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LEGISUTURE  OF  NEW  ZEALAND. 


GOVERNOR. 

His  Excellency  Sir  Wiixiam  Francis  Dbummond  Jebvois,  Liontcnant-General  in  Her 
Majesty's  Anny,  Knight  Grand  Cross  of  the  Most  Distinguished  Order  of  St.  Michael 
and  St.  George,  Companion  of  the  Most  Honourable  Order  of  the  Bath. 


THE  MINISTRY. 

Premier,  C!o1onial  Treasurer,  Postmaster-General, 
Commissioner    of    Telegraphs,    Minister    of 

Marine,  and  Commissioner  of  Stamps  . .  The  Hon. 

Colonial  Secretary The  Hon. 

Minister  of  Justice  and  Defence     . .         . .         . .  The  Hon. 

Minister    of    Education    and    Commissioner    of 

Trade  and  Customs        The  Hon. 

Minister  of  Lands,  Mines,  and  Immigration       . .  The  Hon. 

Attorney- General        The  Hon. 

Minister  of  Public  Works  and  Native  Aflairs      . .  The  Hon. 

Member  of  the  Executive,  \Tithout  Portfolio      . .  The  Hon, 


Habs?  Albebt  Atkisson. 
.  Thomas  William  Hislop. 
Thomas  Fergus. 

.  Geobge  Fisher. 

.  Geobge  Fbederiok  Richabdson. 

Sir  Peedebick  WniTAK£B,K.C.M.Q. 

,  Edwin  Mitchelson. 

,  Edwabd  Cephas  John  Stevens.- 


ROLL  OF  THE  LEGISLATIVE  COUNCILLORS. 


Aeland,  Hon.  John  Barton  Arundel,  Canter- 
bury. 

B&illie,  Hon.  William  Douglas  Hall,  Marl- 
borough (Chairman  of  Committees). 

Bamicoat,  Hon.  John  Wallis,  Nelson. 

Bonar,  Hon.  James  Alexander,  Westland. 

Brett,  Hon.  De  Rcnzie  James,  Canterbury. 

Buckley,  Hon.  Patrick  Alphonsus,  Wellington. 

C«inpbell,  Hon.  Eobert,  Otogo. 

Cbamberlin,  Hon.  Henry,  Auckland. 

Dignan,  Hon.  Patrick,  Auckland. 

Fitzherbcrt,  Hon.  Sir  William,  K.C.M.G.,  Wel- 
lington (Speaker). 

Fraser,  Hon.  Thomas,  Otago. 

Grace,  Hon.  Horgan  Stanislaus,  Wellington. 

Hart,  Hon.  Robert,  Wellington. 

Holmes,  Hon.  Mathew,  Otago. 

Johnson,  Hon.  George  Randall,  Wellington. 

Kenny,  Hon.  Courtney  William  AylmorThomas, 
Marlborough. 

Lahmann,  Hon.  Henry  Hermann,  Westland. 

ManteU,  Hon.  Walter  Baldock  Durant,  Wei- 
lington. 

Martin,  Hon.  John,  Wellington. 

Menzies,  Hon.  James,  Otago. 

Maier,  Hon.  Henry  John,  Otago. 

Mortis,  Hon.  George  Eentham,  Auckland. 


McLean,  Hon.  George,  Otago. 
Oliver,  Hon.  Richard,  Otago. 
Peacock,  Hon.  John  Thomas,  Canterbury. 
Peter,  Hon.  William  Spenoe,  Canterbury. 
Pharazyn,  Hon.  Robert,  Wellington. 
Pollen,  Hon.  Daniel,  Auckland. 
Reeves,  Hon.  William,  Canterbury. 
Reynolds,  Hon.  William  Hunter,  Otago. 
Richmond,  Hon.  James  Crowe,  Nelson. 
Robinson,  Hon.  William,  Nelson. 
Scotland,  Hon.  Henry,  Taranaki. 
Shephard,  Hon.  Joseph,  Nelson. 
Shrimski,  Hon.  Samuel  Edward,  Otogo. 
Stevens,  Hon.  Edward  Cephas  John,  Canterbury. 
Swonson,  Hon.  William,  Auckland. 
Taiaroa,  Hon.  Hori  Kerei,  Otago. 
Wahawaha,  Hon.  Ropata,  Auckland. 
Walker,  Hon.  Launcelot,  Canterbury. 
Watcrhouse,  Hon.  George  Marsdeu,  Wellington. 
Whitaker,    Hon.    Sir    Frederick,    K.O.M.G., 

Auckland. 
Whitmore,  Hon.  Sir  George  Stoddart,  K.O.M.Q., 

Hawke's  Bay. 
Wigley,  Hon.  Thomas  Henry,  Canterbury. 
Williams,  Hon.  Henry,  Auckland. 
Williamson,  Hon.  James,  Auckland. 
Wilson,  Hon.  John  Nathaniel,  Hawke's  Bay. 
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LIST  OF  MEMBEBS  OP  THE  HOUSE  OF  BEPRESENTATIVES. 


Allen,  James,  Dunedin  East. 

Anderson,  John  Crawford,  Bruce. 

Atkinson,  Hon.  Harry  Albert,  Egmont. 

Ballance,  John,  Wanganui. 

Barron,  William,  Caversham. 

Beetham,  George,  Masteiton. 

Blake,  Edwin,  Avon. 

Brown,  James  Clark,  Tuapeka. 

Bruce,  Bob'ort  Cunningham,  Bangilikei. 

Buchanan,  Walter  Clarke,  Wairarapa. 

Buxton,  Searb7,'Rangitata. 

Cadman,  Alfred  Jerome,  Coromandel. 

Carroll,  James,  Eastern  Maori. 

Cowan,  Cuthbert,  Hokonui. 

Dudson,  Henry,  Wairau. 

Duncan,  Thomas,  Waitaki. 

Feldwick,  Henry,  Invercargill. 

Fergus,  Hon.  Thomas,  Wakatipu. 

Fish,  Henry  Smith,  Dunedin  South. 

Fisher,  Hon.  Qeorge,  Wellington  East. 

Fitchett,  Frederick,  Dunedin  Central. 

Fitzherbert,  Henry  Samuel,  Hutt. 

Fraser,  William,  Thames. 

Fulton,  James,  Taieri. 

Goldie,  David,  Auckland  West. 

Graham,  Andrew,  East  Coast. 

Grey,  Sir  George,  K.C.B.,  Auckland  Central. 

Grimmond,  Joseph,  Hokitika. 

Guinness,  Arthur  Robert,  Greymouth. 

Hall,  Hon.  Sir  John,  K.C.M.G.,  Selwyn. 

Hamlin,  Ebenezer,  Franklin  South  (Chairman 

of  Committees). 
Hislop,  Hon.  Thomas  William,  Oamarn. 
Eobbs,  Richard,  Bay  of  Islands. 
Hodgkinson,  Samuel,  Wallace. 
Hutchison,  George,  Waitotara. 
Izard,  Charles  Beard,  Wellington  South  and 

Suburbs. 
Jackson,  William,  Waipa. 
Jones,  Frederic,  Heathcote. 
Joyce,  John,  Lyttelton. 
Kelly,  William,  Tauranga. 
*Kerr,  John,  Motueka. 
Lance,  James  Dupri,  Cheviot. 
Lamach,    William    James    Mudie,    C.M.G., 

Peninsula. 
Lawry,  Prank,  Franklin  North. 
Levestam,  Henry  Augustus,  Nelson. 
Loughrey,  Andrew,  Linwood. 
Hacarthur,  Douglas  Hastings,  Manawatu. 


Mackenzie,  Mackay  John  Scobie,  Mount  Ida. 

Mackenzie,  Thomas,  Clutha. 

Marchant,  George  Albert,  Taranaki. 

McGregor,  Alexander  Innes,  Akaroa. 

McKenzie,  John,  Waihemo. 

Mills,  James,  Port  Chalmers. 

Mitchelson,  Hon.  Edwin,  Eden. 

Moat,  William  Pollock,  Rodney. 

Monk,  Richard,  Waitemata. 

Moss,  Frederick  Joseph,  Pamell.  , 

Newman,  Alfred  Kingcome,  Thomdon. 

O'Callaghan,  Arthur  Pyne,  Lincoln. 

O'Conor,  Eugene  Joseph,  Bullet. 

Ormond,  John  Davies,  Napier. 

O'Borke,  Hon.  Sit  George  Maurice,  Mannkaa 

(Speaker). 
Parata,  Tame,  Southern  Maori. 
Peacock,  Thomas,  Ponsonby. 
Pearson,  William  Fisher,  Ashley. 
Perceval,  Westhy  Brook,  Chtistchuich  South. 
Pyke,  Vincent,  Dunstan. 
Beeves,  Richard  Harman  JeSares,  Inangahua. 
Beeves,  William  Pember,  St.  Albans. 
Rhodes,  Atthut  Edgar  Gravenor,  Gladstone. 
Richardson,  Hon.  George  Frederick,  Matauia. 
Richardson,  Hon.  Edward,  C.M.G.,  Kaiapoi. 
Ross,  Archibald  Hilson,  Roslyn. 
Russell,  William  Russell,  Hawke's  Bay. 
Samuel,  Oliver,  Now  Plymouth. 
Seddon,  Richard  John,  Kiunara. 
Seymour,  Arthur  Penrose,  Wairaea-Picton. 
Smith,  William  Oowpor,  Woodville. 
Steward,  William  Jukes,  Waimate. 
Stewart,  William  Downie,  Dunedin  West. 
Stuart-Menteath,  Andrew  Agnew,  Te  Aro. 
Taipua,  Hoani,  Western  Maori. 
Taiwhanga,  Hirini,  Northern  Maori. 
Tanner,  Thomas,  Waipawa. 
Taylor,  Richard  Molesworth,  Sydenham. 
Tliompson,  Robert,  Marsden. 
Thompson,  Thomas,  Auckland  North. 
TumbuU,  Richard,  Timaru. 
Valentine,  Hugh  Sutherland,  Waikaia. 
Vogel,  Hon.  Sir  Julius,  K.C.M.G.,  Chtistchuich 

North. 
Walker,  William  Campbell,  Ashburton. 
Ward,  Joseph  George,  Awarua. 
Whyte,  Jolm  Blair,  Waikato. 
Wilson,  James  Glenny,  Foxton. 
Withy,  Edward,  Newton. 
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VOLUME  LIX. 


NOVEMBER  25  TO  DECEaiBEB  22,  1887. 


EXPI.AMATIOM  OP  ABBBEVIATIONS. 

Int.,  Introduction  of  BUI. — 1b.,  2b.,  3b.,  First,  Second,  and  Third  Beading. — Dis.,  Discharged.— 
h..  House  of  Kepresentatives. — l.c.,  Legislative  Council. — Adj.,  Adjoomment  or  Adjourned. 
— Amend.,  Amendment. — cl.,  Claose. — Com.,  Gonunittee  of  the  whole  House  or  Committed. 
— Becom.,  Recommitted  or  Recommittal. — Sel.  Com.,  Select  Committee. — Conf.,  Conference. 
— Cons.,  Consideration.  —  Deb.,  Debate.  —  Ezpl.,  Explanation. — Instr.,  Instruction. — m., 
Motion. — Obs.,  Observation. — q..  Question. — m.q.,  Main  Question. — p^.,  Previous  Question. 
— Bep.,  Report. — r.p..  Report  Progress. — Res.,  Resolution. 


AbseTit  Officials, 
h.,  m.  (Mr.  TumbuU),  238 

AcnAinj,  Hon.  J.  B.  A.,  Canterbury, 
Representation  BUI,  2b.  461 
Sciipture-Iesson  Books,  m.  286 

AddingUm  Ooods-shed, 
h.,  9.  (Mr.  Taylor),  235 

Addingtcm  Workshops  Manager, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Taylor),  532 

Ac^oumment, 
h.,  m.  (Major  Atkinson),  361, 1022 

Administration  BiU, 
h.,  2b.  188 

Akaroa  Borough,  Council  Rtserves  Vesting  and 
Reclamation  BUI, 
l.e.,  2b.  411 ;  Sb.  521 

AiXEN,  Mr.  3.,  Dunedin  East, 
Bible-reading  in  Schools  Bill,  2b.  83 
Ijoan  Bill,  2b.  748 
Mining  Bill,  2s.  280 
Port  Chalmers  Dock  Trust,  q.  178 
Babbit  Kuisance,  Rep.  Sel.  Com.  640,  643 
Bepresentation  Bill,  2b.  829 
Ministers'  Salaries  and  Allowances  Bill,  2b. 

100 
Kew  River  Harbour  Board  Loan  Bill,  2b.  18 


AixEN,  Mr.  J. — continued. 
Otago  Dock  Trust,  m.  118 
Supply- 
Consolidated  Fund — 
Class  ir.,  857,  858 
Class  v.,  897,  921 
Public  Works  Fund,  Part  I.— 

Class  VIII.,  802,  &c. 
Public  Works  Fund,  Part  II.— 
Class  II.,  841,  842 

Andebson,  Mr.  J.  0.,  Bruce, 
Discharged  Warders,  q.  608 
Naval  and  Military  Settlers'  and  Volunteers' 

Land  Bill,  2b.  988 
Rabbit-pest,  q.  122 
Supply- 
Consolidated  Fund — 

Class  v.,  925 
Public  Works  Fund,  Part  III.— 
Class  I.,  847 

Approprialion  Bill, 
tx.,  IB.,  2b.,  and  8b.  975 
h.,  iB.  and  2b.  1018;  3b.  1022 


Arahtira  Railway  Bridge, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Seddon),  295 

Arahura  River, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Seddon),  532 

Assays, 
/>.,  q.  (Mr.  Levestam),  604 
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Atkinsok,  Major   H.    A.,   Egmont    (Premier, 

Colonial   TreMurer,  Minister   of   Marine, 

and  Commissioner  of  Stamps), 
Adjournment,  m.  361,  &a. ;  m.  1022 
Appropriation  Bill,  2b.  1021 
Auckland  Girls'  High  School  Bill,  8b.  649 
Auditing  Local  Bodies'  Accounts,  q.  296 
Australasian  Naval  Defence  Bill,  2b.  993,  &c. 
Australasian  Tariff  Treaties,  q.  528 
Australian  and  New  Zealand  Cable,  Obs.  1022 
Bay  of  Plenty  Natives,  q.  1018 
Brown,  Mr.,  g.  359,  <fec. 
Business  of  tne  House,  q.  123 
Canada  Tariff  Treaties,  q.  628 
Chattels  Securities  Bill,  q.  185 
Civil  Service  Pensioners,  q.  123 
Clyde  Post-office,  q.  125 
Country  Telegraph  Offices,  q.  234 
Crown  and  Nativo  Lands  Bating  Act  Be- 

peal  Bill,  Obs.  983 
Customs  Tariff,  m.  61 
Despatch  of  Business,  q.  5S6 
Education,  m.  576,  &c. ;  q.  60S,  606 
Eketahuna-Alfredton  Mail  Service,  q.  638 
Fair  Kent  Bill,  2b.  561,  &c. 
Fiji,  2.  124 

Financial  Statement,  m.  789 
French  Reciprocal  Trade,  q.  603 
Government  Business,  Obs.  637 
Government  Loans  to  Local  Bodies,  q.  629 
Government  Railways  Bill,  3b.  654 ;  Cons,  of 

Amend.  989,  Ac. 
Government  Business,  m.  53,  60 
Governor's  Salary  and  Allowances  Bill,  2b. 

75,  90  ;  Com.  802,  &c. 
Greymouth  Harbour,  q.  1018 
Harper,  W.,  q.  825 
Hudson,  3.,  q.  535 
Hutt  County  Tolls,  q.  606 
Imprest  Supply  Bill  (No.  8),  m.  468,  485, 490 
Judges'  Salaries,  q.  121 
Kaikoura  Mail  Service,  q.  827 
Land-Transfer,  q.  128 
Land  Transfer  Act,  q.  186 
Legislative  Councillors,  Obs.  610 ;  q.  788,  827 
Legislative  Expenditure,  q.  296 
Loan  Bill,  2b.  667, 729 ;  m.  1008 
Local  Bodies'  Finance  and  Powers  Bill,  2b. 

937,  988 
Local  Bodies'  Loans  Bill,  3b.  596 
Local  Qovemment,  q.  604 
Local  Rates,  q.  236 
Maori  Deeds  of  Land-purchase,  q.  827 
Maori  Hill  Postal  Delivery,  q.  293 
Maraetai  Post-oifice,  q.  629 
Marsden,  &c..  Telephone,  q.  125 
Masterton-Eketahuna  Telephone,  q.  292 
Midland  Railway,  m.  296,  &c. ;  q.  829 
Midland  Railway  Contract  Bill,  m.  973,  lie. 
Ministers'  Salaries  and  Allowances  Bill,  2b. 

93 
Motueka  Native  Trust  Lands,  q.  606 
Native  Land  Court  Bill,  2r.  963,  &o. 
Native  Lands,  q.  188,  235 
Naval  and  Military  Settlers' and  Volunteers' 

Land  Bill,  2b.  938 
Naval  Defence  Bill,  iB.  238 
New  Hebrides,  $.  290 
Newton  Flogging  Case,  q.  182 


Atkinson,  Major  H.  A. — continued. 
New  Zealand  Loan  Bill,  Com.  967 
North  Auckland  Railway,  g.  823 
Notown-Greymouth  Telephone,  q.  124 
Ophir-Matakanui  Telephone,  q.  125 
Order  of  Business,  Obs.  869  ;  m.  548,  &c. 
Otago  Central  Railway  Bill,  m.  558 
Otago  Dock  Trust,  m.  118 
Parliamentary  Honorarium  and    Privileges 

Bill,  2b.  192,  194,  &c. 
Parua-Whangarei  Telephone,  q.  535 
Payments  for  Land,  q.  5.35 
Permanent  Volunteer  Force,  g.  121 
Point  Resolution,  Rep.  Sel.  Com.  639 
Port  Chalmers  Dock  Trust,  q.  178 
Postal  Question  with  France,  ;.  604 
Post  and  Telegraph  Office  at  Hunterville, 

9.829 
Price,  Henry,  »n.  4 
Privilege:  Words  used  by  Sir  J.  Vogel,  m. 

428 
Propertj'-tax  Bill.'m.  666  ;  2e.  669,  670;  SB. 

953 
Property-tax  Officials'  Bonuses,  q.  127 
Property-tax  Valuation,  q.  689 
Public  Libraries,  q.  186 
Public  Revenues  Bill,  2b.  970,  4c. 
Rabbit  Nuisance,  Rep.  Sel.  Com.  639,  Ac. 
Rates  on  Land,  5.  537 
Reciprocity  with  Australia,  q.  185 
Representation  Bill,  2r.  307,  &c. ;  Cora.  894, 
428;  Recom.  432,  445;  Cons,  of  Amend. 
474,  613,  &o. 
San  Francisco  Mail  Service,  m.  1016 
Shannon  Mails,  q.  537 
Sheep  Inspectors'  Reports,  q.  643 
South  Island  Native  Reserves,  q.  293 
South  Island  (Wcstland  and  Nelson)  Native 

Reserves  Bill,  2b.  936 
Stamp  Act,  Obs.  5 
Standing  Orders,  q.  604 
St.  Mary's  Industrial  School  Telephone,  q. 

125 
Stock  Conference,  q.  603 
Supply— 
Com.  1010, 1011, 1016 
Consolidated  Fund — 
Class  I.,  854,  &c.,  1011 
Class  II.,  858,  1U13 
Class  III.,  858 
Class  v.,  923,  &c. 
Class  Xm.,  928 
Public  Works  Fund,  Port  I.— 
Class  Vin.,  797,  Ac. 
Class  IX.,  829,  836 
Class  X.,  1013 
Class  XI.,  840 
Public  Works  Fund,  Part  HI.— 
Class  I.,  852 
Class  III.,  846 
Public  Trust  Office,  1015 
Tax  on  Absentees,  ;.  529 
Tax  on  Foreign  Bondholders,  q.  128,  186 
Telegram  Receipts,  q.  126 
Waimea  Waterworks  Bill,  Com.  546 
Waitotara  Election,  m.  547 
Wellington  College  and  Girls'  High  Sohoo 

Bill,  2b.  693 
WelUngton-Pitone  Telegraph-poles,  q.  122 
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AiKiNSOR,  Majoi  H.  A. — emitiwued. 
West  Coast  Mail  Contracts,  q.  712 
Weit   Coast  Settlement  Beserres  Bill,  2b. 

983,  936 
Westpoit  Harbour,  Bep.  Sel.  Com.  776 

Auckland  dirW  Sigh  School  BiU, 
h.,  iB.  176 ;  2b.  603 ;  8b.  644 

Auckland  Islands  Lighthouse, 
h.,  3.  (Mr.  Ward),  605 

Auckland  Lunatic  Asylum, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Peacock),  638 

Auckland  Mining  Companits, 
/>.,  q.  (Mr.  Seddon),  295 

Auckland  Resident  Magistrate's  Court  Cases, 
h.,  2.  (Mr.  McGregor),  238 

Auckland  Unemployed, 
h.,  3.  (Mr.  B.  Thompson),  126 

Auditing  Local  Bodies'  Accounts, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  O'Conor),  296 

Australasian  Naval  Defence  £t{I, 
I.e.,  1b.  and  2b.  980 ;  SB.  984 
h.,  2b.  993 ;  Sb.  1007 

Australasian  Tariff  Treaties, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Joyce),  628 

Australian  Centenary, 
l.e.,  Obs.  (Hon.  the  Speaker),  597 


B. 

Baddeley,  Mr., 
k.,  q.  (Mr.  E.  H.  J.  Reeves),  712 

BAiixrB,  Hon.  W.  D.  H.,  Marlborough, 
Divisions,  m.  768 
Joint  House  Committee,   Bep.    Sel.   Com. 

761 
Owen,  A.,  m.  616 
Wellington  College  and  Girls'  High  School 

Bill,  2b.  686 

BALiiANCB,  Mr.  J.,  Wanganui, 
Porangahaa  Block,  Bep.  Sel.  Com.  709 

Babiqgo&t,  Hon.  3.  W.,  Nelson, 

Qovemment  Loans  to  Local  Bodies  Bill,  2b. 
628 

Land  Bill,  2b.  769 ;  Com.  820 

Midland  Railway  Revised  Contraot,  m.  228 

Bei>resentation  Bill,  2b.  456 

Wairarapa  North  County  Council  Empower- 
ing Bill,  Com.  982 

Wanganui  Harbour  Bill,  2b.  866 

Babbos,  Mr.  W.,  Caversham, 

Education,  m.  677 ;  Obs.  611 ;  q.  828 
Hillside  Workshops,  q.  533,  534 
Land  Bill,  Com.  612 
Land  for  Settlements  Bill,  m,  177 
Loan  BiU,  2b.  742 


Babbon,  Mr.  W. — continued. 
Ministers'  Salaries  and  Allowances  BiU,  Sb. 

94 ;  Com.  304,  &o. 
Order  of  Business,  m.  550 
Price,  Henry,  wt.  3 
Property-tax  Bill,  2b.  673 
Babbit  Nuisance,  Bep.  Sel.  Com.  643 
Representation  Bill,  2b.  342 ;  Com.  407 
Supply — 
Consolidated  Fund — 
Class  I.,  SS,"! 
Class  v.,  880 
Public  Works  Fund,  Part  I.— 
Class  VIII.,  800 
Walton  Park  Coal,  Obs.  574 

Say  of  Plenty  Natives, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Carroll),  1018 

Bebtbau,  Mr.  G.,  Masterton, 
Education  Reserves,  q.  869 
Egress  from  Public  Buildings,  q.  128    ■ 
Land  Bill,  2b.  146  ;  Com.  595 
Masterton-Mangamahoe  Block,  q.  1017 
Representation  Bill,  2b.  348 
Supply- 
Consolidated  Fund — 

Class  I.,  867 
Public  Works  Fund,  Part  I.— 

Class  rv.,  794 
Public  Works  Fund,  Part  II.— 

Class  IV.,  843 
Public  Works  Fund,  Part  III.— 
Class  I.,  850,  861 
Wairarapa  North  County  Connoil  Empower- 
ing BiU,  2b.  6,  7 

Bible-reading  in  Schools  BiU, 
h.,  2b.  20 

Blake,  Mr.  E.,  Avon, 

Bible-reading  in  Schools  Bill,  2b.  29 
Government  Railways  Bill,  2b.  262 ;  Cons,  of 

Amend.  989 
Imprest  Supply  Bill  (No.  3),  m.  493 
'    Land  Bill,  2b.  168 ;  m.  546 
Local  Rates,  q.  236 
Parliamentary  Honorarium  and   Privileges 

Bill,  2b.  219 
Representation  Bill,  2b.  348 
Supply — 
Consolidated  Fund — 

Class  V.  914 
Public  Works  Fund,  Part  I.— 
Class  IV.,  792 

BoNAB,  Hon.  3.  A.,  Westland, 
Australasian  Naval  Defence  Bill,  2b.  980 
Divisions,  m.  760 
Government  Bailways  Bill,  Cons,  of  Amend. 

978 
Irrigation  and  Water-supply  Bill,  2b.  626 
Land  Bill,  2b.  769  ;  Com.  820 
Midland  Railway  Revised  Contract,  tn.  112 
Mortgages  of  Public  Reserves,  m.  620 
Native  Land  Administration  Act  Repeal  BiU, 

3b.  764 
Oamaru  Harbour  Board  Loan  Bill,  2b.  172 
Owen,  A.,  m.  616, 687 
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BoNAB,  Hon.  3.  A continued, 

Pakekohe  Borough  Bill,  Com.  930 
Bepresentation  Bill,  2b.  457,  601 
Boiiptuie-leBson  Books,  m.  286 
State's  Property  in  Banning  Water,  m.  942 
Wairarapa  North  County  Council  Empowei- 

ing  Bill,  2h.  771 
Wanganul  Harbour  Bill,  2b.  867 
Wellington  College  and  Oirls'  High  School 

Bill,  2b.  685 

Borough  Council  Endowmenis,      / 
k.,  m.  (Mr.  Quinness),  861 

Bbxit,  Hon.  De  B.  J.,  Canterbury, 
Divisions,  m.  761 
Pollen,  Hon.  Dr.,  m.  017 
Public  Bodies'  Leaseholds  Act,  m.  683 

Bbown,  Mr.  J.  C,  Tuapeka, 
Education,  Obs.  963,  964,  1007 
Qoyemment  Bailways  Bill,  Com.  990 

Brotpn,  Mr., 
h.,  m.  (Mr.  Pyke),  858 

Bbuce,  Mr.  B.  C,  Rangitikei, 
Bible-reading  in  Schools  Bill,  2b.  25 
Fisheries  Conservation  Bill,  2b.  970 
Oovemment  Bailways  Bill,  2b.  267 ;  Cons,  of 

Amend.  989 
Naval  and  Military  Settlers'  and  Volunteers' 

Land  Bill,  2b.  938 
Otago  Central  Bailway,  Bep.  Sel.  Com.  117 
Parliamentary   Honorarium    and    Privileges 

Bill,  2e.  211 ;  Com.  306 
Post  and  Telegraph  Office  at  Hunterville,  q. 

829 
Price,  Henr^,  m.  3 
Bangitikei  Biver,  q.  119 
Bepresentation  Bill,  2b.  335 ;  Com.  385 
"  Stark's  Purchase,"  q.  124 
Supply- 
Consolidated  Fund — 
Class  I.,  1011, 1012 
Class  v.,  921,  &o. 
Class  XIII.,  928 
Public  Works  Fund,  Part  I.— 
Class  IV.,  791,  &o. 
Class  VIIL,  804 
Class  IX.,  829,  889 
Public  Works  Fund,  Part  II.— 
Class  III.,  843 
Class  IV.,  843 
PubUo  Works  Fund,  Part  IIL— 
Class  I.,  851 

Brunnerton  Borough  Endoumient, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Guinness),  532 

Brunnerton  Courthouse, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Guinness),  532 

BuoHANAN,  Mr.  W.  C,  Wairarapa, 
Adjournment,  m.  367 
Financial  Statement,  m.  790 
Government  Bailways  Bill,  2b.  246 ;  Cons,  of 

Amend.  986 
Land  Bill,  2b.  139 


BncHANAii,  Mr.  W.  0. — continued. 
Naval  and  Military  Settlers'  and  Volunteers' 

Land  Bill,  2b.  938 
Parliamentary  Honorarium  and   Privileges 

Bill,  2b.  193 
Payments  for  Land,  q.  635 
Babbit  Nuisance,  Bep.  Sel.  Com.  641 
Bepresentation  Bill,  2b.  344 ;  Becom.  438 
Supply — 
Consolidated  Fund — 

Class  v.,  923 
Public  Works  Fund,  Part  I.— 
Class  IV.,  792 
Class  VIII.,  801,  &o. 
Public  Works  Fund,  Part  II.— 
Class  I.,  841 
Class  11.,  841,  842 
Class  IV.,  843 
Wairarapa  North  County  Council  Empower- 
ing Bill,  2b.  S 
Wairarapa  Timber  Freights,  q.  585 

BcoELBY,  Hon.  P.  A.,  Wellington, 
Government  Bailwava  Bill,  Cona.  of  Amend. 

978       . 
Governor's  Salary  and  Allowances  Bill,  1b. 

854 
Local  Bodies'  Loans  Bill,  2b.  632 
Municipal  Corporations  Bill,  2b.  289,  355; 

Cons,  of  Amend.  943 
Native  Bills,  Obs.  423 
Native  Lemd  Administration  Act  Bepeal  Bill, 

Com.  624,  687 
Native  Land  Court  Bill,  Com.  625 
North  Dunedin  Cemetery  Extension  Bill,  2b. 

421 
Owen,  A.,  m.  616 
Public  Beserves  Sale  Bill,  2b.  944 
Bepresentation   Bill;   2b.    467;    Com.   682, 

633 
Slaughterhouses  Bill,  Com.  290 
Special  Powers  and  Contracts  Bill,  m.  809 
State's   Property   in    Bunning   Water,   m, 

942 
Wairarapa  North  County  Council  Empower- 
ing Bill,  2b.  771,  772 
Wellington  College  and  Girls'  High  School 

BiU,  2b.  686 ;  Obs.  763 ;  2b.  861 

Building  Societies  Bill, 
I.C.,  iB.  596 ;  2a.  682 ;  8e.  757 
h.,  iB.  868  ;  2b.  and  3b.  932 

Bumham,    Norwood,    and    Selwyn    Bailuiay 
Traffic, 
h.,  m.  (Sir  J.  Hall),  537 

BusiTiest  of  the  House, 
h.,  q.  (Dr.  Newmsin),  123 

Business  of  the  Session, 
h.,  Obs.  (Mr.  Speaker),  1022 

Buxton,  Mr.  S.,  Rangitata, 

Bible-reading  in  Schools  Bill,  2b.  26 

Forest-tree-planting,  q.  120 

Parliamentary  Honorarium   and   Privileges 

Bill,  2b.  208 
Bepresentation  Bill,  2b.  341 ;  m.  603 
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Oasuait,  Mr.  A.  J.,  Corotnandel, 
Fail  Bent  Bill,  2b.  560 
Govemment  Railwaiyg  Bill,  Cons,  of  Amend. 

987 ;  m.  992 
Hudson,  J.,  q.  535 
Kamo  and  Kawakawa  Kailwaya  Connection 

and  Construction  Bill,  2b.  572 
Mining  Bill  (No.  2),  2b.  280 
Native  Land  Court  Bill,  2b.  957,  963 
Ota^  Central  Railway  Bill,  m.  557 
Paeroa  Begistrar  of  BirthB,  q.  292 
Property-tax  Bill,  3e.  963 
Bepresentation  Bill,  2b.  347 
Supply — 

Consolidated  Fund — 
Class  v.,  878 

Public  Works  Fund,  Part  III.— 
Class  I.,  819 
Wellington  College  and  Girls'  High  School 

Bill,  2b.  59S 

Cakpbeix,  Hon.  B.,  Otago, 
Midland  Bailway  Revised  Contract,  m.  235, 

229 
Oamaru  Harbour  Board  Loan  Bill,  2b.  171 

Camada  Tariff  Treaties, 
h.,  2.  (Mr.  Joyce),  528 

Canterbury  Education  Board  Opce, 
h.,  J.  (Mr.  O'Callagbau),  608 

Cabbou.,  Mr.  J.,  Eastern  Saori, 
Bay  of  Plenty  Natives,  q.  1018 
Native  Land  Court  Bill,  2b.  956,  958 
Owhaoko  Land,  q.  121 
Porangahau  Block,  Rep.  Sel.  Com.  706,  708, 

710 
Bepresentation  Bill,  2b.  307 ;  Com.  409 ;  m. 

499 
Botorua  Township,  q.  536 
Supply — 

Consolidated  Fund — 
Class  V.  924 

Public  Works  Fund,  Part  H.— 
Class  IV.,  843 
West  Coast  Settlement  Beserves  Bill,  2b. 

934 

Caxter,  A., 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Levestam),  235 

Obambeblut,  Hon.  H.,  Auckland, 
Divisions,  m.  760 
Public  Beserves  Sale  Bill,  2b.  945 
Pukekohe  Borough  Bill,  Com.  931 
Bepresentation  Bill,  2b.  456 
Wairarapa  North  County  Council  Empower- 
ing Bill,  Com.  932 

Chatham  Islands  Bepresentation, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  McGregor),  825 

Chattels  Securities  BiU, 
h.,  2.  (Mr.  Bhodes),  185 


Chinese, 

h.,  q.  (Mr.  Seddon),  295 ;  m.  (Mr.  Seddon),  861 ; 
Obs.  (Mr.  Fisher),  788 

Christehurch  District  Drainage  Bill, 
h.,  2b.  546  ;  SB.  547 
I.C.,  iB.  597 ;  2b.  and  3b.  858 

Christehurch  Drainage  Board  Reserves   SdU 

and  Exchange  Bill, 
U.,  2b.  682 ;  Sb.  757 

Christehurch  Hospital  BiU, 
h.,  2b.  176 ;  3b.  603 
I.C.,  2b.  682  ;  3b.  757 

Civil  Servants  Members  of  Education  Boards, 

(tc, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Guinness],  711 

Civil  Service  Pensioners, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Joyce),  123 

Civil  Service  Reform  BUI, 
h.,  2b.  and  3b.  573 
;.«.,  IB.  597:  2b.  616;  Sb.  757 

Clyde  Post-office, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Pyke),  125 

Colonial  Conference, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Joyce),  821 

Compensation  for  Military  Service, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Ooldie),  828 

Coroners  BiU, 
h.,  iB.  116 

Country  Telegraph  Offices, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Moat),  234 

Count-out, 
h.,  Obs.  (Mr.  Speaker),  678 

Cowan,  Mr.  0.,  Hokonui, 
Education  Beserves,  q.  868 
Fair  Bent  Bill,  2b.  559 
Govemment  Bailways  Bill,  2b.  244 
Land  Bill,  2b.  143 
Land  for  Settlements  Bill,  m.  178 
New  River  Harbour  Board  Loan  BiU,  2b.  18 
Otago  Central  Railway  Bill,  m.  557 
Property-tax  Bill,  2e.  677 
Property-tax  Valuation,  q.  638 
Subsidy  for  Wire-netting  Fences,  q.  128 
Supply- 
Public  Works  Fund,  Part  III.— 
Class  I.,  847 
Waimea   Plains   Railway   Surface-men,   $. 

120 
Wire-netting,  m.  128 

Crown  and  Native  Lands  Rating  Act  Repeal 

Bill, 
h.,  Obs.  (Major  Atkinson),  933 

Culverdenr-Hanmer  Plains  Road, 
I.C.,  q.  (Hon.  Mr.  Peacock),  757 
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Customs  Tariff, 
h;  m.  (Major  Atkinson),  61 ;  69,  &o, 

Cuvitr  Island  Lighthoitse, 
h.,  {.  (Mr.  Peacock),  236 


Dairy  Produce, 
I.e.,  m.  (Hon.  Mr.  Menzies),  521 

Defence, 
h.,  2.  (Mr.  Joyce),  121 

Deferred-payment  Settlers, 
h.,  2.  (Br.  Newman),  711 

Despatch  of  Busijuss, 
h.,  J.  (Mr.  Taiwhanga),  536 

DlOHAN,  Hon.  P.,  Auckland, 
Pakekohe  Borough  Bill,  Com.  930 
Representation  Bill,  2b.  601 

Discharged  Warders, 
h.,  2.  (Mr.  Anderson),  608 

Distilleries, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Valentine),  586 

Divisums  (how  taken), 
I.C.,  m.  (Hon.  Captain  Baillie),  758 

Divisions, 
h..  Adjournment,  m.  1022 
Australasian  Naval  Defence  Bill,  2b.  1004 ; 

Com.  IOCS 
Auckland  Girls'  High  School  Bill,  3k.  650 
Bible-reading  in  Schools  Bill,  2it.  52 
Christchurch  District  Drainage  Bill  ((To.  2), 

8b.  548 
Customs  Tariff,  m.  75 
Pair  Rent  Bill,  Com.  665 
Government  Railways  Bill,  2jt.  279;   Com. 

614,  615 ;  3b.  655,  990,  991,  992 
Governor's  Salary  and  Allowances  Bill,  Com. 

304 
Land  Bill,  2b.  168,  167 ;  Com.  641,  542,  543, 

544;  m.  546 ;  Com.  594,  595,  611,  612,  618, 

614 ;  m.  870 
Loan  Bill,  2b.  757 ;  Com.  968,  969 ;  to.  1008, 

1009 
Local  Bodies'  Loans  Bill,  Com.  595 
Mining  Bill,  Com.  940 
Ministers'  Salaries  and  Allowances  Bill,  Com. 

304,  305,  306 
Native  Land  Court  Bill,  2b.  962 
Oamaru  Harbour  Board  Loan  Bill,  2b.  173 
Order  of  Business,  m.  554 
Otago  Central  Railway  Extension  and  Con- 
struction Bill,  Com.  556,  557 
Parliamentary   Honorarium   and    Privileges 

Bill,  2b.  221 ;  Com.  806 
Property-tax  Bill,  2b.  679  ;  Com.  953 
Public  Bodies'  Powers  Bill,  Com.  939 
Public  Revenues  Bill,  Com.  972 
Public  Works  Bill,  Com.  989 
Pukekohe  Borough  Bill,  2b.  11 ;  Com.  931 ; 

SB.  931 


Divisions — continued. 
Representation  Bill,  Com.  410,  411,  429,  430, 

481,  445  ;  SB.  509 
Supply — 

Consolidated  Fund — 
Class  I.,  857 
Class  v.,  920,  921, 923 
Class  Xn.,  1014 

Public  Works  Fund,  Part  I.— 
Class  VIII.,  797,  799,  801,  804 
Class  IX.,  840 

Public  Works  Fund,  Part  HI.— 
Class  I.,  853 
Waimea  Riverworks  Bill,  Com.  546 
Wellington  College  and  Girls'  High  School 

Bill,  Com.  593 
i.e.,  m.  761 

Government  Business,  m.  447 
Government  Loans  to  Local  Bodies  Bill,  2b. 

629 
Government  Railways  Bill,  Com.  858 
Land  Bill,  Com.  771,  820 
Local  Bodies'  Loans  Bill,  2b.  632 
Midland  Railway  Revised  Contract,  m.  229, 

234 
Municipal  Corporations  Bill,  Com.  522 
Native  Land  Administration  Bill,  Com.  693 
Native  Land  Court  Bill,  Com.  625 
Naval  and  Military  Settlers'  and  Volunteers' 

Land  Bill,  2b.  952 
North  Dunedin  Cemetery  Extension  Bill,  2b. 

422,  423 
Parliamentskry  Honorarium  and   Privileges 

Bill,  m.  464 ;  2b.  467 ;  Com.  526 
Public  Reserves  Sale  Bill,  2b.  945 
Representation  Bill,  Com.  633 
Scripture-lesson  Books,  m.  287 
Slaughterhouses  Bill,  Com.  290 
South  Island  (Westland  and  Nelson)  Native 

Reserves  Bill,  Com.  950 
Wairarapa  North  County  Council  Empower- 
ing Bill,  2b.  772 
Wanganui  Harbour  Bill,  2b.  868 
Wellington  College  and  Girls'  High  School 

Bill,  2b.  637 ;  Com.  862 

DoDsoN,  Mr.  H.,  Wairau, 

Rabbit  Exterminator,  m.  603 
Representation  Bill,  8b.  501,  503 
Sheep  Inspectors'  Reports,  j.  643 
Supply — 
Consolidated  Fund — 
Class  v.,  907 
Westport  Harbour,  to.  778 

Duncan,  Mr.  T.,  Waitaki, 
Bible-reading  in  Schools  Bill,  2b.  36 
Government  Railways  Bill,  2b.  273;  Pass. 

661 
Land  Bill,  2b.  141 ;  m.  545 
Native  Land  Court  Bill,  2b.  960 
Otago  Central  Railway  Extension  end  Con- 
struction Bill,  TO.  558,  559 
South  Canterbury  Railway  Reserves,  q.  638 
Supply — 
Consolidated  Fund — 
Class  v.,  901,  921,  922,  923,  926 
Class  VI.,  923 
Class  X.,  927 
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Education, 

h.,  m.  (Mr.  Tombull),  574 ;  q.  (Mr.  Tumbull). 
605;  5- (Mr.  Barron),  828;  g.  (Mr.  Izard), 
829  ;  Obs.  (Mr.  O'Conor),  953  ;  Obs.  (Mr. 
Brown),  963,  964, 1007 

Education  Boards, 
h.,  q.  (Dr.  Kewman),  185 

Education  Reserves, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Smith),  829,  808 

Egress  from  Public  Buildings, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Beetbain),  128 

Eketdkuna-Alfredton  Mail  Service, 
X.,  q.  (Mr.  Smith),  638 

Ekttahuna  and  Richmond  Line, 
h.,  m.  (Dr.  Newman),  537 

Engine-drivers  on  Wellington  Railway, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Fitzherbort),  537 

Evguuert  on  Foreign  Steamers, 
K,q.(Hi.  Seddon), -294 


P. 

Fair  Sent  Bill, 
k.,  2b.  559 ;  Com.  564 

Feij)wick,  Mr.  H.,  Tnvercargill, 
Customs  Tariff,  m.  67 
Glenham  Tunnel  Accident,  q.  530 
GoTemment  Business,  m.  54 
Kew  Biver  Harbour  Board  Loon  Bill,  2b. 

18 
Pttkekoho  Borough  Bill,  2b.  10 

Fbbocs,  3Ir.  T.,  Wakatipu  (Minister  of  Jnstice 

and  of  Defence), 
AncVland  Resident  Magistrate's  Cooit  Cases, 

8.238 
Baddeley,  Mr.,  q.  712 
Bible-reading  in  Schools  Bill,  2b.  34 
Brunnerton  Courthouse,  q.  532 
Chinese,  q.  295 

Compensation  for  Military  Service,  q.  828 
Defence,  q.  121 
Discharged  Warders,  q.  608 
Government  Railways  Bill,  2b.  269;   Fags. 

659,661 
Hoera  te  Mimiha  and  Hone  Eoraneho,  m. 

118 
7nron,  q.  711 

Kaispoi  Cadet  Corps,  q.  292 
Military  Training-school,  q.  535 
Kapier  Mariners  on  Juries,  q.  638 
Obscene  Language,  q.  532 
Otago  Central  Railway  Extension  and  Con- 

atmction  Bill,  m.  S58,  659 
Persons  imprisoned  for  Debt,  q.  607 
Remington-Lee  Rifles,  ;.  126 
Representation  Bill,  2b.  320 


FEBO0S,  Mr.  T.— continued. 
Resident   Magistrates'   Courts   Chacgos,    a. 

236 
Supply- 
Consolidated  Fund — 
Class  v.,  926 
Class  X.,  927 
Class  XIV.,  1014 
Public  Works  Fund,  Part  L— 
Class  VIII.,  801 
Class  IX.,  8S1 
Torpedo  lost,  q.  606 
Volunteer  Regulations,  q.  237 
Wakapuaka  Larrikiuism,  q.  824 

Fergussan,  Sir  J., 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  W.  P.  Reeves),  236 

Fiji, 
h.,  q.  (Dr.  Newman),  124 

Financial  Statement, 
k.,  m.  (Mr.  Kerr),  783 

Fish,  Mr.  H.  S.,  Dunedin  South, 

Adjournment, »(.  366 

Auckland  Girls'  High  School  Bill,  3r.  645 

Christchurch  District  Drainage  Bill  (No.  2), 
8r.  547 

Education,  m.  577 

Gisbome  Harbour  Board  Bill,  2b.  IS 

Government  Business,  m.  57,  60 

Government  Railways  Bill,  2b.  252;   Com. 
614 ;  3b.  651,  654 

Governor's  Salary  and  Allowances  Bill,  2b. 
81 

Hillside  Workshops,  m.  533,  534 

Imprest  Supply  Bill  (No.  3),  m.  470,  491 

Loan  Bill,  2b.  745 

Matheson  Brothers,  q.  531 

Midland  Railway,  m.  300 

Native  Land  Court  Bill,  2b.  956 

Order  of  Business,  m.  549 

Otago   Central   Railway,   m.    116,  117;    a. 
533 

Otago  Dock  Trust,  m.  118 

Otago  Harbour  Board  Bill,  2b.  8 

Parliamentary  Honorarium   and    Privileges 
Bill,  2r.  192,  197 

Porangahau  Block,  m.  707,  710 

Property- tax  Bill,  2r.  673 

Pukekohe  Borough  Bill,  2r.  9, 10 

Railway  Workshops,  q.  291 

Representation  Bill,  2r.  311,  313,  346,352; 
Com.  370,  398 ;  8b.  496 ;  Paas.  511 

Seaclifi  Asylum,  q.  822,  823 

Supply- 
Consolidated  Fund — 
Class  I.,  856,  857 
Class  II.,  858 
Class  v.,  878,  880,  923 
Public  Works  Fund,  Part  I.— 
Class  IV..  791 
Class  VIII.,  796,  &c. 
Glass  IX.,  829 

Tax  on  Bondholders,  q.  187 

Wairarapa  North  County  Counoil  Empower- 
ing Bill,  2b.  5 

Westport  Harbour,  m.  779 
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FiSEEB,  Mr.  Q.,  Wellington  East  (Minister  of 

Education  and  Commissioner  of  Trade  and 

easterns), 
Auckland  Girls'  High  School  Bill,  Sb.  647, 

648 
Auckland  Islands  Lighthouse,  ;.  605 
Bible-reading  in  Schools  Bill,  2b.  31 
Canterbury  Education  Board  Office,  q.  608 
Civil  Servants  Members  of  Education  Boards, 

&o.,  q.  711 
Chinese,  Obs.  788 
Colonial  Conference,  q.  821 
Cuvier  Island  Lighthouse,  q.  236 
Distilleries,  q.  536 
Education,  q.  605,  828,  829 
Education  Boards,  q.  185 
Education  Keserves,  q.  829 ;  m.  868,  869 
Engineers  on  Foreign  Steamers,  q.  294 
Fisheries  Conservation  Bill,  2b.  969,  970 
Foreign  Vessels  in  Coastal  Trade,  q.  530 
Oisborne  Harbour  Board  Bill,  2b.  16 
Governor's  Salary  and  Allowances  Bill,  2b.  77 
Greymouth  Harbour,  q.  185 
"  Hinemoa  "  and  "  Stella,"  q.  635 
Import  Duty  on  Coal,  }.  710 
Kaipara  Steam-tug,  q.  531 
Land  Bill,  2r.  156,  169 
Lincoln  Agricultural  College,  q.  608 
Loan  Bill,  2b.  722 
Manukau  Harbour,  q.  123 
Kative  Land  Court  Bill,  2b.  960 
Newton  Flogging  Case,  m.  179,  181,  183 
Normal  and  Training  Schools,  q.  537 
Otago  Education  Board,  q.  828 
Bepresentation  Bill,  2b.  816 
Sealing,  q.  833 
Supply — 

Consolidated  Fund — 
Class  v.,  871,  &o. 

Public  Works  Fund,  Part  I.— 
Class  VIII.,  804 
Tobacco  License,  q.  627 
Wellington  College  and  Girls'  High  School 

Bill,  2.  185  ;  2e.  592 
Whalers,  g.  536 

Fisheries  Conservation  Bill, 
h.,  IB.  969  ;  2b.  and  3b.  970 
I.C.,  IB.  928 ;  2b.  943  ;  3b.  944 

FiTCHETT,  Dr.  F.,  Dunedin  Central, 
Bible-reading  in  Schools  Bill,  2b.  40,  50 
Christchurch  District  Drainage  Bill  (No.  2), 

Sb.  547,  548 
Education,  m.  575 ;  q.  605 
Government  Business,  m.  55 
Government  Railways  Bill,  m.  986 
Governor's  Salary  and  AUovrances  Bill,  Com. 

804 
Imprest  Supply  Bill  (No.  3),  m.  491 
Kamo  and  Kawakawa  Railways  Connection 

and  Construction  Bill,  2b.  571 
Land  Bill,  2r.  164 ;  Com.  594 
Loan  Bill,  2r.  726 
Native  Land  Court  Bill,  m.  962,  963 
Normal  and  Training  Schools,  q.  537 
Railway  Freight  on  Earthenware,  q.  121 
Bepresentation  Bill,  &b.  313,  353  ;  Com.  374, 

430,  431,  435 ;  8b.  499 


FircHBTT,  Dr.  F. — continued. 
Supply- 
Consolidated  Fund — 
Class  v.,  898,  &o. 
Class  X.,  927 
Public  Works  Fund,  Part  I.— 

Class  VIII.,  797,  &o. 
PubUc  Works  Fund,  Part  III.— 
Glass  I.,  849 
Walton  Park  Coal,  q.  536 ;  Obs.  573 

Fitzhbbbebt,  Mr.  H.  S.,  Sutt, 
Australasian  Naval  Defence  Bill,  3b.  1006 
Bible-reading  in  Schools  Bill,  2b.  46 
Customs  Tariff,  m.  68 
Education,  m.  578 
Engine-drivers  on  Wellington   Railway,   a. 

537 
Government  Business,  m.  56 
Government  Railways  Bill,  Pass.  663 ;   m, 

989 
Hutt  County  Tolls,  q.  606 
Native  Land  Court  Bill,  2b.  960 
Pitone  Railway-station,  q.  127 
Property-tax  Bill,  2r.  674 
Remington-Lee  Rifles,  q.  126 
Representation  Bill,  3b.  497,  500 ;  m.  518 
Supply- 
Consolidated  Fund — 

Class  v.,  877,  Ac. 

Class  X.,  927 
Public  Works  Fund,  Part  I.— 

Class  VIII.,  797,  &o. 

Class  IX.,  830,  831,  838 
Wellington-Pitone  Railway,  q.  122,  827 
Wellington-Pitone  Telegraph-poles,  q.  122 

Foreign  Vessels  in  Coastal  Trade, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  T.  Thompson),  530 

Forest-tree  Planting, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Buxton),  120 

Fbaseb,  Colonel  W.,  Thames, 
Auckland  Girls'  High  School  Bill,  Sb.  644 
Education,  Obs.  968 
Government  Railways  Bill,  m.  987,  992 
Ministers'  Salaries  and  Allowances  Bill,  2b. 

98 
Naval  and  Military  Settlers  and  Volunteers, 

g.  119 
Order  of  Business,  m.  551 
Parliamentary  Honorarium  and  Privileges 

Bill,  2b.  202 
Bepresentation  Bill,  2b.  328 

Fbaseb,  Hon.  T.,  Otago, 
Divisions,  m.  759 
Owen,  A.,  m.  616 
Owhaoko  Case,  m.  684 

Parliamentary  Honorarium  and  Privileges 
Bill,  m.  461 ;  2b.  467 

Free  Passes  to  Children  attending  School, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Pearson),  829 

French  Reciprocal  Trade, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Joyce),  603 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1887.] 


FUL 


[INDEX.] 


GOV 


zin 


Pnuros,  Mr.  J.,  Taieri, 
Bible-reading  in  Schools  Bill,  2b.  20,  SO,  86, 

41,  46,  SO 
Financial  Statement,  m.  789 
Land   for   Settlements   Bill,   m.   176,  177, 

178 
Order  of  Business,  m.  550 
Supply — 
Consolidated  Fund — 

Class  I.,  854 
Public  Works  Fund,  Part  I.— 

Class  VIII.,  800 
Public  Works  Fund,  Part  III.— 
Class  I.,  848,  849 


OUhome  Harbour  Board  BUI, 
h.,  2b.  11 ;  SB.  546 
l^.,  iB.  597 ;  2b.  and  3b.  858 

Olenham  Tunnel  Aceidefit, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Feldwick),  SSO 

6ou>iE,  Mr.  D.,  AucJcland  West, 
Auckland  Girls'  High  School  Bill,  SB.  646 
Bible-reading  in  Schools  Bill,  2b.  24 
Compensation  for  Military  Service,  q.  828 
Government  Business,  Obs.  539 
Government  Railways  Bill,  m.  937 
Ministers'  Salaries  and  Allowances  Bill,  2b. 

103 
Poblio  Works  not  let  by  Public  Competition, 

m.  128 
Representation  Bill,  2b.  846 
Supply — 
Consolidated  Fund — 
Class  I.,  856,  857 
Class  v.,  915 
Class  XI.,  1013 
Class  XIII.,  1014 
Public  Works  Fund,  Port  I.— 
Class  VIII.,  797 
"  Unemployed,"  q.  293 

Oovemment  Business, 
h.,  m.  (Major  Atkinson),  53  ;  Obs.  587 
{.c,  m.  (Hon.  Mr.  Reynolds),  446 ;  m.  (Hon. 
Sir  F.  Whitaker),  617 

Oovemment  Loans  to  Local  Bodies, 
h.,q.  (Mr.  Smith),  529 
U.,  m.  (Hon.  Dr.  Pollen),  103 

Government  Loans  to  Local  Bodies  BUI, 
h.,  iB.,  176  ;  2b.  and  3b.  573 
I.C.,  IB.  597  ;  2b.  625 ;  3a.  757 

Oovemment  Printing-office, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Seddon),  535 

Government  Bailways  BUI, 
h.,  2b.  238  ;  Pers.  Ezpl.  (Mr.  O'Conor),  302 ; 

Com.  614  ;  3b.  650  ;  m.  986 
Ix.,  IB.  683;   2b.  809;   Com.  858,  929;   3b. 

929 ;  m.  937,  977 


Governor's  Salary  and  Allowances  BUI, 
h.,  2b.  75 ;  Com.  802 ;  3b.  304 
I.C.,  IB.  354 ;  2b.  446 ;  3b.  521 

Gbace,  Hon.  M.  S.,  Wellington, 
Government  Loans  to  Local  Bodies  Bill,  2b. 

629 
Government  Railways  Bill,  2b.  819 
Local  Bodies'  Loans  Bill,  2b.  632 
Municipal  Corporations  Bill,  m.  943 
Parliamentary   Honorarium   and    Privileges 

Bill,  m.  418  ;  2r.  466 
Representation  Bill,  2b.  601 
State's  Property  in  Running  Water,  m.  941 
Wellington  College  and  Girls'  High  School 

Bill,  2b.  634,  861 

Graham,  Mr.  A.,  East  Coast, 
Gisbome  Harbour  Board  Bill,  2b.  11, 17 
Supply — 

Class  v.,  925 
Taramaramu  Survey  District,  q.  291 
Tongariro  National  Park,  m.  188 
Wairoa  Resident  Magistrate's  Court,  m.  603 

Orass-seed-sowing, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Tanner)  1237 

Gbet,  Sir  G.,  K.C.B.,  Auckland  Central, 
Adjournment,  m.  366 
Auckland  Girls'  High  School  Bill,  2b.  648, 

650 
Australasian  Naval  Defence  Bill,  2b.  1003, 

1004  ;  Com.  1005 ;  3b.  1005 
Biblo-reading  in  Hchools  Bill,  2b.  48 
Brown,  Mr.,  m.  300 
Customs  Tariff,  m.  61 
Education,  m.  577 
Fair  Rent   Bill,  2r.  559,  561  ;    Com.  564, 

565 
Government  Business,  m.  53,  57 ;  Obs.  540 
Government  Railways  Bill,  m.  277,  988,  990 ; 

Com.  990,  991 
Governor's  Salary  and  Allowances  Bill,  2b. 

78,  81,  93 
Hoera  te  Mimiha  and  Hono  Korancho,  m. 

118 
Imprest  Supply  Bill  (No.  3),  m.  472, 485, 487, 

492 
Eamo  and  Kawokawa  Railways  Connection 

and  Construction  Bill,  2b.  566 
Land  Bill,  Com.  541,  613 
Land  for  Settlements  Bill,  m.  176, 177 
Loan  Bill,  2n.  733 ;  wi.  1010 
Maori  Deeds  of  Land-purchase,  g.  827 
Midland  Railway,  m.  296,  297,  298 
Ministers'  Salaries  and  Allowances  Bill,  2b. 

94 
Native  Land  Court  Bill,  2b.  957,  958,  961, 

962 
Newton  Flogging  Cose,  m.  182 
Order  of  Business,  m.  548,  549,  551,  552, 

554 
Otago  Central  Railway  Kxtension  and  Con- 
struction Bill,  Com.  554;  m.  557 
Parliamentary  Honorarium  and  Privileges 

Bill,  2b.  205 
Point  Resolution,  q.  639 
Porangahau  Block,  m.  707,  709 
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Obey,  Sir  6.,  K.C.B. — continued. 
Price,  Heniy,  m.  4 

Beprcsentation  Bill,  2b.  313 ;  Com.  389,  402 
Supply — 
Public  Works  Fund,  Part  I.— 

Clas8  IV.,  794 
Public  Works  Fund,  Part  III.— 
Class  I.,  851,  853,  867 
Tawhiao,  q.  821 

Tax  on  Bondholdsrs,  q.  186,  187 
Wellington  College  and  Girls'  High  School 
Bill,  2b.  593 

Oreymouth-Brunnerton  Fares, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Guinness),  532 

Greymouth  Harbour, 
h.,  Obs.  (Mr.  Guinness),  1018 

Gbimmond,  Mr.  J.,  HoJcitiJca, 

Bible-reading  in  Schools  Bill,  2b.  39 
Customs  Tariff,  m.  68 
Hokitika  Harbour  Works,  m.  3C1 
Midland  Railway,  m.  298 
Supply- 
Consolidated  Fund — 

Class  v.,  910 
Public  Works  Fund,  Part  I.— 

Class  IV.,  792 
Public  Works  Fund,  Part  III.- 
Class  I.,  853 
Property-tax  Bill,  2b.  670, 678 
Beprcsentation  Bill,  2b.  332 ;  Com.  444 ;  3r. 
504 

GuiNKESS,  Mr.  A.  R.,  Greyviouth, 
Appropriation  Bill,  2b.  1021,  1022 
Auckland  Girls'  Uigli  School  Bill,  Sb.  649 
Bible-reading  in  Schools  Bill,  2b.  45 
Borough  Council  Endowments,  m.  361 
Brunncrton  Borough  Endowment,  q,  532 
Brunncrton  Courthouse,  g.  632 
Civil  Servants  Members  of  Education  Boards, 

etc.,  g.  711 
Government  Business,  m.  64 
Government  Kailways  Bill,  Com.  991 
Greymouth-Brunuerton  Faros,  q.  532 
Greymouth  Harbour,  q.  185  ;  Obs.  1018 
Hillside  Workshops,  w.  634 
Land  Bill,  2b.  1G3 ;  Com.  613     ' 
Loan  Bill,  Com.  969;  m.  1008 
Local  Bodies'  Loans  Bill,  Com.  505 ;  m.  696 
Kaval  and  Military  Settlers'  and  Volunteers' 

Land  Bill,  2b.  938 
Notown-Grcymouth  Telephone,  q.  124 
Public  Libraries,  q.  606 
Pukekoho  Borough  Bill,  2b.  10 
Beprcsentation  Bill,  2b.  362 
Supply — 
Consolidated  Fund — 
Class  v.,  921 
Class  XII.,  1014 
Public  Works  Fund,  Part  I.— 
Class  IV..  791,  792 
Class  VIII.,  799 
Teremakau  Bridge,  q.  &yt 
Wairarapa  North  County  Council  Empower- 
ing Bill,  2b.  7 
Westport  Harbour,  m.  778 


H. 

Haix,  Sir  J.,  K.C.M.G.,  Selwyn, 
Bumham,  Norwood,  and  Selwyn  Boilway- 

traffic,  m.  537 
Government  Bailways  Bill,  2b.  260 
Trust  Funds,  m.  238 

HAULm,  Mr.  E.,  Franklin  South  (Chairman  of 
Committees,  h.). 
Government  Business,  m.  54 
Manukau  Harbour,  g.  123 
Onehunga  Wharf  Charges,  q.  711 
Pukekohe  Borough  Bill,  2b.  8, 10 
Wellington-Pitone  Railway-fence,  »t.  537 
Wiremu  te  Aho  and  Others,  q.  294 

Barper,  W., 
/(.,  g.  (Mr.  Ormond),  825 

Habt,  Hon.  B.,  Wellington, 

Australasian  Naval  Defence  Bill,  2b.  981 
Mortgages  of  Public  Beserves,  »t.  619 
ilunicipal  Corporations  Bill,  2b.  289 
Otago  Central  Railway  Extension  and  Con- 
struction Bill,  Dis.  930 
Public  Reserves  Sale  Bill,  2b.  945 
Scripture-lesson  Books,  m.  281 
Wairarapa  North  County  Council  Empower- 
ing Bill,  2b.  771 ;  Com.  932 
Wangouui  Harbour  Bill,  2b.  865,  866 

Hastings  Raiheay-station, 
h.,  q.  (Captain  Russell),  829 

Hillside  Workshops, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Barron),  533 

"  Hinemoa  "  and  "  Stella," 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Seddon),  534 

ECiSLOP,  Mr.  T.  W.,  Oamaru  (Colonial  Secre- 
tary), 
Administration  Bill,  2b.  188, 192 
Auckland  Lunatic  Asylum,  g.  633 
Chatham  Islands  Representation,  g.  825 
Egress  from  Public  Buildings,  g.  128 
Government  Business,  m.  65 
Midland  Railway  Contract  Bill,  m.  974 
Native  Land  Court  Bill,  2b.  953,  9.58,  962 
Oamaru  Harbour  Board  Loan  Bill,  m.  473, 

474 
Paeroa  Registrar  of  Births,  g.  292 
Probates,  g.  825 
Public  Bodies'  Finance  and  Powers  Bill,  2b. 

043 ;  Com.  939 
Public  Libraries,  g.  606 
Pukekohe  Borough  Bill,  2b.  10 
Supply — 
Consolidated  Fund — 
Class  I.,  1011,  1012 
Class  II.,  857 
Class  v.,  922 
Public  Works  Fund,  Part  I.— 
Class  VIII.,  803,  806 
Vaccine  Lymph,  g.  120 
Victorian  Exhibition,  g.  828 
Wairarapa  North  County  Council  Empower- 
ing BiU,  2b.  G,  7 
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EOBBS,  Mr.  K.,  Bay  of  Islands, 

Bible-reading  in  Schools  Bill,  2b.  80 

Government  Business,  m.  55 

Goyemment  Bailways  Bill,  2b.  276;  Com. 

615 
Kamo  and  Kawakawa  Bailways  Connection 

and  Construction  Bill,  2b.  565 
Ordjr  of  Business,  m.  548 
Oi?haoko  Land,  m.  123 
Property-tax  Bill,  2e.  678 
Pukekohe  Borough  Bill,  2b.  9 
Representation  Bill,  2b.  S27 
Vaccine  Lymph,  m.  121 
Village  Settlers,  q.  119 
Whalers,  9;.  6S6 

HoDGKrtfsoH,  Dr.  S.,  Wallace, 
Bible-reading  in  Schools  Bill,  2b.  22 
Government  Railways  Bill,  2b.  262 
Eamo  and  Kawakawa  Railways  Connection 

and  Construction  Bill,  2b.  670 
Land  Bill,  2b.  181 
Loan  Bill,  2b.  727 

Representation  Bill,  2b.  324  ;  Com.  387, 388 
Supply — 
Public  Works  Fund,  Part  I.— 
Class  IV.,  792 
Class  IX.,  830,  840 
Public  Works  Fund,  Part  HI.— 
Class  I.,  848 
Glass  II.,  845 

Soera  te  Mimiha  and  Hone  Koraneho, 
h.,  m.  (Mr.  T.  Thompson),  118 

Eoh^a  Karetai  and  Others, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Parata),  528 

HokUika  Harbour  Woris, 
h.,  m.  (Mr.  Grimmond),  361 

Holmes,  Eon.  M.,  Otago, 
Dairy  Produce,  m.  522 
Divisions,  m.  760 

Government  Railways  Bill,  2b.  819 
Eoromona  Paatu,  m.  223 
Joint  House  Committee,  ni.  761 
Midland  Railway  Revised  Contract,  m,  114, 

173,  233 
Oamaru  Harbour  Board  Loan  Bill,  2b.  170, 

172;  m.  Ti2 
Special  Powers  and  Contracts  Bill,  m.  809 
Wellington  College  and  Girls'  High  School 

Bill,  Obs.  685 

Horonwna  Paatu, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Taiwhanga),  528 
I.C.,  m.  (Hon.  Mr.  Taioroa),  221 

Hudson,  J., 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Cadman),  585 

HoTCHisoN,  Mr.  G.,  Waitotara, 
Australasian  Naval  Defence  Bill,  2b.  998; 

Com.  1004, 1006 
Crown  and  Kativo  Lands  Rating  Act  Repeal 

Bill,  q.  933 
Loan  Bill,  m.  1009 
Midland  Railway  Contract  BiO,  m.  974 


HoTonisoN,  Mr.  G. — continued. 
Native  Land  Court  Bill,  2b.  954,  961,  962 
Porangahau  Block,  m.  703,  707 
Supply — 
Consolidated  Fund — 
Class  L,  855, 857 
Class  v.,  913 
Class  X.,  927 
Public  Trust  Office  Account,  1015 
Public  Works  Fund,  Part  I.— 

Class  IX.,  836 
Public  Works  Fund,  Part  11.— 
Class  IV.,  845 

Hutt  County  Tolls, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Fitzhcrbert),  606 


Jmmigrants, 
h.,q.  (Mr.  Valentine),  629 

Import  Duty  on  Coal, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Joyce),  710 

Imported  Material  for  Public  Works, 
h.,  q.  (Sir  J.  Vogol),  608 

Imprest  Supply  Bill  (No.  3), 
h..  Int.  468,  484 ;  iB.,  2b.,  and  3b.  494 
l.e.,  iB.,  2b.,  and  3b.  521 

Invercargill  Waterworks  Beserve  Bill, 
h.,  2r.  and  3b.  546 
I.C.,  IB.  597  ;  2ii.  and  8r.  858 

Irrigation  and  Water-supply  BUI, 
I.C.,  iB.  221 :  2b.  526 

IzABD,   Mr.    C.    B.,    Wellington    South    and 
Suburbs, 
Administration  Bill,  2b,  189 
Education,  q.  829 
Education  Reserves,  q.  868 
Government  Business,  Obs.  639 
Government     Railways     Bill,     Governor's 

Amend.  988 
Obscene  Language,  q.  531 
Supply- 
Consolidated  Fund — 

Class  v.,  891 
Public  Works  Fund,  Port  I.— 
Class  VIII.,  804 
Class  IX.,  832 
Wellington  College  and  Girls'  High  School 
Bill,  2b.  593 


Jackson,  Major  W.,  Waipa, 

Government  Railways  Bill,  Pass.  662 
Porangahau  Block,  Rep.  Sel.  Com.  706 
Remington-Leo  Rifles,  q.  126 
Supply — 
Consolidated  Fund — 

Class  XIII.,  1014 
Pablic  Works  Fund,  Part  11.— 
Class  IV.,  843,  845 
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JOBKSON,  Hon.  O.  B.,  Wellington, 
Divisions,  m.  760 

Inigation  and  Water-supply  Bill,  3b.  527 
Library,  m.  683 

Midland  Railway  Contract,  m.  171 
Reporting  Debates,  m.  619 
Wairarapa  North  County  Council  Empower- 
ing Bill,  2r.  771,  772  ;  Com.  931,  932 
Wellington  College  and  Girls'  High  School 
Bill,  2r.  636,  860,  861 

Joint  Bouse  Committee, 
tc,  m.  (Hon.  Captain  Baillie),  761 

JoHBS,  Mr.  P.,  Heathcote, 

Government  Railways  Bill,  2b.  274 

Land  Bill,  Com.  S43, 516 

Parliamentary  Honorarium  and  Privileges 

Bill,  2b.  218 
Bepresentation  Bill,  2b.  387 
Supply — 
Consolidated  Fund — 
Class  V.  912 

Joyce,  Mr.  J.,  Lyitelton, 
Australasian  TarifE  Treaties,  q.  528 
Canada  Tariff  Treaties,  q.  528 
Civil  Service  Pensioners,  q.  123 
Colonial  Conference,  q.  821 
Defence,  q.  121 

French  Reciprocal  Trade,  q.  603 
Import  Duty  on  Coal,  q.  710 
Permanent  Volunteer  Force,  5.  121 
Postal  Question  with  France,  q.  603,  601 
Bepresentation  Bill,  Com,  442 

Judges'  Salaries, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Taylor),  121 

Jurors, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Ward),  711 


Kaiapoi  Cadets, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  £.  Richardson),  292 

Kaihu  Valley  Bailwag, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Taiwhanga),  120 

Kaikoura  Mail  Service, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Tanner),  827 

Kaipara  Firewood  Freight, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Monk),  531 

Kaipara  Steam-tug, 
h.,q.  (Mr.  Monk),  631 

Kama  and  Kawakawa  Railways  Connection  and 
Construction  Bill, 
h.,  2b.  565 

Karetai,  B.,  and  Others, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Parata),  528 


Eeixt,  Mr.  W.,  Tauranga, 
Government  Railways  Bill,   2b.  276 ;    Go- 
vernor's Amend.  987 
Land  Bill,  2b.  166 
MsJcetu  Township,  q.  633 
Native  Land  Court  Bill,  2b.  957,  962,  963 
Forangahau    Block,    Bep.    Sel.   Com.    704> 

708 
Property- tax  Bill,  2b.  678 
Bepresentation  Bill,  Com.  444 
Botorua-Wairoa  Road,  q.  235 
Supply- 
Consolidated  Fund — 
Class  v.,  923 
Class  X.,  927 
Public  Works  Fund,  Part  I.— 

Class  VIII.,  797,  804,  806 
Public  Works  Fund,  Part  II.— 
Class  II.,  842 
Class  IV.,  843,  844 
Public  Works  Fund,  Part  III.— 
Class  I.,  849 

Eebb,  Mr.  3.,  Motueka, 
Adjournment,  m.  367 
Customs  Tariff,  m.  69 
Financial  Statement,  m.  788 
Government  Bailways  Bill,  2b.  272;   Pass. 

657 
Imprest  Supply  Bill  (No.  8),  Int.  487 
Land  Bill,  Com.  541 
Motueka  Native  Trust  Lands,  q.  606 
Parliamentary   Honorarium   and  Privileges. 

Bill,  2r.  211 
Representation    Bill,    2b.    826 ;    Cons,    of 

Amend.  483,   494;    3b.   500;   Pass.    612» 

514 
Supply — 

Public  Works  Fund,  Part  I.— 
Class  IV.,  791,  794,  796 
Class  VIII.,  796 

Public  Works  Fund,  Part  IH.- 
Class  I.,  848 
Wellington  College  and  Girls'  High  School 

Bill,  q.  185 


Ladies'  Privileges  on  Railways, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  T.  ilackenzie),  286 

Lahmaiw,  Hon.  H.  H.,  Wcstland, 
Government  Railways  Bill,  Sr.  929 
Joint  House  Committee,  m.  762 
Midland  Railway  Contract,  m.  228 
Parliamentary  Honorarium   and  Privileges 

Bill,  2b.  461 
Wellington  College  and  Girls'  High  School 

BUI,  2b.  637,  862 

Lake  EUesmere  Reclamation, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  O'Callaghan),  236 

Land  BUI, 
h.,  2b.  128;   Com.  541,  694,  611;  8b.  614; 

Cons,  of  Amend.  870 ;  Conf.  933 
I.C.,  IB.  616;   2b.  764;   Com.  771,  820;   3b. 

820 ;  Cons,  of  Amend.  858 ;  Conf.  928 
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liAHCB,  Mr.  3.  D.,  Cheviot, 
Babbit  Nnisozice,  Bep.  Sal.  Com.  640,  641 
Scab,  g.  530 
Stock  Conference,  q.  603 

Labkacb,  Mr.  W.  J.  M.,  Peninsula, 
Legislative  Goancillors,  Obs.  610 
Local  Oovernment,  g.  604 
Price,  H.,  Bep.  Sel.  Com.  8 
Babbit  Noiaance,  Bep.  Sel.  Com.  640,  643 
Westport  Harboar,  Bep.  Sel.  Com.  78S 

Lawby,  Mr.  F.,  Franklin  North, 
Oovernment     Uailways     Bill,     Governor's 

Amend.  992 
Kamo  and  Eawakawa  Bailways  Connection 

and  Construction  Bill,  2r.  57B 
Maraetai  Post-office,  q.  529 
Native  Land  Court  Bill,  2b.  961 
Native  Lands, ;.  187 
Pukekohe  Borough  Bill,  2b.  10 

liigislative  Councillors, 
h.,  Obs.  (Mr.  Samuel),  609, 788  ;  q.  825 

Legislative  Expenditure, 
A.,  q.  (Mr.  O'Conor),  295 

Leith  Valley-Blueskin  Road, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  W.  D.  Stewart),  527 

LsTESTAM,  Mr.  H.  A.,  Nelson, 
Assays,  q.  604 

Bible-reading  in  Schools  Bill,  2b.  36,  44 
Carter,  A.,  q.  235 
Oovernment  Business,  m.  53 
Oovernment  Bailways  Bill,  2b.  271 ;  3b.  653, 

654 ;  Pa.ss.  664 
Imprest  Supply  Bill  (No.  3),  Int.  492,  493 
Midland  Hailway,  m.  300,  975 
Ministers'  Salaries  and  Allowances  Bill,  2b. 

97 
Newton  Flogging  Ca?c,  m.  183 
Otago  Central  Bailway  Bill,  Rep.  Sel.  Com. 

117 
Parliamentary  Honorarium  and   Privileges 

Bill,  2b.  214 
Porangahau  Block,  Bep.  Sel.  Com.  707 
Price,  H.,  Rep.  Sel.  Com.  4 
Bepresentation  Bill,  2b.  332 ;  Com.  430, 438 ; 

Cons,  of  Amend.  476;   Pass.  519 
St.  Mary's  Industrial  School  Telephone,  q. 

125 
Supply — 
Consolidated  Fund — 
Class  I.,  855 
Class  III.,  853 

Class  v.,  878,  909,  921,  922,  926 
Class  X.,  927 
Public  Works  Fund,  Part  I.— 
Class  IV.,  793 
Class  VIII.,  802 
Class  IX.,  831,  838 
Public  Works  Fund,  Part  III.— 
Class  I.,  848 

Lincoln  Agricultural  College, 
k.,  q.  (Mr.  O'Callaghan),  607 
3-fi9 


Library, 
2.6.,  m.  (Hon.  Mr.  Johnson),  688 

Iioan  Bill, 
h.,  IB.  and  2b.  667,  712 ;  Com.  964,  1008 ;  3b, 

1009 
I.C.,  iB.,  2b.,  and  Sb.  976 

Local  Bodies'  Finance  and  Powers  BiU, 
h.,  IB.  638  ;  2b.  937 
l.e.,  iB.  940 ;  2b.  and  3b.  941 

Local  Bodies'  Loans  Bill, 
h.,  2b.  and  Com.  695 ;  Sb.  596 
I.C.,  IB.  697  ;  2b.  630 

Local  Oovernment, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Larnach),  604 
l.e.,  q.  (Hon.  Mr.  Reynolds),  858 

Local  Rates, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  W.  P.  Reeves),  236 

LonoBBXT,  Mr.  A.,  Linwood, 
Supply- 
Class  v.,  892 


M. 

Macabthub,  Mr.  D.  H.,  Manawaiu, 
Loan  Bill,  Com.  968 
Supply- 
Public  Works  Fund- 
Class  IX.,  833,  &o. 
Westport  Harbour,  m.  779 

Mackenzie,  Mr.  M.  J.  S.,  Mount  Ida, 
Fair  Bent  Bill,  2r.  560 
Government  Business,  Obs.  540 
Government  Railways  Bill,  2b.  264 
Loan  Bill,  2r.  735 
Ministers'  Salaries  and  Allowances  Bill,  2b«. 

99 
Bepresentation  Bill,  2b.  319 ;  Recom.  4SS 
Supply — 

Public  Works  Fund,  Part  m.— 
Class  I.,  848 

Mackenzie,  Mr.  T.,  Clutha, 
Land  Bill,  2b.  167 ;  Com.  544 ;  m.  515 
Loan  Bill,  2r.  755 

Rabbit  Nuisance,  Rep.  Sel.  Com.  642 
Representation  Bill,  2b.  339 
Supply — 
Consolidated  Fund — 
Class  v.,  922 

Mdkaretu  Boad, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Tanner),  287 

Vdketu  Tovmship, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Kelly),  638 

ItaTigopapa  and  llangoira  Blocks, 
I.e.,  m.  (Hon.  Mr.  Bichmond),  758 

Manukau  Harbour, 
h.,  q,  (Mr.  Hamlin),  123 
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Mantell,  Hon.  W.  B.  D.,  Wellington, 
Divisions,  m.  759 
OoTernment  Business,  m.  447 
Horomona  Paatu,  m.  222,  224 
.  Joint  House  Committee,  m.  761 
Owen,  A.,  m.  616 

ilunicipal  Corporations  Bill,  2b.  357 
North  Dunediu  Cemetery  Extension  Bill,  2b. 

420 
Owhaoko  Case,  m.  225,  446,  683,  684 
Parliamentary    Honorarium  and  Privileges 

Bill,  m.  414,  415,  462 ;  2b.  465,  467 ;  Com. 

526 
Fublio  Bodies'  Leaseholds  Act,  m.  688 
Bepresentation  Bill,  2r.  597 
Taiaroa,  T.  K.,  m.  945 
Wellington  College  and  Oirls'  High  School 

Bill,  Obs.  685  ;  2b.  860 

Uaori  Deeds  of  Land-purehate, 
h.,  q.  (Sir  G.  Grey),  827 

2£aori  Hansard, 
h.,  g.  (Mr.  Taipua),  527 

Maori  HiU  Postal  Delivery, 
h.,  2-  (Mr.  Boss),  293 

Maori  Real  Estate  Management  BiU, 
U.,  IB.  858 ;  2b.  426 ;  3b.  683 
h.,  iB.  703 

Mabceant,  Mr.  G.  A.,  Taranaki, 
Appropriation  Bill,  2b.  1019 
Fair  Rent  Bill,  2r.  560 
Government  Railways  Bill,  2b.  275 
Hillside  Workshops,  m.  584 
Land  Bill,  m.  546  ;  Com.  611 
Native  Land  Court  Bill,  2b.  958,  959 
Parliamentary  Hdnorarium    and    Privileges 

Bill,  2b.  212 
Bates  on  Land,  q.  537 
BepresenUtion  Bill,  2b.  825 
'  Resident   Magistrates'   Courts    Charges,  q. 

235 
Supply — 
Consolidated  Fund — 

Class  v.,  922 
Public  Works  Fund,  Part  I.— 
Class  IV.,  794 
Class  VIII.,  797 
Class  IX.,  831 

Maraetai  Post-office, 
h.;q.  (Mr.  Lawry),  529 

Marked  Railway-tickets, 
h.,  m.  (Mr.  O'Caliaghan),  361 

Marsden,  Dunganville,  and  Greenstone    Tele- 
phone, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Soddon),  125 

Maruia-Amuri  Horse-track, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  R.  H.  J.  Beeves),  711 

Masterton-Ekctahuna  Telepliont, 
h.,  g.  (Mr.  Smith),  292 


Masterton-Mangamahoe  Block, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Beetbam),  1017 

Matheson  Brothers, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Fish),  531 

McGbegob,  Mr.  A.  I.,  Akaroa, 
Auckland  Resident  Magistrate's  Court  Cases, 

2.288 
Chatham  Islands  Representation,  q.  625 
Supply — 

Class  v.,  905 

McKekzie,  Mr.  J.,  Waihemo, 

Land  BiU,  2b.  132 ;  Com.  541,  542, 648 ;  m. 
544 

Loan  Bill,  2b.  747 

Otago  Central  Railway  Extension  and  Con- 
struction Bill,  Com.  554  ;  3b.  568 

Order  of  Business,  m.  550 

Owen,  A.,  m.  616 

Parliamentary  Honorarium   and  Privileges 
Bill,  2b.  211 

Property-tax  Bill,  2b.  676 

Representation  Bill,  3b.  501 

Supply — 
Consolidated  Fund — 

Class  v.,  904 
Public  Works  Fund,  Part  I.— 
Class  VIII.,  796 

McLean,  Hon.  O.,  Otago, 
Divisions,  m.  759 

Fisheries  Conservation  Bill,  2b.  943 
Government  Business,  m.  446,  617 
Government  Loans  to  Local  Bodies  Bill,  2b. 

627 
Government  Railways  Bill,  2b.  817 
Loans  to  Local  Bodies  Bill,  2b.  632 
Mortgages  o{  Public  Reserves,  m.  620 
Naval  and  Military  Settlers'  and  Volunteers' 

Iiand  Bill,  2b.  952 
Native  Land  Administration  Bill,  2b.  623 ; 

Com.  688 
Native  Land  Court  Bill,  Com.  625 
North   Dunedin  Cemetery  Extension  Bill, 

2b.  422 
Owhaoko  Case,  m.  684 
Otag:o  Central  Bailway  Bill,  2b.  700 
Parliamentary  Honorarium  and  Privileges 

Bill,  m.  417 
Public  Bodies'  Leaseholds  Act,  m.  688 
Public  Bodies'  Powers  BiU,  2b.  948 
Pukekohe  Borough  Bill,  Com.  930 
Representation  Bill,  2b.  598 
Taiaroa,  T.  E.,  m.  945 
Wanganui  Harbour  Bill,  2b.  864 
Wellington  College  and  Girls'  High  School 

Bill,  2b.  635 ;  Obs.  684,  686 ;  2b.  862 

Mbnzies,  Hon.  3.,  Otago, 
Dairy  Produce,  m.  521,  522 
Divisions,  »t.  761 
Government  Business,  m.  618 
Government  Loans  to  Local  Bodies  Bill,  2b. 

628 
Horomona  Paatu,  m.  223 
Land  Bill,  2b.  770,  771 ;  Cons,  of  Amend. 

859 
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UsMziES,  Hon.  J. — continued. 
Midland  Railway  Revised  Contract,  m.  225 
Kative  Land  Administration  Bill,  2b.  623, 

687 
North  Donodin  Cemetery  Extension  Bill,  2b. 

422 
Pacific  Mail  Service,  q.  617 
Parliamentary  Honorarium  and   Privileges 

Bill,  m.  459 
Public  Bodies'  Powers  Bill,  2b.  948 
Reporting  Debates,  m.  618,  619 
Representation  Bill,  2b.  S99 
Soripture-lesson  Books,  m.  287 
State's  Property  in  Running  Waters,  m.  941, 

942 
Wellington  College  and  Oirls'  High  School 

Bill,  2b.  862 

Jliddle  UUmd  Half-caste  Claims, 
h.,  q.  (Major  Steward),  292 

Midland  Railway, 
h.,  q.  (Sir  G.  Grey),  296 

Midland  Railway  Contract  Bill, 
h.,  iB.,  2b.,  and  3b.  975 
{.«.,  iB.  975 ;  2b.  and  3b.  977 

Midland  Railway  Revised  Contract, 
U.,  m.  (Hon.  Sir  P.  Whitaker),  104, 173,  225 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  R.  H.  J.  Reeves),  829 ;  m.  (Major 
Atkinson),  978 

Military  Training-schools, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Ward),  361,  535 

MIU.EB,  Hon.  H.  J.,  Otago, 

Divisions,  m.  760 

Land  Bill,  2b.  768 

Midland  Railway  Revised  Contract,  m.  Ill 

Oamaru  Harbour  Board  Loan  Bill,  2b.  172 

Parliamentary  Honorarium  and  Privileges 
Bill,  m.  460 

Scripture-lesson  Books,  q.  284 

Wairarapa  North  County  Council  Empower- 
ing Bill,  2b.  772 

Wellington  College  and  Girls'  High  School 
Bill,  Obs.  665 

Mnxs,  Mr.  J.,  Port  Chalmers, 
Financial  Statement,  m.  790 
Gisbome  Harbour  Board  Bill,  2b.  14 
Government  Business,  m.  55 
Government  Railways  Bill,  Sb.  662 
Loan  Bill,  2b.  753 
Ministers'  Salaries  and  Allowances  Bill,  2b, 

102 
Newton  Flogging  Case,  m.  183 
Oomarn  Harbour  Board  Loon  Bill,  Cons,  of 

Amend.  473 
Otsffo  Dock  Trust,  q.  118 
Parliamentary  Honorarium    and  Privileges 

Bill,  2b.  213 
Supply — 

Consolidated  Fund — 
Class  I.,  856 

Public  Works  Fund,  Part  I.— 
Class  IV.,  792 
Class  Vni.,  797 


Mnxs,  Mr.  3.—eoniinued. 
Supply — continued. 
Public  Works  Fund,  Part  HL— 
Class  I.,  849 
Telegram  Receipts,  q.  125 

Mines  and  Geological  Departtnent, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Seddon),  529 

Mining  BiU, 
h.,  2b.  279;  Com.  939 ;  3b.  940 
I.C.,  IB.  940 ;  2b.  and  3b.  941 

Ministers'  Salaries  and  Allowances  BUI, 
h.,  2b.  93 ;  Com.  304 ;  3b.  306 
U.,  1&.  864 ;  2b.  467 

Moat,  Mr.  W.  P.,  Rodney, 
Auckland  Girls'  High  School  Bill,  3b.  645 
Country  Telegraph  Offices,  q.  284 
Kamo  and  Kawakawa  Railways  Connection 

and  Construction  Bill,  2b.  568 
North  Auckland  Tnmk  Railway,  q.  234 
State  Forests  Department,  q.  824 
Supply — 

Consolidated  Fund — 
Class  v.,  914 
Voakes,  J.,  q.  824 

Monk,  Mr.  R.,  Waitemata, 
Auckland  Girls'  High  School  Bill,  8b.  647 
Government  Railways  Bill,  Sb.  654,  664 
Imprest  Supply  Bill  (No.  3),  493 
Kaipara  Firewood  Freight,  q.  531 
Kaipara  Steam-tug,  q.  581 
Land  Bill,  m.  545  ;  Com.  613 
New  River  Harbour  Board  Loan  Bill,  2b.  19 
Porangahau  Block,  m.  706 
"  Stark's  Purchase,"  q.  124 
Supply — 
Consolidated  Fund — 

Class  I.,  1011 

Class  X.,  1013 

Glass  Xin.,  928 

Class  XIV.,  1014 
Public  Works  Fund,  Part  I.— 

Glass  II.,  1015 

Class  IX.,  880 
Public  Works  Fund,  Part  II.— 

Class  IV.,  844 

Mortgages  of  Public  Reserves, 
i.c.,  in.  (Hon.  Mr.  Hart),  619 

Moss,  Mr.  F.  J.,  Pamell, 
Government  Railways  Bill,  3b.  658 ;  Cons,  of 

Amend.  986,  991,  992 
Imprest  Supply  Bill  (No.  3),  492 
Kamo  and  Kawakawa  Railways  Connection 

and  Construction  Bill,  2b.  570 
Land  Bill,  2b.  165 

Land  for  Settlements  Bill,  Bep.  Bel.  Com.  177 
Loan  BiU,  2b.  749 
Midland  Railway,  m.  300 
Ministers'  Salaries  and  Allowances  Bill,  2b. 

95 
Order  of  Business,  m.  550 
Parliamentary  Honorarium  and  Privileges 

BiU,  2b.  195 
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Moss,  Mr.  F.  J.— continued. 
Property-tax  Bill,  m.  667 
Fnblio  Revenues  Bill,  Com.  972 
Bepresentation  Bill,  2b.  849 ;  Com.  406,  410 ; 

Becom.  437 
Supply — 
Consolidated  Fund — 

Class  v..  917 
Public  Works  Pond,  Part  I.— 
Class  VIII.,  797 
Class  IX.,  880 
Public  Works  Fund,  Part  II.— 

Class  IV.,  844 
Public  Works  Fund,  Part  III.— 
Class  I.,  847 

Jiotueka  Native  Trust  Lands, 
h.,  2.  (Mr.  Kerr),  606 

MiTOHELSOH,  Mr.  E.,  Eden  (Minister  for  Public 

Works  and  Minister  of  Native  ASsbirs), 
Addington  Qoods-shed,  q.  235 
Addington  Workshops  Manager,  q.  588 
Auckland  "  Unemployed,"  q.  126 
Arahura  Railway  Bridge,  q.  295 
Appropriation  Bill,  2b.  1018 
Carter,  A.,  q.  235 
Engine-drivers  on  Wellington   Railway,  q. 

537 
Fergusson,  Sir  J.,  g.  236 
Free  Passes  to  Children  attending  School,  q. 

829 
Glenham  Tunnel  Accident,  q.  530 
Government  Printing  Office,  q.  535 
Government    Railways    Bill,  2b.  238,  278; 

Com.  615 ;  3b.  650 ;  Cons,  of  Amend.  986 
Greymouth-Brunnerton  Pares,  q.  532 
Hastings  Railway-station,  q.  829 
Hillside  Workshops,  g.  533 ;  m.  534 
Hohepa  Karetai  and  Others,  q.  528 
Horomona  Paatu  and  Others,  q.  528 
Imported    Material    for   Public    Works,    q. 

603 
Kaihu  Valley  Railway,  q.  120 
Eaipara  Firewood  Freight,  q.  531 
Ladies'  Privileges  on  Railways,  q.  236 
Leith  Valley-Blueskin  Road,  q.  527 
Matheson  Brothers,  g.  531 
Middle  Island  Half-caste  Claims,  q.  292 
North  of  Auckland  Roads,  q.  292 
North  Aucklcuid  Trunk  Raflway,  q.  234 
Onehunga  Wharf  Charges,  q.  711 
Otago  Central  Railway,  <;.  533 
Owhaoko  Land,  q.  122 
Parliamentary  Papers,  q.  821 
Pitone  Railway-station,  q.  127 
Porangahau  Block,  m.  707 
Public  Works  Statement,  578,  591 
Railway  Freight  on  Earthenware,  q.  121 
Railway  Freight  on  Pressed  Straw,  q.  606 
Railway  Workshops,  g.  292 
Bangitikei  River,  q.  119 
Rotorua-Wairoa  Road,  <;.  235 


Supply- 
Coj 


insolidated  Fund- 
Class  I.,  1012 
Class  IX.,  1013 
Class  XI.,  1013 
Class  XII.,  1013 


MiTOHEijsoiT,  Mr.  'E. — continued. 
Supply — continued. 
Public  Works  Fund,  Part  I.— 
Class  II.,  1016 
Class  IV.,  791 
Class  Vin.,  795 
Class  IX.,  829 
Public  Works  Fund,  Part  II.— 
Class  I.,  841 
Class  III.,  848 
Class  IV.,  843 
.    Public  Works  Fund,  Part  UI.— 
Class  II.,  845 
Class  III.,  846 
Sandon  and  Carnarvon  Small-farm  Associa- 
tion, q.  125 
Seaoliff  Asylum,  q.  823 
Soimds  County  Railway-sleepers,  q,  127 
Stationmasters  in  Grain  Districts,  q.  237 
Taramaramn  Survey  District,  q.  291 
TaranaJci  Central  Railway  Route,  ;.  120  ' 
Tawhiao,  q.  821 

Teremakau  Bridge,  q.  294  ;  q.  607 
"  Unemployed,"  q.  293 
"  Unemployed  "  on  Catlin's  River  Railway,  q. 

604 
Waimate,  Oamaru,  and  Timaru  Freights,  a. 

580 
Waimea   Plains    Railway    Surface-men,  q. 

120 
Wairarapa  Timber  Freights,  q.  535 
Walton  Park  Coal,  q.  536 
Wellington-Pitone  Railway,  q.  122,  827 
Wiremu  te  Ao  and  Others,  q.  294 

Municipal  Corporations  Bill, 
I.C.,  2b.  288,  855 ;  Com.  522  ;  3b.  597 
h.,    iB.    638;    2b.  932;    3b.    933;    Cons,   of 
Amend.  942 


N. 


Napier  3arbour  Board  Amendment  and  En- 
dowment Improvement  Bill, 
I.e.,  2b.  411  ;  3r.  597 

Napier  Mariners  on  Jtiries, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Ormond),  638 

Native  Bills, 
I.C.,  Obs.  (Hon.  Sir  F.  Whitaker),  423 

Native  Land  Administration  Act  Repeal  Bill, 
l.e.,  iB.  353 ;  2b.  423 ;  m.  (Hon.  Mr.  Shrimski), 

617 ;  Com.  621,  687 ;  3b.  764 
*.,  iB.  773 

Native  Land  Court  Bill, 
I.e.,  IB.  353 ;  2b.  411 ;  Com.  635 ;  3b.  683 
;>.,  iB.  703;  2b.  953 

Native  Lands, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Lawry)',  187;   q.    (Mr.    Parata), 
234 

Naval  and  Military  Settlers  and  Volunteers, 
h.,  q.  (Colonel  Fraser),  119 
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Naval  and  Military  Seitlen'  and  Volunteers' 

Land  BiU, 
&.,2b.938:  SB.  989 
I.C,  iB.  951 

Naval  Defence  BiU  (see  AtutrdUuian  Naval  De- 
fence BiiJ), 
A.,  Int.  and  iB.  288 

Nelson  Foreshore  Reserve  Bill, 
k.,  2b.  546 

Nelson  Roads, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Seddon),  712 

New  Hebrides, 
h.,  q.  (Major  Steward),  290 

KxvKAN,  Dr.  A.  K.,  Thomdon, 
Appropriation  BiU,  2b.  1021 
Bible-reading  in  Schoola  Bill,  2b.  SO 
Business  of  the  House,  q.  123 
Deferred-payment  Settlers,  q.  711 
Education  Boards,  q.  185  ^ 

Education  Beserves,  q.  869 
Fiji,  q.  124 

Gisbome  Harbour  Board  Bill,  2b.  15 
GoTemment  Business,  Obs.  539 
Greymoutb  Harbour,  q.  185 
Govemmont     Bailvrays     BiU,     Governor's 

Amend.  989 
Ministers'  Salaries  and  Allovrances  Bill,  2b. 

98 ;  Com.  305 
Kaval  and  Military  Settlers'  and  Volunteers' 

Land  Bill,  2b.  938 
Owhaoko  Land,  m.  122 
Parliamentary   Honorarium  and  Privileges 

Bill,  2a.  220 
Pnblic  Bovennes  BUI,  2b.  971 
Supply — 
Consolidated  Fund — 
Class  I.,  854,  856,  1012 
Glass  II.,  1013 
Glass  v.,  906 
Class  XI.,  lOlS 
Public  Works  Fund,  Part  I.— 
Class  VIII.,  795,  &o. 
Class  XI.,  840 
Public  Works  Fund,  Part  II.— 
Class  I.,  841 
Class  IV.,  843,  844 
Public  Works  Fund,  Part  III.— 
Class  I.,  848 
Wellington  College  and  Girls'  High  School 
BUi,  2b.  593 

New  Plymouth  Borough  and  Harbour  Board 

Street  and  Reserve  Exchange  BiU, 
le.,  2b.  167 ;  Sb.  683 

New  Plymouth  Recreation  and  Racecourse  Re- 
serve BiU, 
l.e.,  SB.  167 

Nev)  River  Harbour  Board  Loan  Bitt, 
h.,  2b.  18 

Newton  Flogging  Case, 
h.,  q.  (Sir  3.  Vogel),  178 


Ngatikuia  and  Rangitane  Natives, 
h.,  m.  (Mr.  Parata),  290 

Normal  and  IVatmn^  Schools, 
h.,  q.  (Dr.  Fitchett),  537 

North  Auckland  Trunk  Railway, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Moat),  234  ;  q.  (Mr.  B.  Thompson), 


North  Dunedin  Cemetery  Extension  BUI, 
I.C.,  2b.  419 

North  of  Auckland  Roads, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  B.  Thompson),  292 

Nolown-Qri 


^olown-Qreymouth  Telephone, 
k.,  q.  (Mr.  Guinness),  124 


o. 

Oamaru  Harbour  Board  Loan  Bitt, 
U.,   2b.    170;   3b.   354;    Cons,   of   Amend. 
772 

h.,  Cons,  of  Amend.  478 

Obscene  Language, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Izard),  531 

0'Cali.aqhan,  Mr.  A.  P.,  Lincoln, 

Canterbury  Education  Board  Office,  <;.  608 

Education,  m.  576 

Financial  Statement,  m.  791 

Lake  Ellesmere  Beclamation,  q.  236,  237 

Land  Bill,  Cons,  of  Amend.  870 

Lincoln  Agricultural  College,  q.  607 

Loan  Bill,  Com.  969 

Market  Bailway-tickets,  m.  861 

Kative  Land  Court  Bill,  2b.  963 

Rabbit  Nuisance,  Bep.  Sel.  Com.  640 

Bepresentation  BiU,  2b.  344 ;  3b.  603 ;  P«M. 

519,  520 
Stationmasters  in  Grain  Districts,  q.  237 
Supply — 
Consolidated  Fund — 
Class  I.,  854,  866,  857 
Class  v.,  907,  926,  926 
Public  Works  Fund,  Part  I.— 
Class  IV.,  792 
Class  VIII.,  796,  &c. 
Public  Works  Fund,  Part  II.— 

Class  II.,  842 
Public  Works  Fund,  Part  III.- 
Class  I.,  849,  850,  853 

O'OoNOB,  Mr.  E.  J.,  Buller, 
Adjournment,  m.  363,  364,  365,  367 
Appropriation  Bill,  2b.  1019 
Auditing  Public  Bodies'  Accounts,  ;.  296 
Customs  Tariff,  m.  67 
Education:    Obs.  as  to  "Fair,"  963,  964, 

1007 
Government  Railways  BiU,  Pers.  Ezpl.  802; 

Governor's  Amend.  986 
Land  for  Settlements  BiU,  m.  178 
Legislative  Expenditure,  {.  295 
Bepresentation  BUI,  Com.  888,  408,  409 


Digitized  by 


Google 


zzn 


O'CO 


[INDEX.] 


PEA 


[1887 


O'CktHOB,  Mr.  E.  3.— continued. 
Supply- 
Consolidated  Fand — 

Class  I.,  854,  856 
Public  Works  Fund,  Part  I.— 
Class  IV.,  795 
Class  Vni.,  799 
Westpoit   Harbour,    Bep.    Sel.    Com.    778, 
&o. 

Oliver,  Hon.  B.,  Otago, 
Divisions,  m.  759 

Government  Railways  Bill,  2b.  814 
Midland    Bailway   Contract,   m.    110,   114, 

231 
North  Dunedin  Cemetery  Extension  Bill,  2b. 

419,  421 
Otago  Central  Railway  Bill,  2b.  692 
Parliamentary  Honorarium   and  Privileges 

Bill,  2b.  414,  456 
Reporting  Debates,  m.  619 
Representation  Bill,  Sb.  599 
Scripture-lesson  Books,  m.  286 
Wellington  College  and  Girls'  High  School 

BUI,  Obs.  685 

Onehunga  Wharf  Charges, 
h.,  2.  (Mr.  Hamlin),  711 

Ophir-lilatakanui  Telephcme, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Pyke),  125 

Opunake  Harbour  Board  Bill, 
h.,  2b.  546 

Order  of  BuHness, 

h.,  q.  (Sir  J.  Vogel),  369 ;  m.  (Major  Atkinson), 
548 

Obuond,  Mr.  J.  D.,  Napier, 
Education  Reserves,  q.  868,  869 
Harper,  W.,  q.  825 
Napier  Mariners  on  Juries,  q.  638 
Porangahau    Block,   Bep.    Sel.    Com.    704, 

709 
Supply — 
Consolidated  Fund — 
Class  v.,  885 

Otago  Central  Railtoay, 
h..  Rep.  Sel.  Com.  116;  q.  (Mr.  Fish),  588 

Otago  Central  Baihoay  Extetiaion  and  Con- 
struction Bill, 
h..  Com.  554 ;  Sb.  557 
I.C.,  iB.  597 ;  2b.  692,  929 

Otago  Dock  Trust, 
h.,  Rep.  Sel.  Com.  118 

Otago  Education  Board, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Ross),  827 

Otago  Harbour  Board  Bill, 
h.,  SB.  646 
I.e.,  IB.  597 ;  2b.  757 ;  Sb.  928 

Owen,  A., 
l.e.,  Obs.  (Hon.  Mr.  Bonar),  616,  686 


Owhaoko  Land, 
fc.,  2.  (Mr.  Carroll),  121 

{.c,  m.  (Hon.  Sir  F.  WhUaker),  224 ;  m.  (Hon. 
Mi.  Mantell),  446, 683 


P. 

Paatu,  Horomona, 
I.C.,  m.  (Hon.  Mr.  Taiaroa),  221 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Taiwhanga),  628 

Pacific  ItaU  Service, 
1.0.,  q.  (Hon.  Mr.  Menzies),  617 

Paerod  Registrar  of  Births, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Cadman),  292 

Pabata,  Mr.  T.,  Southern  Maori, 
Bible-reading  in  Schools  Bill,  2b.  31 
Government  Railways  Bill,  Cons,  of  Amend. 

987 
Hohepa  Earetai  and  Others,  q.  528 
Horomona  Paatu  and  Others,  q.  528 
Eamo  and  Kawakawa  Railways  Connection 

and  Construction  Bill,  2b.  573 
Land  Bill,  Com.  614 
Native  Lands,  2-  234 

Ngatikuia  and  Rangitane  Natives,  m.  290 
Parliamentary   Honorarium  and  Privileges 

Bill,  2b.  220 
Porangahau  Block,  m.  710 
Representation  Bill,  2b.  336 ;  Com.  376 ;  8b. 

602 
Sealing,  q.  823 

South  Island  Native  Land  Purchases,  m.  188 
South  Island  Native  Reserves,  2-  293 
South  Island  (Westland  and  Nelson)  Native 

Reserves  Bill,  2b.  937 

Parliamentary  Honorarium  and  Privileges, 
I.C.,  m.  (Hon.  Dr.  Pollen),  411,  447 

Parliamentary  Honorarium  and  Privileges  Act, 
I.C.,  2-  (Hon.  Mr.  Reynolds),  946 

Parliamentary  Honorarium  and  Privileges  Bill, 
A.,  2b.  192;  8b.  306 
2.0.,  IB.  354 ;  2b.  464 ;  Com.  523 ;  3b.  526 

Parliamentary  Papers, 
h.,  q.  (Major  Stewart),  821 

Paruor-Whangarei  Telephone, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  X.  Thompson),  585 

Payments  for  Land, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Buchanan),  685 

Pbacock,  Hon.  J.  T.,  Canterbury, 
Culverden-Hajimer  Plains  Road,  2-  757 
Dairy  Produce,  m.  522 
Divisions,  m.  759 

Government  Railways  Bill,  2b.  818 
Hoera  te  Mimiha  and  Hone  Koraneho,  m. 

118 
Parliamentary   Honorarium  and  Privileges 

Bill,  m.  457 
Public  Bodies*  Powers  Bill,  2b.  949 
Representation  Bill,  2b.  699 
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Pbacook,  Mr.  T.,  Ponaonby, 
Aackland  airls'  High  School  Bill,  SB.  644, 

650 
Aackland  Lonatic  Asylum,  q.  638 
Cuvier  Island  Lighthoase,  q.  286 
Gisbome  Harbour  Board  Bill,  2b.  12 
Qovemment  Business,  Obs.  589 
Government  Railways  Bill,  2b.  2S1 ;  Oong.  of 

Amend.  986 
Midland  Bailway  Contract  Bill,  m.  971 
Mining  Bill,  Com.  939,  940 
Parliamentary  Honorarium  and   Privileges 

Bill,  2b.  197 ;  Com.  306 
Pnkekohe  Borough  Bill,  2b.  9 
Supply — 
Consolidated  Fund — 
Class  I.,  854 
Class  v.,  884,  Ac. 
Class  XII.,  1014 
Public  Works  Fund,  Part  I.— 
Class  IV.,  793 
Class  VIII.,  796 
Public  Works  Fund,  Part  H.— 
Class  II.,  841 
Class  IV.,  843 
Public  Works  Fund,  Part  III.— 

Class  I.,  847 
Unauthorised  Expenditure,  1015 
Wellington  College  and  Girls'  High  School 
Bill,  2b.  592  ;  Com.  593 

Pkabson,  Mr.  W.  P.,  Ashley, 
Appropriation  Bill,  2r.  1021 
Education,  Obs.  963,  964,  1007 
Free  Passes  to  Children  attending  School, 

9.839 
Supply — 
Public  Works  Fund,  Part  I.— 
Class  VIII.,  802 

Pensions, 
h.,  m.  (Mr.  W.  D.  Stewart),  592 

Pkbcbvai.,  Mr.  W.  B.,  Chrittehureh  South, 
Adjournment,  m.  867 
Oisbome  Harbour  Board  Bill,  2b.  16 
Loan  Bill,  2b.  754;  Cons,  of  Amend.  1008 
Midland  Bailway  Contract  Bill,  m.  975 
Ministers'  Salaries  and  Allowances  Bill,  2b. 

100 
Native  Land  Court  Bill,  2b.  962 
New  Biver  Harbour  Board  Loan  Bill,  2b.  19 
Bepresentation  Bill,  Com.  384 
Supply- 
Public  Works  Fund,  Part  I.— 
Class  VIII.,  796 

Ptrmanent  Volunteer  Force, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Joyce),  121 

Ptrsoru  imprisoned  for  Debt, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Seddon),  607 

Petxb,  Hon.  W.  S.,  Canterbury, 
Wellington  College  and  Girls'  High  School 
BiU,  2b.  859 

Petane-Wairoa  Road, 
h.,  q.  (Captain  Bussell),  237 


Phabaztk,  Hon.  K.,  Wellington, 

Australasian  Naval  Defence  Bill,  2b.  981 
Dairy  Produce,  m.  522 
Fisheries  Conservation  Bill,  2b.  944 
Government  Loans  to  Local  Bodies  Bill,  2b. 

628 
Qovemment  Bailways  Bill,  Cons,  of  Amend. 

978 
Midland  Railway  Revised  Contract,  m.  110 
Municipal  Corporations  Bill,  2b.  289 
Public  Bodies'  Leaseholds  Act,  m.  688 
Public  Bodies'  Powers  Bill,  2b.  949 
Public  Reserves  Sale  Bill,  2b.  945 
Pukekohe  Borough  Bill,  Com.  981 
Bepresentation  Bill,  2b.  598 
Scripture-lesson  Books,  m.  285 
State's  Property  in  Running  Water,- ?n.  942 
Tenants'  Relief,  m.  169 
Wan^anui  Harbour  Bill,  2b.  863,  867 
Wellmgton  College  and  Girls'  High  School 

Bill,  2b.  862 

Pharmacy  Bill, 
l.e.,  8b.  446 
/>.,  IB.  467 ;  2b.  603 ;  Sb.  638 

Pitone  Railway-station, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Fitzherbert),  127 

Point  Betolution, 
h.,  Sel.  Com.  639 

Pollen,  Hon.  Dr., 
I.e.,  m.  (Hon.  Colonel  Brett),  617 

PoLtAR,  Hon.  D.,  Auehland, 
Government  Business,  m.  446 
Government   Loans   to   Local    Bodies,    m. 

108 
Midland  Railway  Revised  Contract,  m.  Ill 
Municipal  Corporations  Bill,  2b.  356 
Parliamentary  Honorarium  and   Privileges 

Bill,  m.  411,  452,  464 ;  2b.  466  ;  Com.  523, 

526 

Porangahau  Block, 
h.,  Bep.  Sel.  Com.  703 

Port  Chalmers  Dock  Trust, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Allen),  178 

Postal  Question  taith  France, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Joyce),  603 

Post  and  Telegraph  Office  at  Buntermtte, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Bruce),  829 

Price,  Henry, 
h.,  Bep.  Sel.  Com.  8 

Privilege, 
I.C.,  m.  (Hon.  Mr.  Taiaroa),  620 

Privilege :  Words  used  by  Sir  J.  Vogel, 
h.,  Obs.  (Sir  J.  Vogel),  427,  608 

Probates, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Valentine),  825 
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ProelamaHon  Validation  Bill, 
I.e.,  2b.  321 ;  SB.  281 

Property-tax  BiU, 
h.,  m.  666 ;  1b.  667  ;  2b.  669 ;  Com.  952 ;  SB. 

958 
I.C.,  IB.  979 ;  2b.  a&d  8b.  980 

Proptrty-tax  Officials'  Bonitsu, 
h.,  {.  (Mr.  B.  Thompson),  127 

Property-tax  Valuation, 
h.,  2.  (Mr.  Cowan),  638 

Public  Bodies'  Leaseholds  Act, 
Ix.,  m.  (Hon.  Colonel  Brett),  683 

Public  Bodies'  Leaseholds  Bill, 
h.,  IB.  176 ;  2b.  643 ;  3b.  939  (sett  Public  Bodies' 
Powers  Bill) 

Public  Bodies'  Powers  Bill, 
I.C.,  iB.  946 ;  2b.  and  Sb.  950 

Public  Libraries, 
h.,  g.  (Mr.  Smith),  186 ;  q.  (Mr.  Guinness),  606 

Public  Proclamation  Validation  Bill, 
h.,  iB.,  2b.,  and  3b.  116 
Ix.,  iB.  167 

Public  Reserves  Sale  Bill, 
h.,  iB.  603 ;  2b.  9.32 ;  3b.  933 
I.C.,  iB.  928;  2b.  944 

Public  Revenues  Bill, 
fc.,2B.  970;  3b.  973 
I.e.,  iB.,  2b.,  and  3b.  975 

Public  Works  Appropriation  Bill, 
h.,  iB.,  2b.,  and  3b.  1019 
I.e.,  iB.,  2b.,  and  3b.  975 

Public  Works  Bill, 
h.,  iB.  290 ;  2b.  and  3b.  939 
le.,  IB.  940;  2b.  and  3b.  941 

Public  Works  not  let  by  Public  Competition, 
h.,  m.  (Mr.  Goldie),  128 

Public  Works  Statement, 
h.  (Mr.  Mitchelson),  578 

Piikekohe  Borough  BUI, 
h.,  2b.  8  ;  8b.  546 
I.C.,  IB.  597 ;  2b.  757 ;  8b.  930 

Ptkb,  Mr.  v.,  DuTutan, 

Brown,  Mr.,  to.  358,  860 

Clyde  Post-offlce,  q.  125 

Ophir-Matakanui  Telephone,  q.  125 

Order  of  Business,  m.  552 

Otago  Central  Bailway  Extension  and  Con- 
stmction  Bill,  Com.  554,  556 

Babbit  Nuisance,  q.  530 

Bepresentation  Bill,  2b.  329 

Supply- 
Consolidated  Fund — 
Class  v.,  880 


Babbit-exterminator, 
h.,  m.  (Mr.  Dobson),.60S 

Rabbit  Nuisance, 
h.,  Bep.  Sel.  Com.  639 

Rabbit  Nuisance  Act, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Pyke),  530 

Rabbit  Pest, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Anderson),  122 

Raiboay  Freight  on  Earthenware, 
h.,  q.  (Dr.  Fitchett),  121 

Railway  Freight  on  Pressed  Straw, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Anderson),  607 

Railway  Workshops, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Fish),  291 

Rangitikei  River, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Bruce),  119 

Rates  on  Land, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Marohant),  53T 

Reciprocity  with  Australia, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Bhodes),  185 

Reefton  Town  Sections, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  B.  H.  J.  Beeves),  1017 

Beeves,  Mr.  B.  H.  J.,  Inangahua, 
Appropriation  Bill,  2b.  1018 
Australian  Centenary,  m.  547 
Baddeley,  ilr.,  q.  712 
Bible-reading  in  Schools  Bill,  2b.  28 
Fergusson,  Sir  J.,  q.  236 
Fisheries  Conservation  Bill,  2b.  970 
Government  Business,  m.  56 
Government  Railways  Bill,  2b.  277 ;  3b.  664 ; 

m.  986,  9S8  ;  Com.  991 
Kamo  and  Kawakawa  Railways  Connection 

and  Construction  Bill,  2a.  573 
Local  Rates,  q.  236 
Maruia-Amuri  Horse-track,  q.  711 
Midland  Railway,  5.  829 
Native  Land  Coiirt  Bill,  2b.  960 
New  Zealand  Loan  Bill,  Com.  969 
Parliamentary  Honorarium   and    Privilege* 

Bill,  2b.  216 
Property- tax  Bill,  2b.  677 
Bed  Hill  Gold-mining  Company,  q.  984,  986 
Beefton  Town  Sections,  q.  1017 
Bepresentation  Bill,  2b.  348;  Becom.  44i; 

m.  504 
Supply — 
Consolidated  Fund — 
Class  v.,  918 
Class  XII.,  1013 
Class  XIII.,  1014 
Class  XIV.,  1014 
Public  Works  Fund,  Part  I.— 
Class  II.,  1015 
Class  IV.,  794 
Tobacco  License,  q.  627 
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Bksvks,  Mr.  B.  H.  J. — continued. 
West  Coast  Mail  Contiacts,  q.  712 
Westport  Haiboui,  Bep.  Sel.  Com.  774 

Bebtxs,  Mr.  W.  P.,  St.  AWhuu, 

Adjournment,  m.  869 

Bible-reading  in  Schools  Bill,  2b.  89 

Edncation,  Obs.  964 

Government  Business,  m.  64,  67 

Government  Bailways  Bill,  Com.  614;   Sb. 
660 

Land  Bill,  Com.  644 

Loan  Bill,  2b.  739 

Native  Land  Court  Bill,  2b.  961 

ITew  Zealand  Loan  Bill,  Com.  968 

Parliamentary  Honorarium   and    Privileges 
Bill,  2b.  207,  221 

Bepresentation  Bill,  2b.  328,  331 ;  Com.  402, 
409 ;  SB.  502 ;  m.  518 

Supply- 
Consolidated  Fund — 

Class  v.,  872,  877,  890 
Public  Works  Fund,  Part  III.— 
Class  I.,  848,  849 

Remington-Lee  Rifles, 
h.,  2.  (Major  Jackson),  126 

Reporting  Debates, 
Ix.,  m.  (Hon.  Mr.  Menzies),  618 

Bepresentation  Bill, 
h.,  2b.  807 ;  Com.  370 ;  Becom.  428 ;  m.  474, 

494 ;  8b.  502 
I.e.,  1b.  521 ;  2b.  697 ;  Com.  632 ;  3b.  6S3 

Btsident  Magistrates'  Courts  Charges, 
k.,  q.  (Mr.  Marchant),  235 

Betkou>3,  Hon.  W.  H.,  Otago, 
Divisions,  m.  759 

Government  Business,  m.  446,  447,  617 
Government  Bailways  Bill,  2b.  815 
Horomona  Paatu,  m.  223 
Land  Bill,  2b.  764 
Local  Government,  q.  858 
Municipal  Corporations  Bill,  2b.  288;  Com. 

522;  m.  943 
Kaval  and  Militarv  Settlers'  and  Volunteers' 

Land  Bill,  2b.  951 
Korth  Dunedin  Cemetery  Extension  Bill,  2b. 

420 
Parliamentary  Honorarium  and  Privileges 

Bill,  2b.  418,  447,  465;  g.  946 
Publio  Bodies'  Leaseholds  Act,  m.  683 
Public  Bodies'  Powers  Bill,  2b.  947,  948 
Public  Beserves  Sale  Bill,  2a.  944 
Bepresentation  Bill,  2b.  601 
Special  Powers  and  Contracts  Bill,  m.  809 
State's  Property  in  Running  Water,  m.  942 
Wanganui  Harbour  Bill,  2b.  865 
Wellington  College  and  Girls'  High  School 

Bill,  2b.  634,  637 ;  m.  861,  862 

Bhodes,  Mr.  A.  E.  G.,  Oladstone, 
Chattels  Seciuities  Acts,  q.  166 
Land  Transfer  Act,  q.  186 
Reciprocity  trith  Australia,  q.  166 
Vaccine  Lymph,  q.  120 


RiCBABDSON,  Mr.  E.,  C.M.Q.,  Kaiapoi, 
Government  Railways  Bill,  2b.  241 ;  3b.  662, 

654  ;  3b.  659,  661 
Kaiapoi  Cadet  Corps,  q.  292 
Kewton  Flogging  Csise,  q.  183 
Oamaru  Harbour  Board  Loan  Bill,  m.  473 
Publio  Works  BiU,  Com.  939 
Supply- 
Consolidated  Fund — 

Class  XII.,  1013 
Public  Works  Fund,  Part  I.— 
Class  VIII.,  802,  803 
Class  IX.,  830 
Publio  Works  Fund,  Part  III.— 
Class  II.,  845 
Teremakau  Railway  Bridge,  q.  296 
Wairarapa  North  County  Council  Empower- 
ing BiU,  2b.  6 

RiCHABDsoH,  Mr.  G.  F.,  Mataura  (Minister  of 

Mines  and  of  Lands), 
Appropriation  Bill,  2b.  1022 
Arahura  River,  q.  532 
Assays,  q.  604 

Auckland  Mining  Companies,  q.  296 
Brunnerton  Borough  Endowment,  q.  582 
Deferred-payment  Settlers,  q.  711 
Lake  Ellesmere  Reclamation,  q.  237 
Forest-tree-planting,  q.  120 
Government  Business,  m.  53 
Grass-seed-sowing,  m.  237 
Immigrants,  q.  529 
Land  Bill,  2b.  128,  135,  136;  Com.  641,  696; 

m.  870,  983 
'  Makaretu  Road,  q.  237 
Maketu  Township,  q.  583 
Mamia-Amuri  Horse-track,  q.  711 
Masterton-Mangamahoe  Block,  q.  1017 
Midland  Railway,  {.  279,  302 
Minos  and  Geological  Department,  q.  629 
Mining  Bill  (No.  2),  2b.  2Sr9,  281 ;  Com.  940 
Naval  and  Military  Settlers  and  Volunteers, 

o.  119 
Nelson  Roads,  q.  712 
Otogo  Central  Railway  Bill,  m.  557 
Petane-Wairoa  Rood,  q.  237 
Rabbit  Nuisance,  Rep.  Sel.  Com.  643 
Rabbit  Nuisance  Act,  q.  530 
Rabbit  Pest,  q.  123 

Bed  Hill  Goldmining  Company,  q.  986 
Reefton  Town  Sections,  q.  1017 
Rotorua  Township,  q.  536 
Scab,  q.  531 

South  Canterbury  Railway  Reserves,  q.  638 
Special  Settlements,  q.  291 
"  Stork's  Purchase,"  ^.  124 
Subsidy  for  Wire-nettmg,  q.  128 
Supply — 

Consolidated  Fund — 
Class  X.,  1018 
Class  XIV.,  1014 

Publio  Works  Fund,  Part  III.— 
Class  I.,  847,  848,  849 
State  Forests  Department,  q.  825 
Survey  Department  Draughtsmen,  q.  123 
Teremakau  River,  q.  632 
"  Unemployed  and  the  Remedy,"  q.  629 
Village  Settlers,  q.  119 
Voakes,  3.,  q.  824 
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BlOHMOHD,  Hon.  J.  0.,  Nehon, 
Australasian  Naval  Defence  Bill,  m.  984 
Hoiomona  Paatu,  m.  222 
Mangapapa  and  Mangoira  Blocks,  m.  758 
Native  Land  Administration  Bill,  Com.  688; 

8b.  764 
Oamam  Harbour  Board  Loan  Bill,  2b.  171 
Owen,  A.,  Obs.  616 
Parliamentary  Honorarium  and   Privileges 

Bill,  2r.  462 
State's  Property  in  Running  Water,  m.  941 
Taiaroa,  T.  K.,  m.  946 
Wanganui  Harbour  Bill,  2b.  865 

Boss,  Mr.  A.  H.,  Roslyn, 

Government  Railways  Bill,  8r.  6C5 ;  m.  988 ; 

Com.  991 
Midland  Railway  Contract  Bill,  m.  974 
Maori  Hill  Postal  Delivery,  q.  293 
Native  Land  Court  Bill,  2b.  961 
Otago  Central  Railway,  m.  117 
Otago  Education  Board,  q.  827 
Otago  Harbour  Board  Bill,  2b.  8 
Supply — 
Consolidated  Fund — 

Class  v.,  918 
Public  Works  Fund,  Pilrt  I.— 
Class  IX.,  840 

Botorua  Township, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Carroll),  586 

Botorua^Wairoa  Boad, 
h.,  g.  (Mr.  Kelly),  285 

Russiti.,  Mr.  W.  R.,  Hawke'a  Bay, 
Government  Railways  Bill,  2b.  256 
Hastings  Railway-station,  q.  829 
Parliamentary  Honorarium  and   PriTileges 

Bill,  2b.  203 
Petane-Wairoa  Road,  q.  237 
Porangahau  Block,  m.  708 
Property-tax  Bill,  2r.  675 
Babbit  Nuisance,  Rep.  Sel.  Com.  640,  642 


'tt 


ublic  Works  Fund,  Part  I. — 
Glass  IX.,  839 


s. 

Bamoei.,  Mr.  b.,  New  Plymouth,  • 
Administration  Bill,  2b.  188 
Bible-reading  in  Schools  Bill,  2b.  46,  47 
Customs  Tariff,  m.  68 
Education,  m.  575,  578 
Gisbome  Harbour  Board  Bill,  2b.  12 
Government  Business,  m.  53,  67,  58 
Government  Railways  Bill,  2b.  250 
Imprest  Supply  Bill  (No.  3),  471 
Kamo  and  Kawakawa  Railwajrs  Connection 

and  Construction  Bill,  2b.  567 
Legislative  Councillors,  Obs.  609;  m.  788, 825 
Midland  Railway,  m.  297,  801 
Native  Land  Court  Bill,  2b.  956, 958,  960,  961 
Naval  and  Military  Settlers'  and  Volunteers' 

Land  Bill,  2b.  939 
Order  of  BusiueB.s,  m.  649,  6SS 


Samukl,  Mr.  O. — continued. 
Parliamentary  Honorarium   and   Pnvilegas 

Bill,  2b.  194,  195 
Porangahau  Block,  m.  709 
Public  Bodies'  Finance  and  Powers  Bill,  2s. 

643 
Pukekohe  Borough  Bill,  2b.  9, 10 
Representation  Bill,  2b.  812,  319 
Supply- 
Consolidated  Fund — 

Class  I.,  855 
Public  Works  Fund,  Part  I.— 

Class  Vin.,  797,  798 
Public  Works  Fund,  Part  III.— 
Class  I.,  853 
Wairarapa  North  County  Council  Empower- 
ing Bill,  2b.  7 
Westport  Harbour,  m.  777 

Sandon  and  Carnarvon  Small-farm  Association, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Wilson),  124 

Scab, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Lanoe),  630 

Scotland,  Hon.  H.,  Taranaki, 
Divisions,  m.  758,  T61 
Government  Railways  Bill,  2b.  816 
Joint  House  Committee,  m.  762 
Mangopapa  and  MangoiraBlocks,  m.  758 
Municipal  Corporations  Bill,  2b.  289 
Native  Land  Administration  Act  Repeal  Bill, 

8b.  764 
North  Dunedin  Cemetery  Extension  Bill,  2b. 

420 
Otago  Central  Railway  Bill,  2b.  698 
Parliamentary   Honorarium    and   Privileges 

Bill,  Obs.  417,  448,  466 
Reporting  Debates,  m.  619 
Representation  Bill,  2b.  599 
Soripture-lesson  Books,  m.  283 
Special  Powers  and  Contracts  Bill,  m.  808 
Wellington  College  and  Girls'  High  Sohool 

Bill,  2b.  634,  686 

Schools  and  Colleges  BatiTig  Exemption  Bill, 
h.,  IB.  116 

Seriptvre-lesson  Books, 
I.C.,  m.  (Hon.  :Mr.  Hart),  281 

SeacUff  Asylum,     . 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Fish),  822 

Sealing, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Paiata),  828 

SzDDOK,  Mr.  R.  J.,  KuTnara, 
Arahura  Railway-bridge,  q.  295 
Arahura  River,  q.  532 
Auckland  Mining  Companies,  q.  295 
Bible-reetding  in  Schools  Bill,  2b.  52 
Chinese,  q.  295 ;  m.  361 
Customs  Tariff,  m.  61,  71,  73 
Education,  m.  576,  578  ;  q.  605 
Engineers  on  Foreign  Steamers,  q.  294 
Fair  Rent  Bill,  2b.  564 
Government  Business,  m.  69,  61 ;  m.  540 
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Skddost,  Mr.  R.  3.— continued. 

Government  Printing  Office,  5.  535 

Government  Railways  Bill,  3b.  656,  661 

Governor's  Salary  and  Allowances  Bill,  2b. 
76  77  81 

"Hineraoa"  and  "  Stella,"  j.  534 

Imprest  Supply  Bill  (No.  S),  m.  468,  471, 473, 
487 

Land  Bill,  2b.  158, 159, 160 ;  m.  871 

Land  for  Settlements  Bill,  m.  177, 178 

Loan  Bill,  2b.  668 

Local  Bodies'  Ijoans  Bill,  Com.  595 ;  m. 
596 

Local  Government,  q.  604 

Maraden,  Dunganville,  and  Greenstone  Tele- 
phone, g.  125 

Mines  and  Geological  Departments,  q.  529  . 

Mining  Bill  (No.  2),  2b.  279,  281;  Com. 
940 

Native  Land  Gonrt  Bill,  2b.  958,  963 

Nelson  Roods,  5.  712 

Order  of  Business,  m.  370,  553,  554 

Otago  Central  Railway  Extension  and  Con- 
struction Bill,  Com.  557;  m.  558 

Parliamentary  Honorarium  and  Privileges 
Bill,  2r.  200;  Com.  306 

Persons  imprisoned  for  Debt,  5.  607 

Representation  Bill,.  2b.  308,  818,  314,  317, 
818,  349,  852,  853;  Com.  378,  888,  404, 
409,  410,  429,  430,  431,  432, 439, 441 ;  Cons, 
of  Amend.  480,  505,  510,  519 

Supply — 
Consolidated  Fund — 
Class  v.,  878,  879,  887,  892,  923,  925, 

926 
Class  X.,  927 
Public  Works  Fund,  Port  I.— 
Class  IV..  798.  794 
Class  VIII.,  796,  798 
Public  Works  Fund,  Part  III.— 
Class  I.,  847 
Cla.s.q  II.,  845 
Class  III.,  846 

Teremakau  Railway-bridge,  j.  294 

Teremakau  River,  q.  532 

Torpedo  lost,  q.  606 

Victorian  Exhibition,  q.  828 

Waitotara  Election,  OSs.  537 

West  Coast  Mail  Contracts,  q.  712 

Westport  Harbour,  m.  778 

SETvonR,  Mr.  A.  P.,  Waimca-PicUm, 
Land  Bill,  2r.  145  ;  Com.  542 
Point  Resolution,  Rep.  Sel.  Com.  639 
Sounds  County  Railway-sleepers,  q.  127 
Supply — 
Consolidated  Fund — 
Class  v.,  877 
Wakapuaka  Larrikinism,  q.  823 

Shannon  Mails, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Wilson),  637 

Sheep  Bill, 

h.,  1b.  638 ;  2b.  and  8b.  952 
Ix.,  2b.  1 ;  8b.  597 

Sheep  Inspectors'  Reports, 
h.,  q.  (Ml.  Dodson),  643 


Shepherd,  Hon.  J.,  Nelson, 
Australasian  Naval  Defence  Bill,  2b.  982, 

983,  984 
Divisions,  m.  760 

Government  Railways  Bill,  2b.  816 
Public  Bodies'  Leaseholds  Act,  m.  683 
Wairarapa  North  County  Council  Empower- 
ing Bill,  m.  932 

Shbiuski,  Hon.  S.  E.,  Ota^o, 
Midland  Railway  Revised  Contract,  m.  232 
Ministers'  Salaries  and  Allowances  Bill,  2b. 

467 
Municipal  Corporations  Bill,  2b.  288 ;  Com. 

522 
Native  Land  Administration  Bill,  m.  617, 621, 

687 
Native  Bills,  Obs.  423 
North  Dunodin  Cemetery  Extension  Bill,  2b. 

421,  422 
Oamaru  Harbour  Board  Loan  Bill,  2b.  171 
Otago  Central  Railway  Bill,  2b.  699 
Owen,  A..,.m.  616 
Owhaoko  Case,  m.  684 
Parliamentary  Honorarium  and   Privileges 

Bill,  2b.  462 
Representation  Bill,  2b.  600 
South  Island  Pastoral  Runs,  m.  597 
"  Unemployed,"  q.  167 
Wellington  College  and  Girls'  High  School 

Bill,  Obs.  685 

Slaughterhouses  BiU, 
h.,  IB.  307 
I.C.,  2b.  167 ;  Com.  290 

Shith,  Mr.  W.  C,  Woodvitle, 

Education,  m.  577 

Education  Reserves,  q.  829 ;  q.  868 ;  m.  869 

Eketahuna-AUredton  Mail  Service,  q.  688 

Government  Business,  Obs.  639 

Government  Leans  to  Local  Bodies,  q.  529 

Land  for  Settlements  Bill,  m.  178 

Loan  Bill,  m.  1008 

Masterton-Eketahuna  Telephone,  q.  293 

Native  Land  Court  Bill,  2b.  959 

Property-tax  Bill,  2b.  669 

Public  Libraries,  q.  186 

Supply — 
Consolidated  Fund — 

Class  v.,  878 
Public  Works  Fund,  Part  I.— 
Class  IV.,  793 

Wairarapa  North  County  Council  Empower- 
ing Bill,  2b.  7 

Sounds  County  Hospital  Represmtotion  BiU, 
h.,  IB.  6.38 ;  2b.  932  ;  3b.  933 
I.C.,  IB.  221 ;  2b.  411;  3b.  597 

Sounds  County  Railway-sleepers, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Seymour),  127 

South  Canterhury  Railway  Reserves, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Duncan),  638 

South  Island  Native  Land  Pwchates, 
h.,  m.  (Mr.  Farata),  188 
J.e.,  m.  (Hon.  Mr.  Taiaroa),  1 
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SozUh  Island  Native  Beservet, 
h.,  2.  (Mr.  Parata),  298 

South  Island  Pastoral  Runs, 
h.,  m.  (Major  Steward),  712 
I.C.,  m.  (Hon.  Mr.  Sbrimski),  597 

South  Island  (Westland  and  Nelson)  Native 

Beserves  Bill, 
h.,  2b.  936 
{.c,  2b.  950 

Sfxakicb,  Hon.  the,  l.o.  (Sir  W.  Fitzheibert), 

Wellington, 
Divisions,  Obs.  760 
Government  Business,  Oba.  446,  447 
Governor's  Salary  and  Allowances  Bill,  Obs. 

354 
Midland  Bailway  Bevised  Contract,  Obs.  225, 

228,  229 
Municipal  Corporations  Bill,  Obs.  943 
North  Donedm   Cemetery  Extension   Bill, 

Obs.  422 
Owen,  A.,  Obs.  616 
Parliamentary  Honorarium   and   Privileges 

Bill,  Obs.  414,  419,  466,  467,  525 
South  Island  (Westland  and  Kelson)  Native 

Reserves  Bill,  2r.  951 
Standing  Orders,  Obs.  929 
Wellington  College  and  Girls'  High  School 
'   BUI,  Obs.  686,  762,  859 

Speaker,  Mr.,  h.  (Sir  G.  Maurice  O'Borke), 

Manukau, 
Adjournment,  Obs.  864,  867 
Appropriation  Bill,  Obs.  1021 
Australasian  Naval  Defence  Bill,  Obs.  1008, 

1004,  1006 
Australian  Centenary,  Obs.  547 
Bible-reading  in  Schools  Bill,  Obs.  33,  48 
Brown,  Mr.,  m.  359,  360 
Education,  Obs.  578 
Government  Business,  m.  57 
Government  Bailways  Bill,  3b.  658;   Obs. 

986 
Governor's  Salary  and  Allowances  Bill,  Obs. 

79 
Imprest  Supply  Bill  (No.  3),  Obs.  472,  484, 

485,  486,  487,  492 
Kamo  and  Kawakawa  Bailways  Connection 

and  Construction  Bill,  2b.  567 
Land  Bill,  m.  544,  545 
Land  for  Settlements  Bill,  Obs.  178 
Loan  Bill,  Obs.  1008 
Maori  Hansard,  q.  528 
Ministers'  Salaries  and  Allowances  Bill,  2b. 

99,100 
Native  Land  Court  Bill,  Obs.  959 
Order  of  Business,  Obs.  549,  554 
Otago  Central  Bailway  Bill,  Obs.  667 
Bailway  Workshops,  Obs.  292 
Bepresentation  Bill,  2b.  812,  814,  827 ;  Com. 

380,  390,  398,  399,  408,  432, 438,  484 
Supply,  Obs.  1016 
Supply  Bills,  Obs.  1022 
Wairarapa  North  County  Council  Empower- 
ing Bill,  2b.  7 
Waitotara  Election,  Obs.  646 
Westport  Harbour,  Obs.  777 


Special  Powers  and  Contract*  BUI, 
U.,  m.  (Hon.  Mr.  Waterhouse),  807 

Special  Settlements, 
h.,  2.  (Mr.  Wilson),  291 

Stamp  Act, 
h.,  Obs.  (Mr.  W.  D.  Stewart),  6 

Standing  Orders, 
h.,  q.  (Major  Steward),  604 
l.e.,  m.  (Hon.  Mr.  Waterhouse),  929 

"  Stark's  Pwchau," 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Monk),  124 

State  Forests  Departmemt, 
%.,  q.  (Mr.  Moat),  824 

State's  Property  in  Bunning  Water, 
I.C.,  m.  (Hon.  Mr.  Menzies),  941 

Staiionmasters  in  Orain  Districts, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  O'Callaghan),  237 

Stevens,  Hon.  E.  C.  J.,  Canterbury  (Member 

of  the  Executive  without  Portfolio), 
Culverden-Hanmer  Plains  Boad,  q.  '758 
Dairy  Produce,  »i.  521 
Fisheries  Conservation  Bill,  2r.  943,  944 
Government   Loans   io   XiOcal    Boidies,    m. 

104 
Government  Loans  to  Local  Bodies  Bill,  2a. 

626, 627,  629 
Horomona  Faatu,  m.  221 
Land  Bill,  2b.  764,  770 ;  m.  859,  928 
Local  Bodies'  Loans  Bill,  2b.  630 
Midland  Bailway  Bevised  Contract,  m.  225, 

228,229 
Municipal  Corporations  Bill,  2b.  288,  357 ; 

m.  942 
Parliamentary  Honorarium  and   Privileges 

Bill,  2b.  453 
Public  Bodies'  Leaseholds  Act,  m.  683 
Public  Bodies'  Powers  Bill,  2b.  946,  949 
Public  Beserves  Sale  Bill,  2b.  944 
Bepresentation  Bill,  2b.  600 
Scripture-lesson  Books,  m.  283 
Sheep  Bill,  2e.  3 

South  Island  Native  Land  Purchases,  m,  1 
South  Island  Pastoral  Buns,  m.  597 
Tenants'  Belief,  m.  169 
Wellington  College  and  Girls'  High  School 

Bill,  2b.  633,  637,  764,  861,  862 

Steward,  Major  W.  J.,  Waimate, 
Adjournment,  m.  368 
Government  Business,  m.  54,  639 
Land  Bill,  2b.  160 ;  Com.  594 
Lajid  for  Settlements  Bill,  m.  178 
Middle  Island  Half-caste  Claims,  q.  292 
Native  Land  Court  Bill,  2b.  963 
Naval  and  Military  Settlers'  and  Yolunteets' 

Land  Bill,  2b.  939 
New  Hebrides,  o.  290 
Parliamentary  Honorarium  and  PiiTileges 

Bill,  2b.  202 
Parliamentary  Papers,  q.  821 
Property-tax  Bill,  m.  675 
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Steward,  Major  W.  J. — eontinued. 
Bepresentation   Bill,    2b.  3iS;    Com.   899; 

Cons,  of  Amend.  509,  520 
South  Island  Pastoral  Runs,  m.  712 
Swply — 
Consolidated  Fund — 
Class  v.,  912,  922 
Class  X.,  927 
Waimate,  Oamaru,  and  Timaru  Freights,  q. 
630 

SzBWAST,  Mr.  W.  D.,  JDunedin  West, 

Administration  Bill,  2b.  190 

Auckland  Girls'  High  School  Bill,  8b.  645, 
648 
'  Bible-reading  in  Schools  Bill,  2b.  42,  43,  44 

ChristchuTch  District  Drainage  Bill  (No.  2), 
548 

Financial  Statement,  m.  789 

Fisheries  'Conservation  Bill,  2b.  969 

Oisbome  Harbour  Board  Bill,  2b.  16, 17 

Government  Railways  Bill,  m.  986 

Governor's  Salary  and  Allowances  Bill,  2b. 
76,  89 ;  TO.  303 

Imprest  Supply  Bill  (No.  8),  m.  491 

Leith  Yalley-Blueskin  Road,  3.  627 

Midland  Railway,  m.  SOI 

Midland  Railway  Contract  Bill,  m.  973 

Pensions,  m.  592 

Property-tax  Bill,  2r.  667 

Pukekobe  Borough  Bill,  2b.  9 

Representation  Bill,  2b.  308 ;  Com.  411,  432, 
433 ;  Cons.  o{  Amend.  479,  499,  512 

Stamp  Act,  Obs.  5 

Supply — 
Consolidated  Fund — 
Class  I.,  856,  857 

Watrarapa  North  County  Council  Empower- 
ing Bill,  2b.  6 

Westport  Harbour,  m.  775 

Stock  Con/erenee, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Lance),  603 

Stuabt-Mehteath,  Mr.  A.  A.,  Te  Aro, 
Government  Business,  m.  57 
Government  Railways  Bill,  2b.  265,  272 
Ministers'  Salaries  and  Allowances  Bill,  2b. 

102 
Representation   Bill,   2b.    327;    Com.    410, 

484 
Supply —  . 
Public  Works  Fund,  Part  I.— 

Class  IV.,  792.  794,  795 
Public  Works  Fund,  Part  III.— 
Class  I.,  850 
"The   Unemployed  and  the  Remedy,"  q. 
529 

Subtidyfor  Wire-netting, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Cowan),  128 

Survey  Department  Draughtsmen, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Tanner),  123 


Supply, 
Cot 


insolidated  Fund — 

Class  I.,  854, 1011 

Class  n.,  857, 1013 


Supply — continued. 
Consolidated  Fund — eontinued. 

Class  III.,  858,  1013 

Class  IV.,  1013 

Class  v.,  871,  1013 

Class  VI.,  928, 1013 

Class  VII.,  1013 

Class  VIII.,  1013 

Class  IX.,  928,  1013 

Class  X.,  927,  1013 

Class  XI.,  1013 

Class  Xri.,  1013 

Class  XIII.,  928, 1014 

Class  XIV.,  1014 
Government  Insurance  Account,  1015 
Land  Fund  Account,  868,  1014 
Public  Trust  Office  Account,  1015 
Public  Works  Fund,  Part  I.— 

Class  I.,  847,  1011 

Class  II.,  1015 

Class  III.,  795 

Class  IV.,  791 

Class  v.,  795 

Class  VI.,  795 

•Class  VII.,  795 

Class  VIII.,  795 

Class  IX.,  829 

Class  Xt.,  840 

Class  XII.,  841 
Public  Works  Fund,  Part  11.— 

Class  I.,  841 

Class  II.,  841 

Class  III.,  843 

Class  IV.,  843 
Public  Works  Fund,  Part  III.— 

Class  I.,  845 

Glass  II.,  845 

Class  III.,  846 
Unauthorised  Expenditure,  1015 

Supply  Bills, 
h.,  1022 

SwAHSON,  Hon.  W.,  Auckland, 
Divisions,  m.  760 
Government  Railways  Bill,  2b.  820 ;   Com. 

858 
State's   Property   in    Running   Water,   m. 

941 
Wellington  College  and  Girls'  High  School 

Bill,  Obs.  685 


Taiaroa,  T.  K., 
I.C.,  m.  (Hon.  Mr.  Taiaroa),  929,  945 

Taiaboa,  Hon.  H.  E.,  Otago, 
Horomona  Paatu,  m.  221,  223,  224 
Maori  Real  Estate  Management  Bill,  2b.  426 
Midland  Railway  Revised  Contnuit,  m.  231 
Native  Land  Administration  Act  Repeal  Bill, 

2b. 425  ;  m.  621 
Privilege,  Obs.  620 

South  Inland  Native  Land  Purchases,  m.  1 
South  Island  (Westland  and  Nelson)  Native 

Reserves  Bill,  2b.  950 ;  Com.  950 
Taiaroa,  T.  E.,  m.  929,  946 
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Taipua,  Mr.  H.,  Western  Maori, 
Appropriation  Bill,  2r.  1018 
Government  Hallways  Bill,  2b.  987 
Maori  Hansard,  q.  527 
Native  Land  Court  Bill,  2b.  959 
Parliamentary   Honorarium  and    Privileges 

Bill,  2b.  219 
Forangabau  Block,  m.  705,  710 
Bepreaentation  Bill,  2b.  3U6 ;  Com.  373 
Tawhiao,  q.  821 
West   Coast   Settlement  Beserves   Bill,   2b. 

933,  936 
Wirema  te  Aho  and  Others,  q.  293 

n'AlWHAKOA,  Mr.  H.,  Northern  Maori, 

Australasian  Naval  Defence  B.ill,  2r.  1001 
Bible-reading  in  Schools  Bill,  2b.  81 
Despatch  of  Basiness,  q.  536 
Government  Business,  m.  55 
Government  Railways  Bill,  2b.  902 
Horomona  Paatu  and  Others,  q.  528 
Imprest  Supply  Bill  (No.  8),  »«.  492 
Kaihu  Valley  Bailway,  q.  120 
Kamo  and  Kawakawa  Bailways  Connection 

and  Construction  Bill,  2b.  573 
Native  Land  Court  Bill,  2b.  953,  959 
Parliamentary   Honorarium   and  Privileges 

Bill,  2b.  217 
Forangabau  Block,  m.  706 
Bepresentation  Bill,  2b.  807,  352 
Supply- 
Consolidated  Fund — 

Class  v.,  919 
Public  Works  Fund,  Port  III.— 
Class  I.,  850 
West  Coast  Settlement  Beserves  Bill,  2b.  986 

Tamaki  West  Licensing  District  Bill, 
h.,  IB.  8C8 ;  2b.  932,  933 
I.C.,  iB.  928 ;  2b.  941 ;  3b.  941 

Tanueb,  Mr.  T.,  Waipawa, 

Auckland  Girls'  High  School  Bill,  3b.  646 
Bible-reading  in  Schools  Bill,  2b.  27,  30 
Government  Railways  Bill,  in.  652 
Grass-seed-gowing,  g.  237 
.  Kaikoura  Mail  Service,  q,  827 
Makaretu  Boad,  q.  237 
Native  Land  Court  Bill,  2u.  957 
Porangahau  Block,  m.  709 
Property-tax  Bill,  2b.  675 ;  m.  952 
Supply—  1 

Consolidated  Fund — 

Class  v..  902,  921 
Public  Works  Fund,  Part  I.— 
Class  IV.,  794 
Class  IX.,  881 
Public  Works  Fund,  Part  III.— 
Class  I.,  853 
Survey  Department  Draughtsmen,  q.  123 

Taramaramu  Survey  District, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Graham),  291 

Tawhiao, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Toipua),  821 

Tax  on  Foreign  Bondholders, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Taylor),  123  ;  q.  (Sir  G.  Grey),  186 


Tax  on  Absentees, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Tumbull),  529 

Tayix>b,  Mr.  R.  M.,  Sydenham, 
Addington  Goods-shed,  q.  235 
Addington  Workshops  Management,  q.  633 
Auckland  Girls'  High  School  Bill,  3b.  644 
Australian  Centenary,  m.  547 
Bible-reading  in  Schools  Bill,  2b.  33,  85 
Christchurch  District  Drainage  Bill  (No.  2), 

3r.  547 
Education  Beserves,  m.  8C9 
Fair  Kent  Bill,  2b.  559,  562 
Gisbome  Harbour  Board  Bill,  2b.  17 
Government  Business,  m.  55,  56 
Government  Bailways  Bill,  2b.  273;   Com. 

615 ;  m.  654 ;  3b.  665 
Governor's  Salary  and  Allowances  Bill,  2b. 

89 
Imprest  Supply  Bill  (No.  3),  m.  486,  487, 

494 
Judges'  Salaries,  q.  121 
Kamo  and  Kawakawa  Bailways  Connection 

and  Construction  Bill,  2b.  566, 572 
Land  Bill,  2b.  162 
Loan  Bill,  2b.  756 
Midland  Bailway,  wt.  303 
Ministers'  Salaries  and  Allowances  Bill,  2b. 

94,  101 
Native  Land  Court  Bill,  2b.  958,  961 
Order  of  Business,  m.  552 
Parliamentary   Honorarium   BJid    Privileges 

Bill,  2b.  218 
Price,  Henry,  to.  4 
Property-tax  Bill,  2b.  672,  681 
Pukekohe  Borough  Bill,  2r.  10 
Bepresentation  Bill,  2b.  325,  327,  330,  352, 

353  ;  Cons,  of  Amend.  386,  439,  497,  511 
Supply — 

Public  Works  Fund,  Part  I.— 
Class  IV.,  794 
Glass  VIII.,  804,  806 
Class  IX.,  836 

Public  Works  Fund,  Part  III.— 
Class  I.,  853 
Tax  on  Foreign  Bondholders,  q.  123 
Teremakau  Bailway  Bridge,  q.  294 

Telegram  Receipts, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  MiUs),  125 

Tenants'  Belief, 
I.C.,  m.  (Hon.  Mr.  Waterhouse),  168 

Teremakau  Bailway  Bridge, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Seddon),  294 ;   q.  (Mr.  Guinness), 
607 

Terernakau  Biver, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Seddon),  532 

Thompson,  Mr.  B.,  Marsden, 

Auckland  Unemployed,  9.  126,  127 

Kamo  and  Kawakawa  Bailways  Connection 

and  Construction  Bill,  2r.  568,  570 
Land  Bill,  m.  545 
Ministers'  Salaries  and  Allowances  Bill,  Com. 

306 
North  Auckland  Bailway,  q.  623 
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Thompson,  Mr.  B. — eontinued. 

North  of  Auckland  Boads,  g.  292 

Parliamentary  Honorarium  and  Ptivilegeg 
Bill,  2e.  213 

Parua-Whangarei  Telephone,  q.  535 

Property-tax  Officials'  Bonuses,  q.  127 

Beprosentation  Bill,  2b.  S17 ;  Cons,  of  Amend. 
511 

Supply- 
Consolidated  Fund — 

Class  v.,  922.  924,  926 
Public  Works  Fund,  Part  III.— 
Class  I.,  853 

"  Unemployed  "  on  Catlin's  Bivei  Bailway, 
9.  601 

"  The  Unemployed  and  the  Remedy," 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Stuart-Menteath),  529 

Thokfson,  Mr.  T.,  Auckland  North, 
Foreign  Vessels  in  Coastal  Trade,  q,  530 
Government  Bailways  Bill,  2b.  255 ;  m.  650 ; 

8b.  660 
Hoera  te  !Mimiha  and  Hone  Eoraneho,  m. 

118 
Kamo  and  Kawakawa  Railways  Connection 

and  Construction  Bill,  2b.  567,  571 
Kative  Land  Court  Bill,  2b.  960 
Naval  and  Military  Settlers'  and  Volunteeis' 

Iiand  Bill,  2b.  958 
Otago  Central  Bailway,  2b.  116 
Otago  Dock  Trust,  m.  118 
Parliamentary  Honorarium  and   Privileges 

Bill,  2b.  213 
Potangahau  Block,  m.  707 
Price,  Henry,  Obs.  3 
Beprosentation  Bill,  2b.  353 
Supply — 

Public  Works  Fund,  Part  I.— 
Class  IV.,  794 
Class  VIU.,  796 

Tclbaeeo  License, 
K,  3.  (Mr.  B.  H.  J.  Beeves).  527 

Tongariro  National  Park, 
k.,  m.  (Mr.  Graham),  188 

Torpedo  lost, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Seddon),  606 

Trust  Ftinds, 
h.,  m.  (Sir  J.  Hall),  238 

ToBNBUix.,  Mr.  B.,  Timaru, 
Absent  Officials,  m.  238 
Adjournment,  tn.  361 
Auckland  Girls'  High  School  Bill,  3b.  C44, 

648 
Education,  m.  574,  578,  605,  611 
Education  Beserves,  q.  868 
Gisborne  Harbour  Board  Bill,  2b.  17 
Government  Business,  m.  56 ;  Obs.  538 
Governor's  Salary  and  Allowances  Bill,  2b. 

86,89 
Imprest  Supply  Bill  (No.  3),  m.  473,  486, 

491 
Kamo  and  Kawakawa  Railwasrs  Connection 

and  Construction  Bill,  2b.  667 


Tcbnbuu:!,  Mr.  B. — continued. 
Loan  Bill,  2b.  751 
Midland  Kailway,  m.  296 
Ministers'  Salaries  and  Allowances  Bill,  2b. 

96 
Native  Land  Court  Bill,  2b.  960 
Naval  Defence  Bill,  m.  238 
Oamaru  Harbour  Board  Loan  Bill,  m.  474 
Parliamentary   Honorarium    and   PrivUegei 

Bill,  2b.  210 
Price,  Henry,  m.  4 

Property-tax  Bill,  m.  666 ;  2b.  679 ;  m.  952 
Representation  Bill,  2b.  345 
Supply- 
Consolidated  Fund — 
Class  I.,  856,  867 
Class  III.,  858 
Public  Works  Fund,  Part  I.— 
Class  VIII.,  802,  803,  804,  806,  807 
Class  IX.,  807,  829,  830 
Class  XI.,  840 
Public  Works  Fund,  Part  II.— 

Class  I.,  841 
Public  Works  Fund,  Part  III.— 
Class  III.,  846,  858 
Tax  on  Absentees,  g.  529 


u. 

Unemployed, 

Ix.,  q.  (Hon.  Mr.  Shrimski),  167 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Goldie),  293 

"  Unemployed  and  the  Remedy," 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Stuart-Menteath),  529 

Unemployed  on  Catlin's  River  Railway, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  B.  Thompson),  604 


V. 

Vaccine  Lyrm^h, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Bhodes),  120 

VAiiBNTiNB,  Mr.  H.  S.,  Wakaia, 

Distilleries,  q.  536 

Gisborne  Harbour  Board  Bill,  2b.  17 

Immigrants,  q.  529 

Land  Bill,  2b.  137 ;  Com.  545 

Land  Transfer,  q.  127 

New  Biver  Harbour  Board  Loan  Bill,  2b. 
19 

Probates,  q.  825 

Supply- 
Public  Works  Fund,  Part  I.— 
Class  VIII.,  804 
Class  IX.,  830 
Publio  Works  Fund,  Part  III.- 
'    Class  IL,  845 

Wairarapa  North  County  Council  Empower- 
ing  Bill,  2b.  7 

Victorian  Exhibition, 
h.,  3.  (Mr.  Seddon),  828 

Village  Settlers, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Hobbs),  119 
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VooEi.,  Six  J.,  K.C.M.G.,  Chri$tchureh  North, 
Adjournment,  m.  S64,  369 
Australasian  Naval  Defence  Bill,  2b.  995 
Bible-reading  in  Sohools  Bill,  2b.  42 
Brown,  Mr.,  g.  359 
Customs  Tariff,  m.  62 
Fisheries  Conservation  Bill,  2b.  969 
Government  Business,  m.  56,  59 ;  Obs.  638 
Government  Railways  Bill,  2b.  257;  SB.  657; 

Com.  990,  991 
Governor's  Salary  and  Allowances  Bill,  2b. 

79 ;  Com.  302,  303,  804 
Imported  Material  for  Public  Works,  q.  603 
Imprest  Supply  Bill  (No.  3),  m.  468,  471, 472, 

484,  487 
Land  Bill,  2b.  15.3 ;  m.  870 
Land  for  Settlements  Bill,  Rep.  Sel.  Com.  177 
Loan  Bill,  2b.  668,  712,  750 ;  m.  1008 
Local  Bodies'  Finance  and  Powers  Bill,  2b. 

937 
Midland  Railway  Contract  Bill,  m.  974,  975 
Native  Land  Court  Bill,  2b.  9S7 
Newton  Flogging  Case,  5.  178, 179, 183 
New  Zealand  Loan  Bill,  Com.  964,  968 
Uam&ru  Harbour  Board  Loan  BUI,  t».  473, 

474 
Order  of  Business,  Obs.  369;  m.  549,  551, 

563 
Parliamentary   Honorarium  and  Privileges 

Bill,  2b.  197 
Privilege,  Obs.  427,  608 
Property-tax  Bill,  w.  666 ;  2b.  670 ;  Com. 

958 
Public  Revenues  Bill,  2b.  970 
Representation  Bill,  2b.  307,312,313;  Com. 

387, 395, 399 ;  Recom.  428 ;  Cons,  of  Amend. 

474,  495,  512,  516,  516,  618,  520 
Seal  Francisco  Mail  Service,  m.  1016 
Supply — 

m. 1010 

Consolidated  Fund — 
Class  I.,  1011 
Class  v.,  877,  882,  884 
Class  XII.,  1013, 1014 
Class  XIII.,  1014 
Class  XIV.,  1015 

Public  Trust  0£Boe  Account,  1015 

Public  Works  Fund,  Part  I.— 
Class  IV.,  793,  794 
Class  VIII..  798,  799,  800,  801 
Class  IX.,  832,  835,  838 

Vokes,  J., 
h.,  2.  (Mr.  Moat),  824 

Volunteer  Regulations, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Ward),  237 


w. 

Waimate,  Oamaru,  and  Timaru  Freights, 
h.,  q.  (Major  Steward),  530 

Waimea  Plains  Railway  Surface-men, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Cowan),  120 

Waimea  Riverworks  Bill, 
h.,  2r.  546 ;  Com.  546 


Wairarapa  North  County  Council  Empowerina 

BiU, 
h.,  2b.  6 ;  Sb.  646 
I'c,  IB.  597 ;  2b.  771 ;  8e.  928 ;  Com.  931 

Wairarapa  Timber-freights, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Buchanan),  535 

Wairoa  Harbour  Endotament  and  Borroming 

Bill, 
h.,  2b.  546 

Wairoa  Resident  Magistrate's  Court, 
h.,  m.  (Mr.  Graham),  603 

Waitotara  Election, 

h.,  Obs.  (Mr.  Seddon),  587 ;  Obs.  (Mr.  Speaker), 
546 

Wahawaea,  Hon.  B.,  Auohland, 
Wellington  College  and  Girls*  High  School 
BUI,  Obs.  686 

Wakapuaka  Larrikinism, 
h.,  g.  (Mr.  Seymour),  823 

WAI.KEB,  Hon.  L.,  Canterbury, 
Sheep  Bill,  2b.  2 

Walker,  Mr.  W.  C,  Ashburton, 
Bible-teading  in  Schools,  2b.  45 
Government  Business,  m.  65 
Gkjvemor's  Salary  and  Allowances  BUI,  2b. 

90 
Land  Bill,  Com.  611 
Land  for  Settlements  Bill,  Rep.  Sel.  Com. 

177 
Loan  BUI,  2b.  743 
Ministers'  Salaries  and  Allowances  Bill,  52b. 

101 
Parliamentary  Honorarium   and  Privileges 

Bill,  2b.  193 
Representation  Bill,  Cons,  of  Amend.  477 
Supply- 
Consolidated  Fund — 
Class  I.,  855 
Class  v.,  894 
Class  X.,  927 
Public  Works  Fund,  Part  I.— 
Class  VIII.,  795 

Walton  Park  Coal, 

h.,  q.  (Dr.  Fitchett),  536 ;  Ohs.  (Dr.  Fitohett), 
573 

Wanganui  Harbour  Bill, 
I.C.,  2b.  863 

Watebhouse,  Hon.  G.  M.,  Wellington, 
Divisions,  m.  760 

Fisheries  Conservation  Bill,  2b.  943 
Government  Business,  m.  446 
Government    Loans   to   Local    Bodies,    m. 

103 
Government  Loans  to  Local  Bodies  Bill,  2b. 

625,629 
Government  Railways  Bill,  m.  978 
Irrigation  and  Water-supply  Bill,  2b.  526 . 
Local  Bodies'  Loans  BiU,  2b.  630 
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Watsbhocse,  Hon.  G.  M. — continued. 

Midlaad  Railway  Contiact  Bill,  Sb.  976 

Midland  Railway  Bevised  Contract,  m.  107, 
176,  229 

Municipal  Corporations  Bill,  m.  948 

Native  Land  Administration  Bill,  Com. 
624 

Oamani  Harbour  Board  Loan  Bill,  2b. 
170 

Otago  Central  Railway  Bill,  m.  929 

Owen,  A.,  Obs.  616 

Public  Bodies'  Powers  Bill,  2b.  917 

Public  Reserves  Sale  Bill,  2b.  944 

Pnkekohe  Borough  Bill,  m.  930,  931 

Representation  Bill,  2b.  597 

Sheep  Bill,  2b.  2 

South  Island  (Westland  and  Nelson)  Native 
Reserves  Bill,  m.  951 

Special  Powers  and  Contracts  Bill,  m.  807 

Standing  Orders,  m.  929 

Tenants'  Relief,  m.  168 

Wairarapa  North  County  Council  Empower- 
ing BiU,  Com.  981 

Wauganui  Harbour  Bill,  2b.  866 

Wellington  College  and  Oirls'  High  School 
Bill,  2b.  635 ;  Obs.  685  ;  m.  859 

Wabd,  Mi.  a.  O.,  Awarua, 
Auckland  Islands  Lighthouse,  q.  60S 
Government  Railways  Bill,  3b.  653 
Governor's  Salary  and  Allowances  Bill,  2b. 

90 
Juiors,  q.  711 

Land  BUI,  2b.  166 ;  Com.  644,  545 
Local  Bodies'  Finance  and  Powers  Bill,  2b. 

938 
Parliamentary  Honorarium   and   Privileges 

Bill,  2b.  217,  449 
New  River  Harbour  Board  Loan  Bill,  2b. 

20 
Representation  Bill,  3b.  381 
Supply — 

Public  Works  Fund,  Part  I.— 
Class  VIII.,  797 
Class  IX.,  838 

Public  Works  Fund,  Part  III.— 
Class  I.,  847 
Volunteer  Regulations,  q.  287 
Westport  Harbour,  Rep.  Sel.  Com.  791 

WeUingUm  College  avd  Girls'  High  Selwol  BUI, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Eerr),  185 ;  2b.  592 ;  Com.  593 ; 

SB.  594 
I.C.,  IB.  597 ;  2b.  633 ;  Obs.  684,  762,  859 

Wellington  College  Bill, 
h.,  DU.  116 

Wellington  CHrla'  High  School  BUI, 
h.,  Dis.  116 

WeUington-Pilone  Line, 
;».,  q.  (Mr.  Fitzherbert),  827 

WeUingUnt^Pitone  Railway, 
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Friday,  25th  November,  1887. 


Second  Keoding— South  Maud  Native  Land  Pur- 
chases—Sheep BUI. 

The  Hon.  the  Spbak£B  took  the  chujr  at 
half-past  two  o'clock. 

Pbaxebs. 

SECOND  BEADING. 
New  Plymouth  Recreation  and  Bacecourse 
Bexeive  Bill. 

SOUTH  ISLAND  NATIVE  LAND  PUR- 
CHASES. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  TAIAROA,  in  moving  the 
motion  standing  in  his  name,  said  he  wished 
to  explain  the  reasons  for  moving  the  motion. 
In  doing  so  it  would  he  necessary  for  him  to  go 
hack  OS  far  as  1879.  The  CouncU  was  aware 
that  a  Boyal  Commission  was  appointed  to 
inquire  into  the  South  Island  Native  land  pur- 
chases; but  the  Commissioners  appointed  did 
not  quite  complete  their  work,  because  the 
Government  of  which  Mr.  Bryce  was  at  that 
time  Native  Minister  stopped  the  work  of 
the  Commission.  The  Commission,  however, 
brought  up  a  report  embodying  what  they 
thought  should  be  done.  After  that  report 
was  published  petitions  were  addressed  to  both 
Houses  of  Parliament  in  1882,  and  a  report 
was  presented  on  those  petitions  on  the  SOth 
August,  1882.  He  would  not  read  the  whole  of 
the  report,  but  would  refer  to  the  last  clause, 
which  was  as  follows  :— 

"  Your  Committee  therefore  consider  that 
the  most  equitable,  just,  and  practicable  solu- 
tion of  the  petitioners'  grievance  would  be  for 
the  Government  to  allow  the  subject  of  the 
prayer  of  the  petitioners  to  be  inquired  into  and 
decided  by  a  prox>erly-constituted  Court,  with 
a  clear  understanding  that  whatever  decision 
may  eventually  be  arrived  at  bo  considered 
final,  and,  in  the  event  of  any  additional  land- 
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reserves  being  made  by  the  Government  to  the 
petitioners,  that  they  be  inalienable." 

In  1884  a  petition  was  again  presented,  from 
Tare  te  Ihoka  and  Teone  Topi  Patuki  and 
other  Natives,  praying  that  the  report  of  the 
Commissioners  might  be  carried  out.  The 
Committee  then  recommended  that  a  Boyal 
Commission  should  bo  appointed;  and  the 
Government,  on  the  strength  of  these  reports, 
appointed  llr.  Mackay  as  Commissioner.  He 
was  appointed  by  His  Excellency  the  Governor 
on  the  20th  August,  1886,  and  in  April  or  May 
last  Mr.  Mackay  sent  in  his  report.  It  was 
this  report  that  he  wished  to  have  laid  upon 
the  table. 

Motion  made,  and  question  proposed,  "  That 
there  be  laid  upon  the  table  of  the  Council  the 
report  of  Mr.  Commissioner  Mackay  upon  the 
South  Island  Native  land  purchases." — {Bon. 
Mr.  Taiaroa.) 

The  Hon.  Mr.  STEVENS  said  the  Govern- 
ment,  after  very  careful  consideration,  hod 
come  to  the  conclusion  that  the  motion  of  the 
honourable  gentleman  should  be  acceded  to, 
and  if  the  Council  agreed  with  that  view  the 
Government  would  be  happy  to  place  the 
report  of  Mr.  Mackay  on  the  table. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

SHEEP  BILL. 
The  Hon.  Mr.  STEVENS.  — Sir,  whilst  I 
propose  to  ask  the  Council  to  pass  the  second 
reading  of  this  Bill  to-day,  I  will,  at  the  same 
time,  point  out  that  there  will  bo  certain 
amendments  in  portions  of  it  which  I  think  it 
will  be  necessary  to  make,  and  I  will  indicate 
in  the  course  of  my  remarks  the  direction  they 
will  take.  The  powers  which  are  at  present 
possessed  for  the  repression  of  the  spread  of 
disease  in  sheep  are  not  considered  to  be  suffi- 
cient or  thoroughly  effective  for  the  purpose, 
and  in  that  respect  we  agree  with  the  view  that 
was  taken  by  our  predecessors  in  office.  With- 
out going  into  clause  2 — which  provides  for  an 
alteration  in  the  names  given  to  certain  officers 
of  the  department — I  will  proceed  to  the  3rd 
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clause.  There  it  will  be  found  tbat  it  is  ]tro- 
posed  to  get  rid,  in  the  present  Act,  of  tlio  word 
"  negligently."  The  term  in  the  present  Act 
has  been  found  to  work  in  this  way :  Where 
convictions  have  been  sought  in  most  serious 
cases  the  presence  in  the  Act  of  the  term 
"  negligently "  has  caused  the  failure  of  the 
proceedings.  The  4th  clause  deals  with  the 
power  I  am  about  to  describe.  Up  to  the  pre- 
sent time,  where  sheep  have  been  destroyed  in 
consequence  of  scab,  it  has  been  made,  so  far 
as  I  understand,  the  subject  of  arrangement 
between  the  proprietor  of  the  sheep  and  the 
Government.  It  is  proposed  to  take  larger 
powers  here,  and  to  empower  the  Minister  in 
charge  to  authorise,  under  certain  circum- 
stances, the  destruction  of  the  sheep,  com- 
pensation being  given  to  the  owner  of  the 
sheep  to  the  extent  of  one-half  of  their  value, 
which  is  to  be  settled  by  arbitration.  There  is 
no  doubt  that  the  power  sought  is  a  large  one, 
but  it  must  be  remembered  that  the  proposal 
is  not  to  interfere  with  the  23rd  and  Sdrd 
sections  of  the  existing  Act,  under  which  the 
owner  will  be  called  upon,  in  the  regular  way, 
to  clean  sheep  as  provided  by  the  Act.  And  I 
apprehend  that  the  power  of  killing  the  sheep 
will  not  be  exercised  until  we  give  all  reason- 
able opportunities  that  may  be  given  for  such 
an  operation.  At  the  same  time,  there  is  no 
doubt  that  in  this  clause  the  power  to  do  so  in 
the  first  instance  is  given,  and  it  will  bo  for 
honourable  gentlemen  to  consider  whether  the 
powers  we  seek,  considering  the  very  important 
nature  of  the  subject,  are  too  largo.  In  the  5th 
clause  there  is  a  point  to  which  I  shall  have  to 
call  the  attention  of  honourable  members.  The 
Inspector,  on  being  satisfied  tliat  sheep  on 
Crown  lands  only  are  infected  with  scab,  is  to 
report  the  fact  to  the  Minister  in  charge.  It  is 
stated  in  the  clause  that  he  shall  report  to  the 
Colonial  Secretary  ;  but  I  shoU  propose  in  Com- 
mittee to  substitute  the  words  "  I^linister  in 
charge."  In  this  clause  also  it  is  made  impercb- 
tivo  on  the  Minister  to  have  the  sheep  destroyed 
under  these  circumstances.  Tlie  terms  are, 
"  He  shall  take  steps  to  have  the  said  sheep 
destroyed,  compensation  being  paid  in  respect 
of  such  destruction."  The  power  here  is  un- 
doubtedly very  large,  and  it  is  open  to  question, 
or,  at  all  events,  to  consideration,  whether  that 
obligation  on  the  Minister  is  more  heavy  than 
is  desirable.  There  are  many  members  in  this 
Council  who  have  had  much  experience  in 
connection  with  sheep,  and  I  shall  rely  very 
largely  on  their  judgment  in  respect  to  the 
details  of  this  Bill,  and  shall  be  glad  to  ascer- 
tain their  views  particularly  on  the  nooessity  of 
the  mandatory  portion  of  the  clause  relating 
to  the  powers  of  the  Minister  in  charge.  There 
is  another  part  of  this  clause  to  wmch  I  wish 
to  call  attention,  and  to  which,  it  appears  to 
me,  I  shall  have  to  move  an  amendment  in 
Committee.  I  may  say  at  once  that  a  vrrong 
word  has  crept  into  the  clause.  It  is  proposed 
there  that  under  the  circumstances  there  shall 
be  a  revocation  of  the  license.  What  I  would 
suggest  is  that  the  license  should  be  suspended. 
The  object  of  the  suspension  is  clear :  it  is  to 
Hon.  Mr.  Stevetu 


enable  a  certain  and  special  time  to  elapse,  in 
order  that  the  run  may  become  clean,  b^ore  it 
is  occupied  again  by  sheep.  That  is  the  under- 
standing I  have.  Of  course  it  would  be  improper 
that  the  license  should  be  revoked,  because  the 
license  would  not  ncccs.sarily  be  in  that  ca.se 
renewed  to  the  actual  owner.  I  shall  therefore 
havo  to  present  in  Committee  an  amendment 
which,  I  hope,  will  meet  that  case,  and  therefore 
I  hope  honourable  gentlemen,  in  considering 
it,  will  be  good  enough  to  understand  that  the 
intention  is  merely  to  suspend  the  license 
during  such  time  as  may  be  necessary.  The 
other  more  important  part  of  the  Bill  will  bo 
found  in  clause  7.  There  it  is  intended  to  give 
power  to  relax,  under  certain  circumstances,  the 
provisions  ns  to  landing  sheep  at  ports — not 
sheep  from  another  country,  but  simply  as 
between  ports  in  New  Zealand.  I  will  give 
an  illustration  of  the  present  inconvenience 
in  working  the  Act  in  this  respect.  Take 
the  case  of  sheep  brought  from  Wanganui  to 
Wellington.  They  can  be  brought  across  the 
country  without  being  subjected  to  inspection, 
but  they  cannot  be  shipped  from  Wanganui  to 
Wellington  without  being  liable  to  inspection. 
Taking  that  as  an  illustration,  it  would  appear 
that  some  such  power  as  is  proposed  in  the  Bill 
should  bo  given.  It  will  be  seen  that  in  the 
clause  provision  is  made  for  this,  and  for  the 
case  of  the  introduction  of  sheep  from  another 
port  where  the  steamer  has  also  shipped  on 
board  sheep  introduced  from  another  country. 
As  to  the  rest  of  its  provisions,  the  Bill  does 
not  propose  to  disturb  the  existing  Act.  I  now 
move  the  second  reading  of  this  Bill. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  WALKER.  — I  do  not  rise 
to  oppose  the  second  reading  of  this  Bill ;  but 
I  must  express  my  gratification  at  hearing 
tho  honourable  gentleman  in  charge  say  that 
he  is  eoing  to  amend  it  in  Committee,  because 
I  should  havo  certainly  felt  bound  to  oppose 
clause  5  in  Committee  very  strongly.  I  think 
that  clause  as  it  stands  at  present  is  one  of 
the  most  brutally -oppressive  clauses  I  ever 
heard  of  in  my  life.  It  is  bad  enough  to  bo 
the  proprietor  of  sheep  that  may  have  been 
"  scabbed  "  from  spite,  but  this  would  be  tho 
finishing  touch  to  the  injury.  I  am  glad  he  is 
going  to  have  that  amended  in  Committee. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  WATERHOUSE.  —  In  onr 
former  legislation  in  reference  to  scab  in  sheep 
we  have  taken  tho  precaution  in  each  case  of 
referring  the  Bill  to  a  Select  Committee :  in 
fact,  in  most  cases  it  has  been  referred  to  a 
Joint  Committee  of  both  Houses.  The  subject 
has  always  been  felt  to  be  one  of  the  utmost 
importance,  bound  up  as  it  is  with  the  interests 
of  the  colony  to  on  extent  which  the  outside 
public  do  not  seem  to  have  any  idea  of.  Tho 
Bill  is  intended  to  modify  some  of  the  provi- 
sions of  the  existing  Act,  and  in  that  respect  it 
goes  very  far  indeed.  I  think  it  may  be  desir- 
able to  amend  the  Bill  in  other  directions  than 
those  indicated  by  the  Hon.  Mr.  Stevens.  At 
any  rate,  I  think  it  would  be  a  wise  course 
to  pursue  to  refer  it  to  a  Select  Conmiittee. 
My  honourable  friend  has  not  indicated  what 
changes  will  be  effected  by  the  alterations  pro- 
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posed  in  clause  2.  In  the  Act  of  1878  certnin 
extended  powers  were  given  to  the  Chief  In- 
spector, and  it  is  now  proposed  to  extend  those 
powers  to  all  Inspectors.  I  do  not  know  that 
it  is  necessary  to  maintain  these  distinctions, 
bat  the  distinction  was  not  introduced  in  the 
first  case  without  very  sufficient  reason  and  very 
much  discussion ;  and  I  think  it  is  desirable 
that  a  Committee  should  go  through  the  Bill 
thoroughly,  to  see  that  we  are  not  introducing 
greater  changes  than  are  perhaps  contemplated 
by  the  introducer  of  this  Bill.  I  suggest  that 
that  course  should  be  taken,  and  that  the  Com- 
mittee should  consist  of  gentlemen  interested 
in  the  question.  I  think  such  a  step  would  be 
regarded  with  more  satisfaction  by  the  public 
at  large,  and  that  the  progress  of  the  Bill 
through  Parliament  will  not  be  retarded  this 
session.  Seeing  the  importance  of  the  Bill, 
it  would  be  a  great  pity  if  its  progress  were 
retarded. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  STEVENS.— I  should  like  to 
say  I  am  quite  willing  to  refer  this  Bill  to  a 
Committee,  as  suggested,  and  T  think  it  very 
desirable  that  the  Bill  should  pass  through 
their  hands.  There  is  no  Committee  at  pre- 
sent set  up  which  could  satisfactorily  deal  with 
this  subject,  the  nearest  one  to  it  being  the 
Joint  Rabbit  Committee.  I  believe,  under  the 
circumstances,  it  would  bo  better  that  I  should 
move  for  a  Select  Committee  of  the  Council 
only  to  con.sider  the  Bill. 

Bill  read  a  second  time. 

On  the  motion  of  the  Hon.  Mr.  STEVENS, 
the  Bill  was  referred  to  a  Select  Committee, 
consisting  of  the  Hon.  Mr.  Acland,  the  Hon. 
Mr.  Buckley,  the  Hon.  Mr.  Holmes,  the  Hon. 
Mr.  Johnson,  the  Hon.  Mr.  Menzies,  the  Hon. 
Mr.  Peter,  the  Hon.  Mr.  Reeves,  and  the  mover. 

The  Council  adjourned  at  fifteen  minutes 
past  three  o'clock  p.m. 


HOUSE   OF   EEPEESENTATIVES. 
Friday,  25th  November,  1887. 


Henry  Price— Stamp  .^ct— Wairaxapa  North  Cionnty 
Council  Empowering  Bill— Otago  Harbour  Board 
BUI  —  Pakekohe  BorouRb  Bill  —  Qisborne  Har- 
boar  Board  Bill  —  New  River  Harbour  Board 
Loan  Bill— Bible-reading  in  Schools  Bill. 

Mr.  Spbak£B  took  the  chair  at  half -past  two 
o'clock. 

Pbayebs. 

HENRY  PRICE. 

Mr.  T.  THOMPSON  brought  up  the  report  of 
the  Public  Petitions  Committee  (M  to  Z)  on  the 
petition  of  Honry  Price,  of  Dunedin,  stating 
that  the  Committee  had  no  recommendation 
to  make. 

Hr.  IjARNAGH  wished  to  make  a  few  re- 
marks on  this  case.  It  was  a  very  hard  one, 
and  he  should  like  to  direct  the  attention  of  the 
Government  to  it.  Here  was  a  man  who  had 
bean  eight  years  in  the  Government  service  in 
connection  with  the  railways,  yiho  had  got  out 


of  the  groove  of  general  labour,  and  who,  no 
fault  having  been  found  with  him  during  his 
long  term  of  service,  had  lately  received 
notice  of  dismissal  —  no  doubt  in  conse- 
quence of  the  retrenchment  measures.  It 
appeared  to  bim  (Mr.  Lamach)  that  some 
provision  would  have  to  bo  made  for  such 
coses  as  that  of  this  man,  who  was  unaccus- 
tomed to  other  work  than  platelaying,  who 
was  a  widower  with  a  family  of  four  children, 
for  whose  looking-ofter  he  had  to  pay,  and  who 
was  now  thrown  out  of  employment  through 
no  fault  of  his  own.  Most  likely,  beyond  suf- 
fering very  great  inconvenience,  in  his  case  it 
might  lead  to,  at  times,  almost  starvation ;  and 
he  asked  the  Government  to  seriously  consider 
the  matter  before  the  session  ended,  and  try  to 
moke  some  provision  for  cases  of  that  kind. 
Otherwise  such  a  state  of  distress  would  reign 
throughout  the  colony  that  it  would  be  some- 
thing more  than  serious. 

Mr.  BRUCE  said  it  wa.1  possible,  as  the 
honourable  member  for  the  Peninsula  had  just 
remarked,  that  some  provision  might  have  to 
be  made  in  these  cases ;  but,  seeing  that  no 
provision  had  been  made,  it  was  impossible  for 
the  Committee  to  recommend  this  cose  to  the 
favourable  consideration  of  the  Government. 
In  fact,  the  regulations  of  the  Government 
service  had  been  strictly  complied  with  in  this 
cose,  the  man  being  discharged  owing  to  reduc- 
tion in  the  number  of  hands  employed.  Those 
discharged  were  the  least  efficient,  though,  other 
things  being  equal,  married  men  received  the 
preference  in  being  retained ;  but  in  this  case 
those  retained  were  very  much  more  efTicient 
than  the  petitioner,  who  was  discharged.  Under 
these  circumstances  it  was  impossible  for  the 
Public  Petitions  Committee  to  arrive  at  any 
other  conclusion,  though  they  very  much  sym- 
pathized with  the  petitioner  and  recognised  the 
hardship  of  the  cose. 

Mr.  T.  THOMPSON  need  say  very  little  on 
the  matter,  as  the  honourable  member  for 
Rangitikei  had  very  fairly  put  it  to  the  House. 
He  would  only  add — as  to  the  clause  of  the 
petition  which  said  that  single  men  were  kept 
on,  whereas  this  petitioner,  who  had  a  family, 
was  discharged' — that  it  was  found  that  only 
one  single  man  had  been  retained,  and  that 
was  owing  to  his  being  an  exceptionally  good 
man  at  the  work  at  which  he  was  employed, 
while,  on  the  contrary,  this  petitioner  was 
rather  unsuitable. 

Mr.  BARRON  could  not  help  remarking  that 
there  seemed  to  be  some  little  difference  be- 
tween the  treatment  of  persons  in  the  cir- 
cumstances of  this  petitioner  and  those  who 
occupied  higher  positions  in  the  public  service. 
In  these  times  of  retrenchment,  no  doubt  the 
House  ought  to  do  all  it  could  to  strengthen 
the  hands  of  the  Government  to  put  an  end 
to  all  unnecessary  extravagance ;  but  of  these 
cases  a  number  had  been  brought  under  the 
notice  of  many  honourable  members,  in  which 
a  man,  after  many  years  of  faithful  public  ser- 
vice, but  who  hod  occupied  only  a  subordinate 
position,  received  a  week's  or  possibly  only  ft 
day's  notice  to  quit;  whereas  those  in  more 
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lesponsible  poBitions  at  higher  salaries  got  long 
notice  when  their  services  were  to  be  dispensed 
with,  often  receiving  long  leaves  of  absence,  and 
then  getting  retiring-allowances ;  and,  in  some 
lew  cases,  due  to  the  system  in  the  Civil 
Service  of  the  colony,  they  got  x>enBion8.  It 
had  been  suggested  to  the  Government  the 
other  day — and  he  was  surprised  they  did  not 
see  the  desirability  of  adopting  the  suggestion 
— that  they  should  set  aside  grants  of  land  for 
labouring-men  discharged  from  the  Government 
service  through  no  fault  of  their  own,  to  enable 
them  to  get  some  place  on  which  to  make  their 
homes  and  find  work  to  do.  There  were  ex- 
tensive areas  of  Crown  lands  unoccupied,  for 
which  no  better  use  could  -  be  found  than 
that  of  putting  people  in  such  circumstances 
on  them.  He  suggested  to  the  Government 
that  they  should  at  once  make  some  provi- 
sion which  would  enable  these  men  to  be 
treated  with  something  like  fairness,  and  which 
would  prevent  them  from  thinking  that,  simply 
because  they  occupied  only  subordinate  posi- 
tions, they  could  be  treated  in  a  manner  alto- 
gether different  from  that  accorded  to  heads  of 
departments  and  other  officers.  Any  one  who 
knew  anything  of  the  Government  Buildings 
here  could  point  out,  not  one,  but  half  a  dozen 
officers  in  the  receipt  of  high  salaries  whose 
services  could  be  dispensed  with  immediately ; 
but,  if  they  were  dispensed  with  on  the  ground 
that  their  services  were  not  required,  they 
would  get  leave  of  absence  on  full  pay,  and 
retiring  allowances,  and  all  sorts  of  other  con- 
siderate treatment  that  was  not  extended  to 
poor  men  who  were  in  the  position,  unfortu- 
nately for  themselves,  of  receiving  only  daily 
or  weekly  wages. 

Mr.  TAYLoR  was  glad  the  honourable 
member  for  Caversham  had  dealt  with  this 
question  in  the  direction  he  had  done.  He 
himself  held  that  it  was  most  improper  that 
these  invidious  distinctions  should  be  made 
between  one  man  in  the  Service  and  another. 
Simply  because  one  maji  happened  to  occupy 
a  low  position  and  had  no  friends,  he  got 
no  consideration;  and,  in  view  of  the  small 
amount  of  pay  such  a  person  received  for  his 
labour,  it  was  a  gross  injustice  to  place  him  on 
a  different  level  from  that  occupied  by  a  man 
who  had  hundreds  a  year.  The  man  drawing 
the  lower  pay  was  not  in  a  position  to  provide 
for  himself,  and  the  others  were.  It  seemed  to 
him  that  to  those  who  had  much  much  was 
given,  but  from  those  who  hod  little  even  that 
Uttle  which  they  bad  was  being  taken  away; 
and  he  hoped  the  Government  would  put  a 
stop  to  that  policy.  He  trusted  the  Minister 
for  Public  Works,  who,  he  believed,  sympa- 
thized with  these  men,  would  deal  with  them 
as  indicated  by  the  honourable  member  for 
Caversham,  for  they  were  really  the  persons 
who  deserved  most  consideration  on  the  port 
of  the  Government. 

Major  ATKINSON  thought  the  honourable 
gentleman  who  had  just  sat  down  was  rather 
under  a  misapprehension  as  to  the  treatment 
which  was  accorded  to  different  members  of 
the  Civil  Service.  All  persons  in  the  Civil  Sei- 
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vice  got  retiring  allowances  and  pensions,  ac- 
cording to  the  rank  they  held  and  according  to 
the  nature  of  the  agreement  under  which  they 
entered  the  Service ;  but  most  of  the  persons  in 
the  Railway  Department  were  not  entitled  to 
the  same  privileges,  because  they  entered  the 
Service  on  the  condition  that  their  engage- 
ments might  be  terminated  on  three  months' 
notice,  on  a  fortnight's  notice,  and  some  of  them 
on  a  week's  notice.  Everything  depended  upon 
the  manner  in  which  they  were  engaged.  Of 
course  it  was  for  the  House  to  say  if  it  wished 
everybody  to  get  a  retiring  allowance ;  but,  so 
far  as  he  understood,  the  inclination  of  the 
House  went  in  the  other  direction. 

Sir  G.  GREY  did  not  think  that  answer  quite 
met  the  case.    What  was  wanted  was  some 

f>rovision  under  which  men  who  were  about  to 
eave  the  Service  might  make  homes  for  them- 
selves on  the  land,  and  so  provide  for  their 
families ;  and  the  Government  might  easily 
meet  that  need  by  making  regulations  this 
very  session.  The  land  was  there  ;  these  people 
were  in  distress ;  they  were  liable  to  be  dis- 
missed day  by  day;  and,  if  the  colony  could 
afford  millions  of  acres  for  a  foreign  company, 
or  if  it  could  afford  land  to  provide  great  runs 
for  people  of  wealth,  who  had  occupied  them 
for  years  on  their  own  terms,  the  least  the 
House  could  do  was  to  provide  that  the  poor  of 
Now  Zealand  should  have  some  refuge  left  to 
them  on  the  face  of  the  earth  where  thoy  might 
make  homes  for  themselves  and  bring  up  their 
families  in  comfort.  There  was  power  to  do 
this,  and,  if  there  was  not,  everything  could  be 
done  next  week  that  would  be  necessary  to 
make  provision  of  that  kind. 

Mr.  TURN  BULL  said  this  was  only 
one  out  of  a  great  many  cases  which  would 
have  to  occupy  the  attention  of  the  House. 
The  Government  proposed  to  reduce  the  ex- 
penditure on  working  railways  by  £23,000,  and, 
instead  of  dealing  with  these  cases  in  an 
isolated  manner,  the  House  should  wait  until 
the  Government  showed  by  their  estimates  how 
they  proposed  to  moke  these  reductions,  and 
then  deal  virith  the  whole  question  as  it  affected 
those  who  would  be  thrown  out  of  employment. 
Mr.  L  EVE  ST  AM  said  the  Premier  had 
told  them  that  all  Civil  servants  were  treated 
alike ;  but  he  was  not  quite  correct  in  that. 
There  was  a  District  Engineer  in  Nelson  dis- 
missed some  time  ago.  He  bad  occupied  the 
position  for  fifteen  years,  and  yet  there  were 
objections  to  his  getting  his  compensation.  It 
seemed  that,  in  the  first  instance,  his  engage- 
ment defended  upon  his  success.  As  he  re- 
tained his  position  for  fifteen  years,  and  as 
he  had  first-class  testimonials  from  his  su- 
perior officers,  it  could  hardly  be  doubted 
that  he  was  successful ;  and,  furthermore,  the 
letter  in  which  the  Government  intimated 
dismissal  was  framed  in  such  language  as  to 
leave  no  doubt  that  he  hod  been  a  successful 
officer.  Yet  difficulties  were  raised  to  his  re- 
ceiving retiring  allowance,  and  for  six  months 
he  had  received  nothing ;  but  he  (Mr.  Levestam) 
believed  that  hopes  had  now  been  held  out  to 
him  that  he  would  get  his  allowanoe.    Bat  it 
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was  a,  hudship  to  a  man  that,  on  losing  his 
situation,  he  should  be  kept  waiting  about 
month  after  month  for  what  he  was  entitled  to. 
It  kept  him  chained  to  the  place,  so  that  he 
was  unable  to  look  for  employment.  He  hoped 
that  the  Government  would  now  make  a  speedy 
settlement  in  this  case. 

Major  ATKINSON  said  the  case  to  which 
the  honourable  gentleman  referred  was  a 
peculiar  one.  The  Civil  servant  referred  to 
was  under  the  age  at  which  he  would  be  en- 
titled to  a  pension,.but  was  not  in  good  health, 
and  the  question  arose  whether  ho  was  entitled 
to  a  pension.  There  was  a  good  deal  of  diver- 
sity of  opinion  on  the  matter  ;  but  it  had  now 
been  determined  that  he  should  get  a  pension, 
as  provided  by  law. 

Mr.  BRUC£  would  like  to  ask  the  honour- 
able gentleman  whether  the  Government  would 
take  into  consideration  the  question  of  pro- 
viding some  fund  for  the  relief  of  disabled  rail- 
way employes.  Those  were  principally  the  men 
who  were  appealing  to  the  sympathies  of  the 
Committee  at  the  present  time. 

Major  ATKINSON  said  there  was  no  doubt 
that  proper  provision  must  bo  made  next  year 
to  meet  tiiese  cases,  and  when  introducing  the 
Civil  Service  Bill  he  would  endeavour  to  meet 
tiie  difficulty. 

STAMP  ACT. 

Mr.  W.  D.  STEWART  said  the  Premier 
had  made  reference  on  the  previous  evening 
to  a  mistake  in  a  Stamp  Act  said  to  have  been 
cansed  by  him  (Mr.  Stewart).  He  should  like 
the  honourable  gentleman  to  explain  the  par- 
ticular circumstances  that  occurred. 

Major  ATKINSON  said  he  had  no  wish  to 
enter  into  the  matter,  and  he  should  bo  glad  to 
withdraw  the  remark  and  apologize  to  the 
honourable  gentleman,  if  that  would  satisfy 
him. 

Mi.  W.  D.  STEWART  thought  that  was 
scarcely  a  fair  way  to  meet  him.  A  definite 
charge  had  been  mode  against  him.  The 
honourable  gentleman  would  scarcely  have 
nutde  it  unless  he  had  believed  it,  and  he  asked 
^e  honourable  gentleman,  as  an  honourable 
man,  to  state  on  what  he  had  founded  the 
Temark.    He  emphatically  denied  any  mistake. 

Major  ATKINSON  said  he  had  referred  to 
what  occurred  when  a  Bill  was  going  through 
Committee.  He  thought  that  the  honourable 
gentleman  hod  better  have  left  the  matter  as 
it  was.  However,  if  the  honourable  gentleman 
desired  he  would  hunt  the  matter  up  and  give 
details. 

WAIRARAPA  NORTH  COUNTY  COUNCIL 
EMPOWERING  BILL. 
Mr.  BEETHAM,  in  moving  the  second  read- 
ing of  this  Bill,  said  the  Bill  was  a  very  simple 
one.  Some  years  ago  the  Government  of  the 
day  proclaimed  a  road  and  railway  reserve 
through  the  Forty -mile  Bush  district  three 
ehains  in  width.  The  railway  had  passed  this 
part  where  it  was  proposed  to  lessen  the  width 
of  the  reserve,  so  that  there  was  now  no  longer 
any  reason  for  such  a  reservation.   The  settlers 


in  the  small  Township  of  Eketahnna  wished  to 
lessen  the  width  of  the  roadway,  and  the  Bill 
would  enable  the  County  Council  to  dispose  of 
the  land  for  a  width  on  each  side  of  the  road- 
way of  three-quarters  of  a  chain.  He  would 
not  detain  the  House,  but  when  the  Bill  was 
in'  Committee  he  would  propose  two  or  three 
amendments  that  would  give  effect  to  the  sug- 
gestions of  the  Committee  on  Local  Bills. 

Mr.  E.  RICHARDSON  asked  the  Govern- 
ment for  an  expression  of  opinion  on  this  Bill. 
It  dealt  with  a  very  important  question,  and 
one  which  the  late*  Government  were  advised 
was  subject  to  serious  objection,  and  might  lead 
to  very  great  trouble.  The  matter  had  been 
under  the  consideration  of  the  Government  for 
some  years  post.  He  thought  no  such  power 
as  was  asked  for  in  this  Bill  should  be  granted 
to  any  local  body.  He  understood  that  the 
Bill  applied  to  a  portion  of  the  reserve  which 
ran  through  a  township.  The  township  might 
largely  increase  in  the  future,  and  in  that  case 
they  would  have  a  wide  rood  on  both  sides  till 
they  came  to  the  township,  and  then  a  narrow 
neck  through  the  township  itself.  He  did  not 
want  to  raise  any  particular  objection,  but 
thought  the  question  was  one  that  should  re- 
ceive very  careful  consideration  before  such  a 
precedent  was  established. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  would  like  to  say  that 
what  was  provided  by  this  Bill  was  absolutely 
necessary — that  was,  that  a  street  which  was 
three  chains  in  width  should  be  narrowed. 
Imagine  a  small  bush  township  with  a  street 
three  chains  wide  running  through  it,  the  land 
being  of  the  roughest  description  1  How  were 
the  settlers  on  each  side  of  this  wide  street 
to  make  it  a  practicable  street  ?  and  what 
necessity  was  there  for  anything  like  three 
chains  in  the  width  of  a  street  in  a  small  town- 
ship? If  townships,  either  on  Government  or 
private  lands,  were  properly  laid  out,  would 
they  find  such  a  thing  as  streets  three  chains 
in  width  in  them  ?  He  was  sure  they  would 
not.  In  this  particular  oase  it  was  not  pro- 
posed to  narrow  the  street  to  one  chain,  which 
was  the  usual  width  in  such  townships,  but 
only  to  a  chain  and  a  half.  He  could  assure 
the  House,  knowing  tho  locality  and  knowing 
the  necessity  of  narrowing  the  street,  that  it 
would  be  doing  a  good  work,  and  doing  what 
would  be  in  the  interest  of  the  settlers  them- 
selves, by  granting  the  power  required.  He 
therefore  hoped  the  second  reading  of  the  Bill 
would  be  passed. 

Mr.  FISH  thought  the  Bill  was  most  objec- 
tionable, and  one  that  certainly  ought  not  to 
be  allowed  to  pass.  In  the  first  place,  it  pro- 
posed to  close  a  portion  of  a  road,  or  to  narrow 
a  wide  street,  which,  he  thought,  should  not  be 
done  ;  and,  secondly,  it  proposed  that  the  land 
so  token  from  the  road  should  be  sold  only  to 
those  persons  upon  whose  land  it  abutted,  and 
that  not  at  a  fair  and  reasonable  price,  but  at 
the  price  at  which  the  land  was  originally  pur- 
chased. Now,  it  might  be  that  the  land  had 
been  purchased  for  lOs.  an  acre  originally, 
and  that  its  present  value  was  £5  an  acre; 
yet  the  Bill  proposed  that  this  land  should  bo 
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given  only  to  the  ovmera  of  the  land  fronting 
the  road,  and  at  the  price  at  which  their  original 
Bections  were  bought.  He  thought  it  must  be 
conceded  that  this  was  a  most  vicious  piece  of 
legislation.  But  it  did  not  stop  there.  This 
road  belonged  to  the  colony,  and  yet  there  was 
here  an  audacious  attempt^if  ho  might  nse 
such  a  word— on  the  part  of  the  County  Coun- 
cil to  appropriate  the  proceeds  of  the  sale  of 
this  land— to  apply  it  to  augment  the  county 
funds.  That  was  a  very  peculiar  mode  of 
subsidising  a  local  body,  and  he  did  not  think 
it  should  be  permitted  by  the  House.  If 
the  County  Council  of  Wairarapa  was  to  have 
a  considerable  portion  of  land  sold  for  its 
especial  benefit,  then  why  should  not  other 
County  Councils  have  the  same  ?  It  appeared 
to  him  that  the  Bill  would  affect  the  revenue 
of  the  country;  for,  assuming  that  the  land 
ought  to  be  sold,  the  money  arising  from  the 
sale  must  of  necessity  bo  the  property  of  the 
Crown.  Then,  the  mode  in  which  it  was  to  be 
disposed  of  was  by  private  sale ;  and  that  was 
most  objectionable.  If  a  portion  of  the  rood 
was  to  be  sold,  then  it  ought  to  bo  sold  by 
public  auction,  and  the  owners  of  the  adjacent 
land  should  compete  for  it.  That  was  the 
only  way  of  ascertaining  the  real  value  of 
the  land  at  the  present  time,  and  it  was  the 
course  that  ought  to  be  adopted.  The  honour- 
able member  for  Wairarapa,  if  he  had  under- 
stood him  aright,  said  the  land  here  was  hilly ; 
but,  so  far  as  he  had  seen  by  going  through  the 
country  rather  hurriedly,  a  great  portion  of  it, 
at  any  rate,  was  very  level  land.  But  whether 
it  was  level  or  not  Avas  beside  the  question. 
The  principle  of  the  Bill  he  believed  to  be 
vicious,  and  he  thought  the  Bill  should  not  be 
allowed  to  pass  its  second  reading.  If  it  got 
into  Committee  he  should  make  the  greatest 
efforts  he  could  to  alter  the  whole  charac- 
ter of  the  Bill,  and  to  endeavour  to  enforce 
that  the  land  should  be  sold  by  auction,  and 
and  that  the  proceeds  of  the  sale  should  become 
the  property  of  the  Crown.  This  was  another 
instance  of  an  apparently  harmless  Bill  being 
pushed  through,  to  the  detriment  of  the  country 
generally,  and  with  great  unfairness  to  other 
local  bodies.  It  was  an  insidious  attempt  to 
get  an  improper  piece  of  legislation.  In  Com- 
mittee he  should  oppose  the  Bill  clause  by 
clause. 

Hr.  HIS  LOP  understood  the  honourable 
member  for  Kaiapoi  to  say  that  the  late  Go- 
vernment objected  to  the  passing  of  this  Bill ; 
but  he  understood  that  the  objections  which 
liad  been  raised  to  the  Bill  had  been  satisfied 
or  withdrawn.  With  regard  to  the  remarks 
made  by  the  honourable  gentleman  who  had 
last  spoken,  he  might  say  that  the  objection  to 
carrying  out  the  suggestion  that  the  land  should 
be  sold  at  auction  was,  that  if  that  were  done 
the  persons  who  now  had  land  abutting  on  the 
street  might  have  the  access  to  their  sections 
taken  away  from  them  by  persons  buying  this 
narrow  strip,  and  they  would  thereby  be  placed 
at  a  very  great  disadvantage.  As  to  the  Bill 
itself,  there  was  nothing  vicious  in  the  principle 
of  it,  unless  that  was  declared  to  be  a  vicious 
Mr.  With 


prinoiplo  which  was  laid  down  in  the  Act  of 
1882,  which  gave  County  Councils  power  to  close ' 
roads.  It  had  been  decided,  in  a  case  in  which 
the  Selwyn  County  Council  was  interested,  that 
the  power  of  closing  roads  which  would  be  given 
to  the  Wairarapa  County  Council  in  this  case  was 
now  vested  in  other  County  Councils ;  so  that 
there  was  nothing  exceptional  in  this  measure. 
With  regard  to  the  appropriation  of  money,  it 
was  specifically  appropriated  by  the  Bill,  where- 
as under  the  law  as  it  now  stood,  the  mone^' 
could  go  into  the  funds  generally.  The  oo- 
jectiona  the  honourable  gentleman  had  raised 
were  really  no  objections  at  all.  Regarding 
the  Bill  itself,  he  had  intended  to  intimate, 
when  the  honourable  member  for  Kaiapoi  rose, 
that  the  Government  did  not  intend  to  oppose 
the  Bill,  but  that  they  would  propose  amend- 
ments in  it.  The  principal  amendment  would 
be  as  to  fixing  the  price.  The  price  should  bo 
subject  to  its  being  agreed  upon  by  the  Pro- 
perty-tax Commissioner,  or  some  other  officer, 
though  the  Property-tax  Commissioner  would 
probably  be  the  best  person ;  and  it  should  be 
be  not  less  than  the  price  returned  for  the  ad- 
jacent property  under  the  property  assessment. 
If  that  were  done,  he  thought  there  was  nothing 
wrong  in  the  Bill.  The  road  was  unnecessarily 
wide,  and,  instead  of  being  a  benefit  to  the 
public,  it  was  a  great  tax  upon  them,  and 
therefore  all  the  parties  had  agreed  to  the 
passing  of  the  Bill. 

Mr.  W.  D.  STEWART,  as  Chairman  of  the 
Local  Bills  Committee,  might  mention  that 
the  various  jraints  which  bad  been  brought 
under  tho  consideration  of  the  House  had  been 
very  carefully  considered  by  the  Committee, 
and  the  Committee  had  come  to  the  conclusion 
that  the  Bill  would  result  in  no  injustice  what- 
ever to  any  of  the  parties  interested.  The 
point  was  simply  this — and  the  honourable 
member  for  Dunedin  South  would  no  doubt 
realise  its  force — that  a  street  three  chains  wide, 
in  such  a  place,  was  found  to  be  inconveniently 
wide  ;  and  if  they  took  the  street-frontage  from 
tho  adjoining  proprietors  they  would  du  them  a 
very  serious  injustice,  and  leave  them  without 
access  to  their  properties.  Then,  the  narrow- 
ing of  the  road  might  be  a  change  which  some 
of  the  parties  did  not  wish  for,  and,  if  their 
street  -  frontage  was  taken  away,  they  were 
fairly  entitled  to  say  that  they  ought  not  to 
suffer,  and  should  have  a  frontage  to  tho  street, 
and  were,  at  any  rate,  entitled  to  have  the  land 
as  part  of  their  sections,  at  something  like  a 
reasonable  figure.  He  doubted  very  much 
whether  they  should  be  called  upon  to  pay 
anything  for  the  land,  for  tho  simple  reason 
that  it  was  not  right  to  take  away  the  front- 
age from  any  person  whose  land  abutted  upon 
the  road  without  giving  compensation.  The 
owners  of  the  land  were  not  the  parties  moving 
in  this  matter  ;  it  was  the  County  Council 
that  wished  to  narrow  the  road  for  the  pur- 
pose of  economy,  and  ha  did  not  think  they 
could  legally  take  away  the  frontage  of  any 
person's  land  without  giving  him  oompensatios, 
and  it  would  be  a  monstrous  thing  if  they  were 
entitledtodoso.   The  simple  question  was  this: 
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What  woB  the  best  mode  of  assessing  what  might 
be  termed  the  value  of  the  land  ?  It  would  be 
unfair  to  fix.  the  price  at  a  figure  which  these 
people  wore  not  prepared  to  give,  or  to  deprive 
them  of  their  frontages.  The  remarks  of  the 
honourable  member  were  evidently  made  vmder 
the  impresssion  that  this  land  was  of  very  con- 
siderable value.  Supposing  a  small  strip  of 
this  country  were  sold  to  an  outsider  at  a 
price  which  these  people  could  not  give,  they 
might  thereby  be  deprived  of  their  frontages, 
and  compelled  to  sell  their  sections  at  a  {sacri- 
fice. This  Bill  was  not  an  unfair  Bill,  and  he 
hoped  it  would  be  allowed  to  pass. 

Mr.  GUINNESS  was  sorry  to  think  that  the 
honourable  gentleman,  as  Chairman  of  the 
Local  Bills  Committee,  had  not  gone  into  tlio 
matter  as  carefully  as  he  ought  to  have  done. 
He  (Mr.  Guinness)  submitted  that  it  was  a 
question  whether  this  Bill  could  proceed  any 
further,  on  the  ground  that  it  appropriated 
part  of  the  colonial  funds  to'  the  County  Coun- 
cil ;  and  he  submitted  that,  before  proceeding 
farther,  it  was  necessary  to  obtain  the  consent 
of  the  Crown  to  such  an  appropriation.  That 
had  not  been  done.  He  thought  the  Local 
Bills  Committee  bod  failed  in  their  duty  in  not 
pointing  that  out  to  the  House.  He  would 
like  to  hear  Mr.  Speaker's  ruling  on  the  ques- 
tion. 

Mr.  SPEAKER  thought  it  would  be  neces- 
sary to  get  the  consent  of  the  Crown  to  the 
passing  of  clause  7,  but  that  need  not  neces- 
sarily arrest  the  progress  of  the  Bill  at  this 
stage. 

Mr.  HISLOP  understood  that  the  proceeds 
of  such  lands  as  these  were  not  paid  into  the 
general  funds  of  the  colony,  but  into  local 
funds.  Although  the  road  might  be  hold  by 
the  Crown,  it  was  not  to  be  argued  from  that 
that  the  moneys  arising  from  the  sale  of  this 
land  should  be  paid  into  the  public  fund.  The 
management  of  the  rood  was  vested  in  the  local 
bodies,  which  were  entitled  to  the  proceeds 
from  it. 

Mr.  SMITH  thought  there  wae  some  little 
misunderstanding  in  reference  to  this  Bill. 
He  thought  the  honourable  member  for  Dun- 
edin  South  had  not  visited  the  place  where  it 
was  proposed  to  alter  this  road.  If  he  had 
done  so  he  did  not  think  that  the  honourable 
gentleman  would  have  objected  to  the  Bill. 
This  matter  had  been  taken  up  by  the  local 
body,  and  in  consequence  of  the  feeling  that 
existed  it  was  necessary  that  something  should 
be  done.  Lost  winter  this  township  was 
one  of  the  places  he  had  to  canvass,  and  ho 
found  great  difficulty  in  getting  about.  Only 
the  centre  of  the  road  was  formed,  and  the 
other  portion  of  it  was  in  a  very  bad  state  in- 
deed. The  township  was  likely  to  increase, 
and  therefore  it  was  advisable  that  this  matter 
should  bo  settled  as  soon  as  possible.  It  was 
said  that  the  price  for  those  portions  of  the  road 
which  it  was  proposed  to  sell  should  exceed 
that  which  was  originally  given :  but  that  would 
bo  a  most  unfair  thing.  It  would  be  most 
tmfair  to  do  anything  that  might  deprive 
those  people  of  their  frontages;  because  they 


would  be  put  to  very  great  expense  in  shift- 
ing their  buildings.  This  would  cost  them 
very  much  more  than  the  value  of  the  land. 
The  feeling  in  the  locality  was  that,  if  a  high 
price  were  to  be  placed  on  the  land,  it  would 
be  better  to  leave  matters  as  they  were.  If 
the  original  price  were  charged  people  might 
then  afford  to  shift  their  buildings  and  have 
their  frontage  to  thu  xnain  road.  It  was  a  very 
rough  piece  of  country  at  present,  and  it  was. 
very  difficult  to  get  to  the  dwellings  and  business 
places  in  the  township.  It  was  proposed,  there- 
fore, to  give  the  local  body  x>ower  to  make  the 
road  a  chain  and  a  half  wide ;  and  he  hoped 
that  not  only  would  the  Bill  be  read  a  second 
time,  but  also  that  no  alteration  would  be  made 
in  it  in  Committee. 

Mr.  SAMUEL  said  ho  had  very  carefully 
considered  this  Bill,  and  was  of  opinion  that 
it  was  one  the  House  ought  to  pass.  There 
were  certain  peculiar  inconveniences  in  the 
procedure  under  the  Act  of  1882,  which  might 
make  it  ver>'  inconvenient  to  the  local  body  to 
proceed  under  that  Act,  and  the  object  of  this 
Bill  was  to  get  rid  of  those  inconveniences. 
The  proceccLs  from  this  land,  if  closed  and  sold 
under  the  Counties  \ct  in  the  ordinary  course^ 
would  go  to  the  local  body,  and  therefore  there 
was  no  force  in  the  remarks  of  the  honourable 
member  for  Dunedin  South  as  to  the  unfair- 
ness of  providing  by  the  Bill  that  the  County 
Council  should  get  the  proceeds  of  sale.  The 
honourable  gentleman's  remarks  were  quite 
beside  the  question. 

Mr.  VALENTINE  had  much  pleasure  ia 
supporting  this  Bill.  The  Committee  to  whom 
this  Bill  was  referred  inquired  very  carefully 
into  the  various  circumstances  in  connection 
with  the  proposed  dispo.sal  of  this  laud,  and 
were  satisfied  that  the  Bill  was  necessary  in 
the  interests  of  the  settlers.  It  was  the  inten- 
tion of  the  County  Council  to  narrow  this  road, 
for  the  purpose  of  better  securing  the  main- 
tenance of  it  and,  at  the  same  time,  affording 
better  means  of  communication  to  the  settlers. 
He  understood  that  there  were  certain  natural 
features  in  connection  with  this  land  which 
made  the  road  rather  difficult  to  get  at.  The 
roadways  into  the  farms  would  be  improved  if 
the  strip  of  land  not  required  for  this  road  were 
handed  over  to  the  settlers.  He  was  assured 
by  the  honourable  gentleman  in  charge  of  the 
Bill  that  there  was  no  intention  to  charge  more 
than  the  upset  price  for  the  land,  which,  he 
believed,  was  something  like  £1  an  acre.  It 
would  be  very  unjust  indeed  to  the  settlers  now 
occupying  these  farms  if  they  hod  to  pay  & 
"  fancy  "  price  for  the  land ;  and  to  take  away 
the  present  frontages  would  bo  even  a  greater 
injustice  than  to  raise  the  price.  Ho  hoped 
the  County  Council  would  get  the  powers  they 
asked  for  in  this  Bill,  for  the  better  keeping  of 
the  road. 

Mr.  BEETHAM,  in  reply,  believed  the 
honourable  gentlemen  who  were  in  favour  of 
the  Bill  appreciated  the  intentions  of  the  meor- 
suie ;  but  he  was  sure  the  honourable  member 
for  Dunedin  South  had  not.  That  honourable 
gentleman  could  not  possibly  conceive  the  posi- 
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tion  of  tlie  township,  or  he  would  never  have 
made  the  remarks  he  did  make.  If  the  honour- 
able gentletnan  would  rctid  the  Bill  he  would 
Bee  that  it  was  simply  a  Bill  to  give  the  settlers 
what  they  had  a  right  to  demand.  What  the 
honourable  member  for  Woodville  had  said  was 
perfectly  true,  that  only  a  width  of  14ft.  in  the 
centre  was  formed,  and  the  rest  of  the  road,  in 
winter-time,  was  a  mud-hole.  He  should  be 
glad  as  far  as  possible  to  meet  the  views  of 
honourable  members  in  Committee;  his  only 
wish  would  be  to  do  justice  to  the  colony,  the 
district,  and  the  Bill  he  had  under  his  charge. 
Bill  read  a  second  time. 

OTAGO  HAKBOUR  BOARD  BIIjL. 
Mr.  ROSS,  in  moving  the  second  reading  of 
this  Bill,  said  ho  would  occupy  not  more  than  a 
few  minutes  of  the  time  of  the  House.  This 
Bill,  though  a  Harbour  Board  Bill,  was  not  an 
empowering  Bill ;  it  authorised  no  borrowing, 
neither  did  it  confer  any  additional  endow- 
ments. On  these  grounds  he  anticipated  no 
objection  from  the  Young  New  Zealand  party 
in  the  House.  The  object  of  the  Bill  was 
simply  to  rectify  omissions  in  the  Act  of  18S3, 
and  to  make  some  necessary  provisions  in  con- 
nection with  the  election  of  members.  Clause 
6  of  the  Act  of  18S3  iirovidcd  that  "  The  first 
election  of  the  elective  members  of  the  Board 
shall  be  held  in  November,  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  seventy-three;"  and  clause  7 
provided  that  "The  elective  members  shall 
come  into  office  on  their  election,  and  shall 
hold  oiBce  from  the  time  of  their  election  until 
the  election  of  members  of  the  Board,  to  be 
held  in  November,  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  eighty-five."  No  provision,  however,  was 
mode  for  any  subsequent  elections.  The 
Bill  now  under  consideration  supplied  this 
omission.  Another  clause  provided  for  the  re- 
presentation of  the  now -existing  Dunedin 
Chamber  of  Commerce.  By  the  Act  of  1883 
the  Chamber  of  Commerce  was  authorised  to 
elect  a  member  of  the  Board.  The  interpreta- 
tion clause  of  that  Act,  however,  defined 
"  Chamber  of  Commerce  "  to  be  "  the  present 
association  in  the  City  of  Dunedin  known  as 
the  '  Dunedin  Chamber  of  Commerce.' "  Since 
the  passing  of  the  Act  of  1883  the  then  existing 
Chamber  had  been  dissolved,  and  another 
Chamber  of  Commerce  hod  been  constituted 
and  iucorporated.  This  Bill  provided  that  the 
authority  to  elect  a  member  to  the  Hiarbour 
Board  be  conferred  on  the  present  association 
or  on  future  associations  which  might  succeed 
it.  Another  provision  in  the  Bill  substituted 
the  second  Monday  in  February  for  the  second 
Monday  in  November :  this  is  rendered  neces- 
sary in  consequence  of  the  adjournment  of  this 
House  which  took  place  at  the  commencement 
of  the  present  session  having  prevented  this 
Bill  becoming  law  in  time  to  allow  of  the  elec- 
tions taking  place  in  November.  As  the  date 
must  thus  necessarily  be  altered,  it  was  thought 
better  to  provide  that  the  election  should  tako 
place  in  February,  on  the  same  day  as  that 
fixed  by  "  The  Harbours  Act,  1878,"  for  holding 
Harbour  Board  elections  in  the  colony.  He 
ilr.  Beetham 


would  not  detain  the  House  longer,  as  other 
clatises  in  the  Bill  might  be  dealt  with  in  Com- 
mittee. He  moved  the  second  reading  of  the 
Bill. 

Mr.  FISH  should  not  oppose  this  Bill, 
although,  before  the  second  reading  was  agreed 
to,  he  should  like  to  say  that  jiie  was  very 
doubtful  whether  the  Dunedin  Chamber  of 
Commerce  should  have  special  reprcsentatidn 
on  this  Board.  It  was  a  body  which  was  con- 
stantly changing;  it  had  exceedingly  little 
weight  in  Dunedin,  and  recently  it  passed  oub 
of  existence  altogether.  It  was  a  body  which, 
was  not  fairly  representative  of  the  trade  of  the 
community,  and  it  was  notorious  that  it  existed 
more  for  the  dissemination  of  "  cliquism  "  than 
for  any  useful  purpose.  Ho  was  free  to  admit 
that  the  gentleman  who  occupied  a  seat  on  the 
Board  for  the  Chamber  of  Commerce,  Mr. 
Donald  Roid,  was  one  of  the  best  members  the 
Board  had ;  but  ho  saw  by  the  papers  that  Mr. 
Reid  did  nob  intend  to  continue  his  seat  on  the 
Board.  He  (Mr.  Fish)  very  much  doubted 
whether  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  of  Dun- 
edin, or  indeed  any  other  Chamber  of  Com- 
merce in  the  colony,  should  have  special  repre- 
sentation on  these  Boards.  This  particular 
Chamber  was,  he  thought,  the'  weakest  one  in 
any  of  the  large  towns  of  the  colony.  Although 
he  would  not  oppose  the  Bill,  he  thought  it  just 
as  well  that  Chambers  of  Commerce  sliould  not 
have  special  representation  on  those  Boards. 

Mr.  ROSS  wished  merely  to  point  out  that 
this  Bill  did  not  interfere  at  all  with  the  con- 
stitution of  the  Board. 

Bill  read  a  second  time. 

PUKKKOHE  BOROUGH  BILL. 
Mr.  HAMLIN,  in  moving  the  second  reading 
of  this  Bill,  said  the  necessity  for  it  had  arisen 
owing  to  the  fact  that  "  The  Municipal  Corpora- 
tions Act,  1886,"  repealed  the  Town  Districts 
Act.  A  petition  was  presented  to  the  Governor 
requiring  that  the  land  sot  forth  in  the  sche- 
dule to  the  Bill  should  be  formed  into  a  town 
district.  At  the  present  time  the  Boad  Board 
at  Fukekohe  was  unable  to  pay  proper  atten- 
tion to  that  growing  township,  and  therefore 
a  petition  had  been  signed,  praying  that  the 
township  sliould  be  created  into  a  borough 
under  the  Municipal  Corporations  Act.  The 
Municipal  Corporations  Act  provided  that  no 
borough  should  be  formed  unless  there  were 
a  hundred  householders  in  the  township.  Un- 
fortunately, Pukekohe  had  not  quite  that  num- 
ber at  the  present  time ;  but  the  township  was 
rapidly  increasing  in  population,  and  it  was 
absolutely  reoessary  for  the  health  of  the  people 
that  drainage  and  other  works  should  be  un. 
dertaken.  The  reason  the  Bill  was  asked  for 
was  that  the  Road  Board  did  not  pay  proper 
attention  to  the  wants  of  that  particular  spot : 
hence  it  was  that  they  desired  to  be  consti- 
tuted a  borough,  so  as  to  carry  out  drainage 
and  other  necessary  works.  He  might  state 
that  during  the  election  people,  in  going  to  the 
Courthouse,  hod  to  wade  half-way  up  to  their 
knees  in  mud  and  water  ;  and  that  was  not  an 
unusual  thing  in  that  township. 
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Mr.  FISH  thought  this  was  a  very  objection- 
able Bill.  It  sought  to  turn  a  small  town  into 
a  borough,  and  he  thought  the  policy  of  the 
Hours  should  be  to  prevent  small  places  from 
assuming  the  more  digniiied  functions  of  a 
tetoagh.  The  honourable  gentleman  said  there 
\rere  only  forty  or  fifty  householders  in  this 
township. 

Mr.  HAMIilN.— I  did  not  say  that. 

Mr.  FISH  said,  at  any  rate  there  were 
under  one  hundred  householders  in  the  town  ; 
and,  if  that  wew  so,  surely  it  was  premature  to 
ask  that  the  place  should  be  made  into  a 
borongh.  In  this  case  there  seemed  to  be  no 
provision  for  a  petition  sent  to  the  Governor 
being  advertised.  The  honourable  gentleman 
had  stated  that  one  reason  for  bringing  in 
this  measure  was  that  the  Road  Board  did 
not  give  proper  attention  to  the  place.  That 
was  surely  a  fault  that  could  bo  remedied  by 
the  people  of  the  district  bringing  pressure  to 
bear  on  the  Road  Board.  As  to  drainage,  surely 
a  small  hamlet  like  Pukekohe  could  not  re- 
quire much  in  the  way  of  drainage.  No  doubt 
the  thing  was  a  very  small  affair  altogether ; 
it  was  so  small  that  he  thought  the  House 
should  not  bo  asked  to  legislate  upon  it,  thus 
making  a  special  case  of  it.  He  failed  to  see 
why  the  House  should  pass  the  Bill.  It  was 
one  of  the  most  notable  instances  of  parish- 
vestry  legislation  that  he  had  ever  seen  intro- 
duced into  the  House.  He  would  oppose  the 
BUI. 

Mr.  S.^MUEL  was  strongly  opposed  to  this 
Bill,  and  he  hoped  the  House  would  not  allow 
it  to  be  read  a  second  time.  To  allow  the  Bill 
to  be  read  a  second  timo  would  be  to  agree  to 
the  principle  of  tlie  Bill,  which  was  a  departure 
from  the  principles  embodied  in  "  The  Muni- 
cipal Corporations  Act,  1886."  By  tliatAct  the 
Town  Districts  Act  was  repealed,  and  it  was 
rendered  no  longer  possible  for  these  small 
places  to  form  themselves  into  towns ;  nor  should 
the  House  now  permit  them  to  form  themselves 
into  boroughs.  He  considered  that  one  of  the 
greatest  evils  in  the  colony  was  the  desire  of  so 
many  settlers  in  small  diHtricts  to  have  muni- 
cipal bodies,  and  to  rush  into  public-works  ex- 
penditure, and  into  loans.  This  was  all  of  a 
piece  with  many  other  acts  of  small  bodies  of 
that  description.  People  in  business  in  small 
townships  said,  "  Let  us  make  this  a  grander 
place ;  let  us  get  concrete  footpath!!,  drainage, 
and  waterworks."  These  people  bad  frequently 
nothing  to  loso  themselves,  and  they  entailed 
heavy  taxation  on  those  who  came  after  them 
to  occupy  the  town.  That  had  been  one  of  the 
greatest  evils  the  colony  had  laboured  under — 
namely,  the  high  rates  entailed  by  the  action  of 
local  Iradies.  He  considered  that  the  local  go- 
vernment of  the  colony  was  greatly  at  fault,  the 
bodies  often  carrying  out  their  duties  most  in- 
efficiently and  extravagantly.  The  Bill  seemed 
to  have  no  excuse  whatever  on  the  face  of  it ; 
and,  if  the  honourable  gentleman  in  charge  of 
tiie  Bill  wished  to  make  it  legal  for  small  places 
to  form  themselves  into  municipalities,  let  him 
endeavour  to  amend  the  Municipal  Corporations 
Act  BO  as  to  make  it  possible  for  other  small 


places  to  do  the  same  ;  but  do  not  let  the  Honsa 
— except  for  some  exceptional  reason— allow 
this  Bill  to  pass,  and  thus  make  an  exception  of 
one  case. 

Mr.  PEACOCK  said  the  honourable  member 
who  had  just  spoken  had  expressed  in  a  great 
measure  his  opinions  upon  this  subject.  He 
thought  the  House  sliould  be  very  careful  in 
departing  from  the  general  principle  embodied 
in  the  Municipal  Corporations  Act — that  the 
machinery  for  a  borough  should  only  be  brought 
into  play  where  there  was  a  sufficient  number 
of  inhabitants.  In  this  case  it  was  intended 
to  get  behind  that  Act,  not  only  in  regard  to 
the  number  of  inhabitants  required  to  petition, 
but  also  in  regard  to  the  stipulation  that  the 
revenue  from  rates,  on  the  ordinary  scale  of 
one  shilling  on  annual  value  or  three  farthings 
on  capital  value,  should  not  be  less  than  £250 
exclusive  of  subsidies.  They  should  see  that 
exceptions  were  not  made  without  very  good 
reasons  being  shown.  Ho  had  heard  no  such 
reasons  given  in  the  present  case.  The  honour- 
able member  for  Dunedin  South  was,  however, 
in  error  in  stating  that  no  provision  was  made 
ior  making  public  the  fact  of  the  presentation 
of  the  petition.  The  subsections  of  section  24 
of  the  Act  to  be  left  out  were  (2),  (8),  and  (6). 
Subsection  (5)  would  still  moke  it  imperative 
that  the  petition  should  be  publicly  notified 
before  presentation  to  the  Governor.  On  the 
general  principle  that  the  House  should  not 
readily  depart  from  the  provisions  of  the 
Municipal  Corporations  Act,  or  countenance 
very  small  bodies  forming  themselves  into 
boroughs,  he  would  oppose  the  Bill. 

Mr.  HOBBS  could  quite  understand,  the 
honourable  member  for  Ponsonby  and  the 
honourable  member  for  Dunedin  South,  who 
came  from  large  cities,  not  being  able  to  grasp 
the  position;  and  he  could  quite  understand  the 
honourable  member  for  New  Plymoutli  also  not 
being  able  to  grasp  the  position.  There  was 
every  excuse  for  this  Bill.  The  people  had 
been  clamouring  for  it  for  the  last  few  years. 
He  hoped  the  House,  and  especially  the  country 
members,  would  take  a  broader  view  of  the 
matter,  and  noc  be  influenced  by  the  opinions 
of  city  members,  who  did  not  understand  the 
circumstances  at  all.  He  always  noticed  that 
the  city  members  wore  opposed  to  assistance 
being  granted  to  local  bodies  in  managing 
their  own  affairs.  Ho  hoped  the  House  would 
give  the  people  what  was  asked  for  in  the  Bill. 

Mr.  W.  D.  STEWART  said  this  Bill  was 
carefully  inquired  into  when  it  came  before  the 
Iiooal  Bills  Committee.  The  inhabitants  of 
the  place  wore  unanimously  in  favour  of  the 
Bill.  From  the  explanations  given  to  the  Com- 
mittee it  seemed  that  the  part  of  the  district 
referred  to  in  the  Bill  was  somewhat  isolated, 
and  had  not  that  interest,  so  to  speak,  in 
common  with  the  other  portions  of  the  distriot 
which  it  should  have,  and  liad  not  received  that 
consideration  as  regards  improvements  and 
local  expenditure  which  it  should  receive.  H« 
had  gone  into  the  matter  very  carefully,  and  ha 
did  not  think  an  injustice  would  be  done  to 
any  one  if  the  Bill  were  allowed  to  pass. 
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Mr.  HISLOP  said,  apart  altogether  from 
the  principle  of  the  Municipal  Corporations 
Act,  he  did  not  see  why  this  measure  should 
lie  allowed  to  pass.  He  believed  that  the 
Ijouse  had  only  on  one  previous  occasion 
made  a  departure  from  the  Municipal  Cor- 
porations Act,  and  that  was  in  the  case  of 
Canipbelltown.  But  the  circumstances  which 
were  shown  to  exist  in  the  case  of  Campbell- 
town  hod  not  been  shown  to  exist  in  this  in- 
stance. Ho  did  not  think  that  small  localities 
should  bo  encouraged  to  detach  themselves 
from  tlie  local  governing  bodies.  He  did  not 
think  the  House  ought  to  allow  this  Bill  to 
pass. 

Mr.  PELDWICK  would  not  have  risen 
had  not  the  Colonial  Secretary  referred  to 
Campbelltown.  He  (Mr.  Fcldwick)  had  a 
hand  in  the  passing  of  the  Bill  which  enabled 
Campbelltown  to  become  a  borough.  Since 
then  that  borough  had  made  astonishing  pro- 
gress, which  fact  alone  would  induce  him  to 
vote  for  this  Bill. 

Mr.  LAWUY  happened  to  bo  very  familiar 
with  the  district  dealt  with  in  the  Bill,  and  he 
could  corroborate  the  remarks  which  had  fallen 
from  the  honourable  member  for  Franklin 
South.  At  the  present  time  the  place  was, 
comparatively  speaking,  a  small  one,  but  it  was 
situated  in  one  of  the  best  districts  in  the 
North  Island.  A  number  of  the  most  bonA  fide 
settlers  in  the  whole  colony  were  settled  there, 
and  he  looked  upou  thiS  place  as  one  destined 
to  grow  into  a  town  of  great  importance.  He 
did  not  believe  in  introducing  exceptional 
legislation,  but  if  it  was  justifiable  at  all  it 
was  justitiable  in  a  case  like  this.  He  thought 
the  honourable  member  for  New  Plymouth 
mode  a  mistake  in  condemning  these  people 
for  desiring  to  have  footpaths,  drainage,  and 
so  on.  He  had  always  looked  upon  these  as 
necessaries  of  life,  and  it  was  for  that  reason  he 
would  support  the  second  reading  of  the  Bill. 
Pukekohe  was  situated  in  a  beautiful  district, 
and,  although  some  parts  of  it  were  practically 
Traterless,  still  there  were  magniiiccnt  springs 
in  the  neighbourhood  which  might  bo  utilised 
at  little  cost ;  and  this  could  perhaps  be  best 
accomplished  if  it  were  formed  into  a  borough. 

Mr.  GUINNK3S  thought  it  would  be  wrong 
to  grant  this  concession  to  a  small  village  like 
Pukekohe.  The  principle  of  allowing  these 
small  communities  to  establish  governing 
bodies  had  been  carried  too  far  even  in  the  Act 
of  188C,  and  it  would  yet  be  found  that  they 
would  be  a  curse  to  the  colony,  not  only  in 
respect  to  the  existence  of  so  largo  a  number 
of  these  small  boroughs,  but  through  the  fact 
that  they  would  stand  in  the  way  of  the  esta- 
blishment of  a  proper  system  of  local  govern- 
ment to  counteract  the  centralisation  which 
was  increasing  year  by  year.  He  would  there- 
fore move,  That  the  Bill  bo  read  a  second  time 
that  day  six  months. 

Mr.  TAVLOB  said  it  seemed  to  him  that 
this  was  a  very  important  matter,  and  there 
was  a  very  large  principle  at  stoke,  notwith- 
standing what  had  been  said  by  the  Colonial 
Secretary  to  the   contrary.     It  was  a  matter 


which  entirely  affected  the  people  living  in  the 
district,  and,  although  there  were  not  a  sn£S- 
cient  number  of  persons  there  now  to  enable 
them  to  apply  under  the  Municipal  Corporations 
Act  to  constitute  themselves  into  a  borough, 
still  the  remarks  made  by  honourable  gentle- 
men who  were  intimately  acquainted  with  the 
locality  showed  that  before  long  there  would 
bo  more  than  sufficient.  The  honourable 
member  for  Now  Plymouth  objected  to  the 
establishment  of  small  local  bodies  because 
they  wanted  to  form  footpaths;  but  he  (Mr. 
Taylor)  would  like  to  know  why  they  should  not 
have  footpaths  as  well  as  the  people  in  the  large 
towns. 

Mr.  SAMUEL  explained  that  what  he  ob- 
jected to  was,  that  these  small  places  wanted 
to  raise  loans  to  form  footpaths  and  such 
things. 

Iklr.  TAYLOR  said  those  loans  would  be  ex- 
pended for  the  benefit  of  the  people,  and  the 
large  property-owners  in  the  neighbourhood 
had  quite  enough  power  to  protect  themselves 
under  the  Municipal  Corporations  Act.  He 
hoped  the  Bill  would  pass. 

Mr.  FISH  did  not  think  a  single  argument 
had  been  used  to  justify  the  House  in  passing 
legislation  of  this  kind.  It  was  really  absurd 
that  a  small  place  with  fifty  or  sixty  houses  ia 
it  should  want  to  assume  the  functions  of  a 
Borough  Council.  It  was  entirely  against  the 
spirit  of  the  Municipal  Corporations  Act.  He 
thought  the  House  would  be  acting  most  wisely 
in  reading  the  Bill  a  second  time  that  day  six 
months,  not  so  much  on  account  of  the  trifling 
case  now  under  consideration  as  to  discourage 
honourable  members  from  troubling  the  House 
with  such  matters. 

Mr.  HAMLIN  said  that  most  of  the  axga- 
monts  used  against  the  Bill  had  been  raised 
by  gentlemen  who  enjoyed  all  the  benefits  of 
having  beautiful  roads,  footpaths,  waterworks, 
and  everything  they  wanted.  Under  this  BUI 
no  loan  was  asked  for;  and  the  people  were 
ready  to  put  their  hands  into  their  own  pockets 
to  do  the  necessary  works,  so  as  to  benefit  per- 
sons travelling  through  the  district.  Ho  would 
like  to  see  the  hononrable  member  for  Duncdin 
South,  the  honourable  member  for  Ponsonby, 
and  the  honourable  member  for  Greymouth 
arrive  at  Pukekohe  by  train  at  about  half-post 
SIX,  and  have  to  walk  through  the  town ;  and 
if  they  did  not  come  back  to  the  House  and 
say,  "  Pass  the  Bill  at  once — pass  it  through 
all  its  stages  at  a  single  sitting,"  ho  did 
not  understand  what  the  feelings  of  those 
gentlemen  could  be.  The  fact  was  that  those 
honourable  gentlemen  seemed  to  think  that 
this  place  was  a  suburb  close  to  a  large  city, 
whereas  it  was  thirty-one  miles  from  Auckland 
by  railway.  The  township  was  growing  fast, 
and  required  some  works  to  be  instituted  at 
once ;  and  the  Road  Board  there  had  such  a 
large  district  under  its  control  that  it  could 
not  attend  to  the  wants  of  the  borough.  The 
House  was  told  that  this  would  put  a  stop  to 
a  proper  system  of  local  government ;  but  ho 
would  like  to  ask,  who  was  it  that  assisted  in 
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doing  ftwaj  with  tho  syBtem  vrhioh  had  beon 
in  existence  ?  Who  slipped  into  the  Municipal 
Gorpontions  Act  a  clause  repealing  the  Town 
Dbtricts  Act,  so  that  even  the  Govenuuent  did 
not  know  that  that  Act  had  been  repealed 
until  the  23rd  December  last?  He  had  himself 
been  in  correspondence  with  the  Government 
on  this  matter,  and  on  that  date  he  received 
in  urgent  telegram  from  them  saying  that  be 
«as  to  consider  that  all  the  correspondence 
which  had  taken  place  was  withdrawn,  as  they 
had  just  found  a  clause  in  tho  Municipal 
Cotpoiations  Act  repealing  the  Town  Districts 
Act:  otherwise  they  would  have  supported  the 
application.  That  was  the  reason  why  this 
Bill' was  brought  in.  But  they  found  that, 
whenever  anything  was  brought  in  to  benefit 
the  people  and  do  good  to  the  country,  there 
were  cone  so  ready  to  rush  in  and  cry  out  about 
lodish  people  and  silly  people,  and  so  on,  as 
tiiose  who  lived  in  large  cities.  He  was  sorry 
(or  people  who  took  up  that  position,  because 
the  time  might  come  when  an  opportunity 
would  be  aSorded  to  people  in  tho  country  of 
opiessiDg  their  opinions  on  certain  other 
mttters.  He  felt  inclined  to  quote  an  old 
hble,  but  perhaps  ho  had  better  not,  ax  it 
might  compel  Mr.  Speaker  to  call  him  to  order. 
He  hoped  the  House  would  throw  aside  all  the 
little  special-pleadings  which  had  been  urged 
by  certain  honourable  members,  and  would 
allow  this  Bill  to  pass.  As  be  had  said  before, 
theva^ked  the  House  for  no  endowment  and 
for  no  loan.  The  land  was  of  such  value  that 
there  would  be  sufficient  money  raised  to  carry 
ont  in  a  proper  manner  all  the  works  that  were 
required. 

The  House  divided  on  the  question,  "  That 
the  word  '  now '  stand  stand  part  of  tho 
qacstion." 
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Amendment  negatived,  and  Bill  read  a  second 
Inie. 


GISBORNB  HARBOUR  BOARD  BILL. 

Mr.  GRAHAM  moved  the  second  reading  of 
this  Bill.  It  was  an  amending  Bill  that  did 
not  ask  for  fresh  borrowing  powers,  but  it  was 
rendered  necessary  through  certain  ambiguities 
in  the  wording  of  the  original  Act,  under  which 
the  Board  ha^  done  certain  things  that  they 
thought  they  were  perfectly  entitled  to  do,  but 
as  to  w^hich  doubts  had  since  arisen.  He  would 
briefly  go  through  the  several  clauses.  As  to 
clause  3,  when  the  poll  for  sanctioning  the 
harbour  loan  wa»  taken  the  plan  on  which  tho 
ratepayers  voted  was  the  plan  prepared  by  Sir 
John  Coode,  the  wording  of  the  original  Act 
being, — 

"  The  construction  of,  at  or  near  the  site  re- 
ported upon  by  Sir  John  Coode,  a  breakwater 
to  afford  refuge  and  accommodation  for  vessels 
of  large  tonnage,  and  to  reclaim  and  uso  such 
portions  of  the  foreshore  and  land  beneath  the 
sea  adjoining  the  harbour  as  may  be  necessary 
for  the  construction  of  such  works  and  for  pur- 
poses incidental  thereto." 

Thus,  Sir  John  Coode's  plan  was  put  before 
the  ratepayer!)  when  the  poll  was  taken ;  but 
afterwards,  when  the  loan  had  been  raised  and 
the  Board  had  funds  and  were  able  to  have 
fresh  surveys  made,  it  was  found  that  some  of 
the  information  which  had  been  supplied  to  Sir 
John  Coode,  and  on  which  he  had  based  his 
plans,  was  not  quite  correct,  and  therefore  the 
plan  adopted  had  boon  one  modified — to  not  a 
very  large  extent — from  that  of  Sir  John  Coode. 
There  had  consequently  been  some  doubt  as 
to  the  validity  of  the  poll,  owing  to  the  actual 
plan  adopted  not  being  before  the  ratepayers 
when  the  poll  was  taken.  The  plan  on  which 
the  work  was  now  proceeding  had  been  approved 
by  the  Government,  but  it  was  thought  to  ba 
desirable  to  reinovo  all  possibility  of  doubt  by 
this  proposed  formal  validation.  Clause  4  was 
to  validate  the  putting-aside  of  £2S,000  of  the 
loan  as  a  sinking  fund.  This  was  not  originally 
intended  when  the  Act  was  pa.sscd ;  but,  after 
the  loan  papern  had  been  sent  to  London,  the 
Board's  financial  agents — the  Union  Bank  of 
Australia — wired  out  that  it  would  assist  in 
the  success  of  tho  loan  very  materially  if 
this  were  done ;  and  the  Board  considered  it 
and  agreed  to  it.  Of  course  the  Board  thought 
at  the  time  that  it  had  full  power  to  do  so; 
but  in  this  case,  too,  doubts  had  since  been 
raised.  The  arrangement  hod  given  general 
satisfaction,  as  it  had  given  confidence  to  the 
lenders  of  tho  money,  tho  loan  being  floated  at 
a  very  good  price ;  and  the  sinking  fund  was 
now  invested  at  high  interest.  This  clause  4 
was  to  validate  what  had  been  done  in  that 
respect.  Clauses  5,  6,  7,  and  8  were  in  refer- 
ence to  the  construction  of  a  short  line  of 
railway  found  to  be  necessary  in  order  to 
get  stone  for  the  making  of  the  breakwater 
from  tho  beach — three  or  four  miles  distant. 
It  was  thought  at  flrst  that  the  Board  hod 
power  to  do  the  work  under  the  Public  Works 
Act;  but  on  applying  to  the  department  the 
Colonial  Secretary  hiid  advised  that  the  proper 
oom^e  was  to  get  authority  under  a  special  Act, 
and  the  recommendation  of  the  Govermnent 
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was  followed  in  these  clauses.  Clanses  9,  10, 
and  11  were  necessary  on  account  of  the  am- 
biguous wording  of  the  original  Act  as  to  the 
maximum  rating-power.  It  had  been  intended 
that  the  maximum  should  be  Id.  on  country 
property  and  2d.  on  town  property ;  but,  on 
account  of  the  ambiguous  wording  he  had  re- 
ferred to,  it  was  thought  desirable  to  make  the 
matter  quite  clear.  The  poll  had  been  takenon 
the  understanding  that  the  maximum  rating- 
power  was  Id.  and  2d.,  and  it  was  proposed  now 
to  clearly  declare  that.  Clauses  12  and  13  were 
to  give  extended  powers  to  the  Board  for  leasing 
a  part  of  their  endowments.  The  Board  hod  a 
very  large  block  of  land  called  the  Tauwhare- 
poroe  Block,  situated  in  a  rather  inaccesxible 
part  of  the  country,  and  the  land  and  its  posi- 
tion were  of  such  a  nature  that  it  was  diiKcult 
to  find  tenants  for  it  at  all  under  the  powers 
of  leasing  which  the  Board  now  had,  and  it 
was  thought  the  land  might  be  used  to  much 
greater  advantage  if  the  Board  were  given  the 
power  of  dealing  with  it  under  the  provisions  of 
the  general  Land  Act,  including  the  perpetual- 
leasing  clauses.  These  were  the  main  points 
of  the  Bill,  which  he  hoped  would  receive  the 
support  of  honourable  members ;  but,  if  there 
was  any  objection  to  particular  clauses,  he 
trusted  honourable  members  would  allow  the 
second  reading  to  be  passed,  and  raise  their 
objections  in  Committee.  The  Bill  was  very 
necessary  to  the  Board,  as  it  was  possible  that, 
without  it,  the  levying  of  a  rate  might  be  re- 
sisted ;  and  if  the  rate  could  not  bo  collected 
■  the  Board  would  not  be  in  a  position  to  pay 
their  interest,  and  therefore  there  would  be 
serious  difficulty  to  face.  He  trusted  the 
second  reading  would  now  bo  agreed  to,  and  ho 
would  be  prepared  to  meet  any  criticism  on 
points  of  detail  in  Committee,  The  Bill  was 
absolutely  necessary  in  order  that  the  Board 
might  have  the  means  to  meet  its  obligations 
in  the  payment  of  interest.  He  begged  to  move 
the  second  reading  of  the  Bill. 

Mr.  PEACOCK  did  not  rise  to  oppose  tho 
Bill,  as  he  thought  most  of  its  objects  men- 
tioned by  the  honourable  member  for  the  East 
Ooast  were  good  ones,  suoh  as  rectifying  pos- 
sible informalities,  with  respect  to  the  want 
of  plans  when  the  Oaxette  was  published,  the 
validation  of  the  setting-aside  of  a  portion  of 
the  loan  as  a  sinking  fund  in  the  interests  of 
the  bondholders,  and  the  using  of  a  portion  of 
the  loan  fund  for  the  purpose  of  making  a  rail- 
way to  get  the  stone  for  the  harbour  works. 
But  one  clause  bore  a  very  different  com- 
plexion, and  to  this  he  would  like  to  call  the 
attention  of  the  House.  The  last  part  of  clause 
4  read, — 

"And  whereas  the  Harbour  Board  has,  prior 
to  the  passing  of  'The  Harbours  Act  1878 
Amendment  Act,  1886,'  and  of  this  Act,  in- 
curred an  overdraft  at  the  bank  on  the  General 
Account :  Be  it  enacted  that  it  shall  be  lawful 
foe  the  Harbour  Board  to  advance  such  sum 
from  the  Loan  Account  as  shall  be  sufficient  to 
pay  off  such  overdraft,  provided  the  Harbour 
Boaid  shall  refund  one-tenth  part  of  such  sum 
to  the  Loan  Account  oat  of  the  general  revenne 
l£r.  Oraham 


of  the  Board  during  each  year  for  ten  years 
after  the  pwsing  of  this  Act :  Provided,  how- 
ever, that  the  premium  of  four  thousand  one 
hundred  and  seven  pounds  five  shillings,  or 
thereabouts,  incurred  by  the  Board  on  the  float- 
ing of  the  loan  shall  not  be  deemed  to  be  over- 
draft, or  port  thereof,  requiring  repayment." 

Tt  seemed  from  this  that  an  overdraft  to  aa 
indefinite  amount,  which  had  not  been  stated, 
had  been  incurred  at  tho  bank  on  General 
Account,  and  it  was  proposed  to  repay  it  in  the 
meantime  from  the  loan  fund :  that  was,  money 
borrowed  purely  for  the  harbour  works  was  to  be 
applied  to  paying  oS  this  overdraft  used  for  gene- 
ral purposes,  the  amount  to  be  recouped  to  the 
loan  fund  at  the  rate  of  one-tenth  a  year  for  ten 
years.  That  was  a  proposal  which,  he  thought, 
required  very  careful  looking  into,  because  it 
was  generally  held  to  be  most  undesirablo 
that  money  borrowed  expressly  for  one  purpose 
should  be  applied  to  another,  unless  there  were 
very  urgent  reasons  for  so  doing.  One  other 
point  he  would  call  attention  to  was  this.  In 
clause  6  it  was  stated, — 

"Provided  that  where  by  'The  Public  Works 
Act,  1882,'  or  any  Act  amending  the  samo, 
anything  is  required  to  bo  done  by  Proclama- 
tion or  notice  gazetted,  the  same  may  be  done 
by  the  BocLrd  by  notice  published  in  one  or 
more  newspapers  circulating  in  tho  harbour 
district." 

He  thought  it  a  wise  provision  that  notifi- 
cations required  under  the  Public  Works  Act 
should  be  published  in  the  Oazette,  to  be  mad« 
known  throughout  the  colony  to  more  people 
than  were  resident  within  a  small  district. 
This  was  a  point,  however,  which  could  bo 
rectified  in  Committee ;  but  he  hoped  the 
honourable  gentleman,  in  his  reply,  would  give 
some  explanation  of  the  proposal  to  take  money 
from  the  loan  fund  to  pay  an  overdraft  used 
for  general  purposes. 

Mr.  SAMUEL  said  the  honourable  gentle- 
man who  had  just  sat  down  had  drawn  atten- 
tion to  the  two  points  which  hod  struck  him 
him  as  being  objectionable  features — first,  the 
provision  for  repaying  overdraft  out  of  loan  ; 
and,  secondly,  the  alteration  of  the  existing  law 
to  dispense  with  the  necessity  of  advertising, 
and  also  with  the  necessity  of  obtaining  a  Pro- 
clamation by  the  Governor  in  Council.  But, 
of  course,  these  were  matters  which  might  be 
amended  in  Committee.  With  regard  to  the 
overdraft  there  was  something  misleading  in 
the  Bill.  It  recited,  "  And  whereas  the  Har- 
bour Board  has,  prior  to  the  passing  of  '  The 
Harbours  Act  1878  Amendment  Act,  1886,'  and 
of  this  Aot,  incurred  an  overdraft  at  the  bank 
on  General  Account,"  as  the  reason  for  this 
proposed  legislation.  But  the  Harbours  Act 
of  1886  made  no  alteration  in  the  then  existing 
law  as  to  the  power  of  Harbour  Boards  in  regard 
to  overdrafts.  Overdrawing  was  illegal  previous 
to  that  Act,  just  as  it  had  been  ever  since,  and 
the  Act  of  1886  only  imposed  a  penalty^  upon 
any  member  who  participated  in  such  an  illegal 
aot.  There  had  been  no  alteration  in  the  law 
as  to  the  illegality  of  an  overdraft  by  the  Act  of 
1866,  and  therefore  it  seemed  desirable  that 
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these  misleading  -words  should  he  taken  ont  of 
the  Bill.  As  to  legalising  the  repayment  of  the 
overdraft,  that  was  a  matter  upon  which  there 
could  he  very  little  doubt  as  to  what  the  House 
onght  to  do.  If  a  local  body,  acting  with  the 
best  intentions  on  behalf  of  the  people  whom 
it  represented,  incurred  an  overdraft  and  spent 
the  money  for  the  good  of  the  district,  the 
House  should  show  indulgence  and  allow  the 
money  to  be  paid  oS.  There  was  one  other 
feature  in  the  Bill  to  which  he  would  call 
attention,  and  he  felt  the  tpore  interest  in  this 
matter  because  the  Harbour  Board  which  had 
jurisdiction  over  the  district  he  represented 
had  recently  had  some  litigation  in  connec- 
tion with  a  similar  matter.  The  4th  clause 
said, — 

"  Whereas  the  Gisbome  Harbour  Board  has, 
in  pursuance  of  powers  vested  in  it  by  the 
principal  Act,  borrowed  two  hundred  thousand 
pounds  upon  debentures,  and  has  entered  into 
engagements  with  the  debenture-holders  that, 
in  order  to  better  secure  the  repayment  of  the 
sum  so  borrowed,  a  sum  of  twenty-five  thousand 
pounds  out  of  the  proceeds  of  the  said  loan 
should  be  set  aside  and  invested  as  a  sinking 
fund :  And  whereas  such  sum  has  been  set 
aside  and  invested,  aud  doubts  have  arisen  as 
to  whether  such  investment  could  be  lawfully 
made :  It  is  hereby  declared  that,  notwith- 
standing anything  contained  in  the  principal 
Act  or  'The  Harbours  Act,  1878,'  or  any 
amendment  thereof,  requiring  the  proceeds  of 
any  loan  to  be  expended  in  the  construction  of 
works  or  otherwise,  the  appropriation  to  sinking 
fund  hereinbefore  recited  is  hereby  validated  as 
if  authorised  and  sanctioned  by  the  principal 
Act,  and  the  interest  from  time  to  time  ac- 
cruing therefrom  may  be  lawfully  paid  into  the 
General  Account  of  the  Harbour  Board." 

Now,  it  was  very  important  that  the  House 
should  not  legislate  in  any  way  in  contravention 
of  the  agreement  made  by  a  Harbour  Board 
with  the  persons  who  had  lent  them  money,  and 
he  thought  that  the  House  should  have,  when 
it  went  into  Committee  upon  the  Bill,  a  copy 
of  the  agreement  which  had  been  made  with 
the  debenture-holders,  and  a  copy  of  the  in- 
structions which  were  issued  to  any  bank  which 
floated  the  loan,  in  order  that  there  might  be 
no  mistake  upon  the  point.  There  had  been 
very  expensive  litigation  in  connection  with  a 
matter  of  this  sort  by  the  Harbour  Board  of 
New  Plymouth,  and  he  should  like  to  prevent 
the  Gisbome  Board  being  drawn  into  a  similar 
difBculty.  With  regard  to  the  provision  that 
interest  on  the  £25,000  should  be  paid  into  the 
harbour  fund,  and  appropriated,  he  presumed, 
to  general  purposes,  that  was  distmctly  op- 
posed to  the  present  law.  The  Act  of  1886 
provided  very  clearly  that  interest  should  follow 
the  principal  fund ;  and,  if  the  £25,000  was  to 
be  paid  to  the  Sinking  Fund  Commissioners, 
then  the  accumulations  of  interest  must  also 
be  paid  to  the  Commissioners,  and  could  not 
be  appropriated  to  general  purposes.  If  this 
Boskrd  had  raised  its  loan  while  the  law  was  in 
that  condition  it  was  manifestly  inequitable 
that  the  tenns  on\rhioh  the  loan  was  raised 


should  be  varied,  especially  seeing  that  the 
debenture-holders  would  know  nothing  of  what 
it  was  proposed  to  do.  With  regard  to  setting 
aside  £25,000  for  the  purpose  of  forming  a  sink- 
ing fund,  that  seemed  to  be  scarcely  fair  to  the 
ratepayers,  who  assented  to  the  loan  upon  the 
distinct  understanding  that  the  £200,000  was  to 
be  spent  for  harbour  purposes,  not  that  £25,000 
was  to  be  spent  in  forming  a  sinking  fund.  But 
the  ratepayers  were  close  by,  they  knew  of  the 
provision  that  it  was  proposed  to  insert  in  the 
Bill,  and  if  they  did  not  object  he  did  not  see 
why  the  House  should  object  to  it  on  that 
ground.  But  the  debenture-holders  could  not 
take  any  steps  for  protecting  themselves,  not 
being  in  the  colony ;  and  it  was  the  duty  of  the 
House  to  protect  them.  Therefore  that  pro- 
vision, as  far  as  it  affected  them,  should  not  be 
consented  to  until  the  agreement  was  produced 
and  it  was  shown  that  they  would  not  be  pre- 
judicially affected. 

Mr.  FISH  said  that  the  points  which  had 
been  referred  to  by  the  last  speaker  were  those 
which  had  suggested  themselves  to  him  as 
being  most  objectionable.  The  introduction  of 
the  Bill  showed  one  thing  clearly— that  tlie 
Gisbome  Harbour  Board  had  recklessly  gone 
outside  their  powers  us  defined  by  the  Act  pre- 
viously passed,  and  the  House  was  now  aslced 
to  validate  illegal  action.  It  seemed  to  him 
that  if  the  House  passed  Acts  of  this  kind  it 
was  simply  encouraging  local  bodies  to  go  out- 
side of  their  powers — powers  which  would  never 
have  been  given  if  the  House  bad  thought  that 
they  would  be  used  as  they  hod  been  used.  It 
seemed  to  him  that  the  House  should  punish 
in  some  way — and  the  only  way  in  which  it 
could  punish  was  to  refuse  legislation  of  this 
kind — bodies  who  recklessly  or  carelessly  went 
beyond  the  powers  which  the  House  had  given 
into  their  hands.  It  would  appear,  from  the  3rd 
clause  of  the  Bill,  that  the  Board  had  not  com- 
plied with  the  former  Act  in  the  way  of  prepar- 
ing plans — surely  a  reckless  piece  of  neglect; 
and  now  the  House  was  asked  to  remedy  that. 
To  do  so  would  be  adopting  a  dangerous 
principle.  It  was  quite  possible  that  hod  the 
plans  been  published  as  provided  for  the  people 
would  have  objected  to  them.  He  understood, 
further,  that  the  Board  had  departed  from  the 
recommendations  of  Sir  John  Coode,  who  was 
employed  at  great  expense  to  give  tbem  plans 
of  the  work.  The  second  thing  which  the 
Board  had  done  was  evidently  illegal :  they 
had  made  some  private  arrangement  with  the 
bondholders,  outside  the  Act,  to  deposit  a 
certain  sum  of  money  —  £25,000  taken  from 
the  borrowed  money — to  form  a  sinking  fund 
as  additional  security  for  the  bondholders. 
Now,  the  Board  had  no  right  to  do  that ;  and, 
if  the  Board  had  agreed  with  the  bondholders 
to  exceed  their  powers  under  the  Act,  the  House 
had  no  right  to  consider  the  bondholders  for 
one  moment.  The  Board  and  the  bondholders 
should  not  be  lifted  out  of  an  illegal  position 
by  retrospective  legislation  to  be  passed  m  their 
favour.  The  House  could  not  be  too  careful  or 
insist  too  strongly  upon  local  bodies'  observing 
the  conditions  aud  terms  of  the  Act  imdeE 
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which  they  were  worluBg,  heoause,  if  illegal 
actions  were  loosely  or  recklessly  validated, 
tiien  local  bodies  would  be  found  willing  to 
accept  any  Act  they  could  get,  knowing  that 
they  could  simply  exceed  their  powers,  and 
then  ocmo  to  the  House  for  validation  of 
their  sins  of  omission  aud  commission.  If 
a  local  body  fell  into  an  error  owing  to  a 
misadventure,  then,  of  course,  it  was  reason- 
able to  validate  its  action.  That  was  a  very 
different  thing.  But  the  wrong  in  this  instance 
could  not  have  been  without  full  knowledge 
that  wrong  was  being  done.  They  should  have 
acted  under  legal  advice ;  and,  if  they  had  acted 
under  legal  advice,  and  still  hod  done  wrong, 
then,  as  frequently  happened,  they  had  been 
badly  advised.  The  honourable  gentleman  who 
had  spoken  last  said  that  there  could  be  no 
objection  to  the  latter  part  of  this  clause  i — 
that  was,  that  they  should  bo  allowed  to  take  a 
certain  sum  of  amount  cut  of  the  Loan  Account 
to  pay  o£E  an  overdraft  at  the  bank ;  and,  fur- 
ther, that  they  should  repay  the  money  to  the 
Loan  Account  in  periodical  payments.  If  the 
House  passed  that  clause  it  would  give  the 
Board  power  to  divert  the  £25,000  and  apply  it 
to  purposes  foreign  to  those  contemplated  by 
tlie  original  Bill.  It  was  all  very  well  for  the 
honourable  member  in  charge  of  the  BiU  to  say 
that  no  harm  could  come,  and  that  the  money 
would  be  paid  back  out  of  the  general  revenue 
of  the  Board  in  sums  of  so  much  a  year  for  ten 
years.  It  was  all  very  well  to  put  a  clause  of 
that  kind  in  the  Bill ;  but  what  guarantee  was 
there  that  such  money  would  be  paid  back  ? 
It  had  already  been  seen  that  the  Board  was 
regardless  of  the  law ;  and  how  could  the  House 
be  sure  that  it  would  not  break  this  provision 
as  it  hod  broken  others  which  were  not  agree- 
able to  it  ?  The  House  would  lose  all  control 
if  it  passed  a  Bill  of  this  kind,  and  tho  Board 
might,  at  its  own  sweet  will,  pay  the  money 
back  or  not.  He  did  not  believe  in  slipshod 
legislation  of  this  kind.  The  House  could  not 
bo  too  careful  how  it  passed  by  breaches  of  the 
law,  for  they  knew  that  local  bodies  were  too 
fond  of  breaking  laws  which  put  them  under 
proper  restrictions  as  to  expenditure.  If  mem- 
bers of  local  bodies  broke  the  law  they  should 
be  made  to  feel  tliat  they  were,  individually 
and  collectively,  liable  to  pay  for  their  mis- 
takes. That  was  tho  proper  system,  and  would 
impose  a.  salutary  check  upon  imprudent  and 
improper  expenditure.  There  was  another 
thing  which  the  Board  wanted,  and  which  ap- 
peared to  be  a  very  objectionable  thing.  The 
latter  part  of  clause  6  said, — 

"  Provided  that  where,  by  '  Tho  Public  Works 
Act,  1882,'  or  any  Act  amending  the  same, 
anything  is  required  to  be  done  by  Proclama- 
tion or  notice  gazetted,  the  same  may  be  done 
by  the  Board  by  notice  published  in  one  or 
more  newspapers  circulating  in  the  harbour 
strict." 

The  doings  of  the  Board  had  an  effect  far 
beyond  the  locality  in  which  the  works  were 
carried  on,  and  the  only  means  whereby  the 
public  generally,  to  a  greater  or  less  extent, 
could  have  notice  of  what  the  Board  was  doing 
Mr.  Fish 


was  by  requiring  notice  to  be  given  in  the 
OoMette.  Tho  notice  in  the  Qazette  should 
therefore  be  insisted  on,  and,  if  the  Bill  went 
into  Committee,  as  ho  had  no  doubt  it  would 
do,  he  should  move  to  have  that  portion  of  the 
clause  struck  out. 

An  Hon.  Hembeb. — Give  the  other  Bills  a 
chance. 

Mr.  FISH. — An  honourable  gentleman  said, 
"  Oive  the  other  Bills  a  chance."  His  opinion 
was  that  the  House  gave  too  great  facilities  for 
passing  Bills  of  this  character,  and  that  the 
sooner  honourable  gentlemen  looked  personally 
more  into  legislation  brought  before  tho  House 
by  private  members  the  better  it  would  bo  for 
the  country.  He  would  like  the  honourable 
gentleman  who  moved  the  second  reading, 
in  his  reply,  to  state  whether  the  enlarge- 
ment of  the  reserve  meant  the  acquisition  of 
any  further  lands  for  harbour  purposes.  He 
would  not  detain  the  House  further ;  but  he 
thought  it  was  necessary  to  make  the  few  re- 
marks he  had  made,  because  it  appeared  to 
him  that  they  were  askod  to  validate  wrongs 
on  tho  part  of  the  Qisbome  Harboar  Board 
which  they  ought  not  to  be  asked  to  validate, 
and  which  no  local  body  ought  to  have  com- 
mitted. 

Mr.  MILLS  said  that  members  of  tho  party 
to  which  he  belonged  hod  been  severely  criti- 
cized the  other  evening  by  the  honourable 
member  for  Dunedin  South  because,  after  it 
had  been  understood  that  they  intended  to 
oppose  these  Harbour  Bills,  and  had  voted 
against  the  VVanganui  Harbour  Bill,  they  after- 
wards had  passed  tho  measure  introduced  by 
the  honotirable  member  for  Napier.  He  now 
wished  to  explain  that  they  drew  a  distinction 
between  those  Bills.  Tliey  felt  very  strongly 
that  the  time  had  come  when  all  the  Loan 
Bills  for  harbour  purposes  should  be  sub- 
jected to  the  severest  scrutiny.  The  colony 
was  being  deluged  witli  these  Harbour  Board 
borrowing  Bills  and  Bills  for  the  creation 
of  new  harbours  in  all  directions;  and  he, 
at  all  events,  thought  tliat  the  time  bad 
come  when  the  Government  should  exercise 
some  supervision  over  them,  with  a  view  to 
placing  some  check  on  them.  The  time  was 
not  far  distant  when  the  House  would  have  to 
face  the  question  of  taking  over  a  great  many 
of  these  harboar  loans,  because  the  districts 
would  not  be  able  to  bear  the  very  great 
strain  upon  them  of  taxation  for  the  pur- 
pose of  paying  the  interest.  Having  that  in 
view,  the  House  should  be  very  jealous  of 
giving  any  further  borrowing  powers  to  har- 
bours already  in  existence,  and  also  for  the 
creation  of  new  harbours.  He  and  those  who 
were  acting  with  him  intended  to  criticize 
very  closely  any  scheme  which  came  before  the 
House  for  the  creation  of  new  harbours  and  for 
further  borrowing,  and  unless  a  very  strong  case 
were  presented  there  would  be  a  very  large 
vote  against  it.  This  Bill,  however,  did  not 
seem  to  come  within  that  category,  because  it 
appeared  to  he  a  Bill  for  the  purpose  of  amend- 
ing what  had  been  defective  in  the  previous 
Act,  and  also  of  validating  certain  acts  of  the 
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Gisbome  Haibonr  Boaid  which  had  been  ille- 
gally clone  under  some  misapprehension  of  the 
law.  There  was  no  provision  for  further  borrow- 
ing, and  the  Legislature  was  asked  to  confirm 
a  very  wise  provision  for  setting  apart  a  sum 
annuall}'  as  a  sinking  fund  for  the  repayment 
of  the  loans.  He  therefore  intended  to  sup- 
port the  second  reading  of  the  Bill,  but  no 
doubt  in  Committee  several  alterations  would 
be  made. 

Dr.  NEWMAN  did  not  know  which  honour- 
able member  of  the  Ministry  was  going  to  act 
as  Minister  of  Marine  during  the  recess  ;  but, 
whether  it  would  be  the  Premier  or  the  Minis- 
ter of  Education,  he  would  like  to  ask  him  if 
he  would  see,  during  the  recess,  that  the  Engi- 
neer-in-Chief  of  the  colony  went  to  Gisbome 
and  examined  the  whole  thing,  with  a  view  to 
report  upon  it  before  the  next  sitting  of  Par- 
liament. He  said  this  advisedly,  because, 
having  been  there,  and  having  taiken  a  con- 
siderable interest  in  the  harbour,  he  thought 
the  harbour  was  not  made  at  all  in  accordance 
with  the  plan  of  Sir  John  Coode,  and  it  was  a 
question  whether  it  would  not  be  advisable  to 
stop  the  harbour  works  half-way,  and,  instead  of 
going  on  with  the  expenditure  of  £200,000,  con- 
sider whether  it  would  not  be  better  to  expend 
£80,000,  and  stop  there.  The  expenditure  and 
liabilities  already  incurred  amounted  to  some 
£oO,0C0,  and  he  believed  they  were  pledged  to 
works  to  the  extent  of  another  £30,000,  and 
that  expenditure  must  take  the  work  to  such 
a  point  as  to  make  it  profitable.  This  Bill 
woH  a  very  striking  instance  of  the  slipshod 
way  in  which  the  House  allowed  Bills  to  go 
through.  What  had  happened  was  this:  In 
18a4  the  House,  with  very  little  thought,  al- 
lowed the  Bill  to  go  through.  On  the  report 
of  Sir  John  Coode  the  House  agreed  that  there 
should  be  a  wharf  run  out,  with  lattice-work 
below  in  order  that  the  travelling  sand  and 
shingle  should  run  through  it ;  but  the  now 
engineer  of  the  Board  had  shifted  tlie  point 
of  the  breakwater,  and  had  made  it  solid  in- 
stead of  being  of  lattice-work.  This,  he  (Dr. 
Newman)  believed,  was  a  great  mistake ;  and, 
instead  of  the  wall  being  a  long  way  away  from 
the  river,  it  was  at  the  mouth  of  the  river, 
and  the  consequence  would  be  that  the  silt 
would  come  down  in  large  masses,  get  mixed 
with  the  sand  which  the  wall  deposited  there, 
and  so  block  the  entrance.  The  House  should 
take  into  consideration  whether  the  expendi- 
ture on  this  harbour  should  go  on  or  not ;  and 
he  trusted  the  Minister  of  Marine  would  send 
some  one  to  look  after  it.  Begarding  the  Bill 
itself,  there  were  some  very  objectionable 
clauses  in  it.  For  instance,  clauses  10  and  11 
actually  gave  to  the  Harbour  Board,  a  purely 
irresponsible  body,  the  power  of  levying  double 
the  rate  it  had  before.  When  the  Bill  came  up 
three  years  ago  it  was  agreed  that  the  rating  of 
the  Borough  of  Gisbome  should  be  Id.  and  of 
the  country  district.'!  Jd.  That  was  agreed  to, 
and  on  that  agreement  the  inhabitants  of  the 
country  districts  voted  for  the  loan.  But  three 
years  had  only  just  gone,  and  the  Bill  was 
brought  in  again  and  double  ratipg-powers  were 


asked  for.  He  felt  certain  that  a  large  number 
of  the  people  who  had  voted  for  the  loan  would 
not  have  done  so  had  they  known  that  their 
properties  for  miles  around  were  to  be  taxed  to 
such  an  extent  a.s  was  now  proposed.  From 
letters  he  had  received,  and  from  other  infor- 
mation which  had  been  forwarded  to  him,  it 
seemed  to  him  to  be  a  very  grave  question 
indeed  whether,  if  the  whole  of  the  £200,000 
were  expended,  anything  like  the  floating 
palaces  of  the  U.S.S.  Company' could  go  along- 
side ;  and,  if  that  was  the  case,  the  £200,000 
might  be  absolutely  thrown  away,  but  the  un- 
fortunate district  would  be  taxed  for  the  next 
thirty  years  to  the  extent  of  £12,000  a  year, 
and  for  many  years  after  that  to  a  lesser 
extent,  and  all  for  nothing.  This  was  the 
result  of  allowing  second-  or  third-rate  engi- 
neers to  take  in  hand  theso  works:  and  he 
had  begun  to  believe  that  Sir  John  Coodo's 
visit  had  been  an  absolute  curse  to  the  colony. 
Everywhere  he  had  been  asked  to  give  his 
opinion,  as  an  engineer,  as  to  whetlier  certain 
works  could  be  constructed,  leaving  out  of  con- 
sideration the  question  whether  they  ought  to 
be  constructed.  No  doubt  works  could  be  con- 
structed almost  anywhere  in  the  wide  ocean ; 
and  the  result  of  his  opinions  had  been  that 
every  poor  little  district  had  been  encouraged 
to  believe  that  it  should  spend  unlimited  sums 
of  money.  Looking  at  the  Bill,  clause  4  seemed 
to  contain  one  of  those  old  childish  principles 
of  banking  which  he  should  have  thought  had 
been  exploded  in  the  lost  century.  In  Eng- 
land a  hundred  years  ago  if  the  Government 
borrowed  a  million  of  money  it  put  by  a  sink- 
ing fund.  But  that  had  long  been  considered 
absurd,  and  the  idea  was  annihilated  by  Dr. 
Hamilton,  and  since  then  no  Government  had 
thought  of  acting  upon  such  a  fallacy.  The 
Board  had  borrowed  £200,000,  and  actually  the 
first  thing  they  did  was  to  set  aside  £25,000 
which  they  were  never  to  spend  at  all.  Then, 
why  on  earth  did  they  borrow  it  ?  All  he 
could  say  was  that  the  Board  must  have  been 
misled  by  its  bankers  into  doing  so  childish 
a  thing.  It  would  have  been  far  better  to 
have  borrowed  only  £175,000  and  to  have  ex- 
pended it,  and,  if  they  must  have  a  sinking 
fund,  to  have  had  a  sinking  fund  of  1  or  IJ 
per  cent.,  and  then  the  debt  of  the  place  would 
have  been  less  by  £26,000  than  now.  Then, 
clause  12  of  the  new  Bill,  which  dealt  with  the 
power  of  leasing  the  endowments,  proposed  to 
give  power  to  lease  for  the  extravagantly  long 
period  of  sixty-five  years.  That,  he  thought, 
was  allowing  the  dead  hand  too  much  power. 
A  period  of  twenty-one  or  of  forty- two  years  at 
the  outside  ought  to  be  the  longest  period  for 
which  land  should  be  leased.  He  hoped  the  Bill 
would  be  very  seriously  amended  in  Committee, 
and  that  the  Minister  of  Marino  would  consent 
to  got  a  report  upon  the  harbour  works,  and 
lay  it  before  the  House,  so  that  the  House 
could  see  whether  the  money  hod  been  pro- 
perly applied,  and,  if  necessary,  when  another 
£80,000  had  been  expended,  the  colony  should 
step  in  and  refuse  power,  if  need  be,  to  waste 
a  further  sum  of  £125,000. 
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Mr.  FISHER  said  the  honourable  member 
for  Port  Chalmers  and  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Thorndon  had  dealt  solely  with  a 
point  'which  ought  to  have  been  discussed 
three  years  ago.  They  had  raised  the  question 
of  the  advisabloness  or  otherwise  of  proceed- 
ing with  this  work.  The  proper  time  to  have 
discussed  that  question  was  when  the  Bill  of 
1884  was  before  the  House,  and  he  submitted 
that  it  was  a  little  late  in  the  day  to  discuss 
it  now.  He  had  listened  with  great  interest 
to  the  speech  of  the  honourable  member  for 
Dunedin  South,  and  he  must  confess  that  it 
had  had  the  effect  of  convincing  him  that 
they  ought  to  pass  this  Bill.  What  did  the 
Bill  propose  to  do?  The  Board  proposed,  in 
answer  to  the  representations  of  the  bond- 
holders, he  assumed,  that  additional  rating- 
powers  should  be  taken  in  order  to  enable  it 
to  meet  the  interest  charge.  That  appeared 
to  him  a  reasonable  proposition,  and  one  the 
Board  had  every  right  to  make.  The  honour- 
able member  for  Thorndon  said  that  the 
work  itself  ought  not  to  be  allowed  to  proceed 
beyond  a  certain  point,  and  that  nothing  be- 
yond a  specified  sum  which  he  named  ought 
to  bo  expended.  If  that  contention  was  cor- 
rect, surely  the  honourable  gentleman  could 
have  no  objection  to  the  sum  oC  £25,000  being 
tied  up  in  the  way  proposed.  The  objec- 
tion to  the  principle  of  a  sinking  fund  bad 
nothing  to  do  with  tho  point.  There  was  the 
fact  that  the  Board  itself  proposed  to  set  aside 
for  a  specific  period  a  sum  of  £25,000. 

An  Hon.  Member. — It  has  done  so. 

Mr.  FISHER.— Well,  instead  of  being  blamed 
the  Board  ought  to  be  commended  for  tho 
course  it  had  adopted ;  for,  having  discovered 
that  certain  irregularities  and  informalities 
had  arisen,  they  spontaneously  and  volun- 
tarily came  to  the  House  and  asked  to  be  put 
in  a  legal  position — a  position  in  which  they 
oould  legitimately  meet  any  questions  such  as 
had  been  mentioned.  He  would  also  ask  if  this 
was  the  first  local  body  in  the  colony  which 
had  got  into  such  a  position.  Ho  had  a  vivid 
recollection  of  many  other  local  bodies  which 
had  perpetrated  irregularities  much  more 
serious  than  these,  and  it  had  devolved  upon 
the  House  to  pull  them  out  of  those  difficulties. 
It  appeared  to  him  that  the  Board  was  taking 
the  most  honest  and  businesslike  steps  to  get 
out  of  its  difficulties.  If  there  had  been  irregu- 
larities in  the  past,  the  blame  ought  not  to  be 
thrown  upon  the  shoulders  of  those  who  at  the 
present  moment  were  doing  their  best  to  get 
the  Board  out  of  its  trouble.  He  did  not  think 
much  more  need  be  said  as  to  the  Bill  itself. 
As  to  the  creation  of  a  very  large  overdraft, 
although  such  a  thing  was  by  no  means  un- 
common with  local  bodies,  he  was  prepared  to 
say  that  it  was  very  improper;  hue  the  Board 
appeared  to  him  to  have  done  the  best  thing 
any  body  of  men  could  do,  as  they  had  proposed 
to  liquidate  the  overdraft  as  soon  as  they  were 
able  to  do  so.  It  appeared  that  they  proposed 
to  pay  it  off  in  ten  years ;  and  they  asked  tho 
Legislature  to  make  provision  to  insure  that 
the  overdraft  should  in  due  course  be  paid  ofi. 
Dr.  Newman 


On  the  whole,  he  considered  the  Board  bad 
placed  before  the  Legislature  a  very  fair  mode 
for  the  payment  of  this  money,  and  also  for 
getting  out  of  its  difficulties. 

Mr.  PERCEVAL  said  that  when  this  Bill 
came  before  the  Local  Bills  Committee  it 
struck  him  and  other  members  of  the  Com- 
mittee that  it  was  a  very  fair  Bill,  and  one  that 
ought  to  be  agreed  to  by  the  House.  The  ob- 
jection raised  to  tho  plans  was  a  mere  technical 
objection.  There  was  some  slight  deviation, 
some  slight  inaccuracy,  in  the  plans,  but  it 
was  considered  by  tlie  Committee  of  a  trivial 
character.  He  did  not  at  all  agree  with  the 
remarks  made  with  reference  to  the  sinking 
fund.  It  appeared  to  him  to  bo  a  very  wise 
precaution  to  take  to  set  apart  £25,000  of 
the  original  loan  as  a  sinking  fund,  and  he 
thought  the  Board  were  to  be  commended  for 
it.  It  did  appear,  at  first  sight,  rather  serious 
to  permit  the  Board  to  pay  its  overdraft  out  of 
loan ;  but,  as  he  understood  the  matter,  this 
overdraft  was  incurred  in  connection  witli  the 
works.  There  were  certain  authorised  works, 
and  there  were  certain  works  which  had  to  bo 
done  in  connection  with  the  works  which  were 
not  strictly  authorised,  and,  as  he  understood 
the  matter,  this  overdraft  was  incurred  in  the 
construction  of  these  works.  The  proposal  to 
pay  off  the  overdraft  in  the  manner  contem- 
plated in  clause  i  was,  he  thought,  one  that 
the  House  should  not  take  exception  to. 
They  ought,  he  thought,  to  assist  local  bodies 
out  of  the  difficulties  which  they  had  got 
into  in  the  proper  exercise  of  their  functions. 
Clauses  10  and  11,  he  must  confess,  appeared  to 
him  to  be  rather  in  conflict  with  the  original 
Act,  because  the  original  Act  limited  the  rat- 
ing to  Id.,  and  it  appeared  to  him  somewhat 
pernicious  to  pass  an  Act  increasing  the  rate, 
which  had  been  restricted  by  the  original  Act. 
But  that  could  be  considered  more  carefully  in 
Committee.  There  were  several  inaccuracies 
in  the  Bill,  which  had  been  pointed  out  by  the 
honourable  member  for  New  Plymouth  and 
others,  and  these  could  also  be  amended  in 
Committee;  but  he  hoped  the  House  would 
pass  the  second  reading  of  this  measure,  be- 
cause he  thought  the  Harbour  Board  should  be 
assisted  out  of  its  difficulty. 

Mr.  W.  D.  STEWART  had  gone  through  the 
Bill  very  carefully,  and  could  corroborate  tlie 
remarks  of  the  last  speaker  very  fully.  This 
Board  did  not  come  before  the  House,  so  to 
speak,  to  validate  what  might  be  termed  a 
moral  wrong  or  an  improper  transaction.  It 
simply  came  to  the  House  in  order  to  get  over 
one  difficulty  raised  in  connection  with  the 
question  of  the  loan  and  overdraft.  Tho  other 
provisions  of  the  Bill  all  tended  in  the  direc- 
tion of  removing  what  might  be  termed  purely 
technical  difficulties — difficulties  which,  if  not 
removed,  would  harass  the  Board  very  mi;ich, 
and  tend  to  impair  its  efficiency  and  independ- 
ence. The  5th  section  was  considered  neces- 
sary. Apparently,  there  was  some  land  required 
for  properly  carrying  on  the  harbour  works, 
and  they  could  not  take  this  land  without  some 
legal  authority. 
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Mr.  TURNBULL  asked  why  there  waa  this 
power  to  enlarge  the  leasing  powers  of  the 
Board  as  to  its  endowment.  Gould  the 
honourable  gentleman  give  them  any  infor- 
mation on  that  point  ? 

Mr.  W.  D.  STEWiiRT  said  this  land  could 
not  be  profitably  leased  under  the  present 
powers.  It  was  found  from  the  peculiar  cha- 
racter of  the  land  that  it  was  necessary  to  en- 
large the  leasing-power,  in  order  to  be  able  to 
lease  the  land  to  something  like  fair  advantage. 
He  did  not  think  it  was  the  duty  of  the  House 
to  raise — he  would  not  say  frivolous  objections, 
but — objections  of  no  real  substance  in  connec- 
tion with  these  Bills,  so  long  as  the  parties 
locally  interested  had  not  agitated  against  the 
proposed  amendments  of  the  law.  He  should 
support  the  Bill,  which  was  a  desirable  and 
necessary  amendment  that  ought  to  receive 
the  sanction  of  the  House. 

Mr.  TURNBULL  wished  the  honourable 
gentleman  who  spoke  lost  would  be  more  dis- 
tinct in  telling  the  House  what  was  the  pecu- 
liarity that  rendered  it  necessary  that  the  lease 
of  so  large  a  block  of  land  should  be  for  sixty 
years.  It  could  be  easily  understood  that  in 
the  case  of  town  lands,  where  people  had  to  put 
expensive  buildings  on  their  leased  sections, 
long  leases  should  be  given ;  but  it  was  quite 
another  thing  to  give  a  lease  for  forty  thousand 
acres  of  land  for  sixty  years.  That  appeared  to 
him  to  be  a  very  fatal  objection.  He  would  not 
oppose  the  second  reading  of  the  Bill ;  but  in 
Committee  he  would  have  an  opportunity  of 
eliciting  further  information. 

Mr.  VALENTINE  said  that  when  this  mat- 
ter was  before  the  Local  Bills  Committee  the 
honourable  member  for  the  East  Coast  ex- 
plained that  it  would  be  necessary  for  any  one 
taking  up  this  land  to  expend  £2  or  £-3  an  acre 
on  it  before  he  could  receive  any  return. 

Mr.  TURNBULL.— Why  ? 

Mr.  VALENTINE  said  it  was  because  it  was 
necessary  to  clear  the  land,  lay  down  grass, 
fence  it,  and  so  forth,  the  cost  of  which  would 
be  £2  or  £8  an  acre ;  and  therefore  it  was 
necessary  to  give  a  long  lease  before  any  one 
would  take  it  up. 

Mr.  TAYLOR  had  not  intended  to  speak  on 
this  Bill,  and  would  not  have  risen  were  it  not 
for  the  remarks  of  the  honourable  member  for 
Port  Chalmers  and  the  honourable  member  for 
New  Plymouth.  He  thought  the  views  put  forth 
By  the  honourable  member  for  New  Plymouth 
and  indorsed  by  the  Minister  of  Education  were 
very  bad.  He  (Mr.  Taylor)  could  not  conceive 
of  a  more  immoral  proposition  than  this :  that  a 
local  body  should  be  allowed  to  borrow  money 
by  way  of  overdraft  without  the  authority  of 
law,  and  then  come  to  the  House  and  ask  it  to 
ratify  their  illegal  transaction.  He  must  enter 
his  protest  against  a  doctrine  of  that  kind.  It 
WM  simply  holding  out  an  inducement  to  these 

fcntlemcn  to  squander  the  rate|>ayer8'  money, 
ecause  they  were  only  in  the  position  for  twelve 
or  eighteen  months,  and  it  was  well  known  that 
some  members  of  these  Boards  expended  money 
for  their  own  or  their,  friends'  interest,  knowing 
quite  well  that  when  they  retired  from  office 

VOL.  LTt-a. 


they  ceased  to  have  any  responsibility,  anct 
they  then  came  down  to  Parliament  and  asked 
to  be  relieved  or  "  whitewashed  "  in  that  way. 
He  trusted  the  promoter  of  this  Bill  would,  in 
his  reply,  enter  fully  into  these  matters,  and 
indicate  to  the  House  the  exact  position  in 
which  the  Bill  stood,  because  unless  be  did  so 
he  (Mr.  Taylor)  should  have  to  vote  against  it. 
The  opening  remarks  of  the  honourable  gentle- 
man were  very  meagre,  and  he  trusted  that,  in 
his  reply,  he  would  enter  fully  into  these  mat- 
ters, so  that  honourable  members  might  have 
a  fair  case  before  them,  in  order  to  vote  intel« 
ligontly  in  the  matter.  He  did  not  wish  to 
delay  the  House  in  this  matter,  but  he  felt 
bound  to  protest  against  such  an  immoral 
proposition  as  that  quoted  by  the  honourable 
member  for  New  Plymouth  and  indorsed  by 
the  Minister  of  Education. 

Mr.  QRAHAM,  in  reply,  said  that,  with  re- 
gard to  this  reckless  extravagance  which  the 
Harbour  Board  was  accused  of,  he  might  men- 
tion that  at  the  time  there  were  two  lawyers 
on  the  Board,  and  the  Board  presumed  that 
those  gentlemen  would  have  seen  that  the 
Board  did  not  act  illegally.  As  to  this  setting- 
aside  of  the  sinking  fund,  he  thought  it  was 
the  best  thing  that  could  have  been  done» 
whether  that  setting-oside  was  illegal  or  not. 
The  money  was  there  ;  it  was  invested  ;  it  was 
not  as  many  expenditures  hod  been  in  some 
southern  districts,  where  money  hod  been  get 
and  squandered. 

An  Hon.  Meubeb. — In  Sydenham? 

Mr.  TAVLOB.— Oh,  no ;  I  object. 

Mr.  GRAHAM.— With  regard  to  the  borrow- 
ing of  money  from  the  bank,  it  occurred  in  this 
way:  When  the  Board  came  into  office  there 
was  an  overdraft  for  works  done  that  could  not 
be  carried  out  without  an  overdraft.  The  Audi- 
tor-General pointed  out  that  it  was  illegal  to 
have  an  overdraft ;  and  the  money  could  not  be 
obtained  without  levying  a  heavy  rate.  The 
Board,  however,  had  money  lying  at  the  bank  to 
special  account,  and  they  borrowed  from  this^ 
special  account,  the  repayment  of  which  it  was- 
proposed  to  spread  over  a  term.  It  was  not  a 
large  amount  that  was  borrowed — only  £.8,000 ; 
and  this  clause  in  the  Bill,  to  which  reference- 
had  been  made,  was  a  suggestion  of  the  Auditor- 
General  to  get  over  the  difficulty.  As  to  the 
remarks  that  were  made  about  tfie  works  that 
were  being  carried  out,  he  should  be  glad  if  the 
Engineer  were  sent  up  to  examine  the  works,, 
because  they  promised  to  be  more  success- 
ful than  any  m  New  Zealand.  He  believed 
that  it  would  not  only  be  found  that  the  work 
was  being  carried  out  in  a  highly -satisfac- 
tory manner,  but  that  the  plan  adopted  was- 
what  it  ought  to  be.  This  plan  had  the 
sanction  of  the  Government  Engineer,  and 
the  site  had  been  fixed  by  the  Government 
Engineer.  If  it  was  only  to  satisfy  the  coun- 
try and  the  House  that  the  money  was  bein^ 
properly  expended,  he  should  be  glad  if  the 
Engineer  went  up  there,  and  made  a  report  on 
the  whole  expenditure  of  the  Board.  He  was 
perfectly  satisfied  that  his  report  would  satisfy 
every  one.    As  to   the  rate,  the  hononiable 
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ICentleman  who  wag  in  charge  of  the  BUI  when 
it  was  passed  assured  the  Board  that  the 
intention  was  that  the  highest  leviable  rate 
should  be  Id.  in  the  country  and  2d.  in  the 
town ;  and  when  a  vote  was  taken  this  was 
dearly  put  before  the  ratepayers.  He  had  a 
printed  circular  to  show  that  it  was  so.  As  to 
the  land,  this  block  was  covered  with  scrub, 
bush,  &o.  It  was  a  long  way  from  the  coast. 
It  was  very  good  land,  but  would  require  an  ex- 
penditure upon  it  of  £1  or  £2  an  acre  before  it 
was  capable  of  producing  anything.  The  Board 
(ound  that  no  one  would  take  the  land  unless 
^ey  got  a  long  enough  lease  to  recoup  them 
for  improvements.  If  sixty  years  was  too  long 
a  term,  it  could  be  altered  in  Committee.  The 
Board  only  wanted  to  apply  the  provisions  of 
the  Land  Act  of  1885  to  this  land  as  far  as  the 
agricultural  portions  of  this  reserve  were  con- 
cerned,— whatever  the  land  regulations  of  the 
day  might  be.  He  hoped  the  House  would 
agree  to  the  second  reading  of  the  Bill. 
Bill  read  a  second  time. 

NEW  RIVER   HARBOUR   BOARD  IjOAN 
BILL. 

Mr.  FELDWICK  —  in  moving  the  second 
reading  of  the  New  Biver  Harbour  Board  Loan 
Bill — pointed  out  that  money  was  required  by 
the  Board  to  pay  oS  liabilities  that  had  been 
contracted  owing  to  various  circumstances,  and 
for  the  purpose  of  undertaking  further  im- 
provements of  the  harbour.  A  small  loan  had 
previously  been  obtained,  but  this  had  been 
spent  in  the  formation  of  a  half -tide  train- 
ing-wall. The  Board  had  also  incurred  debts 
in  defending  actions  that  had  been  brought 
against  them.  They  also  bought  a  dredge  at 
a  cost  of  £3,161,  the  object  being  to  avoid  the 
cause  of  further  actions ;  and  at  the  time  of 
obtaining  the  dredge  there  was  an  overdraft  at 
the  bank  of  the  sum  of  £2,090.  At  the  time  of 
making  the  overdraft  it  was  not  illegal  to  in- 
cur it.  Subsequently  Parliament  passed  "  The 
Harbours  Act  Amendment  Act,  1886,"  which 
prohibits  overdrafts,  but  had  given  no  facility  for 
the  repayment  of  overdrafts  which  then  existed. 
There  was  consequently  a  certain  amount  of 
indebtedness,  which  the  Board  were  anxious  to 
clear  ofE.  The  sum  asked  for  in  the  Bill  was 
only  £25,000,  EUid  it  was  believed  that  the  in- 
terest on  that  sum  would  be  easily  paid  out  of 
the  increased  trade  which  would  accrue  in 
consequence  of  the  improvements  to  the  har- 
bour. The  loan  was  proposed  to  be  expended 
in  payment  of  the  bank  overdraft,  in  the  pur- 
chase of  the  dredge  and  plant,  and  the  re- 
mainder in  dredging  the  channel  and  carrying 
out  improvements.  He  would  point  out  that  the 
proposed  works  were  not  bar  works.  He  might 
mention  that  any  deficiency  would  be  collect- 
able from  tho  Town  of  Invercargill  itself,  and 
no  new  district  was  included  in  the  old  district. 
He  had  received  from  the  Chairman  of  the 
Invercargill  Chamber  of  Commerce  the  follow- 
ing resolution  of  that  body  on  the  subject: — 

"  Resolved,  That  this  Chamber  respectfully 
urge  the  New  Biver  Harbour  Board  not  to  dis- 
continue the  use  of  the  dredge  in  improving 
Mr,  Qraham 


the  approach  to  the  jetty  and  the  berth  there, 
feeling  confident  that  the  interests  of  the  mer- 
cantile community  are  bound  up  with  the  suo- 
cessful  prosecution  of  the  work.  That  the 
members  for  this  district  be  requested  to  use 
their  influence  in  having  the  Bill  for  legalis- 
ing the  expenditure  in  improving  the  harbour 
pushed  on  as  soon  as  possible." 

He  would  add  that  the  proposed  loan  waa 
not  to  be  raised  without  the  usual  vote  of  the 
ratepayers  being  token ;  and,  as  a  matter  of 
fact,  there  was  a  probability  of  no  rate  being 
required  at  all,  and  the  interest  would  be  very 
sniall.  He  moved  the  second  reading  of  the 
Bill. 

Mr.  ALLEN  was  sorry  to  oppose  the  second 
reading  of  the  Bill,  but  he  felt  it  his  duty ;  also 
that  it  was  the  duty  of  the  House  to  oppose  the 
measure.  What  were  the  facts  in  regani  to  it  ? 
Some  had  already  been  put  before  them  by  the 
honourable  gentleman  in  charge  of  the  Bill. 
He  would   recapitulate    them   from  his  owD 

gsint  of  view.  The  Harbour  Board  and  City 
ouncil  were  one  body  dealing  with  harboat 
matters.  As  he  understood  the  position,  they 
had  already  exceeded  their  expenditure,  out  of 
the  small  loan  they  were  authorised  to  raise,  by 
£2,500,  and  that  amount  stood  now  as  an  over- 
draft at  the  bank.  They  had  not  only  done 
that,  but  they  had,  without  authority  and 
illegally,  entered  into  the  purchase  of  a  dredge 
for  £3,150 ;  so  that,  altogether,  there  had  been 
illegal  expenditure  of  something  like  £5,650. 
An  Hon.  Membeb. — No. 
Mr.  ALLEN. — At  any  rate,  it  was  possible 
that  the  £2,500  was  not  absolutely  illegal ;  it 
was  spent  under  the  loan  Act.  This  question, 
however,  seemed  to  him  to  divide  itself  into  two. 
Were  they  going  to  take  any  notice  of  this 
Qlegal  expenditure?  And  were  they  to  allow 
people  to  plunge  themselves  into  difficulties  in 
order  that  they  might  carry  out  works  on  bor- 
rowed money  that  were  not  essential  and  that 
were  not  necessary? — and  he  thought  he  could 
show  that  these  works  were  neither  essential 
nor  necessary.  Within  eighteen  miles  of  this 
place  there  was  a  good  harbour — the  BluS — and 
the  BluS  was  connected  by  railway  with  Inver- 
cargill, and  there  could  be  no  earthly  necessity 
for  having  a  harbour  here  when  they  wore  con- 
nected with  such  a  good  one  by  railway  within 
such  easy  distance.  The  overdraft  had  been 
incurred  in  building  the  half-tide  wall,  which, 
he  was  informed,  was  of  no  use.  The  whole 
object  of  these  works  was  to  enable  them 
to  enter  into  competition  with  the  railway  in 
order  to  get  cheaper  freights.  In  regard  to 
these  new  harbour  works,  he  thought  they  must 
insist  that,  unless  there  was  an  absolute  neces- 
sity established  for  them,  no  more  money 
should  be  allowed  the  Boards.  He  was  pre- 
pared to  take  that  view  and  say  that,  in  the 
mterests  of  the  people  concerned  and  in  the 
interests  of  the  colony,  they  must  put  their 
foot  down  and  put  a  stop  to  this  kind  of  bor- 
rowing. 

Mr.  COWAN  hoped  that  the  House  would 
agree  to  the  passing  of  this  Bill.  With  regard 
to  the  overdraft  that  had  been  contracted,  he 
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explained  tbat  the  Board  bad  been  compelled  to 
incnr  expenses  in  defending  actions  that  had 
been  brought  against  it.  The  last  speaker  said 
this  expenditure  had  been  illegal ;  but  that  could 
scarcely  be  so,  as  the  Borough  Council  of  Inver- 
cargill  was  also  the  Kew  River  Harbour  Board. 
The  necessity  for  the  Bill  did  not  arise  till  the 
Auditor- General  objected  to  those  payments 
coming  out  of  the  General  Account.  The 
new  dredge  had  been  paid  for  out  of  the 
general  funds  of  the  municipality,  and  that 
was  another  reason  why  this  Bill  was  intro- 
duced. The  lawsuits  were  caused  owing  to  the 
insufficiency  of  the  water  to  float  the  vessels 
that  came  to  the  wharf.  The  expenditure  had 
been  forced  on  the  municipality,  and  he 
thought  the  least  Parliament  could  do  was  to 
enable  the  municipality  to  comply  with  the 
requirements  of  the  Auditor-General  in  regard 
to  the  payments  which  had  been  made.  In 
regard  to  the  proposed  further  improvements, 
for  which  £19,000  was  wanted,  Parliament  had 
the  control  of  this  matter  in  its  own  hands. 
He  would  ask  the  House  to  look  at  the  matter 
from  a  fair  point  of  view,  and  give  the  people 
of  Invercargill  what  they  asked  for. 
Mr.  VALENTINE  was  not  altogether  sur- 

Erised  at  the  remarks  which  fell  from  the 
ODOurable  member  for  Dunedin  East,  because 
honourable  members  were  well  aware  that 
Dnnedin  had  got  all  the  advantages  which 
Invercargill  was  now  seeking  to  obtain.  They 
had  got  a  channel  now  from  Port  Chalmers  up 
to  Dnnedin,  where  those  handsome  steamers 
of  the  Union  Steam-shipping  Company  could 
go  up  and  lie  alongside  the  wharf ;  and  the 
day  might  come,  if  they  permitted  this  Har- 
bour Board  loan  to  be  floated,  when  Invercar- 
gill would  also  have  these  steamers  at  the 
wharf.  The  honourable  member  for  Dunedin 
East  said  they  would  be  competing  with  the 
railways.  The  fact  was,  the  railways  should 
not  have  been  constructed,  as  they  were,  along 
the  coasts.  Any  harbour  works  of  this  descrip- 
tion must  necessarily  compete  with  the  railway. 
He  did  not  believe  the  honourable  member  for 
Dunedin  East  would  have  made  the  remarks  he 
had  made  if  such  a  thing  as  a  loan  for  the 
making  of  the  channel  to  Dunedin  were  likely 
to  come  before  the  House.  The  honourable 
gentleman  knew  very  well  that  there  was  no 
likelihood  that  he  would  have  to  support  such  a 
measure,  and  therefore  he  now  came  forward 
as  the  champion  of  economy. 

Mr.  PEBCEVAL  felt  bound  to  oppose  this 
Bill  on  principle.  The  measure  might  be  a 
very  good  one  or  it  might  not  —  be  had  no 
knowledge  on  that  point,  but  he  quite  agreed 
with  the  remarks  which  fell  from  the  honour- 
able member  for  Port  Chalmers  when  the 
House  was  dealing  with  a  previous  Bill.  He 
(Mr.  Perceval)  thought  the  time  had  come  when 
some  limit  must  be  put  to  the  borrowing  powers 
of  the  Harbour  Boards.  This  was  a  Bill  which 
•  sought  to  givo  additional  borrowing  powers  to  a 
Harbour  Board.  It  was  said  that  the  general 
tests  which  were  applied  in  the  Harbour  Board 
Acts  were  a  security  against  money  being  in- 
jodiciously  expended.    Those  tests  were  a  poll 


of  the  ratepayers  and  expert  evidence  to  the 
satisfaction  of  the  Marine  Department.  In 
his  opinion  these  were  two  very  unsatisfactory 
tests.  Experience  showed  that  the  temptation 
of  having  money  locally  expended  was  so  great 
as  to  blind  the  judgment  of  those  who  were 
called  upon  to  give  a  vote.  He  ventured  to 
say  that,  if  a  loan  were  proposed  in  almost 
any  district,  and  for  any  work,  a  majority  of 
votes  could  be  got  in  favour  of  the  work ; 
so  that  he  thought  that  test  was  in  no  sense 
a  fair  test  as  to  the  necessity  for  the  work. 
Then,  with  regard  to  the  expert  evidence, 
honourable  members  knew  perfectly  well  that, 
if  one  engineer  reported  that  a  work  could  be 
done  in  a  particular  way,  and  that  the  work 
was  necessary,  it  was  easy  to  get  evidence  con- 
trary to  that  opinion.  It  was  quite  a  common 
thing  to  see  expert  evidence  divided  in  that 
way.  He  contended,  therefore,  tbat  the  tests 
as  to  the  necessity  for  harbour  works  were  un- 
satisfactory. What  he  thought  ought  to  be 
done  was  to  constitute  a  Commission  to  make 
inquiries  as  the  necessity  for  these  harbour 
works.  If  they  had  a  standing  Commission  to 
refer  these  matters  to  there  might  be  some 
check  upon  injudicious  expenditure  of  money. 
The  repeated  borrowing  for  local  works  had  be- 
come a  very  serious  question  indeed.  To  his 
mind  it  was  almost  a  more  serious  question 
than  the  increase  of  the  public  debt.  The 
growth  of  local  indebtedness  in  this  colony 
was  really  becoming  quite  alarming;  and  he 
thought  the  House  should  endeavour  to  check 
borrowing  under  the  present  Bill  and  similar 
ones.  He  felt  some  disinclination  to  oppose 
the  Bill,  because  it  might  be  sacrificing  it  to  a 
principle.  The  work  might  be  a  useful  one — 
honourable  members  had  not  sufficient  evi- 
dence of  that ;  and  he  thought  the  House 
should  reject  all  such  measures  as  the  present 
Bill. 

Mr.  MONK  wished  particularly  to  allude 
first  to  what  he  considered  the  rather  brusque 
manner  in  which  the  honourable  member  for 
Dunedin  East  had  been  treated.  Instead  of 
feeling  gratified  at  the  manifestation  of  peni- 
tence on  the  part  of  young  New  Zealand  fox 
the  wasteful  extravagance  that  had  been  going 
on  for  years  past,  several  honourable  gentle- 
men had  "  sat  upon "  him.  The  honourable 
member  for  Dunedin  East  was  not  responsible 
for  that  wasteful  expenditure,  but  he  was  one 
who  would  have  to  suffer  for  it.  With  regard  to 
the  measure  itself — on  principle  he  (Mr.  Monk) 
was  againsc  all  these  borrowing  Bills,  and  would 
impress  upon  all  who  would  need  him  the  de- 
sirability of  opposing  every  one  that  might 
come  before  the  House.  The  introducer  of  this 
Bill  complained  that  the  rabbits  had  destroyed 
the  vegetation  upon  a  peninsula  of  sand,  and 
that  the  sand,  being  thus  exposed  to  strong 
winds,  was  carried  into  the  river,  reducing  its 
depth.  There  was  a  peculiar  kind  of  grass 
which  grew  very  well  upon  sand,  and  if  this 
gross  were  tried  upon  the  refractory  mole  at 
New  Biver  the  experiment  might  result  in  a 
great  benefit,  as  it  might  also  to  other  parts 
of  the  country  where   the  encroachment  of 


Digitized  by 


Google 


Bible-reading  in 


[HOUSE.]  Schools  Bill. 


[Nov.  26 


drifting  sand  was  a  matter  of  serious  losn.  He, 
along  with  others,  thought  that  the  very  large 
expenditure  which  had  been  made  on  artifi- 
cial harboars  was  a  very  unfortunate  thing 
for  the  colony.  In  the  course  of  two  or  three 
years — it  might  be  after  the  next  election — 
there  might  be  a  combination  of  these  various 
Harbour  Boards  to  bring  pressure  upon  the 
House  to  take  over  the  indebtedness  of  the 
Boards.  Of  course,  the  borrowing  of  money 
with  the  intention  of  ultimately  obtaining 
relief  in  this  way  was  immoral,  and  was  con- 
ducive to  recklessness  in  borrowing  and  waste- 
fulness in  expenditure.  It  was  quite  pos- 
sible that  in  this  instance  there  might  be 
nothing  of  this  kind  actually  contemplated. 
But  be  (Mr.  Monk)  knew  that  such  a  mode  of 
obtaining  relief  was  considered  probable  by 
some  of  these  borrowers;  and,  when  the  ripe 
time  should  come,  was  there  any  of  these  bur- 
dened bodies  that  would  not  co-operate  to,  if 
possible,  shunt  their  liabilities  into  the  national 
debt  of  the  colony  ? 

Mr.  WARD  said  the  honourable  member  for 
Thomdon  had  stated  a  few  evenings  ago  tliat  it 
was  the  intention  of  a  portion  of  the  Young  New 
Zealand  party  to  oppose  harbour  loans.  Three 
members  of  that  party  had,  one  after  another, 
risen  and  opposed  the  present  measure,  and  not 
on  the  merits  of  the  Bill.  He  thought  that  was 
a  very  improper  thing  to  do.  This  Bill  was  a 
matter  of  very  considerable  importance  to  the 
Town  of  Invoicargill.  The  object  of  the  mea- 
sure was  partly  to  wipe  off  an  overdraft  which 
had  been  incurred  by  the  Harbour  Board.  He 
was  surprised  at  the  honourable  member  for 
Duncdin  East  opposing  the  measure  as  he  had 
done.  He  (Mr.  Ward)  was  aware  of  this  fact : 
That  there  were  some  residents  of  Bunedin 
who  thought  that  the  Invercargill  of  the  future 
was  going  to  eclipse  Dunedin,  and  probably  the 
honourable  gentleman,  in  his  attitude  towards 
this  Bill,  was  actuated  by  a  desire  to  prevent 
that  coming  about.  Whatever  was  the  fate  of 
this  Bill,  he  asked  the  House  not  to  offer  a 
wholesale  opposition  to  any  Bills,  but  to  deal 
with  every  Bill  on  its  merits.  Those  honour- 
able members  who  were  opposing  this  measure 
in  so  flippant  a  manner  should  seriously  reflect 
upon  the  unwise  course  they  were  adopting, 
and  have  a  proper  regard  for  the  responsi- 
bilities of  their  position  in  the  House.  He 
desired  to  cuter  his  protest  against  honourable 
members  combining  to  oppose  any  measure 
irrespective  of  its  contents. 

The  hour  of  half-past  five  o'clock  having  ar- 
rived, Mr.  Sfeakeb  left  the  chair. 

HOUSE  RESUMED. 

Mr.  Speakeb  resumed  the  chair  at  half-past 
seven  o'clock. 

BIBLE-EEADING  IN  SCHOOLS  BILL. 

Mr.  FULTON.— Mr.  Speaker,  this  is  not  the 
first  occasion  that  I  have  had  the  honour  and 
the  privilege  of  addressing  the  House  upon  this 
matter.  I  would  that  the  task  had  fallen  into 
better  bands,  and  that  a  tongue  much  more 
eloquent  than  mine  should  speak  and  set  before 
Mr.  Monk 


this  House  the  claims  which  that  Book  which 
we  seek  to  get  reintroduced  into  the  schools 
has  upon  this  House  and  the  colony.  The 
Premier  this  afternoon  plainly  intimated  to 
us  that  this  probably  would  be  at  any  rate  ona 
of  the  last  private  members'  days,  and  appealed 
to  us  to  consider  one  another,  and  to  forbear, 
as  far  as  possible,  from  lengthening  debates,  so 
as  to  give  each  of  those  who  have  Bills  on  the 
Order  Paper  an  opportunity  of  bringing  his  Bill 
before  the  House.  I  shall  be  the  first  to  seek, 
by  the  brevity  of  my  remarks,  to  give  others 
such  an  opportunity :  not  because  the  subject 
is  not  one  that  might  be  dilated  upon  at  great 
length,  not  because  it  is  one  upon  which  I  feel 
but  lightly,  but  because  of  the  reason  I  have 
stated,  that  there  is  other  business,  and  I 
should  like  others  to  have  the  same  opportunity 
that  I  have  at  the  present  moment  to  bring 
matters  before  the  House.  When  I  say  this,  I 
hope  that  on  the  present  occasion  we  shall  not 
be  met,  as  we  have  been  met  in  the  past,  by  a 
motion  of  "  the  previous  question,"  but  that  we 
shall  meet  this  subject  fairly  and  squarely,  and 
that  the  results — and  I  have  great  hopes  that 
the  result  will  be  in  favour  of  what  I  am  pro- 
posing— ^may  be  known  distinctly  by  the  House 
and  the  country.  In  1877,  when  this  Bill  was 
first  introduced,  the  proposition  was  made  by 
Mr.  Bowen,  then  Minister  of  Education,  that 
the  school-day  should  commence  by  the  read- 
ing of  the  Lord's  Prayer  and  of  certain  portions 
of  Scripture.  I  regret  to  say  that  that  was  not 
carried ;  and  the  country,  or,  at  any  rate,  a  very 
large  number  of  persons  in  the  country,  have 
ever  since  been  regretting  it,  and  have  beea 
making  their  regrets  known  by  the  petitions 
which  they  have  been  continually  presenting 
from  that  time  to  this,  and  have,  through  some 
of  their  representatives  coming  to  this  House, 
spoken  out  upon  this  subject.  That  is  suffi- 
cient testimony  of  the  demand  of  our  fellow- 
colonists,  especially  of  those  who  are  parents 
of  children  attending  the  schools.  There  has 
been  one  objection  raised  in  regard  to  this  Bill, 
but  I  do  not  know  that  it  is  one  that  I  shall 
have  to  meet.  Still,  it  has  been  objected  by 
some  persons  who  support  the  Bill  that  we 
do  not  go  far  enough,  that  we  do  not  ask  as 
much  as  we  should  seek  for.  They  say  that 
the  bare  reading  of  a  few  verses  of  Scripture 
by  some  scholars  in  the  school-hours  will  not 
do  much  good,  and  that  we  should  attempt  to 
gain  something  much  more  than  that.  WoU, 
speaking  for  myself  and,  I  am  sure,  for  many 
others,  we  should  like  to  see  something  more 
than  this ;  but,  still,  we  shall  be  glad  to  get 
this  modicum  of  justice,  and  see  this  ignominy 
which  has  been  cast  upon  that  book  we  revere, 
and  which,  I  trust,  a  vast  majority  of  the  people 
of  this  country  revere,  token  off  from  it  —  in 
fact,  that  it  shall  be  tciken  out  of  the  category 
which  it  now  occupies  as  being  almost  the  only 
book  that  is  not  permitted  to  be  read  in  the 
public  schools.  The  Bill  which  I  have  before 
me  is  perhaps  not  exactly  the  same  as  we  have 
sought  to  introduce  in  other  sessions;  bat, 
takmg  counsel  together,  and  seeing  the  temper 
of  the  House  on  many  occasions  in  regard  to 
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this  matter,  we  thought  it  wotild  he  well  if  it 
-were  fiamed  in  the  ^ape  in  which  I  present  it 
to  the  Hoose,—  namely, — 
**  ,  .  .  to  diieot  that  a  portion  of  the  Bible 
shall  be  read  aloud  by  the  scholars  ereiy  morn- 
ing at  the  opening  of  the  school.  Suoh  reading 
shall  not  exceed  twenty  minutes,  and  no  child 
shall  he  compelled  to  attend  such  reading  if 
the  parent  or  guardian  of  such  child  shall,  in 
writing,  inform  the  Committee  or  teacher  that 
he  objects  to  such  attendance." 

Why  do  we  ask  that  this  book  should  be  re- 
introduced into  our  public  schools  7  The  State 
has  taken  upon  itself  the  education  of  our 
yonng.  To  a  large  extent  it  has  taken  it  out 
of  the  hands  of  private  individuals :  and  I  say 
that  not  only  is  public  conscience  offended  by 
the  taking  of  this  book  out  of  our  schools  and 
making  it  a  forbidden  book,  but,  seeing  that 
the  State  proposes  not  only  to  teach  the 
children  some  things,  but  really  to  educate 
them,  it  behoves  the  State  to  fulfil  its  duties 
in  this  respect  fully  and  not  in  a  partial  man- 
ner. None  of  us  will  say  that  a  human  being 
is  composed  only  of  intellect.  We  have  gone 
the  length  of  seeking,  besides  training  the 
intellect  of  the  young,  to  train  their  bodies, 
And  we  have  claims  made  that  physical  edu- 
cation should  be  properly  attended  to,  that  our 
schools  should  be  properly  ventilated,  that 
there  should  be  suitable  playgrounds,  and 
that  every  step  should  be  taken  so  that  the 
young  may  have  sound  minds  in  sound  bodies ; 
but  there  is  one  thing  which  to  a  large  extent 
we  neglect,  and  that  is  their  moral  teaching. 
Again,  why  do  we  ask  for  this  book  ?  We  re- 
present the  feelings  and  wishes  of  a  very  large 
number  of  the  people  of  New  Zealand.  In 
addition  to  the  petitions  which  have  come  up 
from  time  to  time  to  this  House  in  large  num- 
bers and  representing  an  enormous  number  of 
the  population  of  New  Zealand,  we  have  this 
session  had  presented  forty-two  petitions,  with 
names  attached  to  them  numbering  14,860 
persons,  and  that  not  from  one  district  only 
but  from  almost  every  district  in  the  colony ; 
not  from  one  denomination  only,  bnt  from 
nearly  every  denomination  in  the  colony. 
Amongst  them  we  had  one  from  the  Presby- 
terian Synod  of  Otago  and  Southland  ;  another 
from  the  Synod  at  Nelson,  signed  by  the  Ang- 
lican Bishop  there.  These  people  are  almost 
losing  heart.  They  have  come  to  this  House 
80  often  that  they  begin  almost  to  despair; 
but,  feeling  that  a  supreme  effort  must  be 
made  in  the  cause  of  what  they  believe  to  be 
righteousness,  they  have,  during  the  election, 
— and  I  am  glad  of  it — made  their  voices  so 
heard  that  a  very  large  number  of  members 
here  have  pledged  themselves  to  support  such 
a  measure  as  that  which  I  have  introduced. 
We  desire  to  give  these  persons  an  opportunity 
of  speaking  out  the  voice  of  the  country  here, 
and  letting  all  know  why  they  have  this  belief. 
That  I  should  occupy  the  time  of  the  House 
seems  to  me  ungracious  and  improper.  I  have 
many  a  time  before  now,  as  the  older  members 
of  the  House  know,  spoken  on  this  subject, 
and  therefore,  if  others  are  anxious  to  speak 


upon  it,  I  will  give  them  the  opportunity.  By- 
and-by  I  shall  have  an  opportunity  of  replying 
to  any  objections  that  may  be  raised.  And 
now  let  me  ask,  has  this  system  worked  well 
elsewhere  ?  Speaking  of  the  part  of  the  coun- 
try from  which  I  come,  I  can  aver  with  safety 
that  no  religions  difficulty  ever  existed  in 
Otago  under  the  system  of  education  intro- 
duced there  by  the  Provincial  Government. 
Then  not  only  was  Bible-reading  practised  but 
religious  teaching  was  given  in  the  schools; 
and  I  have  never  heard  that  any  substan- 
tial objection  was  made  to  it.  What  objections 
have  been  reused  in  other  places,  where  there 
are  a  far  larger  number  of  children  attending 
the  schools  than  we  pretend  to  teach  ?  What 
objection  has  been  raised  under  the  London 
School  Board  ?  What  has  been  the  withdrawal 
from  the  London  schools  on  account  of  the  re- 
ligious difSculty  ?  One  in  4,000.  And  are  we 
to  be  one  of  the  places  in  the  world  which 
object  to  give  this  blessing — for  I  con  ockll  it 
nothing  but  a  blessing — to  oar  children  ?  Has 
not  the  system  been  followed  with  success  in 
America  ?  Does  it  not  exist  in  Prussia  ?  and 
even  in  France  is  not  religious  teaching  given 
in  a  large  number  of  schools  ?  In  fact,  almost 
everywhere  throughout  the  civilised  world  this 
system  obtains ;  and  are  we  here  to  be  so  narrow- 
minded  that  we  cannot,  for  fear  of  a  difficulty, 
which  we  only  imagine,  and  which  when  the 
matter  is  put  in  practice  disappears,  face  this 
question,  because  in  some  few  parts  of  the 
country  some  religious  difficulties  may  have 
occured  ?  What  are  some  of  the  objections  7 
First,  it  is  contended  that  it  is  not  the  business 
of  the  State.  Why,  then,  does  the  State  take 
upon  itself  to  educate  our  young  7  Does  it 
educate  them  only  with  the  idea  of  preparing 
them  for  material  advancement  in  the  world  7 
Is  it  only  to  enable  them  to  progress  in  regard 
to  their  means  and  their  property  7  Is  it  not 
that  their  whole  nature  should  be  educated? 
Is  it  better  that  we  should  have  an  intellectntJ 
population  or  that  we  should  have  an  upright, 
ri^teous,  manly,  honourable,  and  Christian 
population  7  When  the  State  takes  upon 
itself  to  educate  our  young  it  takes  upon  itself 
a  solid  duty,  but  it  fails  in  a  large  part  of  that 
duty  when  it  does  not  undertake  to  teach  the 
moral  being  of  the  young.  The  State  has  re- 
cognised its  duty  by  taking  children  from  de- 
graded parents  and  placing  them  in  reforma- 
tories and  ordering  that  each  child  shall  be 
brought  up  in  the  faith  of  its  parents.  It  does 
not  except  the  religious  question  there,  but 
gives  sach  instruction  as  shall  insure  that  the 
child  is  properly  brought  up.  Then,  why,  with 
regard  to  our  State  schools,  should  we  have 
this  difficulty  at  all  7  Then,  another  objection 
is  made  that  it  may  bring  discord  into  the 
schools,  and  make  distinctions  which  do  not  at 
present  exist.  I  have  really  answered  that 
objection  already,  by  showing  how  little  such 
a  difficulty  has  obtained  in  schools  such  as 
the  Board  schools  of  London  and  Birmingham, 
and  where  there  are  other  large  gatherings  of 
children.  The  Bishop  of  Dunedin,  recently 
speaking  on  this  subject,  said  that  he  had  been 
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saperintendent  of  about  a  thousand  ohildren  in 
Bchoola,  and  not  one  single  withdrawal  within 
his  knowledge  had  been  made  on  account  of  the 
zeligious  difficulty.    And  why  not,  then,  meet 
this  difficulty  in  a  manly,  straightforward  way? 
Are  we  not  to   listen  to  the   demands  maide 
by  a  large  part  of  the  Christian  population  of 
Kew  Zealand,  who  demand  this  seriously  and 
earnestly,  who  wish  their  ohildren  to  grow  up 
with  a  proper   moral    training,   and  a  moral 
training  upon  a  basis  which  they  believe  to  be 
the  only  true  and  good  one  ?     Shall  we  say 
that,  because,  forsooth,  some  of  the  teachers 
may  have  conscientious  scruples,  because  they 
may  be  free-thinkers  and  would  not  like   to 
do  it — shall  we   say  that  that  is  an   objec- 
tion?    I  have   always  thought  that  a  free- 
thinker was   one  willing  to   give   liberty  of 
conscience  to  all.    At  any  rate,  they  pretend 
to  do  80 ;   but,  while  they  agree  with  every- 
thing else,  they  will  not  give  us  liberty  in  this. 
Then,  another  very  large  question  is  said  to  be 
involved  in  this  proposal,  that  it  is  the  intro- 
duction of  the  beginning  of  denominationalism 
in  our  schools.    Well,  for  eight  years  I  have 
stood    up  in   this  House  and  supported  this 
measure,   and   for   eight   years  I   have   said 
that   I  deprecate   any  such  thing;    and,  for 
my  part,  I  would  do  all  I  could  to  prevent  de- 
nominationalism being  introduced.    But  I  will 
tell  honourable  gentlemen  what  they  are  doing 
if  they  still  continue  to  oppose  even  this  slight 
modicum  of  justice  to  the  people.    They  will 
drive  those  who,  in  the  past,  have  been  strong 
supporters  of  our  education  system,  and  who 
have  striven  to  keep  it  free  from  all  sectarian 
difficulties  and   denominationalism — you   will 
drive  them  to  combine  their  forces,  and  make 
them  feel  compelled,  as  our  late  eminent  friend 
Mr.  Macandrew  told  us  he  felt  he  was  com- 
pelled, to   support   denominationalism  as  the 
only  possible  way  to   secure  religious  teach- 
ing in  our  schools.    We  are  told  that  the  ad- 
vocates of  Bible-reading  in  the  public  schools 
will  burst  up  our  educational  system ;    but  I 
say,  with  the  deepest  conviction  of  my  heart, 
that  those  who  oppose  Bible-reading  in  schools 
are  doing  what  they  can  to  bring  our  system 
down  in  ruins,  because  they  will  not  yield  an 
inch.      As  I  said  before,  I  should  have  been 
glad  had  the  initiative  in  this   matter  been 
tiUcen  by  one  with  greater  eloquence,  or  that  I 
had  a  tongue  more  eloquent  and  more  per- 
suasive ;  but  I  can  say  from  my  heart  that  I 
yield  to  no  one  in  this  House  in  my  earnestness, 
at  any  rate,  to  see  this  matter  carried  out;  and 
if  our  earnest  persuasions,  the  petitions  pre- 
sented to  the  House,  and  demands  of  a  large 
number  of  our  people  cannot  have  weight  with 
those  here  who  represent  them,  then  I  feel  that 
a  voice  as  eloquent  even  as  the  voice  of  an  angel 
from  Heaven  would  fail  to  induce  the  House 
to  give  us  what  we  demand.    I  hope  and  trust 
that  on  the   present  occasion  we   shall  see 
not  only  a  large  number  following  us  into  the 
lobby  on  this   matter,   but   I    do    trust  and 
believe  that  honourable  members,  having  had 
this  matter  brought  prominently  before  them 
during  the  late  elections,  will  so  crowd  into 
Mr.  Fulton 


that  lobby  that  the  second  reading  of  this  BiU 
will  be  carried. 

Dr.  HODGKINSON.— I  support  the  second 
reading  of  this  Bill,  though  I  do  not  intend  to 
speak  at  any  great  length,  knowing  full  well 
that  I  have  not  those  gifts  of  oratory  which 
would  warrant  me  in  so  doing.     We  are  now 
engaged  in  a  great  work,  and  I  appeal  to  the 
younger  members  of  this  House,   the   Young 
New  Zealand  party,   to  remove   the  reproach 
under  which  the  colony  has  laboured  for  the 
past  ten  years.    I  was  in  the  House  ten  years 
ago  when  the  present  Education  Act  was  in- 
troduced by  the  then  Minister  of  Justice,  and 
when  introduced  there  was  a  clause  in  it  which 
provided  that  theschools  shoald  be  opened  every 
morning  with  prayer  and  the  reading  of  a  por- 
tion of  Scripture.    Unhappily  that  clause  was 
struck  out,  and  ever  since  then  a  large  portion 
of  the  best  part  of  the  people  of  Kew  Zealand 
have  sufFered  what  they  consider  a  great  griev- 
ance.   They  have  felt  that  the  colony  has  been 
under  a  great  stigma — in  fact,  that  a  great 
national    sin   has   been  committed,  and  that 
we  should  use   all   our  efforts   to   remove  it. 
Now,   I   myself   have    presented  a   petition, 
signed  by  no  less  than  sixteen  hundred  women 
of    Southland,  in  favour  of   the  introduction 
of    the   Bible  into   the  schools.     In  speaking 
on  this  question  I  wish  to  base  my  arguments 
chiefly  on  two  foundations.     In  the  first  in- 
stance, I  say  we  must  recognise  that  it  is 
the  duty  of   the   State  in  all   its  important 
functions   to  make   recognition  of    its    duty 
to   and   its  dependence    apon   the  Almighty. 
This  duty  has  been  recognised  throughout  Hi 
Christendom  up  to  the  present  time.    Even  we 
ourselves  recognise   it  every  day  on  meeting 
here,  by  offering  prayer :  that  is  a  public  recog- 
nition by  the  State.    Now,  I  ask,  what  more 
important  function  of  the  State  can  there  be 
than  that  it  has  undertaken  in  our  common- 
school  system?    This  system  has  been  intro- 
duced for  the  purpose  of  bringing  up  our  young 
people  to  be  good  citizens  and  subjects — able  to 
discharge  their  duties  to  the  State,  to  them- 
selves, and  to  each  other.    Now,  this  is  one  o{ 
the  most  serious  undertakings  that  any  State  can 
commit  itself  to,  and  in  that  especially  we  are 
bound  to  invoke  the  blessing  of  Ood,  by  causing 
the  children  to  read  or  to  have  read  to  them 
the  revelation  which   we  have  received  from 
God,  and  which,  I  am  thankful  to  say,  we  do 
still  recognise  as  the  revelation  of  God,  notwith- 
standing the  progress  of  what  is  erroneously 
termed  "  free-thought,"  but  which  ought  to  be 
called  false  thought.    That  is  one  strong  reason 
for  the  introduction  of  the  Sacred  Scriptures 
into  our  public  schools,  that  it  would  be  a 
full  recognition  of  our  duty  to  and  our  depend- 
ence on  God.    Another  reason  is  that,  having 
undertaken  to  instruct  our  children  so  as  to 
become  good  citizens  and  subjects,  it  is  abso- 
lutely necessary  to  educate  the  whole  nature  of 
the  child,  not  merely  his  intellectual  faculties 
but  his  moral  faculties  and  his  religious  senti- 
ments.    A  mere  sharpening  of  the  intellectual 
faculties  only  will  have  very  little  effect,  and 
that  alone  may  indeed  have   a  mischievous 
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efieot  lather  than  a  good  one.  A  very  great 
Englishman — Oliver  Cromwell — when  address- 
ing Parliament  on  the  reformation  of  manners 
and  morals,  spoke  to  this  effect : — 

"  Make  it  a  shame  to  see  men  bold  in  sin  and 
profaneness,  and  God  will  bless  you.  You  will 
be  a  blessing  to  the  nation,  and,  by  this,  will 
be  more  repairer  of  breaches  than  anything  in 
the  world.  Truly  these  things  do  respect  the 
souls  of  men  and  the  spirits,  which  are  the 
men.  The  mind  is  the  man.  If  that  be  kept 
pure  a  man  signifies  somewhat ;  if  not,  I  would 
very  fain  see  what  difference  there  is  betwixt 
man  and  a  beast.  He  hath  only  some  activity 
to  do  some  more  mischief." 

Now,  that  is  what  you  are  doing  in  the  pre- 
sent school  system:  you  just  sharpen  up  the 
intellectual  faculties  of  the  child,  and  disregard 
entirely  the  moral  and  religious  parts  of  his 
nature.  In  this  yon  are  not  fulfilling  the  pur- 
pose yon  profess  to  take  in  hEuid.  Moreover, 
yon  are  casting  the  greatest  slight  it  is  possible 
to  cast  upon  the  Sacred  Scriptures,  which  we 
still  hold  to  be  a  Divine  revelation,  and  there- 
by, in  the  most  open  manner,  you  set  yourselves 
in  open  rebellion  against  the  Almighty.  We 
are,  in  fact,  saying,  "  Who  is  the  Lord,  that  we 
should  regard  Him  ?  Depart  from  us ;  we  desire 
not  to  acknowledge  Thy  ways."  Now,  any  one 
with  common-sense  can  see — and  it  is  vain  to 
attempt  to  disguise  it — that  we  have,  by  ex- 
eludinig  the  Sacred  Scriptures  from  our  schools, 
put  ourselves  in  open  rebellion.  Some  of  the 
strongest  reasons  why  we  should  admit  the 
Sacred  Scriptures  to  our  schools  are  these : 
They  would  teach  the  young  their  moral  and 
leligioas  duties,  and  educate  their  moral  facul- 
ties :  then,  the  Bible  is  a  great  historical  work, 
and  contains  the  oldest  and  most  authentic 
history  in  the  world  :  then,  it  is  also  a  literary 
work  of  the  very  highest  merit,  surpassing  in 
that  respect  all  other  books  in  the  world :  then, 
also,  it  is  a  noble  example  of  the  power  of  the 
English  language,  surpassing  all  other  books 
in  that  respect.  Then,  again,  it  may  be  well 
contended,  as  it  has  been  by  the  honourable 
member  for  the  Taieri,  that  we  should  intro- 
duce the  Bible  into  our  schools  as  a  matter  of 
humanity.  It  is  well  known  that  there  are 
a  number  of  children  attending  our  common 
schools  who  are,  unfortunately,  worse  than 
orphans,  and  unless  they  receive  religious 
teaching  in  the  public  schools  they  will  never 
receive  it  anywhere.  That  alone  is  one  of  the 
strongest  arguments  —  the  argument  on  the 
score  of  humanity  :  if  wo  introduced  the  Bible 
into  the  schools  for  no  other  reason  we  should 
introduce  it  for  the  sake  of  these  poor  children 
alone.  Another  strong  argument  in  favour  of 
this  Bill  has  been  used  by  the  honourable 
member  for  the  Taieri :  that,  unless  you  do 
introduce  the  Bible  into  the  common  schools, 
yon  will  doom  your  education  system.  I  am 
tnlly  oonvinced  that  the  system  will  not  subsist 
seven  ^ears  longer  in  its  present  form  unless 
what  18  now  proposed  is  done.  I  have  the 
strongest  possible  objection  to  denominational- 
ism  in  tho  schools;  but,  if  I  live  ten  years 
kmgar,    I   will   vote   for    denominationalism 


rather  than  that  the  colony  should  remain 
under  the  stigma  which  it  now  is  under.  I 
do  not  feel  warranted  in  trespassing  further 
on  the  patience  of  the  House,  having  expressed 
my  convictions  in  as  strong  a  way  as  I  can ;  and 
I  will  leave  the  matter  now  to  other  honourable 
members,  who  are  no  doubt  anxious  to  speak 
and  adduce  further  arguments  in  support  of  the 
Bill.  I  might,  before  sitting  down,  quote,  in 
support  of  the  position  I  have  taken  up — that 
if  we  profess  to  traiii  up  our  children  to  be  good 
citizens  and  subjects  wo  cannot  do  that  apart 
from  religion,  and  also  that  the  training  of  the 
moral  faculties  should  be  based  on  religious 
teaching,  and  that  without  religious  teaching  a 
high  moral  sense  cannot  exist — I  will  quote,  I 
say,  in  support  of  that,  one  whose  utterances 
are  always  heard  with  respect.  The  great  Gene- 
ral Washington,  in  his  last  farewell  address 
to  his  countrymen  —  an  address  which  has 
always  been  cherished  by  that  country  with  the 
greatest  respect — warns  and  counsels  his  fellow- 
countrymen  in  these  words : — 

"  Of  all  the  dispositions  and  habits  which  lead 
to  political  prosperity,  religion  and  morality 
are  indispensable  supports.  In  vain  would 
that  man  claim  the  tribute  of  patriotism  who 
should  labour  to  subvert  those  great  pillars  of 
human  happiness,  these  firmest  props  of  the 
duties  of  men  and  citizens.  The  mere  politi- 
cian equally  with  the  pious  man  ought  to 
respect  and  cherish  them.  A  volume  could  not 
trace  all  their  connections  with  private  and 
public  felicity.  .  .  And  let  us  with  caution 
indulge  the  supposition  that  morality  can  be 
maintained  without  religion.  Whatever  may 
be  conceded  to  the  influence  of  refined  edu- 
cation on  minds  of  peculiar  structure,  reason 
and  experience  both  forbid  us  to  expect  that 
national  morality  can  prevail  in  exclusion  of 
religious  principle." 

This  is  part  of  that  valuable  legacy  left  to  the 
American  people  by  the  father  of  his  country ; 
and  let  us  also  profit  by  it. 

Mr.  B.  H.  J.  BEEVES.— I  do  not  know 
whether  I  am  going  to  oppose  this  Bill,  and  I 
am  not  certain  that  I  am  going  to  support  it. 
I  am  on  the  horns  of  a  dilemma,  and  I  should 
like  to  hear  a  few  more  of  the  arguments  on 
both  sides  before  I  make  up  my  mind.  At  pre- 
sent, however,  I  fail  to  see  the  necessity  for  the 
Bill.  There  is  already,  if  I  mistake  not,  power 
resting  in  the  School  Committees  to  have  the 
Bible  read  if  they  choose. 

An  Hon.  Member. — No. 

Mr.  R.H.J.  BEEVES.— I  say  Yes.  The  local 
Committees  have  the  power,  if  they  choose  to 
exercise  it,  to  appoint  a  certain  time  for  Bible- 
reading  in  schools  after  school-hours  or  before 
school-hours.  I  know  for  a  fact,  as  the  honour- 
able member  for  the  Taieri  mentioned  just  now, 
that  the  Episcopalians  and  other  denomina- 
tions have  tried  to  take  advantage  of  that  pro- 
vision. I  know  that  in  Nelson  some  time  ago 
they  were  in  a  great  state  of  mind  about  Bible- 
reading,  and  it  is  a  positive  fact  that  six  months 
ago,  at  a  meeting  of  the  School  Committee,  it 
was  carried  by  the  casting-vote  of  the  Chairman 
that  the  Bible  should  be  read  in  school   for 
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twenty  minutes  before  the  ordinary  time  for 
sohool  assembling,  and  that  the  repiesentatives 
of  the  different  denominationB  were  to  attend 
there,  and  read  the  Bible  in  the  school.  I 
•do  not  know  whether  that  has  proved  very 
satisfactory  or  not.  In  the  first  place,  I 
do  not  think  tho  clergymen  were  prepared  to 
attend ;  and,  secondly,  I  do  not  believe  that 
the  attendance  of  the  children  was  sufficient 
to  warrant  the  experiment  being  continued. 
Then,  in  the  Township  of  Kichmond,  in  Nel- 
son, it  was  tried  there.  The  School  Commit- 
tee decided  that  the  Bible  should  be  read  in 
the  schools.  There  was  sufficient  enthusiasm 
there  for  the  attempt  to  be  properly  made; 
and  what  was  tho  result?  That  after  a  month 
the  attendance  of  the  children  to  hear  the  Bible 
read  had  dwindled  down  to  one  boy  or  a  girl — 
I  forget  which.  Under  these  circumstances, 
as  the  Scliocl  Committees  have  tho  power  to 
allow  the  reading  of  the  Bible  at  certain  times, 
I  cannot  see  that  there  is  any  necessity  for  the 
Bill.  I  have  no  doubt  the  honourable  member 
for  the  Taieri  is  thoroughly  sincere  in  his  wish 
to  have  Bible-reading  in  schools  carried  out, 
and  I  believe  the  honourable  gentleman  who 
has  just  sat  down  is  also  sincere,  and  no  doubt 
there  are  many  other  honourable  members  who 
are  equally  sincere ;  but,  for  the  reasons  I  have 
fiven,  I  do  not  see  that  there  is  the  slightest 
necessity  for  tho  Bill,  inasmuch  as  the  Com- 
mittees already  have  the  power  of  allowing  the 
Bible  to  be  read.  That  is  my  difficulty  in  con- 
nection with  this  Bill. 

Mr.  GOLDIE. — I  rise  to  oppose  the  second 
reading  of  this  Bill,  and  I  can  put  forward  this 
claim,  as  showing  that  I  am  in  earnest  in  wish- 
ing the  young  to  have  a  knowledge  of  the 
Bible :  that  for  the  last  twenty-three  years  I 
have  been  actively  engaged  in  instructing  the 
young.  I  suppose  there  has  been  scarcely  a 
Sunday  during  the  whole  of  that  period  when 
I  have  not  been  engaged  in  the  work  of  in- 
structing the  young  in  connection  with  biblical 
teaching.  But,  though  I  have  been  and  am 
engaged  in  that  work,  I  still  think  that  it  would 
be  a  great  mistake  for  us  to  force  the  Bible 
into  the  public  schools  in  this  way.  In  the 
first  place,  it  has  been  said  this  evening  that  it 
is  the  duty  of  the  State  in  the  State  school  to 
instruct  the  children  in  religious  knowledge  as 
well  as  in  other  knowledge ;  but  I  think  that  is 
A  great  mistake.  I  believe  that  the  proper  place 
for  the  children  of  the  country  to  be  taught 
religious  knowledge  is  in  the  Sunday-school  or 
the  home,  by  the  ministers  of  the  various  de- 
nominations or  by  the  parents.  Yet,  unfor- 
tunately, the  fa,ct  seems  to  be  this :  that  to  a 
Tery  large  extent  the  parents  themselves,  as 
well  as  the  ministers  of  religion,  are  only  too 
anxious  to  have  tho  children  taught  by  proxy, 
they  themselves  altogether  neglecting  their 
duty.  The  parents  and  the  clergymen  have 
resting  upon  them  primarily  a  duty  in  this 
matter  ;  and  it  is  because  they  do  not  perform 
this  duty,  do  not  care  to  do  this  duty,  that  this 
appeal  is  made  to  the  House  for  Bible-reading 
in  schools.  Now,  I  do  not  think  that  it  is  the 
duty  of  the  State  to  do  this  thing  at  all,  and  I 
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think  that  it  would  be  a  mistake  for  the  State 
to  relieve  of  this  duty  the  persons  who  should 
undertake  it.  The  honourable  member  for  the 
Taieri  has  told  us  that  the  Government  recog- 
nises that  it  is  the  duty  of  the  State  to  impaxt 
religious  education  because  religious  teacaing 
is,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  given  to  the  children 
who  are  in  the  industrial  schools.  I  am  aware 
that  the  children  in  those  schools  are  taught  in 
religious  matters ;  but  that  is  altogether  a  dif- 
ferent thing.  As  far  as  the  ordinary  public 
day-schools  are  concerned  the  children  only 
attend  them  about  five  hours  a  day.  Surely 
that  is  little  enough  time  for  them,  to  devote 
to  the  acquirement  of  ordinary  knowledge. 
Before  that  time  commences  and  after  it  is 
over  there  is  opportunity  for  giving  them  reli- 
gious instruction.  But,  as  to  the  industrial 
schools,  the  children  are  there  during  each  day 
in  every  week  for  the  period  during  which  they 
are  maintained  at  these  schools.  They  must 
be  taught  in  the  schools  or  not  at  all.  But  even 
there,  I  would  point  out,  tho  religious  instruction 
is  not  imparted  by  the  ordinary  paid  teachers : 
the  various  ministers  of  religion  go  to  the  schools 
and  impart  the  religious  instruction.  I  cannot 
understand  how  the  religious  teaching  could 
othorwiso  be  given.  The  children  in  those  in- 
stitutions come  of  parents  of  various  religions, 
and  tho  children  have  to  be  brought  up  in  the 
religion  of  their  parents,  ajid  I  do  not  see  how 
the  Government  teachers  could  give  instruction 
to  all  the  children.  Therefore  it  is  that  the 
ministers  of  the  various  Churches  go  to  those 
institutions  to  impart  religious  instruction. 
One  of  the  chief  objections  to  this  Bill  is  the 
diSerent  religious  belief  of  the  teachers  in 
our  public  schools.  They  belong  to  different 
denominations.  Some  of  them  are  Catholics, 
and,  from  what  I  understand  of  the  teach- 
ings of  that  Church,  I  believe  that  it  is  con- 
sidered unwise  by  those  in  authority  that 
their  people  should  read  the  Bible.  A  good 
number  of  our  teachers  are  Bomon  Catholics ; 
and  are  we  to  ask  them  to  conduct  the 
reading  of  a  book  which  they  may  not  con- 
sider themselves  justified  in  reading?  I  do 
not  think  we  should  be  justified  in  asking 
our  Roman  Catholic  teachers  to  conduct  the 
reading  of  a  book  when  the  Church  objects  to 
their  having  the  book  in  their  hands.  On  the 
other  hand,  I  do  not  know  that  it  would  be 
wise,  in  the  interests  of  religious  education,  to 
have  Bible-reading  under  these  circumstances. 
I  feel  satisfied  myself  that  this  is  but  the  in- 
troduction of  the  thin  end  of  the  wedge  of 
denominationalism.  I  know  that  a  clergyman 
of  the  Church  of  England  residing  in  Auck- 
land has  made  no  secret  of  it  that  in  his 
opinion  it  would  be,  and  that  he  would  be 
anxious  to  drivo  the  wedge  home  as  soon  as  he 
oould.  I  feel  certain  that,  once  wo  introduce 
this  into  the  schools,  tho  present  national  sys- 
tem will  be  destroyed.  I  do  not  think  that  the 
teachers  are  the  right  persons  to  impart  reli- 
gious instruction.  I  remember  hearing  of  a  case 
in  which  a  teacher,  after  conducting  the  read- 
ing of  the  Word,  remarked  to  the  pupils,  "  Yes, 
it  would  be  all  very  well  if  it  were  true."    If  w« 
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had  te^^hera  condncting  Bible-reading  finish- 
ing up  the  lesson  in  that  way,  I  think  it  would 
hoidly  bo  disputed  that  the  result  of  such  teach- 
ing would  be  to  do  more  harm  than  good.  Nor 
do  I  think  that  the  school  is  the  right  place.  If 
we  take  children  out  of  the  playground  and  put 
the  Bible  in  their  hands  just  as  an  ordinary 
lesson-book,  we  shall,  I  am  afraid,  lessen  their 
respect  for  the  Word  itself,  and  in  that  way 
do  them  more  harm  than  good.  If  in  the 
Sunday-school,  on  the  Sunday,  a  day  round 
which  there  cling  associations  favourable  to 
the  work,  it  is  not  always  easy  to  secure  due 
respect,  how  much  more  difficult  will  it  be  to 
inculcate  respect  when  the  Bible  is  read  as 
an  ordinary  task-book  I  Then,  it  must  be  borne 
in  mind  that  the  children  attending  our  schools 
ore  of  many  difierent  creeds.  For  instance, 
there  are  a  number  of  Hebrew  children  in 
attendance,  who,  from  the  teachings  in  which 
they  have  been  brought  up,  only  believe  in  the 
writings  contained  in  the  Old  Testament.  Are 
we  justified  in  compelling  these  children  to 
read  the  Bible — perhaps  selections  taken  from 
the  New  Testament,  in  which  they  do  not 
believe  ?  Of  course  it  is  said  that  there  would 
be  a  conscience -clans^.  But  if  that  be  the 
case  the  children  need  not  go  to  the  school  at 
all  for  religious  instruction.  The  children  for 
whom  this  reading  is  required  might  have  it 
before  they  go  to  school.  Surely  the  achool- 
hoois  are  quite  short  enough  at  the  present 
time.  It  is  an  easy  matter,  where  there  is  any 
real  desire  to  give  children  religious  teaching, 
to  do  it  earlier  in  the  day  or  later  in  the  even- 
ing. It  is  not  because  the  children  do  not  de- 
sire religious  instruction  or  ore  not  willing  to 
receive  it — the  great  difficulty  is  to  get  laymen 
or  ministers  who  will  take  the  trouble  or  make 
the  opportunity  to  impart  the  instruction.  I 
know  that  in  Auckland  the  Women's  Christian 
Union  have  tried  to  take  this  work  up;  and 
they  find  that  the  children  ore  quite  ready 
and  eager  to  read  the  Word,  but  that  the 
great  difficulty  is  to  get  persons  to  impart  the 
mstruction.  That  is  where  the  difficulty  lies. 
The  parents  will  not  act  up  to  their  respon- 
sibilities, and  the  ministers  set  apart  for  and 
paid  for  the  work  of  religious  instruction  will 
not  do  their  duty.  That  is  the  difficulty ; 
bat  the  remedy  which  the  honourable  gentle- 
man proposes  is  not  the  right  one.  I  beh'eve 
that  we  should  adopt  the  old  Scotch  system. 
Under  that  the  children  were  sent  to  church 
in  the  morning  and  in  the  afternoon,  but  in  the 
evening  they  were  kept  at  home  and  instructed 
by  their  parents.  From  time  to  time  the 
clergyman  called  and  examined  them  in  re- 
ligious knowledge,  and  if  they  were  found 
deficient  in  that  knowledge  the  parents  were 
held  blameworthy.  But  here  it  seems  to  me 
the  parents  and  the  ministers  have  no  desire  to 
do  their  duty  in  this  matter,  but  wish  to  throw 
the  work  which  they  should  do  upon  others.  I 
am  quite  prepared  to  throw  the  schools  open 
in  the  morning  before  school-time,  or  in  the 
afternoon  after  school- hours,  if  we  can  get 
persons  to  go  there  and  give  instruction ;  but 
beyond  that  I  am  not  prepared  to  go.    It  has 


been  said  by  some  honourable  gentlemen  that 
if  we  do  not  accept  this  Bill  a  number  of 
members  of  this  House  will  take  a  deter- 
mined stand  and  revert  to  donominationalism. 
Well,  if  a  threat  of  that  kind  is  made  I  can 
only  say  that  if  they  carry  out  their  intention 
they  must  take  the  responsibility  for  it.  We 
know  what  donominationalism  has  done  in  the 
past,  and  I  do  not  think  we  want  any  more  of 
it.  Let  those  honourable  gentlemen  be  respon- 
sible. I  have  as  much  desire  as  any  one  to 
see  the  young  educated  in  religious  matters, 
and  I  do  my  share  of  work  in  that ;  but  I  feel 
satisfied  that  the  day-school  is  not  the  place  for 
it,  nor  the  ordmary  school-hours  the  time  for 
it,  nor  the  school-teachers  the  persons  to  im- 
part it.  Bible- reading  under  those  circum- 
stajices  would  take  away  children's  reverence 
for  the  Bible  which  they  now  feel ;  because,  if 
on  the  Sabbath-day  and  in  the  Sabbath-sohools 
it  is  a  most  difficult  matter  to  impart  religious 
instruction,  it  appears  to  me  that  the  mere 
reading  of  the  Word  in  a  day-school  would 
not  be  sufficient.  We  know  perfectly  well, 
in  connection  with  Sunday-schools  even,  that 
a  very  large  proportion  of  the  children  are  lost 
to  the  Church,  and  lost  simply  because  they 
have  not  received  the  Word  as  they  should 
have  received  it.  They  have  the  letter  of  the 
Word,  but  they  have  not  the  spirit,  and  so  in 
this  and  various  ways  from  80  to  90  per  cent, 
are  lost  to  the  Church.  Having  such  results 
from  Sunday-schools,  what  can  we  expect  the 
day-schools  would  be  able  to  Beoure  by  Bible- 
reading  ? 

Mr.  BRUCE.— Although  this  is  only  what  is 
called  a  private  member's  Bill,  it  is  in  reality  a 
measure  of  very  great  importance,  and  I  intend 
to  make  a  few  remarks  in  explanation  of  the 
vote  I  shall  give  on  this  occasion.  It  is  im- 
portant in  the  first  place  as  embodying  the 
wishes  of  a  very  large  proportion — indeed,  some 
say  a  majority — of  the  people  of  this  colony ; 
and  it  is  also  a  very  difficult  question,  as 
we  cannot  apply  to  it,  or  measure  it  by,  the 
ordinary  tests  or  standards  of  either  eoonomio 
or  mathematical  science ;  because  it  is  essen- 
tially a  question  of  conscience  and  belief.  Now, 
I  think  the  most  determined  opponents  of  this 
measure  must  admit  that  for  these  reasons  it 
is  entitled  to  a  very  great  deal  of  consideration. 
I  believe,  speaking  from  my  own  point  of  view, 
that  very  much  can  be  urged  in  its  favour,  and 
also  that  something  con  oe  said  against  it.  I 
believe  also  that  if  it  is  placed  on  the  Statute 
Book  we  may  not  anticipate  the  very  beneficial 
results  which  its  zealous  advocates  claim  for 
it ;  for  I  believe  that  religious  lessons  ought 
to  be  given  at  home  and  in  the  Sunday-school, 
where  they  are  presumably  both  given  and  re- 
ceived with  reverence,  and  not  rattled  over 
irreverently  as  tasks  in  the  common  schools  of 
the  colony.  I  also  say — and  I  speak  at  the 
same  time  at  least  as  a  professing  Christian 
— that  Bible -reading  under  sceptical  school- 
masters will  have  on  eSect  in  a  contrary 
direction  from  that  which  is  intended.  But, 
on  the  other  hand,  we  know  perfectly  well 
that  ii  children,  in  many  instances  at  least. 
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o  not  receive  biblical  teaohiogs — which  are, 
after  all,  the  only  real  basis  of  morals  and 
oondnct— if  ihey  do  not  receive  those  teachings 
at  school,  in  many  cases  they  vriU  grow  ap 
entirely  ignorant  of  the  true  basis  of  conduct 
or  of  their  relations  either  to  their  Creator  or  to 
their  fcUovr-creatures.  But  this  measure  has 
been  supported  for  other  reasons  than  either 
moral  or  religious  reasons — it  is  defensible  on 
other  grounds.  Such  orators  as,  for  instance, 
Webster,  and  many  other  Americans  I  might 
mention,  have  testified  to  the  beneficial  results 
they  have  obtained  from  a  perusal  of  the  Bible, 
and  I  believe  that  some  of  the  most  eminent 
American  writers  on  jurisprudence  have  done 
so  also.  There  is,  I  believe,  among  the  ex- 
treme advocates  of  this  measure  a  belief  that 
the  world  is  rapidly  growing  worse,  and  that 
every  crime  of  which  they  hear  or  read  is 
attributable  to  the  exclusion  of  the  Bible  from 
our  day-schools.  Sir,  I  believe  that  is  a  great 
popular  delusion — for  I  am  speaking  a  little 
on  both  sides  of  the  question — I  may  say  that  I 
do  not  feel  very  strongly  in  reference  to  it.  As 
I  have  said,  I  think  tiiat  is  a  great  popular 
delusion.  I  believe  the  world,  instead  of  rapidly 
growing  worse,  is  in  reality  daily  growing  better ; 
and  statistics  entirely  support  this  view.  It 
has  been  alleged  to-night  that  this  measure 
meant  the  introduction  of  the  thin  end  of  the 
wedge  of  denominational  education,  eventually 
destined  to  break  up  our  educational  system. 
I  do  not  believe  a  word  of  it.  I  cannot  see 
any  ground  for  that  belief ;  it  rests  on  no  basis 
whatever.  But  I  believe  in  many  instances 
this  view  is  urged  by  those  who  dislike  the 
book  and  who  ridicule  its  teachings.  I  again 
repeat,  I  do  not  expect,  if  this  measure  is  placed 
upon  the  Statute  Book,  the  beneficial  results 
claimed  for  it  by  its  warmest  advocates ;  but  I 
intend  to  vote  for  it,  and  mainly  for  this  reason : 
Being  a  Democrat,  I  believe  in  majorities  ruling, 
and  particularly  when,  as  in  this  case,  that  rule 
will  be  unattended  with  any  injury  to  the  con- 
scientious scruples  of  minorities ;  and  princi- 
pally for  that  very  sound  democratic  reason  I 
intend  to  vote  for  the  second  reading  of  this 
Bill. 

Mr.  BUXTON.— Sir,  I  shall  make  a  few  re- 
marks respecting  this  very  important  matter. 
I,  like  honourable  members  who  have  preceded 
me,  have  had  a  little  experience  in  Sabbath- 
school  teaching— at  any  rate,  for  about  thirty 
years  I  have  known  something  of  teaching  the 
young  in  Sabbath-schools ;  and,  to  my  mind, 
there  is  not  the  slightest  cause  to  be  afraid  that 
this  book,  which  we  so  much  prize,  is  likely  to 
do  any  harm  in  our  day-schools.  There  are  a 
great  many  reasons  assigned  why  we  should 
not  have  this  book  in  our  day-schools.  As 
regards  the  right  at  present  to  have  the  book 
taught  in  our  day-schools,  we  have  no  real 
right  to  have  the  Bible  read  there  during 
school -hours,  and  we  have  an  equal  right 
to  have  almost  anything  that  is  of  a  moral 
character  taught  in  our  day-schools  out  of 
aohool-hours ;  but  we  want  the  Bible  to  be 
read  in  the  schools  during  school-hours.  This 
is  what  we  are  asking  for.  There  are  a  variety 
Ur.  Bruce 


of  reasons  assigned  why  we  should  not  h»v» 
this  book  read  in  our  day-schools.    One  reason 
that  is  very  often  assigned  is  that  it  will  be 
offensive  to  some.    Well,  there  is  scarcely  any- 
thing  that  we   could  do  or  say  but   'would 
give   offence  to  some    people ;    and    there    is 
scarcely  a  book  that  can  be  allowed  in   our 
public  schools  but  it  will  be  offensive  to  some 
people.    I  think  if  there  is  any  book  in  the 
world  that  ought  not  to  be  offensive  to  the  con- 
sciences of  individuals,  it  is  the  Bible.     Then, 
there  is  also  this  reason  assigned:  that   the 
children  cannot  understand  it.    That,  I  think, 
is  not  a  proper  reason  for  its  exclusion.     When 
the  various   school-books   are  put    into    their 
hands  they  cannot  understand  them ;  and  yet 
a   great  many  people    will    assign   the    same 
reason  why  others  should  not  read  this  pre- 
cious book — because  we  cannot  understand  it 
all.    I  maintain  that,  while  this  book  is  not 
understood  altogether  by  any  of  us,  there  is  a 
great  deal  in  it  that  is  easy  to  be  understood — 
that  almost  the  smallest  intellect  of  a  child 
can  grasp.     I  maintain  that,  while  it  is  the 
philosopher's  masterpiece,  it  is  the  schoolboy's 
spelling-book,  and  has  a  right  to  be  in  his  hand. 
I  speak  from  experience  when  I  say  that  this 
book  has  been  a   blessing   to  me    from  my 
earliest  youth.    It  has  also  been  u  blessing  to 
mine — it  has  been  within  the  reach  of  my 
children  from  their  earliest  infancy.     And  it 
has  been  in  the  school  that  I  was  taught  this  ; 
and  I  have    seen  no   danger  as  regards   the 
Scriptures.    Some  will  assign  the  fact  that  they 
do  not  believe  it  as  a  reason  that  it  should  not 
be   allowed  in  our  pnbljo    schools.      Why,   I 
should  imagine  that  those  honourable  gentle- 
men who  say  that  is  a  reason  why  it  should 
not  be  read  in  our  public  schools  have  them- 
selves read  thousands  of  publications  that  they 
do  not  believe,  that  they  have  not  the  slightest 
belief  in ;  and  yet  they  read  them.     And  there 
ore  things  which  they  would  allow  in  our  pub- 
lic schools  that  they  do  not  believe.    I  main- 
tain that  this  precious  book,  if  a  portion  of 
it  was    read    by  the   most    profound    atheist 
or   deist   every  day,  and    he    had  no  one  to 
comment  upon  it,  would  be  likely  to  do  him 
good,  and   not   harm.     It  is  my  impression 
that  this  reading  of   the    Word  in  the  hear- 
ing of  the  children,  without  comment,  would 
be  more  likely  to  do  them  good  than  by  any 
one  teaching  it  or  explaining  it  to  them.     I 
am  opposed  to  religious  teaching  in  our  day- 
schools  ;  I  do  not  believe  in  it  in  the  least.    I 
say.  Keep  all  the  ministers  out  of  the  day- 
schools,  but  let  the  Bible  in :  it  is  a  Word  and 
a  work  that  belongs  to  a  higher  power  than 
man,  and  the  Giver  of  it  will  explain  it  to  the 
intelligences  of  men  and  of  children.    Only  let 
the  Bible  have  its  place  in  our  public  schools, 
and  it  will  do  an  honour  to  our  colony,  and  will 
do  no  one  any  hturm.   I  was  somewhat  surprised 
at  on  honourable  gentleman  who  was   on  his 
feet  a  short  time  ago,  and  the  exceeding  sym- 
pathy he  extended  to  a  certain  class  of  the  com- 
munity—namely,  the  Roman  Catholics.     He 
felt  so  much  on  their  account,  I  wonder  if  he 
feels  like  that  on  other  topics.     I  am  rather 
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tltaiA  he  does  not.  However,  I  think  that  the 
Boman  Catholics  are  not  saoh  enemies  to  the 
Bible  as  some  people  may  imagine ;  and  I  do 
think  that,  though  we  may  have  some  Iloman 
OathoUc  teachers  in  our  day-schools,  they  wonld 
not  object  to  the  reading  of  a  portion  of  that 
Word  which  we  call  the  Word  of  God.  I  have 
not  the  slightest  fear  respecting  that,  either  from 
7ew  or  (>entile,  Boman  Catholio,  or  anything 
else.  While  we  are  a  Protestant  people  we 
should  have  our  Protestant  Bible  in  our  schools, 
and  not  be  ashamed  of  it  or  afraid  of  it ;  and 
if  those  gentlemen  will  forsake  us  because  we 
stand  to  our  principles,  why,  let  them  go,  and  we 
will  find  better  men  in  their  places.  I  have  a 
very  strong  feeling  as  regards  having  the  Bible 
in  ooz  day-schools,  and  I  have  a  variety  of 
reasons  why  I  should  feel  so  strongly  upon  it. 
I  believe  it  would  be  a  great  blessing  to  what 
we  have  often  heard  about,  "  the  unborn  mil- 
lions," when  they  come,  if  we  do  have  the  Bible 
in  our  schools.  It  has  been  a  blessing  to  thou- 
sands, it  is  a  blessing  to  thousands  to-day  ;  and 
why  should  we  keep  out  of  our  day-schools  the 
beet  book  the  world  can  produce  ?  Let  us  allow 
it  in  the  schools  without  comment,  and  leave  it 
to  the  great  Oiver  of  it  to  explain  it  to  the  minds 
of  the  children.  I  would  appeal  to  the  intelli- 
gence of  this  honourable  House,  and  say, — 

Let  ns  spore  the  tree, 
Tench  not  a  single  bough ; 

In  yontb  it  sheltered  me. 
And  I'll  protect  it  now. 

And  if  I  go  into  the  lobby  alone  I  shall  go  in 
favour  of  the  Bible  being  read  in  schools  ;  and 
let  lis  keep  out  of  it  all  comment.  Let  us 
not  allow  comment  in  our  day-schools.  Wo 
want  the  State  to  protect  religion,  but  not  to 
teach  it.  And  let  us,  whatever  we  do,  have 
the  Bible  in  our  schools.  It  will  improve  the 
morals  of  the  youth  and  he  a  blessing  to  the 
colony. 

Mr.  TANNER.  — Sir,  the  hononrable  gentle- 
man who  last  spoke  felt  what  he  said.  Some 
of  the  prior  speakers  deplored  that  they  had 
not  orator^  sufficient  for  the  importance  of 
this  subject.  I  am  sure  the  last  speaker 
had  the  oratory  that  must  have  commended 
itself  to  all  hearers.  Truth  needs  no  oratory 
to  commend  it — it  appeals  to  the  heart  more 
than  to  the  head ;  and  this  is  a  subject  that 
appeals  to  that  which  is  the  highest  part  of 
onr  nature.  But  before  I  enter  upon  the 
subject  I  should  like,  first  of  all,  to  refer  to 
aome  of  the  remarks  made  by  previous  speakers, 
and  the  remark  made  by  the  honourable 
member  for  Auckland  West.  He  imagined  a 
great  many  difficulties  which  did  not  exist. 
The  difficulties  are  more  in  his  imagination. 
To  hear  him  speak  on  this  subject  and  suggest 
these  difficulties,  one  would  think  we  were 
going  into  a  new  experiment,  something  that 
had  never  been  tried  elsewhere.  This  is  nothing 
new.  The  Bible  is  read  in  the  schools  of  a  great 
many  countries  of  the  world,  and  we  know  that 
HxB  results  have  been  most  beneficial  wher- 
ever that  has  been  the  case.  Another  objection 
made  was  that  the  thin  end  of  the  wedge  of 
AwifMniiia.tinnn.1  i«tn  would  be  introduced.    An 


hononrable  member  says,  "  Hear,  hear ;"  bnt 
what  is  the  fact  ?  The  denominationalists  are 
now  joined  together  in  demanding  that  the 
Bible  shall  be  introduced  in  the  public  schools. 
At  one  time  they  were  afraid  that  sectarianism 
might  be  introduced ;  but  they  are  now  fully 
convinced  of  the  baneful  influence  of  exclud- 
ing the  Bible  altogether,  and  Presbyterians, 
Church-of-England  people,  Wesleyans,  and  all 
denominations  have  joined  together  to  demand 
this  right. 

Mr.  B.  H.  J.  BEEVES.— What  about  the 
Catholics  7 

Mr.  TANNEB.  — And  even  the  Catholics. 
Catholics,  who  are  supposed  to  be  so  bigoted, 
have  shown  themselves  very  liberal  in  the 
matter,  and  some  of  the  enlightened  Catholics 
have  said  that  they  do  not  object  to  the  intro- 
duction of  the  Bible  into  the  State  schools  of 
the  colony  so  long  as  their  claims  are  recog- 
nised. I  am  one  of  those  who  are  prepared  to 
recognise  their  claims,  and  I  say  their  claims 
are  just.  Another  objection  the  honourable 
gentleman  made  was  that  the  public  schools 
were  not  the  proper  place  in  which  to  teach 
religion, — that  it  should  be  taught  in  the  homes 
of  the  people  and  in  the  Sunday-schools.  But 
that  honourable  gentleman  said  he  had  tried 
it  himself.  I  have  done  so,  and  many  friends 
have  done  so ;  but  what  is  the  result  of  our 
attempts  to  give  religious  instruction  after 
school-hours?  Only  about  one-fourth  of  the 
children  in  the  school  remain  and  attend  the 
religious  instruction.  And  what  is  that  fourth 
composed  of  ?  It  is  composed  of  the  children 
who  attend  Sunday-schools.  The  three-fourths 
go  away  without  any  religious  instruction  what- 
ever. It  is  not  fair  to  ask  children  to  remain 
after  school-hoars.  A  system  of  that  sort  is  in- 
jurious in  the  interests  of  religious  instruction. 
These  children  wish  to  get  away  home  or  to  play, 
and  it  is  an  injury  to  the  subject  to  attempt 
to  teach  the  children  during  playhours.  I 
must  not,  however,  forget  the  injunction  laid 
upon  us  by  the  Premier  to  make  our  remarks 
as  brief  as  possible.  Another  honourable 
gentleman  says,  "  Hear,  hear,"  as  much  as  to 
encourage  that  idea.  I  fail  to  see  why  any  ex- 
ception should  be  made  in  reference  to  private 
Bills.  The  honourable  member  for  Auckland 
Central  told  us  the  other  night  that  private 
Bills  have  been  of  the  utmost  importance — 
sometimes  as  important  an,  and  frequently  of 
much  greater  importance  than,  the  other  Bills 
brought  before  the  House,  policy  or  local  Bills. 
He  referred,  as  an  instance,  to  that  private 
Bill  for  the  emancipation  of  the  slaves.  I 
think  that  was  the  Bill  to  which  the  honour- 
able gentleman  referred.  That  Bill  was  of  no 
greater  importance  to  the  Old  World  than 
this  is  to  us.  This  Bill  is  to  emancipate  our 
children  from  the  fetters  of  secularism  that 
have  so  long  bound  them.  It  is  time  that 
the  light  and  freedom  of  religious  instruction 
were  admitted  into  the  schools,  and  I  say  the 
people  demand  it.  Those  who  have  heard  the 
petitions  presented  to  both  Houses  must  feel 
convinced  that  the  people  have  arisen  now  to  a 
sense  of  their  great  responsibility  lA  this  mat- 
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tei,  and  their  voice  is  beard,  and  heard  loudly, 
wiljiin  this  House  and  the  other  House,  de- 
manding that  they  should  have  this  right 
accorded  to  them,  that  they  should  have  this 
question  relegated  to  themselves ;  and  this  is 
proposed  to  be  done  in  the  Bill.  This  Bill 
says,— 

"  It  shall  be  lawful  for  the  School  Committee 
of  any  district  already  or  which  may  hereafter 
be  constituted  under  the  provisions  of  <  The 
Education  Act,  1877,'  if  it  shall  see  fit,  any- 
thing in  the  said  Act  contained  to  the  contrary 
notwithstanding,  to  direct  that  a  portion  of  the 
Bible  shall  be  read  aloud  by  the  scholars  every 
morning  at  the  opening  of  the  school.  Such 
reading  shall  not  exceed  twenty  minutes,  and 
no  child  shall  be  compelled  to  attend  such 
reading  if  the  parent  or  guardian  of  such  child 
shall,  in  writing,  inform  the  Committee  or 
teacher  that  he  objects  to  such  attendance." 

Now,  Sir,  as  to  this  handing-over  of  this  im- 
portant question  to  the  people  themselves,  I  re- 
peat the  time  has  come  when  they  demand  it. 
The  people  have  the  election  of  School  Com- 
mittees ;  therefore  those  who  have  any  interest 
in  this  question  will  elect  those  of  the  candi- 
dates who  they  think  are  in  favour  of  it,  and 
we  have  no  right  to  withhold  this  privilege 
from  them.  I  could  have  wished  that  the 
Government  could  have  seen  its  way  to  bring 
this  question  forward.  It  is  a  question  of 
very  great  importance,  and  if  the  Qovemment 
had  brought  a  measure  like  this  forward  and 
given  it  their  great  influence  I  am  sure  that 
not  only  would  it  have  been  of  the  greatest 
benefit  to  the  Bill,  but  I  am  quite  sure  that 
they  would  have  hod  the  applause  and  support 
of  both  sides  of  this  House.  I  say  this  is  a 
question  that  the  Government  ought  to  have 
brought  forward,  and  I  should  have  been  very 
glad  to  see  any  Government  having  the  courage 
to  do  so,  a.8  I  feel  sore  they  would  have  got  a 
large  amount  of  support.  But,  considering  the 
vast  importance  of  the  subject,  I  still  hope  that 
the  members  of  the  Government  will  see  their 
way  to  support  this  Bill,  and  I  am  sure  they 
will  have  no  reason  to  regret  it,  but  the  future 
generations  that  rise  up  will  bless  them  for  it. 
Those  who  do  not  believe  in  the  Bible  have 
admitted,  at  all  events,  as  their  opinion  that 
it  is  very  desirable  that  morality  should  be 
taught  in  the  public  schools  of  the  country. 
In  support  of  this  view  I  will  call  in  to  my 
aid  no  less  an  authority  than  the  late  Pre- 
mier of  this  country.  In  an  address  which 
he  delivered  down  south  not  long  ago  Sir 
Robert  Stout  stated  it  as  his  opinion  that 
there  should  be  some  moral  teaching  in  the 
public  schools,  so  as  to  counteract  the  ten- 
dency to  rowdyism  and  larrikinism  which  was 
evidently  growing  up  so  strongly  amongst  us. 
This  was  at  a  time  when  there  was  a  great 
deal  of  this  larrikin  element  about,  and  when 
it  was  taken  notice  of  by  the  public  prints 
of  the  day.  Now,  I  would  ask  that  gentle- 
man and  others  who  think  with  him,  how 
would  they  introduce  this  moral  teaching  into 
the  public  schools?  Surely  they  would  begin 
fay  teaching  children  proper  lespeot  for  their 
Ur.  Tanner 


parents  and  those  in  authority  over  them: 
"  Honour  thy  father  and  thy  mother."  They 
would  teach  the  children  that  they  should  have 
a  proper  respect  for  other  people's  goods,  other 
people's  property,  and  teach  them  not  to  take 
what  does  not  belong  to  them:  "Thoa  shalt 
not  steal."  Then,  again,  they  would  teach  the 
children  that  it  is  improper  to  encourage  a  re- 
vengeful spirit,  to  bear  malice.  There  wonld 
be  no  moral  teaching  unless  you  taught  them 
that.  They  must  be  forgiving,  and  mast 
not  injure  those  who  have  offended  them  : 
"  Thou  shalt  do  no  murder. "  Then,  we 
should  teach  the  children  that  they  should 
not  covet ;  also,  to  be  truthful.  Surely 
all  those  who  advocate  the  teaching  of 
morality  would  advocate  that  those  who  give 
evidence  in  our  Courts  should  be  taught  to 
speak  the  truth :  "  Thou  shalt  not  bear  false 
witness  against  thy  neighbour."  How,  then, 
con  we  teach  morality  without  recognising  that 
book  from  which  all  morality  is  derived  ? 
Tnat,  1  say,  is  a  strong  point  in  favour  of  in- 
troducing the  Bible  into  our  public  schools. 
You  cannot  teckch  morality  without  it,  becaose 
on  the  Bible  it  is  based,  and  from  that  book 
we  have  derived  it.  The  value  of  the  Bible 
as  a  book  of  instruction  has  been  referred 
to  by  other  speakers,  and  without  a  know- 
ledge of  its  contents  no  one  can  be  said 
to  be  educated.  Every  one  knows  how  inter- 
ested every  child  is  in  Bible-instruction — I 
need  not  refer  to  the  different  portions  of  the 
Bible — to  the  Old  or  the  New  Testament ;  these 
Bible  stories  are  so  interesting  to  children. 
They  both  enjoy  and  profit  by  them.  I  would 
refer  now  to  the  system  that  is  prevalent  in 
other  countries,  and  the  system  which,  I  hope, 
will  yet  be  adopted  in  this.  I  hold  in  my  hands 
the  Scripture-lessons  for  the  use  of  schools. 
This  book  is  printed  and  published  by  the 
Commissioners  of  National  Education  in  Ire- 
land ;  and  what  is  the  remark  it  makes  ? — 

"  These  selections  are  offered,  not  as  a  sub- 
stitute for  the  sacred  volume  itself,  but  as  an 
introduction  to  it ;  and  they  have  been  com- 
piled in  the  hope  of  their  leading  to  a  more 
general  and  more  profitable  perusal  of  the 
Word  of  God.  The  passages  introduced  have 
been  chosen,  not  as  being  of  more  importanoe 
than  the  rest  of  Scripture,  but  merely  as  ap- 
pearing to  be  most  level  to  the  understandings 
of  children  and  youth  at  school,  and  also  as 
being  the  best  fitted  to  be  read  under  the 
direction  of  teachers  not  necessarily  qualified, 
and  certainly  not  recognised,  as  teachers  of 
religion.  No  passage  has  either  been  intro- 
duced or  omitted  under  the  influence  of  any 
peculiar  view  of  Christianity,  doctrinal  or 
practical." 

These  are  the  Scripture-lessons  in  use  in  the 
Irish  schools  of  to-day,  and  I  commend  them 
to  the  attention  of  honourable  members  who 
may  not  perhaps  have  seen  them.  Now,  what 
is  the  position  of  this  question  in  England  7 — 
and  J  refer  to  the  Board  schools  of  England. 
They  rose  in  1870  with  the  Education  Act. 
The  State  wanted  to  make  the  meshes  of  the 
education  net  so   close    that   no   fish   could 
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escape,  and  they  went  into  the  highways  and 
byways  and  brought  in  the  children  of  the 
poor  ;  and  here  is  what  is  said  on  the  subject : — 

"  There  are  6,291  Board  schools,  with 
1,011,477  children,  and  at  present  the  Board 
schools  educate  more  than  one -third  of  the 
children  of  the  poor.  The  State  acted  wisely 
in  permitting  religious  instruction  and  Bible- 
leading  in  the  Board  schools  during  school- 
hoTUS.  It  refused  to  make  it  compulsory,  by 
introdacing  a  ■  conscience  clause,'  which  al- 
lowed any  to  absent  themselves  from  the  hour 
of  religions  instruction  at  discretion.  But 
religious  instruction  was  there.  The  various 
local  School  Boards  throughout  the  country 
have  the  power  of  omitting  the  religious  in- 
struction altogether.  How  do  they  use  it  ? 
Well,  out  of  the  6,291  schools  there  are  only 
three  or  four  in  which  the  Bible  is  not  read  or 
explained.  The  nimiber  of  children  who  attend 
too  late  to  profit  by  Scripture-lessons  is  incon- 
siderable :  the  first  lesson  is  on  Scripture. 
Similar  instruction  is  given,  with  few  excep- 
tions, regularly,  in  accordance  with  the  plan 
adopted  by  the  London  School  Board.  In 
Birmingham,  where  these  schools  are  sup- 
posed to  be  most  secular,  the  Bible-reading 
was  originally  left  out,  but  it  has  now  been 
resumed,  with  religions  instruction.  Most  of 
the  School  Board  masters  and  mistresses  come 
from  training  colleges  and  institutions  where 
religious  infiuences  are  paramount.  The  bibli- 
cal instruction  in  Boa^  schools  is  similar  to 
the  religious  instruction  in  'voluntary  and 
Christian  schools ; '  if  anything  it  is  better — 
more  systematic  and  more  carefully  prepared, 
the  chief  difference  being  that  it  omits  the 
Catechism  and  all  formulae  distinctive  of  the 
creeds  of  particular  Churches.  The  Noncon- 
formists are  satisfied  with  the  Board  schools, 
and  the  Established  clergy  are  in  many  in- 
stances members  of  the  School  Board  and 
active  as  chairmen  of  the  local  committees  of 
management." 

I  wiU  now  read  section  91  of  the  London 
School  Board's  minutes,  which  runs  thus : — 

"  In  the  schools  provided  by  the  Board  the 
Bible  shall  be  read,  and  there  shall  be  given 
such  explanations  of  such  instructions  there- 
from in  the  principles  of  morality  and  religion 
OS  are  suited  to  the  capacities  of  children." 

Simple  prayers  and  hymns  are  also  used 
at  tliese  schools,  and  the  London  Board  has 
drawn  up  an  elaborate  system  of  biblical  in- 
struction, ranging  over  the  whole  of  the  Bible. 
For  the  rest,  the  details  are  left  by  the  Qovem- 
ment  entirely  in  the  hands  of  the  committee  of 
each  Board.  It  is  only  necessary  to  take  up 
the  syllabus  of  Bible-teaching  issued  for  1882 
to  show  that  sound  religious  and  undogmatic 
teaching  may  be  given  in  connection  with  the 
Bible.  The  Bible  is  made  the  grand  centre 
of  religious  instruction  in  the  Board  schools. 
Now,  I  commend  this  information  to  those 
who  have  not  made  up  their  minds  on  this  sub- 
ject ;  and  I  am  sure — if  they  consider  what  has 
been  written,  and  the  information  we  have 
upon  the  system  as  it  exists  in  the  Old  Coun- 
t^Ti  and  its  satisfactory  results — ^it  will  satisfy 


them  that  we  shall  be  acting  wisely  by  follow- 
ing the  good  example  set  at  Home.  It  is  sJso 
allowed  in  the  school  system  of  New  South 
Wales.  In  other  countries  which  I  will 
mention  it  also  prevails;  and  I  will  quote 
very  briefly  from  a  very  eloquent  and  able 
speech  that  was  delivered  on  this  subject  by  a 
gentleman  who  was  recently  a  candidate  at  the 
late  elections  in  the  Wairarapa.  His  remarks 
ore  given  in  these  words : — 

"In  America  it  is  the  common  practice  to 
open  or  close  public  schools  with  Bible-reading 
and  prayer :  the  influence  of  the  school  is  on 
the  side  of  morality  and  religion.  In  Germany 
it  is  said, '  Beligious  training  is  part  of  universal 
education.'  In  Switzerland  there  is  Bible- 
reading.  In  England  there  is  Bible -reading; 
and  the  London  School  Board,  in  J«me,  1886, 
resolved  on  a  thorough  and  detailed  examina- 
tion in  Scripture -knowledge  in  every  school 
once  every  third  year.  In  Victoria,  where  the 
Bible  was  excluded,  and  all  passii{;es  relating  to 
Christian  teaching  struck  out  of  school  '  read- 
ers,' the  Minister  has  promised  to  advise  the 
Cabinet  to  ask  Parliament  to  reinstate  them. 
The  Melbourne  Age,  the  great  opponent  of 
religious  teaching,  has  declared  that  'for  the 
safety  of  the  nation  there  must  be  a  change.' 
In  France,  where  there  is  on  the  part  of  the 
State  a  violent  intolerance  of  all  religion, 
where  the  name  of  God  is  excluded  from  the 
schools,  crime  of  all  kinds  is  increasing  with 
startling  rapidity,  and  is  worst  where  the  edu- 
cation is  highest." 

These  facts  ought  to  make  honourable  mem- 
bers pause  in  considering  this  most  important 
question.  Wo  find  this  system,  as  1  have  said, 
in  one  sister  colony;  and,  from  the  informa- 
tion we  possess,  it  is  about  to  be  introduced  into 
another.  Shall  we  be  the  last  to  adopt  it?  Shall 
we  be  the  last  to  give  way  to  the  religious  influ- 
ences that  we  desire  to  see  introduced  into  our 
schools  ?  Experience  teaches  us,  and  we  learn 
from  history,  that  nations  without  religion  fall 
into  decay.  We  have  only  to  look  at  the  na- 
tions of  the  past  —  for  example,  Greece  and 
Bome,  which  were  foremost  in  the  arts  and 
sciences  —  to  be  assured  that  they  fell  into 
decay  because  they  had  no  religion ;  and  that 
will  be  the  fate  of  this  country  if  we  exclude 
religion  from  our  public  schools.  The  youth  of 
the  country  will  grow  up  as  infidels,  and  we 
shall  find  that  as  religious  influences  decay 
so  will  our  nation.  If  it  is  true,  as  the 
honourable  the  mover  of  this  Bill  said  that  it 
was  commonly  remarked  that  "  it  is  no  part  of 
the  duty  of  the  State  to  teach  religion  in  the 
public  schools,"  then  I  say  the  converse  is 
equally  true,  that  it  is  no  part  of  the  duty  of 
the  State  to  prevent  its  being  taught.  I  have 
only  to  appeal  to  the  better  feelings  of  the 
representatives  of  the  people,  who  are  here  to 
represent  the  people's  best  interests,  and  if  they 
do  their  duty  to  themselves  and  to  the  people 
they  represent  they  must  grant  to  the  people 
what  they  now  demand,  and  tbat  is — the  per- 
mitting of  religious  instruction  in  the  public 
schools. 

Mr.  BLAEE.— Sir,  I  think  ii  the  reading  of 
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the  Bible  in  schools  canaes  so  muoh  seriousness 
to  the  scholars  as  this  debate  has  caused  to 
me  they  will  be  yetjr  gla^  to  get  aw^  to  play. 
When  young  I  -was  taught  that  the  Bible  was 
.  a  book  of  peace  and  good.  In  this  House,  after 
the  various  expressions  of  opinion  on  the  part 
of  the  representatives  of  the  people,  it  seems  to 
be  almost  a  book  of  discord ;  and,  if  there  is 
so  much  discord  and  so  many  diSorences  of 
opinion  among  the  chosen  of  the  land,  there 
will  be  differences  of  opinion  among  the  child- 
ren, and  it  is  likely  to  disturb  the  schools  just 
as  the  torpedo  which  got  away  the  other  day 
disturbed  the  harbour.  I  am  opposed  to  the 
reading  of  the  Bible  in  schools,  because  I  think 
the  schools  have  been  a  success  without  them, 
and  I  think  the  probability  is  that  the  schools 
will  be  broken  up  if  we  begin  it.  I  do  not  know 
that  I  have  much  more  to  say,  except  that, 
in  introducing  this  religious  question  into  the 
schools,  we  shall  have  to  suit  the  vnshes 
of  those  who  believe  in  the  Maxims  of  Con- 
fucius, or  in  the  Koran  of  Mohammed,  and  I  do 
not  know  that  we  should  not  have  also  to  suit 
the  lost  ten  tribes  of  Israel ; — there  are  so  many 
differences  of  opinion  even  in  a  small  popula- 
tion like  ours.  The  population  we  have  to  be 
taught  would  not  be  very  large — about  eighty- 
three  thousand — and  amongst  these  children 
there  will  be  some  representing  all  kinds  of 
beliefs  and  opinions;  and  I  suppose,  in  the 
matter  of  colour,  they  will  range  from  the 
Ethiopian  to  the  albino,  and,  in  the  matter  of 
religion,  from  the  professor  of  religion  to  the 
dire  atheist,  who  fears  nothing  but  pain.  And 
how  they  are  going  to  meet  these  difficulties 
seems  strange  to  me. 

Mr.  PULTON.  — I  hope  the  honourable 
gentleman  will  pardon  me.  Surely  he  does 
not  think  this  a  denominational  Bill. 

Mr.  BLAKE.  — It  seems  very  like  it.  The 
honourable  member,  in  an  able  speech,  said  that 
the  Bible  should  be  explained  in  the  schools ; 
and  another  honourable  gentleman,  who  also 
made  a  very  able  speech,  said  that  the  Bible 
shonld  be  read,  and  that  the  child  should  make 
the  best  of  it  he  can.  I  do  not  think,  however, 
that  it  will  do  much  good.  What  I  have 
learned  from  that  book  has  taught  me  that  "  a 
house  divided  against  itself  cannot  stand;"  and 
I  believe  that  the  differences  of  opinion  that 
would  arise  from  the  introduction  of  the  Bible 
into  the  public  schools  would  certainly  have 
the  effect  of  breaking  the  schools  down. 

Mr.  HOBBS.— I  should  not  like  this  Bill  to 
go  to  the  vote  without  taking  advantage  of  the 
opportunity  to  give  my  reasons  for  the  vote  I 
am  about  to  give.  I  should  have  no  difficulty 
whatever  in  the  vote  I  am  about  to  give  if  we 
all  belonged  to  one  denomination.  But,  unhap- 
pily, that  is  not  the  case ;  and  I  consider  that 
religious  strifes  and  differences  are  the  worst 
kind  of  all  differences,  and  we  have  not  to  go 
very  far  back  in  the  history  of  the  world  to  know 
that.  Several  speakers  assume  that  because 
the  Bible  is  not  taught  in  our  public  schools 
therefore  the  children  get  no  religious  teaching ; 
and  yet  you  will  find  that  most  people  who 
speak  of  religion  at  all  can  remember  how  the 
Mr.  Blake 


first  impressions  made  upon  their  minds  weze 
at  their  mothers'  knee  and  at  various  sanctuaries 
which  they  attended,  not  that  they  had  been 
rubbed  into  them  by  the  schoolmaster.  I  was 
kept  in  school  one  day  and  had  to  leam,  for 
punishment,  a  chapter  of  Proverbs,  and  I  am 
not  prepared  to  say  that  that  made  a  favourable 
impression  on  my  mind.  I  think  there  are 
many  persons  who  are  defending  the  intro- 
duction of  the  Bible  into  our  schools  who  have 
really  not  considered  the  question  as  they  ought 
to  have  done.  It  is  a  matter  of  sentiment 
with  a  great  many  men.  We  must  be  careful 
that,  in  a  question  of  this  kind,  we  do  not  intro- 
duce into  our  public  schools  "  the  thin  end  of 
the  wedge  "  which  will  have  the  effect  of  intro- 
ducing denominationalism.  I  was  a  member 
of  the  Board  of  Education  where  the  Bystem 
of  denominationalism  prevailed  many  years 
ago,  and  there  I  saw  the  evil  of  it,  and  I  sball 
never  forget  the  evils  that  came  under  my 
notice.  It  would  take  a  great  deal  to  in- 
fluence me  in  favour  of  denominational  edaoa- 
tion.  These  are  some  of  the  reasons  why  I 
shall  not  vote  for  this  Bill.  I  will  not  detcbin 
the  House  longer,  because  I  know  that  honour- 
able members  are  very  anxious  to  get  on 
with  other  business.  I  did  not,  however,  feel 
disposed  to  allow  this  question  to  go  to  the 
vote  without,  at  any  rate,  giving  some  reasons 
why  I  shall  vote  against  the  measure. 

Dr.  NEWMAN. — As  one  who  is  very  entha- 
siastic  about  the  present  system  of  education, 
I  should  not  like  this  debate  to  be  so  entirely 
lobsided  as  it  appears  to  have  become.  The 
honourable  member  for  Waipawa  told  us  that 
he  would  defy  any  one  to  teach  morality  in 
schools  without  reference  to  the  Bible.  When 
he  goes  on  to  talk,  as  other  honourable  mem- 
bers have  also  done,  of  the  rowdyism  and  larri- 
kinism  of  our  young  people,  I  say,  that  is  a 
monstrous  slander.  Clergymen  in  the  churches 
are  always  telling  us  of  the  rowdyism  and  larri- 
kins of  young  New  Zealand.  I  say  it  is  a  foal 
slander. 

Mr.  TANNER.— When  I  spoke  of  larrikin- 
ism  I  spoke  of  a  remark  made  by  the  late 
Premier. 

Dr.  NEWMAN. — One  sees  in  the  newspapers 
statements  to  the  effect  that  the  young  people 
educated  in  the  State  schools  are  often  larrikins 
and  rowdies.  I  say  the  reverse  is  the  fact.  I 
say,  as  regards  the  schools  in  this  colony  and 
in  New  South  Wales  and  Canada,  that  the 
schools  do  teach  uprightness  and  morality; 
and  comparison  shows  the  enormous  advantage, 
from  a  moral  point  of  view,  which  children 
attending  the  State  schools  derive.  In  Great 
Britain,  since  the  establishment  of  the  State 
system  of  education,  the  gaols  have  beconae 
rapidly  empty,  and  juvenile  crime  has  de- 
creased. In  Canada  crime  had  decreased  year 
by  year  since  the  establishment  of  the  State 
system  of  education ;  so  much  so  that  a  little 
while  ago  no  fewer  than  eleven  gaols  were  put 
up  to  auction  because  there  were  no  inmates 
to  fill  them ;  and  why  ?  Because  of  the  State 
system  of  education.  Young  New  Zealand 
commits   fewer  orimes  per  hundred   of   the 
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population  than  aie  committed  in  any  other 
piut  of  the  woild.  For  honourable  members 
to  come  and  talk  of  the  rowdyism  and  larri- 
kinism  in  this  colony  I  say  is  preposterous. 
There  is  far  less  rowdyism  and  larrikinism  in 
the  streets  now  than  there  used  to  be  when 
there  were  no  State  schools  in  New  Zealand. 
Wherever  children  are  not  taught  under  our 
system  the  crime  amongst  uneducated  children 
is  four  times  more  than  what  it  is  where  our 
State  schools  are.  One  has  only  to  go  through 
our  streets  to  see  the  marked  improvement 
there  is  in  the  children.  If  we  look  at  the 
nnmbers  of  boys  and  girls  congregated  in  the 
large  cities  we  shall  ilnd  that  the  amount  of 
crime  is  small.  As  to  the  little  larrikinism 
which  occurs  in  the  streets :  amongst  the 
gilded  youths  of  the  universities  at  Home, 
amongst  the  higher  students  of  the  London 
University,  you  see  every  bit  as  much  larri- 
kinism. There  they  call  it  "  eServesoence  of 
youthful  spirits ;  "  out  the  moment  anything 
like  larrikinism  occurs  here  it  is  charged  to  our 
education  system.  The  greatest  boon  which 
has  been  conferred  upon  the  people  of  this 
oolony  has  been  our  system  of  education. 

Mr.  PARATA.— This  Bill  commends  itself  to 
me  because  it  provides  for  religious  instruction 
in  schools,  and  because  a  number  of  people  are 
in  favour  of  religious  instruction  being  granted 
to  the  children.  I  am  quite  in  sympathy  with 
them  upon  that  point.  These  words,  "  Scrip- 
tural teaching, "  mean  a  very  great  deal.  There 
8  one  thing  which  does  not  appear  to  me  to  be 
clear  in  the  measure  before  the  House.  It  is 
not  stated  what  portion  of  the  Scripture  shall 
be  taught.  There  seems  to  be  a  great  diver- 
sity of  opinion  amongst  honourable  members. 
Some  are  entirely  in  favour  of  the  Bible  being 
lead  in  schools,  others  are  emphatically  op- 
posed to  it.  The  question  is.  Who  is  right  ?  As 
there  seems  to  be  a  strong  desire  for  religious 
instruction,  I  think  that  a  trial  should  be 
made ;  and  let  us  judge  by  the  result.  With 
regard  to  there  being  a  great  number  of  child- 
ren at  school  who  belong  tn  difierent  Churches, 
and  with  regard  to  the  supposition  that  that 
will  be  an  apple  of  discord,  it  is  quite  true 
that  there  are  a  great  many  denominations, 
but  I  think  that  they  all  admit  that  religious 
instruction  is  the  one  important  thing.  The 
parents  of  the  children  all  admit  that  we 
should  teach  the  children  what  is  right,  so  that 
they  ntay  distinguish  between  good  and  evil — 
to  know  right  from  wrong.  I  think  that  is  of 
paramount  importance.  We  know  that  if  a 
person  does  wrong  —  takes  what  does  not  be- 
long to  him — the  law  provides  a  punish- 
ment. Now,  the  Scripture  teaches  us  that  it 
is  wrong  to  bear  malice  against  others,  or 
to  take  what  does  not  belong  to  us.  In  fact, 
the  whole  of  the  moral  teaching  that  we  re- 
quire is  contained  in  the  Bible.  I  think  that 
tiie  wishes  of  the  people  should  be  acceded  to, 
and  that  an  experiment  should  be  made.  A 
great  number  of  honourable  gentlemen  have 
been  returned  to  this  House  pledged  to  support 
Bible-reading  in  schools,  and  if  these  honour- 
able gentlemen  do  their  duty  to  their  consti- 1 


tuents  they  will  support  this  measure,  and  so 

grant  the  wishes  of  their  constituents.  I  again 
reiterate  that  I  think  a  trial  should  be  made. 
I  hope  that,  if  this  measure  become  law, 
the  children  in  Native  schools  will  have  the, 
same  privilege  as  is  now  sought  to  be  given  to ' 
others.  People  in  some  parts  of  my  district 
have  urged  me  to  support  this  Bill.  This  very 
matter  was  discussed  in  the  House  in  1885.  I 
spoke  against  the  Bill  on  that  occasion.  It 
occurred  to  me  then  that  if  the  Bible  were  read 
in  schools  there  would  be  this  difficulty :  that 
the  children  of  Bomtm  Catholics,  or  Mormons, 
or  other  denominations  who  did  not  approve 
of  Bible -reading  in  schools  would  have  to 
wait  outside  while  the  Bible  was  being  read. 
That  was  the  objection  which  induced  me  to 
oppose  that  measure;  but  since  then  I  have  ob- 
served that  it  is  the  great  wish  of  the  people  to 
have  religious  instruction  in  the  schools,  and 
therefore  I  consider  it  my  duty  to  support  this 
measure  now.  We  must  all  admit  that  re- 
ligious instruction  is  a  very  important  matter. 
We  all  know  that  before  men  are  allowed  to 
give  evidence  in  the  Courts  of  justice  they  have 
to  take  an  oath  on  the  Bible,  and  that  is  a 
proof  we  attach  great  importance  to  it.  Then, 
the  marriage  ceremony  is  by  many  made  a  re- 
ligious ceremony.  I  look  upon  the  Bible  as 
the  grotmdwork  of  all  our  proceedings.  The 
first  teaching  we  should  have  is  to  fear  Qod, 
and  to  be  afraid  to  do  that  which  is  evil.  I 
will  not  say  more,  but  I  will  support  this 
measure. 

Mr.  TAIWHANGA.— Sir,  as  far  as  I  can  un- 
derstand, all  the  foundation  of  England  is  the 
Bible,  and  all  her  laws  are  made  on  the  Bible, 
Therefore  it  is  a  very  important  thing  that  the 
Bible  should  be  taught  to  children.  Without 
the  Bible  I  do  not  think  that  England  would 
stand  for  many  years.  One  chief  of  Samoa 
went  to  England,  and  he  went  to  see  the  Queen, 
and  he  asked  the  Queen,  "  How  is  it  that  Eng- 
land is  so  large  ?  "  The  Queen  simply  took  up 
the  Bible,  and  said,  "  That  is  what  makes  Eng- 
land what  you  see."  That  is  what  I  heard  in 
England,  but  whether  it  is  true  or  false  I  can- 
not say.  Therefore  I  say  New  Zealand  must 
follow  the  example  of  England,  because  it  isouc 
Mother-country.  Of  course  there  are  laws  in 
New  Zealand,  and  what  is  passed  here  we  must 
follow.  There  are  so  many  religions  in  New 
Zealand  that  they  must  all  be  satisfied,  and,  of 
course,  every  one  of  us  must  be  equal.  I  merely 
stood  up  to  say  that  I  would  support  this  Bill. 

Mr.  FISHER.— Sir,  while  I  yield  to  no  man 
in  my  respect  for  the  Bible,  I  yet  feel  con- 
strained to  oppose  this  Bill.  And  I  wish  it  to 
be  understood  that  I  do  not  speak  in  the  in- 
terest of  those  persons  called  secularists,  but 
because  I  dread  the  dislocation  or  derange- 
ment of  the  State  system  of  education  by  the 
school-floor  being  made  the  battle-ground  of 
religious  intolerance.  Those  honourable  gentle- 
men who  have  spoken  of  countries  where  the 
Bible  is  r^ad  in  schools  have  not  referred  to 
those  countries  where  the  introduction  of  re- 
ligious influences  has  led  to  most  regretful 
results.     For  instance,  they  have  not  referred 
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to  the  deplorable  conaequenoes  which  resulted 
from  the  admisgion  of  ministers  of  religion  into 
the  schools  of  Newfoundland,  Two  or  three 
years  ago  the  scholastic  and  religious  worlds 
were  startled  by  the  frenzied  and  fanatical 
feuds  which  broke  up  the  schools  of  Newfound- 
land and  other  Canadian  provinces,  and  which 
were  the  direct  outcome  of  denominationalism. 
Now,  if  it  is  really  desired  to  have  read  in  our 
schools  selected  portions  of  the  Scriptures,  I 
Bee  no  difficulty  in  the  way.  Wo  see  from 
the  petitions  presented  to  the  House,  and  wo 
gather  from  the  speeches  made  on  this  occa- 
sion, that  there  is  a  very  general  desire  to  have 
portions  of  the  Scriptures  read  in  the  public 
schools ;  and  I  should  feel  inclined  to  agree 
with  those  who  move  in  the  matter  if  they 
would  consent  to  accept  the  Irish  Board  Scrip- 
tnre-lessons,  to  which  the  honourable  member 
for  Hawke's  Bay  has  referred.  That  would  be 
a  fair  compromise.  But  how  were  those  selec- 
tions made  ?  After  great  conflict  and  almost 
interminable  controversy  they  were  drawn  up 
by  two  Archbishops,  an  Anglican  and  a  Boman 
Catholic  Archbishop ;  and  that  fact  in  itself 
shows  that  no  selection  would  have  been  accept- 
able unless  made  by  some  such  eminent  autho- 
rities. But  what  would  happen  under  this 
Bill  ?  The  School  Committee  is  to  direct  that 
every  morning,  at  the  opening  of  the  school,  a 
portion  of  the  Bible  is  to  be  read  aloud  by  the 
scholars.  There,  at  once,  you  pot  more  or  less 
power  of  selection  into  the  hands  of  possibly 
irreverent  teachers  and  also  possibly  irreverent 
children.  I  have  already  said  that  it  is  in  the 
power  of  those  who  desire  this  change  to  do 
now  what  they  wont  to  do ;  and  here  is  the 
proof.    The  Education  Act,  section  84,  says, — 

"The  school  shall  be  kept  open  five  days 
in  each  week  for  at  least  four  nours,  two  of 
which  in  the  forenoon  and  two  in  the  afternoon 
shall  be  consecutive,  and  the  teaching  shall  be 
entirely  of  a  secular  character. 

"  The  school-buildings  may  be  used  on  days 
and  at  hours  other  than  those  used  for  public 
school-purposes  upon  such  terms  as  the  Com- 
mittee may  from  time  to  time  prescribe." 

There  is  the  fullest  liberty  to  use  the  schools 
tor  the  purpose  of  giving  religious  instruction, 
if  the  Committees  wish  to  use  them  for  that 
purpose.  If  their  feeling  is  so  strong  as  it  has 
been  represented  to  be — and  as  I  have  no 
donbt  it  is  —  why  not  elect  Committoes  who 
will  insist  that  religious  teaching  shall  be 
given  in  the  schools  after  the  secular  teaching 
IS  finished  7  It  is  said  that  that  would  not  be 
fair  to  the  children ;  but  I  say  that  it  would  be 
not  only  fair  to  the  children,  but  it  would  be 
fair  also  to  the  religious  sentiment  of  the 
country.  But,  Sir,  is  it  not  a  singular  thing 
that,  while  we  have  two  hundred  religious 
oreeds,  there  are  but  two  methods  of  cooking 
a  potato?  I  am  all  too  conscious  that  largo 
numbers  of  people  regard  this  question  with 
great  earnestness  of  feeling,  but,  as  I  have 
pointed  out,  there  is  already  provided  in  the 
Education  Act  a  means  of  carrying  out  their 
views  if  they  chose  to  avail  themselves  of  it. 
If  the  various  religious  bodies  entertain  so 
Jir.  Fisher 


strong  an  opinion  upon  this  question  as  is- 
expressed  in  the  numerous  petitions  presented 
to  the  House,  and  in  the  speeches  delivered  in 
synods  and  Church-meetings — if  there  were  the- 
life,  vigour,  and  enthusiasm  in  the  Churches 
which  those  petitions  would  seem  to  indicate,, 
they  would  avail  themselves  of  those  means  ; 
but  it  is  fair  to  conclude  that,  as  this  clause  is 
not  acted  upon,  it  is  proof  that  the  life  and 
vigour  and  enthusiasm  are  not  altogether  what 
they  are  represented  to  be.  There  are  the 
means,  if  the  religious  bodies  wish  to  use  them^ 
to  obtain  that  form  of  teaching  which  they  so- 
much  desire.  I  think  it  would  be  a  retrograde 
step  to  amend  the  existing  Act.  I  ask,  with 
all  respect  —  for  I  do  not  wish  to  show  the 
slightest  disrespect  to  any  persons  or  bodies 
of  persons  —  the  means  being  ready  to  hand, 
why  do  they  strive  to  arrive  at  the  same  con- 
clusion by  a  circuitous  route  ?  I  do  not  wish 
to  dwell  on  the  fact  of  there  being  too  many 
difieront  religious  distinctions,  but  we  can- 
not conceal  from  ourselves  the  possibility  of 
so  many  differences  and  distinctions  leading 
to  the  display  of  religious  intolerance  in  the 
schools.  When  these  numerous  religious  creeds 
become  merged  into  one  broad  Christianity, 
then  we  may  introduce  religious  teaching  into 
our  schools  without  fear  or  misgiving ;  but,  as 
a  fair  commentary  upon  the  religious  distinc- 
tions which  have  been  built  up  in  England, 
I  will  take  the  liberty  of  reading  the  view  of 
an  educated  East  Indian,  Mr.  Eeshub  Chunder 
Sen,  the  great  native  reformer  of  India,  who 
died  some  few  years  ago.    He  says, — 

"  We  Indians  have  not  been  able  to  accept 
any  particular  form  of  Christianity ;  yet  we 
are  steadfast  in  our  attachment  to  Jesus  Christ. 
Christianity  is  a  many-sided  religion,  and  every 
individual  and  every  nation  takes  in  a  Email 
portion  of  this  many-sided  thing.  These  are 
accepted  and  developed  into  a  creed,  till  we  see 
a  large  number  of  individuals,  entertaining  a 
particular  kind  of  opinion,  forming  themselves 
into  a  distinct  Christian  denomination.  Let 
the  ministers  of  the  various  sects  exchange 
their  pulpits;  let  the  brothers  and  sisters  of 
one  Church  go  into  another  and  shake  hands 
with  their  brothers  and  sisters  there  :  then  we 
shall  find,  not  two  hundred  and  fifty  narrow 
sects  scattered  here  and  there,  but  one  grand 
universal  Cathedral,  where  ten  thousand  voices 
of  ten  thousand  nations  shall  commingle  in  one 
sweet  and  swelling  chorus,  and  proclaim  the 
Fatherhood  of  God  and  the  brotherhood  of 
man." 

When  we  reach  that  state  of  religious  toler- 
ance it  will  be  possible,  openly  and  without 
restriction,  to  make  religion  part  of  the  teach- 
ing in  our  schools ;  but  I  say  it  would  be 
dangerous  to  attempt  religious  teaching  in  the 
form  in  which  it  is  sought  to  bo  introduced 
m  this  Bill.  I  should  have  no  objection,  if 
scrupulous  care  were  taken  that  proper  religions 
and  moral  teaching  were  so  inculcated  as  to 
establish  on  a  sound  basis  a  true  sense  of 
honour  and  integrity ;  but  to  admit  the  whole- 
volume  into  the  hands  of  careless  and  irreve- 
rent teachers,  and  children  not  sufficiently 
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old  to  ondeistand  the  Bible,  would,  I  eay 
with  all  deference  to  those  mbo  are  moving  in 
this  matter,  be  dangerons.  I  hope  I  have  not 
said  anything  which  woald  in  the  slightest 
d^ree  wound  the  feelings  of  those  who  are 
moving  in  the  matter.  I  have  as  strong  feel- 
ings on  the  subjecb  as  they,  but  it  appears  to 
me  that  we  are  pursuing  the  same  end  by  dif- 
ferent means.  If  the  Bible  is  ever  introduced 
into  our  schools,  I  hope  it  will  be  in  the  most 
careful  manner,  that  the  selections  to  be  used 
will  be  most  carefully  made,  and  that  the 
Bible  will  be  placed  only  in  the  hands  of 
teachers  who  have  some  reverence  for  the 
Great  Work  itself. 

Mr.  ALLEN.— The  Minister  of  Education 
has  spoken,  and  I  deem  it  we  ought  to  consider 
that  the  wisest  man,  so  far  as  we  are  concerned, 
has  given  us  his  opinion  on  this  subject.  But, 
Sir,  I  cannot  help  thinking  that,  so  far  as  this 
Bill  is  concerned,  he  has  rather  been  studying 
the  religious  feelings  of  an  East  Indian,  and 
the  methods  adopted  in  Ireland  for  carrying 
oat  religious  instruction,  than  the  actual  words 
of  this  Bill.  For,  if  I  mistook  him  not,  he  said 
that  the  introduction  of  the  Bible  into  the 
schools  in  the  manner  now  proposed  would 
lead  to  intolerance  and  strife  owing  to  the 
admission  of  ministers.  This  Bill  does  not 
provide  at  all  for  the  admission  of  ministers 
into  the  public  schools.  It  provides  simply 
that  the  scholars  shall  read  the  Bible  in  the 
schools,  and  nothing  else.  Then,  the  honour- 
able gentleman  used  an  argument  which  has 
been  used  more  than  once  to-night,  that  under 
the  present  Act  we  have  the  power  to  have 
the  Bible  read  in  the  schools.  I  admit  we 
have  the  power  now  to  have  the  Bible  read  in 
the  schools  ;  but  when  ?  That  is  the  question. 
Is  it  during  school-hours  or  out  of  school-hours? 
You  CEkunot  have  the  Bible  read  in  the  schools 
during  school -hours  ;  and,  if  I  remember 
rightly,  the  honourable  member  for  Inangahua 
mentioned  a  circumstance  which  is  direct 
proof,  to  my  mind,  that  the  fact  of  the  Bible 
being  excluded  during  school-hours  shows  that 
we  want  a  Bill  of  this  kind.  The  honourable 
gentleman  mentioned  an  instance  in  which  the 
School  Committee  allowed  the  Bible  to  be  read 
in  school  for  twenty  minutes  after  school-hours, 
with  the  result  that,  in  a  very  short  time,  only 
one  pupil  remained  to  hear  it.  If  I  can  read 
anything  from  that  fact  it  is  this :  that  if  Bible- 
reading  in  schools  is  to  be  of  any  use  at  all  it 
must  be  in  school -hours,  and  not  by  forcing 
a  child  to  remain  twenty  minutes  extra  beyond 
the  school  -  hours.  It  must  be  mode  a  portion 
of  the  school-teaching  within  the  school-hours, 
or  it  can  have  no  effect  at  all.  Is  it  likely  that 
ehildren  will  give  up  twenty  minutes  of  their 
play  even  for  the  reading  of  Holy  Writ?  If 
necessary,  I  might  refer  to  what  has  been  and 
what  is  being  done  in  other  countries ;  but  I 
know  that  there  are  other  Bills  to  come  on,  and 
I  will  not  detain  the  House  with  any  detailed 
remarks  about  other  countries.  I  will  only 
say  that  in  Germany  and  Switzerland  religion 
is  (he  basis  of  education  in  the  elementary 
schools,  and  it  forms  a  very  large  and  a  very 
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essential  part  of  the  education  of  children  i& 
Great  Britain,  Italy,  and  Belgium.  I  bolievs 
all  these  five  countries  are  enlightened  couB- 
tries  that  we  may  well  take  a  lesson  from.  It 
has  been  argued  this  evening  that  by  allowing 
the  Bible  to  be  read  in  the  schools  we  open  the 
door  to  denominationalism.  I  totally  and  en- 
tirely deny  that  it  opens  the  door  to  denomina- 
tionalism at  all ;  and  I,  for  one,  would  be  the 
first  to  resist  any  attempt  at  denominational 
education.  It  does  not,  in  my  opinion,  open 
the  door  to  any  denomination.  Hy  honourable 
friend  the  member  for  Bangitikei  said  he  is  a 
Democrat,  demanding  that  the  Bible  shall  bo 
read  in  the  schools ;  and  my  honourable  friend 
the  member  for  the  Bay  of  Islands  said  that 
was  illogical.  If  Democracy  means  anything 
at  all,  it  means  that  the  majority  shall  rule  ; 
and  I  ask  members  of  this  House,  seeing  the 
petitions  that  have  been  put  on  that  table,  and 
reading — if  they  can  read  it — public  opinion, 
whether  the  majority  in  this  country  have  not 
demanded  that  the  Bible  shall  be  read  in  the 
schools. 

Hon.  Membkbs. — No. 

Mr.  ALLEN.— I  ask  those  who  say  "  No " 
to  travel  through  the  length  and  breadth  of 
the  land,  go  to  every  home,  to  every  parent, 
and  come  back  and  then  say  whether  or  not 
the  Democracy  has  demanded  tbat  this  Bill 
shall  pass.  I  say  they  will  be  convinced,  if 
there  is  any  conviction  in  them,  that  the  De- 
mocracy has  demanded  it.  Then,  let  me  ask, 
why  is  this  the  only  book — or  one  of  a  very 
few  books — excluded  from  the  public  schools  of 
the  colony  ?  What  does  that  mean  ?  To  my 
mind,  it  means  this  to  the  child 

Mr.  TAYLOB.  — Sir,  I  rise  to  a  point  of 
order,  and  to  ask  your  ruling  on  this :  I  under- 
stand the  honourable  gentleman  to  say  that  the 
present  education  system  does  not  provide  for 
religious  instruction,  that  the  schools  are  nob 
open  for  it  either  before  or  after  sohool-hours. 
I  think  the  honourable  gentleman  is  labouring 
under  some  misapprehension  in  the  way  he  is 
arguing  the  question. 

Mr.  SPEAKEB.  —  That  is  not  a  point  of 
order.  You  can  answer  any  arguments  you 
disagree  vrith  when  the  honourable  member 
has  finished  speaking. 

Mr.  ALLEN. — If  I  base  my  arguments  on 
false  grounds  the  honoturable  gentleman  will 
be  able  to  reply  to  them,  and  I  dare  say,  if  x 
had  an  opportunity  to  speak  again,  I  could 
upset  his  reply.  I  asked  why  the  Bible  is  the 
only  book,  or  nearly  the  only  one,  excluded 
from  the  schools.  Perhaps  that  touched  the 
honourable  gentleman,  and  he  did  not  like  to 
hear  it,  and  so  he  interrupted  me.  What  does 
the  special  exclusion  of  this  book  teach  the 
child?  It  must  teach  him  that  in  this  book 
there  is  something  be  ought  not  to  see  and 
ought  not  to  read. —  (No.)  —  I  say,  if  the 
book  is  kept  out  of  the  school,  it  must  be 
kept  out  for  some  reason.  And  what  is  the 
reason  ?  It  is  this :  that  the  child  ought 
not  to  have  it  read  to  him.  There  are  other 
books  of  every  kind  allowed ;  and  why  should 
this  one  be  debarred  ?    It  is  the  voice  of  the. 
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persistent  minoiity  ttying  to  overrulo  the  ma- 
jority. I  will  only  touch  on  one  other  ajgn- 
ment  that  has  been  used,  and  it  is  one  that  has 
been  used  with  some  force,  or  apparently  with 
Borae  force.  Some  honourable  gentlemen  have 
said  that  the  public  schools  are  no  place  in 
wliich  the  Bible  should  be  read,  or  in  which 
religious  instruction  should  be  given,  and 
that  the  home,  at  the  mother's  knee,  is  the 
place  where  the  child  should  receive  religious 
instruction.  I  am  quite  prepared  .  to  admit 
that  at  the  mother's  knee  is  the  place  where 
the  child  should  receive  religious  instruction ; 
but  I  must  modify  that  admission  by  this :  Is 
every  home  a  fit  place  for  a  child  to  receive  re- 
ligious instruction  7  Is  every  father  or  every 
mother  fit  to  impart  religious  instruction  ?  If 
tiiey  were  that  argument  would  be  one  of 
great  force.  But,  unfortunately,  there  are  men 
who  are  debased  by  crime,  who  ore  debased  by 
drunkenness,  who  are  debased  by  many  other 
evils  ;  and,  unfortunately,  too,  there  are  women 
who  must  be  put  in  the  same  category.  Are 
such  men  and  such  women  fit  to  impart  reli- 
gious instruction  to  their  children  ?  They  are 
not,  and  that  unfitness  is  found  not  only  among 
the  poor,  but  among  the  rich ;  and  I  say  that 
in  either  case,  either  amongst  the  rich  or 
amongst  the  poor,  in  such  cases  it  is  impos- 
sible in  the  home  at  the  mother's  knee  to 
impart  such  religious  instruction  as  ought  to 
be  imparted.  I  felt  compelled  to  rise  after 
the  speech  of  the  Hon.  the  Minister  of 
Education,  because  I  thought  he  spoke  with 
some  considerable  amount  of  authority,  and  I 
thought  some  one  should  reply  to  him  ;  and, 
having  attempted  to  do  so,  I  will  not  detain 
the  House  longer,  as  time  presses  and  there  is 
much  business  yet  to  do. 

Jlr.  FERGUS. — I  think  those  who  are  odvo- 
cating  Bible-reading  in  schools  are  assuming 
a  great  deal  more  than  the  facts  warrant,  and 
especially  do  I  think  my  honourable  friend  the 
member  for  Dunedin  East  assumed  a  great 
deal  more  than  he  was  warranted  in  assuming, 
when  he  said  that  the  majority  of  the  people 
of  Uie  colony  are  in  favour  of  the  introduction 
of  the  Bible  into  the  schools.  Does  the  honour- 
able gentleman  know  the  history  of  the  move- 
ment for  the  introduction  of  the  Bible  into 
the  schools,  or  tiie  action  which  was  taken  by 
the  Bible-in-schools  party?  The  honourable 
member  for  the  Taieri  and  myself  were  mem- 
bers of  the  Otago  Education  Board  some  years 
ago,  when  the  Bible-in-schools  party  sent  cir- 
colatB  to  all  the  parents  of  school  -  children 
throughout  Otcigo,  asking  whether  they  were  in 
favour  of  the  introduction  of  the  Bible  into  the 
schools  or  not.  What  was  the  result  ?  The 
great  bulk  of  the  people  declined  altogether  to 
send  replies.  Fifty  per  cent,  of  the  parents 
in  that  school-district  absolutely  declined  to 
answer  the  circular  at  all.  The  people  are  not 
in  favour  of  the  introduction  of  the  Bible  into 
the  schools;  and  I  will  give  the  reasons:  In 
the  first  place,  just  as  surely  as  you  introduce 
the  Bible  into  the  schools,  in  all  fairness  and 
instioe  you  must  grant  denominational  edu- 
cation. You  can  stop  nothing  short  of  that — 
Mr.  Alien 


that  is  the  logical  sequenoe— that  is  inevitable. 

Mr.  ALLEN.— No. 

Mr.  FEBQUS.— Then,  where  is  the  honour- 
able gentleman's  logic  and  his  desire  for  fair- 
play?  If  the  Bible  were  introduced  into  the 
schools  I,  for  one,  should  be  found  under  the 
banner  of  denominationalism.  A  great  many 
honourable  gentlemen  sa}[  thai  all  they  want 
is  simply  the  Bible  read  in  the  schools  with- 
out note  or  comment.  But  as  soon  as  that 
had  been  got  there  would  be  something  else 
they  would  want.  It  is  the  thin  end  of  the 
wedge  we  should  have  allowed  the  party  to  in- 
sert, and  they  would  soon  drive  it  right  home. 

An  Hon.  Membeb. — What  party  ? 

Mr.  FERGUS.— The  clerical  party.  Honour- 
able members  talk  about  the  petitions  sent,  and 
the  number  of  people  they  are  signed  by.  How 
are  these  things  managed?  Let  me  describe. 
This  Bible-in-schools  party  sent  round  the  cele- 
brated circular  I  have  referred  to  to  every 
parent.  Directly  after  the  circular  has  been 
received  round  goes  the  clergyman,  who  says 
to  the  good  wife,  "  Did  you  receive  the  circular 
about  Bible -reading  in  schools?"  "Yes." 
"What  are  you  going  to  do  with  it?"  "I 
don't  know."  "Oh,  the  Word  of  God  is  the 
most  precious  thing,  and  it  is  a  crying  shame 
it  should  be  debarred  from  the  public  schools. 
Fill  in  the  ajiswer,  and  send  it  to  the  secre- 
tary." And,  as  a  matter  of  course,  a  great 
many  of  them  did  so ;  and  it  comes  here 
as  the  voice  of  the  people.  If  the  people  of 
New  Zealand  want  one  thing  I  opine  that  it  is 
to  maintain  intact  and  inviolate  the  present 
system  of  education.  This  Bible-in-schools 
party  deliberatoly,  in  a  great  many  cases,  are 
playing  into  the  hands  of  the  enemies  of  otir 
present  system  of  education.  What  does  the 
whole  thing  arise  from?  Simply  from  the 
laziness  of  the  people  preventing  them  from 
teaching  the  religion  they  profess  to  believe. 
They  want,  in  other  words,  to  establish  a 
State  Church  in  New  Zealand. 

Hon.  Membebs.^ — No. 

Air.  FERGUS.— Yea.  You  want  to  establish 
a  State  Church.  Because  the  professors  of  re- 
ligion and  the  parents  are  incapable  of  doing 
what  they  should  do,  or  for  some  other  reason, 
they  wish  to  force  the  whole  of  the  duty  on  the 
State,  and  wont  the  State  to  teach  religion  to 
the  children.  And  what  would  be  the  result 
in  the  matter  of  teaching?  To  raise  up  re- 
ligious difierences  in  the  various  Committees, 
and  cause  strife  amongst  them  as  to  who  would 
have  the  appointment  of  the  teacher,  so  that 
their  peculiar  views  would  be  favoured.  And 
what  will  you  do?  You  will  be  doing  an  in- 
justice to  a  great  many  of  the  children  of  the 
colony.  It  means  another  thing.  We  have 
laid  it  down,  very  rightly,  I  think,  that  the 
State  shall  not  teach  in  reference  to  religious 
matters.  We  have  decided  that  we  shall  give 
secular  education,  but  not  religious  education. 
Now,  suppose  that  it  is  true,  as  the  honourable 
member  for  Dunedin  East  says,  though  I  do 
not  admit  it,  that  a  majority  of  the  people 
demand  this  religious  education  in  the  schools, 
and  you  pass  this  Bill,  then  you  are  infringing 
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the  rights  iuid  consciences  of  a  very  consider- 
able minority. 

Hon.  H2MBERS. — No. 

Mr.  PEKGUS.  —Yes;  o£  every  Jew,  every 
free-thinker,  every  man  who  does  not  believe 
in  all  the  tenets  contained  within  the  borders  of 
the  Old  and  Kew  Testaments.  And  you  are 
doing  more -than  that:  yon  are  inevitably 
breaking  down  the  system  which  has  grown  up 
nnder  our  hands — a  system  of  education  which 
is  conducive  to  morality,  as  all  education  is, 
because  we  know  that  since  the  free,  secular, 
and  compnlsory  system  has  been  established 
in  Victoria  crime  has  been  gradually  de- 
creasing— convictions  have  been  coming  down 
year  by  year ;  and,  when  we  reflect  that  of 
the  people  in  Victoria  considerably  more  than 
half  were  bom  in  that  colony,  it  cannot  be  as- 
serted that  the  reading  of  the  Bible  in  schools 
is  the  cause  of  that  improvement.  The 
same  thing  is  taking  place  in  New  Zealand. 
Odi  crime  is  decreasing  year  by  year,  the 
nninber  of  people  convicted  is  growing  less 
and  less,  and  our  present  system  of  education 
has  not  been  in  force  over  ten  years.  I  hope 
that  this  House  does  not  intend  to  pass  the 
Bill  of  the  honourable  member  for  the  Taieri. 
I  am  quite  certain  that  on  this  question  the 
Honse  is  absolutely  sound  at  heart.  I  am  per- 
fectly well  aware  that  the  country  is  sound  at 
heart  on  the  question  ;  and  I  am  bold  enough 
to  say  that,  if  the  only  issue  was  whether  we 
should  have  the  Bible  in  schools  or  denomina- 
tional education,  the  country  would  prefer  the 
latter;  but  by  an  enormous  majority  the 
people  would  say  that  the  present  system  of 
education  must  be  left  intact  and  inviolate.  I 
do  not  disparage  the  Bible  for  a  moment,  but 
its  true  place  is  in  the  church,  the  Sunday- 
school,  and,  most  of  all,  at  the  mother's  knee 
in  the  home. 

Mr.  TAYLOR.— I  think  the  honourable 
member  for  Dunedin  East,  though  he  is  not 
often  illogical,  was  quite  wide  of  the  mark. 
He  said  that  there  are  people  in  this  country, 
fathers  and  mothers,  who  are  not  capable  of 
teaching  their  children  religion,  and  then  he 
went  on  to  say  that  these  children  must  be 
taught  religion  in  the  State  schools.  Now,  that 
shows  that  this  is  simply  a  denominational 
"move."  I  say  it  is  not  at  all  necessary  that 
the  State  should  teach  these  children  religion, 
because  the  Act  provides  that  clergymen  may 
go  to  schools  an  hour  before  or  an  hour  after 
school-hoars  to  teach  the  children  religion. 
Now,  if  these  gentlemen  were  sincere  they 
would  take  advantage  of  these  hours  to  go  and 
teach  the  children  religion,  to  teach  them  what 
they  believe  in.  I  listened  with  pleeisure  to  the 
speech  of  the  honourable  member  for  the  Bay  of 
Islands,  in  which  he  told  us  the  result  of  having 
chapters  of  the  Bible  set  before  him  to  learn 
when  he  was  young ;  because  his  experience  has 
confirmed  my  impressions.  About  four  months 
ago  I  mat  two  or  three  aged  men  in  Christ- 
church,  and  I  asked  them  what  they  thought 
of  Bible-reading  in  schools.  I  asked  them  this 
question:  "In  your  young  days  was  it  cus- 
tomary to  start  from  Genesis  and  go  right 


through  the  book  ?  "  They  said  it  was,  and 
that  the  result  was  that  they  used  to  dread 
coming  on  to  jaw-breaking  names ;  but  that, 
speaking  conscientiously,  they  could  say  that 
reading  the  Bible  in  that  way  did  them  no 
good,  but  rather  set  them  against  it.  And 
I  can  indorse  that  myself,  so  far  as  that  goes. 
Now,  I  ask  those  honourable  gentlemen  who 
wont  to  break  up  the  education  system  of  the 
country  to  come  down  boldly  and  say  so.  A 
member  of  this  House  has  told  me  that  that 
is  the  object  he  has  in  view.  He  said,  "  We 
want  to  get  the  first  spike  into  the  system,  and 
then  we  will  get  another  in,  and  so  break  it 
up  altogether."  Well,  as  long  as  I  am  in  this 
House  I  will  fight  against  that,  and  in  favour 
of  our  present  free  and  secular  system.  "  Free," 
so  called;  but  I  entirely  deny  that  it  is  free 
in  any  sense  of  the  term.  The  working-men 
of  the  country  contribute  through  the  Customs 
and  in  other  ways  towards  the  general  taxation, 
and  pay  for  every  iota  of  education  that  they 
get.  They  pay  for  it,  and  it  is  monstrous  to  talk 
of  it  as  if  the  people  were  educated  under  it  as 
paupers.  I  cannot  tolerate  that  for  a  moment. 
I  have  great  respect  for  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  the  Taieri,  and  I  believe  that  he  is 
moving  in  this  direction  not  from  any  desire 
for  popularity,  but  because  he  sincerely  thinks 
he  is  doing  right ;  but  I  would  ask  the  honour- 
able gentleman  to  consider  what  position  he  is 
placing  us  in.  Certainly  I  am  not  going  to  be 
a  party  to  bring  about  the  results  which  this 
Bill,  in  my  opinion,  would  bring  about.  I 
say  that  most  distinctly,  and  I  hope  honourable 
members  generally  will  take  the  same  view, 
and  that,  without  further  delay,  we  shall  reject 
this  Bill,  which  is  the  first  attempt  to  split  up 
our  system  of  education. 

Mr.  WITHY.— I  had  intended  to  give  a 
silent  vote  against  the  second  reading  of  this 
Bill,  but  it  appears  to  me  that  most  of 
the  speakers  have  missed  an  important  prin- 
ciple that  underlies  this  question  of  religious 
instruction  in  the  State  schools.  The  ques- 
tion as  it  presents  itself  to  my  mind  is  this  : 
Is  the  State  warranted  in  taxing  the  whole  of 
its  people  to  teach  the  religious  opinions  of  a 
section  7  The  Minister  of  Justice  touched  to 
some  extent  on  that  point,  but  did  not  put 
it  in  that  distinct  form  in  which  I  should  have 
liked  to  see  it  stated.  This  question  seems  to 
have  three  stages.  The  first  of  these  we  have 
before  us  to-night.  I  quite  believe  that  many 
honourable  members  who  approve  of  Bible- 
reading  in  schools  do  not  wish  to  go  any 
further  than  it  is  proposed  to  go  by  this  Bill. 
But  I  cannot  help  seemg  in  the  country — and 
the  discussion  here  to-night  has  shown  the 
same  thing — that  the  advocates  of  religious 
education  and  the  advocates  of  a  denomi- 
national system  of  education  are  with  those 
who  want  Bible-reading  in  schools,  and  I  am 
therefore  very  anxious  3iat  we  should  not  take 
the  first  step.  The  honourable  member  for 
Dunedin  East  spoke  about  the  character  of 
many  homes.  We  must  all  admit  what  he 
says,  and  deplore  it ;  but  I  say  that  that  is 
a  condition  of  afUuis  for  the  amelioration  of 
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which  the  State  cannot  usefully  intervene. 
Many  countries  have  found  that  the  absence 
of  general  knowledge  is  detrimental  to  the 
prosperity  of  the  State,  and  tends  to  create 
crime  and  wretchedness,  and  therefore  have 
decided  to  endeavour  to  ameliorate  the  con- 
dition of  the  people  by  educating  them.  So 
far  the  State  can  intervene  with  safety.  But  I 
maintain  that  this  question  of  morality  and  re- 
ligion is  one  into  which  the  State  cannot  enter. 
It  could  not  do  so  usefully ;  and  it  could  not 
do  so  justly,  because  of  the  principle  that  I 
have  laid  down.  I  did  not  intend  to  speak, 
and  am  not  going  to  weary  the  House ;  but 
I  must  just  say  that  there  is  one  rather 
pleasing  feature  of  the  discussion  which  de- 
serves notice.  The  honourable  member  for  the 
Northern  Maori  District  told  ns  the  other  day 
that  England  was  a  great  ooimtry  because  she 
had  railways  everywhere,  and  that  we  ought  to 
follow  her  example  ;  but  to-night  he  has  told  us 
that  she  is  great  because  of  the  Bible.  I  am 
glad  to  see  that  he  is  progressing,  and  I  believe 
ihat  he  ha.s  now  come  to  a  sound  conclusion. 

Mr.  DUNCAN. — I  have  only  a  few  words  to 
say  on  this  subject.  I  must  say  that  I  have  a 
great  deal  of  sympathy  with  the  mover  of  this 
Bill ;  and  I  should  very  much  like  to  see  the 
Bible  introduced  into  the  schools  if  it  could  be 
done  without  raising  what  is  known  as  "  feel- 
ing." I  have  presented  two  petitions  from  the 
district  from  which  I  come ;  but  I  know  that 
these  come  from  one  part,  from  one  section  of 
the  district.  The  district  generally,  I  believe, 
is  not  in  favour  of  this  Bill ;  and  that  is  where 
the  trouble  comes  in.  We  should  have  a  great 
deal  of  feeling  shown.  It  would  begin  with 
the  Committees.  There  would  be  an  attempt 
to  elect  Committees  in  favour  of  the  introduc- 
tion of  the  Bible  into  schools,  and  according  to 
some  religious  sect,  such  as  Presbyterians,  or 
Methodists,  or  Anglicans,  or  Catholics;  then 
there  would  be  an  attempt  to  get  men  who  would 
suit,  to  teach  in  the  durection  the  Committee 
wished.  We  have  been  told  by  the  member 
for  Duncdin  East,^  and  rightly  so,  that  there 
are  many  fathers  and  mothers  who  are  un- 
able to  give  religious  instruction  to  their  off- 
spring. But  are  there  not  many  teachers  in 
the  colony  who  would  be  unfit  to  give  reli- 
gious instruction  ?  I  think  a  majority  would 
not  be  likely  to  be  able  to  please  the  Commit- 
tees. That  is  my  opinion,  at  any  rate.  Now, 
I  will  go  one  point  further  and  state  that, 
if  the  honourable  gentleman  who  introduced 
this  Bill  is  prepared  to  vote  to  allow  the  capi- 
tation-grant to  Catholic  schools — I  mean  the 
schools  that  are  thrown  open  to  inspection,  and 
come  up  to  the  standard  of  the  other  schools 
of  the  colony — if  he  will  agree  that  they  should 
get  capitation -allowance,  I  will  go  with  him 
into  the  lobby :  but  I  want  him  to  state  that 
plainly  when  he  replies ;  if  he  does  not  do  so  I 
shall  be  compelled  to  vote  against  him.  The 
honourable  member  for  Dunedin  East,  when 
speaking,  said  that  he  was  the  very  man  to 
stand  out  against  denomin'ationalism ;  but  what 
does  he  want  to  do  but  to  introduce  a  deno- 
minational  system— a  denominational  system 
Mr.  WiiUy 


which  suits  himself,  and  none  besides?  Th« 
subject  has  been  very  well  debated  to-night,  aad 
as  honourable  members  are  probably  anxious 
to  vote,  I  will  not  say  more ;  but  I  certainly  do 
wish  the  honourable  gentleman  in  charge  of 
the  Bill  to  say  what  he  is  prepared  to  do  in  the 
direction  I  have  indicated.  If  he  goes  th» 
length  I  have  asked  him  to  go,  I  will  go  with 
him  on  the  second  reading  of  the  Bill ;  but  if 
not  I  shall  be  forced  to  go  into  the  other  lobby. 

Mr.  LEVESTAM.— It  was  asserted  by  the 
honourable  member  for  Dunedin  East  that  & 
majority  of  the  people  of  New  Zealand  were  in 
favour  of  Bible-reading  in  schools,  and,  when 
other  honourable  members  interjected  "  No," 
he  said,  "  Well,  let  them  go  through  the  length 
and  breadth  of  the  land;  let  them  visit  the 
homes  of  the  people,  and  when  they  come  back 
tell  me  that."  I  ask  him,  has  he  been  through 
the  length  and  breadth  of  the  country?  Has 
he  visited  the  homes  of  the  people  in  order  to 
support  his  opinion?  I  ask  him,  has  he 
examined  the  petitions  laid  on  the  table  of 
this  House  ?  For,  if  he  has,  he  will  see  that 
a  large  number  of  signatures  have  been  written 
by  the  same  hand.  Does  he  know  how  can- 
vassers go  about  ?  I  will  tell  him.  A  canvasser 
goes  to  a  house  and  obtains  the  signature  of  the 
head  of  the  household,  and  then  he  tells  him 
that  he  will  be  justified  in  putting  down  the 
signatures  of  his  wife  and  of  all  the  other 
members  of  the  household. 

Mr.  PULTON.— Will  the  honourable  gentle- 
man be  kind  enough  to  say  what  particular 
petition  he  refers  to,  or  where  it  came  from? 

Mr.  LEVESTAM.- 1  refer  to  petitions  that 
have  been  got  up  in  favour  of  Bible-reading 
in  schools. 

Mr.  FULTON.— Where? 

Mr.  LEVESTAM.— If  I  tell  that  I  shall  be 
breaking  confidence ;  but  I  can  assure  the 
honourable  gentleman — and  I  have  no  doubt 
he  will  accept  my  assurance  that  that  is  so — 
that  a  person  who  was  a  canvasser  acted  in  that 
manner. 

Mr.  PULTON.— If  the  honourable  gentle- 
man refers  to  the  Nelson  District  I  shall  be 
able  to  show  him  why  I  ask. 

Mr.  LEVESTAM.— I  think  I  should  be  break- 
ing faith  if  I  were  to  state  where  it  was,  but  I 
can  assure  him  that  that  occurred.  Then,  the 
honourable  gentlemsui  tells  us  that  this  will 
not  open  the  door  to  denominationalism.  He 
says  that  is  not  wanted.  Now,  I  hold  in  my 
hand  a  speech  delivered  at  the  opening  of  the 
Synod  at  Nelson  during  this  present  month, 
and  will  tell  him  what  the  Bishop  of  Nelson 
says : — 

"I  hope  we  shall,  without  delay,  send  our 
petition  to  the  Houses  of  Legislature,  in  what- 
ever form  it  seems  best  to  you  to  frame  it.  We 
must  watch  the  proceedings  narrowly,  lest  we 
have  a  permission  for  religious  instruction  given 
in  such  a  form  that,  by  the  use  of  the  word 
■  non-controversial,'  the  reading  of  the  Word  of 
Qod  itself  shall  be  excluded,  as  was  the  case 
in  the  former  Nelson  Provincial  Act.  The 
simplest  course  of  all  would  be  to  add  a 
clause  to  this  efieot :   '  The   Bible,   and  in- 
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atraotion  thereon,  may  be  given  in  the  public 
aohools  at  the  option  of  the  local  Committee ;' 
^d  this  farther  proposal :  that,  where  fifteen 
01  twenty  heads  of  families  desire  it,  they  may 
have  a  capitation -grant  given  to  them,  pro- 
vided the  scholars  satisfy  the  examinations  of 
the  Qovemment  Inspector." 

la  not  that  controverting  what  the  honour- 
able gentleman  here  asks?  Bible-reading  in 
schools  would  not  satisfy  the  clergy,  and  it 
would  not  satisfy  those  who  are  agitating  for  it. 
Ko,  what  they  want  is  denominationalism ;  and 
what  would  be  the  effect  of  that  ?  It  would 
simply  mean  the  breaking-up  of  the  whole  sys- 
tem of  education.  The  Bishop  of  Nelson  actu- 
ally asks  that,  where  fifteen  or  twenty  heads 
of  families  require  it,  they  should  have  the  capi- 
tation-grant. If  yon  take  a  country  school, 
and  from  the  school  take  the  children  from 
fifteen  families,  how  many  would  be  left  for  the 
State  teacher  ?  The  inevitable  effect  of  pass- 
ing snoh  a  Bill  as  this  would  be  to  break  up 
the  educational  system. 

An  Hon.  Meubeb. — No. 

Mr.  LEVESTAM.  — My  honourable  friend 
says,  "No."  He  is  welcome  to  his  opinion  ;  but 
I  think  I  have  the  argument  altogether  on  my 
side.  If  a  number  of  parties  of  families  took 
away  their  children  from  a  country  school  I  do 
not  think  there  would  be  many  pupils  left  for 
the  State  school-teacher. 

An  Hon.  Meubeb. — That  is  denominational 
schools. 

Mr.  LEVESTAM.— I  do  not  know  if  the 
honourable  gentleman  is  hard  of  hearing,  but 
X  am  speaking  against  denominationalism ;  and 
I  say  that  wherever  it  is  introduced  it  will 
breckk  up  our  school  system ;  and  I  say  that  is 
what  is  asked  for  by  this  Bill,  and  in  proof  of 
that  I  refer  to  what  I  have  just  read  from  the 
speech  of  the  Bishop  of  Nelson.  The  Bishop 
of  Nelson  lays  great  stress  upon  the  fact  that 
they  did  not  make  it  a  party  question  or  a 
sine  qud  rum  at  the  last  general  election,  and 
he  lays  it  down  that  it  should  be  so  treated  at 
the  next  general  election;  and  yet  he  says, 
later  on,  "  Well,  preaching  cannot  teach  them, 
for  God  preaches  to  them  in  His  Word,  which 
they  profess  to  acknowledge,  and  they  hearken 
not.  There  is  nothing  left  but  prayer."  There 
is  no  doubt  that  the  clergy  are  very  much  in- 
terested in  bringing  forward  this  Bill  and  in 
getting  it  carried ;  but  there  are  also  other 
people  who  are  very  much  interested  in  passing 
this  Bill.  I  ask,  is  not  the  best  man  to  fight 
in  any  cause  the  one  who  has  the  subject  at 
heart  ?  And  yet  what  do  we  find  7  We  find 
leaflets  sent  broadcast  over  this  land  signed  by 
men  who,  to  add  weight  to  their  names,  have 
affixed  certain  mystic  letters  thereto :  "M.L.C." 
Why  was  that  done  7  We  have  been  told  that 
these  petitions  were  signed  right  through  the 
land.  And  how  were  they  signed  7  They  were 
signed,  as  my  honourable  friend  the  Minister  of 
Justice  told  as,  simply  because  people  were 
persnaded  into  it.  My  friends  from  the  other 
Bouse  have  also  sought  to  surround  the  thing 
with  a  lot  of  influence  on  those  who  perhaps 
have  not  the  education  or  knowledge  to  judge 


for  themselves.  What  would  their  names  have 
been  worth  but  for  the  "  M.L.C."  7  Nothing. 
And  nobody  would  have  gone  to  the  trouble  of 
printing  it.  Why  did  they  not  ask  other  people 
who  had  not  "  M.L.C."  to  their  names  7  I  say 
they  tried  to  surround  this  matter  with  a  halo. 
And  if  they  were  so  earnest  why  do  we  not  find 
them  fighting  for  it  7  Why  did  they  not  resign 
their  seats  in  the  Council,  and  stand  against 
those  who  were  opposed  to  it  7  They  did  not 
do  that,  and  I  will  state  why.  My  opponent 
in  Nelson  stood  in  the  interests  of  a  Bill  of  this 
kind,  and  he  told  the  people  there  that  in  that 
district  alone  eight  hundred  people  had  signed 
in  favour  of  it ;  but  he  added,  "  Of  those,  only 
seven  voted  for  me ; "  and  he  ended  by  telling  the 
people  that  if  they  took  his  advice  they  would 
never  stand  on  tabat  ticket.  I  suppose  they 
have  had  similar  experiences  elsewhere,  and 
so,  though  they  were  willing  to  urge  others  to 
fight  in  a  cause  they  knew  was  hopeless,  they 
had  not  the  courage  to  leave  their  places  of 
security  and  come  and  fight  for  that  whioh 
they  contended  to  be  right.  We  have  been  told 
by  a  good  many  that  it  is  the  duty  of  the 
Oovemment  to  teach  religion  in  schools 

An  Hon.  Mehbeb. — No. 

Mr.  LEVESTAM.  — My  honourable  friend 
tells  us  so.  He  told  us  that  prayers  were  read 
here  every  day,  and  that  we  thus  acknowledged 
that  religion  should  be  taught.  But  I  ask  him, 
is  this  Assembly  better  than  any  other  Assembly 
where  no  prayers  are  read  7  Are  the  proceedings 
we  have  witnessed  in  this  House  time  after 
time  such  that  we  can  claim  that  the  prayers 
to  which  we  have  listened  have  done  any  good, 
or  that  we  are  better  than  other  men?  He 
tells  us  there  is  great  virtue  in  this  prayer.  I 
ask,  where  is  the  proof  of  that  virtue  7  We  are 
told  that  the  duty  of  the  Government  is  to  teach 
religion  in  schools.  I  take  objection  to  that. 
All  government  is  for  the  good  of  mankind.  I 
will  admit  at  once  that  that  varies  in  different 
places  and  under  different  circumstances ;  but 
I  think  we  may  safely  say  that  the  good  of 
mankind  is  the  greatest  amount  of  happi- 
ness to  all  men  which  they  can  possibly 
have  without  encroaching  upon  the  happi- 
ness of  other  people.  And  I  ask  my  honour- 
able friend,  is  it  possible  to  give  those  who 
wish  this  Bill  to  become  law  what  they  want 
without  trespassing  upon  the  happiness  of 
others?  Must  we  not  all  admit  that  if  we 
teach  in  schools  this  religion — the  Bible  which 
we  are  asked  to  introduce  —  we  are  taking 
away  happiness  from  those  who  do  not  believe 
in  the  Bible?  —  (No.) — My  honourable  friend 
says  "  No."  There  are  a  number  of  Catholics 
in  this  country  who  do  not  believe  in  having 
the  Bible  taught  in  the  schools;  and  to  my 
miud  the  introduotion  of  the  Bible  in  schools 
would  compel  the  Catholics  to  pay  for  that 
in  which  they  could  not  participate.  I  ask, 
is  it  happiness  to  the  honourable  gentleman 
to  pay  for  that  which  he  cannot  enjoy  or 
whioh  he  cannot  have  7  Then  I  say  that  by 
passing  this  Bill  we  are  encroaching  upon  the 
happiness  of  others  by  taking  away  from  them 
that  which  we  have  no  right  to  take  away.    So 
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long  aa  -we  leave  the  education  system  intact, 
as  it  is  now,  all  caoi  enjoy  the  same  privileges. 
We  teach  no  religion,  enforce  no  creed,  oat 
simply  give  a  good  sound  education.  It  has 
been  urged  by  the  honourable  member  for 
Dunedin  East  that  there  are  some  families 
ivhere  the  father  and  mother  are  unfit  to  teach 
religion  to  their  children.  How  do  the  Catho- 
lics do  in  that  respect  ?  I  know,  and  he  knows, 
that  there  are  as  many  Catholics  unfit  to 
teach  religion  to  their  children  as  there  are 
unfit  Protestants.  But,  if  the  parents  do  not 
teach  religion  to  the  children,  the  priests  do. 
They  visit  the  home  and  the  school,  and 
teach  religion.  But  do  the  clergymen  who 
are  so  urgently  in  favour  of  this  Bill  take  the 
same  trouble  as  the  Catholics  take  ?  No,  they 
do  not.  I  know  of  an  old  lady  in  Nelson  who 
has  been  attending  church  regularly  for  over 
thirty  years.  At  last  she  was  stricken  with 
blindness,  and  had  to  undergo  an  operation. 
The  clergyman  who  had  seen  her  under  his 
pulpit  for  thirty  years  knew  that  she  was  in 
trouble,  bodily  and  mentally ;  but  did  he  go  to 
see  her  7  No,  he  never  went ;  and  when  I  was 
waited  upon  by  a  clergyman  and  asked  by 
him  to  pledge  myself  to  support  this  Bill  I 
told  him  I  should  not  do  so.  I  told  him  my 
experience  of  the  case  I  have  just  been  men- 
tioning, and  he  said,  "  I  stand  self-convicted." 
That  is  seven  months  ago,  and  yet  since  then 
he  has  never  been  near  the  old  lady.  That  is 
very  wrong,  and  I  simply  mention  it  to  show 
the  sincerity  of  those  people  who  coll  for  a 
Bill  of  this  kind.  We  were  told — I  think  by  the 
honourable  member  for  Hawke's  Bay — that  if 
we  had  this  Bill  children  could  be  taught  re- 
ligion after  school-hours,  and  that  only  those 
would  remain  who  went  to  Sunday-school. 
Has  he  ever  looked  at  the  statistics  we  pub- 
lished in  1S86  ?  and  have  all  those  honourable 
gentlemen  who  are  in  favour  of  this  Bill,  and 
who  tell  us  that  the  children  of  this  colony  ore 
not  taught  religion — have  they  perused  these 
statistics  ?  If  they  do  they  will  find  that  90  per 
cent,  of  the  children  attend  Sunday-school. 
Therefore,  if  it  is  admitted  that  a  certain  per- 
centage absent  themselves  on  conscientious 
grounds,  all  the  children  practically  are  taught 
religion.  We  are  told  that  the  moral  tone  of 
the  children  must  necessarily  fall  very  low  in 
those  countries  where  religion  is  not  taught.  I 
ask  the  honourable  member  for  Dunedin  East 
if  he  remembers  an  address  delivered  by  Bishop 
Kevin  in  Dunedin  some  months  ago,  and  the 
reply  that  was  made  to  his  Lordship's  state- 
ment. Was  it  not  shown  that,  although  in  New 
Zealand  religion  was  not  taught  in  the  schools, 
the  children  were  morally  of  a  higher  standard 
than  those  of  a  neighbouring  colony  where  re- 
ligion is  taught,  and  that  the  children  of  New 
Zealand  occupied  a  higher  moral  standard 
than  the  children  of  almost  any  other  country? 
We  are  told,  again,  that  the  State  is  very  un- 
mindful of  its  duties  in  that  respect.  Does  my 
honourable  friend  know  the  value  of  the  re- 
serves that  religious  bodies  hold  ?  Why,  they 
amount  in  value  to  £877,287.  I  am  leaving  out 
the  odd  shillings  and  pence.  That  he  will  find 
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in  the  Bine  Books.  Besides  that  they  hold 
other  endowments  purely  for  educational  par- 
poses.  If  he  takes  against  that  the  reserves  that 
are  held  by  educational  bodies  he  will  find  that 
they  are  under  £624,718.  The  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Thorndon  told  us  that  where  religion  is 
not  taught  crime  among  children  is  very  much, 
greater.  That  point  has  been  answered  by  those 
gentlemen  who  replied  to  Bishop  Nevill's  b<1- 
dress.  What  is  asked  by  this  Bill  is,  that  the 
Bible  should  be  read  without  comment.  Now, 
what  will  be  the  effect  of  that  ?  Would  it  give 
secular  knowledge  or  religious  instruction  ? 
I  think  it  would  do  neither.  They  would 
be  worse  ofi  than  they  are  now.  It  will  be  ad- 
mitted that  the  Bible  is  unintelligible  to  many 
persons  even  of  intellect ;  but  to  young  child- 
ren the  Bible  must  be  unintelligible.  There- 
fore, if  it  were  read  in  the  schools  the  only  effect 
it  would  have  would  be  to  give  them  secular  in- 
struction. Does  my  honourable  friend  believe 
that  a  child  would  not  profit  more  if  it  takes  an 
interest  in  what  is  read  than  by  simply  droning 
words  over  that  are  unintelligible  to  it  ?  If  yon 
take  a  little  story  that  is  interesting  to  the 
mind  of  the  child,  and  give  that  to  the  class 
to  read,  will  not  the  whole  class  follow  the  one 
who  is  reading,  and  understand  it,  and,  when 
another  child  is  called  upon  to  take  it  up  to 
read,  will  he  not  know  exactly  where  the  first 
left  off  ?  But  if  it  were  the  Bible  they  would 
not  understand  it,  and,  instead  of  looking  upon 
their  book,  they  would  look  elsewhere,  and 
would  not  profit  much  by  their  lesson ;  so  that, 
as  far  as  reading  is  concerned,  they  would  profit 
very  little.  As  regards  religion,  it  will  be  gene- 
rally admitted  that  the  reading  of  the  Bible 
alone  would  give  very  little  knowledge  of  re- 
ligion. But  what  would  be  the  probable  con- 
sequence? It  would  be  this:  that,  whereas 
now  90  percent,  of  the  children  attend  Sunday- 
school,  the  percentage  would  fall  very  low  in- 
deed, because  the  parents  would  say,  "Oht 
you  need  not  go  to  Sunday-school  to-day  be- 
cause you  are  taught  religion  in  school." 
Therefore  I  take  it  that  to  pass  this  Bill  would 
do  no  good,  either  as  fat  as  religion  is  con- 
cerned or  in  any  other  way.  The  honourable 
member  for  Dunedin  East  said,  "  Is  it  likely 
a  child  will  stop  even  to  hear  the  Word  of  God 
when  other  children  go  to  play  ?  "  Is  it  likely 
that  any  child  would  stay  in  school  if  it  were 
not  compelled  to  do  so  7  If  the  parents  say, 
"  You  shall  go  and  learn  so-and-so,"  the 
child  must  learn  it.  Are  there  not  children 
who  are  compelled  to  learn  music  after  school- 
hours  ?  Are  they  asked  whether  they  are  de- 
sirous of  learning  music  or  anything  olse  ? 
No ;  they  are  told  they  must  learn  it.  And  if 
parents  aro  desirous  that  their  children  shsJl 
learn  religion  they  will  compel  them  to  learn 
religion.  The  honourable  member  for  Dunedin 
East  says,  "It  is  the  voice  of  the  minority 
which  rtiles  over  the  majority  by  keeping  out 
that  book."  I  always  understand  that  in  as- 
semblies of  this  kind  the  majority  rules.  If  a 
majority  in  this  House  were  in  ^vour  of  this 
Bill,  no  minority  oould  keep  it  out.  If  the 
majority  of  the  people  had  been  in  favour  of 
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this  Bill,  the  ma]'ority  of  the  people  woald  have 
sent  lepresentatives  here  to  support  this  Bill. 
A  {ew  years  ago  an  election  contest  took  plaoe 
in  Kelson  between  two  men,  one  of  them  in 
faTOOT  of  denominational  education,  and  the 
other  not :  and  the  man  who  lost  was  by  far 
the  more  popular  man — he  was  liked  by  every- 
body ;  bat  just  upon  that  point  he  was  beaten, 
and  beaben  very  badly  indeed.  He  had  the 
same  experience  as  my  friend  who  opposed  me 
this  time.  He  said  eight  hundred  signed  the 
petition,  and  only  seven  voted  for  him.  The 
contention  which  has  been  advanced,  that  if 
this  Bill  is  passed  it  will  not  lead  to  denomina- 
tionalism,  is,  in  the  face  of  this  speech  de- 
livered by  Bishop  Snter  in  Nelson  on  the  3rd 
of  this  month,  quite  contemptible.  I  agree 
with  the  Alinister  of  Justice ;  and  if  this  Bill 
is  passed  I  should  consider  it  my  duty  at  once 
to  vote  for  a  Bill  to  give  aid  to  Catholics.  I 
think  every  one  who  has  any  sense  of  justice 
woald  do  the  same  thing.  I  hold  the  opinion 
that  if  wo  pass  such  a  Bill  as  this  our  educa- 
tional system  will  inevitably  be  broken  up.  I 
consider  it  my  duty  to  vote  against  this  Bill. 
I  have  always  spoken  and  voted  against  it,  and 
will  do  EO  as  long  as  I  have  the  honour  of  a  seat 
in  this  House.  I  have  never  concealed  my 
opinion  in  that  respect.  I  have  always  given 
it  straight,  and  have  told  the  people  that  I 
should  not  support  the  measure  ;  and  I  shall 
not  be  breaking  faith  by  opposing  it. 

Mr.  GBIMMOND. — I  rise  simply  to  remind 
the  House  of  the  position  in  which  education 
matters  ore  at  the  present  moment.  We  know 
that  it  is  proposed  from  the  Government 
benches  to  reduce  the  amount  of  capitation 
granted  to  the  Education  Department  for  the 
present  year,  and,  in  the  face  of  that  fact  the 
introduction  of  this  Bill  will  deal  a  blow  at 
our  education  system  when  it  occupies  a  very 
crippled  and  unfortunate  position.  Kvery 
person  interested  in  education  in  New  Zealand 
should  be  united;  but  by  the  introduction  of 
this  Bill  you  will  introduce — let  its  advocates 
say  what  they  will — the  element  of  discord.  In 
that  part  of  the  country  from  which  I  come  the 
people  arc  very  much  united  in  regard  to  the 
education  question ;  but  if  you  introduce  this 
religious  element  you  will  introduce  an  element 
of  discord,  and  we  shall  wcakei^  the  system 
that  we  have  worked  up  to  such  a  state  of  pro- 
ficiency. I  have  a  very  great  amount  of  respect 
for  those  who  have  promoted  this  measure,  and 
I  also  believe  that  religious  teaching  would  do 
good ;  but  I  hold  that  the  State  has  no  right 
to  interfere  or  deal  with  religion  at  all.  It  has 
been  stated  that  this  question  was  submitted 
to  the  electors  at  the  last  election.  The  elec- 
tors of  this  colony  have  been  lulled  into  a  state 
of  security ;  they  believed  that  the  education 
system  had  such  a  hold  on  the  people  that  the 
question  of  whether  the  Bible  should  bo  read  in 
schools  ot  not  did  not  afiect  the  election  at  all. 
It  has  also  been  said  that  the  Bible  is  debarred 
from  the  schools.  It  is  debarred  during  the 
time  that  secular  education  is*  taught ;  and 
lif^tly  so,  because  it  introduces  into  tlie  schools 
an  element  of  discoid  which  I  hope  will  be  kept 


out.  I  have  really  nothing  more  to  say,  except 
that  I  hope  and  sincerely  believe  that  this  Bill 
will  not  pass.  I  should  like  to  move  an  amend- 
ment that  the  Bill  be  read  a  second  time  this 
day  six  months,  but  I  see  my  object  will  be 
attained  without  that  step.  As  it  is,  I  shall  vote 
against  the  Bill. 

Mr.  W.  P.  BEEVES.— I  hardly  expect  much 
profit  from  the  amo::  it  of  time  that  has  been 
spent  in  discussing  this  question.  I  do  not 
say  this  is  not  a  very  large  and  important  ques- 
tion ;  but  the  point  is,  whether  it  is  in  place 
here,  and  whether  this  is  the  time  to  discuss 
it.  This  House  is  not  a  debating  society 
or  a  Young  Men's  Christian  Association ;  if  it 
were  a  body  of  that  kind  no  doubt  this  matter 
would  be  extremely  useful  and  important  to 
discuss.  But  we  come  here  to  do  practical 
work,  and  not  to  listen  to  manifestoes  or  the 
blowing-ofi  of  steam ;  and  this,  I  take  it,  is 
really  a  manifesto.  There  is  no  chance  of 
altering  our  education  system  in  the  way  the 
honourable  member  for  the  Taieri  proposes, 
and  he  knows  there  is  no  chance  of  doing 
it  ;  this  House  knows  it,  and  the  country 
knows  it;  and  therefore  why  should  the  honour- 
able member  occupy  evenings  in  threshing  out 
a  question  which  has  been  so  often  threshed 
out  already  ?  There  are  only  two  reasons  why 
the  House  should  spend  time  in  debating  a 
question:  one  is  that  the  matter  is  on  entire 
novelty,  when  the  matter  wants  to  be  brought 
before  the  public,  and  have  excitement  caused 
over  it  for  the  benefit  of  public  opinion ;  and 
the  other  is  that  it  is  a  matter  that  has  been 
threshed  out  in  the  country,  on  which  the 
people  have  made  up  their  minds,  and  which 
they  wish  to  be  discussed  by  this  House  and 
dealt  with.  I  do  not  think  these  reasons  con 
be  urged  in  favour  of  the  present  disous- 
sion.  Ooodness  knows  tliis  matter  is  not  a 
novelty!  It  has  been  discussed  and  talked 
over  and  fought  over  year  after  year  and  ses- 
sion after  session.  There  is  hardly  au  intelli- 
gent man  in  the  country  who  has  not  thought 
over  it,  and  who  ought  not  to  have  been  able  to 
make  up  his  mind  about  it  by  this  time,  if  he 
has  not  made  np  his  mind.  I  believe  there  is 
not  a  member  of  the  House  who  has  not  made 
up  his  mind  about  it,  and  therefore  the  argu- 
ment of  novelty  does  not  apply  so  far  as  the 
House  is  concerned ;  nor  can  we  say  that  the 
majority  of  the  people  demand  that  it  should 
be  discussed  by  this  House.  But  it  is  not  a 
little  question,  or  a  matter  which  the  House 
has  to  take  up  irrespective  of  a  united  demand 
on  the  part  of  the  country ;  it  is  a  very  big 
matter  indeed,  and  it  is  certainly  something 
which  ought  not  to  be  touched  unless  a  great 
majority  of  the  people  have  mode  up  their 
mind  and  say  very  plainly  that  it  should  be 
touched.  I  maintain  that  the  majority  of  the 
people  have  not  expressed  any  demand  that 
this  matter  should  be  touched.  If  they  had 
they  would  soon  send  men  to  the  House  pledged 
to  do  it — most  undoubtedly  so.  On  great  ques- 
tions the  public  do  exercise  their  power  plainly 
enough,  though  not  on  minor  questions.  Ad- 
vocates of  Bible-teading  in  schools  have  their 
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proper  place  for  the  argument  of  these  ques- 
tions, and  that  is  in  the  country  and  not  in  this 
House.  They  should  go  to  their  constituents 
first,  and  not  come  here.  Let  them  first  con- 
vert the  constituencies  by  fair  argument  to 
their  own  way  61  looking  at  this  matter,  and 
let  them  then  come  to  this  House  and  carry 
this  great  resolution.  I  do  not  believe  the 
majority  of  people  believe  in  the  reading  of  the 
Bible  in  schools.  I  do  not  believe  they  want 
any  change  in  that  direction  in  the  present 
system,  because  when  we  look  at  the  religious 
people,  the  advocates  of  Bible-reading  in  schools, 
what  do  we  see  ?  We  see  that  they  are  not  at 
all  united  in  the  matter.  They  cannot  come 
here  and  tell  us  what  they  want.  When 
the  religious  bodies  have  mode  up  their 
mind  on  some  common  platform,  and  when 
they  have  gone  to  the  country  and  can  tell 
this  House  what  they  want,  I  am  certain  they 
will  get  what  they  want.  So  far,  they  have  not 
4one  that;  and  until  they  do  I  do  not  think 
they  will  get  anything, — which  is  what  some 
of  them  want,  and  what  some  of  them  do  not 
want.  I  do  not  think  they  will  get  what 
Catholics  do  not  want  and  Presbyterians  want, 
or  what  the  Wesleyans  want  and  the  Ghurch-of- 
Bngland  people  do  not  wont ;  bat  when  once  they 
oan  make  up  their  minds  on  some  compromise, 
on  some  common  demand  from  the  country, 
then  I  believe  they  will  get  that.  I  think  the 
task  which  the  honourable  member  for  the 
Taieri  and  his  friends  should  set  themselves 
about  to  accomplish  first  is  to  convert  the  con- 
stituencies, and  then  let  them  carry  their  point. 
Until  they  have  converted  the  constituencies 
their  labour  here  is  only  waste  of  time.  I  hope 
that,  when  they  do  set  themselves  to  this  task, 
they  will  confine  themselves  to  fair  and  reason- 
able arguments,  because  I  do  not  think,  with 
all  due  respect  to  the  honourable  gentlemen, 
that  all  the  arguments  they  have  employed  are 
fair  ones.  I  do  not  think  it  is  fair  to  make  out 
that  the  colony  is  going  down  and  down  on  the 
descending  path  of  crime,  when  we  know  per- 
fectly well  that  it  is  doing  nothing  of  the  kind, 
and  that  there  is  not  on  the  whole  a  more  moral 
and  religious  colony.  And  it  is  not  fair  to  take 
away  the  character  of  the  rising  generation  by 
making  such  unfounded  and  exaggerated  de- 
clarations, which  are  so  recklessly  put  forward. 
It  degrades  the  rising  generation  of  this  colony, 
and  degrades  them  not  only  in  the  eyes  of  the 
world,  but  also  in  their  own  eyes.  I  hate  larri- 
kinism  as  much  as  anybody ;  I  do  not  think  any- 
body would  deny  that  larnkins  are  the  greatest 
nuisances  possible  ;  but  if  he  looks  around  he 
must  admit  that  this  is  not  a  country  that  is 
distinguished  by  that  nuisance.  There  are  boys 
who  march  about  three  or  four  abreast,  or  stand 
at  the  corner  of  a  street,  and  talk  in  a  loud  tone 
of  voice  for  ton  minutes  or  so,  and  do  not  laugh 
in  a  way  that  one  would  laugh  in  a  lady's  draw- 
ing-room ;  and  we  are  told  that  these  are  larri- 
kins. Should  they  see  boys  playing  cricket  hit  a 
cricket-ball  into  a  garden,  and  perhaps  break  a 
pane  of  glass,  or  boys  smoking  cigars  which 
make  them  sick,  then  they  cry  out  that  larri- 
Unism  is  on  the  increase.  I  maintaia  that  the 
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lads  of  this  colony  are  as  well  behaved  as  May 
lads  in  any  country  of  the  British  Empire.  I  am 
a  young  New-Zealander  myself,  and  I  feel  very 
strongly  the  slander  which  has  been  cast  upon 
New-Zealanders  by  honourable  gentlemen  wlio 
in  their  wish  to  attack  the  State  system  <A 
education  think  that  the  end  justifies  the 
means.  However  good  their  end  may  be,  it 
does  not  justify  taking  away  the  character  of 
the  colony's  children.  That  is  what  I  have  to 
say  on  the  main  question.  Before  I  sit  down  I 
should  like  to  appeal  to  this  House  not  to  pio- 
long  this  debate 

Hon.  Meubeks. — Oh,  oh  I 

Mr.  W.  P.  REEVES.— I  do  not  think  I  have 
made  such  a  terribly  long  speech  that  I  am  not 
entitled  to  say  that.  I  would  bring  to  the  recol- 
lection of  this  House  a  very  ancient  proverb 
which  says,  "  The  devil  can  quote  Scripture  for 
his  purpose."  I  can  suggest  a  slight  alteration 
on  that,  which  would  perhaps  be  not  inappro- 
priate to  the  proceedings  this  evening:  "The 
devil's  own  can  talk  Bible-reading  in  schools  for 
their  purpose."  I  think  the  honourable  gentle- 
men belonging  to  the  legal  profession  may  pos- 
sibly be  incliucd  to  prolong  this  debate  for  their 
particular  purpose.  I  would  say  to  those  who 
are  in  favour  of  Bible-reading  in  schools,  "  Do 
not  play  into  the  hands  of  those  who  may  pos- 
sibly be  prolonging  this  debate  for  reasons  of 
their  own." 

Dr.  FITCHETT.— I  am  astonished  to  hear 
the  remarkable  sentiments  expressed  by  the 
last  speaker  touching  "  the  devil's  own."  This 
debate  has  been  on  the  boards  since  half -past 
seven  o'clock ;  it  is  now  more  than  half-past 
eleven;  and  I  think  I  am  the  first  member 
of  that  august  body  who  has  spoken.  Bat, 
leaving  aspersions  against  the  lawyers,  and 
coming  to  the  Bill  before  the  House,  I  have 
a  word  or  two  to  say.  As  I  understand  the 
matter,  at  the  bottom  of  the  whole  of  the 
objections  to  the  Bill  lies  the  conviction  that 
it  means  denominationalism  ;  and  we  have 
heard  a  great  deal  to-night  as  to  there  not  being 
grounds  for  suspecting  such  a  thing.  Indeed, 
the  honourable  member  who  moved  the  second 
reading  of  the  Bill  said  if  it  involved  any  peril 
to  the  present  system  of  education  he  himself 
would  oppose  hia  own  measure.  I  have  in  my 
hand  a  pamphlet  headed  "  Bible  in  Schools," 
which  t^e  honourable  gentleman  has  circulated 
with  the  view  of  assisting  the  passage  of  this 
Bill.  I  take  it,  then,  that  the  sentiments  con- 
tained in  this  book  ore  sentiments  which  he 
indorses ;  and  I  ask  the  House  to  listen  to  me 
while  I  refer  to  one  or  two  passages  in  the  book, 
and  I  ask  whether  those  passages  are  consistent 
with  the  present  system  of  education.  The 
pamphlet  consists  of  a  series  of  letters  and 
articles — of  letters  chiefly.  One  of  these  letters 
is  headed,  "The  Besponsibility  of  educating 
Children  rests  primarily  with  the  Parents,  not 
with  the  State."  I  ask  whether  that  is  not  a 
direct  attack  on  our  national  system  of  edu- 
cation. I  will  not  read  the  letter,  but  the 
heading  indicates  its  purport.  I  glance  down 
another  page,  and  find  these  words  :  "  Every 
district  should  be  obliged  to  support  its  own 
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•ehools  in  the  same  wny  as  it  sapj^rts  ita  own 
ohorehes."  Is  that  consistent  with  the  pre- 
sent system  ?  Then  again :  "1  oannot  see  why 
those  who  have  not  many  or  any  olive-branohes 
should  contribute  to  the  teaching  of  mine."  Is 
that  consistent  with  out  system  ?  Then,  I  find 
also  the  following : — 

"  The  responsibility  of  educating  children 
lests  primarily  upon  the  parents,  not  upon 
the  State.  .  .  .  The  expense  of  providing 
education  for  their  children  should  fall  pri- 
marily and  directly  upon  the  parents,  and  not 
upon  the  State  thiougn  the  medium  of  Educa- 
tion Boards.  .  .  .  It  is  a  bad  policy.  .  .  . 
Ocvemment  should  rather  call  upon  parents  to 
educate  their  own  chil^en." 

I  ask,  what  are  we  to  think  of  the  real  under- 
lying motives  of  the  gentlemen  who  support 
tSiis  Bill  by  a  pamphlet  such  as  that  ?  I  ask, 
ace  they  honestly  friendly  to  the  present  sys- 
tem? I  qaestionit.  One  honouraole  member 
pointed  out  that  at  the  Anglican  Synod  at 
Auckland  it  was  agreed  that  denominational- 
ism,  and  nothing  else  but  denominationalism, 
should  be  demanded.  To  my  own  knowledge, 
at  a  meeting  at  Dunedin  presided  over  by  the 
President  of  the  Bible-in-schools  Association, 
a  lecture  was  delivered  by  the  Anglican  Bishop 
of  Dunedin  in  which  he  openly  avowed  it,  and 
that  avowal  has  been  indorsed  by  the  Bishop  of 
Nelson,  I  am  told,  and  also  by  other  clergymen 
inOtago. 

ilr.  FULTON.— The  pamphlet  was  left  here 
by  a  gentleman  who  is  now  dead,  a  clergyman 
of  the  Church  of  England.  It  has  not  been 
issued  or  published  at  all  by  the  Bible-in-schools 
party ;  but  there  are  certain  things  in  it  with 
which  that  party  and  those  who  work  with 
them  agree — notably  the  speeches  delivered  by 
Sir  William  Fox  in  this  House,  and  the  Hon. 
Mr.  Menzies  in  the  Legislative  Council,  and 
aome  things  which  the  gentleman  who  compiled 
the  pamphlet  also  states  ;  but  we  do  not  hold 
ourselves  responsible  for  all  that  he  says. 

Dr.  FITCHETT.  —  It  is  very  extraordinary 
that  they  should  not  adopt  a  thing  which  they 
have  circulated.  This  pamphlet  has  been  put 
into  the  pigeon-hole  of  every  honourable  mem- 
ber for  the  purpose  of  this  debate.  Apart  from 
the  avowed  sentiments  of  those  honourable 
members  who  support  Bible-reading  in  schools, 
a  slight  examination  of  the  question  will  satisfy 
any  one  as  to  what  is  the  logical  outcome.  The 
Bill  is  asked  for  because  we  must  have  reli- 
gious teaching  in  schools.  If  that  is  so  we 
must  have  the  religious  teaching  of  one  sect 
and  have  a  State  Church,  or  we  must  allow  the 
religious  teaching  of  every  sect;  and  if  we  allow 
the  religious  teaching  of  every  sect  we  have 
nothing  more  or  less  than  denominationalism. 
li  the  various  creeds  could  define  a  common 
platform,  if  they  could  eliminate  all  discordant 
elements,  and  come  down  to  the  House  and 
ask  that  such-and-such  passages  in  the  Bible 
should  he  read,  then  they  might  have  a  stand- 
ing in  the  House ;  but  to  grant  Bible-reading 
in  schools  as  sought  in  this  Bill  would  be 
naither  more  nor  less  than  to  introduce  an 
i^^Ie  of  diacoid. 


An  Hon.  Hekbxb.— That  could  be  dealt  with 
in  Committee. 

Dr.  FITCHETT.— I  take  it  that  the  principle 
of  the  Bill  is  Bible-reading  in  schools,  and  uiis 
House  could  not  take  upon  itself  the  extra- 
ordinary function  of  deciding  what  particular 
portion  of  the  Bible  should  be  read.  There  is 
another  way  of  looking  at  it.  The  Bill  merely 
says  that  the  Bible  shall  be  read.  There  is 
an  ambiguity  there  —  it  may  be  read  either 
with  or  without  comment.  I  take  it  that  the 
words  of  the  Bill  are  quite  wide  enough  to 
admit  of  comment.  Some  honourable  gentle- 
men say, "  We  do  not  want  comment,"  and  some 
say,  "  We  do."  I  hold  that  if  the  Bible  is  read 
without  comment  it  will  be  a  positive  evil,  and 
nothing  else.  ^  To  read  the  Bible  without  com- 
ment must  injure  the  Bible  itself. 

An  Hon.  Meubsb.  —  It  cannot  injure  the 
Bible. 

Dr.  FITCHETT.- Well,  I  do  not  know.  In 
the  schools  every  book  except  the  Bible  would 
be  expounded  most  fully,  and  every  difficulty 
would  be  cleared  up  to  the  child ;  but  this 
book  he  could  ask  nothing  about :  and  can  the 
child  gather  any  other  sentiment  than  that 
of  disgust  towards  a  book  which  he  is  com- 
pelled to  read  but  cannot  understand?  I  say 
that  in  the  interests  of  the  Bible  itself  it 
should  not  be  read  in  the  way  this  Bill  con- 
templates. If  comment  is  to  be  given,  is  it 
to  be  a  mere  explanation  of  words  ?  That 
would  be  a  farce.  It  necessarily  involves  the 
teaching,  the  inculcating  and  expanding  of  the 
verses,  and  there  you  come  to  the  sectarian 
differences  ending  in  denominationalism.  It 
was  well  said  by  an  earlier  speaker  on  the  other 
side  that  religion  was  a  matter  af!ecting  the 
heart  rather  than  the  head.  Therefore  it  is,  I 
suppose,  why,  on  the  other  side,  we  have  had 
so  much  of  e^ortation  and  so  little  argument. 
The  honourable  gentleman  asks  us  to  pass 
the  Bill  because  of  the  way  religious  teach- 
ing has  worked  elsewhere,  and  he  instanced 
Germany  and  France.  The  illustrations  are 
not  conspicuously  h^^PPy-  T^^  ^^^  ^'^^  place, 
if  religious  instruction  is  given  in  German 
schools  without  causing  sectarian  difierences, 
he  forgets  that  there  is  only  one  Church  in 
Germany ;  and  it  was,  I  think,  the  Minister 
of  Defence  who  pointed  out  that  we  have  forty 
or  fifty  creeds,  each  of  which  is  entitled  to 
equEbl  recognition.  And,  further,  as  to  the 
moral  results  of  religious  education  in  schools, 
I  do  not  know  that  the  honourable  gentleman 
was  conspicuously  happy  in  the  example  he 
gave.  The  most  infidel  nation  on  the  face  of 
the  earth  is  Germany,  unless  it  be  France ; 
and  education  in  France  has  been  under 
religious  control  for  centuries.  It  has  been 
stated  that  it  is  the  duty  of  the  State  to  teaoh 
religion.  We  have  had  assertion  for  it,  but  we 
have  had  no  reason.  It  has  been  said  that, 
inasmuch  as  the  State  attends  to  physical 
training,  to  technical  training,  and  to  intel- 
lectual training  in  the  ordinary  school- work, 
therefore  it  is  the  duty  of  the  State  to  teaoh 
religion.  Now,  if  it  is  the  duty  of  the  State 
to  teaoh  religion,  the  State  must  decide  what 
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religion  it  shall  teaoh.  Here  we  have  a  State 
Ghuioh  at  once.  Then,  again,  why  should  it 
follow,  because  the  State  teaches  secular  sub- 
jects, that  therefore  it  should  teach  religion  ? 
Why  does  the  State  teach  secular  subjects  ? 
In  the  first  place,  because  ignorance  is  the 
mother  of  crime,  and  the  State  must  check 
crime ;  and,  in  the  second  place,  because, 
unless  we  teach  our  children,  our  young 
men  when  they  grow  up  will  not  be  able  to 
comi^te  on  level  terms  with  the  educated 
artisans  of  other  countries.  It  is  solely  for 
these  reasons,  and  not  for  any  moral  reason, 
that  the  State  gives  secular  teaching  to  its 
children.  Therefore  no  argiuaent  follows  from 
that  that  the  State  should  give  religious  teach- 
ing. Host  of  the  arguments  which  have  been 
urged  in  favour  of  Bible-reading  in  schools  have 
been  urged  on  false  grounds.  Glowing  pic- 
tures have  been  drawn  of  the  moral,  religious, 
and  intellectual  results  that  will  accrue  to  the 
nation  if  thi.4  Bill  be  passed.  A  moment's 
reflection  will  show  that  these  gentlemen 
have  in  their  minds  national  rigliteousness, 
not  Bible-reading  in  schools — a  very  dlSerenc 
thing.  The  present  law  is  that  for  two  hours 
in  the  morning  and  two  hours  in  the  afternoon 
secular  teaching  shall  be  given ;  the  Bill  pro- 
poses that  for  twenty  minutes  or  so  the  Bible 
shall  be  read,  the  two -hours  period  being 
broken  into  for  that  purpose.  Is  it  not  absurd 
to  say  that  such  gigantic  results  as  the  moral, 
religious,  and  intellectual  perfection  of  the 
nation  are  to  follow  from  so  trivial  a  cause? 
There  is  very  much  more  that  I  could  say  on 
this  subject ;  but,  as  there  are  many  honourable 
members  who  want  to  follow  me,  I  shall  not 
proceed  further. 

Sir  J.  VOGEL.— I  will  briefly  state  the  rea- 
sons wliich  lead  me  to  vote  as  I  am  about  to 
vote.*  Before  proceeding  to  those  reasons,  I 
should  like  to  say  a  word  with  respect  to  the 
statistics  referred  to  by  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Wakatipu.  I  am  afraid  that  honour- 
able gentleman  draws  much  too  favourable  de- 
ductions from  those  statistics  —  much  more 
favourable  deductions  than  he  is  entitled  to 
draw.  I  will  also  briefly  refer  to  one  of  the 
arguments  which  fell  from  the  honourable 
member  for  Dunedin  East.  He  argued,  and 
seemed  to  attach  great  weight  to  the  argument, 
that,  if  the  Bible  were  not  allowed  to  be  read 
in  schools,  the  children  would  conceive  the 
idea  that  it  was  not  a  good  book ;  and,  inferen- 
tially,  he  insinuated  that,  if  this  House  would 
not  allow  the  Bible  to  be  read  in  schools,  this 
Hoose  showed  also  that  its  opinion  was  that 
it  was  an  objectionable  book.  I  think  that  is 
a  very  shallow  argument.  He  might  just  as 
logically  say  that,  because  we  do  not  every  even- 
ing conclude  by  reading  a  page  or  a  chapter  of 
one  of  Dickens's  novels,  therefore  this  House 
considers  Dickens's  novels  objectionable  books. 
Sir,  it  may  be  because  honourable  members 
have  too  high  a  reverence  for  the  Bible  that 
they  object  to  its  being  trifled  with,  that  they 
object  to  its  being  read  in  schools  in  such  a 
manner  as  neither  to  do  justice  to  its  great 
and  solemn  truths  nor  be  of  advantage  to  the 
Dr.  Fitchett 


children.  Indeed,  they  might  go  farther  and  saiy 
that  under  such  reading  as  this  Bill  proposea 
the  children  might  be  taught  to  look  upon  the 
book  with  a  want  of  reverence.  And  so  it  is 
with  members  of  this  House.  It  is  not  to  be 
inferred,  because  they  do  not  agree  to  the  pro- 
posal that  the  Bible  should  be  read  for  twenty 
minutes  in  the  schools,  therefore  honourable 
gentlemen  do  not  becomingly  regard  the  Book 
of  Books.  And  now  I  will  say  a  few  words  as 
to  the  reasons  which  will  guide  me  in  voting 
this  evening.  I  deplore  as  much  as  any  one 
can  do  the  tendency  which  is  to  be  observed  in 
this  colony  to  give  children  a  purely  secular 
education.  For  my  part,  I  think  the  child 
which  grows  up  without  a  firmly-implaiited  re- 
ligious belief,  no  matter  with  what  creed  that 
belief  is  associated,  is  likely  to  become  a  misery 
to  himself  and  an  evil  to  the  community.  But 
I  do  not  think  the  State  should  act  the  part  of 
teacher  of  religion.  There  are  too  many  creeds, 
too  many  refinements  of  creeds,  to  make  it 
possible  for  the  State  to  undertake  that  daty 
with  satisfaction  to  the  parents  of  the  children, 
who  have  a  right  to  designate  what  direction  the 
religious  instruction  of  the  children  shall  take. 
And,  if  the  State  were  to  undertake  the  duty  of 
religious  instruction,  it  should  do  so  thoroughly 
and  efficiently;  and  I  contend  that  it  would 
not  be  doing  so  thoroughly  and  efficiently 
under  the  proposal  contained  in  this  BilL 
To  allow  children,  for  twenty  minutes  each 
day,  to  read  to  each  other  passages  from 
the  Bible,  without  explanation  or  exposition, 
would  infallibly  create  in  the  minds  of  the 
children  a  distaste  for  The  Book  and  a  want 
of  reverence  for  its  great  teachings.  I  believe 
that  there  are  only  three  ways  by  which  a 
religious  education  can  be  given  to  children. 
The  State  must  either  leave  that  duty  to  the 
parents  and  guardians  of  the  children,  or  it 
must  undertake  the  duty  and  establish  sec- 
tarian schools,  or  it  must  subsidise  denomina- 
tional schools  conducted  by  private  people. 
One  of  these  three  courses  only  is  open,  and  so 
obviously  is  this  the  case  that  I  cannot  help 
thinking  it  must  be  apparent  to  the  honourable 
member  for  the  Taieri,  who  is  not  wanting  in 
intelligence,  that  what  we  have  heard  through- 
out this  House  is  true,  that  this  is  but  the 
initial  attempt  to  drive  home  the  larger  system 
of  denominational  education.  For  these  rea- 
sons, and  not  because  I  have  not  a  reverence 
for  religious  teaching,  I  feel  myself  compelled 
to  vote  against  this  Bill. 

Mr.  W.  D.  STEWART.— This  is  a  subject 
which  has  been  occupying  the  attention  of  colo- 
nists for  a  large  number  of  years.  Ever  since 
1877,  when  the  Bible  was  first  not  allowed 
to  be  used  in  the  public  schools,  the  feeling 
has  been  growing  that  a  wrong  has  been  done 
to  the  people,  and  that  feeling  has  been  inten- 
sified year  by  year,  and,  I  venture  to  say,  will 
not  be  satisfied  until  their  object  is  accom- 
plished. Year  by  year  the  demand  for  reading 
the  Bible  in  schools  has  increased,  and  honour- 
able members  may  do  what  they  please  for  a 
time,  but  I  submit  that,  ultimately — whether 
it  be  a  year  or  two  or  more — ^Bible-reading  will 
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be  establishect  in  oni  public  sobools.  We  botist 
of  owe  national  system  of  education ;  bat  how 
ctm  that  system  be  national  which  pioscribes 
the  book  to  the  presence  of  which  we  attribute 
the  civilisation  of  the  English  countries,  and, 
indeed,  the  civilisation  of  ail  the  civilised  world  ? 
That  book  is  held  to  be  the  standard  of  civilisa- 
tion. The  countries  which  profess  belief  in 
this  book  are  the  countries  most  advanced  in 
science,  in  literature,  in  art,  and  in  all  those 
civilising  agencies  of  which  we  are  so  proud. 
Why,  then,  is  this  book,  in  this  colony,  to  be 
kept  oat  of  ooi  public  schools  ?  We  have  been 
toid  that  this  is  simply  an  initial  stage  towards 
denominationalism ;  but  that  is  one  of  those 
cries  which  are  so  easily  got  up,  and  which  are 
so  easily  answered.  If  you  wish  to  do  away 
with  denominationalism,  establish  Bible-read- 
ing in  your  schools  ;  and,  if  you  wish  to  foster 
denominationalism,  exclude  religions  teaching 
from  your  schools,  and,  depend  upon  it,  the 
demand  for  that  teaching  will  be  so  great  that 
in  a  few  years  the  country  will  demand  to  fall 
back  on  denominationalism.  Therefore,  if  you 
wish  to  work  against  denominationalism,  the 
best  vray  is  to  support  this  Bill.  I  think  a 
great  deal  of  misconception  has  arisen  with 
respect  to  the  terms  of  the  Bill.  I  think,  if  the 
people  in  Otago  or  in  Hawke's  Bay,  or  else- 
where, desire  to  read  the  Bible  in  the  schools, 
there  is  no  reason  whatever  why  they  should 
b«  prevented  from  having  that  system.  Why 
should  we  in  Otago  be  prevented  from  having 
this  system  because  the  representatives  from 
other  parts  do  not  want  it  7 

Mr.  KERB. — Because  you  want  to  thrust  it 
upon  ns. 

Mr.  W.  D.  STEWABT.— No ;  the  very  ob- 
ject of  the  BiU  is  to  make  it  optional  with  tlie 
districts  to  adopt  the  system  or  not  as  they 
choose.  It  expressly  gives  authority  to  the 
School  Goufmittees  to  sanction  the  reading  of 
the  Bible.  What  I  was  about  to  point  out 
was  this :  that  we  have  had  a  great  many 
sentimental  objections  to  this  Bill.  What  is 
the  fact  with  regard  to  the  past  ?  The  Bible 
was  read  in  the  public  schools  of  Otago  until 
the  Act  of  1877  put  a  stop  to  it,  and  ever 
since  then  there  have  been  complaints  and 
grievances  in  Otago  in  respect  to  that  Act. 
Up  to  that  time  the  people  of  that  district 
were  in  perfect  unanimity  and  harmony  in  this 
matter ;  and  it  would  be  so  again  if  this  BiU 
were  passed.  That  the  people  desire  it  has 
been  tiilly  demonstrated  by  speakers  before  me 
this  evening,  and  especially  by  the  honourable 
member  for  Dunedin  East.  I  venture  to  say 
that  in  several  parts  of  the  colony — take  Nelson, 
take  Otago,  take  Hawke's  Bay,  take  South 
Canterbury — you  wiU  find  five-sixths  of  the 
people  in  favour  of  this  BUI. 

Sir.  KEBB. — ^It  was  never  mentioned  in  our 
district. 

Mr.  W.  D.  STEWART.— Well,  that  may  be 
the  fanlt  of  the  honourable  gentleman  himself ; 
bat  that  it  was  discussed  fully  and  prominently 
in  the  southern  districts  of  the  colony  I  can 
vouch.  Now,  Sir,  upon  the  general  question, 
m  tilie  first  place  I  submit  that  this  question 


of  denominationalism  is  a  mere  myth.  Then, 
we  have  been  referred  to  the  question  of  a 
State  Church.  What  possible  connection  that 
has  with  the  subject  I  cannot  understand.  Is 
there  a  State  Church  in  America  ?  Certainly 
not ;  and  yet  they  have  religious  teaching  there. 
Is  there  a  State  Church  in  Canada  ?  Is  there  a 
State  Church  in  New  South  Wales  ?  Is  there 
a  State  Church  in  Victoria?  No.  Why,  aU 
these  arguments  are  simply  Eirguments  which 
go  to  show  that  the  subject  has  not  been 
thought  out  by  those  who  have  used  them. 
Take,  for  instance,  the  Minister  of  Education. 
His  speech  seemed  to  me  to  be  practically  an 
apology.  The  only  apology  he  could  offer  for 
not  supporting  the  BiU  was  a  number  of  very 
far-fetched  arguments  which  did  not  seem  to 
have  very  much  bearing  on  the  question.  In 
the  flist  place,  he  said  that  the  reading  of  the 
Bible  in  schools  would  lead  to  religious  intoler- 
ance. Where  is  the  evidence  of  that  ?  Not  in 
those  countries  where  the  Bible  is  read  in 
schools.  We  Icnow  perfectly  well  that  at  pro- 
sent  there  is  a  cry  of  intolerance  in  this  country 
because  the  Bible  is  not  read  in  the  schools. 
In  America  and  New  South  Wales,  where  the 
Bible  or  portions  of  it  are  read  in  the  schools, 
there  is  not  this  cry  of  intolerance.  We  ate 
told  about  some  instances  in  Newfoundland 
where  some  ministers  are  admitted  to  the 
public  schools  to  teach  religion ;  but  the  very 
object  of  this  Bill  is  to  keep  ministers  out.  At 
present  considerable  dissatisfaction  is  caused 
in  several  p^rts  of  the  colony  through  the 
ministers  of  some  denominations  teaching  in 
the  public  schools,  the  ministers  of  other  de- 
nominations not  doing  so  ;  and  difficulties  have 
arisen  through  privileges  being  conceded  to  the 
one  and  not  to  the  other  ;  and  sometimes  there 
are  complaints  of  ministers  being  admitted  to 
the  schools  and  availing  themselves  of  privi- 
leges they  have  no  right  to.  The  Minister  of 
Education  asked,  Why  do  not  the  Committees 
sanction  the  reading  of  the  Bible  out  of  school- 
hours  ?  That  has  been  tried  in  several  parts  of 
the  colony — we  have  tried  it  in  Otago — and  for 
the  reasons  given  by  some  other  honourable 
members  it  has  failed.  If  the  Bible-reading 
takes  place  before  school-hours,  the  children 
wiU  come  late  or  will  find  some  excuse  for  not 
being  there,  their  attendance  being  entirely 
optional;  and,  if  the  reading  is  after  school- 
hours,  they  vnll  not  remain.  The  result  is 
that,  although,  in  some  instances,  I  believe,  in 
Canterbury  and  Otago,  Bible-reading  classes 
have  been  held  successfully,  still  the  scheme 
generally  has  not  been  so  successful  as  its  pro- 
moters desire.  What  is  wanted,  then,  is  that 
during  some  part  of  the  ordinary  school-hours 
the  children  whose  parents  wish  them  to  at- 
tend wiU  be  compelled  to  attend,  and  vriU 
be  subject  to  the  discipline  of  tiie  school. 
This  Bill  is  to  carry  out  that  intention. 
Then,  we  have  been  told  by  the  Minister 
of  Defence  that  we  have  assumed  too  much 
in  supposing  there  is  a  very  strong  feeling 
throughout  the  community  in  favour  of  Bible- 
reading  in  publio  schools.  He  said  that  not 
SO  per  cent,  of  the  parents  were  in  favour  of  it. 
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NoT7, 1  venture  to  say  the  honourable  gentle- 
man has  not  devoted  much  attention  to  the 
study  of  this  subject.  We  Jinow  perfectly  well 
that  persons  vrho  do  not  wish  to  ^et  iniorma- 
tion  on  the  subject  do  not  go  into  it  very  care- 
fully, and  are  apt  to  be  convinced  with  very 
little  evidence.  But  what  are  the  facts  ?  A 
pUbiscite  was  taken,  and  practically  the  whole 
of  Otago  was  unanimous  in  its  expression  of 
opinion — it  was  not  quite  unanimous,  because 
there  was  a  dissenting  number,  but  seven- 
tenths  of  those  who  voted  on  the  subject  were 
in  favour  of  Bible-reading  in  schools.  Now,  we 
know  the  floor  of  this  House  has  been  flooded 
with  petitions  for  it  since  1879,  and  they  seem 
to  be  on  the  increase.  We  have  had  even  this 
session  a  very  large  number  of  petitions  in- 
deed presented  to  this  House. 

Mr.  KEBB.— What  are  they  ?  Go  and  look 
at  them.  Most  of  them  are  written  by  one 
man.  I  speak  as  a  member  of  the  Committee 
that  saw  them. 

Mr.  W.  D.  STEWABT.  — The  honourable 
gentleman  is  talking  of  that  about  which  be  is 
not  informed.  Then,  we  have  been  told  by 
the  member  for  St.  Albans  that  the  subject  is 
ont  of  place  here.  Why,  the  honourable  gentle- 
man forgets  that  the  reading  of  the  Bible  in 
schools  was  part  of  the  education  scheme  in 
most  parts  of  the  colony  before  the  present 
general  system  was  established  in  1877 ;  and 
we  know  it  was  simply  by  a  catch-vote  that 
the  Bible  was  excluded  from  the  schools  under 
the  colonial  system,  and  efforts  have  been  made 
ever  since  to  get  the  Bible  restored  to  the 
schools.  The  honourable  gentleman  told  us 
that  this  subject  afforded  an  opportunity  of 
"  blowing  off  steam."  I  am  afraid  the  honour- 
able gentleman  avails  himself  of  many  op- 
portunities of  "  blowing  off  steam ; "  and  he 
availed  himself  of  one  in  speaking  upon  this 
Bill.  He  told  us  we  should  go  to  our  con- 
stituents and  convert  them.  That  is  the  very 
thing  we  are  now  doing.  The  object  of  this 
debate  is  to  enlighten  the  people  as  to  the  im- 
portance of  the  subject,  and  to  weigh  che  axga- 
ments  of  those  who  advocate  the  Bill ;  and  it 
also  gives  an  opportunity  to  those  who  oppose  it 
to  adduce  what  arguments  they  have.  An  im- 
portant object  of  the  debate  is  to  try  to  convert 
the  constituents  to  support  this  important 
movement.  I  was  much  struck  with  the  argu- 
ment of  the  honourable  member  for  Auckland 
West,  who,  I  know,  has  very  great  sympathy 
with  the  Bible  and  its  teachings.  He  stated 
that  the  proper  place  for  religious  teaching  is 
the  Sunday-school  and  the  home.  Kow,  we 
know  very  well  that  a  very  large  number  of 
children  do  not  attend  Sunday-school. 

Mr.  LEVESTAM.— -Yes ;  over  90  per  cent,  of 
the  children  who  attend  the  public  schools. 

Mr.  FULTON.— Only  25  per  cent. 

Mr.  W.  D.  STEWART.— If  you  go  to  the 
cities  you  find  that  the  children  who  attend  the 
Sunday-schools  do  not  represent  half  of  those 
who  could  attend. 

Mr.  LEVESTAM.— 110,000  attend  the  public 
schools,  and  99,884  attend  the  Sunday-schools. 

Mt.W.D.  STEWABT.— Yes;  but  they  are 
Jfr.  W.  D.  Stewart 


not  the  same  children.  Besides,  Smiday-schoal 
teaching  is  only  one  day  a  week,  and  is  not  all 
the  teaching  that  is  desired  by  those  who  advo- 
cate Bible-reading  in  schools.  As  to  religions 
teaching  in  the  homes,  the  honourable  mezubaE 
for  Dunedin  East  fully  demonstrated  that  that 
is  a  failure.  We  know  very  well  that  nsuuiy 
parents  of  children  are  utterly  incompetent  to 
impart  religious  instruction  to  them,  or  have 
not  the  time  or  inclination  to  teach  their  child- 
ren at  home  the  teaching  of  the  Bible.  Now,  T 
submit  to  this  House  that  it  would  be  only  & 
fair  measure  of  justice  to  those  who  demsknd 
the  object  of  this  Bill  that  it  should  be  granted 
to  them,  and  that  what  is  asked  here  should 
be  conceded.  The  Bill  inflicts  no  injury  upon 
any  one.  It  is  entirely  optional  with  the 
parent  whether  he  will  let  his  child  attend 
the  school  during  the  Bible-reading  or  not, 
and  it  is  entirely  optional  vrith  the  School 
Committee  whether  the  Bible-reading  shall  be 
allowed  at  all  or  not.  I  should  myself  prefer 
to  leave  the  option  to  the  Education  Boards ; 
hut  that  was  discussed,  and  this  proposal  was 
adopted  as  the  better  under  the  circumstances. 
We  Know  it  is  a  very  lamentable  thing  indeed 
to  find  a  boy  or  girl  of  fourteen  or  fifteen, 
when  called  as  a  witness,  not  able  to  under- 
stand the  nature  of  an  oath.  I  know  perfectly 
well  a  case  of  that  sort  that  occurred  some 
years  ago,  where  a  youth  who  ought  almost  to 
have  been  leaving  school  was  put  in  the  wit- 
ness-box, and  was  asked  whether  he  under- 
stood the  nature  of  an  oath,  and  he  said  he  did 
not ;  and,  being  asked  if  he  knew  anything 
about  the  Bible,  he  said  he  did  not.  Now,  was 
he  qualified  to  discharge  the  duties  of  a  citizen? 
I  submit,  not.  Then,  we  are  told  that  the 
reading  of  the  Bible  without  comment  would 
cause  a  feeling  of  revulsion  against  the  Bible. 
Now,  as  to  that,  we  have  only  to  look  at  the 
facts  in  older  countries  than  this  for  the  reply. 
In  Scotland  the  Bible  has  been  taught  in  the 
schools  for  century  after  century.  What  is  the 
case  there,  and  in  many  other  countries  ?  Is 
there  any  revulsion  there  ? 

An  Eon.  Membeb. — How  is  it  taught  ? 

Mr.  W.  D.  STEWABT.- As  it  should  be 
taught.  I  submit  to  honourable  members  -who 
have  any  feeling  that  injustice  would  be  done 
by  the  passing  of  this  Bill  that  they  should 
dispel  that  feeling  entirely.  It  can  cause  no 
injury  to  any  one,  and  a  very  great  good  can  be 
done  in  satisfying  the  demands  of  a  large  and 
influential  body  of  colonists  who  demand  the 
reform  proposed  by  this  BUI.  I  do  not  know 
whether  we  shall  succeed  in  getting  the  Bill 
passed  into  law  this  session ;  but,  if  not,  I 
think  I  may  venture  to  predict  that  this  agita- 
tion will  be  kept  up,  and  I  have  no  doubt  what- 
ever that  ultimately,  like  many  other  great 
objects  that  have  taken  time  to  achieve, 
success  will  be  attained  in  this  matter.  I  am 
convinced  that  the  fullest  success  will  oome 
by-and-by  if  it  is  not  obtained  to-night. 

Mr.  LEVESTAM.  — The  honourable  gentle- 
man has  made  it  appear  that  I  misrepresented 
the  feeling  of  the  people  of  Nelson  on  this 
subject,  because  he  said  they  were  in  {avoor  ef 
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Bible-reading  in  schools.  The  last  eleoUon  of 
Sokool  Committeea  in  that  distiiot  was  held 
speoially  upon  this  question,  and  the  number  of 
votes  given  were — For  Bible-reading  in  schools, 
1,765 ;  against  it,  1,740 — a  majority  of  twenty- 
five  for  it.  But  there  were  thirty-foor  informal 
votes,  and  those  who  received  these  informal 
votes  were  notoriously  against  Bible-reading  in 
schools,  so  that  really  there  was  an  actual 
majority  of  nine  against  the  proposal. 

Mr.  WALKER. — I  do  not  like  to  give  a  silent 
vote  on  this  question,  because  I  feel  it  is  a 
very  serious  one,  and  if  I  thought  this  Bill 
would  be  a  solution  of  what  is  undeniably  a 
very  great  difficulty  I  should  support  it  most 
cordially.  But  I  cannot  see  for  one  moment 
that  it  will  do  BO.  I  CEUinot  be  persuaded  of 
that  by  any  arguments  I  have  heard  to-night, 
or  by  any  of  the  mere  assertions  that  have  been 
given  as  arguments  in  support  of  this  Bill.  I 
think  the  remarks  of  the  last  speaker  were 
nothing  but  assertions.  If  the  honourable 
member  had  been  doing  anything  but  listening 
to  the  clergymen  and  the  dominies  who  have 
circulated  petitions  and  otherwise  tried  to 
work  up  an  agitation  in  favour  of  this  proposal 
during  the  last  few  years,  he  must  have  seen 
that  the  colony  is  not  in  earnest  in  wishing  for 
this  proposal  to  be  part  of  the  education  sys- 
tem. The  honourable  gentleman  says  that  by 
a  catch-vote  in  1877  the  provision  excluding 
Uie  Bible  was  inserted  in  the  Act.  But,  even 
if  that  were  so,  the  people  of  the  colony  have  in 
no  way  risen  against  what  he  maintains  to  be  a 
glaring  case  not  only  of  injustice,  but  almost  of 
national  immorality.  But  I  maintain  quite 
the  contrary,  and  I  also  say  I  am  glad  to  have 
an  opportunity  of  replying  to  Sin  honourable 
gentleman  who  comes  from  Otago,  where,  most 
distinctly,  this  so-called  agitation  has  its  home ; 
because  I  charge  that  part  of  the  colony,  I 
charge  those  who  bring  these  petitions  to  the 
Honse,  in  the  first  place,  with  not  being  sincere 
in  the  matter  which  they  profess  to  have  at 
heart.  We  all  remember  the  old  story  of  the 
Quaker  who  asked  the  man  who  said  he  had 
sympathy  with  the  widowand  orphan,  "Towhat 
amount  do  you  sympathize  ?  "  To  the  honour- 
able gentleman  who  brought  in  this  Bill  I 
would  say,  to  what  amount  do  these  gentlemen 
in  Otago  who  profess  to  have  this  matter  at 
heart  sympathize  with  it?  They  have  large 
endowments  for  Church  and  educational  pur- 
poses ;  and  I  ask,  how  much  of  these  endow- 
ments have  they  devoted  to  the  cause  of 
religious  instruction  ?  Contrast  what  they  have 
done  with  the  self-sacrificing  course  pursued 
by  the  Roman  Catholics.  I  say  that  they  show 
the  Presbyterians  of  Otago  and  the  other  de- 
nominations who  are  working  in  the  same 
direction  a  most  bright  and  glorious  example. 
I  say  to  the  honourable  member  for  Dunedin 
West  and  those  who  are  working  with  him 
that,  until  those  who  support  this  measure 
are  prepared  to  put  their  hands  into  their 
pockets  and  show  their  sincerity,  as  the  Roman 
Catholics  have  done,  they  will  get  no  justice 
Buoh  as  they  demand  from  the  colony,  nor 
any  sympathy.    I  have  the  greatest  sympathy 


with  and  respect  for  my  fellow-oolisists  wha 
profess  the  Roman  Oatholio  religion,  and  if  I 
could  see  my  way  to  help  them  in  their  present 
difficulty  I  should  be  the  first  to  do  it ;  but  I 
am  sorry  to  say,  and  I  have  always  said  it,  that 
I  do  not  see  my  way  to  help  them  at  present, 
because  it  would  disturb  the  national  system ; 
but  I  say  this:  that,  if  ever  this  Bible-in-schools 
proposal  is  carried,  and  has  any  practical  effect 
in  tne  way  of  altering  our  educational  system, 
I,  for  one,  will  also  join  with  those  who  seek  to 
give  denominational  schools  their  fair  share  of 
educational  expenditure.  You  cannot  give  the 
Bible-in-schools  party  what  they  want  unless 
you  also  give  the  Roman  Catholics  what  they 
desire  ;  and  therefore,  while  it  is  all  very  well 
for  the  honourable  member  for  the  Taieri  and  for 
the  "  true-blues  "  in  Otago  to  say  that  they  are 
only  asking  for  what  will  be  for  the  good  of  the 
Presbyterian  Church,  they  are  doing  what  their 
fathers  would  have  been  very  sorry  to  do,  they 
are  really  doing  what  will  be  the  downfall  of 
the  national  system  of  education. 

Mr.  GUINNESS.— I  do  not  wish  to  go  over 
all  the  arguments  that  have  been  used  against 
this  measure,  because  I  think  that  the  honour- 
able member  for  Auckland  West  stated  the 
arguments  most  fairly  and  concisely ;  but  there 
is  one  view  of  the  case  I  do  not  think  has  been 
presented  by  any  honourable  member  who  has 
spoken  to-night.  That  is  this :  We  know  that, 
in  establishing  a  State  system  of  education, 
we  wish  to  m.i^e  it  as  attractive  to  all  colonists 
as  possible,  Now,  we  know  that,  although  our 
system  has  been  at  work  for  a  long  time,  there 
is  one  section  of  the  community  that  cannot, 
owing  to  conscientious  scruples,  obtain  any 
advanta,ge  from  that  system.  I  refer  to  the 
Roman  Catholics  ;  and,  as  has  been  said,  they 
have  expended  large  sums  of  money  and  have 
made  large  sacrifices  in  order  to  satisfy  their 
consciences.  I  ask  honourable  gentlemen 
whether  we  shall  not,  if  we  carry  this  measure, 
add  another  objection  to  the  system,  not  only 
on  the  part  of  the  Catholics,  but  on  the  part  of 
some  other  denominations  which  do  not  wish  to 
have  the  Bible  road  in  schools.  We  cannot  get 
away  from  the  fact  that  there  are  a  largo  num- 
ber of  persons  in  the  colony  besides  the  Roman 
Catholics ;  and  we  know  that,  if  we  are  to 
maintain  our  national  system,  we  must  make 
it  OS  free  from  objections  as  we  possibly  can. 
The  Bill  says  that  the  Bible  is  to  be  read  in 
school  -  hours.  Now,  I  ask  any  honourable 
member  Co  look  back  at  the  time  when  he  was 
at  school  and  say  whether  the  fact  of  a  boy 
reading  the  Bible  aloud  to  a  clsiss,  or  of  a 
■teacher  reading  it  aloud  iu  that  way,  would  be 
likely  to  confer  any  benefit  upon  the  children. 
I  fail  to  see  that  it  would.  Can  moral  or  re- 
ligious principles  be  implanted  in  the  minds  of 
pupils  by  reading  the  Bible  aloud  in  turn,  verse 
by  verse,  for  twenty  minutes  a  day  ? 

An  Hon.  Mskbsii. — Yes. 

Mr.  GUINNESS.— 1  maintain,  not.  I  say 
that  the  Scriptures  should  be  expounded  and 
taught,  as  well  as  read,  in  order  to  have  any 
effect ;  and  it  is  against  the  whole  principle  of 
our  education  system  to  do  that.     But,  even  if 
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it  coald  be  done  as  part  of  the  national  system, 
under  the  provisions  of  this  Bill  yon  would  not 
teach  all  your  children  religion,  because  there 
are  a  number  of  denominations  which  would  not 
allow  their  children  to  be  taught  religion  m 
the  schools.  That  is  recognised  in  the  Bill 
when  it  is  said  that  a  parent  may  notify  to  the 
School  Committee  that  a  child  is  not  to  attend. 
Then,  I  say  that  you  are  asking  the  State  to 
provide  money  to  teach  religion  to  only  a 
certain  number  of  the  children  of  the  colony. 
That  is  going  in  the  direction  of  sopping  the 
system  that  we  have  at  the  present  time,  and 
which  we  wish  to  maintain.  Then,  if  my  con- 
tention is  correct,  that  the  Bible  cannot  be 
read  merely  but  must  be  expounded  in  order  to 
carry  out  your  wishes,  who  is  to  expound  it? 
The  teachers  of  the  schools  ?  Then,  I  ask, 
would  it  be  right  to  allow  some  of  the  teachers 
to  do  that?  We  have  had  an  instance  given 
to  us  to-night  of  a  teacher  reading  the  Bible, 
and  then  saying,  "  That  would  be  all  very  well 
if  it  were  true."  I  ask,  arc  such  teachers  fit 
persons  to  impart  religious  instruction  or  a 
knowledge  of  the  Scriptures  ?  I  say  certainly 
not.  I  think  the  arguments  used  by  the 
honourable  member  for  Auckland  West  showed 
that  the  only  proper  method  of  imparting  re- 
ligious instruction  is  for  the  clergymen  and 
the  parents  to  do  it;  and  his  testimony 
on  this  point  is  most  valuable.  There  was 
one  argument  made  use  of  by  the  honourable 
member  for  Dunedin  East.  He  said  that  it 
is  not  to  be  expected  that  we  can  get  parents 
to  teach  their  children  anything  from  the 
Bible,  because  many  parents  are  not  able  to  do 
so.  Well,  I  answer  to  that  that  it  does  not 
apply  to  all  xiersons  in  the  colony.  There  are 
many  persons  who  are  able  to  do  this,  smd 
there  may  be  some  who  are  not  ablo  to  do  it ; 
and  it  is  in  respect  of  those  classes  where  the 
parents  are  not  able  to  do  it  that  the  duty  of 
the  clergyman  or  minister  comes  in. 

Mr.  PULTON.  — If  the  honourable  gentle- 
man will  promise  to  stop  talking,  so  as  to  get 
on  with  other  business,  I  will  not  take  two 
minutes  in  reply. 

Mr.  S-iMUEL.— What  are  other  honourable 
members  to  do  ? 

Mr.  GUINNESS.— Sir,  I  think  these  inter- 
ruptions are  unseemly.  I  was  very  glad  indeed 
to  hear  the  Minister  of  Education  and  also 
another  Minister  speak  out  so  plainly  and  de- 
cidedly upon  this  matter,  because  it  is  in  their 
charge  that  the  system  of  education  is  placed 
at  the  present  time.  It  is  refreshing  to  us  on 
this  side  of  the  House  to  know  that  the  Go- 
vernment, and  especially  the  Minister  in  charge 
of  the  administration  of  this  department,  hold 
views  on  this  question  that  are  sound.  I  say 
that  the  arguments  of  the  Minister  of  Educa- 
tion entirely  meet  the  arguments  that  have 
been  brought  forward  in  favour  of  this  mea- 
sure. I  think  what  ought  to  have  been  done 
was  to  have  stopped  this  debate  long  ago  by 
simply  moving.  That  this  Bill  be  read  this  day 
six  months ;  and  I  shall  move  that  now. 

Mr.  FITZHERBERT.— I  rise  to  second  that. 
I  did  not  intend  to  say  anything  on  the  sub- 
Mr.  Quinne»$ 


jeot  to-night,  and  when  I  came  here  I  was 
quite  undecided  how  I  should  vote.  I  have 
listened  to  all  arguments  pro  and  am.,  and  I 
feel  that  I  am  as  unprepared  to  vote  now  as 
when  I  entered  the  House.  For  that  reason,  I 
feel  that  the  only  way  to  solve  the  difficulty 
vrith  regard  to  matters  is  to  second  the  motion 
my  honourable  friend  has  just  moved.  I  have, 
as  I  have  said,  listened  to  all  the  arguments, 
and  especially  to  the  arguments  of  those  who 
have  advocated  this  Bill,  and  I  have  discovered 
nothing  in  their  arguments  to  induce  me  to 
vote  for  it ;  nor  have  I  heard  anything  on  the 
other  side  that  would  induce  me  to  vote  their 
woy. 

An  Hon.  Membbb. — Why  vote  at  all  ? 

Mr.  FITZHERBERT.- My  honouiablo 
friend  says, "  Why  vote  at  all  7"  I  have  not  voted 
yet.  Now,  is  it  the  desire  of  those  gentlemen 
who  introduce  this  Bill  and  endeavour  to  carry 
it  through  that  children  should  really  receive 
religious  training  at  the  State  schools,  or  aie 
they  merely  carrying  out  the  wishes  of  their 
constituents  in  attempting  to  get  this  Bill 
passed  through  Parliament  ?  I  think  it  is  the 
latter ;  because,  for  myself,  I  do  not  see  thcbt 
any  real  religious  instruction  would  be  given  to 
children  in  the  State  schools  by  the  reading  of 
the  Bible  for  twenty  minutes  or  half  an  hour. 
We  all  know  that  children,  when  they  do  read 
the  Bible — and  some  of  us,  I  suppose,  have 
children  who  read  the  Bible  with  us — ^a,sk  a, 
number  of  most  extraordinary  questions  about 
it.  We  are  told  that  the  children  in  the 
schools  are  to  receive  no  instruction  with  re- 
gard to  the  Bible  —  that  it  is  not  to  be  ex- 
plained to  them — that  they  are  merely  to  read 
it.  Now,  if  that  is  so,  I  feel  quite  sure  that, 
having  read  it,  they  would  shut  up  the  book 
with  tile  most  foggy  notions  of  what  they  had 
read,  and  that,  instead  of  its  doing  them  good; 
it  might  possibly  give  them  food  for  reflection 
of  a  kind  which  might  do  them  harm.  For 
that  reason  I  think  it  would  be  unwise  to  have 
Bible-reading  in  schools,  unless  what  the  pupils 
read  is  fully  explained  to  them.  We  have  also 
heard  to-night  that  this  Bill  would  do  harm, 
because  it  is  the  thin  end  of  the  wedge  which  is 
to  be  used  for  ultimately  obtaining  denomina- 
tional education.  Now,  if  it  was  really  the 
thin  end  of  the  wedge  for  that  object,  I  myself 
should  at  once  vote  for  it,  because  I  think  the 
best  thing  we  can  do  is  to  at  once  adopt  deno- 
minational education.  What  do  we  find  7  We 
find  that  the  Roman  Catholics  here  are  educat- 
ing their  own  children.  Last  year  there  were 
22,000  Roman  Catholic  children  of  school-age  ; 
and  if  the  Roman  Catholics,  as  they  have  a 
perfect  right  to  do,  had  taken  advantage  of 
our  system  of  education  and  sent  those  22,000 
children  to  the  State  schools,  what  would  have 
been  the  result  ?  Their  capitation  alone  would 
have  amounted  to  £88,000 ;  and,  in  addition  to 
that,  you  would  have  had  to  build  schools  and 
to  provide  teachers.  I  maintain  that  if  the 
Roman  Catholics  had  sent  their  children  to  the 
State  schools,  as  they  had  the  right  to  do,  the 
colony  would  have  been  put  to  an  extra  ex- 
pense of  £100,000  at  least — probably  it  would 
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have  been  £150,000;  and  vrhen  we  are  groaning 
under  frightful  taxation,  and  have  this  great 
liability  for  education,  I  think  we  should  bo 
glad  at  once  to  adopt  the  denominational 
system  of  education.  But  this  Bill  does  not  go 
80  far,  although  it  may  be  the  means  of  bring- 
ing about  ultimately  such  a  result.  Now,  I  am 
not  going  to  occupy  the  time  of  the  House,  be- 
cause I  know  there  ore  honourable  gentlemen 
who  wish  to  bring  other  measures  on. 

An  Hon.  Memdeb. — Do  not  be  cruel. 

Mr.  FITZHKBBEBT.— Sir,  I  am  accused  of 
being  cruel.  I  suppose  I  have  a  perfect  right 
to  speak.  It  is  not  often  I  speak  in  this 
House,  and  I  suppose  I  have  the  right  to  second 
the  motion.  I  say  we  require  more  time  to 
reflect  on  the  subject,  and  when  I  say  I  am 
not  going  to  keep  the  House  long  I  am  not 
being  cruel,  I  hope.  I  will  conclude  my  re- 
marks by  seconding  the  amendment. 

Mr.  SAMUBIi. — I  have  been  in  the  House 
on  several  occasions  when  this  question  has 
been  debated,  and  I  have  never  yet  stated  my 
reasons  for  giving  my  vote  upon  it.  During 
the  recent  elections  I  found  there  was  very 
great  interest  token  in  this  question,  and  I  was 
many  times  asked  what  were  my  reasons  for 
the  vote  I  gave  on  this  important  subject. 
I  feel,  therefore,  although  the  hour  is  late, 
that  I  should  allow  nothing  to  prevent  me 
from  stating  my  reasons  for  voting  as  I 
intend  to  vote.  And  still  less.  Sir,  should  I 
allow  any  insinuations  of  ulterior  motives  to 
keep  me  silent.  Because  there  may  be  some 
other  BiU  on  the  Order  Paper  underlying  such 
an  important  Bill  as  this,  am  I  therefore  to  be 
gagged,  and  deprived  of  the  right  of  expressing 
my  sentiments  7  Sir,  I  am  surprised  that  any 
honourable  gentleman  should  have  given  ex- 
pression to  the  insinuations  I  have  heard  this 
evening. 

Hon.  M£MBBB8. — Oh,  oh ! 

Mr.  SAMUBL.  —  Honourable  members  say, 
"  Oh,  oh  1"  Some  honourable  members  are 
themselves  so  insincere  that  they  will  never 
believe  in  any  other  man's  sincerity.  Some 
honourable  members  have  acquired  such  noto- 
riety for  insincerity  that  it  would  be  quite 
foreign  to  their  natures  that  they  should  not 
ridicule  the  sincerity  of  any  one  else.  Now, 
this  BiU  is  a  very  short  one  —  I  venture  to 
say,  far  too  short  to  deal  with  such  an  impor- 
tant subject.  It  is  a  BiU  which,  I  venture  to 
say,  has  been  very  inadvisedly  drafted,  and  is 
not  at  all  fitted  for  the  purpose  for  which  it 
pnrports  to  be  designed.  Its  object  is  said, 
baldly,  to  be  to'  allow  the  Bible  to  be  read  in 
schools,  subject  to  a  time-table  and  conscience- 
clause.  That  is  what  is  said  of  the  Bill ;  but 
when  we  look  at  it  what  do  we  find  ?  We  find 
that  the  time-table  is  comprised  in  these  few 
words :  "  such  reading  shall  not  exceed  twenty 
minutes;"  and  we  find  that  the  conscience- 
clause  is  comprised  in  these  words :  "  and  no 
child  shall  be  compelled  to  attend  such  reading 
if  the  parents  or  guardians  of  such  child  shall, 
in  writing,  inform  the  Committee  or  teacher 
that  he  objects  to  such  attendance."  Sir,  is 
that  a  worthy  oi  fall  provision  to  make  foi  a 


time-table  or  oonsoience-olanse  ?  It  seems  t<^ 
me  it  certainly  is  not.  What  does  the  "  twenty 
minutes  "  mean  ?  Does  it  mean  that  one  par- 
ticular denomination  is  to  have  twenty  minutes 
on  Monday,  another  twenty  minutes  on  Tuesday, 
and  BO  on  ?  If  that  is  what  it  means,  then  why 
does  it  not  say  so,  or  why  is  not  the  thing 
properly  defined  and  set  out  ?  It  may  be  said 
that  we  con  arrange  it  in  Committee :  but  surely 
we  ehould  have  something  more  than  this  bald 
outline ;  it  should  not  be  left  to  us  to  frame 
a  now  measure  in  Committee.  Honourable 
members  who  introduce  measures  should  bring 
down  complete  Bills,  and  not  mere  sketches  or 
outlines  for  us  to  fiU  up  in  Committee.  Then, 
Sir,  "no  child  shall  bo  compelled  to  attend 
such  reading  if  the  parent  or  guardian  of 
such  child  shall,  in  writing,  inform  the  Com- 
mittee or  the  teacher  that  he  objects  to  such 
attendance."  Let  us  look  how  this  would 
work.  We  all  know  that  there  are  children  in 
the  colony  who  are  not  sent  to  school  as  they 
ought  to  be ;  that  the  compulsory  clauses  of 
the  Education  Act  have  to  be  from  time  to 
time  enforced  ;  that  parents  are  brought  before 
the  Magistrates  for  evading  the  provisions  of 
the  Act :  and  we  cannot  but  recognise  that  by 
a  great  many  people  in  the  colony  the  bene- 
fits of  our  education  system  are  not  taken 
proper  advantage  of.  Would  not  those  people 
be  only  too  glcid  to  keep  their  children  from 
school  for  twenty  minutes  in  the  morning,  and 
would  not  they  take  advantage  of  this  pro- 
vision to  keep  their  children  from  school  ?  I 
say  that  thousands  of  people  in  New  Zealand, 
caring  little  or  nothing  for  the  education  of 
their  children,  as  we  see  is  the  case  at  the  pre- 
sent day,  and  caring  still  less  for  the  religious 
education  of  their  children,  would  make  this  a 
mode  of  altering  the  school-hours.  This  can- 
not be  denied.  I  think  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Dunedin  East  told  us  that  a  mother 
might  care  nothing  about  the  education  of  her 
children  in  religious  matters — that  she  might 
be  addicted  to  intemperance,  and  therefore 
would  not  care  about  the  educating  of  her 
child.  Would  such  a  woman  as  that  send  a 
child  to  school  twenty  minutes  earlier  than 
there  was  any  necessity  to  do?  Not  a  bit  of 
it.  They  would  not  send  their  children  at  all 
untU  twenty  minutes  after  the  school  opened ; 
and  so  this  provision  for  religious  training 
would  be  quite  ineffectual.  Then,  what  would 
be  the  deciding  body  ?  Not  the  Education 
Boeurd,  but  the  School  Committee.  We  find  that 
School  Committees  are  to  be  the  persons  to 
impose  this  Bible-reading  on  the  schools  or  not. 
We  shift  off  the  responsibility  from  this  House 
and  put  it  on  School  Committees.  We  say  to 
them,  "  There,  we  give  you  the  power ;  you 
can  take  twenty  minutes,  and  regulate  it  as 
you  like.  You  can  let  that  reading  take  place 
in  the  presence  of  any  minister  you  like,  and 
there  shall  be  no  supervision  over  you."  What 
would  be  the  elTect  of  that?  At  the  elec- 
tions for  these  Committees  we  should  have 
all  sorts  of  methods  used  to  get  particular 
members  elected ;  and  we  should  find  School 
Committees  working  together  to  make   such 
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regulations  as  would  fit  their  own  religious  pre- 
iuaioes.  It  would  be  an  engine,  too,  of  religious 
intolerance.  There  is  a  very  large  body  of  colo- 
nists who  are  paying  for  education,  while  they 
are  getting  no  benefit  from  it.  We  have  no 
right  to  gloat  over  their  miseries  by  imposing 
this  slight  upon  them.  It  does  not  follow  that, 
because  we  are  strong,  we  should  insult  the 
weak.  Our  excuse  for  making  them  pay  for 
these  schools  is  that  they  may  send  their  child- 
ren there.  But  we  must  take  care  there  is 
nothing  taught  that  they  can  object  to.  Yet 
the  promoters  of  this  Bill  are  asking  us  to 
sanction  something  that  they  can  with  good 
reason  object  to.  I  do  trust  the  Bill  will  not 
be  carried,  and  I  hope  that  such  an  injustice 
will  not  be  done  to  so  large  a  body  of  people 
as  to  not  only  tax  them  for  what  they  do  not 
use,  but  to  give  them  an  absolutely  good  and 
sufficient  reason  for  not  taking  advantage  of 
the  free  education  afforded  in  this  colony. 

Sir  Q.  GBEY. — Sir,  what  a  solemn  farce  we 
have  seen  acted  to-night  I  Was  ever  a  great 
Legislature  so  disgraced — the  teaching  of  the 
Bible  made  the  means  of  robbing  wretched 
people  of  benefits  which  were  about  to  be  con- 
ferred upon  them !  What  shame  must  the 
members  of  this  House  themselves  feel,  to  think 
that  a  religious  question  of  this  kind  should 
have  been  used  by  lawyers  for  purposes  such 
as  this — to  disgrace  the  Bar  of  this  country  I 
Will  they  dare  to  take  their  seats  upon 
the  bench  as  Judges,  after  having  used  the 
power  conferred  upon  them  by  the  people  for 
such  a  purpose  as  this  ?  Let  their  names  be 
recorded,  let  the  facts  be  recollected,  let  the 
people  of  New  Zealand  remember  that  the 
name  of  religion  has  been  used  for  such  a  pur- 
pose as  this.  Why,  there  was  a  Bill  here  im- 
mediately to  follow  this  debate  which  was  to 
give  to  a  suffering  people  a  freehold  of  their 
lands,  to  relieve  them  from  the  oppressive 
burdens  of  continued  residence  upon  one  spot 
that  have  been  laid  upon  them.  And  now, 
for  another  session,  these  benefits  must  be 
delayed ;  and  those  who  have  done  this  deed 
would  aspire  to  wear  the  ermine  hereafter, 
which  they  have  disgraced  as  members  of  the 
Bar  this  night.  What  have  these  people  done 
that  they  should-  be  deprived  of  these  benefits 
to  gratify  the  desire  of  monopoly  of  the  men 
who  already  possess  too  great  a  monopoly? 
Why  are  they  to  shut  out  their  fellow-coun- 
trymen from  pleading  for  the  oppressed,  from 
striving  to  relieve  them  from  the  servitude  they 
are  under  of  being  compelled  to  employ  those 
gentlemen  who  have  treated  them  thus  to- 
night ?  Are  they  to  raise  fees  from  the  pockets 
of  their  countrymen 

Mr.  SAMUEL. — I  rise  to  a  point  of  order. 
Is  the  honourable  gentleman  to  be  allowed  to 
debate  another  Bill  on  the  Order  Paper,  to  al- 
low him  an  opportunity  of  commenting  unduly 
on  members  of  this  House  ? 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— The  rule  is  to  confine  the 
debate  to  the  order  under  consideration ;  but  I 
think  the  honourable  gentleman  is  merely  com- 
menting on  the  length  of  the  speeches,  and  he 
has  a  right  to  speaJc  on  that  subject,  but  he 
Mr.  Samuel 


will  not  be  at  liberty  to  enter  on  a  disoussioa 
upon  other  orders  of  the  day. 

Sir  G.  GEEY.— I  am  glad  the  honourable 
gentleman's  conscience  is  touched  at  last.  I 
say.  Sir,  that  I  am  fairly  entitled  to  comment 
on  the  conduct  of  those  who  have  this  night, 
as  I  say,  robbed  their  fellow-countrymen,  by 
their  lengthened  speeches,  and  by  a  plot  that 
is  not  upon  the  Order  Paper — by  a  plot  laid  in 
the  lobbies  of  this  House — by  which  they  were 
to  defeat  the  chances  these  poor  people  had  of 
gaining  benefits  such  as  I  speak  of.  And,  then, 
when  I  mention  these  benefits,  that  a  ques- 
tion of  order  should  be  raised  in  order  that,  by 
my  being  prevented  from  speaking,  those  who 
have  been  robbed  of  their  rights  should  be 
left  in  ignorance  of  the  rights  that  have  been 
taken  from  them  in  this  House  t  I  say  it  is 
all  wrong  that,  in  the  name  of  religion^  these 
things  should  be  done, — that  one  of  the 
greatest  debates  that  could  have  taken  place 
should  have  been  prostituted  for  such  a  pur- 
pose. It  is  to  me  inconceivable ;  but  let  them 
walk  forth  to-morrow  before  their  countrymen 
branded  with  the  recollection  of  what  they  have 
said  to-night,  boasting  of  their  sincerity  at  the 
very  time  their  actions  and  words  were  insin- 
cere, and  they  knew  it ;  standing  up  under  a 
false  mask  as  sincere  and  good  men,  while  at 
the  same  time  by  their  words  and  actions  they 
give  most  abundant  evidence  of  their  insin- 
cerity. I  trembled  when  I  heard  some  of  the 
words  that  fell  from  some  honourable  members' 
lips.  I  heard  one  honourable  gentleman  state 
that  the  object  of  reading  the  Bible  in  schools 
was  to  impart  those  great  truths  it  contains  to 
the  scholars,  and  ho  spoke  these  words  as  if  he 
was  speaking  with  no  other  object  than  the 
teaching  of  those  truths ;  and  yet  those  words 
were  but  the  cover  of  a  plot,  by  extending  this 
debate  until  half-past  twelve  to-night,  after 
which  hour  no  new  business  can  be  brought  on, 
to  rob  the  people  of  rights  to  which  they  were 
entitled.  When  I  think  how  the  poor  have 
been  treated  in  this  country,  when  I  think  of 
how  long  they  have  suffered,  and  the  state  they 
are  reduced  to,  and  how,  when  relief  was  so 
near  them,  when,  apparently,  the  healing-cnp 
was  at  their  lips,  it  has  been  dashed  down  for 
so  contemptible  a  purpose  as  the  gratification 
of  the  greed  for  gain  of  some  people 

Mr.  SAMUEL.— Sir,  I  rise  to  a  point  of 
order.  Is  the  honourable  gentleman  justified 
in  accusing  members  of  this  House  of  being 
actuated  in  their  action  in  this  House  by  their 
greed  for  gain  7 

Mr.  SPEAKER.- 1  thmk  that  is  an  improper 
motive  to  impute  to  members  of  this  House. 

Sir  a.  GREY.— Sir,  I  should  be  sorry  if  I 
have  said  anything  improper;  but  I  feel  for 
the  sufferings  which  others  have  to  imdergo  in 
various  ways.  I  can  fancy  plots  being  made  to 
ruin  the  poor  in  many  ways.  They  have  suffered 
80  thtkt  I  hardly  know  how  to  speak.  I  fear 
every  word  I  say  may  trespass  upon  some  rale 
of  the  House.  But,  I  ask,  are  ordinary  rules 
easily  applicable  to  such  a  great  occasion  as 
this,  when  so  great  a  wrong  has  been  done  under 
the  deceiving  cloak  of  virtue?    I  believe  if  I 
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moyed  the  adjonnmient  of  the  House  it  tvonld 
give  me  a  larger  field  to  speak.  The  object  I 
have  before  me  is  really  this :  Very  great  wrongs 
have  been  suflered  by  the  people  of  New  Zealand, 
and  I  believe  that  the  very  nonourable  gentle- 
men whose  speeches  I  am  finding  fault  with 
this  night  have  been  the  main  movers  in  many 
of  those  wrongs.  I  believe  that  the  present 
depression  in  the  colony  is  due  to  those  caases. 
I  would  fain  now,  while  the  sense  of  all  those 
things  is  fully  upon  me,  give  expression  to 
some  of  the  views  I  feel  on  these  points.  I 
coold  fanoy,  for  instance,  a  people  coming 
into  this  colony,  as  yet  stlmost  unoccupied,  and 
then  such  a  state  of  things  prevailing  as  a 
friend  of  mine,  a  noble  lord,  states,  after  his 
visit  to  this  country,  that  he  found  to  prevail. 
He  was  a  visitor  on  a  great  run,  and  is  enter- 
tcuned  by  the  squatter.  He  hears  how  the 
people  of  this  country  are  treated;  and 
what  docs  he  say?  The  jrun  consisted  of 
about  fifty  thousand  acres.  Nominally,  any 
one  might  go  in  and  buy  any  of  that  land 
over  the  squatter's  head.  We  shall  be  told 
that  there  was  a  free  choice  open  to  the 
people ;  that  they  might  purchase  anything 
they  liked;  that  that  country  was  open  to 
them.  Why  dii  they  not  purchase  it?  Ah  I 
what  are  the  words  ?  "  Nominally  "  they  had 
that  power.  And  then  it  would  be  boasted  by 
members  in  this  House  how  difficult  it  was  to 
get  people  to  go  upon  the  land.  "  Have  they 
not  all  the  right  to  go  in  and  select  any  un- 
purchased land  they  like?"  And  every  one 
who  spoke  these  words  knew  there  was  no 
such  right ;  that  it  was  a  nominal  thing,  a  de- 
ception practised  upon  the  settlers  and  those 
who  are  poor  and  ignorant,  just  such  a  decep- 
tion as  has  been  designed  to-night,  when  they 
read  in  Hatiaard  how  these  noble  and  righteous 
men  struggled  for  Bible-reading  in  schools  and 
made  long  speeches  upon  the  subject,  while  the 
purport  was  different :  it  was  to  prevent  other 
measures  from  being  brought  forward:  it  was  to 
ruin  the  poor.  Well,  what  took  place  in  these 
runs?  Let  me  follow  the  parallel  out.  It  was 
thns  that  Lord  Ly ttelton  wrote : — 

"The  run  vraa  about  50,000  acres.  Nomi- 
nally any  one  might  come  in  and  buy  any  of  this 
land  over  the  squatter's  head ;  but,  besides  that 
in  these  remote  places  it  would  not  be  worth 
baying,  the  early  squatters  had  what  is  called 
a  pre-emptive  right  to  buy  at  the  fixed  price  of 
£2  an  acre  such  parts  of  the  land  as  they  had 
made  certain  improvements  upon.  They  used 
to  'spot,'  as  it  was  called,  these  improvements 
in  different  parts  of  the  run,  the  effect  being 
that  the  intermediate  parts  were  valueless  with- 
out them,  and  these  they  thus  secured." 

Suppose  these  same  gentlemen,  some  of  those 
who  this  very  night  have  been  very  prominent  in 
what  has  been  done — suppose  that  they  form 
this  plan.  Here  for  twenty-eight  years  have 
these  great  nms  been  shut  up  against  men  in 
New  Zealand  by  those  persons  who  have  gone 
in  and  occupied  these  vast  tracts  of  country, 
secured  by  these  imfair  means.  And  during 
these  twenty-eight  years  they  have  reaped  large 
profits,  and  have   shut  everybody   out  from 
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these  large  tracts  of  land.  And  they  make  thA 
country  full  of  poor.  They  have  impoverished 
many ;  they  have  prevented  numbers  from 
growing  rich,  and  have  driven  others  from  ths 
country.  Supposing  that  was  the  case,  as  it 
really  was,  and  that  then  the  thought  occurred, 
"  Let  us  get  a  great  railway  made.  Let  us  do 
that.  Let  us  promise  the  poor  abundant  em- 
ployment on  the  railway — those  who  are  im- 
poverished by  our  having  grasped  the  land. 
Let  us  tell  them  that  these  works  shall  be 
found  for  them.  Let  us  enter  into  a  treaty 
with  a  foreign  company,  nominally,  but  many 
of  ourselves  taking  part  in  it ;  and  let  us  pass 
a  law  which  will  enable  us  to  enter  into  a  con- 
tract by  which  these  runs  shall  pass  to  that 
company,  and  then  those  who  occupied  them 
for  years,  in  great  part  wrongfully,  shall  enter 
into  those  vast  freeholds  and  impoverish  the 
country  for  all  time,  and  use  this  House  as 
an  instrument  to  obtain  it" — use  myself  as 
one  of  the  instruments  to  obtain  those  things, 
as  one  ignorant  of  what  was  being  done,  the 
people  thus  being  deprived  of  their  inherit- 
ance. That  would  be  a  fit  object  of  the  de- 
bate, this  night  to  be  accomplished ;  and,  in 
fact,  it  has  been  accomplished.  What  have 
they  done?  From  the  people  and  their  children 
all  this  have  they  this  night  taken.  And  now, 
when  some  small  relief  could  have  been  af- 
forded to  them  this  night,  it  seems  hard  that 
some  few  members  should  use  their  power  in 
the  manner  they  have  used  it,  and  dare  to  send 
men  working  upon  their  land,  and,  for  one  job, 
which  job  would  make  it  five  times  the  value  it 
is  now  to  those  who  take  it  over,  to  lose  it  for 
all  time,  to  become  the  serfs  of  people  who  live 
in  the  Mother-country.  Oh,  I  think  that  these 
things  ought  not  to  be  done,  and  that  lo-night 
we  should  not,  under  cover  of  a  religious  debate, 
which  every  one  knew  was  fictitious,  have  done 
such  wrongs  to  our  fellow-men.  I  heard  some  of 
those  honourable  gentlemen  professing  their  sin- 
cerity, declaring  they  were  sincere,  in  solemn 
language,  in  the  face  of  this  House ;  and  I  ask 
the  House  whether  they  were  sincere  or  not. 

An  Hon.  Msubeb.  —  There  is  no  sincerity 
among  us. 

Sir  G.  OBEY.— Well,  so  bo  it.  I  say  that 
for  years  great  wrong  has  been  plotted  against 
the  people ;  for  years  a  great  wrong  has  been 
plotted  which  was  to  deprive  them  of  vast 
tracts  of  country  ;  and  that  wrong  has  now 
been  accomplished :  but  no  blessing  will  fall  on 
those  who  have  achieved  it.  At  last  some  man 
will  rise  in  the  country  who  can  rally  round 
him  the  people,  who  will  insist  that  after  the 
debate  of  this  night  such  things  shall  not  be 
repeated.  When  I  think  hopes  had  been  formed 
that  such  things  would  not  occur  this  session  ; 
and  yet  that  such  a  great  wrong  should  have 
been  done  to  the  population,  and  that  to-night 
that  v?rong  should  have  been  increased  by  the 
slight  remedy  that  was  to  be  applied  to  it  having 
been  by  such  means  defeated,  I  am  grieved. 
It  is  sad  to  reflect  upon.  I  do  not  wonder 
honourable  members  hide  themselves  behind 
the  curtains,  and  try  to  keep  out  of  sight.  Well 
they  may.    But  we,  for  a  time,  must  submit 
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to  a  triamph  wl)ich  has  been  twshieved.  The 
lawyers  have  gained  by  the  means  I  speak  of, 
apparently — they  have  succeeded  in  wresting 
<£eiz  lands  from  the  lawful  owners.  Wretched 
children  may  run  about  haU-fed  and  naked, 
who  are  the  real  proprietors  of  the  soil.  And 
a  time  will  come,  I  believe,  when  some  sup- 
port will  be  given,  some  aid  afforded,  some  re- 
paration sought  for  and  obtained  for  these 
great  wrongs.  And  possibly  yet,  coming  back 
to  the  question  of  throwing  open  tbe  legal  pro- 
fession, we  may  see  this  measure  carried ;  see 
it  the  law  of  the  land ;  see  men  fairly  walking 
into  their  inheritance,  all  being  able  to  plead 
in  our  Courts ;  and  we  shall  see  those  who 
aided  in  what  has  been  done  to-night  to  defeat 
that  measure  dwarf  into  their  just  propor- 
tions. I  know  they  will  sorrow  in  thuir  hearts 
for  what  they  have  done.  I  know  they  will 
feel  that  a  wrong  has  been  truly  done.  I  can- 
not forget  one  gentleman.  This  is  not  the 
first  time  he  has  robbed  his  fellow-countrymen 
by  an  action  of  this  kind :  it  is  a  repetition 
of  tbe  same  sort  of  thing.  But  I  believe  yet 
this  Parliament  will  say  they  will  not  see  me 
wronged  as  I  have  been  wronged  tliis  night; 
that  justice  shall  be  done,  that  these  measures 
shall  all  be  brought  forward,  nnd  that  such  a 
plot,  so  treacherous  in  its  conception  and  so 
cunningly  carried  out,  will  not  attain  the  end 
which  its  authors  hoped  to  attain  from  it.  I 
feel  sure  that  the  public  at  large  will  contend 
that  justice  shall  in  this  respect  be  done.  I 
believe  tliey  will  direct  their  attention  to  the 
groat  events  I  speak  of :  and  this  Parliament 
will  see  that  it  will  not  be  used  for  such  pur- 
poses,— that  honourable  gentlemen  sliall  again 
be  allowed  to  bring  forward  Bills  which  have 
been  defeated  in  such  a  manner.  Let  these 
Bills  be  discussed  openly  and  fairly,  and  be 
defeated  by  fair  means.  But,  no  ;  if  they 
thought  they  could  be  defeated  by  fair  means 
they  would  not  have  ventured  to  follow  the 
course  they  have  adopted  this  evening.  I  ask 
for  justice,  not  for  myself,  but  for  the  people  of 
New  Zealand  —  those  who  have  been  robbed 
for  years,  the  oppressed  of  New  Zealand,  the 
men  who  are  now  out  of  work,  with  starving 
families,  and  for  whose  protection  and  sus- 
tenance no  sufficient  provision  has  yet  been 
made.  I  feel  sure  that  I  may  rely  upon  justice 
for  them,  and  justice  in  regard  to  the  measures 
which  to-night  have  .been  disposed  of  in  the 
manner  I  speak  of ;  and  on  a  future  occasion  I 
shall  strive  to  attain  that  end  emd  to  have  jus- 
tice done  myself  and  those  whom  I  represent. 
The  rules  of  the  House  will  not  allow  me  to  use 
the  terms  I  should  like  to  use  in  regard  to  the 
unfair  position  we  occupy ;  but  I  feel  that  jus- 
tice will  be  done  to  us,  and  that  at  last  we  shall 
attain  those  rights  which  we  are  entitled  to. 

Dr.  FITCHETT.— I  cannot  allow  the  re- 
marks made  by  the  last  speaker  to  pass  un- 
challenged. He  has  imputed  to  the  lawyers 
in  this  House  that,  by  a  cunningly -devised 
plot,  they  have  robbed  the  people  of  certain 
rights  and  lands.  I  regret  that  tbe  honourable 
gentleman  has  left  the  House ;  but,  as  I  am 
vindicating  the  lawyers,  not  attacking  him,  I 
Sir  a.  Grey 


will  proceed.  This  debate  came  on  at  balf- 
post  seven  o'clock  this  evening.  I  wem  the  fiZBt 
lawyer  to  speak,  and  I  did  not  rise  till  aboat  a 
quarter  to  twelve :  even  then,  I  was  provoked 
into  speech  by  the  attack  of  the  honourable 
member  for  St.  Albans.  I  say  that  the  hononr- 
able  gentleman  is  not  warranted  in  imputing 
to  us  a  plot  to  kill  his  Bill,  and  the  Honse 
ought  to  resent  such  an  imputation.  It  means, 
if  true,  that  wo  made  tools  of  every  member 
who  has  spoken ;  and  that  is  not  a  compliment 
to  members  who  constitute  the  House.  It 
may  be  matter  of  regret  that  the  Standing 
Orders  prevent  the  Law  Practitioners  Bill  from 
coming  on.  Personally,  I  am  glad  of  it,  for  I 
am  opposed  to  that  measure.  I  emphatically 
deny,  however,  that  the  lawyers  have  talked  it 
out.  The  great  bulk  of  the  speaking  has  been 
done  by  others.  No  lawyer  has  spoken  for  as 
much  as  ten  minutes.  There  is  therefore 
absolutely  no  ground  for  the  very  grave  reflec- 
tion the  honourable  gentleman  has  cast  on  the 
members  of  the  legal  profession  in  this  House. 
Mr.  FULTON. — I  will  only  occupy  the  time 
of  the  House  a  few  minutes.  I  have  taken  a 
number  of  notes  of  objections  raised  by  varioas 
honourable  members  to  this  Bill,  but  I  shall 
not  be  able  to  deal  with  them  all.  When  wo 
come  to  practical  experience  in  this  matter 
we  find  that  the  difficulties  which  have  been 
raised  disappear.  We  find  that  religious 
teaching  in  schools  can  take  place  withoat 
any  serious  difficulties  being  met  with  at  all. 
The  honourable  gentleman  who  last  spoke  and 
the  honourable  member  for  Ashburton  have 
both  virtually  accused  us  of  being  insincere. 
With  regard  to  the  honourable  member  for 
Dnnedin  Central,  I  think  that  those  who  heard 
his  speech  will  recognise  that  it  was  rather  the 
clever  speech  of  an  advocate  addressing  a  jtury 
or  pleading  a  cause  and  trying  to  find  holes  in 
a  case — it  was  rather  like  pleading  in  Cham- 
bers than  the  speech  of  a  person  who  was 
dealing  with  a  matter  of  this  sort.  The  Hon. 
the  Minister  of  Education  said  that  wo  should 
make  use  of  the  school  out  of  school-hours. 
Something  kindred  to  that  has  been  stated 
by  other  honourable  gentlemen,  who  said  that 
it  was  only  necessary  to  have  teaching  for  two 
hours  in  the  morning  and  for  two  hours  in  the 
afternoon,  and  that  surely  there  was  plenty  of 
unappropriated  time  in  which  religious  teach- 
ing might  be  given  by  those  who  wore  deeply 
interested  in  it.  Does  the  honourable  gentle- 
man not  know  that  the  school-hours  are  all 
occupied  far  beyond  two  hours  in  the  morning 
and  two  hours  in  the  afternoon  ?  In  my  own 
particular  district  .the  children  are  kept  in 
beyond  the  ordinary  school  -  hours,  and  the 
parents  ore  complaining  that  the  children  are 
pressed  so  hard  that  they  cannot  find  time  to  do 
their  lessons.  There  is  one  point  that  he^  not 
been  noticed,  and  it  is  perhaps  the  strongest  of 
the  arguments  against  the  Bill,  and  that  is  the 
overpressure  of  the  syllabus.  That  is  really  the 
greatest  difficulty  which  at  present  exists.  I 
have  spoken  to  teachers  without  number  upon 
this  matter,  and  they  have  said,  "  Where  is  the 
time  7    We  are  favourable  to  the  measure,  but 
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how  con  we  find  the  time  to  give  for  this  pur- 
pose ?  We  are  obliged  to  go  on  pressing  the 
ehUdren.  If  we  do  not,  the  status  of  the  sohool 
goes  down,  our  own  proficiency  is  called  in  ques- 
tion, and  we  at  once  fall  in  the  estimation  of 
the  school  authorities."  I  say  we  are  cramming 
the  intellect  while  we  are  neglecting  to  train 
the  moral  nature  of  the  young;  and  we  are 
neglecting  it  because  we  are  taking  up  the  time 
which  might  be  useful  for  that  purpose.  If  it 
it  is — and  I  believe  it  to  be  to  a  very  large  ex- 
tent— the  voice  of  the  mothers  of  the  colony 
which  has  been  given  in  this  case,  I  say  we 
Are  dealing  with  those  who  have  the  interests 
of  the  children  at  heart  more  than  the  fathers, 
and  who  are  better  able  to  judge  as  to  what 
the  requirements  of  these  children  are,  and 
as  to  what  training  they  ought  to  have,  than 
even  any  others  could  do.  An  honourable 
gentleman  asks,  "What  is  the  duty  of  the 
State  ?  "  We  want,  at  any  rate,  this :  Wo 
want  a  recognition  of  this  book  as  the  founda- 
tion of  morality ;  and  that  it  shall  not  be 
driven  out  of  our  schools,  and  treated  as  a 
thing  worthy  of  indignity,  and  to  bo  expunged 
from  the  category  of  books  admissible  there. 
Accusations  were  made  by  some  honourable 
gentlemen  as  to  the  character  of  our  teachers. 
I  say  a  gross  injustice  has  been  done  to  them 
in  saying  that  even  a  large  number  of  them 
are  unfit  to  teach  religion,  or  to  preside  while 
the  Bible  is  being  read.  The  honourable 
member  for  Nelson  spoke  of  the  petitions 
brought  up  hero,  and  he  questioned  their 
genuineness,  because  he  said  that  many  of  the 
signatures  were  in  the  same  handwriting.  I 
asked  him  whether  he  referred  to  petitions 
from  Kelson,  and  I  am  not  at  liberty  to  say 
what  answer  he  gave  me  in  private.  I  say 
now  that,  if  he  did  refer  to  petitions  from  Nel- 
son, those  who  got  those  petitions  up  took  care 
to  forward  me  certificates  to  this  effect — I  can 
show  them  to  the  honourable  gentleman  if  he 
wishes  it :  that  nearly  every  signature  was  the 
genuine  signature  of  the  person  professing  to 
sign  it ;  and,  where  it  was  not  signed  by  the 
person  himself,  authority  was  given  to  the 
person  going  round  about  for  the  signatures. 
What  shall  we  say  when  an  honourable  gentle- 
man casts  such  a  slur  upon  the  petitions 
presented  to  this  House?  The  honourable 
gentleman  also  spoke  with  regard  to  the  en- 
dowments. Is  he  aware  that,  as  far  as  Otago 
and  Canterbury  are  concerned,  those  endow- 
ments wore  really  purchased  by  the  people 
who  first  colonised  those  parts  ?  He  is  not 
perhaps  so  well  versed  in  tiie  early  history  of 
the  colony  as  I  am — he  has  not  been  so  long 
here — but  I  may  tell  him  this :  In  point  of 
fact,  those  endowments  were  purchased  by  the 
early  colonists,  inasmuch  as  they  paid  a  larger 
snm  for  their  lands  just  for  the  purpose  that  a 
certain  portion  of  them  might  he  devoted  to 
religious  and  even  to  denominational  educa- 
tion. It  is  not  necessary  for  me  to  say  how 
the  persons  intrusted  with  the  care  of  these 
endowments  performed  their  duties.  That 
property  was  intrusted  to  their  care,  and  it 
18  for  them  and  not  for  me  to  answer.    The 


honourable  member  for  St.  Albans  seemed  to 
infer,  from  the  statement  he  made,  that  we 
had  no  right  to  bring  this  matter  to  this  House 
until,  in  fact,  we  haid  a  majority.  How  many 
matters  of  vital  moment — one  was  referred  to 
by  the  honourable  member  who  has  just  spoken 
so  eloquently,  the  abolition  of  slavery — how 
many  matters  of  this  sort,  when  they  were 
first  advocated  in  the  Parliament  at  Home, 
received  scant  support  I  but,  because  they  were 
true  and  just,  those  causes  grew  upon  the 
people,  the  people  became  educated,  and,  last 
of  tJl,  the  members  were  able  to  carry  them. 
And  shall  it  be  said  that  we  should  stand 
still  until  we  get  a  majority  in  this  House 
before  we  discuss  this  matter  ?  "  We  should 
seek,"  an  honourable  gentleman  said,  "  to  edu- 
cate our  constituents."  I  know  that  our  con- 
stituents have  been  educating  a  great  many 
of  our  representatives.  I  think  we  shall  find, 
in  the  division  that  takes  place,  that  a  far  larger 
number  of  honourable  gentlemen  will  go  into 
the  "Ayes"  lobby  with  me  than  on  any  pre- 
vious occasion.  Tho  honourable  member  for 
Thomdon  stated  that  many  people  said  that 
much  of  the  larrikinism  and  crime  was  due  to 
the  want  of  Bible-teaching  in  schools.  He  and 
othor  honourable  gentlemen  were  but  setting 
up  men  of  straw  for  the  purpose  of  knocking 
them  down.  I  am  not  aware  that  any  advo- 
cates of  the  present  measure  have  said  so. 
But  the  late  Premier  of  the  colony  said  in  a 
speech  that  "  morality  must  be  taught,  to  cure 
larrikinism."  I  feel  that  there  are  many  other 
matters  which  I  might  well  refer  to — I  have  not 
exhausted  even  the  notes  I  made — but  I  do  not 
wish  to  weary  the  patience  of  the  House,  and 
I  ask  them  to  come  to  a  decision  upon  tliiH 
question.  There  is  one  other  point  I  wish  to 
refer  to.  It  is  said  that  this  is  the  thin  end 
of  the  wedge  to  introduce  denominationalism. 
Let  me  repeat  now  what  I  said  at  the  begin- 
ning, that  I  have  never  been  an  advocate  of 
denominational  education.  I  have  had  pro- 
mises in  this  House  of  support  for  this  measure 
if  I  would  advocate  denominational  Bills  which 
are  to  come  before  us,  and  I  declined  to  do  so. 
We  ask  simply  this :  that  it  shall  be  left  to  the 
people  themselves  to  say  what  they  want.  We 
ask  that  it  be  loft  to  the  various  local  bodies 
and  Sohool  Committees.  They  surely  can  deal 
with  this  matter.  We  many  of  us  know  cases 
where  the  people  are  almost  unanimous  :  where, 
I  believe,  it  would  bo  possible  to  have  a  Catholic 
teacher  teaching  Catholic  views,  because,  prac- 
tically, there  would  be  no  dissent  at  all.  We 
know  other  places  where  nearly  the  whole  of 
the  settlers  belong  to  some  other  denomination, 
and  where  the  views  of  that  denomination 
might  be  taught.  But,  quite  apart  from  re- 
ligious views,  are  we  to  say  that,  where  a 
Committee  are  so  united  and  where  the  people 
are  so  united  that  there  would  not  be  a  dis- 
sentient voice,  we  shall  refuse  to  allow  them 
that  which  they  sincerely  and  honestly  be- 
lieve will  be  a  boon  which  they  have  a  right 
to  claim  from  this  House  ?  Again,  with  regard 
to  denominationalism,  I  have  only  to  add  that 
those  who  are  refusing  this  measure  are  them- 
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mItbs  paving  the  way  for  the  introdaotion  of 
denonunatioualiam.  If  they  would  have  onr 
present  system  of  education  maintained,  I  say 
to  them,  Do  not  consider  it  a  law  of  the  Medes 
and  Persians,  which  may  never  be  altered.  It 
will  have  to  be  eJtered.  A  very  large  number 
of  the  people  are  determined  that  it  shall  be 
altered,  and  the  longer  that  is  refused  the 
stronger  will  the  feeling  of  the  people  grow. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— I  think  the  legislation  on 
this  subject  should  be  definite.  If  it  is  neces- 
sary for  the  well-being  of  the  youths  attending 
our  State  schools  that  the  Bible  should  be  read, 
then,  I  say,  the  Legislature  should  at  once  enact 
that  the  Book  of  Holy  Writ  should  be  read  at 
given  times.  By  leaving  it  optional  with  School 
Committees  we  are  simply  throwing  down  a 
bone  of  contention,  and  uie  School  Committee 
elections  will  become  a  strife  for  supremacy, 
which  will  cause  ill-feeling  among  the  various 
religious  sects  and  be  very  injurious  to  our 
educational  system.  I  must  say  that  the  views 
I  have  held  on  this  question  have  been  some- 
what shaken  during  the  last  few  years;  so 
much  shaken  that  on  this  occasion  I  shall 
not  feel  myself  justified  in  voting  against  this 
Bill.  If  it  goes  into  Committee  I  shall  endea- 
vour to  have  it  so  amended  that  this  House 
shall  speak  out  plainly  either  in  one  direction 
or  the  other,  and  not  leave  the  matter  optional. 
Another  reason  why  I  rose  to  speak  was  to  say 
that  there  is  some  justification  for  the  strong 
feeling  exhibited  by  the  honourable  ipember 
for  Auckland  Central.  Considering  the  im- 
portance of  the  Bills  which  he  has  on  the 
Order  Paper  for  this  evening,  and  that  this  Bill 
has  never  before,  to  my  knowledge,  taken  half 
the  time  it  has  to-night  in  discussion,  I  think 
there  was  every  justification  for  the  honourable 
gentleman  speaking  as  strongly  as  he  did.  I 
do  not  know  that  we  have  ever  had  an  oocasion 
on  which  two  Ministers  have  spoken  at  such 
length  and,  I  may  say,  in  so  provocative  a 
tone.  I  do  not  know  that  we  have  ever  had, 
from  the  Government  side  of  the  House,  four- 
teen members  following  Ministers  speaking 
upon  this  measure.  These  matters  require 
•zplanation ;  and  if  the  explanation  is  that 
which  has  been  expressed  by  the  honourable 
member  for  Auckland  Central— namely,  that 
the  intention  was  to  prevent  the  Freehold 
Tenure  Acquisition  Bill  and  the  Law  Prac- 
titioners Bill  from  being  discussed — it  is  easy 
to  see  wh^  the  discussion  has  lasted  so  long.  I 
am  positive  that  these  measures  are  of  far 
greater  importance  to  New  Zealand  than  the 
Bill  we  have  had  under  discussion  to-night. 
There  has  been  a  desire  on  the  part  of 
the  Legislature  to  give  large  tracts  of  coun- 
try away  to  a  syndicate  for  railway  purposes, 
and  for  harbours ;  and  the  result  will  be  that, 
ultimately,  when  that  land  is  required  there 
will  be  no  provision  whereby  the  people  can 
demand  as  a  right  to  have  the  occupation  of  it. 
Seeing  that  the  feeling  is  growing  in  the  House 
to  construct  public  works  by  means  of  land- 
grants,  there  is  all  the  more  reason  for  the  in- 
troduction of  a  measure  to  maintain  the  rights 
of  the  people ;  and,  as  the  hononnble  member 
Mr.  Fulton 


for  Auckland  Gantzal  has  been  struggliag  hud 
for  years  to  maintain  those  rights,  and  has,  I)^ 
the  long  discussion  on  this  BiU,  been  prevented 
bringing  forward  his  measures  to-night,  theos 
is  full  excuse  for  the  feeling  and  eamestneas 
he  displayed.  As  regards  the  minor  questicai 
which  the  honourable  gentleman  supposes  the 
legal  gentlemen  of  the  House  have  been  blook- 
ing,  I  scarcely  think  the  honourable  gentleman 
was  justified  in  referring  to  it  in  the  mamier 
in  which  he  did,  because  in  looking  over  tba 
names  of  those  who  have  taken  part  in  the 
debate  I  find  that  those  who  belong  to  the 
legal  profession  arc  in  a  minority.  However, 
this  matter  has  been  discussed,  and  no  doubfc 
the  result  of  the  discussion  will  be  good.  It  is 
not  the  first  occasion  on  which  a  minority,  it 
it  take  time,  will  become  a  majority.  I  shall 
not  feel  myself  justified  in  voting  against  the 
Bill. 

The  House  divided  on  the  question,  "  That 
the  word  '  now '  stand  part  of  the  question." 


Ayes,  14 

Allen 

Joyce 

Stewart,  W.  D. 

Anderson 

McKcnzie,  J.     Tanner. 

Cowan 

Bichardson 

G.          Tellers. 

Peldwick 

Boss 

Buxton 

Hodgkinson 

Steward,  W 
Noes,  31 

.  J.  Fulton. 

I. 

Ballance 

Jackson 

Reeves,  W.  P. 

Barron 

Kelly 

Samuel 

Blake 

Kerr 

Seymour     ■ 

Duncan 

Lawry 

Taylor 

Fergus 

Levestam 

Thompson,  R. 

Fisher 

Marchant 

Walker 

Fitchett 

McGregor 

Withy. 

Fraser 

Moat 

Goldie 

Monk 

Tellers. 

Guinness 

Moss 

Fitzherbert 

Hobbs 

Peacock 
Paibs. 

Grimmond. 

For 

Against. 

Atkinson 

Valentine 

Bruce 

Hislop 

Can-oil 

Mitchelson 

Fish 

Beeves,  B.  H.  J. 

Graham 

Beetham 

Hall 

Macuthur 

Jones 

Izard 

Lamaoh 

Vogel 

Mackenzie,  T. 

Pearson 

MilU 

Buchanan 

Parata 

Bichardson,  E. 

Pyke 

O'Conor 

Bhodes 

Newman 

Taiwhanga 

Loughrey 

Tumbuli 

O'Oallaghan 

Ward. 

Mackenzie,  M.J.S. 

Majority  against,  17. 

Bill  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time  that  daj 
six  months. 

The  House  adjourned  at  half-past  one  o'clock 
aju. 
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HOUSE    OP   REPRESENTATIVES. 
Monday,  38th  November,  1887. 


Qoreminent  BnBinesg— Customs  Tariff — Oovemor's 
Salary  and  Allowances  Bill — IkOnlsters'  Salaries 
and  iQlowancea  BUI. 


Mz.  Speakeb  took  the  choii  at  half-past  two 
o'clock. 
Pbatbbs. 

GOVERNMENT  BUSINESS. 

Major  ATKINSON. — In  moving  this  motion 
I  shonld  like  to  aak  the  House  for  permission 
to  insert  the  word  "  Thursday "  as  well  as 
"Wednesday."  I  shonld  have  been  glad  not  to 
propose  to  add  Thursday,  but  the  occurrences 
of  the  past  few  sittings  on  which  private  mem- 
bers' business  was  down  for  consideration  have 
shown  that  there  are  a  number  of  members  who 
have  determined  that  opportunity  shall  not  be 
given  for  the  consideration  of  certain  Bills  which 
I  should  have  been  glad  to  see  discussed,  and 
which  I  have  used  my  personal  influence  to  get 
discussed,  but  without  effect.  I  confess  that  I 
think  our  Standing  Orders  are  defective  in  this 
matter,  for,  clearly,  private  members  have  a 
tight  to  expect  that  the  House  shall  have  an 
opportunity  of  espressing  an  opinion  upon  any 
measures  which  they  may  bring  forward,  and 
the  Hoase  ought  to  have  that  opportunity,  even 
though  a  few  honourable  members  may  not 
desire  those  particular  measures  to  pass.  I 
have  some  hope  that  the  Standing  Orders  of 
the  House  of  Commons,  which,  I  think,  are 
applicable  to  this  Assembly,  do  provide  for 
this ;  but  the  Speaker  prefers  to  take  time 
to  consider  the  matter.  All  I  can  say  now 
is  that,  if  the  House  agrees  to  this  motion,  I 
will  endeavour,  if  possible,  to  secure  that  the 
House  shall  have  an  opportunity  of  discussing 
these  measures.  But  it  is  of  no  use  devoting 
a  day  to  these  Bills  if  time  is  to  be  wasted  as 
hitherto.  I  hope  the  House  will  agree  to  the 
motion,  and  will  consent  to  the  amendment  I 
have  asked  to  make.  If  leave  is  refused,  I 
shall  get  some  one  to  move  an  amendment. 

Leave  to  amend  refused. 

Motion  made,  and  question  proposed,  "  That 
Government  business  take  precedence  on  Wed- 
nesdays for  the  remainder  of  the  session." — 
{Major  Atkiraon.) 

Sir  G.  GREY.— It  would  be,  I  think,  satis- 
bctory  to  the  House  if  we  had  a  rather  clearer 
explanation  from  the  Premier  upon  this  sub- 
ject. I  understand  him  to  say  that  he  will 
endeavour  to  give  to  the  House  an  opportunity 
of  discussing  these  measures  and  expressing  an 
epinion  npon  them. 

Mr.  LEVESTAM.  — Those  that  he  tliinks 
desirable,  only. 

Sir  G.  GREY.— "Those  that  he  thinks  desir- 
able." But  I  mean  that  even  then  he  does  not 
promise  that  there  will  be  a  chance  given  of 
getting  them  passed  this  session.  If  it  is  to  be 
only  a  discussion, — and  I  have  no  doubt  the 
Premier  means  that, — I  do  not  think  it  would 
be  satisfactory  really  to  anybody,  and  I  think 
it  would  simply  increase  Uie  mortification  of 


those  whose  measures  have  been  rejected,  and 
perhaps  further  disappoint  the  country.  Then, 
I  onderstand  one  honourable  gentleman  raises 
this  question :  that  the  Hon.  the  Premier 
only  proposes  to  agree  to  this  with  reference 
to  those  Bills  which  he  thinks  it  desirable  to 
bi^ng  forward.  I  think,  if  he  will  mention  the 
Bills  he  will  allow  to  come  up,  and  that  he 
will  allow  them  to  come  up  in  time  to  pass  this 
session,  we  shall  be  much  better  able  to  ex- 
press Our  opinion.  Perhaps  the  honourable 
gentleman  will  bo  good  enough  to  give  us  that 
information. 

Major  ATKINSON.— I  have  not  made  the 
motion  that  the  honourable  gentleman  seems 
to  understand.  I  have  only  moved  that  Wed- 
nesday be  given  up.  There  is  no  doubt  an 
amendment  will  be  moved  to  that  effect. 
But  it  is  impossible  for  me  to  say  that  any 
of  these  private  Bills  will  be  passed  this  ses- 
sion. I  have  given,  as  the  House  knows, 
every  opportunity  for  this  business,  and  we 
have  hod  wEbsted  no  less  than  three  private 
members'  days  already.  Nothing  has  been 
done  ;  and  that,  I  think,  will  occur  again  un- 
less we  come  to  some  arrangement.  I  shall 
be  very  glad  this  week  to  give  a  day,  if  pos- 
sible ;  but,  looking  at  the  time  at  the  disposal 
of  the  House,  the  large  number  of  Bills  on 
the  Order  Paper,  and  the  present  feeling  of 
the  House,  I  am  afraid  there  is  very  little  hope 
of  many  of  them  passing.  I  should  be  glad  to 
see  some  of  them  passed  ;  but  I  could  not  give 
any  pledge  as  to  their  passing,  though  I  would 
gladly  try  to  get  a  day  this  week  for  their  con- 
sideration, I  think  it  is  useless  bringing  them 
on  unless  we  can  come  to  some  arrangement. 

Mr.  FISH. — If  the  honourable  gentleman  in- 
tends seriously  to  give  a  day  this  week  to  pri- 
vate members'  Bill,  what  necessity  is  there  to 
take  away  Thursday  ?  Why  should  he  take 
that  day  away,  if  he  is  prepared  to  give  Friday? 
I  said  "  No  "  not  so  much  against  the  extra 
day  being  taken,  but  because  I  thought  notice 
ought  to  be  given  of  such  a  proposal,  so  that 
members  might  consider  its  effect.  I  agree 
with  the  honourable  member  for  Auckland 
Central  that  the  Hon.  the  Premier  ought  to  be 
a  little  more  definite  as  to  what  his  intentions 
are  with  regard  to  these  Bills. 

Mr.  G,  P.  RICHARDSON.— I  beg  to  move, 
That  the  words  "  and  Thursdays  "  be  included 
in  the  motion. 

Mr,  LEVESTAM.— I  shonld  like  the  Premier 
to  explain  what  he  means  when  lie  says  the 
Government  would  give  a  chance  to  the  House 
to  consider  such  Bills  as  he  thinks  desirable. 
There  are  a  number  of  honourable  gentlemen 
who  have  Bills  on  the  Order  Paper,  and  I  do 
not  think  they  would  like  very  much  that  their 
Bills  should  be  set  aside  for  certain  Bills  the 
Government  consider  desirable.  I  think  the 
Bills  the  Government  consider  desirable  should 
come  up  from  them  as  Government  measures. 
I  have  a  Bill  on  the  Order  Paper,  and  the 
Government  may  consider  it  a  Bill  that  it  is  not 
desirable  should  be  considered  by  the  House  ; 
and  I  should  like  a  little  further  explanation. 

Mr.  SAMUEL.— I  am  surprised  that  an  old 
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tactician  like  the  Premier  should  make  anch  a 
suggestion  as  the  one  he  has  just  now  made. 
Is  he  going  to  take  upon  himself  the  invidious 
teksk  of  selecting  a  few  Bills  from  the  many 
Bills  brought  forward  by  private  members, 
and  saying  that  these  Bills  shall  be  given 
prominence  to,  and  that  they  shall  be  put 
in  such  a  position  as  that  they  shall  have 
a  chance  of  passing,  while  other  Bills  shall 
have  no  chance  at  all?  It  seems  to  me, 
Sir,  that  the  Premier  is  likely  to  acqulle  very 
little  popularity  by  such  a  proposal  as  that. 
Several  members  have  brought  in  Bills,  and 
have  set  down  the  Bills  for  second  reading  on 
such  days  as  they  may  have  selected ;  and  they 
have  to  take  their  chance,  and  if  that  ohajice  is 
taken  away,  and  prominence  given  to  other  pri- 
vate Bills,  it  will  be  wrong  and  unjust.  I  think 
it  would  be  most  arbitrary  and  tyrsinnioal,  and 
I  trust  the  Premier  will  not  attempt  to  take 
such  a  course.  A  good  many  private  members 
have  introduced  Bills,  and  each  one  thinks 
that  his  Bill  is  of  great  importance.  If  the 
Oovemment  arc  going  to  select  any  of  these, 
let  them  take  them  up  and  carry  them  on  as 
Government  measures,  but  not  select  them  as 
private  members'  Bills,  and  give  them  undue 
prominence  for  the  sake  of  currying  favour  with 
those  members  who  have  introduced  them.  I 
do  trust  that  the  Government  will  deal  fairly 
with  private  members. 

Mr.  GUINNESS.— I  shall  certainly  support 
the  sunendment  moved  by  the  Hon.  the  Minis- 
ter of  Lands,  because  I  take  it  that,  while  our 
Standing  Orders  remain  as  they  are,  it  is  use- 
less for  us  to  waste  any  more  time  debating 
these  private  members'  Bills.  The  session  must 
be  brought  to  a  close  before  the  end  of  the  year, 
at  any  rate ;  and  I  hope  this  is  an  indication  on 
the  part  of  the  Government  that  it  is  the  desire 
of  the  Government  to  finish  the  session  before 
Christmas,  for  I  shall  do  all  in  my  power  to 
assist  them  to  do  that.  I  say  that,  so  long  as 
our  Standing  Orders  remain  as  they  are  at  pre- 
sent, and  enable  members  to  talk  out  private 
members'  Bills  which  they  deem  objection- 
able, we  shall  never  get  on  with  the  business, 
and  there  is  no  chance  of  the  Bills  passing 
unless  an  alteration  is  made  in  the  Standing 
Orders.  For  these  reasons,  I  think  the  Govern- 
ment are  acting  wisely. 

Major  STEWARD.— I  think  it  is  a  matter  of 
special  hardship  that  the  honourable  gentle- 
man should  not  have  given  the  House  notice 
of  his  intention  to  ask  for  Thursday  next.  The 
notice  on  the  Order  Paper  is  not  an  unusual  one 
at  this  period  of  the  session ;  but  the  Govern- 
ment not  only  ask  for  Wednesdays,  but  desire 
Thursdays  also,  and  I  submit  that  that  should 
have  appeared  on  the  Order  Paper.  I  say  so 
for  one  reason  especially.  The  honourable 
member  for  Manawatu  has  a  Bill  which  stands 
first  on  the  Order  Paper  for  Thursday  evening, 
which  must  necessarily  have  come  on,  and 
could  not  by  any  possibility  have  been  talked 
out,  and  which  not  only  his  district,  but  the 
district  I  have  the  honour  to  represent,  and  also 
the  district  of  the  honourable  member  for  Ash- 
hurton,  have  the  strongest  possible  interest  in. 
Mr.  Samuel 


The  matter  is  one  of  remedying  the  very  great 
injustice  which  we  have  been  subjected  to 
under  the  operation  of  the  Hospitals  ajid  Ohaii- 
table  Institutions  Act — an  injustice,  I  say, 
because  in  the  case  of  Waimate  the  coontf 
pays  £600  a  year  more  than  it  ought  to  be 
called  upon  to  pay,  and  it  was  expected  that 
the  matter  would  be  remedied  this  session  in 
some  manner.  The  Bill  has  passed  its  second 
reading,  and  would  necessarily  have  come  ap 
for  committal  as  the  first  order  for  Thursday 
evening.  There  have  been  x>etitions  presented 
on  both  sides  respecting  it,  and  I  believe  it 
would  pass  through  Committee  in  some  foim 
that  would  give  relief.  Had  it  been  a  local  Bill 
it  could  not  by  any  possibility  have  been  sbnt 
out,  but,  because  our  remedy  is  necessarily  by 
way  of  amending  a  pablio  Act,  we  are  obliged 
to  proceed  by  a  public  Bill.  I  do  therefore 
think  that  it  is  very  hard  lines  that  notice 
should  not  have  been  given,  and  that  we  should 
be  thus  shut  out  from  our  remedy.  I  would 
put  it  to  the  honourable  gentleman  opposite 
that,  if  he  carries  the  motion  wixh  regard  to . 
taking  Thursday,  he  should,  at  all  events, 
seeing  the  importance  of  this  Bill,  and  that  it 
would  necessarily  have  come  on  on  Thursday 
evening,  give  us  an  opportunity  of  bringing  the 
Bill  on. 

Mr.  W.  P.  REEVES.— Before  going  to  a  vote 
on  the  amendment  of  the  Minister  of  Jjands- 
I  should  like  to  ask  the  Premier  a  question. 
There  is  a  special  class  of  private  Bills  in 
which  certain  honourable  gentlemen  take  & 
particular  interest,  and  of  those  honourable 
gentlemen  I  am  one.  I  understand  from  the 
Premier  that  he  will  probably  allow  a  sort  of 
expurgated  list  of  private  Bills  to  come  on  some 
day — a  day  he  may  fix.  If  the  honourable 
gentleman  will  toll  us  that  the  Harbour  Board 
Bills  will  not  be  included  in  the  expurgated 
list — and  amongst  thorn  I  include  the  Opunake 
Harbour  Bill — I  shall  be  most  happy  to  sup* 
port  the  amendment  of  the  ilinister  of  Lands ; 
and  I  think  there  are  several  other  young 
and  honourable  members  who  will  do  the  same 
thing. 

Mr.  HAMLIN. — I  should  certainly  like  to 
ask  the  Premier  and  the  Minister  of  Lands 
their  intention  with  reference  to  certain  Bills 
on  the  Order  Paper  for  Thursday.  Is  it  theix 
intention,  immediately  after  the  questions  axe 
asked,  to  call  on  the  Government  orders  of  the 
day;  or  is  it  their  intention  to  allow  certain 
local  Bills  down  for  that  day  to  be  considered? 
It  would  depend  entirely  upon  the  answer  to 
that  question  as  to  how  I  should  vote  with 
reference  to  taking  Thursday. 

Mr.  FELD WICK.  — Sir,  I  am  in  the  same 
position  as  the  last  speaker.  One  of  my  Bills 
is  in  the  position  of  having  been  interrupted  in 
its  second  reading,  and  I  should  like  to  know 
clearly  from  the  Premier  if  he  will  allow  my 
Bill  an  opportunity  of  coming  on  on  Thursday, 
or,  othervrise,  if  he  will  give  us  another  and 
better  opportunity  than  Thursday  aftemooQ 
affords,  this  session.  There  is  no  doubt  these 
local  Bills  stand  in  a  very  unfortunate  position. 
CertOiin  members  of  this  House  seem  to  think 
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tiiat  the  piincipaJ  talent  for  a  new  member  is 
that  of  stone-walling.  The  result  has  been 
that  for  the  last  two  oi  three  Thursdays  Bills 
have  been  talked  oat.  I  do  not  think  my  Bill 
was  intentionally  talked  oat :  I  believe  the  Bill 
they  wished  talked  out  was.  about  two  Bills 
below  mine.  I  appeal  to  members  of  this 
House  to  consider  Harbour  Bills  and  other  Bills 
npon  their  merits.  There  may  be  good  Har- 
bour Bills  as  well  as  bad  ones;  and  there  is 
no  doubt  that  many  of  these  local  Bills  very 
sezionsly  affect  localities,  and  they  are  of  far 
more  importance  than  some  of  the  private 
members'  public  Bills.  The  Premier  knowing 
to  what  an  ostent  local  interests  are  affected 
by  many  of  these  Bills,  I  hope  the  honourable 
gentleman  will  give  us  an  assurance  that  we 
shall  have  a  fair  opportunity  of  considering 
some  of  those  Bills  this  session. 

Mr.  MILLS. — If  there  is  one  consideration 
more  than  another  that  would  induce  me  to 
support  the  amendment  it  is  the  prospect  of 
seeing  no  more  of  the  BUls  of  the  class  to  which 
the  last  speaker  alluded.  I  sincerely  hope  that 
the  Government  will  take  away  the  private 
members'  days,  and  so  enable  the  House  to  get 
on  with  the  business  of  the  country.  Wo  have 
been  told  by  the  leader  of  the  Opposition  that 
he  will  not  allow  business  to  be  hurried,  and 
that  we  must  sit  on  here  until  the  business  of 
the  country  is  concluded,  and  that  those  of  us 
who  are  anxious  to  get  home  did  not  give 
oar  constituents  to  understand,  when  seeking 
their  support,  that  we  should  only  be  able  to 
give  two  months  to  the  business  of  the  coun- 
try. I  make  bold  to  say  that,  if  members 
could  appeal  to  the  country  now,  they  would 
find  that  there  is  but  one  feeling  through- 
out the  country,  and  that  is  a  feeling  of  ab- 
horrence at  the  great  waste  of  time  that  has 
gone  on,  and  the  country  would  applaud  the 
efforts  of  any  honourable  member  who  endea- 
voored  to  get  the  business  of  the  country 
poshed  through.  It  must  be  borne  in  mind 
that  a  good  many  of  us  have  been  devoting  our- 
selves now  practically  for  seven  months  to  the 
business  of  the  country ;  and  really,  I  think, 
the  only  practical  issue  of  our  efforts  for  that 
time  hios  been  the  carrying -through  of  the 
measure  in  connection  with  the  Midland  Bail- 
way  the  other  day.  That,  Sir,  is  probably 
one  of  the  most  important  pieces  of  legisla- 
tion that  have  ever  been  carried  through  this 
House — important  both  on  account  of  its  own 
magnitude  and  of  the  effect  it  will  have  on  the 
fotaie  of  the  country  in  the  creation  of  a  very 
laige  institution,  to  be  followed,  probably,  by 
similar  institutions  in  connection  with  the 
Otogo  Central  and  the  Korth  Island  Trunk 
Kailway ;  and  yet  it  was  carried  through  in 
one  day.  This  House,  by  approving  of  that 
scheme,  has  initiated  a  new  factor  altogether 
in  the  management  of  the  country's  affairs. 
We  did  all  that  in  one  day,  and  that  is  the 
only  piece  of  important  business  that  we  have 
done  during  the  seven  months  since  the  begin- 
ning of  last  session.  I  hope  the  Government 
will  carry  this  amendment. 

Dr.  PITCHETT.— I  trust  the  Premier  will 


reconsider  his  decision  as  to  this  proposed 
system  of  expurgated  Order  Papers.  Some  ob- 
jections have  already  been  raised  to  it,  but  the 
most  serious  of  all  has  not  yet  been  mentioned. 
To  my  mind  it  is  a  dangerous  innovation,  and 
will  give  to  the  Government  an  enormous  power 
of  patronage  and  favouritism.  If  this  power  of 
selection  is  exercised  by  the  Government,  then 
when  such-and-such  u  i^rivate  Bill  appears  at 
the  toj^  of  the  Order  Paper  the  presumption 
will  arise  that  the  member  so  favoured  has 
given  the  Government  a  consideration  for  the 
favour.  Looking  at  it  from  that  point  of  view, 
my  opinion  is  that  the  innovation  will  not  work 
for  political  righteousness. 

Mr.  HOBBS.  — I  am  one  of  those  who  feel 
that  they  ought  to  have  some  consideration 
given  them,  and  I  rise  to  protest  against  the 
sweeping  charge  of  the  Premier  that  the 
House  has  been  wasting  time.  If  he  had  said 
some  members,  and  gone  a  little  further  and 
said  a  certain  party  had  wasted  time,  and 
gone  a  little  further  still  and  named  certain 
honourable  members  as  having  wasted  time,  I 
should  not  have  risen  now  to  protest  agaiust 
the  sweeping  nature  of  the  charge.  I  have  sat 
patiently  day  after  day  and  month  after  month, 
and  now  business  is  to  go  by  the  board,  and  my 
Bill,  which  is  a  very  important  one,  is  to  have 
the  same  chance  as  the  rest. 

Mr.  TAIWHANGA.— I  think  honourable 
members  have  to  blame  themselves  for  wasting 
time.  If  honourable  members  had  followed 
my  example  and  not  made  such  long  speeches 
there  would  have  been  plenty  of  time  to  get 
through  the  business.  I  shall  not  blame  the 
Oovemmont  if  all  these  Bills  have  now  to  be 
slaughtered. 

Mr.  WALKER.— I  should  like  to  ask  the 
Colonial  Secretary,  with  reference  to  the  Bill  of 
the  honourable  member  for  Manawatu,  whether 
the  Government  have  considered  the  measure, 
and  are  now  prepared  to  make  certain  amend- 
ments which  the  Colonial  Secretary  stated 
would  meet  the  diificulty  which  he  referred  to 
when  the  Bill  was  last  before  the  House.  If 
the  Government  are  able  to  assure  us  that  they 
will  take  charge  of  the  Bill,  my  honourable 
friends  and  myself  will  be  perfectly  satisfied. 
The  measure  is  as  importaut,  perhaps,  as  many 
which  the  Government  bring  down ;  and  I 
trust,  therefore,  that  they  will  be  prepared  to- 
state  whether  they  will  take  that  Bill  up  and 
treat  it  as  a  Bill  of  public  importance. 

Mr.  TAYLOR.— I  trust  the  Government  will 
not  deal  specially  with  the  Bill  which  has  just 
been  referred  to.  I  hope  the  Government  will 
stick  to  their  colours  and  do  what  is  right — 
take  up  all  or  none,  and  make  no  invidious, 
distinctions. 

Mr.  HISLOP.— With  reference  to  the  Bill 
alluded  to  by  the  honourable  member  for  A-sh- 
burton,  I  may  state  that  the  Government  has 
not  had  sufficient  time  to  consider  fully  the 
question  which  is  dealt  with  by  that  Bill,  but  I 
have  had  sufficient  information  placed  before 
me  to  convince  me  that  it  is  impossible  to  deal 
with  the  Bill  this  session  to  the  satisfaction  of 
the  honourable  gentleman.    With  loferenoe  to 
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the  question  generally,  the  Premier  stated  last 
week  that  probably  he  would  oak  for  Thursday 
u  well  as  Wednesday,  and  therefore  it  can 
hardly  be  said  that  the  House  is  taken  by  sur- 
prise. Aa  to  private  Bills,  what  the  Premier 
stated  was  this :  that,  if  the  House  showed  an 
inclination  to  have  any  particular  Bill  brought 
forward  which  the  Gk>vermnent  considered  of 
pressing  importance,  he  would  endeavour  to 
give  consideration  to  that  Bill,  but  that  it  was 
better  to  devote  the  time  at  their  disposal  to 
the  consideration  of  those  measures  which  it  is 
neoessary  to  pass,  instead  of  their  passage  being 
risked  by  discussions  on  Bills  which  could  not 
possibly  be  got  through  this  session. 

Mr.  R.  H.  J.  REEVES.— I  am  sorry  at  the 
attempt  which  is  now  being  made  to  hurry 
through  the  business  in  the  manner  proposed. 
We  are  hore  to  put  the  country  in  a  proper 
state,  and  we  ought  to  do  so  even  if  we  have 
to  come  back  here  after  Christmas.  I  have  no 
Bill  myself  that  I  am  particularly  anxious 
about,  but  I  am  speaking  in  the  interests  of  the 
majority  of  honourable  members  who  have  got 
Bills  on  the  Order  Paper,  and  who  wish  to  see 
them  carried  through.  It  is  all  very  well  for 
the  honourable  member  for  Sydenham  to  say, 
"  Put  everything  by  the  board."  I  do  not  be- 
lieve in  that  for  a  moment. 

Mr.  TAYLOR.— What  I  said  was,  "None  or 
all,  not  making  invidious  distinctions." 

Mr.  R.  H.  J.  REEVES.— Then  I  misunder- 
stood the  honourable  gentleman.  I  quite  agree 
with  the  honourable  member  for  Greymouth 
that  the  state  of  our  Standing  Orders  prevents 
honourable  members  from  getting  their  Bills 
brought  on,  and  I  think  if  fresh  business  were 
allowed  to  bo  brouglit  forward  after  half-past 
twelve  you  would  find  that  no  Bills  would  be 
blocked,  but  that  the  business  would  go  on 
just  the  same  as  ordinarily.  I  do  not  think 
that  the  Government  is  acting  judiciously  in 
forcing  this  proposal  on  private  members.  The 
honourable  member  for  Port  Chalmers  com- 
plained of  the  waste  of  time  there  has  been  in 
the  House.  No  doubt  there  has  been  a  waste  of 
time,  but  I  do  not  think  it  is  attributable  to  this 
side  of  the  House ;  I  am  quite  clear  of  that.  I 
believe  that  if  the  Government  had  treated  the 
House  as  it  ought  to  have  done  the  business 
would  have  gone  on  more  satisfactorily.  I  pro- 
test against  the  proposal  of  the  Government, 
and  shall  therefore  vote  against  it. 

Mr.  FITZHEBBERT.— I  shall  probably  vote 
for  the  amendment,  if  the  Premier  will  make  a 
promise.  The  Premier  mentioned  that  if  wo 
gave  him  our  private  day  he  would  see  that  we 
got  another  private  day  for  business,  and  that 
be  would  regulate  the  Order  Paper.  That  is 
what  I  object  to — the  Government  regulating 
the  Order  Paper.  Honourable  members  have 
set  down  their  Bills  for  certain  days  when  it 
seemed  to  them  they  would  have  the  best 
chance  of  coming  on ;  and  we  should  interfere 
with  their  privileges  altogether  if  we  pat  the 
discretion  in  the  Premier's  hands.  I  will  sup- 
port the  amendment  if  the  Premier  assures  us 
that,  if  we  give  up  private  members'  days,  he 
Mr.  Hisloy 


will  allow  private  members'  busiziess  to  coxae 
on,  when  it  does  come  on,  in  proper  order. 

Mr.  TURNBULL.— I  am  afraid  if  the  Pre- 
mier makes  a  promise  the  House  will  prevent 
its  having  efieot,  beoause,  if  thero  are  meaaares 
to  come  on  objectionable  to  some  hononzable 
members,  they  will,  as  before,  talk  them  oat, 
and  if  the  rule  rendering  that  possible  is  sas- 
panded  it  will  mean  such  long  sittings  that  the 
man  with  the  strongest  constitution  will  stand 
the  best  chance  of  getting  his  Bills  thiongh. 
The  general  business  of  tlie  country  is  of  far 
more  importance  than  that  of  any  private 
member,  and  therefore  I  support  the  amend- 
ment iinreservedly,  and  hope  the  Premier  will 
give  no  promise. 

Amendment  to  add  "  and  Thursdays  "  agreed 
to. 

Sir  J.  VOGEL.— I  support  the  taking  of  Wed- 
nesday and  Thursday  for  Government  business, 
for  this  reason :  that  it  seems  to  me  the  wish  of 
the  House  that  the  session  should  be  brought 
to  a  conclusion  as  early  as  possible ;  at  any 
rate,  within  a  fixed  period,  no  matter  what  the 
state  of  public  business  may  be.  That  being 
the  case,  it  appears  to  me  that,  the  Government 
business  being  by  far  the  most  important  to 
the  colony,  it  is  our  duty  to  give  it  every 
opportunity  of  being  done.  I  shall  have  occa- 
sion to  refer  to  the  subject  again,  so  I  will 
merely  briefly  say  now  that,  as  to  the  waste  of 
time  which  has  taken  place,  it  has  been  caused 
by  the  action  of  the  Government  itself,  and 
because  of  its  being  incapable  of  properly  lend- 
ing the  House.  For  my  part,  I  think  what 
has  taken  place  lately — the  constant  resort,  to 
put  the  thing  plainly,  to  "  talking  out "  mea- 
sures— is  an  odious  practice,  and  one  that  all 
sides  of  the  House  should  join  in  discouraging ; 
and  I  take  it  that,  if  it  is  allowed  to  go  on,  the 
effect  will  be  retaliation  on  retaliation,  until 
all  parliamentary  discipline  and  organization 
is  swallowed  up,  and  the  very  worst  possible 
feeling  will  prevail  amongst  honourable  mem- 
bers. If  I  can  give  any  assistance  to  the  Go- 
vernment at  any  time  in  stopping  this  practice 
I  shall  be  only  too  glad  to  do  so.  As  regards  the 
business  of  private  members  which  should  be 
done,  I  hope  the  Government  will  find  an  op- 
portunity of  allowing  local  Bills  to  be  dealt 
with.  Next  to  Bills  which  aftect  the  whole 
colony,  arc  local  Bills — measures  which  affect 
particular  parts  of  the  colony — and  there  is  a 
great  deal  of  expense  incidental  to  bringing 
them  on,  and  it  is  a  very  hard  thing  not  to 
allow  them  to  be  considered  during  the  session. 
As  regards  the  remainder  of  the  measures 
standing  in  the  names  of  private  members, 
thero  are  throe  Bills  which,  in  my  opinion,  are 
pre-eminently  of  importance,  seeing  the  con- 
dition of  the  colony  and  the  great  want  of 
employment  and  occupation  which  prevails 
throughout  it.  The  first  of  those  is  the  Otago 
Central  Railway  Bill ;  the  next  is  the  Kamo- 
Kawakawa  Railway  Bill — both  of  which,  in  my 
opinion,  it  is  desirable  the  Government  shonld 
take  charge  of.  They  are  measures  which 
would  have  the  effect  of  opening  large  areas  of 
the  colony,  and  affording  a  very  large  amonnt 
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of  employment  to  great  nombeTs  of  men.  If 
the  Bills  are  passed  the  negotiations  and  the 
basinass  to  be  done  under  them  will  have  to  be 
carried  oat  by  the  Government,  and  therefore 
it  seems  to  me  that  these  Bills  are  Bills  which 
the  Government  should  take  ohaige  of,  so  that 
they  may  be  assured  that  the  provisions  of  the 
measures  are  such  as  they  can  aot  npon.  The 
tfaiid  Bill  also  is  a  Bill  promotive  of  local  in- 
dnstry :  it  is  the  Law  Practitioners  Bill.  That 
Bill  is  a  measure  which,  if  carried,  would 
enable  a  number  of  young  colonists  to  earn  a 
xeapectable  livelihood,  which  they  are  now  pre- 
vented from  doing  in  consequence  of  a  trade 
uomopoly.  Ther^ore  I  trust  that  this  Bill  is 
one  opening  the  door  to  a  larger  amount  of 
«inployment ;  and,  seeing  what  has  notoriously 
taken  place  in  regard  to  it,  in  its  being  "  talked 
oat" — a  practice  which  has  now  become  so 
established  that  every  honourable  member 
knows  the  meaning  of  the  term — I  say.  Sir, 
that,  seeing  how  two,  at  any  rate,  of  the  three 
pacticnlar  Bills  to  which  I  have  referred  have 
been  affected  by  that  practice,  I  hope  the  Go- 
vernment will  give  opportunity  for  proceeding 
with  these  Bills :  and  it  would  be  very  easy  to 
do  so,  as  the  Premier  knows. 

Sir  Q.  GREY. — I  wish  to  add  one  argument 
why  the  Law  Practitioners  Bill  should  be 
allowed  to  pass,  and  it  is  this :  that  I  do  not 
think  vice  ought  to  be  allowed  to  walk  triumph- 
ant in  this  House.  I  do  not  think  the  wrong 
attempts  which  were  made  the  other  night  to 
prevent  that  Bill  passing,  and  so  to  entail  a 

nt  evil  on  the  colony,  ought  to  triumph.  I 
ot  think  that  seme  two  or  three  selfish  men 
in  this  House  ought  to  be  allowed  to  defeat 
the  intentions  of  Parliament.  One  honourable 
member  —  the  honourable  member  for  Grey- 
mouth —  lias  several  successive  years  assisted 
in  these  attempts*,  and  the  honourable  member 
for  New  Plymouth  also  has  done  so,  and  I  hope 
this  House  at  last  will  prevent  a  few  tyrants 
of  that  kind  from  pressing  down  the  talent 
of  New  Zealand.  I  am  glad  to  join,  therefore, 
with  the  honourable  member  for  Christchurch 
North  in  his  expression  of  opinion  on  that  sub- 
ject. Now  I  turn  to  another  point.  I  believe 
that  the  one  thing  which  is  needful  for  New 
Zealand  is  to  sot  the  minds  of  some  thou- 
sands of  tenant  farmers  at  rest.  The  deferred- 
Sayment  settlers  ought,  without  an  hour's 
elay,  to  be  relieved  from  disabilities  under 
which  they  are  now  labouring.  That  is  one 
thing.  In  the  same  way  I  think  the  village 
settlers  who  have  been  put  on  their  settlements 
nnder  snch  hard  terms  ought  to  be  relieved 
from  terms  which  certainly  will  oppress  them. 
If  honourable  gentlemen  saw  some  of  the 
piteous  letters  I  have  had  sent  to  me  from 
•11  parts  of  the  country  I  am  sure  they  would 
&el  that  these  two  classes  of  men  should 
have  instantaneous  relief.  I  think,  therefore, 
the  Fair  Bent  Bill  ought  certainly  to  be  passed 
this  session ;  and  I  think,  also,  that  that  Bill 
which  would  take  off  from  the  village  settlers 
the  hard  conditions  which  now  press  them 
to  the  earth  is  a  Bill  which  ought  to  be  pressed 
thiongh  duiing  the  present  session.     I  feel  I 


am  right  in  contending  that  this  ought  to  be 
done. 

Mr.  SAMUEL. — I  often  have  the  misfortune 
to  be  the  cause  of  bringing  the  honourable 
member  for  Auckland  Central  to  his  feet,  and 
the  honourable  gentleman  sometimes  is  the 
cause  of  bringing  mo  to  my  feet,  and 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— The  honourable  member 
has  exhausted  his  right  to  apeak,  and  cannot 
speak  again  on  this  motion. 

Mr.  FISH. — I  should  like  to  say  in  corrobo- 
ration of  the  honourable  member  for  Auckland 
Central  that  there  can  be  no  doubt  at  all  that 
the  discussion  which  took  place  the  other 
evening  on  the  Bible-in-SchooIs  Bill  was  a  de- 
cided attempt  on  the  part  of  three  or  four 
honourable  members  to  prevent  the  Bill  of  the 
honourable  member  fdr  Auckland  Central  from 
coming  on — not  so  much  by  speaking  them- 
selves as  by  inciting  other  honourable  members 
to  speak,  and  holding  themselves  in  reserve  till 
all  others  were  exhausted.  It  is  amusing,  too, 
to  find  that  one  honourable  gentleman  who 
took  part  in  that  course,  in  causing  waste  of 
time  on  that  evening,  is  the  same  honourable 
gentleman  who  has  on  the  Order  Paper  a 
motion  to  curtail  the  right  of  individual  mem- 
bers to  speak  in  this  House.  These  little 
things  show  the  inconsistency  of  the  honourable 
gentlemen  very  markedly  —  they  are  capable 
of  such  action,  and  yet  boast  of  their  desire  to 
shorten  the  debates  in  this  House.  It  is  noto- 
rious to  the  House,  without  mentioning  names, 
who  were  the  three  or  four  members  who  made 
a  determined  and  successful  attempt  on  Friday 
evening' to  prevent  the  Bill  of  the  honourable 
member  for  Auckland  Central  from  coming  on 
— a  Bill  which,  if  passed,  would  have  the  effect 
of  interfering  with  their  particular  business. 

Mr.  MENTEATH.— To  give  some  honour- 
able gentlemen  an  opportunity  of  replying  to 
certain  accusations  which  have  been  made, 
and  therefore  to  afford  an  opportunity  of  free 
discussion,  which  this  House  always  desires,  I 
move  "  the  previous  question." 

Mr.  \V.  P.  REEVES.— Charges  have  been 
made  this  afternoon  against  some  members  of 
pursuing  the  pernicious  practice  of  talking  mea- 
sures out.  I  have  never  had  anything  to  do  with 
talking  measures  out,  but  I  consider  that,  so 
long  as  the  custom  of  the  House  is  what  it  is 
with  regard  to  the  way  important  measures 
are  allowed  to  be  carried  through,  the  practice 
of  talking  out,  far  from  being  pernicious  and 
far  from  being  useless,  is  a  practice  of  very 
great  value  to  the  country.  So  long  as  im- 
portant Bills  like  Harbour  Loan  Bills,  which 
inflict  odious  burdens  of  taxation  on  localities, 
are  allowed  to  be  brought  in  in  the  careless, 
reckless  way  in  which  they  now  are, — so  long 
afl  a  number  of  most  important  measures,  in- 
flicting most  oppressive  burdens  on  oettain 
districts,  are  allowed,  as  a  matter  of  course,  to 
go  through  in  one  afternoon, — so  long  as  votes 
are  secured  for  these  Bills  for  personal  reasons, 
and  so  long  as  the  information  regarding  them 
is  so  exceedingly  scanty  as  it  is  now,  so  long 
do  I  think  that  honourable  gentlemen  who 
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Imow  the  evil  these  Bills  infliot  oa  the  country 
are  justified  in  using  every  legitimate  means 
in  their  power  to  prevent  the  country  from 
being  burdened  and  weighted  by  these  abomin- 
able measures. 

Mr.  SAMUEL.  —  I  am  glad  to  have  an 
opportunity  o{  making  the  remarks  I  wish  to 
make,  and  which  I  was  debarred  from  making 

i'ust  now  by  the  forms  of  the  House.  The 
lonourablo  member  for  Auckland  Central 
claims  for  himself,  apparently,  the  monopoly 
of  imputing  wrong  motives  to  honourable 
members.  He  is  continually  asserting  that 
members  are  actuated  by  motives  certainly 
the  most  unworthy  and,  I  might  almost  say, 
corrupt.  And  the  honourable  member  for 
Christchuroh  North  lately— whether  or  not  it 
is  for  the  purpose  of  conciliating  the  honour- 
able member  for  Auckland  Central  and  form- 
ing a  close  alliance  and  friendship  with 
him,  or  for  some  other  reason  —  is  following 
closely  in  the  path  of  the  honourable  member 
for  Auckland  Central,  and  frequently  im- 
putes bod  motives  to  certain  honourable 
gentlemen — I  mean  to  the  members  of  the 
legal  profession.  A  more  baseless  charge  than 
tlian  that  made  by  the  honourable  member 
for  Auckland  Central  was  never  mode  in  this 
House.  On  the  occasion  referred  to  the  talk- 
ing was  not  done  by  the  members  of  the  legal 
profession,  but  by  members  who  did  not  belong 
to  the  legal  profession;  nay,  a  good  many  of 
those  who  spoke  were  strong  supporters  of  the 
measure  introduced  by  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Auckland  Central.  If  there  was  any 
plot  at  all  it  looked  very  much  as  if  it  had 
been  originated  by  the  honourable  member 
for  Auckland  Central  himself,  and  as  if  he 
had  placed  his  Bill  below  the  Bible-reading  in 
Schools  Bill  for  the  purpose  of  gagging  honour- 
able members  who  happened  to  be  lawyers, 
and  preventing  them  from  speaking.  Honour- 
able members  laugh ;  but  who  would  laugh  if 
the  honourable  member  for  Auckland  Central 
had  said  that  ?  I  would  never  impute  anyt]^ing 
corrupt  or  bod  to  the  honourable  gentleman — 
fai  from  it ;  but  I  say  he  is  blind  to  the  im- 
portance of  other  honourable  members'  Bills, 
and  has  a  most  absurd  veneration  for  his  own. 
I  say  that  some  of  his  Bills  have  been  the 
most  mischievous  that  could  bo  conceived,  and 
that  he  has  brought  forward  legislation  in  this 
country  which  has  made  thousands  of  people 
miserable.  In  abolishing  the  period  of  ap- 
prenticeship previously  required  for  lawyers  he 
has  ruined  many  a  home,  and  he  will  only 
increase  that  ruin  by  this  measure.  The  honour- 
able member  for  Christchurch  North  referred 
to  litigation  as  an  industry ;  but  I  venture  to 
say  that  the  people  of  this  colony  do  not  want 
an  increase  and  encouragement  of  such  indns- 
try.  If  the  honourable  member  for  Auckland 
Central  will  look  at  Hansard  he  will  find  that 
many  columns  are  occupied  in  the  reporting  of 
speeches  of  honourable  members  who  are  not 
lawyers  upon  the  Bible  -  reading  -  in  •  schools 
question  the  other  evening  ;  and,  if  the  honour- 
able gentleman  will  look  at  the  few  columns 
occupied  by  the  lawyers,  if  ha  has  got  any 
Jfr.  W.  P.  Raves 


sense  of  shame  in  him  he  will  come  down  to 
this  House  and  apologize  for  the  baseless 
charge  which  he  has  made.  It  is  per- 
fectly true  that  I  was  pleased  at  seeing  that 
his  measure  did  not  come  on  ;  but  to  say  thali 
it  was  through  me  or  those  who  think  as  X 
do  that  the  Bill  was  talked  out  is  to  say  that 
which  is  absolutely  not  in  accordance  witta 
faot.  Considering  the  importance  of  the  Bible^ 
in-schools  question,  was  it  likely,  simply  be- 
cause  the  honourable  gentleman  happened  to 
have  a  Bill  on  the  Order  Paper  close  by,  th&t 
I  should  permit  myself  to  be  debarred  from 
speaking  on  the  question,  ?  How  many  houES 
has  the  honourable  gentleman  occupied  daring 
this  and  past  sessions  in  idle  talk  I  I  am  sur- 
prised that  the  honourable  gentleman  should 
have  the  audacity  to  say  that  other  honourable 
gentlemen  should  not  say  a  word,  simply 
because  he  has  a  Bill  on  the  Order  Paper.  I 
shall  not  be  tyrannized  over  like  that.  I  am 
sorry  to  see  that  so  many  honourable  members 
are  carried  away  by  their  admiration  and 
respect  for  the  honourable  gentleman,  and  are 
backing  him  up  in  the  absurd  opinions  he  holds 
as  to  the  importance  of  his  own  Bills.  Some 
time  ago  we  had  the  honourable  gentleman's 
Bill  for  the  preservation  of  the  lives  of  children 
by  prohibiting  the  importation  of  lucifer* 
matches — a  Bill  introduced,  no  doubt,  with  the 
very  best  intention,  but  a  Bill  which  he  htMi 
since  abandoned.  We  remember  the  scene 
which  took  place  on  that  occasion.  By  his 
great  eloquence  and  liis  prestige  he  carried  the 
second  reading  of  that  Bill  by  a  large  majority. 
I  venture  to  say  that  there  were  not  five  men 
in  the  House  who  really  approved  of  the  Bill, 
and  yet  the  honourable  gentleman  carried 
the  second  reading.  I  will  never  bo  guilty 
of  saying  anything  unworthy  or  wrong  of 
the  honourable  member  for  Auckland  Cen- 
tral, and  I  would  scorn  to  use  unworthy 
arguments  towards  him  as  he  does  to  me, 
but  the  honourable  gsntlemskn  makes  a  very 
great  mistake  if  he  thinks  that  so  long  as  I 
retain  my  seat  in  this  House  he  is  going  to 
make  such  charges  as  he  has  made  uncon- 
tradicted. There  are  other  members  who  are 
fond  of  making  cliarges  too.  I  am  not  going 
to  reply  to  the  honourable  gentleman,  who  I 
consider  made  remarks  to-day  which  he  should 
not  have  made.  I  am  not  going  to  reply  to  the 
honourable  member  for  Dunedin  South  on  this 
occasion,  nor  on  any  other  occasion.  But  the 
honourable  member  for  Auckland  Central  holds 
such  a  high  position  that,  to  a  gentleman  of 
his  standing  and  education,  a  gentleman  who 
has  Buoh  an  honourable  name  in  this  colony 
as  he  has,  I  would  say,  "  Be  careful  how  you 
use  the  high  position  you  have  acquired  for  the 
purpose  of  doing  damage  to  young  men  who 
have  not  gained  the  position  which  you  have ; 
be  careful  you  use  that  eloquence  aright ;  be 
careful  to  judge  impartially  and  honestly,  and 
do  not  impute  corrupt  motives  to  other  people." 
I  trust  that  the  honourable  gentleman  will  not 
in  future  be  influenced  by  people  who  whisper 
mischievous  things  into  liis  ears,  and  that  he 
will  not  in  future  believe  too  readily — ba  he 
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has  done  in  the  pa«t — evil  of  his  btother-mem- 
ben  in  this  Honse. 

Sir  3.  YOGEL.  — I  cannot  submit  to  the 
honoiicable  gentleman's  statement  that  I  am 
always  making  imputations  on  the  legal  pro- 
fession. I  do  not  think  I  have  ever  spoken  on 
the  question  of  the  Law  Practitioners  Bill.  I 
made  reference  the  other  night  to  the  question 
in  a  very  mild  manner;  but  the  honourable 
gentleman  is  so  saturated  with  the  question 
that  whenever  it  is  mentioned  it  brings  him  up, 
and  he  makes  one  of  his  stereotyped  speeches 
on  the  subject.  Since  other  honourable  mem- 
bers have  challenged  my  statement,  I  say  that, 
to  my  mind,  it  is  scandalous  that  a  number  of 
persons  should  have  the  control  of  the  exami- 
nations, and  arrange  them  in  such  a  way  that 
they  can  reduce  or  increase  as  they  like  the 
number  of  persons  who  will  follow  the  legal 
profession.  Take  the  case  of  England.  A  few 
years  ago  the  qualification  for  a  barrister  was 
that  he  should  be  able  to  eat  three  substantial 
dinners.  That  qualification  has  been  increased 
by  the  Inns  of  Court  wishing  to  reduce  the 
facilities  with  which  persons  con  obtain  intro- 
dnction  to  the  profession.  I  should  like  to 
know,  in  the  case  of  a  barrister,  why  there 
should  be  any  legal  examination  or  general- 
knowledge  examination.  If  I  had  a  case  in 
which  a  scientific  question  was  at  issue  I  would 
sooner  have  a  scientific  man  in  charge  of  the 
caso  than  the  best  lawyer  in  the  colooy.  If  I 
had  a  case  which  referred  to  some  special  sub- 
ject, in  the  same  way  I  should  like  an  authority 
on  that  subject  to  take  charge  of  the  case.  The 
opinion  is  gaining  ground  that  persons  who 
wish  to  be  defended  in  Courts  of  law  should  be 
at  liberty  to  employ  whomever  they  think 
best  for  the  purpose.  There  is  no  reason  why 
there  should  be  any  obstacle  ;  but  on  obstacle 
is  raised  by  those  in  the  profession.  I  asked 
a  young  gentleman  the  other  day  who  had 
passed  an  examination  in  general  knowledge  in 
England  what  he  hod  to  go  through.  He  said 
he  was  asked  what  books  in  Greek  or  Latin  he 
was  accustomed  to  study.  He  stated  what 
those  books  were,  and  before  he  left  the  hall 
he  was  told  he  had  passed.  Let  us  contrast 
that  with  the  system  here.  I  know  of  two 
yoimg  gentlemen  who,  because  they  could  not 
obtain  accurate  information  as  to  how  they 
were  to  be  admitted  to  the  profession,  passed  a 
wrong  examination,  and  then  they  were  told 
that  it  was  of  no  use  to  them.  Then,  for  five 
weeks  these  two  young  gentlemen  were  sent 
from  pillar  to  post  to  inquire  how  they  were 
going  to  be  admitted,  and  then  they  were  not 
able  to  obtain  satisfactory  information  until 
some -one  made  on  application  direct  to  the 
Chief  Justice.  Then,  look  at  the  mode  in 
which  it  is  carried  out.  As  a  preliminary,  a 
subscription  of  £5  each  has  to  be  paid  two 
months  in  advance  of  the  examination.  If 
anything  happens  to  prevent  a  candidate  from 
going  up  for  examination,  do  you  think  the 
money  is  returned  ?  Ko.  If  a  candidate  goes 
np  again,  he  has  to  pay  the  same  sum.  This 
money  is  nsed  to  save  lawyers  in  practice  the 
expense  of  keeping  np  a  proper  law  libioiy. 


They  nse  the  money  of  these  young  aspirants 
of  the  profession  to  meet  the  expenditure  of 
increasing  the  law  library.  Here  is  another 
case :  A  gentleman  came  here  with,  it  is  not 
too  much  to  say,  the  most  brilliant  of  recom- 
mendations. If  he  had  remained  at  Home  ha 
must  inevitably  have  taken  one  of  the  very 
highest  positions  in  the  legal  profession.  What 
happened  to  this  gentleman  was  this :  He  went 
np  for  the  legal  examination — a  mere  plaything 
to  him — and  they  kept  him  six  weeks  before 
they  allowed  him  to  know  whether  he  had 
passed  or  not.  So  disgusted  was  he  that  he 
left  the  colony.  For  six  weeks  he  was  kept 
idle.  I  do  not  say  that  the  honourable  member 
for  Kow  Plymouth  has  any  personal  motive  in 
this  matter — from  all  accounts,  the  honour- 
able gentleman  hii.s  more  business  than  ho  can 
attend  to  :  but  I  say  the  present  system  means 
a  hedging-round  of  the  profession,  and  prevents 
many  from  entering  it.  The  honourable  gentle- 
man says  that  it  is  not  on  industry.  Let  me 
tell  him  that  the  lawyer  who  is  most  distin- 
guished is  he  who  stops  most  litigation.  In  the 
same  way  a  surgeon  is  the  most  distinguished 
who  saves  most  operations,  instead  of  perform- 
ing them.  The  legal  profession  should  be  open 
to  the  youth  of  the  colony.  As  to  saying  that 
there  is  no  room  for  others,  the  general  impres- 
sion is  that  it  is  a  very  remunerative  profession. 
I  have  long  wished  to  have  an  opportunity  of 
saying  what  I  have  now  said,  and  of  saying  a 
great  deal  more,  but  I  am  not  disposed  to  take 
up  the  time  of  the  House  further. 

Mr.  SEDDUN.— If  I  were  to  tell  the  Govern- 
ment that  they  were,  by  their  action,  swelling 
the  ranks  of  the  unemployed  in  the  colony, — if 
I  were  to  tell  them  that  in  not  dealing  with 
one  question  on  the  Order  Paper  they  were 
causing  large  numbers  of  our  miners  to  leave 
oui  shores,  I  should  only  be  telling  them  what 
is  absolutely  true.  I  charge  this  Government 
ahd  the  late  Government  with  knowingly  ad- 
mitting Chinese  into  the  colony  without  paying 
the  poll-tax  as  provided  by  law,  and  these  per- 
sons are  coming  here  by  the  score.  I  have  bean 
told  that  permits  are  given  to  the  Chinese  to 
return  to  the  colony,  to  bo  used .  by  other 
Chinese ;  and  it  is  a  fact  that  a  steamer  can 
come  alongside  the  Wellington  wharf,  and  may 
have  on  board  a  number  of  Chinese,  and  they 
are  allowed  to  land  on  the  wharf  and  go  to  tha 
Chinese  dons  in  Wellington,  and  to  swell  the 
number  of  Chinese  in  the  colony,  without  any 
supervision.  With  regard  to  the  evasion  of  the 
Customs  dues,  we  know  very  veil  that  that  ia 
carried  on  to  a  very  large  extent.  Some  check, 
it  is  true,  is  employed  in  regard  to  that,  but 
with  reference  to  the  introduction  of  Chinese 
there  is  no  check  whatever ;  and  this  is  doing  a 
serious  wrong  to  the  colony.  In  connection 
with  the  furniture  trade  the  Chinese  ore 
driving  bond  fide  tradesmen  ont  of  the  trade. 
I  refer  to  Auckland  in  particular.  In  this  town 
of  Wellington  also  the  same  thing  prevails  at 
the  present  moment.  I  contend  that  by  this 
the  Government  and  the  Parliament  are  con- 
niving at  the  introduction  into  ttiis  colony  of 
the  fe:l  diseases  of  leprosy  and  smoll-pox.    We 
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know  that  sooner  or  later  we  shall  have  these 
diseases  amongst  us.  It  is  only  the  other  day 
that  a  steamer  came  to  Wellington  with  a  ntun- 
ber  of  Chinese  on  board,  having  come  from  a 
steamer  that  had  small-pox  on  boajrd,  and,  in 
addition  to  their  paying  no  poll-tax,  the  Chinese 
got  away  to  the  West  Coast  without  supervision, 
and  the  Government  had  to  send  detectives 
after  them,  but  they  only  found  five  out  of  the 
ten  Chinese  who  had  come  by  the  steamer.  Sup- 
pose small-pox  had  broken  out  at  Greymouth, 
who  would  have  been  to  blame  ?  We  tlnd  that 
in  the  neighbouring  colony  of  Victoria  recently 
the  qnarantine  regulations  were  enforced,  and 
at  thi  time  persons  were  coming  from  Victoria 
to  Tasmania,  while  we  were  admitting  vessels 
free  coming  from  Tasmania  to  New  Zealand. 
Who  is  responsible  for  that  ?  This  is  what  is 
being  done,  and  it  is  bad  enough  in  all  truth. 
I  am,  perhaps,  speaking  very  strongly  on  this 
matter ;  but  I  know,  and  the  Premier  knows, 
that  it  is  in  his  power  to  have  the  matter  tested 
by  inquiring  of  the  detectives  of  Wellington 
the  number  of  young  girls  who  are  visiting 
at  the  present  time  these  Chinese  dens  in  Te 
Aro.  I  have  a  list,  taken  by  a  person  interested 
in  this  matter,  and  from  this  it  appears  that 
there  are  over  twenty-five  girls,  of  from  eleven 
to  sixteen  years  of  age,  who  are  frequently  in 
those  dens,  and  there  is  no  doubt  whatever  that 
serious  immorality  exists.  And  there  is  not  a 
word  said  about  it.  The  Government  must 
know  Romcthing  about  it,  because  they  could 
ask  the  detectives  of  this  city  what  is  the  state 
of  these  dens,  who  frequent  thorn,  and  whether 
the  charge  is  true  which  I  now  make  that  they 
are  frequented  by  girls  of  tender  years.  If  so,  I 
say  that  those  who  encourage  them  there  should 
be  at  onoe  taken  to  justice.  Are  we  to  go  on 
like  this  ?  Are  we  to  have  them  increa.sed  by 
the  hundred  ?  I,  for  one,  protest.  In  the  West 
Coast  goldiields  the  Chinese  are  taking  ground 
that  Europeans  could  work,  and  the  Chinese 
there  are  in  large  numbers  and  have  acquired 
the  water-rights,  and  they  thus  command  these 
gttlUes  to  the  detriment  of  the  European  popu- 
lation. I  only  need  to  point  out  to  the  Govern- 
ment and  Parliament  what  is  taking  place 
with  regard  to  the  Chinese  in  Victoria,  New 
South  Wales,  and  South  Australia.  There  they 
have  passed  restrictive  legislation,  and  unless 
this  Parliament  follows  suit  we  shall  have  New 
Zealand  a  happy  hunting-ground  for  the  whole 
of  the  Chinese.  That  means  that,  bad  as  we 
are  now,  we  shall  then  be  considerably  worse. 
Victoria  has  refused  to  grant  any  more  letters 
of  naturalisation  to  Chinese,  and  has  also  re- 
fused to  grant  any  further  permits  to  the 
Chinese;  and  it  devolves  on  this  Parliament, 
before  the  adjournment  takes  place,  that  legis- 
lation on  this  point  should  be  effected.  I  un- 
dertake to  say  that  if  the  Government  will  have 
a  return  prepared  of  the  number  of  Chinese 
that  have  come  to  the  colony  dating  the  last 
^t  they  will  find  that  not  one  Chinaman 
m  ten  has  paid  the  tax,  and  they  will  also 
find  that  the  permits  issued  have  been  used 
by  different  Chinamen  over  and  over  again. 
And  if  they  inquire  into  what  is  being  done 
Ur.  Seddon 


in  these  dens  they  will  come  to  the  oanolo- 
sion  that  a  measure  of  the  kind  to  wfaieb. 
I  have  referred  ought  to  be  passed.  I  do  not 
wish  to  claim  any  special  consideration  tar 
myself,  but  I  wish  to  save  New  ZeaUmd  frooi. 
being  dragged  down  to  the  same  position  as 
other  colonies  in  respect  to  the  Chinese,  and  I, 
in  the  interest  of  the  welfare  of  New  Zealand, 
demand  that  the  Parliament  legislate  on.  Uie 
subject  this  session. 

Mr.  FISH. — While  I  am  unwilling  to  detain 
the  House  on  this  question,  I  do  not  care  to 
allow  the  remarks  of  the  honourable  member 
for  New  Plymouth  to  pass  without  a  word  or 
two  of  comment.  That  honourable  member 
started  his  remarks  by  deprecating  the  bad 
habit  of  the  honourable  members  for  Chxist- 
church  North  and  Auckland  Central,  in  im- 
puting bad  motives.  He  had  scarcely  got  that 
out  of  his  mouth  when  he  himself  charged 
those  very  gentlemen  with  all  sorts  of  bad  mo- 
tives. He  told  the  House  that  a  large  pro- 
portion of  its  members  were  neither  more  nor 
less  than  idiots,  inasmuch  as  he  said  the  Hiaw 
Practitioners  Bill  was  a  most  mischievous  mea- 
sure ;  and  yet,  if  I  recollect  aright,  it  \raa 
passed  by  fifty  or  sixty  members  to  a  very 
small  number  on  the  other  side,  and  therefore, 
if  it  is  a  most  mischievous  measure,  there  must 
be  a  large  proportion  of  this  House  who  were 
idiots  to  pass  the  measure.  And  he  goes  on  to 
tell  us  that,  although  the  Bill  was  carried  by 
such  a  large  majority,  there  was  not  one  mem- 
ber iu  the  House  who  voted  for  the  Bill  'who 
rnally  believed  in  it.  In  using  language  of 
this  kind  he  is  really  insulting  those  members 
who  voted  for  this  Bill,  of  whom  I  was  one. 
G?hose  who  have  had  the  pleasure  of  the 
honourable  gentleman's  acquaintance  in  the 
House  must  have  noticed  that  he  has  always 
seemed  to  assume  a  dominating  position,  and  a 
greater  knowledge  than  any  other  member  on 
any  subject  under  the  sun,  and  he  would  have 
you  believe  that  he  is  brim-full  of  common- 
sense  and  intelligence  and  argument.  Bat  I 
think  he  will  find  that  honourable  members 
will  get  very  tired  of  him.  Whilst  he  himself 
and  one  or  two  other  members  of  the  legal  pro- 
fession— and  I  do  not  by  any  means  include 
the  whole  of  the  members  of  the  legal  profes- 
sion in  this  House  in  what  I  say — incited  a 
large  number  of  members  to  speak  on  that 
debate,  one  would  have  imagined,  from  the 
virtuous  indignation  he  assumed,  that  it  'was 
quite  foreign  to  his  nature  to  do  anything  of 
that  kind.  That  kind  of  thing  has  been  done 
before  and  will  be  done  again ;  but  when  we 
find  him  getting  up  and  talking  in  tones  of 
righteous  indignation  about  the  impossibility 
of  his  doing  it,  it  becomes  ludicrous  in  the 
extreme. 

Major  ATKINSON.— I  should  like  to  say,  in 
regard  to  the  remarks  of  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Kumara,  that  the  question  he  has  raised 
is  no  doubt  one  of  very  great  importance. 
However,  the  Government  have  the  matter 
under  their  consideration,  and  we  are  in  com- 
munioationwith  Melbourne  and  Sydney  on  the 
subject.     I  am  of  opinion  that  it  is  a  questian 
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whether  the  time  has  not  amved  when  we 
chould  effect  Bimilar  legislation  to  that  enacted 
in  the  other  colonies. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— On  this  point  I  shonld 
like  to  add  that  I  shall  be  happy  to  give  the 
Minister  of  Justice  the  list  of  names  I  have 
lefeired  to  that  has  been  supplied  to  me  of 
yonng  girls  who  have  visited  the  places  in 
question,  and  I  think  he  will  find,  on  reference 
to  the  detective  department,  that  it  is  correct. 
If  the  Minister  will  follow  the  example  of  the 
other  colonies  in  this  matter  he  will  be  doing  a 
jost  thing  to  all  concerned. 

"  Previous  question  "  agreed  to. 

CUSTOMS  TABIPP. 
Major  ATKINSON.— Sir,  onder  the  cironm- 
stances,  it  will  not  be  necessary  for  me  to  say 
more  than  a  few  words  in  moving  the  resolu- 
tion of  which  I  have  given  notice.  There 
appears  to  be  a  difference  of  opinion  as  to 
whether  it  is  the  desire  of  this  House  that 
there  should  be  a  revision  of  the  tariff  this 
session.  Some  honourable  members  appear 
to  think  that  it  is  possible  and  desirable ; 
bat  the  Government,  after  careful  considera- 
tion, have  come  to  the  conclusion  that  it  is  im- 
possible satisfactorily  to  revise  the  tariff  this 
session.  It  must  also  be  olear  to  the  House 
that  no  Government  could  submit  to  have  a 
tariff  proposed  by  somebody  else  for  their  adop- 
tion. It  therefore  seemed  to  the  Government, 
under  the  circumstances,  desirable,  there  being 
BO  short  a  time  left  for  the  transaction  of  busi- 
ness, that  this  question  should  be  settled  once 
for  all.  I  may  say  that,  personally,  I  very  much 
desired  to  revise  the  tariff  this  session.  I 
thought  over  the  matter  before  I  came  into  the 
Government,  and  I  have  given  it  very  careful 
consideration  since,  and  I  give  it  as  my  deli- 
berate opinion  that  there  is  no  man  capable  of 
■atisfoctorily  revising  the  tariff  during  the  time 
which  the  House  can  now  devote  to  the  matter. 
I  would  further  point  out  that  if  we  were  to 
adopt  the  course  which  some  honourable  gentle- 
men seem  to  think  right, — if  we  were  to  ad- 
jonzn  the  House  for  a  couple  of  months,  and 
then  meet  again,  knowing  that  it  would  be 
impossible  to  give  due  attention  to  the  re- 
organization of  the  Civil  Service,  which  the 
House  has  determined  on  as  the  first  step 
towards  placing  the  finances  of  the  country  on 
a  proper  basis — I  say  it  would  be  impossible  in 
two  months  to  do  both  that  and  revise  the  tariff 
in  a  satisfactory  manner.  I  am  quite  sure  that 
it  is  only  a  moderate  time  to  take  till  next  ses- 
sion for  those  purposes.  That  is  the  deliberate 
opinion  of  the  Government,  and  therefore  we 
have  felt  that  it  is  our  duty,  in  order  that  we 
may  get  on  with  the  retrenchment  which  the 
House  has  determined  on,  and  after  what  oc- 
coned  last  week,  to  have  this  question  decided 
at  once.  I  must  also  tell  the  House  once  more 
what  I  have  already  told  it :  that  every  day  we 
sit  here  renders  retrenchment  more  and  more 
impossible  within  the  time  we  proposed.  When 
we  told  the  House  that  we  proposed  to  make  a 
eettaixi  amonnt  of  retrenchment  within  the 
year,  we  hoped  that  the  House  would  have 


risen  by  the  beginning  of  December.  It  is  im- 
possible to  effect  those  retrenchments  wiUiout 
devoting  considerable  time  to  them.  The  ma- 
chineiy  is  too  large  to  be  set  in  motion  in  % 
short  time.  To  set  it  in  motion  before  we  can 
direct  the  lines  on  which  it  shall  run  would  be 
impossible.  It  would  be  quite  easy  to  cut  off 
a  salary  here  and  there,  and  turn  this  officer 
and  that  away ;  but  that  is  not  what  the  House 
wants.  It  wants  the  Service  to  be  properly 
carried  out,  and  at  a  less  cost  than  hitherto ; 
and  BufSoient  time  must  be  given  to  us  to  do 
that.  I  venture  to  say,  after  considerable  ex- 
perience, that  I  am  not  capable,  and  would  not 
pretend,  to  do  these  two  great  works  this  ses- 
sion. I  hope  the  House  will  agree  to  the  mo- 
tion, and  then  the  Government  will  be  pledged 
to  effect  retrenchment  as  soon  as  possible,  and 
to  bring  in  a  revision  of  the  tariff  next  session. 

Sir  G.  OBEY.— I  should  like  the  honourable 
gentleman  to  give  us  one  piece  of  information 
before  he  sits  down,  and  that  is,  to  explain  the 
meaning  of  the  words  "  a  thorough  revision  of 
the  tariff."  Does  he  intend  by  his  motion  that, 
if  an  honourable  member  thought  it  would  be 
advisable  and  in  the  immediate  interest  of  the 
country  to  make  one  alteration  in  the  tariff, 
such  a  motion  could  not  be  put  to  the  House 
and  discussed  ? 

Major  ATKINSON.— Yes ;  that  is  the  mean- 
ing of  the  resolution.  The  Government  are 
not  prepared  to  permit  any  alteration  of  the 
tariff  this  session.  I  say  that,  however  much 
they  may  regret  it,  they  feel  that  it  would  not 
be  right  to  revise  the  tariff  this  session. 

Sir  G.  GEEY.— Will  it  prevent  any  motion 
from  being  made  by  an  honourable  member  ? 
If  we  pass  this  resolution  will  it  close  our 
mouths  as  to  any  alteration  whatever  in  the 
tariff  ?  Is  that  what  we  are  to  understand  by 
the  words  "  thorough  revision  of  the  tariff  "  ? 

Major  ATKINSON.— It  would  entirely  de- 
pend on  the  motion  brought  forward.  If  it 
were  a  motion  dealing  with  the  tariff,  the 
Government  would  have  to  treat  it  as  a  vote 
of  want  of  confidence. 

Sir  G.  GBEY. — I  mean,  can  we  still  bring  a 
motion  forward  if  we  choose  ? 

Major  ATKINSON.— Undoubtedly. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— Will  the  honourable  mem- 
ber consider  one  point — that  is,  with  regard  to 
the  importation  of  flour  into  New  Zealand  ? 
By  a  statement  published  the  other  day,  I  saw 
that  it  coald  be  imported  at  £6  10s.  a  ton; 
while  New  Zealand  has  now  more  than  six 
months'  supply  in  hand.  I  should  like  to  know 
whether  the  honourable  gentleman  would  take 
a  motion  on  a  matter  of  that  kind  as  one  of 
want  of  confidence.  I  seriously  put  this  ques- 
tion in  the  interest  of  the  people  of  New  Zea- 
land. 

Major  ATKINSON.— Of  course  I  cannot  say 
what  the  Government  would  do  until  the  mo- 
tion is  brought  forward.  It  would  be  my  duty 
to  give  it  careful  consideration;  but,  speak- 
ing generally,  if  the  House  passes  any  motion 
genenJly  revising  the  tariff,  I  should  regard  it 
as  a  no-oonfidence  motion.    I  ahall  consider 
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{uther  what  should  be  dono  if  any  motion  is 
bioagbt  forward. 

Motion  made,  and  question  proposed,  "(1.) 
That,  in  the  opinion  of  this  House,  the  impera- 
tive  demand  by  the  oolony  that  the  public  expen- 
diture should  be  brought  within  the  revenue,  and 
the  necessity,  in  oidcr  to  prevent  serious  em- 
betrrassment,  that  that  object  should  be  effected 
without  delay,  renders  it  the  first  duty  of  the 
Government  to  press  on  the  necessary  financial 
measures.  (2.)  That  the  time  to  be  devoted  to 
these  measures  renders  it  impracticable  to  give 
sufficient  consideration  in  the  present  session 
to  such  a  thorough  revision  of  the  Customs 
tarif!  as  is  required,  and  therefore  such  revision 
should  not  be  now  attempted,  but  should  be 
undertaken  during  the  recess,  imd  submitted 
to  Parliament  at  the  beginning  of  next  ses- 
sion."— (Major  Atkinson.) 

Sir  J.  VOGEL.— I  think  the  answer  to  the 
question  put  by  the  honourable  member  for 
Auckland  Central  may  be  found  in  the  terms 
of  the  resolution  itself.  We  have  not  to  do 
with  what  was  the  intention  of  the  honourable 
member  at  the  head  of  the  Government.  Ho 
doubt  he  stated  that  last  week ;  but  he  has  not 
been  very  happy  in  giving  effect  to  it.  As  the 
resolution  stands,  it  says  there  shall  not  be  a 
"  thorough  revision ;  "  therefore  it  is  open  to 
any  honourable  member  to  bring  down  a 
motion  with  regard  to  any  item  of  the  tariff,  so 
long  as  ho  does  not  go  through  the  whole  tariff, 
80  as  to  bring  it  under  the  designation  of 
"  thorough."  However,  that  question  is  not  of 
much  importance,  for  there  is  no  doubt  the 
Government  wishes  to  take  the  view  of  the 
House  as  to  whether  tliere  should  be  a  revision 
of  the  tariff  this  session  or  not.  Before  dis- 
cussing the  resolution  itwlf  I  should  like  to 
refer  to  the  circumstances  under  which  it 
has  been  brought  down.  About  a  week  ago 
I  proposed  to  ask  the  Government  to  fix  a 
day  for  discussing  the  question  of  a  new  tariff. 
I  did  not  consider  that  the  question  raised 
by  the  motion  of  the  honourable  member 
for  Pamell,  as  to  whether  a  certain  petition 
should  be  referred  to  the  Government,  as  re- 
commended by  the  Public  Petitions  Commit- 
tee, or  whether  it  should  be  dealt  with  by  the 
House,  was  a  sufficiently  direct  way  of  raising 
the  issue  as  to  revising  the  Customs  tariff.  The 
indignation  of  the  honourable  member  for  Eg- 
mont,  I  may  tell  honourable  members  who  are 
new  to  exhibitions  of  that  kind,  was  a  mere 
piece  of  strategy.  That  the  honourable  gentle- 
man really  objected  to  one  in  my  position 
asking  him  in  the  most  courteous  and  concilia- 
tory mamier  for  facilities  to  consider  such  a 
question  cannot  but  be  doubted  when  we  ac- 
tually know  that  not  very  long  since — about  five 
or  six  years  ago — he  subsisted  under  a  notice  by 
the  leader  of  the  Opposition  of  a  motion  of  wemt 
of  confidence,  and  by  a  series  of  tactics,  of  a 
kind  I  hesitate  to  describe  lest  you.  Sir,  should 
stop  me,  prevented  that  motion  from  being 
brought  on  until  he  managed  to  arrange  with 
fonr  members  to  go  over  to  the  Government 
side.  The  memory  of  that  must  pass  away 
from  the  present  generation  before  we  can  be- 
M(yor  Atkinson 


lieve  in  exhibitions  of  indignation  of  Hha  kind 
we  had  last  week.    And  then,  as  pointing  tide 
charge  which  the  honourable  gentlemaoi  tries 
to  raise  against  me  of  wasting  the  time  of  the 
House  and  preventing  it  from  going  on   -with 
business,   we   liave,    ever    since    Monday    or 
Tuesday  last  —  some  five  days  —  been  going 
on  with  all  kinds  of  business,  although,  after 
that  exhibition  of  indignation,  he  asked    toe 
twenty-four  hours  because  he  refused  to  pro- 
ceed with  business,  and  yet  only  now  brings 
down  this  motion.    On  that  day  the  honour- 
able member    for   Wellington  East   and     the 
honourable   member    for    Egmont   were    very- 
ready  to  attack  me,  because  I  had  exhausted 
my  opportunity  of  reply.    That  is  what  they 
have  done  on  previous  occasions  when  I  had  ao 
opportunity  of  speaking ;  but  when  there  ^aa 
a  contingency  of  my  following  them  they  re- 
mained perfectly  silent.    I  hope  I  shall  not  be 
exceeding  the  limits  of  parliamentary  phraseo- 
logy when  I  say  that  it  seems  to  me  a  piece 
of  the  grossest  presumption  —  is  that  parlia- 
mentary. Sir?  —  that  the   honourable  gentle- 
man who  is  at  the  head  of  the  Education 
Department  should  presume  to  tell  me  that 
I  am  wasting  the  time  of  the  House.    In  my 
opinion  many  years  must  elapse  before    the 
country  considers  that,  whether  I  am  in  op- 
position or  in  the  Government,  my  services 
are  worth  less  than  those  of  the  honourable 
gentleman.    I  have  been  seventeen  years  in 
this  House,  and  the  honourable  gentleman's 
parliamentary  experience  is  confined  to  three 
years — the  first  session  he  was  returned   he 
was  too  ill  to  take  port  in  the  business  of  the 
House.     The  honourable  gentleman  referred  to 
my  conduct  last  session,  and  he  also  referred  to 
my  conduct  last  week.    With  regard  to  that 
point,  I  have  to  say  that,  whilst  honourable 
members    on    different    sides    of    the    House 
have  begged   me  not  to  bring  that  incident 
up  again,  the  conduct  of  the  honourable  mem- 
ber in  referring  to  it  may  be  interpretod    by 
honourable  members  as  rendering  it  necessary 
for  me  to  do  so.    If  he  did  not  desire  that,  he 
should  have  had  more  control  over  his  tem- 
per.     As  to  my   conduct  last  session,  I  will 
give  one  little  instance  by  way  of  contzast  to 
his  conduct.    During  the  three  years  that  the 
honourable  gentleman  has  been  in  Parliament 
he  has  been  in  the  habit  of  immediately  follow- 
ing Ministers  of   the   Crown  or  one  of   those 
speakers  whose  remarks  are  considered  of  special 
importance.    He  thought  he  thereby  assumed 
to  himself  the  position  and  dignity  of  being 
called  upon  to  reply  to  the  remarks  of  those 
honourable  gentlemen.    Last  year  he  made  a 
very  long  speech  —  a  speech  which  very  few 
people  listened  to,  and  certainly  very  few  people 
read.    It   was   full   of   figures,  and   on    two 
occasions  during  the  course  of  its  delivery  he 
solemnly  declared  that  every  figure  he  quoted 
was  correct.     Under  ordinary  circumstances 
those  figures  would  have  psissed  without  revi- 
sion, and  nothing  could  be  safer  than  for  the 
honourable  gentleman   to    declare    that  they 
were  absolutely  correct ;  but  after  the  session, 
he  published  his  speech,  sent  it  round,  and  said 
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that  every  man  and  ^oman  in  Wellington 
should  read  it.  By  accident  I  did  read  it,  and 
I  can  say  that  it  was  one  mass  of  misstate- 
ments, misrepresentations,  and  falsehoods  from 
beginning  to  end.  I  had  to  speak  before  a 
'Wellington  audience,  and  I  turned  the  speech 
inside  out,  and  showed  how  utterly .  unreli- 
able it  was,  notwithstanding  the  statement 
of  the  honourable  gentleman.  The  papers 
published  in  Wellington  have  not  facilities 
saffioient  to  enable  them  to  report  at  length, 
and,  luckily  for  the  honourable  gentleman, 
what  I  said  was  not  reported,  and  the  public 
did  not  have  full  knowledge  of  that  honourable 
gentleman's  inaccuracy ;  but,  so  far  as  I  am 
concerned,  I  may  say  that  I  shall  not  feel  justi- 
fied in  the  future  in  taking  any  figures  brought 
down  by  the  honourable  gentleman,  no  matter 
how  solemnly  they  are  stated  by  him,  unless  I 
am  able  to  verify  them.  As  regards  the  charge 
of  wasting  time  made  against  me  by  the 
honourable  member  for  Egmont,  his  remarks 
are  entitled  to  greater  consideration ;  but  I 
will  say  this :  I  have  been  seventeen  years  in 
Parliament,  and  I  have  never  spoken  less  than 
I  have  during  the  present  session.  I  have 
frequently  avoided  speaking.  I  have  spoken 
three  times  uimn  questions  of  policy,  once 
when  the  honourable  gentleman  wanted  to 
•djonm  the  House  for  a  fortnight,  once  upon 
the  Financial  Statement,  and  once  when  I 
goaded  the  Government  into  bringing  down 
their  policy  Bills,  which  they  were  disposed  to 
keep  back.  Those  are  the  only  three  times 
that  I  have  spoken  on  policy  questions.  The 
charge  of  the  honourable  gentleman,  that  I 
have  wasted  time,  I  throw  back  upon  himself. 
The  honourable  gentleman  is  said  to  be  an 
astute  tactician  ;  but  one  thing  is  very  certain, 
either  that  the  honourable  gentleman  has  lost 
his  control  over  the  House,  or  he  has,  for  some 
reason  of  his  own,  wished  to  keep  the  business 
of  this  House  back ;  for  a  more  miserably- 
managed  session  than  this  since  we  have 
been  here  I  have  never  seen  in  the  course  of 
my  long  e}rperience,  and  I  think  I  may  appeal 
to  honourable  gentlemen  who  have  been  long 
in  the  House  to  agree  with  me  in  what  I  have 
■aid.  I  give  the  honourable  gentleman  his 
choice  between  either  a  concealed  intention  or 
partial  imbecility,  and  he  may  take  his  choice. 
Kow,  it  is  quite  true  that,  in  my  opinion,  the 
convenience  of  honourable  members  should 
have  uo  place  in  the  consideration  of  the  ques- 
tion as  to  how  long  they  should  sit.  There- 
fore I  myself  did  not  convert  Christmas  into 
a  landmark  beyond  which  the  session  of  the 
House  should  not  extend :  bat,  as  I  have  said, 
I  have  no  wish  to  prolong  the  session ;  and  I 
am  able  to  say  this :  that  I  believe  that  the 
feeling  in  the  House — at  any  rate,  of  those 
honourable  gentlemen  who  are  kind  enough  to 
act  with  me — is  in  favour  of  the  session  ending 
by  Christmas.  So  much  in  reference  to  the 
way  in  which  these  resolutions  come  before  us. 
Now  as  regards  the  question  of  an  alteration 
of  the  Cnstoms  tariff.  The  honourable  gentle- 
man's statement,  that  it  is  impossible  for  us  to 
to  deal  with  it  before  Christmas,  is  quite  a 


puerile  one.  To  show  that  this  is  so  I  will 
just  refer  to  a  few  items  in  the  tariff  —  not 
many  of  them,  but  just  a  few  —  to  show 
how  much  there  is  in  the  honourable  gentle- 
man's contention.  The  first  item  of  altera- 
tion would  be  in  respect  of  those  goods  which 
are  now  subject  to  an  a<2  valorem  duty  of 
15  per  cent.  These  articles  have  been  all 
grouped  together  for  a  long  time,  bo  that  there 
could  be  no  possible  dimculty  in  deciding 
whether  or  not  the  duty  on  thorn  should  be 
increased  8,  4,  or  5  per  cent.  There  is  no  ne- 
cessity to  regroup  them.  As  they  stand  they 
cover  quite  a  number  of  articles,  the  increase 
on  which  would  in  some  cases  be  purely  for 
revenue,  whilst  in  others  the  increase  would 
yield  revenue,  and  at  tho  same  time  afford 
encouragement  to  local  industry.  There  is 
another  grouping — a  very  important  grouping, 
no  doubt,  but  about  which  honourable  mem- 
bers are  quite  prepared  to  express  an  opinion — 
that  is,  as  to  whether  there  should  bo  an  increase 
of  duty  on  boots  and  shoes.  Then,  there  is  the 
question  of  ironwork.  That  is  a  question  which 
is  of  importance  not  only  to  the  local  indus- 
tries of  the  colony,  but  also  to  the  consumers, 
because  it  has  been  well  shown  that,  while  these 
small  items,  or,  for  that  matter,  large  items, 
are  imported  under  conditions  owing  to  which 
local  industries  are  unable  to  compete,  no 
sooner  is  a  small  protective  duty  imposed,  and 
the  local  manufacturer  ablo  to  get  to  work, 
than  the  importers  are  no  longer  able  to  charge 
those  largo  prices  which  have  affected  the  con- 
sumers to  an  enormous  extent.  I  will  give  a 
short  example  to  show  this.  In  an  admirable 
paper,  read  before  tho  Industrial  Association  of 
Auckland  by  Mr.  William  Leys,  this  point  is 
suggestively  touched  on,  and  lie  says, — 

"  But  to  show  how  difficult  it  sometimes  is 
to  establish  any  industry  in  the  colonics,  and 
how  the  importers  endeavour  to  crush  out  of 
existence  any  article  that  competes  with  them, 
I  will  give  a  simple  illustration.  Tho  other 
day  I  required  a  small  gate-fastener,  and  en- 
tered the  shop  of  one  of  our  largest  Queen 
Street  ironmongers.  I  was  shown  ono,  sold  for 
Is.  In  the  course  of  tho  purchase  the  shop- 
man stated  that  their  old  price  for  the  same 
article  was  2s.  6d.  I  replied,  '  Then,  how  is  it 
you  now  charge  only  Is.  ?  '  '  Because  a  local 
blacksmith  started  to  produce  them  at  that 
price,  and  we  were  compelled  to  reduce  our 
price  accordingly.'  That  is  an  absolute  fact. 
If,  therefore,  this  local  blacksmith  hod  not 
started  his  industry,  the  public  would  still  be 
paying  the  importer  2s.  6d.  for  that  which  can 
now  be  purchased  for  Is." 

That  is  one  of  numberless  examples  that  could 
be  shown  to  prove  that,  if  you  do  not  give  a  fair 
chance  to  the  initiation  of  local  industries, 
the  consumers  of  the  colony  must  be  made  to 
suffer  by  the  heavy  prices  charged  by  im- 
porters. As  regards  steam-engines  of  every 
kind  for  various  purposes,  nothing  can  be  more 
desirable  than  to  teach  the  colonists  how  to 
make  large  machinery  of  this  description,  and 
BO  to  render  themselves  independent  of  the 
chances  that  may  intervene  between  our  oh- 
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tuaiog  such  goods  iiom  plsioes  thoosands  o{ 
miles  distant.  Then,  there  is  another  line  of 
importance  with  ivhich  it  is  not  difficult  to 
deal.  I  refer  to  sweetened  and  perfumed 
spirits — spirits  under  proof.  Importers  were 
informed,  in  May  last,  that  an  increased  duty 
would  be  charged  upon  those  spirits.  Is  there 
any  reason  in  the  world  why  we  should  lose 
£12,000  a  year,  £1,000  a  month,  on  that  item 
because  the  honouratile  gentleman  has  not  the 
courage  to  bring  down  a  Bill  to  impose  this 
duty,  or,  rather,  to  alter  the  duty,  on  this 
article  ?  That  is  purely  a  waste  of  money,  to 
be  charged  to  the  account  of  the  honourable 
gentleman.  Now  1  come  to  another  important 
article — plain  galvanised  iron.  That  is  ad- 
mitted free  of  duty,  but  2s.  is  charged  upon 
corrugated  iron.  I  may  explain  that  this  is  a 
question  of  both  Free-trade  and  Protection, 
and  also  of  revenue.  It  does  not  merely  come 
under  the  head  of  Protection — just  the  con- 
trary. In  this  case  some  trifling  inexpeiLsive 
machinery  is  used  to  convert  plain  galvanised 
iron  into  corrugated  iron,  something  like  what 
washerwomen  use  for  what  is  termed  "  goffer- 
ing "  frills.  And  on  account  of  the  plain 
iron  coming  in  free  we  lose  many  thousands  of 
pounds  of  revenue  upon  the  corrugated  sheet- 
iron,  which  is  charged  2s.  per  cwt.  It  is  ad- 
mitted that  this  is  money  purely  thrown  away, 
for  a  difierentiation  of  6d.  would  bo  quite  suffi- 
cient to  protect  the  interests  of  the  local  cor- 
rugators,  and  a  duty  of  Is.  6d.  might  very  fairly 
be  charged  upon  the  plain  sheet- iron.  Then, 
there  is  the  item  of  preserved  fish.  The  quality 
of  the  mullet  which  is  preserved  in  Auckland 
is,  of  course,  a  matter  of  taste.  I  can  only 
say  this:  that  I  myself,  and  a  great  many 
of  my  friends,  consider  it  nicer  than  the 
salmon  which  is  imported  from  America. 
Many  thousand  of  tins  of  the  latter  are 
brought  in  from  America,  though  quite  as 
good  an  article  can  be  efficiently  supplied  in 
the  colony.  Then,  there  is  another  article 
—  cement.  That  article  is  being  made  of 
great  excellence  in  the  colony,  and  a  little 
assistance  would  establish  an  industry  of  a 
most  important  character — important  not  only 
to  those  persons  engaged  in  it,  but  important  to 
the  colony  at  large,  as  tending  to  facilitate  the 
cheaper  execution  of  works  in  which  cement  is 
largely  used.  Then,  a  duty  might  very  well  be 
put  on  an  article  with  the  taxation  of  which 
the  honourable  member  for  Kumara  would 
heartily  sympathize — rice.  It  would  yield  a 
large  revenue,  and  would  secure  a  considerable 
amount  from  a  class  of  people  who  at  pre- 
sent do  not  contribute  their  fair  share  to 
the  taxation  of  the  colony.  I  shall  not  go 
into  other  items,  but  I  think  I  have  said 
enough  to  show  honourable  members  that  the 
difficulty  of  a  partial  revision  of  the  tariS 
has  been  exaggerated,  as  certain  alterations 
might  at  once  be  made  with  great  advantage 
to  the  colony.  Now,  as  to  the  resolutions 
proposed  by  the  honourable  gentleman,  and 
which  have  been  read  by  you,  Sir,  I  may 
say,  as  regards  the  first  one,  that  it  seems 
to  me  to  cover  what  is  not  tiie  case,  for  the 
Sir  J.  Vogtl 


"neoessaiy  finonoial  measures  "  are  not  hetoK» 

us.    It  is  meant  in  this  resolution  to  say  tluiA 
retrenchment  should  be  brought  forward   be- 
fore any  other   measure.     I   ask  honourabLa 
members,  has  the  honourable  gentleman  allowed 
us  to  consider  the  question  of  retrenchment  T 
Has  he  not  attempted  to  conceal  from  as  his 
measures  of  retrenchment  ?    Has  he  not  stated 
that  he  will  not  allow  us  to  deal  with  that 
question?    It  was  for  the  honourable  gentle- 
man to  have  oome  down  and  said,  "  We  propose 
to  retrench  in  this  way  and  that  way,  in  this 
shape  and  that  shape.    I  ask  honourable  mem- 
bers to  have  the  courage  of  their  opinions,  nofc 
to  fear  the  disagreeable  duties  they  nave  no-w  to 
perform,  but  to  help  the  Government  in  making 
the  proposed  retrenchments."    Instead  of  whioli 
the  honourable  gentleman  came  down  and  de- 
clined to  allow  the  House  to  express  any  opinion 
on  the  question  of  retrenchment,  or  the  manner 
in  which  retrenchment  is  to  be  carried  oat.     He 
treated  as  a  want-of-confidence  motion  a  ques- 
tion put  upon  the  Order  Paper  by  the  honour- 
able member  for  Wangonui  asking  for  details  of 
the  Government  scheme  of  retrenchment,    so 
far  as  they  hod  been  arrived  at.    The  hononr- 
able  gentlemen  on  those  benches  propose  to  deal 
in  a  drastic  way  with  the  public  service  of  this 
colony — to  turn  things  upside  down,  as    the 
Minister  of  Education  elegantly  put  it,  with 
reference  to  the  Government  Buildings ;    and 
they  propose  to  do  it  without  the  sanction  of  the 
House  —  without  taking  honourable  members 
into  their  confidence.    The  only'measurcs  that 
are  before  us,  and  which  by  this  first  resolu- 
tion we  are  a^ed  to  declare  are  so  important 
that  we  cannot  consider  the  tariff,  are  those 
relating  to  a  reduction  of  salaries  to  be  paid 
to  the    Governor    and    to    Ministers,   and    of 
the   honorarium   paid   to   members   of    both 
Houses.     These  are  the  only  financial  mea- 
sures before  us  which  deal  with  the  question 
of  retrenchment;   and  am  I  to  be  told   that 
these  few  Bills  are  so  difficult  to  deal  with  that 
all  other  questions  must  be  put  on  one  side  ? 
There  is  another  measure  that  the  honourable 
gentleman  may  possibly  consider  a  great  finan- 
cial measure ;  and — to  the  extent  to  which  it  is 
important  as  a  financial  measure — I  am  sorry 
to  say  it  is  terribly  mischievous.     So  far  as  I 
am  able  to  judge,  the  Land  Bill  to  which  I 
refer  is  simply  a  Bill  to  enable  the  lands  yet 
remaining  to  the  colony  to  be  snapped  up  by 
capitalists   without   the    merest    suspicion     of 
control   in    the    way    of    safeguarding    settle- 
ment.   It  appears  to  me  that  the  honourable 
gentleman  proposes  to  try  and  sell,  really  for 
what  they  will  fetch,  all  the  Grown  lands  of 
the  colony,  and  to  obtain  a  revenue  in  that 
manner.    If  I  am  right  in  that  suspicion,  then 
we  may  add  the  Land  Bill  to  the  measures 
referred  to  in  this  first  paragraph  ;   but,  to  the 
extent  that  we  are  able  to  add  it,  to  such  on 
extent  is  the  Bill  opposed  to  all  the  sympathies 
of  tho  majority  of  the  colony,  and  to  the  work 
not  only  of  the  late  Government,  but  to  that 
of  the  Government  which  preceded  it,  and  of 
which  the  honourable  gentleman  was  the  head. 
Then,  as  regards  the  second  resolution,  it  is  a 
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resolution  to  the  effect  that  there  should  not 
be  a  thorough  revision  of  the  tariff.  But,  as 
regards  both  resolutions,  this  is  to  be  re- 
marked :  that  it  is  an  i.nnovatiou  on  previous 
practice.  It  is  borrowing  from  the  French 
custom,  of  a  Government  moving  a  vote  of  con- 
fidence in  itself.  As  far  as  I  am  aware,  such  a 
practice  is  not  adopted  in  Great  Britain,  ex- 
cept In  the  case  of  the  House  of  Lords  having 
passed  a  vote  of  want  of  confidence,  when  it  is 
held  constitutional  that  the  Lower  House — the 
House  of  Commons — sliould  declare  a  vote  of 
confidence  in  the  Government.  Otherwise,  as 
I  say,  it  is  an  innovation.  And  so  keenly  do 
we  feel  the  mischievousness  of  this  innovation 
that  this  resolution  has  been  arrived  at  by  a 
number  of  honourable  gentlemen ;  and,  as  I 
think  it  will  be  of  interest  to  the  House,  I  will 
read  it: — 

"  That,  in  the  opinion  of  this  meeting,  it  is 
not  desirable  to  debate  Major  Atkinson's  pro- 
position :  Sir  Julius  Yogel  to  state,  on  behalf 
of  the  party,  that  he  considers  the  proposition 
unconstitutional,  useless,  and  a  waste  of  time ; 
that  the  Opposition  have  therefore  determined 
neither  to  debate  the  question  nor  to  vote  upon 
it." 

Bat,  Sir,  if  it  is  a  new  precedent,  I  may  say 
that  it  is  also  a  very  unkind  thing  on  the  part 
of  the  honourable  member  to  his    supporters 
from  the  Auckland  District.    Let  me  recall  to 
the  House  what  has  taken  place  with  respect 
to  this.     A  number  of  Auckland  members  said 
to  members  on  this  side  of  the  House,  "  Will 
you  come  and  attend  a  meeting  in  order  to  put 
pressure  upon  the  Government   to  get  a  re- 
vision of  the  tariff  this  session?  "    A  meeting 
was  held,  a  deputation  appointed  duly  waited 
upon  the  Premier,  and  he  gave  it  to  be  under- 
stood that  unless  he  could  be  assured  that  the 
Protectionists  would  support  him  in  everything 
he  was  not  to  be  "  had."    Some  of  the  Auck- 
land gentlemen  were  satisfied  with  what  took 
Slace,  and  did  not  attend  the  next  meeting, 
'thers  did,  and  a  resolution  was  carried  to  the 
effect  that  the  action  of  the  Government,  or 
the  answer  of  the  Government,  was  exceed- 
ingly  unsatisfactory ;   and   that  seems   to   be 
the   opinion  of   the  people   of  Auckland  and 
of  a  portion  of  the  Auckland  Press.    I  was 
struck  by  an  article  in  one  of  the  papers — 
the  Auckland  Evening  Star,  which  said  that 
it  was  positively  cruel  of  the  Government  to 
ask    the    Auckland    members    to    vote    in    a 
direction    so    opposed    to    their    pledges    and 
to   their  expressed  opinions.    The  honourable 
gentleman  is  not  generous.    He   reminds  me 
of  an  exhibition  I  saw  years  ago — an  exhibi- 
tion which  is  not  uncommon  now;  an  exhibi- 
tion which  Professor  Barey  started,  but  has  had 
many  followers  since — in  which  fine  young  colts, 
nnbroken,   are  brought  upon  the  stage.     The 
professor,  after  a  series  of  manipulations,  gets 
the  horse  down,  kneels  upon  his  head,    and 
iaaaes  his  hand  to  the  audience.    But  there 
is  a    still    further    exhibition  humiliating  to 
the  noble  animal.    The  professor  puts  his  foot 
on  the  aninaal's  head,  and  waves  an  umbrella 
up  and  down.    Now,  it  seems  to  me  that  that 
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is  what  the  honourable  gentleman  is  doing 
to  the  Auckland  members.  Not  content  with 
having  "  Rarey-fied  "  them— broken  thom  in — 
he  is  determined  that  they  shall  thank  him  for 
making  them  false  to  the  assurances  which 
they  have  given  to  their  constituents.  From 
the  Auckland  address  to  which  I  have  referred 
before,  I  should  like,  especially  for  the  benefit 
of  the  Minister  who  presides  over  the  public 
works,  to  read  a  little  paragraph.  Mr.  Leys 
seems  to  be  a  very  wise  man,  and  I  may  say  so 
although  he  opposes  me,  because  he  seems  to 
consider  what  candidates  ought  to  do.  He 
says, — 

"  Then,  you  have  the  great  financial  reform 
politician,  who  will  tell  you  that  the  main 
cause  of  the  depression  is  the  extravagant 
expenditure  in  the  various  Government  de- 
partments, and  endeavour  to  show  that  by 
reducing  the  annual  cost  of  these  depart- 
ments prosperity  would  at  once  arise.  This  is 
a  strange  way  of  proposing  to  revive  trade 
and  restore  prosperity.  If  such  a  line  of 
policy  were  carried  into  effect  a  greater  state 
of  depression  would  exist ;  for  it  simply  means 
the  discharge  of  a  large  number  of  Govern- 
ment employes,  thereby  increasing  the  ranks 
of  the  unemployed.  Then,  we  have  the  bland 
politician,  who  will  tell  the  working-man  that 
he  is  in  favour  of  encouraging  colonial  industry, 
that  we  have  great  mineral  resources  and 
natural  products  that  require  developing,  and 
that  he  will  do  all  in  his  power  to  assist  these 
if  elected,  but  when  elected  will  never  be  found 
to  have  opened  his  mouth  in  Parliament  in 
support  of  those  promises.  These  gentry  are 
your  worst  enemies,  and  should  be  made  an 
example  of." 

Sir,  is  it  right  that  the  honourable  gentleman 
should,  if  I  may  use  the  expression,  ram  this 
resolution  down  the  throats  of  those  to  whom 
he  knows  it  is  most  distasteful?  Now  I  shall 
come  to  the  question  of  the  position  of  the 
(Jovemment,  and  what  we  mean  to  do  with 
regard  to  it.  Perhaps  I  might  describe  it  in 
three  ways,  the  first  two  of  which  ore  not  par- 
ticularly refined,  but  I  shall  endeavour  in  the 
third  to  make  up  for  that.  First,  our  idea  is, 
that  if  we  give  the  Government  rope  enough 
a  very  sure  result  of  a  familiar  character 
will  follow;  next,  we  are  of  opinion  that 
it  is  not  undesirable  the  Government  should 
stew  in  its  own  juice ;  and,  thirdly,  we  shall 
leave  the  honourable  gentleman  at  the  head 
of  the  Government  —  and  now  I  am  going 
to  borrow  from  mythological  history,  and  the 
honourable  member  at  the  head  of  the  Edu- 
cation Department  will  doubtless  explain  the 
meaning  to  his  colleagues — we  shall  leave  the 
honourable  gentleman  at  the  head  of  the  Go- 
vernment to  the  fate  of  that  gentleman  in 
mythological  history  who  inadvertently  hap- 
pened, in  a  walk  he  was  taking,  to  invade  the 
precincts  of  a  quiet  lake  where  some  ladies 
were  bathing.  I  will  leave  the  honourable 
gentleman  to  explain  who  was  the  person  and 
what  was  the  fate  that  overtook  him.  Now,  as 
regards  the  honourable  members  who  are  asso- 
ciated with  me,  we  shall  endeavour  to  sherten 
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the  seBsion,  and  shall  not  speak  at  mote  length 
than  we  consider  our  duty  obliges  us  to  do ;  but 
I  must  not  lead  the  honourable  gentleman  to 
suppose  that  we  will  permit  measures  that  we 
disapprove  of  to  pass  without  reasonable  oppo- 
sition. But  generally  he  will  find  us  inclined 
to  help  him  in  pushing  on  the  work  of  the 
session.  Now,  as  regards  the  position  of  the 
Govenunent,  I  should  like  to  say  this :  that  I 
disclaim  desiring  to  give  any  personal  ofience  if 
I  speak  of  the  desire  of  the  Government  to  cling 
to  office.  I  wish  it  to  be  clearly  understood 
that  I  am  not  referring  to  any  sordid  reasons. 
Indeed,  the  Bill  that  has  been  brought  down  by 
the  honourable  gentlemen  in  relation  to  their 
salaries  speaks  for  itself  as  to  their  not  being 
wanting  in  generosity  or  disinterestedness.  But 
surely  it  is  a  great  position  for  six  men  in  the 
community  to  be  selected  from  their  fellows  to 
govern  the  State,  and  surely  such  a  position 
has  attractions  sufficient  to  enable  us  to  refer 
to  an  anxiety  to  retain  office  without  im- 
puting sordid  motives.  Therefore  I  trust  the 
nonourable  members  of  the  Government  will 
accept  this  assurance  once  for  all  when  we  take 
exception  to  their  desire  to  retain  office ;  for, 
as  far  as  I  can  see,  their  only  desire  this  session 
is  to  retain  office,  and  their  only  plan  of  doing 
so  is  by  mollifying  their  supporters  who  hold 
different  views.  The  honourable  member  at 
the  head  of  the  Groveinment,  I  am  sorry  to  say, 
appears  to  me  to  have  lost  all  his  old  power,  to 
have  fallen  away  enormously  in  ability,  whilst, 
unfortunately,  his  faults  have  survived,  and 
stand  therefore  exposed  in  cruel  prominence — 
those  faults  of  arrogsuice  and  a  disposition  to 
coercion,  for  which  the  honourable  gentleman 
was  famed  in  former  times,  and  which  positively 
make  honourable  members  on  this  side  of  the 
House  fearful  of  rising  to  express  their  opinions. 
And,  Sir,  he  is  utterly  wanting  in  knowledge 
of  the  condition  of  the  colony,  and  has  no 
conception  of  what  is  required  to  retrieve  it. 
He  has  hold  of  papers  showing  that  retrench- 
ment was  most  spoken  of  during  the  elections, 
and  his  idea  is  that  if  he  can  retrench  he  will 
do  sufficient  without  going  into  the  question 
at  all  of  what  is  required  under  the  very  dif- 
ficult circumstances  in  which  a  very  large 
number  of  colonists  are  placed  owing  to  the 
decrease  of  industrial  enterprise.  Now,  I  say 
this,  and  I  say  it  with  all  seriousness  and  all 
solemnity :  that  the  honourable  gentleman 
principally  owes  his  seat  to  the  personal  hos- 
tility he  has  contrived  to  raise  against  me, 
and  that  this  will  prove  a  most  disastrous 
thing  to  the  colony.  I  am  prepared,  having 
studied  and  carefully  thought  over  the  cir- 
cumstances of  the  colony,  and  the  remedies 
which  have  been  applied  to  meet  its  conditions 
I  am  prepared,  and  I  state  so  solemnly  to 
the  country  and  to  the  House,  to  bring  down 
proposals  which  would  enable  us  to  reduce 
taxation,  to  abstain  from  placing  further  loans 
on  the  London  market  for  years  to  come,  and 
to  proceed  with  the  railways  now  under  con- 
struction at  a  moderate  rate  of  progress.  I  am 
prepared.  Sir,  to  bring  down  proposals  of  that 
kind,  and  I  dare  not  do  so,  for  such  is  the  state 
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of  the  House  with  regard  to  myself,  owing  to 
the  action  of  the  honourable  gentleman,  uiat 
to  bring  down  proposals  of  that  kind  would 
simply  lead  to  my  being  subjected  to  jeers  and 
insults.  Sir,  on  that  honourable  gentleman 
rests  the  responsibility  that  these  proposals 
have  now  to  be  postponed.  The  honourable 
gentleman  laughs. 

Ah !  laugh 'St  then,  Lochiel,  my  vision  to  soom  I 
Proud  bird  of  Mount  Egmont,  thy  plumes  shall  be 
torn. 

Sir,  it  is  safe  for  the  honourable  gentleman 
to  laugh  now ;  the  time  will  come  when  the 
colony  will  call  upon  him  to  account  for  what 
I  have  stated.  I  could  not  have  a  better  proof 
of  what  I  have  said  than  the  very  fact  that  the 
mere  stating  that  I  have  such  proposals  to  make 
is  met  by  jeers  and  insults  on  the  part  of  the 
honourable  gentleman — that  I,  I  who  brought 
down  the  public-works  policy,  I  who  took  that 
honourable  member  into  the  Government  at  a 
very  critical  time,  and  made  a  great  mistake 
in  doing  so — there  was  a  choice  between  two 
gentleman,  and  I  did  not  select  wisely — that 
I,  when  I  say  I  have  such  proposals  to  make, 
should  be  met  by  jeers  and  laughter  on  the 
part  of  the  honourable  gentleman.  Sir,  I 
pledged  myself  in  1884  that  I  would  not  increase 
the  taxation,  notwithstanding  the  large  deficit 
left  by  the  honourable  member  and  the  fact 
that  the  expenditure  was  some  quarter  of  a 
million  over  the  revenue.  I  knew  the  means 
by  which  it  would  not  be  necessary  to  impose 
the  large  increased  taxation  which  the  country 
dreaded.  I  carried  that  proposal  out.  The 
honourable  member  for  Egmont  opposed  it  on 
every  occasion,  and  now  that  he  has  come 
into  office  he  is  glad  to  take  advantage  of  it. 
The  proposals  I  have  now  are  of  a  different 
character,  suited  to  the  very  different  con- 
dition of  the  colony  —  the  difference  being 
that,  whereas  in  1870  we  had  not  prepared 
the  colony  to  be  the  home  of  the  thousands 
within  it,  to  whom  it  ought  to  have  offered 
attractions,  we  have  now  gone  in  excess  of 
the  requirements  of  the  population,  and  re- 
quire to  take  a  new  course.  That  course  I  in- 
dicate by  saying  that  it  is  one  which  will  mean 
reduced  taxation,  refraining  from  introducing 
loans  to  the  English  money-market  for  years, 
and  proceeding  at  a  reasonable  rate  with  the 
railways  now  under  construction,  instead  of 
paralysing  the  country  by  the  inaction  which 
the  honourable  gentleman  either  has  in  view 
or  has  left  us  to  suppose  he  has,  under  a  mis- 
take or  misapprehension.  I  must  add  this : 
that  whilst  I  have  spoken  of  those  advantages, 
honourable  members  must  not  suppose  that  I 
am  insensible  to  the  question  of  a  radical  re- 
trenchment. I  have  pledged  myself  that  I 
would  move  and  aid  in  the  matter,  and,  no 
matter  how  disagreeable  action  of  the  kind  may 
be,  I  am  prepared  to  have  the  courage  of  my 
opinions,  and  to  assist  in  bringing  into  effect 
a  large  and  radical  retrenchment.  And  I  feel 
ashamed  of  honourable  members  who  have  the 
fear  of  unpopularity,  who,  from  no  othec  cause, 
are  allowing  the  Government  to  say  to  them : 
"  We  will  do  this  dirty  work.    Leave  it  to  us. 
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and  wo  will  save  you  from  the  odmm  and  dis- 
agreeableness  associated  with  it."  Those  who 
have  the  courage  of  their  opinions  ought  to 
say :  "  We  will  not  submit  to  reductions,  to  re- 
trenchments, without  knowing  what  they  are ; 
and  if  we  approve  of  them  we  will  support 
you,  no  matter  how  unpopalar  they  may  prove 
to  be."  The  honourable  gentleman's  policy, 
in  my  opinion,  is  a  spurious  retrenchment. 
I  do  not  believe  it  is  his  intention  to  carry 
out  any  real  retrenchment.  I  think.  Sir,  he 
is  amusing  us  or  himself,  as  the  case  may 
be,  and  is  shutting  out  from  us  any  con- 
sideration of  what  we  may  or  might  do  to  re- 
lieve the  difficulties  under  which  the  colony 
labours.  Meanwhile,  Sir,  although  it  is  stated 
in  the  resolution  that  the  revenue  should 
meet  the  expenditure,  although  he  has  the 
audacity  to  state  that  his  policy  is  that  the 
revenue  should  meet  the  expenditure,  the 
honourable  gentleman  comes  down  with  pro- 
posals to  the  effect  that,  whatever  deficiency 
there  may  be,  it  should  be  recouped  by  defi- 
ciency bills  or  Treasury  bills  ;  in  fact,  that,  in- 
stead of  the  revenue  meeting  the  expenditure, 
the  revenue  should  be  mode  up  to  such  an 
extent  as  may  be  necessanr  out  of  borrowed 
money,  I  do  not  like  to  take  to  prophecy.  I 
■will  only  say  that  I  fear,  if  this  policy  is  pur- 
Sued,  and  no  steps  ars  taken  to  equalise  the 
revenue  with  the  expenditure,  we  shall  find 
that  our  stocks  at  Home  will  further  suffer — 
and  they  have  gone  down  SJ  per  cent,  since 
the  honourable  gentleman  made  his  Financial 
Statement.  And  tha't.  Sir,  may  not  even  be 
the  worst,  for  I  greatly  fear  that  unless  the 
credit  of  the  colony  is  improved  it  may  stand 
in  the  way  of  obtaining  money  for  other  in- 
dustrial enterprises,  such  as  the  Midland  Rail- 
way, the  Otago  Central  Railway,  and  other 
■works  for  which  capital  should  be  so  readily 
provided  from  Home.  I  have  explained  the 
circumstances  under  which  the  resolution  has 
been  brought  down,  our  past  action,  and  our 
intention  not  to  discuss  or  vote  upon  this  re- 
solution. We  shall  at  once  walk  out  of  the 
House,  and  leave  those  honourable  gentlemen 
to  take  what  com'se  thoy  may.  My  honourable 
friends  from  Auckland,  who  remain,  will  be  safe 
in  voting,  without  any  danger  of  turning  the 
Government  out ;  they  will  have  the  luxury  of 
Toting  as  they  like  without  imperilling  the 
Government  position.  We  shall  leave  the  Go- 
vemment  the  luxury  of  dealing  with  its  own 
friends,  and  I  think  they  will  have  i\  great  deal 
of  such  luxury  also  in  the  future.  But  I  wish 
to  emphatically  declare  before  we  go, — before  I 
conclude  my  remarks, — that  if  those  honourable 
gentlemen  for  whom  I  am  speaking,  and  I  my- 
self, thought  that  there  was  by  any  possibility 
a  means  of  forcing  the  Government  into  re- 
vising the  tariff  during  the  present  session,  we 
would  not  take  the  action  we  are  now  about  to 
do.  Wo  take  that  action,  Sir,  as  a  protest 
against  the  resolutions  of  the  honourable  gentle- 
man. We  take  that  action  because  we  do  not 
appro'ce  the  nature  of  the  resolutions  and  the 
new  practice  they  introduce.  And  we  see  no 
why  we  should  not  take  that  action. 


because  it  is  obvious  to  us  that  it  is  not  in  our 
power  to  force  on  a  revision  of  the  tariff; 
although  we  know  that  if  the  country  were 
polled  three-fourths  of  the  people  in  it  would 
proclaim,  in  as  earnest  a  manner  as  possible,, 
the  necessity  of  making  such  a  revision. 

Sir  3.  VooEL  and  other  honourable  members 
here  withdrew. 

Major  ATKINSON.— Yes ;  I  should  clear  out 
at  once,  because  you  will  hear  some  unpleasant 
truths. 

Mr.  FISHER.— Ta^ran-ta-ra  I 

Mr.  FELDWICK.— Sir,  before  yon  put  tho 
question  I  merely  wish  to  say  that  I  intend  to 
demand  a  division.  I  do  not  know  whether 
you  are  going  to  put  the  question  in  one  or  two 
parts ;  but,  in  any  case,  it  is  my  intention  to 
demand  a  division.  I  pledged  myself  to  the 
electors  that,  if  no  one  else  moved  a  vote  in 
favour  of  the  tariff  being  dealt  with  this  session, 
I  should  do  so.  I  intend  to  vote  against  the 
second  part  of  the  resolution,  and  to  call  for  a 
division.  I  do  so  purely  as  an  independent 
member.  I  am  neither  a  supporter  of  Sir  Julius 
Yogel  nor  of  Major  Atkinson,  i|.nd  I  wish  to 
state  that  what  I  am  doing  now  I  am  doing 
as  an  absolutely  independent  member.  I  in- 
tend to  call  for  a  division  because  I  do  not 
believe  that  the  statement  is  correct  that  the 
tariff  cannot  be  revised  this  session.  I  am 
confident  it  could  be  done  in  seven  or  eight 
hours,  if  the  Government  wished  to  do  it. 
There  is  no  doubt  about  it  that  many  in- 
dustries in  the  country  require  that  the  tariff 
should  be  revised.  I  have  received  several 
letters — ^which  I  shall  be  glad  to  hand  over  to 
the  Colonial  Treasurer  —  asking  that  certain 
items  in  the  tariff  shall  be  dealt  with  this 
session.  I  have  one  asking  that  the  tariff 
should  be  revised  in  the  direction  of  keeping 
out  all  fruit  that  can  be  grown  in  the  colony, 
and  also  asking  that  steps  should  be  taken  to 
deal  with  the  large  quantities  of  pulp-fruit  that 
are  introduced  to  the  colony,  some  of  it  in  a  very 
bad  condition.  I  have  also  been  asked  to  move 
in  the  direction  of  procuring  encouragement  for 
several  other  industries.  However,  I  am  power- 
less in  the  matter,  and,  having  explained  my 
position  and  what  I  intend  to  do,  I  now  beg  to 
say  that,  after  the  Premier  has  replied,  I  shall 
call  for  a  division. 

Mr.  O'CONOR.— Before  the  reply  is  made,  I 
want  to  indicate  why  I  neither  walk  out  of  tiie 
House  nor  oppose  the  resolution.  I  look  upon 
it  as  quite  an  absurdity  for  this  House  to  pre- 
tend to  do  any  more  work  between  now  and  the 
end  of  the  year  than  the  Government  propose 
to  deal  with ;  and  I  believe  this  House  is  not 
serious  in  pretending  that  it  wishes  to  remain 
over  that  time.  I  look  at  the  time  that  has 
been  spent  since  we  met,  and  I  say  that  we 
have  done  absolutely  nothing,  and  we  know 
now  that  we  are  bordering  on  the  first  day  of 
December,  and  it  is  beyond  all  reason  to  ex- 
pect that  we  could  do  anything  more  than 
adjust  the  finances,  pass  whatever  Bills  are 
necessary,  and  get  ready  for  an  early  session 
next  year.  That  appears  to  me  to  be  a  far 
more  reasonable  proposition ;  and,  in  the  in- 
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terests  of  the  country,  I  do  not  see  why  the 
Government  should  be  disturbed  in  their 
arrangements.  It  is  my  object  rather  to  facili- 
tate them  in  order  that  they  may  have  a  fall 
opportunity  for  considering  their  proposals,  and, 
when  I  see  what  changes  tney  intend  to  make,  I 
shall  then  see  on  which  side  I  shall  vote.  In 
the  meantime  I  take  the  attitude  of  one  who 
independently  watches  over  the  interests  of  the 
country,  and  I  think  it  is  best  to  leave  those 
honourable  gentlemen  to  have  a  fair  chance 
with  their  measures.  But  I  say  I  do  not  agree 
with  many  of  their  proposals.  I  think  the  pro- 
posal of  the  Premier  to  take  from  the  subsidies 
of  the  outlying  country  districts  an  unwise 
one.  To  terminate  railways  and  roadworks 
seems  to  me  a  great  mistake.  When  I  heard 
the  honourable  member  for  Christchuroh  North 
it  stiiick  me  very  much  that  that  honour- 
able gentleman  had  running  in  his  mind  some 
of  the  thoughts  I  have  freely  enunciated. 
I  think  that,  as  colonial  works,  the  railways 
should  be  put  a  stop  to,  and  that  their  con- 
struction should  bo  handed  over  to  private 
companies,  the  same  as  the  Manawatu,  the 
Midland,  and  the  Otago  Central.  But  discon- 
tinue the  central  railway  in  this  Island,  and 
all  other  lines  of  that  kind,  and  hand  them  over 
to  private  companies.  Devote  the  money  thus 
placed  at  your  disposal  to  the  opening-up  of 
land  for  settlement  in  the  outlying  districts. 
Surely  every  honourable  member  must  know 
that  it  is  by  the  railways  that  we  have  been 
brought  to  our  present  position.  It  is  by  making 
railways  to  compete  with  sea-carriage,  which 
they  can  never  hope  to  succeed  in,  that  we  have 
been  brought  to  the  position  of  having  a  revenue 
which  does  not  meet  our  expenditure  and  the 
more  railways  are  built  the  more  we  shall  sink 
in  that  position.  That  must  be  so,  for  the  pro- 
ducts of  the  country  are  such,  and  the  confor- 
mation of  the  country  is  such,  that  of  necessity 
the  railways  must  depend  almost  entirely  on 
their  passenger  traffic.  There  are  no  great 
quantities  of  products  to  send  to  any  one  central 
portion  of  the  colony.  All  we  require,  and  all 
we  ever  did  require,  are  short  lines  to  connect 
the  interior  with  the  ports.  But,  instead  of 
that,  we  have  gone  in  for  magnificent  schemes 
of  railway  communication,  going  from  end  to 
end  of  each  Island,  with  many  branches  from 
them,  and  made  quite  regardless  of  the  physical 
difficulties  to  be  met  with.  And  now  wo  arc 
paying  the  penalty  for  this,  and  the  more  rail- 
ways we  moke  the  greater  will  the  penalty  be, 
partly  for  the  reason  I  have  stated,  and  partly 
because  our  railways  are  governed  by  political 
influence,  and  not  on  a  commercial  basis.  Ex- 
cuses arc  always  being  found  for  reducing  the 
charges  for  railway-carriage  —  whenever  there 
is  an  influential  community  to  be  served,  pres- 
sure is  applied  to  reduce  the  charges — and 
therefore  it  is  impossible  for  our  railways  to 
pay  as  they  should.  I  hope  the  Government 
will  study  the  views  that  have  been  expressed 
in  this  House,  so  that  when  we  meet  hero  again 
they  will  submit  to  us  proposals  calculated  to 
meet  the  requirements  of  the  country  ;  and  in 
that  hope  I  intend  to  support  these  resolutions. 
Mr,  O'Conor 


Mr.  WARD. — The  unique  distinction  of  being 
able  to  take  part  in  debating  a  vote  of  confi- 
dence in  the  Government  moved  by  tbemselvea 
is  a  privilege  I  am  anxious  not  to  lose  the 
pleasure  of.  The  two  resolutions  are  of  such 
a  nature  that  I  am  put  in  a  predicament.  If 
they  are  put  together  I  must  walk  out  without 
voting,  though  I  do  not  wish  it  to  be  under- 
stood I  am  doing  so  as  a '  follower  of  the 
honourable  member  for  Christchuroh  Korth  ; 
but  if  they  are  put  singly  I  shall  vote  for  the 
first  and  against  the  second.  Sir,  I  hope  the 
question  will  be  quickly  decided  one  way  or  the 
other,  and  that  we  shall  then  set  ourselves 
to  the  business  of  the  country,  because  I  am 
painfully  sensible  of  the  fact  that  up  to  the 
present  there  bos  been  a  great  waste  of  time, 
and  it  seems  to  me  that  the  time  is  so  limited 
that  there  should  be  a  united  effort  on  both 
sides  to  get  to  dealing  with  the  measures  the 
Government  desire  to  place  before  the  country. 

Mr.  SAMUEL. — As  one  opposed  to  the  pre- 
sent Government  during  the  past  four  sessions, 
and  now  an  independent  member,  and  as  one 
who  believes  that  the  tarii!  should  be  arranged 
with  a  due  regard  to  Protection,  I  have  felt  iit 
doubt  as  to  how  I  should  voto  on  this  question. 
But  it  seems  to  me  that,  the  Government  hav- 
ing been  placed  in  office  to  carry  out  one  task 
of  primary  importance — that  is,  to  effect  re- 
trencliment  and  economy — we  should  not  fetter 
their  hands  by  compelling  them  to  take  such 
another  large  task  as  revising  the  tariif  this 
session.  They  have  got  the  great  task  of  re- 
trenchment to  discharge,  and  they  are  in  office 
to  undertake  it,  and  I  think  it  is  a  very  good 
job  that  they  will  not  have  the  extra  revenue 
that  a  revised  tariff  would  bring  them,  or  they 
would  have  one  incentive  less  to  effect  that 
rigid  economy  which  the  country  desires.  For 
that  reason  I  shall  vote  for  both  of  these  mo- 
tions. 

Mr.  GRIMMOND.— Sir,  as  a  Free-trader  I 
can  see  no  chance  of  the  alteration  of  the  tariff 
in  the  present  financial  position  of  the  colony 
resulting  in  a  reduction  of  the  amount  to  be 
collected  at  the  Customs,  and  I  shall  therefore 
vote  for  the  resolution  before  the  House. 

Mr.  PITZHERBERT.  —  I,  like  some  other 
honourable  members,  intend  to  have  a  division 
on  this  question,  so  that  we  may  see  who  will 
vote  with  the  Government  and  who  will  not.  I 
was  not  returned  cither  as  a  Protectionist  or  as 
a  Free-trader;  I  was  returned  here  unpledged, 
an  entirely  independent  member,  to  vote  as  I 
think  fit.  I  did  not  advocate  Protection  on 
the  hustings,  because  I  saw  it  would  be  im- 
possible to  adopt  such  a  scheme — that  the 
colony  could  not  possibly  do  without  the 
£1,400,000  it  derives  everj-  year  from  the  im- 
port duties,  and  so  it  could  not  do  with  Pro- 
tection. It  would  have  been  an  absurdity  to 
carry  out  the  tariff  proposed  last  year,  which 
put  taxation  on  articles  required  for  ordinary 
use,  and  which  would  have  put  a  heavy  impost 
on  many  articles  of  general  consumption.  Out 
of  the  proposed  increased  duties,  £110,000  of 
the  total  of  £180,000  was  on  cotton  goods,  and, 
as  we  have  no  cotton  production  or  cotton-mills 
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liere,  and  cotton  is  required  in  every-day  life — 
even  the  wrappers  in  which  we  send  away  our 
Irozen  mutton  are  of  cotton — that  increase 
'wonld  have  been  most  severely  felt,  and 
TTOuld  even  have  checked  industry.  There- 
fore, daring  my  election  I  declared  that 
I  was  opposed  to  absolute  Protection,  and 
I  ajso  declared  that  I  was  opposed  to  an 
absolute  Free-trade  policy.  What  I  advo- 
cated was,  that  we  should  so  foster  and 
encourage  local  industries  as  to  enable  goods 
which  are  manufactured,  or  can  be  manufac- 
tured, in  tho  coloiw  to  be  sold  at  a  fair  profit ; 
and  beyond  that  I  would  not  go.  Kow,  as  to 
the  position  of  this  Govemmect  with  regard 
to  the  tariff,  there  can  be  no  doubt  the  last 
Government  were  defeated  on  their  tariff  pro- 
posals; and,  no  doubc,  that  was  the  main 
question  bcfor?  the  country  when  we  went  to 
the  electors ;  and,  of  course,  every  member  now 
sitting  on  the  Government  benches  believed 
that  the  tariff  would  be  revised  this  session, 
and  must  have  come  to  a  conclusion  in  his 
own  mind  as  to  what  increases  of  duties  there 
should  be ;  and  I  say,  that  being  so,  the  Qo- 
vemmeut  should  have  brought  in  tariff  pro- 
posals this  session.  I  did  not  hear  the  Finan- 
cial Statement  read  in  this  House,  being  away 
in  a  distant  part  of  the  country  for  the  benefit 
of  my  health ;  but  when  I  read  it  I  was  as- 
tonished to  find  it  did  not  state  that  a  revised 
tariff  would  be  submitted  this  session.  I  was 
also  surprised  at  .some  other  features  in  the 
Financial  Statement ;  but  I  am  not  going  to 
deal  with  that  subject  now,  and  will  merely 
say  that  I  shall  remain  to  vote  on  this  ques- 
tion, and  shall  vote  against  the  resolutions  of 
the  Premier. 

Mr.  KERR.— Sir,  I  hold  that  when  we  went 
to  the  country  it  was  entirely  on  tho  tariff 
question. — (No.) — ^Yes,  it  was.  Retrenchment 
was  agreed  on  by  both  sides,  and  the  late  Go- 
vernment was  retrenching,  and  had  been  all 
along.  The  tariff  was  tho  question  of  the  day ; 
and  when  the  late  Government  brought  down 
their  tarifi  it  was  rejected,  and  we  went  to  the 
country  on  it.  In  my  election  the  whole  thing 
was  fought  on  that.  My  opponent  was  for  re- 
trenchment right  through,  and  was  not  for  Pro- 
tection at  all,  and  he  did  not  want  tho  tariff 
touched.  While  he  was  for  retrenchment  I 
declared  myself  for  an  increased  tariff,  and  the 
country  upheld  me,  considering  that  it  was  not 
fair  to  put  the  whole  of  the  increased  taxation 
on  land  alone  ;  that  the  fanners  should  not  be 
made  to  bear  more  than  their  fair  share  of  the 
bnrden,  but  that  all  alike  should  bo  taxed  fairly. 
I  was  elected  by  a  large  majority  because  I 
pledged  myself,  as  far  as  in  me  lay,  to  get  a 
better  tariff  at  the  same  time  as  a  tax  on 
land — to  increase  the  Customs  duties  so  far 
that  tho  farmers  should  not  be  compelled  to 
bear  the  whole  burden.  That  is  the  reason 
■why  I  have  tried  my  best  to  get  tho  tariff  raised 
this  session.  I  may  state  tliat  I  am  just  as 
independent  as  any  member  in  this  House.  I 
have  no  leader ;  but  I  pledged  myself,  if  I  came 
back  to  the  House,  to  compel  any  Government 
to  bring  down  a  better  tariff  this  session,  and  I 


am  satisfied  that,  as  surely  as  I  stand  here, 
honourable  members  will  deeply  regret  that 
they  have  not  compelled  tho  Government  to 
alter  the  tariff  this  session,  for  I  am  certain 
that  the  Government  will  not  deal  satisfactorily 
with  the  question  next  session.  I  believe  that 
the  Government  are  really  deterred  from  bring- 
ing down  a  tariff  through  fear  of  losing  their 
seats  on  these  benches,  though  if  they  had 
brought  one  down  I  should  have  helped  them 
whether  they  stood  or  fell  by  it. 

Major  ATKINSON. — I  am  very  sorry  to  have 
to  make  a  speech  on  this  occwion,  but  some  of 
the  statements  made  by  the  honourable  gentle- 
man opposite  I  am  bound  to  answer.  Sir,  we 
have  very  good  evidence  of  the  honourable 
gentleman's  courage  and  his  courtesy  in  the 
course  he  has  chosen  to  follow  this  afternoon. 
I  am  not  going  to  grumble  at  it.  It  is  what 
we  might  reasonably  have  expected  from  bis 
proceedings  this  session.  The  Government  have 
treated  the  honourable  gentleman  with  excep- 
tional consideration,  and  this  is  the  result. 
Well,  the  honourable  gentleman  may  under- 
stand that  he  will  have  no  more  of  that  con- 
sideration for  the  rest  of  the  session.  I  want 
that  distinctly  understood.  I  say  we  have 
treated  him  with  every  and  great  considera- 
tion, and  this  is  the  result.  And  what.  Sir,  is 
the  result  due  to?  Fear,  simply  fear.  The 
honourable  gentleman  is  afraid  to  face  the 
storm  he  has  raised  himself.  He  challenged 
tho  Government,  and  then  he  pretended  that 
the  resolution  he  proposed  to  bring  down  in- 
sisting on  the  tariff  being  revised  this  session 
was  intended  for  the  purpose  of  assisting  the 
Government.  Sir,  was  ever  a  greater  sham 
attempted  to  be  imposed  on  this  House?  And, 
I  say,  tlie  honourable  gentleman  knows  it  was 
a  sham,  and  so  do  some  honourable  gentlemen 
opposite,  though  I  admit  that  there  are  some 
other  gentlemen  opposite  who  do  not  and  can- 
not comprehend  such  action.  And,  Sir,  we  have 
just  heard  some  more  sham.  The  honourable 
gentleman  who  has  just  told  us  that  he  has  no 
leader  is,  at  all  events,  a  faithful  follower,  for 
never  does  the  member  for  Christohurch  North 
go  into  a  lobby  but  he  is  followed  by  the 
honourable  member  for  Motucka.  I  say,  away 
with  such  pretences  at  independence  as  that, 
and  also  that  of  the  honourable  member  for 
the  Hutt  I  It  is  simply  pretence,  and  very 
weak  pretence  at  that.  Honourable  gentle- 
men who  make  these  declarations  are  simply 
ashamed  of  their  champion — they  would  vote 
with  him,  but  they  are  ashamed  of  him.  There 
can  be  no  doubt  whatever  that  the  conduct  of 
the  honourable  gentleman  this  session  has  been 
such  as  to  disturb  the  equanimity  of  his  fol- 
lowers. Mistake  after  mistake  —  to  uso  the 
mildest  possible  term — has  been  made  by  him  ; 
and  his  last  and  greatest  mistake  was  when  he 
challenged  the  Government  on  this  question, 
and  asserted  positively  that  a  majority  of  this 
House  were  determined  to  have,  this  session,  a 
revision  of  the  tariff.  Now,  with  regard  to  the 
alleged  unconstitutional  action,  as  declared  in 
that  wonderful  resolution  which  was  carried  by 
some  half-dozen  honourable  members — tho  rest 


Digitized  by 


Google 


70 


Cmtoms  Tariff. 


[HOUSE.]         Customs  Tariff.         [Nov.  28 


\7onld  not  go  to  the  meeting, — those  who  de- 
clared the  Government's  action  to  be  unconsti- 
tutional know  as  little  about  what  is  constitu- 
tional as  some  of  them  care.  The  honourable 
gentleman  opposite  wants  to  be  very  constitu- 
tional, and  says  I  do  not  meet  him  constitu- 
tionaliy.  How  am  I  to  meet  him  ?  He  alleges 
positively  that  this  House  wants  a  revised  tariff 
this  session ;  yet  he  has  not  the  courage  to  put 
the  question  to  the  House.  He  has  not  the 
courage  to  ask  the  House  whether  it  is  so  or 
not,  though  he  himself  declares  that  it  is.  How 
am  I  to  answer  him  7 

Mr.  KERB. — He  wants  to  help  you. 

Major  ATKINSON.— Help  me !  This  is  not 
a  case  of  helping  a  lame  dog  over  a  stile. 
When  I  want  help  of  the  honourable  gentle- 
man I  will  ask  him ;  but  it  will  be  a  very  long 
time  before  I  do. 

Mr.  KERR. — It  appears  to  me  you  are  not 
answering  the  question. 

Major  ATKINSON. — I  am  going  to  answer 
it  in  my  own  way,  and  not  in'  the  way  which 
the  honourable  member  for  Waimea  thinks  I 
should.  We  have  had  an  exhibition  of  the  pa- 
triotism of  the  honourable  member  for  Christ- 
church  North,  as  well  as  of  his  courage.  What 
is  the  extraordinary  position  he  has  taken  up 
before  the  country  and  the  House  ?  I  hope 
the  country  and  the  House  will  mark  it. 
What  is  the  position  the  honourable  gentleman 
dares  to  take  up  in  the  face  of  the  House  and 
the  country  ?  He  has  a  scheme  which  would 
raise  us  out  of  our  difficulties — a  scheme  which 
would  avoid  borrowing,  and  which  would  make 
all  local  industries  prosper,  and  enable  us  to 
go  on  with  our  railways ;  and  what  is  the  rea- 
son he  does  not  bring  it  forward  ?  It  is,  that 
the  honourable  gentleman  has  not  got  such  a 
scheme  :  that  is  the  reason.  Ho  has,  foolishly, 
now  placed  himself  in  the  position  of  a  man 
who  has  a  scheme,  and  yet  be  says  that  it  is 
my  power  in  this  House  which  prevents  his 
submitting  the  scheme  to  the  country.  If  we 
are  to  believe  that  the  honourable  gentleman 
has  such  a  scheme,  there  is  not  one  of  his 
followers,  who  have  so  ignominiously  walked 
out  with  their  tails  between  their  legs,  who 
would  not  instantly  have  demanded  it  from 
the  honourable  gentleman.  As  a  patriot, 
he  was  hound  to  produce  it  for  the  benefit 
of  the  House  and  of  the  country.  I  will 
go  further.  He  says  that  I  am  utterly  incom- 
petent, and  that  the  Qovernment  only  occupies 
its  position  on  sufferance ;  and  yet  he  alleges 
I  have  power  over  this  House  such  as  he 
describes.  What  must  be  the  condition  of 
honourable  members  of  this  House  if  that  is 
true  ?  I  say  it  is  a  nice  compliment  to  mem- 
bers of  this  House,  that,  because  I  laughed,  a 
scheme  that  would  regenerate  the  country  is  to 
disappear.  It  is  preposterous.  We  have  had 
enough  of  the  honourable  gentleman's  schemes. 
We  had  his  scheme  of  1884,  and  it  has  landed 
us  exactly  in  the  position  we  foretold  at  that 
date.  In  regard  to  the  seizure  of  the  Sinking 
Fund,  did  the  honourable  gentleman  not  tell 
the  House  that  directly  it  was  taken  it  would 
Mc^jor  Atkiruon 


do  away  with   borrowing  for  unieproduotiv* 

works  ?  The  result,  however,  has  been  quita 
the  opposite.  Here  we  are,  every  nest-egg  gone. 
And  last  session  the  honourable  gentleman  wag 
going  to  redeem  us  by  borrowing,  and  by  a 
tariff,  which  was  instantly  laughed  out  of  the 
House.  This  year  he  tells  us  that  borrowing 
must  cease — that  we  cannot  oSord  to  borrow. 
How  can  we  believe  any  honourable  gentle- 
man who  shifts  round  all  the  points  of  the  com- 
pass just  to  suit  the  times?  The  honourable 
gentleman  talked  of  1874.  I  am  not  going  into 
that  question  now,  but  some  day  I  will  expose 
the  state  of  the  finance  left  by  the  honourable 
gentleman  when  he  left  office,  and  I  venture  to 
say  that  he  will  not  come  out  the  best.  I  say 
that  never  were  the  finances  of  the  country  in 
a  more  shameful  state  than  when  that  honour- 
able gentlemoTk  left  office.  Then,  the  honour- 
able gentleman  tells  us  that  in  1879  I  was 
a  member  of  a  Government  which  kept 
back  a  motion  of  want  of  confidence  which 
was  hanging  over  us  for  a  time.  That  is  true 
in  one  sense ;  but  it  is  not  true  in  the  way  in 
which  he  wanted  the  House  to  believe  it  true. 
I  am  not  going  into  the  circumstances  of  that 
matter,  but  I  must  answer  the  honourable 
gentleman.  The  Government  of  Sir  George 
Grey  had  been  defeated  and  another  Govern- 
ment hod  been  installed,  and  before  that  Go- 
vernment had  time  to  examine  the  finances  or 
make  any  statement  to  the  House  a  notice 
of  want  of  confidence  was  tabled.  What  did 
the  Government  do  ?  The  Opposition,  not  being 
quite  up  to  the  forms  of  the  House,  put  the 
notice  of  motion  in  a  form  in  which  they  could 
not  get  it  on  without  the  consent  of  the  Govern- 
ment ;  and  what  did  the  Government  do?  They 
did  what  they  were  bound  to  do  in  jastice  to 
the  country  and  itself,  for  they  said,  "  We  want 
seven  days  to  make  our  statement  in.  As  soon 
as  we  have  that  time  we  will  bring  up  your 
notice  of  motion  at  once."  "  No,"  said  the 
Opposition ;  "  wo  will  have  it  up  at  once." 
Then  I  said,  "  Get  it  up  at  once  if  you  can." 
They  said,  "All  right;  we  will  get  it  up  at 
once."  They  did  not  succeed  in  getting  it  up. 
We  made  our  statement  to  the  House,  and  as 
soon  as  we  did  so  we  were  in  a  majority.  The 
truth  is  this  :  that  our  Government  had  a  good 
case.  It  was  only  petulance  on  my  part,  says 
the  honourable  gentleman,  that  I  moved  this 
resolution  the  other  night.  Only  petulance  t 
Yes,  it  may  have  been  petulance,  but  I  ven- 
ture to  say  that  if  it  had  been  that  honourable 
gentleman  who  was  on  these  benches  the  mo- 
tion would  have  been  the  height  of  wisdom. 
The  result  has  been  that  those  honourable 
gentlemen  dare  not  face  us.  Where  are  they  ? 
They  have  snealced  out  of  the  House.  They 
are  not  going  to  discuss  the  question.  The 
honourable  gentleman  makes  a  most  violent 
speech  of  an  hour  and  a  half,  and  then  stumps 
out  of  the  House.  I  saw  shame  on  the  faces 
of  his  followers.  I  saw  how  much  they  felt  that 
the  honourable  gentleman  had  failed  in  every 
course  he  had  recommended  to  the  party. 
They  went  out  with  shame  on  their  faces. 
Only  eight  went  out  with  him,  I  noticed,  and  I 
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aee  a  good  sprinkling  of  the  honourable  gentle- 
man's followers  present  now. 

Mr.  EEBR. — There  was  no  shame. 

Major  ATKINSON. — There  are  some  honour- 
able gentlemen  who  cannot  feel  shame ;  I  aso. 
talking  of  those  honourable  gentlemen  who  oan 
feel  shame,  and  who  oocasionally  do  show  it. 
The  honourable  member  for  Waimea  seems 
very  unhappy. 

Mr.  KERR. — I  see  what  yon  want  to  do. 

Mr.  SEDDON.  —  Yon  are  talking  against 
time. 

Major  ATKINSON.— Perhaps  it  would  not 
take  five  minutes  to  reply  to  the  honourable 
gentleman,  although  he  spoke  for  an  hour  and 
a  half,  but  I  do  propose  to  say  a  few  words  with 
the  permission  of  the  honourable  member  for 
Waimea.  If  I  have  not  finished  at  half-past 
five  I  shall  do  myself  the  pleasure  of  resuming 
the  debate  at  half-past  seven.  Well,  then,  we 
oome  to  the  attack  the  honourable  gentleman 
made  on  the  Minister  of  Education.  First  of 
all,  he  tells  us  that  the  House  and  the  country 
think  very  little  of  the  Minister  of  Education ; 
that  all  his  figures  are  wrong,  and  that  he  does 
not  know  however  he  is  going  to  answer.  I 
notice,  however,  this  peculiarity :  that,  although 
the  honourable  gentleman  is  always  telling  us 
when  he  speaks  that  my  honourable  colleague 
ought  not  to  be  considered,  the  honourable 
member  for  Christchurch  North  invariably 
picks  him  out  to  spend  t^venty  minutes  or  half 
an  hoar  npon.  I  would  advise  the  honourable 
member  for  Christchurch  North  not  to  be  so 
sore  of   the  insignificance  of  the   honourable 

gentleman.  I  venture  to  think  that  my 
ononiable  colleague  will  hold  his  own  against 
even  so  great  a  man  as  the  honourable  member 
for  Cbristchurcb  North.  "  Puerile,"  says  the 
honourable  gentleman  —  he  is  very  fond  of 
strong  words  when  he  has  very  little  argument ; 
the  honourable  gentleman  says  it  is  puerile 
to  deal  with  this  question  in  this  way.  A 
great  authority  the  honourable  gentleman  is 
on  tariffs,  is  he  not?  We  have  have  had  a 
great  deal  of  experience  of  the  honourable 
gentleman  and  his  tariffs.  The  honourable 
gentleman  has  produced  two  tariffs  after 
having  had  a  year's  time  to  consider  each.  In 
one  case  he  had  two  years.  What  were  they 
when  they  were  brought  down  1  My  honour- 
able friend  says  that  one  was  the  "banana" 
tariff.  Many  honourable  members  suppose 
that  the  proposal  was  to  put  a  penny  on  pre- 
served bananas ;  but  it  seems  it  was  really  to 
take  a  peimy  off.  A  "  banana  "  tariff  I  On  the 
itrength  of  such  tariffs  as  those  the  honourable 
gentleman  con  apeak  with  great  authority  on 
tariffs.  The  honourable  member  for  Invercar- 
gill  says  he  could  prepare  a  tariff  in  seven  or 
eight  honis.  It  would  not  take  the  House 
seven  or  eight  hours  to  deal  with  it.  I  can 
assure  the  House  that  the  present  Government 
have  no  idea  of  bringing  in  a  tariff  which  is 
going  to  be  treated  as  the  honourable  gentle- 
man's tariff  opposite  was  treated.  We  are  going 
to  stand  or  fall  by  it.  An  honourable  gentle- 
man says.  Put  5  or  10  per  cent,  on  ad  valorem 
duties.    We  have  had  experience  of  putting  a 


duty  on  that  class  of  goods.  In  1879  the  tariff 
was  revised  hastily.  We  increased  the  tariff 
in  that  year  very  largely,  and  the  ad  valorem 
duties  were  raised  10  or  15  per  cent.,  and  ws 
did  not  get  a  single  half  penny  additional  reve- 
nue. The  tariff,  if  it  is  to  be  revised  at  all — 
and  the  Government  have  said  distinctly  that 
it  is  to  be  revised — I  say  must  be  revised  with 
great  care  and  consideration ;  and  I  say  there 
is  no  man  here  who  can  pretend  to  say  what 
revenue  we  can  jucessarily  raise  by  the  tariff 
next  year.  The  honourable  member  for  New 
Plymouth  referred  to  a  point  which  it  is  very 
important  for  the  House  to  consider — that  is, 
giving  increased  taxation  until  we  have  seen 
the  greatest  retrenchment  which  can  possibly 
be  made.  That  is  the  stand  the  Opposition 
took  last  session.  They  said,  "  We  will  not 
vote  any  additional  taxation  until  we  are  cer- 
tain that  the  public  expenditure  has  been  re- 
duced to  the  lowest  possible  amount."  I  say 
this  House,  if  it  is  wise,  will  adhere  to  the 
same  rule.  The  people  of  New  Zealand  will 
not  object  to  the  taxation  necessary  to  carry 
on  the  services  economically ;  but  the  vast 
majority  of  the  taxpayers  of  this  colony  are  not 
prepared  haphazard,  for  any  purpose  whatever, 
to  give  a  greater  revenue  to  the  Government 
than  at  present  until  they  are  satisfied  that  the 
utmost  retrenchment  has  taken  place.  I  say 
that  is  an  important  principle. 

Mr.  SEDDON.  —  Why  did  you  increase  the 
property-tax  ? 

Major  ATKINSON.— Why  did  we  inoreas* 
the  property-tax  I 

The  hour  of  half-past  five  o'clock  having  ar- 
rived, Mr.  Speakeb  left  the  chair. 

HOCSE   KESUMED. 

The  House  resumed  at  half-past  seven 
o'clock. 

Major  ATKINSON.— When  the  House  rose 
at  half-past  five  o'clock  I  was  referring  to  the 
amendment  of  the  tariff  which  the  honourable 
member  for  Christchurch  North  had  alluded 
to.  The  honourable  member  went  on  to  tell 
us  that  it  was  not  a  question  of  Protection  that 
we  had  to  deal  with  now,  but  simplv  a  matter 
of  revenue.  The  whole  tenor  of  liis  speech 
showed  that  he  was  not  considering  the  ques- 
tion of  revenue  at  all,  but  was  trying  to  excite 
in  the  minds  of  honourable  members  a  fear  of 
their  constituents.  I  am  happy  to  say  that 
the  members  of  this  House,  at  any  rate  those 
who  are  supporting  the  Government,  know 
very  well  what  is  the  real  feeling  of  their  con- 
stituents, and  they  know  very  well  that  they 
are  giving  effect  to  what  their  constituents 
desire  in  the  action  they  are  now  taking.  They 
are  not  to  be  led  away  by  the  device  of  the 
honourable  gentleman  into  doing  what  the^ 
know  is  an  impossibility.  What  their  consti- 
tuents desire  is  not  that  galvanised  iron  should 
have  a  special  duty  put  upon  it  this  session, 
but  that  the  tariff  should  receive  a  general 
revision.  That  it  is  what  they  desire ;  and  I 
venture  to  think — and  the  action  of  the  honour- 
able gentleman  shows  that  he  thicks  so  also, 
although  he  told  ns  the   exact  opposite  the 
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other  day — the  opinion  oi  tlie  House  is  that  the 
taiiS  cannot  he  levised  during  the  present 
session.  So  much,  then,  for  the  tarifi.  Then, 
the  honourable  gentleman  goes  on  to  say,  "  I 
accuse  the  Government  of  lieeping  their  re- 
trenchment proposals  back."  I  do  not  know 
what  the  honourable  gentleman  means.  How 
any  honourable  member  can  make  such  a 
statement  as  that,  with  the  facts  before  him, 
I  am  at  a  loss  to  understand ;  because  it  is 
contrary  to  the  facts  of  the  case.  And  it  is 
contrary  to  the  facts  which  the  honourable 
gentleman  accepted  himself.  The  honourable 
gentleman  accepted  the  Financial  Statement 
as  a  statement  of  the  policy  of  the  Govern- 
ment. He  asked  time  to  consider  that  State- 
ment, and  was  not  ready  to  go  on  with  it  on 
the  Friday,  the  Statement  having  been  deli- 
vered on  the  previous  Tuesday.  It  took  him 
to  the  following  Tuesday  to  get  ready  to  dis- 
cuss the  policy  of  the  Government.  The  Go- 
vernment gave  him  that  time.  He  accepted 
the  Statement  and  the  House  and  the  country 
looked  upon  the  Statement  as  a  clear  exposition 
of  the  policy  of  the  Government  in  regard  to 
retrenchment  and  other  matters.  And  I  say 
that  a  full  scheme  of  retrenchment  is  con- 
tained in  tliat  Statement  and  the  Bills  we 
have  brought  down  since.  And  I  say  that 
the  honourable  gentleman  accepted  it,  and  it 
was  not  until  he  made  that  wretched  speech — 
that  abortive  failure,  which  occupied  two  hours 
and  a  half,  in  which  he  told  us  absolutely 
nothing,  and  controverted  not  a  single  point  in 
the  Statement  —  it  was  not  till  then  that  he 
found  there  was  no  policy  in  the  Statement. 
The  honourable  gentleman  thought  of  upset- 
ting the  Statement  by  a  speech  which  took  a 
week  to  prepare,  and  which  fell  as  flat  as  pos- 
sible on  the  House  ;  and  one  after  another  of 
his  own  supporters  in  the  Press  of  the  country 
has  declared  that  not  one  pomt  of  the  State- 
ment has  been  shaken.  Notoriety  seems  to  be 
the  life  of  the  honourable  gentleman.  It  does 
not  matter  what  it  is,  ho  must  have  notoriety 
or  he  feels  that,  having  failed  politically,  he 
will  disappear  altogether  from  the  thoughts  of 
the  people  of  this  country.  He  tells  us  to- 
night—and I  was  astonished  at  his  temerity — 
that  the  promises  he  made  in  1884  he  has 
carried  out.  This  is  insulting  the  intelligence 
of  this  House.  I  say  that  not  one  single  pro- 
mise which  the  honourable  gentleman  made  in 
1884  has  been  given  effect  to,  except  this  :  that 
he  would  take  the  Sinking  Fund  ;  and  he  has 
now  landed  us  in  as  great  a  debt  as  when  he 
borrowed  it.  That  he  has  aooomplished,  to  our 
sorrow,  and  it  is  to-day  we  have  to  meet  the 
difficulty  face  to  face.  And  it  is  in  consequence 
of  the  terrible  muddle  and  the  utter  failure  of 
the  honourable  gentleman's  promises  to  relieve 
us  of  taxation,  or  give  us  retrenchment,  or  re- 
store us  to  prosperity  by  "  leaps  and  bounds  " — 
it  is  this  failure,  I  say,  that  has  rendered  these 
drastic  proposals  of  the  Government  absolutely 
necessary.  And  yet  the  honourable  gentleman, 
at  this  eleventh  hour,  comes  down  with  a 
scheme — ^no ;  I  beg  his  pardon ;  he  does  not 
come  down  with  it ;  ho  has  got  it  in  his  breast, 
Major  Atkinson 


and,  for  fear  it  should  be  laughed  out  of  the 
Houso,  he  propr.ses  to  keep  it  there.  The 
members  of  this  House  and  the  country  will  be 
able  to  value  such  a  statement  as  that  at  its 
true  worth.  I  should  like  to  ask  the  honour- 
able gentleman  when  he  hatched  this  new 
scheme, — when  he  devised  it.  A  regular 
practitioner  who  had  a  patent  medicine,  a  uni- 
versal medicine  with  which  he  could  cure  every- 
body, and.yet  who  followed  the  old  lines  of  the 
profession,  I  venture  to  say  would  be  call^  a 
great  charlatan.  As  the  words  are  not  allowable 
in  this  House,  I  am  not  going  to  apply  them  to 
the  honourable  gentleman  ;  but  I  was  going  to 
ask,  where  ia  the  patriotism  of  this  honourable 
gentleman,  this  saviour  of  the  country  ?  The 
honourable  gentleman  came  into  Parliament 
to  restoie  prosperity  by  "  leaps  and  bounds." 
He  pledged  himself  to  do  it,  and  he  tells  us  he  has 
done  it ;  that  every  one  of  his  pledges  has  been 
fulfilled.  Still,  I  ask  how  his  supporters  woald 
feel  when  they  heard  the  honourable  gentleman 
make  such  a  boast  as  that.  Then,  again,  I 
come  back  and  I  ask  him  when  it  was  that  he 
conceived  this  great  scheme.  How  long  ago 
was  it,  and  under  what  circumstances  ?  Last 
session  he  told  us,  in  the  boldest  possible  lan- 
guage, that  retrenchment  was  all  a  sham  ;  that 
it  could  not  be  made  ;  that  there  was  no  pos- 
sibility of  doing  it,  and  that  we  must  imme- 
diately put  on  taxation  to  the  extent  of  a  quarter 
of  a  million.  This  he  told  us  was  absolutely 
necessary,  and  he  threatened  if  we  would  not 
accept  it  ho  would  go  to  the  country,  and  that 
the  country  would  very  soon  send  us,  who  dis- 
believed in  that  mode  of  business,  about  our 
business.  But  what  answer  did  the  country 
return  ?  That  the  honourable  gentleman  was 
unfit  to  govern  us.  The  answer  of  the  country 
is  that  it  will  not  trust  the  honourable  gentle- 
man, and  will  not  have  him  here  at  all.  What 
has  been  the  action  of  the  honourable  gentle- 
man ever  since  the  vote  of  the  country  has 
been  taken  ?  Has  it  not  been  a  constant  en- 
deavour to  obtain  coalition  with  my  side  of  the 
House  ?  That  is  what  he  has  been  working  for 
silently  and  publicly.  He  says,  after  the  elec- 
tions, I  was  bound  to  go  to  him.  But,  when  I 
heard  the  honourable  gentleman  declare  last 
session  that  retrenchment  was  a  sham,  all 
possibility  of  attaining  the  object  of  the  honour- 
able gentleman  was  out  of  the  question.  I  felt 
that  a  coalition,  or  a  proposition  of  that  sort, 
would  have  been  treacherous  to  the  country,  and 
I  made  up  my  mind  that  under  no  circum- 
stances would  I  coalesce  with  the  honourable 
gentleman,  because  1  felt,  as  every  member  on 
our  side  of  the  House  felt,  that  the  honourable 
gentleman  meant  to  go  in  for  extravagance, 
and  spending  money  merely  to  keep  him  in 
office,  and  after  him  would  come  the  flood. 
Then,  the  honourable  gentleman  declares  in  his 
place  in  Parliament  that  he  raised  me  into 
office.  Then,  I  ask  him,  if  he  believes  me  to  be 
what  he  has  represented  me  to  be — which  I 
doubt — I  ask,  to  what  depth  must  the  honour- 
able gentleman  have  fallen  to  be  excluded 
from  the  position  he  desires  I  If  what  he  de- 
scribes be  true,  at  any  rate  my  friends  have  had 
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the  strength  to  eject  him  from  office  by  the 
inll  of  the  country,  and  I  venture  to  say  that 
the  will  of  the  country  is  that  the  honour- 
able gentleman  should  be  precluded  from  ever 
again  taking  a  place  on  these  benches.  And  this 
office  I  now  hold  is  no  seeking  of  mine,  as  all 
my  friends  know,  every  one  of  them ;  and  it  is 
within  the  knowledge  of  the  honourable  mem- 
ber f"r  Auckland  Central,  who  has  gone  against 
•no  Government,  that  I  was  perfectly  willing 
to  stand  aside  entirely,  and  support  any  Go- 
vernment that  would  support  retrenchment. 
Then,  I  ask,  what  does  the  honourable  gentle- 
man mean  by  tolling  ns  he  has  this  scheme? 
What  docs  he  mean  ?  Is  he  a  patriot  ?  Why 
does  he  not  divulge  his  scheme,  if  he  has  one  ? 
His  talk  is  as  idle  and  inaccurate  as  it  was 
when  the  country  had  confidence  in  him,  and 
returned  him,  in  1884,  to  lead  us  into  this  ter- 
rible state  of  financial  di£5culties  which  we 
have  to  face  now.  He  says,  "Look  at  the 
securities  of  the  colony ;  see  how  they  have 
gone  down  since  the  present  Government  took 
office."  It  is  true  they  have  gone  down,  and, 
if  I  judge  the  times  aright,  they  will  go  down 
more.  And  why  is  it  ?  Not  because  this  Go- 
vernment is  in  office,  but  because  the  English 
market  knows  now  what  is  the  real  state  of 
the  colony,  the  state  to  which  the  honourable 
gentleman  opposite  has  brought  it  by  his 
wretched  financing.  Never  were  the  finances 
of  the  colony,  not  even  in  1874,  when  they  were 
bad  enough,  bo  bad  as  they  have  been  for  the 
last  three  or  four  years.  Well,  to  come  back 
to  the  statement  of  retrenchment,  he  says  we 
have  not  put  our  scheme  before  the  country. 
I  say  that  wo  have,  and  fully,  and  I  say  that 
the  further  particulars  which  the  honourable 
gentleman  asks  for  were  told  in  the  Statement. 
We  have  told  him  in  the  debate  that  we  were 
filing  to  give  every  possible  erplanation,  as 
far  as  explanation  could  be  given  ;  but  to  ask 
this  House  to  go  into  the  question  of  reorgan- 
ization is  to  show  an  utter  recklessness  or  eui 
ignorance  of  the  subject  on  which  the  honour- 
able gentleman  is  speaking.  The  House  could 
no  more  go  into  the  question  of  the  reorganiza- 
tion of  the  Civil  Service  than  it  could  fly. 
After  the  session,  and  the  Government  had 
leorganized  the  Service,  the  House  could  say 
wheUier  it  was  reorganization  of  which  it  ap- 
proves. If  the  House  sees  fit  it  might  deter- 
mine the  salaries,  the  highest  and  the  lowest ; 
but  to  pretend  to  say  that  the  House  was  to 
determine  the  number  of  officers  in  any  de- 
partment, or  the  work  of  that  department,  is 
to  show  an  utter  ignorance  of  the  question. 
We  should  have  been  at  the  particulars  of  this 
retrenchment  but  for  the  waste  of  time  by  the 
honourable  gentleman  opposite.  He  has  always 
been  in  this  position :  that  he  has  always 
been  looking  out  for  a  coalition.  He  has  been 
intriguing  for  a  coalition;  he  has  been  doing 
everything  posi<ible  to  bring  about  a  coalition ; 
and,  having  utterly  failed  in  that,  he  has  turned 
roand  upon  the  Government  and  accuses  it  of 
bringing  him  into  disrepute.  But  it  is  just  the 
reverse.  The  Government  have  treated  him 
'with  the  utmost  leniency.     They  have  given 


him  every  opportunity,  and  he  has  made  the 
mistake — as  many  a  man  has  done  before  him 
—  of  looking  at  the  altitude  of  forbearance 
which  wo,  under  the  circumstances,  have  ex- 
tended to  him,  OS  a  sign  of  weakness  in  us. 
But  he  will  find  now  that  it  is  not  weakness  on 
the  part  of  the  Govemmont.  We  have  been 
ready  to  make  every  allowance  for  the  honour- 
able gentleman.  But  I  say  that  his  speech  to- 
day and  his  action  on  several  other  occasions 
have  put  him  out  of  court  entirely ;  and  I  say 
no  more  forbearance  is  the  Government  pre- 
pared to  extend  to  the  honourable  gentleman 
from  this  day  forth.  We  will  treat  him  with  all 
due  respect  bs  the  leader  of  the  Opposition  ;  but 
further  than  that  I,  for  one,  at  any  rate,  shall 
not  be  prepared  to  go.  Then,  the  honourable 
gentleman  told  us  he  is  going  to  give  the 
Govemmont  rope  enough.  Well,  is  not  that 
kind  I  Think  of  the  kindness  of  the  honourable 
gentleman,  with  eight  or  ten  followers — I  do 
not  know  that  he  has  more :  I  know  there  are 
more  than  that  in  opposition  to  the  Govern- 
ment, but  I  do  not  believe  that  more  follow  the 
honourable  gentleman.  Fancy,  with  that  fol- 
lowing, h'e  is  going  to  give  us  rope  I 

Mr.  SEDDON. — He  might  as  well  give  yon 
the  tree,  at  the  same  time,  to  put  the  rope 
across. 

Major  ATKINSON.— Yes ;  but  I  fancy  he  has 
not  found  it  yet.  Indeed,  I  am  afraid  it  has 
not  yet  grown,  for,  if  I  mistake  not,  the  life  of 
this  Government  is  going  to  be  a  pretty  long 
one.  I  remember  very  well  that  in  1870,  when 
we  came  into  power,  it  was  foretold  that  we 
should  last  a  day,  then  it  was  to  be  a  fortnight, 
then  it  was  to  be  till  tho  next  session,  then  it 
wan  to  be  till  the  next  year,  and  so  it  went  on 
and  on ;  and  then  the  rope  got  long  onough  and 
the  Ministry  had  to  go.  I  fancy  the  chances 
are  very  much  against  the  honourable  gentle- 
man being  in  at  the  death  on  this  occasion.  In 
my  opinion  he  is  neither  giving  us  rope  nor  pull- 
ing us  in,  for,  under  the  present  circumstances, 
he  is  utterly  unable  to  do  cither.  Therefore  the 
threats  of  the  honourable  gentleman  may  be 
treated  as  idle  boasting :  especially  may  that  be 
the  case  with  tho  honourable  gentleman's  state- 
ment the  other  day  that  a  majority  of  the  House 
was  determined  to  have  this  question  settled 
and  would  have  it.  New  what  do  we  see  ?  We 
see  the  honourable  gentleman  himself  is  away 
in  the  lobbies.  Then,  we  are  described  by  the 
honourable  gentleman,  in  very  elegant  language, 
as  being  allowed  to  "  stew  in  our  own  juice."  I 
wish  it  were  that,  with  all  my  heart;  but  it 
is  the  muddle  and  confusion  and  the  terribly 
wretched  administration  of  the  late  Govern- 
ment that  we  have  to  stow  in.  That  is  our  un- 
fortunate position  —  we  have  to  retrieve  the 
position  which  he  has  left  behind  to  us.  And 
he  has  never  yet  gone  out  of  office  without  leav- 
ing aposition  of  that  kind  behlndhim.  It  is  not 
in  a  condition  of  our  own  making  that  we  are  to 
stew,  as  the  honourable  gentleman  tells  us  ;  but 
we  have  to  get  the  country  out  of  difficulties 
arising  from  the  wretched  government  and  the 
wretched  finance  of  the  honourable  gentleman. 
And,  Sir,  just  let  us  follow  out  the  simile.    I 
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venture  to  say  that,  after  ire  have  stewed  a 
little,  we  shall  torn  oat  a  very  nice  dish. 

Mr.  SEDUON.— Sauerkraut. 

Major  ATKINSON.— We  shall  see.  Sauer- 
kraut requires  fermentation ;  but  we  are  not 
going  to  ferment.  Then,  we  have  that  classi- 
cal allusion  made,  not  to  the  Government,  but 
to  me  personally.  I  do  not  know  what  portion 
of  the  legend  he  was  alluding  to,  but  I  suppose 
it  was  that  portion  where  the  gentleman  saw 
the  ladies  bathing,  and  for  that  was  turned 
into  a  stag  and  eaten  by  his  own  dogs.  Well, 
that  may  be  my  fate,  but  I  do  not  think  it  will 
be,  because  I  am  not  at  all  likely  to  be  spying 
about  where  I  ought  not  to  look,  in  the  first 
place,  and,  in  the  second,  I  venture  to  think 
that  the  gentlemen  with  whom  I  am  working 
are  not  in  the  least  likely  to  eat  me.  I  have 
had  a  little  experience  in  parliamentary  life, 
and  I  am  happy  to  say  that  the  gentlemen 
who  work  with  me  worked  with  me  twenty 
years  ago,  and  it  has  been  my  fortune  to  be 
connected  with  the  side  which  was  always  able 
to  maintain  its  true  members.  There  are  al- 
ways floating  members,  or  a  Government  would 
not  be  tamed  out ;  and  I  am  not  going  to  blame 
members  who  change  their  opinions — it  is 
right  they  should  do  so  if  their  conscience  ren- 
ders it  necessary ;  but  I  say,  if  I  were  to  change 
from  Free-trade  to  Protection,  from  leaps  and 
bounds  of  prosperity  to  larger  taxation,  to  no 
retrenchment,  to  a  scheme  of  no  borrowing  but 
carrying  on  our  railways  reasonably  and  en- 
couraging local  industries,  and  so  reducing  taxa- 
tion,— I  venture  to  say  that  if  I  made  changes 
like  that,  from  month  to  month,  from  one  side  to 
the  other,  those  honourable  members  who  have 
hitherto  supported  me  would  turn  round  and  de- 
vour me,  as  the  friends  of  the  honourable  gentle- 
man have  already  eaten  him.  The  honourable 
gentleman  is  very  fond  of  telling  the  House 
that  I  have  no  idea  of  the  state  of  the  country, 
that  I  have  lost  all  my  power,  and  I  do  not 
know  what  else,  and  that  the  members  opposite 
were  afraid  of  me.  It  is  a  most  confused  state- 
ment ;  I  have  lost  my  power,  have  no  idea  of 
the  state  of  the  country,  and  yet  the  members 
opposite  are  afraid  to  speak,  it  seems  very  ex- 
traordinary. I  think  I  have  seen  several  honour- 
able gentlemen  who  are  not  afraid  to  speak.  I 
have  yet  to  find  who  ore  those  who  are  afraid  to 
speak.  The  honourable  member  for  Kumara 
is  one  on  the  other  side  with  the  honourable 
member  for  Christchurch  Korth.  They  have 
constantly  got  up  one  after  the  other.  All 
others  may  have  deserted  them,  but  there  are 
still  left  the  honourable  member  for  Christ- 
church  North  and  the  honourable  member  for 
Knmora,  and  it  is  ridiculous  for  the  honourable 
gentleman  to  say  that  the  honourable  member 
for  Kumara  is  likely  to  bo  afraid  to  speak.  But 
I  think  I  can  leave  that  part  of  the  argument 
alone.  It  shows  what  straits  the  honourable 
gentleman  has  got  to  when  be  is  obliged  to 
talk  such— as  we  should  call  it  outside — ^non- 
sense; but  I  will  not  use  the  term,  as  it 
might  be  unparliamentary.  I  have  notes  of 
a  great  many  other  points  on  which  I  might 
dwell,  but  I  will  not  trouble  the  House  with 
Major  Atkinson 


them,  ha  my  speech  has  been  broken  up 
a  little,  I  will  summarise  the  position  of  the 
honourable  gentleman — the  extraordinary  posi- 
tion which  he  has  taken  up.  He  is  now  posing 
as  a  patriot,  as  a  constitutionalist,  and  as  a 
person  for  above  all  the  tactics  of  parliamentary 
life.  But  consider  his  position :  he  deliberately 
maJices  a  most  violent  attack  on  me,  not  only 
as  a  member  of  the  Government,  but  also  as 
member  for  Egmont.  He  accuses  me  of  having 
for  a  considerable  time  done  nothing  but  spread 
distrust  of  him.  I  call  upon  any  of  my  friends, 
I  call  upon  any  honourable  member  on  the 
opposite  side  of  the  House,  to  say  whethec 
I  have  ever  said  an  unkind  word  about  tiie 
honourable  gentleman  since  this  Parliament 
was  elected  or  before  it.  I  have  done  quite  the 
reverse.  I  have  even  offended  my  friends,  and 
I  think,  reasonably,  by  the  way  I  have  acted 
towards  him,  and  by  the  lenient  way  in  which 
I  have  submitted  to  his  actions.  AJid  yet  the 
honourable  gentleman,  as  I  say,  accuses  me  of 
having  spread  this  distrust  in  him  I  If  I  were  the 
person  he  describes  me  to  be  it  would  be  possible 
for  me  to  do  so.  I  might  have  done  it,  but  I  did 
not  think  it  right,  in  the  state  of  the  country 
or  in  the  state  of  the  honourable  gentleman,  to 
take  any  such  action.  But  I  felt  that  what  the 
honourable  gentleman  desired — coalition — was 
impossible,  and  would  be  a  great  risk  to  th« 
country.  So  much  did  I  feel  that  that  was 
the  case  that  directly  His  Excellency  did  ma 
the  honour  to  send  for  me  and  asked  me  if  I 
would  undertake  to  form  a  Ministry,  I  told  him 
then  and  there  that  it  would  be  al»olutely  im- 
possible that  any  coalition  between  myself  and 
Sir  Julius  Yogel  could  be  formed.  In  saying 
that,  I  treated  him  with  the  highest  respect; 
and  I  told  all  my  friends  and  all  the  houonx- 
able  gentlemen  who  were  returned  to  oppose 
the  late  Government  the  some  thing ;  but  I  did 
not  in  any  possible  way  or  form,  by  act  or  word, 
attempt  to  produce  distrust  in  the  honourable 
gentleman.  Well,  Sir,  he  has  been  talking  to 
us  this  afternoon  about  courtesy  ;  and  now  look 
at  the  courtesy  which  he  displays  t  He  points 
to  me  and  directs  against  me  a  speech  of  an 
hour's  or  an  hour  and  a  half's  duration,  in  which 
he  accuses  me  of  all  sorts  of  crimes  and  misde- 
meanours, and  then  he  has  the  courtesy  to  walk 
out  of  the  House.  Is  that  parliamentary?  I  have 
no  objection  to  his  going  out  to  represent  the 
feelings  of  his  party ;  but  I  tell  him  if  he  goes 
on  as  he  is  doing  now  his  seat  will  be  on  empty 
one  and  his  vote  useless.  If  he  desires  to 
occupy  that  position  it  is  not  for  me  to  object ; 
but  I  venture  to  say  that  he  will  occupy  it,  if 
he  goes  on  as  he  has  done  to-day.  Then,  ais  to 
his  courage,  he  is  afraid  to  remain  here  and 
hear  what  his  opponents  have  to  say.  He  pre- 
tends that  it  is  on  constitutional  grounds  that  he 
walks  out ;  but  I  ask  him  to  consider  the  posi- 
tion of  a  distinguished  member  of  the  House 
who  has  a  scheme  to  lift  the  colony  out  of  its 
difficulties — a  scheme  totally  different  from  that 
which  he  proposed  in  1884 — a  scheme  under 
which  he  is  to  carry  on  our  railways  reason- 
ably, to  reduce  taxation,  to  give  us  a  large 
share  of  retrenchment,  to  raise  our  local  iadua- 
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tries  to  a  state  of  prosperity,  and  save  na  from 
borrowing  in  the  London  money-market  for 
years ; — I  ask  him  to  consider  the  position  of 
on  honourable  member  who  has  such  a  scheme 
in  his  breast,  and  yet — I  will  not  say  sneaks, 
hat — marches  out  of  the  House  and  declines  to 

? reduce  this  great  scheme  because  he  is  afraid 
should  laugh  it  oat  of  the  House.  That  is  the 
position  taken  up  by  an  honourable  gentleman 
who  tells  us  that  he  came  back  three  years  ago 
not  intending  to  remain  here,  but  was  per- 
suaded to  stay  for  a  few  months  to  get  the 
colony  out  of  its  difficulties.  Does  this  House 
believe  it?  Does  the  country  believe  it  ?  The 
time  is  past  for  such  idle  boasting.  If  the 
honourable  gentleman  believes  his  ovm  state- 
ment, and  if  his  party  believe  it,  they  are  bound 
to  make  the  honourable  gentleman  bring  down 
his  scheme  to-morrow,  for  it  must  be  all  cut  and 
dry :  and  I  venture  to  say  that  if  there  is  any 
honourable  member  here  who  has  such  a  scheme 
the  House  will  rise  as  one  man  and  give  efiect  to 
it.  I  would  myself .  I  say  that  if  the  honourable 
member  has  any  such  scheme  he  is  bound,  in 
common  honesty  to  his  constituents,  let  alone 
any  higher  consideration,  to  bring  forward 
that  scheme.  I  venture  to  say  that  any  man 
who  professes  to  have  such  a  scheme,  and  does 
not  bring  it  down  simply  because  I  should 
laugh  at  him,  is  not  a  fit  man  to  have  a  seat  in 
this  House ;  and  I  believe  the  country  would 
say  the  same.  I  am  sorry  to  have  troubled 
the  House  at  this  length,  but  I  was  obliged  to 
answer  some  of  the  statements  of  the  honour- 
able gentleman.  And  now,  in  conclusion,  I  ask 
that,  having  had  this  debate,  if  we  may  call 
it  a  debate  —  at  any  rate,  after  the  vote;  for 
we  are  to  have  a  vote,  I  understand,  as  some 
h<niourable  gentlemen  will  not  follow  the 
honourable  member  for  Christohuroh  North 
out  of  the  chamber — we  shall  address  ourselves 
to  the  business  now  before  us,  namely,  the 
necessary  retrenchment  measures.  I  am  not 
one  of  those  who  say  that  this  Parliament  has 
not  done  any  great  work.  In  my  opinion  it  has 
done  a  great  work.  It  has  displaced  the  late 
Government,  and  I  hold  that  one  of  the  greatest 
fonctions  of  Parliament  is  to  select  a  fit  and 
proper  Government,  and  to  keep  them  on  these 
benches ;  and  if  Parliament  does  that  it  can 
never  be  said  that  the  session  has  been  wasted. 
The  government  of  the  country  by  efficient 
Ministers  is  of  first-rate  importance,  far  more 
important,  in  my  opinion,  than  a  large  portion 
of  the  legislation  which  takes  place  m  this 
Honse. 


The  House  divided. 


Ayes,  44 

Allen 

Fisher 

Anderson 

Goldie 

Atkinson 

Graham 

Barron 

Hamlin 

Beetham 

Hislop 

Brace 

Hobbs 

Bachanan 

Hodgkinson 

UarroU 

Izard 

Cowan 

Jackson 

Fergus 

Lawry 

Mackenzie,  M. 

Marohant 

McGregor 

Mills 

Moat, 

Monk 

Newman 

Peacock 

Pearson 

Bhodea 


Biohardson,  Q.  Taiwhanga  Whyte 

Boss  Tanner  Withy. 

Seymour  Thompson,  R.  TeUen, 

S.-Menteath      Thompson,  T,  O'Conor 

Toipua  Valentine  Samuel. 

KoES,  4. 
Duncan  Tellers. 

Stewart.  W.D.  ^l'^^^, 

•  Majority  for,  40. 

Resolutions  agreed  to. 

QOVERNOE'S  SALARY  AND  ALLOW- 
ANCES BILL. 

Major  ATKINSON.— Sir,  in  moving  the 
second  reading  of  this  Bill,  the  House  will  not 
expect  a  lengthy  speech  from  me.  But  I 
should  like  to  anticipate  what  I  suppose  will 
be  the  chief  objection  to  it — namely,  that  by 
reducing  the  salary  of  the  Governor  we  shall 
lose  standing  with  the  Home  Government. 
All  the  colonies  having  Governors  with  a  salary 
of  £5,000  a  year  are  classed  as  first-class  colo- 
nies, and  are  supposed,  therefore,  to  receive 
most  experienced  and  competent  Governors; 
and  there  is  no  doubt  that  it  is  very  desirable 
that  we  should  receive  the  most  experienced 
men  that  we  can  get.  But  under  the  proposal 
of  the  Government  we  shall  still  retain  our 
position,  because  the  salary  is  to  remain  at 
what  it  is  now — £5,000  a  year.  Some  honour- 
able gentlemen  object  that,  if  we  keep  the' 
salary  at  £5,000,  and  do  not  make  any  pro- 
vision for  allowance  specially,  the  Governor 
may  not  consider  it  his  duty  to  travel.  At 
present,  as  honourable  gentlemen  are  aware, 
the  salary  is  £5,000,  and  the  Governor  receives 
£1,000  a  year  for  travelling  allowances,  and 
£1,500  a  year  for  the  maintenance  of  what  is 
called  his  "  establishment ; "  out  of  which  he 
has  to  pay  the  Clerk  to  the  Executive  Council, 
besides  his  Aide-de-camp  and  his  Private  Secre- 
tary. The  Government  had  this  matter  under 
consideration,  and  at  first  they  were  disposed  to 
make  an  allowance  for  what  is  termed  esta- 
blishment and  travelling  allowances,  and  reduce 
the  salary,  they  being  of  opinion  that  the  total 
cost  to  the  colony  of  a  Governor  and  establish- 
ment and  travelling  should  not  exceed  £5,000. 
But,  upon  considering  the  matter  and  looking 
at  the  precedent  of  Tasmania,  it  was  deter- 
mined that  we  should  get  what  we  want — that 
is,  a  reduction  of  £2,500  a  year  from  the  present 
cost  of  the  Governor  and  establishment — and 
that  we  should  get  that  by  taking  the  salary 
at  £5,000,  as  is  done  in  Tasmania,  and  saying 
that  that  includes  travelling  expenses  and  the 
allowance  for  the  Governor's  establishment. 
The  objection  that  we  shall  not  get  a  first-class 
Governor  has  fallen  to  the  ground,  as  we  shall 
retain  the  salary  at  the  amount  which  keeps 
us  jit  the  Colonial  Office  as  a  first-class  colony. 
But  I  would  go  further  tuid  say  that,  looking 
at  the  present  position  of  affairs,  it  would 
be  far  better  to  be  classed  as  second  -  class 
or  any  other  class,  so  far  as  the  Governor 
is  concerned,  as  long  as  we  show  to  the 
world  that  we  mean  to  pay  our  way.    That 
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seems  to   be  our    fiiat   duty,  and   I  believe 
there  is  a  determination  on  the  port  of  the 

Seople  o{  the  colony  to  do  that.  Still,  it  seems 
esirable  to  the  Government  to  submit  the  Bill 
as  vre  have  done ;  for  I  do  not  think  that,  in  the 
present  position  of  the  colony,  it  matters  much 
whether  wo  are  classed  as  a  first-class  colony 
or  not.  In  the  early  days  it  did  matter,  be- 
cause our  means  of  communication  with  the 
Home  country  was  practically  only  through  onr^ 
Governor ;  but  since  then  the  colonies  have 
become  established,  and  we  communicate,  as  it 
were,  direct,  and  not  through  the  Governor, 
and  are  heard  in  a  way  that  we  were  not  heard 
before.  But,  as  I  say,  our  first  duty  is  to  look 
to  ourselves,  and  to  say  what  we  can  afford  to 
pay ;  and,  looking  at  the  necessity  for  retrench- 
ment, and  the  desire  that  exists  to  return  to  a 
more  simple  mode  of  life,  I  venture  to  say  that 
£6,000  a  year  is  ample  for  all  the  services  of 
the  Governor,  including  the  allowance  for 
travelling  and  for  establishment.  That  being 
so,  the  Government  have  fixed  the  amount  I 
have  named. 

Mr.  W.  D.  STEWART.— This  is  a  Bill  with 
the  general  principles  of  which,  I  fancy,  the 
House  will  agree.    But  there  are  two  or  three 

r>ints  which  will  require  consideration,  and 
would  direct  the  Premier's  attention  to  the 
provisions  of  section  10  of  "The  Governor's 
Salary  and  Allowances  Act,  1873."  As  I  under- 
stand that  Act,  if  the  Governor  absents  him- 
self from  tho  colony  the  person  administering 
the  colony — that  is,  his  locutn  tenens — is  entitled 
to  half  salary.  Section  10  provides  that  "  the 
o£5cer  so  administering  the  Government  shall  bo 
entitled  to  the  full  establishment  allowance  to 
the  Governor,  and  to  the  full  travelling  allow- 
ance, if  money  is  available  for  travelling-ex- 
penses." Now,  the  point  is  this :  What  is 
the  position  of  the  person  administering  the 
government  of  the  colony  during  the  absence 
of  the  Governor?  Is  he  to  receive  half  salary 
plus  the  travelling -allowance,  and  the  other 
allowances  provided  by  section  10?  Under 
the  provisions  of  tho  Act  it  seems  to  me 
that  a  person  occupying  the  position  of  Go- 
vernor would  get  his  full  pay  of  £5,000,  and 
also  his  proportionate  part  of  the  travelling- 
allowance  and  establishment-allowance,  within 
the  meaning  of  this  section.  I  do  not  know 
whether  that  is  the  meaning  of  this  Bill ; 
but,  it  seems  to  me  that,  as  it  is  at  present 
drawn,  it  would  entitle  the  locum  tenons  of  the 
Governor  not  only  to  half-pay,  but  to  travelling 
and  establishment  -  allowance.  I  think  tho 
Premier  should  look  into  this.  I  have  only 
had  an  opportunity  of  looking  somewhat  hur- 
riedly through  tho  Bill,  but  I  think  there  is  a 
serious  doubt  concerning  the  matter ;  and  not 
only  is  there  a  doubt,  but,  so  far  as  I  can  see,  if 
the  Bill  passed  as  at  present  it  would  entitle 
the  party  administering  the  government  to  be 
in  a  better  position  than  the  Governor  himself. 
The  other  provisions  of  the  Bill  seem  to  be 
very  much  in  accord  with  tho  general  opinion 
throughout  the  colony  as  expressed  during  the 
general  election,  that  the  salary  of  the  Go- 
vernor should  be  reduced. 
Major  Atkinson 


Mr.  8EDD0N.— With  some  diffidence,  I  ask 
the  Premier  whether  he  will  accept  an  amend- 
ment to  the  effect  that  all  the  words  after 
"  That "  be  omitted,  with  a  view  to  inserting 
the  following :  "  the  debate  on  this  Bill  be 
adjourned  until  some  conclusion  has  been  ar- 
rived at  upon  tho  financial  proposals  of  the 
Government."  I  scarcely  think  it  is  a  usual 
custom  to  go  on  with  the  details  of  Bills  whilst 
no  opinion  has  been  expressed  by  the  House 
itself  upon  the  proposals  as  a  whole.  It  is 
rather  an  unususJ  course  that  is  proposed,  and 
perhaps  some  explanation  might  be  given.  As 
that  may  be  so,  I  will  refrain  from  moving  my 
amendment  till  I  have  that  explanation.  I 
do  think  it  would  be  more  regular,  more  con- 
venient, and  in  every  way  preferable  for  us  to 
conclude  the  debate  on  the  financial  proposals 
of  the  Government  before  discussing  the  details 
of  the  Bills.  Perhaps  the  explanation  that 
may  bo  given  will  prevent  the  necessity  for  my 
moving  the  amendment.  Will  the  honourable 
gentleman  give  his  explanation  ? 

Major  ATKINSON.— I  should  be  very  glad 
to  do  it,  but  I  should  be  out  of  order. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— The  explanation  might  pre- 
vent my  moving  an  amendment. 

Major  ATKINSON.— I  have  no  objection  to 
give  it  at  all ;  but  to  give  the  reasons  might 
introduce  debatable  matter.  The  Government 
brought  on  the  Bills  because  the  Opposition  de- 
clared that  they  wanted  details  of  the  scheme, 
and  that  there  was  nothing  in  the  Financial 
Statement  to  discuss.  That  statement  was 
made  by  the  leader  of  the  Opposition  the  other 
day.  Then,  again,  the  session  is  drawing  on, 
and  the  debate  on  the  Financial  Statement 
seems  to  have  died  a  natural  death ;  and  it  is 
desirable  that  some  of  tho  measures  of  the 
Government  should  be  got  into  another  place 
as  soon  as  possible,  so  that  they  should  not  be 
hurried  at  the  end  of  the  session.  Therefore, 
looking  at  the  whole  position,  the  Government 
thought  the  House  had  better  discuss  these 
particular  matters  upon  the  Bills;  and  it  is  the 
intention  of  the  Government  to  move  all  these 
Bills  forward  before  they  bring  the  Financial 
Statement  up  again,  because  they  think  that 
will  be  most  convenient. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— Then  I  move  the  amendment 
which  I  notified  my  intention  of  moving.  That 
the  debate  upon  this  Bill  be  adjourned  until  the 
financial  proposals  of  the  Government  have  been 
dealt  with.  After  such  a  motion  as  has  juBt 
been  carried,  I  should  have  thought  the  Pre- 
mier would  have  moved  the  postponement  of 
all  the  other  orders  of  the  day  so  as  to  bring 
up  Supply.  The  passing  of  that  motion  by 
forty-four  votes  to  four  should  have  given  him 
heart  and  courage,  having  proved  to  him  that 
he  has  a  majority  in  the  House  ;  but  it  appears 
that  he  is  afraid  of  taking  a  direct  issue  upon 
his  financial  proposals.  How  can  the  honour- 
ablo  gentlenuui  say  that  the  debate  on  the 
Financial  Statement  has  died  a  natural  death, 
when  he  knows  that  he  and  those  who  follow 
him  have  strangled  it,  and  time  after  time 
have  drawn  red-herrings  across  the  scent  in 
order  to  prevent  the  House  and  the  country 
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bom  intelligently  dealing  with  the  proposals 
of  the  Oovemment?  I  put  it  fairly  to  the 
House,  What  has  the  Opposition  contended 
for?  What  wo  have  contended  for  is  that  we 
have  a  right  to  have  the  details  before  us.  The 
bononiable  gentleman  sorely  does  not  mean  to 
say  that  he  thinks  the  intelligence  of  New 
Zealand  is  to  be.  so  blinded  as  to  believe  that 
showing  a  proposal  to  take  ofi  £2,500  a  year 
from  the  salary  of  the  Governor  is  giving  de- 
tails of  the  financial  proposals  of  the  Go- 
vernment. Does  the  Premier  suppose  for  a 
moment  that,  because  he  holds  himself  cheap, 
and  does  not  consider  those  with  him  on  the 
Government  benches  worth  more  than  £800 
a  year,  that  is  giving  details  of  the  financial 
proposals  ?  —  and  that  is  what  the  country 
requires  some  enlightenment  upon.  When 
the  hononrable  gentleman  had  far  less  experi- 
ence than  he  has  now — when,  I  believe,  he 
«as  not  as  fit  to  hold  the  position  as  he  is  now 
— I  heard  the  honourable  gentleman  tell  the 
House  and  the  colony  that  it  was  impossible 
for  any  Minister  of  the  Crown  to  live  in  Wel- 
lington and  do  justice  to  his  position  and  to 
himself  upon  less  than  £1,000  a  year.  What 
has  caused  the  change  since  then,  that  he 
should  bring  dovm  this  proposal  to  make  the 
salary  £800? 

Major  ATKINSON.  — I  rise  to  a  point  of 
Older.  The  honourable  gentleman  is  discuss- 
ing the  next  Bill  on  the  Order  Paper.  I  think 
he  should  confine  himself  to  the  Governor's 
Salary  Bill. 

Mr.  SEDDON.  —  The  amendment  I  have 
moved  deals  with  the  financial  proposals  as  a 
whole;   and  I  am  simply  discussing  what  is 
contained    in   the   financial   proposals   of  the 
Government.     If  the   Premier  says  tho  point 
of  order  is  that  the  financial  proposals  do  not 
embrace    the    question   of   the   reduction   of 
Ministers'  salaries,  then,  of  course,  it  is  good ; 
but  my  remarks  referred  to  the  financial  pro- 
posals, and  not  directly  to  the  Bill  the  Hon. 
the  Premier  bos  just  now  referred  to.    I  will 
take  your  ruling.  Sir,  on  the  point. 
Mr.  SPEAKER.— You  are  not  out  of  order. 
Mr.  SEDDON.— I  think  the  Premier  might 
with  profit   take   a  lesson  or  two  on  parUa- 
mentuy  procedure :  he  would  then  refrain  from 
raising  frivolous  points  of  order.    He  must  for 
the  moment  have  begun  to  think  that  he  was 
still  speaking  to  empty  benches.    The  point  at 
issue,  and  one  that  I.  and  the  country  require 
further  information  upon,  is  not  contained  in 
the  Order  Paper  at  all.    I  say,  without  hesita- 
tion, that  tho  country  is  not  enlightened  at  all 
upon  the  proposals  contained  in  the  Financial 
Statement,  and  it  is  very  unfair,  under  existing 
circumstances,  for  the  Government  to  bring  on 
these  measures  without  putting  the  financial 
proposals  before  us.     I  should  like  to  know  if 
the  Premier  will  tell  the  House — it  may  or  may 
not  be  so — what  bearing  the  Land  Bill  has  on 
the  financial   proposals  of   the  Government, 
with  the  exception  of  saving  the  expenses  of 
members  of  Liand  Boards.    I  know  positively 
there  are  a,  large  number  of  members  in  this 
House  who  have  speeches  jirepared  dealing  par- 


ticularly with  the  proposals  as  a  whole ;  and 
if  honourable  members  are  forced  to  debate 
each  item  Bill  by  Bill  it  simply  means  burking 
a  fair  and  free  discussion  upon  the  financial 
proposals.  I  am  inclined  to  believe  that  it  is 
done  with  a  purpose,  because  on  tho  first  occa- 
sion when  honourable  members  were  paying 
attention  to  finance  and  the  proposals  of  the 
Government  we  find  the  Government  diverting 
honourable  members'  attention  away  from  that 
subject  by  introducing  the  East  and  West  Coast 
Railway  proposition.  That  took  some  time, 
and  took  honourable  members'  attention  away. 
That  is  precisely  the  custom  which  the  pre- 
sent leader  of  the  House  has  always  adopted. 
Whenever  a  debate  waxes  warm,  and  when 
he  finds  a  few  of  his  supporters  acting  the 
part  of  the  candid  friend,  and  taking  the 
part  that  the  honourable  member  for  Thorndon 
has  done,  who  talked  to  him  as  a  candid 
friend — so  soon  as  he  finds  a  debate  drifting 
into  that  channel,  so  soon  does  the  Premier 
change  altogether  the  course  of  events.  That 
is  what  he  is  doing  now,  and  he  is  doing  this 
wilfully,  knowingly — I  will  not  say  maliciously. 
He  calls  upon  the  House,  coolly  and  calmly,  to 
go  on  with  the  Order  Paper,  such  as  we  have 
to-night,  and  to  leave  alone  the  proposals  of 
the  Oovemment,  telling  us  that  it  is  the  wish 
of  honourable  members  that  these  proposals 
should  not  be  longer  debated.  It  would  facili- 
tate business  if  the  Premier  would  agree  to 
postpone  the  orders  of  the  day,  and  call  on 
Supply,  so  as  to  get  the  financial  proposals 
debated  and  concluded.  We  shall  then  have  a 
clear  Order  Paper,  and  go  on  with  the  business 
in  a  way  that,  to  my  mind,  would  be  beneficial 
to  the  colony.  I  hope  I  shall  not  provoke  the 
Premier  to  follow  the  same  course  he  took  the 
other  day  with  the  honourable  member  for 
Christchurcli  North,  and  accept  a  proposal  of 
this  kind  as  a  vote  of  no  confidence. 

Major  ATKINSON.— Indeed  I  shall  not. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— I  felt  positive  that  would 
have  been  the  cose,  or  I  would  not  have  moved 
the  amendment.  I  think  that  one  no-confi- 
dence debate  each  day  will  be  quite  sufficient. 
To  have  two  on  one  evening  would  be  rather 
too  much  of  a  good  thing,  and  I  know  it  is 
upon  that  ground  the  Premier  has  not  accepted 
the  challenge  in  tliat  light.  With  a  view  of 
testing  the  feeling  of  the  House,  I  beg  to  move, 
as  au  amendment.  That  this  debate  be  adjourned 
until  the  financial  proposals  as  a  whole  have 
been  dealt  with. 

Mr.  FISHER.— I  would  point  out  that  this 
is  the  case  of  the  drummer-boy  over  again — hit 
high,  hit  low,  there  is  no  pleasing  these  honour- 
able gentlemen.  When  there  were  no  Bills 
before  them  they  said,  "  Here  we  are  again 
waiting,  and  no  business  to  be  dorfb."  Now 
that  we  bring  down  our  Bills  to  be  pushed  for- 
ward a  stage  the  honourable  gentleman  says 
he  would  prefer  not  to  have  the  Bills, — he 
would  rather  go  en  with  the  financial  debate. 
This  may  appear  to  be  very  ingenious,  and  I 
readily  grant  that  the  honourable  gentleman 
is  a  little  adroit  in  his  manner  of  doing  it; 
but  I  think  the  House  ought  to  have  clearly 
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placed  beforo  it  what  his  drift,  aim,  and  object 
aie.  Now,  it  is  clear  that  the  object  of  the 
honouiable  gentleman  is  not  to  discuss  the 
business  of  the  Government,  nor  is  it  his  ob- 
ject to  get  before  the  House  the  Govermuent 
measures.  There  are  certain  other  Bills  on  the 
Order  Paper  which  the  honourable  gentleman 
knows  will  come  forward  in  due  course  ;  and  it 
is  his  aim,  by  the  tactics  he  in  adopting,  to  pre- 
vent these  Bills  from  coming  forward  and  being 
dealt  with  this  session,  if  possible.  I  should 
like  the  honourable  gentleman  not  to  suppose 
that  he  is  playing  this  game  so  ingeniously  that 
yre  do  not  know  what  his  game  is ;  and,  having 
let  him  know  thoroughly  well  that  we  are  quite 
aware  of  what  he  is  doing,  we  shall  be  satisfied 
if  the  House  allows  him  to  proceed  in  his  own 
particular  way.  What  is  the  duration  of  a  day, 
and  what  is  involved  in  the  loss  of  a  day? 
Let  me  tell  the  taxpayer,  in  whose  interest  the 
honourable  gentleman  is  so  completely  ab- 
sorbed, what  a  day's  proceedings  in  this  House 
costs.  To  begin  with,  the  sitting  of  Parlia- 
ment costs  £400  a  day.  Then,  the  retrench- 
ments which  the  Government  propose  to  carry 
out  will  amount  to  £600  a  day.  So  that  each 
day  needlessly  wasted  costs  the  country  £1,000. 
Now,  the  average  duration  of  a  day's  work  in 
this  House  is  eight  hours ;  and  if  ihe  honour- 
able gentleman  takes  up  half  an  hour's  dis- 
cussion upon  this  Bill,  on  hour's  discussion 
on  another,  half  an  hour  upon  another,  and  an 
hour  on  another,  he  himself  has  consumed 
three  hours  out  of  the  day  of  eight  hours ; 
and  it  does  not  take  any  great  arithmetical 
{K>wer  to  be  able  to  tell  how  much  of  the 
time  of  the  House  one  honourable  member 
may  absorb  during  a  session.  The  honourable 
member  has  his  little  speech  on  this  Bill — 
not  that  he  is  the  least  interested  in  it — and 
he  has  his  little  speech  on  another,  and  when 
he  comes  to  a  Bill  in  which  he  shows  great 
anxiety  he  has  a  speech  of  perhaps  an  hour 
— and  we  are  told,  on  the  authority  of  the 
honourable  member  for  Dunedin  South,  that 
the  man  who  cannot  speak  for  an  hour  has  no 
capacity  or  ability.  I  am  not  now  discussing 
this  Bill,  but  I  wont  to  point  out  to  the  House 
what  the  tactics  of  certain  honourable  gentle- 
men are.  The  object  is  as  clear  as  possible  to 
those  wfao  will  take  the  trouble  to  penetrate 
beneath  the  suriace :  it  is  to  stave  off  certain 
Bills  which  have  not  yet  come  forward;  and 
perhaps  it  is  as  well  that  we  should  have  a 
plain  understanding  upon  that  point  on  both 
sides.  Those  Bills  are  going  to  be  pushed 
through,  no  matter  how  long  the  session 
lasts,  and  the  honourable  gentleman  will 
gain  nothing  by  temporarily  staving  them  ofi. 
This  Bill  is  simple  enough.  I  merely  wish  to 
point  out  how  impossible  it  is  to  satisfy  the 
honourable  gentleman  in  particular:  I  will  not 
single  out  any  others.  But  when  there  are  no 
Government  Bills  before  the  House  the  great 
contention  is  that  the  House  is  wasting  its 
time  because  there  is  no  Government  business 
before  it.  Now,  here  is  Government  business, 
and  the  honourable  gentleman  is  not  satisfied 
because  he  wants  a  discussion  which  is  really 
Ur,  Fisher 


dead  and  gone  to  go  on  in  place  of  these  Bills. 
I  say  this  to  show  how  impossible  it  is  to  satisfy 
certain  honourable  gentlemen  on  that  side  of 
the  House.  As  to  l^ese  Bills  which  we  have 
pledged  ourselves  to  get  through,  they  will  be 
got  through  this  session,  and  no  attempt  to 
stave  ofi  discussion  on  these  Bills  is  likely  to 
succeed.  I  hope  the  honourable  gentleman, 
when  he  comes  to  discuss  the  proposals  of  the 
Government,  will  take  into  consideration  that 
we  are  not  to  be  put  aside  in  that  particular 
way ;  and,  above  all,  let  him  understand  that  we 
fully  understand  what  he  is  driving  at. 

Sir  G.  GREY.— Sir,  this  being  the  first  time 
I  have  had  an  opportunity  of  speaking  since 
the  Premier  made  an  appeal  to  me,  I  think  I 
ought  to  answer  that  appeal.  He  stated  that 
no  one  knew  better  than  myself  that  there  was 
no  anxiety  on  his  part  to  assume  his  present 
position  if  any  person  could  bo  found  to  satisfy 
the  House  better.  He  is  perfectly  right  in 
that.  Nothing  could  be  more  disinterested 
than  his  conduct  was  on  that  occasion,  and  I 
am  glad  to  be  able  to  say  so  when  appealed 
to  on  the  point.  But,  nevertheless,  Sir,  I 
think  at  the  present  moment  the  Government 
are  going  a  little  wrong.  The  lost  speaker  said 
that  the  financial  question  was  dead  and  gone 
— there  was  an  end  of  it. 

Mr.  FISHEB.— Not  of  the  question,  but  the 
financial  debate. 

Sir  G.  GREY.— Well,  the  financial  debate  is 
dead  and  gone.  I  think  that  is  one  of  the  most 
extraordinary  statements  I  ever  heard.  Why, 
there  are  several  of  us  who  have  not  had  an 
opportunity  of  saying  a  word.  I  tried  to  get  up 
once  or  twice,  but  did  not  succeed ;  and  why 
am  I  to  be  told  that  the  thing  is  dead  and 
gone?  If  the  honourable  member  for  Komara 
had  not  moved  in  this  I  intended,  when  the 
next  Bill — the  Ministers'  Salaries  Bill— came 
on,  to  point  out  that  before  dealing  with 
that  measure  it  was  necessary  the  financial 
debate  should  be  concluded.  The  Premier  will 
excuse  me,  but  I  must  testify  to  the  House  that 
upon  several  occasions  in  several  sessions  my- 
self and  another  Auckland  member  (Mr.  Reader 
Wood)  have  tried  in  vain  to  be  heard  upon  the 
financial  question,  and  we  have  utterly  failed. 
The  Premier  has  managed  to  keep  us  from 
bringing  before  the  country  our  views  on  the 
financial  position  of  the  country.  I  do  not 
mean  to  say  these  were  the  intended  tactics  on 
the  present  occasion,  but  I  was  sorry  when  I 
found  the  honourable  member  for  Kumara  raise 
the  question  in  the  manner  he  did,  because 
my  firm  belief  was  that  if  I  appealed  to  the 
Premier,  when  the  question  of  Ministerial 
salaries  came  up,  to  allow  us  an  opportunity 
of  having  the  financial  debate  finished,  be 
would  be  obliged  to  give  us  that  opportunity. 
I  believed  he  would  acquiesce  in  that ;  and 
I  hope  he  will  do  so  still.  To  some  extent  I 
was  afraid  that  the  motion  might  perhaps  be  de- 
feated, and  that  a  debate  would  not  be  allowed 
to  take  place.  Then  I  do  not  know  exactly 
what  would  be  our  position,  for  I  felt  that  when 
the  Ministers'  Salaries  Bill  did  come  on  I  could 
bring  the  question  of  finance  up  in  spite  of 
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the  Government.  I  coald  raise  the  whole 
financial  question  and  make  a  financial  speech, 
and  those  who  chose  to  follow  me  would  be 
able  to  do  so  too.  I  still  do  hope  that  the  Go- 
vemmant  will  allow  the  financial  debate  to  be 
resumed  before  the  second  Bill  on  the  Order 
Paper  comes  on,  and  that  an  opportunity  will 
be  given  to  those  who  have  not  yet  spoken  on 
that  motion  to  give  their  opinions  regarding 
what  the  Government  propose.  I  believe  I 
could  show  that  ^eir  financial  proposals 
are  by  no  means  adequate  to  the  occasion  ; 
that  much  larger  reductions  might  be  made 
on  a  permanent  basis :  and  I  think  I  ought 
to  have  an  opportunity  of  being  heard  by  the 
House  on  that  subject.  I  still  trust  that  when 
the  next  Bill  comes  on  we  shall  be  allowed 
to  debate  the  subject.  And  I  can  assure  the 
honourable  member  who  spoke  last  that,  as  far 
as  I  am  concerned,  I  have  no  wish  to  keep 
any  measure  back — ^no  such  idea  ever  entered 
my  mind ;  and  if  the  honourable  member  for 
Eumara  is  in  possession  of  some  information 
respecting  Bills  to  be  introduced,  and  is  deter- 
mined to  do  what  he  can  to  prevent  their  being 
brought  in,  I  know  nothing  about  it ;  but  I  in- 
tended to  enter  on  the  financial  debate  with  a 
true  desire  of  influencing  the  Government  to 
adopt  my  views,  and  to  set  before  the  country 
a  better  policy  than  they  wish  the  House  to 
adopt.  I  think  the  Government  would  be  in- 
clined to  coincide  with  some  of  my  recom- 
mendations. If  this  motion  is  not  pressed  to  a 
division  I  will,  when  the  next  Bill  is  moved, 
go  into  the  financial  question  as  concerned  in 
that ;  and  I  do  not  think  it  will  be  in  the  power 
of  the  Government  to  stop  me.  If  we  have  not 
some  special  power  to  compel  it,  I  think  the 
opportunity  ought  to  be  given  to  ns  to  resume 
the  most  important  debate  of  the  session. 

Sir  J.  VOGEIi.— I  wish  first  to  refer  to  a  re- 
mark, or,  rather,  a  series  of  remarks,  which  I 
nnderstand  were  made  by  the  Premier  this 
afternoon. 

Major  ATKINSON.— Sir,  I  rise  to  a  point  of 
order.  The  honourable  gentleman  did  not 
choose  to  be  present,  and  that  debate  has 
closed,  and  I  submit  it  is  not  competent  for 
him  to  reopen  it. 

Mr.  SPEAKEB.— Clearly,  it  is  out  of  order 
for  the  honourable  gentleman  to  refer  to  a  pre- 
vious debate. 

Sir  J.  VOGEL. — ^The  honourable  member  for 
Auckland  Central  was  allowed  just  now  to  refer 
to  something  the  Premier  said  this  afternoon ; 
And  why  should  I  be  debarred  ? 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— The  honourable  member 
for  Auckland  Central  was  appealed  to  by  the 
Premier  to  corroborate  a  statement,  and  was 
permitted  to  make  an  explanation  on  the 
subject.  The  honourable  gentleman  would 
be  quite  out  of  order  in  reopening  a  closed 
debate.  If  the  honourable  gentleman  has  a 
personal  explanation  which  he  wishes  to  make, 
no  doubt  the  House  will  allow  him  to  make  it. 

Sir  3.  VOOEL. — I  do  not  wish  to  make  an 
explanation  now ;  but,  E«  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Auckland  Central  was  allowed  just  now 


to  refer  to  the  debate  this  afternoon,  I  do  not 
see  why  I  should  not  too. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— He  only  referred  to  an  ap- 
peal made  to  him  by  the  Prehiier,  outside  the 
subject  of  the  debate,  as  to  something  which 
took  place  when  the  Ministry  was  formed. 
The  honourable  member  may  make  a  per- 
sonal explanation,  by  the  indulgence  of  the 
House. 

Sir  J.  VOGEL. — Sir,  can  I  speak  on  the  sub- 
ject on  a  motion  to  adjourn  the  House? 

Mr.  SPEAKER. — I  cannot  receive  a  motion 
to  adjourn  the  House  while  there  is  a  motion 
before  the  House  to  adjourn  the  debate. 

Sir  J.  VOGEL.— Then,  Sir,  I  will  move 
the  adjournment  of  the  House  presently ;  but 
I  think  that,  as  the  honourable  member  for 
Auckland  Central  was  allowed  to  refer  to  a 
previous  debate,  tlie  same  permission  should  be 
accorded  to  me.  I  wish  to  make  a  personal 
explanation, 

Mr.  SPEAKER. — I  have  already  informed 
the  honourable  gentleman  that  he  can  make  a 
personal  explanation  if  he  wishes  to  do  so. 
The  House  is  always  willing  to  extend  that 
indulgence  to  an  honourable  member  on  rea- 
sonable grounds  being  given. 

Sir  J.  VOGEL.— Then,  Sir,  I  will  say  what 
I  wish  under  the  guise  of  a  personal  ex- 
planation. I  am  informed  that  the  Premier 
has  stated  that  I  have  endeavoured  in  various 
ways  to  effect  a  coalition  with  him.  I  wish  to 
state  that  the  honourable  gentleman  is  entirely 
mistaken — to  put  it  as  emphatically  as  you. 
Sir,  will  allow  me  to  do.  I  have  not  made 
overtures  to  him  myself — the  honourable  gentle- 
man cannot  say  that  I  have ;  and  if  any  one 
has  led  him  to  suppose  that  I  have  authorised 
any  person  to  make  such  overtures  he  is  mis- 
taken entirely.  I  have  given  no  one  authority 
to  make  overtures  to  that  effect.  When  I  ceased 
to  hold  office  under  my  late  regretted  colleague, 
Sir  Robert  Stout,  I  made  up  my  mind  not  to 
hold  office  in  New  Zealand  again  except  as 
Premier.  That  there  ought  to  be  a  coalition 
Government  now,  a  strong  Government  to  suit 
the  wants  and  requirements  of  the  colony,  I 
have  stated  over  and  over  again  in  this  House. 
I  have  also  stated  that  it  need  not  necessarily 
include — ^more  than  that,  I  may  say  I  think  it 
should  not  include — the  head  of  the  present 
Government.  As  to  the  subject  at  this  mo- 
ment under  consideration,  I  am  going,  as  I 
said  this  afternoon,  to  assist  the  Government 
in  getting  through  their  business  quickly ; 
and,  after  my  having  said  that  this  afternoon, 
I  feel  bound  to  remark  on  the  unwisdom,  if 
not  the  impropriety,  of  the  remarks  of  the 
honourable  member  for  Wellington  East  ad- 
dressed to  the  honourable  member  for  Kumaia, 
telling  him  in  so  many  words  that  he  occupied 
an  undue  amount  of  the  time  of  the  House  in 
trying  to  show  how  great  were  his  services  to 
the  colony.  Does  the  honourable  gentleman 
suppose  that  such  remarks  can  have  any  other 
efiect  than  to  cause  the  honourable  member 
for  Komara  to  speak  as  an  assertion  of  his 
right  not  to  be  addressed  in  that  maimer? 
The  honourable  member  for  Kumara,  or  any 
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other  honourable  member,  has  a  full  right  to 
express  his  views  to  this  House,  and  it  is  a 
great  impropriety  in.  any  member  of  the  Go- 
vernment to  apoak  in  such  a  recriminatory  man- 
ner OS  the  honourable  member  for  Wellington 
East  has  done.  That  is  not  the  vray  to  ex- 
pedite the  business  of  the  House.  There  is  a 
general  desire  on  the  part  of  honourable  mem- 
bers to  expedite  the  business  of  the  House ; 
but  it  will  not  be  expedited  by  tlie  honourable 
member  for  Wellington  East  attributing  mo- 
tives, and  saying  honourable  members  are 
wasting  time  in  order  to  delay  business  until 
more  Bills  are  brought  on.  The  honourable 
gentleman  says  that  without  a  shadow  of 
justification.  I  have  stated  that  I  am  of 
opinion  that  honourable  members  on  this  side 
of  the  House  are  now  as  anxious  to  expedite 
business  as  they  can  be ;  but  they  will  not 
allow  measures  to  pstss  through  without  oppos- 
ing those  they  think  they  should  oppose. 
Therefore  I  venture,  in  all  humility,  to  ten. 
der  a  word  of  advice  to  the  honourable 
gentleman  at  the  head  of  the  Government. 
The  difficulty  which  the  House  has  got  into 
throughout  the  session  has  arisen  through  his 
not  taking  the  financial  debate  right  through 
from  day  to  day ;  and.  Sir,  as  long  as  that  de- 
bate is  left  open  be  will  encounter  what  he 
is  encountering  now.  No  matter  what  is  the 
desire  of  the  honourable  gentlemen  to  expedite 
business,  he  cannot  avoid — I  say  it  subject  to 
your  ruling.  Sir — it  being  an  obvious  fact  that 
all  these  Bills  are  mentioned  in  the  Financial 
Statement — I  say  in  those  circumstances  he 
cannot  prevent  honourable  members  talking 
all  round  the  Financial  Statement  on  each  of 
these  Bills.  If  the  honourable  gentleman 
wants  to  see  the  business  put  through  quickly 
he  will  take  my  advice  and,  as  soon  as  this  Bill 
is  disposed  of — no  doubt  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Knmara  would,  on  receiving  an  assur- 
ance from  the  Premier,  withdraw  his  amend- 
ment—allow the  Financial  Statement  to  be 
resumed.  There  are  a  number  of  honourable 
members  who  have  prepared  with  great  care 
speeches  on  the  Financial  Statement,  and  their 
utterances  are  of  importance  to  this  House 
and  to  the  country.  The  honourable  member 
for  Wellington  East  smiles  that  sort  of  smile 
which  means  that  he  does  not  believe  any- 
body's speech  in  the  House  is  worth  listening 
to.  That  is  not  the  general  opinion,  and  I 
could  name  honourable  members  on  both  sidos 
of  the  House  who  have  not  spoken  in  the 
financial  debate,  and  whose  utterances  are 
looked  forward  to  with  great  anxiety  by  many 
other  honourable  members  on  both  sides  of  the 
House.  Now,  as  regards  that  financial  debate, 
there  has  been  no  undue  absorption  of  the  dis- 
cussion by  honourable  members  on  this  side  of 
the  House.  I  believe  I  am  correct  in  saying 
that  nearly  member  for  member  has  been  put 
up  during  the  debate,  except  on  one  or  two 
occasions,  when  several  honourable  members 
on  the  Government  side  spoke  in  succession. 
I  think  the  easiest  course,  and  the  one  that 
would  most  promote  the  despatch  of  business, 
'would  be  to  allow  the  financial  debate  to 
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be  resumed  and    finished   as    soon    as   pos- 
sible— as   soon  as  we  have  disposed  of   this 
stage  of   the  Bill   before  us.      Regarding  the 
measure  itself,  I  may  say  that  it  is  my  inten- 
tion to  vote  for  its  second  reading ;  but  I  shall 
strongly  urge  upon  the  Premier  to  alter  it  in 
Committee.    If  it  passes  as  it  is  now,  it  will 
be  no  measure  of  retrenchment  or  economy  at 
all.    I  know,  by  what  absolutely  took  place  in 
former  years,  that  if  you  fix  the  salary  of  the 
Governor  at  the  amount  fijcod  here,  and  with 
no  specific  amount  for  travelling-expenses,  yoa 
will  not  only  find  the  total  expenditure  to  be 
much  larger,  but  the  House  will  be  constantly 
troubled  with  the  most  disagreeable  discussions 
concerning  the  Queen's  representative.    With 
the  Bill  passed  as  it  is  now,  when  the  Governor 
wants  to  go  away  from  Wellington  to  some 
other  port  of  the  colony  for  a  time,  he  will 
ask  if  the  Government  are  prepared  to  pay 
his  expenses,  saying  that  otherwise  be  can- 
not stay  at  Dunedin,  Ghristchurch,  or  Auck- 
land.    What  occurred  before  will  occur  again. 
Hy  advice  is,  to  reduce  the  salary  by  £1,000, 
and  put  on  £1,000  for  travelling-expenses  sepa- 
rately.   The  allowances  to  the  staff  would  then 
come  out  of  the  £4,000,  and  the  colony  would, 
as  proposed  by  this  Bill,  pay  the  salary  of  the 
Clerk  of  the  Executive  Council.  As  against  that 
argument  I  understand  the  Premier  urges  that 
a  Salary  of  £5,000  carries  a  right  to  a  first-cIass 
pension ;  and  therefore  the  colony  would   be 
entitled  to  a  first-clas.s  Governor.    Now,  gentle- 
men who  come  out  to  the  colony  to  undertake 
the  charge  of  the  government  look  very  keenly 
after   the   question    of   what   are   the  emolu- 
ments.   I  am  not  speaking  without  book :  it  is 
a  regular  profession  like  the  diplomatic  service, 
the  profession  of  the  English  Colonial  Depart- 
ment, and  there  are  regular  rises  in  it  which 
are  looked  forward  to  with  as  much  anxiety  as 
rises  in  other  departments.    If  you  therefore 
make  it  nominally  a  first-class  Governorship 
with  a  salary  of  £5,000,  and  no  additions,  yoa 
will  make  it   an    unprofitable    Governorship. 
The  result  will  simply  be  this  :  New  Zealand 
will  be  used  as  a  colony  for  working  o£E  what  I 
may  call  the  "  dead  horses."    There  are  always 
some  Governors  who  have  outlived  their  use- 
fulness, or  who  have  made  mistakes  and  are 
removed  from  important   Governorships,   and 
whom  it  is  difficult  to  know  what  to  do  with, 
because  it  would  be  too  severe  a  punishment 
to   send   them  to  inferior  Governorships   and 
so  reduce  their  pensions.     Now,  if  you  maka 
this  an"  unprofitable  Governorship,  these  "  dead 
horses  " — I  speak  with  no  disrespect,  I  hope — 
would  bo  the  gentlemen  appointed  to  Now  Zea- 
land.   It  would  bo  far  better  to  have  the  young 
vigorous  man  who  is  working  his  way  up  in  the 
Colonial  Department,  and  who  would  be  glad  to 
come  here,  and  would  bo  very  careful  to  do  all 
he  ought  to  do,  because  of  being  on  his  way  to 
promotion.    It  would  be  far  better  to  have  such 
gentlemen  at  a  thousand  a  year  less  salar}',  and 
a  specified  sum  for  travelling,  than  to  have  a 
gentleman  of  the  class  I  have  referred  to  trying 
to  work  out  two  or  three  years  more  until  he 
would  be  entitled  to  claim  his  pension.     And 
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then,  in  any  cose,  there  wonld  be  a  constant 
•noioachment  on  the  good-natuxe  of  the  Govern- 
ment to  find  the  means  for  travelling-expenses 
unless  a  speoifio  sum  were  set  apart  for  that ; 
and  I  strongly  recommend  the  honourable 
gentleman  to  adopt  the  proposal  of  making  the 
salary  £4,000  with  a  travelling -allowance  of 
£1,000.  That  is  a  question  which  can  be  dis- 
OQSSed  in  Committee ;  meanwhile  I  shall  have 
pleasnre  in  supporting  the  second  reading  of 
the  Bill. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— I  ask  leave  to  withdraw  my 
amendment,  especially  after  the  reference  of 
the  honourable  member  for  Auckland  Central ; 
and  I  also  personally  give  this  assurance  to  the 
House:  that  the  remarks  of  the  Minister  of 
lidacation,  to  the  efiect  that  my  amendment 
-was  made  to  prevent  other  Bills  from  coming 
on,  were  entirely  without  fonndation.  I  have 
not  consulted  with  any  member  of  the  House 
as  to  my  moving  an  amendment,  and  I  think 
it  is  the  duty  of  the  honourable  gentleman  to 
apologize  to  me  for  making  such  an  nnwar- 
lantabfe  and  uncalled-for  statement. 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Mr.  FISH. — I  cannot  refrain  from  expressing 
my  surprise  at  the  way  in  which  the  honour- 
able member  for  Kumara  was  treated  by  the 
tlinister  of  Education.  The  honourable  gentle- 
man's remarks  were  out  of  place  altogether. 
If  be  thinks  that  he  can  frighten  members 
of  the  House  into  keeping  their  tongues  quiet, 
he  has  made  a  great  mistake.  When  he  re- 
ferred to  the  great  waste  caused — the  cost  of 
the  House  being  £400  a  day — he  must  surely 
have  forgotten  the  fact  that  so  much  time  has 
been  wasted  by  the  way  the  Government  have 
conducted  the  business  since  the  adjournment. 
How  much  was  lost  by  a  discussion  a  short 
time  ago  I  and  how  much  was  lost  by  the 
adjournment  of  the  House  for  a  long  period  I 

SirG.  GKEY.— I  imagine  this  is  a  BUI  re- 
lating to  the  finances  of  the  country,  and, 
being  part  of  the  Financial  Statement,  it  will 
be  in  my  power  to  discuss  the  whole  subject. 
It  may  as  well,  perhaps,  be  done  upon  this  Bill 
as  upon  any  other.  Really  the  &dng  of  any 
one  of  these  salaries  involves  the  whole  ques- 
tion of  the  finances.  The  proposed  reduction 
of  the  Governor's  salary  arises  from  the  cir- 
cumstances in  which  the  colony  is  plunged ; 
and  the  question  is.  How  are  we  to  retneve 
the  colony,  to  free  it  from  the  position  of 
difiScnlty  in  which  it  is  now  placed?  I  mast 
candidly  say,  in  reference  to  that,  I  do  not 
think  all  the  blame  rests  upon  the  late  Go- 
▼emment  or,  really,  upon  several  Governments, 
but  I  think  I  must  candidly  say,  in  looking  at 
the  salaries,  that  the  honourable  member  for 
Egmont  is  as  much  to  blame  as  any  other 
person  for  what  has  ta^en  place — in  fact,  I 
think  more  largely  than  any  other  man  in  New 
Zealand.  I  think  I  can  make  that  perfectly 
clear  to  the  House,  and  that  I  can  do  it  in 
snob  a  manner  that  I  can  lead  the  House  to 
avoid  the  errors  into  which  I  think  he  has 
fallen.  First,  I  will  say  that  I  believe  a  per- 
fect financial  settlement  of  New  Zealand  can 
only  be  achieved  by  dealing  with  all  olasses 
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of  the  entire  community,  and  I  believe  thab 
the  class  we  first  of  all  have  to  deal  with 
and  specially  to  consider  is  the  agricultural 
population  of  this  country.  I  would  call  to 
the  mind  of  honourable  gentlemen  here  pre- 
sent, some  of  whom  must  recollect  it,  and  I 
appeal  to  the  honourable  member  for  Egmont 
himself,  who  will  also  bear  me  out  —  I  am 
satisfied  in  this :  that  upon  this  subject  I 
several  years  ago  earnestly  besought  the 
Government  of  the  day,  which  included  the 
present  Premier,  to  think  of  the  wretched 
position  in  which  the  farming  classes  were 
getting  placed.  I  pointed  out  thcu  especially 
the  cose  of  the  deferred-payment  settlers,  and 
of  other  people  who  had  been  located  on  the 
land  under  somewhat  similar  arrangements, 
and  I  contended  that  it  was  absolutely  neces- 
sary to  pass  a  law  by  which  their  position 
should  be  fairly  considered  by  a  Court  con- 
stituted for  that  purpose.  I  pointed  out  how 
the  Court  should  be  composed,  what  the  duties 
of  the  Court  should  be — that  every  individual 
should  have  the  power  of  bringing  before  the 
Court  the  amount  of  rent  ho  was  compelled  to 
pay  to  the  Government  and  the  charges  levied 
upon  his  land,  and  that  the  Court  should  have 
the  power  of  determining  whether  those  charges 
were  just  or  not ;  that,  if  the  Court  found  that 
they  were  oppressive  and  must  end  in  the 
ruin  of  the  mdividuol  ultimately,  the  Court 
shoold  have  the  power  of  adjusting  the  rent  and 
the  charges  to  what  would  be  called  perfectly 
fair  terms,  just  to  the  Government  and  just  to 
the  individual.  For  proposing  so  just  a  mea- 
sure harsh  language  was  used  towards  me.  I 
have  made  a  few  extracts  of  what  was  said.  I 
was  told,  if  the  Bill  was  passed  the  Govni-nment 
would  be  continually  in  hot  water,  that  it  was 
a  great  temptation  to  the  people  to  repudiate 
their  engagements,  that  that  was  the  true  pur- 
port of  the  Bill,  that  the  spirit  of  self-reliance 
was  to  be  broken  down  in  the  people  of  this 
country,  that  tiie  Bill  would  break  it  down 
altogeuier. 
Major  ATKINSON.— What  year  was  this  7 
Sir  G.  GREY.  — It  was  spoken  on  the  6th 
July,  1882.  I  was  told  that  the  Bill  was  totally 
unworthy  of  my  high  reputation  ;  that  it  would 
tempt  men  to  be  dishonest,  and  to  fall  into 
bad  i>ractices.  The  present  Premier  on  that 
occasion  told  the  House  he  was  satisfied  that 
the  remedy  contained  in  the  Bill  would  not 
be  adopted  by  the  House,  and  that  the 
honourable  member  for  Timaru  was,  in  point 
of  fact,  right  in  the  accusations  he  had 
made  against  me  on  the  subject.  The  re- 
sult was  that  the  Bill  was  rejected,  and  the 
further  result  was  that  hundreds  of  families 
have  been  plunged  in  misery  from  that  time  to 
the  present  date.  I  have  heard  from  many  of 
them  that  for  months  together  they  have  not 
known  a  night's  rest  or  peace.  Burdens  were 
laid  upon  them  they  were  qnite  incompetent  to 
bear.  This  session  I  brought  forvrard  a  Bill 
for  the  same  purpose.  I  was  encouraged  to  do 
so  by  recollecting  that  there  is  one  honourable 
gentleman  here  now  who  then  said  that  the 
honourable  member  for  Auckland  East  had 
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often  brought  forwEird  Bills  in  the  House  vrhich 
had  been  opposed  in  equally  violent  language, 
«nd  which  the  Oovomment,  some  year  or  two 
afterwards,  or  some  time  afterwards,  were  com- 
pelled to  adopt  and  make  their  own — in  fact,  to 
filch  them  away  from  myself,  who  had  brought 
them  forward  in  the  first  instance.  In  preparing 
a  Bill  this  session  for  the  same  purpose,  so  com- 
pletely was  the  subject  impressed  upon  my  mind 
that  I  drew  it  in  the  very  same  words  I  had  used 
in  the  former  Bill.  The  Bill  is  in  operation  in 
Ireland.  In  fact,  my  first  Bill  was  in  part 
drawn  from  a  Bill  then  in  operation  in  Ireland, 
but  which  measure  I  made  suitable  to  New 
Zealand ;  and  the  remedy  I  then  recommended 
is  being  adopted  in  many  civilised  countries 
throughout  the  world.  I  feel  confident  that 
the  Premier  himself  approved  of  the  mea- 
sure I  have  brought  forward  now,  and  must 
Imow  that  in  keeping  the  country  from  the 
benefit  of  the  measure  for  go  many  years  he 
himself  is  greatly  responsible  for  the  difficulties 
in  which  the  agricultvual  interests  are  at  pre- 
sent involved.  Therefore  I  do  not  think  all  the 
blame  for  the  present  depressed  state  of  the 
colony  is  to  be  thrown  on  tiie  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Christchurch  North,  or  upon  any  other 
persons  who  have  held  office  in  this  country, 
in  1877,  ten  years  ago,  I  got  a  colleague  to 
bring  forward  a  Bill  for  reducing  the  salaries  of 
Ministers,  and  I  then  laid  much  stress  upon 
it.  It  is  a  singular  thing  that  it  was  on  the 
29th  November,  1877,  and  I  am  now  speak- 
ing at  the  very  close  of  the  28tb  November, 
1887.  It  was  exactly  ten  years  ago.  I  bad 
a  Bill  then  brought  forward  for  reducing  the 
salaries  of  Ministers.  The  present  Premier 
defeated  it  in  spite  of  all  that  I  could  do. 
This  identical  Bill  that  he  himself  has  brought 
forward,  with  the  trifling  exception  that  his 
salaries  are  rather  lower  for  some  Ministers, 
is  the  very  Bill  I  brought  forward  ten  years  ago, 
and  which  he  then  declared  was  not  suited  to  the 
circumstances  of  the  colony.  I  then  used  this 
language  to  him.  I  said,  "  What  we  feel  and 
what  we  sincerely  believe  is  this  :  that  at  the 
present  time  you  are  founding  the  local  bodies 
all  through  the  colony,  and  that  whatever  ex- 
ample you  set  to  them,  either  of  prudence  and 
economy  or  extravagance,  they  will  certainly 
follow,  and  that  the  example  being  set  in  the 
salaries  being  given  to  Ministers  is  an  example 
of  extravagance."  He  then  had  the  choice 
put  before  him  of  setting  an  example  of  eco- 
nomy to  all  the  local  bodies  about  to  be  formed ; 
and  I  believe  that  if  that  example  had  been 
set  New  Zealand  would  now  be  in  a  very 
different  position.  I  said  that  a  system  of 
gross  extravagance  was  growing  np  in  this 
country  —  a  system  of  extravagance  in  the 
Oovemment,  and  which  would  spread,  as  it 
.  has  done,  finm  the  General  Govenunent  to 
other  bodies  in  the  country.  I  said,  "The 
Government  has  an  opportunity  to  say  to  the 
inhabitants  that,  in  its  opinioiv,  the  Oovem- 
ment should  be  prudent.  If  the  Govern- 
ment is  thoroughly  extravagant,  and  if  the 
Government  considers  that  high  salaries  are 
necessary  for  the  maintenance  of  the  Govem- 
Str  a.  Orey 


ment,  it  is  quite  certain  that  the  looai  bodjes 
now  constituted  will  follow  the  example  set 
by  the  General  Government,  and  a  syatean 
of  extravagance  will  be  established  throughout 
the  colony."  That  was  my  prophecy  at  the 
time.  I  ask,  has  not  that  been  carried  oat? 
Does  it  not  appear  almost  m  a  judgment  that 
ten  years  ago,  all  but  one  day,  I  should  have 
said  that;  that  these  difficulties  should  have 
arisen ;  and  that  the  Prime  Minister  who  at 
that  time  defeated  the  proposal  is  the  same 
individual  who  is  now  trying  to  get  the  Bill 


Major  ATKINSON.— I  think  you  were  Pre- 
mier on  the  28th  November,  1877. 

Sir  O.  OBEY. — I  was  Premier  then,  but  you 
led  a  powerful  Opposition ;  and  I  shall  go  on  to 
show  on  some  of  these  things  you  defeated  me, 
and  stopped  the  thing  altogether.  If  I  recollect 
rightly,  this  Bill  got  into  Committee — that  can 
be  easily  ascertained — and  I  think  that  when  I 
moved  that  we  go  into  Committee  on  the  Bill 
it  was  by  your  casting-vote,  Sir,  that  we  got 
into  Committee.  Yon  said  you  felt  bound  to 
give  your  vote  in  favour  of  economy.  The  pre- 
sent Premier  then  moved  that  the  Chairman 
do  leave  the  chair,  and  at  last  managed  to 
carry  that  by  a  majority  of  one,  and  the  mea- 
sure consequently  was  lost.  And  now,  at  the 
end  of  ten  years,  I  stand  here  and  say,  when  he 
accuses  all  others  of  having  encouraged  ex- 
travagance, he  was  one  of  the  men  who  did  not 
seek  to  prevent  it,  but  forced  it  on  the  colony. 
Ten  years  have  elapsed  since  that  time — there 
is  only  one  day  wanting — when  he  himself  is 
obliged  to  bring  forward  the  measure  he  then 
prevented  me  from  carrying  to  save  New  Zea- 
land from  these  difficulties,  which  have  pre- 
vented me  from  saving  the  agriculturists  of  New 
Zealand  from  the  penury  into  which  they 
are  now  plunged,  and  from  the  debts  whicji 
encumber  them.  The  other  night  he  might 
have  rescued  the  Bills  I  had  in  hand  to  succonr 
the  agricultural  population,  and  they  might 
have  been  the  law  of  the  land.  He  prevented 
that  from  being  done,  to  my  sorrow,  and  he 
has  left  New  Zealand  in  the  position  it  now 
occupies.  I  was  anxious  to  say  these  things 
on  behalf  of  other  men,  to  show  that  be  is  not 
the  one  saviour  of  the  country,  that  he  is  the 
man  who  has  plunged  us  into  these  difficulties, 
because,  in  my  opinion,  he  has  been  the  guid- 
ing genius  which  has  mostly  led  New  Zealand 
into  the  difficulties  in  which  it  is  now  involved. 
The  next  thing  I  shall  look  at,  passing  from  the 
salary  of  the  Governor  and  those  of  the  Minis- 
ters, is  this  question :  Are  the  proposals  of  the 
Government  for  reductions  such  as  a  statesman 
ought  to  make?  Is  there  anything  of  pernu^ 
nence  about  them?  We  cannot  exactly  tell; 
but  certainly  no  proposition  of  that  kind  has 
been  made  to  us.  Why  should  the  Govern- 
ment hesitate  to  allow  us  to  debate  the  whole 
subject?  We  have  been  told  distinctly  that 
we  shall  not  be  allowed  to  go  into  it.  Why 
could  he  not  have  stood  up  in  the  House,  as  X 
stand  up  now,  and  have  sketched  out  one  general 
plan  which  all  could  understand  ?  I  will  ask 
this :  When  has  such  an  opportunity  presented 
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itself  as  the  piesent  one,  when  the  whole  colony 
18  bent  upon  doing  something  to  ameliorate  its 
condition  permanently,  when  a  Minister  can  do 
almost  what  he  likes  with  the  people  and  with 
t^e  departments,  when  the  plastic  clay  is 
|daced  in  his  hands  which  he  has  to  mould 
either  into  some  permanent  status  to  last  for  all 
time,  or  else  into  some  half-formed  creature 
whose  purport  none  can  make  out  ?  Which  is 
the  proper  course  for  him  to  pursue  in  these 
two  cases  ?  I  say  this :  that  he  has  proposed  to 
create  a  being  which  none  of  us  exactly  under- 
stands, of  the  purport  of  or  the  use  of  which 
we  can  tell  nothing ;  that  he  is  going  to  leave 
a:  mass  of  excrescences  on  the  form  before  he 
has  completed  it.  Let  us  now  refer  to  the 
Insiirance  Department.  Has  he  touched  that, 
or  has  he  proposed  to  touch  it  ?  And  yet  it  is 
a  subject  of  vast  importance.  Is  it  right  that 
in  that  department-- — 

Major  ATKINSON.— May  I  say  that  I  pro- 
pose to  deal  with  that  subject  when  the  esti- 
mates come  down?  It  is  not  a  part  of  the 
general  revenue  of  the  colony,  and  therefore  is 
not  dealt  with  in  the  Financial  Statement ;  but 
I  had  intended  to  touch  upon  it. 

Sir  G.  GREY. — It  is  a  pity  the  honourable 

fentleman  did  not  mention  that  in  his  speech. 
Intil  I  mentioned  it  I  heard  nothing  about  it. 
The  honourable  gentleman  may  laugh ;  but  I 
say  it  is  a  strange  thing  that,  in  mentioning  all 
things,  the  most  important  matter  of  all  was 
never  even  glanced  at.  Where  is  his  plan  ?  The 
House  will  not  be  deluded  in  that  manner.  I 
say  it  is  wrong  that  great  salaries  should  be 
given  in  that  department,  equal  to  those  of 
Ministers  of  the  Crown. 

An  Hon.  Member. — Greater. 

Sir  G.  GREY.— They  are  greater. 

Major  ATKINSON.— They  must  be  greater. 

Sir  G.  GREY.  —There  is  the  voice,  "  They 
must  be  greater."  Why  7  For  what  reason? 
Because  other  insurance  bodies  give  greater 
snms.  But  why  should  our  officers  in  our 
Insurance  Department  be  paid  any  more  than 
onr  officers  in  other  departments  ?  Why 
should  a  friend  of  the  Minister,  without  any 
previous  experience  of  the  subject,  at  once 
have  £1,000  a  year  given  to  him  7  Is  that  just 
to  the  nation  or  to  the  Civil  Service?  I  say 
that  it  is  our  business,  for  the  sake  of  those 
of  our  countrymen  who  insure  their  lives  in 
the  department,  that  the  salaries  of  officers  in 
these  institutions  should  be  kept  to  the  level 
of  the  Civil  Service,  and  that  as  large  an 
amount  as  possible  should  be  gained  for  those 
who  insure  in  their  national  office. 

Major  ATKINSON — You  gave  £1,000  a 
year. 

Sir  G.  GREY.  — I  did  not  give  £1,000  a 
year.  I  strove  for  less,  as  the  honourable 
gentleman  knows.  It  was  the  honourable 
gentlemem  who  gave  the  full  £600.  I  refused 
to  consent  to  it.  The  honourable  gentleman 
did  it :  that  was  the  example  set.  I  contend 
that  the  department  ought  to  be  made  a  portion 
of  the  Civil  Service,  exactly  as  any  other  branch 
of  the  Civil  Service,  and  not  a  separate  de- 
f*rtment ;  and  in  that  way  you  will  open  new 


offices  and  new  objects  to  your  Civil  Service, 
and  give  the  officers  a  spirit  they  have  not  now 
got,  because  the  introduction  of  strangers  into 
this  department  apd  the  neglect  of  just  claims 
must  have  the  effect  of  lowering  the  Civil 
servants  in  their  self-respect.  Then,  I  ask 
you  about  your  Legislative  Department.  Why 
should  that  be  a  separate  department  ?  Is  that 
right  ?  Why  are  strangers  to  be  introduced  into 
the  Legislative  Department  ?  Why  should  not 
that  department  be  under  the  same  government 
08  any  other  department  ?  I  say  that  the  in- 
evitable result  of  separating  your  departments 
in  this  way  will  be  to  make  them  small  family 
appanages,  instead  of  being  for  the  conunon 
good  of  all.  In  the  Justice  Department,  why 
not  open  that,  like  the  East  India  Company's 
service,  to  the  whole  of  the  Service?  Train 
some  of  them,  take  out  of  some  other  branch 
of  the  Civil  Service  deserving  men  fitted  for  it, 
and  give  them  the  chance  of  rising  to  the  highest 
position  in  the  law  in  that  way.  Then,  again, 
the  Public  Trust  Office  should  be  a  department 
of  the  Service  above  all  others,  I  think,  and 
that  will  give  openings  in  many  parts  of  the 
colony,  and  prevent  agents  being  appointed  to 
most  responsible  positions  who,  I  fear,  must  be 
unknown  to  the  very  persons  who  appoint  them. 
And  I  would  open  all  other  departments  in  the 
same  way.  I  appeal  to  the  House  whether  the 
Government  has  proposed  to  rearrange  the'  Civil 
Service  in  that  way,  and  to  make  it  really  an 
object  of  pride  and  satisfaction  to  the  counti^ 
that  they  have  so  great  a  Civil  Service  as  it 
will  become.  Then  you  will  imbue  men  with 
some  respect  for  the  position  they  occupy,  and, 
instead  of  depressing  them  by  seeing  persons 
in  other  departments  suddenly  elevated  to 
salaries  greater  than  they  can  earn  by  years  in 
the  Civil  Service  at  the  present  moment,  by 
doing  that  you  would  give  them  fresh  courage ; 
you  would,  in  fact,  give  them  self-respect, 
which  I  do  not  believe  they  can  now  truly  feel. 
And  how  much  better  would  your  affairs  be 
administered  1  I  ask  if  you  want  to  look  at  the 
manner  in  which  the  accounts  of  the  Insurance 
Department  are  administered  at  the  present 
day.  If  they  require  insurance  buildings,  do 
they  call  for  tenders  for  insurance  sites  ?  Is 
that  done  ? 

Major  ATKINSON. —  At  present  it  would 
have  to  be  voted  by  the  House.  You  are 
thinking  of  when  the  Board  was  in  existence. 

Sir  G.  GREY.— I  am  thinking  of  when  the 
Board  was  in  existence ;  but  I  am  not  at  all 
sure  what  will  be  done  in  the  future — X  only 
take  what  is  past.  Whether  under  the  present 
system  a  different  mode  of  obteining  sites  will 
be  followed  I  cannot  tell. 

Major  ATKINSON.— Yes ;  they  must  come 
to  the  House. 

Sir  G.  GREY.— Yes ;  they  must  come  to  the 
House  for  the  mon^,  I  suppose.  That  may 
be  the  case.  But  I  believe  a  great  deal  of 
laxity  has  been  allowed  to  creep  into  that  de- 
partment which  it  would  be  hard  now  to  sweep 
out  from  it.  That  is  my  conviction.  I  have 
seen  notices  in  the  newspapers  of  things  done 
formerly — before  the  Board  was  constituted,  I 
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believe,  or,  at  all  events,  veiy  soon  after, 
t'hough  I  cannot  lecoUeet  the  dates;  but  I 
know  they  left  a  feeling  of  dissatisfaction  on 
my  mind  which  I  cannot  express  as  to  the  way 
in  which  the  department  was  conducted  in 
reference  to  things  of  that  kind.  I  only  appeal 
to  honourable  gentlemen  as  to  whether  any 
proposal  for  the  amalgamation  of  offices  has 
been  made.  Have  the  Govenmient  told  us 
that  the^  have  ever  thought  of  such  a  thing  as 
this  ?  I  say*  they  have  done  nothing  of  the 
kind.  Then,  I  come  again  to  another  point ; 
and  I  must  say  this :  When  I  put  down  here 
this  question  of  a  reduction  being  made  in  the 
case  of  interest  on  Sinking  Fund,  I  recollect 
gome  seven  or  eight  years  ago  I  brought  before 
the  House  two  propositions — one  that  the  Sink- 
ing Fund  should  be  taken ;  and  that  was 
scouted  with  scorn.  Again,  the  same  kind  of 
language  was  used  to  me  as  had  been  used  in 
reference  to  the  deferred-payment  settlers.   The 

Eroposals  I  made  were  rejected;  and  yet  what 
as  since  then  taken  place  ?  After  several'yeors, 
that  was  done  in  reference  to  the  Sinking 
Fund  which  I  had  sought  to  have  done,  and 
was  told  that  I  was  not  an  honest  man  to 
propose  it,  or  words  to  that  purport.  Then, 
farther,  I  at  the  same  time  showed  that  this 
colony  was  entitled,  as  I  believe,  by  law,  and 
ought  to  have  enforced  its  power,  to  make 
all  p'ersons  drawing  funds  from  New  Zealand 
pay,  under  the  property-tax,  the  same  amount 
as  persons  resident  in  New  Zealand  have  to 
pay.  I  showed,  in  point  of  fact,  that  the  law 
required  that  to  be  done  ;  and  I  am  still  of  the 
same  opinion.  I  showed  that  it  was  hard  in 
the  extreme  that  those  residing  out  of  New 
Zealand,  and  who  were  deriving  such  advan- 
tages from  the  interest  they  drew  from  it, 
should  not  have  to  pay  such  tax,  while  those 
who  resided  here  had  to  pay  it.  That  was  a 
manifest  injustice.  Everybody  who  resided  in 
New  Zealand  and  drew  money  from  the  Go- 
vernment, and  everybody  out  of  New  Zealand 
who  drew  money  from  the  Government,  were 
all  bound  to  pay  under  the  property-tax.  The 
language  of  the  Act  is  precise.  It  says  that 
the  word  "property"  is  to  mean  property  of 
every  kind  and  description  whatever ;  and  I 
say  that  since  I  raised  this  question  upwards  of 
a  million  has  been  unlawfully  taken  out  of  the 
pockets  of  the  colonists — one  million  more  than 
was  necessary  has  been  added  to  their  debt. 
As  to  this,  a  position  has  been  taken  up  by  some 
that  is  inconceivable  to  me.  The  question  is 
raised  whether  a  gentleman  having  a  consider- 
able pension  from  New  Zealand  has  to  pay  the 
property-tax,  and  the  answer  made  is  this : 
"  The  State  contracted  to  pay  him  so  much 
a  year  if  he  remained  so  long  in  the  Service ; 
and  therefore  if  you  take  anything  from  that 
amount  you  cheat  him  and  do  him  a  wrong  by 
giving  him  less  than  you  promised  him."  The 
fact  is  that  every  nation  mterprets  the  matter 
in  this  way :  They  say  to  the  person  to  whom 
they  are  going  to  pay  the  pension,  '*  I  have  the 
money  ready  to  give  you,  and  it  is  your  property, 
and,  like  every  other  person,  you  will  have  to 
pay  the  property-tta,  and  contribute  your  fait 
Sir  Q.  Qrny 


share  to  the  necessities  of  the  country.  Yon  were 
not  promised  any  exemption  from  taxation." 
This  is  the  rule.  In  the  same  way,  every  natiom 
now,  at  the  present  time,  I  believe,  dedacts 
from  those  who  draw  revenues  from  the  public 
securities  exactly  the  same  proportion  that  it 
deducts  from  the  inhabitants  of  the  oountiy 
who  pa^  the  sums  from  which  these  revennes 
are  derived  by  other  persons.  Why  should  we 
alone  be  subjected  to  this :  that  we  do  not  get 
from  those  who  receive  money  from  us  that 
which  every  other  nation  gets  from  those  who 
receive  money  from  that  nation  ?  It  is  quite 
clear  that  the  moment  the  money  is  handed 
over  to  the  Treasury  from  our  pockets  to  pay 
gentlemen  so  much,  it  is  property  in  the  colony 
which  is  subject  to  property-tax.  The  moment 
it  is  so  paid  to  your  own  citizens  living  here, 
you  tell  them  it  is  property  which  must  pay 
property-tax ;  tuid  why  is  the  non-resident 
entitled  to  an  advantage  which  you  take  from 
the  residents  in  the  colony,  who  benefit  you  by 
spending  the  money  here  which  they  draw  from 
you?  It  is  eminently  unjust.  People  say 
this :  that  those  who  would  have  to  pay  these 
amounts  would  object,  and  that  they  would 
think  they  were  treated  unfairly ;  but  I  believe 
the  direct  contrary.  What  is  the  sum  they 
would  have  to  pay  ?  Take  the  case  of  a  man 
who  gets  £100  a  year  remitted  to  him  from  this 
country.  He  would  have  to  pay  8s.  3d.  or  88. 
4d. ;  and  the  man  who  gets  £1,000  would  have 
to  pay  £4  3s.  and  some  odd  pence.  Does  any 
one  think  that  the  individual  who  hod  to  pay 
would  not  feel  it  was  his  duty  to  assist  the 
country  the  inhabitants  of  which  were  striving 
thoir  utmost  to  pay  him  his  large  income  of 
£1,000  a  year  1  He  would  feel  that  such  a  con- 
tribution was  nothing  at  all  worthy  of  con- 
sideration, in  order  that  he  might  secure  a 
certainty  of  the  payment  he  was  entitled  to. 
We  have  to  preserve  peace,  law,  and  order ;  aitd 
— I  will  put  it  stronger  than  that — every  man 
in  New  Zealand  has  to  work  so  many  days  in  a 
year  for  noching  emd  to  give  up  his  earnings 
for  those  days  to  pay  the  foreigner  living  oat  of 
the  country ;  and  ought  not  that  foreigner  vrho 
receives  the  money  to  pay  his  shore  for  thoso 
people'  in  times  of  sickness,  probably  arising 
from  the  very  work  in  which  they  were  engaged 
to  get  the  money  for  him  ?  Is  he  to  pay  nothing 
to  help  to  support  the  families  of  those  persons 
in  times  of  sickness,  while  they  have  to  sacri- 
fice so  much  in  order  that  he  may  get  his 
money  ?  Why,  if  all  other  nations  decide  in  the 
way  I  reason,  and  reasoned  several  years  ago, 
why  should  New  Zealand  alone  compel  its 
overburdened  people  to  pay  a  thing  of  this  kind 
to  people  out  of  the  colony  7  At  least,  if  you 
do  that,  relieve  likewise  tiiiose  who  are  living 
in  this  country.  You  should  do  one  of  two 
things.  I  say  the  fair  thing  is  to  make  those 
who  are  living  out  of  the  country  pay,  in  the 
same  way  as  the  people  of  England  make  those 
pay  who  draw  incomes  from  the  funds. 

Major  ATKINSON.— That  we  do,  just  as  it  is 
done  in  England. 

Sir  G.  GREY.— No ;  England  dedacts  the 
tax  from  her  dividends  waA.  hex  pensions,  euad 
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it  is  foi  yoa  to  deduct  the  same  from  your  pen- 
taxmi  pud  to  persons  living  in  England.  You 
have  not  done  that.  I  say  the  law  demands 
it,  and  it  is  not  done.  I  say  the  woid  "  pro- 
perty "  takes  that,  in  the  way  it  is  put.  I  ask 
any  honourable  gentleman  to  look  into  the 
tenns.  If  England  says  it  is  right  and  just  and 
£air,  why  not  New  Zealand  ?  liet  me  put  it  to 
tha  House  in  this  way :  I  go  to  a  man  as  a  tax- 
collector  and  say,  "  You  have  a  pension  of  £600 
a  year  paid  by  the  people  of  New  Zealand :  that 
is  property ;  so  much  must  be  deducted  from 
your  pension  on  that  account."  He  will  say, 
■*  No,  that  is  dishonest ;  you  will  not  give  me 
that  to  which  I  am  entitled."  But  you  put  a 
tax  upon  every  article  he  wears,  and  upon  the 
tea  he  drinks :  why  do  you  take  that  from  his 
pension  ?  The  things  are  equally  taxation  for 
the  public  good,  and  he,  as  a  citizen,  must 
know  he  is  liable  to  pay  for  the  public  use 
something  which  all  the  rest  of  his  fellow- 
citizens  have  to  pay.  I  am  quite  sure  he  would 
admit  that  is  the  cose.  That  would  give 
yon  at  once  £148,000  a  year  now;  and,  as  I 
say,  you  have  lost,  perhaps,  £1,000,000,  and 
you  had  no  right  to  lose  it.  Years  ago  I  asked 
for  this,  and  if  it  had  been  granted  New  Zea- 
land would  be  in  a  very  diSerent  position 
from  that  in  which  it  is  now.  The  answer  then 
made  was,  "  It  will  prevent  our  raising  further 
loans  ;  it  will  interfere  with  that."  But,  I  ask, 
will  any  honest,  fair  man  say  that  we  should  not 
do  what  every  other  nation  does  ?  We  should 
do  that  which  the  law  requires  should  be  done, 
and  then  we  should  ease  our  unfortunate  people, 
who  have  to  pay  so  much  to  that  ezpenditore : 
£143,000  would  be  a  very  great  sum — very  large 
indeed.  However  small  it  might  be,  I  would  not 
take  it  if  to  do  so  was  not  just ;  but,  I  contend, 
no  more  just  and  proper  thing  was  ever  asked 
for  or  demionded  than  that  which  I  demanded 
then ;  and  I  say  the  language  used  towards  me 
when  I  demanded  it  was  unfair.  Precisely 
the  same  thing  was  said  about  dealing  with 
the  Sinking  Fund,  but  when  that  was  brought 
down  afterwards  every  one  admitted  its  fair- 
ness. Every  other  nation  does  the  same  thing. 
It  is  a  useless  pretence  to  pay  Sinking  Fund 
when  we  are  borrowing  to  pay  it,  and  pretend- 
.  tng  at  the  some  time  that  it  is  being  charged 
on  the  Consolidated  Fund.  When  proposed 
finally  by  the  honourable  member  for  Christ- 
church  North  it  was  conceded  without  diffi- 
culty. I  say  there  is  another  thing  which  the 
Government  ought  to  do.  It  should  not  have 
tried  to  prevent  this  debate,  so  that  these  mat- 
ters might  be  brought  forward,  and  to  say  that 
the  financial  debate  had  ceased  to  live  was  pure 
nonsense.  These  great  questions  ought  to  be 
discussed  and  thoroughly  understood  and  rea- 
soned out,  and  it  is  only  by  dealing  with  matters 
of  this  sort  that  New  Zealand  can  be  drawn  out 
of  the  difficulties  in  which  it  is  at  present  in- 
volved. Well,  now  I  pass  again  to  our  legisla- 
tive body,  and  I  contend  that  a  larger  reduction 
ooght  to  he  made  in  this  House  than  Ministers 
propose.  I  know  that  is  a  very  unpopular 
thing  to  say,  and  probably  many  persons 
would  not  like  it;  bat  I  only  ask  them  to 


compare  this  young  New  Zealand  nation  with 
other  nations,  and  let  them  say  is  there  any 
other  nation  in  the  world  that  has  so  large 
a  number  of  representatives  in  proportion  to 
population  as  this?  I  mentioned  previously 
th^  in  my  belief,  fifty  members  is  quite  a 
suificient  number  for  New  Zealand  to  have. 
The  United  States  have  825  representatives  of 
the  people  in  their  Congress.  That  is  for  sixty 
millions  of  persons  ;  and  we  have  close  upon  a 
third  of  that  number  for  half  a  million  of  per- 
sons. Then,  the  same  thing  holds  good  with 
respect  to  the  Ujiper  House.  They  have 
seventy-six  senators  in  the  United  States  for 
sixty  millions  of  people,  and  they  perform  great 
duties.  Is  it  necessary  for  us  to  have  some 
fifty?  I  ask,  also,  is  it  a  fair  plan  proposed 
for  consideration  by  the  Premier  with  regard  to 
the  Legislative  Council  ?  What  advantage  will 
it  be  to  us  to  have  the  Councillors  limited  to 
a  certain  number,  if  they  are  to  be  nominated 
as  they  are  now  ?  What  advantage  is  it  to  us 
to  have  so  many  paid  members  of  the  House  ? 
What  would  be  said  in  England  if,  looking  at 
the  number  of  the  population  here  and  that  in 
Great  Britain,  it  was  proposed  to  have  some 
four  thousand  or  five  thousand  peers  paid  by 
the  State  ?  If  a  member  of  this  House  were 
to  dare  to  go  Home  to  England  and  get  up  and 
propose  that,  he  would  be  shut  up  in  a  lunatic 
asylum  and  never  seen  a.gain,  whilst,  if  he 
escaped  and  reached  this  country  again,  he 
would  be  made  Premier  of  New  Zealand 
and  have  a  long  tenure  of  office.  I  think 
the  thing  is  absurd  in  itself.  The  Govern- 
ment have  no  regard  to  our  legislative  re- 
duction, and  have  made  no  proper  proposals. 
Then,  again,  with  regard  to  the  salaries 
of  the  officers  in  our  Legislative  Depart- 
ment, I  must  say  I  think  Ministers  have 
placed  them  much  too  high,  considering  the 
time  which  is  occupied  by  those  officers  in 
their  duties,  and  the  short  period  of  the  year 
during  which  they  are  engaged.  I  say  that 
much  more  considerable  reductions  could  be 
made,  and  that  such  reductions  will  be  of 
considerable  advantage  to  the  country,  in 
the  good  example  they  will  aftord.  Then,  with 
regard  to  the  number  of  Ministers,  I  still 
contend  that  four  Ministers  would  be  ample  for 
New  Zealand.  We  have  as  many  Ministers 
here  as  they  have  in  the  United  States  for  sixty 
millions  of  people.  I  say  that,  if  the  number 
of  Ministers  were  reduced  to  four,  a^d  if  you 
had  four  Under-Secretaries  selected  from  this 
House,  who  were  placed  at  the  head  of  the 
four  departments  mto  which  the  New  Zea- 
land government  was  divided,  you  would  have 
a  much  more  efficient  Government,  a  Govern- 
ment which  would  be  much  more  in  sympathy 
with  the  people,  and  one  which  would  train  the 
young  members  of  the  House  to  a  knowledge 
of  what  their  most  important  duties  were.  I 
contend  that  it  is  impossible  for  men  now  sud- 
denly made  Ministers,  vrithout  any  previous 
training  in  public  life,  at  once  to  perform  their 
duties.  It  must  take  them  a  period  of  several 
months,  probably  not  less  than  twelve  months, 
tj  learn  what  their  duties  are.    A  Minister  ap- 
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pointed  for  the  flist  time  tuider  preeent  oirotun- 
Btances  la  completely  on  infant  bom  into  a  new 
world,  and  handed  over  to  a  wet-nurse  in  the 
shape  of  some  Civil  servant,  brought  up  on  very 
nnpaJatable  sour  milk,  and  it  is  long  indeed  be- 
fore he  can  gain  that  experience  and  knowledge 
which  will  enable  him  to  walk  alone,  instead 
of  which  he  is  kept  in  leading-strings  by  one  or 
two  of  the  officers  of  the  Oivil  Service,  him- 
self knowing  nothing  about  the  new  world 
that  surrounds  him.  There  is  to  be  no  im- 
provement on  that  system  by  what  we  have 
proposed  by  the  Government.  It  is  only 
by  the  adoption  of  such  a  measure  as  I 
have  frequently  proposed  that  you  can  bring 
up  in  New  Zealand  a  race  of  statesmen  to 
be  a  credit  to  their  country  and  an  honour 
(o  their  families.  But  there  is  no  proposal  of 
this  kind  in  the  Ministerial  programme.  To 
my  mind,  it  is  absolutely  wanting  in  a  broad, 
comprehensive  view ;  but  I  submit  that  it  is 
only  by  giving  effect  to  views  of  that  kind  that 
New  Zealand  can  be  extricated  from  the  diffi- 
culties in  which  it  is  now  involved.  I  do  not  go 
into  details  of  the  reductions  proposed  in  the 
veunouB  departments  ;  but  I  say  we  ought 
to  have  an  opportunity  of  doing  that  by 
going  into  the  estimates.  I  am  told  that 
the  Government  intend  to  confine  us  to  this 
first  paper — this  first  page.  I  understood  the 
Premier  distinctly  to  say  that  he  would  not 
allow  any  discussion  upon  the  items  of  the  esti- 
mates. Whether  he  adheres  to  that  I  do  not 
know ;  but  in  my  own  mind  I  resolved  that  I 
would  agree  to  no  such  proposition  while  I 
could  fight  against  it.  I  feel  that  we  should 
have  no  chance  of  extricating  ourselves  from 
our  difficulties  unless  we  were  to  go  into  de- 
tails ;  for  every  one  of  the  measures  I  have 
recommended  to  the  House  requires  a  corre- 
sponding modification  in  the  various  depart- 
ments. The  Premier  was  good  enough  to  say 
that  there  was  no  man  in  the  House  who  was 
capable  of  giving  an  opinion  on  that  subject, 
no  man  who  could  understand  it.  I  say 
that  honourable  gentlemen,  if  they  will  go 
into  Committee  upon  this  subject  as  they  ought 
to  do,  and  devote  their  attention  to  it,  will  be 
qnite  capable  of  understanding  the  matter  in 
such  a  way  that  they  can  intelligently  and  use- 
fully vote.  If  they  have  not  that  opportunity  I 
believe  that  such  things  as  I  speak  of  can  never 
be  done,  at  least  at  the  present  time ;  but  I  believe 
that,  just  as  the  Premier  comes  forward  to-night 
and  takes  up  the  question  of  Ministerial  saJsk- 
ries,  at  some  future  time  he  will  come  forward 
and  take  up  a  great  many  of  the  things  I  have 
recommended  to  his  notice  to-night;  that, 
just  in  the  same  way  as  now,  when  most  of  the 
deferred-payment  settlers  have  been  ruined  and 
it  is  almost  impossible  to  restore  prosperity  to 
tixem,  he  comes  forward  and  says  they  ought 
to  be  relieved,  so  will  he  come  forward,  when  it 
is  too  late,  and  propose  to  carry  out  nearly  all 
the  things  that  I  now  say  ought  to  be  done. 
Jnst  in  the  same  manner  as  he,  after  showing 
violent  opposition  to  the  proposal  as  to  the 
Sinking  Fund,  allowed  it  to  be  carried,  in  the 
same  manner  will  he,  some  day,  allow  this 
Sir  a.  Grey 


£148,000  to  be  collected  to  help  the  people  of 
New  Zealand  in  the  struggle  they  are  carrying 
on  against  unnecessary  difficulties.  I  feel  cer- 
tain that,  if  he  does  not  do  it  now,  he  ^prill 
surely  do  it  some  day.  But  the  difficnlty  it 
that  he  may  do  these  things  too  late.  If  tite 
remedies  were  applied  at  a  certain  moment 
they  would  be  effectual ;  but  apply  them  after 
a  lapse  of  time  and  they  cease  to  be  temediea. 
Those  who  have  not  died  before  the  remedies 
are  carried  out  will  have  the  benefit  of  them, 
but  before  the  relief  is  applied  a  large  nanabor 
of  persons  will  have  been  irretrievably  ruined. 
In  fact,  I  believe  that,  unless  we  con  have  snch 
control  over  the  Premier  that  we  can  force  him 
to  bring  in  these  measures,  the  prosperity  whieh 
we  are  looking  for  and  waiting  for  will  recede 
farther  from  us, 

Mr.  TURNBULIi.  — I  am  of  opinion,  with 
the  honourable  member  for  Kumara  and  the 
honourable  gentleman  who  has  just  sat  down, 
that  it  would  have  been  much  better  if  we  had 
completed  the  financial  debate,  and  seen  how 
far  we  .could  apply  remedial  measures,  rather 
than  proceed  to  these  extreme  ones  which  ttare 
been  brought  forward  by  the  Government.  I 
admit  freely  that  there  is  stem  need  for  re- 
trenchment throughout  the  colony,  though  not, 
probably,  to  the  extent  which  the  honourable 
gentleman  proposes ;  but  I  think  our  daty 
should,  first,  have  been  to  see  how  far  every 
person  in  the  colony  was  bearing  his  fair  pro- 
portion of  the  burdens.  It  must  be  evident  to 
every  member  of  this  House,  and  to  every 
one  who  considers  the  matter,  that  there  are  a 
large  number  of  people  in  the  colony  who  are 
not  bearing  their  fair  proportion  of  taxation. 
This  must  be  evident  to  the  House  when  it 
considers  the  papers  presented  by  the  late 
Government,  and  sees  exactly  how  the  pro- 
perty is  divided.  And,  then,  it  must  be  evident 
that  those  who  hold  large  properties  are  shot- 
ting them  up  to  the  exclusion  of  those  who 
would  occupy  them  profitably,  those  who  would 
produce  greater  wealth  than  the  present  owners, 
and  also  increase  the  Customs  returns  very  much 
indeed.  No  one  who  considers  the  position  of 
the  country,  and  looks  through  the  statements 
that  have  been  submitted,  can  arrive  at  any 
other  conolu.sion  than  that  the  Customs  is  one 
of  the  causes  whereby  the  present  crisis  has 
been  brought  about.  It  must  be  evident  also, 
to  any  one  who  considers  it,  that  the  indebted- 
ness of  private  individuals  is  one  of  the  causes  of 
the  present  trouble.  People  have,  in  their  greedi- 
ness, grasped  large  tracts  of  land  which  they 
cannot  use  profitably  themselves,  and  which 
they  prevent  other  people  from  using  profit- 
ably ;  and  they  have,  in  consequence,  to  send 
out  large  sums  of  money  to  the  foreign  credi- 
tor. The  private  indebtedness  of  this  colony  is 
estimated  to  be  about  sixty  millions  of  money, 
and  the  interest  payable  on  that  money  is 
about  three  millions ;  and,  if  you  come  to  look 
at  the  value  of  the  produce  of  the  oolony,  yon 
see  at  once  how  much  this  is  the  cause  of  the 
depression.  There  is  no  doubt  that  our  powers 
of  production  are  much  too  limited,  becanse 
the  best  parts  of  the  country  are  not  carrying 
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the  popniation  that  they  should  do.  They  are 
occupied  by  sheep,  in  connection  with  which 
there  is  the  least  labour  employed ;  and  so  the 
land  does  not  sapport  the  poptuation  it  should. 
Kow,  we  produce  from  ouz  wool  something 
like  £3,367,000;  from  gold,  about  a  million; 
from  the  agricultural  products  we  get  about 
£620,000 ;  from  sheep,  mutton,  and  preserved 
meats,  about  £680,000;  forests,  kauri -gum, 
&e.,  yield  about  £117,000;  and  from  other 
manofactnres,  fish,  &c.,  we  get  £200,000.  Now, 
we  are  not  i«oducing  nearly  enough  to  pay 
for  the  goods  we  import  and  for  the  interest 
which  we  send  out  of  the  colony.  Setting 
apart  the  amount  paid  by  the  Government  and 
the  sums  which  they  send  out,  and  what  is 
required  for  the  purchase  of  goods,  we  have  to 
send  out  seven  millions.  The  private  indebted- 
ness, added  to  this,  brings  up  the  sum  which  we 
have  to  send  out  to  about  ten  millions.  We 
send  out  produce  to  the  amount  of  seven  mil- 
lions to  meet  that.  So  that,  if  you  taJce  a  mil- 
lion for  profits,  there  is  no  doubt  whatever  that 
the  colony  is  now,  and  has  been  for  a  number 
of  years,  sending  out  a  million  or  two  mil- 
lions beyond  what  it  has  been  producing.  This 
we  have  done  by  borrowing,  and  this  we  shall 
have  to  do  by  borrowing,  or  great  trouble  will 
come  upon  us.  Our  Customs  revenue  this  year 
is  estimated  to  yield  a  million  and  a  quarter ; 
but  I  would  point  out  that  if  these  large 
landed  properties  were  taxed  to  the  extent 
they  should  pay  they  would  yield  us  far  more 
than  the  sum  they  do  pay.  In  the  South 
Island  alone  there  are  ninety  estates  which 
total  in  area  something  Like  three  millions  of 
acres,  and  the  whole  population  upon  these 
nms,  upon  these  vast  tracts  of  land,  amounts 
to  something  like  two  thousand  seven  hundred 
people.  I  doubt  whether  more  than  thirty  people 
are  employed  on  each  of  these  vast  estates,  tak- 
ing the  average.  These  estates  should  carry — 
and  if  they  were  properly  taxed  they  soon  would 
carry  —  a  hundred  aund  thirty-two  thousand 
people.  There  is  no  doubt  in  my  mind  that 
one  of  the  great  causes  of  the  failure  of  the 
late  Government  was  their  proposal  to  impose 
a  progressive  property-tax.  The  late  Premier 
stated  in  his  place  that  that  was  one  of  the  great 
reasons  of  the  opposition  he  experienced.  For 
that  cause  alone  all  the  great  influence  of  the 
banks  and  loan  corporations  and  others  was 
brought  to  bear  upon  the  elections. '  I  do  not 
believe  there  is  a  single  member  of  this  House 
whose  election  was  not  influenced  very  much  by 
the  power  which  they  brought  to  bear  upon 
it.  There  is  no  doubt  whatever  that  a  vast 
influence  was  exercised  by  those  people,  and 
that  that  was  the  cause  of  the  defeat  of  the  late 
Government.  I  very  much  regret  not  to  have 
heard  in  any  of  the  many  speeches  we  have  had 
from  the  late  Colonial  Treasurer  any  reference 
to  this;  but  probably  when  the  question  of 
the  Property-tax  Bill  arises  that  will  give  him 
the  host  opportunity  of  calling  attention  to  it. 
Of  course  we  are  met  with  a  very  fair  objec- 
tion. It  is  said,  "  Very  well ;  these  men  bought 
the  estates ;  they  have  paid  for  them,  and  they 
have  a  right  to  do  what  they  like  with  their 


own."  It  seems  to  me  that  that  is  a  feasible 
argument,  and  I  know  it  meets  with  general 
approbation,  because  there  is  always  that  feel- 
ing amongst  English  people  that  every  man 
has  a  right  to  do  what  he  likes  with  his 
own.  The  unfortunate  thing  is,  that  we  are 
in  the  position  of  having  borrowed  £34,000,000, 
and  of  having  spent  that  money  in  giving 
increased  value  to  lucse  estates ;  and  not  only 
have  we  done  that,  but  we  have  done  it  on 
the  assumption  that  this  land  would  be  used 
in  the  interests  of  the  Government.  We  have 
borrowed  money  in  order  to  settle  people  on 
these  properties,  with  the  hope  that  with  the 
increased  population  we  should  be  able  not 
only  to  pay  interest  on  the  money,  but  to  in- 
crease the  prosperity  and  happiness  of  the 
country;  and,  if  any  Government  is  going  to 
allow  the  holders  of  these  large  propsrbies  to 
retain  possession  of  them  without  contributing 
a  fair  proportion  to  the  necessities  of  the  State 
it  will  be  acting  unjustly  and  unwisely.  In 
the  papers  laid  before  the  House  by  the  late 
Colonial  Treasurer  we  find  that  34,000  people 
hold  twenty-four  million  pounds'  worth  of  real 
property,  and  that  1,807 peoplehold  twenty-eight 
millions'  worth  of  property.  The  fair  inference 
to  be  drawn  from  that  is  that  those  who  hold 
large  possessions  should  pay  a  larger  proporty- 
toz  than  the  small  holders.  If  land  and  labour 
give  wealth,  then  they  have  all  that  gives  wealth. 
These  properties  should  pay  for  the  money  that 
has  been  expended  in  giving  them  increased 
value.  It  is  a  fair  argument  to  say,  "I  have 
paid  for  these  lands,  and  have  a  perfect  right  to 
do  with  them  as  I  like.  It  is  no  matter  of  the 
State's  what  I  do  with  them ;  they  are  my  pro- 
perty." But  then  the  State  would  immediately 
step  in  upon  this  ground,  and  tell  the  owners 
that  they  held  large  properties  from  which  the 
State  had  the  right  to  expect  to  derive  revenue. 
I  will  take  one  of  these  estates  that  I  know  of 
— an  estate  of  forty  thousand  acres.  It  is  one  of 
the  best  in  the  colony,  and  it  has  on  it  ten  per- 
sons besides  the  owners — that  is  to  say,  there 
are  twenty-two  people  on  the  whole  of  that 
valuable  country,— and  it  is  withLu  ten  miles 
6t  a  railway,  and  is  the  finest  wheat-producing 
land  in  the  country.  '  On  that  land  we  have 
twenty  people,  contributing  to  the  Customs 
duties,  say,  £3  a  year  per  head ;  so  that  the  State 
derives  from  that  property  £66  a  year  beyond 
what  is  paid  in  property-tax.  This  property  is 
capable  of  settling  two  thousand  people,  besides 
giving  indirect  benefit  to  a  large  number  of 
other  people,  arising  from  the  trade  that  would 
be  created  by  so  many  settlers ;  so  that  from 
that  land  alone  the  State  is  losing  £10,000  a 
year,  in  consequence  of  this  property  not  being 
sufficiently  occupied.  Then  comes  the  ques- 
tion. How  for  is  it  the  duty  of  the  Government, 
under  these  circumstances,  to  tax  these  hold- 
ings, and  to  what  extent  should  they  be  taxed  7 
If  the  State  taxes  them  to  the  extent  of  its  loss 
upon  such  a  property,  it  would  tax  such  a  one 
as  that  mentioned  to  the  extent  of  £10,000  a 
year:  but  it  may  be  said  that  the  estate  is 
heavily  mortgaged,  and  could  not  pay  the  taxa- 
tion ; '  and  in  that  case  it  should  be  taxed  until 
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it  is  out  up  and  sold.  We  take  oui  indebted- 
ness, I  think,  as  a  matter  of  too  little  con- 
sequence. Let  us  for  a  moment  think  of  what 
the  honourable  member  for  Auckland  Central 
stated ;  compare  ourselves  with  England,  and 
imagine  England  sending  out  interest  on  her 
national  debt  —  £750,000,000  —  sending  it  to 
China,  draining  it  out  of  the  country.  How 
long  would  England  be  a  first-class,  a  second- 
class,  or  even  a  third-class  Power  if  that  were 
done  ?  But  there  is  this  other  side  of  the 
question  to  be  considered:  Suppose  she  was 
not  only  sending  that  out,  but  that  she  was 
sending  out,  too,  the  interest  on  her  private 
indebtedness— sending  out  for  that  double  the 
amount  of  money  sent  as  interest  on  the 
national  debt — what  would  be  the  result  ?  The 
thing  is  self-evident :  to  any  country  it  would 
mean  ruin ;  but  here  we  sit,  with  the  mobt  com- 
plete stupidness,  and  we  say  we  will  willingly 
out  down  everything,  but  we  are  not  going  to 
propose  any  remedy.  I  should  have  hoped  that 
in  any  scheme  brought  fonvard  by  the  Colo- 
nial Treasurer  that  would  be  considered ;  but 
he  has  probably  taken  warning  from  the  fate 
of  his  predecessor,  and  thinks  that  it  is  a  thing 
to  be  avoided.  But  it  is  a  question  that,  in 
the  interests  of  the  colony,  should  be  brought 
forward  and  debated.  We  ore  told  that  it  is 
contrary  to  Stuart  Mill  or  to  Adam  Smitli  to 
propose  progressive  taxation ;  but  I  do  not 
think  our  ideas  of  political  economy  are  to  be 
stereotyped  becauBo  Adam  Smith  or  Stuart 
Mill  said  such-and-such  a  thing.  Notwith- 
standing what  might  have  been  said  to  the 
contrary,  progressive  taxation  is  just  and  fair.  I 
am  not  going  to  enter  at  any  great  length  into 
this  question,  but  will  just  briefly  mention  the 
objections  I  feel  to  the  Statement.  The  State- 
ment proposes  to  retrench  during  the  present 
session  to  the  amount  of  £71,000,  and  the  table 
of  revenue  and  expenditure  appended  by  the 
Colonial  Treasurer  points  to  retrenchment  to 
the  extent  of  £800,000  during  the  next  twelve 
months.  I  do  not  kuow  whether  the  honour- 
able gentleman — he  will  pardon  me  for  saying 
so — has  considered  what  the  effect  of  the  re- 
trenchment will  be,  and  whether  he  thinks  it 
likely  that  he  will  meet  the  House  next  ses- 
sion with  anything  but  a  similar  deficiency 
to  that  which  exists  upon  the  present 
occasion.     Then,  tlie    honourable   gentleman 

Sroposes  to  cut  down  the  public-works  expen- 
itare  by  £27,000  a  month.  I  say  it  cannot  bo 
done;  it  is  impossible;  the  country  will  sink 
nnder  it.  You  will  not  retrench  from  money 
you  are  sending  out  of  the  colony,  but  from 
money  that  is  being  spent  and  is  circulating 
among  yourselves ;  and  that  is  one  of  the  great 
evils  of  it.  If  the  retrenchment  were  such  that 
it  would  not  affect  the  community  here,  but 
simply  save  money  that  was  being  sent  out  of 
the  colony,  I  could  understand  such  a  course 
restoring  prosperity  ;  but  to  take  £300,000  out  of 
circulation  in  this  way  will  simply  intensify  the 
distress.  Now,  there  is  one  thing  besides  the 
severity  of  the  retrenchment  to  which  I  will 
refer,  and  it  is  one  portion  of  the  retrenchment 
which  I  think  the  people  will  not  allow,  and 
Mr.  TumbuU 


which  I  should  be  very  sorry  to  take  any  part 
in.  I  do  not  think  for  a  moment  that  tbis 
House  will  sanction  the  proposal  to  redace  faj 

£60,000  our  education  vote.  I  am  quite  tkirajre 
that  the  capitation  grant  of  £17,000  might  be 
fairly  cut  off,  and  I  think  we  might  go  into  tbe 
question  of  reducing  the  school-age  to  foarteem 
years  ;  and  that,  I  think,  would  give  ample  re- 
trenchment with  regard  to  the  education  vote. 
The  ages  of  the  children  attending  the  scbools 
are  as  follow:  From  five  to  seven  yeaxs, 
21,024;  from  thirteen  to  fifteen,  10,882; 
and  over  fifteen,  2,190 ;  so  that  by  reducing 
the  highest  school-age  to  fourteen  years,  and 
not  by  increasing  the  age  at  which  childreoi 
should  be  admitted  to  the  schools,  a  saving 
might  be  made.  To  raise  the  school-age  of 
admission  would  be,  to  a  certain  extent,  to 
cut  off  those  who  could  least  afford  to  miss 
their  education ;  because  a  great  number  of 
the  82,000  children  now  attending  the  public 
schools  have  to  leave  as  soon  as  they  arc 
able  to  go  to  the  factories  or  to  work ; — they 
have  to  leave  when  about  twelve  years  of 
age :  it  would  be  a  great  injustice  to  make 
retrenchment  at  that  end  of  oiur  education 
system.  There  is  one  part  of  the  cdncaJbion 
expenditure  that,  I  am  sorry  to  tay,  has  not 
been  alluded  to,  and  that  is,  that  it  is  costing 
the  colony  something  like  £35,000  a  year  for  our 
high  schools.  It  appears  tliat  there  are  some- 
thing like  2,143  children  attending  the  high 
schools,  and  that  something  like  £15  per  head 
is  contributed  by  the  State  towards  the  educa- 
tion of  these  children,  and  children,  generally, 
of  very  wealthy  parents.  If  there  was  to  be 
any  saving  effected  in  education  it  would  have 
been  far  better,  before  applying  the  axe  to  the 
primary  -  education  system,  to  see  how  much 
could  be  saved  from  tJie  children  attending;  the 
high  schonls.  Sir,  I  do  not  anticipate  that 
the  proposal  of  the  Qoveniment  on  this  mat- 
ter will  at  all  meet  with  the  approval  of  the 
House,  and  it  is  one  of  those  retrenchments  I 
think  they  must  be  prepared  to  drop.  There 
is  one  item  here  in  which  I  shall  find  myself 
entirely  with  the  Government;  but  I  tun 
bound  to  state  that  I  cannot  see  how  it  is 
possible  to  reduce  £180,000  from  so  small  a 
number  as  the  Government  propose.  There  are 
1,301  people  to  whom  this  reduction  would 
apply.  The  Premier  states  that  there  are 
S,8C2  Civil  servants  whose  income  is  under  £lfiO 
a  year.  How  is  it  possible  from  the  1,800  left 
to  make  the  reduction  which  the  Premier  pro- 
poses on  this  occasion  ?  Setting  apart  £10,S00 
for  Legislative,  which  I  admit  to  be  just, 
and  taking  Defence,  £46,000,  that  would  leave 
£170,000  which  is  to  be  struck  off  from  these 
different  departments.  I  think  the  House  can 
justly  demand  to  know  how  far  this  is  to  be 
done.  The  working  railways  alone  is  £38,000 ; 
and  yet  tho  Colom'al  Treasurer  appears  to  think 
that  there  will  be  some  slight  increase  in  the 
department  during  tho  next  twelve  montliB. 
But  this  £33,000  is  a  sum  about  which  the 
House  should  insist  on  knowing  something. 
The  proposition  for  tho  repeal  of  the  Crown 
and  Native  Lands  Rating  Act  I  imagine  to  be 
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a  vety  josfe  emd  fair  one.  I  shall  do  my 
best  to  support  the  proposal  far  bonowiug, 
because  I  feel  that  there  is  an  absolute 
necessity  for  importing  this  money  and 
giving  employment  to  the  people.  The  sooner 
onr  railway  system  is  brought  to  an  end  the 
better  for  the  oomitiy.  I  think  that,  when  he 
ia  going  into  the  market,  the  Colonial  Trea- 
surer ought  to  calculate  the  exact  sum  that 
will  be  required  to  fill  up  the  gaps  between  the 
difiercnt  lines  ;  and  it  will  be  necessary,  unless 
extraordinary  burdens  are  to  be  laid  on  the 
people,  to  borrow  £600,000,  to  be  placed  in  the 
hands  of  School  Commissioners  for  school  and 
other  bmldings.  I  shall  give  the  Government 
my  most  hearty  support  on  their  borrowing  and 
Grown  and  Native  Liajids  Bating  Act  repeal  pro- 
posals. Of  course  a  great  discussion  will  arise 
'  on  the  Land  Fimd.  I  shall  support  them 
there  also.  It  seems  to  me  clear  that  the  land 
which  has  been  bought  out  of  loan,  and  which 
is  costing  the  colony  something  like  £50,000 
a  year  in  the  shape  of  interest,  should  not  be 
allowed  to  lie  unproductive.  If  the  Government 
can  obtain  what  it  cost  them  tbey  ought  to  get 
the  land  ofl  their  hands,  and  save  payment  of  the 
largo  amoant  of  interest  which  is  accumulat- 
ing from  year  to  year  on  these  different  proper- 
ties. The  Land  Fund  is  not  one  that  will  directly 
benefit  the  consolidated  revenue,  because  it  is 
kept  separate  and  distinct ;  but  we  must  be 
prepared  for  this :  Instead  of  an  increased 
territorial  revenue  we  sball  have  to  consider 
whetiicr  some  considerable  reduction  will  not 
arise  from  it.  A  paper  which  has  been  laid  on 
the  table  shows  a  diminution  of  £11,000  from 
land  handed  over  to  the  Midland  Railway 
Company,  &o.  There  is  another  question,  as  to 
whether  wo  are  raising  sufficient  money  from 
the  lighthouses.  The  cost  is  very  consider- 
ably beyond  the  first  outlay.  It  may  be  said 
that,  if  you  raise  the  light-dues,  eventually  it 
falls  upon  the  people.  WoU,  it  will  fall  on 
the  few  who  travel;  but  that  consideration 
onghtnot  to  enter  into  the  mind  of  the  Govern- 
ment. I  think  the  Union  Company's  steamers 
ahoold  contributo  a  great  deal  more  to  the 
revenue  than  they  do.  As  far  as  (he  Bill  be- 
fore  us  is  concerned,  I  should  scarcely  like  to 
give  an  opinion  upon  the  matter  until  I  see 
how  far  it  is  possible  to  raise  a  just  revenue 
from  the  estates  I  have  mentioned.  I  think 
the  revenue  ought  to  be  increased  from  the 
property-tax  beyond  what  is  proposed  to  be 
raised  by  the  Government.  If  large  properties 
were  taxed  as  they  should  be,  they  would  yield 
considerably  more  than  £200,000  to  the  reve- 
nue. Persons  have  no  business  to  hold  these 
large  properties  to  the  loss  of  the  State. 

An  Hon.  Member. — Take  them  from  them. 

Mr.  TUBN  BULL.— There  is  no  desire  to 
take  them,  but  they  have  no  business  to  hold 
them  to  the  loss  or  injury  of  the  State.  This 
land  ought  to  be  classed  either  as  agricultural 
or  pastoral  land,  and  the  amount  of  population, 
not  sheep,  which  they  would  carry  should  be 
calonlatod.  They  should  be  made  to  bear  a 
fair  proportion  of  the  taxation  they  would 
yield  ii  uey  were  inhabited,  and  were  prodao- 


ing  more  wealth.  In  considering  this  Bill,  we 
must  look  at  the  alteration  which  has  taiken 
place  in  the  condition  of  the  colony  since  the 
£5,000  was  voted  for  the  Governor's  salary. 
Looking  to  the  large  number  of  persons  avail- 
ing themselves  of  the  hospitality  of  the  Go- 
vernor, looking  at  the  position  he  should  occupy, 
that  he  is  the  first  in  acts  of  liberality  and 
kindness,  I  think  it  would  be  much  better 
if  we  fixed  the  salary  at  £6,000.  There  must 
be  very  large  calls  upon  a  gentleman  holding 
the  high  position  he  does  here,  and  we 
should  be  careful  not  to  cut  him  down  too 
much.  Last  year  we  spent  something  like 
£10,000 ;  but  there  was  a  very  great  deal  of 
expense  incurred  in  altering  the  grounds  and 
other  expenses  of  a  like  nature.  But  I  should 
be  very  sorry  to  see  the  sum  insufficient  for  a 
gentleman  to  come  out  here  and  hold  such  a 
high  position  as  he  should  do.  We  do  not 
want  any  example  of  meanness  —  unfortu- 
nately we  have  had  too  many — and  we  want 
our  Governors  to  show  an  example  of  liberality. 
I  think  that  probably  the  Governor  would  be 
the  best  judge  in  a  matter  of  this  kind ;  and 
if  he  has  courage  he  will  veto  this  Bill,  just 
as  President  Grant  had  the  courage  to  veto  the 
Bill  for  the  reduction  of  his  salary  to  £5,000. 
I  doubt  whether  legislation  of  this  kind,  when 
it  got  Home,  would  obtain  the  consent  of  the 
Queen.  As  to  the  other  Bills,  I  shall  express 
my  opinion  upon  them  when  they  are  brought 
forwEu^l ;  but,  if  there  is  an  amendment  made 
to  fix  the  salary  at  £5,000  and  the  travelling 
allowances  at  £1,000,  I  shall  support  such 
amendment ;  and  I  think  we  should  be  doing 
that  which  is  for  the  best  interests  of  the  coun- 
try by  adopting  that  sum. 

Mr.  TAYLOB. — I  find  that  the  discussion  on 
this  Bill  has  simply  resolved  itself  into  a  dis- 
cussion of  the  financial  policy  of  the  Govern- 
ment. Having  spoken  on  the  financial  policy 
of  the  Government,  I  do  not  intend  to  take  up 
any  further  time  in  that  direction.  But  I  con- 
tend that  the  Governor's  salary  as  stated  in 
this  Bill  is  ample,  and  I  should  be  inclined  to 
support  the  Government  in  a  proposal  to  reduce 
it  by  £500  more  than  the  sum  mentioned  here. 
Tho  whole  of  the  trouble  to-night  has  arisen 
from  a  false  expression  on  the  part  of  the 
Premier  with  reference  to  the  financial  debate 
having  been  dead  and  buried,  because  the 
honourable  member  must  have  known  that  the 
honourable  member  for  Parnell  and  tho  honour- 
able member  for  Mount  Ida  have  not  spoken, 
and  he  must  have  known  that  he  would  cer- 
tainly "  rile  "  those  honourable  gentlemen  upon 
a  matter  which  I  think  should  bo  dealt  with  in 
a  different  way.  I  do  not  know  whether  those 
honourable  gentlemen  who  spoke  so  elaborately 
to-night  will  have  a  right  to  go  over  the  same 
ground  on  the  Financial  Statement. 

Major  ATKINSON.— Yes. 

Mr.  TAYLOB.— Then,  I  hope  those  honour- 
able gentlemen  will  abstain  when  tho  matter 
comes  fairly  before  us,  and  will  let  us  go  to  a 
vote  as  soon  as  possible. 

Mr.  W.  D.  STEWABT.— On  looking  at  this 
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Bill  more  carefully,  I  find  tbat  it  is  not  open  to 
the  objection  which  I  said  it  was. 

Major  ATKINSON.— I  am  much  obliged  to 
the  honourable  gentleman  for  that  statement. 

Mr.  WAED. — I  think  it  would  have  been  very 
much  better  if,  instead  of  submitting  an  amend- 
ment to  the  House  upon  the  Act  of  1878,  the 
Government  hod  repealed  that  Act  and  brought 
down  a  fresh  Bill.  I  find,  on  referring  to  the 
Act  of  1878,  that  the  Governor  really  receives  a 
gaUj7  equal  to  £7,500  a  year — that  is,  a  salary 
of  £5,000,  £1,S00  for  expenses  for  his  servants, 
and  £1,000  for  travelling  allowance.  And 
under  this  Bill  the  Governor  will  receive  a 
salary  of  £5,000  per  annum,  £300  a  year  for 
the  Clerk  of  the  Executive  Council,  and  £350  a 
year  for  his  gardeners — £5,650  a  year.  It  is 
also  provided  under  the  old  Act — and  is  to  con- 
tinue under  the  Act  now  under  discussion — that 
the  colony  has  to  keep  the  rooms  painted  and 
papered  yearly,  and  furniture  is  to  be  provided 
at  the  cost  of  the  colony.  It  appears  to  me 
that  the  only  saving  intended  by  the  Act  now 
before  the  House  is  that  of  £1,000  travelling- 
allowance  provided  for  in  the  Act  of  1878. 

Major  ATKINSON.— And  the  establishment: 
£2,500  is  tlie  exact  saving. 

Mr.  WABD. — What  I  am  anxious  to  bring 
before  the  House  is  this :  I  am  aware  of  the 
reason  for  putting  it  in  this  way,  but  I  think  it 
would  have  been  better  to  have  stated  a  fixed 
salary  to  cover  everything 

Major  ATKINSON.— That  ia  not  considered 
to  belong  to  the  Governor.  We  are  obliged  to 
keep  up  the  grounds. 

Mr.  WARD.— There  is  no  estimate  before  the 
House  of  what  that  costs.  I  do  not  think  we 
shall  really  make  the  saving  of  £2,500  which 
the  Premier  says.  Again,  though  it  is  a  small 
matter,  I  fail  to  see  why  the  proviso  in  the 
old  Act  should  be  maintained,  which  provided 
that  the  new  Governor  shall  receive  half  salary 
from  the  time  of  embarkation  for  the  colony  till 
his  arrival  here.  I  fail  to  see  why  Governors 
should,  in  this  respect,  be  treated  differently 
from  all  other  officers.  I  think  it  would  be  quite 
just  to  pay  them  from  the  time  of  arriving  and 
beginning  their  duties.  I  am  of  opinion  that, 
instead  of  amending  the  old  Act,  we  might 
better  have  had  a  new  one  altogether.  I  will 
not  detain  the  House  further ;  but  in  Commit- 
tee I  will  move  in  the  directions  on  several 
points  in  which  I  have  expressed  myself. 

Mr.  WAIiKEB.— I  ask  the  Premier  if  he  will 
not  consider  the  advisability  of  getting  to  the 
financial  debate  again  as  soon  as  possible,  and 
letting  it  bo  finished.  As  far  as  this  side  of 
the  House  is  concerned,  I  do  not  think  it  can 
be  charged  with  unnecessarily  prolonging  the 
debate.  We  have  put  up  mskn  for  man,  and 
we  have  no  desire  for  continuing  the  debate  at 
unnecessary  length.  I  think,  if  the  Premier  is 
really  anxious  to  expedite  business,  as  he  pro- 
fesses, he  might  very  easily,  on  the  last  night 
the  Financial  Statement  was  discussed,  have 
said — as  we  have  often  heard  him  say  before— 
that  he  thought  the  discussion  might  be  brought 
to  a  close  by  a  certain  time.  If  that  debate 
were  finished  I  feel  sure  that  his  Bills  would  go 
Mr.  W.  D.  Steumrt 


on  a  great  deal  better,  and  the  public  business 
would  b«  done  more  quickly  and  with  better 
results.  I  trust  we  shall  not  have  any  more  of 
these  desultory  financial  debates  on  the  second 
reading  of  policy  Bills.  I  feel  quite  certain  it 
is  not  the  right  way  of  proceeding  with  busi- 
ness, and  that  the  proper  constitutional  mpthr.^ 
is  that  the  financial  debate  should  be  first 
closed. 

Major  ATKINSON.— I  cannot  accede  to  lAis 
proposal  of  the  honourable  member  for  Ashbnr- 
ton,  and  I  am  very  much  surprised  that  he 
should  make  it,  in  the  circumstances.  His 
chief  has  declared  that  debate  a  pure  waste  of 
time,  and  I  understood  that  it  was  practically 
finished.  Any  one  who  listened  to  that  debate 
could  not  but  notice  that  no  one  was  regarding 
it — that  the  Opposition  had  completely  failed 
in  the  matter  and  their  case  had  quite  broken 
down,  and  that  no  one  would  listen  to  it. 
There  was  the  least  bit  of  life  infused  into  it 
to-night  by  the  honourable  member  for  Auck- 
land Central,  but,  as  soon  as  honourable  mem- 
bers beard  him,  they  found  that  it  was  tho 
same  speech  as  he  -  had  made  many  times 
before,  and  he  threw  no  new  light  into  the 
matter.  I  say  the  Government  must  condaet 
the  business  in  the  way  they  think  most  coa- 
ducive  to  get  it  through.  The  kind  suggas- 
tions  of  my  honourable  friends  opposite  I  have 
listened  to  too  often.  We  have  given  way  to 
their  suggestions,  even  to  delaying  for  a  week, 
to  give  their  leader  time  to  prepare  his  attack ; 
but,  as  I  have  said  before,  the  honourable 
gentleman  failed  altogether  in  that  attack,  and 
then  he  came  down  and  made  a  second  speech, 
and  said  it  was  useless  to  go  on  with  the  de- 
bate. And  now,  one  after  another,  Opposition 
members  are  getting  up  and  telling  us  it  is 
wasting  time  to  go  on  with  other  business  till 
the  financial  debate  is  finished.  I  venture  to 
say  that  if  I  had  put  Supply  at  the  top  of  the 
Paper  we  should  not  have  got  on  with  Supply 
work.  Any  honourable  gentleman  who  has  got 
an  idea  to  oSer  or  a  speech  to  make  has  an 
ample  opportunity  to  do  it  on  any  of  these 
Bills.  Bid  not  the  honourable  member  for 
Ashburton  tell  us,  on  the  last  occasion  of  the 
financial  debate  being  on,  that  there  were 
twenty-two  members  who  were  going  to  speak, 
and 

Mr.  WALKER.- 1  do  not  like  to  oontradiot 
the  honourable  gentleman,  but  I  must  dis- 
tinctly state,  as  the  rules  of  the  House  do  not 
allow  me  to  go  further,  that  I  have  no  recol- 
lection whatever  of  mentioning  the  number 
twenty-two  in  connection  with  this  matter. 

Major  ATKINSON.— I  do  not  like,  of  course, 
to  contradict  the  honourable  gentleman,  but  I 
must  say  I  think  he  is  mistaken. 

Mr.  WALKER.— The  honourable  gentleman 
lias  an  unfortunate  habit  of  multiplying  things 
by  two. 

Major  ATKINSON.— I  shall  not  multiply 
the  Opposition  by  two  at  any  rate.  I  accept  the 
honourable  gentleman's  statement,  of  course, 
and  will  only  add  that  either  his  memory  oi 
mine  must  be  wrong.  I  was  under  the  impres- 
sion that  he  told  me  that. 
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Mr.  WAIiKEB.— Was  it  diraot  from  me  or 
Uuongh  a  medium  ? 

Major  ATKINSON.— From  the  honourable 
gentleman  himsell,  and  I  understood  it  was 
twenty-two. 

Mr.  WALKER.— I  stated  twelve ;  so  that  is 
neady  multiplying  by  two.  The  honourable 
gentleman  not  having  closed  the  debate  that 
night,  the  number  might  have  increased  aftei- 
irards. 

Major  ATKINSON. — I  was  very  anxious 
that  it  should  close,  and  I  asked  the  honour- 
able gentleman  several  times  it  bis  side  did  not 
object  to  getting  it  closed,  and  I  could  only  get 
a  negative  answer :  there  was  nothing  definite. 
Then  came  the  second  speech  of  the  honour- 
able member  for  Christchurch  North ,  saying  it 
was  useless  continuing  the  debate;  and  the 
honourable  gentleman  having  utterly  failed  to 
make  ous  a  case,  and  the  debate  being  wholly 
disregarded,  as  the  House  emptied  whenever 
any  one  spoke,  I  thought  it  better  that  we 
should  get  to  some  tangible  basiness — some- 
thing that  we  could  get  to  a  direct  vote  on. 
Now,  we  have  an  opportunity  of  advancing 
this  Bill  a  stage  ;  but,  if  we  had  moved  for 
Supply,  we  should  have  had  a  desultory  dis- 
cussion, should  have  done  no  business,  and 
should  have  had  the  same  discussion  again 
the  next  time  that  we  moved  Supply.  And 
the  Oovemment  have  taken  this  course  with 
a  due  regard  to  getting  some  work  for  the 
other  Chamber  to  do.  It  seemed  to  us  desir- 
able, looking  at  the  stage  of  the  session,  to  get 
forward  some  of  the  business  a  stage,  with 
a  view  to  getting  it  to  another  place ;  and  I 
venture  to  say  we  have  the  approval  of  a  lajrge 
majority  of  this  House  in  tfUung  this  coarse. 
We  do  not  want  to  stifle  any  debate,  because 
any  honourable  gentleman  has  hod  a  full  op- 
portunity of  making  a  general  speech  on  this 
Bill,  and  all  will  have  other  opportunities  on 
other  Bills.  Sir,  I  think  it  would  do  no  good 
to  follow  the  honourable  member  for  Auckland 
Central  through  his  speech,  but  there  are  two 
or  three  points  I  will  refer  to.  No  one  who 
heard  the  honourable  gentleman  would  think 
Uiat  it  was  his  Ministry  which  committed  the 
very  sins  which  he  wishes  the  House  to  believe  I 
am  guilty  of.  Now,  the  honourable  gentleman 
blamed  us  for  not  intending  to  deal  with  the 
Insurance  Department.  He  evidently  doubted 
my  statement  that  we  intended  to  deal  with 
tlus  department  as  well  as  with  others.  I 
said  I  did  not  see  any  use  in  mixing  up  this 
matter  with  others,  as  the  finance  of  this  de- 
partment is  outside  the  public  revenue,  and 
therefore  any  reform  of  this  department  is 
quite  outside  the  general  subject.  The  honour- 
able gentleman  must  know  that  the  finance  of 
this  department  has  nothing  to  do  with  the 
consolidated  revenue.  I  am  astonished  at  the 
honourable  gentleman  asking  why  the  ofilcers 
of  this  department  should  be  paid  more  than 
other  officers.  Does  he  not  know  that  the  in- 
•otance  business  is  a  special  class  of  work? 
Why  do  private  companies  pay  more  than  is 
paid  in  other  occupations  ?  It  is  because  men 
oapajble  of  conduotiug  such  business  are  very 


soatoe,  and  can  praoticsdly  command  their  own 
price.  These  private  offices  have  not  the  sam* 
publicity  in  their  affairs  as  the  Government 
Department  necessarily  has,  but  if  we  could  look 
into  them  we  shouid  soon  find  that  they  made 
mistakes,  and  that  our  office  would  compare 
favouiabiy  with  an^  of  them.  If  any  depart- 
ment of  this  kind  is  to  be  conducted  success- 
fully, we  shall  have  to  give  much  higher  salaries 
than  are  to  be  paid  to  Ministers — that  is  to  say, 
if  we  do  not  want  all  the  best  men  to  go  to 
the  private  offices  and  our  department  to  be 
obliged  to  take  very  inferior  men.  Now,  the 
honourable  gejMtleman  said  that  we  do  not  pro- 
pose to  eSect  any  such  reform  as  we  might 
effect  by  amalgamating  the  different  services. 
If  the  honourable  gentleman  had  read  the 
Financial  Statement  he  would  have  seen  that 
we  say  a  great  deal  about  that.  It  is  the  ground 
on  which  we  are  asking  for  the  confidence 
of  the  House  to  enable  us  to  amalgamate  these 
services,  and  make  one  large  service  of  them, 
OS  the  honourable  gentleman  says,  and  to  do 
away  with  the  multiplicity  of  officers.  The 
late  Government,  or  the  honourable  member 
for  Christchurch  North,  went  somewhat  in  that 
direction.  Under  his  authority,  a  certain 
number  of  departments  were  amalgamated  with 
the  view  of  making  promotion  run  through  the 
whole  of  the  department.  Any  one  who  has 
looked  into  the  matter'  cannot  but  know  that, 
if  there  is  to  be  any  real  reform  in  the  Service, 
we  must  proceed  on  these  lines — there  must  be 
a  less  number  of  heads,  and  we  must  give  ad- 
vancement right  through  the  Service:  there  can 
be  no  question  about  that  and  the  honourable 
gentleman  said  nothing  new  in  that  respect. 
The  honourable  gentleman  said  there  were  too 
many  Ministers — that  it  was  not  right  to  have 
six  Ministers  in  this  House ;  we  should  have 
eight — four  Ministers  and  four  Under-Secre- 
taries. Eight  votes  in  the  House  I  That  would 
suit  any  Government  extremely  well,  no  doubt. 
The  honourable  gentleman  was  quite  right 
about  the  state  Ministers  must  bo  m,  in  going 
fresh  to  their  work.  He  said  they  must  go  to 
their  duties  knowing  nothing  at  all  about  them. 
But  do  they  not  go  into  departments  which 
have  thoroughly  trained  official  heads  to  cany 
on  the  work  of  the  departments  ?  The  honour- 
able gentleman  would  have  perfectly  raw  men 
to  carry  on  the  routine  of  the  office  instead  of 
the  permanent  heads.  Ho  would  have  men 
taking  charge  of  the  ordinary  departmental 
work  without  the  slightest  knowledge  of  it. 
Now,  when  a  new  Minister  goes  into  office  ha 
finds,  under  the  present  system,  a  permanent 
head  of  the  department,  who  knows  his  duties 
thoroughly,  and  is  of  very  great  assistance  to  the 
Minister.  There  are  some  Under-Secretaries, 
no  doubt,  who  are  not  so  competent  as  they 
might  be ;  but  that  does  not  afiect  my  conten- 
tion. Now  in  regard  to  the  appointment  of 
the  gentleman  over  the  Insurance  Department: 
The  honourable  gentleman  has  referred  to  that 
several  times ;  and  I  am  rather  surprised  that 
he  has  done  so.  The  appointment  was  mad* 
by  the  Colonial  Treasurer  of  his  own  Govern- 
ment, Mr.  Ballonce.     This  very  appointment, 
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xegaiding  which  the  honoozable  gentleman 
hak  been  railing  at  me  to-night,  if  I  maj 
age  the  expression,  for  having  countenanced 
it,  was  Toaie  before  I  came  into  office.  I 
fonnd  that  this  officer  had  '■been  appointed  by 
the  honourable  gentleman's  Colonial  Treasurer 
on  a  distinct  promise  of  a  particular  salary; 
but  the  honourable  gentleman  so  far  got  the 
upper  hand  of  his  own  Colonial  Treasurer  that 
he  would  not  allow  him  to  give  the  salary 
which  had  been  promised,  so  the  Treasurer 
gave  him  £10aies6— £700  instead  of  £800.  The 
Treasurer  had  so  far  authority  that  ho  was  able 
to  insist  on  appointing  him,  aad  he  was  pro- 
mised that  he  should  have  £800  as  soon  as  the 
Treasurer  could  get  it  for  him.  I  did  not  ex- 
press approval  in  any  way  of  that  appointment ; 
but  when  I  took  office  I  found  that  the  appoint- 
ment had  been  made,  and  the  officer  was  there 
discharging  the  duties,  and  that  he  had  the 
promise  of  a  particular  salary  from  the  Oovern- 
ment  of  which  the  honourable  member  for 
Auckland  Central  was  the  head,  and  I  brought 
down  to  the  House  the  estimates  with  the 
salary  that  hod  been  promised  by  the  honour- 
able gentleman's  Government,  and  the  House 
voted  it.  Now,  that  is  the  scandalous  appoint- 
ment the  honourable  gentleman  said  I  hod  the 
chief  hand  in  promoting. 

Mr.  GUINNESS.— How  did  ho  get  a  thou- 
sand a  year? 

Major  ATKINSON.— That  was  done  by  the 
Board  when  the  department  was  turned  into 
an  Association.  The  House  saw  fit  to  pass 
an  Act  forming  the  department  into  an 
Association.  The  honourable  member  for 
Christchurch  North  was  the  promoter  of  tho 
Bill,  which  I  supported,  and  I  take  my  share  of 
the  blame.  If  any  one  is  to  blame  for  that 
appointment  it  is  the  honourable  member  for 
Auckland  Central.  He  is  the  man  who  is 
primarily  responsible  to  this  House.  He  let 
the  appointment  be  made  ;  and,  as  he  says,  a 
gentleman  wag  appointed  without  having  any 
qualifications  for  the  office.  I  say  the  honour- 
able gentleman  cannot  point  to  any  single 
such  appointment  made  by  any  Government  of 
which  I  was  a  member.  If  he  can,  I  ask  him 
to  do  so.  Then  the  honourable  gentleman  goes 
into  all  my  doings.  Ho  begins  from  1877.  I 
do  not  know  why  he  did  not  go  back  to  1873, 
when  the  Governor's  Salary  Act  was  passed, 
oi  to  1874,  when  the  Ministers'  Salaries  Act 
was  passed.  I  was  in  the  House  then.  I  am 
in  a  most  unfortunate  position.  Whether  I 
am  in  opposition,  or  a  member  of  the  Govern- 
ment, or  a  private  member,  I  am  held  respon- 
sible for  what  occurs  in  the  House.  That  is 
what  he  wants  the  House  to  believe.  When 
the  honourable  gentleman  was  in  a  majority  in 
1887  I  was  able  to  come  down  and  say  that  he 
should  not  have  the  Ministers'  salaries  reduced. 
The  honourable  gentleman  knows  as  well  as  I 
do  it  was  his  own  friends  who  would  not  have 
it.  The  honourable  gentleman  knows  that 
fmte  well.  Whether  tho  honourable  gentle- 
man was  sincere  in  wishing  it  I  do  not  kuow. 

Sir  G.  GREY.— Bead  your  speech. 

Major  ATKINSON.  —  I  am  perfectly  oon- 
Ji(y'or  AtktJiaon 


sistent.     I   have   read   my  gpeeoh.     I    haf* 
been  looking  over  it.    I  expressed  my  opin- 
ions fearlessly,  and  I  gave  a  vote  accordingly. 
If  the  honourable  gentleman  had  done   the 
same,  things  might  have  been  quite  differenti. 
He  thought  nothing  of  voting  in  one   way  as 
Premier,    while   some   of    his   Ministers    n- 
mained  out  and  did  not  vote.    In  1877  I  was 
against  the  reduction  of  Ministers'  salaries  and 
I  was  against  the  reduction  of  the  members  of 
this  House.    For  this  reason :  I  say  a  salary  of 
£1,250  a  year  is  not  at  all  an  excessive  salary 
for  Ministers  of  the  Crown ;  and  I  say  the  same 
to-day.    I  have  said  it  all  through.    I  think  it 
is  only  a  reasonable  salary,  and,  bat  for  the 
state  of  the  colony,  as  I  have  said,  I  should 
be  resisting  it  this  day  as  I  did  then ;   bat 
I  say  our  duty  now  is  to  make  sacrifices  out- 
selves,  and  to  make   them    clearly  and  im- 
mediately, so  that  there  shall  be  no  mistake 
about   it.    This  is   a  question  afiecting   the 
opinions  of  the  people,  that  they  shall  recog- 
nige,  as  we  recognise,  the  great  necessity  for 
retrenchment.    That  is  the  point.    Therefore  I 
say  I  am  perfectly  consistent  in  the  course  I 
ta^e.    I  say  salaries  might  have  been  reduced 
but  for   the    mismanagement    chiefly   of    the 
honourable  gentleman  opposite.    I  do  not  say 
anything  as  to  the  management  of  the  houonr- 
able  member  for  Auckland  Central,  but  I  might 
say  a  great  deal  of  that  in  the  years  1877  to 
1879,  and  I  might  look  at  many  of  the  appoint- 
ments which  were  mode  then.    Then,  so  far,  the 
honourable  gentleman  has  thrown  no  light  on 
this  question.    He  has  really  not  exposed  to  us 
a  system  which  will  do  any  good.     What  is  the 
difiorence  between  the  proposals  of  tho  Govern- 
ment and  those  of  the  honourable  gentleman  ? 
So  far  as  oui  retrenchment  proposals  go  there 
is  no  difEerence  whatever.    There  is  some  slight 
difference  in   this :    We  propose   to    keep  six 
Ministers,  and  he  would  keep  only  four  Minis- 
ters and  four  Under-Secretaries,    Is  that  going 
to  effect  the  salvation  of   the  country?    He 
would  make  the  Service  one  Service  in  order 
that  all  promotions  might  be  regular.      Any- 
body who  has  considered  this  question  knows 
that  to  have  any  effective  reorganization  that 
must  be   done :    and  that  is   the   proposal  of 
the  Government.    The  honourable  gentleman 
laughs  as  if  wisdom  only  lived  with  himself. 
Then  he  said  that  when  he  proposed  to  take 
the  Sinking  Fund  I  resisted  it,  and  then  after- 
wards I  agreed  to  its  being  taken.    Everybody 
knows   that  I  fought   my  utmost  against  it. 
There  is  the  underlying  assumption  that,  whe- 
ther in  office  or  out  of  office,  I  can  do  what  I  like. 
It  is  perfectly  ridiculous.    What  could  I  do  in  a 
minority?    I  fought  against  it.    I  think  that 
nothing  has  done  so  much  harm  to  our  credit 
as   that   transaction.     I  said  that  when  the 
honourable  gentleman  proposed  it,  and  I  say 
exactly  the  same  now.    Then  he  goes  on  to 
tho  question  of  taxing  the  bondholders.    The 
honourable  gentleman  does  not  seem  to  com- 
prehend this  question  at  all.    I  am  astonished 
at  him,  and  he  seemed  quite  astonished  to  hear 
that  we  did  here  just  the   same  as  they  do 
in  England  with  regard  to  the  bondholdeis. 
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The  hononzable  gentleman  does  not  undeTstand 
the  question  'with  regard  to  these  bondholders. 
We  have  to  make  a  payment  not  at  our  Treasury 
here,  but  to  the  Crown  Agents  in  London  on  a 
particnlar  day.  Mi.  A,  the  holder  of  a  bond 
for  £100,  has  been  promised  that  he  will  leoeive 
4  pel  cent.  He  goes  there,  and  gets  it.  Our 
beu^ain  is  to  have  the  money  there  by  a  par- 
ticnlar day.  We  have  to  have  oar  money  at 
the  Bank  oi  England  many  days  before  it  is 
due.  I  say  it  is  utterly  impossible  for  us  to  tax 
those  bondholders,  and  I  will  tell  you  why. 
Beoanse  we  have  agreed  to  have  that  money 
there,  and  I  say  the  Courts  of  England  would 
compel  us  to  produce  £5  for  every  £5  bond  to 
the  Agent  on  that  particular  day.  The  bonds 
which  are  issued  in  the  colony,  and  upon  which 
interest  is  paid  out  of  our  own  Treasury,  are 
taxed  at  the  present  time.  When  the  holders 
come  for  their  dividend  it  is  stopped  from  them 
if  it  has  not  already  been  paid  in  as  jftoperty- 
taz.  That  is  quite  reasonable  and  right ;  but 
the  honourable  gentleman  must  distinguish 
between  the  two  operations.  We  pay  the  man 
£5,  but  stop  it  on  another  account.  In  the 
oUier  case,  we  pay  the  money  in  London ;  it  is 
out  of  our  jurisdiction,  and  no  one  con  touch  it. 
Nobody  would  like  better  than  I  to  tax  the 
bondholders  if  only  it  was  fair,  and  they  would 
be  taxed  at  the  present  moment. 

Mr.  VALENTINE. —They  pay  a  tax  at 
Home. 

Major  ATKINSON.— Yes,  of  course ;  but  you 
cannot  get  awajr  from  the  absolute  bargain  to 
pay  this  money  in  Loudon,  and  as  soon  as  the 
money  gets  to  London  it  is  out  of  our  jurisdic- 
tion altogether.  It  is  under  the  jarisdiotion  of 
the  English  Government,  and  therefore  they 
rightly  say.  Whatever  your  income  may  bo  you 
shall  pay  on  it.  I  should  have  thought  any- 
body could  have  seen  the  distinction.  Any 
attempt,  such  as  is  proposed  by  the  honourable 
gentleman,  would  simply  mean  a  forced  reduc- 
tion of  the  interest  we  have  agreed  to  pay.  It 
does  not  mean  at  all  legitimate  taxation,  for 
by  the  bond  we  are  bound  to  pay  this  money 
in  London.  Then  the  honourable  gentleman 
was  very  angry  with  the  Government  for  not 
having  made  proper  proposals  for  reducing  the 
number  of  members  of  the  Legislative  Council. 
We  have  not  only  proposed  that,  but  I  have 
no  doubt  we  shall  succeed  in  doing  it.  What 
was  the  action  of  the  honourable  gentleman  in 
the  two  years  he  was  in  office  ?  He  made  more 
appointments  than  were  made  by  any  other 
Govemment  in  three  or  four  times  that  time. 
He  beat  the  late  Ckivemment  in  making  ap- 
pointments. Two  evils  do  not  moke  a  good — I 
admit  that  thoroughly ;  but  I  say  the  honourable 
gentleman  has  acted  in  exactly  an  opposite 
direction  to  his  creed,  and  we  have  acted 
according  to  our  oreod.  No  Government  of 
which  I  was  a  member  ever  made  large  ap- 
pointments. We  always  left  that  to  the  G<>- 
venunent  which  succeeded  us.  In  1877  a  large 
number  of  appointments  were  mode.  In  1884 
the  honourable  gentlemen  opposite  succeeded 
ns,  and  they  made  a  large  number  of  appoint- 
ments.   So  that  onr  acUon  has  been  a  reason- 


able and  proper  one — that  is,  to  reduce  the 
number  of  members  of  the  Legislative  Council. 
I  do  not  know  that  I  need  say  any  more.  I 
could  follow  the  honourable  gentleman  farther; 
bat  I  confess  I  have  been  a  little  disappointed 
with  his  speech,  because  I  had  hoped,  from 
his  large  experience,  that  he  would  be  able  to 
make  some  really  valuable  suggestions ;  but 
for  some  reason,  I  do  not  know  why,  he  has 
thought  it  better  to  attack  me,  and  hold  me  up 
as  the  one  man  who  is  the  cause  of  all  the  mis- 
chief in  the  country.  I  am  not  going  to  return 
the  compliment  to  him  in  any  way.  When  we 
get  into  Committee  on  these  estimates  I  hope 
I  shall  be  able  to  satisfy  him  that  I  know  some- 
thing about  the  matter,  and  that  I  shall  satisfy 
him  that  what  we  propose  is  reasonable ;  and 
I  can  assure  the  honourable  gentleman  and 
every  other  honourable  member  of  this :  that 
any  suggestion  in  the  direction  of  making  re- 
trenchment more  effective  and  clear  I  shall  be 
only  too  delighted  to  receive.  I  beg  to  move 
the  second  reading  of  this  Bill. 

Sir  G.  GREY.— May  I  make  a  personal  ex- 
planation? I  have  simply  to  say,  in  regard  to 
the  appointment  to  the  Icsaranoe  Department, 
that  I  did  not  allude  to  the  appointment  which 
the  Premier  has  mentioned.  With  a  quickness 
which  arises,  I  suppose,  from  practice,  he  shifted 
the  appointment  I  was  alluding  to  to  one  made 
in  my  time.  I  thought  I  would  not  shrink 
from  the  thing  at  all,  and  therefore  permitted 
it  to  go  on.  I  would  simply  add  that  I  cannot 
admit  the  correctness  of  the  description  he  has 
given  of  the  appointment  made  at  the  time  I 
was  Minister.    I  will  not  go  into  the  details. 

Major  ATKINSON.— Would  the  honourable 
gentleman  kindly  say  what  was  the  other  ap- 
pointment 7 

Sir  O.  GREY. — I  am  sure  the  honourable 
gentleman  does  know.  He  cannot  tell  me  he 
does  not  know. 

Major  ATKINSON.— I  do  not  know  of  any 
other.  I  shall  be  very  happy  to  explain  it  fully 
if  I  had  anything  to  do  with  it. 

Sir  G.  GREY. — It  appears  there  is  a  mis- 
understanding. I  am  not  alluding  to  an  ap- 
pointment made  in  his  time. 

Major  ATKINSON.— I  wish  the  honourable 
gentleman  to  name  it,  beoause  I  should  like  the 
right  persons  to  have  the  blame  if  there  is 
blame,  or  have  an  opportunity  of  contradicting 
it  if  there  is  no  blame. 

Sir  G.  GREY.— The  honourable  gentleman 
knows  as  well  as  I  do. 

Major  ATKINSON.— Does  the  honourable 
gentleman  refer  to  the  appointment  of  the 
District  Agent  in  Dunedin  ? 

Sir  G.  GREY. — The  honourable  gentleman 
knows  perfectly  well  the  appointment  I  mean. 

Bill  read  a  second  time. 

MINISTERS'  SALARIES  AND  ALLOW- 
ANCES BILL. 

Major  ATKINSON.— Sir,  I  beg  to  move  the 
second  reading  of  this  Bill.  I  do  not  think  it 
desirable  that  I  should  make  any  cosoments  in 
doing  so ;  therefore  I  will  content  myself  by 
merely  making  the  motion. 
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Hi.  TAYIiOB.— This  is  a  veiy  important 
question ;  and,  as  the  Premier  is  aware,  I  have 
placed  a  question  on  the  Order  Paper  bearing 
in  this  duection.  What  I  wish  Ministers  to 
consider  is  this :  that,  in  the  reductions  they 
are  about  to  make  throughout  the  departments, 
it  should  not  so  happen  that  a  subordinate 
should  receive  more  than  a  Minister  of  the 
Grown.  I  am  prepared  to  admit  that  the  Hon. 
tile  Premier  is  one  of  the  best  politicians  in 
this  country ;  and,  if  his  services  are  not  worth 
more  than  £1,000  a  year,  I  trust  he  will  have 
no  subordinates  alongside  him  drawing  salaries 
larger  than  his.  I  merely  mention  the  matter 
in  order  that  the  Government  may  deal  with 
the  subordinates  in  a  proportionate  manner. 
In  one  particular  instance  mentioned  in  the 
return  that  has  been  laid  on  the  table,  I  find 
that  the  Property-tax  Commissioner  draws 
something  like  £1,240  a  year,  including  bonuses. 
If  that  is  to  be  continued,  I  believe  the  Pre- 
mier of  the  colony  should  receive  more  than  is 
proposed  in  the  Bill ;  but,  if  the  Government 
are  going  to  make  proportionate  reductions  all 
round,  then  they  will  have  my  support,  because 
I  believe,  in  the  present  state  of  the  country, 
we  must  have  the  reductions  that  have  been 
indicated.  I  agree  with  the  Minister  in  his 
proposal  not  to  touch  those  salaries  which 
cannot  bear  it ;  but  when  you  see  men  draw- 
ing large  salaries,  such  as  £1,000,  or  £900,  or 
£600  a  year,  there  is  room  for  large  reductions. 
I  put  these  views  clearly  before  the  Ministry.  I 
say  that,  if  the  head  of  the  Government  is 
prepared  to  take  this  sum,  his  subordinates 
have  no  right  to  grumble  at  a  proportionate 
reduction. 

Sir  G.  GBEY.— "I  also  hope  the  House 
will  not  agree  to  this  Bill  being  passed. 
In  my  opinion  the  proposal  is  a  mere  affec- 
tation of  economy.  It  may  be  all  very 
well  for  a  gentleman  who  is  in  receipt  of 
a  pension  of  £1,000  a  year  from  the  public 
funds,  and  who  has  an  ample  private  fortune 
besides,  to  make  such  a  proposal ;  but  I  will 
say  this  with  absolute  certainty:  that  no 
gentleman  can  occupy  the  position  of  Minister 
in  this  town  upon  £1,000  a  year  ;  and  I  speak 
from  some  experience  on  the  matter.  The 
same  testimony,  I  am  sure,  will  be  received 
from  any  gentleman  who  may  have  occupied 
the  position  of  a  Minister.  If  it  is  desirable 
that  Ministers  should  live  in  cheap  lodgings 
and  be  separated  from  their  families,  or  that 
they  should  be  men  of  large  and  independent 
means,  then  I  can  understand  the  proposal ; 
but  I  think  it  would  ba  unwise  economy  to  ask 
public  men  to  occupy  such  positions  at  pecu- 
niary loss  to  themselves.  There  are  very  few  in 
this  House  who  possess  the  confidence  of  the 
House  who  can  occupy  such  positions  except  at 
great  personal  inconvenience.  I  do  not  believe 
there  is  on  those  benches  one  gentleman  who  is 
not  sacrificing  a  great  deal  of  personal  comfort  in 
order  to  serve  the  country.  Unless  we  desire  to 
oonfine  the  Ministerial  benches  to  gentleman 
of  one  class,  it  will  be  quite  impossible  to  obtain 
gentlemen  to  act  as  JUinisters  if  the  salaries  are 
zeduced  in  this  way.     The  ohoioe  at  present 


is  rather  limited.  There  is  now  oonsideiable 
difficulty  in  obtaining  gentlemen  to  ooouot  th* 
position  of  Ministers.  A  very  larxe  nmnbez  at 
gentlemen  are  not  in  a  position  to  do  it ;  aad 
when  Ministries  are  being  formed  those  gentl«- 
men  constantly  refuse  to  accept  office  from 
various  motives,  but  chiefly  because  they  are 
not  yet  sufficiently  independent  to  ba  able  ta 
leave  their  business  to  undertake  the  work  of 
the  country.  I  hope  that  the  House  will  not,  in 
a  fit  of  false  economy,  rush  into  this  redaction 
of  salaries  as  proposed  by  Ministers." 

Sir,  I  have  made  my  sentiments  known  to  the 
House  in  the  speech  just  delivered.  I  will 
quote  from  the  speech  of  another  very  foolish 
gentleman  who  was  subjected  to  much  ridicule 
for  making  it : — 

"What  we  feel  smd  what  we  sincerely  believe  is 
that  a  system  of  gross  eictra vagance  has  grown  up 
in  this  country — a  system  of  gross  extravagance 
in  the  Government,  and  which  has  spread  from 
the  Government  to  other  bodies  in  the  com- 
munity. The  Government  set  an  example,  I 
may  say,  to  the  whole  colony,  of  what,  in  their 
opinion,  a  Government  should  be.  If  that 
Government  is  thoroughly  extravagant,  if  that 
Government  considers  high  salaries  necessary 
for  the  maintenance  of  good  government,  it  is 
quite  certain  that  all  those  local  bodies  we  have 
established  will  follow  the  example  set  them 
by  this  General  Government,  and  that  a  system 
of  extravagance  will  be  propogated  throughout 
the  whole  colony." 

These  two  speeches  were  made  this  day  ten 
years  ago.  The  one  was  from  the  honourable 
gentleman  who  sits  there,  and  the  second  was 
made  by  myself.  He  stood  up  in  the  House 
to-night  and  said  I  hod  at  that  time  a  large 
majority,  and  he  could  effect  nothing.  Let 
honourable  members  look  at  that  admission, 
and  then  see  how  far  what  he  states  is  to  be 
relied  upon.  They  will  see  I  had  no  majority 
at  all.  In  point  of  fact,  in  every  good  thing  I 
proposed  I  was  checked  by  the  honourable 
gentleman.  And  now  he  does  not  hesitate  to 
bring  down  this  very  measure  which  at  that 
time  he  opposed. 

Mr.  BABBON.— As  I  understand  it,  the  Prime 
Minister  does  not  invite  the  House  to  take  him 
as  an  example,  but  rather  to  look  upon  him  as 
a  warning ;  and  as  a  warning  I  thmk  his  ex- 
ample is  of  a  very  salutary  kind.  It  is  to  be 
hoped  that  no  ouier  honourable  member  will 
follow  in  the  footsteps  of  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Auckland  Central  by  endeavouring  to 
discourage  the  very  laudable  efforts  at  reform 
which  the  Prime  Minister  is  making.  For  my 
part,  I  shall  support  him  as  far  as  I  can  in  hu 
reform.  In  this  Bill  I  look  for  a  reform  whioli 
I  do  not  find.  Honourable  members  will  re- 
collect that  in  the  early  part  of  the  session  a 
motion  was  made  by  the  honourable  member 
for  Waihemo  to  the  effect  that  a  reduction  in 
the  number  of  Ministers  should  be  made ;  but 
supporters  of  the  Government  refused  to  vote 
for  that  motion,  simply  because  they  looked 
upon  it  as  merely  an  endeavour  to  carry  a 
vote  of  want  of  confidence  in  the   Govea- 
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xnent.  Now,  howeyer,  the  Bill  is  broa^t 
down  fixing  the  number  of  paid  Ministers,  and 
in  that  Bill  there  is  a  confirmation  of  the  pcs- 
aent  law,  which  provides  for  six  paid  Hinis- 
tets  besides  the  Premier,  making  seven  paid 
Ilinisters  in  all.  I  hope  the  Ctovernment  will 
■Be  their  way  immediately  to  reduce  this  num- 
ber by  at  least  one — that  is  to  say,  to  reduce 
the  number  of  Ministers,  exclusive  of  the 
Premier,  to  five  ;  and  also  to  make  provision  for 
efiecting  a  further  reduction  should  there  be  a 
reduction  in  the  number  of  members  of  this 
Hoiue.  I  hope  that  clause  S  will  be  amended 
so  that  the  number  "  five  "  may  be  inserted 
where  at  present  there  is  six  ;  and  that  clause 
i  will  be  altered  so  that,  instead  of  providing  for 
five  Ministers,  it  shall  provide  for  four  in  cose 
of  a  reduction  in  tbe  number  of  members  of 
the  House.  In  pursuance  of  my  duty,  if  no 
other  member  of  this  House  moves  these 
amendments,  and  if  the  Government  does  not 
see  its  way  to  accept  them  in  the  meantime,  I 
■hall  feel  called  upon  to  move  them,  and  I 
give  notice  now,  so  that  there  may  be  no  mis- 
understanding when  we  get  into  Committee  on 
the  BUI. 

Ht.  moss.— It  was  my  intention,  if  the 
financial  debate  had  proceeded  in  the  ordinary 
course,  to  say  a  few  words  upon  this  particular 
point  which  I  will  now  trouble  the  House 
with.  One  of  the  greatest  objections  I  had  to 
the  Financial  Statement  was  the  way  in  which 
the,  question  of  retrenchment  was  treated.  I 
mean  the  spirit  in  which  it  was  treated.  Ques- 
tions merely  affecting  departments  were  mixed 
up  with  questions  of  large  constitutional  im- 
port. It  seemed  to  me  this  was  altogether 
leading  the  House  astray;  it  was  striking  a 
false  note.  Surely  we  are  not  to  consider  a 
question  which  affects  the  whole  structure  of 
Government  in  the  same  spirit  in  which  wc 
i^anl  questions  that  affect  ordinary  depart- 
mental expenditure.  It  was  said  in  the  Finan- 
cial Stat^ent  that  we  must  show  a  spirit 
of  self-sacrifice ;  and  the  honourable  member 
for  Caversham  has  evidently  taken  that  view, 
and  gives  it  additional  force  by  saying,  "We 
will  show  the  Government  on  example."  I 
hold  that  this  is  altogether  a  wrong  view.  How 
can  we,  in  our  varied  circumstances,  lay  down 
what  it  is  to  make  a  self- sacrifice?  To  talk 
of  self-sacrifice,  it  seems  to  me,  is — I  do  not 
like  to  use  the  expression  —  an  utter  sham. 
Some  honourable  gentlemen  speark  of  it  know- 
ing that  the  sacrifice  they  maJce  is  a  very 
■mall  matter  to  them,  whilst  to  others  it  may 
be  a  very  great  matter.  There  is  no  equality 
in  it.  The  first  duty  which  we  nndertake  in 
all  Parliaments  is  to  ascertain  what  is  neces- 
lacy — no  more  than  necessary,  but  what  really 
is  necessary — to  carry  on  the  government  of 
the  eonntry.  Our  own  forms  tell  us  that  is 
the  proper  conrse.  The  first  thing  they  direct 
is,  to  go  into  Committee  of  Supply.  There 
we  consider  what  is  necessary  for  the  good 
government  of  the  country.  Then  we  go  into 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  and  devise 
how  we  shall  get  the  means  with  which  to 
meet  that  exp^iditore.    But  now   we   have 


people  inverting  tbe  process,  and,  with  wise 
shakes  of  the  head,  talking  of  cutting  our  coat 
according  to  our  cloth.  That  is  a  simile  whioh 
is  entirely  inapplicable  to  our  case.  We  have 
no  fixed  revenue,  no  fixed  quantity  of  cloth. 
It  seems  to  me  that  the  idea  connected  with 
this  cutting-down  of  expenditure  implies  that 
post  expenditure  has  been  excessive,  or  that  we 
are  now  going  to  reduce  the  expenditure  below 
what  is  for  the  good  government  of  the  colony. 
It  means  one  of  those  two  things :  either  that 
we  are  going  to  cut  the  expenditure  below  what 
is  good  for  the  country,  or  else  that  those 
honourable  gentlemen  who  have  had  control 
of  tbe  country  for  some  years  past  have  sanc- 
tioned gross  extravagance  in  the  administration 
of  affairs.  I  hope  the  country  will  look  at  the 
matter  from  that  point.  So  far  as  the  salary 
of  the  Governor  and  tbe  salaries  in  depart- 
ments are  concerned,  those  are  solely  matters 
of  administration,  and  there  is  no  large  con- 
stitutional question  mixed  up  with  them ;  but 
when  we  speak  of  the  salaries  of  Ministers  and 
the  payment  to  members,  then  we  touch  upon 
what  are  decidedly  constitutional  questions. 
These  things  are  mixed  up  together  in  a  most 
incongruous  way  in  the  Financial  Statement. 
What  we  have  to  consider  is  the  fair  and 
moderate  payment  for  performing  public  duties. 
The  country  has  not  come  to  that  stage  when  it 
can  call  upon  its  Civil  servants  or  any  other 
individuals  to  put  it  under  an  obligation  by 
making  great  sacrifices  on  its  behalf.  In  re- 
gard to  the  question  immediately  before  ns,  and 
looking  at  it  from  that  point  of  view,  I  may 
say  that  I  think  a  payment  of  £1,000  a  year  is 
sufficient  for  any  Minister  in  New  Zealand.  I 
believe  it  will  induce  Ministers  to  set  a  per- 
sonal example  of  economy  which  will  be  useful 
to  the  whole  community.  I  do  not  regard  them 
OS  objects  of  state  and  show.  They  have  high 
and  noble  work  to  perform,  and  they  occupy  a. 
position  that  ought,  at  all  events,  to  save  them 
from  incurring  any  largo  personal  outlay  to 
maintain  a  position  which  gives  them  dignity. 
I  cannot  help  thinking  that  it  is  a  mistake  to 
speak  of  pay  drawn  by  Ministers  in  the  same 
sense  as  pay  drawn  by  departmental  officers. 
Tbe  two  strongest  passions  that  possess  any  of 
us  are,  perhaps,  ambition  and  avarice ;  and  I 
hold  that  it  is  a  sound  principle  not  to  gratify 
both  of  those  passions  in  the  same  office.  If 
you  appoint  a  fellow-citizen  to  a  position  of 
great  dignity,  do  not  add  to  it  great  pay ;  for, 
if  you  do,  it  may  moke  that  office  unworthily 
sought  after.  Now,  the  position  of  a  Minister  is 
a  very  high  one,  and  one  that  we  should  all  be 
proud  to  occupy ;  and  it  should  bo  sufficient  to 
have  the  dignity  and  a  rate  of  pay  attached  to 
it  such  as  will  enable  the  holder  to  maintain  it 
with  modest  decency.  Wo  want  no  show  and 
pomp,  and  for  that  reason  I  think  £1,000  ample 
to  pay  Ministers.  But  I  observe  in  this  Bill 
that  it  is  called  £800  and  £1,000  a  year  with 
allowances  of  £200.  I  look  upon  that  as  mis- 
leading. Let  us  do  away  with  these  allow- 
ances. There  is  no  necessity  for  them.  It 
is  understood  that  the  houses  occupied  by 
Ministers   are   to   be   sold;   and,   if  that  is 
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done,  they  vrill  be  able  to  oocupy  such  as 
their  own  taste  or  circumstances  for  the  time 
being  may  render  suitable.  I  am  satisfied  that 
£1,000  is  ample,  and  I  hope  it  will  be  called 
£1,000  a  year,  and  not  £800  with  an  allowance 
of  £200  added.  I  want  to  get  rid  of  this  idea 
that  we  are  called  upon  to  make  great  self- 
lacriiice;  because  it  must  be  a  sham.  For 
what  are  we  called  upon  to  make  this  self- 
sacrifice  ?  To  put  it  plainly,  it  is  not  for  the 
good  of  the  country,  or,  if  it  were,  each  one 
should  be  called  upon  to  pay  an  income-tax 
according  to  his  means.  This  is  a  pretence  of 
cutting  down  expenditure,  in  a  way  which,  I 
am  sure,  will  seriously  aJSect  the  futre  good 
government  of  the  country.  So  far  as  depart- 
mental and  other  expenditure  is  concerned, 
that  may  be  left  to  the  discretion  of  the  Oo- 
.Temment ;  but  when  it  affects  the  whole  future 
government  of  the  country,  and  practically 
puts  a  property  qualification  on  those  who 
may  ccupy  the  Government  benches,  and  those 
who  may  also  occupy  these  benches  as  honour- 
able members,  then,  1  say,  the  question  is  too 
large  to  be  considered  solely  as  a  financial 
question;  and  I  hope  the  House  will  not  con- 
sider it  in  that  light. 

Mr.  TURNBULL.— I  once  had  the  pleasure 
of  proposing  that  the  salaries  of  Ministers 
should  be  cut  down  to  £1,000,  and  the  objec- 
tion was  then  made  by  the  present  Premier 
that  it  was  a  most  unreasonable  proposition, 
and  that  he  could  not  consider  that  gentlemen 
who  occupied  so  high  a  position  in  the  country 
should  receive  salaries  which  conld  only  be 
classed  with  the  salaries  of  Joan  agents  or  in- 
surance agents.  I  have  always  been  in  favour 
of  a  reduction  of  the  salaries  to  the  amount  I 
have  stated,  and  am  glad  that  the  Premier  has 
now  come  round  to  my  view.  When  we  get 
into  Committee  on  the  Bill  I  shall  have  to 
point  out  one  or  two  matters  which  will  require 
amendment.  The  Premier  has  put  his  propo- 
sitions before  us  in  a  manner  which,  I  may  say, 
is  rather  illusory.  There  are  to  be  a  certain 
number  of  Ministers,  as  stated  by  the  honour- 
able member  for  Caversham,  who  has  sup- 
ported retrenchment  ever  since  he  has  been  in 
this  House,  and  who  supported  me  on  the 
occasion  to  which  I  have  referred.  He  says 
that  five  Ministers  should  be  the  number. 
Now,  I  think  the  honourable  gentleman  said, 
in  his  second  statement,  that  this  depends 
upon  whether  the  House  reduces  its  number. 
That  means  six  Ministers  for  three>  years,  be- 
cause three  years  mnst  elapse  before  we  can 
reduce  the  numbers  of  the  members  of  this 
House,  even  if  the  Bill  be  passed  at  once. 
There  is  another  important  question.  I  agree 
with  the  last  speaker  that  it  would  be  better 
to  fix  the  salary  at  £1,000,  and  let  Ministers 
find  their  own  residences.  I  understand  that 
it  is  intended  to  sell  the  Ministerial  resi- 
dences ;  and  I  believe  that  it  would  be  a 
mistake  not  to  do  that,  for  I  have  only  just 
understood  that  all  the  furnishings  in  these 
houses  have  to  be  paid  for  by  the  country ;  and 
that  must  mean  a  great  deal.  I  think  we 
should  give  Ministers  £1,000,  that  sum  to  in- 
Mr,  Mois 


olude  all  residential  allowances.  However,  I 
think  one  house  should  be  kept  for  the  Premier. 
It  is  an  important  position  which  he  occupies, 
and,  as  there  is  a  constant  inflow  of  visitors  to 
the  colony,  he  should  be  put  in  a  position  to 
receive  thein.  I  am  rather  astonished,  there- 
fore, to  see  that  he  has  thrown  himself  with 
the  other  Ministers,  for  I  think  that  should  not 
have  been  done.  Now,  I  want  to  refer  to  a  paper 
which  was  laid  on  the  table  this  evening- 
That  paper  shows  that  1,140  absentees — and  I 
take  it  that  it  means  individuals,  because  com- 
panies are  mentioned  separately— possess  real 
property  to  the  amount  of  £8,672,741,  and  per- 
sonal property  to  the  amount  of  £5,000,000  and 
over,  bringing  up  the  total  to  £8,785,485 :  that  is 
to  say,  these  1,140  persons  resident  in  England 
own  one-tenth  of  the  real  and  personal  pro- 
perty in  New  Zealand.  I  say  that  snch  a 
thing  as  that  ought  not  to  exist,  and  it  could 
not  exist  if  some  other  system  of  taxation  ware 
provided.  One-tenth  of  the  real  and  personal 
property  in  New  Zealand  belongs  to  1,140  ab- 
sentees— there  is  the  statement.  Five  millions 
odd  of  that  means  sheep;  and  what  does  that 
mean?  That  the  whole  of  the  clip  of  wool  of 
these  sheep  is  taken  to  England,  and  conies 
bock  to  ns  in  no  shape  or  form  to  benefit  this 
country.  How  can  we  wonder  that  the  coun- 
try is  well-nigh  ruined  ?  Unless  some  means  be 
adopted  to  alter  this  state  of  things  the  countrr 
must  drift  into  misery  and  ruin.  It  is  high 
time  that  this  House  took  into  consideration 
some  means  by  which  this  property  could  be 
got  at ;  and,  nntil  some  step  is  taken  in  that 
direction,  it  is  of  no  use  our  trying  to  re- 
trench ourselves  out  of  our  difficulties.  An 
honourable  gentleman  has  said  to  me,  "  A  pro- 
gressive property-tax  I  You  will  drive  property 
away  by  that.  Property  and  money  will  not 
come  here ;"  sind  then  I  heard  that  old  story 
about,  a  man  having  come  out  here  with  a  large 
sum  of  money,  but,  hearing  talk  of  a  progressive 
property-tax,  would  not  invest  it.  This  man 
puts  me  in  mind  of  the  mystical  Jack  Bobin- 
son,  whom  you  always  hear  of  and  never 
see.  "  Some  one  else  had  somewhere  read 
in  some  newspaper."  Why,  a  man  cannot 
come  to  this  country  and  invest  £10,000.  He 
cannot  find  a  property  in  which  to  do  it. 
The  property  of  the  colony  is  all  mortgaggd 
up  to  the  eyes  to  the  loan  companies  and  the 
banks,  and  we  are  sending  out  of  the  colony 
three  millions  a  year  to  pay  them  interest. 
And,  be  a  man  ever  so  willing  to  find  invest- 
ments for  his  money,  he  could  not  do  it,  unless 
he  will  take  barren  mountain-tops,  or  land 
which  is  comparatively  worthless.  It  is  all 
held  by  land  companies,  or  is  mortgaged  to  the 
butside  creditor.  A  man  came  up  to  me  the 
other  day  and  said,  "  You  know  the  North 
Island  pretty  well.  Where  can  I  get  land  ?  I 
went  to  the  Land  Company  at  Oamaru  and 
asked  them  for  land,  and  they  wanted  £17  an 
acre  for  front  sections,  and  £12  an  acre  for  back 
sections.  I  went  to  Paeroa,  and  they  tuked 
the  same  price.  I  went  to  Levels,  and  they 
asked  the  same  price."  How  can  you  expect 
people  to  farm  land  and  get  a  living  from  it 
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at  snoh  prices  as  those?  I  have  pointed  out 
what  -would  bo  the  condition  of  England  if 
she  had  to  send  out  twice  the  amount  of  the 
interest  on  her  National  Debt,  collecting 
no  property- taz  on  it.  The  whole  country 
would  be  ruined.  Can  we  doubt  that  Glad- 
stone, Hartington,  and  Salisbury  would  com- 
biite  to  take  steps  in  the  matter,  to  put  a 
stop  to  such  a  state  of  things?  We  should 
have  them  putting  a  limit  on  the  quantity 
of  land  that  could  be  held,  and  we  should 
not  only  find  them  taxing  the  foreign  bond- 
holder, but  doing  anything  under  which  the 
people  who  were  drawing  this  money  out  of 
the  country  could  be  made  to  pay  a  fair  share 
of  the  taxation  of  the  country.  We  talk  of 
people  coming  here  and  investing  their  money. 
Why,  under  present  conditions  there  is  not 
room  for  the  soles  of  their  feet.  What  is  the 
condition  of  the  banks?  Upwards  of  six 
millions  of  money  lying  on  deposit,  and  three 
millions  at  interest.  The  savings-banks?  A 
million  and  a  half  lying  on  deposit  there. 
There  is  ten  and  a  half  millions  which  would 
be  put  into  land  if  it  could  be  had  at  any  price 
which  it  would  pay  people  to  give.  But  there 
is  no  movement,  no  life.  Consider  the  bank  re- 
turns. A  million  less  discount,  a  million  worse 
off  in  their  assets  than  they  were  last  year. 
The  country  is  going  to  ruin  as  fast  as  it  can, 
because  we  will  not  institute  the  measures 
which  would  be  for  the  good  of  the  country. 
It  is  of  no  use  tinkering  about  retrenchment. 
Your  retrenchment  will  laud  you  in  greater 
difficulties.  Your  position  will  be  very  much 
worse  next  year  than  it  is  this  year.  The 
diminished  expenditure  will  have  its  effect; 
and  when  the  Premier  meets  Parliament  next 
year  be  will  have  to  tell  us  a  much  more 
sorrowful  tale  of  deficiency  than  he- has  told 
ra  this  year.  I  appeal  to  Ministers  to  rouse 
themselves.  There  arc  many  men  in  this 
House  who  would  support  them,  and  endea- 
vonr  to  retain  them  in  their  present  position 
if  they  would  have — I  will  not  say  the  honesty, 
but  I  will  say — the  straightforwardness  to  re- 
cognise the  facts  of  the  case,  and  come  down 
and  make  propositions  which  the  country  is 
waiting  for.  The  country  wants  but  a  chance. 
Fertile?  None  more  so.  Wealthy?  None  more 
so.  In  its  bosom  rest  a  productive  soil,  minerals, 
riches  of  all  kinds.  No  country  can  compare 
with  it.  And  these  things  lie  dormant.  Why  ? 
Because  men  cannot  find  room  for  investment. 
The  lands  are  locked  up.  The  facts  disclosed 
by  this  return  are  the  main  causes  of  this  de- 
pression at  the  present  time.  There  are  1,140 
persons,  and  they  are  absentees,  who  po^ess 
one-tenth  of  the  whole  of  the  real  and  personal 
property  in  the  colony.  The  total  taxable  real 
property  in  New  Zealand  for  1886-87,  as  shown 
m  the  table  to  the  Financial  Statement,  B.-6, 
p.  20,  is  £47,277,142 ;  the  total  taxable  personal 
property  is  set  down  at  £43,505,588  :  total, 
£90,782,680.  And  by  this  return  now  laid  on 
the  table  we  find  that  one-tenth  of  that  is 
owned  by  1,140  people.  Until  some  aJteration 
is  made  in  that  condition  of  things — I  do  not 
know  what  the  wisdom   of   the   House  will 
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devise— we  can  look  for  nothing  but  trouble 
and  depression. 

Mr.  LEVESTAM.— I  intended  to  say  a  few 
words  upon  the  Financial  Statement,  but,  as 
it  appears  that  the  debate  has  collapsed,  I 
shall  not  say  what  I  intended  to  say.  So  far 
as  this  Bill  is  concerned,  I  cannot  support  it. 
I  think  £800  a  year  is  not  sufficient  for  Minis- 
ters, and  I  have  not  heard  any  argument  in 
favour  of  this  reduction — at  least  any  good  argu- 
ments. The  only  one  I  have  heard  was  a  bad 
one.  It  was  mside  use  of  by  the  Minister  of 
Education.  He  told  us  that,  as  long  as  we 
could  get  men  like  the  Hon.  Sir  Frederick 
Whitaker  to  serve  the  country  for  £800  a  year, 
it  was  idle  to  say  that  we  could  not  get  good 
men  for  the  money.  But  I  understand  that 
Sir  Frederick  Whitaker  has  only  accepted 
office  for  the  session ;  and,  if  that  is  so,  cer- 
tainly he  has  not  made  any  great  sacrifice, 
because  for  a  session's  work  he  will  get  more 
than  a  session's  honorarium.  There  is  another 
proposal  with  which  I  do  not  agree  at  all — 
namely,  that  the  Ministerial  residences  shall  be 
sold ;  and  I  see,  at  the  same  time,  that  Minis- 
ters propose  to  increase  the  amount  which  they 
are  to  obtain  as  house-allowance  from  £150  to 
£200.  I  think  that,  when  we  have  Ministers  who 
may  at  any  moment  be  turned  off  the  benches, 
we  can  hardly  expect  them  to  take  their  fur- 
niture to  Wellington  and  ship  it  back  again; 
and  I  think  as  long  as  wo  have  Responsible 
Government  we  must  make  provision  for  the 
Ministers.  Now,  we  are  told,  also  by  the  Minis- 
ter of  Education,  that  this  is  the  first  time 
within  five  years  that  any  attempt  has  been 
made  to  live  within  our  means.  The  honour- 
able gentleman  must  remember — and  he  does 
remember,  no  doubt — that  in  1885  the  late 
Government  did  make  an  attempt  to  cause  us  to 
live  within  our  means  by  increasing  taxation. 
This  Government  say,  "  We  will  not  increase 
taxation,  but  we  will  fund  a  lot  of  the  debt 
and  add  it  to  the  consolidated  debt."  Another 
clause  in  this  Bill  provides  that  the  travelling- 
expenses  shall  nob  exceed  £1,000  in  one  year. 
In  speaking  of  travelling-allowances  the  Minis- 
ter of  Education  said  that,  if  the  late  Govern- 
ment hod  decreased  the  travelling-allowance 
expenses,  they  must  have  been  very  large  in  the 
past,  as  they  were  last  year  £57,000.  When 
the  honourable  gentleman  made  that  state- 
ment he  was  surely  attempting  to  throw  dust 
in  the  eyes  of  the  people.  The  travelling-ex- 
penses of  which  we  were  speaking,  and  of 
which  we  have  heard  so  much,  were  the  ex- 
penses incurred  by  the  Ministers,  and  the 
amount  was  something  like  £3,000  for  the  last 
year,  which  is  said  to  be  the  largest  sum  ex- 
pended by  any  Government,  except  by  the 
Government  in  1879,  when  the  expenditure 
amounted  to  £3,558.  I  maintain  that  £1,000 
for  travelling- expenses  is  not  enough ;  and, 
more  than  that,  that  the  late  Government 
considerably  reduced  the  travelling-expenses 
as  compared  with  what  the  Government  pre- 
ceding them  spent.  If  you  take  the  largest 
amount  expended  in  one  year,  £3,000,  and 
mtiltiply  it  by  the  number  of  years  they  were 
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in  office,  that  gives  £9,000.  Let  us  see  what 
the  previous  period,  from  1879  to  1884,  was. 
It  amounted  to  £12,121  18s.  for  travelling- 
ezpenses.  But,  besides  the  amount  which 
they  had  for  travelling -expenses,  they  bad 
Boyal  Commissions  which  cost  the  country 
£80,419;  or,  altogether,  from  1879  to  1884, 
£42,416  7s.  2d.  was  spent  in  travelling-ex- 
penses. And  what  was  the  result  of  the 
expenditure?  It  was  nothing.  I  will  say,  at 
the  same  time,  that  this  included  the  sur- 
vey of  the  West  Coast,  and  the  expenses  of 
the  Commissioners  of  the  Melbourne  Exhibi- 
tion; but  the  other  expenditure  incurred  was 
such  as  was  no  earthly  good  to  the  country : 
for  instance,  the  inquiry  into  the  constitution 
of  the  Civil  Service,  which  cost  £1,696  lis.  7d. ; 
and  the  inquiry  into  the  commercial  value  of 
the  railways  yet  to  be  constructed,  which  cost 
£2,732  Os.  8d.  Then  there  wore  a  number  of 
other  Commissions :  for  instance,  I  can  mention 
one,  as  to  which  was  the  best  route  for  the  main 
trunk  line — ^the  East  Coast  or  the  inland  route 
— and  after  the  money  had  been  spent  the  Go- 
vernment had  not  the  courage  to  make  up  its 
mind  which  line  should  be  chosen.  It  is  all  very 
well  to  blame  the  late  Government  for  having 
spent  money  in  travelling,  but  I  maintain  that 
the  travelling  they  undertook  did  a  vast  amount 
of  good  to  the  country,  and  gave  a  great  deal  of 
satisfaction.  During  the  time  that  Government 
was  in  office  we  had  no  complaint  that  this 
district  or  that  was  neglected,  and  I  believe 
that  every  district  received  justice.  I  have  a 
large  number  of  notes  that  I  made  upon 
the  Financial  Statement,  but,  as  the  subject 
has  been  pretty  well  threshed  out,  I  do  not 
intend  to  detam  the  House.  I  merely  make 
these  few  remarks  on  the  Bill  now  under  con- 
sideration, and  say  that  I  object  to  it  in  toto. 
I  object  to  the  reduction  of  the  salaries,  be- 
«ause  I  believe  that,  if  we  ask  men  to  conduct 
our  affairs,  we  should  at  all  events  place  them 
in  such  a  position  that  they  will  not  be  sacri- 
ficing themselves  and  their  families  for  the 
good  of  the  country.  I  believe  also  that  the 
travelling-allowances  are  too  small,  and  that  it 
is  very  unwise  to  place  a  limit  upon  them,  be- 
cause, if  you  do,  it  really  means  Boyal  Com- 
missions again,  and  Boyal  Commissions  are 
responsible  to  no  one.  If  we  have  a  Govern- 
ment, it  is  responsible,  and  I  think  its  members 
should  make  themselves  acquainted  with  all 
parts  of  the  country.  I  shall  not  support  the 
second  reading  of  the  Bill. 

Colonel  FBASEB.  — In  the  few  remarks  I 
am  going  to  make  I  shall  confine  myself  en- 
tirely to  the  Bill  now  before  the  House.  I 
shall  support  the  Qovenmient  in  the  reduc- 
tions they  propose  in  this  as  in  their  other 
Bills ;  but  I  decidedly  object  to  the  increase 
in  Ministerial  house-allowances  from  £160  to 
£200,  and  I  also  think  that  the  number  of 
Ministers  should  be  reduced  to  five.  The  pro- 
posal is  to  reduce  them  when  the  reduction 
m  the  number  of  the  members  of  the  House 
takes  place.  That,  we  know,  cannot  possibly 
take  place  for  three  years.  When  the  Bill 
£oes  into  Committee  I  shall  certainly  support 
Mr.  Levestam 


the  idea  of  the  honourable  member  for  Caver- 
sham,  that  the  number  of  Ministers  be  reduced 
to  six  at  once,  instead  of  at  the  end  of  three 
years.  This,  however,  is  a  matter  that  can  be 
further  discussed  in  Committee,  and  I  shall 
not  further  take  up  the  time  of  the  Honse. 

Dr.  NEWMAN.— When  this  Bill  goes  into 
Committee  there  are  two  or  three  amendments 
I  should  like  to  make.  It  seems  to  me  that  a 
clause  should  be  inserted  to  this  effect:  that 
when  a  Ministry  is  defeated  in  this  House  its 
pay  should  cease.  Under  the  present  arrange- 
ment, when  a  Ministry  is  defeated  the  honour- 
able gentlemen  composing  it  have  one  of  two 
choices.  If  they  go  out  of  office  at  once,  ail 
the  emoluments  and  et-ceteras  of  office  go  with 
them  ;  but  if  they  appeal  to  the  Governor,  and 
the  Governor  gives  them  a  dissolution,  they 
can  hang  on  to  office  for  four  or  five  months, 
and  have  all  the  luxuries  and  sweets  of  office, 
and  a  chance  of  continuing  in  office  after- 
wards. It  must  always  appeal  to  them  in 
this  way :  "  Shall  we  go  out  of  office  at  once 
and  lose  all  the  sweets  of  office,  or  appeal  to 
the  country  7  "  I  know  that  in  a  great  majority 
of  cases  they  appeal  to  the  country,  and  the 
country  always  sends  them  back  weaker  than 
they  went  to  it.  These  constant  requests  for 
dissolutions  would  not,  I  think,  be  mode  if  the 
perquisites  and  sweets  of  office  were  to  cease 
on  the  day  of  the  dissolution  of  Parliament. 
And,  even  if  that  does  not  occur,  what  does 
occur  is  this :  that  always  at  the  members  of 
every  Ministry  is  levelled  the  vulgar  taunt  that 
they  are  keeping  office  for  the  sake  of  its  sweets 
and  emoluments ;  if  the  Ministry  were  com- 
posed of  angels  the  same  taunt  would  be  made, 
and  if  any  delay  took  place  it  would  be  said 
that  they  were  delaying  the  elections  for  the 
sweets  of  office.  I  think,  in  the  interests  of 
the  colony,  it  would  be  of  great  advantage  if 
a  clause  were  put  in  saying  that  pay,  house- 
allowance,  and  travelling-expenses  of  Ministers 
should  cease. 

An  Hon.  Meubeb. — Who  would  carry  on  the 
business  of  the  coimtry  ? 

Dr.  NEWMAN.— My  honourable  friend  asks. 
Who  would  carry  on  the  business?  Sir,  it  is 
their  duty  to  resign,  and  not  to  moke  these 
constant  appeals  to  the  country.  When  the 
House  has  met  the  Government  with  a  vote  of 
wont  of  confidence  the  country  behind  it  is 
always  more  against  the  Government  than  the 
House  is ;  and  the  whole  experience  of  the 
Australian  Colonies  for  years  past  has  proved 
it.  As  Lord  Salisbury  said,  "Whenever  a 
Ministry  goes  to  the  country  for  its  verdict,  its 
answer  is, 'You  must  go.'"  I  believe  if  the 
clause  I  suggest  were  inserted  there  would  be 
no  appeals  to  the  Governor  for  a  dissolution, 
and,  at  all  events,  that  a  great  deal  of  ugly 
language  that  is  now  hurled  against  the  Go^ 
vemment  would  cease.  Then,  I  should  like  to 
see  the  question  of  the  travelling-allowances 
considered.  This  Bill  says  they  shall  have 
travelling-allowances  of  £1  10s.  a  day,  but  the 
whole  amount  shall  not  be  greater  than  £1,000. 
To  my  mind  that  clause  is  insufficient.  It  says 
they  shall  not  receive  more  than  £1,000,  but 
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there  is  no  penalty  attaching  to  it  if  they  go 
to  £1,400,  £1,500,  or  £1,600.  It  would  be  like 
onauthorised  expenditure.  We  pass  Acts  say- 
ing they  shall  not  do  it,  but  there  seems  to  be 
no  power  to  restrain  them  from  incurring  extra 
«zpeuditare.  I  believe  it  would  be  a  great  deal 
better  if  a  clause  was  put  in  defining  more 
strictly  what  are  "  travelling-expeuses,"  because 
ve  have  seen  such  a  thing  in  the  past  as  the 
"*  EUnemoa"  travelling  about  with  one  Minis- 
ter, when  the  Union  Company's  steamers 
vece  running  in  all  directions ;  we  have 
seen  Ministers  taking  special  trains  when  they 
■were  unnecessary,  as  they  are  unnecessary  with 
the  regular  trains  running  as  frequently  as 
they  now  do.  And  it  would  be  a  good  thing  to 
have  a  clause  inserted  preventing  the  running 
of  trains  for  Ministers,  excepting  under  coses 
of  grave  emergency.  These  trains,  in  the  post, 
have  cost  the  country  a  very  unnecessary 
«monnt  of  money,  and  there  can  be  no  (ques- 
tion thero  should  be  a  more  careful  supervision 
over  this  expenditure,  either  through  the  Audit 
-or  by  some  other  means.  We  have  known  of 
Ministers,  when  they  might  make  a  journey  by 
the  ordinary  coach  for  £5,  take  special  con- 
veyances and  cost  the  cotmtry  £60  or  £70.  Wo 
have  seen  the  travelling-allowance  of  a  single 
Minister  run  to  six  or  seven  or  eight  hundred 
pounds.  This  Bill  keeps  down  the  travelling- 
Allowances  to  £1,000  per  annum;  but,  if  the 
Ministers  wished  to  be  extravagant,  there  is 
nothing  to  prevent  the  travelling-expenses  from 
being  run  up  to  more  than  £1,000 ;  and  I  should 
like  to  see  the  Bill  made  more  definite. 

Mr.  M.J.  S.  MACKENZIE.— I  entirely  agree 
with  the  Bill  before  the  House,  and  sincerely 
trust  that  no  honourable  members,  for  the  mere 
saJce  of  opposition  to  the  Government,  will  place 
themselves  in  an  attitude  of  hostility  to  the 
retrenchment  which  has  been  demanded  by 
the  country  in  this  and  other  matters.  I  think 
the  Government  are  to  be  congratulated  upon 
having  dealt  with  their  own  salaries  in  the 
radical  and  thorough  manner  in  which  they 
have  done.  Now,  that  is  all  I  have  to  say  on 
that  subject ;  but,  with  your  kindly  permission, 
Sir,  and  in  accordance  with  your  ruling,  I  pro- 
pose now  to  discuss  the  Governor's  Salary  and 
Allowances  Bill.  I  regret  that  I  missed  my 
opportunity  of  saying  a  word  or  two  upon  that 
Bill,  and  will  do  so  now. 

Mr.  SPEAKEB.— I  did  not  say  that  honour- 
able members  could  go  back  and  reopen  a 
debate  that  has  been  closed,  but  that  in  dis- 
cussing money  Bills  the  power  of  the  finances 
to  bear  the  expenditure  mvolved  in  them  was 
within  the  latitude  of  debate. 

Mr.  M.  J.  S.  MACKENZIE.— Then,  Sir,  I 
shall  not  go  back  to  that  Bill ;  but,  as  we  can  go 
over  the  Financial  Statement — I  understand 
you  have  laid  that  down — I  propose  to  allude  to 
the  matt«r  as  dealt  with  there.  A  proposal 
has  been  made  to  save  some  £2,500  upon  the 
Ooveznor's  salary ;  and  the  objection  has  been 
raised,  and  it  is  a  serious  one,  that  it  is  liable 
to  alter  the  calibre  and  standing  of  the  colonial 
Governors  who  may  be  sent  here  for  the  future. 
My  reason  for  saying  a  few  words  is  that  I 


believe  I  have  a  valuable  suggestion  to  throw 
out,  if  the  Premier  will  kindly  listen  to  what  I 
have  to  say.  I  believe  that  neither  the  sum  of 
£5,000,  as  it  is  proposed  it  should  be,  nor  the 
sum  of  £7,500,  as  it  has  been,  is  altogether 
sufficient  to  attract  here  as  Governor  any 
person  in  England  who  has  in  politiceJi  life  a 
good  prospect  before  him,  and,  consequently, 
that  as  between  the  two  sums  it  matters  little 
which  is  accepted ;  but  I  believe  it  is  quite  pos- 
sible to  get  a  first-class  Governor  for  a  smculer 
sum,  and  my  suggestion  is  that  the  Government 
of  this  colony  should  place  itself  in  communi- 
cation with  the  Governments  of  the  Australian 
Colonies  in  order  to  suggest  to  the  English 
Government  that,  for  the  future,  they  should 
confine  their  patronage  in  the  matter  of  Go- 
vernors to  colonists  who  have  achieved  a 
recognised  position  in  political  life,  when  such 
ore  entirely  eligible.  I  know  I  am  not  in. 
order  in  alluding  to  a  previous  debate,  and  I 
shall  not  do  so,  but  I  shall  merely  mention 
that  a  demand  has  arisen  in  some  quarters — a 
very  improper  and  highly  -  injudicious  demand, 
as  I  think  —  that  the  Governors  should  be 
elected. 

Sir  G.  GEEY.— Hear,  hear. 

Mr.  M.  J.  S.  MACKENZIE.— The  honourable 
member  for  Auckland  Central  says,  "Hear, 
hear;"  but  on  this  question,  as  on  some 
others,  I,  with  much  respect,  differ  in  opinion 
from  the  honourable  gentlemcui,  because  what 
he  advocates  is  a  constitutional  change  of  a 
very  grave  character.  But  I  believe  the  same 
object  could  be  attained  if  the  Home  Govern- 
ment would  confine  their  patronage  to  those 
colonists  who  have  achieved  recognised  posi- 
tions, such,  for  instance,  as  Agents-General. 
I  believe  that  no  better  Governors  are  to  be 
got  anywhere,  not  at  all  disparaging  those 
gentlemen  who  have  so  ably  filled  the  position 
in  the  past  in  Australia  and  here.  I  think 
colonists  would  make  excellent  Governors  so 
long  as  they  were  not  sent  to  colonies  where 
their  political  life  hod  been  passed.  There  is 
another  advantage  to  be  gained  from  the  adop- 
tion of  this  plan — namely,  that  politicians 
achieving  positions,  such  as  Premiers  and 
leaders  of  Opposition,  might  be  chosen  Go- 
vernors of  neighbouring  colonies ;  and  I  wiH 
candidly  admit  that  I  should  like  to  see  the  pre- 
sent Premier  and  the  leader  of  the  Opposition 
both  promoted  to  the  positions  of  Governors, 
the  one  as  Governor  of  New  South  Wales  and 
the  other  as  Governor  of  Victoria  or  some 
other  place.  I  do  not  wish  to  suggest,  in  the 
language  of  Lord  Halifax,  that  these  honour- 
able gentlemen  should  be  "kicked  upstairs;" 
but  I  believe  it  is  a  kind  of  promotion  that 
would  stimulate  young  men  in  this  colony  to 
labour  hard  in  political  life,  seeing  that  sueh 
a  fine  prospect  was  before  them ;  and  by  the 
adoption  of  this  course,  instead  of  the  one  ad- 
vocated by  the  honourable  member  for  Auck- 
land North,  we  should  run  no  risk  of  bringing 
about  a  disastrous  constitutional  change,  or  of 
severing  our  connection  with  the  English  Go- 
vernment. I  hope  the  Premier  has  paid  atten- 
tion to  what  I  have  said,  and  will  remember  it 
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on  Bome  occasion,  with  a  view  to  aaggesting  the 
change  I  have  indicated. 

Mr.  ALLEN. — Sir,  I  am  extremely  astonished 
at  the  speech  jast  delivered  by  the  honourable 
member  {or  Mount  Ida.  I  do  not  know  whe- 
ther he  intended  me  to  follow  his  example,  but 
I  think  I  may  say  that,  as  the  example  is  an 
extremely  bad  one,  I  am  not  going  to  follow  it. 
The  question  of  the  Governor's  salary  was  dis- 
cussed and  disposed  of ;  yet  he  rises  up  and 
wastes  the  time  of  the  House  in  discussing  that 
measure. 

Mr.  M.  J.  S.  MACKENZIE.— I  rise  to  a  point 
of  order.  Is  the  honourable  member  in  order 
in  saying  that  I,  in  foUovring  your  ruling,  and 
discussing  a  serions  question,  am  wasting  the 
time  of  the  Housa  ? 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— That  is  no  point  of  order, 
and  I  do  not  think  the  language  was  meant  to 
be  in  any  way  offensive. 

Mr.  M.  J.  S.  MACKENZIE.- It  is  the  expres- 
sion "  wasting  the  time  of  the  House."  That 
has  been  ruled  out  of  order  in  the  House  of 
Commons. 

Mr.  SPEAKEK.— There  is  no  point  of  order 
raised,  and  no  ground  for  the  Speaker  to  inter- 
fere ;  but  probably  the  honourable  member 
would  himself  admit  that  the  proper  time  for 
him  to  express  his  opinion  on  the  Gk>vemor's 
salary  was  when  the  Bill  relating  to  it  was 
under  discussion. 

Mr.  ALLEN. — If  I  have  hurt  the  honourable 
gentleman's  feelings  I  am  exceedingly  sorry, 
and  beg  to  apologize  ;  but  I  think  it  would  be 
trespassing  on  your  generosity,  Sir,  and  on  the 
generosity  of  the  House  if  I  followed  the  ex- 
ample of  the  honourable  member.  I  am  going 
to  get  at  the  point  at  issue  instead,  and  that  is, 
the  Bill  now  before  the  House.  The  honour- 
able member  for  Nelson  has  had  the  audacity 
to  tell  this  House  that  be  saw  no  argument  in 
favour  of  this  Bill.  Surely  he  could  not  have 
listened  to  the  Premier  and  several  others  who 
followed  that  honourable  gentleman.  There 
were  two  arguments  that  disclosed  themselves 
to  anybody  of  ordinary  capabilities :  one,  the 
argument  of  economy ;  and  the  other,  the  argu- 
ment of  example.  Now,  the  economy  argument 
has  not  yet  been  fully  put  before  the  House, 
because  it  is  so  self-evident ;  but  if  the  honour- 
able gentleman  had  calculated  for  himself  he 
would  have  found  that,  whereas  under  the  old 
Act  the  Prime  Minister  got  £1,'750,  and  six 
Ministers  £1,250  each,  altogether  £9,200,  under 
the  present  Act  they  only  get  £5,800 :  that  is 
to  say,  there  is  an  actual  saving  of  £3,400.  I 
admit  that  there  is  an  increase  in  the  house- 
allowance  from  £150  to  £200,  but  that  does  not 
materially  affect  the  question  at  issue.  And, 
then,  there  is  the  saving  of  travelling- allowance, 
which  is  reduced  by  a  considerable  amount — 
from  two  guineas  a  day  to  £1  10s. ;  and  this 
is  limited  to  £1,000  in  the  year.  Under  the 
old  Act  there  was  no  limit  to  travelling-allow- 
ance ;  but  in  this  Bill  there  is  a  limit,  and  I 
think  the  provision  a  very  wise  one.  That  is 
the  argument  of  economy,  and  I  hope  the 
honourable  member  for  Nelson  will  take  it  to 
heart.  He  preaches  economy  so  much  that 
Mr.  M,  J.  S.  Machenrie 


this  measure  ought  to  commend  itself  to  th& 
honourable  gentleman's  support.  Then,  there 
is  the  argument  of  example ;  and  I  must  say 
that  I  was  astonished  at  the  remarks  which 
fell  from  the  honourable  member  for  Pamell — 
a  speech  consisting  of  one  mass  of  inconsis- 
tencies. In  the  first' half  of  his  speech  he  said 
that  the  mere  fact  that  Ministers  were  reduc- 
ing their  salaries  was  of  no  use  as  an  example  ; 
and  then  he  went  on  to  discuss  the  house- 
allowance,  and  said  that  if  they  had  put  the 
lot  at  £1,000  that  would  have  been  a  good 
example,  and  that  example  was  everything. 
If  example  was  something,  I  think  we  may 
take  it  that  the  example  set  by  the  Govern- 
ment themselves  in  this  matter  is  something. 
And  I  think  it  is  one  of  the  greatest  points  in 
the  reductions  that  it  tells  the  country  that 
the  Ministers  are  prepared  for  self-saciificer 
and  that  they  expect  the  country  also  to  make 
sacrifices  in  some  way. 

Mr.  PERCEVAL.— It  is  too  late  now  to  com- 
mence any  new  questions,  so  I  suppose  I  shall 
not  be  accused  of  wasting  time.  I  think  the 
Government  are  to  be  congratulated  upon  the 
motives  that  have  actuated  them  in  bringing 
down  this  measure ;  but  I  must  confess  that, 
in  my  opinion,  they  have  gone  to  the  opposite 
extreme.  During  the  late  elections  no  doubt 
this  question  was  raised  smd  discussed  very 
freely,  and  I  think  the  opinion  of  the  country 
was  very  strong  in  its  denunciation  of  the 
travelling-allowances.  But  I  do  not  think  th& 
country  objected  to  the  salaries  which  Minis- 
ters drew  before.  What  I  wish  particularly 
to  draw  attention  to  is  this :  that  it  would,  I 
think,  be  a  step  in  the  right  direction  if  we  could 
sweep  away  travelling -allowances  altogether. 
I  cannot  see  why  the  salary  should  not  be 
of  sufficient  amount  to  cover  travelling-allow- 
ances. It  seems  to  me  that  that  would  pre- 
vent what  has  occurred  with  every  Ministry 
—  a  charge  of  spending  extravagant  sums  in 
travelling ;  and  I  should  like  to  see  the- 
clause  relating  to  travelling  -  allowance  done 
away  with  altogether.  With  reference  to  the 
house -allowance,  I  suppose  that  was  inserted 
because  the  Government  have  not  made  up  their 
mind  whether  they  will  sell  the  Ministerial 
residences  or  not.  Of  course,  if  they  are  to  be 
sold,  then  it  is  much  better  to  tack  £200  on  to 
the  salary  and  make  it  £1,000  and  £1,250  a 
year — what  it  is  really  meant  to  be.  But,  Sir,  I 
do  not  think  that  £1,000  and  £1,250  a  year  is  a 
sufficient  salary  for  Ministers  of  the  Crown.  I 
thought  that  the  honourable  member  for  Syden- 
ham mode  some  very  pertinent  remarks  on  this, 
subject.  It  seems  to  me  to  be  altogether  de- 
rogatory to  the  dignity  of  a  Minister  of  the 
Crown  that  he  should  not  receive  more  than 
those  who  are  under  him.  We  pay  Judges — and 
Railway  Commissioners,  if  the  Bill  passes — con- 
siderably more  than  that,  and  it  seems  to  me 
to  be  putting  Ministers  of  the  Crown  in  a  false 
position  altogether.  I  feel  sure  the  country 
does  not  grudge  a  liberal  salary  to  Ministers. 
What  the  country  does  grudge  is  an  unknown 
quantity  in  the  nature  of  travelling-allowance. 

Mr.  W.  P.  BEEVES.— In  the  few  remarks  I 
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'Wish  to  nia^e  I  shall  lefer  principally  to  the 
speech  of  the  honoarable  member  for  Dunedin 
East.  I  cannot  hope  to  rival  that  honourable 
gentleman's  emphatic  way  of  laying  down  the 
law  in  this  House,  because  I  am,  like  him,  a 
young  member,  and  I  hardly  apprehend  that 
it  would  be  good  taste  in  me  to  refer  to  the 
"  audacity "  of  previous  speakers,  or  to  de- 
nonnce  ^e  speeches  of  experienced  and  able 
members  of  this  House  as  consisting  of  "  masses 
of  inconsistencies."  Nor  do  I  sit  so  near  the 
Premier  as  to  get  audible  "  tips  "  as  to  the  infor- 
mation I  am  to  give  to  this  House.  Therefore 
my  speech  will  be  a  little  empty  as  compared 
with  that  of  the  honourable  member.  Nor  ha4 
I  the  honour  to  contest  an  election  with  a  pro- 
minent Minister  of  the  Crown ;  so  that  I  have 
not  come  here  ready  armed  with  strings  of 
jdatitudes  on  the  imaginary  sins  and  personal 
extravagances  of  Ministers.  My  views  ore 
therefore  somewhat  different  from  those  of  the 
honoarable  member  for  Dunedin  East.  It 
is  my  dispiriting  duty  to  make  a  useless — I 
was  going  to  say  solitary,  bat  I  am  glad  to 
see  that  I  am  not  solitary — protest  against 
this  theatrical  and  flashy  retrenchment  of  the 
Government.  This  is  not  the  real  thing ;  it  is 
a  theatrical  retrenchment  waved  in  the  eye  of 
the  country,  to  delude  constituencies  into  the 
belief  that  the  axe  is  being  laid  to  the  root  of 
the  tree.  So  far  it  is  not  being  laid.  We  do 
not  know  what  they  are  going  to  do.  But  of 
this  I  am  certain :  that  this  is  not  real  retrench- 
ment in  the  true  sense  of  the  word.  If  it  is 
economy,  it  is  economy  run  mad.  The  result 
will  merely  be  that,  after  reducing  sanuries, 
now  far  too  low,  we  shall  put  up  the  salaries  to 
their  original  figure  far  too  soon.  I  am  not 
opposed  to  a  just  and  moderate  reduction  of 
limisterial  salaries,  but  I  am  opposed  to  reduc- 
ing the  highest  people  in  the  country  to  a  scale 
of  pay  given  to  a  moderately-good  manager.  I 
agree  with  the  honourable  member  for  Christ- 
church  South  that  the  country  should  not  de- 
cline to  pay  its  highest  officers  a  decent  salary. 
If  this  country  is  to  be  governed  by  Ministers, 
we  should  pay  them  with  no  niggard  hand ;  and, 
though  I  admit  that  the  finances  of  the  colony 
are  not  precisely  in  a  flourishing  condition,  still 
I  do  not  think  we  have  fallen  so  low  as  that 
we  need  degrade  ourselves  by  paying  Ministers 
the  salaries  of  second-rate  managers.  I  have 
no  doubt  there  are  gentlemen  in  Welling- 
ton who  are  quite  ready  to  hold  forth  on 
the  subject  of  travelling  -  allowances ;  but  I 
think  that  honourable  members  who  come 
here  from  outlying  districts  will  look  with  a 
jealous  eye  on  any  plan  that  proposes  to 
cut  down  the  travelling-allowances  to  such 
an  extent  as  to  reduce  the  travelling  done  by 
Ministers.  It  is  most  necessary  to  the  distant 
parts  of  the  colony  that  Ministers  should 
habitually  make  tours  of  the  country,  in  order 
to  make  themselves  acquainted  with  local 
wants  and  to  listen  to  local  grievances.  Un- 
Ims  this  is  done  all  our  administration  will 
simply  be  done  by  a  huge  bureaucracy  here  in 
Wellington ;  it  will  simply  be  government  by 
heads  of  departments,  who,  having  Ministers 


always  by  them,  will  keep  them  under  their 
thumbs.  I  look  with  considerable  apprehension 
not  only  at  this,  but  at  other  measures  the 
Ministry  is  bringing  down,  all  in  the  direction 
of  centralising  government.  Land  Boards  are 
to  be  done  away  with ;  there  is  to  be  a  Central 
Board  of  Railway  Commissioners  not  amenable 
to  political  pressure;  and  there  are  various 
other  measures  tending  in  the  same  direction. 
I  do  not  wish  to  detain  the  House  longer,  nor 
shall  I  move  an  amendment  against  this  Bill ; 
but  I  must  raise  my  voice  against  this  retrench- 
ment run  mad,  and  against  this  sliding  into 
Centralism  under  the  guise  of  economy. 

Mr.  WAIjKER. — Sir,  I  must  say  a  few  words 
on  this  measure,  as  I  look  on  it  as  an  example 
meaning  that  the  Government  intend  to  order 
our  expenditure  all  in  the  same  proportion. 
Hitherto  our  official  salaries  in  this  country 
have  been  very  much  on  the  same  scale  as 
official  salaries  in  the  greater  Australian  Colo- 
nies, and  on  a  higher  scale  than  salaries  in 
other  parts  of  the  world.  In  the  North  Ameri- 
can Colonies,  for  instance,  salaries  are  very 
much  lower  proportionately  than  here.  I  will 
not  pretend  to  say  whether  we  have  been  right 
in  the  past  or  wrong  ;  but,  at  all  events,  appa- 
rently, the  voice  of  the  country  goes  in  this 
direction :  that  our  present  circumstances  do 
not  warrant  the  salaries  now  paid,  and  they 
must  be  retrenched.  This  being  so,  Ministers 
have  no  doubt  put  this  Bill  forward  in  the  first 
group  of  their  measures  as  an  earnest  of  the 
reality  of  their  intentions  els  to  retrenchment. 
I  do  not  blame  them  for  that ;  I  think  it  was 
probably  the  impulse  of  generous  and  honour- 
able men  to  do  it,  and  1  will  not  go  so  far  as  to 
say  they  have  mode  a  mistake,  because  I  be- 
lieve the  country  demanded  it  of  them  and  us. 
But  all  I  say  is  that  I  hope,  while  thinking  of 
their  own  salaries,  they  will  also  think  of  other 
high  salaries  in  this  country  ;  and,  if  Ministers 
of  the  Crown  are  fairly  paid  at  from  £800  to 
£1,000  a  year,  it  will  be  a  monstrous  incon- 
gruity if  other  dignitaries  receive  salaries 
nearly  twice  as  large.  The  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Sydenham  has  referred  to  this  subject 
in  a  question  he  has  on  the  Order  Paper,  and  I 
was  surprised  that  he  did  not  touch  on  it  in  his 
remarks  just  now. 

Mr.  TAYLOR. — It  was  entirely  an  oversight. 
I  promised  my  constituents  that  I  would  do  my 
utmost  to  get  the  Judges'  salaries  reduced,  and 
I  will  do  it. 

Mr.  WALKER.— I  maintain  that,  if  the  Pre- 
naier  of  the  colony  is  fairly  paid  with  £1,000 
a  year,  the  Chief  Justice  will  be  paid  as  well 
with  £1,000,  and  if  the  other  Iilinisters  are 
sufficiently  paid  with  £800  the  Puisne  Judges 
ought  not  to  be  paid  more  than  that  amount. 
I  have  taken  out  a  few  figures  on  this  subject, 
and  I  find  that  in  the  North  American  Colo- 
nies they  are,  as  a  rule,  much  more  economical 
than  we  in  the  Australasian  Colonies  in  this 
respect.  In  the  Dominion  of  Canada  there 
is  a  |>opulation  of  five  millions,  and  there  the 
Premier  is  paid  £1,643  a  year,  and  the  other 
Ministers  £1,443 ;  and  the  Judges  are  paid  at 
the  same  rate,  the  Chief  Justice  getting  tha 
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same  as  the  Premier.  Coming  to  the  provinces 
of  Canada,  there  is  Ontario,  with  a  popula- 
tion of  about  two  millions — nearly  four  times 
as  large  as  that  of  this  colony — and  there 
the  Ministeia  receive  £800  to  £1,000,  as  pro- 
posed here,  and  the  Judges  £1,200  to  £1,400. 
I  would  not  reduce  the  Judges  to  the  same  level 
as  Ministers ;  but  these  figures  show  that  in 
that  large  colony  they  pay  less  than  wo  do 
here,  and  far  less  proportionately.  In  Quebec, 
with  a  population  of  about  one  and  a  half  mil- 
lions, Ministers  are  paid  £800  to  £1,000,  and 
the  Judges  £1,000  to  £1,200.  In  Nova  Scotia, 
with  a  population  of  about  half  a  million,  the 
Ministers  are  paid  £320  to  £486,  and  the  Judges 
£800  to  £1,000.  I  think,  at  all  events,  at  the 
present  juncture  Ministers  should  take  this 
jomtter  into  consideration,  and  see  that  salaries 
of  different  high  officers  ara  not  dispropor- 
tionate one  with  another.  Any  reduction 
should  be  proportionate  all  round.  Here  are 
proposals  to  reduce  the  salary  of  the  Governor, 
the  salaries  of  Ministers,  and  the  honoraria  of 
members ;  and  I  think  Ministers  should  also  take 
the  Judges'  salaries  and  every  high  salary  in  the 
whole  public  service  into  account,  and  make 
proportionate  decreases,  whether  those  salaries 
are  fixed  by  Act  or  not ;  and  in  this  they  would 
be  supported  by  every  sincere  economist  in  the 
House,  of  whom  I  am  happy  to  be  one. 

Mr.  STUART-MENTEATH.— It  seems 
strange  to  me  that  an  honourable  gentleman 
who  has  had  so  much  experience  in  politics  as 
the  honourable  member  for  Ashburton  should 
take  so  sordid  a  view  of  the  position  of  a  politi- 
cian. I  would  not  for  a  moment  impute  a 
sordid  motive  in  political  life  to  the  honourable 
gentleman,  but  I  think  he  has  lost  sight  of  the 
true  motives  which  animate,  or,  at  all  events, 
are  supposed  to  animate,  all  public  men.  It 
would  bo  a  disgraceful  thing  for  the  country  if 
gentlemen  who  took  part  in  its  public  affairs 
should  be  actuated  merely  by  motives  of  salary 
— if,  when  aspiring  to  the  proud  position  of  Pre- 
mier, or  to  a  seat  on  the  Government  benches, 
they  thought  only  of  the  emoluments  of  the 
office.  I  do  not  think  that  is  a  consideration 
with  those  who  aspire  to  positions  in  which 
they  can  lugely  mould  the  future  of  a  new 
country  and  guide  its  political  institutions. 
They  do  not  consider  whether  the  salary  is 
£1,000,  or  £2,000,  or  £500  per  annum.  Now, 
the  position  of  a  Judge  of  the  Supreme  Court  is 
an  entirely  different  thing  from  that  of  a  Minis- 
ter of  the  Crown.  It  is  simply  a  professional 
position  taken  by  men  who  have  qualified  for 
it ;  men  who  have  displayed  qualities  which 
are  very  rare,  and  qualities  which  require  a 
great  deal  of  training  and  special  knowledge 
in  order  to  fit  the  individual  for  the  post.  It 
is  entirely  on  a  different  footing  from  that  of 
an  honourable  gentleman  who  aspires  to  a  scat 
on  the  Treasury  benches.  There  is  no  analogy 
whatever  between  the  position  of  a  Ju^e  and 
that  of  a  Minister  of  the  Crown.  I  repeat,  I  am 
surprised  that  the  honourable  member  for  Ash- 
burton should  have  instituted  such  a  compari- 
son in  this  House,  as  I  think  it  is  calculated  to 
lower  the  whole  tone  of  our  politics  if  we  look 
Mr.  Walker 


at  the  Ministerial  position  only  from  the  point 
of  view  of  the  salary  attached  to  it.  I  only 
rose  to  object  to  the  remarks  of  the  honourable 
gentleman  ;  and,  as  to  the  question  of  salaries 
generally,  I  think  it  has  been  frequently  igno- 
rantly  discussed,  and  that  it  has  been  misap- 
prehended by  the  people  of  the  colony. 

Mr.  MILLS. — I  intend  to  support  this  BiU, 
although,  I  think,  perhaps  Ministers  have 
rather  overdone  it  in  their  evidently  sincere 
desire  to  meet  the  wishes  of  the  people  of  the 
colony  by  commencing  the  retrenchment  with 
themselves.  I  think  they  might  very  well 
have  made  the  salary  of  ordinary  Ministers. 
£1,000,  even  if  they  reduced  the  number  of 
Responsible  Ministers,  or  if  they  paid  only 
four  Ministers  at  that  rate  and  had  two  other 
Ministers  holding  the  less  important  portfolioa 
at  a  lesser  rate,  so  that  the  total  did  not  come 
to  more  than  it  will  under  this  Bill.  How- 
ever, I  welcome  the  Bill  as  showing  the  earnest- 
ness of  Ministers  in  their  determination  to- 
effect  retrenchment ;  and  I  hope  they  will  show 
the  same  earnestness  and  determination  in 
every  other  direction,  and  I  hope  it  will  be 
followed  by  equal  earnestness  in  making  a 
greater  reduction  by  lessening  the  number  of 
members,  and  that  honourable  members  will 
equal  Ministers  in  earnestness  when  the  ques- 
tion of  reducing  the  honorarium  comes  before 
us.  Some  honourable  members  have  said  that 
the  salaries  now  proposed  for  Ministers  are  too 
little,  and  that  the  reduced  honorarium  will 
not  be  enough  for  the  positions  of  members  of 
this  House ;  but  I  think  that  in  applying  the 
reduction  first,  and  on  so  considerable  a  scale, 
to  Ministers  and  members  of  the  Legislature 
we  shall  bo  doing  right,  for  the  reason  that  . 
they  have  done  so  much  in  bringing  the  coun- 
try into  its  present  pass.  It  is  only  right, 
therefore,  that  they  should  be  the  first  to 
make  the  sacrifice  that  all  members  of  the 
community  have  to  make  now.  I  do  not  agree 
with  the  honourable  member  for  Ashburton 
that  the  salaries  of  the  Judges  and  other  high 
officers  should  necessarily  share  the  same  fats 
as  the  salaries  of  Ministers  ;  because  the  Judges, 
have  had  a  lifelong  training  for  their  positions, 
and  they,  at  all  events,  have  had  no  share  in 
bringing  about  the  present  state  of  affairs  in 
the  country,  but  rather  the  reverse  perhaps. 

Mr.  WARD. — I  also  am  going  to  support  this 
Bill ;  but  I  should  like  briefly  to  express  my 
views  on  the  subject  before  voting.  I  recognise 
that  the  position  of  a  Minister  of  the  Crown  is 
one  of  a  very  responsible  nature,  and  I  do  not 
believe  the  salaries  recently  paid  are  too  high 
for  those  positions.  But,  no  doubt,  in  the 
present  circumstances  of  the  country  a  reduc- 
tion is  essential,  though  I  should  have  preferred 
to  see  the  salary  of  the  Premier  not  brought 
below  £1,250,  and  those  of  the  other  Ministers 
£1,000.  But,  as  the  honourable  gentlemen 
think  it  desirable  to  go  beyond  that  and  re- 
ducf  still  further,  I  must  give  them  my  cordial 
support.  I  think,  however,  it  would  be  better 
if  the  reduction  were  made  of  a  temporary 
character,  and  not  permeknent ;  because  I  re- 
cognise that  perhaps  in  years  to  come  so  low 
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a  rate  may  deter  gentlemen  eminently  fitted 
from  trying  to  attain  the  position  of  Ministers. 
No  doabt  there  may  be  always  gentlemen 
tiring  here  ready  to  take  the  positions  for  £800 
a  year  or  even  less ;  bnt  others  having  their 
bosiness  in  distant  parts  of  the  colony  might 
not  be  able  to  see  their  way  to  leave  those 
businesses  and  to  remain  here  doing  public 
work  except  at  a  larger  salary  than  is  now  pro- 
posed by  this  Bill.  The  House  must  be  careful 
not  to  overdo  those  matters,  lest  it  lead  to  tliat 
most  undesirable  thing,  class  legislation.  How- 
ever, I  think  that  in  the  present  state  of  the 
coontry's  finances  it  is  a  step  in  the  right 
direction,  and  I  will  support  the  Bill. 

Mr.  GOLDIE.— I  shall  support  the  Bill  now 
before  the  House ;  but,  like  the  honourable 
member  for  Caversham,  I  am  sorry  that  the 
Government  have  not  determined  to  make  the 
number  of  the  Ministry  five  instead  of  seven.  I 
am  pledged  to  that,  and  when  the  Bill  goes  into 
Committee  I  shall  be  prepared  to  move  in  that 
direction.  A  very  great  deal  has  been  said  to- 
night about  the  salaries  being  very  low  indesd  ; 
but  honourable  members  seem  to  forget  that  at 
least  three  of  the  Australian  Colonies  ore  only 
paying  Ministers  £1,000  a  year,  and  Tasmania 
pays  only  £900.  I  am  sorry  the  Ministry  have 
not  decided  to  sell  the  whole  of  the  Ministerial 
residences.  They  cost  £8,600 ;  and  daring  the 
last  eight  years  there  has  been  expended  in  re- 
pairs and  additions  £2,756,  making  a  total  of 
£11,356.  In  addition  to  that,  during  the  last 
two  years  £2,408  has  been  expended  on  furni- 
ture; and  several  public  servants  have  been 
taken  from  their  ordinary  duties  to  attend  at 
these  residences.  I  understand  that  at  one 
time  the  cost  per  annum  of  the  services  of  a 
gardener  at  each  residence  was  £69  9s.  2d. ;  but 
now  three  of  these  residences  have  a  gardener 
each,  and  the  fourth  has  two  constantly  em- 
ployed ;  and,  in  addition  to  this,  tradesmen  from 
the  Public  Works  Department  are  largely 
employed  in  making  repairs  and  additions.  X 
hope  ^linisters  will  see  their  way  to  sell  the 
whole  of  these  residences.  I  think  it  would 
be  cheaper  and  better  for  the  colony  to  pay  a 
house  -  allowance.  I  shall  certainly  support 
the  Bill  as  it  now  stands,  with  the  hojpe  that 
when  it  goes  into  Committee  we  shall  be  able 
to  make  a  further  reduction  by  reducing  the 
nomber  of  Ministers  from  seven  to  five. 

Bill  read  a  second  time. 

The  House  rose  at  five  minutes  past  one 
o'clock  a.m. 


LEGISLATIVE  COUNCIL. 
Tuesday,  29th  Novemher,  1887. 


OoTenunent  Loans  to  Local  Bodies — Ifldland  Ball- 
way  Bevlsed  Contract. 

The  Hon.  the  Speaxbb  took  the  chair  at 
half-post  two  o'clock. 

Pbatebs. 


GOVEBNMENT  LOANS  TO  LOCAL 
BODIES. 

The  Hon.  Dr.  POLLEN,  in  moving  the  mo- 
tion standing  in  his  name,  said  honourable 
members  would  remember  that  in  1886  an  Act 
was  passed  called  the  Government  Loans  to 
Local  Bodies  Act.  By  a  return  which  was  placed 
on  the  table  of  the  C  <  incil  in  the  first  session  of 
this  year  it  was  shown  that  transactions  to  the 
extent  of  more  than  a  quarter  of  a  million  had 
taken  place  under  the  authority  of  that  Act. 
The  Council  would  not  be  indisposed,  he  hoped, 
to  receive  furtlier  information  as  to  the  opera- 
tion of  the  Act,  as  they  would  probably  be  invited 
to  consider  whether  the  administration  of  that 
Act  had  been  so  satisfactory  that  some  inquiry 
ought  not  to  bo  made  into  it  with  a  view  of 
imposing  some  checks,  which  experience  he 
thought  had  shown  to  be  necessary.  It  waa 
with  that  view  he  now  moved  the  motion. 

Motion  made,  and  question  proposed,  "  That 
a  return  be  furnished  (in  continuation  of  that 
presented  on  the  10th  May,  in  accordance  with 
the  provisions  of  section  50  of  '  The  Govern- 
ment Loans  to  Local  Bodies  Act,  1886'), 
brought  up  to  30th  September  ultimo,  and 
showing :  (1)  What  applications  have  been  mode 
under  that  Act  by  local  authorities,  and  which 
of  them  have  been  granted  or  refused,  as  the 
cose  may  be ;  (2)  what  sums  have  been  granted 
or  advanced  by  local  authorities,  and  for  what 
purposes,  and  the  names  of  such  authorities; 
(3)  what  sums  have  been  borrowed  or  raised  by 
the  Colonial  Treasurer,  and  what  wore  the 
then  outstanding  liabilites -and  assets." — (Son. 
Dr.  Pollen.) 

The  Hon.  Mr.  WATERHOUSE  waa  glad  to 
see  his  honourable  friend  taking  a  step  in  this 
direction.  He  wished  the  honourable  gentle- 
man would  go  still  further  in  the  matter.  He 
would  point  out  that  unless  the  Act  was  worked 
very  judiciously  it  'might  involve  the  colony 
in  serious  liabilities,  and  he  therefore  thought 
its  operation  ought  to  be  very  closely  watched 
indeed.  In  looking  into  the  Oazette  from  time 
to  time  he  observed  what  was  being  done  in 
connection  with  this  Act,  and  some  of  the 
notices  had  struck  him  as  being  of  a  rather  ex- 
traordinary character.  The  Hon.  Mr.  McLean, 
last  session,  hod  brought  somo  of  the  peculi- 
arities of  this  Act  under  the  notice  of  honourable 
members.  He  referred  to  a  case  where  a  dis- 
trict was  constituted  with  only  one  voter,  and 
this  voter,  on  his  own  property,  got  an  advance 
from  the  Government  of  £50.  There  were 
others  where  the  voters  only  numbered  two, 
and  others  in  which  he  (Mr.  Waterhouse)  main- 
tained that  there  hod  been  no  care  exorcised  to 
protect  the  interest  of  persons  who  had  no  pos- 
sible interest  in  the  works  to  be  constructed, 
but  whose  properties  were  included  in  the  rating- 
areas.  To  show  how  loosely,  as  he  thought, 
the  Act  was  worked,  be  would  call  atten- 
tion to  a  notice  appearing  in  the  last  Oaxette, 
issued  on  the  24th  November.  There  was 
a  notice  there  of  a  public  body  in  Pahia- 
tua  desiring  to  raise  a  loan  of  £1,500.  The 
notices  were  published  for  three  months,  and 
the  plans  and  estimates  were  published  and 
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exhibited ;  but  at  the  lost  moment  the  proposi- 
tion \;as  changed  into  one  for  borrowing  £500. 
This  was  perfectly  illegal,  and  yet  it  must  have 
been  regarded  as  a  legal  operation :  being 
published  in  the  Gazette,  the  Law  OfUcora  of 
the  Crown  mast  have  thought  so.  He  hoped 
the  attention  of  the  Government  would  be 
directed  to  this  subject.  He  especially  invited 
the  attention  of  his  honourable  friend  Mr. 
Stevens,  because  he  could  appreciate  the  im- 
portance of  the  subject.  He  trusted  his  honour- 
able friend  would  not  allow  the  matter  to  drop, 
but  would  cause  a  thorough  investigation  into 
the  modits  operandi  of  this  Act  to  be  made  by 
the  Crovernment.  If  there  was  not  time  to  do 
it  this  session,  he  hoped  the  honourable  gentle- 
man would  himself  take  the  matter  up  next 
session,  and  move  for  a  Select  Committee  to 
inquire  thoroughly  into  it. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  STEVENS  said  the  Govern- 
ment would  have  this  return  prepared  as  soon 
as  possible ;  but  he  thought  it  right  to  say  that, 
in  connection  with  any  return  in  continuation 
of  the  return  before  the  House  in  accordance 
with  the  Act,  if  the  same  details  were  to  be 
used  it  would  take  a  very  considerable  time  to 
prepare,  and  he  questioned  whether  it  could  be 
produced  in  that  form  within  the  time  they 
were  likely  to  be  iu  session.  In  some  form,  no 
doubt,  the  return  could  be  prepared  so  as  to 
give  his  honourable  friend  the  general  results, 
which  might  suffice  for  his  purpose.  The  Hon. 
ISx.  Waterhouso  had  made  special  reference  to 
the  importance  of  the  attention  of  the  Govern- 
ment being  kept  directed  to  the  administration 
of  this  Act.  He  might  say  ho  would  undertake 
that  the  thing  should  not  be  lost  sight  of,  and, 
as  the  honourable  gentleman  made  a  special 
reference  to  himself,  he  would  endeavour  to  do 
his  best  to  see  that  proper  core  was  taken  in 
all  cases  where  public  bodies  were  seeking  loans 
under  tho  Act  of  lost  year.  The  subject  was 
one  of  very  great  importance.  Honourable 
members  who  were  present  when  the  Act  was 
passed  were  very  much  alive  indeed,  many  of 
them,  to  the  importance  of  the  Act.  Up  to 
the  present  time,  however,  he  bad  not  had  on 
opportunity  of  seeing  how  the  Act  had  been 
administered,  or  rather  used,  by  the  local 
bodies. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

MIDLAND  BAILWAY  REVISED 
CONTRACT. 
The  Hon.  SirF.  WHITAKER.— Sir,  I  would 
first  of  all  call  the  attention  of  honourable 
members  to  what  passed  in  the  year  1884.  An 
Act  was  then  passed  for  the  purpose  of  en- 
abling certain  persons  to  form  a  company  for 
the  purpose  of  making  this  Midland  line  of 
railway,  which  was  then  called  by  another 
name  —  the  East  and  West  Coast  Railway: 
however,  it  is  the  same  railway  as  mentioned 
in  the  Act  of  1884.  The  Act  provided  that 
there  should  be  a  contract  made  between  the 
Crown  and  certain  parties.  In  accordance  with 
that,  on  tho  17th  Januaiy,  1885,  a  contract 
was  made  with  a  gentleman  of  the  name  of 
Chrystal,  of  Canterbury,  and  eight  or  nine 
Hon.  Mr.  Waterhoiut 


other  gentlemen,  to  make  this  railway  witbia 
ten  years.  The  next  step  in  this  matter  was  to 
transfer  their  rights  to  the  company,  and  their 
interests  were  transferred  to  a  company  in 
England,  and  there  was  a  memorandum  of 
association,  in  which  it  was  agreed  that  the 
company  should  take  over  this  railway.  Ta 
pursuance  of  that,  a  deed  was  made  between 
the  contractors  on  tho  one  part  and  the  coai- 
pany  on  the  other  part,  which  was  duly  signed 
and  executed  on  the  30th  April,  1886.  Then, 
the  next  step  in  the  matter  was  this :  In  1886  & 
Bill  was  passed  by  the  General  Assembly  legal- 
ising this  contract  with  Messrs.  Chrystal  ajod 
Co.,  and  authorising  the  transfer  to  tho  Midland 
Railway  Company,  tho  company  having  at  that 
time  been  formed ;  and  the  company  undertook 
to  carry  out  the  arrangements  that  had  been 
made  by  Messrs.  Chrystal  and  Co.  The  clause 
in  reference  to  it  will  be  found  in  the  papers 
laid  on  the  table,  in  the  contract  of  the  90th 
April,  1886 ;  and  in  it  there  is  a  stipulation  to 
that  eficct,  in  the  third  paragraph,  which  reads 
as  follows : — 

"1.  The  contractors  shall  and  will  with  all 
convenient  speed,  and  within  the  toi-m  of  ten 
years  computed  from  the  date  of  these  presents, 
or  within  such  further  time  after  the  expiration 
of  that  period  as  may  be  allowed  in  that  behalf 
under  these  presents,  at  their  own  expense  in 
all  things,  construct  and  completely  finish  a 
line  of  railway  between  Springfield  and  Brun- 
nerton  aforesaid,  and  Brunnerton  and  Belgrove 
aforesaid,  and  will  construct  such  line  of  rail- 
way along  the  lino  shown  in  red  upon  the  map 
marked  '  A,'  hereunto  annexed,  and  known  as 
'  the  Arthur's  Pass  route,'  to  Brunnerton,  and 
thence  by  way  of  Bcefton  to  Belgrove,  or  as 
near  thereto  as  practicable ;  such  railway  to  be 
constructed  and,  when  completed,  to  be  main- 
tained and  worked  in  all  respects  under  and 
subject  to  the  provisions  of  the  principal  Act 
and  the  said  Act  and  of  any  other  Acts  relating 
thereto,  and  also  under  and  subject  to  the  terms 
and  conditions  of  this  contract." 

In  1886  an  Act  was  passed  by  the  General 
Assembly  recognising  these  several  transac- 
tions, so  that  at  present  what  we  have  to 
consider  is,  What  should  be  the  purport  of 
that  contract  which  it  was  agreed  should  be 
made,  with  the  consent  of  the  Agent-General, 
between  the  company  and  the  Crown  ;  and  also 
what  that  contract  should  be  which  is  contem- 
plated in  the  Act  of  1886.  Honourable  gentle- 
men will  find  in  the  schedule  there  aro  some 
provisions  for  altering  the  arrangements  which 
had  been  mode  between  Messrs.  Chrystal  and 
Co.  and  the  Government.  Those  alterations 
have  not  been  made  up  to  the  present  time,  nor 
has  tho  contract  been  altered  in  any  way  as 
provided  in  the  contract  of  April  with  the  Mid- 
land Railway  Company.  The  position,  there- 
fore, is  this:  There  has,  I  think,  been  some 
misunderstanding ;  and  honourable  gentlemen 
may  come  to  the  conclusion  that  what  is  now 
proposed  is  to  do  away  with  the  contract  made 
under  tlie  Act  of  1884,  and  to  msJce  a  new  con- 
tract. To  a  certain  extent  it  is  not  to  be  a 
new  contract ;  but  there  is  a  stipulation  in  the 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1887.]         Midland  BaUway         [COUNCIL.] 


Bevised  Contract. 


105 


Mogmnent,  -which  was  made  -with  the  consent 
cf  the  Agent-Oeneral,  authorised  by  the  Oovem- 
ment,  that  an  additional  contract  should  be 
made;  that  the  contract  with  Chrystal  and  Co. 
shonld  be  done  away  with,  and  that  a  new 
contract  should  be  substituted  with  the  railway 
company:  and  the  Act  of  1886  confirms  this, 
and  provides  that  there  shall  also  be  certain 
alterations  made  ;  so  that  up  to  the  present  we 
are  not  entering  upon  the  question  whether  we 
can  make  a  contract  or  not.  The  question  is, 
what  that  contract  is  to  be.  It  was  stipulated 
between  Messrs.  Chrystal  and  Co.  and  the  Itlid- 
land  Railway  Company  that  there  should  be  a 
new  contract,  making  the  company  directly 
liable  and  responsible  to  the  Crown.  They 
were  at  the  time  of  the  original  contract  of 
1885  merely  assignees  ;  but  in  the  assignment 
thereisastipulation  that  there  shall  be  a  direct 
contract  between  the  Crown  and  the  Midland 
Bailway  Company;  and  in  the  draft  contract 
of  1887  that  is  carried  out.  It  appears  that 
a  draft  contract  was  agreed  to  on  the  14th 
December,  1886,  when  the  matter  was  gone  into 
by  the  then  Government,  and  the  agent  of  the 
Midland  Railway  Company  in  New  Zealand, 
and  Mr.  Brodie  Hoare,  one  of  the  English 
directors.  After  some  trouble  this  draft  was 
prepared  in  the  terms  authorised  by  the  Act 
of  1886.  That  was  agreed  to  by  the  Govern- 
ment, and  it  was  understood  that  there  would 
be  legislation  for  the  purpose  of  validating  that 
contract.  It  appears  that  the  directors  in 
England  were  not  satisfied  with  the  new  con- 
tract in  some  particulars,  and  they  made  certain 
alterations.  Negotiations  took  place  for  some 
time  between  the  Agent-General  in  England 
and  the  company,  and  the  result  of  it  was  that 
no  agreement  was  come  to  as  to  certain  points 
which  the  company  raised  and  which  the  Agent- 
Oeneral  was  not  authorised  to  accede  to.  The 
matter  got  into  the  position  that,  the  Agent- 
Oeneral  not  being  in  London,  the  company 
flamed  a  contract,  which  they  sent  out,  asking 
the  Government's  consent  to  it.  The  then  Go- 
vernment considered  the  matter,  but,  just  at 
that  time  being  about  to  resign,  did  nothing  in 
reference  to  this  contract;  consequently  it 
devolved  upon  the  present  Government  to  deal 
with  the  question.  On  looking  into  the  matter 
it  appeared  to  the  present  Govenunent  that 
what  the  company  required  was,  first,  what  they 
were  already  entitled  to  ;  secondly,  there  were 
other  demands  to  which  there  could  be  no  objec- 
tion; but  there  was  a  third  class  to  which  there 
was  considerable  objection.  The  Government 
then  altered  tho  contract  into  the  form  in 
which  they  wished  it,  and  it  was  submitted  to 
the  company's  agent — Mr.  Alan  Scott.  An 
arrangement  was  then  come  to  by  which 
both  parties  appeared  to  be  satisfied.  The 
papers  relating  to  the  matter  were  laid  before 
the  Council,  and  were  also  laid  before  the 
House  of  Bepresentatives ;  and,  in  the  House, 
aetbn  was  tajken  by  the  Govenmient  by  mov- 
ing that  the  whole  of  the  contracts  should  be 
referred  to  a  Committee  of  the  House.  The 
contract  has  been  referred  to  a  Committee  of 
the  Honse,  and  hononiable  members  will  find 


in  the  papers  laid  before  this  Council,  or, 
rather,  sent  here  by  message,  that  the  House  of 
Representatives  has  passed  a  resolution  asking 
the  Council  to  concur  in  it.  That  was  the  pur- 
port of  the  message  that  came  down  here.  It 
therefore  has  become  necessary  that  the  matter 
should  be  taken  up  by  the  Council ;  and  my 
object  in  bringing  the  matter  before  the  Coun- 
cil to-day  is  to  move  that  the  resolution  passed 
by  the  House  of  Representatives  adopting  the 
report  of  their  Select  Committee  should  be  con- 
curred in  by  the  Council.  It  would  be  quite 
useless  for  me  to  go  through  the  whole  of  this 
matter,  which  honourable  members  have  had 
before  them  for  some  time,  and  comment  on 
the  papers  detailing  the  arrangements  and 
alterations  that  have  been  made  from  time  to 
time,  as  all  the  papers  relating  thereto  have 
been  laid  on  the  table  of  the  Council.  I  think 
it  is  only  necessary  that  I  should  call  the  atten- 
tion of  the  Council  to  the  three  important 
matters :  first,  to  subsection  (c)  of  clanse  2, 
which  is  as  follows : — 

"  (c.)  All  lands  which  from  time  to  time,  in 
the  opinion  of  the  Governor,  are  or  may  be  re- 
quired for  bond  fide  mining  for  gold  or  silver, 
and  the  several  purposes  connected  therewith 
or  incidental  or  conducive  thereto,  and  which 
land  shall  from  time  to  time  be  set  apart  and 
defined  by  Proclamations  to  be  issued  on  that 
behalf ;  but  no  more  than  10,000  acres  shall  be  so 
set  apart  or  proclaimed  in  one  block  at  any  one 
time  ;  and  the  land  so  set  apart  and  proclaimed 
from  time  to  timo  shall  not  in  the  oggregat* 
exceed  750,000  acres." 

The  Government  insisted  on  an  alteration 
of  tlie  draft  contract  as  it  stood,  because  it 
appears  that  under  the  Act  of  1884  there  was 
some  difficulty  as  to  what  should  bo  set  apart 
for  mining  purposes.  Under  subsection  (9)  of 
clause  8  1  apprehend  that  all  that  could  have 
been  taken  for  gold-mining  would  have  been 
where  there  were  actual  workings.  That  would 
have  been  a  very  inadequate  provision,  and 
would  have  enabled  the  company  to  take  a  very 
large  area  of  land  which  undoubtedly  some  day 
or  other  will  become  workable  for  gold-mines  ; 
and  some  portions,  I  believe,  since  that  time 
have  become  so  workable.  It  appeared  abso- 
lutely essential  that  the  Government  should 
moke  some  provision  by  which  they  could  pre- 
vent this  clause  being  used  only  for  the  pur- 
pose of  particular  places  which  were  then  being 
used  for  gold-mining  purposes.  There  has  been 
a  very  considerable  amount  of  discussion  on 
this  clause,  and  between  the  Government,  and 
tho  Committee,  and  Mr.  Alan  Scott — the  re- 
presentative of  the  company  —  it  has  been 
changed  and  altered  from  time  to  time,  and  it 
has  resulted  in  this  special  clause  which  I  have 
already  read — that  is,  that  the  Crown  may 
from  time  to  time  take  such  lands  as  they 
think  fit  out  of  a  certain  area  on  the  West  Coast, 
so  long  as  in  the  whole  they  do  not  take  more 
thskn  750,000  acres.  It  will  be  observed  that 
the  contract  provides  that  there  is  to  be  a 
certain  specified  area  within  which  the  land 
imder  the  contract  is  to  be  taken.  That  area 
has  been  defined  on  a  plan  for  the  purpose,  and 
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consists  of  a  large  area,  containing  some  nine 
million  acres  of  land.  The  Government  are 
placed  in  this  position :  Although  the  company 
nave  power  to  select  land  within  this  nine- 
million-acres  area,  certain  lands  are  excluded, 
bringing  down  the  probable  amount  to  about 
six  million  acres  from  which  the  company  can 
take  their  land,  the  Government  having  the 
power  to  make  a  deduction  of  750,000  acres,  as 
gold-mining  appears  to  be  available  at  parti- 
cular spots.  Provision  is  also  made  in  another 
portion  of  the  contract  that,  whenever  the 
company  is  about  to  select  land,  they  shall  give 
two  months'  (notice,  so  that  the  Government 
may  make  up  their  minds  whether  the  land 
proposed  to  be  taken  is  a  portion  of  the  land 
they  have  a  right  to  reserve  under  the  con- 
tract. That  is  one  of  the  important  clauses. 
Another  important  clause  is  clause  3.  It  is 
probably  the  most  important  clause  in  the  con- 
tract. That  is  this  :  Supposing  that,  at  the  end 
of  the  time,  after  the  railway  has  been  made, 
it  is  found  that  this  2,304,000  acres  is  insuifi- 
oient  to  realise  £1,250,000,  the  company  then 
have  the  right  of  selecting  other  lands  for  the 
purpose  of  making  up  £1,250,000.  The  com- 
pany contend  that  there  is  an  implied  contract 
between  the  company  and  the  Government, 
that  they  should  have  land  to  the  value  of 
£1,250,000.  The  company  contended  that  if 
there  was  a  deficiency  when  the  land  was  sold 
that  deficiency  should  be  made  up  by  giving 
them  other  land.  In  the  draft  contract  the 
stipulation  was  general,  so  that  land  could 
faavo  been  taken  in  any  part  of  New  Zealand 
in  point  of  fact.  Of  course  that  was  objection- 
able. That  was  a  matter  the  Government 
could  not  agree  to.  They  therefore  limited  the 
area  within  which  this  land  was  to  be  selected 
to  the  area  which  bad  been  set  apart  within 
which  they  wore  to  make  their  onginal  selec- 
tions, so  that,  in  point  of  fact,  they  could  not 
go  outside  of  that  six  million  acres,  which  in- 
cludes a  great  part  of  the  land  between  Spring- 
field and  the  West  Coast.  A  good  deal  of 
discussion  has  taken  place  as  to  the  form  this 
should  take,  and  especially  as  to  whether  or 
not  it  was  perfectly  clear  that  the  company 
have  no  kind  of  claim  on  the  Government  for 
anything  with  the  exception  of  a  selection  out 
of  the  specified  area,  and  no  claim  for  a  money 
compensation.  The  provision  now  mode  is 
this:— 

"3.  Within  three  months  after  the  expira- 
tion of  one  year  from  the  completion  of  the 
said  railway  an  account  shall  be  taken  of  all 
moneys  theretofore  received  by  and  then  owing 
to  the  company  as  proceeds  of  the  land  granted 
to  and  sold  by  them,  and  as  proceeds  of  their 
timber  and  coal,  whether  by  way  of  purchase- 
money  or  royalty,  and  a  valuation  shall  be 
made,  either  by  agreement  between  the  parties 
hereto  or  by  arbitration  as  hereinafter  pro- 
vided, of  all  the  land,  timber,  and  coal  of  the 
company  then  unsold ;  and,  if  the  aggregate  of 
the  moneys  so  received  and  owing,  together 
with  the  sum  of  such  valuation,  shall  not 
amomit  to  £1,250,000,  the  company  may, 
within  six  months  thereafter,  select  further 
Son.  Sir  F.  Wltitaker 


land  ont  of  the  land  then  remaining  tmseleoted 
and  described  as  available  for  selection  onder 
section  2  hereof  to  the  extent  of  such  land  then 
remaining  so  available;  but  all  such  further 
land  shall  be  valued  either  by  agreement  or 
arbitration  as  aforesaid,  and  the  company  shall 
not  select  any  such  farther  land  to  a  valae 
greater  thaoi  the  difierence  (if  any)  between  the 
aggregate  of  the  moneys  so  received  and  owing, 
together  with  the  sum  of  such  valuation  as 
aforesaid,  and  the  said  sum  of  £1,250,000." 

So  that  at  the  end  of  the  time  the  provision 
is,  that  the  money  they  have  received  from  the 
sales  of  the  land  from  time  to  time  allotted  to 
them,  from  the  sales  of  timber,  and  the  money 
they  have  received  on  account  of  coal  —  if 
coal  be  discovered — the  whole  of  that  is  to  be 
added,  and  if  it  fall  short  of  £1,250,000  they  are 
to  receive  the  difference  between  that  sum  ajid 
£1,250,000  in  land.  In  point  of  fact,  it  ro&y 
be  called  a  guarantee  that  they  shall  receive 
£1,250,000  provided  that  the  land  within  what 
is  called  the  "  authorised  area  "  shall  be  suffi- 
cient to  reach  that  sum.  There  are  a  great 
number  of  other  stipulations  in  the  contract, 
but  I  think  most  of  them  are  details,  and  aie 
not  very  essential.  They  are  mostly  matters 
for  carrying  out  the  arrangement  between  the 
parties.  There  is  a  provision  that  any  land 
that  is  to  be  sold  shall  only  be  sold  according 
to  a  certified  valuation,  which  is  to  be  made 
and  signed  by  the  parties,  and  no  land  which 
is  so  valued  is  to  be  sold  at  a  less  price  than  is 
stated  in  that  valuation,  unless  it  is  with  the 
consent  of  the  Grown.  I  do  not  know  what 
course  the  Council  may  take  in  reference  to 
this  question,  but  the  papers  have  now  been  a 
long  time  before  the  Council,  and  I  apprehend 
that  honourable  members  are  in  possession  of 
all  that  is  necessary  to  enable  them  to  come 
to  a  determination.  At  present  we  have  got 
before  us  the  Act  of  1884 ;  the  agreement  of 
1885  ;  the  Act  of  1886  ;  and  the  draft  contract 
agreed  to  by  the  Government,  the  agents  of 
the  company,  and  Mr.  Brodie  Hoare,  one  of 
the  English  directors,  as  it  was  altered  by 
the  company  in  August,  1887 — we  have  got  aU 
these  papers  to  refer  to  for  the  purpose  of  deal- 
ing with  this  question;  and  the  object  of  the 
Government  and  the  Committee  is  that  the 
contents  of  all  these  documents  should  be 
reduced  to  one  contract.  The  resolution  which 
has  been  passed  by  the  House  of  Bepresenta- 
tives  has  been  directed  to  that  end,  namely, — 

"  That,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Committee,  a 
new  contract  should  be  prepared,  embodying 
the  several  provisions  of  the  Acts  of  168i  and 
1886,  the  contract  of  1885  legalised  by  the  Act 
of  1886,  and  the  further  contract  amending 
the  contract  of  1885  ;  and  that  an  Act  should 
be  passed  empowering  the  Governor  to  execute 
such  new  contract.  Such  new  contract  should, 
BO  far  as  practicable,  contain  provisions  in  the 
same  words  as  are  used  ia  the  said  Acts  and 
contracts,  and,  where  any  deviation  is  necessary 
in  order  to  render  the  new  contract  consistent 
throughout,  the  alterations  required  should  be 
to  the  same  purport  and  eSect  as  the  draft 
contract  hereunto  annexed." 
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If  the  contract  should  he  ptepared  during 
the  sitting  of  the  Assembly,  an  Act  might  be 
passed  for  the  purpose  of  giving  effect  to  it 
before  the  Assembly  breaks  up.  It  is  proposed 
that  the  draft  contract  which  I  hold  in  my 
hand,  as  agreed  to  by  the  House  of  Bepresenta- 
tives,  shall  override  all  the  others,  and  that 
the  others,  with  all  the  stipulations  not  incon- 
sistent with  thin,  shall  be  put  into  one  con- 
tract and  signed  after  the  session  under  the 
authority  of  an  Act  of  the  Assembly,  if  it  can- 
not be  done  daring  the  session.  Whatever 
course  the  Council  may  desire  to  take  I  shall 
be  very  happy  to  accede  to  it,  and  to  give 
any  information  which  may  be  required.  I 
thmk  it  will  be  found  that  the  new  draft 
contract  which  has  been  agreed  to  by  the 
House  of  Representatives  is  a  reasonable  settle- 
ment of  differences  between  the  company  and 
the  Government.  I  beg  to  move.  That  the 
Coancil  concurs  in  the  resolutions  passed  by 
the  House  of  Representatives. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  WATEBHOUSE.— This  is  too 
important  a  question  to  be  passed  with  a  silent 
vote,  and  I  am  sure  my  honourable  friend  the 
Attorney-General  would  be  disappointed  if  this 
subject  were  not  entered  into  rather  more  fully 
than  it  would  be  if  you.  Sir,  had  proceeded 
forthwith  to  put  the  question.  My  honourable 
friend  has  given  to  the  Council  a  statement  of 
the  reasons  which,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Go- 
vernment, render  it  desirable  that  the  proposed 
contract  should  be  assented  to.  He  has  to  a 
certain  extent  traced  the  history  of  that  con- 
tract. But  things  pass  very  quickly,  and  things 
once  passed  are  apt  to  be  forgotten:  I  thiiSf 
it  will  then  perhaps  be  as  well  if  we  trace 
the  history  of  this  contract  back  to  the  very 
commencement  of  the  effort  to  construct  a 
railway  from  the  east  to  the  west  coasts  of  the 
South  Island.  As  honourable  members  are 
aware,  this  matter  was  originated  by  the  legis- 
lation of  1881 — the  Railways  Construction  Act, 
which,  except  so  far  as  it  has  been  amended 
by  subsequent  legislation,  will  be  incorporated 
with  this  contract.  The  Act  of  1881  was 
passed  with  the  view  of  securing  the  con- 
struction of  certain  railways  that  were  ap- 
proved by  the  Government,  but  which  the 
Government  did  not  feel  justified  in  under- 
taking ;  and  it  held  out  a  very  important  con- 
cession. That  concession  was,  that  grants  of 
'land  should  be  made  to  the  extent  of  30  per 
cent,  of  the  cost  of  making  any  railways, 
such  cost  to  be  calculated  at  on  average 
of  £5,000  per  mile,  so  that  under  that  Act 
land  valued  at  £1,500  was  to  be  given  for 
each  mile  of  railway  constructed.  Certain 
parties  in  Canterbury  were  anxious,  and  not 
unnaturally  anxious,  that  a  railway  should  be 
made  from  Christchurch  to  tho  West  Coast, 
and,  not  unnaturally,  they  looked  to  see  how 
for  it  could  be  made  under  the  provisions  of 
fibe  Act  of  1881.  They  arrived  at  the  conclu- 
sion that  these  provisions  were  not  sufficiently 
liberal,  and  therefore  pressure  was  brought  to 
bear  upon  the  Legislature  and  upon  the  Go- 
vernment to  pass  a  more  favourable  Act.  This 
was  favourably  considered  by  Parliament,  and 


in  the  year  1884  the  East  and  West  Coast  Rail- 
way  Act  was  passed.  The  Government  at  that 
time  was  the  Government  of  Sir  Bobert  Stout, 
and  its  representative  in  this  Council  was  my 
honourable  friend  Mr.  Buckley.  The  Hon.  Mr. 
Buckley,  in  introducing  that  Act  to  the  Coancil, 
said,  "  The  object  of  the  present  Bill  is  to  give 
power  for  the  construction  of  a  railway  of  this 
character  without  burdening  the  colony  in 
any  way."  That  was  the  basis  upon  which  the 
Act  of  1884  was  passed — that  it  was  not  to  bur- 
den the  colony  in  any  way.  It  made  further 
concessions  than  were  made  in  the  Act  of  1881, 
and  the  principal  concession  was  with  regard  to 
the  amount  of  land  to  be  granted.  It  was  agreed 
that  a  grant  might  be  made  to  the  extent  of 
50  per  cent,  of  the  estimated  cost  of  the 
railway.  The  estimated  average  cost  of  this 
railway  has  been  set  down  at  £15,000  per  mile, 
and  the  average  grant  therefore  would  be  seven 
thousand  five  hundred  pounds'  worth  of  land 
per  mile,  being  at  the  rate  of  50  percent,  of  the 
total  coHt,  or  Ave  times  as  much  as  the  maximum 
grant  under  the  Act  of  1881.  Now,  I  think  I 
am  justified  in  saying  there  was  no  very  san- 
guine feeling  on  the  part  of  members  of  this 
Coancil,  when  passing  the  Act  of  1884,  that  it 
would  bo  effective  in  getting  tho  railway  made  ; 
bnt,  nevertheless,  in  a  short  time  persons  were 
found  who  entered  into  a  contract  under  that 
Act,  a  syndicate  being  formed  to  obtain  the 
concessions  offered.  The  Act  was  passed  on  the 
6th  November,  1884,  and  the  agreement  to  carry 
out  the  railway  in  accordance  with  the  Act  was 
signed  on  the  17th  January,  1885.  The  syndicate 
who  signed  it,  finding  their  own  means  unequal 
to  the  work,  not  unnaturally  went  to  England 
to  obtain  ossistauce,  and,  on  the  30th  April, 
1886,  this  syndicate  transferred  their  interest 
under  the  contract  to  a  company  formed  in 
England  with  a  view  to  carry  out  the  work  and 
obtain  the  concessions.  The  syndicate  formed 
in  the  colony  gave  over  their  interest  in  the 
work,  and  also  gave  over  their  obligations  under 
that  contract  to  a  company  formed  in  Eng- 
land, who  took  over  the  contract,  with  the 
obligations  founded  on  the  Act  of  1884.  Some 
conversation  appears  to  have  passed  at  that 
time  between  the  Agent-General  in  England 
and  the  company  in  London  that  was  to  take 
over  the  contract,  and  it  is  quite  apparent 
that  in  the  course  of  that  conversation  the 
railway-promoters  in  London  suggested  certain 
minor  alterations  which  met  with  the  concur- 
rence of  the  Agent-General,  and  which  he  agreed 
to  recommend  to  the  Government  of  this  colony. 
The  concessions  were  of  a  very  minor  character 
indeed,  but,  nevertheless,  as  they  were  slightly 
in  excess  of  those  in  the  Act  of  1884,  on  Act 
was  passed  in  1886  to  enable  a  new  contract 
to  be  entered  into,  based  upon  these  small  con- 
cessions. The  London  company  took  over  the 
contract  on  the  80th  April,  1886 ;  and  subse- 
quently, after  the  passage  of  the  Act  of  1886, 
they  entered  into  a  fresh  contract,  as  has  been 
pointed  out  by  the  Attorney- General,  with 
the  Government,  based  upon  the  Act  of  1886. 
This  agreement  was  signed  by  the  com- 
pany's leprosentative  in  the  colony,  Mr.  Brodio 
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Ho8u«,  on  the  14th  December  last ;  so  that, 
eight  months  after  the  London  company  had 
ta^en  over  the  contract,  they  had  obtained, 
viitb.  the  concurrence  of  their  representative 
in  the  colony,  a  further  contract,  embodying 
all  the  views  they  bad  entertained  at  the  time 
they  entered  into  the  agreement  for  taking 
over  the  contract  in  April,  1886.  This  new 
contract  of  December,  1886,  contained  all  the 
points  that  had  been  contended  for  by  the  com- 
pany in  England.  For  some  reason  or  other, 
when  Mr.  Brodie  Hoaro  arrived  in  England 
with  the  contract  signed  by  himself  and  the 
Government,  the  London  directors  refused  to 
confirm  it.  One  cannot  look  through  the  corre- 
spondence upon  this  subject  without  arriving 
at  the  conclusion  that  by  this  time  they  had 
come  to  the  decision  that  they  were  not  strong 
enough  financially  to  carry  out  the  scheme 
upon  their  own  strength,  and  that  it  was 
necessary  that  they  should  strengthen  them- 
selves, and  they  could  not  get  strength  unless 
they  obtained  some  further  concessions  of  such 
a  nature  as  to  satisfy  London  capitalists. 
The  consequence  was  that  this  agreement, 
which  had  been  made  in  accordance  with 
their  own  expressed  views,  and  which  had  been 
signed  by  their  own  representative,  was  not 
confirmed ;  but  fresh  proposals  were  made,  and 
in  August  last  they  sent  out  a  new  contract, 
which  had  been  drawn  up  without  the  concur- 
rence, and  apparently  without  the  knowledge, 
of  the  Agent-General,  but  of  which  a  copy  was 
forwarded  to  him  shortly  after  they  forwarded 
a  copy  to  the  colony ;  and  on  this  the  Agent- 
General  remarks, — 

"It  is  obvious,  therefore,  that  the  whole 
character  of  the  original  contract  of  188S,  as 
well  as  the  arrangement  between  the  company 
and  myself,  is  fundamentally  altered ;  and,  of 
course,  such  a  contract  as  is  now  proposed  by 
the  company  is  impossible  without  an  entirely 
new  Act." 

Sir,  it  is  quite  evident  from  this  that  all  we 
had  agreed  to  do,  and  more  than  we  had  agreed 
to  do,  had  been  done  up  to  that  time,  and  con- 
sequently there  is  not  the  slightest  claim  on 
the  Government  of  the  colony  to  go  any  further 
in  the  direction  of  concessions.  At  that  time 
the  company  in  England  was  undoubtedly 
bound  to  the  colony  to  carry  out  that  agree- 
ment ;  but,  at  the  same  time,  the  Government 
of  the  colony  was  only  bound  to  carry  out  the 
agreement  they  had  entered  into.  They  were 
not  bound — and  up  to  May,  1886,  they  had  not 
been  asked — to  moke  any  further  concession. 
Now,  Sir,  it  is  very  singular  that  when  this  con- 
tract came  out  the  late  Ministry  were  in  the 
agonies  of  their  Ministerial  death-throes,  and 
could  not  deal  with  the  matter,  bat  the  Pre- 
mier and  the  Minister  for  Public  Works  both 
recorded  that  the  fresh  advances  which  were 
being  made  in  the  fresh  contract  sent  out  to 
the  Government  seemed  to  remove  difficulties 
out  of  the  way,  and  rendered  the  task  of  their 
successors  a  comparatively  easy  one.  I  scarcely 
know  how  they  arrived  at  the  conclusion 
that  it  removed  the  difficulties  out  of  the  way, 
when  yoa  look  at  the  further  concessions  now 
Son.  Mr.  Waterhause 


sought  by  the  company.  The  concessions  now 
asked  in  this  contract  to  be  made  to  the  com- 
pany are  as  follow:  First  of  all,  the  alter- 
nate block  -  system  is  to  be  given  up.  As 
honourable  members  understand,  under  the 
first  agreement  the  Government  and  the  com- 
pany were  to  take  alternately  blocks  along  the 
railway.  That  is  a  mode  of  making  railways 
frequently  adopted  in  thinly  -  peopled  coon- 
tries.  Where  this  system  is  adopted  it  is  taken 
as  a  fact  that  the  completion  of  the  rail- 
way will  double  the  value  of  the  land,  and  that 
therefore  the  value  of  the  land  given  to  the 
company  will  be  recouped  by  the  additional 
value  given  to  the  land  retained  by  the  Govern- 
ment. But  now  it  is  proposed  to  do  away  with 
this  plan  altogether,  so  that,  while  we  give  the 
land  to  the  company,  there  will  be  no  means 
provided  whereby  we  can  recoup  to  the  colony 
the  value  of  the  land  granted.  We  ore  therefore 
asked  to  make  a  great  and  startling  change  in 
the  original  contract — to  make  a  concession 
that  was  never  contemplated  in  the  Act  of 
1884,  and  which  I  am  satisfied,  if  it  had  been 
brought  before  us  at  the  time  this  subject 
was  formerly  dealt  with  by  Parliament,  would 
never  have  been  sanctioned.  Another  impor- 
tant alteration  is  in  regard  to  the  area  of 
selection.  That  was  extended,  and  I  think  it 
was  wisely  extended.  The  Hon.  the  Attorney- 
General  has  pointed  out  a  reason  for  this.  A 
change  of  this  sort  is  necessitated  by  the  de- 
sirableness of  making  sufficient  reserves  for 
mining  purposes,  which  amount  to  750,000 
acres.  It  is  proposed  that  there  shall  be  aji 
additional  area  of  selection  to  counterbalance 
this.  This  additional  area  of  selection  vrill 
exceed  750,000  acres  in  extent,  and  every- 
body who  looks  at  the  plan  will  see  that  it 
comprises  land  that,  on  the  whole,  must  be 
of  considerably  more  value  than  the  average  of 
tlie  land  contained  in  the  original  area.  Then, 
another  important  alteration  was  that  ui  re- 
gard to  the  repayment  of  the  interest  paid 
during  the  time  uiat  the  undertaking  is  not 
in  full  working  order.  That  will  amount 
to  £400,000.  Another  important  alteration, 
and,  to  my  mind,  one  indicating  more  than 
anything  else  the  absolute  weakness  of  the 
company,  is  the  provision  that,  when  con- 
tracts to  the  amount  of  £60,000  are  entered 
into,  land  to  the  extent  of  £30,000  shall  be 
forthwith  set  apart  with  a  view  to  being 
sold;  so  that  it  was  contemplated  that, 
before  the  works  are  actually  begun,  land 
should  be  received  in  payment  to  the  extent 
of  £30,000  upon  a  contract  of  £60,000.  That 
is  an  important  new  feature.  Then,  Sir,  the 
additional  alteration  proposed  was  as  regards 
the  guarantee  of  the  value  of  the  land  given. 
The  company  stipulated  for  a  guarantee — they 
refuse  to  acknowledge  the  term  "  guarantee," 
but  all  their  arguments  show  plainly  that  they 
mean  guarantee — that  the  land  should  be 
worth  the  sum  stated,  namely,  £1,250,000,  and 
not  that  it  should,  as  provided  by  the  Act  of 
1884,  be  deemed  to  be  of  the  value  of  10s.  per 
acre.  This  last  point  is  a  very  material  point 
indeed,  to  which  I  shall  agetin  refer  before  I 
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finish  the  few  observations  I  have  to  make. 
X  would  only  remark,  in  regard  to  the  altera- 
tions proposed,  that  while  the  company  propose 
these  startling  alterations  they  propose  to 
give  nothing  in  return  ior  these  concessions. 
The  agreement  does  not  provide  for  the  com- 
pletion of  the  railway,  nor  does  it  provide  for 
any  penalty  in  the  case  of  the  abandon- 
ment of  the  works ;  and  it  is  just  possible  —  I 
think  I  may  say  more  than  possible — that 
nnder  the  agreement  as  it  now  stands  the 
colony  may  find  itself  in  the  position  of  hav- 
ing two  incomplete  ends  of  a  railway  without 
having  any  claim  upon  the  contractors  for  a 
penalty  for  the  non-fulfilment  of  their  con- 
tract. I  think,  in  giving  concessions  to  the 
extent  contemplated  by  this  agreement,  it 
would  have  been  but  right  some  counter- 
balancing advantage  should  have  been  offered 
to  ns  in  the  shape,  at  any  rate,  of  satisfac- 
tory security  that,  under  the  amended  terms 
of  the  contract,  these  works  should  be  car- 
ried out  to  a  final  completion.  Now,  Sir,  I 
have  gone  through  a  statement  of  the  history 
of  this  case  because  I  think  it  very  important 
to  recall  these  circumstances  to  the  minds  of 
nonourable  members  and  to  bring  them  under 
the  notice  of  the  colony  generally.  The  state- 
ment I  have  given  shows  conclusively  that  in 
this  matter  the  Government  ore  not  compro- 
mised at  all ;  and  if  the  Government  chose  to 
say,  "There  is  your  contract:  we  have  passed 
the  Act ;  we  have  fulfilled  all  the  obligations  of 
the  contxact,"  they  would  be  quite  justified  in 
taking  that  stand,  and  the  other  parties  could 
take  no  exception,  either  moral  or  legal,  to 
the  Government  assuming  such  a  stand.  Now, 
Sir,  I  feel  that  the  logical  outcome  of  the  state- 
ment of  the  case  I  have  put  is  that  I  should 
vote  against  the  Bill  altogether.  I  cannot  help 
feeling  that  that  is  the  logical  outcome  of  the 
whole  affair ;  and,  were  I  as  logical  in  my  acts 
as  the  Hon.  the  Attorney-General  is  in  his 
speeches,  that  is  the  course  I  ought  to  take  up. 
Bat  I  recognise  there  are  circumstances  con- 
nected with  the  case  which  render  it  desirable 
that  the  contract  should  be  approved ;  and  I 
am  prepared  to  adhere  to  my  former  decision 
that  it  should  pass  if,  in  the  words  of  the 
Hon.  Mr.  Buckley,  it  can  do  so  without 
"  burdening  the  colony  in  any  way."  If  so, 
although  disapproving  of  so  many  of  the  pro- 
visions of  the  contract,  and  thinking  that  we 
are  scarcely  justified  in  passing  this  measure 
on  its  merits,  I  will  still  give  it  my  support. 
Bat,  before  I  do  so,  there  is  one  clause  the 
effect  of  which  must  be  thoroughly  cleared  up. 
The  clause  is  that  to  which  my  honourable 
friend  Sir  Frederick  Whitaker  has  referred  — 
clanse  S.  He  stated  of  this  that,  under  that 
clause,  at  the  completion  of  the  works  it  was 
intended  that  wo  should  give  land  to  the 
value  of  £1,250,000,  provided  that  there  were 
lands  in  the  area  of  selection  available  to 
that  amount.  Sir,  as  the  honourable  gentle- 
man explained  the  intention  of  that  clause, 
I  could  see  nothing  to  take  exception  to; 
bat  my  contention  is  that  that  is  not  the 
fait  and  proper  reading  of  the  clause ;   that 


it  does  not  carry  out  what  my  honourable 
friend  says  is  its  intention ;  but  that,  on  the 
contrary,  if  this  agreement  is  consented  to, 
at  the  completion  of  the  works  we  shall  be 
asked  to  ma^e  good  that  amount  of  £1,250,000 
if  land  to  that  valne  is  not  found  within  the 
area  of  selection ;  and  that  we  shall  be,  if  not 
legally,  at  least  morally  bound  to  make  up  the 
amount.  Under  this  clause  we  stipulate  that, 
in  the  event  of  the  lands  selected  not  being 
worth  £1,250,000,  we  will  give  other  lands  in 
the  prescribed  area  to  make  up  the  stipulated 
sum.  At  the  conclusion  of  the  work,  to  turn 
round  upon  the  contractors  and  say  that,  as 
there  are  not  sufficient  lands  left  to  meJce  up 
a  deficiency  which  has  been  established  in 
the  valuation,  therefore  we  are  free  from  all 
liability  in  reference  thereto,  would  be  simply 
dishonest.  I  cannot  be  a  party  to  it.  It  would 
be  like  the  action  of  the  man  who,  having 
bought  and  paid  for  a  thousand  bushels  of  wheat 
from  a  farmer  subject  to  its  being  of  a  certain 
quality,  and  to  a  proviso  that,  in  case  there 
were  not  a  thousand  bushels  of  wheat  of  the  re- 
quired quality,  then  a  selection  should  be  made 
out  of  the  other  wheat  on  the  farm,  should  he 
told  that,  as  there  was  not  sufficient  wheat  in 
the  farm  to  make  up  the  required  deficiency, 
therefore  the  farmer  was  free  from  all  respon- 
sibility to  pay  back  the  valuation  ho  had  re- 
ceived. It  is  clear  to  my  mind,  without  being 
a  lawyer,  that  under  the  working  of  the  clause 
there  would  be  a  legal  liability,  and  I  have  not 
the  slightest  shadow  of  a  doubt  that  if  there 
were  not  a  legal  liability  there  would  be  a 
moral  responsibility.  The  Hon.  the  Attorney- 
General  explained  in  his  speech  the  intention 
of  the  8rd  clause,  and  he  quite  satisfied  my 
mind  on  the  subject ;  but  unfortunately  the 
clause  does  not  read  as  he  expressed  its 
intention.  It  does  not  put  in  the  proviso, 
provided  that  there  shall  bo  land  to  that 
amount.  As  honourable  members  are  aware, 
this  subject  was  referred  by  the  other  branch  of 
the  Legislature  to  a  Select  Committee.  The 
Select  Committee  not  unnaturally  desired  to 
have  some  legal  advice  on  that  subject,  and 
applied  to  the  Law  Officers  of  the  Grown  for 
their  opinion  on  the  matter.  The  Solicitor- 
General  did  not  send  a  written  opinion,  but  he 
sent  bock  the  clause  with  words  attached  which 
in  his  opinion — and  in  that  opinion  it  was  stated 
the  Attorney-General  concurred— would  moke 
the  clause  absolutely  safe.  These  words  were 
adopted  by  the  Committee  ;  but  afterwards,  for 
some  reason  unknown  to  me,  their  decision  was 
reversed.  It  is  clear  then  that,  in  the  opinion 
of  the  Solicitor-General,  which  was  stated  to 
be  supported  by  the  opinion  of  the  Attomey- 
Goneral,  the  addition  of  other  words  was 
requisite  to  make  the  clause  absolutely  secure, 
and,  if  the  object  was  to  carry  out  the  inten- 
tion as  expressed  by  the  Attorney-General  on 
this  subject,  it  seems  to  me  that  there  should 
have  been  no  objection  to  adding  those  words. 
If  those  words  be  added  my  objections  will 
certainly  he  removed ;  but  if  those  words,  or 
similar  words,  be  not  added,  and  the  matter  is 
left  in  uncertainty,  my  objection  to  the  cos- 
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tract  will  be  go  very  strong,  indeed,  as  to 
compel  me  to  vote  against  it  absolutely,  for 
the  simple  reason  that  it  would  entail  losses, 
and  because  I  cannot  help  detecting  something 
like  dishonesty  behind  the  whole  thing.  I 
cannot  help  feeling  that,  if  this  clause  is  passed 
in  its  present  shape,  there  are  those  who  will 
say, "  If  there  is  not  the  land  to  make  the  selec- 
tion, the  country  is  not  bound  to  make  up 
the  deficiency  ;"  while,  on  the  other  hand,  the 
promoters  of  the  Bill  will  say  that  the  inten- 
tion of  the  Act  is  that  any  deficiency  in  the 
valuation  of  the  land  should  be  made  up.  If  the 
clause  means  what  the  Attorney-General  con- 
tends is  its  intention,  and  if  it  carries  that  out, 
I  am  satisfied  with  it;  but  I  think,  with  a 
yiew  to  ascertain  that  it  really  is  so,  the  best 
thing  would  be  to  refer  it  to  a  Select  Committee. 
And  therefore  I  beg  to  move.  That  the  proposed 
Midland  Bailway  contract  be  referred  to  a 
Select  Committee  to  inquire  into  and  obtain 
legal  opinions  upon  the  effect  of  the  8rd  clause, 
and  more  especially  as  to  whether  such  clause 
sufficiently  protects  the  colony  from  all  claims 
for  compensation :  the  Committee  to  consist  of 
the  Hon.  Sir  F.  Whitaker,  the  Hon.  Mr.  Stevens, 
the  Hon.  Mr.  Beeves,  the  Hon.  Dr.  Pollen, 
the  Hon.  Mr.  Oliver,  the  Hon.  Mr.  Miller, 
and  the  honourable  the  mover.  I  can  only 
say  for  myself  that,  if  this  matter  is  reported 
npon,  and  the  opinion  is  given  that  the  clause 
does  sufficiently  protect  the  colony  from  all 
claims  for  compensation,  I  shall  give  my  vote 
in  favour  of  the  contract ;  but  imless  it  is  suffi- 
ciently established  that  the  clause  does  protect 
the  colony  I  shall  consider  it  my  duty  to  vote 
against  it. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  OLIVER.— Sir,  I  do  not  pro- 
pose, after  the  exhaustive  speech  to  which  we 
have  listened  from  the  Hon.  Mr.  Waterhouse, 
to  discuss  the  whole  question  of  the  character 
of  the  contract  which  is  now  before  us  for  our 
approval  or  disapproval.  I  think  the  speech 
fairly  led  up  to  tne  proposal  of  a  Committee ; 
but  I  am  a  little  disappointed  in  the  narrow- 
ness of  the  order  of  reference  which  is  pro- 
posed. There  are  one  or  two  very  important 
I>oints  which  were  alluded  to  by  my  hononr- 
able  friend,  and  which,  I  think,  demand 
some  examination  from  the  Committee,  or, 
if  not  from  the  Committee,  then  from  this 
Council.  There  is  one  subject,  which  I  think 
of  very  great  importance  indeed,  to  which  he 
did  not  refer  at  all.  It  is  within  the  know- 
ledge of  the  members  of  this  Council  that 
the  system  of  subsidising  railway  companies 
has  had  very  extensive  application  in  the  rail- 
way system  of  the  United  States.  Large  cor- 
porations have  there  undertaken  the  construc- 
tion of  great  lengths  of  railways.  They  have 
-done  so  encouraged  by  the  concession  of  huge 
tracts  of  land,  some  of  which  they  have  never 
«amed,  but  which  they  still  enjoy ;  and  it  is 
laiown  that  the  whole  question  of  the  position 
of  these  railways  is  a  public  scandal  in  the 
United  States  at  the  present  moment.  One 
very  important  objection  which  is  now  taken 
to  the  action  of  these  companies  is  the  result 
of  their  charging  differential  rates  to  various 
Eon.  Mr.  Waterhotue 


customers.  In  a  book  which  has  been  recently 
added  to  the  Oeneral  Assembly  Library,  and 
which  discusses  the  question  of  the  dominance 
of  these  railway  companies,  one  fact  is  referred 
to  which  alone  proves  the  necessity  of  providing 
against  the  abuse  which  may  arise  from  their 
action,  and  it  is  this :  An  allowance  of  rebates 
was  made  to  a  certain  oil  company,  which  in 
eighteen  months  amounted  to  no  less  a  sum 
than  ten  million  dollars.  The  differential 
charges  are  a  very  gi^at  scandal,  and  are  not 
in  the  interests  of  commerce.  Now,  I  have 
sought  to  find  something  in  the  Public  Works 
Act,  or  in  the  Bailways  Construction  and 
Land  Act  of  1881,  or  in  the  Acts  which  we 
are  now  considering,  which  provides  in  any 
way  against  this  scandal  arising,  and  I  have 
not  succeeded  in  finding  anything.  In  Eng- 
land this  is  provided  for  by  a  Bailway  Com- 
mission, whose  duty  it  is,  among  other  things, 
to  inquire  into  charges  made  against  rail- 
ways resorting  to  these  discriminating  rates. 
The  functions  of  the  Bailway  Commission  have 
either  recently  been  extended  in  order  to  meet 
some  defects  in  its  working,  or  they  shortly 
will  be  extended.  It  seems  to  me  that,  while 
we  are  building  up  amongst  us  a  railway  com- 
pany with  such  huge  properties  in  land,  such 
large  powers,  we  cannot  guard  too  carefully 
the  rights  of  the  citizens.  It  therefore  seems 
to  me  that  if  my  honourable  friend  would  re- 
consider the  terms  of  his  amendment,  and 
make  it  a  little  more  extensive,  he  would  be 
SLoting  in  the  interests  of  the  community. 
There  is  one  other  matter  that  might  also 
be  referred  to  the  Committee,  and  that  is, 
whether  some  conditions  should  not  bo  inserted 
in  the  contract,  obliging  the  company,  under 
certain  penalties  or  forfeitures,  to  proceed  with 
the  construction  of  the  line  from  the  beginning 
to  the  end.  It  seems  to  me  that  the  danger 
which  he  slightly  alluded  to — namely,  that  of 
possessing,  as  the  result  of  oar  concessions,  the 
useless  ends  of  railways  not  connected  in  the 
middle,  and,  at  the  same  time,  the  company 
having  the  possession  of  big  endowments— is  a 
very  great  danger  indeed.  I  think,  therefore, 
that  to  narrow  the  purpose  of  the  Gommitteo 
is  a  mistake,  and  I  appeal  to  the  honourable 
member — it  seems  to  mo  it  is  a  logical  neces- 
sity arising  out  of  his  own  speech — that  he 
should  amend  his  motion. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  PHABAZYN.— I  entirely  agree 
with  the  honourable  gentleman  who  has  just 
sat  down  that  the  duties  of  the  Committee 
proposed  by  tho  Hon.  Mr.  Waterhouse  shoold 
be  extended  in  the  direction  he  has  mentioned, 
for  it  was  perfectly  clear  from  the  history  given 
By  tho  Hon.  Mr.  Waterhouse  that  from  beginning 
to  end  there  has  been  a  certain  consistency  in 
the  legislation  and  negotiations  that  have  tucen 
place  with  regard  to  this  railway,  that  con- 
sistency being  the  consistency  of  perpetaal 
concessions ;  and,  as  it  appears  to  me,  some  of 
the  most  important  concessions  are  mode  by 
the  contract  now  before  us,  especially  as  it 
seems  to  me  that  a  concession  is  mode  in 
reference  to  the  grant  of  a  very  large  amount  of 
land  in  excess  of  that  originally  proposed,  and 
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in  gmntisg  tbat  not  as  proposed  in  the  con- 
tract made  by  Mr.  Brodie  Hoore  —  after  the 
lailnay  is  completed — but  granted  before  the 
railway  is  completed.  I  notice  that  in  that 
contract,  in  clause  3,  it  states  that,  if  the  land 
selected  by  the  company  "  does  not  realise  the 
nun  of  £1,250,000,  the  Queen  will,  upon  the 
completion  of  the  said  railway,  grant  such  addi- 
tional lands,  -within  the  authorised  area,  as 
may  be  necessary  to  bring  the  total  selling- 
value  of  all  the  lands  granted  up  to  the 
said  sum  of  £1,250,000."  That  formed  a 
gnarantee  that  the  railway  would  be  actually 
completed  before  that  enormous  quantity  of 
land  was  granted  to  the  company  under  the 
present  proposed  contract.  As  has  been  re- 
marked by  the  Hon.  Mr.  Watorhouse,  there 
is  now  no  snch  ptovision.  The  company  is 
left  entirely  to  its  own  option  as  to  the  con- 
struction of  the  whole  or  any  part  of  the  rail- 
way, starting  at  the  two  ends  -,  and  it  is  quite 
possible  that  -we  may  find  that  we  have  the 
two  ends  of  a  railway  going  through  oompara- 
tively  valuable  country,  and  leaving  out  a  huge 
mass  of  mountains  in  the  middle.  It  may, 
of  course,  be  contended  that  the  company  will 
find  it  to  their  own  interest  to  make  the  rail- 
way complete,  because  unless  that  is  done  the 
traffic  on  the  railway  will  not  return  what  it 
might  if  the  -whole  line  is  constructed ;  but 
we  can  quite  understand  that  the  engineering 
difficulties  may  be  such  that  it  may  pay  the 
company  better  to  construct  only  a  portion  of 
the  line,  and  to  take  their  chance  of  making 
their  money  oat  of  the  land  which  is  granted 
to  them,  instead  of  making  the  whole  line; 
that  they  will  practically  turn  the  whole  com- 
pany not  into  a  railway  company,  but  into  a 
land  company;  and  it  is  quite  evident  that 
the  concessions  of  land  made  are  of  such  an 
extent  that  there  is  great  temptation  to  any 
company  to  adopt  such  a  course  as  that.  I  see 
that,  instead  of  2,804,000  acres,  estimated  to  he 
wortii  £1,250,000,  they  may  very  possibly  take 
land  to  the  extent  of  5,450,000  acres.  That 
woold  be  an  enormous  concession  to  moke,  and, 
I  think,  if  such  a  concession  is  made,  we  ought 
to  have  the  most  absolute  guarantee  that  the 
company  will  construct  the  railway  from  be- 
ginning to  end,  and  that  the  colony  will  derive 
a  substantial  benefit  from  the  enormous  con- 
cession of  land  which  it  is  making.  I  am  per- 
fectly well  aware  that  it  is  said  that  any  such 
attempt  to  obtain  all  that  the  colony  might 
fairly  expect  would  be  followed  by  the  com- 
pany refusing  to  go  on  with  the  railway,  and 
that  owing  to  its  financial  difficulties  the 
whole  thing  might  break  down;  but  I  think 
that  it  is  quite  possible  the  country  might 
•bsclutsly  l>e  more  benefited  by  the  break- 
ing-down of  a  company  which  only  pretends 
to  make  a  railway  than  by  letting  the  rail- 
my  go  on  in  this  imperfect  manner.  I 
■honld  certainly  prefer  to  see  the  whole  thing 
upset,  rather  than  see  an  incomplete  railway 
inade  in  this  country,  and  I  can  foresee  endless 
difficulties  which  may  arise  from  this  —  diffi- 
culties which  it  is  very  difficult  to  explain 
without  a  loll  knowledge  of  the  country ;  but 


as  the  country  is  opened  up,  and  as  portions  of 
it  may  be  found  to  contain  minerals,  we  may 
find  a  large  number  of  difficulties  cropping  up 
in  all  directions,  and  the  ultimate  result  may 
be  to  force  the  colony  to  complete  this  railway, 
supposing  it  is  made,  in  the  imperfect  manner 
I  have  indicated.  For  these  reasons,  and  for 
others  which  I  shall  not  trouble  the  Council 
with,  but  which  have  had  considerable  weight 
in  forming  my  opinions  upon  the  whole  ques- 
tion, which  I  have  studied  carefully,  I  shall 
certainly  strongly  support  the  referring  of  this 
question  as  a  whole  to  the  Committee,  instead 
of  referring  it  on  the  one  special  point,  as  pro- 
posed by  the  Hon.  Mr.  Waterhouse.  I  shall  be 
prepared  to  move  an  amendment  if  necessary, 
but  I  should  prefer  the  honourable  gentleman 
himself  to  amend  his  motion. 

The  Hon.  Dr.  POLLEN.  —  I  opposed  fliis 
project  of  the  Midland  Bailway  in  its  inception 
on  what  I  regarded  then  as  a  principle  accepted 
by  the  colony  generally :  that  was,  that  the  rail- 
ways of  the  colony  should  belong  to  the  people 
of  the  colony,  be  constructed  by  the  Govern- 
ment, and  managed  by  the  Government  of  the 
colony  in  the  interests  of  the  people.  I  opposed 
it  also  upon  the  ground  that,  as  a  commercial 
speculation,  it  was  demonstrated,  or  easily  de- 
monstrable, that  it  could  not  be  regarded  as  a 
reproductive  work.  I  looked  upon  it  that,  even 
supposing  it  might  be  found  to  bo  a  necessary 
work  in  time,  the  time  had  not  yet  come,  and 
that  it  could  not  in  any  sense  be  then  regarded 
as  a  work  of  colonial  importance,  or  a  work 
which  the  colony  itself  should  go  on  with.  Un- 
happily the  consideration  of  the  question  was 
not  carried  on  upon  principles  at  all.  It  was 
raised,  or,  sunk  into  a  political  party  question, 
and  as  a  political  party  question  it  has  been 
decided,  and  not  upon  its  merits.  I  accept 
facts.  Much  as  I  dislike  the  project,  I  do  not 
want  now  to  interfere  with  it.  Engagements 
have  been  entered  into  by  the  colony,  expendi- 
ture has  been  incurred,  expectations  have  been 
raised  which  perhaps  it  would  not  be  politio 
to  disappoint,  although  I  am  quite  sure  the 
logic  of  facts  will  disappoint  very  seriously  all 
purties  concerned.  But  I  accept,  as  I  say, 
facts.  I  am  willing  to  accept  the  contract  as 
it  stands  at  present.  I  believe  that  it  provides 
against  the  dangers  which  are  supposed  to 
underlie  it.  If  I  had  any  doubt  in  my  own 
mind  upon  that  question,  not  being  a  lawyer, 
I  should  be  quite  satisfied  with  the  assurances 
of  tho  Hon.  the  Attorney- General  upon  the 
point.  But  doubts  have  been  expressed,  and 
doubts  do  exist  as  to  the  finality  of  the  liability 
of  the  colony  under  the  contract  as  it  is  now 
before  us,  and  it  is  because  I  think  these 
doubts  should  be  removed,  even  by  measures 
which  appear  to  be  of  over-abundant  caution, 
that  I  shall  vote  for  the  amendment  of  my 
honourable  friend  for  the  reference  of  this 
contract  to  a  Committee,  in  order  that  all 
these  doubts,  so  for  as  is  possible,  may  be  set 
at  rest. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  MILLEE.— I  hope  it  will  be 
understood  that,  whatever  may  be  the  report 
of  that  Committee,  it  will  not  preclude  any 
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honourable  member  from  moving  such  an 
amendment  as  he  may  desire  with  the  view 
of  expressing  the  meaning  of  the  8rd  clause. 
I  think,  as  the  Attorney-General  has  said,  all 
we  have  to  consider  is,  What  should  be  the 
contract  ?  We  need  not  now  go  into  the  past 
history  of  this  question.  I  am  sorry  to  say  it 
has  excited  a  very  groat  deal  of  feeling  in  the 
past,  and  some  of  us  have  done  all  that  we  i>os- 
sibly  could  to  prevent  its  coming  into  operation. 
The  colony,  no  doubt,  is  now  committed  to  it, 
and  it  remains  for  us  to  consider  what  should 
be  the  contract.  I  have  no  hesitation  in  saying, 
from  my  point  of  view,  we  should  state  in  black 
and  white  that  the  colony  intend  to  give  only 
land  for  the  construction  of  this  railway ;  and 
that  we  should  say,  in  the  plainest  English 
we  can  possibly  use,  that  we  do  not  intend  to 
render  ourselves  liable  for  any  cash  payment 
whatsoever.  If  land  to  the  value  of  £1,250,000 
is  not  to  be  got  within  the  authorised  aroa — 
which  seems  to  be  pretty  extensive  now — well, 
then,  that  is  the  company's  look-out.  I  think 
we  should  say  that,  not  only  because  that  is  in 
accordance  with  the  understanding  on  which 
the  colony  first  entered  into  the  agreement,  but 
also  because,  as  the  Hon.  Mr.  Watcrhouse  has 
said,  we  should  not  leave  it  in  the  power  of  any 
one  to  say  hereafter,  "  Oh,  you  gave  this  land 
knowing  that  the  money  was  not  there,  and  you 
thought  you  were  doing  a  very  fine  stroke  of 
business."  I  think  we  should  say,  in  so  many 
words,  that  we  will  not  be  liable  for  any  cash, 
and  then  we  throw  the  whole  responsibility  on 
the  company,  and  it  is  their  duty  to  find  out 
whether  the  land  is  worth  the  money  or  not.  I 
certainly  do  wish  that  the  terms  of  reference  to 
the  Committee  were  a  little  more  extended, 
because  I  should  like  to  know  something  more 
about  this  land.  I  am  bound  to  say,  know- 
ing what  I  do  about  a  portion  of  this  work, 
that  I  think  it  will  be  a  very  courageous  com- 
pany if  it  does  carry  out  the  work.  We  know 
very  well  that  one  tunnel  alone  is  3  miles  IC 
chains  long.  That  is  a  very  formidable  under- 
taking by  itself.  In  one  portion  of  the  Ime 
there  is  over  Si^  miles  of  tunnelling.  It  is  an 
immense  work.  It  is  a  very  important  con- 
sideration for  the  colony,  as  far  the  work  itself 
is  concerned,  to  have  the  line  completed  as  a 
whole  :  that  is  to  say,  there  should  not  be  un- 
finished portions  handed  over.  I  think  it  would 
have  been  very  much  bettor  if  that  part  of  the 
contract  had  been  altogether  left  out  com- 
pelling the  company  to  begin  at  the  two  ends. 
I  think  it  would  have  been  very  much  better  if 
we  had  said,  "  You  shall  begin  at  Springfield, 
and  carry  the  work  on  to  Teremakau,"  to  carry 
the  work  on  from  one  terminus  to  the  other. 
What  good  would  it  be  to  the  colony  to  have 
eight,  ten,  or  fifteen  miles  of  railway  from 
Springfield  ?  It  would  be  of  no  earthly  use  at 
all.  The  land  is  of  no  value,  and  the  lino 
would  practically  lea.d  nowhere.  I  think  it  is 
a  great  pity  that  provision  was  ever  put  in.  I 
8Ul>pose  it  was  one  of  those  political  necessities 
which  seem  to  destroy  the  value  of  almost 
everything  we  undertake.  I  do  not  think  there 
is  any  good  in  taking  up  the  time  of  the  Coua- 
Bon.  Mr,  MUler 


cil  further.  We  all  thoroTighly  understand 
what  the  nature  of  this  contract  is.  I  rose  to 
say  that  I  hope  it  will  not  be  understood  that 
any  honourable  member  will  be  precluded  by 
the  appointment  of  this  Committee  from  moving 
such  an  amendment  as  he  may  desire  to  move 
in  the  event  of  the  Committee  not  reporting  in 
accordance  with  his  views.  I  say  again  that  I 
think  we  ought  to  have  it  plainly  in  black  and 
white  what  the  colony  really  means,  and  then 
there  can  be  no  misunderstanding,  and  no  re- 
flections can  be  oast  upon  us  hereafter. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  BOi^AB.— I  do  not  think  any 
member  of  the  Council  would  be  debarred 
from  exercising  his  natural  rights  simply  be- 
cause this  matter  was  referred  to  a  Committee ; 
but,  at  the  same  time,  I  think  it  is  convenient, 
if  a  measure  of  this  sort  is  referred  to  a  Com- 
mittee, that  we  should  to  a  large  extent  be 
guided  by  the  opinion  of  that  Committee. 
For  my  own  part  I  am  perfectly  satisfied  to 
accept  the  opinion  of  the  highest  legal  autho- 
rity we  have  in  this  Council,  and  when  he 
assures  us  that  this  clause  eScots  the  objects 
sought  by  the  Council  I  am  perfectly  satisfied 
to  accept  that. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  WATEBHOUSE.— I  do  not 
think  he  stated  that. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  BONAR.— I  understood  that 
he  said  that  this  clause  gave  effect  to  exactly 
the  object  we  intended  it  should  give  effect  to. 
I  understood  the  Hon.  Mr.  Waterbouse  to  say 
that  the  Hon.  the  Attorney  •  General  stated 
that. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  WATEBHOUSE.— I  said,  as 
the  honourable  gentleman  stated,  it  gave  effect 
to  what  I  wish;  but  I  called  in  question  the 
clause  itself  beiug  in  accordance  with  the  state- 
ment made. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  BONAR.— I  do  not  think 
the  Hon.  the  Attorney-General  would  have 
made  the  statement  if  he  thought  the  clause 
did  not  convey  the  exact  meaning.  I  feel  per- 
fectly satisfied  in  regard  to  it.  I  do  not  see 
that  we  can  put  it  in  much  clearer  terms.  I 
do  not  think  we  should  go  out  of  our  wa.y  to 
say,  "  This  shall  not  mean  money,"  when  tbere 
is  no  reference  to  that.  It  will  only  lead  to 
further  complications  if  we  put  in  what  may  be 
thought  to  be  additional  safeguards.  The  limi- 
tation here  is  expressly  made  to  land  within 
the  prescribed  area.  If  we  rest  upon  that 
there  can  be  no  misunderstanding  of  what  is 
meant  by  Parliament.  No  company  can  mis- 
understand it,  and  I  am  afraid  the  putting-in 
of  other  words  will  simply  amount  to  a  redun- 
dancy, and  will  perhaps  lead  to  the  very  com- 
plications which  are  sought  to  be  avoided  now. 
The  proposed  contract  limits  the  choice  of  land 
to  the  prescribed  area.  I,  for  one,  have  not 
the  slightest  shadow  of  a  doubt  that  the  land 
within  the  prescribed  area  will  far  more  than 
satisfy  the  sum  specified.  There  are  some- 
thing like  six  millions  of  acres  from  which  tha 
750,000  which  is  to  be  set  apart  for  mining  pax- 
poses  can  be  deducted,  and  the  whole  of  the 
balance  of  that  is  available  to  satisfy  the  de- 
mands of  the  company,  and  in  my  opinion  it 
will  satisfy  the  most  exorbitant  demonda  whi<^ 
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could  possibly  be  conceived.  We  have  an 
extiaoioinary  difference  of  opinion  amongst 
honourable  members.  In  the  first  place  vro 
'find,  from  the  nominal  value  placed  on  the  land, 
that  2,300,000  acres  would  meet  the  demand 
of  the  company  for  £1,250,000.  That  vros  the 
estimate,  as  I  understand  it,  of  the  original 
area,  reckoning  the  land  at  not  less  than 
10s.  an  acre.  That  was  the  valuation  before 
the  railvray  vraa  constructed :  2,800,000  acres 
was  supposed  to  meet  that  requirement. 
Now  we  nave  an  area  of  something  like  six 
million  acres  from  which  the  selection  may 
be  made,  and  the  land  is  to  be  valued  at  the 
value  of  the  leind  within  one  year  after  the 
railway  is  constructed.  It  may  reasonably 
be  expected  that  the  expenditure  of  three 
millions  of  money  will  add  much  to  the  value 
of  the  land,  and,  on  the  completion  of  the  rail- 
way, the  value  of  the  land  will  be  materially 
increased.  I  think  there  can  be  no  possible 
doubt  about  it.  With  the  enormous  quantity 
of  land  to  select  from,  and  from  my  own  know- 
ledge of  very  considerable  portions  of  that  land, 
I  have  not  the  slightest  hesitation  in  saying 
that  there  is  more  than  ample  to  satisfy  any 
conceivable  demands  that  may  be  made  by  the 
company  under  the  conditions  of  the  contract. 
I  can  see  no  possibility  of  any  demand  being 
made  oa  the  colony  in  the  shape  of  a  money- 
grant.  In  the  next  place  I  say  that  under 
this  contract  it  is  utterly  iuconceivable  that 
any  company  could  have  the  slightest  pos- 
sible expectation  of  a  claim  for  any  money- 
payment.  They  are  tied  within  the  limits  of 
the  3rd  section  of  the  contract  so  tightly  that  I 
can  see  no  reason  for  this  unnecessary  alarm 
of  some  few  members  of  the  Council.  I  recog- 
nise that,  in  the  circumstances  of  the  colony,  it 
is  light  that  we  should  feel  alarm  at  commit- 
ting ourselves  to  cash  liabilities  In  any  shape 
or  form.  The  time  is  such  that  we  should  put 
our  house  in  order ;  and  we  must  carefully 
guard  against  incurring  money  liabilities.  At 
the  same  time,  we  may  go  to  uiureasonable  ex- 
tremes. I  feel  perfectly  satisfied  that  there  is 
nothing  whatever  within  this  contract  to  cause 
the  least  alarm.  As  has  been  said  by  other 
honourable  members,  the  original  question  of 
the  formation  of  the  railway  is  a  matter  of  the 
past.  We  have,  of  course,  very  different  opin- 
ions apon  the  propriety,  or  otherwise,  of  the 
construction  of  this  railway.  I,  for  one,  feel 
that  the  Qolony  made  a  grievous  mistake  in 
that  this  railway  was  not  started  seventeen 
years  ago,  when  it  was  projected  in  the  original 
public-works  scheme.  Had  that  been  done 
the  colony  would  have  been  saved  a  great  deal 
of  the  present  depression ;  and,  until  that  rail- 
way. 18  completed,  we  shall  not  arrive  at  any- 
thing like  an  approximate  value  of  the  immense 
area  of  rich  country  on  the  West  Coast.  The 
snrface  of  that  country  has  only  been  barely 
toDched.  That  part  of  the  colony  will  maintain 
a  very  much  larger  population  in  ratio  to  its 
area  than  any  other  part  of  New  Zealand, 
and  will  yet  be  a  great  source  of  wealth  to  this 
colony.  I  feel  so  satisfied  upon  that  that  I,  at 
all  events,  have  no  doubt  aa  to  the  propriety  of 

VOL.  UX.-B. 


starting  the  railway  or  the  faintest  doubt  that 
it  will  t>o  a  highly  productive  work.    So  long 
as  we  are  in  an  isolated  port  of  the  colony — and 
isolated  we  have  been  ever  since  the  settlement 
of  the  West  Coast,  for  we  are  shut  out  from  the 
rest  of  the  colony  and  the  rest  of  the  world 
— we  shall  be  unable  to  get  sufficient  capital 
or  labour  to  develop  our  resources,  we   shall 
continue    to    suffer    from    the    want    of    thia 
very  railway  which  promises   to   afford  us  so 
much  relief;  and  I  trust  that  no  man  in  thia 
Council  will  throw  any  unnecessary  difficulties 
in  the  way  of  having  it  properly  completed.    I 
did  not  intend  to  say  so  much  on  this  phase  of 
the  subject,  because  the  matter  is  really  a  ques- 
tion of  the  contract,  and  the  only  essential  ques- 
tion connected  with  the  contract  is  the  one 
which  has  been  raised  in  connection  with  clause 
S  ;  and  I  have  no  doubt,  if  the  matter  is  referred 
to  a  Select  Committee,  that  it  will  be  thoroughly 
cleared  up.    But  I  do  not  think  there  are  any 
other  points  in  the  contract  which  require  to 
be,  or  should  be,  altered.    I  would  only  say  one 
thing :   There  appears  to  be  a  fear  that  under 
this  contract  tUe  company  would  start  certain 
sections  of  the  railway  and  get  their  land  and 
then  be  done  with  it.    I  do  not  think  this  is  a 
reasonable  thing  to  fear.    I  would  point  out 
that  this  company  has  been  established,  not 
for  public   purposes,    but  for  the  purpose  of 
making  a  legitimate  profit  out  of  the  under- 
taking ;  and  it  would  never  pay  any  company 
to  let  contracts  at  the  Springfield  end  and  the 
Nelson  end,  and  then  abandon  the  work  on. 
the  strength  of  getting  payment  in  the  land. 
If  the  land  is  of  such  tremendous  value  there 
can  be  no  reason  to  fear  that  there  will  be 
any  deficiency  in  the  area  ;  and  if  the  work  is 
commenced  at  the  Nelson  and  Springfield  ends 
the  company  is  bound,  for  their  own  protection 
and  success,  to  carry  it  throughout  tho  length  of 
the  line  from  one  end  to  the  other.    The  traffic 
will  not  be  anything  at  all  until  the  full  line  is 
completed.    I  think  the  best  guarantee  we  can 
have,  after  all,  is  that  it  is  to  the  company's 
interest  to  finish  the  line.   The  Hon.  Air.  Miller 
says  he  would  like  to  know  something  about  the 
value  of  this  land,  as  if  he  wished  to  protect  the 
company.    I  say  that  during  the  whole  time 
these  negotiations  have  been  going  on  the  com- 
pany have  been  making  themselves  thoroughly 
acquainted  with  the  property  which  they  are 
about  to  take  over.    They  have  bad  their  re- 
presentatives in  the  colony,  brought  out  from 
Home,   who    have   been    scouring    the   whole 
country  backwards  and  forwards,  and  examin- 
ing the  nature  of  the  country ;  and  they  have 
hsid  one  of  their  leading  directors,  Mr.  Brodie 
Hoare,  who  saw  for  himself  the  whole  pro- 
perty, as  far  as  time  would  permit,  and  who 
said   he   was    thoroughly   satisfied   with   the 
nature   of    the   bargain    into    which   he    had 
entered — in  fact,  more  satisfied  than  before  he 
came  out.    And  he  is  a  man  who  speaks  his 
mind,  and  does  not  hesitate  to  say  what  he 
means.     And  if  this  company  fail  to  make 
themselves  acquainted  with  the  nature  of  the 
contract  they  are  entering  into,  why  should 
ve  have  this  extreme  oare  for  their  interests  7 
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Are  they  not  better  able  to  take  care  of  them- 
selves than  we  are  to  take  care  of  them  ?  And 
they  may  be  relied  upon  to  have  perceived  the 
difficulties  under  which  they  will  have  to  con- 
struct the  railway.  The  colony  says  that  for 
constructing  the  railway  we  will  give  them  this 
land  within  the  block ;  and  if  they  are  satisfied 
with  it,  seeing  that  we  are  satined  with  the 
bargain,  what  business  is  it  of  otirs  ?  They  do 
not  care  about  our  anxiety  for  them,  and  they 
will  carry  out  the  work  in  spite  of  it.  With  re- 
gard to  differential  rates,  I  suppose,  if  we  give 
the  matter  into  the  hands  of  a  private  com- 
pany, they  must  be  allowed  to  regulate  their 
«wn  rates. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  OLIVER.— Not  by  discrimi- 
nating rates. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  BONAE.— I  think,  if  I  am  not 
mistaken,  there  is  a  regulation  by  which  the.se 
rates  are  subject  to  certain  restrictions  and  the 
approval  of  the  Government. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  OLIVEB.— The  rates  have  to 
be  approved  by  the  Oovemment ;  but  there  is 
no  provision,  so  far  as  I  can  find,  which  makes 
it  a  penal  ofience  on  the  part  of  the  railway 
to  charge  one  customer  one  rate  and  another 
customer  another. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  BONAR.— I  should  say,  if  the 
tates  are  fixed  by  the  Oovemment,  the  com- 
pany could  not  make  differential  rates.  If  the 
Government  found  that  the  rates  were  being 
departed  from,  that  is  a  matter  which  could  be 
very  soon  rectified.  As  I  said  before,  I  am 
perfectly  satisfied  with  the  contract  in  its 
present  form,  and  I  think  the  whole  of  the  best 
interests  of  the  colony  are  well  served,  and  we 
shall  be  able  to  carry  out  a  work  which  will  be 
not  only  for  the  benefit  of  the  district,  but  also 
for  the  benefit  of  the  colony  as  a  whole. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  HOLMES.— I  have  listened 
very  attentively  to  the  remarks  of  the  last 
speaker,  but  I  think  the  result  of  the  negotia- 
tions connected  with  this  matter  utterly  dis- 
proves what  the  honourable  member  who  has 
just  sat  down  has  been  saying.  I  wish  to  re- 
fer, in  the  first  instance,  to  one  or  two  things 
that  have  struck  me,  and  which  have  not  been 
referred  to  by  other  honourable  members.  In 
reference  to  this  contract  we  are  told  that  Mr. 
Brodie  Hoare,  one  of  the  directors  of  the  com- 
pany, went  over  the  whole  of  the  land  and 
satisfied  himself  as  to  its  quality.  Then,  when 
the  draft  contract  reached  London,  it  was 
found  not  to  answer  the  purpose  at  all,  and 
demands  were  made  which  would  double  or 
treble  the  value  of  the  contract  to  the  com- 
pany. One  or  two  of  these  have  been  referred 
to  by  several  honourable  members;  but  there 
are  one  or  two  others  which  have  not  been  re- 
ferred to,  and  to  which  I  wish  to  draw  the 
attention  of  the  Council.  One  is  this :  In  the 
original  contract  with  Mr.  Brodie  Hoare  the 
surveys  were  to  be  made  at  the  expense  of  the 
Queen  and  the  syndicate.  The  company  now 
wishes  to  throw  the  whole  expense  of  the  sur- 
veys upon  the  Queen. 

The  Hon.  Sir  P.  WHITAKER.— The  con- 
tract  assented  to  by  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives does  not  contain  that  provision. 
Hon.  Mr.  Bonar 


The  Hon.  Mr.  HOLMES.— That  has  not  been 
agreed  to  by  the  syndicate  in  London.  The 
next  point  to  which  I  wish  to  refer  is  a  most 
important  point — that  the  Queen  shall  give  to 
the  company,  and  the  company  to  the  Queen, 
the  ramiing-power  over  their  respective  lines, 
and  shall  pay  50  per  cent,  of  the  receipts  from 
it — that  is  to  say,  that  half  of  the  receipts  for 
traffic  shall  be  given  to  the  Government,  or  the 
company  shall  have  the  power  to  run  over  the 
Government  lines,  paying  them  half  of  what 
they  receive  for  tniific.  When  we  consider 
that  on  one  of  our  lines  the  working-expenses 
are  72  or  82  per  cent.,  we  should  be  losing  by 
this  transaction  28  or  30  per  cent,  as  compared 
with  what  we  should  gain  on  our  own  railways — 
we  should  be  allowing  the  company  to  use  our 
lines  at  a  positive  disadvantage  to  ourselves. 
Then,  again,  with  reference  to  the  value  of  the 
land.  It  appears  that  the  syndicate  at  Home 
heard  of  the  speech  delivered  by  Sir  Robert 
Stout,  the  then  Premier,  in  which  speech  he 
gave  a  very  bad  character  of  the  land,  and  a 
very  poor  idea  of  its  value ;  and  immediately 
an  alteration  took  place,  and  they  made 
these  demands.  Now,  it  has  been  said  by 
the  Hon.  Mr.  Bonar  that  the  original  con- 
tractors resided  in  Canterbury,  and  knew  all 
about  the  value  of  this  land.  Mr.  Brodie 
Hoare  went  over  the  land,  and  made  himself 
acquainted  with  its  quality,  and  was  well  satis- 
fied. And,  besides,  there  is  a  regular  literature 
in  connection  with  the  quality  of  this  land, 
from  various  surveys  made  by  Mr.  Roohfort,  Mr. 
Blair,  Mr.  O'Connor,  Mr.  Foy,  and  three  Com- 
missioners, who  were  appointed  for  the  express 
purpose  of  examining  the  land  in  question. 
The  syndicate  had  all  that  in  black  and  white 
in  the  Blue  Books,  and  were  perfectly  cognisant 
of  it ;  and  yet  they  entered  into  this  agreement, 
and  are  not  prepared  to  carry  it  out.  In  order 
that  honourable  members  may  have  the  in- 
formation in  the  words  of  those  appointed  to 
inspect  the  land,  and  be  able  to  judge  as  to 
whether  there  was  any  attempt  at  misrepresen- 
tation or  exaggeration  in  describing  the  quality 
of  the  land,  I  will  read  an  extract  or  two  from 
the  papers  I  have  referred  to.     Mr.  Foy  says, — 

"I  cannot  explain  why  this  line  should  be 
made,  except  that  it  connects  Nelson  with 
Greymouth. 

"  Prom  Poxhill  to  Hampden,  sixty  miles,  the 
average  traffic  does  not  exceed  one  to  two  drays 
per  week.  There  is  a  good  coach-road  all  the 
way,  with  the  exception  of  four  miles,  which 
has  doubtless  been  finished  since. 

"The  line  is  estimated  to  cost  £10,000  to 
£12,000  per  mile." 

Mr.  Blair  says, — 

"In  company  with  Mr.  O'Connor,  C.E.,  I 
spent  six  weeks  in  making  a  personal  examina- 
tion of  the  East  and  West  Coast  Railway  lines 
proposed. 

"  Nearly  all  the  country  on  the  western  side 
of  the  range  is  covered  with  dense  timber,  and 
the  good  fiat  land  of  any  kind  is  comparatively 
limited.  I  can  confirm  Mr.  Calcutt's  report  on 
the  subject,  as  regards  the  indifferent  character 
of  the  land  and  its  limited  area. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1887.]  Midland  Bailway         [COUNCIL.] 


JSevised  Contract. 


115 


"  The  coal-cieposits  occur  in  a  narrow  belt 
aJong  the  West  CoELst,  which  entails  the  mazi- 
jntun  length  of  carriage.  The  coal  must  be 
brought  from  the  extreme  end  of  the  line.  The 
comparatively  good  harbour  of  Westport,  and 
the  facilities  which  ezist  for  shipping  coal,  are 
sufficient  to  turn  the  scale  in  favour  of  water- 
oarria^e,  even  to  Nelson. 

"  With  refeience  to  the  question  of  making 
the  railway,  and  a  harbour  at  Westpoit,  I  am 
(dearly  of  opinion  that  both  are  not  required. 

"  The  cost  will  be  something  like  £1,750,000, 
the  interest  on  which  comes  to  lOs.  per  ton  on 
all  the  coal  imported  into  the  colony. 

"  From  any  standpoint  whatever  I  can  see 
nothing  to  warrant  such  an  expenditure  for 
many  years  to  come." 

Mr.  Calcntt,  land-valuator  for  the  Colonial 
Government,  says, — 

"The  soil  of  the  forest-lands  is  light  and 
poor.  Where  the  finest  birch-trees  are  found 
there  is  literally  no  soil,  but  a  carpet  of  moss 
and  leaves,  underneath  which  are  boulders, 
shingle,  and  clay,  utterly  useless  for  any  agri- 
ooltaral  purposes  whatever. 

"  Clearing  fit  for  plough  would  cost  £10  to 
£15  per  acre ;  cutting,  burning  off,  and  sowing 
with  grass-seed,  £6  10s.  to  £8  10s.  per  acre. 
Such  an  undertaking  would  not  commend  itself 
to  capitalists  or  farmers,  and  to  the  man  of 
small  means  it  becomes  practically  impossible. 

•'  The  open  land  is  on  the  whole  very  poor 
also :  some  small  patches  here  and  there  nave 
good  soil;  but  the  proportion  of  good  land  to 
the  whole  is  very  small. 

"  Taking  the  piece  of  country  as  a  whole, 
and  viewing  it  from  an  agricultural  and  pas- 
toral point  of  view,  it  is  not,  in  my  opinion, 
adapted  for  the  permanent  settlement  and  sup- 
port of  a  large  number  of  people." 

Hr.  Hursthouse,  M.H.B.,  said,  "The  land 
is  of  little  value  for  settlement,  or  anything 
else ; "  and  one  of  the  best  judges  of  land  in  the 
colony  has  been  over  it  all,  ana  says, — 

"  A  railway  from  Springfield  to  Brunnerton 
wonld  be  of  service,  but  at  a  cost  that  would 
never  recoup  interest  on  the  capital. 

"  From  Keefton  to  Belgrove  the  cost  of  con- 
struction would  be  very  great,  through  a  purely 
mountainous  coimtry  with  very  little  cultivable 
land,  and  could  by  no  possibility  pay  working- 
expenses,  to  say  nothing  of  capital  sunk. 

"  The  land  from  Springfield  to  Arthur's  Pass 
is  purely  open  pastoral,  about  400,000  acres  in 
extent ;  thence  to  the  West  Coast  is  hilly, 
mountainous  bush  country  [the  New  Zealand 
Alpe]." 

A  Commission  was  appointed  by  Government 
to  visit  the  land,  and  report  to  His  Excellency 
the  Governor.    They  say, — 

"  (1.)  That  there  is  little  land  suitable  for 
agriculture.  (3.)  That  the  climate  appears 
quite  unsuitable  for  raising  grain.  (8.)  That 
the  most  important  factor  in  considering  the 
West  Coast  as  a  farming  district  is  the  dense 
forest  with  which  the  whole  country  is  covered: 
the  cost  of  felling  and  clearing  is  out  of 
all  proportion  to  the  value  of  the  land  when 
denied,  and,  owing  to  the  humidity  of  the 


climate,  underscrub  and  rushes  soon  appear 
unless  the  land  is  ploughed  frequently.  After 
considering  the  whole  of  the  foregoing  conclu- 
sions we  must  respectfully  report  to  your  Excel- 
lency that  we  recommend  the  Arthur's  Pass  as 
the  most  suitable ;  but  the  most  sanguine  view 
the  Commission  can  take  is,  that  there  is  no 
prospect  of  the  traffic  paying  more  than  work- 
ing-expenses on  the  completion  of  any  of  the 
alternative  lines." 

Sir  Bobert  Stout,  when  speaking  of  the  land 
referred  to  on  the  West  Coast,  said, — 

"  All  gold-working  land  is  excepted,  and  all 
known  goldfielda.  Land  near  the  Welcome  Reef 
would  not  feed  a  goat  on  ten  acres — not  a 
rabbit.  Any  person  selecting  land  about  Beef- 
ton  for  agricultural  purposes  would  only  be 
fit  for  a  lunatic  asylum.  It  will  never  be  raised 
in  value. for  agricultural  purposes." 

These  are  the  opinions  of  men  of  ability  who 
had  examined  the  country,  and  were  given  to 
guide  the  Government  before  any  company,  oi 
syndicate  of  contractors  was  ever  thought  of. 
Mr.  Brodie  Hoare,  with  his  engineers  and  as- 
sistants, was  over  the  country,  and  expressed 
his  approval  of  it.  His  taking  exception  to  it 
now,  merely  because  of  the  speech  of  Sir  Bobert 
Stout,  is  only  a  flimsy  pretext  to  justify  exact- 
ing further  concessions  from  Government.  Had 
he  considered  the  fact  that  a  considerable 
portion  of  the  land  set  apart  as  an  endowment 
IS  from  2,S00ft.  to  6,500ft.  above  the  level  of 
the  sea,  and  in  the  latitude  of  the  Middle 
Island,  he  would  have  known  that  for  about 
half  the  year  it  would  be  covered  with  snow, 
and  of  no  use  either  for  agriculture  or  for 
grazing.  The  open  land  on  both  sides  of  the 
Hurunui  will  doubtless  sell  to  the  runholders 
now  in  ooouj>ation ;  but  what  will  be  said  of  our 
radical  politicians,  who  denounce  selling  land 
except  in  small  farms,  now  assisting  to  pass  an 
Act  to  give  away  to  an  absentee  company  mil- 
lions of  acres  in  a  block  ?  The  company  relies 
for  a  revenue  on  coal  and  timber ;  but  how  can 
it  hope  to  compete  with  water-carriage,  where 
there  is  a  well-appointed  fleet  of  steamers  now 
in  the  trade,  and  charging  9s.  per  ton  to  any 
port  in  the  colony?  Mr.  Mills,  the  agent,  told 
me  that,  when  Westport  and  Greymouth  har- 
bours are  improved  and  deepened  to  allow  large 
ships  to  take  in  their  cargo  from  the  staiths, 
Cs.  per  ton  will  be  the  rate.  Now,  I  would  ask, 
how  is  it  possible  to  carry  minerals  120  to  110 
miles  over  such  high  mountains  to  compete 
with  any  of  these  rates?  As  regards  timber, 
most  of  it  is  birch,  and  there  is  some  pine  ;  but 
in  Southland  good  red-pine  can  be  purchased 
at  the  saw-mills  for  4s.  6d.  to  5s.  per  100ft.,  cut 
into  boards  and  scantling,  with  a  level  line  to  a 
good  harbour  at  the  Bluff.  For  goods  and 
passengers  there  will  be  the  competition  of 
steamers  constantly  plying  to  the  ports  on  the 
West  Coast. 

The  hour  of  five  o'clock  having  arrived,  the 
debate  was  adjourned,  and  the  Council  rose. 
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HOUSE    OF   REPBESENTATrVES. 
Tuesday,  29th  November,  1887. 


Flnt  Beadlngs— Second  Beading— Third  Beading— 
Bills  discharged— Otago  Central  Bailway— Hoera 
te  Mimiha  and  Hone  Eoraneho  —  Otago  Dock 
Trtist— Naval  and  Military  Settlers  and  Volun- 
teers—Village Settlers— BangitOcei  Biver— Tara- 
naJd  Central  Bailway  Boute— Forest-tree-plant- 
ing—  Waimea  Plains  Bailway  Bnrtace-meu — 
Eaihu  Valley  Bailway- Vaccine  Lymph— Per- 
manent Volunteer  Force  —  Defence  —  Judges* 
Salaries  — Bailwav-freight  on  Earthenware  — 
Owhaoko  Ijand— Wellington-Fitone  Bailway— 
Wellington  -  Pitone  Telegraph  -  poles  —  Babbit- 

g est— Surrey  Department  Draughtsmen — Manu- 
au  Barbour  —  Business  of  the  House  —  Civil 
Service  Pensioners— Tax  on  Foreign  Bondholders 
— Fiji  —  "Stark's  Purchase  "  —  Notown-Grey- 
mouth  Telephone  —  Sandon  and  Carnarvon 
Small-Farm  Association— St.  Mary's  Industrial 
School  Telephone  —  Clyde  Post-office  —  Ophii> 
Matakanui  Telephone  —  Marsden,  Duuganville, 
and  Greenstone  Telephone — Telegram  Beceipts 
— Bemington-Lee  Rifles— Auckland  Unemployed 
—Property-tax  Officials'  Bonuses— Pitone  Bail- 
way-Htation— Sounds  County  Bailway-sleepers— 
Land-transfer — Subsidy  tor  wire-netting  Fences 
—Egress  from  Public  Buildings— Wire-netting— 
Public  Works  not  let  by  Public  Competition- 
Land  Bill.         

Mr.  Speaeeb  took  the  chair  at  half-past  two 
o'clook. 

Pbatebs. 

FIBST  BEADINGS. 
Coroners  BUI,  Public  Proclamations  Valida- 
tion Bill,  Schools  and  Colleges  Rating  Exemp- 
tion Bill. 

SECOND  READING. 
Public  Proclamations  Validation  BiU. 

THIRD  RE.4.DINa. 
Public  Proclamations  Validation  Bill. 

BILLS  DISCHARGED. 
Wellington  Girls'  High  School  Bill,  Welling- 
ton College  Bill. 

OTAGO  CENTRAL  RAILWAY. 

The  Public  Petitions  Committee  brought  up 
a  report  on  the  petition  of  Hathison  Brothers, 
of  Dunedin,  stating  that  they  had  no  recom- 
mendation to  make. 

On  the  motion.  That  the  report  lie  on  the 
table, 

Mr.  FISH  said  he  did  not  know  how  the 
Committee  bad  arrived  at  the  conclusion  they 
had  come  to  upon  the  case,  if  the  facts  were 
as  he  had  been  informed.  The  petitioners  were 
contractors  on  the  Otago  Central  Railway,  and, 
according  to  schedule  prices  attached  to  their 
contract,  they  were  entitled  to  a  certain  rate 
per  yfttd  for  the  removal  of  earthwork  from 
slopes.  It  appeared  that  the  Government  Sur- 
veyor disputed  the  amount  claimed  by  the 
contractors  under  this  provision,  and  the  con- 
tractors had  to  appoint  two  engineers  to  mea- 
sure up  the  quantity ;  and  the  quantity  arrived 
at  by  these  surveyors  was  not  paid  for  by  the 
Government  at  schedule  rates,  as  provided  for. 
The  matter  was  then  referred  for  arbitration  to 
the  Chief  Engineer  of  the  colony,  who,  accord- 


ing to  the  terms  of  the  contract,  had  power  to 
act  as  final  arbitrator  in  the  case.  That  gentle- 
man made  an  award  which  these  men  urged 
did  not  meet  their  claim,  but  was  several 
hundreds  of  pounds  less  than  they  were  en- 
titled to  according  to  the  measurement  of 
their  own  surveyors — Messrs.  Robert  Hay  and 
L.  0.  Beal,  jun. — who  were  two  of  the  best 
engineers  in  Dunedin.  The  contractors,  he 
might  say,  could  obtain  no  information,  as  far 
as  he  could  understand,  from  the  Government 
En^neer  as  to  how  be  arrived  at  the  amount 
which  the  Government  had  paid ;  and  they 
contended  that  they  were  entitled  to  a  certain 
sum  per  yard,  as  scheduled  in  the  contract. 
As  he  had  said,  they  had  hod  the  work  mea- 
sured, and  it  came  to  many  hundred  yards 
more  than  they  had  been  paid  for.  They  now 
prayed  for  relief ;  and  they  were  in  the  unfor- 
tunate position  that  one  man  had  power  to  say 
the  Government  should  pay  so  much,  but  did 
not  say  how  he  made  up  his  award.  There  was 
another  thing  respecting  which  the  petitioners 
had  a  grievance  and  prayed  for  relief ;  and  it 
was  amazing  to  him,  if  the  evidence  had  been 
put  before  the  Committee  as  he  had  heard  it, 
that  they  should  have  come  to  the  conclusion 
announced  in  their  report.  It  was  stated  that 
these  men  had  been  singled  out,  apparently, 
from  all  other  contractors  on  the  line  for  the 
purpose  of  being  fined.  There  were  other  con- 
tractors who  had  exceeded  the  limits  of  their 
contract-time  by  a  considerable  period,  but  no 
fines  had  been  inflicted  except  upon  these  par- 
ticular oontraotora,  who  had  been  fined  £100. 
Surely  it  must  appear  very  unfair  to  tlie  minds 
of  honourable  gentlemen  if  one  contractor  did 
not  get  fined  for  exceeding  his  contract-time 
and  another  one  did.  He  believed  that,  in 
connection  with  these  works  on  the  Otago 
Central  Railway,  there  was  one  individual,  an 
Inspector  on  the  line,  who  acted  very  unfairly 
with  regard  to  contractors.  It  was  freely  al- 
leged by  nine  out  of  ten  contractors  who  hod 
the  misfortune  to  do  work  on  that  lino  that 
unless  they  stood  in  favour  with  this  particular 
individual  they  would  get  very  little  chance  of 
having  justice  done,  ak  might  state,  as  a  fact 
in  connection  with  this  matter,  that  the  peti- 
tioners hod  lost  a  considerable  sum  of  money 
over  their  contract — no  less  a  sum  than  £2,000. 
He  believed  the  arbitrator  of  the  Government 
had  awarded  them  lass  than  he  should  have 
done  because  the  work  happened  to  be  of  an 
easy  character.  Well,  he  would  i>oint  out  to 
the  House  that  that  was  most  unfair,  because 
it  might  have  happened  that  the  extra  work 
would  have  been  of  a  very  difficult  character, 
and  in  that  case  the  Engineer  would  not  have 
allowed  anything  extra ;  and  the  fact  that  the 
work  had  happened  to  be  of  an  easy  charac- 
ter was  no  justification  for  doing  an  injustice 
to  the  contractors.  The  report  was  exceedingly- 
bald  ;  and  he  would  like  to  hear  some  explana- 
tion from  the  Chairman  of  the  Committee  as 
to  why  they  had  arrived  at  the  conclusion  they 
had.  In  the  meantime  he  would  move,  That 
the  report  be  referred  back  to  the  Committee 
for  reconsideration ;  as  he  felt  sure,,  from  lus. 
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knowledge  of  the  case,  that  an  injustice  bad 
been  done  to  these  men. 

Mr.  T.  THOMPSON  might  say  in  connec- 
tion with  the  petition  that  the  Committee  had 
gone  yeiy  fully  into  the  matter,  and  had  had 
Mr.  Blair,  the  Engineer  of  the  department,  and 
all  the  documentary  evidence  affecting  the 
matter,  before  them.  The  evidence  ^owed 
this,  that  after  the  contractors  were  dissatisfied 
with  the  decision  of  the  District  Kngineer,  the 
engineer  in  charge  of  the  work,  the  matter  was 
referred  to  Mr.  Blair  for  arbitration,  and  he 
awarded  the  contractors  the  sum  of  £425  in 
excess  of  the  amount  previously  arrived  at. 
After  that  decision  was  made  known  to  the 
contractors  a  letter  was  written  to  Mr.  Blair 
expressing  satisfaction  with  his  decision,  and 
a  xeceipt  in  full  of  all  demands  in  connec- 
tion with  the  contract  was  given.  It  had  also 
come  out  that  in  more  than  one  instance  the 
petitioners  had  been  fairly  and  liberally  dealt 
with,  inasmuch  as,  after  the  Engineer  had 
allowed  the  penalty  to  be  remitted  for  a  suffi- 
cient time  to  cover  all  alterations  in  connection 
with  the  contract,  there  were  still  some  twenty- 
three  weeks  left  upon  which  penalties  could 
have  been  inflicted,  and  they  were  let  off  all 
except  to  the  extent  of  £100,  which  represented 
only  five  weeks.  At  the  time  Mr.  Blair's  award 
was  made  no  complaint  was  made  by  the  con- 
tractors ;  but,  as  be  had  already  said,  in  a 
letter  that  was  before  the  Committee  they  ex- 
pressed entire  satisfaction  with  the  decision, 
and  made  no  complaint  whatever.  The  Com- 
mittee went  very  fully  into  the  matter,  and  he 
.  conld  not  see  that  any  purpose  would  be  served 
by  referring  it  back  to  the  Committee.  If  any 
further  evidence  could  be  produced  he  himself, 
and,  he  had  no  doubt,  the  Committee,  would  be 
very  glad  to  reconsider  the  matter ;  but  unless 
further  evidence  could  be  produced  nothing 
could  be  gained  by  referring  the  report  back. 

Mr.  BBUCE  said  that,  without  going  into  the 
nhole  of  the  case,  he  might  say  that  it  would 
be  very  difficult  to  add  anything  to  the  remarks 
made  by  the  Chairman.  He  might  just  repeat 
what  the  Chairman  had  stated  in  reference  to 
this  petition,  tbat  if  any  additional  evidence 
was  forthcoming  he,  for  one,  would  be  very 
much  pleased  indeed  to  see  the  report  referred 
back,  because  there  was  a  considerable  amount 
of  sympathy  with  the  contractors  who  had  pre- 
sented the  petition.  But  he  must  say  that, 
after  going  fully  into  the  matter,  the  Committoe 
did  not  see  tbat  they  could  possibly  reopen  the 
case.  If  the  honourable  member  for  Dunedin 
South  could  find  any  additional  evidence  he,  as 
a  member  of  the  Committee,  would  be  very 
glad  indeed  to  reopen  the  case. 

Mr.  FISH  did  not  know  whether  any  ad- 
ditional evidence  could  be  produced,  and  the 
fact  of  the  contractors  having  written  a  letter 
expressing  satisfaction  with  the  award  came 
upon  him  with  surprise.  With  regard  to  the 
statement  about  the  receipt  being  given  in  full, 
these  contractors  were  like  most  other  contrac- 
tors, overdrawn  at  their  banker's  for  a  consider- 
able amoont,  and  they  had  given  a  general 
order  to  the  banker  to   receive  all  moneys 


coming  from  the  Government  in  respect  of 
this  contract,  and  when  the  award  became 
known  the  banker  took  the  money  and  gave  a 
receipt. 

Mr.  T.  THOMPSON  said  it  appeared  that 
the  contractors  gave  the  receipt.  They  owned 
that  they  had  an  overdraft  at  the  bank,  and 
the  receipt  was  given  on  their  authority. 

Mr.  LBVESTAM  did  not  know  anything 
about  the  merits  of  the  case,  but  it  appeared 
from  this  report  that  the  petitioners  petitioned 
against  an  alleged  wrongful  act  of  the  Govern- 
ment. The  Committee  reported  that  they  had 
no  recommendation  to  make.  He  had  fre- 
quently drawn  the  attention  of  the  House  to 
the  fact  that  this  was  a  most  unsatisfactory  way 
of  dealing  with  petitions.  When  any  one  pre- 
sented a  petition  to  the  House  he  expected  to 
get  an  answer,  and  the  Committee  ought  to 
report  that  he  was  either  entitled  to  something 
or  he  was  not,  iustesid  of  reporting  that  they 
had  no  recommendation  to  make.  He  thought 
the  House  had  a  right  to  expect  that  the  Com- 
mittee should  report  oneway  or  the  other  upon 
petitions  that  were  presented  to  them. 

Mr.  BRUCE  might  point  out  that  if  the 
Committee  went  fully  into  the  matter,  as  there 
was  a  conflict  of  engineering  evidence  directly 
involved,  they  would  have  to  bring  all  the  wit- 
nesses up  from  Otago.  The  Committee  did  not 
consider  themselves  justified  in  doing  so. 

Mr.  LEVESTAM  said  that  in  that  case  the 
Committee  ought  to  say  that  they  had  had  no 
opportunity  of  going  fully  into  the  case.  The 
Committee  told  lionourable  members  that  they 
hod  brought  in  this  report  without  hearing  all 
the  evidence.  They  led  the  House  to  believe 
that  they  had  gone  fully  into  the  case,  and 
now  it  turned  out  that  they  had  not  done  so. 

Mr.  T.  THOMPSON  said  the  honourable 
member  for  Nelson  had  quite  misunderstood 
the  remarks  of  the  honourable  member  for 
Bongitikei.  The  Committee  did  not  wish  to 
exclude  any  evidence,  but  hod  brought  up  the 
report  in  accordance  with  the  evidence  be- 
fore it. 

Mr.  ROSS  said  the  Chairman  had  stated  that 
Mr.  Mathison  had  written  a  letter  expressing 
his  entire  satisfaction  with  the  award.  Here 
the  Chairman  was  a  little  in  error.  He  did  not 
express  his  satisfaction  with  the  award.  More- 
over, the  letter  was  written  before  he  had  been 
informed  that  any  penalty  was  imposed.  He 
thought  that  Mr.  Mathison  had  a  perfect 
right  to  suppose  that  the  whole  circumstances 
respecting  his  case  had  been  thoroughly  inves- 
tigated and  considered,  and  he  was  surprised 
when,  instead  of  getting  £425,  he  received  only 
£325,  the  penalty  of  £100  being  deducted  from 
the  amount. 

Mr.  RHODES  said  that  the  petitioners  ex- 
pressed satisfaction  with  regard  to  the  arbitra- 
tion, and  signed  a  receipt  in  full.  He  thought 
that  was  sufficient  evidence  to  justify  the  Com- 
mittee in  bringing  up  the  report  they  did, 

Mr.  FISH  said  he  had  that  moment  seen 
the  petitioner,  and  was  assured  by  him  that  he 
did  not  sign  the  receipt  himself,  that  it  was 
signed  by  the  banker,  and  that  he  never  wrote 
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a  lettei  expressing  satisfaction  with  the  award. 
It  appeared  to  him  (Mr.  Fish)  that  there  was  a 
most  extraordinary  conflict  of  eyidence  some- 
where or  other.  He  thought,  under  the  cir- 
cumstances, the  petition  might  be  referred 
back  to  the  Committee ;  and  he  would  take  an 
opportunity  himself  of  looking  over  the  docu- 
ments. ' ' 

Amendment  agreed  to,  and  report  referred 
back  to  the  Committee. 

HOERA  TE  MIMIHA  AND  HONE  KORA- 
NEHO. 

Mr.  T.  THOMPSON  brought  up  the  report 
of  the  Public  Petitions  Committee  on  the 
petition  of  J.  C.  Macky  and  others  and  the 
petition  of  E.  McDonell  and  others,  praying 
that  Hoera  to  Mimiha  and  Hone  Koraneho, 
convicted  of  peijury,  might  be  allowed  an 
opportunity  of  proving  their  innocence.  He 
begged  to  move,  That  the  report  do  lie  on  the 
table,  and  be  referred  to  the  Government  for 
consideration. 

Sir  G.  OBEY  simply  wished  to  state,in  refer- 
ence to  this  petition,  that,  having  perused  the 
documents  connected  vrith  the  case  several 
times,  he  was  satisfied  that  very  probably  a 
gross  injustice  had  taken  place  ;  and,  if  such 
an  injustice  had  taken  place,  it  was  of  the  most 
extraordinary  kind,  because  people  who  had 
suffered  a  very  great  injury  and  wrong  were 
now  in  prison  on  a  charge  of  perjury,  said 
to  have  been  committed  in  an  attempt  they 
made  to  redress  that  wrong.  He  believed  it 
was  a  case  worthy  of  the  full  consideration  of 
the  Government,  and  he  had  no  doubt  what- 
ever it  would  receive  that  careful  attention 
which  it  really  demanded.  To  a  certain  extent 
he  regretted  that  the  petition  came  up  for  pre- 
sentation to  the  House  in  the  first  instance. 
He  believed,  if  the  case  had  gone  to  the  Govern- 
ment at  once,  the  probability  was  that  it  would 
have  been  inquired  into  before  this  time,  and 
probably  justice  would  have  been  done.  He 
trusted  the  Government  would  give  this  case, 
which  was  one  of  the  most  extraordinary  he 
had  ever  known,  that  careful  consideration  it 
required.  He  could  not  help  thinking  that 
the  result  would  be  that  the  two  prisoners  now 
confined  in  gaol  would  be  adjudged  to  be 
there  wrongfully,  and  would  have  their  liberty 
restored,  and  would  have  some  compensation 
for  the  wrong  they  had  suffered. 

Mr.  PEACOCK  desired  in  some  degree  to 
emphasize  the  report,  and  ask  the  Government 
to  consider  the  matter.  Ordinarily,  it  was  not 
a  proper  thing  to  call  in  question  a  judgment 
of  the  Supreme  Court.  In  this  case,  however, 
the  circumstances  were  somewhat  peculiar, 
and  such  as  to  warrant  very  careful  considera- 
tion on  the  part  of  the  Government,  with  a 
view  to  seeing  whether  a  further  trial  should 
not  take  place,  and  that  those  now  in  gaol 
might  have  an  opportunity  of  clearing  them- 
selves. 

Mr.  FERGUS. — I  only  desire  to  assure  the 

honourable  members  for  Auckland  Central  and 

Ponsonby  that  when  the  report  of  this  Petitions 

Committee  comes  before  the  Government  they 

Mr.  Fish 


will  give  it  their  very  oarefnl  attention,  and,  if 
any  wrong  has  been  done,  will  endeavour,  oa 
far  as  possible,  to  rectify  that  wrong. 
Motion  agreed  to. 

OTAGO  DOCK  TRUST. 

Mr.  T.  THOMPSON  brought  up  the  report  of 
the  Public  Petitions  Committee  on  the  petition 
of  the  Dunedin  Chamber  of  Commerce,  praying 
for  the  appointment  of  a  Select  Committee  to 
inquire  into  the  management  of  the  Otago 
Trust,  and  moved.  That  the  report  do  lie  on  the 
table. 

Mr.  ALLEN  said  that  this  matter  was  a  very 
important  one,  and  one  that  should  not  be 
longer  delayed.  He  was  going  to  give  notice 
of  motion  on  the  subject,  but  perhaps  his  best 

Elan  was  to  ask  the  Premier  whether  he  would, 
etween  this  and  next  day,  consider  the  matter 
of  giving  him  facilities  for  the  appointment  of  » 
Select  Committee.  The  appointment  of  such 
a  Committee  had  been  recommended  in  the 
report  of  the  Public  Petitions  Committee,  just 
now  presented. 

Major  ATKINSON  said  the  Government 
knew  nothing  about  the  facts  of  the  case, 
which  appeared  to  be  a  matter  of  some  im- 
portance. He  would  look  into  it  before  next 
day,  and  would  then  state  what  course  he 
thought  should  be  pursued.  He  hoped  that 
would  satisfy  the  honourable  member  for 
Dunedin  East. 

Mr.  FISH  thought  the  Government  would 
find  it  a  waste  of  time  to  go  further  in  this 
matter.  The  Dock  Trust  was  created  by  an 
Act  of  the  House,  and  they  had  done  certain 
things  in  regard  to  floating  a  loan,  and  his 
opinion  was — however  much  he  differed  from, 
the  Trust  as  to  the  propriety  of  the  action  they 
had  taken  with  regard  to  the  raising  of  the 
loan  for  the  purpose  for  which  it  was  obtained 
— that  the  Premier  would  find  it  very  little 
good  troubling  himself  about  the  matter.  He 
did  not  think  the  honourable  gentleman  would 
find  it  worth  while  to  take  any  action.  If  any 
wrong  had  been  done  it  was  past  recalling,  and 
he  thought  the  thing  should  be  allowed  to 
remain  exactly  where  it  was. 

Mr.  MILLS  did  not  think  ajiy  good  could  be 
done  by  opening  up  this  matter.  He  did  not 
think  there  was  any  objection  to  offer  to  the 
appointment  of  a  Select  Committee,  but  it 
appeared  to  him  that  it  would  lead  to  useless 
expense,  and  it  would  be  sufficient  for  the  pur- 
pose if  the  Government  would  take  in  hand 
an  inquiry  such  as  was  asked  for/  by  the 
petitioners,  as  that  could  be  done  at  very  much 
less  cost.  Having  a  full  knowledge  of  all  the 
facts  of  this  matter,  his  idea  was  that  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  Dock  Trust  had  been  strictly 
within  the  four  comers  of  the  Act,  and  that 
nothing  could  be  gained  by  inquiry.  However, 
ho  should  not  object  to  the  appointment  of  a 
Committee  if  it  was  the  desire  of  the  House. 

Mr.  ROSS  took  leave  to  differ  from  both  the 
last  speakers.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Dock 
Trust,  and,  from  his  knowledge  of  its  actions,, 
he  believed  that  a  most  searching  inquiry  was 
necessary.    According  to  the  opinions  of  the 
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late  Colonial  Tieasurer,  the  proceedings  of  the 
Trust  had  been  "  frightfully  irregular."  He 
had  no  doubt  that  if  a  Select  Committee  were 
appointed  there  would  be  such  facts  brought  out 
as  to  cause  the  Government  to  consider  whether 
it  would  not  be  desirable  to  dissolve  the  Trust. 
Motion  agreed  to. 

NAVAL  AND  MILITARY  SETTLERS  AND 
VOLUNTEERS. 

Colonel  PRASER  asked  the  Premier, 
Whether  it  ia  the  intention  of  the  Government 
to  bring  in  the  Naval  and  Military  Settlers  and 
Volunteer  Land  Bill  this  session  ? 

Mr.  G.  P.  RICHARDSON  said,  as  he  had 
already  stated,  it  was  the  intention  of  the 
Government  to  bring  in  such  a  Bill  this  session. 

VILLAGE  SETTLERS. 

Mr.  HOBBS  asked  the  Government,  Whether 
their  attention  has  been  drawn  to  the  regula- 
tions that  are  now  in  force  for  passing  work 
done  by  village  settlers  on  their  sections ;  and 
whether  the  Survey  Department  cannot, 
through  their  District  Surveyor,  bo  authorised 
to  certify  for  payment  as  soon  as  the  work  is 
completed,  without  the  settlers  having  to  wait 
for  months  for  the  advent  of  the  Village 
Steward  ?  He  hod  presented  a  petition  on  the 
same  subject  that  day,  and  he  had  also  received 
letters  from  different  settlers;  and  he  might 
add  that  when  he  was  taking  a  trip  in  the 
North  lately  he  found  this  matter  to  be  one  of 
the  chief  causes  of  complaint.  Further,  he 
might  also  read  a  short  extract  from  the  Auck- 
land Star  of  the  18th  November,  in  which  the 
matter  was  also  referred  to.  He  was  not  going 
to  read  the  whole  of  the  article,  because  a  good 
deal  of  it  was  outside  the  particular  matter  to 
which  he  wished  to  draw  attention ;  nor  did 
he  wish  to  dwell  on  the  wrongs  of  the  settlers 
for  fear  that  he  should  be  accused  of  interested 
motives.  He  simply  brought  the  matter  for- 
trard  in  the  interests  of  the  settlers.  The 
extract  he  referred  to  was  as  follows : — 

"  But  the  irregular  communication  with  the 
place  had  been  aggravated  by  the  want  of  a 
better  system  for  making  the  payments  to 
settlers.  The  visits  of  the  Village  Steward  are 
neoessarily  few  and  far-between,  while  the 
need  for  food  by  the  settlers  and  their  families 
is  ever  present.  It  would  be  all  right,  says 
this  unfortunate  settler,  who  is  struggling 
onder  hardships  that  would  break  the  strongest 
man  down,  if  there  was  some  person  on  the 
spot  antborised  to  pay  the  settlers  the  amounts 
goaianteed  by  the  Government  as  they  are 
earned.  W^hy  should  not  such  a  person  be  ap- 
pointed ?  The  Government,  having  induced 
these  settlers  to  go  upon  land  which  is  difficult 
of  access  from  Auckland,  ought  to  have  made 
provision  in  the  settlement  for  paying  the  men 
what  is  due  to  them.  They  ought  to  do  so 
now,  and  not  leave  these  industrious  men  who 
have  gone  out  into  the  wilderness  to  make  in- 
dependent homes  for  themselves  and  their 
children  to  starve,  or  force  them  to  abandon 
their  cultivations,  which  have  cost  so  much 
physical  and  mental  suffering,  to  drift  back 


into  the  cities,  penniless  and  destitute,  broken 
and  crushed  men.  A  fate  such  as  this  for 
men  who  went  forth  lion-hearted  to  win  from 
Mother  Earth  a  livelihood  would  be  lament- 
able indeed." 

He  might  odd  that  it  took  the  Steward  of  tho 
settlements  about  two  months  to  go  round,  so 
that  the  settlers  hal  to  wait  a  con8iderabl» 
time  for  him  to  come  to  a  particular  settle- 
ment to  pass  work  done.  He  thought  Govern- 
ment might  make  some  arrangement  under 
which  some  person  in  each  settlement  could 
pass  work  when  done,  so  that  the  settler  might 
get  his  money  at  the  end  of  the  month.  Ha 
could  assure  the  Government  that  it  was  a  hard 
case,  and  that  it  ought  to  have  their  immediate 
attention,  as  he  hoped  it  would. 

Mr.  G.  F.  RICHARDSON  thought  that  the 
matter  had  been  exaggerated,  for  no  complaint 
had  yet  reached  the  deportment  with  reference 
to  this  matter.  It  would  be  a  great  waste  of 
time  if  the  District  Surveyor  had  to  leave  hia 
work  and  go  to  one  of  these  settlements  each 
time  that  a  settler  wanted  an  advance.  There 
was  a  Ranger  appointed  for  the  purpose  of  pass- 
ing the  work  done,  and  furtlier  than  that  the 
Government  did  not  at  present  see  their  way 
to  go. 

Mr.  HOBBS,  to  prevent  any  possibility  of 
misunderstanding,  might  say  that  he  had  no 
fault  to  find  with  the  Steward,  who,  he  believed^ 
was  a  man  in  every  way  fitted  for  his  position. 

RANGITIKEI  RIVER. 

Mr.  BRUCE  asked  the  Government,  Whether 
they  will,  in  view  of  the  serious  destruction  to 
the  bonks  of  the  Bangitikei  River  by  floods  and 
the  consequent  injury  to  settlers,  instruct  one 
of  their  Engineers,  skilled  in  protective  works, 
to  visit  and  report  upon  the  best  methods 
of  conservation  as  applicable  in  this  instance  ? 
This  was  o  matter  of  very  great  importance, 
and  had  applicotion  to  other  districts  as  well 
as  Bangitikei;  though,  in  this  particular  in- 
stance, the  injury  done  was  of  a  very  serious 
ohsuracter.  When  the  country  was  first  settled 
the  banks  were  well  protected  by  trees,  shrubs, 
and  other  herbage,  thot  had  since  been  de- 
stroyed by  fire,  cattle,  and  other  agencies, 
with  the  result  that  thousands  of  acres  of  rich 
oUuviol  land  had  been  swept  away  by  the  river. 
It  wos  in  view  of  this  that  he  asked  the  Go- 
vernment to  allow  one  of  their  Engineers  t» 
visit  the  locality,  and  furnish  o  report  which 
might  guide  settlers  as  to  the  best  protective 
methods  to  employ,  if  any  existed,  whereby 
they  might,  individually  or  noUectively,  arrest 
the  destruction  that  was  going  on. 

Mr.  MITCHELSON  replied  that  this  opened 
up  a  very  wide  question  indeed,  and  he  did  not 
know  that  it  wos  o  matter  in  which  the  Govern- 
ment could  very  well  take  action,  els  it  appeared 
to  him  that  it  was  more  a  matter  for  private 
engineers.  If  the  Grovernment  were  to  under- 
take such  works  it  might  be  considered  to  be  an 
interference  with  private  professional  practice. 
However,  if  the  honourable  gentleman  would 
point  to  any  particular  place  where  much 
damage  had  been  done,  he  (Mr.  Mitchelson) 


Digitized  by 


Google 


120      Waimea  Plains  Bailway       [HOUSE.] 


Surfacemen. 


[Nov.  29 


would  instruct  one  of  the  officers  of  the  depart- 
ment to  visit  it  emd  make  a  report. 

Mr.  BBUCE  said  that  was  all  he  wanted. 
He  thought  it  a  question  of  national  import- 
ance. 

TAEANAKI  CENTRAL  RAILWAY  ROUTE. 

Mr.  MARCHANT  asked  the  Government, 
Whether  they  will,  at  an  early  date,  give  in- 
structions for  a  survey  of  the  best  route  to  con- 
nect Taranaki  with  the  Central  Railway  ? 

Mr.  MITCHELSON  said  that  the  intentions 
of  the  Government  with  respect  to  the  North 
Island  Trunk  Railway  would  oe  ftilly  explained 
in  the  Public  Works  Statement. 

PGREST-TREE-PLANTING. 

Mr.  BUXTON  asked  the  Government,  If 
any  claims  have  been  made  under  the  Forest- 
tree-planting  Encouragement  Act ;  if  so,  bow 
many,  and  when  will  the  Government  settle 
such  claims  1 

Mr.  G.  P.  RICHARDSON  said  there  were 
124  claims,  representing  an  area  of  5,247  acres 
planted,  now  before  the  department.  Many  of 
these  claims  would  not  come  within  either  of  the 
Acts  or  regulations,  as  nearly  every  one  who 
planted  trees  seemed  to  have  sent  in  claims  in 
response  to  an  advertisement  calling  for  claims 
to  be  sent  in  before  the  end  of  1885.  The 
money- value  of  the  above  claims  was  £20,908. 
In  addition  there  were  fifty- four  land  orders  ex- 
tant, representing  a  money-value  of  £5,798,  for 
1,449  acres  planted.  The  time  within  which 
scrip  was  exercisable  was  limited  by  Act  to  two 
years,  but,  as  there  had  been  no  land  available 
in  Canterbury,  in  which  district  most  of  the 
orders  were  issued,  the  scrip  has  not  been 
exercised.  It  was  hoped,  however,  that  on  the 
passing  of  the  Land  Bill  opportunities  would 
be  afforded  for  exercising  the  greater  portion  of 
the  scrip  which  had  been  issued. 

WAIMEA  PLAINS  RAILWAY  SURFACE- 
MEN. 

Mr.  COWAN  asked  the  Minister  for  Public 
Works,  If  it  is  his  intention  to  assimilate  the 
wages  paid  to  surface-men  on  the  Waimea 
Plains  Railway  to  those  paid  to  the  same  class 
of  workmen  on  the  other '  Government  rail- 
ways? The  surface-men  employed  by  the 
Waimea  Plains  Railway  Company  when  their 
railway  was  transferred  to  the  Government 
were  paid  for  their  services  6s.  a  day ;  while 
men  who  had  been  since  transferred  to  that 
section  from  other  lines  were  being  paid  68.  6d. 
a  day,  that  being  the  standard  wages  paid  by 
Government  for  this  class  of  work.  The  result 
was  that  in  the  same  gang  were  men  in  receipt 
of  different  rates  of  pay,  which  naturally  led 
to  disRatisfoction  among  those  employed.  He 
hoped  the  Minister  would  see  his  way  to  re- 
move the  existing  anomaly  by  paying  all  the 
surface-men  on  the  Waimea  section  6e.  6d.  a 
day. 

Mr.  MITCHELSON  replied  that  when  the 

Government   took    over   the  Waimea   Plains 

Railway,  in   November,  1886,  the  men  who 

were  tiien  in  the  employment  of  the  company 

ilfr.  MitcheUon 


were  receiving  63.  per  diem,  and  they  were 
continued  in  the  service  of  the  Government  at 
the  same  rate.  All  who  had  been  engaged  by 
the  Government  since  had  been  given  6s.  6d.  a 
day,  and  if  there  were  any  of  the  old  workmen 
who  wore  still  receiving  only  6s.  a  day  he 
would  give  instruction^  to  have  their  wages 
raised  to  the  ordinary  rate  paid  throughout 
the  service. 

KAIHU  VALLEY  RAILWAY. 

Mr.  TAIWHANGA  asked  the  Minister  for 
Public  Works,  Whether  any  money  has  been 
paid  by  the  promoters  of  the  Kaihu  Valley 
Railway  to  the  late  chief  Parore  te  Awha  as 
compensation  for  damage  done  by  the  railway 
to  Native  land  at  Hauhanga,  near  Dargavilla  ; 
and,  if  so,  to  what  amount  ?  Parore  te  Awha 
bad  put  up  a  notice  on  his  land  stating  that 
£3,000  compensation  would  have  to  be  paid  to 
him  for  taking  the  railway  through  his  land ; 
but  the  surveyors  of  the  company  hod  smashed 
the  notice  up.  The  company  had  since  given 
Parore  te  Awha  some  money,  but  not  enough, 
and  he  would  like  to  know  what  that  money 
was  paid  for. 

Mr.  MITCHELSON  said  that  the  Koihu 
Valley  Railway  was  being  constructed  by  a 
private  company,  and  the  Government  had 
therefore  nothing  to  do  with  the  matter ;  but 
since  the  honourable  gentleman  had  placed  the 
question  on  the  Order  Paper  he  had  communi- 
cated with  the  secretary  of  the  company  and 
asked  him  whether  or  not  Parore  te  Awha  had 
received  any  compensation  from  the  company. 
The  reply  was  that  no  com]<>cnsation  had  been 
paid  for  land  taken,  but  he  hod  received  a  sum 
of  £15  for  fencing,  for  which  he  gave  a  receipt 
in  full  for  all  claims  for  fencing.  The  reason 
why  Parore  te  Awha  received  no  compensation 
for  land  taken  was  that  it  was  thought  that, 
owing  to  the  fact  of  his  land  being  greatly  en- 
hanced in  value  by  the  construction  of  the  rail- 
way, he  had  no  intention  of  making  any  claim 
for  money  for  the  land  taken. 

VACCINE  LYMPH. 

Mr.  RHODES  asked  the  Colonial  Secretary, 
Whether  the  Government  will  have  vaccine 
lymph  taken  direct  from  a  calf  sent  to  all 
Public  Vaccinators,  accompanied  by  a  state- 
ment of  the  desirability  of  using  such  lymph  ? 
The  reason  he  put  this  question  on  the  Order 
Paper  was  that  it  had  been  proved  by  Genasar 
experimentalists  that  vaccine  matter  loses  its 
protective  power  unless  occasionally  fortified 
by  using  cow-pox — that  is,  lymph  direct  from 
the  animal. 

Mr.  HI  SLOP  said  there  seemed  to  be  a 
difference  of  opinion  among  medical  men  on 
this  question,  as  on  many  others.  The  prac- 
tice pursued  by  the  Government  was  to  secure 
a  supply  of  calf-lymph,  and  send  it  to  those 
vaccinators  who  asked  for  it.  With  regard  to 
vaccinators  who  were  not  duly-qualified  medi- 
cal men,  the  intention  of  the  Government  was 
to  write  to  them  somewhat  on  the  lines  sug- 
gested by  the  honourable  gentleman's  question. 
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Hr.  HOBBS  moved  the  adjournment  of  the 
House.  He  had  brought  this  matter  nnder  the 
notice  of  the  House  on  a  former  occasion,  when 
he  had  moved  for  a  return  with  reference  to 
the  supply  of  lymph  to  persons  in  various  parts 
of  the  colony,  with  the  object  of  showing  that 
tk  much  better  system  than  the  present  one 
was  wanted  for  the  distribution  of  lymph 
throughout  the  country ;  bat  the  House  in  its 
-wisdom  thought  fit  not  to  allow  him  to  carry 
his  motion.  His  object  had  also  been  to 
show  that  the  department  in  Wellington  ap- 
peaxed  to  ignore  the  medical  men  in  different 
parts  of  the  colony  who  were  corresponding 
with  it;  and  it  was  time  the  department  at- 
tended to  the  wishes  of  those  gentlemen.  At 
the  time  that  he  brought  the  matter  forward 
there  was  small-pox  in  the  colony,  and  also  in 
Hew  South  Wales,  and  sailors  were  constantly 
landing  in  his  district,  with  a  danger  of  spread- 
ing the  disease,  cmd  he  thought  it  only  right  to 
bring  it  imder  the  notice  of  the  House  and  see 
whether  the  medical  men  should  be  snubbed  as 
they  had  been. 

Motion  for  adjournment  not  seconded. 

PERMANENT  VOLUNTEER  FORCE. 

Mr.  JOYCE  asked  the  Government,  If,  in 
their  retrenchment  proposals,  it  is  intended 
(1)  to  reduce  either  the  pay  or  the  strength  of 
the  Permanent  Artillery,  or  (2)  to  reduce  the 
strength  of  the  Volunteer  Force,  or  the  capita- 
tion allowance  usually  granted  to  efficient 
Volunteers  ? 

Major  ATKINSON  said  the  honourable 
gentleman  would  receive  full  information  on 
the  matter  when  the  estimates  for  this  depart- 
ment were  brought  before  the  House ;  and  he 
hoped  the  honourable  gentleman  would  be 
kind  enough  to  wait  till  then. 

DEFENCE. 

Mr.  JOYCE  asked  the  Government,  If  they 
have  received  a  report  from  General  Schaw 
npon  the  defences  of  the  colony  generally. 
Which  he  was  recently  requested  to  make ;  if 
so,  when  will  the  report  be  presented  to  this 
Honse? 

Mr.  FERGUS  replied  that  the  report  had 
not  been  received  from  General  Schaw  yet. 
He  believed  a  preliminary  report  had  been 
printed,  and  was  now  in  the  hands  of  General 
Schaw  for  revision ;  and  vvhon  that  was  received, 
if  it  was  of  such  a  nature  that  it  could  be  made 
public,  it  would  be  laid  on  the  table. 

JUDGES'  SALARIES. 
Mr.  TAYLOR  asked  the  Premier,  Whether 
he  intends  to  amend  the  Civil  List  Acts,  1868 
and  1873,  providing  for  the  reduction  of  sala- 
ries of  Judges  after  the  present  gentlemen  in 
office  cease  to  hold  their  appointments?  There 
was  a  very  important  principle  involved  in 
this  question,  and  he  trusted  the  Government 
would  take  it  into  their  serious  consideration, 
because  when  they  were  dealing  with  reduc- 
tions all  round  he  hoped  they  would  mete  out 
the  same  justice  to  these  gentlemen  as  to 
others.    He  hoped  also  that  they  would  deal 


with  all  salaries  fixed  by  statute,  so  that  they 
might  all  start  afresh. 

Major  ATKINSON  said,  without  committing 
the  Government  in  any  way  to  the  views  ex- 
pressed by  the  honourable  gentleman,  the 
Government  would  consider  this  matter  during 
the  recess,  in  connection  with  other  questions 
of  reduction. 

RAILWAY-FREIGHT  ON  EARTHEN- 
WARE. 

Dr.  PITCHETT  asked  the  Government, 
Whether  they  will  consider  the  advisability  of 
reducing  from  30cwt.  to  5cwt.  the  minimum 
weight  entitling  locally-manufactured  earthen- 
ware to  railway  -  carriage  at  half-rates,  under 
Class  B  ?  He  asked  the  question  as  the  result 
of  a  letter  which  he  had  received  from  a  local 
pottery-factory — the  Milton  Pottery  Company's 
—  and  he  thought  one  or  two  extracts  from 
that  letter  would  induce  the  Government  to 
give  an  answer  in  the  aflirmative.  The  letter 
referred  to  the  excessive  rates  of  freight  on  the 
railways  generally,  and  then  went  on  to  say, — 

"  The  present  concession,  in  favour  of  local 
earthenware,  of  a  reduction  to  half  B  rates  on 
amounts  of  not  less  than  SOcwt.,  is  almost  use- 
less, as  but  few  customers  buy  that  weight  of 
our  ware  in  one  lot.  .  '.  .  A  reduction  to 
5cwt.  would  not  in  any  way  interfere  with  the 
profits  of  tho  railways.  It  would  result  in  our 
being  able  to  supply  customers  at  a  distance. 
.  .  .  The  increase  of  our  turnover  which 
would  thus  be  caused  by  extending  our  market 
would  enable  us  to  still  further  reduce  our 
prices,  and  that,  again,  would  operate  in  the 
direction  of  still  further  increasing  the  turn- 
over. We  should  accordingly  be  able  to  employ 
more  hands,  .  .  .  and  the  amount  of  our 
goods  on  the  railways  would  treble  itself  in 
twelve  months." 

Mr.  MITCHELSON  said  this  matter  had 
already  been  brought  under  his  notice  in  a 
letter  from  the  honourable  member  for  Dunedin 
South,  and  be  had  considered  it  very  carefully. 
He  found  that  the  rate  was  reduced  some  time 
ago  to  the  verj-  lowest  possible  rate,  which  wag 
the  rate  at  which  grain  was  carried.  However, 
in  order  to  encourage  the  manufacture  of 
earthenware  tho  Government  considered  that, 
though  they  conld  not  reduce  the  rate  under 
Closs  B,  they  might  reduce  it  under  Class  C 
to  Class  D  for  lots  under  SOcwt.  That  was  the 
greatest  concession  that  could  at  present  be 
made,  and  it  would  only  apply  to  locally-manu- 
factured earthenware. 

OWHAOKO  LAND. 
Mr.  CARROLL  asked  tho  Native  Minister, 
On  whose  instructions,  or  by  whom,  were  the 
extracts  of  evidence  in  the  Owhaoko  case 
selected  which  have  recently  been  furnished 
to  members?  The  printed  extracts  to  which 
he  referred  involved  charges  of  a  very  serious 
nature  against  persons  outside  who  could  not 
defend  themselves.  Considering  the  evidence 
which  had  been  submitted  to  the  Legislature,  he 
doubted  very  much  whether  the  Legislature  was 
justified  in  ordering  it  to  be  printed.     As  these 


Digitized  by 


Google 


122 


Owhaoko  Land. 


[HOUSE.] 


Bc^bit-pest. 


[Not,  29 


extracts  contained  imputationR  against  petsons 
outside  the  House,  he  asked  the  question  in 
order  to  find  out  at  whose  instigation  those 
extracts  were  obtained  and  for  what  purpose 
they  were  printed ;  for  they  could  serve  no 
public  good  ;  and,  if  they  were  only  obtained  to 
show  personal  hostility  to  persons  outside  the 
House,  then  he  regretted  very  much  that  such 
a  coarse  should  have  been  pursued. 

Mr.  MITCHELSON  replied  that  the  extracts 
of  evidence  in  connection  with  the  Owhaoko 
cose  had  been  ordered  to  be  printed  by  the  late 
Government.  A  motion  having  been  moved  in 
the  Legislative  Council  that  they  should  be 
laid  upon  the  table  of  the  Council,  the  present 
Government  considered  whether  or  not  such 
extracts  should  be  so  produced,  and  they  also 
made  inquiries  as  to  whether  the  whole  of  the 
evidence  taken  at  the  Court  respecting  the  re- 
hearing of  the  Owhaoko  case  was  included  in 
the  paper  referred  to,  and,  having  been  informed 
that  it  was  so,  they  agreed  to  lay  the  paper  on 
the  table  ;  but  they  had  nothing  to  do  with  the 
printing  of  the  paper,  as  that  had  been  ordered 
by  the  late  Government. 

Mr.  CARROLL  moved  the  adjournment  of 
the  House,  and  said  that  all  the  evidence  bear- 
ing on  this  subject  had  not  been  printed,  and 
the  portions  omitted  were  those  m  favour  of 
the  persons  accused.  In  the  interests  of  justice 
those  persons  should  have  an  opportunity  of 
being  heard. 

Dr.  NEWMAN  seconded  the  motion  for  ad- 
journment, and  said  that  Dr.  Buller  had 
written  to  him  on  several  occasions  with  refer- 
ence to  this  matter.  That  gentleman  felt  very 
greatly  aggrieved  at  these  papers,  and  it  would 
be  only  right  that  the  Native  Minister,  now 
that  the  matter  had  been  brought  under  his 
consideration,  should  print  the  whole  of  the 
evidence.  He  understood  that  Dr.  Buller  felt 
so  aggrieved  at  what  had  taken  place  that  if 
he  could  possibly  leave  England  he  would  come 
out  and  take  steps  against  those  who  had  so 
grossly  libelled  his  character. 

Mr.  HOBBS  said  it  would  be  satisfactory  to 
honourable  members  if  they  clearly  understood 
from  the  Native  Minister  whether  it  was  the  pre- 
sent or  the  late  Government  who  determined  as 
to  the  evidence  which  should  be  supplied  in 
answer  to  the  return  asked  for.  He  might  say 
that  when  he  saw  this  return,  and  read  it,  he 
was  perfectly  horrified  that  such  gross  charges 
should  have  been  made  against  an  absent  per- 
son. Such  charges  should  not  be  made  against 
any  man  without  giving  him  an  opportunity  of 
defending  himself .  He  hoped  the  matter  would 
be  cleared  up,  and  that  the  whole  of  the  evi- 
dence would  oe  printed. 

Mr.  MITCHELSON  might  say  that,  when 
the  late  Premier  made  a  request  to  the  Native 
Department  that  this  evidence  should  be  sent 
to  him,  Judge  Mackay  was  then  at  Waipawa. 
He  was  communicated  with,  and  requested 
to  supply  the  whole  of  the  evidence  bearing 
npon  the  question  of  the  application  for  the 
rehearing  of  the  Owhaoko  case.  He  (Mr. 
iOtchelson)  miderstood  that  the  evidence 
which  had  been  printed  only  referred  to  the 
Ur.  Carroll 


rehearing ;  and,  consistently  with  the  request 

to  Judge  Mackay,  he  was  led  to  understand 
that  the  whole  of  that  evidence  had  been 
printed.  However,  he  would  make  further 
inquiries,  and  if  any  of  the  evidence  had  been 
omitted  he  would  have  it  supplied. 
Motion  for  adjournment  negatived. 

WELLINGTON-PITONE  RAILWAY. 

Mr.  FITZHEBBERT  asked  the  Minister  for 
Public  V/orks,  If  the  Government  will,  this 
session,  place  a  sufficient  sum  of  money  on  the 
estimates  for  the  purpose  of  straightening  the 
railway-line  between  Wellington  and  Fitone? 
No  person  who  travelled  along  this  line  could 
fail  to  see  the  number  of  unnecessary  curves 
there  were  on  it.  He  understood  that  at  a 
very  small  cost  the  line  could  be  straightened ; 
and  if  so  the  trains  could  run  out  in  twenty 
minutes  or  a  quarter  of  on  hour,  instead  of 
taking  thirty-five  minutes  as  they  did  now; 
and  if  that  were  done  they  would  have  a  con- 
siderable increase  in  the  population  of  the  dis- 
trict, which  would  add  to  the  traffic  on  the 
railway.  Further  than  that,  if  the  line  were 
straightened,  the  wear  and  tear,  whicli  was 
now  something  terrific,  would  be  reduced  to  a 
minimum,  so  that  there  would  be  a  large  an- 
nual saving  in  the  expense  to  the  Government. 
He  hoped  the  Minister  for  Public  Works  would 
see  his  way  to  place  a  sum  on  the  estimates  for 
this  purpose. 

Mr.  MITCHELSON  said  that  the  question 
was  rather  an  indefinite  one.  If  it  meant  that 
the  Government  should  undertake  to  straighten 
the  line  from  Wellington  to  Fitone  an  enor- 
mous expenditure  would  be  required,  but  if  it 
only  meant  the  straightening  of  the  worst 
curves  the  expenditure  would  be  from  £20,000 
to  £25,000.  Seeing  that  the  amount  required 
even  for  the  latter  was  so  large,  the  Govern- 
ment could  not  see  its  way  to  undertake  the 
work  at  present. 

WELLINGTON-PITONE  TELEGBAPH- 
POLES. 

Mr.  FITZHEBBERT  asked  the  Commis- 
sioner of  Telegraphs,  If  he  will  have  the  tele- 
graph-poles which  have  been  left  standing  on 
the  road  between  Wellington  and  Pitone,  in 
consequence  of  the  recent  deviation  of  the 
railway-fence,  immediately  removed,  so  as  to 
prevent  accidents  ? 

Major  ATKINSON  replied  that  the  Superin- 
tendent would  visit  this  line,  and  see  what  was 
necessary  to  be  done  and  cause  it  to  be  done. 

RABBIT.PEST. 
Mr.  ANDEBSON  asked  the  Minister  of 
Mines,  If  he  intends  getting  a  report  from 
Professor  Watson,  of  Australia,  relative  to  the 
destruction  of  rabbits  by  the  lately-discovered 
method  of  introducing  a  contagious  disease 
among  them  ?  This  question  might  not  seem 
of  any  great  importance  to  the  House,  but 
those  who  had  any  knowledge  of  the  matter 
would  see  that  it  involved  something  of  very 
great  importance  to  the  country.  If  the  Go- 
vernment could  find  means  of  suppressing  the 
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xabbit-pest,  and  thus  incieasing  the  sheep- 
eaxtjixig  capacity  of  the  counfa^  bj  two  oi 
three  millions,  they  vroold  confer  a  great  boon 
on  the  country,  and  the  work  would  be  of  more 
impoitence  than  any  other  that  was  going  on. 
Mr.  G.  F.  RICHAEDSON  might  inform  the 
honourable  gentleman  that,  at  the  instance  of 
the  Babbit  Committee,  the  Government  had 
telegraphed  to  Adelaide  on  this  matter.  Ex- 
periments were  now  being  carried  on  by  Pro- 
fessor Pearson,  and  the  Government  hoped 
soon  to  receive  a  report  from  him  respectmg 
them. 

SURVEY  DEPARTMENT  DRAUGHTSMEK. 

Mr.  TANNER  asked  the  Government,  If 
draughtsmen  in  the  Survey  Department  are 
■till  allowed  to  undertake  private  work  in  map- 
ping ;  and,  if  so,  whether  the  Government  will 
pat  a  stop  to  the  practice  ? 

Mr.  G.  F.  RICHARDSON  replied  that  it  was 
onstomary  in  survey  offices  for  draughtsmen, 
after  office-hours,  for  the  convenience  of  the 
public,  to  make  tracings.  Within  office-hours 
this  was  not  done.  No  request  had  been  made 
to  the  Government  to  stop  this  practice,  and  it 
would  cause  public  inconvenience  to  do  so. 

MANUKAU  HARBOUR. 

Kr.  HA3ILIN  asked  the  Minister  of  Marine, 
What  is  the  reason  for  removing  the  buoys  in 
Muiukaa  Harbour,  especially  those  in  the 
South  Channel  marking  the  course  to  Awhitu, 
PoUok,  and  Waiuku,  and  also  some  of  those  in 
the  Main  Channel  ?  He  wished  to  draw  the 
attention  of  the  Minister  of  Marine  to  this 
matter.  By  a  letter  dated  the  22nd  of  No- 
vember he  was  credibly  informed  that,  on  the 
occasion  of  the  last  visitof  the  "  Stella,"  Captain 
Fairchild  moved  all  the  buoys  in  the  channel 
used  by  all  the  small  coasting  craft,  which 
buoys  had  been  found  on  immense  boon  to 
persons  navigating  the  harbour.  It  appeared, 
also,  that  Captain  Fairchild's  hands  were  not 
confined  to  the  South  Channel,  but  that  he  had 
even  removed  buoys  from  the  Main  Channel, 
which  was  used  by  the  large  boats  ;  and,  to  show 
that  he  thought  that  some  of  the  buoys  were 
necessary,  he  provided  smaller  ones  (oil-cans), 
and  placed  them  as  substitutes  for  those  he  had 
taken  away.  He  (Mr.  Hemilin)  brought  the 
matter  under  the  notice  of  the  Government  in 
the  hope  that,  if  his  information  was  correct 
and  the  buoys  had  been  removed,  instructions 
would  be  given  to  Captain  Fairchild  to  replace 
them  as  soon  as  possible,  as  this  was  a  matter 
of  great  importance,  affecting  the  navigation 
of  the  harbour. 

Mr.  FISHER  was  informed  that  no  buoys 
had  been  removed  from  the  Main  Channel. 
Those  in  the  South  Channel  had  been  removed 
becaose  there  was  only  one  small  steamer 
trading  in  that  portion  of  the  harbour,  and  the 
trade  was  not  sufficient  to  justify  the  keeping 
of  these  buoys  in  repair.  The  buoys  were 
wooden,  and  wanted  painting  occasionally. 
The  master  of  the  vessel  which  traded  there 
declined  to  keep  them  in  repair  for  his  own  use, 
and  they  were  tiierefore  removed.    If  the  master 


of  the  vessel  which  required  to  make  use  of 
the  channel  would  have  undertaken  to  keep 
them  in  good  order,  there  would  have  been  no 
reason  for  removing  the  buoys ;  but  the  ques- 
tion had  been  put  to  him,  and  he  had  declined. 

Mr.  HAMLIN  wished  to  say  that  a  number 
of  vessels  trading  to  Taronaki  and  Hokianga 
constantly  used  this  South  Channel,  and  the 
buoys  were  of  very  great  use  to  them.  So  far 
as  the  small  steamer  trading  to  Waiuku  was 
concerned,  the  master  of  that  vessel  could  run 
without  them  at  anytime ;  but  there  were  other 
vessels  trading  on  the  coast  that  required 
them. 

Mr.  FISHER  could  assure  the  honourable 
gentleman  that  the  information  of  the  depart- 
ment was  that  the  buoys  were  only  used  by  one 
small  steamer. 

Mr.  HAMLIN  said  the  department  must  be 
very  deficient  in  information. 

Mr.  FISHER  said,  of  course,  if  there  was 
any  considerable  traffic  the  buoys  should  be 
put  there  and  kept  there. 

BUSINESS  OP  THE  HOUSE. 

Dr.  NEWMAN  asked  the  Government,  1£ 
they  will,  during  the  recess,  consider  the  whole 
procedure  of  business  in  this  House,  with  the 
object  of  altering  it  so  as  to  moke  it  more 
businesslike,  quicker,  and  more  useful?  The 
debates  of  the  lost  two  days,  and  the  manner 
in  which  Parliament  had  been  conducting  its 
business,  supplied  sufficient  reason  for  asking 
this  question. 

Major  ATKINSON  would  be  very  glad  indeed 
to  consider  it,  and  only  hoped  that  nonourable 
gentlemen  would  consider  it  at  once,  and 
neither  ask  needless  questions  nor  make  long 
speeches  when  they  asked  questions. 

CIVIL  SERVICE  PENSIONERS. 

Mr.  JOYCE  asked  the  Government,  If  it  is 
contemplated  by  the  Financial  Statement  to 
require  officers  who  are  entitled  to  pensions  to 
retire  from  the  public  service  ?  He  desired  to 
ask  the  question,  because  there  were  in  his 
district  several  who  would  be  affected  by  it; 
and  it  seemed  to  him  desirable,  in  the  interests 
of  the  public,  that  the  question  should  be 
asked. 

Major  ATKINSON  said  it  was  not  the  inten- 
tion of  the  Government  to  require  any  officers 
that  they  wanted  in  the  Service  to  leave  the 
Service ;  and  the  rights  of  all  officers  who 
were  now  entitled  to  pensions  would  be  pro- 
perly conserved  if  they  remained  at  smaller 
salaries. 

TAX  ON  FOREIGN  BONDHOLDERS. 

Mr.  TAYLOR  asked  the  Colonial  Treasurer, 
Whether  he  will,  when  revising  the  incidence 
of  taxation  during  the  recess,  consider  the  ad- 
visability of  taxing  all  foreign  holders  of  New 
Zealand  Government  securities,  say,  to  the 
extent  of  one  penny  in  the  pound  ?  He  desired 
to  ask  the  question  because  he  conceived  that 
these  gentlemen  should  contribute  to  the  neces- 
sities of  the  State  equally  with  those  who  lived 
in  the  colony.     A  great  deal  had  been  said 
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abont  repadiatioD,  but  he  could  not  at  all  see 
that  snch  taxation  voald  be  lepndiation.  If 
the  securities  were  held  in  the  colony  taxes 
had  to  be  paid  upon  them.  It  was  contended 
that  we  hod  guaranteed  a  certain  amount  of 
interest.  That  did  not  affect  the  question. 
When  stocks  went  up  £10  or  £12  the  rate  of 
interest  was  reduced  to  those  who  purchased 
at  those  prices  ;  and  he  could  not  see  on  what 
principle  his  suggestion  should  not  be  adopted. 
He  trusted  the  Colonial  Treasurer  would  see 
his  way  to  do  something  in  the  matter  during 
the  recess. 

Major  ATKINSON  said  if  there  was,  in  his 
opinion,  any  possibility  of  taxing  these  bond- 
holders he  should  be  very  glad  to  do  it ;  but, 
to  his  mind,  the  thing  was  impossible.  Ue  did 
not  believe  that  any  law  passed  by  the  House 
would  do  it,  because  he  had  no  doubt  at  all 
that  there  was  a  distinct  engagement,  which 
would  be  enforced  by  the  English  law-courts, 
to  make  certain  payments  in  London  on  a 
certain  day,  and,  if  the  colony  failed  to  do  that, 
then  it  would  be  in  default.  The  difference 
between  bonds  held  in  the  colony  and  at  Home 
was,  that  here  the  Legislature  had  power  to 
determine  what  taxes  should  be  imposed  on 
property  within  its  own  jurisdiction ;  but  it 
could  not  tax  property  that  had  got  to  Eng- 
land. We  had  agreed  to  pay  in  London  a  par- 
ticular sum,  and,  if  we  failed  to  pay  that  sum, 
then  we  were  defaulters. 

FIJI. 

Dr.  NEWMAN  asked  the  Government,  If 
they  will  enter  into  negotiations  with  the 
Colony  of  Fiji,  with  the  object  of  obtaining  a 
political  union  with  New  Zealand  7  The  ques- 
tion was  one  of  very  great  importance.  If  such 
negotiations  were  entered  into,  and  were  suc- 
cessful, a  great  deal  would  be  done  towards  re- 
viving the  island  trade,  which  was  at  present 
languishing. 

Major  ATKINSON  could  not  hold  out  any 
hope  that  during  the  present  recess,  at  any 
rate,  anything  of  the  sort  could  be  done.  The 
honourable  gentleman  was  perhaps  aware  that 
negotiations  were  carried  on  some  time  ago, 
and  that  they  were  not  very  successful.  He 
saw  that  Fiji  was  now  npproaching  one  of  the 
other  colonies  on  the  subject ;  but  he  feared 
that  the  difficulties,  so  far  as  New  Zealand  was 
concerned,  were  insuperable ;  and  if  a  political 
union  were  obtained  he  was  afraid  it  would  not 
be  of  so  profitable  a  nature  as  the  honourable 
gentleman  seemed  to  anticipate. 

"  STARK'S  PURCHASE." 
Mr.  MONK  asked  the  Minister  of  Lands,  If 
the  Qovemment  will  give  as  an  endowment  to 
the  Borough  of  Devonport  that  portion  of  the 
land  known  as  "  Stark's  purchase  "  not  required 
for  defence  purposes?  This  question  referred 
to  a  piece  of  property,  on  the  North  Shore 
from  Auckland,  knoviTi  as  "  Stark's  purchase." 
There  was  a  considerable  portion  of  land,  more 
than  could  possibly  be  required  for  defence 
purposes ;  and  the  people  of  the  Borough  of 
Devonport  were  desirous  that  the  Government 
Ur.  Taylor 


should  arrange  to  give  them  this  as  aa  ea- 
dowment.  He  might  also  mention,  in  support 
of  this,  that  by  the  abolition  of  the  Cram 
and  Native  Lajids  Bating  Act  the  borough 
would  lose  rates  to  the  extent  of  £50  a  year  oa 
this  land,  and  they  would  feel  very  much  the 
diminishment  of  revenue.  He  might  also  say 
that  there  was  very  little  chance  of  the  Oovem- 
ment  being  able  to  sell  this  land  at  anything 
like  the  money  they  paid  for  it;  whereas,  i 
they  gave  it  to  Devonport  as  an  endowment, 
in  two  or  three  generations  hence  it  might 
reach  the  value  paid  for  it,  and  in  the  mean- 
time it  would  benefit  the  present  and  inter- 
mediate generations  of  Devonport.  If  the 
Government  could  see  their  vray  to  comply 
with  this  request  they  would  receive  veiy 
hearty  thanks. 

Mr.  G.  F.  RICHARDSON  regretted  to  state 
that  it  was  out  of  the  power  of  Uie  Government 
to  accede  to  the  request  conveyed  in  this  ques- 
tion. The  land  was  acquired  under  the  pn>- 
visions  of  "  The  Public  Works  Act,  1885,"  which 
provided  that,  when  land  was  acquired  for 
such  purposes,  and  there  was  any  land  over  and 
above  that  actually  required  for  the  poipots 
for  which  it  was  acquired,  it  must  be  disposed 
of  as  provided  for  by  "  The  Public  Works  Act, 
1882." 

Mr.  2I0NK  said  perhaps  the  (lovemment 
would  bring  in  a  short  Act  with  the  de^red 
object. 

Mr.  BRUCE  suggested  that  a  way  out  of  the 
difficulty  would  be  for  the  Government  to  sell 
it  to  the  borough  at  cost  price. 

NOTOWN-GREYMOUTH    TELEPHONE. 

Mr.  GUINNESS  asked  the  Commissioner  of 
Telegraphs,  Whether  he  will  have  telephonic 
conununication  established  between  Kotown 
and  Greymouth  ? 

Major  ATKINSON  was  afraid  the  Govern- 
ment cotUd  not  see  their  way  to  agree  to 
this.  The  estimate  was  that  the  work  would 
cost  £450,  and  that  the  probable  receipts, 
judging  by  the  circulation  of  letters,  would  be 
£10. 

SANDON  AND  CARNARVON  SMALL- 
FARM  ASSOCIATION. 

Mr.  WILSON  asked  the  Minister  for  PubUc 
Works,  If  he  will  assist  the  Sandon  and  Cama^ 
von  Small-farm  Association  by  giving  a  pound- 
for-pound  subsidy  towards  the  erection  of  a 
punt  on  the  Rangitikei  River  opposite  their 
selection  in  the  Otanookapua  Block?  Perhaps 
he  ought  to  ask  the  Minister  of  Lands  this 
question,  as  it  related  to  the  Otamakapua 
Block,  a  very  large  portion  of  which  was 
Crown  land.  The  special  settlement  that 
was  spoken  of  was  on  the  river-side,  and 
behind  it  there  were  Crown  lands  which 
must  bo  opened  up  by  access  being  afforded 
across  the  river.  The  Small -farm  Associa- 
tion was  prepared  to  assist  in  this  matter 
if  it  could  get  a  punt  put  across  the  river.  A 
friend  of  ms  had  written  to  him  to  say  that 
there  was  a  party  wishing  to  get  on  this  land, 
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nd  they  had  been  camped  on  the  river  for 
hiee  treeks  for  want  of  a  pant. 

Mr.  ^nTCHELSON  said  this  was  really  a 
[nestion  for  the  Minister  of  Lands,  as  the 
lonoorable  gentleman  had  stated,  and  it  had 
lothing  to  do  with  the  Public  Works  Depart- 
nent ;  but  he  would  answer  it.  Although 
prants  of  a  like  nature  had  on  rare  occasions 
leen  made  to  local  bodies,  the  Government 
xmld  not  see  their  way  to  comply  with  the 
•eqoest  in  this  instance. 

ST.    MABY'S    INDUSTBIAIi    SCHOOL 
TKLEPHONE. 

Mr.  LEVESTAM  asked  the  Commissioner  of 
Telegraphs,  Whether  he  will  have  telephonic 
Mmmanication  established  between  the  St. 
Mary's  Industrial  School  and  the  City  of  Nel- 
lon?  He  might  say  that  this  was  a  semi- 
public  institution ;  and,  as  tliere  was  a  large 
nnmbor  of  children  there,  for  whom  medical 
aid  might  be  required  at  any  time,  he  hoped 
the  hoDoniable  gentleman  would  give  a  favour- 
able reply  to  the  question. 

Major  ATKINSON  said  that  since  he  got 
the  information  on  this  matter  ho  had  not  had 
time  to  consider  it.  He  found  that  it  would 
cost  aboat  £120.  If  it  were  a  private  establish- 
ment the  institution  would  have  to  pay  £26  the 
first  year  and  £20  a  year  afterwards.  He  vVas 
afraid  the  institution  would  not  be  able  to  pay 
that  amount ;  but  he  would  be  very  happy  to 
eomider  the  matter  further  and  see  if  any  re- 
daction conld  be  made. 

CLYDE  POST-OFFICE. 

Mr.  FYKE  asked  the  Government,  When  the 
Clyde  Post-office  will  be  rebuilt?  In  asking 
this  question,  he  should  like  to  explain  that 
Clyde,  though  small  in  itself,  was  the  starting- 
point  of  two  lines  of  traffic,  two  lines  of  mail- 
coaches,  and  two  lines  of  telegraphs.  All  the 
letters  and  telegrams  going  to  the  country  from 
Dnnedio  must  necessarily  pass  through  Clyde 
to  teach  Cromwell  and  the  country  above  it — 
Arnnrtown  or  Queenstown.  In  addition  to 
that,  Clyde  was  the  seat  of  the  county  govem- 
nient,  and  also  the  head -quarters  for  police 
sod  three  counties ;  and  in  many  other  respects 
it  was  necessary  that  the  post-office  should  be 
{here.  The  post-office  was  tumbling  down. 
It  was  an  old  wooden  and  iron  building ;  it 
hsd  been  in  existence  for  about  twenty  years, 
ud  conld  not  possibly  stand  much  longer.  It 
was  not  safe  at  the  present  time,  and  had  not 
been  safe  for  years.  This  was  not  a  new  vote, 
it  had  been  on  the  estimates  for  three  or  more 
years,  and,  unless  effect  were  given  to  the  vote 
very  shortly,  the  Government  would  have  to  find 
other  accommodation  for  the  postal  business, 
■8  it  conld  not  possibly  be  carried  on  much 
longer  where  it  was. 

Major  ATKINSON  was  at  present  advised 
that  the  department  did  not  consider  it  would 
fce  advisable  to  erect  the  building  which  was 
ftoposed  to  be  erected,  the  business  not  now 
]astifying  it.  The  sum  of  £675  hod  appeared 
on  the  estimates. 


Mr.  PYKB.— A  great  deal  less  than  that 
would  do. 

Major  ATKINSON  said  the  department 
thought  that  £250  would  erect  the  building  re- 
quired. He  would  moke  further  inquiries,  and 
do  what  was  necessary  for  the  improvement  of 
the  place. 

OPHIR-MATAKANUI  TELEPHONE. 

Mr.  PYKE  asked  the  Government,  When 
the  promise  to  extend  the  telephone  from  Ophir 
to  Matakanui  will  be  given  effect  to  ?  He 
forgot  how  many  years  this  work  had  been 
on  the  estimates.  The  peculiar  circumstances 
were  these :  There  was  a  largo  mining  popu- 
lation at  the  place,  formerly  known  by  the 
name  of  Tinkers',  and  the  only  means  they 
had  of  communication  with  the  outer  world 
was  by  riding  over  to  Black's,  or  Ophir. 
When  accidents  happened  there,  life  might 
possibly  be  lost  before  a  doctor  could  reach 
the  place.  In  one  case,  be  believed,  life 
might  have  been  saved  if  the  doctor  had 
been  communicated  with  earlier ;  but  that  was 
impossible.  He  was  certain  that  the  telephone 
would  pay,  and  was  convinced  that,  if  the  in- 
habitants were  at  all  disinclined  to  pay,  the 
County  Council  would  guarantee  the  cost  of 
tho  telephone  -  office :  that  was  to  say,  they 
would  guarantee  to  pay  any  deficit  in  the  cost 
of  maintenance  by  fees. 

Major  ATKINSON  said  that  this  work, 
under  the  circumstances,  would  be  gone  on 
with. 

MARSDEN,  DUNGANVILLE,  AND 
GREENSTONE  TELEPHONE. 

Mr.  SEDDON  asked  the  Commissioner  of 
Telegraphs,  If  he  will  have  telegraphic  com- 
munication established  at  the  following  places 
— namely,  Morsden,  Dunganville,  and  Green- 
stone? 

Major  ATKINSON  was  sorry  to  say  the  Go- 
vernment did  not  see  their  way  to  construct 
this  line  as  proposed. 

TELEGRAM  RECEIPTS. 
Mr.  MILLS  asked  tho  Postmaster-General, 
If  ho  con  see  his  way  to  allow  clerks  in  tele- 
graph offices  to  initial  receipts  for  money  for 
telegrams  without  the  extra  charge  of  2d.  as 
at  present  ?  In  asking  this  question,  ho  would 
explain  that,  in  large  business  establishments, 
where  the  telegraph  was  used  very  freely,  it 
had  been  customary  to  enter  telegrams  in  a 
book,  which  the  boy  carrying  the  telegram  was 
required  to  get  initialled  at  the  telegraph  office. 
This  was  done  not  so  much  for  the  purpose  of 
getting  on  acknowledgment  of  the  value  of  a 
receipt  as  for  the  purpose  of  removing  tempta- 
tion out  of  the  way  of  tho  boys,  as  it  had  been 
very  often  found,  not  only  in  his  own  experience 
but  in  the  experience  of  many  business  people 
throughout  the  colony,  that  boys  taking  tele- 
grams charged  an  ordinary  telegram  as  an 
urgent  telegram  or  a  delayed  telegram  as  8ui 
ordinary  telegram,  and  put  the  difference  in 
their  pockets.  It  was  only  occasionally  that 
the  fault  was  found  out.    Quite  recently  the 
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Gofwiimeiit  had  made  a  eluuge  of  2d.  <m  each 
telegram  despatched  in  this  way.  Twopence 
was  a  small  amount,  but  that  on  every  Khilling 
telegram  formed  a  very  large  extra  charge,  and 
he  thooght  it  was  a  charge  that  might  very 
well  be  done  away  with. 

Major  ATKINSON  was  sorry  he  did  not  see 
his  way  to  grant  the  concession  the  honoorable 
gentleman  wanted.  He  foond  that  it  was  the 
ctutom  in  Great  Britain  to  make  this  charge ; 
bat,  if  the  charge  were  not  made,  the  facility 
tfBmd  would  be  availed  of  to  a  mnch  larger 
extent  than  now,  and  that  would  entail  a  still 
fmther  expense  on  the  office.  It  would  be 
neeeaaary  to  keep  more  officers.  The  office  did 
not  wish  to  encourage  this  sort  of  work,  and 
thooght  it  necessary  to  make  a  charge  to  those 
who  wished  to  check  theii  own  officers. 

BEMINGTON-LEE  RIFLES. 

Major  JACKSON  asked  the  Government, 
What  was  the  total  number  of  Remington-Zjee 
lifle*  porchased  by  the  Government,  and  at 
the  time  of  such  purchase  had  the  Imperial 
Government  decided  on  the  future  arm  of  its 
service?  Had  the  Government  decided  to 
adopt  the  Remington-Lee  rifle  as  the  future 
arm  of  the  colony  before  incurring  the  expense 
of  purchasing  the  some ;  and  was  the  Officer 
Commanding  the  Forces  consulted  before  these 
rifles  were  procured  ?  What  was  the  cost  per 
arm,  complete,  landed  in  the  colony ;  and 
what  quantity  of  ammunition  for  these  rifles 
was  purchased,  and  at  what  price?  Were 
these  rifles  and  ammunition  a  gift  to  the  Rifle 
Association  or  any  other  body,  or  will  their 
cost  be  recovered?  To  what  vote  is  the  cost 
of  these  arms  and  ammunition  charged  ?  Has 
a  further  supply  of  ammunition  been  ordered 
from  America?  Is  there  any  truth  in  the 
mroonr  that  this  arm  is  quite  unfit  for  the 
Volnnteer  or  any  other  service  ?  How  many  of 
these  rifles  have  been  returned  to  store  dis- 
abled? 

Mr.  FERGUS  replied  that  500  rifles  were 
purchased.  At  the  tinle,  the  Imperial  Govern- 
ment had  not  decided  on  the  future  arm ;  nor 
bad  it  done  so  officially  yet,  though  by  last 
mail  the  Government  heard  privately  that  an 
arm  was  selected.  The  Government  had  not 
Anally  decided  to  adopt  the  Remington-Lee 
rifle  when  these  were  ordered.  The  order  was 
mentioned  in  the  report  of  the  Commeuider  of 
the  Forces  laid  before  Parliament,  dated  the 
26th  April,  1887.  The  cost  per  arm  was 
£3  98.  8d.  without  bayonet,  £8  148.  6d.  with 
bayonet.  There  were  in  the  colony  200,000 
rounds  for  the  Remington-Lee  rifle,  which  cost 
7_8.  8d.  per  100  rounds.  One  hundred  of  the 
rifles  were  sold  to  the  Honorary  Reserve  Corps  ; 
850  were  lent  for  twelve  months,  with  option 
of  purchase,  and  an  undertaking  to  return  them 
in  good  order,  if  not  bought  by  the  Rifle  Asso- 
ciation; fifty  were  on  hand,  some  twelve  or 
fifteen  of  which  were  sold.  Arms  and  ammu- 
nition were  charged  to  the  vote,  "  Arms  and 
ammunition, Volunteers,  Defence  Department." 
A  further  supply,  on  the  application  of  Captain 
Somerville,  for  the  Rifle  Association,  of  100,000 
Jir,  MiUt 


rounds  bad  been  sent  for,  to  be  paid  for  by  th« 
association.  There  was  no  truth  in  the  ztunonr 
that  this  arm  is  quite  unfit  for  any  service,  as  it 
was  adopted  in  several  countries  besides  Ame- 
rica ;  and  there  was  no  reason  to  believe  it  to  be 
quite  unfit  for  the  Volunteers.  One  rifle  had 
been  returned  to  the  store  to  have  its  extractor 
repcured ;  and  another  was  reported  to  be  simi- 
larly injured,  and  likely  to  be  sent  for  repair. 

Mr.  FITZHERBEBT  asked  the  Minister  of 
Defence  if  he  was  quite  sure  there  were  cmly 
200,000  rounds  in  the  colony,  as  that  gave  only 
twenty-five  rounds  to  each  Volunteer  in  New 
Zealand. 

Mr.  FERGUS  said  that  was  the  quantity  of 
anununition  at  present  in  the  colony  for  the 
Remington  rifle  only.  The  question  referred 
to  that  rifle  only. 

AUCKLAND  UNEMPLOYED. 
Mr.  R.  THOMPSON  asked  the  MinUter  for 
Public  Works,  If  it  is  true  that  he  has  ordered 
the  formation  of  carriage-drives  through  the 
Domain  in  Auckland,  for  the  purpose  of  find- 
ing work  for  the  unemployed  ?  His  reason  for 
putting  this  question  on  the  Order  Paper  was, 
that  he  had  seen  it  stated  in  a  newspaper  that 
the  Minister  had  authorised  the  formation  of 
carriage-drives  through  the  Auckland  Domain, 
in  order  to  give  employment  to  the  unemployed. 
He  did  not  wish  it  to  be  understood  that  he  ob- 
jected to  work  being  found  for  the  unemployed 
if  it  was  necessary  it  should  be  found ;  but,  if  so, 
necessELry  and  useful  work  should  be  provided 
for  them.  He  trusted  that  those  people  who  re- 
quired employment  would  be  sent  to  the  country 
districts  to  make  roads  for  settlers,  and  he  did 
not  suppose  there  was  any  other  district  in  the 
colony  where  it  was  so  easy  to  find  necessary 
work  of  that  doss  for  the  unemployed  as  the 
Auckland  District ;  and  he  hoped  the  honour- 
able gentleman  would  not  allow  any  fancy 
works  of  the  kind  he  had  referred  to  to  be  doiM 
in  and  about  Auckland,  but  would  see  that  the 
unemployed  were  sent  to  useful  works  in  the 
country,  where  they  could  be  easily  and  profit- 
ably engaged. 

Mr.  MITCHELSON  said  he  had  ordered  no 
such  work,  nor  did  he  intend  to  do  so.  A 
Labour  Bureau  was  about  to  be  established  in 
Auckland,  some  gentlemen  whom  it  was  desir- 
able to  have  as  members  having  consented  to 
act ;  but  Mr.  Percy  Smith,  the  Assistsint  Sur- 
veyor-General, whom  the  Government  were  most 
amdous  to  have  on  the  Board  owing  to  his 
local  knowledge,  could  not  act,  being  largely 
overworked.  On  the  previous  day  he  (Mr. 
Mitchelson)  had  received  a  communication 
from  one  of  them,  asking  that  the  unentployed 
might  be  given  work  at  constructing  a  reservoir  < 
at  the  Western  Springs ;  to  which  ne  had  sent 
the  following  reply : — 

"  28th  November,  1887.  —  In  reply  re  un- 
employed. Government  has  found  system  of 
establishing  relief-works  in  neighbourhood  of 
large  cities  very  objectionable,  as  tendency 
is  to  draw  temporarily  -  unemployed  persons 
from  the  country  into  the  towns,  instead  of 
taking  those  iJready  in  the  towns  into  (be 
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country.  Besides  this,  too,  if  the  ■mork  you 
suggest  —  which  is  really  a  local  and  not  a 
General  GoTemment  one — wag  undertaken,  we 
shonld  immediately  be  asked  to  undertake  simi- 
lar local  works  for  the  henefit  of  other  boroughs 
and  cities,  and  if  we  did  not  do  so— and  cer- 
tainly we  conld  not — considerable  dissatisfac- 
tion would  result. 

"  Farthermore,  provision  has  been  made  on 
estimates  for  putting  in  hand  works  that  are 
bona  fide  Government  undertakings,  and  no 
provision  has  been  made — nor  conld  Parliament 
well  he  asked  to  make  any — for  the  waterworks 
«t  Western  Springs. 

"  Under  all  the  circumstances  of  the  case,  I 
would  advise  that  definite  action  in  the  matter 
be  deferred  until  a  meeting  of  the  Labour 
Bureau  now  being  constituted  con  be  held, 
which  will  be  within  the  next  two  or  three 
days,  probably ;  but  I  would,  in  the  meantime, 
suggest  for  your  consideration  that  the  Eotorua 
Bailway-works  would  probably  be  suitable  wod: 
to  employ  the  men  upon. 

"E.  MiTCHi:i:,80ii. 

"  Charles  Atkin,  Esq.,  Auckland." 

He  might,  however,  state  that  a  list  of  works 
that  were  proposed  to  be  undertaken  in  the 
Auckland  Provincial  District  would  he  forwarded 
to  the  Bureau,  with  a  recommendation  that  the 
Bureau  should  decide  as  to  which  of  the  works 
mentioned  would  be  the  most  suitable  for  giving 
relief  to  the  unemployed.  But,  at  the  same 
time,  the  Government  felt  that  they  must  to  a 
certain  extent  accept  the  advice  tendered  by 
the  Bureau,  as  the  Government  fully  believed 
that  no  work  would  be  recommended  that  would 
not  bo  of  some  public  benefit. 

Mr.  B.  THOMPSON  would  suggest  the  ad- 
visability of  issuing  instructions  to  the  Labour 
Bureau  to  distribute  the  unemployed  among 
the  local  bodies  in  the  country.  It  would  save 
a  great  dcn,l  of  trouble,  and  he  was  sure  the 
\oal  bodies  would  be  glad  to  get  the  services 
of  these  men,  and  it  would  be  better  for  them 
than  to  keep  them  hanging  about  the  town.  It 
was  not  at  all  likely  that  a  Labour  Bureau  of 
Auckland  City  men  would,  of  their  own  motion, 
send  men  away  into  the  country  districts  if  work 
oonld  by  any  moons  be  found  for  them  about 
the  town,  and  therefore  the  intervention  of  the 
Government  was  desirable. 

PROPEBTY-TAX  OFFICIALS'    BONUSES. 

Mr.  B.  THOMPSON  asked  the  Government, 
Under  what  authority  has  a  bonus  of  £100  been 
paid  to  the  Property-tax  Commissioner,  and 
also  a  bonus  of  £75  to  the  Deputy  Property-tax 
Commissioner  ? 

Major  ATKINSON  said  the  bonuses  were 
paid,  under  the  authority  of  the  late  Colonial 
Treasurer,  for  extra  work  during  the  compila- 
tion of  the  rating-rolls  and  the  triennial  assess- 
ment. This  was  the  first  bonus  or  any  extra 
payment  that  either  of  these  ofScers  had  re- 
ceived since  their  department  was  established. 

PrrONE  RAILWAY-STATION. 
Mr.  FITZHERBERT  asked  the  Minister  for 
Public  Works,  If  he  will  carry  out  the  promise 


made  last  session  by  the  late  Government,  to 
have  the  Pitone  Railway-station  enlarged  with- 
out delay  ?  Last  session  the  Minister  for  Public 
Works  promised  that  this  work  should  be  carried 
out  at  once — not  only  that  the  station  should 
be  enlarged,  but  that  it  should  be  removed  to 
a  more  convenient  place.  The  honourable 
gentleman  fully  recognized  the  fact  that  it  was 
absolutely  necessary  to  have  greatly-improved 
station-accommodation  there.  Since  then,  a 
piece  of  land  had  been  purchased  from  the  Na- 
tives for  this  purpose  ;  but  he  could  not  see  that 
the  work  hod  been  commenced  in  any  way.  Al- 
though this  station  might  have  been  big  enough 
some  seven  years  ago  when  there  were  only 
about  a  hundred  and  fifty  people  in  the  district, 
yet  now,  with  a  population  of  nearly  two  thou- 
sand, it  was  entirely  inadequate.  On  wet  days, 
women  with  children,  and  other  people,  were  to 
be  seen  standing  outside  exposed  to  the  rain, 
without  any  shelter  whatever ;  and  he  thought 
it  absolutely  scandalous  that  such  a  thmg 
should  exist  in  any  district ;  and  that  there 
should  be  such  a  miserable  "  box  "  for  a  rail- 
way-station where  the  traffic  was  so  large.  He 
hoped  the  honourable  gentleman  would  see  his 
way  clear  to  have  the  work  begun  at  once,  be- 
cause the  necessary  land  had  been  purchased, 
and  was  lying  absolutely  idle  at  the  present 
time, 

Mr.  MITCHELSON  said  it  was  true  his  prede- 
cessor had  stated  that  increased  accommodation 
was  necessary  and  should  be  provided,  but  he 
hod  not  given  any  pledge  as  to  when  the  work 
would  be  undertaken.  The  necessary  land  was 
now  being  acquired,  and  as  soon  as  the  title  was 
complete  the  Government  would  consider  whe- 
ther or  not  they  could  authorise  the  necessary 
expenditure — namely  £1,000 — which  would  be 
sufficient  to  give  all  the  accommodation  that 
was  needed. 

SOUNDS  COUNTY  RAILWAY-SLEEPERS. 

Mr.  SEYMOUR  asked  the  Minister  for  Pub- 
lic Works,  Whether  there  is  any  truth  in  the 
rumour  current  in  the  Sounds  County  that  the 
Government  intend  to  abandon  or  greatly  cur- 
tail the  purchase  of  railway  -  sleepers  in  that 
county  7 

Mr.  MITCHELSON  said,  on  the  Slst  March 
next  a  contract  for  20,000  sleepers  would  expire. 
Of  that  number,  12,500  had  already  been  sup- 
plied, and  the  rest  would  shortly  be  delivered. 
As  a  consequence,  the  Government  would  have 
more  sleepers  than  would  be  required  for  some 
time,  and  would  not  want  further  supplies ; 
and  the  settlers  in  the  Sounds  had  been  in- 
formed accordingly. 

LAND-TRANSFER. 
Mr.  VALENTINE  asked  the  Minister  of 
Lands,  If  he  will  take  steps  to  effect  a  reduc- 
tion in  the  fees  relating  to  the  cost  of  trans- 
ferring land  ?  He  had  received  several  com- 
munications upon  this  subject  from  various 
people,  particularly  small  landholders,  and  they 
found  the  tax  on  them  very  onerous  indeed.  If 
a  section  valued  at  only  £5  was  transferred, 
the  Government  got  out  of  them  £1  10s.  6d. 
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— ^being  search-fee,  2s. ;  form,  Is. ;  title,  10s. ; 
and  registration,  10s.  Then  there  was  the  soli- 
citor's fee  of  a  guinea,  making  the  total  cost 
£2  lis.  6d.,  or  rather  over  50  per  cent,  of  the 
capital-value  of  the  section  transferred.  He 
hoped  the  Government  would  see  their  way 
to  make  an  alteration  in  the  way  of  a  reduc- 
tion in  these  charges,  for  it  seemed  to  him 
they  were  extremely  large,  especially  in  the 
case  of  such  small  transactions  as  he  had  re- 
ferred to.  He  hoped  serious  attention  would 
be  given  to  the  matter. 

Major  ATKINSON  said  no  doubt  the  matter 
wanted  looking  into  ;  but  the  requirements  of 
the  Exchequer  were  so  very  groat  that  he  could 
not  make  any  absolute  promise  of  reduction. 
He  would,  however,  during  the  recess,  look 
into  the  matter,  and  gee  whether  any  relief 
could  be  properly  granted  in  cases  such  as  the 
honourable  gentleman  had  mentioned. 

Mr.  VALENTINE  would  suggest  that  the 
fee  for  title  should  be  only  Ss.,  and  for  registra- 
tion 58. 

Major  ATKINSON  said  he  would  look  into 
every  point  of  the  question. 

SUBSIDY  FOB  WIEE-NETTING 
FENCES. 

Mr.  COWAN  asked  the  Government,  To 
what  Rabbit  Boards  a  subsidy  of  pound  for 
pound  has  been  promised  for  the  erection  of 
wire-netting  fences,  and  what  amounts  will  be 
required  to  pay  such  subsidy  ?  This  question 
was  one  of  immense  importance,  the  whole 
country  being  deeply  interested  in  it.  His 
object  was  to  elicit  information  as  to  the  obliga- 
tions the  Government  had  incurred  in  respect 
of  the  subsidies  to  which  he  referred. 

Mr.  G.  P.  KICHARDSON  said  subsidies  to 
Babbit  Boards  were  not  promised ;  but  pound 
for  pound  was  claimed  by  the  Board  upon 
the  rates  they  collected,  under  section  25  of 
*'  The  Rabbit  Nuisance  Act  1882  Amendment 
Act,  1886."  £7,500  was  placed  upon  last 
session's  estimates  under  "  Permanent  charges 
under  special  Acts  of  the  Legislature,"  and  up 
to  date  £5,287  9s.  Gd.  had  been  paid  as  subsidy 
to  three  Rabbit  Boards — to  the  Avvatere  Rabbit 
Board,  £2,156  13s.  Id. ;  to  the  Hawke's  Bay 
Babbit  Board,  £2,031  9s.  Id. ;  to  the  North 
Amur!  Babbit  Board,  £1,099  7s.  4d. :  total, 
■£5,287  9s.  6d. 

EGRESS  FROM  PUBLIC  BUILDINGS. 

Mr.  BEETHAM  asked  the  Government,  If 
they  will  consider  the  necessity  that  exists  for 
a  strict  supervision  over  all  buildings  used  for 
public  meetings,  such  as  churches,  theatres, 
tec,  so  that  sufficient  means  of  egress  may  be 
assured  in  cases  of  sudden  panic  ?  He  was 
induced  to  put  this  question  from  reading  the 
accounts  in  European  publications  of  the  great 
loss  of  life  at  Paris  and  Exeter  recently  through 
want  of  sufficient  means  of  egress  from  public 
buildings.  He  thought  the  Government  should 
take  some  action  to  prevent  the  possibility  of 
such  deplorable  catastrophes  happening  in  our 
midst ;  and  he  believed  action  token  in  time 
might  prevent  a  deplorable  loss  of  life  that 
Mr.  Valentine 


might  otherwise  occur.  He  knew  this  was  & 
matter  as  to  which  Municipal  Corporations  had 
control ;  but  he  was  afraid  tftiose  bodies  did  not 
always  do  their  duty  in  that  respect,  and  b« 
hoped  the  Government  would  keep  a  watch 
over  them  by  appointing  an  Inspector,  who 
should  see  that  proper  provision  was  made  to 
prevent  accidents  in  all  cases. 

Mr.  HISLOP  said  this  was  a  matter  that  was 
and  ought  to  be  under  municipal  management ; 
but  the  Government  would  be  very  glad  to  issue 
instructions  to  the  police  to  exercise  supervi- 
sion to  some  extent. 

WIRE-NETTING. 
On  the  motion  of  Mr.  COWAN,  it  was  ordered^ 
That  there  be  laid  on  the  table  a  return  show- 
ing (1)  the  quantity  of  wire-netting  ordered  by 
Government ;  (2)  the  date  on  which  such  order 
was  made ;  (3)  the  private  properties  through  or 
along  which  such  wire-netting  is  proposed  to  be 
erected. 

PUBLIC  WORKS  NOT  LET  BY  PUBLIC 
COMPETITION. 
On  the  motion  of  Mr.  GOLDIE,  it  was 
ordered.  That  there  bo  laid  upon  the  table  a 
return  giving  a  detailed  list  of  tlie  works  ex- 
ecuted in  the  various  provincial  districts  for  the 
three  years  ending  the  30th  September,  1887, 
under  the  supervision  and  control  of  tlie  Public 
Works  Department,  which  have  not  been  let  by 
public  competition  ;  such  return  to  include  (1) 
the  character  of  such  work  and  (2)  the  cost  of 
the  same. 

LAND  BILL. 
Mr.  G.  F.  BICHARDSON.— Sir,  in  moving 
the  second  reading  of  this  Bill,  I  wish  to  point 
out  to  the  House  that  in  the  Governor's 
Speech,  and  also  in  the  Financial  Statement, 
the  Government  laid  stress  upon  this  question 
of  land- settlement  and  laud-administration  as 
one  of  the  essential  points  of  their  policy  ;  and 
this  Bill  is  now  brought  before  the  House  for 
consideration  in  fulfilment  of  their  promises 
on  the  subject.  The  desire  on  the  part  of  the 
Government  is  to  make  land-settlement  in  the 
colony  less  complicated,  and  to  give  facilities 
for  the  acquirement  of  land  upon  such  a  tenure 
as  the  selectors  may  choose.  I  would,  before 
going  into  the  points  of  the  Bill,  say  a  few 
words  with  reference  to  the  past  policy  of  the 
colony  in  dealing  with  our  Crown  lands. 
Honourable  members  ore  aware  that  some 
years  ago  our  lands  were  only  disposed  of  on 
the  terms  of  cash  purchase.  Presently  the 
deferred-payment  system  was  introduced,  and 
a  very  valuable  sjrstcm  it  proved  to  be ;  but  we 
further  developed  the  perpetual-lease  system, 
and  other  systems  of  tenure,  I  might  almost  say, 
too  numerous  to  mention.  We  got  into  the 
experimental  stage,  and  tried  nationalisation  of 
the  land,  with  a  result  which  I  do  not  think 
has  been  entirely  satisfactory.  I  might  point 
out,  as  a  result  of  the  change  in  our  methods 
of  dealing  with  land,  that  in  the  year  1879-80 
there  were  one  hundred  thousand  acres  more 
sold  for  cash  than  were  disposed  of  under  other 
systems;    whereas  in  the  year  1883-84    the 
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amount  disposed  o{  on  systems  other  than  the 
cash  system  equalled  in  area  that  sold  for 
cash,  and  in  the  year  1886-87  we  disposed  of 
one  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  acres  more 
nndar  other  systems  than  we  sold  for  cash. 
The  aotaal  receipts  from  all  sources  in  1881 
amounted  to  £460,000,  whereas  in  1886-87  the 
receipts  from  all  sources  amounted  to  only 
dS305,000.  Honourable  members  are  aware 
that  a  considerable  proportion  of  the  land 
tevenue  is  treated  as  territorial  revenue,  and 
is  paid  into  the  Consolidated  Fund.  Tojcing, 
in  1881,  the  territorial  revenue  at  £180,000— 
the  nearest  round  numbers — and  the  cost  of 
land-administration,  surveys,  Ac,  at  a  similar 
amount,  there  was  an  available  surplus  of 
£200,000 ;  whereas  last  year,  taking  the  terri- 
torial revenue  at  £190,000,  and  &e  depart- 
mental expenses,  surveys,  &c.,  at  £100,000 — 
the  cost  of  administration  and  surveys  having 
been  reduced  by  £30,000 — the  available  surplus 
was  only  £15,000.  The  land  disposed  of  and 
sold  in  1884  was  294,000  acres,  and  in  1886-87 
5il5,00O  acres.  As  to  our  present  position,  I 
may  say  that,  outside  the  area  set  apart  for 
the  Midland  Railway,  and  not  taking  into  ao- 
oount  Native  lands,  we  have  for  disposal  four- 
teen millions  acres  of  open  land  and  six  million 
acres  of  bush  land.  That  is  all  the  estate 
we  have  left  available  for  settlement.  The 
balance  consists  of  mountain-tops,  lakes,  et 
eettra.  Now,  I  think  that  the  mistakes  of  the 
post  which  we  should  endeavour  to  correct  in 
the  present  are  these:  For  the  past  two  or 
three  years — in  fact,  for  more  than  that — the 
liOnd  Act  has  been  administered  mainly  in  one 
direction.  There  is  nothing  in  the  Act  to  lead 
any  one  to  suppose  that  it  was  the  intention 
of  the  Liegislature  to  give  undue  preference  to 
any  one  of  the  systems  therein  enacted ;  yet 
sach  has  been  the  case.  I  know  that  in  a  large 
district  with  which  I  am  acquainted  all  the 
best  of  the  land  has  been  set  aside  wholesale 
for  settlement  under  the  perpetual-leasehold 
tenure  only.  Our  secondary  lands,  which  are 
mnch  less  in  extent,  have  been  set  apart  for  de- 
letred  payment ;  and  all  left  for  cash  purchase 
are  a  few  scraps  of  bad  land,  which  people  are 
sot  likely  to  take  up  on  any  terms.  One  of  the 
great  evils  of  this  course,  I  think,  has  been  that 
cash  purchasers  have  been  discouraged ;  and 
easb  purchasers,  or  men  with  money,  are  em- 
ployers of  labour.  I  have  myself  known,  within 
the  last  three  years,  three  or  four  instances 
of  men  coming  to  this  colony  with  substan- 
tial sums  of  money,  from  £3,000  or  £8,000  to 
£10,'000,  experienced  farmers,  desirous  of  taking 
1^  Crown  lands  from  the  Government,  and, 
nnable  to  get  land  by  cash  purchase,  leaving 
this  colony,  taking  the  money  away  with  them 
to  Australia.  I  consider  that  the  way  in  which 
the  land  has  been  administered  has  had  a  great 
deal  to  do  with  the  "  unemployed  "  cry,  through 
this :  that  would-be  employers  of  labour  have 
been  choked  oB  our  lands ;  and  the  attempt 
&st  the  late  Minister  of  Lands  has  made  to 
place  on  the  land  men  without  money  is,  I 
think,  an  equally  grave  mistake.  The  meaaa 
Booessaiy  tomake  successful  settlers  have  been 


passed  over.  The  experience  of  most  honour- 
able members  who  are  acquainted  with  settle- 
ment and  with  the  country  will,  I  think,  make 
them  agree  with  me  that  our  most  successful 
settlers  have  come  from  the  class  of  men  who 
started  in  the  first  instance,  probably,  as  farm- 
labourers,  who  have  been  careful  and  saving, 
who  have  perhaps  token  a  team  of  horses  on 
terms  from  their  employers,  and  "  worked  them 
out"  on  contract  ploughing;  and  when  they 
have  acquired  the  horses  and  ploughs,  and  a 
little  money,  they  have  mode  a  start  on  their 
own  account,  and  have  made  good  settlers, 
and  have  become  successful  men.  Men  with- 
out such  an  apprenticeship,  and  without  these 
habits  of  thrift,  going  on  the  land,  without  any 
money  at  all  and  without  experience,  can  never 
succeed.  There  is  another  fault  which,  I  think, 
has  obtained  too  much  in  the  past,  and  that  is, 
there  has  been  too  much  thought  of  the  first 
price  paid  for  the  land,  which  has  frequently 
been  so  high  as  to  render  successful  settle- 
ment impossible.  Now,  Sir,  to  come  to  the 
Bill  itself.    The  main  principle  of  the  Bill — and 

1  think  honourable  members  will  admit  that  it 
is  a  liberal  principle,  and  which  makes  a  differ- 
ence between  this  measure  emd  any  that  have 
preceded  it — is  that  the  choice  of  tenure  is  left 
to  the  selector.  This  is  a  matter  which  hereto- 
fore has  been  at  the  will  of  the  Minister  of  the 
day,  or  at  the  recommendation  of  irresponsible 
bodies ;  and  I  think  an  alteration  in  this  re- 
spect will  tend  very  much  to  popularise  the 
system.  I  know  that  many  settlers  who  have 
of  late  years  taken  up  land  have  taken  it  up 
under  systems  of  which  they  did  not  approve, 
because  they  could  not  take  it  up'  as  they 
wished.  The  next  important  point  in  the  Bill 
is  the  power  to  classify  our  lands,  and  to  give 
extended  areas,  at  lower  prices,  of  our  second- 
class  land.  In  the  Provincial  District  of  Wel- 
lington, for  instance,  the  lowest  upset  price  of 
land  is  £1  an  acre,  whereas  we  have  a  very 
large  area  in  it  that  cannot  possibly  be  taken  up 
at  that  price.  I  might  cite  also  the  Cantor- 
bury  Provincial  District,  where  the  price  of  land 
stands  at  £2 ;  and  I  think  I  am  safe  in  saying 
that  nearly  all  the  land  in  that  provincial  dis- 
trict worth  £2  has  already  been  disposed  Of. 
The  third  important  point  is  the  abolition  of  th» 
Waste  Lands  Boards,  and  the  affording  relief  to 
existing  settlers.  If  honourable  members  will 
refer  to  the  Bill  they  will  see  that  the  sections 
dealing  with  the  choice  of  tenure  are  sectiona 

2  to  8,  and  they  will  also  see  that  in  giving  this 
ohoioe  of  tenure  there  is  no  special  preference 
given  to  any  one  system.  From  the  account- 
ant's point  oi  view — that  is,  from  simply  the 
pounds-shillings-and-pence  point  of  view — the 
perpetual-leasing  system  is  the  best  and  easiest 
system  under  which  a  man  can  take  up  land ; 
but  against  that  we  have  the  sentiment  in 
favour  of  freehold,  and  I  think  the  smaller 
advantage  in  the  way  of  interest  which  holds 
in  favour  of  perpetual-leasing  will  be  com- 
pletely overridden  by  the  almost  universal  de- 
sire to  own  a  freehold.  The  provisions  giving 
power  to  classify  are  to  be  found  in  section  9 ; 
and  section  10  provides  for  enlarging  hold- 
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iitgg  of  second-class  land.  With  regard  to 
cash  purchase,  I  would  call  the  attention  of 
the  House  to  the  fact  that  a  restriction  is 
placed  in  the  Bill  to  the  limit  to  be  obtained — 
640  acres  of  ordinary  land  and  2,000  acres  of 
second-class  land  in  one  survey  district.  Each 
survey  district  in  the  colony  approzimates  one 
hundred  thousand  acres  ;  so  that  it  will  be 
impossible,  under  this  condition,  to  acquire 
any  extensive  estate  such  as  would  warrant 
the  use  of  the  term  "  land-monopoly."  I 
now  come  to  the  provision  for  the  abolition 
of  the  Waste  Lands  Boards,  which  will  be 
found  in  the  27th  section  of  the  BiU.  The  cost 
of  the  Waste  Lands  Boards  is  only  one  of  the 
causes  for  proposing  to  abolish  them,  and  not, 
perhaps,  the  most  important.  I  find  that  the 
cost  of  the  Land  Boards  last  year  was  £905 
for  fees  and  £1,30S  for  travelling  allowances, 
making  a  total  cost  to  the  colony  of  £2,210. 
The  duty  of  the  Boards  has,  of  late,  dwindled 
down  to  this :  at  each  sitting  to  be  informed  by 
the  Commissioner  of  the  business  transacted 
since  the  previous  sitting,  to  fix  the  rents  and 
npset  prices  for  the  land,  to  recommend  the 
tenure  under  which  the  land  shall  be  held,  and 
to  hear  complaints  and  forward  recommenda- 
tions on  the  same  to  the  Minister.  Except  with 
regard  to  the  last  point,  this  Bill  takes  the 
business  away  from  the  Boards.  It  settles  the 
tenure  and  provides  for  fixing  the  price;  and 
nobody  can  say  that  it  would  benefit  the 
country  that  the  Boards  should  be  informed  of 
the  routine  business  transacted  in  the  office. 
The  only  important  point  that  the  Boards 
would  have  to  perform  would  be  to  hear  com- 
plaints and  forward  their  decisions  on  them  to 
the  Minister.  Under  this  Bill  there  will  be 
the  same  public  hearing  and  the  same  power 
of  appeal;  but  the  hearing  will  be  Before 
the  Conunissioner  instead  of  being  before  the 
Board.  The  difieronce  is  very  much  akin  to 
having  a  case  heard  by  on  experienced  Besident 
Magistrate  rather  than  by  Justices  of  the  Peace. 
Whenever,  in  the  past,  any  serious  matter  came 
before  the  Board  it  has  always  been  referred  to 
the  Minister,  and  hindrances  and  delays  have 
existed  in  many  cases  owing  to  the  way  in 
which  the  business  was  conducted.  If  a  man 
applied  to  have  a  deferred -payment  section 
opened  for  selection  on  perpetual  lease,  his 
application  had  to  wait  till  the  next  sitting  of 
the  Board,  who  considered  it,  and  if  it  was 
recommended  it  was  then  sent  up  to  the  Land 
Department  here,  where  it  was  minuted  and 
sent  on  to  the  Minister,  who  likely  enough  was 
out  of  Wellington,  and  it  had  to  WEuit.  When 
his  signature  was  obtained  the  papers  had  next 
(o  go  on  to  the  Qovcmor,  whose  signature  was 
required,  and  perhaps  he  too  was  out  of  Wel- 
lington. So  that  the  time  occupied  in  all  these 
proceedings  was  probably  so  long  that  before 
the  formalities  were  complete  the  man  who 
had  applied  for  the  land  had  become  disgusted 
and  had  gone  away.  This  Bill  proposes  to  do 
all  this  in  a  much  more  direct  way,  and  throws 
the  whole  responsibility  on  the  Minister  for  the 
time  being.  If  honourable  members  will  look 
at  subsection  (a)  of  the  section  bearing  on  this 
Mr.  O.  F.  Bichardion 


matter  they  will  see  that  the  Commissioner, 
with  the  approval  and  confirmation  of  the 
Minister,  is  to  perform  all  the  powers,  duties, 
and  functions  which  were  vested  in  the  Boaid 
previous  to  its  dissolution  with  regard  to  all 
matters  relating  to  forfeitures  or  afiecting  the 
status  of  holders,  and  so  on,  which  hitiherto 
have  been  subject  to  the  Minister.  Other 
minor  matters  which  the  Board  had  power  to 
determine  in  the  past  the  Commissioner  will 
now  have  power  to  hear  and  decide.  Among 
the  sections  dealing  with  giving  relief  to  exist- 
ing settlers  is,  notably,  section  IS.  The  side- 
note  gives  the  idea :  "  Freehold  of  deferred-pay- 
ment or  perpetual-lease  lands  may  be  acquiiad 
as  soon  as  prescribed  improvements  have  been 
effected."  That,  Sir,  I  have  reason  to  believe, 
will  afford  considerable  relief;  and,  to  show 
what  the  settlers  themselves  think  of  it,  I  will 
read  an  extract  from  one  of  many  letters  I 
have  received  on  this  matter : — 

"  I  beg  most  sincerely  to  thank  you  for  the 
information  that  your  Act  will  allow  us  to  get 
our  freeholds.  This  will  be  an  inestim&ble 
boon  to  me  and  many  round  me  who  are 
situated  as  I  am.  ...  I  have  now  some 
hope  of  escaping  that  total  failure  which  must 
have  happened  except  for  this  relief."  .     .     . 

This  letter  is  not  any  stronger  in  language 
than,  and  it  is  of  much  the  same  tenor  as, 
many  I  have  received  since  I  have  held  the 
position  of  Minister  of  Lands ;  and  I  may  also 
say  that,  though  a  number  of  honourable  mem- 
bers seem  to  think  that  one  of  the  greatest 
difficulties  vrith  regard  to  Bottlers  is  their  pay- 
ing excessive  rents,  and  though  there  are  such 
cases,  I  am  rather  disposed  to  think  that  there 
are  a  far  larger  number  of  cases  to  be  relieved 
by  the  method  I  am  now  speaking  of  than  by 
the  reduction  gf  rents,  for,  as  yet,  I  have  not 
received  a  line,  either  directly  or  indirectly, 
from  agricultural  Grown  tenants  requesting 
reduction  of  rents.  I  have  received  sevenu 
communications  with  regard  to  the  reduction 
of  rents  of  agricultural  holdings,  but  they 
are  all  from  tenants  of  endowment-reserve 
lands — lands  not  under  the  control  of  the 
Government.  That  question  of  the  reduction 
of  rents  affects,  as  I  have  stated,  more  largely 
endowment  lands  than  Crown  lands ;  and  it  is 
being  dealt  with  by  the  Government  in  an- 
other Bill,  of  which  I  gave  notice  this  after- 
noon. The  measures  of  relief  in  this  BiU 
are  con&ied  to  the  one  I  have  mentioned, 
and  section  21,  which  permits  holders  of  pas- 
toral deferred-payment  licenses  to  exchange 
for  leases  of  small  grazing-  runs.  If  honourable 
members  are  aware  of  the  conditions  of  these 
two  systems  of  holdings,  they  will  see  what  an 
immense  advantage  this  offers  to  holders  of 
pastoral  deferred  -  payment  lands.  The  pay- 
ments made  in  the  past  count  as  rent  for  the 
grazing-run,  which  is  calculated  at  the  low  rate 
of  2}  per  cent,  on  the  capital  value  ;  so  that  in 
almost  every  case  not  only  is  rent  paid  to  date, 
but  the  balance  of  the  payments  under  the 
deferred-payment  system  stand  to  credit  as 
against  future  rent  coming  due.  There  are 
o&er  matters  of  some  importance  in  the  yarious 
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parte  of  the  Bill,  bnt  not  of  such  importance  as 
those  I  have  referred  to.  The  debatable  points 
are  the  definition}  of  "  simultaneous  applioa- 
tioa  "  in  section  7,  and  the  dealing  with  simul- 
taaeous  applications  under  section  14.  On 
these,  honourable  members  will  hold  a  diversity 
of  opinion,  I  have  no  doubt.  Section  14  pro- 
vides that,  in  the  event  of  simultaneous  appli- 
cation for  lands  under  different  tenures,  the 
land  shall  be  put  up  by  auction  between 
the  applicants.  Putting  it  up  to  auction  will, 
in  my  opinion,  tend  against  the  advantage  of 
the  cash  purchasers;  but  if,  in  the  opinion 
of  honourable  members,  ballot  would  be  pre- 
ferable to  auction,  I  should  be  willing  to  see 
this  provision  amended  in  that  direction. 
Clause  16  is  also  a  very  important  section 
of  the  Bill,  as  it  deals  with  the  purchase  of 
freehold  land  in  mining  districts ;  and,  uub- 
ject  to  the  restrictions  contained  in  the  sec- 
tion, I  have  no  fear  that  difiSoulty  will  result. 
Honourable  members  will  adso  note,  coming 
to  clause  17,  that  provision  is  made  for  the 
sale  of  unsurveyed  land.  This  is  a  very  im- 
portant matter,  especially  affecting  the  bosh- 
lands  of  the  colony.  The  custom  which  has 
hitherto  obtained  has  been  the  carrying-out  of 
detailed  sectional  surveys  in  the  bush  at  con- 
siderable expense,  sometimes  at  a  cost  as  high 
aa  4s.  6d.  per  acre.  Money  has  been  spent 
in  "reading,"  and,  after  due  publicity,  these 
lands,  when  offered,  are  occasionally  only  par- 
tially taken  up ;  so  that  a  veiy  large  cash 
ontl&y  has  taken  place  with  no  adequate 
resdts.  It  appears  to  me  that,  by  having  a 
network  of  roads  through  our  bush,  by  care- 
fnlly  surveying  and  grading  the  best  lines  for 
oni  main  and  district  roads,  and,  on  this 
mathematical  network,  allowing  free  selection, 
not  only  wonid  the  country  be  thrown  open  for 
selection  at  a  much  more  rapid  rate,  but  the 
expense  of  block-aud-section  surveys  where  not 
immediately  required  for  settlement  would  be 
avoided.  The  cost  to  the  selector  will  be  nil, 
tat  it  is  provided  that  an  applicant  for  an  un- 
sarreyed  section  will  have,  on  his  completing 
his  purchase,  the  cost  of  the  survey  refunded  to 
him  as  part  of  the  purchase-money.  The  pro- 
visions in  section  17  are  to  cover,  principgjly, 
technical  difficulties  existing  in  the  present  Act, 
and  the  last  jiaragraph  of  the  clause  further 
provides  for  the  payment  to  existing  special 
settlements  of  thirds  of  moneys  received  from 
deferred-payment  lands.  The  regulations  issued 
by  the  late  Minister  of  Lands  provided  that  a 
third  should  be  so  returned ;  but  these  regu- 
lations, in  this  respect,  were  uUra  vires.  A 
payment  of  thirds  was  made  to  one  of  these 
associations,  and  then  further  payments  were 
stopped  by  the  Audit  Department;  so  this 
paragraph  is  inserted  to  legalise  the  pay- 
ment of  thirds  in  the  case  of  special  settle- 
ments taken  up  under  the  regulations  to 
which  I  have  referred.  Section  22  provides 
for  the  extension  of  the  area  of  small  graz- 
ing-mns  from  five  thousand  acres,  as  at  pre- 
sent, to  twenty  thousand  acres.  A  number 
at  small  runs  are  now  thrown  upon  the  hands 
of  the  Qovemment  by  its  late  tenants,  it  hav- 


ing been  found  impossible  to  work  them  in 
the  limited  areas  in  which  they  were  leased. 
For  the  suggestion  to  insert  this  clause  I  have 
to  thank  the  late  Minister  of  Lands.  I  hope 
that,  when  next  the  question  of  the  land-laws 
is  touched,  the  principle  which  is  applied  to 
the  terms  on  which  the  small  grazing-nms 
are  dealt  with  will  be  applied  to  all  pastoral 
lands.  Under  the  small  grazlng-runs  system 
the  tenant  has  a  secure  tenure  for  twenty-one 
years,  whereas  under  the  ordinary  pastoral 
leases  the  Crown  may  resume  possession  on 
giving  twelve  months'  notice.  Further  tech- 
nical corrections  are  to  be  found  in  the  28rd 
and  24th  sections.  Section  25  is  in  the  nature 
of  retrospective  legislation,  put  in  to  cover 
illegal  expenditure  on  the  part  of  the  Clutha 
Biver  Board.  But  this  expenditure  on  the  part 
of  the  Board  was  made  in  good  faith  and  under 
the  beUef  that  they  were  acting  within  their 
powers  at  the  time.  The  Kermadec  Islands 
are  dealt  with  in  the  26th  clause.  In  that 
clause  provision  is  made  for  giving  a  grant  to 
Mr.  Bell  of  100  acres,  and  a  pastoral  lease  over 
a  specific  area.  There  is  an  important  provi- 
sion that  I  have  not  yet  alluded  to,  and  which, 
but  for  my  pointing  it  out,  might,  until  the 
BUI  is  carefully  examined,  escape  attention. 
It  is  in  the  repeals.  Sections  237  and  240  of 
the  Act  provide  that  endowment  reserves  may 
be  dealt  with  by  the  Qovemment  and  disposed 
of  by  it.  The  provisoes  to  these  sections  are 
that  these  reserves  can  only  be  so  dealt  with 
on  the  recommendation  of  the  parties  in 
whom  they  are  vested.  The  repeal  of  these 
provisoes  gives  to  the  Government  the  power, 
wichout  the  recommendation  and  without  the 
consent  of  the  parties  interested,  to  take  the 
control  and  disposal  of  those  lands  for  settle- 
ment; and  I  may  say  that  I  think  this  very 
necessary.  In  the  past  endowments  have  been 
held  and  dealt  with  in  a  way  injurious  to 
settlement,  and  my  idea  is  that  this  power  being 
given  to  the  Government — should  it  be  so  given 
— will  prevent  the  necessity  of  the  Government 
interfering.  I  think  it  will  be  a  somewhat 
similar  case  to  what  we  are  all  well  acquainted 
with — that  of  a  horse  which  will  scarcely  move 
without  a  whip,  but  if  you  have  one  in  your 
hand  it  goes  well  without  any  application  of 
the  whip.  I  think  the  Government  having  the 
power  to  interfere — if  endowment  reserves  are 
required  for  the  settlement  of  the  country — 
will  prevent  any  necessity  for  such  interference 
on  the  part  of  the  Government.  I  have  now  run 
over  the  principal  points  of  the  Bill ;  and,  as  it 
is  a  matter  on  which  a  good  deal  of  discussion 
is  sure  to  take  place,  and  there  will  be  many 
points  for  me  to  answer,  I  shall  not  make  any 
further  remarks  at  the  present  time,  but  will 
simply  move  the  second  reading. 

Dr.  HODGKINSON.— Sir,  speaking  of  this 
Bill  generally,  I  think  it  may  be  said  of  it  that 
it  is  a  very  good  Bill ;  but  there  is  one  excep- 
tion that  I  must  take  to  it,  and  I  think  a  good 
many  other  honourable  members  will  take  the 
same  exception  to  clause  27.  It  is  not  my  in- 
tention to  speak  much  about  the  Bill  until  it 
goes  into  Committee.     I  think,  except  with 


.  Digitized  by 


Google 


132 


Land  BUI, 


[HOUSE.] 


Land  Bill. 


[Nov.  29 


regard  to  that  olaase  27,  all  other  objeetions 
might  be  made  in  Committee.  I  would  ask 
the  honourable  gentleman  to  withdraw  the 
clause  entirely,  for  I  cannot  see  what  good 
object  is  secured  by  it.  All  this  Bill  proposes 
to  do  for  the  benefit  of  the  colony  we  could  do 
quite  as  well  without  that  clause.  I  would 
urge  that  the  question  of  Land  Boards  should 
be  deferred  imtil  the  Government,  next  session, 
have  brooght  up  their  scheme  to  reform  local 
government  and  of  decentralisation.  I  think 
&at  such  a  scheme  ae  that  will  be  expected, 
and  I  hope  the  abolition  of  the  Iiand  Boards 
will  be  deferred  until  that  scheme  comes  before 
us.  If  we  reform  local  government  in  the 
right  direction,  these  Land  Boards,  Charitable 
Aid  Boards,  Bducation  Boards,  &o.,  can  be 
dealt  with  then.  I  feel  quite  sure  that  the 
settlers  would  not  be  willing  to  adopt  this  cen- 
tralistio  system,  which  puts  so  much  power 
in  the  hands  of  a  Government  official.  It  is 
quite  contrary  to  the  genius  of  British  legisla- 
tion. I  consider  such  a  system  vicious.  When 
the  Bill  is  in  Committee  I  may  have  something 
to  say  on  other  portions  of  it,  but  there  is 
only  one  clause  to  which  I  will  refer  just  now. 
That  is  clause  10,  which  provides  that  no  one 
shall  be  allowed  to  purchase  for  cash  in  any 
survey  district  more  than  640  acres  of  land. 
I  have  my  doubts  whether  this  is  a  wise  provi- 
sion. If  we  are  to  attract  settlers  of  consider- 
able capital,  as  the  honourable  the  mover  of 
the  Bill  has  mentioned,  it  seems  to  me  that  a 
man  with  £10,000  would  require  more  than  a 
square  mile  of  land,  and  it  would  be  injurious 
.to  prevent  him  from  settling  amongst  us  by 
passing  such  a  restriction.  At  the  same  time  I 
should  like  to  see  small  settlers  on  the  land ; 
bat  we  should  make  way  for  all  classes.  I 
question  very  much  whether  you  are  not  fixing 
uie  amount  too  low.  I  will  express  my  senti- 
ments freely  when  the  Bill  goes  into  Com- 
mittee. 

Mr.  J.  Mckenzie.— Sir,  I  am  sorry  that  I 
shall  have  to  criticize  this  maiden  effort  of  the 
Minister  of  Lands  rather  adversely  ;  and  I  am 
very  much  astonished  that  the  honourable 
member  at  the  head  of  the  Government  should 
allow  his  colleague  to  introduce  this  Bill  to 
the  House,  because  it  upsets  the  whole  of  the 
old  legislation  which  his  late  colleague,  Mr. 
BoUeston,  so  ably  advocated  in  this  House, 
and  so  earnestly  pushed  forward  through  the 
House.  —  (No.)  —  I  say  it  does.  The  present 
Bill  completely  upsets  and  alters  the  whole  of 
our  land  system  ;  and  I  caution  every  member 
of  the  House  to  carefully  look  into  this  Bill  and 
compare  it  clause  by  clause  with  the  Act  that 
is  to  be  done  away  with.  Members  will  then 
find  the  true  effects  of  this  Bill.  If  it  is  the 
wish  of  the  honourable  gentleman  to  get  more 
revenue  from  the  waste  lands  of  the  Crown,  I 
aa,y  that,  in  the  present  state  of  the  country, 
he  cannot  possibly  do  it  except  at  a  sacrifice 
of  the  future  of  this  country.  He  told  us  this 
evening,  when  addressing  the  House  on  this 
■Bill,  that  he  had  known  of  people  coming  here 
with  money  and  leaving  Oxe  oolony  because 
ihey  could  not  get  land  to  purohaae.  The  argu- 
I>r.  Hodgkinton 


ment  is  a  great  fallacy ;  because  any  person 
coming  to  this  country  at  this  moment  can 
purchase  land  second-hand  privately  from  indi- 
viduals at  a  less  cost  than  the  original  cost- 
price  of  such  land  from  the  Crown;  and, 
besides,  he  will  have  fencing  and  other  im- 
provements given  in.  At  this  moment  there 
are  plenty  of  large  estates  in  the  market  for 
sale,  with  all  improvements,  at  less  money 
than  they  originally  cost.  If  people  wished 
to  come  here  tuid  settle  down,  they  have 
every  opportunity  of  doing  so.  It  is  a  well- 
known  fact  that  at  the  present  moment,  owing 
to  the  low  price  of  every  sort  of  produce  com- 
ing from  the  land,  there  is  no  real  bond  fide 
demand  for  land  to  any  extent  for  actual 
settlement  or  occupation ;  and  if  the  Minis- 
ter of  Lands  expects  to  get  a  large  increase 
of  revenue  by  this  Bill  he  can  only  do  it  by 
offering  land  at  such  a  price  as  will  induce 
speculators  to  purchase  for  the  future  benefit 
of  themselves.  And  I  ask  this  House  if  it 
is  a  proper  thing  to  do  to  sacrifice  at  the 
present  time  our  landed  estate  for  an  imme- 
diate benefit,  with  a  great  sacrifice  in  the 
future.  I  tlunk  it  would  be  wrong  to  do  it. 
If  the  Minister  of  Lands  expects  to  find  people 
with  cash  to  purchase  land,  no  doubt  he  will 
find  them  ;  but,  as  I  said  before,  it  can  only  be 
done  by  offering  land  at  such  a  low  price  as  will 
show  them  some  chance  of  being  able  to  do 
well  for  themselves  when  things  come  to  a 
better  state  than  they  are  now  in.  We  have 
had,  during  the  last  year,  49,475  acres  selected 
on  perpetual  lease  in  the  colony,  and  this  land 
has  been  selected  by  249  selectors.  Supposing 
the  249  selectors  took  up  the  land  for  cash,  at 
an  upset  price  of  £1  per  acre,  it  would  mean 
that  the  honourable  gentleman  would  get,  in 
round  numbers,  dSdO.OOO.  I  want  him  to  point 
out  to  me  and  to  this  House  how  it  is  possible 
for  these  settlers  to  be  in  a  better  position  than 
they  are  in  at  the  present  time  if  £49,000  or 
£50,000  was  taken  out  of  their  pockets  in  cosh, 
even  if  they  had  it  ?  But  they  had  not  got  it, 
and  they  could  not  possibly  pay  for  the  land  in 
cash.  Consequently,  the  return  would  not  be 
there.  So  far  as  I  can  see  in  the  Minister  of 
Lands'  arguments,  it  all  goes  to  this:  The 
whole  Btmi  and  substance  of  his  argument 
was  that  we  should  have  no  perpetual  leases, 
no  deferred  payment ;  that  all  land  should  be 
sold  for  cash. — (No.) — Well,  it  is  true  it  is 
stated  that  a  man  con  select  land  as  it  suits 
him;  but  I  say  that  the  arguments  of  the 
honourable  gentleman  meant  that  this  colony 
should  have  more  money  out  of  the  land  than 
we  have  got,  that  the  land  should  have 
yielded  more  to  the  State,  that  the  State  should 
have  sold  more  land  for  cash,  and  that  the 
money  should  go  into  the  Treasury  out  of  the 
pockets  of  the  settlers.  That  is  the  whole  sum 
and  substance  of  his  argument  and  the  reasons 
he  gave  for  this  alteration  in  the  law,  so  far  as 
I  can  see.  So  far  as  offering  more  land  for 
cosh  throughout  the  colony  is  concerned,  it  is 
quite  possible  for  the  honourable  gentleman  to 
do  that  under  the  existing  Act.  He  com- 
plained, so  far  as  I  could  understand,  of  the 
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late  Administiation  having  endeavoured  to 
have  more  land  taken  up  for  settlement  by 
perpetual  and  a^cultural  leases  and  deferred 
payments  than  they  had  ofiered  for  cosh. 
Kow,  Sir,  he  knows  perfectly  well,  I  have  no 
doubt,  after  carefully  reading  the  present  Act, 
as  he  must  have  done,  that  it  was  quite  pos- 
sible for  him,  8ls  Minister  of  Lands,  to  have 
larger  areas  of  land  offered  for  cash,  if  that  was 
his  object.  So  that  object  could  be  gained 
without  this  amendment  of  the  Act  at  all. 
The  honourable  gentleman  said  this  Bill  would 
give  relief  to  settlers  on  the  land ;  but  I  fail  en- 
tirely to  see  that  the  clause  empowering  people 
to  purchase  their  holdings  will  give  relief.  If 
people  are  not  able  to  pay  their  5  per  cent. 
rent  to  the  Government,  how  would  it  be  easier 
for  them  to  pay  a  higher  rate  as  interest  on 
money  borrowed  to  pay  for  the  freehold  of  their 
land?  In  place  of  being  in  arrears  to  the  Crown, 
as  now,  they  would  very  soon  be  in  still  greater 
arrears  to  the  money-lender.  I  cannot  possibly 
see  where  the  relief  oomes  in,  and  I  nave  no 
doubt  whatever  that  the  honourable  gentleman 
will  see  that  his  measure,  in  that  respect,  is 
anything  but  a  measure  of  relief  —  rather  it 
will  be  just  the  reverse.  Then,  the  Mioister 
said  the  Bill  fixes  the  price  to  be  paid  for  any 
land ;  but,  as  far  as  I  can  road  it,  it  does 
nothing  of  the  sort.  It  simply  gives  ^wer  to 
the  Minister  of  the  day  to  fix  the  price ;  the 
Bill  does  not  fix  it  at  all.  So  elastic  is  the  Bill 
in  that  direction  that  the  price  can  be  either 
raised  or  lowered  at  the  discretion  of  the  Minis- 
ter. I  think  that  is  not  a,  proper  position  to 
?nt  any  Minister  in,  and  I  must  object  to  it. 
he  honourable  gentleman  said  the  best  settlers 
we  have  in  the  country  have  sprung  from  the 
working-class — men  who  have  worked  on  the 
land  themselves,  and  have  been  able  to  gather 
safficient  money  themselves  to  take  up  land 
and  become  settlers.  I  admit  that  at  once  ;  but 
I  ask  the  honourable  gentleman,  and  I  ask  all 
who  are  prepared  to  support  the  Bill,  if  it  is 
not  a  fact  that  the  deferred  -  payment  system 
and  the  perpetual-lease  system  have  enabled 
hundreds  of  such  men  to  go  on  the  land  who 
but  for  those  systems  could  not  possibly  have 
done  so,  —  who  could  not  have  taken  up  land 
U  they  hod  been  compelled  to  pay  the  full 
price  for  the  land  before  they  could  get  pos- 
Bession  of  it.  I  say  it  would  be  absurd  to 
suppose  that  a  very  large  number  of  those 
settlers  would  have  been  able  to  go  on  the  land 
but  for  the  liberal  land -law  now  in  force. 
Again,  the  honourable  gentleman  says  the  small 
grazing-nm  system  should  be  extended  to  the 
whole  of  the  pastoral  lands  of  the  country. 
Now,  I  admit  that  the  small  graziug-ran  system 
is  a  good  one,  and  I  believe  it  might  be  extended 
still  farther  in  the  direction  the  honourable 
gentleman  points  out ;  but  to  say  that  the  whole 
of  the  pastoral  lands  of  the  country  should  be 
leased  in  that  way  is  absurd,  because  the  mo- 
ment you  have  disposed  of  all  your  lands  in 
that  way  j'ou  will  have  none  whatever  left  for 
any  other  class  of  settlement:  and  a  large 
area  of  land  which  now,  owing  to  its  distance 
from  a  market,  is  only  looked  upon  as  pastoral 


land,  is  really  fit  for  agricultural  purposes.  It 
would  be  taking  land  fit  for  agricultural  pur- 
poses for  small  grazing-runs.  On  the  Otago 
Land  Board,  of  which  I  am  a  member,  the 
system  pursued  is  this :  Where  there  is  very 
good  land  fit  for  agricultural  settlement  the 
Board  does  not  lease  it  for  small  grazing-runs, 
but  retains  it  for  the  purpose  of  disposing  of  it 
for  agricultural  settlement;  and  if  it  is  not 
wanted  immediately  for  settlement  it  is  relet 
as  an  ordinary  run  until  it  is  required.  I 
will  go  over  the  different  sections  of  the  Bill  as 
the  Minister  did  in  introducing  it,  and  deal 
briefly  with  each.  Section  2  gives  the  Minis- 
ter power  to  declare  the  whole  of  the  Crown 
lands  open  for  selection  before  survey,  with 
two  clskssos  of  exceptions,  those  being  lands 
which  have  been  previously  gazetted  as  suitable 
for  special  settlements,  and  small  grazing-runs. 
With  these  two  exceptions,  all  the  lauds  in 
the  hands  of  the  Crown  can  bo  declared  at  any 
time  to  be  lands  open  for  sole  as  unsurveyed 
lands,  and  he  is  enabled  to  classify  it  as  first-  and 
second-class  laud.  I  do  not  think  it  is  proper 
that  wo  should  put  any  Minister  in  the  position 
of  being  able  to  deal  with  the  whole  estate  of  the 
country  in  that  way.  Clause  3  deals  with  the 
price  of  land,  and  enables  the  Minister  to  re- 
duce the  price  of  second-class  land  to  10s.  per 
acre.  Clause  5  enables  any  one  wanting  to  go 
on  land  to  take  up  land  under  any  system  he 
likes,  either  on  deferred  payment,  or  perpetual 
lease,  or  for  cash.  This,  as  far  as  I  con  see, 
would  simply  mean  giving  the  preference  as  to 
any  land  to  those  who  con  find  the  cash  to  buy 
it.  Clause  7,  in  my  opinion,  gives  a  very  mis- 
chievous power :  it  provides  for  priority  of 
application  for  unsurveyed  land.  I  wish  to 
draw  the  attention  of  tiie  honourable  gentle- 
man to  this,  as  I  hope  he  will  see  the  neces- 
sity of  amending  that  clause.  Priority  of 
application  for  unsurveyed  land  would  simply 
mean  this:  that,  when  a  block  of  land  was 
declared  to  be  open  for  application  on  a  oer- 
tajn  day,  when  the  Land  Offices  opened  on 
that  day  there  might  be  a  dozen  people  waiting 
to  give  in  applications  for  a  particular  part 
of  the  block,  and  the  one  who  was  success- 
ful in  first  catching  the  eye  or  the  ear  or  the 
hand  of  the  clerk  would  be  the  one  who  would 
get  the  land.  Kow,  I  think  that  that  should  be 
altered,  and  that  the  plan  should  be  the  same 
as  with  surveyed  land,  and  all  applications 
lodged  on  the  same  day  should  be  in  the  same 
position.  Clause  8  provides  that  all  lands  now 
open  for  settlement  on  deferred  payment  or  for 
perpetual  lease  shall  be  open  for  sale  for  cash. 
That,  I  think,  is  a  mistake,  because  in  many 
cases  persons  who  have  taken  land  on  deferred 
payment  or  perpetual  lease  in  certain  blocks 
will  find  the  rest  of  the  blocks  taken  up  for 
for  cash,  and  that  will  bo  unjust  to  the  first 
settlers,  who,  when  they  took  up  their  sections, 
did  so  on  the  understanding  that  the  remaining 
sections  would  be  held  by  the  Crown  until  they 
were  taken  up  on  the  same  system  that  they 
took  up  theirs.  Clause  9  is  a  very  mischievous 
one.  It  gives  the  Minister  power,  if  he  chooses, 
to  open  any  run  in  the  country  as  second-class 
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land,  and  to  sell  it  immediately  after  for  cash, 
at  lOa.  an  acre ; — there  is  nothing  in  this  section 
to  prevent  the  honourable  gentleman  doing  so. 
I  think  that  this  clause,  like  some  others  I  have 
referred  to,  gives  a  great  power,  which  certainly 
should  not  be  intrusted  to  any  one  individual. 
Then,  section  10  defines  how  much  land  any  one 
individual  may  purchase  in  any  survey  district ; 
but,  so  far  as  I  can  see,  there  is  no  definition  of 
what  a  Burvev  district  means,  though  perhaps 
the  honourable  gentleman  may  tell  me  what 
it  means;  but  I  fear  that  different  interpre- 
tations will  be  put  upon  that  phrase.  I  sup- 
pose that  this  means  that  no  person  can  pur- 
chase more  than  2,640  acres  for  cash — 640  acres 
of  agricultural  land  and  2,000  acres  of  second- 
class  land  ;  but  there  is  nothing  in  this  Act  to 
prevent  any  person  from  purchasing  as  much 
as  he  likes  for  cash,  and  it  re-establishes  the 
power  to  create  large  estates.  Then,  it  is 
made  compulsory  upon  a  person  purchasing 
land  under  this  section  for  cash  to  make  a 
declaration  before  the  Commissioner  in  terms 
to  be  prepared  by  the  Commissioner ;  but 
why  is  the  declaration  not  put  into  the  Act,  as 
it  is  in  the  case  of  the  declaration  required  to 
be  made  by  those  who  take  up  land  under  the 
perpetual-lease,  small -run,  and  deferred-pay- 
ment systems  ?  I  see  no  reason  why  the  de- 
claration should  not  be  put  in  the  Act.  Then, 
clause  11  says,  "  In  the  event  of  any  of  the 
statements  in  such  declaration  being  false,  the 
purchaser  shall  forfeit  all  right  to  the  land ; " 
and  so  forth.  But  who  is  to  prove  that  state- 
ments in  the  declaration  are  false  ?  There  is  no 
.  provision  in  this  Bill  for  inquiry  in  any  shape 
or  form.  Then,  there  is  another  flaw  in  the 
clause,  because,  if  the  purchaser  once  gets 
his  Crown  grant,  he  can  sell  the  land,  and  the 
second-hand  buyer  is  in  no  way  responsible. 
There  is  nothing  in  the  Bill  to  prevent  people 
from  buying  as  large  tracts  of  land  as  they 
like,  building  up  what  have  been  called  in  this 
House  "  great  estates."  No  doubt  the  honour- 
able gentleman  means  to  provide  that  no  person 
may  be  able  to  purchase  more  than  2,640  acres 
of  land ;  but  he  must  make  better  provision 
than  is  to  be  found  here  if  he  wishes  to  carry 
that  out.  He  must  define  what  a  survey  dis- 
trict means,  and  he  must  provide  means  for 
inquiry  into  the  truth  of  declarations  made. 
So  far,  I  think  the  Bill  fails  to  carry  out 
what  the  honourable  gentleman  wishes  to 
do,  if  that  is  his  object.  Then  I  come  to 
section  18 ;  and  that  sweeps  away  every  safe- 
guard that  has  been  provided  in  this  House 
for  years  past  in  the  way  of  getting  settlers 
upon  the  land.  The  repeal  of  subsections 
(5)  and  (8)  of  section  114  of  the  Land  Act,  and 
also  of  subsections  (1)  to  (8)  of  section  149, 
sweeps  away  all  the  safeguards  which  have 
been  provided  for  securing  bond  fide  settlement. 
Then,  section  14  reintroduces  the  auction  system 
into  our  land-laws.  As  honourable  members 
are  no  doubt  aware,  this  auction  system  has 
been  discussed  in  this  House  for  years  past, 
and,  after  a  great  deal  of  consideration,  the 
House  condemned  both  the  auction  system  and 
the  ballot  system,  and  the  present  tender  sys- 
Ur.  J.  McKemie 


tern  was  arrived  at  as  a  fair  compromise.  I 
think  we  might  let  matters  rest  at  that ;  at 
any  rate,  I  hope  the  House  will  not  revwt 
to  the  auction  system  again.  I  have  no 
hesitation  in  saying  that  the  auction  sys- 
tem has  been  one  of  the  greatest  evils  that 
we  have  had  to  contend  with  in  connection 
with  our  land-laws;  and,  as  a 'member  of  a 
Land  Board,  and  having  pretty  considerable 
experience,  I  express  my  conviction  that,  in 
nine  cases  out  of  ten,  those  people  who 
got  their  land  without  competition  at  auction 
have  been  able  to  carry  out  their  engagements, 
whereas  those  who  purchased  by  auction  have 
very  seldom  been  able  to  carry  out  their  en- 
gagements. So  that  I  hope  that,  whatever 
may  be  the  consequence,  honourable  members 
will  throw  out  this  clause  so  far  as  it  restores 
the  auction  system.  Section  15  the  honourable 
gentleman  has  described  as  one  which  will 
enable  smaU  settlers  to  acquire  their  freeholds ; 
but  I  say  it  certainly  means  this:  that  it 
will  enable  all  those  who  are  not  complying 
and  have  not  complied  with  the  conditions  as 
to  residence  to  get  their  freehold,  so  long  as 
they  can  comply  with  the  conditions  as  to 
improvements.  The  honourable  member  for  the 
Wairarapa  says,  "  Hear,  hear."  That  clause 
may  suit  him  and  several  other  of  his  kidney 
in  this  House ;  but  I  may  tell  the  honourable 
gentleman  that  I  know  several  instances  where 
a  number  of  "  dummies"  have  been  planted,  and 
where  it  is  desired  that  this  sort  of  thing  may 
be  allowed  so  that  "  dummies  "  may  be  bought 
out.  I  do  not  know  whether  the  honourable 
gentleman  has  any  knowledge  of  this  sort 
of  thing,  but  I  have  no  hesitation  in  saying 
that  this  will  enable  that  sort  of  thing  to 
be  done;  and  I  have  no  doubt  that  some 
people  very  much  desire  it.  Then,  section 
16  does  the  same  as  regards  the  goldfields.  I 
do  not  pretend  to  know  much  about  the 
goldfields,  and  I  look  to  the  goldfields  mem- 
bers for  guidance  on  this  matter ;  but  I  do 
know  this :  that  there  is  a  good  deal  of  diffi- 
culty in  resuming  the  possession  of  land  for 
mining  purposes  when  it  becomes  freehold ; 
and  I  think  it  is  desirable  to  be  very  careful 
how  we  pass  a  clause  of  this  kind.  Then,  sec- 
tion 17  will  allow  the  purchaser  of  unsnrveyed 
land  to  have  it  so  surveyed  as  to  suit  his  own 
requirements  and  tastes.  I  think  that  also  is 
a  very  mischievous  clause,  for  it  may  enable 
a  man  to  have  his  land  surveyed  in  a  manner 
which,  though  according  to  his  own  taste,  may 
not  be  at  all  suited  to  fit  in  with  the  general 
surveys  of  the  country ;  and  I  think  there 
should  be  some  restrictions  on  the  surveying, 
so  that  the  interests  of  the  country  may  be 
conserved.  Then,  section  18  deals  with  public 
reserves,  and  will  enable  them  also  to  be  made 
freehold.  It  seems  to  me  that  the  whole  ten- 
dency of  the  Bill  is  to  wipe  out  of  existence  all 
that  has  been  done  by  this  House  during  the 
past  few  years.  The  idea  seems  to  be  that  all 
the  land  shall  be  held  in  freehold,  and  none 
in  leasehold.  The  whole  tendency  of  the  Bill 
seems  to  go  in  that  direction.  Section  19  gives 
the  Minister  power  to  say  where  money  is  to  be 
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■pent — the  money  which  belongs  to  the  local 
bodies.  Undei  the  Land  Act  now,  one-third  of 
tiie  money  accruing  from  the  deferred-payment 
sales  and  from  the  leasehold  rents  goes  to 
the  local  bodies ;  and  up  to  the  present  time 
the  Ijand  Boards  in  the  various  districts  have 
had  the  power  of  saying  where  the  mone^  is  to 
be  spent.  I  have  known  of  cases  of  conflict  be- 
tween the  selectors  and  the  local  bodies  as  to 
where  the  money  derived  from  this  source 
■hoold  be  spent,  and  when  these  have  occurred 
there  has  been  the  Land  Board  to  inquire  into 
the  matter  and  decide.  Now  it  seems  that  the 
whole  of  this  power  is  to  be  vested  in  the  Minis- 
ter of  the  day,  and  the  people  concerned  are 
not  to  have  a  voice  in  the  matter.  Section  21 
is  one  which,  I  am  glad  to  say,  I  can  agree  with, 
bnt  the  honourable  gentleman  need  not  take 
any  credit  for  it.  It  is  a  clause  which  has 
passed  this  House  on  several  occasions,  but  it 
has  been  rejected  by  the  other  Chamber.  Then 
I  oome  to  section  22.  I  also  agree  with  this 
section,  but  I  think  it  requires  carefully  guard- 
ing. I  think  that  a  considerable  portion  of  the 
country  might  be  leased  in  blocks  of  twenty 
thousand  acres  for  grazing  purposes.  Seeing 
the  great  evil  that  we  have  to  contend  with  in 
the  shape  of  the  rabbits,  I  have  no  hesitation 
in  saying  that  we  must  be  prepared  to  give  a 
better  tenure  to  our  leaseholders  if  we  expect 
them  to  cope  with  the  rabbit-pest.  I  there- 
fore think  that  this  portion  of  the  Act  might 
be  applied  in  certain  places  ;  and  I  should  not 
object  to  give  a  permanent  tenure  in  respect 
of  land  that  would  not  be  required  for  settle- 
ment purposes.  So  far,  I  think  the  section  is 
not  out  of  place.  I  now  come  to  section  23. 
That  simply  means  that  we  are  to  take  away 
from  School  Commissioners  and  Trustees  of 
Education  Reserves  the  power  of  dealing  with 
their  own  land.  I  do  not  know  how  these 
bodies  will  like  that,  but  I  know  that,  in  the 
|nst,  they  have  not  liked  Ministers  of  the  Crown 
mterfering  with  them  in  their  functions. 
They,  as  local  people  residing  in  the  district, 
know  the  land,  and  its  qualifications,  and  suita- 
bility for  settlement,  and  I  think  they  are  the 
best  judges  as  to  the  most  suitable  use  to  put 
the  land  to.  I  therefore  think  that  that  clause 
ought  not  to  be  passed.  I  now  come  to  clause 
S7,  which  transfers  a  very  large  number  of 
powers  now  exercised  by  the  various  Land 
Boards  to  the  Commissioner.  I  do  not  know 
whether  I  understand  the  Minister  aright  when 
he  introduced  the  Bill,  that  the  Commissioner 
should  still  hold  the  meetings  of  the  Land 
Board. 

Mr.  G.  F.  BICHABDSON.— No ;  he  would 
■it  himself. 

Hr.  J.  Mckenzie.— Then  I  should  like  to 
know  bow  he  is  to  decide  all  the  cases  that 
oome  before  him.  The  honourable  gentleman's 
Bill  fails  in  that  matter,  for  if  he  turns  to  sec- 
tions 43  to  49  of  the  Act  he  will  find  that  there 
is  no  provision  in  his  Bill  for  transferring  to 
the  Commissioner  the  work  done  by  the  Boards 
under  those  sections. 

Mr.  G.  F.  BICHABDSON.— Will  the  honour- 


able gentleman  read  the  first  line  of  subsec- 
tion (6)  ? 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE.— That  provides  that  the 
functions  of  the  Board  are  to  be  performed  by 
the  Commissioner ;  but  why  does  he  say,  under 
the  previous  subsection,  that  the  Commissioner 
is  to  have  the  power  of  the  Board  under  sec- 
tion 49  and  a  number  of  other  sections  of 
the  Act,  and  not  include  sections  43  to  49  7 
Why  not  put  it  in  a  general  way,  that  the 
Commissioner  shall  still  sit  in  open  Court 
and  conduct  all  the  business  now  conducted 
by  the  Waste  Lands  Boards?  I  think  that 
portion  of  the  Bill  will  require  considerable 
amendment  before  it  is  acceptable  to  the 
people.  I  ask  honourable  members  to  look  for 
themselves  at  the  various  sections  of  this  Bill 
in  which  it  is  proposed  to  hand  over  the  whole 
of  tho  controf  to  the  Commissioner  of  Crown 
Lands,  which,  of  course,  will  mean  the  Minis- 
ter, and  to  see  the  immeuse  power  they  are 
asked  to  pla,ce  in  the  hands  of  the  Minister 
of  Lands  for  the  time  being  and  his  Commis- 
sioners, who  can  do  nothing  without  his  con- 
sent. They  vrill  find  that  the  whole  control 
of  the  pastoral  leases  of  the  counti?  is  to  pass 
into  the  hands  of  the  Minister.  Whether  any 
portions  of  those  runs  shall  be  reserved  for  sale 
or  settlement  is  left  at  his  disposal ;  whether 
he  will  let  them  again  will  be  at  his  disposal ; 
the  upset  price  will  be  at  his  disposal ;  all 
classification  of  land  of  every  description  will 
be  at  his  disposal ;  and  the  manner  in  which 
the  laud  is  to  oe  disposed  of  is  to  be  at  his  dis- 
posal. All  these  thmgs  are  to  be  handed  over 
to  the  Minister  of  the  day  and  his  Commis- 
sioners. Of  course,  tho  Commissioners  are 
merely  a  name,  for  they  can  do  nothing  with- 
out the  sanction  and  approval  of  the  Minister. 
I  am  glad  to  hear  that  the  Minister  of  Lands 
is  still  determined  that  business  of  every  de- 
scription that  comes  before  the  Commissioner 
is  to  be  dealt  with  in  open  court,  and  that  the 
public  and  the  Press  will  be  allowed  to  be  pre- 
sent. Do  I  rightly  understand  that  that  is 
what  the  honourable  gentleman  moans  ? 

Mr.  G.  P.  BICHARDSON.— Certainly. 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE.— Then  ho  will  have  to 
amend  his  Bill  to  enable  that  to  be  done. 
Then,  I  oome  to  the  proviso  dealing  with 
sections  237  to  240  of  the  Act,  to  which 
the  Minister  referred.  His  proviso  simply 
means  this:  that  it  takes  the  power  from  the 
School  Commissioners  and  trustees  of  educa- 
tion and  other  reserves  to  deal  with  their  own 
land.  There  is  another  portion  of  the  Act  for 
which  I  do  not  know  that  the  honourable  gentle- 
man has  made  provision.  There  is  a  portion  of. 
the  Act  called  tho  Land  Boards  Inquiry  Act. 
That  was  first  passed  by  this  House  as  a 
special  Act,  and  was  afterwards  embodied  in 
the  Act  of  1885.  Section  71  of  the  Act  of  1885 
provides, — 

"  Whenever  a  Land  Board  has  reason  to  be- 
lieve that  any  lessee  or  licensee  whose  lease  or 
license  was  granted  at  any  time  subsequent  to 
the  last  day  of  the  month  of  June,  in  the  year 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  eighty-three, 
is  not  fulfilling  the  conditions  of  his  lease  or 
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license  in  a  bond  fide  manner  accoiding  to  their 

true  intent  and  purport,  the  Board  may  hold 
an  inquiry  into  the  case,  and  may  declare  all 
title  rights  oi  the  lessee  or  licensee  under  his 
lease  or  license  to  be  forfeited,  and  shall  cancel 
such  lease  or  license  in  every  case  where,  upon 
inquiry,  and  after  hearing  witnesses,  or  without 
such  hearing,  the  Board  shall  be  satisfied  that 
the  lessee  or  licensee  is  evading  the  require- 
ments of  this  Act  in  their  true  intent  and 
spirit." 

There  is  a  provision  to  the  same  effect  in 
section  78.  But  his  amending  Bill  fails  to  pru- 
vide  that  the  Commissioner  can  do  this  work. 
I  wish  to  know  whether  the  Minister  of  Lands 
means  that  the  CommiFsioner  shall  do  this  also. 
As  the  honourable  gentleman  does  not  answer, 
I  presume  that  he  has  not  made  up  his  mind. 
I  want  to  know  whether  these  clauses  of  the 
Land  Act  are  to  remain  a  dead  -  letter,  or  are 
they  to  be  enforced  in  future  ?  ajid,  if  so,  by 
whom — by  what  Court  or  by  what  person  or 

Eersons  is  this  to  be  done  ?  It  must  ho  remem- 
ered  that  these  inquiries  were  held  by  the 
Land  Boards  is  the  various  districts,  and,  so  far 
as  I  can  see,  there  is  no  provision  in  the  Bill 
for  the  same  system  being  carried  on.  If 
it  simply  moiuis  that,  if  thcro  are  any  evasions 
of  the  Aot  there  will  be  no  remedy.  Now, 
Sir,  the  Minister  of  Lands  told  us,  in  intro- 
ducing his  Bill,  that  the  work  of  the  Land 
Boards  throughout  the  colony  had  dwindled 
down  till  they  had  nothing  to  do.  That  may 
be  the  case  in  some  parts  of  the  colony, 
but  I  can  assure  the  honourable  gentleman 
that  in  that  port  of  the  colony  from  which  I 
eome  such  is  not  the  case.  The  Otago  Waste 
Lands  Board  during  the  year  ending  on  the  31st 
March  last  had  1,588  cases  brought  before  it 
within  the  twelvemonth,  or  at  the  rate  of  thirty 
odd  cases  a  day  for  each  day  on  which  the 
Board  sat ;  and,  although  those  cases,  in  many 
instances  grievances  of  settlers  or  selectors, 
may  seem  very  light  in  the  mind  of  the  Minis- 
ter of  Lands,  I  can  assure  him  that  many 
cases  came  before  the  Board  which  were  of 
vital  importance  to  the  persons  interested,  and 
that  they  were  very  much  interested  as  to  how 
their  cases  were  decided.  I  have  no  hesitation 
in  saying  that  if  the  Minister  of  Lands  abolishes 
the  Land  Boards  he  will  bring  upon  himself 
something  of  which  he  is  not  aware.  I  cer- 
tainly should  not  like  to  be  in  his  shoes  if  I  had 
the  administration  of  the  whole  lands  of  the 
oolony  without  the  assistance  of  the  Land 
Boards.  He  will  lind  that  he  will  bring  about 
his  head  a  hornets'  nest  that  he  has  no  idea  of. 
I  know  perfectly  well  that  in  many  cases  the 
actions  of  the  Land  Boards  have  perhaps  not 
been  to  the  best  advantage,  and  in  some  cases 
they  have  become  unpopular ;  but  that  is  simply 
because  they  are  nominated  by  Ministers.  I 
quite  agree  that  the  Land  Boards  should  not 
be  nominated  by  Ministers,  and  I  would  sug- 
gest to  the  honourable  gentleman  that  he 
should  bring  in  a  Bill  to  make  them  elective. 
He  might  reduce  the  number  of  members  of  a 
Board  and  have  three  instead  of  six,  and  let 
them  be  elected  by  the  people.  I  see  no  diffi- 
itr.  J.  McKeruie 


oalty  in  the  way  of  their  being  eleoted  on  Um 
same  day  as  members  of  this  House  are  elected. 
The  elector  might  go  to  the  polling-booth  and 
vote  for  both  representative  m  this  House  and 
member  of  the  Land  Board  on  the  same  day, 
merely  putting  the  ballot-papers  into  different 
boxes.  I  do  not  hesitate  to  say  that  greater 
interest  would  be  taken  in  the  election  of 
members  of  the  Land  Boards  by  people  in  most 
parts  of  the  colony  than  in  the  election  of 
members  of  this  House,  for  the  interest  of 
the  people  is  so  much  centred  in  the  proper 
administration  of  the  land  that  they  would  be 
very  careful  to  mikke  the  best  selection.  If  the 
Bill  goes  into  Committee  I  shall,  to  the  best  of 
my  ability,  endeavour  to  have  a  clause  inserted 
for  the  purpose  of  making  the  Ijand  Boards 
elective  under  some  system,  and  I  hope  I 
shall  be  assisted  by  every  true  Liberal  in 
the  House  in  doing  so.  I  quite  agree  with 
the  honourable  member  for  Wallace  that  if 
we  had  a  proper  system  of  local  self-govern- 
ment we  uiight  do  away  with  a  very  large  pro- 
portion of  we  present  expenditure  by  placing 
in  the  hands  of  the  local  Governments  the 
control  of  the  various  matters  which  we  have 
now  to  pay  nominated  Boards  for  managing. 
The  work  could  be  much  better  performed  if  we 
hod  a  better  system  of  local  government  than 
wo  have  at  present ;  but,  pending  anything  in 
that  direction,  I  think  the  Waste  Lands  Boards 
should  be  elected,  until  at  some  future  time 
wo  can  do  away  with  them  in  favour  of  abetter 
system  of  local  administration.  Kow,  Sir,  the 
Minister  of  Lands,  in  introducing  the  Bill, 
gave  us  some  figures  with  regard  to  the  returns 
from  land.  He  told  us  that  the  expenditure 
placed  against  the  Land  Fund  was  more  than 
the  proceeds. 

Mr.  G.  P.  RICH-iRDSON.  — No.  It  the 
honourable  gentleman  will  allow  me  to  explain, 
I  will  tell  him  I  pointed  out  that,  last  year, 
after  deducting  the  territorial  revenue  and  the 
expenses  of  the  administration  of  the  Land 
and  Survey  Department,  we  had  a  surplus  of 
only  £15,000. 

Mr.  3.  McKENZIE.— I  am  glad  to  have  got 
that  explanation,  and  I  am  sorry  he  did  not 
tell  the  head  of  the  Government  that  before  he 
prepared  the  Financial  Statement,  because  we 
have  it  in  the  Fiuancial  Statement  that  it  is 
to  the  bad  something  like  £33,879. 

Mr.  FERGUS.— So  it  is. 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE.— Very  well ;  I  am  going 
to  give  an  idea  how  that  is  brought  about.  In 
the  first  place,  we  have  £305,208  8s.  lOd. 
revenue  from  all  sources  in  the  colony,  and 
from  this  monev  arising  from  the  Land  Fund 
we  take  £201,265  2s.  lOd.  and  place  it  to 
territorial  or  consolidated  revenue,  and  then 
we  take  £103,943  6s.  and  place  it  to  the  Land 
Fund.  The  whole  of  the  rents  received  from 
lands  of  every  description  throughout  the 
colony  is  not  accounted  land  revenue  at  aJl, 
notwithstanding  the  fact  that  the  Land  De- 
partment has  to  do  the  whole  of  the  work  from 
which  that  revcjnue  is  received.  We  have, 
during  last  year,  leased  475  acres  to  fourteen 
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Bdectois  Tmder  £he  agrionlhual-leaee  system 
on  the  goldfields.  Every  one  of  those  sections 
reqaired  to  be  surveyed  and  placed  upon  the 
market,  and  it  is  a  well-known  fact,  and  the 
honourable  gentleman  knows  it  himself  as  well 
as  I  do,  that  it  takes  just  aa  much  to  survey  a 
section  of  land  for  the  purpose  of  leasing  as  to 
survey  it  for  sale  ;  but  that  cost  of  survey  is 
charged  against  the  Land  Fund,  although  the 
rents  from  the  land  go  to  territorial  revenue,  or 
are  added  to  the  consolidated  revenue  of  the 
colony.  Then,  we  have  i9,475  acres  leased  to 
249  selectors.  Then,  we  have  small  grazing- 
rons,  105,857  acres  to  sixty-eight  selectors,  and  so 
on.  X  might  go  through  the  whole  of  the  Crown 
Lands  Beport  and  show  where  an  enormous 
amount  of  work  has  been  done  by  the  Land 
Department  and  by  the  Survey  Department  for 
which  they  get  no  credit  at  all  in  the  shape 
of  revenue.  The  rents  from  all  sources  are 
placed  to  the  consolidated  revenue,  and  the 
Land  Fund  Account  only  gets  credit  for  what 
is  actually  sold  for  cash.  So  that  it  is  no  won- 
der that  the  Land  Fund  should  appear  small. 
I  do  not  think  it  necessary  for  me  to  say  much 
more  on  this  subject,  but  I  would  just  say  this  : 
that  I  will  not  taike  upon  myself  the  responsi- 
bility of  moving  that  this  Bill  be  read  a  second 
time  this  day  six  months,  because  I  know  that 
the  Bill  has  to  go  before  the  Waste  Lands  Com- 
mittee, but  I  tell  the  honourable  gentleman 
that,  mtless  it  is  amended  very  materially, 
in  such  a  manner  that  he  would  hardly  know 
it  himself,  I  shall  consider  it  my  duty,  in  the 
interests  of  the  colony,  and  in  the  interests 
of  the  people  who  sent  me  here,  to  oppose 
it.  So  far  as  the  Land  Board  question  is 
concerned,  the  question  was  raised  during  my 
election.  My  opponent  distinctly  declared  that, 
if  elected,  he  would  support  the  abolition  of  the 
Waste  Lands  Boafds,  and  I  distinctly  stated 
that  I  shotild  do  nothing  of  the  sort,  and  gave 
my  reasons  for  it ;  and  I  was  the  chosen  of  the 
people,  so  that  I  can  speak  as  one  who  has 
been  tested  on  that  question.  If  this  Bill  be- 
come law  08  it  is  put  before  tts,  I  predict  for 
it  a  complete  failure  so  far  as  settlement  is 
concerned.  The  honourable  gentleman  will 
not  get  the  revenue  from  it  which  he  expects, 
unless  be  is  prepared,  as  I  said,  to  sacrifice 
the  Crown  lands  for  an  immediate  revenue ; 
and,  if  he  does  that,  I  think  he  will  be  acting 
a  wrong  part,  and  not  in  the  best  interests  of 
the  colony.  What  have  wc  heard  on  the  floor 
of  this  House  from  time  to  time  ?  We  have 
bad  it  said  that  it  did  not  matter  so  mach  to 
the  colony  how  much  revenue  we  got  out  of  the 
land,  if  we  only  got  settlement ;  and  I  say  this : 
that  the  Bill  will  not  provide  for  settlement, 
but  that  it  will  provide  for  the  creating  of  large 
estates  to  a  greater  extent  than  any  measure  I 
have  ever  known  introduced  into  this  House. 
The  honourable  member  shakes  his  head  ;  but 
I  say  Yes, — that  is  what  it  will  create ;  and  I 
predict  for  the  honourable  gentleman  that,  if 
he  passes  this  measure  into  Taw,  he  will  be  one 
of  the  most  unpopular  Ministers  of  Land  that 
have  ever  sat  in  this  House. 
Uz.  VALEKTIKE.— I  do  not  propose  to  keep 


the  House  long  with  my  remarks  on  this  Bill, 
because  I  am  so  satisfied  with  it  a  a  whole. 
I  think  that  the  measure  displays  as  great 
amount  of  intelligence  on  the  part  of  the 
honourable  gentleman  who  has  framed  it 
and  has  brought  it  down  to  this  House.  It 
has  been,  in  our  part  of  the  country,  a  cry- 
ing question  for  some  time  as  to  what  we 
are  to  do  to  promote  settlement,  and  there  is 
a  feeling  that,  unless  something  is  done  to 
discontinue  the  wild  freaks  that  were  being 
played  by  the  late  Government  in  the  matter 
of  land-settlement,  some  fearful  disaster  will 
befall  the  country.  And,  Sir,  I  might  say 
that  I  know  of  no  gentleman  better  qualified 
to  take  this  matter  in  hand  than  the  present 
Minister  of  Lands,  who  has  had  a  large 
experience  in  this  subject,  and  has  gained 
considerable  knowledge  by  travelling  through 
the  country  and  listening  to  the  wants  of  the 
settlers  in  the  various  parts  down  south,  at 
any  rate.  The  policy  adopted  by  the  late  Qo- 
vemment  for  the  settlement  of  the  land,  in- 
stead of  promoting  settlement,  has  driven  away 
those  who  had  the  intention  of  becoming  borUi 
fide  settlers  upon  the  soil,  and  I  have  not  the 
slightest  doubt  that  the  desire  of  the  present 
Oovenmient  is  to  provide  for  genuine  and  bond 
fide  settlement  upon  a  sound  basis.  I  believe 
that  the  Act  has  within  it  provisions  for  the 
genuine  settlement  of  the  land,  and  not  for 
settlement  based  upon  quack  nostrums  such  as 
were  placed  before  the  country  by  the  late 
Government.  The  Minister  of  Lands  stated 
that  there  were  fourteen  million  acres  of  open 
lands  and  six  millions  of  bush  lands  for  dis- 
posal ;  but  I  apprehend  we  have  more  land  than 
that  at  the  present  time  open  for  settlement, 
but  composed  mostly  of  hill-tops.  I  presume 
the  Minister  of  Lands  does  not  include  that 
in  the  twenty  millions  of  land  at  his  dis- 
posal. However,  if  he  can  get  anything  like 
£1  per  acre  for  rural  land  and  108.  an  abre 
for  second-rate  land,  I  should  think  he  had 
made  a  very  good  sale  indeed,  because  the  best 
lands  of  the  colony  have  been  already  disposed 
of.  Now,  with  regard  to  the  condition  of 
the  defen-ed-payment  settlers,  I,  at  one  time, 
thought  that  this  Bill  would  bring  down  mea- 
sures of  relief  for  them  and  also  for  the  lease- 
holders. But,  although  there  are  no  provisions 
in  this  Bill  for  the  relief  of  those  settlers,  the 
Minister  has  assured  me  that  it  is  his  intention 
to  bring  down  a  Bill  later  on  dealing  with  this 
matter.  For  that  reason  I  will  not  say  much 
upon  the  point  here,  because  I  am  satisfied 
that,  if  he  says  be  is  going  to  bring  down  a 
measure,  we  shall  get  it  very  soon;  and  I 
hope  it  will  be  in  such  a  state  that  wo  shall 
be  able  to  accept  it  without  demur.  With 
regard  to  the  Land  Boards,  I  dare  say  that  the 
abolition  of  the  Boards  will  be  to  some  extent 
unpopular ;  but  I  think  it  is  very  necessary.  I 
am  of  opinion,  from  the  little  knowledge  I  have 
of  these  Boards,  that,  instead  of  helping  the 
settlement  of  the  country,  they  have  been  the 
enemies  of  settlement,  and  have  put  such 
prices  on  the  land  as  have  prevented  people 
who  were  anxious  to  take  it  up  from  doing 
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so,  and  that  tbey  have  thus  been  the  means  of 
delaying  settlement,  at  any  rate,  if  of  nothing 
'worse.  Then,  as  to  the  School  Beserves  Com- 
missioners, my  only  regret  is  that  the  Minister 
did  not  with  the  same  stroke  of  the  pen  abolish 
^e  School  CommiBsioners. 

An  Eon.  Membgb. — They  will  go  next. 

Mr.  VALENTINE.  — I  hope  so,  because  if 
there  is  one  set  of  tenants  in  a  worse  condition 
than  another  I  believe  they  are  the  tenants 
on  the  education  reserves.  I  am  thoroughly 
convinced  that  they  are  now  in  a  worse  condi- 
tion than  the  deferred-payment  settlers.  I  am 
sorry  the  School  Beserve  Commissioners  have 
not  been  abolished,  and  I  hope  he  will  soon 
take  an  opportunity  of  disposing  of  them,  as 
he  has  now  done  with  the  Land  Boards.  Sir, 
the  Minister  of  Lands  said  that  the  only  proper 
way  of  settling  on  the  land  was  to  do  it  after 
having  served  an  apprenticeship  to  the  farming 
industry.  I  am  quite  at  one  with  him  in  this, 
and  I  regret  to  say  there  have  been  too  many 
instances  in  this  country  of  tradesmen — such 
OS  tailors,  shoemakers,  and  so  forth — having 
taken  up  land,  expecting  to  make  successful 
farmers,  without  having  served  any  apprentice- 
ship to  the  industry  m  question.  This,  no 
doubt,  has  to  do,  to  a  considerable  extent,  with 
the  failure,  in  many  instances,  of  the  farmers  of 
this  country.  Then,  we  come  to  the  question 
as  to  how  lands  are  to  be  disposed  of,  The 
Bill,  I  am  sorry  to  see,  contains,  in  clause  14, 
a  provision  to  continue  the  old  mode  of  dispos- 
ing of  land :  that  is  to  say,  it  is  to  be  put  up 
for  competition  when  it  is  applied  for  by  more 
than  one  person.  This  I  regret  very  much, 
and  I  gave  notice  this  afternoon  that  when  the 
Bill  gets  into  Committee  I  shall  move,  in  sub- 
stitution of  that  clause,  one  to  provide  for  the 
land  beiug  disposed  of  by  lot  or  ballot.  Whilst 
recently  going  round  during  the  election  cam- 
paign invariably  one  of  the  questions  asked  of 
me'was.  Are  you  in  favour  of  the  continuation 
of  the  present  system  of  disposing  of  the  land  ? 
My  invariable  answer  was  that  I  was  not ;  that 
I  believed  in  disposal  of  the  land  by  ballot.  I 
am  sure  that  any  one  who  had  been,  as  I  have 
been,  in  the  habit  of  going  round  the  country 
and  intermixing  with  these  farmers  and  la- 
bourers would  have  seen  the  misery  they  have 
been  brought  to  through  the  unhealthy  competi- 
tion they  indulged  in  at  the  time  these  farms 
or  sections  were  put  up  for  sale.  No  doubt  a 
reasonable  upset  price  was  put  upon  the^ond  ; 
but,  in  their  eagerness  to  become  the  possessors 
of  a  certain  farm,  they  would  run  it  up  from 
£1  to  £5  and  £6  an  acre  ;  and  perhaps  at  that 
time  they  thought  there  were  good  times  in 
store  for  them,  and  that  they  would  be  able  to 
make,  at  all  events,  a  moderate  living  out  of 
their  investment.  But  what  has  been  the  re- 
sult? From  the  time  that  they  purchased 
their  farms  to  the  present  time — I  am  speaking 
now  of  a  few  years  back — there  has  been  aoon- 
tinuous  decrease  in  the  value  of  produce.  In 
every  sense  of  the  word,  the  pressure  of  adverse 
circumstances  has  been  around  them  ever 
since.  These  settlers  have  fallen  into  arreor 
in  their  rents  and  payments.  The  Minister 
Mr.  Valentine 


of  Lands  informed  ns  the  other  day  that  they 
were  £40,000  in  orrear  at  the  end  of  Septem- 
ber lost.  They  ore  unable  to  recover  their  lost 
ground,  and  all  this  in  consequence  of  the  com- 
petition for  the  lands  which  were  put  up  by 
the  Qovemment.  And  I  say  that,  if  the  BiU 
passes  in  the  form  it  is  in  now,  the  Govern- 
ment will  not  have  mitigated  this  trouble  in 
the  slightest  degree.  The  present  settlers  vrill 
have  to  abandon  their  farms,  and  when  the 
lands  are  again  put  up  for  sole  the  same  un- 
healthy competition  taJces  place,  and  the  same 
disaster  will  follow  the  investment  which  the 
settlers  have  made.  Now,  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Waihemo  said  that  the  effect  of  this 
Act  would  be  that  there  would  be  no  leasehold ; 
that  the  whole  country  is  becoming  a  vast  free- 
hold, I  only  wish  that  were  realised,  because 
I  do  not  believe  that  this  leasehold  system  is 
likely  to  do  any  good  whatever  for  the  country. 
I  believe  that  it  is  impossible  to  get  a  man 
to  work  with  earnestness  and  expend  his  best 
energies  upon  the  soil  unless  he  feels  that  it  is 
his  own  property.  If  it  were  only  his  lease- 
hold the  chances  are  that  he  would  take  the 
substance  out  of  the  soil,  and  then  throw  it 
back  into  the  hands  of  the  Government ;  and 
that  is  what  has  been,  and  is  being,  done 
every  day,  as  I  dare  say  the  Minister  of  Lands 
will  admit.  Then  they  have  to  put  that  Ismd 
up  for  sale  again ;  and  do  you  suppose  that  any 
intelligent  farmer  is  going  to  pay  the  same 
price  as  that  at  which  the  original  occnpier 
took  it  up,  after  he  bos  exhausted  it?  Not 
likely  I  The  land  remains  in  this  miserable 
state  until  some  unfortunate  comes  and  takes 
it  up  without  the  knowledge  which  those 
in  the  vicinity  have  of  the  farm.  And 
then  his  time  for  failure  oomes  in  due  course. 
The  honourable  member  for  Waihemo  also 
said  that,  if  the  Minister  of  Lands  allowed 
this  Bill  to  pass,  he  would  be  one  of  the  most 
unpopular  Ministers  of  Lands  that  had  ever 
been  in  the  country,  and  that  the  measure 
would  be  a  complete  failure.  Sir,  I  predict 
the  very  opposite.  I  say  this,  Sir :  that  if  this 
measure  passes  the  present  Minister  of  Lands 
will  be  held  up  as  the  saviour  of  the  small 
farmers  of  this  country.  Honourable  members 
may  laugh  ;  but  I  have  not  the  slightest  doubt 
but  that  he  will,  and  that  this  is  a  sound, 
honest  measure  such  as  we  shall  very  seldom 
find  brought  down  in  conneotion  with  the 
land  affairs  of  this  oolony.  There  is  nothing 
hidden  under  it ;  it  is  a  strughtforward  state- 
ment: and,  Sir,  I  say  that  the  Minister  of 
Lands  is  to  be  complimented  on  the  manner 
in  which  he  has  brought  forward  this  mea- 
sure. And,  then,  the  honourable  member 
says  the  effect  of  this  will  be  the  creation  of 
large  estates.  Now,  how  con  that  be  ?  The 
Bill  provides  that  a  man  shall  only  take  640 
acres  of  one  class  of  land  and  2,000  acres  of 
another  class  in  any  one  land  district.  Allow- 
ing that  this  is  the  case,  I  say  2,000  acres  of 
one  class  of  land  and  640  acres  of  another  is  not 
a  large  estate  as  understood  in  these  colonies. 
If  a  man  has  two  thousand  acres  here  and  two 
thousand  a  hundred  or  fifty  miles  away,  yoa 
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oannot  call  that  the  accnmulation  of  a  large 
estate.  I  cannot  see  that  the  honourable  mem- 
ber was  at  all  justified  in  saying  that  onder 
the  pro'nsions  of  this  Bill  it  was  possible  to 
aocomnlate  a  large  estate.  Now,  I  would  jnst 
nay  this :  that,  if  this  measure  beoomes  law,  so 
far  at  least  as  the  settlers  in  the  South  are  oon- 
cemed,  they  will  be  satisfied  that  they  have  at 
last  obtained  measures  whereby  they  may  ac- 
quire land  on  reasonable  and  at  the  same  time 
equitable  terms  from  the  Crown.  And,  then 
with  regard  to  subsection  (5)  of  section  23 — 
"  The  renewal  of  education  reserves  leases  to 
be  submitted  to  the  approval  of  the  Minister :" 
now,  I  think  that  is  a  very  just  and  at  the 
same  time  a  very  judicious  stipnlation  to 
miake  on  the  part  of  the  Minister.  I  think 
that  when  these  renewals  come  to  be  con- 
sidered he  ought  to  have  a  voice  in  saying 
whether  they  shall  be  renewed  or  not,  or 
whether  he  requires  them  for  the  purpose  of 
the  settlement  of  the  country.  Altogether,  in 
this  measure  I  find  means  whereby,  as  I  said 
before,  bond  fide  settlement  may  be  brought 
about,  and  that  we  shall  not  have  to  go  back 
n^n  the  recent  legislation  which  took  place 
with  regard  to  the  land-settlement  of  this 
country.  When  I  look  back  to  the  time  when 
the  Government  wasted  the  money  of  the 
country  on  these  village-settlement  "fads." — 
(No.) — I  believe  it  is  perfectly  true.  My  im- 
pression is  that  these  were  nothing  but  "  fads," 
and  that  the  money  of  the  country  was  simply 
wasted  in  carrying  out  these  experiments.  And 
I  believe  that  you  will  find  this  to  be  more 
and  more  the  case,  and  proved  to  be  the  case, 
as  the  Minister  of  Lands  investigates  the  posi- 
tion of  affairs  with  regard  to  these  village-settle- 
ments. These  village-settlements  will  never  be 
a  success  so  long  as  they  are  situated  as  they 
are,  at  a  distance  from  commercial  centres.  If 
these  settlements  had  all  been  planted  in  close 
proximity  to  places  where  men  could  get  work 
outside  the  necessary  work  devolving  upon 
them  in  carrying  on  their  little  farming  opera- 
tions, then  they  might  be  a  success ;  but  as  they 
are  now  situated  I  believe  they  will  be  an  utter 
failure.  I  do  hope,  Sir,  the  House  will  pass 
this  Bill,  with  the  amendments  I  have  sug- 
gested with  regard  to  the  disposal  of  the  land 
by  ballot  instead  of  by  auction. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN. —  I  do  not  propose,  in 
making  a  few  remarks  on  this  measure,  to 
take  up  very  much  of  the  time  of  the  House ; 
bnt,  representing  a  country  district,  as  I  do, 
I  feel  that  I  should  not  be  doing  my  duty 
were  I  not  to  congratulate  the  Minister  of 
Lands  upon  the  measure  which  he  has  brought 
down.  I  cordially  agree  with  the  last  speaker 
that  this  is  a  measure  which  will  meet  with 
lai^e  acceptance  throughout  the  country. 
SpoEiking  for  the  district  I  represent,  I  can 
state  most  emphatically  that,  in  reference  to 
the  changes  in  the  land-laws  shadowed  forth 
in  this  Bill,  they  were  welcomed  at  every  one 
of  my  meetings  during  the  elections ;  and, 
if  there  is  any  other  proof  wanted  that  this 
measTue  will  find  acceptance  both  in  this 
HouM  and  throughout  the  country,  I  think 


the  failure  which  the  honourable  member  for 
Wajhemo  mside  in. the  attempt  to  pick  holes 
in  its  clauses  supplies  that  proof.  I  am  sure 
the  honourable  gentleman  did  his  best  to 
condemn  the  measure  ;  and  what  was  the  re- 
sult? The  burden  of  his  song,  as  far  as  I 
could  gather  it,  was  that  it  would  tend  towards 
the  creation  of  large  estates,  and  that  its  ten- 
dency throughout  was  to  reverse  the  policy 
which  had  been  pursued  by  this  House  under 
the  two  last  Ministers  of  Lands,  Mr.  Bolles- 
ton  and  Mr.  Ballance.  But  the  interjection 
of  some  honourable  member  drew  his  attention 
to  the  fact  that  under  this  Bill  the  would-be 
settler  had  the  option  of  choosing  the  tenure 
on  which  he  took  up  his  land;  that  there  is 
nothing  whatever  to  make  it  compulsory  upon 
the  settler  to  pay  cash ;  that  all  the  most 
liberal  provisions  of  the  present  Act  will  be 
just  as  available  to  him  under  this  Bill  as  they 
were  previously.  Now,  I  would  draw  the  atten- 
tion of  members  of  this  House  to  the  impor- 
tant difference  this  Bill  will  bring  about.  It 
will  make  it  impossible  for  the  future  Minister  of 
Lands  to  carry  out  his  own  particular  ideas 
in  the  matter  of  land-administration.  It  was 
well  remarked  by  the  Minister  of  Lands  that 
the  late  Minister,  the  honourable  member 
for  Wanganni,  bent  all  his  energies  upon  ad- 
ministering the  Land  Act  from  his  own  par- 
ticular point  of  view.  I  know  for  a  fact  that 
many  settlers  were  driven  from  the  country  be- 
cause they  could  get  no  land  for  settlement  ex- 
cept under  perpetual  lease  or  deferred  payment. 
I  could  multiply  cases  in  which  this  occurred, 
and  I  thoroughly  believe  and  indorse  the  state- 
ment made  by  the  Minister  of  Lands  when  he 
said  that  this  administration  of  the  Act  tended 
largely  towards  increasing  the  number  of  un- 
employed throughout  the  country.  It  must  be 
evident  that,  if  we  discourage  the  settlement  of 
men  amongst  us  who  have  money  with  which 
to  improve  the  land,  we  are  cutting  ofi  a  large 
source  of  work  to  the  unemployed ;  and  no 
one  can  question  for  a  moment  that  the  settle- 
ment of  the  people  upon  the  land  is  one  of  our 
most  important  industries,  and  that  we  should 
endeavour  to  encourage  it  in  every  way  possible. 
The  Minister  told  us  that  the  main  principle  of 
the  Bill  is  that  the  choice  of  tenure  rests  with 
the  intending  settler.  I  agree  thoroughly  with 
that  principle ;  and  I  hope  it  will  be  preserved 
by  the  House  in  passing  this  Bill.  I  also  highly 
approve  of  the  proposals  to  classify  the  land.  In 
this  District  of  Wellington,  since  the  passing  of 
the  present  Act  in  1885,  it  has  been  impossible 
to  purchase  land  under  20s.  an  acre,  with  the 
result  that  many  would-be  settlers  have  been 
prevented  from  taking  up  land.  Not  only  has 
this  been  the  case,  but  the  Qovemment  have 
been  put  to  large  expense  in  dealing  with  the 
rabbits  on  the  land,  and  have  succeeded  very 
imperfectly  in  doing  so,  I  regret  to  say.  This 
has  meant  that  the  Grown  lands,  instead  of 
adding  to  the  income  of  the  colony,  instead 
of  being  a  means  of  furnishing  rates  to  the 
local  bodies  to  enable  them  to  make  roads 
to  open  up  the  country,  have  really  been  a 
great  injury  to  the  localities  by  fumismng  fresh 
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supplies  of  labbits  from  time  to  time  to  infest 
the  laud  that  is  in  occupation. 

Ui.  DUNCAN.— But  the  local  boclies  have 
got  rates  on  the  Crown  lands. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN.— I  am  sorry  to  say  that 
in  my  district  the  total  of  rates  from  Crown 
le^ds  has  not  been  very  large;  and  now  the 
Crown  and  Native  Lands  Bating  Act  is  to  be 
repealed,  for  which  I  cannot  say  that  I  am  at 
all  sorry.  As  to  abolishing  the  Land  Boards, 
there  is  a  good  deal  to  be  said  on  both  sides. 
I  am  not  a  member  of  a  Land  Board,  but  I  can 
imagine  cases  in  which  country  settlers  who 
might  be  on  a  Board  would  be  of  very  great 
assistance  to  the  Crown  Lands  Commissioners. 
Some  of  the  Crown  Lands  Commissioners,  I 
know,  are  in  every  way  competent  to  do  all 
that  is  now  required  to  be  done  by  the  Boards. 
But  I  fear  that  is  not  the  case  in  all  instances. 
I  have  not  yet  quite  made  up  my  mind  as  to 
whether  the  proposal  to  abolish  the  Boards  is 
one  that  I  can  support  or  not,  and  I  shall  be 
glad  to  hear  the  arguments  on  both  sides  of  the 
question,  because  we  must  all  admit  that  there 
is  a  great  deal  to  be  said  on  both  sides.  There 
is  one  objection  mode  by  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Waihemo, — that  this  Bill  would  enor- 
mously increase  the  power  of  the  Minister  of 
Lands,^to  which  I  must  refer.  I  think  he 
must  admit  that  the  Land  Boards  now  have 
very  little  power. 

Mr.  KERR.— They  have  all  the  power. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN.— The  honourable  gentle- 
man will  presently  have  the  opportunity  of  show- 
ing us  whore  the  power  comes  in.  I  would  ask 
him  to  realise  the  fact  that  the  late  Minister  of 
Lands,  in  administering  the  Land  Act,  only 
very  partially  gave  eflect  to  the  wishes  of  this 
House ;  and  I  think  his  administration  well 
showed  how  little  power  the  Land  Boards  really 
have.  I  certainly  cannot  see  that  if  the  Bill 
is  passed  as  it  is  it  will  add  at  all  materially  to 
the  power  now  possessed  by  the  Minister :  so 
that  objection,  at  all  events,  falls  to  the  ground. 
I  very  much  approve  of  the  provision  giving 
power  to  take  unsurveyed  lands.  The  honour- 
able member  for  Waitaki  shakes  his  head.  I 
have  always  respected  the  honourable  gentle- 
man's well-known  sound  judgment  as  to  settle- 
ment of  the  land.  He  has  bod  large  experience 
in  that  direction,  and  I  am  sure  we  should  pay 
attention  to  any  arguments  he  might  use.  But 
I  ask  him  to  remember  this:  Aat  the  land 
throughout  the  colony  is  not  all  the  same 
in  character  as  that  of  the  district  with 
which  he  is  best  acquainted.  We  have  great 
difficulties  in  the  bush- country  as  to  the 
roading  of  the  land,  and  under  the  present 
system  of  survey  an  enormous  expenditure 
is  oast  upon  the  Boad  Boards  and  County 
Councils,  because  many  of  the  surveyors  have 
had  very  little  knowledge  of  road  -  surveying 
and  engineering.  As  I  understand  the  Minis- 
ter's proposals,  the  first  man  to  go  on  a  block 
to  open  it  is  to  be  the  road-engineer,  to  lay  ofi 
the  main  lines  of  road  first ;  and  then  the  ordi- 
nskiy  survey  follows.  Such  a  plan  commends 
itself  to  my  mind,  because,  from  my  experience 
as  a  member  of  County  Councps  and  Boad 
Mr.  Buchanan 


Boards,  I  know  that  the  imperfect  road-soxreys 
of  the  Government  surveyors  have  cast  a  very 
large  amount  of  unnecessary  expenditure  on 
the  local  bodies.  As  to  the  limitation  of  the 
right  to  purchase  freehold  of  not  more  thaa 
GiO  acres  of  first-class  land  or  2,000  acres  of 
second-class  land,  I  would  remark  that  some 
honourable  gentlemen  seem  to  have  a  perfect 
horror  of  anything  like  an  area  of  an^  size 
falling  into  the  hands  of  any  one  individoal. 
I  am  sure  no  one  in  this  House  can  point  to  on 
argument  ever  used  by  me  or  any  action  of 
mine  in  favour  of  large  holdings,  or  tending  to 
prevent  the  utmost  facilities  from  being  given 
to  all  classes  of  settlers.  I  have  always,  in  my 
place  in  this  House,  done  all  I  possibly  could 
to  open  up  the  land  to  every  man  who  wished 
to  settle  on  it.  However,  I  would  point  out 
this :  that  the  New  Zealand  settler,  in  selling 
his  produce,  has  to  meet  the  competition  of 
the  world,  and  unless  he  can  produce  undat 
favourable  conditions  he  must  fail  in  his  busi- 
ness. I  therefore  ask  honourable  gentlemen, 
looking  at  the  conditions  under  which  farming 
is  carried  on  in  other  parts  of  the  world,  espe- 
cially in  India  and  America,  which  are  the 
principal  countries  we  have  to  compete  with, 
can  this  House  afiord  to  lay  down  arbitrary 
rules  as  to  whether  a  man  should  occupy  fifty 
or  .a  hundred  acres,  more  or  less,  or  whether 
the  farmer  should  be  restricted  to  the  smaller 
limits  in  this  Bill?  It  seems  to  me  that,  if 
the  farmer  is  to  succeed  in  his  business,  he 
must  have  an  area  having  some  relation  to  the 
nature  of  his  land  and  the  nature  of  the  produce 
he  can  grow  upon  it.  I  would  be  the  last  to 
advocate  any  policy  which  would  tend  to  throw 
large  areas  of  lajid  into  the  hands  of  a  few  per- 
sons, and  I  hope  that  members  of  this  House 
who  have  such  a  horror  of  anything  but  the 
smallest  class  of  holdings  will  give  the  same 
attention  to  the  arguments  I  have  just  used  as 
I  shall  be  glad  to  give  to  theirs.  I  ask  them  to 
regard  the  conditions  imder  which  the  farmer 
has  to  work  if  he  is  to  make  his  business  a 
success,  and  then,  I  think,  they  will  recognise 
that  this  House  will  be  making  a  very  great 
mistake  if  it  fixes  too  small  an  area.  The 
honourable  member  for  Waihemo  said  this  Bill 
proposes  an  exact  reversal  of  the  land  policy 
pursued  by  this  House  for  the  last  two  or  three 
sessions:  but  I  certainly  cannot  agree  with 
him.  If  this  Bill  is  passed  the  settler  will  not 
be  debarred  from  taking  up  land  under  any 
system  in  force  under  the  present  Land  Act-- 
tlie  settler  will  have  a  free  choice  of  tenure ;  and 
therefore  the  deferred -paj'ment  system,  the 
perpetual-lease  system,  and  the  sale-for-cash 
system  will  all  have  'as  free  play  if  this  Bill  is 
passed  as  they  have  now.  Another  remark  by 
the  honourable  member  to  which  I  must  take 
objection  is  this :  He  said  that  the  price  of 
produce  was  now  at  a  low  ebb,  and  therefore 
there  is  no  great  demand  for  land  in  the  colony. 
In  reply  to  that,  I  would  point  to  the  result  of 
the  last  two  or  three  sales  of  land  by  the 
Manawatu  Railway  Company.  Honourable 
gentlemen  belonging  to  this  part  of  the  colony 
will  bear  me  out  in  saying  tnat  no  land-sales 
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could  possibly  hava  gone  ofl  with  greater  snc- 
oess,  some  of  the  sections  realising  as  mdch 
M  £4  per  acre.  That  is  so  strong  a  fact  that 
I  am  snre  I  need  not  dwell  on  it  to  effeota- 
ally  meet  the  statement  of  the  honourable 
gentleman.  I  am  sure  that  if  this  Bill  passes 
we  shall  manage  to  attract  and  secaro  a  large 
amount  of  capital  from  the  other  colonies, 
whioh  will  come  and  be  invested  amongst  us ; 
and  I  am  also  sure  it  will  prevent  the  leakage 
of  a  great  deal  of  money  made  in  the  colony 
itself.  Sir,  I  have  no  further  remarks  to  make 
on  the  Sill.  I  had  made  a  few  further  notes 
to  reply  to  the  honourable  member  for  Wai- 
hemo;  but,  on  consideration,  I  do  not  think 
his  objections  generally  need  answering,  or,  if 
they  do,  they  will  probably  be  answered  by 
others  who  may  take  part  in  this  debate.  I 
■will  simply  conclude  by  congratulating  the 
Minister  of  Lands  on  the  measure  he  has 
btonght  before  the  House,  and  express  my 
hope  that  it  will  be  passed  with  very  lew 
amendments  indeed. 

Mr.  DUNCAN.  —  I  have  only  a  very  few 
remarks  to  make.  I,  too,  must  congratulate 
the  Minister  on  this  attempt  to  remedy  some 
of  the  evils  of  the  Land  Act ;  hut  I  hope  that 
when  he  settles  down  and  we  have  passed  this 
Bill,  if  it  is  to  be  passed,  he  will  not  go 
to  the  other  extreme  in  a  direction  opposite 
to  what  the  last  Minister  of  Lands  went.  If 
he  goes  to  the  extreme  in  the  other  direction 
for  the  purpose  of  selling  the  land  as  fast  as  he 
can  for  cash,  he  will  find  that  the  remedy  is 
worse  than  the  disease,  as  at  this  depressed 
time  it  would  be  very  wrong  to  offer  our  best 
land  for  cash,  lor  it  would  sell  at  a  very  low 
price  indeed.  And  there  are  some  alterations  in 
this  Bill  which,  I  think,  if  they  are  not  amended 
in  CSommittee  or  by  the  Waste  Lands  Com- 
mittee, will  not  work  very  well.  But,  before 
I  refer  to  them,  I  should  like  to  say  a  few  words 
on  what  has  fallen  from  several  of  the  spesJcers 
who  have  preceded  me.  I  do  not  agree  with 
what  the  honourable  member  fortheWairarapa 
-said  about  the  Minister  having  an  easier  posi- 
tion if  this  Bill  is  passed  and  the  Land  Boards 
are  done  away  with.  I  think  the  Minister  will 
find  that  his  position  will  not  be  much  easier  if 
this  Bill  is  passed  in  this  direction.  It  is  well 
known  that  at  the  present  time  there  is  a  great 
deal  of  friction  between  people  who  occupy 
land,  or  want  to  occupy  land,  and  the  Govern- 
ment, notwithstanding  that  there  are  Land 
Boards  which  are  composed  of  gentleman  who 
are  generally  very  well  acquainted  with  the  land 
in  their  particular  districts,  and  who  have,  on 
the  whole,  adn^inistered  the  law  very  well.  No 
doubt  a  change  is  necessary  to  improve  the  ma- 
chinery connected  with  the  administration  of 
the  land.  We  know  that  there  is  now  a  great 
deal  of  difficulty  in  getting  land  for  settlement 
parposes  on  almost  any  terms.  I  know,  speak- 
ing from  my  experience,  that  I  have  applied 
alternately  to  the  Board,  to  the  Commissioner 
of  Crown  Lands,  and  to  the  Minister  to  get  land 
opened  for  settlement,  and  that  my  efforts  have 
been  nnsnccessful.  There  has  been  a  petition 
«ent  up  from  my  district  to  have  land  opened. 


It  was  agreed  by  the  late  Minister  of  Lands,  at 
a  previous  session,  that  land  should  he  opened 
up  in  the  district,  and  yet  we  now  have  an  an- 
swer from  the  present  Minister  of  Lands  that 
it  cannot  be  done  as  required.  I  do  not  think 
that  that  is  a  state  of  things  that  should  exist. 
Then,  the  honourable  member  for  the  VYaira- 
rapa  said  that  the  Land  Boards  have  no  power. 
I  think,  on  the  contrary,  that  they  have  great 
power.  They  have  the  classification  of  the 
lands,  and  the  recommendation  to  the  Minister 
of  what  the  land  should  be  valued  at.  They 
have  the  power  of  recommending  where  blocks 
should  be  opened,  and  for  what  purposes  they 
should  be  opened  ;  they  have  the  fixmg  of  the 
upset  price,  and  of  the  size  of  the  sections.  I 
think  that  that  is  a  great  power.  And  what  I 
want  to  know  is  this :  Who  is  to  do  this  work 
in  the  future  ?  Is  the  Minister  to  be  expected 
to  know  the  value  of  the  whole  of  the  land  in 
the  colony,  what  the  various  blocks  would  be 
best  fitted  for,  and  the  price  that  should  be  put 
upon  them,  or  are  the  Commissioners  to  settle 
this? 

An  Hon.  Membeb. — It  is  done  by  the  Com- 
missioners now. 

Mr.  DUNCAN.— I  think  not.  There  must 
be  a  very  bad  Land  Board  in  the  district  from 
which  the  honourable  gentleman  comes.  Mem- 
bers of  the  Land  Board  in  our  part  of  the 
country  travel  for  days  and  weeks  over  the  land, 
and  then  bring  their  local  knowledge  to  bear 
at  the  Land  Board.  I  think  there  should  be 
some  provision  in  this  Bill  to  secure  local 
knowledge  ;  and  the  Minister  might  very  well 
have  given  the  County  Councils  power  to 
classify  the  land,  to  fix  a  price  as  upset,  and  to 
state  what  the  land  is  suitable  for,  and  to  hear 
applications  and  objections,  and  aflord  the 
Minister  guidance.  I  think  that  something  of 
that  sort  should  be  done,  and  I  will  help  the 
Minister  or  any  honourable  member  who  will 
bring  up  a  proposal  of  that  kind,  as  that  would 
secure  local  knowledge,  because  the  more  local 
knowledge  is  made  use  of  the  more  satisfactory 
will  the  administration  be.  I  am  in  favour  of 
doing  away  with  Land  Boards,  but  I  should  like 
to  see  something  take  their  place  which  would 
be  bettor  than  they  are.  I  am  quite  sure  that, 
unless  something  is  done  to  insure  the  advan- 
tage of  local  knowledge,  this  change  will  be 
a  failure  if  carried  out  as  now  proposed.  As  to 
the  honourable  member  for  the  Wairorapa,  I 
know  he  is  one  of  those  gentlemen  who  have 
acquired  a  vory  large  quantity  of  land,  and  I 
believe  that  he  has  done  very  well  with  it.  I 
only  hope  that  every  one  else  who  has  as  much 
land  as  ne  has  has  done  as  well.  At  the  same 
time,  I  say  that,  if  he  thinks  that  it  is  a 
beneficial  way  to  occupy  land  in  very  large 
holdings,  I  think  the  very  opposite ;  and  if  he 
were  to  go  to  the  district  from  whibh  I  come 
he  would  see  the  evils  that  result  from  large 
property-owners,  because  in  that  district  there 
are  eight  gentlemen  who  hold  three-fifths  of 
the  whole  county.  And  it  is  not  second-class 
land  that  they  hold,  not  third-class  land,  but 
the  very  best.  And  what  are  they  doing  with 
it?     They  are  only  running  sheep  upon  it. 
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Sometimes  some  of  it  is  broken  up  by  some  out- 
sider to  take  a  crop  Eind  run  all  the  risk  of  bad 
harvest  and  poor  crop  through  the  bad  weather, 
and  many  other  causes.  The  owners  nin  no 
risk  themselves  of  cropping,  but  only  have  it 
put  down  in  grass  again ;  and  that  is  the  way 
the  land  is  farmed.  Instead  of  employing  a 
number  of  people,  it  only  employs  a  lew  shep- 
herds. I  think  it  is  quite  necessary  that  there 
should  be  some  rule  laid  down  with  regard  to 
the  area  to  be  held,  and  in  that  respect  I  do 
not  find  fault  with  this  Bill,  for  I  do  not  think 
that  the  area  laid  down  hero  is  too  large,  pro- 
vided the  provision  be  worked  as  stated  here  in 
a  hon&fide  manner.  But  there  are  some  things 
that  require  to  be  made  a  little  more  clear  in 
connection  with  this  clause.  It  is  simply  laid 
down  that  a  man  may  take  up  two  thousand 
acres  before  survey,  but  there  is  nothing  laid 
down  as  to  how  this  land  is  to  be  taken  up. 
I  think  it  would  not  require  a  very  great 
stretch  of  imagination  to  suppose  that  cunning 
men  may  take  advantage  of  this  clause — there 
have  been  such  men  before — and  may  select 
their  two  thousand  acres  in  such  a  manner  as 
to  make  all  the  country  lying  behind  that  two 
thousand  acres  useless.  A  man  could  select 
two  thousand  acres  in  such  a  way  as  to  take 
ofE  all  water-frontage,  and  make  it  useless  for 
any  one  to  go  behind  him,  so  that  he  would 
get  control  of,  perhaps,  four  or  five  thousand 
acres.  That  is  a  matter  which  requires  con- 
sideration. The  honourable  member  for  Wa- 
kaia  thinks  the  Bill  good  throughout,  and  tells 
us  that  people  have  been  driven  from  the 
colony  because  they  could  not  get  land  for 
settlement.  Now,  I  am  one  of  those  who  have 
been  a  good  deal  about  the  country,  and  I  have 
never  found  that  people  who  wanted  land  very 
badly  could  not  get  it.  I  should  like  to  see  the 
Minister  of  Lands  produce  some  of  those  appli- 
cations from  persons  who  could  not  get  land. 
There  must  be  plenty  in  the  offices,  if  such 
applications  have  been  made.  I  have  myself 
seen  people  who  have  said  that  they  had 
plenty  of  money  and  wanted  land ;  but  I  think 
that  the  fact  was  that  there  was  something  else 
that  they  were  looking  for,  and  not  land — some 
of  them  at  any  rate.  But  I  am  very  glad  to  see 
the  proposal  in  the  Bill  that  people  should 
just  choose  where  they  wish  to  take  np  land 
tmder  reasonable  restrictions,  and  under  what 
conditions  they  like ;  because  I  am  of  opinion, 
with  the  honourable  member  for  Wakaia,  that 
freehold  is  the  best  tenure  for  land.  But  the 
people  are  not  in  a  position  to  pay  down 
cash  in  order  to  secure  these  freeholds,  but 
want  to  get  the  land  in  a  suitable  way  at 
first ;  the  ultimate  object  with  them  being 
that  they  should  secure  the  freehold.  But  it 
should  not  be  given  on  the  very  easy  terms 
which  this  Bill  proposes,  for  fear  of  the  land 
being  taken  up  in  too  large  quantities.  I  should 
like  to  see  the  land  occupied  at  once.  I  know 
that  there  is  a  land-himger  among  the  people  in 
every  part  of  the  colony,  and  that  the  land  is 
taken  up  as  soon  as  it  can  be  got.  I  know  of  a 
gentleman  in  the  district  from  which  I  come 
who  had  14,000  acres  in  one  block,  and  yet 
Mr.  Duncan 


he  went  to  the  Land  Board  of  Dunedin  and^ 
them  to  cut  up  a  small  five-acre  patch,  whioh 
had  two  emigrants'  cottages  on  it.  The  Land 
Board  foolishly  enough  acceded  to  his  request, 
and  put  the  land  up  in  Dunedin  without  any- 
body in  the  district  knowing  anything  about  it, 
and  this  gentleman  got  the  land  and  the  two 
cottages  on  it,  which  cost  about  £50  apiece,  for 
£25.  There  were  two  families  occupying  the 
cottages  at  the  time,  and  the  result  was  that 
he  took  the  cottage  of  one  of  them  and  moved  it 
away  close  to  his  woolshed.  The  other  cottage 
was  partly  on  his  land  and  partly  on  Government 
land.  There  are  many  men  of  that  class  in  tbe 
colony  who  are  as  anxious  to  accumulate  large 
estates  now  as  they  were  in  the  past.  I  think 
therefore  that  some  time  should  intervene  be- 
fore this  freehold  is  acquired,  if  it  were  for  no 
other  purpose  than  to  keep  this  monopoly  down. 
Now,  we  have  heard  a  great  deal  of  talk  of  there 
having  been  no  settlement  under  the  previous 
Crovernment ;  but  honourable  gentlemen  who 
say  that  certainly  do  not  know  much  of  what 
has  been  done  in  the  past,  because  during 
the  twelvemonths  which  preceded  the  last 
session  there  was  more  settlement  success- 
fully carried  out  than  there  had  been  daring 
any  two  yeajs  of  the  previous  five.  I  did 
not  agree  then  with  all  the  settlement  going 
in  one  direction,  and  I  hope  it  will  not  all 
go  in  the  other  direction  now.  I  know  the 
honourable  member  for  Wakaia  is  a  gentle- 
man connected  with  a  large  estate,  having  the 
management  of  one,  and,  as  such,  the  area 
provided  here  looks  very  small  to  him ;  but  I 
would  just  tell  him  that  the  good  land  in  this 
colony  is  very  limited  at  the  present  time — 
that  IS,  the  unsold  land — and  it  is  quite  time 
that  some  limit  was  put  to  the  purchase  of 
such  land.  As  this  Bill  now  stands  I  do  not 
think  that  such  a  limit  as  is  required  can  be  put 
on  the  purchase.  Supposing  two  blocks  ad- 
joined each  other,  one  being  in  one  survey  dis- 
trict and  the  other  in  the  adjoining  one,  there 
would  be  no  difficulty  in  a  person  purchasing 
four  thousand  acres  instead  of  only  two  thou- 
sand. That  is  not  what  is  supposed  to  be  done 
by  the  Bill ;  but  that  is  what  would  be  tbe 
eSect.  However,  that  is  only  a  Committee 
objection,  and  can  be  remedied  when  we  get 
to  that  stage  of  the  Bill.  It  has  been  said 
that  it  is  useless  to  put  men  without  money 
on  the  land.  I  agree  with  that;  but  I  have 
seen  many  men  go  on  the  land  with  very  little 
money,  who  have  succeeded ;  and  I  have  seen, 
men  go  on  the  land  with  a  great  deal  of  money, 
and  they  have  failed :  so  that  the  fact  is  that 
it  is  the  man  who  knows  what  he  is  about, 
and  who  is  accustomed  to  working  the  laaid, 
who  succeeds ;  and  it  is  not  necessary  that  he 
should  have  much  money  if  he  gets  land  on 
reasonable  terms.  A  great  deal  has  been  said 
about  these  special  settlements,  and  they  have 
been  condemned  by  many  who  say  that  there 
has  been  a  great  waste  of  money  in  connection 
with  them.  I  should  like  to  ask  the  honourable 
member  for  the  Bay  of  Islands,  if  the  action 
which  was  taken  to  put  five  hundred  people 
on  the  land  up  there  in  his  district  had  not 
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been  taken,  what  state  wonld  Auckland  be 
in  now  with  regard  to  the  unemployed  in 
the  town  7  Supposing  those  settlements  had 
not  been  formed  in  that  way,  Auckland  would 
have  been  in  such  a  state  that  it  would 
have  cost  it  nearly  half  this  money  for  "  un- 
employed "  labour,  and  the  work  would  have 
been  useless,  and  the  men  would  have  been 
worse  off  after  the  work  was  finished  than  they 
were  before,  because  the  money  they  would 
have  received  would  have  been  barely  sufficient 
to  keep  them  while  the  work  was  going  on.  I 
hope  this  village-settlement  scheme  is  not  going 
to  drop.  Although  nothing  has  been  sud  about 
it,  I  hope  the  Minister  of  Lands  will  see  that 
this  class  of  settlement  is  carried  on :  not  as 
before,  for  that  I  did  not  approve  of ;  but 
there  is  land  in  the  South — ^I  refer  specially 
to  education  reserves,  both  high -school  and 
secondary — ^which  is  very  suitable  for  this  class 
of  settlement,  for  it  is  in  districts  which  are 
already  settled  by  people,  some  of  them  with 
large  estates,  who  will  give  employment  occa- 
sionally; and  if  these  reserves  are  taken  in 
hand  and  settled  in  this  way  there  will  be 
a  very  good  class  of  settlement  there,  while 
the  land  will  be  as  inalienable  as  it  is  under 
other  classes  of  settlement.  I  hope  the  Minis- 
ter of  Lands  will  see  to  this.  I  shall  give 
the  honourable  gentleman  every  assistuico 
to  pass  this  Bill  with  certain  amendments. 
There  are  many  of  the  clauses  which  require 
amendment,  but  still  I  give  the  honourable 
gentleman  every  credit  for  the  attempt  he  has 
made  to  improve  the  land-legislation,  and  will 
assist  him  as  I  have  done  to  previous  Minis- 
ters who  have  brought  in  measures  on  this  sub- 
J'ect.  I  helped  the  Hon.  Mr.  Bolleston  when 
le  brought  in  his  Bill  in  1883,  and  if  it  had  not 
been  for  some  of  us  on  this  side  of  the  House  he 
would  not  have  carried  his  Bill.  There  were 
four  gentlemen — the  honourable  member  for 
Waihemo,  myself,  and  two  others — who,  at  the 
last  moment,  helped  him  to  carry  his  Land  Bill 
or  he  would  have  lost  it;  and  we  did  that 
although  we  were  on  this  side  of  the  House. 
The  side  of  the  House  on  which  I  may  be  never 
sways  me  when  a  Bill  of  this  kind  is  brought 
in.  I  am  sorry  to  say  that  there  is  no  pro- 
vision here  for  giving  relief  to  the  deferred-pay- 
ment settlers.  I  have  had  great  complaints 
to  make  in  this  direction,  because  in  the  dis- 
trict from  which  I  come  there  are  a  number 
of  settlers  who  were  induced  to  purchase 
land  on  deferred  payment  through  an  adver- 
tisement having  been  put  in  the  newspapers 
stating  that  there  was  to  be  a  railway  running 
throng  the  district,  without  anytiung  being 
said  as  to  its  being  a  district  railway.  Through 
that  they  were  induced  to  buy  land  at  auction, 
at  some  £8  or  £10  an  acre,  about  twenty- 
seven  miles  from  Oamaru;  and  that  was  far 
more  than  the  land  was  worth.  I  am  glad  the 
honourable  gentleman  is  going  to  substitute  bal- 
lot for  this  abominable  auction  and  tender  sys- 
tem. There  are  a  number  of  those  settlers  who 
have  had  to  struggle  on  under  that  ever  since ; 
and  not  only  that,  but  they  grumble  at  having 
to  pay  a  tax  to  make  ap  tiie  deficiency  in  the 


railway.  If  they  are  ever  compelled  to  do  that 
— I  hope  they  will  not  be,  and  certainly  I  shall 
not  assist  in  bringing  it  about — but,  if  they  are, 
then  I  say  a  Bill  ought  to,  and  must,  be  brought 
in  to  indemnify  these  people,  for  they  can  make 
out  a  clear  case  that  the  money  was  obtained 
from  them  under  false  pretences  at  the  time 
they  bought  the  land.  Then,  with  regard  to 
the  deferred-payment  settlers  generally,  I  think 
the  Fair  Bent  Bill  of  the  honourable  member 
for  Aucklakud  Central  ought  to  be  passed,  so 
that  the  tenants  of  the  Crown,  and,  indeed,  I 
would  say,  all  tenants  in  the  colony,  should 
have  a  tribunal  to  go  before,  and  see  whether 
the  rent  they  are  paying  is  too  high  or  too  low. 
That  would  stop  a  great  deal  of  hardship,  and 
would  prevent  many  people  losing  all  they  have 
got.  It  is  not  good  for  the  landlord,  whether 
he  be  the  Oovemment  or  any  other,  that  the 
tenant  should  pay  too  high  a  rent.  It  injures 
every  one  concerned.  The  tenant  loses  his 
money,  and  allows  the  land  to  go  to  ruin,  and 
he  leaves  it  in  a  far  worse  state  than  he  would 
if  he  had  only  a  fair  rent  to  pay.  I  therefore 
think  that  Bill  should  pass,  and  should  include 
every  tenant  in  the  colony.  I  have  nothing 
more  to  say  except  that  there  are  some  things 
in  the  Bill  of  which  I  approve,  and  there  are 
others  which  we  can  amend;  and  I  hope  we 
shall  pass  it  this  session.  I  will  support  the 
second  reading. 

Mr.  COWAN.— No  doubt  this  Bill  deals  with 
one  of  the  most  important  subjects  that  this  Par- 
liament can  deal  with — namely,  the  manage- 
ment of  the  waste  lands  of  the  Crown.  There  is 
this  peculiarity  in  it :  that  the  policy  set  forth 
in  it  is  somewhat  a  reversal  of  the  policy  with 
regard  to  the  settlement  of  land  which  has  been 
in  force  in  the  colony  for  some  time  past.  Two 
previous  Ministers  of  Lands  held  very  similar 
views  with  regard  to  the  question.  Though  we 
have  been  in  possession  of  a  land-law  of  a  most 
Uberal  character — ^in  fact,  I  think  we  may  say 
that  it  is  the  most  liberal  land-law  that  could 
possibly  be  in  existence  —  still  it  has  not  had 
that  amount  of  success  attached  to  it  which  its 
merits  deserve ;  and  I  attribute  that  to  this 
reason :  that  it  has  been  badly  administered — 
badly  administered,  I  mean,  in  so  far  as  it  has 
been  administered  in  one  direction — namely, 
in  that  of  the  particular  idiosyncracies  of  the 
the  last  two  Ministers  of  Lands.  The  grand 
principle  of  this  Bill  is  that  the  option  of  the 
selection  of  the  tenure  under  which  the  settler 
shall  hold  his  land  rests  with  himself  instead  of 
being  left  with  the  Minister  of  the  day.  That 
is  a  proper  policy,  and  in  that  respect  I  ap- 
prove of  the  provisions  of  the  measure.  The 
honourable  member  for  Waihemo  has  given 
the  Bill  a  trenchant  criticism;  but  a  great  deal 
of  that  criticism  I  will  leave  to  the  Minister  to 
answer.  A  large  part  of  his  speech  I  may  say 
consisted  principally  of  Committee  objections. 
With  regard  to  the  honourable  gentleman's 
idea  that  the  Bill  has  for  its  principal  object 
the  throwing-away  of  our  estate,  I  must  say 
I  cannot  agree  ■wiib.  him  at  all  in  that  respect,' 
because,  although  this  Bill  certainly  offers  in- 
ducements fox  the  taking-up  and  occupation 
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of  land,  yet  it  is  competent  for  this  House, 
when  the  Bill  is  in  Committee,  to  hedge  round 
any  of  its  provisions  with  such  safeguards  as 
honourable  members  may  think  desirable  in 
the  interests  of  settlement.  The  Minister 
has  provided  a  certain  safeguard  as  to  the 
selection  of  land  to  be  bought  for  cash,  in  so 
tar  as  not  more  than  640  acres  of  first-class 
land,  or  2,000  acres  of  second-class  land,  can 
ho  selected  by  one  individual  in  any  one 
survey  district.  I  understand  that  "  survey 
district "  and  "  land  district "  are  not  synony- 
mous terms.  I  was  under  that  impression  until 
I  was  informed  differently  b)'  the  Minister  of 
Lands.  A  survey  district  represents  an  area 
of  ten  miles  square,  and  therefore  the  safe- 
guard provided  in  this  Bill  is  the  limiting  of 
the  right  of  selection  within  that  area.  As  to 
throwing  away  the  public  estate,  my  opinion, 
alter  many  years'  experience — I  may  say  after 
thirty  years'  experience  in  dealing  with  land  in 
this  country — is,  the  sooner  the  Crown  parts 
with  its  estate  in  the  way  of  obtaining  settlers 
on  the  land,  with  certain  safeguards  for  its 
occupation,  the  better  it  will  he  for  the  coun- 
try. Therefore  it  will  be  our  duty,  when  this 
Bill  reaches  Committee,  to  see  that  sufficient 
safeguards  are  contuned  in  the  Bill  against  the 
acquiring  of  large  estates.  I  have  been  rather 
amused  at  the  arguments  of  the  honourable 
member  for  Waitaki  and  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Wakaia  as  to  Land  Boards.  Both 
those  honourable  gentlemen  seem  to  be  of 
opinion  that  those  Boards  are  in  possession  of 
large  powers  and  should  be  abolished.  After 
experience  for  some  years  on  one  of  these 
Boards,  I  may  say  that  the  Boards  have 
really  very  little  power.  Those  honourable 
members  say  that  Land  Boards  are  of  no  use, 
because  they  set  too  high  an  upset  price  on  the 
land.  In  reality  it  is  quite  the  reverse,  because 
the  Boards  have  no  power  to  fix  the  value  of 
land.  The  only  duty  the  Boards  have  in  that 
respect  is  to  recommend  certain  prices  to  the 
Minister,  and  the  Minister  acts  either  on  their 
recommendation  or  on  his  own  opinion,  as  the 
case  may  be ;  and,  from  my  experience,  Minis- 
ters exercise  their  independent  opinion  with 
regard  to  the  value  of  land.  Now,  speaking  on 
the  provisions  of  the  Bill  generally,  I  will  try 
and  make  my  remarks  as  concise  as  possible. 
I  was  pleased  to  hear  the  statement  by  the 
Minister  that,  outside  the  land  required  for 
the  Midland  Bailway  Company  and  Native 
lands,  wo  have  twenty  million  acres  available 
for  settlement — fourteen  million  acres  of  open 
country  and  six  million  acres  of  bush.  We 
ought  to  be  satisfied  that  this  estimate  is 
correct,  seeing  that  it  comes  from  such  an 
authority  as  uie  Minister  of  Lands.  I  agree 
with  him  in  the  conclusion  to  which  he  has 
come  —  namely,  that  the  lands  should  be 
offered  to  those  who  desire  to  occupy  them 
on  whatever  terms  may  suit  the  means  of 
the  individuals.  It  is  an  opinion  I  have  come 
to  after  long  experience  that  unless  a  man 
has  means  it  is  really  of  no  use  his  attempting 
to  occupy  land.  While  I  agree  thoroughly 
with  the  statement  made  by  the  honourable 
Ur.  Cowan 


member  for  Waitaki  that  men  have  gone  an. 
the  land  without  means  and  have  succeedad, 
yet  those  are  exceptions  to  the  rule.  It  is 
equally  certain  that  men  have  gone  on  the 
land  with  large  means  and  have  lost  their  all. 
The  principle  that  Hie  Government  should  have 
little  consideration  to  the  first  price  received 
for  the  land  is  one  that  cannot  be  gainsaid. 
The  desire  of  the  Government,  if  they  are  con- 
sidering the  best  interests  of  the  country, 
should  be  to  get  people  on  the  land.  If  yon 
cannot  got  people  on  the  land  at  the  price  which 
Parliament  and  the  Minister  have  fixed,  then 
give  the  land  for  nothing ;  but  do  not  on  any 
account  ask  the  utmost  price  for  the  land.  With 
the  general  provisions  of  this  Bill  I  may  say  I 
am  pretty  well  in  accord,  with  the  exception  of 
abolishing  the  Waste  Lands  Boards.  To  that 
proposal  I  have  the  greatest  objection.  My 
objection  to  the  abolition  of  those  Boards  is, 
that  I  see  there  is  an  absolute  neoossity  that 
there  should  be  some  local  court  of  appeal  as 
between  the  people  and  the  Government,  and 
that  is  really  the  use  the  Waste  Lands  Boards 
have  been  hitherto.  If  the  Minister  succeeds 
in  carrying  this  provision  of  his  Bill  he  will 
discover  that  he  will  bring  on  his  department 
an  amount  of  work  of  which  he  has  no  com- 
prehension at  present.  The  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Waihemo,  who  has  been  a  member  of 
the  Dunedin  Waste  Lands  Board  for  many 
years,  has  given  the  honourable  gentleman  aa 
idea  of  the  quantity  of  work  which  is  likely 
to  be  brought  under  his  notice  from  that  par- 
ticular Board.  With  regard  to  the  Boanl  I 
have  a  knowledge  of,  I  may  say  that  the  people 
look  to  that  Board  as  a  court  of  appeal,  a 
court  at  which  they  can  air  their  grievancos ; 
and  the  Board  acts  as  a  go-between  between 
them  and  the  Minister.  It  is  the  intention  to 
vest  the  whole  of  the  powers  of  the  Boards 
in  the  Commissioner.  Who  is  the  Commis- 
sioner ?  The  Commissioner  is,  in  reality,  the 
Minister.  He  is  the  official  who  represents 
the  Land  Department,  and  the  powers  of 
the  Boards  are  now  to  vest  in  the  Com- 
missioner. I  should  have  had  pleasnre  in 
supporting  this  provision  if  the  Minister  had 
selected  some  one  of  the  local  bodies  for  the 
duty.  If  the  honourable  gentleman  had  pro- 
vided that  the  ofiice  of  member  of  these  Boards 
should  henceforth  be  honorary,  I  think  he 
would  have  found  that  the  result  would  have 
been  more  satisfactory  to  himself  as  head  of  the 
department,  and  would  have  led  to  that  eoo- 
nomy  which,  no  doubt,  has  induced  the  Minis- 
ter to  propose  doing  away  with  the  Boards.  I 
do  not  intend  to  go  into  the  provisions  of  the 
Bill,  but  there  is  one  feature  to  which  I  de- 
sire to  draw  the  attention  of  the  Minister,  and 
that  is  the  question  of  relief  to  Crown  tenants. 
Undoubtedly,  the  Crovm  tenants  must  be  re- 
lieved. The  Act  of  1885  provided  a  large  num- 
ber of  modes  of  relief,  and  those  modes  of  reli^ 
have  been  largely  token  advantage  of ;  but,  not- 
withstanding that,  the  result  is  this :  that  the 
number  of  coses  of  arrears,  and  the  amounts, 
are  increasing.  My  firm  opinion  is  that  unless  a 
considerable  rise  in  the  value  of  ptodnoe  takes 
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place  the  Qovemment  cannot  expect  to  see 
many  o{  these  aneais  paid.  The  position  of 
the  Crown  tenemts  with  regard  to  finanoe  on 
the  30th  March,  1887,  was  as  follows:  There 
frere  1,202  deferred-payment  settlers  in  arrears 
to  the  extent  of  £20,240 ;  81  deferred-payment 
settlers  on  education  endowments,  £2,709 ;  177 
perpetual-lease  tenants,  £2,859 ;  49  perpetaal- 
lease  tenants  on  eduoational  endowments, 
£3,105 :  making  a  total  of  £28,914.  I  regret 
to  say  that  this  amoont  is  likely  to  be  an  in- 
areaaing  one  so  long  as  the  price  of  produce 
xemains  at  a  non-paying  point,  as  it  is  now, 
and  the  arrears  will  not  be  recoverable,  be- 
canse  ninety-nine  out  of  a  hundred  of  those 
individuals,  if  they  cannot  meet  their  obliga- 
tions out  of  the  land,  have  no  other  means 
whereby  they  can  satisfy  the  demands  of  the 
Ciown.  The  honourable  member  for  Auck- 
land Central  has  introduced  a  measure  with 
regard  to  this  question — the  Fair  Bent  Bill ; 
and  I  regret  very  much  that,  through  the  forms 
of  the  House,  that  Bill,  I  am  afraid,  has  no 
chance  of  being  considered  by  the  House  this 
session.  I  take  this  opportunity  of  congratu- 
lating the  Minister  upon  what  he  has  told  us 
to-day — ^namely,  that  it  is  his  intention  to  in- 
troduce a  Bill  to  meet  this  very  serious  phase 
of  the  administration  of  lands — and  I  urge  on 
him  the  absolute  necessity  of  pressing  the  Bill 
through.  Now,  in  addition  to  this  difficulty, 
there  is  another  to  which  I  wish  to  call  the 
attention  of  the  Minister,  and  that  is  the  strin- 
gent condition  of  clause  123  in  the  Act  of  1885, 
the  purport  of  which  clause  is  this :  that,  when 
a  deferred-payment  tenant  forfeits  his  section 
for  reasons  assigned  in  this  Act,  he  is  subject  to 
a  penalty  of  25  per  cent,  on  the  value  of  the  im- 
provements made  by  him  on  the  land  which  may 
be  sold  to  his  successors.  This  is  considered 
by  the  deferred-payment  people  as  a  very  great 
hardship,  and  the  difficulty  of  obtaining  a  suc- 
cessor to  these  tenants  makes  the  hardship  all 
the  more  serious  because  so  soon  as  the  tenant 
is  deprived  of  his  holding — and  that  is  the  only 
condition  which  is  contemplated  by  the  Act 
of  1885 — if  the  Crown  tenant  fails  to  carry  out 
his  obligation  to  the  Crown  the  Waste  Lands 
Board  carries  the  law  into  force,  and  he  is 
evicted  from  his  possession,  and  a  fresh  tenant 
pays  the  value  of  improvements  assessed  by  the 
Waste  Lands  Board  Ranger,  which  value  is  paid 
to  the  outgoing  tenant  subject  to  a  deduction 
of  25  per  cent.  And  what  is  the  result  ?  That, 
these  sections  being  left  unoccupied,  the  im- 
provements deteriorate  rapidly,  and  we  have 
instances  where  the  valuation  put  upon  them 
after  one  year  was  50  per  cent,  less,  the  de- 
terioration was  so  great  and  rapid.  Any 
honourable  members  having  a  knowledge  of 
farming  must  know  that  if  a  place  is  left  un- 
oared-for  the  deterioration  in  the  improvements 
goes  on  at  a  rapid  rate.  I  will,  when  the  Bill 
^ets  into  Committee,  move  that  the  value  of 
improvements,  less  the  cost  of  sale,  &c.,  be 
paid  to  the  outgoing  tenants.  Another  pro- 
vision of  this  Bill  is  one  which  I  highly  com- 
mend the  Minister  for,  and  that  is  the  pro- 
vision be  has  made  with  regard  to  the  selection 
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of  bosh-lands  before  survey.  Large  snmsfof 
money  have  been  needlessly  thrown  away  on  tiie 
sectional  surveys  of  bush-lands,  which  before 
they  are  taken  up  have  become  valueless,  and 
in  many  instances  the  expense  has  had  to  be 
incurred  a  second  time.  The  idea  he  has 
embodied  in  this  Bill — that  of  cutting  roads 
through  these  bush-lands  to  be  offered  to  the 
public  for  settlement,  and  making  those  roads 
the  base-lines  of  application— is  one  which  com- 
mends itself  to  my  mind  as  being  a  very  good 
one.  There  is  a  provision  as  to  the  area  of  small 
grazing-runs,  and  that  is  one  to  which  1  give 
my  hearty  support,  for  it  has  particular  applica- 
tion to  the  district  from  which  I  come,  where 
the  country  is  very  much  deteriorated  from 
what  is  known  as  the  rabbit-pest ;  and  I  fear, 
from  what  I  hear,  that  it  will  only  be  a  matter 
of  time  before  a  large  portion  of  our  beautiful 
country  will  be  subjected  to  the  same  ruin  as 
the  district  from  which  I  come  from  has  been 
afflicted  with.  In  regard  to  the  provision  con- 
tained in  the  Bill  to  retake  the  management  of 
the  education  endowments,  I  hope  the  House 
will  give  this  power.  In  the  last  Parliament 
this  was  proposed  in  a  Government  Bill,  and  it 
went  through  the  Waste  Lands  Committee ; 
but  when  the  measure  came  back  to  the  House 
that  provision  was  struck  out,  the  House  feel- 
ing that  it  would  be  an  undue  interference 
with  those  bodies  which  had  the  management 
of  those  endowments.  Without  wishing  to  say 
anything  prejudicial  to  those  bodies,  I  must 
say  that  my  opinion  strongly  is  that  the  pro- 
perties under  their  charge  have  not  been 
judiciously  managed,  and  I  believe  that  when 
these  lands  are  managed  under  the  same 
system  as  the  Crown  lauds  a  greater  amount 
of  satisfaction  will  be  brought  about. '  I  there- 
fore approve  of  the  provision  contained  in  this 
Bill  in  regard  to  re-taking  the  management  of 
the  educational  endowments,  if  the  House 
thinks  it  proper  to  do  so.  I  shall  not  detain 
the  House  any  further  than  to  say  that  when 
this  Bill  gets  into  Committee  I  will  give  it  my 
most  hearty  help,  and  I  hope  the  House  will 
join  in  assisting  the  Minister  to  make  it  a 
workable  measure,  and  a  measure  sufficiently 
hedged  round  by  safeguards  against  the  ac- 
quiring of  large  estates,  so  that  the  adminis- 
tration of  the  lands,  which  I  cannot  say  has 
recently  been  a  success,  will  in  future  not  only 
be  a  success,  but  will  effect  a  large  settlement 
of  the  lands, — and  that  is  what  we  must  look 
to  in  order  to  bring  about  a  prosperous  state 
of  things  in  the  colony. 

Mr.  SEYMOUB. — Sir,  I  propose  to  support 
the  second  reading  of  this  Bill,  not  because  I 
entirely  agree  with  everything  I  hear  of  it,  but 
because  I  think  the  good  points  in  it  very  much 
predominate.  I  think  I  may  say  that  I  am 
extremely  well  pleased  to  find  that  the  Minister 
of  Lands  proposes  to  throw  open  lands  for  choice 
by  those  who  desire  to  settle  upon  them  in  any 
of  the  various  modes  which  have  been  passed 
in  the  Land  Act,  but  which  modes  have  in 
times  past  only  been  operative  in  particular 
districts  or  parts  of  districts.  It  was  the  prac- 
tice of  the  late  Oovemment  to  set  apart  certain 
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blocks  of  land  in  various  land  districts  in  which 
only  one  mode  of  acquiring  the  land  should 
prevail.  That,  in  my  opinion,  has  very  much 
impeded  settlement,  and  I  am  extremely  pleased 
to  see  it  is  intended  to  alter  it.  I  never  could 
see  any  valid  reason  why  a  district  should  be 
confined  to  the  selection  of  land  on  one  of 
the  various  modes  of  cash  payment,  deferred 
payment,  or  perpetual  leasing.  Persons  will 
satisfy  that  sentiment  which  is  in  everybody  to 
get  a  piece  of  land  in  freehold  first,  and  then 
perhaps  take  up  a  piece  of  adjoining  land  on 
deferred  payment  or  perpetual  lease.  It  has 
been  supposed  that  the  effect  of  this  change 
will  be  to  venr  largely  increase  the  land 
galea  of  the  colony,  and  it  is  thought  thai, 
if  that  is  so,  that  is  an  objectionable  pro- 
ceeding. In  my  opinion  it  would  be  quite  the 
reverse.  I  think  it  would  be  an  exceedingly  good 
thing  for  the  colony  as  a  whole  if  it  could  dis- 
pose of  a  very  considerable  area  of  these  lands. 
Very  much  of  it  belongs  to  what  is  called  the 
"  second  class."  There  is  not  a  very  great  deal  of 
good  land  left.  Now,  what  is  the  position  the 
colony  is  in  in  regard  to  the  settlement  of  these 
second-class  lands?  Very  large  areas  of  this 
second-class  land  are  scarcely  available  now 
for  settlement  because  there  are  no  roads  or 
tracks  through  them ;  and  the  position  of  the 
colony's  finances  in  regard  to  public  works 
seems  to  be  that,  not  only  can  we  not  furnish 
adequately  our  railways,  but  there  is  no  money 
at  all  out  of  which  to  makS  roads  and  tracks 
which  will  be  required  to  open  these  lands  for 
settlement.  Now,  it  seems  to  me  that,  if  we 
encourage  the  cash-purchase  system,  and  de- 
vote the  sums  which  oome  from  that  to  the 
opening-up  of  the  lands  by  roads  and  tracks, 
we  shall  be  doing  the  right  thing  to  settle  very 
much  of  the  land  which  is  now  lying  open  for 
settlement,  and  which  cannot  be  settled  now 
without  that.  I  should  like  to  say  a  word 
in  this  connection,  too,  with  regard  to  a  por- 
tion of  section  19 — and  I  am  very  much 
obliged  to  the  Minister  of  Lands  for  intro- 
ducing that  portion  of  the  clause — whioh  will 
permit  of  the  spending  of  one-third  of  the  de- 
ferred-payment money  which  has  been  in  the 
Treasury  from  lands  taken  up  on  deferred  pay- 
ment, through  there  being  no  local  body  in  the 
county  to  whom  the  money  could  be  paid,  and 
where  there  are  works  requiring  to  be  executed. 
There  is  no  object  to  wluch  t£is  money  could 
be  mote  properly  devoted.  This,  I  presume, 
will  now  be  the  case,  and  the  money  will  be 
properly  applied.  With  regard  to  abolishing 
the  Waste  Lands  Boards,  I  agree  with  others 
in  expressing  dissatisfaction  at  this  proposal, 
and  I  hope  the  Minister  in  charge  wlII  recon- 
sider this  question.  The  proposal  no  doubt 
will  be  discussed  in  the  Waste  Lands  Commit- 
tee, and  I  trust  the  Minister  will  see  his  way 
to  excise  these  clauses  from  his  Bill.  My  own 
impression  is  that  it  Will  neither  be  popular  in 
the  country  to  abolish  the  Land  Boards  nor 
will  it  be  desirable.  I  have  spoken  to  many 
members  having  an  intimate  knowledge,  and 
they  point  out  that  many  questions  come  be- 
ioie  them  which  cannot  be  properly  determined 
Mr.  Seymour 


by  the  Commissioner  of  Crown  Lands,  who 
would  simply  send  them  forward  to  the  Minis- 
ter, who  would  be  equally  ignorant  of  the  cir- 
cumstances of  the  case.  These  are  dealt  with 
by  those  members  of  the  Boards  who  have  a 
local  knowledge  of  the  subjects,  which  proves 
extremely  valuable.  Then  I  will  take  the 
question  of  the  assessment  of  the  lands.  la 
the  district  from  which  I  come  the  lands  are 
assessed  between  certain  limits.  So  it  is  in  the 
Nelson  District,  and,  I  believe,  in  other  districts. 
The  prices  are  not  fixed  ;  they  are  assessed  by 
the  Land  Boards.  Without  a  Land  Board  the 
Commissioner  of  Crown  Lands  can  have  no  one 
to  rely  upon  for  a  report  upon  these  lands  ex- 
cept the  surveyor,  and  the  report  of  the  surveyor 
will  not  be  sufficient,  as  I  know  from  experience, 
to  give  him  a  good  idea  of  what  price  ought  to 
be  fixed  on  these  lands.  The  surveyor  will 
state  in  his  report  how  much  flat  land  there 
is  and  how  much  hill.  He  will  not  be  able 
to  tell  him  what  that  land  ought  to  be  assessed 
at  altogether,  owing  to  the  very  different 
circumstances  surrounding  each  block.  On 
this  account,  Sir,  I  think  it  would  be  better 
that  we  should  excise  this  portion  of  the  Bill. 
It  has  been  said  that  the  Land  Boards  are 
very  expensive.  I  would  mention,  as  has  been 
mentioned  in  an  earlier  part  of  the  debate, 
that  this  could  be  met  by  the  stopping  of  the 
payment  of  members  of  the  Board,  and  I  be- 
lieve that  throughout  the  length  and  breadth 
of  the  colony  they  would  get  just  as  good 
men  as  the  members  who  are  paid.  I 
have  no  intention  of  taking  up  the  time  of 
the  House  any  longer,  but  I  would  make  this 
suggestion  with  regard  to  what  I  may  call 
almost  third-class  land,  which  prevails  to  a 
considerable  extent  throughout  the  district  I 
come  from,  and  especially  in  the  Sounds 
County:  that  a  still  further  reduction  should  be 
made  in  the  price  of  land  below  10s.  per  acre, 
in  order  to  oring  that  land  fairly  into  the 
market  and  get  it  settled.  Even  at  10s.  pec 
acre  the  price  would  be  too  high,  and  I  think  it 
is  worth  the  Minister's  attention  whether,  in 
that  case,  as  obtains  in  Auckland,  I  think,  and 
Napier,  and  in  some  other  parts  of  the  colony, 
a  reduction  below  10s.  would  not  be  desirable.  I 
would  also  ask  him  to  consider  whether  be  will 
not  amend  clause  180  of  the  present  Land  Bill 
by  omitting  the  word  "  three  "  in  subsection 
(1)  and  inserting  the  word  "  five."  Briefly,  the 
object  of  that  would  be  this :  The  clause  provides 
that  protection  should  be  given  to  the  holdeza 
of  pastoral  licenses  over  their  improvements 
when  the  country  is  relet  to  the  extent  of  not 
more  than  three  years'  rent.  Now,  in  my  dis- 
trict small  blocks  of  country  are  let  on  pastoral 
licenses,  a  few  running  into  a  thousand  acres, 
but  mostly  five,  six,  or  seven  hundred  acres, 
and  the  rent  is  very  small  for  lands  of  am 
inferior  kind,  and  to  take  as  value  for  improve- 
ments a  sum  not  exceeding  three  years*  rent 
appears  to  me  to  be  to  take  too  small  a  sum.  I 
suggest  that  the  Minister  should  look  into  that 
question,  and  possibly  he  will  make  some  exten- 
sion in  favour  of  these  men. 
Mr.  BEETHAM.  —  I   will  not  wewy  the 
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House  at  any  length  with  my  remarks  upon 
this  measare,  because  I  recognise,  as  I  have 
done  in  previous  sessions,  that  it  will  appear 
again  in  possibly  a  very  difierent  form  from  that 
in  which  it  is  now  before  the  House.  I  allude  to 
the  action  that  always  take  place  in  the  Waste 
Iiands  Committee.  I  have  no  doubt  that  the 
members  of  the  Waste  Lands  Committee  will 
exercise  a  wise  supervision ;  and  I  trust  that 
some  clauses,  which  in  the  course  of  my  re- 
marks I  shall  refer  to,  will  not  come  to  the 
House  again  in  their  present  form.  I  wish  to 
congratulate  the  Hon.  the  Minister  of  Lands 
upon  the  manner  in  which  he  has  introduced 
the  Bill.  He  has  treated  the  whole  question  in 
■a  businesslike  and  sensible  way,  and  I  do  hope 
that  the  introduction  of  this  BiU  has  marked  a 
new  era  in  our  dealing  with  the  waste  lands  of 
the  colony.  Up  to  this  time,  or  at  any  rate  for 
the  last  few  sessions,  we  have,  I  fear,  dealt  with 
land  questions  in  anything  but  a  businesslike 
way.  We  have  not  endeavoured,  as  for  as  I 
can  judge,  to  induce  settlement  of  the  land, 
but  have  taken  the  opportunity,  in  our  dealings 
with  waste  lands,  to  air  our  chimeric<il  ideas, 
our  fads,  and  our  follies,  I  may  say  to  a  most 
unwarrantable  extent.  In  referring  to  the 
-different  provisions  of  this  Bill,  I  would  first 
congratulate  the  honourable  member  on  his 
proposal  to  deal  with  rural  lands.  He  has  pro- 
posed to  sell  for  cafih  ;  and  I  am  entirely  with 
him  in  tliis  respect.  I  have  endeavoured,  in  my 
pla<:e  in  the  Waste  Lands  Board  for  some  years 
past,  to  insure  that  there  should  be  a  fair  pro- 
portion of  land  open  for  sale  for  cash,  as  well 
as  land  open  on  the  deferred-payment  and  per- 
petual-lease systems.  I  believe  those  systems 
can  nin  concurrently  with  great  advantage  to 
the  colony;  but  to  tell  people  that  they  can 
only  have  the  leasehold  system  is  destructive,  I 
must  say,  of  our  best  interests.  The  question 
of  the  land  being  opened  before  survey  is  also  a 
very  important  point,  especially  in  dealing  with 
lands  in  bush  districts.  We  have,  Sir,  turned 
away  time  after  time — I  speak  as  a  member  of 
the  Waste  Lands  Board — for  some  years  we 
have  tamed  away  desirable  settlers  from  want 
of  having  a  sufficient  sui^ey  staff  to  keep  pace 
with  the  demands  for  land  for  settlement.  As 
quoted  by  the  Minister  of  Lands,  I  have  known 
many  desirable  settlers  visit  the  Land  Board 
in  Wellington  and  go  away  disgusted  because, 
knowing  we  had  a  quantity  of  valuable  land 
for  sale  and  were  anxious  to  settle  the  land, 
for  the  reasons  I  have  just  mentioned  we  have 
Dot  been  able  to  give  them  the  facilities  they 
desired.  The  proposal  to  increase  the  area  of 
■mall  runs  from  5,000  to  20,000  acres  has  my 
thorough  approval,  and  I  was  surprised  to  hear 
the  Minister  of  Lands  say  that  his  predecessor 
suggested  this  course  to  him.  I  think  it  is  a 
great  pity  that  that  honourable  gentleman  did 
not  ttjce  that  action  himself  when  he  intro- 
duced the  Bill  in  1885.  If  he  had  done  so  it  is 
qnite  possible  that  a  number  of  runs  which 
exe  now  abandoned  in  the  South  Island  might 
have  been  profitably  occupied  at  the  present 
time ;  but  it  appeared  to  me,  when  the  Land 
BiU  waa  introdnced  in  1886,  that  the  inten- 


tion of  the  Minister  was,  whether  wisely  or 
not,  to  limit  the  area  in  every  direction  vriuioufr  ' 
considering  whether  to  do  so  would  be  for  the 
interest  of  the  colony  or  not.  Now,  with  re- 
spect to  the  upset  price  of  land,  I  am  dissatis- 
fied with  the  proposed  clause  relating  to  this 
subject,  because  I  find  it  does  not  appear  to 
apply  to  this  provincial  district.  The  omis- 
sion in  the  Act  of  1885  of  power  to  fix  a  mini- 
mum of  less  than  £1  an  acre,  I  thought, 
was  an  error ;  but  the  late  Minister  of  Lands 
afterwards  said  it  was  done  purposely.  The 
minimum  price  of  land  in  the  Wellington 
District  was  originally  Ss.  an  acre ;  it  was 
afterwards  raised  to  10s.,  and  during  the  session 
of  1885  was  again  raised  to  £1  an  acre.  By 
doing  that,  as  I  pointed  ont  at  the  time,  it  was 
rendered  impossible  to  settle  a  large  area  of 
land  in  the  Wellington  District.  The  Waste 
Lands  Board  hod  not  power  to  offer  the  land  at 
a  reasonable  price,  and  the  result  has  been  that 
settlement  has  not  progressed  on  third-class 
land.  What  I  complained  of  was  this :  I  could 
see  no  reason  why  the  Wellington  Provincial 
District  should  be  treated  specially.  In  the 
Marlborough  District  they  had  the  power  to 
sell  the  land  at  a  lower  figure  ;  the  Auckland 
and  Hawke's  Bay  Waste  Lands  Boards  had 
power  to  sell  it  at  as  low  a  price  as  5s.  an 
acre ;  the  Nelson  District  had  power  to  sell 
at  10s. ;  and  yet  Wellington,  under,  in  many 
coses,  the  same  circumstances,  was  debarred 
the  right  of  settling  its  third-class  land,  and 
the  result  has  been  that  its  third-class  land 
has  not  been  settled  to  any  extent  since  1886. 
I  notice — and  I  merely  wish  to  mention  it  just 
now  as  a  sort  of  hint  to  the  members  of  the 
Waste  Lands  Committee,  who,  I  am  sure,  will 
consider  the  matter,  and  I  am  sure  the  Hon. 
the  Minister  of  Lands  vrill  also  give  the  matter 
his  attention — the  wishes  of  the  deferred-pay- 
ment and  the  perpetual-lease  settlers  have  been 
met  to  a  certain  extent  by  the  proposed  changes. 
The  abolition  of  the  provision  that  one-twen- 
tieth of  the  land  should  be  cultivated  within  a 
certain  time,  and  substitution  of  a  condition 
that  improvements  be  mode  within  six  years 
equal  to  30  per  cent,  of  the  price  of  the  land,  I 
admit,  will  be  a  very  considerable  advantsige  to 
the  settlers  in  bush  districts ;  but  I  would  point 
out  that  the  Waste  Lands  Boards  have  had  the 
right  to  give  deferred-payment  settlers  in  bush 
districts  leave  to  reside  off  their  land  for  a  cer- 
tain period — four  years  is  mentioned ;  but  the 
perpetual-lease  settlers  have  no  such  right.  I 
can  see  no  reason  why  the  same  provision 
should  not  be  given  to  the  perpetual  -  lease 
settlers.  I  wish  to  call  the  attention  of  the 
Minister  of  Lands  to  this  point,  for  it  has 
been  brought  under  my  notice  a  great  many 
times  by  settlers  on  the  perpetual-lease  sys- 
tem. I  may  say  that  I  -think  it  is  not  advis- 
able to  limit  the  area  of  land  to  640  acres  in 
any  one  survey  district.  Of  course,  it  was 
somewhat  difficult  to  tmderstand  what  a  sur- 
vey district  meant.  In  the  first  place,  I  con- 
sidered that  it  meant  any  provincial  survey 
district ;  but  I  gather  from  what  the  Hon. 
the  Ministet  of  Lands  says  that  it  means  * 
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snbdiviaional  survey  district  of  100,000  acres  in 
extent.  If  that  is  so,  then  what  has  been 
pointed  out  by  the  honourable  member  for  Wai- 
taki  is  correct,  that  the  object  of  that  clause, 
assuming  it  to  be  necessary,  might  be  defeated 
by  an  individual  taking  the  four  comers  of  dif- 
ferent survey  districts,  and  thereby  taking  four 
times  as  much  land  as  was  intended  by  the 
clause — that  is,  640  acres  of  ordinary  land  and 
3,000  acres  of  second-class  land.  And  I  may 
incidentally  mention  that  I  do  not  think  the 
term  "  ordinary  land  "  should  be  used  in  the 
way  proposed,  because  I  think  it  would  allow 
people  outside  to  think  that  we  have  no  first- 
class  land — that  it  is  all  of  an  ordinary  nature. 
It  might  appeu  to  outsiders  that  "ordinary 
land"  does  not  mean  first-class  land,  and  it 
might  be  inferred  that  the  best  land  was  all 
occupied.  I  think,  as  the  honourable  member 
for  Waimea  suggested,  that  there  should  be 
three  classes  of  land — first,  second,  and  third ; 
and  I  would  suggest  that  the  Minister  of  Lands 
should  consider  the  advisability  of  agreeing 
with  his  suggestion.  There  is  another  point 
that  I  wish  to  call  attention  to,  and  it  is  this : 
that,  in  the  event  of  land  being  sold  for  cash 
—I  allude  more  especially  to  the  bush-districts 
of  New  Zealand,  for,  of  course,  I  am  more  im- 
mediately interested  in  the  bush-lands — that 
if  land  is  sold  for  cash  after  roads  have  been 
made  through  it  in  only  the  perfunctory  man- 
ner indicated  by  the  Minister  of  Lands,  the 
local  bodies  would  suffer  very  seriously  in  the 
absence  of  their  one-third  refund  for  the  pur- 
pose of  making  roads.  Unless  the  refund  is 
given  in  the  bush-districts  I  fear  that  settle- 
ment will  be  very  much  retarded  in  the  future. 
I  know  it  may  be  said  that  this  is  returning  to 
the  old  provincial  system ;  yet  I  do  think  I  am 
right  in  calling  attention  to  it,  because  if  in 
bush-districts  settlement  is  to  proceed  at  all 
there  must  be  some  refund  from  the  land  sold, 
if  sold  for  cash,  as  well  as  from  the  deferred- 
payment  and  perpetual-lease  systems.  I,  in 
common  with  others,  was  very  glad  that 
the  Minister  of  Lands,  in  making  his  state- 
ment, was  able  to  show  that  at  the  present 
time  there  is  such  a  large  area  of  land  left 
available  for  settlement.  I  think  this  will 
weigh  very  much  in  the  minds  of  individuals 
out^de  this  House,  that  we  can  show  that  we 
have  so  much  land  available  for  settlement. 
The  Minister  carefully  excluded  mountainous 
and  lake  districts,  so  I  presume  from  his  know- 
ledge, having  the  whole  information  of  the 
department  at  his  disposal,  he  alludes  to  land 
which  is  Absolutely  available  for  settlement  at 
the  present  time.  I  am  glad  to  think  that  it 
will  go  abroad  to  other  countries  that  we  have 
80  much  land  available  for  settlement.  I  think 
it  is  an  argument  that  we  should  use  strongly 
to  show  this:  that,  whilst  we  have  such  an 
amount  of  land  available,  there  is  no  necessity 
for  Land -acquisition  Bills,  which  I  believe 
would  prevent  settlement  in  this  colony  more 
than  any  other  measure  which  could  be  de- 
vised. I  have  seen  communications  from 
business -men  in  the  Old  Country  who  have 
Stated  this :  that  while  we  attempt  such  per- 
Mr,  Beetham 


nicious  legislation  as  any  measure  that  may 
mean  the  taking  of  land  from  settlers,  and 
dividing  it  amongst  others,  we  cannot  expect 
any  satisfactory  settlement  of  our  waste  lands, 
or  hope  for  capital  to  flow  into  this  country  to 
enable  those  who  are  heavily  involved  to  re- 
lieve themselves  even  by  a  partial  sale  of  their 
property.  Capital  will  not  come  into  the 
colony  while  we  are  guilty  of  even  considering 
seriously  such  an  unnecessary  proposal  for 
almost  confiscation.  A  great  deal  has  been 
said  about  economy  efiected  in  the  Survey 
Department.  The  honourable  gentleman  cer- 
tainly did  not  himself  talk  about  economy; 
but  he  alluded  to  the  economy  that  had  been 
efiected — £30,000  apparently  saved  last  year. 

Mr.  G.  F.  RICHARDSON.— Since  1880. 

Mr.  BEETHAM.— I  think  that  the  lato 
Minister  of  Lands,  the  honourable  member  for 
Wanganui,  said  that  he  expected  to  be  able  to 
save  £3C,000  on  the  land  estimates.  If  this  haa 
been  saved,  as  he  calls  it,  it  has  been  saved 
at  the  expense  of  a  great  deal  of  settlement 
that  would  have  progressed  if  a  fair  amount 
of  money  had  been  available  for  pushing  on 
surveys  in  various  parts  of  the  colony.  We 
have  endeavoured  to  make  our  surveys  precede 
settlement.  While  we  were  following  out  that 
principle,  we  should  at  any  rate,  if  we  were 
wise  business-men,  have  insured  that  a  suffi- 
cient amount  was  placed  at  the  credit  of  the 
department  to  push  on  surveys,  so  that  a  suffi- 
cient amount  of  land  might  be  available  for 
settlement.  This  has  not  been  done.  I  speak 
both  of  Mr.  RoUeston  and  the  honourable 
member  for  Wanganui,  who  have  been,  per- 
haps through  Ministerial  necessity,  both  guilty 
of  the  same  error ;  and,  to  prove  that  what  I 
said  is  correct,  I  have  only  to  point  oat  this 
fact:  Time  after  time  I  pointed  out  that  men 
with  money  who  were  wishing  to  settle  could 
not  do  so  because  no  land  was  available,  nty 
land  was  surveyed.  I  wished  the  special- 
settlement  system  should  be  tried  in  order 
that  land  might  be  opened  in  that  way.  The 
late  Minister  of  Lands,  when  he  came  into 
office,  assisted  by  the  provisions  of  the  Land 
Act  of  1885,  venr  wisely  allowed  land  to 
be  occupied  under  the  special  -  settlement 
provision.  In  the  Wellington  District  alone 
within  the  last  two  years — I  am  speaking  now 
in  round  figures — 100,000  acres  of  la^d  have 
been  takefi  up  under  these  sx>eoial  settlements. 
I  think  that  proves  conclusively  that  an  in- 
clination to  settle  was  inherent  in  our  popula- 
tion, but  the  means  were  not  available.  Now, 
these  settlers,  who  will  soon  be  occupying  this 
100,000  acres,  are  surveying  their  own  land. 
They  have  the  land,  generally  speaking,  for  £1 
an  acre ;  the  land  we  are  selling  on  deferred 
payment  and  to  perpetual  -  lease  settlers  has 
ranged  from  £1  Ss.  to  £1  lOs.  We  have  given 
these  settlers,  and  vrisely  too,  the  land  they 
are  settling  on  at  the  rate  of  £1  an  acre,  with 
an  understanding  that  they  were  to  survey 
themselves.  Where  is  the  saving?  Although 
no  money  is  granted  to  them  for  surveys, 
they  have  land  for  it,  and  land  at  a  very 
much   cheaper  rate.     Alhough  an  apparent 
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saving,  there  haa  been  an  absolnte  loss  to  the 
colony  by  not  having  snrveys  properly  completed 
by  the  regular  survey  staff,  whose  system  we 
know  and  understand,  and  who  attempt,  at 
any  rate,  to  work  out  on  a  comprehensive  sys- 
tem by  extending  settlement  surveys  from  the 
difierent  centres.  Sufficient  appropriation  for 
snrveys  would  have  obviated  these  difficulties. 
I  was  very  glad  to  hear  the  honourable  member 
for  Waihemo  alluded  to  a  great  many  times, 
and  most  of  his  arguments  have  been  refuted 
very  completely.  I  was  glad  to  hear  what 
was  said  about  the  necessity  for  giving  a  fixity 
of  tenure  in  the  southern  part  of  New  Zealand. 
I  allude  to  the  runholders  there.  Why,  they 
are  now  merely  tenants  at  will.  It  is  abso- 
lutely impossible,  with  the  great  curse  they 
are  suffering  from — the  rabbit  nuisance — that 
they  can  succeed.  I  believe  the  late  Minister 
of  Lands  has  at  last  begun  to  appreciate 
the  difficulties  the  settlers  have  to  contend 
with  there ;  and  therefore  I  begin  to  have 
more  hope  that  those  who  have  suffered  from 
such  disabilities  in  that  part  of  the  colony 
will  now  have  a  fair  chance  of  success :  and  in 
their  success  the  future  of  New  Zealand  will  be 
very  much  improved.  It  has  been  pointed  out 
that  too  much  importance  has  been  attached 
to  the  price  paid  for  land.  The  price  obtained 
is  a  material  point  for  consideration,  but  suc- 
cessful settlement  is  the  chief  point;  and  I 
trust  that  will  be  carried  into  effect,  whether 
by  the  Minister  of  Lands,  or  by  Commissioners, 
or  by  the  Waste  Lands  Boards,  or  any  new 
Board  that  may  be  hereafter  elected.  Alluding 
to  the  question  of  Waste  Lands  Boards,  I  have 
heard  it  said  in  the  House  several  times  that  we 
shall  have  every  member  of  a  Waste  Lands 
Board  on  his  legs,  and  that  every  such  member 
will  undoubtedly  speak  in  favour  of  Waste 
Lands  Boards.  I  have  been  a  member  of  a  Waste 
Lands  Board  for  many  years,  and  daring  my  con- 
tinuance in  that  position  I  have  endeavoured  to 
do  good  work.  At  any  rate,  if  I  have  not  done 
some  good  it  has  not  been  through  want  of  ex- 
perience or  knowledge  of  the  quality  of  land, 
but  perhaps  I  may  have  neglected  my  oppor- 
tunities. But  I  maintain  that  it  would  be  a 
most  unwise  measure  to  do  without  any  system 
of  Waste  Lands  Board  in  the  colony.  I  have 
myself — and  I  state  it  without  reservation — l^e 
greatest  confidence  in  the  Minister  of  Lands. 
I  believe  him  to  be  a  hard-headed,  wide-awake 
man  ;  and  I  believe  he  understands  the  survey 
and  land-settlement  questions  most  thoroughly. 
I  believe  also  that  he  has  had  good  farming 
experience,  and  I  believe  he  is  not  likely  to 
ton  away  with  any  particular  fads.  But  I  have 
seen  Ministers  of  Lands  whom  I  have  not  hod 
so  much  confidence  in,  and  I  say  this :  that 
it  is  a  most  unwise  thing  to  place  the  power 
that  this  Bill  places  in  the  hands  of  the  Minister 
of  Lands  in  any  man's  hands,  whatever  may 
be  his  character  or  whatever  we  may  know 
about  him.  We  are  all  liable  to  cranks  and 
peculiarities,  and  he  may  be  subject  to  some 
of  these  things  as  well  as  others.  I  have 
seen  and  known  the  difficulty  that  the  Waste 
Lands  Board  in  the  Wellington  Distiict  has 


had  in  dealing  with  the  late  Minister  of  Lands. 
I  know  that  on  many  points  where  the  Board 
held  strong  opinions  our  opinions  have  been 
resisted  and  vetoed.  He  had  the  power  to  do  so 
under  the  present  Act.  Under  this  Bill  the 
Minister  of  Lands  can  do  whatever  he  likes. 
I  maintain  this  :  that  there  should  be  some 
system  of  Waste  Lskuds  Boards  in  New  Zea- 
land. There  should  be  some  body  between  t^e 
Minister  and  the  people.  I  have  alwa3r8  main- 
tained that  the  system  of  nomination  was  not 
a  proper  one.  I  believe  there  should  be,  at  any 
rate,  a  certain  elective  principle  in  the  Waste 
Lands  Boards.  I  believe  it  is  perfectly  right 
that  the  Minister  of  Lands  should  have  the 
right  to  nominate  a  certain  number  of  mem- 
bers that  might  be  fixed.  Perhaps  one-third 
should  be  nominated  by  the  Ministry  of  the 
day.  The  interests  of  the  colony  are  materially 
affected  by  any  dealing  with  waste  lands,  and 
by  the  course  I  propose  a  continuity  of  action 
would  be  insured,  as  well  as  the  representative 
principle.  I  do  not  at  all  believe  in  what 
fell  from  the  honourable  member  for  Wai- 
hemo on  this  subject.  He  suggested  that  tiie 
members  of  the  Boards  should  be  elected  at 
the  same  time  as  members  of  the  House  of 
Bepresentatives.  I  do  not  think  he  ever  con- 
sidered that,  or,  if  he  has,  then  he  has  not  the 
good  sense  I  gave  him  credit  for,  because  in 
many  cases  there  might  be  no  elections.  The 
nominations  might  be  all  that  was  necessary. 
How  about  the  elections  for  the  Board  in  such 
a  case  7  Is  it  thought  advisable  by  the  honour- 
able member  that  each  district  should  elect 
a  member?  I  do  not  think  the  honourable 
gentleman  thought  over  the  matter  at  all.  I 
think  I  will  leave  that  question  to  the  honour- 
ablo  gentleman's  further  consideration.  To 
simplify  the  matter,  it  appeturs  to  me  that  the 
best  way  would  be  for  County  Councils  and 
local  bodies  to  be  grouped  together  for  the  pur- 
pose of  electing  Waste  Lands  Boards.  The 
County  Councils  and  local  bodies  should  have 
the  right  to  elect  a  member  of  the  Waste  Lands 
Board.  I  think  that  by  so  doing  we  should 
insure  having  the  views  of  the  settlers  on 
the  subject,  and  we  have  also  this  certainty: 
that  the  County  Councils  are  certainly  as 
much  interested,  from  their  own  point  of 
view,  in  the  new  and  rapid  settlement  of 
the  country,  as  any  private  individual  can  be, 
because,  as  far  as  I  know,  throughout  the 
whole  of  New  Zealand  County  Councils  are 
generally  impecunious,  and  anxious  to  have  a 
large  rating-area  as  soon  as  they  can.  It  has 
been  argued  against  Waste  Lands  Boards  that 
they  are  expensive,  and  that  a  large  amount  is 
paid  in  their  maintenance.  I  admit  it  seems  a 
considerable  sum,  but,  as  has  been  mentioned 
by  the  Minister  of  Lands,  £905  has  been  spent 
in  fees  and  £1,305  in  travelling-expenses,  the 
whole  amounting  to  £2,210.  If  this  is  the 
case,  and  if  the  services  of  forty-five  men 
throughout  the  whole  of  New  Zealand  can  be 
procured  for  the  sum  of  £2,210  to  carry  out 
what  is  certainly  one  of  the  most  vital  ques- 
tions in  New  Zealand, — the  settlement  of  the 
land, — I  say  it  is  not  at  all  on  outside  value 
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for  their  services.    Now,  I  heard  a  zemark  not 

long  ago  that  certain  honourable  members  have 
been  seen  travelling  on  the  railways  with  their 
passes  in  their  waistcoats,  and  charging  their  ex- 
penses to  the  Waste  Lands  Boards.  I  have  never 
seen  that  done ;  but,  if  it  has  been  done,  then  I 
say  our  Audit  Department  and  IJands  Depart- 
ment have  been  very  careless  not  to  succeed  in 
checking  such  a  pernicious  practice  at  once. 
Kow,  it  has  been  said,  and  justly  too,  that  the 
Land  Board  arrangements  in  Wellington  are 
unsatisfactory,  because  two  members  come  from 
one  extreme  end  of  the  district  to  attend  the 
Land  Board  meetings  in  Wellington,  and  their 
travelling  -  expenses  amount  to  a  very  large 
sum.  That  is  perfectly  true,  and  I  think  the 
late  Minister  of  Lands  did  act  very  unwisely  in 
choosing  two  members  for  the  Waste  Lands 
Board  from  a  remote  part  of  the  provincial  dis- 
trict. One  member  from  that  district  was  a 
necessity,  I  believe ;  but,  as  it  is,  both  gentlemen 
come  from  the  centre  of  the  bush-dibtrict  now 
being  settled  in  North  Wairarapa.  It  was 
necessary  that  there  should  be  one  representa- 
tive of  the  district  on  the  Board,  and  I  think 
the  amount  of  £160  a  year  paid  to  secure  the 
attendance  of  that  gentleman  at  the  Board  was 
not  a  very  large  sum  to  pay  for  the  services  of 
an  experienced  man.  Sir,  I  could  say  a  great 
deal  more  on  this  point,  but  I  feel  that  the  de- 
bate is  rather  wearying  the  House,  and  it  is 
quite  possible  that  a  similar  debate  may  take 
place  when  the  Bill  comes  back  from  the  Waste 
Lands  Committee ;  and,  if  it  does  not  come 
back  in  the  shape  in  which  I  hope  it  will 
come  back,  it  will  be  my  duty  to  again  call 
attention  to  the  clauses  to  which  I  object,  and 
I  give  notice  that  it  is  my  intention  to  pro- 
pose a  clause  which  will  have  for  its  efiect  the 
election  of  members  of  the  Waste  Lands  Boards 
in  the  way  I  have  indicated,  with  a  certain 
proportion  nominated.  I  gladly  support  the 
Bill,  with  the  exception  of  the  clauses  I  have 
mentioned,  and  I  trust  the  honourable  gentle- 
man will  be  able  to  carry  his  measure— the 
first  he  has  introduced— through  this  House  in 
a  satisfactory  manner. ' 

Major  STEWARD.  — Although  previous 
speakers  have  gone  prettjr  fully  into  the 
merits  of  this  Bill,  it  is  one  in  which  so  much 
interest  is  taken  in  the  district  I  have  the 
honour  to  represent  that  I  feel  I  cannot  allow 
it  to  pass  through  its  {nresent  stage  without 
Baying  a  few  words  on  it.  Now,  although  I 
happen  to  sit  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  House 
to  the  honourable  gentleman  who  brings  in 
this  measure,  I  am  noi  one  of  those  who  think 
that  no  good  can  come  out  of  Nazareth.  On 
the  contrary,  I  heartily  concur  in  the  opinion 
expressed  by  one  of  the  honourable  member's 
own  supporters  as  to  his  eminent  qualifica- 
tions for  the  office  he  holds ;  and  I  congratulate 
him  very  heartily  on  having  brought  down  this 
Bill,  in  which  I  think  there  are  many  distinct 
improvements  on  the  provisions  of  the  present 
Land  Act.  Now,  it  has  often  been  said  in  this 
House,  and  out  of  it,  too,  for  that  matter,  that 
oui  system  of  land-laws  in  New  Zealand  is  far 
too  complicated.  It  has  been  said  that  we 
Mr.  Beetham 


have  too  many  systems,  and  that  it  is  qnit» 
impossible  for  any  one  to  comprehend  what 
is  really  the  land-law  of  New  Zealand.  I  have 
never  agreed  with  that  view,  because  I  have 
held  it  was  desirable  that  we  should  have  as 
many  systems  as  might  be  requited  to  suit  dif- 
ferent circumstances  and  different  classes  of 
people  wishing  to  occupy  the  lands  of  the 
colony.  But  the  one  thing  that  has  been 
wanting  is  this:  Instead  of  a  certain  pieoe  of 
land  being  opened  in  one  part  of  the  country 
which  could  only  be  settled  under  one  system, 
and  another  block  being  opened  in  another 
part  of  the  country  which  could  only  be  settled 
under  another  system,  and,  again,  a  third 
block  being  opened  to  be  only  settled  under 
a  third  system,  what  was  wanted  was  that 
there  should  be  a  free  choice  of  system. 
Under  the  present  system  the  whole  thing 
depended  on  the  will  of  the  Minister  for  the 
time  being,  and  so  long  as  that  sort  of  thing 
obtained  there  was  the  greatest  possible 
cause  of  complaint  and  the  greatest  possible 
dissatisfaction.  It  was  therefore  with  a  great 
deal  of  pleasure  that  I  noted  that  the  cardinal 
feature  of  this  Bill  is  that  henceforth — if  the 
measure  pass — there  will  be  unfettered  option 
on  the  part  of  those  who  wish  to  select  land  as 
to  the  system  they  will  select  under.  That 
being  provided,  we  do  away  with  all  the  com- 
plaints with  regard  to  complication,  and  every 
person  con  be  satisfied  no  matter  what  his  pre- 
dilections are  :  the  deferred-payment  system, 
the  oash-sale  system,  and  the  perpetual-  lease 
system  will  be  equally  open  to  all  in  every  pact 
of  the  country.  I  think  that  is  a  very  distinct 
advance,  and  I  congratulate  the  honourable 
gentleman  on  that  leading  feature  of  his  Bill. 
Now,  another  feature  of  this  Bill  which  com- 
mends itself  to  me  is  that  which  proposes  to 
allow  of  the  classification  of  Crown  lands.  That 
is  not  a  new  feature.  Honourable  members 
who  were  here  in  1885  may  remember  that, 
when  the  present  Land  Act  was  being  passed, 
certain  clauses,  almost  in  the  very  words  of 
some  of  the  clauses  of  this  Bill,  were  introduced 
in  the  measure  then  before  the  House.  They 
were  introduced  at  my  instance  when  the  Bill 
was  before  the  Waste  Lands  Committee,  and 
were  brought  down  in  the  Bill  as  it  was  re- 
ported by  that  Committee.  Those  clauses  pro- 
posed, as  it  is  proposed  here,  that  there  should 
bo  the  power  to  fix  the  price  of  second-clasft 
hmd  at  not  less  than  10s.  nor  more  than  £1 10s. 
an  acre.  In  this  House  a  division  was  taken 
on  that  proposal,  and  it  was  carried  by  a  ma- 
jority of  SI  to  28,  I  think ;  and  that  provision 
was  retained  as  an  integral  part  of  the  Bill 
as  it  was  sent  up  to  another  branch  of  the 
Legislature,  where  it  was  struck  out  with  some 
other  useful  provisions ;  and,  although  a  Confer- 
ence took  place,  this  provision  failed  of  being 
restored.  There  was  also  in  the  Bill  of  1885 — 
and  I  am  glad  to  see  it  in  the  present  Bill — a 
provision  extending  the  area  of  second-class 
land  that  could  be  taken  up  under  the  deferred- 
payment  system  by  any  one  person  from 
320  acres — the  maximum  under  the  present 
Act — to  not  azoeeding  2,000  acres ;   but  that 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1887.] 


LandBiU. 


[HOUSE.] 


Land  BiU. 


151 


uxmsion  was  also  excised  in  another  place. 
Bat  I  do  trust  that  on  the  piesent  occasion 
it  will  pass  through  all  the  ordeals  in  both 
Houses  successfully  and  become  law.  The  pro- 
visions enabling  the  price  of  seoond-class  land 
to  be  reduced,  and  also  allowing  each  holder  to 
take  up  a  larger  area  under  the  deierred-pay- 
ment  system,  are  just  the  provisions  that  are 
needed  to  enable  settlement  to  proceed  in  the 
Cajiterbury  Provincial  District.  There  the  land 
is  open  for  free  selection  for  cash  at  £2  an  acre ; 
bat  all  the  really  good  agricultural  land,  in- 
deed nearly  all  the  land  that  could  bo  used  for 
agricultural  purposes,  has  long  ago  passed  into 
the  hands  of  private  individuals ;  and  thus, 
while  with  one  oreath  you  say  the  land  is  open 
to  the  people,  you  with  the  next  breath  say 
they  cannot  have  it  unless  they  pay  £2  an  acre 
for  it ;  and  they  are  not  likely  to  pay  £2  an  acre 
for  land  that  is  not  worth  it,  and  few  wishing  to 
take  up  land  have  the  necessary  means  to  take 
up  a  suSScient  area  of  such  laud  as  is  available 
and  could  be  occupied  profitably.  Again,  the 
maxinium  holding  of  second-class  land  needs 
to  be  extended  very  much  beyond  820  acres ; 
for,  while  320  acres  of  agricultural  land  is 
enough  to  enable  a  man  to  support  himself 
and  his  family,  320  acres  which  can  only 
he  devoted  to  pastoral  purposes  is  certainly 
not  sufficient ;  and  the  limitation  to  320 
acres  has  acted  as  an  absolute  barrier  to 
the  land  being  taken  up  on  the  deferred, 
payment  system.  Kow,  there  are  con- 
siderable areas  of  land  that  con  be  cut  out . 
from  large  pastoral  holdings — in  some  cases^ 
from  five  thousand  to  ten  thousand  acres,  or 
even  more  —  which,  under  provisions  such  as 
are  proposed  in  this  Bill,  would  be  eagerly 
taken  up  by  farmers'  sons,  thrifty  shepherds, 
and  people  of  that  class,  who  have  saved  per- 
haps from  £400  to  £700  each ;  and  there  are 
many  of  them  who  would  be  glad  to  take  up 
a  thousand,  fifteen  hundred,  or  two  thousand 
acres  on  which  to  make  homes  of  their  own, 
and  upon  which  they  would  be  enabled  to 
aappoit  themselves  and  their  families  in  com- 
fort. I  congratulate  the  honourable  gentle- 
man, therefore,  on  having  brought  down  clauses 
which,  I  believe,  will  largely  conduce  to 
the  extension  of  settlement  in  the  Canterbury 
District  in  particular.  Now,  in  connection 
with  that  I  wUl  refer  to  the  objection  of  the 
honourable  member  for  Waihemo  to  clause  10, 
which  says, — 

"  No  person  shall  be  entitled  to  purchase  for 
cash  within  any  one  survey  district  more  than 
six  hundred  and  forty  acres  of  ordinary  land 
and  two  thousand  acres  of  second-class  land 
under  this  Act.  And  every  person  applying  for 
land  for  cash  shall,  before  he  makes  his  ap- 
plication or  within  three  days  thereafter,  make 
and  lodge  a  declaration,  in  a  form  to  be  pre- 
pared by  the  Commissioner." 

The  honourable  gentleman  said  that,  while 
the  object  is  to  prevent  the  aggregation  of  large 
blocks  of  land  into  single  holdings,  this  clause 
will  not  eSect  what  it  is  intended  to  effect ; 
and  I  fear  it  vdllnot.  The  object  of  the  section 
has  my  entire  approval,   and  I  think  it  will 


have  the  approval  of  all  those  who  desire  to  sea 
that  it  shall  not  be  possible  for  a  number  of 
persons  to  agree  to  purchase  sections  as  agents 
for  one  individual,  who  in  this  way  mi^t  be 
able  to  obtain  an  estate  of  twenty  thousand 
acres  at  10s.  an  acre,  by  taking  two  thousand 
acres  from  each  nominal  buyer,  and  so  be 
enabled  to  obtain  a  very  large  block  almost  aa 
rapidly  as  if  he  had  hi.,iself  bought  it  all  direct 
from  the  Crown.  I  hope  the  honourable  gentle- 
man will  be  able  to  draft  another  clause  and 
submit  it  in  Committee — a  clause  calculated  to 
be  more  effective  than  the  one  now  in  the  Bill. 
If  the  thing  works  out  in  this  way,  it  seems  to 
me  that,  whilst  we  might  be  doing  a  great  deal 
of  good,  yet  at  the  same  time  much  evil  would 
also  be  done :  and  it  is  absolutely  necessary  that 
we  should  have  further  safeguards  than  are  pro- 
vided in  clause  11.  Clause  13  provides  a  neces- 
sary sequiiur,  as  I  think,  of  clause  9.  This  clause 
13  was  objected  to  by  the  honourable  member 
for  Waihemo,  on  the  ground  that  it  took  away 
all  the  safeguard  for  bona  fide  settlement  oi 
deferred-payment  lands.  I  think  the  honoux- 
able  gentleman  was  speaking  a  little  without 
book  there,  for  I  can  scarcely  think  that,  well 
as  he  is  acquainted  with  the  Land  Act,  he 
could  have  recently  referred  to  the  clause  or 
portions  of  the  clause  which  it  is  here  proposed 
to  repeal ;  for,  if  he  turns  to  subsections  (5)  to 
(8)  of  section  114,  which  are  not  to  be  appli- 
cable to  these  extended  areas,  he  will  see  at 
once  why  these  lands  are  to  be  exempted  from 
the  operation  of  those  subsections.  These  pro- 
vide, in  the  case  of  a  licensee  of  rural  land, 
that  he  is  to  cultivate  one-twentieth  of  the 
land  during  the  first  year  from  the  date  of  his 
license,  another  one-twentieth  in  the  second 
year,  and  one-fifth  of  the  land  within  four 
years,  and  so  on.  Now,  as  the  land  to  be 
dealt  with  is  not  agricultural  but  pastoral  land, 
it  is  quite  evident  that  this  provision  could  not 
be  insisted  upon  in  regard  to  land  to  be  held 
in  holdings  of  a  thousand,  fifteen  hundred,  or 
two  thousand  acres  mainly  intended  to  be  de- 
voted to  pastoral  purposes.  Necessarily,  there 
must  be  modifications,  and  I  think  that  the 
modifications  here  provided  for  ore  reasonable. 
These  require  that  he  shall  put  substantial  im- 
provements upon  the  land,  to  the  value  of  10 
per  cent,  in  the  first  year,  another  10  per  cent, 
during  the  second  year,  and  altogether  30  per 
cent,  within  the  first  three  years.  That,  I 
think,  is  a  sufficient  safeguard  for  the  bon&- 
,^(2e-Eettlement  intentions  of  the  holders.  An- 
other feature  of  the  Bill  of  which  I  heartily 
approve  is  that  which  deals  with  the  provisoes 
to  sections  237  and  240  of  the  Land  Act. 
Those  provisoes  will  be  found  attached  to 
the  sections  of  the  Act  which  deal  with  the 
management  of  education  reserves  and  other 
endowment  reserves.  The  object  of  those 
clauses  is  this :  that,  whenever  lands  have  been 
set  apart  for  these  purposes,  they  should  be 
capable  of  being  utiUsed  for  settlement  without 
interfering  with  the  trustees  in  the  disposal  of 
the  revenue.  Instances  have  occurred,  how- 
ever, with  which  the  Minister  of  Lands  is  quite 
familiar,  in  which  eflorts  have  been  fruitlessly 
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made  to  induce  the  bodies  having  the  adminis- 
tiation  of  these  reserves  so  to  deal  with  them 
that  they  might  be  utilised  for  settlement  pur- 
poses ;  the  Boards  having  control  of  these  lands 
Laving  refused  to  do  so.  Power  is  now  given 
to  the  Governor  in  Council  to  require  thai 
these  lands  shall  be  so  dealt  with ;  and  the 
Minister  is  quite  right  in  saying  that  that 
power  will  seldom  require  to  be  exercised, 
because  the  knowledge  that  it  exists  will 
induce  the  bodies  who  have  control  of  these 
lands  to  pay  some  regard  to  the  interests 
of  settlement  and  the  wishes  of  the  people. 
I  touched  to  some  extent  upon  this  matter 
when  moving,  the  other  day,  the  second  read- 
ing of  a  measure  which  had  this  very  object 
in  view.  I  will  bring  the  matter  clearly  be- 
fore the  minds  of  honourable  members  by  the 
following  statement :  If  they  will  turn  to  the 
tetums  to  be  found  in  the  Appendices  of  the 
Journals  of  the  House,  1885-86,  they  will  find 
that  the  area  of  education  reserves  amounts,  in 
{he  Provincial  Districts  of  Otago  and  Canterbury 
alone,  to  880,000  acres.  Among  these  educa- 
tion reserves  there  are  153  the  acreage  of  which 
ranges  from  fifty  acres  to  one  hundred  thousand 
acres,  and,  of  these,  139  range  between  fifty 
and  a  thousand  acres  each.  These  reserves 
are  scattered  all  over  the  counlity,  and  many 
of  them  are  situated  in  precisely  the  positions 
where  they  could  bo  utilised  with  the  greatest 
advantage  for  such  purposes  as  village  settle- 
ments, small  holdings,  and  small  farms ;  and  if 
they  were  so  utilised  the  necessity  for  such  a 
measure  as  the  Land  Acquisition  Bill  or  a  Land 
for  Settlement  Bill  would  be  almost  entirely 
done  away  with.  The  honourable  member  for 
Masterton  spoke  of  the  Land  Acquisition  Bill 
or  any  measure  of  that  sort  as  a  most  empirical 
proposal,  one  that  was  under  no  circumstances 
necessary.  I  do  not  agree  with  him.  I  believe 
there  are,  as  is  the  South  Island — even  if  the 
education  reserves  were  dealt  with  as  I  have 
recommended — places,  like  Oamaru  and  others, 
where  it  would  be  very  desirable,  if  the  land 
could  be  obtained  at  a  reasonable  price,  that  it 
should  be  so  obtained  and  cut  up  into  small 
holdings  and  leased  for  the  benefit  of  the  labour- 
ing population,  and  for  small  farmers  also.  But 
the  instances  in  which  it  would  be  necessary 
to  so  acquire  land  would  be  very  few  if  the 
education  reserves  could  be  rendered  available 
for  purposes  of  settlement  as  here  proposed. 
I  do  hope,  therefore,  that  the  Minister  will  per- 
severe with  this  proposal,  and  that  we  shall  have 
it  this  year  assented  to;  and  then  the  necessity 
for  coming  down  with  anything  like  a  Land 
Acquisition  Bill  will  be  postponed  for  some 
years  to  come.  I  touched,  a  short  time  ago, 
upon  the  necessity  for  some  further  provision, 
as  following  out  the  intention  of  clause  10,  to 
prevent  the  pastoral  estate  of  the  Crown  from 
being  bought  up  at  the  low  price  of  10s.  an 
acre.  If  most  of  the  pastoral  country  is  to 
come  under  the  definition  of  second-class  land, 
the  whole  of  which  may  be  purchased  at  10s. 
an  acre,  I  incline  to  think  that  the  honourable 
gentleman  will  find  that  it  will  be  speedily 
disposed  of  in  the  way  I  have  indicated; 
Ilaoor  Steward 


and  it  would  not  be  at  all  desirable  that 
that  should  happen,  for,  if  there  be  any  land 
that  should  be  kept  as  a  national  endowment, 
it  should  be  our  pastoral  estate.  I  think  the 
honourable  gentleman,  if  he  agrees  with  me  in 
that,  will  feel  it  his  duty  to  devise  some  clanse 
which  will  prevent  this  result,  which,  I  again 
say,  may  possibly  happen  if  the  Bill  is  pass^  in 
its  present  form.  I  do  not  intend  to  delay  the 
House  by  going  into  other  features  of  the  Bill, 
but  there  is  one  matter  to  which  I  must  just 
refer,  and  that  is  the  proposal  to  do  away 
with  Waste  Lands  Boards  altogether.  I  am  free 
to  admit  that  under  the  Eidministration  of 
the  Waste  Lands  Boards  everything  that  we 
could  have  wished  has  not  happened,  and  that 
many  things  that  we  should  have  wished  other- 
wise have  happened ;  but  I  doubt  whether  the 
proposal  which  is  made  in  this  Bill  will  not 
bring  with  it,  if  carried  into  effect,  greater  evils 
than  those  we  are  at  present  regretting.  The 
honourable  member's  chief  argument  in  bivotir 
of  the  change  which  he  proposes  to  make  is,  as 
I  understood  him,  that  he  wants  to  do  away  with 
the  roundabout  method  at  present  in  vogne, 
which  interposes  difficulties  and  delays  between 
the  making  application  for  land  and  the  time 
of  actually  getting  the  land.  It  is  a  very  good 
object ;  but  I  fear  that,  if  everything  is  to  be 
referred  to  Wellington,  and  if  the  number  of 
cases  brought  before  the  Waste  Lands  Board  of 
Otago  is  any  criterion  of  the  number  of  cases 
brought  before  other  Boards  in  the  colony,  and 
if  the  whole  of  these  have  to  be  brought  before 
the  Minister,  he  will  not  be  able  to  give  matters 
that  prompt  attention  which  he  desires  to  give, 
and  that  the  condition  of  affairs,  in  that  case, 
will  be  worse  than  anything  now  to  be  observed. 
I  do  not  know  that  it  would  not  be  wiser  to 
take  some  less  sweeping  step  in  the  meantime. 
I  should  like  to  see  the  Waste  Lands  Board,  if 
possible,  brought  more  into  touch  with  the 
people  thsLU  they  are  at  the  present  time  under 
the  nomination  system.  I  think  that  there 
should  be  some  nominated  members  on  the 
Board,  but  that  mostly  it  should  be  an  elective 
body.  If  a  Board  of  this  kind  cajinot  be  devised, 
then  I  think  that,  if  the  Boards  were  made  to 
consist  of  a  smaller  number  of  members,  as 
suggested  by  the  honourable  member  for  Wai- 
hemo,  say,  three,  we  should  arrive  at  a  better 
solution  of  the  difficulty  than  we  shall  by 
leaving  the  whole  matter  to  the  Minister. 
That  is  a  matter  which,  no  doubt,  will  be  care- 
fully considered.  In  the  meantime,  I  simply 
express  my  own  view,  and  I  shall,  between  this 
and  the  next  time  that  the  Bill  appears  before 
us,  endeavour  to  give  it  the  closest  possible 
attention,  with  a  view  to  seeing  what  will  be 
the  best  step  in  that  direction.  With  this  one 
exception,  upon  which  I  cannot  quite  see  my 
way  at  present  to  go  heartily  with  the  Minister, 
the  Bill  in  the  main  has  my  approval.  I  con- 
gratulate him  very  heartily  upon  those  features 
in  the  measure  of  which  I  have  expressed  ap- 
proval. I  believe  this  Bill  contains  a  number 
of  proposals  which  will  be  of  great  benefit  to 
the  colony,  and  that  its  result  will  be  to  give 
an  impetus  to  settlement,  and  greatly  help  the 
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eoniitry  to  recoTer  from  the  depression  trnder 
vhich  it  is  sufEeiing. 

Sir  J.  VOGEL.— Sir,  I  cannot  help  thinking 
the  honourable  gentleman  who  introduced  this 
,  BiU  does  not  fully  realise  its  efiect  as  it  is 
brought  down  before  us,  or,  it  he  does  so,  then 
I  say  that  it  introduces  a  policy  of  quite  a  new 
character  and  of  momentous  importance  ;  for, 
as  I  read  the  measure — and  I  have  studied  it 
carefully — it  means  neither  more  nor  less,  in  its 
present  shape,  than  to  enable  the  Government 
to  make  forced  sales  of  the  principal  lands  re- 
maining to  the  Crown.  Before  I  proceed  bo 
criticize  tiie  Bill  I  should  like  to  make  a  few 
remarks  upon  the  quantity  of  land  which  re- 
mains at  the  disposition  of  the  colony.  I  find, 
by  a  return  which  has  been  laid  on  the  table 
of  the  House,  that  the  area  of  land  already 
disposed  of,  either  by  sale  or  otherwise,  is 
18,400,000  acres;  of  which,  12,700,000  acres 
have  been  sold,  and  5,700,000  acres  have  been 
given  away  in  grants  or  reserved.  No  less  a 
sum  than  £12,800,000  in  cash  has  been 
received  as  the  result  of  the  sale  of  these 
Grown  lands,  of  which  amount  Canterbury 
contributed  nearly  half  —  £6,000,000  —  and 
Otago  and  Southland  £3,600,000.  We  are 
told  that  the  area  remaining  open  for  selec- 
tion now  is  11,500,000  acres ;  besides  which 
there  remains  for  future  disposal,  irrespective 
of  Native  lands,  19,600,000  acres.  Of  course,  of 
this  land  remaining  open  for  selection,  irrespec- 
tive of  Native  lands,  and  amounting,  in  round 
figures,  to  about  thirty  million  acres,  there  is 
not  much  which  can  be  considered  as  equal  to 
that  which  has  already  been  selected.  It  is,  of 
course,  natural  that  the  best  land  should  go 
first.  On  the  other  hand  it  has  to  be  recol- 
lected that,  as  population  increases,  and  as 
there  is  a  larger  demand  in  the  way  of  local 
wants,  and  as  interest  falls,  the  price  of  the 
land  which  remains  to  us  should  not  show  a 
very  great  disparity  as  compared  with  the  land 
sold  in  the  past.  Then,  there  is  another  point  I 
should  like  to  coll  the  honourable  gentleman's 
attention  to,  and  it  is  this :  that  the  average 
areas  held  by  single  owners  in  the  colony  are 
very  large,  unduly  large,  in  my  opinion.  There 
are  1,924  persons  holding  each  over  a  thousand 
acres,  under  difierent  holdings,  including  free- 
holds and  leaseholds,  but  not  pastoral  leases ; 
they  absorb  no  less  than  12,600,000  acres,  or  an 
average  to  each  person  holding  them  of  6,564 
acres.  Surely  it  is  uot  desirable  that  we  should 
increase  this  average.  Legislation,  or,  at  any 
rate,  the  desire  to  legislate,  appears  to  be  in  the 
contrary  direction,  for  we  have  had,  at  various 
times,  attempts  made,  with  more  or  less  of 
approval  by  members  on  both  sides  of  the 
House,  to  buy  back  some  of  the  land  held  in 
excessively  large  holdings.  And  yet  this  is  a 
measure  which  goes  in  an  exactly  opposite  direc- 
tion. It  is  a  measure  which,  in  my  opinion, 
will  increase  the  size  of  the  holdings  instead 
of  diminishing  it.  I  may  be  wrong,  but  in 
my  opinion  the  result  of  this  Bill  will  be  a  war 
between  the  landed  and  the  landless  classes. 
We  are  proceeding  in  an  exactly  opposite  direc- 
tion to  the  course  adopted  in  other  countries, 


where  the  inclination  is  to  reduce  the  size  of 
holdings,  tknd  to  enable  small  proprietors  to 
hold  the  soil.  I  express  this  opinion,  and  it 
must  be  taken  for  what  it  is  worth  :  that  if,  by 
the  greed  of  great  land-speculation,  this  Bill 
is  passed,  the  inevitable  result  will  be  a  very 
severe  graduated  land-tax,  if  the  colony  finds 
that  it  is  dispossessed  of  its  lands  at  unfsur 
prices  as  the  result  of  passing  this  measure. 
We  shall  then  have  to  insist  upon  the  land- 
owners paying  a  heavy  graduated  tax  in  pro- 
g>rtion  to  the  extent  of  theirQholdings.  This 
ill,  as  I  read  it,  enables  persons  to  buy  land 
to  an  unlimited  extent.  It  is  a  Bill  to  en- 
courage dummyism,  if,  indeed,  dommyism  is 
necessary ;  for  it  is  so  open  under  this  Bill  to 
obtain  unlimited  areas  that  real  dummyism 
would  only  require  to  be  concealed  under  the 
thinnest  of  veils.  Permission  is  given  to  pur- 
chase 2,000  acres  within  each  survey  district. 
It  appears  to  be  open  to  the  Qovemment-'to 
appoint  as  many  survey  districts  as  they 
choose. 

Mr.  G.  P.  RICHARDSON.— The  survey  dis- 
tricts have  been  determined  for  years. 

Sir  J.  VOGEL. — ^Is  there  no  power  of  alter- 
ing them  ? 

Mr.  G.  F.  RICHARDSON.— The  whole  of 
our  records  are  based  on  them,  and  the  survey 
business  is  transacted  on  them. 

Sir  J.  VOGEL. — I  am  obliged  to  the  honour- 
able gentleman  for  the  information.  Will  he 
further  say  how  many  there  are  in  the  colony  ? 

Mr.  G.  F.  RICHARDSON.  — I  cannot  say 
that ;  bat  they  average  100,000  acres  each. 

Sir  J.  VOGEL.— That  is  about  250  survey 
districts,  or,  in  other  words,  permission  is  given 
to  eEich  individual  to  purchase  500,000  acres. 
I  am  obliged  to  the  honourable  gentleman  for 
the  information,  and  hardly  think  it  will  be 
necessary  to  increase  the  number  of  survey 
districts  in  order  to  give  full  play  to  persons 
desirous  of  obtaining  large  holdings.  Well, 
Sir,  as  regards  dummyism,  it  is  open  under  this 
Bill,  apparently,  that  each  man  con  buy  land, 
and  his  wife  and  his  uncles  and  his  aunts,  his 
sisters  and  brothers  and  children,  and  his  man- 
servant and  his  maidservant  can  all  buy  land. 
In  fact,  I  cannot  see  anything  to  prevent  one 
family  from  becoming  very  large  possessors  oiE 
land  without  going  outside  their  own  limits. 
It  is  true  there  must  be  a  declaration,  and 
I  do  not  know  why  the  honourable  gentleman 
has  not  put  that  declaration  in  the  BUI ; 
it  has  been  usual  to  do  so.  I  have  taken  a 
ver^  high  legal  opinion  this  afternoon,  and 
it  IS  to  this  effect :  that  it  would  not  be 
possible  to  put  anything  into  the  declaration 
which  would  at  all  meet  with  the  statutory 
powers  set  out  in  the  Bill.  So  that  if  the 
honourable  gentleman  relies  on  that  declara- 
tion I  do  not  think  he  will  iind  it  will  enable 
him  to  stop  dummyism.  And  even  supposing  a 
penalty  is  imposed  and  can  be  enforced — that  is 
to  say,  that  the  person  who  had  bought  for  some 
particular  monopolist,  having  sold  the  land  to 
him  in  defiance  of  the  declaration  which  is  not 
set  forth,  and  which  a  high  legal  opinion  says 
is  of  no  effect,  is  convicted  of  havmg  broken 
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the  law — ^what  ig  the-  penalty  ?  Twenty-five 
per  cent.  It  seems  a  large  amount,  but 
to  persons  who  desire  to  haye  land  in  large 
quantities  2s.  6d.  an  acre  is  a  small  amount. 
Persons  who  are  willing  to  give  lOs.  an  acre  for 
land  would  be  quite  willing  to  give  12s.  6d. 
Persons  who  secure  land  in  this  way — and 
many  of  them  are  forced  to  do  it,  as  I  shall 
show  before  I  have  finished — buy  the  land  with 
the  expectation  of  getting  a  large  additional 
value  for  it  when  population  increases.  The 
price  of  produce  at  the  present  time  has  very 
little  to  do  with  speculations  of  this  kind,  for 
produce  is  certain  to  rise.  As  history  tells  us, 
wars  will  break  out  in  other  countries,  and 
then  the  produce  of  these  distant  parts  of  the 
world  is  sure  to  rise,  and  with  it  the  price  of 
land.  There  is  nothing,  therefore,  to  prevent 
an  era  of  speculation  because  of  a  penalty  of 
2s.  6d.  an  acre.  The  honourable  gentleman 
will  tell  me  that  it  is  only  second-class  which 
is  to  be  put  up  at  lOs.  an  acre  ;  but  it  appears 
to  me  that  this  is  a  matter  which  is  to  be  left 
entirely  in  the  hands  of  the  Minister,  because 
he  abolishes  all  the  Land  Boards  in  the  colony. 
There  is  thus  an  end  to  all  local  control  and 
all  local  representation,  and  the  Minister 
places  himself  in  direct  communication 
with  the  persons  who  may  be  forced,  as  I 
shall  show,  to  buy  land,  or  who  may  be  de- 
sirous of  entering  into  the  speculation.  Then, 
not  only  is  this  Bill  framed  so  as  to  enable  all  the 
pastort^  land  in  the  colony  to  be  locked  up,  but 
so  as  to  destroy  our  present  pastoral  revenue  of 
nearly  £200,000  a  year.  Also,  for  the  first  time, 
power  is  given  to  obtain  freeholds  on  the  gold- 
fields.  A  number  of  persons  who  now  have 
land  on  goldfields,  and  cannot  get  freeholds 
from  it  will  by  this  measure  be  permitted  to 
do  so.  I  have  no  doubt  that  honourable  mem- 
bers have  observed  a  sort  of  foot-note  to  the 
effect  that  the  land  on  the  goldfields  will  be 
subject  to  the  Act  which  provides  for  the  re- 
sumption of  lands  in  case  they  prove  auriferous. 
I  do  not  know  how  such  a  clause  could  have  got 
into  the  Bill.  It  seems  to  have  been  put  in  by 
a  layman  and  not  by  a  lawyer,  for  it  is  mere 
surplusage.  All  lands  sold  since  1873,  whe- 
ther on  goldfields  or  not,  are  amenable  to  this 
provision  as  to  the  taking  of  land  if  it  is  auri- 
ferous, and  that  provision  is  of  such  a  curious 
nature,  and  gives  so  little  facility  to  miners, 
that,  notwithstanding  the  law  has  been  in  force 
for  some  fifteen  years,  it  has  rarely,  if  ever, 
been  used.  So  much,  therefore,  for  the  protec- 
tion provided  by  the  measure  for  the  resump- 
tion of  private  land  if  it  prove  to  be  auriferous. 
It  appears  to  me  to  be  a  very  sad  thing  that 
we,  m  this  hurried  manner,  should  obliterate 
the  work  of  years.  We  have  for  the  last  six 
years  been  going  on  in  the  direction  of  carefully 
preserving  the  lands  of  the  colony  for  the  pur- 
pose of  settlement  and  of  discouraging  specu- 
lation. There  are  some  features  in  this  Bill 
which  give  relief  to  persons  who  have  bought 
with  a  view  to  settlement,  and  those  are  the 
spots  in  the  Bill  of  which  I  am  able  to  ap- 
prove. But  I  look,  as  I  am  entitled  to  on  its 
second  reading,  to  the  whole  scope  and  pur- 
Sir  J.  Vogel 


port  of  the  measure.  It  is  a  measure  to  re- 
verse the  direction  in  which  we  have  been 
proceeding  during  not  only  the  reign  of  the 

Itut  Government,  but  during  the  reign  of  the 
Government  which  preceded  it,  the  head  of 
which  Government  was  the  same  geutlemaa 
who  is  the  head  of  the  present  Grovetnment. 
We  are  going,  as  I  say,  in  the  direction  of  .un- 
doing all  the  work  of  the  last  two  Governments. 
If  the  Bill  merely  gave  a  choice  of  various 
tenures  to  persons  who  wished  to  acquire  land, 
if  the  Bill  contained  adequate  safeguards 
against  the  acquisition  of  enormous  tracts  of 
country,  I  should  speak  of  it  in  a  different 
tone  ;  but  it  appears  to  me  that  the  aid  which 
should  be  given  to  those  who  really  desire  to 
become  settlers  is  a  small  feature  in  the  Bill. 
The  prominent  feature  in  it  is  the  desire  to 
establish  a  system  by  which  the  Crown  lands 
of  the  colony  can  be  sacrificed  for  the  pur- 
pose of  obtELining  ready  money.  I  shall  pro- 
ceed to  remark  upon  a  few  of  the  points  of 
the  Bill,  although  it  may  bo  said  that  they 
can  be  remedied  in  Committee.  I  do  not 
think  it  is  right  that  the  Surveyor -General 
should  be  in  the  position  of  valuing  land.  It 
is  right,  I  think,  that  he  should  define  its 
nature  and  describe  what  it  is,  but  when  it 
comes  to  putting  a  commercial  value  upon  the 
laud  I  think  that  is  not  a  duty  which  ought  to  be 
intrusted  to  that  officer.  I  am  not  speaking  of 
the  gentleman  who  now  holds  that  office,  be- 
cause I  am  aware  that  no  one  could  be  better 
fitted  than  that  gentleman  to  do  anything  of 
the  kind ;  but  I  say  it  should  not  be  in  the 
nature  of  the  Surveyor-General's  business  to 
take  heed  of  the  commercial  value  of  land. 
As  regards  clause  3,  this  is  particularising 
where  I  have  before  generalised,  but  I  may  say 
that  it  will  enable  the  whole  of  the  pastonJ 
lands  of  Canterbury,  which  will  shortly  fall 
into  the  hands  of  the  Crovm,  to  be  purchased 
for  IDs.  an  acre,  notwithstanding  that  the  price 
hitherto  has  been  £2  an  acre,  and  that  a  large 
quantity  of  the  land  was  withdrawn  some  eight 
years  ago,  I  think,  under  the  declaration  that  it 
was  not  desirable  that  it  should  be  taken  up  at 
£2  an  acre.  This  land  is  now  to  be  offered  at 
10s.  an  acre.  I  put  it  to  the  House,  is  it  a  fair 
thing  to  those  who,  over  a  long  course  of  years, 
have  purchased  from  the  Crown  at  a  so  much 
larger  price,  that  this  reduction  should  now 
take  place  ?  As  regards  the  proposal  for  the 
unsurveyed  land,  I  have  treated  it  as  being 
under  the  nominal  restriction  of  2,000  acres ; 
but  it  is  not  at  all  clear  that  it  is  so.  It  is  not 
cleu  that  the  honourable  gentleman  means  to 
limit  persons  applying  for  unsurveyed  land  to 
the  640  acres  of  first-class  land  or  2,000  acres 
of  second-class  land.  Again,  I  took  a  legal 
opinion  upon  that  subject  this  afternoon,  and 
that  opinion  was  that  it  was  exceedingly  doubt- 
ful what  was  meant,  and  that  it  was  trans- 
parently absurd  to  suppose  that  persons  who 
wanted  a  large  quantity  of  land  for  their  wives 
and  sisters,  and  aunts  and  uncles,  and  so  on, 
would  be  content  to  make  an  application  for 
2,000  acres.  Perhaps  the  honourable  gentle- 
man will  say  if  it  is  the  intention  of  the  Bill 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1887.] 


Land  Bill. 


[HOUSE.] 


Land  Bill. 


165 


that  peisonii  applying  for  Tmsnnreyed  land  are 
to  limit  their  application  to  640  or  3,000  acres. 

Mr.  G.  P.  KICHARDSON.— The  equality  of 
the  land  will  be  ascertained  before  it  u  opened, 
even  as  nnsnrveyed. 

Sir  J.  YOGSL. — All  that  is  in  the  patronage 
of  the  Govemment ;  and  that  does  not  go  to 
the  root  of  the  question  I  am  asking.  What  I 
want  to  know  is  this :  If  a  person  wants  to  pur- 
chase twenty  thousand  acres  of  onsurveyed  land, 
whether  he  must  send  in  twenty  apphcations 
in  different  names,  or  whether  he  could  send  in 
one  application  in  his  own  name  and  undertake 
to  find  the  money  for  the  twenty  thousand 
acres.  It  is  always  usual  in  measures  of  this 
kind  to  attach  a  fly-page  showing  the  altera- 
tions in  the  law  proposed  to  be  effected  by  the 
Bill.  The  honourable  gentleman  has  explained 
to  me  that  he  inadvertently  omitted  to  do  that. 
It  is  a  convenient  plan,  because  we  know  then, 
without  argument,  what  is  the  intention  of  the 
BUI.  Now,  however,  each  person  must  form 
his  own  opinion,  supplemented,  of  course,  by 
the  remarks  of  the  honourable  gentleman  in 
moving  the  second  reading.  I  was  unfortunate 
enough  not  to  hear  the  remarks  of  the  honour- 
able gentleman,  and  therefore  I  have  had  to 
interpret  the  Bill  to  the  best  of  my  ability. 
This  Bill  means,  first  of  all,  an  enormous  amount 
of  patronage  to  the  Government.  The  abolition 
of  the  Waste  Lands  Boards  throughout  the 
country  throws  upon  the  Minister  in  Welling- 
ton the  whole  weight  of  deciding  from  one  end 
of  the  country  to  the  other  who  shall  or  who 
shall  not  be  allowed  to  enjoy  the  advantages 
which  this  Bill  will  bestow.  I  do  not  think, 
whatever  may  be  the  cost  of  the  present 
Jjand  Boards,  that  the  various  districts  of 
the  colony  which  hitherto  have  enjoyed  their 
assistance  will  be  willing  to  part  with  them ; 
and,  no  matter  what  can  be  said  in  the  interests 
d  retrenchment,  such  a  piece  of  centralisation 
— it  is  neither  more  nor  less — ^will  not  be  accept- 
able to  the  colony,  in  my  opinion.  Then,  the 
small-run  system  is  ended.  Twenty  thousand 
acres  cannot  be  considered  a  small  run  in  a 
colony  like  this.  Virtually,  the  provisions  in 
regard  to  perpetoal-lease  and  deferred-payment 
Uinds  are  also  to  be  ended.  Instead  of  those 
safeguards  which  now  exist  in  the  shape  of  an 
obligation  to  cultivate  and  to  effect  permanent 
improvements,  amounting  in  the  one  case  to 
20  per  cent,  and  in  the  other  to  £1  per  acre,  all 
that  is  asked  of  the  settler  is  to  put  on  30  per 
cent,  within  six  years.  Supposing  the  land  to 
be  worth  10s.  an  acre  he  has  to  spend  8s.  4d.  an 
acre  upon  it ;  or,  if  the  land  be  worth  £1  an 
acre,  be  must  spend  6s.  8d.  upon  it.  Whilst  I 
think  the  present  obligations  are  too  heavy,  and 
especially  the  withholding  of  the  freeholds  for 
six  years  is  rather  too  onerous,  I  think  this 
Bill  errs  in  the  opposite  direction,  for  I  consider 
that  gome  security  should  be  taken  that  persons 
who  obtain  the  land  under  exceptionally  ad- 
vantageous terms  should  really  intend  to  settle 
upon  it.  Then,  as  I  have  said,  practically,  for 
cash,  any  quantity  of  land  is  open  to  any  one 
person  to  obtain.  The  Bill  might  be,  I  think, 
correctly  entitled  "  An  Act  to  encourage  Land- 


speonlation."  Before  I  finish  I  should  like  to 
say  a  few  words  about  the  past.  In  1876,  when 
I  had  the  honour  of  making  the  first  Financial 
Statement  that  year,  with  the  full  approval  of 
the  members  of  the  Government,  its  chief  and 
leading  feature  was  to  point  out  the  danger 
that  had  arisen  from  excessive  land-speculation, 
and  to  recommend  that  a  very  material  in- 
crease should  be  made  in  the  prices  of  land.  It 
was  pointed  out  that  it  was  not  fair  to  those 
who  had  purchased  land  at  a  certain  price 
that  others  should  be  able  to  come  in  and 
obtain  the  land  with  greater  ad  vantages.  It  was 
proposed  to  make  a  general  addition  to  the  price 
of  land  throughout  the  colony.  It  was  an  evil 
day  when  the  Government  which  snoceededme 
abandoned  that  intention.  The  consequence 
was  seen  in  the  huge  speculation  and  gambling 
in  land.  During  the  two  years  no  less  than 
two  millions  and  a  quarter  of  revenue  was  ob- 
tained from  land-sales.  I  am  speaking  from 
memory — my  figures  may  not  be  quite  exaot : 
at  any  rate,  the  amount  was  over  two  millions 
for  the  two  years.  It  has  left  a  legacy  of 
disaster  and  misfortune  to  the  colony  which  we 
have  not  yet  escaped  from,  for  it  should  not  be 
supposed  that  it  was  altogether  speculation 
arising  out  of  gambling  instincts.  A  great  deal 
of  it  was  caused  by  men  who  had  no  desire  to 
purchase  land,  no  intention  to  do  so,  being 
forced  to  purchase,  because  otherwise  their  pro- 
perties would  have  been  confiscated  by  specu- 
lators. They  were  forced  to  purchase  runs  a 
long  time  in  advance  of  the  time  when  they 
required  them,  because  if  they  did  not  do 
so  speculators  would  take  them  up.  Now, 
this  Bill  revives,  or  endeavours  to  revive, 
that  period  again,  and  it  does  so  in  this 
manner  :  that  it  reduces  the  price  of  land 
enormously,  gives  the  utmost  facilities  for  ob- 
taining it,  and  oficrt,  inducements  to  persons 
who  are  inclined  to  speculate.  The  banks  are 
full  of  money  now  ;  and  it  is  quite  possible — I 
am  not  prepared  to  express  an  opinion— the  Bill 
may  answer  the  purpose  for  which  it  seems  to 
exist,  and  it  may  lead  to  another  huge  gamble 
in  land.  Either  it  will  do  that,  or  it  will  stand 
upon  record  that  the  value  of  the  Crown  estate 
has  become  so  enormously  reduced  that  it  will 
aSect  the  fiscal  operations  in  connection  with 
the  land-purchases  from  the  Grown ;  it  will 
create  disaster  in  reference  to  the  socurities 
now  placed  upon  the  land  aocoiding  to  what  is 
supposed  to  be  its  present  value,  or  lead  to  an 
era  of  speculation.  And  bear  this  in  mind : 
The  poor  man  will  suffer.  Vou  will  have  what 
occurred  in  New  South  Wales,  and  what  oc- 
curred on  a  small  scale  here — a  new  era  of  forced 
speculation.  There  will  be  no  imemployed  if 
this  Bill  passes.  Any  person  possessing  a  very 
moderate  amount  of  means  could  go  round  the 
various  runs  of  the  colony  and  exercise  that 
occupation  which  is  known  as  "  block-mailing." 
It  would  only  be  necessary  for  two  or  three  per- 
sons to  appear  at  a  station  and  commence 
to  drive  in  pegs  and  so  on,  to  either  force  the 
owner  of  the  station  to  purchase  the  land  or 
buy  off  those  who  are  "  blaok-mailing "  him. 
That  is  what  took  place  in  New  South  Wales. 
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Persons  visited  a  station,  and  the  holder  of  the 
tun  had  to  buy  them  oS  or  submit  to  the  eyes 
being  picked  out  of  his  run.  All  the  ninholders 
of  the  colony  who  had  not  the  mears  would 
either  have  to  embarrass  themselves  b;z  obtain- 
ing loans,  or  would  have  to  submit  to  their 
runs  being  taken  from  them.  That  is  a  new 
version  of  finding  employment,  and  a  fresh 
local  industry,  though  I  cannot  say  that  I  think 
it  a  desirable  one.    I  trust  this  Bill  will  not 

Sass  in  its  present  shape.  Because  of  its  re- 
eeming  features,  I  shtQl  not  move  that  it  be 
read  a  second  time  this  day  six  months,  but  I 
hope  it  will  come  back  to  us  from  the  Waste 
IJands  Committee  in  an  improved  condition. 
Bat,  if  it  is  to  pass  as  it  now  is,  I  ventni^  to  say 
that  it  will  prove  a  curse  to  the  colony,  and 
that  the  present  is  a  time  when  it  is  entirely 
undesirable  to  encourage  fresh  speculative 
operations — not  only  encourage  them,  but  to 
force  those  men  who  are  not  inclined  to  do 
anything  of  the  kind  to  do  so  in  self-defence. 
I  regret  I  should  have  spoken  in  so  harsh  a 
manner  of  this  measure,  because  I  do  not  fail 
to  recognise  the  ability  with  which  it  has  been 
dravm  up;  and,  for  my  part,  I  recognise  the 
solid  qualities,  and  desire  to  be  of  advantage 
to  the  colony,  which,  I  believe,  eminently  dis- 
tinguish the  honourable  gentleman  who  is  in 
charge  of  the  Bill.  It  is  really  no  reflection 
upon  him  that  he  should  have  failed,  in  the 
very  short  time  he  has  had  at  his  disposal,  to 
bring  down  a  measure  altering  so  radically  the 
land -laws  of  the  colony ;  and  I  rather  think 
the  honourable  gentleman  might,  without  any 
discredit  to  himself,  confess  that  the  Bill  goes 
much  further  than  he  intended,  or  admit  that 
it  is  not  right,  at  so  short  a  notice,  to  bring  down 
a  Bill  which  I  might,  without  ofience,  term  as 
of  a  revolutionary  character.  Sir,  I  have  pur- 
posely made  my  remarks  as  brief  as  I  could 
make  them. 

Mr.  FISHER.— Sir,  the  honourable  gentle- 
man need  not  have  regretted  his  harshness  of 
expression,  because  it  is  now  generally  recog- 
nised that  he  has  become  so  blunted  in  feeling 
and  perception  that  any  harshness  of  expres- 
sion on  his  part  has  little  or  no  effect  whatever 
upon  the  House.  I  hardly  know  what  effect 
these  rambling  denunciations  of  the  Govern- 
ment are  intended  to  have  upon  the  House, 
especially  when  applied  to  a  measure  prepared 
with  such  care  as  to  have  extracted  from 
the  honourable  gentleman  the  admission  that 
great  care  had  evidently  been  bestowed  upon 
its  preparation.  Why,  Sir,  in  regard  to  the 
simplest  provisions  of  the  Bill  the  honourable 
gentleman  has  displayed  the  most  complete 
ignorance,  for  he  asked  the  very  simple  ques- 
tion, whether  the  right  to  select  the  640  or  the 
2,000  acres  was  to  confer  the  right  to  select 
any  description  of  land  of  that  quality  before 
survey.  The  question  is  answered  by  the  Bill 
itself.  If  that  were  the  only  point  upon  which 
the  honourable  gentleman  haid  displayed  such 
entire  ignorance  of  the  provisions  of  the  Bill  I 
should  not  have  risen  to  answer  his  ranting 
denunciations,  for  the  speech  was  composed  of 
denunciation  throughout,  not  criticism.  He 
Sir  J.  Vogel 


said  the  efiect  of  the  Bill  would  be  to  lead  to 
a  huge  gamble  in  land.  Sir,  I  hurl  back  that 
accnsation;  and  I  ask  the  the  honourable 
gentleman  whether  such  a  charge  should  have 
emanated  from  him,  above  all  men  t  I  ask 
whether  he  has  forgotten  that  now  famons 
Land  Acquisition  Bill  introduced  by  his  col- 
league, the  honourable  member  for  Wanganui. 
Sir,  if  ever  there  was  an  attempt  to  play  off  upon 
this  country  anything  in  the  shape  of  a  huge 
gamble  in  land,  it  was  contained  in  the  Bill  of 
the  honourable  gentleman's  colleague.  If  ever 
an  attempt  was  made  by  any  Government,  or 
by  a  member  of  any  Government,  to  play  into 
the  hands  of  large  landowners  and  speculators, 
I  say  the  attempt  was  made  in  that  Bill. 

Sir  J.  VOGEL.— Will  the  honourable  gentle- 
man pardon  me  a  moment  ?  I  wish  to  say  I 
had  in  my  mind  what  the  head  of  the  Govern- 
ment expressly  stated — that  the  Bill  was  a  de- 
sirable Bill. 

Major  ATKINSON.— No ;  I  did  not.  I  said, 
with  safeguards. 

Mr.  FISHEB.— Next  the  honourable  gentle- 
man said  one  of  the  principal  objects  of  this 
Bill  was  to  sacrifice  the  Grown  lands  of  the 
colony  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  revenue. 
Am  I  correct  in  attubuting  that  remark  to 
the  honourable  gentleman?  The  honourable 
gentleman  gives  an  affirmative  nod.  Then, 
Sir,  the  answer  to  that  statement  is.:  that 
under  the  land-laws  of  his  own  Government, 
the  honourable  gentleman  had  so  mismanaged 
the  land  revenue  of  the  country  that  it  had 
in  one  short  year  fallen  off  to  the  extent  of 
£56,000;  and  because  we  propose  in  this  Bill  to 
80  administer  the  land-laws  of  the  country  that 
they  shall,  at  all  events,  meet  the  necessary 
expenditure  connected  with  their  administra- 
tion, we  are  accused  of  ssbcrificing,  or  with 
attempting  to  eacrifice,  the  lands  of  the  colony 
for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  revenue.  Now, 
let  us  see  by  the  records  of  the  country,  let  us 
prove,  out  of  his  own  mouth,  how  he  managed 
— or,  I  should  say,  mismanaged — the  land-laws 
and  the  land-revenue  of  this  colony.  In  his 
Financial  Statement  for  1886  the  honourable 
gentleman  testifies  to  the  very  able  and  efficient 
maimer  in  which  he  and  his  Government  had 
administered  the  land- laws  by  making  this 
statement : — 

"  The  Land  Fund  Account  had  a  balance 
at  the  commencement  of  the  year  of  £81,931, 
and  at  the  end  of  the  year  there  was  a  deficit 
of  £20,384.  This  eminently  unsatisfactory  re- 
sult is  but  the  consummation  of  a  series  of 
diminished  receipts  not  compensated  suffi- 
ciently by  reduced  expenditure." 

And  the  honourable  gentleman,  after  this 
humiliating  confession  of  his  inability  and  the 
inability  of  his  Government,  comes  down  and 
says  —  because  we  propose  to  administer  the 
land-laws  in  such  a  way  as  to  insure  that  they 
shall  not  entail  loss  upon  the  colony — that  we 
Eu:e  proposing  a  scheme  to  sacrifice  the  Crown 
land  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  revenue.  He 
followed  up  the  statement  I  have  just  read  by 
saying  in  his  Financial  Statement  for  1887 — 
and  here,  again,  is  another  tribute  to  the 
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honooiable  gentleman's  great  genius  in  land- 
administration, — 

"The  deficiency  in  the  Land  Fund  has  in- 
oiecksed.  I  shall  have  to  explain  later  that  the 
change  in  the  land  policy  is  accountable  for 
the  result,  and  that  it  is  necessary  to  make 
some  permanent  provision  to  meet  the  altered 
financial  condition  of  this  class  of  revenue," 

That  I  hold  to  be  a  plain  and  distinct  ad- 
mission of  the  failure  of  the  land  policy  of  his 
Government.  Then  the  honourable  gentleman 
proceeded  to  say  that  it  was  a  very  sad  thing 
that  vre  should,  in  this  hurried  manner,  oblite- 
rate the  work  of  six  years.  What  did  the 
honourable  gentleman  mean  by  that?  He 
meant  to  impute,  I  presume,  that  we  were 
attempting  to  disturb  the  perpetual-lease  and 
deferred  -  payment  systems.  Those  were  the 
systems  to  which  the  honourable  gentleman 
alluded  in  his  reference  to  the  attempt  to  upset 
the  work  of  the  last  six  years.  The  statement 
is  totally  incorrect.  But  did  the  honourable 
gentleman  himself  approve  of  the  systems 
which  he  says  had  been  in  operation  for  the 
past  six  years?  For  instance,  what  is  his 
real  opinion,  when  he  cares  to  give  it  to  us, 
of  the  perpetual -lease  system?  It  is  this; 
and  neither  I,  nor  Skuy  member  of  the  Govern- 
ment, nor  any  member  of  this  House,  hew  ever 
spoken  of  that  perpetual -lease  system  in  the 
contemptuous  terms  in  which  the  honourable 
gentleman  has  spoken  of  it  himself :  In  his 
now  celebrated  Ashburton  speech,  he  said  no 
one  bnt  an  idiot  would  ever  think  of  taking 
up  land  on  the  perpetual-lease  system.  The 
honourable  gentleman 

Sir  J.  VOGEL. — Bat  you  are  misreading 
what  I  said. 

Mr.  FISHER.— I  will  read  what  the  honour- 
able gentleman  said,  if  he  wishes  it.  I  am 
referring  to  the  Ashburton  speech,  in  which  he 
said  that  no  one  but  an  idiot  would  ever  think 
of  taking  up  land  on  the  system  of  perpetual 
lease.  But  this  Bill  does  not  propose  to  do 
away  with  the  perpetual-lease  system.  We 
only  propose  to  render  the  system  less  onerous 
to  those  who  take  up  lands  under  it.  And, 
because  we  do  that,  the  honourable  gentleman 
says  we  are  attempting  to  do  away  with  the 
work  of  the  last  six  years.  What  a  change 
has  come  over  the  spirit  of  the  honourable 
gentleman's  dreamt  How  tenderly  he  now 
watches  over  the  "  idiotic  "  perpetual  lease  I 
And  how  has  that  wonderful  change  been 
brought  about  ?  It  has  been  brought  about  by 
the  honourable  gentleman's  translation  from 
these  benches  to  those.  He  has  proved  a  per- 
fect political  teetotum.  He  is  of  one  opinion 
to-day  and  another  to-morrow  on  any  given 
question.  He  never  has  and  never  had  a  fixed 
idea  on  any  subject  whatever,  and  we  never  had 
a  better  illustration  of  that  than  is  contained 
m  the  speech  of  the  honourable  gentleman 
to-night.  It  is  said  this  Bill  will  encourage 
speculation,  and  that  the  lands  of  the  colony 
•le  to  be  mopped  up  by  huge  speculators  and 
theii  sisters  and  their  cousins  and  their  aunts. 
That  is  the  purest  moonshine.  What  does  the 
Bill  propose  to  do  7    Its  salient  featoie  is  that 


it  will  promote  settlement  upon  smp.ll  hold- 
ings, for  it  says  that  not  more  than  640  acres 
shall  be  taken  up  in  any  one  survey  district 
— that  is  to  say,  640  acres  of  first-class  land. 
I  agree  with  the  honourable  member  for  Mas- 
terton  that  the  term  "  ordinary  lands "  is  a 
mistaken  term,  and  that  it  should  be  "first- 
class  lands."  Not  more  than  640  acres  of 
first-class  land  is  to  be  taken  up  in  any  one 
survey  district,  nor  more  than  2,000  acres  of 
second-class  land.  I  ask  whether  a  Bill  so 
framed  is  not  a  Bill  devised  directly  in  the  in- 
terest of  settlement  and  in  the  interest  of  small 
holdings  throughout  the  country.  Surely  640 
acres  cannot  be  called  a  holding  of  unreason- 
able extent.  Is  it  more  than  a  man  can  make 
a  fair  living  upon  ?  And  then,  when  you  come 
to  the  2,000  acres  of  land  of  inferior  quality,  is 
that  too  large  a  holding  7  I  say  it  is  not ;  and 
when  we  declare  by  legislative  enactment  that 
no  man  shall  hold  more  than  640  acres  of  first- 
class  land  or  more  than  2,000  acres  of  second- 
class  land  in  any  one  survey  district,  I  say  that 
such  a  provision  is  fair  and  equitable,  and  bene- 
ficial to  the  interests  of  the  country.  More- 
over, we  have  so  altered  the  law  that  people 
who  come  here  with  moderate  means  will 
have  the  opportunity  of  purchasing  for  cash 
land  set  apart  under  any  one  of  the  systems 
which  exist  in  the  country  ;  and  Heaven  knows 
we  have  enough  systems.  Yet,  because  we  say 
a  man  shall  have  tbe  option  of  acquiring  land 
under  the  perpetual-lease  system,  or  the  de- 
ferred-payment system — which  is  the  best  sys- 
tem of  all — -or  that  if  he  has  money  and  can 
pay  cosh  he  may  acquire  the  freehold  at  once, 
that  is  called  an  illiberal  system,  or  a  B3rstem  de- 
vised in  the  interests  of  speculators.  I  confess 
I  never,  in  the  whole  course  of  my  life,  listened 
to  a  speech  so  devoid  of  common-sense.  Is  it 
not  known  to  every  member  of  this  House  that 
the  provision  which  debarred  men  from  taking 
up  fifty  or  a  hundred  acres  of  land  and  paying 
cash  for  it  has  injured  the  country?  Has  it 
not  been  the  cry  throughout  the  land  that 
the  country  has  suffered  through  the  stoppage 
of  cash  sales,  and  that  people  wbo  came  will- 
ing to  purchase  and  to  become  valuable 
settlers  have  been,  in  consequence,  driven  out 
of  the  country?  The  answer  is  a  universal 
answer,  and  every  member  of  this  House,  I 
am  sure,  is  in  a  position  to  give  some  instances 
of  persoQS  who  have  been  compelled  to  go  away 
from  the  country  because  they  were  not  per- 
mitted to  pay  cash  and  acquire  a  freehold.  Sir, 
I  did  not  intend  to  discuss  the  Bill  in  detail, 
because  to  do  so  is  the  special  function  of  my 
honourable  friend  tiie  Minister  of  Lands.  I 
should  not,  indeed,  have  risen  but  for  the 
speech  of  the  honourable  member  for  Christ- 
church  "North,  which,  to  begin  with,  displayed 
entire  ignorance  of  the  provisions  of  the  Bill, 
and,  in  the  second  place,  evinced  a  strong  and 
wholly  unwarrantable  spirit  of  antagonism  to 
the  Grovemment.  I  regret  that  the  honourable 
gentleman  diould  have  spoken  in  such  terms. 
Any  member  of  the  House  who  will  analyse 
the  Bill  must  clearly  see  that  it  is  an  honest 
Mid  well-meant  endeavour  to  settle  the  londd 
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of  the  country,  and  to  insnie  that  the  exjtenses 
of  administration  shall  be  recouped  by  a 
moderate  return  from  the  gale  of  land.  The 
principal  and  the  only  variation  from  the 
existing  system  is  that  a  man  who  doaires  to 
acquire  a  moderate-sized  freehold  by  paying 
for  it  in  cash  shall  have  the  privilege  of  doing 
BO.  And  to  say  thac  that  is  an  unwholesome  or 
undesirable  feature  to  introduce  into  the  land- 
laws  of  the  country  is  to  tell  me  something 
that  is  past  belief.  I  am  sorry  such  a  speech 
should  have  been  made.  The  Bill  does  not 
justify  it.  Tthe  honourable  gentleman's  re- 
marks appear  to  have  been  dictated  purely  by 
his  antagonistic  feeling  toward  the  Govern- 
ment. 

Mr.  SKDDON.— Sir,  the  Bill  now  before  us 
well  merits  every  word  that  has  been  said 
agamst  it  by  the  honourable  member  for 
Christchuroh  North ;  and  I  will  say  this :  that 
I  do  not  think  that  ever  a  more  pernicious 
Bill  was  introduced  into  this  Chamber,  or  a 
Bill  whose  effect  was  more  detrimental  to  the 
welfare  of  the  great  mass  of  the  people  of 
Kew  Zealand  than  this  will  be  if  it  be  passed. 
Sir,  I  think  I  shall  be  able  to  prove  that 
when  I  go  into  details  on  the  Bill:  but,  for 
the  present,  I  will  deal  with  the  Minister 
of  Education.  That  honourable  gentleman's 
position  upon  the  Government  benches  in  re- 
ference to  the  honourable  member  for  Christ- 
church  North  reminds  me  of  a  sable-coloured 
gentleman  who  was  engaged  by  and  always  cms- 
oompanied  the  Salvation  Army.  That  gentle- 
loan's  functions  were  well  known  to  the  larrikin 
class.  The  Hon.  the  Minister  of  Education  has 
taken  up  the  negro's  forcible-ejectment  posi- 
tion in  this  House.  It  may  say  something 
for  the  physical,  but  without  doubt  it  says 
very  little  for  the  mental,  capabilities  of 
the  honourable  gentleman.  In  the  case  of 
the  gentleman  that  accompanied  the  Salva- 
tion Army  little  intelligence  was  required, 
but  brute  force  was  indispensable.  But  even 
those  who  sometimes  were  ungenerously  treated 
found  a  way  of  punishing  that  gentleman,  and 
that  was  simply  upon  occasions  treading  on 
his  corns.  It  would  appear  to  me  as  though 
the  honourable  member  for  Christchuroh  North 
bad  in  some  way  or  other  trodden  upon  the 
corns  of  the  Minister  of  Education,  for  he 
never  misses  an  opportunity  of  reviling  him  as 
far  as  he  possibly  can,  and  of  ridiculing  any 
statement  made  by  that  honourable  gentleman. 
If  the  Minister  of  Education  were  somewhat 
consistent  in  his  statements,  or  would  en- 
deavour, as  far  as  possible,  to  be  consistent,  I 
should,  perhaps,  excuse  him ;  but  he  does 
nothing  of  the  kind.  Ho  did  not  treat  the 
honourable  member  for  Christchuroh  North 
fairly,  for  in  quoting  the  sentence  from  that 
honourable  gentleman's  speech  at  Ashburton, 
he  should  have  completed  the  sentence,  if  he 
had  the  newspaper  report  here,  and  he  would 
have  seen  that  it  would  bear  a  different  inter- 
pretation altogether.  And,  Sir,  the  law  has 
been  altered  sinco,  and  altered  by  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  honourable  member  for  Christ- 
church  North,  from  the  state  in  which  it  was 
Mr.  FUher 


when  he  said  that  persons  would  be  devoid  of 
intelligence  if  they  took  up  perpetual  leases. 

Mr.  FISHER.— I  will  read  the  speech. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— My  honourable  friend  should 
have  read  the  whole  of  the  paragraph  when 
speaking.  He  ought  to  have  done  jnstice 
then:  it  is  too  late  now.  Then,  as  to  this 
question  of  the  deficit,  as  pointed  out  by  Ae 
Colonial  Treasurer  there  is  no  deficit;  it  is 
simply  a  question  of  the  method  of  keeping  the 
accounts  and  making  certain  charges  against 
the  Land  Fund.  No  deficit  would  be  shown 
if  the  rents  were  credited  to  the  Land  Fund 
Account :  the  revenue  from  the  land  is  paid 
out  in  a  different  direction,  and  not  credited 
to  the  Land  Fund.  To  say  that  there  is  a 
deficit  of  £56,000  is  saying  that  which  is  not 
correct.  There  would  be  no  deficit  if  the 
accounts  were  kept  as  they  ought  to  be.  Then, 
I  will  put  it  in  another  way :  if  we  have  in  days 
gone  by  been  reserving  the  land  for  the  people, 
whilst  at  the  same  time  our  population  has 
been  increasing,  does  it  mean  that,  after  so  im- 
proving the  value  of  lands,  that  profit  is  to  be 
swept  away  by  the  Bill  before  us  ?  Are  we  to 
have  notlung  to  compensate  us  for  that  im- 
provement ?  Far  be  it  from  me  that  I  should 
be  a  party  to  sacrificing  these  lands  because  the 
country  wants  a  few  pounds  now.  We  should 
not  sacrifice  hastily  and  without  due  considera- 
tion the  savings  of  past  years.  Here  is  another 
instance  of  inconsistency  on  the  part  of  the 
Minister  of  Education:  I  heard  him  say — 
and  it  tingled  in  my  ears — words  to  this  eSeot : 
"  We  shall  not  be  found  one  Minister  in  one 
lobby  and  another  Minister  in  another  lobby ; " 
and  yet  the  night  after  that,  Sir,  I  saw  that 
honourable  gentleman  going  into  one  lobby  and 
his  colleagues  going  into  the  other.  Where  is 
his  oonsistoncy  ?  And  yet  he  points  to  the 
honourable  member  for  Christehurch  North 
and  says  that  he  is  inconsistent.  Then,  where 
is  the  consistency  of  the  present  Premier  ?  He 
was  at  the  head  of  the  Government  from  1879 
to  1884,  when  Mr.  BoUeston  was  Minister  of 
Lands — a  gentleman  who  was  one  of  the  most 
able  administrators  of  lands  we  have  ever  bad, 
for  he  had  given  a  lifelong  study  to  the  ques- 
tion ;  and  are  all  his  labours,  the  labours  of  a 
master-mind  in  that  direction,  to  be  swept  away 
at  a  moment's  notice — swept  away,  when  the 
Premier  holds  the  same  position  that  he  held 
when  Mr.  BoUeston  was  Minister  of  Lands  ? 

An  Hon.  Membbb. — Altered  circumstances  of 
the  colony. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— Altered  circumstances  I  The 
colony  was  in  a  much  worse  position  from 
1879  to  1883;  and  I  can  prove  it.  The  pre- 
sent Premier,  when  Colonial  Treasurer,  told  the 
people  of  New  Zealand  that  we  were  on  the 
verge  of  ruin,  the  verge  of  repudiation,  and 
there  was  a  deficiency  of  over  dB800,000.  We 
have  not  been  told  that  now.  Yet  did  the 
Premier  then  endeavour  to  enact  land -laws 
sacrificing  the  public  estate  for  the  sake  of 
cash  ?  No,  Sir ;  because  he  was  guided  by  his 
able  colleague,  the  late  Minister  of  Lands.  Dur- 
ing those  times,  when  the  colony  was  in  a  far 
worse  position  than  it  is  in  now,  we  conserved 
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the  principles  of  the  Land  Act  of  1877,  and 
auuntained  the  some  principles  in  the  Act  of 
1882 ;  but  now  they  are  to  be  swept  away.  Here 
again  I  join  issue  with  the  Minister  of  Educa- 
tion. The  late  Minister  of  Lands  considered 
that  plots  of  land  of  from  ten  to  fifty  acres  were 
sufficient  for  poor  men  ;  but  here  we  have  the 
present  Minister  of  Education  saying  that  a 
mile  square  of  country  is  a  small  slice  for  a  poor 
man,  whilst,  as  the  land-laws  have  been  in 
Canberbuty  and  Otago,  five  and  ten  acres  was 
the  most  that  was  given  in  the  proximity  of 
towns.  Now  we  are  told  by  an  authority  on  the 
snbject  that  640  SLcres  of  first-class  land  and 
S,000  acres  of  second-class  land  is  a  small  area. 
Eveiy  word  that  was  uttered,  every  syllable, 
showed  clearly  and  conclusively  that  the  Minis- 
ter of  Education  knew  he  was  speaking  that 
which  was  somewhat  strained,  because  it  had 
an  entirely  different  meaning.  It  simply  meant 
that  the  poor  men  here  are  the  squatters,  those 
engaged  in  sheep-  and  cattle-raising;  not  the 
settler,  not  the  man  who  is  in  the  large  towns, 
the  man  who,  in  the  interests  of  the  colony, 
oaght  to  be  put  on  the  land  to  lessen  the  num- 
ber of  the  unemployed.  I  will  now  proceed  to 
review  the  measure  before  us.  Coming  to  the 
first  part  of  it,  I  scarcely  think  the  Minister  of 
Lends — and  I  give  him  every  credit  for  wish- 
ing to  do  his  duty — I  scarcely  think  that  the 
honourable  gentleman  knows  exactly  the  full 
effect  of  the  Bill  that  is  before  us.  I  feel  in- 
elined  to  think  that  if  he  were  aware  of  its 
effect  he  would  not  ask  the  House  to  proceed 
fnither  with  it.  The  2nd  section  proposes 
an  entire  change  in  so  far  as  the  definition 
of  land  is  concerned.  I  should  like  to  ask  the 
Minister  of  Lands  whether  he  can  find  out  any 
law  relating  to  land  in  New  Zealand  where  any 
land  is  designated  "  ordinary  land."  There  is 
no  interpretation  in  the  Bill  before  us  of  what 
is  meant  by  ordinary  land.  I  find  in  the  most 
vital  part  of  the  Bill  that  first-class  land  is  to 
be  £1  per  acre.  Then  we  come  to  second-class 
land :  this  is  an  alteration  put  there  designedly, 
so  as  to  be  concurrent  with  the  rest  of  the  Bill. 
It  is  here  provided  that  the  whole  power  shall 
be  Tested  in  tho  Minister  of  Lands  for  the  time 
being.  He  is  to  say  what  is  ordinary  and  what 
is  first-class  land,  and  is  to  fix  the  vtdue,  and  to 
say  that  so  long  as  the  minimum  price  of  Ifind 
is  not  less  than  appears  in  the  Appendices  this 
land  may  be  sold  at  that  price.  Have  honour- 
able members  turned  over  the  Appendices  to  the 
Lajid  Act  ?  If  they  have,  they  will  find  that, 
excepting  first-class  land,  the  Government  wish 
to  take  the  power  to  themselves  to  sell  the 
land  at  Ss.  per  acre. 

Mr.  G.  P.  BIOHABDSON,— No.  Show  the 
Appendices. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— Auckland  is  classified  as 
first,  second,  and  third,  at  15s.,  10s.,  and  Ss. 
respectively ;  Hawke's  Bay,  first,  second,  and 
ihiid,  at  £1,  ISs.,  and  6e. 

Mr.  G.  F.  RICHARDSON.— The  honourable 
member  stated  just  now  that  second-class  in 
the-Appendices  was  5s.  an  acre.  I  presume  he 
meant  third-class  la/nA. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— The  honourable  membei 


misunderstood  me,  or  I  did  not  put  it  to  the 
House  clearly.  I  said  the  Government  were 
taking  the  power  to  sell  land  under  this  Bill  at 
6s.  an  acre,  and  I  say  so  still.  We  have  Nelson 
land  from  10s.  to  £2  an  acre.  In  Marlborough 
the  classification  is  rural  and  pastoral,  rural 
land  not  less  than  £1,  and  pastoral  not  less 
than  10s.  I  wish  to  draw  attention  to  what  I 
believe  is  a  cardinal  point  of  the  Bill :  under  the 
existing  law  no  land  can  be  sold  in  Canterbury 
at  less  than  £2  an  acre ;  and  yet,  in  the  face  of 
that,  the  Government  wish  to  take  the  power 
to  sell  the  land  of  Canterbury  at  5s.  an  acre. 

Mr.  G.  P.  RICHARDSON.— Where  ? 

Mr.  SEDDON. — Why,  under  the  powers  con- 
templated to  be  given  to  the  Governor — and 
which  means  tho  Minister  for  Lands  for  the 
time  being — under  the  Bill.  Clause  S  clearly 
repeals  the  Appendices  applicable  to  Canter- 
bury under  the  Land  Act  of  1885,  or  otherwise 
no  land  could  be  sold  at  less  than  £2  per  acre. 
In  the  repeals  mentioned  by  section  29  of  this 
Bill  the  following  words  will  be  found : — 

"  All  enactments,  words,  phrases,  and  re- 
ferences throughout  the  said  Act  and  the 
Appendices  thereto  which  shall  be  inapplic- 
able in  the  construction  of  or  inconsistent  with 
the  context  of  the  said  Act  as  amended  by  this 
Act,  or  which  have  been  rendered  nugatory  by 
this  Act." 

Again,  the  latter  part  of  section  2  of  this 
Bill  is  as  follows : — 

"  Tho  Governor  may,  in  such  notification, 
assign  a  price  to  each  section  within  a  block, 
and  he  may,  subject  to  a  new  notification  being 
given,  and  to  the  provisions  of  this  Act,  raise 
or  reduce  such  price.  He  may  also,  where  the 
land  within  a  block  is  declared  open  at  the 
same  price  per  acre,  by  a  subsequent  notifi- 
cation or  notifications,  raise  or  reduce  such 
price." 

Mr.  FISHER.— The  honourable  gentleman 
said  that  the  Government  proposed  to  sell  land 
in  Canterbury  at  5s.  an  acre:  will  he  point 
that  out  ? 

Mr.  SEDDON.— I  shall  do  my  best  to  do  so  ; 
but,  like  all  other  things,  it  takes  time. 

Mr.  HISLOP.— Imagination. 

Mr.  SEDDON. — It  does  not  require  imagi- 
nation or  to  have  much  of  a  legal  training  to 
point  out  clearly  what  is  covered  by  sections  2, 
8,  28,  and  29  of  the  Bill.    Clause  8  says,— 

"  The  notification  mentioned  in  section  two 
shall  fix  the  price  at  which,  and  the  time 
when,  the  land  mentioned  therein  shall  be 
open  for  selection,  but  such  price  shall  not  be 
less  than  twenty  shillings  per  acre  for  ordinary 
land,  or  ten  shillings  per  acre  for  second-class 
land,  except  in  the  case  of  lands  within  land 
districts,  where  the  same  may,  by  virtue  of  the 
said  Act  or  its  Appendices,  be  sold  at  a  less 
price ;  in  which  case  the  minimum  price  may 
be  less  than  the  foregoing  prices,  but  shaJl  not 
be  less  than  the  minimum  price  at  which  the 
same  may  be  sold  in  terms  of  the  said  Act  or 
Appendices." 

What  do  they  propose  to  do  by  this?  To 
repeal  a  certain  portion  of  the  Appendices  by 
tluB   Bill,   which   is   so   nicely    and   quietly 
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vnapped  up  that  hononrable  members  are  not 
to  see  or  know  it.  I  say,  by  the  power  of 
classification,  by  the  power  they  take  of  fixing 
the  price,  they  are  reducing  the  price  of  land 
in  Canterbury — it  may  be  to  Ss.  an  acre. — (No.) 

Mr.  G.  F.  RIGHAEDSON.— The  honourable 
gentleman  is  completely  misreading  the  Bill. 
He  either  has  not  read  the  Bill,  or  has  not  paid 
attention  to  what  has  been  said. 

Mr.  SEDDON.  —  The  Minister  of  Lands 
may  say  what  he  likes,  but  there  can  be  no 
other  interpretation  of  this  Bill.  Kow,  I  say 
you  ctumot  buy  an  acre  in  Canterbury  under 
£2  as  the  Appendices  stand  now.  And  does 
the  Minister  mean  to  say  that  he  does  not  take 
power  to  sell  that  land — ordinary  land,  or,  if  the 
proper  interpretation  were  given  to  it,  first-class 
land — at  £1  ?  and,  as  to  the  second-class  land, 
does  he  not  take  power  to  sell  it  at  lOs.  ?  I 
say  he  does  definitely  take  power  to  bring  down 
the  price  of  land  in  Canterbury  from  £2  to  10s., 
and  it  may  be  still,  if  it  is  not  so  positively  said, 
brought  down  to  5s.  an  acre,  and  perhaps  before 
the  Bill  passes  it  may  be  amended  so  that  land 
can  be  sold  at  2s.  6d.  an  acre.  I  would  like  to 
know,  is  it  wise  to  take  a  power  to  do  that 
under  present  circumstances  7  Is  it  fair  to 
those  who  for  years  in  Canterbury  have  bad  to 
pay  £2  an  acre  ?  That  would  bring  down  tbe 
price  of  third-class  land  at  one  swoop  to  10s. 
I  say,  I  am  positive  honourable  members  do  not 
understand  thoroughly  what  is  contemplated 
by  this  measure,  or  it  would  not  have  gone  so 
far  as  it  has  gone  without  having  more  dis- 
cussion upon  it.  Westland  land,  I  may  eay  in 
passing,  you  cannot  purchase  under  £1  an  acre. 
That  is  the  lowest  amount  that  the  lands  of 
the  Crown  can  be  sold  for  in  that  provincial 
district. 

Mr.  HISLOP. — Yon  cannot  purchase  them 
ataU. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— Is  this  a  time  for  scoffing  ? 
The  honourable  member  knows  full  well  why 
no  land  has  been  purchased  there  since  1884 ; 
ho  knows  that  it  is  owing  to  the  East  and  West 
Coast  Railway  Act  having  been  passed  that 
settlement  has  been  prevented  there  during 
these  years.  There  have  been  applications  for 
a  large  amount  of  land  at  £1  per  acre.  It  is 
unfair,  very  unfair,  to  those  who  are  deferred- 
payment  settlers,  and  have  paid  £1  lOs.  per 
acre,  with  lOs.  more  put  upon  them.  I  say  it 
is  unfair  to  them  for  the  Minister  of  Lands  to 
bring  down  the  value  of  this  land  to  lOs.  by  the 
Bill  now  before  tbe  House.  The  Otago  lands 
are  classified  as  rural  and  suburban.  The  price 
is  fixed  at  £1  for  rural  land.  And  what  is  the 
acreage  that  has  been  sold  during  the  last  few 
years  to  the  deferred  -  payment  settlers  in 
Otago  ?  Is  there  any  provision  in  this  Bill  to 
say  that  the  State  now  finds  that  we  have 
charged  those  settlers  more  than  the  land  was 
worth  ?  Or  is  the  State  prepared  to  say  that, 
because  it  requires  cash,  we  must  sacrifice  the 
rest  of  the  land,  to  the  injury  of  the  deferred- 

Eayment  settlers,  and  even  of  those  who  have 
ought  for  cash  ?  for  we  cannot  give  a  refund 
or  revalue  of  the  land  purchased  from  us  or 
give  tbe  advantage  of  the  reduction.     Place 
Ur.Seddon 


the  colony  on  the  same  footing  as  any  com- 
mercial firm  that  was  to  carry  on  business 
under  such  circumstances  as  these,  the  result 
would  be  disaster ;  and  I  predict  it  means  dis- 
aster to  Kew  Zealand  if  what  is  provided  in 
this  Bill  as  regards  classification  and  sale  of 
the  land  is  carried.  My  honourable  friend 
from  Southland,  the  member  for  Hokonui,  may 
feel  a  little  uneasy.  Where  agricultural  land 
was  sold  at  £2  and  pastoral  land  at  £1,  he  will 
consider  it  a  boon  to  get  the  price  reduced,  and, 
with  a  view  to  getting  a  reduction  on  the  upset 
price  of  the  agricultur:il  land,  we  find  him  very 
anxious  to  assist  the  ilinister  of  Lands,  who 
also  hails  from  that  particular  district ;  and  no 
doubt,  under  these  circumstances,  a  reduction 
might,  in  his  opinion,  be  necessary;  but,  ad- 
mitting that  perhaps  the  minimum  amount  of 
£2  has  been  too  much  in  Southland,  it  is  not 
right  it  should  be  reduced  to  10s.  per  acM. 
What  injury  is  there  not  to  be  done  in  South- 
land! What  would  be  the  position  of  those 
unfortunate  persons  who  have  not  paid  for  the 
land  which  they  bought  for  £2  an  acre,  paying 
interest  on  the  capitalised  amount,  when  we 
suddenly  give  powers  to  the  Government  to 
bring  down  that  price  to  10s.,  whilst  charging 
those  people  £2  10s.  an  acre  ?  To  my  mind, 
such  a  change  as  that  must,  if  made,  in  the 
long-run  prove  detrimental  to  every  man  who 
owns  an  acre  of  land  in  Kew  Zealand.  There 
is  no  definition  of  what  is  meant  by  the 
term  "ordinary  land;"  but  in  the  9th  clause 
"  second-class  land  "  is  defined.  But  before 
coming  to  that  I  will  refer  to  section  7.  I  have 
always  held  that  the  system  of  auction  sales 
in  the  purchase  of  Crown  lands  has  proved  a 
curse  wherever  it  has  obtained ;  and  it  must 
always  prove  a  curse.  I  am  positive  it  has 
caused  the  ruin  of  scores  of  our  best  settlers, 
and  that  the  system  should  not  obtain  at  all. 
To  go  back  to  that  system,  after  the  trouble  it 
has  caused  hitherto,  would  be  a  most  retrograde 
step.  Let  us  fix  a  fair  price  for  a  piece  of  land, 
ajid  let  the  man  who  is  fortunate  enough  to  get 
it  have  every  chance  of  being  able  to  hold 
it  profitably.  We  have  plenty  to  supply  all 
demands,  and  we  should  not  seek  to  get  from 
the  buyers  of  our  Crown  land  a  price  at 
which  their  holdings  cannot  possibly  pay.  It 
is  better  to  let  a  Uttle  good  fortune  come  to 
those  who  may  get  it  than  to  have,  as  we  have 
now  in  different  parts  of  New  Zealand,  many 
poor  settlers  toiling  and  labouring  away  in 
their  struggles  to  pay  the  price  which  they,  in 
a  moment  of  excitement  in  an  auction-room, 
agreed  to  pay,  and  which  the  Government 
ought  never  to  have  received.  But  we  go  fur- 
ther than  that,  and  say  that  the  getting  of 
unsurveyed  lands  shall  be  decided  by  priority 
of  application.  What  does  that  mean  ?  With 
that  you  provide  for  private  survey  under  sec- 
tion 17,  as  follows  : — 

"The  Commissioner,  on  the  estimated  cost  of 
the  survey  being  deposited  with  him,  may  allow 
any  applicant  for  the  purchase  of  unsurveyed 
land  to  have  such  land  surveyed  at  his  own 
expense  by  a  surveyor  employed  by  the  Sui- 
veyor-Qeneral  in  that  behalf,  and  an  allowance 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1887.] 


Land  Bill. 


[HOUSE.] 


Land  Bill. 


161 


in  the  amonnt  of  purcbase-money  for  the  same 
shall  be  mtkde  to  the  parcbaser  for  the  cost  of 
the  sarvey  at  any  rate,  not  exceeding  the  ordi- 
nary rate  for  the  survey  of  rural  lands,  which 
may  be  prescribed  by  the  Survey  Regulations 
for  the  time  being  in  force.  Should  the  land 
be  reserved  or  withdrawn  from  sale,  the  appli- 
cant shall  be  paid  the  cost  of  the  survey  at  the 
aforesaid  rate;  but,  should  the  applicant  in 
any  case  refnse  or  delay  to  complete  the  pur- 
ehase  of  the  land  after  survey,  if  open  for  sale, 
ha  shall  forfeit  the  coat  of  such  survey." 

There  is  a  great  power  given  under  this,  and 
there  is  great  force  in  the  argument  of  the 
honourable  member  for  Christchurch  North  on 
this  point.  A  man  will  "  spot "  a  piece  of  land 
-with  a  water-frontage,  or  with  a  good  road- 
frontage,  and  will,  carefully  watch  it,  knowing 
that  the  efiect  of  his  getting  it  must  be  to  lock 
up  a  large  area  around  it.  He  applies  for  this 
as  unsurveyed  land,  and  gives  a  description  of 
it,  engages  a  private  surveyor,  gets  his  survey 
mAde,  and  to  all  intents  and  purposes  he  has  a 
pre-emptive-right  to  that  piece  of  land.  I  ob- 
ject altogether  to  this  system  of  deciding  and 
allotting  land  by  priority  of  application  in  the 
case  of  unsurveyed  lands.  The  same  rule 
should  apply  as  with  surveyed  lands  :  there 
should  be  no  distinction.  To  my  mind  that  is 
one  of  the  most  dangerous  provisions  of  the 
Bill.    Section  7  reads  as  follows : — 

"All  applications  for  sections  of  surveyed 
land  shall  be  deemed  to  be  simultaneous  if 
made  on  the  same  day,  but  priority  of  applica- 
tions on  the  same  day  for  unsurveyed  land  shall 
determine  the  right  thereto." 

Therefore,  if  two  parties  apply,  even  on  the 
some  day,  for  the  same  piece  of  unsurveyed 
land,  the  one  who  applies  a  minute  before  the 
other  has  a  pre-emptive  right  to  it.  I  cannot 
see  why  there  should  be  this  distinction,  and  I 
oppose  it  altogether.    Section  8  reads, — 

"  All  rural  lands  which  at  any  time  hereto- 
fore have  been  proclaimed,  or  which  may  here- 
after be  proclaimed,  open  for  selection  on 
deferred  payments  or  on  perpetual  lease  shall 
be  open  either  for  purchase  for  cash,  subject 
as  in  this  Act  mentioned,  or  for  selection  on 
deferred  payments  or  perpetual  lease,  at  the 
option  of  the  applicant.  The  cash  price  per 
anro  to  be  paid  for  any  such  land  shall  be  esti- 
mated from  the  price  at  which  the  same  shall 
have  been  open  for  selection  according  to  the 
respective  ecituvalents  mentioned  in  tiie  said 
Act." 

The  meaning  of  this  clause  is  this :  Under 
onr  present  and  past  land-laws  there  have  been, 
in  the  different  land-districts,  areas  of  land  sur- 
veyed and  reserved,  to  be  taken  up  only  on 
deferred  payment  or  perpetual  lease.  If  it  is 
necessary,  in  the  interest  of  the  colony,  that  a 
certain  portion  of  this  land  should  be  sold  now 
for  cash,  there  should  be  a  proviso  limiting  the 
extent  of  the  land  so  reserved  which  can  be 
sold  for  cash  ;  otherwise  the  whole  of  the  land 
which  has  been  reserved  for  settlers  on  de- 
ferred payment  or  perpetual  lease  will  be  sold 
for  cash,  to  the  detriment  of  the  poor  people  of 
the  colony  who  may  wish  to  take  up  land,  be- 

VOIi.  LIZ.— 11. 


cause  there  will  then  be  no  land  for  them  on 
the  terms  on  which  alone  they  could  take  it. 
Land  which  has  been  reserved  for  poor  settlers, 
who  could  not  pay  cash  down,  will  be  sold  for 
cash  to  others  at  lOs.  eui  acre,  and  those 
who  would  have  made  good  and  valuable 
settlers  by  being  able  to  take  up  land  either 
on  deferred  payment  or  on  perpetual  lease 
will  be  quite  shut  out.  Land  that  has  been 
kept  back  to  be  sold  in  Otago  at  £1  an  acre, 
and  in  Southland  and  Canterbury  at  £2  an 
acre,  is  now,  without  giving  an  opportunity  to 
those  who  would  take  it  up  on  deferred  pay- 
ment or  perpetual  lease  at  the  reduced  rates, 
to  be  all  thrown  into  the  market ;  all  will  be 
thrown  into  the  pool  and  sold  for  10s.  an  acre. 
Again,  look  at  section  14,  subsection  (2).  The 
poor  deferred-payment  settler  is  to  pay  25  per 
cent,  in  addition  to  the  price  brought  at 
auction;  his  poverty  is  to  be  taxed  25  per 
cent.  I  do  not  think  the  Minister  could  pos- 
sibly have  seen  the  full  effect  of  this  Bill,  or 
he  would  not  wish  it  to  be  passed,  to  perpe- 
trate such  a  wrong  as  it  undoubtedly  must  do. 
i>ection  9  is  on  a  par  with  the  test  of  the  Bill 
in  giving  extraordinary  powers,  which,  though 
nominally  given  to  the  Governor,  are  really 
given  to  the  Ministry  of  the  day,  who,  on  the 
certificate  of  the  Surveyor-General,  can  say 
which  lands  are  to  be  second-class,  and  which 
cannot  be  worked  in  small  holdings.  We  find 
in  the  definitions  that  a  small  holding  of 
second-class  land  is  2,000  acres,  and  a  small 
holding  of  first-class  land  640  acres.  Those 
who  drafted  this  Bill  must  have  very  large  ideas 
of  landownership,  when  they  talk  about  a 
mile  square  of  country  of  first  -  class  land 
being  a  small  holding,  and  2,000  acres  of 
second-class  land  being  a  smajl  holding.  I 
admit  that  there  are  two  or  three  clauses  in 
the  Bill  which  are  an  improvement  on  the 
existing  law  :  clauses  15  and  16,  for  instance,  I 
think  are  improvements.  There  is  the  right 
given  to  deferred-payment  holders  to  get  relief, 
and  there  is  also  what  I  have  always  contended 
for — that  those  who  took  up  land  on  deferred 
payment  or  perpetual  lease  in  mining  districts 
should  be  treated  in  the  same  way  as  others 
holding  under  the  same  systems  in  non-mining 
districts.  There  is  an  alteration  made  as  to 
the  application  of  the  proceeds  of  the  sale  of 
the  land,  which  is  a  departure  from  wliat  the 
Legislature  has  authorised  up  to  the  present 
time.  Power  is  given  to  take  a  portion  of  the 
proceeds  of  the  sale  of  land  for  bringing  in 
water-races  for  irrigation  purposes.  Where 
they  have  tried  these  schemes  hitherto  the 
people  have  rated  themselves  to  provide  the 
money  for  the  construction  of  these  works,  but 
now  tine  Government  propose,  by  this  measure, 
to  set  aside  the  law  existing  at  the  present 
time,  and  introduce  a  literal  power  to  apply  a 
portion  of  the  proceeds  of  land -sales  for  the 
purpose  of  bringing  in  water-races.  I  say 
at  once  that  they  should  tell  me  —  they 
should  inform  the  House — who  has  been  the 
moving  spirit  in  wishing  to  get  this  Bill 
introduced  into  the  House.  Sir,  section  31 
of  the  Bill  further  proves  why  and  where- 
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{ore  this  Bill  has  been  introdaced.  I  remem- 
boi;  fvtU  well  when  the  hononiable  membei 
for  Egmout,  who  was  a  member  of  the 
tbeu  Whitaker  Govermuect,  with  Mi.  BoUes- 
tou  as  Minister  of  Lands,  considered  that  5,000 
acres  was  sufficient  for  a  small  run.  It  took  a 
whole  night  to  discuss  that  question,  and,  by  a 
large  majority,  the  House  decided  that  5,000 
acres  wasi  a  sufficiently  large  area ;  and  yet 
here  we  have  that  area  increased  to  four  times 
that  amount — it  is  made  20,000  acres  instead 
of  5,000.    To  a  certain  extent  I  must  leave  this 

Suestion  to  those  representing  districts  where 
le  experiment  of  5,000  acres  has  been  tried ; 
but  when  the  system  was  introduced  it  was 
done  with  the  view  of  assisting  those  who  may 
have  a  small  freehold,  and  who  wished  to  have 
a  small  area  of  land  as  a  run,  and  I  believe 
tiiat  instructions  were  given  to  so  subdivide  the 
land  for  pastoral  purposes  as  to  carry  out  that 
object.  Now  we  are  coming  back  again  to 
what  we  fought  against  in  this  House  for  so 
long — undue  monopoly.  I  am  afraid  that  the 
House  does  not  fully  realise  the  importance  of 
this  matter — does  not  see  the  efiect  this  Bill 
will  have  on  the  colony  if  it  is  passed  in  its 
TOesent  shape.  I  am  sure  that  the  people  of 
Canterbury  and  Otago  do  not  know  the  effect 
of  passing  this  measure,  which  provides,  among 
other  things,  for  the  rejieal  of  the  proviso  to 
section  237  of  the  Act  of  1885,  and  takes  out 
of  the  hands  of  the  School  Commissioners  and 
Education  Boards  all  power  of  determining 
how  the  lands  vested  in  them  shall  be  dealt 
with.  The  proviso  to  section  237  of  "  The 
Laud  Act,  1885,"  enacts  as  follows : — 

"  Provided  always  that  no  such  Proclama- 
tion shall  have  any  effect  unless  it  be  issued  at 
the  request  or  upon  the  recommendation  of 
the  body  or  person  in  whom  such  reserves  are 
vested,  or  who  have  the  administration  of  the 
revenue  arising  therefrom." 

Hero  is  an  ingenious  and  covert  repeal  by 
section  29  of  this  Bill,  of  which,  I  am  con- 
vinced, the  people  in  the  districts  are  not 
aware. 

Mr.  MABCHANT.— The  Minister  explained 
that. 

Mr.  SEDDON.  — The  Minister  may  have 
explained  it,  but  it  is  very  objectionable  in  the 
way  it  is  done — objectionable  and  pernicious. 
In  section  29  we  have  a  list  of  the  clauses  re- 
pealed, and  then  we  have  it  stated  in  another 
clause  that,  notwithstanding  that  there  has 
been  no  repeal,  where  the  language  of  the  two 
Acts  is  inconsistent  the  last  Act  shall  rule. 
This  is  an  objectionable  form  of  legislation, 
which  is  bound  to  bring  about  litigation  and 
confusion.  It  would  have  been  far  better  if 
the  Minister  had  altogether  repealed  the  pre- 
vious Act,  and  had  come  down  with  this 
measure  in  a  form  in  which  it  would  have  been 
thoroughly  understood  by  the  House.  It  is  my 
intention  to  move  an  amendment  even  if  I 
have  to  go  into  the  lobby  alone.  The  House 
will  meet  early  next  year,  and  the  country 
should  be  made  aware  of  the  radical  change 
that  is  proposed  to  be  made.  The  question  was 
never  considered  at  the  hustings,  and  we  have 
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no  right,  in  this  way,  to  change  the  whole  land- 
system  of  the  colony — to  reduce  the  price  of 
land  without  putting  it  before  the  people,  bo 
that  those  who  represent  them  may  have  an 
opportunity  of  knowing  their  views  on  the 
subject.  The  question  was  not  before  the 
electors  at  the  lost  election.  In  fact,  the  Go- 
vernment have  denied  officially  that  there  was 
any  intention  to  reduce  the  price  of  land. 

Mr.  G.  P.  RICHARDSON  .—No. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— When  it  was  said  that  the 
Government  were  going  to  help  the  revenue  by 
sacrificing  the  land  it  was  officially  denied  by 
the  Government. 

Mr.  G.  P.  RICHARDSON.— Hear,  hear. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— Does  not  this  Bill  sacrifice 
the  land  for  the  sake  of  revenue  ?  No  one  who 
reads  the  Bill  carefully  can  come  to  any  other 
conclusion.  I  went  into  the  Bill  predisposed  in 
favour  of  it,  and  of  the  honourable  gentleman 
who  has  taken  the  trouble  to  bring  it  down ;  but 
I  found  that  by  passing  it  we  should  be  doing 
on  injustice  to  the  people  of  New  Zealand,  and 
I  can  only  do  my  duty  by  moving,  That  the  Bill 
be  read  a  second  time  this  day  six  months.  X 
take  the  responsibility  of  moving  that  to  pnt 
my  view  before  the  electors.  The  late  Minister 
of  Lands,  who  takes  a  great  interest  in  this 
matter,  is,  unfortunately,  away,  owing  to  cir- 
cumstances over  which  he  has  no  control,  and 
there  are  many  honourable  members  who  desire 
to  speak  and  consider  this  subject. 

Mr.  TAYLOR. — ^I  second  the  motion .  I  think 
it  is  my  duty  to  protest  against  this  Bill,  and 
for  this  reason :  that  the  Minister  of  Lands — I 
was  not  present  when  he  commenced  his  speech 
this  evening — but  during  the  time  I  was  in  the 
House  satisfied  me,  at  any  rate,  that  there 
was  not  the  slightest  necessity  for  this  Bill  ex- 
cept for  the  purpose  of  reducing  the  price  of 
land,  and  the  important  principle  laid  down  by 
the  honourable  member  for  Waimate.  Accord- 
ing to  the  Minister  of  Lands'  own  showing,  the 
present  law  provides  for  the  sale  of  land  for 
cosh  quite  as  well  as  does  the  Bill  proposed 
by  himself.  He  said  that  the  late  Minister  of 
Lands  and  the  previous  Minister  of  Lands  both 
gave  an  imdue  preference  to  a  special  system. 
Why  could  not  the  honourable  gentleman  him- 
self give  a  preference  to  the  system  of  sales  for 
cash  ?    He  could  do  that  if  he  wished. 

Mr.  G.  P.  RICHARDSON.— No. 

Mr.  TAYLOR.— The  object  simply  is  to  re- 
duce the  price  of  Ismd ;  and  I  must  say,  seeing 
the  large  interest  which  the  people  of  the 
colony  have  in  the  land,  and  seeing  that  the 
leases  ore  falling  due  shortly,  it  strikes  me  thai 
this  is  a  move  to  enable  those  gentlemen  who 
have  leases  of  the  land  to  become  the  absolute 
freeholders  of  it.  I  am  sorry  that  the  honour- 
able member  for  Auckland  Central  is  not  in 
his  place.  I  have  listened  to  that  honourable 
gentleman,  and  I  consider  him  the  ablest  word- 
painter  in  this  House,  and,  moreover,  I  believe 
with  him  that  the  interests  of  the  people  are 
being  sacrificed  in  this  direction.  We  have  the 
great  bulk  of  the  people  to  consider  in  dealing 
with  an  important  question  of  this  kind,  and  I 
am  not  going  to  be  a  party  to  assist  in  passing 
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it,  for  I  look  npon  it  as  a  first  step  in  the  diiec- 
tion  of  granting  large  monopolies  of  the  only 
portion  of  the  estate  left  to  the  people.  A 
great  deal  has  been  said  about  perpetual  leasing. 
How  is  it  that  it  is  carried  on  successfully  in 
all  the  large  cities  of  New  Zealand  ?  Take  the 
City  of  Auckland,  for  instance.  Large  reserves 
were  set  apart  there  years  ago  by  Sir  George 
Grey  for  the  very  purpose  of  easing  the  rate- 
payers in  the  future.  If  the  system  works  well 
there,  why  should  it  not  be  applied  to  the  colony 
at  large?  None  of  these  bodies  have  a  right  to 
sell  their  land  :  they  lease  them,  and  those  who 
get  hold  of  those  lands  lease  them.  Only  the 
other  day  I  saw  an  advertisement  from  an 
absentee  at  Home,  a  Captain  Buckley  I  believe, 
asking  for  the  lease  of  a  piece  of  land  in  the 
centre  of  Christchurch  for  a  number  of  years  ; 
and,  if  that  principle  is  open  to  private  indi- 
viduals, why  not  apply  it  to  the  bulk  of  us  ? 
The  honourable  member  for  Gladstone  tells  me 
he  is  not  in  favour  of  large  monopolists,  and 
I  give  him  credit  for  that.  I  take  it  he  holds 
those  views  because  ho  is  one  of  the  Young  New 
Zealand  party,  and  I  am  glad  they  are  setting 
their  faces  against  these  huge  monopolists,  be- 
cause they  are  against  the  interests  of  the  people. 
I  shall  say  no  more.  I  have  entered  my  pro- 
test, and,  I  think,  on  solid  grounds,  and  I  am 
not  going  to  be  a  party  to  sacrifice  what  the 
honourable  member  for  Auckland  Central  would 
cay  is  the  birthright  of  the  people  of  New  Zea- 
land. 

Mr.  GUINNESS  moved  the  adjournment  of 
the  debate. 

The  House  divided. 


Taylor 
Walker. 


Ates,  6. 

Tellers. 
Guinness 
Moss. 
Noes,  38. 
Lawry  Bussell 

Macarthnr         Seymour 
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Moat  Thompson,  T. 

Monk  Ward 

Peacock  Wilson 

Pearson  Withy. 

Bhodes  Tellers. 

Bichardson,  G.  Fitohett 
Boss  Kelly. 

Majority  against,  82. 
Motion  negatived. 

Mr.  BLAKE.— I  had  not  the  slightest  idea  of 
speaking  on  this  Bill  to-night ;  but  it  seems  to 
zne  very  certain  that,  if  I  do  not  say  the  few 
words  I  have  to  say  now,  I  shall  lose  my  oppor- 
tunity of  getting  a  provision  inserted  in  the 
Bill  which  I  am  quite  certain  is  a  great 
necessity.  I  do  not  see  anything  in  the  Bill  to 
provide  for  the  necessities  of  the  working-man 
— who,  I  know  well,  requires  some  looking-after 
— in  the  shape  of  labour-settlements  in  the 
conntry.  These  settlements  are  very  necessary 
■11  through  the  country  distiiots,  where  the 
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men  can  be  employed  by  the  farmers  in  various 
ways  for  some  months  of  the  year.  These 
labour-settlements  could  easily  be  established 
by  the  Government  throughout  the  country, 
and  it  would  very  much  alter  the  Bill,  in 
my  opinion,  if  this  were  done.  I  have 
read  through  the  Bill,  and  am  very  much 
pleased  with  some  of  it.  I  am  pleased  that 
the  Minister  of  Lands  wishes  to  induce  people 
to  come  into  the  country  to  buy  land.  I  hate 
the  sight  of  a  poor  map,  because  I  wish  they 
were  all  rich.  I  think,  however,  it  is  unlikely 
the  honourable  gentleman  vrill  bring  into  this 
colony  a  class  of  men  who  will  buy  the  class  of 
land  we  have  to  sell,  at  any  rate  during  the 
time  the  prices  of  produce  are  so  low  as  they 
are  at  present.  As  I  say,  there  is  no  provision 
made  for  the  land  to  be  leased  in  the  manner 
which  I  should  like  to  see.  I  am  not  very 
fond  of  the  deferred-payment  system ;  and  I 
would  much  rather  see  added  to  the  clause 
dealing  with  that  subject  words  something  like 
these  :  that  leases  be  also  offered  of  not  less 
than  200  acres  of  the  best  land  and  2,000  acres 
of  the  second-class  land  conjoined,  at  a  rental 
of  5  per  cent.,  based  on  the  present  proposed 
selling-price  of  £l  and  ISs.  6d.  per  acre  respec- 
tively ;  the  leases  to  be  not  less  than  ten 
years  or  more  than  twenty-one  years,  with 
a  right  of  purchase  at  any  time  during  the 
lease.  If  not  purchased  by  the  occupier  at 
the  end  of  the  term,  75  per  cent,  for  useful  im- 
provements to  be  allowed  by  any  tenant  or  pur- 
chaser overbidding  for  the  second  term ;  but,  if 
the  occupier  gives  it  up  or  foils  to  pay  rent,  no 
valuation  for  improvements  to  be  allowed.  That 
would  give  a  chance  to  the  fanners'  sons  of 
the  country  to  take  up  land  by  lease,  instead  of 
its  being  bought  up  by  speculators.  We  have 
a  large  number  of  farmers'  sons  with  a  certain 
amount  of  capital,  but  not  enough  to  buy  the 
land  and  fence  and  stock  it.  If  the  Govern- 
ment would  do  this  they  would  get  interest  on 
the  land,  and  would  get  the  money  for  it  in  the 
end.  These  people,  if  they  could  not  get  money 
enough  in  twenty- one  years  to  buy  it,  would  be 
sure  of  getting  their  improvements  allowed  for 
if  the  Umd  were  taken  up  by  any  one  who  would 
give  any  more  money  for  it.  In  that  case  they 
would  be  paid  for  their  improvements.  There 
is  no  provision  in  this  Bill  to  give  facilities  to 
the  inhabitants  of  the  colony  to  take  up  land 
instead  of  speculators  taking  it  up  and  charg- 
ing a  bigger  price  or  larger  rent.  One  or  the 
other  is  sure  to  happen.  I  have  no  wish 
whatever  to  find  fault  with  the  Bill.  Other 
honourable  gentlemen  who  are  better  able  to 
judge  of  the  legal  portions  of  it  than  I  am  have 
looked  through  the  Bill.  But  I  do  think  a  dif- 
ferent system  of  Land  Boards  should  be  esta- 
blished. I  think  the  members  of  this  Hous« 
should  be  members  of  the  Load  Boards — not 
the  town  members,  but  the  members  from  the 
country.  They  travel  free  by  the  railways,  so 
that  their  expenses  would  be  very  small ;  and 
if  there  was  any  patriotism  in  them  they 
would  do  the  work  without  any  pay.  I  think 
if  a  man  is  populeir  enough  to  be  elected 
a  member  of  ttie  House  of  Bepresentatives  hft 
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vonld  be  acceptable  as  a  member  of  a  Land 
Board.  I  have  something  which  I  very  much 
wish  shoald  be  inserted  in  this  Bill,  if  I  am  not 
trespassing  too  much  on  the  good-nature  of  the 
Minister  of  Lands.  It  is  to  inake  labour-settle- 
meuts.  These  labour-settlements  are  required 
throughout  the  farming  districts.  I  have  often 
had  nine  or  ten  people  living  in  tents  upon 
a  spare  piece  of  land  I  have.  They  worii  for 
me  or  my  neighbours  probably  for  eight  or  nine 
months  a  year.  They  have  nowhere  to  go 
during  the  olher  four  months,  except  to  the 
publichouse  to  spend  their  money.  If  they 
had  only  an  acre  to  live  and  work  on  when  they 
had  no  other  work  to  do  it  would  be  a  great 
thing  for  them.  Hundreds  of  men  would  be 
glad  to  take  up  land  upon  this  principle.  I 
would  suggest  the  following :  That  labour-settle- 
ments be  established,  in  localities  where  em- 
ployment may  be  obtained,  at  a  cost  of  not 
more  than  £50 ;  not  more  than  five  occupiers 
to  be  placed  in  one  settlement ;  not  less  than 
10  per  cent,  cash  to  be  paid  as  first  deposit; 
not  less  than  10  per  cent,  per  annum  to  be 
paid  in  half-yearly  instalments  until  the  whole 
be  paid  ;  each  settler  to  get  from  the  Land 
OfBce  a  license  to  occupy,  and  at  any  time 
after  20  per  cent,  has  been  paid  the  owner  to 
be  allowed  to  sell  by  transferring  his  license 
to  occupy  at  the  Land  Of&ce  at  a  cost  of  Ss. ; 
no  land  to  be  found  until  throe  applicants 
have  deposited  10  per  cent.  each.  Any- 
thing in  this  shape  would  make  these  small 
labour-settlements  about  the  country  useful — 
say,  five  or  seven  miles  apart ;  and  the  settle- 
ment might  be  established  in  districts  where 
the  men  could  obtain  work  for  the  greater 
part  of  the  year.  When  they  are  not  em- 
ployed they  get  away  all  over  the  country, 
and  it  takes  a  great  deal  of  trouble,  when 
the  owners  of  the  stations  or  farms  want 
the  men,  to  ^et  them  together  again.  If  they 
could  settle  m  the  manner  I  have  suggestecl 
they  would  always  be  there,  and  they  could  fill 
up  their  spare  time  by  working  on  their  sec- 
tions. If  the  Minister  of  Leinds  will  look  into 
this  matter  he  will,  I  believe,  see  that  it  is 
necessary,  and  that  if  my  suggestion  is  carried 
out  it  wUl  do  the  country  a  great  deal  of  good. 
I  am  sure  if  he  were  to  ask  the  farmers  in  any 
portion  of  Canterbury,  or  any  of  the  station- 
holders  about  the  Hurunui,  they  would  say 
that  they  would  be  very  gltid  to  have  settle- 
ments like  this  upon  their  runs,  because  they 
are  always  in  trouble  when  they  want  labour. 
The  Government  would  be  sure  of  their  money, 
and  the  men  would  always  look  on  their  land 
as  freehold  ;  because,  when  once  they  had  paid 
20  per  cent,  of  the  price  of  their  sections 
they  could  at  once  sell  their  sections,  and 
put  the  proceeds  in  their  pockets,  and  any 
improvements  would  be  paid  for  by  the  pur- 
chaser. I  hope  the  Minister  of  Lands  will  allow 
me  to  see  him  on  this  matter,  with  a  view  of 
allowing  this  provision  to  be  inserted  in  the  Bill. 
I  think  if  I  lost  this  chance  of  getting  it  before 
the  House,  with  a  view  of  getting  it  inserted 
this  session,  I  should  have  no  other  opportunity. 
I  do  not  wish  to  ofier  any  factious  opposition  to 
Mr.  Blake 


the  Bill.  What  I  want  to  see  is  people  settled 
on  the  land,  and  the  class  of  people  I  want  to 
see  settled  on  the  land  are  the  sons  of  farmers 
in  all  parts  of  the  country.  I  do  not  want  to 
see  people  brought  from  other  parts  of  the  world 
to  settle  on  the  lands. 

An  Hon.  Membeb. — Why  ? 

Mr.  BLAKK. — Because  it  seems  to  be 
neither  patriotic  nor  reasonable;  it  seems  to 
be  a  way  of  getting  revenue  from  the  land  jnst 
because  we  are  a  little  poor.  I  know  hundreds 
of  young  men  who  have  from  £300  to  £500,  and 
with  this  they  could  lease  a  section,  and,  if  they 
did  not  buy  it  in  twenty-one  years,  surely  they 
could  live  on  it  and  improve  it,  and  it  would  bie 
worth  more  to  the  Government  at  the  end  of 
that  time.  There  can  be  no  loss  made,  and  I 
am  sure  they  would  be  glad  of  any  provision  of 
the  kind.  I  have  lived  in  New  Zealand  for  a 
long  time,  and  I  am  speaking  simply  because  I 
vrish  the  thing  to  be  done  in  the  best  way.  If 
the  Minister  of  Lands  could  meet  the  case  by  a 
better  method  than  that  I  suggest  I  should  not 
oppose  it.  I  come  from  a  farming  district,  and 
ook  at  these  matters  more  particularly  than 
honourable  members  coming  from  other  parts. 
We  want  the  land  settled,  because  the  unem- 
ployed drain  away  into  the  towns,  and  we  want 
to  get  them  in  the  busy  times,  but  they  are  all 
over  the  country,  and  it  is  difficult  to  find  them, 
whereas  if  they  lived  at  a  place  where  they  could 
get  work  they  would  have  lots  to  live  on,  and 
could  improve  their  place  when  times  wore  dull. 
We  are  always  hoping  that  the  times  will  be 
better,  and  that  the  Government  will  do  the 
best  it  can  to  help  us  in  these  bad  times  with 
our  lands — not  to  take  them  away  from  us  just 
because  times  are  so  bad,  but  to  give  us  a 
chance  to  lease  them  and  eventually  to  buy 
them.  I  do  not  believe  in  special  settlements 
and  that  sort  of  thing,  and  I  am  not  asking  for 
it.  If  my  scheme  wore  adopted  the  cry  of  the 
unemployed  would  decrease.  Not  that  the  men 
I  have  referred  to  specially  constitute  the  ronlra 
of  the  unemployed.  The  men  who  work  the 
hardest "  spree  "  the  hardest,  and  they  drift  into 
the  towns  when  they  have  nothing  to  do,  where 
they  are  idle.  I  hope  the  House  will  adopt 
this  scheme,  because  then  we  should  perhaps 
once  more  be  able  to  say, — 

Good  luok  to  the  flocks  and  the  fleece, 

Oood  luck  to  the  groTCors  of  com, 
With  a  blesain((  of  plenty  and  peace. 

And  I  do  hope  the  Minister  of  Lands  will  assist 
UB  in  the  way  he  ought  to  do.  I  should  be  glad 
to  give  him  my  suggestions,  but  I  suppose  he 
knows  more  about  it  than  I  do.  I  will  leave  the 
matter  in  the  hands  of  the  Minister,  and  wUl 
see  him  in  the  morning,  with  a  view  of  intro- 
ducing a  clause  to  effect  this  scheme.  The 
rest  of  the  Bill  I  leave  to  the  lawyers  to  deal 
vrith. 

Dr.  PITCHETT.— I  intend  to  support  the 
second  reading  of  this  Bill,  but  wish  expressly 
to  reserve  to  myself  the  right  to  discuss  the 
principles  of  the  measure  at  a  later  stage.  The 
Premier  has  said  that  in  supporting  the  second 
reading  we  do  not  necessarily  affirm  the  prin- 
ciples.   I  accept  that  assurance.    As  to  the 
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Bill  itself,  I  see  no  one  leading  piinoiple  in  it. 
There  are  many  conflicting  principles ;  but  I 
&d^t  the  right  of  the  Government  to  press 
the  Bill  forward  a  stage,  and  therefore  I  shall 
support  the  second  reading.  But  there  are 
many  things  in  it  to  which  I  take  exception, 
and,  without  attempting  to  discuss  it  eiuiaus- 
tively,  I  will  briefly  indicate  one  or  two.  I 
think  a  great  deal  of  harm  will  be  done  by 
selling  these  lands  by  auction.  This  opens  the 
door  to  very  great  evils — evils  from  which  we 
have  suffered  in  the  past.  Again,  there  is  dan- 
ger of  dummyism,  of  gridironing,  and  of  picking 
the  eyes  out  of  the  country.  A  man  can  take 
ap  640  acres  of  one  class  of  land  and  2,000  of 
another ;  but  the  section  does  not  say  that  it  is 
to  be  taken  in  whole  blocks,  and  it  seems  to  me 
to  be  competent  for  any  man  to  so  split  up  his 
640  acres  or  his  2,000  acres  as  to  pick  out  the 
eyes  of  the  district.  Again,  I  must  object  em- 
phatically to  the  ingenioQS  method  by  which 
the  Bill  takes  from  all  trust  bodies  in  the 
colony  the  power  to  deal  with  their  reserves. 
A  measure  to  effect  a  similar  object  was  intro- 
duced some  time  ago,  and  was  then  defeated  ; 
and  1  shall  strenuously  oppose  any  attempt  on 
the  part  of  the  Government  to  interfere  with 
the  right  of  all  bodies,  whether  educational  or 
otherwise,  to  deal  as  they  think  fit  with  their 
reserves.  This  Bill  effects  that  end  by  simply 
repealing  the  clauses  in  the  Land  Act  which 
zequire  the  consent  and  request  of  the  trust 
bodies  before  the  Crown  can  sell  the  reserves. 
In  regard  to  the  proposed  abolition  of  Land 
Boards,  these  may  bo  expensive,  but  to  abolish 
them  on  this  account  is  like  cutting  off  a  limb 
because  it  aches.  If  you  consider  the  largo 
tiacts  of  land  they  have  to  deal  with  in  Otago 
And  Southland,  it  would  be  impossible  to  do 
the  work  properly  from  Wellington ;  and  I  pro- 
test against  economy  being  made  a  pretext  for 
centralism.  At  present  a  person  interested 
can  attend  the  Board  meetings  and  hear  all 
the  pros  and  cons.,  and  the  decision  of  the 
Board.  An  enormous  evil  would  follow  the 
abolition  of  these  Boards ;  therefore  I  hope  the 
Government  will  consider  the  necessity  of  re- 
taining them,  even  if,  in  doing  so,  they  increase 
the  expense  of  the  country. 

Mr.  MOSS. — The  honourable  ;member  who 
has  last  spoken  tells  us  that  he  cannot  see  cmy 
principle  in  the  Bill. 

Dr.  PITCHETT.— I  seo  many  principles  in 
it ;  but  I  said  I  could  not  see  any  leading  prin- 
ciple in  it. 

Mr.  MOSS. — ^Had  the  honourable  member 
heard  the  speech  of  the  honourable  member 
for  Kumaca  I  do  not  think  he  could  have  said 
there  was  no  leading  principle  in  the  Bill.  We 
felt  so  much  confidence  in  the  honourable 
gentleman  who  has  charge  of  this  Bill  that  we 
'were  inclined  to  be  exceedingly  careless.  It 
was  stated,  in  the  blandest  manner,  that  tho 
Bill  simply  opened  up  the  country  to  settlers 
■of  all  kmds.  Now,  confiding  in  that  state- 
ment, very  many  of  us  did  not  look  into  the 
Bill  as  we  should  have  done.  Besides,  there  is 
another  reason.  We  have  had  for  over  three 
yetucB  on  those  benches  a  Government  which, 


whatever  its  o,ther  faults,  had  strong  sync* 
pathies  with  the  people  of  the  colony ;  and  we 
know  they  were  a  Government  incapable  of 
playing  the  Land  Act  into  the  hands  of  any 
particular  section  or  class  of  the  community. 
Therefore  we  had  got  into  a  habit — rather  a 
careless  one — in  dealing  with  their  Land  Bills 
which  I  think  we  shall  throw  off  after  this  ex- 
perience. Sir,  it  is  said  we  should  pass  the 
second  reading  of  this  Bill  as  a  matter  of 
form,  without  any  debate  at  all.  It  is  quite 
true  that  when  the  Bill  comes  from  the  Waste 
Lands  Committee  it  will  be  competent  to  dis- 
cuss the  Bill ;  but  we  shall  have  afiSrmed  the 
principle  of  the  Bill  if  we  agree  to  the  second 
reading  now,  and  unquestionably  the  principle 
of  this  Bill  is  to  sell  the  land  regardless  of  bond 
fide  and  productive  settlement,  and  to  put  the 
money  into  the  Treasury.  The  honourable 
gentleman  in  charge  of  the  Bill  may  deny — 
and  BO  may  the  Minister  of  Education,  who  is 
the  only  member  of  the  Government  at  pre- 
sent in  the  House — that  that  is  the  principle ; 
but  it  runs  throughout  the  Bill,  and  it  is  an 
entirely  new  principle  in  our  legislation.  In 
proof  of  my  assertion  I  will  quote  the  Minister 
of  Education,  who  said,  "We  are  reproached 
because  we  are  endeavouring  to  administer  the 
lands  of  the  colony  in  such  a  way  as  that  they 
will  not  entail  a  loss."  That  is  the  principle 
of  the  Bill.  We  have  been  told  that  the 
Government  have  no  time  to  consider  other 
important  measures,  but  they  must  get  through 
the  session  to  deal  with  retrenchment.  Then, 
why  do  they  wont  to  force  this  Bill  through 
the  House  in  this  way  ?  We  have  done  our 
duty  as  members  in  protesting  against  what  we 
consider  an  ill-advised  attempt  to  force  a  great 
measure  through  the  House.  A  radical  change 
is  proposed  in  tlie  principle  of  our  land-adminis- 
tration. Settlement  is  to  be  discarded  alto- 
gether, to  fill  the  Treasury.  There  is  no  doubt 
that  that  is  the  guiding  principle  of  the  Bill. 
It  means  retrogression  in  our  land-legislation, 
and  I  strongly  object  to  such  proposals.  Whilst 
there  is  power  given  to  sell  land  at  low  figures, 
there  is  no  power  to  reduce  the  price  to  special 
settlers,  and  no  inducements  are  held  out  to 
village  settlers.  I  am  quite  sure  of  this :  that 
one  of  the  most  beneficent  schemes  of  land-ad- 
ministration has  been  the  village  settlements, 
and  that  the  village  settlements  established 
in  Auckland  have  been  an  unmixed  good.  No 
doubt  there  will  be  occasional  failures  in  this  ; 
but  I  would  bear  my  testimony  in  the  most 
emphatic  manner  to  what  I  believe  to  have 
been  one  of  the  most  beneficent  and  success- 
ful attempts  to  relieve  the  distress  that  was 
then  prevailing,  and  to  give  homes  to  those 
who  otherwise  could  not  hope  for  tliem.  The 
speech  of  the  honourable  member  for  Eumara 
is  the  clearest  exposition  of  the  Bill,  and  it 
stirred  up  several  honourable  members,  myself 
amongst  them,  to  the  character  of  the  Bill. 
And  now,  without  giving  honourable  members 
the  opportunity  of  considering  that  speech, 
the  Government  are  pursuing  their  old  high- 
handed tactics,  against  which  I  have  heard  the 
Colonial  Secretary  himself  most  loudly  corn- 


Digitized  by 


Google 


166 


Land  BilL 


[HOUSE.] 


Land  Bill. 


[Nov.  29 


plain  in  foimer  times.  I  am  satisfied  that  we 
have  done  our  duty  in  expressing  reprobation 
in  the  strongest  possible  terms  of  the  conduct 
of  the  Government  in  this  matter.  After 
having  declared  that  the  sole  purpose  of  the 
session  was  retrenchment,  and  refusing  recog- 
nition of  other  measures  urgently  demanded 
by  the  country,  they  bring  down  a  Bill  which 
is  an  entire  reversal  of  the  existing  and  of  the 
past  policy  of  our  land-legislation,  and  which. 
Sir,  in  its  effects,  must  be  serious  and  far- 
reaching.  This  Bill,  if  it  be  passed  to-night, 
and  pass  through  the  House  ultimately  in  its 
present  form,  will,  I  firmly  believe,  be  a  cnrse 
to  those  who  come  after  us  for  many  gene- 
rations, and  whose  interest  in  the  land  we  are 
thus  asked  to  forestall  and  dissipate. 

Mr.  KELLY.  —  It  appears  to  me  that  the 
honourable  gentleman  who  has  just  sat  down 
has  not  carefully  studied  the  Bill  that  is  before 
the  House.  I  have  studied  the  Bill  carefully, 
and  I  find  that  the  deferred-payment  system 
and  the  perpetual  -  lease  system,  which  he 
has  alluded  to,  are  not  interfered  with.  The 
honourable  gentleman  has  said  that  he  has 
made  a  protest  against  an  ill-advised  attempt 
to  push  this  measure  through  the  House.  In 
my  opinion  there  has  been  no  attempt  to  push 
the  measure  through  the  House.  I  understand 
that  the  Bill  has  to  go  to  the  Waste  Lands 
Committee ;  and  in  all  probability  it  n-ill  come 
back  from  that  Committee  in  a  difierent  form 
from  what  it  is  now  in.  I  have  some  amend- 
ments myself  which  I  wish  to  have  put  into 
this  Bill  when  in  Committee,  and  I  have  no 
doubt  that  other  hononrable  members  will 
attempt  to  get  their  amendments  in  the  Bill 
when  it  is  before  the  Waste  Lands  Committee ; 
so  that  it  may  come  back  to  the  House  in  a 
very  different  form.  The  honourable  member 
for  Kumara  says  that  he  objects  to  the  price 
of  land  being  reduced.  He  said  that  the 
upset  price  of  land  in  Canterbury  was  £2  an 
acre,  and  that  now  it  was  to  be  reduced  to  £1. 
I  object  to  the  price  of  land  being  raised.  In 
the  district  that  I  represent  the  upset  price 
of  land  is  ISs.  for  first-class,  10s.  for  second- 
class,  and  Ss.  for  third-class.  Now,  it  appears, 
according  to  this  Bill,  that  the  price  of  land 
is  going  to  be  raised  to  £1  per  t^ote  for  first- 
class  land.  As  far  as  I  know,  the  first-cl^s 
land  of  my  district  has  been  sold  long  ago,  or 
given  back  to  Natives.  There  is  very  little 
first-class  land  remaining  in  the  district,  and 
round  about  where  I  live  there  is  not  even 
second-class  land.  I  have  been  to  the  Minister 
of  Lands  myself,  since  I  came  to  Wellington, 
to  induce  him,  if  I  possibly  could,  to  reduce 
the  price  of  land ;  and  now  the  honourable 
member  for  Kumara  complains  that  the  price 
of  land  ought  to  be  more  than  £1  per  acre — 
that  that  is  too  low  altogether.  The  honour- 
able member  for  Christchurch  North  said  that 
land  was  put  up  some  ten  years  ago  in 
Canterbury  for  £2  an  acre.  Now,  Sir,  that 
land,  if  it  was  any  good  at  the  time,  would 
have  been  taken  up  at  £2  an  acre,  because 
land  all  over  the  colony,  I  must  say — at  all 
«Tents,  in  the  North  Island — is  not  worth  half 
Mr.  Moss 


what  it  was  ten  years  ago.  Cultivated  farms 
are  selling  at  haU  the  price  they  were  Belling 
at  ten  years  ago.  But  I  think  the  QoTemmai^ 
are  right  in  reducing  the  upset  price  all  ovet 
the  colony,  and  in  their  wishes  to  enoouraga 
settlement  in  every  possible  way.  I  say  that 
a  landed  estate  is  not  a  proper  estate  for  the 
colony  to  hold.  The  Government  have  a  right 
to  dispose  of  the  land  as  they  wish.  It  appeals 
that  we  have  twenty  million  acres  of  Crown 
land  at  present.  Now,  considering  the  de- 
pressed state  of  the  colony,  I  think  the  whole 
of  this  land  should  be  disposed  of,  to  reduce  the 
debt  of  the  country.  Supposing  fourteen  mil- 
lion acres  of  land  are  sold  at  10s.  an  acre,  we  get 
from  that  £7,000,000.  Then  we  have  six  millicm 
acres  of  bush-land,  which  I  heard  one  honour- 
able member  say  was  valued  at  £4  an  acre.  If 
we  value  it  at  £2  an  acre,  that  would  give  us 
twelve  millions  more,  and  this  would  reduce 
the  debt  of  the  country  very  considerably.  I 
am  not  going  to  occupy  the  time  of  the  House 
at  any  great  length  now,  as  I  shall  have 
another  opportunity  of  speaking  on  this  ques- 
tion ;  but  it  is  my  intention  to  support  the 
Government  as  far  as  I  possibly  can  in  these 
liberal  measures:  and  I  contend  that  this  is 
a  liberal  measure,  notwithstanding  what  has 
been  said  to  the  contrary. 

Mr.  WABD.— This  is  a  most  important  Bill, 
and  before  the  question  is  put  1  desire  to  make 
a  remark  or  two  upon  it,  and  I  trust  hononrable 
members  will  not  think  I  am  trespassing  too 
much  on  their  good-nature  in  doing  so  at  this 
late  hour.  There  are  many  clauses  in  the  Bill 
with  which  I  cordially  agree,  and  I  think  it  is 
a  step  in  the  right  direction  to  reduce  the  price 
of  land  as  indicated  in  this  Bill.  I  also  believe 
in  the  principle  of  allowing  persons  to  take  up 
land  either  for  cash,  or  on  deferred  payment,  or 
on  theperpetual-lease  principle,  fori  think  every 
possible  facility  should  be  afforded  to  induce 
people  to  take  up  land.  I  advocated  that  the 
three  methods  provided  in  this  measure  should 
be  the  law  of  the  country,  when  contesting 
my  election :  and  I  am  consequently  the  more 
gratified  to  find  them  in  the  Bill.  But  I  do 
not  like  the  idea — which  is  too  vaguely  par- 
ticularised— about  the  selection  of  640  acres  or 
2,000  acres  in  various  districts.  I  am  of  opinion 
that  the  acreage,  in  both  Instanoes,  is  tbo  great, 
and  there  will  be  much  room  for  abuses  to  be 
practised  as  they  now  stand  in  the  Bill,  and  I 
hope  they  will  both  be  reduced.  It  appears 
to  me  that  when  this  Bill  goes  before  the  Waste 
Lands  Committee  or  a  Committee  of  tho  House 
the  possibility  of  dummyism  will  have  to  be 
very  carefully  guarded  agejnst.  I  am  anxious 
to  bring  under  the  notice  of  the  Minister  of 
Lands  this :  In  South  Invercargill  there  are  a 
number  of  deferred-payment  sections.  I  thinlc 
a  proviso  ought  to  be  passed  to  enable  that 
borough  to  take  advantiige  of  the  deferred- 
payment  thirds,  similar  to  that  provided  for 
special  and  village  settlements.  Possibly  the 
Minister  of  Lands  will  see  his  way  to  make 
some  provision  of  that  kind,  and  I  shall  be  very 
glad  indeed  if  he  does  so. 

Mr.  G.  P.  RICHARDSON.— There  is  a  statu- 
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tory  provision  in  this  Bill  to  deal  with  these 
exceptional  cases,  and  also  with  the  peculiar 
oase  of  the  InTercargill  Road  District. 

Mr.  WARD.  —  I  am  under  the  impression 
that  snoh  is  not  the  case,  but  I  shall  be  glad  to 
leam  that  I  am  mistaken.  The  Borough  of 
South  Invercargill  has  laboured  under  an  in- 
justice in  this  matter  for  some  years ;  and  I 
think  the  Minister  will  find  I  am  correct  that, 
while  the  Bill  provides  retrosjjectively  for  the 
payment  of  deferred-payment  thirds  to  village 
and  special  settlements,  in  the  case  of  South 
Invercargill  it  does  not  do  so.  I  believe  it  is 
the  only  borough  in  the  colony  that  has  a  large 
number  of  deferred-payment  sections  in  it,  and 
I  press  its  claims  for  fair  and  equitable  treat- 
ment. I  am  opposed  to  the  abolition  of  the 
Land  Boards.  They  should  be  continued  with- 
out payment  to  members.  I  am  not  going  to 
trespass  on  the  time  of  the  House  any  longer. 
I  do  think  that,  now  we  are  having  a  very 
liberal  land  measure  placed  before  the  country, 
it  would  be  a  good  thing  if  the  auction  system 
were  abolished,  and  the  ballot  system  intro- 
duced in  its  stead.  So  far  as  Southland  is 
concerned,  from  what  has  occurred  in  the  past 
I  believe  that,  if  the  ballot  system  is  intro- 
duced, it  will  be  hailed  with  ver}'  great  satis- 
faction. 

Mr.  T.  MACKENZIE.— I  purpose  supporting 
the  second  reading  of  the  Bill.  I  take  excep- 
tion, however,  to  some  of  its  provisions.  I  take 
exception  to  clause  8,  which  provides  that  all 
the  land  at  present  set  aside  under  deferred 
payment  and  perpetual-leasing  must  be  sold 
for  cash.  I  also  take  exception  to  clause  10.  I 
think  640  acres  of  fiist-class  land  is  too  much 
to  sell  to  any  one  individual.  I  think  also  that 
2,000  acres  of  other  land  is  too  large  a  block, 
and  opens  the  door  to  improper  practices.  I 
think  that  clause  14,  which  permits  of  com- 
petition by  auction,  is  a  pernicious  provision, 
because  it  leads  to  fictitious  prices  being  given 
for  land :  farmers,  as  we  have  seen  in  the 
past,  bid  a  higher  price  than  the  land  is  worth. 
Then,  clause  17,  dealing  with  the  system  of  sur- 
veying land,  provides  that  all  surveyors  survey- 
ing land  must  be  persons  in  the  employ  of  the 
Surveyor-General.  This  would  be  a  great  hard- 
ship on  people  in  my  district,  because  it  often 
happens  that  the  nearest  survey  party  are  nearly 
a  hundred  miles  away,  and  it  would  be  very 
inconvenient  if  they  had  to  be  brought  the 
whole  of  that  distance  to  survey  lands ;  and 
small  selections  cost  more  for  surveying  than 
the  upset  price  of  the  land.  I  think  any  duly- 
anthorised  surveyor  ought  to  have  the  privilege 
of  being  selected  by  the  selector  to  survey  his 
land. 

Mr.  G.  F.  RICHARDSON.  — This  clause  is 
specially  drafted  to  allow  the  Surveyor-Gene- 
ral to  employ  all  qualified  surveyors  in  this 
capacity. 

Mr.  T.  MACKENZIE.— Yes;  but  the  Bill  dis- 
tinctly states  "  in  the  employ  of  the  Surveyor- 
General,"  and  private  surveyors  cannot  be  said 
to  be  in  the  employment  of  the  Surveyor-Gene- 
ral, and  may  be  overworked.  I  think,  if  every 
authorised  surveyor  had  a  right  to  survey  the 


line  when  he  was  asked  to  do  so  by  the  selector, 
the  work  could  be  done  at  a  very  much  lowef 
rate  by  surveyors  resident  in  the  district  than 
if  surveyors  in  the  employ  of  the  Surveyor- 
General  had  to  come  long  distances  to  do  it.  X 
disagree  with  clause  22,  which  permits  of  smalt 
grazing-runs  being  increased  from  five  thousand 
acres  to  twenty  tho-isand  acres.  With  these 
exceptions,  I  purpu.,0  supporting  the  second 
reading  of  the  Bill,  and  trust  that  it  will  be 
modified  in  Committee  in  the  directions  I  have 
already  indicated. 

Amendment  negatived. 

The  House  divided  on  the  question,  "That 
the  Bill  be  now  read  a  second  time." 

Ayes,  84. 


Allen 

Maoarthur 

Steward,  W.  J 

Barron 

Mackenzie, 

T.    S.-Menteath 

Blake 

Marchant 

Tanner 

Buchanan 

McGregor 

Thompson,  T. 

Cowan 

Moat 

Walker 

Fisher 

Monk 

Ward 

Fraser 

Pearson 

Wilson 

Graham 

Rhodes 

Withy. 

Hislop 

Richardson, 

G. 

Jackson 

Ross 

Tellers. 

Kelly 

Russell 

Hobbs 

Lawry 

Seymour 
Noes,  4 

Thompson,  R. 
Tellers. 

Joyce 

Moss 

Taylor 

Seddon. 

Majority  for 

30. 

Bill  read  a 

second  time. 

The  House  adjourned  at  twenty-five  minute 

to  three  o'clock  a.m. 

LEGISLATIVE  COUNCIL. 
Wednesday,  30th  November,  1887. 


First  BeadinK— Second  Beadinxs— Third  Itoading 
'•Unemployed  "—Tenants'  Belief — Oaiiiaru  Har- 
bour Board  Loan  Bill— Midland  Bailway  Bevised 
Contract.  

The  Hon.  the  Spe&keb  took  the  chair  at 
half -past  two  o'clock. 

Pbayebs. 

FIRST  READING. 
Proclamations  Validation  Bill. 

SECOND  READINGS. 
Slaughterhouses  Bill,  New  Plymouth  Borough 
and  Harbour  Board  Street  and  Reserve  Ex- 
change Bill. 

THIRD  READINGS. 
Wesleyan  Methodist  Church  Property  Trust 
Bill,  New  Plymouth  Recreation   and    Race- 
course Reserves  Bill. 

"  UNEMPLOYED." 
The  Hon.  Mr.  SHRIMSKI  asked  the  Hon. 
the  Attorney-General,  If  it  is  true  that  the 
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QoTeinment  intend  to  provide  work  £oi  the 
unemployed  at  the  Public  Domain,  Auckland, 
such  work  to  consist  o{  forming  and  construct- 
ing carriage-drives,  &c. ;  and,  if  so,  will  the 
Government  extend  the  same  benefits  to  the 
unemployed  in  other  towns  and  municipalities 
in  the  southern  ports  of  the  colony  7  He  bad 
been  induced  to  put  this  question  on  the  Order 
Paper  in  consequence  of  an  article  which  ap- 
peared in  three  Wellington  papers  on  Saturday 
last  to  this  effect : — 

"  Unemployed  dj  Aucbxand.  —  By  tele- 
graph :  Press  Association.  —  Auckland,  25th 
Kovember. — ^A  telegram  has  been  received  by 
lir.  Philips,  Town  Clerk,  from  Mr.  Goldie, 
M.H.R.,  requesting  that  arrangements  may 
be  made  without  delay  for  work  for  the  un- 
employed for  this  city,  as  the  Government 
had  promised  to  find  woric.  Tho  Minister  for 
Public  Works  had  suggested  that  work  should 
be  taken  up  in  the  Domain,  and  it  is  proposed 
to  let  contracts  for  making  three  carriage- 
drives  to  be  formed  through  the  Domain." 

It  appeared  to  him  that  there  were  other 
places  in  the  colony  which  had  to  contribute 
towards  the  unemployed — smaller  places  and 
places  which  wore  heavily  taxed  at  the  present 
time.  If  any  assistance  was  to  be  given  towards 
work  for  the  unemployed  it  should  be  given 
in  the  smaller  places  as  well  as  in  tho  larger 
{owns. 

The  Hon.  Sir  P.  WHITAKER  said  the  Go- 
vernment had  not  authorised  any  expenditure 
OS  indicated  in  the  question,  nor  did  they 
intend  to  do  anything  of  the  kind.  What 
there  was  in  tho  newspapers  he  did  not  know. 
He  hod  not  seen  tho  telegram  which  hod  been 
read,  but  ho  hoped  his  honourablo  friend  would 
not  place  confidoiice  in  everything  that  be  saw 
in  newspapers.  With  regard  to  the  second 
part  of  the  question,  he  was  informed  that 
sums  of  money  had  been  spent  in  some  of  tho 
southern  provinces  in  work  of  the  character 
described  in  the  telegram.  In  what  places  that 
money  had  been  spent  he  was  not  aware;  but, 
if  his  honourable  friend  wished  to  know,  and 
would  move  for  the  information,  he  (Sir  F. 
Whitoker)  would  get  it. 

TENANTS'  RELIEF. 
The  Hon.  Mr.  WATERHOUSE.— Sir,  I  have 
been  induced  to  table  this  motion  in  conse- 
quence of  conversations  that  I  had  with  Sir 
George  Grey  in  reference  to  two  Bills  he  had 
introduced  into  the  other  branch  of  the  Legis- 
lataro.  Those  two  Bills  may  have  come  under 
the  notice  of  honourable  members :  they  are  the 
Fair  Rent  Bill  and  the  Freehold  Tenure  Acquisi- 
tion Bill.  The  Bills  passed  their  second  read- 
ing, and  were  down  for  committal ;  but,  owing 
to  arrangements  which  had  been  arrived  at 
with  reference  to  private  business  in  the  other 
branch  of  the  Legislature,  he  saw  there  was 
little  chance  of  these  Bills  being  taken  up  in 
the  course  of  the  present  session.  Therefore  he 
spoke  to  me  and  asked  me  to  take  up  the  Bills 
in  this  branch  of  the  Legislature,  being  of  opin- 
ion that,  if  they  passed  through  the  Council, 
steps  necessary  to  insure  their  coming  into 
Hon.  Mr.  Shrimski 


operation  would  bq  taken  in  the  House  of 
Representatives.  I  looked  through  those  Bills, 
and  I  must  say,  on  the  whole,  I  agreod  with  the 
principles  of  the  measures,  and  thought  they 
were  calculated  to  eflect  a  very  considerable 
public  benefit  in  the  present  state  of  matters. 
But  I  saw,  likewise,  that  the  machinery  provided 
was  not  such  as  was  likely  to  work  satisfac- 
torily ;  and  I  felt  that,  at  this  very  advanced 
period  of  the  session,  it  was  little  likely  that 
I  should  be  able  to  pass  through  this  Council  a 
satisfactory  measure — at  any  rate,  in  time  for 
its  being  passed  by  the  other  branch  of  the 
Legislature.  But,  Sir,  in  course  of  conversa- 
tion with  Sir  George  Grey  and  with  other 
honourable  members  my  attention  was  struck, 
to  a  greater  degree  than  had  been  the  case 
before,  with  the  necessity  for  some  immediate 
action  being  taken  in  this  direction.  There 
are,  as  honourable  members  are  aware,  many 
hundreds — I  do  not  know  whether  I  con  go  so 
far  as  to  say  thousands — of  persons  who  have 
token  land  under  various  tenures  from  the  Go- 
vernment— in  some  cases  as  perpetual  leases, 
in  other  cases  on  deferred  payment ;  and  there 
ore  other  persons  who  have  taken  land,  upon 
terms  which  now  prove  very  onerous,  from 
public  bodies.  These  tenants  find,  in  the 
altered  circumstances  of  tho  colonv,  that  it 
is  utterly  impossible  for  them  to  pay  their 
rents.  They  must  obtain  relief,  or  thoy 
must  pass  through  tho  Insolvency  Court,  and, 
in  all  prohabilitv,  bo  forced  to  leave  the 
colony.  As  regards  private  landlords,  they  can 
deal  with  these  cases.  No  man,  although  he 
might  be  a  hard  man,  would  refuse  to  grant 
a  concession  to  a  tenant  if  ho  saw  that  his  re- 
fusal would  necessitate  his  tenant  abandoning 
the  property  and  going  elsewhere,  leaving  the 
property  unoccupied  upon  the  landlord's  hands. 
But  the  Crown  is  not  in  that  position,  nor 
are  the  various  public  bodies  in  that  position  ; 
and  tho  consequence  is  that  these  tenants  are 
hanging  on  now  not  knowing  what  may  become 
of  them  in  a  short  time,  and  feeling  that, 
in  tho  present  circumstances  of  the  colony,  it 
is  impossible  for  them  to  carry  on  their  engage- 
ments. I  am  told  that  already  several  persona 
have  been  forced  through  the  Insolvency  Court 
in  consequence  of  the  inability  of  public  bodies 
to  reduce  their  rents.  The  public  bodies  are 
quite  willing  to  reduce  the  rents,  but  they  have 
not  tho  power  to  do  so.  As  regards  the  Grown 
tenants,  it  is  equally  clear  that  the  Govern- 
ment has  not  the  power.  These  tenants  are 
scattered  about  in  all  parts  of  the  colony,  from 
Hokianga  in  tlie  North  to  the  Bluil  in  'the 
South,  and  dealing  with  their  cases  would 
necessitate  a  great  deal  of  time  and  trouble, 
and  some  cbnsidcrablo  amount  of  expense.  I 
am  glad  to  find  that  the  attention  of  the 
Government  has  been  directed  to  this  subject : 
indeed,  there  was  an  allusion  to  it  in  the 
Governor's  Speech,  where,  honourable  members 
will  remember,  it  was  stated  that  a  measure 
would  be  introduced  to  grant  relief  to  certain 
small  settlers  who  were  suffering  from  the 
nature  of  their  tenure.  In  the  Land  Bill  that 
is  before  the  other  branch  of  the  Legislature 
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tbete  is  some  pioTision  to  meet  the  fatore 
seoesrities  of  certain  portions  of  the  Crown 
tenants,  mora  especially  the  deferred-payment 
settlers  and  the  perpetual  lessees ;  but  no  pro- 
vision is  made  to  meet  the  necessities  of  those 
persons  who  stand  in  so  much  need  of  some 
immediate  relief.  I  do  not  know  what  may  be 
the  intentions  of  the  Government  in  reference 
to  this  matter ;  I  believe,  however,  they  intend 
bringing  forward  some  measure  of  relief  during 
the  present  session ;  but  I  feel  that  it  would  not 
only  be  strengthening  Sir  George  Grey's  hands, 
but  would  strengthen  the  hands  of  the  Govern- 
ment, if  this  House  passed  a  resolution  to  the 
effect  that  it  was  a  matter  of  essential  import- 
ance that  during  the  present  session  a  measure 
of  relief,  such  as  is  indicated  in  this  resolution, 
were  passed.  I  well  know  that  the  Govern- 
ment cannot  sJways  give  efiect  to  their  in- 
tentions. They  may  have  the  best  intentions 
in  the  world,  but  may  feel  that,  under  the  cir- 
camstanoes,  it  is  not  in  their  power  to  carry 
those  intentions  into  execution.  There  are 
always  cases  where  the  Government  purpose 
passing  measures  through  Parliament,  and 
are  really  and  sincerely  desirous  of  passing 
those  measures ;  but  in  the  hurry  of  the  last 
moment,  with  the  view  of  closing  the  session 
within  a  certain  time,  they  are  obliged  to 
drop  them  altogether,  or  to  unduly  prolong  the 
session.  At  the  present  time  there  is  taUc  of 
proroguing  Parliament  about  the  17th  of  next 
month,  and  if  honourable  members  are  to  get 
to  their  homes  by  Christmas  it  is  undoubtedly 
essential  that  Parliament  should  be  prorogued 
at  that  time  ;  but  the  mass  of  business  to  be 
done  between  this  and  that  time  is  so  enormous 
as  to  present  little  hope  that  the  whole  of 
that  legislation  which  it  is  desirable  should  be 
passed  will  be  given  eSect  to.  I  very  much 
lear  that  many  measures  may  be  dropped  at 
the  last  moment.  We  know  that  under  the 
pressure  of  the  last  few  days  of  the  session 
Governments  do  things  in  the  way  of  sacri- 
ficing measures  which  at  other  times  they 
would  themselves  deem  not  possible.  The 
object  of  this  resolution  is  to  strengthen  as 
far  as  possible  the  hands  of  the  Government, 
and  induce  them  to  bring  forward  this  session 
— short  as  the  days  are  which  remain  of  it — 
a  measure  of  relief  to  these  settlers.  I  am 
far  from  being  of  opinion  that  any  satisfactory 
measure  can  be  introduced  at  t^is  very  late 
period  of  the  session.  If  it  can  be,  I  shall  be 
delighted ;  but,  if  it  cannot  be,  I  would  suggest 
the  introduction  of  a  measure  giving  the  public 
bodies  and  the  Goverimient  the  power  of  grant- 
ing immediate  relief  of  a  temporary  character 
to  the  persons  to  whom  I  have  referred.  I  think 
they  might  give  relief  for  the  present  time, 
waiting  the  passage  of  a  more  complete  mea- 
sure next  session,  which  I  hope  will  not  be  very 
remote.  It  is,  I  am  satisfied,  a  measure  of  the 
utmost  importance ;  it  is  a  measure  that  is 
looked  forward  to  by  large  numbers  of  persons 
who  are  sufiering  from  the  depressed  state  of 
the  markets  and  the  altered  circumstances  of 
the  colony ;  and,  unless  some  measure  of  relief 
be  granted  to  them,  I  believe  numbers  will  cast 


away  all  hope  of  relief,  and  the  consequence  to 
tbe  colony  may  be  very  serious.  I  beg  leave  to 
move  the  motion  standing  in  my  name. 

Motion  made,  and  question  proposed,  "  That, 
in  the  opinion  of  this  Council,  it  is  a  matter  of 
the  most  urgent  public  importance  that  a  Bill 
should  be  passed  during  the  present  session  to 
grant  to  Crown  tenants  and  tiie  tenants  of 
public  bodies  that  relief  which  is  necessitated 
by  the  change  in  the  circumstances  of  the 
colony." — {Hon.  Mr.  Waterliouse.) 

The  Hon.  Mr.  STEVENS.— The  Government 
are  aware  of  the  importance  of  giving  the  relief 
which  is  sought  by  this  resolution  to  be  given 
to  the  tenants  of  the  Grown  under  certain  cir- 
cumstances, and  also  of  giving  power  to  the 
local  bodies  who  have  lessees  to  give  them  the 
necessary  relief.  We  consider  that  tho  best 
course  to  take  for  this  session  will  be  to  givo  to 
the  local  bodies  concerned  power  to  deal  with 
their  tenants  in  the  some  manner  as  any  land- 
lord would  be  able  to  deal  with  his  tenants,, 
subject  only — to  avoid  the  possibility  of  any 
objectionable  course  being  token  —  subject 
only  to  the  approval  of  the  Minister,  who,  I 
imagine,  would  be  the  Minister  of  Lands.  That 
Bill  is  in  the  course  of  preparation,  and  the 
Government  will  do  their  best  to  pass  it  this 
session.  As  regards  the  Crown  tenants,  there 
is  a  distinction.  The  Government  might  take 
power,  certainly,  if  the  Legislature  thought  fit 
to  grant  it,  to  moko  similar  arrangements  with 
regard  to  deferred-payment,  perpetual-lease, 
and  other  tenants ;  but,  on  the  whole,  it  ap- 
pears desirable  that  no  final  course  should  be 
taken  this  session  without  the  fullest  considera- 
tion, and  an  attempt  to  place  arrangements 
upon  the  best  basis.  We  think,  therefore,  that 
the  best  course  to  take  with  regard  to  that 
class  of  tenants  is  to  pass  a  Bill  suspending 
eviction  and  recovery  of  rent  in  these  cases 
until  next  session,  when  Parliament  will  be  in- 
vited to  deal  with  the  whole  of  that  subject  in 
what  may  appear  to  Parliament  to  be  the  beat 
manner.  My  honourable  friend  Mr.  Water- 
house  has  made  reference  to  two  Bills.  The 
name  of  one  of  them  I  did  not  catch.  With  the 
provisions  of  the  Fair  Bent  Bill  I  am  generally 
familiar. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  WATERHOUSE.— The  other 
is  the  Freehold  Tenure  Acquisition  Bill. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  STEVENS.— That  Bill  might 
not  perhaps  give  much  relief  as  regards  arrears 
of  rent  and  liability  to  eviction  ;  and  we  think 
the  best  course,  considering  the  limited  time 
at  our  disposal,  is  to  propose  to  Parliament  the 
measures  I  have  spoken  of. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  PHARAZYN.— I  would  suggest 
to  the  honourable  gentleman  that  the  course 
which  he  proposes  to  take  in  regard  to  Crown 
tenants  might  also  be  adopted  in  regard  to 
tenants  of  local  bodies,  because,  as  it  seems  to 
me,  if  he  takes  the  course  he  proposes,  of 
allowing  them  to  do  precisely  as  a  private 
individual  would  do  with  regard  to  reducing 
rents,  difficulties  would  arise,  and  the  Minister 
of  Lands  will  find  himself  in  a  very  difficult 
position  when  he  has  to  decide  whether  any 
particular  locality  shall  make  these  redactions 
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or  not.  It  seems  to  me  the  Government 
(umnot  possibly  have  before  them  a  suf- 
ficient amount  of  information  to  enable  them 
to  propound  a  thoroughly  satisfactory  mea- 
gure  this  session ;  and  therefore  it  would 
be  better  merely  to  delay  eviction  of  tenants 
in  all  cases,  till  the  whole  matter  could  be 
thoroughly  considered  in  some  future  session. 
A  very  large  question  is  involved,  and  there 
doss  seem  to  me  some  indication  of  the  colony 
taking  a  step  somewhat  in  the  direction  of  Mr. 
Gladstone's  Irish  legislation ,  which  has  proved 
80  disastrous.  Anything  like  tampering  with 
rents,  it  appears  to  me,  would  be  exceedingly 
mischievous,  and  certainly  oiight  not  to  be  en- 
tered upon  without  the  fullest  consideration. 
Motion  agreed  to. 

OAMARU   HARBOUR   BOARD  LOAN 
BILL. 

a?he  Hon.  Mr.  HOLMES  said  a  storm  of 
extraordinary  violence  swept  over  the  East 
Coast  some  months  ago,  and  injured  the  break- 
water at  Oamaru  very  considerably.  The  ship- 
ping, however,  suffered  nothing,  because,  al- 
though injury  was  done  to  a  certain  portion  of 
the  breakwater,  the  shipping  was  quite  secure 
at  the  wharf.  After  this  occurrence,  the  Har- 
bour Board  thought  it  desirable  to  obtain  ad- 
vice as  to  the  best  means  of  having  the  damage 
repaired,  and  they  asked  for  the  services  of  Mr. 
Blackett,  the  Government  Engineer,  who  came 
down  to  Oamaru  and,  with  the  local  manager, 
examined  the  damage  and  suggested  a  remedy. 
His  opinion  was  that  it  would  take  about 
£8,000  to  make  the  breakwater  quite  secure ; 
but,  at  the  same  time,  in  looking  over  the 
worii,  he  imagined  that  it  would  be  better, 
before  anything  further  occurred,  to  spend 
more  money  on  it  and  make  it  perfectly 
secure  for  all  time  to  come.  He  would  ex- 
plain that  the  present  breakwater  was  an 
upright  wall,  and  Mr.  Blackett  proposed  that 
outside  the  wall  large  blocks  should  be  thrown 
indiscriminately,  to  give  strength  to  it,  so 
that  the  sea  coming  against  it  would  not  have 
so  much  effect  on  the  present  breakwater.  He 
estimated  that  this  work  would  cost  £22,000. 
In  addition  to  that,  the  Harbour  Board  was 
rather  behind  in  its  engagements  with  the  Go- 
vernment, and  the  result  was  that  there  was  a 
deficit  of  a  little  over  £8,000  in  this  respect ; 
and  the  Board  thought  that,  while  they  were 
borrowing,  thoy  might  as  well  clear  off  all  old 
scores,  and  they  included  this  £8,000  in  the 
other  amount  to  be  borrowed ;  so  that  the  result 
was  that  a  loan  of  £40,000  was  asked  for  by  this 
Bill.  The  Bill  had  been  before  the  Local  Bills 
Committee,  and  that  Committee  had  taken 
evidence  upon  it  from  Mr.  Blackett,  the  Go- 
vernment Engineer,  and  from  the  promoter  of 
the  Bill,  the  present  Colonial  Secretary.  The 
latter  was  examined  more  particularly  with  re- 
gard to  a  portion  of  the  Bill  that  the  Committee 
did  not  seem  to  believe  in — that  was,  with  re- 
gard to  the  consolidation  of  the  loan ;  and,  after 
the  Committee  had  questioned  him,  still  they 
could  not  see  that  there  would  be  any  great 
advantage  derived  by  consolidating  the  loon. 
Hon.  Mr.  Plutrazyn 


Taking  into  consideration  the  present  state  of 
the  money-market,  and  the  position  of  New 
Zealand  securities,  the  Board  thought  it  ad- 
visable to  relinquish  this  portion  of  the  Bill 
altogether,  and  merely  take  power  to  issue 
debentures  for  £40,000,  which  money  should  be 
confined  to  the  special  works  mentioned  in  the 
Bill  —  namely,  repairing  the  breakwater  and 
increasing  its  strength,  and  the  repayment  of 
liabilities.  He  would  only  say,  further,  that 
£'JSO,000  had  been  spent  on  harbour  work* 
at  Oamaru.  The  harbour  works  included  sixtj 
acres  of  still  water,  and  gave  a  depth  of  24ft. 
at  the  principal  wharf.  The  works  had  been 
a  great  advantage  to  the  locality,  giving  easy 
access  to  vessels,  and  providing  easy  means  of 
transport  for  the  produce  of  two  million  acres  of 
land,  thereby  saving  at  least  £10,000  a  year  to 
the  persons  using  it.  This  was  all  he  conEidered 
it  necessary  to  say  about  the  Bill,  except  with 
regard  to  the  security  for  the  loan.  The  security 
was  a  rating-power  over  rather  more  than  a 
million  acres  of  the  very  finest  district  in  the 
whole  colony.  It  included  all  the  agricultural 
land  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Oamaru.  It  also 
included,  north  of  the  Waitaki,  a  very  consi- 
derable portion  of  valuable  land,  and  of  valuable 
hill-land  up  as  far  as  the  Lindis  River;  so  that 
the  security  was  ample.  There  was  a  limit  to 
the  power  of  rating,  but  this  gave  an  ample 
margin  for  the  amount  borrowed.  He  moved 
the  second  reading  of  the  Bill. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  WATERHOUSE  inquired 
if  he  rightly  understood  his  honourable  friend 
to  state  that  he  proposed  to  ask  the  Council  to 
assent  to  the  borrowing  not  only  of  £30,000 
for  certain  works  which  he  specified,  bnt  also 
of  £10,000  for  the  payment  of  interest,  and 
that  that  was  the  recommendation  of  the 
Local  Bills  Committee  to  which  the  Bill 
had  been  referred.  He  must  say  that  that 
was  a  very  objectionable  provision.  This  sort 
of  thing  might  have  been  done  indirectly 
on  a  former  occasion,  he  was  not  sure;  but 
this  was  the  first  occasion  on  which  persons 
or  bodies  had  come  forward  directly  and  had 
asked  the  Legislature  to  allow  them  to  borrow 
money  to  pay  interest  on  money  already  bor- 
rowed. For  himself,  he  would  not  allow  that 
sort  of  thing.  He  thought  they  had  better  face 
the  difficulty.  He  did  not  know  who  had  ad- 
vanced the  post  interest,  but  he  believed  it 
was  the  Government. 

An  Hon.  Member. — Yes. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  W.4TERH0USE  did  not  think 
the  Government  ought  to  take  up  these  losuis 
in  the  way  they  hcbd  done ;  and  in  Committee 
he  should  move  that  the  amount  applied  for  be 
cut  down  from  £40,000  to  £30,000. 

The  Hon.  Sir  P.  WHITAKER  said  the 
honourable  gentleman  who  had  moved  the 
second  reading  of  the  Bill  had  come  out  in 
quite  a  new  character.  He  could  not  congra- 
tulate him  upon  it,  because  he  had  looked  upon 
him  as  one  who  opposed  loans.  The  honour- 
able gentleman  proposed  a  Bill  for  a  loan  to 
pay  interest  on  a  former  loan.  The  honourable 
gentleman  hod  altogether  changed  his  colours 
in  regard  to  borrowing.    He  hoped  that  when 
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the  Bill  came  to  be  considered  they  might  see 
Bome  reason  why,  this  money  should  be  bor- 
rowed ;  but  that  it  shonld  be  proposed  to  borrow 
money  to  pay  interest  on  borrowed  money  did 
appear  to  be  going  to  excess  in  borrowing.  He 
tuways  nnderstood  that  Oamaru  was  already 
the  most  heavily -tcuced  town  in  the  colony; 
and  yet  another  burden  was  proposed  to  be 
put  upon  it.  He  recollected  on  a  former  occa- 
sion an  honourable  gentleman  who  lived  in 
Oamam  saying  it  was  quite  impossible  for 
the  Oamaru  people  to  meet  the  taxes  put 
npon  them,  they  were  so  excessive  in  compari- 
son with  those  on  the  rest  of  the  colony,  and 
suggesting  that  the  colony  should  take  their  lia- 
bility over;  and  now  he  found  that  his  honour- 
able friend,  in  addition  to  this  burden,  pro- 
posed to  put  another  burden  upon  Oamaru.  It 
might  be  indispensable  that  the  money  should 
be  Dorrowed  to  repair  the  breakwater;  bat  he 
thought  the  Council  ought  to  refuse  to  go  fur- 
ther than  that.  Ho  would  support  the  second 
reading  to-day ;  but  the  matter  should  be  con- 
sidered very  carefully  in  Committee.  When 
the  Bill  went  into  Committee  no  doubt  the  ques- 
tion would  be  raised  as  to  how  much  money 
ought  to  be  borrowed  under  the  circumstances. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  PEACOCK  asked  how  long  the 
money  was  proposed  to  be  provided  for;  because 
in  the  preamble  It  said  it  was  for  "  the  present 
and  the  future." 

The  Hon.  Mr.  CAMPBELL  knew  something 
about  this  proposal,  and  he  took  a  very  active 
part  in  trying  to  defeat  it  when  it  was  before 
the  ratepayers,  when  it  was  carried  by  only 
a  small  majority.  As  to  the  amount  proposed 
to  be  borrowed,  eo  far  as  he  could  recollect 
it  was  originally  fSS.OOOC,  but  now  it  had  been 
increased  to  £40,000,  and  ho  noticed  in  the 
Bill  they  would  have  to  pay  8  per  cent,  for  the 
advance.  One  of  the  principal  endowments  of 
this  Board  consisted  of  a  rabbit-infested  run, 
consisting  of  65,000  acres,  and  which  was  now 
let  for  about  £-3,000,  and  the  lease  expired  in 
1890.  If  that  run  were  put  up  to  auction  to- 
day it  would  not  feteh  £700.  He  knew  the 
run  well,  and  he  would  not  give  that  for  it. 
They  had  now  got  to  face  that  aspect  of  the 
question.  Then,  the  colony  had  made  an 
advance  of  £35,000,  and  he  did  not  know  where 
the  security  was.  The  Board  shifted  their 
account  from  the  Union  Bank  to  the  Colonial 
Bonk,  ajid  £5,000  which  had  been  advanced  was 
sent  to  the  Colonial  Bank,  and  the  Colonial 
Bank  actually  collared  the  money.  Then  they 
shifted  their  account  to  the  National  Bank,  in 
whose  hands  they  now  were.  In  passing  this 
Bill  he  believed  they  would  be  doing  an  unwise 
thing.  He  spoke  as  having  a  great  interest  in 
that  part  of  the  country,  and  he  advised  the 
Council  to  make  some  inquiries  into  the  sub- 
ject. They  had  been  assured  that  the  break- 
water could  never  be  destroyed ;  and  yet  it  had 
met  with  this  accident.  He  suggested  that 
the  further  consideration  of  the  matter  should 
be  left  over  till  next  session. 

The  Hon.  Ui.  SHBIMSEI  did  not  feel 
obliged  to  the  honourable  gentleman  who  had 
advocated   the  rejection  of  the  Bill;  but  no 


doubt  the  honourable  gentleman  had  reasons 
and  causes  for  doing  so.  He  (Mr.  Shrimski) 
was  an  old  settler  there,  and  had  an  interest  in 
the  place,  and  all  he  could  say  was  that,  as  far 
as  the  Board  wore  concerned,  they  were  endea- 
vouring to  discharge  their  duties  to  the  satis- 
faction of  the  public.  No  one  oould  charge 
them  with  being  actuated  by  motives  of  per- 
sonal gain  in  what  they  did.  They  were  con- 
structing a  public  work,  which  was  not  only 
for  the  Deneflt  of  the  people  of  Oamaru,  but 
also  for  the  whole  of  the  colony,  because  if 
the  harbour  works  were  carried  to  completion 
there  they  would  allow  ships  to  enter  and  leave 
that  port  in  safety,  and  Wellington  and  Auck- 
land would  be  benefited,  because  they  would 
get  their  goods  so  much  cheaper;  consequently 
Oamaru  should  not  be  called  upon  to  pay  the 
whole  of  the  taxation  as  proposed.  If  by  the 
will  of  Providence  this  work  had  been  damaged 
to  a  certain  extent,  who  was  responsible  for 
it?  Surely  not  the  Board  ?  If  the  Board  were 
allowed  to  borrow  this  sum  they  would  be  able 
to  meet  their  engagements ;  but,  if  not,  where 
was  their  income  to  be  derived  from?  He 
asked  the  Council  to  consider  whether,  for  the 
sake  of  £40,000,  they  would  allow  the  works 
already  constructed  to  go  to  waste  and  ruin,  or 
whether  they  would  allow  the  people  to  tax 
themselves  to  the  extent  of  £40,000,  so  as  to 
enable  them  to  carry  out  the  work.  No  doubt 
the  Hon.  Mr.  Campbell  spoke  from  a  personal 
knowledge  of  the  subject.  Whether  he  held 
first  moitgoges  nr  second  mortgages  he  (Mr. 
Shrimski)  was  not  aware,  but  the  honourable 
gentleman's  remarks  led  to  the  conclusion  that 
he  was  a  bondholder  of  the  first  class. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  RICHMOND  thought  that  the 
present  state  of  the  Oamskru  Harbour,  as  re- 
ferred to  in  the  discussion,  pointed  to  the  mis- 
take they  had  mode  all  along  in  allowing  small 
local  bodies  to  make  works  of  this  description. 
But  it  would  not  do,  having  made  the  mis- 
take, to  drop  the  matter,  and  they  could  not 
refuse  to  authorise  the  means  for  the  restora- 
tion of  the  works.  He  oould  give  his  experience 
on  the  matter  of  the  restoration  of  such  works, 
as  he  had  lived  for  two  years  in  the  neighbour- 
hood of  a  large  similar  work  in  Algeria  con- 
structed on  this  same  plan,  which  had  been 
expected  to  withstand  the  storms  of  the  Medi- 
terranean without  the  additions  which  it  was 
now  proposed  to  make  at  Oamaru.  They  very 
soon  found  out  that  that  would  not  do,  and  it 
was  found  necessary  to  construct  an  artificial 
beach  outside  in  that  harbour,  capped  with 
blocks  of  concrete  on  a  larger  scale  than 
were  used  in  New  Zealand  or  in  England 
generally,  mitres  being  substituted  for  yards. 
He  presumed  that  the  stress  to  which  the 
Oamaru  breakwater  would  be  subjected  was 
not  less  than  that  which  arose  in  the  Medi- 
terranean, and  he  had  seen  those  large  blocks, 
13£t.  long  by  7ft.  square,  lifted  up  and  thrown 
against  the  face  of  the  breakwater.  He 
mentioned  this  in  order  that  the  Council 
might  see  that  it  would  be  very  undesirable 
that  this  work  should  be  done  in  an  imperfect 
fashion,  and  that  the  mere  taking  out  of  the 
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broken  stone  'would  be  utterly  insufficient ;  and 
if  the  Board  were  pinched  for  the  means  of 
making  proper  blocks,  which  were  absolutely 
necessary,  and  if  as  a  consequence  they  were 
driven  to  slop-work,  the  work  would  have  to 
be  done  over  again  before  very  long.  This  was 
the  first  time  he  had  voted  in  favour  of  a  loan, 
but  in  this  case  he  believed  it  to  be  necessary, 
if  it  was  considered  necessary  to  retain  the 
Oamoiu  breakwater. 
The  Hon.  Mr.  MILLER  said  that  the  real 

Suestion  they  had  to  consider  was,  whether 
tiey  should  allow  the  £300,000  which  had  been 
spent  in  the  construction  of  harbour  improve- 
ments at  Oamaru  to  be  utterly  wasted,  or 
spend  the  necessary  money  in  repairing;  the 
breakwater.  With  regard  to  what  the  Hon. 
Mr.  Bichmond  had  just  said,  he  gathered 
from  his  remarks  that  he  was  not  aware 
that  the  Harbour  Board,  from  the  first  mo- 
ment °  this  injury  happened,  consulted  the 
Government,  and  that  the  repairs  were  being 
carried  out  by  the  advice  and  under  the  control 
of  the  Government  Engineer.  That  was  the 
best  thing  the  Harbour  Board  could  do.  Ko 
man  could  say  what  was  to  be  the  ultimate  re- 
sult of  any  of  these  breakwaters.  The  Oamaru 
breakwater  was,  from  the  first,  admittedly  of  on 
experimental  nature.  Considering  the  almost 
total  ignorance  which  existed  with  regard  to 
these  works  when  this  harbour  was  commenced 
he  thought  it  could  not  be  denied  that  it  had 
been  a  very  successful  work.  It  was  true  it 
had  sustained  considerable  injury,  but  that  in- 
jury would  not  have  been  sustained  if  sufficient 
funds  hod  been  available  during  the  time  of 
the  construction  of  the  breakwater.  Out  of 
the  proposed  loan,  £22,000  ought  to  have  been 
spent  during  the  construction  of  the  break- 
water. There  were  certain  members  of  the 
Board,  in  the  old  times,  who  wished  to  expend 
more  money  upon  the  breakwater  proper,  be- 
fore what  was  called  the  mole — which  was  the 
protective  work  on  the  north — was  commenced. 
That  was  overruled,  and  the  consequence  now 
was  that  it  was  seen  that  the  breakwater  was 
not  sufficiently  strong.  The  Government  En- 
gineer had,  very  properly,  determined  that  ho 
would  recommend  that  a  sufficient  expenditure 
should  be  incurred  at  once,  to  prevent  such  a 
disaster  occurring  again.  Knowing  the  whole 
history  of  the  matter,  he  (Mr.  Miller)  was  bound 
to  say — although  he  was  not  a  bit  more  for 
borrowing  than  anybody  else — that  he  could 
not  for  a  moment  admit  that  they  ought  to 
allow  a  work  of  that  magnitude  and  benefit  to 
the  district  to  go  to  rack  and  ruin  and  become 
utterly  useless  for  the  sake  of  saving  the  pro- 
posed necessary  expenditure.  The  saving  to 
the  district  in  cost  of  exporting  and  importing 
the  produce  amounted  to  a  very  large  sum. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  OLIVER.— How  much  is  paid 
for  interest  ? 

The  Hon.  Mr.  MILLER  said  he  was  coming 
to  that  presently.  During  the  present  year 
there  had  been  5,080  tons  of  produce  exported 
to  Sydney  alone.  That  was  within  the  nine 
months  which  had  passed  when  the  return 
which  he  held  in  Kis  hand  was  made  up. 
Eon.  Mr.  Richmond 


That  trade  to  Sydney  oould  not  possibly  have 
existed  without  this  harbour.  It  was  of  no  use 
saying  it  would  have  been  better  if  the  country 
hod  never  spent  a  farthing  on  this  breakwatei 
and  thus  made  the  people  use  the  railway.  It 
was  the  railway  freight  which  made  the  difier- 
ence.  The  Oamaru  district  had  furnished  a 
very  considerable  part  of  the  whole  trade  of 
the  colony  to  Sydney.  When  the  wheat  trade 
almost  collapsed,  and  the  depression  became 
general,  the  people  in  that  diistrict  turned  to 
growing  potatoes ;  and  the  export  of  potatoes 
had  been  very  considersble.  The  rate  which 
was  levied  under  the  Act  of  1882  was  three- 
sixteenths  of  a  penny.  The  Act  gave  power  to 
levy  three-eighths  of  a  penny.  Three-sixteenths 
of  a  penny  was  levied,  and  that  produced 
£3,000.  He  would  have  been  extremely  glad 
if  the  district  could  have  escaped  the  tax ;  but 
he  was  perfectly  certain  of  this:  that  they 
were  better  oS  with  the  liarbour  rate  and  the 
harbour  than  they  would  be  without  the  har- 
bour. There  was  no  question  about  the  wisdom 
of  going  on  with  the  work,  because  if  the  work 
were  not  proceeded  with  it  would  mean  not 
only  throwing  away  all  the  money  that  had 
been  spent,  but  it  would  plunge  the  district 
into  a  state  of  depression — of  ruin,  ho  was  going 
to  say,  but  at  least  of  depression  and  isolation 
which  would  be  a  colonial  disaster  in  itself 
much  greater  than  the  loss  of  the  dE30,000  or 
£40,000  which  it  was  proposed  to  borrow. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  BONAR  would  support  the 
second  reading  of  this  Bill.  All  along,  since 
the  work  had  been  commenced,  he  had  as 
far  as  possible  assisted  Oamaru  in  getting 
their  harbour.  He  had  alwaj's  token  a  con- 
siderable interest  in  the  matter.  He  felt  that 
a  very  groat  wrong  and  injustice  would  be  done 
to  the  people  of  the  district  if  this  money,  or, 
at  all  events,  a  portion  of  it,  were  not  granted. 
As  long  as  the  people  of  the  district  were  pre- 
pared to  rate  themselves,  and  staoid  the  expense 
incurred,  he  thought  the  Council  would  do 
wrong  if  it  refused  to  pass  the  Bill.  He  hoped 
that  che  consideration  which  had  been  given  to 
that  port  of  the  colony  interested  in  the  mea- 
sure before  the  Council  would  be  extended  to 
districts  with  works  of  a  similar  character  in 
other  parts  of  the  colony. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  HOLMES  said  the  Hon.  the 
Attorney- General  had  expressed  surprise  that 
he  (Mr.  Holmes)  should  introduce  a  borrowing 
Bill.  He  exceedingly  disliked  borrowing,  bat 
he  had  taken  the  Bill  up  at  the  request  of  the 
people  of  the  district.  There  was  a  rate  to  be 
levied  over  a  large  area,  and  he  himself  paid 
a  considerable  amount  of  that  rate.  Therefore 
he  had  a  direct  interest  in  the  Oamaru  Har- 
bour. If  the  rate  were  four  or  five  times  what 
it  was,  he  would  gladly  pay  it  rather  than  have 
the  harbour  done  away  with.  The  harbonr 
had  become  a  necessity.  It  could  not  be  done 
without  in  a  district  so  thoroughly  agricultural. 
As  a  harbour  of  refuge  it  was  very  good.  He 
had  never  seen  an  accident  there,  although  he 
had  noticed  ten  or  twelve  vessels  in  the  harbour 
at  one  time,  and  there  was  a  gale  blowing  at 
the  time.    Even  when  the  accident  occuned  to 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1887.]  Midland  Baihoay         [COUNCIL.] 


Bevised  Contract. 


173 


the  breakwater  the  vessels  in  the  harbour  were 
uninjaied.  On  public  grounds  this  harbour 
was  one  of  the  works  an  eSort  should  be  made 
to  maintain.  It  was  really  a  public  work  of 
Tery  considerable  importsince  to  his  district. 

The  Council  divided  on  the  question,  "  That 
the  Bill  be  read  a  second  time." 
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Bill  read  a  second  time.    - 

MIDLAND   BAILWAY   BEVISED    CON- 
TBACT. 

ADJODBNEO  DEBATE. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  HOLMES.— I  have  very  little 
to  add  to  my  remarks  of  yesterday,  when  I 
showed  that  all  the  coal  from  the  West  Coast 
mines  must  be  taken  by  water,  and  therefore 
that  the  construction  of  this  railway  would  be  of 
very  little  use  in  that  respect.  The  only  coal 
that  could  be  taken  without  loss  would  be  the 
coal  that  might  be  required  for  those  in  the 
interior  settlements  or  about  Christchuroh. 
Then,  the  course  of  the  trade  of  the  West 
Coast  has  altered.  I  imagine  that  Wellington 
does  a  large  portion  of  that  trade  now.  Cer- 
tainly the  cattle  trade  is  with  Wangonui  and 
Taranaki,  though  it  was  formerly  with  Canter- 
bury ;  but  I  think  the  trade  is  no  w  in  the  hands 
of  the  people  of  the  North  Island.  There  is 
another  question  that  I  think  is  of  importance. 
Will  the  property  of  this  company  be  subjected 
to  the  property-tax  the  same  as  the  property  of 
jKivate  individuals  7  If  so,  I  have  calculated 
that,  the  prime  cost  of  the  railway  property 
being  £2,500,000,  and  land  £1,250,000,  the  pro- 
perty-tax w^ould  come  to  £15,625  a  year ;  and  I 
do  not  know  how  English  capitalists  would  like 
to  pay  at  the  rate  of  Is.  8d.  in  the  pound,  instead 
of  7d.  in  the  pound,  which  they  have  to  pay 
in  England  on  the  income-tax.  This  is  nearly 
three  times  the  amount.  Then,  the  property 
would  also  be  subject  to  the  county  and  road 
rates  and  the  charitable  rate,  as  I  imagine 
that  the  people  of  the  West  Coast  would  not 
allow  the  company  to  go  free.  These  are  all 
matters  for  us  and  the  capitalists  to  attend 
to.  I  have  just  one  remark  to  make  with 
regard  to  the  lines  themselves.  It  might  be 
assumed  that,  provided  we  had  abundance  of 
capital  and  the  proper  time  had  arrived,  it 
would  be  worth  our  while  to  make  the  line 
from  Springfield  to  Brunnerton,  and  also  from 
Hokitika  to  Beef  ton ;  but  how  any  sane  man — 
any  man  with  the  smallest  modionm  of  com- 


mon-sense— could  think  of  making  a  railway 
from  Keef  ton  to  Belgrovs  I  cannot  understand. 
It  will  pass  through  scarcely  any  offricultural 
land  for  120  miles.  Mr.  For  said  that  for 
sixty  miles  of  the  line  two  drays  per  week 
were  quite  sufficient  to  do  the  cartage  on  that 
road.  If  there  is  only  that  amount  of  traffic 
on  the  line,  what  hope  is  there  for  the  railway? 
There  are  a  great  many  difficulties  to  bo  over- 
come, and  therefore,  whatever  there  may  be  to 
justify  them  in  making  the  other  pacts  of  the 
line,  there  is  nothing  to  justify  them  in  making 
the  line  I  have  referred  to,  and  I  say  any 
man  who  votes  in  favour  of  making  that  line 
is  an  enemy  to  the  country.  There  is  no 
doubt  that  there  is  a  desire  on  the  part  of 
people  all  over  New  Zealand  to  have  large 
sums  of  money  spent  in  their  own  districts. 
They  imagine  that  somehow  it  will  filter  into 
their  pockets ;  but  that  is  a  great  mistake. 
Money  spent  on  bod  enterprises  is  a  positive  loss 
to  the  State  and  to  every  person  in  connection 
with  it.  There  is  no  axiom  of  political  economy 
to  justify  the  wasting  of  money  on  bad  enter- 
prises. I  remember  sitting  in  the  gallery  in 
another  place  with  Sir  George  Whitmoro  and 
listening  to  the  late  Colonial  Treasurer  when 
he  delivered  an  address  on  the  subject  of  how 
much  money  had  been  spenton  worthless  works 
out  of  the  first  loan  merely  for  securing  votes, 
and  he  calculated  that  one  and  a  half  millions 
out  of  eight  millions  hod  been  spent  on  works 
which  were  really  of  no  value,  although  he  was 
a  party  to  it,  and  although  the  object  of  it  was 
to  secure  him  a  following.  In  Hansard,  Volume 
XVI.,  1874,  Mr.  Vogel  said,— 

"  We  have  sanctioned  the  borrowing  of  ten 
millions,  but,  it  is  bitterly  mortifying  to  me  to 
know  that  only  six  and  a  half  millions,  instead 
of  eight  millions,  are  for  railways ;  there  is 
thus  a  difference  of  one  and  a  half  millions, 
and  every  honourable  member  must  know  that 
is  represented  by  expedients  to  which  we  would 
have  had  to  submit  in  order  to  purchase  sup- 
port from  the  provinces,  in  order  to  induce 
them  to  allow  us  to  carry  on  the  immigration 
and  public-works  policy." 

I  would  just  say,  in  conclusion,  that  it  is 
not  advisable  to  get  into  trouble  with  English 
contractors.  We  had  enough  of  that  in  the 
case  of  Messrs.  Brogden  and  Co.  I  feel  satis- 
fied that  those  who  are  better  acquainted  with 
the  matter  will  agree  with  me  that  the  con- 
tractors in  the  colony  would  perform  the  work 
with  loss  trouble  and  at  a  cheaper  cost  than 
the  English  contractors,  so  far  as  we  have  had 
experience  of  them.  I  therefore  think  that  if 
this  contract  had  not  been  entered  into  it  would 
have  been  much  better.  If  the  railway  had 
been  applied  for  when  times  were  different  I 
believe  Parliament  would  have  voted  the  money 
for  the  line  from  Springfield  to  Brunnerton. 
I  believe  it  is  desirable  to  connect  the  East  and 
West  Coasts  if  we  had  the  money  to  do  it ;  but  I 
altogether  deprecate  the  idea  of  giving  away  a 
large  quantity  of  land  for  an  object  that  is  not 
really  required.  If  it  were  seven  or  ten  years 
hence  it  would  be  far  more  reasonable  to  apply 
for  it ;  but  my  opinion  is  that  nothing  would 
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justify  us  in  going  on  vith  this  woik  at  the 
present  time. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  JOHNSON.— I  have  listened 
'with  att'Cntion  and  interest  to  this  debate,  and 
I  must  confess  I  have  felt  some  surprise  at 
fvhat  appeared  to  me  to  be  the  desire  on  the 
part  of  some  honourable  members  to  refer  as 
little  as  possible  to  the  early  history  of  this  un- 
dertaking, and  to  confine  the  discussion  to  the 
proposed  new  contract,  which,  no  doubt,  is  more 
mimediately  under  our  notice.  I  think,  too, 
Sir,  I  can  recognise  the  position  from  which 
such  a  course  would  appear  to  bo  the  right 
one ;  but  I  venture  to  say  that  the  adoption  of 
it  will,  in  all  probability,  lead  into  great  error. 
We  must  absolutely  look  closely  into  every  cir- 
cumstance connected  with  this  undertaking.  I 
was  therefore  sorry  that  the  motion  to  refer 
this  question  to  a  Select  Committee  proposed 
to  confine  the  labours  of  that  Committee  to 
ihe  consideration  of  one  or  two  points.  How- 
ever, I  hope  that  motion  will  be  amended,  and 
the  Committee  left  absolutely  free  to  adopt 
what  course  they  choose  in  the  course  of  theii 
investigations.  Now,  Sir,  this  motion  seems 
to  involve  two  large  questions.  The  first  is, 
whether  we  should  agree  to  grant  the  conces- 
sions now  asked  for ;  and  the  second  is,  in 
what  form,  supposing  we  are  willing  to  grant 
those  concessions,  we  should  legalise  those  con- 
cessions— give  them  legal  efiect.  And  I  think 
these  two  questions  are  very  wide  apart.  I 
have  noticed  in  the  debate  a  tendency  on  the 
part  of  many  honourable  members  to  agree  to 
these  concessions  that  are  now  proposed  pro- 
vided they  are  assured  that  the  construction 
put  upon  them  be  that  stated  by  the  Hon.  Sir 
Frederick  Whitaker,  and  provided  also  that 
sufficient  caution  is  taken  to  protect  the  colony 
from  any  future  and  unlooked-for  claims.  I 
myself  am  not  prepared  to  go  so  far  as  that. 
There  is  at  present  a  contract  in  force — that 
made  in  1885.  That  contract  was  considered 
sufficiently  liberal  to  be  accepted  by  the  con- 
tractors and  executed  by  them.  Nor  must  we 
forget  that  these  contractors,  and  their  repre- 
sentatives at  the  present  time — the  company 
— claim  to  be  quite  as  well  informed  on  all 
questions  relating  to  this  matter  as  we  axe 
ourselves,  and  Uierefore  quite  able  to  pro- 
tect themselves  without  any  action  on  our 
part.  It  is  true  it  was  agreed  that  that  con- 
tract should  be  modified  to  a  certain  extent ; 
but  those  modifications  can  be  quite  clearly 
understood,  and  there  will  be  no  difficulty  in 
introducing  them  into  the  contract  of  1885.  I 
think,  therefore,  that  we  ought  not  to  go  further 
than  the  Act  of  1886  authorises  us  to  go  in 
modifying  that  contract.  But  it  is  said  that 
if  we  do  not  grant  these  concessions  now  asked 
for  the  whole  work  will  fall  through— that  the 
railway  will  not  be  made.  I  do  not  think  there 
is  any  great  ground  for  alarm  on  that  account. 
No  doubt  alarm  will  be  felt  by  those  persons 
who  look  for  immediate  benefit  in  connection 
with  the  construction  of  this  work  either  from 
the  expenditure  of  money  in  constructing  it 
or  from  the  easier  access  to  other  parts  of 
the  colony  to  be  provided  by  it.  But  these 
Soil,  Mr.  Holmes 


advantages  are  not  the  only  ones  that  we  have 
to  take    into    consideration.     They  may    be 
purchased  at  too  great  expense  to  the  colony ; 
and  I  think  they  would  be  so  if  this  contract 
which  we  are  now  asked  to  confirm  is  the 
price  of  them.    I  would  also  ask  whether  there 
is  no  risk  of  this  undertaking  falling  through 
from  other  causes,  even  supposing  these  con- 
cessions were  granted.     When  we  remember 
that  the  total  subscribed  capital  of  this  com- 
pany, which  has  undertaken  to  construct  works 
estimated  to  cost  at  least  £2,500,000,  is  only 
£250,000,  it  seems  to  me  that  the  prospect  of 
these  works  being  rapidly  carried  to  a  condn- 
sion  is  remote.     I  cannot  tliink  that  it  will 
be  within  any  reasonable  time  that  this  work 
will  be  carried  out.    Then,  again,  under  the 
present  proposals  we  have  virtually  to  provide 
the  capital  for  these  works  by  supplying  in 
advance  lands  to   be  mortgaged  to  raise  the 
necessary  funds.    There  should  be  some  very 
great  general  benefit  to  be  obtained  by  such  a 
sacrifice;  but  I  fail  to  see  any  that  is  at  all 
adequate.    When  I  consider  this  undertaking 
even  with  the  most  friendly  feelings  towards 
it,   I   cannot   but    come   to    the    conclnsion 
that  it  is  premature  and  uncalled-for  at  the 
present  time.    Now,  Sir,  I  will  not  say  more 
upon  the  subject  of   the  contract   itself,  or 
upon  the  terms  of  the  contract.    Other  hononr- 
able  members    have   gone  into  those   points 
fully.     I  have  merely  expressed  my  opinion 
to  this  efiect :  that  we  should  not  go  beyond 
the  concessions  granted  by  the  Act  of  1886. 
I   will   now    refer,    Sir,    briefly   to   the   other 
point ;   and  that  is,   supposing   these  conces- 
sions are  granted,  then  what  is   the  form  in 
which  we  should  give  legal  effect  to  them  ?    I 
say  most  positively  that  I  object  very  strongly 
to  the  form  now  suggested.     If  we  take  the 
original  contract  and  examine  it  closely  by  the 
side  of  this  proposed  contract,  we  shall  find 
that  there  is  nothing  in  the  original  one  which 
is  actually  cancelled,  bat  that  almost  every  im- 
portant clause  in  that  is  more  or  less  modified 
by  and,  at  the   same  time,  incorporated  with 
this  new  contract ;  so  that,  if  you  place  one 
beside  the  other,  it  is  almost  impossible  to  say 
what  is  the  legal  construction  to  be  put  npon 
these  modified  and  combined  terms.     Why  is 
that  so?     Why  should  this  be  the  form  of 
contract  offered  to  us?    Would  it  not  have 
been  far  better  to  have  framed  an  entirely 
new   contract,  containing  all  the  conditions 
agreed  upon,  and  by  the  execution  of  which 
all     existing     engagements    should    be    can- 
celled ?    Under  these  circumstances  we  should 
have  been  in   a  very  different    position  ;    we 
should  have  been  able  to  understand   fairly 
what  was  proposed,    and   to   consider  fairly 
what  the  concessiotu  asked  for  are.    As  it  now 
IS,  I  maintain  we  are  quite  in  the  dark  as  to 
what  will  take  place  if  we  adopt  the  present 
proposals.     Looking  at  it  from  this  point  of 
view,  I  con  only  say  that  X  believe  it  will  be 
simply  leading  the  colony  into  a  trap  if  we 
adopt  this  agreement — a  trap  none  can   see 
how  we  shall  escape  from.    It  is  undertaking 
responsibilities  the  extent  of  which  we  cannot 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1887.]         Midland  Bailway         [COUNCIL.] 


Bevised  Contract. 


175 


BOW  calculate,  and  for  a  consideration  which 
is  quite  inadequate.  I  therefore  shall  cer- 
tainly not  vote  in  favour  of  this  contract,  at 
any  rate,  as  it  stands.  I  shall,  however,  vote 
for  the  motion  of  the  Hon.  Mr.  Waterhouse, 
that  the  question  be  referred  to  a  Committee ; 
and  I  trust  the  Committee  will  investigate  the 
case  from  the  ve^  beginning. 

The  Hon.  Sir  F.  WHITAKER.— The  amend- 
ment  moved  yesterday  by  the  Hon.  Mr.  Water- 
house  was  that  clause  3  of  the  proposed  con- 
tract should  be  referred  to  a  Select  Committee. 
Doubts  have  been  expressed  as  to  whether  the 
clause  as  it  now  stands  is  sufficient  for  the 
purpose  for  which  is  intended.  Upon  considera- 
tion, I  have  come  to  the  conclusion  that  it  is 
sufficient ;  but,  in  order  to  obviate  all  questions 
in  regard  to  it,  I  am  quite  willing  that  words 
shall  be  added  to  it  which  will,  if  possible, 
make  it  still  clearer  than  it  is  now.  These 
words  were  proposed  in  the  House  of  Bepre- 
sentatives,  but  were  rejected  on  the  ground 
that  the  clause  itself  was  quite  sufficient  with- 
out the  words.  What  I  would  suggest  is  that 
that  part  of  the  clause  should  read  as  follows : 
"And,  if  the  aggregate  of  the  money  so  re- 
ceived and  owing,  together  with  the  sum  of 
such  valuation,  shall  not  amount  to  £1,250,000, 
the  only  claim  of  the  company  in  respect  of 
such  difierence  (If  any)  shall  be  a  right  on  the 
part  of  the  company,  within  six  months  there- 
after, to  select  further  land  out  of  the  land 
then  remaining  unselected."  That,  I  appre- 
hend, would  make  the  matter  perfectly  clear, 
and  would  satisfy  some  honourable  gentle- 
men who  consider  that  the  clause  is  not 
sufficiently  clear  as  it  stands.  The  Hon.  Mr. 
Johnson,  I  think,  rather  misapprehends  the 
position ;  and  the  Hon.  Mr.  Holmes  also  mis- 
apprehends it.  With  regard  to  the  Hon.  Mr. 
Holmps,  in  the  first  instance,  I  should  to  a  great 
extent  agree  with  the  speech  he  has  ma^e  if 
the  original  question  as  to  whether  this  rail- 
way should  be  constructed  were  now  before. 
us.  If  we  could  revert  to  the  position  we  were 
in  when  the  first  Act  was  before  the  Legislature 
I  think  many  honourable  members  would  take  a 
difierent  view  from  that  which  they  take  at  the 
present  time.  But,  as  I  endeavoured  to  point 
out  when  I  proposed  the  resolution  yesterday, 
it  is  quite  clear  we  have  got  into  a  totally 
different  position  at  the  present  time.  We  are 
iKxmd  to  make  a  new  contract;  there  is  a 
stipulation  made  on  the  part  of  the  original 
contracting  parties  that  a  new  contract  shall 
be  made.  The  only  question  the  Council  at 
present  has  to  consider  is,  what  is  to  be  in  this 
new  contract.  I  shall  again  repeat  a  portion 
of  what  I  stated  yesterday.  In  the  Act  of 
1886  it  is  set  out  that  a  contract  had  already 
been  made ;  and  that  contract  was  confirmed. 
It  also  stipulated  that  there  should  be  other 
conditions,  and  a  new  contract  was  to  be  made 
with  these  conditions  in.  Those  conditions  were 
inserted  in  a  new  draft  contract,  which  was 
agreed  to  between  the  representatives  of  the 
company  and  the  Government  in  December, 
1886.  The  draft  contract  we  have  before  us  is 
^tat  which  the  Government  does  agree  to,  sub- 


ject to  certain  modifications  suggested  by  the 
House  of  Bepresentatives  and  by  the  Govern- 
ment ;  BO  that  we  have  got  into  this  position : 
that  we  must  have  a  new  contract  made. 
Honourable  members  have  the  contract  of  1886 
between  the  Government  and  the  company,  and 
that  contract  stands  with  such  alterations  and 
additions  as  may  now  be  made.  This  matter 
has  been  before  the  Assembly  now  for  a  length 
of  time.  It  has  been  before  the  Council  for 
some  six  or  seven  days,  with  the  resolution 
which  was  passed  by  the  House  of  Bepre- 
sentatives on  the  subject,  so  that  honourable 
members  have  had  every  opportunity  of  ex- 
amining the  matter.  If  honourable  members 
will  look  they  will  see  that  the  contract  which 
was  made  in  December,  1886,  between  the 
agents  of  the  company  and  the  Government 
of  that  day  is  modified  in  some  respects  in 
favour  of  the  colony.  They  will  find  that  every 
provision  is  now  made  to  protect  the  colony. 
There  is  one  stipulation  which  is  of  import- 
ance :  we  are  to  give  land  to  the  value  of 
£1,250,000.  The  draft  contract  was  that  the 
company  should  select  land  to  that  amount 
anywhere,  and  as  it  is  now  arranged  it  carries 
out  what  was  originally  intended  by  the  parties. 
Every  alteration  made  subsequent  to  that  has 
been  in  favour  of  the  Government,  with  two 
or  three  exceptions.  Now,  I  want  to  point  out 
to  honourable  members  that  there  is  one  sti- 
pulation at  present  in  the  Act  of  1881  which 
it  is  of  the  mrst  importance  we  should  get  rid 
of.  The  Hon.  Mr.  Holmes  said  we  are  giving 
up  a  great  many  things  and  we  are  getting 
nothing  in  exchange.  I  say  we  are  getting,  at 
all  events,  one  most  important  thing  in  ex- 
change, and  what  we  are  giving  up  is  of  far 
less  importance  to  us  than  that  which  wo  are 
to  get.  The  stipulation  referred  to  was,  that 
we  were  only  to  reserve  those  bits  of  land  on 
which  miners  were  engaged  or  which  were 
known  to  be  auriferous  at  the  time  the  selection 
was  made.  Again,  the  company  have  the  right 
of  selection  of  alternate  blocks  within  fifteen 
miles  of  the  railway,  and  it  will  be  found  that 
that  includes  a  great  portion  of  the  goldfields 
on  the  West  Coast ;  so  that,  if  no  alteration 
hod  been  made,  the  company  could  have  taken 
up  the  greater  portion  of  land  believed  to  be 
auriferous,  and  which  under  this  draft  contract 
may  from  time  to  time  be  brought  into  opera- 
tion in  the  goldfields.  I  say  this  is  of  the  very 
first  importance  to  the  goldfields  on  the  West 
Coast.  There  is  an  interest  there  of  greater 
importance  to  the  people  on  the  West  Coast 
than  anything  else  in  this  contract.  We  are 
bound  to  protect  that  part  of  the  country 
from  being  taken  up  to  the  exclusion  of  the 
miners.  I  say  that  is  of  the  first  importance, 
and  I  hope  the  Council  will  look  at  it  from 
that  point  of  view.  We  are  giving  up  alter- 
nate olocks,  which  are  of  little  value  com- 
paratively, because  much  of  the  railway  goes 
through  very  broken  land.  The  Hon.  Mr. 
Johnson  says  we  ought  to  value  the  land  as  it 
will  be  after  the  railway  is  made.  That  is  a 
legitimate  profit  the  company  are  to  get.  They 
take  the  land  at  the  valuation  fixed  upon  it,  and 
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tiiere  ia  one  provision  as  to  the  valuation  wbich 
is  very  much  against  tbem.  None  of  the  land  is 
to  be  valued  at  less  than  10s.  an  acre,  and  I 
apprehend  that  a  great  deal  of  the  land  is  not 
worth  lOd.  an  acre.  The  Hon.  Mr.  Johnson  says 
we  ought  to  have  all  the  Acts  and  agreements 
put  into  one  contract,  so  that  everybody  may 
understand  it.  That  is  exactly  what  the  reso- 
lution passed  by  the  House  of  Representatives 
recommends.  If  the  Hon.  Mr.  Waterhouse 
will  withdraw  his  amendment  I  will  get  my 
honourable  colleague  Mr.  Stevens  to  propose 
that  the  words  I  have  stated  be  inserted,  with 
the  view  of  clearing  up  the  difficulty  which  has 
been  pointed  out.  I  am  quite  sure  that,  if  now 
we  were  to  reject  that  which  is  proposed  by  the 
House  of  Bepresentatives,  we  should  place  our- 
selves and  the  colony  in  a  false  position ;  and, 
seeing  that  every  protection  is  given  to  the  in- 
terests of  the  colony,  I  trust  the  Council  will 
allow  the  resolution  to  go  through. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  WATERHOUSE.  —  As  the 
honourable  gentleman  has  appealed  to  me, 
although  I  have  spoken  to  the  amendment 
perhaps  I  may  bo  permitted  to  make  a  few  ob- 
servations in  reference  to  what  has  just  fallen 
from  the  honourable  gentleman.  I  may  state 
that  from  much  he  has  advanced  in  his  speech 
I  entirely  differ,  said  much  that  he  has  said 
goes  to  confirm  the  view  I  have  already  ex- 
pressed, that  I  felt  myself  logically  impelled 
to  vote  against  the  Bill  altogether.  There  is  a 
very  important  consideration  which  he  has 
brought  forward — and  to  which  he  has  referred 
more  explicitly  to-day  than  he  did  yesterday. 
That  does  very  much  influence  me,  as  it 
did  influence  me  yesterday.  It  is  this:  that 
there  was  a  great  defect  in  the  Act  of  1884. 
The  contract  that  was  made  under  that 
Act  did  not  provide,  as  it  ought  to  have  pro- 
vided, for  the  reservation  of  mineral  land,  and 
we' must  make  great  concessions  in  order  to 
remedy  the  mistake  then  made.  I  am  there- 
fore prepared,  if  the  Council  will  permit  me,  to 
withdraw  my  amendment  in  favour  of  the 
course  suggested  by  the  Attorney-General.  I 
believe,  under  all  the  circumstances  of  the 
case,  that  is  the  best  course  we  can  adopt,  and 
I  am  pleased  to  find  that,  if  that  course  be 
adopted,  it  is  likely  to  be  satisfactory  to  all 
parties.  We  shall  then  be  provided  amply 
against  any  claims  for  compensation  in  the 
future. 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Debate  adjourned. 

The  Council  adjourned  at  five  minutes  to 
five  o'clock  p.m. 


HOUSE    OF  EEPEESENTATTVES. 
Wednesday,  30th  November,  1887. 
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Kttva  Lands— 

South  Island  Native  Land  Purchassa- Tongarin 
National  Park  —  Administration  Bill  —  Parlia- 
mentary Honorarium  and  Privileges  Bill. 

Mr.  Speakkb  took  the  chair  at  half-past  two 
o'clock. 

Pbatebs. 

FIRST  READINGS. 
Auckland   Girls'   High   School    Bill,   Public 
Bodies'  Leaseholds  Bill,  Government  Loans  to 
Local  Bodies  Bill,  Loans  to  Local  Bodies  BilL 

SECOND  READING. 
Christchurch  Hospital  Bill. 

LAND  FOR  SETTLEMENTS  BILL. 

Mr.  FULTON  brought  up  the  report  of  the 
Waste  Lands  Committee  on  this  Bill,  and 
moved,  That  it  do  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  SFEAE-ER  said  the  honourable  member 
in  charge  of  this  Bill  could  now  have  it  restored 
to  the  Order  Paper  if  he  so  desired. 

Sir  G.  GREY  said  he  had  no  opportunity  of 
doing  that,  because  private  members'  days  had 
been  taken  away.  What  he  wished  to  submit 
to  the  House  was  this  :  that  this  Bill  was  sent 
to  the  Committee  on  the  8rd  of  November,  and 
consequently  it  had  been  delayed  there  for  four 
weeks,  all  but  one  day,  and  the  report  was  not 
brought  up  until  every  opportunity  of  bringing 
the  Bill  forward  hod  been  taken  away  from 
him.  He  considered,  notwithstanding  what 
the  Speaker  had  said,  that  a  groat  injustice  bad 
been  done  to  himself  and  also  to  the  country. 
The  Government  had  brought  in  their  Land 
Bill  in  the  meantime,  and  there  was  no  oppor- 
tunity of  comparing  the  two  Bills  together. 
When  the  debate  was  taking  place  on  the  Land 
Bill  he  ought  to  have  had  an  opportunity  of 
contrasting  the  Government  Bill  with  his 
own  measure.  It  appeared  to  him  that  it  was 
a  very  wrong  principle  that  members'  Bills 
should  bo  taken  from  them  in  that  way  and 
detained  in  a  hostile  Committee  for  such  a 
length  of  time.  He  thought  that,  under  the 
circumstances,  some  effort  should  be  made  by 
the  Government  to  do  justice  to  himself  and 
the  country  in  this  matter, 

Mr.  FULTON  wished  to  say,  on  behalf  of  the 
Committee  of  which  he  was  Chairmeoi,  that  the 
Committee  had  gone  through  the  Bill  with  all 
necessary  expedition  —  in  fact,  with  unusual 
expedition  in  some  respects,  because  the  Com- 
mittee had  sat,  on  days  on  which  it  was  not 
usual  to  sit,  in  order  to  consider  the  Bill.  It 
was  a  Bill  which  required  great  consideration, 
ShS  its  principles  were  of  large  importance,  and 
there  was  not  the  slightest  attempt  to  stop  the 
Bill  or  even  to  delay  it.  Other  members  of  the 
Conmiittee  would  bear  him  out  in  saying  that 
he  had  urged  the  Committee  to  push  on  with 
the  Bill  in  order  that  the  honourable  gentleman 
might  have  an  opportunity  of  bringing  it  before 
the  House ;  but  still  the  Committee  felt,  and 
properly  felt,  he  thought,  that  the  clauses  of 
the  measure  were  such  as  to  require  the  greatest 
care  and  consideration.  The  Bill  would  have 
been  reported  on  the  previous  day  but  for  his 
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own  oversight.  He  hod  forgotten  that  tlia  in- 
terpretation clause  had  not  been  considered 
when  the  Committee  adjourned  on  the  previoug 
-day,  BO  the  Committee  had  had  again  to  revert 
to  it  that  morning ;  otherwise  the  report  and  the 
Bill  would  have  been  before  the  House  on  the 
previous  day.  He  must  himself  take  the  blame 
for  that  one  day's  delay.  The  Committee  had 
used  every  possible  exertion  to  get  the  Bill  re- 
ported on  as  early  as  possible,  and  it  must  be 
remembered  that  it  was  a  Committee  which 
had  a  very  large  number  of  petitions  and  other 
subjects  to  deal  with. 

Mr.  SEDDON  would  point  oat  that,  unless 
the  Bill  was  set  down  for  committal  in  the 
ordinary  course,  the  amendments  would  not  be 
printed  so  that  honourable  members  could  see 
them.  He  therefore  moved,  That  the  Bill  bo  set 
down  for  committal  next  day.  The  Govern- 
ment had  given  a  promise  that  they  would 
consider  certain  Bilu  introdnced  by  private 
members  that  should  have  facilities  for  being 
passed ;  and  possibly  this  might  be  one  of  them. 

Sir  G.  GREY  had  had  no  intention  of  casting 
reproaches  upon  the  activity  of  the  Committee, 
but  he  thought  it  a  very  wrong  system  which 
permitted  a  Bill  of  this  importance  to  be  token 
ont  of  a  member's  hands  and  delayed  for  one 
month.  He  simply  objected  to  the  general 
principle,  which  he  thought  was  quite  contrary 
to  the  general  spirit  of  legislation.  It  was  quite 
certain  that  in  a  short  session,  if  a  Bill  re- 
mained a  month  with  a  Committee,  an  honour- 
Able  member  would  have  no  chance  of  getting 
his  measure  brought  before  the  House  and  the 
eonntry. 

Mr.  BABBON  would  remind  the  honourable 
member  for  Auckland  Central  that  he  would 
have  a  full  opportunity  of  testing  the  opinion 
of  the  House  on  the  proposals  of  this  Bill  when 
the  Government  Land  Bill  was  being  considered 
in  Committee.  He  could  then  move  that  any 
or  all  of  the  clauses  contained  in  bis  own  Bill 
should  be  transferred  to  the  Government  Bill. 

Sir  G.  GREY  said  there  would  be  a  diffi- 
enlty  in  taking  the  course  recommended  by 
the  honourable  member  for  Caversham,  be- 
cause he  intended  to  try  to  put  two  other  Bills 
—  of  great  importance  to  deferred-payment 
settlers  and  village  settlers — into  the  Land  Bill 
of  the  Government  when  that  was  brought  for- 
ward. 

Mr.  WALKER  said  a  very  important  mea- 
sore  had  been  referred  to  the  Waste  Lands 
Committee  last  night.  Would  it  take  the 
Committee  a  month  to  peruse  that  and  bring 
down  a  report  to  the  House  ? 

Mr.  FULTON  presumed  the  Committee 
would  answer  the  question  of  the  honourable 
member  for  Ashburton  when  he  (Mr.  Fulton) 
brought  down  their  report  on  the  Bill. 

Sir  J.  VOGEL  would  like  to  say  a  few  words 
npon  what  seemed  to  be  a  growing  evil.  These 
sessional  Committees  appeared  to  him  to  be 
gradually  claiming  powers  which  would  sap 
the  power  and  lessen  the  responsibility  of  the 
House.  When  a  Bill  had  passed  its  second 
reading  it  was  understood  that  its  policy  was 
approved  by  the  House.    In  a  case  like  this, 
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however,  it  went  to  a  Select  Committee,  and 
they  might  alter  the  Bill  entirely,  so  that  it 
might  not  be  in  accord  with  the  decision  of 
the  House  as  to  the  policy  of  the  measure. 
The  Bill  came  back  again,  and  there  was 
really  often  no  chance  of  members  seeing  the 
alterations  in  time  to  study  them  as  they  were 
able  to  study  Bills  before  they  went  to  a  second 
reading.  In  this  way  alterations  crept  into 
Bills  which  honourable  members  generally,  he 
believed,  were  not  aware  of  until  the  session  was 
over.  If  we  were  to  have  a  system  of  Grand 
Committees  it  should  be  well  understood,  and 
the  number  of  members  of  the  Committees 
should  be  made  larger,  and  the  proceedings 
very  different.  As  it  was  now,  the  responsi- 
bility of  Parliament  in  regard  to  Committee 
Bills  was  lessened.  A  Bill  came  in,  and  was 
fully  discussed  and  its  policy  assented  to  on  the 
second  reading ;  but  it  might  come  back  from 
the  Committee  to  which  it  was  then  referred 
in  an  entirely  altered  state,  and  embodying 
quite  a  different  policy  and  principle,  quite  dif- 
ferent from  those  which  the  Bill  contained 
when  it  passed  its  second  reading.  He  was  not 
speaking  only  of  Bills  referring  to  land  :  it  was 
the  same  with  Mining  Bills  and  Native  Bills. 
These  measures  were  fully  discussed  on  the 
second  reading  when  their  provisions  were  well 
understood,  and  then  they  came  back  from 
Committees  quite  altered,  and  with  provisions 
that  were  not  generally  understood ;  and  be- 
tween the  two — the  House  and  the  Committee 
— members,  who  wished  to  do  their  duty,  and 
to  be  influenced  by  what  they  considered  de- 
sirable, lost  their  hold  on  the  measures  passed 
through  the  House.  He  thought  some  under- 
standing should  be  arrived  at  as  to  these  mea- 
sures. If  the  Select  Committees  were  to  have 
the  power  of  Grand  Committees  in  regard  to 
them,  measures  should  be  referred  to  those 
Committees  before  their  second  reading ;  or,  if 
a  Bill  had  passed  its  second  reading  when  it 
was  referred  to  a  Committee,  it  should  not  be 
competent  for  the  Committee  to  alter  the  policy 
of  the  measure.  He  could  not  help  thinking 
that  the  present  system  was  a  growing  evil,  and 
one  that  members  should  take  notice  of — one, 
in  fact,  which  was  insidiously  introducing  a  sys- 
tem of  parliamentary  procedure  quite  at  vari- 
ance with  what  was  understood  to  be  the  true 
principle. 

Mr.  MOSS  said  this  was  a  very  important 
BUI  on  which  some  members  had  strong  feel- 
ings, and  he  would  ask  the  Chairman  of  the 
Committee  whether  the  Committee  were  unani- 
mous in  their  opinion  on  every  point  in  theiz 
report. 

Mr.  FULTON  would  be  happy  to  show  the 
honourable  member  for  Pamell  the  minutes 
of  the  Committee. 

Mr.  MOSS  did  not  seek  a  privilege  which 
other  members  could  not  enjoy.  Standing- 
Order  183  read,— 

"  In  the  event  of  any  division  taking  place  in 
any  Select  Committee,  the  question  proposed, 
the  name  of  the  proposer,  and  the  respective 
votes  thereupon  of  each  member  present,  are 
to  be  entered  on  the  minutes  of  evidence,  oi  on. 
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the  minntes  of  the  piooeeclings  of  the  Com- 
mittee (as  the  case  may  be),  and  teported  to  the 
House  on  the  report  of  such  Committee." 

He  therefore  asked  for  a  ruling  as  to  whether 
it  was  not  the  duty  of  the  Committee,  in  pre- 
senting their  report  on  this  Bill,  to  submit  with 
it  a  report  of  all  the  proceedings  in  regard  to  it. 
It  was  only  fair  to  the  House  that  it  should  be 
so.  The  Standing  Order  he  had  read  was  very 
explicit,  and,  unless  the  report  had  been  agreed 
to  unanimously  by  the  Committee,  it  must  be 
complied  with. 

Mr.  SPEAKER  said  the  rule  was  that  all 
reports  from  Select  Committees  must  be  accom- 
panied by  minutes  of  proceedings  tmd  evidence. 

Mr.  PULTON  said  the  minutes  of  this  Com- 
mittee, like  those  of  other  Committees,  were 
kept  in  a  book.  The  Committee  sat  from  day 
to  day,  and  he  thought  it  would  be  improper  to 
lay  on  the  table  a  book  that  he  would  have  to 
take  away  next  day  when  the  Committee  sat. 
He  had  no  objection,  of  course,  to  laying  the 
minutes  on  the  table. 

Mr.  SMITH  had  understood  that  the  Prenuer 
had  supported  the  principle  of  this  Bill  when  it 
passed  its  second  reading. 

Mr.  MOSS  hoped  other  honourable  members 
would  be  guided  by  the  Standing  Order  he  had 
referred  to  and  the  ruling  given  by  Mr.  Speaker. 
It  would  be  an  absurdity  to  have  such  a  Stand- 
ing Order  if  it  was  not  complied  with.  It  would 
really  be  useful  for  the  House  to  know  the 
proceedings  on  a  Bill  from  day  to  day  as  it 
passed  through  a  Committee. 

Mr.  ALLEN  asked  if  it  was  imperative  that 
the  minutes  of  Committees  should  be  laid  on 
the  table  with  their  reports. 

Mr.  SPEAKER  said  that  was  the  rule. 

Mr.  ALLEN  would  ask,  why,  then  in  that 
case,  had  there  been  an  objection  to  laying  the 
minutes  of  the  Midland  Railway  Committee  on 
the  table? 

Mr.  SPEAKER  said  the  House  could,  as  it 
did  then,  overrule  the  Standing  Order,  by  order- 
ing there  should  not  be  laid  on  the  table  any- 
thing it  was  deemed  inexpedient  to  lay  on  the 
table. 

Mr.  ALLEN  asked  if  that  was  not  done  in 
opposition  to  the  Standing  Order. 

Mr.  SPEAKER  said  it  was  for  the  House  to 
say  whether  the  minutes  should  lie  on  the 
table  or  not,  and  the  House  said  "  No." 

Mr.  SEDDON  asked  whether,  when  there 
had  been  a  division,  the  minutes  must  be  pre- 
sented with  the  report. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— Whether  there  has  been  a 
division  or  not,  the  House  should  know  what 
took  place. 

Mr.  ALLEN  asked  if  it  was  the  role  that  the 
minutes  must  be  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— Yes. 

Mr.  O'CONOB  would  like  to  know  whether 
a  resolution  of  the  House  could  override  a 
Standing  Order.  It  appeared  to  have  done  so 
in  the  case  mentioned. 

Mr.  SPEAKER  said  that  when  the  question 
was  put,  "  That  the  minutes  do  lie  on  the  table," 
it  was  for  the  House  to  say  "  Yes  "  or  "  No." 

Mr.  SMITH  would  point  out  that  the  Govem- 
Mr.Mots 


ment  supported  the  principle  of  this  Bill  when 
it  was  before  the  House,  and,  as  the  delay  was. 
caused  to  a  considerable  extent  in  the  Com.- 
mittee  by  the  many  amendments  proposed  by 
the  Minister  of  Lands,  he  thought  that  the 
least  the  Government  could  do  would  be  to 
give  a  day  for  the  consideration  of  the  Bill.  It- 
must  have  been  known  to  the  Government, 
when  they  took  private  members'  days  last 
week,  that  they  virtually  killed  the  Bill,  unless- 
on  opiK>rtunity  was  to  be  given  for  its  con- 
sideration. 

Major  STEWARD  would  go  a  little  farther 
and  suggest  that,  if  the  Government  should  not 
find  it  possible  for  the  Bill  to  receive  considera- 
tion this  session,  they  should,  under  the  cir- 
cumstances of  the  case,  the  Bill  having  been 
to  the  Waste  Lands  Committee  and  having 
received  great  attention  there,  make  arrange- 
ments to  have  the  Bill  proceeded  with  next 
session  from  the  point  at  which  it  had  now 
arrived.  That  would  save  time,  and  insure 
the  honourable  member  for  Auckland  Central 
getting  the  verdict  of  the  House  upon  it. 

Mr.  COWAN  desired  to  remove  any  misap- 
prehension which  might  have  been  caused  by 
the  remarks  of  the  honourable  member  for 
Woodville.  The  delay  in  reporting  upon  the 
Bill  had  not  beed  caused  by  any  action  on  the 
part  of  the  Minister  of  Liuids.  Having  been  » 
regular  attendant  at  the  Committee,  he  conld 
say  that  no  such  allegation  could  fairly  be 
made  against  the  honourable  gentleman.  Ha 
had  taken  great  interest  in  the  Bill,  bat  had 
in  no  way  delayed  it.  The  fact  was,  that  th» 
subject  was  a  very  important  one ;  the  Bill  had 
been  a  heavy  one  to  consider,  and  that  was  why 
it  hod  taken  so  long. 

Mr.  Fulton's  motion  agreed  to. 

PORT  CHALMERS  DOCK  TRUST. 

Mr.  ALLEN  desired  to  know  if  the  Premier 
could  give  him  a  reply  to  his  question,  put  on 
the  previous  day,  with  regard  to  the  Govern- 
ment giving  facilities  for  bringing  on  the  motion 
of  the  Select  Committee  to  inquire  into  the 
proceedings  of  the  Port  Chalmers  Dock  Trust. 

Major  ATKINSON  said  this  matter  had  been 
under  consideration.  He  felt  there  was  very 
great  difficulty  in  the  House  directly  interfer- 
ing with  the  expenditure  of  money  by  local 
bodies ;  but,  under  the  circumstances,  the  Go- 
vernment would  not  feel  justified  in  opposing 
an  obstacle  to  the  honourable  member  making 
the  proposal  to  the  House,  and  it  would  rest 
with  the  House  whether,  under  the  ciionm- 
stancea,  the  request  should  bo  granted.  As  to 
facilities,  he  was  unable  to  say  anything  further 
than  that  the  Government  would  not  raise  any 
opposition  to  the  proposal. 

NEWTON  FLOGGING  CASE. 
Sir  3.  VOGEL  asked  the  Minister  of  Educ*' 
tion,  What  course  he  has  decided  to  take  with 
regajrd  to  the  case  of  flogging  the  girl  at  the 
school  at  Newton?  He  would  remind  the 
honourable  gentleman  to  whom  he  put  the 
question  that  he  had  put  a  similar  question 
before,  and  that  gentleman  had  told  him  that 
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they  wei^considaring  the  matter,  avd  had  lent, 
him  a  copy  of  the  report  which  had  heen  made 
on  the  subject.  He  would  like  now  to  aak  the 
hononiable  member  to  tell  him  what  course,  if 
any,  the  GoTemment  proposed  to  take  with  re- 
gard to  this  matter. 

Mr.  FISHEIR  said  the  Government  proposed 
to  take  no  further  action  in  the  matter.  The 
charge  —  if  charge  it  could  be  called  —  had 
been  formally  and  officially  investigated  by 
the  Newton  East  Sohool  Committee,  and, 
by  a  majority  of  the  Committee,  the  master 
had  been  acquitted  of  having  severely  or  un- 
duly caned  the  chUd.  He  wished  to  call 
attention  to  the  reiterated  use  of  the  word 
"flogged,"  which  was  used  in  the  honourable 
gentleman's  question.  There  was  no  flogging 
in  the  matter ;  and  the  case  had  been  greatly 
exaggerated.  The  master  of  the  school  himself 
did  not  either  cane  or  flog  the  child :  the  child 
merely  received  two  slaps  with  a  cane  upon 
each  hand.  He  had  explained  to  the  honour- 
able gentleman,  when  he  formerly  put  the 
question,  that  the  Government  did  not  con- 
sider that  the  master  had  the  right  either 
himself  to  flog  or  cane  the  child  or  to  give 
instructions  that  the  child  should  be  flogged 
or  caned  because  of  the  unwillingness  or  in- 
ability of  the  parents  to  send  a  note.  If  there 
had  been  anything  in  the  nature  of  a  flogging, 
anything  to  justify  the  use  of  that  term,  no 
doubt  a  more  searching  investigation  would 
have  been  made.  He  had  written  to  the  Auck- 
land Education  Board,  and  they  had  taken  no 
action  whatever  in  the  matter.  He  did  not 
know  whether  it  would  be  fair  to  assume  that 
they  also  believed  that  the  so-called  flogging, 
and  the  circumstances  connected  with  it,  heid 
been  greatly  exaggerated.  At  all  events,  the 
short  answer  to  the  honourable  gentleman's 
question  was,  that  the  Government  did  not 
ptopose  to  take  any  further  action  in  the 
matter. 

Sit  3.  VOGEL  might  say  at  once  that  he 
thought  the  force  of  public  opinion,  and  of 
the  opinion  of  the  House,  would  compel  the 
Government  to  take  some  action,  or  that  some 
action  must  be  taken  outside  the  Government. 
He  did  not  understand  the  distinction  which 
the  honourable  gentleman  drew  between  flog- 
ging and  caning ;  he  did  not  know  whether  it 
was  the  instrument  or  the  part  of  the  person 
to  which  it  was  applied  that  constituted  the 
difference  in  his  mind.  It  was  well  known  that 
the  child  had  been  caned  on  tlie  hand,  and, 
cmsequently,  she  had  received  a  flogging.  He 
would  ask  the  House  to  allow  him  to  give  a 
correct  statement  of  the  case,  which  the  Hon. 
the  Minister  of  Education  had  not  done,  and 
would  say  that,  in  his  opinion,  the  defence  of 
the  person  who  ordered  the  flogging  made  the 
matter  worse.  If  he  rightly  interpreted  the 
temaiks  of  the  Minister  of  Education  he  con- 
aidered  that  the  master's  having  only  ordered 
the  administration  of  the  punishment  and  not 
administered  it  himself  was  a  justification.  He 
did  not  think  it  was,  nor  did  he  believe  the 
House  would.  The  facts  of  the  case  were  these : 
nus  poor  .child  wasiiequently  asked  to  bring 


a  ^hilling  or  a  written  note  from  her  mother ; 
and  at  least  once — and,  her  mother  thought, 
more  often — she  had  requested  her  mother  to 
give  her  the  letter.  The  mother  did  not  give 
her  the  letter,  and  for  this  reason  :  that,  on  a 
previous  occasion,  the  brother  of  this  poor  girl 
had  been  dismissed  from  the  school — dismissed 
in  defiance  of  the  law  which  obtains  in  New 
Zealand  to  enable  all  children  to  obtain  a  free 
education;  this  boy  had  been  dismissed  from 
the  school  because  he  hod  not  brought  a  shilling 
for  the  stationery  materials.  Well,  the  girl 
was  ordered  to  be  caned  because  she  did  not 
bring  a  letter.  It  was  not  very  clear  whether 
or  not  the  girl  said  she  had  asked  for  a  letter 
on  that  day ;  but,  certainly,  the  girl  asserted 
that  she  hcid  asked  for  a  letter  on  some  oooa- 
sions.  In  cases  like  this,  it  was  very  rare  that 
instances  of  brutal  treatment  of  helpless  child- 
ren came  to  light ;  abuses  might  go  on  for 
years  before  the  force  of  public  opinion  was 
brought  to  bear  upon  them,  and  when  they 
did  hear  of  such  cases  those  who  had  experi- 
ence in  matters  of  the  kind  would  readily 
surmise  that  the  one  first  heard  of  was  not  the 
first  occurrence  of  the  kind.  At  the  hearing 
before  the  Committee  a  gentleman  named 
Cook  came  forward.  He  would  quote  from  the 
Auckland  Star: — 

"At  this  stage  a  gentleman  who  had  been 
listening  quietly  to  the  evidence  rose  to  his 
feet,  and  said  that  if  it  was  the  proper  time 
he  wished  to  lay  a  complaint. — The  Chairman 
asked  him  to  put  it  in  writing. — The  man  gave 
his  name  as  James  Cook,  of  South  Street.  He 
said  that  he  preferred  to  speak  to  the  Com- 
mittee, as  he  could  lay  his  complaint  better 
that  way  than  in  writing.  He  wished  to  lay  a 
complaint  to  show  the  scandalous  way  children 
were  beaten  at  that  school.  Mr.  Jeune  had  seen 
his  child.  It  was  shameful,  and  just  for  peep- 
ing on  another  girl's  slate.  After  expressing 
himself  very  strongly  on  the  subject  Mr.  Cook 
withdrew. — The  Chairman  asked  the  Press  not 
to  notice  that  matter,  as  it  was  not  the  busi- 
ness before  the  meeting." 

Very  properly,  he  thought,  the  Press  refused 
to  be  muzzled,  and  this  report  had  seen  the 
light,  and  had  shovm  what  they  might  have 
expected — namely,  that  the  poor  girl's  was  not 
a  solitary  instance.  He  would  state  the  circum- 
stances of  the  case  as  they  had  come  out.  Thi» 
poor  woman  appeared  to  be  a  very  deserving 
one.  In  a  letter  from  Mr.  J.  Graham  tho 
family  was  spoken  of  as  follows : — 

"  Having  known  the  Sheard  family  for  some 
considerable  time,  they  having  been  tenants  of 
mine  for  about  two  years,  I  have  to  state  that 
I  have  always  found  them  ready  and  willing 
to  pay  to  the  last  farthing  when  they  had  the 
wherewith  to  do  so.  Mr.  Sheard  is  a  sober, 
industrious  labourer,  and  willing  to  accept  any 
kind  of  employment  whereby  he  can  obtain  an 
honest  livelihood ;  but  during  the  lost  twelve 
months  he  has  been  very  unfortunate  in  obtain- 
ing employment,  though  he  has,  to  my  know- 
ledge, left  no  stone  unturned  to  seek  it.  As  a 
last  resort  he  left  home  five  weeks  ago  for  Coro- 
mandel  to  endeavour  to  obtain  employment  as 
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a  prospector,  since  vrhich  period  he  has  not 
been  able  to  send  any  remittance  for  the  sup- 
port of  his  wife  and  children ;  and  how  the  poor 
woman  has  provided  for  herself  and  five  help- 
less children  the  bare  necessaries  of  life  I  am 
at  a  loss  to  understand.  As  to  Mrs.  Sheard 
knowing  or  thinking  about  the  legal  or  illegal 
payment  of  the  quarter's  fees,  I  do  not  believe 
lor  one  moment  that  she  knew  that  such  a 
question  had  ever  been  raised,  but  if  she  had 
the  money  it  would  have  been  paid  without  a 
second  asking-for." 

He  would  read  another  letter  directly,  which 
would  show  honourable  members  that  this  was 
a  case  which  if  one  read  in  a  novel  one  would 
say,  What  a  sad  and  pathetic  story  t  Here 
was  this  poor  woman,  without  her  husband, 
without  means  of  livelihood,  and  in  bad  health. 
This  child  had  household  duties  to  perform, 
and,  if  her  mother  had  not  money  in  the  house, 
it  was  all  the  more  to  her  credit  that,  instead  of 
worrying  her  mother  on  the  subject,  she  kept  it 
to  herself.  Could  any  honourable  gentleman 
think  that  a  girl  in  that  position  should  bo 
subjected  to  such  a  cruel  punishment  as  this 

S'rl  was  subjected  to?  Here  was  the  letter 
>m  Dr.  Lewis  on  the  subject : — 

"  Now,  I  happen  to  have  seen  this  said  Eate 
Sheard  compelled  to  do  the  whole  of  the  house- 
work of  the  Sheard  family,  cooking,  washing, 
and  nursing,  while  the  mother  was  confined 
to  bed  through  illness.  Suppose  that  on  the 
afternoon  of  the  caning — and  I  must  say, 
judging  by  the  results  obtained,  the  lady  pupil- 
teacher  is  no  mean  wielder  of  the  rod — the 
whole  of  the  household  duties  devolved  on  the 
said  Kate  Sheard,  you  must  agree  with  me, 
Mr.  Editor,  that  the  housework  would  come 
very  heavily  on  the  child.  Such  work  would 
be  quite  enough  to  set  up  inflammation  in  the 
palm  and  sheaths  of  the  tendons,  and  result 
probably  in  a  long  illness  and  a  stiff  finger  or 
two." 

That  was  the  opinion  of  the  doctor  with 
regard  to  punishment  which  the  Minister  of 
Education  told  the  House  was  but  a  light  one, 
and  one  that  had  been  exaggerated.  To  his 
mind  it  was  a  terrible  thing  to  allow  girls  to  be 
subjected  to  any  personal  punishment  of  the 
kind,  even  if  the  offence  had  been  of  a  much 
more  serious  character.  He  believed  that  the 
greatest  protection  to  young  women  when  they 
grew  up  was,  that  they  had  been  taught  through- 
out their  lives  to  regard  as  inviolable  the  sanc- 
tity of  their  persons.  There  was  only  one  being 
in  the  world — the  mother,  or  the  person  who 
occupied  that  position — who  should  ever  chas- 
tise a  girl,  if  even  she  should  do  it,  which  he 
strongly  denied.  If  whipping  girls  was  to  be 
done  in  full  school  before  a  lot  of  boys  it 
would  be  teaching  those  boys  to  grow  up  to  join 
the  ranks  of  the  brutes  who  beat  their  wives. 
That  was  what  would  happen  if  such  a  course 
as  this  were  adopted  towards  young  girls  in 
achools.  He  could  not  help  recalling  to  his 
mind  what  happened  many  years  ago,  when  all 
Europe  was  convulsed  with  horror  at  the  treat- 
ment of  women  by  a  great  and  important  per- 
son. This  great  and  important  person,  Mar- 
Sir  J.  Vogel 


ahal  Haynau,  went  to  London,  and  paid  a  visit 
to  Barclay  and  Perkins's  brewery  and  oonda- 
scended  to  go  over  it ;  but  the  brewers'  men  there 
had  read  that  Marshal  Haynau  had  ordered 
women  to  be  flogged,  and  they  very  soon  made 
him  hasten  away  from  the  brewery  as  qoickly 
as  possible.  Were  there  no  brewers'  men  in 
Auckland,  one  was  inclined  to  ask,  that  this 
case  had  been  allowed  to  slumber  7  This,  how- 
ever, he  might  say:  that  one  gentleman,  Mr. 
Jeune,  a  member  of  the  School  Committee,  at 
once  resigned  his  position  in  consequence  of 
the  decision  that  no  further  notice  should  be 
taken  of  the  matter — ^which  was,  in  fact,  a 
decision  justifying  the  master.  So  much  for 
the  question  of  flogging  girls  at  school.  He 
would  not  enter  into  the  question  raised  by 
the  doctor,  as  to  which  was  the  proper  part 
of  the  body  on  which  to  inflict  punishment  of 
the  kind.  In  the  interest  of  the  future  women 
of  New  Zealand  they  should  decide  that  no 
punishment  of  the  kind  should  be  administered 
to  girls  in  public  schools,  and  he  hoped  publio 
opinion  would  secure  such  determination  and 
force  it  on  the  Minister  of  Kducation,  no  matter 
what  that  honourable  gentleman's  own  feeling* 
might  be  on  the  subject.  And  now  he  would 
say  a  word  or  two  as  to  the  audacity  of  vio- 
lating the  spirit  and  intention  of  our  Education 
Aot  in  this  case.  We  had  a  system  which  was 
said  to  be  free ;  and  when  the  question  had 
been  put,  "  Why  should  the  parents  of  children 
who  can  afford  to  pay  not  be  made  to  pay 
something  towards  the  education  of  their  child- 
ren ? "  the  answer  had  always  been,  "  If  yoa 
allow  the  parents  of  some  children  to  pay,  and 
others  not,  on  account  of  their  not  being  well 
off,  you  will  draw  a  marked  distinction  between 
the  two,  and  make  some  of  the  children  very 
unhappy."  That  was  the  reason  why  the 
children  of  parents  who  ooold  aSord  to  pay 
were  educated  free.  But  what  was  done  in 
this  case  ?  One  child  was  sent  away  from  the 
school  altogether,  and  another  was  placed  in 
the  painful  position  of  having  to  acknowledge, 
before  the  whole  school,  the  poverty  of  her 
parents.  And  this  was  not  a  solitary  case  ;  for 
it  appeared  that  it  had  been  the  practice  in 
this  school  to  make  the  children  dun  their 
parents  for  the  shilling  which  was  illegally  re- 
quired of  them.  While  the  colony  was  paying 
enormous  sums  to  enable  education  to  be  free, 
so  that  there  should  be  no  distinction  between 
children,  no  matter  what  the  means  of  their 
parents  might  be,  here  a  charge  like  this  was 
being  made  to  establish  ranks  in  schools  as  be- 
tween the  children  of  parents  who  had  not  the 
shilling  to  pay  and  those  whose  parents  could 
afford  it.  This  was  a  most  illegal  demand  to 
be  made  on  them  by  the  schoolmaster.  He 
would  not  detain  the  House  further  than  to 
say  that,  if  the  Government  would  not  do  any- 
thing in  the  matter,  he  had  made  up  his  mind 
that  want  of  means  should  not  prevent  this 
poor  woman  from  prosecuting  the  case.  He 
moved  the  adjournment  of  the  House. 

Mr.  W.  P.  REEVES  seconded  the  motion  for 
adjournment,  and  would  like  to  say  that  this 
was  not  a  matter  of  such  trifling  importance  as 
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a  good  many  hononrable  members  appeared  to 
tMnk.  The  distinction  Bought  to  be  drawn  by 
the  Minister  of  Education  between  caning  and 
flogging  seemed  to  be  specious  and,  altogether, 
not  proved.  He  thought  it  a  most  terrible 
thing  that  masters,  who  were  prevented  by 
the  regulations  from  administering  the  cruel 
punishment  of  flogging,  should  be  permitted  to 
administer  the  punishment  of  caning.  The 
Minister  of  Education  said  it  was  a  less  pain- 
ful punishment  to  be  caned  than  to  be  flogged ; 
but  he  could  assure  the  honourable  gentleman 
that  it  was  not.  Ko  doubt  the  honourable 
gentleman  had  not  had  any  experience  in  the 
matter,  and  they  now  saw  in  the  House  the 
terrible  result  of  sparing  the  rod  in  the  honour- 
able gentleman's  cose.  But  no  doubt  nine- 
teen out  of  twenty  of  the  honourable  members 
present,  who  had  had  experience  of  the  physical 
■uSering,  would  bear  him  out  in  saying  that  in 
many  cases  it  was  a  more  severe  punishment 
to  be  caned  than  to  be  flogged.  He  protested 
against  masters  endeavouring  to  evade  the 
regulations  under  the  trivial  and  peculiar  pre- 
text laid  down  by  the  Slinister  of  Education. 

Mr.  FISHEB  said  that,  after  the  statement 
of  the  honourable  member  for  Christchurch 
North,  he  was  sure  the  House  would  permit 
him  to  answer  some  of  the  remarks  of  the 
honourable  gentleman.  Any  man  of  impar- 
tial mind  must  admit  that  ho  had  plamly 
stated  on  a  former  occasion,  when  the  honour- 
able gentleman  brought  the  matter  up,  that 
he  entirely  disapproved  of  caning.  He  mode 
that  statement  in  such  plain  and  simple  lan- 
guage that  there  was  no  room  for  any  mis- 
conception as  to  what  he  had  said.  But  he 
wished  to  say  now  that  he  conceived  it  to  be 
the  primary  duty  of  the  Auckland  Education 
Boarl  to  interfere  in  this  matter,  if  any  inter- 
ference were  necessary.  The  Board  did  inter- 
fere, and  had  called  upon  the  Committee  to 
report  to  the  Board.  The  Committee  inquired 
into  all  the  circumstances  of  the  caning,  and 
forwarded  the  report  of  that  inquiry,  which 
disclosed  certain  perfectly  plain  facts;  but,  in 
the  hands  of  such  a  superb  champion  of  ex- 
aggeration as  the  House  knew  the  honourable 
member  for  Christchurch  North  to  be,  those 
facts  were  perverted  in  a  way  that  was  not  at 
all  justifiable.  What  were  the  facts  ?  He  (Mr. 
Fisher)  confessed  that,  on  reading  the  state- 
ments contained  in  Dr.  Lewis's  letter,  he  came 
to  the  conclusion  that  a  most  unwarrantable 

gmishment  hod  been  inflicted  upon  the  girl. 
«  really  thought  she  had  been  subjected  to  a 
"brutal  outrage,"  to  quote  the  words  of  the 
honourable  gentleman — that  she  had  been 
beaten  to  within  an  inch  of  her  life,  and  that 
the  schoolmaster,  Mr.  Coates,  had  dropped  on 
the  ground  from  sheer  exhaustion  after  mfiict- 
jng  the  punishment.  But,  after  investigation, 
it  turned  out  that  the  caning  had  been  inflicted 
by  a  female  teacher  in  another  room,  and  that 
the  girl  was  not  flogged  by  the  master  before  the 
whole  school.  Dr.  Lewis,  who  had  published 
the  sensational  version  of  the  punishment,  was 
bnmght  before  the  Committee  for  examination ; 
•ad  what  did  he  say  ?    In  the  official  report  of 


bis  evidence,  as  taken  down  by  a  shorthand 
writer,  he  said  this :  Dr.  Lewis  was  asked, 
**  You  said  in  your  letter,  from  which  » 
great  many  think  your  impression  was  that 
the  child  was  half  murdered — you  said  yon 
were  astonished  when  you  heard  the  reason 
of  the  caning.  Was  it  at  the  caning  or  the 
reason  you  were  astonished?"  Answer:  "At  the 
reason,  not  at  the  caning."  Then  this  further 
question  was  put  to  him:  "If  this  girl  hod 
be«n  taken  into  a  room  and  punished  in  the 
way  yon  think  righc,  and  a  mark  like  the  one 
you  saw  left,  would  you  think  that  the  child 
was  unduly  punished?"  "Certainly  not." 
That  was  the  answer  of  Dr.  Lewis,  who  put 
into  an  Auckland  newspaper  the  letter  which 
led  every  candid  person  to  believe  that  the 
child  had  been  cruelly  flogged.  And  what 
was  his  statement  as  to  the  actual  punish- 
ment? "  You  remember  the  child  Kate  Sheard 
going  to  your  house  on  the  Slst  October?" 
"Yes."  "You  examined  her  hands?"  "Yes." 
"You  found  nothing  on  one  hand?"  "No- 
thing." "  And  on  the  other  a  small  weal  com- 
mon to  boys,  which  you  thought  had  been 
caused  by  a  little  catohing  in  the  end  of  the 
cane  ?  "  "  Yes.  The  weal  was  caused  by  a  split 
in  the  end  of  the  cane  catching  in  the  hand." 
This  was  the  "  brutal  assault"  which  the  honour- 
able gentleman  hod  magnified  into  such  elabo- 
rate proportions ;  and  he  (Mr.  Fisher)  would 
ask  the  House  whether,  upon  this  plam  state- 
ment of  the  medical  man  himself,  there  was 
any  justification  for  the  harrowing  version 
which  the  honourable  gentleman  had  given  to 
the  House  that  day.  Then,  the  honourable 
gentleman  raised  the  question  as  to  the  right  ot 
any  person  connected  with  the  school  to  de- 
mand from  this  or  any  other  child  a  fee  of  a 
shilling;  and  he  (Mr.  Fisher)  granted  that, 
technically  speaking,  there  was  no  right  what- 
ever to  exact  or  demand  any  fee  from  any 
pupil  attending  the  public  schools.  The  Act 
itself  was  mandatory  upon  the  point  that  no 
fee  should  be  charged.  But  what  was  the 
shilling  for?  He  wished  the  House  to  under- 
stand that,  in  giving  an  explanation  on  this 
point,  he  was  not  defending  the  action  of  the 
Committee.  But  his  own  boys  attended  the 
State  schools,  and  he  had  to  provide  school 
material  for  them.  The  Committees  were 
bound  by  the  Act  to  provide  all  necessary 
school  apparatus,  but  there  was  nothing  in  the 
Act  which  compelled  the  School  Committee* 
to  provide  school  material  for  the  children. 
He  (Mr.  Fisher)  had  to  find  three  and  four 
shillmgs  for  ea^h  boy  every  quarter  for  the 
necessary  school  material,  and  he  should  be 
very  glad,  speaking  his  own  personal  views,  if 
the  School  Committee  of  his  district  would 
consent  to  provide  his  children  with  all  neces- 
sary school  material  at  the  rate  of  one  shilling 
a  quarter.  He  did  not  think  that  any  member 
of  the  House  who  looked  into  the  matter  would 
deem  it  exorbitant  to  pay  one  penny  a  week 
for  school  material. 

Mr.  R.  H.  J.  REEVES.— Supposing  they 
have  not  got  it  7 

Mr.  FISHER.  —  Can  it  be  possible  that  in 
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the  Colony  of  New  Zealand  there  are  people 
-who  cannot  afford  to  pay  one  whilling  in  thir- 

Mr.  LEVESTAM.— YeB,  there  are. 

Mr.  FISHER  said  he  did  not  in  any  sense 
defend  the  demand  for  the  shilling.  He  only 
expressed  a  wish  that  in  his  own  case  the 
Swool  Committee  of  the  Tfaomdon  district 
wonid  accept  one  shilling  per  qvuuier,  and 
provide  his  children  with  necessary  school 
material.  Now,  these  were  the  facts  relating 
to  the  payment  of  the  shilling.  The  shilling 
was  not  demanded.  Hero  is  the  regulation  or 
rule  under  which  the  shilling  was  paid : — 

"  All  below  Standard  I.,  Sd.,  for  which  they 
•hall  have  the  use  of  slates  and  slate-pencils. 
For  Stajtdards  I.  to  VI.,  Is.,  for  which  they  shall 
have  the  use  of  slates,  slate-pencils,  ink,  pens, 
and  penholders,  and  be  supplied  with  copy- 
books, blotting-paper  and  glass-paper,  with 
muriatic  acid  for  desk  cleaning,  and  foolscap 
paper  for  examination  purposes." 

Be  thought  that  the  Committee,  instead  of 
being  blamed  for  asking  a  shilling  a  qnar- 
Ux,  were  rather  to  be  commended.  However, 
as  he  had  already  stated,  he  was  not  there 
to  defend  the  Committee  upon  that  point. 
Well,  these  were  the  fasts  relating  to  this 
now  celebrated  flogging  case.  He  had  shown 
that  the  sensational  statements  made  con- 
cerning it  were  altogether  unwarranted  and 
unjustifiable,  that  the  Committee  itself  made 
an  ample  and  exhaustive  inquiry,  and  that 
the  sensational  version  which  the  honourable 
gentleman  had  given  to  the  House  that  after- 
noon was  in  no  way  justified.  He  was  sure 
that  if  the  Board  of  Education,  who,  so  to 
speak,  were  on  the  spot,  had  seen  anything  to 
justify  their  interference,  they  would  have  in- 
terfered, for  they  were  the  persons  to  interfere. 
The  only  way  in  which  the  Government  could 
interfere  was  by  the  appointment  of  a  Royal 
Commission  :  and  he  would  ask  the  honourable 
gentleman  whether  he  thought  the  Govern- 
ment ought  to  appoint  a  Boyal  Commission  to 
inquire  into  the  circumstances  of  this  case. 

Sir  O.  OBEY  said  he  was  interested  in  the 
district  in  which  this  circumstance  occurred, 
and  he  thought  this  should  be  laid  down  as  a 
rule  by  that  House :  that,  so  far  as  they  could 
prevent  corporal  punishment  being  infiicted  on 
girls  who  attended  public  schools,  they  would 
prevent  its  being  done.  He  thought  they  had 
all  come  to  that  conclusion,  and  he  really  did 
not  think  that  a  case  of  wrongful  punishment 
was  so  trifling  a  thing  as  persons  believed.  He 
was  certain  that  an  innocent  child  unjustly 
punished  and  struck,  as  he  believed  was  the 
case  in  this  instance,  hod  a  sort  of  hope- 
lessness of  justice  in  the  world,  and  a  kmd 
of  depression  and  grief  and  sense  of  wrong 
impressed  upon  its  mind,  that  perhaps  peo- 
ple could  hardly  understand  unless  they  bod 
suffered  when  they  were  children  them- 
selves. He  thought  the  persons  concerned 
would,  on  reflection,  regret  what  had  occurred, 
and  he  wished  the  House,  on  every  possible 
occasion,  to  protest  against  corporal  punish- 
ment being  inflicted  upon  girls  who  attended 
ifr.  Fiahtr 


their  schools.     He  thought  corporal  pnnicih- 
ment  an  improper  proceeding  altogeUier. 

Major  ATKINSON  was  only  going  to  say  that 
he  entirely  agreed  with  what  hod  fallen  from 
the  honourable  member  for  Auckland  Central. 
It  appeared  to  him  (Major  Atkinson)  that  the 
House  should  discourage  in  every  possible  way 
corporal  punishment  in  schools,  especitklly  of 
girls.  He  objected  to  it  himself,  even  in  £he 
case  of  boys.  He  felt  quite  certain,  in  regard 
to  a  school  in  which  corporal  punishment  waa 
necessary,  that  the  master  of  that  school  was 
incompetent  for  his  business.  That  he  felt 
very  strongly  about.  The  Oovemment  con- 
sidered this  case  with  a  great  deal  of  care  to 
see  whether  they  could  properly  interfere :  but 
seeing  that  the  evidence  of  the  doctor  had 
entirely  broken  down ;  seeing  that  be  had  re- 
tracted everything  he  said,  and  made  out  that 
the  punishment  was  only  moderate  and  reason- 
able— if  corporal  punishment  could  be  said  to 
be  reasonable,  but  he  was  not  prepared  to  say 
that  it  was,  however— the  School  Committee 
having  made  an  inquiry,  and  the  Education 
Board  being  there  to  take  action,  as  it  was  its 
duty  to  do  if  it  thought  necessary,  the  Govern- 
ment, not  being  charged  with  tuny  function  at 
all,  and  having  no  authority,  would '  not  have 
been  justified,  under  these  circumstances,  in 
treating  this  as  a  case  of  brutal  assault.  But 
had  there  been  any  brutal  assault,  and  had 
neither  the  Committee  nor  the  Board  of  Eda- 
tion  interfered,  then  the  Government  would 
have  been  bound,  and  he  would  have  done 
his  utmost,  to  have  the  case  thoroughly  inves- 
tigated; but  it  did  not  seem  to  the  Govern- 
ment that  they  were  justified  in  departing 
from  that  rule,  especially  as  they  had  no  func- 
tion in  the  matter.  He  had  no  doubt  this 
would  be  a  warning  to  all  schoolmasters  gene- 
rally; and  he  ventured  to  think  that,  if  this 
was  not  put  down  by  Education  Boards  and 
School  Committees,  the  House  would  have  to 
step  in  and  say  that  it  should  not  take  place. 
He  confessed  that,  upon  reading  the  report  and 
the  evidence  adduced,  as  he  did  carefully,  it 
did  not  seem  to  him  that  the  ptmishment  was 
justified.  He  thought  there  was  a  reason- 
able doubt  that  the  child  had  done  what  she 
ought  to  have  done — asked  her  mother  for  the 
money.  Honourable  members  would  note  that 
the  child  was  not  punished  for  not  bringing  the 
shilling,  although  that  was  not  clearly  brought 
out  —  she  was  punished,  partly,  because  she 
did  not  ask  her  mother  again,  as  she  had  been 
directed  to  do,  for  the  money.  He  could  hardly 
call  that  a  disobedience  of  orders  calling  for 
punishment,  but  he  thought  that  any  further 
action  on  the  part  of  the -'Government  would 
not  have  been  justifiable  under  the  circum- 
stances. But  he  repeated  again  that  he  looked 
upon  it  as  an  exceedingly  wrong  thing  to  punish 
a  girl.  He  believed  it  showed  incompetency 
on  the  port  of  the  masters  when  they  had  to 
punish  ;  and  if  the  practice  grew  to  any  extent 
in  their  schools,  and  the  School  Committees 
and  Education  Boards  did  not  see  to  it,  the 
House  would  have  to  stop  in  and  say,  "You 
shall  not  do  it." 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1887.], 


Netotion 


[HOUSE.] 


Flogging  Case. 


183 


Mr.  E.  BICHABDSON  would  like  to  know  if 
the  GoTemmenk  had'  received  any  intim<itioii 
ihat  this  practice  had  been  persisted  in,  of 
demanding  money  from  pupils. 

Mr.  ATKHrsOK  thought  that  nearly  all  the 
<3oinmittee8  did  it  all  over  the  colony.  As  he 
understood  it  the  difficulty  was  Qiis :  vtiX  Shere 
was  no  provision  made  by  the  public  to  provide 
the  schools  with  oopybooks,  slates,  pens,  and 
ink.  That  was  considered  outside  the  Act,  and 
children  were  supposed  to  provide  themselves 
with  these  necessaries.  That  was  what  had, 
apparently,  been  the  administration  of  the 
late  Qovemment  in  that  direction,  and  no  one 
oould  be  said  to  be  more  anxious  in  the  matter 
of  education  than  Sir  Bobert  Stout.  If  it  was 
considered  necessary  by  the  State  that  children 
should  be  supplied  wiiji  these  articles  free,  no 
doubt  some  proposal  would  have  been  made  on 
the  subjeot  by  the  late  Minister  of  Education. 
The  general  experience  was,  that  it  was  very 
much  cheaper  for  the  children  to  buy  what  they 
wanted  by  this  small  general  contribution  than 
that  each  child  should  bring  his  own  slate,  pen, 
ink,  Ac. 

Hr.  LEVESTAM  must  confess  that  he  was 
much  pleased  with  the  honourable  member  for 
Ghristchurch  North  for  having  brought  this 
matter  before  the  House,  and  he  was  surprised 
at  Ministers  trying  to  find  excuses.'  five  Minis- 
ter of  Education  told  the  House  that  it  was  a 
weal  caused  by  a  split  in  the  cane. 

Mr.  FISHER.— It  was  not  I  who  told  yon 
that ;  it  was  the  medical  man. 

Mr.  LEVESTAM  said  the  honourable  gentle- 
man stated  the  punishment  was  not  severe,  but 
merely  a  weal  caused  by  a  split  at  the  end  of 
the  cane.  But  why  was  this  child  chastised 
at  ail  ?  The  honourable  gentleman  told  the 
House  that  there  was  nothing  in  the  Act 
which  empowered  him  to  step  in.  He  (Mr. 
Levestam)  took  it  that  it  was  the  duty  of  the 
Minister  of  Education  to  see  that  the  Act  was 
carried  out.    What  was  he  for  7 

Mr.  FISHEB  said  he  was  there  for  what 
Sir  Bobert  Stout  had  been  there  for,  and  the 
boDoniable  gentleman  had  never  found  fault 
with  anything  Sir  Bobert  Stout  did  in  connec- 
tion with  education. 

Mr.  LEVESTAM  had  heard  no  complaint 
whatever  that  Sir  Bobert  Stout  did  not  carry 
out  the  Act.  What  was  the  Minister  of  Edu- 
cation there  for  ?  Simply  to  see  that  the  Act 
was  carried  out.  If  not,  what  was  the  use  of 
him?  The  honourable  gentleman  went  on  to  tell 
the  House  that  if  he  had  found  that  some  very 
severe  punishment  had  been  inflicted,  and  the 
Committee  and  the  Board  did  not  take  it  up, 
then  he  would.    How  could  he  have  done  it  7 

Major  ATKINSON.  — By  no  clause  at  all; 
outside  the  Act. 

Mr.  LEVESTAM  might  almost  say  that  a 
crime  had  been  committed.  A  child  was  pun- 
ished without  rhyme  or  reason,  and  he  held 
that  it  was  the  duty  of  the  Qovemment  to  step 
in.  They  were  told  that  the  evidence  broke 
down  completely — that  was,  the  doctor's  evi- 
dence. That  seemed  to  him  to  be  a  secondary 
consideration  altogether.    The  punishment  was 


severe.  Why  had  the  teacher  the  right  to 
punish  at  all?  An  unjustifiable  assault  had 
been  committed,  for  which  the  teacher  ought 
to  have  been  brought  to  account.  He  might  be 
told  that  the  parents  might  institute  proceed- 
ings ;  but,  if  they  were  too  poor  to  pay  a^hilling, 
then  they  were  too  poor  to  take  legal  proceed- 
ings; and  it  was  the  duty  of  the  Government 
to  protect  all  their  subjects,  even  the  very 
poorest  of  them.  That  he  took  to  be  one  of 
the  fundamental  functions  of  a  Qovemment. 
He  thought  the  Qovemment  had  failed  in  this 
instance.  However,  he  believed  this  discus- 
sion had  done  and  would  do  good,  because  he 
hoped  that  it  would  never  occur  again.  The 
Premier  told  them  that  if  these  things  con- 
tinued the  House  should  step  in.  It  appeared 
that  the  House  had  stepped  in  already.  As  to 
the  assertion  of  the  Minister  of  Education  that 
there  is  no  power  of  intervention  by  the  Qovem- 
ment in  the  matter  of  charging  fees,  that  was 
the  most  extraordinary  excuse  he  had  ever 
heotd  about  anything. 

Mr.  MILLS  was  sure  the  expression  of 
opinion  by  the  House  that  afternoon  would 
have  a  vety  good  effect,  and  would  act  as  a 
warning  to  teachers  and  Committees  through- 
out the  country,  and  put  a  stop  to  the  cor- 
poral punishment  of  girls,  whicli  could  not 
be  too  much  reprobated.  It  would  sJso  have 
the  effect  of  causing  the  Minister  of  Education 
to  give  his  attention  to  this  question  of  pen-and- 
ink  money.  The  Eiggregate  amount  collected  in 
that  way  must  be  very  laige,  and,  in  some  cases, 
it  was  to  be  feared,  the  system  was  abused.  He 
was  perfectly  certain  that  if  the  matter  were 
investigated  it  would  be  found  that  the  amount 
collected,  instead  of  merely  covering  thp  outlay 
for  school  requisites,  yielded  in  many  cases  a 
considerable  revenue  besides  to  the  teachers. 
He  would  like  to  call  the  attention  of  the 
honourable  gentleman  to  the  hardship  inflicted 
on  parents  of  children  attending  school  by  the 
want  of  uniformity  in  school-books.  He  had 
hetkrd  complaints  very  generally  expressed  by 
parents  that,  as  each  child  came  on,  fresh 
books  bad  to  be  obtained  for  it.  The  books 
used  by  a  child  which  had  passed  into  a  higher 
standard  or  left  the  school  were  very  often  use- 
less to  the  younger  children  coming  on  after- 
wards, SA  meantime,  through  a  change  of 
teachers,  or  from  some  other  cause,  new  books 
had  been  adopted.  He  thought  there  should 
be  some  tmiform  system  of  books  throughout 
the  public  schools,  as  it  would  lead  to  a  great 
saving  to  the  parents  of  children  attending 
school. 

Sir  J.  VOGEL  said  honourable  members  had 
witnessed  the  spirit  in  which  the  honourable 
member  at  the  head  of  the  department  had 
replied  to  him — it  seemed  almost  impossible 
for  the  honourable  gentleman  to  be  commonly 
courteous  to  him.  The  honourable  gentleman 
had  described  him  as  the  champion  of  exaggera- 
tion, because  he  had  spoken  of  the  outrage  being 
a  brutal  one,  though  the  child  had  not  been 
beaten  within  an  inch  of  her  life.  That  was 
the  language  used  by  persons  who  were  in  the 
habit  of  iU-troating  women — they  said  a  poor 
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Tromui  conld  be  given  black  eyes,  or  anytbing 
of  that  kind,  bat,  so  long  as  her  life  was  not 
endangered,  the  outrage  was  not  a  brutal  one. 
He  contended  that,  whether  the  caning  bad 
been  done  with  great  severity  or  not,  the  out- 
rage was  a  brutal  outrage,  and  against  the  right 
and  justice  to  which  the  girl  was  entitled.  This 
caning  of  the  girl  in  the  sight  of  her  school- 
fellows beoanse  her  mother  had  not  a  shilling 
to  spars  was  an  outrage.  The  honourable 
gentleman  treated  the  case  with  levity,  and 
brought  in  a  worn-out  old  joke  about  "  weal 
and  woe ; "  but  it  was  not  a  case  at  all  for  levity. 
It  was  true  that  the  doctor  had  contradicted 
himself;  but,  as  against  the  evidence  which 
had  been  read  by  the  honourable  gentleman, 
he  would  read  an  extract  from  a  letter  written 
by  Dr.  Lewis  at  an  earlier  period : — 

"  Now,  I  happen  to  have  seen  this  said  Kate 
Sheard  compelled  to  do  the  whole  of  the  house- 
work of  the  Sheajrd  family,  cooking,  washing, 
and  nursing,  while  the  mother  was  confined 
to  bed  through  illness.  Suppose  that  on  the 
afternoon  of  the  caning — and  I  must  say,  judg- 
ing by  the  results  obtained,  the  lady  pupil- 
teacher  is  no  mean  wielder  of  the  rod  —  the 
whole  of  the  household  duties  devolved  on  the 
said  Kate  Sheard,  you  must  agree  with  me, 
Mr.  Editor,  that  the  housework  would  come 
▼eiy  heavily  on  the  child.  Such  work  would 
be  quite  enough  to  set  up  inflammation  in  the 
palm  and  sheaths  of  the  tendons,  and  result 
probably  in  a  long  illness  and  a  stiS  finger  or 
two." 

That  was  written  by  the  doctor  at  an  earlier 
period.  The  honourable  gentleman  considered 
a  caning,  which  might  give  the  child  a  stifE 
finger  or  two,  or  lay  her  up  with  illness,  was  not 
sufficiently  severe  to  be  called  a  brutal  outrage. 
At  any  rate  the  fact  remained  that  there  was  a 
statement  by  the  doctor  that  if  the  poor  girl 
had  to  do  household  work  there  would  be  a 
chance  of  her  being  laid  up  with  illness,  and 
of  her  having  a  stiff  finger  or  two  for  life. 

Mr.  FISHER.— What  did  he  afterwards  say 
when  subject  to  the  test  of  examination  ? 

Sir  J.  VOGEL  said  Dr.  Lewis  appeared  to 
believe  in  the  discipline  prescribed  by  King 
Solomon  in  the  line,  "  Who  hateth  the  child 
spareth  the  rod."  But  our  modem  practice 
and  experience  were  quite  averse  from  that 
teaching,  and,  however  such  a  system*  might 
be  necessary  in  a  household  like  Solomon's, 
where  there  were  hundreds  of  wives  and  a  still 
larger  number  of  children,  it  was  not  neces- 
sary in  our  time  to  pursue  that  treatment. 
The  modem  view  was  that  stated  by  the  Pre- 
mier, and  one  which  ho  hoped  would  have 
effect  given  to  it — that  was,  to  discourage  cor- 
poral pimishment  in  schools;  and,  above  all, 
the  punishment  of  girls  in  that  way  ought  to  be 
discouraged.  In  a  warm  climate  like  that  of 
Auckland  the  period  of  puberty  was  reached 
exceedingly  early,  often  as  early  as  twelve 
years  of  age,  and  nothing  could  be  more  scan- 
dalous, or  more  calculated  to  encourage  future 
vice,  than  to  single  out  a  girl  for  punishment 
before  a  large  school :  it  was  a  scandal  on  our 
sohool-system.  As  regards  this  fee  question,  the 
Sir  J.  Vogel 


Minister  of  Education  had  told  them  that  ha 
was  charged  the  same  on  aooount  of  his  ohild- 
ren ;  bat  he  could  not  have  the  same  feelings  for 
the  honourable  gentleman  as  he  had  for  Mta. 
Sheard,  because  in  the  one  case  it  was  not  » 
hardship  and  in  the  other  it  was.  He  should 
have  admired  the  honourable  gentleman  if  ha 
had  said  that,  the  matter  having  been  repre- 
sented to  him,  he  would  take  measures  to  proteot 
parents  from  having  this  charge  made  on  them, 
and  their  children  being  punished  when  tha 
charge  could  not  be  met  on  aooount  of  poverty. 
He  thought  this  ohaige  was  illegal.  It  was  an 
absurdity  to  boast  of  our  system  of  "  free  "  eda- 
cation  if  this  charge  was  allowed  to  be  levied 
upon  the  parents  for  the  benefit  of  the  school- 
masters, and  if  they  were  allowed  to  cane  child- 
ren who  could  not  bring  the  money  and  did 
not  bring  what  they  might  consider  to  be  suffi- 
cient excuses,  or  to  send  the  children  from  the 
school.  The  Minister  of  Education  asked  what 
he  (Sir  3.  Vogel)  wanted  the  Govemmenjt  to  do. 
He  thought  the  Grovemment  should  prevent 
snob  charges  being  made  on  parents.  What- 
ever the  cost  might  be  the  House  should  pro- 
vide the  necessary  means  for  the  supply  of 
school  materials,  and  not  allow  the  masten  to 
obtain  these  shillings  from  children.  Thraa- 
shillings  a  year  per  child  was  a  large  payment, 
and,  though  he  did  not  know  if,  as  stated, 
some  schoolmasters  made  a  profit  out  of  it, 
the  charge  should  not  be  allowed.  We  boasted 
that  our  system  of  education  was  free,  bat- 
that  beast  was  an  empty  one  if  fees  wer* 
allowed  to  be  charged  by  a  sidevrind :  it  wonU 
be  better  to  charge  direct  fees  at  once  than  to 
allow  that.  He  fully  agreed  with  the  Premier 
that  where  the  discipline  of  a  school  conld  nob 
be  maintained  without  corporal  punishment 
it  showed  that  the  teachers  were  inefficient. 
It  was  not  by  punishments  of  that  kind  that 
teachers  of  schools,  no  matter  what  their  siae, 
should  maintain  their  power.  Within  thfr 
memory  of  the  living  generation  the  Uni- 
versity College  School  of  London  had  been 
established  on  the  principle  that  under  no. 
consideration  whatever  should  the  mastera 
be  allowed  to  corporally  punish  the  soholara  ; 
and  on  that  system  the  school  had  been 
a  huge  success,  and  now  was  attended,  ha 
believed,  by  over  one  thousand  boys.  This 
proved  that  even  in  regeird  to  boys  it  was  not 
necessary  to  administer  corporal  punishment 
in  schools.  In  the  great  public  schools  of 
England,  where  corporal  punishment  had  not 
yet  altogether  ceased,  such  punishment  waa- 
now  very  rarely  administered,  and  he  thought 
it  was  a  stain  upon  our  boasted  system  of 
education  that  such  punishment  should  ba 
allowed  to  be  administered,  at  any  rata  to 
girls,  in  the  public  schools  of  this  colony.  As  to 
the  decision  of  the  Committee,  it  was  not  a^ 
unanimous  decision,  as  two  members  voted  on» 
way,  four  the  other,  and  one  gentleman  ab- 
stained from  voting.  Now,  what  he  said  was. 
this :  that  the  Oovernment  should  set  at  rest 
this  question  as  to  the  legality  of  levying  this- 
three  shillings  a  year  as  fees  for  stationer/, 
and  should  ask  the  House  to  provide  the  naces- 
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Buy  means  so  that  such  charges  on  the  parents 
Atoald  not  be  neoeasazy.  If  that  were  not  done 
we  eonld  no  longer  call  onr  system  of  educa- 
tion a  free  one.  Then,  he  said  there  should  be 
a  power  to- prevent  the  administration  of  oor- 
ptnral  punishment,  and  especially  to  girls,  in  the 
jmblio  schools  of  the  colony.  He  could  not 
help  thinking  that  the  time  which  had  been 
devoted  to  ^scnsaing  this  question  had  not 
been  wasted.  He  had  no  power  to  force  the 
Oovemment  in  the  matter,  out  he  should  see 
that  Mrs.  Sheard  did  not  want  for  the  means  of 
instituting  a  prosecution  should  she  desire  to 
do  so. 
Motion  for  adjournment  negatived. 

WELLINGTON  COLLEGE  AND  GIKLS* 
HIGH  SCHOOL  BILLS. 

Mr.  KEBB  asked  the  Minister  of  Educa- 
tion, Whether  the  Wellington  Girls'  High 
School  and  the  Wellington  College  and  Girls' 
High  School  Bills  are  Government  Bills,  or 
whether  they  are  introduced  by  him  in  bis 
capacity  as  a  private  member  of  this  House  ? 

Sfr.  FISHEB  said  there  was  only  one  Wel- 
lington College  Bill  on  the  Order  Paper,  and 
that  and  the  Auckland  Girls'  High  School 
Amendment  Bill  were  introduced  to  cany  out 
an  undertaking  given  by  his  predecessor  in  ofSce 
to  pass  these  Bills  in  order  to  give  certain 
powers  to  these  bodies  to  prevent  their  making 
a  charge  for  building  purposes  on  the  Consoli- 
dated Fund.  That  was  the  object  for  which 
the  Bills  were  introduced ;  and  they  were  in- 
troduced by  him  in  his  capacity  as  Minister 
of  Education. 

BECIPBOCITY  WITH  AUSTBALIA. 

Mr.  BHODES  asked  the  Premier,  Whether, 
if  he  attends  the  Postal  Congress  in  Melbourne, 
h«  will,  in  connection  with  the  proposed  re- 
vision of  the  tariff,  endeavour  to  make  some 
anangement  with  the  Governments  of  the  Aus- 
tralian Colonies  by  which  the  duties  on  onr 
farmers'  produce  might  be  reduced,  or,  at  any 
rate,  a  pledge  made  that  they  shall  not  be  in- 
creased ;  we  on  onr  side  making  some  conces- 
sion in  our  tariff  which  will  suit  the  Australian 
Governments  ?  As  it  seemed  certain  there 
wonld  be  a  revision  of  the  tariff  next  session, 
he  hoped  the  Premier  would  be  able  to  do 
something  in  the  direction  that  the  question 
indicated,  for  the  benefit  of  the  farmers  of  this 
coon  try. 

Major  ATKINSON  was  afraid  the  Govern- 
ment would  not  be  able  to  send  a  Minister  to 
the  Postal  Conference  to  represent  this  colony : 
he  did  not  think  the  public  business  would 
admit  of  it.  But  the  Oovemment  would  use 
every  opportunity  to  move  in  the  direction  the 
honourable  gentleman  indicated. 

CHATTELS  SEOUBITIES  ACTS. 
Kr.  BHODES  acked  the  Premier,  Whether 
the  Government  will  introduce  a  Bill  next 
session  to  consolidate  and  simplify  the  Chattels 
Seonrities  Acts,  and  include  a  simple  form  of 
security  by  providing  a  schedule  of  implied 
covenants,  powers,  &c,  ?     He  asked  this  ques- 


tion beoausa  anything  that  wonld  tend  to 
cheapen  the  cost  of  drawing  these  securities 
would  tend  to  cheapen  the  rate  of  interest. 

Major  ATKINSON  said  the  Oovemment  had 
such  a  Bill  under  consideration ;  and  if  they 
could  not  deal  vrith  the  matter  this  session 
they  would  do  so  next  session. 

LAND  TBANSPEB  ACT. 

Mr.  BHODES  asked  the  Minister  of  Lands, 
Whether  there  are  any  survey  difficulties  in  the 
way  of  bringing  all  land  under  the  Land  Trans- 
fer Act  by  compulsory  legislation  7 

Major  ATKINSON  was  sorry  to  say.  that 
there  were  considerable  difficulties  in  the  way. 

GBEYMOUTH  HABBOUB. 

Dr.  NEWMAN  asked  the  Government,— (1.)  If 
they  are  aware  that  £9,500  out  of  the  proceeds 
of  loan  guaranteed  by  the  Government  for  the 
improvement  of  the  Greymouth  Harbour  has 
been  devoted  by  the  Harbour  Board  to  the  pur- 
chase of  a  tug  ?  ^2.)  If  they  will  cause  an  in- 
quiry to  be  made  mto  the  circumstances  of  the 
purchase  ?  He  understood  that  £9,500  was  paid 
away  for  the  purchase  of  a  tug,  though  he  be- 
lieved that  it  was  possible  to  get  a  more  efficient 
and  useful  boat  for  less  money,  and  that  the 
expenditure  was  quite  unwEu:ranted. 

Mr.  FISHEB  said  it  was  tme  that  the  Grey- 
month  Harbour  Board  had  spent  £9,500  in  the 
purchase  of  a  tug,  but  he  understood  it  was  not 
charged  against  loan  expenditure.  He  would 
make  further  inquiry  into  the  matter,  and  would 
furnish  the  honourable  gentleman  with  full  in- 
formation if  he  would  call  at  his  office. 

Mr.  GUINNESS  might  suggest  that  the 
honourable  gentleman  should  postpone  an- 
swering questions  if  he  had  not  the  necessary 
information.  The  information  he  had  given 
was  all  wrong. 

Mr.  FISHEB  asked,  in  what  way? 

Mr.  GUmNESS  said  that  not  a  shilling  had 
been  paid.  The  Board  dared  not  pay  the  money 
out  of  loan,  for  if  they  did  it  would  be  sur- 
charged against  the  members  of  the  Board. 

Mr.  FISHEB  did  not  wish  to  speak  with 
great  particularity.  He  understood  that  £5,000 
of  the  purohase-money  had  been  paid,  and  that 
the  balance  was  standing  over. 

Mr.  MILLS  thought  the  explanation  given  by 
the  honourable  member  for  Greymouth  was 
slightly  misleading.  The  mere  fact  of  whether 
the  tug  had  been  paid  for  did  not  affect  the 
question. 

EDUCATION  BOARDS. 
_  Dr.  NEWMAN  asked  the  Minister  of  Educa- 
tion, If  he  intends  this  session  to  bring  in  a 
Bill  to  amalgamate  the  Education  Boards, 
with  the  object  of  reducing  the  cost  of  educa- 
tion in  the  colony?  Seeing  that  there  were 
such  frequent  means  of  communication  be- 
tween various  parts  of  the  colony,  it  seemed  to 
him  that  so  many  Boards  were  unnecessary, 
and  that  it  would  be  advisable  for  the  Minis- 
ter of  Education  to  introduce  a  Bill  to  amal- 
gamate the  smaller  districts. 

Mr.  FISHEB  replied  that  it  was  not  the  in- 
tention of  the  Government  to  introduce  such  a 
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Bill  this  session,  but  next  session  »  Bill  mi^ht 
be  introduced  to  effect  certain  reforms  which 
the  QoTemment  considered  advisable,  and  it 
woald  probably  contain  a  clause  going  in  this 
direction.  He  thought  the  Act  of  1882  went 
too  far  in  creating  so  many  education  districts, 
and,  if  amendments  were  made,  thatsoggested 
by  the  honourable  gentleman  would  probably 
be  one  of  them. 

PUBLIC  LIBRABIES. 
lit.  SMITH  asked  the  Government,  If  they 
will  place  a  sum  of  money  on  the  estimates  to 
be  used  for  the  purpose  of  granting  subsidies 
to  public  libraries?  He  had  received  several 
communications  asking  if  the  usual  subsidies 
were  to  be  granted,  and,  as  the  subsidies  had 
eonferred  great  advantage  on  the  smaller 
libraries,  he  hoped  that  a  vote  of  the  kind 
would  be  taken  this  year. 

Major  ATKINSON  was  sorry  to  say  that  the 
Government  did  not  propose,  this  year,  con- 
sidering the  present  state  of  the  revenue,  to 
§ut  a  vote  on  the  estimates  for  this  purpose, 
hey  thought  that  this  was  one  of  those  things 
for  which  the  people  might  put  their  hands 
into  their  pockets. 

TAX  ON  BONDHOLDBBS. 

Sir  G.  GBEY  asked  the  Government,  What 
is  the  contract  under  which  they  are  bound  not 
to  levy  any  tax  npon  holders  of  New  Zealand 
bonds  who  do  not  reside  in  the  colony,  or  who, 
residing  within  the  colony,  keep  their  bonds 
outside  the  colony,  whilst  those  bondholders 
who  reside  in  the  colony,  and  retain  their 
bonds  within  the  colony,  are  compelled  to  pay 
the  tax? 

Major  ATKINSON  said  the  honourable 
gentleman  appeared  to  be  under  some  mis- 
apprehension. There  was  no  such  contract 
afiecting  persons  holding  bonds,  whether  they 
resided  in  the  colony  or  out  of  the  colony.  The 
whole  difficulty,  so  far  as  he  understood  what 
the  honourable  gentleman  pointed  to,  was  this : 
If  a  person  held  bonds  the  principal  and  in- 
terest of  which  were  payable  at  the  Treasury 
or  at  the  Bank  of  New  Zealand  in  the  colony, 
they  would  be  liable  to  taxation  wherever  he 
lived.  If  a  person  held  bonds  the  principal 
and  interest  of  which  were  payable  in  London, 
and  if  he  resided  in  New  Zealand  or  in  Lon- 
don, he  would  not  be  taxable  for  that.  But 
if  a  person  resided  in  New  Zealand,  and  held 
bonds  in  New  Zealand  payable  in  New  Zea- 
land, he  was  liable  to  taxation.  The  whole 
difficulty,  as  he  understood  the  honourable 
gentleman's  request  for  explanation,  arose  from 
the  fact  that  in  one  case  the  colony  had  juris- 
diction over  the  money  after  it  had  been  paid, 
and  that  in  the  other  case  it  had  not.  It  the 
colony  made  a  payment  of  £5  interest  to  a 
bondholder  holding  a  £100-bond  payable  at  the 
Treasury  or  at  the  Bank  of  New  Zealand  in  the 
colony,  that  money  was  within  the  jurisdiction 
or  authority  of  the  colony,  and  therefore  the 
colony  could  demand  taxation  in  respect  of 
that  money.  But  with  regard  to  the  English 
bondholder  the  case  was  different.  The  colony 
Ifr.  Fisher 


had  made  an  undertaking  to  lodge  on  a  par- 
ticular date  a  particular  sum  of  money  in 
London  to  meet  the  demands  of  the  band- 
bolder,  and  when  it  had  so  lodged  this  money 
it  lost  all  power  over  it.  It  could  not  tax  it, 
therefore,  because  before  the  bargain  was  com- 
pleted the  jnoney.was  beyond  the  juriadiction 
of  the  colony.  That  was  the  difficulty.  The 
only  way  in  which  the  colony  could  get  at  the 
bondholders  would  be  by  reducing  the  interest 
which  the  colony  had  agreed  to  pay  them,  and, 
if  the  colony  did  that,  his  belief  was  that  the 
bondholders  could  proceed  against  the  colony 
in  the  English  Courts,  and  recover  whatever 
was  paid  short. 

Sir  G.  GBEY  said  that  really  was  not  an 
answer  to  his  question. 

Major  ATKINSON  said,  if  the  honourable 
gentleman  could  explain  in  what  way  it  was  no 
answer,  he  should  be  pleased  to  reply  further, 
if  he  could. 

Sir  G.  GREY  said  the  hononrable  gentleman 
had  not  explained  what'contract  compelled  the 
colony  to  pay  a  certain  amount  in  London. 

Major  ATKINSON  said  the  Loan  Acts  com- 
pelled the  colony  to  do  that.  The  Loan  Acts 
authorised  the  Government  to  borrow  money, 
and  authorisad  the  Governor  in  Council  to  fix 
the  place  at-  w^ich  the  principal  and  interest 
were  made  payable.  That  was  fixed  before  the 
loan  was  floated.  So  that  the  agreement  with 
the  lender  of  the  money  wag  that  the  principal 
and  interest  should  be  payable  in  London  »t 
some  particular  place.  Most  of  the  interest  was 
made  payable  at  the  Bank  of  New  Zaskland, 
some  at  the  offices  of  the  Crown  Agents.  It 
was  agreed  to  pay  that  money  at  those  places 
at  certain  times.  Usually  the  interest  was 
paid  half-ycMly,  at  a  fixed  rate,  according  to 
the  length  of  time  the  loan  had  to  run.  The 
agreement  was  to  have  the  money  there  to  pay 
the  interest  due.    That  was  the  contract. 

Sir  G.  GREY  submitted  that  that  was  not 
the  contract.     It  was  still  no  answer. 

Major  ATKINSON  would  be  glad  to  know 
what  the  honourable  gentleman  did  want. 

Sir  G.  GBEY  said  loons  were  raised  on  the 
security  of  the  taxes  paid  by  the  people — the 
Consolidated  Fund — and  the  agreement  was  to 
pay  a  certain  sum  to  be  remitted  to  England. 
The  money  was  taken  from  the  Consolidated 
Fund,  and  paid  to  the  Treasurer  to  be  remitted 
to  England,  and  the  moment  the  tdoney  was 
paid  into  the  Treasury  for  that  purpose  it 
was  property  within  the  colony,  which  waus 
taxable.  The  taxation  could  be  deducted  in 
the  colony  from  the  amount  paid ;  and  it 
ought  to  be  so  deducted.  It  was  what  oth^ 
States  which  owed  money  to  the  Finglish 
bondholder  now  did,  and  there  was  no  diffi- 
culty in  the  way.  It  was  done  ia  the  case  of 
loons  raised  by  foreign  nations  in  London  ex- 
actly OS  we  did  —  notions  that  poid  their  in- 
terest, in  London  exactly  as  we  did.  That  the 
bondholders  who  lived  outside  the  colony  shoold 
be  in  exactly  the  same  position  as  to  taxation 
as  those  who  lived  in  the  colony  was  a  perfectly 
fair  transaction.  The  only  thing  that  could  be 
considered  unfair  would  be  to  tax  people  who 
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held  the  bonds  oat  of  the  colony  and  not  to  tatx 
those  who  lived  in  the  colony  ;  but  to  teLX  those 
who  lived  in  the  colony  and  not  those  who  lived 
oat  of  the  colony  vras  equally  unfair.  What 
he  proposed  vas  quite  fair  and  proper,  and 
he  believed  that  if  the  honourable  gentleman 
would  take  the  opinion  of  the  Law  Officers  of 
the  Grown  on  this  subject  he  would  find  that 
he  had  been  acting  unlawfully  for  a  long  period 
of  time,  and  that  the  people  of  this  colony  had 
paid  taxes  in  excess  of  what  they  ought  to  have 
|>aid,  inasmuch  as  it  was  the  bounden  duty  of 
the  Government  to  have  deducted  the  taxation 
frata  the  money  paid  to  all  bondholders. 

Major  ATKINSON  said  that  the  honourable 
gentleman  was  clearly  under  a  misapprehension 
of  a  grave  nature.  The  money  was  not  paid 
over  to  anybody  in  the  colony  except  to  be  re- 
mitted to  the  Agents  of  the  Government  in 
liOndon.  It  was  the  colony's  money  while  it 
was  going  Home,  and  if  it  were  lost  the  colony 
I  would  have  to  send  Home  fresh  money  to  take 
its  place.  Of  course,  if  the  money  was  paid 
away  in  the  colony,  as  the  honourable  gentle- 
man seemed  to  think,  then  clearly  the  Govern- 
ment would  have  a  right  to  tax  it.  But  it  was 
not.  It  remained  the  money  of  the  colony 
while  it  was  going  Home,  and  ontQ  the  person 
to  whom  it  was  due  went  to  the  offices  to 
draw  it. 

Mr.  GUINNESS.— Who  pays  exchange  7 

Major  ATKINSON  said  the  colony  did.  And 
when  the  money  arrived  in  London  the  colony 
lost  its  power  over  it  for  taxation  purposes. 
The  bondholder  went  to  the  office  and  said, 
"  Here  is  your  Order  in  Council  in  which  you 
■ay  that  on  production  of  my  coupon  you  will 
pay  me  £5.  Here  is  the  coupon.  Pay  me  my 
money."  It  was  of  no  use  for  the  colony  to 
say  that  there  was  so  much  taxation  to  pay. 
There  could  be  no  reduction.  The  honourable 
gentleman  had  asserted  many  times  that  this 
was  the  custom  of  other  countries ;  but  he 
Olajor  Atkinson)  knew  of  no  country  in  which 
it  was  the  custom,  and  he  should  be  very  happy 
if  the  honourable  gentleman  could  show  him 
any  without  at  the  same  time  also  showing 
that  the  loans  had  been  issued  subject  to 
taxation.  It  was  possible  that  loans  had  been 
issued  subject  to  taxation,  but,  if  so,  that 
was  not  a  case  in  point.  He  did  not  think 
that  the  honourable  gentleman  could  sho^  a 
•ase  in  which  loans  had  been  issued  nnac- 
eompanied  with  that  condition  and  that  then 
they  had  been  made  subject  to  taxation.  It 
meant  paying  less  than  had  been  agreed  to 
be  paid.  Turkey  had  done  that,  he  was  aware, 
ana  the  practice  was  known  as  repudiation. 
Turkey  did  not  pay  any  interest  sometimes,  and 
at  other  times  only  2  per  cent.,  when  i  per 
cent,  was  agreed  to  be  paid.  Spain  had  tJso 
done  something  of  the  same  sort,  and  so  had 
Pennsylvania  and  some  of  the  other  States,  and 
the  House  knew  what  trouble  there  bad  been  in 
consequence.  With  us,  however,  the  question 
was,  whether  we  could  levy  a  tax  upon  the  in- 
terest we  paid,  and,  as  the  money  hod  to  be 
paid  in  a  country  to  which  the  colony's  juris- 


diction in  the  matter  of  taxation  did  not  ex- 
tend, we  oould  not  do  it. 

Sir  G.  GREY  wished  to  point  out  that  Aus- 
tria had  done  it. 

Major  ATKINSON  said  that  Austria  had 
tried  to  do  it,  but  gave  the  attempt  up. 

Sir  G.  GBEY  said  that  Austria  had  done  it, 
and  still  did  it.  Italy  had  done  it,  and  still 
did  it.  BuBsia  hod  done  it,  and  still  did  it. 
He  hoped  the '  honourable  gentleman  would 
take  a  legal  opinion  on  the  subject.  If  he  did 
he  would  find  that  he  needed  an  Act  of  indem- 
nity to  justify  him  in  what  he  was  doing. 

Major  ATKINSON.— I  will,  Sir,  take  a  legal 
opinion. 

Mr.  FISH. — Will  the  honourable  gentleman 
supply  it  to  the  House  7 

Major  ATKINSON.— Certainly  not. 

NATIVE  LANDS. 
Mr.  LAWBY  asked  the  Native  Minister,- ri.) 
If  the  Government  will  use  every  effort  this 
session  to  complete  the  titles  of  those  persons 
who  have  legitimate  claims  to  Native  lands  7 
(2.)  Are  the  Government  aware  that,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  present  insecurity  of  those  per- 
sons whose  claims  to  Native  lands  are  believed 
to  be  indisputable,  settlement  of  such  land  is 
retarded,  and  also  that  those  who  have  large 
sums  of  money  available  for  the  purpose  of 
improving  those  lands  are  afraid  to  use  such 
money  for  the  purpose  indicated  7  In  asking 
this  important  question,  he  desired  briefly  to 
say  that  he  had  not  consulted  the  Government 
or  any  individual  in  the  matter,  but  had 
brought  the  question  before  the  House  entirely 
on  his  own  responsibility.  Perhaps  in  so  doing 
he  had  acted  somewhat  indiscreetly,  but  be 
thought  the  question  was  of  sufficient  impor- 
tance to  commend  itself  to  the  earnest  con- 
sideration of  the  Government  and  of  the  House, 
and  he  hoped  the  Government  would  deal  with 
it  upon  its  merits.  He  desired  further  to  say 
that  for  a  number  of  years  he  had  been  looked 
upon  in  the  North  Island  as  on  invincible 
opponent  of  land-monopoly.  He  had  declared 
that  the  Government  of  the  day  had  made 
a  great  mistake  when  they  withdrew  their 
pre-emptive  right  to  purchase  Native  lands; 
but,  when  they  had  done  so  and  allowed  pri- 
vate individuals  to  purchase  Native  lands,  he 
thought  it  became  the  duty  of  the  Govem- 
ifl6nt  to  ratify  every  purchase  made  under 
the  altered  law.  In  the  interests  of  settle- 
ment, and  in  the  interests  of  the  Government, 
he  hoped  to  receive  a  favourable  reply  to  the 
question.  He  might  state  that  he  had  had 
some  communications,  since  the  notice  had  been 
placed  on  the  Order  Paper,  with  honourable 
members  who  were  more  directly  interested  in 
the  question  than  he  was,  —  the  honourable 
members  for  New  Plymouth  and  Taranoki,  and 
some  others, — and  they  agreed  that  it  was  the 
imperative  duty  of  the  Government  to  deal  with 
this  matter  promptly  and  eSectually,  and  to 
endeavour  to  render  to  persons  who  had  in- 
vested large  sums  in  Native  lands  such  assist- 
ance that  they  could  pcooeed  with  oonfidenoe 
in  placing  settlement  on  these  lands. 
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Major  ATKINSON  replied  that  the  Oovetn- 
ment  proposed  to  bring  down  a  Bill  to  get  over 
the  difficulty  that  the  decision  of  the  Supreme 
Court  had  made  with  regard  to  the  Native 
Lands  Administration  Act  of  last  session,  and 
he  hoped  this  would  enable  purchasers  to  com- 
plete their  titles.  With  regard  to  the  second 
question,  he  might  say  at  once,  generally,  that 
tne  Government  would  do  what  it  could,  bat  if 
the  titles  were  indisputable  there  would  be  no 
necessity  whatever  to  interfere.  The  whole 
difficulty  arose  from  the  fact  that  the  titles 
were  being  disputed,  and  very  effectually  dis- 
puted. However,  generally  the  Government 
had  entire  sympathy  with  the  spirit  of  the 
question,  and  intended  to  do  what  they  could 
during  the  present  session  to  give  effect  to  it. 

SOUTH  ISLAND  NATIVE  LAND  PUB- 
CHASES. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  PA  RAT  A,  it  was 
ordered,  That  there  be  laid  before  the  House 
the  report  of  Mr.  Commissioner  Mackay  upon 
the  South  Island  Native  land  purchases. 

TONGARIBO  NATIONAL  PARK. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  GRAHAM,  it  was 
ordered.  That  there  be  laid  before  the  House 
a  return,  with  tracing  attached,  showing  the 
acreage  now  owned  by  Government,  as  freehold 
or  otherwise,  in  Tongariro  National  Park ; 
what  it  has  cost  from  first  to  last ;  and  if  there 
be  any  conditions,  and,  if  so,  what,  atta/ihed  to 
the  land  now  said  to  belong  to  the  Govern- 
ment. 

ADMINISTRATION  BILL. 

Mr.  HISLOP,  in  moving  the  second  reading 
of  this  Bill,  said  the  object  of  the  Bill  was  two- 
fold. The  2nd  section  dealt  with  a  matter 
which  had  been  brought  before  Parliament  on 
account  of  a  case  heard  in  Christchnrch.  The 
executor  or  administrator  of  an  estate  had,  up 
to  the  present  time,  a  right  of  priority  over 
other  creditors  to  retain  money  which  might 
come  into  his  hands  in  liquidation  of  a  debt 
due  to  him.  Ho  believed  it  was  intended  by 
the  last  Administration  Act  to  do  away  with 
this  right;  but  it  had  been  held,  in  the  case 
referred  to,  that  that  right  still  existed.  He 
thought  this  amendment  of  the  law  would 
probably  recommend  itself  to  the  House,  and 
therefore  he  did  not  intend  to  say  anything 
further  on  that  part  of  the  Bill.  The  other 
part  of  the  Bill  introduced  somewhat  of  an 
innovation  in  regard  to  the  principle  and 
practice  of  the  Courts  with  respect  to  the 
administration  of  estates.  He  had  to  admit, 
in  bringing  forward  this  Bill,  that  there  had 
scarcely  been  time  for  full  consideration  of  the 
subject,  and  he  hod  not  been  able  to  introduce 
a  complete  system  of  practice  with  regard  to  the 
matters  dealt  with.  Full  powers  had  therefore 
been  taken  under  the  liith  clause  to  farther  pro- 
vide the  system  it  was  intended  to  inaugurate, 
by  means  of  the  Governor  in  Council  making 
rules.  At  the  present  time,  if  an  estate  was 
not  sufficient  to  pay  twenty  shillings  in  the 
pound  it  was  necessary  for  the  creditors  to  in- 
•titnte  an  administration  suit,  and  that  was 


■o  ezpenuTe  »  prooess  that  it  was  almoat 
useless  to  revert  to  it  unless  the  estate  was  of 
considerable  size.  Under  this  Bill  it  was  pto- 
posed  to  give  power  to  the  executor  or  adminis- 
trator to  file  a  declaration  in  the  Court,  stating 
he  was  unable  to  })ay  the  creditors  twenty 
shillings  in  the  pound.  A  right  was  also  given 
to  any  creditor  in  such  case  to  petition  to  hav* 
the  estate  administered  under  the  bankruptcy 
rules,  and  for  this  purpose  to  have  an  order  mads 
under  the  Bill.    If  either  of  these  courses  wera 

Sursued,  the  Court  had  power  to  grant  an  order 
eclaring  that  the  estate  should  be  adminis- 
tered by  the  executor  or  administrator  as  if  the 
matter  were  in  bankruptcy.  The  estate  was 
then  to  be  sold  and  distributed  according  to 
the  rules  in  bankruptoy.  The  same  prion- 
ties  as  were  given  under  the  Bankriiptey 
Act  would  hold,  and  the  estate  would  finally 
be  distributed  under  rules  to  be  made  by 
the  Governor  in  Council.  There  were  two 
matters  in  which  the  Bill  was  at  present  de- 
ficient, and  in  Committee  he  would  amend 
it.  He  thought  that  power  should  be  given 
to  remove  the  proceedings  from  one  Court  to 
another,  and  also  that  there  should  be  power 
to  appoint  new  trustees  instead  of  the  executoc 
and  administrator,  if  necessary.  With  these 
alterations  he  thought  the  Bill  would  be  very 
workable,  and  would  be  a  great  improvemei^ 
on  the  system  at  present  in  vogue.  At  the  same 
time  he  admitted,  as  he  had  said  before,  that  it 
was  an  innovation,  inasmuch  as  it  converted 
the  proceedings  under  the  probate  law  into 
proceedings  under  the  bankruptoy  law ;  but,  em 
the  proceedings  in  probate  and  ui  bankruptcy 
were  administered  by  the  same  Judge,  he  did 
not  think  that  was  an  objection  which  should 
have  much  weight  with  the  House.  The 
House  might  not  be  aware  that  somewhat 
similar  provisions  with  regard  to  actions  by 
creditors  were  in  the  Act  at  Home,  except  thai 
the  Conunissioner  in  Bankruptcy  administered 
the  estate.  There  were  many  cases  where  it 
would  be  presumed  that  the  administration  of 
the  estate  should  be  left  in  the  hands  of  the 
executor  or  administrator,  who  were  presumed 
to  have  the  greatest  interest  in  administer- 
ing it  well,  and  therefore  it  would  be  naore 
advantageous  that  the  executor  or  adminis- 
trator should  administer  it  than  the  Official 
Assignee  in  Bankruptoy.  With  the  amend- 
ment he  proposed,  it  would  rest  with  the  Court, 
on  proper  affidavits  being  filed,  to  say  vrith 
whom  the  administration  should  rest.  He 
would  not  pursue  the  subject  further ;  but,  if 
any  great  objections  were  made  which  could 
not  be  overcome,  he  would  be  willing  to  let 
the  matter  stand  over  till  next  session,  when 
it  could  receive  more  consideration  by  the  Baz 
generally.  He  would,  however,  ask  the  House 
to  pass  the  2nd  section. 

Mr.  SAMUEL  agreed  with  the  Colonial 
Secretary  that  this  was  a  very  important  mea- 
sure, and  that  it  did  introduce  an  innovation 
in  practice.  He  agreed  also  that  section  2  was 
very  necessary;  but  he  would  point  out  that,  as 
it  was  at  present  framed,  it  would  have  retro- 
spective action.    It  should  be  mode  to  apply 
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only  to  estates  of  persons  who  died  after  the  Act 
oame  into  force,  and  he  would  therefore  pro- 
pose in  CSomzaittee  an  amendment  to  that  eneot. 
with  regard  to  the  rest  of  the  Bill,  ho  confessed 
tiiat,  at  first  sight,  he  was  rather  disappointed 
to  find  that  it  did  not  follow  the  lines  of  the 
English  Act,  which  really  made  the  law  of 
bankraptcy  apply  to  estates  of  deceased  persons 
pioTed  to  be  insolvent;  bat,  on  further  con- 
sideiation,  it  appeared  to  him  that  there  might 
be  |[ood  reasons  for  not  sbdopting  those  lines, 
seemg  that  the  bankruptcy  law  dealt  necessarily 
with  honest  and  dishonest  bankrupts,  and  im- 
posed penalties  on  conduct  not  in  accordance 
with  proper  commercial  rules.  Therefore  the 
nrovisions  with  regard  to  bankruptcy  might  per- 
haps not  properly  apply  in  the  case  af  a  person 
who  died  before  the  administration  of  his  estate 
took  place.  Moreover,  a  great  deal  might  be 
■aid  in  respect  to  the  very  cumbrous  machinery 
necessary  in  the  oase  of  administration  in  bank- 
mptcy  by  the  OfBcial  Assignee  of  the  estate  of  a 
person  who  had  died  under  those  circumstances. 
Again,  as  pointed  out,  it  was  very  desirable  that 
the  person  nominated  by  the  testator  should  be 
admmistrator,  and  not  the  Official  Assignee. 
The  clauses  in  the  Bill,  with  the  exception  of 
the  2nd,  seemed  to  him  to  be  rather  involved, 
and  would  require  some  amplification  in  Com- 
mittee.  For  instance,  the  6th  section  stated, — 

"Any  creditor  or  creditors  of  a  deceased 
debtor,  whose  debt  or  debts  would  have  been 
tofficiont  to  support  a  bankruptcy  petition 
•gsiDst  such  debtor  had  he  been  alive,  may, 
at  the  prescribed  time  and  in  the  prescribed 
form,  present  to  the  Court  a  petition  praying 
for  an  order  for  the  administration  of  the  estate 
of  the  deceased  debtor  according  to  the  law  of 
bankruptcy. " 

That  seemed  to  imply  that,  upon  the  order 
being  granted,  the  whole  of  the  law  of  bank- 
nptcy  would  apply  to  the  estate ;  and  other 
puts  of  the  Bill  appeared  to  bear  the  same  in- 
terpretation, as,  for  example,  clause  12,  which 
said,— 

^ "  Every  Conrt  shall  have  all  such  jurisdic- 
tion and  authority  as  may  be  necessary  to  give 
effect  to  this  Act  and  any  rules  made  there- 
under, and  shall  have  full  power  to  decide  all 
questions  of  priorities,  and  all  other  questions 
whatsoever,  whether  of  law  or  fact,  which  may 
arise  in  any  case  coming  within  the  cognisance 
of  the  Court,  or  which  the  Court  may  deem  it 
expedient  or  necessary  to  decide  for  the  pur- 
pose of  doing  complete  justice  or  making  a 
complete  distribution  of  property  in  any  case 
coming  within  the  scope  of  this  Act ;  and  an 
appeal  shall  lie  from  the  order  or  decree  of  any 
such  Court  in  like  manner  as  the  same  would 
lis  from  any  order  or  decree  made  in  any  matter 
within  the  ordinary  jurisdiction  of  such  Court." 

Bat  he  gathered  from  the  Colonial  Secretary 
that  it  was  intended  only  to  apply  the  same 
mode  of  procedure,  and  not  to  deal  with  the 
estate  as  if  it  were  in  bankruptcy.  It  would 
therefore  be  desirable  that  clause  6  should  be 
amplified  so  as  to  show  exactly  the  number  of 
creditors,  and  the  value  of  the  debts  they  repre- 


sented, without  reference  to  the  Bankruptcy 
Act.  Also,  clauses  11  and  12  would  have  to  be 
altered  in  a  similar  manner  to  show  the  prin- 
ciple by  which  the  Court  should  be  guided  in 
exercising  the  powers  conferred  on  it  by  this 
Bill.  There  was  one  part  of  the  11th  section 
which  would  be  required  to  be  altered — ^namely, 
that  relating  to  the  distribution  of  the  surplus. 
If  there  was  a  will,  the  surplus  should  be  dis- 
tributed as  provided  by  the  will,  and  not 
as  specified  in  the  section.  Facilities  should 
be  given  to  carry  out  the  wishes  of  the  testa- 
tor, as  shown  by  his  will.  Subject  to  these 
remarks,  he  agreed  that  this  would  be  a  very 
useful  measure ;  and,  considering  the  difficulty 
of  the  question  with  which  it  dealt,  it  was 
sufficiently  dearly  expressed  to  be  a  valuable 
addition  to  the  Statute  Book. 

Mr.  IZABD  hoped  the  Colonial  Secretary 
would  press  this  measure  through  this  session, 
and  not  postpone  any  portion  of  it.  There 
were  two  special  cases  in  which  amendment  in 
the  present  law  was  to  be  made — namely,  the 
right  of  the  executor  to  retain  his  own  debt 
out  of  the  funds,  and  the  administration  of 
the  estate  in  a  cheaper  way.  The  right  which 
the  executor  had  under  the  present  law  to 
retain  the  funds  of  the  estate  was  a  great 
anomaly.  It  arose,  no  doubt,  under  the  old 
notion  that  the  executor  must  be  protected 
because  some  other  creditor  might  prove  his 
debt  against  the  estate,  and  might  gain  thereby 
some  priority  by  bis  diligence,  and,  getting 
judgment  against  the  estate,  by  that  means 
sweep  up  all  the  assets.  But,  inasmuch  as 
estates  were  administered  by  direction  of  the 
Supreme  Court,  the  reason  for  that  no  longer 
existed,  and  the  injustice  of  allowing  one  credi- 
tor, merely  because  he  was  appointed  executor, 
to  sweep  up  the  estate,  to  the  detriment  of  the 
other  creditors,  was  very  great.  Cases  had 
occurred  where  one  creditor,  through  being  ap- 
pointed executor,  had  been  able  to  appropriate 
the  whole  of  the  assets  to  himself  and  leave 
the  rest  of  the  creditors  in  the  cold  shade. 
Therefore  this  was  a  great  improvement.  The 
•ther  portions  of  the  Bill  proposed  to  deal  with 
the  administration  of  the  estates  of  persons 
who  died  insolvent,  and  provided  a  better  and 
cheaper  procedure  for  the  purpose.  At  the 
present  tmie  the  costly  process  pursued  in  the 
Supreme  Court  must  be  gone  through  before 
the  estate  could  be  administered.  This  Bill 
proposed  that  the  practical  result,  without  the 
formality  of  the  Supreme  Court  process,  should 
be  obtained  in  a  cheap  way.  There  was  a  point 
he  should  like  to  call  the  attention  of  the 
House  to  in  regard  to  this  part  of  the  BiU. 
He  thought  there  was  a  little  ambiguity  with 
regard  to  section  6.  He  could  not  quite  make 
out  what  was  intended  by  this  section,  which 
said, — 

"Any  creditor  oi  creditors  of  a  deceased 
debtor,  whose  debt  or  debts  would  have  been 
sufficient  to  support  a  bankruptcy  petition 
against  such  debtor  had  he  been  alive,  may,  at 
the  prescribed  time  and  in  the  prescribed  form, 
present  to  the  Court  a  petition  praying  for  an 
order  for  the  administration  of  the  estate  of  the 
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deceased  debtoz  according  to  the  law  of  bank- 
puptoy." 

Two  obserrations  arose  on  this  point.  First 
of  all,  he  saw  no  reason  why  it  should  be  limited 
to  persons  whose  debt  would  have  been  suffi- 
cient to  support  a  bankruptcy  petition.  He 
failed  to  see  any  just  reason  for  making  the 
distinction  here  set  up.  Another  point  he 
would  ask  the  Colonial  Secretary  to  consider 
was  OS  to  what  was  exactly  meant  by  saying  that 
the  estate  should  be  administered  accordmg  to 
the  law  of  bankruptcy.  Now,  there  was  a  dif- 
ference in  the  administration  as  to  the  assets. 
In  the  Court  of  Bankmptcy  the  Court  could 
go  into  questions  of  voluntary  settlements, 
preferential  payments,  and  matters  of  that 
sort.  Ordinarily,  in  the  administration  of  the 
Supreme  Court,  these  questions  were  not  gone 
into.  He  should  like  to  know  whether  there 
was  included  in  this  Bill  a  power  for  the  Judge 
to  whose  Court  the  case  might  be  attached  to 
go  into  questions  of  voluntary  settlements  and 
preferential  payments.  It  might  be  that  was 
the  case ;  but,  if  it  was,  it  should  be  ex- 
pressed in  plainer  and  clearer  language.  In 
oases  before  the  Court  of  Bankruptcy  these 
questions  were  gone  into,  evidence  was  taken, 
and  the  matters  were  decided  on  their  merits. 
If  they  were  to  have  this  amended  procedure, 
and  it  was  to  be  applied  under  this  measure, 
he  thought  it  only  right  that  it  should  be  clear 
what  the  Legislature  intended  should  be  done 
in  the  matter.  Under  subsection  (7)  of  clause 
18,  power  was  given  by  such  rules  to  adopt,  in 
whole  or  in  peirt,  the  practice  and  procedure  of 
the  Supremo  Court,  or  of  any  Superior  Court  of 
Bankruptcy,  whether  given  under  statute  or 
rules,  for  all  or  any  of  the  purposes  of  this  Act. 
But  he  thought  the  Colonial  Secretary  would 
agree  with  him  that  mere  reference  to  the  pro- 
oedare  of  the  Supreme  Court  was  not  sufficient 
to  give  the  Supreme  Court  jurisdiction  in  the 
case  he  had  mentioned.  He  should  support 
the  Bill  with  very  great  pleasure,  and  hoped 
the  Qovemment  would  press  it  on,  and  not  be 
satisfied  with  merely  reading  it  a  second  time, 
but  would  bring  it  to  a  successful  issue  during 
the  present  session. 

Mr.  W.  D.  STEWART  said  they  were  now 
considering  a  revised  edition  of  the  Adminis- 
tration Bill.  He  did  not  exactly  know  what 
the  first  revision  was  like,  but  the  second 
edition  required  considerable  improvement. 
The  Colonial  Secretary  had  stated  that  this 
was  an  innovation.  He  (Mr.  Stewart)  did  not 
object  to  an  innovation  so  long  as  it  was 
an  improvement ;  but  there  were  objections 
to  this  Bill,  which  tended  to  confuse  the 
present  state  of  things.  The  general  pur- 
port of  this  Bill  was  of  a  very  desirable  charac- 
ter ;  but  it  was  one  of  those  hand-to-mouth 
pieces  of  legislation  which  did  a  great  deal  of 
mischief  unless  very  carefully  guarded.  For 
example,  there  was  one  very  important  branch 
of  the  law  relating  to  the  administration  of 
estates,  which  was  the  right  of  preference 
that  the  executor  had — the  right  of  paying  one 
creditor  in  preference  to  another.  That  was  a 
power  which  was  more  frequently  abused  than 
Hr.  Itard 


the  right  of  retainer.  At  present  an  executor 
could  not  only  retain  to  meet  his  own  claim, 
but  if  he  hod  a  thousand  pounds'  worth  of 
assets,  and  there  were  creditors  to  the  amount 
of  £1,500,  he  could  select  any  two  of  the  credi- 
tors and  pay  the  £1,000  among  them,  leaving 
the  third  to  go  unpaid.  He  thought  that  was  a 
state  of  the  law  that  required  more  pressisgly 
on  amendment  than  did  the  right  of  retainer 
by  an  executor.  These  were  questions  which 
had  received  consideration  in  England  doting 
the  last  quarter  of  a  century  to  a  veiy 
large  extent ;  and  he  should  have  liked  the 
House  to  be  able  to  devote  itself  to  the  con- 
solidation of  those  important  alterations  that 
hod  been  made  in  the  English  law  during  the 
last  quarter  of  a  century  and  were  not  in  force 
in  this  colony.  Here  they  were  adopting  the 
improvements  mode  at  Home  piecemeal.  Ha 
should  like  to  see  a  comprehensive  and  well- 
considered  measure  carried  which  would  place 
them  on  the  same  level  as  the  English  Courts 
were  on.  He  found  also  that  in  the  State  of 
New  York  certain  modifications  had  been 
made  of  the  common-law  of  England  whioh 
were  of  a  somewhat  important  character,  and 
he  ventured  to  say  that  this  House  would  ulti- 
mately adopt  these  modifications  to  a  partial 
extent.  This  question  did  not  arise  on  the  pre- 
sent Bill,  but  he  referred  to  them  as  indicating 
the  necessity  for  an  exhaustive  and  comprehen- 
sive measure  on  this  important  and  very  delicate 
branch  of  the  law.  The  large  question  which 
arose  under  section  2  of  this  Bill  was  this :  It 
said  that  an  executor  should  not  have  the  right 
of  retainer.  Was  it  intended  that  the  executor 
of  an  executor  should  be  deprived  of  his  right 
of  retainer?  He  had  a  right  of  retainer  equal 
to  that  of  the  executor.  He  thought  the  Colo- 
nial Secretary  should  direct  his  attention  to 
that  other  suggestion  he  (Mr.  Stewart)  had 
mode  as  to  depriving  an  executor  of  the  power 
of  preferring  one  creditor  to  another.  He  might 
do  this  before  he  was  made  a  bankrupt,  ajid 
do  it  quite  legally.  The  other  questions  which 
might  receive  consideration  were,  whether  the 
period  which  an  executor  had  to  distribute 
assets  should  not  be  limited  in  some  way.  There 
was  no  doubt  whatever  that  in  many  instances 
it  was  quite  unnecessary.  If  he  distributed  the 
assets  before  that  time  ho  ran  certain  risks. 
The  other  question  w&s,  whether  section  2  was 
to  apply  to  on  executor  de  son  tort,  an  executor 
of  his  own  wrong,  because  such  an  executor  did 
incur  liabilities  which  he  might  get  rid  of  by 
this  Act.  The  Colonial  Secretary  said  he  did 
not  think  so.  He  (Mr.  Stewart)  did  not  know 
that  that  settled  the  question.  An  executor 
of  that  sort  had  no  right  of  retainer,  but  had 
certain  liabilities  which  an  ordinary  executor 
had  not,  by  intermeddling  unnecessarily  with  an 
estate  before  he  was  constituted  executor.  It 
would  be  advisable  to  know  what  the  position 
of  such  a  person  was  under  this  Bill.  Coming 
to  the  second  branch  of  the  Bill,  namely,  the 
administration  of  estates  as  in  bankruptoy,  the 
first  point  he  should  hke  to  direct  attention  to 
was  this :  that  it  was  a  very  vicious  thing  to 
legislate  by  rules.     He   submitted   that   the 
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proper  oourso  was  to  incorporate  in  the  Acta 
all  the  substantive  provisions  of  any  proposed 
alterations  of  the  law.  He  quite  agreed  that 
such  rules  were  necessary ;  but  a  great  many 
things  which  were  proposed  to  be  done  by  rules 
ought  to  be  done  by  the  Act  itself.  He  had 
protested  against  legislation  by  rules  framed  by 
the  Governor  in  Council.  They  were  in  many 
instances  framed  without  proper  consideration, 
and  produced  confusion  and  litigation.  He 
thought  it  better  that  they  should  be  incorpo- 
rated in  detail  in  the  Act.  The  other  considera- 
tion in  the  second  branch  of  the  Bill  was  this  : 
Ww  the  executor  to  administer  an  estate  in 
iMmlmiptoy,  or  was  it  to  be  administered  by  order 
o^the  Assignee  in  Bankruptcy?  He  thought 
that  very  important.  The  Colonial  Secretary 
stated  that  he  did  not  consider  it  a  matter  of 
veiy  great  importance,  seeing  that  one  Court 
had  jurisdiction  in  both  instances.  That  was 
not  so.  Unfortunately,  the  House  made  the 
mistake  in  1883 — and  he  knew  he  was  supported 
by  the  opinion  of  one  of  the  Judges — to  con- 
stitute a  Superior  Court  in  Bankruptcy.  The 
mischief  of  that  was  that  that  Court,  being  the 
creation  of  a  statute,  had  none  of  those  com- 
mon-law privileges  and  rights  which  ordinarily 
a  common-law  Court  had,  and  which  were  given 
it  by  the  Act  here.  Therefore  he  thought  it  was 
important  that  the  Bankruptcy  Court  should  be 
no^  a  Supreme  Court,  but  a  distinct  and  sep&- 
rate  Court  exercising  independent  jurisdiction. 
They  knew  that  a  Bankruptcy  Court  might  be 

S resided  over  by  a  District  Judge  as  well  as  a 
npreme  Court  Judge.  He  thought  the  Colo- 
nial Secretary  ought  to  direct  his  attention  to 
the  probable  confusion  that  would  arise  through 
the  conflict  of  jurisdiction  between  the  Su- 
preme Court,  which  dealt  with  questions 
of  probate,  and  a  Bankruptcy  Court,  which 
dealt  with  questions  of  pure  bankruptcy.  He 
thought  also  it  was  very  desirable  that,  in- 
stead of  an  insolvent  estate  being  administered 
by  the  executor,  it  should  be  administered 
vj  the  Official  Assignee  in  Bankruptcy.  The 
honourable  gentleman  had  told  them  he  would 
introduce  a  clause  giving  the  Judge  power  to 
order  that  a  bankrupt  estate  of  a  deceased 
person  should  be  administered  by  the  Official 
Assignee.  He  thought  that  was  desirable,  be- 
cause, if  an  executor  was  able  to  show  that  the 
estate  was  hopelessly  insolvent,  it  would  be 
my_  unfair  to  cast  on  him  the  burden  of  ad- 
ministering it  in  bankruptcy  under  a  law  with 
which  he  would  not  be  familiar ;  as  it  was 
to  be  hoped  executors  would  not  be  persons 
hmiliar  with  the  bankruptcy  law.  The  Official 
Assignee  was  intimately  acquainted  with  every 
point  of  that  law  and  its  administration,  and 
Would  therefore  be  able  to  avoid  the  pitfalls 
which  a  private  person,  even  with  the  assist- 
ance of  a  solicitor,  would  not  be  always  able 
to  escape.  Now,  he  thought,  further,  that  an 
executor  should  have  the  right,  as  soon  as  an 
order  in  bankruptcy  was  made,  to  retire  from 
the  estate  altogether  and  get  relieved.  It 
■honld  not  be  at  the  option  of  the  Court  to 
nUere  him  or  not ;  but,  when  insolvency  had 
bsen  declared,  he  should  bo  free  to  retire  on 


his  own  motion,  and  allow  the  estate  to  be 
administered  by  the  Official  Assignee.  That 
provision  should  be  made  clear.  All  provisions 
relating  to  the  administration  of  the  insolvent 
estates  of  deceased  persons  could  more  properly 
be  included  with  the  Bankruptcy  Act  as  in 
England.  Why  such  provisions  should  be  in< 
oorporated  in  the  Administration  Act  did  not 
seem  clear.  He  thought  the  bankruptcy  law, 
and  all  provisions  relating  to  insolvency,  should 
be  kept  quite  distinct  from,  other  statutes. 
There  was  also  this  point,  which  was  worthy 
of  consideration :  If  an  executor  filed  a  decla- 
ration, qu&  executor,  that  an  estate  was  in- 
solvent, it  might  cause  some  misconception, 
and  in  the  newspapers  it  would  probably  be 
merely  stated  that  Mr.  So-and-so  had  filed  a 
declaration  of  insolvency ;  and  many  persona 
would  not  understand  that  he  had  done  so 
in  his  representative  or  fiduciary]  capacity,  but 
would  think  it  was  a  case  of  his  own  personal 
insolvency.  He  doubted  very  much  the  ex- 
pediency of  calling  such  declarations  filing  at 
all.  He  thought  it  would  be  much  better  done 
simply  by  a  petition  setting  forth  the  grounds 
on  which  the  intervention  of  the  Court  was 
asked,  and  the  Judge  should,  on  that  statement 
of  facts,  decide  whether  the  estate  should  be 
administered  in  bankruptcy  or  not.  A  simple 
petition,  followed  by  an  order  declaring  the 
estate  to  be  bankrupt,  and  that  it  should  be 
wound  up  as  such,  would  be  all  that  would  be 
required.  He  did  not  know  whether  it  was  in- 
tended in  the  second  branch  of  this  Bill  to  deal 
with  the  question  of  bills  of  sale  as  it  arose  in 
bankruptcy — that  was  to  say,  where  a  bill  of 
sale  had  been  given  for  proper  consideration  and 
so  forth.  And  there  was  also  the  question  of 
fraudulent  preference.  A  number  of  these  im- 
portant questions  were  constantly  arising  under 
the  Bankruptcy  Act — for  instance,  the  question 
of  the  landlord's  right  to  distrain  and  ma  right 
to  preferential  payment.  The  law  on  these 
points  should  be  made  so  emphatic  and  so  clear 
that  any  one  reading  the  Act  would  understand 
what  the  law  on  the  subject  was.  There  was, 
further,  the  question  of  the  SherifE  holding 
money  for  a  certain  time,  and  it  should  be  made 
clear  as  to  whether  that  was  to  apply  to  the 
estate  of  a  deceased  person  to  be  administered 
in  bankruptcy.  Another  matter  that  he  should 
like  to  refer  to  was  this :  It  was  often  found 
that  a  testator  hod  taken  leases  of  property 
involving  the  payment  of  rent  for  a  number  of 
years,  and  it  had  always  been  a  subject  of  diffi- 
culty how  to  get  rid  of  such  liabilities  in  order  to 
vrind  up  the  estate,  because  it  was  a  continuing 
liability.  In  the  English  Act  there  was  a  certain 
mode  provided  for  dealing  with  such  cases ;  but 
the  auojeot  was  more  complicated  in  New  Zea- 
land. It  seemed  to  be  undesirable  that  an  ex- 
ecutor should  be  unable  to  distribute  an  estate 
on  account  of  such  continuous  and  recurring 
liabilities  under  covenants  and  agreemenfai 
made  by  the  testator,  which,  of  course,  also 
bound  his  executors.  There  were  a  number 
of  other  questions  which  required  considera- 
tion, but,  as  the  honourable  gentleman  had 
very  properly  said,  it  would  be  impossible  to 


Digitized  by 


Google 


192 


AdministrvUoH  BiU. 


[HOUSE.]      AdministraUon  Bill.      [Nov.  30 


deal  wiQi  all  of  them  this  session.  To  show 
the  complicated  and  difficult  nature  of  these 
questions  he  might  mention  that  a  case  had 
recently  occurred  in  Bonedin  in  which  a  per- 
son died  a  bankrupt  who,  before  death,  had 
given  an  agreement  to  execute  a  bill  of  ssJe  over, 
practically,  all  the  available  assets,  and  it  was 
held  that  the  estate  could  not  be  made  bank- 
mpt ;  and  the  person  who  held  the  agreement 
got  paid  in  full,  while  the  other,  creditors  had 
not  yet  been  paid  in  full,  and  were  never  likely 
to  be.  That  was  a  case  which  bad  actually 
occurred,  and  for  that  reason  he  thought  it  was 
most  necessary  that  there  should  be  power  to 
administer  the  estates  of  deceased  persons  in 
bankruptcy.  The  concluding  words  of  clause 
11  were,  "  Such  surplus  shall  be  distributed 
under  tho  law  in  force  relating  to  the  dis- 
tribution of  the  assets  of  deceased  persons." 
It  seemed  to  him  that  that  would  put  every 
estate  in  the  position  of  an  intestate  estate, 
quite  irrespective  of  the  character  of  the  will. 
Now,  while  it  was  desirable  that  the  debts  of 
the  deceased  should  be  paid,  it  was  not  desir- 
able that  the  legatees  should  be  robbed ;  and 
he  thought  there  should  be  such  a  provision  as 
would'.insure  all  the  debts  and  legacies  being 
equally  paid  as  far  as  the  estate  would  go.  The 
question  was  an  extremely  important  and  very 
difficult  one,  and  he  could  quite  appreciate  the 
sense  of  responsibility  the  honourable  gentle- 
toan  felt  in  attempting  to  deal  with  subjects 
of  so  much  difficulty.  That  amendments  were 
required  in  the  present  law  all  who  knew  any- 
thing of  the  subject  could  not  but  readily  ad- 
mit, and  the  few  suggestions  he  had  made  had 
been  made  simply  with  a  view  of  making  this 
measure  somewhat  more  perfect  than  it  was 
now. 

Mr.  HI  SLOP  was  very  thankful  to  the 
honourable  member  for  Wellington  South  and 
Suburbs,  the  honourable  member  for  New  Ply- 
mouth, and  the  honourable  member  for  Dun- 
edin  West  for  the  suggestions  they  had  mode, 
which  hod  great  force  in  them,  and  he  was 
obliged  to  all  the  honourable  gentlemen  for  the 
spirit  in  which  they  had  made  their  suggestions. 
It  was  impossible,  of  course,  in  a  measure  of 
this  sort,  at  once  to  remove  all  the  difficulties 
which  had  arisen;  the  matter  required  to  be 
dealt  with  very  carefully  and  deliberately  to 
prevent  the  raising  of  greater  difficulties  than 
were  removed.  The  Bill  as  it  stood  was  a 
matter  of  evolution  ;  it  began  with  one  clause, 
as  honourable  members  Imew,  and  had  been 
gradually  developed  into  -  the  measure  as  it 
was  before  them.  With  regard  to  the  last 
point  touched  upon  by  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Dunedin  West, — the  construction  of  the 
last  words  of  clause  11, — although  he  was 
willing  to  alter  the  words  as  the  honourable 
gentleman  suggested,  he  did  not  admit  that 
the  present  words  would  have  the  e0ect  the 
honourable  gentleman  stated,  because  the  law 
OS  to  distribution  was  laid  dovm  in  clause  10 
of  the  Administration  Act  of  1879.  The  two  sec- 
tions would  be  read  together,  and  the  estate 
distributed  among  the  persons  to  whom  it  was 
left.  As  to  the  amendments  suggested  by  the 
Mr.  W.  D.  Stewart 


honourable  gentleman,  in  reference  to  leases 
and  so  on,  the  intention  of  the  Bill  was  cer- 
tainly that  fraudulent  preferences  should  be 
prevented  in  the  case  of  estates  being  adminis- 
tered in  bankruptcy  :  if  the  words  in  clause  10 
were  not  sufficiently  full,  he  would  have  the 
clause  redrafted,  with  a  view  to  giving  effect 
to  what  the  honourable  member  for  Dunedhi 
West  and  the  honourable  member  for  Wel- 
lington South  and  Suburbs  hod  indicated.  He 
need  not  say  more,  and  trusted  the  Bill  would 
now  be  read  a  second  time. 
Bill  read  a  second  time. 

PAELIAMENTAKY  HONORARIUM  AND 
PRIVILEGES   BILL. 

Major  ATKINSON.— The  object  of  this  BiU 
is  to  give  effect  to  what  I  believe  to  be  the 
genenJ  wish  of  the  country,  looking  at  the 
statements  of  honourable  gentlemen  who  have 
been  elected  to  this  House  ;  and  it  is  a  BiU 
which  will  require  very  little  explanation  from 
me.  But  I  may  point  out  that  the  general 
scope  pf  the  BiU  is  this  :  It  proposes  to  reduce 
the  honorarium  of  members  of  this  House  from 
two  hundred  guineas  to  £150,  and  this  amount 
is  divided  into  two  parts,  £50  for  general  ex- 
penses and  £100  for  the  particular  expense  of 
attending  the  sessions  of  the  House.  At  pre- 
sent honourable  members  ore  oUowed  a  hun- 
dred guineas  for  attending  a  second  session  in 
a  year,  and  under  this  BiU  it  is  proposed  that 
they  shall  receive  £100.  With  regard  to  tho 
Legislative  CouncU,  it  is  proposed  to  reduce  the 
honorarium  paid  to  members  of  that  body  from 
two  hundred  guineas  to  £100,  but  those  honour- 
able members  who  reside  within  three  mUes  of 
Parliament  House  are  to  receive  nothing ;  those 
who  reside  beyond  that  radius  are  to  receive 
£100  for  a  session,  and  £50  for  attendance  at  a 
second  session  in  the  same  year.  These  are 
the  main  provisions  of  the  Bill,  of  which  I  now 
move  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  FISH.  — I  shall  not  detain  the  House 
long  in  speaking  upon  this  BiU,  because  I  ex- 
pressed my  opinion  on  the  subject  during  the 
financial  debate.  I  am  extremely  sorry  that 
the  Government  have  thought  it  necessary  to 
bring  down  this  Bill,  because  I  think  it  is 
striking  a  blow  at  democracy,  from  which  it 
wiU  not  recover  for  a  considerable  length  of 
time.  When  we  consider  the  expenses  which 
honourable  members  are  put  to,  the  cost  of 
elections,  and  the  numberless  items  of  expense 
that  they  have  to  meet,  not  only  during  the 
session  but  also  during  the  recess,  I  think  that 
any  fair-minded  man  will  say  that  the  sum  at 
present  paid  is,  if  anything,  too  little — cer- 
tainly not  too  much  ;  and  I  think  it  must  also 
bo  admitted  that,  if  we  reduce  the  honorarium 
of  members  of  this  House  to  the  extent  here 
proposed,  the  result  will  be  that  the  legislation 
of  tile  country  wiU  be  restricted  to  the  wealthy 
men  of  the  country,  and  to  them  alone.  If  that 
is  a  desirable  thing,  this  BiU  is  a  step  in  the 
right  direction ;  but,  if  it  is  not,  then  this  Bill  is 
against  the  interests  of  the  people.  The  aim 
of  the  Government  seems  to  be  to  aboUsh  the 
payment  of  members  altogether,  because  this 
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Bill  simply  means  merely  leimbarsing  them, 
and  liaraly  that,  the  expenses  which  they  aie 
out  of  pocket.  I  believe  that  if  the  countiy 
were  polled  on  this  question  it  would  be  found 
that  the  people  generally  are  in  favour  of  pay- 
ment of  members ;  and  I  believe  also  that,  if  the 
finances  vrerein  a  better  condition,  the  amount 
now  paid  should  be  increased  to  £300  per  armmn, 
and  that  the  people  of  the  country  would,  in 
such  a  case,  uphold  our  decision  to  do  that.  I 
do  not  like  the  form  of  this  Bill  at  all.  I  am 
Boiprised  that  the  Premier  should  have  brought 
down  such  a  Bill,  but  I  have  no  doubt  he  has 
felt  impelled  to  do  so  owing  to  the  fact  that 
retrenchment  has  been  asked  for.  We  know 
that  he  has  dealt  with  the  question  of  Minis- 
terial salaries  in  a  somewhat  drastic  way ;  and 
upon  that  I  shall  have  something  to  say  on  a 
future  occasion,  going  in  the  same  direction  as 
I  am  going  in  connection  with  this  Bill.  Now, 
members  of  this  House  are  to  be  paid  £100, 
and  an  additional  £50  for  extra  expenses.  I 
do  not  like  that  at  all.  If  the  sum  of  £150  is 
thought  sufficient,  why  not  make  the  payment 
one  sum  of  £150?  And  if  £100  is  considered 
sufficient  honorarium  for  us,  I  think  that  the 
amonnt  proposed  to  be  paid  to  the  members  of 
the  Council  is  too  great  a  sum,  and  should  be 
reduced  to  £50.  If  it  is  to  be  a  mere  matter 
of  paying  expenses,  I  think  the  sum  to  be  paid 
to  the  Council  should  bo  reduced  to  £50,  be- 
cause theyare,  presumably,  men  of  wealth,  and 
have  no  election  expenses,  and  none  of  the 
other  expenses  that  members  of  this  House 
have  to  pay.  In  fact,  I  will  go  further  and 
say  that,  if  £150  is  considered  sufficient  for 
members  of  this  House,  then,  relatively,  the 
members  of  the  Legislative  Council  should 
receive  nothing,  for  neither  their  work  nor 
their  expenses  are  to  be  compared  with  ours. 
Sir,  I  feel  so  strongly  upon  this  matter  that 
I  shall  deem  it  my  duty,  in  the  interests 
of  democracy  and  the  people  themselves,  to 
oppose  this  Bill  at  every  stage  and  in  every 
form  that  I  can.  So  far  as  I  am  concerned,  I 
told  my  constituents  that  I  should  vote  for  the 
sum  paid  remaining  at  what  it  was  during  last 
Parliament ;  and  I  also  told  them  that,  if  the 
finances  of  the  country  were  in  a  better  condi- 
tion, I  should  decidedly  advocate  raising  the 
sum  to  be  paid  to  members  of  this  House  to 
£300;  and  I  did  not  find  at  any  of  my  meetings 
—and  I  represent  an  extremely  democratic  con- 
stituency— a  single  voice  dissentient  from  that. 
I  pointed  out  to  the  working-men  that,  if  they 
desired  to  have  men  representing  them  who 
were  somewhat  in  unison  with  their  feelings, 
and  had  sympathy  with  their  aspirations,  and 
had  also  the  ability  and  intelligence  to  repre- 
sent those  feelings  and  aspirations,  they  must 
pay  the  men  they  wished  to  represent  them.  I 
pointed  out  that,  if  they  did  not  do  that,  the 
representation  would  fall  almost  entirely  into 
the  hands  of  the  rich,  and,  as  a  necessary  conse- 
quence, the  legislation  of  the  country  would 
be  in  the  direction  of  favouring  the  rich,  and 
not  in  the  direction  of  caring  for  the  interests 
of  the  bulk  of  the  community.  To  that  there 
ms  one  nniversal  response  of  approval  of  the 
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sentiments  I  expressed.  Now,  I  have  to  say 
this,  further,  and  I  do  so  without  any  desire  to 
be  disrespectful  to  the  members  of  this  House: 
that  those  who  will  feel  compelled  to  vote 
for  this  Bill,  or  many  of  them,  will  do  so  be- 
cause in  their  election  contests  their  opponents 
played  this  particular  item  of  payment  of 
members  against  them,  and,  in  order  not  to  bo 
outdone,  they  felt  compelled  to  say  that  they 
would  vote  for  the  reduction  also.  I  am  suro 
that  in  a  majority  of  cases  that  will  be  the  real 
reason  why  honourable  members  will  vote  for 
this,  though  their  consciences  will  tell  them 
that  it  is  not  in  the  interests  of  their  consti- 
tuents that  this  Bill  should  be  passed.  It  may 
be  said,  and  no  doubt  will  be  said,  that  any  one 
who  advocates  the  retention  of  the  honorarium 
at  the  present  rate  does  so  simply  to  put  the 
money  in  his  pocket.  That  is  absolute  non- 
sense, and  will  not  aSect  me  or  any  man  who 
has  the  courage  of  his  convictions.  The  dif- 
ference in  the  amounts  is  a  mere  nothing,  and 
the  question  is  not  simply  a  question  of  to-day. 
Many  of  us  may  not  see  another  Parliament, 
and  we  are  advocating  a  liberal  payment  of 
members  in  the  interests  of  the  country  and  of 
those  who  may  succeed  us  in  the  representa- 
tion of  the  country.  Therefore  I  feel  sure  that, 
whatever  views  we  may  express,  we  shall  not 
be  chargeable  with  any  selfish  or  interested  or 
sordid  motives.  I  very  sincerely  hope  that  the 
House  will  not  carry  this  Bill.  It  is  not,  I  feel 
persuaded,  the  retrenchment  that  the  country 
wants.  No  doubt  the  country  may  be  desirous 
of  decreasing  the  number  of  members ;  but  I 
am  perfectly  certain  that,  wore  the  constitu- 
encies polled  to-morrow  upon  the  question  as 
to  whether  the  payment  should  be  £210  or 
£150,  the  response  would  be  in  favcir  of  the 
higher  sum.  Therefore  I  hope  that  those  who 
have  not  pledged  themselves  beyond  hope  of 
redemption  in  this  matter  will  vote  for  the 
amendment  which  I  have  now  to  move,  That 
this  Bill  be  read  a  second  time  this  day  six 
months. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN.  — I  do  not  propose  to 
take  up  any  time  in  speskking  to  this  mea- 
sure. The  honourable  member  who  has  just 
sat  down  has  told  the  House  that  when  be- 
fore his  constituents  he  expressed  himself  as 
opposed  to  a  reduction  of  tho  honorarium,  and 
that  there  was  nothing  but  commendation  of 
what  he  said  when  he  told  them  that  he 
should  uphold  the  payment  of  members  at  the 
rate  fixed  by  the  Act  now  in  force.  I  have 
simply  to  say  that  in  my  constituency  the 
very  reverse  was  the  case,  and  that  the  pro- 
posal to  reduce  the  members'  honorarium  was 
received  with  universal  approval  whenever  it 
was  advocated.  I  shall  give  my  vote  in  favour 
of  the  second  reading  of  the  Bill. 

Mr.  WALKER.— I  feel  some  difficulty  in 
discussing  this  question  to-nigbt,  because  I 
think  the  Premier  has  brought  it  before  us  in 
the  wrong  way.  In  the  first  place,  he  has  pro- 
posed to  alter  the  Representation  Bill ;  and  I 
think,  if  he  seriously  wished  this  matter  to  be 
discussed,  he  should  have  brought  that  Bill 
down  in  the  first  place,  because,  to  me,  the 
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most  important  question  in  the  whole  thing 
is  how  we  are  goinf!  to  reduoe  the  number  of 
members  in  this  House.  I  maintain  that  a 
redaction  in  the  number  of  members  would  be 
a  most  vicious  and  retrograde  step,  and  I 
should  oppose  it  at  every  stage  to  the  utmost 
of  my  ability.  If  this  House  consents  to  the 
lednotion  of  the  number  of  members  to  sixty 
or  seventy  or  seventy-five,  or  whatever  the 
honourable  member  proposes,  I,  for  one,  will 
not  consent  to  reduce  by  one  sixpence  the 
honorarium,  because  the  reduced  number  would 
effect  a  saving,  and  if  they  do  their  duty  they 
will  be  worth  the  present  honorarium  to  the 
country.  On  the  other  hand,  I  have  pledged 
myself  to  my  constituents  that,  under  the 
present  circomstances  of  the  country,  I  should, 
m  the  same  way  as  Ministers  have  sacrificed 
themselves  on  the  altar  of  their  country — in 
■pite  of  the  Act  which  gives  £210  per  annum 
to  members  —  be  content  that  25  per  cent, 
reduction  should  be  made  from  that  amount. 
Therefore  I  should  have  thought  it  better  if  tho 
honourable  member,  instead  of  altering  the 
whole  of  the  present  position,  had  brought 
down  a  suspensory  Act,  and  given  us  a  fair  op- 
portunity of  showing  the  country  that  we  were 
m  earnest  in  our  professions  of  economy,  and 
that  economy  should  be  exercised  from  the 
highest  to  the  lowest,  from  the  Legislative  and 
the  Executive  down  to  the  lower  stages  in  the 
social  scale.  Had  tho  honourable  member  done 
that,  I  should  have  had  no  difficulty  in  support- 
ing him ;  but,  in  the  present  position,  unless 
the  head  of  the  Government  will  first  bring 
down  his  Representation  Bill,  and  tell  us  what 
he  means  to  do  as  to  the  number  of  members, 
I  feel  absolutely  unable  to  say  what  I  shall  do 
in  this  matter. 

Major  ATKINSON.— I  will  relieve  the 
honourable  gentleman  at  once.  The  Govern- 
ment propose  to  bring  down  a  Bill — I  do  not 
know  whether  it  is  now  distributed — in  which 
the  number  of  members  will  be  reduced  to 
seventy,  including  Native  members. 

Mr.  WALKER.— That  is  satisfactory;  but 
will  he  also  give  a  pledge  to  carry  the  Repre- 
sentation Bill  through  first  ?  I  say  the  honour- 
able gentleman  is  putting  the  csrt  before  the 
horse.  He  ought  to  bring  down  his  Bill  and 
say  what  are  the  districts.  Is  he  going  to  re- 
duce the  power  of  the  democracy  in  both  ways  ? 
I  say  be  should  not  reduce  the  power  of  the 
democracy  by  putting  power  into  the  hands  of 
the  rich  by  enabling  only  rich  men  to  stand  for 
the  greatly  enlarged  constituencies.  That  is 
the  whole  point.  Reducing  the  number  of  mem- 
bers means  putting  the  power  into  the  hands 
of  the  rich.  That  is  wrong.  Where  do  we  find 
our  most  promising  members  of  Parliament  at 
the  present  time  ?  Why,  among  the  members 
of  the  Young  New  Zealand  party.  I  am  not 
afraid  of  the  laughter — I  say  that  is  so ;  and 
where  would  they  have  been  at  the  last  general 
elections  if  there  had  been  larger  districts? 

An  Hon.  Msubzb. — At  the  head  of  the  poll. 

Mr.  WALKER. — The  honourable  gentleman 
knows  a  good  deal,  but  I  think  he  claims  to 
know  too  much  sometimes.  I  am  positive  that 
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this  "  move"  in  the  direction  of  reducing  tiie 
number  of  members  is  entirely  in  the  direction 
of  preventing  young  men  coming  forward.  Tiie 
honourable  gentleman  has  got  his  triumph ;  I 
do  not  begrudge  it  to  him ;  but  I  venture  to  say 
that  if  his  constituency  had  been  increased 
only  one-third  we  should  not  have  had  the 
pleasure  of  his  company  here  this  session.  I 
opposed  the  Bill  that  was  carried  into  law  laat 
session,  and  did  everything  in  my  power  to  pre- 
vent  

Mr.  FULTON.— Is  the  honourable  gentle- 
man discussing  the  Payment  of  Members  Bill 
or  the  Representation  Bill  ? 

Mr.  WALKER.— If  the  honourable  gentle- 
man is  afraid  of  the  question  I  am  sorry  for 
him. 

Mr.  PULTON.— Wasting  time. 

Mr.  WALKER.— "Wastingtime,"  Sir!  What 
does  the  honourable  gentleman  mean?    He  is 
afraid  of  looking  at  it.     He  is  one  of  those 
honourable  gentlemen  who  acquire  popularity 
at  the  hustings  by  saying  they  do  not  want 
money  for  serving  Parliament.    I  wish  simply 
to  put  the  matter  straight  before  the  House 
and  before  ^he  people,  and  I  say  it  will  be  a 
bad  day  indeed  for  Now  Zealand  if  we  go  back 
from  the  principle  of  payment  of  mombers. 
That  is  the  whole  root  of  the  matter.    Under 
the  present  circumstances  I  am  prepared  to 
vote  for  a  fair  reduction ;  and  I  say  that  if  the 
Premier  had  been  honest  and  straight  in  this 
matter  he  would  have  been  content  to  say  to 
this    Parliament,    "  You    have    been   elected 
under  peculiar  circumstances,  elected  under 
pledges  of  strict  economy,  a,nd  you  may  do 
for  yourselves  what  you  like ;  you  may  sacri- 
fice your  honorarium ;  but  do  not  touch  the 
privileges  of  the  people,  do  not  touch  the  privi- 
leges of  the  future ;  let  the  Act  remain  on  the 
Statute  Book,  preserving   the   rights  of   the 
people ;   but,  as  for  ourselves,  who  have  been 
elected  just  now,  we  will  voluntarily  abandon 
2S  per  cent,  of  the  honorarium."    That  would 
have  been  a  patriotic  and  fair  thing  to  propose 
to  the  House;   but  for  the  Premier  to  bring 
down  a  Bill  proposing  to  alter  for  the  future 
this  which  is  tho  fundamental  basis  of   de- 
mocracy, I  say,  is  a  bad  and  a  mischievous 
thing,  and  I  cannot  vote  for  the  Bill  in  its 
present  form,  unless  the  Premier  will  give  an 
absolute  pledge  that  he  will  first  introdnce  and 
carry  his  Representation  Bill.    I  do  not  think 
he  will  get  this  House  to  consent  to  the  reduc- 
tion of  the  number  of  members,  and  I  sincerely 
hope  he  will  not,  because  that  is  just  as  much 
a  vicious  attack  on  the  principles  of  true  repre- 
sentation as  this.    If  he  does  carry  that  Bill,  I 
will  certainly  not  vote  for  the  reduction  of  the 
honorarium  ;  but  if  the  Bill  goes  through  with 
the  number  of  members  as  it  is  at  present,  I 
pledge  him  to  vote  for  his  present  proposal. 
That,   I  think,   is  a  fair  way  of  putting  the 
question,  and  that  is  looking  at  it  from  a  self- 
sacrificing  and  patriotic  point  of  view,  and  a 
view  which,  I  consider,  will  cany  out  to  the  full 
my  pledges  to  my  constituents  and  my  duty  to 
the  country. 

Mr.  SAMUEiL.— I  agree  with  almost  eveiy 
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void  that  has  fallen  from  the  honourable 
membei  for  Ashburton.  I  consider  that  the 
Bill  which  wo  have  been  told  by  the  Premier 
will  shoTtly  be  introduced  is  intimately  con- 
nected with  this  one  ;  and  I  have  been  put  into 
some  difficulty  by  the  announcement  he  has 
made.  I  am  one  of  those  who  hold  that  the 
present  honorarium  is  not  one  pound  too  much 
lor  the  services  which  are  rendered  by  mem- 
bers of  this  House,  and  I  do  believe  that  the 
country  generally  holds  the  same  opinion. 
But,  notwithstanding  that,  I  was  prepared  to 
vote  for  this  Bill  for  one  reason  and  for  one 
reason  alone,  and  that  is  that  we  have  proposed 
to  retrench  all  branches  of  the  Service,  and  I 
consider  that  we  ought  to  set  a  good  example 
ourselves.  That  is  the  only  reason  for  which  I 
am  prepared  to  vote  for  this  Bill.  But,  when 
it  is  proposed  to  cut  down  the  number  of 
meiabers  of  this  House  so  considerably,  the 
answer  at  once  is,  that  that  will  effect  the 
reduction  to  an  equal  amount  without  cut- 
itng  down  the  honorarium.  The  qi^cstion  then 
arises.  Which  is  the  more  detrimental  to  the 
ioterests  of  the  country  —  for  I  do  believe 
that  both  things  are  detrimental  —  which  is 
the  more  detrimental,  to  reduce  the  number 
of  members  or  to  reduce  the  honorarium? 
In  my  opinion,  it  is  less  detrimental  to 
reduce  the  honorarium  than  the  number  of 
members,  not  only  for  those  reasons  which 
have  been  so  well  stated  by  the  honourable 
member  for  Ashburton,  but  for  another  and, 
to  my  mind,  equally  forcible  one.  From  one 
end  of  the  colony  to  the  other  we  have  now 
increased  taxation  ;  we  have  the  certainty  of  a 
very  large  increase  in  the  local  taxation  in  the 
future ;  gradually  upon  local  bodies  throughout 
the  colony  greater  burdens  are  being  cast,  with 
the  view  of  relieving  the  General  Government 
&om  the  odium  cast  upon  it  by  the  necessity 
of  increasing  general  taxation ;  and  the  one 
solace  that  is  left  to  the  ratepayer  of  the 
«olony  is  that  he  sends  a  representative  here 
to  represent  his  wants  and  his  wishes ;  and 
that  will  be  in  many  instances  virtually  taken 
away  by  so  large  a  reduction  in  the  number 
of  members  as  is  proposed.  There  are  many 
parts  of  New  Zealand,  that  have  come  to 
look  upon  themselves  as  returning  a  member 
to  Parliament,  that  would  be  virtually  disfran- 
chised by  such  a  reduction ;  and  I  consider 
that  from  one  end  of  the  colony  to  the  other 
there  would  be  nothing  but  dissatisfaction,  and 
well-grounded  dissatisfaction,  if  the  numbers 
Were  so  largely  reduced.  I  have  no  e^ecta- 
tion  that  the  Government  will  be  able  to 
«any  the  Bill  reducing  the  nomber  of  mem- 
bers, otherwise  I  should  vote  against  this  Bill 
without  the  slightest  hesitation.  As  I  said 
before,  there  is  nothing  that  makes  me  vote 
for  the  Bill  but  a  sense  of  fairness,  that  we,  who 
cut  down  the  salaries,  in  so  many  cases,  of 
poorly-paid  clerks  and  labourers,  should  not  cut 
them  down  unless  we  are  prepared  to  act  in 
the  same  way  with  our  honorarium.  When  we 
cut  those  salaries  down  we  do  not  say  that 
they_  are  too  high  for  the  services  rendered : 
we  simply  say  that  ^e  colony  cannot  afford  to 


pay  so  high  a  rate  of  wages.  And  with  regard 
to  ourselves  we  should  say  the  same  thing— 
not  that  our  services  are  not  worth  the  amount 
we  receive,  but  that  the  colony  cannot  afford  to 
pay  us  BO  large  a  sum.  But  when  we  propose 
also  to  cut  down  the  number  of  representa- 
tives, that  becomes  not  a  sufficient  answer.  I 
hope  this  Bill  will  be  carried,  becoiuse  it  will 
to  some  extent  console  those  who  are  being 
reduced  almost  to  penury;  those  who  are  re- 
ceiving for  their  labour  in  many  cases  scarcely 
sufficient  to  support  themselves  and  their  fami- 
lies ;  and  I  look  upon  it  as  a  great  thing  that 
we  should  admit  at  once  that  we  are  prepared 
to  cut  down  our  own  remuneration  in  the  same 
way  as  we  cut  down  theirs.  But,  when  I  say 
that,  I  hope  that  when  the  other  Bill  comes 
before  the  House  it  will  meet  with  a  prompt 
dismissal.  I  a^gree  with  what  has  been  said 
about  changing  the  form  of  the  payment  of 
members.  It  is  now  proposed  to  give  £100, 
and  £50  additional  as  expenses.  I  cannot  see 
any  reason  for  dividing  the  two  sums.  Why 
should  it  not  now,  instead  of  being,  as  for- 
merly, two  hundred  guineas,  be  £150,  and 
£100  in  the  case  of  a  second  session  ?  I  am 
aware  that  under  our  Standing  Orders  I  am 
precluded  from  moving  a  motion  now,  as  an 
amendment  has  been  moved;  but  I  think  it 
would  be  well  for  the  House  and  the  Govern- 
ment that  they  should  postpone  the  second 
reading  of  this  Bill  until  Ministers  have 
brought  down  the  Representation  Bill  of  which 
they  have  told  us,  so  that  many  honourable 
members  who  ore  in  the  same  position  as  the 
honourable  member  for  Ashburton  and  myself 
may  be  able  to  give  a  frde  vote  on  this  question, 
and  not  be  placed  in  a  false  position  by  having 
one  Bill  introduced  before  we  know  what  the 
other  is. 

Mr.  MOSS.  —  It  would  be  well,  before  we 
go  any  further,  that  we  should  consider 
what  redactions  are  going  to  be  made  under 
this  Bill.  There  is  a  large  majority  of  this 
House — some  sixty  members — who  are  to  re- 
ceive a  hundred  guineas  if  this  Bill  do  not 
pass  ;  while  those  who  have  been  recently 
elected  for  the  first  time  will  receive  the 
full  "honorarium,"  as  it  is  called,  though  I 
heartily  wish  that  term  were  got  rid  of.  What, 
then,  is  the  great  sacrifice  of  which  the  honour- 
able member  who  has  just  sat  down,  and  other 
honourable  members,  have  spoken  in  such  high 
terms  that  we  are  going  to  make?  Just  £5 
each. 

Mr.  SAMUEIi. — ^But,  then,  next  session  the 
reduction  will  be  £60. 

Mr.  MOSS. — Let  us  wait  till  next  session. 
I  shall  not  be  at  all  astonished  if  we  find 
another  alteration  made  then.  The  fact  re- 
mains, we  receive  a  hundred  guineas  under  the 
present  Act,  and  we  shall  receive  £100  if  this 
Bill  passes :  that  is  to  say,  some  sixty  or  seventy 
of  us  will  present  that  enormous  amount  of 
self-sacrifice  which  is  represented  by  the  sum 
of  £5  each.  The  new  members  will,  of  course, 
self-sacrifice  a  little  more ;  and  then  next  year 
we  shall  probably  be  raised  again,  if  we  are  to 
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judge  by  past  experience.  The  meml>ei8  of  the 
Upper  House  wul  draw  half  the  honorarium 
this  year  if  the  present  law  remains  in  force — 
that  is,  a  hundred  guineas — and  under  this  Bill 
they  will  draw  £50.  But,  then,  it  must  also  be 
remembered  that  a  great  number  of  them  have 
not  attended  at  all  this  session,  and  they  will 
receive  na  honorarium.  When  we  talk  of  fifty 
members  of  the  Council,  it  must  not  be  for- 
gotten that  in  every  session  there  are  a  large 
number  who  do  not  come  here  at  all,  and 
they  draw  no  honorarium.  So  that  to  speak 
of  this  reduction  as  a  great  self-sacrifice  is 
using  a  wrong  term.  Our  duty  is  to  fix  a 
fair  and  reasonable  sum  for  the  payment  of 
members.  If  we  think  tiiat  members  have 
been  paid  an  excessive  sum  in  the  past,  let  us 
feel  ashamed  of  ourselves  that  we  took  it  and 
defrauded  the  country  by  taking  sums  to  which 
we  were  not  entitled.  The  Premier  has  told  us 
that  £1,750  was  too  much  to  give  to  the  Premier 
— it  really  amounted  to  £2,000 — and  I  quite 
agree  with  him,  and  have  always  held  that  it 
was  too  much  ;  but  Premiers  have  taken  it  in 
the  past,  although  we  have  now  rightly  come  to 
the  conclusion  that  a  less  sum  is  sufficient. 
But  will  any  one  say  for  a  moment  that  mem- 
bers have  been  paid  too  highly  in  the  past  ? 

Captain  BUSSELL.— Yes. 

Sir.  MOSS. — The  honourable  gentleman  ob- 
jects to  payment  altogether,  and  therefore  is 
sure  to  think  that  it  has  been  too  high.  The 
honourable  gentleman  would  perhaps  like  a 
property  qualification,  and  I  can  quite  under- 
stand an  honourable  gentleman  holding  those 
views  objecting  to  the  present  payment  of 
members  as  too  leurgo.  I  have  no  hesitation  in 
giving  my  own  views,  delicate  as  the  position 
undoubtedly  must  be.  The  question  was  brought 
up  during  the  elections  by  my  opponents,  not  by 
my  friends,  and  it  was  pressed  upon  me  very 
closely  on  several  occasions.  I  stated  distinctly 
that  I  thought  the  sum  now  paid  to  mem- 
bers was  fair  and  reasonable,  and  as  low  as 
it  ought  to  be.  Therefore  I  am  perfectly  free 
to  vote  as  I  think  right  on  this  measure. 
When  we  remember  the  trouble  we  had  to 
get  payment  of  members  fixed — bow,  year  after 
year,  the  principle  was  rejected  by  members 
who  now  as  strongly  support  a  reduction — I 
cannot  help  thinking  that  this  reduction  is  an 
insidious  attempt  to  get  us  back  into  the 
difficulties  we  had  so  much  trouble  in  clearing 
away.  I  was  in  that  struggle,  and  always  con- 
tended that  the  amount  should  be  called 
"  payment  of  members,"  and  not  "  honora- 
rium ; "  but  we  had  to  submit  to  its  being 
called  by  that  misleading  term.  It  is  absurd 
to  talk  of  £50  being  paid  for  expenses.  Men 
who  are  able  to  accept  the  position  without 
payment  ought  to  be  ashamed  to  send  in 
their  little  bills  and  ask  for  their  expenses.  I 
heard  it  said  just  now  that  the  proper  thing 
was  to  pay  the  expenses  of  members,  and,  with 
reference  to  the  Council,  that,  if  they  were 
allowed  their  expenses,  that  ought  to  be  suffi- 
cient. The  honourable  member  for  the  Taieri 
objected  to  the  debate  as  being  a  waste  of  time. 
I  think  the  honourable  gentleman  was  pei- 
Mr.Mou 


fectly  right,  although  not  in  the  way  be  in- 
tended. The  fault  is  in  the  manner  in  which 
this  has  been  introduced.  It  is  a  most  im- 
portant part  of  our  Constitution,  this  payment 
of  members.  We  had  great  difficulty  in  get- 
ting it  fixed,  and  now,  having  got  that  stone 
into  the  foundation,  we  are  to  remove  it 
and  shake  the  whole  building.  And  why  ?  In 
the  name  of  economy  and  retrenchment.  I 
have  shown  that  the  saving  will  be  small  as 
far  as  this  year  is  concerned ;  and'  we  are 
dwarfing  a  large  constitutional  question  down 
to  a  mere  question  of  administration.  There 
is  no  self-sacrifice  in  it.  I  think  we  should  be 
ashamed  of  ourselves  if  we  reduce  the  s&larie» 
of  Government  officers  in  the  name  of  seU- 
sacrifioe.  Why  should  we  call  upon  them  to 
submit  to  that  ?  We  are  saving  the  wealthy 
people  of  the  colony  from  a  property-tax.  I 
am  anxious  to  see  them  saved  by  all  fait 
means.  Let  those  who  have  been  and  are  still 
too  highly  paid  be  reduced,  but  do  not  call  it 
self-sacrifide  in  their  case  or  in  any  other.  We 
are  taking  a  step  towards  altering  the  Consti- 
tution of  the  country.  Let  us  look  at  the  thing 
fairly.  Those  who  think  that  two  hundred 
guineas  is  not  too  large  a  sum  for  the  payment 
of  members,  and  that  with  a  less  sum  the 
people  cannot  secure  a  free  choice  of  repre- 
sentatives, will  vote  for  the  continuance  of  the 
present  system.  Those  who  think  it  is  not 
desirable  the  people  at  large  should  have  a 
free  choice,  and  who  would  prefer  to  see  this 
House  revert  to  its  former  position  as  a  very 
pleasant  club  instead  of  a  House  representing 
the  people,  will,  of  course,  say  that  two  hun- 
dred guineas  is  too  much — that  ten  guineas  is 
too  much ;  they  would  gladly  come  here  and 
work  for  nothing.  Then,  we  must  not  lose 
sight  of  the  disqualification  attached  to  tho 
position.  A  member  cannot  take  a  con- 
tract from  Government,  or  any  position  under 
the  Government,  until  he  has  ceased  to  be 
a  member  for  twelve  months.  If  a  mem- 
ber serves  on  a  Commission  he  cannot  get 
paid  more  than  his  actual  travelling  -  ex- 
penses. There  are  many  other  disqualifica- 
tions attached  to  the  position,  and  properly 
so ;  but  I  would  beg  honourable  members  bo 
bear  in  mind  that  these  did  not  exist  in 
former  days.  Gentlemen  were  taken  direct 
from  this  House  and  put  into  high  official  posi- 
tions; they  were  mode  Resident  Magistrates, 
and  put  in  other  lucrative  offices.  That  was, 
very  properly,  put  a  stop  to.  It  is  quite  easy  to 
retrench  without  this  reduction,  if  the  honour- 
able gentleman  at  the  head  of  the  Government 
will  only  face  the  question.  He  knows  in  his 
own  mind  what  the  remedy  is.  Let  us  simplify 
our  form  of  government.  Ho  took  a  most 
active  port  in  destroying  the  old  system :  let 
him  devise  a  simpler  than  our  present  costly 
and  cumbrous  one.  Let  the  honourable  mem- 
ber get  rid  of  local  affairs  from  this  House  ;  he 
knows  that  three  Ministers  could  then  do  the 
work,  and  fifty  members  would  be  sufficient  to 
represent  the  country  in  this  House.  The 
honourable  member  knows  that. 
Major  ATKINSON.  —  Will  the  honourable 
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gentleman  be  good  enough  to  speak  for  him- 
self?   I  will  Bpeak  for  myself  presently. 

Mr.  MOSS. — The  honourable  member  knows 
I  sum  right. 

Major  ATKINSON.— I  know  exactly  the 
contrary.  I  do  not  believe  in  any  of  the  state- 
ments of  the  honourable  member. 

Mr.  MOSS. — I  made  no  statements. 

Major  ATKINSON.  — You  stated  what  my 
belief  was. 

Mr.  MOSS. — I  have  made  only  one  state- 
ment. I  stated  that  "  the  honourable  gentle- 
man knows." 

Major  ATKINSON.— But  I  say  I  do  not.  I 
do  not  know  anything  about  it. 

Mr.  MOSS. — Let  me  repeat  it.  The  honour- 
•ible  member,  I  am  sure,  knows  perfectly  well 
that  three  Ministers  could  govern  this  country 
and  fifty  members  would  be  sufficient  in  this 
House  if  we  had  not  all  these  local  affairs  to 
attend  to. 

Major  ATKINSON.— I  do  not  know  it. 

Mr.  MOSS. — Then  I  can  assure  the  honour- 
able gentleman  he  ought  to  know  it.  There 
are  many  other  things  which  he  does  know 
which  are  not  so  likely  to  be  understood  as 
that  great  fact.  Why  not  devote  ourselves  to 
simplifying  the  form  of  government,  and  cut 
our  coat  according  to  our  cloth,  suit  our 
institutions  to  the  country,  and  not  attempt 
to  force  the  country  to  suit  its  institutions  to 
OS?  I  do  not  like  to  say  distasteful  things  in 
the  House;  but  I  would  ask  members  to 
look  at  the  House  at  the  present  momeqt. 
What  is  the  dominating  idea  in  the  minds 
of  honourable  members  —  in  my  mind,  as 
well  as  in  the  minds  of  others  ?  We  are  bent 
on  being  home  at  Christmas,  whatever  busi- 
ness may  be  left  undone  or  half-done  here. 
Members  say,  "  Whether  the  business  of  the 
colony  can  be  done  by  Christmas  or  not,  we 
are  going  home,  and  we  are  not  coming  back 
again."  That  is  a  great  fact.  Our  business  is 
to  deliberate  calmly  and  consider  these  matters 
and  take  a  large  view  of  these  questions,  not 
to  rash  them  through  as  fast  as  possible. 
That  in  itself  is  a  condemnation  of  our  whole 
system.  I  hope  the  House  will  not  talk  about 
self-sacrifice,  but  will  look  upon  this  as  part 
of  a  great  question,  whether  the  sum  paid  to 
honourable  members  for  their  services  is  too 
large  or  not.  I  believe  it  is  not  too  large,  and 
therefore  I  shall  vote  against  the  Bill.  The 
qoestion  concerns  us  personally  in  only  a  minor 
degree.  It  will  concern  the  power  of  the 
people  in  having  a  full  and  free  choice  of 
lepresentatives  long  after  others  fill  the  places 
we  now  hold.  I  shall  be  glad  also  if  the 
bononrable  member  will  withdraw  his  amend- 
ment, so  that  the  vote  may  be  taken  directly 
on  the  Bill. 

Mr.  FISH. — I  shall  be  happy  to  withdraw 
the  amendment,  if  the  House  will  allow  me. 

Amendment  withdrawn. 

Mr.  PEACOCK.— Sir,  I  rise  to  say  that  I 
shall  support  this  Bill  very  cordially.  In- 
deed, I  nial  be  prepared  to  go  further  than 
the  Bill  goes,  and  do  as  I  have  done  on  former 
occasions  when  the  question  of  the  honorarium 


has  been  before  the  House,  and  vote  for  £100 
being  the  amount  of  honorarium.  I  think  it 
would  be  a  sham  on  our  part  to  go  into  any 
policy  of  retrenchment  without  any  attempt  to 
reduce  our  own  salaries  in  the  way  of  hono- 
rarium. And  I  believe  the  country  expects  it 
of  us.  From  one  end  of  the  colony  to  the  other 
there  was  a  cry,  during  the  late  elections,  that 
members  coming  to  this  House  ought  to  be 
willing  to  accept  an  amount  of  honorarium 
smtiller  than  they  are  getting.  The  only  reason 
I  can  see  for  the  payment  of  honorarium  is  to 
enable  any  man  who  is  poor,  and  has  the 
ability  to  take  part  in  legislative  duties,  to 
come  to  this  House,  and  not  be  put  to  any  loss 
by  giving  his  time  and  services  to  the  country, 
If  he  will  get  such  an  amount  as  will  enable 
him  to  pay  his  expenses  when  here,  and  be 
free  from  loss  through  his  legislative  duties 
preventing  him  from  supporting  bis  family  by 
his  wages  as  a  working-man,  that  amount 
ought  to  be  sufficient  for  the  purpose.  I  wish 
the  House  to  bear  this  in  mind :  that  £100 
was  paid  for  many  years  in  this  House;  and 
I  think  those  who  recollect  the  character  of 
the  House  at  that  time  will  be  willing  to 
admit  that  the  ability  displayed  and  the  man- 
ner in  which  the  business  was  carried  out  at 
that  time  would  certainly  compare  very  favour- 
ably with  what  it  is  at  the  present  time.  I 
should  also  ask  the  House  to  bear  in  mind,  in 
considering  this  question  as  to  the  amount 
which  is  to  be  decided  upon  as  the  honorarium 
of  members  of  this  House,  that  it  is  only  for  a 
fourth  part  of  the  year.  It  does  not  at  all 
interfere  with  a  member  devoting  his  time  to 
other  business  during  three-fourths  of  the  year ; 
and,  if  that  is  taken  into  account,  it  wiU  be 
seen  that  the  amount  paid  hitherto  has  been 
unnecessarily  large  for  the  purpose.  There 
are  other  points  to  which  I  might  call  atten- 
tion, but  which  are  probably  Committee  ob- 
jections. One  of  those  points  is  in  regard  to 
the  Wellington  members,  or  members  resident 
within  a  certain  radius  of  Wellington.  Under 
the  Act  they  receive  £140,  but  under  this  Bill 
it  is  evident  that  they  will  receive  an  increase, 
as  tiiey  are  to  get  £150;  and  the  members  who 
were  here  last  session  will  get  £30  more. 
There  is  also  a  question  in  regard  to  the  pay- 
ment of  Legislative  Councillors,  and  as  to  the 
small  area  within  which  payment  will  not 
apply.  These  are  Committee  matters;  but, 
should  I  have  an  opportunity  of  introducing 
an  amendment  to  reduce  still  further  the 
honorarium,  I  shall  do  so,  and  thereby  meet 
the  views  of  the  honourable  member  for  Far- 
nell,  who  hints  that  the  sacrifice  to  be  made 
this  year  is  not  enough  to  speak  about. 

Sir  J.  VOGEL.  — Sir,  I  do  not  agree  that 
there  is  any  fault  to  be  found  with  the  Govern- 
ment for  bringing  dov?n  this  Bill.  Quite  suffi- 
cient cause  appeared  during  the  late  elections 
to  moke  it  necessary  to  bring  do%vn  a  Bill  of 
this  kind.  Whether  or  not  its  terms  are  wisely 
decided  I  shall  leave  for  consideration  to  & 
future  time.  And  I  do  not  agree  with  any 
remarks  which  may  go  in  the  direction  of  in- 
sinuating that  the  Government  have  not  shown. 
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disinteieBtedness  in  the  matter  as  regards  them- 
selves.  On  the  contrary,  I  think  it  is  only 
light  and  doing  justice  to  the  Government  to 
say  that  not  only  in  the  Bill  which  afiects 
their  own  salaries  do  they  propose  that  large 
reductions  should  be  made,  hut  they,  unneces- 
sarily, and  unfairly  to  themselves,  I  think,  pro- 
pose that  the  reductions  should  taike  jplace  .from 
the  commencement  of  the  session  instead  of 
from  the  time  when  the  Bill  becomes  law.  I 
think  they  are  iaitlj  entitled  to  draw  the 
salaries  which  the  law  gives  to  them  until 
there  is  an  alteration ;  and  there  is  no  right  on 
the  part  of  the  House  to  make  the  Bill  which 
affects  their  salaries  retrospective  in  its  cha- 
racter. Therefore  I  cannot  agree  in  any  in- 
dioation  which  attributes  to  the  Government  a 
wont  of  generosity  and  consideration,  after  their 
treatment  of  themselves.  In  regard  to  honour- 
able members,  the  nature  of  the  Bill  is  simply 
this:  The  sixty  old  members  will  get  exactly 
what  they  would  receive  under  the  present  Act 
for  this  session ;  Wellington  members  will  re- 
ceive somewhat  more  than  they  would  imder 
the  existing  law ;  and  all  the  new  members — 
my  honourable  friend  behind  me  terms  them 
"Young  New  Zealand  " — will  be  the  only  losers 
this  session  by  the  Bill.  The  gentlemen  who  re- 
side in  Wellington — and  I  am  one  of  them,  and 
therefore  I  shall  be  speaking  disinterestedly — 
would  have  more  than  they  would  have  under 
the  existing  Act;  the  remainder  of  the  old 
members  will  get  the  same;  and  the  young 
members  will  have  considerably  less  than  they 
would  be  entitled  to.  This  is  a  strange  way  of 
altering  the  law.  As  regards  the  expectations 
of  the  country,  I  am  inclined  to  agree  with  the 
honourable  member  who  spoke  last,  that  there 
was  a  general  impression  throughout  the  colony 
that  the  new  members  intended  to  consent 
to  a  considerable  reduction  in  the  honorarium. 
Any  members  who  have  pledged  themselves 
to  that  efiect  must  necessarily  act  up  to  their 
pledges;  but  the  point  I  contend  for,  and  do 
BO  strongly,  is  this:  Those  who  made  no  such 
pledges  should  consider  the  question  upon  its 
merits ;  but  those  who  did  make  such  pledges 
should  not  allow  themselves  to  be  governed  by 
more  than  the  duration  of  the  present  Parlia- 
ment, and  should  make  this  Bill  of  a  temporary 
character. 

An  Hon.  Meubeb. — No. 

Sir  J.  VOGEL.— Well,  I  am  convinced  the 
time  has  come  to  end  this  sham  of  honorarium, 
and  to  say  that  members  ought  to  be  paid,  for 
the  honorarium  is  not  a  fair  one,  nor  fair  to 
the  country.  Take  the  case  at  the  present 
time.  We  have  an  enormous  amount  of  im- 
portant business  to  attend  to,  while  honour- 
able members  have  made  np  their  minds  that 
nothing  shall  induce  them  to  stay  after  Christ- 
mas. These  axe  some  of  the  measures  that 
h^ve  to  be  attended  to,  or  else  to  be  neglected, 
or  to  be  hurriedly  passed,  and  some  of  them 
are  measures  which,  in  ordinary  times,  would 
take  up  the  whole  of  the  time  between  now  and 
Christmas  in  discussing  them ;  and  yet  we  are 
Asked  to  pass  them  hurriedly,  although  they 
are  admittedly  of  the  greatest  importuice.  I 
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am  only  giving  some  of  these  measures.  Tbate 
is  a  measure  for  relinquishing  the  pre-emptiva 
right  to  purchase  Native  lands,  and  the  right 
that  these  lands  should  be  only  sold  through 
the  Government.  That  is  an  important  mea- 
sure. Another  is  one  which  was  hozried 
through  the  House  last  night,  a  measure  for 
making  a  veir  large  reduction  in  the  sell- 
ing-price of  the  waste  lands  of  the  Grown. 
Then,  Sir,  there  is  another  measure  of  great 
importance  —  a  Bill  for  handing  over  th« 
management  of  the  railways  to  a  comparatively 
irresponsible  Board.  Then,  we  have  before 
us  the  contingency  of  changes  being  made  in 
the  Education  Department,  which  we  are  not 
even  certain  we  shall  have  an  opportunity  of 
discussing,  since  those  changes,  it  appears,  caa 
be  made  by  an  Order  in  Council,  without  f  nxthez 
legislation.  Then,  there  is  a  BiU — I  am  at  a 
loss  for  adjectives  with  which  to  describe  the 
importance  of  these  Bills,  for  they  are  all  of  such 
large  importance — to  alter  the  representation 
of  the  country,  and  to  enlarge  the  size  of  the 
districts,  which  my  honourable  friend  the  mem- 
ber for  Ashburton  rightly  says  is  of  enormous 
importance.  Then,  there  is  a  Bill  relating  to 
the  Otago  Central  Bailway,  which,  if  not  a 
Government  measure,  in  my  opinion  onght  to 
be  one.  There  is  the  Bill  relating  to  the  ac- 
quisition of  land,  which  is  in  the  hands  of  a 
private  member;  but,  judging  from  the  re- 
marks of  the  head  of  the  Government,  it  should 
have  been  a  Government  measure.  Then, 
there  is  the  question  relating  to  the  increase  of 
the  property-tax,  and  as  to  whether  or  not 
there  should  be  a  variation  in  the  incidence 
of  that  tax.  Then,  we  find  that  there  is  the 
question  of  retrenchment,  of  which  we  have 
only  touched  the  very  fringe  of  the  discussion 
in  the  form  of  the  Bills  relating  to  the  salaries 
of  the  Governor  and  of  the  Ministers  and 
members.  And  there  are  other  questions  re- 
lating to  retrenchment  which  either  we  shall 
have  to  leave  to  the  Government  to  deal  With 
without  a  discussion  in  the  House,  or  else  there 
will  be  no  dealing  with  that  question,  whioh 
was  the  one  most  prominently  brought  before 
electors  during  the  lato  elections.  Now,  Sir» 
I  have  pointed  out  these,  but  there  are  other 
measures,  and  I  have  not  exhausted  the  list. 
And  yet,  notwithstanding  that,  honourable 
members  are  thoroughly  determined  nothing 
shall  induce  them  to  stay  longer  than  three 
weeks  —  till  Christmas-time.  I  do  not  for  a 
moment  say  that  honourable  members,  in 
coming  to  that  conclusion,  are  actuated  by 
the  question  of  the  honorarium ;  but  I  do  say 
this:  that  if  the  Government  were  to  ask 
the  members  to  come  back  after  Christmas 
they  would  be  inflicting  considerable  hard- 
ship upon  honourable  members,  because  the 
allowance  which  we  hitherto  considered  should 
be  made  to  honourable  members  by  way  of 
covering  their  expenses  would  fall  short  of 
doing  anything  of  the  kind  if  there  were  to  be 
a  session  after  Christmas.  The  conclusion  I 
have  come  to  is  this  —  not  the  one  that  the 
honourable  member  for  Ponsonby  has  come 
I  to,  that  he  is  only  engaged  here  temporarily  on 
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Bia  legislative  duties,  ancl  for  the  other  part  of 
the  year  is  free  to  do  what  he  likes.  I  say  the 
time  has  come  when  the  duties  of  Parliament 
are  of  so  important  a  nature  that  a  member 
riiould  place  the  whole  of  his  time  and  abilities 
at  the  disposal  of  the  State  from  one  year's 
end  to  the  other,  whenever  they  are  required. 
Kow,  Sir,  according  to  what  the  honourable 
member  for  Fonsonby  said,  we  are  ooming  to  a 
difierent  conclusion — we  are  to  say  that  so 
many  days'  expenses  of  a  reasonable  charac- 
ter amount  to  so  much,  and  that  honour- 
able members  should  only  be  asked  for  that 
number  of  days'  attendance  during  the  year.  I 
think  it  is  a  false  principle  to  go  upon ;  and, 
moreover,  seeing  many  things  which  I  should 
rather  not  allude  to  this  evening,  but  all 
in  the  direction,  to  my  mind,  of  giving  larger 
poweiB  to  what  are  called  "the  privileged 
classes,"  I  cannot  think  that  it  is  a  measure  of 
a  liberal  character  which  reduces  the  range  of 
selection  on  the  part  of  the  selectors,  which 
a  measure  of  this  kind  is  calculated  to  do. 
It  is  clearly  the  case  that  if  you  reduce  the 
amount  which  you  place  at  the  disposal  of 
members  you  lower  the  range  Of  selection  of 
the  electors,  because  we  know  there  are  many 
men  to  whom  no  exception  could  be  taken  in 
point  of  ability  or  fitness  who  will  find  that 
they  cannot  afford  to  place  their  services  at  the 
disposal  of  the  electors.  And  therefore  you 
are  reducing  the  range  of  selection,  and  you 
are  saying  to  the  electors,  "It  is  desirable 
that  you  should  select  only  men  of  means  as 
your  representatives."  In  this  country  we  have 
to  deal  with  a  different  class  of  men  from  those 
in  Great  Britain.  The  number  of  men  in  this 
colony  who  have  no  business  pursuits  are  com- 
paratively few.  Therefore  when  we  speak  of 
the  privileged  classes  here  wo  do  not  speak  of 
men  free  to  take  to  politics  as  an  occupation 
for  their  leisure,  but  we  speak  of  men  who  are 
willing  to  give  up  a  certain  time  from  whatever 
occupation  they  follow  in  order  to  represent 
the  people  in  Parliament;  and,  if  you  lower 
the  rate  of  payment  to  members,  you  will  re- 
duce the  number  who  will  find  that  they  are 
able  to  respond  to  the  call  made  upon  tiiem. 
And  I  think,  with  the  uncertainty  hanging  over 
OS  as  to  what  time  the  session  will  occupy,  and 
the  strain  it  puts  on  the  Government  in  the 
way  of  asking  members  to  remain,  the  prin- 
ciple should  at  once  be  dona  away  with,  at  any 
late,  after  the  present  Parliament,  of  paying  by 
honorarium,  and  that  members  should  receive 
the  same  amount  that  is  paid  in  other  places. 
I  believe  the  amount  generally  accepted  is 
£300.  Kow,as  regards  the  present  Parliament, 
members  must  be  judged  by  their  own  pledges, 
and  I  have  not  followed  the  election  speeches 
closely  enough  to  know  what  they  are.  I  was 
told  it  was  daring  a  former  election  that  a  can- 
didate rather  boasted  before  hie  constituents 
that  he  was  in  favour  of  reducing  the  hono- 
rarium. "  And,"  said  one  very  plain  and  frank 
elector,  "  do  you  mean  to  say  that,  when 
the  question  arose  as  to  whether  or  not  you 
tboold  be  paid  a  certain  sum,  you  voted 
for    the    lower    sum  1 "      "  Yes,"    said    the 


candidate,  with  a  great  deal  of  self-oonscious- 
ness  of  having  done  a  good  deed.  "Well," 
replied  the  elector — and  he  was  loudly  cheered 
— "  if  you  ttte  not  able  to  look  after  your  own 
interests,  what  chance  is  there  of  your  looking 
well  after  ours  ?  "  I  do  not  know  how  far  there 
may  be  a  change  in  the  matter ;  but,  in  my 
0]^inion,  the  electors  throughout  the  country 
will  not  take  the  vitiv  that  they  have  a  right 
to  ask  gentleman  to  represent  them  who  are 
not  to  receive  a  fair  amount  of  payment  in 
consequence.  I  am  not  quite  able  to  follow 
the  point  made  by  the  honourable  member  for 
Ashburton.  If  I  understood  him  rightly,  bo 
objects  to  payment  of  members. — (No.) — It  ap- 
peal's to  me  that  we  are  now  paying  according 
to  the  duration  of  the  session,  and  therefore, 
if  the  new  Bepresentation  Bill  passes  and  the 
number  of  members  is  reduced,  then,  it  seems 
to  me,  the  session  should  be  shorter,  becau8» 
there  will  be  fewer  members  to  talk ;  and,  con- 
sequently, under  the  new  Bepresentation  Bill 
instead  of  the  payment  to  members  being  larger 
it  should  be  smaller.  That  seems  to  mo  to  be 
the  case,  if  we  regard  the  honorarium  point  of 
view  of  paying  members  for  their  attendance 
here.  Then  comes  the  question.  Are  members' 
expenses  during  election  to  be  taken  into  ac- 
count 7  I  do  not  know  what  the  honourable 
gentleman's  view  on  that  subject  is  ;  but,  if  I 
am  able  to  judge  correctly  the  view  of  the  Go- 
vernment, that  is  an  element  that  should  b« 
taken  into  account  in  the  amount  to  be  paid. 
There  is  an  allowance  of  £S0  to  the  members  of 
this  House,  and  there  is  no  allowance  of  the 
same  kind  made  to  the  Upper  House.  They 
have  not  to  go  before  their  constituents  at  the 
end  of  each  Parliament.  The  members  of  this 
House  have ;  and  I  presume,  then,  that  this  £50 
is  for  the  purpose  of  recouping  the  cost  of  elec- 
tions. Well,  if  that  is  the  principle,  I  should 
like  to  know  how  tho  £50  is  arrived  at.  I  see 
honourable  gentlemen  before  me  who  have 
paid  hundreds,  perhaps  a  thousand  and  more, 
over  the  election ;  and  I  see  an  honourable 
gentleman  on  this  side  of  the  House  who  has 
spent  very  few  pounds  over  the  election.  And 
if  the  principle  is  to  prevail  of  recouping  the 
expenses  of  elections,  then  I  think  that,  instead 
of  making  a  uniform  pajrment,  a  Select  Com- 
mittee should  be  appointed  to  appraise  the  cost 
of  elections,  and  pay  the  members  accord- 
ingly. I  do  not  know  how  the  Premier  would 
escape  from  that  dilemma,  if  he  is  prepared  to 
justify  the  provisions  of  his  Bill.  Then,  I 
should  simply  say  this,  in  conclusion :  that  I 
feel  myself  at  liberty  to  vote  against  this  mea- 
sure, and,  if  it  passes  its  second  reading,  I  shall 
strongly  support  any  amendment  which  will 
go  in  the  direction  of  limiting  the  reductions 
which  we  make  to  the  duration  of  the  present 
Parliament,  and  not  extending  them  beyond 
that  time.  Those  members  who  have  made 
no  pledges,  it  appears  to  me,  are  quite  at  liberty 
to  vote  OS  they  think  fit,  and  I  do  not  think 
that  any  member — putting  on  one  side  the 
question  of  self-sacrifice — that  any  member  who 
looks  at  the  broad  principle  of  throwing  open  to 
the  electors  of  the  colony  the  largest  possible 
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freedom  of  selection  can  consider  that  it  is 
desirable,  for  the  comparatively  small  saving 
this  Bill  proposes  to  meike,  to  so  limit  the  free- 
dom of  choice  which  the  electors  at  present 
possess,  and  which,  in  my  opinion,  is  not  even 
now  sufficientlv  large. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— Sir,  if  in  order,  I  rise  to 
move  the  following  amendment :  That,  after 
the  word  "  That,"  the  foUowiug  words  be  in- 
serted :  "  whilst  this  House  admits  that,  in  the 
preuent  depressed  state  of  the  colony,  it  may  be 
expedient  that  there  should  be  a  reduction  in 
the  amount  of  honorarium  to  the  extent  of  25 
per  cent.,  yet  it  is  unwise  that  legislation  on 
the  subject  should  be  introduced,  and  that  it  is 
nndesirable  that  the  Parliamentary  Honora- 
rium and  Privileges  Act  1884  Amendment 
Bill  should  be  proceeded  with  further  this  ses- 
sion." The  amendment  that  I  propose  is,  to 
my  mind,  what  I  think  a  majority  of  this  House 
'Would  be  in  favour  of  seeing  carried.  I  believe 
it  is  what  the  people  of  the  colony  would  wish, 
in  the  existing  state  of  affairs.  There  is  no 
doubt  that,  owing  to  the  depressed  state  of 
affairs  in  the  colony,  each  one  is  called  upon  to 
make  a  sacrifice,  and  I  believe  that  it  is  only 
right  and  just  that  members  of  this  House 
should  lead  the  van  and  make  a  sacrifice.  And, 
Sir,  I  am  not  one  of  those  who  are  speaking 
to  the  House  now  on  election  pledges  to  have  a 
reduction.  During  my  election  tour  I  told  the 
electors  1  was  not  in  favour  of  a  reduction  in 
the  honorarium,  as  experience  told  me  that 
there  was  no  advantage  in  such  a  coarse.  I 
told  them  I  was  not  bound  to  make  a  sacrifice 
of  my  time  in  devoting  my  services  to  the 
country  and  at  the  same  time  not  be  remu- 
nerated. I  hold  that  to  be  a  clear  and  sound 
doctrine  in  any  democratic  country.  We  have 
no  right  to  be  called  upon  to  oSer  up  ourselves 
at  the  shrine  of  tlie  country ;  and,  if  sacrifices 
are  made,  profits  will  be  made  indirectly,  and  we 
shall  &a(l  that  the  country  will  suffer  accord- 
ingly. I  shall  prove  that,  I  think,  by  the  past 
history  of  New  Zealand.  We  have  very  few 
members  now  in  the  House  who  were  here  in 
1870 ;  but  we  have  those  here  who  represented 
certain  interests  during  those  years.  I  heard 
an  honourable  member  rcffer  to  this  matter, 
and  say  tbat  the  legislation  of  New  Zealand 
was  as  perfect,  that  its  administration  was  as 
perfect,  when  the  honorarium  was  set  down  at 
£100  a  year,  as  it  is  now.  But  what  happened 
to  my  honourable  friend  Sir  Julius  Vogel 
when  he  introduced  the  public-works  policy 
in  1870?  The  cardinal  point  of  that  policy 
was  tbat  the  land  along  the  railways  should 
be  rated  according  to  the  improved  value  the 
railways  gave  it,  and  that  a  portion  of  the  im- 
proved value  should  be  given  to  the  State.  But 
we  know  this  :  Those  who  represented  the 
landed  interests  in  the  House  at  that  time — 
who  received  this  £100  a  year — what  did  they 
do  ?  They  took  out  the  cardinal  point  of  the 
policy.  The  land  was  increased  in  value  from 
£1  to  £20  per  acre,  the  poorly-paid  legislators 
indirectly  benefited  themselves  and  became 
wealthy,  and  the  State  has  not  received  one 
penny-piece  directly  from  these  lands  on  ao- 
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count  of  the  expenditure  of  that  money.  And 
so  it  will  be  again.  If  class  interests  are  to 
be  represented  in  this  Parliament  wholly  and 
solely,  it  means  this:  that,  indirectly,  tbia 
class  will  profit,  to  the  detriment  of  the 
people  generally.  The  great  mass  of  the 
people  of  this  country  do  not  expect  members 
to  come  here  and  do  their  duty  and  serve 
them  faithfully  and  be  losers  thereby.  There 
is  no  man  that  can  come  at  less  than  is 
now  fixed,  and  do  his  duty  fairly,  and  hold 
the  position  be  should  hold,  without  making 
a  large  sacrifice.  —  (Oh  I) — The  honourable 
member  for  Ponsonoy,  I  think  it  is,  says, 
"  Oh  I "  but  I  would  ask  whether  the  amount 
he  has  received  in  the  sliape  of  honorarium 
since  he  came  here  will  equal  the  amoimt 
he  would  have  been  in  pocket  if  he  ha,d  not 
been  rotumed  as  a  member.  If  ho  balances 
both  sides  of  the  account  I  sjn  certain  he  will 
find  himself  on  the  wrong  side  of  the  ledger. 
But,  if  his  position  is  such  that  he  has  a 
business  which  can  be  carried  on  during  his 
absence  and  does  not  require  his  own  super- 
vision, no  loss  is  entailed  on  him.  And  if  he 
is  a  man  of  means,  which  I  believe  he  is,  the 
result  of  course  is  that  in  his  case  he  may 
consider  it  desirable  and  profitable  to  come 
here  for  less.  I  have  always  seen  the  honoor- 
able  member  voting  with  the  Conservative  side 
in  this  House,  and  I  say  it  is  purely  in  the 
Conservative  interest,  and  in  the  interest  of 
the  wealthy  classes  in  New  Zealand,  that  the 
attempt  is  now  being  made  to  reduce  the 
honorarium.  And  where  comes  in  the  con- 
sistency ?  For  years  it  was  contended  that  it 
should  be  laid  down  we  should  have  the  prin- 
ciple of  payment  of  members.  The  present 
leader  of  the  Oovernment,  who  is  introducing 
this  measure,  is  one  who  declared,  when  the 
present  Act  was  brought  in,  that  we  should 
not  have  the  bickering,  session  after  session,  in 
passing  on  the  estimates  the  amount  honour- 
able members  should  receive.  It  was  clearly 
understood  in  the  session  of  1884,  when  we 
passed  the  Parliamentary  Honorarium  and 
Privileges  Act,  tliat,  once  and  for  all,  this 
question  should  be  definitely  settled ;  and, 
now,  before  the  present  Act  has  been  in 
force  three  years,  a  Bill  to  amend  it  is 
brought  down,  and  we  are  put  in  the  sonae 
position  as  we  should  have  been  in  had  we  been 
passing  the  amount  of  the  honorarium  on  tlie 
estimates,  as  was  usual  previous  to  the  passing 
of  the  present  Act.  I  do  not  think  the  inter- 
ests of  the  colony  require  that  we  should  alter 
the  law  ;  but,  as  a  matter  of  expediency,  seeing 
that  this  crisis  has  arisen,  we  might  make  the 
sacrifice  that  I  have  proposed  in  this  amend- 
ment. Now,  comparing  the  position  of  New 
Zealand  with  what  is  taking  place  in  the  other 
colonies,  we  find  that  in  Victoria  payment  of 
members  has  existed  for  some  years,  and  that 
the  colony  has  progressed  to  such  an  extent 
that,  whilst  New  Soath  Wales  last  year  had  a 
deficit  of  a  million,  and  whilst  Now  Zealand 
had  a  deficit  of  £300,000,  Victoria  had  a  surplus 
of  over  half  a  million.  Wo  find  that  as  far  as 
legislation  necessary  for  the  masses,  as  far  m 
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settlement  of  the  land,  and  as  far  as  the  social 
and  moral  progress  of  the  people  are  concerned 
Victoria  leads  the  van ;  and  I  say  that,  to  my 
mind,  the  progress  and  prosperity  of  its  people 
arise  mainly  £rom  the  fact  that  tiiere  they  had 
fair  representation,  paid  members,  and  Pro- 
tection. And  who  have  carried  Protection  and 
cansed  the  prosperity  7  Who  have  conserved  the 
lights  of  the  people  ?  Who  have  said  the  land 
shall  be  for  the  people  7  The  men  who  have  been 
paid  a  fair  amount  for  their  services,  who  have 
been  honest  and  true  to  their  principles,  and  well 
earned  their  money;  and  the  colony  has  pro- 
gressed. I  say,  let  the  Parliament  of  New  Zea- 
land follow  this  example  and  do  what  is  right 
and  just,  and  then  New  Zealand  will  follow  in 
the  wake  of  Victoria,  and  be  what  it  should 
have  been  years  ago.  There  is  a  complete 
answer  to  the  allegation  made  that  in  the  past 
those  who  represented  the  people  of  New  Zea- 
land on  small  pay  have  provided  the  colony 
with  the  advantages  that  New  Zealand  enjoys. 
With  the  large  expenditure  of  loans  and  public 
moneys  New  Zealand  hafi  bad,  it  says  very  little 
for  those  who,  on  small  pay,  were  legislating 
and  administering  for  the  Colony  of  New  Zea- 
land. There  is  another  phase  of  the  question  : 
I  have  often  heard  it  said  in  this  House  that 
we  should  not  have  retrospective  legislation. 
But  I  say  this  is  retrospective  legislation. 
When  the  present  members  of  this  House  were 
elected  the  law  was  that  each  new  member 
should  receive  £210  for  the  session,  and  £105, 
this  being  the  second  session,  as  far  as  old  mem- 
bers were  concerned.  There  was  a  contract  in 
existence,  and  on  that  contract  the  electors 
returned  members.  I  ask  the  House  plainly 
if,  when  the  electors  were  voting  for  mem- 
bers, they  were  voting  that  those  members 
shonld  vote  for  an  alteration  of  the  law;  and 
I  say  it  is  no  reason,  because  any  member 
in  this  Honse  might  have  given  a  pledge  of 
individual  action,  that  he  should  be  a  party 
to  retrospective  legislation,  and  do  wrong  to 
to  those  who  are  in  this  Parliament,  and  who 
were  clearly  within  their  rights  under  the 
law  as  it  existed.  I  bring  this  to  the  recol- 
lection of  the  Honse :  Previously  when  a  re- 
duction was  made,  in  1880,  when  the  salaries  of 
the  Civil  servants  were  reduced  by  10  per  cent., 
the  honorarium  was  reduced  to  the  same  extent, 
and  soon  afterwards,  when  prosperity  had  again 
^wned,  and  even,  I  believe,  before  it  bad  fairly 
dawned,  the  result  was  that  the  10-per-oent, 
tednction  was  made  good  to  the  Civil  servants  ; 
but  nothing  was  made  good  to  members  of  this 
House.  Now,  whilst  we  are  going  in  for  re- 
trenchment blindfold  in  the  rest  of  the  service — 
for  the  Government  ask  us  to  leave  it  in  their 
hands,  and  we  do  not  know  to  what  extent  it 
may  be  carried,  or  even  if  any  reduction  will  be 
made — we  are  making  this  certain  sacrifice  of 
the  amount  payable  to  ourselves.  To  my  mind, 
that  is  not  a  businesslike  way  of  proceeding; 
but  I  say  this  in  support  of  the  amendment : 
that  by  it  we  are  placing  ourselves  in  the  same 
position  as  we  are  placing  our  Civil  servants  in, 
becanse  I  am  certain  that  as  goon  as  the  colony 
leooveiB  its  financial  position,  so  surely  shall 


we  find  whatever  we  now  take  from  the  Civil 
servants  restored,  or  more  than  restored.  That 
has  always  been  the  case.  I  recollect  when 
the  same  thing  occurred  in  Victoria,  when, 
after  their  Black  Wednesday,  when  a  large 
part  of  the  Civil  Service  was  discharged,  in 
two  or  three  years,  when  prosperity  returned, 
the  expenditure  went  up  again.  So  it  will  be 
here ; — I  am  as  positive  of  it  as  I  am  that  I 
am  addressing  the  House  at  this  moment. 
Under  these  circumstances  I  can  see  no  reason 
why  we  should  alter  the  law.  What  I  think 
would  meet  the  case  would  be  the  tentative 
measure  I  propose,  to  reduce  the  honorarium 
this  year ;  and  next  yeeir,  if  we  find  the  depres- 
sion is  not  removed,  and  the  circumstances  of 
the  colony  demand  a  still  further  sacrifice,  then 
let  us  make  it.  As  compared  with  the  £210 
paid  hero,  take  the  amounts  paid  in  Victoria 
and  in  Queensland ;  and  I  would  ask  honour- 
able members  to  compare  the  position  of  mem- 
bers here  with  the  position  of  members  in  Vic- 
toria. In  Melbourne  nearly  every  member  con 
return  to  his  home  after  each  sitting,  because 
all  the  railways  in  the  colony  converge  on  one 
point ;  the  few,  representing  the  most  distant 
electorates,  who  cannot  return  to  their  homes 
daily,  can  do  so  two  or  three  times  a  week. 
But  here  honourable  members  are  absent  from 
their  homes  on  an  average  at  least  three 
months  in  the  year  —  this  year  they  will  be 
away  nearly  seven  months  for  the  two  sessions ; 
and,  taking  all  the  expenses  directly  and  in- 
directly incurred,  I  undertake  to  say  there 
is  no  member  of  the  House  who  is  not 
a  heavy  loser.  If,  in  the  face  of  the  heavy 
present  loss,  honourable  members  are  pre- 
pared, as  I  believe  they  are,  to  make  a  still 
further  tentative  sacrifice  such  as  that  men- 
tioned in  the  amendment,  it  is  as  much  as 
the  country  con  expect  of  them.  I  am  not 
one  who  believe  in  cheap  services.  There  is 
not  a  single  honourable  member  here  whO) 
having  a  servant  or  a  workman  or  an  em- 
ployi  of  any  sort  who  was  doing  his  duty 
faithfully  and  fearlessly,  and  proving  himself 
capable  in  doing  it,  would  go  in  and  reduce  his 
salary :  it  is  the  last  thing  any  one  who  had 
any  knowledge  of  employment  or  labour  in  any 
capacity  would  think  of  doing.  And  do  you 
mean  to  tell  me  that  the  electors  of  New  Zea- 
land are  devoid  of  intelligence,  and  that  they 
do  not  know  full  well  that  they  get  good  value  7 
If  you  put  it  as  a  test  question  at  the  ballot- 
box,  they  would  tell  you,  the  thing  being  fairly 
and  clearly  explained,  that  £210 — the  amount 
now  fixed  by  law — is  not  too  much.  There 
may  be  some  parts  of  the  colony  where  you  could 
find  candidates  offering  to  serve  the  electors  in 
Parliament  for  nothing — offering  to  dischargs 
8bll  the  duties  of  a  representative,  and  charge 
the  colony  nothing  for  their  services.  But 
there  are  parts  of  the  colony  where,  if  such  an 
offer  were  made,  the  intelligence  of  the  electors 
would  say,  "  We  certainly  believe  you  would, 
but  that,  while  we  should  not  directly  have  to 
pay  you,  we  should  indirectly  have  to  pay  yon 
double  money."  If  such  a  person  were  to 
proffer  his  services  on  the  West  Coast  to  any 
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of  the  intelligent  eleotorg  of  that  part  of  the 
colony  I  am  positive  the  anawei  would  be, 
"  You  are  too  cheap  at  the  price.  We  will  not 
have  you." 

Mr.  MONK.— Too  honest  for  them. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— I  am  afraid  I  should  not 
look  northward  for  honesty,  particnlarly  to 
Waitemata.  Honesty  is  sold  to  party  in  that 
part  of  the  country ; — four  honest  men  from  that 
part  of  the  country  sold  themselves  in  this 
House  for  a  quarter  of  a  million  of  money  a 
few  years  ago.  If  that  is  honesty  we  on  the 
West  Coast  say  we  will  have  none  of  it  — 
we  do  not  want  men  who  can  be  bought  for 
roads  and  bridges  or  personal  gain.  It  is  quite 
possible,  and  I  believe  it  is  the  case,  that  there 
are  parts  of  New  Zealand,  and  not  one  hundred 
miles  from  Waitemata,  which  have  sent  to 
this  House  not  representatives,  but  delegates, 
whose  votes  are  not  their  own,  but  who  must 
vote  at  their  master's  call.  Sir,  I  put  this  to 
the  Government :  whether,  in  the  existing  state 
of  aSairs,  it  would  not  be  well  to  accept  the 
amendment,  which  I  hope  they  will  do.  It 
must  be  apparent  to  the  Premier  that  to  force 
this  Bill  through,  under  existing  circumstances, 
will  be  a  matter  of  some  time.  I  believe  that 
there  are  other  matters  of  far  greater  import- 
ance, and  by  which  the  colony  will  be  a  greater 
gainer  if  this  Bill  be  postponed  to  aUow  of 
their  becoming  law.  And  I  would  put  it  to  the 
Premier — and  I  believe  his  answer  would  be  in 
the  afSrmative  if  he  could  speak  conscientiously 
upon  the  subject — tbat,  looking  at  his  previous 
action  in  supporting  the  payment  at  £210  for 
years,  he  is  now  bringing  it  down  to  £150 
merely  as  a  matter  of  expediency.  I  say,  as 
it  is  being  done  as  a  matter  of  expediency, 
let  us  allow  the  law  to  remain  as  it  is,  and  then 
gimply  reduce  the  amount  payable  when  the 
estimates  are  brought  down. 

Major  ATKINSON. — It  does  not  come  down 
on  the  estimates  at  all. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— The  Premier  knows  that 
that  could  very  well  be  arranged.  We  can  vote 
the  money  on  the  supplementary  estimates, 
and  the  present  law  can  be  suspended. 

Major  ATKINSON.— Only  by  Act. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— I  am  quite  willing,  if  the 
Premier  will  adopt  that  course,  to  have  the  Act 
■nspended.  That  is  really  what  the  amend- 
ment is,  in  so  many  words.  Let  us  suspend  the 
Act  until  we  find  that  the  affairs  of  the  colony 
are  on  a  better  footing ;  but  let  us  retain 
the  Act  as  it  is  at  the  present  time.  Going 
into  the  details  of  the  question,  some  honour- 
able members  are  in  favour  of  making  a  dis- 
tinction between  members  of  this  House  and 
members  of  the  Legislative  Council ;  but  I,  for 
one,  am  of  opinion  that  in  that  Chamber  the 
eople  ehould  be  represented.  If  you  are  to 
lave  no  one  in  that  Chamber  except  the  repre- 
sentatives of  the  wealthier  classes,  the  result 
will  be  that  any  measure  passed  by  the  repre- 
sentatives of  the  people  in  this  Chamber  will 
be  vetoed  in  the  other  Chamber.  I  say  that 
there  are  gentlemen  in  that  Chamber  who  are 
not  men  of  means,  but  have  faithfully  served 
the  country,  and  done  their  duty  as  colonists. 
Mr.Seddon 


I' 
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Is  it  to  be  said  that,  because  they  are  now 
in  that  Chamber,  they  are  not  to  have  that 
pay  which  will  meet  their  expenses  or  enable 
them  to  maintain  themselves  as  they  should 
maintain  themselves  during  the  session?  I 
will  be  no  party  to  anything  of  the  sort.  This 
Bill  makes  the  difference  too  great:  £50  for 
a  session  is  too  small  an  amount.  The 
almonnt  now  fixed  by  law  is  by  no  means  too 
much.  If  this  Bill  goes  into  Committee  and 
an  amendment  of  that  nature  is  proposed  I 
shall  object  to  it;  and  I  say,  in  conclusion, 
that  there  is  no  necessity  whatever  for  legisla- 
tion on  the  subject.  If  this  amendment  is  car- 
ried, it  will  be  an  expression  of  opinion  on  the 
part  of  the  House  that  a  reduction  should  b« 
made,  but  that  the  reduction  should  be  of  a 
tentative  kind. 

Colonel  FRASER.— The  honourable  member 
for  Ponsonby  states  that  he  comes  from  a  part 
of  the  colony  where  the  electors  are  unanimotuly 
of  the  opinion  that  there  should  be  a  reduction 
in  the  honorarium.  Well,  I  come  from  a  part 
of  the  country  not  fifty  miles  from  where  he 
comes  from,  and  my  constituents  have  no 
such  desire.  I  came  to  this  House  free  and 
untranamelled,  to  vote  as  I  pleased,  but  rather 
inclined  to  think  that  the  honorarium  should  be 
retained  at  its  present  rate,  because  I  considered 
.that  the  reduction  of  the  honorarium  would,  in 
a  great  measure,  reduce  the  selection  offered 
to  the  people.  But  I  did  come  to  this  House 
pledged  to  assist  in  the  reduction  of  the  num- 
ber of  members  of  the  House,  and  that  pledge  I 
shall  keep  in  every  possible  way.  However,  as 
Ministers  have  shown  that  they  are  in  earnest 
by  making  the  reduction  in  their  own  salaries, 
I  do  not  think  it  would  be  wise  on  the  part  of 
the  House  not  to  follow  their  example,  and 
therefore  I  shall  vote  for  the  second  reading  of 
the  Bill,  more  particularly  on  account  of  the 
present  depression  ;  and  I  must  say  that  there 
is  nothing  in  the  measures  at  present  introduced 
by  Ministers  at  all  likely  to  ameliorate  the  dis- 
tress now  prevailing.  I  fear,  therefore,  that  the 
reduction  which  we  are  now  making  will  not  be 
of  a  temporary  character,  but  of  a  permanent 
character,  imless  some  better  measures  than 
those  before  us  are  brought  forward.  I  shaJl 
therefore  support  the  Bill. 

Major  STEWARD.— I  only  wish  to  say  a  few 
words  in  explanation  of  the  vote  that  I  shall 
give  on  this  Bill.  I  agree  with  those  honour- 
able, gentlemen  who  have  expressed  the  view 
tbat  the  amount  of  honorarium  at  present 
authorised  to  be  paid  by  statute  is,  from  the 
broad,  liberal,  and  democratic  point  of  view,  not 
by  any  means  too  high ;  but,  Sir,  we  have  to 
recognise  that  the  colony  has  fallen  upon  evil 
times,  and  that  the  circumstances  at  present  do 
not  enable  us  to  carry  out  all  things  we  think 
desirable;  and,  as  retrenchment  is  to  be  carried 
out  in  all  the  departments  of  the  public  ser- 
vice, I  conceive  that  we  cannot  consistently  or 
with  any  good  grace  put  in  force  such  retrench- 
ment measures  as  are  necessary  without  onr- 
selves  submitting  to  come  under  this  unplea- 
stknt  operation.  Though,  therefore,  I  entirely 
concur  with  those  honourable  gentlemen  who. 
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roeakiiig  from  the  liberal  standpoint,  think 
there  ought  to  be  a  substantial  sum  paid  to 
members  of  this  House,  still  I  recognise  that 
the  circumstances  at  the  present  time  are  such 
that  what  we  desire  cannot  be  carried  out. 
Therefore  I  shall  vote  with  Ministers  in  favour 
of  the  Bill  they  have  brought  down.  But  I  am 
still  of  the  opinion  which  I  expressed  in  the 
disoossion  on  the  Financial  Statement,  that  a 
better  course  would  have  been  to  have  brought 
down  a  Bill  suspending  the  operation  of  the 
Parliamentary  Honorarium  and  Privileges  Act 
during  the  period  of  the  present  Parliament. 
Then  we  should  not  have  interfered  with  the 
operation  of  the  Act  sis  regards  our  successors, 
and  those  who  are  to  be  elected  at  next  elec- 
tion would  have  the  same  option  and  right  that 
we  have  as  regards  the  honorarium. 

An  Hon.  Meubeb. — So  they  will  have,  what- 
ever we  do. 

Major  STEWARD.  — But,  necessarily,  they 
will  have  to  pa.ss  a  Bill ;  whereas  if  the  course 
I  recommend  were  adopted  there  would  be  no 
necessity  for  passing  any  Bill  at  all.  I  think 
th&t  if  the  honourable  member  for  Kumara 
were  to  move  an  amendment  in  that  direction 
in  Committee  he  would  be  more  likely  to  be 
saccessfol  than  he  is  in  bringing  down  this 
resolution,  which  will  be  taken,  whatever  it  may 
mean,  as  traversing  the  proposals  of  the  Oo- 
vemment.  I  am  glad  to  hoar  that  the  honour- 
able gentleman  who  leads  the  opposition  will 
support  a  clause  in  Committee  limiting  the 
duration  of  che  Bill  to  the  present  Parliament. 
If  he  moves  a  clause  of  that  kind  I  shall  cer- 
tainly vote  for  it,  and  if  he  does  not  I  shall  be 
disposed  to  move  such  an  amendment  myself. 
It  u  quite  sufficient  to  legislate  for  ourselves 
in  this  matter,  without  attempting  to  bind 
other  Parliaments. 

Captain  BUSSELL. — Sir,  it  is  possible  for  a 
man  to  have  too  much  of  a  good  thing,  even  of 
the  honourable  member  for  Kumara,  who  is  "  a 
very  good  thing,"  but  it  was  with  unexpected 

Cuure  that  I  listened  to  him  to  night.  He 
a  scheme  for  rescuing  the  colony  from  the 
depression  into  which  it  has  fallen,  a  scheme 
better,  I  venture  to  believe,  than  even  that 
scheme  which  the  honourable  member  for 
Christchurch  North  has  bottled  up  and  will 
not  produce  to  the  House.  The  honourable 
gentleman  tells  us  how  grandly  Victoria  has 
progressed  in  the  past  because  honourable  mem- 
Dera  were  paid  £300  a  year.  Well,  Sir,  if  we 
are  to  argue  from  his  text  we  may  fairly  be- 
lieve that  we  have  but  to  quadruple  the  honora- 
rium now,  and,  instead  of  having  a  deficiency 
— as  he  tells  us  we  have  —  of  £300,000,  we 
should  probably  find  at  the  end  of  this 
financial  year  that  we  had  a  very  large  surplus 
indeed.  Now,  it  seems  to  me  that  the  whole 
question  resolves  itself  into  this  :  Could  we,  for 
the  honorarium  proposed  in  the  Bill,  get  as  good 
members  as  we  have  at  the  present  time  1  If 
so,  why  should  we  not  reduce  the  honorarium  ? 
There  is,  of  course,  but  one  member  for  Kumara ; 
and  I  venture  to  say  that  they  will  never  get 
snch  another  if  Kumara  is  represented  in  this 
Honse  for  a  thousand  years.    I  do  not  venture 


to  compare  him  with  other  members  of  this 
House.  I  have  no  doubt  he  is  worth  double 
any  honorarium  that  will  ever  be  paid  to  him. 
But,  as  for  myself  and  other  humhle  members 
of  this  House,  it  would  be,  I  can  quite  believe, 
easy  to  get  our  places  filled  by  men  just  ag 
good  as  ourselves  if  the  honorarium  were  im- 
mediately reduced.  With  regard  to  the  honour- 
able member  for  Pamell,  he  ventured  just  now 
to  tell  us  what  the  Premier  thinks  and  what 
the  Premier  knows.  He  also  ventured  to  tell 
the  House  that  I  was  in  favour  of  abolishing  the 
honorarium  and  restricting  the  qualification  to 
a  property  vote.  Well,  it  seems  to  me  that  the 
honourable  gentleman,  judging  by  the  nume- 
rous speeches  he  inflicts  upon  you,  knows  every- 
thing except  how  to  discreetly  bold  his  tongue. 
I,  Sir,  have  never  been  in  favour  of  abolishing 
the  honorarium,  nor  have  I  ever  been  in  favour 
of  restricting  the  votes  to  a  property  qualifica- 
tion ;  but  I  do  believe  that  a  system  of  payment 
of  large  sums  of  money  to  members  of  this 
House  is  a  fatal  and  radical  mistake,  and  that 
it  is  not  in  the  interests  of,  nor  would  promote, 
true  democracy:  I  believe,  if  anything,  it 
would  do  rather  the  reverse.  I  may  be  told 
that  unless  we  hod  payment  of  members  the 
poorer  men  could  never  come  up  to  this 
House.  That  theory  is  correct,  and  for  that 
reason  I  should  be  the  last  to  say.  Do  not 
pay  a  man  such  a  sum  as  would  enable  him  to 
come  here.  But,  if  you  argue  that  it  is  the 
poorest  class  that  are  to  come  up,  and  that  the 
honorarium  is  to  be  sufficient  to  enable  them 
to  do  so,  then  I  contend  that  the  sum  of  £100 
is  amply  sufficient  for  all  purposes.  We  are 
engaged  here  year  after  year  for,  in  round 
numbers,  about  three  months.  One  hundred 
days,  I  believe,  would  be  found  to  be  in  excess 
of  the  number  of  the  days  of  the  session ;  and 
will  any  person  contend  that  for  the  sum  of 
£100  you  cannot  be  amply  provided  for  in  the 
best  hotels,  and  have  plenty  of  pocket-money 
for  the  little  et-ceteraa  which  are  found  neces- 
sary? 

An  Hon.  Mgmbeb. — No. 

Captain  RUSSELL.  —  Well,  then,  the 
honourable  gentleman  must  bo  more  extrava- 
gant than  most  people.  I  do  not  see  how  it 
is  possible  for  any  one,  for  the  fair  necessaries 
of  life,  to  spend  more  than  that.  Of  course  you 
may  spend  more  than  that :  you  may  buy  dia- 
mond-rings or  any  other  luxuries ;  but  I  do  say 
that  for  all  that  is  absolutely  essential  for  one's 
comfort  a  pound  a  day  is  more  than  sufficient. 
The  honourable  member  for  Christchurch  North 
said  that  this  duration-principle  was  false, — 
that  if  you  give  payment  by  the  day  it  would 
be  a  false  principle.  I  admit  that ;  but  surely 
any  practical,  common -sense  business  -  metn 
ought  to  look  hack  upon  the  parliamentary 
history  of  the  country  and  see  how  many  days 
Parliament  has  ordinarily  been  in  session,  and, 
if  he  finds  that,  during  a  period  of  twenty 
years.  Parliament  has  not  sat  for  more  than  a 
hundred  days  a  year,  we  have  a  right,  surely, 
to  assume  that  our  duties  will  not  exceed  a 
hundred  days  in  future.  I  hope  and  believe 
that  our  duties  will   not  exceed  a  hundred 
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days :  and  under  those  oircnmstances  £100 
is  ample.  Beverting  agckin,  for  an  instant, 
to  the  question  of  the  poor  man,  the  honour- 
able member  for  Ashburton  vras  perfectly  right 
when  he  said  it  was  a  question  of  payment 
of  members.  People  toaj  draw  fine  distinc- 
tions between  an  honorarium  and  payment, 
but,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  the  honorarium 
is  actually  payment.  With  the  honourable 
member  for  Christchurch  North,  I  do  not 
think  we  should  place  all  power  in  the  hands 
of  privileged  classes  ;  and,  on  the  other  hand,  I 
do  not  think  we  should  pay  men  such  sums  of 
money  as  would  create  a  professional  pohtician 
class,  emd  I  believe  that  by  increasing  the 
honoraria  we  should  induce  a  professional 
politician  class  to  come  here.  It  is  all  very 
well  to  say  that  you  must  pay  men  for 
coming  to  ParUament;  but  I  contend,  how- 
ever conservative  people  may  deem  it,  that 
unless  a  man  has  a  certain  degree  of  independ- 
ence he  bos  no  right  to  come  up  to  Parlia- 
ment ;  and  I  will  state  why.  Every  man  owes 
his  duty  first  of  all  to  his  wife  and  family ; 
and  if  he,  being  an  artisan,  comes  up  to 
Parliament  and  sits  many  years  in  Parlia- 
ment he  thereby  ceases  to  be  an  artisan.  He 
cannot  return  at  the  end  of  six,  seven,  or  ton 
years  and  take  his  place  amongst  his  fellow- 
artisans  ;  he  has  been  unfitted  for  it,  because 
he  has  disused  his  trade  for  many  years.  Very 
well.  Then,  this  would  happen :  After  such  a 
man  had  been  a  member  for  some  years,  some 
great  wave  of  popular  feeling  would  come, 
which  very  likely  might  be  prejudicial,  and  is 
directly  contrary  to  his  convictions.  What,  in 
such  a  case,  is  he  to  do  7  He  knows  that  at  home 
he  has  a  wife  and  family,  and  that  if  he  is  turned 
out  of  his  seat  in  Parliament  they  will  be  abso- 
solutely  penniless.  Will  not  the  inducement 
to  that  man  to  sacrifice  conscience  and  to  vote 
contrary  to  what  he  believes  to  be  for  the 
good  of  the  country  be  almost  on  imperative 
necessity  ?  It  will  be  so ;  and  almost  every 
man,  when  he  is  placed  in  such  a  posi- 
tion, having  to  judge  between  the  material 
comforts  of  his  family  and  the  good  of  the 
country,  would  let  the  country  go  to  the  dogs, 
and  see  that  his  family  is  properly  provided 
for.  I  say,  therefore,  tlmt  we  have  no  right 
to  induce  men  to  abandon  their  handicraft  by 
offering  two  or  three  hundred  pounds  a  year, 
when  we  know  that  the  day  will  come — as  it 
will  come  to  every  one  of  as  here  sooner  or 
later — when,  perhaps,  for  having  done  our 
duty,  but  at  the  same  time  having  run  con- 
trary to  popular  opinion,  we  shall  be  re- 
jected by  our  constituencies ;  for  such  men, 
it  seems  to  me,  if  they  have  nothing  else 
to  live  upon,  must  then  become  pensioners 
upon  the  State,  or  see  those  who  are  depen- 
dent upon  them  going  without  the  neces- 
saries of  life.  To  induce  men  who  have  not 
an  independence,  or  men  without  a  profession 
to  which  they  can  return,  to  become  members 
of  Parliament  is  a  great  mistake  indeed,  and 
is  not  in  the  interests  of  themselves  or  of  true 
democracy.  It  has  been  said,  and  said,  it 
seems  to  me,  with  good  reason,  that  we  should 
Captain  RuiseU 


reduce  the  honorarium  before  we  reduce  the 
payment  of,  or  discharge.  Civil  servants ;  that 
it  would  be  very  unjust  to  those  men  who  maJce 
their  living  by  serving  the  country  to  reduce 
their  salaries  or  discharge  them  whilst  we  here 
do  not  reduce  our  honorarium,  but  receive 
the  full  amount  that  we  received  before.  I 
believe  that  it  is  of  great  importance  that 
we  should  reduce  the  honorarium,  because 
the  feeling  does  exist  in  the  breasts  of 
many  honourable  members  that  it  would  be 
unjust  to  endeavour  to  bring  about  serious  re- 
ductions in  the  Government  service  so  long 
as  they  do  not  touch  their  own  honorarium ; 
and  if  we  do  not  reduce  our  honorarium  we 
shall  not  go  in  for  true  retrenchment :  but 
the  instant  we  feel  we  have  done  our  duty  to 
the  country  in  tbat  respect  we  shall  be  able 
to  take  up  a  standpoint  from  which  we  shall 
be  able  to  do  to  others  what  we  have  already 
done  for  ourselves.  I  disapprove  of  that  por- 
tion of  the  Bill  which  makes  a  difference  be- 
tween members  of  the  Legislative  Council  and 
members  of  the  House  of  Representatives.  As 
was  said  by  the  honourable  member  for  Ka- 
mara,  we  do  not  want  the  Legislative  Coun- 
cil to  represent  wealth  any  more  than  we 
want  it  to  consist  of  pensioners.  There  are 
many  men  in  this  colony  who  are  more  de- 
serving of  seats  in  the  Legislative  Council  than 
are  many  of  the  members  who  are  elected  by 
the  people  to  the  House  of  Bepresentatives, 
and  these  people  would  never  be  elected,  be- 
cause they  have  not  the  popular  knack  of  ad- 
dressing large  audiences,  or  going  round,  hait 
in  hand,  and  making  love  to  their  constituents. 
For  all  that,  many  of  these  men  have  great 
deliberative  power,  though  they  have  not  the 
gift  of  popular  oratory,  and  those  are  the 
men  I  should  like  to  see  put  into  the  Council 
—  men  of  science,  perchance,  who  have  not 
been  seeking  popular  favour.  We  want  such 
men  there,  but  I  do  not  want  to  see  rich 
men  there.  Therefore  the  members  of  the 
Legislative  Council  should  have  exactly  the 
same  remuneration  as  members  of  the  Lower 
House.  What  I  fear  in  this  clause  of  the  Bill  is 
that,  after  reducing  the  honorarium  of  the 
Legislative  Councillors,  in  a  short  time  the 
question  would  come  up  again,  and  their  hono- 
rarium would  be  reduced  still  further ;  and  the 
day  would  soon  come  when — as  I  have  heard 
many  honourable  gentlemen  outside  urge  — 
payment  of  the  Legislative  Councillors  would 
be  withdrawn  altogether ;  and  that,  I  believe, 
would  be  absolutely  fatal  to  the  Legislative 
Council,  and  injurious  in  the  last  degree  to  the 
colony.  I  can  imagine  that  such  lea)ders  of  the 
populai  party  as  I  have  known  in  the  past 
would  get  upon  the  platforms  throughout  the 
colony,  and  inveigh  in  most  eloquent  and  bril- 
liant language  against  the  monopoly  of  power 
conferred  upon  those  irresponsible  gentlemen 
who  sit  in  the  Legislative  Council ;  and  it 
would  be  said  that,  as  they  sat  absolutely  with- 
out any  pay  at  all,  they  did  so,  as  it  has  already 
been  suggested  the  richer  men  would  do  in  this 
House,  to  serve  their  own  selfish  interests  only. 
I  can  imagine  large  audiences  in  all  parts  of 
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the  colony  would  be  told  that ;  and  this  would 
be  the  first  step  towards  the  destruction  of 
oni  Constitution.  I  hope  that  in  Committee 
that  part  of  the  Bill  will  be  materially  altered  ; 
and  I  should  also  like  to  see  the  sum  of  £150  to 
be  paid  to  members  of  the  House  of  Bepre- 
sentatives  reduced  to  £100,  because  I  can  see 
no  reason  why  the  £50  should  be  paid  as  ex- 
penses. Everybody  must  admit  thai  there  is  a 
considerable  amount  of  money  spent  at  elec- 
tions ;  hut  that  is  no  argument  which  can  be 
brought  forward  in  this  House.  We  have  the 
most  stringent  Corrupt  Practices  Act,  and  that 
was  prepared  with  the  idea  of  diminishing  the 
election  expenses;  and,  if  any  honourable  mem- 
ber contesta  an  election  absolutely  within  the 
four  comers  of  that  Act,  I  am  convinced  that 
this  £50  for  expenses  will  not  be  necessary  to 
him  at  all. 

An  Hon.  Mejibeb. — Ko. 

Captain  RUSSELL. — The  honourable  mem- 
ber may  say  "  Ko,"  but  I  maintain  that  that  is 
so ;  and  that  in  many  instances  this  hiring  of 
halls  smd  various  other  things  that  members 
do  is  an  indirect  if  not  a  direct  form  of  bribery. 

An  Hon.  Member. — What  about  advertise- 
ments? 

Captain  EUSSELL.— Well,  it  is  a  very  dan- 
gerous thing  to  say  a  word  against  the  Press ; 
but  if  ever  there  was  an  engine  of  extortion  and 
an  engine  of  bribery,  commend  me  to  the  Press 
of  New  Zealand.  I  believe  that  the  amount 
extracted  by  the  newspapers  in  the  shape  of 
election  advertisements  is  four  or  five  times 
their  worth.  I  have  now  said  all  I  had  to  say 
in  favour  of  the  Bill.  I  have  no  hesitation  in 
saying  that  some  payment  of  members  is  just 
and  reasonable ;  but  to  pay  such  a  sum  as 
would  induce  people  to  come  to  Parliament 
and  make  a  living  of  it  to  the  prejudice  of  the 
ordinary  vocations  they  followed  before  would 
be  a  fatal  mistake,  and  one  that  would  not  be 
in  the  interests  of  true  democracy. 

Sir  J.  VOGEL. — I  have  spoken  before  the 
honourable  gentleman  who  spoke  last,  and  I 
shall  leave  it  to  other  gentlemen  who  follow  to 
criticize  his  speech.  I  fairly  congratulate  him 
upon  the  courage  with  which  he  has  expressed 
bis  opinions — opinions  so  contrary,  I  believe, 
to  the  opinions  which  prevail  throughout  the 
country.  If  I  understood  the  honourable 
gentleman  rightly,  it  nearly  all  comes  back  to 
this :  that  his  idea  is  that  representatives  are 
most  likely  to  be  good  in  proportion  to  their 
not  having  the  knack  of  making  themselves 
popular.  If  that  is  so,  I  think  we  should  put 
an  end  at  once  to  the  representative  system  of 
Government.  I  do  not  wish  to  detain  the 
House,  but  I  would  say  that  I  cannot  support 
the  amendment  of  the  honourable  member 
for  Eumara ;  but  if  the  honourable  gentleman 
will  move  an  amendment  to  this  efiect :  That 
it  is  not  desirable  to  proceed  with  the  Bill 
this  session,  as  the  economy  which  it  will 
effect  falls  entirely  upon  the  new  members 
and  the  members  of  the  Legislative  Council, 
and  that  it  will  therefore  be  better  to 
propose  next  session  a  measure  fairly  aSect- 
tng  all  members,  I  should  support   such  an 


amendment.  Clearly,  we  are  not  entitled  to 
single  out  the  new  members  for  economical 
purposes  only ;  and,  if  it  were,  we  should  not 
stop  short  of  doing  the  thing  entirely,  simply 
saying  that  new  members  should  receive  no 
honorarium  at  all.  If  there  is  any  principle 
in  singling  them  out  for  deduction,  I  do  not  see 
why  it  should  stop  short  half-way.  It  appears 
to  me  that,  in  singling  out  the  new  members, 
this  Bill  is  unjust,  and  that  otherwise  the 
measure  effects  no  economy  whatever.  I  think 
it  would  be  better  to  postpone  legislation  till 
next  session,  when  we  should  be  able  to  deal 
with  all  members  on  an  equal  footing.  There 
will  be  great  difficulty  in  dealing  with  the 
question  this  session,  because  of  there  being 
new  and  old  members.  There  is  one  nut  you 
will  have  to  crack,  and  a  very  hard  one.  I 
think  it  will  give  you  many  a  headache  before 
you  come  to  a  conclusion  on  it ;  and  that  is, 
there  is  one  gentleman  who  was  a  member  for 
a  Middle  Island  constituency,  but  who  is  now 
a  member  for  a  Wellington  district,  and  yoa 
will  have  to  cut  him  into  pieces.  I  am  at  a 
loss  to  imderstand  how  it  can  be  done ;  it  will 
be  a  very  difficult  process.  I  think  it  would  be 
better  to  deal  with  this  question  next  session. 
I  will  not  move  an  amendment ;  but  if  the 
honourable  member  for  Kumara  feels  inclined 
to  do  this  I  will  support  it. 

Sir  G.  GREY. — Sir,  I  look  upon  the  proposal 
now  made  to  us  as  involving  a  great  constitu- 
tional question,  one  which  cannot  be  shut  up  in 
one  sheet  of  paper  in  the  manner  in  which  it  is 
here.  This  appears  to  me  to  be  part  of  a  pro- 
ceeding to  which  I  cannot  apply  the  name  of 
policy.  It  seems  to  me  to  be  nibbling  all  round 
at  everything  upon  no  plan  whatever.  There  is 
no  greatness  of  design  visible  in  any  part  of  the 
measures  now  brought  before  us.  If  there  ia 
one  plan  at  all,  it  appears  to  me  that  the  plan 
is  this :  to  destroy  every  portion  of  liberty  that 
has  been  gained  within  the  past  few  years,  to 
abolish  everything  that  has  been  done  in  the 
direction  of  freedom,  and  to  set  up  a  state  of 
things  which  I  believe  none  of  us  wish  to  see 
restored.  In  the  first  place  we  gained  a  great 
deal  in  reference  to  the  lands  of  the  colony. 
Some  effort  has  been  made  to  obtain  land  for 
the  people — I  admit,  not  very  well  or  very 
wisely,  or  upon  a  broad  scale.  In  fact,  I  cannot 
approve  of  it  as  a  general  measure  at  all ;  but 
the  effort  has  been  made  to  obtain  land  for  the 
people,  and  yet  wo  have  before  us  now  a  Land 
Bill  which  I  look  upon  as  perfectly  retrogressive. 
I  con  look  upon  it  in  no  other  way.  There  we 
are  about,  I  think,  to  retreat  from  what  we  have 
done,  and  to  go  bock  to  what  I  regard  as  a 
vicious  system.  Then,  again,  a  very  strange 
proposal  in  point  of  fact  is  made  to  us.  All 
democratic  bodies  have  had  this  in  view  :  that 
payment  should  be  made  to  the  representatives 
of  the  people — and  in  most  cases  representsr- 
tives  of  the  people  are  in  both  Chambers,  and 
both  are  elected :  in  fact,  in  every  instance, 
so  that  they  may  represent  the  people,  an 
effort  has  been  made  to  determine  that  actual 
payment  shall  be  made  to  each  of  such  Cham- 
bers :  not  in  the  form  of  an  honorarium  to 
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be  given  {or  the  session,  vihioh  natuially  in- 
duces honourable  membeis  to  hurry  through 
the  session  as  quickly  as  possible  in  order  to 
get  home  with  as  much  honorarium  in  their 
pockets  OS  they  can  ;  but  it  is  payment  made 
throughout  the  year,  whether  Parliament  be 
Bitting  or  not.  That  is  the  plan  on  which 
payment  is  made  in  such  bodies.  Kow,  here 
we  have  still  the  honorarium  put  before  us : 
nothing  else.  Then,  what  proportion  does  that 
honorarium  bear  to  the  salary  paid  to  the  Go- 
vernor? In  the  United  States,  that  the  Presi- 
dent may  bear  no  very  elevated  position  as 
compared  with  the  representatives  of  the  people, 
the  nonorarium  paid  to  the  Senate  and  the 
House  of  Bepresentatives  is  made  equal,  and 
justly  so.  They  all  represent  the  people,  and 
the  amount  paid  to  the  members  of  each  House 
is  one-tenth  of  the  income  given  to  the  Presi- 
dent. But  here  what  are  you  going  to  do? 
Yon  have  determined  that  you  will  not  have 
an  elected  Governor,  but  that  a  man  shall  be 
brought  from  another  country,  and  you  at  once 
elevate  him  far  above  all  our  fellow-citizens  by 
giving  him  £5,000  a  year,  which  I  think  too 
mach.  If  you  gave  your  members  one-tenth 
of  his  income,  as  is  done  in  the  Unit-ed  States, 
you  would  have  to  give  them  £400  or  £500  a 
year;  but,  instead  of  doing  that,  you  put 
them  in  a  very  low  position  as  compared 
with  him.  That  is  wrong.  X  say  you  should 
regulate  all  this  on  some  fixed  principle,  and 
not  as  it  is  done  in  this  Bill.  I  regard  the  pro- 
posal hero  as  one  in  a  very  retrograde  direction. 
I  perfectly  admit  that  at  the  present  time 
every  one  should  make  some  sacrifice  to  meet 
the  necessities  of  the  country.  Let  us  all  there- 
fore, who  desire  to  make  that  sacrifice,  do  so, 
but  let  us  only  do  it  for  this  Parliament,  and 
do  not  let  us  pass  a  permanent  measure  of  a 
retrograde  character,  simply  to  get  rid  of  diffi- 
culty and  trouble,  simply  that  you  may  not 
embarrass  your  minds  with  conceptions  which 
appear  to  be  beyond  the  grasp  of  the  present 
Government.  Therefore,  so  for  as  it  depends 
on  me,  I  shall  try  to  confine  this  Bill  to  the 
present  time— I  will  not  say  this  session,  but 
this  Parliament.    Let  us,  if  we  do  bring  in  a 

feneral  measure,  do  it  on  some  fixed  principle. 
say  we  are  taking  a  retrograde  step  altogether. 
We  have  before  us  a  Bill  to  restore  Parlia- 
ments to  five  years'  duration.  That  is  brought 
in  by  a  friend  and  supporter  of  the  Govern- 
ment, with  what  assistance  from  them  I  can- 
sot  tell.  That  I  know  not ;  but  that  Bill  is 
before  as,  and  it  is  one  which  ^oes  in  a  totally 
retrograde  direction.  Then,  Sir,  what  further 
have  we  determined  ?  One  would  imagine,  from 
the  speeches  made  from  the  Government  benches 
on  this  measure,  that  all  the  steps  we  were 
taking  were  in  a  democratic  direction.  Is  it 
going  in  that  direction  that  we  are  giving 
millions  of  acres  of  land  for  the  construction  of 
a  railway,  and  bringing  foreign  companies  into 
the  country  under  circumstances  which  must 
impoverish  its  inhabitants  for  all  time  ?  Is  it  a 
march  in  a  forward  direction  to  say  this  7  You 
have  a  large  number  of  men  out  of  employ- 
ment, unable  to  obtain  work — in  &Mst,  reduced  to 
airG.ar$f 


a  state  I  can  hardly  contemplate  with  patience ; 
men  who  want  work ;  for  I  have  personal 
knowledge  that  even  in  this  town  a  man  has 
been  recently  seeking  work,  a  man  blest  wiUi 
health  and  strength,  and  ready  and  ajudoos 
to  do  work,  and  yet  obliged  to  abandon  this 
place  because  he  could  get  no  chance  of  work. 
Well,  when  yon  have  your  population  in  that 
state,  is  it  fair  to  say  to  them,  "  We  are  going 
to  make  over  two  and  a  quarter  millions  (rf 
acres  of  land  to  a  company  who  care  nothing 
whatever  for  you,  in  order  that  they  may 
construct  a  railway,  and  wo  intend  to  march 
you  up  to  the  district  where  that  is  to  be 
constructed,  without  choice ;  you  shall  go 
and  get  work  there  or  you  shall  have  no  work 
at  all,  and  unless  you  consent  to  that  you 
must  starve;  and  you  are  to  construct  that 
railway  from  your  own  land,  which  is  to  cease 
to  be  your  own  land  from  the  time  you  get 
there ;  you  shall  have  to  work  there  for  those 
who  are  foreigners,  and  for  whom  you  will 
render  the  land  of  four  or  five  times  the  valne  it 
is  now ;  and  when  the  railway  is  completed  it  is 
to  be  the  property  of  that  body,  and  the  land 
shall  be  taken  away  from  you  and  your  child- 
ren for  ever ;  and  unless  you  go  there  and  work 
for  these  people  you  muse  starve  "  ?  Is  that  a 
march  in  a  retrograde  direction  or  not  ?  I 
say  it  is  part  of  the  same  principle  that  the 
measure  now  proposed  by  the  Government  ia 
founded  on.  Then  I  go  a  degree  further.  I 
say  that  everything  is  retrograde  now.  I  take 
the  case  of  a  measure  lately  introduced  into 
the  House  which  was  to  have  thrown  open  a 
learned  profession  to  your  youth  at  large,  to 
have  given  them  a  chance  of  a  footing  in  it ; 
and  when  such  a  large  number  of  members — 
fifty-eight  I  think  it  was — voted  in  favour  of 
the  second  reading  and  were  anxious  to  have  it 
considered  in  Committee,  what  took  place? 
Virtually,  some  three  or  four  men,  by  their 
opposition,  were  allowed  to  prevent  it  going  on 
at  all ;  and  have  the  Government  made  any 
attempt  to  get  any  redress  for  that  wrong? 
Before  that  Bill  came  on  for  consideration  in 
Committee  I  besought  them  to  get  rid  of  the 
rule  which  prevented  new  business  from  being 
taken  after  half- past  twelve  ;  and  that  was  not 
done.  And  now  what  efforts  are  being  made 
in  these  times  of  depression,  when  men  can  get 
no  employment,  and  when  your  youths,  many 
of  them  highly  educated,  have  no  prospect 
before  them  ?  What  effort  is  made  to  throw 
open  the  portals  of  that  great  profession  to 
them  ?  They  are  shut  out  from  any  hope  of 
being  able  to  embark  in  the  legal  profession, 
and  I  say  no  justice  is  done  to  them  by  the 
Government  unless  they  insist  upon  that  laosr- 
sure  being  considered  by  the  House.  It  is 
their  duty  to  let  the  House  have  an  oppor- 
tunity of  doing  that  which  it  was  its  inten- 
tion to  do,  I  say,  in  every  instance,  out 
march  is  from  a  liberal  direction.  This  ques- 
tion of  a  grant  of  land  I  say  is  absolutely  a 
return  to  the  system  of  government  ^  great 
companies.  We  all  know  that  the  Premier 
was  really  always  an  advocate  of  those  great 
companies ;  that  no  other  man  has  ever  perhaps 
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oonaideied  so  much  theii  interest,  and  hsbS  so 
neglected  the  interest  of  the  people  at  large  in 
oomparison  with  that  of  companies,  as  the  pre- 
sent Premier  has  done ;  and,  undoubtedly,  the 
policy  of  the  present  time  is  likely  to  do  the 
same  thing,  and  to  continue  the  course  in  the 
fntoie  which  was  so  disastrous  to  us  in  the  past. 
Why,  therefore,  I  ask,  should  we  now  he  sisked 
to  do  this  great  injustice  to  the  people  of  New 
Zealand  that  it  is  to  be  a  permanent  law  that 
representatives  shall  not  be  paid  sufficient  for 
otainary  times  1    Why  should  we  be  lisked  to 
pass  a  law  which  will  s«y  that  the  representa- 
tives shall  not  be  paid  in  a  somewhat  fair  pro- 
portion to  the  salary  of  the  Governor  of  this 
oonntry  1    Why  be  asked  to  depart  from  rules 
which  other  nations  have  laid  down  as  proper 
rales  for  their  guidance  ?  There  was  no  necessity 
for  the  introduction  of  this  Bill ;  nor  ought  it 
to  have  been  introduced  until  we  first  had  settled 
what  the  number  of  inembers  of  this  House 
should  be.    I  leave  it  to  honourable  members 
to  say  whether,   strictly  spesiking,  justice  did 
not   require  that,  before  we  were  called  upon 
to  vote  what  sum  should  be  paid  to  mem- 
bers for  all   time  —  that   is,   as    far  as   our 
power  goes  in  making  a  permanent  law  —  we 
should  have   considered  what  the  number  of 
members  should  be  and  what  their  proportion 
to  the  population  of  the  country.    It  is  only 
with  that  knowledge  we  can  properly  decide 
this  question.    Oleaucly,  in  bringing  it  forward 
in  the  manner  it  has  been  done  the  same  line 
of  procedure  has  been  adopted  as  in  regard  to 
other  measures  this  session :  that  is,  it  is  some 
temporary  subterfuge,  with  the  object  of  making 
a  paring  here  and  a  paring  there,  without  con- 
sidering what  the  efiect  of  these  changes  would 
be  on  the  Constitution  of  the  colony  at  large. 
I  therefore  will  be  no  party  to  legislation  of 
the  I:ind  on  this  subject,  or  on  the  subject  of 
the  public  lands,  or  on  the  subject  of  the  con- 
stitution of  the  Legislative  Council — on  that 
especially,  because   I    am   sure    there  is  no 
honourable  member  here  who  does  not  feel 
that  if  we  enact  that  the  number  of  members 
of  the  Council   is  to  bo  fixed  without   any 
power  of  increasing  them,  and  they  are  to  be 
nominated  by  the  Ministry  of   the  day,  all 
freedom  and  liberty  of  legislation  is  gone.    No 
enemy  to  popular  freedom  could  devise  a  more 
deadly  measure  to  injure  the  interests  of  the 
country  at  large  than  the  measure  proposed  to 
ns  for  that  purpose  really  is.    I  feel  certain 
that  that  is  the  case;    and,  until  we  know 
whether  the  Coancil  is  to  be  a  representative 
Council  or  is  to  be  a  nominated  Council,  I  say 
we  ought  not  to  be  required  to  vote  what  pay- 
ment is,  by  a  new  permanent  law,  to  be  made 
to  its  members.    I  therefore  do  hope  honour- 
able gentlemen  will  not  consent  to  the  Bill 
passing  in  its  present  form  ;  but,  if  we  are — 
M  I  think  we  ought  to  do — to  make  a  self- 
■acrifice  commensurate  with  the  diiSculties  of 
the  position    and    the    present    impoverished 
state  of  the  country,  and  if  it  is  to  be  a  sacri- 
fice by  ourselves,  and  to  the  times,'  we  should 
(imply  pass  a  temporary  measure  to  lost  so 
long  as  this  Parliament  lasts,  and  without  try- 


ing to  bind  future  Parliaments ;  and  in  doing 

that  I  think  we  shall  be  best  doing  our  duty  to 
the  people  of  New  Zealand  and  to  ourselves. 
I  hope  honourable  gentlemen  will  follow  that 
course,  and  I  shall  do  my  best  to  see  it  carried 
out  in  every  possible  way. 

Mr.  W.  P.  REEVES.— It  was  said  of  a 
Koman  Emperor  who  succeeded  Nero  that  it 
was  very  easy  to  be  a  good  Emperor  after  Nero. 
I  would  use  the  converse  of  the  simile  and  say 
it  is  not  easy  to  speak  well  after  the  honourable 
member  for  Auckland  Central.  I  have  not 
only  the  misfortune  to  have  to  gain  the  ear  of 
the  House  after  him,  but  I  have  to  follow  two 
such  speakers  as  the  honourable  member  for 
Christchurch  North  and  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Uawke's  Bay.  I  can  only  plead  that  I 
shall  trespass  on  the  indulgence  of  the  Housa 
as  briefly  as  possible,  and  shall  compress  my 
remarks  into  less  compass  than  the  remarks 
of  any  of  those  three  honourable  gentlemen. 
The  honourable  member  for  Hawke's  Bay  has 
brought  me  to  my  feet  by  some  remarks  he 
made  on  the  Press  of  the  colony.  He  was  good 
enough  to  say  that  the  Press  was  a  gigantic 
instrument  of  extortion,  and  that  it  weighed 
especially  heavily  upon  public  men  at  elec- 
tions. But  he  appears  to  have  forgotten  that 
there  are  two  sides  to  every  question.  Who  is 
there  to  lift  up  his  voice  for  a  Press  staggering 
and  reeling  under  the  intolerable  weight  of  the 
speeches  made  at  the  general  elections?  Is 
there  none  to  say  a  word  for  the  non-politi- 
cal reader  upon  whom  these  columns  upon 
columns  of  speeches  are  inflicted  every  day? 
Who  is  there  who  suffers  by  that  but  the 
newspapers?  Hay  I  not  say  a  word  for  the 
unfortunate  editor  and  for  the  unhappy  re- 
porter ?  May  I  not  say  a  word  for  tho  widows 
and  orphans  of  the  reporters  —  reporters  who 
fall  victims  to  the  effort  to  assimilate  these 
intolerable  outpourings?  Even  as  a  commer- 
cial matter,  a  newspaper  more  often  loses 
money  than  makes  it  at  general  elections. 
If  the  honourable  gentleman  does  not  believe 
me,  let  him  try  and  run  a  newspaper  during 
an  election,  and  if  he  does  not  repent  of  his 
bargain  he  is  a  very  fortunate  man.  The 
honourable  gentleman  mads  a  very  excellent 
speech,  but  he  rather  "  let  the  cat  out  of 
the  bag"  when  he  said  that  a  man  ought 
not  to  come  hero  unless  he  is  a  man  of 
independent  means.  He  did  not  say  that 
straight  out.  He  hinted  it  delicately.  He  in- 
ferred it.  That  may  be  his  opinion,  but  it  is 
not  mine,  and  it  is  not,  I  think,  the  opinion  of 
the  majority  of  the  people  of  this  country.  It 
is  a  very  unpleasant  and  delicate  task  to  take 
part  in  this  discussion,  and  it  is  particularly 
so  to  us  who  may  be  poor  men.  However,  as 
the  rich  men  have  not  scrupled  to  support 
the  Bill,  I  take  it  that  the  poor  men  wUl  be 
justified  also  in  opposing  it.  My  position  is 
this :  I  am  not  able  to  come  to  this  House 
and  take  part  in  politics  if  I  am  to  lose 
money  by  it.  I  calculate  that  if  the  hono- 
rarium should  be  reduced  below  £200  I  miist 
lose  money.  I  am,  however,  prepared  to  make 
a  sacrifice,  because  I  think  this  is  one  of  those 
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oases  in  which  we  should  unite  in  setting  an 
example  to  the  people  of  the  colony.  But  I 
do  not  think  the  Premier  is  doing  a  fair  thing 
by  a  certain  number  of  members  in  this  House. 
I  refer  to  the  new  members.  Why  should  I  be 
fined  £60,  while  the  honourable  member  for 
Napier,  by  whose  side  I  usually  sit,  is  to  be 
fined  only  £5?  I  think  it  most  monstrously 
unfair  that  the  new  members  should  be  taxed 
to  such  an  extent,  while  the  older  members 
escape,  as  far  as  the  present  session  is  con- 
cerned. It  is  all  very  well  to  say  that  we  are 
legislating  for  many  sessions,  but  I  believe  we 
are  only  legislating  for  a  very  short  time.  I  think 
the  people  do  not  want  the  honorarium  per- 
manently reduced ;  and  I  believe  that  directly 
times  improve  up  will  go  the  honorarium  to  the 
old  figure.  The  honourable  member  for  the 
Thames  said  he  was  afraid  the  reduction  would 
last  for  a  long  time,  because  he  was  afraid  the 
Ministry  would  remain  on  those  benches  for  a 
long  time,  and  he  did  not  think  they  would 
introduce  mea.sures  which  would  restore  pro- 
sperity. I  agree  with  him  that  if  those  honour- 
able gentlemen  remain  on  those  benches  pro- 
sperity will  be  delayed ;  but  I  do  not  think 
those  honourable  gentlemen  will  stay  there  so 
long,  if  they  go  on  as  they  have  been  going  on. 
If  I  may  read  between  the  lines,  I  do  not 
think  the  Premier  is  going  to  continue  as  he 
has  been  proceeding.  I  think  that  before  many 
months  pass  he  will — even  at  the  risk  of  a 
breach  with  many  of  his  present  friends — come 
down  with  some  remedial  measure  to  restore 
prosperity  to  the  colony.  The  honourable 
member  for  Hawke's  Bay  said  payment  of 
members  was  not  in  the  true  interests  of  de- 
mocracy. I  ask  him,  does  he  represent  the 
democratic  side  of  his  constituency,  or  does  he 
represent  the  anti-democratic  side  ?  Each  man 
must  speak  in  this  matter  for  his  own  con- 
stituency. I  speak  for  mine.  In  the  late 
election  I  had  to  struggle  against  a  gentleman 
of  considerable  ability  and  high  position.  He 
told  the  constituency  he  was  in  favour  of  re- 
ducing the  honorarium  to  £100  a  year,  and,  as 
he  had  sat  in  Parliament  the  previous  session, 
he  was  ready  to  do  the  work  for  £50.  I  was  not 
ready  to  do  it  for  £50 ;  certainly  not  for  less 
than  £150.  That,  of  course,  was  pointed  out  to 
the  electors  ;  but  the  electors  preferred  taking 
me  at  £150  or  £200  to  taking  my  opponent  at 
the  less  figure,  not  because  it  was  a  question  of 
ability  or  position,  or  perchance  I  might  not 
have  been  nere,  but  because  they  knew  that  I 
was  a  poor  man,  and  that  my  interests  were 
theirs,  and  because  they  did  not  wish  to  throw 
the  government  of  this  country  into  the  hands 
of  the  property-owning  classes.  That  is  why 
the  democracy  does  not  grudge  a  sufficient 
honorarium.  I  do  not  intend  to  waste  time  by 
protesting  against  the  course  which  is  about  to 
be  adopted  by  the  Premier.  I  know  the  honour- 
able gentleman  too  well  to  imagine  that  appeals 
and  protests  from  this  side  of  the  House  will 
avail  with  him.  I  know  that  I  might  protest, 
or  forty  members  might  protest,  but  so  long  as 
the  honourable  gentleman  had  forty-four  sup- 
porters at  his  ba,ck  we  should  be  treated  with 
Mr.  W.  P.  Beeves 


what  has  been  called  the  "hobnailed  boot" 
policy.  I  do  think  we  are  sent  here  to  protest 
against  what  we  believe  to  be  mistaken  and 
wrong,  and  therefore  I  have  taken  the  liberty 
to  lift  up  my  voice  this  evening  against  what  I 
consider  to  be  inimical  to  the  interests  of  de- 
mocracy. 

Mr.  BUXTON.  — I  intend  to  oppose  the 
second  reading  of  this  Bill,  and  I  shall  give  a 
few  reasons  why  I  intend  to  do  so.  I  consider 
this  one  of  the  schemes  of  retrenchment.  I 
have  said  a  great  deal  about  retrenchment  on 
various  occasions  in  the  past,  and  I  differ  from 
many  people  on  this  subject.  It  has  been  said 
by  a  great  many  that  we  should  retrench  from 
the  highest  to  the  lowest.  I  diSer  from  that. 
I  have  always  spoken  against  interfering  with 
the  salary  of  the  Governor ;  not  because  I  know 
BO  much  about  it  as  to  be  a  proper  judge,  but 
because  I  think  it  is  not  in  the  interests  of  the 
colony  to  do  so.  I  have  been  very  bold  in 
speaking  against  retrenchment  in  the  lowest 

frades  of  the  Civil  Service.  The  very  lowest  I 
new  anything  of  was  my  own  salary.  I  vaa 
opposed  to  a  reduction  in  that.  I  was  a  Civil 
servant  for  a  few  years,  and  my  salary  was  very 
nearly  4d.  a  day.  I  consider  that  is  as  low 
as  we  can  reasonably  go.  I  had  to  suffer  in 
the  reduction  some  years  ago  at  the  rate  of  10 
per  cent.,  which  made  me  speak  about  it.  I 
consider  that  to  retrench  at  the  lowest  is  wrong. 
I  have  always  stated  that,  in  the  interests  of  the 
country  and  reason,  no  man  who  is  receiving 
below  10s.  a  day  ought  to  be  interfered  -with. 
Sir,  I  have  stated  that  I  considered  that  what- 
ever Ministry  were  in  power  they  would  rcdaca 
their  own  salaries,  because  I  consider  these 
excessive.  Then,  coming  to  the  honorarium,  I 
always  stated,  wherever  I  spoke,  that  I  shotild 
be  dead  against  any  reduction  in  the  honoTa- 
rium.  I  state  to-night,  fearlessly,  that  I  con- 
sider it  is  unjust  to  reduce  the  present  amount 
of  the  honorarium.  My  impression  is  that  the 
country  does  not  demand  it — that  we  are  not 
expected  to  do  so ;  or,  at  least,  when  I  speak  of 
the  country  I  speak  of  that  part  of  the  country 
from  which  I  come.  I  stated  from  the  first  to 
the  last  of  the  meetings  which  I  addressed  that 
if  I  were  sent  to  Wellington  I  should  speak 
against  the  reduction  of  the  honorarium.  I 
considered  it  should  remain  as  it  was,  for 
various  reasons.  One  reason  was  that  it  would 
enable  men  who  were  not  in  an  independent 
position  to  be  returned  to  the  House ;  and  I  use 
the  term  "  independent "  as  it  has  been  used 
by  the  honourable  member  for  Hawke's  Bay ; 
but  I  scarcely  know  where  those  gentlemen  are 
to  be  found  who  are  in  an  independent  posi- 
tion. According  to  my  idea  of  independence 
the  rich  are  as  dependent  on  the  poor  as  the 
poor  are  on  the  rich.  The  poor  need  the  rich 
and  the  rich  need  the  poor.  But  I  consider  it 
is  nothing  but  just  that  the  honorarium  shonld 
be  fixed  at  such  a  rate  that  the  working-classes, 
so  to  speak,  should  have  an  opportunity  of 
being  represented  in  this  House  by  one  of  their 
own  individual  class.  I  believe  there  Sf  e  a 
great  number  of  men  behind  our  forges  and 
our  merchants'  counters,  and  in  oui  stores,  who 
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ua  capable  of  representing  a  constituency  in 
this  ^nse.  There  are  a  great  many  reasons 
vhy  I  think  this  honorarium  should  not  be  re- 
duced. In  the  first  place,  because  there  are 
great  deductions  to  be  taken  from  it.  We  have, 
first,  to  reduce  ooi  honorarium  before  we  can 
get  it  at  all.  We  have  to  take  an  amount 
from  it  when  contesting  the  elections — we  have 
to  mortgage  it,  so  to  apeak,  before  we  have  it 
in  our  possession.  I  was  informed,  when  con- 
ndeiing  whether  I  should  contest  a  seat  with 
my  opponent  or  not,  what  amount  it  would 
be  likely  to  cost  to  enable  me  to  do  so,  and  I 
WH  not  able  to  come  to  a  proper  decision  on  the 
subject.  I  therefore  inquired  of  two  friends  of 
mine — honest  and  respectable  merchants  whom 
I  met  in  Ashburton — and  asked  their  opinion. 
These  gentlemen  said,  "Well,  you  had  better 
be  careful."  Now,  I  said,  "  If  you  are  friends 
of  mine  give  me  your  opinion."  They  replied, 
"Well,  if  you  have  got  £200  or  £300  to  spare, 
try  it."  Then  I  thought  to  myself,  "  Where  is 
toe  honorarium  7  If  I  have  to  mortgage  it  at 
that  rate  I  bad  better  stand  still  and  say  no 
more."  However,  I  looked  the  matter  over  and 
over  again,  and  I  came  to  this  decision :  "  If  I 
am  not  too  charitable  it  need  not  cost  me  any- 
thing like  that  amount."  But  I  have  found 
that  a  good  many  gentlemen  are  very  chari- 
table once  in  three  years,  and  it  is  that  kind 
of  cold  charity  which  stings  afterwards  for  a 
long  time.  Charity  suiTereth  long,  and  I  think 
honourable  memb^  very  often,  when  offering 
for  a  constituency,  are  exceedingly  charitable, 
though  they  do  not  commit  themselves  as  re- 
gards the  Corrupt  Practices  Act.  However,  I 
eonld  not  afford  to  be  so  charitable  as  that. 
Taking  the  line  of  retrenchment,  which  was 
the  feeling  of  the  district  I  come  from,  I  con- 
sidered I  could  manage  the  affair  for  £50,  and 
I  find  it  is  quite  reasonable  to  expect  that  £50 
will  be  token  on  mortgage  before  one  enters  the 
contest  Then,  Sir,  I  know  very  well,  from 
what  I  have  experienced  in  Wellington  already, 
if  we  follow  the  lines  of  retrenclunent  it  will 
take  another  £50  before  we  leave  Wellington. 
^Hierefore,  if  we  have  only  £200  it  is  our 
duty  to  give  our  whole  time  if  required  to  the 
service  of  the  country,  and  we  have  a  right  to 
be  honestly  paid  for  our  services.  I  hold,  with 
the  honourable  member  for  St.  Albans,  that  the 
district  from  which  I  come  is  not  at  all  op- 
posed to  the  amount  of  honoruium  now  paid, 
and  I  promised  above  everything  else  I  would 
oppose  the  reduction  of  the  honorarium,  and  I 
do  not  think  that  my  district  will  complain  of 
what  I  am  stating,  because  I  know  very  well 
that  I  have  left  behind  me  on  the  banks  of  the 
Bangitata  a  very  superior  gentleman  to  my- 
self who  was  in  favour  of  reducing  the  salary 
of  the  Qovemor  right  down  to  I  do  not  know 
how  far.  But  I  was  opposed  to  this,  I  still  op- 
pose it,  and  I  shall  oppose  it  to  the  bitter  end. 

Mr.  WITHY. — I  intend  to  support  the  second 
leading  of  this  Bill,  but  reserve  to  myself  full 
liberty  to  vote  for  certain  amendments  when 
it  goes  into  Committee.  I  cannot  agree  with 
those  honourable  members  who  have  spoken 
of  this  measure  as  being  contrary  to  any  great 


constitutional  principle.  I  do  not  think  it  is 
anything  of  the  kind.  It  is  a  mere  question 
of  detail — at  what  amount  we  shall  fix  our 
remuneration.  When  I  came  out  in  the  late 
election  it  appeared  to  me  perfectly  clear  that 
the  first  thing  we  had  to  do  was  to  reduce  the 
expenses  of  the  country  ;  and  it  seemed  to  me 
to  follow,  as  a  necessary  consequence,  that 
the  men  who  voted  for  these  reductions  must 
themselves  set  the  example  by  reducing  the 
honorarium.  While  I  thoroughly  agree  with  the 
democratic  principle  of  payment  of  members, 
I  do  not  see  why  we  should  be  paid  a  salary ; 
but  I  think  we  should  be  paid  a  liberal  sum  for 
expenses.  We  are  not  accustomed  to  find  the 
members  of  public  bodies  receiving  salaries; 
but  Chairmen  are  sometimes  paid,  because 
they  are  practically  executive  officers,  and 
have  to  give  a  large  amount  of  time  to  the  work. 
The  expenses  out  of  pocket  should,  I  think,  be 
met  liberally.  I  hold  that  wealth  is  no  qusJifl- 
cation  for  the  Legislature ;  I  am  thoroughly 
democratic  in  that.  I  cilways  objected  at 
Home  to  the  impossibility  of  any  but  a  rich 
man  being  able  to  take  a  seat  in  the  House  of 
Commons.  Until  the  last  Corrupt  Practices 
Act  was  passed  in  England  it  was  an  exceed- 
ingly costly  matter  to  get  into  the  House,  and, 
seeing  that  the  session  lasted  for  six  months  in 
the  expensive  capital  of  England,  it  was  hard 
for  a  man  who  could  not  afford  to  throw  away 
some  £500  or  £1,000  a  year  to  sit  in  the  House. 
I  hold  that  the  honorarium  should  be  no  induce- 
ment to  people  to  come  to  this  House ;  and, 
on  the  other  hand,  it  should  be  fixed  at  such  an 
amount  that  it  would  prevent  no  citizen  of  the 
country,  if  his  fellow-citizens  thought  he  was  a 
competent  man,  from  sitting  in  the  House.  I 
hold  that  an  honorarium  of  £210  is  an  induce- 
ment to  a  considerable  number.  I  know  it  is  a 
considerable  inducement. 

An  Hon.  Mbmbeb. — No. 

Mr.  WITHY.— I  am  not  alluding  to  any 
gentleman  in  this  House ;  but  it  is  quite  clear 
that  if  a  bona  fide  working-man  has  to  oome 
to  this  House  £210  would  probably  be  the  best 
income  he  had  ever  had  in  his  life  in  one  year. 
I  do  not  think  we  should  look  merely  at  the  ex- 
penses a  member  is  put  to  while  ho  is  fulfilling 
his  duties  in  Wellington.  Irlany  men — working- 
men,  certainly — would  lose  their  pay  during  the 
time  they  were  here,  and  yet  their  families 
must  be  sustained  at  home ;  therefore  they 
should  have  a  sufficient  sum  to  enable  them  to 
pay  their  expenses  here  and  meet  their  home 
expenses  whilst  they  are  foregoing  theii  wages. 
I  stated  several  times  during  the  election  that 
it  appeared  to  me  that  if  £1  a  day  were  given 
during  our  attendance  here,  with  expenses  to 
and  fro,  and  the  payment  limited  to  £100  how- 
ever long  the  session  lasted,  so  that  there  could 
be  no  inducement  to  prolong  the  session  in  order 
to  get  more  pay,  that  should  be  sufficient  pay- 
ment. The  honourable  member  for  Ashbur- 
ton coupled  two  things  that  appeared  to  me  to- 
be  quite  incongruous.  He  said  if  the  number  of 
members  were  to  be  reduced  that  would  be 
sufficient.  But  he  overlooked  the  fact  that  the 
redaction  of  the  number  of  members  is  not  t» 
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take  place  until  aiter  this  Parliament,  whereas 
the  reduction  of  the  honorarimn  is  proposed  to 
take  place  at  once.  I  should  very  mucti  prefer 
*  Bill  being  passed  as  the  GoTemment  pro- 
pose, rather  than  the  plan  of  a  25-per-oent. 
reduction  during  this  Pailiament.  I  believe 
we  want  both  forms  of  reduction  to  be  carried 
cut  —  namely,  a  reduction  in  the  number  of 
members,  and  a  reduction  in  the  amount  of 
honorarium  now  and  during  the  next  Parlia- 
ment, and  for  the  future.  It  appeajrs  to  me 
that  the  country  has  been  entirely  over- 
governed,  and  that  there  have  been  too  many 
legislators  and  too  many  officials  of  all  kinds ; 
and  there  has  been  a  very  heavy  expenditure 
annually  as  compared  with  the  revenue  of  the 
colony.  After  this  session,  when  we  begin  to  go 
into  other  matters  of  legislation,  I  hope  we  shall 
see  some  means  of  decentralising,  ana  reducing 
some  of  the  functions  of  Parliament,  so  that  a 
smaller  number  of  members  may  be  able  to  do 
the  work.  I  have  long  seen  in  England  that 
one  great  curee  of  the  Parliament  there  is 
the  fact  that  thoy  endeavour  to  do  work  that 
ought  to  be  done  locally ;  and  I  believe,  though 
not  to  the  same  extent,  that  a  considerable  re- 
daction of  the  work  done  here,  and  an  increase 
of  the  work  done  in  the  localities,  would  be  a 

freat  improvement  in  the  direction  of  economy. 
he  work  would  be  more  efficiently  done  in  the 
localities,  because  it  would  be  done  by  people 
on  the  spot,  who  knew  the  requirements  better ; 
and,  further  than  that,  it  would  be  an  exceed- 
ingly useful  training  for  membership  in  the 
House  afterwards. 

Mr.  TURNBULL.— I  should  like  to  make 
a  few  remarks,  because,  although  I  perfectly 
agree  that  members  during  the  present  session 
should  make  a  redaction  in  their  salaries,  yet 
I  must  object  to  this  Bill,  for  I  doubt  very 
much  whether  we  shall  be  doing  right  in  pass- 
ing it  until  we  know  whether  the  Bill  which 
has  just  now  been  circulated — the  Bepresenta- 
tion  Bill — is  likely  to  be  passed  or  not.  Of 
coiuse  the  Premier  tells  us  very  plainly  that  it 
is  to  be  passed,  and,  if  he  says  Uiat,  I  have  no 
doubt  '^atever  he  will  pass  it.  But  I  think, 
with  the  honourable  members  fox  Waimate 
and  Ashburton,  that,  if  a  Bill  should  be  intro- 
duced at  all,  it  should  be  of  a  suspensory  nature. 
It  is  all  very  well  to  think  that  the  Bill  we  pass 
now  will  be  a  permanent  measure.  I  think  that 
when  we  meet  next  session  we  shall  have  to  go 
into  very  much  greater  retrenchment,  and  I  do 
not  wish  to  see  a  Bill  of  this  nature  brought 
down  every  session.  I  should  rather  see  the 
Bouse  pass  a  Bill  reducing  the  honorarium 
during  this  Parliament  25  per  cent.,  or,  rather, 
if  it  could  be  so  ordered,  that  the  amount 
might  be  reduced  for  the  present  session,  al- 
lowing the  House  to  see  what  the  future  will 
he.  Members  seem  to  have  the  idea  that  they 
are  elected  to  serve  their  constituents  just 
while  the  session  lasts,  and  that  as  soon  as 
the  session  is  over  their  duties  are  over.  In 
my  own  case  the  most  important  part  of  my 
duties  arises  when  the  House  has  risen.  I  look 
upon  myself  as  the  servant  of  my  constituency 
iat  the  whole  year  it  it  requiies  my  services, 
i£r.  Withy 


and  no  individual  has  ever  come  to  me  with- 
out having  his  business  fully  attended  to.  It 
is  not  for  the  protection  of  members  of  tUs 
House  that  the  honorarium  is  paid,  but  for  the 
protection  of  the  constituencies  themselves. 
As  far  as  I  myself  am  concerned,  it  matteis 
very  little,  because  my  expenses  were  offered  to 
be  paid  if  the  honorarium  were  reduced  or  taken 
away  altogether.  Therefore  I  am  not  speak- 
ing in  a  selfish  manner,,  but  in  the  interests  of 
the  people,  when  I  say  that  no  redaction  of  this 
nature  should  be  a  permanent  one.  Membets 
of  this  House,  and  especially  town  membeia, 
have  a  vast  amount  of  work  to  do  for  their 
constituencies  with  every  depSLrtment  of  the 
Grovemment  during  the  recess.  I  shall  find 
myself  obliged  to  vote  against  this  measure, 
because  I  think  it  should  have  simply  provided 
for  a  redaction  ol  25  per  cent.  I  am  of  the  same 
opinion  as  the  honourable  member  for  Anck> 
land  Central,  that,  if  the  people  wish  to 
see  men  from  all  classes  called  to  the  IJegis- 
lative  Council,  the  members  of  that  branch 
of  the  Legislature  should  receive  the  same 
amount  of  honorarium  as  the  members  of  this 
House.  As  to  the  reduction  of  members  of 
the  Legislative  Council,  I  think  the  Council 
should  be  allowed  to  come  down  gradually  to 
a  certain  number,  beyond  which  it  should  not 
be  raised,  except  in  cases  of  great  emergency, 
when  an  increase  of  the  number  was  considered 
advisable  in  the  interests  of  the  country.  It 
has  been  pointed  out  that  the  honorarium  paid 
to  members  of  the  Legislative  Council  should 
not  be  so  much  as  that  paid  to  members  of  this 
House,  because  they  have  to  incur  no  election 
expenses.  Still,  if  candidates  abide  strictly  by 
the  provisions  of  the  Corrupt  Practices  Act,  the 
election  expenses  need  not  be  very  great.  A 
great  many  people  are  under  the  impression 
that  members  are  paid  whether  they  attend  in 
their  places  or  not;  but  I  think  they  should 
be  informed  that  a  proportionate  deduction  is 
made  for  every  day  a  member  of  either  House 
is  absent.  If  the  Bill  goes  into  Committee  I 
shall  feel  myself  bound  to  vote  against  it,  for 
this  reason :  that  I  think  it  has  not  taken  the 
shape  it  should  take.  It  should  apply  only  to 
the  present  session,  and  be  in  the  shape  of  a  re- 
duction of  25  per  cent.  I  have  a  very  firm  o<m- 
viction  that  the  retrenchment  the  Qovemment 
meditate  will  only  have  the  efiect  of  landing 
the  country  in  still  greater  difficulties.  It  is 
true  that  the  Bill  introduced  by  the  Minister 
of  Lands  will  probably  help  the  Qovemment. 
I  have  no  doubt  that  it  will  be  a  temporary 
relief ;  but  I  see  no  chance  of  its  being  a  per- 
manent relief.  The  retrenchment  which  the 
Premier  intends  carrying  out  will  simply  drive 
the  adult  population  from  the  country.  Young 
men  are  now  leaving  the  country  vrithont  a 
sigh,  and  look  to  it  without  regret.  Until 
measures  are  taken  by  which  the  lands  of  the 
country  shall  be  made  to  produce  the  wealth 
that  is  hidden  in  their  bosom,  so  long  as  large 
tracts  of  land  adjoining  our  railways  are  not 
used  and  their  owners  compelled  to  pay  a  tax 
equal  to  the  loss  which  the  State  sufiers  from 
their  not  being  profitably  occupied,  there,  will 
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be  no  prosperity  Tchatever  in  this  country. 
With  regard  to  this  Bill,  looking  at  the  sacri- 
fice which  is  attempted  to  be  imposed  on  the 
Qovemor,  and  tbe  reductions  vrhioh  Ministers 
have  made  in  their  own  salaries,  I  think  we 
should  go  the  length  of  taking  25  per  cent.  oS 
the  honorariuni  lor  the  present  year,  and  let  us 
wait  and  see  what  state  the  country  is  in  when 
we  meet  next  year.  I  am  of  opinion  that,  far 
from  being  more  prosperous,  the  state  of  the 
eoantry  will  be  much  more  depressed  than  it  is 
at  the  present  time. 

Mr.  BRUCS. — It  is  very  difficult  to  speak  at 
this  stage  of  the  debate  on  a  question  of  this 
kind  without  travelling  over  ground  already 
well  trodden  ;  but  I  wish  to  make  a  very  few 
lemarks  before  we  come  to  a  division.  I  just 
wish  to  say  that  I  intend  supporting  the  second 
reading  of  this  Bill,  not  cordially  like  the 
honourable  member  for  Ponsonby,  but  under 
pressure,  that  pressure  being  the  somewhat 
lamentable  financial  position  of  this  colony 
to-day.  Now,  Sir,  I  do  not  wish  to  be  mis- 
rmderstood  in  reference  to  this  question.  I 
hold  very  strongly  that  the  present  salary — 
yoQ  may  call  it  as  you  like — that  our  annual 
salary  is  not  a  penny  too  much ;  and  I  speak 
now  with  a  little  experience.  But,  at  the  same 
time,  I  am  inclined  to  believe  that,  under  exist- 
ing circumstances,  it  should  be  reduced  to  £1S0, 
not  because  of  the  saving  it  would  effect,  for 
that  is  only  very  small ;  but  on  account  of  the 
moral  weight  it  would  give  us  to  retrench  in 
other  directions.  There  is  a  want  of  stem  re- 
trenchment ;  but  I  do  not  wish  our  action  on 
this  occasion  should  be  taken  as  a  guide  or 
direction  to  those  who  follow  us  in  the  next 
Parliament.  I  think  it  would  have  been  very 
much  better  hod  the  Government  arranged 
matters  so  as  to  make  this  measure  apply  to 
this  Parliament  only,  leaving  the  original 
statute  untouched.  It  is  all  very  well  to  say 
that  it  can  be  altered ;  but  we  know  what  an 
oatcry  there  would  be  if  an  attempt  were  made 
to  raise  the  honorarium,  once  it  is  reduced. 
There  would  be  a  great  outcry  against  its  being 
laised  on  the  part  of  those  who  know  little 
abont  tbe  expenses'  which  members  are  put  to. 
There  is  one  provision  in  this  measure  to  which 
I  am  very  strongly  opposed ;  and  that  is,  that 
a  member  of  the  Upper  House  resident  in 
Wellington  has  to  give  his  services  for  nothing. 
Is  there  any  liberality  in  such  a  proposal  as 
that  ?  Does  it  not  preclude  the  possibility  of 
poor  men  being  called  to  that  House  ?  Cer- 
tainly it  does.  Members  have  referred  to  the 
feelings  of  their  constituents  in  this  matter  of 
the  redaction  of  the  honorarium.  So  far  as  I 
conld  analyse  the  feelings  of  the  peoiile  of  my 
district,  it  was  in  favour  of  a  reduction  being 
made  in  the  honorarium ;  and,  in  reference  to 
the  Uimer  House,  there  was  a  feeling  against 
any  Eafiary  being  paid  to  its  members.  I  am 
•trongly  in  favour  of  the  members  of  the  Upper 
House  being  paid  a  salary  of  £100  a  year. 
Does  any  honourable  member  wish  wealth 
•lone  to  be  represented  there  7  Supposing,  for 
•igument's  sake,  that  a  poor  man  has  sat  in 
UtiB  House  for  fifteen  oc  twenty  yean,  and  has 


qualified  hiniself  'for  a  seat  in  that  Chamber, 
why  should  the  country  not  have  the  benefit  of 
his  ability  and  experience?  But  there  would 
be  no  chance  of  that  poor  man  being  able  to 
acce;{)t  a  seat  in  that  Chamber  if  he  were  to 
receive  nothing  for  his  services.  I  quite  agree 
with  the  arguments  of  the  honourable  member 
for  Hawke's  Bay  in  reference  to  that  matter, 
although  I  cannot  agree  with  him  in  reference 
to  the  salaries  paid  to  members  of  this  Cham- 
ber. I  do  not  wish  to  repeat  arguments  that 
have  already  been  used,  but  I  feel  bound  to  say 
that' my  conviction  is  that  reducing  the  rate  of 
salary  goes  in  the  direction  of  narrowing  tbe 
field  of  selection.  I  intend  to  vote  for  the 
second  reading  of  this  Bill,  but  I  hold  myself 
quite  free  to  vote  in  Committee  for  striking 
out  the  condition  in  reference  to  members  of 
the  Upper  House  resident  in  Wellington. 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE.— I  am  in  the  same  posi- 
tion as  the  honourable  member  for  Hangitikei, 
who  stated  that  honourable  members  rising 
now  cannot  possibly  find  anything  to  say  on 
this  subject  that  has  not  been  said  already. 
However,  I  wish  to  say  this  in  explanation  of 
the  vote  I  shall  give :  that  I  shall  support  the 
second  reading  of  this  Bill,  but  I  think  its 
operation  should  be  limited  to  tbe  duration  of 
the  present  Parliament,  and  the  Parliament 
that  will  follow  this  should  be  left  free  to  act 
on  the  subject  as  it  may  choose.  If  the  coun- 
try were  in  a  flourishing  condition  I  should 
oppose  this  Bill ;  but,  having. arrived  at  a  con- 
dition when  retrenchment  is  no  longer  amatter 
of  choice  but  is  a  matter  of  necessity,  I  think 
it  is  our  duty  to  show  a  good  example  ourselves 
if  we  expect  the  large  number  of  Civil  servants 
throughout  the  country  to  accept  with  a  good 
grace  the  reductions  we  must  inflict.  That  is 
my  reason  for  supporting  this  Bill.  One  argu- 
ment used  to-night  I  cannot  at  all  agree  with. 
It  was  urged  that  the  cost  of  election  should  be 
taken  into  account  when  considering  the  hono- 
rarium. That  I  disagree  with  entirely.  In 
some  electorates  there  may  be,  and  sometimes 
are,  four  or  five  candidates,  of  whom  only  one 
con  possibly  be  elected  ;  and  why  should  that 
one  have  his  election  expenses  borne  by  the 
colony,  while  all  the  rest  have  to  pay  their 
own  ?  But  I  think  fair  consideration  should  be 
given  to  the  elected  member  on  account  of  his 
having  during  the  recess  to  go  about  his  dis- 
trict to  addrpss  the  electors  and  learn  their 
requirements  in  that  way.  I  think  the  pro- 
vision made  by  the  Government,  allowing 
members  of  this  House  £50  more  than  mem- 
bers of  the  Council  on  that  account,  is  a 
very  proper  provision,  and  I  hope  it  will  be 
agreed  to. 

Mr.  KERB. — During  my  election  this  mat- 
ter of  payment  of  members  was  brought  up 
among  other  questions  of  retrenchment,  and  I 
was  able  to  state  that  I  quite  agreed  with 
retrenchment  in  this  as  in  othor  expenses.  I 
think,  in  the  present  state  of  the  country,  it  is 
plainly  our  duty  to  take  a  little  off  our  salaries, 
as  well  as  to  reduce  other  people ;  but  I  am 
going  to  vote  for  the  amen'unent  for  this 
reason :  that  it  will  reduce  our  salaries  a  little 
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more  than  the  Bill  itself  will,  and  that  it  will 
leave  the  qaestion  open  to  be  deoided  again 
next  yeai ;  and  then,  I  have  no  doubt,  the 
GoTemment  will  come  down  and  ask  to  take  a 
little  more  oS.  During  my  eleotion  it  was  my 
opponent  who  brought  up  this  question,  and  he 
said  he  would  be  ^ling  to  oome  to  the  House 
for  £150  a  year.  I  pointed  out  to  the  electors — 
and  they  agreed  with  me  to  a  certain  extent — 
that  if  they  wanted  to  send  a  working-men's 
representative  he  would  have  to  be  paid,  in 
Older  to  enable  him  to  come  to  this  House, 
mote  than  £150  a  year  —  £200  a  year  would 
be  none  too  much ;  for  I  know  very  well  that 
my  expenses  are  such  that,  though  I  am  not 
an  extravagant  man  in  any  way,  the  hono- 
rarium does  not  clear  me  —  I  do  not  save  a 
shilling.  However,  I  promised  to  vote  for  re- 
daction, and  I  shall  vote  for  the  reduction 
proposed  by  tho  amendment :  but  I  do  not 
think  honourable  members  could  oome  here  for 
less.  I  think  it  becomes  every  man  to  do  what 
he  can  for  the  time  being  to  help  the  country, 
just  as  any  of  as  would  do  on  his  own  estate. 
If  a  man  has  a  farm,  and  times  are  bad,  he  has 
to  out  his  coat  according  to  his  cloth.  I  am 
not  one  of  those  who  think  the  colony  is  going 
to  remain  dormant  for  many  years ;  but  I  am 
in  hope  that  the  mining  industry  and  other 
things  are  going  to  revive  things  in  the  coun- 
try, and  put  the  colony  on  its  legs  again,  and 
that  it  will  be  able  to  pay  a  fair  amount  to 
the  men  who  come  to  the  House.  What  it  is 
proposed  to  reduce  it  to  now  is  not  a  decent 
working-man's  wages ;  and  I  do  not  think  that 
is  what  ought  to  be  paid  if  the  country  were  in 
a  better  position.  But  I  think  we  should  make 
the  reduction  now  ;  and  my  opinion  is  that  in 
another  year  or  two  the  colony  will  be  well  able 
to  afiord  to  restore  the  old  rate.  I  shall  there- 
fore vote  for  the  amendment  to  reduce  by  25 
per  cent.,  and  I  hod  intended  to  move  an 
amendment  of  that  sort  myself  if  it  had  not 
been  done  by  another  honourable  member. 

Mr.  MAKCHANT.— There  being  little  new  left 
to  say,  I  will  very  briefly  explain  why  I  shall 
vote  for  this  Bill.  It  has  been  said  Uiat  £210 
is  not  too  much  for  a  member  of  this  House ; 
but  certainly  the  people  of  the  country  have  an 
idea  that  it  is  ample,  and  honourable  members 
agree  with  them  when  they  are  before  the  elec- 
tors. But  I  notice  that  as  soon  as  they  get  here 
their  ideas  become  larger.  But  one  thing  is 
very  certain,  that,  as  a  matter  of  good  example, 
we  are  bound  to  accept  this  proposal,  and  take 
lees  than  honourable  members  have  received 
before.  Ministers  have  set  a  very  good  example 
in  that  way:  in  fact,  in  one  instance  I  think 
they  have  carried  the  example  too  far.  I  think, 
for  instance,  that  the  Premier's  salary  should 
not  have  been  reduced  below  £1,250 ;  and  I  re- 
gret that,  owing  to  the  forms  of  the  House,  it  is 
not  possible  to  restore  it  to  that  now.  I  think 
honourable  members  are  bound  to  accept  the 
£150,  as  proposed  by  this  Bill;  and  I  think 
£100  is  enough  for  members  of  the  Council  to 
receive.  I  grant  that  the  cost  of  election  ought 
not  to  be  considered  when  fixing  the  honora- 
liom ;  but  we  undoubtedly  are  entitled  to  take 
lir.Ktrr 


into  consideration  the  expenses  honouxabb 
members  are  put  to  during  the  recess  in  going 
about  and  interviewing  their  constitnenta  ana 
addressing  them,  and  being  pnt  to  charges 
in  various  unavoidable  ways.  The  honourable 
member  for  Ponsonby  suggested  that  £100  a 
year  would  be  sufficient  tot  a  member  of  this 
House ;  but  I  disagree  with  that  view,  more 
especially  as  we  are  told  that  the  nomber  of 
members  is  to  be  reduced  to  seventy.  That 
alteration  will  not,  I  suppose,  materially  affect 
such  seats  as  that  held  by  the  hononiabia 
member  for  Ponsonby ;  but  it  will  have  the 
effect  of  largely  increasing  the  area  of  soma 
country  electorates,  and  the  expenses  of  mem- 
bers for  such  districts  will  be  greatly  increased. 
Some  of  the  districts  will  be  made  very  large 
indeed,  and  it  will  make  an  enormous  difierenc* 
to  the  members  for  those  districts,  and  to  think 
that  a  member  should  get  less  than  £U0  a 
year  for  representing  such  districts  wonld  be 
absurd.  I  think  the  honorarium  should  be 
sufficient  to  enable  men  of  small  means  to 
come  here,  and  if  it  were  only  £100  a  year 
I  have  not  the  least  hesitation  in  saying  that 
in  many  districts  it  would  be  absolutely  im- 
possible to  find  men  of  small  means  prepared 
to  contest  the  seats ;  or,  if  they  should  do 
so,  and  should  be  elected,  it  would  be  impos- 
sible for  them  to  do  their  duty  as  representa- 
tives and  at  the  same  time  to  do  their  duty  to 
themselves  and  their  families.  I  approve  of 
the  proposal  of  £150  for  the  House  and  £100  for 
the  Council,  but  in  Committee  I  shall  propose  a 
provision  which  will  be  very  unpopular  ajnong 
honourable  members,  I  fear — that  is,  to  abolish 
the  payment  for  a  second  session  in  one  year  to 
those  honourable  members  who  were  paid  for 
the  first  session.  That  practice  has  cost  the 
country  this  year,  I  believe,  about  £10,000,  and 
I  cannot  see  any  justiScation  at  all  for  it.  I 
intend  to  move  in  that,  but  I  cannot  say  that  I 
am  very  sanguine  of  the  result.  The  honoai- 
able  member  for  Rongitikei  drew  attention  to 
another  matter  which,  I  think,  will  requirs 
attention  in  Committee,  and  that  is,  as  to  tha 

g reposed  non-parent  of  members  of  tha 
ouncil  who  live  m  Wellington.  I  think  thoaa 
gentlemen  should  be  paid  a  small  .sum,  say 
£50,  although  I  am  afraid  that  the  forma  of  tlM 
House  will  not  allow  a  provision  to  be  made  to 
that  efiect  when  the  Bill  is  in  Committee,  as 
no  increase  beyond  what  is  proposed  in  the 
Bill  itself  can  be  entertained.  I  think  it  is 
unfortunate  that  the  Representation  Bill  was 
not  disposed  of  before  this  measure  was  brought 
on,  for  I  am  bound  to  say  that  I  think,  if  tha 
number  of  members  is  reduced  to  seventy, 
£210  per  member  will  not  be  a  penny  too 
much.  If  the  reduction  in  number  is  made,  I 
think  the  next  election  should  take  place  with  a 
clear  understanding  that  the  new  Parliament 
might  restore  the  honorarium  to  £210. 

Mr.  E.  RICHARDSON.— I  only  wish  to  say 
a  few  words  to  explain  the  vote  I  intend  to  give 
on  this  Bill.  I  intend  to  vote  for  the  second 
reading,  but  with  the  intention  of  supporting 
any  amendment  making  the  Bill  only  apply  to 
the  present  Parliament.    I  entirely  agree  with 
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the  hononiable  member  for  Ashbarton  and  the 
last  speaker  that  it  is  nniorttmate  that  we  have 
not  had  the  Bepresantation  Bill  down  first,  so 
M  to  let  ns  know  what  we  are  about ;  for  I  am 
also  of  opinion  that  if  the  numbers  are  reduced 
to  seventy  there  can  be  no  question  of  the  hono- 
rarium or  payment,  or  whatever  it  may  be 
called,  at  the  present  time  certainly  being  not 
-one  penny  too  much.  I  should  rather  say  that 
it  is  not  enough. 

Mr.  R.  THOMPSON.— So  far  as  I  am  oon- 
eemed,  I  am  not  pledged  in  any  way  as  to  how 
I  shall  vote  on  this  Bill.  I  made  no  pledges 
either  on  one  side  or  on  the  other ;  but,  seemg  ■ 
that  we  have  been  sent  here  to  cany  out  a  severe 
cystem  of  retrenchment,  and  knowing  the  state 
-of  the  country  at  the  present  time,  I  fail  to  see 
how  we  can  support  that  retrenchment  unless 
we  commence  with  ourselves.  Of  course  I  do 
not  for  a  moment  mean  to  say  that  £210  is  too 
much  to  pay  members,  but  I  do  not  see  how 
we  can  cut  down  other  people  unless  we  cut 
-down  our  own  salaries.  I  know  the  feeling  of 
the  country  is  that  we  should  cut  down  ez- 
pensea  all  round,  and  when  the  estimates  come 
before  the  House  it  is  my  intention  to  do  so,  so 
far  as  I  caji ;  but,  while  £210  is  not  too  large 
a  sum,  I  do  not  think  it  is  necessary  that  the 
honorarium  should  be  fixed  so  as  to  make  it 
«D  inducement  to  people  to  seek  for  election 
to  this  House  who  are  not  in  a  position  to  come 
here,  who  would  be  dependent  entirriy  upon 
the  faonorarinm.  I  think  that  gentlemen  who 
come  here  should  have  somethmg  more  than 
the  honorarium.  I  know  I  heard  stories  during 
the  late  elections  to  this  efiect :  that  candidates 
not  only  canvassed  themselves  but  sent  round 
their  wives  and  daughters,  one  argument  used  to 
induce  persons  to  vote  for  them  being  that  un- 
less the  candidate  gained  his  election  his  living 
would  be  gone.  I  do  not  think  that  that  is  the 
right  sort  of  thing  to  be  heard  of  in  connection 
with  onr  elections.  At  the  same  time,  I  should 
not  cat  down  the  sum  paid  to  such  an  extent 
that  poor  men  would  be  prevented  from  coming 
here.  Everybody  is  not  wealthy.  So  far  as 
the  Bill  before  the  House  goes,  I  may  say  that, 
though  there  are  certain  clauses  in  it  which  I 
do  not  agree  with,  yet,  seeing  the  state  the 
country  is  in,  I  shall  support  Uie  second  read- 
ing. 

Mr.  MILLS. — I  think  everything  has  been 
said  that  can  be  said  on  this  Bill,  both  for  and 
against,  and  I  do  not  suppose  that  anything 
tiiat  has  been  said,  or  anything  that  con  be  «aid, 
will  alter  a  single  vote,  for,  no  doubt,  every 
honourable  member  has  made  up  his  mind 
how  he  will  vote,  having  expressed  himself  one 
way  or  the  other  during  the  late  election.  As 
tax  as  my  experience  goes,  this  question  of  pay- 
ment oi  members  formed  a  very  prominent 
feature  in  nearly  all  the  elections.  I  think, 
indeed,  that  it  was  a  question  to  which  people 
gave  a  great  deal  of  attention,  to  the  exclusion 
of  other  and  perhaps  more  important  subjects. 
I  intend,  I  need  not  say,  to  support  the  second 
reading  of  this  Bill,  because  I  have  several 
times  expressed  my  opinion  that  the  hono- 
xarium  should  be  reduced,  and  also  the  nimiber 


of  members.  And  here  I  wish  to  say  that  the 
Premier,  in  his  reply  to  observations  made  by 
one  honourable  gentleman,  said  he  would  oaoy 
tkd  Bill  for  reducing  the  number  of  membera, 
if  possible.  I  did  not  like  the  words  "  if  pos- 
sible," for  it  seemed  to  me  to  imply  that  th« 
Premier  was  not  sincere  in  his  desire  to  reduce 
the  number,  or,  at  any  rate,  that  he  was  not 
as  anxious  about  it  as  some  of  us,  who  wish  to 
see  that  measure  carried,  would  like. 

Major  ATKINSON.— I  should  like  to  remove 
any  misapprehension  of  that  sort  from  the 
honourable  gentleman's  mind.  I  look  upon 
that  measure  as  most  important ;  and  the 
honourable  gentleman  may  interpret  my  re- 
marks without  the  "  if  possible." 

Mr.  MILLS. — I  am  glad  to  have  that  expla- 
nation from  the  Premier.  I  and  a  great  many 
other  honourable  members  look  upon  the  pro- 
posal for  a  reduction  of  the  numbier  of  mem- 
bers as  a  most  important  measure,  because  not 
only  will  it  cause  a  direct  saving  in  the  cost 
of  this  House,  not  only  is  it  demanded  by  the 
people,  but  it  will  be  impossible,  in  my  opinion, 
to  bring  about  true  economy  in  the  govern- 
ment of  the  country  until  such  a  measure  as 
this  is  carried  through.  I  hope,  therefore, 
that  the  Premier  and  those  associated  with 
him  will  press  that  Bill  as  determinedly  as 
they  did  the  Land  Bill  last  night.  With 
regard  to  the  remark  of  the  honourable  mem- 
ber" for  Ashburton  about  the  members  of  the 
Young  New  Zealand  party  not  getting  seats 
if  there  were  fewer  members  in  the  House, 
I  can  only  say  that  ±  have  no  doubt  that 
the  members  of  the  Young  New  Zealand  party 
will  be  as  well  able  to  take  care  of  themselves 
as  many  of  the  older  members  of  the  House. 
This  reduction  of  the  numbers  will  necessarily 
lead  to  a  more  complete  system  of  local  govern- 
ment, and  in  the  local  bodies  the  young  men 
will  come  out  and  show  what  they  are  fit  for, 
and  so  qualify  themselves  for  the  higher  posi- 
tion of  a  member  of  this  House.  I  shall 
support  the  second  reading  of  this  Bill. 

Mr.  T.  THOMPSON.— Sir,  this  is  a  matter 
on  which  a  great  deal  can  be  said  on  both 
sides,  and  I  am  not  prepared  to  agree  with 
the  last  speaker  that  nothing  more  can  be 
said  for  and  against  the  Bill.  I  have  listened 
to  pretty  well  all  the  speakers,  and  I  must  say 
that  I  think  the  remarks  made  by  the  honour- 
able member  for  Bangitikei  are  most  in  accord 
with  my  opinions  on  the  subject.  I  am  one 
of  ithose  who  think  that  the  sum  now  paid 
to  honourable  members  is  not  one  penny  too 
much  for  the  services  rendered;  but,  at  the 
same  time,  I  recognise  the  necessity  of  honour- 
able members  submitting  to  some  sacrifice  at  a 
time  when  we  are  oalluig  on  others  to  make  a 
sacrifice  owing  to  the  necessities  of  the  finance 
of  the  colony.  I  do  not  agree  with  those  honour- 
able membiers  who  think  that  this  measure 
should  have  been  kept  back  until  the  Bepre- 
sentation  Bill  was  dealt  with  ;  because,  what- 
ever may  be  done  with  regard  to  this  Bill,  I 
shall  vote  for  that  all  the  same.  At  the  same 
time,  I  think  we  must  carefully  deal  with  this 
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question,  for  there  ia  no  doabt  that  as  \re 
reduce  the  honorariani  so,  to  some  extent,  do 
we  limit  the  choice  of  the  electors,  and  I 
think  that  oarrying  this  Bill  'will  tend  iii  that 
direction.  I  do  not  agree  with  the  honourable 
member  for  tTaranaki  when  he  says  that  he 
will  be  inclined  to  moVe  in  the  direction  oinot 
paying  members  for  a  second  session.  If  that 
were  carried  it  would  still  further,  in  a  very 
marked  degree,  limit  the  choice  of  the  electors, 
Ko  doubt  it  is  an  evil  to  have  two  sessions  in 
one  year :  still,  I  do  not  think  it  is  wise  to  go 
so  far  as  the  honourable  gentleman  suggests. 
I  shall  vote  for  the  second  reading  of  the  Bill, 
though  there  are  some  matters  in  it  which  I  do 
not  like,  and  hope  to  see  amended  in  (Com- 
mittee. 

Mr.  LEVESTAM.— The  honourable  member 
for  Port  Cbahners,  when  speaking  just  now, 
said  that  everything  that  could  be  said  oh  this 
Bill  had  been  said.  To  show  him  that  he  was 
quite  wrong  I  will  mention  one  clause  which 
has  never  Seen  mentioned,  and  that  is  the 
clause  which  provides  that  members  resident 
in  Wellington  shall  have  an  increase  of  hono- 
rarium instead  of  a  decrease.  Under  the  pre- 
sent Act  members  who  live  within  three  miles 
of  Wellington  receive  £140  per  amium;  but 
under  the  Bill  before  us  they  are  to  receive 
£150,  a  clear  gain  to  them  of  £10.  I  think  it  is 
most  unfair  that,  at  a  time  when  every  one  else 
is  to  make  sacrifices,  those  who  are  fortunate 
enough  to  reside  in  Wellington  are  to  have  an 
increase  in  pay.  I  would  ask  what  loss  it  is 
to  those  who  reside  in  Wellington  to  attend 
Parliament.  Hone.  Most  of  them  follow  their 
ordinary  avocations  during  the  day-time,  never 
showing  up  during  the  afternoon ;  and  in  the 
evening,  having  no  business  to  do,  they  come 
here.  That  has  been  the  rule,  and  will  be,  I 
presume.  Therefore  that  they  should  have  an 
mcrease  of  pay  seems  to  me  most  extraordi- 
nary, and  I  do  not  wonder,  taking  that  into 
consideration,  that  not  one  of  the  Wellington 
members  has  spoken  upon  this  Bill.  Kow,  it 
has  been  an  object  with  members  of  this  House 
for  years  to  get  this  honorarium  settled  and 
fixed  by  Act.  That  has  been  the  object,  the 
anxiety,  and  the  wish  of  honourable  members 
and  of  Ministers  for  years.  It  was  always 
considered  very  unseemly  that  honourable 
members  should  wrangle  here  over  their  ovm 
payment.  We  know  that  on  various  occasions 
amendments  have  been  moved  on  the  sum  set 
down  on  the  estimates,  and  there  are  records 
of  instances  where  those  who  voted  for  the  re- 
duction took  care,  first  of  all,  to  see  how  maoy 
would  be  on  that  side,  and  when  tbey  saw 
they  were  safe  they  voted  on  that  side.  We 
are  also  told  that  the  people  in  the  country 
are  very  largely  in  favour  of  such  reduction. 
Now,  there  is  an  instance  on  record  where  a 
gentleman,  who  was  and  is  a  member  of  this 
House,  did  not  take  the  honorarium,  but  left 
it  behind;  and  what  was  his  reward?  He  was 
not  returned  again.  That  was  a  dear  proof 
of  how  those  he  represented  appreciated  his 
action.  I  presume  they  thought  he  ought  to 
have  been  the  best  judge  of  the  value  of  his 
Mr.  T.  Thompson 


services,  and  that,  if  they  were  worth  so  lifcUe, 
he  ought  not  to  be  re-elected  ;  and  they  ftotad 
accordingly.    Many  honourable  gentlerhen  said 
ithat  they  had  pledged  themselves  to  their  coor 
stituents  to  support  the  reduction  of  the  hoi¥>- 
rarium.  I  hold  that  the  people  of  New  Zealand 
would  accept,  mostly,  what  is  argued  out  to 
them.  In  my  constituency  I  had  two  opponents, 
and  both  of  them  expressed  themselves  in  favour 
of  the  reduction  of  the  honorarium  to    £150, 
and  one,  at  the  last  pinch,  said  he  would,  go 
for  £100.    I  said  to  my  constituents,  "Gentle- 
men, if  I  were  a  rich  man,  I  should  take  the 
honorarium  and  give  it  away  in  charity,  be- 
cause I  would  not  be  a  party  to  restricting  your . 
choice,  and  I  should  be  taking  away  from  your 
privileges  if  X  did  not  accept  the  honor&ritun ; 
but,  seeing  that  I  am  not  a  rich  man,  I  shall  take 
the  honorarium  and  stick  to  it;"  and  they  ap- 
plauded me.    The  gentlemen  who  were  opposed 
to  me  also  were  applauded,  becauso  at  that 
time  my  constituents  had  not  heard   my   ex- 
planation.   The  people  had  been  simply  told 
that  it  was  a  grand  thing,  and  would  reduoe  the 
expenditure  of  the  country ;  but  I  told  them 
it  would  be  a  great  injustice  to  themselves  and 
to  the  country,  and  tbey  saw  that  my  explana- 
tion was  the  best.    The  honourable  member  for 
New  Plymouth  made  a  remark  that  I   take 
very  great  exception  to.    He  said  that  before  \rB 
reduce  others  to  penury  we  should  reduce  our- 
selves.   I  should  be  verj'  sorry  to  be  a  party  to 
reducing  others  to  such  an  extent  as  he  has 
described.    I  say  that  we  should  be  fair  to  all 
men.    If  we  require  a  man  we  should  pay  foe 
his  services.    The  labourer  is  worthy  of  his  hire, 
and  I  should  be  in  favour  of  paying  it.      Hut  it 
is  quite  true  that  many  people  are  employed 
by  the  colony  and  receive  salaries  far  in    ex- 
cess of  what  they  ought  to  have ;  but,  on  the 
other  hand,   I   believe  that,  if  we  are    to  be 
paid  for   our  services,  we  cure  not  overpaid, 
and  never  have  been.    It  is  a  very  different 
thing   reducing   those   who   sure   overpaid    to 
legitimate  payment,  and.  taking  something  ofi 
our  salary  and  reducing  us  below  legitimate 
pa3rment.     My  honourable  friend  the  member 
for  Ponsonby  said  we  hod  no  right  to   red.uoe 
others  unless  we    reduced    ourselves ;    but    I 
maintain  that  we  have  been  paid  too  little  for 
our  services.    It  is  all  very  well  to  say    that 
it  is  for  three  months  of  the  year;    bat  my 
experience  for  several  years  has  been  that  it  is 
always  four  months.     Then,  it  is  said  that  a 
man  can  live  for  so  much  a  week ;  but,  if  a  num 
lives  here,  surely  his  wife  and  family  must  not 
be  left  unprovided  fori    Then,  we   are    told 
that  if  a  man  is  away  so  long  his  wages  come 
to  so  much  for  the  rest  of  the  year,  when  he 
can  be  following  his  ordinary  avocation  ;  bnt  it 
is  forgotten  that,  if  a  man  leaves  employment 
to  attend  Parliament  in  Wellington,  when  he 
wants  to  go  back  he  probably  finds  some  one 
else  in  his  place,  and  it  may  be  a  considerable 
time  before  he  can  find  employment  again. 
The  same  thing  happens  with  tradesmen :  busi- 
ness connections  are   broken  during   absence 
and  loss  ensues.     Then,  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Ponsonby  went  on  to  say  that  the  abilibr 
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diaplaiyed  l^  f onner  -  Honses  before  membeis 
were  paid  was  as  great  as  the  ability  displayed 
now.  Sir,  the  ability  may  have  been  as  great ; 
but  in  what  direotion  has  that  ability  been  dis- 
played 7  I  may  tell  him  that  the  ability  has 
becni  displayed  to  favour  the  lichei  classes  o{ 
the  commnnity. 

An  Hon.  M^ibbb. — ^No. 

Mr.  LEVESTAM.— WTio  says  "No"?  The 
farmer  Houses  gave  those  long  leases  in  Can- 
terbury and  Otago.  They  romoved  from  the 
Public  Works  Aot  that  portion  which  would 
have  made  those  districts  pay  a  fair  share 
towards  the  cost  of  the  public  works.  It  was 
the  former  Houses  that  increased  largely  the 
▼ote  for  higher  education.  And  I  ask  honour- 
nAle  gentlemen  to  look  at  the  division-lists 
for  several  yeturs  when  the  education  vote  was 
before  us.  And  who  sold  the  Piako  Swamp  ? — 
although  I  am  afraid  it  was  not  a  very  good 
speculs^ion  to  those  who  bought  it.  The 
honourable  member  for  Hawke's  Bay  made  use 
of  the  same  arguments  as  the  honourable 
member  for  Ponsonby  used,  which  arguments  I 
have  already  answered.  Some  maintain  that 
members  of  the  other  House  ought  to  receive 
no  payment  at  all,  while  others  think  that  they 
should  receive  the  same  payment  as  mem- 
bers of  this  House.  I  agree  with  neither 
opinion.  I  think  that  they  ought  to  be  paid, 
but  not  to  the  sama  extent  as  members  of 
this  House,  because  the  duties  that  devolve 
upon  them  are  very  much  less  than  the  duties 
that  devolve  upon  members  of  this  House. 
A  member  of  the  Legislative  Council  simply 
attends  the  session  if  it  suits  him,  and  if  he  has 
anything  that  will  pay  him  better  he  does  not 
oome  ;  but  a  member  of  this  House  must  come 
to  represent  the  people  by  whom  he  has  been 
elected.  Then,  members  of  this  House  have 
their  time  continually  encroached  upon  by  their 
constituents,  and  especially  is  that  the  case 
with  those  who  represent  town  constituencies. 
There  is  hardly  a  week  in  which  some  of  my 
constituents  do  not  come  to  me  with  grievances, 
and  some  people  have  no  idea  how  long  a  man 
takes  to  explain  a  grievance.  Not  long  before 
I  came  to  Wellington  one  of  my  constituents 
came  to  me  to  tell  mo  of  a  grievance  that  was 
eighteen  months  old,  and  I  listened  to  him 

rbtiently  for  three-quarters  of  on  hour,  though 
could  have  explained  the  case  in  ten  minutes ; 
and  two  or  three  days  after  that  he  came  about 
it  again.  I  think  it  is  reasonable  that  members 
of  the  Legislative  Council  should  be  paid  some- 
thing less  than  members  of  the  House  of  Bepre- 
aentatives.  Some  say  that  the  members  of  the 
Legislative  Council  should  not  be  paid  at  all ; 
but  that  presupposes  that  all  the  members  of 
the  Legislative  Council  should  be  wealthy 
men,  and  there  is  no  reason  that  I  can  see 
why  a  man  who  has  earned  his  bread  by  the 
sweat  of  his  brow  should  not  be  a  member 
of  the  Legislative  Council.  If  that  proposal 
were  carried  into  law  it  would  debar  such  a 
man  from  holding  a  seat  there,  and  I  think 
everybody  will  see  at  once  that  that  would  be 
unfair.  We  have  been  told  by  several  hononr- 
aU*  members  that  as  good  man  can  be  got 


under  the  reduced  honorarium  as  can  be  got 
now.  It  is  quite  possible  the  men  might  be  as 
good,  but  I  am  not  certain  that  we  could  get 
men  to  represent  as  acceptably  the  mass  of 
the  people.  I  hold  that  no  man  can  represent 
a  class  whose  interests  are  not  identical  with 
his  own  interests.  I  hold  that  it  is  impossible 
for  a  man  who  has  been  reared  in  the  lap  of 
luxury  to  represent  the  views  of  the  working- 
classes.  His  surroundings  have  been  so  dif- 
ferent and  his  taster  are  so  different  that  he  has, 
in  fact,  nothing  in  common  with  them ;  and, 
even  with  the  greatest  desire  to  represent  them 
fairly,  I  say  he  could  not  do  so.  A  very  good 
Instance  of  that  was  supplied  by  the  Premier 
when  he  brought  forward  his  compulsory-in- 
surance scheme.  The  honourable  gentleman 
said  on  that  occasion  that  for  those  people  who 
had  daughters  and  could  afford  to  keep  them  at 
home,  but  could  not  afiord  to  pay  4s.  a  month 
for  them,  he  had  no  compassion ;  let  them  send 
the  girls  to  service.  That  shows  how  little  he 
understood  of  the  feelings  and  requirements  of 
the  humbler  classes.  Supposing  a  woman  has 
a  daughter  who  has  grown  up  to  the  age  whan 
the  honourable  gentleman  wanted  her  to  pay 
her  quota  to  the  insurance  fund,  it  might  well 
be  that,  though  the  mother  was  unable  to  pay 
that,  she  requires  her  help,  and  could  not  turn 
her  out  to  service.  The  honourable  gentleman 
forgets  that  the  mother  has  perhaps  reared  a 
large  family,  that  she  is  probably  weak  and,  be- 
coming aged,  requires  the  help  of  her  daughter. 
I  have  adduced  that  instance  to  show  that  per- 
sons who  do  not  really  understand  the  wonts  of 
the  humbler  classes  cannot  properly  represent 
them,  and,  in  proof  of  that,  I  have  shown 
that  the  Premier,  who  does  not  belong  to  that 
class,  has  misunderstood  their  requirements. 
I  would  point  out  now,  as  has  already  been 
pointed  out  by  the  honourable  member  for 
Parnell,  that  members  of  this  House  are  not 
in  the  same  position  as  people  outside :  that 
is  to  say,  the  avenues  to  earning  a  livelihood 
are  greatly  reduced  in  the  case  of  members  of 
this  House.  The  money  which  is  earned  by 
the  working-classes  is  largely  got  from  money 
expanded  by  the  Qoveniment,  but  members  of 
this  House  are  precluded  by  the  Disqualification 
Act  from  earning  any  of  that  money.  Suppos- 
ing a  contract  for  manufacturing  on  article  or 
for  forming  a  piece  of  road  is  to  let,  a  mem- 
ber of  this  House  cannot  take  that  contract, 
although  it  might  be  part  of  his  usual  business. 
I  have  known  persons  who  have  hod  to  give  up 
contracts  for  that  reason,  and  I  also  know 
of  one  person  who  resigned  his  seat  because 
he  thought  he  was  slightly  infringing  on  the 
Act.  It  has  been  said  that  the  Representation 
Bill  ought  to  have  been  placed  before  us  before 
we  were  called  upon  to  vote  on  this  Bill;  but  I 
do  not  know  that  that  matters  very  much  so 
for  as  I  am  concerned,  because  I  told  my  con- 
stituents that  I  would  vote  against  both  these 
Bills.  As  has  been  pointed  out  by  other 
honourable  members,  the  redaction  of  the 
number  of  members  of  this  House  would  greatly 
increase  the  work  thrown  on  members.  The 
honourable  member  for  St.  Albans  asked  why 
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old  membeis  should  be  fined  only  £S  and  new 
members  £60.  What  we  receive  is  not  a 
payment  of  members,  but  honorarium  for  the 
duties  we  perform  during  the  session,  and  it 
follows  naturally  that,  if  we  perform  those 
twice  during  the  year  through  there  being  two 
Parliaments,  we  are  entitled  to  two  honoraria ; 
and  I  ask,  where  is  the  fairness  to  those  who 
have  been  here  in  a  previous  session  that  they 
should  only  get  half  for  the  second  session  7 
They  have  to  perform  the  same  duties  as  the 
new  members,  and  therefore  they  are  entitled 
to  the  same  pay.  If  the  two  sessions  a  year 
were  in  the  same  Parliament,  it  might  be  just 
enough.  I  shall  vote  against  this  Bill,  as  I 
told  my  constituents  I  would  do  so. 

Mr.  R.  H.  J.  REEVES.— I  consider  thU  Bill 
is  very  inconsistent.  I  do  not  disapprove  of  the 
Bill  in  one  sense  ;  but  I  think  it  ought  to  be  put 
on  the  same  footing  as  the  Governor's  Salary 
and  Allowances  Bill :  that  is  to  say,  it  should 
apply  to  members  coming  after  us,  and  should 
be  reserved  for  the  Royal  assent.  I  consider 
this  is  obtaining  members  under  false  pretences. 
We  have  stood  our  elections,  and,  now  we  come 
here,  we  are  to  have  our  payment  reduced  from 
two  hundred  guineas  to  £100.  I  quite  recog- 
nise the  necessity  for  retrenchment,  but  I  thiiuc 
the  honourable  gentlemen  on  the  Government 
benches  have  gone  too  far  in  the  reductions 
they  have  made  in  their  own  salaries.  I  dare 
say  the  honourable  gentleman  at  the  head  of 
the  Government  will  live  to  rue  the  day  he  did 
it.  It  is  not  this  reduction  of  the  payment  of 
members — I  like  to  call  a  spade  a  spade,  and 
payment,  and  not  "  honorarium,"  is  the  proper 
name  for  it — that  will  bring  this  country  into 
a  state  of  prosperity.  We  are  told,  in  the  first 
place,  that  the  Premier  point-blank  refuses  to 
bring  down  a  revision  of  the  tariff  ;  and,  in  the 
next  place,  he  tells  us  that  we  are  to  vote  the 
estimates  en  bloc,  and  he  refuses  to  let  us  study 
them  in  detail,  or  to  show  where  the  reductions 
are  to  be  made.  As  I  say,  I  think  the  honour- 
able gentleman  is  very  quixotic  in  reducing  his 
own  salary  from  £1,750  to  £1,000,  and  that  he 
is  wrong  in  reducing  the  payment  of  members 
from  two  hundred  guineas  to  £100  ;  and  I  ask 
him  now  whether  he  will  bring  down  his  esti- 
mates with  a  reduction  of  2S  per  cent,  on  all 
salaries  over  £150.  If  he  does  that,  I  am  sure 
the  House  will  not  object  to  it,  and  it  will 
receive  the  approbation  of  the  whole  country. 
But  I  am  convinced  that  when  we  come  to  re- 
vise the  estimates  we  shall  find  very  few 
salaries  touched  to  any  great  extent.  Had  the 
honourable  gentleman  brought  down  a  proposal 
for  a  revision  of  the  tariff,  and  for  introducing 
Protection,  and  for  altering  the  incidence  of 
taxation  and  putting  the  saddle  on  the  right 
horse,  there  would  have  been  no  necessity  what- 
ever for  this  drastic  measure  of  retrenchment 
that  he  proposes  on  his  own  salary  and  on  that 
of  members  of  this  House.  I  contend  that  if  the 
honourable  gentleman  had  brought  down  mea- 
sures of  taxation  which  the  country  is  crying 
out  for — that  is  to  say,  if  he  hod  made  pro- 
perty pay  its  fair  share  of  taxation — there  would 
have  been  no  necessity  for  the  cry  of  retrench- 
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ment  which  has  been  raised.  But  we  find 
that  the  great  property-holders  and  the  great 
moneyed  institutions  are  those  that  get  off  soot- 
free  under  the  proposals  of  the  honourable- 
gentleman  ;  and  we  are  asked  to  retrench  our- 
selves,  and  Ministers  have  to  reduce  their  own 
salaries,  in  order  that  those  people  may  get  off. 
The  honourable  member  for  Selw3m,  I  think,  in 
speaking  the  other  day,  said  that  many  people 
in  New  ZealEtnd  have  obtained  wealth  through 
thrift  luid  industry.  I  am  proud  to  think  that 
there  are  so  many  in  the  country  who  have 
done  that ;  but  the  greater  proportion  of  the 
wealthy  classes  in  New  Zealand  have  not  ob- 
tained their  wealth  in  that  way.  It  has  been 
gained  by  fortuitous  circumstances,  and  by  the 
peculiar  condition  of  things  introduced  by  the 
Immigration  and  Public  Works  Act.  And,  fur- 
ther, I  may  say  that  many  have  accumulated 
wealth  by  that  process  which  has  been  known 
in  Canterbury  as  gridironing.  It  is  upon  those 
persons  that  the  burden  should  be  placed.  We 
saw  a  very  interesting  return  laid  on  the  table 
the  other  evening  of  absentees,  and  the  amount 
of  personal  and  real  estate  held  by  them  in 
New  Zealand,  which  it  was  shown  came  to 
between  £8,000,000  and  £9,000,000.  I  say,  if 
the  Premier,  who  has  a  greater  knowledge  of 
the  finances  of  the  colony  than  any  other  man 
in  this  House,  inasmuch  as  he  can  double 
figures  and  transpose  them  in  different  direc- 
tions better  than  any  man  I  know,  had  taken 
a  far-seeing  view  of  the  necessities  of  the 
colony,  and  had  taken  the  incidence  of  taxation 
off  the  poorer  classes  and  placed  it  on  ttie 
shoulders  of  the  richer  classes,  there  would 
have  been  no  necessity  to  ask  that  we  should 
reduce  the  payment  to  members,  and  Minis- 
ters' salaries  to  the  very  paltry  sum  their 
honourable  gentlemen  are  now  asking  for  those 
services.  I  contend  that  the  payment  of  mem- 
bers is  one  of  the  most  vital  principles  of  a 
democratic  community.  I  have  the  honour  to 
represent  the  largest,  the  wealthiest,  and  the 
most  intelligent  constituency  in  New  Zealand. 
I  stand  here  and  say,  without  fear  of  oontradio- 
tion,  that  I  represent  the  largest,  wealthiest,  and 
most  intelligent  constituency  in  New  Zealand. 
I  had  the  honour  of  being  returned  unopposed. 
When  I  went  before  my  constituents  to  seek 
their  suffrages  I  told  them  that  £210  was  alto- 
gether too  small,  and  that  the  honorarium 
should  be  £800  a  year ;  and  they  quite  agreed 
with  me.  I  think  that  the  colony  at  large,  if  it 
were  polled  to-morrow,  would  be  only  too  glad, 
if  they  could  only  get  men  who  would  stick  to 
their  election-pledges,  and  act  consistently,  to 
give  them  £300.  What  do  we  find  ?  We  find 
honourable  members  on  the  platform  make 
certain  pledges.  They  say  thoy  will  go  in  for 
reducing  taxation  on  the  working-classes,  and 
will  put  it  on  the  shoulders  of  those  who  are 
best  able  to  pay  it.  We  find  that  when  mem- 
bers come  into  this  House  they  are  "  hod,"  and 
the  result  is,  they  go  quite  contrary  to  their 
election-pledges.  If  honourable  members  would 
only  stick  to  the  pledges  they  make  on  the 
hustmgs  their  services  would  be  cheap  at  £300 
a  year.  I  trust  I  have  made  myself  particularly 
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well  nnderatood,  that  I  am  going  to  Tote  against 
the  second  reading  of  this  Bill. 

Mr.  WABD. — I  do  not  desire  to  detain  the 
House  unnecessarily  at  this  late  hour,  but  I 
am  anxious  to  say  a  word  or  two  upon  this 
measure.  When  I  first  read  the  clauses  of  this 
Bill  I  was  much  pleased  to  believe  that  the 
pledges  which  I  had  given  to  my  constituents 
were  about  to  be  consummated  if  this  Bill  be- 
came law  ;  but,  upon  looking  into  the  measure, 
I  regret  to  say  I  am  somewhtit  disappointed ; 
and,  until  T  hear  one  or  two  explanations  upon 
oertftin  points  I  am  now  about  to  bring  under 
the  notice  of  the  House,  I  shall  feel  it  in- 
enmbent  upon  me  to  vote  against  the  Bill  and 
to -support  the  amendment.  I  will  endeavour 
to  explain  to  the  House  why.  What  I  take  ex- 
ception to,  in  the  first  instance,  is  this:  The 
members  who  had  the  honour  of  representing 
Wellington  under  the  present  Act  received  £140 
for  a  single  session,  and,  if  that  Act  were  to 
eontinne  in  force  now,  they  would  receive  for 
this,  it  being  a  second  session,  £70.  Under 
this  Bill,  instead  of  receiviug  £70,  I  find  that 
they  are  to  receive  £100,  or  £30  more  than 
they  would  have  received  under  the  existing 
Act.  I  do  not  think  that  is  right.  More- 
over, apart  altogether  from  this  session,  those 
honourable  gentlemen  in  future  undoubtedly 
will  receive  £10  more  per  session  than  they 
did  formerly.  That,  I  also  say,  is  wrong,  and 
is  against  the  spirit  and  intention  of  a  proper 
reduction.  Then,  again,  the  old  members  of 
the  House  are  very  much  better  o£E  under  the 
proposed  alterations  than  the  new  members. 
Half  the  honorarium  at  £210  is  £105 ;  and,  so 
far  as  I  can  see,  the  new  members  will  sufier 
to  the  extent  of  £60.    I,  for  one,  am  quite  pre- 

Eued  to  sacrifice  £60  for  the  whole  of  this  Par- 
ament,  but  I  do  think  the  old  members  should 
bear  a  fair  proportion  of  the  reduction  as  well 
as  the  new  members.  I  am  unable  to  under- 
stand why  the  Bill  did  not  provide  that  the 
honorarium  was  to  be  £150  in  one  sum,  in- 
stead of  dividing  it  and  calling  honorarium 
£100  and  expenses  £50.  If  that  were  the 
case,  there  could  be  no  doubt  about  it  that 
the  older  members  would  receive  £75  for  this 
session,  being  half  honorarium.  It  looks  as 
though  the  amounts  were  divided  for  the  specific 
purpose  of  saving  the  old  members.  If  the  Bill 
were  in  that  direction  I  would  give  it  my  hearty 
support,  because,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  I  stated, 
when  contesting  my  election,  that  I  believed 
£1S0  was  quite  sufficient  until  the  circum- 
stances of  the  colony  became  more  prosperous, 
for  members  of  this  House  to  be  paid  more ;  but 
I  entirely  disagree  with  the  Bill  as  it  is  now, 
because  it  seems  to  me  that  the  old  members 
should  receive  £75  for  this  session  and  the  new 
members  £150 ;  and  I  cannot  get  away  from 
the  fact  that  the  old  members  are  to  be  bene- 
fited to  the  extent  of  £25  this  session  at  the 
expense  of  the  new  members.  It  may  not  be 
oninteresting  to  know  what  the  total  reduc- 
tions will  be  as  the  BUI  stands  at  present. 
There  are  sixty  old  members  at  £105,  £6,300  ; 
thirty-three  new  members  at  £210,  £6,930: 
total,  £13,330,  less  the  foot  Wellington  members. 


£140.  Under  the  new  Bill  there  will  be  sixty 
old  members  at  £100,  £6,000 ;  thirty-three  new 
members  at  £150,  £4,950  :  that  is,  £10,950 
under  the  new  Bill,  as  against  £13,090  under 
the  existing  Act.  The  total  reductions  thi« 
session  only  amount  to  some  £2,000.  Th«fc 
does  not  meet  the  ideas  of  the  part  of  ^e 
colony  from  which  I  come.  The  directions  in 
which  I  think  alterations  should  be  made  may 
be  Committee  objections ;  but,  in  the  mean- 
time, I  think  the  safest  course  to  pursue  is  to 
vote  for  the  amendment  of  the  honourable 
member  foi  Knmara,  which  reduces  the  new 
members  to  £150,  and  also  treats  the  old  mem- 
bers on  the  some  basis,  and  reduces  their 
honorarium  this  session,  which  means  a  fur- 
ther saving  to  the  colony  of  £1,500;  while 
the  Bill  now  before  us  does  not  effect  any 
saving  further  than  that  made  by  taking  £6 
each  off  the  old  members. 

Mr.  TAIWHANGA.— I  have  no  faith  in  this 
retrenchment.  When  I  was  here  in  1876  I 
heard  the  cry  for  retrenchment ;  but  what  I 
saw  in  the  papers  here  was  all  nonsense.  I 
think  that  any  man  who  is  a  good  workman 
should  receive  good  pay.  I  may  i>oint  out  that 
the  Chief  Judge  of  the  Native  Land  Court  re- 
ceives £1,000,  and  the  Maori  assessor  receives 
only  £30.  The  minor  Judges  get  £600,  and  the 
poor  assessor  only  gets  £1  a  day  while  the 
Court  sits.  It  is  just  the  same  with  all  other 
Native  affairs.  When  I  was  in  Auckland  at 
the  time  of  the  elections  they  formed  what 
they  called  a  Political  Beform  Association. 
I  was  a  member  of  that  association,  and  in 
our  debates  I  used  to  tell  them  it  was  useless 
for  them  to  cry  out  for  retrenchment  of  the 
honorarium  and  Ministers'  salaries,  because  I 
said,  If  Ministers  and  members  were  worth  it, 
why  should  not  they  have  it  7  If  they  are  not 
worth  it,  let  the  people  turn  them  oat.  As  to 
the  honourable  gentlemen  in  favour  of  the  Bill, 
I  have  no  faith  in  what  they  say.  I  may  say 
I  have  three  Bills  before  the  House,  and  it 
seems  to  me  there  is  no  hope  for  them.  Not 
one  of  them  has  passed  its  second  reading. 
The  mouths  of  some  honourable  members  re- 
fuse the  money,  but  their  hearts  want  it  and 
more.  The  Premier  and  the  Native  Minister  and 
the  other  members  of  the  Government  ought 
to  have  good  salaries,  because  they  are  worth 
them.  Let  them  have  fair  and  proper  salaries. 
If  they  are  not  worth  it,  what  are  they  there 
for?  They  will  put  other  people  in  in  order  to 
carry  out  the  public  works.  The  other  night 
we  lost  nearly  £1,000.  The  public  does  not 
know  that.  I  do  not  wish  to  detain  the  House 
any  longer,  but  I  will  say  a  few  words  about 
the  other  House.  I  think  we  cannot  do  with- 
out an  Upper  House.  I  heard  some  honour- 
able members  were  trying  to  do  away  with  the 
Upper  House.  In  England  there  are  a  House 
of  Lords  and  a  House  of  Commons ;  in  New 
Zealand  there  ore  a  Legislative  Council  and  a 
House  of  Representatives.  If  they  told  me 
they  were  going  to  do  away  with  the  House  of 
Lords  in  England  I  would  say.  Do  away  with 
the  Legislative  Council  here.  But  I  think 
both  Houses  work  for  the  country  equally; 
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they  both  make  Bills  for  the  good  of  the 
country,  and  I  do  not  think  the  Upper  House 
should  be  cut  down. 

Mr.  JONES. — I  wish  to  say  in  a  few  words 
that  I  intend  to  fulfil  my  election-pledges  and 
to  vote  for  the  second  reading  of  this  Bill. 
During  the  course  of  the  late  election  there 
was  a  universal  opinion  throughout  the  coun- 
try, including  my  district,  that  groat  retrench- 
ments ought  to  be  effected,  and  that  that  had 
become  inevitable  owing  to  the  extravagant 
scale  of  expenditure  that  had  been  followed 
in  this  country  for  a  long  time  past,  and  that 
we  should  have  to  come  down  to  something 
like  an  expenditure  commensurate  with  our 
revenue.  The  district  was  of  opinion  that 
these  retrenchments  should  be  riulical,  and, 
among  many  things,  they  were  strongly  of 
opinion  that  the  honorarium  of  members 
should  share  in  the  retrenchment.  Now,  for 
my  part,  I  must  say  that  I  very  strongly  sup- 
ported the  views  of  my  constituents,  and  cer- 
tainly urged  them  on  in  their  demands  for 
these  retrenchments,  because  I  felt  very  much 
of  this  opinion:  that,  unless  the  country  was 
Tery  clear  and  decided  in  expressing  its  views 
on  retrenchment,  the  retrenchment  proposals 
which  came  before  the  House  would  fall  very  far 
short  of  the  country's  requirements  ;  and  I  felt 
satisfied,  and  unexpectedly  satisfied,  at  the  views 
which  the  Government  have  taken  in  reference 
to  retrenchment  generally.  They  certainly  have 
exceeded  my  expectations  in  the  extent  of 
their  retrenchment  proposals.  I  say  they  have 
a  most  difficult  task  in  liand,  which  will  try 
all  their  powers  of  administration  to  carry  out 
successfully,  and,  so  far  as  lies  in  my  power,  I 
shall  be  willing  to  assist  them  in  carrying  out 
this  very  difficult  task.  But  I  am  certainly  of 
opinion  that  the  retrenchments  that  are  about 
to  take  place  are  not  going  to  enrich  the  coun- 
try ;  they  are  not  going  to  restore  the  pro- 
sperity of  the  country  as  some  people  seem  to 
imagine.  They  will  inflict  a  great  deal  of 
hardship  on  the  people,  and  it  will  take  all 
the  tact  and  discretion  and  judgment  of  the 
Government  to  carry  it  out  in  such  a  way  as 
will  avoid  the  infliction  of  tremendous  hard- 
ship and  loss  to  a  great  many  people.  With 
regard  to  the  business  immediately  before  the 
House,  if  it  had  not  been  for  the  very  peculiar 
and  disadvantageous  position  of  the  colony  I, 
for  one,  should  not  have  been  willing  to  consent 
to  a  reduction  in  the  honoioj-ium  of  members, 
because  I  think,  if  the  comitry  were  in  an 
ordinary  condition,  the  sum  is  only  sufficient 
to  meet  the  requirements  of  the  cose.  But 
for  the  sake  of  example  it  is  now  necessary  to 
make  a  considerable  reduction.  I  see  that 
Ministers  have  taken  what  to  my  mind  is  a 
most  extraordinary  step  in  the  way  of  setting 
an  example.  I  cannot  help  thinking  that  the 
reduction  in  the  salaries  of  Ministers  is 
something  quite  unprecedented,  and  shows  a 
wonderful  self-abnegation  on  their  part,  espe- 
cially in  the  case  of  the  Premier,  whose  salary, 
I  think,  should  be  fixed  at  not  less  than  £1,500, 
because  I  think  a  man  in  his  position  is  fairly 
entitled4o  that  amount.  I  may  say  I  do  not 
Mr.  Taiwhanga 


think  we  are  right  in. making  this  Bill  apply  to 

all  time.  I  think  the  most  we  ought  to  do  it 
to  apply  it  to  the  present  Parliament.  I  trust 
that  the  colony  will  soon  improve  its  position 
and  recover  from  the  depression  we  are  now 
suffering  from.  I  gave  a  pledge  to  my  con- 
stituency that  I  wonld  support  all  these  te- 
ductions,  and  therefore  I  consider  I  am  only 
doing  my  duty  in  voting  for  the  second  reading 
of  this  Bill. 

Mr.  TAYLOB:— I  cannot  agree  with  the  last 
speaker  in  asserting  that  the  Ministry  have 
made  any  sacrifice  at  all ;  because  my  conten- 
tion is  this :  that  the  people  in  this  colony 
have  been  living  too  extravagantly  for  soma 
time  past,  and  the  salaries  have  been  altogether 
too  high.  The  retrenchment  should  not  only 
apply  to  Ministers,  but  to  all  alike ;  so  that 
there  is  no  more  being  sacrificed  by  Ministers 
than  we  have  a  right  to  expect  from  them. 
And  I  trust  the  Ministers  will  not  be  over- 
flattered  by  the  praise  in  that  direction,  be- 
cause I  have  heard  it  reported  that  some  of  the 
Ministers  are  rather  sorry  they  have  made  this 
extraordinary  reduction,  and  they  think  that 
£1,000  is  little  enough  now.  If  it  was  simply 
a  leap  in  the  dark,  or  a  bid  for  popularity,  it 
is  not  right  for  Ministers  to  regret  the  action 
they  have  taken.  Bat,  as  far  as  the  ques- 
tion under  discussion  is  concerned,  I  have  no 
objection  to  the  £150,  but  I  cannot  see  why 
it  should  be  divided.  Moreover,  I  am  not  pre- 
pared to  pledge  those  who  may  come  after  me. 
I  believe  in  the  payment  of  members ;  and  when 
I  hear  honourable  members  get  up  and  de- 
nounce the  system,  and  say  that  when  honour- 
able members  got  paid  less  the  government  of 
the  country  was  carried  on  better,  we  know 
that  the  profits  made  by  those  gentlemen  in 
those  days  were  something  enormous.  What 
does  it  matter  to  a  gentleman  coming  to  this 
House  and  giving  his<  services  for  two  or  three 
months  if  by  influencing  the  legislation  of  the 
country  he  can,  either  directly  or  indirectly 
through  his  friends,  mop  up  thousands  <n 
pounds'  worth  of  the  people's  lands  7  I  think 
It  is  very  unfair  of  gentlemen  of  that  stamp  to 
denounce  and  protest  against  the  payment  ot 
members,  and  I  must  say  I  trust  we  shall  heac 
no  more  about  it,  because  those  gentlemen  who 
protest  so  much  are  simply  a  sham.  What  do 
the  returns  show  that  were  laid  on  the  table 
last  session  7  That  one  of  the  richest  men  in 
the  colony  drew  £40  or  £50  because  he  WM 
sick  for  a  few  days.  That  is  a  thing  I  would 
never  do. 

An  Hon.  Mbmbsb. — Name. 

Mr.  TAYLOR.  — I  have  no  right  to  namo. 
If  the  honourable  member  will  look  into  the 
document  he  can  ascertain  the  name  for  him- 
self. My  contention  is  this:  that  the  gentle- 
men who  protest  so  much  about  the  great 
deficiency,  when  they  charge  in  that  way  for 
services  not  absolutely  rendered,  do  that  which 
is  wrong.  If  they  had  left  that  sum  in  the  Kx- 
chequer  it  could  have  been  better  spent  in 
employing  a  few  men.  Yon  will  find  these 
gentlemen  taking  the  very  lost  penny  they  am 
entitled  to,  and  8ometi£a.es  more ;  and  I  do 
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hope  that  in  the  fattire  vre  shall  not  hare  so 
mnoh  protesting,  but  a  little  moie  oonsideration 
in  dealing  with  these  matters.  Now,  with 
reference  to  the  number  o{  members,  I  voted 
last  session  in  the  direction  of  reducing  the 
nnmber ;  but  I  say,  if  we  are  going  to  have  a 
reduction,  the  Provincial  District  of  Canterbury 
will  have  to  have  a  sharper  man  on  the  Com- 
mission than  we  bad  in  the  past.  What  was 
the  result  of  this  last  Commission  ?  We  were 
deprived  of  a  member  and  a  half  simply  through 
putting  on  a  man  whom  they  call  non-political 
— a  man  with  no  political  feelings.  Were  the 
other  two  gentlemen  of  non-political  feelings  7 
No.  That  is  where  we  were  victhnised  by 
honourable  gentlemen  who  preached  about 
members  being  non-political  and  unbiassed. 

Mr.  TAIPUA. — Mr.  Speaker,  I  am  not  going 
to  give  a  silent  vote  on  this  matter.  I  should 
lilce  to  say  that  I  was  not  sent  here  by  my  con- 
stituents to  plead  for  a  sum  of  money  for  myself. 
Bather  was  I  sent  here  to  do  what  I  could  for 
the  benefit  of  the  Natives  and  their  land.  Now, 
however,  a  Bill  has  been  brought  before  this 
Bouto  aSecting  the  honorarium  of  honourable 
members,  I  have  no  objection  to  urge  against 
this  Bill,  none  whatever.  I  am  all  the  more 
indifierent  on  account  of  the  charges  that  are 
made  by  the  Native  people  against  members 
who  come  to  this  House.  They  say  they  are 
attracted  here  sometimes  in  the  hope  of  getting 
their  honorarium,  and  that  they  come  here  for 
that  purpose.  The  present  Government  have 
stated  very  forcibly,  at  the  commencement  of 
the  session,  that  there  must  be  rigid  retrench- 
ment, general  retrenchment  for  the  sake  of  the 
colony.  This  is  a  practical  test  of  the  pro- 
mises made  by  the  Government,  a  step  in  the 
direction  of  retrenchment.  X  desire  to  express 
my  gratification  to  the  Government  for,  in  the 
first  place,  having  proposed  such  a  large  redac- 
tion in  their  own  salaxies ;  secondly,  their  pro- 
mise to  retrench  generally ;  and,  thirdly,  the 
pn>I>osed  reduction  of  the  honorarium.  The 
Government  do  not  intend  to  spare  any  one. 
Honourable  gentlemen  object  to  the  reduction 
on  the  plea  that  it  will  prevent  poor  men  from 
coming  to  this  House.  I  do  not  think  this 
House  should  be  made  the  resort  for  rich  men 
or  for  poor  men.  I  think  this  House  should  be 
composed  of  members  who  should  be  selected 
on  account  of  their  wisdom  rather  than  on 
aoconnt  of  any  other  qualifications.  Since  I 
have  been  in  this  House  I  have  heard  that 
honourable  members  have  obtained  their  seats 
by  the  liberal  expenditure  of  money.  I  do 
not  think  that  this  means  should  be  used 
in  selecting  members  for  this  House;  but 
members  should  be  selected  on  account  of 
their  knowledge  and  other  qualifications.  The 
amount  of  the  honorarium  is  a  matter  of  per- 
fect indifference  to  me.  The  Government  pro- 
pose to  retrench,  and  I  will  support  them  in 
their  proposals.  The  question  of  the  hono- 
zarinm  is  a  very  little  matter  to  me.  I  am  far 
more  anxious  that  good  laws  should  be  passed 
for  the  Natives  and  their  lands.  I  have  been 
personally  informed  that  it  is  the  intention  of 
the  Oovemment  to  reduce  the  number  of  Na- 


tive members.  Now,  that  isa  perfectly  dlSennt 
matter,  and  I  regret  it  very  much.  I  do  not 
think  this  proposal  is  a  wise  one.  I  think  there 
is  not  one  too  many  of  us  here  to  carry  out  the 
necessary  legislation.  This  is  not  carrying  oat 
the  spirit  of  the  Premier's  speech  when  he  said 
there  should  be  one  law  for  both  races.  If  one 
Native  member  is  taken  away  from  this  House 
it  would  be  better  to  do  away  with  the  special 
Maori  representation  altogether.  It  will  be  too 
one-sided  altogether.  If  there  are  only  three 
Maori  members  they  would  be  utterly  lost 
among  so  many  European  members.  I  also 
regret  that  there  are  so  few  Maori  members, 
because  I  feel  they  have  no  chance  in  carrying 
out  the  legislation  they  consider  necessary.  If 
good  laws  are  passed  for  the  Maori  people  I 
shall  not  at  all  regret  if  the  whole  of  the  hono- 
rariimi  be  taken  away.  I  shall  not  support 
the  proposition  for  reducing  the  number  oi 
Maori  members. 

Mr.  BLAKE.— I  pledged  myself  to  vote  for  a 
reduction  of  the  honorarium  to  £150  per  session, 
but  two  or  three  days  ago  I  wrote  out  an 
amendment  which  I  intended  to  propose,  but  I 
am  quite  sure  it  would  be  useless  to  put  it  to 
the  House,  because  I  feel  tolerably  sure  that 
my  amendment  would  not  be  carried,  as  it  goes 
very  much  further  than  the  one  proposed  by  the 
honourable  member  for  Kumara.  Therefore  I 
must  put  it  by  as  a  bad  job.  The  amendment 
I  intended  to  propose  was  simply  that  the 
membeis  of  Parliament  should,  with  regard  to 
these  three  sessions,  have  nothing,  and  I  in- 
tended that  through  hearing  a  great  number  of 
gentlemen  express  their  disinterestedness  round 
this  House.  They  were  flaunting  their  patriot-, 
ism  to  me,  and  asking  me  to  make  things  as 
cheap  as  possible  for  the  good  of  the  country. 
As  I  said  before,  I  know  it  would  not  be  carried, 
because  so  many  honourable  members  have 
objected  to  vote  for  the  amendment  of  the 
honourable  member  for  Kumara.  I  do  not  sea 
that  there  is  any  virtue  in  reducing  it  to  £160.  . 
They  are  neither  backing  up  what  they  say, 
nor  reducing  the  honorarium  as  low  as  they 
should  under  the  necessities  that  press  upon  us, 
and  I  think  that  many  honourable  gentlemen 
who  have  been  speaking  to-night  have  been 
speaking  simply  for  talking's  sake.  I  believe 
in  a  member  like  the  honourable  member  for 
Nelson,  who  says  he  does  not  intend  to  go  in 
for  anything  less  than  two  hundred  guineas. 
Those  are  bis  opinions,  and  he  sticks  to  them, 
and  therefore  I  respect  him  for  his  opinions. 
But  I  have  an  opinion  that  we  ought  to  serve 
for  less ;  but,  then,  it  is  useless  for  me  to  pro- 
pose it,  seeing  that  so  many  will  not  vote  tat 
the  amendment  of  the  honourable  member  for 
Kumara:  so  I  think  I  shall  go  with  the  majority 
this  time,  because  in  doing  so  I  shall  be  keeping 
my  election-pledges  to  the  letter,  and  shall  vote 
for  the  reduction  to  £150  per  session.  I  am 
rather  sorry  I  had  no  show  of  carrying  my 
amendment.  If  the  amendment  of  the  honour- 
able member  for  Kumara  is  lost  I  shall  be  very 
glad  to  see  my  own  carried,  and  I  am  just  in 
the  position  to  move  it,  because  I  am  one  of 
the  most  impeounious  members  in  the  House.. 
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.  Di.  KEWMAN. — As  to  the  piesent  rate  of 
pay  of  members,  I  would  rather  see  a  Bill  en- 
titled "  Payment  of  members."  It  is  a  better 
and  more  honest  title.  I  think  the  present 
rate  of  pay  is  about  what  the  country  should 
afford;  but,  as  we  are  going  to  make  reduc- 
tions all  round,  it  would  be  preposterous  and 
indecent  to  continue  the  same  rate  to  mem- 
bers of  this  House  while  everybody,  in  the 
country  will  sutler  veir  largely.  As  to  this 
oversight  on  the  part  of  the  Oovemment  with 
legard  to  the  Wellington  members,  nobody 
would  suppose  that  the  honourable  member  for 
Te  Aro,  the  honourable  member  for  Wellington 
South  and  Suburbs,  and  myself  would  a^ee  to 
accept  an  increase  because  of  an  oversight 
on  the  part  of  the  Government.  These  little 
taunts  are  all  very  absurd,  that  the  Oovemment 
could  have  any  purpose  whatever  in  giving  us 
£80  more,  or  that  we  should  accept  it  for  the 
mere  sake  of  the  money.  I  think  the  Bill  is 
incomplete,  because,  while  sixt^  members  of 
this  House  are  to  suffer  a  reduction  of  £5  only, 
there  are  thirty-five  who  will  lose  £60  each. 

Major  ATKINSON.  — They  do  not  lose  any- 
thing ;  they  were  elected  on  the  understanding 
that  the  honorarium  would  be  reduced. 

Dr.  NEWMAN. — They  were  under  no  such 
pledge.  They  were  under  a  pledge  to  get  what 
retrenchment  they  could.  It  is  clear  that  the 
thirty-ilve  new  members  are  going  to  lose  £60 
and  that  the  sixty  old  members  are  going  to 
lose  a  five-pound  note  apiece.  That  is  such 
an  absurd  anomaly  that  I  am  quite  sure  it  will 
be  altered  in  Committee.  The  whole  of  the  old 
members  ought  to  suffer  a  reduction  equivalent 
to  £60,  the  same  as  the  new  members.  This 
Bill  is  very  useful,  because  it  will  apply  to  other 
sessions.  I  think  the  Government  should  bring 
in  clauses  showing  an  equality  of  sacrifice  by 
•very  member,  and  should  not  show  favouritism 
to  some  of  them.  I  think  the  arrangement  for 
the  other  Chamber  is,  in  many  ways,  a  right 
one.  When  gentlemen  are  nominated  to  the 
Legislative  Council  they  get  away  from  the 
electors  for  the  rest  of  their  lives  and  get  an 
uncommonly  easy  billet.  But  the  wow  per- 
formed by  members  of  this  House  is  of  a  very 
different  character.  In  my  own  case  I  find 
that  scarcely  a  day  out  of  the  three  hundred 
and  sixty-five  goes  by,  even  a  Sunday,  without 
doing  some  work  in  my  representative  capacity. 
Therefore  I  think  it  is  right  that  a  certain 
extra  allowance  should  be  made  to  members 
of  this  House.  I  quite  agree  with  an  honour- 
able gentleman  who  has  said  to-night  that 
the  number  of  double  sessions  is  altogether 
preposterous ;  and,  if  I  had  my  way,  I  would 
refuse  a  dissolution  at  any  time,  but  let  the 
three -years  Parliament  run  its  course;  and, 
if  the  members  of  the  House  could  not 
agree  as  to  who  should  be  Ministers,  let  them 
fight  it  out  amongst  themselves  until  one 
side  wins.  I  think  these  dissolutions  and 
double  sessions  put  the  country  to  an  utterly 
oseless  and  unnecessary  expense.  It  has 
now  been  done  time  after  time,  and  many 
thousands  of  pounds  are  spent  merely  to  give 
half  a  dozen  hononiable  gentlemen  who  sit  on 
Mr.  Blah* 


tiiose  benches  a  few  weeks  or  months  more  of 
office.  They  always  appeal  to  the  oountiy, 
thinking  Parliament  is  wrong  in  condemning 
them,  and  they  always  come  back  "slated." 
In  fact,  at  each  dissolution  we  pw^  8om« 
£30,000  merely  to  let  a  few  defeated  Ministeis 
cling  to  office  a  little  longer. 

Mr.  PABATA.  —  I  think  it  is  a  mistake  to 
reduce  the  honorarium.  There  is  no  use  ia 
honourable  members  concealing  their  thoughts. 
It  is  best  for  us  to  say  out  what  we  think.  I  do 
not  find  fault  with  those  honourable  gentlemen 
who  pledged  themselves  to  the  electors  to  vote 
for  reduction.  I  respect  them  for  being  con- 
sistent and  keeping  to  their  pledges.  As  to 
myself,  I  am  quite  free  to  vote  either  way, 
because  I  gave  no  pledge.  I  was  sent  here  to 
do  the  best  I  could  for  the  Native  people,  and 
also  to  support  such  measures  as  I  thought 
were  for  the  benefit  of  the  Europeans.  As  to 
the  statement  that  honourable  gentlemen  in 
this  House  receive  a  very  large  amount  from 
the  funds  of  the  colony,  I  do  not  begrudge  the 
amount  paid  in  honoraria,  because  I  think 
they  are  well  entitled  to  what  remuneration 
they  get  for  coming  here  to  do  the  best  they 
can  for  the  colony.  I  think  all  honourable 
members  should  be  in  the  same  category,  no 
matter  whether  they  are  rich  or  poor.  Honour- 
able gentlemen  are  selected  fay  their  constitu- 
ents and  sent  here  on  account  of  their  qualifi- 
cations to  fill  the  office.  I  think  that  very 
large  sums  of  public  money  are  wasted  in  other 
ways  in  a  far  more  objectionable  manner  than 
the  honorarium.  As  an  instance,  there  was 
a  large  sum  paid  recently  to  the  Conmus- 
sioners  who  defined  the  electoral  districts, 
and  now  there  is  a  Bill  before  the  House  to 
undo  all  that  those  Commissioners  did  —  the 
Bill  to  reduce  the  number  of  members — and 
that  will  entail  further  cost.  Another  way  in 
which  public  money  is  wasted  is  in  making  un- 
profitable railways,  which  can  give  no  return 
whatever  for  the  outlay.  Much  of  the  money 
that  has  been  spent  on  making  railways  and 
roads  might  just  as  well  have  been  thrown 
into  the  sea,  for  all  the  use  it  is.  It  is  quite 
imjust  to  say  that  payment  of  members  puts  a 
burden  on  the  colony.  Honourable  gentlemen 
sent  here  ore  fully  entitled  to  the  honorarium 
they  receive,  because  a  great  many  calls  are 
maide  on  them,  and  their  services  are  required 
from  one  year's  end  to  the  other ;  they  con- 
stantly have  to  go  over  their  districts  to  visit 
their  constituents,  and  are  put  to  great  expense. 
I  am  sure  honourable  members  are  not  attracted 
here  for  the  sake  of  the  honorarium  they  get : 
they  come  here  for  the  good  of  their  constitu- 
ents. As  for  the  proposal  to  reduce  the  pay  of 
Ministers,  the  Premier  is  to  receive  £1,000  a  year 
and  travelling  and  other  allowances,  and  the 
other  Ministers  £800  each  and  travelling  and 
other  allowances,  which  will  bring  the  total  np 
to  about  £1,400  each ;  and  I  am  afraid  that 
the  result  will  be  very  little  saving  under  that 
head,  as  the  allowances  will  make  it  up  to  aa 
much  as  Ministers  ore  entitled  to  draw  now. 
I  am  afraid  there  will  be  very  little  real  saving 
effected  by  reducing  Ministers'  salaries,  as  they 
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irill  not  remain  in  Wellington  all  the  time, 
bat  will  travel  lound  the  colony  and  get  a 
laige  amount  as  tiavelling-allowance.  I  think 
it  is  quite  right  that  they  should  travel  over 
the  country  and  make  themselves  acquainted 
with  the  requirements  of  the  people.  It  is  far 
more  satisfactory  that  Ministers  themselves 
should  go  and  see  what  is  required  than  to 
tmst  to  ofBcial  communications,  but  I  do  not 
think  there  will  he  any  real  saving  on  account 
of  the  reduction  of  their  salaries.  I  do  not  ap- 
prove of  the  proposal  to  reduce  the  amount  of 
honorarium  paid  to  members  of  the  Legislative 
Oonncil.  I  think  those  honourable  gentlemen 
should  receive  the  same  amount  as  we  receive, 
•B  they  have  the  welfare  of  the  colony  at  heart 
as  much  as  we  have.  These  are  the  reasons 
why  I  oppose  any  reduction  in  the  honorarium. 
My  own  opinion  is  that  there  should  be  no 
redaction,  and  that  old  tmd  new  members 
■honld  be  treated  alike,  because  they  are  all 
on  the  same  footing.  With  regard  to  what  has 
been  said  by  the  honourable  member  for  the 
V^estom  Maori  District  as  to  the  nomber  of 
Maori  members,  when  that  measure  comes 
before  the  Honse  I  will  say  what  I  think 
ibont  it. 

The  House  divided  on  the  question, "  That 
<he  word '  now '  stand  part  of  the  question." 


Allen 

Anderson 

Atkinson 

Beetham 

Blake 

Brace 

Buchanan 

Gadman 

Carroll 

Cowan 

Dodson 

Feldwiok 

Fraser 

Fulton 

Ooldie 

Graham 

EaU 

Hamlin 

Hobbs 

Boston 

Duncan 

Fish 

Fitehett 

Orimmond 


Ayxs,  56. 
Izard 
Jackson 
Jones 
Joyce 
Lance 
Lawry 
Macarthur 
Marchant 
McGregor 
Mackenzie,  J. 
Mitchelson 
Moat 
Monk 
Newman 
O'Callaghan 
O'Conor 
Ormond 
Peacock 
Pearson 


Perceval 

Rhodes 

Richardson,  E. 

Buasell 

Seymoni 

Smith 

Steward,  W.  J. 

Stewart,  W.  D. 

Taipua 

Taiwhanga 

Tumez 

Taylor 

Thompson,  B. 

Whyte 

Wilson 

Withy. 

TelUn. 
MUls 
Thompson,  T. 


Noes,  li. 
Guinness  Beeves,  W.  P. 

Kerr  Walker. 

Levestam  TeUen. 

Mackenzie,  T.    Seddon 
Beeves,  B.H.  J.  Ward. 


Paibs. 


For. 
Barron 
Fisher 
Hodgkinson 
McKenzie,  M.  J.  S. 
Samuel. 


Against. 
Moss 
Parata 
TombuU 
Lamach 
Kelly. 


Majority  for,  42. 
Mr.  W.  P.  BEEVES.— May  I  make  a  per- 
sonal explanation  ?   I  was  one  of  those  pledged 
to  make  considerable  reductions,  and  voted  for 
the  amendment  of  the  honourable  member  for 


Kumaia.  Of  oootm,  that  having  been  nega- 
tived, I  shall  vote  for  the  second  reading  of  the 
Bill. 

Bill  read  a  second  time. 

The  House  adjourned  at  ten  minutes  past 
one  o'clock  a.m. 


LEGISLATIVB  COUNCIL. 
Thmrtdaiy,  Ut  December,  1887. 


First  BesdlngB— Second  Reading— Horomons  Paatn 
— Owbaoko  Case— Midluid  Bulway  Berised  Oon- 

tract.  

The  Hon.  the  Spxaxib  took  the  chair  at 
half-past  two  o'clock. 

Pbayxbs. 

FIBST  BEADINGS. 
Irrigation  and  Water  Supply  Bill,  Souadi 
County  Hospital  Bepresentative  Bill. 

SECOND  BEADING. 
Proclamation  VaUdation  Bill. 

HOROMONA  PAATU. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  TAIABOA,  in  moving  tha 
motion  standing  in  his  name,  said  that  Horo- 
mona  Faatu  was  a  man  of  rank.  His  ances- 
tors for  some  generations  back  had  been  ohiefa, 
and  for  seven  generations  back  they  had  lived 
on  the  Aparima  Reserve.  He  would  not  say 
any  more  at  present,  except  that  he  wished  the 
report  of  the  Committee  to  be  adopted. 

Motion  made,  and  question  proposed,  "  That 
the  report  of  the  Native  Affairs  Committee  on 
Petition  No.  18,  of  Horomona  Paatu,  be  agreed 
to,  and  that  immediate  effect  be  given  by  the 
Government  to  the  recommendations  made 
therein." — {Hon.  Mr.  Taiaroa.) 

The  Hon.  Mr.  STEVENS  said  he  thought 
that,  before  the  Council  agreed  to  accept  the 
motion  of  the  honourable  gentleman,  it  was 
right  he  should  call  attention  to  some  of  the  cir- 
oumstances  that  were  brought  before  the  Select 
Committee.  It  appeared  from  the  report  of  the 
Committee  that  the  petitioner,  in  common  with 
a  number  of  other  members  of  his  tribe,  received 
allotments  of  the  land,  and  it  was  intended  at 
the  time  that  they  should  receive  ten  acres  for 
each  man,  woman,  and  child  who  were  inter- 
ested. But,  owing  to  circumstances,  it  was 
found  that  they  could  not  receive  more  than 
seven  acres  and  a  half  each,  or  thereabouts. 
It  subsequently  appeared  that  the  petitioner 
received  about  seven  acres  of  town  land  and 
some  occupation  land — in  all,  about  twenty- 
eight  acres.  The  petitioner  subsequently  gave 
to  relations  or  friends  —  probably,  relations 
—  the  greater  portion  of  his  land  —  all  the 
town  land  except  a  quarter- acre,  and  some 
of  the  cultivation  land — leaving  himself  a  very 
small  queintity.  He  did  not  think  this  act  on 
the  part  of  the  petitioner  would  be  taken  in 
the  same  light  as  a  similar  act  on  the  part 
of  a  European, — as  a  giving-away.  But  it  had 
a  bearing  on  the  present  motion.    The  Com- 
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mittee  had  leconuhended  that  the  whole  of  the 
remainder  of  the  Aparimoi  Beserve,  about  fifty- 
nine  acres,  should  be  given  to  the  petitioner 
as  an  equivalent.  Therefore  he  thought  it  his 
duty  to  point  out  vrhat  did  not  appear  in  the 
report  of  the  Committee,  as  he  believed,  and 
that  was  that  there  were  forty-four  persons  in- 
terested in  the  unallotted  residue  of  this  reserve, 
and  that  their  shares  in  it  were  proportionate. 
It  would  therefore  bo  clear  that  these  persons 
must  be  provided  with  land  to  satisfy  the  claim 
they  would  naturally  have  if  this  motion  were 
carried  and  given  effect  to,  or  that  the  peti- 
tioner should  have  land,  not  being  port  of  tho 
Aparima  Beserve,  in  order  to  satisfy  the  claim 
which  the  Committee  seemed  to  think  he  had. 
He  had  scarcely  known  whether  it  would  be 
best  for  the  Committee  to'  review  their  report, 
or  that  they  should  hear  what  was  further  to  be 
(Mid,  and  act  accordingly.  But,  as  at  present 
advised,  it  did  not  seem  to  the  Oovemment 
that,  on  the  face  of  the  report,  the  motion  of 
bis  honourable  friend  should  be  acceded  to. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  BICHMOND  said  that  his 
honourable  friend,  in  speaking  of  the  area  of 
land  first  allotted  to  the  petitioner,  had  for- 
gotten to  state  that  this  land  was  allotted  not 
to  him  personally,  but  really  to  three  sharers — 
bimself,  his  wife,  and  his  daughter ;  and  that 
he  was  the  head'  of  the  tribe,  a  matter  that  was 
overlooked  entirely  in  the  scarcity  of  land  in 
the  division  of  the  lots.  As  had  been  said,  it 
was  not  the  same  thing  for  a  Maori  chief  to 
give  his  land  as  it  would  be  for  an  ordinary 
European.  Any  one  who  had  the  slightest 
knowledge  of  Maori  habits  must  know  that 
in  a  great  many  matters  the  chief  is  the 
channel  by  which  gifts  pass  to  the  tribe. 
In  this  particular  case,  the  chief  appeared 
not  to  have  given  away  to  outsiders,  but  to 
persons  who  had  legitimate  claims  upon  him, 
according  even  to  European  notions.  He 
would  direct  attention  to  another  statement 
of  his  honourable  friend,  to  the  effect  that 
the  land  proposed  in  the  report  to  be  given 
to  Horomona  Paatu  was  the  whole  re- 
mainder of  the  reserve.  Though  it  was  the 
whole  of  the  reserve  which  could  be  made 
use  of,  there  was  a  good  deal  of  sand  and 
swamp  on  the  land,  and,  as  honourable  gentle- 
men would  see,  the  swamp  was  not  property 
that  could  be  handled  by  a  communistic  so- 
ciety ;  it  must  be  dealt  with  by  ono  person 
to  be  of  any  value  at  all.  He  might  state  what 
bis  own  idea  was  in  agreeing  with  the  report  in 
its  present  form  ;  but  he  would  not  pledge  the 
Committee  generally  to  the  same  opinion.  He 
thought  this  would  be  an  auspicious  day  for 
impressing  upon  the  Oovemment  the  neces- 
sity of  dealing  more  liberally,  oven  now,  at 
this  hour,  with  the  former  owners  of  the 
southern  part  of  the  Middle  Island,  as  the 
Council  would  be  asked  to-day  to  appropriate 
six  or  seven  millions  of  acres  to  one  gambling 
scheme.  It  must  be  admitted  that  the  con- 
duct of  tho  Government  had  been  frequently 
exceedingly  shabby,  and  there  were  a  number 
of  claims  continually  arising  of  a  similar  kind. 
There  were  others  that  the  Committee  had  to 
Son.  Mr.  Steven* 


report  upon  during  the  present  session;  and 
that  being  the  case,  and  believing  that  the 
matter  ought  to  be  disposed  of,  he  thought  they 
would  not  be  doing  wrong  in  bringing  the  mattw 
forward  in  this  form.  It  was  proposed  to  give 
fifty  acres  of  swamp,  which  in  most  parts  of 
New  Zealand  is  not  a  very  great  gift.  He  him- 
self had  four  hundred  acres  of  swamp,  which 
he  would  be  hajppy  to  part  with  to  anybody  on 
easy  terms.  The  action  followed  in  the  post 
in  this  matter  had  appeared  to  him  to  be  that 
of  keeping  the  word  of  promise  to  the  ear  but 
breaking  it  to  the  hope.  He  hoped  the  motion 
would  be  agreed  to,  not  as  approving  the  pac- 
ticular  gift,  but  as  a  measure  of  what  was  due, 
and  as  a  pledge  of  the  Council  and  the  Govern- 
ment to  do  all  in  their  power.to  dispose  of  the 
whole  of  these  cases.  It  was  a  duty  which 
the  Government  owed  to  these  people,  and 
which  they  were  bound  to  take  up. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  MANTELL  thought  no  public 
harm  could  possibly  be  done  by  the  adoption 
of  this  report.  The  Hon.  Mr.  Stevens  appeared 
to  have  lost  sight,  for  a  time,  of  the  alternative 
recommendation  that  bad  been  made  —  that, 
instead  of  giving  this  to  the  petitioner,  the  un- 
allotted portion  of  the  block,  the  value  of  the 
IbjkI  elsewhere  should  be  given.  It  would  be  a 
source  of  trouble  if  the  Government  were  to 
give  the  petitioner  the  remainder  of  the  block, 
because  all  the  co-proprietors  in  the  reserve  at 
Aparima  had  a  proportionate  claim  to  the  lands. 
It  would  be  much  better  to  deal  with  this  case 
separately.  There  was  no  doubt  that  the  peti- 
tioner was  now,  from  having  been  the  bead 
man  and  one  of  the  most  prosperous  men  in 
the  place,  one  of  the  very  poorest.  His  gifts 
were  originally  simply  from  friendly  intentions 
to  the  people  with  whom  he  lived ;  but,  by  de- 
grees, circumstances  developed  to  such  an  ex- 
tent that  when  the  Court  sat  these  people  came 
forward  and  got  the  Crown  grants  for  the  land, 
and  many  of  these  people  were  half-castes  and 
were  not  strictly  in  sympathy  with  the  abori- 
gines ;  and  he  thought  this  was  extremely  tin- 
fair.  When  the  Apilrima  Beserve  was  set  apart 
by  himself  it  was  set  ax>art  in  the  narrowest 
dimensions  he  could  persuade  the  Natives  to 
consent  to,  because  the  position  of  it  was  such 
that  it  must  necessarily  be  acquired  as  town 
land.  In  the  subsequent  reserves  he  mode  at 
Oraka  and  at  Kawakaputaputa  they  were  ap- 
portioned not  in  strict  proportion  to  the  popu- 
lation, but  because  no  such  reason  for  rigid 
economy  existed.-  He  had  heard  a  rumour 
that  it  had  been  proposed  to  the  Government, 
or  by  the  Government,  to  make  a  further 
reserve  on  the  west  bank  of  the  Waiau  in 
order  to  satisfy  the  people  who  were  deprived 
of  their  lands.  He  thought  the  petitioners' 
wants  might  very  likely  be  provided  for  there. 
But  he  would  urge  upon  the  Oovemment 
tho  propriety,  in  common  honesty,  of  dealing 
liberally  with  these  people.  We  hod  acquired  a 
tract  of  thirty  million  acres  of  land  at  an  ave- 
rage expenditure  of  a  penny  for  eight  acres.  In 
that  were  included  the  Provinces  of  Canterbury, 
Otago,  and  Southland — eight  acres  for  a  penny. 
Out  of  that,  Ly  ttelton  was  formed,  Christchorclk 
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was  formed,  and  Dnnedin  was  formed,  also 
^Hmara  and  loTercargill ;  and  now  surely  the 
Qovemment  could  ajBord  to  give  a  sufficient 
amount  of  space  for  these  people  to  die,  if  not 
to  live,  upon  out  of  the  enormous  profits  made 
oat  of  those  lands.  He  knew  that  the  Grovem- 
ment  considered  the  alternative  proposal  was  of 
a  grave  nature.  He  pointed  out  that  the  adop- 
tion of  this  report  would  simply  have  the  effect 
of  impressing  on  the  Government  the  claims 
of  these  Natives.  He  hoped  the  Grovemment 
would  permit  the  resolution  to  pass. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  HOLMES  was  very  glad  that 
the  Hon.  Mr.  Mantell  had  made  the  statement 
to  the  Council  to  the  effect  that  he,  as  agent 
for  the  Government,  had  purchased  a  great  por- 
tion of  the  Middle  Island  at  the  cost  of  eight 
acres  per  penny,  and  yet  the  Grovemment 
had  failed  to  make  provision  for  the  Natives 
who  formerly  owned  it,  who  were  now  in  the 
position  of  poopers.  He  considered  this  was  a 
great  shame,  as  it  was  not  for  the  want  of  the 
means  to  make  restitution.  Whether  the  Na- 
tives had  claims,  oc  not,  their  position  deserved 
to  be  considered.  There  was  a  superabundance 
of  land  within  a  moderate  distance  of  where 
these  Natives  resided.  There  was  land  in  the 
valley  of  the  Waiau  to  the  east,  and  on  the 
west  side  there  was  a  good  deal  of  land  where 
Natives  could  be  settled.  He  thought  there 
could  be  no  difficulty  in  giving  them  satisfaction 
in  the  shape  of  land,  and  the  Government 
ought  to  cake  the  matter  into  consideration. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  BEYNOLDS  felt  perfectly 
wtisfied  that  the  Government  would  endeavour 
to  act  justly  in  connection  with  these  reserves, 
and  be  thought  it  would  be  the  best  coarse  to 
leave  them  to  deal  with  the  matter ;  and,  with 
this  view,  he  would  move,  as  axi  amendment, 
to  strike  out  all  the  words  of  the  motion  after 
the  word  "  be,"  in  order  to  insert  the  following : 
"referred  to  the  Government  for  its  careful  con- 
sideration." He  presumed  the  Council  could 
hardly  pass  such  a  motion  as  the  present  one 
in  the  face  of  the  remarks  of  the  Hon.  Mr. 
Stevens.  If  the  matter  were  left  to  the  Govern- 
ment for  their  consideration,  and  if  the  petition 
was  a  just  one,  he  had  no  doubt  that  they 
would  give  effect  to  it. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  TAIAROA  wished  to  say  a  few 
words  with  regard  to  the  proposed  amendment. 
He  hoped  the  honourable  member  who  moved 
it  would  remember  that  if  tliey  treated  the 
matter  in  this  way  there  would  be  nothing 
done  by  the  Government,  and  none  of  the  de- 
mands of  the  Natives  would  ever  be  fulfilled. 
It  must  be  well  known  to  honourable  members 
that  the  land  referred  to  belonged  to  the 
Maoris,  and  more  particularly  to  Horomona 
Paatu.  When  the  Hon.  Mr.  Mantell  was  at 
Apatima,  at  the  time  of  the  purchase,  he  found 
fioromona  Faatu  there,  and  it  was  at  his  re- 
vest that  this  reserve  was  made.  He  then 
demanded  that  this  land  should  be  reserved  to 
himself  and  his  heirs,  and  to  his  relatives  who 
were  living  there  with  him.  The  difficulty  in 
this  matter  had  arisen  from  the  fact  that  the 
Government  had  appointed  a  Commissioner, 
Mr.  Commissiioner  Mackay,  in  the  year  1874. 


He  was  to  go  round  sjid  subdivide  these  lands 
to  the  persons  for  whom  they  had  been  re> 
served.  Persons  living  at  Kawakaputaputa, 
New  Biver,  and  Orolca  were  admitted  into 
these  lands  at  Aparima  ;  and  Mr.  Mackay  also 
inserted  as  owners  the  names  of  half-castes  who 
belonged  to  Bangiura.  These  half-castes  had 
already  received  eight  acres  apiece  under  an 
Act  passed  for  the  purpose,  and  the  other  Na- 
tives had  also  received  land  in  other  places,  but 
Horomona  hod  not  received  any  other  land. 
Horomona  was  at  a  loss  to  know  why  these 
persons,  who  belonged  to  other  places,  hoA  got 
possession  of  his  land,  and  be  was  left  with  only 
fourteen  acres.  Although  Horomona  was  the 
principal  man  there,  he  hcul  only  this  small 
piece  of  land,  and  this  was. covered  with  sand, 
so  that  he  could  not  moke  a  living  out  of  it. 
The  fifty  acres  proposed  to  bo  given  to  Horo- 
mona was  of  no  great  value.  It  was  covered 
with  swamp  and  water.  He  hoped  the  honoui- 
able  member  would  withdraw  his  amendment 
and  allow  Horomona  to  have  his  own  land. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  BICHMOND  said  liis  honour- 
able friend  had  supplied  an  omission  which  he 
had  made :  the  fifty  acres  referred  to  in  the 
report  was  meant  as  a  measure  of  what  the 
Committee  desired  to  see  given  to  this  unfor- 
tunate chief,  who  hod  now  fallen  into  poverty. 
He  had  fallen  from  being  the  chief  of  the  tribe 
to  one  of  the  poorest  and  least  considered. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  MENZIES  must  also  express 
a  hope  that  the  Grovemment  would  see  its  way 
to  agree  to  the  recommendation  and  carry  it 
out.  The  land  in  question  was  only  a  small 
area  and  was  of  comparatively  little  value.  Tho 
chief  was  now  steeped  to  the  lips  in  poverty. 
To  those  who  remembered  the  early  days,  be- 
fore the  country  was  occupied  by  European 
settlers,  no  recollection  could  be  more  pleasant 
than  that  of  arriving  at  the  township  of  Biver- 
ton,  after  a  weaty  march  along  the  beach,  to 
find  the  warm  welcome  from  the  Maoris  there. 
They  were,  in  his  early  recollection,  in  very 
comfortable  oiroumstonces.  The  land  yielded 
wheat  abundantly.  They  had  cattle,  wheat, 
and  potatoes,  and  with  the  addition  of  flsh, 
which  they  caught  in  the  estuary,  they  lived 
very  comfortably  indeed.  Those  were  days  of 
plenty  and  prosperity ;  bat,  when  they  come  to 
rely  exclusively  on  the  very  limited  portions 
of  land  which  were  allotted  to  them,  their 
means  became  less  abundant,  until  poverty 
came  gradually  upon  them.  Ho  regretted  to 
see,  in  the  course  of  the  various  proceedings  of 
the  Land  Courts  in  the  South,  and  probably  in 
other  parts  of  the  colony  also,  that  there  was  a 
disposition  to  individualise  these  reserves,  and 
to  subdivide  tbem  to  such  on  extent  that  ulti- 
mately the  Natives  would  cease  to  be  able  to 
make  a  living  from  the  land.  He  thought  the 
colony  would  not  show  any  undue  generosity 
if  it  added  to  these  reserves,  and  thus  enabled 
the  descendants  of  those  who  once  ruled  over 
the  whole  of  this  country  to  live  out  their  days 
in  comparative  comfort. 

The  Hon.  Sir  P.  WHITAKEB  said  there 
was  one  thing  which  had  been  lost  sight  of,  and 
that  wag,  that  the  Native  in  question  hod  ori- 
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ginally  giyen  to  him  seven  or  eight  town  allot- 
ments, and  also  another  piece  of  land  of  twenty- 
eight  sbcres.  He  bad  given  all  this  property 
away  to  his  friends  or  relatives  with  the  ex- 
ception of  one  town  allotment  and  fourteen 
acres  of  the  other  laud.  It  was  a  question 
how  far  it  was  legitimate  for  the  petitioner  to 
give  away  land  in  that  way  and  then  to  ask 
for  more.  The  whole  question  of  reserves  in 
the  Middle  Island  for  the  Natives  had  been 
raised,  and  it  should  be  considered  by  the 
Oovemment.  It  was  an  urgent  question,  and 
one  which  would  have  to  be  dealt  with  in 
some  form  or  other.  He  would  ask  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Council  if  they  were  really  in  a 
position  to  say  what  the  facts  of  the  case  under 
consideration  were.  He  did  not  know  whether 
the  representations  which  had  been  made  to 
the  honourable  gentleman  were  correct  or  in- 
correct, nor  was  the  honourable  gentleman 
able  to  say  that  he  spoke  on  this  case  from  his 
own  knowledge.  He  (Sir  F.  Whitaker)  would 
certainly  vote  for  the  amendment,  becaose  it 
remitted  the  matter  for  the  consideration  of 
the  Qovemment,  and  allowed  them  to  give  that 
consideration  to  it  which  it  deserved  before 
they  were  called  upon  to  say  whether  the  re- 
commendation should  be  carried  into  effect. 
If  the  matter  were  remitted  to  the  favourable 
eonsideration.of  the  Qovemment,  as  proposed, 
the  present  case,  with  all  the  other  cases  of  a 
like  Kind,  would  have  to  be  considered.  He  wa« 
quite  sure  there  was  not  sufficient  information 
before  either  the  Committee  or  the  Council  to 
enable  them  to  say  that  the  recommendation 
should  be  given  immediate  effect  to. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  MANTELL  thought,  after 
what  had  l>een  said  on  this  subject,  that  the 
wisest  course  the  honourable  gentleman  could 
take  would  be  to  accept  the  amendment  on  the 
assurance  given  by  the  Hon.  the  Attomey-Qene- 
ral.  The  Government  said  it  was  willing  to 
take  into  oonsideration  the  report  of  the  Com- 
mittee, and  he  therefore  advised  the  Hon.  Mr. 
Taiaroa  to  atccept  the  amendment. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  TAIABOA  said,  if  the  Govern- 
ment would  give  him  some  assurance  that  they 
would  deal  with  the  matter,  he  would  be  pre- 
pared to  accept  the  amendment.  He  wished 
that  tbe  matter  should  be  dealt  with  as  soon  as 
possible,  as  Horomona  was  in  great  trouble,  and 
it  was  necessary  that  he  should  have  something 
done  for  him  soon. 

Motion  negatived,  and  amendment  agreed  to. 

OWHAOKO  CASE. 
The  Hon.  Sir  P.  WHIT AKEB.— Before  pro- 
oeeding  with  the  Orders  of  the  Day,  there  is 
a  question  I  should  like  to  bring  before  the 
Council.  It  will  be  recollected  that  some 
time  ago  the  Hon.  Mr.  Shrimski  moved  a 
resolution  that  certain  papers  should  be  laid 
on  the  table  of  the  Council,  being  part  of 
the  proceedings  of  the  Native  Land  Court, 
having  reference  to  some  evidence  affecting 
Sir  Walter  Buller  in  the  Owhaoko  case.  The 
papers  were  examined  carefully  to  see  that  all 
that  had  reference  to  the  particular  question 
were  placed  before  the  Council.  These  papers 
Bon.  Sir  F.  Whitaher 


oririnally  were  seleoted  and  printed  by  the  pre- 
ceding Government,  but,  having  been  printed 
by  them,  the  papers  were  not  laid  on  the  table, 
inasmuch  as  the  Qovemment  retired  from  office 
before  the  Assembly  sat.  When  the  present 
Qovemment  took  office  his  honourable  friend 
opposite  moved  for  the  papers.  They  were  laid 
on  the  table,  and  no  doubt  they  contained 
serious  reflections  upon  Sir  Walter  BuUer.  Sir 
Walter  Buller  is  in  England  at  the  present 
time ;  therefore  he  had  not  been  able  to  take 
any  steps  himself  in  reference  to  this  matter ; 
but  Mr.  Warren,  who  calls  himself  Owhaoko 
manager,  and  who  seems  to  be  a  friend  of  Sir 
Walter  BuUer,  and  who  states  he  was  pre- 
sent when  these  transactions  took  place  upon 
which  the  charge  against  Sir  Walter  Buller 
was  based,  has  written  a  letter  giving  an  ex- 
planation of  what  took  pierce.  I  think,  under 
the  circumstances,  I  should  lay  this  letter  on 
the  table,  and  perhaps  it  will  be  right,  if  the 
Council  approves,  that  it  should  be  printed; 
but  all  I  ask  now  is  that  the  letter  do  lie  on  th* 
table  and  be  read  by  the  Clerk. 

The  CliXbk  read  the  letter  as  follovre : — 

"  Owhaoko,  27th  November,  1887. 

"  Sib, — I  have  just  seen  extracts  taken  from 
evidence  in  the  Owhaoko-Eaimanawa  case,  re- 
cently laid  on  the  table  of  the  Legislative 
Council  sold  printed,  which  contain  grave 
charges  against  Sir  Walter  Buller.  On  behaU 
of  that  gentleman,  now  absent  from  the  colony, 
I  desire  to  say  emphatically  that  these  charges 
are  absolutely  untrue  and  without  foundation. 
I  speak  with  a  full  knowledge  of  the  facts  con- 
nected with  the  case,  having  accompanied  Sir 
Walter  Buller  on  his  trip  to  Tanpo,  and  was 
present  most  of  the  time  at  all  his  interviews 
with  the  Natives.  He  interviewed  Hohepa, 
Faurini,  Topia,  and  others  in  the  hotel  at  To- 
kano.  The  Natives  who  gave  evidence  at  the 
recent  Taradale  Court  were  not  present.  One 
of  them,  Te  Aramoana,  who  was  not  present  at 
any  of  Sir  WeJter  Buller's  interviews  with  the 
Natives,  gave  his  evidence  on  the  strength  of 
what  he  had  been  told.  Sir  Walter  Buller  did 
not  take  spirits  in  his  boat  for  the  purpose  of 
intoxicating  the  Natives,  nor  did  he  give  the 
Natives  drink  previous  to  the  meetings.  On 
one  occasion  Hohepa  asked  me  for  a  glass  of 
spirits  during  an  interview  with  him  and 
others,  and  Sir  Walter  Buller  advised  me  not 
to  give  it  to  him.  Sir  Walter  Buller  being 
himself  a  most  abstemious  man,  it  is  exceed- 
ingly improbable  that  he  would  carry  spirits 
about  with  him  to  intoxicate  Natives,  or  that 
his  tent — pitched,  for  convenience,  beside  one 
of  the  hot  springs,  and  shared  with  him  by 
Lady  Buller— would  be  by  him  turned  into  at 
drinking  resort  for  drunken  Natives.  It  is 
worthy  of  remark  that  this  evidence  lately 
printed  is  mostly  hearsay,  the  Natives  them- 
selves constantly  using  the  words  '  I  heard  so.' 
Such  testimony  would  not  be  admitted  in  any 
other  Court  in  the  world,  and  it  is  no  tribute 
to  the  ability  of  the  presiding  Judge  that  he 
allowed  it  to  be  taken  down.  It  really  appears 
as  if  such  portions  only  have  been  selected  as 
would  suffice  to  blacken  Six  Walter  Bullet's 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1887.]         Midkffld  BaUway         [COUNCIL.] 


Bevistd  Gcmtract, 


SSg 


obaiacter  and  place  his  conduct  in  the  worst 
possible  light..  It  is  also  strange,  moreover, 
tiiafe  other  evidence,  more  favourable  to  him, 
bat  beaxing  on  the  same  subject,  has  been 
withheld. 

"  I  respectfully  ask  you,  Sir,  to  have  the 
kindness  to  bring  this  letter  before  the  House, 
in  order  that  it  may  have  the  same  wide  pub- 
licity that  has  been  given  to  the  evidence  al>ove 
alluded  to. — I  have,  iK., 

"B.  T.  Wabb«h, 

"  Owhaoko  Manager. 
"  The  Hon.  Sir  F.  Whitaker, 

"  Legislative  Conncil,  Wellington." 

Tha  Hon.  Sir  P.  WHITAKER.— The  writer 
of  the  letter  states  that,  as  the  charges  have 
been  printed,  he  thought  it  was  only  reasonable 
that  his  answer  should  also  be  printed.  And, 
if  the  Conncil  will  permit  me,  I  will  move  that 
it  be  printed. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  MANTELL.— I  shall  have 
something  to  say  on  this  subject  next  week ; 
but,  in  the  meantime,  on  this  particular  point 
I  think  it  well  to  say  that  last  week  I  saw  a 
member  of  the  House,  and  he  tells  me  that 
he  was  present  when  the  evidence  given  and 
printed  was  taken,  and  that  he  cross-examined 
the  witnesses,  whose  evidence  was  merely  hear- 
say. Two  of  these  witnesses  are  spoken  of  as 
being  drunk  when  they  signed  the  papers,  but 
neither  of  these  was  examined  at  all. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

MIDLAND  RAILWAY  REVISED  CON- 
TRACT. 

ADJOUENED   DEBATE. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  CAMPBELL.— I  wish  to  ask 
yon.  Sir,  what  course  you  will  adopt  in  regard 
to  this  matter,  in  reference  to  the  amendment 
of  which  a  contingent  notice  of  motion  has  been 
given  to  be  moved  by  the  Hon.  Mr.  Stevens,  and 
appears  on  the  Order  Paper. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  STEVENS.— I  would  also  like 
to  know  if  we  are  to  take  the  motion  first ;  or 
are  we  to  take  the  contingent  notice  of  mo- 
tion? 

The  Hon.  the  SPEAKER.— If  the  order,  as 
printed  on  the  Order  Paper  as  No.  1,  be  taken 
and  be  a£5rmed,  it  would  then- be  incompetent 
to  enter  int-o  any  alteration  of  the  paper  before 
the  Council  in  relation  to  the  proposed  contract. 
The  words  are,  "That  this  Council  concurs 
with  the  House  of  Representatives  in  the  draft 
revised  contract  for  the  construction  of  the 
Midland  Railway,  as  reported  by  a  Select  Com- 
mittee of  the  House."  That  being  a£Eirmed  by 
the  Cooncil,  it  would  be  incompetent  after- 
wards, without  proceeding  to  rescind  the  resolu- 
tion, to  deal  with  the  contingent  motion  notice 
of  which  stands  on  the  Order  Paper.  Therefore 
it  will  be  better,  so  as  to  save  the  contingent 
motion,  that  this  order  should  be  proceeded  with 
first. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  MENZIES.— As  a  matter  of 
order  I  draw  your  attention,  Sir,  to  the  claim 
which  I  have  of  addressing  the  Council  on  the 
main  question. 

The  Hon.  the  SPEAKER,— The  honoof- 

TOI<.  US.— U. 


able  member  is  in  possession  of  the  Council, 
and  is  in  order. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  STEVENS.  —  Before  the 
honourable  gentleman  proceeds,  may  I  ask 
whether  my  contingent  motion  will  come  on 
immediately,  or  whether  it  can  be  intercepted 
by  any  other  motion  7 

.  The  Hon.  the  SPEAKER.— No,  it  cannot  be 
intercepted  by  any  other  motion. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  MENZIES.  — Then,  Sir,  I 
have  to  say  to  the  Council  that  I  have  not 
taken  an  opportunity  of  addressing  the  Council 
on  this  question.  As  it  happens,  I  was  absent 
during  the  session  of  1884 ;  and  in  the  session 
of  1886,  when  the  Act  that  was  passed  in  that 
session  was  under  consideration,  I  did  not  take 
an  opportunity  of  addressing  the  Council. 
Since  I  have  not  done  so,  I  wish  to  say  a  few 
words  on  the  merits  of  the  question  now ;  and, 
although  my  friend  the  Hon.  the  Attorney- 
General  told  us  last  night  that  it  was  out  of 
place  to  deal  with  this  question,  seeing  that 
it  was  not  the  original  one,  it  would  only  be  fair 
to  reply  that,  since  it  is  uow  proposed  to  vary 
the  whole  agreement,  that  opens  up  the  ques- 
tion. The  Legislature  has  for  many  years 
had  under  consideration  the  propriety  of 
forming  a  railway  between  the  east  and 
west  coasts  of  the  South  Island.  The 
matter  was  first  stirred  by  persons  in  the 
locality.  The  Government  took  it  up  and  sent 
experts  to  explore  the  whole  country,  which 
was  comparatively  unknown  in  the  early  days  ; 
appointed  Royal  Commissions  to  inquire  into 
the  question,  assisted  by  experts  on  more  than 
one  occasion ;  and  the  almost  uniform  result  of 
the  reports  of  these  experts,  reporting  singly  or 
altogether  as  a  class — Commissioners  reporting 
more  generally  as  laymen,  assisted  by  experts — 
was  to  the  efiect  that  it  was  not  at  all  essential 
to  construct  a  railway  across  from  sea  to  sea 
through  the  Provinces  of  Canterbury  and  West- 
land  ;  that  if  such  a  railway  was  to  be  con- 
structed it  would  not  be  likely  to  pay,  and 
would  be  a  very  poor  investment ;  that  the  time 
had  not  come  to  undertake  such  a  work,  Euad 
that  the  colony  was  not  in  a  position  to  afford 
it.  Now,  the  reports  of  these  experts  went  fully 
into  details  in  all  particulars — the  character  of 
the  country,  the  great  engineering  difficulties 
attending  the  construction  of  the  work  and 
the  enormous  expense  that  must  be  incurred, 
and  the  comparatively  inferior  character  of 
the  country  for  settlement.  That  the  country 
was  rich  in  some  parts  was  agreed,  but 
that  it  was  well  adapted  for  settlement  was 
not  contended.  It  was  not  a  country  that 
would  open  a  field  of  settlement  for  a  large 
number  of  agriculturists.  Still,  however,  those 
who  desired  to  have  the  work  constructed 
pressed  their  views  upon  the  Government 
and  the  colony,  and  the  result  was  that 
after  a  time  an  Act  was  passed  giving  authority 
to  the  Government  to  enter  into  a  contract. 
This  Act  was  pa^ed  in  1884.  Under  the 
authority  of  that  Act  a  contract  was  framed  in 
1885.  Seeing  that  that  contract  did  not  appear 
to  give  all  the  necessary  powers  and  all  the 
necessary  concessions  which  were  required  bj 
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the  oontracton  to  enable  them  to  carry  oat 
their  undertaking,  or  to  get  some  others  who 
were  willing  to  take  up  the  contract  under 
cover  of  theirs,  a  further  Act  was  passed  in 
1886.  Under  the  authority  of  the  Act  of  1886 
negotiations  had  been  going  on  in  order  to  get 
a  contract  which  was  likely  to  be  carried  out 
by  the  contractors,  and  the  result  hitherto  had 
been  that  nobody  had  been  found — no  capitalist 
had  ever  been  found  who  would  agree  to  under- 
take the  work  on  such  terms  as  they  could 
arrange  with  the  Oovemment.  On  different 
occasions  draft  contracts  have  been  sent  out 
from  Home  to  the  Government  by  persons  who 
proposed  to  take  up  the  work,  and  agents  'have 
endeavoured  to  arrange  matters  with  the  Oo- 
vemment,  but  we  find  they  have  been  unsuc- 
cessful. One  particular  point  cannot  fail  to 
catch  the  attention  of  any  one  who  looks  care- 
fully over  all  these  papers,  and  that  is,  that 
when  the  Oovemment  agreed  to  give  certain 
concessions  the  company  asked  for  some  fur- 
ther concessions;  'and  so  they  have  gone  on, 
until  our  Agent-General — in  reference  to  whom 
I  cannot  fail  to  express  my  own  appreciation 
of  the  very  able  and  firm  manner,  a  manner 
beyond  all  praise,  in  which  he  defended  the 
interests  of  the  colony  —  warns  the  Govern- 
ment that  the  time  is  drawing  near  when  the 
Oovemment  must  determine  whether  they 
should  refuse  any  other  concessions.  In  the 
course  of  the  negotiations  that  have  been  going 
on,  the  Agent-General  warns  the  Oovemment 
that  a  fresh  point  is  turned,  a  new  point  of 
departure ;  and  I  do  not  know  whether  I  can 
do  better  than  refer  to  his  own  words  in  regard 
to  that.  Sir  Francis  Dillon  Bill,  writing  on 
the  23rd  August,  says, — 

"  Upon  carefully  examining  the  August  draft 
I  find  that  it  substantially  repeats  the  May 
amendments  ;  but  there  are  some  entirely  new 
provisions,  of  which  the  following  seem  the 
most  important : — 

"  (1.)  A  recital  is  inserted  in  the  preamble, 
declaring  that  the  land  to  be  granted  to  the 
company  is  to  be  2,304,000  acres : 

"  (2.)  The  condition  in  the  December  draft 
for  dividing  the  cost  of  survey  is  struck  out, 
and  that  cost  is  to  be  borne  entirely  by  the 
colony: 

"  (3.)  The  time  for  allowing  interest  on  con- 
struction is  to  be  extended  to  1897  : 

"  (4.)  The  condition  in  the  December  draft 
that  £150,000  should  be  spent  on  the  Brunner- 
Teremakau  section  is  struck  out,  and  the  con- 
straction  of  it  at  all  is  made  contingent  on  the 
necessary  capital  being  obtained  : 

"  (5.)  The  restriction  in  the  December  draft 
against  deviating  from  the  surveyed  line  is 
struck  out,  and,  while  the  line  is  still  to  go  by 
Arthur's  Pass,  the  existing  surveys  are  not  to 
he  binding : 

"  (6.)  It  is  assumed  that  a  contract  contain- 
ing the  May  amendments  and  the  new  altera- 
tions can  be  entered  into  without  fresh  legisla- 
tion ;  but,  if  any  be  necessary,  then  it  is  to  be 
obtained  before  the  end  of  1890. 

"  It  is  obvious,  therefore,  that  the  whole 
•character  of  the  original  contract  of  1885,  as 
Hon,  Mr.  MenMit* 


well  OS  of  the  arrangement  between  the  com- 
pany and  myself  last  year,  is  fundamentally 
changed ;  and,  of  course,  such  a  contract  as  is 
now  proposed  by  the  company  is  impossible 
without  an  entirely  new  Act." 

That,  Sir,  opened  up  an  entirely  new  phase. 
The  Oovemment  of  the  colony  had  agreed  tb&fe 
a  certain  area  of  land  should  be  set  apart,  out 
of  which  any  company  which  undertook  to 
construct  the  work  would  be  allowed  to  select 
an  amount  of  land  that  would  be  of  on  esti- 
mated value  of  £2,500,000,  and  the  minimum 
price  was  to  be  fixed  at  10s.  per  acre.  Ttie 
company  desired  to  have  a  guarantee  that  the 
land,  they  might  select  would  be  worth  the 
amount  of  money ;  and  they  desired  that,  if  it 
should  turn  out  that  the  land  which  they  did 
select  would  not  be  worth  the  amount  at  which 
it  was  estimated,  they  should  be  paid  the  dif- 
ference in  money.  That  is  the  point  in  ques- 
tion. That  is  the  point  we  have  oeen  debating 
the  last  two  days.  Does  this  particular  agree- 
ment fairly  guard  the  colony  against  the  possi- 
bility of  givmg  a  great  deal  more  than  it  hsta 
been  incUned  to  give,  and  has  hitherto  pro- 
mised to  give?  I  was  rather  struck  by  the 
remarks  which  fell  from  the  Hon.  the  Attorney- 
General  in  the  course  of  his  remarkable  speech 
yesterday.  He  said,  talking  about  the  con- 
tract, we  were  bound  by  the  Act  to  make  a 
further  contract.  I  suppose  he  meant  the  Act 
of  1886,  and  I  looked  it  up  to  see  whether  this 
Act  really  contained  an  imperative  provision 
that  Parliament  should  enter  into  a  fresh  con- 
tract ;  but  I  am  unable  to  read  it  in  that 
fashion,  and  I  will  read  to  the  Council  the 
only  clause  in  the  Act  in  which  I  could  see 
that  any  such  provision  could  be  claiiped,  and 
leave  it  to  the  Council  to  determine  whether 
it  is  mandatory  or  not.  The  2nd  section  of 
"The  East  and  West  Coast  (Middle  Island) 
and  Nelson  Railway  and  Bailways  Construc- 
tion Act,  1886,"  says, — 

"  Upon  the  company  being  duly  registered 
in  New  Zealand  under  the  provisions  of  *  The 
Companies  Act,  1882,'  the  Governor  in  Council 
may,  on  behalf  of  Her  Majesty  the  Queen, 
enter  into  a  contract  with  the  company  under 
this  Act. 

"  In  such  contract  the  company  shall  under- 
take to  carry  out  and  be  bound  by  all  the 
provisions  of  the  original  contract,  with  such 
modifications  thereof  as  are  mentioned  in  the 
correspondence  set  out  in  the  Second  Schedule 
hereto  ;  and  such  modified  contract,  and  any 
allocation  of  land  thereunder,  shall  be  deemed 
to  be  a  contract  made  and  an  allocation  of  land 
approved  under  the  provisions  of  '  The  Bast 
and  West  Coast  (Middle  Island]  and  Nelson 
Railway  and  Railways  Construction  Act,  1884,' 
and  the  principal  Act  therein  mentioned,  and 
shall,  immediately  upon  the  execution  thereof, 
and  without  any  further  or  other  proceeding, 
be  operative  and  have  full  force  and  effect, 
notwithstanding  that  the  terms  thereof  may  be 
repugnant  to,  or  inconsistent  with,  the  pro- 
visions of  the  said  Acts,  or  either  of  them: 
Provided  that  the  company  shall  have  the 
right  to  deviate  from  the  line  of  railway,  as 
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•delineated  on  the  plan  marked  A  attached  to 
the  original  contract,  bom  Lyell  to  Nelson,  In 
-sneh  direction  as  may  be  agreed  npon  between 
"the  Government  and  the  company." 

It  says  there  that  the  company  shall  be 
registered.  I  suppose  it  is  registered,  but  I 
4un  not  aware  whether  it  is  or  not,  and  I  do 
not  think  we  have  heard  any  statement  to  the 
■effect  that  it  is  registered.  If  not,  they  could 
not  make  any  cl^dms.  This  appears  to  me  to 
be  the  only  provision  which  might  be  said  to 
refer  to  this :  if  there  is  anything  further,  I  am 
unable  to  discover  it.  This  does  not  miake  it 
imperative  on  the  colony  to  go  blindly  into  any 
-contract.  There  is  no  desire,  I  apprehend,  on 
the  part  of  any  in  the  colony  to  withdraw  in 
«ny  'way  from  any  honourable  engagement  to 
which  it  may  have  been  committed  by  the 
action  of  the  Legislature  of  the  past  three 
years,  and  by  the  contract  which  has  already 
lieen  entered  into.  There  is  only  one  contract, 
I  may  say  in  passing ;  but,  whatever  obliga- 
tion may  have  been  incurred  by  the  Legislature 
-of  the  last  three  years,  there  is  no  one  in  the 
-colony  who  would  desire  to  be  freed  from 
-such  obligation ;  and  therefore  it  is  that  I 
refrain  from  endeavouring  to  reject  altogether 
the  proposal  which  is  now  under  consideration, 
provided  that  we  could  modify  it  in  such  a  way 
as  to  make  it  perfectly  safe  for  the  colony  to 
indorse  it — to  make  it  safe  for  the  colony  to 
agree  to  it,— covering  the  same  terms  which  the 
previous  negotiations,  and  the  previous  legisla- 
tion, and  the  previous  contract  led  contractors 
to  expect  that  the  colony  would  be  willing  to 
grant,  and  which,  I  think,  tbe  colony  should 
be  considered  in  honour  bound  to  carry  out. 
This  was  one  point  which  caught  my  attention 
when  the  Eon.  the  Attorney  -  General  was 
speaking ;  bnt  I  am  unable  to  gee  that  there  is 
any  urgent  necessity,  that  it  is  in  any  way  im- 
perative on  the  colony,  to  make  a  contract  at 
all  hazards.  That  there  is  an  honourable  obli- 
gation to  enter  into  a  contract  on  the  terms 
that  are  fair,  I  admit;  but  that  it  should  be 
imperative  under  any  circumstances,  I  am  un- 
able to  see.  Another  point  that  my  honourable 
friend  referred  to  also  caught  my  attention. 
He  referred  to  the  advantage — the  superiority 
— of  the  proposals  contained  in  the  present 
draft  contract  over  the  original  contract  with 
respect  to  the  mining  commimity.  Now,  Sir, 
I  am  not  disposed  to  say  that  the  late  Govern- 
ment, although  it  may  have  entered  somewhat 
hnrriedly  into  the  contract  of  1885,  was  by  any 
means  neglectfnl  of  the  interests  of  the  mining 
eonunmiity.  Now,  we  have  many  Acts  of  the 
General  Assembly  affecting  the  working  of  the 
gold-mines.  Under  these  provisions  it  would  be 
quite  competent  for  the  Governor  to  take  pos- 
session of  any  lands  which  are  found  to  abound 
in  gold  and  are  fit  for  mining.  Under  the 
lOning  Act,  section  40,  full  power  is  given 
there,  and  I  apprehend  this  clause  would 
l>ring  the  Mining  Act  into  operation,  so  far  as 
it  a&ccted  any  lands  granted  by  this  contract. 
That  section  -says, — 

"  All  lands  which  since  the  twenty-ninth  day 
«(  September,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 


seventy-three,  have  been  or  may  hereafter  be 
alienated  or  agreed  to  be  alienated  from  the 
Crown,  whether  by  way  of  absolute  sale  or 
lease  or  for  any  lesser  interest,  and  all  lands 
which  have  been  so  alienated  at  any  time  pre- 
vious to  tbe  above-mentioned  date,  with  the 
consent  of  the  owners  thereof  respectively, 
shall  be  liable  to  be  resumed  for  mining  pur- 
poses (except  lands  alienated  expressly  for 
mining  purposes)  by  Her  Majesty,  on  paying 
full  compensation  to  the  licensee,  lessee,  or 
owner  of  the  fee-simple  thereof  for  the  value, 
other  than  auriferous  or  argentiferous,  of  the 
lands  and  improvements  so  resumed,  upon  the 
terms  and  conditions  hereinafter  provided." 

I  apprehend  that  that  gives  ample  power; 
and,  if  that  was  not  enough,  we  have  in  the 
legislation  of  the  year  1682  an  Act  providing 
for  the  resumption  of  land  for  mining  purposes, 
and,  if  this  Act  does  not  cover  the  whole  of  the 
field,  then  that  Act  certainly  does.  The  whole 
purport  of  that  Act  was  to  enable  the  Govern- 
ment to  resume  land  for  mining  purposes  when- 
ever required.  I  believe  the  object  of  the 
colony,  as  well  as  of  its  Ministers,  is  to  act 
fairly  by  those  with  whom  they  have  been 
negotiating  for  some  time.  Many  Councillors 
are  not  satisfied  that  the  proposal  which  ia 
now  under  consideration  should  be  carried. 
If  they  are  not,  they  should  allow  a  Committee 
of  this  Council  to  consider  the  question,  and 
leisurely  revise  the  draft  contract.  In  that 
there  can  be  no  harm.  If  they  are  satisfied 
that  all  provisions  are  made  which  are  neces- 
sary, it  is  possible  that  no  alteration  may  be 
made  in  the  contract.  If  they  are  not  so  satis- 
fied, then  I  have  no  doubt  that  the  Ministers 
themselves  would  willingly  accept  of  any  altera- 
tions such  as  are  likely  to  attain  the  desired 
effect.  This  I  am  quite  certain  of :  that  Parlia- 
ment means  either  to  give  the  guarantee  or  to 
refuse  to  give  it.  How  much  better  it  will  be 
to  express  that  decision  in  such  terms  as  cannot 
be  misunderstood  I  At  the  best,  from  what  has 
fallen  from  the  Hon.  the  Attorney-General,  it 
appeam  that  he  first  of  all  moved  the  adoption 
of  this  draft  contract  under  the  impression  that 
the  provisions  it  contained  were  sufficient,  and 
last  night  he  informed  the  Council  that  he  was 
ready  to  make  such  alterations  as  would  make 
the  matter  sufficient. 

The  Hon.  Sir  F.  WHITAKEB.— I  made  the 
statement  that  the  original  contract  was  not 
insufficient,  but  that  to  suit  the  views  of  honour- 
able members  1  would  alter  the  contract. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  MENZIES.— The  very  fact  of 
his  bringing  this  forward  showed  that  some- 
thing further  was  necessary ;  and  it  is  in  order 
to  satisfy  the  Council  on  these  matters  that  I 
now  move  that  the  consideration  of  the  draft 
revised  contract  be  referred  to  a  Select  Com- 
mittee, to  consist  of  the  usual  number  of  mem- 
bers. I  move,  That  the  consideration  of  the 
draft  revised  contract  for  the  Midland  Bailway 
be  referred  to  a  Select  Committee,  consisting 
of  the  Hon.  Sit  F.  Whitaker,  the  Hon.  l^Ir. 
Waterhouse,  the  Hon.  Mr.  Holmes,  the  Hon. 
Dr.  Pollen,  the  Hon.  Mr.  Miller,  the  Hon.  Mi. 
Johnsonj-anj  the  mover. 
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The  Hon.  Mr.  STEVENS.— On  a  point  of 
Older,  I  understood  you  to  say,  Sir,  mat  the 
contingent  motion  I  placed  on  the  Order  Paper 
\riU  not  be  intercepted. 

The  Hon.  the  SPEAKEB.— Thatis  so— inter- 
cepted, of  course,  by  any  one  when  you  bad 
the  opportunity.  The  honourable  member  is 
in  possession  of  the  Council,  and  it  is  quite 
competent  for  him  to  take  advantage  of  bis 
being  in  possession  of  the  Council,  and  one  of 
the  privileges  of  a  member  in  that  position  is 
that  he  can  move  an  amendment  to  a  question 
that  may  be  before  it. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  LAHMAIinT.— Imust  acknow- 
ledge that  the  leader  of  the  Council  has  been 
ont-generalled  for  the  time  being  on  this  ques- 
tion. I  was  satisfied  with  the  amendment 
moved  by  the  Hon.  Mr.  Waterhonse,  and  also 
with  the  addition  given  notice  of  by  the  Hon. 
the  Attorney-General.  The  repute  of  New 
Zealand  in  the  Old  Country  is  of  a  tender 
nature,  and  the  Hon.  Mr.  Holmes  has  made  it 
his  particular  business  in  this  debate  to  make 
that  repute  worse  than  it  is.  If  it  had  not  been 
for  his  remarks  I  should  not  have  risen  on  this 
occasion.  The  honourable  gentleman  delivered 
a  speech  which  might  well  have  been  made  in 
1884,  when  the  question  arose,  "  Shall  we  enter 
into  the  contract  or  not  ?"  But  the  question 
now  is  simply  this:  "Shall  we  facilitate  the 
efforts  of  the  company  to  raise  money  in  order 
to  carry  on  the  work?"  The  question  as  to 
whether  the  work  shall  be  carried  on  has  long 
been  decided.  It  is  now  considered  that  it 
might  be  beneficieil  to  all  parties  to  give  better 
concessions  to  thccompany.  These  concessions 
have  been  well  considered  in  another  branch 
of  the  Legislature.  The  proposed  concessions 
have  been  passed  there,  and  they  have  been 
sent  to  the  Council  for  approval.  The  Hon. 
Mr.  Holmes  made  it  his  business  to  speak 
against  the  contract  itself.  He  based  his  ob- 
jections to  the  contract  on  unreliable  reports, 
which  have  been  subsequently  contradicted, 
and  on  the  report  of  a  Boyal  Commission.  I 
consider  that  the  report  of  the  Boyal  Com- 
mission was  not  worth  the  paper  it  was 
written  on.  I  base  that  opinion  on  my  own 
observation  of  how  that  Commission  went  to 
work  in  order  to  get  the  necessary  informa- 
tion. By  making  the  proposed  concessions  the 
colony  will  be  benefited  considerably.  We 
must  not  forget  that  the  making  of  this  rail- 
way will  extend  over  a  period  of  from  ten  to 
twelve  years.  Employment  will  thus  be  given 
to  a  large  number  of  those  who  are  now  unem- 

gloyed.  Already  a  great  many  hundreds  of 
kbotirers  have  found  employment  on  the  rail- 
way. The  construction  of  the  railway  will  also 
give  an  impetus  to  shipping  and  other  business, 
for  the  amount  of  matwial  to  be  brought  here 
must  be  very  great.  The  Hon.  Mr.  Holmes 
said  that  the  railway  could  never  yield  any 
zetum,  and  that  the  land  was  not  worth  any- 
thing at  all:  at  the  same  time  he  said  the 
colony  had  no  right  to  part  with  such  an  extent 
of  land  to  the  company.  If  the  land  is  worth 
nothing  at  all,  then  the  sooner  we  part  with  it 
the  better.  But  I  decline  to  Mcept  the  honour- 


able gentleman's  assertion.  I  should  like  to 
know  from  whence  the  honourable  gentle- 
man got  his  information.  I  have  also  some 
information  on  this  matter,  and  it  is  infor- 
mation gained  from  my  own  observation,  and 
is  information  founded  on  fact.  I  know,  for 
instance,  that,  since  this  railway  has  been 
started  at  the  West  Coast  end,  timber  land  in 
the  neighbourhood  has  gone  up  in  price.  Land 
which  formerly  was  valued  at  10s.  an  acre  i» 
now  valued  at  £10  an  acre  for  the  timber  alone. 
I  have  not  the  least  doubt  that  the  specified 
sum,  £1,250,000,  will  be  obtained  within  the 
prescribed  area.  There  are  certainly  tracts 
of  land  there  which  are  not  worth  much ;  but 
we  know,  at  the  same  time,  that  the  country 
is  full,  if  not  of  gold,  at  any  rate  of  coal  and 
iron.  There  may  not  be  five  millions  of  acres 
of  land  fit  for  agricultural  purposes,  but  I  have 
no  doubt  that  there  axe  many  thousands  of 
acres  which  will  be  found  to  contain  gold. 
Therefore  it  is  wrong  to  say  that  the  land  is  not 
worth  einyching  at  all,  and  that  this  company 
is  more  a  sham  than  anything  else,  and  ths^ 
they  will  never  be  able  to  carry  out  the  work. 
All  this  has  been  stated,  and  we  know  very 
well  that  the  present  repute  of  the  colony  in 
England  is  pcurtly  owing  to  speeches  made  in 
Parliament.  It  is  detrimental  to  the  interests 
of  the  colony  and  detrimental  to  the  functions 
of  the  Legislature  to  give  the  colony  such  a 
bad  neune.  No  good  can  be  derived  from  it.  I 
trust  that  the  word  "repudiation"  will  never  be 
used  in  this  Council,  or  in  any  other  place  in 
New  Zealand.  If  the  colony  declines  to  cany 
out  the  contract  it  has  entered  into  the  country 
will  be  very  much  worse  ofi  than  it  is  now.  We 
have  now  to  endeavour  to  agree  to  a  contract 
which  will  be  carried  out  by  the  parties ;  and,  if 
we  can  concede  anything  without  imposing  any 
burden  on  the  colony,  we  ought  to  do  so.  X 
am  fully  prepared  to  agree  to  the  proposed  con- 
cessions so  long  as  the  colony  wUl  not  be 
responsible  for  any  loss  which  may  result  in 
case  the  land  does  not  fetch  £1,250,000.  The 
proposed  contract  fully  conserves  the  mining 
interests,  which  the  former  contract  did  not. 
That,  in  my  opinion,  is  a  very  important 
matter. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  BAENICOAT.— I  hope  the 
Council  will  not  pass  the  amendment  moved 
by  the  Hon.  Mr.  Menzies.  The  Council  has 
already  permitted  a  similar  amendment  refer- 
ring the  matter  to  the  Committee  to  be  with- 
drawn, and  I  trust  the  present  amendment  will 
be  negatived.  The  question  of  the  worth  or 
policy  of  the  Midland  Bailway  has  already  been 
settled.  We  have  now  nothing  to  do  with  that. 
It  is  a  question  of  the  past.  The  question 
now  before  the  Council  is,  whether  it  will  grant 
certain  additional  concessions  or  refuse  them. 
Some  of  these  concessions  are  embodied  in  the 
contract  now  before  the  Council.  There  is  one 
important  point,  and  it  is  only  to  that  that  I 
shall  direct  the  few  remarks  I  wish  to  meike — 
the  point  referred  to  by  the  Agent-General  as 
the  central  point  in  the  whole  matter.  It  will 
be  found  in  the  following  words : — 

» If  the  2,304,000  acres  of  land  selected  by 
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tile  company  and  granted  by  the  Queen  does 
not,  on  sale,  realise  the  sum  of  £1,250,000,  the 
<Jneen  vill,  npon  the  completion  of  the  said 
zailway,  grant  suoh  additional  land  as  may  be 
necessary  to  bring  the  total  selling  valae  of  the 
land  granted  up  to  the  said  sam  of  £1,250,000." 
I  confess  that  on  reading  this  I  was  very 
mnoh  startled.  It  seemed  to  -weaken  or  remove 
any  interest  in  or  motive  for  good  or  careful 
management  on  the  part  of  the  company,  and 
to  involve  a  possibly  very  large  future  demand 
on  the  colony.    After  more  fully  considering  the 

Joint,  I  see  it  in  a  different  light.  I  have  en- 
eavonred  to  place  myself  in  the  position  of  the 
omipany,  and  it  does  seem  to  me  a  very  natural 
demand  to  make.  To  refuse  this  concession 
VDuld,  I  think,  seem  to  betray  suspicion  that 
ibe  land  which  is  to  be  given  in  payment  for 
Oie  railway  is  not  worth  what  we  profess  to 
believe  it  is  worth.  The  value,  no  doubt,  of 
Umd  in  the  future  is  very  doubtful  and  specu- 
lative, and  I  think  that  the  company  are  not 
nnreasonable  in  calling  on  New  Zealand  to 
share  to  some  extent  in  that  speculation.  Sir 
Dillon  Bill  represents  the  agent  of  the  com- 
pany as  putting  it  in  this  light:  "The  oom- 
Jiany  take  up  the  ground  that  the  clause 
gnaranteeing  the  value  of  the  land  does  nothing 
more  than  express,  in  simple  and  intelligible 
Itngnage,  the  terms  of  the  original  contract, 
ud  the  understajiding  on  which  all  the  nego- 
tiations have  been  carried  on  from  the  first." 
^lis  does  not  seem  to  me  to  be  an  unreason- 
able mode  of  putting  the  concession  that  the 
oompany  now  ask,  especially  as  it  is  very  largely 
modified  in  the  draft  contract  now  before  the 
Council.  The  words  in  the  draft  agreement 
Mem  to  me  to  preclude  any  money  demands 
being  made  by  the  company  under  any  con- 
tbgency;  bat,  inasmuch  as  the  Oovemment 
BOW  propose  an  amendment  that  will  preclude 
sny  possibility  whatever  of  such  a  demand 
kmg  made,  I  shall  vote  for  the  amendment 
of  the  Hon.  Hr.  Stevens  when  it  comes  before 
tbe  Cooncil. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  WATEBHOUSE.— I  wish  the 
Oooneil  to  understand  exactly  the  position  in 
which  the  matter  now  remains.  I  take  it  that 
file  question  you,  Sir,  will  put  will  be,  "That 
the  words  proposed  to  be  struck  out  stand 
part  of  the  question,"  and  that  that  vrill  not 
^event  our  adding  any  other  words  in  addi- 
tion, explanatory  of  our  intention,  as,  for 
instance,  the  words  proposed  by  the  Hon.  Hr. 
Stevens. 

The  Hon.  the  SPEAKEB.— The  Hon.  Kr. 
Kevenshaspnt  a  question  to  me  which  I  found 

r(t  difficulty  in  deciding,  and  so  reserved  it 
further  consideration.  The  question  was, 
whether  it  woold  be  competent  for  him  to  move 
file  contingent  motion  that  appears  on  the 
Order  Paper  in  the  event  of  the  Council  decid- 
ing that  the  first  order  of  the  day  should  stand 
M  printed;  in  other  words,  whether,  if  the 
Council  should  decide  that  these  words  stand 
]Mtt  of  tiie  question,  he  could  move  for  words 
mteipolating  that  question.  The  difficulty  is 
aiMvel  one.  It  is  proposed  to  alter  the  words 
in  the  fixst  order  referring  to  the  contract  that 


has  been  laid  on  the  table ;  therefore  the  ques- 
tion is,  H  it  is  decided  tiiat  the  contract  should 
stemd  as  sent  to  us  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives, could  it  be  amended  by  interpolating 
these  words  ?  On  reflection,  I  have  come  to  the 
conclusion  that  that  cannot  be  done,  but  it  is 
cornpatent  for  the  honourable  member  to  move 
words  in  addition  that  are  not  contradictory  to 
the  question.  That  the  words  stand  part  of 
the  question.  I  would  take  the  opportunity 
of  pointing  out  to  the  Council  that  there  ia 
among  the  Standing  Orders  a  Standing  Order 
which  is  of  a  very  comprehensive  character. 
It  is  Standing  Order  No.  150,  which  is  as 
follows:  "No  amendment  may  be  proposed  to 
be  made  to  any  words  which  the  Council  has 
resolved  shall  stand  part  of,  be  inserted  in,  ot 
added  to  a  question,  except  the  addition  of 
other  words  hereto."  That  is  large  and  oonl- 
prehensive. 

The  Council  divided  on  the  question,  "That 
the  words  proposed  to  be  omitted  stana  part  of 
the  question." 

Ayes,  20. 
Acland  Lahmann  Scotland 

Baillie         ■      Martin  Shephard 

Barnicoat  Oliver  Stevens 

Bonar  Peacock  Walker 

Brett  Pollen  Waterhouse 

Buckley  Beeves  Whitaker. 

Ghamberlin       Bichmond 


Noss,  12. 

Campbell 
Dignan 
Fraser 
Holmes 

Johnson 
Menzieg 
Miller 
Peter 

Shrimski 
Swanson 
Taiaroa 
Williams 

Majority  for, 
Words  retained. 

8. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  STEVENS.— I  now  move  the 
addition  of  these  words:  "  Provided  that,  in  the 
contract  to  be  formed  thereon,  section  8  be 
amended  as  follows :  That  the  following  words 
be  inserted  in  clause  8,  line  7,  after  the  figures 
'£1,250,000:'  'the  only  claim  of  the  company 
in  respect  of  such  difierence  (if  any)  shall  be* 
right  on  the  part  of ; '  and,  in  the  same  line, 
after  'company,'  to  erase  the  word  'may;' 
in  line  8,  after  the  word  *  thereafter,'  to  insert 
the  word  '  to.'  " 

The  Hon.  Mr.  CAMPBELL.— I  wish  to  say 
that  I  think  the  history  the  Hon.  Mr.  Water- 
house-  gave  us  the  other  day  of  the  whole  of 
these  contracts  was  an  exceedingly  lucid  and 
able  one.  He  traced  the  contracts  from  the 
beginning,  and  showed  exactly  how  we  came 
out.  Now,  the  original  contract,  he  showed  us, 
was  that  fifteen  miles  of  land  should  be  appro- 
priated on  each  side  of  the  railway,  and  the 
Gkyvemment  would  get  alternate  blocks.  I 
have  been  over  a  good  deal  of  this  land,  and  I 
know  it.  I  have  also  gone  into  the  Bill  vary 
carbfnlly.  It  gives  power  to  the  Govemment 
to  give  a  promissory  note  for  £1,260,000.  I 
contend  that  cannot  be  denied.  Now,  I  ask,  i{ 
the  railway  is  worth  making  at  all,  why  should 
we  not  oonstmot  it?  The  subscribed  capital 
of  this  company,  it  hu  been  pointed  out,  ia 


Digitized  by 


Google 


230 


Midland  BaUway 


[COUNCIL.]       'Revised  Contract.        [Dec.  1 


only  £250,000.  I  do  not  know  bow  much  of 
that  has  actually  been  paid  up ;  and  this  com- 
pany will  go  in  for  selling  this  for  a  very  con- 
siderable amount,  and  they  can  transfer  to 
anybody.  I  was  very  much  struck  with  the 
remark  of  the  Hon.  ilx.  Fharazyn,  who  said 
this  company  might  become  a  land  conpsny, 
and  he  thought  it  was  very  likely  to  happen. 
I  have  been  told,  upon  very  good  anthority, 
whioh  I  would  not  dispute,  that  the  land  to 
he  given  is  worth  considerably  more  than  it 
has  been  estimated  at — 10s.  per  acre.  I  have 
been  informed  that  a  portion  of  it  could  be 
sold  at  25s.  per  acre.  You  do  not  offer  the 
company  any  inducement  to  sell  it  at  more 
than  l(te.  There  is  also  a  part  of  the  land 
which  is  subject  to  obligations,  and  the  people 
residing  on  it  will  have  to  be  driven  down  to 
the  Waitaki  in  order  to  make  up  the  whole 
ooncem ;  and  I  have  been  told,  by  a  man 
whose  oi^ion  I  would  take  before  that  of  any 
Minister  of  the  Grown,  that  there  will  be  a 
loss  of  £500,000.  Then,  we  know  we  have  not 
got  a  contract,  and  we  do  not  know  that  they 
ore  going  to  complete  the  line.  If  you  will 
read  the  agreement  through,  you  will  find  no 
agreement  that  the  company  shall  complete  the 
contract ;  and  why  on  earth  should  we  go  and 
enter  into  this  without  getting  corresponding 
advantages  ?  I  was  surprised  at  the  Hon.  Mr. 
A^'aterhouse  consenting  to  withdraw  his  Moend- 
ment.  The  Government  ought  to  have  some 
concession  made  in  their  favour  in  this  matter. 
The  concessions  seem  to  be  going  all  the  one 
way.  I  have  been  told  that  750,000  acres  of 
this  land  was  actually  gazetted  by  the  late 
Minister  of  Mines  in  defiance  of  the  Qovem- 
ment. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  BUCKLEY.— No. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  CAMPBELL.  —  Of  course  I 
must  accept  the  honourable  gentleman's  state- 
ment. There  is  land  here  which  will  go  for 
10s.  on  acre,  and  which  the  Oovemment  of  Sir 
Qeorge  Grey  reserved  from  sale  at  £2  an  acre. 
t  consider  that  we  are  proposing  to  give  the 
company  the  pre-emptive  right  to  take  out  all 
the  oest  land  in  the  country.  The  Solicitor- 
General  has  forwarded  us  a  memorandum 
stating  distinctly  that  the  words  proposed  to  be 
added  should  be  included  in  the  contract.  I 
say  things  are  bad  indeed  when  we  refuse  to 
refer  this  matter  to  a  Conmuttee.  I  will  take 
very  good  care  that  a  report  of  this  debate 
shall  go  Home  to  England  to  all  the  banks. 
Why  should  we  be  afraid  to  refer  this  matter 
to  a  Committee  ?    Surelv  it  con  do  no  harm. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  RICHMOND.— I  have  given  a 
vote  this  evening  which  is  not  at  all  accoidi&g 
to  my  desires.  I  must  thank  my  honourable 
friend  for  having  brought  forward  this  amend- 
ment. I  feel  certain  that  the  more  explicit  we 
are  the  better  it  will  be  for  all  parties  con- 
cerned— not  only  for  ourselves,  but  for  those 
who  have  to  find  the  money  for  this  scheme. 
I  think  the  greater  the  candour  we  show  in 
every  respect  the  better ;  and  the  plain  speaking 
we  have  had,  and  the  plain  speaking  I  hope 
we  shall  have  to  the  end  of  the  chapter,  will 
he  useful.  It  would  mean  nothing  but  mis- 
Son.  Mr.  Campbell 


chief  to  the  colony  to  have  this  affair  under- 
taken upon  any  mistake,  or  upon  any  imreal 
expectation  fostered  by  us.  I  have  thought  it- 
my  duty  on  more  than  one  occasion  to  speak 
my  mind  plainly,  and  I  thank  the  Hon.  Mr. 
Holmes  for  having  spoken  as  plainly  as  he  has- 
done.  I  will  add  my  little  testimony  in  the 
same  direction.  I  will  reply  to  something  which 
has  fallen  from  the  Hon.  Mr.  Lahmaim.  H» 
was  highly  indignant  at  the  mode  in  which  th» 
prospects  of  this  line  were  dealt  with  by  the  Hos. 
Mr.  Holmes  and  others.  I  would  remind  the- 
honourable  gentleman  and  the  Council  that  the 
goldfields,  which  really  are  the  only  tangibl* 
hope  of  profit  out  of  this  line,  for  no  one  of  any 
experience  expects  that  coal  and  timber  will  be 
carried  over  Arthur's  Pass — these  goldfields  do 
not  require  a  railway  for  their  development. 
They  have  existed  for  years  ;  they  were  for  a. 
considerable  period  a  very  important  port  of 
the  industry  of  the  country;  and  they  were 
opened  and  fed  then  not  by  a  railway,  not- 
by  fine  steamers  and  through  harbours  with 
tolerably  -  accessible  entrances,  but  by  small 
coasting  vessels,  and  the  smallest  class  of 
steamers,  and  without  any  roads  for  a  consider- 
able time.  There  is  no  industry  that  less- 
demands  railways  than  the  gold-mining  indus- 
try. As  for  coal,  no  one  who  has  considered 
this  question  or  who  has  any  knowledge  of 
railway  operations  would  dream  for  a  moment- 
that  the  coal  or  timber  on  the  West  Coast, 
was  going  to  be  transported  over  Arthur's 
Pass.  There  is  not  the  slightest  probability 
of  it.  In  speaking  plainly  we  are  doing  some- 
thing towa^s  removing  a  reproach  which  I 
heard  cost  on  this  scheme  m  words  which 
I  shall  always  remember — namely,  that  it- 
is  "  the  most  mendacious  proposition  that 
ever  proceeded  from  any  quarter  in  New 
Zealand."  Those  are  not  the  words  of  a- 
stranger — of  some  one  unacquainted  with  the 
affairs  of  the  country — but  of  a  very  old  settler^ 
who  has  travelled  over  ever^  port  of  the  colony 
and  a  great  deal  outside  it— a  very  oautioos 
and,  I  will  say,  a  very  wise  man.  The  result  of 
tbe  scheme  is  sure  to  be  a  failure  in  London 
and  New  Zealand.  At  the  same  time,  we  have 
gone  so  far  that  the  old  legal  maxim,  *'  Fieri 
non  debuit,  factum  valet,  comes  into  force.. 
We  do  not  know  at  this  hour  what  interests 
have  arisen  under  the  contrsMst.  We  have 
no  right  to  assume  that  there  are  none.  The 
loss  under  the  scheme  wiU  fall  upon  people- 
who  have  taken  it  up  in  perfect  good-faith. 
We  have  been  told  several  times  that  w« 
have  the  authority  of  Mr.  Brodie  Hooce  sad 
his  colleagues  as  to  the  valuable  quality  of  the 
land  that  is  offered,  and  the  value  of  the  line 
when  constructed.  I  am  quite  certain  that  no- 
man  of  ordinary  judgment  going  over  that  line 
would  say  that  there  is  a  fair  prospect  of  fair 
gains  to  be  made  out  of  it;  and  Mr.  Hoare'a 
honesty  can  only  be  defended  at  the  cost 
of  his  common  -  sense.  That  there  will  be 
large  profits  made  upon  the  manipulation  of 
the  money  I  do  not  doubt.  My  regret  is  that 
the  distance  to  which  this  matter  has  gone 
prevents  my  voting  as  I  should  have  desLced  to 
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vote  on  all  ocoomons — namely,  in  direct  oppo- 
ntion  to  the  scheme.  Now  that  the  thing  18 
established  I  desire  to  give  really  the  fairest 
chance  possible  of  profit  to  those  who  under- 
take it.  I  deeply  regret  that  the  Legislature 
should  have  tiJien  up  the  matter  in  the  first 
instance,  although  I  cannot  deny  that  they  are 
bound  to  continue  it  liberally,  having  begun  it. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  WATEBHOUSE.— I  congratu- 
late my  honourable  friend  who  has  just  sat 
down  at  having  been  able  to  work  up  his  sen- 
timentSl  feelings  upon  the  most  unlikely  ol  all 
subjects  to  arouse  one's  feelings  of  sentiment, 
and  that  is  the  Midland  Railway.  I  do  not 
know  whether  it  is  that  I  am  of  a  colder  and 
mora  phlegmatic  nature  than  my  honourable 
friend,  but  I  must  confess  that  the  Bill  has 
not  aroused  my  sentimental  feelings.  To  me  it 
is  the  most  unsentimental  and,  I  may  add,  one 
of  the  most  unsightly  pieces  of  legislation  I 
have  ever  had  to  do  with.  I  agree  with  a  great 
deaJ  that  the  Hon.  Mr.  Richmond  has  said, 
but  my  action  in  this  matter  has  been  deter- 
mined by  force  of  circumstances.  I  recognise 
that  the  Bill  must  pass  one  way  or  the  other, 
and  my  object  has  been  to  make  it  as  little  in- 
jtirions  as  possible  to  the  colony  ;  and,  with  the 
amendment  proposed  by  the  Hon.  Mr.  Stevens, 
I  think  it  will  now  be  brought  into  a  shape 
»imil.».T  to  that  in  which  I  expressed  three  years 
ago  my  readiness  lukewarmly  to  support  the 
measure — namely,  that  it  should  not  involve 
the  colony  in  any  expenditure  whatever. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  TAIAROA.— I  desire  to  explain 
my  reason  for  voting  with  the  "Noes."  I 
thought  it  would  be  advisable  to  refer  this 
matter  to  a  Select  Committee ;  and  I  thought 
the  Council  should  give  careful  consideration 
to  the  question  of  this  railway.  It  must  be 
acknowledged  that  it  is  from  the  formation 
of  so  many  railways  that  we,  collectively  and 
individually,  have  been  compelled  to  borrow 
money.  It  is  owing  to  the  large  sums  of 
money  which  have  been  raised  that  the  diffi- 
culties now  fall  upon  us — both  Europeans  and 
Haoris.  We  are  all  in  the  hands  of  other  per- 
sons. It  is  all  very  well  for  honourable  mem- 
bers to  laugh  ;  but  it  cannot  be  denied  that  we 
are  being  taxed  even  down  to  the  poorest  man. 
I  am  a  farmer,  and  I  own  perhaps  more  farms 
than  many  honourable  members  in  this  Council. 
I  bought  those  farms  at  a  high  price,  and  now 
they  have  gone  down  to  a  very  low  price.  I 
think  that  this  fall  in  the  price  of  land  is  owing 
to  the  large  sums  of  money  spent  on  railways ; 
and  it  is  owing  to  this  that  the  public  have  no 
money  of  their  own.  Before  there  were  any 
railways  the  price  of  land  was  high  enough,  and 
people  hod  money.  Now  we  propose  to  give  away 
our  land  to  foreigners.  The  company  is  not 
formed  by  ourselves.  It  is  quite  possible  for  us 
to  raise  the  money  on  these  lands  and  to  do  the 
vodc  ourselves.  Those  who  form  that  company 
may  be  from  many  nations.  I  maintain  that  we 
•le  giving  away  our  land  to  other  persons,  when 
we  could  well  do  the  work  ourselves.  That  is 
why  I  thought  it  advisable  to  refer  the  matter 
to  a  Select  Conunittee.  I  do  not  think  we 
oaght  to  be  governed  by  what  passes  in  another 


Chamber ;  I  think  that  we,  being  unprejudiced, 
are  the  persons  who  ought  to  consider  more 
fairly  the  subject  of  this  railway.  I  have  not 
any  objections  to  the  railway  itself ;  but  I 
think  we  should  be  careful  before  passing  such 
a  measure  as  this,  because  we  are  the  persona 
who  will  have  to  suffer  eventually.  We  are  too 
apt  to  blame  the  railway  or  the  way  in  which  it 
is  carried  out ;  but  v  .>  should  remember  that 
we  are  the  persons  who  authorise  the  railways. 
I  agree  with  the  Hon.  Mr.  Campbell  that  this 
amounts  to  the  issue  of  a  promissory  note  for  the 
sum  named.  I  think  that  all  the  Acts  We  pass 
amount  to  promissory  notes,  because  they  incur 
liability.  I  therefore  think  the  Council  should 
be  careful  before  passing  this  measure. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  OLIVER.— It  has  been  as- 
sumed by  one  speaker  that  it  is  not  still  open 
to  the  Council  to  appoint  a  Select  Committee 
to  consider  this  matter.  I  think  that  is  an 
error.  It  is  still  open  to  propose  a  Committee 
to  examine  this  subject,  and  to  propose  that  the 
names  shall  be  balloted  for,  or  other  names 
inserted  in  place  of  those  suggested.  The  ques- 
tion that  the  Council  has  decided  is  that  the 
Committee,  consisting  of  so  many  names,  shall 
not  be  appointed.  So  far  as  I  understand  it, 
that  only  has  been  negatived.  I  do  not  say  it 
is  desirable  to  appoint  a  Select  Committee.  I 
think  that  the  acceptance  of  t&e  suggestion  of 
my  honourable  friend  Mr.  Watej;hou3e  by  the 
Sovemment,  and  the  proposal  of  this  amend- 
ment, which  I  suppose  the  Council  will  adopt, 
gets  rid  to  a  very  considerable  extent  of  tne 
necessity  for  the  appointment  of  a  Select  Com- 
mittee. With  regard  to  the  matter  which  I 
brought  before  the  Council — bamely,  the  neces- 
sity for  legislating  against  the  pcssibility  of 
these  private  railway  companies  adopting  dis- 
criminating rates,  rates  discriminating  between 
one  customer  of  the  railway  and  another,  the 
adoption  of  which  plan  has  had  so  disastrous  an 
effect  in  the  United  States — I  have  consulted 
the  Attorney-General,  and  I  understand  that 
he  has  consulted  his  colleagues  about  it,  and  I 
am  assured  that,  while  they  recognise  the  desir- 
ableness of  legislating  in  that  direction,  they  do 
not  think  this  opportunity  is  the  most  fitting, 
and  that,  in  their  opinion,  a  fitting  opportunity 
should  be  taken  to  legislate  not  only  with  re- 
gard to  the  limitation  of  the  power  of  adopting 
discriminating  rates  by  this  company,  but  by 
another  private  company  in  existence — namely, 
the  Wellington  and  Manawatu  Company.  That 
it  is  absolutely  necessar>'  that  injury  to 
that  sort  should  be  passed  I  feel  perfectly  con- 
vinced. The  evidence  has,  in  the  last  day  or 
two,  accumulated  in  my  hands  as  to  the  ex- 
treme corruption,  and  the  extreme  injury  to 
free  and  proper  business,  in  the  United  States 
owing  to  certain  companies  returning  heavy 
rebates  to  certain  customers.  It  has  resulted 
in  this :  that  certain  railway  companies  unite 
and  actually  crush  out  of  existence  some 
firms.  It  is  most  important  that  such  a 
thing  should  be  prevented  from  occurring  in 
New  Zealand.  Finding  that,  in  the  opinion 
of  the  Government,  this  occasion  is  not  the 
most  fitting  one  to  legislate  on  this  subject. 
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and  that  they  acknowledge  the  desiiable- 
ness  of  legislating  on  it,  I  shall  vratch  their 
actions  in  this  matter,  and,  i{  they  do  not 
stir  on  a  proper  opportunity  presenting  itself, 
I  shall  myself  propose  such  legislation.  I  think 
a  fitting  opportunity  would  be  when  a  Public 
Works  Bill  is  before  the  Council,  or  a  Bill  deal- 
ing with  some  such  matters  as  come  before  us 
in  a  Public  Works  Bill.  With  regard  to  the 
general  question,  I  have  hitherto,  in  this 
debate,  refrained  from  expressing  any  opinion 
whatever.  The  only  time  when  I  have  thought 
it  my  duty  to  express  an  opinion  on  the  subject 
was  four  years  ago,  when  I  not  only  spoke 
•gainst  this  scheme,  but  voted  against  it.  I 
have  been  absent  from  the  Council  for  a 
period  of  two  years,  and  in  my  absence  the 
Council  has  legislated  on  this  matter,  and  it 
stands  in  a  very  different  position  now  from 
the  position  which  it  occupied  when  I  voted 
against  it.  And,  Sir,  although  my  opinions 
liave  not  changed — the  opinions  I  expressed  on 
the  occasion  to  which  I  allude — yet  the  oircum- 
Btances  in  which  we  stand  have  very  much 
changed.  This  land  has  been  visited  by  repre- 
sentatives of  this  company — men  who,  so 
far  as  one  could  gather  in  intercourse  with 
them,  are  as  well  able  to  guard  their  own 
interests  as  we  are  to  guard  ours.  They 
have  had  their  agents  travelling  all  over  this 
land  which  is  to  form  the  endowment,  and, 
if  they  are  satisfied  that  by  means  of  these 
endowments  they  will  bo  able  to  construct 
this  work,  I  say  I  sbonld  be  very  glad  to  see 
them  do  it.  I  am  not  convinced  that  the 
work  is  absolutely  necessary,  but  I  think  that 
eventually  communication  by  railway  between 
the  east  and  west  coasts  of  the  South  Island 
would  be  desirable.  If,  therefore,  by  any 
endowments   of  this   kind    we    can,    in   the 

S resent  depressed  condition  of  the  colony, 
isure  the  completion  of  this  work,  I  do  not 
think  that  we  should  push  our  objections  any 
further.  We  have  given  our  opinions  on  the 
value  of  the  endowments;  if,  after  this,  we 
should  be  right — I  do  not  say  we  should  be  right 
absolutely,  hecause  I  have  heard  friends  of 
mine,  who  are  quite  competent  to  express  an 
opinion  as  to  the  value  of  a  great  part  of  these 
endowments,  say  that  these  are  very  much  mis- 
understood and  very  much  underrated ;  but, 
Sir,  if  we  should  be  right  as  to  the  value  of  the 
land,  we  have  delivered  our  souls.  It  is  from 
these  considerations  that  I  gave  my  vote  just 
now  in  favour  of  the  motion  before  us  standing 
part  of  the  question,  as  against  the  proposcj 
of  the  Hon.  Mr.  Menzies  that  the  matter 
should  be  referred  to  a  Select  Committee.  I 
think  still  that  the  contract  ought  to  have 
provided  a  penalty  for  non- completion.  I 
think  that  that  is  now  the  most  important  de- 
fect in  this  contract ;  but  I  do  not  agree  with 
the  opinion  which  has  been  expressed  by  one  or 
two  honourable  members,  that  it  would  be  to 
the  interest  of  this  company  to  sell  their  lands 
carelessly  for  what  they  could  get.  That  evi- 
dently is  not  to  their  interest.  The  lands  are 
only  estimated  to  amount  to  60  per  cent,  of 
the  cost  of  construction ;  and  I  would  point  out 
Bm.  Mr.  Oliver 


that  if  they  make  a  large  profit  on  these  lands 
it  will  go  in  reduction  of  the  part  they  have  to 
furnish  in  cash.  Thus  it  is  clearly  to  their  in- 
terest to  get  as  much  for  their  land  as  possible. 
Then,  there  is  the  question  as  to  whether,  in 
handing  over  the  endowments  to  the  Com- 
pany, they  should  not  be  bound  to  construct 
two  sections  of  the  railway  before  they  re- 
ceive the  endowment  for  one.  It  seems  to 
me  that,  instead  of  being  paid  in  land  SO 
per  cent,  of  the  cost  of  the  section  which 
has  been  last  completed,  they  ought  only 
to  be  paid  for  section  No.  1  when  section 
No.  2  had  been  completed.  We  should  by 
this  plan  have  held  some  guarantee  that  the 
work  would  be  prosecuted.  But  I  do  not  see 
that  the  colony  holds  any  guarantee  that  when 
one  section  has  been  constructed,  and  the 
endowment  handed  over  for  the  section,  the 
work  shall  be  proceeded  with ;  the  colony  is 
not  in  a  very  strong  position  in  insisting  on 
the  prosecution  of  the  work.  However,  as  I 
before  said,  the  matter  has  now  arrived  at  that 
point  when  I  do  not  think  it  would  be  very 
useful  to  traverse  the  whole  of  the  old  con- 
tract. We  are  bound  to  contract  for  it  in 
some  way,  and  I  suppose  the  best  contract  we 
are  likely  to  get  is  the  one  before  us. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  SHRIMSKI.— Thehonourable 
gentleman  who  spoke  last  told  us  that  pro- 
vision should  be  made  with  reference  to  the 
railway  tariffs  which  are  to  be  charged  here- 
after on  this  railway. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  OLIVER.— The  tariffs  are 
provided  for  in  the  schedule. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  SHRIMSKI.— The  honourable 
gentleman  said  they  could  be  altered,  and  that 
when  a  Public  Works  Bill  was  brought  in  he 
would  take  an  opportunity  of  getting  that 
attended  to.  I  thought  the  honourable  gentle- 
man was  one  of  those  who  at  all  times  ob- 
jected to  retrospective  legislation  ;  and  any  Act 
which  may  hereafter  follow  this  contract  wUl  not 
affect  the  contract  of  this  company  in  any  way 
whatever.  In  fact  they  would  only  then  come 
back  to  the  Legislature  and  aak  for  further 
concessions,  their  rights  having  been  interfered 
with  by  any  subsequent  legislation.  Having 
once  accepted  their  contract,  how  can  we  then 
alter  it  without  protecting  existing  rights  ?  I 
had  not  intended  to  speak  on  this  question 
to-night,  although  I  bad  made  up  my  mind  to 
vote  and  act  in  the  way  I  intend  to  do.  I  eon- 
not  help  seeing  the  wonderful  change  that  has 
taken  place  in  the  opinions  of  som6  honourable 
gentlemen  in  this  Council,  And  when  I  go 
back  to  former  years,  when  the  first  contract 
was  entered  into,  and  remember  the  speeches 
made  then  as  compared  with  the  speeches 
made  on  this  occasion  by  the  same  honour- 
able gentlemen,  it  proves  to  me  that  all  de- 
pends upon  who  is  on  the  Treasury  benches 
and  who  is  not.  Sir,  the  company  entered  into 
a  contract  in  1884,  and  they  knew  perfectly 
well  what  they  were  then  undertakmg,  and 
what  they  were  asked  to  perform.  Tho^  con- 
tract specified  that  they  should  receive  alter- 
nate blocks  of  land,  and  at  a  given  price.  At 
that  time  the  honourable  gentlemen  who  now 
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form  tbe  OoyeiDment  and  their  friends  de- 
nonnced  it  as  a  very  wroDg  transaction  ;  they 
said  that  it  was  giving  the  public  estate  to 
private  companies,  and  that  the  colony  onght 
not  to  agree  to  it.  I  speak  as  I  think,  and  I 
have  always  done  so,  and  I  believe  the  Conncil 
trill  give  me  credit  for  doing  so. 

Hon.  Mexbebs. — Hear,  hear.         • 

Mr.  SHRIMSKI.— Isay,  had  the  late  Govern- 
ment introduced  a  measure  of  this  kind  they 
wonld  have  been  hunted  out  of  the  colony  by 
thoae  vrho  are  now  giving  the  great  concessions 
imported  into  this  new  contract.  I  have  no 
hesitation  in  saying  that  the  defeat  of  that 
Government  at  the  last  election  was  caused  by 
those  who  wonld  have  denounced  such  a  pro- 
posal if  made  by  them ;  and  yet  we  find  those 
Who  veiy  strongly  denounced  the  late  Adminis- 
tration are  the  very  parties  who  are  now  giving 
the  company  concessions  which  no  reasonable 
man  in  this  colony  would  sanction.  Sir,  as  I 
■aid  before,  under  the  original  contract  alter- 
nate blocks  were  to  be  taken,  and  the  price 
vas  to  be  10s.  an  acre  ;  and  it  was  the  duty  of 
the  Government,  whether  the  company  agreed 
to  it  or  not,  to  irasist  on  their  carrying  out  the 
contract  they  had  entered  into.  I  appeal  to 
the  Hon.  t&.  Oliver,  who  was  Minister  for 
Pablio  Works,  if  it  is  not  a  fact  that  men  who 
had  entered  into  contracts  for  railways,  and, 
through  stress  of  weather  and  other  misfor- 
tanes  and  casualties,  were  nnable  to  complete 
them  in  terms  of  their  contract,  have  yet  had 
to  abide  by  it,  and  in  some  instances,  to  their 
own  ruin,  have  had  to  forfeit,  and  have  had  to 
pay  penalties  for  doing  so. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  OLIVEB.— Very  seldom. 

Tbe  Hon.  Mr.  SHBIMSKI.— That  has  been 
tile  case,  and  it  is  the  case  np  to  the  present 
day.  This  company  have  undertaken  a  con- 
tract OB  certain  terms  and  conditions,  and 
sow  they  come  before  the  Government  and  the 
Legislature  to  ask  for  further  concessions. 
Had  the  contract  been  carried  out  on  the 
original  scheme,  that  of  taking  every  alter- 
nate block,  the  blocks  left  in  the  hands  of 
tile  Government  would,  by  the  construction  of 
the  railway,  have  so  increased  in  value  that 
the  value  of  the  land  given  to  the  company 
woald  have  been  actually  little  or  nothing 
compared  with  the  increase  in  value  of  the 
land  left  in  the  hands  of  the  Government.  But 
What  is  the  consequence  ndw  ?  We  give  them 
all  the  land  they  like  to  take.  We  repeal 
the  Act  making  the  value  of  the  land  10s. 
per  acre,  and  give  them  power  to  take  what- 
ever they  thtitk  proper.  It  is  too  much  for  the 
solony  to  sabmit  to,  and  I  think  it  wonld  have 
been  far  better  for  the  colony  to  have  borrowed 
the  money  at  £80  or  £90  for  its  bonds,  and  to 
have  constmcted  the  railway  itself,  than  to 
have  given  tbe  concessions  provided  under  this 
contract.  Sir,  we  are  giving  a  guarantee  to 
tiiis  company  of  a  million  and  a  quarter  of 
money.  To  do  what  7  To  spend  three  millions 
of  money.  Why,  surely  the  colony  could  have 
bonowed  that  money  on  better  terms.  It 
eoold  not  have  cost  them  one  and  a  quarter 
aiiUioni,  and  it  wonld  have  been  far  better 


for  the  colony  to  have  carried  the  work  oat 
than  to  have  allowed  a  company  to  do  so. 
Then,  what  guarantee  has  the  colony  that  the 
company  will  carry  out  the  work?  Not  the 
slightest.  As  the  Hon.  Mr.  Campbell  says, 
it  is  a  question  whether  they  have  got,  or  are 
likely  to  get,  the  means  for  carrying  out  the 
work.  I  do  not  wish  to  detract  from  the 
character  of  the  people  who  are  constructing 
this  railway,  because  1  should  like  to  see  it  con- 
structed, as  it  would  provide  means  of  employ- 
ment for  the  people ;  but  I  do  say  the  colony 
is  not  right  or  justified  in  giving  the  company 
tbe  lands  now  asked  for.  I  therefore  oppose 
the  measure  on  these  gronnds. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  HOLMES.— Sir,  I  wish  to  say 
a  few  words  in  respect  to  the  amendment  of 
the  Hon.  Mr.  Menzies.  I  think  the  Govern- 
ment will  understand  that  the  passing  of  this 
resolution  and  tbe  division  we  have  had  has 
determined  that  question ;  and  I  think,  there- 
fore, it  would  be  only  just  to  those  parties  who 
desire  full  information  before  passing  the  mea- 
sure to  place  it  before  them.  There  is  a  great 
deal  of  information  that  could  be  placed  before 
them.  I  doubt  very  much  whether  any  one  in 
this  Council  has  seen  the  opinion  of  the  Solici- 
tor-General on  the  question.  There  is  a  great 
deal  of  information  collected  by  the  Committee 
of  the  other  House,  and  that  should  be  ac- 
cessible to  the  Council.  Well,  if  all  that  were 
brought  forward  it  would  satisfy  the  minds  of 
honourable  members  as  to  whether  they  were 
doing  right  or  wrong  in  giving  their  assent  to 
the  measure.  At  a^y  rate,  it  would  not  prevent 
the  passing  of  tbe  resolutions ;  so  I  think  th« 
members  on  tbe  Government  benches  shoold 
be  sufficiently  magnanimous  to  satisfy  tbe 
Council  in  that  respect.  I  agree  with  the  re- 
mark of  the  Hon.  Mr.  Waterhouse  that  we 
should  never  voto  on  a  measure  without  having 
sufficient  information  about  the  subject.  Some 
are  in  the  dark  when  considering  the  effect  of 
passing  important  measures.  I  have  no  desire 
to  keep  this  Council  any  longer ;  bat  there  are 
one  or  two  phases  of  the  question  to  wbioh 
I  desire  to  call  attention.  One  is  in  reference 
to  taking  the  best  blocks  of  land  throughout 
the  six  millions  of  acres.  It  is  a  well-known 
fact  that  already  they  have  offers  for  some 
blocks,  and  no  doubt  these  would  fetch  £1  or 
£1  Ss.  per  acre.  We  could  have  parted  with 
it  for  cash  at  any  time.  So  that  of  that  portion 
of  the  endowment  we  may  expect  that  the  com- 
pany will  avail  itself  immediately.  Then  there 
IS  another  question  affecting  tbe  public.  Whan 
the  Manawatu  Railway  Company  got  permis- 
sion to  construct  their  line  it  was  a  condition 
that  the  land  should  be  sold  publicly,  that  thers 
should  be  no  private  bargaining  about  it ;  and 
the  result  of  this  has  been  that  every  block  of 
land  has  been  submitted  to  auction  at  Welling- 
ton, so  that  the  general  public  hod  as  good  on 
opportunity  of  getting  it  as  anybody.  In  fact, 
there  are  a  great  many  amendments  tbat  are 
absolutely  necessary  and  that  have  never  been 
referred  to,  and  hence  the  necessity  of  this  in- 
formation. In  regard  to  the  alternate  blocks, 
this  system  has  been  followed  out  in  America. 
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The  land  is  aJI  divided  into  square  blocks  of  640 
acres,  and  every  alternate  block  is  kept  by  the 
Government.  The  result  is  that  the  price  is 
doubled,  and  the  Annerican  Qovemment  get  the 
railway  made  for  nothing.  After  the  railway 
is  made  the  Government  get  as  much  for 
half  the  land  as  they  would  have  got  for  the 
whole  of  the  land  before.  This  land  will  all 
be  sold  in  large  blocks,  and  the  public  will 
have  no  opportunity  of  acquiring  any  of  it. 
Some  honourable  members  who  have  gone 
round  the  country  have  declalfed  very  violently 
against  large  estates,  but  when  they  come  to 
the  Legislature  afterwards  they  go  in  for  giving 
away  two  or  three  million  acres  of  land  in 
a  block.  Sir,  whatever  happens,  this  under- 
taking is  only  a  speculation,  and  I  have  no 
doubt  that  a  great  deal  of  money  will  change 
hands  for  it  in  another  country.  There  may  be 
victims  in  New  Zealand — the  Government  and 
the  people  who  have  to  pay — but  there  are  also 
victims  in  the  poor  unfortunate  parsons,  widows, 
and  spinsters,  and  others  who  may  invest  their 
money  in  a  transaction  got  up  for  the  purpose 
of  working  a  speculation  in  this  land.  The 
non-completion  of  the  contract  has  been  re- 
ferred to :  that  is  a  most  unbusinesslike  mat- 
ter. There  is  no  reference  in  the  draft  con- 
tract to  the  completion  of  the  contract.  I 
think  all  these  matters  should  have  the  atten- 
tion of  the  Government. 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

The  Council  divided  on  the  question,  "That 
the  motion,  as  amended,  be  agreed  to." 

Ayes,  19. 


Acland 

Millet 

Scotland 

BaUlie 

Peacock 

Shephard 

^amicoat 

Pharazyn 

Stevens 

Bonar 

Pollen 

Walker 

Buckley 

Beeves 

Waterhouse 

Chamberlin 

Richmond 

Whitaker. 

Ijahmann 

Noes,  11. 

Campbell 

Johnson 

Swanson 

Dignan 

Menzieg 

Taiaroa 

Fraser 

Peter 

Williams. 

Holmes 

Shrimski 

Majority  for, 

8. 

Motion,  as 

amended,  agreed  to. 

The  Council  adjoomed  at 

ten  minutes  past 

nine  o'clock 

p.m. 

HOUSE   OF   BEPEESENTATIVES. 

Thursday,  1st  December,  1887. 
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Man.  Ur.  Solmes 


Mr.  Sfbaebb  took  the  ohaii  at  half-past  two 
o'clock, 

Pbatbbs. 

COUNTRY  TELEGRAPH  OFFICES. 

Mr.  MOAT  asked  the  Postmaster-GenenJ, 
Whether  he  vrill  consent  to  the  closing  between 
seven  and«ight  p  jn.  of  those  small  country  tele- 
graph offices  where  little  or  no  business  is  done 
during  that  hour,  if  requested  to  do  so  by  the 
residents  in  the  neighboiuhood  ?  A  few  days 
ago  a  somewhat  simuar  question  in  respect  of 
post-offices  had  been  asked  of  and  replied  to  by 
the  Postmaster-Geneial.  He  was  aware  that 
petitions  had  been  presented  asking  that  the 
Government  should  do  what  this  question  sug- 
gested. These  petitions  had  been  presented 
both  recently  and  in  former  years,  and  he  knew 
the  Postmaster-Greneral  had  had  the  matter 
under  consideration.  He  hoped  the  honour- 
able gentleman  would  be  able  to  give  some 
relief  in  the  direction  asked  for.  Many  people 
felt  strongly  that  it  was  imposing  an  unneces- 
sary expense  on  the  colony,  and  hardship  on  a 
number  of  officers,  who  were  kept  at  the  offices 
for  this  hour  when  there  was  no  business  to  be 
done,  or  hardly  any,  and  who  therefore  could 
not  devote  the  best  part  of  their  evenings  to 
obtaining  instraction  or  to  recreative  pur- 
poses. 

Major  ATKINSON  said  he  should  have  great 
pleasure  in  doing  what  the  question  suggested. 

NORTH  AUCKLAND  TRUNK  RAILWAY. 

Mr.  MOAT  asked  the  Minister  for  Public 
Works,  Whether  it  is  intended  to  change  the 
proposed  route  of  the  North  Auckland  Trunk 
Riiilway,  so  that  it  shall  pass  through  Port 
Albert  ?  He  had  been  induced  to  ask  this  ques- 
tion from  the  fact  that  a  number  of  persong 
residing  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Port  Albert 
had  been  exercised  by  seeing  a  report  in  the 
Auckland  papers  of  an  interview  between  the 
Minister  for  Public  Works  and  a  deputation 
which  recently  waited  on  him  with  reference 
to  this  railway,  in  which  it  was  stated  that  the 
deputation  strongly  urged  the  line  should  be 
continued  as  far  as  Port  Albert.  According  to 
the  proposed  route,  it  was  never  intended  that 
the  line  should  go  within  several  miles  of  Port 
Albert,  and  it  was  to  ascertain  if  it  was  in- 
tended to  change  the  route  that  he  asked  this 
question. 

Mr.  MITCEfELSON  said  the  Government 
had  no  intention  of  changing  the  route  of  this 
railway,  nor  of  extending  it  as  far  as  Port 
Albert,  the  amount  at  the  disposal  of  the  Oo- 
verument  for  expenditure  upon  this  line  being 
insufficient  to  enable  them  to  do  so.  It  was  true 
that  a  deputation  of  northern  members  had 
waited  upon  him  with  reference  to  the  exten- 
sion of  the  line,  but  it  was  for  the  purpose  of 
urging  the  Government  to  make  further  provi- 
sion for  the  extension,  and  not  for  the  purpose 
of  getting  the  route  changed. 

NATIVE  LANDS. 
Mr.  PARATA  asked  the  Govemment,Whother 
they  will  be  prepared  to  amend  section  16  of 
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"The  Stamp  Duties  Act  Amendment  Act,  1885," 
in  the  direction  of  altering  the  definition  of 
NatiTO  lands  so  as  to  limit  it  to  land  held 
under  Native  custom,  for  which  a  certificate 
of  title  or  memorial  of  ownership  has  been 
issued  or  granted  by  the  Native  Land  Coujt  ? 
He  had  asked  a  somewhat  similar  question  a 
few  days  ago,  bnt  had  not  then  fully  explained 
the  matter.  His  object  in  asking  Uie  question 
\raa  to  point  out  that  the  law,  as  it  now  stood, 
appeared  to  contravene  the  original  intention, 
inasmuch  as  it  imposed  the  payment  of  duty 
cm  all  lands  the  title  whereto  might  be  inves- 
tigated by  the  Native  Land  Court ;  whereas 
it  was  assumed  that  the  object  in  imposing 
the  dnty  in  the  first  place  was  to  secure  a 
psysDient  to  the  revenue  as  compensation  for 
waiving  the  right  of  pre-emption  over  purely  Na- 
tive land  secured  to  the  Crown  by  the  Treaty  of 
Waitangi  and  the  73rd  section  of  the  New  Zea- 
land Constitution  Act.  To  impose  payment  of 
dnty  on  land  over  which  the  Native  title  had 
been  previously  extinguished  before  taking  it 
into  the  Court  to  have  the  ownership  investi- 
gated, was  manifestly  unfair,  as  no  concession 
had  been  granted  by  the  Crown  to  justify  a 
charge  of  this  kind  being  tacked  on  to  property 
that  had  been  set  apart  for  Native  purposes 
under  some  special  arrangement.  Under  the 
present  state  of  the  law,  all  the  Native  reserves 
m  the  South  Island  recently  dealt  with  by  the 
Native  Land  Court  were  subject  to  duty  in  the 
event  of  the  owners  leasing  such  lands  to  Euro- 
peans. There  were  also  lands  in  other  places 
on  the  same  footing  on  which,  in  fairness,  the 
duty  ought  not  to  be  imposed.  It  was  hoped, 
therefore,  that  the  Government  would  recog- 
nise the  justice  of  altering  the  law  to  exempt 
the  lands  alluded  to  from  the  provisions  of  the 
Act,  if  it  was  found  that  the  assumption  was 
correct. 

Major  ATKINSON  said  it  would  not  be  pos- 
sible to  deal  with  this  question  this  session, 
but  during  the  recess  he  would  look  into  the 
matter  and  see  what  relief  the  Natives  were 
fairly  entitled  to,  if  any,  and  make  provision 
if  necessary. 

A.  CARTER. 

Mr.  LE  VEST  AM  asked  the  Minister  for 
PubUo  Works,  If  it  is  true  that  a  man  named 
Alfred  Carter,  who  is  employed  at  the  hydraulic 
lift  at  Greymouth,  has  not  been  paid  any  wages 
for  the  last  nine  weeks ;  and,  if  it  is  true,  what 
is  the  cause  of  such  delay  ?  He  had  given  notice 
of  this  question  in  consequence  of  a  communi- 
cation that  had  reached  him  making  the  state- 
ment referred  to  in  the  question.  He  should 
like  to  know  if  this  was  true;  and,  if  so, 
whether  steps  would  be  taken  to  remedy  the 
grievance  for  the  future.  This  man  was  a  con- 
stituent of  bis,  and  therefore  he  thought  it  his 
duty  to  bring  the  matter  under  the  notice  of 
the  Minister. 

Mr.  MITCHSLSON  said  the  statement  was 
correct;  bnt  the  man  bad  been  working  for 
the  Greymouth  Harbour  Board,  and  not  for 
the  Government.  The  amount  of  wages  due 
to  the  men  had  been  certified  to  by  Mr.  Martin, 
the  Government  Engineer.    The  Board,  how- 


ever, being  short  of  funds,  ooold  not  pay  them, 
and  the  long  delay  was  caused  by  the  Board 
having  to  negotiate  with  the  Bank  of  New 
Zealand  at  Auckland  for  an  advance  of  £S,000. 
This  had  been  arranged  for,  and  the  men  had 
had  their  wages  paid  to  them. 

Mr.  LEVESTAM  said  that,  when  ho  spoke 
to  the  honourable  gentleman  on  this  matter, 
the  honourable  gentleman  told  him  to  put  a 
question  on  the  Order  Paper. 

AJ5DINGTON  GOODS-SHED. 

Mr.  TAYLOR  asked  the  Minister  for  Pnblio 
Works,  If  he  will  cause  to  be  erected  a  small 
goods-shed  at  Addinglon,  the  want  of  such  shed 
being  a  great  inconvenience  to  the  people  living 
in  the  locality  ? 

Mr.  MITCHELSON  said  that,  as  there  was  a 
goods-shed  within  a  mile  and  a  half  of  Adding- 
ton,  the  Government  did  not  see  their  way  to 
spend  money  in  erecting  one  at  Addington. 

ROTORUA-WAIROA  ROAD. 

Mr.  KELLY  asked  the  Minister  for  Publlo 
Works,  If  it  is  intended  to  have  the  road 
between  Rotorua  and  Wairoa  put  in  repair,  so 
as  to  enable  tourists  to  visit  that  place  during 
the  coming  tourist  season  ?  The  road  that  he 
wanted  put  in  repair  was  about  nine  miles  long, 
leading  from  Ohmemutu  to  the  old  Village  of 
Wairoa,  which  was  destroyed  by  the  late  Taia- 
wera  eruption.  Last  season  the  road  was  put 
in  repair,  but  in  consequence  of  a  large  quan- 
tity of  stufi  having  fallen  from  the  hills  tha 
road  needed  further  attention.  A  large  num- 
ber of  tourists  had  been  to  Rotorua  already, 
bat  they  could  not  get  to  Wairoa  by  vehicle, 
and  he  hoped  the  Minister  for  Public  Works 
would  be  able  to  give  a  favourable  answer  to  the 
question. 

Mr.  MITCHELSON  said  it  was  not  the  in- 
tention of  the  Government  to  put  this  road 
in  repair;  but  it  was  intended  to  divert  the 
road  from  Rotorua  to  Rotomahana  vi&  Pari- 
heru,  and  a  sum  would  be  placed  upon  the 
estimates  in  order  to  carry  it  out. 

RESIDENT  MAGISTRATES'  COURTS 
CHARGES. 

Mr.  MARCHANT  asked  the  Minister  of  Jus- 
tice, Whether  his  attention  has  been  directed  to 
a  recent  case  in  the  Hawera  Resident  Magis- 
trate's Court,  in  which  the  costs,  where  a  50. 
fine  was  imposed,  amounted  to  £3  17s.;  and 
whether  he  will  devise  some  means  to  relieve 
country  settlers  from  excessive  costs  in  the 
Resident  Ma^strates'  Courts  7  In  this  case  a 
Stratford  resident  had  been  fined  Ss.  at  Hawera, 
whilst  the  costs  amounted  to  £3  17s.  I^* 
greater  portion  of  that  sum  was  made  up  of 
mileage  on  the  summons  and  on  two  sub- 
pcenas,  the  charge  for  which  was  £2  lis.  In 
all  probability,  however,  the  summons  and  the 
subpoenas  were  served  by  the  constable,  who 
travelled  free  over  the  railway,  the  State  being 
put  to  little  or  no  en>ense  in  consequenoe. 
If  this  case  had  stood  alone  he  (Mr.  Mar- 
chant  would  probably  not  have  drawn  atten- 
tion to  it,  but  whenever  a  Stratford  resident 
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was  summoned  to  Hawen  or  to  New  Plymoath 
the  same  bardiihip  occurred,  the  charge  for 
mileage  in  the  latter  cose  being  about  half  as 
much  again  as  to  Bawora.  Moreover,  it  was 
generally  believed  that  the  fees  in  the  case  of 
Kew  Plymouth  did  not  even  go  into  the  coffers 
of  the  State,  but  that  they  were  the  personal 
perquisites  of  the  bailiff.  He  hoped  that  the 
Minister  of  Justice  would  inquire  into  the 
matter,  with  the  object  of  relieving  country 
residents  from  this  injustice. 

Mr.  FERGUS  said  the  attention  of  the 
Qovemment  had  not  been  dravm  to  this  mat- 
ter until  the  honourable  gentleman  hod  put 
his  question  on  the  Order  Paper;  but,  on 
making  inquiry,  he  found  that  the  Ji-.atices 
were  not  aware  that  they  had  the  power  to 
remit  the  costs,  or  any  portion  of  them ;  other- 
wise they  might  have  done  so.  But  he  also 
had  a  telegram  from  the  Kesident  Magistrate, 
who  said  that  he  had  been  informed  that 
the  case  was  a  very  bad  one,  and  that  the 
penalty,  including  costs,  was  richly  deserved. 
Still,  he  thought  that  something  might  be  done 
to  provide  that,  in  cases  of  this  kind,  the  person 
charged  might,  if  he  were  guilty,  at  once  plead 
by  letter,  and  thus  be  saved  the  necessity  of 
attending  the  Court.  The  Government  would 
take  the  matter  into  consideration  during  the 
recess. 

CUVTEE  ISLAND  LIGHTHOUSE. 

Mr.  PEACOCK  asked  the  Government, 
What  progress  is  being  made  with  the  erection 
of  the  Cuvier  Island  Lighthouse,  and  when  it 
is  expected  that  this  important  work  will  be 
finished  7  The  lighthouse  referred  to  was  very 
important  in  the  interests  of  the  shippirig  and 
maritime  portion  of  the  community.  He 
nnderstood  that  the  lanterns  and  other  appa- 
ratus hod  been  in  the  colony  some  time,  and 
it  was  understood  that  the  work  of  erection 
would  be  proceeded  with  at  once.  He  should 
be  glad  to  hear  whether  the  works  were  pro- 
gressing, and  when  they  were  likely  to  be 
finished. 

Mr.  FISHER  said  it  was  quite  true  that  the 
apparatus  was  in  the  colony;  but  he  would 
ascertain  the  exact  position  of  the  matter  in  a 
day  or  two,  and  inform  the  honourable  gentle- 
man of  the  intention  of  the  Government. 

Mr.  PEACOCK  said  the  work  was  to  have 
been  proceeded  with  last  year. 

LADIES'  PRIVILEGES  ON  RAILWAYS. 

Mr.  T.  MACKENZIE  asked  the  Minister  for 
Public  Works,  If  he  will  issue  instructions  to 
the  Railway  Department  to  provide  a  carriage 
for  ladies  only,  to  be  attached  to  the  express 
train  running  between  Dunedin  and  Invercar- 
gill,  and  also  upon  all  long-distance  lines  where 
they  are  not  at  present  attached  7 

Mr.  MITCHELSON  said  there  had  for  some 
time  past  been  such  a  carriage  attached  to  the 
trains  running  between  Christehurch  and  Dun- 
edin, but  on  five  days  out  of  six  there  were  no 
ladies  travelling  in  it.  As  the  experiment  had 
not  been  a  success  on  that  long  length  of  line,  it 
was  not  proposed  to  try  the  experiment  on  tiie 
3lr.  l£arehan 


line  referred  to  by  the  honourable  gentleman. 
It  was  very  costly  to  draw  an  unnecessary  car- 
riage all  that  distance ;  and  he  understood  that 
there  were  oonveniences  on  the  carriages  run- 
ning between  Dunedin  and  Invercargill.  If  it 
were  not  so  he  would  make  further  inquiries. 

LOCAL  RATES. 

Mr.  W.  P.  REEVES  asked  the  Premier, 
Whether  the  Government  will  consider  the  ad- 
visability of  inserting  a  provision  in  the  Rating 
Act  to  compel  the  rate-collectors  employed  by 
local  bodies  to  make  a  reasonable  effort  to  re- 
cover from  occupiers  of  rated  properties  before 
making  demands  on  the  owners  thereof?  It 
seemed  that  rate-collectors  employed  by  local 
bodies  often  did  not  endeavour  to  collect  the 
rates  from  the  occupiers.  They  let  the  rates 
stand  for  some  time,  and  in  the  meantime  it 
was  often  found  that  the  tenants  had  made 
themselves  scarce,  and  the  owner  had  to  pay. 
It  was  suggested  that  rate-coUectois  had  done 
this  because  of  a  friendly  feeling  towards  the 
occupier,  but  of  that  he  had  no  proof,  and  could 
only  say  that  complaints  had  been  made. 

Major  ATKINSON  could  hold  out  no  hope 
that  what  the  honourable  gentleman  wanted 
would  bo  done.  It  seemed  only  reasonable 
that  Che  landlord  should  look  after  his  tenants. 
The  local  bodies  had  quite  enough  to  do  to  get 
the  rate  from  the  land. 

Mr.  BLAKE  thought  that  the  honourable 
member  for  St.  Albaxts  had  never  been  Chair- 
man of  a  Road  Board. 

SIR  J.  FERGUSSON. 

Mr.  W.  P.  REEVES  asked  the  Premier, 
Whether  Sir  James  Fergusson  was  acting  as 
Qovemor  of  the  colony  when  he  purchased  cer- 
tain Native  lands  in  the  Waikai^  district  on  a 
written  understanding  between  the  Native  De- 
partment and  himself  that  the  law  relating  to 
the  tenure  of  such  lands  should  be  altered  ? 
He  understood  that  Sir  James  Fergusson  did 
not  purchase  the  land  first-hand  from  the  Na- 
tives, but  that  he  had  purchased  land  whioh 
had  been  bought  from  the  Natives.  The  title 
to  the  land  wafi  not  complete,  owing  to  restric- 
tion against  alienation,  but  it  was  imderstood 
that  there  was  a  pledge  that  the  restrictions 
would  be  removed. 

Mr.  MITCHELSON  said  that  Sir  James  Fer- 
gusson never  had  purchased  this  land  from  the 
Natives,  bat  that  it  had  fallen  into  his  hands 
as  mortgagee  during  the  time  that  he  was  Go- 
vernor of  Bombay.  The  land  was  purchased 
from  the  Natives  by  Mr.  Every  Maclean,  of 
Auckland,  and  a  letter  was  given  to  him  by 
the  Native  OfiSco  promising  that  the  restrictions 
should  be  removed ;  and  when  he  sold  the  land 
to  tiie  gentleman  who  mortgaged  it  to  Sir 
James  Fergusson  the  document  referred  to 
went  with  the  purchase,  and  that  was  how  it 
passed  into  the  nsjids  of  Sir  James  Fergusson. 

LAKE  ELLESMERE  RECLAMATION. 

Mr.  O'CALLAGHAN  asked  the  Minister  of 
Lands,  What  is  the  intention  of  the  Govern- 
ment as  to  carrying  out  the  proposed  worla 
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in  connection  -with  the  reclamation  of  Grown 
lands  adjoining  Lake  Ellesmera,  and  providing 
a  better  outlet  for  the  Biver  Halswell  7  A  great 
deal  of  preliminary  work  had  been  done  in 
connection  with  the  reclamation  of  this  lake, 
and  the  settlers  on  the  flat  were  suffering 
enormously  in  consequence  of  the  quantity  of 
water  overflowing  their  lands  from  this  work. 
He  hoped  the  present  Government  would  carry 
out  the  intention  of  their  predecessors  with  re- 
gard to  this  reclamation. 

Mr.  G.  F.  RICHARDSON  regretted  that  it 
was  out  of  his  power  to  give  a  favourable  reply 
to  the  question,  as  it  appeared  that,  on  the  most 
moderate  computation,  the  work  would  cost 
aeveral  thousand  pounds. 

Mr.  O'CALLAGHAN  would  point  out  that 
there  were  two  questions,  and  he  presumed  the 
reply  had  reference  to  the  lake.  Could  the 
Government  provide  a  better  ontlet  for  the  River 
Halswell  ? 

Mr.  G.  P.  RICHARDSON  said  the  reply  re- 
ferred generally  to  both  questions,  but  he  would 
look  into  the  matter  referred  to  in  the  second 
question  more  fully. 

STATIONMASTERS  IN  GRAIN 
DISTRICTS. 

Mr.  O'CALLAGHAN  asked  the  Minister  for 
Poblic  Works,  Whether  he  will  arrange  that 
at  SQch  railway-stations  in  large  grain-grooving 
districts  where  there  are  no  regular  station- 
masters  temporary  provision  may  be  made 
during,  say,  two  months  of  the  grain-delivery 
season,  by  the  appointment  of  one  of  the  line- 
men, or  other  employ^  that  can  be  spared,  to 
act  as  stationmaster  for  that  time  7  The 
Minister  for  Public  Works  must  agree  that  it 
vonld  be  a  very  great  convenience  to  a  great 
number  of  settlers  in  a  large  grain-growing  dis- 
trict to  have  temporary  provision  made  during 
the  grain-deliveiy  season  as  suggested  in  the 
qaestion,  and  he  believed  the  cost  would  be 
very  trifling,  if  anything  at  all. 

Mr.  MITCHELSON  said  the  matter  had 
already  been  brought  under  his  notice  by  the 
hononrable  member  for  Akaroa,  who  had  com- 
mnnicated  with  him  by  letter.  It  was  still 
under  consideration,  and  if  the  concession  asked 
for  could  be  agreed  to  it  should  be  carried  out ; 
but  before  that  was  done  inquiries  would  have 
to  be  made. 

PETANE-WAIROA  ROAD. 

Captain  RUSSELL  asked  the  Minister  of 
Lands,  If  he  will  authorise  a  detail  survey 
being  made  of  the  best  line  of  road  from  Fetane 
to  Wairoa,  Hawke's  Bay,  and  cause  a  bridle- 
tiack  to  be  made  on  that  line  out  of  funds 
available  for  opening  up  lands  before  sale  7 
There  was,  he  understood,  a  considerable  area 
of  land  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Wairoa,  to 
which  there  was  no  access  except  by  the  pre- 
carious method  of  going  by  sea  and  iMjUng  on 
an  open  beach. 

Mr.  G.  F.  RICHARDSON  said  he  had  learnt 
on  inquiry  that  the  land  in  question  was  of 
a  somewhat  difficult  and  inferior  character. 
The  load-Iine  between  these  points  had  been 


surveyed ,  and  the  estimate  of  the  oost  of  making 
the  road  was  £25,000,  and  of  a  bridle-traok 
£10,000.  In  the  meantime  the  Government 
were  unable  to  undertake  this  work. 

GRASS-SEED-SOWING. 

Mr.  TANNER  asked  the  Government,  If 
they  will  give  instructions  that  grass-seed  be 
sown  on  the  forest-lands  of  the  Crown  immedi- 
ately after  a  fire  has  passed  through,  also  on 
roacb  which  have  been  cut  through  forest- 
lands?  It  was  well  known  that  when  a  fin 
passed  through  a  forest  a  quantity  of  under- 
growth sprang  up  which  could  not  be  burnt  oS, 
and  it  was  therefore  a  very  important  point  that 
grass-seed  should  be  sovm  after  a  fire. 

Mr.  G.  P.  RICHARDSON  replied  that  the 
question  of  sowing  forest-land  was  important, 
and  it  was  now  the  recognised  rule  both  to  sow 
down  roads  in  grass  and  areas  of  forest  recently 
burnt  when  notice  of  such  fires  had  been  sent 
to  the  Government ;  and  this  principle  would 
be  adhered  to  so  far  as  funds  permitted. 

MAKARETU  ROAD. 

Mr.  TANNER  asked,  If  the  Government  will 
take  steps  to  improve  the  rood  through  the 
new  Makaretu  blocks  (recently  sold)  at  a  spot 
known  as  "  the  Ravine,"  to  enable  settlers  to 
reach  their  sections?  The  road  had  been  re- 
cently cut,  but  there  was  no  Road  Board,  and 
the  rood  was  in  such  a  state  that  he  under- 
stood no  pack-horse  could  be  taken  past  the 
ravine.  He  understood  that,  in  the  opening  of 
these  roads,  the  prcMstice  of  the  Government 
was  to  open  them  sufficiently  to  enable  settlers 
to  get  to  their  land,  but  in  this  case  that  had 
not  been  done. 

Mr.  G.  P.  RICHARDSON  said,  with  regard 
to  this,  the  House  would  be  asked  to  vote  a 
small  sum  for  expenditure  on  the  road  to  the 
Makaretu  Block. 

VOLUNTEER  REGULATIONS. 

Mr.  WARD  asked  the  Minister  of  Defence, 
If  he  hu  any  objection  to  there  being  issued 
under  section  14  of  "  The  Volunteer  Act,  1881," 
an  Order  in  Council  for  embodiment  in  the 
Volunteer  Regulations :  (1)  the  compulsory 
retirement  of  all  officers,  unless  for  good  and 
sufficient  reasons,  on  attaining  the  age  of  sixty 
years  ;  (2^  the  approval  of  the  Commander-in- 
Chief,  so  long  as  they  are  not  repugnant  to  the 
Act  and  regulations  now  in  force,  to  "  standing 
orders  "  of  any  regiment  of  cavalry,  artillery, 
brigade  of  naval  artillery,  or  battalion  of  rifles ; 
(3)  permitting  any  battalion  of  rifles  to  work 
upon  a  "  regimental  system,"  if  they  should 
elect  to  do  so  7 

Mr.  FERGUS,  in  reply,  said  there  would  be 
no  objection  to  retirement  of  field  officers  at 
sixty-five  and  other  officers  at  sixty  years  of 
age.  But  a  system  of  retirement  after  so 
many  years'  service  in  each  rank  as  in  Her 
Majesty's  service  would  be  preferable,  whether 
or  not  combined  with  a  fixed  superaimuation 
age.  As  to  the  second  question,  there  was  no 
objection  to  it.  As  to  the  third,  where  Volun- 
teers desired  it  this  woold  be  advantageous; 
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bat  the  wishes  of  each  corps  would  have  to  be 
considered  before  taking  away  their  present 
independent  organization,  and  therefore  the 
decision  of  a  simple  majority  of  the  battalion 
would  not  be  sufficient. 

AUCKLAND  RESIDENT  MAGISTBATE'S 
COURT  CASES. 

Mr.  HcGBEGOR  asked  the  Minister  of  Jus- 
tice, Whether  his  attention  has  been  drawn  to 
the  manner  in  which  Mr.  Baddeley,  the  As- 
sistant Resident  Magistrate  of  the  Coiirt  at 
Auckland,  conducts  the  business  of  the  Court  ? 
He  considered  it  unfortunate  to  have  to  draw 
the  attention  of  Ministers  to  the  decisions  of 
Courts  of  justice ;  but  this  case  was  notorious, 
and  he  thought  it  right  to  call  the  attention  of 
the  Department  of  Justice  to  it. 

Mr.  FERGUS  replied  that  the  attention  of 
the  Government  had  been  directed  to  certain 
decisions  given  by  Mr.  Baddeley,  and  it  was 
the  intention  of  the  Government  to  inquire 
into  the  matter. 

ABSENT  OFFICIALS. 
On  the  motion  of  Mr.  TURNBULL,  it  was 
ordered.  That  there  be  laid  upon  the  table  of 
the  House  a  return  showing  the  number  of 
Government  officials  absent  from  the  colony, 
their  annual  salaries,  and  the  time  and  terms 
on  which  leave  has  been  granted. 

TRUST  FUNDS. 
On  the  motion  of  Sir  J.  HALL,  it  was 
ordered.  That  there  be  laid  before  this  House 
a  return  showing  the  securities  on  which  the 
several  trust  funds  of  the  colony,  whether 
sinking  funds,  Savings-Bank  funds,  funds  of 
the  Government  Insurance  Department,  of  the 
Public  Trust  Oi&cc,  or  any  others,  are  invested. 

NAVAL  DEFENCE  BILL. 

A  message  was  received  from  His  Excellency 
the  Governor,  transmitting  the  Naval  Defence 
Bill. 

The  House  having  resolved  itself  into  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole, 

Major  ATKINSON  moved,  That  the  Com- 
mittee recommend  that  leave  be  given  to  bring 
in  the  Bill. 

Mr.  TURNBULL.— Will  the  Colonial  Trea- 
surer be  kind  enough  to  inform  the  Committee 
what  amount  has  already  been  spent  for  de- 
fence purposes  ? 

Major  ATKINSON.— I  am  sorry  to  say  that 
I  cannot  state  the  amount  positively ;  but, 
speaking  from  memory,  I  think  that,  including 
£54,000  of  liabilities  on  the  30th  September 
last,  there  has  been  about  £369,000  expended. 
But  I  speak  from  memory,  and  of  course  am 
open  to  correction. 

Mr.  TURNBULL.— It  is  difficult  to  ascertain 
the  amount,  as  it  is  classed  with  harbour  works 
and  defence.  I  think  we  have  got  into  the 
position  in  which  we  now  find  ourselves  through 
having  a  military  man  as  Governor,  our  timidity 
being  increased  in  consequence  of  a  paper  read 
by  him  before  an  institute  here.  We  have  spent 
between  £300,000  and  £400,000  in  putting  our 
Mr.  Fergus 


harbours  in  a^  state  of  defence ;  and  now  we 
are  called  upon  to  do  what,  I  freely  admit, 
would  have  been  the  proper  thing  to  have  done 
before.  Would  the  honourable  gentleman  tell 
us  the  amount  which  is  proposed  to  be  taken, 
under  this  Bill  ? 

Major  ATKINSON.— On  the  basis  of  popula- 
tion it  will  be  about  £20,000  a  year.  It  would, 
however,  be  more  convenient  to  take  the  dis- 
cussion when  the  Bill  comes  on  for  second 
reading.  The  honourable  gentleman  is  under 
a  misapprehension  in  supposing  that  the  earth- 
works, and  so  forth,  do  away,  or  were  supposed 
to  do  away,  with  the  naval  defence.  These  are 
simply  a  basis  upon  which  the  navy  can  act. 
I  will  explain  all  that  more  fully  when  I  move 
the  second  reading  of  the  Bill. 

Motion  agreed  to,  and  the  Bill  read  a  first 
time. 

GOVERNMENT  RAILWAYS  BILL. 
Mr.  MITCHELSON.— Mr.  Speaker,  in  mov- 
ing the  second  reading  of  this  Bill,  I  shall 
endeavour  to  show  honourable  members  the 
reasons  that  have  decided  the  Government 
upon  asking  the  House  to  hand  over  the  con- 
trol of  our  railways  to  a  non-political  Board. 
Ever  since  the  inauguration  of  our  railway 
system  dissatisfaction  has  existed,  and  year  by 
year  this  dissatisfaction  has  grown  to  such  an 
extent  that  we  now  find  the  public  from  one 
end  of  the  country  to  the  other  are  clamouring 
for  a  change.  One  need  only  look  at  the 
Order  Papers  of  the  present  and  previous 
sessions  to  ascertain  that  in  the  minds  of 
honourable  members  a  great  deal  of  dissatis- 
faction also  exists.  In  the  Provincial  District 
of  Auckland  a  very  large  number  of  people 
advocate  the  adoption  of  what  is  known  as 
"  Vaile's  system."  There  is  no  doubt  what- 
ever that  if  that  system  were  adapted  through- 
out the  country  the  users  of  the  railways 
would  be  very  largely  benefited  ;  but  those 
benefits  would  be  derived  at  the  expense  of  the 
general  taxpayer.  While,  in  the  present  con- 
dition of  the  colony,  I  should  not  be  disposed  to 
recommend  a  trial  of  Vaile's  system  through- 
out the  country,  as  I  feel  satisfied  that  by 
doing  so  great  loss  would  result,  yet  I  think 
it  is  a  matter  for  the  Board  to  consider,  when 
appointed,  whether  or  not  it  would  be  in  the 
interests  of  the  country  to  give  that  system  a 
trial  upon  one  or  more  sections.  We  are  con- 
tinually receiving  applications  from  various 
parts  of  the  colony  for  conveniences,  extra 
accommodation,  and  other  matters,  and  there 
are  also  complaints  of  inconsistencies  and 
anomalies  in  our  present  scale  of  rates  and 
charges,  and  repeated  applications  for  reduc- 
tions. The  question  has  now  arisen,  whether 
the  Government  railways  are  to  remain  under 
our  present  system  of  management,  or  whether 
we  shall  adopt  another.  I  myself  have  for 
many  years  been  against  appointing  non- 
political  Boards,  fearing  that  by  so  doing  we 
should  be  parting  with  too  much  power.  I 
have  during  the  past  year  considered  the 
question  very  carefully,  and  I  must  say  that 
I  have  reluctantly  arrived  at  the  conclusion 
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that  the  only  solntion  of  our  present  diffi- 
culties is  a  nou-politica,l  Board.  I  have  come 
to  this  conclusion  after  giving  the  matter  a 
very  great  deal  of  consideration.  If  it  were 
poBsible  that  a  Minister  could  he  appointed  to 
the  position  of  Minister  of  Bailways  and  Public 
Woncs  A>r  a  definite  period,  then  I  should  say, 
Maintain  our  present  system;  but  where  we 
have  responsible  Government,  and  Ministries 
are  subject  to  como  and  go  at  the  will  of  the 
Honse  or  of  the  people,  it  is  a  matter  of  impos- 
sibility for  any  Minister,  no  matter  how  clever 
he  may  be,  to  gra-sp  the  position,  or  make  him- 
self thoroughly  acquainted  with  the  intricacies 
of  railway  management,  which  require  years  of 
careful  thought  and  study  to  thoroughly  mas- 
ter. In  the  unfortunate  position  of  Minister — 
who,  perhaps,  is  only  in  office  for  a  very  short 
time — he  has  to  rely,  to  a  ver^  large  extent, 
entirely  upon  the  advice  and  mformation  he 
receives  from  the  officisJs  of  the  department ; 
and  this  will  always  be  the  case  so  long  as  we 
carry  out  oar  present  system  of  appointing 
Ministers  to  the  position  who  have  had  no 
practical  experience.  I  may,  however,  say 
that,  as  far  as  I  am  concerned,  during  my 
connection  with  this  Ministry  I  have  nothing 
whatever  to  complain  of  as  to  the  officers  of 
the  department,  for  I  have  received  from  them 
every  facility,  and  the  greatest  support  from  Mr. 
Hannay,  who  has,  in  the  General  Manager's 
absence,  managed  our  railways  in  a  most  effi- 
cient and  praiseworthy  manner.  I  may  also 
say  that,  in  the  years  1888-84,  when  I  hod 
the  pleasure  of  occupying  the  position  I  now 
hold,  I  had  then  Mr.  Maxwell,  the  General 
Manager,  nndcr  me ;  and  I  may  say  that  I 
then  considered  that  he  was  a  very  able  and 
very  efficient  officer:  but  he  was  very  unfor- 
tunate in  having  to  offend  a  very  .large  sec- 
tion of  the  public.  In  endeavouring  to  do 
his  doty  to  the  country  he  had  to  refuse 
facilities  and  conveniences  which,  had  he  con- 
ceded them  to  the  public,  would  have  made 
him  intensely  popular  ;  and  from  my  observa- 
tions then  made  I  feel  convinced  that  as  a 
railway  manager  he  will  be  hard  to  replace. 
So  that,  in  asking  the  House  to  agree  to  the 
second  reading  of  this  Bill,  it  is  not  in  any  way 
casting  reflections  upon  the  previous  manage- 
ment of  onr  railways.  The  system  itself  will 
have  to  be  remedied.  The  system  now  pro- 
posed has  been  in  vogue  in  Victoria  for  four 
years,  and  there  it  has  been  so  successful 
that  the  neighbouring  colony  of  New  South 
Wales  has  framed  a  Bill  upon  similar  lines 
to  that  in  operation  in  Victoria.  It  is  some 
what  an  improvement  on  the  Victorian  Bill, 
but  there  is  no  doubt  that  the  Government 
of  New  South  Wales  introduced  it  after  being 
assured  of  the  success  of  the  Victorian  mea- 
sure. Of  course,  in  dealing  with  a  country 
which,  from  its  configuration,  is  so  peculiarly 
situated  as  our  own,  in  which  so  many  dif- 
ferent elements  are  competing  against  us  in  the 
shape  of  water-carriage  and  roads,  it  is  not 
qoite  right  to  compare  it  with  either  Victoria  or 
New  South  Wales.  We  have  a  great  many 
more  difficulties  to  contend  with ;   and,  no 


matter  whether  our  railways  are  managed  by 
a  Board  or  by  a  Minister,  these  difficulties  will 
exist ;  nor  can  we  hope  to  obtain  as  good  re- 
sults as  they  have  done ;  and  for  that  reason 
differential  rates,  perhaps  to  a  greater  extent 
than  they  have  them,  however  objectionable, 
will  have,  to  a  certain  extent,  to  remain  in 
force  in  this  country.  The  Bill  we  have  now 
before  us  is  chiefly  based  on  the  Victorian 
Act.  There  are  in  it  some  clauses  taken 
from  the  New  South  Wales  Act,  and  there 
are  some  new  clauses,  and  we  have  endea- 
voured to  improve  the  Bill  so  as  to  meet 
the  requirements  of  this  country  in  every 
way.  The  language  of  the  Bill  is  very  plain, 
and  I  do  not  think  it  necessary  for  me  to 
dwell  at  length  on  each  particular  clause, 
but  I  shall  briefly  refer  to  them,  and,  where 
necessary,  shall  comment  on  them.  Clause  3 
empowers  the  Governor  to  appoint  the  Com- 
missioners, and  fixes  the  date  on  which  the 
Act  is  to  come  in  force.  This  is  necessary 
because  we  must  have  time  to  consider  where 
the  Commissioners  are  to  be  obtained  from ;  but 
no  uzmecessary  delay  will  take  place.  Clause 
G  provides  for  the  appointment  of  the  Commis- 
sioners, and  fixes  their  term  of  office.  This 
is  fixed  at  five  years ;  but  in  Victoria  and 
New  South  Wales  the  term  is  seven  years,  and 
I  myself  think  it  would  be  wise  to  strike  out 
the  "  five  "  and  insert  "  seven,"  because  I  think 
by  that  we  shall  be  able  to  secure  the  services 
of  better  men,  and  give  more  satisfaction  to 
the  public.  Much  better  results  vnll,  I  am 
sure,  be  obtained  by  fixing  the  term  at  seven 
years.  Clause  7  provides  for  the  tenure  of 
office  of  the  Commissioners,  for  their  removal 
and  suspension,  and  also  that,  in  the  event  of 
any  Commissioner  being  suspended,  a  state- 
ment of  such  suspension  shall  be  laid  before 
both  SCouses  of  Parliament.  It  also  protects 
the  colony  against  any  laches  on  the  part  of 
any  Commissioner.  Clause  8  provides  for  the 
appointment  of  the  Chief  Commissioner,  who, 
under  this  Bill,  will  not  have  the  supreme 
power  that  the  Victorian  head  has.  I  think 
that  is  a  mistake  in  the  Bill,  and  that  it  will 
be  necessary  to  give  him  supreme  power,  as  in 
Victoria,  where  the  provision  is, — 

"  That  the  Governor  in  Council  may  appoint 
one  of  the  Commissioners  to  be  Chairman,  and, 
if  the  Chairman  should  differ  from  the  decision 
of  the  other  two  Commissioners  with  respect  to 
8Jiy  matter  that  is  before  them  for  determina- 
tion, such  matter  to  be  deferred  for  twenty-four 
hours,  when  it  shall  be  again  brought  forward ; 
and,  in  the  event  of  the  Chairman  again  differ- 
ing from  the  decision  of  his  co-Commissioners, 
such  matter  shall  bo  determined  by  the  Chair- 
man, who  shall  enter  his  reasons  in  the  minute- 
book,  and  shall  forward  to  the  Minister  a  true 
copy  of  such  minute  for  presentation  to  Parlia- 
ment." 

I  think  that  would  be  a  very  wise  course  for 
us  to  adopt,  for  it  is  a  mistake  to  introduce  an 
expert  with  a  high  salary  and  then  allow  him 
to  be  overruled  by  the  two  other  Commissioners, 
who  may  not  have  the  same  knowledge  as  he 
possesses.    Clause  9  provides  for  salaries  and 
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allowances.  Clause  10  provides  that  any  two 
Commiasioners  shall  be  a  quoium.  Clause 
11  provides  that  if,  at  any  meeting  when 
only  two  Commissioners  are  present,  a  dif- 
ference of  opinion  should  arise,  the  matter  is 
to  be  postponed  for  a  full  meeting.  Clause 
14  stipulates  that  no  Commissioner  shall  bo 
interested  in  any  contract  or  other  emolument, 
under  a  penalty  of  a  fine  or  imprisonment. 
Clause  15  defines  the  duties  aoA  powers  of  the 
Commissioners,  giving  to  them  the  manage- 
ment, working,  and  maintenance  of  all  rail- 
ways now  constructed  or  to  be  constructed.  I 
think  that  is  a  very  important  provision,  and  I 
feel  certain  that  a  great  saving  will  be  effected 
by  handing  over  to  the  Comissioners  the  power 
to  construct  railways.  In  the  past  our  railways 
have  been  constructed  in  a  manner  which  has 
not  been  satisfactory,  and  consequently  a  very 
large  amount  of  money  has  been  voted  by 
Parliament  out  of  every  loan  for  improvements 
upon  open  lines  which  would  not  have  been 
necessary  if  the  lines  had  in  the  first  instance 
been  properly  constructed.  Of  course  a  great 
deal  has  been  spent  on  rolling-stock,  which 
is  a  matter  of  necessity ;  but  a  great  deal  has 
also  been  spent  in  reconstructing  actual  lines, 
in  straightening  curves  and  flattening  grades, 
which  should  not  have  been  necessary.  By 
placing  construction  as  well  as  working  in 
the  hands  of  the  Commissioners  I  feel  sure  a 
large  saving  will  be  effected.  Clause  16  vests 
in  the  Commissioners  all  railways  within  the 
meaning  of  the  Public  Works  Act  of  1882,  giv- 
ing them  full  power  to  construct,  purchase,  or 
acquire  any  railways  which  are  now  worked  by 
and  on  behalf  of  Her  Majesty,  and  all  rolling- 
stock,  machinery,  goods  of  every  kind,  land, 
and,  in  fact,  everything  in  connection  with  our 
railway  system.  Clause  18  provides  that  the 
titles  to  lands  are  to  be  registered  in  the  names 
of  the  Commissioners.  Clause  19  provides 
that  all  conveyances  and  agreements  made 
before  the  conmiencement  of  this  Act  by  the 
Minister  shall  be  binding  on  the  Commis- 
sioners. Clause  20  confers  upon  the  Commis- 
sioners all  the  powers  under  "The  Public 
Works  Act,  1882,"  respecting  the  working, 
management,  and  maintenance  of  railways. 
Clause  25  empowers  the  Commissioners  to  vm- 
dertake  construction-work.  Clause  26  vests  in 
the  Commissioners  any  railways  that  they  may 
construct.  Clause  27  is  a  most  important 
clause,  as  it  prevents  either  the  Governor  or 
the  Minister  from  having  any  control  whatever 
over  the  railways.  Clause  30  provides  for  the 
reconstruction,  duplication,  or  other  extension 
of  any  existing  railway.  It  also  provides  that 
the  Commissioners  shall  not  incur  liabilities  to 
a  greater  amount  than  Parliament  has  appro- 
priated, except  in  cases  of  emergency,  and  then 
only  after  having  received  the  consent  of  the 
Minister  in  writing.  Clause  81  gives  to  the 
Commissioners  the  authority  to  decide  upon 
the  position  and  erection  of  stations,  sidings, 
piers,  wharves,  buildings,  and  other  works  of 
accommodation.  I  think  that  is  also  a  very 
useful  clause,  as  in  numerous  instances  in  the 
past  stations  and  sidings  have,  through  political 
Itr,  Mitchelton 


influence,  been  erected  in  places  where  they 
would  not  have  been  erected  had  proper  disote- 
tion  been  used.    Clause  36  gives  to  the  Commia- 
sioners power  to  make  or  alter  by-laws  for  the 
objects  mentioned  in  the  subsections.     Clauae 
39  vests  in  the  Commissioners  the  working  of  the 
telegraph-lines  as  agents  for  the  Postmaster- 
General.    Clause  40  gives  the  Commissionets 
power  to  enter  into  contracts  with  the  Post- 
master-General for  the  conveyance  of  letters, 
papers,  parcels,  and  any  other  thing  in  conneo- 
tion  with  the  postal  service.    Clause  42  gives 
to  the  Commissioners  power  to  make  contracts 
for  everything  required  by  them  for  the  pur- 
pose of  carrying  out  the  Act.    Clauses  43,  44, 
and  45  also  refer  to  contracts,  and  how  they 
are  to  be  carried  out.    Clause  4C  vests  in  the 
Commissioners  the   power  to  control  and  ex- 
pend all  moneys  appropriated  by  Parliament 
for  the  construction  or  other  work  upon  the 
railway.    Clause  47  provides  that  the  Public 
Revenues  Act  of  1878  shall  apply  to  the  Com- 
missioners, and  that  all  moneys  collected  or 
received  by  them  shall  be  paid  in  to  the  credit 
of  the  Consolidated  Fund.    Clause  48  provides 
that  before  intrusting  any  of  their  employes 
with  the  control  of  money  satisfactory  security 
must  be  taken.     Clauses  49,  50,  51,  52,  53,  64, 
55,  56,  57,  58,  and  59  relate  to  employes,  show- 
ing how  they  are  to  deal  and  be  dealt  with. 
They  are  all  safeguard  clauses.      Clause  60 
stipulates  that   the    Commissioners  shall   lay 
upon  the    table   of  the  House  an  annual  re- 
port within  a  month  of  Parliament  meeting. 
Clause  61   gives  to  the  Commissioners  power 
to  appoint  and  remove  employes,  to  regulate 
salaries  and  wages  paid  to  employes  out  of 
moneys  voted  by  the  General  Assembly,  and 
provides  that  persons  in  the  employ  of   the 
Government  shall  have  the  same  rights  as  if 
they  hod  been  appointed  by  the  Commissioners. 
Clause  62  states  the  powers  vested  in  the  Com- 
missioners respecting  regulations  as  set  forth 
in  subsections  (1)  to  (11).    Clauses  63  and  64 
set  forth  how  appointments  are  to  be  made. 
Clause  65  is  a  most  important  clause,  as  it  pro- 
vides that  no  appointment  shall  be  confirmed 
until  the  probationer  has   effected  an  insur- 
ance upon  his  life  for  an  amount  which  will  be 
considered  satisfactory  to  the  Conunissioners. 
Subsection  (2)  provides  that  from  the  salary  of 
every  officer,  clerk,  or  employ^  a  percentage  to 
be  prescribed  shall  be  deducted,  which  shall 
be  mvestod   in   the    Public  Trust   Office  a.t 
interest ;  and  upon  retirement  from  the  service 
of  such  person,  from  whatever  cause  except 
for  the  commission  of  a  crime,  the  amount 
to  his  credit   is   to    be   paid   over    to    him. 
This  will   be  a   great  boon    to    the   railvray 
servants,   as   by   adopting    this  means    they 
will    to   a   certain   extent   be    provided   for- 
With  reference  to  this  clause,  I  think  it  woald 
be  well  for  the  Government  to  subsidise  this 
fund  by  putting  into  it  the  amount  which  they 
now  have  to  pay  for  accidents  or  injury  to 
men,  and  also  adding  to  it  the  amount  now  at 
the  credit  of  the  accumulated  fund  account 
The  absence  of  a  benefit  fund  has  been  a  great 
blot  cm  our  system,  the  amount  of  money 
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that  the  men  have  leoeiTed  in  case  of  aooident 
being  veiy  small  indeed.  Practically,  it  has 
been  no  benefit  to  them.  Claasea  66  and  67 
relate  to  promotions,  gratuities,  and  overtime 
payments.  Glauses  69  and  70  relate  to  dis- 
cipline. Clause  71  makes  the  Commissioners,  or 
a  majority  of  them,  a  Board  of  appeal  for  em- 
ployte.  Clause  75  saves  the  existing  rights  of 
Civil  servants.  The  meaning  of  that  clause  is 
this :  that  all  persons  now  in  the  Civil  Service 
who  are  entitled  to  pensions  or  retiring-allow- 
anoea  when  leaving  the  Service,  as  soon  as 
they  receive  appointments  under  this  Board 
will  have  their  pensions  or  retiring-allowances 
computed,  and  the  amount  placed  to  their 
credit ;  so  that,  if  they  take  service  under  the 
Board,  they  will  cease  to  have  right  to  pen- 
sions or  retiring-allowances ;  and  when  they 
leave  the  service  of  the  Board  the  amount  of 
the  computed  value  will  he  handed  to  them. 
Clause  76  provides  for  the  investigation  and 
reporting  of  accidents.  Clause  77  provides 
that  the  Governor  may  direct  a  formal  inves- 
tigation to  be  made  as  to  any  accident  that  the 
Minister  may  consider  has  not  been  properly 
inquired  into.  In  conclusion,  I  have  only  to 
say  that,  if  the  House  will  pass  the  second 
reading,  and  will  assist  the  Government  in 
making  the  Bill  a  workable  measure  in  Com- 
mittee, I  shall  be  very  much  pleased ;  for  I  am 
convinced  that,  unless  we  pass  this  most  im- 
portant measure  this  session,  we  shall  not  be 
doing  our  duty  to  the  country,  and  the  incon- 
sistencies and  anomalies  in  our  existing  scale 
of  rates  and  charges  will  still  be  a  cause  of  irri- 
tation to  the  public.  If,  on  the  other  hand, 
the  Bill  is  passed  and  the  Board  appointed 
ondcr  it,  I  trust  and  feel  sure  that  they  will 
learrange  the  tariff  so  as  to  give  general  satis- 
faction to  the  public  throughout  the  country. 

Mr.  E.  RICHARDSON.— I  have  very  great 
pleasure  in  rising  to  make  a  few  remarks  on 
this  Bill ;  but  I  should  first  like  to  be  allowed 
to  congratulate  the  honourable  gentleman  on 
the  speech  he  has  just  made,  giving  a  short 
description  of  the  very  important  measure  he 
has  introduced,  and,  further,  on  the  evidence 
of  the  care  and  trouble  which  the  honourable 
gentleman  has  taken  in  preparing  this  Bill.  I 
have  reason  to  know  what  that  trouble  has 
been,  because  on  previous  occasions  I  have  gone 
through  the  same  process  myself,  and  have  pre- 
pared at  least  three  Bills  on  this  subject,  to  one 
of  which  I  shall  presently  refer.  I  do  not  pro- 
pose to  follow  the  honourable  gentleman  in  his 
oescription  of  the  Bill,  or  in  the  remarks  he 
has  made,  but  rather  to  call  attention  to  a  few 
points  which  he  has  not  laid  much  stress  on, 
and  which  to  me  appear  to  require  to  be  brought 
before  the  House  and  to  be  thoroughly  under- 
stood before  this  important  Bill  is  passed. 
The  honourable  gentleman  said  that  since  the 
railways  have  been  opened  in  this  country  dis- 
satisfaction at  their  management  has  existed, 
and  that  that  dissatisfaction  has  increased 
from  year  to  year.  I  have  no  doubt  that  he 
was  speaking  from  his  experience  when  in  his 
present  office  in  1883  and  1884,  and  also  now, 
and  that,  U  he  has  extended  his  inqtuiies  to 
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what  is  going  on  in  the  adjoining  colonies,  ha 
has  found  that  the  dissatisfaction  in  New  Zea- 
land is  not  a  tithe  of  what  it  has  been  in 
Victoria  and  New  South  Wales,  and,  further, 
that  the  dissatisfaction  which  has  existed  in 
these  colonies  is  not  nearly  so  much  as  the 
dissatisfaction  which  has  existed  in  connection 
with  railway  management  in  older  countries 
such  as  Great  Britain,  and  in  several  European 
States.  He  will  find  that  dissatisfaction  has 
existed  and  has  grown  in  every  country  in 
which  railways  have  been  constructed  on  a 
scale  of  any  magnitude.  I  shall  presently 
refer  very  briefly  to  the  reasons — which  the 
honourable  gentleman  has  not  really  stated 
— why  the  Colony  of  Victoria  has  adopted  this 
system  of  railway  management,  and  why  New 
South  Wales  is  about  to  do  so.  I  was  very  sorry 
to  hear  the  honourable  gentleman  say  that  he 
thought  it  not  improbable  that  the  Commis- 
sioners might  try  what  is  known  as  Vaile's 
system  of  working  on  some  of  the  lines.  I 
do  not  believe  at  all  in  that  system,  and  I 
hope  they  will  not  waste  much  time  in  con- 
sidering it,  because,  if  they  look  into  various 
works  which  have  been  published  on  railway 
management,  and  the  reports  of  the  proceed- 
ings of  various  institutes  in  older  countries, 
they  will  find  that  fully  twenty -five  years 
ago  this  matter  was  discussed,  and  the  plan, 
I  am  told,  was  even  tried  on  a  small  scale, 
and  it  has  been  condemned  absolutely  by 
all  those  who  have  realty  had  anything  to 
do  with  railway  management,  not  only  in 
Great  Britain,  but  also  on  the  Continent  of 
Europe.  I  have  a  work  now  before  me  in 
which  the  matter  is  dealt  with  in  a  very  able 
way.  I  was  exceedingly  pleased  to  hear  the 
honourable  gentleman  state  so  empli  ^tically 
as  he  did  that  the  Government,  in  bringing  for- 
ward this  measure,  had  no  intention  of  casting 
any  reflection  on  the  officers  of  the  Railway 
Department.  I  entirely  agree  with  that,  and  I 
may  say  here  that  the  officers  of  our  Railway 
Department  generally  have  shown  the  posses- 
sion of  capabilities  of  a  very  high  order  indeed, 
and  they  are,  eis  a  class,  very  superior  to  those 
who,  till  quite  recently,  were  emplo;{^ed  on  the 
railways  in  the  neighbouring  colonies,  and  a 
class  of  men  who,  if  they  had  had  freedom 
of  action  in  dealing  with  onr.  railways  as  a 
commercial  concern,  apart  from  all  other  con- 
siderations— some  of  which  I  shall  refer  to  pre- 
sently—  would  have  caused  our  railways  to 
show  very  much  better  and  very  much  lareer 
results  than  they  have  done  hitherto.  The 
honouraUe  gentleman  went  on  to  say  that 
the  real  point — the  decision  we  have  to  come 
to — is,  whether  the  system  has  to  be  changed. 
Now,  I  should  have  liked  to  hear  him  go  a 
little  more  fully  into  this  matter,  and  say 
what  he  means  by  changing  the  system ; 
because,  as  far  as  I  am  aware — and  I  think, 
probably,  I  am  as  fully  informed  as  it  is 
almost  possible  for  any  one  to  be — as  to  the 
action  token  by  the  Railway  Commissioners 
in  Victoria,  and  also  what  has  taken  place 
in  regard  to  the  management  of  the  railwim 
in  Yiotona  prioi  to  theit  being  placed  in  the 
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hEuids  of  the  Commissioners,  having  had  the 
good  fortane  to  be  closely  associated  with  some 
of  those  largely  connected  with  the  railway 
management  there ; — I  say,  from  my  know- 
ledge of  this,  I  understand  that  the  system  of 
management  by  the  Victorian  Railway  Com- 
missioners is  practically  the  same  as  it  is  now 
in  this  colony  and,  practically,  all  the  world 
over  where  there  are  railways.  The  difficulty 
that  has  been  met  with  in  our  railway  manage- 
ment^the  honourable  gi'ntleman  did  not  lay 
much  stress  on  it — has  been  the  interference, 
if  I  may  so  call  it,  of  political  pressure  as  to 
the  question  of  rates ;  and  the  same  difficulty 
has  existed  to  a  large  extent  in  the  adjoining 
colonics.  I  think  there  has  been  very  little 
else  that  has  caused  difficulty  in  this  colony. 
The  honourable  gentleman  then  went  on  to 
say  that,  owing  to  the  peculiar  circumstances 
of  this  colony,  and  the  position  in  which 
the  railways  are  placed  as  regards  competi- 
tion, differential  rates  are  necessary  here. 
Now,  there  also  I  should  have  liked  him  to 
go  more  fully  into  the  point,  because  I  pro- 
pose to  say  a  few  words  further  on  it ;  and 
my  remarks  on  this  bead  probably  would  not 
have  needed  to  be  so  long  if  the  honourable 
gentleman  had  been  a  little  fuller  and  stated 
explicitly  what  he  meant.  Before  going  fur- 
ther I  may  say  that  there  is  a  very  consider- 
able difference  between  the  Victorian  Act  and 
the  Bill  now  before  us ;  and  the  New  South 
Wales  Bill  differs  largely  from  both.  When 
the  honourable  gentleman  was  referring  to 
the  appointment  of  a  Chief  Commissioner  an 
honourable  member  asked  if  the  rate  of  remu- 
neration for  that  officer  had  been  fixed  ;  and  I 
understand  the  Government  have  not  yet  fixed 
it.  Very  great  powers  are  proposed  to  be  given 
to  the  Chief  Commissioner,  as  in  Victoria,  and 
▼eiy  much  will  depend  on  the  rate  of  remu- 
neration the  Government  offer  as  to  the  class 
of  man  the  Government  will  be  able  to  induce 
to  come  to  the  colony,  if  they  go  to  Europe  for 
him.  That  is  a  very  important  point,  and  one 
on  which  very  much  depends  as  to  making  this 
system  successful.  I  shall  pass  over  a  number 
of  other  remarks  the  honourable  gentleman 
made  until  I  come  to  what  he  said  with 
regard  to  the  expenditure  incurred  on  opened 
lines.  On  hearing  the  honourable  gentleman's 
remarks,  it  struck  me  that  he  inferred  that 
a  large  part  of  that  expenditure  hsid  been 
needlessly  incurred ;  whereas  the  facts  ore 
these  :  When  our  railway  system  was  initiated 
in  1870  and  1871,  it  was  proposed  that  the  lines 
should  be  of  a  light,  cheaply-constructed  cha- 
racter, and  that  the  rolling-stock  should  be  of 
the  same  character ;  but  since  the  lines  have 
been  opened  there  has  always  been  pressure 
exercised  to  increase  the  speed  of  running 
trains,  and  to  bring  our  railways  generally 
more  up  to  a  claes  of  a  very  much  higher 
character  than  what  was  proposed  on  the  initia- 
tion of  our  system.  The  consequence  has  been 
that,  as  the  rate  of  speed  has  been  increased, 
it  has  been  found  that  heavier  roUing-stock 
was  indispensable ;  and  this,  in  its  turn,  ne- 
cessitated very  considerable  additions  in  the 
Mr.  E.  Biehardion 


way  of  strengthening,  ballasting,  and  so  on. 
In  fact,  both  the  lines  and  the  rolling -stock 
have  been  made  of  quite  a  different,  more  ex- 
pensive, and  more  permanent  character  than 
what  was  intended  when  the  railways  were 
made.    The  honourable  gentleman  passetl  over 
clause  25  very  lightly,  and  it  was  to  that  clause 
that  I  expected  him  to  draw  the  attention  of 
the  House   especially,  because   it  is   by  that 
clause  that  the  entire  future   construction  of 
the  railways  is  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  Com- 
missioners.   The    honourable  gentleman   has 
not  told  us  what  the  views  of  the  Government 
are  as  to  the  instructions  which  will  be  given 
for   the   guidance  of  these  Commissioners — I 
mean  by  "  instructions "  the  general  in«thod 
of  the  future  management.    To  show  what  I 
mean  in  this  respect,  I  have  taken  some  notes 
of  the  references   by  various    speakers    in  a 
recent  debate ;  and  I  have  found  that  among 
those  who  have  referred  to  the  railway-manage- 
ment   question   opinions    seemed    to    bo  just 
about  equally  divided  as  to  what   should   be 
expected   of   the   Commissioners.     That   is   to 
say,   some    honourable   members   have  stated 
that  the  railways  should  have  been  made  more, 
in  the  past,  for  the  purpose  of  opening  up  the 
country,  and  those  honourable  gentlemen  have 
added  that  they  do  not  think  that  the  railways 
ought  to  be  expected  to  return  interest  on  the 
money  laid  out  on  them.     On  the  other  hand, 
we  find  an  equal  number  of  members  who  have 
addressed  the  House  stating  that  the  railways 
ought  to  be  put  in  the  hands  of  a  Board  such 
as  is  here  proposed,  and  to  be  worked  on  com- 
mercial prmciples,  and  be  made  to  pay  interest 
on  the  cost  of  construction.    Of  course,  if  the 
Commissioners  are  to  have  this  great  power, 
it  will  be  necessary,  before  the  House  gives 
them  that  power,   that  some  understanding 
should  be  arrived  at  as  to  what  the  railways 
are  to  bo  expected  to  do.    As  to  the  provision  for 
employes  who  may  meet  with  accidents,  I  will 
ouly  say  that,  in  respect  to  the  sum  of  some 
thousand  pounds  which  has  accumulated  from 
fines  inflicted  during  several  years  past,  it  was 
the  intention  of  the  late  Government,  if  the 
Board  Bill  had  been  passed  in  1885,  that  this 
sum  should  be  handed  over  for  the  commence- 
ment of  such  a  fund  as  the  honourable  gentle- 
man proposes  to  make  under  this  Bill.     Now, 
I  think  there  has  been  a  great  deal  of  mis- 
apprehension in  this  House  and  in  the  country 
generally  as  to  the  reason  why  the  railways  of 
Victoria  were  handed  over  to  a  Board.     It  was 
not  owing  to  any  such  system  of  management 
as  the  honourable  member  referred  to,  but  it 
was  because  of  the  enormous  political  influence 
that  was  brought  to  bear  for  securing  employ- 
ment on  the  railways  for  the  friends  of  members 
of  Parliament,  supporters  of  the  Government  for 
the  time  being.    Abuse  in  that  direction  had 
grown  to  such  an  extent  in  connection  with  the 
Victorian  railways  that  it  was  absolutely  neces- 
sary tbat^something  should  be  done.    It  was  a 
notorious  fact  that  the  skilled  officers  in  the 
department,  those  who  really  understood  their 
work,    were   actually   being    impeded    by  the 
euormotts  number  of  persons  forced  upon  tlie 
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department  owing  to  that  political  influence 
of  which  I  have  spoken.  That  was  really  the 
reason  of  the  Government  of  Victoria  adopting 
this  different  system  of  management.  And,  if 
my  information  is  correct — and  I  am  sure  it 
is,  because  it  comes  from  one  of  the  highest 
authorities  in  New  South  Wales, — that  sort 
of 'thing  has  also  gone  on  in  New  South 
Wales,  although  not  to  the  same  extent  as  in 
Victoria;  and  that  is  regarded  as  a  cause  for 
alarm.  It  seems  to  them  that  the  only  way  out 
of  the  difficulty  is  to  completely  alter  the  sys- 
tem of  management.  It  is  not  my  intention  to 
draw  any  comparison  between  the  working  of 
the  railways  in  New  Zealand  and  in  the  other 
colonies  ;  but,  when  I  state  to  the  House  that 
the  Government  of  New  South  Wales  are  about 
to  spend  something  like  half  a  million  in  the 
way  of  reorganizing  their  workshops  and  their 
general  management,  I  think  the  House  will  see 
that  it  is  time  indeed  that  they  did  alter  their 
arrangements.  Before  leaving  this  part  of  the 
question,  I  may  say  that  ainco  1880,  at  any 
rate,  none  of  those  abuses  with  reference  to 
the  appointment  of  officers  to  which  I  have 
been  alluding  have  taken  place  in  New  Zealand. 
The  system  of  classification  adopted  here  in 
1880  on  our  railways  has  been,  as  far  as  I  have 
been  able  to  see,  carried  out  fairly ;  and  im- 
proper appointments  have  not  been  made  as 
the  result  of  political  pressure.  It  is  almost  im- 
possible that  they  should  be  made.  However, 
the  fact  is  that  you  have  now,  and  have  hod  for 
some  years,  in  force  on  the  railways  of  this 
colony  precisely  the  same  system  that  has  been 
adopted  in  Victoria,  so  for  as  that  part  of  the 
management  of  the  railways  is  concerned.  Of 
course  I  do  not  say  that  we  have  any  right  to 
claim  originolily,  for  we  had  token  our  system 
from  those  which  had  been  adopted  by  other 
countries.  However,  such  is  the  fact,  and  it  is  a 
fact  thAt.I  think,has  been  overlooked,  that  yOu 
have  already  in  this  colony  the  system  of  classi- 
fication that  is  in  force  in  Victoria  under  the 
Btulway  Board,  and  that  it  has  been  brought 
into  operation  by  the  departmental  officers. 
Now  with  reference  to  this  question  of  differ- 
ential rates.  In  reading  through  this  Bill, 
thoogh  I  have  bod  some  little  experience  in 
these  matters,  I  am  bound  to  say  that  I  should 
have  liked  to  see  the  specific  powers  which 
it  is  proposed  to  give  the  Board  set  out  at 
much  greater  length,  for  it  seems  to  me  that 
some  necessary  powers  are  omitted,  while  one 
or  two  of  the  powers  proposed  to  be  given 
onght,  I  think,  as  I  said  at  the  outset,  to  have 
been  further  alluded  to.  Among  those  I  now 
refer  to  are  those  of  fixing  rates.  The  Vic- 
torian Board  has  power  to  make  what  are 
called  contract  rates  for  quantities.  I  believe 
it  is  doubtful  whether  such  a  power  exists  here. 
At  any  rate  it  is  not  specified  in  this  Bill.  I  be- 
lieve that  it  has  been  used  to  a  small  extent  on 
Ae  New  Zealand  railways,  and  it  has  been  used 
to  a  considerable  extent  on  Victorian  railways; 
and  it  is  a  point  on  which  there  is  a  great  deal 
of  dissatisfaction  in  many  directions  in  Vic- 
toria. In  this  Bill  it  is  proposed  specifically  to 
Mitborue  the  Board  to  make  difierential  rates 


of  charges  for  the  carriage  of  passengers  or 
goods.  Now,  there  is  a  very  great  difference  of 
opinion  among  experts  as  to  what  this  term 
"  differential  rates  "  will  cover.  In  older  coun- 
tries difierential  rates  have  been  mode  for  ex- 
port traffic,  import  traffic,  and  rates  for  long 
distances  and  rates  for  short  distances ;  and 
these  already  exist  to  a  very  considerable  ex- 
tent in  this  country.  These  rates  have  been 
made  after  careful  consultation  with  Importers, 
exporters,  merchants,  and  traders  generally, 
and  also  not  in  entire  forgetfulness  of  the 
interests  of  producers  and  consumers.  Of 
course  it  is  quite  understandable  that  a  rate 
which  may  suit  an  importer  will  not  suit  an 
exporter,  and  a  rate  which  will  suit  the  con- 
sumer may  not  suit  the  producer:  hence  all 
the  trouble  and  dissatisfaction  that  have  been 
caused  under  the  different  railway  systems,  not 
only  here,  but  in  the  older  countries.  I  dare 
say  the  honourable  gentleman  hod  seen  Mr. 
Grierson's  work,  which  is  the  most  recently 

Eublished  work  on  the  question,  and  if  any 
onourable  member  looks  through  that  work 
ho  will  see  chapter  after  chapter  on  this 
question,  showing  how  these  different  rates 
operate  under  different  circumstances  on  the 
railways  throughout  the  world,  and  how  they 
have  given  rise  to  the  appointment  of  various 
Commissions  by  the  Houses  of  Parliament  in 
England,  the  sittings  of  one  of  which  Commis- 
sions lasted  over  two  whole  sessions  of  Parlia- 
liamont.  It  will  be  seen  from  the  evidence  of 
experts  that  a  large  numbiir  of  persons  who  use 
the  railways  get  what  they  ask  for,  and  they 
are  never  heard  of ;  but  those  who  fail  to  get 
what  they  want  are  heard  of  very  often,  and, 
as  a  rule,  the  smaller  the  complaint  the  more 
you  hear  about  it.  That  is  to  say,  you  never 
hear  of  those  who  get  what  they  want;  but 
those  who  have  any  cause  to  be  discontented 
come  forward  and  continually  worry  till  they 
get  what  they  want ;  and,  if  they  do  not  suc- 
ceed with  one  Minister,  as  soon  as  there  is 
a  change  the  worry  begins  again.  No  doubt 
bonontable  members  will  carefully  look  at 
this  Bill,  and  I  dare  say  they  will  discuss  tho 
matter  much  more  freely  and  much  more 
capably  thsm  I  can,  and  they  must  see — that 
is,  if  I  read  the  Bill  aright — that  a  very  great 
power  will  be  placed  in  Ae  hands  of  tho  Com- 
missioners to  follow  in  the  footsteps  of  the 
Board  in  Victoria  and  make  these  special  rates  ; 
and  that,  if  it  is  allowed  to  go  to  any  large  ex- 
tent, would  produce  dissatisfaction  far  greater 
than  anything  we  have  yet  seen  in  this  colony 
in  connection  with  our  railways.  Act  after  Act 
has  been  passed  in  Great  Britain  and  on  the  Con- 
tinent of  Europe  to  prevent  this  very  thing,  and 
they  have  stopped  it  as  far  as  it  possibly  can 
be  stopped,  and  it  cannot  be  done  openly  in 
England  ;  but,  of  course,  differential  rating  is 
allowable,  and  exists  to  a  very  considerable 
extent.  Although  it  has  only  been  in  force  to  a 
very  small  extent  here,  owing  to  the  extraordi- 
nary troubles  which  the  honourable  gentleman 
in  the  course  of  moving  the  second  reading  of 
the  Bill  alluded  to  as  opposing  those  in  charge 
of  the  lailw^ya,  still  I  am  quite  sure  it  will  ob- 
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tain,  if  the  loilways  are  put  under  a  Board,  to 
a  muoh  larger  extent.  I  am  sure  the  honour- 
able member  will  bear  me  out  when  I  say  that 
the  Manager  or  Acting  Manager  of  the  Kail- 
ways  lias  told  him  that  he  could  bring  in  a 
considerable  amount  o{  revenue  if  he  could 
make  a  rate  in  a  certain  direction,  but,  at  the 
same  time,  he  hod  pointed  out  that,  if  this  were 
done,  the  Ministry  must  be  prepared  for  a  repe- 
tition of  what  had  taken  place  before,  and 
that,  if  they  were  not  strong  enough  to  resist 
it,  although  the  rate  would  bring  in  a  large 
amount  of  revenue  in  one  part  of  the  colony, 
yet  in  another  part,  if  pressure  were  brought  to 
bear,  and  it  were  adopted  there,  it  would  bring 
about  a  very  largo  loss.  The  question  of  dif- 
ferent rates  in  different  parts  of  the  country  I 
have  heard  referred  to  in  recent  debates  on 
more  than  one  occasion,  and  I  have  no  doubt 
we  shall  hear  a  great  deal  more  about  it.  I 
have  no  hesitation  myself  in  saying  that  there  is 
room  for  a  very  considerable  alteration  in  that 
direction,  and  that  in  that  way  a  very  liurge 
additional  revenue  may  be  got  from  the  rail- 
ways without  doing  anything  that  any  reason- 
able-minded man  could  object  to.  I  shall  not 
trouble  the  House  further.  There  are  several 
other  points  in  this  Bill,  but  they  are  more 
Committee  objections,  and  to  refer  to  them 
would  involve  such  an  amount  of  technical 
description  that  I  should  trouble  and  weary 
the  House.  I  can  only  again  say,  with  regard 
to  my  action  in  this  matter,  that  in  this  House 
on  several  occasions  misrepresentations  have 
been  made  when  I  have  not  had  an  opportunity 
of  replying ;  and  that  those  misrepresentations 
have  been  repeated  outside,  and  very  much 
magnified.  I  spoke  very  strongly  in  favour  of 
Boards  of  Management  before  I  took  office  in 
1884. 

An  Hon.  Member. — Hear,  hear. 

Mr.  E.  BICHABDSON.— "  Hear,  hear,"  the 
honourable  member  says.  Well,  immediately 
on  my  taking  office  I  gathered  all  the  informa- 
tion that  could  be  got  on  the  subject  from  Vic- 
toria, and  I  may  say  I  have  been  constantly 
engaged  on  the  subject.  I  communicated  with 
officers  in  Victoria  and  in  other  colonies,  and  I 
prepared  a  Bill — a  Bill  I  have  here — which  was 
introduced  by  me  into  this  House  in  1885.  Now, 
it  is  an  open  secret — and  there  can  be  no  harm 
in  my  sajring  it — that  the  original  Bill  I  prcr 
pared  is  almost  on  the  same  lines  as  that  now 
before  the  House.  But  the  Government  of  which 
I  was  a  member  did  not  consider  that  they 
would  be  justified,  in  view  of  the  feelings  of  the 
country,  in  centralising  the  whole  of  this  power 
in  Wellington  and  having  one  Board  only ;  and 
I  was  called  upon — though  to  a  certain  extent 
against  my  will — to  alter  this  Bill,  and  to  pro- 
pose the  establishment  of  two  Boards,  one  in 
the  North  Island  and  one  in  the  South.  Now, 
that  Bill  was  not  discussed  in  this  House,  and 
my  reason  for  not  pressing  it  was  that  I  fotmd, 
from  consultation  with  various  members  of  the 
House — and  my  colleagues  will  bear  me  out 
here^that  there  was  by  no  means  a  strong 
feeling  in  favour  of  this  measure  at  that  time, 
but  rather  the  reverse ;  and  the  bsaineas  of  tbe 
itr.  E.  Bichardtm 


session  was  such  that  it  was  not  oonsideied 
worth  while  to  take  up  the  time  of  th» 
House  discussing  it,  for  we  had  not  the  slightest 
chance  of  passing  it,  and  we  thought  it  better, 
as  I  stated  in  this  House  at  the  time,  that  this 
Bill  should  be  circulated,  and  that  we  should 
hear  what  the  constituencies  had  to  say  about 
it.  Before  the  end  of  the  session  I  had  a  fenr 
large  number  of  copies  of  that  Bill  struck  on, 
and  they  were  sent  about  in  many  directions; 
but  between  that  and  the  next  session  we 
hardly  heard  any  reference  made  to  this  ques- 
tion throughout  the  country.  I  mention  that 
fact  because  it  has  been  stated  very  freely,  and 
it  was  said  in  this  House  by  an  honourable 
member  only  a  day  or  two  ago,  that  the  late 
Government  did  not  dare  to  bring  forward 
a  Bill  on  this  subject.  The  late  Government 
were  quite  prepared  to  deal  with  this  question ; 
but,  from  the  various  causes  I  have  just  referred 
to,  the  matter  was  not  considered  sufficiently 
pressing  to  force  it  through  the  House.  There 
is  not  much  difference  between  the  Bill  of 
1885  that  was  introduced  into  the  House  here 
and  the  Bill  which  is  now  in  force  in  New 
South  Wales :  in  fact,  many  of  the  clauses  are 
the  same,  as  must  be  the  case,  because  they 
are  drawn  from  very  much  the  same  sources. 
In  many  of  the  clauses  of  the  New  South 
Wales  Act  the  wording  of  our  Bill  of  1885  has 
been  adopted  in  preference  to  following  the 
Victorian  Act,  and  I  had  the  honour  of  sending 
copies  of  this  Bill,  by  special  request,  to  New 
South  Wales.  I  am  not  going  to  take  up 
the  time  of  the  House  further,  but  will  only 
say,  in  conclusion,  that,  if  this  Bill  goes  into 
Committee,  if  I  can  be  of  any  assistance  to  alter 
it  or  improve  it  I  shall  be  very  glad  to  do  any- 
thing in  my  power  to  help  the  honourable 
gentleman  in  the  matter. 

Mr.  COWAN. — I  have  very  much  pleasure  in 
rising  to  support  this  Bill.  It  embodies  a  pro- 
posal which  the  country  looks  to  this  Parlia- 
ment, and,  if  it  is  at  all  possible,  to  this  ses- 
sion of  Parliament,  to  give  legal  effect  to.  It  is 
a  source  of  considerable  satisfaction  to  me  to 
have  heard  the  late  Minister  for  Public  Works 
promise  his  cordial  help  in  passing  this  Bill 
through  the  House  and  Committee,  because  I 
know  it  was  through  adverse  circumstances 
that  that  gentleman,  when  he  was  head  of  the 
Public  Works  Department,  was  tmable  to  put 
the  management  of  the  railways  under  a  Board 
as  is  proposed  in  this  Bill.  I  therefore  think  it 
is  a  matter  for  great  satisfaction  that  this  Bill 
will  have  his  support  in  making  it  a  workable 
and  efficient  measure  as  it  goes  throngh  the 
Committee  of  this  House.  Now,  Sir,  there  is 
no  doubt  this  question  is  one  of  very  great 
magnitude  and  one  of  very  material  interest  to 
the  country.  In  the  first  place,  it  deals  with 
the  m8Lnagement  of  a  property  which  has  cost 
the  country  over  fourteen  millions  of  money. 
In  the  next  place,  the  best  and  most  vital  in- 
terests of  the  producers  of  this  country  will  be 
at  the  mercy  of  the  Board  of  Management 
which  it  is  proposed  to  constitute.  Our  rail- 
ways may  be  made  a  huge  taxing-machine. 
As  such,  that  machine  oaa  be  put  in  operation 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1887.] 


Oovemtnent 


[HOUSE.] 


BaiUoayt  BiU. 


246 


for  either  the  weal  or  the  woe  of  the  prodncera 
(rf  this  country ;  and  therefore  I  consider  that 
this  BiU  is  one  of  the  most  vital  importance, 
and  it  ought  to  be  looked  at  from  the  point 
of  view  of  the  interests  of  the  producing  part 
of  the  community.  Now,  it  has  been  stated, 
and  no  one  can  doubt,  that  the  management 
of  our  railways  has,  from  Korth  to  South,  pro- 
duced nothing  but  dissatisfaction.  As  I  have 
said  previously  in  this  House,  that  dissatis- 
faction has  been  brought  about  not  so  much 
from  the  conduct  of  the  ofScers  in  connection 
with  the  management  of  the  department  as 
from  the  fact  that  this  Parliunent  looks  to  the 
officers  connected  with  the  railways  to  produce 
a  certain  revenue  from  them.  Those  officers 
have,  unfortunately,  adopted  what  I  call  cast- 
iron  rules.  From  carrying  out  those  cast-iron 
xnles  with  a  view  to  producing  the  amount  of 
revenue  which  they  had  instructions  to  produce, 
this  dissatisfaction  has  in  a  great  measure 
arisen.  Now,  although  it  is  my  intention  to 
help  the  passing  of  this  Bill  to  my  very  utmost 
— and  I  trust  it  will  get  fair  consideration  from 
both  sides  of  the  House — still  I  must  say  that 
the  blot  of  this  Bill  seems  to  be  this :  that  no 
direction,  no  indication  is  given  to  the  Board 
in  this  Bill  as  to  what  they  are  to  produce 
from  the  railways.  That  is  an  omission  which 
strikes  my  mind  as  being  a  blot  on  the  whole 
BiU.  If  such  directions  are  not  given  to  the 
Commissioners  under  this  Bill,  the  amount  of 
dissatisfaction  that  may  be  created  in  this 
country  through  the  operations  of  these  Com- 
missioners will  be  at  least  tenfold  what  it  now 
is.  If  these  Commissioners  think  of  producing 
not  only  interest  on  the  capital  of  fourteen 
milUons  but  revenue  in  addition,  the  effect  of 
that  policy  will  be  that  it  wiU  crush  out  our 
producing  community;  it  will  have  a  most 
deleterious  effect  upon  the  best  interests  of 
onr  producers.  And  therefore  I  would  urge 
the  Minister  to  take  this  matter  into  considera- 
tion, and  that  he  should,  by  legal  enactment, 
give  instructions  to  these  Commissioners  as 
to  what  our  views  are  of  what  they  should 
]Hroduce  from  the  railways.  That  is  a  point 
tiiat  strikes  my  mind  as  being  moet  necRssary 
in  regard  to  this  Bill.  The  Minister  for  Public 
Works  has  referred  to  what  is  known  as  Yaile's 
system ;  and  I  have  a  certain  knowledge  of  the 
proposals  of  Mr.  Vaile,  and  I  know  the  result 
of  the  Committee's  inquiries  into  his  pro- 
poeais.  His  proposals  in  regard  to  passenger 
traffic  failed  entirely  only  un  account  of  the 
paucity  of  our  population ;  but  I  can  see 
this:  that,  if  Mr.  Vaile's  proposals,  instead 
of  having  reference  to  the  passenger  -  traffic 
of  our  railways,  had  application  to  the  goods- 
toaffic,  and  the  carrying  of  the  produce  of  the 
country,  then  I  think  that  that  system  would 
be  productive  of  immense  good ;  because,  in 
a  few  words,  Vaile's  system  is  this:  It  puts 
an  individual  resident  a  hundred  miles  from  a 
port  in  the  same  position  with  regard  to  freight 
as  an  individual  ten  miles  from  a  port.  That 
is  the  plain  English  of  Vaile's  system,  so  far  as 
I  nnderstatad  it.  And  if  such  a  system  could 
be  pnt  into  operation  so  as  to  put  the  producer 


a  hundred  miles  from  a  port  in  the  same  posi> 
tion  as  a  producer  ten  miles  from  a  port,  then 
an  immense  impetus  would  be  given  to  the 

fjroducers  of  the  colony.  But,  as  I  say,  so 
ong  as  we  have  a  limited  population  and  no 
leisure  population,  Vaile's  system,  as  applied 
to  passenger-traffic,  cannot  be  a  success.  Now, 
in  regard  to  the  omission  in  the  Bill  of  guid- 
ance with  regard  to  what  the  Commissioners 
are  to  do  with  reference  to  a  revenue  from  our 
raUways,  there  is  no  doubt  that  the  manner 
in  which  to  produce  satisfaction  in  the  man- 
agement of  our  railways  would  be  to  reduce 
the  rates.  No  doubt  that  is  the  process,  and, 
until  the  rates  are  reduced,  depend  upon  it  this 
competition  that  we  have  had  from  the  roads 
as  against  our  railways  will  still  continue. 
But,  on  the  other  hand,  the  reduction  of  the 
freights  on  our  railways  will  bring  about  an  in- 
justice to  some  of  the  taxpayers  of  the  country, 
because  there  are  large  districts  in  New  Zea- 
land that  have  not  the  facilities  of  railways. 
Depend  upon  it,  if  the  rates  are  reduced  so 
as  to  reduce  the  ultimate  revenue  from  this 
source  of  income,  that  will  produce  an  injustice 
to  those  taxpayers  who,  without  having  facili- 
ties, will  be  called  upon  to  make  up  the  loss 
in  the  revenue.  It  is  a  patent  fact  that  the 
management  of  the  Victoria  Kailways  under  a 
Board  such  as  is  proposed  by  this  Bill  has 
been  productive  of  an  immense  success.  But, 
on  the  other  hand,  we  must  not  expect  to  have 
similar  results  here,  because  in  our  colony  the 
circumstances  are  very  different.  We  have  the 
competition  of  water  here,  and  we  have  a  strag- 
gling country  and  very  many  centres ;  whereas 
in  Victoria  the  whole  produce  of  the  colony 
centres  at  one  point,  and  therefore  their  cir- 
cumstances in  this  respect  of  the  management 
of  railways  are  very  much  in  advance  of  what 
we  can  look  for  in  regard  to  ours.  Another 
omission  of  this  Bill,  as  for  as  it  strikes  me,  is 
that  the  management  of  the  railways  in  both 
Islands  is  to  be  centred  in  one  Board.  My 
view  is  that  a  greater  amount  of  satisfaction 
would  arise  if  two  Boards  were  appointed, 
one  for  the  North  and  another  for  the  South ; 
but  I  prefer  to  abandon  the  two,  on  the  score 
of  economy,  so  as  to  have  a  trial  for  a 
few  years  of  the  management  under  the  one 
Board.  The  Board  should  not  be  centred 
either  in  one  Island  or  in  the  other,  it  must 
necessarUy  be  a  peripatetic  Board,  and,  in  order 
to  bring  about  the  greatest  amount  of  satisfac- 
tion, it  must  not  be  centred  for  very  long  in 
any  one  portion  of  the  two  Islands.  As  I  say, 
I  shall  waive  my  objection  in  this  respect, 
so  that  we  may  have  a  few  years'  experience 
of  the  working  of  the  Board;  and  then,  if 
the  necessity  arises,  a  Board  for  each  Island 
may  be  appointed.  Then,  with  regard  to  the 
term  of  years  for  which  the  Commissioners 
are  to  be  appointed,  my  view  is  that  we  should 
adopt  the  smaller  number  of  years  proposed  in 
the  Bill,  and  not  the  number  suggested  by  the 
Minister  for  Fublio  Works,  because  I  think, 
if  they  were  appointed  for  five  years  to  begin 
with,  if  they  are  not  a  success,  and  if  their 
powers  ore  not  put  into  operation  in  such  » 
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manner  as  to  foster  the  best  interests  of  the 
producing  portion  of  the  community,  then  we 
ought  to  have  the  power  in  five  years  to  bring 
their  work  to  a  conclusion.  I  am  glad  to  know 
that  the  Bill  will  have  the  support  of  the  late 
Minister  for  Public  Works,  and  I  trust  that  in 
its  passage  through  the  House  it  will  b«  mtide 
as  workable  as  possible,  and  be  so  framed  as  to 
conserve  and  foster  the  interests  of  the  pro- 
ducing portion  of  the  inhabitants  of  this  colony. 
Mr.  BUCHANAN.  — It  is  with  very  great 
satisfaction  indeed  that  I  hail  the  introduc- 
tion of  this  Bill  into  the  House.  For  a  long 
time  past  I  have  felt  that  until  we  got  the  rail- 
ways of  the  colony  under  the  management  of  a 
non-political  Board  we  should  not  onlj'  have 
popular  dissatisfaction  all  over  the  colony — as 
has  been  mentioned  by  the  Minister  for  Public 
Works,  and  also  by  the  late  Minister — but  we 
should  from  year  to  year  find  more  extensive 
cause  for  that  dissatisfaction.  The  honourable 
member  for  Kaiapoi  has  told  us  that  no  such 
dissatisfaction  has  existed  in  this  colony  at  any 
time  as  has  existed  in  Victoria,  in  New  South 
Wales,  and  also  in  England.  While  I  defer  very 
largely  indeed  to  the  honourable  gentleman's 
much  greater  experience,  and  will  therefore 
not  attempt  any  positive  contradiction,  all  I 
have  to  say  on  the  point  is  this :  that  very 
great  dissatisfaction  has  existed  here,  and — as 
far  as  I  have  been  able  to  judge — with  a  very 
large  amount  of  cause.  The  honourable  gentle- 
man said  the  original  design  upon  which  our 
lines  were  constructed  was  very  different  from 
what  is  sought  for  now  :  that  the  railways  were 
constructed  of  light  material,  and  were  intended 
only  for  slow  travelling,  and  to  carry  light 
weights.  I  am  bound  to  agree  with  him  in 
that  to  a  large  extent ;  but  I  would  point  out 
this  to  him :  that  that  does  not  at  all,  in  my 
opinion,  excuse  the  numberless  mistakes  — 
which  it  is  very  difficult  for  any  man  of  common- 
sense  to  understand — that  have  been  made  in 
the  location  of  the  lines  and  the  gradients  fixed 
for  those  lines.  The  most  familiar  and  forcible 
instance  that  occurs  to  me  is  on  the  Manawatn 
line,  that  line  having,  in  the  first  instance,  been 
laid  out  under  political  supervision.  Though 
it  will  be  hardly  credited,  I  have  the  best  autho- 
rity for  stating  it  as  a  fact  that  on  the  lengtli 
of  that  line  between  Otaki  and  Longbum  two 
sections  of  it  were  laid  off  by  the  Government 
with  grades  of  from  1  in  40  to  1  in  50,  and 
carves  down  to  so  small  a  radius  as  seven 
chains.  Any  one  who  has  travelled  along 
this  line — and  a  number  of  members  of  this 
House  must  have  done  so— could  scarcely  see 
how  human  ingenuity  could  have  plawgted 
grades  and  curves  such  as  I  have  described. 
The  line  is  now  conRtructed  by  the  Monawatu 
Railway  Comjiany  with,  I  am  informed,  not 
a  single  grade  exceeding  1  in  100.  Such  is 
my  information,  and  I  shall  be  very  glad  to  be 
corrected  if  I  am  in  error.  Numberless  in- 
stances such  as  that  will  occur  to  any  one 
travelling  along  the  lines  of  the  colony,  and 
it  must  be  abundantly  evident  that  very  little 
business  knowledge  and  very  little  of  the  com- 
mercial idea  could  have  been  present  to  the 
Mr.  Cowan 


people  who  laid  oS  those  lines ;  and  we  now 
nave,  unfortunately,  to  pay  for  this  in  the 
great  cost  of   working   tkose  lines.      Under 
the  Victorian  Act  it  is  incumbent  upon  the 
Commissioners  to  furnish  a  report  to  Parlia- 
ment before  any  new  line^  are  constructed, 
showing  what  the   expectation  is   as   to  the 
working  results ;   and  I  am  sorry  to  see,  as 
far  as  I  have  read  the  new  Bill,   that  there 
is  no  such  provision  in  in  as  that.     I  hope 
the   Minister  for    Public   Works  will    insert 
such  a  provision,  for  I  think  it  is  one  of  ttie 
most  important  in  the  Victorian  Act.    Now, 
the  honourable  member  for  Kaiapoi  laid  spe- 
cial emphasis  on  clause  25,  and  expressed  iiis 
inability   to   gather   from  the  Bill  what  was 
expected  from  the  Commissioners — that  is  to 
say,  the  lines  on  which  they  were  expected  to 
act  in  fixing  freights  and  fares.     I  confess  I 
did  not  quite  understand  the  meaning  of  the 
honourable  gentleman ;   and  I  could  not  help 
thinking  that   clause  36  was  much  more    to 
the  point  than  clause  25.      Under  the  corre- 
sponding  clause   in  the   Victorian  Act — that 
is,  the  clause  relating  to  by-laws  and  fixing 
freights  and    fares  for   passengers  —  the   law 
gives  the  Commissioners  power  to  enact  saoh 
by-laws;    but    the    Government    reserve    to 
themselves  the  power   to  assent  to  those  by- 
laws, and  they  cannot  come  into  force  until 
an  Order  in   Council    gives   them  effect.       I 
have  been  picturing  to  myself  the  position  into 
which  the  Commissioners  would  be  launched 
with  powers  such   as   are   contained   in   this 
Bill.      What   guide    are   they   to   have   as    to 
whether   they   are    to    manage    the    railways 
from  a  strictly  commercial  point  of  view,  or 
where   they  are   to   draw  the    line  ?    I    hope 
that  when  the  honourable  gentleman  replies  he 
will  make  it  clear  to  us  what  the  policy  of  the 
Government  is  in  this  direction.    The  honour- 
able member  for  Kaiapoi,  in  giving  the  reasons 
which  induced  Victoria  to  appoint  a  Board  of 
Commissioners,  stated  that  the  pressure  there 
had  been  enormous  to  find  work  for  the   un- 
employed, and  also  in  the  direction  of  getting 
cheaper  rates ;   and   that  pressure   somewhat 
similar  to  that  had  existed  in  New  South  Wales 
before  they  appointed  a  Board.    He  also  stated 
that  no  such  abuses  existed  here.    In  so  far  as 
that  they  do  not  exist  in  this  colony  to  the  ex- 
tent to  which  they  exist  in  the  two  other  colo- 
nies, I  agree  with  him ;  but  I  cannot  admit 
that  no  such  abuses  exist  in  this  colony.     Can 
any  honourable  member  who  recollects  what 
has  occurred  in  the  House  within  the  last  few 
days  say  for  one  moment  that  pressure  has  not 
been  brought  to  bear  on  the  Government  ?     Do 
they  not  recollect  member  after  member  getting 
up  whenever  certain   railway  questions    were 
before  the  House ;  and  can  any  one  say  that 
pressure  has  not  been  brought  to  bear  on  the 
Government  ?    I  cannot  help  thinking  that  the 
honourable  gentleman,   no  doubt  quite  inad- 
vertently, has  to  a  certain  extent  misled  the 
House ;  and  I  am  sure  that  in  relieving  the 
Government  in  the  future  from  political  pres- 
sure this  Bill  will  be  conferring  a  great  benefit 
on  the  country.    Another  point  raised  by  the 
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honourable  gentieman — and  I  am  glad  he  re- 
ferred to  it,  because  I  could  not  otherwise  have 
understood  the  remarks  he  made — was  as  to 
the  dissatisfaction  which  he  says  exists  in  Vic- 
toria owing  to  the  special  rates  as  to  quantities. 
I  hane  here  the  last  report  of  the  Victorian  Bail- 
way  Board,  giving  all  the  instanceB  in  which 
these  special  rates  have  been  made  for  quan- 
tities and  for  other  reasons,  and  I  can  hardly 
understand  how  any  dissatisfaction  can  exist, 
because  tlie  whole  number  of  instances  in 
which  these  special  ratea  have  been  made  is 
only  nineteen.  I  have  a  summary  showing 
the  difierent  reasons  for  making  them,  and  I 
may  say  that  there  are  only  six  of  those  nine- 
teen instances  in  which  the  special  rates  have 
been  made  on  account  of  quantities,  and  in 
nearly  every  case  it  has  only  been  for  short 
distances — that  is  to  say,  from  Melbourne  to 
the  port  and  vice  vert&.  I  cannot  help  feeling 
that  the  honourable  gentleman  is  misinformed 
as  to  the  extent  of  this  dissatisfaction  wliich  he 
says  exists  in  Victoria.  Of  course  there  is  this 
to  be  said  :  that  the  Commipsioners  who  may 
be  appointed  here  may  take  a  different  view 
of  their  duties,  and  extend  these  special  rates 
very  much  more  largely  than  the  Victorian 
Uommissioners  have  done;  but  the  fact  re- 
mains that  it  is  simply  impossible,  so  far  as 
this  item  is  concerned,  that  any  largo  amount 
of  dissatisfaction  can  exist  in  Victoria.  The 
honourable  member  referred  to  the  Bill  which 
he  himself  had  drafted ;  and,  recollecting  also 
the  very  emphatic  language  he  used  before  he 
came  into  office  in  1884,  it  must  be  evident  that 
very  strong  reasons  existed  in  his  mind  in  favour 
of  such  u  Board  as  this.  He  explains  to  us  to  a 
certain  extent,  but  only  to  a  certain  extent,  the 
reasons  which  brought  about  a  change  in  his 
mind.  I  shall  not  dwell  on  his  reasons  any 
farther  than  to  cito  one  of  them,  which  he  gave 
in  speaking  to  his  constituents  at  Kaiapoi,  that 
Harbour  Boards,  such  as  Timaru,  Oamaru,  and 
Kaiapoi,  would  be  injured. 

Mr.  E.  RICHARDSON.— I  did  not  give  that 
as  a  reason  why  the  Bill  was  not  gone  on  with. 
I  simply  said  it  might  be  the  effect,  if  the  Bill 
wera  drawn  on  the  lines  of  the  Victorian  one. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN.— I  will  leove  the  honour- 
able gentleman  himself  to  answer,  when  I  ask 
him  what  other  inference  any  one  could  draw 
from  his  remarks  than  this :  that  the  position 
of  these  Harbour  Boards  formed  one  of  the 
reasons  which  actuated  him  in  not  pushing  on 
the  Bill  which  he  had  drafted. 

Mr.  E.  RICHARDSON.— I  never  made  use 
o{  any  such  argument.  I  simply  pointed  out 
what  would  probably  be  the  effect  of  working 
the  line  between  Oamaru  and  Hurunui  if  it 
were  worked  on  purely  commercial  principles. 
It  had  nothing  to  do  with  the  drafting  of  the 
Bill  or  pushing  it  on.  It  was  merely  a  local 
question. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN.— Well,  1  am  not  disposed 
to  dwell  upon  that,  and  will  accept  the  explana- 
tion of  the  honourable  gentleman.  I  was  very 
glad  indeed  to  listen  to  the  remarks  of  the 
honourable  member  for  Hokonui  with  regard 
to  the  question  of  whether  one  or  two  Boards 


would  be  most  advantageous.  I  do  hope,  in 
the  best  interests  of  this  Board,  if  it  is  to  ha 
appointed,  that  the  Bill  will  pass  with  one 
Board  and  not  two.  I  also  hope  that  members 
from  the  South  Island  generally  will  take  the 
same  view  as  that  token  by  the  honourable 
gentleman  to  whom  I  have  referred.  I  regret 
that  the  Minister  for  Public  Works,  in  moving 
the  second  reading  oi  the  Bill,  did  not  give  us 
a  summary,  from  his  point  of  view,  of  the  re- 
sults accomplished  by  the  Victorian  Railway 
Board  as.oompared  wi^  what  was  done  under 
political  management.  I  should  like  to  make 
a  short  statement  of  what  I  have  gathered  on 
the  subject.  I  find,  for  instance,  in  the  report 
furnished  by  the  Victorian  Government  for  the 
year  ending  December  81,  1883,  that  the  gross 
receipts  from  the  railways  had  been  £1,898,000, 
and,  deducting  the  working  expenses,  it  left 
£611,044,  leaving  a  loss  on  the  year's  working 
of  £285,000.  That  is  to  say,  the  consolidated 
revenue  had  to  pay  £235,000  for  interest  which 
the  working  of  the  railways  under  political 
management  failed  to  cover.  The  first  report 
from  the  Commissioners  was  brought  down  in 
188S ;  but  I  will  not  refer  to  that,  so  as  to  save 
time.  In  the  next  year  the  report  showed  that 
the  revenue  from  the  railways  bad  increased  by 
£147,000,  although  the  freights  and  fares  had 
been  reduced  for  the  year  to  the  extent  of 
£100,000.  This  means  that,  as  compared  with 
a  deficiency  of  £235,000,  which  had  to  be 
supplied  from  the  Consolidated  Fund  in  1883, 
the  report  presented  lost  year  showed  that  a 
surplus  profit  of  £61 ,000,  after  paying  interest, 
had  been  paid  into  the  Consolidated  Fund ;  and 
this  year  we  find  that,  although  reductions 
have  been  mode  by  the  Commissioners  in  the 
freights  and  fares  equal  to  a  total  of  £252,000, 
a  surplus  of  no  less  than  £40,000  was  paid  into 
the  consolidated  revenue.  The  honourable 
member  for  Hokonui  said  it  was  not  to  be  ex- 
pected that  we  should  get  the  same  successful 
results  from  a  Board  here:  and  with  that  I 
fully  agree ;  but  1  am  strongly  convinced  that, 
though  the  results  here  may  not  be  so  great 
as  in  Victoria,  yet  the  system  will  be  an 
enormous  improvement  on  the  present  if  we 
are  only  fortunate  enough  to  got  the  right  man 
as  Chairman — of  course,  very  much  indeed  will 
depend  on  that.  The  success  of  the  Com- 
missioners' management  in  Victoria  is  also 
emphasized  by  this  fact :  that,  while  the  popu- 
lation has  increased  by  only  9  per  cent,  since 
the  Commissioners  took  office,  the  receipts  from 
the  railways  have  increased  by  SO  per  cent.  It 
has  given  me  great  pleasure  to  be  able  to  state 
these  few  facts  in  support  of  the  Bill,  and  I 
hope  the  measure  will  be  carried  into  effect, 
with  the  necessary  amendments  suggested  by 
the  late  Minister  for  Public  Works,  and  others 
which  will  no  doubt  be  suggested  by  other 
speakers. 

Mr.  WHYTE.— I  intend  to  support  this  BUI 
— at  all  events,  its  second  reading — because  I 
think  that  it  holds  out  a  slight  hope  of  miti- 
gating one  of  the  more  prominent  of  the  evils 
connected  with  the  system  of  representative 
government.    We  are   all  aware  that  repre- 
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sentative  government  has  many  defects  in  its 
'working,  and  I  fancy  that  hitherto  our  rail- 
ways have  supplied  a  glaring  illustration  of  at 
least  one  of  these  defects.  They  have  shown 
it  not  only  as  regards  their  management,  but 
also  as  regards  their  construction ;  and,  in  the 
management,  not  only  as  regards  the  rates,  but 
also  as  regards  the  appointment  of  officials  and 
employes  generally.  Perhaps  dealing  with  the 
matter  of  construction  now  is  something  like 
locking  the  stable-door  after  the  horse  has  been 
stolen ;  but,  nevertheless,  it  is  better  late  than 
never.  There  is  no  doubt  in  my  mind  that  if 
our  present  system  of  management  were  con- 
tinued our  railways  would,  in  time,  become  a 
great  political  engine,  if,  indeed,  they  have  not 
become  so  already.  I  am  glad  to  say  they  have 
not  yet  become  so  to  so  great  an  extent  as  they 
had  in  Victoria  before  the  present  system  of 
management  there  was  established.  The  late 
Minister  fur  Public  Works  has  told  us  how  bad 
tile  Victorian  system  had  grown  and  what  an 
engine  of  corruption  and  mismanagement  it 
was.  I  am  glad  to  say  that,  so  far,  here  that 
has  not  been  the  case.  Bnt  I  think  preven- 
tion is  better  than  cure ;  and  this  Bill  holds 
oat  a  hope  of  affording  the  required  prevention : 
otherwise  I  fear  that  in  course  of  time  our 
railways  would  come  to  bo  manned  from  end 
to  end  by  those  who  arc  little  better  than 
political  agitators ;  for,  if  you  give  employment 
in  any  grade  on  the  railways,  be  it  high  or  low, 
through  political  influence,  of  course  the  men 
will  be  engaged  not  on  their  merits  in  rail- 
way-work, but  on  their  merits  as  political 
agitatora  and  street-comor  politicians.  In  my 
district  the  question  of  railway-management 
was  really  the  burning  question  of  the  late 
election ;  and  I  dare  say  this  will  be  readily 
understood  when  I  say  that  my  district  is 
about  a  hundred  miles  from  a  port,  so  the 
question  of  freight  is  continually  coming  up 
and  agitating  the  public  mind  very  much : 
indeed,  the  state  of  feeling  there  in  regard  to 
railway-management  is  not  sufficiently  de- 
scribed as  one  of  dissatisfaction  —  it  almost 
amounts  to  one  of  exasperation.  I  cannot 
illustrate  that  mere  forcibly  than  by  saying 
that  the  House  and  the  country  very  nearly 
lost  my  valuable  services  through  this  very 
question,  as  I  was  considered  to  bo  noc  quite 
energetic  and  radical  enough  upon  it.  The 
Minister  for  Public  Works  has  already  alluded 
to  Mr.  Vaile's  system ;  and,  whatever  may  be 
the  merits  of  that  system,  in  my  district  the 
belief  in  it  almost  amounts  to  a  religion,  and 
very  memy  clear  and  hard-headed  men  believe 
in  it;  and,  although,  I  regret  to  say,  I  have 
never  been  able  to  see  my  way  to  support  it  in 
its  entirety,  still  there  are  certain  lines  in  Mr. 
Vaile's  policy  of  which  1  approve,  smd  that  are 
capable  of  being  productive  of  good  results.  It 
must,  however,  be  manifest  to  all  that  a  cht^ge 
is  required,  and  also  tha:t  it  is  absolutely  ne- 
cessary that  some  policy  as  to  working  our 
railways  should  be  indicated  by  the  House  to 
guide  the  Commissioners  ;  and,  speaking  gene- 
rally, I  believe  that  the  encouragement  of  pro- 
duction and  settlement  should  be  the  object 
Jfr.  W}iyU 


aimed  at  in  working  our  railways,  raCher  than 
the  raising  of  revenue  only.     Of  course  the  get- 
ting of  revenue  must  also  be  considered ;  and, 
in  the  present  state  of  fbe  country's  finances, 
it  perhaps  may  be  admitted  that  we  could  not 
afford  to  receive  a  less  total  than  at  present 
from  the  railways.     Still,  I  think  production 
and  settlement  should  also  be  duly  regarded: 
otherwise  country  districts  at  a  long  distanoe 
from  ports  will  become  depopulated  instead  of 
peopled.    I  also  think  some  difference  should  be 
made  in  the  direction  of  favouring  the  longer 
distances  by  a  graduated  scale  of  charges,  or  in 
some  other  way.    This  in,  however,  not  the 
time  to  go  into  the  details  of  any  policy.     All 
I  wish  to  point  out  at  present  in  that  respect  is 
that  a  policy  should  certainly  be  laid  down  by 
Parliament  in  the  Bill  for  the  guidance  of 
the  Commissioners,  and,  as  far  as  possible,  it 
should  go  in  the  direction  of  encouraging  pro- 
duction and  settlement.     I   know   I  shall   be 
told  by  honourable   members   who   represent 
districts    that    have    no    railways    that    that 
would  be  unfair  to  them.     And  no  doubt  to 
some  extent  it  would  be  unfair  to  them;  but 
I  dare  say  the  House  will  be  surprised  to  hear 
that  the  proportion  of  the  population  in  the 
colony  that  is  not  served  by  railways  is  only 
about  11  per  cent.,  and  that  that  percentage 
is  decreasing  every  day.    Only  about  11  per 
cent,  of  the  total  population  do  not  directly 
reap  some  benefit  from  oar  railways;  and  in 
many  cases  these  people  have  had  assistance 
in  the  way  of  harbour  and  other  works  in  their 
districts,  and  therefore  the  position  is  not  so 
unequal  as  it  at  first  appears.    It  must  bo  re- 
membered also  that  oven  they  will  reap  some 
benefit  from  an  improvement  in  the  manage- 
ment of  our  railways,  because,  if  settlement 
and   production   are    encouraged,    that   must 
mean  increasing  the  number  of  our  popula- 
tion, and  decreasing  thereby  the  burdens  that 
are  now  pressing  upon   the   general    mass   of 
the  people.    In  speaking  of  the  past  manage- 
ment of  tho  railways,  I  must  say,  in  fairness 
to  those  who  have  been  responsible  for  it,  that 
they  have  boon  very  much  handicapped   by 
there  having  been  no  definite  policy  at  all  laid 
down  for  their  guidance.    They  have  been  told 
to  make  the  railways  pay.    But,  on  the  other 
hand,  they  have  been  subjected  to  very  unequal 
political   pressure  to  reduce  rates.    In   some 
dJRtricts  political  pressure  has  been  strong  in 
one  direction,  and  in  other  districts  there  has 
been  pressure  in  another  direction  not  equally 
strong,  and  therefore  it  has  prevailed  in  some 
places  and  not  in   others.     But  even  when 
political  pressure  has  prevailed  in  getting  what 
might  bo  a  perfectly  proper  reduction  in  one 
district,  as  soon  as  it  has  been  made  there  has 
been  an  accusation  of  unfairness.    As  the  lata 
or  ex-Minifiter  for  Public  Works  said,  the  same 
reduction  has  then  been  insisted  on  all  over 
tho  colony,  and  consequently  a  great  loss  to 
the  revenue  has  ensued.    Speaking  generally 
as  to  the  policy  on  which  the  railways  should 
be  worked,  I  will  just  say  that  I  think  those 
who  use  tho   lines  for  the  longer  distances 
should  be  favoured  as  much  as  possible — that 
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ia  to  uy,  people  tzaTelling  or  sending  goods 
one  handred  miles  or  so  shonid  be  allowed  to 
pay  a  less  rate  per  mile  than  those  \rho  only 
nae  the  railways  for  a  distance,  say,  of  ten  miles. 
That  is  the  principle  which  regnlates  whole- 
sale and  retail  trade,  and  I  believe  it  is  per- 
fectly soond  on  commercial  principles.  I  also 
think  that  the  fores  should  not  be  so  high  as  to 
be  an  absolute  bax  to  people  travelling,  and 
that  no  one  should  be  prevented  from  going 
about  the  country,  to  look  for  work  or  other- 
wise, by  high  railway-fares  ;  but,  to  meet  that 
difficulty,  I  would  only  lower  the  fares  for  the 
second  class,  while  those  who  wished  to  be 
select,  or  who  wanted  comfort  and  plenty  of 
room  to  sprawl  over  the  cushions  and  take 
their  ease,  should  be  mode  to  pay  for  it.  In 
my  journeys  throughout  my  district  and  other 
districts  in  the  colony  I  have  found  that  a  very 
great  part  of  the  existing  dissatisfaction — nine- 
tenths  of  it,  I  believe — is  caused  by  the  high 
charges  u}>on  small  consignments,  and  by  the 
extreme  uncertainty  as  to  what  the  charges 
will  be.  No  one  seems  to  know  with  certainty 
what  he  will  have  to  pay ;  consignors  have  found 
by  experience  that  they  have  been  ofaaiged  lOs. 
one  day  and  ISs.  the  next  for  the  same  article. 
Of  course  the  departmental  officers  toll  us  that 
should  not  be,  and  that  it  is  owing  to  the  mis- 
takes or  carelessness  of  officers,  and  that  these 
things  should  be  complained  of,  and  they 
would  bo  put  right.  That  is  all  very  well,  no 
doubt;  but,  though  possibly  complaints  might 
be  made  and  grievances  redressed  after  a  lot 
of  trouble  had  been  taken,  yet  many  people 
do  not  care  about  being  compelled  to  take  that 
course.  There  are  many  people  who  have  a 
strong  objection  to  complaining,  or  even  to 
writing  a  letter,  and  many  of  such  people, 
to  my  own  knowledge,  have  become  so  irritated 
■ad  angry  at  the  mismanagement  and  over- 
ebaxgea  by  which  they  have  suffered  that  they 
have  ceased  to  use  the  railways  at  all  except 
when  they  cannot  possibly  help  it.  With  regard 
to  Mr.  Vaile's  scheme,  of  which  we  have  heard 
•o  much,  one  of  the  principal  reasons  why, 
though  sympathizing  with  the  object  in  view, 
I  could  not  entirely  approve  of  it  was  that  it 
seemed  to  me  to  begin  at  the  wrong  end,  by 
dealing  with  passengers'  fares  instead  of  with 
freights.  It  seems  to  me  that  the  question  of 
freights  is  of  much  more  importance  than  the 
question  of  the  fares  of  passesgers.  It  is  true 
&at  Mr.  Vaile  says  that  he  ciui  apply  his  sys- 
tem to  freights  equally  well,  and  perhaps  he 
can ;  but  he  has  not  done  so  yet  at  any  rate : 
therefore  at  present  we  can  only  consider  his 
system  as  applied  to  passenger-fares.  Moreover, 
it  appears  that  the  prospect  of  lowering  freights 
is  contingent  with  him  upon  the  financial 
soecesB  of  his  scheme  as  applied  to  passenger- 
fares.  Ho  expects  to  make  £200,000  a  year 
more  than  at  present  by  means  of  his  syBtem 
of  passenger -fares,  and  with  that  money  he 
would  be  able  to  reduce  freights  by  one-third. 
The  earnings  in  respect  to  freights  amount 
at  present,  I  believe,  to  about  £600,000  a  year  ; 
and  by  means  of  this  £200,000  he  expects 
to  bo  able  to    reduce   freights   generally  by 


one-third.  However,  as  I  was  not  convinced 
that  this  scheme  would  prove  a  financial  suc- 
cess, I,  as  one  of  the  Committee  appointed 
to  consider  the  matter,  would  only  agree  to 
give  it  a  trial  in  some  part  of  the  colony 
on  the  condition  that  the  district  in  which  it 
was  tried  should  be  responsible  for  any  defi- 
ciency to  the  revenue  that  might  accrue.  I 
was  afraid  that  if  his  system  were  tried  gene- 
rally, without  any  such  restrictions  as  that,  it 
would  result  in  a  large  deficiency,  which  would, 
of  course,  have  to  be  made  up  by  extra  taxa- 
tion. I  desire  to  say,  however,  that  this  is 
only  my  individual  opinion,  and  that,  on  the 
other  hand,  there  are  many  practical  men  in 
my  district  and  elsewhere  who  cordially  ap- 
prove of  Mr.  Vaile's  proposals.  I  desire  also  to 
say  that  suoh  a  hold  has  this  system  taken 
upon  the  public  mind  in  the  Province  of  Auck- 
land that  nothing  but  a  fair  trial  of  its  merits 
will  set  the  question  at  rest.  Of  this  there  has 
been  ample  evidence ;  and  the  agitation  in  its 
favour  will,  I  think,  never  cease  until  a  trial  is 
accorded  to  it ;  and  I  trust  the  Board  will  see 
their  way  to  grant  one.  Meanwhile  I  should 
like  to  see  freights  reduced,  more  particularly 
with  reference  to  articles  for  export.  I  think 
that  such  articles  should  be  carried  at  cost 
price.  The  question  of  differential  rating  ajid 
special  rating  has  been  referred  to  by  previous 
speakers.  Now,  any  one  who  has  considered 
the  subject  must  admit  that  differential  rating 
is  an  absolute  necessity  if  we  are  to  get  any 
revenue  from  our  railways.  If  we  do  not  take 
into  consideration  such  things  as  cheapness  of 
working  in  seme  localities  as  compared  with 
others,  and  the  competition  there  is  with  the 
railways  in  certain  places,  we  shall  find  the 
trains,  especially  near  the  large  towns,  running 
empty.  Now,  I  wish  to  say  a  word  as  to  the 
Victorian  Bailway  Board,  about  which  we  have 
heard  so  much.  As  I  have  said,  I  intend  to 
vote  for  the  second  reading  of  this  Bill ;  but  I 
do  not  expect  anything  like  the  benefits  to 
ensue  from  it  which  we  are  told  have  ensued 
in  Victoria.  I  emphasize  "wo  are  told,"  be- 
cause I  have  my  doubts,  and  I  have  heard  very 
varying  accounts  of  the  working  of  the  Board 
in  Victoria.  At  any  rate,  supposing  it  to  be  a 
success  there  to  a  large  extent,  it  does  not 
follow  that  it  would  be  equally  so  here.  The 
circumstances  are  entirely  different.  There 
the  railways  form  one  system,  radiating  from 
one  centre,  and,  generally  speaking,  all  run- 
ning inland;  whereas  here  we  have  about  a 
dozen  different  systems.  We  have  the  Wha- 
ngarei-Bay  of  Islands  system,  the  Auckland 
system,  the  Napier,  and  the  Wellington  and 
Poxton  systems,  in  the  North  Island.  In  the 
South  Island  also  we  have  pieces  of  scattered 
railways  on  the  West  C!oast,  and  the  Picton, 
Nelson,  and  Hurunui-Bluff  systems,  each  of 
these  particnlar  systems  requiring  separate 
staffs  and  surplus  plant;  and,  moreover,  they 
have,  in  many  oases,  to  compete  with  water- 
carriage  either  by  sea  or  by  river.  Therefore 
wo  cannot  possibly  hope  to  have  the  same 
results  from  the  sidoption  ef  this  scheme  as 
have  been  secured  in  Victoria.    Another  thing 
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seems  to  be  lost  sight  of  also,  and  it  is  this: 
that  the  rates  in  Victoria — I  have  had  oocct- 
sion  to  look  into  this  rather  closely  lately — 
are,  on  the  average,  higher  than  they  are  in 
New  Zealand.  Kow,  I  hope  and  most  sin- 
cerely trust  that  the  rates  here  are  not  going 
to  be  raised,  because,  if  so,  the  people  of  the 
country  districts,  situated  at  the  longer  dis- 
tances from  a  port,  will  not  be  able  to  live  at 
all.  We  hear  a  good  deal  about  Protection, 
but  if  any  class  in  the  country  requires  protec- 
tion just  now  it  is  the  small  struggling  settlers, 
and  I  venture  to  say  that  protection  to  them 
would  benefit  the  colony  more  generally  than 
any  protective  duties  upon  imports.  We  have 
been  told  that  local  conditions  should  not  be 
considered.  I  say  it  is  absolutely  necessary 
to  pay  attention  to  local  conditions.  I  freely 
admit  it  would  be  very  difficult  for  any  Govern- 
ment to  introduce  special  rates,  because  they 
would  be  at  once  accused  of  favouritism,  and 
there  would  be  great  dissatisfaction.  We  have 
seen  it  attempted  to  a  small  extent  already, 
and  it  is  always  said  that  it  is  done  to  suit  this 
or  that  person,  and  that  it  is  done  to  benefit 
Auckland  or  Canterbury,  or  whatever  place  the 
Minister  for  Public  Works  happens  to  come 
from.  This,  I  think,  would  not  occur  with  a 
non-political  Board.  I  am  glad  to  see  that  the 
present  double  system  of  constructing  railways 
and  managing  them  by  separate  departments 
is  to  be  abolished,  and  that  both  are  to  be  put 
in  the  hands  of  one  body.  I  think  every  one 
who  has  paid  any  attention  to  the  working  of 
these  departments  must  know  well  that  the 
dual  system  bos  not  worked  well — that  one 
party  is  always  undoing  what  the  other  has 
done.  I  am  glad  to  see  that  this  is  abolished  by 
the  Bill.  I  think  it  is  a  very  necessary  change. 
And  also,  as  to  the  matter  of  construction  of 
future  railways,  I  am  sure  that  if  the  proposal 
contained  in  this  Bill  had  been  in  force  in  the 
past  we  should  have  saved  a  great  deal  of 
money.  Certainly  some  of  what  are  known  as 
political  railways  would  not  have  been  built. 
I  notice  also  a  proposal  in  the  Bill  to  maintain 
a  system  of  account-keeping  as  between  the 
Railway  and  the  Postal  and  Telegraph  Depart- 
ment. I  wish  to  throw  out  the  suggestion 
that  I  think  it  is  unnecessary,  and  that  the 
railways  should,  as  a  matter  of  course,  carry 
the  mails  for  the  Postal  Department  and  do 
the  telegraphing  without  any  account-keeping. 
It  would  not  a&ect  the  general  revenue,  though 
it  might  result  in  the  department  being  cre- 
dited with  moneys  which  did  not  properly 
belong  to  it.  But  we  have  got  rid  of  that  sort 
of  thing  in  connection  with  the  stamp  duties  ; 
and,  although  we  do  not  know  exactly  where 
the  revenue  comes  from,  I  do  not  know  that 
that  matters  very  much.  I  also  wish  to  say 
that  I  agree  with  the  system  of  insurance,  and 
think  that  a  man  should  be  forced  to  make 
some  little  provision  to  meet  the  requirements 
of  his  family  in  the  event  of  his  being  injured, 
killed,  or  discharged.  There  is  another  ques- 
tion that  I  should  like  to  say  a  word  upon, 
and  that  is  as  to  damages.  I  think  that  when 
this  question  is  being  dealt  with  there  should 
ilr.  WliyU 


be  a  little  reciprocity — that,  if  individuals  aro 
to  be  liable  for  damaging  the  railways,  the 
colony  should  be  responsible  to  individuals 
who  are  injured  by  the  railways.  I  am  certain 
that  some  of  our  farmers  will  be  ruined  sooner 
or  later  by  fires  created  by  the  railways,  and 
I  think  that  the  Government  should  be  mads 
clearly  liable  for  this  sort  of  thing.  There 
seems  to  be  no  clear  law  on  the  subject  just 
now.  Sometimes  persons  suffering  loss  by 
these  fires  gain  actions,  sometimes  they  lose 
them ;  but  I  understand  that  the  Government 
always  plead  non- liability.  I  think  that,  as 
damages  have  to  be  paid  to  the  Government 
in  certain  cases,  the  Government  should  also 
be  liable  in  similar  cases.  I  regret  that,  owing 
to  the  hour  for  adjournment  being  so  near,  I 
have  had  to  curtail  my  remarks  upon  this 
subject,  which  is  of  such  vital  importance  to 
the  country  districts.  I  shall  therefore  simply 
conclude  by  saying  that  I  shall  support  this 
Bill  at  present;  but  I  do  not  bind  myself  to 
vote  for  it  when  it  comes  out  of  Committee, 
because  I  think  it  is  capable  of  a  great  deal 
of  improvement,  and  it  will  be  time  enough 
for  me  to  decide  what  I  shall  finally  do  when  it 
comes  out  of  Committee.  My  main  reason  for 
voting  for  it  now  is  that  it  holds  out  a  hope 
of  at  least  lessening  one  of  the  evils  of  our 
representative  system  of  government.  Honour- 
able members  need  only  refer  to  the  Order 
Paper  of  this  and  last  session  to  see  how  the 
present  evil  is  growing  and  is  likely  to  go  on 
growing,  until  our  railway  system  will  become 
little  better  than  a  field  for  political  intrigue 
and  patronage.  For  that  reason  I  support  the 
second  reading  of  the  Bill,  and  beg  to  congra- 
tulate the  Minister  for  Public  Works  on  his 
efforts  to  improve  the  existing  state  of  things 
and  to  provide  against  worse  in  the  future. 

Mr.  SAMUEL. — If  the  second  reading  of  this 
Bill  goes  to  a  division  I  shall  vote  against  it ; 
and  I  will  try  to  shortly  explain  why.  When 
I  entered  politics  three  years  ago  I  was  of 
opinion  that  it  was  necessary  to  have  the  rail- 
ways managed  by  a  non-political  Board ;  but  my 
opinion  has  changed.  The  principal  reason  for 
that  change  is  this :  that  we  have  seen  the  ex- 
periment of  the  Insurance  Board.  That  Board 
was  appointed  for  the  purpose  of  getting  rid  of 
the  perpetual  attempts  made  to  serve  the  inter- 
ests of  individuals  at  the  expense  of  that  insti- 
tution, but  it  was  an  utter  failure.  And  that 
Board  had  a  greater  chance  of  being  a  success 
than  this.  That  was  an  elective  Board,  the- 
members  of  which  could  be  rejected  at  the  will 
of  those  who  were  chiefly  interested.  It  is  not 
so  in  this  case.  This  Board  will  be  a  power  in 
the  land ;  and  I  venture  to  predict  that,  at  no 
great  distance  of  time,  from  one  end  of  the 
colony  to  the  other  we  shall  hear  complaints 
about  the  management  of  this  Board,  and 
that  we  shall  be  doing  our  best  to  do  away 
with  it.  I  sympathize  with  the  Minister  for 
Public  Works  in  his  desire,  and  with  the 
ex -Minister  for  Public  Works  in  his  desire, 
to  give  the  management  of  the  railways  into 
the  hands  of  a  non-political  Board;  for  there 
is  no  doubt  that  the  management  of  the  rail- 
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ways  is  the  ohief  cause  of  the  unpopularity 
of  suooessiTs  Ministries,  and  it  also  oausea 
greater  trouble  to  members  of  this  House  than 
any  other  subject.  It  is  quite  natural  that 
Ministers  and  honourable  members  should  like 
to  get  rid  of  this  question ;  but  I  venture  to  say 
that  the  change  will  not  satisfy  the  country. 
The  railways  are  necessary  more  for  the  purpose 
vi  encouraging  settlement  and  promoting  pro- 
duction than  for  supplying  revenue ;  and  I 
venture  to  say  that  no  non  -  political  Boeurd 
that  could  be  appointed  under  this  Bill  would 
sufficiently  recognise  that  fact,  and  I  think 
that  the  appointment  of  a  Board  which  will 
make  everything  subservient  to  getting  reve- 
nue will  mean  the  sacrificing  of  the  best 
interests  of  the  colony,  because  the  Board's 
only  aim  will  be  to  show  as  good  a  return  as 
possible.  For  that  reason,  if  this  Bill  goes  to 
a  division  I  shall  vote  against  it.  I  am  con- 
vinced that  if  it  does  pass  there  will  imme- 
diately be  a  revulsion  of  feeling  against  the 
system,  and  the  most  strenuous  efforts  to  undo 
the  mischief  the  House  is  now  so  anxiovis  to 
perpetrate. 

Mr.  PEACOCK.  — Sir,  there  is  no  doubt 
whatever  that  the  Bill  which  is  now  before  us 
asks  us  to  take  a  most  serious  step  with  regard  to 
our  railways.  While  it  cannot  be  denied  that 
there  is  a  very  large  amount  of  dissatisfaction 
throughout  the  country  regarding  our  railway 
charges  and  management,  still  it  is  question- 
able whether  we  should  look  at  the  matter  in 
the  light  the  Minister  for  Public  Works  has  put 
it,  that  some  change  is  wanted,  without  looking 
vary  cautiously  and  carefully  into  the  scheme 
proposed  to  be  substituted  for  the  present 
state  of  things.  The  position,  I  believe,  that 
most  honourable  members  are  in  with  regard  to 
this  question  is  that,  while  many  of  them  were 
nnfavourable  towards  the  management  of  our 
Eoilways  by  a .  non-political  Board,  they  have 
recently  come  to  look  favourably  at  that  pro- 
posal from  the  experience  which  has  been  had 
in  Victoria  with  regard  to  a  similar  Board. 
At  the  same  time,  I  think  it  must  bo  apparent 
to  most  honourable  members  that  the  infor- 
mation which  we  possess  upon  that  subject  is 
of  a  very  meagre  kind.  It  is  true  we  know 
that,  whereas  before  the  Commissioners  took 
charge  of  those  railways  there  was  a  large 
deficiency  in  the  revenue  to  meet  expenses 
and  interest,  now  there  is  a  considerable  sur- 
plna.  But  I  cannot  help  thinking  it  would 
have  been  well  had  the  Minister  for  Public 
Works,  in  introducing  this  Bill,  taken  the  trouble 
to  get  the  particulars  with  regard  to  the  work- 
ing of  this  system  in  Victoria,  so  that  honour- 
able members  might  be  able  to  come  to  a 
better  judgment  on  the  matter.  It  is  evident 
that  a  great  deal  would  depend  upon  these 
particulars.  If  we  had  some  tables  put  before 
ns,  giving  in  a  condensed  form  the  particulars 
containeid  in  the  Victorian  railway  report,  we 
should  be  able  at  all  events  to  see  whether  the 
improvement  which  has  taken  place  in  the 
Victorian  railway-management  is  of  such  a 
character  that  we  might  fairly  hope  that 
similar  results  would  obtain  in  Mew  Zealand. 


Of  course  we  are  all  awtoe  of  the  very  great 
difference  that  exists  between  the  geographi- 
cal features  of  the  two  colonies  ;  and  I  thiiUc  it 
would  have  been  well  if  we  had  all  the  informa- 
tion it  was  possible  to  get  before  being  asked  to 
come  to  a  decision  upon  this  point,  for  we  must 
take  care  that  we  do  not,  to  use  a  homely 
phrase,  "  jump  oat  of  the  frying-pan  into  the 
fire."  It  is  the  more  necessary,  if  the  new 
system  is  to  be  made  binding  for  a  series  of 
years,  that  we  should  be  thoroughly  persuaded 
m  our  minds  that  it  is  a  judieioua  and  pru- 
dent thing  for  us  to  do.  It  might  be  said  in 
favour  of  the  Victorian  system  that  since  the 
Commissioners  took  charge  of  those  railways, 
the  returns  of  revenue  and  the  improvement 
in  the  finance  have  been  of  a  gradual  and  in- 
creasing character.  I  believe  that  in  1884-85 
the  amount  of  revenue  earned  was  equal  to 
4-18  per  cent,  on  the  whole  cost  of  the  rail- 
ways, the  mcreose  of  the  revenue  for  the  same 
year  being  £280,117  ;  and  in  1885-86  there  was 
a  further  increase  of  £147,000,  less  increase  in 
the  expenditure  of  £38,000,  leaving  the  net  in- 
crease at  £114,000;  making  in  all,  compared 
with  the  year  1883,  an  increase  of  £647,817. 
It  is  also  stated'  in  the  report  for  1884-85 
that  there  was  a  deficiency  to  meet  the 
working  expenses  and  interest  of  £39,000, 
and  that  in  1885-86  there  was  a  sorplas 
over  all  working  expenses  and  interest  of 
£61,483 ;  and  in  the  same  year  a  reduction  in 
the  rates  took  place  to  the  extent  of  £100,000. 
Mow,  I  admit  that  the  fact  that  the  returns 
of  revenue  and  the  general  results  in  the 
railway-management  of  Victoria  have  been  of 
a  gradually  improving  character  says  much 
in  favour  of  uie  adoption  of  that  system. 
I  believe  that  the  evil  which  has  existed  in 
our  own  system  has  been  this :  that  the 
rules  which  may  be  applicable  to  one  portion 
of  the  colony  are  not  equally  applicable  to 
another,  and  that  the  rules  have  been  of  such 
a  rigid  character,  with  such  a  want  of  elasticity 
in  them,  as  to  be  not  suitable  to  meet  the  re- 
quirements of  particular  districts.  It  would 
be  evident,  I  think,  that  if  the  Commissioners 
spoken  of  in  this  Bill  are  to  be  appointed,  and 
there  is  to  be  only  one  Board,  it  will  be  abso- 
lutely necessary  that  the  Commissioners  shall 
reside  for  a  certain  time  in  each  Island  in 
order  to  become  thoroughly  acquainted  with  the 
particular  requirements  of  the  various  districts. 
Unless  such  a  course  is  adopted  on  the  part  of 
each  Commissioner,  I  am  afraid  we  cannot 
hope  for  that  improvement  which  we  have  seen 
to  mark  the  Victorian  system.  The  intention 
which  the  Minister  expressed,  of  increasing  the 
term  for  which  these  Commissioners  are  to  be 
engaged  from  five  years,  as  stated  in  the  Bill, 
to  seven  years,  does  not  meet  with  my  approval. 
I  think,  if  we  make  such  a  very  serious  change 
as  this,  it  is  not  wise  to  bind  ourselves  to  a  long 
period,  and  that  it  will  be  necessary  that  the 
colony  should  have  some  means,  if  the  change 
were  found  unsuitable,  of  reverting  to  the  pre- 
sent system,  or  to  some  other  which  might  be 
thought  to  be  more  serviceable.  I  mentioned, 
when  I  spoke  generally  on  this  subject  in  the 
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flbanoial  debate,  that  it  vponid  be  absolately 
necessaiy  for  this  House  to  decide  as  to  what 
rules  should  guide  these  Commissioners  — 
whether  they  should  bo  supposed  to  aim  at 
earning  interest  on  the  money  invested  in  the 
construction  of  the  railways,  or  whether  we 
should  give  chief  prommence  to  the  settlement 
of  the  country  and  look  to  the  indirect  gain 
flowing  to  the  colony  from  that  source.  My  own 
opinion  is  that  we  ought  distinctly  to  look  for 
our  railways  being  made  to  pay  a  reason- 
able amount  of  interest  on  the  money  that 
they  have  cost.  I  do  not  say  that  I  would  so 
to  the  extent  of  asking  that  they  should 
be  made  to  pay  the  full  charge  of  4  per  cent, 
which  we  have  had  to  pay  for  the  money ;  but 
I  say  that  we  might  possibly  aim  at  their 
being  made  to  pay  8  per  cent.,  leaving  the 
margin  of  1  per  cent.,  which  might  fairly  be 
looked  upon  as  covering  the  indirect  advan- 
tages to  which  I  have  referred.  We  are  at 
a  disadvantage  as  compared  with  Victoria,  as 
our  population  is  scattered,  and  we  have  a 
great  amount  of  water-communication  ;  and 
there  are  other  circumstances  which,  by  bring- 
ing competition  to  bear  on  our  railway  system, 
wHl  make  difficulties  in  the  way  of  any  Com- 
missioners making  our  railways  pay,  possibly 
at  any  early  date,  because  I  believe  it  will  be 
necessary  for  any  men  acting  with  business 
prudence  to  make  sure  that  the  railways  carry 
a  fair  amount  of  traffic,  even  although,  to  secure 
that,  the  rates  have  to  bo  made  so  low  in  the 
first  instance  as  not  to  enable  them  to  reach 
the  amount  of  interest  on  the  cost  of  construc- 
tion, which  they  should  aim  at  in  the  future. 
There  is  one  point  in  the  Bill  about  which  I 
have  considerable  doubts,  and  that  is,  whether 
it  is  a  wise  thing  to  bring  in  the  question  of 
the  construction  of  new  railways  being  placed 
under  the  Board  of  Management.  It  is  quite 
tme  that  those  gentlemen  who  will  be  found 
most  useful  in  giving  effect  to  this  scheme 
might  be  engineers,  men  trained  in  the  actual 
mGLking  of  railways,  or  in  mechanical  engineer- 
ing, or.^otherwise,  and  that  it  might  be  pos- 
sible tliey  would  have  that  knowledge  which 
would  enable  them  to  give  effective  assistance 
in  the  way  of  constructing  railways.  Atthesame 
time  I  think  it  must  be  borne  in  mind  that  it 
does  not  necessarily  follow  that  this  engineer- 
ing experience  would  be  the  best  to  carry  nut 
this  from  a  business  point  of  view.  I  Uiink, 
myself,  that  it  might  very  fairly  be  confined, 
in  the  first  instance  at  all  events,  to  the  actual 
management  of  the  railways,  leaving  the  ques- 
tion of  the  construction  of  new  lines  to  be 
dealt  with  by  those  who  have  specially 
devoted  themselves  to  that  subject.  With  re- 
gard to  the  remark  which  has  been  made  by 
the  honourable  member  for  the  Waikato  that 
this  system,  if  it  were  introduced,  might  do 
away  with  what  are  called  "political  rail- 
ways," I  do  not  see  that  that  has  any  force, 
inasmuch  as  the  House  would  still  have  to  deal 
with  the  question  of  what  new  railways  should 
be  constructed,  and  this  Board  would  merely 
deal  with  the  carrying  of  them  out;  so  that  the 
question  of  political  railways,  or  of  railways 
lir.Ptaeoek 


being  made  which  axe  not  necessary  imder  the 
circumstances  in  which  the  colony  is  placed, 
would  not  be  affected  by  the  appointment  of 
such  a  Board  as  this.  The  honourable  mem- 
ber for  New  Plymouth  made  the  remark  that 
he  had  been  in  favour  of  giving  the  manage- 
ment of  our  railways  to  a  non-political  Board, 
but  that  he  had  changed  his  mind,  and  he 
gave  OS  a  reason  for  his  change  of  opinion  that 
the  Insurance  Board  had  been  a  failure,  and  he 
argued  from  that  that  the  same  result  might 
come  from  the  Board  \te  have  now  under  con- 
sideration. But  I  will  point  out  to  the  House 
that  the  two  things  are  not  on  parallel  lines  at 
all.  In  this  case  it  is  proposed  that  we  should 
put  in  charge  of  our  railways  men  who  have 
special  aptitude  for  the  particular  work  to  be 
undertaken,  and  that  they  should  devote  the 
whole  of  their  time  to  these  duties,  whereas  in 
the  Insurance  Board  we  had  a  number  of  men 
who  were  supposed  to  give  a  portion  of  their 
time  to  that  purpose.  Therefore  the  cases 
are  not  parallel,  as  they  would  be  if,  in  the 
case  of  the  Insurance  Board,  the  men  had  been 
actively  engaged  during  the  whole  of  their 
time,  and  hod  been  men  of  practical  experience 
in  carrying  out  such  a  system  as  an  insurance 
scheme.  I  will  only  repeat  that  it  would 
have  been  well  if  the  Minister,  in  bringing 
down  the  Bill,  had  given  us— and  I  hope  he 
will  do  so  yet — in  a  condensed  form,  the  ■pax- 
tioulars  supplied  by  the  Victorian  railway 
reports,  so  that  honourable  members  may  be 
able  to  judge  as  to  the  particular  changes 
that  were  raeAe  during  these  years  by  the  Com- 
missioners in  charge  of  those  railways,  and  be 
able  to  judge  how  far  a  similar  course  of  treat- 
ment would  be  applicable  to  this  colony,  or 
likely  to  produce  the  result  which  we  antici- 
pate. I  shall  support  the  second  reading  of 
this  Bill,  but  I  shall  reserve  to  myself  the 
right  to  make  further  inquiry  with  regard  to 
the  details  of  the  measure.  Possibly  in  Com- 
mittee it  may  be  modified  to  a  considerable 
extent,  and  I  shall  await  that  process  before 
coming  to  a  final  decision  as  to  the  action  I 
shall  take. 

Mr.  PISH.— I  think.  Sir,  the  Minister  for 
Public  Works  may  fairly  be  congratulated 
upon  the  clear  manner  in  which  he  has  placed 
this  very  important  subject  before  the  House. 
At  the  same  time,  I  do  not  think  that  the  argu- 
ments he  or  other  speakers  have  used  in  favonr 
of  the  Bill  are  sufficiently  conclusive  to  justify 
the  House  in  taking  a  departure  of  such  a  very 
serious  character  as  this  is.  The  principal  rea- 
son that  appears  to  be  urged  in  favour  of  the 
reform  now  sought  to  be  effected  is  that  it  will 
relieve  the  Government  of  what  is  called  politi- 
cal pressure.  Now,  I  am  free  to  confess  that 
it  is  quite  possible,  and  no  doubt  true,  that 
a  considerable  deal  of  political  pressure  has 
from  time  to  time  been  brought  to  bear  on  the 
Oovemment  of  the  day  in  connection  with  out 
railway  system;  but  I  am  not  prepared  to 
admit  that  that  pressure  has  assumed  such  a 
phase  as  to  justify  us  in  taking  this  very  ex- 
treme step.  It  is  said  that  the  people  of  the 
colony  are  claimouring  for  a  change.    To  acet- 
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tain,  extent,  no  doubt,  people  may  be  dissatis- 
fied, bat  I  take  leave  to  express  my  very  strong 
opinion  that,  even  when  the  railways  are 
plaood  under  this  Board,  there  will  still  be 
a  great  deal  of  dissatisfaction ;  and  people 
will,  in  all  probability,  clamour  for  a  change 
in  Uie  management  of  the  Government  rail- 
ways as  much  hereafter,  if  not  more  than  now. 
It  is  a  moot  point,  and  one  fairly  open  to 
debate,  as  to  whether  the  Government  should 
retain  the  control  of  the  railways  in  their  own 
hands  or  not.  I  admit  there  may  be  argu- 
ments used  on  both  sides  of  the  question.  I 
am  strongly  of  opinion,  however,  that  it  is 
light  for  the  Government  of  a  country  to  have 
the  control  of  its  railways ;  and,  if  we  once 
concede  that  principle,  I  think  we  should 
hesitate  very  seriously  before  giving  up  the 
control  of  Parliament.  I  think  that  Parlia- 
ment should  be  extremely  jealous  as  to  giving 
up  the  right  they  have  of  criticizing  freely 
the  management  of  these  railways  from  the 
meeting  of  one  session  to  the  other.  I  am 
very  much  inclined  to  think,  with  regard  to 
political  pressure,  that  these  three  Commis- 
sioners, if  they  were  appointed,  would  be  all 
subjected  to  pressure,  perhaps  almost  as  strong 
as  that  to  wluch  the  Government  of  the  day  is. 
And  when  we  talk  of  political  pressure  being 
brought  to  bear  on  the  Government,  and  that 
it  is  used  to  tbe  disadvantage  of  the  railways, 
what  a  humiliating  thing  we  have  to  admit ! 
We  have  to  admit  that  the  Ministry  of  the  day 
is  unable,  or  not  strong-minded  enough,  to  resist 
pressure  of  an  improper  character.  That  is 
no  argument  for  a  change  t>f  system.  It  is 
only  an  argument  in  favour  of  getting  a  better 
and  stronger-minded  man  to  be  the  Minis- 
ter of  this  particular  department.  If  the  Go- 
vemment  of  the  day  were  to  have  an  efficient 
manager  of  railways  under  a  political  head, 
I  see  no  difficulty  in  the  Government,  and 
that  gentleman,  carrying  on  the  railways  in 
as  satisfactory  a  maimer  as  they  would  under 
a  Board.  I  beg  leave  to  express  an  opinion 
that  the  groat  cause  of  the  &ult-finding  with 
regard  to  the  manner  in  which  our  railways 
have  been  managed  in  the  past  does  not  so 
mach  arise  from  any  inherent  defect  in  the 
system,  but  is  to  be  attributed  more  to  the 
fact  that  the  working  head  of  the  department 
was  not  a  competent  man.  I  have  heard  the 
Minister  for  Public  Works  this  afternoon,  and 
subsequently,  at  a  later  stage,  the  late  Minister 
for  Public  Works,  pay  great  compliments  to  the 
General  Manager,  Mr.  Maxwell.  I  do  not  like 
to  apeak  of  a  gentleman  in  his  absence,  or  of  a 
person  who  cannot  defend  himself ;  but,  still, 
when  talking  on  an  important  subject  of  this 
kind,  we  must  do  what  is  our  duty,  though  we 
have  to  mention  names.  As  I  said,  I  think  the 
cause  of  a  great  deal  of  the  complaints  we  have 
heard  may  be  attributed  to  the  incompetency 
of  the  General  Manager  of  Bailways.  Now,  I 
do  not  think  for  the  salary  that  was  paid  that 
gentleman  you  could  get  the  best  man  possible 
for  the  work.  If  the  Government  establish  this 
Bocud,  it  stands  to  reason  that  if  the  Board  is 
to  be  intrusted  with  the  enormous  inesponsible 


powers  proposed  to  be  conveyed  to  those  gentle- 
men they  must  give  the  head  of  that  Commis- 
sion a  very  largo  salary  indeed — not  less  than 
£2,500  or  £3,000  per  annum.  Now,  if  the  Man- 
ager of  our  railways  hod  been  paid  a  salary  of 
£1,600,  and  you  had  got  a  man  who  was  worth 
that  money,  the  possibility  is,  I  think,  that  we 
should  have  heard  very  little  grumbling  with 
regard  to  the  management  of  the  railways. 
I  utterly  deprecate  the  idea  that  it  is  not  a 
possible  thing  to  manage  our  railways  properly 
and  economically  whilst  under  the  control  of 
the  Government,  and  consequently  under  the 
control  of  ParUament.  I  am  not  at  all  pre- 
pared to  admit  the  Minister  for  Public  Works' 
dictum  that  the  only  solution  of  our  troubles 
now  is  a  non-political  Board ;  and  neither  am 
I  prepared  to  admit  that  the  dissatisfaction 
throughout  the  country  is  so  general  or  bo 
strong  as  to  justify  so  groat  a  departure  as 
is  proposed  in  the  present  Bill.  The  honour- 
able gentleman  has  said  that  Ministors  are 
not  long  enough  in  office.  I  am  free  to  admit 
that,  as  a  rule,  they  are  not,  but  I  do  not  know 
that  it  is  absolutely  necessary  for  a  Minister  to 
be  very  many  years  in  office  in  order  to  carry 
out  the  working  of  the  railways  properly,  be- 
cause, under  any  circumstances,  whether  he  is 
a  long  or  a  short  time  in  office,  he  must  rely  to 
a  large  extent,  and  properly  so  too,  upon  the 
General  Manager  under  him ;  and  it  only  re- 
quires the  firmness  of  an  ordinary  business- 
man to  be  able  to  resist  any  pressure  of  an 
improper  and  misohiovous  character.  Strange 
how  office  sometimes  does  alter  the  minds  of 
honourable  gentlemen  I  We  heard,  as  I  said 
just  now,  the  late  Minister  for  Public  Works 
passing  very  eulogistic  remarks  on  the  General 
Manager.  I  recollect  the  time,  before  that 
honourable  gentleman  got  into  office,  when 
he  held  an  opinion  very  different  indeed.  I 
think  I  recollect  hearing  him  say  once  that,  if 
ever  it  should  be  his  lot  to  get  into  office,  it 
would  not  be  long  before  the  General  Manager 
received  his  congS.  However,  as  soon  as  he  got 
into  office  he  became  quite  enamoured  of  the 
General  Manager  ;  aud,  after  being  three  years 
in  office,  he  passes  a  high  eulogium  upon  the 
General  Manager.  I  trust  he  deserves  it,  and 
that  the  honourable  gentleman  was  wrong  in 
the  first  instance  and  right  in  tbe  second.  Now, 
it  has  been  said  that  this  system  in  Victoria 
has  been  proved  to  be  a  success.  I  quite  agree 
with  the  last  speaker  that  we  have  not  suffi- 
cient data  before  us  to  justify  us  in  coming  to 
a  safe  conclusion  on  that  point.  The  profits 
derived  from  the  railways  in  Victoria  may 
have  increased  since  the  appointment  of  these 
Commissioners ;  but  it  must  be  borne  in  mind 
also  that  the  great  profits  derived  from  the 
Victorian  railways  come  from  the  suburban 
lines,  and  the  traffic  on  these  suburban  lines 
has  during  the  last  few  years  enormously  in- 
creased. But  you  will  find,  if  you  read  the 
last  report  from  the  Commissioners  of  Viotoria, 
that  ahnost  every  length  of  line  they  have 
made  lately,  and  which  they  are  now  con- 
structing, is  being  worked  at  a  loss,  and  in 
soma  cases  a  very  considerable  loss  indeed. 
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And  I  do  not  hesitate  to  predict  that  in  years 
to  come  the  profits  arising  from  the  railways 
in  Victoria  will  decrease  instead  of  increasing. 
With  regard  to  the  profits,  there  is  no  analogy 
between  New  Zealand  and  Victoria.  Wo  may 
have  the  same  length  of  lines  here  as  in  Vic- 
toria, and  we  shall  be  doing  as  well  as  or  even 
better  than  they  even  if  they  arc  making  S  or 
6  per  cent,  and  this  colony  only  2^.  First  of 
all,  we  have  to  go  through  a  far  greater  length 
of  sparsely -populated  districts;  wo  have  to 
compete  with  water  carriage,  and  we  have  to 
suffer  from  small  centres  of  population, — all  of 
'  which  canses  tend  in  the  direction  of  lessening 
the  profits  on  tho  railways.  And  speaking  on 
the  profits  of  railways  brings  me  to  a  very  im- 
portant matter  in  connection  with  the  considera- 
tion of  this  question,  and  that  is,  upon  what 
lines  the  Commissioners  shall  work  these  rail- 
ways. I  understood  the  lost  speaker  to  say 
that  the  railways)  should  be  mode  to  pay  a  very 
considerable  portion  of  the  interest  upon  the 
cost  of  their  construction.  Well,  I  differ  from 
the  honourable  gentleman  in  regard  to  that. 
I  say  the  indirect  advantages  given  to  the 
country  by  tho  construction  of  railways,  and 
the  necessary  opening-up  of  coimtry  in  conse- 
quence thereof,  the  cheap  transit  they  get  both 
for  passengers  and  goods,  are  a  profit  to  the 
country  in  itself,  and  that  you  should  not  make 
a  main  principle  of  working  our  railways  the 
getting  of  the  interest  upon  the  cost  of  thoir 
construction.  They  pay  the  country  in  an  indi- 
rect manner,  and  thereby  benefit  the  country, 
even  though  they  do  not  pay  interest.  I  was 
sorry  to  hear  the  Minister  for  Public  Works 
state,  in  criticizing  or  explaining  the  clauses 
of  the  Bill,  when  he  came  to  that  clause 
which  referred  to  the  length  of  term  tho 
Commissioners  should  hold  office,  which  in 
tho  Bill  is  stated  to  bo  five  years,  that  in 
the  opinion  of  the  Government  that  period  of 
five  years  should  be  increased  to  seven.  Now, 
we  are  entering  upon  an  experiment  so  far 
as  we  are  concerned ;  and  it  appears  to  me 
that  to  bind  us  down  to  that  experiment  for 
seven  years  would  be  a  most  woeful  mistake. 
If  wo  do  go  into  the  undertaking  at  all,  if  we, 
by  a  majority  of  this  House,  think  it  is  wise  to 
create  a  Board  of  this  kind,  then,  I  say,  as  it  is 
an  experiment,  wo  should  make  the  term  of 
the  appointment  of  the  Commissioners  as  short 
as  possible ;  and  I  think  that  the  term  should 
not  in  any  event  exceed  three  years.  What 
will  be  tho  result  if  you  do  otherwise  ?  If  you 
find,  after  a  trial,  that  this  system  does  not 
work  satisfactorily,  it  is  all  very  well  to  say 
that  you  can  alter  it  by  repealing  the  Act ;  but 
the  passing  of  any  other  Act  repealing  this  one 
will  not  obviate  the  necessity  and  the  right  of 
the  parties  so  dismissed  to  obtain  compensa- 
tion from  the  colony  for  loss  of  office,  and  very 
justly  so  too.  Therefore,  I  say,  under  any 
circumstances  we  should  limit  the  term  of 
these  first  appointments  to  as  short  a  time  as 
possible.  If  the  thing  works  satisfactorily,  the 
term  can  cosily  be  extended  to  such  time  as 
the  Legislature  in  its  wisdom  may  think  wise 
and  desirable.  Then,  in  connection  with  these 
Ur.Fish 


Commissioners,  there  was  another  statement 
the  honourable  gentleman  made  which  I  was 
very  sorry  to  hear,  and  which,  I  think,  if  carried 
out,  would  be  a  step  in  the  wrong  direction,  and 
that  was,  in  the  event  of  the  Commissioners 
disagreeing  upon  any  particular  point  of  policy, 
that  then  the  Chief  Commissioner's  opinion 
was  to  be  final  and  conclusive,  and  to  override 
the  opinion  of  the  two  other  Commissioners. 
It  appears  to  me  that  would  be  a  most  disas- 
trous thing.  That  is  a  line  of  policy  which, 
I  am  told,  is  now  carried  out  in  Victoria; 
but  it  is  a  policy  that  I  have  never  seen 
adopted  in  connection  with  anything  of  this 
kind  before.  It  is  always  right  and  proper 
that  a  majority  should  decide  whether  a  thing 
should  be  done  or  not ;  but  to  say  that,  if 
the  two  other  Commissioners  disagree  entirely 
with  the  Chief  Commissioner,  he  shall  be  the 
sole  jndge  and  have  the  right  to  do  as  he 
likes,  seems  to  me  to  be  a  most  pernicious 
thing.  If  that  is  to  be  the  case,  why  not 
appoint  one  Conmiissioner  ?  Why  have  two 
others,  unless  they  are  to  be  satellites  to  go  all 
round  the  country  and  do  as  the  Chief  Com- 
missioner wishes  ?  However,  that  is  rather  a 
Committee  objection,  and  can  be  dealt  with 
when  wo  get  there.  There  is  another  thing 
to  bo  considered,  and  that  is,  will  one  Board 
give  satisfaction  to  this  colony  ?  We  are  dif- 
ferently situated  in  that  as  well  as  in  other 
respects  from  tho  Colony  of  Victoria;  and  it 
appears  to  me  that  one  Board  of  three  Com- 
missioners will  never  give  satisfaction  to  this 
colony.  If  we  ^o  into  this  scheme  at  all,  I 
think  we  are  almost  bound  to  have  one  Board 
for  each  Island.  If  not,  you  must  perforce 
have  one  Commissioner  stationed  in  Welling- 
ton, and  the  other  two  travelling  about  the 
two  Islands;  therefore  yon  will  seldom  get  a 
joint  meeting  of  the  whole  of  them.  I  think 
you  will  find  that  the  establishment  of  only 
one  Board  will  be  very  unsatisfactory  to  the 
whole  of  tho  colonists.  I  will  now  merely  re- 
mark, in  conclusion,  that  I  think  the  powers 
sought  to  be  conferred  on  the  Commissioners 
are  altogether  too  great.  Notwithstanding  the 
Victorian  example,  I  think  we  are  taking  a 
leap  in  the  dark,  and  that  in  taking  that  leap 
we  are  erring  in  the  direction  of  rashness  in 
conferring  such  large  powers  on  a  Board  of 
this  kind.  On  the  whole  I  would  suggest  that, 
if  this  Bill  is  read  a  second  time  and  discussed, 
it  should  be  left  to  stand  over  till  next  session 
to  be  further  dealt  with  by  the  Legislature. 
We  know  very  little  about  it  now,  and,  as  has 
been  suggested  by  the  honourable  member  for 
Ponsonby,  it  would  be  well  for  the  Government 
to  get  full  information  from  Victoria  as  to  the 
working  of  the  system  there  from  its  inception 
to  the  present  time,  and  this  should  be  supplied 
to  members  during  the  recess,  when  wo  shall  be 
prepared  next  session  to  vote  for  or  against  the 
proposal  as  we  think  best.  It  appears  to  me 
that,  in  a  change  of  such  magnitude,  it  would  be 
unwise — and  I  do  not  suppose  the  Government 
wish  it — to  hurry  its  completion.  It  is  true  the 
matter  has  been  talked  about  before,  but  I 
believe  very  few  persons  have  paid  any  pax- 
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ticular  attention  to  it,  and  therefore,  as  I  say, 
I  think  it  woald  be  wise  to  leave  it  till  next 

session.      

Mr.  T.  THOMPSON.  — I  do  not  intend  to 
enter  into  ttie  merits  or  demerits  of  every  clause 
of  this  Bill.  Ko  donbt  the  provisions  in  many 
of  them  commend  themselves  to  the  minds  of 
most  honourable  members,  and  the  objeotion- 
able  ones  may  be  so  altered  in  Committee  as  to 
be  satisfactory  to  the  majority  of  the  House. 
For  myself,  I  intend  to  support  the  second 
reading,  knowing  from  experience  that  the 
feeling  of  the  great  majority  of  the  inhabitants 
of  thi.s  colony  is  one  of  great  dissatisfaction 
with  our  railway-management  and  our  railway- 
system  generally.  I  feel  certain  any  change 
in  the  present  system  of  management  will  be 
greeted  with  great  pleasure  by  the  coimtry 
settlers  especially,  for  they  are  very  much 
handicapped  under  the  present  tariff.  How- 
ever, my  object  in  rising  was  not  so  much  to 
discuss  the  general  merits  of  the  Bill,  but  for  a 
special  reason,  and  it  is  this  :  I  notice  there  is 
no  provision  in  the  Bill  whereby  a  trial  can  be 
given  to  a  scheme  of  railway-management  that 
has  been  brought  very  prominently  before  this 
House  and  the  country  for  some  years  past. 
That  scheme  has  been  supported  by  petitions 
signed  by  at  least  twenty  thousand  persons, 
and  also  by  local  bodies  throughout  the  coun- 
try. Some  honourable  members  seem  to  be 
amused  at  the  position  I  am  taking  up  in  this 
matter,  but  I  con  assure  them  that,  if  they 
had  been  placed  in  the  same  position  as  I  was 
in  during  the  last  election,  they  would  have 
found  it  a  very  serious  matter.  There  were  a 
very  large  number  of  electors  in  my  district  who 
were  very  anxious  to  see  a  trial  given  to  this 
system — I  mean  Vaile's  system, — and  if  that 
gentleman  bad  not  been  defeated  by  a  small 
majority  be  would  have  been  here  instead  of 
me  tu  ^ht  the  battle  for  his  scheme.  It  must 
also  be  remembered  that  a  Committee  of  the 
House  during  the  last  Parliament  reported  in 
favour  of  a  trial  being  given  on  a  section  of 
onr  railways,  provided  the  district  in  which  it 
was  to  be  so  tried  rated  itself  in  case  of  loss. 
Of  course  this  condition  rendered  the  report 
useless.  I  should  be  glad  if  the  Minister  for 
Public  Works  would  give  facilities  in  Commit- 
tee for  inserting  a  clause  making  it  compulsory 
OB  the  Commissioners  to  give  that  system  a 
trial.  We  all  know  that  great  reformers  ore 
often  laughed  at  for  a  considerable  time,  and 
so  are  great  inventors.  Sometimes  men  fail 
during  their  whole  lifetime  to  get  their  ideas 
carried  out,  but  the  time  comes  when  their 
value  is  recognised,  though  the  originators  may 
meanwhile  have  passed  away  in  obscurity.  It 
may  be  so  with  this  matter.  At  all  events,  no 
great  loss  can  ensue  from  giving  the  system  a 
trial  on  one  of  the  Auckland  lines,  and  I  hope 
the  hononrable  member  in  charge  of  the  Bill 
will  not  oppose  it. 

Captain  KUSSELL.— Sir,  I  admit  fully  that 
I  have  not  had  this  Bill  in  my  possession  for  a 
sufficiently  long  time  to  make  myself  acquainted 
with  all  its  details,  and  therefore  I  shall  not 
presume  to  criticize  them  at  all.    But,  sad  as  I 


am  to  think  that  it  may  be  my  duty  to  vote  for 
this  Bill,  I  cannot  but  think  that  it  is  a  seri- 
ous reflection  upon  parliamentary  government 
when  we  admit  that  it  is  impossible  our  rail- 
ways can  be  managed  by  the  chief  legislative 
body.  It  is  as  much  as  to  say  that  we  have  been 
continually  doing  what  we  know  to  be  wrong, 
instead  of  insisting  on  what  is  right  being  done. 
I  do  not  believe  that  under  the  proposed  Bill 
we  shall  get  much  better  results  from  our  rail- 
ways than  at  present.  The  honourable  gentle- 
man who  introduced  the  Bill  paid  a  high  and, 
I  believe,  a  just  compliment  to  the  officers 
working  the  department.  They  are  gentlemen 
who  have  devoted  much  time  and  attention 
to  the  administration  of  the  railways;  and, 
if  it  were  not  within  the  power  of  members 
of  Parliament  to  go  nominally  in  the  interest 
of  their  constituents,  and  bother  the  heads  of 
the  department  for  relaxations  here  and  con- 
cessions there,  our  railways  would  be  much 
better  managed.  But  I  recognise  the  thing  is 
inevitable,  and,  sad  as  it  is,  I  am  afraid  we 
must  have  a  non-political  Board.  My  object 
in  rising  is  to  say  that  I  do  not  believe,  under 
such  a  Board,  our  railways  will  pay  a  much 
better  dividend  than  they  do  now.  It  is  possible 
there  may  bo  better  management  in  matters 
of  detail  than  there  is  now;  but,  generally, 
results  are  governed  by  wider  influences  than 
mere  details,  and  these  wider  influences  are 
against  our  railways  paying.  The  last  speaker 
said  it  would  be  a  good  thing  if  the  Commis- 
sioners were  instructed  to  give  Vaile's  system 
a  trial.  I  do  not  believe  myself  that  Vaile's 
system  can  do  anything  but  result  in  loss. 
Still,  if  there  are  any  enthusiastic  gentlemen 
who  believe,  like  Mr.  Vaile,  that  there  will  be  a 
dividend  paid  by  managing  the  railways  as  he 
proposes,  by  all  means  let  some  company  be 
formed  and  hand  over  to  them  some  section  of 
railway,  npon  their  guaranteeing  to  pay  to  the 
colony  the  same  dividend  that  that  section 
paid  last  year,  and  then,  if  they  do  a  good  thing 
for  themselves,  it  will  be  a  good  example  for  us 
to  follow.  Under  those  conditions  I  do  not  see 
why  the  system  should  not  be  tried ;  but  I 
venture  to  say  that  you  will  not  find  any  body 
of  business -men  in  the  colony  who  will  at- 
tempt anything  of  the  sort.  One  has  only  to 
travel  over  the  lines  to  see  that  it  is  not  want 
of  money  which  prevents  people  from  travel- 
ling. People  here  are  too  busy  to  travel  much 
for  pleasure,  and  when  they  have  to  travel  on 
business  they  travel  no  matter  what  the  cost 
is.  A  large  proportion  of  the  people  in  this 
colony  travel  first  class.  In  other  portions  of 
tho  world  you  will  find  that  even  rich  people 
do  not  do  so.  I  happen  to  know  of  one  par- 
ticular instance  in  which  some  junior  mem- 
bers of  our  own  Royal  Family  were  travelling 
from  Florence  to  England,  and,  I  suppose  having 
that  amount  of  snobbishness  which  appears  to 
be  inherent  in  Englishmen,  they  took  first- 
class  tickets  from  Florence  to  the  next  station 
at  which  they  could  change,  because  it  would 
not  look  well  for  members  of  the  Royal  Family 
to  be  seen  leaving  Florence  in  anything  but 
a  first-class  carriage ;  but  as  soon  as  they  got 
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some  sixty  or  seventy  miles  away,  to  a  place 
where  they  were  not  kuown,  they  travelled 
seoond  class  from  there  to  London.  That  is 
an  absolute  fact,  as  I  chance  to  know,  because 
a  friend  of  mine,  who  knew  them  by  sight, 
travelled  in  the  same  train  with  them.  We 
are  told  that  people  here  do  not  travel  because 
they  cannot  afiord  it ;  but  I  contend  that  that 
is  not  the  oiuse,  inasmuch  as  people  who  do 
travel  travel  first  class  instead  of  second, 
as  inevitably  they  must  if  their  powers  of 
locomotion  were  restricted  by  want  of  money. 
We  are  continually  told  of  the  marvellous 
snccess  that  attends  the  running  of  excursion- 
trains  ;  but  that  is  no  argument  at  all  that  Mr. 
Vaile's  scheme  would  be  a  success.  On  public 
holidays  people  having  nothing  to  do  are  fond 
of  going  into  the  country  on  excursions,  and,  as 
it  affords  them  a  cheap  method  of  relaxation, 
they  avail  themselves  of  the  opportunity  of 
taking  a  run  into  the  country.  I  have  a  very 
distinct  recollection  of  the  opening  of  the  ex- 
tension of  the  Napier  line  to  Woodville,  when 
every  carriage  on  the  line  was  used  to  convey 
excursionists  over  the  line,  and  I  am  sure  that 
if  you  had  ofiered  the  great  bulk  of  those  people 
£1  each  to  travel  over  the  some  line  m  the 
same  carriages  next  day  they  would  not  have 
done  it.  The  idea  that  people  are  restrained 
from  travelling  by  the  high  fares  is  an  abso- 
lutely fallacious  one.  But  the  bottom  of  this 
whole  question  is  the  number  of  miles  of  rail- 
way we  have  in  New  Zealand  in  proportion  to 
the  population.  In  looking  over  the  subject 
some  months  ago,  I  found  that  as  steadily  as  the 
number  of  miles  of  open  railway  has  increased 
in  this  country  so  steadily  have  the  average  net 
earnings  of  the  lines  decreased.  In  1885  the 
average  net  return  was  £2 17s.  8d.  per  cent.,  and 
it  had  been  as  high  as  £3  IBs.  6d.  a  year 
or  two  before.  From  £2  178.  8d.  it  dwindled 
in  the  next  year  to  £2  lis. ;  and  last  year  the 
net  return  was  only  £2  6s.  per  cent,  on  the 
capital  invested.  The  reason  for  all  that  I  be- 
lieve to  be  that  we  have  more  miles  of  railway 
in  this  colony  than  of  people  who  can  profitably 
employ  them ;  and  if  you  compare  our  posi- 
tion in  that  respect  with  the  position  of  other 
countries,  you  will  find  that  New  Zealand 
has  a  greater  length  of  railways  in  proportion 
to  population  than  any  other  country  in  the 
world.  In  New  Zealand  we  have  299  miles  of 
working  railway  to  every  100,000  of  population  ; 
and  in  the  United  States,  which  comes  next, 
there  are  only  210  miles  of  railway  to  every 
100,000  of  population.  Then  there  is  a  very 
large  drop  to  the  United  Kingdom,  where  there 
are  only  62  miles  of  railway  to  every  100,000 
of  population,  and  the  proportion  of  miles  of 
railway  to  people  is  far  greater  in  Great  Britain 
than  in  any  country  on  the  Continent  of 
Euro^.  I  willingly  admit  that  New  Zealand 
is  a  richer  country  than  most  other  countries 
in  the  world,  and  therefore  that  we  here  can 
afford  to  spend  more  money  in  travelling  than 
can  the  people  of  other  countries;  but  still  the 
fact  remains  that  the  net  return  from  our  lines 
has  decreased  the  greater  the  length  of  railway 
open  has  become ;  and  there  is  also  this  foot : 
Captain  Russell 


that  by  the  time  all  the  railways  now  authorised 
are  completed,  unless  the  population  increases 
in  the  meantime  far  more  rapidly  than  it  has 
done  for  some  years  past,  there  will  be  in  New 
Zealand  400  miles  of  railway  to  every  100,000  of 
population.  I  say  we  are  so  completely  over- 
railroaded  that  there  is  no  probability  whatever 
of  largely  increasing  the  net  return  from  the 
lines.  If  you  carry  the  a^ument  a  little 
further,  and  look  to  the  dividends  which  are 
paid  by  railway  companies  in  other  countries, 
you  will  find  that,  taking  all  the  railways  in 
the  world,  they  only  return  an  average  profit  of 
8^  per  cent,  on  the  capital  invested  in  them ; 
and  if  you  consider  how  much  capital  that 
has  been  invested  in  railways  has  been  alto- 
gether lost,  which  makes  no  return  at  all,  and 
wipe  that  off,  I  believe  it  would  not  be  nndec- 
stating  it  in  the  least  to  say  that  the  railways 
of  the  world  do  not  return  an  average  profit 
of  3  per  cent.  Therefore  I  think  there  is  no 
ground  to  hope,  however  good  the  manage- 
ment of  our  railways  may  be  made  by  a  non- 
political  Board,  that  they  will  give  a  ranch 
larger  net  return,  because  every  mile  of  railway 
you  msJce  in  the  colony  will  steadily  diminish 
the  average  net  return,  and  good  management 
cannot  prevent  that.  It  is  said  continually 
that  the  management  of  our  railways  is  so 
bod,  and  the  charges  so  high,  that  people  are 
deterred  from  travelling  and  sending  their  pro- 
duce by  the  lines ;  but  if  you  compare  the  New 
Zealand  railway  tariff  with  those  of  Australia 
you  will  find  that  ours  in  numerous  instances 
is  the  lowest.  I  had  no  intention  whatever  of 
speaking  this  evening  or  I  would  have  got  the 
exact  figures,  but  I  do  know  that  in  almost  all 
classes  of  freights  and  fares  in  this  country 
the  charges  are  lower  than  those  in  any  of  the 
Australian  Colonies.  In  these  circumstances 
the  Commissioners  may  endeavour  to  increase 
the  trade  by  diminishing  the  charges,  but  I 
believe  the  result  would  be  that  you  would 
not  get  a  much  increased  trade  and  no  in- 
creased revenue.  You  hear  continually  that 
dray-traffic  is  competing  successfully  with  the 
railways ;  and  it  is  so  in  some  instances,  though 
it  does  not  seem  what  one  might  expect.  Bat 
there  is  this  to  be  remembered:  that  grain 
and  other  farm  -  produce  has  usually  to  be 
carted  some  miles  before  it  can  be  carried  by 
railway,  and  when  it  gets  to  the  end  of  the 
railway  journey  it  has  again  to  be  put  on  drays 
and  taken  elsewhere ;  and  therefore,  in  a 
country  like  this,  where  horses  and  horse-feed 
are  so  ridiculously  cheap,  it  is  not  at  all  a 
matter  for  wonder  that  dray-carriage  can,  in 
some  cases,  compete  successfully  with  railway- 
carriage.  I  know  from  my  own  experience  that 
where  the  distance  is  such  that  a  dray  can 
take  a  load  of  produce  and  be  back  with  a  re- 
turn load  in  a  day,  it  is  absolutely  impossible, 
whatever  rate  you  may  offer  on  the  railway,  to 
divert  the  tretffio  from  the  road.  YoU  may 
endeavour  to  get  further  traffic  by  reducing  the 
charges,  but  I  believe  that,  with  a  very  few 
exceptions,  you  will  fail  altogether  to  do  so. 
There  is  only  one  other  point  I  will  allude  to. 
The  honourable  member  for  Danedin  Soath 
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Hud  the  povera  proposed  to  be  given  the  Com- 
missioners are  altogether  too  large.  I  do  not 
agree  vrith  that  at  all.  If  the  scheme  has  any 
merit  in  it  at  all,  and  if  the  problem  is  to  be 
euried  to  a  successfol  conclnsion,  I  think  the 
beet  we  can  possibly  do  is  to  make  the  Com- 
missioners almost  autocrats,  and  give  them 
inch  a  tenure  of  office  that  they  will  not  be 
afraid  to  face,  as  they  inevitably  will  have  to 
face,  if  the  railways  are  worked  on  a  commercial 
basis,  an  almost  nniveTsal  howl  of  disgust  from 
one  end  of  the  colon}'  to  the  other. 

Sir  3.  VOO£L.— It  is  somewhat  odd  that  I 
should  do  anything  but  cordially  support  this 
Bill,  for  in  times  past  I  have  expressed  very 
■bong  opinions  in  favour  of  the  management 
of  our  railways  being  confided  to  a  Board  or 
Boards  somewhat  after  the  plan  proposed  in 
this  Bill.  But  I  candidly  confess  the  observa- 
tions I  have  been  able  to  make  since  I  have 
been  in  the  colony  have  led  me  to  think, 
admitting,  as  has  been  stated  several  times 
dniing  this  debate,  that  there  is  a  great  deal  of 
dissatisfaction  with  the  present  management  of 
the  railways,  that  that  dissatisfaction  is  not  of 
a  character  which  this  Board  could  remove, 
bat  is,  so  to  speak,  in  an  entirely  opposite 
direction.  Before  proceeding  further  I  would 
like  to  say  this:  that  I  hope  this  Bill  will  be 
considered  purely  on  its  merits,  and  not  as  a 
party  measure.  I  cannot  help  thinking  that 
the  debate  which  has  already  taken  place,  and 
any  further  debate  which  may  take  place  on 
this  measure,  whether  it  is  passed  or  not  this 
session,  will  be  of  great  advantage,  because  we 
shall  have  obtained  the  opinions  of  members 
leprosenting  the  varions  ports  of  the  coun- 
try. I  do  not  feel  that,  having  altered  my 
opinion  very  much  on  the  subject,  I  shall  be 
entitled  to  vote  for  the  second  reading  of 
the  Bill,  which,  I  think,  would  mean  my 
affirmation  of  the  policy  of  the  measure ;  but 
I  certainly  shall  not  vote  against  it.  On 
fbe  eontnuy,  I  think  it  would  be  an  advantage 
if  the  Bill  passed  its  second  reading,  and,  if 
possible,  the  various  large  points  which  it  raises 
should  be  discussed  in  Committee.  I  think 
the  Government  may  be  contented  with  the 
Bill  being  read  a  second  time,  and,  if  they  find 
the  various  questions  to  be  too  much  to  deal 
with  in  Committee  in  the  time  at  our  disposal, 
I  think  they  should  not  be  reluctant  to  allow 
it  to  be  postponed  untU  next  session.  I  am  of 
opinion,  from  the  views  which  have  been  ex- 
pressed by  honourable  memberson  the  different 
points  raised  in  the  Bill,  that  they  will  take  a 
very  long  time  to  discuss ;  and  not  only  that, 
bat  it  may  not  be  undesirable  that  those  views 
should  be  placed  before  the  country  for  consi- 
deration. Therefore,  while  I  shall  not  oppose 
the  second  reading,  and  shall  ofier  no  obstruc- 
tion whatever  to  the  Bill  in  Committee,  I  shall 
sot  be  sorry  to  see  that  the  Oovemment  decide 
ultimately  not  to  press  the  Bill  through  to  its 
conclusion  this  session.  In  speaking  on  this 
measure,  I  wish  rather  to  bring  forward  pro- 
minently what  I  conceive  to  be  the  objec- 
tions to  it;  but,  in  doing  so,  I  wish  to  say 
.  this :  The  Bill  is  before  us,  and  those  points 
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of  which  we  approve  are  presented  to  na, 
and  it  is  not  to  be  supposed,  because  I  pick 
out  the  points  which  I  object  to,  that  I  do 
not  admit  there  is  a  great  deal  to  be  said  in 
favour  of  the  proposals.  In  fact,  it  appears 
to  me  to  be  a  question  of  a  very  open  nature. 
Obviously,  there  is  a  very  great  advantage  in 
divesting  the  Government  of  political  control 
over  the  railways.  Obviously,  there  is  a  great 
advantage  in  removing  from  this  House  the 
duty  of  voting  the  salaries  of  railway  employ^, 
and  removing  the  railways  from  the  possibility 
of  being  used  by  the  Government  for  political 

Eatronagc  ;  and  there  are  other  advantages  to 
e  found  in  leaving  the  railways  to  the  control 
of  those  who  will  devote  their  entire  time  to 
attending  to  the  railways.  But  I  cannot  help 
thinking,  on  the  other  hand,  that  there  is  this 
to  be  considered:  that  there  are  hundreds  of 
owners  of  property  who  are  not  wiso  in  the 
management  of  it,  but  who  yet  would  rather 
manage  it  unwisely  themselves  than  put 
the  management  out  of  their  own  hands  and 
into  the  hands  of  trustees,  they  receiving  the 
revenue  the  trustees  mode  the  property  earn 
for  them.  The  case  is  pretty  much  the  some 
here.  Wo  admit,  or  think  we  admit,  that  the 
railways  are  not  well  managed  by  ourselves; 
but  the  question  is,  whether,  therefore,  we 
should  remove  them  entirely  from  our  own 
management  and  place  them  in  the  hands  of 
those  who  will  have  no  responsibility  of  a 
serious  nature  to  ourselves,  and  divest  our- 
selves of  the  control.  I  think  there  has  been 
a  great  deal  said  as  to  change  of  opinions 
on  this  subject,  which  should  moke  us  ex- 
ceedingly cautious  in  taking  a  step  which  it 
would  be  very  difficult  for  us  to  retrace.  I  do 
not  wish  to  be  understood  as  saying  it  would  be 
quite  impossible  to  withdraw  from  a  step  which 
we  might  take  in  this  direction,  but  I  quite 
agree  with  {he  honourable  member  for  Pon- 
sonby  that  the  time  which  we  should  bind  our- 
selves for  in  this  matter  should  be  so  limited 
as  not  to  fetter  the  future  freedom  of  the 
country  and  the  House  in  dealing  with  this 
great  question.  Now,  I  wish  to  turn  to  the 
point  as  to  whether  the  present  discontent  with 
the  management  of  the  railways  will  be  re- 
moved by  the  proposals  of  this  Bill.  I  have 
closely  watched  the  complaints  which  have 
been  made  about  the  management  of  the  rail- 
ways, and  those  complaints  seem  to  me,  more  or 
less,  to  go  in  this  direction :  that  the  depart- 
ment does  not  exercise  sufficient  discretion  as 
to  the  different  treatment  of  different  parts  of 
the  country  ;  that  its  rule  is  of  too  cast-iron  a 
nature,  and  that  there  is  not  a  sufficient  disposi- 
tion to  conciliate  the  persons  using  the  lines. 
I  think  I  may  say  a  few  words  about  a  gentle- 
man who,  if  his  name  has  not  been  mentioned 
during  this  debate,  has,  at  any  rate,  been  men- 
tioned during  the  session — that  is,  Mr.  Maxwell. 
Now,  he  is  not  a  popular  man — very  much  the 
reverse;  but,  at  the  same  time,  there  is  no 
question  that  he  is  a  man  of  very  great  ability. 
He  has  not  the  powers,  or  functions,  or  disposi- 
tion I  should  say,  perhaps,  which  enable  him 
to  make  himself  personally  popular ;  but,  as 
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regards  questions  relating  to  the  railways, 
he  has  made  himself  thoroughly  acquainted 
with  the  subject,  and  most  of  his  decisions 
are  sound  in  themselves,  emd,  after  all,  more 
annoyance  is  generally  felt  at  the  way  in 
which  he  announces  them  than  becauso  of 
their  purport.  Now,  if  we  are  going  to  make 
these  railways  subject  to  management  of  purely 
a  commercial  nature — that  is,  to  run  them  to 
the  best  advantage  from  a  pounds-shillings- 
and-pence  point  of  view — I  exceedingly  doubt 
whether  the  dissatisfaction  felt  will  be  at  all 
removed.  In  my  opinion,  it  will  be  rather 
intensified.  If  the  railways  were  run  upon 
commercial  principles  a  very  great  advantage 
would  be  offered  to  those  who  use  the  railways 
largely.  For  example,  persons  who  have  a 
thousand  bales  of  wool  to  send  on  the  railway 
would  be  treated  more  liberally  than  those  who 
have  ten  or  fifteen  bales  to  send,  and  similarly 
with  other  products.  You  sec  in  Victoria  they 
have  to  gazette  all  dcj)artures  from  the  scale 
rate ;  and  sometimes  a  lower  rate  is  charged 
because  of  a  whole  cargo  being  the  subject  of  a 
contract,  and  so  on.  Now,  I  question  whether 
the  feeling  of  the  country  would  respond  to 
treatment  of  that  kind.  The  railways  have 
been  made  at  the  expense  of  the  colony  ;  they 
do  not  pay  sufficient  to  cover  interest  on  cost, 
and  the  colony  is  charged  with  the  deficiency. 
It  was  no  port  of  the  original  intention  to  run 
the  railways  as  a  commercial  concern,  but  in 
view  of  the  immense  direct  and  indirect  advan- 
tage that  would  accrue  from  them  in  the  way  of 
colonising  the  country.  Now  we  are  asked 
to  change  the  nature  of  the  railways  from  a 
colonising  machinery  to  a  commercial  under- 
taking. I  doubt  whether  the  feelings  of  the 
people  will  respond  to  that.  We  see  that  the 
honourable  member  for  Ponsonby  has  spoken 
of  different  treatment  in  the  South  and  in  the 
North,  and  we  know  that  there  are  a  great 
many  paragraphs  appearing  in  the  newspapers 
about  the  Government  allowing  competition 
by  carriers.  Why  is  that  competition  eJlowed? 
In  most  cases  it  is  for  this  reason:  No  doubt 
the  railways  could  run  the  carriers  off  the 
load,  but,  if  that  were  done,  we  should  have 
to  reduce  the  rates,  and,  if  such  reductions 
were  applied  to  all  parts  of  the  country,  there 
would  be  a  serious  loss  to  the  revenue.  Thus, 
now  competition  is  very  often  permitted  bo- 
cause  the  moment  you  made  the  reduction  in 
one  district  you  would  have  to  moke  it  in 
another,  and  so  the  colony  would  lose  in  the 
end  much  more  than  it  would  gain  by  running 
those  particular  carriers  off  the  road.  Of  course, 
if  a  Board  had  charge  of  the  railways,  it  would 
simply  consider  the  question  as  to  what  would 
pay  bcRt,  and  would  make  exceptions  in  cases 
where  large  quantities  were  concerned,  or 
where  opposition  hod  to  be  run  off.  Mr.  Vaile's 
scheme  has  been  advocated  by  the  honourable 
member  for  Auckland  North,  who  asks  that 
that  should  be  especially  forced  upon  the  Com- 
missioners. I  have  always  felt  that  there  was 
a  considerable  foundation  of  truth  in  the  prin- 
ciple advocated  by  Mr.  Yailo ;  but,  as  a  matter 
«f  fact,  Mr.  Vaile's  proposals  are  not  new  in 
Sir  J.  Vogtl 


principle — they  are  a  more  exact  application 
of  the  principle  that  already  obtains  in  the 
management  of  railways.    The  whole  subject 
has  been  gone  into  very  fully  in  a  book  lately 
published  by  Mr.  Grierson,  who  was  for  many 
years  General  Manager  for  the  Great  Western 
Bailway  Company.    Now,  what  is  the  founda- 
tion on  which  Mr.  Vaile  bases  his  contention  ? 
He  says,  what  is  undoubtedly  the  case,  that 
when  a  train  start  from  a  station  for  a  num- 
ber of  points  you  may  be  sure  that  by  the  time 
it  reaches  the  last  point  there  will  be  very  few 
of  the  original  passengers  still  in  the  train.    In 
other  words,  the  way-traffic  is  much  larger  than 
the  through-traffic.    Upon  this  well-known  fact 
Mr.  Vaile  has  ingeniously  worked  out  a  precise 
system.    But  the  conditions  of  various  ports  of 
the  country  are  so  different  that  his  precise 
limits  will  not  answer,  in  m^  opinion.     As 
regards  the  general  principle,  it  is  recognised 
and  acted  upon,  because  the  rate  per  mile  is 
reduced  over  longer  distances ;   or,  in  other 
words,  it  pays  bettor  to  take  long-distance 
freight  cheaper,  rather  than  lose  it.    l>et  us 
suppose  a  train  is  to  run  a  hundred  miles,  and 
that,  without  additional  expense  for  haulage 
or  rolling-stock,  extra   freight  can  be  caxried 
fifty  miles  because  of  the  train  not  being  filled. 
In  such  a  case  it  is   evident  freight  can  be 
carried  over  a   hundred  miles  at  little  more 
than  would  pay  for  fifty  miles.    But  this  is  one 
example  out  of  thousands  which  admit  of  no 
precise  deduction.     Then,   if   you   place  the 
railways  in  the  hands  of  the  Board,  to  work 
entirely  from  a  commercial  point  of  view,  there 
will  arise  an  important  question  as  to  the  har- 
bours.   It  will  be  no  part  of  the  business  of  the 
Board  to  consider  what  has  been  done  in  connec- 
tion with  harbours,  or  what  the  interest  that 
the  ratepayers  may  have  to  pay :  it  would  be 
the  duty  of  the  Board  to  try  and  run  the  har- 
bours off,  and  to  carry  the  traffic  at  the  lowest 
rate  that  it  could  be  carried  at  without  large 
loss.    Then,  there  is  another  point  well  worthy 
of  consideration,  and  it  is  this  :  Whilst  I  admit 
that  we  would  much  rather  not  have  to  vote 
the  salaries  for   the  railway  officials  in  this 
House,  there  is  a  great  danger  in  handing  over 
the  whole  power  of  dealing  with  this  matter 
to  the  Railway  Board,  because  invariably  this 
would  be  found  to  be  the  case  :  that  they  would 
fix  a  scale  of  their  own  for  retiring-allowances, 
and  perhaps  pensions,  unless  they  were  pre- 
vented by  the  terms  of  the  Act  from  doing  that, 
and,  the  profession  being  what  may  fairly  be 
called  a  technical  and  skilled  one,  the  salaries 
would  rise  to  a  higher  scale  than  it  seems  to  be 
the  intention  of  the  House  should  prevail  in 
the  public  service ;  and  as  the  major  cannot  go 
back  to  the  less,  as  we  could  not  reduce  the 
salaries  in  the  Bailway  Department,  there  would 
soon  be  influences  at  work,  silently  but  none 
the  less  powerfully,  in  the  direction  of  intro- 
ducing a  nigher  scaJe  of  payment  thronghont 
the  public  service  generally.     I  shall  go  back 
now  to  a  point  which  I  have  already  touched 
upon,  and  which  I  reserved  for  further   treat- 
ment, and  that  is  the  question  of  the  railways 
not  having  been  constructed  fox  commercial 
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poiposes  but  as  a  colonising  agency.  And, 
fii8(,  I  may  say  that  I  heartily  concur  with  the 
remark  of  the  honourable  member  for  Pon- 
tonby,  that  it  would  not  be  desirable  to  leave 
80  much  control  to  the  Board  in  the  way  of 
deciding  what  should  be  the  railways  under- 
taken in  the  futoro.  The  railways  constructed 
in  this  country  were  constructed  upon  an 
understanding  which  was  thought  to  be  inde- 
feasible, and  that  was,  that  there  should  be  a 
through  trunk  line  constructed  from  one  end  of 
each  Island  to  the  other.  When  it  was  agreed 
that  the  most  payable  parts  of  the  lines  should 
first  be  constructed  it  was  never  supposed  that 
there  would  be  a  breach  of  the  obligation  to 
complete  the  trunk  lines  right  through.  At 
present,  and  until  the  lines  are  completed,  this 
18  what  is  the  case :  During  the  construction  of 
all  lines  and  during  their  working,  till  they  pay 
the  full  amount  of  interest  which  is  payable 
on  their  account,  the  whole  colony  is  charged 
with  a  portion  of  the  cost.  Can  it  be  fair  that 
those  portions  of  the  colony  which  have  got 
railways,  and  have  obtained  them  partly  at  the 
expense  of  the  whole  colony,  should  turn  round 
and  say,  "  We  prefer  not  to  go  on  with  the  rail- 
ways because  the  continuation  of  them  will  not 
be  a  payable  undertaking  "  ?  I  proposed,  when 
I  first  brought  down  the  public -works  policy, 
that  there  should  be  a  tax  imposed  upon  lands 
benefited  by  the  railways.  Had  that  been 
done,'  how  different  would  have  been  pre- 
sent results!  A  great  many  of  the  branch 
railways  would  never  have  been  made,  and 
there  would  have  been  a  larger  recognition  of 
the  principle  that  parts  of  the  country  not 
already  supplied  with  railways  ore  entitled  to 
be  so  supplied.  Is  it  fair  now  that  we  should, 
having  commenced  with  the  assurance  of 
making  the  trunk  railways,  place  the  control, 
the  decision  of  this  matter  for  the  future,  in 
the  bands  of  Commissioners  ?  I  must  say  that 
I  do  not  think  it  is  fair.  If  it  is,  and  we  are  to 
look  upon  the  railways  simply  as  a  commercial 
undertaking,  then  there  can  be  no  extension  of 
the  railways,  except  in  the  case  of  short  sub- 
nrban  lengths,  such,  for  example,  as  that  from 
Cbristchorch  to  Sumner.  If  we  are  to  be 
guided  b^  that  principle,  we  should  come  to 
the  decision  Uiat  no  other  railways  except  sub- 
urban lines  and  feeders  should  bo  made.  But 
no  one  who  knows  anything  of  the  past  history 
of  the  colony  would  advocate  such  a  course. 
If  I  were  now  in  a  position  to  make  proposals 
I  should  consider  that,  for  from  extending  the 
commercial  principle  on  which  the  railways 
are  worked,  it  would  be  desirable  for  us  to 
lower  to  the  minimum  extent  we  could  con- 
sistently with  there  not  being  a  loss  on  the  car- 
riage—  to  lower  the  rates  upon  local  produce 
and  local  manufactures  of  all  descriptions.  I 
am  convinced  that  a  larger  assistance  could  be 
given  to  local  industries  of  all  kinds,  whether 
of  a  pastoral,  agricultural,  or  manufacturing 
description,  through  the  railways  than  by  any 
other  means.  I  believe  that  nothing  would  be 
more  condncive  to  the  interests  of  the  country 
than  to  propose  at  onoe,  as  I  believe  it  could 
be  now,  or  to  propose  that  within  a  very  short 


period,  a  very  few  months,  we  should  lower  the 
tarifi  materially  upon  all  articles  which  are  the 
subjects  of  local  industry.  If  that  cannot  be 
done  at  present,  is  it  desirable  that  we  should 
shut  outfrom  ourselves  the  power  of  doing  it  in 
the  future  ? — as  we  shall  if  we  enter  upon  this 
proposal  of  a  Board  for  seven  years  with  the 
large  powers  proposed  to  be  given  to  them  in 
the  Bill  we  are  considering.  Now,  there  is 
a  great  deal,  I  think,  to  be  said  in  favour  of 
the  proposal  made  by  the  honourable  member 
for  Foxton.  Of  all  the  proposals  that  have 
come  down  for  the  solution  of  these  difficulties, 
I  believe  a  Parliamentary  Committee,  with 
power  to  sit  during  the  recess,  would  probably 
bring  more  into  harmony  with  the  wishes  of 
the  House  the  management  of  the  railways 
than  any  other  plan  which  has  been  proposed. 
Besides,  I  think  the  railway  rates  should  be 
looked  upon  very  much  as  part  of  the  revenue 
of  the  colony,  and  be  generally  decided,  at 
any  rate  within  very  narrow  limits,  by  Par- 
liament itself.  The  argument  that  is  used 
about  getting  an  experienced  man  from  Home 
is,  I  think,  overdone.  You  may  get  a  man  of 
very  great  genius — I  believe  in  Victoria  they 
have  one  in  Mr.  Speight — yet,  Sir,  honourable 
members  would  be  under  a  mistake  if  tboy 
supposed  that  the  railway  system  of  Victoria 
has  become  popular.  It  is  less  popular  than  it 
was.  No  doubt  it  is  more  remunerative,  but 
the  evidence  shows  that  it  has  not  been  worked 
more  safely  than  formerly ;  and  with  regard 
to  safety  certainly  we  have  reason  to  be  proud 
of  the  way  in  which  the  New  Zealand  rail- 
ways arc  worked  and  managed.  But,  return- 
ing to  this  experienced  gentleman  from  Home, 
if  you  were  to  ask  persons  in  the  Home-coun- 
try what  they  consider  to  be  a  clever  railway 
manager,  ancl  a  person  fitted  to  take  charge  of 
railways,  they  would  tell  you  that  the  genius 
of  railway  management  depends  upon  the  way 
in  which  a  company  can  fight  oS  competi- 
tion, or  deal  with  it  if  it  cannot  be  prevented. 
That,  Sir,  is  what  makes  the  railway  kings  in 
Great  Britain  and  America — the  dealing  with 
competition.  As  regards  the  management  of 
the  railway  traffic,  and  so  on,  that  is  divided 
into  many  bands,  and,  whilst  very  high  salaries 
are  paid  to  men  in  the  highest  positions,  still 
there  is  such  a  division  of  duty  that  it  will  not 
be  found  easy  to  find  an  all-round  man  familial 
with  the  whole  of  the  details.  Putting  apart 
that  objection  to  which  I  have  referred,  I  doubt 
if  for  three  times  the  salary  you  could  ob- 
tain as  competent  a  man  as  Mr.  Maxwell; 
and  it  is  a  matter  of  fact,  as  regards  the 
management  of  our  railways,  that  from  time 
to  time  offers  are  made  to  the  railway  offi- 
cials of  New  Zealand  to  go  over  to  the  other 
colonies  at  largely  increased  salaries.  It  is 
not  long  since  that  a  gentleman  happened  to 
be  visiting  a  colony,  one  of  the  largest  of  the 
whole,  on  leave  of  absence  from  our  railway 
department,  and  he  was,  so  to  speak,  caught  up 
by  the  Government  and  prevailed  upon  to  remain 
there  to  make  examinations  and  reports ;  and 
the  Oovemment  had  to  extend  his  leave,  I 
think,  three  times  to  oblige  the  Government  of 
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that  neighbonring  colony.  We  might  pay  a 
much  larger  sum,  in  my  opinion,  and  not  get 
better  men  than  we  have  now.  As  I  have 
spoken  so  favourably  of  Mr.  Iilaxwell,  I  wish  to 
say,  also  as  regards  Mr.  Hanney,  I  believe  you 
might  go  a  long  way  and  pay  a  great  deal  more 
money  than  he  receives  and  not  get  a  better 
man.    Sir,  I  shall  not  refer  to  many  of  the 

r>ints  which  can  be  discussed  in  Committee, 
will  terminate  my  remarks  by  saying  that  I 
have  made  these  criticisms  not  at  all  in  a 
hostile  spirit.  On  the  contrary,  as  I  said,  I 
shall  not  oppose  the  Bill.  I  recognise  that  if 
I  had  not  changed  my  opinion  considerably  I 
ought  to  support  the  Bill.  I  have  changed  my 
opinions,  so  that  I  do  not  feel  certain  that  I 
should  vote  for  the  policy  of  the  measure,  but 
certainly  I  shall  not  oppose  it ;  and  I  say  that 
advantage  will  arise  from  discussing  the  Bill 
both  in  the  House  and  in  Committee,  even 
should  it  not  be  considered  desirable  to  press 
it  to  a  conclusion  this  session.  Therefore, 
Sir,  I  hope  the  Oovemment  will  not  con- 
sider that  I  have  offered  these  remarks  in 
any  hostile  spirit,  and  will  not  consider  them- 
selves debarred  from  agreeing  with  them  to 
such  an  extent  as  they  may  be  able  to  concur 
with  them.  This  is  a  large  question,  and 
it  would  be  a  wrong  and  a  shameful  thing 
if  we  could  not,  for  the  sake  of  the  country, 
discuss  such  a  matter  as  this  without  allowing 
any  party  feeling  to  have  place  in  the  dis- 
cussion. 

Sir  J.  HALL. — I  quite  echo  the  sentiment 
which  has  just  fallen  from  the  honourable 
gentleman  opposite,  that  this  is  a  question 
which  we  should  endeavour  to  approach  entirely 
free  from  any  party  feeling,  and  I,  for  one,  quite 
recognise  that  the  honourable  gentleman  ap- 
pears to  have  done  that.  Although  I  may  not 
agree  in  all  that  he  has  stated,  I  quite  believe 
that  he  has  been  animated  by  a  wish  to  put 
before  the  country  a  proposition  which  he  be- 
lieves will  be  beneficial,  irrespective  of  party 
bearing.  Like  the  honourable  gentleman  who 
introduced  the  Bill,  I  am  a  convert  to  the 
principle  which  it  embodies.  I  have  taken  a 
great  deal  of  interest  for  a  long  time  in  the 
question  of  railway-management,  and  I  have 
been,  as  Minister  in  charge  of  that  department, 
concerned  in  the  working  of  the  system.  For 
many  years,  although  I  was  conscious  of  the 
evils  of  the  present  system,  I  could  not  see  my 
way  through  the  difficulties  which  appeared  to 
me  to  surround  the  management  of  railways  by 
one  non-political  Board.  Those  difficulties — 
arising  chiefly  out  of  the  peculiar  manner  in 
which  this  colony  is  settled,  and  the  extent  to 
which  its  various  settlements  are  isolated  from 
each  other — ^no  doubt  surround  the  question  of 
railway-management ;  but  as  time  has  gone  on 
the  difficulties  of  the  present  system  have  con- 
tinued in  spite  of  the  earnestness  and  ability  of 
the  gentlemen  who  have  had  charge  of  our 
railways ;  and  I  am  very  glad  to  be  able  to  add 
my  tribute  to  those  which  have  been  paid  to 
the  ability  and  zeal  of  those  gentlemen.  I  say, 
as  time  has  gone  on,  the  evils  arising  from 
political  influence  and  constant  political  pres- 
8ir  J.  Vogel 


sure  have  not  only  not  diminished,  but  have 
gone  on  increasing.  Whether  in  this  House  or 
out  of  it,  that  pressure  is  now  so  strong  as  very 
largely  to  interfere  with  the  proper  working 
of  the  system,  and  to  very  largely  interfere,  I 
may  say,  with  the  discipline  of  the  department. 
That  pressure  is  felt  not  only  in  this  House, 
but  during  the  elections.  I  suppose  that  almost 
any  member  who  has  in  his  constituency  a 
large  number  of  railway  employes  will  admit 
that  he  is  very  strongly  urged,  when  he  comes 
here,  to  advocate  their  interests. 

An  Hon.  Membeb. — No. 

Sir  7.  HALL. — Well,  that  is  my  opinion ;  and 
if  he  is  supposed  to  be  hostile  to  the,  interests 
of  the  railway  employes  they  will  exercise  a 
very  considerable  influence  against  him  at  his 
election.    I  think  that  will  not  be  denied.   Now, 
that  is  a  very  undesirable  state  of  things.   Then, 
wo  see  a  reflection  of  that  in  this  House.     The 
Order  Paper  this  session   must  render  it  im- 
possible for  anybody  to  deny  that  an  amount 
of  political  pressure  is  brought  to  bear  upon  the 
Oovemment  with  regard  to  the  treatment  of 
these  employ6s,  and  with  regard  to  rates,  and 
with  regard  to  concessions,  sometimes  reason- 
able and  sometimes  unreasonable,  which  it  is 
very  desirable  we  should  get  rid  of.    Continued 
observation  of  this  fact  has  led  me  to  the  con- 
clusion that  it  is  most  desirable  wo  should  tiy 
to  have  what  I  would  call  an  independent  sys- 
tem of  management — a  system  which  shall 
be,  to  a  large  extent,  independent  of  political 
pressure.     I  had  an  opx>ortunity  a  short  time 
ago,  when  travelling  in  Australia,  of  inquiring 
into  the  working  of  the  Victorian  system,  and 
I  must  say,  in  opposition  to  what  has  fallen 
from  the  lost  speeucer,  that  I  did  not  find  that 
system  to  be,  as  he  says,  unpopular.    On  the 
contrary,  whether  you  judge  from  what  takes 
place  in  Parliament,  where  all  classes  are  re- 
presented, or  whether  you  gather  the  opinions 
of  commercial  men,  I  affirm,  without  fear  of 
contradiction,  that  the  system  is  exceedingly 
popular,  that  it  gives  almost  universal  satisfac- 
tion.   Although  there  are  one  or  two  men  in  the 
Victorian  Parliament  who  rail  at  the  Railway 
Commissioners,  as,  no  doubt,  we  shall   have 
here,  still  they  meet  with  no  support  and  no 
general  sympathy.    Both  with  the  commercial 
community  and  m  that  body  which  represents 
the  coimtry  at  large  the  system  gives  very  great 
satisfaction,  and  no  proposal  to  interfere  with 
it  would  be  considered  for  a  moment.    Several 
difficulties  hod  suggested  themselves  to  me  in 
the   working-out  of  this   system,  and  I   was 
glad  therefore  of  an  opportunity  of  a  conversa- 
tion with  Mr.  Speight,  the  Cliief  Commissioner, 
and  explained  to  bim  the  difficulties  which  had 
occurred  to  me,  and  I  found  that  in  practice 
there  were  really  no  difficulties  at  all.     He  is 
not,  as  has  been  stated,  dissatisfied  with  his 
position ;  on  the  contrary  he  is  satisfied  with 
it,  and  quite  proud  of  its  results.    He   men- 
tioned one  circumstance  which  I  think  ought 
to  be  known, — that  during  the  last  year  the 
gross  return  from  the  Victorian  railways  had 
increased  by  £500,000,    and   the  working-ex- 
penses were  only  SO  x>er  cent.    That,  I  think. 
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is  a  tribute  to  the  management  of  the  Vic- 
torian railways  by  a  non-political  Boaid. 
Then,  passing  on  to  New  South  Wales,  I  found 
there  the  state  of  things  which  hae  been  al- 
luded to  during  the  present  debate.  Political 
influence  has  brought  about  mismanagement, 
extravagance,  and  miserable  returns,  as  it  had 
done  in  Victoria,  and  the  public  there  were 
almost  unanimously  in  favour  of  the  measure 
which  is  now  being  passed  by  the  New  South 
Wales  Qovemment  to  place  their  railways 
under  a  non-political  Board.  The  proposal  has 
also  been  made  in  South  Australia.  Therefore, 
if  we  are  at  all  to  be  guided  by  the  experience 
of  the  neighbouring  colonies,  I  say  that  that 
experience  is  in  favour  of  the  establishment  of 
the  system  now  proposed  by  the  Government. 
The  late  Minister  for  Public  Works,  whose 
speech  on  the  subject  I  think  must  have  given 
pleasure  to  every  member  of  the  House,  went 
cordially  into  the  merits  of  the  case,  and  he,  I 
was  very  glad  to  find,  will  support  this  mea- 
soro.  I  think  he  suggested  that  there  might 
be  a  difficulty  if  we  had  only  one  Board.  I 
thought  BO  at  one  time ;  but  the  experience 
of  the  last  few  years  has  shown,  at  any  rate, 
that  it  is  not  the  question  of  one  central 
system  of  management  that  is  oiu  difficulty. 
The  difficulty  is  that  that  managing  body  is 
to  liable  to.  political  pressure.  Then,  Sir, 
the  honourable  gentleman  has  contended  that 
five  years  is  too  long  a  term  for  which  to  ap- 
point these  Commissioners.  I  venture  to  think 
that  five  years  is  not  long  enough.  The 
whole  success  of  your  scheme,  I  think,  will 
depend  on  the  person  you  get  to  work  it. 
If  you  get  a  thoroughly  good  man  I  believe 
you  may  be  successful,  but  if  you  do  not 
you  will  not  succeed.  Now,  to  get  a  man 
of  high  standing,  ability,  and  experience  to 
come  out  from  Bngland,  you  must  oHer  him 
very  considerable  inducements,  and  it  is  not 
likely  that  a  person  occupying  a  good  position 
as  a  manager  of  railways  will  come  out  for  a 
shorter  engagement  than  five  years.  I  doubt 
whether  you  would  get  one  for  that  term, 
and  therefore  I  was  glad  to  hear  the  Minister 
for  Public  Works  propose  to  increase  it  to 
•even.  The  honourable  member  for  Fonsonby 
spoke  as  if  the  introduction  of  this  system 
necessarily  involved  the  question  of  diileren- 
Hal  rates.  I  think  it  has  nothing  whatever 
to  do  with  that  question.  It  is  quite  com- 
petent for  this  House  to  lay  down  a  broad 
general  principle  on  which  this  Board  shall 
manage  the  railways.  It  does  not  follow  that 
they  are  to  manage  them  merely  with  a  view  to 
profit,  and  to  neglect  the  development  of  the 
resources  of  the  country.  I  think  that  would 
be  a  great  mistake.  But,  on  the  other  hand, 
I  think  one  honourable  gentleman  made  a  very 
extraordinary  mistake  when  he  suggested,  as 
-one  of  the  evils  that  would  result  from  putting 
these  railways  imder  the  management  of  a 
noo-political  Board,  that  that  might  injure  the 
harbours  which  had  been  constructed  at  very 
-oonsiderable  expense.  What  does  that  matter  ? 
The  people  of  New  Zealand  wore  not  mode  for 
ihe  harbours ;  the  harboius  were  made  for  the 


people ;  and  if  we  can,  by  any  proper  adjust- 
ment of  our  system,  transfer  the  produce  that 
is  exported  more  cheaply  by  mesuis  of  our  rail- 
ways than  by  our  harbours,  I  say  let  the  har- 
bours go.  It  is  the  interests  of  the  producers 
we  have  to  consult ;  and,  if  these  can  be  better 
consulted  by  carrying  their  produce  by  rail, 
let  the  goods  be  so  carried.  With  regard 
to  the  same  honourable  gentleman's  state- 
ment that  the  appointment  of  this  Board 
would  have,  for  one  of  its  results,  the  fixing 
of  high  rates  of  salary,  I  think  that  is  purely 
imaginary.  If  they  do  anything  of  that 
kind,  the  estimates  will  come  under  our  re- 
vision every  year  ;  and,  although  we  shall 
not  vote  the  details,  still  that  will  be  an  oppor- 
tunity when  the  opinion  of  the  House  can  be 
expressed  in  the  manner  it  thiuks  proper  to 
do.  I  cannot  help  saying  that  I  differ  from  the 
honourable  member  for  Hawke's  Bay  as  to  the 
small  traffic  on  our  New  Zealand  railways  not 
being  at  all  owing  to  want  of  money.  His  part 
of  the  country  must  be  very  fortunate.  I  know 
that  in  our  part  of  the  country  it  is  the 
hard  times  that  have  diminished  the  traffic, 
and  I  believe  that  if  we  could  consistently  re- 
duce the  rates  there  would  be  a  very  large  in- 
crease of  traffic.  With  regard  to  the  Bill  itself 
I  do  not  agree  with  the  whole  of  it.  I  would 
only  now  refer  to  one  point,  which  I  am  sorry 
to  see  in  the  Bill,  and  that  is  the  proposal  of 
the  Government  to  intrust  the  construction  of 
railways  to  this  Board.  It  is  true  that  it 
rests  with  the  Government  to  say  whether  that 
power  shall  be  intrusted  to  the  Commissioners 
or  not ;  but  t  must  say,  to  commence  with, 
that  I  would  rather  not  see  that  in  the  Bill. 
You  may  get  men  exceedingly  well  quali- 
fied to  manage  railways  when  they  are  made — 
that  requires  one  set  of  qualifications ;  but  to 
decide  where  and  how  railways  shall  be  con- 
structed requires  different  qualifications  alto- 
gether. And  I  think,  for  that  reason,  and  also 
believing  that  in  the  first  instance  it  is  un- 
desirable to  hamper  this  new  Board  with  too 
many  duties,  I  should  prefer  not  to  see  this  in 
the  Bill.  There  is  one  other  objection,  which 
may  appear  to  be  a  trifiing  one,  I  was  sorry  to 
see  in  the  Bill — that  the  Commissioners  should 
have  power  to  issue  licenses  for  the  sale  of 
spirits  at  railway-stations,  and  that  the  fees 
to  be  paid  should  become  railway  revenug. 
This  is  rather  an  inducement  to  extend  the  sale 
of  spirits  at  railway-stations  to  a  much  greater 
extent  than  there  is  any  necessity  for.  I  men- 
tion this  in  the  hope  that  the  Minister  for 
Public  Works  may  consider  it  when  we  go 
into  Committee,  In  conclusion,  I  can  only  say 
that  this  Bill  is  an  experiment,  no  doubt.  I  do 
not  suppose  my  honourable  friend  can  say  more 
than  that ;  but  I  am  very  glad  that  the  Govern- 
ment have  had  the  courage  to  bring  it  forward. 
I  do  not  agree  with  those  honourable  members 
who  say,  "  Let  us  read  the  Bill  a  second  time 
and  then  drop  it."  We  have  considered  the 
matter  for  many  years.  It  is  not  a  new  sub- 
ject. Opinion  on  the  subject  has  gradually 
grown,  until  I  believe  now  there  is  a  very 
large  preponderance  of  feeling  and  opinion  iu 
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favour  of  the  establishment  of  this  system.  I 
hope,  therefore,  that  m;  honourable  friend  will 
go  on  with  the  Bill  and  carry  it  suooessfuUy 
through ;  and  the  Government  will  have  my 
very  best  support  in  doing  so. 

Dr.  HODGKINSON.— I  have  very  little  to 
say  with  regard  to  this  Bill,  and  what  little  I 
have  to  say  I  am  well  aware  will  not  be  well 
received.  With  regard  to  the  Bill,  I  am  quite 
willing  to  vote  for  the  second  reading,  and  to 
see  it  come  into  operation,  though  I  have  no 
faith  in  it  as  a  satisfactory  solution  of  the  diffi- 
culties under  which  the  colony  now  labours.  I 
believe  the  only  satisfactory  solution  would  be 
to  sell  the  railways,  and  so  get  rid  of  the 
political  influence  and  jobbery  that  are  continu- 
ally going  on  in  connection  with  these  rail- 
ways. I  do  not  intend  to  discuss  the  Bill.  I 
can  only  say  that  1  think  it  will  only  very  par- 
tially effect  the  object  aimed  at — that  is,  to 
prevent  the  exercise  of  political  influence.  It 
might  prevent  it  in  the  management  of  the 
railways  already  made,  but  not  those  to  be 
constructed,  if  any  more  are  constructed.  I 
sincerely  hope  that  no  more  will  be  constructed 
by  the  Government  out  of  loans.  In  fact,  I 
think  that  will  almost  be  impossible.  I  believe 
that  if  the  matter  were  fairly  looked  into  the 
colony  is  at  this  time  on  the  very  brink  of 
bankruptcy. — (Oh  I) — Those  honourable  mem- 
bers who  say  "  Oh  t  "  will  have  to  say  "  Oh  I  " 
in  a  few  years  more.  It  is  a  fact  that  for 
many  years  the  colony  has  paid  its  way  out  of 
capital,  not  out  of  income.  We  have  now 
arrived  at  a  most  alarming  stage.  The  interest 
paid  every  year  on  the  colonial  debt  is,  in 
round  numbers,  £1,800,000;  and  if  this  were 
paid  in  wheat  it  would  require  nearly  fifteen 
million  bushels — three  times  the  gross  produce 
of  the  whole  colony ;  or,  if  in  frozen  sheep,  it 
would  require  5,400,000  fat  sheep,  at  6s.  8d. 
each.  How  is  that  to  be  continued  ?  It  is  all 
very  fine  to  talk  of  the  inexhaustible  resources 
of  the  colony,  and  of  our  valuable  assets  in 
the  shape  of  railways  ;  but  our  railways  are 
nothing  more  than  a  white  elephant,  and  will 
be  a  white  elephant  so  long  as  they  are  in 
thehands  of  the  Government.  I  am  well  aware 
that  these  opinions  do  not  correspond  with 
the  communistic  views  of  many  members  in 
this  House.  But,  Sir,  we  have  only  to  look 
around  and  see  the  results  of  their  administra- 
tion for  the  last  seventeen  years;  and  where 
have  they  landed  us  ?  On  the  verge  of  bank- 
ruptcy, with  one  of  the  most  enormous  debts 
of  any  country  in  the  world,  with  political  cor- 
ruption pervading  the  country,  and  our  finances 
in  a  deplorable  state.  I  do  not  intend  to  press 
any  aj-guments  of  this  sort  upon  unwilling  ears, 
but  I  think  it  incumbent  on  me  to  speak  as  I 
have  done  by  way  of  protest.  Ten  years  ago, 
when  I  was  last  a  member  of  this  House,  I 
gave  expression  to  the  views  I  am  expressing 
to-night,  and  what  has  happened  during  that 
time  has  justified  the  remarks  I  then  m^e  on 
the  subject.  1  think  that,  as  we  go  on,  this 
Bill  may  obtain  some  mitigation,  but  it  will 
be  no  real  solution,  of  our  difiiculties.  We 
shall  get  deeper  and  deeper  in  debt,  and 
Sir  J.  Ball 


the  time  will  very  likely  come  when  our  avail- 
able assets  will  have  to  go  under  the  hammer, 
whether  you  wish  it  or  not.  And,  I  say,  whila 
we  have  some  control  over  our  assets  we  should 
do  what  any  reasonable  man  in  business  would 
do  when  he  found  that  his  business  was  of  an 
unprofitable  nature,  or  that  he  was  not  skilled 
sufficiently  to  make  it  pay.  In  that  cose,  if 
he  met  with  a  purchaser  who  would  give  him 
good  value  for  his  business,  he  would  readily 
sell,  and  would  be  very  foolish  if  he  did  not. 
That  is  what  I  contend  the  colony  should  do 
with  its  railways— sell  them.  That  is  all  I 
have  to  say  on  the  subject. 

Mr.  BLAKE. — It  is  unnecessary  for  me  to 
say  that  I  am  one  of  those  who  happen  to  be 
opposed  to  the  placing  of  our  railways  under 
political  Boards,  for  I  can  see  no  other  term  to 
apply  to  them  as  long  as  these  Boards  ore  ap- 
pointed by  the  Government.  As  in  most  things, 
I  have  no  particular  opposition  to  bring  for- 
ward against  this  Bill,  except  that  I  have  a 
great  objection,  after  spending  so  much  money 
on  our  railways,  to  handing  them  over  to  mere 
strangers,  who  possibly  might  make  ducks  and 
drakes  of  the  money.  As  far  as  I  con  ascertain, 
we  have  spent  £14,500,000  in  the  construction 
of  our  railways.  I  think  that  constitutes 
one-half  of  our  public-works  debts,  because  any- 
thing over  the  £29,000,000  was  spent  on  the 
Native  war.  So  that,  really,  wo  are  handing 
over  half  our  immense  property,  which  wa 
have  acquired  by  means  of  this  debt,  to  be 
used  by  people  of  whom  we  shall  probably 
know  very  little.  I  have  listened  to-night  and 
heard  a  great  deal  more  said  about  the  Vic- 
torian railways  than  about  the  New  Zealand 
railways ;  but  this  Bill  is  intended  to  deal 
with  the  New  Zealand  railways.  I  do  not 
know  whether  many  honourable  gentlemen  are 
acquainted  with  the  difference  between  the 
Victorian  railways  and  the  New  Zealand  rail- 
ways. If  I  recollect  rightly,  when  we  under- 
took the  construction  of  railways  in  this  coun- 
try in  1870,  we  determined  that  our  railways 
were  not  to  cost  more  than  £4,000  or  £5,000 
a  mile  for  construction,  and  some  £2,500  for 
rolling-stock;  and  that  is  about  what  we  have 
expended  on  them,  for  we  have  constructed . 
some  1,750  miles  of  railway  at  a  cost  of 
£14,500,000,  which  gives  about  the  cost  per  mile 
I  have  mentioned.  But  what  is  the  case  with 
regard  to  the  Victorian  railways  ?  The  first 
contract  for  railway-construction  from  Mel- 
bourne to  Sandhurst  was  let  to  the  firm  of 
Cornish  and  Bruce  at  the  rate  of  £32,000  a  mile 
— or  four  millions ;  and  I  cannot  see  how  you 
can  draw  a  comparison  between  railways  cost- 
ing over  £.30,000  a  mile  and  railways  costing 
£5,000  a  mile.  Then,  again,  when  we  started 
our  railways  we  were  content  to  have  a  speed 
of  fifteen  or  sixteen  miles  on  hour ;  bat 
now  we  have  changed  that :  we  have  put 
on  stronger  engines,  and  we  are  not  content 
unless  we  are  running  at  about  double  that 
rate  of  speed.  Those  who  are  acquainted  with 
the  working  of  railways  will  know  what  that 
means,  and  that  it  entails  a  much  greater  cost 
in  the  maintenance  of  our  railways.    One  rea- 
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■on  -Why  they  do  not  pay,  and  especially  in 
Ganterbnzy,  is  that  when  they  were  con- 
structed yre  had  no  idea  that  the  piioe  of  pro- 
dace  would  fall  BQ  low  as  it  has  done.  I  know 
that  it  was  calculated  that  we  should  never 
got  less  than  4s.  a  bushel  for  our  wheat, — and 
that  would  pay ;  but  time  has  shown  that  we 
are  getting  much  less,  and  our  produce  does 
not  pay,  and  therefore  our  railways  do  not  pay. 
Another  reason  is  that  we  have  constructed  so 
many  lines  that  cannot  pay,  no  matter  how 
they  are  managed.  Political  pressure  has  been 
brought  to  bear  on  various  Governments  to 
construct  railways  in  all  directions  different 
from  those  which  were  first  intended.  The 
first  proposition  was  that  we  should  only  con- 
struct the  trunk  lines  of  railway,  and  it  was 
calculated  that  they  would  pay  at  the  rate  of 
4  per  cent,  on  the  money  that  they  cost,  but 
the  political  pressure  which  was  brought  to 
bear  on  the  various  Governments  led  to  the 
construction  of  railways  that  could  never  pos- 
sibly pay.  It  is  useless  to  grumble  at  that  now, 
but  it  is  well  to  mention  it  so  that  those  who 
are  supporting  this  proposal  may  show  how  it 
will  pay.  We  know  that  there  ore  1,200  miles  of 
railway  from  Hurunui  to  the  Bluff,  of  which  800 
miles  are  main  line,  and  400  miles  are  branch 
lines.  We  get  a  return  of  £2  ISs.  per  cent,  from 
the  whole  system  of  1,200  miles  ;  and  400  miles 
of  that  costs  more  money  to  work  than  it 
letnms.  That  causes  a  dead  loss  on  the  800 
miles,  or  they  would  be  returning  £3  12s.  6d., 
or  £3  15s.  per  cent,  interest  on  the  money  ex- 
pended on  them.  That  will  show  the  fallacy 
of  constructing  these  branch  lines,  and  working 
them  as  they  are  being  worked.  If  a  system 
oould  be  proposed  for  working  main  lines,  or 
any  lines  which  would  pay  over  2  per  cent., 
and  if  the  branch  lines  were  worked  differently, 
our  railways  would  pay.  I  have  no  hesitation 
in  saying  that  not  more  than  two  or  three 
branch  lines  in  the  South  Island  should  be 
worked  by  stoam.  If  they  were  let  to  people  in 
the  district  as  iron  tramways,  to  be  worked 
with  horses,  they  would  act  as  feeders  to  the 
railways ;  they  would  not  fall  into  decay,  be- 
cause of  the  way  they  would  be  worked ;  and 
there  wonld  be  nothing  to  pay  for  clearing  off 
the  grass  for  fear  of  fire.  I  am  quite  sure  if 
you  worked  these  branch  lines  as  iron  tram- 
ways you  would  find  that  system  much  better, 
and  that  it  would  give  far  more  satisfaction  to 
the  country.  No  doubt  it  would  cause  the  dis- 
charge of  the  servants  who  are  now  employed 
on  £em,  but  it  would  give  employment  to 
others ;  and  that  is  the  only  way  to  moke 
them  pay.  Then  let  us  come  farther  north. 
Take,  for  instance,  the  Picton  line,  which  is 
paying  lid.  per  cent.  I  am  sure  a  man  and 
horse  could  take  all  the  goods  that  are  sent  on 
that  line.  Again,  in  Nelson  the  line  is  paying 
only  £1  Is.  6d.  per  cent. :  that  might  be  worked 
just  the  same.  In  the  North  Island  there  ore 
two  railways  that  are  paying  over  2  per  cent. — 
the  Wellington  line,  which  pays  £2  5s.,  and  the 
Napier  line,  which  pays  £3  14s.  6d. ;  but  what 
are  we  to  say  of  the  Wanganui  line,  which  only 
pays  10s.  ?    I  say  that,  no  matter  what  men  you 


put  to  manage  those  lines,  if  there  is  no  more 
traffic  on  them  they  will  never  pay  the  interest 
on  their  cost.  The  loss  we  are  now  sustain-, 
ing  on  our  railways  is  at  the  rale  of  £300,000 
a  year;  for,  although  we  talk  of  giving  4  per 
cent,  on  the  £14,500,000,  we  lose  in  other  ways 
^  per  cent.  The  returns  from  our  railways  last 
year  were  something  under  £300,000.  Like 
the  honourable  member  for  Fonsonby,  I  do  not 
say  that  they  should  pay  full  interest ;  but  I 
think  that  with  renonable  management  they 
might  be  made  to  pay  3  per  cent.,  and  that 
would  be  a  hundred  thousand  pounds  a  year 
more  than  they  are  returning  at  present.  I  do 
not  wish  to  Cake  up  the  time  of  the  House,  and 
I  merely  mention  these  matters  to  show  that  if 
the  Minister  for  Public  Works  would  take  the 
matter  in  hand  with  a  strong  gra.sp  he  covdd 
see  his  way  to  alter  the  whole  position  without 
having  recourse  to  this  measure.  I  must  say 
I  am  opposed  to  handing  over  property  which 
has  cost  us  £14,500,000  to  persons  whom  we  do 
not  know,  because  I  have  seen  so  many  things 
in  the  various  colonies  that  I  feci  certain  it 
will  be  impossible  to  get  three  or  four  or 
five  men  to  manage  the  railways  who  will  not 
in  some  way  be  under  pressure,  either  from 
banks,  or  from  loan  companies,  or  political  pres- 
sure at  any  rate,  if  they  are  not  very  different 
from  any  men  I  have  met  in  New  Zealand.  I 
am  not  in  favour  of  our  railways  being  put 
under  a  Board :  not  that  I  havo  any  particular 
reason  for  saying  so,  but  that  I  am  sure  it  will 
not  be  a  better  system.  This  I  may  say :  that 
whenever  anything  new  is  proposed  in  New 
Zealand  every  one  jumps  at  it,  and,  as  this  is  a 
new  proposal,  every  one  seems  inclined  to  jump 
at  it.  That  there  is  no  comparison  between 
the  geographical  position  of  our  railways  and 
those  of  Victoria  any  one  who  considers  the 
matter  must  see.  We  have  not  more  than 
eighty  miles  of  railway  in  any  one  place  in  a 
straight  line,  so  that  we  are  always  loading  and 
unloading  ;  and  we  have  so  many  interests  that 
it  is  almost  impossible  for  any  man  to  grasp  the 
management  of  the  whole  under  a  considerable 
time.  We  have  had  our  own  servants  managing 
these  railways  since  1870,  and  surely  they 
must  know  what  ought  to  be  done  much  better 
than  strangers  can,  and  for  that  reason  I  say 
we  should  not  take  tliis  leap  in  the  dark,  for  it 
is  a  leap  in  the  dark  when  we  hand  over  pro- 
perty which  has  cost  us  so  much  to  strangers. 
If  the  scheme  must  be  tried,  try  it  first  on  a 
small  scale  in  one  part  of  the  colony,  and  let 
us  see  then  whether  it  will  pay.  It  might  very 
well  be  tried  in  the  North  Island,  and  then  jf 
any  one  can  make  the  railways  there  pay  3  per 
cent,  it  will  be  time  enough  to  go  across  the 
Strait.  The  trade  of  the  country  is  not  suf- 
ficient  to  make  the  railways  pay  unless  you 
put  on  heavy  rates,  and  then  people  do  not 
travel  as  they  used  to  do.  You  will  see  by  the 
returns  that  the  only  railways  that  pay  are  two 
small  coalfields  lines  and  the  Napier  line. 
Then,  there  is  a  million  and  three  quarters 
which  has  been  expended  on  the  Auckland 
line,  on  which  we  are  losing  some  3  per  cent., 
which  is  some  £600,000  a  year ;  and  then  thero 
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is  the  Wanganui  lino.  Xn  toot,  as  nearly  as  I 
ctkD  see,  the  losses  amount  in  the  North  Island 
to  about  £140,000,  and  in  the  South  Island  to 
£170,000  a  year.  I  really  think  that  if  the 
matter  were  kept  in  band  by  tbe  Government 
themeelves,  and  properly  managed,  it  would  be 
far  better ;  and,  although  I  may  not  vote  against 
the  second  reading  of  the  Bill,  I  hope  that 
when  it  goes  into  Committee  I  shall  oe  able 
to  make  some  proposals  which  possibly  may  be 
put  into  practice. 

Mr.  M.  J.  S.  MACKENZIE.— Sir,  I  almost 
entirely  agree  with  the  honourable  gentleman 
who  has  just  sat  down,  as  I  also  do  with  the 
honourable  member  for  Hawke's  Bay,  who 
spoke  in  somewhat  the  same  strain.  If  this 
question  were  one  of  detail — some  variation  in 
the  management  of  our  railways — I  might  pos- 
sibly support  it ;  but  I  intend  to  oppose  it  on 
the  second  reading,  because  I  believe  that  the 
principle  on  which  the  Bill  is  founded  is  an 
entirely  erroneous  one.  What  is  wanted  to 
make  our  railways  profitable  is  not  a  change 
in  management.  I  am  one  of  those  who, 
although  thoy  may  be  in  a  minority  now,  think 
that  the  railways  in  New  Zealand  are  now, 
and  have  for  some  years  past  been,  very  well 
managed  indeed ;  and  the  immunity  from  acci- 
dent goes  a  long  way  to  induce  in  me  that 
belief.  At  the  same  time  wo  are  perfectly 
conscious  that  there  is  Homething  wrong.  The 
universal  dissatisfaction  expressed  about  our 
railways  is  but  an  admission  of  the  fact ;  and 
the  question  is.  What  is  it  that  is  wrong  7  It  is, 
perhaps,  natural  for  us  to  blame  the  manage- 
ment, and  to  pour  the  vials  of  our  wrath  on 
the  head  of  the  General  Manager;  bat  any 
one  who  carefully  studies  the  facts  will  come 
to  tbe  conclusion  that  it  is  something  else — 
something  quite  different.  Briefly  stated  it  is 
this:  that  railway -construction  in  New  Zea- 
land has  outrun  the  population.  When  my 
honourable  friend  the  member  for  Hawke's 
Bay  gave  statistics  and  facta  in  support  of  that 
view  ho  did  not  give  all  that  might  be  adduced 
in  support  of  it.  First  of  all,  let  me  say  that, 
by  a  curious  coincidence,  we  have  about  the 
same  mileage  here  in  New  Zealand  as  they  have 
in  Victoria  and  Now  South  Wales.  We  have 
1,727  miles,  and  there  are  seventeen  hundred 
odd  miles  in  these  other  colonies.  The  Vic- 
torian railways  pay  4}  per  cent.,  and  the  New 
South  Wales  railways  pay  IJ  per  cent.,  both 
colonics  having  double  the  population  that  we 
have ;  and  ours  pay  £2  2s.  per  cent.  That  is  to 
say,  they  have  both  over  a  million  of  inhabi- 
tuits,  whereas  we  have  only  a  little  over  half  a 
million ;  and  our  railways  pay  half,  or  a  little 
over  half,  the  interest  that  their  railways  do, 
which  is  exactly  what  might  bo  expected  with 
half  the  population.  We  have  half  the  popula- 
tion, and  half  the  profit  on  our  railways ;  they 
have  double  tho  population  in  both  instances, 
and  almost  double  the  profits  we  have.  If 
these  facts  are  not  entirely  conclusive,  they 
go  a  long  way  towards  proving  that  our 
railways  have  outgrown  our  population.  It 
is  alike  natural  and  logical  to  suppose  they 
have.     A    railway  is  exactly  like  any   other 


trading  concern.  Yon  may  stock  a  shop  to 
the  very  doors  with  the  host  possible  kinds  of 
goods,  and  have  the  best  possible  managemont, 
but  if  there  are  not  the  customers  it  is  not  pos- 
sible for  the  shop  to  pay.  It  is  tho  same  with 
building  in  a  town :  it  is  a  monstrous  assump- 
tion that  people  would  go  on  building  for  ever 
if  there  were  not  the  population  to  occupy  tho 
houses  put  up.  As  soon  as  the  thing  ceased  to 
pay  they  would  stop  building.  So  it  is  with 
New  Zealand  in  the  matter  of  our  railways ; 
and,  regarding  them  as  profitable  concerns — 
for  I  am  not  now  considering  the  making  of 
railways  for  the  indirect  advantages  arising 
from  them — ^judging  the  matter  only  from  the 
profit  standpoint,  the  increase  of  population 
has  not  kept  pace  with  our  railway-construc- 
tion, and  therefore  there  cannot  be  a  profit  from 
the  concern.  There  is  some  limit  which  checks 
private  individuals  and  causes  them  to  pull  np 
when  the  paying  point  has  been  reached  ;  but 
we  in  this  colony  have  been  building  railways 
and  disregarding  the  profit-and-loss  question, 
because  we  have  been  drawing  on  a  fund  which 
does  not  depend  upon  the  energies  and  self- 
denial  of  the  people  —  the  loan  fund.  The 
means  of  getting  the  money  have  been  easy, 
wo  have  got  it,  and  we  have  spent  it.  Wa . 
have  gone  on  increasing  our  mileage  of  rail- 
ways year  after  year,  while  the  population  has 
remained  for  several  years  almost  stationary. 
If  anything  else  was  wanted  to  prove  that  state- 
ment correct,  it  is  supplied  in  figures  somewhat 
similar  to  those  given  by  tho  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Hawke's  Bay.  The  honourable  gentle- 
man did  not  go  as  for  as  he  might  have  done 
in  the  matter ;  he  gave  the  figures  from  1885, 
but  if  you  go  a  year  or  two  further  back  you 
wilt  find  the  facts  are  very  remarkable,  and 
well  worthy  the  attention  of  the  House.  Here 
are  a  few  figures  showing  the  total  mileago  of 
the  open  lines  in  the  cblony  during  the  post 
few  years,  and  the  net  return  per  cent,  on  the 
capital  cost : — 


Year. 

Mile&se 
open. 

Rate  per  cent, 
earned. 

£  S.  d. 

1881  . . 

1277 

3  8  3 

1882  . . 

1819 

3  7  8 

1883  . . 

1358 

3  3  2 

1884  . . 

1396 

2  9  11 

ias5  .. 

1477 

2  15  4 

1886  .. 

1613 

2  13  0 

1887  .. 

1727 

2  2  3 

That  condition  of  affairs  is  not  duo  to  hard 
times.  In  1881  tho  excess  of  revenue  over 
working  expenses  was  £814,497,  and  in  1877  it 
had  gone  down  to  £299,696 :  that  is  to  say,  vro 
had  constructed  in  the  interval  450  miles  of 
railway,  in  order  to  make  a  loss  of  £15,000. 
It  is  impossible  to  conceive  that  the  hard 
times  can  account  for  anything  of  this  sort. 
There  can  be  no  doubt  whatever  that,  if  we 
want  to  improve  the  condition  of  our  railways 
and  make  ihem  profitable,  the  only  way  is  to 
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cease  railtray-eonstruction,  or  to  constmct  at  a 
Ter;  much  lessened  rate  of  speed,  and  allow 
the  population  to  increase  in  the  meantime  ; 
bat  to  go  on  continuing  expenditure  on  lines 
which,  when  constructed,  can  only  lessen  the 
profit  from  our  railways  is  precisely  the  very 
thing  which  prevents  oar  population  from 
growing.  Our  indebtedness  repels  immigration. 
The  honourable  member  for  Selwyn  gave  us  the 
issults  of  some  inquiries  of  his  in  Victoria, 
and,  no  doubt,  they  were  very  careful  in- 
qniries;  but  it  was  a  rather  cool  assumption 
by  the  honourable  gentleman,  when  speaking 
of  the  increased  return  from  the  Victorian 
lailways,  to  ignore  wholly  the  increase  of  popu- 
lation and  trade  in  that  prosperous  colony, 
and  to  attribute  all  to  the  fact  that  a  Board 
had  been  established  to  manage  the  railways. 
Asa  matter  of  fact  they  were  paying  interest 
OD  their  cost  before  the  Board  was  established. 

Mr.  FERGUS.— No ;  nothing  near  it. 

Mr.  M.  J.  S.  MACKENZIE.— It  is  very  easy 
to  say  "  No."  The  habit  of  contradiction  is 
so  ingrained  in  some  honourable  members 
that  they  would,  I  l>elie\-e,  call  out  "  No  "  if 
the  question  before  the  House  were  the  salva- 
tion of  their  own  souls.  I  know  what  Iliave 
•aid  is  the  fact,  for  I  have  got  the  figures 
ftom  the  Victorian  Blue  Boo];s,  and  I  have 
seen  the  comments  of  the  Victorian  Press  on 
them.  If  they  did  not  then  pay  so  well  as 
BOW,  they  paid  well  enough  to  show  that  it  is 
not  the  Board  which  has  made  the  difference  ; 
bat  the  fact  is  that  the  trade  of  Victoria,  which 
ii  a  prosperous  colony,,  has  enormously  in- 
creased. When  there  has  been  a  large  increase 
of  population  and  trade  it  is  preposterous  to 
■ay  that  all  the  increase  of  traffic  has  been  due 
to  the  fact  that  the  railways  have  been  managed 
by  a  Board,  or,  rather,  by  the  General  Manager 
with  a  Board  as  an  appendage.  If  I  am  right 
in  these  premisses,  I  think  it  would  be  a  very 
great  mistake  to  withdraw  the  management  of 
a  huge  department  which  has  cost  some  four- 
teen millions  of  capital  from  the  control  of 
the  Qovemment  and  the  House,  who  ought  to 
be  responsible  for  its  conduct,  and  hand  it  over 
to  a  Board.  We  have  heard  a  great  deal  about 
political  pressure,  and  I  suppose  there  always 
will  bo  political  pressure.  But  it  is  a  mistoke 
to  suppose  that  such  pressure  is  always  exerted 
in  the  wrong  direction.  I  believe  the  politi- 
cal pressure  exercised  on  successive  Govern- 
ments has,  on  the  whole,  done  more  good 
than  harm ;  and  the  opinions  of  a  large  num- 
ber of  individuals,  such  as  the  members  of 
Qiis  House,  on  railway  -  management  ought 
not  to  be  despised  by  any  Government.  I 
believe  that  political  pressure  to  procure  the 
construction  of  railways  is  very  bad,  because 
peisoDS  have  a  very  direct  interest  in  getting 
lines  constructed  in  the  wrong  places.  But 
political  pressure  by  members  of  the  House  as 
to  fates,  freights,  and  other  things  concerning 
management,  I  believe  myself  has  generally 
been  exerted  in  the  right  direction.  But  if  it 
be  the  case  that,  because  a  Qovenmient  has  hod 
political  pressure  brought  to  bear  upon  it  in 
tbe  management  of  a  huge  department  like 


this,  the  control  of  the  department  must  be 
taken  from  it  and  put  under  a  Board,  it  ap- 
pears to  me  to  be  a  most  extraordinary  com- 
mentary on  OUT  system  of  government.  Yoa 
have  only  to  extend  the  argument  to  prove  tb*( 
the  whole  management  of  the  country  should 
be  removed  from  the  Government.  I  could 
understand  a  contention  that,  because  a  Go- 
vernment could  not  properly  manage  the  Rail- 
way Department,  or  any  other  department, 
from  inability  to  resist  pressure,  therefore 
they  should  bo  turned  out;  but  I  cannot  see 
why  it  should  be  a  reason  for  withdrawing  that 
particular  department  from  iti  control.  Sir,  I 
believe  we  are  making  a  mistake  in  this  Bill, 
and  I  intend  to  oppose  it. 

Mr.  STUART-MKNTEATII.— I  regret  that 
so  pronounced  a  Free-trader  as  the  honourable 
member  for  Mount  Ida  should  on  this  occasion 
depart  so  widely  from  a  principle  which  lies  at 
the  very  root  of  Free-trade.  Those  who  sup- 
port this  Bill — and  I  must  say  I  am  one  of 
them — look  forward  to  certaia  results  from  it. 
I  agree  very  largely  with  the  expressions  of 
opinion  that  have  fallen  from  the  honourable 
member  for  Mount  Ida  where  they  relate  to 
railway-construction  in  the  post ;  and  no  doubt 
the  reason  why  our  railways  generally  do 
not  yield  a  largo  return  at  the  present  time 
is  that  they  have  been  pushed  beyond  the 
growth  of  our  population  —  that  is,  no  doubt, 
one  of  the  main  reasons  why  thoy  do  not  pay. 
But  the  question  of  our  railways  paying  the  in- 
terest on  their  cost  is  not  the  only  question  in- 
volved in  this  Bill.  I  have  heard  very  eloquent 
speeches  and  I  have  seen  eloquent  addresses 
in  the  public  prints  from  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Moimt  Ida  in  which  he  declaimed 
against  the  corrupting  influence  of  a  Govern- 
ment being  engaged  in  any  industrial  enter- 
prise. Now,  by  this  Bill  we  aim  at  depriving 
the  Government  of  the  control  of  a  very 
large  industrial  enterprise,  which,  in  this 
country,  must  always  be  more  or  less  asso- 
ciated with  the  commercial  life  and  indus- 
trial life  and  the  social  well-being  of  the  com- 
munity. Why,  throughout  this  country  so 
large  has  grown  the  fungus  growth  of  the  pub- 
lic-works policy  that  the  Government  is  looked 
upon  OS  the  cause  of  all  good,  and  as  able  to  do 
anything  to  make  prosperity.  Everybody  in  the 
country  believes  that  if  the  Government  only 
did  its  duty  wo  ought  ono  and  all  of  us,  from 
the  working-man  to  the  great  landowner,  to  be 
rolling  m  riches  ;  and,  if  it  is  not  so,  that  there 
must  be  something  wrong,  that  there  must  be  a 
screw  loose  in  the  administration  of  our  public 
afiairs.  We  have  come  in  this  country  to  mix 
up  the  cause  of  material  prosperity  with  the 
Government,  whose  functions  ought  to  bo  dis- 
tinctly divorced  from  any  qucatiuus  involving 
pounds,  shillings,  and  pence.  Now,  our  railway 
system,  extending  throughout  the  country,  with 
its  host  of  Civil  servants,  is  simply  one  of  those 
means  through  which  our  Government  is  doing 
that  which  is  destructive  of  individual  inde- 
pendence among  our  New  Zealand  colonists ; 
and,  in  removing  from  the  Government  the 
management  of  that  great  institution,  the  Rail- 
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tray  Depaitment,  we  aie  really  laying  the  axe 
at  the  root  of  a  tree  which,  like  the  upas-tree, 
has  been  poisoning  the  atmosphere  o{  New 
Zealand  for  years  past.  Even  if  the  establish- 
ment of  a  Board — which  I  admit  is  an  experi- 
ment— does  not  increase  the  net  returns  from 
our  railways,  if  it  does  what  we  hope  it  will  in 
other  respects,  it  will  deserve  well  of  the  coun- 
try—  that  is,  if  it  merely  lessens  the  false 
prestige  of  the  Qovemment  in  the  eyes  of 
the  p:ople  of  New  Zealand.  Now,  a  great 
deal  has  been  said  in  this  debate  about  the 
railway  employes ;  and  I  believe,  from  my  own 

fersonal  knowledge  and  from  the  opportunities 
have  had  of  studying  the  question,  that  a 
more  deserving  body  of  men,  individually  and 
collectively,  than  they  are,  it  would  be  hard 
get.  But  why  should  the  railway  employ^  to 
exert  himself?  What  heart  has  he  in  his 
exertions?  Let  us  imagine  a  railway  employ^ 
who  is  really  doing  his  utmost  to  bring  credit 
on  the  department,  and  who  takes  a  personal 
interest  in  the  prosperity  and  well-being  of  the 
railway  service  in  New  Zealand.  What  shocks 
has  he  not  to  encounter  I  Lot  us  suppose  he  is 
connected  with  the  buying  department.  What 
does  he  find  ?  A  certain  number  of  new  loco- 
motives are  required,  and,  because  of  the  pres- 
■are  of  some  large  commercial  firm  which 
exercises  an  influence  on  the  Government 
through  members  of  th'is  House,  the  country, 
mstettd  of  getting  its  engines  for  £1,000  each, 
has  to  give  £1,400  or  £1,500  for  them,  and  then 
they  will  not  be  so  well  put  together,  and  may 
endanger  the  lives  of  passengers  pat  behind 
them.  Now,  that  is  no  exaggeration.  We 
are  now,  under  the  influence  of  a  paternal 
Government,  paying  £140  for  every  hun- 
dred pounds'  worth  of  locomotive  material 
put  on  the  railways.  That  is  one  instance 
of  bad  administration  of  a  great  industrial 
enterprise  by  the  Government.  What  would 
that  mean  on  the  purchase  of  a  hundred  thou- 
sand pounds'  worth  of  material  ?  It  would 
mean  that  the  country  would  have  to  pay 
£140,000.  Would  any  railway  ofSccr,  if  he 
were  manager  of  a  private  business  of  his 
own,  act  in  that  extraordinary  way?  Can 
we  expect  the  railway  employ^  to  have 
any  heart  in  their  business  if  they  are  fet- 
tered with  conditions  like  this  1  Then,  again, 
let  us  suppose  that  sleepers  are  required 
for  a  lino  —  even  such  a  trifling  matter  as 
sleepers — or  that  some  timber  is  required  for 
a  bridge.  The  railway  employ^  who  has  the 
matter  in  hand  knows  well  that  a  certain  kind 
of  timber  is  the  best  timber  for  the  purpose — 
that  it  will  last  ten,  or  fifteen,  or  twenty  years 
without  rotting.  He  wants  to  buy  it;  but 
what  happens  ?  The  member  for  the  district 
makes  a  frantic  appeal,  and  tells  the  Minister, 
"Here  is  Mr.  So-and-so,  the  Government  En- 

?:ineer,  actually  going  to  bring  timber  down 
rom  Auckland  to  build  a  bridge  in  my  dis- 
trict, instead  of  using  local  timber ;  and  the 
local  timber  is  as  good  as  any  grown  in  Auck- 
land." What  is  the  consequence?  The  de- 
partment has  to  buy  the  local  timber  at  a 
fabulous  price,  perhaps  from  some  supporter  of 
l£r.  Stuart-ilenteath 


the  member  for  the  district.  The  timber  rots 
in  five  years,  whereas  the  Auckland  timber 
would  have  lasted  fifteen  years.  That  is  what 
goes  on  constacntly.  I  do  not  want  to  weary 
the  House  by  giving  more  examples.  In- 
stances of  the  kind  can  be  given  by  every 
member  of  the  House ;  and  yet  honourable 
members  get  up  and  say  that  political  manage- 
ment is  possible,  and  that  the  railways  can  be 
well  managed  on  this  system.  Why,  one  of  the 
very  first  principles  of  government  is  that  we 
should  divorce  as  widely  as  possible  all  indus- 
trial action  from  political  influence,  for  we 
know  that  men  guided  by  political  influence 
will  only  meddle  to  muddle  as  soon  aa 
they  import  their  political  influence  into  a 
department  of  industrial  enterprise.  Fault 
has  been  found  with  this  Bill  because,  as  we 
are  told,  it  is  incompatible  with  the  differ- 
ent conditions  under  which  different  districts 
have  been  settled.  Why,  Sir,  the  first  thing  wo 
have  to  do,  if  we  want  to  make  this  country  a 
prosperous  and  well-governed  country,  is  that, 
as  representatives  and  as  electors,  we  should 
put  our  foot  dov^-u  upon  these  local  jealousies. 
If  we  could  stamp  out  these  local  jealousies, 
keep  them  under  for  three  years,  we  should 
have  no  need  for  retrenchment,  no  need  for  any 
of  these  other  measures  which  are  now  neces- 
sary to  be  proceeded  with  to  bring  the  expendi- 
ture within  the  revenue.  I  am  quite  sure  that 
these  local  jealousies  cost  the  country  fully  the 
whole  of  laat  year's  deficit,  and  more.  Had  it 
not  been  for  these  petty  miserable  local  jealou- 
sies we  should  long  ago  have  taken  a  far  higher 
position  in  the  race  for  progress  in  Australasia; 
and  I  dare  say  that  they  will  continue  to  clog 
our  progress  for  some  years  to  come.  If  this 
Bill  is  passed,  and  this  Board  is  brought  into 
existence,  and  the  Commissioners  do  their  dut^ 
in  paying  no  attention  to  the  demands  of  locali- 
ties, we  may  hope  for  better  things.  No  doubt 
localities  will  at  first  kick  and  plunge  and  roar, 
but  if  the  Commissioners  will  do  their  duty  and 
conduct  the  Bailway  Department  without  re- 
gard to  this  miserable  spirit,  they  will  soon 
find  themselves  supported  by  a  united  publio 
opinion.  The  localities  in  New  Zealand  have 
been  like  spoilt  children.  They  have  been  ac- 
customed to  got  every  thing  they  cry  for.  They 
have  got  what  they  wanted,  no  matter  how 
ruinous  their  demands  have  been  to  the  Go- 
vernment, or  what  strain  was  put  upon  the 
resources  of  the  country.  The  Government 
cannot  resist  them.  There  are  exceptional 
circumstances  in  the  history  of  every  Govern- 
ment which  make  it  impossible  for  the  Go- 
vernment to  stand  up  against  the  improper 
demands  mode  by  districts  represented  by 
some  of  the  members  of  this  House.  With  a 
Bailway  Board  we  may  hope  for  a  check  upon, 
this  sort  of  thing.  Wo  may  hope  that  the 
members  of  this  Board,  when  these  demands 
are  made  upon  them,  will  say,  in  spite  of  sJl 
influence,  "  We  are  here  for  five  years,  and  can 
only  be  removed  for  misconduct ;  whatever  may 
be  the  popular  pressure  upon  us,  we  are  con- 
scions  that  we  are  doing  right  in  insisting  upon 
these  reforms;  we  know  better  than  those  who 
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aie  pressing  ns  to  accede  to  their  selfishnegs ; 
mud  we  know  that  in  a  few  years  public  opin- 
ion will  support  us :  and  we  will  do  our  duty." 
If  the  Railway  Board  takes  up  that  position, 
then  we  &hall  have  a  new  policy  inaugurated, 
and  may  hope  that  our  railways  will  ultimately 
become  a  source  of  pride  to  us,  and  also  a  source 
of  pecuniary  assistaoice  to  the  colony's  finances. 
That  is  what  I  hope  for  from  this  Bill.  Then, 
we  heard  from  the  honourable  member  for 
ChristchuTch  North  of  an  idea  which  I  had 
really  hoped  was  worn  out.  We  have  had  it 
declared  again  that  when  the  railway  policy 
was  started  a  pledge  was  given  to  continue  the 
railways.  What  pledge  ?  A  pledge  of  ruin  ? 
No.  That  pledge  was  given  on  the  faith  of  the 
success  of  the  railways.  I  have  looked  into 
that  matter  carefully,  and  I  find  the  position  to 
be  this  :  It  wa§  proposed  to  construct  railways, 
tmnk  railways,  and  we  were  told  that  these 
lailways  would  yield  certain  results;  and  we 
said,  "  If  these  anticipations  are  fulfilled  we 
will  make  railways  all  over  the  colony.  If  our 
railway  policy  is  a  success  we  will  extend  it." 
The  meaning  of  that  declaration  is  clear  enough 
—everything  depended  on  the  result  of  the 
experiment.  Did  the  people  of  New  Zealand 
understand  that  the  inauguration  of  that  policy 
meant  that  they  were  setting  a  ball  rolling 
down  a  steep  hill  at  the  bottom  of  which  is  a 
precipice  ;  or  is  it  to  be  said  that  when  they  find 
that  out  they  are  not  to  make  an  eSort  to  stay 
the  result  of  their  action?  —  because  that  is 
the  meaning  of  what  the  honourable  gentleman 
says.  We  find  that  our  borrowing  policy  is 
landing  ns  in  disaster,  that  year  after  year  we 
are  gprowing  poorer,  that  the  anticipations  are 
not  being  fulfilled,  that  it  is  benefiting  the  few 
and  cursing  the  many  ;  and  are  we  to  be  told 
that,  because  certain  mountainons  regions  are 
still  left  without  railways,  we  must  go  on 
bnilding  railways  to  keep  a  pledge  the.  con- 
ditions of  which  have  not  been  fulfilled,  and  to 
keep  which  we  must  ruin  ourselves  ?  Let  us 
wait  until  New  Zealand  is  peopled  and  pro- 
sperous, and  Uien  we  may  attempt  to  keep  the 
pledge.  What  is  the  pledge  ?  That  we  should 
make  trunk  railways  throughout  the  colony? 
Sir,  if  we  had  made  no  main  trunk  railways, 
but  had  confined  our  attention  to  short  lengths, 
we  should  have  been  better  of!.  What  does  th6 
result  show  ?  That  the  only  lines  which  are 
paying  are  the  short  lines,  or  those  portions  of 
the  main  lines  which  penetrate  the  interior 
of  the  coontry,  and  enable  the  producers  of 
the  country  to  find  a  channel  for  the  export  of 
their  produce  through  the  harbours.  Look  at 
the  geographical  formation  of  the  country ; 
a  long  narrow  strip  of  country  with  a  long 
seaboard,  the  interior  beyond  a  certain  point 
being  nearly  al  1  mountainous.  Can  any  one  who 
takes  a  glance  at  the  map  say  that  it  is  advis- 
able to  make  railways  from  one  end  to  the 
other  of  a  country  with  a  configuration  such 
as  this  country  has  ?  One  glance  at  the  map 
will,  I  think,  show  that  it  is  stupendous  folly 
to  make  railways  up  and  down  this  colony  to 
compete  with  vrater-carriage,  for  the  conduct 
of  which  there  are  numerous  harbours — some 


of  them  magnifloent  harbours — between  whioh 
we  have  trading  some  of  the  finest  shipping 
lines,  considering  the  age  of  the  country,  that 
the  world  has  seen.  Sir,  I  support  this  Bill, 
not  because  I  feel  confident  that  the  Bill  will 
at  once  effect  what  those  who  still  have  some 
enthusiasm  left  in  them  believe  it  will  effect, 
not  because  I  think  it  will  make  railways  pay 
which  never  can  pay — railways  simply  made  to 
Ratify  political  demands — but  because  I  hope 
it  will  have  a  very  large  influence  in  purifying 
the  atmosphere  of  this  House,  the  atmosphere 
of  our  political  life,  in  purifying  the  electors' 
aims  throughout  the  colony,  and  because  I 
think  it  will,  at  any  rate  in  a  measure,  improve 
the  returns  now  received  from  our  railways. 
For  these  reasons  I  support  the  Bill.  It  will 
give  a  fair  trial  to  an  experiment  which,  both 
on  account  of  the  reasons  that  exist  for  the  trial 
and  on  account  of  a  similar  experiment  having 
answered,  at  any  rate  to  some  extent,  in  other 
colonies,  wo  may  hope  will  succeed.  And  we 
are  certain  of  this  :  that,  whether  it  succeed  or 
not,  our  railway-management  cannot  possiblj 
be  worse  than  it  is  at  present. 

Mr.  BBUGE. — Sir,  in  considering  the  mea- 
sure now  before  the  House,  we  have,  in  the  first 
place,  I  think,  to  determine  whether  to  afiirm  or 
reject  the  principle  of  placing  the  management 
of  our  railways  in  the  hands  of  non-political 
Boards.  The  Bill  before  us  is  a  mere  machinery 
Bill — it  is  merely  a  Bill  to  give  effect  to  that 
principle ;  and  I  think  I  may  be  permitted  to 
say  that  it  speaks  well  for  this  measure  when 
we  find  that  such  a  high  authority  as  the  late 
Minister  for  Public  Works  found  in  it  scarcely 
any  material  for  adverse  criticism.  Now,  I  may 
commence  by  sajring  that  the  whole  question  is 
to  me  one  of  surpassing  difficulty.  There  can 
be  no  doubt  that,  rightly  or  wrongly,  the  man- 
agement of  our  railways  has  met  with  universal 
dissatisfaction.  In  fact,  I  may  almost  say  it 
has  met  with  universal  condemnation.  That 
much  of  this  dissatisfaction  is  of  a  most  un- 
reasonable character  is  highly  probable ;  but, 
making  all  allowances,  I  believe  that  there  is 
good  ground  for  the  belief  that  the  manage- 
ment of  the  railways  has  not  been  in  the  best 
interests  of  the  shareholders,  who  are  the  gene- 
ral public.  We  find  in  the  Financial  State- 
ment the  assertion  that  the  system  rather  than 
the  management  is  at  fault ;  and,  while  I  think 
that  the  latter  has  been  of  a  somewhat  imperfect 
character,  still  I  think  the  statement  is  sub- 
stantially cbrrect.  I  have  already  said  that  to 
me  the  question  is  one  of  surpassing  difficulty. 
In  point  of  fact,  this  is  a  problem  that  can 
only  be  solved  approximately,  because  wa 
are  dealing  with  unknown  quantities.  I  in- 
tend to  support  the  measure,  and  for  various 
reasons.  In  the  first  place  —  I  am  afraid  I 
shall  be  repeating  what  other  speakers  have 
said — I  think  it  goes  without  saying  that  we 
may  anticipate  that  our  railways  will  be  more 
economically  administered.  Government  ad- 
ministration is,  as  a  rule,  expensive  adminis- 
tration ;  and  it  is  also,  I  may  add,  inefficient 
administration  when  carried  on  under  high 
political  pressure.    This  has  been  called  an 
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experiment,  and  no  doubt  it  is  Buch ;  but  I  shall 
hall  with  delight  any  mode  by  which  political 
inflacnoe  may  be  withdrawn  from  the  manage- 
ment of  our  railways,  and  I  believe  that  if  they 
ore  to  be  efficiently  and  economically  managed 
it  is  absolutely  necessary  that  an  independent 
authority  —  and  when  I  say  an  independent 
authority,  I  mean  one  quite  outside  political 
pressure — shall  have  the  control  and  regula- 
tion of  all  details,  of  all  classes  of  railway 
'employes,  and  full  power  to  manage  the  rail- 
ways on  sound  commercial  principles.  Sir,  it 
has  been  said,  during  the  course  of  the  de- 
bate, that  it  will  be  impossible  to' institute  a 
Board,  or  manage  our  railways,  without  being 
-subject  to  political  pressure.  Well,  I  hope,  at 
«uy  rate,  this  experiment  will  prove  successful 
in  relieving  us  from  that  pressure.  So  long  as 
any  man  whose  services  the  department  may 
think  fit  to  dispense  with  can  bring  political 
influence  to  bear  upon  the  floor  of  this  House, 
or  so  long  as  that  influence  con  be  brought 
to  bear  in  reference  to  the  retention  of  those 
whose  services  are  either  inefficient  or  perhaps 
superfluous,  so  long  will  the  railways  be  in- 
efficiently managed.  I  think  that  goes  without 
saying,  and  it  furnishes  one  of  the  strongest 
arguments  for  the  institution  of  non-political 
Boards  of  management.  Now,  it  has  been 
alleged,  during  the  course  of  the  debate,  that 
the  railway-management  of  Victoria  is  a  suc- 
cess, whilst  others  have  denied  it.  Some  be- 
lieve it  a  success,  others  believe  it  is  a  failure. 
I  believe  the  balance  of  Evidence  is  entirely 
in  its  favour.  I  have  not  heard  outside  or 
read  anything  on  the  subject  myself,  but  have 
listened  very  attentively  to  the  other  speakers 
during  the  debate.  Kow,  it  bos  been  urged, 
during  the  course  of  this  debate,  as  an 
argument  against  the  introduction  of  these 
Boards,  that  there  has  been  a  very  serious 
railway  accident  lately  in  Victoria.  These 
railway  accidents,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  take 
placo  on  the  best  managed  and  regulated  rail- 
ways in  the  world.  It  is  no  argument  at  all; 
and  so  long  as  men  are  liable  to  errors  of  judg- 
ment, so  long  OS  they  can  bo  guilty  of  care- 
lessness or  negligence,  so  long  as  they  con  bo 
incompetent  from  any  cause  whatever,  so  long 
will  these  accidents  take  place  on  railways. 
But,  Sir,  I  think  that  to  cite  as  an  argument 
against  the  institution  of  these  Boards  an 
accident  of  this  kind  having  taken  place  in 
Victoria  is  just  about  as  absurd  as  to  con- 
demn a  system  of  machinery  because  there  is  a 
wheel  in  it  in  which  a  cog  happens  to  give 
way.  Now,  I  wish,  in  the  remarks  that  I  am 
about  to  make,  to  avoid  repetition.  It  has 
been  assumed  by  many  speakers  that  I  have 
listened  to  in  this  House  that  our  railways  do 
not  pay  because  they  do  not  yield  interest  upon 
the  cost  of  construction.  I  am  inclined  to  be- 
lieve that,  directly  and  indirectly,  our  railways 
are  paying  now,  and  that  they  will  pay  very 
much  better  as  years  roll  on,  and  as  settlement 
continues  to  advance.  I  may  ask  this  ques- 
tion :  What  is  a  railway  ?  It  is  a  means  to  an 
end,  just  as  a  metalled  road  is.  In  the  one 
oase  we  run  our  vehicles  individually  over  the 
Mr.  Bruce 


rood  with  horses,  in  the  other  case  we  draw  oar 
Wagons  oo-operatively  with  steam.  That  is  the 
difierenoe.  Now,  allowing,  for  argument's  soke, 
that  we  have  spent  in  the  colony  three  millions 
sterling  on  roods  and  tracks — I  believe  we  have 
spent  a  good  deal  more ;  but  we  will  put  it  at 
that — will  any  one  contend  that  because  these 
roads  do  not  yield  interest  directly,  while  they 
cost  annually  large  sums  for  maintenance 
and  repair,  they  do  not  pay  1-  Unquestionably 
they  do  pay ;  and  if  the  argument  is  sound 
in  one  case,  what  is  the  difference  when  ap- 
plied in  the  other?  I  venture  to  say  that 
the  railways  have  not  been  managed  in  the 
best  interests  of  the  shareholders,  who  are  the 
general  public,  and  I  will  endeavour  to  prove 
it  by  two  or  three  hypothetical  illustrations, 
which  I  believe  have  their  counterpart  in  fact. 
I  will  take  the  cose  of  fivo  men  who,  for  argu- 
ment's sake,  we  will  say  leave  Christohuroh  to 
obtain  employment  a  hundred  miles  south- 
ward. We  will  say  that  it  cost  them,  taking 
into  account  the  value  of  their  time,  £10 
to  reach  their  destination  —  that  is  to  say, 
if  they  have  to  walk.  At  the  same  time 
here  is  a  railway  —  and,  recollect,  these  men 
are  shareholders  in  the  line — here  is  a  railway 
running  almost  parallel  with  the  road,  on 
which  carriages  are  run,  perhaps  empty,  or 
nearly  empty,  and  it  might  not  take,  as  an  actual 
matter  of  fact,  sixpenceworth  of  steam,  perhaps 
not  a  shilling's  worth  of  steam,  to  draw  those 
five  men  the  hundred  miles,  while  if  they  wore 
given  the  ride  for  nothing  they  would  be,  so 
to  spoak,  £8  richer.  We  may  take  this  as  an 
argument  in  favour  of  what  was  advanced  by 
the  honourable  member  for  Waikoo,  that  the 
second-rate  fares  should  be  materially  reduced. 
I  will  take  another  case  in  regard  to  goods :  the 
lost  applie4  to  passengers.  Wo  will  suppose,  for 
the  soke  of  argument,  that  in  a  county  in  this 
colony  there  is  suoh  a  state  of  things  that  there 
are  no  metalled  roods  in  existence.  And  we 
will  further  allow  that  the  inhabitants  of  this 
county  borrow  money  to  make  metalled  toads, 
tho  traffic  in  the  first  place  being  done  by  means 
of  pack-horses  over  muddy  tracks.  Now,  when 
the  metalled  roods  are  made,  what  would  be  the 
wisdom,  or,  rather,  the  unwisdom,  of  the  local 
outhorities — that  is  to  soy,  the  porliament  of 
the  county — if  they  placed  such  tolls  on  these 
roads  as  to  necessitate  the  shareholders,  the 
inhabitants  of  the  county,  who  originally  bor- 
rowed the  money  to  make  tho  metalled  roads, 
reverting  to  the  original  practice  of  carrying 
their  products  on  Uie  backs  of  horses,  over 
tracks  parallel  to  the  roads  I  That  is  practi- 
cally what  is  taking  place  to-day  in  respect  to 
a  number  of  our  railway  lines,  and  therefore  I 
say  that,  presumably,  they  are  not  managed  in 
the  interests  of  the  shareholders,  the  public.  I 
will  take  another  cose  which  actually  occurred. 
In  the  Manawatu  District  there  is  a  very  en- 
terprising firm  of  saw-millers,  who,  hod  thejr 
been  able  to  obtain  a  small  concession  in  the 
way  of  rates,  would  have  been  able  to  contract 
for  the  supply  of  a  million  feet  of  white-pine 
timber  for  the'  Melbourne  Exhibition,  out, 
owing  to  their  inability  to  get  the  concession. 
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they  weie  unable  to  contract  for  the  stipply  of  i 
the  timber.  Now,  I  put  it  to  the  House,  would  I 
it  not,  in  this  case,  have  paid  the  colony,  I  will  I 
not  say  merely  to  have  run  it  at  cost  price,  but 
to  have  run  it,  perhaps,  at  a  trifling  loss?  I  ' 
say,  most  certainly  it  would.  That  is  another  \ 
instance  which  I  have  adduced  of  the  pre-  { 
sent  vicious  system  of  the  management  of  our  | 
ndlways,  which  were  put  up,  in  the  first  > 
pUoe,  for  the  convenience  of  the  public.  Of  ' 
course  this  line  of  argument  of  mine  leads  | 
in  the  direction  of  throwing  the  railways  open 
to  the  public  absolutely;  and  I  believe  that 
i<:  theoretically  the  solution  of  the  problem. 
There  is  no  doubt  about  it  that  the  day  will 
come — it  may  not  be  in  our  time,  but  the  day 
will  come — when  the  railways  of  this  colony 
will  be  thrown  open  to  the  public  just  as  the 
metalled  roads  are.  There  is  this  distinction 
which  honourable  members  must  bear  in  mind 
between  our  railways  and  those  of  either  Great 
Britain  or  America:  that  here  our  railways 
should  be  run  in  the  interests  of  the  public, 
who  are  the  shareholders;  in  the  other  case 
they  are  run  in  the  interests  of  the  few.  Now, . 
I  may  remark  that  there  was  a  very  suggestive 
return  laid  on  the  table  of  the  House  the  other 
day,  showing  the  results  of  a  low-tariS  period 
and  of  a  high -tariff  period  on  the  railway 
line  between  Lyttelton  and  Christchurch.  It  is 
shown  in  that  return  that  during  the  low-tariS 
period  a  very  large  number  of  passengers, 
greater  than  that  of  the  high-tariff  period,  were 
carried — I  think  a  hundred  thousand  at  least, 
if  I  recollect  rightly — and  at  the  same  time  the 
revenue  obtained  was  greater.  I  say  that  is  a 
very  suggestive  return.  It  has  been  advanced 
by  a  number  of  people  in  this  colony  that  we 
should  either  sell  or  lease  tho  railways.  I  am 
very  strongly  opposed  to  either  proposal.  In 
the  first  place  let  me  ask  this  question :  Who 
oould  determine,  even  approximately,  the  value 
of  the  railways  7  To  enable  us  to  estimate  the 
valne  of  the  railways  I  may  say  we  should 
require  to  know  who  would  occupy  those  Oo- 
vemment  benches  for  the  next  twenty  years, — 
whether  they  would  be  Governments  which 
would  give  confidence  and  draw  the  right  class 
of  immigrants  to  the  country,  and  advance 
settlement  along  these  lines.  We  should  also 
require  to  know  the  values  of  produce  for  that 
period,  which  would  be  a  determining  factor 
in  the  settlement  of  the  country  along  these 
lines.  Some  honourable  gentlemen,  in  the 
manner  that  the  honourable  member  for 
Mount  Ida  has,  I  think,  rightly  put  as  jump- 
ing to  a  conclusion,  have  estimated  tho  value 
of  the  railways  at  fifteen  millions.  I  think 
that  must  be  only  jumping  to  a  conclusion ; 
but  if  they  are  good  for  thsrt  for  a  company 
they  are  equally  good  for  us,  and,  I  might 
say,  a  great  deal  more  so.  I  am  very  strongly 
opposed  to  selling  what  have  in  reality  a  very 
great  prospective  value,  and  because  also,  as  I 
have  already  said,  I  believe  the  time  will  come 
when  the  unborn  millions  will  ride  triumphantly 
on  these  railways ;  and  I  believe  that  when  that 
time  does  oome  it  will  add  in  an  incalculable 


degree  to  the  comfort  and  prosperity,  and,  I 
would  even  add,  to  the  happiness  of  the  people 
of  this  colony.  I  know  ideas  of  this  kind  are 
looked  upon  as  revolutionary,  but  perhaps  I, 
like  the  honourable  member  for  Klount  Ida, 
live  fifty  years  in  advance  of  my  time  in  that 
respect.  I  suppose  honourable  members  will 
recognise  that  in  my  remarks  to-night  I  have 
not  dealt  with  the  scheme  before  us,  and  Ihav» 
not  done  so  because  I  find  that  my  ideas  havo 
been  given  utterance  to  already.  Nearly  all  tho 
remarks  I  havo  made  have  gone  rather  in  the 
direction  of  a  diagnosis  of  the  disease  than  in 
the  direction  of  pointing  out  a  remedy.  Now,  I 
may  say  in  regard  to  the  Bill  itself  that  there  is 
one  very  great  omission  from  it,  in  my  opinion, 
and  that  is  that  no  guidance  or  direction  ia 
given  to  these  Commissioners  as  to  what  prin- 
ciples they  are  to  work  the  lines  upon.  In  that 
matter,  I  say  that  the  Government  have  not 
risen  to  the  occasion,  because  this  is  the  most 
difficult  portion  of  the  problem.  I  am  not 
going  to  enter  into  an  analysis  of  the  ques- 
tion, but  I  believe,  in  the  first  place,  that 
we  should  endeavour  to  run  the  railways  on 
commercial  principles,  giving  the  Commis- 
sioners direction — if  such  a  thing  is  possible 
—  to  keep  in  view  the  encouragement  of  our 
industries,  in  which,  of  course,  settlement  is 
included.  There  is  one  clause,  and  one  clause 
only,  that  I  thought  of  criticizing,  but  I  have 
heard  another  honourable  member  allude  to  it, 
and  any  amendments  I  shall  propose  I  shall 
propose  in  Committee,  if  this  Bill  arrive  at 
that  stage,  as  I  suppose  it  will.  I  may  say  that 
I  have  very  great  pleasure  in  supporting  it  — 
although  it  is  an  experiment — because  I  think 
that  a  great  deal  of  the  dissatisfaction  that  has 
been  expressed  has  arisen  on  account  of  bad 
management  of  our  railways.  And  I  think, 
looking  to  the  way  in  which  the  Bill  is  drafted 
— provision  being  made  for  every  contingency 
— '  that  it  reflects  very  great  credit  on  the 
Minister  for  Public  Works,  and  I  shall  support 
it  with  niy  whole  heart. 

Mr.  FEEGUS.— Mr.  Speaker,  I  havo  been 
somewhat  amused  at  the  very  authoritative 
manner  in  which  some  honourable  members 
who  have  preceded  me  have  spoken  in  antago- 
nism to  this  measure,  and  especially  was  I 
amused  with  the  amount  of  assurance  that 
characterized  the  utterance  of  the  honourable 
member  for  Mount  Ida.  Sir,  ho  spoke  in  a 
somewhat  similar  strain  to  that  of  the  honour- 
able member  for  Ponsonby  when  he  said  that 
we  required  proof  that  the  Victorian  Bill  had 
been  a  success,  as  that  had  not  been  clearly 
demonstrated  to  the  House. 

Mr.  M.  J.  S.  MACKENZIE.— Hear,  hear. 

Mr.  FERGUS. — The  honourable  member  for 
Mount  Ida  says,  "  Hear,  hear."  I  hold  in  my 
hand  the  last  report  of  the  Victorian  Commis- 
sioners, and  it  gives  a  tabulated  statement  of 
the  cost  and  the  receipts  per  train-mile  for 
the  lost  sixteen  years.  I  shall  quote  the  whole 
table,  to  show  more  clearly  what  the  eamiogs 
of  the  Victorian  railways  have  been  sinoo 
1871-72  to  1885-86:— 
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You  -will  thus  see  that,  while  the  earnings  per 
train-mile  have  fallen  very  considerably,  the  per- 
centage on  capital  employed  has  gone  up  won- 
derfully, and  this,  too,  in  the  teeth  of  cheaper 
rates  charged  by  the  Railway  Board.  Any  one 
acquainted  with  the  Colony  of  Victoria,  with 
the  public  men  of  Victoria,  with  the  working  of 
the  Victorian  railways,  as  I  happen  to  be,  and 
very  familiarly  too,  must  know  that  there  is 
but  one  opinion  in  the  whole  colony  in  favour 
of  the  system  as  it  at  present  exists,  and  the 
working  of  the  Railway  Board  as  at  present 
constituted.  And  so  patent  has  that  been  to 
the  rest  of  the  colonies  that  the  Government 
of  New  South  Wales  framed  a  measure  almost 
entirely  on  the  Victorian  lines  for  the  working 
of  their  railways.  The  South  Australian  Go- 
vernment framed  a  measure  likewise  on  those 
lines.  And  it  is  an  undoubted  fact  that  the 
people  of  the  several  Australian  Colonies  re- 
cognise that  the  Victorian  8}  stem  is  worked 
now  to  a  very  considerable  extent,  but  not  en- 
tirely, as  I  should  like  to  see  it,  free  from 
political  control,  and  that  it  has  been  a  very 
great  improvement  on  the  condition  of  things 
which  formerly  obtained  in  that  colony.  If 
the  honourable  member  for  Mount  Ida  had 
been  present  when  the  late  Minister  for  Public 
Works  was  addressing  this  House,  he  would 
have  found  that  that  honourable  gentleman 
admitted  exactly  the  contention  I  hold.  He 
was  of  opinion  that  the  reason  why  the  ad- 
ministration of  the  Victorian  railways  hod 
deteriorated,  and  why  the  appointment  of  a 
non-political  Board  was  absolutely  necessary, 
was  on  account  of  the  fact  that  political  cor- 
mption  existed  to  so  large  on  extent  as  to 
render  it  altogether  impossible  to  administer 
the  railways  economically.  Year  by  year 
the  pressure  from  the  various  constituencies 


was  getting  greater  and  greater, — just  the 
same  as  it  is  in  this  House  at  the  present 
time.  What  has  occurred  here  since  we  have 
been  in  session  ?  Three  hundred  and  fifty- 
five  questions  have  been  asked  in  this  House ; 
and,  out  of  these,  no  fewer  than  sixty  of  them 
appertained  to  railway  matters,  from  the  em- 
ployment of  a  boy  at  4s.  Cd.  a  day  on  the 
Waimea  Plains  Railway  to  the  entire  revision 
of  the  railway  tariff. 

An  Hon.  Member. — Why  should  it  not  be  ? 

Mr.  FERGUS.— There  is  every  reason  why 
it  should  not  bo  so.  It  is  impossible  for  the 
Government  or  the  managers  of  the  railways  in 
this  colony  to  discharge  a  drunken  or  incapable 
workman  without  bis  finding  somo  honourable 
member  in  this  House  to  assert  his  claim,  move 
the  adjournment  of  the  House,  and  bring  the 
matter  up  as  one  of  colonial  importance.  It  is 
degrading  to  this  House  that  it  should  be  occu- 
pied with  such  matters.  There  ought  to  be 
some  other  tribunal  to  which  they  could  ap- 
peal. I  always  acknowledge  the  right  of  the 
meanest  citizen  to  have  recourse  to  the  highest 
tribunal  in  the  land — that  is,  the  Parliament 
of  New  Zealand  ;  but  I  say  it  is  not  right  that 
every  petty  little  detail,  such  as  is  too  often 
dragged  up  hero  by  some  honourable  members 
in  order  to  please  some  of  their  constituents, 
should  bo  brought  continually  before  the  mem- 
bers of  this  House.  I  say  that  during  the  six 
or  seven  years  1  have  been  in  the  House  this 
thing  is  growing,  and  has  grown  now  eJnaost 
past  endurance :  and,  if  it  is  to  continue,  in- 
stead of  being  in  session  two  or  three  months 
we  shall  be  sitting  here  for  the  whole  of  the 
year  discussing  petty  details  which,  if  we  were 
in  command  of  extensive  businesses,  we  should 
leave  to  the  control  of  our  foremen  or  managers. 
It  is  beneath  the  dignity  of  the  House  to  do 
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BQch  a  thing,  and  leads  to  political  corruption, 
and  is  not  in  the  best  interests  of  the  men 
themselves  ;  and  I  speak  from  extensive  know- 
ledge of  the  workmen  employed  on  the  rail- 
iraiys.  I  think  I  have  disposed  of  the  argument 
of  the  honourable  member  for  Ponsonby.  The 
honourable  member  for  Ghristchurcb  North 
said  TCe  were  putting  the  construction  and  re- 
constrnction  of  these  lines  into  the  hands  of 
this  Board.  Yes,  Sir,  we  are  doing  so,  and 
lastly  and  wisely  too,  and  not  before  it  is  time. 
What  has  obtained  in  the  past?  What  has 
been  the  condition  of  things  ?  We  have  got 
two  departments  doing  virtually  one  and  the 
same  work.  The  Publio  Works  Department  is 
the  one  which  this  House  authorises  to  con- 
■tmct  the  lines,  to  get  out  the  details  and  spe- 
cifications ;  and  contracts  are  let  by  the  Iilinis- 
ter  for  Public  Works.  The  contractor  fulfils 
his  part  of  the  work  by  completing  his  con- 
tract ;  but  how  often  does  it  occur  that  when 
the  lines  are  completed  they  are  found  to  be 
utterly  insufficient,  or  not  according  to  tho 
yrishes  of  the  Working  Department,  and  that  a 
great  deal  of  the  work  has  to  be  reconstructed  I 
We  have  two  separate  and  distinct  engineer- 
ing staffs  in  the  employment  of  the  country. 
Is  this  as  it  ought  to  be  ?  If  we  do  amal- 
gamate tho  two  staffs,  and  have  one  staff  of 
engineers  who  would  lay  down  railways,  make 
such  curves  and  gradients  as  they  think  best, 
provide  such  platforms  as  they  consider  neces- 
sary, and  afford  such  accommodation  as  the 
public  require,  there  will  be  no  necessity  for 
another  department  to  go  in  and  re-do  that 
whidi  has  been  done  in  the  first  place,  as  under 
our  present  system.  I  could  give  the  House 
some  personal  experience  in  this  matter.  I 
■ay  that  if  you  had  one  instead  of  two  depart- 
ments you  would  considerably  reduce  the  cost 
that  exists  at  the  present  time.  I  do  not 
wish  to  say  anything  in  disparagement  of  the 
men  who  are  in  charge  of  our  railways;  and 
the  honourable  member  for  Kaiapoi  paid  a 
inst  and  well-merited  tribute,  I  think,  to  the 
integrity,  honesty,  and  capacity  of  the  men 
who  have  been  working  our  railways  in  the 
past.  He  said  that,  if  they  could  be  only  more 
untrammelled  than  they  are  now,  and  less 
under  political  control,  they  would  be  able  to 
work  the  railways  to  very  much  greater  ad- 
vantage :  and  so  they  would.  This  measure  is 
to  free  the  men  from  many  of  their  trammels. 
At  present  they  have  ninety-five  masters  in 
this  House,  and,  if  we  could  give  them  three 
masters  instead  of  the  great  number  they  now 
have,  there  is  not  an  intelligent  workman  who 
is  worth  his  salt  who  would  not  hail  with  joy 
the  appointment  of  such  a  Board,  as  it  would 
be  to  his  best  interests  and  to  the  ultimate 
gain  of  the  colony.  We  cannot  get  away 
nom  the  fact,  try  to  blind  ourselves  to  it 
as  we  may,  that  there  is  a  very  large  mea- 
sure of  dissatisfaction  in  the  colony  as  to  the 
way  in  which  our  railways  are  worked,  and 
Very  justly  so ;  and  I  tell  this  House  that  that 
dissatisfaction  is  not  on  account  of  the  man- 
agement, but  is  owing  to  the  many  barriers 
which  this  House  places  in  the  way  of   the 


efficient  management  of  the  railways.  What 
are  we  to  say  of  the  Minister  for  Public  Works 
at  the  present  time  I  He  is  now  in  office,  but 
his  term  of  office  will  expire  sooner  or  later, 
and  he  must  give  way  to  some  other  man,  who 
is  selected  not  on  account  of  his  capacity, 
or  his  knowledge  of  the  working  of  railways 
or  their  construction,  but  on  account  of  the 
exigencies  of  the  political  situation ;  and  then 
this  man  will  come  in  with  new  ideas,  and  may 
overturn  and  render  nugatory  any  reforms 
which  a  just  and  wise  Minister  may  wish  to' 
effect.  I  say  it  is  utterly  impossible  for  any  body 
constituted  as  we  are  to  manage  our  railways 
to  the  benefit  of  the  country,  efficiently  and 
well ;  and  we  must  entirely  sever  them  from 
political  control,  and  give  men  a  certain  term 
of  office  to  effect  the  necessary  reforms.  To 
do  that,  our  railways  must  be  removed  entirely 
from  the  political  demagogues  who  are  con- 
tinually interfering  with  the  details  of  their 
management.  The  honourable  member  for 
Bangitikei  has  asked,  What  should  our  rail- 
ways do  ?  There  are  two  classes  in  this  House, 
one  of  which  thinks  that  the  railways  ought  to 
be  made  to  pay  interest  on  the  cost  of  tlieic 
construction,  and  the  other  party  thinks  they 
should  be  run  for  the  benefit  of  the  settlers, 
without  regard  to  their  paying.  I  hold  that  it 
is  the  duty  of  the  State  to  try  to  attain  both 
of  these  things.  In  the  first  place  we  should 
endeavour  to  work  the  railways  in  such  a  man- 
ner that  they  shall  return  as  mucli  as  possible 
in  the  way  of  interest ;  and  in  the  second  place 
we  should  afford  facilities  to  settlers  in  far- 
outlying  districts  to  get  their  produce  to  market 
so  cheaply  that  they  will  be  able  to  live  on  theii 
farm  sections:  and  I  believe  that  by  putting 
the  railways  under  the  management  of  such  a 
Board  as  we  here  propose  you  will  get  the 
maximum  amount  of  profit  to  the  colony  and 
the  minimum  of  cost.  I  never  saw,  nor  is  it 
recorded  in  history,  that  in  any  couutry  politi- 
cally-managed railways  are  a  success.  I  do 
.  not  wish  to  say  for  a  single  moment  that  the 
measure  introduced  by  the  Government  is  ab- 
solutely perfect,  and  we  are  willing  to  amend 
it  in  such  a  way  that  it  shall  be  of  the 
greatest  benefit  to  the  country.  I  am  pleased, 
indeed,  to  hear  the  remarks  of  such  men  as 
the  late  Minister  for  Public  Works.  I  have  not 
yet  heard  a  single  argument  against  making 
it  law.  We  know  the  colony  is  looking  for 
it,  and  I  know  that  it  has  been  a  success  in 
other  colonies,  and  that  the  management  can 
be  much  more  efficient  than  it  is  under  the 
present  system  if  you  take  away  political  con- 
trol, and  enable  men  to  work  in  the  best  in- 
terest of  the  railways  of  the  State  and  of  the 
employes  on  the  various  lines.  I  trust,  indeed, 
I  have  no  doubt,  the  House  will  agree  to  the 
second  reading  of  this  measure. 

Mr.  LEVESTAM.— Sir,  although  I  disagree 
with  much  that  is  in  this  Bill,  I  shall  vote  for 
the  second  reading.  It  is  not  my  intention  to 
go  through  the  Bill  or  offer  any  lengthened  re- 
meuks,  because  all  that  can  be  said  has  already 
been  said  by  one  speaker  or  another.  My  object 
in  rising  is  to  express  surprise  at  some  of  the 
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remarks  made  by  the  honourable  member  for 
Te  Aro  with  regard  to  the  locomotives  which 
are  being  manufactured  in  the  colony.  He 
made  some  statements  which  were  so  gross  as 
almost  to  amount  to  libel.  He  said  they  cost 
40  per  cent,  more  than  they  could  be  imported 
for  from  Home.  The  fact  is  that,  when  they 
were  contracted  for,  the  price  in  excess  of  what 
they  could  be  imported  for  was  27  per  cent. 
Since  then  the  price  of  material  has  fallen  very 
much. 

Mr.  STUART-MENTEATH.— The  late 
Minister  for  Public  Works  said  they  cost  27 
per  cent,  more  than  they  could  be  imported  for 
from  Victoria  or  New  South  Wales,  not  from 
America  or  Great  Britain. 

Mr.  LEVBSTAM.— If  the  honourable  gentle- 
man will  look  at  the  report  of  the  answer  which 
the  late  Minister  for  Public  Works  gave  to  a 
question  put  to  him  in  this  House,  he  will  see 
that  that  honourable  gentleman  stated  most 
distinctly  that  they  cost  27  per  cent,  more  than 
than  they  could  be  landed  for  from  England. 
I  have  asked  the  late  Minister  for  Public 
Works  since  the  honourable  member  for  Te 
Aro  made  the  statemeftt,  and  he  corroborates 
what  I  say.  Then  he  went  on  to  say  tbat  tlie 
workmanship  of  those  locomotives  was  so  bad 
that  it  was  dangerous  for  people  to  sit  be- 
hind them,  and  their  lives  were  risked;  but  I 
should  like  to  tell  the  honourable  member  that 
Mr.  Robert  Wilson,  who  is  the  engineer  in 
England  to  inspect  the  material  sent  oat  to 
the  Government  here,  chancing  to  be  in  New 
2Jealand  through  his  connection  with  the  Mid- 
land Railway,  said  that  the  work  done  here  is 
quite  as  good  as,  if  not  better  than,  that  done  in 
England.  As  for  the  danger  of  sitting  behind 
them,  I  may  tell  the  honourable  gentleman 
tbat  none  of  these  engines  have  been  placed 
on  the  line  yet,  and  no  engine  is  to  be  taken 
over  by  the  Government  until  it  has  ran  1,000 
miles ;  so  that  the  statement  of  the  honour- 
able gentleman  is  incorrect  in  every  part. 

Mr.  STUAET-MENTEATH.— They  were 
tried,  and  broke  down, 

Mr.  LBVESTAM.  — They  have  never  been 
out  of  the  shops  yet,  because  they  have  not 
been  finished.  There  is  no  doubt  that  the 
work  is  being  excellently  done.  In  what  the 
honourable  gentleman  said  with  regard  to  the 
timber  usied,  owing  to  political  pressure,  in  the 
construction  of  some  bridges,  I  presume  he  was 
referring  to  bridges  betwen  Wangonni  and  New 
Plymouth.  But  that  occurred  many  years 
ago  :  the  bridges  have  been  rebuilt  and  are  as 
good  as  ever ;  so  that  argument  falls  to  the 
ground.  I  should  also  like  to  reply  to  the  re- 
marks of  the  honourable  member  for  Auckland 
North  with  regard  to  Mr.  Vaile's  system  of 
railway -management,  and  his  hope  that  a 
clause  would  be  inserted  in  the  Bill  compelling 
the  Commissioners  to  give  that  scheme  a  trial. 
I  have  taken  the  trouble  to  read  the  whole 
of  the  evidence  taken  by  the  Select  Commit- 
tee which  sat  in  1886;  and  to  any  one  who 
has  read  that  evidence  it  must  be  quite  plain 
that  the  scheme  is  futile.  Mr.  Vaile  hod  no 
evidence  to  oSer,  and  merely  stated  that  he 
Mr.  Levettan 


believed  such-and-such  would  be  the  case; 
while  it  is  shown  conclusively  by  the  evidence 
of  experts  that  the  scheme  is  a  very  bad  one. 
The  honourable  gentleman  tells  us  that  peti- 
tions signed  by  twenty  thousand  people  have 
been  forwarded  to  Parliament  in  favour  of  this 
scheme.  To  any  one  who  has  been  a  member 
of  Parliament  for  some  years,  it  must  be  patent 
that  in  Auckland  they  are  very  good  at  getting 
up  petitions.  Tbe  Auckland  people  actually 
got  up  a  petition  to  save  the  murderer  Caffrey 
from  tlie  gallows.  Surely,  if  people  can  do  that, 
they  can  get  up  a  petition  on  almost  any  sub- 
ject. We  are  also  told  that  at  the  late  elec- 
tion Mr.  Vaile's  scheme  received  a  great  deal 
of  support.  I  say  the  people  of  Auckland  are 
very  easily  led.  A  number  of  people  who  know 
nothing  whatever  about  a  matter  are  always 
ready  to  take  up  almost  everything  they  are 
told.  We  have  had  cases  where  a  man  was 
elected  simply  because  he  had  a  grievance,  and 
he  happened  to  be  in  gaol  at  the  time.  A  great 
deal  has  been  said,  notably  by  tho  Minister  of 
Justice,  as  to  why  we  want  this  Board,  and  one 
reason  was  that  if  any  one  has  a  grievance  he 
goes  to  his  member,  who  brings  up  the  ques- 
tion in  the  House,  and  that  thus  a  great  deal 
of  time  is  wasted.  I  admit  that  that  is  the 
ca.se ;  but  that  is  chiefly  because  our  whole 
system  is  bad,  and  not  because  the  manage- 
ment is  bad.  If  we  had  Boards  to  investigate 
grievances  there  would  be  on  end  of  it.  There 
are  no  such  Boards,  and  inquiries  conducted 
by  tbe  department  have  often  been  of  such 
a  character  that  it  was  quite  right  the  cases 
should  be  brought  before  this  House.  A  few 
years  ago  I  had  a  petition  myself  which  I 
brought  before  the  House,  and  I  may  say  I  was 
very  successful  with  it.  This  was  a  case  where 
an  employ^  at  Taranaki  had  been  disrated,  and 
the  authorities  hod  refused  to  give  him  a  cha- 
racter, and  treated  him  very  baldly  indeod.  It 
was  admitted  by  the  General  Manager,  Mr. 
Maxwell,  that  the  msbn  was  entitled  to  a  good 
character,  and  that  he  had  been  dealt  with  very 
badly.  Some  of  the  officers  of  the  department 
investigated  his  case  at  New  Plymouth.  The 
man  was  not  asked  to  be  present,  nor  was  he 
given  an  opportunity  of  bringing  forward  any 
evidence  :  in  fact,  he  was  condemned  unlieard. 
Surely  we  do  not  want  a  Board  of  that  kind  to 
deal  with  cases  in  that  way.  I  shall  not  oppose 
the  second  reading  of  the  Bill,  because  there 
appears  a  general  desire  throughout  the  country 
that  there  should  be  some  change.  When  the 
Bill  goes  into  Committee,  there  are  several 
clauses  which  I  shall  try  to  get  amended. 

Mr.  KERR.— I  feel  that  this  BiU  is  a  big 
leap  in  the  dark.  I  shall  vote  for  it  becanse 
I  think  any  system  would  be  better  than  the 
one  we  have  got,  for  it  is  made  of  red-tape. 
I  feel  satisfied  the  present  system  lies  with  uie 
Minister  for  Public  Works.  If  wo  gave  our 
present  Railway  Managers  a  little  more  lati- 
tude than  they  have  got  they  would  make  the 
railways  pay  very  well.  Their  hands  are  tied 
down  now  in  such  a  manner  that  they  can  do 
nothing  to  help  the  railway  at  all.  A  tariff  is 
sent  to  them  and  they  must  adhere  to  it.    If 
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a  man  comes  to  them  with  a  hundred  tons  of 
EtoS  and  offers  to  send  it  at  £1  a  ton,  and 
the  tariff  says  it  must  be  £1  Os.  Id.,  the 
Manager  is  bound  to  refuse  the  stuff.  Al- 
though I  shall  vote  for  the  second  reading 
of  the  Bill,  I  nm  satisfied  it  would  be  much 
better  if  the  Minister  for  Public  Works  would 
give  the  Bailway  Managers  a  little  latitude.  If 
this  were  done  the  Managers  would  make  money 
with  the  railways.  If  the  Minister  said  to 
tbem,  "  We  want  you  to  make  tlio  railways  pay 
2  or  24  per  cent.,"  I  am  sure  we  have  the  men 
in  New  Zealand  who  arc  capable  of  doing  that. 
It  seems  to  me  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this 
House  that  there  are  no  men  in  Kew  Zealand 
capable  of  doing  anything,  and  that  we  must 
import  men.  If  you  import  men  at  big  salaries 
yon  will  find  they  are  unused  to  the  kind  of 
work  they  will  have  to  do  here.  The  managers 
of  the  railways  at  Home  have  not  got  to 
consider  the  red-tape  system  at  all.  They  have 
to  run  against  other  companies,  and,  in  order 
to  be  successful  men,  they  have  to  run  out  the 
other  companies,  whether  they  make  money 
or  not.  Here  there  is  no  opposition  ;  we  have 
the  railways  in  our  own  hands.  As  it  is  the 
wish  of  the  House  that  the  proposed  system 
shoiiid  be  tried,  I  am  willing  to  support  the 
Bill,  but  I  am  satisfied  that  it  is  a  mistake. 

Mr.  TAYLOR.  —  I  do  not  intend  to  oppose 
the  second  reading  of  the  Bill,  because  I  think 
we  can  put  it  in  a  better  shape  in  Committee. 
The  Minister  of  .Tustice  referred  to  the  neces- 
sity for  these  Boards  in  consequence  of  the 
political  influence  of  members  of  this  House 
who  represent  constituencies  in  which  there  are 
a  few  railway  employes.  I  contend  that,  if  tlie 
railway  employes  had  a  Board  to  which  they 
could  apply  and  get  their  grievances  rectified, 
there  would  be  no  complaints.  I  hope  a  clause 
will  be  inserted  in  Committee,  making  pro- 
vision for  that.  I  have  personal  knowledge  as 
to  men  who  have  been  very  unfarily  treated. 
Numbers  of  men  have  spoken  to  me  about  their 
grievances  when  they  have  been  discharged, 
and  I  have  simply  told  them  that  I  could  do 
notliing  in  the  matter.  I  said,  "  I  cannot  use 
my  influence,  because  if  I  do,  and  you  are  taken 
into  the  service  again,  it  will  not  be  long  before 
they  will  find  fault  with  you  again,  and  you 
will  have  to  go."  The  General  Manager,  where 
ho  found  that  thcfe  men  had  been  wronged, 
has  had  them  taken  back  again.  I  give  him 
credit  for  that.  I  say  that  every  man ,  however 
humble  his  position,  has  a  right  to  have  his 
grievance  ventilated.  I  am  sure  the  Minister 
for  Public  Works  will  admit  that  there  is  no 
method  by  -which  these  men  con  get  their 
grievances  honestly  considered.  If  they  are 
discharged,  and  the  matter  is  referred  back  to 
the  men  who  discharged  them,  the  report  re- 
ceived is  not  of  a  favourable  character — it  is 
generally  of  a  prejudicial  character — and  it  is 
only  when  these  men  get  to  the  head  of  the 
department,  to  aji  officer  like  Mr.  Maxwell, 
that  they  can  get  fair -play.  I  want  to  see 
something  in  this  Bill  to  meet  that  phase  of  the 
question. 
Ui.  DUKCAIT. — I  think  the  line  taken  np 
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by  the  honourable  member  for  Moimt  Ida  is 
not  very  far  from  the  mark.    If  you  intend  the 
railways  to  pay,  there  is  no  need  to  appoint  a 
Board  to  raise  the  rates  and  to  work  them  on  a 
different  stylo  from  the  present.    What  you 
want  to  do  is  to  settle  the  land  through  which 
the  railways  already  run.    On  one  line  running 
through  the  best  land  in  tho  colony  you  will 
sometimes  go  ten   or   twelve  miles  and  see 
nothing  but  sheep.    There  ought  to  be  a  large 
population  settled  there.     The  best-paying  line 
in  the  colony  was  tho  Duntroon  line   before 
it  was  interfered   with.    It   was   a  light  line, 
built  by  the  Provincial  Government,  and  would 
have  paid  well  for  many  years  to  come   if  it 
had  been  left  as  it  was.    I  suppose  the  inten- 
tion was  to  make  it  uniform  with  other  lines 
The  railways  we  have  already  would  pay  if  we 
had  a  population  there.    The  population  being 
such  as  I  speak  of,  that  would  mean  bringing 
tho   land  into  cultivation ;  it  would   increase 
the  traffic,  and  it  would  mean  work  for  the  un- 
employed.    The  express-train   from   Duncdin 
to  Christchurch    is    nin   simply   to   please  a 
few  merchants  and   their  travellers.     If  you 
sit  in  that  train,  as  I  do  sometimes,  you  will 
hear  people  grumbling  at  tho  ti-ain  stopping  so 
often.     You  will  find  that  these  men  have  sea- 
son-tickets, and  they  would  like  to  run  through 
in  half  an   hour.     It  would  be  necessary  to 
get  some  system  of  balloon-travelling  to  please 
these  people.    If  the  expeiLse  is  not  too  large, 
I  should  like  to  see  a  return  showing  how  this 
express  between  Invercargill  and  Christchurch 
pays.    In  my  opinion  it  does  not  pay  at  all. 
If  it  pays,  certainly  the  slower  trains  must  be 
paying  handsomely.    I  do  not  think  there  is  an 
average  of  more  than  five  througli  passengers 
by  this  train.    I  see  by  the  nod  of  tho  ilmister 
for  Public  Works  that  he  agrees  witli  me.     If 
it  is  our  intention  to  make  tho  railways  pay, 
then  we  should  devise  some  means  of  settling 
the   land.      If  the  land  is  settled,  then  not 
only  will  tho  railways  pay,  but  tho  Customs 
revenue  will  be  raised  at  the  same  time,  and 
things  will  become  prosperous.    It  would  also  do 
away  with  the  "  unemployed  "  cry.    Raising  the 
fores  will  not  make  the  railways  pay.    Even 
relaxing  tho  rules  to  enable  concessions  to  be 
made  in  favour  of  large  consignments  will  make 
very  little  diSerence.    Even  the  last  portion  of 
the  line  completed  in  my  district  will  not  pay, 
in  my  opinion,  unless  something  is  done  in  the 
way  of  settling  people  on   the  land  there.     A 
few  bales  of  wool  or  a  few  truck-loads  of  wool 
in  a  year  will  not  make  a  line  pay.     If  the 
Government  sire   to  make    the  railways  pay, 
it  will  have  to  be  done  in  the  way  I  have  indi- 
cated.    I  do  not  believe  in  this  Bill,  and  I  may 
as  well  say  so.    I  believe  the  Government  can 
conduct  the  railways  as  well   as  any  Board,, 
and  perhaps  better.    I  may  just  say  a  word 
or  two   on   the  direction  in   which  I  think 
the  railways    could   be  worked   to  pay.      No- 
discretion  is  now  loft  with  the  local   Station- 
master  at  all.      He   cannot  put  on  an  extra- 
train  on  any  special  occasion,  for  fear  that  it 
may  not  pay.     Though  the  circumstances  are 
SQcb  that  he  knows  it  is  pretty  sore  to  pay  very 
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well,  be  Vnust  not  risk  it,  becanso  he  knows 
(hat,  if  it  happened  to  bring  a  few  shillings 
loss  than  what  will  pay,  the  department  would 
not  like  it,  and  consequently  would  grnmble. 
On  the  other  hand,  if  a  train  has  been  adver- 
tised to  run  specially  it  is  run  even  if  there  is 
no  tra£Sc  for  it.  If  the  local  Stationmaster 
were  given  a  little  latitude,  and  allowed  to  use 
his  own  judgment  and  local  knowledge,  he 
would  moke  his  part  of  the  line  pay  a  great 
deal  better  than  it  does  now,  and  tho  total 
number  of  such  cases  would  make  a  very  great 
difference  in  the  total  result.  I  know  very 
well  that  in  my  district  there  might  often 
be  a  special  train  run  from  Oamaru  to 
various  places,  and  it  would  pay  handsomely  ; 
but,  for  fear  of  getting  into  disfavour  if  one 
time  the  train  happened  to  not  return  quite 
its  cost,  the  Stationmaster  will  not  risk  it. 
His  instructions  are  to  get  a  guarantee  if  he 
can,  and  unless  he  can  get  that  he  will  not  take 
the  risk.  I  have  known,  myself,  csbses  in  which 
very  large  extra  returns  might  have  been  earned 
if  the  Stationmastcrs  were  allowed  a  little  dis- 
cretion ;  but  they  ai'e  not  allowed  to  take  any 
risk  in  case  the  return  should  be  a  shilling  or 
two  below  the  cost,  though  the  average  would 
a  good  deal  more  than  make  up  for  it.  I  have 
had  talks  with  Stationmasters,  and  I  have 
asked  them  their  opinions,  and  they  are  all 
of  opinion  that  the  General  Manager  should 
allow  just  a  little  reasonable  latitude,  and 
then  they  could  work  the  lines  a  great  deal 
bettor  than  they  do  now.  Another  thing  that 
should  be  done  is  this :  Those  working  the 
lailways  should  be  like  other  carriers :  instead 
of  waiting  to  have  everything  brought  to  them 
to  be  carried,  they  should,  like  other  carriers, 
look  up  work.  I^ow,  there  is  one  lino  in  my 
district  that  would  pay  well  during  the  sum- 
mer months  if  it  were  properly  worked.  There 
is  a  gravel-pit  where  the  line  runs,  with  about 
45ft.  in  tho  face  ;  and  a  demand  could  be 
got  for  that  gravel  for  forty  miles  along  the 
line — because  this  is  a  sort  of  gravel  tliat  is 
suitable  for  walks,  as  it  is  fine,  clean,  and 
white — ^if  it  could  be  carried  cheaply  and  con- 
veniently. The  way  would  be  to  make  arrange- 
ments to  take  so  many  trucks  at  a  time  ;  but 
on  this  line  trucks  can  often  be  seen  lying  for 
two  or  three  weeks  doing  nothing.  At  the 
slack  time  of  the  year  they  might  just  as  well 
be  running  if  any  traJBc  could  bo  found  for 
(hem,  and  I  am  sure  it  could  be  in  the  way  I 
say.  The  men  should  be  got  to  look  after  the 
troflic,  and  in  this  way,  I  believe,  the  lines 
would  be  made  to  pay  handsomely — at  any 
rate,  I  think  they  would  pay  1  per  cent,  more 
than  they  are  paying  now ;  and  I  think  they 
would  be  paying  exceedingly  well  if  they  did 
that.  If  our  railways  returned  3  or  3^  per 
<!ent.,  surely  wo  could  consider  them  to  be 
paying  handsomely ;  for,  if  we  take  into  con- 
sideration the  cost  that  would  be  entailed  in 
making  and  maintaining  roads  if  all  the  traffic 
were  done  by  road,  we  shall  find  that  what  is 
saved  there  far  more  than  makes  up  any  small 
difference  between  the  not  returns  of  the  rail- 
-ways  and  tho  interest  on  Uie  cost  of  construc- 
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tion.  Now,  I  think,  instead  of  trying  to  shift 
the  responsibili^  for  the  management  of  the 
railways  on  to  a  Board,  tho  Government  should 
themselves  try,  as  an  experiment  for  a  short 
time,  a  better  way  of  working  in  the  directions 
I  and  other  honourable  members  have  sug- 
gested. Instead  of  sitting  in  his  offioe  here 
writing  and  receiving  letters,  the  Minister 
should  leave  that  to  the  General  Manager, 
and  should  go  about  and  see  for  himself  how 
the  lines  are  worked,  and  talk  with  the  Station- 
masters;  and  I  am  sure  he  would,  if  he  went 
into  tho  thing  thoroughly,  see  that  the  best 
policy  would  be  to  give  them  a  little  latitude, 
and  expect  them  to  use  tiioir  owa  judgment 
and  discretion  a  good  deal  more  than  thoy  do 
now.  He  might  give  them  twelvo  months  to 
work  in  that  way,  and  let  them  understand 
that  if  the  results  were  not  satisfactory  they 
might  look  for  their  dismissal  at  the  end  of 
that  time.  Let  them  be  told  plainly  what  was 
expected  of  them,  and  sec  that  they  do  it.  If  you 
got  a  Board  you  will  not  find  that  questions  of 
railway  management  will  cease  to  come  up  and 
give  work  and  trouble  to  this  House.  There 
will  be  complaints  against  the  Board,  and  pres- 
sure will  be  brought  on  the  House  to  abolish  it 
before  it  has  got  a  fair  start.  Let  the  Board 
do  what  it  will,  tho  chances  are  that  it  would 
make  some  mistakes  before  it  got  a  fair  start; 
and  these  very  mistakes  would  got  up  a  cry 
against  it,  and  a  demand  to  do  away  with  the 
Board.  I  am  convinced  thero  would  be  the 
same  results  as  with  the  Government  Insurance 
Board,  and  I  know  I  should  not  like  to  be  one 
of  those  having  seats  at  the  Board,  even  if  it 
were  for  five  years.  Now,  I  am  sure  the  rail- 
ways could  be  managed  under  the  Government 
so  as  to  pay  much  better  than  they  do  now.  I 
do  not  know  if  it  is  known  to  the  Minister  Uiat 
a  rule  is  in  force  forbidding  the  employ^  on 
tho  railway,  if  they  have  anything  to  complain 
of,  from  bringing  it  before  a  member  of  this 
House.  I  do  not  think  it  is  creditable  to  who- 
ever issued  that  rule,  because  if  the  mcmboi  for 
the  district  is  a  reasonable  man — and  if  bo  is 
not  he  has  no  business  to  be  here — ^he  would  b« 
the  most  suitable  man  to  hear  any  complaints 
there  might  be,  and  the  one  best  fitted  in  help- 
ing  to  put  things  right.  I  certainly  think  that 
rule  ought  to  be  done  away  with.  I  do  not 
believe  in  tlie  Bill,  because  I  think  we  could  do 
better  without  it.  I  have  nothing  to  say  against 
the  Bill  as  a  Bill  of  its  kind;  but  it  is  my 
opinion  that  the  Government  could  m»naf(e 
the  lines  better  than  the  proposed  Board  could 
manage  them,  and  therefore  I  must  opposo  the 
BiU. 

Mr.  JONES.  —  Generally  in  the  speeohea 
which  have  been  made  in  this  debate  honoar- 
able  members  have  shown  that  they  knew  very 
well  what  they  were  speaking  about ;  but  I  wish 
to  call  attention  to  one  statement  mode  by  tho 
honourable  member  for  Te  Aro,  in  which  the 
honourable  gentleman  certainly  was  not  ac- 
curate :  indeed,  he  was  so  iuoccurate  that  I 
feel  bound  to  oall  attention  to  it.  Ho  said  that 
the  colonial-made  locomotives  are  so  hadlj 
constructed  that  they  endanger  the  lives  of 
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those  riding  behind  them.  Now,  the  fact  is 
that  not  a  single  colonial-made  locomotive  has 
yet  been  run  on  a  line.  I  happen  to  know  the 
oontiactors  for  the  colonial-made  locomotives, 
and  I  know  that  up  to  now  not  one  single  loco- 
motive has  been  token  over  from  the  contrac- 
tors and  taken  charge  of  by  the  Railway  Depart- 
ment. Therefore  the  honourable  gentleman's 
statement  was  an  extraordinary  one  to  make, 
and  I  trust  he  wUl  see  his  way  to  apologize 
for  having  made  it,  as  I  think  that  is  only  due 
k>  the  contractors,  whom  his  statement  is  cal- 
cnlatcd  to  injure,  and  who  are  a  well-known 
and  honourable  business  firm.  I  trust  that 
he  will  see  his  way  to  acknowledge  his  mis- 
take. In  reference  to  the  Bill  itself,  I  shall 
vote  for  the  second  reading ;  but  it  is  a  Bill  of 
snch  magnitude  that,  I  confess,  I  have  not  been 
able,  np  to  the  present  time,  to  consider  all  the 
various  points  in  it  with  the  attention  they 
deserve;  and  I  am  of  opinion  that  it  would 
be  better,  after  the  second  reading  has  been 
carried,  and  after  honourable  members  have 
had  an  opportunity  of  expressing  their  views, 
that  the  measure  should  not  be  forced  through 
this  session,  so  that  the  country  may  also  have 
an  opportunity  to  consider  the  measure  and 
pronounce  on  opinion  upon  it. 

Mr.  MARCHANT.— The  honourable  member 
for  Motueka  professes  himself  a  sceptic  in  re- 
gard to  the  Bill ;  but  I  think  he  used  one  of  the 
■strongest  arguments  in  support  of  it  when  he 
said  if  more  discretion  were  left  to  the  local 
managers  the  lines  could  be  made  to  pay.  They 
conld  be  made  to  pay,  no  doubt,  if  those  in 
charge  of  them  were  allowed  more  discretion, 
and  could  make  difiereut  charges  on  difFerent 
sections,  and  if  each  cose  of  reduction  were 
strictly  local ;  but  the  honourable  gentleman 
most  know  full  well  what  the  result  would  be 
if  the  manager  on  one  section  lowered  the  rates 
on  some  particular  article  of  produce  in  order 
to  foster  the  carriage  of  it  on  his  line.  Instantly 
the  settlers  along  other  sections  of  railway  would 
demand  similar  concessions.  The  managers 
wonld  refuse,  knowing  that  making  the  con- 
cessions there  could  not  aHect  the  amount  of 
t)raffic ;  on  which  an  agitation  would  be  imme- 
diately raised  against  them,  and  the  Minister 
would  have  to  interfere  to  protect  his  servants, 
and  then  the  whole  power  of  Parliament  would 
be  brought  to  bear  to  force  the  Minister  to  give 
way  and  make  the  concession.  It  is  only  pos- 
sible for  a  Board  such  as  proposed,  beyond 
political  control,  to  make  the  diilerential  rates 
necessary  to  make  the  different  sections  pay. 
The  honourable  member  for  Waitaki  referred 
to  the  qncstion  of  settlement :  I  think  the 
Uinistty  we  have  now  is  one  that  is  determined 
to  foster  settlement,  if  any  Ministry  could  be 
80  determined,  and  to  give  the  people  along 
the  linos  of  railway  the  best  facilities  for  using 
them.  The  honourable  member  also  stated  that 
the  railway  employes  are  forbidden  to  bring 
their  grievances  before  members  of  Parliament: 
and  that  statement  has  been  made  more  than 
once  in  this  House.  I  do  not  think  it  is  a  fair 
statement  to  make,  because  only  a  short  time 
ago  the  order  under  which  this  was  said  to  be 


done  was  laid  on  the  table  of  the  House,  having 
been  previously  moved  for.  It  is  dated  the  15th 
February,  1883,  and  reads  thus : — 

"  The  communication  of  official  information 
to  members  of  the  Press  or  other  persons  re- 
lating to  the  public  service  or  the  official  posi- 
tion of  any  employ^  is  forbidden,  except  so  far 
as  it  may  be  strictly  within  the  official  duties 
of  employes  to  supply  it.  Breach  of  this  rule 
will  render  employes  liable  to  dismissal. — J.  P. 
Maxwell." 

Now,  I  defy  any  one  to  say  that  this 
order 

Mr.  DUNCAN.— That  is  not  the  order  at 
all. 

Mr.  MABCHANT.— We  are  bound  to  assume 
it  is. 

Mr.  DUNCAN. — Well,  you  can  have  your 
own  way. 

Mr.  MAKCHANT.— If  the  honourable  gentle- 
man is  not  satisfied,  he  ought  to  move  for  a 
further  return ;  but,  in  the  meantime,  we  are 
bound  to  assume  that  this  is  the  only  order 
issued. 

Mr.  DUNCAN.— I  can  find  another. 

Mr.  MARCHANT.— The  honourable  gentle- 
man ought  to  find  it,  then,  and  lay  it  on  the 
table.  But  this  order  cannot  be  twisted  into 
saying  that  it  forbids  railway  employes  bringing 
any  complaints  they  may  have  under  the  notice 
of  Parliament.  As  for  the  Bill,  I  intend  to 
support  it,  as  I  believe  it  to  be  a  good  one,  and, 
at  all  events,  things  cannot  bo  worked  under 
it  worse  than  they  are  under  the  present  sys- 
tem. 

Mr.  KELLY. — It  is  my  intention  to  support 
the  second  reading  of  this  Bill ;  but,  at  the  same 
time,  I  think  it  is  not  right  that  the  manage- 
ment of  the  railways  should  wholly  leave  the 
control  of  the  Minister  for  Public  Works.  I 
think  that  when  the  Board  is  appointed  there 
will  be  practically  little  or  nothing  for  the  Minis- 
ter of  Public  Works  to  do,  because  he  tells  us, 
when  we  apply  for  funds  to  construct  roads  or 
repair  them,  that  there  is  no  money  for  that 
pur{x)8e ;  and  so  it  appears  to  me  that,  if  the 
Minister  has-  nothing  to  do  in  the  way  of  con- 
structing new  works  for  want  of  money,  and  ' 
if  the  management  of  the  works  already  con- 
structed is  token  from  him,  there  will  be 
nothing  left  for  him  to  do.  His  office  will  have 
to  be  shut  up.  The  Government  ought  to 
consider  well  before  they  appoint  this  Board ; 
but,  if  a  Board  is  to  be  appomted,  I  think  the 
Minister  for  Public  Works  should  be  a  member 
of  it.  It  has  been  said  during  this  debate,  with 
regard  to  the  money  spent  in  diilerent  districts 
in  the  different  workshops,  that  the  money 
should  be  distributed  over  the  colony.  Now,  I 
find,  by  a  return  laid  on  the  table,  showing  the 
work  done  at  the  different  workshops  for  other 
places,  that  at  Addington  lost  year  the  work 
done  was  of  the  value  of  £44,823 ;  at  Hillside, 
£4,960;  at  Newmarket,  Auckland,  £1,553; 
and  at  Pitone,  £482.  There  are  large  and  ex- 
pensive buildings  at  each  of  these  places  ;  a 
great  deal  of  money  is  spent  there ;  but  I  think 
that  the  money  should  be  better  distributed, 
for  it  is  evident  by  this  return  that  most  of  the 
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money  is  spent  at  Addington.  The  buildings 
at  Pitone  are  large  and  extensive,  and  yet  tlie 
sum  spent  there  on  works  was  only  £482.  I 
think  tiiat  the  members  representing  Welling- 
ton should  see  that  they  get  a  better  share  o{ 
the  large  sums  of  money  spent  than  what  they 
have  got.  I  think  that  the  members  represent- 
ing Auckland  should  also  see  that  they  get  a 
fair  share  of  the  money  voted  for  carrying  on 
these  works.  But  the  case  of  Pitone  is  worse, 
for  such  large  and  extensive  buildings  should 
never  have  been  erected  if  only  £432  is  to  be 
spent  there,  against  £44,823  at  Addington.  All 
over  the  colony,  in  my  opinion,  buildings  have 
been  erected  that  are  not  required,  and  in  that 
way  the  present  crisis  has  been  brought  on. 
We  were  told  to-day  that  locomotives  manufac- 
tured in  this  country  cost  40  per  cent,  more 
than  they  would  have  cost  if  imported.  I 
think  that  40  per  cent,  should  have  been  saved, 
or  that  these  buildings  should  never  have  been 
erected.  Although  it  is  my  intention  to  sup- 
port local  industries,  and  encourage  the  manu- 
facture of  our  locomotives,  at  the  same  time 
I  think  that  the  money  should  bo  fairly  dis- 
tributed all  over  the  country,  and  that  such 
large  sums  should  not  be  spent  in  one  place, 
to  the  great  disadvantage  of  others.  With 
regard  to  the  railways,  it  has  been  said  here 
to-night  that  they  were  not  made  to  pay. 
Now,  we  have  1,700  miles  of  railways ;  and 
I  contend  that,  wherever  these  railways  are, 
the  people  that  have  the  advantage  of  them 
should  be  made  to  pay  a  certain  amount  to  the 
taxation  of  the  country.  When  the  proposal 
to  make  railways  \yas  first  brought  before  the 
IIou.se  it  was  proposed  that  the  lands  through 
which  they  were  to  run  should  be  rated  to  pay 
something  towards  the  interest  on  cost  of  con- 
struction— that  an  area  extending  five  or  ten 
miles  on  each  side  of  the  lines  should  be  rated 
on  account  of  its  enhanced  value.  I  do  not  see 
why  this  should  not  have  been  done.  The  land 
has  been  enlianccd  in  value  by  the  construc- 
tion of  these  railways,  and  I  do  not  see  why 
it  should  not  pay  something.  The  district 
.1  represent  is  a  large  one.  We  have  neither 
railways  nor  proper  roads,  and  in  the  winter  it 
is  impossible  to  travel  over  the  roads  even 
on  horseback;  and  yet  we  are  told  that  wo 
cannot  get  a  sum  of  £100  or  £200  to  construct 
or  repair  the  road  that  was  destroyed  by  the 
late  Tarawera  eruption.  The  position  is,  in 
my  opinion,  a  melancholy  one,  because  I  con- 
tend that  those  who  use  the  railways,  or  who 
have  railways  running  tlirough  their  property 
or  through  their  district,  should  support  them, 
and  not  allow  the  country  to  suffer  any  loss  from 
them.  At  any  rate  those  persons  should  assist, 
to  a  certain  extent,  other  districts  to  get  roads 
and  bridges  for  the  convenience  of  the  people. 
There  are  many  districts  where  there  are 
neither  roads  nor  bridges,  not  to  speak  of  rail- 
ways. There  is  no  doubt  that  railways  are  a 
great  benefit  to  the  people  when  they  run 
through  their  districts ;  and  I  think  that  some- 
thing should  be  done  to  provide  that  those  who 
ride  in  the  railways  and  have  the  advantage 
of  them  should  pay  something  extra  towards 
Mr.  Kelly 


the  taxation  of  the  country.  The  honour- 
able member  for  Wallace  spoke  in  a  very 
gloomy  tone  of  the  position  of  the  country.  He- 
said  that  we  were  practically  bankrupt.  I  do'- 
not  like  to  hear  honourable  members  run  down 
the  country  in  this  House  to  that  extent. 
My  own  opinion  is  that  if  there  wore  a  policy 
in  this  country,  a  scheme  of  public  works,  a 
scheme  of  immigration,  and  the  settlement  of 
the  waste  lands  of  the  Crown,  and  the  encou- 
ragement of  local  industries,  the  country  would 
soon  be  out  of  its  present  difficulty.  The  coun- 
try is  not  bankrupt ;  it  is  not  in  such  a  bad 
state  as  that.  No  country  can  be  bankrupt 
which  has  twenty  millions*  worth  of  railways, 
twenty  million  acres  of  land,  besides  other  pro- 
perty worth  at  least  another  twenty  millions.  It 
we  had  a  Ministry  who  would  grapple  with  the 
question  of  our  difficulties  and  bring  forward  a 
true  policy  that  would  protect  local  industries, 
in  a  short  time  the  country  would  be  relieved 
from  its  present  financial  condition,  and  I  hope 
that  when  we  meet  next  session  some  mea- 
sures may  be  brought  before'  the  House  in  that 
direction.  I  hope  that  we  shall  have  this  great 
scheme  which  the  honourable  member  for 
Christchurch  North  talks  about.  I  hope  that 
he  will  come  dowu  and  give  us  a  scheme  which 
will  push  the  country  ahead  and  secure  pro- 
gress and  prosperty  in  the  future.  Until  we 
have  a  Government  which  will  do  something 
in  that  direction  we  shall  not  get  out  of  our 
difficulties.  I  intend  to  support  the  second 
reading  of  the  Bill,  but  I  am  not  very  favourably 
inclined  towards  the  Board.  A  number  of 
honourable  gentlemen  have  intimated  that 
they  will  move  amendments  in  Committee, 
and  I,  too,  have  certain  amendments  which 
I  shall  endeavour  to  get  carried,  and  if  I  can- 
not get  tlicm  carried  I  shall  hold  myself  free 
to  oppose  the  Bill  at  its  third  reading. 

Mr.  HOBBS. — In  supportuig  the  second  read- 
ing of  this  Bill  I  do  so  with  great  misgivings. 
I  regret  to  say  that  I  have  noticed  an  uttor 
absence,  during  this  debate,  of  sympathy  with 
the  settlement  of  the  people  on  the  lands  of  the 
colony.  I  notice  that  one  or  two  speakers  have 
not  lost  sight  of  this  matter,  but  a  majority  of  the 
speakers  have  advocated  making  the  railways 
pay  by  managing  them  on  purely  commercial 
principles.  Sir,  if  it  is  the  intention  that  this 
country  shall  prosper,  you  may  depend  upon  it 
that  prosperity  can  only  be  secured  by  going 
on  with  roads  and  bridges  and  railways;  and, 
if  members  representing  cities  intend  to  so 
thoroughly  ignore  the  question  of  the  settlement 
of  the  people — I  mean  as  they  seem  to  be  doing 
during  this  debate — then,  I  say,  the  country  will 
never  prosper.  It  is  all  very  well  to  have  elo- 
quent speeches,  but  we  want  something  more 
than  that.  I  do  not,  like  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Bangitikei,  look  forward  to  a  time  when 
we  shall  be  able  to  ride  on  the  railways  free  of 
cost,  just  as  we  do  over  our  roads  and  bridges. 
Ho  may  live  to  see  that,  but  I  do  not  expect  to 
see  it.  But  I  do  feel  that  there  is  a  great 
principle  underlying  all  this  talk  about  maJcing 
the  railways  pay ;  and  I  fear  that,  in  talking  of 
this  as  we  are  doing  to-night,  we  are  losing 
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sight  of  what  is  more  necessary  for  the  perma- 
nent prosperity  of  the  colony — the  settlement 
-of  the  people  upon  the  land,  and  facilities  for 
their  getting  their  produce  to  market.  I  was 
glad  to  hear  the  honourable  member  for  Wai- 
teia  speak  as  he  did  upon  that  point,  though 
I  was  sorry  he  again  adopted  a  line  of  argu- 
ment which  he  often  adopts  in  this  House.  He 
■  talks  of  there  being  sheep  upon  the  land — 
nothing  but  sheep !  There  may  be  a  good  deal 
in  thai ;  but,  as  one  who  is  not  at  all  interested 
in  sheep,  I  should  like  to  ask  the  honourable 
gentleman,  where  should  wo  be  to-day  if  we 
had  not  sheep  upon  the  land  ?  How  should  we 
fill  the  steamers  which  come  to  onr  ports  for 
mutton  and  wool,  and  how  should  we  get  on  in 
these  times,  if  it  were  not  for  the  sheep  in- 
dustry ?  I  feel  that  it  is  a  fatal  mistake  this 
continually  harping  upon  the  subject  of  sheep 
upon  the  land.  I  think  we  may  be  thankful 
to  God  that  we  have  sheep,  the  wool  alone 
from  which  so  largely  augments  our  exports, 
and  I  say  that  we  must  turn  onr  land  to  ac- 
-count  if  we  want  to  revive  onr  prosperity. 
That  is  why  I  am  anxious  about  the  settlement 
of  the  land,  and  we  cannot  expect  the  people 
to  go  upon  the  land  unless  we  have  railways  or 
roads  and  bridges.  Do  not  let  ns  ignore  these 
matters.  Let  us  look  at  the  whole  question 
fairly.  If  you  hand  over  these  railways  to  a 
Board  whose  only  duty  it  will  be  to  make  the 
railways  pay,  I  am  afraid  the  best  and  most 
permanent  interests  of  the  country  will  suffer. 

Mr.  R.  H.  J.  REEVES.— I  just  wish  to  say 
that  I  hope  the  honourable  gentleman  in  charge 
■of  this  Bill  will  ho  satisfied  with  taking  the 
second  reading,  and  then  letting  the  matter 
stand  over  so  as  to  give  honourable  members  an 
opportunity  of  considering  the  matter  a  little 
more  closely,  of  looking  at  the  pros  and  com, 
the  advantages  and  disadvantages  which  may 
be  expected  to  arise  from  the  pa.ssing  of  such  a 
measure  as  this.  I  hope  the  honourable  gentle- 
man will  study  the  full  working  of  the  system 
of  a  Board  in  Victoria.  He  must  remember 
that  Victoria  is  the  only  colony  which  has 
adopted  this  system.  The  ^Minister  of  Justice 
«poke  of  "other  colonies;"  but  only  one  has 
so  far  adopted  it,  and  I  do  not  know  that  it 
is  entirely  satisfactory  there.  If  we  are  to  be- 
lieve the  public  Press  the  Chief  Commissioner 
there  is  already  rather  anxious  to  throw  up  his 
billet,  for  he  seems  disgusted,  finding  that  it  is 
impossible  for  him  to  resist  the  political  pres- 
sure that  is  brought  to  bear  upon  him.  I  think, 
myself,  that  the  honourable  gentleman  in 
charge  of  the  Public  Works  Department  here 
is  a  sufficiently  clear-headed  man,  a  man  of 
snf&ciently  strong  mind,  to  see  that  things  are 
properly  carried  out  in  his  department,  and  I  do 
not  see  the  necessity  for  a  Commission  to  take 
the  matter  out  of  his  bands.  You  may  depend 
upon  it  that,  if  power  is  taken  out  of  the  hands 
of  the  Government,  there  will  still  be  political 
pressure  brought  to  bear,  just  as  there  has  been 
in  the  past.  A  large  number  of  members 
would  like  to  make  the  railways  simply  a 
commercial  concern,  but  I  think  we  should 
look  beyond  the  mere  question  of  the  direct 


advantages  of  the  railways.  Wo  should  look 
at  the  collateral  advantages  arising  from  them. 
If  they  do  not  pay  in  one  direction  they  pay 
in  another.  I  will  not  say  more  at  this  late 
hour;  but  I  hope  that  the  honourable  gentle- 
man will  be  content  with  taking  the  second 
reading  of  this  Bill  for  this  session,  and  defer 
further  consideration  until  next  year. 

Sir  G.  GREY. — I  do  not  wish  to  detain  the 
House  many  minutes,  but  I  think  it  right  to 
make  a  few  remarks  on  the  subject  of  this  Bill. 
Firstly,  I  would  say,  in  regard  to  the  past 
management  of  the  railways,  I  believe  that  the 
past  management  of  the  railways  has  been 
good.  Accidents  have  been  surprisingly  few. 
I  believe  that  the  comfort  of  the  railways  is 
very  great,  and  I  am  perfectly  certain  that  the 
attention  of  the  public  servants  employed  on 
the  railways  is  very  remarkable  indeed.  I  am 
acquainted  with  railways  in  many  parts  of  the 
world.  I  have  seen  no  railways  which  have  a 
more  respectable  class  of  officers  than  the  rail- 
ways of  New  Zealand  ceui  boost  of  at  the  present 
time.  Therefore,  so  far  as  the  management  of 
the  railways  goes,  I  myself  desire  no  reform. 
Then  comes  the  question  of  price,  and  we  can 
rely  that  these  gentlemen  whom  it  is  proposed 
to  appoint  would  insist  on  that  being  main- 
tained. I  should  be  anxious  to  know  where  the 
persons  appointed  to  this  Board  are  to  be 
taken  from.  I  contend  that  in  New  Zealand 
wo  have  men  perfectly  capable  of  filling  every 
position  required  to  be  filled  in  this  colony ; 
and  it  is  on  entire  mistake  and  a  most  unfair 
proceeding  to  ignore  our  own  population  in 
new  appointments  of  this  kind.  If  I  am 
told  that  the  railways  do  not  sufficiently 
pay,  my  answer  is  this:  The  real  question 
is,  In  what  manner  can  the  railways  be 
mode  really  most  serviceable  in  promoting  the 
prosperity  of  the  country?  I  think  it  is  an 
entire  mistake  to  say  we  must  look  only  to 
profits  from  the  railways.  Our  real  duty  is  to 
render  them  serviceable  to  the  whole  com- 
munity. I  am  quite  satisfied  that,  if  we  ceased 
to  hold  the  railways  ourselves,  in  any  manner 
whatever,  we  should  lose  that  control  over  them 
which  is  requisite  to  secure  the  prosperity  of 
the  entire  community.  That  is,  if  we  were 
to  lose  the  control  of  our  railways,  we  should 
injure  the  whole  population  of  New  Zealand. 
If  wo  were  to  sell  them,  and  put  them  into 
the  hands  of  other  persons,  we  should  deal 
as  great  a  blow  at  the  future  prosperity  of 
New  Zealand  as  it  would  be  possible  for  our 
greatest  enemies  to  achieve ;  and  I  think 
that  by  taking  them  out  of  the  hands  of  this 
Parliament  we  should  achieve  exactly  the 
same  object.  If  they  were  leased,  we  should  do 
an  injury  to  the  people  of  New  Zealand.  The 
whole  of  the  arguments  that  have  been  used 
upon  that  subject,  to  my  mind,  amounted  to 
this:  They  said  that  the  railways  must  be 
managed  by  a  non- political  Board; — and  I 
believe  that  almost  everything  done  in  New 
Zealand  ought  to  be  managed  by  a  non-political 
Board,  and  it  is  that  aspect  of  the  subject 
that  induces  me  to  say  this :  that  the  only 
manner   in    which  we   can   attain   that  end 
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IB  by  constitnting  a  Ministry  which  shall  be 
in  office  for  a  certain  number  of  years,  and 
cannot  be  turned  out.  In  that  case  you  will 
have  a  non-political  Ministry — a  Ministry  not 
dependent  on  the  votes  of  Parliament,  but  on 
the  will  of  the  people  of  the  country.  If  a 
Government  knew  they  were  only  in  for  four 
years,  and  that  the  only  way  in  which  they 
could  be  turned  out  would  be  by  a  vote  of  the 
whole  people  of  New  Zealand,  they  would 
necessarily  have  carefully  to  study  the  good 
of  the  country,  and  the  position  in  which 
they  stand  in  the  estimation  of  the  people 
of  New  Zealand :  if  they  carefully  attended 
to  this  they  would  have  a  prospect  of  another 
tenure  of  office  for  an  equal  period  of  time. 
That  is  the  way  to  attain  the  object  which  the 
present  Mini-stry  have  in  view.  The  railways 
and  all  other  things  would  then  be  nndcr  a  non- 
political  Boacd.  But  I  contend  that  to  place 
the  railways  under  a  non-political  Board  would 
only  attain  the  object  in  part,  not  wholly.  A 
Board  would  look,  I  believe,  solely  to  the  sums 
of  money  which  they  could  show  they  had  ob- 
tained for  the  country.  Honourable  gentle- 
men have  pointed  out  what  is  the  real  fact  of 
the  case,  that  the  railways  belong  to  the  whole 
of  the  people  of  Kew  Zealand.  We  form  one 
great  company  for  that  purpose.  In  that  com- 
pany every  inhabitant  of  New  Zealand  is  a 
shareholder,  and  he  does  not  look  for  a 
dividend,  as  people  do  in  a  company,  but 
looks  for  certain  advantages  from  the  railways. 
And  what  I  long  to  see,  though,  of  course,  I 
shall  not  live  to  see  it,  is  the  time  when  the 
railways  of  New  Zealand  will  be  worked  at 
almost  no  charge  whatever  to  the  country  for 
either  passenger  traffic  or  produce  being  dragged 
along  the  line.  It  is  incalculable  how  tins 
would  add  to  the  wealth  of  New  Zealand.  The 
present  Ministers,  if  they  had  the  will  in 
themselves  to  do  it,  might  enrich  the  greater 
portion,  if  not  the  whole,  of  the  inhabitants  of 
New  Zealand  to  an  extent  which  is  almost  in- 
conceivable. For  instance,  take  the  cose  of  any 
railway  you  please.  Supposing  that  in  a  dis- 
tance of  two  hundred  miles  from  Wellington 
it  cost  no  more  to  reach  that  point  than  it  did 
a  distance  of  ten  miles,  or  to  tt^e  your  produce 
that  distance,  it  would  give  to  that  distant 
place  almost  the  same  value  for  its  lands 
which  lands  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Wel- 
lington have  at  the  present  time.  How  that 
would  odd  to  the  welfare  of  a  largo  number  of 
persons  I  And  yet  I  am  certain  that  at  no  very 
distant  date  that  really  will  prevail  in  New 
Zealand.  If  you  once  let  your  railroads  pass 
out  of  your  hands  you  lose  all  possibility  of 
attaining  such  on  end.  Then,  I  ask  honour- 
able gentlemen  to  recollect  this:  ihat  at 
the  present  moment  in  the  United  States  the 
one  great  question  occupying  many  minds 
is  the  manner  in  which  the  United  States 
can  purchase  the  railroads  from  the  present 
private  possessors  and  make  them  the  pro- 
perty of  the  nation.  They  say  that  the  cost 
will  be  so  great  that  they  hardly  know  how  to 
venture  upon  an  undertaking  of  that  kind.  We 
iiave  the  railways  in  oux  possession,  and  I  be- 
Sir  a.  Orey 


lieve  this  Bill  is  the  first  step  to  giving  np  that 
advantage,  which  I  prize,  myself,  so  highly. 
Therefore  I  shall  feel  it  a  duty  that  I  owe  to  the 
inhabitants  of  New  Zealand  to  record  my  vote 
against  the  measure.  I  have  heard  honourable 
members  saying  that  they  are  opposed  to 
the  Bill,  but,  nevertheless,  will  vote  for  its 
second  reading,  and  try  to  make  alterations  in 
it  in  Committee.  Being  opposed  to  the  Bill,  I 
feel  that  I  ought  to  oppose  it  from  the  first. 
Not  that  I  wish  to  create  any  embarrassment 
whatever,  but  I  believe  if  a  majority  of  the 
House  are  opposed  to  the  measure  they  will 
less  embarrass  the  Government  by  at  once 
voting  against  it  than  by  voting  in  favour  of 
its  second  reading  and  then  wasting  time  in 
Committee.  Therefore,  with  no  intention  of 
causing  unnecessary  embarrassment,  but  from 
a  conviction  that  the  measure  itself  is  opposed 
to  the  interests  of  the  inhabitiuits  of  New 
Zealand,  I  shall  feel  it  my  duty  to  give  my 
vote  against  the  second  reading  of  this  Bill. 

Mr.  MITCHELSON.— I  think  the  House  is 
to  be  congratulated  upon  the  manner  in  which 
this  proposal  has  been  received.    I  am  quite 
satisfied  from  the  expressions  that  have  fallen 
from  honourable  members  during  this  debate 
that  it  will  be  made  a  workable  measure  in 
Committee.    In  regard  to  the  remarks  of  the 
honourable  member  for  Auckland  Central  as  to 
a  non-political  Ministry,  I  hope  to  see  the  day 
when  such  a  thing  will  be  the  case.    If  such  a 
Ministry  were  to  bo  appointed  for  a  fixed  term 
of  years  there  would  oe  no  necessity  for  this 
Bill ;  but,  seeing  that  imder  our  present  Con- 
stitution the  Ministry  of  the  day  are  subject  to 
the  will  of  the  House,  the  only  course  we  can 
in  the  meantime  adopt  is  to  appoint  a  non- 
politioal  Railway  Boaii — \vhich  will,  I  believe, 
give  a  great  deal  of  satisfaction  to  the  country 
as  a  whole,  and  also  to  the  members  of  this 
House.     I  quite   agree  with  the  honourable 
gentleman  also  that  the  railways  are  the  pro- 
perty of  the  people,  and  should  be  worked  for 
the  advantage  of  the  people,  the  opening-up  of 
the  country,  and  the  prosperous  settlement  of 
our  lands.     He  must  know,  however,  that  a 
great  deal  of  pressure  has  been  brought  upon 
Ministries  in  past  years,  which  has  acted  detri- 
mentally to  the  best  interests  of  the  country. 
Without  doubt  a  large  expenditure  has   been 
incurred  in  the  construction  of  what  is  known 
as  political   railways  which    ought   never  to 
have  been  incurred,  and  the  lands  which  it 
was  supposed  they  would  open  up  for  settle- 
ment have  remained  unsettled   to  this  day. 
That  is  a  question  which  ought  to  be   very 
carefully  considered  by  the  Board,  for  without 
prosperous  settlement  there  is  not  much  hope 
for  our  railways.     With  reference  to  the  re- 
marks of  the  honourable  member  for  Waitoki, 
I  have  myself  visited  some  of  the  lands  which 
he  alluded  to,  and  can  to  a  certain  extent  bear 
out  the  statements  that  he  made.    I  do  not 
wish  to  detain  the  House  at  this  late  hour, 
as  my  honourable  colleague  the  Minister  of 
Mines  has  an  important  Bill  relating  to  the 
mining  industry  which  he  is  anxious  to  have 
read  a  second  time  before  half-past  twelve,  in 
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order  that  it  may  be  sent  to  the  Committee.     I 
beg  to  move  the  second  reading  of  the  Bill. 

The  Uoaso  divided  oa  the  question,  "That 
the  Bill  be  now  read  a  second  time." 


Ayes, 

51. 

AUen 

Izard 

O'Callaghan 

Anderson 

Jones 

Ormond 

Atkinson 

Kelly 

Peacock 

Boetham 

Kerr 

Perceval 

Bruce 

lAnce 

Pvke 

Cadman 

Iiamach 

Reeves,  W.  P. 

Cowan 

Lawry 

Bichardson,  G 

Dodaon 

Levestam 

Bussell 

Peldwick 

Longhroy 

Sej-mour 
StSward,  W.  J. 

Fei;gus 

Macarthur 

Fisher 

Mackenzie 

,  T.    S.-Menteath 

Fitchett 

Marchant 

Thompson,  T. 

Fraser 

McGregor 

Wilson 

Fulton 

Mitchelson 

Withy. 

Goldie 

Moat 

tellert. 

Grimmond 

Monk 

Tanner 

Hamlin 

Kewman 

Whyte. 

Hobbs 

Noes, 

S. 

Barron 
Buxton 

Parata 
Seddon. 

Paibs 

Tellers. 
Mackenzie,  M. 
Moss. 

For 

Against. 

Buchanan 

Beeves,  B.  H.  J. 

Hodgkir 

son 

Grey 

McKenzie,  J. 

Pisli 

Mills 

Joyce 

Pearson 

Duncan 

Bhodes 

Samuel 

Bichardson,  E. 

Guinness 

Boss 

Turn  bull 

Walker. 

Blake. 

Majority  for,  45. 

Bill  read  a  second  time. 

MINING  BILL  (No.  2). 
Mr.  G.  F.  BICHARDSON,  in  moving  the 
second  reading  of  this  Bill,  said  that,  looking  to 
the  fact  that  this  Bill  had,  after  its  second  read- 
ing, to  go  to  the  Mines  Committee,  he  would 
not  speak  at  any  length  upon  it,  but  would 
shortly  recapitulate  its  principal  features.  The 
first  important  provision  was  to  allow  the  Qo- 
vemment  to  take  land  under  the  Public  Works 
Act  for  tailings  and  sludge  -  channels.  The 
second  was  to  prevent  the  parting  with  riparian 
rights  in  disposing  of  lands  in  mining  districts 
in  the  future.  The  next  important  provision  in 
the  Bill,  which  principally  affected  the  Thames 
and  Coromondel,  was  to  give  the  right  to  mine 
under  the  foreshore  and  under  the  sea.  Legis- 
lative provision  was  made  to  allow  mining  in 
State  forests;  and  it  was  proposed  under  the 
Bill  to  legalise  the  position  of  the  Thames 
Drainage  Board.  That  Board  at  present  was 
acting  without  power  to  enforce  its  regulations. 
"  The  Drainage  of  Mines  Act,  1884,"  which  had 
been  rcpetJed  by  the  Mining  Act  of  1886,  had 
rendered  the  regulations  of  the  Thames  Drain- 
age Board  inoperative,  and  the  provision  in 
clause  8  of  the  Bill  introduced  a  remedy  for 


that  defect.  The  rest  of  the  Bill  consisted  of 
clauses  providing  for  the  remedy  of  technical 
defects  in  the  existing  Mines  Act.  He  might 
say  that  the  Bill  had  been  introduced  by  the 
Government  at  the  suggestion  of  those  con- 
cerned in  the  important  industry  of  mining, 
and  he  hoped  the  House  would  allow  it  to  be 
read  a  second  time  and  referred  to  the  Gold- 
fields  and  Mines  Conuuittee. 

Mr.  SEDDON  intended  to  support  the  Bill, 
but  thought  tbat,  where  retrospective  legisla- 
tion was  intended,  it  was  only  fair  to  take  the 
House  into  confidence,  or  otherwise,  when  a 
sum  of  money  wa.s  required,  it  might  be  after- 
wards said  that  the  goldfieldn  members  had 
permitted  the  principle  of  the  Bill  to  be  agreed 
to  without  pointing  out  to  the  House  what  the 
effect  of  the  legislation  would  be.  It  was  pro- 
posed in  the  Bill  to  take  land  for  the  deposit  of 
tailings  under  the  Public  Works  Act.  Tliat 
was  a  new  thing  altogether,  and  it  was  a  thing 
also  that  was  contrary  to  the  law  at  the  present 
time.  Land  purchased  before  1878  could  not 
bo  resumed  or  taken  back  for  the  purpose  of 
depositing  tailings,  &c.,  upon  it.  Therefore  to 
that  extent  this  Bill  was  a  reversal  of  the  exist- 
ing law,  and  he  thought  it  only  right  and  fair  to 
the  House  to  say  that  this  Bill  was  going  behind 
the  existing  law ;  and  no  doubt  those  who  pui- 
chasod  land  before  1878  would  think  they  were 
DOW  being  unfairly  treated.  The  second  part 
of  the  Bill  was  in  itself  of  su£5cient  importanca 
to  justify  the  House  in  passing  the  measure. 
It  provided  what  obtained  on  the  goldfielda  in 
the  other  colonies — that,  where  land  was  sold 
in  close  proximity  to  gold-workings,  the  owner 
of  that  land  should  have  no  right  to  recover 
damages  against  miners  who  polluted  streams. 
It  did  away  with  riparian  rights.  In  mining 
districts,  but  for  the  goldfields  a  man's  land 
would  be  of  little  value  to  him  for  settlement ; 
but  under  the  existing  law  he  had  power  to 
recover  damages  for  the  pollution  of  a  stream, 
notwithstanding  that  the  working  of  the  mines 
gave  all  the  value  to  his  land.  It  was  found  on 
tlio  West  Coast  that  settlers  who  received  great 
benefit  from  the  working  of  the  goldfields  sued 
in  the  Supremo  Court  for  damages  in  this  re- 
spect, and  unless  something  was  done  to  de- 
prive them  of  this  right  the  result  would  be  to 
stop  gold-mining  altogether.  The  Legislature 
had  no  right  to  deprive  any  person  of  his  pro- 
perty without  paying  fair  compensation ;  but 
for  the  future,  in  the  interest  of  mining,  it 
was  necessary  that  this  Bill  should  pass, 
more  especially  as  the  House  was  now  giving 
away  largo  tracts  of  country  for  the  con- 
struction of  public  works.  The  provisions  for 
mining  on  the  foreshore  applied  more  par- 
ticularly to  the  North  Island ;  but  these  would 
be  inoperative  if  the  Bill  were  pa-ssed  in  its 
present  shape.  In  the  first  place,  £20  was 
demanded  for  survey,  and  one  could  not  mine 
at  a  depth  of  less  than  150ft.  from  the  surface. 
Why  should  it  be  IflOft.  below  the  surface? 
There  was  no  necessity  for  stipulating  that 
great  depth.  If  gold  was  to  bo  got  at  a  depth 
of  snft.  from  the  surface,  why  should  miners 
not  be  permitted  to  work  at  that  depth  ? 
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An  Hon.  Membeb. — The  sea  might  come  in 
upon  them. 

•  Mr.  SEDDON  said  the  miners  would  take  all 
precautions  against  tlie  sea  coming  in.  Tliere 
was  a  very  largo  power  in  this  Bill  which  the 
Minister  hod  not  mentioned— that,  where  the 
!Nativcs  had  ceded  land  for  mining  purposes, 
and  had  made  a  contract  and  conditions  as  to 
the  ceding  of  that  land,  the  Governor  was  to 
have  the  power  to  alter  and  vary  that  contract 
without  the  consent  o{  the  Natives.  That  was 
taking  advantage  of  those  who  had  given  the 
Government  power  to  take  their  land  for  mining 
purposes,  and  he  would  be  no  party  to  the 
passing  of  such  a  law.  There  ought  to  be  con- 
sent, and  a  mutual  givoand-take  between  the 
two  paities.  It  was  in  tlic  interest  of  mining 
that  there  should  be  an  alteration  of  the  exist- 
ing contracts;  but,  at  the  same  time,  where  a 
contract  was  made  between  two  parties  both 
should  bo  consenting  parties  to  the  varying  of 
that  contract.  There  was  another  question 
raised,  which  was  of  importance  to  the  South 
Island,  that  persons  holding  residence  sites  had 
to  pay  licenses.  Now,  he  did  not  think  that 
would  be  agreed  to.  The  goldficlds  members 
hod  always  insisted  that  residence  area  was  a 
man's  tenure,  and  he  paid  £1  a  year  for  it ;  and 
he  (llr.  Scddon)  failed  to  see  why  a  man 
should  pay  ±3  a  year  because  he  carried  on 
business  on  that  particular  site.  The  total 
area  he  could  hold  was  one  acre,  and  the  pay- 
ment of  £1  for  it  was  quite  enough,  without 
being  called  on  to  pay  £3  a  year  for  a  business 
license.  Then,  there  was  in  this  Bill  anotlier 
point.  A  uiau  who  worked  for  a  miner  would 
be  called  WjMxi  to  hold  a  miner's  right;  and 
this  meant  that  a  double  tax  would  be  paid. 
One  man,  the  cmplo}°er,  paid  for  holding  the 
land ;  and  why,  therefore,  should  the  man 
who  was  working  for  Inm  on  wages  be  called 
upon  to  pay  a  liceuse-fee  for  working  for 
another  man  on  the  goldficld  ?  There  was 
no  reason  why  this  man,  any  more  than  a 
man  working  for  a  road  contractor,  should 
be  made  to  pay  for  a  miner's  right.  He  did 
not  think  the  tiling  was  at  all  right  in  prin- 
ciple, and  consequently  to  that  part  of  the 
Bill  he  took  exception.  It  was  considered  by 
the  late  Parliament,  when  the  present  Mining 
Act  was  before  the  House,  and  it  was  unani- 
mously agreed  that  the  principle  of  charging 
wages-men  for  miners'  rights  was  unnecessary. 
With  the  exceptions  he  had  mentioned,  he 
thought  the  Bill  before  the  House  one  that 
should  be  passed.  It  wonld  have  his  support, 
and  in  Committee  be  would  endeavour  to  make 
the  measure  as  workable  as  possible. 

Mr.  CADMAN  said,  tin-  amendments  of  the 
law  proposed  by  this  Bill  being  mainly  of  a 
technical  nature,  there  was  little  to  be  dis- 
cussed, more  especially  as  the  Bill  hod  to  go 
to  the  Goldfields  and  Mines  Committee.  But 
he  had  hoped  that  the  Minister  would  have 
taken  some  notice  of  the  complaints  that  had 
arisen  in  connection  with  the  new  goldfield 
at  Maritoto.  In  the  working  of  a  new  Act 
there  was  certain  to  be  a  little  friction,  and  he 
would  have  been  glad  to  see  some  provision 


made  for  rubbing  off  this  little  soreness.  The 
objections  raised  on  the  northern  goldfields 
were  of  a  threefold  character — first  in  respect 
to  manning  the  ground,  another  in  respect  to 
the  area  to  be  taken  up,  and  the  third  as  to  the 
time  allowed  for  the  completion  of  surveys. 
Under  the  regulations  provision  was  mado 
that  one  man  should  be  allowed  to  man  or 
v.'ork  two  acres.  This  was  not  independent  of 
the  tributers,  and  the  provision  should  bo  made 
to  apply  independent  of  tributers.  He  knew  of 
one  licensed  holding  which  had  been  working 
for  some  years  by  tributers  only,  and  paying 
the  holders  dividends.  This  simply  meant  that 
a  few  speculators  extorted  a  high  percentage 
from  the  tributers,  when  the  unfortunate  men 
ought  to  bo  getting  all  the  fruits  of  their  own 
toil.  Some  amendments  ought  to  be  made 
with  resjiect  to  tho  area.  Now,  it  was  proved 
that  a  man  could  take  up  thirty  acres,  and  that 
in  the  North  Island  was  regarded  as  a  sheep- 
run  ;  and,  except  under  exceptional  circum- 
stances, this  was  too  large  for  quartz-reefing. 
He  thought  that  from  five  to  ten  acres  was 
ample  for  any  man,  and  gave  a  chance  of 
opening  up  the  country  in  a  far  better  way. 
Then,  in  respect  of  the  surveys,  the  Bill 
allowed  a  man  three  months  to  complete  his 
survey,  and  the  miners  complained  of  such  a 
provision,  being  of  opinion  that  one  month 
was  ample.  There  was  another  matter  smoul- 
dering now,  but  on  which  public  opinion  was 
going  to  burst  out  into  a  very  strong  flame  un- 
less something  wore  done :  that  was  in  respect 
to  mining  managers'  certificates.  Tho  Bill  pro- 
vided that  mining  managers  .should  undergo  a 
certain  amount  of  examination  before  they 
were  granted  certificates.  Now,  it  so  happened 
that  some  men  had  received  certificates  whilst 
others  as  competent  as  they  were  refused  cer- 
tificates ;  and  th  is  had  caused  considerable 
soreness,  and  ought  to  be  inquired  into.  He 
advised  the  Minister  not  to  wrap  himself  up 
entirely  in  his  Land  Bills.  A  large  section 
of  the  people  of  this  colony  had  their  welfare 
depending  on  the  mining  industry,  and  little 
matters,  though  appearing  trifling  to  others, 
were  of  great  importance  to  these  people.  He 
would  therefore  recommend  the  honourable 
gentleman  to  try  and  rectify  little  grievances 
that  existed  on  the  goldfields  in  the  North 
Island  while  this  Bill  was  in  hand. 

Mr.  ALLEN  said  the  honourable  member 
who  had  just  spoken  hod  told  tlie  House  that 
in  this  Bill  there  were  only  technical  points 
raised. 
Mr.  CADMAN.— I  said  "  mainly." 
Mr.  ALLEN  maintained  that  one  of  the 
largest  principles  that  could  possibly  be  raised 
in  regard  to  mining  was  contained  in  tho  3rd 
clause,  and  he  could  not  understand  what  had 
been  going  through  the  brain  of  the  Minister  who 
held  the  double  portfolio  of  Land  and  Mines. 
In  this  3rd  clause,  if  he  read  it  aright,  "  land," 
so  far  as  the  Minister  of  Lands  was  concerned, 
was  entirely  thrown  in  the  background,  and 
the  mining  interest  received  paramount  import- 
ance. He  was  not  going  to  grumble ;  he  most 
confess  that,  so  far  as  he  himself  was  concerned. 
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mining  interests  were  of  very  great  importance 
in  hia  mind ;  but  when  an  lionourable  gentle- 
man said  that  no  great  principle  was  involved 
in  this  Bill,  he  (Mr.  Allen)  felt  bound  to  rise 
and  say  that  there  was  such  a  principle  con- 
tained here.  If  any  one  read  clause  3  bo  would 
see  that  a  very  large  question  was  brought 
before  the  House.  The  question  was,  whether 
or  not  streams,  and  .so  on,  even  to  drinking- 
water  going  to  people's  houses,  and  the  water 
for  their  cattle,  were  to  be  polluted  by  the 
dibris  from  mines  being  thrown  into  them, 
thus  practically  destroying  the  use  of  the 
river  or  stream  so  far  as  the  watering  of 
cattle  was  concerned,  —  whether  all  that 
should  be  destroyed  or  not.  Now,  that  was 
a  very  large  question.  He  knew  it  referred 
only  to  the  mining  districts ;  and  if  the  House 
determined  that  mining,  and  mining  alone, 
should  in  these  districts  be  paramount,  then 
they  would  be  perfectly  justified  in  passing  this 
clause.  But  they  had  to  consider  this  ques- 
tion: whether,  in  view  of  the  preservation  of 
agricultural  und  pastoral  pursuits,  so  far  as 
they  could  be  carried  out  in  mining  districts, 
these  were  more  to  the  benefit  of  the  colony  in 
the  future,  or  whether  the  mining  industry, 
which,  after  all — and  he  told  the  mining  mem- 
bers this,  and  they  knew  it — was  only  a  passing 
thing,  here  to-day  and  gone  to  morrow,  was  in 
the  future  to  be  of  more  benefit  to  the  colony. 
The  mining  interest  in  this  and  other  countries 
would  not  last  for  ever,  and  the  honourable 
member  for  Knmara  knew  it. 

Mr.  SEDDON.  —  Yon  cannot  point  out  a 
country  where  mining,  once  commenced,  ever 
stopped. 

Mr.  ALLEN  said  the  alluvial  mines  in  Vic- 
toria were  now  comparatively  few  in  number, 
and  the  honourable  member  knew  it.  And  he 
knew  also  that  the  drifts  in  this  country  were 
day  by  day  getting  less,  and  that  the  reefs 
here  and  in  Victoria  were  getting  less.  The 
time  would  come  when  there  would  be  no 
drifts  left  here ;  and  they  could  not  continue 
mining  for  ever.  He  was  not  quite  sure  of 
the  full  bearing  of  clause  14.  The  whole  Bill 
referred  to  silver-  and  gold-mines,  and  ho 
did  not  know  whether  this  clause  referred  to 
them  only,  or  whether  it  referred  to  coal- 
mining as  well. 

Mr.  G.  F.  RICHARDSON.— Yes. 

Mr.  ALLEN. — It  was  quite  right  that  coal- 
mining or  any  mining  should  be  allowed  to  go 
on  underneath  the  sea  ;  but  he  did  not  know 
that  sufficient  provision  was  made  by  the  Bill 
for  accurate  surveys  of  the  sea-coast  under 
which  this  mining  took  place.  In  the  interest 
of  the  miners  themselves  that  should  be  fully 
provided  for,  as  mining  under  the  sea  was  very 
dangerous ;  and  it  appeared  to  him  that  kW 
was  too  small  a  sum  to  lodge  on  account  of 
these  surveys.  It  might  bo  sufficient  in  some 
eases ;  but  in  large  extended  areas  where  coal- 
mining was  carried  on  such  a  deposit  meant 
nothing  in  comparison  with  the  cost  of  the 
survey.  That  clause  would  have  to  be  very 
carefully  considered  in  Committee.  He  would 
not  oppose  the  second  reading,  because,  as  he 


hod  said,  his  feelings  wore  in  the  direction  of 
assisting  tho  mining  interests  as  much  as  pos- 
sible ;  but  he  had  thought  it  only  right  to  say 
what  he  had  said  on  behalf  of  other  interests. 

Mr.  G.  P.  RICHARDSON  said  the  objections 
raised  to  the  Bill  were  almost  wholly  Commit- 
tee objections.  He  was  aware  of  the  matter  to 
which  the  honourable  member  for  Coromondel 
had  referred,  and  the  iin^xirtant  principle  he 
touched  upon  of  nut  granting  riparian  rights  on 
furtlicr  sale  of  land  in  mining  districts.  That 
principle  was  not  introduced  into  the  Bill 
without  serious  consideration;  hut  it  was  per- 
fectly clear  that,  where  there  were  two  con- 
flicting interests  in  the  same  district,  one 
must  be  given  a  paramount  importance,  or 
there  would  necessarily  bo  trouble.  It  was 
therefore  considered  that,  where  persons  went 
to  strictly  mining  dibtricts  for  agricultural  pur- 
poses, they  should  know  that  in  those  districts 
the  mining  interest  must  be  paramount.  With 
regard  to  the  objections  of  tho  honourable 
member  for  Duncdin  East  as  to  the  pollution 
of  streams  used  for  drinking  purposes,  and  that 
mining  must,  in  the  course  of  time,  come  to  an 
end,  it  was  quite  clear  that,  if  such  were  the 
case,  there  was  no  impropriety  in  introducing 
tho  principle  contained  in  the  Bill,  for  if  mining 
ceased  tho  streams  would  become  clear.  Ho 
would  make  no  further  remark. 

Bill  read  a  second  time. 

The  House  adjourned  at  ten  minutes  to  one 
o'clock  a.m. 


LEGISLATIVE  COUNCIL. 

Friday,  2nd  December,  1887. 


Thlrrl  Beadinq— Scriptnro-lesROU  Books— Municip»l 
Corporations  Bui— Slanghtorhouscs  Bill. 

The  Hon.  the  Speakeb  took  the  chair  at 
half-past  two  o'clock. 

Pbayebs. 

THIRD  READING. 
Proclamation  Validation  Bill, 

SCRIPTURE-LESSON  BOOKS. 
The  Hon.  Mr.  HART. — It  is  not  my  intention 
to  occupy  tho  time  of  the  Council  at  any  length 
in  reference  to  the  motion  standing  in  my  name ; 
but  tho  number  of  petitions,  the  increasing 
number  of  petitions  which  have  been  pre- 
sented to  this  Council  in  relation  to  the  sub- 
ject of  the  Education  Act  in  force  in  this  colony 
attests  the  existence  of  a  growing  dissatisfac- 
tion with  some  of  its  provisions — dissatisfaction 
which,  in  the  nature  of  things,  will  grow  and 
extend,  and  may  lead  to  what  I  think  will  be 
an  ill-Ordvised  proceeding — namely,  tho  reading 
of  the  Bible  in  schools  without  limit  or  without 
selection.  There  can  bo  no  doubt  that  a  system 
of  education  established  by  the  State  which 
occupies  the  whole  of  the  time  of  a  young 
person  at  school,  and  requires  him  to  give  his 
mind  to  the  study  of  lessons  in  his  evening 
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houn,  and  at  the  same  time  ignores  the  caltiva- 
tion  of  his  moral  faculties  and,  except  incident- 
ally, the  cultivation  of  his  physical  facnUien, 
is  not  a  complete  system  of  education.  In  fact, 
we  have  only  to  refer  to  a  very  old  passage  in 
one  of  those  lessons  which  I  hope  will  be  esta- 
blished in  the  State  schools— namely,  "  Train 
np  a  child  in  the  way  he  Khould  go,  and  when 
he  is  old  ho  will  not  depart  from  it" — and 
compare  it  with  the  education  of  a  boy  who 
has  arrived  at  the  Sixth  Standard  and,  if  his 
parents  can  afford  to  give  it  to  him,  the  higher 
class  of  education  —  wo  have  only  to  look  at 
what  is  contained  in  the  one  and  compare  it 
with  what  is  contained  in  the  other,  and  we 
shall  see  that  in  the  one  there  is  a  depth  and 
breadth  of  meaning  which  is  not  in  the  other. 
It  is  evident  that  tliero  is  an  impression  in  the 
minds  of  many  that  the  existence  of  Biblo- 
reading  in  schools  will  meet  a  considerable  part 
of  the  difficulty.  I  think  that  is  rather  a  lazy 
way  of  looking  at  the  matter.  The  Bible  is 
not  one  book ;  it  is  many  books  translated  and 
bound  up  in  one  ;  and,  because  it  has  much  that 
is  excellent  in  it,  and  appropriate  to  all  periods 
of  life,  wo  make  almost  a  fetich  of  the  book, 
and  treat  every  part  of  it  alike,  when,  in  fact, 
wo  ought  to  discriminate  and  use  those  parts 
which  are  applicable  to  the  different  periods 
of  life  for  their  proper  and  practical  purposes. 
There  arc  some  of  tbose  books  which  are  not 
only  not  needful  but  are  not  befitting  to  be  read 
m  school  to  children  at  an  early  age,  and 
therefore  it  is  necessary  there  should  be  a 
selection  made.  KSorts  have  been  made  at 
different  times  to  make  such  a  selection.  Two 
highly-respected  Archbishops  in  Ireland,  one  of 
the  Bomon  Catholic  Church  and  the  other  of 
the  Anglican  Church,  gave  their  attention  to 
the  subject,  and  compiled  school-books  which 
were  for  years  used  with  much  success  in  Irish 
schools,  until  a  change  took  place  in  the  bead- 
ship  of  the  Roman  Catholio  Church.  The 
Education  Boards  in  England  have  seen  the 
necessity  of  making  selections  of  that  kind  and 
having  them  introduced  in  schools.  They 
intrusted  the  duty  to  laymen  to  make  such 
selections,  and  whose  instructions  were  to  omit 
from  the  lessons  they  compiled  all  texts  which 
had  any  bearing  on  sectarian  or  denominational 
differences.  The  result  was  a  compilation  or  a 
selection  of  Biblical  lessons  which  has  been  used 
in  the  Board  schools  of  England  and  Wales. 
In  an  address  to  the  London  School  Board 
some  years  ago  Mr.  Mundella  spoke  of  the 
results  of  that  system,  and  ho  said  he  spoke 
with  knowledge,  because  be  had  been  appointed 
the  head  of  the  Sunday- School  Union  of  Eng- 
land and  Wales.  He  said  that  the  attendance 
of  the  Sunday-schools  of  England  and  Wales, 
which  had  been,  before  the  institution  of  these 
Biblical  lessons  in  the  Board  schools,  three 
millions,  was,  evidently  consequent  on  the 
selections  used  in  the  Board  schools,  increased 
to  five  millions.  So  that  the  existence  of  those 
lessons  in  the  Board  schools  of  England  and 
Wales  gave  a  very  great  impetus  to  religious 
teaching  in  England  and  Wales  in  the  Sunday- 
schools —  a  result  which,  I  think,  must  be 
Hon.  Mr.  Hart 


accepted  with  oongiatnlation  by  all  who  desire 
the  cultivation  of  the  whole  human  being,  and 
not  merely  of  the  intellect  alone.  It  is  to  these 
Biblical  lessons  for  school  use  that  my  resolu- 
tion refers.  While  on  this  subject — and  I  may 
not,  probably,  be  likely  to  deal  with  it  again — ^I 
think  it  is  desirable  to  point  out  that  in  a  book 
in  which  I  have  found  much  that  is  eminently 
practical,  and  a  book  which  should  be  in  every 
library  subsidised  by  the  Government,  appears 
the  following.  That  book  is  "  The  Health  of 
Nations,"  by  B.  W.  Bichardson.  It  is  a  book 
which  ought  to  be  studied  by  every  man  who 
calls  himself  a  statesman,  and  who  wishes  ta 
direct  and  influence  tho  well-beinR  of  the 
people.  I  will  read  ono  passage  on  "  Outcomes 
of  Highest-class  Schools."     Ho  says, — 

"  Frequent  accounts  are  received  of  the  in- 
aptitudes engendered  or  left  by  the  teaching  in 
superior  schools,  from  the  heads  of  manufac- 
tures who  require  science  and  art  in  their  pro- 
cesses, and  so  also  from  the  hesids  of  lar^e 
commercial  establishments.  Both  complom 
that  from  tho  great  classical  schools,  which 
have  their  annual  recitals  and  displays  of  emi- 
nent scholarship,  the  scholars  come  to  the 
counting-house  with  arithmetic  that  is  worth- 
less; that  they  must  re-teach  themselves  if 
they  would  get  on ;  that,  although  they  may  have 
been  taught  modem  languages,  thoy  have  been 
so  ill-taught  that  they  cannot  write  correctly 
a  foreign  letter;  and  that,  though  they  may 
know  good  Latin,  there  are  few  of  them  who 
write  good  English .  Hence  they  are  frequently 
beaten  by  tho  boy  whose  education  has  been  in 
an  infant  or  in  a  large  national  primary  school. 
This  unfairness  as  towards  the  middle  classes 
will  bo  only  prevented,  at  all  events  as  to  tho 
greater  proportion  of  them,  by  a  common  start, 
in  large  primary  and  secondary  schools,  kept 
in  close  relation  with  the  demands  of  art  and 
science,  the  manufactory,  or  the  counting- 
house,  by  constant  communication  with  them 
from  the  school." 

Then,  in  the  same  chapter,  ho  refers  to  an- 
other question,  which,  as  time  goes  on,  in  this 
colony  will  probably  be  well  worth  considering 
by  those  who  have  to  do  with  the  State  schools. 
He  places  earning  and  learning  hand  in  htuid. 
He  says, — 

"Having  regard  to  the  hard  necessities  of 
common  life,  and  the  economical  condition 
and  welfare  of  tho  many,  one  great  object  for 
saving  school-time  as  early  as  practicable  is  to 
let  earning  and  learning  go  on,  as  much  as 
possible,  together.  Tho  great  practical  object 
of  school -teaching  is  not  to  make  superior 
scholars,  but  superior  artisans ;  not  to  impart 
to  the  middle  classes  the  accomplishments  of 
the  leisure  classes,  but  applied  science  and  pro- 
ductive art  for  actual  service.  It  is  desirable, 
for  the  progress  of  arts,  mannfacturt-s,  and 
commerce,  to  make  the  school  itself  primarily 
a  manufactory  and  a  labour  mart  for  availabfe 
service. 

"Brain -work  and  Hand -work:  Tho  haJf 
school-time  principle,  and  all  reductions  of 
school-time,  is  conducive  to  this  end.  It  is 
now  proved  that  the  capacity  of  tho  beneficial 
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attention  and  mental  laboui  of  children  is 
exhausted  in  the  good  primary  schools  in  loss 
than  three  hours  of  good  sustained  teaching, 
and  that  all  labour  beyond  that  is  detrimental 
and  pernicious.  The  combination  of  book-in- 
Btmction  vrith  phjrsical  exercise,  or  with  actual 
productive  avocations,  in  proved  to  be  advan- 
tageous to  both ;  and  this  is  true  of  middle- 
class,  or  superior,  as  well  as  inferior  teaching." 

What  has  appeared  to  me,  on  the  whole,  with 
ze^od  to  the  subject  of  my  motion  is  this  :  that 
there  will  be  a  greater  readiness  on  the  part  of 
the  people  of  the  colony  to  have  Bibhcal  lessons 
geleoted  by  laymen  than  to  permit  the  Bible  at 
large  to  be  used.  Under  these  circumstances 
it  is  that  I  have  called  attention  to  the  subject, 
because  I  feel  it  to  be  the  consideration  of  a 
matter  of  great  imx>ortance.  I  move  the  mo- 
tion standing  in  my  name. 

Motion  made,  and  question  proposed,  "  That, 
in  the  opinion  of  this  Council,  it  is  desirable 
that  the  Government  should  obtain  copies  of 
the  Scripture  lesson-books  in  use  in  the  Educa- 
tion Board  schools  of  England  and  Wales,  with 
the  view  that,  if,  upon  examination,  those  les- 
wn-books  be  found  suitable,  their  use  may  be 
adopted  in  the  State  schools  of  this  colony." — 
{Hon.  Mr.  Hart.) 

The  Hon.  Mr.  STEVENS.— I  was  not  aware, 
when  I  saw  the  motion  of  the  honourable 
gentleman,  that  he  intended  to  make  of  this  an 
opportunity  to  attack  one  leading  principle  of 
our  education  system,  although  it  must  be  ad- 
mitted that  the  words  of  the  resolution  amply 
admit  of  such  belief.  My  honourable  frjend's 
ren^uuks  moke  it  quite  clear  that  he  does  intend 
to  attack  the  secular  principle  of  the  Educa- 
tion Act  of  1877 ;  and  I  venture  to  say — if  he 
will  excuse  me  for  saying  so — that  I  think  he 
might  have  selected  a  very  much  more  con- 
venient method  of  doing  that.  I  think  it  would 
have  been  better  altogether,  and  would  have 
led  to  more  practical  results,  if  he  had  pro- 
posed the  repeal  of  a  very  few  words  of  the 
Act  of  1877,  section  84 — that  part  which  lays  it 
down  in  a  complete  manner  that  the  time 
spent  in  the  public  schools  in  public  educa- 
tion shall  be  entirely  occupied  by  teaching  of  a 
secular  character.  That  would  have  raised  the 
whole  question  in  the  most  convenient  form, 
and  in  the  very  widest  possible  manner  in 
which  it  could  be  discussed.  But,  since  we 
have  it  in  its  present  form,  I  may  just  venture 
to  make  one  or  two  remarks  upon  the  proposi- 
tion. It  is  very  likely,  if  we  did  repeal  that  pro- 
vision of  the  Education  Act,  the  book  particu- 
lady  specified  by  my  honourable  friend  miglit 
be  found  to  bo  as  good  a  book  for  the  purpose 
of  imparting  Scripture  teaching  as  any  other ; 
bat  it  is  equally  probable  that,  if  the  country 
decided  upon  accepting  that  immense  change 
which  he  proposes,  it  would  wish  to  take  into 
consideration  the  most  satisfactory  method 
by  which  that  education  could  be  imparted, 
and  would  make  a  very  careful  selection  from 
all  books  and  from  other  means  of  impart- 
ing that  teaching.  This  subject  must  always 
be  ono  involving  the  greatest  possible  differ- 
ence of  opinion.    The  country  has  now  worked 


under  the  system  in  operation,  and  it  has  been 
accepted,  I  suppose  we  may  assume,  by  a  con- 
siderable majority  of  the  people,  because  other- 
wise they  would  by  this  time  have  succeeded, 
considering  its  importance,  in  making  the 
change  which  my  honourable  friend  aims  at. 
So  far  as  my  own  opinion  is  concerned,  it  would 
be  better  to  leave  things  as  they  are  ;  but,  as  I 
have  said  before,  it  will  be  a  matter  of  differ- 
ence of  opinion  probably  for  all  time.  I  do  not. 
propose  to  make  any  lengthened  remarks  on 
the  subject.  I  merely  thought  it  advisable  to- 
point  out,  what  perhaps  did  not  require  much 
pointing  out,  tho  immense  scope  of  my  honour- 
able friend's  motion.  I  may  say,  once  more, 
that  it  is  a  subject  which  requires  to  be  dealt 
with  from  the  point  of  view  of  perhaps  as  great 
a  change  in  the  Education  Act  as  it  is  possible- 
to  make ;  and  I  merely  say  that,  as  far  as  my 
own  vote  is  concerned  in  this  matter,  I  shall 
certainlv  consider  it  my  duty  to  oppose  it. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  SCOTLAND.— I  think  there 
can  be  no  doubt  as  to  the  motive  of  the  honour- 
able guntleman  in  bringing  forward  this  mo- 
tion. I  think  the  Hon.  Mr.  Stevens  has  hit  the- 
right  nail  on  tho  head.  I  am  really  astonished 
that  the  Hon.  Mr.  Hart  cannot  see  that  it 
would  be  impossible  that  any  set  of  Scripture- 
lessons,  however  well  drawn  up,  could  be  intro- 
duced into  the  schools.  We  have  adopted  a. 
contrary  principle.  How  are  we  going  to  put 
New  Testament  lessons,  for  instance,  before 
the  children  of  Jewish  parents  ?  How  are  we 
going  to  put  any  Scripture-lessons  according  to 
our  version  of  tlie' Bible  before  the  children  of 
Roman  Catholic  parents,  seeing  that  the  Boman 
Catholics  have  got  their  own  translation  of  tlia 
Bible,  which  diffci-s  very  materially  from  ours 
in  many  points?  I  deny  altogether  that  th» 
children  of  this  colony  who  attend  the  Govern- 
ment schools  are  a  bit  worse  than  the  cliildreit 
in  England,  where  these  Scripture-lessons  are 
read  in  the  schools.  Lot  tis  have  statis- 
tics to  show  that  they  are  not  so  good  as- 
childreu  brought  up  in  schools  where  the  Bible 
is  said  to  be  read.  The  truth  is  that  at  the 
bottom  of  all  these  petitions  in  favour  of  Bible- 
reading  in  schools  we  can  see  the  hand  of  the 
clergy.  They  see  that  tho  young  people  are 
slipping  away  from  them  in  this  colony ;  and 
no  wonder !  The  fact  is — I  am  sorry  to  say  it> 
but  it  is  perfectly  true — that  religion  has  be- 
come such  a  worldly-minded  thing  in  New  Zea- 
land that  the  rising  generation  have  lost  all 
confidence  in  those  who  arc  called  its  teachers. 
Look  at  the  ministers  in  the  colony,  what  they 
submit  to !  They  preach  Christ,  it  is  true. 
"  They  preach  Him,"  as  has  been  said  by  an 
author,  "  and  there  they  leave  Him."  There 
is  too  much  conformity  to  the  world,  the  flesh,, 
and  the  devil.  They  have  suffered  religion  to 
become — I  dare  say  it  is  much  against  their 
wish  that  it  should  be  so,  but  there  is  no  doubt 
that  it  is  so — a  mere  affair  of  the  senses.  What 
with  bazaars,  fancy  fairs,  organ  recitals,  ajid 
services  of  song,  it  is  all  nervous  excitement  and 
sensationalism ;  and  the  services  are  even  duly 
advertised,  like  theatrical  representations.  la 
there  any  vital  Christianity  m  any  Church  in 
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New  Zealand  ?  I  deny  it.  I  cun  sorry  for  the 
clergy.  I  do  not  say  it  is  their  fault.  They 
arc  the  victims  of  circumstances.  They  are 
obliged  too  much  to  enter  into  competition 
with  the  Press.  It  is  the  pulpit  against  the 
Press,  and  the  Press  again.st  the  pulpit.  I  am 
sorry  also  to  have  to  say  that  in  my  opinion 
the  Press  of  this  colony  is  on  infidel  Press.  I 
think  we  must  leave  this  system  of  education 
alone.  In  my  opinion,  it  is  a  very  wise  thing  to 
place  religion  outside  of  the  school  altogetlier. 
Give  it  such  a  place  of  honour  that  it  shall 
not  bo  degraded  by  being  introduced  into  the 
schools.  I  had  hoped  that  wo  had  seen  the 
last  of  these  motions  and  petitions.  If  yon 
want  to  do  away  with  the  secular  system  of 
education,  do  away  with  it  in  an  open  manner, 
and  do  not  attack  it  in  this  way — by  side- 
winds, trying  to  shake  its  foundation  in  order 
to  destroy  it  altogether.  Go  to  work  in  an 
honest  manner,  discuss  the  thing  on  its  merits, 
and  perhaps  the  country  may  see  the  error  of 
its  way  and  give  it  up ;  but,  in  my  opinion,  if 
the  country  is  wise  it  will  adhere  to  the  present 
system.  I  am  not  at  all  afraid  that  Christianity 
will  not  be  able  to  hold  its  own  against  the 
powers  of  darkness  ;  and  if  this  secular  system 
IS  of  the  devil  it  will  come  to  naught. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  MILLEK.— I  may  say  I  have 
listened  in  vain  for  any  arguments  which  con 
bo  called  effectual  against  the  motion  which 
has  been  brought  forward  by  my  honourable 
friend.  It  seems  to  me  that  the  Hon.  Mr. 
Hart  has  done  a  great  public  service  in  bring- 
ing this  question  before  the  country,  and  I  only 
wish  it  could  be  discussed  properly,  impartially, 
and  thoroughly  from  one  end  of  New  Zealand 
to  the  other.  I  believe,  myself,  that  it  is  the 
one  solo  means  of  getting  rid  of  the  conflict 
which  wc  must  all  know  is  impending  between 
what  is  called  the  denominational  system  and 
the  present  system.  It  is  all  very  well  to  talk 
about  the  clergy,  and  about  what  is  the  object 
of  education,  and  about  the  habits  and  the 
tone  of  mind  which  prevail  amongst  the  rising 
generation  of  New  Zealand.  1  say,  with  re- 
gard to  the  clergy — I  do  not  wish  to  speak  dis- 
respectfully of  that  very  important  class  of  the 
community,  but  I  say  that,  if  the  whole  truth 
is  told  about  this  greatq.'.c^ition,  it  is  the  clergy 
themselves  who  have  rendered  religious  edu- 
cation impossible.  It  the  clergy  would  only 
agree  upon  what  ought  to  be  taught  to  the 
children  the  thing  would  be  done  at  once;  but 
directly  the  point  is  raised  wo  are  m^t  with 
this  difficulty  :  "  Oh,  if  I  do  not  teach  it,  then 
tho  teaching  will  be  wrong."  ,1  rose  to  sup- 
port the  honourable  gentleman  on  tho  present 
occasion  because  I  find  that  this  resolution 
exactly  embodies  the  views  which  I  held  in 
1S83.  Honourable  members  will  remember 
that  there  was  a  Joint  Committee  of  the  two 
Houses  upon  this  very  question ;  and  I  shall 
take  tho  liberty  of  reading  a  question  which  I 
put  at  that  time  to  Bishop  Hadfield.  Honour- 
able members  will  recollect  that  Committee 
well.  A  great  deal  of  evidence  was  taken  on 
that  occasion,  and  there  were  examined  at  that 
Committee  Bishops  Hadfield,  Kedwood,  Moron, 
Hon.  Mr.  SeotUmd 


and  Luck,  and  many  other  clergymen.  We 
went  into  the  thing  pretty  exhaustively  ;  but 
the  result,  of  course,  was  that  the  thing  came 
to  nothing ;  the  Committee  reported  nothing. 
Here  aie  a  few  questions  I  then  asked : — 

"  Hon.  Mr.  Miller. — Do  you  say  you  would 
not  consider  mere  reading  of  the  Scriptures  of 
any  value  in  the  schools,  supposing  all  parties 
could  agree  to  read  selected  portions  at  certain 
times  without  explanation  ?  Would  that  be  of 
no  value  in  the  event  of  tho  system  you  propose 
being  impossible  ? 

"  Bisliop  Hadfield. — I  should  object  to  that, 
because  I  do  not  believe  any  person  could  be 
appointed  to  select  passages  that  would  satisfy 
ail  denominations.  Who  would  you  have? 
Should  it  be  the  Jlinister  of  Education  ? 

"  Hon.  Mr.  Miller. — You  think  it  is  not  pos- 
sible to  agree  upon  passages  ? 

"  Bisliop  Hadfield. — I  tliink  not.  It  would 
exclude  tho  Roman  Catholics. 

"  Hofi.  Mr.  Miller. — Are  there  not  passages  of 
Scrioture  to  be  met  that  all  might  agree  upon? 

"  liislioi)  Hadfield.— There  are,  but,  I  think, 
not  to  satisfy  everybody — certainly  not  us, 
and,  I  think,  not  the  Roman  Catholics. 

"  Hon.  Mr.  Miller. — If  passages  could  be 
agreed  upon,  do  you  not  think  that  would  be 
better  than  nothing  ? 

"  Bishop  Hadfield. — I  do  not  think  it  would, 
because,  in  my  opinion,  it  would  be  a  sham. 
It  would  not  satisfy  tho  people  more  than  tbe 
present  system. 

"  Hon.  Mr.  Miller. — Surely  the  children  -would 
go  away  with  the  texts  imprinted  upon  their 
memory,  and  they  would  recur  to  them  in  after- 
life? 

"  Bishop  Hadfield. — I  do  not  think  it  would 
be  of  any  real  benefit.  It  would,  moreover,  be 
in  the  power  of  the  master  to  use  Scripture  in 
an  improper  and  irreverent  way. 

"Hon.  Mr.  Miller. — Then,  in  the  event  of 
the  State  refusing  this  denominational  system, 
there  would  be  no  alternative. 

"  Bisliop  Hadfield. — I  do  not  know  of  any. 

"Hon.  Mr.  Miller. — Except,  of  course,  the 
various  denominations  having  their  own 
schools  ? 

"  Bishop  Hadfield.— Yd." 

To  tell  me  that  such  a  passage  as  "  The  fear 
of  the  Lord  is  tho  beginning  of  wisdom  "  cannot 
be  agreed  to  by  all  sects  is  nonsense.  There 
are  hundreds  of  passages  which  any  member 
of  this  Council  could  select  that  all  classes, 
however  sectarian,  could  agree  to ;  to  say  that 
such  is  not  the  cose  is  nonsense. 

An  Hon.  Member. — It  is  dangerous. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  MILLER.— These  ore  the 
questions  I  asked,  and  these  are  the  answers 
given  then.  I  have  listened  to  a  great  many 
debates  in  this  Council  and  elsewhere,  and  I 
have  heard  all  sorts  of  things  about  this  reli- 
gious education,  and  I  believe  that  I  have 
thought  about  it  as  much  as  anybody  could 
think  about  it ;  and  I  have  never  been  able  to 
understand  what  possible  objection  there  could 
bo  to  such  a  course  as  this.  I  could  under- 
stand a  person  full  of  prejudice  and  bias,  who 
would  listen  to  nothing;   but  for  men  who 
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desiie  the  good  of  the  children  to  say  thai  they 
cannot  agree  upon  certain  texts  of  the  Bible  to 
be  learnt  by  children,  so  that  they  may  be  im- 
printed on  their  memories,  and  live  \vith  them 
lor  the  rest  of  their  lives,  to  stand  b}'  them 
perhaps  in  the  hoar  of  temptation  and  trial, 
when  probably  nothing  else  would  save  them — 
that  seems  to  me  the  most  extraordinary  idea 
that  ever  any  sensible  man  took  up.  What  is 
the  object  of  education?  The  honourable 
gentleman  has  read  us  an  extract  in  which  he 
stated  that  the  object  of  education  was  to  make 
good  artisans.  Well,  of  course  it  is  a  part  of 
the  object  of  education  to  make  good  artisans. 
We  in  this  colony  feel— and  wo  very  properly 
feel— that  if  we  do  not  keep  pace  with  the  rest 
of  the  nations  in  tbo  progress  made  in  all  tho 
arts  and  .sciences  we  shall  lag  behind.  We  are 
quite  right  in  fostering  education  to  the  very 
utmost  of  our  power  ;  and  there  is  no  doubt  it 
is  a  race  between  tho  nations.  We  see  enor- 
mous strides  being  mado  in  almost  every  de- 
partment of  science,  and,  as  a  matter  of  fact, 
if  we  want  to  hold  our  position  wo  cannot  afford 
to  log  behind,  but  must  keep  up  to  the  mark. 
Great  as  these  results  arc,  I  say  that  is  not 
the  great  end  of  education.  I  say  that  the 
real  and  truo  end  of  education  is  to  nurture 
a  citizen  who  shall  be  thoroughly  con- 
scientious in  all  his  doingK,  one  who  in  all 
bis  doings  throughout  his  life  shall  refer  his 
actions  to  some  tribunal  beyond  the  influ- 
ences of  this  mortal  life,  one  who  shall  look 
to  a  judgment  thai  will  come  not  from 
man,  but  from  a  Power  above.  I  say  that 
is  the  truo  end  of  education,  and  until  edu- 
cation results  in  the  training-up  of  men  of  this 
kind  you  will  not  have  a  nation  that  will  fly 
its  flag  in  your  naval  battles  as  Kelson  did, 
with  the  words,  "  England  expects  every  man 
this  day  to  do  his  duty."  What  do  we  see  in 
the  case  of  nations  which  have  not  recognised 
religion  ?  Tho  very  reverse.  I  say  their 
generals,  their  statesmen,  aro  actuated,  very 
frequently,  by  no  conscientious  motives ;  and 
the  consequence  is  that  there  is  not  that 
stem  regard  for  duty  which  has  made  our  own 
country  so  famous.  Although  I  do  not  wish  to 
place  myself  in  opposition  to  this  movement 
for  Bible-reading  in  schools,  dictated  as  it  is, 
I  believe,  by  very  proper  motives,  still  I  do 
feel,  and  have  always  felt,  very  great  doubts  as 
to  whether  the  mere  reading  of  the  Bible  can 
make  children  religious  in  the  proper  sense  of 
the  word,  though  perhaps  I  do  not  understand 
religion  in  the  same  sense  as  other  people.  I 
do  not  want  to  make  out  that  our  children  are 
worse  than  others,  but  it  cannot  be  denied  that 
there  is  in  the  rising  generation  not  only  of 
this  colony,  but,  I  believe,  throughout  the  world 
—at  any  rate  in  all  parts  of  the  civilised 
world — on  absolute  want  of  reverence  which 
i»n  only  be  explained  by  this  absence  of  re- 
ligious education.  You  wont  to  find  more 
reverence.  Honourable  members  will  re- 
member the  character  of  Hannibal  :  tho 
very  worst  charge  which  could  be  brought 
against  him  'by  the  Roman  author  was 
that  of  "nulla    religio."    That  will  be  the 


charge  that  will  bo  brought  against  us :  there 
is  no  religion.  The  children  need  to  be 
taught  some  reverence,  and  it  is  the  duty  of 
every  one  to  cast  aside  all  sectarian  views, 
to  ignore  every  consideration  but  that  one  ; 
and  it  appears  to  me  you  cannot  possibly  get 
a  better  means  of  teaching  tho  great  prin- 
ciples of  religion  in  the  public  schools  than  by 
a  process  such  as  the  honourable  gentleman 
recommends.  We  have  always  to  remember  in 
this  colony  that  we  havo  to  chooso  between  the 
secular  and  denominational  systems  of  educa- 
tion. One  of  thcso  two  systems  must  prevail. 
Looking  at  the  strong  agitation  against  purely 
secular  education,  together  with  the  over- 
whelming expenditure  which  is  being  incurred, 
I  think  it  would  bo  scarcely  rash  to  say  that  a 
day  may  come  when  we  shall  see  the  whole 
fabric  tumble  down.  I  shall  support  tho 
motion  of  tho  honourable  gentleman. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  PHARAZYN.— The  honour- 
able gentleman  who  last  spoke  began  by  telling 
us  that  he  had  heard  no  argument  that  in  the 
least  induced  him  to  disapprove  of  tho  motion 
now  before  the  Council ;  but  I  cannot  agree  with 
the  honourable  gentleman  in  that  statement, 
because  I  think  the  arguments  used  by  the  Hon. 
Mr.  Stevens  were  very  much  to  the  purpose. 
They  wore  simply  to  tho  effect  that  any  inter- 
ference with  the  existing  system  of  education 
would  involve  us  in  great  difScultics ;  and  he 
took  the  business  line  of  preferring  to  see  such 
large  questions  discussed  with  a  full  knowledge 
of  all  its  bearings  than  to  seo  it  meddled  with 
by  what  I  think  ho  called  a  sidewind.  Yet 
supposing  that  argument  was  not  sufficient  to 
convince  us  that  the  present  resolution  would 
interfere  with  the  system,  the  honourable 
gentleman  has  himself  adduced  a  sufficient 
number  of  arguments  to  prove  that  we  should 
not  be  wise  to  support  tho  resolution.  The 
contention  of  the  honourable  gentleman  was 
that  there  was  a  certain  division  of  opinion 
amongst  tho  clergy  and  tho  people  of  this 
country,  and  that  it  was  only  by  obtaining  a 
complete  rationality  amongst  tho  people  —  a 
wonderful  amount  of  intelligence  and  fairness, 
such  as  it  is  very  difficult  to  find  —  that  the 
system  which  ho  proposes  could  bo  adopted 
with  any  chanco  of  success.  If  ho  can  tell 
us  how  we  can  implant  that  fairness,  that  in- 
telligence, as  well  as  tho  existing  religiosity, 
if  I  may  use  tho  expression,  it  is  possible 
that  such  proposals  to  change  tho  existing 
system  might  be  carried  into  effect.  But 
ho  has  been  far  from  showing  this ;  he  has 
shown  the  very  contrary.  He  has  in  all  his 
arguments  shown  that  not  only  is  there  a 
great  division  of  opinion  among  the  clergy 
themselves  in  matters  of  religion,  but  that 
this  is  really  a  conflict  between  tho  secular 
system  and  the  denominational  system.  That 
question  has  been  well  fought  out  in  the 
country.  It  was  talked  about  the  other  night 
when  the  Bible  in  Schools  Bill  was  considered, 
and  defeated  by  a  very  large  majority ;  and, 
looking  at  it  in  this  way,  it  would  be  exceed- 
ingly unwise  to  introduce  an  element  of  discord 
in  reference  to  the  education  system  at  the 
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present  moment,  without  a  fall  knowledge  of  all 
that  may  result  from  what  is  proposed  in  this 
resolution.  Sir,  I  will  not  go  into  the  ques- 
tion that  has  been  very  ably  raised  by  the 
honourable  gentleman,  who  spoke  with  the 
|[reatest  possible  enthusiasm  as  to  the  benefits 
of  religion,  and  of  the  ancient  feeling  that 
'"  nulla  religio  "  was  an  expression  used  to  de- 
signato  an  exceedingly  bad  man.  I  will  not 
go  into  that  further  than  to  say  that  the  moan- 
ing of  religion  was  very  different  then  from 
its  meaning  now.  Philologically  it  was  that 
sot  of  ideas  which  bound  men  together ;  it 
was  all  those  sentiments  of  patriotism  and  vir- 
tue, and  all  those  beliefs,  which  bound  men 
together  for  the  common  good.  I  think  it 
would  be  quite  easy  to  see  that  we  may  have 
All  those  admirable  qualities  perfectly  free  from 
anything  in  the  nature  of  the  supernatural, 
aluiongh  the  honourable  gentleman  says  there 
is  nothing  to  restrain  men  but  a  reference 
to  the  supernatural,  the  judgment  to  come, 
and  so  forth.  It  is  quite  certain  that  in  this 
colony,  at  least,  there  are  an  enormous  num- 
ber of  persons  who  would  oppose  any  attempt 
to  base  our  educational  tmd  social  system 
upon  any  approach  to  the  supernatural.  I 
shall  oppose  the  motion  of  the  honourable 
gentleman. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  OLIVER.— There  can  be  no 
doubt  that  the  motion,  if  adopted  by  the  Coun- 
cil, would  involve  the  expression  on  our  part  of 
the  opinion  that  the  Bible  should  bo  read  in 
schools.  It  uflects  only  to  express  an  opinion 
that  certain  Scripture-lesson  books  should  be 
obtained  and  examined,  and  that  if  the  lessons 
are  found  suitable  they  should  be  adopted  for 
the  use  of  State  schools  in  this  colony.  This, 
of  course,  rallies  the  whole  religious  question  as 
against  the  so-called  "godless  system"  which 
prevails  amongst  us  at  present.  For  my  own 
part,  my  mind  is  very  much  unsettled  on  this 
subject  of  late.  I  have  hitherto  supported  the 
secular  system,  and  I  am  not  yet  prepared 
to  abandon  this  system  ;  because,  in  think- 
ing of  the  problem,  it  is  found  by  me  to  be 
an  extremely  difficult  thing  to  propound  any 
scheme  which  should  properly,  in  the  circum- 
stances in  which  we  are  placed,  replace  that 
system.  I  think  it  must  be  admitted  that  the 
reverential  feeling  which  is  the  very  essence 
of  religion  is  somewhat  absent  in  this  colony ; 
and  if  we  could  devise  any  system  by  which 
this  defect  would  be  remedied  I  am  sure  every 
good  citizen  would  rejoice  at  it.  I  have  always 
maintained  that,  although,  primarily,  the  duty 
of  imparting  religious  instruction  to  the  child- 
ren devolves  on  the  parent,  it  also  devolves  on 
the  clergy.  They  are  peculiarly  set  apart  for 
the  purpose  of  imparting  religious  instruction, 
and  we  find  they  confine  their  labours  to  the 
adult  portion  of  their  congregations.    The  im- 

fressionable  time  is  in  the  child's  early  days, 
think  it  is  a  mistake  to  designate  the  present 
system  as  entirely  "  godless."  I  have  taken 
some  trouble  quite  recently  to  acquaint  myself 
with  the  character  of  the  school-books  in  use 
in  the  State  schools.  I  obtained  from  the 
Secretary  to  the  Education  Board  in  Duucdin 
Htm.  Mr,  Pharatyn 


a  complete  set  of  the  schoolboolcs  used  in  that 
district.  I  examined  every  one  of  them  from 
beginning  to  end,  with  the  view  of  ascertain- 
ing whether  they  are  open  to  the  accusation 
of  being  godless ;  and  I  find  that  that  is  an 
entirely  false  accusation,  for  they  are  full  of 
references  to  God,  to  heaven,  and  to  religious 
feeling.  However,  I  do  not  go  so  far  as  to  say 
that  the  teacher  could  not  so  use  the  books  «« 
to  ignore  the  Bible  or  religion.  It  seems  to  me 
that  any  system  which  ignores  religion  and  tho 
Bible  is  a  most  defective  one.  lieferences  to 
the  Bible— its  phrases,  and  the  sentiments  con- 
tained in  the  Bible — are  so  strewn  through  tiie 
whole  of  our  literature  that  any  boy  who  is 
brought  up  without  a  tolerable  knowledge  of 
the  Bible,  in  my  opinion  must  be  considered, 
in  an  English  community,  an  uneducated  per- 
son. Even  for  that  reason,  and  if  there  were  no 
question  of  religious  teaching,  I  think  that  the 
Bible  ought  not  to  bo  excluded  from  the  schools. 
I  am  not  prepared  with  any  scheme ;  but  pos- 
sibly, the  public  mind  being  exercised  upon 
this  subject  as  it  is  from  day  to  day,  something 
may  be  evolved  that  will  be  satisfactory.  I 
am  not  quite  sure  that  I  ought  to  vote  for  this 
motion,  because  it  appears  to  mo  that,  if  we 
were  resolved  to  adopt  the  teaching  of  religion 
in  tho  State  schools,  wo  ought  to  say  so  in  a 
manner  altogether  different  from  this  motion. 

The  Hon.  Colonel  BUETT.  — I  rise  to  say 
that,  if  I  stand  alone,  I  shall  vote  against  this 
motion.  It  is  a  motion  which  is  quite  extra- 
ordinary to  mo.  I  know  not  its  reasons.  It 
appears  to  be  a  very  mysterious  motion.  Is 
the  honourable  gentleman  going  to  convert 
the  Koman  Catholics  to  Protestantism?  Docs 
he  want  to  convert  tho  Wesleyans  to  his 
own  religion,  the  Presbyterian  ?  I  object  very 
much  to  interfering  with  the  religious  educa- 
tion of  tlie  country.  If  I  bad  my  option  I 
would  bum  every  commentary  upon  the  Bible. 
The  Bible  stands  alone.  It  is  a  sacred  book. 
Go  from  Wesleyans  to  Presbyterians  and  Ply- 
mouth Brethren,  and  so  on,  and  they  pervert 
that  Uodly-written  Word.  I  shall  oppose  this 
motion  with  indignation. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  ACLAND.— I  am  rather  aston- 
ished at  the  burst  of  indignation  that  has  just 
been  displayed  by  my  honourable  friend  ;  but, 
while  it  is  perfectly  true  that  this  aims  now  at 
Bible-reading  in  schools,  I  certainly  think  that, 
as'there  has  been  a  Ixiok  which  has  been  agreed 
upon  to  be  used  in  the  English  schools,  we 
ought  to  take  some  steps  to  get  it  out  here,  to 
see  if  any  possible  agreement  can  be  arrived 
at  about  it.  Considering  how  the  Bible  is 
woven  up  in  all  literary  work,  it  is  a  very  sad 
thing  that  it  should  be  so  absolutely  excluded 
from  our  schools  aa  it  is.  Of  coarse  we  know 
very  well  that  wo  accept  the  idea  that  our 
children  Icam  religion  at  their  mother's  knoe. 
But  mothers  are  sometimes  very  hard-worked, 
and  many  children  have  not  got  mothers ;  and, 
I  think  it  is  very  desirable  we  should  have  an 
opportunity  of  seeing  this  book,  and  seeing 
whether  it  cannot  be  used  here. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  BONAR.— The  remarks  of  the 
iMt  speaker  very  greatly  represent  the  ideas  that 
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have  been  passing  through  my  own  mind.  As 
has  been  said  by  the  Hon.  Mr.  Miller,  a  great 
deal  of  the  difficulty  of  introducing  the  system 
of  reading  the  Bible  in  schools  is  duo  to  the  in- 
ability of  the  clergy  to  agree  among  themselves 
on  tlto  selections  to  be  used.  But  here  wo 
have  an  opportunity  of  showing  those  gentle- 
men what,  in  our  opinion,  can  be  safely 
adopted,  and  ask  them  to  consent  to  the  adop- 
tion of  a  book  such  as  I  believe  the  one  re- 
ferred to  in  the  honourable  gentleman's  motion 
to  be.  I  think  wo  shall  mt^e  a  great  mistake 
if  we  refuse  to  accept  this  motion.  By  accept- 
ing it  we  do  not  commit  ourselves  to  the 
matter,  as  the  motion  is  carefullv  worded — I 
do  not  think  it  could  be  more  carefully  worded ; 
and  I  do  not  think  we  should  refuse  to  inquire 
upon  such  a  very  important  subject — a  subject 
which  we  know,  from  the  petitions  laid  before 
this  Parliament,  has  been  agitating  a  very 
large  and  important  section  of  the  community  ; 
and  we  should  not  refuse  to  accept  the  oppor- 
tnnity  of  getting  a  book  which  may  be  per- 
haps the  very  means  of  removing  a  difBculty 
which  exists  in  so  many  of  our  schools.  In 
vaj  wish  to  sec  the  introduction  of  Bible- 
reading  in  schools,  I  also  wish  to  see  the  pre- 
sent system  of  education  retained.  I  believe 
it  is  a  great  boon  to  the  people  of  the  colony. 
Bat  I  feel  it  is  a  monstrous  shame  to  exclude 
the  Book  which  of  all  books  is  the  founda- 
tion of  our  moral  code,  to  which  we  go  for 
onr  legislation,  and  for  a  knowledge,  besides,  of 
all  that  is  right  and  wrong :  to  exclude  that 
from  oar  schools  is  simply  monstrotis.  Do  wo 
do  it  hero  ?  I  say  Ko.  Do  we  not  com- 
mence our  proceedings  by  prayer  in  this  very 
Council  ?  And  why  do  we  refuse  to  allow  the 
Bible  to  be  recogmsed  in  the  schools  where  our 
children  are  educated  ?  There  is  not  one  of  us 
who.  from  our  experience  of  the  world,  does 
not  iwnow  tho  value  of  those  passages  of  Scrip- 
ture tiiat  are  instilled  into  our  youthful  minds, 
whetuer  they  are  grasped  or  not  at  the  time, 
when,  in  times  of  temptation  and  trial,  such 
passages  of  Scripture  learned  in  our  youth  per- 
hax)s  come  to  our  mind  and  save  us  from  de- 
struction. We  have  repeated  instances  of  this 
even  among  very  hardened  criminals  who  have 
been  taught  religion  in  their  early  days.  Are 
we  to  deprive  our  children  of  this  ?  I  think 
not.  The  only  question  is,  How  are  we  to  get 
over  the  sectarian  dlQerences?  It  seems  to 
me  that  this  book  is  what  has  solved  the  ques- 
tion at  Home.  Why  not  get  it  out  hero  ?  and 
let  us  see  whether,  after  examination,  it  may 
not  be  introduced  with  advantage  to  ourselves 
and  our  children. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  MENZIES.— I  am  rather  sur- 
prised at  this  motion,  seeing  that  my  honour- 
able friend  has  invariably,  in  bygone  sessions, 
opposed  the  idea  of  Bible-reading  in  schools. 
He  has  done  so  systematically,  and  I  should 
hardly  have  expected  the  proposal  to  introduce 
into  our  schools  selections  from  that  book  would 
come  from  him.  As  to  the  resolution  itself,  it 
would  appear  to  harmonize  with  views  I  have 
expressed  on  former  occasions  here ;  but  the 
remarks  of  the  honourable  gentleman  in  moving 


the  resolution  do  not  haimonize  with  mine. 
The  honourable  gentleman  dwelt  upon  the 
propriety  of  making  selections  from  that  book, 
and  also  upon  the  fact  that  the  volume  con- 
sisted of  many  books,  and  that  soma  of  those 
books  contained  very  objectionable  records. 
My  honourable  friend  will  not  deny  that  the 
book  is  the  Word  of  God,  and  yet,  instead  of 
desiring  to  see  placed  in  the  hands  of  school- 
children tliat  Word  which  God  himself  gave 
to  man,  tlio  honourable  gentleman  objects  to 
its  being  so  placed  in  the  hands  of  any  classes 
of  the  coumiunity,  or  of  a  special  class  of  the 
community.  He  says  man  mast  make  selec- 
tions ;  man  knows  better  than  God  what 
selections  to  place  in  the  hands  of  children. 
That  Word  abounds  in  promises  which  are  real 
and  full,  especially  to  that  class  to  whom  many 
desire  to  give  the  Bible  to  read.  And  shall 
any  cf  us  dare  to  say  that  wo  can  make  selec- 
tions bettor  than  the  mind  of  the  Almighty 
as  to  what  should  be  given  to  the  children? 
I  regret  that,  on  a  resolution  of  this  cha- 
racter, I  cannot  so  far  agree  with  it  that  I 
should  desire  not  to  see  it  turned  aside.  I 
do  not  think  it  is  desirable  that  the  resolu- 
tion should  bo  passed  in  its  present  shape. 
It  seeks  to  intercept  what  the  members  of 
this  Council  know  very  well  is  the  desire 
of  a  larxe  portion  of  the  community.  The 
honourable  member  has  referred  to  the  peti- 
tions which  have  been  presented  to  this  C/oun- 
cil.  They  have  come  from  different  quarters, 
and  from  men  holding  diiTorent  opinions  ;  but 
in  no  case  have  they  emanated  from  tlioso  who 
desire  to  see  only  parts  of  the  Scriptures  placed 
in  the  bands  of  children.  Where  the  petitions 
come  from  other  quarters  the  people  desire  to 
sec  that  the  teaching  of  the  Bible  shall  bo 
under  the  direction  of  their  own  cicrgv :  that  is 
the  only  difference.  But  the  bulk  of  the  peti- 
tioners do  desire  to  have  the  Bible  alone  read 
in  schools.  We  have  heard  in  the  course  of 
this  discussion — which  has  extended  further 
than  I  anticipated — opinions  expressed  from 
opposite  points  of  view, — from  those  who,  like 
the  Hon.  Mr.  Miller,  have  full  confidence  in 
Bible -teaching,  and  from  other  honourable 
members  who  distrust  altogether  its  value  and 
validity,  who  distrust  its  supernatural  revela- 
tion, and  therefore  consider  it  a  delusion.  I  do 
not  think  it  is  desirable  to  agree  to  this  resolu- 
tion in  its  present  shape,  seeing  that  it  will  suit 
no  part  of  the  community  which  desires  to  see 
a  change,  and  it  will  frustrate  the  desire  of 
those  who  have  been  the  most  immerous  class 
of  petitioners.  I  believe  the  community  as  a 
whole  would  bo  better  satisfied  if  wo  refrained 
from  giving  any  decision  upon  this  particular 
resolution ;  and,  holding  that  view,  I  shall  con- 
clude my  remarks  by  moving  "  the  previous 
question." 

The  Council  divided  on  the  question,  "  That 
the  question  be  now  put." 


Ayes,  17. 

Acland 
Baillie 
Barnicoat 

Bonar 

Brett 

Campbell 

Chamberlin 

Fraser 

Hark 
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Johnson 

Lahmann 

Millei 


Reynolds 
Scotland 
Shephard 

Noes,  19. 
Peacock 
Peter 
Phaiazyn 
Pollen 
Reeves 
Richmond 


Taiaroa 
Williams. 


Buckley  Peacock  .Shrimski 

Dignan  Peter  Stevens 

Grace  Pharazyn  Swanson 

Holmes  Pollen  Walker 

McLean  Reeves  Waterhouso 

Menzies  Richmond  Whitakcr. 

Oliver 

Majority  against,  2. 
"  Previous  question  "  agreed  to. 

MUNICIPAL  CORPORATIONS  BILL. 
The  Hon.  Mr.  STKVENS,  in  moving  the 
second  reading  of  this  Bill,  said  that  the  Muni- 
cipal Conference  which  recently  sat  in  Wel- 
lington resolved  that  it  was  desirable  that  in 
future  the  Maj'ors  of  towns  and  boroughs 
should  bo  elected  by  the  member.';  of  the  Coun- 
cils from  amongst  their  own  number.  The 
earlier  clauses  of  this  Bill  were  to  give  effect 
to  that  recommendation.  A.  number  of  other 
clauses  which  followed  immediately  upon  that 
were,  for  the  most  part,  mere  machinery 
clauses.  In  some  cases  they  provided  for  a 
better  audit  and  control  of  the  expenditure  of 
the  boroughs.  Ho  did  not  propose  to  take  up 
any  time  in  discussing  these  audit-clauses,  be- 
cause they  were  mostly  of  a  technical  charac- 
ter, and  he  had  no  doubt  honourable  members 
would  like  to  read  them  very  carefully  with  tho 
view  of  dealing  with  them  in  Committee  if  the 
clauses  should  require  any  amendment.  There 
were  certain  provisions  with  regard  to  the  width 
of  streets,  which,  he  thought,  generally  carried 
out  tho  recommendations  of  the  Conference. 
There  was  a  special  provision  with  regard  to 
a  part  of  tho  Borongh  of  Napier,  which  he 
would  give  an  explanation  of  in  Committee. 
He  thought  the  most  important  point,  next  to 
that  of  tho  election  of  Mayors,  was  the  ques- 
tion of  electric  lighting.  It  had  been  con- 
sidered that  it  was  not  desirable  that  there 
should  be  any  difficulty  in  the  way  of  Muni- 
cipal Corpor.\tions  in  future  establishing,  if 
they  thought  fit,  a  .system  of  electric  lighting 
for  streets  and  for  buildings  in  the  municipality, 
if  they  considered  it  was  to  the  interest  of  tho 
ratepayers  to  do  so.  This  clause  would  give 
effect  to  that  view.  There  were  full  powers 
given  by  this  Bill  to  supply  a  system  of  electric 
lighting  exactly  in  the  same  way  as  gas  might 
bo  supplied  by  Corporations  to  ratepayers. 
Everything  necessaiy  as  a  matter  of  law  for 
the  establishment  of  a  system  of  electric  light- 
ing was  supplied,  subject,  oi  course,  to  the 
Electric  Lines  Act,  which,  as  honourable  mem- 
bers probably  were  aware,  made  provision  for 
the  proper  control  of  electric  wires  and  the 
system  generally,  and  the  establishment  of 
electric  lighting  either  by  public  bodies  or 
private  individuals.  Ho  did  not  think  there 
were  any  other  points  of  great  importance  to 
mention. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  SHRIMSKI  said,  although  he 
would  support  the  second  reading  of  the  Bill, 


he  might  just  as  well  indicate  several  clauses 
in  it  to  which  he  took  strong  objection.  The 
Hon.  Mr.  Stevens  hod  stated  that  this  Bill  was 
introduced  in  consequence  of  a  conference  of 
Mayors  from  different  parts  of  the  colony 
which  had  lately  been  held  in  Wellington. 
Because  a  few  gentlemen  who  had  been  ap- 
pointed to  tho  office  of  Mayor  for  the  time 
being  took  upon  themselves  to  moke  a  recom- 
mendation, it  was  now  proposed  that  Parlia- 
ment should  revolutionise  the  system  which 
had  hitherto  existed.  He  thought  the  colony 
ought  to  be  made  aware  of  the  proposed  sudden 
change  of  the  election  of  tho  Mayor  by  the 
Councillors  instead  of  by  the  citizens.  That 
was  his  first  objection.  There  was  a  very  im- 
portant point  in  the  Bill  to  which  the  honour- 
able gentleman  did  not  refer.  One  section  of 
the  Bill  was  rather  dangerous.  He  referred  to 
that  clause  which  provided  that  officers  in  the 
employ  of  a  Corporation  should,  at  the  desire 
and  will  of  three-fourths  of  the  raembex-s  of  tho 
Corporation,  be  entitled  to  retiring-allowances. 
That  was  a  serious  question,  and  he  thought 
that,  before  the  ratepayers  were  placed  in  such 
a  position,  they  should  bo  made  aware  of  this 
proposed  legislation.  He  thought  the  Bill 
ought  to  be  read  a  second  time,  and  then  with- 
drawn, so  as  to  let  the  publio  have  an  oppor- 
tunity of  judging  on  this  and  other  important 
parts  of  the  measure.  Was  it  simply  be- 
cause officers  had  been  a  number  of  years  in 
the  ser^cc  and  had  had  very  good  pay  that  the 
taxpayers  should  be  taxed  further  in  order  to 
make  provision  for  them  thereafter?  There 
were  many  municipalities  at  tho  present  day 
which  had  quite  enough  struggling  to  meet 
their  liabilities,  without  having  to  make  pro- 
vision for  the  retiring  -  allowances  of  their 
officers.  The  Bill  also  contained  a  provision  to 
tho  effect  that  the  Councillors  might,  by  resolu- 
tion, incur  the  expense  of  coming  to  Wellington 
to  interview  Ministers  or  to  attend  Parliament, 
or  something  of  that  kind.  If  that  were  allowed 
they  would  have  these  municipal  representa- 
tives frequently  in  Wellington — in  fact,  much 
oftoner  than  Slinistcrs  would  wish  to  see  them. 
All  that  he  asked  of  the  honourahlo  gentle- 
man was  that,  as  this  measure  proposed  grnat 
changes  in  the  constitution  of  municipal  bodies, 
it  should  be  read  a  second  time  and  then 
dropped,  so  that  tho  public  might  have  an 
opportunity  of  saying  whether  they  would 
accept  it.  Because  a  few  Mayors  came  to 
Wellington  and  made  certain  recommendations, 
that  did  not  prove  that  those  recommendations 
were  desired  by  the  people.  He  thought  that 
no  tyranny  should  be  exercised  over  the  people 
because  of  the  meeting  of  a  few  gentlemen  ia 
Wellington.  If  the  Bill  went  into  Committee 
he  would  oppose  the  section  he  had  just  re- 
ferred to,  but  he  trusted  that  the  Bill  would  be 
withdrawn  after  the  second  reading. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  REYNOLDS  hoped  this  Bill 
would  bo  read  a  second  time  and  would  be 
committed.  He  quite  agreed  with  the  Hon. 
Mr.  Shrimski  that  certain  clauses  were  very 
objectionable.  For  example,  there  had  been 
no  call,  as  far  as  he  was  aware,  by  the  general 
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public,  or  by  any  one  except  a  small  number  of 
monicipal  representatives  who  had  met  in  Wel- 
lington lately,  for  an  alteration  to  be  made  in  the 
mode  of  election  of  Mayors.  He  felt  perfectly 
satisfied,  from  inquiries  he  had  been  making 
from  representatives  from  different  parts  of  the 
colony,  that  it  was  not  a  general  desire  that 
such  an  alteration  should  be  made.  The  rate- 
payers wished  to  retain  in  their  own  hands  the 
power  of  electing  their  Mayors ;  they  were  not 
vUIing  that  the  election  should  be  confined  to 
the  members  of  the  Council,  but  they  preferred 
to  select  the  best  man  they  could  possibly 
get  to  occupy  the  position,  whether  a  member 
of  the  Cormoil  or  not.  It  was  not  long  since 
Parliament  passed  an  Act  doing  away  with 
pensions  to  members  of  the  Civil  Service ;  yet 
by  section  4  of  this  Bill  it  was  provided  that 
Corporations  might  grant  compensation  to  their 
officers  on  retiring  from  their  service.  His 
impression  was  that  this  clause  might  have 
been  inserted  to  meet  a  case  in  which  a  cor- 
porate body  had  made  an  allowance  to  one  of 
Its  retiring  officers  and  now  found  it  was  illegal. 
He  might  say  that  the  Press  of  the  locality  had 
complained  bitterly  of  the  action  of  the  Corpo- 
ration, and  the  citizens  held  meetings  on  the 
subject.  The  Hon.  Mr.  Shriraski  would  know 
to  what  Corporation  he  referred.  Then,  as  had 
been  stated  by  the  Hon.  Mr.  Shrimski,  section 
3  of  the  Bill  provided  for  the  payment  of  tra- 
velling and  hotel  expenses  of  the  Mayor  or 
any  Councillors  who  might  be  deputed  by  the 
CooncU  to  attend  at  the  seat  of  Government  to 
wait  on  any  Ministers  of  the  Crown,  or  on  Par- 
liament, on  any  business  affecting  the  borough. 
He  would  guarantee  that,  if  this  clause  were 
passed,  Wellington  would  have  the  benefit  of 
frequent  visits  from  Mayors  and  representatives 
of  municipal  bodies,  especially  when  Parlia- 
ment was  in  session.  With  reference  to  section 
4,  subsection  (2),  he  thought  that  if  an  officer 
of  any  Corporation  met  with  an  accident  in  the 
actual  discharge  of  his  duty  the  Corporation 
should  have  the  power  to  grant  him  an  allow- 
ance ;  but,  otherwise,  he  thought  that  the  whole 
of  this  section  could  very  well  be  done  without. 
Section  10,  he  thought,  would  require  some  al- 
teration ;  it  was  arbitrary.  In  the  event  of  one 
powerful  or  wealthy  body  wishing  to  have  gas 
passing  along  a  road  possibly  dividing  the  district 
under  its  administration  from  another  small 
borough  which  had  enough  to  do  to  pay  its  way, 
this  smaller  borough  would  be  compelled  to 
contribute  to  the  lighting  of  the  roads  adjoining. 
The  objectionable  clauses  in  the  Bill  might  be 
struck  out  or  otherwise  dealt  with  in  Committee. 
There  were  some  things  in  the  Bill  which  he 
thought  were  absolutely  necessary,  especially 
in  these  days,  when  there  was  such  a  desire  to 
utilise  the  electric  light  instead  of  gas.  Under 
the  present  law  boroughs  would  not  have  the 
power  to  secure  electric-lighting  plant. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  SCOTLAND  thought  the  2nd 
olause  was  highly  objectionable.  The  great 
body  of  the  ratepayers  desired  to  have  the  best 
men  in  the  place  for  Mayor ;  and  it  was  pro- 
posed in  this  Bill  that  the  power  of  electing 
a  Mayor  should  be  taken  out  of  their  bands 
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and  put  in  those  of  the  Council.  When  these 
municipal  bodies  were  sitting  it  wag  almost 
impossible  to  take  up  the.  newspapers  with- 
out reading  an  account  of  most  disgraceful 
scenes  and  most  abominable  language  being 
used.  Many  members  of  these  bodies  were 
utterly  unfit  to  occupy  the  positions  which 
they  held.  He  would  not  trust  the  selection 
of  a  scavenger  or  a  lamplighter  to  many  of 
these  men ;  yet  the  important  power  was  to  be 
given  into  their  hands  of  choosing  the  Mayor, 
and  the  selection  limited  to  their  own  body  1 

The  Hon.  Mr.  PHABAZYN  thought  the  ob- 
jections to  the  Bill  stated  by  the  Hon.  Mr. 
Scotland  were  really  reasons  why  the  proposed 
change  in  the  election  of  Mayors  should  be 
made.  It  would  be  an  inducement  to  persons 
of  a  superior  doss  and  character  to  become 
members  of  municipal  bodies.  Before  the 
Mayors  were  elected  by  tlio  popular  vote  it 
was  always  a  consideration,  on  entering  a 
Council,  that  a  member  might  be  elected 
Mayor.  There  was  always  an  opportunity 
given  to  the  man  who,  in  the  opinion  of  the 
Council,  was  the  best  man  for  the  office  of 
being  elected  Mayor  by  the  Council,  instead  of 
that  civic  officer  being  elected  by  the  rate- 
payers generally.  He  thought  if  honourable 
members  would  look  back  to  that  time  they 
would  see  that  members  of  Corporations  gene- 
rally were  bettor  than  they  were  at  present, 
and  there  was  certainly  less  conflict  between 
the  Mayors  and  Corporations  then  than  was 
often  the  case  now.  They  frequently  found 
that,  in  consequence  of  the  Mayor  being  elected 
by  the  whole  body  of  the  people,  he  assumed 
to  himself  a  sort  of  power  of  representing  the 
whole  community,  and  thought  therefore  that 
his  opinion  ought  to  be  deferred  to  much  more 
than  would  bo  the  cose  if  he  wer-^  merely 
elected  by  the  municipal  body  itself.  They 
had  the  experience  of  England  to  guide  them. 
The  Mayors  there  were  elected  by  members  of 
the  Council,  and  he  did  not  see  why  a  change 
had  been  made  here.  Ho  thought  it  was  a 
misfortune  for  the  people  themselves,  and  that 
public  opinion  was  very  much  in  favour  of  re- 
turning to  the  old  system  of  election. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  HART  thought  it  was  unfair 
that  notice  of  the  proposed  change  in  the  mode 
of  election  had  not  been  forwarded  to  the  rate- 
payers of  the  difierent  Corporations  throughout 
the  colony,  as  he  believed  they  were  ignorant 
of  the  intention  to  bring  in  a  Bill  of  this  im- 
portant character.  So  far  as  he  was  aware, 
they  hod  not  had  any  opportunity  of  knowing 
what  was  to  be  introduced ;  otherwise  they 
might  have  petitioned  against  it. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  BUCKLEY  said  that  notice 
of  this  Bill  had  been  given  some  time  ago,  but 
he  was  under  the  belief  that  the  Bill  itself 
only  came  before  them  on  the  previous  day. 
He  thought  it  would  best  suit  the  convenience 
of  the  Council  to  adjourn  its  consideration  till 
the  next  sitting-day,  so  that  in  the  meantime 
the  Council  and  the  public  would  have  an 
opportunity  of  becoming  acquainted  with  the 
nature  of  its  provisions.  He  moved  the  ad- 
journment of  the  debate. 
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The  Hon.  Mr.  REYNOLDS  did  not  think 
any  object  was  to  be  gained  by  the  adjourn- 
ment of  the  debate.  This  might  very  well  suit 
the  convenience  of  the  people  of  Wellington, 
but  it  would  be  of  no  convenience  to  people  at 
a  distance.  It  would  be  far  better  to  read  the 
Bill  a  second  time  that  day. 

Debate  adjourned. 

SLAUGHTERHOUSES  BILL. 

IN    COMMITTEE. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  BUCKLEY  moved,  That  pro- 
gress be  reported. 
The  Committee  divided. 


Atbs,  12. 

Bamicoat 

Holmes 

Shrimski 

Dignan 

Johnson 

Swanson 

Frasoi 

Labmann 

Tftiaroa 

Hart 

Richmond 
Noes,  16. 

Williams. 

Bonar 

Peacock 

Shephard 

Campbell 

Peter 

Stevens 

McLean 

Pharazyn 

Walker 

Mensies 

Pollen 

Waterhouse 

Miller 

Scotland 

Whitaker. 

OUver 

Majority  against,  4. 

Motion  negatived. 

Clause  2. — Conditions  of  license. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  JOHNSON  moved  the  addition 
of  the  following  words :  "  Provided  that  nothing 
herein  contained  shall  apply  to  any  slaughter- 
house licensed  or  requiring  a  license  from  any 
Town  Board  or  Borough  Council  under  the  said 
Act." 

The  Council  divided. 


Ayes,  7. 

Bamicoat 

Johnson 

Beeves 

Scotland 
Shrimski 

Noes,  15. 

Swanson 
TaJaroa. 

Bonar 

Brett 

Grace 

Holmes 

McLean 

Menzies 

Oliver 

Peacock 

Peter 

Pharazyn 

PoUen 

Stevens 

Walker 

Waterhouso 

Whitaker. 

Majority  against,  8. 
Amendment  negatived. 
Bill  reported,  and  read  a  third  time. 

The  Council  adjourned  at  ten  minutes  past 
nine  o'clock  p.m. 

HOUSE    OF   REPEESENTATIVES. 

Friday,  Hud  December,  1887. 


First  Keadin^— Third  Bending— Ngstiknia  and  Rangi. 
tone  Natives  —  New  Hobridea  —  Special  Settle- 
ments—Taramaramu  Survey  District — Railway 
Workshops— Maaterton-Eketahana  Telephone— 
Kaiapoi  Cadet  Corps— North  of  Anckland  Beads 
— Faeroa  Beglstrar  of  Births— Middle  Island  Half- 
caste  Claims — "  Unemiiloyed  "—South  Island  Na- 
tive Beserves  —  Maori  Hill  Postal  Delivery  — 
Wiremu  te  Aho  and  Others  —  Engineers  on 
Foreign  Steamers— Teremakau  Hallway  Bridge 
—  Arabnra  Bailway  Bridge  —  AocUand  Mining 


Companies— Chinese— Legislative  Expenditure— 
AndiUnfi  Local  Bodies'  Accounts— Midland  Bail- 
way  —  Government  Bailways  BUI  —  Governor's 
Salary  and  Allowances  Bill— Ministers'  Salaries 
and  Allowances  Bill  —  Parliamentary  Hono- 
rarium and  Privileges  Bill. 

Mr.  Sfeaeeb  took  the  chair  at  half-past  two 
o'clock. 

Pbayebs. 

FIRST  READING. 
Public  Works  BUI. 

THIRD  READING. 
Governor's  Salary  and  Allowances  Bill. 

NGATIKUIA  AND  RANGITANE  NATIVES. 
On  the  motion  of  Mr.  PARATA,  it  was  ordered. 
That  there  bo  laid  before  this  House  a  copy  of 
Mr.  Alexander  Mackay's  report  on  the  claims 
of  the  Ngatikuia  and  Rangitane  Natives  to  land 
in  the  Marlborough  District. 

NEW  HEBRIDES. 

Major  STEWARD  asked  the  Premier, — (1.) 
What  steps,  if  any,  have  been  taken  to  give 
effect  to  the  recommendation  of  the  Pacific 
Islands  Committee  in  respect  to  the  Island  of 
Rapa  and  the  islands  of  the  Cook  Group,  as 
contained  in  the  report  presented  on  the  4th 
September,  1885  (see  Paper  I.-8,  Vol.  III., 
Appendices,  House  of  Representatives,  1885)  ? 
(2.)  In  view  of  the  settlement  of  the  New  He- 
brides question  which  has  been  arrived  at  be- 
tween the  Governments  of  England  and  France, 
does  not  the  Government  consider  that  a  favour- 
able opportunity  is  presented  for  further  efforts 
with  a  view  to  giving  effect  to  the  above-noted 
recommendation  ?  (3.)  If  so,  will  the  Govern- 
ment take  steps  in  that  direction  ?  During  the 
session  of  1885,  it  would  bo  remembered,  a  Com- 
mittee was  appointed,  of  which  the  Premier 
was  a  member,  to  "  consider  the  petition  from 
settlers  and  colonists  of  Fiji,  and  the  general 
position  of  the  Western  Pacific  Islands  in  their 
relation  to  New  Zealand."  That  Committee 
brought  np  a  report ;  and,  after  making  a  re- 
commendation as  to  the  Fijian  and  Samoan 
groups,  it  went  on  to  make  the  following  recom- 
mendation : — 

"That,  in  view  of  the  probable  early  comple- 
tion of  the  Panama  Canal,  it  is  of  the  utmost 
importance  that  the  Island  of  Rapa  (Opan), 
which  lies  in  the  direct  route  of  steamers  be- 
tween Panama  and  New  Zealand,  and  also 
the  islands  of  the  Cook  group,  should  be 
brought  under  British  control ;  and  that  urgent 
representations  to  that  effect  should  bo  made  to 
the  Imperial  Government." 

The  matter  was  one  of  considerable  import- 
ance, and  he  hoped  that  every  effort  had  been 
made,  and  would  be  made,  to  secure  this  very 
desirable  result,  more  especially  as  the  dilBcalty 
with  reference  to  the  New  Hebrides  appeared 
to  be  removed  out  of  the  way. 

Major  ATKINSON  replied  by  reading  the 
following  memorandum : — 

"  This  matter  has  been  continuonaly  orged 
on  the  attention  of  the  Colonial  Office,  as  will 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1887.]         Speeial  Settlements.         [HOUSE,]         Bailway  Workshops.         291 


be  seen  by  the  correspondence  laid  before 
Parliament,  A.-8  and  A.-5,  1886.  On  the 
83rd  November,  1885,  the  Secretary  of  State 
for  the  Colonies  informed  the  Oovemor  that 
Her  Majesty's  Government  had  given  the 
fallest  consideration  to  the  question  of  the 
annexation  of  Rapa ;  bat  it  did  not  seem  pos- 
sible to  acquire  the  island  unless  Her  Majesty's 
Government  should  be  in  a  position  to  assent 
to  France  obtaining  some  valuable  equivalent 
(meaning  the  New  Hebrides).  The  Secretary 
of  State  at  the  same  time  observed  that  the 
Cook  groap  possessed,  apparently,  no  safe  har- 
bours ;  but  he  had  communicated  with  the 
Foreign  Office  and  the  Admiralty  to  be  supplied 
with  more  detailed  information.  Since  this 
nothing  has  been  heard  on  the  subject.  In 
February,  1886,  came  the  French  offer  to  ceMe 
transportation  altogether  in  the  Pacific  if 
allowed  to  have  the  New  Hebrides,  when  it 
was  suggested  by  the  Secretary  of  State  that 
the  proposal  might  be  more  acceptable  if  Rapa 
were  given  up  to  England.  This  fell  through, 
through  the  opposition  of  the  Australian  Colo- 
nies. There  does  not  seem  any  likelihood  of 
the  French  giving  up  Bapa,  and  it  is  not  known 
whether  any  opposition  would  be  given  to  Eng- 
land aimexing  the  Cook  or  Hervcy  group,  or, 
indeed,  whether  England  would  annex,  although 
it  has  been  represented  to  the  Colonial  Office 
that  the  natives  are  willing." 

SPECIAL  SETTLESIENTS. 

Mr.  WILSON  asked  the  Minister  of  Lands, 
If  he  will  make  the  same  concession  to  all  spe- 
cial settlements  as  was  mode  to  the  Wellington 
and  Birmingham  Associations — namely,  to  allow 
married  women  to  take  up  sections  ? 

Mr.  G.  P.  RICHARDSON  must  answer  the 
question  in  a  decided  negative.  The  con- 
cession had  been  mode  previously,  but  it  was 
entirely  a  mistake,  and  contrary  to  the  Land 
Act.  No  further  similar  concession  would  be 
made. 

Sir.  WILSON  would  ask  the  Minister  if  he 
would  object  to  state  the  reasons.  Was  it  be- 
cause the  Goverjunent  could  not  do  it  under 
the  Land  Act  ? 

Mr.  G.  F.  RICHARDSON  said  the  conces- 
sion that  was  made  should  never  have  been 
made.    There  was  no  right  to  make  it. 

Mr.  WILSON  would  move  the  adjournment 
of  the  House.  The  land  token  up  in  some  cases 
was  very  rough,  and  the  settlers  found  that  they 
required  more  than  a  hundred  acres.  In  order 
to  extend  their  holdings,  married  women  had 
been  allowed  tc^  take  upland  under  the  special- 
Settlement  regulations,  and  in  that  way  the 
settlers'  areas  had  been  increased.  He  hoped 
the  Minister  would  further  consider  the  matter. 
The  Land  Bill  said  that  an  area  of  a  hundred 
acres  was  too  small ;  and,  if  it  was  too  small 
nnder  the  Land  Bill,  it  was  reasonable  to  as- 
sume that  it  was  too  small  in  these  special 
settlements. 

Mr.  O.  P.  RICHARDSON  said  that  if  the 
qnestion  had  been  put  in  a  different  form  he 
might  have  answered  it  differently.  He  would 
consider  the  question  regarding  area,  and  en- 


deavour to    meet    the  point  the  honourable 
gentleman  had  raised. 
Adjournment  of  the  House  negatived. 

TARAMARAMU  SURVEY  DISTRICT. 

Mr.  GRAHAM  asked  the  Native  Minister, 
Under  what  circumstances  and  by  what  au- 
thority 100  acres  of  Crown  land,  being  portion 
of  Section  No.  Ill  in  the  Taramaramu  Survey 
District,  Wairoa  County,  were  lately  withdrawn 
from  sale,  and  handed  over  to  certain  Natives 
in  that  district  ? 

Mr.  MITCHELSON,  in  reply,  said  that  on 
the  9th  October,  1875,  the  late  Sir  Donald 
McLean,  as  Native  Minister,  promised  that 
Maraki  Kohea  and  Rewai  Rangimataeo  should 
have  100  acres  of  the  Taramaramu  Block. 
In  November,  1886,  it  was  represented  to  the 
Native  Office  that  the  Auckland  Land  Board 
had  made  a  promise  that  this  land  should  be 
offered  for  sale;  and  it  was  decided  to  allow 
the  promise  to  be  carried  out,  and  provide 
the  Natives  with  other  land.  It  was,  however, 
brought  iinder  the  notice  of  the  Native  Depart- 
ment that  the  piece  promised  to  the  Natives 
was  specially  valued  by  them,  as  it  had  been 
the  site  of  an  old  settlement  and  fishing-ground. 
It  was,  moreover,  pointed  out  that  the  portion 
intended  to  be  selected  for  the  Natives  was  of 
inferior  quality,  and  that  no  old  associations 
were  attaiched  to  it  which  would  make  it  valu- 
able to  the  Native  mind.  Under  the  circum- 
stances of  the  case,  the  Native  Minister — the 
Hon.  Mr.  Bollance — -authorised  the  selection 
for  the  Natives  of  100  acres  of  Section  111, 
Taramaramu.  Legislation  would  be  required 
before  the  land  could  be  granted. 

RAILWAY  WORKSHOPS. 
Mr.  FISH  asked  the  Minister  for  Publio 
Works, — ^1.)  If  be  has  perused  the  return  laid 
before  this  House  showing  the  value  of  work 
performed  in  the  Government  railway  work- 
shops for  the  two  years  ending  the  Slst  March, 
1887,  for  districts  other  than  those  in  which 
such  workshops  are  situate,  and  which  return 
shows  the  value  of  work  so  performed  as  fol- 
lows— namely.  Hillside  (Dunedin),  £4,960; 
Addington  (Christchurch),  £44,823;  Pitone 
(Wellington),  £432  15s.  2d. ;  Newmarket  (Auck- 
land), £1,534  178.  lid.  1  (2.)  If  he  will  explain 
the  reason  for  such  apparent  unfairness  in  the 
distribution  of  works  m  the  various  districts, 
and  if  he  approves  of  same  ?  (3.)  Will  he  un- 
dertake that,  iu  the  future,  there  shall  be  a 
fairer  distribution  of  such  works  to  the  various 
districts?  He  had  been  induced  to  put  this 
question  on  the  Order  Paper  by  having  perused 
a  return  furnished  on  the  motion  of  the  honour- 
able member  for  Auckland  West,  in  which  it 
was  shown  that  the  expenditure  was  as  stated 
in  the  question.  He  recollected  perfectly  well 
that  the  Atkinson  Government,  when  in  power, 
made  a  distinct  promise,  and  he  believed  it 
had  been  rigidly  adhered  to,  that  works 
required  in  various  districts  should  be  done  in 
the  workshops  of  those  districts.  But  h» 
found  now,  by  this  return,  that  in  two  years  no 
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less  a  sun  than  £45,000  had  been  expended  in 
the  Addington  workshop  in  respect  of  work  re- 
quired for  other  districts.  He  had  been  in- 
formed that  in  order  to  do  this  work  men  hod 
been  sent  from  Dunedin  and  from  Auckland, 
and  that  the  work  liad  been  then  sent  back  to 
'  the  places  from  which  the  men  had  been  taken. 
This  state  of  things  was  most  discreditable  to 
the  Government  of  the  day. 

Mr.  SPEAKER  said  that  was  a  matter  of 
argument,  and  the  introduction  of  argument 
was  not  allowed  when  members  were  asking 
questions. 

Mr.  FISH  would  then  merely  ask  the  ques- 
tion. 

Mr.  MITCHELSON  said  he  had  perused  the 
return,  and,  upon  inquiry,  found  that  the  reason 
given  for  such  a  large  expenditure  at  Adding- 
ton was  that  the  machinery  and  appliances 
were  much  superior  there  than  at  other  places, 
consequently  the  railway  stock  could  be  manu- 
factured more  cheaply  there  than  elsewhere, 
the  principal  stock  that  was  manufactured 
being  carriages  and  wagons.  No  doubt  there 
had  been  a  very  large  sum  of  money  expended 
in  the  erection  of  workshops  and  machinery  in 
various  parts  of  the  colony  sufficient  to  manu- 
facture stock  enough  to  supply  three  countries 
OS  large  as  this ;  but,  seeing  that  the  shops 
had  been  established  in  various  towns  in  the 
colony,  it  was  only  right  that  all  stock  that 
was  required  in  each  district  where  shops 
had  been  established  should  be  there  manu- 
factured, if  the  appliances  would  admit  of 
it.  This  question  should,  no  doubt,  have  been 
carefully  considered  by  the  Government  be- 
fore consenting  to  such  a  large  outlay.  He 
would  carry  out  the  promise  made  in  reply- 
ing to  the  question  upon  the  some  subject 
some  days  ago  by  the  honourable  member  for 
Auckland  West — namely,  to  give  instructions 
that  all  stock  should  be  made  in  the  districts 
where  required,  provided  that  it  could  be  done 
without  having  to  provide  extra  machinery. 
By  giving  effect  to  that  promise  it  would  most 
probably  mean  that  a  large  quantity  of  ma- 
chinery would  remain  idle  in  some  of  the 
shops. 

MASTERTON-EKETAHUNA 
TELEPHONE. 

Mr.  SMITH  asked  the  Postmaster-General, 
If  he  will  have  the  telephonic  communication 
between  Slasterton  and  Eketahuna  via  Ma- 
ngamohoe  completed  at  an  early  date  ?  He 
would  point  out  that  the  railway-line  to  Eketa- 
hima  would  be  finished  within  a  reasonable 
time.  It  was  necessary  that  this  wire  should 
be  stretched,  and,  if  it  were  done  at  once,  he 
believed  it  would  pay  interest  upon  the  cost. 

Major  ATKINSON  said  the  matter  should  be 
inquired  into  and,  if  possible,  done ;  but  he 
could  not  give  any  positive  pledge  until  he  knew 
what  the  railway  authorities  were  doing  in  the 
matter. 

KAIAPOI  CADET  CORPS. 
Mr.  E.  RICHARDSON  asked  the  Minister  of 
Defence,  Whether  the  department  will  be  pre- 
pared to  supply  the  Kaiapoi  Rifle  Cadet  Corps 
Mr.  Fish 


with  suitable  carbines  ?  He  had  been  requested 
to  ask  this  question.  He  believed  the  oldest 
cadet  corps  was  at  Kaiapoi,  and  the  members 
felt  aggrieved  that  they  nad  not  been  supplied 
with  carbines  in  the  some  proportion  as  some 
of  the  younger  corps. 

Mr.  FERGUS  regretted  that  there  were  no 
carbines  available  at  present.  He  was  informed, 
however,  that  some  Enflelds  were  being  con- 
verted into  carbines,  and  when  this  was  done 
he  would  take  care  that  the  Kaiapoi  corps  wa& 
supplied. 

NORTH  OF  AUCKLAND  ROADS. 

Mr.  R.  THOMPSON  asked  the  Minister  for 
Public  Works,  If  it  is  his  intention  to  make 
provision  for  roadworks  north  of  Auckland,  in 
districts  where  there  ore  no  railways  ? 

Mr.  MITCHELSON  replied  that  the  Govern- 
ment did  not  intend  to  place  any  sum  upon  the 
estimates  this  year  for  roads  north  of  Auck- 
land. 

PAEROA  REGISTRAR  OP  BIRTHS. 

Mr.  C.ADMAN  asked  the  Colonial  Secretary, 
If,  in  view  of  the  growing  requirements  of  the 
Ohinemuri  district,  he  will  make  arrangements 
to  appoint  a  Registrar  of  Births,  Deaths,  and 
Marriages  at  Poeroa  ?  He  knew  that  the  de- 
partment, as  a  rule,  objected  to  these  appoint- 
ments; but  he  thought  the  Minister  would 
recognise  that  the  growth  of  the  Ohinemuri 
district  had  been  such  as  to  make  this  neces- 
sary, and  that  the  distance  to  the  nearest 
Registrar's  Office  was  too  great.  He  trusted 
the  request  would  bo  granted,  more  especially 
OS  he  was  informed  that  the  County  Clerk  was 
willing  to  perform  the  duty. 

Mr.  HI  SLOP  replied  that  arrangements 
would  be  made  if  the  fees  were  sufficient  for 
the  purpose. 

MIDDLE  ISLAND  HALF-CASTE 
CLAIMS. 

Major  STEWARD  asked  the  Native  Minister, 
When  he  proposes  to  introduce  a  Bill  to  provide 
for  the  settlement  of  the  land  claims  of  Middle 
Island  half-castes?  The  Minister,  in  answer  to 
a  question  early  in  the  session,  hod  intimated 
that  it  was  his  intention  to  bring  in  &  Sill. 
The  session  was  drawing  near  its  close,  and  no 
Bill  had  yet  made  its  appeaiance  on  the  Order 
Paper.  He  should  like  to  hear  from  the  Minis- 
ter whether  it  would  be  proceeded  with  this. 
year. 

Mr.  MITCHELSON  said  it  was  tnie  he  pro- 
mised to  introduce  a  Bill  this  session  ;  but  since 
then  he  found  that  claims  were  continnally 
coming  in,  and  Kir.  Commissioner  Mackay 
thought  it  would  be  advisable  to  hold  the  ques- 
tion over  until  next  session;  otherwise  there 
would  be  a  necessity  for  bringing  in  a  second 
Bill.  If  there  was  any  finality  about  the  matter, 
a  Bill  might  be  brought  in  before  the  close  of 
the  session. 

Major  STEWARD.  — It  may  be  depended 
upon  that  a  Bill  will  be  brought  in  next  ses- 
sion? 

Mr.  MITCHELSON.— Yea. 
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"  UNEMPLOYED." 
Mr.  GOIiDIE  asked  the  Minister  {or  Public 
Works,  Whether  there  are  any  "  unemployed  " 
at  present  engaged  on  relief-works ;  if  there  are, 
how  many,  and  in  what  districts  are  such  per- 
sons employed  ? 

Mr.  MITCHEIiSON  said  that,  unfortunately, 
there  was  a  large  number  of  men  out  of  em- 
ployment in  the  country,  and  it  was  necessary 
that  work  to  a  certain  extent  should  be  provided 
for  them.  He  had  a  ILst  in  his  band  showing 
the  number  of  men  employed,  and  specifying 
the  locality  and  class  of  work  that  they  were 
engaged  upon,  which  he  would,  for  the  infor- 
mation of  honourable  members,  lay  upon  the 
taUe.  Those  words  marked  with  an  asterisk 
were  those  which  were  considered  purely  relief- 
works  : — 

"  The  following  is  a  list  of  the  works  on  which 
•  unemployed '  are  engaged,  and  the  number  of 
men  in  each  case  who  were  at  work  last  Mon- 
day : — 
"  Marlborough — 

1.  KaikouTft-CIarence  Road        . .     109 
Canterbury — 

'2.  Kaituna  Quarry        . .  . .       17 

3.  Drainage,  Addington  workshops        9 

•4.  Irrigation  reserve,  levelling,  <tc.      19 

*S.  Hagley  Psirk  improvements    . .       SO 

6.  Mt.  Somers  Railway  extension       10 

*7.  Stonebreaking  at  Addington  . .      12 

Otago — 

8.  Completing    formation,    Otago 

Central  Railway   . .  7 

0.  Hindon  Road,  formation        . .       48 

10.  Catlin's  River  Railway,  forma- 

tion        ..  ..  ..79 

11.  Seaward  Bush  Railway,  plate- 

laying      . .  . .  . .       40 

Kew  Plymouth — 

12.  liailw&y  works.  Sentry  Hill    . .       12 


Total 


392" 


SOUTH  ISLAND  NATIVE  RESERVES. 

Mr.  PARATA  asked  the  Government,  When 
the  new  Bill  relating  to  South  Island  Native 
reserves,  which  appears  on  the  Order  Paper, 
will  be  placed  in  the  hands  of  members  ?  He 
wished  to  make  an  explanation.  His  reason 
lot  asking  the  question  was  this:  The  notice 
of  this  Bill  had  appeared  on  the  Order  Paper 
for  a  considerable  time,  and  be  was  anxious 
the  Bill  should  be  circulated,  in  order  to  be 
tnuulated,  so  that  the  Natives  affected  by  it 
shonld  have  an  opportunity  of  studying  it. 
Now,  the  time  remaining  this  session  was  so 
abort  that  the  Natives  had  no  opportunity  of 
becoming  acquainted  with  the  Bill.  Therefore 
it  ooght  to  be  postponed  until  next  session. 
This  was  a  very  important  matter.  It  affected 
the  Natives  in  that  district  very  deeply,  and  it 
seemed  to  him  to  be  wrong  that  an  important 
measure  like  this  shonld  oe  hurried  through 
the  House  without  giving  the  people  affected 
by  it  an  opportunity  of  becoming  cognisant  of 
its  provisions.  This  Bill  was  different  in  some 
respects  from  the  Bill  brought  before  the  House 
last  session.    He  hoped  the  honourable  gentle- 


man in  charge  of  the  measure  would  not  be 
offended  at  the  suggestion  he  was  making. 

Major  ATKINSON  said  the  Bill  was  distri- 
buted yesterday.  It  was,  he  believed,  trans- 
lated, and  ought  to  be  in  the  hands  of  the 
honourable  member.  He  quite  agreed  with 
the  honourable  member  that  an.important  Bill 
should  not  be  hurried  through  the  House ;  but 
this  Bill  was  the  some  as  that  brought  in  last 
session,  with  the  exception  that,  instead  of  four 
or  five  valuers,  it  was  proposed  to  appoint  only 
two.  Under  the  Bill  of  last  session  the  expense 
of  valuation  to  the  Natives  was  very  great,  and 
the  alteration  was  made  in  the  interests  of  the 
parties  concerned,  inasmuch  as  it  would  reduce 
the  expense.  In  all  other  respects  the  Bill  was 
the  same,  and  it  would  be  necessary  to  pass 
it  this  session,  as  great  injustice  was  being 
done  both  to  the  Natives  and  to  Europeans. 

MAORI  HILL  POSTAL  DELIVERY. 

Mr.  ROSS  asked  the  Postmaster-Oeneral, 
If  he  will  take  steps  to  expedite  the  delivery  of 
letters  in  the  Borough  of  Maori  Hill ;  and  if 
he  will  afford  greater  facilities  for  posting 
letters  and  newspapers  in  that  borough  ?  The 
residents  of  Slaon  Hill,  which  was  a  very 
populous  suburb,  complained  that  there  was 
only  one  postal  delivery  in  the  day,  that 
frequently  taking  place  not  before  one  o'clock 
in  the  afternoon,  and  sometimes  not  until  two, 
and  often  not  till  three  and  four  o'clock.  Let- 
ters arriving  in  Dunedin  by  steamer  early  on 
any  morning  were  not  delivered  at  Maori  Hill 
until  the  afternoon  of  the  following  day.  There 
was  a  further  complaint  that  there  was  no  post- 
offioe  or  pillar-box  in  the  district,  and  that  in 
order  to  post  their  letters  people  had  to  go 
either  to  Roslyn  or  to  Dunedin.  This  might 
be  remedied  at  little  or  no  expense  by  having 
a  receiving  -  box  attached  to  some  convenient 
place ;  and  the  postman,  while  delivering  let- 
ters, might  clear  this  box  without  any  addi- 
tional expense  to  the  department.  He  hoped 
the  Minister  would  give  a  favourable  reply  to 
his  question. 

Major  ATKINSON  said  inquiries  would  be 
made,  and  if  it  were  found  that  what  the  honour- 
able gentleman  wanted  could  be  done  it  would 
be  done.  He  should  feel  obliged  if  the  honour- 
able gentleman  would  supply  the  department 
with  the  information  at  his  disposal  on  the 
subject. 

WIREMU  TE  AHO  AND  OTHERS. 
Mr.  TAIPUA  asked  the  Government,  What 
steps  they  intend  to  take  in  the  matter  of  the 
petition  of  Wiremu  te  Aho  and  others,  which 
was  reported  upon  by  the  Native  Affairs  Com- 
mittee during  the  session  of  1886  7  In  asking 
this  question  it  would  be  necessary  for  him  to 
make  on  explanation.  His  question  referred  to 
some  land  that  was  set  apart  for  the  Ngatitipa 
Tribe.  It  was  set  apart  by  the  Government  for 
the  loyal  Ngatitipa  Natives  on  account  of  their 
taking  pare  in  the  war.  Wben  the  Crown  grant 
for  this  land  was  issued  the  lands  were  Crown- 
granted  to  Waata  Kukutai  and  Nini.  Now,  the 
people  for  whom  the  land  was  set  apart  were 
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left  oat  of  the  grant,  and  a  great  injustice  had 
therefore  been  done  them.  They  asked  Mr. 
Fenton  to  give  some  explanation  of  the  matter. 
Mr.  Fenton,  who  wan  a  Judge  of  the  Native 
Land  Court  at  the  time  the  land  was  Crown- 
granted,  wrote  to  these  people  a  letter,  stating 
that  the  land  was  set  apart  for  the  whole  tribe. 
Ijast  year,  when  the  Native  Afiairs  Committee 
inquired  into  this  matter,  Mr.  Fenton's  letter 
was  produced  before  the  Committee.  The  pre- 
sent position  was  this :  Many  of  these  people 
weie  living  on  the  land  and  occupying  it,  but 
had  no  right  there  unless  they  were  put  in  the 
Crown  grant.  He  hoped  the  Government 
would  be  able  to  give  him  a  favourable  answer. 
He  thought  it  would  be  admitted  that  a  wrong 
had  been  done  these  people. 

Mr.  MITCHELSON  said  the  circumstances 
in  connection  with  this  case  had  been  for- 
warded to  the  Government  Agent,  at  Waikato, 
and  he  had  not  yet  supplied  a  report.  As  soon 
as  his  report  was  received  the  Government 
would  consider  it  very  carefully.  They  bad 
received  a  communication  from  the  agent  stat- 
ing that  he  would  at  once  make  inquiries  and 
report,  and  in  that  letter  he  stated  that,  up  to 
the  time  of  writing,  he  had  not  met  with  Hori 
•Knkutai,  one  of  the  Natives  whose  names  were 
in  the  Crown  grant.  He  would  let  the  honour- 
able gentleman  know  the  decision  of  the  Govern- 
ment in  the  matter  as  soon  as  the  Government 
were  placed  in  possession  of  the  report  and  had 
time  to  consider  it. 

Mr.  HAMLIN  said  if  the  Minister  wrote  to 
Mr.  C.  Marshall,  at  Port  Waikato,  they  would 
get  all  the  information  they  wanted  on  the 
subject.  That  gentleman  was  directly  on  the 
spot  and  knew  the  whole  circumstances  of  the 
case.  He  believed,  too,  that  the  letters  written 
by  Mr.  Dickie  and  Mr.  Fenton  were  in  Wel- 
lington and  could  be  seen.  It  was  fully  shown 
to  the  Native  Affairs  Committee  that  this  land 
was  intended  for  sixty  Natives  who  had  served 
the  colony  as  Volunteers,  and  the  land  was 
granted  to  them  as  a  reward  for  their  faithful 
services. 

Mr.  MITCHELSON  said  the  information 
supplied  to  him  was  to  the  effect  that  there 
was  not  sufficient  information  in  Wellington  to 
enable  a  decision  to  be  arrived  at. 

ENGINEERS  ON  FOEEIGN  STEAMERS. 
Mr.  SEDDON  asked  the  Minister  of  Marine, 
— (1.)  Is  he  aware  that  foreign-owned  steamers 
have  for  some  time  been  plying  to  and  from 
New  Zealand  ports  solely  without  having  on 
board  the  number  of  certificated  engineers  as 
required  by  law?  (2.)  If,  on  inquiry,  it  is 
found  that  unqualified  persons  are  engaged  and 
acting  in  the  capacity  of  engineers  on  board 
the  said  vessels,  will  the  Minister  take  the 
necessary  steps  to  have  the  law  complied  with, 
and  penalties  imposed  for  the  infringement 
thereof?  His  attention  had  been  called  to  the 
fact  that  on  one  or  two  steamers  engaged  in 
the  West  Coast  coal  trade,  which  were  foreign- 
owned  vessels  under  charter,  there  were  un- 
certificated engineers.  Seeing  that  these 
yessels  carried  passengers,  and  in  the  iiitereat 
Mr.  Taipua 


of  the  trade  to  which  he  belonged,  and  seeing 
the  law  was  infringed,  it  was  only  right  that 
the  Government  should  make  inquiries  and 
insist  on  compliance  with  the  law.  He  did 
not  see  why  an  exception  should  be  made  in 
the  case  of  foreigners,  especially  as  machinery 
was  provided  by  which  these  engineers  could 
easily  obtain  certificates. 

Mr.  FISHER  said  the  law  only  required  that 
the  chief  engineer  should  pass  an  examination 
under  the  regulations,  and,  of  course,  that  was 
insisted  on.  Information  had  been  sought  as 
to  what  was  the  custom  in  regard  to  examina- 
tions in  Germany  and  other  places,  and  the 
German  Vice-Consul  had  stated  that  in  Ger- 
many engineers  of  any  nationality  were  allowed 
to  be  examined  in  their  own  language  ;  and  it 
would  be  rather  hard  to  make  a  foreign  engi- 
neer pass  an  examination  in  English  in  New 
Zealand.  There  was  only  one  vessel  to  which 
the  honourable  gentleman's  question  could 
apply.  Our  regulations  rendered  it  necessary 
that  the  examination  should  be  in  English, 
and  the  chief  engineer  of  the  steamer  referred 
to  could  not  speak  a  word  of  English.  There 
was  a  conflict  between  the  Customs  Regula- 
tions of  New  Zealand  and  Germany  in  this 
respect,  and  this  officer  had  not  yet  been 
examined.  As  soon  as  farther  information, 
which  the  department  was  seeking,  had  been 
obtained  it  would  be  decided  what  to  do  in  this 


TEREMAKAU  RAILWAY  BRIDGE. 

Mr.  SEDDON  asked  the  Minister  for  Public 
Works, — (1.)  What  progress  is  being  made  with 
the  erection  of  the  bridge  across  the  Teremakaa 
Biver  on  the  Grey-Hokitika  Railway  ?  (2.) 
What  is  the  date  fixed  for  the  completion  of 
such  bridge,  and  is  fair  progress  consonant 
with  such  period  for  completion  being  made  ? 
(3.)  What  are  the  penalties  provided  in  case 
of  non-completion  of  contract  within  contract 
time  ?  It  was  some  months  since  the  contract 
hod  been  let,  but  when  he  left  the  district  for 
Wellington  nothing  had  been  done  in  connee- 
tion  with  the  work  on  the  proposed  site.  It 
was  only  fair  to  the  district  and  to  the  public 
generally  that  contractors  should  be  kept  to 
the  specified  time,  and  he  therefore  asked  for 
this  information. 

Mr.  MITCHELSON  said,  beyond  ordering 
the  materials  from  England,  and  other  pre- 
liminary work,  nothing  had  yet  been  done  to  the 
bridge.  The  date  for  the  arrival  of  the  iron- 
work in  the  colony,  as  fixed  by  the  contract,  was 
the  18th  December.  The  date  for  the  com- 
pletion of  the  bridge  was  the  18th  March,  1889, 
and,  as  above  shown,  the  progress  made  was  in 
accordance  with  the  contract.  The  penalty 
was  £15  per  week. 

Mr.  TAYLOR  asked  if  the  ironwork  could  not 
have  been  got  in  the  colony.  Was  that  the 
cause  of  the  delay  ? 

Mr.  MITCHELSON  said  he  had  not  looked 
at  the  specifications  ;  so  he  could  not  say.  The 
contract  was  let  before  he  took  office.  His  pre- 
decessor (Mr.  E.  Richardson)  would  perhaps  be 
able  to  reply  to  the  question. 
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Mr.  E.  BIGHAKDSON  said  the  contract  pro- 
Tided  that  all  the  ironwork  shonld  be  manu- 
factured in  the  colony,  only  the  raw  material 
being  imported. 

ARAHURA  RAILWAy  BRIDGE. 

Mr.  SEDDON  asked  the  Minister  for  Public 
Works,  Whether  he  will,  in  accordance  with 
the  wishes  of  the  Westland  County  Council, 
have  the  railway  bridge  across  the  Atahura 
RiTer  altered,  so  as  to  make  it  available  for 
diay-facaffic,  provided  the  Westland  County 
Cooncil  defray  the  expense  of  such  altera- 
tion ?  The  bridge  was  so  made  that  it  could 
be  easily  planked  so  as  to  allow  of  dray  and 
foot-passenger  traffic  as  well  as  the  railway. 
The  present  traffic  bridge  lower  down  the  river 
was  made  sixteen  or  seventeen  years  ago,  and 
was  now  very  shaky.  To  renew  it  would  cost 
about  £20,000,  which  the  local  body  bad  not  at 
its  command.  The  river  was  changing,  and 
the  old  bridge  was  so  decayed  that  it  would 
soon  be  nnsafe.  The  late  Oovemment  had 
stated  that  they  could  not  allow  the  new  rail- 
way bridge  to  be  used  for  dray-traffic  on  ac- 
count of  tiio  expense ;  bat  that  difficulty  might 
be  got  over  by  the  County  Council  defraying 
the  additional  cost,  for  which,  however,  a  slight 
alteration  of  the  law  was  necessary,  as  it  could 
not  now  legally  be  done.  As  the  railway 
traffic  would  not  be  large,  there  could  be  no 
danger  to  life  or  property  by  allowing  the 
bridge  to  be  used  for  dray-traffic  as  well. 

Mr.  MITCHELSON  said  the  Government 
did  not  see  their  way  to  incur  the  expense 
of  making  this  bridge  a  combined  one,  as  the 
cost  would,  he  understood,  be  about  £2,000. 
Seeing  that  the  bridge  was  so  conveniently 
sitaated  for  ordinary  traffic,  the  Government 
offered  no  objection  to  the  county  doing  the 
work  at  its  own  cost ;  but  he  understood  that 
the  county  had  no  legal  power  that  would 
permit  it  to  undertake  the  work. 

Mr.  SEDDON  asked,  as  it  would  be  impos- 
sible for  a  private  member  to  get  a  Bill  passed 
this  session  for  the  necessary  alteration  of  the 
law,  would  the  Government  bring  in  a  Bill 
for  the  purpose  ? 

Mr.  MITCHELSON  said  he  would  consider 
the  matter. 

AUCKLAND  MINING  COMPANIES. 
Mr.  SEDDON  asked  the  Minister  of  Mines,— 
|1.)  Why  the  law  as  to  furnishing  and  publish- 
ing the  half-yearly  statements  by  mining  oom- 
panios  in  the  Auckland  Mining  District  has  not 
been  complied  vrith,  and  more  particularly  the 
Union  Company,  Woihi  ?  (2.)  Will  the  Minis- 
ter take  steps  to  compel  defaulting  companies 
to  conform  with  the  law,  or  otherwise  inflict 
the  penalties  provided?  He  had  received  a 
letter  from  a  party  interostcd  in  some  mines, 
and  who  resided  in  Wellington,  and  repre- 
sented a  number  of  Wellington  shareholders, 
saying  that  there  had  been  a  clear  evasion  of 
the  law  in  the  non-publication  of  these  state- 
ments. In  the  interest  of  the  mining  industry 
and  of  mining  investors  it  was  absolutely 
necessary  that  the  law  in  this  respect  should 
be  complied  with. 


Mr.  O.  F.  RICHARDSON  said  many  of  the 

mining  companies  in  the  Auckland  District  had 
complied  with  the  provisions  of  the  Mining  Act 
in  this  respect,  but  the  Union  Company,  Waihi, 
had  neglected  to  do  so.  The  Inspector  at  Te 
Aroha  had  been  instructed  to  take  the  proper 
steps  to  enforce  oompUanoe  with  the  law. 

CHINESE. 
Mr.  SEDDON    asked   the    Government, 

Whether  they  will  cause  inquiries  to  be  made 
as  to  the  truth  or  otherwise  of  the  rumour  that 
a  large  number  of  young  girls  are  in  the  habit  of 
frequenting,  for  immoral  purposes,  the  Chinese 
quarters  in  Wellington  and  other  large  cities  in 
the  colony?  (2.)  Will  the  Government  cause 
strict  inquiry  to  bo  made  into  the  sanitary  con- 
dition of  the  Chinese  quarters  in  Wellington 
and  the  other  large  cities  in  the  colony  ?  (S.) 
Will  the  Government  take  precautionary  mea- 
sures to  have  strict  supervision  kept  of  all 
vessels  arriving  at  the  various  ports  in  the 
colony  which  have  on  boe^  Chinese  sailors  or 
passengers,  with  a  view  of  preventing  evasion 
of  "  The  Chinese  Immigrants  Act,  1881 "  ?  He 
had  information  from  a  reliable  source  that  what 
was  stated  in  the  first  part  of  the  question  was 
correct,  and  the  Minister  could  easily  verify  it 
by  a  question  to  the  detective  department.  As 
to  the  second  part  of  the  question,  it  was  of 
course  to  the  interest  of  the  colony  to  see  that 
proper  sanitary  conditions  were  maintained 
among  the  Chinese  here.  As  to  the  third  part 
of  the  question,  he  was  informed,  and  he  also 
could  state  it  from  his  own  knowledge,  that  when 
vessels  with  Chinese  sailors  arrived  the  crew 
were  allowed  to  mix  freely  with  the  Chinese  on 
shore,  no  supervision  apparently  being  exer- 
cised, and  the  consequence  was  a  great  risk 
of  the  law  being  evaded,  which  provided  that 
a  poll-tax  of  £10  should  be  paid  by  every  China- 
man remaining  in  the  country. 

Mr.  FERGUS  said  bis  attention  had  been 
directed  to  the  subject  of  the  first  part  of  the 
question  some  time  ago  by  a  letter  written  by 
the  honourable  member  for  Thomdon,  but, 
from  information  at  his  disposal,  he  found  that 
the  number  of  girls  was  not  nearly  so  large  as 
the  wording  of  the  question  might  suggest. 
The  police  had  no  power  to  interfere  unless 
a  complaint  was  lodged  by  the  parents  or 
guardians  of  the  girls.  As  to  the  sanitary 
condition  of  the  Chinese  quarters,  that  was  a 
matter  which  pertained  more  especially  to  the 
municipal  authorities ;  but  he  would  issue  in- 
structions to  the  police  to  see  whether  those 
quarters  were  in  a  sanitary  condition.  As  to 
the  third  part  of  the  question,  he  was  informed 
by  the  Minister  of  Marine  that  the  supervi- 
sion was  sufficient  to  prevent  the  landing  of 
Chinese  sailors  in  the  colony  without  paying 
the  poll-tax ;  but  inquiries  should  be  made, 
and,  if  necessary,  instructions  should  be  issued 
that  a  still  stricter  supervision  should  be  exer- 
cised, if  that  were  possible. 

LEGISLATIVE  EXPENDITURE. 
Mr.  O'CONOR  asked  the  Premier,  Whether, 
in  connection  with  the  proposed  readjustment 
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of  the  Civil  Seirice,  the  Govenunent  will  adopt 
olaase  9  of  the  rccommenclationB  made  by  the 
Legislative  Expenditure  Committee  of  1886,  to 
wit,  "  That  Govomment  should  be  directly  re- 
sponsible for  all  parliamentary  expenditure, 
and  that  all  officers  should  be  under  the  direct 
control  of  Government"?  The  Committee  had 
made  several  proposals  which  had  been  very 
well  entertained  by  the  House,  and  the  pro- 
posals of  the  Government  showed  that  e&eot 
would  more  or  less  be  given  to  them.  But  there 
was  one  very  important  clause  in  the  Com- 
mittee's report  as  to  which  they  had  received 
no  intimation  from  the  Government,  and  it  was 
to  this  that  his  question  was  directed.  He 
hoped  the  honourable  gentleman  would  he  able 
to  give  a  satisfactory  answer,  as  the  Committee 
had  been  unanimous  in  this  recommendation, 
and  were  very  desirous  that  it  should  be  given 
efiect  to. 

Major  ATKINSON  said  he  was  not  able  to 
give  the  honourable  gentleman  a  positive  an- 
swer that  day,  but  when  the  estimates  came 
on  he  would  explain  the  position  the  Govern- 
ment proposed  to  take  up  in  tlie  matter. 

AUDITING  LOCAL.  BODIES'  ACCOUNTS. 

Mr.  O'CONOR  asked  the  Premier,  Whether 
the  Government  will,  during  the  recess,  inquire 
into  the  efficiency  of  the  audit  system  as  now 
established  in  regard  to  the  accounts  of  the 
local  governing  bodies,  with  a  view  to  making 
the  audit  more  eflicicnt  in  preventing  illegal 
expenditure?  It  hud  come  to  his  knowledge 
on  several  occasions  that  the  system  of  audit  of 
local  bodies'  accounts  was  not  such  as  would 
check  illegal  expenditure.  The  Audit  officers 
were  generally  satisfied  if  they  found  a  voucher 
corresponding  with  the  payment,  and  some  au- 
thority under  which  the  payment  was  made. 
His  opinion  was  that  the  Audit  officer  should 
go  mach  further,  and  ascertain  whether  the 
payments  were  legal  or  not.  He  knew  of 
several  instances  where  the  funds  of  public 
bodies  had  been  expended  improperly,  and  yet 
they  had  passed  the  audit,  though  the  payments 
were  in  defiance  of  the  law.  Ue  thought  the 
audit  system  should  absolutely  prevent  illegal 
expenditure,  or  it  was  simply  a  farce. 

Jlajor  ATKINSON  said  the  honourable 
gentleman  was  quite  right — the  audit  of  local 
bodies'  accounts  was  far  from  satisfactory  in 
many  cases.  Ho  had  prepared  a  Bill  on  the 
question,  but  he  was  afraid  it  would  be  impos- 
sible to  get  it  passed  this  session.  He  had 
some  hope  yet  that  it  might  be,  and  the  Audit 
Office  was  anxious  that  it  should  be  passed ; 
but  he  was  afraid  that  the  time  at  their  dis- 
posal would  not  allow  of  it. 

MIDLAND  RAILWAY. 
Sir  G.  GRKY. — Before  proceeding  to  the 
orders  of  the  day  I  should  like  to  ask  the  Pre- 
mier a  question.  A  return  was  laid  on  the  table 
the  other  day,  in  answer  to  a  motion  which  I 
made,  which  purported  to  give  a  return  of  the 
lands  north  of  the  Rakaia  which  it  was  pro- 
posed to  give  to  tlie  Midland  Railway  Company, 
and  it  was  only  this  morning  that  I  ascertained 
Mr.  O'Conor 


that  there  is  every  reason  to  believe  that  this  is 
an  exceedingly  imperfect  return — that  one  great 
tract  of  country  has  been  omitted  from  it.  I 
think  that  is  a  most  important  thing,  and,  if 
such  is  the  case,  I  presume  the  Government 
will  not  go  on  further  with  this  railway  ques- 
tion until  we  have  a  complete  return.  I  believe 
that  this  land  has  been  omitted,  and  that  that 
will  cause  very  considerable  difficulty. 

Major  ATKINSON.  —  Tlie  Government  do 
propose  to  go  on  with  the  consideration  of  the 
amendments  made  by  the  Legislative  Council 
in  the  contract,  and  I  shall  ask  the  House  to 
agree  to  them.  I  am  very  sorry  if  this  return 
is  incorrect,  and  will,  of  course,  make  full  in- 
quiry. It  is  a  return  about  which  there  has 
been  some  difficulty.  It  was  made  out  origi- 
nally by  the  lost  Government,  and  was  lost, 
and  no  copy  was  retained  of  it.  I  understand 
that  was  the  cause  of  the  delay  in  supplying 
the  return.  The  information  was  supplied  by 
telegram  from  the  officer  in  Ghristchurch,  and 
it  was  supposed  to  be  correct.  The  honourable 
gentleman  was  a  member  of  the  Committee 
which  sat  for  a  very  long  time  over  this  ques- 
tion, and,  if  it  was  necessary  to  inquire  into  this 
particular  block,  that  was  the  time  for  him  to 
have  brought  it  up.  I  camiot  see  that  that 
would  in  any  way  alter  the  judgment  of  the 
House,  and  therefore  I  propose  to  go  on  with 
the  motion. 

Mr.  TURNBULL.— This  is  rather  a  serious 
question,  because  when  an  honourable  mem- 
ber asks  for  a  return  it  ought  to  be  a  faithful 
one.  Unfortunately  this  is  not  the  only  in- 
stance, for  there  was  the  return  with  respect  to 
the  property-tax,  which  was  laid  on  tlie  table 
and  had  to  be  taken  back  because  it  was  incor- 
rect. It  is  a  very  serious  matter,  when  a 
Minister  is  asked  for  a  return  and  he  lays  it  on 
the  table  with  the  impress  of  his  name,  that  it 
should  be  unreliable.  Perhaps  the  honourable 
gentleman  could  tell  us  the  acreage  of  this 
block  and  the  rental,  for  that  is  one  of  the 
most  important  matters  in  connection  with 
this  land  which  is  omitted  from  the  return. 

Major  ATKINSON. — I  am  not  prepared  to 
admit  that  any  land  has  been  omitted  from  tlie 
return;  and,  in  the  cose  of  the  other  return 
to  which  the  honourable  gentleman  alluded,  it 
is  not  admitted  by  the  department  that  it  is 
wrong.  I  will,  of  course,  cause  search  to  be 
made,  but  honourable  members  must  under- 
stand that  unless  sufficient  time  is  given  far 
making  up  these  returns  tliero  is  possibility  of 
error.  The  departments  are  anxious  to  supply 
the  information  because  honourable  members 
desire  it,  and  if  the  returns  have  to  bo  made 
up  hastily  there  is  possibility  of  error.  Of 
course,  if  ample  time  is  given  for  making  out 
the  returns  and  a  department  fails  to  furnish 
them  correctly,  the  Government  would  have  to 
take  serious  notice  of  the  matter. 

Sir  G.  GREY.— I  move  the  adjournment  of 
the  Honse.  I  have  to  say  that  the  answer  of 
the  Premier  has  been  evasive  and  not  satis- 
factory. I  believe  that  a  very  largo  quantity 
of  land,  I  oaimot  say  how  much,  has  been 
omitted  from  this  return.    I  believe  that  the 
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honootable  gentleman  knows  this,  and  that  he 
could  immediately  have  eoireut  information 
given  to  the  House.  There  should  be  some 
peiBou  here  capable  of  saying  what  are  the 
causes  which  led  to  the  omission. 

Major  ATKINSON.— The  honourable  mem- 
ber has  not  proved  that  there  is  anything 
omitted.  I  do  not  admit  that  anything  is 
omitted. 

Sir  G.  GREY.— That,  I  must  say,  is  not  an 
answer  which  the  Premier  should  make  on  a 
grave  question  of  this  kind.  It  is  a  question 
which  will  aScct  two  and  a  half  million  acres 
of  land,  and  throw  cm  immense  debt  on  the 
people,  on  which  they  will  have  to  pay  both 
principal  and  interest ;  and  I  think  wo  have  a 
right  to  be  told  distinctly  what  is  the  reason 
why  this  return  is  not  correct.  Either  let  it 
be  affirmed  that  it  is  correct,  or  let  us  be  given 
all  the  information  possible  why  it  is  not  cor- 
rect. If  it  is  Incorrect,  that  fact  has  been  kept 
back  from  the  House. 

Major  ATKINSON.— Yea,  by  the  honourable 
gentleman  himself,  who  is  the  only  one  who 
appears  to  know  it. 

Sir  G.  GBEY.— That  is  a  remark  which  the 
honourable  gentleman  should  not  make.  I 
distinctly  stated  that  I  knew  nothing  about  it 
till  this  morning. 

Major  ATKINSON. — I  knew  nothing  about 
it  till  the  honourable  gentleman  mentioned  it 
just  now. 

Sir  O.  GREY.— I  say,  if  the  Government 
know  this  to  be  a  wrong  return,  the  House 
should  at  once  be  informed  of  it,  and  a  correct 
return  be  laid  on  the  table  of  tlie  Legislative 
Council ;  and  they  should  not  have  been  led 
to  carry  on  the  business  connected  with  so 
vast  a  transaction  in  ignorance  of  the  quantity 
of  land  to  be  given  to  this  company. 

Major  ATKINSON.— I  quite  agree  with  the 
honourable  gentleman. 

Sir  G.  GREY. — I  say  wo  should  have  that 
before  us  before  we  proceed  with  this  particular 
business ;  and  I  ask  to  have  that  information 
given  to  myself  and  to  the  House,  and  then  we 
shall  be  able  to  resolve  on  the  course  which  it 
is  necessary  to  pursue.  I  think  the  Premier 
has  not  met  me  fairly  on  the  question.  Ho 
tried  to  laugh  it  down,  and  spoke  in  a  very 
onpleasant  way,  and  his  answer  was  not 
suited  to  the  gravity  of  the  occasion. 

Mr.  G.  F.  RICHARDSON.— I  think  I  can 
explain  the  matter  satisfactorily.  I  do  not  think 
there  is  anything  incorrect  in  the  return  laid 
apon  the  table.  But,  apparently,  from  what 
the  honourable  gentleman  told  mo  to-day,  he 
expected  the  return  to  contain  more  informa- 
tion than  it  does  contain.  The  return  gives 
accurately  the  areas  opposite  the  names  of  the 
pastoral  tenants  and  the  rents  they  pay,  so  for 
as  regards  lands  held  within  the  area  which 
has  been  selected  by  the  Midland  Railway 
Company ;  but,  apparently,  the  honourable 
member  for  Auckland  Central  wished  that  the 
pastoral  leases  in  Nelson  and  Marlborough 
should  also  be  included.  When  the  return  was 
laid  on  the  table  I  supposed  that  it  covered 
all  that  the  honourable  gentleman  wished  to 


know.  There  was  considerable  urgency  in 
getting  it  laid  on  the  table,  and  the  information 
that  was  laid  on  the  table  was  apparently  cor- 
rect —  perfectly  correct  to  the  extent  I  have 
stated ;  but,  if  a  further  return  of  the  pastoral 
land  held  in  Nelson  and  Marlborough  is  re- 
quired, I  will  give  instructions  to  have  it  added, 
though  I  may  say  that  it  does  not  bear  on  the 
question  of  the  Midland  Railway. 

Sir  G.  OBEY.- Will  the  honourable  gentle- 
man state  when  he  knew  that  the  return  was 
'not  complete? 

Mr.  G.  P.  RICHARDSON.— It  is  complete 
so  far  as  I  understood  what  was  asked  for.  After 
the  return  had  bean  Ibiid  upon  the  table  it 
was  mentioned  to  me  by  one  of  the  officers 
of  the  department  that  it  did  not  include 
the  Nelson  runs ;  but  I  said  that  I  thought  it 
was  all  right.  It  was  only  to-day  that  I  under- 
stood that  the  honourable  gentleman  laid 
stress  upon  obtaining  this  additional  informa- 
tion. However,  the  further  information  shall 
be  obtained  at  once,  and  a  supplementary  re- 
turn laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  SAMUEL.— Do  I  rightly  understand 
that  the  present  return  does  not  include  all 
the  leases  within  the  authorised  area  as  pro- 
vided for  in  the  contract  ? 

Mr.  G.  F.  RICHARDSON.— I  am  not  quite 
sure  upon  that  point.  I  think  there  are  runs 
in  the. Nelson  District  not  included;  but  it 
includes  all  aresks  of  pastoral  land  within  the 
land  selected. 

Sir  G.  GREY.— The  return  purports  to  be  a 
return  of  all  land  which  it  is  proposed  to  hand 
over  to  the  Midland  Railway  Company,  and 
not  of  land  selected  by  the  Railway  Company. 
There  is  a  play  upon  words  there  that  ought 
not  to  have  been  made.  This  return  is  not 
that  which  was  asked  for ;  it  is  not  the  return 
which  it  declares  itself  to  be. 

Mr.  SAMUEL.— I  think  that  the  honourable 
member  for  Auckland  Central  is  perhaps  as 
indefinite  in  his  words  as  the  Minister  of 
Lands.  The  authorised  area,  as  mentioned  in 
the  contract,  does  not  purport  to  bo  land  which 
wo  propose  to  hand  over  to  the  company,  but 
rather  land  within  which  they  may  select. 

Major  ATKINSON. — I  niidorstand  now  that 
there  is  no  error  in  the  return.  Of  course  I 
have  had  nothing  to  do  with  the  return,  for  I 
have  had  plenty  else  to  do  ;  but  tho  return,  as 
I  understand,  includes  the  whole  of  the  pas- 
toral land  included  in  the  2,S04,000  acres  se- 
lected by  the  company,  but  does  not  include 
the  pastoral  land  within  the  authorised  area. 
That  is  a  very  reasonable  mistake  to  have  oc- 
curred, owing  to  the  inaccuracy  of  the  language 
used  by  the  honourable  gentleman  himself. 
There  was  no  desire  on  the  port  of  the  Govern- 
ment to  keep  back  information.  If  the  honour- 
able gentleman  hod  only  done  his  duty,  as 
directed  by  the  House,  and  served  on  the  Com- 
mittee, he  could  have  had  full  information 
upon  this  and  every  other  subject.  His  remark 
as  to  my  unpleasant  voice  and  disagreeable 
manner  was  not  called  for.  The  honourable 
gentleman  wanted  the  House  to  believe  that  I 
had  put  a  cooked  return  upon  the  table.    The 
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honootable  gentleman  evidently  wished  the 
House  to  believe  that  something  of  the  kind 
has  been  attempted.  I  do  hope  the  Honse  will 
not  defer  the  consideration  of  this  matter  for 
the  production  of  such  a  return  as  this,  which 
cannot  possibly  affect  tho  question. 

Mr.  GRIMMOND.  —  If  the  area  marked 
green  on  the  map  is  supposed  to  cover  all  the 
runs,  I  must  say  it  does  not  do  so.  There  are, 
to  my  knowledge,  several  runs  in  Westland 
which  are  not  included. 

SirG.  GREY. — I  wish  to  say,  in  reply,  that  I 
think  tho  House  cannot  require  an  honourable 
member  to  serve  on  a  Committee  when  he 
knows  he  cannot  be  of  any  use,  and  ask  him  to 
sit  there  for  several  days  to  no  purpose,  and  to 
give  the  authority  of  his  name  and  presence 
to  resolutions  over  which  he  can  exercise  no 
influence.  That  would  be  unreasonable,  and 
certainly,  unless  under  duress,  I  shall  not 
attempt  to  fulfil  such  a  duty.  Then,  I  sub- 
mit that  this  is  not  a  correct  return;  and  I 
believe  that  the  Government  must  have  known 
for  some  time  that  it  was  not  a  correct  return. 
I  cannot  see  how  it  could  have  escaped  their 
notice  that  it  was  not  correct.  And  I  say  that 
this  House  and  the  Legislative  Council  and  the 
whole  country  have  a  right  to  be  in  the  pos- 
session of  the  information  which  the  motion  for 
this  return  called  for,  as  I  believe,  in  my  own 
mind,  that  a  great  crime  is  about  to  be  com- 
mitted in  taking  this  land  away  from  the 
people  of  New  Zealand  in  the  manner  in  which 
it  is  proposed  to  be  taken.  It  is  a  very  seripuB 
thing,  and  I  believe  that  the  Home  Govern- 
ment would  interfere  if  they  know  of  the  wrong 
which  is  being  done.  I  think  we  ought  not  to 
proceed  further  with  this  matter  until  we  have 
this  additional  information.  It  ought  to  be 
supplied  in  a  short  time.  It  might  be  in  our 
hands  this  evening.  And  I  believe  that  it  is 
indelicate  that  persons  interested  in  lands  which 
they  may  possibly  purchase  from  the  colony 
on  easy  terms  should  sit,  or  vote,  or  take  any 
part  in  the  proceedings  in  this  House  in  refer- 
ence to  this  matter — especially  vote.  I  think 
we  have  a  right  thoroughly  to  understand  our 
position  and  to  possess  that  information  which 
I  ask  for,  and  which  has  certainly  not  been 
laid  on  the  table  of  the  House,  though  ordered 
to  be  so  laid.  It  is  possible  that,  unless  we  are 
very  careful,  large  sums  of  money  may  be  de- 
manded as  compensation  in  reference  to  these 
lands.  I  therefore  ask  for  that  information 
before  we  go  further.  If  the  Govenmsient  will 
not  give  it  I  can  move  for  it  in  the  House, 
and  certainly  I  will  raise  my  voice  against 
^oing  on  with  this  matter  until  we  have  this 
mformation. 

Motion  for  adjournment  negatived. 

Major  ATKINSON. —I  now  beg  to  move, 
That  this  House  doth  concur  in  the  amend- 
ment made  by  the  Legislative  Conncil  in  clause 
3  of  the  proposed  contract  with  the  Midland 
Bailway  Company.  I  may  say  that  the  addi- 
tion made  to  that  clause  is  in  the  shape  of 
words  which  will  put  it  beyond  all  doubt  that 
no  claim  can  be  mode  against  the  colony  by 
the  company  outside  (he  power  to  select  land 
Uiyor  A.tkinton 


within  the  authorised  area.  The  words  are  the 
same  in  their  nature  as  those  proposed  to  be 
added  by  the  honourable  member  for  Dunedin 
West  when  this  matter  was  previously  before 
U9.  This  House  did  not  agree  with  those 
words,  but  the  Legislative  Council  has  con- 
sidered it  wise  to  maJ^e  the  matter  quite  clear, 
and  the  Government  recommend  that  the 
amendment  be  agreed  to. 

Sir  G.  GRKY.— I  move,  That  the  further  con- 
sideration of  this  matter  be  deferred  nntil  a 
complete  return,  such  as  was  ordered  by  the 
House,  is  laid  upon  the  table  of  the  House — 
that  is,  a  return  of  the  runs,  the  names  of  the 
occupiers  of  such  runs,  and  the  rents  paid  by 
them  within  the  area  vrithin  which  the  com- 
pany is  authorised  to  select  its  land — not  a 
return  of  the  land  that  it  has  selected,  but  a 
return  of  all  the  lands  to  the  north  of  the 
Rakaia  which  it  is  authorised  to  select  from. 
I  think  I  am  justified  in  asking  for  that, 
because  the  House  has  admitted  the  necessity 
for  it  by  ordering  the  return ;  and  I  submit  that 
a  breach  of  privilege  has  been  committed  by 
making  a  wrong  return  to  the  House,  and  by 
refraining,  as  soon  as  tho  Government  knew 
they  had  made  a  wrong  return,  from  acquaint- 
ing the  House  with  that  fact  and  supplying  the 
additional  information.  I  regard  this  as  one 
of  the  most  serious  questions  that  have  ever 
arisen  in  New  Zealand,  because  this  great  extent 
of  land  which  is  about  to  be  given  to  the  com- 
pany, two  emd  a  half  millions  of  acres,  is  at  the 
present  moment  a  portion  of  the  security  that 
we  have  given  for  payment  of  our  debts.  The 
sum  of  money  to  be  yielded  by  the  sale  of  that 
land,  at  least  £1,250,000,  would  pay  off  so  much 
of  our  debt.  Virtually,  therefore,  it  is  con- 
tracting a  new  debt  of  £1,250,000,  the  payment 
of  which,  capital  and  interest,  is  to  be  thrown 
upon  the  moss  of  the  people  of  New  Zealand. 
There  con  be  no  doubt  that  a  new  debt  to  the 
amount  of  £2  per  head  is  being  thrown  upon 
every  man,  woman,  and  child  in  the  Colony  of 
New  Zealand  at  the  present  time.  Not  only 
is  that  done,  but  this  grievance  is  added, 
in  my  mind :  that  tho  land  is  being  taken 
away  for  ever.  And  why  is  it  taken  away? 
It  is  taken  away  to  enable  the  company 
to  raise  money  to  construct  a  railway;  and 
when  that  railway  is  oonstructed  it  is  to 
be  the  property  of  the  company  to  which  that 
land  has  been  given.  That  is  a  thing  that  we 
can  do  ourselves  as  a  Government  as  well  as 
this  foreign  company.  I  say  "  foreign,"  be- 
cause, although  some  gentlemen  in  the  colony 
are  interested  in  it— I  believe  some  men  are 
highly  interested  in  it,  even  on  the  chance  of 
getting  their  runs  at  a  low  rate  from  the  com- 
pany, and  expect  to  make  a  considerable  profit 
out  of  it — as  I  say,  all  that  the  company  is 
to  do  we  could  have  done  ourselves  ;  but,  more 
than  that,  I  say  the  very  workmen  who  are  to 
be  put  to  work  upon  the  railroad  to  construct 
it,  who  are  to  be  put  upon  their  own  land,  and 
to  be  paid  for  executing  a  work  which  shall 
give  a  great  vsJue  to  their  land,  and  which  is 
to  pass  from  them  when  it  is  completed — I  say 
the  very  workmen  who  are  to  lose  for  ever  the 
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pwperty  of  themselves  and  their  descendants, 
and  to  he  subjected  to  the  degradation  of 
selling  theix  birthright  for  a  single  job,  might 
have  been  put  in  the  position  of  this  company, 
amd  have  oeen  allowed  to  manage  it  them- 
selves, and  to  obtain  all  the  advantages  which 
we  are  about  to  give  to  foreigners.  The  more  I 
reflect  upon  this,  the  more  I  have  felt  it  is  one 
of  the  most  cruel  things  I  have  ever  known 
done.  What  will  be  the  result  of  all  this? 
The  men  who  are  put  to  work  on  this  railway 
are  paid  for  their  work  on  it,  and  they  lose  their 
land  for  ever ;  for,  having  received  that  pay- 
ment for  their  work,  they  have  to  pay  the  new 
debt — £1,250,000—1  have  spoken  of  for  which 
that  Itbnd  is  supposed  to  find  the  funds.  That 
debt  and  the  payment  of  the  interest  on  it 
are  thrown  upon  them  and  upon  their  child- 
ren, and  they  must  hereafter  become  the 
tenants  of  the  persons  to  whom  this  land  goes. 
That  is  their  probable  fate.  The  House  will 
be  told,  as  we  were  told  before,  that  these  are 
benevolent  gentlemen,  and  that  they  will  do 
so-and-so.  I  say  that  some  of  them  are  not 
benevolent  gentlemen.  They  have  had  large 
tracts  of  land  already  for  something  like  thirty 
years  in  their  possession  ;  and,  as  far  as  I  know, 
they  have  not  ofiered  any  of  their  land  to  any 
other  persons.  Well,  this  country  we  are  giving 
away  is  half  the  size  of  Wales.  It  would 
certainly  carry  from  three  hundred  to  four 
hundred  thousand  people,  perhaps  even  many 
more  than  that,  judging  from  other  countries 
of  a  similar  character ;  and  these  people 
must  for  ever,  in  my  belief,  be  the  tenants 
of  the  persons  to  whom  this  land  is  to  be 
given.  This  will  completely  change  the  cha- 
racter of  the  future  population  of  that  country. 
I  feel  troubled  in  speaking  upon  this,  because 
my  sentiments  upon  the  subject  are  so  wounded 
and  hurt  by  what  I  conceive  to  be  such  a  griev- 
ous transaction  that  I  quite  dread  to  contem- 
plate it.  Then,  I  cannot  help  feeling  in  my 
own  mind — I  may  be  wrong,  but  I  do  not  think 
it  has  been  fairly  done.  I  am  certain  that 
many  of  us  would  have  had  nothing  to  do  with 
putting  that  Qovernment  upon  those  benches 
if  we  had  known  this.  I  could  not  have  believed 
it.  We  have  the  admission  made  by  several 
honourable  members  that  if  this  new  proposal 
had  not  been  made  the  company  would 
have  fallen  through,  which  is  thought  to  bo  a 
serious  disaster  by  those  whose  wishes  carry 
them  in  the  direction  of  wishing  this  thing  to 
be  done,  but  which  to  me  would  appear  the 
greatest  blessing  to  the  people  of  this  country. 
I  had  hoped  in  that  way  that  the  whole  thing 
wax  goi  rid  of;  but  here  we  have  submitted 
ourselves  to  a  Government  who,  I  think,  treat 
us  very  badly  after  the  action  that  we  took  in 
reference  to  themselves.  I  believe,  as  I  say, 
that  nothing  worse  thaji  this  has  ever  been  done. 
I  declare  that  if  I  were  a  workman  with  a  family 
and  out  of  work,  if  I  had  companions  similarly 
citnated,  I  would  join  with  them  in  refusing  to 
go  to  work  on  that  railway,  and  I  should  have 
a  certain  knowledge  that  the  Government  would 
be  compelled  to  support  us  from  their  funds. 
I  wonld  say  I  would  rather  starve  than  injure 


my  fellow-workmen  and  all  the  poor  of  this 
country  by  taking  these  vast  tracts  of  land 
from  them  for  ever  and  subjecting  them,  as  I 
say,  to  the  probable  destiny  of  being  rack-rented 
tonsints  on  the  very  soil  that  hod  been  their 
own.  Unhesitatingly  I  would  take  that  course, 
and  I  believe  my  feelings  are  so  strong  upon  the 
subject  that  I  would  rather  die  of  want  than 
help  to  injure  my  fellow-men  in  New  Zealand. 
That  would  be  my  feeling,  and  I  am  certain 
that  at  last,  if  acts  of  cruelty  of  this  kind  do  go 
on — for  such  I  believe  them  to  be — the  atten- 
tion of  Great  Britain  will  be  drawn  to  the  sub- 
ject, and  that  some  power  will  come  in  to  insist 
upon  justice  being  done.  If  we  are  compelled 
by  the  Government  at  Home  to  live  under  a 
Constitution  which  enables  this  sort  of  thing  to 
be  done,  I  ask,  ought  they  not  to  repeal  it? 
yfhat  can  our  future  possibly  be?  How  can 
men  pny  debt  after  debt  in  this  way  heaped 
upon  them  ?  We  have  had  thrown  upon 
US  the  debts  of  the  district  railways,  and  now 
we  are  to  have  this  further  debt  of  £1,250,000 
thrown  upon  the  people  of  New  Zealand,  and 
further  taxation  for  interest  upon  it.  Why  not 
let  us  do  all  the  proposed  work  ourselves?  We 
have  still  time  to  drop  the  measure  before  us. 
We  have  still  time  to  say  to  the  company, 
"  We  are  bound  to  you  by  a  certain  contract, 
and  that  we  will  faithfully  carry  out,  but 
further  than  that  we  will  not  travel."  What 
right  have  the  Government,  without  the  coun- 
try knowing  that  a  thing  of  this  kind  was  to  be 
done,  to  force  this  on  ?  I  say  that  the  taking  of 
land  from  the  people  in  this  way  is  a  question 
which  would  justify  another  dissolution.  Let 
the  people  of  the  country  be  appealed  to.  I 
am  sure  that  from  one  end  of  New  Zealand 
to  the  other  they  would  return  members  who 
would  not  assent  to  such  a  dead  as  this  being 
performed.  I  felt  confident  to-day,  when  I 
entered  this  House,  that  as  soon  as  I  pointed 
out  that  the  House  hod  been  acting  upon  a 
wrong  return — a  return  leading  us  astray — we 
should  have  the  proper  information  given  to 
us,  and  time  afforded  to  all  to  consider  it.  I 
believe  that  when  the  Minister  of  Lands  stood 
up  he  might  have  told  us  the  exact  number  of 
acres  that  had  been  left  out  of  the  return,  the 
exact  number  of  persons  that  had  been  left  out 
of  it,  and  the  exact  amount  of  rental  left  out  of 
it.  I  believe  he  was  in  possession  of  the  whole 
of  that  information ;  and  not  a  single  word  has 
been  uttered  about  it.  The  Legislative  Council 
have  also  been  allowed  to  conduct  all  their 
proceedings  without  knowing  that  the  Govern- 
ment had  laid  a  wrong  return  upon  the  table, 
and  that  this  information  was  withheld  trom 
them,  as  it  has  been  withheld  from  us.  I 
therefore  move,  as  an  amendment.  That  this 
House  proceed  no  further  with  this  question 
until  a  full  and  complete  return  has,  been  laid 
upon  the  table. 

Major  ATKINSON.— As  a  Bill  will  have  to 
come  before  us  authorising  the  Government 
to  sign  this  contract,  the  Government  will  see 
that  the  return  is  on  the  table  some  time 
before  that  Bill  comes  on  for  consideration; 
and  then,  Sir,  if  the  House  is  made  to  alter  its 
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opinion  by  the  return,  or  by  the  honourable 
gentleman's  eloquence,  of  course  it  Tvill  have 
an  opportunity  of  doiog  so.  In  the  meantime 
we  may  as  well  get  on  with  the  work. 

Mr.  LEVESTAM.  —  It  appears  to  me  that 
the  argument  brought  forward  by  the  honour- 
able gentleman  does  not  bear  at  all  on  the 
question,  which  is  simply  this :  The  Legislative 
Council  have  introduced  an  amendment  which 
will  make  it  absolutely  certain  that  the  com- 
pany shall  not  be  entitled  to  any  money-com- 
pensation, or  to  any  land  outside  the  prescribed 
area.  It  has  nothing  whatever  to  do  with  the 
question  the  honourable  gentleman  has  spoken 
of;  and  I  cannot  understand  why  he  should 
have  made  the  speech  he  has  done,  seeing  that 
it  has  no  bearing  on  the  subject.  I  trust  the 
House  will  agree  to  the  motion. 

Mr.  MOSS.  —  I  second  the  amendment  of 
the  honourable  member  for  Auckland  Central, 
because  from  the  first  I  have  held  that  the 
House  is  not  in  possession  of  information  which 
it  ought  to  possess  to  come  to  a  sound  deter- 
mination upon  this  great  question.  Sir,  I 
believe  it  is  the  haste  with  which  we  legislate 
that  has  been  at  the  bottom  of  most  of  our 
troubles  in  New  Zealand.  We  are  satisfied 
with  one  honourable  gentleman  getting  up  and 
telling  us  that  the  land  is  not  worth  6d.  an 
acre,  and  another  telling  us  that  some  of  it  is 
worth  £10  an  acre.  That  is  the  style  of  infor- 
mation upon  which  we  have  passed  a  great  Bill 
of  this  kind ;  and  that  was  a  suificiont  reason 
for  voting  against  it.  I  am  not  going  into  the 
merits  of  the  question ;  but  I  wanted  to  ask  the 
Premier  whether  I  imdcrstood  him  correctly 
just  now,  that  there  would  be  nothing  binding 
done  under  this  agreement  until  the  informa- 
tion which  it  is  proposed  to  lay  upon  the  table 
is  laid  upon  the  table.  I  understood  from  the 
Premier,  when  he  spoke  on  a  recent  evening, 
that  what  we  are  doing  now  is  absolutely 
binding.  I  understood  tliat  the  Bill  to  come 
before  us  was  merely  to  ratify  what  we  are  now 
doing,  and  that  in  the  meantime  the  Govern- 
ment will  act  on  this  resolution,  and,  if  so,  we 
shall  be  bound  in  honour  to  pass  such  an  Act. 
Of  what  avail  will  it  be  to  have  the  information 
laid  on  the  table  at  a  future  date  ?  I  think 
that  an  important  point ;  and  I  think  also  the 
Premier  will  feel  that,  although  we  are  a  small 
number,  ho  owes  us  a  duty  quite  as  much  as 
ho  owes  a  duty  to  those  honourable  gentlemen 
who  are  at  his  back.  He  will  feel  that  he 
should  not  in  any  high-handed  manner  seek  to 
bear  down  those  honourable  members  who  are 
aiming  only  to  do  what  they  consider  their 
duty,  as  much  as  tliose  honourable  members 
who  are  at  his  back  consider  what  they  do  to 
be  theirs.  I  know  that  Premiers  in  this  House 
have  adopted  this  course  in  past  times,  and 
have  thougjit  that  no  consideration  was  due  to 
those  who  opposed  them,  but  only  to  those  who 
gave  them  their  support.  I  may  hope  the  pre- 
sent Premier  will  not  pursue  that  course,  but 
will  feel  that,  however  small  in  numbers  we 
may  be,  it  is  our  duty  to  protect  the  interests 
of  the  country  in  the  light  in  which  we  regard 
tliem.  I  hope,  therefore,  that  the  Premier 
Uajor  Atkinson 


will  state  clearly  whether  the  contract  we  are 
agreeing  to  is  a  matter  merely  of  form,  and 
that  we  shall  be  free  to  accept  or  refuse  the 
Bill  which  is  to  give  it  legality  when  that  Bill 
comes  before  us.  I  should  be  very  glad  to 
have  that  important  point  made  quite  clear. 
My  impression  is  that  when  the  Bill  comes 
down  the  contract  will  have  been  signed,  and 
that  the  House  will  be  bound  in  honour  to  pass 
the  Bill. 

Mr.  FISH. — I  am  surprised  that  the  objec- 
tion raised  by  the  honourable  member  for 
Auckland  Central  should  be  raised  on  the  pre- 
sent occasion.  If  there  could  be  the  slightest 
good  result  gained,' or  any  chance  of  the  House 
going  in  an  opposite  direction  to  what  it  has 
done  by  having  the  information  before  the 
House,  there  would  be  some  reason  for  his 
request ;  but,  as  far  as  I  can  gather  from  his 
remarks  and  the  meaning  of  the  House,  the 
information  in  the  detailed  form  he  requires 
will  make  no  difference  whatever  in  the  deci- 
sion the  House  will  come  to.  The  honourable 
member  for  Parnell  must  know  that  the  House, 
having  ratified  this  course,  or  the  amend- 
ment which  is  now  sought  to  be  made  in 
the  agreement  sent  here,  will  naturally  be 
bound  in  honour  to  pass  the  Act  to  give  legal 
form  and  effect  to  this  resolution.  When 
honourable  members  see  so  large  a  majority 
in  favour  of  such  a  course,  what  is  the  use  of 
their  tiying  to  force  their  own  individual  will 
against  the  will  of  the  House?  I  could 
understand  their  fighting  for  a  principle,  but, 
when  that  principle  has  been  decided,  it  ap- 
pears to  me  to  be  presumptuous  on  the  part  of 
any  honourable  member  to  delay  business  in 
attempting  to  get  that  which  he  caunot  pos- 
sibly obtain.  The  honourable  member  for 
Auckland  Central  deserves  every  credit  as  a 
friend  of  the  democracy,  but  I  can  hardly 
understand  him  when  he  says  that  a  question 
like  this  should  be  interfered  with  by  the  Ina- 
perial  Government.  The  tenor  of  the  honourable 
gentleman's  remarks  from  time  to  time  has  been 
in  the  direction  of  resenting  any  interference 
in  colonial  affairs  on  the  part  of  the  Imperial 
Government ;  yet  he  says  on  this  occasion  that 
he  is  sorry  the  Imperial  Government  cannot 
interfere  with  this  matter,  and  he  feels  sure 
that  if  they  knew  the  great  wrong  that  is  going 
to  be  inflicted  upon  New  Zealand  they  would 
do  so.  Those  views  are  entirely  inconsistent 
with  what  the  honourable  gentleman  has  often 
before  said  about  any  interference  by  the  Im- 
perial Government.  In  so  far  as  I  can  see, 
no  wrong  is  going  to  be  inflicted  upon  Nevr 
Zealand  at  all,  particularly  in  relation  to  the 
circumstances  of  the  colony  at  the  present 
time.  I  think  the  soheme  now  before  the 
House  will  go  a  long  way  in  conferring  a  great 
good  on  New  Zealand.  Whether  certain  lands 
within  this  area  are  owned  by  persons  interested 
in  this  syndicate  appears  to  me  to  be  entirel;^ 
beside  the  question.  Whether  it  be  so  or  not 
appears  to  me  to  have  no  relation  whatever 
to  the  business  we  are  discussing,  and  that 
is  whether,  as  a  wise  or  a  politic  thing,  vre 
should  encourage  the  oonstrucUon  of  this  rail- 
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way  in  the  way  in  which  the  House  has  de- 
tennined  by  a  large  majority  to  do  it.  The 
matter  was  in  the  House  last  Parliament.  It 
was  carried  then  in  a  somewhat  different  form ; 
and  has  been  carried  again  this  session  by  a 
laige  majority.  I  would  say,  with  all  respect, 
that  it  is  time  the  proceedings  were  allowed  to 
go  through  without  further  discussion. 

Mr.  W.  D.  STEWART.— There  is  one  aspect 
of  this  matter  which  probably  the  Premier  will 
inform  the  House  in  reference  to.  It  is  pro- 
posed, I  understand,  to  prepare  a  new  contract 
and  give  it  legislative  force.  Supposing  the 
company  does  not  agree  to  tliat,  whac  is  the 
position  ?  Is  the  matter  to  be  tied  up  until  next 
session  ?  Have  we  any  knowledge  that  the 
Act  which  will  receive  legislative  force  will  be 
accepted  by  the  company  ? — because,  if  not,  it 
seems  to  me  we  are  adopting  a  very  one-sided 
course,  and  one  that  will  not  in  any  way  solve 
the  difficulty  that  at  present  exists.  No  doubt 
the  Premier  will  bo  able  to  inform  the  House 
on  this  question.  I  was  somewhat  struck  with 
the  tenor  of  the  Premier's  remarks  with  refer- 
ence to  this  amendment.  He  seemed,  im- 
pliedly, to  reflect  on  the  Legislative  Council 
for  introdncing  words  which  he  did  not  think 
were  necessary.  I  do  not  know  whether  he 
intended  that,  but  his  remarks  evidently  had 
that  bearing ;  and  I,  for  one,  wish  emphati- 
cally to  state  that,  in  my  opinion,  it  was  a 
most  necessary  precaution  on  the  part  of  the 
Council  to  insert  the  words  we  endeavoured 
to  get  inserted  here.  I  never  pretended  to 
say  that,  by  strict  legal  right,  the  company 
could  come  against  this  colony  for  compensa- 
tion in  money,  or  for  additional  land.  But 
what  I  did  contend,  and  do  still  contend,  is 
that,  in  the  absence  of  these  words,  it  is  by 
no  means  quite  clear  that  a  Court  of  equity 
might  not  have  given  relief  by  holding  that 
there  was  on  implied  obligation  to  have  land 
there  out  of  which  the  necessary  land  could  be 
selected.  And  it  is  perfectly  well  known  to 
every  lawyer  in  this  House  that  when  a  con- 
tract is  ambiguous  a  Court  of  equity  may  give 
relief  where  a  Court  of  law  would  give  no 
redress.  It  was  to  obviate  that  that  I  conceived 
it  to  be  necessary  to  move  in  the  direction 
I  did_.  There  is,  in  addition,  this  important 
question :  that  in  an  ambiguous  contract,  if  the 
company  could  establish  a  moral  claim  founded 
on  deception  on  oar  part,  then  this  colony 
could  not  take  up  the  position  of  a  private 
individual  by  resisting  a  strong  moral  claim 
which  a  company  of  this  kind  might  press 
on  the  colony,  and  it  is  very  much  more  satis- 
factory to  be  able  to  say  to  them,  "  There  is 
the  contract,  and  it  expressly  ignores  and  repu- 
diates the  suggestion  which  you  wish  to  make 
that  any  guarantee  was  given  as  to  compen- 
sation in  money  or  land  outside  the  autho- 
rised area."  Sir,  I  think  that  the  amendment, 
instead  of  being  "  pooh-poohed,"  ought  to  be 
hailed  with  satisfaction  by  this  House,  as 
it  apparently  has  been  by  the  other  branch 
of  the  Legislature.  It  is  only  in  consequence 
of  the  tenor  of  the  Premier's  remarks  that  I 
ielt  induced  to  say  what  I  have  done.    I  must 


say  that  I  appreciate  the  efforts  of  the  honour- 
able member  for  Auckland  Central  in  endea- 
vouring to  get  at  the  bottom  of  this  matter. 
I  think  I  may  safely  say  that,  beyond  the 
general  information  which  every  member  of 
this  House  has,  when  we  are  called  upon  to 
deal  with  a  very  important  question,  I  may  say 
— a  question  of  such  magnitude  as  this — we 
ought  to  be  able  to  satisfy  our  minds  that  we 
are  adopting  a  course  which  is  in  the  interests 
of  the  colony.  What  I  was  about  to  say  was 
this :  There  are  three  Acts  with  reference  to 
this  matter— the  Act  of  1881,  the  Act  of  1884, 
and  the  further  Act  of  1886— and  now  it  is  pro- 
posed to  have  another  Act.  What  I  should  like 
to  see  would  be  the  whole  of  these  Acts  con- 
solidated, and  the  essence  of  them,  so  to  speak, 
fmt  into  the  Act,  and  then  this  contract  given 
egislative  force  to  on  terms  that  have  been 
assented  to  by  the  company.  I  did  not  go  be- 
yond that  stage  when  I  opposed  this  measure, 
because  I  realise  that  the  colony  has  decided 
to  carry  it  out.  But  wo  should  make  the  terms 
so  explicit,  so  emphatically  distinct,  tliat  on  no 
future  occasion  could  wo  be  asked  for  frosli 
legislation  on  account  of  any  well-grounded  or 
ill-founded  claims  put  forward  by  the  company. 
That,  I  think,  should  be  arranged.  I  should 
like  to  know  whether  there  is  any  assnrauco 
that  the  terms  of  this  contract,  as  arrived  at  by 
this  House  and  the  other  branch  of  tho  Legis- 
lature, have  been,  or  ore  likely  to  be,  accepted 
by  the  company. 

Mr.  SAJIUBL.— The  honourable  member  for 
Dunedin  West  is  only  pleased  to  find  that  tho 
amendment,  which  he  proposed  when  this  re- 
port was  being  considered,  has  been  adopted  in 
another  place.  But  I  do  not  think  tho  opinion 
of  thi.<<  House  has  changed  on  account  of  that 
being  done.  I  think  the  same  majority  as  before 
are  still  of  opinion  that  it  would  be  just  as  well 
hod  the  contract  been  not  altered  in  the  slightest 
degree.  It  is  well,  as  a  compromise,  to  assent 
to  it  now ;  but  that  does  not  alter  the  opinion 
of  this  House.  Although  no  great  harm  can 
be  done  by  the  insertion  of  this  amendment  I 
cannot  see  that  there  is  any  necessity  for  it. 
To  what  has  fallen  from  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  ParnelU,  and  to  some  of  that  which  has 
fallen  from  the  honourable  member  for  Auck- 
land Central,  I  think  some  attention  might  bo 
given.  The  honourable  member  for  Pamell 
has  asked,  "  What  is  the  intention  of  the  Go- 
vernment in  regard  to  the  execution  of  a  con- 
tract?" and  I  should  like  to  know  what  the 
Government  intend  to  do  in  this  respect,  and 
whether  they  really  do  intend  to  postpone  the 
execution  of  the  contract  until  the  House  has 
passed  an  Act  such  as  tho  Premier  has  told  us 
of.  Turning  to  the  report  of  the  Committee, 
adopted  by  this  Hooso,  we  And  the  recom- 
mendation is, — 

"  That,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Committee, 
a  new  contract  should  be  prepared,  embody- 
ing the  several  provisions  of  tho  Acts  of  1884 
and  1886,  the  contract  of  1835  legalised  by 
the  Act  of  1886,  and  the  further  contract 
amending  the  contract  of  1885 ;  and  that  on 
Act  should  be  passed  empowering  the  Governor 
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to  execute  such  new  contract.  Such  new  con- 
tract should,  so  far  as  practicable,  contain 
provisions  in  the  same  words  as  are  used  in 
the  said  Acts  and  contracts,  and  when  any 
-deviation  is  necessary  in  order  to  render  the 
new  contract  consistent  throughout,  the  altera- 
tions required  should  be  to  the  same  purport 
and  eSect  as  the  draft  contract  hereunto  an- 
nexed." 

Now,  that  seems  to  me  to  indicate  an  en- 
tirely new  contract ;  and  the  question  I  should 
like  the  Premier  to  answer  is,  whether  it  is 
really  intended  to  prepare  an  entirely  new  con- 
tract, embodying  all  the  provisions  mentioned 
in  this  report,  before  any  contract  is  signed ; 
*nd  whether  any  such  contract,  before  being 
signed,  will  be  authorised  by  an  Act  of  this 
House.  If  so,  it  does  seem  to  me  that  it  will 
be  a  work  of  very  great  length,  and  will  give 
ample  time  to  the  honourable  member  for 
Auckland  Central,  the  honourable  member  for 
Famell,  and  any  other  honourable  members 
who  so  desire,  to  discourse  upon  the  policy  of 
this  contract  and  the  Acts  by  which  it  is 
authorised  —  plenty  of  time  to  further  debate 
this  matter  to  their  hearts'  content.  In  asking 
this  I  do  not  wish  it  at  all  to  be  considered 
that  I  think  the  honourable  member  for  Par- 
nell  is  likely  to  be  bullied  by  anybody,  or  that 
the  honourable  member  for  Auckland  Central 
will  be  prevented  from  freely  discussing  this 
question.  Neither  of  these  honourable  gentle- 
men is  likely  to  be  bullied.  Whether  they  be 
bullies  or  not  is  another  matter.  We  ought 
to  have  it  clear  whether  the  contract  is  to  be 
executed  in  something  like  the  form  we  have  it, 
or  whether  it  is  to  be  an  entirely  new  contract, 
embodied  from  the  contract  as  now  before  us 
and  the  other  Acts  which  have  been  passed 
and  cho  othor  previous  contract  which  has  been 
signed. 

Major  ATKINSON.— I  shall  be  happy  to 
reply  to  the  questions  that  have  been  asked,  as 
far  as  I  am  able,  if  the  House  so  desires.  As 
to  tliat  raised  by  the  honourable  member  for 
Farnell,  I  take  the  position  to  be  this :  that  the 
Council  has  now  authorised  the  Government  to 
make  a  contract  on  the  basis  of  this  proposed 
contract,  and  the  Government  will  proceed  to 
do  that  at  once  if  this  House  agrees  to  the 
Council's  amendment.  Whether  we  shall  be 
able  to  get  the  contract  signed  before  Parlia- 
ment rises  I  am  not  able  to  say.  If  it  can  be 
done,  we  should  then  make  it  a  schedule  of  the 
Bill  to  be  brought  in.  If  the  new  contract  has 
not  been  signed  before  Parliament  adjourns, 
the  Bill  we  propose  to  bring  down  will  authorise 
the  Government  to  sign  a  contract  on  the  basis 
of  the  present  one.  With  regard  to  a  further 
contract,  it  is  proposed  also  to  take  power  in 
the  Bill  to  sign  another  contract  which  shall 
include  all  the  others ;  but  that  will  take  some 
montlis  to  do,  and  I  imderstand  the  object  of 
the  House  is  to  get  the  company  to  work 
as  soon  as  possible.  Of  coarse  the  House 
can,  if  it  chooses,  throw  ont  the  Bill  when 
ifc  comes  down ;  because,  although  these 
resolutions  are  passed,  agreeing  to  the  pro- 
jMsed  contract,  the  contract  will  not  be  law 
Mr,  Samuel 


at  all  until  a  Bill  authorising  it  is  passed.   Bnt, 

although  honourable  members  will  be  free  to 
decide  as  they  choose  when  the  Bill  comes 
down,  and  no  doubt  those  whose  consciences 
have  impelled  them  to  oppose  the  present  pro- 
posals will  then  be  impelled  to  oppose  the  Bill, 
yet  I  think  the  great  majority  of  the  House 
will  still  approve  of  the  proposals  of  the  Go- 
vernment and  pass  the  Bill.  With  regard  to 
what  was  said  by  the  honourable  member  for 
Dunedin  West,  I  would  point  out  that  I  have 
not  the  slightest  intention  of  throwing  ridicule 
on  the  Upper  House.  What  I  did  was  to  say 
that  I  still  believe  these  words  are  unnecessary. 
The  honourable  gentleman  thinks  differently, 
and,  of  course,  he  is  entitled  to  so  think.  But, 
having  been  put  in,  let  us  keep  them  in  and 
satisfy  those  people  who  think  they  are  neces- 
sary. Sir,  I  do  not  think  any  other  point  was 
raised  on  which  I  need  touch. 

Mr.  G.  P.  RICHARDSON.— Sir,  I  beg  to  lay 
the  altered  return  on  the  table.  Directly  the 
honourable  member  for  Auckland  Central  men- 
tioned the  matter  I  asked  that  a  supplementary 
return  should  be  prepared  as  soon  as  possible. 
The  order  of  reference  for  the  return  is  thus 
worded : — 

"  That  a  return  be  laid  upon  the  table  show- 
ing the  names  of  the  tenants  of  the  Crown,  and 
the  extent  of  each  of  their  holdings,  who  hold 
land  in  any  portion  of  the  lands  north  of  the 
Rakaia  which  it  is  proposed  to  give  up  to  the 
Midland  Railway  Company." 

I  read  that  to  mean  what  had  been  selected 
by  the  company  ;  but  this  return  gives  the 
balance  of  all  within  the  authorised  area. 

Amendment  negatived,  and  motion  agreed 
to. 

GOVERNMENT  RAILWAYS  BILL. 
Mr.  O'CONOR.— Sir,  I  ask  to  be  allowed  to 
make  a  personal  explanation.  I  had  occasion 
to  leave  the  House  yesterday  before  the  divi- 
sion on  the  Government  Railways  Bill,  and  I 
exchanged  pairs  with  the  honourable  member 
for  the  Dunstan,  who,  at  the  time,  was  paired 
with  the  honourable  member  for  the  Thames. 
On  getting  that  protection  I  left  the  precincts 
of  the  House.  I  find,  since,  that  I  have  been 
recorded  as  having  paired  with  the  honourable 
member  for  the  Thames,  and  therefore  my  vote 
counts  in  the  way  I  did  not  intend  it  to  go.  I 
desire  to  make  that  explanation  to  show  what 
really  took  place  on  the  occasion. 

GOVERNOR'S  SALARY  AND  ALLOW- 
ANCES BILL. 

On  the  motion,  That  the  House  go  into  Com- 
mittee on  this  Bill, 

Sir  J.  VOGEL  said, — May  I  ask  the  Premier 
if  he  will  agree  to  the  suggestion  I  made  that 
the  salary  should  be  reduced  by  £1,000,  and  a 
travelling-allowance  of  £1,000  be  mode  ? 

Major  ATKINSON.— The  Government  are 
unable  to  agree  to  that  suggestion.  We  think 
the  provision  will  be  just  as  effective  in  the 
way  we  propose.  The  Government  at  first  were 
disposed  to  put  it  as  the  honourable  gentleman 
proposed;  bat,  after   fuller    oonsideiation,  it 
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vas  detenained  to  propose  it  in  the  form  in 
which  it  now  stands.  There  is  a  precedent  for 
it :  as  far  as  I  can  understand,  it  has  been  done 
in  this  way  in  other  colonies. 

Sir  jr.  VOGEL.— The  Bill  is  so  drawn  that  it 
is  almost  impossible  for  me  in  Committee  to 
move  an  amendment  to  do  what  I  suggest,  and 
therefore  I  shall  leave  the  responsibility  of  tho 
matter  on  the  Government.  I  undertake  to  say 
that  passing  the  Bill  as  it  stands  will  be  uo 
measure  of  retrenchment  at  eil.  It  will  come 
to  this :  that  a  Governor  will  be  appointed  to 
New  Zealand  at  a  salary  of  £5,000,  out  of 
which  he  has  to  pay  his  staff,  while  he  will 
ask  the  Goverjiment  to  pay  such  travelling- 
expenses  as  he  may  incur.  It  would  be  utterly 
unreasonable  to  ask  that  a  Governor  should 
make  it  his  business  to  visit  Dunedin,  Christ- 
church,  Auckland,  or  the  West  Coast  at  his  own 
expense.  Whenever  he  is  asked  to  go  about 
the  colony  there  will  inevitably  be  in  future 
years  what  we  had  in  a  former  period,  and 
which  rendered  necessary  the  passing  of  the 
present  Act  in  1872.  A  vote  used  to  be  pro- 
posed in  the  House  which  always  caused  dis- 
agreeable discuFsions,  and  wo  shall  have  those 
discussions  again  when  similar  votes  are  pro- 
posed in  the  future.  We  may.be  quite  sure 
that  when  Governors  come  to  Kew  Zealand, 
especially  while  they  are  new  Governors,  the 
country  will  not  be  contented  unless  they  visit 
the  different  districts;  and  it  would  be  quite 
unreasonable  to  ask  them  to  make  those  visits 
at  their  own  cost — the  colony  would  have  to  bear 
tho  expense.  I  asked  the  Premier  to  accede  to 
my  proposal  ;  but  he  declines  to  do  so,  and 
prefers  to  pass  the  Bill  as  it  stands.  If  that  be 
done  I  am  sure  it  will  not  be  a  measure  that 
will  effect  any  retrenchment  whatever.  Before 
the  present  Act  was  passed  in  1872,  the  expen- 
ditoro  ander  various  heads  connected  with  the 
Governor  amounted  in  one  year  to  over  £2,S00, 
and  in  another  year  to  nearly  as  much  ;  and  it 
was  to  stop  the  unpleasant  discussions  that 
these  votes  occasioned  that  a  Bill  was  brought 
in.  Instead  of  tliis  Bill  being  a  measure  in  the 
direction  of  retrenchment,  I  am  afraid  it  will 
prove  one  in  the  contrary  direction,  although, 
of  course,  I  do  not  mean  to  say  that  it  is  brou^t 
in  by  tho  Grovemment  with  any  such  intention. 
The  experience  I  had  before  the  present  Pre- 
mier joined  the  Government  in  1871  was  as  I 
have  stated,  and  my  statement  can  be  con- 
firmed by  others,  members  of  the  Government 
at  that  time — the  honourable  member  for  Sel- 
wyn  knows  the  great  pressure  that  was  brought 
on  the  Government  to  find  travelling-expenses 
for  tho  Crovemor.  Now,  suppose  we  make  the 
salary  £4,000,  we  shall  not  get  a  Governor 
worMng  out  his  pension,  but  we  shall  get  a 
younger  man  with  a  longer  career  before  him. 
Bnt  if  we  got  a  gentleman  nominally  receiving 
£5,000  a  year,  out  of  which  he  has  to  pay  his  staff, 
and  is  supposed  to  pay  his  travelling-expenses, 
it  would  be  called  a  first-class  Governorship ; 
bat  it  would  not  be  a  first-class  Governorship  as 
compared  with  some  other  colonies.  The  con- 
sequence will  be  that  the  Governorship  here 
will  be  need  to  enable  elderly  Governors  to 


work  out  the  balance  of  the  time  daring  whioh 
they  require  to  serve  before  they  ctm  take  their 
pensions.  There  are  always  difficulties  in  that 
way ;  the  Colonial  Office  has  to  provide  posts 
for  gentlemen  who  have  shown  that  they  are 
getting  too  old  to  work,  and  cannot  be  sent  to 
some  of  the  higher  posts ;  and  the  Colonial 
Department  does  not  wont  them  to  lose  their 
first-class  pensions,  and  some  place  is  chosen 
where  they  can  work  out  the  balance  of  their 
time  for  their  right  to  pension  to  accrue.  If 
the  Bill  is  passed  as  it  now  stands  the  New 
Zealand  Governorship  will  be  used  for  that  pur- 
pose. I  would  not  grudge  the  full  payment 
for  a  really  first-class  Governor.  I  would  much 
sooner  see  tho  salary  made  smaller,  say,  £4,000, 
which  would  attract  plenty  of  gentlemen  of 
high  abilities  and  ambition,  and  then  a  maxi- 
mum sum  for  travelling -expenses  should  be 
fixed.  I  shall  not  move  an  amendment  in 
Committee,  though  I  strongly  advise  the  Pre- 
mier to  consider  the  question. 

Mr.  TAYLOR.  —  I  should  like  to  ask  the 
Premier  if  he  believes  that  tho  sum  fixed  by 
this  Bill  will  not  be  exceeded  in  respect  of 
future  Governors. 

Major  ATKINSON.— Yes. 

Mr.  TAYLOR.  —  Then  I  am  satisfied  with 
that.  I  think  too  much  is  being  made  of  New 
Zealand  being  made  a  first-class  colony,  and 
this,  that,  and  the  other  thing,  when  it  cannot 
afford  it.  I  hope  that  will  be  borne  in  mind 
when  a  motion  comes  on  for  us  to  vote  £20,000 
in  that  direction.  Fancy  a  young  country  like 
this  presuming  to  imitate  the  Old-world  system, 
in  keeping  an  army  of  useless  members  of  the 
community.  I  trust  the  present  Premier  will 
not  countenance  anything  of  the  kind.  Tho 
Premier  assures  us  that  the  sum  stated  in  this 
Bill  will  not  be  exceeded  for  the  Governor, 
and  I  take  his  word  for  it,  and  I  know  ho  will 
endeavour  to  keep  it. 

Mr.  W.  D.  STEWART.— This  Bill  is  not  to 
come  into  operation  until  the  next  Governor 
is  appointed ;  and  I  want  to  ask  the  Premier 
this :  Suppose  the  present  Governor  left  the 
colony,  and  the  office  were  filled  by  a  locum 
tenens,  would  the  lower  scale  apply  to  the  latter 
at  once  ? 

Major  ATKINSON.— No ;  I  think  not.  It  is 
a  rather  nice  point,  and  I  cannot  say  what  the 
Colonial  Office  might  think.  I  must  confess  that 
I  am  rather  astonished  at  the  argument  used  by 
the  honourable  gentleman  opposite,  because  a 
very  short  time  ago,  when  a  Bill  to  reduce  the 
Governor's  salary  was  introduced,  the  honour- 
able gentleman  opposed  it  for  fear  it  would 
make  this  a  second-class  colony.  That  was  the 
argument  then  used  ;  but  now,  when  we  bring 
this  measure  down,  it  seems  it  does  not  matter 
whether  it  makes  us  a  first-class  colony  or  not. 
I  agree  with  that;  but  I  say  that  if  we  con 
obtain  the  object  we  are  aiming  at,  and  at  the 
same  time  remain  a  first-class  colony,  it  will 
be  all  the  better.  He  tells  us  in  very  strong 
language  that  if  wo  pass  this  Bill  it  will  not 
effect  economy,  and  tries  to  make  the  House 
believe  that  a  similar  Act  was  in  force  u^  to 
1873.    Bat  that  is  not  the  case.    At  that  time 
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the  Governor's  salary  was  simply  a  salary, 
and  it  was  the  custom  for  the  House  to 
vote  travelling  -  allowance ;  and  a  great  many 
disputes  arose  in  the  House  in  consequence. 
At  that  time  travelling  wa-s  very  expensive, 
and  the  allowance  voted  was  £1,000  a  year. 
The  honourable  gentleman  is  wrong  in  saying 
that  the  Governor  docs  not  draw  that  allow- 
ance; for,  as  I  am  informed,  he  does  draw, 
monthly,  the  commuted  allowance  for  travelling 
and  other  expenses. 

Sir  J.  VOGEL.— By  the  terms  of  the  Act  he 
ought  not  to  draw  the  allowance.  The  salary 
then  was  £4,500  a  year,  and  it  was  reduced  in 
1872. 

llajor  ATKINSON.— Yes ;  I  have  the  Act 
before  me.  The  salary  was  £4,500,  and,  as 
I  say,  it  was  entirely  outside  the  travelling- 
allowance  which  the  House  regularly  provided. 
Now  we  propose  to  make  provision  that  the 
Governor  wall  pay  his  own  travelling-expenses. 
We  have  no  right  to  assume  that  a  Governor 
will  not  do  his  duty  when  he  comes  here,  or 
that  the  Government  of  the  day  will  not  do 
their  duty.  I  take  it  that  it  is  the  duty  of  the 
Ministry  to  advise  the  Governor  to  travel,  and, 
if  he  does  not  travel,  the  Government  know 
what  is  the  constitutional  course  to  take.  The 
Government  have  givpn  this  matter  quite  as 
careful  attention  as  the  honourable  gentleman, 
and  have  as  much  experience  as  the  honourable 
gentleman,  and  have  brought  this  measure 
down  as  the  best  way  of  meeting  the  question. 
However,  as  I  understand,  it  is  in  no  way  a 
party  question,  and  I  shall  bo  happy  to  give  the 
honourable  gentleman  every  facility  in  Com- 
mittee to  move  any  amendment  on  the  point 
he  has  raised,  so  that  it  may  be  considered  in 
a  friendly  way. 

Bill  committed. 

IN  COUMITTEB. 

Clause  2.  —  Repeal  of  certain  sections  of 
"  The  Governor's  Salary  and  Allowances  Act, 
1873."  Establishment-allowance  and  travel- 
ling-allowance to  cease  to  be  payable. 

Dr.  FITCHETT  moved.  That,  after  the  word 
"  Act,"  in  the  first  line,  the  following  words 
bo  inserted :  "  there  shall  be  payable  to  Her 
Majesty  every  year,  out  of  the  Consolidated 
Fund,  the  sum  of  fonr  thousand  pounds." 

The  Committee  divided. 

Ates,  19. 


Duncan 

McKenzie,  J. 

Taylor 

Fish 

Monk 

Thompson,  R. 

Fraser 

Parata 

Vogel. 

Goldie 

Perceval 

Kerr 

RiohEurdson,  E 

Tellers. 

liomach 

Seddon 

Barron 

Levestam 

Taiwhanga 
Noes,  41. 

Fitchett. 

Allen 

Fergus 

Hobbs 

Anderson 

Fisher 

Jackson 

Atkinson 

Fitzherbert 

Lance 

Blake 

Fulton 

Lawry 

Bruce 

Graham 

Macarthur 

Buchanan 

Hall 

Mackenzie,  M 

Cadman 

Hislop 

Mackenzie,  T. 

3fa;or  Atkituon 

McGregor 
Mitchelson 

Rhodes 

Thompson,  T 

Richardson,  O. 

Tumbull 

Newman 

Ross 

Whyte 

O'Conor 

Samuel 

Wilson. 

Ormond 

Seymour 

Tellers. 

Peacock 

Stewart,  W.  D 

Cowan 

Reeves,  W.  P.    S.-Menteath      Russell. 

Pairs. 
Fcfr.  Against. 

Guinness  Tanner 

Steward,  W.  3.  Beetham. 

Majority  against,  22. 
Amendment  negatived. 
Bill  reported,  and  read  a  third  time. 

MINISTERS'   SALARIES  AND  ALLOW- 
ANCES BILL. 


IN  COUUIITEE. 

■  Amount  fixed 


for    Ministers* 


Clause   3. - 
salaries. 

Mr.  BARRON  moved.  That,  in  the  words, 
"five  thousand  eight  hundred,"  the  words 
"  eight  hundred  "  be  omitted. 

The   Committee   divided   on  the   question, 

"  That  the  words '  eight  hundred  '  be  retained." 

Ayes,  52. 


Atkinson 

Lance 

Robs 

Bruce 

Lamach 

Russell 

Cadman 

Lawry 

Samuel 

Carroll 

Macarthur 

Seymour 

Cowan 

Mackenzie, 

M.  Steward,  W.  J. 

Dodson 

Mackenzie, 

T.  Stewart,  W.  D. 

Duncan 

Marchant 

S.-Mentoath 

Fergus 

McGregor 

Taiwhanga 

Fisher 

Mitchelson 

Taylor 

Fitzherbert 

Moat 

Thompson,  T. 

Graham 

Newman 

Thompson,  B. 

Guiimess 

O'Calloghan 

Valentine 

Hall 

O'Conor 

Vogel 

Hislop 

Ormond 

Whyte. 

Hobbs 

Parata 

Izard 

Peacock 

Tellers. 

Jackson 

Richardson, 

Fi.  Reeves,  R.  H.J. 

Kerr 

Richardson, 
Noes,  25 

G.  Reeves,  W.  P. 

Allen 

Grimmond 

Seddon 

Blake 

Hodgkinson 

Smith 

Buchanan 

Jones 

Ward 

Fcldwiok 

Levestam 

Wilson 

Fitchett 

Loughrey 

Withy. 

Fraser 

McKenzie,  J. 

Fulton 

Moss 

Tellers. 

Goldie 

Perceval 

Banon 

Grey 

Rhodes 
Paibs. 

Fish, 

Foi 

Against. 

Anderson 

Tumbull 

Beetham 

Joyce 

Tanner 

Buxton. 

Majority  for,  27. 

Words  retained. 

Number  of  Iilinisters. 

Mr.  BARRON  moved,  That  the  word  "  six  " 
be  struck  out,  with  the  view  of  inserting  the 
word  "five." 

The  Committee  divided  on  the  question, 
"  That  the  word  '  six '  be  retained." 
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Atkinson 

Brnca 

Oadman 

CmioU 

Gowftn 

Dodson 

Fe^DB 

Fisher 

Fitiherbert 

Graham 

Hall 

Hill  op 

Hobbs 

Isard 

Jackson 

Ken 

Ldmca 

Allen 

Blake 

Dnncan 

Feldwick 

Fitehett 

Fraser 

Falton 

Ooldia 

Grey 


Atzs,  50. 
Lamaoh 
Liawiy 
Levestam 
Mac&rthnr 
Mackenzie,  T. 
Marchant 
McGregor 
Mitcheison 
Moat 
Kewman 
O'Callagban 
O'Conor 
Ormond 
Parata 
Peacock 
Beeves,  W.  P. 
Bichardson,  E. 

Noss,  24. 
Grimmond 
Hodgkinson 
Jones 
Loughrey 
McEenzie,  J. 
Moss 
PerceTal 
Bbodes 


BiohardsoB,  O. 

Boss 

Russell 

Samuel 

Seymoni 

Steward,  W.  3. 

Stewart,  W.  D. 

S.-Menteath 

Taipua 

Thompson,  R. 

Thompson,  T. 

Valentine 

Vogel 

Whyte. 

T«lUr$. 
Beeves,  B.H.  J. 
Seddon. 


Smith 

Taylor 

Ward 

Wilson 

Withy. 

Telleri. 
Barron 
Pish. 


For. 
Anderson 
Beetham 
Tanner. 


Paibs. 


Againtt. 
Tumbull 
Joyce 
Buxton. 


Majority  for,  S!6. 

Word  retained,  and  clause  agreed  to. 

Clause  4. — Appropriation  of  moneys.  Proviso 
for  reduction  in  number  of  Ministers  if  num- 
ber of  House  of  Bepresentatives  reduced. 

Mr.  BARRON  moved  to  omit  the  word 
"  five,"  with  a  view  to  insert  the  word  "  four." 

The  Committee  divided  on  the  question, 
«  That  the  word '  five '  be  retained." 


Atkinson 

Blake 

Bruce 

Cadman 

Carroll 

Cowan 

Dodson 

Duncan 

Fergus 

Fisher 

Fish 

Fitehett 

Fibsherbert 

Falton 

Graham 

Hall 

Hislop 

Hobbs 

Izard 

Allen 

Feldwiek 

Goldie 


Ayzb,  56. 
Jackson 
Jones 
Eerr 
Lance 
Lamach 
Lawry 
Levestam 
Macartbur 
Mackenzie,  T. 
Marchant 
McGregor 
Mitohelson 
Moat 
Kewman 
O'Callagban 
O'Conor 
Parata 
Peacock 
Beeves,  B.E.J. 

NoxB,  17. 
Grey 

Hodgkinson 
Longhrey 

Toil.  lilX-W. 


Beeves,  W.  P. 

Bichardson,  E. 

Bichardson,  G. 

Boss 

Bussell 

Samuel 

Seddon 

Seymour 

Stewart,  W.  D. 

S.-Menteath 

Taipua 

Thompson,  B. 

Thompson,  T. 

Vogel 

Whyte. 

Teller*. 
Steward,  W.  J. 
Valentine. 

McEenzie,  J. 

Moss 

Ormo&d 


Perceval 

Bhodes 

Smith 


Ward 
Wilson 
Withy. 
Paibs. 


Tellers. 
Barron 
Fraser. 


For.  Against. 

Anderson  Tumbull 

Beetham  Joyce 

Tanner.  Buxton. 

Majority  for,  88. 
Word  retained,  and  clause  agreed  to. 
Clause  8. — Operation  and  construction  of  Act. 
The   Committee  divided   on   the    question, 
"  That  the  clause  as  printed  be  agreed  to." 

Ayes,  56. 


Allen 

Atkinson 

Barron 

Blake 

Buchanan 

Godman 

Carroll 

Cowan 

Dodson 

Fergus 

Fisher 

Fitehett 

Fitzherbert 

Fraser 

Goldie 

Graham 

Grey 

Hislop 

Hobbs 


Hodgkinson 

Jones 

Eerr 

Lance 

Lawry 

Loughrey 

Maoarthur 

Marchant 

McGregor 

McEenzie,  J. 

Mitchelson 

Monk 

Moss 

Newman 

O'Callaghan 

Ormond 

Parata 

Peacock 

Perceval 


Beeves,  W.  P. 

Bichardson,  E. 

Bicbtkrdson,  O. 

Boss 

Bussell 

Seymour 

Smith 

Steward,  W.  J. 

Stewart,  W.  D. 

Taipua 

Taiwhanga 

Taylor 

Thompson,  T. 

Valentine 

Wilson 

Withy. 

Tellers. 
Fish 
Ward. 


Vogel 
Whyte. 

TeUers. 
Bbodes 
Seddon. 


Noxs,  16. 
Bruce  Izard 

Duncan  Levestam 

Feldwick  Maokenzie,  T. 

Fulton  Moat 

Grimmond         Samuel 
Hall  Thompson,  B. 

Majority  for,  40. 

Clause  agreed  to. 

Dr.  NEWMAN  moved  a  new  clause  provid- 
ing that,  if  a  Ministry  be  defeated  on  a  direct 
no-confidence  motion,  and  do  not  resign  within 
one  week  thereafter,  they  shall  cease  to  draw 
any  salary. 

The  Committee  divided. 
Atbs,  14. 
Beurron  Bussell  Whyte 

Fraser  Stewart,  W.  D.  Wilson. 

Macarthur         Taipua  Tellers. 

Monk  Taiwhanga        Kewman 

Perceval  Thompson,  B.    Seddon. 

Noes,  46. 

Atkinson  Fitzherbert 

Blake  Omhom 

Bruce  Guinness 

Buchanan  Hall 

Codmon  Hislop 

Cowan  Hodgkinson 

Dodson  Izard 

Duncan  Jones 

Fish  Eerr 

Fitehett  Lanoe 


Lawry 

Levestam 

Mackenzie,  T. 

McGregor 

McEenzie,  J. 

Mitchelson 

Moat 

Moss 

O'Callaghan 

Parata 
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Peacock  Rosa  Valentine 

Beeves,R.  H.J.  Samuel  Vogel. 

Beevea,  W.  P.    Seymour 
Bhodes  Smith  TelUn. 

Richardson,  E.  Steward,  W.  J.  Peldwick 
Biohardson,  O.  Thompson,  T.    O'Conor. 
Majority  against,  82. 

Clause  rejected. 

Mr.  R.  THOMPSON  proposed  a  new  clause 
providing  that  Ministers  should  not  be  allowed 
to  draw  travelling-allowances  during  an.  elec- 
tion. 

The  Committee  divided. 


AUen 

Barron 

Fi?her 

Goldie 

Hodgkinson 

Hacarthur 


Ayes,  16. 
Mitchelsou 
Newman 
Ormond 
Beeves,  W.  P. 
Rhodes 
Bussell 


Stewart,  W.  D. 
Whyte. 

TelUn. 
Monk 
Thompson,  B. 


Noes,  44: 
Blake  Quinness 

Bruce  Hislop 

Buchanan         Jones 
Cadman  Kerr 

Carroll  Lance 

Cowan  Lawiy 

Dodson  Levestam 

Duncan  Mackenzie,  T. 

Feldwick  McGregor 

Fergus  McKenzie,  J. 

Fish  Moat 

Fitchett  O'Conor 

Fitzherbert        Peacock 
Fulton  Perceval 

Graham  Beeves, B.H.J.  Samuel. 

Majority  against,  28. 

Clause  rejected. 

Bill  reported,  and  read  a  third  time. 


Richardson,  E. 

Ross 

Seddon 

Seymour 

Smith 

Steward.  W.  J. 

Taipua 

Taylor 

Thompson,  T. 

Valentine 

Vogel 

Ward. 

TMen. 
O'Callaghan 


AND 


PARLIAMENTARY     HONORARIUM 
PRIVILEGES  BILL. 

IN  COXXIITEE. 

Clause  1.— Short  Title. 

Mr.  SEDDON  moved  to  strike  out  the  words 
"  Parliamentary  Honorarium,"  with  a  view  to 
insert  "  Payment  of  Members." 

The  Committee  divided  on  the  question, 
"That  the  words  proposed  to  be  struck  out 
stand  part  of  the  clause." 


Allen 

Anderson 

Atkinson 

Beetham 

Blake 

Bruce 

Buchanan 

Cadman 

Cowan 

Dodson 

Duncan 

Fergns 

Fisher 

Fraser 

Fulton 


Ayes,  60. 
Goldie 
Graham 
Hall 
Hislop 
Hobbs 
Hodgkinson 
Izard 
Jackson 
Kelly 
Kerr 
Lance 
Lawry 
Macarthur 
Mackenzie,  M. 
Mackenzie,  T. 


Marchant 

McGregor 

Mitchelson 

Moat 

Monk 

O'Callaghan 

Ormond 

Parata 

Reeves,  W.  P. 

Rhodes 

Richardson,  G. 

Ross 

Russell 

Samuel 

Seymooi 


Smith  Tanner  WQson 

Steward, W.J.  Thompson, B.  Withy, 
Stewart,  W.D.  Valentine  TetUr*. 

S.-Menteath      Ward  Barron 

Taipua  Whyte  Peacock. 

Taiwhanga 


Buxton  Guinness  Perceval 

Feldwick  Levestam  Taylor. 

Fish  McKensie,  J.  Teller*. 

Fitchett  Newman  Seddon 

Fitzherbert       O'Conor  TumbolL 

Grimmond 

Majority  for,  45. 

Amendment  negatived. 

Clause  2. — Alteration  in  amount  paid  to 
members  of  General  Assembly.  Le^ative 
Councillors  resident  in  Wellington  to  rac«iva 
nothing. 

Mr.  PEACOCK  moved  to  omit  words  in  order 
to  insert  others  with  a  view  to  fixing  the  hono- 
rarium payable  to  such  members  at  £50. 

The  Committee  divided  on  the  quesUon, 
*'  That  the  words  proposed  to  be  omitted  stand 
part  of  the  clause." 

Axes,  54. 


Anderson 

Hislop 

Rhodes 

Atkinson 

Hobbs 

Richardson,  G. 

Barron 

Izard 

Samuel 

Beetham 

Jackson 

Seymour 

Blake 

Kelly 

Smith 

Buchanan 

Kerr 

Stevfart,  W.  D. 

Buxton 

Lawry 

Taipua 

Cadman 

Loughrey 

TaiwbaogA 

Cowan 

Macarthur 

Tanner 

Dodson 

Mackenzie,  T. 

Taylor 

Feldwick 

McGregor 

Thompson,  B. 

Fergus 

McKenzie,  J. 

Tumbnll 

Fisher 

Mitchelson 

Ward 

Fish 

Monk 

Whyte 

Fitchett 

O'Callaghan 

Wilson. 

Fitzherbert 

Ormond 

Tellers. 

Fraser 

Parata 

Beeves,  W.  P. 

Fulton 

Perceval 

Valentino. 

Hall 

NoKS,  81. 

Allen 

Lance 

Seddon 

Bruce 

Levestam 

Steward,  W.  J. 

Duncan 

Moat 

Thompson,  T. 

Goldie 

O'Conor 

Withy. 

Grimmond 

Reeves,  B.H.J.        fellers. 

Guinness 

Ross 

Marchant 

Hodgkinson 
Jones 

Russell 

Peacock. 

Majority  for,  38. 

Amendmen 

t  negatived. 

New  clause. 

Mr.  BRUCE  moved  the  addition  of  a  new 
clause  limiting  the  operation  of  the  Act  to  tha 
present  Parliament. 

The  Committee  divided. 

Ayes,  25. 

Anderson  Fish  Grimmond 

Blake  Fitzherbert  Guinness 

Carroll  Fraser  Kelly 
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Ijanee 

Beeves,  W.  P. 

Tnmbnll 

Ijevestam 

Seddon 

Wilson. 

Huchant 

Steward,  W.  3 

Moss 

Taipua 

Tellers. 

Parata 

Taiwhanga 

Bruce 

Beeves,  R.H  J 

.  Taylor 

KoES,  46. 

Perceval. 

Allen 

Hodgkinson 

Boss 

Atkinson 

Izard 

Samuel 

Beetham 

Jackson 

Seymour 

Bnch&nan 

Jones 

Stewart,  W.  D. 

Buxton 

Kerr 

S.-Menteath 

Cadman 

Lawry 

Tanner 

Cowan 

Macajrthnr 

Thompson,  B. 

Dodson 

Mackenzie,  T. 

Thompson,  T. 

Peldwiok 

McGregor 

Valentine 

Peigns 

Mitohelson 

Ward 

Fisher 

Moat 

Whyte 

Pnlton 

Monk 

Withy. 

Goldio 

O'Callaghim 

Graham 

Ormon( 

Tellers. 

Hislop 

Rhodes 

Fitchett 

Hobbs 

Bichskrdson,  O 
Pais. 

.  Peacock. 

For. 

Against. 

Vogel. 

Hall. 

Kajority  a(;ainst. 

21. 

Amendment  negatived. 

Bill  reported,  and  read  a  third  timo. 

The  House 

adjourned  at  twenty-five  minutes 

pctst  one  o'clock  a.m. 

HOUSE   OP  REPRESENTATIVES. 
UoTiday,  5th  Deetmber,  1887. 

Fint  Beading— Bepresentetion  BUI. 

Mr.  Sfeakkb  took  the  chair  at  half-past 
two  o'clock. 

Fbayebs. 

FIRST  BEADING. 
Slaughterhouses  Bill. 

REPRESENTATION  BILL. 
Major  ATKINSON.— Sir,  it  is  not  out  of  any 
disrespect  to  the  House,  or  from  any  want  of 
appreciation  of  the  importance  of  the  measure, 
that,  in  asking  the  House  to  read  this  Bill  a 
second  time,  I  do  not  propose  to  make  any 
lengthy  remarks  on  this  occasion.  My  reasons 
axe  these :  During  the  last  session  of  Parliament 
the  matter  was  very  fully  discussed,  and  during 
the  late  election  also.  Sir,  this  question  was 
before  the  country  very  prominently,  and,  in 
fact,  was  almost  talked  threadbare.  It  seems 
to  me,  therefore,  looking  at  these  facts  and  at 
the  period  of  the  session,  that  it  is  better  that  I 
should  move  the  second  reading  of  this  Bill 
vrithout  bringing  forward  many  arguments  in 
its  favour,  leaving  those  few  honourable  mem- 
bers— I  believe  they  are  in  fact  but  few — who 
are  opposed  to  its  passage  to  raise  such  objec- 
tions as  they  may  think  necessary,  and  I  hope 
then  to  be  able  to  answer  them  when  I  reply, 


I  might  just  point  out  that  the  number  of 
population  to  representatives  proposed  by  this 
Bill  is  still  very  small  compared  with  the  num- 
bers of  population  in  various  other  oonnlrias. 
I  have  made  out  a  few  statistics  on  this  sub- 
ject, which  I  will  read,  with  your  permission. 
In  the  United  Kingdom  there  are  56,280  in- 
habitants to  each  member ;  in  France,  76,287 ; 
in  the  United  States,  174,724  ;  in  Canada, 
which  approaches  nearest  to  our  proportion, 
20,888  to  each  member;  and,  if  tnis  Bill  is 
passed,  including  the  Natives  there  will  then 
be  only  10,000  inhabitants  in  New  Zealand  to 
each  representative.  So  that  we  shall  actually 
be  half  under  Canada,  and  much  below  the 
other  countries  I  have  cited.  With  regard  to 
the  population  and  area,  there  are  in  England 
290  inhabitants  to  the  square  mile ;  in  France, 
180 ;  in  the  United  States,  14 ;  in  Canada,  1 ; 
in  New  Zealand,  6\.  So  that,  looking  at  these 
facts,  honourable  members  will  see  that  most 
of  the  arguments  which  have  been  adduced 
against  the  Bill  as  to  disfranchising  the  coun- 
.try  districts  cannot  be  true,  or  must  have 
operation  in  the  countries  I  have  referred  to. 
That,  to  my  mind,  is  a  complete  answer  to  the 
arguments  which  have  been  brought  forward 
against  this  measure.  For  the  reasons  I  have 
already  given,  I  do  not  intend  to  speak  at  any 
length,  but  shall  content  myself  with  moving 
the  second  reading. 

Mr.  TAIWHANGA.  — I  think  it  is  a  great 
shame  to  take  off  one  Maori  member.  The 
Maori  representation  is  small  enough  as  it  is. 
I  should  not  mind  if  the  House  would  only  pass 
my  Maori  Relief  Bill.  If  that  were  done  we 
might  have  a  chance.  If  my  Bill  is  taken  no 
notice  of  by  the  Government  and  the  House, 
and  they  pass  this  Bill  reducing  us  to  three,  I 
think  it  is  a  great  shame.  I  think  this  Bill 
should  be  referred  to  the  Native  Affairs  Com- 
mittee, so  as  to  give  us  time  to  consider  the 
matter. 

Sir  J.  VOGEL.— I  wish  to  say.  Sir,  that, 
whilst  I  recognise  that  during  the  election  a 
large  number  of  constituencies  expressed  them- 
selves in  favour  of  a  material  reduction  in  the 
number  of  the  members  of  the  House,  and 
whilst,  therefore,  from  the  result  of  the  elec- 
tions, the  measure  may  be  held  to  be  justified, 
still,  in  my  opinion,  the  time  will  come,  and 
that  not  very  long  hence,  when  a  great  deal 
of  dissatisfaction  will  be  felt  throughout  the 
country — especially  in  the  country  districts — 
at  the  very  large  reduction  which  tiiis  measure 
proposes.  The  Bill,  in  my  opinion,  does  not 
sufficiently  provide  for  anticipating  a  dissolu- 
tion of  Parliament — that  is  to  say  that,  unless 
something  is  done  in  this  matter,  the  elections, 
like  those  which  have  taken  place,  may  bo  at- 
tended by  a  very  considerable  amount  of  incon- 
venience and  loss  of  time.  I  shall  not  speak 
further  on  the  measure. 

Mr.  CARROLL. — I  fail  to  see  the  necessity 
for  passing  this  measure  at  the  present  time, 
because  it  will  not  come  into  force  until  after 
the  expiration  of  the  present  Parliament ;  and 
I  think  a  matter  of  such  weighty  importance  as 
this  should  have  more  time  for  its  considera- 
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tion.  I  shall  decidedly  object  to  ttay  redaction 
in  the  Maori  members,  on  the  simple  ground 
that  for  a  long  time  vre  have  been  under-re- 
presented upon  the  basis  of  population;  and 
now  we  would  be  deprived  of  even  some  of  that 
representation  which  we  are  entitled  to  if  our 
numbers  are  reduced  to  three.  If  you  are 
going  to  meddle  with  the  special  representation 
at  ail,  I  should  be  in  favour  of  doing  away 
with  it  altogether.  Let  aU  the  Maoris  have  the 
same  electoral  privileges  as  Europeans, — ^plaeo 
them  on  one  roll.  Either  do  that,  or  do  not 
meddle  with  the  special  representation  at  all. 
I  only  rise  to  make  these  few  remarks  now, 
and  at  another  time  shall  have  more  to  say  on 
the  subject. 

Mr.  W.  D.  STEWABT.— I  wte  somewhat 
opposed  to  the  reduction  of  members  ;  but  there 
is  a  very  strong  feeling  in  the  South  of  this 
colony  in  favour  of  this  reduction,  and  I  shall 
Bupport  the  Bill  as  it  stands.  I  quite  agree 
with  the  honourable  member  for  Christchurch 
North  that  the  Bill  should  provide  for  some 
immediate  adjustment  of  the  electorates,  so 
that,  should  any  emergency  arise  necessitating 
a  general  election,  there  should  not  be  that 
delay  which  took  place  on  the  last  occasion. 
However,  I  shall  support  the  measure  in  its 
present  form. 

Mr.  TAIPUA.  —  I  must  enter  my  protest 
against  reducing  the  number  of  Maori  mem- 
bers. I  do  not  think  it  is  right.  At  present 
the  districts  represented  by  the  Maori  members 
are  very  large  indeed,  and  we  have  in  each  of 
those  districts  a  population  of  something  like 
ten  thousand  Natives  to  each  member.  That 
is  above  the  Earopean  proportion.  Now,  the 
European  members  of  this  House  only  repre- 
sent about  six  thousand  persons  each,  and  I 
think  that  the  present  measure  is  very  unjust 
indeed.  In  my  opinion,  instead  of  reducing  the 
number  of  Native  members  it  should  be  added 
to,  and  the  proportion  to  those  they  represent 
made  the  same  as  that  of  the  European  members. 
It  ought  to  be  admitted  by  this  House  that  the 
Maoris  require  greater  care  and  greater  super- 
vision thGku  the  Europeans,  and  for  that  reason 
they  should  be  better  represented  in  this  House, 
for  many  of  the  laws  passed  in  the  House  affect 
the  Natives  very  injuriously,  and  that  is  due  to 
their  not  being  properly  represented.  Now, 
when  all  the  troubles  have  passed  away,  and 
there  is  no  longer  any  danger  of  Maori  war, 
when  we  are  living,  as  it  were,  as  one  people,  I 
think  we  should  have  fair-play ;  we  should  work 
together,  and  devise  laws  for  our  mutual  bene- 
fit. I  am  very  angry,  very  wroth,  that  this 
special  representation  was  ever  provided  for  the 
Natives  at  all.  I  think  it  has  been  a  delusion, 
and  it  would  have  been  better  if  it  had  never 
been  passed.  I  hope  the  Government  will  con- 
sider this  Bill  very  seriously,  for  it  is  very 
stringent.  Seeing  that  most  of  our  lands  have 
passed  to  the  Crown,  and  have  been  brought 
under  the  operation  of  the  Court,  we  should  all 
be  treated  alike,  the  same  as  Europeans.  Most 
of  our  lands  having  passed  through  the  Court, 
they  can  be  dealt  with  by  the  existing  laws,  and 
lire  should  all  work  together  with  one  object.  I 
Mr,  Carroll 


think  this  is  a  pernicious  measure,  for  we  ai» 
not  being  treated  fairly.  Our  lands  are  being 
taken  and  administered  by  the  English  law, 
and  yet  we  are  being  treated  exceptionally.  If 
honourable  members  and  the  Government  ob- 
ject to  our  having  to  speak  in  Maori,  then  let 
that  be  stated — let  there  be  no  misunderstand- 
ing. I  shall  deem  it  my  duty  to  oppose  thia 
measure  in  every  way  in  my  power.  It  would 
be  better  for  the  Native  members  to  leave  the 
House.  They  would  be  prepared  to  do  that 
rather  than  support  such  a  measure  as  this. 
It  would  be  far  better,  instead  of  taking  away 
a  Maori  member  this  year,  and  probably 
one  next  year,  and  another  the  year  after, 
to  repeal  the  special  representation  the  Natives 
enjoy  at  once,  and  have  done  with  it,  and  put 
the  Native  members  out  of  the  House. 

Mr.  SEDDON. — No  more  important  ques- 
tion, I  think,  could  engage  the  attention  of  this 
House  than  this  question  of  representation, 
and  my  heart  sank  within  me  when  I  saw  the 
little  notice  taken  by  honourable  members 
when  the  Premier,  in  that  short  and  empty 
speech,  introduced  the  subject.  I  say  in  the 
question  of  representation  the  life  and  well- 
being  of  the  people  are  involved.  The  question 
of  cost  is  a  secondary  consideration.  In  the 
question  of  representation  everything  is  in- 
volved that  concerns  the  people.  In  my  opin- 
ion the  people  are  having  their  rights  invaded 
by  this  Bill,  and  those  who  represent  them  in 
this  House  are  not  doing  their  duty  to  the 
people  in  the  slight  attention  they  are  paying 
to  this  Bill.  What  will  this  taking -away  of 
representation  mean  to  the  sparsely  -  settled 
parts  of  the  colony  ?  Does  it  not  mean  that  the 
whole  of  the  representation  will  be  given  to  the 
large  centres  of  population;  and  that  in  the 
outlying  districts,  where  the  good  work  of  colo- 
nisation is  going  on,  the  wants  of  the  people 
will  not  be  attended  to  ?  And  how  inconsistent 
is  the  action  of  the  Premier  with  regard  to  this 
question  1  In  1881,  when  we  had  a  population 
of  only  some  450,000  souls  in  the  colony,  he  was 
one  of  the  leading  spirits  of  a  Government  which 
introduced  a  Bepresentation  Bill  and  fixed  the 
number  of  members  at  ninety-one,  exclusive  of 
Maori  members.  If  then,  in  his  opinion  and 
that  of  his  colleagues,  it  was  necessary  for  the 
welfare  of  the  people  of  New  Zealand  to  have 
ninety-five  representatives  in  this  House,  how 
can  he  now  consistently  say  that  New  Zealand, 
with  a  population  at  the  present  time  of  six 
hundred  thousand,  should  have  only  seventy 
representatives  ?  The  comparison  mode  as  re- 
gaiids  Great  Britain,  Canada,  and  France  does 
not  apply  in  the  case  of  a  young  country  like 
New  Zealand.  The  Premier  must  know  full 
well  that  we  are  not  only  a  legislative  body- 
but  an  administrative  body.  He  must  know 
also  that  we  have  a  large  public  debt,  and  he 
must  ailso  know  that  in  carrying  out  the  public- 
works  policy  it  is  necessary  that  each  part  of 
the  colony  should  have  representation,  so  as  to 
insure  a  fair  expenditure  on  works  of  a  profit- 
able nature,  and  of  such  a  nature  that  the 
colony  as  a  whole  will  benefit  from  them.  It 
is  true  that  as  to  the  moneys  previously  bor- 
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xowed  the  laige  centres  of  popniation  have  had 
the  lion's  share ;  and,  what  is  mote  than  that, 
it  must  be  apparent  to  all  that  there  can  be 
very  little  farther  borrowing— it  mast  be  very 
limited;  and,  when  future  borrowing  is  limited, 
Any  snrplos  money  that  the  colony  thinks 
it  necessaiy  to  expend  in  the  work  of  colo- 
nisation will  he  expended  in  and  about  the 
larger  centres  of  population,  which  will  have  a 
dominating  political  power  in  this  House,  and 
tbere  will  be  no  expenditure  at  all  on  public 
works  in  those  parts  of  the  colony  which  have 
not  received  justice  in  the  past.  The  people  in 
^e  outlying  districts  will  not  receive  anything 
like  the  consideration  that  will  bo  given  to 
those  iiarts  of  the  colony  that  are  more  thickly 
populated.  To  prevent  that  occurring  it  is 
absolutely  necessaiy  that  we  should  continue 
the  representation  which  at  the  present  time 
«xista.  If  the  Premier  had  come  down  with  a 
proposal  dealing  with  the  question  of  local  go- 
vernment, and  decentralising  out  governmental 
system, — if  he  had  proposed  that  this  House 
^ould  be  purely  a  legislative  body,  and  had 
taken  from  it  the  dealing  with  roads  and  bridges 
and  public  works, — there  would  have  been  a 
reason  fot  reduction  in  the  number  of  members. 
But,  witliout  doing  that,  and  leaving  the  House, 
as  it  is,  both  an  administrative  and  a  legislative 
body,  performing  the  chief  functions  necessary 
for  the  welfare  of  the  colony,  to  say  that  the 
number  of  members  should  be  so  largely  le- 
dnced,  and  to  see  the  way  the  ptoposal  is  te- 
ceived  by  this  House,  has  madia  me  ask  the 
question,  "  What  ore  honourable  members 
winking  about?"  Surely  the  people  know  more 
what  is  to  their  interest  than  to  allow  the  mesk- 
snte  to  go  as  this  seems  to  be  going.  We  have 
just  come  back  from  our  constituents,  and  we 
know  what  has  been  the  effect  of  the  redistri- 
bution of  representation  under  the  Act  of  last 
session.  Have  we  not  honourable  members 
here  representing  difierent  districts  with  no 
community  of  interest  whatever?  As  regards 
many  of  the  electoral  divisions  which  have 
been  extended,  thete  can  be  no  doubt  that  the 
honourable  member  representing  each  of  those 
districts  has  suddenly  found  himself  having  to 
do  with  diSerent  people,  electors  holding  di&ctr 
ent  viewR,  and  having  no  community  of  inter- 
ests whatever  with  those  he  has  represented 
hitherto.  And  this  has  been  a  serious  diffi- 
culty; it  has  been  objectionable  both  to  the 
electors  and  to  the  candidates.  It  is  owing  to 
this  that  some  of  our  best  public  men  were 
rejected  at  the  ballot-box,  and  not  through  any 
fault  of  their  own,,  or  because  they  had  not 
done  their  duty  to  those  they  had  represented. 
Their  defeat  was  simply  through  that  want 
of  community  of  interest,  and  owing  to  local 
jealousies ;  and  I  undertake  to  say  that  the 
effect  of  this  Bill  would  be  the  same.  I 
look  at  it  also  from  another  point  of  view. 
The  larger  the  number  of  members  we  have  in 
this  House  the  less  danger  there  is  of  what  is 
politically  known  as  "  log-rolling,"  and  of  having 
legislation  in  the  direction  of  benefiting  parti- 
cular classes.  I  was  a  member  of  this  House 
when  the  number  of  members  was  considerably 


smaller  than  now — but,  still,  more  than  it  is 
proposed  by  this  measure  to  reduce  them  to 
— and  I  know  what  it  has  cost  the  country  in 
relation  to  the  formation  of  parties,  and  as  to 
the  holders  of  seats  on  the  Treasury  benches. 
While  you  might  save  a  paltry  £10,000  by 
the  proposals  of  this  Bill,  I  undertake  to  say 
that  if  it  came  to  a  question  of  parties,  and 
OS  to  who  should  hold  seats  on  the  Treasury 
benches,  for  every  pound  saved  by  this  Bill  the 
colony  would  lose  a  thousand.  I  know  that  in 
1879  if  it  cost  the  colony  a  penny  it  cost  it  a 
quarter  of  a  million  of  money  owing  to  this  very 
cause.  The  great  danger  that  I  see  in  lessen- 
ing the  representation  is  that  there  will  be  a 
dominant  party  such  as  we  have  at  the  present 
moment  on  those  benches,  who  ate  supported 
by  the  wealth  of  the  colony,  who  are  supported 
by  the  laud-rings  of  the  colony,  and  by  absen- 
tees. 

An  Hon.  Mehbeb. — Oh  1 

Mr.  SEDDON. — The  absentees  leave  a  power 
behind  them.  It  is  no  laughing  matter.  Those 
on  the  other  side  of  the  House  may  jeer  and 
laugh  with  the  honourable  member  for  Dun- 
ediu  £ast,  who  —  I  say  it  without  wishing 
to  be  at  all  personal — owes  his  seat  in  this 
House  to  the  influence  of  wealth  and  intole- 
rant bigotry.  Those  laugh  who  win,  and  I 
permit  the  honourable  gentlemsm  to  smile.  I 
question  very  much  whether  or  not  those  who 
wish  to  do  their  duty  to  the  great  mass  of  the 
people  in  this  country  would  care  about  being 
returned  by  such  a  power  as  I  have  described. 
Is  it  fair,  I  ask  the  House,  while  you  have  the 
property  vote,  to  reduce  the  representation,  and 
thus  give  a  greater  power  to  property  than  it 
has  even  now  ?  I  say  that  honourable  mem- 
bers who  vote  for  this  Bill  will  be  voting  to  give 
greater  power  to  property.  It  is  in  the  inter- 
ests of  property  that  this  measure  is  brought  in. 
This  and  tneir  measures  of  the  same  tendency 
which  have  been  brought  in  have  been  framed 
in  the  interests  of  property.  The  whole  of  this 
legislation  we  ore  asked  to  pass  is  on  a  par  with 
this  measure.  The  House  has  committed  itself 
to  a  number  of  these  measures,  and  I  say  that 
the  people  are  blind  to  their  own  interests  if  it 
is  permitted  to  go  any  further.  I  say  it  is  panic 
legislation.  Betrenchment  has  been  thrown  as 
dust  in  thoeyes  of  the  people,  and  the  Premier 
and  those  who  now  dominate  with  him  ore,  under 
that  pressure,  introducing  measure  after  mea- 
sure against  the  interests  of  the  people.  As  one 
of  the  Liberals  who  have  been  in  this  House  for 
the  last  ten  years  fighting  for  the  rights  of  the 
people,  I  must  raise  my  voice  against  those 
rights  being  swept  away  in  one  fell  swoop.  Is 
the  work  of  ten  years  of  the  Liberal  party  in 
New  Zealand  to  be  taken  away  in  this  manner  ? 
We  find  that  it  is  being  done,  and  yet  scarcely 
a  word  is  being  said  about  it.  Sir,  this  is  the 
most  Conservative  House  that  has  been  sitting 
here  since  1879 ;  and  I  appeal  to  my  honourable 
friend  the  member  for  Auckland  Central  to 
assist — ^honourable  members  may  laugh  again, 
but  I  ask  him  once  more  to  come  to  the  front 
and  endeavour  to  stop,  as  he  can  by  his  power- 
ful oratory  and  great  knowledge,  the  totzenfe 
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that  is  (weeping  away  to  destmction  the  people 
and  their  interests  in  this  country.  This  is  no 
laughing  matter  with  me.  It  is  a  question  of 
taking  away  the  representation  of  the  people; 
and  I  am  not  speaking  personally  on  the  point, 
for  I  do  think  that  my  services  will  be  recog- 
nised in  the  part  of  the  country  from  which  I 
oome,  and  that  if  there  were  a  reduction  in  the 
niunber  of  members  I  should  still  be  one  repre- 
senting that  part  of  the  country.  When  the 
provinces  were  swept  away  there  was  no  proper 
system  of  local  government  given  to  the  coun- 
try. In  fact,  no  attempt  was  made  to  give  us 
a  proper  system  ;  and  if  this  Bill  is  passed  we 
shall  find  that  young  politicians,  having  no 
means  of  making  themselves  known  to  the 
people,  will  have  very  great  difficulty  in  finding 
their  way  into  this  Chamber.  The  choice  of  the 
people  will  be  very  considerably  restricted.  It 
will  be  only  well-known  public  men,  and  those 
who  have  held  positions  in  the  past,  who  will 
come  back.  Young  men  will  have  no  oppor- 
tunity under  the  proposed  widened  representa- 
tion. And  what  is  the  reason  for  this  Bill? 
The  only  reason  that  has  been  given,  the  only 
reason  that  can  be  given,  is  that  of  saving  a 
few  pounds.  Bat  I  undertake  to  say  that  for 
every  pound  saved  by  this  Bill  the  colony  will 
lose  a  thousand.  We  shall  have  class  legisla- 
tion; we  shall  have  the  few  and  the  select 
legislated  for ;  but  the  masses  will  not  be  legis- 
lated for.  I  undertake  to  say  that  this  is  purely 
a  party  "  move,"  made  in  the  interests  of  Uie 
particular  party  which  dominates  at  the  present 
time ;  and  I  say  it  is  unfair  for  the  Premier  to 
ask  this  House  now  to  pass  a  measure  which 
will  only  come  into  force  three  years  hence. 
What  is  the  reason  of  this?  Why  are  not 
honourable  members  to  be  allowed  time  for 
reflection  ?  Why  are  the  electors  not  to  have 
time  to  think  over  what  is  being  done?  It 
is  true  that  at  the  hustings  the  party  which 
now  dominates  declared  in  favour  of  this  Bill. 
I  know  it  was  one  of  the  pleuiks  in  their  plat- 
form. And  it  is  also  true  that  the  Press — nine- 
tenths  of  which  are  under  the  influence  of  that 
party — advocated  a  reduction  in  the  number  of 
members.  The  Premier  may  think  it  his  duty 
to  his  party  to  bring  this  measure  in ;  but  I  say 
that  before  long  the  electors  will  awaken  to 
the  fact  that  their  rights  are  being  token  from 
them,  and  that  a  serious  injury  is  now  being 
done  to  them.  Why  should  they  not  have  time 
to  think  over  this  measure  ?  Why  should  they 
not  have  time  to  think  over  it  before  it  will 
oome  into  operation  ?  It  is  not  to  have  effect 
until  three  years.  The  object,  of  course,  is,  in 
passing  this  Bill,  to  prevent  electors  and  mem- 
bers from  reconsidering  the  question.  If  at 
any  time  they  attempt  to  review  their  decision 
they  will  be  mot  by  this  statement :  that  when 
they  came  up  to  the  House  they  voted  for  this 
measure ;  and  the  party  now  in  power  will  de- 
cline to  have  the  question  reopened.  There 
will  be  no  chance  daring  the  next  two  sessions 
to  go  back.  And  what  I  say  is  that  time 
should  be  given  for  reflection.  If  that  time 
is  given  I  undertake  to  say  that  this  measure 
vrill  never  be  passed  by  tms  House.  Let  the 
Ur.  Stddon 


honourable  member  for  Caversham  insist  upon 
his  Limitation  of  Votes  BiU  being  passed,  and 
so  put  a  restriction  upon  the  property  vote ; 
let  us  insist  upon  havmg  a  proper  system  of 
local  government,  with  a  fair  ^stribution  of 
moneys :  and  then  perhaps  we  may  consider  the 
question  of  reducing  the  number  of  members. 
What  did  the  honourable  member  for  Christ- 
church  North  say  when  he  introduced  the  Bill 
by  which  he  abolished  the  provinces — and  the 
Premier  was  then  a  member  of  his  Cabinet : 
he  pledged  himself  that  a  substitute  should 
be  foand  for  the  local  government  which  was 
then  being  taken  away — a  substitute  which 
would  be  beneficial  to  the  interests  of  the 
people.  The  rights  of  the  people  were  taken 
away  from  them.  They  were  given  increased 
representation  in  1881,  because  the  present 
Premier  and  his  party  did  not  see  their  way 
clear  to  find  a  substitute  for  the  local  govern- 
ment which  had  been  taken  away ;  and  now, 
when  we  have  one  hundred  and  fifty  thousand 
more  people  than  we  had  in  1881,  the  repre- 
sentation of  the  people  is  to  be  so  reduced  that 
they  will  have  fewer  members  in  this  House 
than  they  had  at  the  time  when  the  provincial 
system  was  swept  away.  I  hope,  in  the  interests 
of  the  people,  that  this  Bill  will  not  be  passed. 
As  regards  the  Maori  representation,  I  have 
said  that  some  party  feeling  was  shown  in  this 
Bill.  I  think  the  Premier  will  admit  with  me 
that  in  sweeping  away  a  portion  of  the  Native 
representation,  as  it  is  proposed  to  do,  a  wrong 
is  being  done  to  the  Natives  of  the  South 
Island,  which  part  of  the  colony  is  no  longer, 
under  this  measure,  to  have  a  representative. 
It  is  bad  enough,  in  all  truth,  to  have  taken 
away  from  them  the  whole  of  their  land,  to 
have  given  them  a  mere  pittance  for  it,  to 
have  made  only  a  few  paltry  reserves ;  but  it  is 
far  worse,  having  done  that,  to  now  take  away 
from  them  their  right  of  representation  in  this 
House,  which  they  have  enjoyed  for  years.  It 
is  an  act  of  the  grossest  hardship,  the  grossest 
injustice.  Why  is  it  done  ?  Is  it  because  the 
present  representative  for  the  Southern  Maori 
Electoral  District,  acting  from  an  instinct  and 
a  desire  to  do  what  is  right  to  the  people, 
has  thought  it  best  to  sit  on  this  side  of  the 
House?  Is  it  as  a  punishment  for  that  that 
the  Native  people*  in  the  South  Island  arc  to 
be  deprived  of  their  representation  ?  Could  a 
greater  wrong  be  done  than  is  proposed  to 
be  done  under  this  Bill  ?  If  I  am  a  judge 
of  Native  character,  if  I  am  a  judge  of  the 
honourable  gentleman  who  here  represents  the 
Natives  of  the  South  Island,  he  will  send  in  his 
resignation  and  leave  the  House,  because,  know- 
ing that  he  cannot  be  in  accord  with  the  present 
Government  or  their  legislation,  he  may  hope 
by  so  doing  to  save  the  representation  of  the 
Natives  of  the  South  Island.  I  am  suro  he 
would  rather  do  that  than  consent  to  become 
subject  to  the  "  hob-nailed-boot "  process  which 
honourable  gentlemen  have  had  time  after 
time  in  this  House  to  put  up  with  unless  they 

I  would  change  their  side.  I  say  that  the  honour- 
able {gentleman  does  not  merit  the  punishment 
that  IS  proposed  to  be  meted  oat  to  him  by  this 
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BQI.  He  has  done  his  dnty  to  those  who  have 
aent  him  heie  ;  he  is  well  liked  by  honourable 
members  on  both  sides  of  the  House ;  his  vote 
has  been  given  conscientiously  ;  and,  taking 
into  oonsideration  the  small  amount  that  will 
be  laved  by  doing  away  with  that  representa- 
tion, and  knowing  the  soreness  that  would 
exist  in  the  minds  of  the  Natives  who  are 
to  be  deprived  of  their  representation,  I  say 
it  will  be  better  for  the  colony  that  such  a 

Soposal  should  not  be  given  effect  to.  The 
aoris  are  a  noble  race.  They  are  fast  dying 
oat.  Iiet  them  not,  in  passing  away,  think 
that  we  are  taking  their  land  from  them — 
potting  them  into  a  subservient  position,  and 
then  taking  away  from  them  their  rights  of 
representation.  I  will  put  this  to  the  Premier 
and  to  the  Oovermnent :  Have  they  not  other 
measures  of  far  greater  importance  that  are 
necessary  to  be  pushed  on  instead  of  this  7  We 
shall  have  Christmas  here  in  about  three  weeks, 
we  have  only  fourteen  or  fifteen  more  sitting- 
days,  and  yet  he  has  never  attempted  to  touch 
the  question  of  finance.  Why  should  this 
question  of  finance  be  lost  sight  of?  Why 
thould  we  be  asked  to  pass  measures  that  are 
not  to  come  into  force  for  three  years,  and,  in 
tbe  meantime,  to  pass  over  matters  which  are 
of  the  greatest  importance  at  tbe  present  time  ? 
Here  we  have  New  Zealand  bonds  down  to  £94, 
and  in  two  or  three  days  perbaps  we  shall 
have  them  down  to  £90.  Such  being  the 
financial  position  of  the  country,  why  should 
we  be  asked  to  devote  our  time  to  questions  of 
this  sort  ?  I  think  that  the  Premier  is  playing 
^th  the  Honse ;  he  is  playing  with  us  as  if  we 
were  a  lot  of  schoolboys,  not  as  men  sent  here 
to  represent  the  people.  It  is  the  honourable 
gentleman's  first  duty  to  put  the  finances  of  the 
country  on  a  sound  footing. 

Major  ATKINSON.— Hear,  hear. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— Then  why  does  the  honour- 
able gentleman  not  do  it?  Why  are  we  not 
allowed  to  express  our  opinions  upon  the  finan- 
cial proi>osalB  of  tbe  Government  7  Why  is 
the  honourable  gentleman  not  in  Committee 
on  the  estimates,  showing  us  how  he  can  carry 
out  retrenchment  in  a  fair  and  reasonable 
manner?  Why  is  he  not  doing  that,  instead  of 
dealing  with  questions  which  cannot  affect  the 
country  for  three  years  to  come  7  If  honour- 
able gentlemen  were  of  the  same  way  of  think- 
ing as  I  am  we  should  stop  any  further  legis- 
lation, any  further  Bills,  dealing  with  questions 
of  this  sort,  or  progressing  one  single  step,  until 
this  qnestion  of  finance  was  distinctly  and  de- 
cidedly dealt  with.  I  cannot  help  wondering 
how  it  is  that  the  honourable  gentlemen  be- 
hind him  are  allowing  the  Premier  to  run  riot 
in  the  way  that  he  is  doing.  There  is  nothing, 
to  my  mind,  so  important  as  the  finance  of 
tbe  colony,  nothing  so  necessary  as  placing  it 
on  a  sound  footing  at  once  ;  and  if  the  honour- 
able gentleman  would  withdraw  this  Bill  and 
allow  Ds  to  deal  with  the  question  of  finance 
he  would  ba  doing  justice  to  himself  and 
justice  to  the  colony.  I  admit  that  he  is 
pledged  to  jklss  this  measure  ;  that  his  party — 
that  a  majority  of  the  House — is  pledged  to  a 


reduction  of  the  number  of  members ;  that  that 
was  the  pledge  they  gave  on  the  hustings : 
but  it  was  not  at  that  time  thought  for  a 
moment  that  we  should  get  within  ten  oi 
twelve  days  of  the  prorogation  without  the 
financial  question  having  been  touched.  The 
honourable  gentleman  at  the  head  of  the 
Government  has  told  this  House  and  the 
country  that  retrenchment  is  tbe  first  question 
to  be  dealt  with.  What  reason  is  there,  then, 
why  the  honourablii  gentleman  should  not  at 
once  go  into  the  estimates,  and,  taking  each 
class,  toll  us  exactly  where  he  proposes  to  make 
reductions  7  Only  this :  that  this  Bill  and 
others  are  to  be  kept  before  honourable  mem- 
bers, our  time  is  to  be  taken  up  in  discussing 
these  matters,  until  the  last  moment,  and  then 
the  honourable  gentleman's  usual  tactics  will 
obtain,  and  we  shall  be  kept  the  whole  night, 
perhaps  the  next  day,  and  then  have  to  pass 
the  estimates  in  globo,  not  having  time  to 
reason  out  the  financial  proposals  of  the  Go- 
vernment, but  being  bound  to  pass  them  just 
as  the  honourable  gentleman  wishes.  If  other 
honourable  members  consider  that  that  is  the 
right  way  to  treat  the  representatives  of  the 
people,  or  that  it  is  treating  the  people  of  New 
ZeaJand  as  they  deserve  to  be  treated,  I,  for 
one,  must  demur  to  it.  I  protest  against  the 
Bill  going  further,  etnd,  if  in  order,  I  would 
move.  That  the  further  consideration  of  this 
Bill  be  postponed  until  the  financial  proposals 
of  the  Government  have  been  dealt  with  as  a 
whole.  I  have  proposed  that  on  another  Bill, 
and  I  am  consistent  in  proposing  it  now.  The 
Government  cannot  take  it  as  a  no-confidence 
question,  because  they  have  not  done  so  on 
another  Bill.  I  do  so  simply  as  a  protest.  I 
do  not  think  I  shall  be  able  to  carry  the  amend- 
ment. 

An  Hon.  Mbmbkb. — Why  not  7 

Mr.  SEDDON. — Because  there  is  a  subser- 
vient majority  following  the  honourable  gentle- 
man at  the  head  of  the  Government  rightly  or 
wrongly  ;  and,  it  matters  not  what  the  question 
may  be,  the  honourable  gentleman  will  tell 
them  that  if  they  carry  an  amendment  it  will 
mean  that  he  will  have  to  retire ;  and,  under 
that  threat  held  over  them  night  after  night 
and  day  after  day,  wc  find  honourable  members 
going  into  the  lobby  and  passing  measures 
against  which  they  have  conscientious  convic- 
tions. I  undertake  to  say  that  the  majority  of 
this  House,  if  they  vote  for  this  Bill  and  leave 
over  the  question  of  finance,  will  not  be  voting 
in  accordance  with  their  election-pledges  or 
according  to  their  conscientious  convictions. 
Sir,  I  move,  as  an  amendment,  That  the 
further  consideration  of  this  Bill  be  postponed 
until  the  financial  proposals  of  the  Government 
ore  dealt  with  as  a  whole. 

Mr.  FISH. — I  rise  to  a  point  of  order.  Is  it 
right  that  members  of  this  House  should  be 
going  round  to  other  honourable  members  and 
asking  them  how  they  are  going  to  vote  on  this 
measure  ? 

Mr.  SEDDON.— I  was  going  to  say  that  it  is 
an  unusual  thing  to  see  one  member  of  a  party 
asking  how  other  honourable  gentlemen  aia 
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going  to  vote ;  and  I,  for  one,  object  to  private 
pledges  being  given  when  the  debate  la  pro- 
ceeding. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— I  do  not  think  there  is  any 
objection  to  one  honourable  member  conversing 
with  another  on  the  Eubjeot  of  debate. 

Sir  J.  VO GEL.  — The  amendment  of  the 
honourable  member  for  Kumara  raises  a  widely- 
different  question  from  that  which  relates  to  the 
measure  itself.  I  have  already  stated  that  I 
shall  not  oppose  this  Bill,  although  I  am  afraid 
its  consequences  will  be  very  much  lamented 
by  the  colony  in  the  course  of  time.  But,  as  to 
the  qnestion  raised  by  the  honourable  member 
for  Kumara,  as  to  the  session  being  so  near  its 
end  without  our  having  considered  the  financial 
provisions,  I  cannot  help  thinking  there  is  a 
great  deal  of  force  in  what  the  honourable 
gentleman  said.  Since  I  stated  to  the  House 
last  week  that  I  would  help  the  Government  to 
push  on  this  session  to  its  termination,  I  have 
strictly  kept  to  that  determination.  I  have 
spoken  very  little  myself,  and  I  have  preferred 
lather  to  see  Bills  go  through  with  a  hasty  dis- 
oussion  than  to  raise  a  question  as  to  whether 
it  would  be  better  to  put  oft  Bills  until  next 
Mssion.  But  I  cannot  help  thinking  the  honour- 
able gentleman  at  the  head  of  the  Govern- 
ment must  recognise  tlie  faimeBs  of  what  I  am 
about  to  say.  If  it  be  the  case  that  the  session 
is  to  end  in  about  fourteen  or  fifteen  days, 
the  time  has  come  when  he  should  put  the 
House  in  possession,  as  far  as  ho  is  able  to  do 
80,  of  the  intentions  of  the  Government  with 
regard  to  business  daring  the  remainder  of  the 
session ;  and  I  think  the  honourable  member 
for  Kumara  should  be  contented — at  any  rate, 
I  should  be  contented — if,  say,  to-morrow,  or 
next  day  at  the  latest,  he  would  give  the 
House  an  idea  of  what  is  the  course  of  busi- 
ness he  proposes,  so  that  honourable  members 
may  be  able  to  give  their  attention  to  that  part 
of  the  business  which  is  considered  to  be  of 
the  most  importance.  I  think  the  honour- 
able gentleman  might  be  able  to  give  us  an 
idea  of  when  the  Public  Works  Statement  will 
be  down,  and  when  the  discussion  relating  to 
the  provisions  for  the  year  and  the  policy  in 
relation  to  loans  will  be  taken ;  and,  further,  ii 
he  will  give  us  an  idea  of  the  measures  he 
thinks  he  will  bo  able  to  carry  this  session  and 
what  he  will  be  content  to  leave  for  next  ses- 
sion. I  must  express  the  hope  that  the  honour- 
able gentleman  will  understand  that  I  am  not 
speaking  in  a  hostile  manner ;  but  I  hope  he 
will  bo  able  to  give  us  some  information  on 
the  points  I  have  mentioned  ;  and,  if  he  will  do 
that,  I,  for  one,  will  not  support  the  amend- 
ment now  before  the  House. 

Major  ATKINSON.  — The  Government 
thought  that  after  the  second  reading  of  this 
Bill  we  should  be  in  a  position  to  tell  the  House 
definitely  when  the  Public  Works  Statement 
would  be  down,  and  what  the  general  course 
of  business  would  be.  The  request  of  the 
honourable  gentleman  is  very  reasonable.  We 
have,  though  not  from  the  honourable  gentle- 
man, mot  with  a  great  deal  of  obstruction  from 
somo  honourable  members,  and  we  have  been 
lir.Seddon 


delayed  many  days  in  consequence ;  but  I  aay 
that,  if  this  Bill  is  read  a  second  time  to-day,^ 
as  I  have  no  doubt  it  will  be, — I  shall  be  pre- 
pared to-morrow  to  state  the  course  of  business 
which  the  Government  propose  to  follow. 

Mr.  Samuel. — I  have  «ery  great  pleasnra 
in  seconding  this  amendment.  I  am  very  sorry 
to  find  that  the  Government  think  it  necessary 
to  bring  in  this  Bill  at  the  present  time.  There 
is  plenty  of  time  to  meet  the  present  demand 
for  retrenchment,  and  to  remove  to  a  certain 
extent  the  depression,  and  then  we  can  see 
whether  or  not  it  is  necessary  to  reduce  the 
number  of  members  of  this  House.  I  am  one 
of  those  who  hold  that  it  will  be  a  great  injury 
to  the  country  to  reduce  the  number  of  mem- 
bers. Without  prating  about  Liberalism  or 
Conservatism,  without  using  the  word  "  liberal " 
in  a  way  which  has  brought  it  to  be  a  byword, 
I  say  that,  for  the  good  of  the  inbabitante  of 
the  colony,  they  should  be  amply  represented 
in  Parliament,  and  that  the  management  of 
affairs  should  not  fall  into  the  hands  of  a 
few,  and  these  to  a  great  extent  the  moneyed 
class.  It  should  be  the  object  of  every  man 
who  comes  up  here  to  represent  his  fellow- 
creatures  to  do  his  best  for  those  who  are 
weakest,  and  to  try  to  do  most  for  those  who 
oan  do  least  for  themselves  ;  but  if  we  are  going 
to  commit  the  government  of  the  coontiy  into 
the  hands  of  a  few  persons  we  shall  be  domg  an 
enormous  injury  to  the  weaker  classes  in  this 
colony.  If  the  government  of  this  country  does 
fall  into  the  hands  of  a  few,  I  venture  to  say 
that  we  shall  have  those  who  come  under  the 
class  of  professional  politicians  too  fully  repre- 
sented in  this  House.  I  am  not  casting  any 
unworthy  aspersion  upon  that  class  of  poli- 
ticians, for  I  believe  that  a  country  cannot 
be  well  governed  without  a  number  of  profes- 
sional politicians.  We  must  have  a  number 
of  able  men  to  devote  themselves  to  politics, 
to  study  politics,  to  find  out  how  different 
systems  of  politics  in  other  parte  of  the 
world  work,  and  to  devote  themselves  al- 
most exclusively  to  the  study  of  politics.  I 
am  not  one  of  those  who  say,  "  Let  us  exclude 
those  who  look  to  politics  for  their  reward  in 
life — let  us  exclude  them  from  the  govern- 
ment of  the  country."  On  the  contrary,  I  say 
if  we  do  not  have  men  who  will  make  a  study 
of  politics  we  shall  not  have  the  nation  well 
governed ;  but  I  also  say  we  should  not  have 
that  class  unduly  represented  in  the  House  of 
Representatives  or  the  Legislative  Council.  We 
ought  to  have  a  clause  of  men  who  have  to  work 
for  their  bread  outside  of  politics,  a  class  of  men 
who  find  how  these  schemes  agree  or  do  not 
agree  with  the  general  well-being  of  the  inhabi- 
tants of  the  colony;  we  ought  to  have  a  cer- 
tain number  of  texpayers,  and  wo  ought  also 
to  have  a  certain  number  of  property-owners — 
men  who  find  how  the  measures  which  are 
brought  before  us  operate  for  the  good  or  ill  of 
different  classes  of  the  community.  If  we  have 
a  sufficient  number  of  each  of  those  classes, 
BufBicient  to  hold  the  balance  between  the 
contending  parties  of  professional  politicians 
and  experte,  we  shall  have  the  country  well 
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gOTemed.  I  am  aoiry  to  we  so  many  memben 
«B  both  sides  of  the  House  nnitiiig  to  pass  this 
measure.  I  am  afraid  that,  in  the  end,  we  shall 
have  both  parties  agreeing  to  ooalitions,  and 
then  we  shall  have  what  we  have  seen  in  the 
past,  one  of  the  worst  examples  of  Government 
which  could  possibly  be  imagined — a  Govern- 
ment without  principles,  a  Government  guided 
«nly  by  expediency.  I  agree  with  a  great 
ieal  of  what  has  fallen  from  the  honourable 
member  for  Kumara.  I  consider  that  we  ought 
to  have  such  a  financial  proposal  fully  brought 
before  us  by  the  Government  before  we  begin 
tinJcering  with  such  an  imjmrtant  measure  as 
we  are  now  discussmg.  One  by  one  the  Bills 
*re  being  brought  before  us  ;  yet  we  have  not 
had  the  particular  Bill  now  being  debated  even 
mentioned  in  the  financial  proposals  brought 
down.  What  are  these  proposals  but  cheese- 
paring? If  you  are  going  to  put  the  colony  in 
•  sound  condition  financially,  what  is  the  use 
of  reducing  the  number  of  members  of  this 
House ;  what  is  the  use  of  thus  curtailing  the 
nrtvilegea  of  the  people;  what  is  the  use  of 
forcing  on  the  people  of  the  colony,  who  are 
now  heavily  taxed,  and  who  have  to  be  still 
more  heavily  taxed  in  the  future — forcing  upon 
them  the  necessity  of  being  governed  not  by 
their  own  members,  but  by  men  who  are 
•lected  by  districts  which  have  hitherto  been 
bxtked  npon  as  foreign  to  themselves?  How 
many  parts  of  this  colony  are  there  which  will 
be  disfranchised  by  this  Bill  ?  I  say  that  from 
ono  end  of  the  colony  to  the  other  there  will 
be  nothing  but  dissatisfaction — one  widespread 
feeling  that  the  people  of  the  colony  are  being 
orushed  by  taxation,  and  that  they  have  no 
oontrol  over  the  moneys  they  have  paid  in 
taxation.  I  shall  vote  against  this  Bill,  and 
I  do  trust  that  before  it  is  passed  we  shall 
have  the  financial  proposals  of  the  Qovemment 
folly  before  us ;  and  that,  if  wo  do  not  see  that 
those  proposals  are  lilcely  to  relieve  depression 
without  its  being  necessary  to  pass  such  a  Bill 
as  this,  we  shall  then  choose  a  better  Govern- 
ment than  the  hononrable  gentlemen  on  those 
benches,  and  not  proceed  to  the  extremity  of 
spoiling  the  good  government  of  the  colony  for 
the  sake  of  keeping  those  honourable  gentlemen 
in  office. 

Sir  J.  VOGEL.— Will  the  Hon.  the  Premier 
also  state  what  course  he  proposes  to  take 
with  regard  to  the  onfinishea  debato  on  the 
Financial  Statement? 

Major  ATKINSOK.— Yes ;  I  shall  state  that 
also. 

Mr.  FISH. — I  beg  to  move  the  adjournment 
of  the  House,  in  order  to  protest  against  the  re- 
marks which  have  just  fallen  from  the  Premier. 
The  honourable  gentleman  said  that,  .although 
be  had  not  received  any  obstruction  from  the 
leader  of  the  Opposition,  he  had  received  con- 
siderable obstruction  from  other  members  of 
this  House.  I  do  not  think  honourable  mem- 
bers ought  to  allow  that  statement  to  pass  un- 
ehallenged.  I  defy  the  honourable  gentleman 
to  prove  that  there  has  in  the  slightest  degree 
bean  obstruction  in  the  passage  of  his  measures. 
The  obstruction  to  business  has  emanated  from 


the  honourable  gentleman  himself,  and  I  pro- 
test most  indignantly  against  honourable  gentle- 
men being  charged  with  obstruction  when  such 
has  not  been  offered. 

Sii  3.  VOOEIi.— If  the  hononrable  gentle- 
man looks  at  the  number  of  Bills  which  were 
passed  through  all  their  stages  lost  week  he 
must  surely  be  convinced  that  there  is  no 
honourable  member  on  our  side  who  has  pur- 
posely delayed  business.  As  to  any  members 
who  think  they  have  something  to  say  which 
the  House  or  the  country  ought  to  hear,  the 
honourable  gentleman's  experience  ought  to 
have  taught  him  that  attacks  of  the  kind  would 
not  stop  them.  That  there  has  been  any  orga- 
nized attempt  on  the  part  of  any  two  members 
to  delay  the  business  I  entirely  deny. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— I  think  if  the  Premier  were 
to  deal  fairly  with  the  House  he  would  admit 
that  he  made  a  mistake  in  saying  that  he  had 
met  with  obstruction.  Wo  passed  three  Bills 
on  Friday — the  Governor's  Salary  and  Allow- 
ances Bill,  the  Bill  reducing  the  payment  to 
Ministers,  and  the  Bill  relating  to  the  payment 
of  members.  I  think  to  have  got  through 
those  three  measures  in  one  week  would  have 
been  good  work,  but  to  have  got  them  through 
in  two  nights  was  an  achievement  which  hM 
never  before  been  witnessed  in  the  history  of 
New  Zealand  politics.  One  of  those  measures 
was  quite  sufficient  for  one  night.  I  ask  the 
Premier  to  remember  that  those  Bills  were 
allowed  to  pass  through  their  final  stages, 
when  that  could  have  been  delayed  by  objeo- 
tion  being  raised  by  one  honourable  member. 
Every  facility  was  given  to  the  Premier 
to  advance  those  Bills  to  another  place.  Sir, 
I  say  this :  that  I,  for  one,  am  not  prepared 
to  give  up  my  right  to  discuss  fairly  and  freely 
measures  that  come  before  the  House,  and 
to  have  it  said  that  in  discussing  them  that  is 
obstruction.  Will  the  Premier  tell  the  House 
that  in  passing  the  vast  number  of  important 
Bills  which  were  passed  lost  week  honourable 
members  were  guilty  of  obstruction  ?  If  there 
has  been  any  wrong  done  at  all  it  is  that 
measures  which  should  have  been  more  freely 
discussed  have  not  met  with  that  discussion 
which  their  importance  demanded ;  and  it  was 
on  account  of  the  want  of  time  that  we  re- 
frained from  discussing  these  Bills  fully. 
Sometimes  this  practice  may  cause  a  great  deal 
of  injury.  For  myself,  I  say  that  I  have  not 
offered  any  obstruction,  and  that  I  do  not  in- 
tend to  obstruct ;  but,  where  the  importance  of 
a  measure  demands  a  discussion,  I  will  have 
freedom  of  speech,  and  will  express  my  opinions 
in  reference  to  it. 

Dr.  FITCHETT.  — The  hononrable  gentle- 
man mistakes  the  point.  The  Premier  did  not 
say  that  he  obstructed,  but  that  the  business 
of  the  House  was  obstructed.  Every  one  who 
remembers  that  on  the  Premier's  motion  the 
House  was  shut  up  for  fifteen  days  will  agree 
that  we  had  there  as  colossal  a  piece  of  ob- 
struction as  has  ever  been  known  in  the  history 
of  New  Zealand  politics. 

Sir  G.  GREY.  — I  nndeistand  that  I  shall 
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lose  my  right  of  speaking  on  the  main  qaestion, 
buivisg  seconded  this  motion  ? 

Mr.  SPEAKEB.— Yes;  the  mover  and 
seconder  of  a  motion  to  adjourn  will  have  for- 
feited their  right  to  speak  on  the  main  ques- 
tion -when  the  motion  for  adjournment  is 
negatived. 

Mr.  SEDDON. — Can  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Auckland  Central  speak  now  to  the 
main  question  ? 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— Yes.  As  the  honourable 
gentleman  did  not  speak  when  he  seconded  the 
motion  for  the  adjournment  of  the  House  he 
can  now  speak  to  that  question,  which  also 
embraces  the  original  motion  and  amend- 
ment. 

Sir  O.  OREY.— While  I  had  not  intended 
to  speak  until  a  later  period  of  the  debate, 
in  order  that  I  might  advance  any  arguments 
that  I  might  have  considered  of  a  substan- 
tial nature,  and  which  I  should  have  used 
in  the  House,  I  propose  to  make  now  a  few 
general  remarks  on  the  subject.  I  simply  wish 
to  point  this  out :  that  I  consider  it  a  most 
nnfair  thing  to  have  introduced  this  measure 
during  the  present  session.  The  Premier  dis- 
tinctly told  us  that  nothing  was  to  be  con- 
sidered but  financial  questions — that  the  main 
thing  was  the  reduction  of  expenditure,  and  that 
that  was  the  one  thing  to  be  attended  to  ;  and 
yet  he  has  hurried  us  on  in  the  most  extraordi- 
nary manner  possible  in  all  the  business  that 
was  before  the  House.  He  has  prevented  e^ny 
private  members  from  bringing  forward  their 
measures  or  motions  by  taking  all  their  days 
from  them — not  one,  but  all ;  and  he  justi- 
fied his  doing  that  by  the  great  necessity 
of  settling  this  one  financial  question  of 
the  reduction  of  expenditure,  which  was  to 
occupy  all  our  thoughts :  and  he  has  now 
brought  forward  a  measure  of  a  totally  dif- 
ferent character.  This  measure  will  not  save 
one  penny  to  the  country  if  it  is  carried  in 
its  present  form.  It  might  quite  as  well  have 
been  brought  forward  next  session  or  the  suc- 
ceeding session.  The  country  could  then  con- 
sider the  various  proposals  made  for  the  re- 
duction of  the  number  of  members,  and  this 
extrsbordinary  advantage  would  be  gained : 
that  he  would  havo  an  opportunity  of  bring- 
ing forward  the  measure  of  local  self-govern- 
ment which  he  intends  to  propose  to  us.  I 
ask  the  honourable  gentleman,  in  all  fair- 
ness, to  consider  this  question.  I  fear  I  have 
little  chance  of  producing  any  great  impression 
in  the  way  of  votes,  because  this  extraordinary 
measure  has  been  adopted  :  The  Government 
have  sent  round  in  tlie  House  in  our  very 
presence  to  ascertain  how  every  member  will 
vote  for  them ;  and  it  is  believed  that  honour- 
able members  will  not  listen  to  any  argument 
that  may  be  used.  I  believe  a  more  insulting 
thing  has  never  been  done  to  the  House  than 
to  send  round  in  the  open  and  unblushing  way 
that  the  Government  did.  Well,  what  is  the 
use  now  of  standing  up  and  talking  ?  We  all 
know  perfectly  well  from  the  Premier's  manner 
that  the  reports  brought  to  him  are  good ;  we 
Sir  a.  Grey 


know  that,  had  the  answers  been  in  a  way  tlutt 
showed  it  would  not  do  to  push  the  Bill  <m 
now,  his  tone  of  voice  would  have  been  altered. 
I  will  give  one  reason  to  honourable  membeta 
why  they  should  not  assent  to  this  measure. 
I  think  they  will  all  say  this :  that  the  nnmber 
of  representatives  in  the  General  Assembly 
should  bear  some  proportion  to  the  numbm 
of  those  under  the  local  self-government 
scheme  which  he  proposes  to  set  up.  If  » 
wise  power  is  given  to  the  bodies  under  this 
scheme  much  legislation  will  not  require  to  be 
carried  out  by  this  House,  and  the  legislation 
to  be  done  would  be  in  proportion  to  the  powers 
that  the  local  bodies  would  possess.  I  ask 
the  House,  what  is  the  rule  that  the  Premier 
hw  always  followed  whenever  he  has  intended 
to  bring  in  some  measure  which  was  to  rob  tho 
people  of  New  Zealand  of  a  considerable  por- 
tion of  the  privileges  they  enjoyed  7  Has  not 
this  always  been  done  ? — They  have  been  told 
that  so  soon  as  an  established  thing  had  been 
got  rid  of,  then  something  new  and  admirable 
would  be  set  up  in  the  place  of  it ;  and 
those  promises  have  been  accompanied  by 
absolute  bribes — promises,  not  real  bribes, 
because  they  have  always  vanished  into  air. 
The  people  have  listened  to  them,  and  we  &U 
know  we  were  told  that  if  we  would  give  up  the 
form  of  local  institutions  that  we  possessed  new 
bodies  should  be  set  up,  to  which  should  be 
given  substantial  endowments.  Every  honour- 
able gentleman  can  recollect  that.  And  what 
endowment  was  ever  given,  what  substantial 
endowments  have  been  afforded,  to  make  re- 
paration for  what  we  have  lost?  Absolutely 
none.  But  I  am  satisfied  that,  if  this  mea- 
sure is  assented  to  before  we  get  any  form 
of  local  self-government,  we  shall  never  get 
any  self-government.  Now  in  regard  to  the 
Natives.  I  ask,  what  can  be  more  admirable 
than  what  they  havo  said  to-night?  They  spoke 
with  great  justice  and  with  great  power,  and 
they  say  the  Government  do  this,  and  then  pre- 
tend to  make  amends  to  them  by  giving  them 
representation,  and  that  the  representation  tliey 
give  thom  is  a  sham.  It  has  gone  forth  thskt 
the  Natives  sitting  in  this  House  exercise  the 
power  they  ought  to  exorcise  in  reference  to 
their  numbers;  and,  whilst  that  is  said,  evezj 
member  here  knows  that  in  truth  the  Natives 
never  hod  their  fair  share  of  representation,  and 
never  exercised  in  this  House  the  power  they 
ought  to  have  done.  The  only  thing  is  that,  on 
some  important  occasion  or  other,  they  have 
been  deluded  by  promises  made  for  certain 
purposes,  and  they  have  given  their  votes  in 
one  block,  that  is,  altogether,  to  save  some  Oo- 
vernment  from  being  thrown  out  of  office.  That 
they  have  done  several  times ;  they  have  been 
wrongly  used ;  but  they  never  have  fairly  ex- 
ercised within  the  walls  of  this  House  the 
powers  that  belong  to  the  representatives  of  the 
Native  race.  And  they  have  asked,  and  I  have 
often  recommended  them  to  ask  it,  that  they 
should  be  treated  exactly  as  the  Europeans 
are,  and  possess  the  some  voting-powers  ex- 
actly in  the  same  manner,  and  that  both  race* 
in  the  representation  question  should  be  blended 
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together  exactly  as  if  they  T?eie  one  people. 
That  priTilege  I  think  they  ought  to  get.  Now, 
the  question  comes 

Major  ATKINSON.— Would  the  honoarable 
gentleman  say  whether  he  means  a  separate 
leraeientation  ? 

Sir  a.  OBEY.— Not  at  all,  nor  do  they  ask  for 
a  separate  representation.  What  I  have  con- 
tended for  is  that  they  onght  to  be  blended 
al)Solately  with  the  European  population,  as  if 
they  were  one  people,  which  they  are  now  quite 
qualified  to  be.  Now  let  me  come  to  the  ques- 
tion of  finance,  and  I  ask  why  that  should  be 
delayed  for  the  parpose  of  considering  this 
totally  unnecessary  matter  on  the  present  occa- 
sion. I  appeal  to  the  House,  and  to  old  mem- 
bers, whether  it  has  not  always  been  the  habit 
of  the  Premier  to  start  the  question  of  finance, 
and  then  never  allow  it  to  be  fairly  considered 
by  the  House.  I  recollect  one  very  memo- 
rable occasion  here  where,  to  the  very  end 
of  the  session,  we  tried  to  get  the  question 
of  finance  brought  forward,  and  could  not 
get  it  done;  and  the  only  chance  of  doing 
it  was  on  the  last  day  previous  to  our  being 
sent  for  by  the  Governor,  and  I  was  in  my 
place  in  the  House  to  speak  on  that  subject 
and  to  expose  the  shortcomings  of  the  Qo- 
vemment,  when  the  gentleman  who  occu- 
pied the  chair  of  the  Speaker,  in  the  Speaker's 
absence,  absolutely  refused  to  allow  any  mem- 
ber to  speak  within  the  walla  of  the  House.  I 
think  that  was  the  most  disgraceful  breach  of 
the  rules  that  Parliament  has  ever  committed, 
and  it  was  committed  with  the  connivance  of 
the  honourable  gentleman  on  that  occasion, 
because  he,  as  leader  of  the  House,  sat  on 
the  opposite  side  and  allowed  a  wrong  ruling 
to  be  given,  and  Parliament  to  be  shut  out 
from  its  privilege  of  speaking ;  and  then  the 
Acting- Speaker,  when  I  insisted  on  the  right, 
got  out  of  the  chair  and  left  it,  and  went 
and  sat  in  the  chair  occupied  by  the  Clerk  of 
Parliaments ;  and  the  House  for  a  time  was 
left  without  a  Speaker  purposely  that  the  voice 
of  members  might  be  closed,  and  no  debate 
or  commentary  whatever  should  be  allowed  on 
the  financial  condition  of  the  colony.  And  I 
aay  the  effort  made  now  to  bring  this  variety  of 
Bills  forward  before  the  great  financial  ques- 
tion is  settled,  before  we  have  determined  what 
reductions  shall  be  made,  is  done  with  the  de- 
hbeiate  intention  of  preventing  our  going  into 
the  estimates  and  rigidly  and  carefully  con- 
sidering every  item  of  expenditure.  I  am  as 
sure  as  that  I  am  standing  here  that  that  object 
will  be  secured ;  that  again  Parliament  will  be, 
I  may  say,  made  fools  of,  because  it  really 
comes  to  that,  and  the  country  will  be  shut 
out  of  that  knowledge  of  its  finances  of  which 
it  ought  to  be  in  possession.  Then,  I  would 
ask  this :  What  are  we  to  gain  by  losing  the 
power  of  debating  the  finances  ?  What  object 
IS  there  in  passing  this  measure  now  1  Will 
honourable  gentlemen  all  resign  their  seats 
when  it  is  passed  ?  If  it  were  enacted  that  this 
Parliament  should  terminate  the  moment  the 
Bill  was  passed ;  if  we  brought  about  great  re- 
daction of  expenditure ;  if  we  brought  about  a 


new  system  for  the  oondnot  of  the  public  servos 
of  the  colony ;  if  we  made  those  great  and  bene* 
fioial  changes  whioh  we  might  do,  if  we  reduced 
our  expenditure  within  the  narrow  limits  it 
should  occupy — if  we  had  done  all  that,  then 
we  might  deal  with  this  question  of  the  re- 
duction in  number  of  members ;  we  might, 
with  propriety,  pass  a  Bill  greatly  reducing 
the  number  of  members,  and  saving  a  great 
expense  to  the  oountty ;  then  get  rid  of  our- 
selves, and  give  the  people  of  the  coimtry 
an  opportunity  of  electing  a  new  House  under 
the  new  system  of  representation,  to  cany 
out  the  great  and  beneficial  changes  whioh 
we  had  introduced,  whilst  the  saving  made 
would  instantly  commence,  instead  of  being 
delayed  for  three  years.  We  should  then 
show  that  we  were  really  a  band  of  patriots 
doing  our  duty.  That  would  be  something 
worth  doing — to  give  the  people  a  new  basis  to 
stand  upon,  to  give  them  a  rigid  system  of 
finance,  and  to  give  them  a  now  Parliament 
to  carry  that  out.  That  would  be  a  proposition 
worthy  of  a  statesman  ;  but  for  honourable 
members  to  vote  that,  after  they  have  been  a 
short  time  in  office,  they  are  still  to  have  two 
or  two  and  a  half  years  to  occupy  this  Chamber 
in  greater  numbers  than  the  country  requires, 
and  at  a  greater  expense,  and  this  for  their 
personal  benefit — for  them  to  do  that,  and  to 
say,  "  Having  thought  of  ourselves,  and  secured 
ourselves  in  office  for  the  time  we  were  elected 
for,  when  we  knew  that  the  number  of  mem- 
bers was  greater  than  was  necessary,  we  will 
insist  on  our  successors  economizing,"  that 
would  be  veiy  wrong  indeed.  Is  it  worthy  of 
honourable  members  to  do  that?  Is  it  not 
better,  if  they  really  think  the  number  of 
members  is  beyond  what  New  Zealand  re- 
quires, that  they  should  say  that,  after  the  end 
of  this  session,  when  they  have  done  all  they 
could  do  to  benefit  New  Zealand,  they  will 
get  out  of  the  way,  and  let  the  people  elect 
the  proper  number  of  members  to  sit  here, 
and  thus  immediately  save  an  expenditure 
they  know  to  be  unneoessary  ?  Is  not  that 
their  bounden  duty?  I  appeal  to  all  honour- 
able members  to  say  so.  But  there  is  no  in- 
tention of  doing  that ;  not  at  all.  The  same 
party  will  be  made  use  of  to  carry  this  mea- 
sure which  has  been  allowed  to  do  the  things 
which  have  been  done  this  session ;  to  do  the 
things  we  saw  done  the  other  night  by  which 
large  runs  and  vast  possessions  are  to  be  given 
to  a  foreign  company  in  fee-simple  for  a  long 
period  of  time — that  is,  for  ever.  To  say  that, 
and  that  the  people  are  to  be  robbed  of  land 
to  an  almost  incredible  extent,  millions  of 
acres — to  carry  that  by  the  majority  wliich  the 
Government  has  here  at  present  is  a  very  great 
wrong.  And,  then,  what  is  the  Premier,  care- 
less of  all  argument,  about  to  do?  He  will 
have  got  you  to  do  that,  and,  then,  with  the 
same  majority  whioh  has  enabled  him  to  do 
these  things,  he  is  to  remain  in  office  for  yet 
two  years,  to  enable  those  plans  to  enrich  great 
companies  to  be  completed.  It  is,  to  me,  as  if 
some  necromancer  sat  here  such  as  we  have 
read  of  in  Eastern  tales,  who  had  slaves — 
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a  glaye  of  a,  riog,  or  a  slave  ot  a  casket,  or  a 
slave  of — ^nbat  shELlI  I  say  ? 

An  Hon.  Membeb. — A  bank. 

Sir  G.  OBEY.— Yes,  a  slave  of  a  bank,  as 
some  bononrable  member  says,  to  help  on  his 
followers  etill  further  to  rob  the  people  of  the 
country,  as  he  has  done  within  the  last  week  or 
ten  days.  That  is  what  the  coarse  of  pro- 
ceedings is  to  be ;  and,  after  all  these  thinga 
have  been  achieved,  then  let  the  spirits  who 
accomplished  it  be  dismissed.  Their  work  will 
have  been  achieved,  and  then  a  new  state  of 
things  is  to  be  introduced ;  and  the  number  of 
members  is  to  be  reduced,  to  carry  on  the  same 
system  for  a  time.  I  am  snro  all  honourable 
members  will  feel  with  me  that  this  is  an  un- 
necessary measure ;  that  it  is  better  for  the 
coontry  that  those  who  have  done  these  things 
vithin  the  last  few  days  should  return  to  their 
constituents  when  this  session  is  over,  and  that 
a  new  Parliament  under  this  Bill,  if  it  is  to  be 
passed,  reduced  in  number,  shall  bo  sent  back 
by  the  people,  who  will  then  have  these  things 
fresh  in  their  memory.  Let  the  people  of  New 
Zealand  do  that  before  they  have  forgotten 
what  has  been  done ;  because  it  is  the  very 
essence  of  punishment  that  it  should  follow 
quickly  on  the  crime.  Let  this  Parliament,  if 
It  chooses,  reduce  the  number  of  members, 
and  then  let  the  people  of  New  Zealand,  in 
the  new  elections  which  will  immediately 
take  place,  stato  whether  they  approve  of  the 
action  of  those  who  have  robbed  this  country 
for  ever  of  millions  of  acres  of  land — whether 
they  approve  that  the  people  who,  from 
being  unable  to  obtain  lauds  on  fair  terms, 
have  been  reduced  to  poverty  throughout 
the  country,  should  now  have  no  hope  of 
acquiring  land  hereafter ;  and  whether  they 
approve  of  great  foreign  companies  obtain- 
ing possession  of  vast  areas  of  land  to  be 
given  to  them,  and  which  we  did  not  know 
until  within  the  lost  few  days  would  be  given 
to  them.  Lot  the  people  say  whether  they 
approve  of  that,  or  return  new  members  who 
will,  as  far  as  possible,  remedy  the  evils  which 
have  been  done.  I  wish  I  had  not  been  hur- 
ried on  to  cpeak  until  I  hod  beard  further 
arguments  used,  for  I  have  not  yet  heard  one 
in  favour  of  this  measure.  But  I  still  believe 
there  ore  left  in  this  House  some  who  will  yet 
rise  to  answer  those  arguments,  and  that  when 
the  division  takes  place  there  are  some  who  will 
recollect  what  they  owe  to  the  people  of  the 
country,  and  who  will  not  support  a  measure 
providing  for  the  benefit  of  this  Parliament 
and  reducing  the  number  of  members  who  are 
to  follow  them.  Let  them  put  into  the  Bill 
an  amendment,  which  we  can  yet  make,  that 
it  shall  take  effect  immediately  aftor  the  close 
of  this  session.    Let  that  justice  be  done  to  the 

feople  of  Hew  Zealand.  I  say  let  it  be  done : 
ut  I  speak  without  hope.  I  live  at  present 
without  hope  to  do  anything.  But  I  do 
believe  that  some  others  will  give  utterance  to 
snch  vigorous  sentiments  and  enter  such  pro- 
tests as  they  ought  against  this  measure  that 
the  Premier  may  yet  be  compelled,  notwith- 
standing promises  just  now  given  to  the  Hoose 
Sir  a.  Qrey 


— promises  which  I  believe  he  knew  to  be  de 
lusive — I  say  that  he  yet  ma^  be  compelled  to 
give  an  opportunity  to  consider  the  finances 
before  we  go  on  with  this  measure.  I  cannot 
conceive  uiat  promises  to  vote  for  this  mea- 
sure should  have  been  extorted  before  the  debate 
is  concluded.  I  think  it  was  a  crime  to  de- 
mand such  promises  under  such  circumstances, 
and  an  abuse  which  this  House  ought  not  to 
sanction ;  and  I  hope  honourable  gentlemen 
will  vigorously  do  that  which  they  conceive  to 
be  their  duty  on  this  occasion,  and,  if  they  do, 
that  ^ey  will  prevent  this  measure  being  dis- 
posed of  before  we  have  thoroughly  considered 
the  finances  of  the  country. 

Mr.  FISHER.— Sir,  if  I  do  not  succeed  in 
making  anything  else  clear,  I  should  like  to 
make  this  clear :  that  if  this  Bill  is  not  passed 
this  session  it  will  not  be  passed  during  the 

E resent  Parliament.  And  I  urge  it  upon  those 
onourable  gentlemen  who  claim  to  sit  here 
as  the  representatives  of  "  Liberalism "  and 
as  the  representatives  of  all  that  concerns  the 
interests  of  the  working-classes  that  it  is  one 
of  the  disadvantages  of  the  system  of  triennial 
Parliaments  that  it  is  impossible  to  carry  any 
large  measure  of  reform  through  the  Legisla- 
ture unless  it  is  introduced  in  the  first  session 
of  a  three-years  Parliament.  For  it  is  they 
who  moke  it  impossible.  And  for  proof  of  the 
correctness  of  that  statement  I  call  up  the  evi- 
dence afforded  by  the  experience  of  the  last 
Parliament.  In  the  session  of  1886  we  had 
presented  to  us  the  fact  of  one  member  in  this 
House  dictating  to  the  late  Premier  and  de- 
claring that  no  other  measure  should  pass  that 
session  if  the  Bepresentation  Bill  was  pro- 
ceeded with ;  and  the  Premier,  the  first  Minister 
of  the  Crown  in  this  country,  was  forced  to 
yield,  although  be  was  warned  by  tho  late 
member  for  Waitotara  (Mr.  Bryce)  that,  if  the 
Bill  were  not  passed  that  session,  the  Premier 
would  fiind  himself  entirely  at  the  mercy  of 
any  two  or  three  honourable  members  who 
might  choose  to  make  themselves  masters  of 
the  situation  in  the  expiring  session  of  a 
Parliament.  And  that  was  exactly  what  hap- 
pened, for,  after  the  House  reduced  the  number 
of  members  to  seventy-one,  the  Premier,  under 
the  compulsion  of  a  single  member,  the  mem- 
ber for  Kumora,  had  to  raise  the  number  to 
ninety-one  again  to  get  the  Bill  through. 
Now,  Sir,  X  wish  to  point  out  to  tlie  honourable 
member  for  New  Plymouth  that  I  think  it  was 
a  little  unfair  to  say  that  the  Government 
ought  not  to  proceed  with  this  measure  until 
the  whole  of  their  financial  proposals  were  be- 
fore the  House.  That  was  not  at  all  a  fair  state- 
ment of  the  position.  It  is  useless  now  to  take 
up  time  referring  to  the  tactics  which  have  been 
resorted  to  to  delay  the  Government  business. 
We  need  not  do  tiiat.  It  is  sufBcient  to  say 
that  time  has  been  consumed— I  will  not  say 
wasted,  if  that  word  is  objectionable — and  ob- 
stacles have  been  placed  in  the  way  of  bringing 
them  on.  But  are  not  our  financial  proposals 
fully  before  the  House  ?  We  have  brought  in 
and  passed  a  Bill  to  reduce  the  Governor's 
salary,  a  Bill  to  reduce  the  salaries  of  Minis- 
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teiB,  and  a  Bill  to  regulate  the  honorariam  of 
members.  These  Bills,  it  is  true,  are  referred 
to  by  some  honourable  members  as  Bills  of  no 
importajice,  while,  quite  inconsistently,  others, 
for  example  the  honourable  member  for  Christ- 
church  Korth  and  the  honourable  member  for 
Knmara,  refer  to  them  as  Bills  of  enormous 
importance.  And  thoy  are  Bills  of  enormous 
importance.  They  are  part  of  a  large  and 
comprehensive  scheme  which  will  mark  out 
this  Parliament  as  a  Parliament  the  equal  of 
nrhich  has  not  existed  in  this  colony  for  very 
many  years.  Then,  Sir,  did  not  the  Financial 
Statement  exhaustively  outline  the  whole  of  the 
financial  policy  of  the  Government  ?  And  have 
we  not,  I  am  happy  to  say,  passed  the  Land 
Bill? 

An  Hon.  Membeb. — ^No. 

Mr.  FISHEB.  — It  has  passed  its  second 
reading.  We  have  also  passed  through  its 
second  reading  a  Bill  of  enormous  importance, 
the  Railway  Board  Bill,  which  will  remove 
those  defects  in  the  railway  system  which  have 
tonned  the  subject  of  adverse  public  comment 
for  many  years  past.  Sir,  I  fail  to  see  on  what 
ground  the  objection  of  the  honourable  member 
for  New  Plymouth  is  based.  Bat,  having  com- 
bated these  objections,  I  desire  to  pay  a  passing 
tribute  to  the  extreme  fairness  with  which  the 
honourable  member  for  Ghristchurch  North 
treated  the  Bill.  The  honourable  gentleman 
said  ^at,  while  he  recognised  that  the  con- 
stituencies had  had  the  question  prominently 
before  them  during  the  late  elections,  he  still 
feared  that  it  would  lead  to  a  great  deal  of  dis- 
satisfaction when  carried  into  practical  effect. 
Well,  that,  of  course,  is  a  matter  of  opinion.  My 
opinion  is  that,  instead  of  creating  dissatisfac- 
tion, it  will  meet  with  almost  universal  approval. 
The  honourable  gentleman  made  a  valuable 
suggestion,  to  the  eSect  that  care  should  be 
taken,  in  providing  for  a  dissolution,  that  proper 
means  were  provided  for  readjusting  the  elec- 
torates. That  is  a  suggestion  that  may  be 
given  effect  to  in  the  course  of  the  passage  of 
the  Bill  through  the  House.  I  come  now  to 
the  objections  urged  by  the  Native  members. 
They  urge  that,  as  they  are  under-represented 
in  proportion  to  population,  it  is  unfair  that 
they  should  have  one  of  their  members  taken 
away.  But  it  most  have  escaped  their  notice 
that,  while  only  one  of  their  number  is  taken 
from  them,  twenty-four  members  are  taken 
from  U8.  The  honourable  member  for  the 
Eastern  Maori  District  objects  to  any  inter- 
forence  with  the  -special  representation,  and 
says  that,  rather  than  have  it  interfered  with, 
be  would  prefer  to  see  it  taken  away  alto- 
gether. That  is  a  fair  matter  of  argument, 
and  one  which,  I  assume,  will  be  fairly  dis- 
cussed when  the  honourable  gentleman's  mo- 
tion upon  the  subject  comes  before  the  House. 
It  is  not  for  me  to  say  why  that  motion  has  not 
come  up  for  discussion.  The  question  is  one  of 
Tery  large  importance,  and  when  it  does  come 
before  us  it  will  doubtlesa  receive  the  fullest 
and  fairest  consideration  at  the  hands  of  the 
House.  I  must  now  revert  to  some  of  the  state- 
ments  of  the  honourable  member  for  Eumara, 


which  were  composed  solely  of  denunciations 
and  abuse  similar  to  those  very  frequently  in- 
dulged in  by  another  prominent  member  of  the 
Opposition.  Is  it  argument  to  tell  us  that  this 
Bill  is  introduced  by  the  present  Ministry  be- 
cause they  represent  a  dominant  party  ?  Does 
it  in  any  way  affect  the  question  to  say  that 
the  Ministry  is  supported  by  wealthy  land 
rings  and  le^d  combinations  of  all  descrip- 
tions 1  Sir,  I  should  be  very  sorry  to  lose 
my  temper  because  a  member  of  this  House 
chooses  to  make  such  absurd  and  ridiculous 
statements  ;  but  one  may  ask  whether  it  can 
with  truth  be  alleged  against  any  member  of 
this  Govenmient  that  he  is  the  representative 
of  wealth,  or  that  he  is  the  representative  of  a 
land  ring.  Which  member  of  this  Ministry 
represente  either  wealth  or  land  ?  There  is  not 
a  shadow  of  foundation  for  these  wild  denun- 
ciations.   They  are  totally  untrue. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— There  is  such  a  thing  as  a 
dummy. 

Mr.  FISHER.— Well,  if  we  ore  going  to  dis- 
cuss principles,  let  us  discuss  prinoiples  ;  but  I 
am  not  going  to  descend  to  bandying  charges ' 
of  such  a  character  across  the  floor  of  this 
House  with  the  honourable  gentleman.  Now, 
in  what  way  will  this  Bill  deprive  the  country 
districts  of  a  fair  share  of  representation,  as 
the  honourable  gentleman  asserts?  I  have 
been  long  enough  in  this  country,  long 
enough  have  I  been  a  spectator  of  the  pro- 
ceedings of  this  House,  fully  to  understand 
whether  the  fact  of  there  being  a  smaller 
number  of  members  would  injuriously  affect 
the  country  districts.  I  remember  the  time 
when  the  country  districts  had  fewer  members 
than  now,  and  when,  I  take  leave  to  think, 
they  were  far  more  ably  represented.  They 
were  represented  by  the  best  intellects  of  the 
country  —  some  of  those  grand  intellects  of  . 
which  this  colony  could  boast  a  quarter  of  a 
century  ago.  I  say  the  comparison  is  to  the 
advantage  of  the  times  gone  by,  though  I 
should  be  sorry  to  have  it  supposed  that  I  am 
in  any  way  reflecting  upon  the  honourable 
member  for  Kumara.  Next,  I  should  like  to 
ask  the  honourable  gentleman  how  this  Bill  is 
likely  to  foster  local  jealousies,  or  to  lead  to 
a  want  of  communicy  of  interest.  Surely  the 
larger  the  district  the  less  localism ;  and  I 
should  assume  that  it  would  be  the  duty  of 
honourable  members,  whether  they  come  from 
cities  or  from  country  districts,  to  study  the 
community  of  interest,  and  advance  the  in- 
terests of  the  constituencies  collectively  and 
as  a  whole.  Once  again  wo  are  treated  to  a 
dissertation  on  democracy.  The  honourable 
gentleman  tells  us  that  he  opposes  the  Bill 
in  the  interests  of  democracy; — and  once 
again  "  the  rights  of  the  people  axo  to  be 
invaded"  by  the  reduction  of  the  number 
of  members.  What  puerile  nonsense  t  We 
are  informed  also  that  the  comparison  as  to 
the  proportion  of  representation  in  France, 
England,  and  other  nations  of  the  Old  World 
has  no  bearing  upon  the  question.  Veiy  well, 
we  will  come  nearer  home.  We  will  give  the 
honourable  gentleman  a  fair  and  legitimate 
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Uttwer;  and  the  fair  and  legitimate  answer  is 
this :  Take  his  own  model  colony,  the  Colony 
of  Viotoria — the  democratic,  the  great  Protec- 
tionist colony,  which  makes  such  rapid  strides 
because  of  its  Protection  and  its  democracy. 
ThtLt  colony  has  a  population  o{  1,0SS,0S2,  and 
it  has  only  86  representatives,  which  is  one 
member  for  every  12,012  of  population.  Kew 
South  Wales  has  a  population  of  1,030,762, 
and  122  members,  which  is  one  member  for 
every  8,448  of  population.  Now  Zealand,  with 
a  population  of  only  578,482,  has  95  repre- 
sentatives, which  is  one  representative  for 
every  6,089  of  population.  Now,  if  it  be  said 
that  Victoria  prospers  because  of  her  protec- 
tive policy,  and  her  radicalism,  and  her  demo- 
cracy, and  her  parliamentary  representation, 
which  prevents  "  the  rights  of  the  people  being 
invaded,"  surely  we,  who  have  twice  Victoria's 
representation,  should  prosper ;  for,  while  she 
has  only  one  member  for  every  12,000  people, 
we  have  one  member  for  every  6,000  people,  if 
that  does  not  show  that  our  representation  is 
altogether  disproportionate  to  our  population, 
then  figures  and  comparisions  go  for  nothing. 
Sir,  I  beg  of  the  honourable  gentleman  to  re- 
member that  strong  language  is  not  argument, 
and  that  when  he  comes  to  deal  with  a  large 
question  such  as  this  he  should  have  some- 
thing like  solid  fact  to  go  upon.  Kow,  this 
Government  and  this  House,  the  honourable 
gentleman  says,  do  not  represent  the  people, 
the  democracy,  to  the  extent  to  which  it  ought 
to  be  represented.  Well,  if  this  Hoose  does 
not  represent  the  people,  and  does  not  repre- 
sent democracy,  did  the  last  House  represent 
them? 

Mr.  SEDDON.— Yes. 

Mr.  FISHER.— Then  the  last  House  did 
what  this  House  is  asked  to  do  now.  It  adopted 
the  proposal  to  reduce  the  number  of  members 
to  71.  And  how  was  that  decision  reversed  ? 
By  the  dogged  influence  of  one  member,  who 
controlled  every  act  of  the  late  Premier  in  this 
House.  And,  Sir,  if  it  be  true  that  this  House 
does  not  represent  the  people  and  the  demo- 
cracy of  the  country,  it  was  not  for  want  of 
abundant  representation  of  the  principles  which 
actuate  that  party,  for  we  had  the  late  Pre- 
mier, who  poses  as  par  excellence  the  great 
leader  of  the  great  "  Liberal  "  party,  stumping 
the  country  from  end  to  end,  together  with  his 
colleague  the  late  Minister  of  Lands,  another 
great  apostle  of  democracy.  So  that,  if  this 
House  does  not  represent  the  radical  and  demo- 
cratic party,  it  does  not  say  much  for  the  influ- 
ence, for  the  democratic  power,  or  for  the  power 
of  oratory  of  those  two  very  eminent  persons. 
But  there  are  members  on  this  side  of  the  House 
and  on  these  benches,  I  venture  to  say,  who 
as  truly  and  faithfully  represent  the  feelings  of 
the  people  of  this  country,  aye,  and  of  its  de- 
mocratic feeling  too,  as  any  honourable  mem- 
ber who  sits  on  the  Opposition  benches ;  and 
to  tell  me  that  those  honourable  gentlemen 
have  a  monopoly  of  the  right  to  represent  the 
feelings  of  the  people  of  New  Zealand  is  to  tell 
me  something  that  shall  always  receive  a  ready 
Mid  a  sharp  answer.  Sir,  I  resent  this  assump- 
l£r.  Fisher 


tion  on  the  part  of  those  honourable  gentlemen 
of  the  exclusive  right  to  speak  in  the  name  of 
the  working- classes  of  this  country.  Another 
strong  point  made  by  the  bonourable  member 
for  Kumara  was  that  every  pound  saved  by 
this  proposal  would  cost  the  colony  a  thousand 
pounds.  Now,  let  us  discuss  that  point  for  » 
moment.  According  to  the  dictum  of  the 
honourable  member  for  the  Peninsula,  a  mem- 
ber of  Parliament  costs  the  country  £500  a  year. 
Therefore  to  reduce  the  number  of  members 
by  twenty  would  save  the  colony  £10,000  a 
year. 

An  Hon.  Member. — That  does  not  follow. 

Mr.  FISHER. — That  may  or  may  not  be  a 
fair  way  of  putting  it ;  but  I  prefer  to  give  it  in 
that  form,  as  it  is  the  estimate  of  a  member  of 
the  Opposition,  and  therefore  is  more  likely  to 
be  acceptable  to  that  party.  The  saving  by  the 
reduction  of  members,  as  I  have  said,  would 
represent  £10,000.  Then,  we  have  to  take  into 
account  the  expensive  annual  demands  mode 
upon  Parliament  by  each  of  those  twenty 
members  for  works  for  their  districts,  and  my 
impression  is  that  by  the  absence  of  these 
demands  the  country  will  save  at  least  another 
£10,000. 

An  Hon.  Membeb.  —  There  are  twenty-five 
members. 

Mr.  FISHER.— Yes ;  I  was  a  little  in  error 
in  naming  twenty.  We  are  to  reduce,  of 
course,  by  twenty-five.  But  I  will  pat  the 
saving,  roundly,  at  £20,000 ;  and,  if  that,  in  the 
straitened  circumstances  of  the  colony,  is  not  a 
saving  worth  aiming  at,  I  should  like  to  know 
what  is.  Next,  the  honourable  gentleman  made 
a  powerful  and  pathetic  appeal  to  the  Maori 
members,  and  made  tender  reference  to  the 
wrongs  they  would  suffer  if  this  proposal  were 
given  effect  to.  Now,  does  the  honourable 
gentleman  for  one  moment  suppose  that  the 
Maori  representatives  in  this  House  are  so 
wanting  in  intellectual  power  as  not  to  fully 
comprehend  the  nature  of  tliis  proposal  ?  And 
does  he  think  they  are  at  all  likely  to  go  to 
him  for  light  and  leading  7  I  undertake  to  say 
that  every  one  of  those  Maori  representatives 
understands  the  effect  of  every  measure  affect- 
ing themselves  quite  as  well  as  does  the  honour- 
able member  for  Kumara.  And  I  take  it  to  be 
rather  a  reflection  upon  the  intelligence  of  the 
House  that  we  should  be  compelled  to  sit  and 
listen  to  the  honourable  gentleman's  lectures 
to  the  Native  members  upon  the  effect  of  this 
proposal.  If  the  honourable  member  lias  so 
much  at  heart  the  welfare  of  the  Native  race 
as  he  would  have  us  believe,  he  ought  to  bring 
in  a  Bill  to  do  justice  to  the  Native  race  by 
enabling  them  to  resume  all  the  goldfields 
lands,  which  lands  formerly  belonged  to  the 
Maori  race,  and  all  their  fishing  and  riparian 
rights  for  all  the  streams  on  the  West  Coast 
have  been  polluted  and  destroyed  by  the 
miners.  Then  we  shall  see  what  the  real 
feelings  of  the  honourable  member  for  Kumara 
are  in  regard  to  the  Maori  race. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— I  have  always  stuck  up  for 
them,  and  will  do  so  again. 

Mr.  FISHER.— The  honourable  member  for 
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Komara  made  the  forther  rash  statement  that 
our  bonds  had  receded  to  92.  Sir,  oar  bonds 
have  never  yet  receded  to  92,  and  are  never 
likely  to  do  so.  There  may  have  been  some 
little  ambiguity  in  the  telegrams  irhich  have 
nused  between  the  colonies  and  Iiondon  re- 
lating to  the  financial  policy  of  the  Oovem- 
ment  which  has  led  to  a  fall  to  97;  but  so 
soon  as  the  full  effect  of  the  Government  pro- 
poeals  is  understood  in  London  the  bonds  will, 
without  doubt,  go  np  very  considerably.  I  hold 
in  my  hand  a  copy  of  Westgarth's  Circular, 
which  has  come  to  hand  by  to-day's  English 
mail — and  I  think  it  will  be  admitted  that 
the  conductors  of  that  Circular  understand  as 
mach  about  these  matters  as  the  honourable 
member  for  Kumara ;  and  here  is  what  the  Cir- 
cular of  the  14tli  October  says :  "  The  news  of  the 
recent  change  of  Government  in  New  Zealand, 
and  of  the  programme  of  economies  that  has 
lesDlted,  have  been  highly  satisfactory  to  this 
market" — that  is,  the  London  market.  The 
hononrable  gentleman  has  been  telling  us  a 
great  deal  about  the  state  of  the  market  in 
Komara.  I^ow,  Sir,  when  the  full  text  of  the 
Financial  Statement  reaches  London,  and  it 
becomes  understood  that  we  are,  for  the  first 
time  during  the  past  ten  years,  going  to  make 
an  honest  and  a  vigorous  effort  to  put  the 
finances  of  the  colony  on  a  sound  footing,  we 
■hall  see  the  price  our  stock  will  reach.  Be- 
Terting  again  to  the  remarks  of  the  honourable 
member  for  New  Plymouth,  I  wish  to  say  that 
the  Government  have  placed  their  proposals 
before  the  House  with  every  expedition.  It  is 
not  their  fault  if  numerous  delays  have  taken 
^ace.  For  those  delays  we  are  not  at  all 
responsible.  We  have  worked  night  and  day. 
Onr  measures  have  been  before  the  House  for 
a  considerable  time  now,  and  they  have  been 
acknowledged  by  the  leaders  of  the  Opposition 
to  be  measures  of  immense  importance.  And 
when  so  described  they  were  truthfully  de- 
scribed; for  I  venture  to  say  that  when  full 
•Sect  is  given  to  them  the  colony  will  reap 
such  advantage  as  can  hardly  at  present  be 
eoneeived. 

Mr.  SAMUEL.— I  desire  to  say  that  what  I 
said  in  the  connection  mentioned  by  the  honour- 
able gentleman  was,  that  no  expected  saving 
from  reducing  the  number  of  members  forms 
any  part  of  the  financial  proposals  referred  to 
in  the  Financial  Statement. 

Mr.  FISHER.— I  do  not  desire  to  put  the 
statement  any  stronger  than  to  say  that  the  cri- 
ticism of  the  honourable  gentleman  was  hardly 
fair.  I  do  not  suppose  the  honourable  gentle- 
man intended  to  do  the  Government  any  in- 
justice. I  think,  speaking  generally,  he  will 
be  prepared  to  admit  that  the  Government  has 
done  all  that  any  set  of  men  could  be  expected 
to  do.  Sir,  I  thought  it  only  fair  to  put  the 
position  of  the  Government  fairly  before  the 
House  and  the  country.  I  do  not  object  to 
fair,  honest,  straightforward  criticism;  but  I 
do  abject  to  those  statements  whioh  are  only 
lamarkable  for  strength  of  expression,  and  are 
entirety  destitute  of  any  form  of  argument. 

Mr.  M.  3.  S.  MACKENZIE.— Whatever  may 


be  the  effect  of  the  speech  which  the  honourable 
gentleman  has  jast  delivered,  I  do  not  think  it 
is  calculated  to  much  advance  the  progress  of 
this  Bill.  The  honourable  member  has  not  ad- 
vanced a  single  argument  in  favour  of  the  Bill. 
He  has  dealt  with  the  somewhat  loose  and 
irrelevant  remarks  of  some  of  those  who  have 
spoken ;  but  he  has  said  nothing  calculated  to 
promote  the  passage  of  the  Bill  through  the 
House.  If  there  was  any  argument  in  what 
he  said,  it  was  this :  that  in  this  Parliament 
of  New  Zealand  a  measure,  to  be  passed  at  all, 
ought  to  be  passed  three  years  ahead  of  its 
time.  I  understood  him  to  say  that  no  mea- 
sure having  for  its  object  a  constitutional 
change  could  be  passed  at  all  unless  it  was 
passed  three  years  ahead.  Well,  if  that  is  the 
case,  why  should  we  limit  the  period  to  three 
years?  Why  not  pass  Bills  six  or  nine  years 
ahead  ?  The  one  is  quite  as  allowable  as  the 
other.  He  forgot,  as  a  democrat,  that,  whether 
in  the  first  or  third  year  of  a  Parliament,  if 
the  people  of  this  country  are  earnest  in  their 
desire  for  the  passage  of  a  Bill  it  will  pass. 
That  may  be  depended  on  ;  and  the  nearer  to 
the  end  of  the  term,  in  accordance  with  the 
dictates  of  human  nature,  the  more  likely  is  it 
to  pass.  We  are  told  that  this  Bill  is  part  of 
the  financial  schema  of  the  Government.  Let 
me  here  say  that  I  do  not  attach  any  blame  to 
the  Government  for  delaying  financial  busi- 
ness. I  do  not  agree  with  the  proposed  amend- 
ment, because  it  does  not  solve  the  difficulty, 
but  merely  endeavours  to  postpone  the  con- 
sideration of  this  Bill ;  whereas  I  am  of  those 
who  think  this  Bill  ought  to  be  considered  and 
negatived.  But  the  honourable  member  told 
us  that  this  is  part  of  the  great  financial 
scheme  of  the  Government.  Now,  how  can 
it  possibly  be  that?  Here  we  are  now,  des- 
perately in  want  of  money.  Does  this  Bill  pro- 
pose to  give  us  any?  Not  a  single  farthing, 
because  it  is  not  to  take  effect  for  three  years. 
We  want  the  money  now,  and  cannot  get  it. 
We  may  not  want  it,  as  I  hope  and  believe,  in 
three  years.  We  want  it  now,  but  it  is  not 
forthcoming;  and  hence  this  Bill  cannot  be 
called  a  port  of  their  financial  scheme,  and  is 
not  a  financial  measure  at  all.  Then,  again, 
we  were  told  that  when  this  Bill  was  passed  it 
would  effect  a  saving  equal  to  the  demands  of 
some  twenty  members.  Now,  if  that  is  a  valid 
argument  at  all,  it  is  an  argument  that,  by 
mere  extension,  can  be  used  against  the  pre- 
sence of  any  honourable  member.  If  we  can 
save  the  demands  of  twenty  members,  why  not 
of  twenty-five  or  thirty  or  forty,  as  the  case 
may  be  ?  It  is  absurd.  There  is  really  no  arbi- 
trary number:  the  question  is  purely  one  of 
convenience  in  the  representation  of  a  people. 
We  cannot  specify  a  particular  number  and 
say,  "This  is  the  perfection  of  parliamentary 
representation."  If  there  is  weight  in  such  an 
argument,  it  is  our  duty  to  carry  the  argument 
farther  and  cut  down  the  number  still  more.  I 
have  no  patience  with  that  class  of  argument 
at  all.  It  was  precisely  the  same  that  was  used 
in  favour  of  Railway  Boards  —  that  because 
Governments   are  weak   therefore  we  should 
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withdraw  the  railways  from  their  control.  It 
ia  a  tacit  admission  on  the  part  of  the  Govern- 
ment, who  in  effect  say,  "In  God's  name 
talce  this  department  away  from  ns,  or  we 
shall  be  corrupt  under  it."  Instead  of  re- 
ducing the  number  so  as  to  get  rid  of  the 
demands  of  honourable  members,  it  would  be 
much  more  natural  and  proper  if  we  insisted 
on  Governments  resisting  such  demands,  as 
they  ought  to  do,  and  as  they  would  do  if  we 
took  that  course  with  them.  My  principal 
object  in  rising  was  to  say  that  I  opposed  this 
Bill  before,  as  I  oppose  it  now ;  and  I  do  think 
that  we  have  a  right  seriously  to  object  to  the 
manner  in  which  the  Premier  has  introduced 
it.  I  say  that  with  all  respect  for  the  honour- 
able gentleman.  The  position  the  honourable 
gentleman  took  up  was  this — I  never  heard  the 
like  of  it  before :  He  said,  "  Here  is  a  Bill  of 
great  importance.  I  have  no  i>articular  argu- 
ments to  adduce,  myself,  in  favour  of  it" — (Oh  I) 
— "  but  I  will  leave  it  for  nil  those  who  are  op- 
posed to  the  measure  to  say  what  they  have 
got  to  say,  and  I  will  reply  to  them."  That  is, 
practically,  what  the  honourable  member  said. 

Major  ATKINSON.— No;  nothing  like  it. 

Mr.  M.  J.  S.  MACKENZIE.— He  may  not 
have  put  it  as  broadly  as  that ;  but  that  repre- 
sents in  effect  what  he  said.  He  said  this  Bill 
was  passed  in  the  last  Parliament, — that  there 
were  a  great  many  arguments  in  favour  of  it, 
but  he  was  not  going  to  repeat  them.  The 
Bill  of  last  session  was  different.  It  aimed  at 
the  same  thing,  but  was  to  take  effect  without 
delay.  I  opposed  it.  The  object  then  was  to 
pass  it  and  to  go  to  the  country  at  once  on 
the  reduction,  and  consequently  get  whatever 
saving  there  was  in  it.  It  is  proposed  that  this 
Bill  shall  take  effect  in  three  years ;  and  we 
shall  not  have  the  saving,  if  there  is  any 
attached  to  it,  at  the  very  moment  we  most 
require  it.  Therefore  it  is  a  totally  different 
thing ;  and  when  he  introduced  the  Hill  he 
should  have  given  all  the  reasons  which  make 
it  desirable  that  we  should  pass  such  a  mea- 
sure now.  Instead  of  that,  he  left  other 
honourable  members  to  object,  8ayin|;  that  he 
would  deal  with  their  objections  m  reply. 
All  he  did  was  to  give  a  number  of  bald  statis- 
tics, which  I  listened  to  with  amazement, 
about  the  number  of  persons  represented  by  a 
single  member  in  the  different  countries  of  the 
world.  Ho  told  us,  for  instance,  that  in  the 
United  Kingdom  the  number  was  56,000; 
in  France,  67,000;  in  the  United  States, 
174,000 ;  down  to  Canada,  20,000.  I  listened 
in  amazement  to  that,  because  it  was  curious 
that  he  did  not  perceive  that  thcEe  statistics 
tell  against  and  not  in  favour  of  this  Bill.  What 
lesson  do  wo  learn  from  these  statistics  ?  Simply 
that  the  divergence  in  the  various  countries  is 
such  as  to  show  that  there  is  no  absolute  rule 
— that  each  nation  takes  the  number  that  best 
suits  its  circumstances^  We  in  New  Zealand 
do  precisely  the  same  thing.  We  have  found 
out  what  number  best  suits  us  and  our  circum- 
stances, and  have  adhered  to  it.  And  not  only 
that,  but  if  any  honourable  member  will  take 
the  trouble  to  look  up  the  debates  of  1881,  when 
Mr.  It.  J.  S.  JfacktuMie 


the  number  was  increased  to  ninety-one,  he 
will  see  that  the  principle  upon  which  the  Go- 
vernment went  then  was  that  the  country 
should  be  divided  into  convenient  districts — 
that  is,  that  convenient  geographioal  distribn- 
tion  was  to  be  considered,  and  then  the  popn- 
lation  basis  adhered  to  as  nearly  as  possible. 
The  districts  were  very  convenient.  Now,  I  do 
not  believe  that  honourable  members  qiite 
recognise  the  full  extent  to  which  the  Bill 
goes.  What  it  proposes  is,  that  we  should 
double  back  on  our  past  history  for  twenty- 
two  years  ;  and  no  reason  has  been  adduced 
why  we  should  do  so  except  a  vague  notion 
that  at  some  future  time  we  may  save  some 
money  by  the  process.  Does  the  House  know 
that  the  number  of  members  was  raised  to 
seventy  in  1865? — and  that,  let  it  be  understood, 
was  not  at  a  time  of  great  inflation,  or  even  of 
prosperity.  It  was  before  the  public-works 
policy  was  initiated — a  time  of  great  distress, 
when  Parliament  would  be  very  careful  not  to 
unnecessarily  add  to  expense.  In  1865,  in  spite 
of  all  these  circumstances,  it  was  thought  wise 
to  increase  the  number  to  seventy  ;  and  it  has 
been  increased  at  different  periods  since  then. 
In  1871  it  was  increased  to  seventy-four ;  in 
1875,  to  eighty-four ;  in  1881,  to  ninety-one,  »t 
which  number  it  has  since  remained.  And  nuw 
it  is  proposed  to  travel  back  upon  our  history 
to  the  year  1865 ;  and  no  substantial  reason  that 
I  know  of  is  advanced  in  favour  of  it,  except 
that  we  shall  save  on  the  now  reduced  hono- 
rarium some  £3,000  in  three  years'  time. 
We  shall  commence  to  save  it  when  we  may 
not  require  it  ;  and  we  are  led,  indeed,  to 
expect  by  the  measures  of  the  Government 
that  we  shall  not  require  it.  The  reason  for 
sach  a  change  is  altogether  too  slender,  and 
we  have  a  right  to  expect  something  better; 
otherwise  it  will  be  our  duty  to  negative  the 
Bill.  The  principle  can  be  stated,  I  think,  in 
a  single  sentence.  If  it  is  a  valuable  Bill 
and  a  financial  measure,  it  is  worthy  of  being 
passed,  and  its  operation  should  be  commenced 
now  at  the  cost  of  a  general  election.  If  it 
is  not  a  valuable  measure,  I  should  like 
to  know  for  what  reason  we  should  pass  it 
three  years  before  it  can  have  effect :  why 
should  we  not  consider  it  fairly  and  on  its 
merits  when  the  time  approaches?  There  is 
just  one  other  argument  which  has  to  bo  con- 
sidered by  honourable  members  before  they  pass 
this  Bill.  It  is  a  very  good  and  sound  principle 
in  politics  that  nothing  should  ever  be  done  by 
a  violent  wrench  and  sudden  change  which  con 
be  accomplished  by  the  quiet  healing  process  of 
time.  That  is  the  case  now.  If  we  leave  things 
alone,  and  take  care  not  to  increase  the  present 
number  of  members,  the  population  will  be 
increasing  all  the  time ;  and  all  the  evils  of 
over-representation — if  such  there  be — will  dis- 
appear without  disturbance  and  without  taking 
from  the  people  a  representation  they  do  not 
perhaps  su£Sciently  appreciate,  but  the  loss  or 
curtailment  of  which  they  will  certainly  feel. 

Mr.  FEBGUS.— The  honourable  member  for 
Moant  Ida  has  said  that  my  colleague  the 
Minister  of  Education  advanced  not  a  single 
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wrgiunent  why  this  Bill  should  be  passed.  He 
advanced  one  which,  to  my  miod,  was  un- 
answerable, which  was,  that  the  lost  Parlia- 
ment, of  which  we  both  had  the  honour 
to  be  members,  passed  the  measure,  and 
then,  by  a  piece  of  political  jugglery,  the 
coontiy  was  robbed  of  its  benefits.  It  is  a 
well-known  fact  that  in  the  division  on  tlic 
amendment  of  the  honourable  member  for 
Gavershara  last  session  a  mistake  was  com- 
mitted by  the  honourable  member  for  Brace. 
He  explained  to  his  constituents  on  a  pub- 
lic platform  that  he  had  voted  under  a  mis- 
apprehension, which  rendered  the  number  of 
votes  equal,  and  the  Chairman  of  Commit- 
tees gave  his  casting-vote  against  reduction. 
That  was  the  only  thing  that  threw  out  the 
amendment  the  second  time.  The  reduction 
to  seventy  had  been  carried ;  but,  as  I  have 
said,  by  a  piece  of  political  jugglery  the  country 
was  robbed  of  the  benefits  of  the  reduction. 
Another  argument  that  might  probably  be 
advanced  was.  tliat  the  country  has  most  un- 
mistakably spoken  in  favour  of  the  reduction. 
That  was  admitted  by  the  honourable  member 
for  Christchurch  Kortli,  and  by  the  honourable 
member  for  Kumara,  and  by  almost  every 
honourable  gentleman  who  has  spoken  on  this 
sobject  to-day.  They  admitted  that  there  is  a 
majority  of  honourable  members  hero  plcd^ied 
to  vote  in  favour  of  the  reduction  of  members  ; 
and,  if  the  House  recognises  the  opinion  of  the 
people  und  of  the  people's  representatives  that 
the  number  of  members  should  be  reduced,  I 
ack,  what  harm  can  there  be  in  passing  the 
measure  now  ?  All  the  talk  that  its  opponents 
can  indulge  in,  or  all  the  tactics  they  may 
resort  to  to  postpone  the  question,  will  result 
in  nothing  more  than  preventing  the  expres- 
sion of  opinion  which  this  House  is  pre- 
pared to  give  just  now — it  could  only  delay 
that  expression  of  opinion  until  another  ses- 
sion. It  seems  to  mo  that  the  honourable 
member  for  Mount  Ida  was  not  fair  in  saying 
that  my  honourable  colleague  advanced  no 
reasons  why  the  Bill  should  not  be  passed  at 
the  present  time.  The  honourable  member 
says  that  the  Bill  might  just  as  well  be  post- 
poned for  three  years.  But  what  possible  ad- 
vantage could  there  be  in  delaying  it?  The 
honourable  gentleman  admits  that  there  is  a 
majority  in  the  House  and  the  country  in  favour 
of  the  measure.  Then,  if  that  is  so,  by  all 
that  is  fair,  let  us  pass  it  now  and  have  done 
with  it.  We  do  not  know  what  questions 
may  demand  the  attention  of  the  House  next 
session.  In  fact,  we  do  not  know  what  com- 
plications may  arise  next  session.  We  cannot 
tell  what  will  be  the  result  of  the  measures 
which  the  Government  propose  to  introduce. 
We  shall  have  great  questions  to  deal  with, 
which  will  take  up  the  whole  of  the  time  that 
can  be  spared  next  year ;  and  why  are  we, 
then,  not  to  dispose  of  a  measure  which  we 
can  easily  deal  with  now?  The  Minister  of 
Education  was  perfectly  right  in  saying  that  no 
really  good  measures  are  passed  except  in  the 
first  session  of  a  Parliament.  And,  to  my  mind, 
any  great  measnie  of  reform  ought  not  only  to 

VOL.  liix-ai. 


be  introduced  in  the  first  session  of  a  Farlia- 
ment,  but  on  the  very  first  day  of  the  session. 
The  people  want  this  reduction,  and  if  we  aJlow 
the  question  to  be  burked  this  session  there  will 
be  the  very  some  tactics  against  it  next  session, 
when  other  questions  will  absorb  our  attention 
thoroughly  ;  and  then,  in  the  third  session,  we 
shall  not  be  able  to  pass  it  at  all,  because  of  the 
multiplicity  of  work  which  Parliament  will  have 
in  hand.  The  honourable  member  for  Mount 
Ida  also  asked,  in  reference  to  the  argument  of 
ray  honourable  colleague  that  the  operation  of 
the  Bill  will  save  the  colony  £10,000  per  annum 
—it  will  really  be  £12,500 

Mr.  M.  J.  S.  MACKENZIE.— Abolish  Parlia- 
ment altogether  I 

Mr.  FERGUS. — The  honourable  gentleman 
assumes,  what  he  is  perfectly  unwarranted  in 
so  doing,  that  we  have  now  the  charmed  num- 
ber— that  ninety-five  is  the  exact  number  re- 
quired for  the  good  government  of  the  colony. 
That  I  utterly  deny ;  and  the  people  of  the 
colony  deny  it,  at  is  shown  bv  two-thirds  of  the 
members  of  this  House,  when  before  the  elec- 
tors recently,  pledging  themselves  to  vote  for 
the  reduction  of  the  number  of  members.  The 
honourable  member  for  Dunedin  West  has 
admitted  that  the  country  has  pronounced  for 
this  measure.  The  honourable  member  voted 
against  reduction  last  session;  and  just  after- 
wards I  hod  the  pleasure  of  being  at  a  public 
dinner  with  him  in  Dunedin,  when  the  whole 
of  those  present  gave  him  to  understand  that 
he  had  acted  wrongly  and  against  the  opinion 
of  the  country.  The  honourable  gentleman 
was  convinced  of  his  mistake,  and  he  now 
admits  that  the  mind  of  the  country  is  mode 
up  for  this  reduction,  and  is  prepared  to  sup- 
port it. 

Mr.  M.  J.  S.  MACKENZIE.  — He  has 
changed  his  mind. 

Mr.  FERGUS.  — No  doubt  the  honourable 
gentleman  will  change  his  mind  many  times 
in  the  course  of  his  life.  The  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Mount  Ida  said  the  same  class  of  argu- 
ments were  used  for  this  Bill  as  for  the  Railway 
Boards.  Yes ;  and  the  very  same  class  of  argu- 
ments apply.  The  honourable  gentleman  said 
the  action  of  the  Government  in  proposing  the 
Railway  Board  was  an  admission  by  them  that 
they  could  not  manage  the  railways  satisfac- 
torily. No  Government  in  any  of  tho  consti- 
tutionally-governed colonies  have  been  able  to 
manage  their  railways  satisfactorily  to  the 
people ;  and  that  is  why,  throughout  the  Aus- 
tralian Colonies  and  New  Zealand  at  the  pre- 
sent time,  there  is  such  a  widespread  feeling 
in  favour  of  taking  the  management  of  the 
railways  entirely  out  of  the  hands  of  the  Go- 
vernment and  placing  it  in  the  hands  of  Com- 
missioners—  men  of  some  knowledge  of  the 
working  of  railways.  And  the  state  of  things 
which  this  Bill  is  intended  to  alter  is  partly 
the  cause  why  the  management  of  the  railways 
by  the  Goverimient  has  not  been,  and  cannot 
be,  successful.  There  are  claims  from  every 
petty  out-of-the-way  comer  of  a  district  on 
account  of  railways  and  railway  service,  and 
honourable  members  are  compelled  to  urge  on 
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the  Government  the  demands  of  portions  of 
their  districts  for  what  they  know  those  locali- 
ties ought  not  to  get  in  the  way  of  expendi- 
ture of  public  money,  or,  if  they  do  not  do  so, 
they  know  that  they  will  get  block-votes  against 
them  at  the  next  election.  That  is  the  state  of 
things  from  the  North  Cape  to  Stewart  Island. 

Mr.  WARD.— Not  Stewart  Island. 

Mr.  FERGUS.— Yes  ;  I  had  an  address  from 
there  to-day  for  the  expenditure  of  public 
money.  Every  member  must  struggle  for  the 
expenditure  of  public  money  for  some  out-of- 
the-way  comer  of  his  district,  or  he  knows  he 
will  get  no  support  there ;  and  I  say  that  by  in- 
creasing the  size  of  the  constituencies  you  will 
inevitably  gut  a  more  healthy  feeling  in  that 
respect,  and  you  will  get  better  men  to  repre- 
sent the  people,  and  honourable  members  who 
then  represent  constituencies  will  be  able  to 
treat  with  scorn  unjust  attempts  to  make  them 
get  spoil  from  the  public  chest  for  the  bene- 
fit of  every  little  locality  that  chooses  to  be 
clamorous  and  persistent.  The  honourable 
member  for  Mount  Ida  said  the  Premier,  in  in- 
troducing the  Bill,  had  adduced  no  argument  in 
its  favour.  The  Premier  knew  quite  well,  and 
it  has  been  admitted  by  other  honourable  gentle- 
men, that  nine-tenths  of  the  Pross  of  the  colony 
are  in  favour  of  the  reduction  of  the  number  of 
members.  The  merits  of  the  question  were 
threshed  out  last  session ;  the  bulk  of  the  mem- 
bers of  this  House  are  pledged  to  it ;  and  what 
the  Premier  wanted  to  find  out  was  if  any 
honourable  gentleman  had  any  fresh  argument 
to  bring  against  the  proposal.  It  was  useless 
to  bring  forward  again  tlie  same  arguments  as 
were  urged  many  times  for  the  Bill  a  few 
months  ago,  or  to  refute  tliosc  which  were  then 
refuted  over  and  over  again.  I  was  very  much 
amused  when  the  honourable  member  for 
Mount  Ida  said  the  Bill  of  last  session  pro- 
vided that  the  geographical  features  of  the 
country  should  be  taken  into  account;  and  that 
this  Bill 

Mr.  M.  J.  S.  M.\CKENZIE.  — The  Bill  of 
1881. 

Mr.  FERGUS. — Yes,  and  that  of  last  session 
too.  The  honourable  member  said  the  Bill  of 
last  session  provided  that  geographical  features 
should  be  taken  into  account.  I  entirely  dis- 
agree with  the  honourable  gentleman.  The 
measure  wo  passed  last  session  for  the  redistri- 
bution of  seats  did  not  at  all  insure  considera- 
tion of  tlio  geographical  features  of  the  country. 
Take,  for  instanco,  the  part  of  the  country  he 
and  I  represent.  Going  by  geographical  fea- 
tures, the  electorate  of  the  honourable  gentle- 
man, that  of  the  Dunstan,  and  my  own  should 
be  two  electorates,  and  the  honourable  gentle- 
man's district  should  not  be  thrown  so  far 
towards  the  sea-coast,  on  tlie  one  band,  and 
mine  should  not  be  thrown  bo  far  into  South- 
land, on  the  other.  The  honourable  gentle- 
man said  we  are  going  back  in  the  action  we 
now  propose.  I  am  free  to  admit  it  is  going 
back,  and  a  very  healthy  going-back  it  is.  The 
honourable  gentleman  said  that  in  1865  the 
ntunber  of  members  was  raised  to  seventy. 
But  what  have  we  been  doing  during  the 
Mr.  Fergus 


last  two  or  three  days?  Have  we  not  been 
going  back  ?  The  Governor's  salary  has  been 
put  back  to  what  it  wa.s  ten  or  twelve  years 
ago  ;  it  is  the  same  with  the  salary  of  Ministers 
and  the  honorarium  of  honourable  members. 
If  we  find  we  can  do  it,  and  the  people  desire  it, 
and  it  is  in  the  interest  of  the  colony,  we  have 
a  perfect  right  to  go  back  now.  We  are  only 
following  out  the  legitimate  course  that  was 
indicated  in  the  Financial  Statement.  I  have 
searched  in  vain  through  the  "heap  of  chaS  " 
in  what  the  honourable  gentleman  said  for 
one  grain  of  wheat,  but  have  not  been  able  to 
find  one ;  and  now  I  will  leave  the  honourable 
gentleman,  and  refer  to  remarks  made  by  other 
speakers.  I  was  very  much  surprised  at  the 
manner  in  which  the  honourable  member  for 
Auckland  Central  condemned  the  Bill.  I  do 
not  wish  to  say  a  word  in  disparagement  of 
that  honourable  gentleman,  whom  I  hold  m 
very  high  esteem ;  but  I  must  say  his  action 
on  this  question  is  very  inconsistent.  I>ast 
'session  there  was  no  stronger  supporter  of  re- 
duction of  the  number  of  members  than  he : 
he  then  voted,  on  both  occasions,  for  reduc- 
tion. I  will  say  no  more  in  regard  to  the 
honourable  gentleman  than  that  his  conduct 
seems  to  me  exceedingly  inconsistent.  I  will 
say  just  one  word  in  reference  to  the  pro- 
posal to  reduce  the  number  of  Maori  members 
from  four  to  three.  It  has  been  pointed  out  by 
several  honourable  members  that  we  are  not 
treating  the  Natives  in  any  unfair  fashion 
whatever,  seeing  that,  while  we  propose  to  re- 
duce the  Maori  representation  by  2a  per  cent. 
by  taking  one  out  of  four,  we  reduce  the 
European  repreHontation  by  a  larger  percent- 
age in  taking  away  twenty-four  from  ninety-one. 
We  are  practically  strengthening  their  power 
and  their  position  at  the  present  time.  Wc  do 
not  wish  to  take  a  single  representative  from 
the  North  Island,  but  wo  do  wish  to  do  away  with 
what  has  been  a  great  farce ;  and  it  is  a  perfect 
farce  that  a  member  should  be  returned  by  a 
constituency  in  which,  as  was  the  case  during 
last  election,  there  were  only  some  418  votes 
polled  in  the  whole  of  the  district,  extending 
from  Picton  to  Riverton,  especially  when  it  is 
considered  that  the  men  who  cast  those  votes 
are  just  as  fit  as  any  of  us  to  take  their  posi- 
tion as  electors  in  the  ordinary  elections  for 
this  House.  I  say  it  is  a  mere  farce  that  one 
honourable  gentleman  should  represent  such 
an  exceedingly  small  section  of  the  people  as 
the  honourable  member  for  the  Southern  Maori 
District  docs.  Then,  we  are  told  that  if  wo 
reduce  the  number  of  members  of  this  House 
we  shall  increase  the  power  of  property ;  and 
my  honourable  friend  the  member  for  Dun- 
edin  East  was  insulted  by  having  it  said  of 
him  that  he  was  put  in  by  the  power  of 
"  land-rings"  and  absentees;  and  that  sort  of 
nonsense.  I  should  like  it  to  go  forth  to  the 
electors  of  Dunedin  East  that  Uiey  are  the  no- 
minees of  "  land-rings  "  and  absentees.  Never 
was  greater  "bosh,"  if  I  may  use  the  expression, 
talked  in  this  House  than  that.  And  tlien,  as 
my  honourable  friend  the  Minister  of  Educa- 
tion has  said,  the  democrats  and  Liberals,  so 
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eallecl,  are  always  dragging;  democracy  and 
liibenlism  across  the  floor  of  this  House. 
I  deny  tbat  they  have  any  right  to  do  so. 
The  working-men  of  this  country  have  given 
these  honourable  gentlemen  no  such  right  as 
they  claim.  Tho  working-men  of  this  coun- 
try are  not,  and  aro  not  likely  to  bo,  led  away 
by  such  specious  arguments  as  those  which 
have  been  used  against  this  measure  to-day. 
Working-men — who  know  their  own  interests 
and  their  own  power — -know  very  well  that 
they  will  possess  far  greater  power  if  this  mea- 
sure is  pissed.  That  they  will  insist  upon  its 
being  passed  I  am  certain ;  and  I  venture  to 
say  that  when  honourable  gentlemen,  who  talk 
so  loudly  about  the  interests  of  tho  working- 
men,  go  back  to  their  constituents  after  this 
session,  they  will,  if  it  is  seen  that  they  have 
had  anything  to  do  with  interfering  with  the 
passage  of  the  measure,  receive  a  warm  recep- 
tion at  the  hands  of  their  constituents.  We 
are  told  that  a  great  injustice  will  be  done; 
that  it  will  be  a  crying  shame  if  we  cut  down 
the  number  of  tho  mcmbera  of  this  House. 
Well,  I  will  take  the  electorate  that  I  represent 
at  the  present  time,  and  also  the  district  repre- 
sented by  tho  honourable  member  for  Hokonui. 
The  population  we  hod  in  those  districts  at  the 
election  preceding  this  last  one  was  just  equiva- 
lent to  what  we  shall  have,  provided  that  this 
Bill  be  pas.<u!d  ;  yet  there  was  no  outcry  owing 
to  the  smallnoss  of  the  representation  then. 
Then,  the  honourable  member  for  Sydenham 
also  represented  a  constituency  which  did  not 
want  to  be  broken  up.  If  that  constituency 
had  been  left  as  it  was  I  venture  to  say  that 
the  people  would  have  been  juRt  as  well  satis- 
fied, and  that  the  district  would  have  been  just 
as  well  represented,  as  it  is  now.  And  so  it 
would  be  all  over  the  country.  This  is  not  a 
measure  againKt  the  interests  of  tho  working- 
men  at  all.  If  it  is  against  any  interest  it  is  as 
much  against  the  interest  of  property  as  it  cari 
be.  But  it  is  in  the  interests  of  the  working- 
man  and  of  every  class  in  the  community,  it 
is  in  the  best  interests  of  the  whole  community, 
that  this  measure  is  demanded.  It  is  in  the 
interests  of  economy  as  regards  the  expendi- 
tiue,  it  is  in  the  interests  of  securing  less  of 
what  is  known  as  "  log-rolling,"  it  is  in  the  in- 
terests of  securing  purer  political  air  than  we 
have  now,  or  have  had  for  some  time  post,  that 
this  measure  is  promoted,  and  I  am  sure  that 
the  bulk  of  the  members  of  this  House  are  in 
favour  of  it. 

Mr.  W.  P.  REEVES.— I  cannot  hope  to  rise 
to  the  height  of  the  impassioned  eloquence  of 
the  honourable  gentleman  who  has  sat  down, 
but  at  least  I  can  congratulate  the  Premier 
that  at  lost  we  have  seen  the  spectacle  of  two  of 
his  colleagues  standing  up  and  instructing  tho 
House  on  a  Government  Bill.  After  the  very 
curt  introduction  of  this  measure  at  the  hands 
of  the  Premier,  I  thought  it  was  to  be  thrown 
down  as  one  of  those  Bills  which  we  were  to  be 
permitted  to  do  what  we  liked  with,  and  to  get 
what  we  could  out  of  it ;  but  it  would  seem 
that  the  Premier  held  his  hand  or  held  his 
tangue  to  eaablo  two  of  his  colleagues  to  dis- 


tinguish themselves.  Whether  he  regrets  tho 
course  he  took  or  not  is  a  matter  on  which  he 
is  better  informed  than  I  am,  but  I  am  afraid 
that  the  honourable  gentleman  who  has  just  sat 
down  has  not  given  us  very  many  reasons  why 
this  Bill  should  be  passed.  He  has  told  us 
that  the  larger  the  number  of  members  of  the 
House  the  larger  the  demands  for  local  works. 
I  do  not  agree  with  him  in  that  opinion,  al- 
though I  will  admit  that  probably  he  knows 
more  about  the  matter  than  I  do  ;  be- 
cause I  can  well  remember  that  during  the 
time  that  what  was  known  as  tho  "  Continu- 
ous Ministry"  sat  in  powor  the  honourable 
gentleman  made  a  good  deal  of  capital  out 
of  the  fact  that  he  got  more  out  of  them 
for  his  own  district  in  the  way  of  local  works 
than  any  other  member  in  the  House.  I  had 
tho  honour  of  paying  a  visit  to  the  honourable 
gentleman's  constituency  in  1883,  I  think,  and 
I  can  remember  very  well  that  the  Minister  of 
Lands  at  that  date,  ^Ir.  Rolleston,  was  then  also 
on  a  visit  to  that  district.  I  think  ho  was  "  per- 
sonally conducted  "  by  the  honourable  mem- 
hev  for  Wakatipn,  and,  if  I  am  not  mistaken, 
they  came  into  Queenstown  in  the  midst  of  a 
procession  headed  by  a  couple  of  brass  bands. 
They  were  received  in  triumph,  and  the  honour- 
able gentleman  was  at  the  pinnacle  of  fame 
on  account  of  his  having  so  skilfully  worked 
the  Minister  of  Lands.  There  was  a  scene  of 
revelry  by  night.  They  had  a  banquet  in  the 
evening,  and  I  recollect  being  awakened  about 
two  o'clock  in  tho  morning  by  the  tumultuous 
shouts  of  the  honourable  gentleman  and  his 
delighted  friends.  I  quite  agree,  therefore,  that 
the  honourable  gentleman  probably  knows  what 
he  is  talking  about  when  he  informs  us  of  the 
log-rolling  which  goes  on  in  this  House ;  but  I 
do  not  agree  with  him  that  ^linisters  will  be 
less  liable  to  pressure  if  the  constituencies  were 
mode  fewer  in  number,  because  it  is  perfectly 
well  known  that  the  fewer  members  there  are 
in  the  House  the  greater  is  the  power  of  the 
"railers."  I  remember  in  the  past,  when 
there  were  not  so  many  members  in  the  House 
as  there  are  now,  the  enormous  power  that 
was  exercised  by  small  and  unscrupulous  r.ec- 
tions  of  tlie  House,  and  I  believe  that,  if  the 
number  of  members  is  reduced  to  seventy,  you 
will  find  that  two  or  three  members  sitting  on 
a  rail  will  bo  able  to  hold  the  balance  of  power 
between  parties,  and  that  when  men  find 
themselves  in  that  position  they  will  be  more 
aggressive  in  their  demands  for  public  works. 
The  Minister  of  Education  mode  a  vigorous 
speech  indeed,  and  I  may  say  that  it  con- 
tained less  personal  denunciation  than  usual, 
and  more  endeavour  to  deal  with  argument ; 
but  I  shall  try  to  point  out  what  I  think  were 
errors  in  his  argument.  Ho  told  us  that  yoa 
cannot  expect  to  pass  any  measure  in  this 
House  unless  you  do  it  in  the  first  session.  If 
there  is  anything  in  this  argument  at  all,  then 
we  had  better  at  once  adjourn  this  House  at  the 
conclusion  of  this  session  until  next  Parlia- 
ment, and  not  come  here  for  the  next  two  ses- 
sions at  all ;  because  really,  I  think  that  if  we 
are  to  come  here  and  not  to  carry  important 
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measuies  we  might  as  well  stay  away.  But  I 
think  the  honourable  gentleman's  memory  was 
at  fault;  because,  if  he  will  think  again,  he  will 
remember  that  last  session  there  was  passed 
in  this  House  some  very  important  legisla- 
tion—  for  instance,  the  Redistribution  of 
Seats  Bill ;  while  in  the  session  previously 
there  was  a.  Vbry  important  Hallway  Bill,  and 
also  a  Native  Laud  Bill  of  great  importance. 
The  Minister  of  Defence  told  us  that  this  mea- 
sure was  in  the  interests  of  democracy.  Of 
course,  "  democracy  "  is  a  term  which  is  made 
use  of  on  both  sides  of  the  House.  There  is  no 
doubt  about  it — there  is  keen  competition  for  it. 
But  I  do  not  admit  that  we  on  this  side  of  the 
House  drag  the  coat-tail  of  Democracy  across 
the  floor  of  this  House.  We  do  not  attempt  to 
take  it  over  there.  That  has  been  done  by  the 
democrats  who  have  taken  their  seats  among 
the  capitalists  and  Conservatives,  who  form 
the  bulk  of  the  Ministerial  party.  The  Minis- 
tor  of  Education  claims  to  be  a  democrat, 
and  yet  comes  down  here  and  champions  the 
most  reactionary  policy  that  the  oldest  members 
of  this  House  have  ever  witnessed — a  series  of 
reactionary  measures  calculated  to  undo  all 
that  the  Liberals  have  achieved  after  the 
toils  and  struggles  of  years.  If  he  is  a  demo- 
crat, it  is  very  singular  that  his  ideas  should 
be  so  completely  on  all  fours  with  those  of  the 
most  Tory  members  of  this  House.  Measure 
after  measure  which  he  advocates  has  been 
cordially  supported  by  such  Tories  as  the 
honourable  member  for  Napier,  the  honour- 
able member  for  Waipawa,  and  the  honourable 
member  for  Gladstone.  The  lion  of  democracy 
has  lain  down  with  the  capitalists' lambs.  Cer- 
tainly that  is  an  impressive  spectacle ;  but  I 
do  not  think  that  people  of  the  colony  will  con- 
sider that  it  is  at  all  a  logical  position.  The 
Minister  of  Education,  in  his  new-born  zeal 
for  Conservatism,  thinks  it  necessary  to  draw 
comparisons,  and  says  that  the  members  who 
represented  the  country  districts  twenty-five 
years  s^go  were  a  great  deal  better  representa- 
tives than  those  we  see  here  to-day.  That  was 
the  time  when  this  House  was  filled  -with 
gentlemen  who  represented  a  great  many 
sheep  and  very  few  men;  and  if  this  House 
had  continued  to  be  dominated  by  such  men 
honourable  members  would  still  represent  a 
great  many  sheep  but  very  few  men.  The 
change  which  has  come  over  New  Zealand 
has  been  brought  about,  not  by  members  of 
the  class  whom  the  honourable  gentleman  re- 
grets, but  by  democratic  members,  who  have 
made  the  people's  will  felt  in  the  people's 
House.  I  cannot  conceive  how  a  gentleman  of 
the  ability  of  the  Minister  of  Education  can 
intentionally  and  deliberately  attempt  to  induce 
this  House  to  believe  that  Victoria  is  at  all  a 
parallel  case  with  ours  as  regards  sufSciency  of 
representation.  It  is  perfectly  well  known  that 
Victoria  is  one  of  the  most  centralised  colonies 
of  the  Australasian  group,  and  the  one  most 
easily  governed  from  a  centre.  It  is  a  country 
to  any  part  of  which,  starting  from  Melbourne, 
you  may  get  in  a  few  hours.  Whereas  New 
.Zealand  is  a  country  cut  up  by  Nature  in 
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a  way  that  legislation  cannot  undo.  This. 
Bill  flies  in  the  face  of  geography.  It  is  of 
no  possible  use  attempting  to  fly  in  the  face- 
of  Nature.  You  cannot  level  the  Southern 
Alps  by  legislation ;  you  cannot  blot  out  Cook 
Strait ;  you  cannot  dry  up  impassable  rivets. 
If  you  could  do  all  that  by  law,  you  might 
give  certain  districts  which  are  now  utterly 
separated  from  each  other  such  a  commu- 
nity of  interest  that  they  might  be  well  repre- 
sented together  by  one  member.  But,  while 
New  Zealand  is  cut  up  as  now  it  is,  it  is 
perfectly  impossible  that  it  should  be  properly 
represented  if  its  members  are  reduced  to  the 
extent  that  this  Bill  proposes.  Nowv  I  am  in 
a  peculiar  position.  I  am  willing  that  there 
should  be  a  reasonable  reduction  in  the  extent 
of  the  present  representation.  I  never  could 
quite  understand  why  the  number  of  eighty- 
four  members — which  did  perfectly  well  until 
1870 — was  then  raised  to  ninety-five.  It  seems 
to  me  that  if  we  had  kept  the  number  as  it 
then  stood  we  should  have  none  of  the  present 
trouble  about  the  number  of  members  in  this 
House  ;  but,  having  increased  the  number  un- 
necessarily at  the  bidding  of  the  honourable 
member  for  Egmont  and  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Selwyn — for  it  was  they  who  proposed 
and  carried  that  change — I  do  not  see  why  wa 
should  rush  now,  at  their  bidding,  from  one 
extreme  to  the  other,  and  go  back  by  twenty- 
five  members.  I  do  not  see  the  necessity  for 
doing  that ;  but,  at  the  same  time,  as  I  pledged 
myself  to  a  reasonable  redaction  of  the  num- 
ber of  members,  I  shall  not  oppose  the  second 
reading  of  this  Bill ;  but  I  think,  if  honourable 
members  on  this  side  of  the  House  and  on  the 
other  side  could  see  the  real  damage  this  Bill 
will  certainly  do  to  the  Liberal  cause  in  New 
Zealand,  they  would  not  abandon  the  fight; 
and  I  do  hope  that,  if  this  reading  is  carried, 
these  honourable  gentlemen  will,  in  Committee, 
insist  that  this  reactionary  measure  shall  not 
go  beyond  what  is  reasonable. 

Dr.  HODGKINSON.— As  I  intend  to  vote 
for  the  second  reading  of  this  Bill,  I  wish  to 
justify  the  vote  I  am  about  to  give.  I  shall 
give  my  vote  in  the  full  hope  and  expectation 
that  during  the  next  session  of  Parliament  the 
Ministry  will  bring  down  some  scheme  for  the 
decentralisation  of  this  Parliament,  and  a  mea- 
sure for  the  reform  of  our  local  government.  I 
submit  that  those  Bills  ought  to  have  been  the 
accompaniment  of  this  Bill,  and  I  consider  it  a 
very  great  omission  on  the  part  of  the  Ministry 
not  to  have  brought  such  Bills  forward  even 
this  session,  or,  if  it  were  not  possible  in  such  a 
short  session  as  this,  at  least  to  have  given  the 
House  some  assurance  that  it  was  their  inten- 
tion to  bring  them  forward  next  session.  I  do 
not  wish  to  argue  the  merits  of  the  Bill ;  but  I 
wish  to  point  out  that  much  of  what  the  Pre- 
mier has  said  in  support  of  it  is  quite  out  of 
the  question.  He  argued  that  in  the  United 
States  there  was  only  one  representative  in 
Congress  to  every  hundred  or  hundred  and  iif^ 
thousand  inhabitants ;  but  he  forgot  to  tell  us 
that  there  are  thirty-eight  States  which  deal 
with  all  matters  except  foreign  policy  and  a. 
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few  other  questions.  It-  is  the  same  with 
Canada.  There  are  a  number  of  provinces  in 
that  Dominion  which  do  a  great  part  of  the 
work:  so  that  what  the  Premier  told  us  was 
'quite  irrelevant.  I  will  not  take  up  the  time 
of  the  House  in  arguing  this  Bill ;  but  I  must 
express  my  opinion  that  it  id  a  very  grave  re- 
flection on  the  Ministry,  and  an  evidence  of 
great  want  of  statesmanship,  that  tliey  have 
altogether  ignored  tliia  question  of  decentrali- 
sation and  reform  of  local  government ;  and  I 
hope  that  other  honourable  members  will  im- 
press that  upon  them  also.  For  my  part,  I  do 
not  hesitate  to  say  that,  if  I  should  come  bock 
to  this  House,  and  tlio  Slinistry  do  not  bring 
forward  some  measure  in  thnt  direction,  I  shall 
not  feel  it  my  duty  to  assist  in  keeping  them  on 
those  benches  any  longer. 

Mr.  TAYLOR. — I  intend  to  say  a  few  words 
on  this  Bill,  although  the  honourable  member 
for  St.  Albans  has  pretty  well  touched  on  all 
the  points  I  intended  to  refer  to.  I  am  asto- 
nished at  the  innocence  of  some  honourable 
members,  especially  the  honourable  member 
for  Wallace,  in  imagining  for  one  moment  that 
local  self-government  is  going  to  be  anything 
else  than  this:  the  right  of  the  ratepayers 
throughout  the  colony  to  tax  themselves,  while 
the  central  and  governmental  expenditure  of 
the  country  is  increased.  That  is  the  view  I 
take  of  the  matter;  and  that  is  borne  out  by 
facts.  We  have  had  for  many  years  post  num- 
bers of  duties  shunted  upon  local  bodies  under 
this  cry :  "  Give  the  local  bodies  self-govern- 
ment." But  the  local  bodies  have  to  raise  the 
means  of  carrying  on  self-government.  1  con- 
sider that  would  be  justifiable,  providing  the 
general  governmental  expenditure  was  reduced 
thereby  ;  but  it  is  not  so.  The  general  expendi- 
ture is  increasing,  notwithstanding  that  we 
burden  the  local  bodies  with  this  additional 
taxation.  That  is  a  matter  I  want  to  sec  dealt 
with.  I  want  to  see  this  governmental  ex- 
penditure reduced.  I  know  the  local  bodies 
will  always  have  the  power  of  taxing  them- 
selves ;  but  I  say,  if  they  have  that  power,  and 
choose  to  exercise  it,  the  general  expenditure 
of  this  colony  must  be  reduced  enormously. 
It  is  something  monstrous  to  see,  year  after 
year,  the  general  expenditure  of  the  country 
increasing,  and  the  local  bodies  burdened  with 
all  kinds  of  taxation.  I  hope  the  Premier 
will  withdraw  the  vote  which  it  is  proposed  to 
take  for  naval  defence,  and  not  punish  us  in 
that  direction.  I  shall  certainly  vote  against 
it,  and  I  hope  every  member  of  this  House  will 
Tote  against  it.  We  are  not  in  a  position  to 
maintain  armies  and  largo  land-forces.  It  is 
simply  a  waste  of  public  money,  in  my  opinion. 
The  real  strength  of  this  country,  so  far  as  de- 
fence is  concerned,  is  in  the  Volunteers.  We 
heard  it  argued  a  great  deal  during  the  late 
"  scare,"  which  was  the  cause  of  this  large  ex- 
penditure, that  it  was  possible  a  cruiser  might 
drop  in  here  at  any  time  before  a  declaration 
of  war  and  surprise  us.  What  is  to  prevent  a 
cruiser  doing  the  same  thing  now  ?  Unless  a 
public  notification  were  given  of  a  declaration 
of  war,  there  would  be  nothing  to  prevent  a 


cruiser  from  coming  in  here  and  doing  what  it 
liked.  I  voted  last  session  in  favour  of  a  re- 
duction of  the  number  of  members  to  seventy- 
one  ;  but,  after  the  action  of  the  Commis- 
sioners in  the  adjustment  of  boundaries,  I  am 
not  inclined  to  go  quite  so  far.  The  way  they 
subdivided  and  cut  up  the  districts  has  placed 
the  community  at  a  great  disadvantage.  I  am 
prepared  to  vote  for  something  like  eighty 
members ;  but  I  am  not  pledged  in  any  way  to 
vote  for  seventy-one.  I  stated  this  to  my  con- 
stituency. I  voted  last  session  in  favour  of 
seventy-one  members  on  these  grounds  —  and 
I  do  not  think  I  have  seen  much  reason  to 
alter  my  opinion  in  that  respect — namely,  that 
there  are  not  more  than  seventy-one  members 
who  take  any  interest  in  the  business  of  the 
country.  That  is  the  ground  which  I  took  last 
session ;  but,  owing  to  the  action  of  the  Com- 
missioners in  their  readjustment  of  the  elec- 
torates, and  seeing  that  the  provincial  district 
from  which  I  come  sulTered  enormously  by  that 
action,  I  am  not  prepared  to  placo  such  a 
power  as  this  in  their  hands.  If  it  hod  been 
seventy-five  outside  the  Native  members,  I 
should  not  have  had  any  objection  to  the  pro- 
posal. I  trust  that  the  Premier  is  not  going  to 
pledge  us  to  this  specified  number,  but  will 
accept  the  number  seventy-five  or  seventy-six, 
as  the  case  may  be.  1  do  not  intend  to  vote 
against  the  second  reading  of  the  Bill;  but  I 
hope  the  matter  will  be  dealt  with  in  Com- 
mittee in  a  fair  and  impartial  spirit. 

Mr.  MARC  HA  NT.— I  intend  to  vote 
against  the  second  reading  of  this  Bill.  The 
matter  is  one  of  very  great  importance  to  the 
district  in  which  I  live,  because,  so  far  as  I  can 
judge,  it  means  a  loss  of  one  member  to  the 
Taranaki  Provincial  District.  Undoubtedly, 
the  electors  in  my  part  of  the  world  did  not 
consider  this  question  during  the  late  election, 
and  I  am  not  prepared  to  take  upon  myself  the 
responsibility  of  voting  for  the  second  reading 
of  a  measure  which  will  so  seriously  curtail 
their  representation.  At  two  or  three  places 
where  I  addressed  the  electors  I  was  asked 
whether  I  would  .support  a  reduction  in  the 
number  of  members,  and  I  said  "  No."  I  gave 
as  my  reason  that  I  was  undoubtedly  in  favour 
of  reasonable  retrenchment,  and  that  a  reduc- 
tion of  the  honorarium  would  meet  my  view  in 
that  direction,  but  that  to  curtail  the  number 
of  members  from  ninety-five  to  seventy  would, 
I  considered,  so  very  largely  extend  the  area  of 
country  districts  that  a  great  number  of  them 
would  bo  very  unwieldly,  and  that  there  would 
not  be  much  community  of  interest  between 
different  parts  which  would  then  belong  to  the 
same  constituency.  There  was  no  pressure  put 
upon  me.  I  was  asked  the  question  at  the  time, 
and  I  gave  that  answer.  I  now  intend  to  stand 
by  the  attitude  I  then  assumed.  If  this  Bill 
goes  through,  and  the  country  electorates  are 
so  very  much  enlarged,  I  believe  the  effect 
will  be  most  injurious  to  the  whole  country. 
When  speaking  on  the  honorarium  question 
the  other  night  I  said  I  thought  it  a  mistake 
that  this  Bill  had  not  been  brought  down  at 
the  same  time  as  or  before  the  Bill  reducing 
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the  honorarium,  because  it  appeared  to  me 
that  £150  would  not  bo  sufficient  to  enable  a 
poor  man  to  run  for  such  large  electorates 
aks  are  constituted  under  this  Bill,  and  dis- 
charge the  duties  satisfactorily  to  a  large  por- 
tion of  the  electorate  if  returned.  I  think 
there  is  plenty  of  time  yet  to  consider  this 
question.  In  all  probability  there  are  two 
years  before  it  can  come  into  force,  and  we  do 
not  know  what  change  may  come  over  things 
before  that  time.  At  all  events,  I  can  see  no 
pressing  need  for  passing  the  Bill  now. 

Mr.  KERB. — I  wish  to  give  tlie  reason  why 
I  am  going  to  vote  against  this  Bill.  I  cannot 
support  it  OS  long  as  tho  Representation  Act 
stands  in  the  way  that  it  does  now.  That  Act 
rests  on  the  population  basis.  To  pass  this 
Bill  would  simply  mean  to  do  away  with  num- 
bers of  outlying  districts  altogether,  and  there 
would  be  very  few  persons  here  but  members 
from  the  towns,  who  can  know  very  little  of 
the  country  districts.  If  the  Government  were 
to  alter  that,  I  would  vote  with  them.  If  they 
bring  down  local-government  Bills — which  I 
consider  ought  to  accompany  this  Bill — I  think 
we  might  reduce  the  number  of  membets  very 
much  below  seventy.  In  the  Waste  Lands 
Committee  to-day  there  were  honourable  mem- 
bers representing  every  part  of  the  colony,  and 
there  was  a  great  difference  of  opinion  as  to 
the  price  of  land.  Honourable  members  from 
Otago  think  the  land  worth  a  certain  price, 
and  I  believe  the  land  there  is  much  better 
than  and  will  consequently  fetch  a  higher 
price  than  the  land  in  the  North.  I  defy  any 
one  to  pass  a  land- law  in  this  country  which 
will  satisfy  every  part  of  the  colony.  For  in- 
stance, in  Auckland,  if  you  put  the  price  of 
land  there  at  10s.,  £1,  or  £1  10s.,  perhaps  not 
fifty  acres  of  it  may  be  worth  that  in  many 
places.  In  the  country  I  come  from  it  is 
exactly  the  same.  I  feel  satisfied  that  the 
whole  of  this  difficulty  would  be  removed  ii  we 
had  our  own  local  bodies,  as  we  had  at  the 
time  of  the  Provincial  Governments.  We  then 
could  tax  ourselves.  We  could  put  land  up  for 
sale,  and  if  it  was  worth  only  2s.  6d.  an  acre 
we  got  that  for  it ;  and  then  we  were  able  to  got 
taxes  from  the  owners.  As  it  is  now,  in  the 
district  I  come  from  all  the  available  good 
land  is  bought  up,  and  there  is  only  the  rub- 
bish left.  It  is  no  good  to  the  people,  and, 
if  the  price  is  not  reduced,  in  a  few  years 
it  will  not  bo  wortli  a  penny  to  the  State. 
By  introducing  a  proper  local-government  sys- 
tem—of which,  I  am  sure,  the  present  Llinistry 
are  capable— we  could  do  with  a  great  many 
fewer  members  than  we  have  here  now.  I 
believe  that  then  fifty  would  be  quite  sufficient 
to  represent  the  country.  But  unless  such  a 
scheme  is  effected  I  do  not  see  that  we  can  do 
with  any  reduction  at  all.  If  you  have  such  a 
reduction  the  outlying  districts  will  be  neg- 
lected. I  may  say  that  every  time  tho  Premier 
has  been  in  olfice  he  has  done  our  district 
injury.  We  have  only  got  one  and  a  half  mem- 
bers to  represent  the  whole  place.  I  have 
to  drive  over  three  or  four  hundred  miles  to 
visit  all  my  district  now ;  and,  if  the  number 
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of  members  is  reduced  to  seventy,  that  large 
part  of  the  colony,  which  is  as  fine  a  district  as 
any  in  New  Zealand,  will  have  only  one  mem- 
ber. As  to  reducing  the  Maori  representation, 
I  think  that  is  a  very  wrong  thing.  We  have  a 
lot  of  Maoris  in  our  district :  and,  unless  it  is  to 
get  sweet  revenge,  I  cannot  see  what  motive 
there  can  be  for  doing  this.  It  is  proposed  to 
add  the  South  Island  Natives  to  the  Western 
Maori  District,  which  is  already  an  immense 
district ;  and,  if  you  add  the  South  Island  to 
the  district  of  the  honourable  member  for  the 
Western  Maori  District,  you  will  need  to  give 
him  the  whole  twelve  months  to  enable  him 
to  visit  the  whole  of  his  constituents ;  and 
tho  people  will  not  like  that.  The  Native 
members  from  this  Island  know  very  well  that 
their  districts  are  so  large  that  they  cannot 
take  in  any  more  arsa.  I  am  satisiSed  that 
one  member  or  two  for  the  City  of  Welling- 
ton would  be  quite  sufficient :  and  then  the 
city  representatives  would  not  be  able  to  do  so 
much  more  than  the  representatives  for  coim- 
tiy  districts.  Unless  you  have  a  member  to 
represent  a  country  district  properly,  and  see 
to  the  roads  and  bridges  and  one  thing  and 
another  absolutely  necessary  for  the  benefit  of 
the  country,  you  might  as  well  disfranchise  us 
altogether,  and  let  the  towns  represent  the 
whole  country  at  large.  I  am  satisfied  that 
until  the  Ministry  brings  in  a  local-govern- 
ment Bill  to  enable  the  local  bodies  to  tax 
themselves  and  spend  their  own  money  we 
shall  never  have  a  system  of  government  that 
will  be  suitable  to  this  country.  Then,  there  ia 
the  honourable  member  for  the  BuUer,  who 
has  to  go  all  the  way  into  the  Nelson  District? 
which  any  of  us  could  as  well  represent  as  he 
can.  He  cannot  get  there  at  all  unless  he  gets 
there  by  steamer,  and  then  it  takes  him  fonr 
hours  to  get  there.  What  does  it  matter  if  a 
man  represents  ten  thousand  or  five  thousand 
people,  so  long  as  they  ore  all  in  one  district  ? 
He  then  sees  them  all,  and  he  can  do  justice 
to  them,  no  matter  what  number  there  may  be. 
The  electors  expect  a  member  to  go  round  onoe 
a  year ;  and  every  third  year  ho  has  to  run 
the  election  —  the  man  who  can  get  his  foot 
out  of  that  is  a  cleverer  man  than  I  am  — 
and  you  are  only  going  to  put  it  into  the  hands 
of  a  man  who  has  capital  to  do  it  with.  I  am 
sure  the  district  I  represent  will  oppose  this 
Bill.  Kvery  time  the  Premier  has  hml  an  op- 
portunity of  doing  an  injury  to  that  district  he 
has  given  it  his  hobnailed  boot.  He  has  given 
it  kicks  already.  The  Minister  of  Justice  said 
that  if  the  number  of  members  were  reduced 
the  members  %v6uld  be  much  better  men  ;  but 
I  believe  the  men  we  have  in  the  House  now 
are  as  good  as  you  can  select  from  the  country. 
And  it  appears  to  me  the  honourable  gentleman 
does  not  know  what  the  people  want.  He  told 
us  that  the  Alaori  members  for  the  North  Island 
would  be  able  to  represent  tho  South  Island 
better  than  the  honourable  member  now  does 
who  knows  that  Island.  The  honourable 
gentleman  knows  nothing  about  it,  because 
the  Maoris  in  the  South  Island  feel  veiy 
keenly  on  this  subject,  and  will  bo  very  disi- 
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^jdeased  if  yoa  take  one  member  away — (he 
only  member  they  have  got.  The  Government 
have  robbed  these  Maoris  of  their  lands,  treated 
them  like  little  children,  and  have  paid  the 
Natives  when  they  liked  or  what  they  liked ; 
and  they  are  a  good  deal  worse  oS  at  present 
than,  ever  they  were  before  in  all  their  lives. 
I  want  to  know  why  the  Natives  cannot  have 
the  working  of  theii  own  lands,  for  I  am  satis- 
fied that  the  Natives  in  oar  district  could  work 
the  lands  with  any  white  man  in  the  country. 
If  this  Bill  is  adopted  they  will  have  no  meaos 
to  let  the  Government  know  their  wonts  in  any 
shape  or  form.  I  think  the  Premier  is  doing  a 
very  wron;;  thing  in  taking  away  the  member 
from  the  South  Island  ;  and,  if  it  is  not  for  im- 
proper purposes  be  is  doing  it,  I  say  they  will 
think  it  is.  I  hope  the  Bill  will  not  be  read  a 
second  time. 

Mr.  TAYLOR. — Before  the  discussion  goes 
any  further,  if  the  Premier  will  allow  me  to  ask 
him  a  question  it  might  save  much  discus- 
sion. There  are  a  number  of  honourable  mem  - 
berii  who  believe  that  the  Premier  is  pledged  to 
carry  the  reduction  mentioned  in  the  Bill.  I 
understand  that  is  not  so ;  and  if  the  Premier 
will  give  us  an  opportunity  of  fixing  the  num- 
ber at  eighty  the  difiSculty  would  be  got  over. 
If  it  is  decided  to  fix  the  number  at  seventy 
I,  for  one,  shall  oppose  the  Bill. 

Mr.  HOBBS. — It  is  quite  amusing  to  hear 
some  honourable  members  to-day  discussing 
this  measure  as  if  it  wore  a  new  measure, — 
especially  the  honourable  member  for  Kumara, 
who  must  remember  that  last  Session  this 
matter  was  very  well  discussed  and  fought 
ont,  and  if  it  had  not  been  for  his  own  action 
it  would  now  have  been  the  law  of  the  land. 
He  said  that  the  Bill  was  of  no  particular 
consequence  to  bim,  as,  no  matter  how  large 
his  district  was,  he  would  be  certain  to  come 
back  hero.  If  the  honourable  gentleman  will 
pardon  me,  I  say  it  would  be  a  great  calamity 
to  this  House.  Hansard  is  full  of  his  speeches, 
and  I  wish  his  constituents  joy  in  reading  them. 
I  think  it  would  have  a  good  effect  to  reduce 
tlie  number  of  members  to  seventy.  We  should 
have  less  talking  in  the  House,  and  I  feel  sure  if 
the  number  were  reduced  we  should  have  more 
nseful  legislation.  The  honourable  member 
for  Auckland  Central  was,  I  think,  hardly  con- 
sistent in  his  speech  to-night,  when  he  spoke 
about  tbo  llaori  members  and  expressed  the 
opinion  that  they  had  not  been  fairly  treated 
iu  this  House.  He  knows  very  well  t^at  when 
I  introduced  a  Bill  to  increase  the  Maori  repre- 
sentation his  Government  threw  out  the  Bill. 
1  tell  those  Native  members  not  to  put  their 
trust  in  princes.  The  honourable  gentleman 
made  remarks  to-night  also  with  reference  to 
the  reduction  in  tlie  honorarium;  but  I  say 
that,  among  the  fourteen  who  voted  against 
the  redaction,  you  will  find  all  of  those  who 
wore  the  stonewallers  and  long  speakers  in  this 
House,  though  I  do  not  meau  to  say  that  the 
whole  of  the  fourteen  were  stonewallers. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— Are  you  referring  to  a 
division  which  has  taken  place  this  session  ? 

Mr.  HOBBS.— Yes,  this  session. 


Mr.  SPEAKER.— Then  you  are  wrong  in 
doing  so,  as  reference  to  what  took  place  during 
the  debates  of  the  present  session  is  not 
allowed. 

Mr.  HOBBS.— There  is  one  point  in  the  Bill 
which  I  hope  will  receive  the  consideration  of 
the  Government,  and  that  is  the  reduction  of 
the  Maori  members.  I  am  entirely  opposed 
to  that;  and  when  l!ie  proper  time  comes, 
in  Committee,  I  shall  move  that  the  word 
"  three "  be  struck  out  and  "  four  "  inserted, 
and  that  instead  of  seventy  members  we  have 
seventy-four,  I  think  that  would  be  a  better 
measure  than  even  allowing  Maoris  to  appear 
on  our  electoral  rolls.  The  Maoris  do  not  care 
for  the  European  representation,  but  they  do 
care  for  their  own.  I  hope  that  when  the  Pre- 
mier replies  he  will  say  that  he  is  prepared  to 
accept  such  a  proposal  an  this.  It  would  be 
fair  to  all  parties — to  the  South  Island  and 
the  North  Island.  It  would  be  unfair  to  the 
South  Lsland  to  deprive  it  of  representation. 
There  are  about  forty  thousand  Maoris,  and 
they  have  four  members  to  represent  them. 
I  shall  vote  for  their  remaining  at  four  mem- 
bers. I  have  no  other  remarks  to  make,  except 
that  I  shall  support  the  Bill,  with  the  hope 
that  the  present  number  of  Maori  memberi: 
will  be  retained.  Vie  have  heard  the  honour 
able  member  for  Waimca  give  us  a  dissertatior 
on  the  Land  Bill,  but  I  do  not  know  what  that 
has  to  do  witli  the  Representation  Bill.  I  hope 
we  shall  now  proceed  to  business,  and  read 
this  Bill  a  second  time. 

Mr,  STUART-MENTEATH.— Sir.  I  take  it 
that  the  Bill  now  before  us  is  part  of  one  grand 
scheme  of  reorganization.  Unfortunately,  it  it 
only  a  fragment  of  that  scheme ;  but,  if  th» 
scheme  in  its  entirety  is  carried  foe  the  benefit 
of  the  colony,  then  this  Bill  will  be  about  tht 
most  useful  of  the  measures  introduced  to  the 
House.  But  I  hold  that  if  this  Bill  passes,  and 
the  other  measures  do  not  pass,  then  this  Bill 
will  be  a  curse  to  the  country  instead  of  a 
blessing.  Hitherto,  since  the  abolition  of  the 
provinces,  this  House  has  discharged  two  func- 
tions— a  political  function  and  the  function  of 
a  Board  of  Works.  If  this  country  is  going  tc 
pursue  the  policy  which  it  has  pursued  daring 
the  last  ten  or  eleven  years — the  policy  of  tax 
ing  the  whole  population  of  the  colony  and  dis- 
tributing the  moneys  borrowed  on  the  security 
of  that  taxation  to  particular  districts — then 
I  hold  we  should  maintain  our  present  number 
of  members.  The  present  Government  have 
given  us  some  indication  that  it  is  their  inten- 
tion to  put  a  stop  to  this  so-called  policy  of 
colonisation — this  policy  of  road-making  and 
railroad-making  out  of  public  expenditure  of 
public  money.  If  that  is  to  bo  the  completed 
policy  of  the  Government,  and  if  they  will 
carry  it  out  in  a  thorough  manner,  then  this 
Bill  will  be  of  great  use  to  thu  country.  A 
great  many  false  issues,  I  venture  to  think,  have 
been  raised  in  this  debate.  Something  has 
been  said  against  this  Bill  as  not  beiug  of  a 
democratic  character.  The  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Kumara  said  it  would  tend  to  increase 
the  importance  of  the  property -vote;  but  the 
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honounvble  member  for  Kumara  cannot  pos- 
sibly have  studied  the  question.  He  knows 
that  persons  posRessing  property  in  different 
districts,  and  being  able  now  to  reach  several 
districts  in  one  day,  exert  the  strength  of 
property.  Enlarge  the  districts,  and  you  make 
the  property-vote  o{  less  force.  To  pass  this 
Bill  is  to  destroy  the  Ktrength  of  the  property- 
vote.  Then,  again,  it  has  been  said  that  repre- 
sentation will  be  put  into  tlie  bands  of  the 
wealthy  if  the  number  of  members  be  reduced. 
Why,  we  know  that  wherever  wealth  has 
exerted  the  greatest  influence  it  has  always 
been  in  the  small  constituencies ;  the  smaller 
the  constituencies  the  greater  the  personal 
influence  of  the  individual.  Enlarge  the  dis- 
tricts and  you  get  much  purer  representation. 
Therefore  it  is  that  I  shall  vote  for  decreasing 
the  number  of  members,  looking  upon  it,  as 
I  do,  as  removing  from  the  floor  of  this  House 
a  great  many  local  interests  which,  if  we  are 
to  cease  our  borrowing  policy,  would  be  a 
curse  to  it.  I  look  to  it  also  to  purify  the  elec- 
tions. But  there  is  ono  great  question  involved 
in  this  Bill  which  tliis  House  will  have  to 
consider,  and. which,  as  far  as  I  have  listened 
to  this  debate,  has  not  been  mentioned  by 
honourable  members.  By  passing  this  Bill  at 
this  early  stage  of  the  present  Parliament  wo 
are  putting  it  into  the  power  of  the  Govern- 
ment to  say,  "  Well,  gentlemen,  if  you  do  not 
like  our  policy  we  shall  appeal  to  the  country. 
You  know  what  that  means.  You  know  that 
twenty-five  seats  in  tliis  House  will  not  be  filled 
again.  If  we  go  to  the  country  after  next 
session,  you  know  very  well  that  twenty-five  of 
you  will  have  to  perpetrate  the  'happy  de- 
spatch,' and  not  coming  back  will  cut  short 
their  parliamentary  career  by  two  years."  That 
is  a  consideration  to  be  borne  in  mind.  No 
doubt,  if  we  were  writing  a  sentimental  essay, 
we  might  despise  this  result  of  tho  imme- 
diate coming  into  force  of  this  Bill ;  hut  we 
are  treating  this  matter  practically,  and  we 
know  perfectly  well  that  if  the  House  passes 
the  Bill  it  will  place  an  enormous  power  in 
the  hands  of  the  Government.  We  know  \ety 
well  tliat  next  session  this  thought  will  be 
uppermost  in  tlie  minds  of  honourable  gentle- 
men :  "  The  question Ihave  to  ask  myself  in  this : 
Will  this  vote  cost  me  my  seat?"  Honour- 
able gentlemen  will  not  acknowledge  that  they 
will  entertain  such  a  feeling,  but  we  know  that 
all  minds  are  very  liable  to  self-deception,  and 
therefore  I  say  the  very  strongest  feeling  of  the 
session  of  18S8  will  be  this :  "  Are  the  Govern- 
ment able  to  apply  for  a  dissolution,  and 
are  we  going  to  cut  short  our  parliamentary 
career  by  two  years?  "  Now,  I  wish  to  see  the 
policy  of  the  Govemment  as  a  whole  carried 
out ;  but  the  Government,  this  year,  have  been 
chiefly  employed — and  it  is  not  their  fault  that 
they  have  been  so  employed  —  in  the  work  of 
destruction.  They  have  a  great  work  of  con- 
struction to  do,  and  it  will  depend  very  much 
upon  the  way  they  carry  that  out  whether 
their  tenure  of  office  will  be  for  the  benefit  of 
the  colony  or  not.  Therefore  I  say  that,  when 
we  consider  questions  like  these,  questions  in- 
Jlr.  Stuart-lfenUath 


volving  tho  reorganization  of  the  whole  con- 
dition of  the  colony,  we  must  not  be  trammelled 
in  our  judgment  by  the  consideration  which 
the  passing  of  tliis  Bill  must  involve.  I 
shall  vote  for  the  second  reading  of  this  Bill 
because,  as  I  have  already  said,  I  believe  in 
the  principle,  coupled  with  the  scheme  of 
retrenchment  which  the  Government  have  be- 
gun ;  but  I  should  much  prefer  to  sec  the 
Government  postpone  the  final  carrying  of  the 
measure  until  their  completed  policy  is  before 
the  country  next  year.  I  think  if  tney  adopt 
that  course  they  will  be  adopting  a  manly 
course.  With  the  large  majority  they  have  now 
got,  they  can  no  doubt  carry  this  measure  this 
year;  but  I  think  the  country  will  appreciate 
their  motives,  and  the  House  will  appreciate 
them,  if  they  say,  "  We  will  not  avail  ourselves 
of  the  majority  which  the  House  has  given  us, 
but  wo  will  hold  this  measure  over  till  our  com- 
plete policy  is  brought  down  next  session,  and 
then  say,  '  Now,  gentlemen,  you  see  the  whole 
of  our  policy,  and  we  ask  you  to  give  us  the 
power  which  this  measure  confers.' "  That  is 
iny  view  of  the  matter;  but,  at  tho  same  time, 
I  intend  to  vote  fur  the  second  reading  of  the 
Bill,  reserving  to  myself  freedom  of  action  as 
to  future  stages. 

Colonel  FKASER. — I  think  if  there  was  one 
subject  on  which  the  electors  clearly  deter- 
mined at  last  elections  it  was  that  there  should 
be  a  reduction  in  tho  number  of  members  of 
this  House.  I  was  so  impressed  with  this 
■  that  I  myself  brought  in  a  Bill  at  the  be- 
ginning of  tho  session ;  but,  in  consequence 
of  the  Government  determining  to  deal  with 
the  matter  themselves,  I  withdrew  that  Bill. 
I  think  the  measure  ought  to  be  persisted  in  to 
the  end  by  tho  Iklinistry  this  session,  and  I  feel 
quite  sure  they  will  better  accomplish  the  pass- 
ing of  it  now  than  if  they  postpone  it.  We 
all  know  that  a  great  many  of  us  have  been 
returned  pledged  to  a  reduction  in  the  number 
of  members;  and  if  the  Government  allow 
another  j'car  to  pass  over  our  heads  some  of  us 
may  have  very  convenient  memories  and  forget 
our  pledge.  The  Government  have  the  posi- 
tion now  in  their  own  hands :  let  them,  then, 
pass  this  measure  ;  and  I  have  no  doubt  they 
will  do  so  bj-  a  very  largo  majority.  With  re- 
gard to  the  Maori  representation,  I  should 
much  have  preferred  to  see  the  special  Maori 
representation  done  away  with  altogether.  If 
that  were  done,  and  the  number  of  members 
were  reduced  as  the  Govuninient  propose,  the 
Maoris  would  bo  much  more  largely  repre- 
sented than  they  are  now  with  four  of  their 
own  members.  The  Maori  population  of 
the  two  Islands  is  about  forty  thousand, 
and  I  know  that  there  are  many  honourable 
gentlemen  who  occupy  seats  in  this  House 
now  who,  if  such  a  measure  wore  carried, 
would  be  seen  here  no  more,  for  the  Maoris 
would  have  the  power  to  turn  tho  elec- 
tions in  their  respective  districts.  When  I 
think  of  the  resolution  brought  forward  by  the 
honourable  member  for  the  Eastern  Maori 
District,  affirming  that  the  Maoris  and  the 
^hite  people  should  be  treated  as  one,  I  feel 
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convinced  that,  if  that  were  carried,  the  llaoria 
would  certainly  have  four  members  in  the  new 
Parliament.  I  also  feel  quite  sure  that  if 
Maoris  were  to  stand  for  several  of  tlie  present 
white  constituencies  they  would  almost  cer- 
tainly be  returned.  That  is,  of  course,  a  matter 
of  which  they  are  themselves  the  best  judges ; 
but  I  think  I  should  go  in  that  direction  if  I 
were  in  the  position  which  the  Government 
occupy  at  present.  With  regard  to  the  re- 
duction of  the  honorarium  and  the  reduction 
of  the  number  of  members,  it  may  be  said 
that  that  may  have  the  effect  of  returning 
representatives  of  the  wealthier  class  to  this 
Assembly.  Possibly  that  may  be  the  case ; 
but,  whether  it  would  be  so  or  not,  there  is 
no  doubt  that  the  country  is  in  favour  of  re- 
ducing both  the  honorarium  and  the  number 
of  members  at  present;  but  whether  it  will 
have  changed  its  views  by  the  end  of  next 
session  or  not  I  cannot  say.  I  hope  that  the 
Government,  having  a  majority  at  their  bock, 
and  knowing  that  this  is  the  wish  of  the  elec- 
tors, will  not  shirk  their  duty,  but  will  carry 
the  Bill  through  to  completion. 

Mr.  PYKE.  —  Sir,  1  was  returned  to  this 
House  pledged  to  oppose  this  measure  in  the 
shape  in  which  it  is  now  placed  before  us, 
and  I  think  nothing  worse  could  bo  done  for 
Kew  Zealand  than  to  pass  such  a  Bill  as  that 
offered  to  us.  I  do  not  object  to  a  reduction  in 
the  number  of  members ;  I  think  it  could  be 
done  with  very  great  advantage  indeed  to  the 
transaction  of  public  business.  But  this  Bill  is 
a  mere  skeleton.  As  the  honourable  member 
for  Te  Aro  said,  it  is  but  a  fragment  <ii  a  large 
policy,  and  it  is  not  right  for  the  Government 
to  bring  down  that  fragment  until  they  bring 
down  the  remainder  of  their  policy.  What  we 
want  to  get  rid  of  before  we  reduce  the  number 
of  memberfi  is  what  I  may  call  the  individualism 
of  representation.  So  long  as  we  have  single 
electorates,  so  long  as  one  man  has  to  be  per- 
sonally responsible  to  a  large  number  of  people 
living  on  a  large  area  of  country,  so  long  will 
this  Parliament  be  no  better  than  what  it  has 
been  described  as — a  "  Board  of  Works."  The 
reduction  in  the  number  of  members  should  be 
•dependent  on  a  local  -  government  measure, 
such  as  was  promised  us  when  the  provinces 
were  abolished,  but  which  has  ncvor  been  given 
to  U8.  When  we  talk  of  retrenchment  we  should 
begin  systematically ;  we  should  begin  at  the 
root.  The  people  look  to  this  House  for  every 
road  and  bridge,  and  the  House  is  hampered 
in  its  political  action  by  honourable  members 
making  it  a  lever  to  try  and  get  what  they 
can  for  their  constituents.  Until  a  measure  is 
brought  down  freeing  us  from  that  and  giving 
as  such  a  system  of  local  government  that  the 
words  "road"  and  "bridge"  shall  never  be 
mentioned  in  this  House,  we  shall  never  have 
efiective  government,  we  shall  never  have  real 
retrenchment.  Ko  man  has  such  a  scheme 
more  closely  at  heart  than  I  have,  and  I  would 
appeal  to  the  head  of  the  Government  now,  and 
strongly  advise  him  not  to  press  this  measure 
at  the  present  time,  for  many  reasons :  firstly, 
because  he  should  first  bring  down  a  proper 


scheme  of  retrenchment  and  local  govern- 
ment ;  and,  secondly,  I  say  this  measure  is 
premature.  Why,  it  is  possible,  and  probable, 
that  in  1890  the  population  of  this  coun- 
try may  be  sufficient  to  warrant  the  present 
number  of  members ;  and  the  Bill  cannot 
take  effect  till  then.  We  ore  not  going  to 
have  a  dissolution.  Those  honourable  gentle- 
men are  going  to  sit  there  for  this  Parlia- 
ment, and  possibly  for  longer ;  and  I  shall 
be  very  glad  to  see  them  there.  But  I  cannot 
absolutely  traverse  my  political  opinions  to 
support  them  in  bringing  down  such  a  measure 
as  this.  It  is  reactionary,  it  is  revolutionary,  it 
is  auti-progressive.  Take  this  Bill  and  take 
with  it  the  reduction-of-the-honorarium  Bill, 
and  I  say  that  the  two  things  combined  will 
render  it  impossible  for  any  man  to  contest  an 
election  unless  he  has  a  well-filled  purse  at  his 
disposal.  You  will  deprive  the. people  at  once 
of  their  proper  representation  in  this  House 
if  you  carry  the  Bill  into  effect.  If  the  Go- 
vernment would  consent  to  do  something 
of  this  kind,  even  :  if  they  would  so  far 
modify  their  proposal  as  to  say  that  the  country 
should  bo  divided  into  twenty-eight  districts, 
or  whatever  the  number  might  bo,  and  three 
representatives  should  bo  returned  for  each 
district,  —  I  could  accept  it.  But  with  indi- 
vidual representation  contained  in  it  I  must 
vote  against  it ;  I  cannot  vote  for  it.  It  means 
that  candidates  must  travel  over  large  areas  of 
country  at  great  expense,  and  it  is  putting  it 
beyond  the  power  of  an  ordinary  candidate  to 
incur  the  expense  and  loss  of  time  consequent 
thereupon.  There  has  always  been  in  my 
mind  a  feeling  that  the  first  step  which  should 
be  taken  by  any  Government  coming  down 
to  this  House  and  undertaking  the  onerous 
duties  the  present  Government  have  under- 
taken should  be  to  initiate  a  proper  system  of 
local  government;  and.  until  they  do  that,  all 
theso  schemes  of  retrenchment  will  fail  of  their 
effect.  It  is  not  by  cutting  down  the  number 
of  members,  it  is  not  by  cutting  down  their 
own  salaries,  and  it  is  not  by  reducing  the 
honorarium,  that  any  great  saving  will  lie 
effected.  The  saving  will  be  effected  when 
people  have  to  pay  for  their  own  roods  and 
bridges  out  of  their  own  pockets,  and  when 
this  House  has  nothing  whatever  to  say  to  the 
matter.  Then  we  shall  have  what  we  never 
have  had  yet  —  laws  carefully  considered, 
properly  drafted,  and  put  before  this  House  in 
such  a  manner  that  they  will  be  not  what 
they  are  now,  something  little  less  than  a 
disgrace  to  the  Statute  Book.     I  cannot  stip- 

Eort  the  Bill  as  it  stands,  and  I  ask  the  mem- 
ers  of  the  Government  not  to  push  it  into 
Committee,  because,  if  it  goes  into  Committee, 
we  shall  be  compelled  to  alter  it  until  its 
authors  will  be  hardly  able  to  recognise  it. 

Mr.  ALLEN. — The  honourable  member  for 
the  Dunstan  has  made  use  of  some  very  flowery 
expressions  —  such  expressions  as  the  "  indi- 
vidualism of  representation,"  and  "  local  govern- 
ment " — a  term,  I  suppose,  very  dear  to  all  of 
us ;  but  I  am  Sony  to  find  that  the  honourable 
gentleman  has  not  seen  in  this  measure  at  any 
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i»te  some  beginning  of  local  seU-govemment. 
It  seems  to  me  that,  if  we  ever  are  to  have 
local  self-government,  it  must  be  by  a  large 
reduction  of  the  number  of  members  in  this 
House,  and  a  corresponding  reduction  in  the 
work  done  here.  I  heard  an  honourable  mem- 
ber this  afternoon  say  tliat,  although  local  self- 
government  meant  the  expenditure  of  money 
by  local  bodies,  it  never  seemed  to  bring  about 
in  this  House  a  smaller  expenditure. 

Mr.  TAYLOR.— I  might  explain  that  I  said 
the  taxation  of  local  bodies — which  taxation 
vros  expended  on  local  works — does  not  bring 
about  a  reduction  in  the  general  expenditure 
of  the  country.  Thai  is  quite  a  different 
matter. 

Mr.  ALLEN.  —  I  still  maintain  that  the 
honourable  gentleman  said  it  brought  about  no 
corresponding  reduction  here.  It  matters  little 
to  me  whether  he  said  they  raised  more  money 
for  local  expenditure  or  not.  The  fact  remains 
tliat,  though  tlie  local  expenditure  is  increased, 
the  general  expenditure  is  not  decreased ;  and 
on  that  I  found  my  argument  that,  if  we  are 
to  have  a  decrease  of  expenditure  here,  and 
any  attempt  at  local  self-government,  it  must 
be  by  lessening  the  general  expenditure,  and  by 
lessening  the  number  of  members  who  come 
here.  The  honourable  member  for  the  Dunstan 
has  also  attempted  to  make  use  of  an  argu- 
ment which  has  been  ably  answered  by  the 
honourable  member  for  Te  Aro.  He  said  that 
the  enlargement  of  the  country  districts  meant 
that  only  a  well -filled  purse  could  enable  a 
man  to  contest  a  scat.  Sir,  there  sits  in  this 
House  no  stronger  argument  to  exactly  the 
contrary  than  the  honourable  member  for  the 
Dunstan  himself.  The  honourable  member  for 
the  Dunstan  travels  throughout  the  length 
and  breadth  of  his  district,  and  it  never  costs 
him,  I  believe,  a  halfpenny.  His  intense  popu- 
larity, his  great  geniality,  carries  him  through 
his  district  without  his  having  to  put  his  hand 
in  his  pocket.  The  honourable  gentleman  on 
iny  right  suggests,  also,  his  attractive  appear- 
ance. I  was  not  going  to  mention  that ;  but, 
still,  that  also  is  a  factor  in  the  case ;  and  I 
venture  to  assure  you  that  the  honourable 
member  for  the  Dunstan  is  met  open-handed 
wherever  he  goes ;  he  has  a  buggy  here,  and  a 
buggy  there,  and  this  man  anil  that  places  his 
house  at  his  disposal.  And  so,  I  say,  it  will 
bo  with  those  who  are  competent  to  represent 
their  districts  :  the  farmers  will  find  means  and 
capabilities  for  carrying  them  through  the  dis- 
trict, and  enabling  them  to  see  and  ieom  what 
they  want  to  learn.  There  has  been,  besides 
the  argument  that  the  Bill  was  in  the  interests 
of  the  wealthy  landowners,  and  so  on,  another 
argument  raised  against  the  passing  of  the 
Bill.  It  has  been  asked,  Why  do  we  now  pass 
this  measure  when  it  will  be  throe  years  before 
there  is  any  likelihood  of  its  coming  into  effect  ? 
There  are  many  reasons  why  we  should  do  so, 
and  I  was  sorry  to  hear  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Te  Aro,  who  so  ably  answered  other 
arguments  against  the  Bill,  arguing  in  this  re- 
spect in  favour  of  those  who  are  opposing  the 
Bill.  He  said  it  would  give  great  power  to  the 
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Government,  m  it  would  place  in  their  hands 
the  possibility  of  threatening  some  five-ond- 
twenty  men  that  they  would  lose  their  seats  if 
they  did  not  vote  with  the  Government.  If  I 
read  argument  aright  that  argument  may  bo 
used  in  a  contrary  direction.  It  seems  to  me 
that,  if  a  man  is  threatened  by  the  Government 
that  he  is  going  to  lose  his  seat,  he  is  not  going 
to  look  to  the  Government  to  regain  it  suppos- 
ing he  should  lose  it.  He  has  to  answer  to  his 
constituents,  and  to  nobody  elsso ;  and  do  you 
think  that  a  man  going  back  to  his  constituents 
and  saying  he  had  been  "led  by  the  nose " 
by  any  Government  would  ever  have  a  chance 
of  wiuning  a  seat  again  ?  No,  he  would  lose 
it,  and  lose  it  justly.  The  argument  is  en- 
tirely in  the  opposite  direction,  if  in  any  direc- 
tion at  all.  Then,  what  arguments  are  there 
in  favour  of  passing  this  measure  three  years 
before  it  is  tustually  wanted?  There  is  this 
argument,  and  it  is  a  very  potent  one :  We  are 
closer  now,  and  every  member  must  know  we 
are  closer  now,  to  our  electioneering  pledges. 
There  is  no  question  about  it  that  the  longer 
the  time  we  aro  from  our  electioneering 
pledges  the  less  the  hold  will  those  clec- 
toneering  pledges  have  upon  many  of  us. 
I  tliink  there  can  be  no  stronger  instance 
of  it,  or,  at  any  rate,  no  stronger  proof  of 
the  effect  that  close  elections  may  have,  than 
the  fate  that  this  measure  met  with  last 
session.  It  passed  in  the  first  instance,  and 
was  then  brought  up  again  and  defeated  only 
by  a  casting-vote.  Sir,  I  maintain  that,  if 
the  last  House  hixd  been  true  to  their  pledges, 
and  true  to  the  best  interests  of  the  colony, 
they  would  have  passed  this  measure  and  mode 
it  law  then  ;  and  I  believe  they  would  have 
done  so  but  for  the  fear  of  losing  their  seats,  it 
being  close  upon  the  election- time.  Then,  it 
has  been  asked.  Why  pass  any  measure  three 
years  before  it  is  required  ?  But  can  it  not  be 
seen  that  tliis  is  a  measure  affecting  ourselves, 
— that  it  is  not  like  other  measures, — and  that 
measures  affecting  ourselves,  and  which  we 
naturally  feel  a  great  interest  in,  if  they  do 
become  law,  in  many  cases  must  be  passed 
before  thoy  are  absolutely  needed?  Then, 
again,  how  do  we  know  that  Parliament  will 
last  out  three  years  ?  It  is  possible  that  some 
biuruing  question  may  arise  which  may  cause 
the  Government,  whatever  Government  may  be 
upon  those  benches,  to  appeal  to  the  country  : 
and  do  we  want  the  same  trouble  again  that 
we  had  last  session — a  Commission  sitting  and 
the  election  pending  for  several  months,  with 
all  the  consequent  expense  ?  Surely  we  ought 
to  be  ready  for  anything  of  that  kind  whenever 
it  may  happen,  with  the  Bill  passed  into  law 
and  the  divisions  made  out,  so  that,  if  elections 
had  to  take  place,  there  would  be  no  need  for 
delay.  Then,  I  think  the  honourable  member 
for  St.  Albans  said  that  that  side  of  the  House 
— and  I  presume  he  meant  that  that  side  of 
the  House  was  going  to  vote  against  the  Bill — 
represented  democracy,  and  that  nobody  else 
did. 

Mr.  W.  P.  REEVES.— Hear,  hear. 

Mr.  ALLEN. — The  honourable  gentlemtm 
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says,  "  Heai,  hear."  I  may  tell  him  that  if  he 
likes  to  come  down  to  our  port  of  the  country 
I  ooald  show  him  that  there  are  gentlemen  on 
this  side  of  the  Honse  who  represent  the  de- 
mocracy, and  who  intend  to  vote  for  this  Bill. 
The  honourable  gentleman  told  us  that  upon 
this  side  of  the  House  those  supporting  the  Bill 
were  capitalists  and  Conservatives.  Who  repre- 
sent the  capital  and  the  power  of  the  countoy  1 
If  anybody  does,  it  is  the  members  of  the  Press, 
and  I  maintain  that  his  capital  has  much  more 
influence  upon  this  country  than  has  mine. 
Then,  he  told  us  on  this  side  of  the  Bouse  that 
we  were  Conservatives.  Sir,  it  is  upon  those 
benches  that  the  Conservatives  have  their 
seats ;  they  will  have  no  change,  they  want  no 
change,  they  want  no  progress,  but  they  want 
tlie  ninety-five  members  continued.  We  want 
change,  we  want  the  Bill  that  is  brought  clown 
to  become  the  law  of  the  country,  for  it  is  pro- 
gress :  it  is  liberalism,  and  we  want  liberalism ; 
they  want  conservatism  and  the  ninety-flve 
members.  Then,  the  honourable  member  also 
told  us,  in  talking  about  the  diflerence  in  the 
number  of  members  between  here  and  Victoria, 
that  onr  country  was  vastly  different  in  its  con- 
figuration, that  between  the  one  Island  and  the 
other  there  lay  Cook  Strait,  that  we  had  a  long 
extent  of  seaboard,  and  that  it  took  a  very 
great  deal  more  to  travel  over  this  country  than 
to  travel  in  centralised  Victoria.  I  admit  all 
that.  The  couiiguration  of  the  country  is  very 
different.  But  what  did  he  base  his  argu- 
ment upon?  Did  he  mean  that  representa- 
tion was  to  be  representation  of  area,  or  was 
it  to  be  representation  of  population?  Sir, 
I  maintain  that  representation,  if  it  is  to  be 
anything,  must  be  representation  of  people, 
sud  not  of  land.  And  then,  if  that  be  so,  of 
what  force  is  his  argument  ?  He  said  that  in 
1863  they  had  seventy-one  members,  and  that 
in  a  few  years  it  was  increased  to  eighty-four, 
and  that  was  found  enough.  Has  the  con- 
figuration of  the  country  altered  since  we  had 
sevent}--onc  members  ?  Has  it  altered  since 
we  had  eighty-four;  when  they  were  found  sufB- 
cient?  No;  it  is  not  the  area  of  the  country 
that  has  altered,  but  it  is  the  population ;  and 
the  only  reason  why  the  number  was  raised 
was,  not  that  the  configuration  of  the  country 
had  altered,  but  that  iv  few  more  people  had 
come  into  it.  And  in  these  days  we  have 
found  out  that  our  population  is  not  large 
enough  to  support  so  largo  a  number  of  mem- 
bers. We  find  that  in  Victoria,  with  double 
our  population,  there  are  not  so  many  mem- 
bers ;  it  is  not  the  area,  but  the  number  of 
their  men.  I  admit  that  we  have  to  take  area 
into  a  certain  amount  of  consideration,  but  that 
is  not  the  main  point.  The  main  point  is  the 
number  of  men,  and,  compared  with  any  country 
in  the  world,  we  are  vastly  overgovemed.  The 
honourable  member  for  Mount  Ida  this  after- 
noon also  tried  to  prove  from  this  question  of 
statistics  that  the  argument  was  on  his  side 
of  the  question.  He  said  that,  because  the 
representation  per  number  of  people  varied, 
that  was  a  reason  why  we  should  support  our 
present  number,  because  the  numbers  were  dif- 


ferent. The  argument  goes  the  other  way  also. 
If  we  stand  at  the  bottom  of  the  list, — if  we 
have  more  members  per  number  of  men  than 
any  other  country,  surely  we  ought  to  stop  and 
ask  ourselves  the  reason.  We  know  they  di£Eer ; 
but  why  are  we  at  the  bottom  of  the  list  ?  And 
if  any  person  answers  it  to  his  satisfaction  he 
must  come  to  the  conclusion  that  we  have  mora 
members  than  we  ought  to  have  to  represent  us. 
Then,  ho  talked  of  this  being  a  wrench.  He  said, 
"  Are  we  going  to  make  a  violent  wrench  like 
this  ?  "  If  I  remember  rightly,  the  honourable 
gentleman,  in  his  electioneering  speeches,  advo- 
cated the  most  violent  wrenoh  ever  thought 
of  when  ho  said,  "Stop  the  borrowing  policy 
altogether."  Surely  that  is  a  wrench  that  is 
miglity  in  comparison  with  this  wrench.  Ho 
said,  "  Stop  the  borrowing  policy."  I  should 
like  to  see  it  stopped.  I  admit  that  that  policy 
is  a  bad  policy,  and  I  think  it  is  a  wrench  that 
should  bo  made.  This  is  nothing  compared 
with  the  other.  I  will  now  refer  to  the  Natives 
in  a  few  words.  I  must  say  I  have  every  sym- 
pathy with  the  Natives ;  and  if  it  be  possible 
that  the  member  for  the  Eastern  Maori  Dis- 
trict can  bring  his  motion  forward,  and  if  that 
motion  should  be  acceptable  to  the  Houso,  then 
I  say  there  is  no  better  solution  of  the  difficulty 
than  by  putting  the  white  man  and  the  dark 
man  on  the  same  footing.  That  seems  to  me 
the  only  natural  conclusion,  and  if  we  can  only 
come  to  that  conclusion  I  believe  it  will  be  for 
the  advantage  and  welfare  of  both  races. 

Mr.  W.  P.  KEKVES.— May  I  be  allowed  to 
make  an  explanation  ?  The  honourable  mem- 
ber who  has  just  sat  down  has  stated  that  I 
was  opposed  to  any  reduction.  Now,  I  took 
very  great  pains  to  explain,  more  than  once, 
that  I  was  very  strongly  in  favour  of  a  reduc- 
tion to  eighty-four  members. 

Mr.  WABD. — I  am  not  going  to  make  a  long 
oration  on  this  question,  but  I  wish  to  state 
my  opinions  on  one  or  two  points  of  the  Bill 
before  voting.  We  have  heard  the  question  of 
democracy  raised  in  the  course  of  this  debate. 
Now,  I  am  here  representing  a  democratic  con- 
stituency, and  for  that  reason  I  am  going  to 
vote  for  the  second  reading  of  this  Bill.  When 
I  was  before  my  constituents  I  advocated  a 
reduction  of  the  members  of  this  House  to 
as  low  a  number  as  seventy ;  and  that  met  with 
general  acceptation  at  the  hands  of  my  consti- 
tuency. Since  I  came  to  this  House  I  have 
been  all  the  more  impressed  with  the  idea  that 
it  is  desirable  to  reduce  the  number.  A  great 
deal  of  time  may  not  have  been  altogether 
wasted ;  but,  to  my  mind,  a  great  deal  of  time 
has  been  frittered  away,  and  I  believe  that  if 
the  number  of  members  had  been  less  so  much 
valuable  time  would  not  have  been  frittered 
away.  Besides,  I  recognise  this :  that  by  the 
reduction  of  the  number  of  members — I  do  not 
care  to  what  extent — the  demands  of  different 
members  from  different  constituencies  will  be 
proportionately  decreased.  I  do  regret  that  the 
Government  have  decided  to  reduce  the  num- 
ber of  the  Native  members,  but  particularly 
so  as  it  is  tlie  member  from  the  South  Island 
who  v.  ill  have  to  go.     When  it  is  remembered 
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that  the  Maori  population  is  forty  thousand, 
it  docs  appear  to  me  to  be  a  wrong  step.  If 
the  number  is  reduced,  it  certainly  should 
be  on  the  population  basis.  With  the  four 
members  there  would  bo  one  for  every  ten 
thousand  of  population.  Upon  the  same  basis 
OS  the  European  representation  they  are  en- 
titled to  five  members.  How  is  the  colony  or 
the  Government  going  to  look  after  Native 
affairs  in  the  South  I.slond  if  the  representation 
is  taken  away  from  the  Natives  ?  We  have  to 
keep  in  view  old  feuds  between  the  North  and 
South  Island  Natives ;  and,  if  it  is  intended 
under  the  Representation  Act  that  the  Natives 
of  the  South  Island  shall  have  their  affairs 
managed  by  the  Natives  of  the  North  Island, 
1  venture  to  predict  that  it  will  act  very  un- 
satisfactorily. And,  although  the  number  of 
Natives  who  voted  in  the  South  Island  at  the 
last  election  was  only  416,  as  the  Minister  of 
Justice  stated,  we  should  not  take  advantage 
of  that  small  number  to  deprive  them  of  one 
member.  When  the  Bill  goes  into  Committee 
I  will  support  any  amendment  to  mcreose  the 
number  to  seventy  -  one,  so  that  the  Native 
race  may  have  its  old  proportion  of  representa- 
tion under  the  Act. 

Mr.  GRIMMOND.— It  has  been  said  by  the 
honourable  member  forDuncdin  East  that  this 
is  the  first  of  a  number  of  Bills  for  local  self- 
government.  I  have  in  vain  looked  to  see  any 
one  of  these  Bills.  Had  I  seen  these  I  might 
have  felt  inclined  to  give  this  Bill  my  support. 
Then,  he  tells  us  that  it  is  the  solution  of  a 
Liberal  problem.  If  it  is,  it  is  the  solution  of  a 
problem  backwards,  because  I  see  nothing  of 
advancement  in  it ;  nor  have  I  seen  that  any  of 
the  colonies  of  Australia  has  taken  or  talked  of 
taking  the  step  wo  are  taking,  of  reducing  the 
representation  of  the  colony.  I  feel  that  I 
must  protest  and  vote  against  this  Bill.  I 
did  intend  to  give  a  silent  vote;  but  I  felt 
compelled  to  make  some  remarks  upon  it, 
and  I  oppose  it  on  accotmt  of  its  being  a 
retrogressive  and  very  conservative  measure. 
I  do  think  that  before  this  Bill  was  introduced 
we  ought  to  have  agreed  as  to  the  basis  on 
which  the  seventy  members  are  to  be  elected. 
The  present  may  bo  a  very  true  basis  to  elect 
ninety-five  members  upon  ;  but,  if  you  applied 
that  same  statistical  arrangement  to  the  elec- 
tion of  a  House  of  seventy  members,  it  might 
be  very  unfair,  and  therefore  that  ought  to  be 
arranged.  It  is  said  that  the  geographical  con- 
figuration of  the  country  is  not  against  large 
electorates.  If  the  honourable  gentleman  who 
said  that  know  as  much  about  some  of  the  elec- 
torates as  I  do  he  would  say  a  very  different 
thing.  In  order  to  travel  through  the  consti- 
tuency I  represent  I  have  to  go  four  or  five 
hundred  miles ;  and  if  the  electorates  are  in- 
creased very  much  itwill  increase  the  difficulty 
of  getting  through  them.  And  where  there  are 
very  large  districts  you  cannot  get  that  com- 
munity of  ideas  tliat  is  necessary  in  getting 
men  to  represent  them.  It  has  been  urged 
that  the  Government  are  going  to  hand  over  a 
large  portion  of  the  work  which  is  now  done  by 
the  House  to  local  governing  bodies ;  but  before 
Mr.  Ward 


we  do  that  the  Government  ought  to  tell  ns 
what  position  those  local  bodies  are  to  be  in — 
what  powers  they  will  have,  and  what  duties 
will  be  thrown  upon  them  by  this  House.  The 
idea  mentioned  by  the  honourable  member  for 
Te  Aro  is,  that  this  would  place  in  the  hands  of 
the  Government  a  vast  power  in  directing  the 
movements  of  this  House,  because  a  Govern- 
ment which  was  not  very  strong  might  threaten 
weak-kneed  opponents  with  a  dissolution,  and 
so  get  them  to  vote  for  measures  which  they 
would  not  otherwise  support ;  and  that  ought  to 
be  a  strong  reason  why  we  should  not  pass  this 
Bill  until  another  session  or  two  passes.  Then, 
wQ  have  had  advanced  the  plea  of  economy. 
One  honourable  member  said  that  a  Parliament 
of  seventy  qiembers  would  cost  over  £10,000 
less  than  the  present  House.  It  is  utterly  im- 
possible for  a  member  of  the  Ministry,  or  any 
other  member,  to  tell  us  what  Parliament  will 
cost  the  country.  The  mere  fact  of  multiplying 
the  honorarium  by  a  certain  number  does  not 
give  the  true  result.  If  the  honourable  gentle- 
man's calculation  is  a  good  one,  all  he  has 
to  do  is  to  abolish  Parliament  altogether, 
and  then  ho  will  arrive  at  a  great  saving. 
But  would  that  be  a  right  thing  ?  A  measure 
was  introduced  the  other  day  to  reduce  the 
cost  by  something  like  10  per  cent.  That  was 
met  by  an  amendment  to  reduce  it  by  2.5  per 
cent.,  and  the  political  economists  refused  the 
25  per  cent,  and  supported  the  lower  amount. 
When  measures  of  tliat  kind  are  introduced  for 
purposes  of  economy,  I  think  there  is  a  ring  of 
sham  about  them.  I  feel  sure  the  introduc- 
tion of  this  measure  will  mean  the  disfran- 
chisement of  a  vast  number  of  small  outlying 
districts.  Of  course,  if  the  policy  indicated  by 
the  Klinister  of  Defence  is  carried  out,  that 
when  an  outlying  district  demands  a  necessary 
work  the  member  should  be  in  a  position  to 
treat  the  request  with  contempt  and  scorn — 
if  that  were  carried  out  it  would  give  us  that 
power — but  it  is  one  that  we  have  no  right 
to  have.  I  hold  that  it  is  the  outlying  districts 
that  ought  to  be  nursed,  and  that  an  endeavour 
should  be  made  to  increase  their  population. 
We  should  have  plenty  of  time  to  take  the  ques- 
tion of  saving  the  cost  of  a  few  members  into 
consideration  in  another  session,  at  all  events. 
I  really  do  not  know  how  any  one  can  stand  np 
here  and  moke  a  calculation  as  to  what  a  House 
of  ninety-five  or  a  House  of  seventy  members 
would  cost  three  years  hence,  and  reduce  that 
to  within  a  thousand  or  two.  I  regard  it  as 
the  babbling  of  an  oVergrown  baby ;  I  cau 
see  no  reason  or  sense  in  it,  and  shall  oppose 
the  Bill. 

Mr.  LEVESTAM.— Although  a  great  deal 
has  been  said  on  this  Bill,  I  should  not  like  the 
House  to  go  to  a  division  until  I  have  said  a 
few  words  upon  it.  The  Minister  of  Educa- 
tion, when  he  addressed  this  House  upon  the 
subject,  told  us  that  any  important  reform 
ought  to  take  place  in  the  first  session  of  a 
Parliament.  The  legislation  of  1881,  which 
dealt  with  this  very  subject,  was  passed  in  the 
last  session  of  Parliament.  Then  he  went  on 
to  tell  us  that  this  will  bo  a  Parliament  of 
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great  and  unequalled  reform.  I  believe  this  is 
the  Parliament  of  reform,  such  reform  as  the 
world  has  never  seen.  What  are  the  reforms  ? 
First  of  all,  the  Government  asked  the  House 
to  adjourn  for  a  fortnight  to  give  time  for 
them  to  frame  a  policy.  The  House  adjourned 
for  the  fortnight,  and  what  were  the  pro- 
posals that  were  brought  forward  when  we 
again  met  ?  They  were  the  most  barren  pro- 
posals ever  heard.  What  was  the  next  wonder- 
ful thing  done  ?  The  Government  proposed  a 
vote  of  confidence  in  themselves.  Surely  that 
was  a  great  reform.  What  next?  The  Go- 
vernment brought  down  their  financial  pro- 
posals, went  so  far  with  them,  and  then 
dropped  them  to  carry  their  Bills.  That  was 
never  done  before — first  of  all  to  pass  their 
Bills,  and  then  discuss  their  financial  pro- 
posals. The  honourable  member  says,  so  much 
time  has  been  consumed  in  allowing  the  Go- 
vernment to  bring  down  all  their  measures. 
Who  is  responsible  for  that?  I  will  not  say 
waste  of  time.  He  guarded  himself  against 
using  that  word,  because  he  knew  that,  if  any- 
body was  blamablo  for  a  waste  of  time,  it 
must  be  his  side  of  the  House.  What  was 
the  fortm'ght  for?  Did  they  bring  down  any 
poUcy  ?  Their  proposals  were  the  most  barren 
proposals  possible.  I  am  sure  if  those  pro- 
posals had  been  submitted  to  a  jury  of  matrons 
they  would  have  said  they  were  the  most 
barren  proposals  ever  brought  down  to  this 
House.  Then,  the  honourable  gentleman  said 
that,  although  in  each  of  two  of  the  colo- 
nies of  Australia  the  number  of  people  is 
double  the  number  in  this  country,  yet  they 
have  fewer  representatives  than  there  are  hero. 
But  why  did  he  not  tell  us  the  whole  story, 
and  say  that  both  in  New  South  Wales  and  in 
Victoria  one- third  of  the  population  is  gathered 
in  and  about  one  city  ?  Out  of  about  a  million 
people  in  each  colony  there  are  some  three 
hundred  thousand  in  the  capitals.  We  are 
told  that  the  present  Ministry  represent  the 
democratic  feeling  of  the  country. 

Mr.  PISHEK.— Hear,  hear. 

Mr.  liEVESTAM.— The  Minister  of  Educa- 
tion says,  "  Hear,  hear ;  "  but  I  say  if  their 
democracy  is  the  democracy  of  the  country,  I 
do  not  know  what  democracy  is.  If  it  is  de- 
mocracy to  take  away  the  power  of  the  people 
to  be  represented  how  they  like,  then  the  honour- 
able gentleman  may  be  right ;  but  so  long  as 
the  true  meaning  of  democracy  is  the  govern- 
ment of  the  people  by  the  people,  then  I  say 
the  present  Government  are  most  lamentably 
wrong.  As  the  honourable  member  for  the 
Dunstan  has  said,  if  you  increase  the  size  of 
the  country  districts  it  will  be  impossible  for 
any  but  rich  men  to  represent  them.  What 
the  honourable  member  for  Dunedin  East  said 
on  that  point  was  no  answer  to  it.  It  is  no 
answer  to  say  that  the  election  did  not  cost 
him  one  penny  because  bis  constituents  paid 
the  expenses.  The  honourable  gentleman 
knows  it  is  not  right  to  argue  from  an  indi- 
vidual case  to  generalities.  Let  him  show 
that  it  is  the  general  rule  for  constituencies  to 
pay  the  expenses  of  candidates,  and  then  there 


would  be  something  in  what  he  said.  If  the 
districts  are  increased  to  the  size  now  proposed 
a  very  lai'ge  proportion  of  the  country  electors 
will  not  know  their  representatives,  because 
the  time  it  would  take  to  visit  and  address 
them  all  would  be  so  great  that  none  but  the 
richest  men  could  do  it ;  it  would  be  impossible 
for  men  who  have  to  earn  their  living  to  spare 
the  time.  The  honourable  member  for  Hoki- 
tika  says  he  has  to  ride  four  hundred  miles  to 
visit  the  various  parts  of  his  district ;  and  how 
much  further  would  he  have  to  go  if  his  district 
were  increased  in  area  by  the  operation  of  this 
Bill  t  The  Premier  told  us  the  other  day 
that  it  was  the  duty  of  a  repreaontativo  to 
address  his  constituents  once  a  year  ;  and  now 
he  wants  to  take  away  from  them  tiic  power  to 
do  so.  If  that  is  democracy,  I  must  repeat  again 
that  I  do  not  know  what  democracy  is.  I  think 
it  is  one  of  the  greatest  duties  of  a  representa- 
tive to  address  his  constituents,  and  so  to  edu- 
cate them  in  the  politics  of  the  day ;  because 
we  know  there  are  many  people  distributed 
over  the  country  who  neither  road  the  papers 
nor  hear  what  is  going  on,  and  the  only  way  they 
can  learn  «ind  be  educated  in  the  requirements 
of  the  country  is  by  being  addressed  by  their 
representatives.  With  such  enormous  districts 
OS  this  Bill  would  create,  only  wealthy  men 
would  be  able  to  contest  an  election,  because 
it  could  not  possibly  be  expected  that  the  elec- 
tors would  pay  the  expenses  of  every  candidate 
who  might  choose  to  come  forward.  The  Minis- 
tor  of  Education  said  that  twenty-five  years  ago, 
when  there  was  a  less  number  of  members  in 
this  House,  the  people  wore  as  well  represented 
as  they  are  now.  Sir,  what  did  those  seventy 
people  do  ?  What  became  of  the  land  ?  What 
became  of  the  safeguards  of  the  public-works 
policy  ?  Who  did  away  with  them  ?  It  was  just 
for  these  very  things  that  the  people  clamoured 
for  greater  representation :  they  have  it  now, 
and  they  ought  to  guard  it  and  keep  it.  Then 
the  Minister  of  Education  went  on  to  argue 
from  what  he  himself  knows  is  a  fallacy. 
He  told  us  that  the  honourable  member  for 
Kumara  says  every  member  cost  the  counti^ 
£500  a  year ;  and  on  this  ho  contends  that,  if 
the  number  of  members  is  reduced  by  twenty, 
the  country  will  save  £10,000  a  year.  Is  a 
fallacy  a  proper  thing  to  argue  upon  ?  If  the 
honourable  gentleman  can  urge  no  more  con- 
vincing argument  than  that,  it  would  be  better 
for  him  to  have  kept  silent.  Then,  it  has  been 
asked,  What  are  we  taking  away  from  the 
people?  Sir,  we  are  taking  away  from  them 
the  only  power  they  have  of  making  their  wants 
and  requirements  heard.  I  do  not  agree  with 
those  who  contend  that  all  men  should  be  exactly 
equally  represented :  but  every  man  should  have 
equal  facilities  to  make  his  wants  and  require- 
ments known.  Can  it  be  said  that  the  people 
in  the  towns  labour  under  the  same  difficulties 
in  making  their  voice  heard  as  the  people  in 
the  country  districts,  who,  ]^rhap8,  have  no 
communication  whatever  with  the  Govern- 
ment, and  never  see  such  a  person  as  a 
Minister,  as  none  of  the  members  of  the  Go- 
vernment ever  go  near  them  to  see  what  the 
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position,  wants,  ani  requirements  of  their  dis- 
tricts are  ?  I  sliould  have  no  objection  to  re- 
dncine  the  number  of  members  so  long  as  you 
took  the  representation  off  the  towns.  I  have 
frequently  expressed  myself  in  that  direction, 
and  I  told  my  constituents  so  during  the  elec- 
tion ;  I  told  them  I  should  oppose  any  reduc- 
tion of  members  unless  they  were  taken  away 
from  the  towns.  It  is  as  eo-iy  for  a  town  repre- 
sentative to  represent  ten  thousand  people  as 
five  thousand.  All  he  has  to  do  is  to  hold  ono 
or  two  meetings,  and  in  two  or  three  days  he 
can  be  face  to  face  with  every  one  of  his  con- 
stituents, make  himself  acquainted  with  their 
requirements,  learn  their  views,  and  make  them 
conversant  with  his  own;  and,  if  his  views  do 
not  suit,  the  electora  can  get  some  one  else. 
Bat  what  chance  would  country  can^dates  and 
electors  have  if  the  districts  were  increased  as 
is  proposed  ?  Even  if  we  did  agree  to  reduce 
the  number  of  members,  I  could  not  agree  to  the 
readjustment  of  the  representation  by  Com- 
mission. We  have  had  some  experience  of 
that  mode  of  revi-sion  now.  It  has  always 
been  held  that  community  of  interest  should 
be  taken  into  consideration ;  but  did  the  Com- 
missioners take  that  into  consideration  ?  Ko. 
And  why  not  ?  Because  it  was  impossible  for 
them  to  do  it.  Certain  lines  were  laid  down, 
and  by  those  lines  they  had  to  be  guided.  The 
Minister  of  Justico  argued  strongly  in  favour 
of  pa.ssing  the  measure  this  session,  saying  it  is 
quite  possible  there  may  be  a  dissolution  next 
session  over  the  great  question  of  Free-trado 
and  Protection.  I  say  there  was  no  question 
brought  more  prominently  forward  than  thatwa» 
during  the  last  election.  Every  member  in  the 
House  is  pledged  on  one  side  or  the  other  on 
that  question.  But,  when  a  deputation  waited 
on  the  Premier  tho  other  day,  he  told  them 
that  next  session  ho  would  bring  down  a  policy 
that  would  please  both  tho  Free-traders  and 
the  Protectionists. 

Major  ATKINSON.— No ;  I  only  expressed 
that  hope. 

Mr.  LEVESTAJr.— Well,  I  hope  the  honour- 
able gentleman  will ;  but  I  doubt  it  very  much. 
But  I  do  not  believe  tho  Premier  would  get  a 
dissolution  on  tho  question  of  Free-trade  and 
Protection,  because,  as  I  have  said,  no  question 
was  brought  more  fully  before  the  people  during 
the  late  election  than  this  very  question.  We 
have  been  told  that  in  the  past  we  had  very 
excellent  Parliaments.  But  what  was  the  in- 
variable action  of  those  good  and  excellent 
Parliaments  every  time  the  question  of  repre- 
sentation was  raised  ?  They  always  increased 
the  number  of  members  ;  and  they  did  it  after 
mature  deliberation.  Wo  have  been  told  they 
were  excellent  men,  well  fitted  to  carry  on  the 
functions  of  government;  but,  still,  they  invari- 
ably increased  the  number  of  members  at  each 
redistribution.  Then,  I  ask,  what  reason  has 
been  adduced  now  for  going  tho  contrary  way 
and  reducing  the  number?  Tho  only  reason 
that  has  been  urged  is  the  need  of  economy ;  but 
that  will  be  a  very  poor  economy,  because,  al- 
though a  few  thousand  pounds  will  be  saved  in 
the  direct  cost,  we  may  ask  ourselves  how  much 
Mr.  Levestam 


money  was  wasted  by  the  smaller  Houses.  How 
many  political  railways  were  made  ;  and  who 
advocated  them?  The  smaller  Houses.  If 
this  Bill  is  passed  it  may  be  said  that  the  out- 
lying districts  will  be  entirely  unrepresented. 
We  have  seen  in  the  past  that  the  towns  have 
sent  a  large  number  of  members  to  this  House  ; 
and,  whenever  any  great  question  afEecting  the 
towns  cropped  up,  they  were  always  able  to 
attain  their  objects  by  their  preponderance  of 
voting-power.  We  are  told  that  nine-tenths 
of  the  Press  of  the  colony  is  in  favour  of  this 
measure.  And,  forsooth,  because  the  Press  is 
in  favour  of  it,  is  that  a  reason  why  we  should 
pass  it  ? 

An  Hon.  IiIembeb. — Yes. 

Mr.  LEVESTAM.— Well,  I  will  tell  the 
honourable  gentleman  something  else.  Kine- 
tenths  of  the  Press  says  that  we  have  not  a 
good  Government.  We  have  been  told  that 
some  wonderful  measures  have  been  brought 
forward  by  this  Government.  What  are  those 
great  measures  ?  Bills  to  reduce  the  Governor's 
salary,  the  salaries  of  Ministers,  the  hono- 
rarium, the  number  of  members — this  miser- 
able Representation  Bill.  These  arc  the  great 
measures  which  took  three  weeks  to  hatch. 

An  Hon.  Mkmber. — Tho  Land  Bill. 

Mr.  LEVESTAM.— Yes ;  that  is  a  measure 
we  shall  have  presently.  But  is  that  a  Liberal 
measure,  ^which  abolishes  tho  local  Land 
Boards?  I  say  it  is  anything  but  a  Liberal 
measure.  I  maintain  that  before  wo  can 
reduce  the  representation  we  must  have  a 
perfect  system  of  local  government ;  and  I 
maintain,  further,  that  all  the  legislation  of  the 
present  (lovemmeut,  so  far,  has  been  opposed 
to  the  principle  of  local  government — it  is  all 
in  the  direction  of  centralisation,  such  as  this 
Land  Bill,  which  takes  away  all  local  adminis- 
tration in  regard  to  waste  lauds,  and  puts  tho 
whole  business  in  the  hands  of  a  central  de- 
partment. We  have  been  told  we  should  pass 
this  Bill  this  session  because  it  was  agreed  to 
by  the  last  Parliament.  Now,  I  deny  that ; 
and  the  honourable  gentleman  who  made  that 
statement  told  us  what  was  not  correct.  The 
honoarablo  member  knows  very  well  that  many 
members  voted  for  reduction  last  session  hoping 
it  would  kill  the  Representation  Bill,  and 
when  thoy  found  it  did  not  do  that  they  let 
the  old  number  go.  The  honourable  member 
for  Auckland  Central,  who  is  now  opposing  this 
Bill,  was  one  of  those  who  voted  for  reduction 
when  the  last  Bill  was  before  the  House.  In 
1881  the  present  Premier  was  a  very  strong 
advocate  for  increasing  the  number  of  mem- 
bers to  the  present  number.  He  told  us  that 
tho  number  of  people  had  increased,  and  he 
brought  forward  all  sorts  of  statistics  to  prove 
it  was  highly  necessary  for  good  government  to 
increase  the  representation ;  and  we  have  that 
increased  representation.  Now  tho  honourable 
gentleman  comes  forward  and,  without  any 
argument,  tells  us  that  the  number  of  mem- 
bers must  be  decreased.  We  were  told  by  the 
honourable  member  for  Dunedin  East  that  he 
belongs  to  the  Liberal  side  —  that  he  is  not 
a  Conservative  like  those  on  this  side  of  the 
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House,  who  want  to  retain  the  number  at 
ninety -five.  Does  it  follow,  becauBe  we  do 
not  want  to  reduce  the  number  from  ninety- 
five,  that  we  do  not  want  to  alter  the  number 
at  all;  that  because  we  want  to  stick  to  the 
ninety-five  we  must  be  Conservatives  ?  Has 
the  honourable  gentleman  not  a  right  to  as- 
sume that  perhaps  we  want  more  representa- 
tion? I  do  not  see  that  he  has  scored  a  point 
at  all  in  that.  In  the  past  we  had  excellent 
Houses — so  honourable  gentlemen  have  told  us 
— who  always  increased  the  number  of  mem- 
bers as  the  population  increased.  The  popula- 
tion has  no  doubt  increased  largely  since  1881, 
when  the  present  number  of  ninety-five  was 
fixed.  Speaking  about  Liberalism,  I  under- 
stood the  honourable  member  for  Danedin 
East  to  say  that  in  his  district  larger  sums 
were  spent  during  the  election  than  in  any 
other  part  of  the  colony.  If  that  is  democracy 
and  Liberalism,  I  do  not  know 

Mr.  ALLEN. — By  my  opponent,  not  by  me. 

Mr.  LEVESTAM.— i  did  not  say  in  Dun- 
edin  Ea<;t ;  but  evidently  the  cap  fits,  and  the 
honourable  centleman  is  welcome  to  wear  it. 

Mr.  ALLEN. — You  said  in  my  district. 

Mr.  LEVESTAM.— Taking  Dunedin,  there 
are  four  members;  and  then  there  are  the 
suburbs  —  such  as  Caversham,  Roslyn,  and 
others  of  which  I  do  not  know  the  name. 
There  are  at  least  eight  or  ten.  Then,  the 
honourable  gentleman  tells  us  that  the  Qovcm- 
nicnt  would  lose  its  power,  for  members  would 
not  depend  upon  the  Government  for  election, 
but  that  they  would  appeal  to  those  whom  they 
represented.  My  honourable  friend  forgets  that 
these  constituencies  are  to  be  wiped  out  by  this 
Bill.  There  are  twenty-flve  that  would  lose 
their  representatives  by  this  Bill.  That  this  is 
a  measure  of  retrenchment  I  also  deny,  be- 
eac-e  if  the  number  of  members  were  reduced 
the  tionorii.rium  would  be  increased.  There  are 
verv-  few  men  who  would  come  to  this  House 
to  lose  money.  If  the  honourable  gentleman 
really  is  in  earnest,  why  does  he  not  do  fairly 
and  take  away  the  representation  of  Wellington 
altogether?  Why  did  he  increase  the  repre- 
sentation of  Wellington  last  year  ?  Or,  at  any 
rate,  why  did  he  not  oppose  its  being  given  ? 
The  fact  is  that  he  is  in  a  hurry  to  get  this 
Bill  passed  because  he  knows  perfectly  well 
that  if  the  country  had  time  to  consider  it  he 
would  have  no  chance  of  passing  it.  He  is 
trying  to  do  the  same  thing  now  that  he  did  in 
1881.  He  then  brought  forward  a  measure  of 
which  nobody  knew  anything.  In  fact,  the 
country  was  completely  misled  by  the  speeches 
of  the  Government.  People  were  led  to  expect 
something  very  different  from  what  was  brought 
down  ;  but  the  Government  would  not  let  their 
measure  stand  over  for  another  session,  be- 
cause they  knew  that  the  people  would  not  have 
accepted  it.  This  measure  is  a  surprise  on  the 
country,  and  it  has  not  been  well  prepared.  It 
says  that  seventy  members  are  to  be  elected, 
but  it  does  not  say  bow  they  are  to  be  elected, 
which  districts  were  to  lose  representation,  or 
whether  the  balance  is  to  be  taken  from  town 
or  country.    It  simply  says  that  the  number  is 


to  be  reduced  by  so  many.  I  shall  vote  against 
the  second  reading  of  this  Bill.  It  can  very 
well  stand  over  till  next  session,  and  if  it  passes 
its  second  reading  I  hope  it  will  not  be  pushed 
on  further. 

Mr.  BRUCE. — Sir,  although  I  intend  to  sup- 
port this  measure,  I  cannot  avoid,  in  the  first 
place,  giving  expression  to  a  feeling  of  regret 
that  the  Government  have  not  thought  that  the 
time  has  arrived  for  giving  representation  to  the 
seamen  of  this  colony.  I  hold  that  all  men 
have  a  right  to  a  voice  in  our  national  councils, 
and  it  appears  to  me  somewhat  unfair  that 
those  of  our  fellow-coimtrymen  who  are  pre- 
cluded by  their  occupation  from  being  able  to 
exercise  the  franchise  should  not  have  some 
special  provision  made  for  their  representation. 
Now,  I  do  not  wish  to  be  misunderstood  with 
reference  to  this ;  I  do  not  say  that  the  seamen 
of  New  Zealand  have  any  special  grievance,  but 
I  do  believe  that  if  they  had  representation  in 
this  Chamber  it  is  reasonable  to  assume  that 
those  abuses  would  not  grow  up  in  our  mer- 
cantile service  which,  in  the  merchant  navies 
of  Great  Britain  and  tlie  United  States,  have 
been  nothing  short  of  a  disgrace  to  civilisation. 
I  will  merely  say,  in  reference  to  this  subject, 
that  I  hope  the  time  will  soon  arrive  when  the 
claims  of  the  men  of  our  merchant  seamen 
will  receive  con.sidcration  at  the  hands  of  this 
Legislature.  Now,  Sir,  although  I  intend  to 
support  this  measure,  I  quite  admit  the  force 
of  the  arguments  which  have  been  used  against 
it.  .  I  have  always  believed,  rightly  or  wrongly, 
that  large  constituencies  would  presumably  re- 
turn members  of  larger  mental  calibre,  and  that 
those  returned  would  thus  be  more  independent 
than  honourable  members  at  present  are  of  local 
jealousies  and  intrigues  in  their  districts  ;  and 
there  is  no  doubt  that  the  country  generally 
is  in  favour  of  a  reduction  of  the  number  of 
members.  But  I  might  point  out  that  this 
measure  has  to  be  read  in  context  with  that 
which  reduces  the  salary  of  members  of  this 
House,  and  there  can  be  no  question  that  any 
material  increase  in  the  size  of  a  constituency 
must,  to  a  corresponding  extent,  increase  the 
cost  of  elections  in  that  district,  and  I  am 
quite  sure  that  in  many  instances  that  will 
have  a  deterrent  effect  upon  poor  men  coming 
forward  to  represent  constituencies.  So  I  be- 
lieve that  the  two  measures,  taken  together, 
will  go  in  the  direction  of  throwing  the  repre- 
sentation of  this  colony  into  the  hands  of  the 
wealthy  classes.  Whether  that  is  at  present 
an  evil  I  will  not  say;  but  that  if  this  Bill 
passes  we  shall  have  fewer  able  men  of  small 
means  coming  to  this  House  is  as  certain,  to 
my  mind,  as  a  problem  in  mathematics.  Now, 
I  am  not  one  of  those  who  believe  that,  if  the 
legislation  of  this  colony  wore  placed  entirely 
in  the  hands  of  its  wealthy  classes,  they 
would  necessarily  abuse  that  power.  In  point 
of  fact,  the  interests  of  all  classes  in  this 
colony  are  inseparably  interwoven.  I  believe 
that  all  this  cry  about  the  wicked  Toryism  of 
the  wealthy,  who  are  supposed  to  have  no  sym- 
pathy for  the  poorer  classes  of  this  country, 
though  it  may  serve  very  well  as  a  method  of 
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galvanising  ignorant  voters  during  an  election 
contest,  is  wasted  on  the  floor  of  this  House, 
where  we  know  its  real  value.  We  hear  much 
about  democracy  and  Toryism,  Liberalism  and 
Conservatism,  but,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  no  man 
can  define  the  lines  of  party  as  they  present 
themselves  on  the  floor  of  this  House.  I  sup- 
pose that  many  of  our  leading  men,|aIthough 
on  opposite  sides  of  the  House,  have  many  prin- 
ciples in  common,  and  that  those  who  are  called 
Conservative  are  just  as  liberal  as  those  who 
style  themselves  Liberal.  I  must  say  that  this 
continual  cry  we  hear  in  the  country  during 
election  contests  appears  to  mo  the  merest 
claptrap.  I  am  a  Liberal  and  also  a  Con- 
scri-ativo.  I  am  sufficiently  conservative  to 
hold  fast  that  which  is  good,  and  sufficiently 
liberal  to  vote  for  any  measure  which  appears 
to  me  to  be  conducive  to  the  welfare  of  the 
people  of  the  colony.  But  what  I  wish  to 
point  out  is  that  by  these  two  measures  wo  are 
going  entirely  in  the  direction  of  placing  the 
representation  in  the  hands  of  the  wealthier 
classes ;  and  I  fear  that  the  masses  will  believe 
tliat  their  wants,  their  wishes,  their  hopes,  and 
their  aspirations  will  not  And  sufficient  expres- 
sion on  the  floor  of  this  House,  and  I  believe 
that  the  result  will  be  smouldering  discon- 
tent. I  believe  that  it  is  extremely  desirable 
that  the  democratic  masses  of  the  colony 
should  have  full  and  complete  representation 
in  this  House,  if  only  for  this  reason :  that  I 
believe  it  will  show  them  that  much  of  what 
they  are  clamouring  for  is  in  the  region  of  the 
impossible.  I  do  not  wish  to  be  understood  as 
desiring  to  introduce  the  question  of  the  poor 
working-man  in  this  debate.  I  believe  that  the 
poor  working-man  is  better  off  in  this  colony 
than  in  any  other  in  the  world;  certainly  he 
is  better  ofi  than  in  any  other  country  which 
I  have  visited.  I  believe  that  the  greatest 
enemies  of  the  working-man  are  those  who  pro- 
mise him  what  they  know  can  never  be  ful- 
filled and  hold  out  hopes  which  can  never  be 
realised.  But,  after  all,  this  payment  of  mem- 
bers is  one  of  the  corner-stones  of  democracy. 
We  have  heard  a  groat  deal  during  a  debate 
that  has  recently  taken  place  as  to  how  little 
a  member  can  live  for  in  Wellington,  how 
he  is  only  here  for  twelve  weeks  on  an  ave- 
rage, and  how  £150  is  a  handsome  allowance. 
But,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  we  know  from  ex- 
perience that  a  member  is  largely  occupied 
during  the  recess,  that  he  has  many  heavy 
expenses  of  which  the  general  public  know 
nothing,  and  that  he  has  to  append  his  name 
to  all  sorts  of  subscription-lists,  not  only  in  his 
own  constituency,  but  in  other  parts  of  the 
colony.  There  is  one  other  matter  to  which  I 
wish  to  draw  attention  before  I  sit  down.  It 
has  been  frequently  said  during  this  debate, 
"Give  us  a  good  system  of  local  government 
and  we  will  submit  to  this  reduction."  Now,  I 
contend  that  we  have  good  local  government  in 
this  country,  excellent  local  government.  The 
honourable  member  for  the  Dunstan  said, 
"  Keep  out  of  this  House  the  words  '  roads  and 
bridges,'"  and  the  honourable  member  for 
Kumara  said  something  of  the  same  sort. 
ifr.  Bruce 


Now,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  the  late  Govern- 
ment passed  a  measure  in  that  direction,  and 
one  which,  in  my  opinion,  entitles  them  to 
the  gratitude  of  this  colony — I  allude  to  the 
Loans  to  Local  Bodies  Act.  That  Act  provides 
a  means  whereby  roads  and  bridges  may  be 
made  without  reference  to  this  House.  If  that 
measure  were  carried  out  in  its  integrity  there 
would  be  no  need  for  roads  or  bridges  to  be 
mentioned  in  this  House,  and  it  should  have  a 
most  purifying  effect  upon  this  Legislature.  I 
shall  vote  for  the  second  reading  of  this  Bill ; 
but  in  doing  so  I  give  expression  to  the  hope 
that,  when  the  financial  position  of  the  colony 
warrants  them  in  so  doing,  some  succeeding 
Parliament  will  increase  the  honorarium  which 
we  have  recently  reduced,  if  this  Bill  is  to  be 
carried  into  effect. 

Mr.  PARATA. — I  have  something  to  say  to 
the  House  on  the  proposed  reduction  of  mem- 
bers. What  has  causied  confusion  in  my  mind 
is  this  :  Only  during  tho  last  session  of  Parlia- 
ment this  House  passed  a  measure  confirming 
the  number  of  members  at  ninety-five.  I 
thought  that  the  matter  of  the  number  of 
members  was  then  fixed  for  some  time  at  all 
events  ;  but  very  few  months  have  passed  over 
and  now  this  question  has  cropped  up  again  in 
precisely  the  same  form.  I  cannot  understand 
what  the  arguments  were  in  1881  in  favour  of 
increasing  the  number  to  ninety-five  and  now 
reducing  them  to  seventy.  Tho  reason  this  is 
being  done  cannot  surely  be  that  our  popula- 
tion has  decreased.  Some  members  of  the  pre- 
sent Government  were  responsible  in  1881  for 
increasing  tho  number  of  representatives,  and 
I  do  not  understand  what  reasons  thoy  can  now 
offer  for  reducing  the  number.  Seeing  that  our 
population  is  steadily  increasing,  as  a  matter 
of  course  their  wants  also  increase,  and  it  is 
necessary  for  them  to  have  increased  repre- 
sentation. Our  population  is  always  increasing : 
for  instance,  a  large  numberof  people  arrived  on 
our  shores  yesterday,  no  less  than  five  hundred. 
That  number  of  new-comers  are  almost  entitled 
to  a  special  member  to  represent  them.  The 
Minister  of  Education  stated  that  twenty-five 
or  thirty  years  ago  our  government  was  much 
better  managed  than  it  is  at  present.  I  think 
I  can  prove  to  the  contrary.  I  will  not  admit 
that  there  is  any  force  in  his  argument,  for  this 
reason :  At  the  time  he  spoke  of  our  population, 
it  was  very  small.  The  members  in  those  days 
did  not  take  the  trouble  to  go  all  over  the 
country  and  make  themselves  acquainted  with 
the  wants  of  their  districts :  there  was  no  neces- 
sity for  them  to  do  so  such  as  there  is  now. 
This  proposal  to  reduce  the  number  of  repre- 
sentatives, in  face  of  our  increasing  population, 
causes  confusion  in  my  mind.  I  can  only  sup- 
pose it  is  justified  on  the  score  of  retrenchment. 
There  are  two  inflictions  to  be  home  by  honour- 
able members  during  the  present  session — first, 
the  reduction  of  the  honorarium ;  and  secondly, 
the  reduction  in  their  number.  These  are  the 
two  troubles  which  have  come  upon  the  mem- 
bers newly  elected  to  this  House.  I  wish  to 
make  this  perfectly  clear  to  the  House:  I  did 
not  come  here  to  seek  benefits  for  myself.   I  did 
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not  come  here  to  ask  for  money,  or  to  ask  the 
Government  or  the  members  of  this  House  to 
sapport  me  in  getting  money.  I  came  here  for 
the  express  purpose  of  obtaining  jnstioe  for  the 
Native  people  in  the  South  Island — I  mean  with 
r^ard  to  their  land.  Had  former  Governments 
or  the  present  Qovemment  fulfilled  their  pro- 
mises and  reduced  the  grievances  of  the  Natives 
in  the  South  Island,  honourable  members  would 
not  now  see  me  standing  here ;  it  would  have 
been  quite  unnecessary  for  mo  to  come  to 
this  House.  Seeing  that  the  wrongs  under 
which  those  people  snfiered  have  not  been  re- 
dressed, that  is  the  reason  why  my  predecessor 
was  sent  to  this  House,  and  why  I  also  have 
come  here.  Why  should  the  only  representa- 
tive those  people  have  got  be  taken  from  them  ? 
I  again  say  it  is  not  a  question  of  money  with 
me.  It  is  only  to  obtaon  justice,  only  to  get 
what  is  right  and  what  is  due  to  us,  that  my 
voice  is  heard.  The  Government  have  already 
taken  the  whole  of  our  land  from  us ;  they  have 
also  taken  away  the  administration  of  the 
small  reserves  which  were  left  to  us.  There 
is  only  one  thing  left  to  the  Natives  of  the 
South  Island,  and  that  is  their  representative, 
and  now  it  is  proposed  to  rob  them  of  that  also. 
I  ask  both  sides  of  the  House  to  consider  for 
a  moment.  Is  such  a  proposal  as  this  justice  7 
One  member  of  the  Government  has  stated 
that  it  is  necessary  to  take  away  one  Maori 
member  on  account  of  the  small  population 
in  the  South  Island.  I  do  not  think  that  is 
an  argument  at  all.  I  think  that  the  Govern- 
ment should  consider  the  great  size  of  that 
electorate,  and  the  great  difficulty  in  getting 
over  it  and  attending  to  the  interests  of  the 
people.  Some  honourable  gentlemen  have 
stated  that  it  would  be  far  better  for  the 
Uaoris  if  the  special  representation  were  done 
away  with  so  that  they  might  he  represented 
by  Europeans.  I  am  afraid  our  wants  would 
not  be  attended  to  if  such  were  the  case,  be- 
cause I  do  not  think  a  European  member  would 
be  capable  of  ascertaining  what  our  require- 
ments are  as  well  as  ourselves.  We  are  not 
all  of  one  mind  as  yet,  and  it  is  well  known 
tiiat  different  races  have  different  wants,  and 
therefore  they  require  different  representation. 
Some  honourable  gentlemen  have  suggested 
that  if  we  were  all  placed  on  the  same  foot- 
ing the  Maoris  would  have  an  opportunity  of 
returning  members  to  Parliament.  I  say  that 
that  would  never  be  the  case,  because  you  would 
never  find  Europeans  supporting  the  Maori 
candidates ;  so  what  chance  would  the  Maoris 
have  of  having  any  representation  in  this 
House  ?  I  am  simply  speaking  on  behalf  of  the 
people  of  the  South  Island.  They  are  quite 
Ignorant  of  this  proposal  to  take  away  their 
representative.  Had  the  proposal  to  reduce 
the  Maori  representation  been  shadowed  forth 
in  the  Speech  from  the  Throne,  the  Native 
people  in  the  South  Island  would  have  had 
time  to  consider  it,  and  a  communication  would 
have  been  made  to  the  House  upon  the  subject. 
Although  the  number  of  members  in  this  House 
has  been  increased  on  two  occasions,  the 
Maori  representation  has  been  left  untouched. 

T0Ii.LIX.-2S. 


It  has  not  been  increased.  Seeing  that  ths 
Maoris  are  represented  under  a  separate  Act, 
I  cannot  see  why  their  representation  should 
be  mixed  up  with  the  European  Bepresenta- 
tion  Act,  as  at  present  proposed.  I  do  not 
think  the  Maori  representation  should  be 
touched  at  all,  seeing  that  the  European  re- 
presentation comes  under  a  different  Act.  I 
am  not  here  to  plead  to  the  Government  to 
retain  the  representative  for  the  South  Island. 
If  the  Government  think  it  better  that  I 
should  go,  and  will  give  mo  any  intimation  to 
that  effect,  I  will  go  willingly,  at  once.  I  hope 
it  is  not  so,  but  it  would  appear  to  me,  on  the 
face  of  this  Bill,  that  there  is  an  ill-feeling 
towards,  or  an  intention  to  do  an  injury  to,  the 
Maori  representative  of  the  South  Island.  Out 
troubles  never  seem  to  come  alone.  Coming  in 
at  the  same  time  with  this  trouble  there  are 
other  Bills  affecting  the  people  of  the  South 
Island,  not  one  of  which  is  devised  for  the 
benefit  of  those  people.  There  are  measures  of 
far  more  importance  to  the  Maoris  of  the  South 
Island ;  those  are  kept  back  altogether,  but 
this  measure  is  brought  forward.  I  will  not 
detain  the  House  much  longer.  I  will  not 
ask  any  member  of  this  House  to  retain  the 
representative  of  the  South  Island.  I  will  not 
say  whether  he  ought  to  be  done  away  with  or 
not.  That  matter  rests  with  the  House.  It  ap- 
pears to  me  that  this  is  the  first  step  towards 
doing  away  with  Maori  representation  alto- 
gether. One  will  be  taken  now  and  another 
in  a  short  time,  and  this  is  an  example  of  what 
will  be  done  for  our  benefit  in  the  future.  It 
can  only  be  a  question  of  time  when  the 
Natives  in  the  North  Island  will  see  that 
what  I  say  is  true. 

Mr.  JONES. — Sir,  the  speech  of  the  honour- 
able member  for  Rangitikei  was  a  most  in- 
teresting one ;  but  I  would  recommend  that 
honourable  gentleman  not  to  sacrifice  his  opin- 
ions at  the  altar  of  his  party.  There  is  no  one 
to-night  who  has  spoken  in  words  more  damag- 
ing to  this  Bill  than  those  that  honourable 
gentleman  used  in  reference  to  the  second 
reading.  He  very  justly  said  that  the  effect  of 
this  Bill  would  be  to  largely  increase  the  cost 
of  contesting  an  election,  and  that  it  will  put 
representation  in  the  hands  of  the  wealthy 
classes.  He  also  says  that  the  effect  will  be  to 
introduce  minds  of  a  larger  character  in  this 
House ;  and,  to  show  the  perplexity  he  is  in  in 
reference  to  this  matter,  he  tells  us  that  there 
will  be  fewer  able  men  if  we  restrict  the 
field  from  which  to  select.  His  natural  in- 
stincts are  entirely  against  this  Bill,  because 
he  knows  it  is  a  deadly  blow  aimed  at  the 
liberties  and  privileges  of  the  people  ;  and  it  is 
because  I  think  so  too  that  I  shall  vote  against 
this  Bill.  And  no  one  can  accuse  me  of  incon-  ' 
sistency  in  this  matter,  because  I  think  it  is 
very  well  known  that  last  session  I  opposed  the 
proposal  to  greatly  reduce  the  number  of  mem- 
bers. I  expressed  my  views  in  this  direction : 
that,  if  a  reduction  had  to  be  made,  and  it  went 
bock  to  the  old  number  of  eighty-four  members, 
I  was  prepared  to  support  that  and  no  less  a 
number;  and  during  the  late  elections,  at  the 
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time  when  some  honourable  members  stated 
that  their  constituencies  were  in  favour  of 
urging  a  reduction  in  the  number  of  n&em- 
bers  of  the  House,  I  distinctly  stated  to  my 
constituency  the  reasons  why  I  supported 
the  larger  number  of  eighty-four;  and,  in  my 
opinion,  the  reasona  I  gave  justify  me  in  adher- 
ing to  that  number,  and  I  shall  energetically 
oppose  any  number  that  goes  below  that.  I 
should  like  to  say,  in  reference  to  the  number 
which  is  mentioned  here,  that  it  is  a  number 
quite  incompatible  with  any  fair  division  as 
between  the  two  Islands,  supposing  it  is  carried. 
I  took  the  opportunity  of  going  over  the  figures 
as  they  now  stand  as  between  the  two  Islands, 
three-sevenths  and  four-sevenths,  the  numbers 
which  have  been  carried  by  the  Commissioners 
in  making  up  the  report  of  the  list.  You  can- 
not make  any  use  of  these  figures  in  such  a 
way  as  is  proposed  in  the  Bill ;  some  figure 
must  be  used  that  is  divisible  by  seven.  The 
Premier  had  very  few  remarks  to  make  in  intro- 
ducing the  Bill,  but  I  could  not  help  thinking 
that  he  was  speaking  of  his  own  Bill  with  very 
scant  courtesy  by  the  very  few  remarks  he  did 
make  upon  it.  Ue  simply  introduced  tlie  Bill, 
and  beyond  that  he  seemed  to  care  nothing 
for  it.  In  the  few  remarks  he  did  make  he 
gave  us  a  comparison  between  the  representa- 
tion in  this  colony  and  in  the  Old  World.  Now, 
if  that  were  carried  out  in  proportion  to  the 
population  of  the  United  Kingdom,  and  carried 
to  a  logical  end,  I  think  it  would  prove  to  us 
that  we  are  not  entitled  to  more  than  ten 
members  in  this  House  at  the  present  moment ; 
because  that  is  exactly  what  it  means.  He 
says  the  population  in  the  United  Kingdom,  is 
56,180  for  every  member.  We  have  about  ten 
times  that  amount,  and  therefore  we  are  en- 
titled logically  to  ten  members.  And  then  he 
tells  us  that  in  the  United  States  it  is  174,000 
who  sent  one  member;  but,  as  was  very  cor- 
rectly pointed  out  by  the  honourable  member 
for  Wallace,  he  did  not  give  us  any  information 
whatever  as  to  the  representation  of  the  dif- 
ferent States.  There  are  thirty-eight  different 
States,  and  he  said  these  States  had  a  very 
large  number  of  representatives.  The  Premier 
has  not  given  us  any  information  on  that  point. 
He  has  simply  token  the  number  of  members 
of  Congress.  And  his  figures  in  reference  to 
Canada,  are  not  satisfactory.  He  gives  them  as 
20,888  ;  but  I  think  he  will  find  that,  pro  rata, 
the  figures  arc  17,000,  and  do  not  apply  to  our 
own  case.  I  think  what  we  have  to  consider  is 
representation  for  our  own  people.  It  has  also 
been  very  properly  pointed  out-  that  the  com- 
parison with  Victoria  has  nothing  at  all  to  do 
with  us,  because  there  they  are  so  centralised 
that  they  are  well  represented  with  the  mem- 
bers they  have  got,  but  here  we  are  so  scattered 
all  over  tlie  country  that,  with  a  reduction  in  the 
number  of  members  of  this  House,  it  would  be 
impossible  for  us  to  have  proper  representation. 
At  the  present  time  many  parts  of  the  country 
districts  are  very  imperfectly  represented  in 
this  House,  and,  if  we  reduce  the  number  of 
members  by  25  per  cent.,  as  is  here  proposed, 
there  will  be  many  parts  which  will  be  utterly 
Mr.  Jotiei 


unrepresented  in  the  House.  I  take  it  that 
this  is  not  a  matter  of  the  few  thousand  pounds 
which  may  be  saved.  We  have  been  making 
reductions  of  expenditure  very  largely :  in  fact, 
in  my  opinion,  we  have  fully  answered  the  ex- 
pectations of  our  constituents.  It  seems  to 
have  got  into  the  heads  of  some  persons  that 
reduction  of  members  is  tlie  same  as  reduction 
of  expenditure ;  but,  as  reduction  of  expendi- 
ture has  been  agreed  to,  I  am  sure  the  consti- 
tuents will  go  against  this  reduction  of  mem- 
bers. If  they  only  study  this  question  for  one 
moment  they  will  see,  from  one  end  of  the 
country  to  the  other,  that,  as  they  have  now 
obtained  from  this  House  of  ninety-one  mem- 
bers every  attention  in  the  way  of  reduction  of 
expenditure,  they  ought  now  to  resent  any  at- 
tempt to  reduce  their  full  privileges  of  repre- 
sentation. The  Government  are  making  a  very 
great  mistake.  I  look  upon  this  as  a  retro- 
grade and  mischievous  step.  For  what  does  it 
mean  ?  This  Chamber,  as  now  constituted,  is 
divided  into  four  quarters,  and  it  means  that 
one  quarter  is  to  be  absolutely  swept  away 
altogether.  Go  a  step  further  and  there  will 
be  no  need  for  this  Chamber  at  all,  as  then  all 
the  work  can  be  transacted  in  the  Cabinet-room. 
It  appears  to  be  one  of  the  ideas  prevalent  in 
the  mind  of  a  leader  in  this  House,  whether  of 
the  Government  or  of  the  Opposition,  that  the 
smaller  the  House  the  more  easily  it  can  be 
managed  and  controlled.  If  the  present  Premier, 
who  liEis  a  very  strong  party  here,  is  so  strong  in 
a  House  with  ninety-five  members,  what  will  he 
be  in  a  House  with  seventy-five  7  He  and  the 
members  of  the  Government  will  practically 
have  the  whole  business  of  the  country  in  their 
own  hands,  and  nothing  will  disturb  them. 
That  is  the  tendency  of  this  measure,  and  it  is 
a  very  wrong  one.  It  has  been  pointed  out  by 
some  speakers,  and,  I  think,  very  justly,  that 
this  question  of  reduction  in  the  number  of 
members  should  not  be  gone  into  until  the 
question  of  the  enlargement  of  local  govern- 
ment had  first  been  brought  down.  Then  this 
would  have  been  not  the  leading  step,  but  the 
sequence.  And  that  is  where  the  honourable 
member  for  Dunedin  East  mode  a  great  mis- 
take in  his  speech  in  speaking  of  this  as  being 
the  first  step  to  take  in  tho  matter  of  giving 
proper  local  government.  It  is  really  the 
sequel  to  that.  I  cannot  at  all  understand 
why  the  Government  should  be  so  anxious  to 
bring  this  question  before  tho  House  in  the 
first  session  of  this  Parliament,  at  a  time  when 
there  are  such  very  important  matters  still  to 
come  before  us,  and  so  few  days  to  attend  to  thom . 
There  is  tho  Land  Bill,  there  is  the  Public 
Works  Bill,  there  are  the  money  Bills,  there  is 
the  Hallways  Bill — any  one  of  which  great  mea- 
sures is  quite  sufficient  to  occupy  the  whole 
time  at  our  disposal ;  and  yet  we  have  this 
Bill,  which  is  really  not  wanted,  and  which 
is  most  objectionable — objectionable  not  only 
to  many  on  this  side  of  the  House,  but  to 
many  supporters  of  the  Government — we  have 
this  brought  down,  and,  apparently,  the  inten- 
tion is  to  thrust  it  upon  us.  I  cannot  under- 
stand it,  except  on  this  ground :  that  the  Go- 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1887.]         Representation  Bill.         [HOUSE.]  Representation  Bill. 


339 


Temment  are  afraid  that  if  it  does  not  pass  this 
session  the  opinion  of  the  country  will  turn 
^nite  round  in  reference  to  it,  and,  whereas 
daring  the  last  election,  in  some  qaarters,  strong 
opinions  were  given  in  favour  of  a  reduction  in 
the  number  of  members,  a  contrary  opinion 
will  be  expressed  on  the  subject  throughout 
the  country  before  very  long.  I  cannot  under- 
stand the  Government  pressing  this  measure  on 
«ny  other  grounds,  and  I  cannot  help  thinking 
that  there  is  a  great  deal  in  the  remarks  of  the 
honourable  member  forTe  Aro.  Whether  what 
that  honourable  gentleman  said  proves  to  be  the 
case  or  not  remains  still  to  bo  seen,  but  I,  for 
one,  say  that  whenever,  next  session,  the  Bills 
come  down  dealing  with  the  tariff  and  other  im- 
portant matters,  whatever  the  result  may  be, 
and  whatever  threats  may  be  held  over  honour- 
able members,  I  certainly  shall  vote  on  those 
measures  exactly  as  my  judgment  directs  me, 
perfectly  independent  of  what  effect  this  mea- 
sure may  have  upon  mo  in  the  future.  Of 
course  I  shall  oppose  this  Bill  in  all  its  stages, 
and  I  hopo  the  ultimate  result  will  be  its  re- 
jection, because,  as  I  said  before,  I  think  it  is 
a  retrograde  and  mischievous  step,  and  a  direct 
attack  upon  the  privileges  and  rights  of  the 
people. 

5Ir.  T.  5IACKENZIE.— I  purpose  looking  at 
this  Bill  from  a  di.'«intorested  point  of  view.  I 
think  a  majority  of  honourable  members  have 
taken  an  extreme  view  of  it.  We  have,  for  in- 
stance, the  Defence  Minister  saying  that  this 
question  was  forced  upon  the  candidates  at  the 
last  election.  Speaking  for  myself— and  I  think 
I  speak  in  common  with  other  honourable 
members — I  had  to  educate  my  constituents  on 
the  point  of  whether  it  was  advisable  to  have  a 
reduction  in  the  number  of  members  or  not.  I 
spoke  in  favour  of  suoh  a  measure,  because  I 
felt  that  it  would  insure  the  returning  of  a 
better  class  of  men  to  this  Parliament,  and 
would  also  raise  them  above  the  petty  influences 
of  particular  localities  and  give  tliein  freedom 
to  exercise  their  votes  for  tho  benefit  of  New 
Zealand  as  a  whole.  We  have  the  honourable 
member  for  Duncdin  East  saying  that  it  is  a 
measure  calculated  to  assist  the  poor  man  to 
get  a  seat  in  Parliament  in  preference  to  the 
present  Act :  but  that  is  absurd,  for  any  one 
who  recognises  the  work  of  canvassing  a  district 
and  arranging  the  electoral  returns  must  under- 
stand that  increased  size  of  coriRtitucucies  must 
mean  increased  expense.  The  honourable 
gentleman  also  asks,  "  Why  should  we  not  pa.ss 
this  Bill  at  the  present  time  7  "  My  answer  to 
that  is,  that  this  measure  should  not  only  deal 
with  the  number  of  representatives,  but  it 
should  also  deal  with  the  amalgamation  of  city 
electorates,  with  tho  distribution  of  seats,  and 
with  the  franchise  itself.  In  the  early  part  of 
this  Parliament  I  was  of  opinion  that  it  was 
almost  impossible  to  consider  a  question  of 
this  magnitude  this  session ;  and  had  tho  Qo- 
vemment  been  prepared  only  to  ask  us  to 
affirm  the  principle  of  the  reduction  of  the 
number  of  members  I  should  bo  able  to  sup- 
port them  with  much  greater  pleasure  tlian  I 
can  do  now.     I  would  draw  their  attention  to 


one  particular  point  which  does  not  appear 
to  be  provided  for ;  and  it  is  this :  In  the 
Act  passed  at  the  beginning  of  this  year  the 
concession  made  to  country  districts  is  only 
18  per  cent,  as  against  the  towns,  and  that 
may  be  said  to  provide  sufficiently  for  com- 
munity of  interests  in  a  House  which  consi8t8 
of  ninety-one  members ;  but  how  is  that  com- 
munity of  interests  to  be  preserved  when  the 
number  is  reduced  to  seventy-one  ?  You  run 
the  risk  of  destroying  that  community  of  inter- 
ests, and  I  hold  that  that  is  one  of  the  main 
objects  that  should  be  borne  in  mind  in  adjust- 
ing the  representation  in  this  House — that  is  to 
say,  that  you  should  have  as  many  interests  as 
possible  represented  here.  But  what  will  be 
the  effect  of  this  measure  if  it  is  passed  as  it 
stands  7  It  will  mean  this :  that  there  will  bo  a 
vast  preponderating  influence  exercised  on  the 
part  of  town  constituencies.  In  our  cities  wa 
have  half,  or  nearly  half,  the  population  of  New 
Zealand,  and  this  half  are  chiefly  consumers 
and  distributors,  and  they  must  live,  and  thoy 
must  pass  measures  to  enable  them  to  live.  I 
maintain,  therefore,  that  they  are  likely  to  use 
influence  in  favour  of  matters  in  this  House 
which  will  not  be  for  the  safety  of  New  Zealand 
or  for  the  interests  of  the  producers  in  the 
country.  For  instance,  there  is  a  tendency  in 
the  towns  to  advance  Protection  as  against  Free- 
trade,  and  my  opinion  is  that,  under  the  system 
proposed  in  this  Bill,  we  shall  have  a  number 
of  Protectionists  returned  from  tho  towns,  and 
the  consequence  will  be  that  they  will  pass 
measures  to  benefit  the  towns  at  the  cost  of  the 
country  districts.  I  must  ask  the  Government 
to  consider  the  question  of  increasing  the  quota 
as  between  the  country  electorates  and  the 
town  electorates.  My  own  opinion  is  that  we 
should  have  three  classes  of  electorates.  The 
honourable  member  for  Nelson  advanced  the 
absurd  idea  that  we  should  have  all  the  reduc- 
tions made  from  the  towns.  That  is  ridiculous. 
What  we  want  is  a  proportionate  reduction 
from  the  large  cities.  I  think  the  members 
for  those  electorates  should  represent  from 
14,000  to  16,000  persons.  Then,  in  the  large 
towns — and  I  draw  a  distinction  between  large 
cities  and  towns,  the  latter  numbering  from 
5,000  to  10,000  persons — they  should  have  these 
boundaries  extended  so  as  to  include  9,000  to 
9,560  inhabitants.  Then  let  the  country 
quota  be  increased  to  7,500,  and  then  you  would 
have  a  fair  representation  of  the  various  inter- 
ests of  the  community  in  Parliament  —  one 
member  representing  14,000  to  16,000  in  a  city, 
one  memlicr  representing  9,000  to  9,500  in 
a  town,  and  one  member  representing  7,500 
ill  the  country  districts.  Now,  the  Hon.  the 
Premier,  in  calling  attention  to  the  repre- 
sentation in  England,  said  that  they  had  one 
member  for  60,000  of  population  ;  but  he 
might  have  gone  further  and  said  that  in  Eng- 
land they  have  not  got  the  hard-and-fast 
margin  laid  down  in  our  Act  of  18  per  cent, 
difference  between  tho  towns  and  tho  country. 
Although  50,000  of  population  was  tho  basis 
on  which  members  were  returned  in  Britain, 
still,  we  find  that,  in  order  to  keep  up  the  corn- 
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mnniliy  of  interests,  even  under  the  mea- 
sure introduced  by  Mr.  Gladstone  in  188S, 
'which  added  two  millions  to  the  electors,  dif- 
ferences were  mode  in  the  population  of  con- 
stituencies. For  instance,  we  have  in  the  Old 
Country  such  places  as  Windsor,  Durham,  and 
Newry  returning  a  member  for  15,000  of  popu- 
lation. That  is  the  minimum.  On  the  other 
hand,  we  have  Huddersfield,  with  a  population  of 
87,000,  returning  only  one  member ;  Birkenhead, 
with  84,000,  returning  one  member ;  and  the 
maximum  is  reached  in  the  case  of  Wednes- 
bury  which  has  only  one  member  for  124,000  in- 
habitants. If  this  measure  is  to  suit  the  various 
conditions  of  New  Zealand — and  it  is  far-reach- 
ing in  its  consequences  and  must  not  be  lightly 
considered — it  must  be  so  adjusted  that  we 
shall  maintain  as  far  as  possible  community 
of  interests  in  this  House.  Then,  another 
important  matter,  which  is  entirely  ignored 
in  this  Bill,  and  which  is  one  of  the  reasons 
I  have  pointed  out  as  making  it  almost 
impossible  at  this  late  period  to  deal  with 
the  subject  thoroughly,  is  the  question  of 
the  amalgamation  of  city  electorates.  There 
is  not  one  word  in  this  Bill  which  states 
that  there  is  to  be  an  amalgamation  of  city 
electorates.  This  is  a  cry  which  has  gone  up 
in  various  parts  of  New  Zealand,  and  it  is  a 
necessity,  imd  for  this  reason :  that  under  the 
present  system  of  divided  electorates  there  is 
loom  for  a  majority  of  members  to  be  returned 
to  Parliament  opposed  to  the  interests  of  a 
majority  of  the  electors  in  these  constitu- 
encies. I  will  try  to  illustrate  what  I  mean. 
Supposing  that  under  the  present  Act  they 
lose  one  member  in  Bunedin,  and  return 
three  members,  and  in  each  of  these  elec- 
toral districts  in  Dunedin  the  number  of  elec- 
tors is  1,500.  We  will  say  that  the  district 
is  divided  into  electoral  districts  A,  B,  and 
G.  In  electorate  A,  500  vote  for  a  Protection- 
ist and  1,000  for  a  Free-trader;  in  electorate 
B,  800  vote  for  a  Protectionist  and  700  for  a 
Free-trader;  and  the  same  thing  happens  in 
electorate  C.  The  result  would  be  that  2,100 
electors  would  return  two  Protectionists,  and 
2,400  would  return  but  one  Free-trader;  so 
that  a  minority  of  the  electors  return  a  ma- 
jority of  the  representatives.  Then,  the  honour- 
able member  for  Taranaki  objects  to  the  reduc- 
tion of  the  number  of  members,  because  he 
says  his  particular  part  of  New  Zealand  will 
lose  a  member.  I  consider  that  is  one  of  the 
strongest  arguments  in  favour  of  the  measure, 
because  had  Taranaki  in  the  past  been  repre- 
sented by  fewer  members  the  probability  is 
that  the  people  in  that  part  of  the  colony  would 
have  been  subject  to  less  taxation  than  they 
are  at  the  present  time,  and  the  public-works 
expenditure  of  the  colony  would  have  benefited. 
I  think  that  when  any  great  measure  of  this 
kind  is  brought  before  us,  involving  the  question 
of  redistribution  and  representation,  the  mea- 
sure should  be  accompanied  by  due  provision 
for  the  fair  representation  of  the  vanous  elec- 
toral areas  in  the  colony.  In  other  respects  I 
have  much  pleasure  in  supporting  the  measure. 
I  consider  it  is  a  step  in  the  right  direction,  and 
Mr.  T.  Mackenzie 


part  and  parcel  of  the  scheme  the  Government 

have  brought  down,  and  which,  if  carried  out 
in  keeping  with  their  principles  and  on  a  fair 
and  equitable  basis,  will  be  of  vast  benefit  to 
New  Zealand. 

Mr.  ANDERSON.— I  beg  to  support  this 
Bill ;  and  not  only  do  I  do  so  on  my  own 
accord,  but  at  the  late  election  I  promised  my 
constituents,  if  this  Bill  came  before  us,  to  give 
it  my  best  support.  I  have  come  to  the 
conclusion  that  those  honourable  members  who 
have  accused  the  Government  of  wasting  the 
time  of  the  House  and  of  keeping  them  from 
doing  the  business  are  treating  them  unjustly, 
because  I  find  that  honourable  members  in 
opposition  are  getting  up  in  their  places  and 
making  very  long-winded  empty  speeches.  This 
is  to  be  deplored,  because  the  session  will  only 
be  a  short  one,  therefore  we  should  push  on 
with  all  the  important  Government  business, 
and  let  the  unimportant  private  business  stand 
over  until  next  session.  Honourable  members' 
business  may  be  very  important  in  their  own 
estimation,  and  I  dare  say  it  is  of  considerable 
importance  in  some  cases  to  their  constituents, 
but  they  must  remember  that  this  session  we 
came  to  legislate  for  the  country  and  not  for 
localities.  In  listening  to  the  speeches  I  came 
to  the  conclusion  that  there  is  one  thing  that 
is  unjust  in  this  Bill,  which  has  been  alluded 
to.  I  refer  to  the  taking -away  of  one  Maori 
member.  My  sympathies  are  with  the  Maoris, 
and  it  must  be  admitted  that  if  these  people 
were  put  upon  the  population  basis  of  represen- 
tation they  would  be  entitled  to  six  seats  in  this 
House  instead  of  four,  as  they  have  at  present. 
And  if  we  were  to  reduce  the  number  of  the 
House  to  seventy  or  seventy-one  the  Maoris 
would  still  be  entitled  to  four  members.  There- 
fore I  think  it  is  doing  a  great  injustice  indeed 
to  the  Iilaori  race  to  take  one  member  away ; 
and  I  shall  make  it  my  business,  if  the  Bill 
gets  into  Committee,  to  move  in  the  direction 
of  retaining  the  four  Maori  members.  It  may 
be  said  that  this  Bill  is  virtually  law,  because 
had  it  not  been  for  the  unfortunate  mistake 
made  by  my  predecessor  in  this  House  this  Bill 
would  have  been  law.  That  unfortunate  mis- 
take, I  dare  say,  cost  the  country  some  thou- 
sands of  pounds,  and  I  am  sorry  to  say  that 
my  friend  the  late  member  for  Bruce  could 
not  explain  his  action  in  the  matter  to  his 
constituents  to  their  satisfaction.  Well,  seeing 
that  this  Bill  is  virtually  law,  it  is  a  great  waste 
of  time  on  the  part  of  honourable  members  to 
stand  up  and  make  so  many  long  speeches 
in  regard  to  it.  The  principle  of  the  Bill  has 
been  already  affirmed,  and  we  should  pass  it 
and  go  on  with  other  business,  for  any  altera- 
tion that  may  be  required  in  the  Bill  can  be 
made  in  Committee.  I  have  hoard  honourable 
members  get  up  and  say  that  if  this  Bill  passes 
some  constituencies  will  be  so  lar^e  that  they 
will  be  unworkable.  This  House  is  very  fond 
of  taking  the  Australian  Colonies  as  examples 
in  a  groat  many  matters,  and  I  may  say  that 
if  we  follow  the  example  of  some  of  the  Aus- 
tralian Colonies  with  regard  to  the  size  of  the 
electorates  we  shall  have  very  big  ones.    Some 
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of  the  Queensland  electorates  are  as  big  as 
one-half  of  New  Zealand :  and  therefore  that 
argument  has  very  little  weight.  I  agree  with 
the  honourable  member  for  Te  Aro  when  he 
said  that  the  Government,  in  passing  this 
measure  at  this  early  stage  of  the  Parliament, 
ore  perhaps  pushing  the  Bill  too  far  forward, 
because  there  is  no  doubt  about  it  the  (jovem- 
ment  could  hold  the  threat  of  a  dissolution 
over  the  heads  of  members  of  this  House ;  and 
we  know  what  that  means.  However,  seeing 
that  the  Bill  is  before  the  House  and  that  we 
have  wasted  a  considerable  time  over  it,  it 
should  be  pushed  on  notwithstanding  this 
objection.  The  Government  have  hitherto 
possessed  a  similar  power.  It  is  the  fear  of 
getting  wiped  out  that  is  troubling  honourable 
members.  I  have  given  my  reason  for  voting 
for  tho  measure.  There  are  plenty  of  honour- 
able members  who  will  speak  and  vote  against 
this  Bill ;  but  it  will  be  carried,  although  it 
seems  to  me  to  be  brought  forward  rather  early 
in  tho  Parliament.  However,  if  this  Bill  had 
not  been  brought  forward  and  dealt  with  this 
session  there  would  be  great  difficulty  in  doing 
anything  with  it  in  a  future  session.  We  had 
an  example  of  that  sort  last  Parliament,  which 
we  do  not  wish  to  see  again. 

Mr.  BUXTON. — I  am  one  of  those  who  spoke 
on  this  question  during  the  last  election ;  and 
in  my  electioneering  campaign,  I  said  a  great 
deal  about  this  Bill  at  almost  every  place  at 
which  I  spoke  ;  and  at  that  time  I  was  in  favour 
of  the  reduction  of  the  number  of  members  to 
just  about  the  number  now  stated  in  the  Bill. 
Since  I  have  been  in  Wellington  I  have  con- 
siderably altered  my  vievra.  I  am  not  at  all 
surprised  at  that.  I  quite  expected  that  I 
should,  in  some  respects,  alter  my  views  from 
my  experience  here ;  and  I  am  not  at  all 
ashamed  to  state  before  this  House  that  I  am 
intending  to  vote  against  this  Bill.  I  am  not 
at  all  ashamed  of  my  constituents  hearing 
of  this.  I  told  tlicm  on  various  occasions 
that  it  was  quite  likely,  if  they  sent  me  to 
Wellington,  that  I  should  speak  and  vote 
contrary  to  what  I  stated  when  before  them, 
and  that  if  they  did  not  approve  of  my  action 
they  could  deal  with  me  as  they  have  dono 
with  their  former  representatives.  I  told  them 
that  if  I  altered  my  views  in  considering  any 
matters  I  should  hold  myself  at  liberty  to  do 
so.  I  am  not  a  blind  follower  of  any  man  or 
men,  but  will  speak  what  I  think  right  and 
just  to  aJI  people  concerned.  I  did  think  it 
would  be  right  to  reduce  the  number  of  mem- 
bers to  seventy-one.  That  was  my  statement 
almost  everywhere ;  but  since  I  have  been  here 
I  find  the  honorarium  has  been  reduced.  I 
was  determined  that  should  not  be  done  if  I 
could  help  it ;  but,  since  this  has  been  done,  I 
think  it  is  one  reason  why  I  should  not  vote  in 
fiivour  of  this  Bill.  Another  reason  is,  that  I 
consider  tho  country  districts  would  be  almost 
disfranchised  if  this  were  the  case.  At  present 
there  are  for  Christchurch  and  the  suburbs,  in- 
cluding Lyttclton  and  St.  Albans,  about  eight 
members  ;  and  then  if  I  take  the  district  from 
Christchurch  to  Timaru— a  vast  area  of  country 


—I  find  there  are  only  four  members.  Now,  if 
this  Bill  comes  into  force  and  the  same  gentle- 
men have  the  control  and  division  of  the  dis- 
tricts as  previously,  the  country  districts  will 
be  almost  disfranchised.  I  uierefore  think 
that  if  this  Bill  is  passed,  which  I  certainly 
hope  it  will  not  be,  this  House  should  take 
the  division  of  tho  electoral  districts  under  its 
own  control.  I  consider  that  the  towns  should 
not  have  so  many  members,  and  that  the  coun- 
try should  have  more.  I  cannot  see  at  all 
why  the  country  should  be  left  with  so  few 
representatives  and  the  towns  be  so  numerously 
represented  just  because  they  have  a  few  more 
people  living  thickly  together.  I  do  not  for  a 
moment  think  that  the  towns  ought  to  have  all 
tho  power  they  have.  Hereford  Street,  Christ- 
church, and  Princes  Street,  Dunedin,  hold  a 
tremendous  power  over  the  country  round 
about,  and  if  they  have  a  vast  number  of  mem- 
bers representing  these  towns  they  will  be 
certainly,  to  a  very  great  degree,  under  the 
power  of  gold,  and  the  country  districts  will 
have  to  sufier.  To  my  mind  this  will  be  a 
great  injustice,  and  it  is  a  reason  why  I  shall 
vote  against  the  Bill.  Another  reason  why  I 
think  it  is  wrong  to  pass  the  Bill  is  this :  We 
are  at  present  arranging  to  sell  the  land  to  in- 
crease tho  population,  and  before  three  years 
are  over  we  expect  there  will  be,  according  to 
tho  present  arrangements,  a  vast  increase  of 
population.  That  is  hoped  for,  and  if  it  comes 
about  we  shall  not  need  to  reduce  the  num- 
ber of  members.  I  therefore  shall  feel  it  my 
duty,  and  I  think  I  shall  have  very  good 
grounds  to  stand  upon,  when  before  my  con- 
stituents, to  explain  to  them  my  reason  for 
voting  contrary  to  what  I  told  them  was  my 
idea  of  things  when  seeking  election.  I  have 
listened  with  very  great  attention  to  many 
honourable  members  to-night;  and,  when  I 
was  listening  to  the  honourable  member  for 
llount  Ida,  I  thought  he  gave  a  very  nice, 
pithy,  straightforward  little  speech.  And  then 
the  Hinister  of  Justice  rose,  and  what  did 
I  find  ?  He  seeqied  to  come  forth  with  such 
power  and  dignity,  as  if  he  were  really  some- 
body at  any  rate,  and  as  if  he  were  going, 
with  very  little  trouble,  to  confound  the  little 
member  for  Mount  Ida ;  and  he  stepped  forth 
on  the  floor  of  this  House  and  shook  his 
beard  almost  as  if  he  were  the  king  of  the 
forest,  and  with  great  dignity  he  waved  his 
hand  over  the  audience,  saying,  "  My  little 
friends,  you  had  better  mind  what  you  are 
about."  It  was  almost  enough  to  frighten 
us  young  people,  such  utterances  of  astonish- 
ment and  wonder  that  any  one  should  speak 
against  this  Bill,  But,  Sir,  we  aro  not  so 
easily  frightened,  after  all.  We  have  a  boldness 
about  us,  after  all ;  and,  although  we  have  not 
the  same  power  or  the  same  authority  and 
dignity  about  us  as  the  Minister  of  Justice, 
who,  to  my  mind,  appears  to  hand  out  justice 
without  mercy,  we  are  still  allowed  to  say 
what  we  think,  and  act  upon  it.  I  have  not 
very  much  more  to  say  on  this  matter,  but  I 
will  stand  by  those  who  stand  by  the  poor. 
There  has  been  a  great  deal  said  about  the 
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'working-classee  aud  the  poor,  but  ever  since  I 
have  been  in  the  House  wave  after  wave  of 
legislation  has  swept  over  this  House  which 
has  appeared  to  bo  agsbinst  the  working- 
classes.  And  I  maintain  that  it  is  our  duty 
to  stand  by  them ;  the  working-classes  are  the 
soul  and  life  of  the  land,  and  it  is  our  duty 
to  stand  by  them.  I  believe  in  being  loyal  to  the 
Queen,  loyal  to  the  lawyer,  loyal  to  the  clergy- 
man, and  loyal  to  the  soldier;  but  I  believe  in 
being  loyal  to  the  ploughman  and  looking  after 
the  interest  of  the  man  that  toils  in  the  field. 
And  I  intend  to  stand  by  them  and  stand  up 
for  their  rights.  I  do  not  intend  for  a  moment 
to  disrate  wealth  and  intelligence.  I  believe 
in  education,  and  I  believe  in  intelligence  and 
in  wealth.  I  know  we  need  these  and  must 
have  them.  But  I  do  oppose  allowing  these 
mighty  men  of  power  to  crush  the  workiug- 
man.  I  contend  that  the  working-man  has  a 
right  to  a  place  in  this  House,  and  we  have  in- 
telligent working-men  as  well  as  gentlemen  of 
the  higher  classes  to  assist ;  and  if  the  nuidber 
of  members  is  reduced  and  the  honorarium  is 
reduced  these  men  cannot  be  present  in  this 
House  to  speak  for  themselves.  I  do  not  think 
we  should  place  them  in  a  position  which 
would  cause  them  to  rise  with  brute  force  and 
violently  take  from  the  owners  that  which  thoy 
have ;  but  I  believe  they  should  have  these 
rights  loyally,  honourably,  and  justly;  and 
therefore  I  shall  oppose  this  Bill,  becaase  I 
believe  it  is  against  the  interests  of  the  poor 
and  the  working-classes  of  society,  and  against 
the  interests  of  the  colony  generally. 

Mr.  BARRON.— The  honourable  gentleman 
seems  to  have  a  peculiar  idea  of  what  is  to  the 
interests  of  the  poor  and  the  working-classes. 
His  idea  of  the  interests  of  the  poor  and  of  the 
working-classes  seems  to  be  that  a  large  propor- 
tion of  the  money  they  can  so  ill  spare  ought 
to  be  taken  and  frittered  away  in  a  costly  form 
of  representation  that  is  altogether  beyond  our 
requirements.  No  one  who  has  thought  the 
subject  over  can  arrive  at  any  other  conclusion 
than  that  our  appliances  of  government  are  far 
beyond  the  requirements  of  the  colony,  ajid 
there  is  no  member  in  this  House  who  does  not 
know  that  the  cost  of  these  appliances  in  the 
matter  of  representation  comes  out  of  the 
pockets  of  the  masses  of  the  people.  There 
have  been  many  contradictory  argimients  used 
to-night  against  this  Bill.  Honourable  gentle- 
men rose  one  after  another  in  opposition  to 
this  Bill,  and  each  one  disposed  of  many  of 
the  arguments  of  his  predecessors,  and  also  of 
some  of  the  arguments  he  himself  had  used 
against  the  Bill  as  he  went  along.  But  all 
have  been  disposed  of  in  a  very  sensible  re- 
mark that  fell  from  the  honourable  member 
for  Christchurch  North,  who  said  that  ho  recog- 
nised the  measure  was  justified  by  the  voice 
of  the  constituencies.  That,  Sir,  is  the  whole 
strength  of  the  position  which  the  Government 
takes  up  in  introducing  this  Bill  and  asking 
the  House  to  pass  it.  It  is  to  give  efiect  to 
the  decision  of  the  constituencies.  Their  de- 
mand has  been  clearly  expressed  during  the 
election;  and  the  certainty  of  that  wUl  be 
Mr.  Buxton 


shown  by  the  numbers  in  the  lobbies  when. 
the  House  goes  to  a  division.  The  honourable 
member  who  has  just  sat  down  is  one  who  vras 
convinced  that  the  demand  was  a  reosonabla 
one  when  he  was  before  his  constituents,  and 
he  acknowledged  its  reasonableness  and  said 
he  would  vote  for  it.  He  has  now  changed  his 
mind  in  the  House.  Not  that  I  say  that  that  i» 
a  wrong  thing.  Sometimes  a  desire  on  the  part 
of  honourable  gentlemen  to  be  consistent  out- 
weighs their  sense  of  what  really  is  the  right 
thing  for  them  to  do.  Sometimes  they  are  de- 
terred from  doing  the  right  thing  from  the  fear 
of  being  considered  inconsistent.  Therefore  I 
do  not  say  he  is  to  blame  for  promising  to  do 
one  thing  and  now  doing  another.  But,  in  con- 
sidering what  the  constituencies  demstnded, 
and  what  this  House  is  prepared  to  give  effect 
to,  it  is  something  for  us  to  consider  how 
much  the  promise  of  the  honourable  gentleman 
weighed  with  his  constituents  on  this  particu- 
lar question  when  they  returned  him  over  his 
opponent. 

Mr.  BUXTON.  —  Perhaps  the  honourablo 
member  will  allow  me  to  explain.  I  said  the 
reason  why  I  should  support  the  reduction  of 
members  was  that  I  thought  the  honorarium 
should  be  increased  to  £300  if  the  number  o£ 
members  was  reduced.  If  the  number  is  re- 
duced the  honorarium  should  be  raised  to  £300. 
This  has  been  reduced,  and  I  am  not  incon- 
sistent in  voting  against  this  Bill. 

Mr.  BARRON. — The  honourable  gentleman 
wants  to  take  out  of  one  pocket  of  the  people 
with  one  hand  and  to  take  out  of  the  other 
pocket  with  the  other.  The  honourable  mem- 
ber for  the  Eastern  Maori  District  raised  one 
objection  to  the  Bill — that  is,  that  we  should 
not  disturb  the  special  representation  which 
the  Natives  now  enjoy,  unless  it  is  with  the 
desire  to  break  down  the  lines  of  demarcation 
between  the  European  and  the  Maori,  and  placa 
all  on  an  equal  footing.  I  believe  we  should 
break  them  down,  and,  if  the  honourable  gentle- 
man moves  aa  he  has  intimated,  this  Parlia- 
ment probably  will  break  down  the  last  line  of 
demarcation  between  the  two  races,  so  that  we 
shall  bo  merged  politically  into  one  people, 
having  the  same  lasvs  applying  to  all  our  affairs. 
One  honourable  member  accused  the  Premier 
of  inconsistency,  because  when  he  was  a  mem- 
ber of  a  former  Government  he  increased  the 
number  of  members.  We  ought  to  bo  very 
glad  to  see  the  Premier  is  not  deterred  by  the 
certainty  of  being  accused  by  members  of  incon- 
sistency in  this  and  other  matters  from  doing 
what  he  now  sees  to  be  his  duty ;  but  I  am  sura 
the  country  will  not  desire  to  charge  him  with 
inconsistency,  and  will  consider  the  benefits  ho- 
is conferring  on  it  now  rather  than  the  disad- 
vantages they  laboured  under  under  the  former 
administration.  One  honourable  mowber  saya 
that  the  comparison  with  Canada  and  France  is 
very  unfair  as  applied  to  a  rising  young  colony 
like  this,  whose  circumstances  are  altogether 
different  from  those  of  other  countries.  The 
circmnstanccs  of  Canada  or  of  France  may  be- 
scarcely  on  all  fours  with  the  circumstances  of 
New  Zealand.    But  again  I  would  venture  to. 
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point  out  that  in  Victoria  they  have  got  a 
Ijefpslative  Assembly  containing  eighty  -  six 
members  and  a  population  of  under  a  mil- 
lion. The  Gape  of  Good  Hope  has  a  popu- 
lation of  over  one  million,  and  there  they 
have  a  House  of  only  seventy-four.  If  we 
lednced  the  number  to  a  larger  extent  than  is 
now  proposed  we  should  still  bo  ropresonted  to 
a  greater  extent  than  Victoria  or  the  Cape  of 
Good  Hope.  Then,  the  same  honourable  gentle- 
man accuses  this  side  of  the  House  of  being  the 
representatives  of  the  property-classes.  Well, 
Sir,  to  me  it  is  a  very  amusing  claim  that  some 
honourable  gentlemen  who  are  opposed  to  the 
Oovemment  so  frequently  seem  to  feel  called 
upon  to  set  up — that  of  being  the  only  true 
democrats,  the  only  representatives  of  the 
people  in  the  House.  Party  lines  have  been, 
unfortunately,  for  some  years  not  very  clearly 
defined  ;  but  I  think,  if  any  side  of  the  House 
is  to  set  up  a  claim  to  be  considered  as  acting 
in  the  interests  of  the  people  of  this  colony,  it 
is  this  side  of  the  House  that  might  set  up  a 
very  much  fairer  claim  than  the  other  side  in 
that  respect.  The  legislation  that  has  been 
initiated  and  placed  on  the  Statute  Book  this 
session  has  been  more  in  the  interests  of 
democracy,  and  will  go  further  in  the  direction 
of  relieving  the  masses  of  the  people  of  burdens 
placed  upon  them  by  their  representatives  in 
the  past,  than  anything  that  has  been  done  in 
Parliament  for  the  last  three  or  four  years. 
Bat  I  may  go  further  and  say  that  the  legis- 
lation of  the  past  three  or  four  years  has  been 
to  a  very  great  extent  pernicious,  and  certainly 
against  the  interests  of  the  people  of  this 
colony.  The  same  honourable  gentleman  said 
that  this  Administration  was  supported  by  the 
absentees.  In  that  respect  he  reminded  me  of 
the  Irish  gentleman  who  said  that  absentees 
were  the  curse  of  Ireland,  and,  that  in  fact, 
that  unfortunate  country  was  swarming  with 
them.  Perhaps,  however,  this  administration 
may  manage  to  do  what  its  predecessors  did 
not  try  to  do,  and  moke  the  statement  good  by 
taxing  these  absentees.  Then,  we  have  been 
told  by  one  honourable  gentleman  that  we  have 
no  time  for  reflection;  that  this  measure  is 
harriedly  brought  before  us,  and  that  we  are 
asked  to  pass  it  without  due  consideration. 
Why,  Sir,  the  question  was  raised  at  least  two 
sessions  ago ;  the  question  was  embodied  in 
a  Bill  again  lost  session ;  the  House  took  no 
inconsiderable  time  to  debato  it;  the  House 
divided  upon  it,  and  the  number — sevent}' — 
only  escaped  becoming  the  law  of  the  land 
by  the  casting-vote  of  the  Chairman;  and 
1  am  reminded  that  the  casting-vote  of  the 
Chairman  might  not  have  been  necessary 
had  one  honourable  gentleman  remained  true 
to  the  pledges  to  his  constituents  and  to  mem- 
bers of  this  House.  Had  that  honourable 
gentleman  not  been  guilty  of  a  mistake  in 
going  into  the  wrong  lobby  we  should  have 
Teduced  the  number  last  session,  and  probably 
that  honourable  gentleman  would  have  hod  the 
hononr  of  having  again  a  seat  in  this  House. 
The  hononrable  member  for  New  Plymouth 
■aid  the  effect  of  this  Bill,  ii  passed,  would  be 


to  increase  the  evils  of  log-rolling  and  coalition 
Government.  Honourable  members  who  sat  in 
the  last  Parliament  must  have  been  exceedingly 
amused  at  that  argument  being-  raised  as  an 
objection  to  the  Bill.  If  there  were  any  two 
things  which  characterized  the  last  Parliament 
more  than  others,  it  was  the  tendency  to  log- 
rolling and  the  evils  of  coalition  Government. 
I  hope  we  have  minimised  the  tendency  to  log- 
rolling in  this  Parliament,  and  that  we  shall 
hove  no  more  of  th.-  pernicious  system  of  coali- 
tion Government,  which  is  subversive  of  i-.ll 
good  government  on  true  party  lines.  The  main 
objection  of  the  honourable  member  for  Mount 
Ida  to  the  Bill  seemed  to  be  that  it  is  effecting 
what  should  be  a  gradual  reform  by  a  wrench, 
and  suddenly.  Well,  there  is  a  proverb  that 
if  you  have  a  thorn  in  your  foot  it  is  of  no 
use  to  change  your  boots  —  you  must  pluck 
out  the  thorn.  Now,  tbo  people  of  New 
Zealand  have  a  thorn  in  their  foot,  and  that 
thorn  is  extravagance  in  the  cost  of  govern- 
ment; and  it  is  of  no  use  to  do  anything  else 
but  pluck  it  out.  To  many  it  is  to  some 
extent  natural  to  take  a  personal  rather 
than  a  general  view  of  this  question.  Of 
course  it  would  be  unfair  to  impute  motives 
to  honourable  gentlemen ;  but  one  cannot 
help  thinking  of  the  reasons  which  may  influ- 
ence honourable  members  in  either  support- 
ing or  opposing  this  Bill  when  one  notices 
during  the  debate  that  just  those  honourable 
members  who  might  have  been  expected  to 
oppose  the  Bill  are  those  who  do  oppose  it — 
those  honourable  gentlemen  who  unfortunately 
are  in  the  position  of  feeling  that,  if  the  Bill 
passes,  some  local  disadvantage  is  likely  to 
arise  to  their  constituency,  or  some  personal 
disadvantage  to  themslves.  They  forget  that, 
though  the  constituencies  may  bo  enlarged,  the 
electors  will  still  be  represented.  But  I  hope 
that  honourable  members  generally  are  above 
personal  considerations.  We  very  naturally 
consider  that,  in  the  selection  of  ourselves,  the 
choice  of  the  best  and  fittest  has  been  made, 
but  we  cannot  help  noticing  that  in  many 
coses  some  of  the  oldest  and  most  useful  pubUo 
men,  men  who  wore  able,  experienced,  and 
valuable  members  of  the  last  Parlitunent,  have 
been  replaced  by  other,  younger,  and  pro- 
bably quite  as  useful  men.  We  very  naturally 
take  a  personal  view  of  the  matter,  and  think 
our  own  individual  services  are  absolutely 
necessary  to  the  good  government  of  the  coun- 
try; yet  wo  may  be  forced  to  the  conclusion 
that  other  persons  may  surpa.<is  us  in  the  esti- 
mation of  our  constituents,  and  that  they  may 
enjoy  the  honour  which  we  now  enjoy,  of  a  seat 
in  this  House,  and  that  they  may  be  superior 
to  ourselves  and  more  useful  to  the  country. 
Sir,  I  hope  this  Bill  will  pass  in  its  present 
form.  I  see  very  little  objection  to  it  even  in 
detail.  I  am  sorry  to  hear  many  honourable 
gentlemen  say  they  hope  if  the  second  reading 
is  carried  it  will  then  be  set  aside  and  be  heard 
no  more  of  this  session.  For  my  own  part,  I 
hope  the  Government  will  be  in  earnest  in 
trying  to  push  it  through  and  put  it  on  the 
Statute  Book  this  session;   and  if  it  is  put 
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there  I  am  sure  it  will  do  more  to  raise  the 
Parliament  and  the  Qovenunent  in  the  estima- 
tion of  the  people  of  the  colony  than  anything 
which  has  Seen  done  for  many  years. 

Mr.  O'CALLAGHAN.— I  do  not  wonder  at 
the  honourable  member  for  Caversham  having 
complained  of  the  fact  of  party  lines  in  this 
House  not  being  very  distinctly  drawn.  I 
should  think  that  every  time  he  looks  at  the 
back  of  the  Premier's  head  he  must  be  struck 
with  the  fact  very  strongly ;  and  every  time  he 
stands  up  to  address  the  House  he  must  remind 
the  House  very  strongly  of  the  days  when,  on 
the  opposite  side  of  the  House,  he  used  to  de- 
nounce the  Premier  and  all  bis  doings  in  the 
very  strongest  language.  I  think  it  only  fair  to 
the  party  I  now  act  with  to  draw  this  fact  out. 
Now,  a  great  deal  has  been  said  to-night  in 
comparing  this  colony  with  other  portions  of 
the  British  Empire,  including  Canada  and 
England,  and  with  France.  I  think  that  is  a 
most  unjust  comparison.  New  Zealand  has  a 
vast  work  of  colonisation  to  do  which  the  other 
countries  which  have  been  named  have  done, 
or,  at  all  events,  have  not  all  to  do,  and  their 
position  is  not  at  all  like  that  of  this  country. 
So  proper  comparison  can  be  made  except  by 
comparing  New  Zealand  with  such  countries  as 
Queensland,  South  Australia,  and  Tasmania. 
This  fact  struck  me  during  the  evening,  and  I 
compared  the  representation  with  the  popula- 
tion of  those  countries  and  what  it  would  be 
here  if  this  Bill  were  pa.ssed  as  it  stands.  And 
the  figures  are  these,  the  proportion  to  each 
member  being  closely  approximate : — 


Colony. 

Number 
ot 

Members. 

Average 
Population  to 
each  Member. 

Queensland 
South  Australia 

New  Zealand 

39 
S2 
36 
67 

5,600 
6,000 
3,700 
8,900 

The  figures  as  to  Now  Zealand  are  assuming 
that  this  Bill  passes  and  refers  only  to  the  Euro- 
pean members  and  population.  I  think  here 
we  have  a  right  to  look  forward  to  the  popula- 
tion being  enormously  increased  witiiin  a  short 
space  of  time.  When  the  country  is  developed, 
as  I  hope  we  shall  see  it  very  soon,  we  shall 
find  a  great  increase  of  population — when  the 
enormous  mineral  resources  of  the  country  are 
more  fully  developed,  when  the  large  tracts  of 
land  now  waste  are  settled,  and  the  equally 
largo  tracts  now  held  by  owners  in  large  blocks, 
and  which  wo  hope  to  see  soon  subdivided — 
when  all  this  is  done  the  country  will  be  capable 
of  carrying  an  enormously  increased  population 
as  compared  with  the  present  population.  Con- 
sidering the  varied  interests  of  the  different 
parts  of  New  Zealand,  and  the  enormous 
length  to  which  it  extends,  we  have  not  too 
many  members  in  this  House.  Now,  I  am 
rather  in  a  puzzle  to  know  what  to  do  in 
connection  with  voting  on  this  Bill.  I  am  in 
favour  of  a  reduction  to  about  eighty  to  eighty- 
four  members;  but  I  find  the  Government  are 
inclined  to  stick  to  the  drastic  reduction  to 
Mr.  Barron 


seventy,  or,  lather,  sixty  -  se^ten,  Europeans. 
Now,  Uiis,  I  consider,  is  too  large  a  reduction, 
and  certainly  such  as  the  colony  does  not  re- 
quire, and  such  as  the  constituencies  did  not 
demand  at  the  last  election.  If  my  electorate 
were  made  larger  than  it  is  now  it  would  taka 
about  four  months  to  c(»itest  an  election  in  it, 
ai:d  it  would  take  a  very  long  purse  indeed  to  face 
the  ex{>enditure  in  connection  with  a  contest. 
At  the  last  election  I  had  to  address  twenty- 
eight  different  meetings,  and  I  was  on  the  road 
from  week's  end  to  week's  end,  and  I  can 
say  I  pi&yed  earnestly  for  the  end  of  the 
election.  If  the  electorate  were  made  larger 
it  would  he  almost  impossible  for  a  single  man 
to  contest  it  in  anything  like  a  satisfactory 
manner.  If  the  Government  will  consent  to 
a  moderate  reduction  to  from  eighty  to  eighty- 
four  I  shall  be  content  to  support  the  second 
reading  of  the  Bill ;  but  if  they  insist  on  the 
full  reduction  proposed  in  the  Bill  I  shall  feel 
compelled  to  vote  against  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN.— I  had  not  intended  to 
speak  on  the  question  now  before  the  House, 
but  the  reference  made  to  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Caversham  by  the  last  speaker  has 
brought  me  to  my  feet.  He  has  thought  fit 
to  refer  to  the  position  hitherto  occupied  by 
that  honourable  member,  and  has  twitted  that 
honourable  gentleman  with  having  deserted 
what  he  calls  "his  own  particular  side."  The 
honourable  member  for  Lincoln  seems  to  for- 
get the  position  that  he  himself  occupied  on 
becoming  a  member  of  this  House  at  the  elec- 
tion of  1881.  Do  we  not  know  that  he  was  a 
strong  supporter  of  ttie  present  Premier  in 
those  days,  and  supported  him  during  nearly 
the  whole  of  that  Parliament?  I  therefore 
think  that,  whatever  other  members  of  the 
House  might  feel  with  regard  to  the  honour- 
able member  for  Caversham,  the  honourable 
member  for  Lincoln  is  about  the  last  man  in 
this  House  who  should  have  referred  to  him. 
Now  as  to  the  reference  made  to  Queensland, 
South  Australia,  and  Tasmania.  The  honour- 
able gentleman  quoted  the  number  of  mem- 
bers in  the  Parliaments  of  each  of  those 
colonies,  and  cited  them  as  arguments  for  the 
rejection  of  this  Bill.  Why,  ho  could  not  have 
cited  an  argument  more  strongly  in  favour  of 
the  Bill.  We  will  take  Queensland,  for  in- 
stance. He  states  that  they  have  only  one 
member  for  each  6,000  of  tho  population,  and 
ho  also  referred  to  the  distance  that  he  himself 
had  to  travel  to  contest  an  election ;  but  I  am 
quite  sure  that,  if  the  honourable  gentleman 
would  take  the  average  area  of  the  Queensland 
constituencies,  ho  would  find  that  for  every 
one  mile  that  he  would  have  to  travel  to  con- 
test an  election  in  Canterbury  he  would  have 
to  travel  ten  miles  in  contesting  on  average 
Queensland  electorate.  The  same  must  also 
be  said  as  to  the  electorates  in  South  Australia. 
The  only  point  the  honourable  member  ap- 
peared to  make  was  as  regards  Tasmania,  and 
there  tho  population  is  so  small  as  compared 
with  the  other  colonies  that  the  cose  hardly 
applies.  I  think,  myself,  this  question  has  been 
suf&ciently  debated,  both  last  session  in  this 
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House  and  before  the  constituencies,  and  I 
think  ve  need  not  discass  it  further.  I,  for  one, 
sopport  the  measure  with  pleasure,  and  strongly 
hold  that  now  is  the  proper  session  in  which  to 
decide  it.  We  should  recollect  the  enormous 
expense  and  delay  that  were  caused  at  the  last 
election  owing  to  the  Bepresentation  Bill  not 
being  passed  at  the  proper  time. 

Mr.  TURNBOLL.— I  am  one  of  those  who 
liave  been  for  some  time  of  the  opinion  that 
the  number  of  members  of  this  House  could 
with  very  great  advantage  be  reduced ;  and  I 
must  say  that  I  have  not  heard  one  single 
szgnment  during  this  debate  which  would  lead 
me  to  alter  my  opinion.  But  I  shall  find  myself 
cbliged  to  vote  against  this  Bill ;  and  I  will 
plainly  tell  honotirable  members  the  reason 
why.  Though  I  hold  that  the  number  of  mem- 
bers should  be  reduced  even  below  what  is  pro- 
posed here,  and  have  supported  the  honourable 
member  for  Caversham  when  he  has  proposed 
that  the  number  should  be  reduced  to  fifty  and 
then  sixty,  I  really  think  this  is  a  most  in- 
opportune time  for  introducing  a  Bill  of  this 
kmd.  The  Premier  has  told  us  that  we  are 
losing,  in  the  shape  of  retrenchment,  £500 
every  day  that  the  financial  proposals  of  the 
Government  are  not  considered;  and  yet 
here  we  are  spending  our  time  upon  a  Bill 
which,  probably,  before  the  time  comes  for 
putting  it  into  operation,  probably  three  years, 
may  not  be  required  at  all!  It  may  be  that 
the  population  will  have  increased  to  such 
an  extent  that  the  ten  or  twelve  thousand  of 
population  required  for  a  quota  would '  be 
made  up,  even  supposing  the  number  of  consti- 
tuencies were  left  at  ninety-one.  At  any  rate, 
if  the  Bill  goes  into  Committee — and  I  have 
no  doubt  it  will  do  so,  from  the  determination 
of  the  Premier  —  it  will  take  two  or  three 
nights  to  put  it  through.  Kow,  have  we  that 
time  to  spare  at  present?  The  Minister  of 
Education  has  told  us  that  if  the  Bill  is  not 
passed  this  session  its  chance  of  passing  will 
be  prejudiced,  because  there  will  be  always 
difficulties  in  the  way  of  passing  a  measure  of 
this  kind.  I  have  before  now  pointed  out  to 
members  of  this  House  that  there  is  great  ne- 
cessity for  amending  the  Standing  Orders,  and 
I  tboagbt  that  amendment  in  that  direction 
would  be  one  of  the  first  measures  which  the 
present  Government  would  bring  down,  be- 
cause there  is  no  doubt  that  as  the  Standing 
Orders  arc  at  present  framed  there  is  a  diffi- 
culty in  the  way  not  only  of  such  a  Bill  as  this, 
but  of  all  Bills.  No  doubt  the  Premier  will  say 
that  I  havo  been  a  sinner  in  this  direction  my- 
self. I  admit  it ;  but,  at  the  same  time,  I  am 
bound  to  point  out  that  it  is  quite  time  these 
Standing  Orders  should  bo  altered,  so  that  no 
factious  opposition  should  be  possible  under 
them.  For  the  reasons  I  have  given,  I  do  not 
see  my  way  to  vote  for  this  Bill  on  this  occa- 
sion ;  but  I  wish  it  to  be  clearly  understood  that 
I  am  in  favour  of  reducing  the  number  of  mem- 
bers to  the  lowest  limit  possible. 

Major  STEVVABD.— I  have  only  a  few  words 
to  say  in  regard  to  this  matter.  When  the 
qaestion  of  reducing  the  number  of  members 


was  before  this  House  in  the  lost  Parliament 
I  voted  for  the  motion  of  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Mooraki — who  now  represents  Wai- 
hemo  —  to  reduce  the  number  of  members  to 
seventy-one;  and,  Sir,  my  conduct  in  the 
matter  was  entirely  approved  of  by  the  con- 
stituents I  then  hod  the  honour  to  represent, 
and  still  have  the  honour  to  represent.  There- 
fore I  feel  bound  to  vote  with  the  Oovernment 
for  the  second  reading  of  this  Bill.  But  one  i« 
not  a  little,  I  was  going  to  say  amused,  but 
also  surprised  to  see  the  attitude  taken  up  by 
the  honourable  member  for  Caversham.  It  is 
not  so  very  long  ago  since  I  regularly  worked 
heartily  with  the  honourable  gentleman  in 
endeavouring  to  do  all  we  possibly  could  to 
defeat  the  objects  of  the  honourable  member 
who  is  now  at  the  head  of  the  Government. 
It  is  a  matter  of  great  surprise  to  me  to  see  the 
facility  with  which  he  has  executed  a  complete 
bouleversement,  and  now  gives  an  entire  and 
thorough  support  to  the  honourable  gentleman 
in  whatsoever  he  chooses  to  do. 

Mr.  BAREOM.— No;  only  in  the  good  he 
does. 

Major  STEWARD.— I  thought  that  the  rea- 
son the  honourable  gentleman  gave  for  the 
change  in  his  opinions  was  that  the  Premier 
had  recently  greatly  improved. 

Mr.  BARRON.— Hear,  hear. 

Major  STEWARD. — I  am  exceedingly  glad 
to  hear  it;  but  we  know  that  the  enthusiasm 
of  converts  is  proverbial,  and  the  honourable 
member  for  Caversham  is  no  exception  to  the 
rule.  He  seems  to  say  that  the  measures  of  the 
present  Government  arc  more  liberal  measures, 
as  I  understand  him,  than  any  measures 
brought  before  the  House  for  some  years  past. 
If  the  reduction  of  the  Governor's  salary,  the 
reduction  of  Ministers'  salaries,  the  reduction 
of  the  honorarium,  and  the  general  retrench- 
ment so  frequently  spoken  of  are  the  measures 
that  he  refers  to,  then  I  have  to  tell  him  that 
those  are  measures  that  the  whole  country  hag 
resolved  upon,  independent  of  parties,  and  that 
they  would  have  been  brought  forward  by  any 
party  which  had  come  into  power.  Therefore 
he  cannot  claim  credit  to  the  Government  for 
having  brought  forward  measures  in  response 
to  the  general  wish  of  the  country.  Although 
I  have  said  that  I  intend  to  vote  for  the  second 
reading  of  the  Bill,  I  cannot  help  saying  that 
I  think  it  is  to  be  regretted  that  the  mea- 
sure should  have  been  brought  forward  during 
the  present  exceptional  session.  It  has  been 
shown  to  be  an  exceptional  session  by  the 
fact  that  all  facilities  to  private  members  have 
been  taken  away  at  an  early  period,  without 
any  complaint  on  their  port,  in  view  of  the 
exigencies  of  the  case.  Wo  have  begun  Monday 
sittings  early,  and  in  every  way  we  have  assented 
to  the  utmost  despatch  being  shown  in  respect 
to  public  business  that  had  to  be  transacted. 
Have  we  not  some  large  questions  of  publio 
interest  which  the  Government  are  pledged 
to  carry  through  during  this  present  session? 
We  have  to  give  effect  to  the  general  policy 
of  retrenchment,  and  the  reduction  of  the  esti- 
mates by  a  large  amount.     We  have  also  the 
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question  of  the  revision  of  the  land  policy,  a 
Bill  for  dealing  with  which  is  under  the  con- 
sideration of  a  Committee  of  this  House.  We 
have  also  the  question  of  the  reorganization  of 
our  railway  service,  a  Bill  in  connection  with 
which  has  passed  its  second  reading,  and  is 
now  down  for  committal.  Eieeing  that  wo  have 
only  about  fourteen  days  before  Christmas  for 
the  consideration  of  all  these  important  mea- 
sures, I  am  surprised  that  the  honourable 
gentleman  at  the  head  of  the  Government 
diould  have  brought  down  a  Bill  such  as  this, 
which  must  of  necessity  take  not  less  than  two 
or  three  days  for  second  reading,  committal,  and 
third  reading.  As  a  justification  for  this  Bill 
being  brought  forward  at  this  particular  time, 
the  honourable  member  for  Dunedin  East  has 
advanced  the  most  extraordinary  argument 
that  there  is  a  better  chance  of  carrying  the 
Bill  at  this  session  than  at  next,  which  will  be 
only  four  months  hence,  because  honourable 
members  cannot  be  trusted  to  remember  their 
pledges  for  a  period  of  six  months.  What  jus- 
tification is  there  for  making  such  n  chorgo  ?  I 
think  honourable  members  have  clearly  shown 
that  they  are  determined  to  fulfil  their  pledges 
in  this  matter. 

Mr.  ALLEN.  —  One  honourable  gentleman 
has  forgotten  them  already. 

Major  STEWARD.— Quito  possibly ;  but  one 
swallow  does  not  make  a  summer,  although 
sometimes  a  single  sheep  infects  a  flock.  I  de- 
cline to  form  my  judgment  on  one  individual 
instance.  Speaking  generally,  I  say  that  the 
House — and  the  division  will  show  it — will,  in 
the  main,  fulfil  their  pledges  to  their  constitu- 
ents; and  that  by  a  large  majority  a  reason- 
able reduction  in  the  number  of  members  of 
this  House  will  be  carried.  If  this  could  just 
as  well  be  carried  next  ses-sion — that  is,  next 
April  or  May — as  it  can  be  carried  now — and 
I  contend  that  it  could — I  do  submit  there 
is  no  justification  for  Ministers,  who  are  plead- 
ing the  want  of  time  for  pressing  important 
matters  on  with  great  urgency,  in  bringing 
down  at  the  same  time  this  Bill,  which  must 
of  necessity  bring  almost  every  honourable 
member  to  his  feet.  The  Government  must 
take  their  share  of  blame  for  this  matter  if  they 
find,  by-and-by,  that  thoy  have  to  drop  proposals 
of  importance.  Iiet  them  hold  this  side  of  the 
House  blameless  of  having  delayed  them  in  that 
way.  If  they  had  brought  this  Bill  down  for 
second  reading  with  an  announcement  that 
they  did  not  intend  taking  it  farther  than  the 
second  reading,  but,  to  fulfil  their  pledges  to 
the  country,  that  they  intended  to  carry  out  the 
reform,  and  would  go  on  with  the  Bill  next 
session,  and  that  in  the  meantime  the  coun- 
try oould  think  about  it,  they  would,  in  my 
opinion,  have  done  wisely  and  well.  As  it  is, 
we  have  it  before  us  that  this  Bill  is  to  be 
pressed  through  all  its  stages  in  this  House, 
and  possibly  it  will  come  down  to  us  with 
amendments  from  the  Legislative  Council,  and, 
at  any  rate,  it  will  take  us  another  two  or  three 
days.  Although  I  shall  vote  for  the  second 
reading  of  this  Bill,  I  regret  that  Ministers 
have  not  thought  fit  to  postpone  the  time  to 
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pass  it  into  law  until  the  next  session,  whidi 
must  take  place  in  about  April  next.  Thoos 
are  my  distinct  views  on  the  subject.  I  hops 
yet  that  the  Premier,  when  he  replies,  will 
make  an  announcement  that  he  will  be  satis- 
fied, if  he  carries  the  second  reading  by  a 
good  substantial  majority,  to  rest  at  that 
stage  and  proceed  further  with  the  measoze 
next  session. 

Mr.  FISH.— I  shall  be  glad  if  the  House  will 
permit  me  to  withdraw  my  amendment. 

Leave  refused. 

Mr.  GOLDIE. — I  do  not  intend  to  take  up 
the  time  of  the  House  in  a  lengthy  speech  to- 
night ;  but  one  cannot  help  dealing  with  some 
of  the  arguments  which  have  been  used  by 
honourable  members.  I  was  surprised  and 
amused  at  the  statement  made  by  the  hononr- 
able  member  for  Bangitata,  who  told  us  that 
he  was  not  a 'blind  follower  of  any  man.  It 
appears  to  me  that  he  is  not  a  blind  follower  of 
himself,  for  he  travelled  all  round  the  compass, 
changed  his  tactics,  and  now  is  going  to  vote 
against  his  own  conviction. 

Mr.  BUXTON.— The  honourable  member  haa 
made  the  greatest  mistake. 

Mr.  GOLDIE. — The  honourable  member  for 
the  Dunstan  told  us  that  he  came  here  pledged 
to  oppose  this  Bill.  As  far  as  I  am  concerned  I 
am  pledged  the  other  way.  Most  of  the  members 
from  Auckland  are  pledged  to  reduce  the  num- 
ber to  fifty.  I  shall  be  only  too  happy  in  Com- 
mittee to  move  in  that  direction,  though,  if  it  is 
carried,  I  may  bo  sacrificing  myself  in  doing  so. 
I  think  that  fifty  members  are  quite  sufficient, 
and  we  have  had  abundant  evidence  of  that 
since  we  have  come  to  this  House.  A  certain 
number  of  honourable  members  have  been 
doing  all  the  talking,  and  the  others  have  been 
debarred  from  taking  part  in  the  debates  owing 
to  the  long  speeches  of  those  honourable  gentle- 
men. If  there  were  only  fifty  members,  every 
one  might  have  a  chance  of  speaking.  It  has 
been  said  that  it  would  be  unwise  to  pass  this 
Bill  unless  we  are  prepared  to  amalgamate  the 
city  electorates.  I  am  opposed  to  that.  Those 
of  us  who  had  to  do  with  elections  in  cities 
with  single  electorates  during  the  late  elections 
know  that  it  took  us  all  our  time  to  get  oar 
rolls  pure,  for  it  is  a  very  hard  matter  to  keep 
persons  from  personating.  If  you  amalgamate 
the  city  electorates  it  will  be  a  sheer  impossi- 
bility to  keep  the  rolls  pure.  As  long  as  I  am 
in  this  House  I  shall  oppose  the  amalgamation 
of  the  city  electorates,  which  would  mean,  I 
think,  making  it  an  impossibility  to  get  liones^ 
in  elections.  Wo  have  been  told  by  the 
honourable  member  for  Hokitika  that  in  none 
of  the  other  colonies  have  they  attempted  to 
reduce  the  number  of  members.  I  do  not 
know  that  any  of  the  other  colonics  have 
made  the  mistake  that  we  have  mode  here 
in  having  so  many  members  in  proportion  to 
our  population.  In  Queensland  they  have 
fifty -nine  members ;  population,  833,000.  That 
means  5,641  people  to  every  member;  and  there 
are  11,380  miles  of  territory  to  each  member. 
Many  members  complain  of  the  distances  whioh 
will  have  to  be  travelled  if  the  number  of  mem- 
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Inb  is  rednced  here;  but  in  New  Zealand 
'we  shall  simply  have  one  member  to  every 
1,485  miles,  as  against  11,830  miles  in  Queens- 
land. In  Victoria  there  are  11,533  people  for 
every  member  ;  and  there  are  17,378  miles  for 
each  member  in  South  Australia.  So  that  in 
the  other  colonies  they  have  not  made  the 
mistake  that  we  have  made  here.  Their 
zepr«8entation  is  much  smaller  in  proportion, 
except  in  the  case  of  New  South  Wales;  so 
that  they  have  no  need  to  make  a  retrograde 
step,  as  we  are  compelled  to  do  in  consequence 
o!  our  folly.  The  honourable  member  for  To 
Aio  told  us  that  it  would  bo  an  unwise  thing 
to  pass  this  Bill  now,  because  it  would  put  into 
the  hands  of  the  Government  a  power — namely, 
the  power  of  a  dissolntion — which  they  might 
lue  next  session  on  the  revision  of  the  tariff  if 
defeated.  It  appears  to  me  that,  if  the  Go- 
vernment do  not  force  this  Bill  through  now, 
they  will  have  a  whip  equally  efiective,  because 
those  who  are  pledged  to  support  the  mea- 
snxe  and  do  not  exercise  their  power  in  that 
direction  dare  not  go  back  to  their  constituents. 
It  has  been  said  that  the  Bill  ought  to  be  put 
ofi  this  session  because  there  are  more  im- 
portant matters  to  deal  with.  The  people  are 
tratching  intently  to  see  how  far  the  pledges  of 
members  are  being  carried  out.  If  you  let  this 
question  stand  over  for  one  or  two  years,  possibly 
the  electors  may  forget  the  pledges  made  to 
them,  and  we  shall  be  allowed,  very  likely,  to 
betray  our  trust  without  meeting  with  that 
rebuke  which  otherwise  we  should  meet  if  we 
did  not  fulfil  our  pledges.  I  think  we  should 
pass  this  Bill  at  once,  and  thus  prove  to  the 
people  that  we  are  carrying  out  that  which  we 
ate  pledged  to  carry  out.  We  are  told  that  by 
reducing  the  number  of  members  it  will  lead 
to  a  great  deal  more  log-rolling  than  has 
taken  place  in  the  past.  It  appears  to  me  that 
the  result  would  be  just  the  other  way,  be- 
eanse  the  fewer  the  members  with  whom  to 
do  log-rolling  the  less  log-rolling  there  will  be. 
Decrease  the  number  of  members,  and  the 
fewer  logs  there  will  bo  to  roll. 

An  Hon.  Membbb. — What  about  the  country 
districts  ? 

Mr.  GOLDIE.— They  are  always  rolling  logs. 
In  the  towns  there  are  no  logs  to  roll — all  the 
roads  are  made  by  the  Corporation.  The 
greater  part  of  the  log-rolling  is  done  by  the 
country  members.  If  you  reduce  the  number 
of  members  you  will  reduce  the  quantity  of 
log-rolling. 

An  Hon.  Member. — The  Auckland  members. 

Mr.  GOLDIE. — They  do  not  do  any  log-rolling 
at  nil.  It  is  necessary  for  us  to  carry  out  the 
pledges  wo  have  made.  I  wish  to  carry  out  the 
pledge  I  mode,  and  I  shall  reserve  to  myself 
the  right  of  moving  that  the  number  bo  reduced 
to  fifty.  I  hope  the  Government  will  force 
through  this  Bill  this  session :  then  the  rolls 
can  be  thoroughly  prepared,  and  the  country 
will  thus  be  saved  great  expense. 

Mr.  R.  THOMPSON.— I  hope  the  Govern- 
ment will  press  the  Bill  through  as  soon  as 
possible.  No  measure  was  more  fully  debated 
thionghont  the  country  districts  than  the  BiU 


now  before  the  House,  and,  as  fat  as  I  know, 
the  feeling  of  the  people  from  one  end  of  the 
colony  to  the  other  is  that  the  number  of 
members  should  be  largely  reduced.  So  far  as 
I  am  personally  concerned,  I  am  not  pledged  in 
any  way  ;  but  I  shall  certainly  support  the  Bill, 
and  I  trust  nothing  will  induce  the  Government 
to  postpone  the  passing  of  this  measure  until 
next  session.  We  know  perfectly  well  the 
trouble  and  confusion  which  the  alteration  of 
the  electorates  made  this  year,  and  we  know 
the  very  imperfect  manner  in  which  the  work 
was  done.  We  also  know  the  trouble  there  was 
in  compiling  the  new  electoral  rolls;  and  I 
think  it  is  very  important  for  the  interests  of 
the  country,  if  we  ore  to  pass  a  measure  of  this 
kind  at  all,  that  it  should  be  done  this  session, 
so  that  there  may  be  ample  time  to  alter  the 
electorates  and  prepare  the  rolls.  I  trust  that 
nothing  will  persuade  the  Government  to  with- 
draw this  Bill. 

Mr.  GADMAN. — I  have  listened  with  amaze- 
ment to  the  tenor  of  the  speeches  which  have 
been  made  to-night.  Fully  three-fourths  of  the 
speakers  have  done  everything  but  debate  the 
Bill,  and  I,  for  one,  am  getting  sick  and  tired 
of  hearing  so  much  twaddle  talked  in  this 
House  from  time  to  time  about  democracy. 
My  experience  of  the  loud-mouthed  democrat 
is  that  when  he  has  made  a  long  speech  he 
never  does  anything  more.  My  experience  of 
the  electors  of  this  colony  is  that  they  think  a 
yeurd  of  road  of  more  value  than  a  mile  of 
speech.  No  one  would  think  it  possible  that  so 
many  men  calling  themselves  sensible  business- 
men, the  ohosen  of  the  country,  would  talk  the 
utter  nonsense  that  we  have  heard  this  session. 
There  is  no  doubt  that  the  country  has  de- 
manded that  we  should  reduce  the  number  of 
members  of  this  House ;  and  we  are  hore  to 
carry  that  out.  The  question,  to  my  mind,  is. 
Is  this  BiU  of  such  vital  importance  that  it 
requires  immediate  attention?  We  have  had 
no  reasons  given  us  from  the  Government 
benches  showing  that  it  is  of  such  vital  import- 
ance. I  hope  thatt  he  Premier  in  his  reply  will 
endeavour  to  g  i ve  us  some  reason.  To  my  mind, 
if  we  have  any  time  to  spore  for  legislation 
outside  retrenchment,  that  time  ought  to  be 
given  tp  trying  to  solve  the  problem  of  giving 
assistance  to  local  industries.  This  is  a  matter 
that  the  country  is  crying  out  bitterly  for,  and 
I  think  it  would  bo  more  to  the  credit  of  the 
Government  if  they  invited  us  to  deal  with  that 
question,  rather  than  take  up  the  time  of  the 
House  this  session  on  this  Bill.  However,  the 
question  is  now  before  us,  and  the  Government 
tell  us  that  they  intend  to  pass  the  Bill.  I,  for 
one,  am  pledged  to  reduction  of  the  number  of 
members,  and  I  shall  support  the  Bill.  With 
respect  to  the  Maori  representation,  there 
seems  to  be  a  consensus  of  opinion  that  the 
Natives  should  be  put  on  the  same  footing  aa 
Europeans,  and  when  the  Bill  is  in  Committee 
I  intend  to  move  for  the  repeal  of  the  Maori 
Representation  Act  of  1867  and  tho  Continu- 
ance Act  of  187G.  It  appears  to  me  that  if 
that  were  carried  the  Government  next  session 
could  consider  tho   question  of   putting  the 
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Mtwris  on  the   same  footing  mth  legaid  to 
«iBctoral  rights  as  Europeans. 

Mr.  BLAKE. — I  wish  to  say  a  few  words  as  to 
my  desire  to  affirm  the  principle  of  a  reduction 
of  tbo  number  of  representatives  of  the  coun- 
try. I,  like  other  honourable  members,  have 
promised  to  vote  for  a  reduction  in  the  repre- 
sentation. I  also  promised  to  do  my  best  for 
various  other  things  which  were  supposed  to  be 
of  much  more  consequence  ;  and,  as  I  said  on 
a  former  occasion,  I  thought  the  Representa- 
tion Bill  was  being  forced  upoii  us  before  it  was 
necessary,  when  we  had  so  many  large  ques- 
tions to  deal  with  this  session.  However,  I 
have  no  objection  to  the  reduction ;  but  I  do 
hope  that,  when  the  reductions  are  made,  the 
towns  will  have  a  full  representation,  for  the 
simple  reason  that  I  think  that  is  the  only 
chance  we  shall  have  of  carrying  the  tariff  in 
favour  of  local  industries,  and  for  that  reason, 
-when  the  Bill  is  in  Committee,  I  shall  vote 
for  the  tovms  to  have  full  representation.  I  do 
not  think  that  the  reduction  of  members  to 
seventy  or  any  other  number  would  do  the 
country  much  more  harm  than  the  ninety-five 
have  in  times  that  are  passed.  We  certainly 
have  brought  the  country  to  a  terrible  pass  by 
having  a  larger  number  than  seventy  members. 
I  have  not  much  further  to  say,  except  that  I 
shall  vote  for  the  second  reading  of  this  Bill ; 
but,  like  so  many  honourable  gen  tlemen  who 
liave  spoken  to-night,  I  shall  certainly  not  press 
for  so  small  a  number  as  sixty-seven,  if  the  Bill 

foes  into  Committee,  because  that  is  generally 
elow  the  number  in  favour  of  which  the  opin- 
ion of  the  country  was  expressed.  I  shall  vote 
for  the  second  reading  to  affirm  the  principle ; 
but  in  Committee,  like  others,  I  reserve  the 
right  to  alter  the  Bill. 

Mr.  BEETHAM.— I  did  not  hear  the  re- 
marks of  the  Premier  in  introducing  the  Bill  ; 
but  I  gather,  from  what  I  heaid  from  the 
honourable  member  for  Wallace,  that  he  alluded 
to  the  position  of  America.  The  honourable 
member  for  Wallace  seemed  to  consider  that 
New  Zealand  is  a  nation  entirely  by  itself.  I 
am  only  anxious  that  it  should  be  so,  and 
eventually,  t  trust,  it  will  be  so.  But,  as  I 
understand  the  matter,  it  appears  that  we  are 
merely  a  province  of  a  nation  at  the  pre- 
sent time;  so  that  I  think  the  analogy  he 
drew  was  not  at  all  warranted  in  this  case. 
As  far  OS  I  could  gather  during  my  travels 
in  America,  it  takes  five  hundred  thousand 
inhabitants  to  make  a  State,  though  I  may 
be  wrong  in  this  respect.  The  honourable 
member  for  Avon  drew  attention  to  the  town 
districts,  and  I  shall  make  a  few  remarks 
about  the  country  districts.  If  this  Bill  goes 
through  in  its  present  form  without  a  certain 
increase  in  tlie  proportion  of  the  number  of 
members  for  the  country  districts,  then,  pos- 
sibly, I  might  vote  against  it.  I  do  not  say  I 
shall,  but  it  will  be  the  duty  of  those  who  re- 
present the  country  districts  to  carefully  con- 
sider the  Bill  when  it  goes  into  Committee.  I 
was  rather  amused  at  an  old  politician  like  the 
honourable  member  for  Waimate  wondering 
at  the  Government  bringing  down  a  measure 
Mr.  Cadman 


of  this  character  at  this  period  of  the 
I  think  that  the  matter  is  very  plain, 
the  very  remarkable  unanimity  that  has  been 
shown  in  dealing  with  the  policy  Bills  of  the 
Government,  I  think  this  is  the  very  time  to 
bring  it  down.  We  are  carrying  all  their  mea- 
sures almost  unanimously,  and  we  are  quite 
ready  to  do  so  in  the  present  case,  and  I  hope 
we  shall  carry  it  by  a  large  majority.  But  I 
trust  the  Premier  will  allow  the  country  dis- 
tricts to  have  a  larger  margin  than  is  at  present 
proposed  in  the  Bill.  I  support  the  second 
reading. 

Mr.  R.  H.  J.  REEVES.— My  intention  is  to 
support  the  second  reading  of  the  Bill.  I  have 
always  been  a  consistent  supporter  of  a  re- 
duction of  members.  In  1881  the  honourable 
gentleman  who  has  brought  this  Bill  forward 
brought  in  a  Bill  to  increase  the  number  of 
members,  but  of  course  every  one  is  allowed  to 
alter  the  representation  of  the  country  according 
to  its  circumstances.  But  I  would  suggest  to 
the  honourable  member  in  charge  of  the  Bill 
that  he  should  accept  a  second  reading  in  this 
case,  and  allow  the  Bill  to  be  committed  on 
another  occasion.  I  do  not  think  it  will  be  de- 
sirable to  have  the  Bill  coming  into  force  until 
after  the  next  census  is  taken.  If  the  Bill  is 
brought  into  operation  before  that  time  very 
considerable  injustice  will  be  done  to  many 
parts  of  the  country.  On  the  west  coast  of 
the  Middle  Island  the  population  is  very  much 
increasing,  and  the  electors  of  the  West  Coast 
have  a  voting-power  very  much  in  excess  of 
that  of  any  other  part  of  Kew  Zealand.  I  think 
the  honourable  member  for  Greymouth  has 
about  three  thousand  electors  on  his  roll,  and 
the  number  on  my  roll  is  about  two  thousand 
five  hundred.  Under  any  circumstances,  it  is 
desirable  this  Bill  should  not  come  into  force 
until  the  next  census  shall  have  been  taken  in 
1890,— or  the  Government  might  hurry  it  on  a 
little  to  determine  the  redistribution  of  seats. 
A  good  deal  has  been  said  with  regard  to  Vic- 
toria and  New  South  Wales  and  other  colonies 
in  respect  to  their  representation.  We  will 
taJce  Victoria  as  the  guiding -star,  as  it  were, 
for  the  whole  of  the  colonies.  I  say,  with- 
out hesitation,  that  that  is  the  most  intelligent 
and  best-governed  colony  in  the  whole  of  the 
Australasian  group,  without  exception.  We 
find  they  have  only  eighty-six  members  in  the 
Legislative  Assembly.  We  must  bear  in  mind 
that  in  Victoria  the  large  centres  are  not 
nearly  so  highly  represented  as  the  centres  in 
New  Zealand.  Melbourne  has  a  population  of 
three  hundred  thousand,  but  they  have  not 
so  many  members  to  represent  them  in  the 
Assembly  as  the  Town  of  Wellington ;  it  cer- 
tainly has  not  got  any  more.  I  think  in  taking 
into  consideration  this  very  momentous  ques- 
tion the  Government  should  look  at  it  from  a 
very  broad  view.  I  think  the  representation  of 
the  towns  should  be  very  much  curtailed,  and 
the  representation  extended  in  the  outlying 
districts.  Honourable  gentlemen  may  say  that 
the  expense  of  elections  will  be  increased  in 
the  event  of  an  enlargement  of  their  districts. 
No  doubt  it  will  be.    I  myself  speak  feelingly. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1887.]         B^presentation  Bill.         [HOUSE.]  Bepretentaiim  Bill.         349 


In  my  district  I  have  got  twenty-one  poUmg- 
places,  and,  although  I  was  not  opposed  at  my 
election,  I  attended  some  thirty  to  thirty-five 
meetings ;  and  some  honourable  members  may 
have  had  more.  I  think  it  should  be  taken 
into  serious  consideration — the  possibility  of 
curtailing  the  representation  of  towns  and  in- 
creasmg  that  of  the  country.  I  do  not  know 
that  1  have  anything  more  to  say  on  this 
Bill,  forth^  than  that  I  shall  vote  for  the 
second  reading.  As  I  said  before,  I  have  always 
been  a  consistent  advocate  of  a  reduction  of 
members  in  Parliament.  In  fact,  on  the  occa- 
sion of  the  passing  of  the  Representation  Bill 
of  1881  I  dare  say  the  Premier  will  remember 
I  warned  him  that  the  time  would  come  when 
he  would  advocate  the  reduction  of  members 
in  this  House.  I  certainly  think  that  seventy 
is,  in  the  present  circumstances  of  the  colony, 
quite  enough,  and  I  shall  vote  for  the  Bill. 

Motion  for  the  adjournment  of  the  House 
negatived. 

Mr.  SEDDON. — As  a  number  of  members 
wish  to  take  the  issue  on  the  main  question,  I 
ask  permission  to  withdraw  my  amendment. 

liCave  refused. 

Mr.  MOSS. — I  was  in  hope  that  the  amend- 
ment would  bo  withdrawn,  out  I  cannot,  myself, 
go  to  a  division  on  this  question  without  ex- 
pressing my  views  upon  it.  I  have  been  very 
sorry  to  see,  during  this  session,  that  these 
questions,  which  appear  to  me  of  exceeding 
gravity,  have  been  discussed  simply  as  if  they 
were  financial  questions.  I  feel  very  certain 
that  the  financial  aspect  is  a  mere  bagatelle 
as  compared  with  the  constitutional  aspect  in 
which  such  questions  present  themselves  to  me  ; 
for  on  the  passing  or  rejection  of  Bills  of  this 
kind  depend  the  future  progress  and  liberty  of 
the  country.  I  have  heard  honourable  members 
daring  this  debate  frequently  refer  to  the  con- 
dition of  the  old  Parliament.  I  have  heard  it 
said  that  it  was  a  much  better  Parliament 
twenty  years  ago — that  the  members  were 
superior  and  the  work  was  better  done,  and 
done  at  much  less  expense  to  the  country.  Sir, 
I,  who  know  somethmg  of  the  history  of  Par- 
liament, will  venture  to  give  that  an  emphatic 
denial.  The  old  Parliament  for  some  time 
was  a  kind  of  clab,  giving  pensions  to  whom 
it  liked,  having  gentlemen  taken  out  of  the 
poblic  offices — employed  there  as  secretaries 
and  clerks — and  putting  tbem  in  the  Upper 
Honse  to  make  tliem  Prime  Ministers  and 
Ministers  of  State ;  having  members  taken  out 
of  this  House  and  made  Besident  Magistrates, 
and  Under-Secretaries,  and  Commissioners  of 
Bankruptcy.  That  was  constantly  done  under 
the  old  rigime.  We  have  got  rid  of  all  that 
under  the  present  r6gimt,  and,  in  doing  that,  I 
think  we  have  made  a  great  step  in  advance. 
It  seems  to  me  a  very  serious  thing  that  we 
shonid  now  attempt  lightly  to  interfere  with 
the  structure  we  have  raised.  Reference  has 
been  made  to  the  great  Parliament,  the  English 
Parliament.  But  will  anybody  suppose  that 
the  great  mass  of  the  people  would  be  in  the 
position  they  occupy  in  England  if  they  had 
possessed  a  Parliament  organized  and  consti- 


tuted as  this  Parliament  has  been?  Would 
the  great  mass  of  the  people  in  England  have 
been  allowed  to  remain  uneducated  for  so  many 
generations,  and  in  so  many  ways  entirely 
neglected  1  Could  that  have  occurred  under  % 
paid  Parliament  ?  I  lately  read  a  sermon,  and, 
although  the  time  is  getting  very  late,  will  ven- 
ture to  quote  from  it.  It  is  a  sermon  preached 
by  the  Rev.  Stopford  Brooke  at  the  Blooms- 
bury  Chapel  on  the  22nd  December,  1888, 
and  is  one  that  is  well  worth  reading.  Here  is 
what  the  preacher  says : — 

"  No  words,  as  you  have  heard  of  late,  can 
exaggerate  that  which  lies  behind  the  stately 
edifice  of  our  wealth  and  pride.  Here,  close 
at  hand  to  this  chapel,  there  are  dens  where 
decent  folk  live  nine  in  a  cellar  scarcely  larger 
than  six  of  the  pews  in  this  church,  for  which 
they  pay  Ss.  a  week.  It  is  the  picture  of  thou- 
sands of  rooms  dwelt  in  all  over  this  city,  the 
filth  and  vermin  and  nameless  horrors  of  which 
deepen  year  after  miserable  year ;  and  every 
improvement  made  in  this  town  for  the  sake  of 
the  greater  comfort  and  pleasure  of  the  upper 
classes,  without  previous  provision  for  housmg 
those  whose  dens  are  pulled  down,  increases 
this  overcrowding,  and  raises  the  rent  on  those 
whose  life  is  already  crushed  out  of  them  by 
overwork,  and  whose  wages  for  this  overwork 
ore  starvation-wages;  for  work  is  almost  as 
much  overcrowded  as  the  dwellings.  There 
are  thousands  who  cannot  get  any  work  at  all, 
and  whose  lives  are  spent  in  daily  despair;  and 
while  their  souls  are  eaten  away  by  this  vul- 
ture their  bodies  are  burnt  up  with  famine. 
Famine  is  common  in  this  town,  and  especially 
the  famine  of  children ;  and  the  fact  speaira 
well  for  the  brutality  of  the  first  city  in  the 
world." 

The  gentleman  who  spoke  those  words  is 
one  whom  we  ought  all  to  honour  for  speaking 
in  his  place  in  such  outspoken  terms ;  and 
when  I  near  people  speak  lightly  of  the  great 
mass  of  the  people,  and  deride  those  who  think 
that  one  of  the  greatest  objects  of  Parliament 
should  be  to  preserve  them  in  the  good  position 
they  now  occupy,  I  think  of  this  sermon.  It 
is  constantly  said  that  persons  talk  too  much 
of  being  the  friends  of  the  working-man  :  but 
that  sneering  style  only  comes  from  those  who 
wish  to  rule  selfishly.  All  they  aim  at  is  to 
see  the  moss  of  the  people  kept  as  humble  as 
possible,  and  not  to  have  the  voice  in  this  Par- 
liament on  behalf  of  themselves,  their  families 
and  friends,  to  which  thoy  are  entitled,  and 
which  they  have  in  the  past  so  well  used.  Wo 
have  in  this  colony  at  the  present  time  the 
great  mass  of  the  people  certainly  in  a  condi- 
tion to  which  the  words  I  have  read  are  not 
applicable.  Ought  we  not  to  be  proud  of  that, 
and  do  our  utmost  to  keep  them  in  that  posi- 
tion ?  And  what  engine  is  so  powerful  to  affect 
their  position  for  all  time  as  this  Parliament  ? 
Their  whole  future  welfare  depends  on  that. 
The  rich  can  take  care  of  themselves ;  they  do 
not  care  how  many  members  are  here,  or  how 
they  are  paid,  or  whether  they  are  paid  at 
all ;  but,  if  this  Parliament  is  to  be  kept  in 
sympathy  with  the  people,  you  cannot  achieve 
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that  without  proper  payment  of  members  and 
adequate  representation  of  the  people.  These 
are  the  two  great  aims  to  keep  before  us,  and 
they  can  only  be  obtained  by  a  full  representa- 
tion of  the  whole  people.  Surely,  in  presence  of 
that  consideration,  the  small  amount  of  saving 
which  might  be  effected  sinks  into  insignifi- 
cance and  is  not  worth  consideration.  We 
have  been  asked  by  the  honourable  member 
for  Bangitikei  what  is  the  difference  between 
Democracy  and  Conservatism,  and  told  that  he 
did  not  think  any  one  could  explain  it.  Well,  I 
will  try  and  explain  the  difference.  Democracy 
recognises  the  man  first ;  Con.serratism  thinks 
of  the  property  first,  and  of  the  man  as  subsi- 
diary to  property.  Democracy  aims  at  an  entire 
divorce  between  society  and  politics ;  Con- 
servatism would  like  to  see  those  who,  by  their 
wealth  or  other  cause,  rule  in  society,  rule  also 
in  politics.  There  is  the  difference ;  and  there 
are  honourable  members  who  sincerely  defend 
their  own  side,  and  each  should  credit  the 
other  for  sincerity.  I  believe  that  democracy, 
and  government  by  democracy,  is  the  natural 
life  of  this  colony. 

Mr.  BRUCE.— Will  the  honourable  gentle- 
man allow  me  to  explain  ?  My  remarks  ap- 
plied to  the  terms  as  they  are  used  in  this 
House. 

Mr.  MOSS. — Well,  I  can  only  say  that  when 
I  use  the  term  "  democrat"  that  is  the  sense  in 
which  I  use  it.  I  believe  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Bangitikei,  from  his  large  sympathies, 
is  a  democrat  at  heart,  although  in  very  bad 
company  at  present.  Then,  Sir,  speaking 
of  tho  constitution  of  this  Parliament,  surely 
there  is  one  great  and  important  point  that 
should  not  be  overlooked.  Surely  we  ought 
not  to  forget,  in  our  political  arrangements,  that 
this  country,  of  all  countries  in  the  world,  with 
the  exception,  perhaps,  of  Italy  and  Japan, 
is  the  one  that  has  no  great  centre.  Is  this 
place  the  centre  of  the  colony  ?  Is  the  Press 
of  this  place  the  metropolitan  Press?  Is  this 
place  the  commercial  centre  of  the  colony  ?  Is 
it  fitted  in  any  way,  commercially,  sociaJly,  or 
politically,  to  be  the  centre  of  Now  Zealand  ? 
The  answer  to  be  given  to  these  questions  indi- 
cates a  very  good  reason  for  our  not  following 
blindly  the  example  of  other  countries,  but  for 
marking  out  for  ourselves  a  course  suitable  for 
the  country  and  for  the  people.  All  this  has 
been  considered  in  the  post,  and,  although  the 
ideas  to  which  I  am  now  giving  expression  may 
be  fresh  to  tho  new  members,  they  are  well 
known  to  the  old  members  of  the  House.  Sir, 
we  have  built  up  this  structure  of  tho  Parlia- 
ment of  New  Zealand  with  great  difiiculty,  and 
I  should  like  to  see  it  touched  with  reverent 
hands,  as  .the  foundation  on  which  rests  the 
life  of  the  people  of  this  country.  This  is  a 
subject  on  which  one  might  be  tempted  to 
speak  very  strongly.  Tho  hour  is  late,  and  I 
will  not  do  so,  although  my  feelings  ore  so 
strong  with  regard  to  it  that  sometimes  I  feel 
a  diificulty  in  repressing  myself.  Now,  on 
the  lyth  August,  1881,  very  irreverent  hands 
were  laid  on  this  Parliament,  in  the  same  way 
as  now :  without  due  consideration.  Then  the 
ilr,  Jiou 


number  of  members  was  increased,  and  the 
whole  representation  of  the  country  altered. 
I  admit  it  was  high  time  to  make  some  altera- 
tion, for  the  representation  was  most  unequal. 
On  that  occasion,  when  the  number  of  mem- 
bers was  increased  from  eighty-four  to  ninety- 
five,  I  opposed  the  increase.  I  have  just  been 
looking  up  Hansard  to  see  what  I  said,  and 
this  is  it : — 

"  Instead  of  inoreasiug  the  number  of  mem- 
bers of  this  Houso,  we  ought  to  have  had  the 
mea-sures  for  local  government  which  we  were 
to  have  had  at  the  early  part  of  the  session,  but 
of  which  we  hear  nothing  now.  If  those  mea- 
sures had  been  brought  down  properly  framed, 
and  carried  in  accordance  with  -the  wishes  of 
tho  people,  I  am  quite  certain  this  House,  being 
relieved  of  all  local  matters,  and  having  nothing 
but  broad  principles  of  legislation  to  deal  with, 
need  not  have  held  more  than  forty-five  mem- 
bers, instead  of  ninety-five." 

I  also  took  the  opportunity  of  saying — and  it 
is  very  apt  to  the  present  occasion, — 

"  If  WQ  go  on  increasing  the  number  of  mem- 
bers in  this  House,  and  increasing  the  enor- 
mous departments  in  connection  with  it,  wo 
shall  waste  the  resources  of  the  country,  and 
we  shall  not  bo  able  to  find  funds  for  local 
government." 

Six  years  have  passed  since,  and  I  feel  now 
that  I  was  justified  in  using  those  expressions. 
Then,  with  regard  to  the  financial  view  of  the 
question,  let  me  state  that  at  that  time  the 
colony  was  in  a  great  crisis,  and  great  steps  were 
to  be  taken  to  settle  its  finances ;  and  so  it  has 
been  in  every  Parliament  of  which  I  have  been 
a  member.  In  1879  the  same  tactics  were  re- 
sorted to  as  now.  A  financial  panic  was  created 
throughout  the  country.  It  lowered  our  stocks 
then  in  the  same  way  as  a  panic  is  now  lower- 
ing them  in  London — a  panic  got  up  for  special 
party  purposes,  just  as  it  is  now.  In  1879,  when 
the  country  was  in  this  similar  panic,  this  is 
what  was  said  by  the  honourable  gentleman 
now  the  Premier  of  the  colony :  "  We  are,  I 
hope,  about  to  take  a  new  departure  in  finance, 
tho  proposals  of  the  Government,  if  given  eSect 
to,  insuring  in  the  future  a  state  of  equilibrium 
between  expenditure  and  income."  That  was 
eight  years  ago.  At  the  same  time  the  honour- 
able gentleman  said, — 

"  The  country  will  bo  satisfied  with  no  tem- 
porary expedients,  and  will  submit  to  no 
makeshifts,  but  will  insist  on  our  finance 
being  placed  on  a  well-defined,  solid,  and 
lasting  foundation." 

The  exact  words,  almost,  in  which  we  are  ad- 
dressed to-day.  Now,  once  more,  tho  finances 
are  to  be  put  on  a  lasting  and  firm  foundation. 
Once  more  tho  honourable  gentleman's  sap- 
porters  congratulate  him  on  an  honest  attempt 
to  grapple  with  the  present  difiiculty.  Who 
has  not  heard  all  that  before?  It  has  been 
repeated  so  often,  and  there  is  such  utter 
absurdity  in  it,  that  I  have  scarcely  patience 
to  listen.  Those  who  have  gone  through  the 
fire  know  that  panics  have  been  created,  and 
that  political  changes  have  been  sought  and 
effected  under  cover  of   that  panic.     Then, 
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another  and  most  iznportELnt  failuro  in  tho 
ardministration  in  which  the  honourable  gentle- 
man has  taken  a  prominent  part  for  many  years 
is  the  substitution  of  a  system  of  local  govern- 
ment for  that  which  was  so  recklessly  and 
wantonly  destroyed.  Instead  of  being  an  ad- 
'vance,  it  was  from  that  date  that  our  real 
troubles  began.  I  ventured  to  say  years  ago 
in  this  House  that  we  were  making  a  very 
great  mistake, — that  we  should  be  iu  greater 
difficulties  than  ever, — because  we  were  laying 
the  foundation  for  a  political  crisis  to  compli- 
cate the  financial  crisis  sure,  from  our  bor- 
rowing policy,  to  come.  On  the  1th  August, 
1876,  the  system  of  local  government  which 
had  existed  previously  for  a  quarter  of  a  cen- 
tury, and  which  certainly  needed  reform,  was 
recklessly  and  unwisely  destroyed  instead  of 
being  reformed.  On  that  occasion  we  were 
told  that  we  should  have,  instead,  a  great 
triumph.  There  was  to  be  a  form  of  local 
government  that  would  give  to  the  country  all 
ihe  works  it  required  without  the  necessity  of 
parliamentary  intervention.  Those  were  the 
«xact  words  of  the  promise  on  which  the  policy 
was  accomplished.  We  have  gone  on  for  eleven 
years  since  that,  and  millions  of  money  have 
been  borrowed  to  bolster  up  and  keep  successive 
Govenmicnts  in  their  places,  without  facing 
this  great  question  and  so  bringing  the  colony 
into  a  healthy  condition.  I  shall  vote  for  the 
second  reading  of  the  Bill.  I  do  not  see  how 
I  could  consistently  vote  against  it,  as  I  have 
always  maintained  that  the  number  of  mem- 
bers should  be  reduced,  and  have  opposed  the 
increase  which  was  previously  made.  But  I 
hold  that,  with  this  Bill,  there  should  have 
«ome  down  to  us  a  measure  of  local  govern- 
ment that  would  have  made  the  reduction  of 
the  number  of  members  still  larger.  We  are 
told  that  the  question  of  local  government  is 
one  of  insurmountable  difficulty.  I  venture  to 
say  that  in  a  week  I  could  bring  down  a  mea- 
sure which,  at  all  events,  would  set  honourable 
members  thinking ;  and  that  is  all  that  any 
honourable  member  can  aspire  to.  I  would 
undertake  to  say  that  I  could  do  that  in  half  a 
week,  and  that,  as  the  result  of  that  thought, 
we  should  have  something  better  than  the  pre- 
sent system.  We  have  had  the  experience  of 
five-and-twenty  years,  and  we  know  all  the 
defects  of  the  old  system.  What  difficulty, 
then,  could  there  be  in  building  up  a  now  one 
on  somewhat  the  same  lines?  We  might  have 
the  great  South  Island  managing  its  own  af- 
fairs without  constantly  coming  to  this  House. 
What  difficulty  could  there  be  in  framing  a 
similar  system  for  the  North  Island?  It  might 
be  necessaiy  to  divide  it  into  two  or  more 
ports ;  but  what  possible  difficulty  could  there 
be  in  doing  it?  And  now,  when  we  have  run 
the  whole  of  our  resources  nearly  dry,  some 
such  change  is,  I  feel,  inevitable.  With  the 
whole  power  of  the  country  centralised  in  this 
Assembly,  it  is  scarcely  safe  to  reduce  its  num- 
bers ;  it  is  scarcely  safe  to  do  anything  that 
may  reduce  it  to  the  old  condition  of  a  fashion- 
able club,  in  which  it  existed  for  so  many 
years  in  the  early  days  of  the  colony.     It  is 


scarcely  safe  to  make  the  reduction  of  the 
number  and  the  reduction  of  the  pay  go  to- 
gether without  some  measure  of  decentralisa- 
tion at  the  same  time.  Wo  should  be  careful 
lest  we  revert  to  the  old  times,  of  which  we 
hear  so  much,  when  it  was  with  the  greatest 
difficulty  that  a  candidate  could  b^  got  to 
stand  for  the  House.  We  know  that  on  one 
occasion  people  were  glad  to  pick  up  one 
gentleman  as  be  rode  past  the  polling-booth  on 
horseback;  and  another  gentleman,  who  has 
stood  in  the  highest  position  in  the  country, 
was  absolutely  elected  by  his  proposer  and 
seconder,  not  another  person  being  present. 
That  was  the  condition  of  affairs  in  the  old 
times,  and  that  is  a  condition  that  surely 
honourable  members  would  not  like  to  see  us 
reduced  to  again.  I  regard  the  reduction  of 
the  number  of  members  without  accompanying 
measures  of  local  government  with  muon  doubt. 
If  we  could  reorganize  in  the  different  parts 
of  the  country  strong  local  governing  powers, 
that  would  keep  this  House  in  check ;  if  we 
could  effect  this  great  reform,  with  those  local 
powers  of  government  so  organized  that  they 
should  elect  the  members  of  another  place, 
who  would  then  be  the  guardians  of  local  in- 
terests, the  guardians  of  the  liberties  of  the 
people,  instead  of  being  merely,  as  now,  the 
nominees  of  the  honourable  gentlemen  who  sit 
upon  those  benches,  their  position  would  be 
higher,  much  higher,  than  it  is,  and  one  of 
great  influence  and  respect  throughout  New 
Zealand.  That  is  a  vision  which  sometimes 
comes  across  my  mind.  I  see  powerful  local 
Governments  depending  entirely  upon  them- 
selves, managing  their  own  railways,  receiving 
their  own  revenues,  and  coming  no  longer  as 
beggars  for  the  crumbs  that  may  fall  from  tho 
General  Government  table.  I  see  these  local 
bodies  electing  to  another  place  tho  honour- 
able gentlemen  who  would  then  be  the  guar- 
dians of  their  interests  and  of  the  interests  of 
the  people.  I  see,  in  fact,  the  Government  or- 
ganized on  a  democratic  basis ;  and  I  see  this 
House  full  of  life  and  energy,  a  dem.ocratio 
Parliament  representing  the  whole  people,  and 
not  a  fashionable  club,  as  it  must  be  if  this 
reactionary  policy  which  is  being  pursued  is 
carried  out  to  the  full  extent.  Therefore,  while 
I  shall  vote  for  the  second  reading  of  this  Bill, 
yet,  when  the  motion  is  made  that  you,  Sir, 
leave  the  chair  for  the  purpose  of  going  into 
Committee  on  the  Bill,  I  shall  be  prepared  to 
support  an  amendment  that  we  proceed  no 
further  with  this  Bill  until  the  Government 
has  taken  the  sting  out  of  it,  the  danger  out  of 
it,  by  bringing  down  some  measure  for  esta- 
blishing an  effective  and  simple  system  of  local 
self-government  in  the  country.  That  is  the 
amendment  I  should  like  to  see  properly  moved, 
and  I  believe  it  would  receive  a  very  largo  sup- 
port in  this  House.  It  would  prevent  tho  Bill 
from  going  any  further  than  tho  second  read- 
ing, thus  affirming  the  principle  of  reduction, 
but  giving  with  it  tho  local  government  without 
which  it  may  prove  a  serious  danger,  and  seri- 
ously affect  the  power  and,  in  that  sense,  the 
rights  and  liberties  of  the  people. 
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Mr.  TAIWHANGA.— I  oannot  make  out  why 
the  honourable  gentleman  wishes  to  abolish 
the  Maori  members.  But,  if  they  want  to 
abolish  the  Maoris,  they  do  not  want  to  abolish 
ttieir  land ;  they  want  to  pass  an  Act  to  deal 
with  their  lands.  I  am  willing  that  the  Maoris 
shall  be  turned  oat  of  the  House  provided  the 
Government  will  agree  to  pass  my  Bills.  If 
my  Bills  become  law — my  Maori  Land  Bill  and 
my  Bill  to  repeal  all  the  Native  Land  Court 
Acts,  and  give  us  the  management  of  our  own 
lands — I  am  willing  that  the  Maoris  should 
leave  this  House.  I  think  we  are  old  enough 
now  to  look  after  ourselves  independently  of 
the  white  people.  I  should  like  to  see  fair-play 
between  the  two  races.  If  they  do  not  want 
any  of  us  in  the  House  we  are  quite  willing 
to  have  a  CJonncil  of  our  own.  I  say  that  the 
Maoris  should  be  allowed  to  administer  their 
own  affairs.  I  think  I  have  the  majority  of  the 
Maori  people  at  my  back  when  I  say  we  do 
not  want  to  "  chum  "  with  the  English  at  all, 
because  we  have  no  chance  even  in  any  Court 
of  law,  and  we  have  no  chance  in  this  House 
here.  Here  we  are  four  Maori  members 
against  ninety-one  Englishmen.  If  ninety-one 
oxen  pull  against  four  oxen,  what  are  the  four 
oxen  to  do  ?  Of  course,  whatever  we  say  it  is 
of  no  good,  because  there  are  only  four  of  us ; 
for,  of  course,  ninety-one  can  beat  four. 

Mr.  GUINNESS.— I  think  that  at  this  late 
hour  of  the  night,  the  Premier  having  obtained 
the  expression  of  the  opinion  of  a  large  num- 
ber of  honourable  members,  he  ought  to  be 
satisfied  without  carrying  the  Bill  any  further. 
The  reason  that  has  been  given  why  the  Bill 
should  be  read  a  second  time  at  this  sitting  is, 
that  honourable  members  are  not  likely  to 
keep  their  pledge  if  the  matter  is  left  over  to 
another  session.  I  move  the  adjournment  of 
the  debate,  so  that  it  can  come  up  again  this 
session.  I  hope  the  motion  will  be  agreed  to. 
I  have  ainays  opposed  the  reduction  of  mem- 
bers, and  I  think  there  are  plenty  of  Bills  on  the 
Order  Paper  of  much  greater  importance  than 
this.  Bills  that  can  be  given  practical  eSect  to, 
and  which  will  be  of  benefit;  while,  if  we  pass 
this  one,  it  will  be  of  no  benefit  to  any  one  for 
the  next  two  or  three  years.  I  fail  to  see  why 
the  time  of  the  House,  which  is  very  limited 
indeed,  is  being  taken  up  in  trying  to  place  on 
the  Statute  Book  a  measure  which  is  bound  to 
meet  with  the  strongest  opposition,  and  which 
it  will  take  several  days  to  pass,  if  it  is  passed 
at  all.  I  say,  for  these  reasons,  the  Premier 
ought  to  be  satisfied  now,  having  had  the  ex- 
pression of  opinion  of  a  large  majority  of  the 
House  clearly  in  favour  of  the  principle  of  the 
measure,  to  consent  to  the  adjournment  of  the 
debate.  I  move,  That  the  debate  be  now  ad- 
journed; and  I  hope  the  Premier  will  consent. 

Major  ATKINSON.— Of  course  the  Govern- 
ment is  powerless  in  the  hands  of  honourable 
gentlemen  if  they  mean  to  be  rebellious  ;  but  I 
shall  ask  my  friends  to  see  the  Bill  through 
before  we  rise,  and  I  need  say  no  more  than 
that  I  cannot  consent,  under  the  circumstances, 
to  any  adjournment. 

Mr.  FISH.— Then  the  honourable  gentleman 


really  means  to  tell  this  House  that  he  intends 
to  check  anything  in  the  shape  of  free  debate. 
I  am  one  of  those  members  of  the  House  who 
have  not  spoken  on  this  Bill,  and  he  tells  us 
that  he  intends  to  keep  us  here  until  he  pasaea 
the  measure.  If  that  is  his  intention,  he  will 
not  gain  anything  by  it,  because  another  debate 
will  be  raised  on  the  committal  of  the  BilL 
The  honourable  gentleman  is  clever,  and  some- 
times too  clever,  and  no  doubt  he  will  find  him- 
self  so  in  this  instance.  He  desires  to  save 
time,  and  has  taken  on  this  occasion,  as  be 
has  done  on  every  occasion,  an  opportunity  of 
prolonging  the  debate,  and  inciting  honourable 
gentlemen  to  an  opposition  that  would  not 
otherwise  occur.  He  is  said  to  be  a  tactician  ; 
but,  in  my  opinion,  he  is  about  the  worst  tac- 
tician to  guide  a  Bill  safely  through  the  House 
that  I  have  ever  seen.  I  understand  that  we 
are  not  at  liberty  to  discuss  the  main  question. 
Honourable  members  will  bo  aware  that  in 
moving  the  adjournment  of  the  House  to-nigfat 
I  fell  into  a  mistake,  not  knowing  that  I  could 
not  debate  the  question.  I  thought  I  might  be 
able  to  speak  on  the  adjournment ;  but  I  shall 
take  an  opportunity  to  raise  a  debate  again  on 
the  committal  of  the  Bill,  and  I  think  the 
honourable  gentleman  will  find  that  his  very 
clever  tactics  will  not  be  successful.  The 
honourable  gentleman  prevented  the  amend- 
ment moved  by  the  honourable  member  for 
Kumara  from  being  withdrawn,  with  the  idea 
and  view  of  burking  debate.  I,  for  one,  am  not 
going  to  Ira  burked  by  the  honourable  gentle- 
man, and  he  will  find  that  he  has  made  a  great 
mistake  in  adopting  the  tactics  he  has  adopted 
on  this  occasion. 

Mr.  TAYLOK. — I  must  object  to  the  tone  of 
the  honourable  gentleman.  Until  I  am  satis- 
fied of  the  contrary,  I  have  no  reason  to  believe 
that  the  Premier  of  the  colony,  when  he  makes 
a  statement,  will  not  stick  to  it.  I  cannot 
understand  the  language  of  the  honourable 
member  for  Dunedin  South.  I  am  prepared  to 
deal  honestly  and  fairly  with  the  Premier,  or 
any  other  honourable  member,  until  I  find  him 
breaking  his  word.  I  have  nothing  to  do  with 
tactics.  I  do  trust,  seeing  the  second  reading 
of  the  Bill  is  to  be  carried,  that  that  will  be 
allowed  to  be  done,  in  order  that  we  may  get 
through  the  business,  and  I  trust  that  there  will 
be  no  more  unnecessary  bandying  about  or 
disputing  the  words  of  the  Premier,  until  I  am 
satisfied  that  he  is  not  speaking  the  truth. 

Mr.  SEDDON.  —  The  position  of  affairs  is 
somewhat  unique.  I  stated  some  time  ago  that 
I  desired  to  withdraw  the  amendment,  because 
of  the  feeling  generally  amongst  honourable 
members  that  the  second  reading  of  the  Bill 
should  take  place;  and  a  number  of  honourable 
members  who  believed  that  several  alterations 
should  be  made  in  the  Bill  did  not  feel  justified 
in  voting  for  any  amendment  that  would  post- 
pone the  second  reading  of  the  Bill.  It  was  on 
those  grounds  that  I  E^ed  leave  to  withdraw 
the  amendment.  The  Premier,  of  coarse,  re- 
fused to  allow  that  to  be  withdrawn,  and  for 
this  reason :  He  feared,  and  has  just  ground 
to  fear,  that  an  amendment  dealing  with  the 
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question  of  local  government  in  preference  to 
passing  the  Representation  Bill  this  session 
vould  be  brought  forward;  and,  having  been 
'warned  of  that,  he  suddenly  became  afi'aid,  and, 
having  the  opinion  of  the  House  on  that  point, 
he  refused  to  allow  the  amendment  to  be  with- 
drawn. Now  he  refuses  to  allow  the  debate  to 
be  adjourned.  I  scarcely  think  it  is  fair.  There 
is  a  reason  given  for  the  change  of  front  by 
the  honourable  member  for  Sydenham  which 
I  disagree  with.  It  is  this:  The  honourable 
gentleman  has  been  carrying  on  negotiations 
between  the  Premier  and  himself  relative  to  the 
number  of  members.  I  have  been  given  to 
understand  that  there  have  been  some  negotia- 
tions between  the  Premier  and  the  honourable 
member  for  Sydenham,  and  that  the  Premier 
has  stated  that  the  Government 

Major  ATKINSON.— I  made  no  statement. 

An  Hon.  Membek. — Intimated. 

Major  ATKINSON.— Nor  intimated. 

Mr.  SEDDON. — I  do  not  know  what  term  to 
apply,  but  the  honourable  member  for  Syden- 
ham is  under  the  impression  that  the  Govern- 
ment will  not  object  to  increasing  the  number 
to  eighty. 

Major  ATKINSON.  — Ho  has  not  got  any- 
thing of  that  from  me. 

Mr.  SEDDON.  —  Seeing  that  a  meeting  of 
the  Cabinet  was  suddenly  called,  I  take  it  for 
granted  that  there  has  been  a  change  of  front 
since  the  debate  has  been  going  on.  Perhaps 
the  Cabinet  has  not  come  to  a  conclusion,  and 
the  Premier  is  not  read}'  to  give  the  direct 
answer  that  the  honourable  gentleman  wants. 
If  that  is  the  answer 

Major  ATKINSON.— There  has  been  no 
Cabinet  meeting. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— Of  course  I  take  the  honour- 
able gentleman's  assurance. 

An  Hon.  Member. — A  caucus. 

!Mr.  SEDDON. — My  honourable  friend  says 
there  has  been  a  caucus.  I  have  no  doubt  the 
Premier  has  consulted  with  his  colleagues  on 
the  point  raised  by  the  honourable  member  for 
Sydenham. 

Major  ATKINSON.— Not  with  one  of  them. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— The  honourable  gentleman 
ought  to  have  done  so,  because  the  honourable 
member  for  Sydenham  is  very  anxious  to  get  a 
direct  answer.  He  is  dissatisfied,  because  he 
was  led  to  believe,  rightly  or  wrongly,  that  the 
Government  is  not  going  to  stand  by  the  Bill. 

Mr.  TAYLOR.— I  rise  to  order. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— The  honourable  member  for 
Sydenham  sometimes  plays  the  port  of  the 
funny  man  of  the  House,  and  he  is  somewhat 
jealous  of  that  rSle  being  taken  from  him.  He 
told  the  House  clearly  just  now  that  he  ex- 
pected an  explanation  from  the  Premier.  I 
took  down  his  words.  He  did  not  believe  in 
the  debate  being  adjourned,  because  the  Pre- 
mier was  going  to  make  some  explanation. 
What  is  that  explanation  ? 

Mr.  TAYLOR. — If  you  will  give  way  and  not 
waste  time  the  Premier  will  tell  you. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— The  honourable  gentleman 
is  Tery  anxious  about  this  explanation ;  but 
othei  honourable  members  may  not  be.    What- 
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ever  those  negotiations  have  led  up  to,  he  is 
satisfied  with  the  answer  that  is  to  come.  If  it 
was  against  his  wish,  he  would  be  among  those 
supporting  the  motion  for  adjournment.  Why 
I  wish  the  adjournment  of  the  debate  is  that 
the  following  amendment  may  havo  fair  con- 
sideration. If  the  Premier  had  allowed  me  to 
withdraw  my  first  amendment,  I  should  have 
proposed  the  one  which  I  intend  to  move,  and 
we  could  have  hod  the  issue  on  the  second 
reading  of  the  Bill ;  but  now  there  is  nothing 
else  for  it  but  to  deal  with  it  when  the  motion 
to  go  into  Committee  comes  on.  It  means  a 
second' debate,  which  will  probably  take  up  a 
greater  time  than  if  this  amendment  were  put 
at  once.  I  will  read  the  amendment :  That 
it  is  inadvisable  that  the  Bepresentation  Bill 
proceed  further  than  its  second  reading  until 
the  establishment  of  some  simple  form  of  local 
self-government  shall  have  rendered  dependence 
on  Parliament  for  local  works  unnecessary.  It 
was  to  move  this  that  I  asked  for  the  adjourn- 
ment of  the  debate  ;  and,  if  the  Premier  had 
allowed  my  first  amendment  to  be  withdrawn, 
this  could  have  been  put  without  debate.  These 
are  my  reasons. 

Mr.  T.  THOMPSON.— I  should  be  very  sorry 
to  think  that  the  statement  is  correct — namely, 
that  tlie  Government  is  not  prepared  to  stick 
by  this  Bill.  I  feel  confident  there  is  a  general 
desire  on  the  part  of  the  constituencies  that 
there  should  be  such  a  reduction  in  the  num- 
ber of  members  as  indicated  in  the  Bill.  I 
trust  the  Government  will  not  agree  to  the 
adjournment,  but  will  press  the  Bill  on. 

Dr.  FITCHETT.— I  desire  to  say  the  same. 
I  see  no  reason  or  force  in  the  motion  for  ad- 
journment. It  is  manifest  that  the  country 
has  spoken  with  no  uncertain  sound  for  reduc- 
tion, and  it  is  also  manifest  that  a  majority 
in  the  House  are  determined  to  have  it.  I 
would  say,  also,  that,  putting  it  on  the  low 
grounds  of  party  judgment,  if  on  no  others,  it  is 
inadvisable  for  those  moving  the  amendment 
to  press  the  matter.  Let  us  take  the  second 
reading. 

Motion  for  adjournment  of  the  debate  nega- 
tived. • 

Mr.  Seddon's  amendment  negatived. 

Bill  read  a  second  time. 

The  House  adjourned  at  half-past  twelve 
o'clock  a.m. 


LEGISLATIVE  COUNCIL. 
Tuesday,  6th  December,  1887. 


First  Beadlngg— Third  Beading— Oovemor's  Salary 
and  Allowances  Bill  —  Municipal  Corporations 
Bill.  

The  Hon.  the  Speakeb  took  the  chair  at 
half-past  two  o'clock. 

PaiTSBS. 

FIRST  READINGS. 
Native  Land  Administration  Act  Repeal  Bill, 
NAtive  Land  Court  Bill,  Maori  Real  Estate 
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Management  Bill,  Alinistcrs'  Salaries  and  Al- 
lowances Bill,  Parliamentary  Honorarium  and 
Privileges  Bill. 

THIRD  READING. 
Oamara  Harbour  Board  Loan  Bill. 

GOVERNOR'S  SALARY  AND  ALLOW- 
ANCES BILL. 

On  the  question.  That  this  Bill  be  read  a  first 
time. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  BUCKLEY  said,— Before  you 
put  that  question.  Sir,  I  think  I  should  be 
wanting  in  my  duty  to  the  Council  if  I  were  not 
to  call  attention  to  what  appears  to  me  to  be 
an  omission  in  reference  to  this  Bill,  although, 
probably,  I  may  be  out  of  order  in  referring 
to  Bills  which  havo  just  come  from  the  other 
branch  of  the  Legislature.  It  will  be  within 
the  recollection  of  this  Council  that,  on  a  former 
occasion.  Bills  of  this  character  which  came 
from  another  branch  of  tho  Legislature  wore 
laid  aside  because  certain  provisions  of  the 
law  had  not  been  complied  with.  We  had  the 
authority,  on  thatocoasion.of  a  gentleman  who 
is  probably  inferior  to  no  other  member  of  the 
legal  profession  in  the  colony,  whose  views  on  a 
former  occasion  I  will  take  the  oppoi-tunity  of 
explaining  to  the  Council.  It  x\  as  on  the  occa- 
sion of  the  third  reading  of  the  Government 
Loans  to  Local  Bodies  Bill.  Then  the  Hon.  Sir 
Frederick  Whitaker,  to  whom  I  refer,  pointed 
out  that  the  provisions  of  the  Constitution  Act 
had  not  been  complied  with,  and  moved  that 
the  Bill  be  laid  aside.  You,  Sir,  held  that  it 
was  a  motion  which  ought  not  to  havo  been  p\it 
by  you,  and  you  laid  the  Bill  aside.  Honour- 
able members  will  perhaps  pardon  me  for  re- 
ferring to  the  very  strong  language  used  by  my 
honourable  and  learned  friend  on  the  third 
reading  of  that  Bill.  It  had  gone  through  the 
Council,  almost ;  it  had  gone  through  its  second 
Teazling,  and  hod  undergone  a  severe  test  in 
Committee.  On  tho  third  roatling  of  the  Bill 
mv  honourable  friend  said,  as  reported  in  Han- 
sard of  1880,—— 

Tho  Hon.  the  SPEAKER.— I  must  refer  tho 
honourable  member  to  Standing  Order  161, 
which  is  very  clear  on  this  point : — 

"  At  the  first  and  second  reading  of  such 
Bill,  the  title  only  shall  bo  read  by  the  Clerk. 
The  questions, '  That  this  Bill  he  now  read  the 
first  time,'  and  '  That  this  Bill  be  printed,'  are 
to  bo  decided  without  amendment  or  debate." 

The  Hon.  Jlr.  BUCKLEY.— You  will  pardon 
me.  Sir,  but  it  is  not  for  the  purposes  of  debate 
that  I  make  these  remarks.  Notwithstanding 
that  Standing  Order,  I  shall  still  call  the  atten- 
tion of  tho  Council  to  what  appears  to  me  to 
be  an  irregular  proceeding. 

The  Hon.  tho  SPEAKER.  — Then  the 
honourable  member  is  speaking  to  a  point  of 
order. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  BUCKLEY.— I  am  speaking 
to  a  point  of  order. 

An  Hon.  Me.mbeb.  —  Then,  why  did  you 
not  say  so  ? 

The  Hon.  Mr.  BUCKLEY.— JVny  one  might 
iiave  noticed,  from  t}ie  nature  of  my  remarks, 


that  I  was  referring  to  what  is  simply  a  pomt 
of  order.  I  think,  it  is  the  duty  of  every  mem- 
ber of  this  Council  to  point  out  what  he  con- 
siders an  irregularity,  and  an  infringement  of 
the  Constitution  Act,  such  as  that  to  which  I 
wish  to  call  attention.  The  Bill  I  refer  to 
came  up  by  message  from  the  other  branch  of 
the  Legislature  ;  and  I  was  about  to  point  out 
that  the  language  used  on  that  occasion  will 
fuUv  express  what  was  then  done. 

The  Hon.  Sir  P.  WHITAKER.— Was  it  on 
the  first  reading  or  on  tho  third  reading? 

The  Hon.  Sir.  BUCKLEY.— It  was  on  the 
third  reading.  But  it  does  not  make  a  bit  of 
diflcronce  whether  it  was  on  tho  first  or  the 
second  or  the  third  roaditig.  The  honourable 
gentleman  then  said, — 

"  There  is  another  portion  of  tho  subject 
which  appears  to  mo  alsoof  very  considerable 
moment,  and  that  is,  that  this  Bill  has  come 
down  from  the  House  of  Representatives,  but 
I  cannot  find  anything  on  record  which  shows 
that  these  appropriations  havo  been  recom- 
mended by  tho  Governor.  Now,  our  Constitu- 
tion Act  is  very  explicit  on  that  subject.  It  is 
prohibitory  on  the  Legislative  Council  or  the 
House  of  Representatives  to  pass  any  Bill 
where  there  is  an  appropriation  of  inoncy 
which  has  not  been  recommended  in  the  fii-st 
instance  by  tho  Governor." 

Then,  he  refers  to  the  54th  clau.<!e  of  tho 
Constitution  Act,  to  which  I  will  merely  call 
ottention.  My  honourable  friend  also  referred 
to  a  case  which  occurred  in  Adelaide,  pointnig 
out  the  section  of  tho  Constitution  Act  of  .South 
Australia.  The  .Speaker  of  the  Legislative 
Council  thero  ruled  that  it  was  a  motion  that 
could  not  bo  put.  On  that  occasion  the  Hon. 
the  Sjjcaker  soid,— 

"  I  am  of  opinion,  under  the  40th  clause  of 
the  Constitution  Act,  that  this  Council  imnnot 
proceed  with  this  Bill,  as  it  does  not  conic  with 
a  certificate  to  the  effect  that  it  has  be<^n  re- 
commended to  the  House  of  Assembly  by  His 
Excellency  the  Governor." 

I  apprehend  that  wo  have  no  such  certificate 
in  this  case.  I  do  not  know  what  took  place 
in  another  branch  of  the  Legislature,  but  my 
honourable  friend  referred  to  the  fact  that  it 
was  essentially  necessary  that  the  Bill  should 
be  laid  aside ;  and  the  Hon.  the  Speaker  said, 
"  Perhaps  tho  best  procedure  is  that  I  should 
lay  the  Bill  aside.  I  may  say  that  really  I 
could  not  myself  put  tho  question. '  I  lay  the 
Bill  aside."  I  woiild  point  out  to  yon,  Sir,  and 
the  Council  that  this  is  exactly  a  similar  case — 
it  is,  in  fact,  a  much  stronger  case  than  that  to 
which  I  have  referred  in  connection  with  tlio 
Government  Loons  to  Local  Bodies  Bill ;  and  I 
ask  your  ruling.  Sir,  as  to  whether  the  Bill 
should  go  further. 

The  Hon.  the  SPEAKER.— The  case  has 
been  put  very  clearly.  The  ordinary  rule  is, 
that  in  the  case  of  the  imposition  of  taxation 
the  Crown  has  to  recommend.  But  these  careful 
guards  are  dispensed  with  where  the  question  of 
the  Bill  concerns  not  the  imposition  of  fresh 
taxation,  but  tlie  alleviation  of  taxation  which 
exists.   .In  such  cases— that  is,  where  there  is  .to 
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be  a  relief  to  the  country — these  precautionary' 
measures  are  dispensod  with.  On  page  633  of 
the  lost  edition  of  May's  Parliamentary  Prac- 
tice it  is  said, "  It  must  always  bo  borne  in  mind 
that  the  House  con  entertain  any  motion  for 
diminishing  a  tax  or  charge  upon  the  people, 
and  Bills  are  frequently  brought  in  for  that 
purpose  without  ttic  formality  of  a  Commit- 
tee; "  and,  as  I  tliiuk  this  Bill  is  to  relieve  the 
burdens  of  the  people,  it  can  be  proceeded  with. 
Bill  re.ul  a  first  time. 

IIUNICIPAL  CORPORATIOKS  BILL. 

ADJOCBIJED  DKBATE. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  BUCKLEY  said  he  moved  the 
4uljourmncnt  of  the  second  reading  of  this  Bill 
because  he  was  under  the  impression  that  the 
Bill  had  not  been  sufficiently  considered  by  those 
bodies  which  it  purported  to  affect.  Probably 
honourable  members  would  pardon  him  if  he 
went  back  a  little  to  the  histoiy  of  Municipal 
Corporations.  So  far  as  he  was  able  to  remem- 
ber, the  first  Municipal  Corporations  Act  was 
pas.scd  in  1867.  Prior  to  that,  in  1SC5,  there 
had  becm  an  Act  passed  in  the  Provincial 
Council  of  Olago  affecting  ono  of  the  very 
questions  referred  to  in  this  Bill.  Ho  recol- 
lected the  Act  of  1SC7,  because  he  had  the 
privilege,  he  believed,  of  being  the  first  person 
ever  elected  under  that  -Aict ;  and  one  point 
which  made  the  matter  so  fresh  on  his  memory 
was  this ;  tliat  ono  of  the  principal  questions 
-which  were  then  agitating  the  Borough  of  Wel- 
hngton  was  that  the  flavor  should  be  elected 
by  the  people,  and  not  in  the  manner  in  which 
he  was  then  elected.  Under  the  .Act  of  1807 
the  Mayor  was  elected  by  tlio  Council:  in 
187o  tlic  .\ni  was  altered,  and  the  burgesses 
had  the  right  to  oloct  their  Mayor  in  the  same 
manner  as  the  Provincial  Ordinances  of  Otago 
provided.  That  remained  the  law  until  18T(i, 
when  the  past  .Acts  were  repealed,  and  the 
provision  with  reference  to  the  election  of 
Slayors  of  boroughs  was  loft  in  the  same  man- 
ner as  had  been  provided  in  the  Provincial  Or- 
dinances of  Otago  in  1865.  The  whole  of  the 
Acts  affecting  municipalities  were  consolidated 
in  1886,  and  that  Act  repealed,  he  thought, 
fifteen  Acts  of  the  General  .Assembly,  and  about 
forty  ordinances  ;  and  there,  again,  it  was  de- 
cided that  the  Mayor  should  be  elected  by  the 
burgesses.  That  being  the  state  of  the  law 
since  1.S7C,  ho  was  at  a  loss  to  understand  why 
the  honourable  gentleman  who  introduced  this 
Bill  should  have  given  no  explanation  of  the 
change,  except  that  a  Municipal  Conference 
recently  held  in  Wellington  recommended  that 
a  change  of  the  nature  of  that  proposed  in  this 
Bill  should  take  place.  He  had  not  heard 
from  persons  interested  in  the  matter  that  such 
a  change  was  desirable;  in  fact,  he  believed 
that  the  very  opposite  was  the  general  opinion, 
and  that  the  people  preferred  to  have  the 
election  of  the  Mayor  in  their  own  hands, 
rather  than  that  the  election  sliould  be  made 
by  the  members  of  the  Councils.  These  Coun- 
cils would  probably,  in  time,  see  that  every  single 
member  of  the  Council  was  elected  in  turn 
.Mayor  of  the  city.    He  thought  it  was  a  pity 


that,  at  this  time  in  the  history  of  the  colony, 
when  everything  was  done  by  the  voice  of  tho 
people.  Parliament  should  deprive  the  people 
of  the  privileges  which  they  enjoyed,  and  re- 
legate to  the  Councils  the  duty  which  was 
cast  upon  the  citizens  as  a  whole.  There  were 
some  very  serious  objections  to  this  Bill  which 
ho  proposed  to  refer  to.  If  honourable  mem- 
bers would  look  at  subsection  (11)  of  clause  2 
they  would  find  a  matter  which  he  thought  his 
honourable  friend  had  not  explained,  and 
which  required  some  explanation  before  Parlia- 
ment gave  it  the  force  of  law.  It  was  this : 
"  The  Council  may,  ui  anticipation  of  the  or- 
dinary revenue  of  the  general  account,  from 
time  to  time  borrow  money  from  tho  bank  by 
way  of  overdraft."  As  a  rule,  tho  overdraft  was 
in  the  bonk  ;  but  it  was  now  proposed  that,  when 
a  ^Municipal  Corporation  was  unable  to  pay  its 
overdraft,  it  might  borrow  money  to  pay  that 
overdraft.  That  was  the  simplest  way  of  keeping 
accounts  he  hod  ever  heard  of.  It  was  exactly 
in  the  same  position  as  a  man  who  owed 
another  man  money  aud  borrowed  the  money 
from  the  lender  in  order  to  pay  tho  money  that 
was  due.  There  must  be  something  in  that 
which  required  explanation.  As  long  as  he 
(Mr.  Buckley)  remembered,  the  Council  had  in- 
variably set  its  face  against  retrospective  legis- 
lation. If  honourable  gentlemen  would  look 
at  the  3rd  section  of  the  Bill  they  would  find 
a  piece  of  retrospective  legislation,  as  he 
thought  nolx)dy  would  deny  : — 

"  Every  Borough  Council  shall  have,  and 
shall  be  deemed  to  have  had,  from  the  date  of 
the  commencement  of  the  said  Act,  authority 
to  apply  any  part  of  the  borough  funds  for  tho 
under-mentioned  purposes,  that  is  to  say, — 

"  (1.)  In  payment  to  tho  Clerk  of  each 
Licensing  Connnittee  within  the  borongh  of 
such  sum  as  the  Council  shall  from  time  to  timo 
think  fit ;  and  in  defraying  the  necessary  law 
expenses  incurred  by  any  such  Licensing  Com- 
micteo  in  connection  with  the  admiuistration 
of  '  The  Licensing  Act,  1881 ;'  or 

"  (2.)  In  payment  of  the  cost  of  preparing 
and  passing  through  Parliament  any  Bill 
affecting  the  interests  or  property  of  the 
borough,  or  Corporation,  or  Council,  or  bur- 
gesses, or  inhabitants  tlicreof." 

Subsection  (3)  was  one  which  his  honourable 
friend  had  given  no  explanation  of,  and  it  was 
a  provision  which  he  was  quite  suro  tho  Council 
would  not  in  any  seriousness  allow  to  become 
law.    The  subsection  was  as  follows : — 

"  (3.)  In  payment  of  the  actual  travelling 
and  hotel  expenses  of  the  IMayor  or  any  Coun- 
cillors who  may  be  deputed  by  the  Council  to 
attend  at  the  seat  of  Government  on  any  Minis- 
tor  of  the  Crowni  or  on  Parliament  on  any 
business  affecting  the  interests  of  the  borough." 

He  thought  if  that  provision  were  allowed  to 
remain  there  would  be  a  very  large  infiux  of 
population  to  Wellington  from  time  to  time. 
Subsection  (4)  gave  power  to  Councils  to  givo 
aid  to  public  libraries,  et  cetera.  He  would 
now  call  the  attention  of  the  Council  to  the  4th 
clause.  Here,  again,  he  must  say,  the  Hon.  Mr. 
Stevens  hod  given  the  Council  no  explanation 
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o{  the  clause.  The  honourable  gentleman  told 
the  Council  that,  with  the  exception  of  the 
first  provision  to  which  he  referred,  the  Bill 
was  merely  a  machinery  Bill,  or  that  most  of 
the  clauses  were  machinery  clauses,  and  re- 
quired no  explanation.  Subsection  (1)  of  clause 
4  referred  to  the  retiring-allowances  to  be  paid 
to  any  officers  of  the  Corporation,  and  stated 
that  those  allowances  were  to  date  from  the 
commencement  of  "the  said  Act"— namely, 
1886.  The  ratepayers  were  to  be  burdened  with 
retiring -allowances  to  be  given  to  old  officers 
of  the  Corporation.  He  was  not  one  of  those 
to  prevent  an  old  officer  getting  any  retiring- 
allowance  which  he  was  entitled  to ;  but  the 
colony  had  objected  to  giving  pensions  in  future, 
and  it  seemed  strange  that  in  the  Municipal 
Corporations  Bill  they  should  introduce  any 
such  legislation  as  this.  He  would  call  the 
attention  of  the  Council  to  clause  6 :  not  that 
he  would  object  to  validating  the  debenture  re- 
ferred to,  but  he  thought  it  was  a  wrong  place  in 
which  to  put  such  a  provision.  He  thought  it 
should  be  inserted  in  some  Bill  having  reference 
to  the  Borough  of  Oamaru.  Probably  that 
was  a  Committee  amendment,  which  might 
be  easily  arranged  for.  There  was  another 
piece  of  special  legislation  with  regard  to 
private  streets,  and  he  wished  particularly  to 
call  the  attention  of  the  Council  to  what  ap- 
peared to  him  to  be  a  local  Bill,  and  that  was 
clause  8,  with  reference  to  streets  on  Scinde 
Island,  Napier.  The  rest  of  the  Bill  appeared 
very  tiesirable  to  be  enacted;  but  hb  thought 
the  Council  would  do  very  wisely,  having  had 
the  Bill  before  them,  seeing  the  late  period  of 
the  session,  and  seeing  that  there  was  hardly 
a  possibility  of  an  election  of  a  Mayor  taking 
place  before  next  session,  if  they  refused  to 
allow  this  Bill  to  go  any  further.  He  did 
not  wish  to  oppose  anything  that  was  good  in 
the  Bill,  but  he  thought  his  honourable  friend 
would  consult  the  best  interests  of  the  boroughs 
if  he  took  that  course.  He  would  only  say 
further  that  he  would  vote  against  the  Bill, 
but  he  would  not  make  any  motion  in  regard 
to  it. 

The  Hon.  Dr.  POLLEN  said  ho  entirely 
agreed  with  the  views  expressed  by  several 
honourable  members  in  the  Council  as  to  the 
inexpediency  of  the  change  proposed  to  be 
made  in  the  manner  of  electing  Mayors  of 
boroughs  ;  and  he  was  confirmed  in  that  view 
by  his  recollection  of  what  occurred  before  the 
last  change  was  efiected.  His  honourable 
friend  opposite  had  told  the  Council  that  the 
Act  of  1867  provided  that  the  Mayor  should  be 
-chosen  by  the  Municipal  Councils.  Between 
that  time  and  1875  it  was  observed  that  indi- 
vidual Municipal  Councils  were  constantly  en- 
deavouring, by  Bills  introduced  in  the  House 
of  Bepresentatives,  to  efiect  a  change  in  that 
direction.  None  of  the  municipalities  were  more 
persistent  in  that  object  than  Christchurch. 
In  1875  a  Bill  was  introduced  by  the  Hon.  Mr. 
B.  Richardson,  who  was  a  member  of  the 
Ministry  of  which  he  (Dr.  Pollen)  was  also  a 
member,  providing  that  the  proposed  change 
should  be  made  with  respect  to  the  Borough  of 
Son.  Mr.  Buckley 


Christchurch.  In  view  of  the  very  wide  expres- 
sion of  opinion  which  was  known  to  have  been 
made  with  respect  to  the  advisability  of  the 
change,  it  was  determined  by  the  Government 
that  the  operation  of  the  law  should  be  made 
general ;  and  in  1875  he  (Dr.  Pollen),  being  then 
a  member  of  the  Ministry,  introduced  a  general 
Bill  in  the  Council.  He  did  not  know  what 
was  the  status  of  the  Convention  which  had 
recently  been  sitting  in  Wellington  represent- 
ing the  municipalities  of  the  colony.  He  did 
not  know  whether  they  were  delegates  of  the 
municipal  bodies  themselves,  or  whether  they 
appeared  as  representatives  of  the  ratepayers 
of  the  cities.  He  was  quite  sure,  looking  at 
past  experience,  that  the  views  of  the  Councila 
themselves  on  the  particular  point  under  con- 
sideration difiered  from  the  views  of  the  rate- 
payers generally.  In  the  absence  of  any  more 
complete  information  than  the  Council  had  on 
the  subject,  it  would  not  be  prudent  to  mak& 
such  a  change  now  as  they  were  invited  to 
make.  There  were  concessions  to  what  he 
called  democratic  principles  which  were  not  to 
be  retraced  ;  this  was  the  power  of  electing 
executive  officers,  which,  whether  it  was  good 
or  bad  in  principle,  would  not  be  readily  yielded 
up  by  those  who  had  been  enabled  to  exercise 
it.  He  was  not  sure  that  it  would  be  desirable, 
as  a  matter  of  administration,  that  this  should 
be  altered  at  present.  He  was  not  sure  that  it 
was  not  desirable  that  iu  the  different  Munici- 
pal Councils  not  a  section  of  the  ratepayers- 
but  the  whole  of  them  should  be  represented — 
that  not  purely  local  interests  but  the  interests- 
of  the  municipality  as  a  whole  should  have  a 
voice  in  the  determination  of  questions  affect- 
ing the  municipality  as  a  whole.  He  looked 
on  an  elected  Mayor  as  representing  the  whole 
of  the  ratepayers  and  tlie  general  interests  of 
the  city ;  that,  in  fact,  he  served  the  purpose  of 
what  one  might  call  a  "  second  Chamber."  It 
was  a  check  upon  hasty  legislation ;  it  was  to  be 
hoped  that  it  was  also  a  check  upon  the  growth 
of  jobbery  and  corruption,  which  was  not  an 
uncommon  excrescence  upon  local  bodies  of 
that  kind.  He  hoped,  therefore,  if  the  Bill  waa 
allowed  to  go  into  Committee,  that  that  portion 
of  it,  at  least,  would  not  be  allowed  to  become 
law.  As  for  the  rest  of  the  Bill,  he  thought  it 
desirable  that  some  of  the  changes  should  be 
made  ;  and  he  thought  that  some  of  the  objec- 
tions to  the  changes  proposed  were  Committee- 
objections  that  could  very  well  be  disposed  of. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  WATERHOUSE  agreed  with, 
the  Hon.  Mr.  Buckley  and  the  Hon.  Dr.  PoUea 
that  it  was  scarcely  expedient  during  the  pre- 
sent session  to  proceed  with  such  on  impor- 
tant alteration  as  was  proposed  in  the  first 
part  of  the  Bill.  He  thought  that  if  honour- 
able members  took  the  matter  up  seriously 
they  would  find  that  it  would  lead  to  great 
discussions  in  both  Houses  of  Parliament,  and 
perhaps  the  fate  of  the  Bill  itself  would  be 
jeopa^ised.  There  were  doubtless  some  pro- 
visions in  the  measure  which  it  was  desirable 
should  be  passed,  but  he  doubted  the  desirable- 
ness of  the  change  proposed  to  be  made  in  the 
mode  of  election  of  Mayors.    He  remembered 
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the  circumstances  preceding  the  establishment 
of  the  last  change.  He  noticed  that  at  that 
time  there  was  a  good  deal  of  dissatisfaction 
in  the  working  of  the  Corporations,  and  that 
there  were  such  things  as  Corporation  rings 
known.  Persons  were  well  aware  that  unless 
they  were  acting  with  a  certain  municipal 
ring  it  was  impossible  to  get  anything  they 
desired  advanced;  while  if  they  were  acting 
in  concert  with  that  ring  everything  was  made 
smooth  for  them.  The  discontent  with  that 
state  of  things  was  very  wide  indeed,  and 
it  was  expressed  in  the  Legislative  Council 
by  the  Hon.  Mr.  Holmes ;  and,  unless  his 
memory  misled  him,  it  was  at  that  honourable 
gentleman's  suggestion  that  the  Bill  was  made 
general  in  its  operation,  so  as  to  apply  to  all  the 
municipalities  in  the  colony.  The  result  of 
that  change  was  to  put  down,  at  any  rate,  these 
municipal  rings.  Thoy  had  heard  no  more  of 
these  rings  since  that  change  was  established. 
He  did  not  know  that  there  had  not  been  some 
counterbalancing  disadvantages.  Hewas  rather 
inclined  to  think  the  fact  hod  been  that  per- 
sons, recognising  that  the  highest  civil  honour 
was  no  longer  in  the  gift  of  the  Corporation,  did 
not  offer  themselves  for  election  as  Municipal 
Councillors,  and  therefore  one  effect  was  to 
lower  the  status  of  Municipal  Councils.  But, 
on  the  whole,  the  two  bodies  had,  as  had  been 
indicated  by  the  Hon.  Dr.  Pollen,  acted  more 
or  less  sis  a  check  on  each  other — the  Corpora- 
tion watched  the  Mayor  and  the  Mayor  watched 
the  Corporation  ;  and  it  was  almost  impos- 
sible, he  thought,  for  anything  like  the  system 
which  had  prevailed  prior  to  the  change  to  be 
agam  established.  One  thing  was  clear,  that 
the  matter  had  been  brought  forward  rather 
suddenly ;  and  no  evil  could  possibly  arise 
from  its  being  held  over  for  public  con- 
^deration  until  next  session  of  Parliament. 
He  was  inclined  tc  think  that  there  was  a 
public  feeling  in  favour  of  the  alteration,  other- 
wise it  could  scarcely  have  been  recommended 
by  the  last  MunicipoJ  Conference.  The  change 
was  supported  by  Mayors  who  were  themselves 
elected  by  tlio  burgesses.  If  the  change  had 
not  been  approved  of  by  the  burgesses  gene- 
rally, he  thought  that  the  Ma^'ors  who  had 
generally  supported  the  alteration  now  pro- 
posed would  scarcely  be  found  advocating  the 
change.  With  regai'd  to  the  other  matters  in 
the  Bill,  there  were  several  deserving  of  a  good 
deal  of  consideration.  However,  they  were  all 
matters  of  detail,  and  he  would  reserve  his 
views  in  regard  to  them  until  the  Bill  was  in 
Committee.  He  thought,  however,  it  was  very 
desirable,  as  regarded  the  first  portion  of  the 
Bill,  that  the  honourable  gentleman  should 
not   press   that   on.    Ho  thought  it  was  the 

feneral  desire  of  the  Council  that  it  should  not 
e  proceeded  with  this  session.  He  would  keep 
his  own  action  free  in  the  matter,  for  he  was 
very  doubtful  what  course  it  would  be  best  to 
adopt  under  the  circumstances,  and  he  would 
like  further  time  to  mature  his  views. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  MANTELL  thought  that  the 
honourable  gentlemen  who  had  spoken  had  not 
Adverted  sufficiently  to  the  highly-retiospective 


proposals  contained  in  clauses  3,  4,  5,  6,  and  in 
subnection  (2)  of  clause  7.  Subsection  (3)  i>ro- 
posed  to  condone  a  variety  of  irregularities, 

Serhaps  wisely,  but  members  of  the  Council 
ad  no  time  to  ascertain  whether  wisely  or 
not;  and  therefore  he  thought  they  ought  not  to 
entertain  the  proposal.  Clause  4  was  another 
section  which  proposed  that  its  provisions 
should  be  deemed  to  have  been  in  force  since 
the  commencement  of  "  the  said  Act,"  which 
was  the  previous  Act.  Subsection  (5)  authorised 
the  payment  of  unauthorised  expenses  in  re- 
spect to  the  Jubilee  expenditure.  Subsection 
(6)  was  intended  to  whitewash  the  Borough  of 
Oamaru,  apparently,  to  a  certain  extent ;  and 
then,  again,  this  objectionable  phrase  occurred : 
"It  is  now  hereby  declared  that  the  above- 
dated  debenture  shall  be  deemed  to  be  and  to 
have  been  valid  from  the  date  of  the  issue 
thereof."  That  phrase  constantly  occurred 
throughout  these  clauses.  Section  7  provided 
something  with  regard  to  streets  which  he 
really  had  not  had  time  to  look  into.  It 
provided  that  the  streets  referred  to  therein 
should  be  deemed  to  have  been  lawfully  made. 
Section  8,  as  had  been  already  stated,  was 
really  a  local  Bill,  with  regard  to  which  tho 
Council  ought  to  have  more  particular  infor- 
mation. The  attention  of  the  people  affected 
by  this  clause  ought  to  be  called  to  it  by  its 
appearing  in  the  form  of  a  local  Bill,  with  the 
necessary  notices.  He  thought  if  the  Bill  were 
taken  from  clause  9 — he  was  speaking  on 
hurriedly  glancing  through  it— it  might  be  of 
such  a  nature  that  it  might  be  well  to  proceed 
with  it ;  as  for  the  other  clauses,  they  were  all 
more  or  less  objectionable.  As  to  the  proposed 
alteration  in  the  mode  of  election  of  Mayors,  he 
distinctly  remembered  the  state  of  affairs  which 
tho  change  was  intended  to  put  an  end  to.  He 
had  hoped  it  was  put  an  end  to.  There  might 
be  those  who  wished  to  recur  to  that  state  of 
affairs,  and  it  was  in  their  interests  Parliament 
was  asked  to  make  the  alteration ;  but  in  the 
interests  of  the  public  and  the  ratepayers  the 
Council  ought  to  keep  tho  law  as  it  stood. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  STEVENS  said  the  Hon.  Mr. 
Buckley  was  mistaken  in  supposing  that  he 
and  described  the  greater  portion  of  this  Bill  as 
mere  machinery.  That  portion  of  the  Bill  to 
which  he  referred  as  mere  machinery  related 
to  the  audit  clauses.  Ho  was  quite  aware  that 
there  would  bo  more  or  less  difference  of  opin- 
ion in  regard  to  the  method  of  electing  the 
Mayors  of  boroughs.  The  remarks  which  had 
been  made  by  his  honourable  friend  Dr.  Pollen 
in  regard  to  the  Conference,  and  his  doubt- 
ing the  status  of  those  who  attended  the  Con- 
ference, were,  he  thought,  not  to  be  accepted. 
Ho  believed  that  the  views  expressed  were 
growing  views  in  the  country.  The  present  sys- 
tem was  not  adopted  in  tho  county  system. 
It  was  peculiar  altogether  to  the  election  of 
Mayors  of  boroughs.  He  believed  that,  if  tho 
time  was  not  altogether  ripe  for  the  acceptance 
of  the  proposed  change,  it  would  not  be  very 
long  before  it  met  with  general  acceptance. 
Without  spending  too  much  time  in  arguing 
the  question,   he  would  simply  say  that  ha. 
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looked  upon  mtmy  elections  as  a  very  great 
evil.  The  country  was,  so  to  speak,  smothered 
in  elections.  Here  was  one  which,  he  thoaght, 
was  no  protection  whatever .  to  the  public, 
as  was  supposed  in  some  quarters,  which  en- 
tailed considerable  expense,  which  disturbed 
the  public  mind,  and  took  people  away  from 
their  employment.  He  was  not  aware  whether 
it  was  generally  known  that  in  these  elections 
thev  failed  to  comply  with  the  principles  which 
regulated  the  election  of  members  of  the  House 
of  Representatives.  In  elections  of  members 
of  the  House  of  Hopresentatives  there  were  cer- 
tain safeguards  which  were  utterly  uncomplied 
witli  in  the  election  of  Mayors.  The  mayoral 
elections  were  governed  by  the  Regulation  of 
lx)cal  Elections  Act,  which  was  certainly  far 
less  stringent  than  the  system  of  elections  that 
prevailed  for  the  representative  Chamber  of 
Parliament.  Of  course  he  was  quite  aivare 
that  that  might  be  cured,  if  it  were  thought 
desirable,  by  applying  similar  safeguards  to  the 
municipal  elections.  He  did  not  propose  to 
take  any  action  in  the  way  of  moving  that  the 
claus'e  be  struck  out  when  the  Bill  was  in  Com- 
mittee. Ho  would  far  rather  leave  the  matter 
for  the  Council  to  decide  for  itself.  There  were 
some  criticisms  on  other  clauses  of  the  Bill. 
The  Hon.  Mr.  Buckley  had  attacked  clause  .S, 
and  he  had  pointed  out,  as  other  honourable 
members  also  had  pointed  out,  that  it  autho- 
rised certain  payments  which  were  not  allowed 
by  the  Auditor.  The  matter  was  very  trifling, 
and  he  would  have  explained  it  in  moWng  the 
second  reading  of  the  Bill,  but  did  not  wish  to 
take  up  the  time  of  the  Council  in  doing  so. 
In  reference  to  subsection  (1)  of  clause  3,  al- 
though it  was  necessary  to  appoint  a  Returning 
Officer  to  conduct  the  proceedings  in  connec- 
tion with  the  election  of  a  Licensing  Com- 
mittee, and  the  whole  of  the  revenue  went  to 
tho  Corporations,  it  was  not  in  the  power  of  the 
Auditor  to  allow  auy  fee  to  be  paid ;  and  it 
must  bo  clear  to  every  one  that  such  a  state 
of  things  was  not  fair,  or  satisfactory  in  any 
way.  These  payments  had  been  made,  and  it 
was  desirable  to  obtain  for  tho  past  year  the 
power  to  authorise  the  payments,  and  to  autho- 
rise them  for  the  future.  He  could  hardly  con- 
ceive it  possible  that  any  objection  could  be 
offered  to  such  a  reasonable  provision  as  that 
tliose  who  received  the  whole  of  tho  revenue 
should  be  asked  to  pay  tho  necessary  ex- 
penses in  connection  with  the  administration 
of  the  Licensing  Act.  Then,  subsection  (2) 
of  clause  3  was  not  objected  to ;  so  that  he 
need  not  refer  to  it.  In  regard  to  subsection 
(8)  of  this  clause,  which  provided  for  the  pay- 
ment of  the  travelling  and  hotel  expenses  of 
Iklayors  and  Councillors  attending  in  Welling- 
ton, white  Parliament  was  sitting,  on  business 
aSocting  the  interests  of  their  boroughs,  he 
thought  the  idea  that  there  would  be  a  crowd 
of  Councillors  in  Wellington,  and  that  the  ex- 

Senses  would  bo  great,  was  imaginary.   He  had 
sen  in  Wellington  during  many  sessions,  but 
hod  never,  seen  the  immense  crowds  which  it 
was  supposed  would  invade  the  city  on  such  an 
occasion.    At  the  same  time  it  was  a  reasonable 
Hon.  Mr.  Steretu 


thing  that  Councillors  whoso  services  might  be  of 
value  in  the  preparation  or  conduct  of  any  Bill 
before  Parliament  should  be  free  of  any  expense, 
and  they  should  be  reimbursed.  The  some  re- 
marks would  apply  to  the  objections  which  had 
been  raised  to  clause  4,  which  provided  for  re- 
tiring-allowances and  the  relief  of  sufferers  by 
accidents.  It  would  bo  a  harsh  thing  to  refuse 
to  grant  such  retiring-allowances,  or  a  compas- 
sionate allowance  to  the  widow  or  family  of  any 
officer  who  died  while  in  the  service  of  a  Cor- 
poration. These  allowances  would  be  a  recog- 
nition of  their  services,  and  would  possibly 
preserve  theirfamilies  from  penury.  He  hoped 
tlio  Council  would  not  take  anj-  harsh  view,  but 
would  agree  to  this  provision.  With  r<'gard  to 
the  6th  clause,  which  validated  the  Oamam 
Corporation  debenture  for  £5,000,  it  had  been 
said  they  were  whitewashing  the  Oamaru  Cor- 
poration ;  but  he  would  point  out  that  the  clause 
was  simply  to  cure  a  technical  defect.  With 
respect  to  clause  8,  which  contained  special 
provisions  as  to  streets  on  Scinde  Island,  in 
Napier,  he  would  explain  the  circumstances  of 
that  in  Committee,  when  he  had  no  doubt  the 
Council  would  be  satisfied  that  it  was  a  reason- 
able clause.  These  were  mainly  all  the  objec- 
tions which  had  been  raised  to  tlic  Bill.  He 
trusted  the  Hon.  Mr.  Buckley  would  not  con- 
tinue in  his  opinion  that  this  Bill  should  bo 
abandoned  this  session.  It  contained  powers 
in  regard  to  electric  lighting  which,  he  ventured 
to  think,  would  be  a  very  great  boon  to  the 
colony,  and  of  great  assistance  to  boroughs. 
He  might  say  that  the  provisions  in  rcfcrcnco 
to  audit  and  the  keeping  of  accounts  were  in- 
dispensable if  the  audit  was  to  be  satisfactory, 
and  this  would  only  be  in  accordance  with  the 
ofton  -  expressed  views  of  honourable  gentle- 
men at  other  times.  He  hoped  honourable 
gentlemen  would  allow  him  to  take  this  Bill 
into  Committee,  and  they  would  see  what 
honourable  members  had  to  say  about  the 
clauses  on  their  merits. 
Bill  read  a  second  time. 

The  Council  adjourned  at  ten  minutes  to 
four  o'clock  p.m. 


HOUSE    OF    EEPEESENTATIYES. 
Tuesday,  6th  December,  ltiS7. 

Mr.  Brown  —  Military  Train!  u8-«ohools—norougb 
Couucil  Eudowmenta— Chinese— Hokitikft  H&r- 
l>our-^YOTkB  —  Market  Eail  way-tickets— .\cl  iouru- 
luout— Order  of  Business— Koitreseutation  Bill. 

Mr.  Spkaker  took  the  chair  at  half-past  two 
o'clock. 

PlUVEBS. 

MR.  BROWN. 
Mr.  PYKE — in  moving.  That  leave  of  absenca 
be  granted  to  Mr.  Brown  for  the  remainder  of 
the  session,  on  urgent  private  business — said 
that  Mr.  Brown  hod  been  prevented  from  com- 
ing out  in  consequence  of  the  illness  of  his 
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mother,  and  would  have  been  here  by  the  last 
Bteanier  bat  for  that  circumstance. 

Major  ATKINSOit.  — Sir,  I  have  no  wish 
directly  to  oppose  this  motion,  but  it  does  seem 
to  mc  that  the  House  should  have  had  some 
fuller  information  given  by  tlie  honourable 
gentleman  asking  for  this  leave.  It  is  a  very 
extraordinary  thing  for  a  member  to  absent 
himself  for  a  whole  session  from  his  duties  in 
this  House.  I  doubt,  myself,  whether  it  is 
not  the  duty  of  tho  House,  under  these  cir- 
cumstances, to  leave  it  to  tho  constituency  to 
determine  whether  they  desire  to  have  a  mem- 
ber who  absents  himself  for  that  period,  for 
some  private  business— although,  in  this  case, 
of  a  semi-private  nature,  but  still  private  busi- 
ness ;  wiielhcr  we  are  justified  in  taking  away 
the  right  of  constituencies,  which  \»,  as  given 
by  the  Standing  Ordci's,  that,  if  a  member 
neglects  his  duties  for  the  whole  session,  the 
member  shall  forfeit  his  seat. 

An  Hon.  Mesibeh. — Two  sessions. 

Major  ATKIN.SON. — No,  one  session. 

An  Hon.  Member. — He  was  not  here  last 
session  either. 

Major  ATKINSON.— He  was  not  here  last 
sossiuu  either :  but  that  does  not  make  any 
difference.  I  say  it  is  a  matter  for  considera- 
tion whether  we  are  justified  in  depriving  the 
constituency  of  their  right  to  reconsider  their 
decision.  I  am  not  prepared  to  advise  the 
House  under  all  the  circumstances,  but  I  think 
we  should  not  allow  such  a  matter  to  pass  by 
in  silence  without,  at  any  rate,  having  it  on 
record  that  the  matter  had  been  brought  under 
the  notice  of  the  House. 

Sir  J.  VOGEL. — I  rise  to  a  point  of  order.  I 
wish  to  raise  the  question  as  to  whether  it  is 
competent  to  put  this  question  at  all.  Earlier 
in  the  session,  yon  may  recollect.  Sir,  I  referred 
the  matter  to  you,  and  you  told  mc  that  in  your 
opinion  it  was  not  competent  to  give  a  member 
leave  of  absence  until  he  hod  been  sworn  in 
and  had  taken  his  seat.  It  is  a  very  important 
question,  and  one  which  we  should  not  bo 
hurriedly  rushed  to  a  conclusion  about.  I 
may  point  out  that  instances  of  difficulty  might 
occur  if  we  passed  a  resolution  of  tiiis  kind, 
which  would  be  contrary  to  previous  practice 
elsewhere.  Tho  most  recent  case  in  the  Im- 
perial Parliament  is  that  of  Mr.  Bradlaugh,  who 
was  not  allowed  during  the  whole  Parliament 
to  take  his  seat  or  be  sworn  in ;  yet  it  was  never 
considered  necessary  to  ask  for  leave  of  absence 
for  him.  Similarly,  the  late  Baron  Hothschild 
was  not  allowed,  for  two  Parliaments,  to  take 
his  scat ;  and  there  have  been  other  cases  of  the 
same  kind.  It  appears  to  me  that  imtil  a 
member  has  been  sworn  in  and  has  taken  bis 
seat  it  is  not  right  to  give  him  leave  of  absence, 
for  he  has  not  come  before  us  as  a  member. 
That  was  your  opinion.  Sir,  earlier  in  the 
session,  and  had  it  been  otherwise  I  should 
have  moved  for  leave  of  absence,  if  it  had  been 
necessary,  for  Mr.  Brown,  but  you  informed 
me  that  it  was  not  necessary  to  ask  for  leave. 
I  submit  that,  on  that  accoont,  the  motion 
should  not  be  pnt. 

Mr.  SP£AIU1B.— My  impression  at  first  was 


that  Mr.  Brown  was  not  a  member  until  he 
had  been  sworn  in ;  but  Mr.  Brown  wrote  to  me 
a  few  weeks  ago,  and  I  have  looked  at  the 
matter  more  closely  .since,  and  it  appears  to 
me  that  the  Constitution  Act  does  really  re- 
cognise any  one  in  Mr.  Brown's  position  as  a 
member,  because  this  is  tho  language  used  in 
the  Constitution  Ac'  in  reference  to  swearing 
in  a  member:  "  No  i:iembcr  of  the  said  Legis- 
lative Council  or  House  of  Representatives 
shall  bo  permitted  to  sit  or  vote  therein  until 
he  shall  have  taken  and  subscribed  the  oath." 
From  this  I  infer  that  Mr.  Brown  is  entitled  to 
all  the  privileges  of  a  member  except  those  of 
sitting  and  voting.  I  say,  then,  that  on  looking 
more  closely  into  the  law  it  appears  to  me 
tliat  it  does  recognise  any  one  declared  duly 
elected  as  a  member,  oven  though  he  has  not 
taken  the  oath;  and,  bearing  that  in  mind, 
and  knowing  the  honourable  gentleman  hod 
been  declared  duly  elected,  I  thought,  when 
I  was  consulted  yesterday  by  the  honourabla 
member  for  the  Dunstan  on  the  subject,  that 
he  would  bo  in  order  in  making  this  motion  for 
granting  leave  of  absence,  especially  as  I  feel 
sure  Mr.  Brown's  non-attendance  here  during 
tho  session  will  inevitably  forfeit  his  seat  unless 
the  House  grants  him  leave  of  absence.  As 
regards  the  case  of  Baron  Rothschild,  who  was 
for  some  ten  years  a  member  of  the  House  of 
Commons  witliout  taking  the  oaths,  ho  was  so 
far  recognised  as  a  member  that  lio  was  ap- 
pointed a  member  of  a  Committee  for  drawing 
up  reasons  for  disagreeing  with  tho  Lords' 
amendments  to  the  Oaths  Bill,  and  was  one  of 
the  Slanagcrs  at  a  Conference  on  the  subject. 
I  might  be  allowed  to  read  a  few  lines  from  Mr. 
Brown's  letter  to  me,  showing  that  ho  was  very 
earnestly  desiro\i.s  of  being  here.  Writing  on 
the  7th  October,  he  says, — 

"  I  had  arranged  to  leave  here  by  tho  last 
Fr'isco  mail ;  my  passage  was  taken  out  and 
my  luggage  on  board  the  steamer  at  Liver- 
pool, when  I  received  word  that  my  mother 
was  seriously  ill.  She  is  eighty-seven  years 
old,  and,  as  I  had  not  seen  her  for  thirty-six 
years  until  I  arrived  here  in  April  last,  and  may 
never  see  her  again,  I  thought  it  my  duty  to 

remain  till  next  Fr'isco  mail As 

you  are  aware,  I  have  been  re-elected  for  Tuo- 
j}cka,  and  I  am  very  anxious  to  be  present  to 
take  my  seat  before  the  session  is  over.  If  I 
cannot  arrive  in  time  my  position,  I  hope,  will 
in  nowise  be  affected.  Sly  election  received 
my  approval ;  and  I  would  be  in  Wellington 
before  the  arrival  of  this  letter  except  for  the 
reasons  stated." 

Sir  J.  VOGEL. — I  must  say,  with  all  respect 
and  deference  to  you.  Sir,  that  the  clause  you 
have  read  does  not,  in  my  opinion,  so  alter  the 
great  principle  which  is  at  stake  that  wo  sliould 
hurriedly  arrive  at  a,  conclusion  ;  and  I  should 
like.  Sir,  if  you  have  no  objection,  to  move  the 
adjournment  of  the  debate,  so  that  you  might 
give  the  matter  further  consideration.  The 
word  "  member  "  is  used  somewhat  loosely  in 
that  clause.  It  is  clear  that  under  it  a  member 
has  no  right  to  exercise  his  functions  until  ho 
has  been  sworn  in  and  has  taken  his  seat.    If  we 
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assume  the  power  of  giving  or  refusing  leave  of 
absence  before  a.  member  has  been  sworn  in, 
we  virtually  treat  him  as  a  member,  and  we 
may  stop  ourselves  in  the  future,  in  a  possible 
contingency  that  might  arise,  from  preventing 
a  member  taking  his  scat,  even  though  he  hod 
not  been  sworn  in.  It  appears  to  mo  that  the 
use  of  the  word  "  member  "  is  perhaps  rather 
loose.  It  might  be  "  the  member  designate,"  or 
"the  member  elected  by  a  constituency;"  bat 
until  he  has  token  the  oath  and  his  scat  he  is 
not  subject  to  the  rules  as  to  being  granted  or 
refused  leave  of  absence.  If  we  have  the  right  to 
give  or  refuseleavetoamemberwbohas  not  been 
sworn  in  and  taken  his  seat,  we  should  be  in  a 
very  false  position  if  an  occasion  arose  for  taking 
exception  to  a  member  being  sworn  in,  because 
we  should  be  put  in  this  difficulty:  that, 
while  we  refused  to  allow  him  to  be  sworn  in 
and  to  take  his  seat  as  a  member,  ho  would  be 
obliged  to  ask  for  leave  as  though  ho  were  a 
member :  we  might  therefore  refuse  to  let  him 
take  the  oath  and  his  seat,  and  yet  refuse  him 
leave  of  absence  if  it  were  asked  for.  That 
is  a  very  important  question,  in  view  of  possible 
contingencies  which  may  arise  in  the  future. 
It  may  bo  that  exception  might  be  taken  to 
allowing  a  gentleman  who  was  an  atheist  to 
be  swoni  and  take  his  scat,  and  thus  wc  should 
be  assuming  the  right  both  of  refusing  to  let  him 
take  his  seat  and  of  refusing  him  leave  to  be 
absent  from  it — that  is,  if  wo  declare  now  that 
wo  have  the  right  to  give  or  refuse  leave  to  a 
gentleman  elected  who  has  not  taken  the  oath 
and  his  seat.  My  recollection  does  not  carry 
me  bock  to  all  the  phases  of  the  Bradlaugh  case, 
but  I  know  the  argument  was — and  I  think  it 
was  sustained  by  the  law-courts — that  Mr.  Brad- 
laugh  was  not  a  member  until  he  had  been 
sworn  in ;  and  I  do  not  consider  Jlr.  Brown  is 
a  member  until  he  has  taken  the  oath  and  his 
seat.  If,  Sir,  you  would  not  object,  I  should  be 
glad  if  you  would  take  time  to  further  consider 
the  matter. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— If  the  House  has  any  doubt 
on  the  subject,  it  might  be  better,  perhaps,  to 
tako  the  opinion  of  fhcf  Law  OfBcera  of  the 
Crown  on  the  point. 

Sir  J.  VOGEL. — Sir,  I  move  the  adjournment 
of  the  debate. 

Mr.  PYKE. — Any  one  elected  to  the  House  is 
a  member.  The  other  day,  Sir,  you,  I  believe, 
were  elected  Speaker  before  you  had  been 
sworn  in. 

Mr.  SPEAKER. — No ;  I  was  sworn  in  before 
my  election.  In  England  the  Speaker  is  elected 
before  the  oaths  are  administered ;  but  here  the 
oath  is  first  administered,  and  then  the  Speaker 
is  elected. 

Mr.  PYKE. — I  was  not  present  on  that  occa- 
sion, but  I  wets  so  informed.  The  wording 
of  the  Constitution  Act  is  very  clear  and 
distinct :  "  Ko  member  of  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives shall  be  allowed  to  take  his  seat 
until  he  has  taken  the  oath  of  allegiance." 
There  can  be  no  two  interpretations  of  that. 
I  do  not  think  any  hair-splitting  lawyer 
would  hold  that  it  can  mean  anything  but 
that  a  man  is  a  member  from  his  election. 
Sir  J.  Vogel 


The  assembling  of  the  House  is  another  thing, 
and  his  taking  the  oath  of  allegiance  is  simply 
a  preliminary  to  his  taking  part  in  the  pro- 
ceedings. It  does  not  affect  his  position  as  a 
member.  I  am  not  sufficiently  cognisant  now 
of  the  Bradlaugh  case;  but  there  waH  some 
trouble  about  tho  oath  there,  and  consequently 
ho  could  not  sit  or  vote.  But  he  was,  never- 
theless, a  member,  and  no  other  member  was 
elected  in  his  place.  If  he  had  not  been  a 
member  there  would  have  been  a  vacancy. 
With  regard  to  the  present  matter,  I  certainly 
did  not  apprehend  that  any  difficulty  would 
arise,  and  I  did  not  think  it  was  incumbent 
on  me  to  make  a  long  .speech  in  moving 
the  motion,  and  consequently  the  reproach 
of  the  Premier  was  undeserved.  These  mo- 
tions are  usually  passed  sub  silentio:  but, 
since  this  one  has  been  challenged,  I  may  say 
this :  The  people  of  Tuapeka  knew  perfectly 
well  when  electing  him  that  Mr.  Brown  possibly 
might  not  return  in  time  to  take  his  seat 
here  this  session ;  and  they  knew,  also,  that, 
although  his  business  in  England  was  of  a 
semi-private  nature,  yet  it  was  certainly  of  a 
character  tending  to  largely  enhance  the  pro- 
sperity of  the  district.  A  great  compliment 
was  paid  to  Mr.  Brown  in  his  being  elected 
when  ho  was  actually  out  of  the  country. 
Though  ho  had  many  enemies  opposing  him 
the.v  were  not  able  to  prevent  hi^  election 
again  as  a  representative  in  this  House.  I 
would  remind  the  House,  also,  that,  next  to 
yourself.  Sir,  Mr.  Brown  is  the  oldest  con- 
tinuous member  of  the  House  ;  and  I  do  think 
the  Honso  would  not  be  doing  Sir.  Brown 
justice  or  itself  honour  if  it  refused  to  grant 
the  leave  required  by  the  honourable  gentle- 
man, seeing  that  it  is  absolutely  and  posi- 
tively an  act  of  filial  duty  which  has  prevented 
him  from  attending  the  House  this  session. 

Sir  J.  VOGEL. — I  need  not  say  that  I  should 
bo  strongly  averse  from  taking  any  action  that 
might  bo  to  the  prejudice  of  Mr.  Brown.  I  am 
of  opinion  that  it  would  not  make  the  slightest 
difference  to  him  if  leave  were  not  askctl  for, 
or  I  should  have  taken  action  before  to  obtain 
leave  for  him. 

Mr.  FYKE.— It  will  make  a  great  deal  of 
difference,  for,  if  he  is  not  granted  leave,  his 
scat  will  be  vacant.  A  member  of  the  Council 
absent  two  years  without  leave,  or  a  member 
of  tho  House  absent  one  year  without  leave, 
loses  his  seat.  That  would  put  the  honourable 
gentleman  and  the  country  to  the  expense  of  a 
second  election.  I  think  no  objection  should  be 
made  to  granting  leave,  and  I  trust  the  opposi- 
tion will  now  bo  withdrawn,  and  that  there  will 
be  no  more  discussion  on  tho  matter. 

Sir  J.  VOGEL.— If  the  honourable  gentle- 
man is  right,  that  the  seat  would  be  vacated  if 
leave  were  not  granted,  I  ask  leave  to  withdraw 
my  motion  for  adjournment. 

Motion  for  adjournment,  by  leave,  with- 
drawn. 

Sir  G.  GREY. — I  wish  to  know,  if  honourable 
gentlemen  are  not  meinbore  until  they  have 
been  sworn  in,  as  it  is  argued,  under  what  aatho- 
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rity  do  they  diaw  theii  travelling-expenses  for 
coming  here,  before  they  have  been  sworn  in  ? 

Major  ATKINSON.— Speaking  to  the  point 
of  order,  I  have  no  doubt  at  all  myself  that 
Mr.  Brown  is  a  member  under  the  Constitu- 
tion Act.  That  is  perfectly  clear,  to  my  mind. 
There  can  be  no  doubt  the  matter  is  one  of  con- 
siderable importance,  and  perhaps  it  would  be 
advisable,  if  you,  Sir,  have  any  doubt,  to  adjourn 
the  subject  before  coming  to  a  decision.  To 
my  mind,  it  is  quite  clear  that  Mr.  Brown  is  a 
member,  though  he  has  not  token  the  oath  ; 
and,  so  for  as  I  am  concerned,  after  hearing 
his  letter,  I  shall  not  oppose  the  motion  any 
longer. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

MILITABY  TRAINING.  SCHOOLS. 
On  the  motion  of  Mr.  WARD,  it  was  ordered. 
That  there  be  laid  on  tho  table  a  return  show- 
ing the  annual  cost  of  the  tlilitary  Training- 
school  at  Wellington ;  the  number  of  officers 
in  Wellington  who  have  availed  themselves  of 
its  use ;  and  also  the  number  of  officers  outside 
of  Wellington  who  have  undergone  a  course  of 
training  at  it. 

BOROUGH  COUNCIL  ENDOWMENTS. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  GUINNESS,  it  was 
ordered,  That  there  be  laid  on  the  table  a  re- 
turn showing  the  names  of  all  Borcugh  Councils 
to  which  land  endowments  have  been  granted ; 
such  return  to  show  the  area  of  land  granted  to 
each  Borough  Council,  and  whether  granted  by 
the  General  Government  or  Provincial  Govern- 
ment, and  when,  and  the  present  rental  value 
of  each  reserve. 

CHINESE. 
On  the  motion  of  Mr.  SEDDON,  it  was 
ordered.  That  a  return  be  laid  before  this 
House  showing — (1)  The  number  of  Chinese 
that  have  arrived  in  the  colony  from  tho  31st 
March,  1886,  up  to  the  30th  November,  1887, 
and  who  have  paid  the  poll-tax ;  (2)  the  number 
of  Chinese  that  have  arrived  in  the  colony  during 
the  above  period  and  who  have  claimed  exemp- 
tion from  paying  the  poll-tax  on  account  of 
their  being  the  holders  of  exemption  and  natu- 
ralisation certificates  ;  (3)  the  total  number  of 
exemption  certificates  issued  to  Chinese  in  the 
colony  under  "The  Chinese  Immigrants  Act, 
1881 ;"  (4)  the  total  number  of  Chinese  in  the 
colony  to  whom  naturalisation  certificates  have 
been  issued  ;  (5)  the  number  of  Chinese  returned 
as  being  in  the  colony,  and  particularly  in  the 
City  of  Wellington,  when  the  last  census  was 
taken. 

HOKITIKA  HARBOUR-WORKS. 
On  tho  motion  of  Sir.  GRIMMOND,  it  was 
ordered.  That  there  be  laid  before  this  House  a 
return  showing — (1)  The  amount  actually  re- 
quired to  complete  the  Hokitika  harbour-works 
to  a  point  at  which  Sir  John  Coode  estimated 
the  depth  of  water  on  the  bar  would  reach  16ft. 
at  high  water ;  (2)  the  depth  of  water  on  the 
Hokitika  bar  for  the  last  four  years,  specifying 
the  number  of  days  in  each  yeoi  on  which  the 


depth  of  water  has  been  under  7ft.,  under  10ft., 
and  over  12ft.  respectively  ;  (3)  the  toimago  of 
goods  actually  landed  on  the  Hokitika  wharf 
each  year  for  tho  past  four  years. 

MARKET  RAILWAY-TICKETS. 
On  the  motion  of  Mr.  O'CALLAGHAN,  it 
was  ordered,  That  there  bo  laid  on  tho  table  a 
return  of  the  number  of  Wednesday  market 
railway-tickets  which  have  been  issued  on  the 
Hurunui-Blu0  section  since  tho  inauguration 
of  the  system,  showing  the  increase  Uiat  has 
taken  place  by  comparison  with  the  number 
issued  at  tho  some  stations  during  a  similar 
period  previous  to  the  system  being  adopted. 

ADJOURNMENT. 

Major  ATKINSON.— I  propose  to  ask  the 
House  to  excuse  Ministers  from  answering 
questions  to-day.  There  is  a  long  string  of 
them,  and  to  answer  them  would  occupy  pretty 
well  the  whole  of  the  afternoon.  I  also  wish 
to  propose.  That  the  House,  at  its  rising,  do 
adjourn  until  eleven  o'clock  to-morrow  morning, 
for  the  purpose  of  enabling  the  Government  to 
answer  questions  only,  and  that  Committees  to 
hnrve  leave  to  sit  while  the  House  is  sitting  for 
that  purpoKo.  I  should  be  glad  if  the  House 
would  prefer  to  have  tho  questions  answered  in 
writing  instead  of  their  being  answered  to-mor- 
row ;  but  the  House  might  have  thought  that 
it  was  making  an  innovation  of  too  startling  a 
character  to  do  that  at  once.  So  I  will  move 
the  motion  that  I  have  spoken  of,  and,  if  there 
is  a  general  expression  of  opinion  from  tho 
Hou.se  that  the  questions  should  bo  answered  in 
writing,  I  will  withdraw  the  motion,  and  ques- 
tions shall  be  answered  to-morrow  in  writing. 

Mr.  TURNBULL.  — It  is  my  intention  to 
move  tho  adjournment  of  the  House,  because 
I  consider  that  this  is  a  question  of  great  im- 
portance indeed.  Wo  must  remember  that  to- 
morrow morning  a  great  many  members  of  the 
House  will  be  engaged  in  Committee,  and  that 
it  will  be  almost  impossible  for  honourable 
members  to  bo  hero  to  hear  the  questions 
answered.  I  do  not  know  what  the  custom  in 
other  countries  is  in  relation  to  this  matter, 
but  that  questions  should  be  answered  in 
writing  seems  to  me  an  extraordinary  proposal, 
and  one  which  I  hope  this  House  will  seriously 
thiuk  of  before  it  allows  it.  But  I  should  have 
moved  the  adjournment  of  tho  House  under 
any  circumstances,  because  I  have  placed  on 
the  Order  Paper  a  question  of  considerable  im- 
portance to  the  whole  colony.  The  question, 
'which  appears  on  the  Order  Paper,  is  as  fol- 
lows : — 

"  Whether,  having  in  view  tho  large  amount 
of  real  and  personal  property  held  by  absentees 
— nearly  one- tenth  of  the  whole  taxable  property 
of  New  Zealand — he  will  make  such  provision 
in  the  Property-tax  Bill  about  to  be  submitted, 
or  by  other  means,  as  that  absentees  shall  be 
made  to  contribute  a  proportionate  share  of  the 
burdens  of  the  colony  ?  " 

This  appears  to  me  to  bo  one  of  the  most 
important  questions  that  could  be  brought 
before  the  Houso,  and  I  feel  that  I  am  war- 
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ranted  in  moving  the  ncljouninient  of  the 
House  in  order  to  bring  it  forward  this  after- 
noon. I  am  aware  of  the  great  difliculty 
uhich  would  present  itself  to  the  Colonial 
Treasurer  or  to  any  otlier  persons  in  this 
House  who  might  attempt  at  the  present  time 
to  meet  such  a  difficulty  as  that  which  is 
raised  iu  this  question.  But  it  is  a  matter 
which  must  be  considered.  It  involves  not  only 
a  question  of  absenteeism,  but  other  bodies, 
and  affects  loan  companies  and  other  institu- 
tions which  are  drawing  a  large  amount  of  the 
wealth  of  this  colony  away  from  our  shores 
and  roturnmg  to  us  very  little  indeed.  I  am 
not  going  to  draw  any  deductions  from  the 
facts  tliat  I  am  about  to  mention,  but  I  simply 
call  the  attention  of  tlie^  House  to  the  fact  that 
there  are  1,140  people  holding  one-tenth  of  the 
whole  of  the  taxable  real  and  personal  property 
in  the  colony,  oi  one-twentieth  of  the  whole  of 
the  real  and  personal  property  of  the  colony, 
and  that  these  persons  ai°o  resident  in  Eng- 
land, and  only  contribute  £37,000  a  year  to  the 
whole  cost  of  the  government  of  the  colony. 
.\s  honourable  members  are  aware,  we  raise 
.i;-i,(X)0,000  annually  for  the  purpose  of  paying 
our  interest  and  the  cost  of  government;  and 
the  people  who  hold  this  large  amount  of  the 
property  in  the  colony  pay  only  a  hundredth 
pare  of  that  taxation  which  we  have  to  find. 
That  is  a  fact  to  which  I  wish  to  call  the 
attention  of  the  House  and  of  the  country. 
This  is  very  clearly  brought  out  by  a  return 
laid  on  the  table  of  the  House  at  my  instance. 
And  I  felt  aggrieved,  when  the  return  was  laid 
on  the  table  of  the  House,  at  a  remark  made 
by  the  Premier.  He  produced  it  before  the 
House,  and  said,  "  This  return  cost  £18 ;  "  and 
many  of  my  friends  said  I  had  done  a  wrong 
thing  in  ordering  so  expensive  a  return,  and 
that  I  should  be  called  upon  to  pay  for  it  my  ■ 
self.  The  Premier,  when  I  complained  of  his 
making  that  remark,  said  that  nothing  un- 
usual had  been  done — that  it  was  customary 
to  place  the  cost  of  a  return  on  its  face.  I  am 
aware  that  it  was  on  my  motion  tliat  it  was 
ordered  to  bo  printed  on  all  papers  laid  before 
the  House ;  but  I  see  that  there  are  a  good  many 
papers  presented  to  Parliament  on  which  there 
is  nothing  said  about  their  cost,  and  I  do  not 
know  why  this  return  should  have  been  singled 
out  for  notice  in  that  way.  However,  whatever 
the  cost,  it  wan  very  important  that  the  infor- 
mation contained  in  that  report  should  be  laid 
on  the  table ;  and  I  shall  take  another  step  in 
this  matter,  by  endeavouring  to  get  another 
return  showing  of  what  the  personal  property 
possessed  by  these  persons  consists.  I  have 
shown  that  these  absentees  possess  one- 
twentieth  of  the  property  of  the  colony,  though 
they  only  contribute  one-hundredth  part  of  the 
taxation;  and  to  me  it  seems  most  unfair  to 
the  classes  resident  in  the  community  that  this 
should  be  permitted  to  continue.  To  put  the 
matter  in  another  way.  I  call  attention  to 
another  fact,  and  simply  as  a  fact :  We  have 
raised  £34,000,000  by  way  of  loans,  which  have 
been  expended  largely  in  improving  the  value 
of  real  property,  and  have  helped  very  materi- 
Mr.  TurnbuU 


ally  to  enrich  those  who  possess  this  personal 
property.  Yet  the  whole  of  the  taxation  paid 
by  these  people,  who  own  so  lai'ge  a  share  of 
the  real  and  personal  property,  only  equals  the 
interest  on  three-quarters  of  a  million  of  money, 
the  residents  in  the  colony  being  left  to  pay  the 
interest  on  all  the  other  money  borrowed.  I 
think  honourable  gentlemen  will  find  that  my 
figures  are  correct.  Kvery  million  we  borrow 
costs  us  £50,000. 

An  Hon.  iMembkr.— No;  £40,000. 

Mr.  TURN  BULL.— If  you  look  at  the  earlier 
loans  you  will  fijid  that  they  cost  £.50,000. 
However,  we  will  say  that  they  pay  interest  on 
one  million,  and  that  the  people  reside;:t  in  the 
colony  bear  the  burden  of  the  remainder  of  the 
indebtedness.  My  object  is  not  to  make  any 
deductions,  but  simply  to  place  these  facts — 
these  extraordinary  facts  —  before  the  House 
and  the  country.  I  am  quite  aware  of  the 
great  difficulty  which  will  beset  the  Colonial 
Treasurer  or  luiy  other  person  who  attempts  to 
grapple  with  this  question.  It  is  a  question 
very  difficult  to  be  solved  satisfactorily;  but  wo 
have  here  some  plain  figures  which  will  help 
us  to  come  to  a  fair  conclusion  on  the  matter. 
There  is  also  another  important  fuct,  which  I 
shall  endeavour  to  get  at  by  another  return — 
that  is,  a  return  showing  the  character  of  tlio 
personal  property  which  these  persons  hold.  I 
believe  it  will  be  found  that  much  of  that  per- 
sonal property  consists  of  sheep.  I  shall  en- 
deavour to  find  out  that,  if  I  have  to  pay  for 
the  return  myself.  If  what  I  believe  is  correct, 
then  we  know  that  the  wliole  of  the  wealth 
arising  from  that  personal  property,  all  the 
wool,  all  the  mutton,  goes  straight  away  from 
the  colony— and  there  is  no  return  at  all  in  the 
shape  of  merchandise  or  interchangeable  com- 
modities ;  nothing  that  benefits  the  merchant, 
the  storekeeper,  or  the  labourer.  The  wealth 
that  should  be  accumulating  in  the  colony, 
and  by  means  of  which  alone  we  can  hope  to 
lift  ourselves  out  of  our  difficulties,  is  being 
drawn  away  from  us ;  and,  with  the  exception 
of  what  it  pays  through  the  propert}'-tax,  it 
contributes  nothing  to  the  taxation  of  the 
country.  It  contributes  nothing  to  the  cost  of 
defence,  which  is  pre-eminently  a  charge  which 
should  be  borne  by  property.  Then,  again,  this 
withdrawal  of  wealth  means  that  to  that 
extent  tliere  remain  unused  the  railways  and 
the  other  works  that  we  have  constructed. 
Not  only  is  it  that  those  who  are  absent  do  not 
use  them,  but  they  draw  away  wealth  which 
if  left  here  would  employ  our  railways.  We  are 
just  now  about  to  enter  upon  a  severe  course  of 
retrenchment.  Of  course  it  is  our  duty  to  re- 
trench wherever  we  can  ;  but  I  hold  that  it  is 
our  duty  also,  and  a  most  imimrtant  duty  at 
this  time,  to  see  that  every  portion  of  the  com- 
munity pays  its  fair  share  of  the  expenses  of 
governing  the  country,  before  proceeding  to  tha 
extreme  measures  in  the  way  of  retrenchment 
which  we  are  now  proceeding  to.  There  is  one 
question  mixed  up  with  this  which  I  do  not 
wish  to  mention  by  any  means  in  an  ofiensiva 
manner,  but  which  ought  to  be  mentioned.  I 
myself  have  great  doubt  whether  the  Govem- 
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ment  that  is  now  on  those  benches  will  care 
to  or  be  able  to  deal  with  this  question.  It  is 
a  Qovemment  who,  though  they  may  not  be 
aware  of  it,  arc  placed  on  those  benches  by  the 
large  monetary  institutions  of  the  country  and 
other  interests  of  that  kini,  whose  wishes  they 
must  carry  out.  It  may  be  that  the  Govern- 
ment are  not  doing  this  intentionally,  but  tliey 
will  find  that  the  moment  that  they  deviate 
from  those  interests  Eomc  others  will  be  called 
upon  to  take  their  places.  One  important  mem- 
ber of  the  Ministry  is  more  largely  interested 
in  these  absentee  questions  than  perhaps  any 
other  man  in  the  colony.  I  allude  to  the 
honourable  gentleman  who  comes  from  Canter- 
bury-. Now,  Canterbury  is  at  the  present  time 
in  a  most  deplorable  condition.  Canterbury 
has  to  find  one  million  to  pay  the  interest  on 
its  private  debt.  I  believe  that  the  private  debt 
will  be  found,  when  the  next  returns  of  the 
Land  Transfer  Dcportiucnt  are  laid  on  the 
table,  to  be  £12,000,000  sterling.  Wo  cannot 
expect  a  Ministiy  constituted  as  this  one  is  at 
present  to  labour  strenuously  to  place  upon 
the  property  ot  absentees  the  burdens  that 
should  be  placed  upon  them.  I  have  said  so, 
because  I  hold  that  the  chief  representative  of 
these  absentee  proprietors  is  a  member  of  the 
preisent  Cabinet. 

Hon.  Mesibeiis. — Name. 

Mr.  TURNBULL.— I  refer  to  the  Hon.  Mr. 
Stevens,  of  the  Legislative  Council.  I  say  that 
he  is  the  representative  of  the  largest  absentee 
proprietors,  so  that  I  con  scarcel}'  hope  that 
a  gentleman  occupying  such  a  position  as  he 
does  will  allow  such  a  measure  as  I  have 
indicated  to  be  brought  forward.  The  condi- 
tion of  the  colony  is  getting  most  deplorable. 
If  yoa  look  at  the  large  amount  of  property 
held  by  ab.sentee  proprietors,  if  }'ou  look  at 
the  loan  companies,  holding  property  lo  the 
value  of  four  millions,  and  if  you  look  at  pri- 
vate property  mortgaged  to  the  extent  of  nearly 
sixty  millions,  you  will  sec  the  difficulties  of  the 
country-.  In  fact,  so  far  as  the  people  of  this 
country  are  concerned,  the  eountrj'  is  leased 
from  absentee  proprietors  in  the  shape  of  land 
companies,  mortgagee.^,  loan  companies,  and 
banks ; — in  fact,  the  condition  of  many  of  the 
people  of  this  country  is  worse  than  that  of 
those  who  occupy  the  land  in  Egypt.  The 
fellahs  who  occupy  the  soil  in  Egypt  are  in  a 
preferable  condition  to  many  of  the  people  of 
this  country.  I  say  that  the  people  here  are 
mortgaged  up  to  their  eyes;  their  life  is  one 
continnous  struggle,  and  there  is  no  hope  for 
them  so  long  as  their  life  may  be  described  as 
being — 

Leued  like  a  tenement  or  pelting  farm. 
As  I  have  said,  when  the  Property-tax  Bill 
comes  before  us,  if  the  Colonial  Treasurer 
does  not  propose  any  motion  on  the  subject, 
I  shall  certamly  move  an  amendment  on  it ; 
but  by  no  amendment  which  you  can  put 
on  the  property-tax  con  you  reach  these  in- 
dividuals so  as  to  get  the  amount  they  should 
in  fairness  contribut-e  towards  the  burdens  of 
this  coontiy.  To  do  that,  the  property -tax 
would    have   to    bo   5d.   in   the    pound.     1 


know  the  question  is  a  difficult  one,  and  that 
if  the  Colonial  Treasurer  had  the  ability  of  a 
Leone  Levi  or  a  Mulhall  he  could  not  solve 
it ;  but  it  is  one  that  will  be  forced  upon  this 
country  and  upon  this  House,  and  it  must  bo 
dealt  with ;  and  until  it  is  dealt  with  there  is 
not  the  slightest  hope  of  a  return  of  prosperity 
to  this  country.  We  may  retrench ;  and  what 
does  retrenchment  mean?  It  means  misery. 
The  Colonial  Treasurer  has  told  us  that  he 
means  to  retrench  to  the  extent  of  £57,000  a 
month.  I  say  the  country  cannot  stand  it.  It 
is  not  money  saved  from  going  out  of  the 
colony  ;  but  it  simply  means  that  people  who 
are  employed,  whether  in  offices  or  on  the 
public  works,  or  wherever  they  may  be,  will  be 
discharged  to  such  an  extent  as  to  effect  that 
saving.  I  admit  the  difficulties  of  this  matter, 
and  that  if  the  Colonial  Treasurer  sets  himself 
honestly  and  determinedly  to  accomplish  it  he 
will  do  so ;  but,  unless  he  takes  steps  to  make 
these  absentees  bear  a  fair  share  of  the  taxa- 
tion of  the  colony,  there  will  be  no  return  of 
prosperity.  These  people  should  contribute 
£200,000,  instead  of  what  they  are  contributing 
— £87,000 ;  and  the  consequence  is  that  we  have 
to  retrench  to  the  extent  of  £163,000.  That, 
broadly,  is  how  the  matter  stands  at  the  pre- 
sent time.  I  shall  not  move  the  odjoummeut 
of  the  House,  because  I  can  sjieiik  on  the  ques- 
tion the  Premier  has  submitted  ;  but  I  should 
have  been  sorry  to  have  lost  the  opportunity 
of  bringing  this  subject  before  the  House  and 
the  country  as  soon  as  possible ;  and  I  seo 
that  at  the  present  moment  there  is  no  desire 
to  put  this  paper  forward.  There  have  been 
papers  of  less  importance  ordered  to  bo  printed 
and  circulated,  but  this  paper  has  not  mode  an 
appearance,  and  the  sooner  it  does  make  its 
appeai-ancc  and  public  attention  is  called  to  it 
the  sooner  we  may  hope  to  have  the  existing 
state  of  affairs  improved. 

Mr.  O'CONOll. — I  shall  move,  as  an  amend- 
ment to  the  Premier's  motion.  That  the  ques- 
tions on  the  Order  Paper  be  replied  to  by  the 
Government  in  writing,  ily  reason  for  doing 
so,  in  the  first  place,  i» :  If  this  ailjoumment 
is  allowed,  there  is  an  understanding  that 
honourable  members  shall  attend  to  Commit- 
tee-work, and  it  inevitably  follows  that,  if  they 
attend  to  the  Committee- work,  they  will  be 
absent  from  the  meeting  of  the  House,  when, 
perhaps,  something  of  importance  will  occur 
that  they  require  to  deal  with  ;  and  it  is  also 
necessary  that  the  Minister  should  be  here  for 
the  merely  formal  answering  of  questions. 
Then  comes  this  difficulty  :  that,  if  the  House 
orders  that  questions  may  be  dealt  with  in  this 
way,  there  may  not  be  a  quorum  of  the  House 
to  hear  the  answers.  I  consider  it  is  better,  if 
the  House  desires  to  facilitate  the  progress  of 
the  session,  which  I  believe  is  very  desirable, 
that  we  should  come  to  an  understanding  that 
the  business  shall  be  gone  on  with  in  a  reason- 
able way;  and  for  that  reason  I  move  the 
amendment,  and  I  think  I  have  given  suffi- 
ciently strong  reasons  to  lead  the  House  to  its 
adoption.  In  many  oases  it  will  be  necessary 
for  UK,  if  we  want  to  attend  to  the  duties  of 
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^his  House,  to  neglect  duties  elsewhere ;  and  I 
think  it  is  a  wrong  thing  for  the  House  to  put 
honourable  members  in  such  a  position  as 
that. 

Sir  3.  VOGEL. — As  an  amendment  is  before 
the  House,  I  should  lilce  to  ask  you,  Sir,  as  a 
point  of  order,  is  it  competent  to  alter  the 
whole  practice  and  constitution'  of  the  House, 
by  providing  that  the  House  and  Committees 
should  sit  at  the  same  time  ? 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— There  is  nothing  before  us 
about  the  sitting  of  Committees  at  the  same 
time  as  the  House. 

Sir  J.  VOGEL. — I  want  to  ask  you,  Sir,  and 
I  trust  I  am  not  out  of  my  privilege  in  asking, 
how  far  it  may  be  the  case — I  do  not  wiRh  to 
put  the  thing  offensively,  but,  to  take  au  ex- 
treme cose,  how  far  a  Government,  with  a  large 
majority  at  its  back,  can,  without  notice,  alter 
the  whole  practice  and  system  of  parliamentary 
government,  and  stipulate  that  the  House  shall 
meet  at  eleven  o'clock,  allow  questions  to  be 
answered  in  writing,  and  go  on  with  the  busi- 
ness after  half -past  twelve  o'clock;  in  fact, 
alter  the  rule  and  the  whole  practice  of  Parlia- 
ment, perhaps,  in  a  more  radical  manner  even 
than  by  a  system  of  cloture  of  a  severe  character. 
It  may  be  that  it  is  permissible,  but  I  had  a 
strong  impression  that  the  privileges  of  debate, 
and  the  freedom  of  the  minority,  were  much 
more  strongly  guarded  than  would  be  the  case 
if  it  is  competent  to  the  Government  to  take  the 
course  of  so  radically  and  completely  altering 
the  whole  course  of  parliamentary  procedure. 
This  seems  to  me  to  bo  fifty  times  more  strin- 
gent than  the  cloture.  That  we  should  have 
before  us  a  resolution  of  this  kind,  without 
notice,  and  such  a  resolution  as  we  have  heard 
given  notice  of  to- day,  seems  to  be  a  departure 
from  well-known  rules.  If  such  a  resolution 
were  carried,  I  need  scarcely  point  out  to  you 
that  the  whole  procedure  of  Parliament  is  en- 
tirely changed. 

Mr.  SPEAKEB. — It  seems  to  me  there  is  no 
proposal  to  change  any  procedure  of  Parlia- 
ment in  this  proposition,  beyond  this :  that  it  is 
proposed  that  the  replies  to  questions  should 
be  given  in  writing  instead  of  orally.  To  that 
extent  it  is  an  innovation,  but  I  would  not  rule 
that  it  was  not  within  the  power  of  the  House 
to  come  to  that  decision.  I  presume  you  could 
not  take  any  objection  to  the  motion  that  the 
House,  at  its  rising,  adjoui°n  till  to-morrow  for 
the  purpose  of  giving  replies  to  the  questions  on 
the  Order  Paper. 

Sir  3.  VOGEL. — The  honourable  gentleman 
accompanied  it  with  an  intimation  that  he 
should  be  allowed,  at  the  same  time,  to  call  on 
new  business  after  half-past  twelve  o'clock  at 
night.  At  any  rate,  the  House  should  know 
what  is  before  it.  First  of  all,  as  to  the 
unwisdom  of  the  thing.  I  should  think  the 
honourable  gentleman  at  the  head  of  the 
Government  would  need  no  further  proof  of 
that  than  that  the  very  fact  of  his  giving 
this  notice  has  brought  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Timaru  to  consider  the  important 
question  of  taxing  absentees.  As  a  matter 
of  opinion,  it  seems  to  me  that  questions  are 
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made  a  sort  of  vent  to  enable  discussions 
to  be  very  much  contracted;  and,  in  my 
opinion,  if  any  impediment  were  put  in  the 
way  of  answering  questions — as  has  frequently 
been  done  this  session,  though  I  have  not  re- 
marked upon  it, — if  such  restrictions  are  put 
upon  the  asking  of  questions,  nine  times  out 
of  ten  those  questions  will  become  subjects  of 
debate  in  the  House,  instead  of  being  dealt  with 
in  the  much  easier  manner  of  replying  to  ques- 
tions. The  unwisdom  of  the  course  proposed 
to  be  taken  is,  however,  a  matter  for  the 
Qovemment ;  and  probably  the  head  of  the 
Government  may  say  that  he  does  not  want  my 
counsel,  and  that  he  is  the  best  judge  of  what 
course  he  shall  take.  But  what  I  ask  honour- 
able members  to  consider  is  this  :  What  posi- 
tion should  we  be  in  if  we  accede  to  the  plan 
the  honourable  member  now  unfolds  before  us  ? 
We  should  meet  at  eleven  o'clock  to  consider 
questions,  for  I  do  not  for  a  moment  suppose 
that  the  House  would  sanction  so  large  a  de- 
parture from  all  prescribed  rule  in  this  country, 
or  in  any  other  country,  as  to  shut  out  from 
honourable  members  the  right  of  asking  ques- 
tions. It  is  true  the  honourable  member  for 
Westport  says  they  may  ask  the  questions  in 
writing ;  but,  if  an  honourable  member  does  not 
choose  to  enter  into  a  correspondence  with  the 
Government  —  because  that  is  what  it  means, 
is  ho  to  be  shut  out  from  the  power  of  putting 
questions  verbally  ?  That  would  be  suoh  an 
innovation  that  I  do  not  believe,  whatever 
the  power  of  the  honourable  gentleman  is,  he 
would  carry  a  majority  with  him  on  such  a 
proposal. 

Mr.  O'CONOR.— Will  the  honourable  gentle- 
man allow  me  to  explain  ?  My  motion  does  not 
deal  with  any  questions  excepting  those  now 
on  the  Order  Paper ;  those  are  what  I  propose 
to  deal  with. 

Sir  3.  VOGEL. — The  honourable  member 
for  the  BuUer  is  very  anxious  not  to  throw  any 
obstacle  in  the  way  of  the  Government.  I  saw 
a  statement  in  one  of  the  southern  papers  the 
other  da}' — I  do  not  know  whether  it  is  true  or 
not — that,  if  the  honourable  gentleman  wore 
about  to  propose  a  certain  thing,  the  utterance 
of  a  "Ko  "  from  certain  quarters  of  the  House 
would  cause  him  to  sit  down  immediately ;  and 
the  honourable  gentleman,  having  given  his 
faithful  support  to  tho  Government  this  ses- 
sion, and  thinking  it  was  too  much  to  ask  that 
the  House  should  be  sitting  and  the  Committees 
carrying  on  their  work  at  the  same  time,  has 
proposed,  as  the  next  best  plan,  that  honourable 
members  should  enter  into  correspondence  as 
to  the  questions  they  wish  to  put. 

Mr.  0 'CONOR.— Nothing  of  the  kind. 

Sir  J.  VOGEL. — ^I  do  not  suppose  for  a  mo- 
ment that  the  House  would  adopt  such  a  sys- 
tem. It  would  put  some  honourable  members 
in  a  very  unpleasant  position,  and  it  would 
very  much  depend  on  the  temper  in  which  the 
members  of  the  Government  rose  in  the  morn- 
ing as  to  whether  their  answers  would  be  satis- 
factory or  not.  The  members  of  the  Govern- 
ment are  only  men,  and  the  amount  of  work 
which  the  honourable  member  at  the  head  of 
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the  Government  proposes  that  thej  should 
take  upon  themselves  would  incapacitate  them 
for  dealing  properly  with  the  questions  put  to 
them.  Let  us  see  what  it  is  we  are  asked  to 
agree  to.  The  House  is  to  meet  at  eleven 
o'clock  in  the  morning  for  Ministers  to  answer 
questions  ;  but  that  does  not  prevent  any  ques- 
tion being  brought  forward,  and  we  all  know 
tiiat  there  are  ways  and  forms  by  which  any 
question  can  be  brought  on ;  and  this  is  to  be 
done  while  honourable  members  are  attending 
on  Committees,  or  are  neglecting  their  duty  in 
that  respect.  That  is  to  begin  at  eleven  o'clock 
in  the  morning ;  and  then  it  is  proposed  to  take 
op  new  business  after  half -past  twelve  at  night. 
We  know  that  there  are  Legislatures  where 
obstruction  is  of  common  occurrence,  and 
where  it  has  been  necessary  to  introduce  a 
cloture  of  the  most  drastic  character  ;  but  such 
a  proposal  as  this  bos  never  been  made  in 
those  Assemblies.  Even  in  the  House  of  Com- 
mons, I  believe,  the  half-past-twelve  rule  has 
always  been  maintained,  no  matter  what  in- 
ducement there  may  have  been  in  the  way  of 
hastening  on  business.  In  fact,  if  this  propo- 
sition is  to  be  carried  out,  you  will  require 
another  qualification  in  honourable  members. 
They  will  need  an  athletic  qualification,  because 
they  have  not  the  physique  to  enable  them 
to  commence  business  at  eleven  o'clock  in  the 
morning,  and  then  to  go  on  and  take  up  new 
business  at  half-past  twelve  at  night.  1  am 
not  at  all  wishing  to  throw  any  obstacle  in  the 
way  of  the  honourable  member  closing  the 
session  early.  I  have  given  notice  of  a  clause 
to  be  added  to  the  Railways  Bill  which,  if 
adopted,  will,  I  think,  enable  the  honourable 
gentleman  to  get  that  Bill  through  with  much 
greater  celerity  than  would  be  the  case  if  the 
Uoose  thought  it  wsks  taking  an  irrevocable 
step ;  and  I  have  given  notice  of  that  clause 
with  the  express  purpose  of  allowing  that 
Bill  to  pass  through,  if.  the  House  wishes 
it,  thou^  I  do  not  think  that  is  a  prudent 
course.  I  put  it  to  the  House,  Is  the  Go- 
vernment taking  the  course  we  should  ex- 
pect of  it  if  it  wished  an  early  termination 
of  the  session,  giving  due  time  for  oonsidera- 
tion  of  the  measures  we  have  to  deal  with? 
We  have  been  told  over  and  over  again  in 
the  Financial  Statement  and  otherwise  that 
retrenchment  was  the  most  important  of  the 
measures  that  it  was  necessary  to  deal  with  this 
session ;  but  now  we  see,  day  after  day,  other 
Bills  put  at  the  head  of  the  Order  Paper.  I 
think  we  should  have  been  told  to-day  what 
course  the  Government  intended  to  pursue 
for  the  remainder  of  the  session,  and  we  could 
then  see  how  we  could  help  them  in  their  plans ; 
bat  if  the  Government,  with  the  majority  they 
have  at  their  back,  are  going  to  force  the 
bastness  through,  and  leave  honourable  mem- 
bers under  the  disability  of  not  being  able  to 
suggest  amendments,  or  even  to  discuss  the 
measures,  it  will  be  placing  those  honourable 
members  who  are  not  in  the  majority  in  an  ex- 
ceedingly unfavourable  position.  We  have  to 
consider  the  whole  of  the  estimates,  and  under 
ordinary  ciicomstances  that  alone  takes  a  fort- 


night. Then,  there  are  the  measures  which  are 
already  passing  through  the  House ;  and  we 
understaiid  that  the  session  is  to  come  to  a 
conclusion  in  seventeen  days,  or  even  less  ;  but 
I  tell  the  honourable  gentleman  that  he  will 
not  facilitate  business  by  attempting  to  prevent 
honourable  members  from  having  the  privilege 
of  even  asking  questions.  This  side  of  the 
House  has  shown  every  desire  to  facilitate 
the  progress  of  business,  but  I  would  ^int 
out  that  we  have  still  very  important  busmess 
before  us.  There  are  the  measures  dealing 
with  retrenchment  to  be  considered ;  there 
must  be  a  discussion  on  the  Education  Act; 
the  San  Francisco  service  will  have  to  be 
considered,  for  it  terminates  next  year ;  there 
must  be  another  discussion  on  the  Land  Bill, 
unless  the  Government  put  a  stop  to  it;  the 
Native  Land  Bill  must  also  come  under  dis- 
cussion ;  aud,  besides  that,  if  the  Government 
intend  to  press  the  Representation  Bill,  there 
must  bo  considerable  delay,  because,  although 
honourable  members  have  agreed  to  the  second 
reading,  they  have  expressed  a  great  many 
opinions  as  to  the  form  in  which  the  measuro 
should  pass,  for  there  is  not  only  the  question 
of  the  number  of  members  involved,  but  there 
is  also  the  question  of  whether,  if  it  is  thought 
desirable  that  such  a  change  should  be 
mode  in  the  divisions  of  the  country,  that 
change  should  be  left  to  the  Commission  ap- 
pointed under  the  last  Act,  or  whether  the 
House  itself  should  not  take  the  matter  in 
hand.  Again,  there  is  the  question  whether  it 
would  not  bo  advisable  to  leave  the  change  to 
stand  over  till  next  session,  so  that  opportuni- 
ties may  be  afforded  to  the  districts  interested 
to  make  objections  before  we  meet  next.  I 
might  go  through  the  other  Bills  in  the  same 
way.  I  am  sure  that  suspending  the  Standing 
Order  as  to  not  taking  new  business  after  half- 
past  twelve  o'clock,  and  punishing  honourable 
members  for  asking  questions  by  compelling 
them  to  meet  at  eleven  o'clock  in  the  morning, 
will  not  shorten  the  session.  I  put  it  to  the 
Government  not  to  do  anything  of  the  kind, 
but  to  leave  it  to  honourable  members  to 
shorten  the  session  as  much  as  possible,  and 
not  to  try  and  force  them  by  such  a  resolution 
as  this. 

Mr.  O'CONOR. — I  must  ask  permission  of 
the  House  to  make  a  personal  explanation  in 
reference  to  a  remark  which  the  honourable 
member  who  has  just  sat  down  made  with  re- 
gard to  myself.  He  said  that  I  was  under  the 
influence  of  a  portion  of  this  House  with  re- 
gard to  my  action ;  and  I  wish  to  deny  that, 
and  say  that  he  is  the  lost  man  in  this  House 
who  should  oast  such  on  imputation  on  me, 
because  he  has  himself  acted  the  part  of  a 
tempter  to  me  in  the  library  of  this  building, 
and  he  knows  how  I  dealt  with  him  on  that 
occasion,  when  he  was  in  a  position  to  make 
a  large  offer  to  me.  The  House  will  therefore 
know  how  to  accept  such  a  statement  from 
that  honourable  gentleman. 

Hon.  Membebs.— What  was  it?  What  was 
the  offer? 

Mr.  O'CONOB.— I  wiU  teU  the  House  what 
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took  place  between  the  honourable  gentleman 
and  myself  in  the  library  of  this  House.  The 
honourable  gentleman  knows  perfectly  well 
that  I  could  not  be  influenced  by  him.  I 
may  state  that  I  was  in  this  House  when  the 
-question  of  turning  out  the  Fox-Vogel  Ministry 
was  being  discussed,  and  Sir  Julius  Vogel  came 
to  me  and  solicited  my  vote.  I  told  him  I 
could  not  gi%-e  it  him  ;  and  then  he  said  to  me, 
"  What  do  you  want  ?  "  I  told  him,  "  I  want 
to  turn  out  your  Government;"  and  then  he 
pressed  me  in  every  way.  I  could  have  got 
anything  I  asked  for  at  the  time,  if  I  had 
been  more  pliant :  other  honourable  members 
who  were  so  pot  their  rewards. 

Sir  J.  VOGEL. — I  think  it  shows  very  bad 
taste  on  the  part  of  the  honourable  gentleman 
to  make  accusations  of  that  kind  about  things 
which  occurred  fourteen  or  fifteen  years  ago. 
If  I  made  an  improper  offer  to  the  honourable 
member,  then  how  is  it  tliat  he  has  been  on 
such  friendly  terms  with  me  all  these  years  ? 
.\s  to  my  recollecting  a  conversation  which 
took  place  fourteen  or  fifteen  sears  ago,  I  con- 
fess I  cannot  do  it ;  but  I  would  ask,  is  it  not  a 
strange  thing  that,  if  I  made  such  improper 
ofTi^rs  to  the  honourable  member,  he  has  been 
on  friendly  tcnns  with  mo  ever  since  ?  To  the 
best  of  my  belief  there  is  not  the  smallest 
foundation  for  the  statement. 

Ifr.  O'CONOU.— I  can  prove  it. 

Sir  J.  VOGEL. — The  honourable  member's 
memory  is  entirely  at  fault. 

Sir  G.  GUEY.— I  tliink  this  is  about  the 
most  fomiidable  coalition  that  this  House  has 
■ever  witnessed.  Three  members  arc  certainly 
united  together  with  one  common  object,  and 
that  object  is  to  delay  the  business  of  the  House, 
to  put  off  the  financial  question,  and  to  keep 
us  all  debating  in  this  ridiculous  manner.  We 
have  heard  it  denied  from  each  side  of  the 
House  thot  there  is  any  coalition  between 
these  gentlemen;  but  I  would  ask  the  House 
whether  it  is  not  clear  that  they  are  acting  in 
unison.  •  The  sooner  we  put  an  end  to  this  the 
better.     I  think  we  should  stop  it  at  once. 

Mr.  W.  P.  REEVES.— I  would  like  to  ask 
the  Premier  whether  answering  the  questions 
in  writing  would  involve  the  answers  being 
printed  on  the  Order  Paper. 

ilajor  .\TKINSON.— That  is  what  I  under- 
iitand. 

Mr.  PISH. — I  trust  the  House  will  not  agree 
to  the  answers  being  given  in  writing.  We  have 
taken  up  an  hour  and  a  half  in  discussing  this 
question,  and  in  that  time  all  the  questions  on 
the  Order  Paper  could  have  been  answered,  and 
if  the  honourable  member  at  the  head  of  the 
Government  had  gone  on  in  the  ordinary  course 
we  should  not  have  hod  all  this  delay.  And 
why  does  the  honourable  gentleman  want  this 
course  to  be  pursued?  Simply  that  he  may 
force  through  the  House  in  two  weeks  measures 
which  ought  properly  to  take  two  months  to 
discuss.  We  are  also  told  by  the  honourable 
gentleman  to-day  that  he  means  to  ask  the 
House  to  do  away  with  the  rule  which  pre- 
vents new  busijiess  being  taken  after  lialf-past 
•twelve  at  night.  What  does  Ohat  mean?  It 
Mr.  O'Conor 


means  this,  if  the  honourable  gentleman's  ideas 
are  carried  out :  We  shall  meet  hero  at  eleven, 
and  sit  until  four  or  five  next  morning.  The 
honourable  gentleman  knows  as  well  as  possible 
that  it  is  not  possible  for  membcis  of  the  House 
to  give  that  time  to  the  business  of  the  country 
and  to  do  it  properly.  But  it  is  exactly  what 
ho  wants.  He  knows  perfectly  well  that  the 
House  will  be  wearied  out.  Honourable  mem- 
bers will  be  unable  to  stand  the  strain  put  upon 
them,  and  the  Premier  will  have  an  empty 
House,  and  will  carry  through  what  he  likes 
and  bow  ho  likes.  Is  that  proper  legislation  ? 
Are  we  to  be  put  to  this  serious  trial  in  order  to 
pass  measures  which  there  is  .no  necessity  for 
passing  at  all  this  session  ?  I  trust  honourable 
members  will  guard  their  own  privileges  better 
than  that.  Some  honourable  members  say, 
"  Go  on,  and  do  not  debate ;  do  not  say  a 
word."  If  this  goes  on,  all  our  privileges  will 
be  taken  away  one  by  one,  until  there  are  none 
left.  We  shall  not  bo  worthy  the  name  of  re- 
presentatives if  wo  allow  this  to  bo  done, — if, 
because  the  Premier  Baysi  he  wants  to  do  such- 
and-such  a  thing,  forsooth  wo  must  accept  it. 
I  shall  not  do  it.  I  do  not  care  if  the  honour- 
able gentleman  has  a  mojonty  of  thirty  at  his 
back.  If  I  were  in  a  minority  of  ten,  I  shall 
use  the  privileges  of  this  House  to  object  to 
usages  of  the  most  pernicious  and  dangerous 
character.  Reference  has  been  made  to  the 
wasting  of  time ;  but  I  say  tliat  all  the  waste 
of  time  that  has  taken  place  has  been  caused 
by  the  want  of  tact,  the  want  of  ability,  on  the 
part  of  the  Premier  to  see  what  are  the  wishes 
of  the  House.  We  shall  bo  told  that  this  is 
the  work  of  the  Opposition.  That  is  what  the 
honourable  gcnllcman  has  always  said  in  the 
past,  and  that  is  what  he  will  saj*  again. 

Mr.  ALLEN. — I  thuik  tho  remarks  of  the 
last  speaker  have  made  some  disclosures  to  us. 
This  discussion  has  not  arisen  at  all  on  the 
Premier's  motion,  and  the  honourable  gentle- 
man ought  to  have  known  it.  Tho  discussion 
has  arisen  on  the  motion  proposed  by  the 
honourable  member  for  the  BuUcr. — (I?o.) — I 
say  it  has,  and  nobody  can  deny  it — upon  that, 
and  nothing  else. 

Jlr.  FISH. — The  Premier  suggested  that  the 
answers  to  questions  sliould  be  given  in  writing, 
and  thereupon  the  honourable  member  for  the 
Buller  moved  his  amendment. 

Mr.  ALLEN. — That  is  not  exactly  what  took 
place.  The  honourable  member  for  tho  Buller 
moved  his  amendment,  and  the  Premier  said 
that,  if  it  was  the  wish  of  tho  House,  he  was 
prepared  to  accept  it.  I  maintain  that  the 
whole  of  this  discussion  has  been  nothing  bat 
a  splitting  of  straws ;  and  I  am  astonished  that 
men  of  ability  and  position,  who  should  set  an 
example  to  younger  members  of  this  House, 
upon  a  day  like  this,  when  we  want  all  the 
time  at  our  disposal  to  discuss  measures  of 
great  importance,  should  come  here  and  de- 
liberately waste  the  time  of  the  House.  There 
is  no  great  constitutional  que!;tion  before  us  at 
all.  Wo  are  simply  asked  to  come  hero  for  one 
single  morning  in  order  that  questions  may  be 
answered,  and  an  amendment  to  that  is  pro- 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1887.] 


Adjoumment. 


[HOUSE.] 


Adjournment. 


367 


posed  that  they  may  be  answered,  just  for  that 
once,  in  writing.  And  for  that  reason  honour- 
able members  get  up  and  raise  great  constitu- 
tional que.itions.  The  whole  thing  is  absurd, 
and  I  nm  disgusted  with  it. 

Mr.  BUCHAN.IN.— The  honourable  member 
for  Duncdin  South  has  stated  tliac  so  long  as  he 
is  n  member  of  this  House,  although  there  was 
a  majority  of  thirty  against  him,  he  would  use 
his  privileges  as  a  member  of  the  House.  If  he 
did  not,  instead  of  using  his  privileges,  abuse 
them,  I  think  the  discussions  in  this  House 
would  bo  got  over  in  very  much  quicker  time. 
I  sa3'  the  Premier,  as  far  as  I  can  sec,  has  not 
been  nn^vcrablo  for  this  discussion,  and  I  hope 
wc  shall  get  to  the  business  without  any  further 
debate. 

Mr.  KERR. — My  opinion  of  the  affair  alto- 
gether is  that  the  Premier  does  not  wish  to  do 
any  business  at  all.  lie  has  brought  down 
Bills,  particularly  the  Representation  Bill, 
which  are  not  wanted  and  cannot  be  wanted  for 
two  or  three  years  at  all  events.  Why  does  he 
not  bring  down  Bills  he  wants  to  get  passed,  so 
that  we  may  pass  them  and  get  back  to  our 
homes?  The  honourable  member  for  Dunedin 
Kast  says  ho  is  disgusted  with  this  discussion  ; 
but  my  belief  is  tiiat  the  Premier  brings  these 
questions  down  on  purpose  to  raise  these  dis- 
cussions and  kill  time.  There  is  no  necessity 
at  all  for  this  Representation  Bill.  The  honour- 
able member  for  the  Bailer  has  been  in  a  great 
rago  at  what  was  said  by  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Christchurch  North.  He  was  very  in- 
dignant at  that  honourable  gentleman  saying 
that  the  honourable  member  for  the  Bullerwns 
a  man  who  would  sell  his  vote,  and  that  the 
honourable  member  for  Christchurch  North 
had  offered  to  buy  it.  I  have  Icnonn  the 
honourable  member  for  the  Buller  many  years, 
and  always  thought  he  was  ready  to  sell  his 
votf. 

Hoi..  Mkmbeus. — Order,  order. 

Ml.  O'CONOR. — I  consider  the  honourable 
member  ought  not  to  be  allowed  to  use  language 
of  that  sort. 

Mr.  SPEAKER. — I  must  ask  the  honourable 
member  for  Motneka  to  withdraw  that  expres- 
sion, which  was  a  very  improper  one  to  make 
use  of. 

Mr.  KERR. — I  did  not  mean  it.  I  meant  to 
say  that  everybody  said  he  always  sold  his 
vote.     I  never  believed  it  myself.  Sir. 

Mr.  O'CONOR.— I  think,  coming  from  the 
honourable  gentleman,  the  weight  of  the  impu- 
tation may  not  be  worth  much,  but  still  I 
object  to  language  of  that  kind  being  used  by 
any  member  of  this  House. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— I  think  the  honourable 
member  at  first  put  it  in  such  a  way  that  it 
was  most  insulting,  and  that  he  is  bound  to 
withdraw  it  fully  and  unequivocally. 

Mr.  KERR.— I  will  withdraw  anything.  I 
have  often  taken  the  honourable  gentleman's 
port  when  I  heard  honourable  members  say 
behind  his  back  what  they  would  not  say  to 
bis  face.  I  did  not  mean  it  in  an  offensive 
manner.  I  mentioned  the  matter  to  his  face 
^to  give  him.  on  opportunity  of  contiadicting  it. 


But  I  most  certainly  think,  and  the  House 
must  think,  that  the  Premier  is  to  blame  on 
this  occasion.  If  he  really  wants  to  get 
through  the  necessary  business,  let  him  bring 
down  the  measures  it  is  necessary  to  pass,  and 
we  shall  be  ready  to  proceed  with  their  con- 
sideration. But  I  cannot  and  do  not  believe 
for  one  moment  that  he  wishes  to  get  on  with 
the  business  until  his  own  time  comes,  and 
then  he  will  get  on  with  it  properly.  I  object 
to  this  morning  sitting.  The  samo  thing  will 
happen  as  in  former  days.  We  shall  begin  at 
half-past  two,  and  keep  at  it  until  half-past 
two  the  next  day. 

Mr.  PERCEVAL.— The  question  before  the 
House  is  one  of  considerable  importance,  and  I 
think  the  time  has  not  been  wasted  in  discuss- 
ing it.  I  confess  I  have  been  extremely  irri- 
tated during  the  session  by  the  multiplicity  of 
questions,  and  no  one  would  be  more  pleased 
than  I  to  see  them  expunged  from  the  Order 
Paper  altogether.  While  this  discussion  has 
been  going  on  I  have  been  looking  through  the 
Standing  Orders,  and  I  fail  to  see  how  the 
questions  come  to  be  printed  daily  on  the 
Order  Paper.  In  my  opinion  that  is  the 
reason  why  these  questions  are  so  numerous. 
Standing  Oi'dcis  provide  for  the  answering  of 
questions  in  the  order  of  business  under  Rule 
71.  Now,  I  take  it  that  it  is  a  mere  matter  of 
courtesy  to  give  answers  to  the  questions.  The 
Standing  Orders  do  not  require  that  written 
notice  shall  bo  given  of  questions,  and  I  con- 
tend that,  if  Ikliuisters  answered  the  questions 
as  they  were  ptit,  it  would  bo  a  great  saving  of 
time ;  and,  if  a  Minister  could  not  give  an 
answer  to  a  question,  what  he  should  do  is 
this  :  He  should  not  put  it  on  the  Order  Paper, 
but  ask  the  honourable  member  to  repeat  his 
question  from  his  place  in  the  House  next  day, 
and  then  he  would  give  the  answer.  It  seems 
to  me  to  be  altogether  contrary  to  the  sjiirit  of 
the  Standing  Orders  for  the  Order  Paper  to  bo 
cumbered  with  these  questions.  I  hope  the 
Government,  during  the  recess,  will  take  Ibis 
matter  of  questions  into  their  consideration, 
because  I  am  one  of  those  who  are  prcpaicd  to 
admit  that  a  great  amount  of  time  is  wasted  in 
the  answering  of  these  questions.  Not  more 
than  one-tenth  of  these  questions  relate  to  mat- 
ters of  public  interest;  they  relate  generally  to 
some  local  matters  that  only  affect  the  district 
represented  by  the  honourable  member  who 
asks  tho  question.  But  I  think  it  would  bo  a 
dangerous  innovation  to  allow  the  motion  which 
is  before  tho  House  to  pass.  It  would  appear 
to  me  to  be  much  better  for  the  Government  to 
refuse  to  answer  questions  altogether  than  to 
bring  us  here  at  eleven  o'clock  to-morrow.  I 
know  that  if  we  como  here  at  eleven  o'clock  to- 
morrow it  means  the  thin  end  of  the  wedge, 
and  that  we  shall  go  on  meeting  at  eleven 
o'clock  day  after  day.  I  wish  to  protest  against 
this.  I  am  quite  sure  that  honourable  mem- 
bers cannot  give  proper  attention  to  public 
business  if  they  are  exhausted  by  sitting 
through  the  whole  twenty-four  hours ;  because 
that  is  what  it  would  mean. 

Captain.  RUSSELL. — I  do  not  agree  with 
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my  honourable  friend.  If  he  had  gone  a  little 
farther  in  tho  Standing  Orders  he  would  have 
seen  what  seems  to  me  to  be  the  key  of  the 
situation.  On  many  occasions  I  cannot  say  I 
have  been  irritated  at  the  number  of  questions 
on  the  Order  Paper,  but  rather  at  the  license 
which  has  been  allowed  to  honourable  mem- 
bers to  debate  questions  which  have  been  put 
on  the  Order  Paper.  The  73rd  section  of  the 
Standing  Orders  distinctly  lays  it  down  that 
there  shall  be  no  debatable  matter  brought 
forward  in  putting  a  question.  I  do  not  wish, 
Sir,  that  what  I  say  may  be  in  any  possible 
way  construed  into  a  reflection  on  you ;  but  I 
think  there  is  scarcely  a  question  put,  nowa- 
days, into  the  explanation  of  which  debatable 
matter  is  not  introduced;  and  Ministers  also 
very  frequently  put  debatable  matter  into  their 
answers.  I  think  that  is  the  root  of  the  evil. 
I  think,  if  the  questions  were  asked  without  a 
number  of  remarks  being  added  to  them,  the 
whole  of  a  day's  questions  could  be  got  through 
in  about  a  quarter  of  an  hour — that  is,  if  the 
answers  to  them  were  also  given  concisely. 
But  almost  every  one  who  asks  a  question  feels 
it  incumbent  on  him  to  make  a  speech  about 
it ;  and  almost  every  day  also  we  see  the  ad- 
journment of  the  House  moved  on  some  ques- 
tion, and  frequently  several  hours  spent  in 
debating  the  motion  for  adjournment.  That, 
as  I  say,  is,  I  think,  the  root  of  the  evil.  If  in 
asking  and  answering  questions  the  Standing 
Orders  were  literally  adhered  to,  I  am  sure 
that  a  long  list  of  questions  could  be  got 
through  in  a  very  few  minutes  every  day. 

Major  STEWARD.  — The  last  speaker  has 
exactly  hit  the  blot.  This  difficulty  is  growing 
year  by  year.  I  have  been  for  some  sessions 
a  member  of  the  Standing  Orders  Committee, 
which  has  frequently  sent  down  suggestions  for 
effecting  a  remedy ;  and  I  believe  another  report 
is  now  under  consideration  by  the  Committee, 
and  will  be  presented  towards  the  end  of  the 
session,  that  report  also  pointing  to  the  need  of 
change  in  this  respect,  in  the  interest  of  public 
business.  I  believe  in  no  other  Legislature  is 
the  question-difficulty  felt  so  much  as  here, 
or  so  much  time  taken  on  questions.  In  the 
Imperial  Parliament  questions  are  put  simply 
in  the  words  which  appear  on  tho  Order  Paper 
— no  explanation  whatever  is  allowed — and 
concise  replies  are  given  by  tho  Ministers.  In 
other  Legislatures  the  practice  is  similar :  the 
question  is  put  without  comment  or  explanation, 
and  tho  Minister  rises  and  makes  his  reply. 
It  is  the  long  explanations  oniquestions,  and  the 
motions  for  adjournment  moved  daring  ques- 
tions, that  cause  such  a  great  waste  of  time. 
I  believe,  also,  that  in  no  other  Legislature 
are  there  such  facilities  for  wasting  time  by 
motions  for  adjournment  as  here.  In  the 
House  of  Commons  it  is  necessary  for  forty 
members  to  rise  in  their  places  to  signify  their 
approval  before  a  motion  for  adjournment  is 
allowed  to  be  moved.    I  think  the  abuse  of  the 

frivilege — if  privilege  it  is — of  allowing  any 
onourable  member  to  move  the  adjournment 
migiit  be  well  curtailed  by  prescribing  that  a 
fair  proportion  of  the  House — say,  ten  mem- 
Captain  Bustell 


bers — should  be  required  to  rise  in  support  of  a 
motion  for  adjournment  before  it  should  be 
entertained.  If  the  Standing  Orders  wer» 
amended  in  that  direction  it  would  in  no  way 
infringe  the  freedom  of  debate  or  lessen 
honourable  members'  privileges,  while  it  would 
prevent  what  is  now  a  frequent  and  great  waste 
of  public  time. 

Amendment  negatived. 

Major  ATKINSON.— I  merely  wish  to  say, 
in  reply,  that  I  was  very  much  surprised  at  the 
speech  of  the  honour:\.ble  member  for  Christ- 
church  North,  especially  after  the  promise  he 
gave  the  Government  that  he  would  facilitate 
business,  and  after  the  action  which  he  took 
yesterday  afternoon,  which  certainly  did  ex- 
pedite business,  and  for  which  I  was  obliged  to 
the  honourable  gentleman.  No  great  innova- 
tion is  proposed  by  tho  Qovemment,  and  no 
members'  privileges  are  invaded  by  their  pro- 
position. It  is  simply  a  question  of  time.  A 
portion  of  the  House  seems  determined  to 
spend  one  or  two  hours  every  day  in  having 
questions  answered,  and  in  discussions  on  them ; 
and  I  venture  to  think  that  the  majority  of 
honourable  members  regard  that  as  pure  waste 
of  time.  It  seems  there  is  no  way  out  of  the 
difficulty  except  the  one  that  the  Government 
propose — at  great  inconvenience  to  themselves. 
But, -in  order  to  meet  the  desires  of  the  House, 
they  propose  that  we  should  sit  an  extra  two 
hours.  That  is  the  whole  front  of  our  offend- 
ing. We  have  asked  for  sufficient  time  to  do 
the  work  the  House  has  apparently  determined 
shall  be  done.  I  might  have  moved  that  the 
House  should  meet  for  ordinary  business  at 
eleven  o'clock  to-morrow  ;  but  I  thought  it  de- 
sirable that  we  should  try  whether  we  could  not 
do  it  this  way,  and  to  see  whether  that  would 
really  save  our  time  or  not.  No  doubt,  if  we 
are  to  get  on  with  our  business,  we  must  take 
the  necessary  time  for  it,  or  we  must  refuse 
honourable  members  the  power  of  wasting 
our  time.  Now  one  word  with  regard  to  what 
fell  from  the  honourable  member  for  Jlotueka. 
He  asks,  "  Does  the  Premier  mean  the  Govern- 
ment Bills  to  pass,  and  why  does  he  not  come 
down  with  the  business  tho  Government  in- 
tend to  pass  ?  "  Sir,  tho  Government  do  mean 
their  measures  to  pass,  and  thoy  ask  the  House 
to  pass  them,  and  to  take  the  necessary  time 
to  pass  tliem.  We  ore  not  trifling  with  the 
House,  like  some  honourable  members  on  the 
other  side  of  the  House  —  though  not  the 
honourable  member  for  Christchurch  North, 
who  has  given  us  considerable  assistance 
until  this  afternoon.  But  certain  honour- 
able gentlemen  of  his  party  seem  deter- 
mined that  the  House  shall  not  get  on  with 
the  business,  but  shall  listen  to  their  inter- 
minable talk.  That,  I  say,  seems  to  be  the 
object  of  certain  honourable  gentlemen ;  and 
the  only  answer  the  House  can  give  is  to  say 
that  it  must  sit  a  longer  time, — that  it  must 
sit  as  long  as  may  be  necessary  to  do  the  Go- 
vernment business.  I  know  of  no  other  way  in 
which  wo  can  get  the  business  done.  The  Go- 
vernment have  no  intention — and  we  want  the 
House  to  understand  thatdiskinotly— of  forcing 
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measoies  through,  and  no  intention  of  weary- 
ing honourable  members  oat;  but  we  have  tbos 
intention  :  of  asking  the  House  to  insist,  not- 
withstanding the  talk  of  those  honourable 
gentlemen  to  whom  I  have  referred,  that  the 
work  the  conntry  has  sent  ns  to  do  shall  be 
done,  cuid  that  those  measures  now  before  the 
Honse,  and  which  those  honourable  members 
are  simply  stonewalling  by  this  process,  though 
they  admit  the  country  has  demanded  them, 
shall  be  passed.  I  am  certain  the  House  will 
insist  on  passing  those  measures  before  it 
rises,  whatever  time  it  may  take.  The  only 
way  we  can  counteract  the  scenes  wo  witness 
here  sitting  after  sitting  is  by  taking  power  to 
sit  an  unlimited  time.  I  should  not  have  said 
this  to-day  if  the  matter  had  not  been  raised ; 
bat  I  may  say  now  that,  if  necessary — and  I 
trost  it -will  not  bo  necessary  —  I  shall  move 
that  'the  House  meet  at  eleven  o'clock  every 
morning  till  tlie  end  of  the  session. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

Major  ATKINSON. — Sir,  it  has  always  been 
usual,  when  the  House  meets  in  the  morning 
for  a  special  purpose,  to  allow  Select  Com- 
mittees to  sit  at  the  same  time.  I  move.  That 
Select  Committees  have  leave  to  sit  to-morrow 
forenoon  during  the  sitting  of  the  House.  That 
is  no  innovation  whatever  on  the  customs  of 
the  House. 

Mr.  LKVESTAM.— What  will  become  of  the 
questions  of  those  honourable  members  who 
attend  Committees  ? 

Major  ATKINSON.  —  They  can  get  other 
honourable  members  to  ask  for  them,  or  they 
may  be  able  to  leave  their  Committees.  They 
must  exercise  their  discretion. 

Sir  3.  VOGEL.  —  Sir,  I  am  aware  that  it  has 
been  the  custom  for  some  years,  in  the  last  day 
or  two  of  the  session,  if  the  House  met  in  the 
morning,  to  allow  Committees  to  sit  at  the 
same  time  ;  but  I  cannot  help  thinking  that  to 
allow  it  at  this  stage  of  the  session — especially 
as  this  course  is  avowedly  taken  to  silence 
honourable  members — is  not  desirable.  I  quite 
agree  with  the  Premier  as  to  the  grievance  of 
which  he  complains,  and  I  think  some  remedy 
cotdd  be  adopted.  I  have  seen  in  the  House  of 
Commons  pages  and  pages  of  questions  put  «bnd 
answered  in  a  few  minutes,  each  question  on 
the  Order  Paper  being  asked  by  the  honourable 
member  merely  rising  in  his  place,  and  the 
answer   being  read   by   the   Minister.      As  to 

aoestions  occupying  too  much  of  the  time  of 
^e  House,  I  quite  agree  with  the  honourable 
gentleman  at  the  head  of  the  Government 
that  it  is  a  grievance ;  but.  Sir,  I  must  say 
a  word  in  reply  to  the  severe  remarks  of  the 
honourable  gentleman  on  some  honourable 
members  sitting  on  this  side  of  the  House. 
I  believe  it  is  the  case  that  there  are  some 
honourable  members  who  speak  at  some  length, 
and  I  believe  it  is  the  case  that  these  honour- 
able members,  though  they  do  speak  at  some 
length,  speak  very  well  too  ;  and  I  have  heard 
other  honourable  members  complain  of  their 
speaking  on  this  ground :  that  it  leaves  no 
points  for  other  honourable  members  to  deal 
with,  that  there  is  nothing  else  left  for  any  one 
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to  say.  I  do  not  believe  that  these  honourable 
gentlemen  speak  for  the  soke  of  wasting  time, 
but  it  is  because  they  consider  they  have  some- 
thing to  say  which  they  have  a  right  to  say, 
and  which  they  wish  to  say  and  wish  to  see 
recorded  in  HaTi$ard.  No  doubt  Hansard  is  a 
very  fruitful  means  of  prolonging  the  session 
and  prolonging  debates.  I  think  it  is  only 
right  to  say,  in  the  strongest  manner  I  possibly 
can,  that  I  think  the  honourable  gentleman  at 
the  head  of  the  Government  does  the  honour- 
able gentlemen  to  whom  ho  has  referred  an 
injustice  in  supposing  that  they  speak  for  the 
purpose  of  wasting  time.  The  honourable 
gentleman  can  have  no  reason  for  saying-that, 
and  his  experience  must  enable  him  to  see  that 
there  are  members  and  members,  and  that 
some  honourable  members  rarely  speak,  while 
there  are  other  honourable  members  who  think 
it  incumbent  on  them  to  express  their  opinions 
more  often,  as  different  subjects  arise.  I  do 
not  think  it  right,  because  honourable  members 
speak  without  any  desire  of  wasting  time,  but 
simply  because  they  have  a  right  to  do  so  and 
desire  to  exercise  it,  that  ho  should  fasten  on 
them  the  stigma  of  "  obstruction." 

Mr.  W.  P.  REEVES.— I  thhik  the  remarks 
of  the  Premier  somewhat  unfair,  though  not 
a  little  astute.  The  honourable  gentleman 
spoke  of  certain  members  on  this  side  of  the 
House  without  specifying  who  they  are,  and 
said  they  are  guilty  of  the  practice  referred  to. 
Now,  if  the  honourable  gentleman  bad  picked 
out  any  of  us  and  charged  us  with  the  obstruc- 
tion and  waste  of  time,  I  consider  he  might 
have  been  justified,  for  I  think  there  has  been 
a  certain  amount  of  obstruction  and  waste  of 
time ;  but  I  know  this :  that  the  large  majority 
of  members  on  this  side  of  the  Hoube  regret 
and  dislike  that  quite  as  much  as  mi  inbers  on 
the  other  side  of  the  House.  But  I  do  think  it 
unfair  that  a  loose  charge  of  obstruction  should 
be  mode  against  this  side  of  the  House  gene- 
rally, because  the  vast  majority  of  members  on 
this  side  are  quite  as  anxious  to  get  the  busi- 
ness through  as  any  member  on  the  other  side 
can  be,  and  we  have  regretted  certain  scenes 
which  have  taken  place  in  the  House  during 
the  lost  few  weeks.  I  think  I  am  quite  justi- 
fied in  rising  to  say  so  much  ;  and,  now  that  I 
am  speaking,  I  will  say  that  I  do  hope  we  shall 
not  see — I  will  not  say  the  obstructive  but  — 
the  dilatory  proceedings  which  have  marked 
one  or  two  debates  recently. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

ORDER  OP  BUSINESS. 

Sir  J.  VOGEL.— Before  the  orders  of  the  day 
are  called  on,  may  I  ask  the  honourable  gentle- 
man whether  he  intends  to  make  the  state- 
ment which  he  promised  to  make  yesterday  ? 

Major  ATKINSON.— I  intended  to  make  a 
statement;  but  I  am  afraid,  after  what  took 
place  yesterday,  and  the  threats  that  were 
made  use  of,  that  I  am  not  in  a  position  to  do 
so  to-day.  I  should  like  to  wait  until  I  see 
what  progress  is  made  with  the  consideration 
of  the  Representation  Bill  to-day.  It  will  de- 
pend on  that  what  we  shall  be  able  to  do. 
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Mr.  SEDDON.— Will  the  honourable  gentle- 
man mention  the  threats  which  he  refers  to  7 

Major  ATKINSON.  — No;  I  have  nothing 
more  to  say  now. 

REPRESENTATION  BILL. 

On  the  question,  That  this  Bill  be  considered 
in  Committee, 

Mr.  WHYTE  said,— 1  did  not  speak  on  the 
second  reading  of  this  Bill  yesterday,  because 
it  seemed  to  me  that  everything  conceivable 
and  a  great  deal  of  what,  to  a  well-regulated 
mind,  was  inconceivable  bad  already  been  said. 
Nor  do  I  intend  to  deliver  what  may  be  called 
a  speech  now  ;  but  I  should  like  to  take  this 
opportunity  of  drawing  attention  to  an  amend- 
ment of  which  I  have  given  notice  for  con- 
sideration when  this  Bill  gets  into  Committee, 
as  to  the  percentage  of  advantage  that  should 
be  allowed  to  the  country  districts  as  compared 
with  the  towns.  I  supported  the  second  read- 
ing of  this  Bill  by  my  voice  yesterday ;  and  I 
intend  to  support  it,  because  I  recognise  that 
the  country  uas  declared  in  favour  of  it.  So 
far  as  my  own  district  is  concerned  I  fancy 
that  the  manner  in  which  a  reduction  of  mem- 
bers would  ailect  it  was  somewhat  lost  sight  of 
during  the  election,  owing  to  the  number  of 
much  larger  questions  which  were  being  con- 
sidered ;  but  I  believe  that,  if  it  hod  been  put 
to  the  people  in  my  district  fairly  and  dis- 
tinctly what  the  effect  would  be  in  that  neigh- 
bourhood, they  would  perhaps  have  thought 
differently  upon  it.  At  any  rate,  it  is  quite 
clear  to  me  that  if  this  Bill  be  passed  iu  its 
present  shape,  it  will  very  prejudicially  affect 
the  country  districts.  Perhaps  the  reason  why 
this  did  not  come  home  to  me  more  clearly 
before  this  was,  that  I  have  been  lucky  enough, 
for  many  past  years,  to  have  no  opposition,  so 
that  I  did  not  know  what  a  contest  really 
meant  in  a  large  country  district.  However, 
this  time  I  had  an  opportunity  of  judging ;  and 
when  I  say  that  in  my  district,  which  is  by  no 
means  as  large  as  many  others,  the  contest 
necessitated  my  holding  something  like  twenty 
meetings  at  different  places  on  different  even- 
ings, honourable  members  will  appreciate  what 
a  contest  in  a  large  and  scattered  district 
means.  I  think,  moreover,  that  the  Bill  will 
have  a  prejudicial  effect  in  this  way :  that 
diverse  interests  will  be  crowded  together  into 
one  electorate  —  that  interests  which  are 
separated  by  natural  boundaries,  such  as 
watersheds  and  other  impassable  barriers,  will 
have  to  be  thrown  into  one  electorate.  There 
is  also  a  danger,  it  appears  to  me,  that  if  the 
districts  are  made  much  larger  it  must  result 
in  men  baing  chosen  more  upon  their  physical 
qualities  than  upon  their  mental  ones.  The 
fight  will  not  improbably  be  decided  in  favour 
of  the  man  who  can  travel  most,  can  face  the 
weather  best,  and  address  the  greatest  number 
of  meetings  in  the  various  little  centres.  For 
these  reasons,  amongst  many  others  which 
I  need  not  now  detail,  I  have  to-day  given 
notice  of  my  intention  to  move  to  alter  the 
percentage  in  favour  of  the  country  districts — 
which  is  at  present  about  18  per  cent. — to  25 


per  cent.  I  must  say,  however,  that,  after  the 
mahny  expressions  of  opinion  that  I  have  heard 
from  many  honourable  members,  I  am  asto- 
nished at  my  own  moderation  in  proposing  to  fix 
the  percentage  so  low  as  25  per  cent.  I  woold 
also  remind  honourable  members  from  the 
towns  that  this  2S  per  cent,  is  not  really  25  per 
cent.,  because  it  has  first  to  be  added  to  the 
nominal  population  of  the  colony,  and  then 
the  quota  has  to  be  arrived  at,  so  that  the  real 
advantage  does  not  at  the  outside  exceed  20 
per  cent.  I  just  say  this  in  explanation  of  the 
intimation  that  I  have  given,  for  I  think  it  is  as 
well  to  soy  it  now  as  later  on. 

Mr.  FISH.— I  dare  say  that  I  shall  bo  ac- 
cused of  obstruction  and  of  a  desire  to  delay 
the  busiucKs  of  this  House  in  venturing  to  say 
a  few  words  upon  this  measure.  I  am  sorry. 
Sir,  speaking  generally,  that  honourable  mem- 
bers should  have  the  fear  placed  before  them 
that  if  they  speak  upon  certain  measures  they 
will  be  called  by  certain  leading  members  of  this 
House  "  obstructionists."  I  trust  that  will  not 
happen  again,  and  that  I  shall  not  be  consi- 
dered in  any  way  an  obstructionist  for  making 
a  few  remarks  upon  the  Bill  before  the  House. 
It  appears  to  me  that  this  Bill  is  one  of  the 
most  important  we  have  had  before  us  this  ses- 
sion, and,  in  fact,  that  it  is  one  of  the  most  im- 
portant the  House  can  discuss  in  any  session. 
When  we  deal  with  the  representation  of  the 
country  it  surely  must  be  a  subject  which 
ought  to  insure  deep  thought,  and  all  who  have 
thought  upon  it  and  have  tlie  ability  to  speak 
upon  it,  I  believe,  should  venture  to  say  what 
they  think  about  the  measure.  In  listening  to 
the  various  speeches,  which  I  have  done  very  at- 
tentively, I  could  not  help  being  struck  with  the 
very  great  difference  in  the  ideas  that  different 
honourable  members  have  expressed  during  the 
course  of  the  debate,  and  the  peculiarity  of  the 
ideas  which  have  induced  some  of  tbem  to  de- 
cide to  vote  in  the  direction  they  are  going 
to  vote.  For  example,  the  honourable  member 
for  Auckland  West  tells  us  that  he  supports 
the  Bill  because  he  thinks  fifty  members  are 
sufficient  to  represent  the  country.  Well,  I 
think  it  is  about  thirty  years  since  this  House 
of  Representatives  contained  only  fifty  mem- 
bers ;  ajid  the  honourable  gentleman's  idea  of 
progress  is  that  wo  should  go  back  to  the 
state  of  things  which  existed  thirty  years  ago. 
Then,  he  says  that  in  the  present  House  of 
ninety-five  members  a  few  members  do  all  the 
talking,  and  yet  he  thinks  that  if  there  were  a 
less  number  of  members  the  talking  would  be 
decreased.  Well,  I  do  not  know  that  that 
would  happen  ;  but  I  do  venture  to  say  this : 
that  the  talking  would  be  very  groat  indeed  if 
my  honourable  friend  desired  to  talk  and  could 
not  find  an  opportunity  for  putting  in  his  word. 
Then,  the  honourable  member  for  Caveraham 
says  that  the  House  is  too  large  because,  with 
a  population  of  at  least  four  hundred  thousand 
more,  Victoria  has  only  eighty-six  members.  I 
do  not  admit  the  analogy  between  this  colony 
and  Victoria.  Victoria  is  a  closely-settled  and 
compact  colony,  its  area  is  not  nearly  bo  large 
AS  that  of  New  Zealand,  and  its  configuration  is 
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entirely  diffeient.  Thetefoie,  whilst  eighty-six 
membeis  might  be  quite  sufficient  for  that 
«olony,  -we  should  require  ninety-five  to  make 
us  equally  well  represented.  Then,  again,  why 
did  not  the  honourable  gentleman  refer  to 
South  Australia,  Queensland,  and  New  South 
Wales?  I  believe  the  representation  in  New 
South  Wales  is  150,  and  it  has  about  the 
same  population  as  Victoria;  and  that  shows 
that  the  different  colonies  gauge  their  re- 
quirements in  the  matter  of  representation 
according  to  local  considerations.  I  take  it 
that  that- is  the  reason  why  New  South  Wales 
has  a  larger  representative  power  than  Victoria, 
Now,  the  honourable  member  for  Clutha  gave 
as  one  reason  why  he  should  support  this  Bill 
that  it  would  be  the  means  of  returning  a  better 
class  of  men.  The  honourable  gentleman 
made  that  assertion,  and  it  is  one  that,  like 
many  assertions,  is  easily  made,  but  very  dif- 
ficult of  proof.  It  is  on  astonishing  thing 
that  honoorable  members  seem  to  forget  that 
in  making  statements  of  that  kind  they  are 
really,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  casting  a  slur 
upon  tlieir  own  ability.  We  find  from  time  to 
time  that  the  honourable  gentlemen  wlio  use 
expressions  from  which  it  may  be  inferred  they 
believe  tfaat  the  possession  of  wealth  indicates 
superior  abilities  are  generally  those  who  have 
worked  their  way  up  from  a  very  humble 
origin,  and  that  they  entirely  forget,  when 
they  have  become  the  possessors  of  means, 
the  place  from  which  they  rose.  I  do  not 
know  why  it  should  be  that  they  should  so 
often  give  utterance  to  these  conservative 
ideas.  I  would  ask  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Clutha  if  he  thinks  that  of  neces- 
sity brains  attach  to  wealth,  or  if  he  thinks 
that  because  a  man  has  wealth  he  has  better 
brain-power  than  a  man  who  is  poorer  has. 
If  he  cannot  prove  that,  I  think  his  argument 
falls  to  the  ground.  Then,  the  honourable 
gentleman  was  very  strong  upon  the  undue 
preponderance  of  city  influence,  and  said  that 
this  Bill  would  give  the  cities  undue  power. 
At  the  narrow-mindedness  he  displayed  I  was 
very  much  surprised,  and  I  was  sorry  to  see 
that  he  endeavoured  to  excite  a  feeling  of 
jealousy  between  town  and  country.  I  take 
it  that  in  the  towns  there  can  be  no  feeling  of 
antagonism  regarding  the  country.  The  in- 
terests are  identical,  and  if  one  is  not  suc- 
cessful and  prosperous  it  is  impossible  for  the 
other  to  bo  so.  Why  any  honourable  gentle- 
man should  seek  to  raise  a  feeling  of  discord 
as  between  town  and  country  constituencies  is 
more  than  I  con  imagine.  The  honourable 
gentleman  said  he  would  increase  the  quota 
largely  wHh  regard  to  cities ;  and  I  have  no 
doubt  there  will  be  a  determined  attempt  on 
the  part  of  some  country  members  to  increase 
the  C[Uota;  but  I  think  the  proposal  is  most 
unfair,  and  I  can  only  say  that  I  shall  resist 
any  such  attempt  to  the  very  utmost  of  my 
power,  and  I  have  no  doubt  t^at  in  that  I  shall 
no  aided  by  the  whole  of  the  city  representa- 
tives, and  by  a  large  number  of  those  who  re- 
present country  districts  who  are  not  in  favour 
of  this  narrow-minded  idea-that  the  cities  should 


be  unduly  handicapped.  Our  representation  is 
upon  the  basis  of  population,  and,  if  that  be  a 
sound  basis  to  go  upon,  it  is  unfair  to  handi- 
cap the  towns  as  against  the  country.  At 
any  rate,  it  is  unfair  to  do  so  to  any  great  ex- 
tent, though  I  do  not  myself  object  to  a  reason- 
able handicap;  but,  if  it  goes  beyond  that,  I 
think  it  is  most  unfair,  and  we  should  be  losing 
sight  of  the  basis  of  our  representation  alto- 
gether. The  honourable  gentleman  was  kind 
enough  also  to  give  us  a  great  deal  of  advice 
about  the  amalgamation  of  the  city  electorates. 
I  see  no  reason  at  all  why  the  city  electorates 
should  be  amalgamated.  I  see  no  reason  why 
the  residents  in  the  city  should  be  treated  dif- 
ferently from  the  residents  in  the  country  dis- 
tricts ;  and,  whilst  the  representation  is  as  it 
is,  I  think  the  electorates  of  the  city  should 
remain  as  they  are.  There  are  two  or  three 
reasons  for  that.  In  the  first  place,  any  one 
who  has  contested  a  city  electorate  must  know 
that  there  will  be  an  increase  in  the  cost  of 
contesting  an  election  if  the  electorates  are 
amalgamated.  I  believe  the  cost  would  be 
three  or  four  times  more  than  that  of  contest- 
ing a  single  electorate.  Then,  I  think  it  would 
be  detrimental  to  the  interests  of  the  country 
in  this  way :  that  any  man  who  was  very  popu- 
lar could  run  the  whole  of  the  members  of 
his  party  in  for  the  city :  such  a  man,  for  in- 
stance, OS  the  honourable  member  for  Auckland 
Central,  or  Sir  Robert  Stout,  or  any  other  lead- 
ing man.  If  the  city  electorates  were  amal- 
gamated, such  men,  no  doubt,  would  carry  the 
whole  of  the  seats ;  and  I  do  not  think,  so  far 
as  the  country  is  concerned,  that  that  would 
be  a  good  thing.  The  honourable  member  for 
Rongitikei,  to  whom  it  is  generally  a  great 
pleasure  to  listen,  certainly,  to  my  mind,  gave 
utterance  to  some  of  the  greatest  inconsistencies 
that  I  have  heard  given  utterance  to  during  the 
debate.  Really  I  cannot  understand  what  that 
honourable  gentleman's  political  principles  are. 
He  said  that  the  larger  constituencies  would 
return  men  of  larger  mental  calibre. 

Mr.  BRUCE. — I  might  explain  that  what  I 
said  was  that  larger  constituencies  would  pre- 
sumably return  men  of  larger  mental  calibre. 

Mr.  PISH.— That  is  what  I  understood  the 
honourable  gentleman  to  say,  and  I  cannot  see 
how  he  con  make  it  consistent  with  what  he 
said  shortly  afterwards.  He  said  that  only 
wealthy  men  could  contest  the  larger  constitu- 
encies. Consequently  the  wealthy  men  must 
be  the  men  of  higher  mental  calibre.  Then,  he 
said,  taking  the  Honorarium  Reduction  Bill 
and  this  Bill  together,  it  must  throw  the  re- 
presentation of  the  country  into  the  hands  of 
the  wealthy.  I  agree  that  if  these  proposals 
are  carried  the  representation  will  be  thrown 
into  the  hands  of  the  wealthy.  But  I  am  not 
at  all  prepared  to  admit  that,  if  that  did 
happen,  the  mental  calibre  of  the  House  as 
ft  whole  would  be  improved;  because,  whilst 
in  Great  Britain  you  are  always  certain  to 
get  a  large  amount  of  education  allied  with 
wealth,  and  you  have  men  representing  very 
old  families  who  are  wealthy  men,  our  expe- 
rience tells  <us  that  in  this  colony  the  wealthy. 
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men  are  men  ^vho  have  little  or  no  education, 
and  whoso  ideas  are  often  veiy  cramped  and 
distorted,  and  men  who  certainly  would  not  be 
better  able  to  represent  the  people  than  nine 
out  of  ten  of  the  honourable  gentlemen  who 
occupy  seats  in  this  House  at  present.  That 
the  result  of  passing  the  Bill  will  be  to  render 
the  cost  of  contesting,  at  any  rate,  the  country 
seats  so  large  that  only  men  of  considerable 
wealth  will  be  able  to  become  candidates  is 
beyond  a  shadow  of  a  doubt;  and  for  that 
reason  I  oppose  the  reduction  of  the  number 
of  members  to  the  extent  proposed.  If  the 
honourable  gentleman  says  that  these  two 
things  will  occur  if  this  Bill  is  carried,  why 
does  ho  support  it  ?  He  tells  us  that  be  does 
not  believe  in  representation  being  thrown  into 
the  hands  of  the  wealthy,  and  that  to  increase 
the  area  of  the  districts  and  to  reduce  the' 
honorarium  will  have  that  effect ;  and  yet,  in 
spite  of  his  own  opinion,  he  supports  the  Bill. 
The  honourable  member,  to  my  mind,  is  quite 
inconsistent.  Many  of  his  views  I  would  go  a 
long  way  in  supporting ;  but  I  cannot,  having 
regard  to  the  effect  he  has  pointed  out,  sup- 
port the  Bill  as  it  at  present  stEuids.  Then 
he  went  on  to  say  that  it  was  not  right  to  sup- 
pose that  a  wealthy  man  had  no  sympathy  with 
his  poorer  fellow- colonists.  I  do  not  deny  that 
they  have  a  great  deal  of  sympathy  with  their 
poorer  fellow-colonists,  but  I  believe  it  is  that 
sort  of  sympathy  which  makes  a  poor  man 
throw  a  bone  to  a  hungry  dog  as  he  passes  by. 
The  country  was  represented  in  years  gone  by  by 
men  who  had  large  landed  properties  and  con- 
siderable wealth;  and  it  goes  without  saying 
that,  when  the  country  was  so  represented,  the 
legislation  took  the  form  of  measures  calcu- 
lated to  conserve  wealth  rather  than  to  relieve 
.the  condition  of  the  poorer  classes.  The  argu- 
ments of  the  honourable  gentleman  would  show 
that  he  is  a  Ldberal,  but  tbe  vote  be  is  about  to 
give  and  the  conclusion  he  has  come  to  show 
that  he  is  a  Conservative.  The  honourable 
member  for  Te  Aro  made,  to  my  mind,  the  verj' 
strongest  speech  against  the  passing  of  this  Bill 
at  the  present  time.  The  honourable  member 
said  if  this  measure  passes  before  good  local- 
government  Bills  are  introduced  and  made  law 
it  will  be  a  corse  to  the  country.  Now,  I  am 
strongly  of  opinion  that  the  honourable  gentle- 
man was  right  in  what  he  was  saying ;  but  does 
he  not  know  that  there  is  not  the  slightest 
chance  of  any  local  -  government  measures 
being  passed  this  session?  And  in  all  pro- 
bability they  will  not  be  passed  next  session. 
Does  he  not  know  that  the  honourable  gentle- 
man at  the  head  of  the  Government  has  been 
an  utter  failure  with  regard  to  local  govern- 
ment ?  Does  he  not  know  that  the  honourable 
gentleman  took  years  and  years  to  incubate  a 
local-government  scheme  which  only  stood  the 
test  of  public  opinion  two  years,  when  it  had  to 
be  repealed  ?  The  honourable  member  can  have 
no  hope  of  any  satisfactory  measure  of  local  go- 
vernment emanating  from  the  Premier.  Well, 
the  honourable  member  foe  Te  Aro  gave  another 
strong  reason  why  the  Bill  should  not  pass  at 
the  present  time  when  he  said  that,  if  the  Oo- 
J£r.  Fish 


vernment  got  this  Bill  passed  they  would  have 
the  means  of  preventing  any  adverse  vote  being 
passed  upon  them  during  this  Parliament,  be- 
cause they  would  always  have  the  power  of  a 
dissolution  in  their  hands.  They  could  say  to 
the  members  of  this  Parliament,  "  We  defy 
you  to  pass  an  adverse  vote ;"  because  I  have 
no  doubt  there  would  be  a  large  number  of 
honourable  members  influenced  by  the  fact 
that  gome  five  -  sind  -  twenty  of  them,  at  any 
rate,  would  not  be  returned  to  the  House  ;  and 
honourable  members  are  naturally  unwilling  to 
cut  short  their  own  parliamentary  existence. 
Therefore  I  think  that  the  honourable  gentle- 
man gave  two  of  the  strongest  reasons  against 
the  passing  of  this  Bill  at  the  present  time  that 
could  be  urged  ;  and  yet,  while  he  appeared  to 
hold  these  opinions  strongly  and  finnly,  the 
honourable  gentleman  said,  "  I  will  vote  for  the 
second  reading  of  this  Bill."  The  honour- 
able member  for  the  Bay  of  Islands  said 
that  he  was  strongly  in  favour  of  on  increase 
in  the  representation  of  the  Maoris.  I  am 
not  at  all  surprised  at  the  honourable  gentle- 
man's saying  that.  I  believe  ho  is  sincere, 
because  he  has,  unfortunately  for  the  country, 
from  time  to  time  had  a  considerable  influence 
with  the  Maori  members,  and  I  believe  their 
votes  have  been  influenced  adversely  to  the 
true  interests  of  the  country  through  th» 
honourable  gentleman  speaking  their  language. 
One  of  the  strongest  objections  I  have  to  the 
Maori  representation  in  this  House  is  that 
European  members  speaking  their  language 
have  an  advantage  over  those  who  cannot  speak 
it  in  influencmg  Maori  votes,  because  they 
ore  likely  to  be  led  by  any  such  honourablle 
member  who  is  designing  enough  to  influence 
them.  The  Minister  of  Education  said  that  if 
this  Bill  were  not  passed  this  session  it  would 
not  be  passed  this  Parliament.  I  cannot  see 
the  force  of  that  reasoning.  Does  the  honour- 
able member  mean  to  say  that  if  we  do  not- 
pass  a  Bill  in  the  flrst  session  we  shall  not  pass- 
it  at  all  ?  I  do  not  believe  that ;  and  I  hold 
that,  in  so  far  as  this  session  is  concerned, 
there  is  not  the  smallest  necessity  for  passing 
this  Bill ;  and  the  Government  are  only  jeopar- 
dising the  passing  of  cheir  other  measures  by 
forcing  this  on.  The  honourable  gentlcmaa 
also  said  that  tactics  were  being  re-sorted  to  to 
delay  business.  I  can  only  affirm  that,  so  far 
as  I  am  concerned,  I  have  resorted  to  no  such 
tactics,  nor  shall  I  do  so ;  nor  have  I  seen  other- 
honourable  members  adopt  such  tactics.  But 
I  do  object  to  honourable  members  being  ac- 
cused of  wasting  time  when  they  are  fairly  and 
properly  discussing  such  an  important  measure 
as  one  dealing  with  the  representation  of  the 
people.  The  fact  is,  as  I  stated  before  this 
afternoon  when  speaking  on  another  subject, 
that  the  Government  are  wanting  to  do  in  k 
fortnight  work  that,  if  properly  done,  would 
take  two  months.  That  is  the  whole  secret  of 
this  indecent  attempt  on  the  part  of  the  Go- 
vernment to  shorten  debate  and  curtail  the 
liberty  of  speech  of  honourable  members. 
This  House  is  expected  to  prorogue  in  a  fort- 
night, and  I  hope  that  expectation  wUl  be 
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realised;  bnt  what  do  the  OoTemment  pro- 
pose to  carry  through  in  that  fortnight  1  A 
Representation  Bill,  a  Government  Kailways 
Bill,  a  Land  Bill — any  one  of  which,  I  take 
leave  to  say,  in  any  other  Parliament  in  Aus- 
tralasia would  take  at  least  a  fortnight  or 
three  weeks  to  debate.  Then,  there  are  the 
Public  Works  Statement,  the  loan  proposals, 
and  the  District  Railways  Bill — unless,  indeed, 
the  Grovernment  are  going  to  drop  that  Bill,  so 
as  to  obligo  some  honourable  members  who 
are  their  supporters.  There  is  also  the  Otago 
Central  Railway  Bill,  involving  an  expenditure 
of  nearly  a  million  of  money ;  and,  besides  that, 
there  are  eighteen  other  Government  Bills  on 
the  Order  Paper,  all  of  more  or  less  import- 
ance ;  as  well  as  some  local  Bills  which  will 
require  to  be  passed.  I  say  that  is  too  great  a 
mass  of  work  to  try  to  force  through  in  a  fort- 
night, and  that  the  Government  are  doing  an 
injnry  to  the  people  of  the  country  by  forcing 
each  hasty  legislation  upon  them.  It  is 
nonsense  to  tell  me  that  any  member  of 
this  House,  with  even  the  best  intentions,  and 
bringing  the  greatest  amount  of  intelligence 
to  hear  on  the  subjects  to  bo  discussed,  can 
Ao  justice  to  those  measures  in  the  limited 
time  at  our  disposal.  The  Government  would 
have  been  much  wiser  if  tbey  had  postponed 
all  measures  which  were  not  absolutely  neces- 
sary until  next  session,  and  have  matured 
them  in  the  recess ;  and  then  we  should  have 
oroper  legislation,  while  this  session  could  have 
been  given  up  entirely  to  the  consideration 
of  tlie  financial  and  public -works  proposals 
of  the  Government,  as  well  as  the  question  of 
Protection.  I  wish  to  explain,  in  conclusion, 
my  own  position  with  regard  to  this  Bill.  I 
.am  pledged  to  support  a  reduction  in  the  num- 
ber of  members,  but  I  cannot,  under  any  cir- 
cumstances, support  30  large  a  reduction  as  is 
proposed  in  this  Bill.  If  the  Government  will 
accept  eighty-four  I  shall  be  found  voting  for 
that  reduction  ;  but,  apart  from  that,  my  mind 
is  somewhat  changed  with  regard  to  the  repre- 
sentation of  the  people  since  I  addressed  my 
constituents ;  and  I  would  much  prefer  to  have 
an  opportunity  of  arguing  the  matter  with 
them,  and  laying  before  them  the  reasons  why 
I  have  changed  my  views.  I  would  not  ask 
for  that  if  there  was  an  immediate  and  im- 
perative necessity  to  pass  this  Bill ;  but  I  do 
not  think  there  is,  and  it  would  only  be  fair 
to  allow  all  honourable  members  an  oppor- 
ttmity  of  ascertaining  the  wishes  of  their 
constitaents  on  this  very  important  change. 
The  honourable  member  for  Kumara  accused 
the  Premier  of  inconsistency.  I  am  astonished 
that  the  honourable  gentleman  should  think  it 
necessary  to  do  that,  because  every  member  of 
this  House  who  has  watched  the  legislation  of 
the  Premier  for  the  last  nine  years  must  know 
that  it  has  been  one  huge  mass  of  inconsist- 
ency. His  legislation  does  not  last.  A  Bill  is 
passed  to-day  and  stands  perhaps  for  two  years, 
and  then  has  to  be  repealed.  He  has  utterly 
failed  to  grasp  the  question  of  a  proper  system 
of  local  government,  and  we  have  never  even 
had  on  attempt  at  local  legislation,  except  that 


I  which  was  made  by  the  late  Government.  We 
I  have  been  promised,  in  the  Financial  State- 
I  ment,  a  repeal  of  the  Crown  and  Native  Lands 
Rating  Act ;  but  I  have  seen  no  Bill  of  that 
kind  brought  down.  Does  the  honourable 
gentleman  mean  to  drop  that  portion  of  kis 
policy  ? 

Mr.  FISHER.— The  Bill  is  before  the  House 
now. 

Mr.  FISH.— Well,  I  have  not  seen  it ;  and  I 
am  glad  the  Government  are  not  going  to  drop 
that  portion  of  their  policy,  at  all  events.  The 
proposed  legislation  of  this  Government  this 
session  has  been  of  a  most  reactionary  charac- 
ter. Every  Bill  they  introduce  has  something 
of  the  character  of  what  the  free-thinkers  in 
this  colony  and  elsewhere  do :  it  tears  down 
something  that  is  good,  and  puts  nothing  in 
its  place  that  is  worth  the  name.  Everything 
is  altered  that  has  been  done  for  years  past, 
and  the  alterations  made  will  be,  in  many 
respects,  most  disastrous  to  the  prosperity  of 
the  country.  Some  years  ago  we  heara  of  the 
problem  of  ])overty  which  the  honourable  mem- 
ber was  going  to  bring  forward :  that  grand 
national  insurance  scheme  which  was  to  make 
everybody  prosperous.  Surely  there  could  be 
no  better  time  for  bringing  forward  this  scheme 
— which  has  been  lying  in  the  inner  chambers 
of  the  honourable  gentleman's  brain  for  the 
lost  few  years — than  the  present ;  and  yet  we 
hear  nothing  of  it.  With  regard  to  the  figures 
quoted  by  tho  Premier  as  to  the  number  of 
persons  represented  by  each  member  in  foreign 
countries,  those  figures,  if  they  prove  anything, 
prove  that  each  country  grants  representation 
to  the  people  according  to  their  local  wants. 
There  is  such  a  large  discrepancy  between  the 
numbers  of  persons  represented  in  those  conn- . 
tries  as  to  show  that  each  country  makes  its 
representation  according  to  the  wonts  of  the 
population.  I  have  said  that  I  am  pledged  to 
my  constituents  to  support  a  reduction  in  the 
number  of  members ;  but,  as  this  Bill  is  not 
necessary  to  be  passed  this  session,  and  as  the 
reduction  is  far  more  than  I  can  agree  to,  I 
shall  oppose  the  Bill. 

Mr.  TAIPUA. — Sir,  I  have  something  further 
to  say  before  the  House  goes  into  Committee 
on  this  Bill.  I  want  to  explain  why  I  object 
to  the  proposal  to  tack  on  the  South  Island  to 
a  portion  of  the  North  Island.  The  great  ob- 
jection to  that  proposal  is  that  the  district  will 
be  so  enormous  that  it  will  be  impossible  for 
any  one  member  to  go  all  over  it.  No  Native 
who  bos  to  represent  a  portion  of  the  North 
Island  will  have  time  at  his  disposal  or  ability 
to  cross  Cook  Strait  and  mquire  into  the  re- 
quirements and  wishes  of  the  people  of  the 
South  Island.  The  district  which  I  represent 
is  sufficiently  large  already.  It  extends  from 
Tauranga  to  .Auckland,  and  down  the  West 
Coast  to  Wellington.  Any  member  who  repre- 
sents that  district  properly  ought  to  be  a  man 
of  great  wealth,  a  man  like  our  present  Go- 
vernor, a  man  who  has  abundant  money  to 
spare.  The  Native  members,  being  poor  men, 
like  myself,  would  be  utterly  unable  to  do 
justice  to  that  large  district.    I  look  upon  this 
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as  one  of  the  main  objections  to  the  Bill. 
Another  matter  which  has  occurred  to  me  is 
this :  When  the  special  Maori  Bepresentation 
Act  was  passed  and  the  number  fixed  at  four, 
the  number  of  European  members  of  this 
House  was  very  much  smaller.  But  the 
European  representation  has  constantly  been 
increased,  while  the  Maori  members  have  re- 
msdned  the  same  in  number.  Now,  the  Go- 
yemment  advance  as  a  reason  for  reducing  the 
number  of  representatives  the  financial  con- 
dition of  the  colony  and  the  want  of  money. 
Speaking  to  the  policy  of  retrenchment,  I 
cordially  supported  the  proposal  of  the  Govern- 
ment to  reduce  the  honorarium;  I  willingly 
consented  to  a  reduction  of  the  money ;  but 
the  proposal  to  reduce  the  number  of  Native 
representatives  has  given  me  very  great  pain 
and  sorrow.  If  the  object  of  the  Giovemment 
in  taking  away  one  Maori  representative  be 
also  on  the  score  of  economy,  then  I  ask  the 
Government  to  make  a  further  reduction  in 
the  honorarium  paid  to  Native  members  instead. 
But  I  am  inclined  to  think  that  it  is  not  on  the 
score  of  economy  that  the  Government  propose 
to  take  away  one  of  the  Maori  members.  I  will 
explain  to  the  House  what  I  consider  to  be  the 
real  reason.  I  think  it  is  because  all  our  lands 
have  passed  away,  and  are  now  held  under 
Crown  grant.  If  all  the  lands  in  the  South 
Island  still  remained  in  the  hands  of  the 
Natives,  there  would  be  no  proposal  then  by 
the  Government  to  do  away  with  the  South 
Island  Native  member.  Seeing  it  is  be- 
cause all  the  lands  in  the  South  Island  are 
placed  under  the  metnogement  of  the  Public 
Trustee  that  the  Government  now  propose  to 
do  away  with  one  of  the  Native  members,  I  hope 
the  Government  will  not  consider  the  small 
number  of  Natives  who  live  in  the  South 
Island.  They  should  rather  bear  in  mind 
the  magnitude  of  the  claims,  the  grievances, 
and  the  troubles  of  the  Natives  of  that 
Island.  Do  not  let  the  Government  consider 
the  small  number  of  Natives  living  there,  but 
rather  let  them  consider  the  objections  to  mak- 
ing one  of  the  North  Island  representatives 
have  to  go  down  south  to  represent  the  Natives 
there.  The  district  will  be  much  too  large  for 
one  member  to  represent.  If  this  proposal  is 
carried,  the  Natives  in  the  South  Island  will 
be  without  representation.  They  will  not  be 
sufficiently  numerous  to  elect  any  man  they 
think  fit,  but  the  Natives  in  my  district  will 
elect  the  representative.  Rather  than  that 
one  of  our  members  should  be  taken  away,  I 
say  it  would  be  better  to  do  away  with  the 
jwwer  some  of  the  Natives  now  enjoy  to  vote 
for  Europeans.  It  would  be  better  for  those  of 
US  who  are  able  to  do  so  to  cease  to  vote  for 
Europeans  and  to  content  ourselves  with  power 
to  vote  for  Native  members  only.  If  the  Pre- 
mier does  not  see  his  way  to  accept  that  com- 
promise, he  had  better  tell  the  Native  members 
at  once  that  they  are  not  wanted  in  this  House ; 
and  they  will  leave.  That  would  be  better 
than  to  take  one  member  away  now,  another  in 
a  year's  time,  and  so  on.  I  beg  to  assure  mem- 
Jbers  of  this  House  that  this  proposal  gives  me  a 
Mr.  Taipua 


great  deal  of  trouble  and  regret.  The  honour- 
able member  for  the  Thames,  speaking  last 
night,  said  he  thought  it  would  be  far  better  if 
Maoris  and  Europeans  were  all  placed  on 
one  footing.  In  my  opinion  that  cannot  be  at 
present.  One  objection  to  that  state  of  things 
is,  that  no  European  would  be  found  support- 
ing the  candidature  of  a  Maori.  On  the  other 
band,  if  only  Europeans  are  returned  to  this 
House,  they  will  not  understand  the  Maori 
modes  of  thought  or  Maori  grievances,  and  tho 
Maoris  would  therefore,  practically  speaking, 
be  unrepresented.  Any  Maoris  having  a  griev- 
ance which  they  wish  to  bring  before  the 
European  representatives  of  their  district  will 
not  be  able  to  tell  those  Europeans  what  their 
wishes  are.  They  will  have  to  go  and  hunt  up 
an  interpreter  and  pay  him  something  for  com- 
municatmg  their  wishes.  That  is  one  objec- 
tion I  have  to  urge  against  the  Maoris  being 
represented  by  Europeans.  Another  objection 
is  that  the  Slaoris  will  always  be  outnumbered. 
Their  numbers  will  be  so  small  in  proportion  to 
the  votes  given  by  the  Europeans  that  they  will 
be  outvoted  in  every  way,  as  at  present  in 
Connty  Councils  and  Highway  Boards.  Hither- 
to wo  have  not  been  able  to  elect  any  of  our 
own  race  to  be  members  of  these  bodies,  be- 
cause they  are  always  outvoted  by  Europeans 
in  the  district.  Another  reason  why  we  shall 
not  be  represented  if  this  is  allowed  is  this : 
The  number  of  Europeans  in  our  district  is 
steadily  increasing,  and  we  shall  continue  to  be 
in  an  ever-decreasing  minority.  I  have  to  ex- 
press my  thanks  to  those  honourable  mem- 
bers from  the  South  Island  who  are  supporting 
us  in  our  endeavour  to  retain  our  representa- 
tion in  this  House. 

Dr.  PITCHETT.— I  did  not  speak  on  the 
second  reading  of  this  Bill,  but  I  should  like  to 
say  one  or  two  words  now  before  the  Bill  goes 
into  Committee.  I  listened  to  the  arguments 
on  both  sides,  and  it  struck  me  that  both  those 
for  and  those  against  the  Bill  are  somewhat 
conjectural  and  inconclusive.  One  argument 
advanced  in  favour  of  tho  reduction  is  based 
on  a  comparison  of  the  numbers  here  with  the 
numbers  elsewhere.  Those  honourable  gentle- 
men who  say  that,  because  the  United  States 
has  only  one  member  to  every  hundred  thou- 
sand inhabitants,  therefore  we  are  excessively 
represented  in  having  one  to  every  six  thousand, 
forget  the  particularly  effective  system  of  State 
and  local  govenmient  that  existe  in  that  part 
of  the  world,  a  system  that  renders  representa- 
tion in  Washington,  to  a  very  great  extent, 
unnecessary,  or,  rather,  enables  the  United 
States  Legislature  to  make  its  work  national, 
and  not  local.  So,  also,  in  Victoria  a  very 
eitective  form  of  county  government  exists, 
which  relieves  the  House  of  a  great  deal  of 
local  business.  Therefore  I  do  not  think  that 
much  argument  in  favour  of  the  Bill  can  be 
drawn  from  that.  On  the  otiter  hand  it  is 
urged  against  the  Bill  that  the  rights  of  demo- 
cracy will  be  invaded,  and  that  the  expenses 
of  elections  will  be  very  largely  increased. 
This  declaration  about  the  rights  of  democracy 
and   about   infringing   the   privileges  of   the 
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people  strikes  me  as  being  somewhat  fiatnlenti. 
Colonial  democracy  is  of  too  sturdy  a  growth 
to  be  endangered  by  the  reduction  contem- 
plated in  this  Bill,  nor  will  the  expense  be  so 
very  materially  increased.  There  is  nothing 
to  show  that  the  present  number  of  members 
is  the  fittest  that  can  be  conceived:  there  is 
no  sacred  number.  One  honourable  member 
complained  that  under  the  present  system  a 
man  has  to  travel  twenty-four  hours  in  a 
steamer.  I  fail  to  see  that  democracy  is  en- 
dangered or  the  expense  ruinously  increased  if  a 
man  under  the  new  system  has  to  travel  thirty 
hours.  Then,  there  is  this,  which  is  really 
at  the  root  of  the  whole  matter  :  V/c  are 
threshing  out  straw  the  whole  time.  This 
measure  was  exhaustively  diucnssed  in  the  lost 
Parliament,  and  it  is  nothing  but  threshing  out 
straw  to  discuss  it  again  now.  I  do  not  think 
a  single  vote  has  been  aSected  by  all  that  has 
been  said  on  this  measure,  or  would  bo  affected 
if  the  discussion  were  prolonged  for  hours.  In 
this  case  we  are  rather  following  than  at- 
tempting to  lead  public  opinion.  It  is  public 
opinion  which  has  led  to  the  introduction  of 
this  Bill,  and  it  is  public  opinion  that  insists 
on  its  being  passed.  I  think,  moreover,  that 
the  cause  of  complaint  which  has  been  so 
much  referred  to  this  afternoon  is  an  argu- 
ment in  favour  of  this  Bill.  It  is  written  that 
in  the  multitude  of  counsellors  there  is  wis- 
dom. That  might  have  been  so  in  the  time  of 
King  Solomon,  but  in  these  latter  days  I  am 
disposed  to  think  that  in  the  multitude  of 
members  there  is  talk.  During  the  short  time 
X  have  been  in  the  House  my  experience  is 
that  the  talk  is  in  inverse  ratio  to  the  work. 
I  do  not  accuse  those  honourable  gentlemen 
who  talk  most  of  talking  for  the  mere  soke  of 
talking;  but  I  do  say  this:  that,  from  the  very 
necessity  of  the  case,  the  more  members  there 
■ure  the  more  talk  there  must  be.  We  hear  one 
honourable  member  make  a  remark,  and  that 
incites  another  to  say  something  else,  and  so  it 
goes  on.  One  little  word  dropped  early  in  the 
sitting  causes  a  long  discussion  —  one  thing 
leading  on  to  another  indefinitely.  A  whole 
afternoon  may  be  wasted  through  a  mere 
casual  remark  dropped  by  the  Premier  or  some 
other  honourable  gentleman,  and  it  is  wasted 
in  such  a  way  that  no  one  can  be  blamed  for 
it.  I  do  not  think  any  individual  members  are 
to  blame  for  the  great  waste  or,  rather,  I  will 
say,  consumption  of  time  this  session.  It  is 
just  a  cose  of  there  being  so  much  inflammable 
material  in  little  heaps :  a  spark  lights  the 
first,  and  then  one  lights  the  other  till  the 
whole  House  is  in  a  blaze,  and  it  takes  a  day  to 
pnt  it  out.  Here  is  a  House  of  men  with  diver- 
gent opinions  and  a  trick  of  expressing  them, 
and  one  honourable  member  by  speaking  pro- 
vokes another  to  speak,  until  the  discussion 
has  gone  right  round.  By  lessening  the  talking- 
power  we  shall  increase  the  working  -  power. 
Sir,  this  Bill  should  be  passed,  because  the 
people  are  determined  it  shall  be  passed ;  but 
I  think  the  Premier  would  do  well  to  take  the 
most  effective  means  to  ascertain  whether  the 
opinion  of  the  people  in  favour  of  this  measure 


is  an  opinion  formed  on  mature  judgment  or 
on  a  mere  passing  caprice.  If  it  be  a  mere 
passing  caprice  we  should  not  proceed  further ; 
but,  if  they  are  deliberately  determined  to  have 
it,  the  Bill  should  become  law.  There  is  a 
great  difference  between  reduction  in  prospect 
and  reduction  in  practice.  I  would  suggest  to 
the  Premier  this  course :  that  the  Bill  be 
passed  through  Cominlltee,  and  that  then  the 
Commissioners  should  set  to  work  to  organize 
the  districts  under  the  Bill.  In  this  way  we 
should  all  have  an  opportunity,  during  the  re., 
cess,  of  going  to  our  constituents  with  a  map 
of  the  rearranged  districts  in  our  hands,  and 
we  could  then  ascertain  if  the  actual  operation 
of  the  Bill  met  with  the  approval  of  the  people 
or  not.  If  it  does,  we  can  pass  the  third  read- 
ing of  the  Bill,  and  it  will  come  into  opera- 
tion ;  but,  if  not,  wo  can,  next  session,  negative 
the  third  reading,  let  the  thing  drop,  and  no 
harm  will  be  done.  I  trust  the  Premier  will 
consider  seriously  the  wi.sdom  of  the  step  I 
suggest.  No  one  can  be  injured  by  it,  but  a 
great  injury  may  possibly  be  prevented  by  it. 
Whether  the  Bill  will  be  beneficial  in  its  opera- 
tion or  not  is  largely  a  matter  of  conjecture. 
For  my  own  part  I  favour  it ;  but  we  are  not 
able  to  speak  from  experience,  and  therefore 
we  may  possibly  be  actiug  unwisely  in  passing 
it  at  once.  A  little  time  for  further  reflection, 
and  some  experience,  may  show  us  the  un- 
wisdom. Passing  from  the  Bill  as  a  whole,  I 
wish  to  say  that  in  Committee  I  shall  endeavour 
to  get  inserted  a  clause  —  which  I  hope  the 
Government  will  assist  in  getting  carried — to 
amalgamate  the  city  constituencies.  I  do  not 
think  there  is  much  in  the  arguments  of  the 
honourable  member  for  Dunedin  South  against 
that  proposal.  It  seems  absurd  that  the  mere 
width  of  a  street  should  create  a  division  in  an 
electorate  where  there  is  perfect  community  of 
interests.  In  such  coses  I  do  not  see  why  the 
country  should  be  put  to  the  increased  trouble 
and  expense  that  a  multiplicity  of  electorates 
causes,  and  I  therefore  trust  the  House  will 
agree  to  amalgamate  the  city  electorates.  I 
know  that  in  Dunedin  the  feeling  in  favour 
of  it  is  very  strong,  and  I  believe  it  is  so  in 
the  other  cities.  I  trust  the  Government  will 
not  oppose  it.  One  word,  before  I  sit  down, 
as  to  the  proposals  of  this  Bill  specially  af- 
fecting the  Maoris.  I  sympathize  very  much 
with  what  the  Native  members  have  said  in 
protesting  against  the  abolition  of  the  South 
Island  Native  electorate.  It  has  been  sug- 
gested that  the  Natives  could  vote  for  European 
representatives :  but  that  would  simply  mean 
their  elimination  as  far  as  having  «bny  voice  or 
influence  in  this  House  is  concerned.  The 
Maoris  arc  a  separate  race  from  us,  with  dis- 
tinct institutions  of  their  own,  with  distinct 
modes  of  thought,  with  distinct  interests  ;  and 
if  they  are  not  represented  here  by  themselves 
they  will  not  be  represented  at  all.  I  trust  the 
House  will  not  countenance  the  insidious  pro- 
posal to  put  the  Maoris  and  the  Kuropeans  on 
the  same  footing,  because  that  would  be  an  in- 
genious method  of  eliminating  the  Maori  race 
— the  taking -away  of  their  political  power. 
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and  the  taking- away  of  their  lands,  and  their 
having  to  bo  maintained  by  the  State  as  pau- 
pers. I  strongly  xwotcst  against  the  taking-away 
of  the  South  Island  Native  seat.  There  is  oo 
symiwthy  and  no  coniniunity  of  interest  be- 
tween tlio  buuth  Island  Natives  and  those  in 
the  North  Island.  I  believe  there  is  more 
diversity  between  the  North  Island  Maoris  and 
those  in  the  South  then  there  is  between  the 
Maoris  and  the  Europeans.  If  the  Maoris  in 
the  South  are  not  represented  here  by  a  mem- 
ber of  their  own  they  will  not  be  represented  at 
all,  and  therefore  they  will  be  disfranchised.'  I 
trust  the  House  will  agree  with  the  contention 
of  the  Maori  members  thnt  the  Natives  should 
be  allowed  to  retain  their  present  number  of 
representatives.  They  wont  them  ;  there  ifi  no 
one  to  help  thpm  hero  unless  they  are  here  to 
help  themselves.  They  have  powerful  enemies 
in  this  House  and  out  of  it.  The  Maoris  should 
certainly  hav<;  their  present  full  quantum  of 
members  to  take  care  of  their  rights;  their 
little  influence  and  power  in  Parliament  should 
not  be  lessened,  for  in  their  own  interest  they 
-want  it  all. 

Mr.  PARATA.  —  Before  the  Bill  goes  into 
Committee,  I  have  something  further  to  say. 
I  am  altogether  opposed  to  the  present  mea- 
sure. It  reminds  mo  of  this :  of  a  man  being 
sentenced  to  be  hanged,  and  before  the  day 
fixed  for  execution  some  one  comes  and  takes 
him  to  where  the  rope  is  suspended  and  tells 
him  to  put  his  head  through  the  noose  and 
strangle  himself.  The  noose  being  prepared  to 
strangle  twenty -five  members  of  this  House, 
it  is  proposed  to  includo  one  of  the  Maori 
members  in  that  number.  This  proposal  is  to 
put  a  premature  end  to  a  number  of  members 
in  this  House.  The  Bill  is  not  to  come  into 
foroe  for  three  years,  and  therefore  it  puts  an 
end  to  those  honourable  mcmbcm  three  years 
before  their  time.  It  will  have  the  effect  of 
disheartening  those  honourable  members  who 
know  that  their  political  career  is  to  bo  cut 
short  in  three  years'  time,  and  will  deter  them 
from  doing  their  best  for  their  constituonts.  I 
will  now  speak  as  to  the  manner  in  which  the 
measure  affects  the  Native  people.  It  is  pro- 
posed, at  the  end  of  threo  years,  to  take  away 
the  Maori  representative  of  tho  South  Island, 
and  afterwards  there  can  only  be  three  Maori 
members  in  this  House.  The  honourable  mem- 
ber for  the  Western  Maori  District  has  already 
clearly  explained  to  the  Houso  that  it  would 
be  absolutely  impossible  for  him  or  any  person 
Tcpresenting  that  district  to  go  to  the  South 
Island  and  do  justice  to  tho  Natives  there. 
If  the  proposal  to  take  away  the  member  for 
the  South  Island  Natives  were  carried,  I  should 
earnestly  pray  that  the  Houso  would  strike  out 
the  South  Island  altogether,  and  leave  the  Na- 
tives there  without  any  representation.  The 
Maoris  in  that  district  will  then  ask  the  Oo- 
vcrnmeiit  to  return  to  them  tho  management 
of  their  lands,  and  that  no  Commissioners  or 
Europeans  of  any  kind  should  be  appointed  to 
administer  their  affairs;  they  will  insist  that  tho 
management  of  their  lands  shall  be  returned 
to  them,  and  no  longer  bo  left  in  tho  hands  of 
Dr.  FUchett 


tho  Public  Trustee.  There  is  a  Bill  before  the 
House  now  which  proposes  to  give  a  great  deal 
of  power  to  that  officer,  and  I  shall  consider  it 
my  duty  to  oppose  that  measure,  because  it  is 
not  just  to  the  Natives.  Sir,  I  had  intended 
when  the  Bill  went  into  Committee  to  move  cer- 
tain amendments,  but  I  have  just  been  informed 
of  a  fair  proposal,  by  way  of  compromise,  which 
has  been  suggested,  and  it  will  not  be  necessary 
for  me  to  detain  the  Houso  much  longer  with 
my  remarks.  Imaysay  this,  however:  that,  so 
far  as  the  good  of  the  Maoris  is  concerned,  the 
Maoris  derive  no  very  great  benefit  from  having 
representatives  sitting  in  this  House.  The 
main  thing,  however,  is  this :  that  they  should 
have  some  one  to  represent  them  in  tho  House. 
It  is  true  that,  if  the  Maori  members  of  this 
Houso  support  one  side,  complaint  will  be  made 
that  that  is  so.  It  is  truo  that  the  Native  mem- 
bers have  been  in  the  habit  of  voting  on  one 
side ;  but  tho  reason  for  their  doing  so  has  been 
this :  They  have  been  led  to  believe  that  the 
measures  for  which  they  voted  in  block  were 
for  the  benefit  of  their  people,  and  that  induced 
them  to  vote  in  that  manner.  But  the  fact  of 
their  having  done  so  has  often  been  used  as  an 
argument  against  their  being  in  this  House. 
But,  as  I  have  already  stated,  the  four  Maori 
members  cannot  do  much  for  the  benefit  of  the 
Natives  in  this  House,  bccauso  they  are  out- 
numbered by  the  ninety-one  European  repre- 
sentatives. If  it  be  proposed  to  take  awsy  one 
Native  member  for  the  sake  of  saving  £150,  I 
think  that  is  a  very  small  saving  to  be  con- 
sidered. Very  large  sums  of  public  money  aro 
wasted  and  spent  in  other  directions  which  are 
not  likely  to  prove  so  beneficial  to  the  colony. 
This  is  the  reason  why  I  think  the  Maori  Repre- 
sentation Act  should  not  be  interfered  with 
for  the  sake  of  .so  small  a  saving.  Seeing  that 
the  Maoris  are  represented  by  a  separate  Act,  I 
do  not  think  that  Act  should  be  repealed.  As, 
however,  the  honourable  gentleman  in  charge 
of  the  Bill  has  made  an  alteration,  I  have 
nothing  further  to  say  on  this  matter. 

Mr.  SEDDON. — Sir,  the  concluding  remarln 
of  the  last  speaker  point  clearly  to  some  ar- 
rangement having  been  come  to  as  between 
the  Government  and  the  Natives ;  and  I  will 
leave  it  to  the  Premier,  under  the  circum- 
stances, whether  it  would  not  be  right  that, 
whatever  compromise  has  been  promised  to 
them,  tho  Houso  should  bo  taken  into  his  con- 
fidence ;  and  I  trust  that  when  the  honourable 
gentleman  at  tho  head  of  the  Government  is 
replying  be  will  give  tho  House  the  explana- 
tion which,  I  think,  in  justice  should  bo  given. 

Major  ATKINSON.— I  will  do  so. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— I  must  say  this.  Sir :  It  is 
to  be  regretted  somewhat  that  arrangements  of 
that  nature  sliould  be  mode  as  between  mem- 
bers of  the  House  and  tho  Government  when  a 
Bill  has  been  debated,  when  others  have  de- 
hated  it  the  same  as  I  have,  and  have  taken 
objection  to  that  particular  part  of  the  Bill.  I 
think  any  compromise  or  arrangement  that  it 
made  should  be  mado  on  the  floor  of  tho  House, 
after  the  matter  has  been  considered  by  the 
Government,  when  the  head  of  the  Qovero- 
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ment  should  tell  the  whole  House,  and  not  any 
private  member  who  is  specially  interested  in 
the  arrangement.  I  believo  other  concessions 
have  been  asked  for ;  and,  if  the  Premier  had 
only  consulted  honourable  members  and  met 
them  in  a  fair  and  impartial  manner  in  regard 
to  the  objections  made  by  myself  and  others  to 
the  Bill  as  it  now  stands,  a  great  deal  of  time 
could  have  been  saved,  and  would  have  been 
saved.  The  honourable  gentleman  at  the  head 
of  the  Goveniment  must  be  aware  that  there 
are  specific  objections,  and  it  is  not  the  Bill  as 
a  whole  that  many  object  to.  There  are  spe- 
cific grounds  on  which  honourable  members 
object,  which  were  pointed  out  by  them  during 
the  debate  yesterday.  The  position  in  which  I 
saw  this  Bill  to-day  was  at  the  head  of  the 
Order  Paper,  and  that  proved  to  me  conclu- 
sively that  the  Premier  had  laid — if  I  may  use 
tho  term — a  trap ;  that  ho  was  desirous  of  en- 
trapping members  on  this  side  of  the  HouEO. 
He  wanted  it  to  be  said,  if  we  walked  into  this 
trap,  that  we  were  guilty  of  obstruction  and 
wanted  to  delay  business ;  and  he  wanted  to 
make  capital  of  what  ho  was  doing  in  the 
eyes  of  the  country.  But  I  say  this :  I  will 
fight  if  fighting  ia  necessary,  and  I  will  speak 
when  I  think  that  to  speak  may  be  of  good 
service;  but  I  will  not  wilfully  and  blindly 
walk  into  a  trap,  which  I  believo  this  to  be. 
What  other  reasons  could  there  be  for  the 
Premier  to  have  placed  this  Bill  at  the 
head  of  the  Order  Paper  to-day?  We  have 
several  measures  of  equal  importance  —  I  be- 
lieve, of  greater  importance  —  that  we  passed 
some  weeks  ago,  to  bo  considered  in  Com- 
mittee. Two  or  three  of  them  were  passed 
at  the  end  of  last  week,  and  we  have  seen 
nothing  more  of  them ;  I  find  they  are  below 
tho  others  on  the  Order  Paper.  We  last  week 
passed  tho  Government  Kaiiways  Bill,  and  I 
find  it  is  the  second  order  of  the  day  for  to-day. 
Why  was  not  that  put  at  the  head  of  the  Order 
Paper?  Why  should  the  House  not  go  into 
Committee  on  that  Bill  if  it  was  not,  as  I  have 
said,  that  the  Premier  desired  to  provoke  us, 
as  it  were,  to  hostility  by  bringing  up  the  He- 
presentation  Bill  to  the  top  of  the  Order  Paper? 
The  matter  is,  to  my  mind,  of  too  much  im- 
portance to  be  treated  in  this  manner.  What 
I  may  say  upon  the  Bill,  so  far  as  its  further 
progress  is  concerned,  will  be  in  tho  direction 
of  criticizing  it  in  a  fair  and  impartial  way, 
and  not  with  a  view  of  provoking  hostility  from 
the  Government  or  those  wlio  are  acting  with 
the  Government,  but  with  a  view  to  letting  the 
people  in  the  Colony  of  New  Zealand  know 
that  by  the  passing  of  this  measure  they  are 
being  deprived  of  their  just  rights,  and  that,  if 
it  be  passed,  and  the  reduction  of  members  as 
mentioned  in  the  Bill  become  law,  a  large 
portion  of  Kew  Zealand  will  be  without  its 
representation.  I  say  without  representation; 
— and  a  serious  wrong  is  being  done.  Another 
thing  which  struck  me  as  rather  peculiar  was 
the  form  of  the  motion  moved  by  the  Premier. 
I  believe  the  motion  now  before  the  Chair — and 
yon  will  correct  me,  Sir,  if  I  am  wrong — is  that 
the  House  go  into  Committee  "  presently  "  on 


this  Bill.  Kow,  there  is  a  taunt  in  that  phrase 
"  to  go  into  Committee  presently."  That  means 
that,  if  we  carried  tho  motion  without  debate, 
the  next  three  orders  would  be  attended  by  the 
same  motion,  that  they  should  be  committed 
"  presently."  I  ask,  is  it  reasonable,  or  treat- 
ing the  subject  with  that  importance  which 
it  demands,  that  the  Premier  should  move 
that  motion,  and  ask  tho  House  to  consider 
any  other  Bill  in  Committee  this  evening? 
Surely,  in  the  case  of  a  Bill  of  so  much  im- 
portance, considering  the  amendments  which 
have  been  given  notice  of,  it  would  have 
been  quite  sufficient  for  the  Premier  had  he 
simply  moved  the  question  that  the  House  do 
go  into  Committee  on  tho  Bill.  But  it  was 
made  "presently  "  to  taunt.  It  was  done  with 
that  view  by  the  Premier,  and  ho  wished  still 
further  to  provoke  hostility.  I  have  said  I  will 
not  bo  provoked  into  obstruction  as  far  as  this 
Bill  is  concerned,  but  I  shall  debate  it  on  its 
merits,  and  say  what  I  have  to  say  fearlessly ; 
and  with  a  view  of  profiting  the  country  I  may, 
at  this  stage  of  my  remarks,  notify  that  I  intend 
to  move  as  on  amendment  to  the  motion  of  the 
Premier  the  following  :  "  That  it  is  inadvisable 
that  the  Representation  Bill  proceed  further 
than  its  second  reading  until  the  establishment 
of  some  suitable  form  of  local  self-government 
shall  have  rendered  dependence  on  Parliament 
for  local  works  unnecessary."  Hod  I  moved  a 
direct  motion  that  the  further  consideration 
of  this  Bill  should  be  postponed,  the  Premier 
might  have  taken  objection  to  an  amendment 
of  that  kind,  and  have  made  the  consideration 
of  this  question  a  party  question.  The  rule  of 
party  would  bo  that  they  must  vote  with  the 
Government ;  but.  Sir,  in  moving  this  amend- 
ment, I  would  point  out  that  we  simply  say  that 
at  this  stage  of  public  business,  at  this  stage  of 
the  session,  and  considering  that  there  are 
other  measures  of  greater  importance  to  be 
brought  forward,  it  would  bo  well  if  this  Bill 
should  go  no  further  than  its  second  read- 
ing. But  we  do  more  than  that.  By  proposing 
this  amendment  wo  put  before  the  country 
and  before  the  Government  the  fact  that, 
in  tho  opinion  of  this  House,  a  question  of 
essential  importance  to  be  now  considered 
is  that  of  local  self-government.  I  take  it  to 
be  of  far  greater  importance  to  deal  with  that 
question  than  to  pass  legislation  which  is  not 
required  to  have  effect  for  three  years  to 
come.  What  is  required  at  tho  present  time 
is  that  we  should  apply  ourselves  to  the 
serious  consideration  of  the  financial  affairs 
of  New  Zealand.  Wo  know  that  a  wrong 
exists,  and  it  is  our  right  and  duty  to  apply 
a  remedy;  but  I  believe  that  to  pass  this 
measure  would  be  more  iniquitous  and  a 
greater  wrong  to  the  colony  than  was  the 
abolition  of  the  provinces  in  1875.  Underlying 
this  Bill  there  is  a  far  greater  principle  than 
there  was  underlying  our  legislation  at  the  time 
of  abolition ;  but  we  are  just  met  on  similar 
grounds  in  reference  to  the  passing  of  this  mea- 
sure to  those  we  were  met  with  wben  the  pro- 
vinces were  abolished.  We  were  told  that  in 
place  of  the  Provincial  Councils  tho  Government 
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yrould  provide  local  self-goTemment  of  a  more 
satisfaotoiy  and  less  costly  character.  The 
Premier  was  then  a  member  of  a  Ministry  that 
told  the  House  that  the  time  bad  arrived  when 
there  should  never  be  heard  in  this  House  the 
name  of  a  road  or  a  bridge.  But  since  the 
abolition  of  the  provi&ces  it  has  been  nothing 
but  roads  and  bridges  in  this  House.  It  has 
been  a  question  of  constantly  raising  money  and 
diverting  it  from  legitimate  purposes  to  political 
purposes ;  and  that  has  been  the  curse  of  New 
Zealand.  So  it  will  be  if  we  pass  this  measure 
in  its  present  form.  If  passed  it  will  have  just 
as  bad  an  effect  as  the  abolition  of  the  provinces. 
A  return  laid  on  the  table  the  other  day  showed 
the  administrative  cost  cf  local  government 
throughout  New  Zealand ;  and  what  does  it 
prove?  If  any  honourable  gentleman  would 
take  the  trouble  to  read  it  he  would  see  there 
is  an  amount  with  respect  to  local-government 
expenditure  which  would  be  quite  sufficient,  if 
saved,  to  make  tlie  deficiency  that  exists  in  the 
colonial  finances  at  the  present  time.  Local 
government  we  have  none.  The  local  govern- 
ment that  we  have  has  a  tendency  to  increase 
in  cost.  Instead  of  decreasing  the  number  of 
local  bodies  we  are  increasing  them.  Every 
little  centre  is  crying  out  for  decentralisation 
in  order  that  it  may  have  its  own  little  local 
body,  thus  creating  extra  cost  of  administra- 
■  tion.  The  number  of  local  bodies  is  constantly 
increasing,  and  the  number  of  members  is  con- 
stantly increasing.  We  have  Land,  Educa- 
tion, Boad,  Biver,  Harbour,  and  Chaiitable- 
aid  Boards,  County  Cowicils,  School  Com- 
mittees, and  so  on — why,  their  name  is  legion. 
That  is  all  running  away  with  the  public 
money.  There  is  no  tendency  at  all  to  stop 
this  sort  of  thing.  We  had  the  Koads  and 
Bridges  Construction  Act,  and  I  would  say  to 
the  Premier  that  that  measure  was  a  most 
useful  measure,  and  if  it  had  been  carried  out 
it  would  have  met  the  requirements  of  the 
colonists  in  the  sparsely-settled  districts ;  but 
it  was  abused. 

_Major  ATKINSON.— You  supported  a  Go- 
vernment whose  cardinal  point  it  was  to  repeal 
that  Act. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— The  Premier  does  mo  an 
injustice,  because  I  was  one  of  those  who  voted 
against  the  repeal  of  that  measure,  and  I  may 
toll  the  Premier  that  I  went  so  far  as  to  say 
that  if  the  then  Government  pushed  on  that  re- 
pealing measure,  and  another  measure  which 
was  introduced  by  them  in  the  same  direction, 
I  would  sever  my  connection  with  the  party. 
I  am  not  saying  anything  I  cannot  prove.  I 
regarded  that  measure  as  the  most  perfect 
that  has  been  introduced,  so  far  as  local- 
government  works  are  concerned,  since  the 
abolition  of  the  provinces.  But  the  lost 
shred  of  what  was  given  to  the  country  at  the 
time  of  passing  that  measure  has  now  gone. 
Then  we  had  the  introduction  of  the  Local 
Bodies'  Finance  and  Powers  Bill,  and  we  had 
the  Local  Bodies'  Loans  Bill  and  the  Govern- 
ment Loans  to  Local  Bodies  Bill ;  and  then 
we  were  to  have  the  local  finance  placed  on  a 
satisfactory  footing  by  subsidies.  We  find  now 
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that  these  subsidies  are  withdrawn,  a  reduc- 
tion to  the  extent  of  one-half  is  made,  and  I 
suppose  that  the  whole  of  the  measures  dealing 
with  local  self-government  will  be  swept  away; 
and  we  are  to  have  nothing  in  their  place.  But 
we  have  this  Bill,  and  if  it  is  carried  we  shall 
take  from  the  people  the  last  opportunity  they 
have  of  getting  their  local  wants  attended  to. 
I  cannot  be  a  party  to  legislation  in  this  direc- 
tion, particularly  when  I  remember  that  the 
people  themselves  are  not  aware  of  what  is  going 
on.  I  say  that  advisedly.  What  knowledge  have 
they  in  the  remoter  parts  of  the  colony  that 
the  number  of  the  members  of  this  House  is 
to  be  reduced  to  seventy?  What  knowledge 
have  they  of  the  proposal,  which  has  been 
given  notice  of  to-day,  that  the  number  shall 
be  reduced  to  fifty?  Are  we  to  be  parties 
to  legislation  of  that  kind,  when  the  people 
do  not  know  of  what  is  proposed  ?  Why, 
there  is  hardly  a  member  of  this  House  who 
knows  what  the  effect  will  be.  There  is  no 
provision  in  the  Bill  for  the  readjustment  of 
the  electoral  boundaries.  Surely  that  point 
requires  consideration.  There  is  nothing  here 
to  provide  that  there  shall  be  a  census  taken 
before  the  Act  is  put  into  operation.  If  the 
Bill  comes  into  operation  as  proposed,  it  will 
come  into  force  just  a  year  before  there  will  be 
a  census.  K  great  injustice  was  done  to  some 
parts  of  the  colony  in  having  the  representa- 
tion as  it  is  now  fixed  on  the  last  census. 
There  are  many  parts  of  the  colony  that  were 
entitled  to  more  representation  them  they  have 
under  the  Act  of  last  session.  That  is  a  point 
tliat  should  have  engaged  the  attention  of  the 
Government  before  they  brought  this  Bill  in. 
It  is  not  too  late  yet  for  the  Government  to 
consider  the  points  that  I  have  just  raised. 
Then,  there  is  the  question,  raised  by  the  mem- 
ber for  Waikato,  What  quota  ore  the  country 
districts  to  have  so  as  to  equalise  them  with 
the  towns  ?  That  is  a  most  important  point.  I 
put  it  to  the  country  members  and  to  the  town 
members :  is  that  question  to  bo  reopened  1  We 
know  what  the  quota  in  the  case  of  town  and 
country  districts  now  is,  but  we  do  not  know 
what  may  occur  if  this  BiU  gets  into  Com- 
mittee. If  the  country  members  are  strong,  it 
may  be  altered  as  is  proposed  by  the  honour- 
able mem,ber ;  if  the  town  members  are  the 
stronger,  the  quota  in  force  at  the  present  time 
may  be  reduced.  The  Bill,  so  far  as  it  goes, 
is  silent  upon  that  point ;  and  I  ask,  is  it 
fair  that,  having  settled  this  matter  last 
session,  it  should  now  be  reopened  ?  I 
think  that  the  Government  should  give  us 
a  decided  intimation  as  to  the  course  that 
they  intend  to  pursue.  Will  they  support 
the  proposal  of  the  honourable  member  for 
Waikato?  Being  a  Government  supporter,  I 
dare  say  that  there  are  a  good  many  men  on 
that  side  who  will  assist  him ;  but  then,  again, 
the  Government  have  a  large  town  representa- 
tion behind  them  who  may  object  to  this  pro- 
posal, and  it  may  be  that  we  who  live  in  the 
country  districts  shall  find  that  we  have  lost  the 
quota  that  wo  have  at  the  present  time.  It  is 
on  account  of  this  uncertainty  that  I  say  ft 
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seiioos  wrong  may  be  done  to  the  people,  «nd 
I  say  that  it  is  wrong  to  throw  a  BiU  down  on 
the  floor  of  this  House  and  raise  again  feel- 
ings of  jealousy  and  ill-feeling  that  oan  only 
demoralise  the  House,  and  especially,  I  say,  it 
is  wrong  to  do  it  at  a  time  when  there  is  no 
necessity  for  it.  Three  years  hence  would  be 
plenty  of  time  to  deal  with  it.  There  is  no 
necessity  to  deal  with  it  now,  just  at  the  com- 
mencement of  a  new  Parliament.  Seeing  that 
there  are  measures  of  far  greater  importance 
awaiting  our  consideration,  it  would  be  well  for 
all  parties  if  this  matter  had  been  let  alone  for 
the  present.  Then,  as  this  matter  has  been 
brought  before  us,  I  would  say  that  there  is 
another  question  which  should  be  dealt  with. 
In  the  mining  districts — and  the  Minister  of 
Justice  will  bear  me  out  in  this — we  have  a  far 
greater  percentage  of  adult  population  than  is 
seen  in  any  other  part  of  the  colony.  The 
electoral  rolls  for  the  mining  constituencies 
prove  conclusively  that  it  is  so.  If  you  want 
further  proof  take  the  elections ;  take  the  num- 
ber of  votes  that  were  polled  at  the  contested 
elections  in  the  mining  districts,  and  you  will 
find  that  they  showed  much  heavier  polling 
than  in  any  of  the  other  districts  of  the  colony. 
That  shows  that  we  have  a  large  adult  male 
population.  Then,  we  have  a  greater  popula- 
tion of  producers ;  and  that  is  a  matter  that 
oaght  to  weigh  with  the  House.  They  are  pro- 
ducers  and  tfaey  are  large  consumers,  and  tney 
have  not,  and  will  not  hove  under  the  pro- 
visions of  this  Bill,  that  amount  of  representa- 
tion which  they  are  fairly  entitled  to.  I  mean 
to  move,  when  this  BiU  goes  into  Committee, 
in  the  direction  of  giving  them  fairer  repre- 
sentation. I  am,  however,  prepared  to  accept 
the  position  as  it  now  is ;  but,  if  we  are  forced 
to  go  on  with  this  Bill,  I  will  do  what  I  con- 
sider is  right  to  the  people  who  sent  me 
here,  by  endeavouring  to  secure,  so  for  as 
I  am  able,  that  in  the  mining  districts  the 
population  necessary  to  secure  a  member  shall 
be  less  than  in  other  parts  of  the  colony ; 
and.  Sir,  I  simply  claim  that  on  account  of 
their  having  a  greater  male  population  and  a 
greater  number  of  producers  and  consumers. 
Now,  then,  as  to  the  division  that  was  mode  by 
the  Commissioners.  Did  that  give  satisfac- 
tion ?  Was  it  carried  out  as  it  was  intended 
when  the  Representation  Act  was  passed  last 
session  ?  I  will  undertake  to  say  that  there  is 
not  a  single  member  of  the  House  who  was 
here  previously  who  will  admit  that  the  altera- 
tion of  the  boundaries  of  his  electorate  has  not 
disturbed  that  confidence  and  good  feeling  that 
should  exist  between  the  representative  and 
those  whom  he  represents.  I  do  not  think 
there  is  one  member  who  can  say  that  he  waa 
satisfied  with  the  divisions  that  were  made. 
Then,  again,  I  would  ask,  has  the  law  been 
given  efiect  to  as  it  was  intended  to  be  by  the 
Legislature  ?  Has  there,  in  the  electoral  dis- 
tricts, been  community  of  interest,  and  have 
the  natural  boundaries,  taking  into  considera- 
tion the  geographical  features  of  the  country, 
been  dealt  with  in  a  manner  satisfactory  to  the 
House  or  the  colony?    I  say,  unhesitatingly. 


no.  Why,  there  is  one  member  here  who  told 
us  that  there  were  three  centres  within  his 
electorate ;  that  each  differed  so  much  from 
the  others  that  neither  one  nor  the  other  put 
Txp  a  candidate,  and  that,  owing  to  disumon, 
owing  to  the  want  of  community  of  interest  as 
between  the  three  sections,  they  allowed  an  out- 
sider to  walk  into  the  House  without  a  oontest. 
Is  that  representation  on  a  fair  basis  ?  What 
did  tho  Minister  of  Justice  tell  as  yesterday  ? 
Is  he  satisfied  with  the  eleotoral  boundaries  of 
the  districts  in  Otago  ?  Clearly  not.  He  told 
us  that  the  division  had  been  made  without 
community  of  interest  having  been  studied, 
and  I  think  he  said  that,  as  the  law  stood,  it 
was  impossible  to  have  tho  boundaries  made 
so  as  to  include  community  of  interest.  If  this 
applies  when  we  have  one  representative  to 
to  every  6,000  of  population,  how  much  more 
will  it  apply  when  wo  have  one  representative 
to  every  9,000  of  population  ?  This  contention 
is  unanswerable,  and  there  should  be  clearly 
proved  to  the  House  and  the  colony  the  abso- 
lute necessity  for  the  wrench  that  you  intend 
to  give,  before  it  is  given.  There  have  been  no 
arguments  given  why  we  should  do  what  is  in- 
tended to  be  done  by  tho  passing  of  this  mea- 
sure. I  say,  again,  that  the  electors  and  the 
candidates  should  come  face  to  face.  There  is 
nothing  like  the  public  platform,  the  friendly 
meeting  that  takes  place,  and  the  mutual  in- 
terchange of  confidence  or  of  opinion  during  an 
election ;  and  I  say  that  if  you  carry  the  mea- 
sure before  us  and  reduce  the  number  of  mem- 
bers to  seventy  it  is  impossible  that  the  candi- 
dates and  electors  can  come  face  to  face.  In 
that  case,  what  is  the  inevitable  result?  The 
result  is  this  :  that  the  Press  of  the  colony  will 
wield  a  tremendous  power  during  elections, 
because  those  who  do  not  meet  the  candidate 
must  and  do  read,  and  will  be  biassed  and 
swayed  by  what  they  read.  The  Premier,  I 
believe,  knows  full  well  that  the  pstssing  of  this 
measure  will  have  that  efiect,  and,  at  the  pre- 
sent moment,  he  and  those  who  are  with  him 
have  the  Press  of  the  colony  supporting  them. 
The  Premier  knows  the  power  that  the  Press 
wields,  and  that  that  power  will  be  used  to  the- 
benefit  of  himself  and  his  party  ;  hence  he  does 
not  even  wish  that  honourable  members  should 
meet  their  constituents.  He  told  us  the  other 
day  that  it  was  the  duty  of  honourable  mem- 
bers to  see  their  constituents  at  least  once  every 
year;  but  I  say  ho  is  blowing  hot  and  cold, 
because  he  is  making  it  next  to  impossible  for 
a  member  or  even  a  candidate  to  see  the  whole 
of  his  electors.  I  said  that  the  Press  bad  great 
power  for  good  or  evil.  I  do  not  wish  to  cavil 
with  the  Press  of  New  Zealand.  I  have  said  on 
the  floor  of  this  House  and  elsewhere  that  New 
Zealand  might  well  be  proud  of  its  Press ;  but 
I  do  say  this :  that,  owing  to  the  depression 
which  has  existed,  the  Press  has  taken  a  too 
gloomy  view  of  the  situation,  and,  biassed  by 
that  view,  I  think  they  have  in  this  case  re- 
commended a  reduction  of  members,  and  havo 
impressed  upon  their  readers  that  which,  in  the 
long-run,  will  prove  injurious  to  the  oolony.  I 
do  not  say,  and  I  will  not  have  it  said,  that  the 
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Press  is  corrupt ;  but  I  do  say  that  the  Press 
at  the  present  time  in  the  colony  is  swayed, 
and,  in  some  instances,  influenced,  by  those 
whom  I  may  term  the  importers — those  in- 
terested in  land  transactions,  and  those  inter- 
ested in  financial  institutions.  I  do  believe 
that  tliey  have  had  greater  weight  with  the 
Press  than  have  the  people  generally ;  and, 
feeling  that,  and  that  more  power  will  be  given 
to  the  Press  by  the  passing  of  this  measure,  I 
would  ask  that  the  Press  should  have  au  oppor- 
tunity of  reflecting  what  the  full  effect  of  this 
measure  will  be  if  it  becomes  law.  I  know 
several  coses  where  some  of  the  leading  jour- 
nals, that  during  and  shortly  after  the  elections 
advocated  the  reduction  of  the  number  of 
members,  have  since  that  time  altered  their 
opinions.  If  time  is  given  and  fair  attention 
is  paid  to  the  retrenchment  that  is  necessary, 
and  to  placing  the  finances  of  the  colony  in  a 
sound  position,  I  will  undertake  to  say  that  the 
Press  will  see  that  it  is  inadvisable,  under  the 
existing  circumstances,  to  have  the  reduction 
in  the  number  of  members  that  is  mentioned 
in  this  measure.  As  I  said,  the  Press  had  great 
power  during  the  elections,  and  I  believe  that 
that  power  was  used  in  some  instances  to  the 
detriment  of  the  people  of  the  colony ;  but  for 
this  I  do  not  blame  the  Press  to  the  same 
extent  as  I  blame  those  partisans  who  very 
skilfully  and  adroitly  threw  dust  into  the 
eyes  of  the  people,  and  especially  into  the 
eyes  of  the  working-men  and  of  the  middle- 
classes  of  this  colony.  In  some  instances 
we  found  tho  working-men  voting  with 
those  who  represented  the  wealthy  financial 
institutions  and  the  landed  interests  and  the 
absentees,  to  secure  the  return  of  particular 
candidates.  What  was  the  bond  of  union? 
Was  it  in  the  interest  of  the  working  -  men, 
was  it  in  the  interest  of  trade  or  of  local  in- 
dustries, that  they  were  working  together? 
No ;  the  artisans  were  simply  being  used. 
Why,  Sir,  in  one  election  in  Wellington  a 
gentleman  in  a  very  good  position  here  said  to 
me,  "  I  went,  in  the  interests  of  one  of  the 
candidates,  to  the  committee  to  see  how  it  was 
formed.  I  took  two  or  three  with  me.  We 
had  a  look  into  the  room ;  it  was  quite  enough 
for  us — too  much  working-man,  We  left  them 
and  formed  an  outside  committee  and  worked 
with  them.  They  did  not  know  it,  but  we 
jointly  returned  our  man."  And  Wellington  is 
not  the  only  place  whore  the  same  thing  was 
done.  Then,  I  ask  the  question,  what  was  tho 
reason  for  it  ?  The  reason  was  this :  that  they 
desired  to  secure  the  return  to  this  House  of 
members  pledged  to  support  that  which,  to  my 
mind,  is  contrary  to  the  welfare  of  the  colony. 
And,  Sir,  they  have  succeeded.  First  of  all, 
they  had  the  power  of  the  Press  with  them. 
Then,  dust  was  thrown  into  the  eyes  of  the 
bulk  of  the  people,  and  of  the  working-classes 
in  particular,  and  we  have  now  the  result  of 
this  wrong-doing.  We  have  Bill  after  Bill 
brought  on  the  floor  of  this  House,  the  ten- 
dencies of  which,  and  the  effect  of  which,  will 
do  a  wrong  for  all  time.  I  hold  that  we  have 
hod  ten  years  of  fair,  good,  honest,  solid  work 
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done  in  the  interests  of  the  people ;  and  now, 
at  one  session,  before  even  the  Press  or  the 
House  has  had  time  to  reflect,  and  before  the 
people  are  awakened  to  the  fact.  Bill  after 
Bill,  measure  after  measure,  is  to  be  put  through 
this  House  without  fair  consideration  being 
given  to  them;  and  if  we  attempt  to  give  them 
fair  consideration  or  to  debate  them  wo  are 
told  that  we  are  guilty  of  obstruction.  No 
argument  has  been  used  on  the  other  side  at 
all.  There  is  nothing  but  the  "  hob-nailed 
boot :"  "  It  must  go  through :  I  have  a  majo- 
rity. How  dare  you  obstruct  I  How  dare  yon 
speak  your  mind  I  Be  silent.  Sir  I "  And  there 
is  a  subservient  majority  who,  without  rhyme 
or  reason,  without  themselves  being  able  to  give 
a  reason  for  the  action  they  take,  are  voting 
by  fifty  at  a  time  for  the  passing  of  these 
measures.  I  undertake  to  say  that  if  time 
were  given  for  reflection,  and  if  members  of 
this  House  were  to  go  back  to  their  con- 
stituents, and  were  asked  at  meetings  of  their 
constituents  to  give  the  reasons  for  some  of 
their  votes,  they  would  not  be  in  a  position 
to  do  so ;  and  they  would  come  back  to  the 
House  next  session  and  be  only  too  glad  to  undo 
that  which  they  are  doing  now;  and,  instead 
of  saying  that  those  who  wish  fairly  to  debate 
these  measures  are  obstructionists,  I  believe 
they  would  tender  to  us  their  sincere  thanks 
for  having  pointed  out  the  wrong  that  was 
being  done.  Shall  I  give  a  further  proof  of 
how  things  were  worked  at  the  last  elections? 
There  was  what  was  known  as  the  Financial 
Beform  Association.  I  saw  one  of  the  schedules 
of  questions  submitted  to  each  candidate  by 
that  association ;  and  I  saw  the  name  of  the 
candidate  signed  to  it  with  answers  "  Yes  "  or 
"  No,"  as  the  case  might  be,  or  an  expression  of 
doubt  where  there  was  a  doubt  involved,  al- 
though I  am  bound  to  say  that,  in  the  instance 
I  saw,  the  answers  wore  very  straightforward. 
And  what  was  the  meaning  of  that  ?  It  meant 
that  that  association  was  composed  of  im- 
porters ;  of  those  who  represent  the  absentee 
mterests  in  this  colony  ;  of  those  who  have 
filched  from  the  people  the  land  of  the  colony. 

Mr.  MONK. — In  what  part  of  the  colonv  ? 

Mr.  SEDDON.— In  Auckland. 

Mr.  MONK.— Then  it  is  not  true. 

Mr.  SEDDON. — Sir,  I  have  had  an  expression 
used  to  me  on  the  floor  of  this  House  which 
ought  not  to  have  been  used,  and  I  ask  that  it 
may  be  withdrawn. 

Mr.  SPEAKEK.— The  honourable  member 
who  used  that  expression  is  not  at  liberty  to 
apply  such  a  remark  to  another  honourable 
member,  and  it  must  be  withdrawn. 

Mr.  MONK.  — I  did  not  apply  it  to  the 
honourable  member,  but  I  used  it  because  he 
was  not  acquainted  with  this  association,  and 
I  am. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— An  honourable  gentleman 
on  my  right  says  that  it  is  true.  I  do  not  apply 
these  words  to  the  honourable  gentleman  offen- 
sively, but  I  believe  it  to  be  true,  absolutely 
true,  beoau.90  in  other  parts  of  the  colony  we 
know  individual  members  of  this  association, 
and  I  know  that  the  institutions  I  have  referred 
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to  were  chiefly  lepresented  on  it.  The  fact  is 
that  the  Premier  of  the  colony  has  now  in  his 
Cabinet-room  a  list  of  every  candidate's  answers 
to  that  schedule,  and  he  has  nothing  to  do  but 
to  turn  to  their  speeches  and  to  those  answers, 
and  they  ore  boond  and  gagged  by  the  pledges 
they  have  given.  It  is  an  absolute  minority, 
representing  an  enormous  power,  and  that 
power  has  been  used  to  return  certain  members ; 
and,  as  they  have  given  those  pledges  hastily, 
they  have  been  trapped,  and  that  power  is  used 
in  passing  this  and  other  measures  to  the  detri- 
ment of  the  bulk  of  the  jieople ;  and  we  are 
asked  to  be  silent,  and  to  sit  down  tamely  and 
let  this  be  done  without  protesting  against  it. 
Uy  nature  will  not  allow  me  to  do  that.  I  say 
that  any  honourable  member  who  sits  in  this 
House  after  obtaining  his  scat  in  that  way  is 
failing  in  his  duty  to  himself  as  an  honest 
man  in  being  bound  by  pledges  so  extracted. 
I  say  the  questions  submitted  in  that  paper  are 
degrading,  and  I,  as  a  public  man,  believe  that 
there  ore  a  great  majority  in  this  House  who 
refused,  under  circumstances  of  such  a  nature, 
to  answer  the  queries  put  by  that  association. 
Why  did  not  that  association  send  its  repre- 
sentatives on  to  the  public  platform  to  put 
these  questions?  Because  they  did  not  dare 
to  do  so ;  becaase  they  knew  that  the  working- 
men,  the  bulk  of  the  people,  would  have  known 
the  moving  spirit  behind,  and  that  any  candi- 
date who  had  received  such  support  or  given 
such  answers  as  were  given  in  that  schedule 
would  be '  at  the  bottom  of  the  poll  on  the 
election-day.  Therefore  there  are  circum- 
stances connected  with  the  position  in  which 
the  House  is  placed  to-night  to  have  the  right 
to  be  publicly  stated ;  and  I  state  them  not 
with  a  view  of  obstruction,  but  with  a  view  to 
ask  honourable  members  to  reason  the  thing 
to  themselves  before  they  commit  the  colony 
to  the  certain  detriment  to  be  caused  by  this 
measure.  Yesterday,  again,  we  had  a  spectacle 
in  this  House — one  such  as  I  have  never  seen 
before,  and  hope  I  shall  never  see  again — of  ai 
gentleman  who,  from  his  years  and  from  the 
respect  be  has  had  in  this  colony,  I  should  have 
thought  would  not  have  been  guilty  of  doing 
anch  a  thing  —  going  round  the  House  before 
the  debate  hiiad  commenced  ten  minutes  with  a 
card  in  his  hand,  and  asking,  "  Will  you  vote 
for  this  Bill  or  not  ?  "  And  members  who  had 
given  these  answers  to  the  questions  put  by 
the  Financial  Beform  Association  said,  "  Yes ; 
I  am  pledged  to  it.  I  do  not  care  about  its 
passing  this  session ;  but  I  am  pledged  to  it." 
Had  it  not  been  for  the  honourable  member  for 
Dunedin  East  drawing  attention  to  that  fact 
I  believe  that  every  member  in  the  House  would 
have  been  canvassed,  and  then  he  would  have 
been  doubly  bound — by  what  he  had  replied  to 
the  Beform  Association,  and  also  by  the  con- 
tent extracted  from  him  by  the  Government. 
Then,  what  is  the  position  the  Government  take 
np?  "We  care  not  what  arguments  you  use, 
or  whether  you  approve  or  do  not  of  the  pass- 
ing of  this  measure.  We  have  a  majority  to 
pass  it.  We  have  got  the  second  reading,  and 
we  will  see  it  through  in  spite  of  all  reason." 


If  that  is  the  way  in  which  we  are  to  legislate, 
I  ask,  of  what  material  is  this  House  made  7 
If  members  are  to  vote  under  circumstances  of 
that  kind,  the  sooner  we  have  an  appeal  to  the 
people  again  the  better  it  will  bo  for  the  colony. 
But  I  think  honourable  members  will  yet  listen 
to  reason,  and  will  not,  at  the  wish  of  the 
Government,  and  of  those  interests  to  which  I 
have  referred,  allow  this  Bill  to  go  further  than 
the  second  reading.  But  it  appears  to  me  that 
no  time  is  to  be  given  to  us.  Why  is  this  Bill 
to  be  committed  to-day,  when  we  only  passed 
its  second  reading  this  morning  ?  Can  the 
Government  show  us  another  case  of  a  Bill  of 
such  importance  being  attempted  to  be  hurried 
through  in  such  a  way  as  this  Bill  has  been 
hurried  ?  I  say,  unhesithtLngly,  that  there  is 
not  another  instance  of  the  kind  in  the  history 
of  the  colony.  Sir,  the  Minister  of  Education 
yesterday  took  exception  to  some  remarks 
which  I  had  made  on  this  question.  The 
honourable  gentleman  said  there  was  no  force 
in  the  arguments  I  used,  and  that  they  were 
fallacious,  and,  I  think,  he  kept  the  House  for 
half  an  hour  in  endeavouring  to  refute  one  or 
two  arguments  I  had  used.  One  of  the  argu- 
ments adduced  by  him  was  this  :  that  the  Be- 
prosentation  Act  of  last  session,  under  which  tho 
last  election  was  held,  was  not  fairly  tho  opinion 
of  the  last  Parliament.  He  went  even  further 
than  that,  and  told  the  House  that  last  Parlia- 
ment had  decided  that  the  number  of  members 
should  be  reduced  to  seventy-one.  Well,  I  was 
somewhat  astonished  at  such  an  assertion 
being  made  when  there  is  the  statute,  there  is 
the  number  of  members  fixed  by  tho  Act  of  last 
session  at  ninety-five,  and  there  is  the  absolute 
fact  that  ninety-five  members  are  silting  here. 
How  then  can  the  honourable  member  say 
that  the  will  of  last  Parliament  was  that  the 
number  of  members  should  be  reduced  to 
seventy-one,  when  ninety-five  members  have 
been  returned  to  the  House?  I  say  the 
vrill  of  the  last  Parliament  was  that  there 
should  be  ninety-five  members ;  and  it  was  said 
of  the  last  Parliament  that  it  was  one  of  tho 
best  that  the  country  had  had  for  years. 
When  it  has  been  decided  by  a  majority  that 
the  number  should  not  bo  reduced,  why  should 
we  now,  without  the  people  knowing  anything 
about  it,  endeavour  to  reduce  the  number? 
Then,  again,  the  Minister  of  Education  was  in- 
consistent, for,  if  he  considers  that  seventy-one 
is  the  right  number,  why  docs  he  not  give  full 
efiect  to  his  views  by  asking  that  this  measure 
shall  have  effect  on  its  passing  ?  Why  should 
the  number  of  members  remain  for  the  next 
three  years  at  twenty-five  more  than  is  re- 
quired for  the  good  of  the  country,  at  a  cost 
whioh  will  not  be  recouped  to  the  country  by 
the  services  they  render  hero  7  The  argument 
was  so  glaringly  inconsistent  that  I  was 
astonished  at.  the  honourable  member  using 
it.  Being  in  a  minority,  and  having  entered 
my  protest  against  the  passing  of  the  mea- 
sure, I  am  always  willing  to  admit  that  a 
majority  should  rule;  and  if  a  majority  say  that 
number  shall  be  altered  I  shall  be  prepared  to 
take  my  ohanoe  in  the  couatiy  if  an  appeal  is 
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made  to  it ;  and  then,  whatever  resalt  is  arrived 
at,  I  shall  be  satisfied.  But  I  am  not  satisfied 
to  legislate  three  years  ahead.  We  are  told  by 
the  Minister  of  Education,  "If  you  do  not  pass 
the  Bill  this  session,  it  will  never  go  through 
this  Parliament."  Is  not  that  trifling  with  the 
question  ?  Is  not  that  a  species  of  argument 
which  we  should  at  once  repel  ?  I  at  once  say 
that,  to  my  mind,  nothing  was  ever  said  to 
honourable  members  in  this  House,  who  think 
'  and  act  for  themselves,  that  was  so  much  to 
their  detriment  as  the  assertion  of  the  Minister 
of  Education  under  that  head.  It  must  be  one 
of  two  things :  either  ho  was  afraid  that,  on 
reflection,  the  House  would  decide  to  retain  its 
present  number ;  or  else  ho  was  afraid  that, 
imless  this  Bill  were  passed,  it  would  be  detri- 
mental to  himself  and  his  colleagues.  First  as 
to  reflection.  When  the  country  knows  what 
ia  being  done — and  the  passing  of  the  second 
reading  will  be  an  indication  on  that  score — 
honourable  members  will  come  back  next  ses- 
sfon  with  a  knowledge  of  the  will  of  the  people  ; 
and  then  let  those  honourable  gentlemen  bring 
down  this  Bill  as  one  of  their  first  measures 
and  insist  upon  its  being  passed,  and  I,  for  one, 
shall  be  prepared  to  give  it  fair  consideration. 
But  if  that  is  not  what  is  required — if  it  is,  as 
pointed  out  by  the  honourable  member  for  Te 
Aro,  that  it  is  simply  to  be  a  whip  held  over  the 
heads  of  members  of  the  House,  to  be  used  with 
no  sparing  hand  by  the  Premier,  in  place  of  the 
"hobnailed  bcot" — why  should  we  allow  this  to 
he  done  7  Why  should  the  Government  be  al- 
lowed to  say  to  the  House,  if  they  want  to  pass 
some  special  measure  of  their  own,  that  the 
House  will  have  to  agree  to  it  7  Depend  upon 
it,  this  is  what  will  be  done:  The  Government 
will  tell  the  House  that  it  is  entitled  to  a  dis- 
solution, because  this  Parliament  was  brought 
into  existence  by  Sir  Bobert  Stout  and  the 
late  Government,  and  the  present  Government 
can  constitutionally  ask  for  a  dissolution.  And, 
Sir,  if  that  dissolution  is  granted,  well,  these 
twenty-five  members  cannot  come  back.  The 
usual  rule  is  that  thirty  out  of  the  ninety 
members  retire  from  the  effect  of  public  opin- 
ion, and  then  it  means  there  are  only  the  six 
members  of  the  Government  and  fourteen  re- 
turned of  the  old  members,  and  they  can  work 
a  new  party  just  at  their  own  sweet  will.  Why 
is  this  wanted  7  I  say  that  the  secret  of  it  is 
this :  that  the  head  of  the  present  Government, 
and  one  who  is  with  him  of  the  late  continuous 
party  that  misgoverned  New  Zealand  for  seven- 
teen long  years,  come  day,  go  day,  in  the  Minis- 
try or  out,  the  same  continuous  party  ruled 
New  Zealand  for  seventeen  years,  and  that  was 
when  there  was  a  small  number  of  members  in 
this  House.  Since  there  has  been  a  larger 
number  we  have  had,  and,  I  believe,  in  the  in- 
terests of  the  colony,  more  frequent  changes 
of  Government,  and  we  have  hod  Governments 
amenable  to  reason.  Governments  amenable  to 
honourable  members  in  this  House ;  and  I 
believe  the  legislation  has  been  better  and 
more  beneficial  to  the  country  since  the  num- 
ber bos  been  increased.  I  believe,  myself, 
(bat  the  passing  of  this  measure  and  the  re- 
Mr.  Seddon 


dnction  of  members  would  give  such  a  power 
to  the  Government  of  the  day  that  they  would 
hold  office  as  long  as  they  liked,  and  that  the 
country  would  suffer.  I  cannot  efface  from 
my  memory  what  occurred  in  1879,  when  we 
know  that 'for  a  period  of  fourteen  or  fifteen 
days  a  no-confidence  motion  was  kept  down  on 
the  Order  Paper,  never  allowed  to  come  up, 
until  an  arrangement  was  made  by  four  mem- 
bers of  this  House,  signed,  sealed,  and  delivered. 
The  wording  of  it  was  as  nice  a  little  com- 
pact, I  think,  as  ever  was  drawn.  Certain 
conditions  were  stated,  and  these  honourable 
members  at  that  time  said,  "  In  consideration  of 
the  above  being  given  effect  to  and  being  carried 
out  by  the  Government,  we  bind  ourselves  to 
vote  for  and  support  them  for  the  rest  of  the 
Parliament."  Well,  Sir,  you  get  seventy-one 
members  or  seventy  members  :  that  means 
sixty-six  members  exclusive  of  the  Native  repre- 
sentation. You  have  six  Klinisters;  and  those 
who  support  them,  in  order  to  be  in  a  majority, 
would  be  about  thirty  at  least.  What  power 
would  four  or  five  men  not  have  again  if  any- 
thing was  required?  Why,  those  members 
would  dominate,  and  the  Government  would 
have  to  give  way  or  leave  the  benches.  I  be- 
lieve they  would  give  way  and  remain  on  the 
benches.  Now,  what  did  that  compact  cost 
the  country  7  It  cost  the  country  a  quarter  of 
a  million  of  money.  How  far  would  that  go  in 
paying  the  twenty  members  we  have  had  since  ? 
How  far  would  the  money  go  that  has  been  lost 
to  the  country  by  full  effect  not  being  given 
to  the  Public  Works  Act?  What  number  of 
members  was  there  when  the  House  passed 
the  District  Railways  Bill  originally,  where 
lines  were  constructed  through  different  parts 
of  the  colony  simply  to  enhance  private  lands  ? 
— and  then  we  find  the  colony  has  had  to  pur- 
chase them,  but  never  had  any  profit  given  to 
us  or  given  to  the  people  in  the  shape  of  a  re- 
turn from  the  increased  value  given  to  the  land 
through  which  these  railways  passed.  I  could 
go  back  for  the  last  twenty  years  and  point 
out  Bill  after  Bill,  by  taking  the  Statute  Book 
of  the  colony,  that  whilst  there  was  a  lesser 
number  of  members,  and  they  were  paid  a 
smaller  amount,  the  legislation  was  in  the 
interest  and  for  the  benefit  of  particular  sec- 
tions in  the  colony,  and  to  the  detriment  of 
the  people  generally.  Now,  I  take  the  periods 
since  1881,  since  we  have  had  an  increased 
number  of  members,  and  I  say  that  our  legis- 
lation has  been  such  that  the  colony  has  pro- 
gressed. The  condition  of  the  working-class  in 
New  Zealaad  has  considerably  improved ;  but 
if  we  go  back  twenty  years,  to  the  old  days  of 
1865,  the  time  we  are  asked,  the  time  we  had 
seventy  members,  to  the  days  when  there  wero 
few  members,  there  is  no  honourable  mem- 
ber but  will  admit  that  the  most  serious  wrong 
over  the  colony  laboured  under  was  done  during 
those  years.  What  is  this  question  as  regards 
some  of  the  Bills  before  us  now  ?  What  is 
the  meaning  of  that  Railway  Boards  Bill  ?  It 
means  this :  that  the  Government  wish  to 
bring  down  wages  in  this  country.  You  talk  to 
Cabinet  Ministers  and  their  supporters ;   they 
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will  tell  yon  this  veiy  plainly  cmd  deciBively : 
that  labour  is  too  high  in  New  Zealand.  That 
is  the  objection  aimed  at  by  the  Financial  Be- 
form  Association  and  the  wire-pallers  behind 
the  scenes.  If  the  colony  hands  over  the  rail- 
ways to  this  Board  without  it  having  been 
distinctly  provided  that  Parliament  should 
have  some  control  over  the  wages-men,  every 
man's  wages  will  be  brought  down ;  and,  if  you 
bring  down  Government  wages,  that  reacts  on 
those  who  are  employing  labour  privately. 
The  whole  of  this  legislation  is  intended  for 
no  other  purpose.  Sir,  as  one  desiring  to 
do  justice  to  the  bulk  of  the  people,  as  one 
wishing  that  wealth  should  have  its  fair  due, 
and  that  capital  and  labour  should  work  to- 
gether in  harmony  for  the  profit  of  both,  I  say, 
let  us  remain  as  we  are.  I  believe  there  is  no 
real  reason  for  complaint ;  that  this  depression 
will  go  away  like  the  mist  from  a  mountain-top. 
It  only  requires  to  retrench  in  a  fair  and  equit- 
able way.  Readjust  taxation  so  as  to  put  a 
fair  proportion  on  those  who  are  able  to  bear  it, 
and  not,  as  I  believe  we  shall  have,  too  great 
a  burden  placed  on  the  shoulders  of  the  work- 
ing-class, and  too  little  on  the  shoulders  of 
the  wealthy  people  who  are  best  able  to  bear 
most.  We  have  all  to  face  that  yet.  It 
would  have  been  better  for  the  Government, 
instead  of  taking  time  up  with  this  measure,  if 
it  had  endeavoured  to  balance  the  finance,  if  it 
had  increased  the  property-tax  a  little  more 
and  rearranged  the  tariff.  I  believe  that  would 
have  been  better  for  all  conoemed.  The  fact 
of  having  grappled  this  financial  question  with 
a  bold  and  determined  hand  would  have  raised 
our  bonds  in  London  instead  of  their  coming 
down  OS  they  have  been  doing  for  the  la^t  two 
months.  The  Minister  of  Kducation  quoted 
Westgarth  on  this  point ;  but  it  is  six  weeks 
old.  I  take  the  telegrams  and  private  tele- 
gram*, and  I  say  that  our  bonds  are  gradually 
coming  down.  I  believe  we  shall  see  them 
down  to  90.  If  they  had  increased  the  property- 
tax  and  the  Customs  and  had  equalised  taxa- 
tion properly,  I  believe  our  securities  would 
have  risen.  VYe  have  a  tariff  which  was  created 
by  the  Government,  the  same  as  in  1879.  The 
I^mier  then  told  us  we  were  on  the  verge  of 
ruin  ;  that  had  it  not  been  for  tlio  Bank  of 
England  being  called  into  requisition  we  should 
°bavo  had  to  repudiate.  He  said  publicly,  and 
I  believe  privately,  that  we  must  bring  things 
down  to  a  lower  level  before  we  begin  to  re- 
construct. I  do  not  believe  in  bringing  down 
at  all.  It  is  bearing  dovm  enough  when  we 
have  men  working  at  4s.  6d.  a  day,  out  of  which 
they  find  it  impossible,  on  account  of  wet  days, 
to  sond  any  money  to  their  wives  and  families, 
and  tliese  have  to  apply  for  relief  to  the  Charit- 
able Aid  Boards.  What  more  bringing-down 
than  that  do  we  require?  I  say  let  us  rise, 
and  let  us  equalise  the  finances.  Let  us  do  a 
little  in  the  way  of  public  works.  If  New  Zea- 
land were  being  run  by  a  private  company,  that 
company  would  never,  under  existing  circum- 
stances, endeavour  to  do  what  the  Government 
of  to-day  are  doing,  and  what  this  ^legislature 
is  insisting  on  being  done.     Works  most  be 


found.  A  revision  of  the  tariff  should  take 
place  so  08  to  encourage  local  industries.  We 
should  not  attempt  to  cripple  one  of  the  chief 
items  of  export,  which  we  do  by  the  present 
railway-tariff.  Though  there  is  a  deficiency  in 
the  working  of  the  railway-lines,  now  is  not  the 
time,  when  the  product  of  the  soil  is  so  low,  to 
have  this  Railway  Board,  and  to  increase  our 
tariffs.  And  now,  when  there  is  a  glut  of  labour, 
is  not  the  time  to  reduce  labour.  I  say  things 
have  gone  low  enough,  in  all  truth,  to  have  our 
securities  at  90,  and  I  believe  they  are  still 
falling,  and  no  attempt  is  made  to  eqalise  our 
finances.  This  House  is  asked  to  spend  two 
days  in  discussing  a  measure  which  is  not  to 
have  effect  for  three  years.  That  proves  clearly 
the  insincerity  of  the  Government  and  those 
who  support  them.  With  regard  to  the  ques- 
tion of  Maori  representation,  I  understand  that 
the  Premier  has  given  a  promise  that  it  shall 
not  be  decreased,  and  that  the  South  Island 
shall  have  the  same  representation  they  have 
had  for  years.  If  that  is  the  comproinise  that 
has  been  effected,  it  is  a  compromise  in  the 
interests  of  right  and  justice.  The  Natives  in 
the  South  Island  have  at  all  times  been  our 
best  friends.  There  are  but  a  few  now  remain- 
ing of  that  noble  race.  Of  all  things  they  prize 
most,  it  is  the  fact  that  they  have  representa- 
tion in  this  Chamber,  and  to  take  that  away 
from  them  must  cause  heartburnings,  and  must 
make  them  feel  their  position  far  more  keenly 
than  they  have  felt  it  hitherto.  The  west  coast 
of  the  Middle  Island,  I  think  the  most  wealthy 
part  of  New  Zealand,  was  given  over  to  the 
colony  for  a  paltry  £fiOO.— (No.)— The  State 
records  prove  it.  Lands  were  reserved  for 
them.  We  have  had  cases  in  the  House,  which 
I  regret  should  have  occurred,  where  wo  find 
the  Ministry  of  the  da}',  and  that  under  a 
protest  from  the  South  Island  representative, 
where  one  Wanganui  block  of  100,000  acres  in 
extent  was  sold  to  a  Government  supporter — I 
question  if  some  of  the  Government  themselves 
were  not  interested  in  the  transaction — it  was 
sold,  I  say,  for  2s.  6d.  an  acre. 

An  Hon.  Membee. — Two  shillings. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— I  thought  it  was  2s.  6d. 
That  block  of  land  was  in  the  London  market 
this  lost  year,  and  I  saw  an  absolute  refusal  of 
£20,000.  There  are  other  reserves  still  in  the 
South  Island  belonging  to  the  Native  race,  and 
if  they  lose  their  representation  they  may  lose 
the  balance  of  these  reserves.  Wo  have  heard 
of  the  Native  troubles  in  the  post,  where  the 
Natives,  sooner  than  suffer  the  wrong  the  white 
people  of  this  colony  were  doing  to  them,  with 
the  sword  fought  for  their  rights.  Serious 
bloodshed  and  disaster  occurred,  and  from  that 
time  to  this  it  has  entailed  upon  the  people  of 
New  Zealand  a  very  heavy  penalty.  Wo  have 
to  pay  at  the  present  time  for  eleven  millions 
of  money  expended  upon  Native  wars.  Wo 
have  that  recurring  penalty  year  after  year. 
Now,  Sir,  when  the  Native  race  desire  to  work 
in  harmony  with  us,  when  they  come  here  to 
help  us  not  only  to  legislate  for  the  Natives 
but  to  assist  in  legislating  for  the  white  people, 
now  we  are  to  commence  a  further  disturbance 
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and  fnither  uncasinesB.  We  know  the  ques- 
tion of  dealing  with  Native  lands  has  to  be  re- 
viewed this  session,  and  before  we  commence 
to  review  that  legislation  the  first  thing  the 
Natives  are  met  with  is  that  one  of  their  mem- 
bers must  go.  That  is  dictation — intimidation 
of  such  a  character  that  I,  for  one,  resent.  I 
will  ask  the  Government,  seeing  that  the  Maori 
member  for  the  South  Island  is  an  opponent 
and  has  been  a  consistent  opponent  to  the  Oo- 
yemment,  I  ask  the  Government,  is  it  a  manly 
or  fair  way  of  fighting  to  say,  whilst  they 
are  going  to  deal  with  those  lands,  "  There 
shall  be  a  rod  hanging  over  your  head  all  the 
time  —  your  seat  may  be  cut  away  by  a  Bill 
passed  and  forced  upon  you"?  I  am  positive 
the  Government  have  never  given  that  con- 
sideration to  this  vast  question  which  it  is 
entitled  to,  or  it  would  never  have  attempted 
to  take  away  this  Maori  representation.  The 
only  one  benefit  that  I  can  see  at  the  present 
time  which  has  occurred  through  debating 
this  question  is  the  fact  that  the  Government, 
I  understand,  now  have  gone  bock  on  their 
proposal  to  reduce  the  Maori  representation; 
and  shall  it  be  said  hereafter  that  debating  a 
question,  and  giving  reasons  why  a  thing  sliould 
not  be  done,  has  no  effect,  when  an  efieot  has 
been  so  apparent  in  this  case,  the  force  of 
argument  and  the  reasons  given  by  honourable 
members  having  caused  the  Government  to 
give  way  on  that  material  point  of  the  Bill  ? 
Having  given  way  in  that  respect,  I  hope  they 
will  give  way  in  others,  and  that  this  measure 
will  not  go  further  than  its  second  reading.  If 
the  Government  insist,  by  the  majority  they 
have,  on  carrying  it  further,  I  shall  simply 
protest ;  and  from  time  to  time,  when  I  think 
amendments  are  necessary  in  the  interests  of 
the  colony,  I  shall  move  those  amendments. 
Bat,  in  conclusion,  I  wish  the  Government  and 
honourable  members  who  have  listened  to  me 
to  be  made  aware  of  this  fact :  that  I  am  not 
obstructing  the  passing  of  this  measure.  I  say 
that  the  contention  that  it  should  be  passed  in 
the  first  session  of  the  new  Parliament  is  falla- 
cious ;  and  I  say  that  every  Representation  Act 
that  has  been  passed  has  been  passed  in  the 
last  session  of  an  expiring  Parliament.  The 
Acts  of  1881  and  1887  are  the  most  recent  in- 
stances. Yet  now  the  Minister  of  Kducation, 
in  the  face  of  these  facts,  says  that  a  Bepre- 
sentation Bill  should  pass  in  the  first  session 
of  a  new  Parliament,  and  when  members  have 
not  had  time  for  reflection.  That  is  asking  and 
advising  the  House  to  do  a  serious  wrong,  and  I 
shall  not  be  a  party  to  it ;  and  with  a  view  of 
protesting,  and  with  the  view  of  urging  that 
the  question  of  local  self-government  should  be 
dealt  with  and  made  a  more  prominent  feature 
in  the  Government  programme,  I  move  this 
amendment :  That  it  is  inadvisable  that  the 
Bepresentation  Bill  proceed  further  than  its 
second  reading  until  the  establishment  of  some 
suitable  form  of  local  self-government  shcjl 
hove  rendered  dependence  on  Parliament  for 
local  works  unnecessary. 

Mr.  PERCEVAL.— 1  second  the  amendment. 
I  rise  because  I  do  not  like  to  give  a  silent  vote 
Mr.  Seddon 


on  this  measure,  and  I  will  endeavour  to  gir» 
my  reasons  in  as  few  words  as  possible,  for  I 
think  the  debate  has  been  continued  longenougb. 
I  am  reluctant  to  oppose  this  Bill,  because  the 
Government  regard  it  as  one  uf  their  retrench- 
ment proposals.  I  see,  in  the  Financial  State- 
ment, considerable  stress  was  laid  upon  the 
passing  of  this  measure.  The  Government  say 
that  this  session  they  propose  to  reduce  the 
number  of  members  to  seventy,  and  that  next 
session  they  will  submit  a  Bill  to  the  House 
altering  the  mode  of  election  and  making  other 
necessary  reforms  of  the  electoral  laws.  And 
that  is  my  first  reason  for  opposing  this  Bill — 
because  I  regard  it  as  fragmentary  legisla- 
tion. It  seems  to  me  to  be  beginning  at  the 
wrong  end  to  bring  down  a  fragment  of  such 
an  important  set  of  proposals  as  this  is ;  and, 
if  we  are  to  judge  from  this  Bill  as  to  how  the 
mode  of  election  is  to  be  altered,  we  must 
come  to  the  conclusion  that  the  mode  of  elec- 
tion is  to  bo  made  as  retrogressive  as  this  Bill 
is,  and  the  Government  may  propose  to  bring 
down  some  measure  to  take  away  the  residen- 
tial qualification.  It  seems  to  me  that  it 
would  only  bo  consistent  with  what  the  Go- 
vernment are  now  doing  to  take  away  what 
is  generally  known  as  manhood  suffrage.  I 
therefore  think  that  to  vote  on  a  Bill  such 
as  we  have  before  us  is  to  vote  in  the  dark, 
and  I  certainly  shall  not  do  so.  I  fail  to  see 
how  the  Government  should  lay  such  stress 
upon  this  measure  as  being  likely  to  bring 
about  retrenchment,  as  the  retrenchment  can- 
not take  effect  for  three  years.  I  have 
been  astounded  at  some  of  the  statements 
made  during  tliis  debate.  We  have  heard 
Ministers  say  from  their  places  that  the  prin- 
cipal saving  to  be  effected  by  this  Bill  will  not 
be  in  the  honorarium  which  it  will  save,  but 
in  the  reduction  of  the  demands  made  on  the 
public  chest.  Well,  that  seems  to  mc  to  be  ad- 
mitting a  most  lamentable  state  of  corruption, 
and,  if  that  reason  exists,  we  ought  to  go  still 
further  and  reduce  the  number  to  fifty,  and 
even  go  further  still  and  say  wo  will  not  have 
a  Parliament  at  all,  but  that  the  Premier  shall 
be  a  dictator.  To  admit  such  a  state  of  cor- 
ruption as  that  is  most  lamentable,  and  I  begin 
to  ask  myself  if  I  am  carr}-ing  out  my  duty  to 
my  constituents,  because  I  have  yet  made  no 
request ;  and  I  hope  I  shall  not  have  to  do  so. ' 
I  am  astounded  to  hear  Ministers  give  as  am 
argument  in  favour  of  this  Bill  that  it  will  tend 
to  stop  what  is  termed  "  log-rolling."  Now, 
I  confess  that  if  I  had  to  vote  on  such  a 
measure  as  this  on  the  eve  of  a  general  election 
I  should  be  quite  content  to  vote  for  a  reason- 
able reduction  in  the  number  of  members,  but 
probably  not  so  large  a  reduction  as  is  proposed 
here.  I  would  certainly  support  a  reasonable 
reduction;  and  I  will.  But  I  have  a  twofold 
reason  for  opposing  this  Bill  now,  or,  rather,  I 
ask  myself  two  questions  in  regard  to  it  The 
first  is.  Are  the  numbers  to  be  reduced  ?  and 
the  second  is.  Are  we  to  deal  with  the  question 
now  ?  I  oppose  it  because  I  think  it  is  entirely 
unnecessary  to  deal  with  the  question  now. 
In  three  years'  time  the  circumstances  of  the 
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colon7  '■'''yt  c^nd  I  hope  they  will,  have  altered 
very  considerably.  I  hope  that  by  that  time 
we  shall  have  passed  through  this  period  of 
depression,  that  things  will  be  more  prosperous, 
and  that  the  population  of  the  colony  will  have 
considerably  increased.  I  hope  that  then  we 
shall  have  our  mming  industries  developed, 
that  we  shall  have  a  protective  tariS  in  opera- 
tion, and  that  we  shall  be  experiencing  the 
benefits  of  those  changes.  To  do  this  now  is, 
M I  have  said,  entirely  unnecessary.  Wo  might 
▼eiy  well  put  the  question  off ;  and  I  think  the 
aignment  is  quite  untenable  that  this  measure 
sttmds  a  less  chance  of  passing  in  three  years' 
time  than  ;t  has  now.  I  have  heard  some 
hononrable  members  say  that  we  should  pass 
this  measure  now  while  our  election  -  pledges 
are  green  ;  but  that  seems  to  me  to  be  one 
of  the  most  lamentable  confessions  we  could 
make,  and  I,  for  one,  should  certainly  be  very 
Botty  to  make  it.  Now,  I  wish  to  call  attention 
to  a  matter  which  has  just  been  touched  on 
onee  or  twice  in  discussing  this  measure,  but 
upon  which  very  little  stress  has  been  laid,  so 
m.  I  can  see  that  an  attempt  is  going  to  be 
made  to  give  more  power  to  the  country  dis- 
tricts ;  I  can  see  that  an  attack  is  going  to  be 
made  on  the  town  representation.  Now,  I  have 
asked  myself  why  that  is ;  and  I  wish  to  call 
tbe  attention  of  those  honourable  members 
who  have  been  returned  pledged  to  support 
local  industries  to  this  point :  I  cannot  help 
thinking  that  this  is  an  astute  attempt  to  prevent 
the  carrying-out  of  a  protective  policy.  Speak- 
ing generally,  it  is  correct  to  say  that  the  coun- 
try districts  are  opposed  to  any  increase  in  the 
protective  duties.  There  are  notable  exceptions 
to  this,  and  I  think,  if  the  matter  were  put 
before  them  in  its  proper  light,  the  country 
districts  would  see  it  would  be  to  their  advan- 
tage to  have  a  protective  tariff.  We  shall  pro- 
bably hear  more  of  that  next  session  when  the 
matter  is  debated ;  but  I  feel  assured  that  the 
country  districts  themselves  are  awakening  to 
the  fact  that  a  protective  tariff  will  benefit 
them  equally  with  the  artisans  in  our  towns. 
Mow,  the  Premier,  next  session,  is  going  to 
tackle  this  question  of  the  tariff,  and  he  has 
told  us  that  he  hopes  to  be  able  to  bring  down 
proposals  which  will  satisfy  both  the  Free- 
traders and  the  Protectionists  in  this  House. 
Sir,  that  is  a  very  delusive  hope ;  he  will  never 
be  able  to  do  it.  I  believe  that  the  Premier  is 
earnest  in  his  desire  to  encourage  local  in- 
dustries ;  but  I  defy  him  to  bring  down  a  tariff 
which  will  satisfy  those  of  us  who  have  been 
returned  pledged  to  a  protective  tariff  and  the 
supporters  he  has  behind  him  at  the  present 
time.  Why,  do  we  not  see  that  the  bulk  of  his 
supporters  are  the  Free-trade  party  in  this 
House  ?  and  how  is  he  going  to  frame  a  tariff 
acceptable  to  the  Protectionist  section  of  the 
House,  unless  he  throws  over  his  Free- trade  sup- 
porters and  allies  himself  with  the  Protectionist 
section  of  the  House  ?  I  cannot  help  thinking 
that  the  oonntry  members  see  that  now  is  their 
opportunity,  and  that,  if  they  can  get  a  pre- 
ponderance of  power  they  will  be  able,  in  the 
went  of  an  appeal  to  the  country,  to  oheck- 
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mate  this  policy  of  Protection.  I  invite  all* 
those  members  who  are  pledged  to  a  policy 
of  Protection  to  think  over  that.  We  have 
already  had  notice  given  of  an  amendment  in 
the  direction  I  have  indicated — that  is  to  say, 
for  reducing  the  town  representation — and  that 
seems  to  me  a  very  important  thing,  and  quite 
sufficient,  to  my  mind,  to  justify  any  honour- 
able member,  whatever  his  election  -  pledges 
may  have  been,  in  opposing  this  measure, 
because  there  is  something  underneath  it.  I 
made  no  election-pledge  on  this  point.  We 
have  been  told  in  tbe  course  of  this  debate 
that  the  country,  from  one  end  to  the  other, 
has  demanded  this.  Now,  the  people  in  my 
district  take  as  lively  an  interest  in  political 
questions  as  those  in  any  part  of  New  Zealand, 
and  I  think  it  is  a  somewhat  remarkable  fact, 
if  there  is  such  a  general  demand,  that,  in  a 
large  centre  like  Christchurch,  I  should  never 
have  been  asked  the  question  whether  I  was 
in  favour  of  reducing  the  number  of  members. 
Prol)ably,if  I  had  been  asked,  I  should  have  said 
Yes;  and  I  think,  if  the  present  is  the  proper 
time  to  deal  with  the  question,  that  we  ought 
to  reduce  the  number  of  members ;  but  I  say 
that  the  time  to  deal  with  this  question  has  not 
arrived,  and  there  is  no  necessity  to  deal  with 
it  now,  and  that  this  Bill,  if  passed,  will  remain 
a  dead-letter  on  the  Statute  Book,  and  before 
the  expiration  of  this  Parliament  we  shall  pass 
another  Bill  increasing  the  number  of  mem- 
bers. That  is  my  firm  conviction.  It  seems  to 
me  that  there  is  very  great  force  in  the  remarks 
which  have  been  made  on  the  question  of  local 
government.  The  two  questions  are  most 
closely  allied.  If  we  are  going  to  revert  to  a 
system  of  local  self-government,  then  seventy 
members  are  too  many  ;  we  can  do  with  fifty. 
The  two  questions  are  so  closely  allied  that  we 
cannot  deal  with  one  without  the  other.  Then, 
we  have  various  other  questions  which  all  hinge 
upon  this.  We  have  the  amalgamation  of  city 
electorates.  We  have  the  various  changes 
which  may  or  will  be  propose!  in  the  electoral 
laws  generally ;  and  this  is  a  mere  fragment 
of  a  very  important  class  of  legislation ;  and 
it  is  unfair  to  deal  with  the  question  until  we 
have  the  whole  of  the  Government  proposals 
before  us.  These  are  my  reasons  for  opposing 
the  Bill. 

Mr.  BRUCE.  —  I  have  no  wish  to  prolong 
this  discussion ;  but  I  desire  to  say  a  few  wordia 
in  reference  to  some  strictures  which  have 
been  passed  on  the  remarks  I  made  last  night. 
I  have  been  accused  of  inconsistency  in  sup- 
porting a  measure  against  which  I  myself 
urged  some  objections.  Perhaps  it  would  be 
as  well  that  no  member  should  support  a  mea- 
sure that  had  any  flaw,  at  least  from  his  point 
of  view,  and  he  might  not  then  be  accused  of 
inconsistency.  But  what  I  wish  to  point  out 
is  this:  that  the  two  measures  of  which  I 
spoke  went  together  in  a  wrong  direction,  and 
that  one  of  uiem  was  only  excusable  as  a- 
temporary  measure  in  the  existing  embar- 
rassed financial  position  of  the  colony  ;  and  it' 
was  with  the  hope— and  I  gave  expression  to- 
that  hope — that  that  measure  would  be  at 
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teome  future  time  repealed  that  I  gave  the 
other  my  support.  I  still  hold,  notwithstand- 
ing the  remarks  which  have  been  made  during 
this  debate,  that  the  larger  constituencies  will 
presumably  return  larger  men  to  the  House — 
that  is,  if  all  were  given  an  opportunity  of 
contesting  the  seats.  That,  taken  in  connec- 
tion with  my  contention  last  night,  perfectly 
justifies  the  attitude  I  have  taken  up.  If  it 
were  not  that  I  recognise  that  this  is  an  un- 
desirable occasion  for  doing  so,  I  should  like 
to  follow  tho  honourable  member  for  Kumara 
in  what  he  said  to-night.  I  have  listened 
with  great  interest  to  his  remarks.  They 
have  been  a  repetition  of  arguments  which 
have  been  so  repeatedly  used  on  the  floor  of 
this  House,  particularly  that  in  reference  to 
the  Government  attempting  to  lower  the  wages 
of  the  working-men  of  this  country.  The 
honourable  member  asserted  that  the  Govern- 
ment introduced  their  railway  measure  mainly 
for  the  purpose  of  reducing  tho  wages  of  the 
working-men  of  this  colony.  How  could  tho 
honourable  member  lend  himself  to  such  a 
statement?  What  are  wages?  How  ought 
we  to  pay  our  working-men  on  these  railways  ? 
We  should  give  them  the  market  value  of  their 
labour,  I  presume.  If,  for  argument's  sake, 
we  engaged  these  men  ten  years  ago,  when 
wages  were,  say,  10s.  a  day,  and  if  labour  is 
only  worth  5s.  a  day  now,  should  we  not  reduce 
them  ?  Or,  conversely,  if  ten  years  ago  we 
engaged  these  men  at  5a.  a  day,  and  wages 
are  now  10s.  a  day,  should  we  not  raise 
them  to  that  level  ?  I  do  not  wish  to  go 
into  tho  argument  any  further,  because  I  re- 
cognise that  tho  time  is  inopportune ;  but  I 
will  certainly  do  so  if  opportunity  offers  before 
the  close  of  the  session. 

Mr.  TAYLOR. — Since  I  last  spoke  on  this 
question  quite  a  new  phase  has  been  put  upon 
tiiis  measure,  so  far  as  I  am  able  to  judge,  by 
strong  supporters  of  the  Government.  One 
honourable  gentleman,  who  is  a  very  strong 
supporter  of  the  Government,  indicated  last 
night  that,  unles.s  a  large  increase  to  the  per- 
centage were  allowed  to  country  districts,  he 
should  feel  it  his  duty  to  vote  against  the  third 
leading  of  the  Bill.  When  this  measure  was 
first  before  the  House  I  voted  against  the  prin- 
ciple of  the  Bill,  because  I  believe  that  popula- 
tion should  be  the  basis,  and  the  only  basis,  of 
representation.  Seeing  that  these  honourable 
members  are  desirous  of  having  a  larger  per- 
centage,— I  presume  to  represent  sheep  or  land, 
— I  certainly  shall  vote  against  it ;  and  I  trust 
that  those  honourable  gentlemen  who  repre- 
sent the  city  constituencies — and  I  know  there 
are  a  great  number  of  them — will  not  coun- 
tenance any  increase  of  the  percentage.  I 
presume  the  Premier  is  aware  of  tho  fact. 
Whether  this  is  going  to  be  a  party  question  or 
not  we  have  not  had  tho  slightest  indication. 
If  the  Premier  had  stated  what  he  promised  to 
state — namely,  the  course  he  intended  to  take 
with  reference  to  this  measure — ho  would  have 
saved  much  of  this  talk.  If  the  measure  is  to  go 
into  Committee,  and  is  to  be  dealt  with  fairly 
by  both  sides  of  the  House,  I  am  prepared  to 
Mr.  Bruce 


take  my  chance  with  it  whichever  way  it  goes; 
but  I  certainly  am  not  going  to  vote  for  its 
going  into  Committee  if  the  amendments  pro- 
posed by  prominent  supporters  of  the  Govern- 
ment are  to  be  carried.  I  am  tired  of  listening 
to  such  talk  as  we  have  heard  in  reference  to 
this  matter ;  but,  seeing  that  honourable  mem- 
bers who  are  supporting  the  Government  go 
quite  contrary  to  the  principles  I  advocate,  I 
felt  it  necessary  to  say  a  few  words. 

Sir  J.  VOGEL. — It  appears  that  the  longer 
honourable  gentlemen  discuss  this  Bill  the 
more  difficult  it  is  to  come  to  a  decision.  Kvery 
fresh  speaker  raises  new  points.  We  have  now 
the  question  of  town  and  country ;  before  we 
had  Free-trado  and  Protection ;  then  we  hod  the 
question  of  local  government ;  and  if  we  go  oa 
much  longer  we  may  have  every  question  that 
ever  comes  before  tho  House  brought  up  in  con- 
nection with  this  Bill,  and  not  improperly  so, 
because,  as  this  Bill  deals  with  the  question  of 
the  representation  of  the  people,  every  question 
that  comes  before  Parliament  is  very  properly 
amenable  to  the  discussion.  But  it  occurs  to 
me  that  it  would  bo  better  for  us  not  to  discuss 
this  measure  much  longer,  but  to  come  to  some 
practical  conclusion  as  to  how  we  can  arrive  at 
a  decision  about  it.  It  is  very  evident,  from 
what  has  been  said  on  both  sides  of  the  House, 
that  there  are  many  honourable  members  who 
disapprove  of  the  Bill.  There  are  other  honour- 
able members  who  feel  themselves  bound  to 
support  it  because  of  promises  given  to  consti- 
tuents ;  and  there  are  others  who  really  approve 
of  a  large  reduction  of  members.  It  appears  to 
me  that  it  is  desirable  to  get  to  as  quick  a  con- 
clusion as  possible  about  going  into  Committee, 
in  order  that  we  may  decide  the  questions 
which  have  to  be  considered  when  we  get  into 
Committee,  if  we  are  to  go  into  Committee. 
The  first  question  that  has  to  be  decided  is 
this :  Shall  tho  Bill  be  proceeded  with  this 
session  ?  There  are  many  honourable  members 
who  think  there  is  no  urgency  for  the  Bill.  As 
was  stated  by  the  honourable  member  for  Ku- 
mara, it  is  not  an  urgent  measure.  There  are 
other  measures  of  very  great  urgency  to  be  con- 
sidered during  the  session,  and  it  would  be 
better  to  turn  our  attention  to  them.  There 
are  other  honourable  members  who  think  that, 
the  principle  having  been  asserted  by  the  second 
reading,  it  would  be  well  to  leave  the  country 
to  consider  the  question  during  the  recess.  I 
tako  it  that  the  amendment  moved  by  the 
honourable  member  for  Kumara  tests  the  ques- 
tion of  whether  we  are  to  go  on  with  the  Bill 
or  not ;  and,  as  I  think  that  there  are  more 
important  questions  to  be  dealt  with,  I  shall 
vote  for  the  amendment  of  the  honourable 
gentleman.  Of  course,  the  honourable  gentle- 
man raises,  in  his  amendment,  the  question  of 
local  government,  as  to  the  nature  of  which 
many  honouriible  members  will  have  some 
doubt.  That  a  more  extended  system  of  local 
government,  or  one,  rather,  I  should  say,  more 
independent  of  Parliament,  is  desirable  I  think 
no  one  doubts.  But  it  is  not  only  a  question  of 
local  government.  There  are  other  questions 
which,  when  decided,  no  doubt  will  make  it 
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not  necessary  that  theie  should  be  so  large  a 
House  as  there  is  at  present.  I  quite  admit 
the  logical  reasoning  of  the  honourable  gentle- 
man's amendment.  It  is  very  evident  that 
it  we  had  a  more   complete   system   of  local 

fjovemment  it  would  not  be  necessary  to  have 
ocal  interests  so  represented  in  detail  as  is 
done  in  a  large  House.  Therefore  I  am  not 
quarrelling  with  the  logic  of  the  amendment ; 
but  still  I  cannot  help  thinking  that  a  simple 
vote,  Yes  or  No,  as  to  whether  you  should 
leave  the  chair  would  obtain  a  larger  number 
oi  votes  in  the  direction  the  honourable  gentle- 
man desires.  However,  I  suppose  the  question 
is  settled  as  to  whether  the  Bill  is  to  be  pro- 
ceeded with.  If  the  honourable  member's 
amendment  is  carried,  there  is  an  end  of  the 
matter  this  session.  If  it  is  not  carried,  tlien  I 
think  the  question  should  be  come  to,  and,  I 
must  say,  I  think  with  as  little  delay  as  possible. 
I  do  not  think  there  is  much  necessity  for  dis- 
cussion. The  question  should  be  come  to.  As 
to  the  amendment  which  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  St.  Albans,  I  vmderstand,  intends  to 
move,  that  the  number  should  be  eighty-four 
instead  of  seventy,  I  think  that  question  should 
be  decided.  There  is  another  question  which 
I  consider  more  important  than  all  the  others, 
and  it  is  that  which  I  wish  to  direct  the  at- 
tention of  the  House  to,  and  to  ask  the  view 
of  the  Government  upon.  As  the  Bill  is  now 
drawn  out,  there  is  a  very  peculiar  feature  in 
it.  Instead  of  allowing  the  Gommis.sioncrs  to 
immediately  make  the  change  in  the  electoral 
districts,  they  are  not  to  do  so  until  they  are 
directed  by  the  Governor  or  the  Government 
to  do  so.  Why  that  has  been  put  in  I  am  at  a 
loss  to  understand.  What  I  ask,  and  what 
I  ask  most  emphatically,  is  that  we  should 
change  that  provision,  and,  instead  of  say- 
ing "  when  directed  by  the  Governor,  and 
within  such  time  as  he  shall  determine," 
we  should  substitute  the  word  "  forthwith." 
And,  Sir,  I  feel  certain  that  if  we  do  that  the 
result  will  be  this :  that  the  House  and  the 
country  will  kiiov/  what  will  be  the  absolute 
effect  of  the  measure  ;  whereas  now  we  are  only 
groping  in  the  dark  and  are  not  certain  what 
its  eflect  will  be.  If  honourable  members  had 
known  what  would  be  the  result  of  the  labours 
of  the  Gommissioner.s  it  is  very  doubtful  if  the 
Act  which  we  passed  early  this  year  v/ould  have 
been  passed  at  all :  in  other  words,  the  result 
of  the  division  of  tlie  electorates  has  not  been 
satisfactory  to  the  country.  Why  is  that?  It 
may  be  partly  owing  to  tho  inherent  defects 
of  the  Act,  or  it  might  be  that  the  working  of 
the  Act  suffered  because,  on  account  of  saving 
time,  the  provision  was  suspended  for  allowing 
objections  to  be  received  to  the  divisions  pro- 
posed to  bo  made  before  they  were  finally 
decided.  If  we  put  in  the  word  "  forth- 
with," the  Commissioners  will  have  to  make 
the  divisions  immediately,  and  would  have  to 
consider  objections  before  finally  deciding 
them ;  and'  next  session  we  shall  have  an  op- 
portunity of  reviewing  the  possible  defects  of 
the  measure,  and  what  would  be  the  proposed 
division  of  the  country  under  the  now  method ; 


and  then,  if  the  House  does  not  approve  and  ■ 
the  country  does  not  approve  of  it,  it  will  be 
open  to  revision.  It  will  be  a  more  practical 
course  to  follow,  if  this  Act  passes;  although 
it  is  of  very  little  matter  whether  it  does  pass, 
from  that  point  of  view.  But  it  means  that 
the  divisions  are  to  take  place  at  once,  so  that 
we  may  be  able  to  tell  whether  the  result  of 
the  Bill  is  likely  to  bo  one  of  a  satisfactory 
character.  If  it  is  decided  to  go  into  Com- 
mittee, tlie  Bill  should  go  into  Committee  as 
soon  OS  possible,  and  wo  should  take  a  vote  on 
the  amendment  of  the  honourable  member  for 
Kumora ;  and  if  that  is  lost  we  should  take  a 
vote  on  the  question  of  the  number  of  members, 
as  to  whether  it  shall  be  eighty-four  or  seventy- 
one,  and  whether  we  shall  insert  the  word 
"  forthwith,"  so  as  not  to  allow  the  Govern- 
ment to  choose  when  the  Commissioners  shall 
or  shall  not  make  the  change.  Perhaps  the 
honourable  gentleman  will  tell  mo  whether  he 
objects  to  the  proposal  I  suggest,  to  tlie  change 
being  made  at  once,  so  that  the  House  may 
judge  of  its  practical  effects  next  session. 

Major  ATKINSON.— Yes;  I  probably  shall. 
I  was  going  to  say  a  few  words  when  the 
honourable  gentleman  had  finished  speaking. 
I  shall  probably  object  to  that. 

Sir  J.  VOGEL. — Then.of  course,  it  makes  the 
matter  more  serious.  This  is  not  supposed  to 
be  a  question  on  which  the  Government  will 
urge  their  followers  to  support  them,  as  in  the 
case  of  a  party  matter.  It  will  be  a  question 
for  the  Committee,  not  for  tho  whole  House. 
The  House  will  see  that  the  hesitation  to  allow 
the  districts  to  be  divided  at  once  after  the  Bill 
passes  is  an  indication  of  a  doubt  on  the  part 
of  the  Government  whether  the  House  will  be 
satisfied  with  the  measure  if  it  is  put  into  effect, 
and  I  can  see  no  other  interpretation  that  can 
bo  given  to  the  hesitation  to  have  the  divi- 
sion mode  at  once.  It  must  be  recollected 
that  these  divisions  take  place  after  every 
census.  There  will  bo  no  new  census  before 
Parliament  expires  by  the  effluxion  of  time, 
supposing  it  lives  out  its  full  term ;  and  there 
can  bo  no  objection  to  the  division  being  made 
at  once,  except  the  doubts  as  to  the  expediency 
of  this  division.  I  think  we  should  soon  take  a 
division  in  this  Chamber  on  the  amendment  of 
the  honourable  member  for  Kumara,  and  then 
on  the  question  of  numbers  ;  and,  in  the  event 
of  tho  division  of  electorates  being  made  im- 
mediately, the  country  will  understand  what 
this  Bill  really  effects.  I  do  not  think  there 
are  half  a  dozen  members  of  the  House  who 
have  the  same  opinion  of  the  full  effect  of  the 
Bill  supposing  it  becomes  an  Act. 

Dr.  HODGKINSON.— Supposing  the  amend- 
ment of  tho  honourable  member  for  Kumara  is 
carried,  I  wish  to  know  in  what  position  we 
shall  stand.  I  suppose  it  will  not  be  taken  as 
a  no-confidenco  motion.  I  hope  the  Premier 
will  say  whether  I  am  correct  in  that  interpre- 
tation of  the  position.  It  is  not  my  intention 
to  vote  against  the  Government  on  any  ques- 
tion of  that  kind.  This  is  not  a  matter  affect- 
ing the  administration  of  the  Qoverimient,  I 
should  think. 
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Major  ATKINSON.— I  will  presently  explain 
the  position.  The  whole  nature  of  it  has  been 
changed  by  the  sudden  change  of  the  leader  of 
the  Opposition.  That  has  entirely  changed  what 
he  told  us  he  was  going  to  do  yesterday,  and 
has  altered  my  standing  altogether. 

Dr.  HODGKINSON  .—If  I  support  the  amend- 
ment of  the  honourable  member  for  Eumara, 
I  wish  it  to  be  understood  that  it  will  not  be 
with  the  object  of  defeating  the  Bill.    I  can  see 
quite  plainly  that  his  motives  and  intentions 
are  very  different  from  mine.    And  the  honour- 
able member  ha,s  spoken  at  very  groat  length 
on  this  subject,  and  where  he  has  said  one  word 
in  favour  of  local  government  he  has  said  a 
hundred  words  in  favour  of  killing  the  Bill.    I 
am  not,  however,  going  to  be  trapped  in  that 
way.    At  the  same  time,  this  is  not  a  Minis- 
terial question;   and  I  vote  for  this  amend- 
ment in  order  to  get   an   expression  of  the 
opinion  of  this  House  as  to  the  necessity  of 
some  measure  for  the  reform  of  local  self-go- 
vernment and  decentralisation  being  brought 
forward;  and  if  I  support  the  amendment  I 
wish  it  to  be  understood  that  it  would  be  from 
an  entirely  friendly  motive,  and  not  from  any 
motive  to  kill  the  Bill   or  to  embarrass   the 
Ministers.      I  wish  the  Bill   to  go    through  ; 
but,  still,  I  do  contend  that  concurrently  with 
this  Representation  Bill  there  ought  to  have 
been  some  measure  of  local  self-government 
with   decentralisation.     And  if   the  Premier 
could  even  give  us  any  assurance  that  dur- 
ing the  recess  the  Government  will  consider 
some   scheme  for   the  reform    of   local  self- 
government,  that  would   induce   me  to  vote 
against  the  amendment.     But,  unless  he  does 
that,  I  shall  feel  that  it  is  better  to  give  the 
Ministry  an  impetus,  something  in  the  direc- 
tion of  urging  them  forward.    I  need  not  take 
up  the  time  of  the  House  now  in  urging  the 
question  of  local  government.    I  would  only  re- 
peat that  I  consider  the  measure  introduced  by 
the  Government  would  be  incomplete   unless 
they  have,  as  a  complement,  a  measure  for  the 
reform  of  local  government,  and  decentretlisa- 
tion.     This  reform  can  be  eSeoted  in  various 
ways.      This    question    of    local    government 
affects   their  measure   in  various  ways.    For 
instance,  in   the   Land  Bill  we  have  inserted 
a  clause  of  a  most  radical  tendency,  abolish- 
ing Lemd  Boards,  which,  I  think,  is  a  very 
objectionable  step  to  take.    If  we  had  a  reform 
of  local   government  all  the  functions  of  the 
members  of  the  Land  Boards  could  be  imposed 
on  the  local  bodies.    The  same  in  the  case  of 
Education  Boards  and  Charitable  Aid  Boards. 
I  think  I  have  said  enough  now  to  justify  the 
course  which  I  shall  take,  and  my  desire  is  not 
to  play  into  the  hands  of  the  Opposition  or 
to  aSect  the  i>osition  of  the  Ministry,  but  to 
obtain  an  expression  of  opinion  from  the  House 
as  to  whether  it  is  in  favour  of  a  reform  of 
local  government.     I  think  I  must  vote  for 
the  amendment,  unless  the  Premier  gives  us 
an  assurance  that  this  question  will  he  con- 
sidered during  the  recess.     I  think,  however, 
that  the  amendment  goes  too  far.    It  says  that 
this  Bill  shall  be  delayed  until  the  establish- 


ment of  some  form  of  local  government.  I 
think  that  is  asking  too  much.  I  should  be 
quite  satisfied  that  it  should  be  till  some  mea- 
sures for  the  reform  of  local  self-government 
are  submitted  to  the  House,  or  with  even  a 
promise  that  it  would  be  done  next  session ; 
and  I  would  not  vote  for  this  amendment  if 
the  Government  could  give  that  assurance.  It 
therefore  rests  with  the  Premier  to  say  whether 
ho  will  give  any  such  promise. 

Mr.  O'CONOR.— I  intend  to  support  the  Bill. 
I  may  say  I  SLdvocated  this   measure  during, 
the  last  Parliament,  and  I  believe  it  could  be 
proved   that  it  was  owing  to  an  unfortunate 
misunderstanding  that  it  was  not   carried.    I 
think  this  reduction  of  members  would  be  a 
wise  thing ;  and  I  think,  too,  that  the  present 
proposal  to  reduce  the  number  of  members  of 
this  House  seems,  on  the  part  of  the  Govern- 
ment, to  be  part  of  a  plan,  which  commences 
at  the  head,  for  the  purpose  of  working  down 
the  system  of  retrenchment,  and  bringing  the 
expenditure   of  the   colony  vrithin  its   meana 
throughout.    We  have  already  dealt  with  the 
Governor,  we  have  dealt  with  Ministers,  and 
with  the  honorarium  of  honourable  members, 
and  now  we  are  proceeding  to   deal  with  the 
reduction  of  members  in  this  House.     I  was  a 
member  of  a  House  of  seventy  members,  and  I 
know  perfectly  well,  as  far  as  the  democratic 
element  goes,  that  that  House  passed  the  demo- 
cratic measures  which  the  colony  enjoys  at 
the  present  time.    I  refer  to  manhood  suffrage 
and  the  ballot.    It  is  absurd  to  say,  no  matter 
to  what  size  you  reduce  the  House,  no  matter 
what  number  you  may  reduce  it  to,  that  the 
feeling  of  the  country  will  not  rule  the  House. 
It  appears    to    me   that,    if    you    reduce  the 
House,  you  are  not  taking   away  the  powers 
of  the  people.    But  it  does  occur  to  me  that, 
unless  in  this  measure  some  provision  is  con- 
tained to  keep  up  the  balance  oetween  the  out- 
lying districts  and  the  towns,  an  injustice  will 
be  done  to  the  outlying  districts.    I  think  that, 
if  the  quota  is  to  be  increased  from  6,000  to 
9,000,  then  it  will  be  necessary  to  increase  the 
percentage  that  is  given  to  the  outlying  dis- 
tricts ;  and  that  is  a  proposal  which  I  think  the 
Government  will   accept.     There   is  another 
matter  that  has  been  referred  to  in  regard 
to  the   census.     It    did    appear  to  me  last 
year,  and  I  expressed  myself  in  that  direc- 
tion to  the  House,  to  be  an  unjust  thiog  to 
decide  the  representation  on  the  basis  of  popu- 
lation upon  an  incorrect  census ;  and,  when 
we  took  that  as  the  basis  of  representation  on 
the  last  occasion,  it  should  be  remembered  the 
census  had  not  been  taken  for  some  time  pre- 
viously.   If  this  Bill  is  passed  it  will  be  four  or 
five  years  after  the  census  was  taken  when  thft 
Act  will  come  into  operation,  at  the  expiration 
of  this  Parliament.    And  it  appears  to  me  that 
the  prosperous  parts  of  this  country  will  be 
very  badly  treated  if  we  take  that  census  as 
the  basis  of  representation.     Some   of   these 
will  have  doubled  their  population,  and  will 
receive   no   consideration   whatever    on  that 
account.    The   Commissioners  appear  to  me 
to   be   bound,   under   the   Acts   as   they   are 
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«t  present,  to  deal  mth  the  colony  as  upon 
&e  last  censas.  That  will  be  a  veiy  gteat 
injostice  to  the  people  of  the  country ;  and 
I  think  that  some  allowance  ought  to  he 
made  in  that  respect.  It  ought  to  be  pro- 
Tided  that  the  census  shall  be  taJcen  previous 
to  a  dissolution  on  the  basis  now  proposed. 
Well,  Sir,  I  think  that  before  I  sit  down  imust 
explain  why  I  have  endeavoured,  during  the 
whole  of  this  session,  to  keep  my  seat  as  much 
as  possible,  and  not  to  occupy  the  time  of  the 
House  by  joining  in  debates.  I  have  seen 
around  me  a  great  number  of  distinguished 
young  members  desirous  of  giving  to  the  country 
at  the  earliest  opportunity  the  benefit  of  their 
views.  I  did  not  object  to  that.  And  I  saw 
also  some  of  the  older  members  of  the  House, 
who  were  as  wearisome  as  ever  in  the  length  of 
their  speeches ;  and,  knowing  that  this  was  to  be 
a  short  session,  in  fact  that  it  was  necessarily 
to  be  a  short  session,  and  that  a  great  deal  of 
work  would  have  to  be  done,  I  thought  the  best 
way  I  could  serve  the  coantry  was  by  refrain- 
ing fronx  talking  to  my  constituents  through 
Bantard.  But  I  am  compelled  to  talk  upon 
this  subject ;  and  I  am  also  compelled  to 
■ay  a  word  or  two  on  another  subject.  The 
position  I  have  taken  up  this  session  seems  to 
give  offence  to  old  friends  of  mine,  and  the 
honourable  member  for  Christchurch  North 
chooses  to  misunderstand  the  relation  in  which 
I  stand  with  regard  to  him,  and  is  evidently 
chagrined  at  my  action.  I  desire  to  say  this : 
that  I  supported  the  late  Government  in  the 
late  Parliament ;  but  I  came  back  to  this  House 
altogether  unpledged.  If  the  late  Premier  had 
remained  at  the  head  of  the  Government  I 
should  probably  have  been  found  supporting 
him  now,  notwithstanding  other  objections  that 
I  entertained  in  regard  to  his  Government. 
Bat  I  would  ask  those  honourable  gentlemen 
who  worked  with  me  during  the  last  Parliament 
to  say  whether  I  have  for  a  second  in  the  slight- 
est way  given  in  my  adhesion  to  the  Opposi- 
tion during  the  present  session.  Have  I  ever 
attended  any  of  their  caucuses  or  meetings? 
Have  I  ever  behaved  as  though  I  identified  my- 
self as  one  of  them  ?  I  defy  them  to  say  that 
I  have  given  them  any  reason  for  supposing 
that  I  was  going  to  act  with  them  during  the 
present  session  in  opposition  to  the  Government. 
Now,  my  position  is  this :  I  desire  to  supiwrt 
the  present  Government  until  they  have  fairly 
brought  their  proposals  before  the  country ;  and 
if  other  honourable  gentlemen  were  actuated 
by  the  same  feeling  we  should  have  less  of  that 
obstruction,  less  of  that  stonewalling,  which 
teems  to  have  been  indulged  in  from  the  very 
opening  of  these  doors  up  to  the  present  time. 
So  far  as  this  Bill  is  concerned,  I  am  not  going 
to  be  led  away  by  any  herrings  drawn  across 
the  scent  by  an  Opposition  which,  on  one  plea 
and  another,  is  trying  to  defeat  the  proposals  of 
the  Government.  I  say  that  any  time  is  oppor- 
tune for  doing  that  which  is  a  good  and  desir- 
able thing  to  do,  and  I  look  upon  it  that  one  of 
the  greatest  blots  upon  the.  expenditure  of  this 
country  is  the  expenditure  which  is  incurred  in 
connection  with  this  Ijegislature.    In  a  report 


of  a  Select  Oommittee — which  I  had  the  honour 
to  sign  as  Chairman — a  session  or  two  ago,  that 
was  pointed  out;  and  I  am  glibd  indeed  that 
the  present  Government  have  taken  this  matter 
in  hand,  and  are  endeavouring  to  clean  out 
what  I  consider  to  be  an  Augean  stable.  For 
that  reason  I  support  the  Government  on  this 
occasion ;  and  for  a  similar  reason  I  shall  be 
found  supporting  them  on  other  occasions 
when  I  think  they  are  making  proper  proposals 
to  this  House,  without  declarmg  myself  as  a 
strong  partisan  on  one  side  or  the  other.  I  ask 
the  Opposition  to  consider  that  a  person  may 
possibly  be  actuated  by  proper  motives,  al- 
though he  may  not  submit  to  be  coerced  by 
the  abuse  of  some  persons  who  descend  to 
that  kind  of  thing ;  and  I  prefer  to  be  one 
of  those  who  are  not  influenced  by  the  vilifi- 
cation received  at  the  hands  of  these  people 
through  their  papers.  I  desire,  as  far  as  I  can, 
to  express  my  views  upon  every  Bill  brought  up 
for  the  consideration  of  this  House ;  but,  if  we 
all  did  that,  it  would  be  impossible  to  carry  on 
the  legislation  of  this  country,  and  therefore  it 
must  not  be  considered  that,  because  an  honour- 
able member  is  silent,  he  is  not  just  as  well 
able  and  just  as  desirous  to  express  his  views 
as  others  who  are  constantly  occupying  the 
time  of  the  House.  I  do  hope  that,  whatever 
hoars  may  be  decided  upon  for  the  procedure 
of  the  House,  we  shall  endeavour  to  push  on 
the  measures  that  are  brought  down  for  our 
consideration  by  the  Government  in  such  a 
manner  that  they  may  have  reasonable  con- 
sideration ;  for  I  know  perfectly  well  that  if  wa 
do  not  do  this  now,  if  we  persist  in  obstructing 
and  wasting  time  as  we  nave  been  doing,  wa 
shall  have  to  pass  them  with  indecent  haste 
before  the  session  is  over. 

Sir  G.  GREY. — I  should  not  rise  to  speak 
to-night  had  it  not  been  for  the  remarks  which 
have  been  made  upon  subjects  perhaps  only  re- 
motely connected  with  the  present  question — 
remarks  which  I  ought  not  to  let  pass  in  silence, 
as  I  do  not  concur  in  them.  Amongst  other 
questions  which  have  been  raised  is  one  which 
we,  as  representatives  of  the  people,  can 
largely  influence — that  is,  the  question  of  the 
rate  of  wages.  Now,  we  have  heard  it  re- 
marked that  the  rate  of  wages  must  fall,  that 
it  mast  do  so  necessarily,  and  that,  if  a  short 
period  ol  time  ago  wages  were  10s.  a  day,  and 
now  wages  are  only  5s.  a  day,  well  and  good ; 
such  must  be  the  case.  It  is  easy  for  us  to  say 
that,  we  who  are  above  want  and  are  not  de- 
pendent for  our  daily  bread  upon  our  daily 
work ;  but  such  a  fall  in  the  rate  of  wages  as 
that  must  absolutely  be  the  difFerence  between 
comfort  and  want.  It  is  a  very  different  ques- 
tion to  those  who  have  to  undergo  that  change 
from  what  it  is  to  those  who  only  speculate 
upon  what  ought  to  take  place.  I  say  honour- 
able gentlemen  do  not  sufficiently  reflect  upon 
the  nature  of  this  country — New  Zealand.  It 
lies  remote  from  all  the  world.  It  is  not  like 
England  and  Ireland,  situated  near  together, 
and  situated  near  to  coantries  of  Europe,  where 
Irish  labourers  reduced  to  poverty  can  go  for  the 
harvest  in  England  to  earn  high  wages,  or  for 
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hop-picking,  01  other  employment,  from  time 
to  time.  It  is  not  even  like  Australia,  the 
yarious  colonies  of  which  ace  close  together, 
vith  great  differences  of  climate,  with  great 
difierences  of  occupation — some  agricultural, 
some  pastoral,  and  some  manufacturing — where 
labourers  can  pass  from  one  to  the  other  to 
obtain  varied  employment.  This  is  like  a  small 
estate  separated  from  all  others,  in  which  the 
master  may  dictate  almost  the  rate  of  wages 
that  he  pleases.  Now,  we  are  the  masters  of 
this  country,  and  we  can  make  the  rate  of 
wages  what  we  like.  And  there  is  yet 
another  thing  to  be  considered,  that  we  are 
remote  from  the  observation  of  other  people. 
In  Australia  each  colony  watches  what  the 
other  does.  They  are  close  together ;  only  an 
imaginary  line  separates  them  ;  ejai  that  pre- 
vents them  from  doing  wrong.  None  of  them 
could  carry  some  improper,  oppressive  measure 
in  a  determined  way,  because  of  the  public 
opinion  that  would  be  brought  to  bear  against 
them  from  the  other  colonies.  Now,  we  are 
free  from  that  kind  of  observation.  And,  in  the 
same  way,  we  have  no  one  great  city  with  a 
large  population,  in  which  public  opinion  is 
created.  Very  bad  things  might  be  done  in 
this  Assembly,  and  very  little  would  be  known 
of  what  we  do  in  other  cities  of  the  colony. 
There  is  no  public  opinion  in  Wellington  to 
check  us  in  wrongdoing  to  other  parts  of  the 
colony — to  prevent  us  from  doing  acts  which 
we  ought  not  to  do.  All  these  circumstances 
tend  to  gradually  place  the  labourers  in  a 
very  bad  position  in  this  colony  —  I  say  in 
a  worse,  a  very  much  worse  position  than 
they  are  in  in  any  other  covintry.  Now,  I  say 
that  this  question  of  wages  depends  greatly 
upon  our  legislation.  If  honourable  gentle- 
men doubt  that,  let  me  take  the  simple  sub- 
ject of  taxation.  You  put  on  a  property-tax, 
a  tax  upon  improvements.  You  compel  men 
who  are  carrying  on  improvements  which  will 
only  yield  them  a  profit  after  a  very  consider- 
able period  of  time  to  pay  taxation  ;  and  that 
taxation  induces  them  to  stop  improvements. 
They  discharge  labourers,  and  that  tends  to 
overstock  the  labour-market  and  to  bring  the 
rate  of  wages  down.  Then,  again,  in  another 
way  you  gradually  reduce  the  rate  of  wages. 
You  create  an  enormous  public  debt.  You 
agree  to  carry  on  public  works  which  give,  I 
may  say,  enormous  value  to  the  property  of  a 
few  individuals  at  the  cost  of  the  whole  com- 
munity. What  is  the  result  ?  Having  created 
that  debt,  a  large  amount  has  to  be  sent  out  of 
the  colony  to  pay  the  interest  on  that  debt. 
Who  has  to  furnish  that  money  7  Why,  it  means 

that  every  labourer  in   the  colony The 

Premier  cares  little  about  these  things,  and 
makes  a  disturbance  at  the  time  the  debate  is 
going  on,  to  prevent  a  person  speaking.  It  is 
embarrassing;  but  these  matters  are  of  little 
importance  to  him.  There  is  a  certain  line  of 
policy  that  he  is  determined  to  carry  out  at  all 
risk,  and  it  is  of  little  use  to  bring  forward 
arguments.  I  wtis  saying  that  the  only  way  in 
which  our  debt  can  be  discharged  is  by  the 
labourers  of  the  colony  giving  up  so  many 
Sir  G.  Grey 


days'  labour  in  every  year  without  receiving 
any  remuneration  whatever  for  those  days  of 
labour.  The  greater  you  make  the  debt  the 
greater  is  the  number  of  days  in  each  year  on 
which  they  are  required  to  give  up  their  labour, 
and  the  more  sjre  they  and  their  families  im- 
poverished. You  cazmot  get  out  of  that.  It  is 
the  labourers  and  their  work,  and  what  they 
produce,  that  pays  the  debt.  I  say,  therefore, 
that  we  ought  to  bo  very  careful  what  steps  we 
take,  especially  as  regards  our  land,  lest  we 
increase  our  debt.  Now,  if  you  lock  up  the 
lands  of  the  country  year  after  year,  so  that 
the  people  cannot  get  on  them,  it  is  quite  cer- 
tain that  yoQ  reduce  the  outlets  for  labour 
and  lower  the  rate  of  wages;  you  reduce  the 
number  of  persons  who  cultivate  and  improve 
the  country  and  make  homes  for  themselves, 
and  who  employ  labour,  and  yon  bring  the 
rate  of  wages  down.  I  contend  that  every  one 
of  your  laws  and  regulations  in  reference  to 
land  for  many  years  post  has  had  that  effect. 
What  can  be  more  cruel  than  those  laws 
which  prevented  the  land  from  being  opened 
in  sufficient  quantities  when  men  were  anxious 
to  settle  on  farms — when  they  were  compelled 
to  pay  prices  for  deferred -payment  land,  for 
instance,  which  beggared  themselves  and  their 
families,  and  have  reduced  the  demand  for 
labour  in  this  country  ?  Now,  in  every  one 
of  those  respects  you  have  borne  against 
the  interests  of  labour ;  and  now,  during 
the.  last  few  days,  during  this  session,  you 
have  performed  an  act  of  greater  cruelty  than 
I  have  ever  known  the  Legislature  to  perform 
before.  You  have  taken  from  the  labouring 
population  of  this  country  two  and  a  half 
million  acres  of  land,  and  other  proposals  are 
now  being  considered  which  will  make  the 
total  land  to  be  taken,  I  believe,  nearly  five 
million  acres,  and  you  have  handed  over  that 
extent  of  land  to  what  I  might  call  foreign  com- 
panies, persons  residing  out  of  this  country; 
and  you  have  told  them  that  you  will  give 
them  that  land,  which  you  have  taken  from 
the  labouring  population  of  the  country — who 
are  the  principal  landowners  of  the  country — 
in  order  to  enable  them  to  borrow  money  to 
employ  the  labourers  of  New  Zealand ;  but  in 
return    for  so  employing    them    they   oro    to 

become  the  masters  of  the  land,  and  1  say 

I  am  disturbed,  but  I  must  do  my  best  to 
continue  speaking.  I  am  interfering  with  the 
business  of  the  honourable  member  for  the 
Bay  of  Islands,  who  is  seeking  to  obtain  a 
great  kauri -forest  to  make  a  railway;  and  it 
is  not  desirable  that  he  should  be  interfered 
with 

Mr.  HOBBS.— I  should  like  to  know  if  the 
honourable  member  is  speaking  to  the  ques- 
tion. 

Mr.  SPEAKEE.— Am  I  to  understand  that 
the  honourable  gentleman  is  speaking  to  a 
point  of  order  ? 

Mr.  HOBBS.— Yes.  The  point  of  order  is 
this:  The  honourable  gentleman  accuses  me 
of  obtaining  a  vast  kauri-forest 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— That  is  not  a  point  of 
Older. 
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Sir  G.  GREY.  —  I  was  complaining  of  dia- 
tnrbance.  I  was  not  awaie  that  stating  {aotfi 
vas  a  bieacb  of  order.  Certainly  what  I 
was  sajring  cannot  bo  very  palatable  to  thone 
honoarable  gentlemen  who  desire  to  obtain 
land  onder  the  circumstances  which  I  am 
speaking  of.  I  wished  simply  to  point  out 
this.  Sir:  that  these  lands  were  being  taken 
from  the  people  of  the  country  to  enable  a 
foreign  population  to  raise  on  the  land,  by  the 
sale  of  the  land,  the  means  of  constructing 
a  railroad  in  this  country,  upon  which  tho 
labouring  population  is  to  be  employed  to 
make  the  road,  and  to  give  great  value  to  tho 
lands  toiken  from  them  and  their  children ;  and 
the  lands  which  they  make  valuable  for  a  mere 
pittance  for  daily  labour  are  to  be  handed  over 
for  ever  to  those  persons,  and  to  be  lost  to  tho 
labourers  and  their  children  for  all  time.  Some 
honourable  gentleman  langhs  at  that,  but  it  is 
a  melancholy  truth,  and,  if  he  is  hard-hearted 
enoagh  to  laugh  at  what  is  really  a  very  sad 
thing,  that  is  for  him  to  consider,  but  no  human 
being  will  deter  me  from  stating  what  is  a 
terrible  fact.  I  say  this :  that,  if  the  Oovem- 
ment  meant  well  to  tho  peoplo  of  this  country, 
they  could  have  formed  the  labourers  them- 
selves into  this  body  to  sell  the  land  for  the 
purposes  of  employing  labour  upon  it,  and  they 
could  have  employed  themselves,  and  have  en- 
tered into  pos.session  of  the  groat  part  of  tho 
land  afterwards.  Bat  there  was  no  oaro  taken 
to  do  that — it  is  all  to  go  from  them  ;  and  will 
anybody  say  that  by  doing  that  we  must  not 
greatly  bring  down  the  rate  of  labour?  It  must 
cutoff  bopo  from  men — hope  in  every  direction. 
If  I  were  to  trace  out  all  these  circumstances 
into  their  detail,  I  could  make  out  entirely  that 
we,  this  Parliament,  are  the  masters  of  the  com- 
munity, and  that  we  fix  the  rate  of  labour;  and 
I  agree  entirely  with  tho  honourable  gentleman 
who  was  attacked  for  having  said  what  Iio  said 
— namely,  that  this  Kailway  Bill  of  the  Govern- 
ment—  which  is  to  band  over  to  three  Com- 
missioners, who  may  be  all  taken  from  other 
countries,  the  complete  management  of  the 
railways — may  have  the  effect  of  very  greatly 
indeed  reducing  the  price  of  labour  throughout 
this  country.  He  was  perfectly  right  in  saying 
that.  Why,  to  raise  the  price  of  travelling  is 
to  prevent  the  labourer  from  seeking  employ- 
ment in  distant  places,  and  to  render  it  im- 
possible for  him  to  travel  for  any  great  dis- 
tance. If  you  keep  up  the  rate  for  travelling, 
the  man  cannot  go  into  the  country  for  any 
distance  to  work  for  a  week,  and  return  to  his 
family  on  Saturday  night,  and  pass  Sunday 
with  them,  returning  to  his  work  on  Monday  ; 
be  must,  in  order  to  support  his  family,  seek 
for  labour  close  to  the  town,  and  in  that  way 
labour  is  concentrated  too  much  on  one  spot. 
Throughout  I  could  show  that  the  whole  ten- 
dency of  legislation  this  session  has  gone  in  the 
direction  of  which  I  speak.  Now,  upon  this 
very  question  of  the  Slidlond  Kailway,  let  us 
reflect  on  what  has  been  done.  I  had  no  con- 
ception, at  least  until  the  other  day,  that  the 
meaning  of  the  thing  was  this :  that  enormous 
nuu  were  to  be  secured  in  perpetuity  to  persons 


who  had  already  held  them  at  a  low  rental 
for  nearly  twenty-oigbt  years.  I  could  hardly 
conccivo  that  that  was  to  be  done  when  I 
heard  that  such  was  the  case.  What  has  hap- 
pened ?  For  a  period  of  twenty-seven  or  twenty- 
eight  years  certain  gentlemen  have  shut  up  all 
the  pastoral  lands  in  that  part  of  the  country. 
By  those  who  have  considered  the  subject  it  is 
admitted  that  they  have  so  spotted  these  runs 
that,  although  the<-  are  nominally  left  open  to 
purchase  at  the  pixe  of  £2  per  acre,  tt  was 
impossible,  almost,  for  any  person  to  pnrch.ise 
them,  because  tlio  richer  parts  were  taken  up, 
rendering  the  adjoining  lands  almost  valueless. 
Well,  now,  the  effect  of  that  being  continued 
for  a  long  series  of  years  was  to  shut  oat  from 
occupation  these  vast  tracts  of  land,  which  are 
now  to  be  handed  over  in  perpetuity  to  indi- 
viduals who  have  so  long  withheld  them  from 
the  public  by  their  influence  in  the  Legisla- 
ture and  in  Government  offices.  That  must 
have  reduced  tho  demand  for  labour  through- 
out the  entire  country,  and  it  must  have 
forced  tho  Government,  to  a  great  extent, 
to  do  that  which  they  had  to  do — to  contract 
debts  to  employ  the  people  upon  public  works, 
and  to  concentrate  people  about  the  towns  or 
other  places  where  the  public  works  were  being 
constructed,  instead  of  their  being  distributed 
throughout  the  country.  Thoy  could  form  no 
homes  for  their  families  upon  small  farms,  and 
could  not  get  into  tho  country ;  and  so  they 
became  accustomed  to  a  peculiar  kind  of 
labour :  and  I  think  the  present  positions  of 
misery  which  a  great  many  of  them  occupy 
are  greatly  to  bo  attributed  to  that  cause.  And 
you  have  now  an  opportunity  this  session  of 
giving  them  an  opening  throughout  the  coun- 
try. I  appeal  to  members  in  this  House 
whether  measures  were  not  brought  forward 
for  consideration  that  would  have  thrown  open 
country  lands  for  population,  and  probably 
have  induced  them  to  go  out  and  settle  in 
the  country.  And,  then,  I  ask  whether  the 
whole  thing  was  not  so  managed  that  not  one 
of  those  measures  which  I  have  proposed  has 
been  allowed  to  come  forward  to  be  dis- 
cussed— to  be  hcord;  but  they  have  all  been 
hidden  from  the  country  under  a  mcro  mass 
of  rubbish,  which  is  what  I  will-  call  the 
many  Bills  that  have  been  placed  upon  the 
table,  and  which  have  covered  everything  else. 
Under  this  rubbish -heap  are  hidden  what  I 
believo  would  have  been  real  treasures  to 
the  peoplo  of  New  Zealand,  if  thoy  had  been 
allowed  to  avail  themselves  of  them.  But  they 
have  never  oven  been  permitted  to  bo  discussed 
in  this  House,  and  the  country  is  now  ignorant 
of  the  things  proposed  for  their  advantage.  And 
yet  we  are  told  that  wo  are  to  be  hurried  on 
in  this  same  course.  Day  after  day  has  been 
taken  from  private  members ;  end  now  all  the 
spare  time,  the  time  that  we  have  for  thinking 
and  for  determining  what  course  to  pursue  by 
reasoning  upon  tho  measures  submitted  for  our 
consideration — every  one  of  those  opportunities 
is  to  be  taken  from  us ;  and  now,  in  a  few 
days,  we  are  to  bo  compelled  by  a  triumphant 
majority — I  do  not  know  by  what  term  to  call 
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tbem,  but  a  majority  against  whom  it  is  vain 
to  contend — who  do  not  reason, — I  have  not 
beard  advanced  any  argument  at  all  in  sup- 
port of  the  course  they  arc  pursuing, — we  are 
to  be  compelled  to  pass  a  mass  of  Acts  which 
many  of  us  think  hostile  to  the  welfare  of 
the  country — which  are  to  rob  the  public  of 
vast  tracts  of  land.  One  honouraMe  mem- 
ber has  stated  that  this  is  all  part  of  one 
policy — a  policy  of  retrenchment.  We  began 
with  the  salary  of  the  Governor.  That  was  a 
great  thought  on  the  part  of  the  Ministry,  a 

fraud  conception  :  the  Governor's  salary  might 
e  reduced.  They  soared  to  that  height.  And 
then  they  took  away  part  of  the  honorarium  of 
honourable  members ;  and  then — well,  I  hardly 
know  what  next.  And  now  the  number  of  mem- 
bers is  to  be  reduced.  But  the  sum-total  of 
the  whole  thing  is  that  these  are  mere  blinds. 
The  Governor  is  to  be  still  left  far  too  high 
a  salary  for  what  his  actual  requirements  will 
be.  The  honorarium  is  retained  to  the  mem- 
bers, and  a  fine  title  is  given  for  what  is  simply 
payment  of  members ;  but  it  must  not  be 
called  that,  because  that  homely  term  would 
proclaim  the  whole  position  and  the  real  merits 
of  the  tiling.  Some  alteration  is  made  in  that, 
and  now  a  trifling  alteration  is  to  be  made  in 
the  number  of  members.  And  how  has  that 
been  brought  about  ?  Why,  the  Government 
were  pressed ;  the  four  Native  members  were 
in  rebellion  because  they  thought  they  were 
badly  treated.  And  so  they  were;  but  they 
were  treated  in  exactly  the  same  way  as  others. 
You  will  find,  if  you  take  one  member  from 
four,  that  it  is  about  the  same  thing  as  if  you 
take  twenty  members  from  the  whole  of  tho 
European  members  of  this  House  ;  but  it  was 
easier  to  compound  by  giving  back  the  one  mem- 
ber to  the  Natives  than  to  restore  the  twenty 
to  the  others ;  and  so  those  wise  persons  who 
regulate  these  things  go  to  the  Natives  and 
say,  "  You  shall  have  your  one  member ; "  and 
I  believe  the  person  they  addressed  themselves 
to  was  the  very  gentleman  who  was  to  have 
lost  his  seat,  the  honourable  member  for  the 
Middle  Island ;  and  he,  good-naturedly  and  un- 
wisely, fell  into  tho  trap,  and  left  those  men 
who  were  fighting  by  his  side  to  aid  him— left 
them  and  placed  the  Government  in  a  position 
of  security  with  regard  to  this  measure.  Very 
well.  Now,  what  is  to  be  the  next  thing? 
How  is  that  to  meet  the  retrenchment  that  is 
to  bo  absolutely  mode  ?  Who  are  to  bear  the 
main  mass  of  this  retrenchment?  I  say,  those 
who  can  least  afford  it.  First  it  is  to  fall  upon 
the  Civil  servants.  Who  is  to  defend  their 
rights  ?  We  are  to  be  sent  away  —  we  who 
could  watch  and  do  something  to  see  that 
justice  was  being  done ;  and  in  the  hands  of  one 
man  is  to  be  left  the  power  of  dealing  with  all 
their  interests.  I  ask,  is  that  right  ?  Ought 
not  we  to  have  had  this  brought  forward  at  a 
proper  time,  when  we  could  fairly  consider 
^ihese  things  ?  Then,  again,  I  warn  the  people 
<7f  New  Zealand  not  to  be  led  astray;  not  to 
^hink  that  tho  Governor  is  to  pay  the  great 
^leficiency  that  is  to  take  place — that  it  will 
^^11  como  from  his  siUary.  Trifling  indeed 
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will  that  aid  be.  On  every  home  in  New 
Zealand  will  the  burden  oome.  There  is  no 
family  that  will  not  suffer ;  and  I  believe  that 
exactly  as  you  descend  in  the  scale  of  income 
60  will  the  suSering  fall  with  greater  and 
greater  weight;  and  those  who  are  the  leant 
able  to  support  it  will  be  those  who  will  feel  it 
most  and  suffer  in  the  greatest  degree.  I  think 
that  yet  this  House  ought  to  right  itself.  We 
have  the  power,  in  reference  to  these  Bills,  still 
to  a  certain  extent  to  dictate  to  the  Govern- 
ment, and  to  say  we  will  not  be  hurried,  we 
will  carefully  consider  every  measure;  and  I 
should  be  inclined  to  join  any  members  who 
said  this :  "  We  will  not  go  a  step  further  imtil 
the  financial  proposals  are  brought  down.  We 
will  not  permit  dust  to  be  tlirowu  in  our  eyes." 
The  Premier,  sitting  there,  knows  that  in  bis 
heart  he  has  deliberately,  and  upon  a  plan, 
kept  these  financial  measures  back  from  our 
consideration.  He  knows  in  his  heart  that  he 
could,  if  he  pleased,  at  an  earlier  period  than 
this,  havo  brought  them  forward,  and  have 
afforded  us  an  opportunity  of  fully  discussing 
them,  and  of  taking  care  that  the  burdens  of 
these  great  reductions  fell  fairly  and  justly  upon 
all;  and  we,  in  not  insisting  upon  that,  and 
leaving  all  power  in  his  hands,  and  leaving  him 
to  do  this,  are  truly  responsible.  Whatever 
unction  we  may  lay  to  our  souls,  we  are  respon- 
sible for  the  miseries  which  are  about  to  fall 
upon  New  Zealand  if  we  allow  this  to  continue, 
and  do  not  insist  upon  having  our  rights  con- 
ferred upon  us  of  fighting  for  our  fellow-men — 
bccauEO  we  are  allowed  now  no  such  power, 
we  have  no  such  right.  The  Premier  has  taken 
it  all  from  us  by  the  manner  in  which  he  has 
conducted  the  business.  He  has  killed  our 
Bills,  which  might  have  done  such  good.  He 
has  not  attempted  to  crush  down  that  im- 
proper interference  to  prevent  Bills  coming  on. 
I  say  that  upon  the  mere  question  of  throwing 
open  the  profession  of  the  law  to  the  whole 
country,  at  a  time  of  difiiculty  like  this,  it 
was  liis  duty  to  the  House  to  pronounce  his 
decided  opinion  that  it  should  be  discussed, 
and  not  to  allow  two  or  three  men  to  pre- 
vent that  discussion.  He  should  have  said, 
"  I  have  the  power  to  preserve  the  rights  of  the 
House  ;  I  am  the  leader  of  the  House,  and  will 
exercise  that  power ;"  but  he  did  not  do  it.  In 
the  same  way,  I  say  that  the  measures  for  the 
assistance  of  the  deferred-paj'ment  settlers  and 
the  village  settlers  ought  not  to  have  been 
allowed  to  be  crushed  out  of  sight  and  to  die 
imknown,  as  they  have  been.  What  will  the 
poor  people  who  would  have  been  benefited 
know  of  what  would  have  been  done  for  them? 
They  will  know  nothing,  and  for  months  to 
come  they  will  still  have  to  go  on  struggling 
with  a  misery  of  which  they  might  have  been 
relieved.  They  are  not  allowed  now  to  have 
their  minds  set  at  rest,  but  they  must  fight  on 
as  best  thoy  can  with  the  misery  which  op- 
presses them.  How  is  it  possible  for  the  coun- 
try to  prosper  when  its  inhabitants  are  allowed 
in  multitudes  to  struggle  on  in  that  way  when, 
in  a  few  minutes,  they  might  have  been  relieved 
if  the  Premier  would  have  allowed  these  mea- 
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saies  to  be  considered  7  I  believe  the  Hous<> 
would  have  adopted  them  unanimously ;  and 
then,  in  three  or  four  days,  a  message  of  peace 
could  have  gone  throughout  New  Zealand  which 
would  have  put  new  hope  and  new  energy  into 
the  people.  But  we  are  not  allowed  to  do  that. 
Every  one  who  gets  up  apologizes  for  speak- 
ing, and  explains  why  he  says  anything  and 
delays  for  a  few  minutes  the  going  into  Com- 
mittee on  a  Bill  which  is  not  necessary  now. 
The  very  time  we  have  spent  in  this  useless 
debate  might  have  passed  all  the  Bills  of  which 
I  have  spoken,  and  yet  it  is  not  allowed  to  be 
done.  And  why  ?  V/hat  crime  have  the  people 
of  Kew  Zealand  themselves  committed  that 
they  should  be  shut  out  from  those  benefits, 
those  whom  the  honourable  gentleman  has  so 
much  injured  ? — for  he  really  is  the  cause  of  the 
moss  of  these  misfortunes.  Pity  might  now 
have  come  to  his  heart,  and  be  might  have 
aided  in  doing  all  these  things,  for  such  a 
ohonce  was  never  before  presented.  The  House 
wajs  ready  to  consider  all  these  measures,  and 
the  country  was  anxious  to  receive  them.  Why 
did  he  not,  with  a  powerful  party  at  his  back, 
allow  these  things  to  be  done  ?  I  believe  that 
it  was  greatly  in  consequence  of  some  of  us 
having  opposed  that  Midland  Railway,  which 
was  to  bring  about  such  great  injustice,  and 
which  was  not  of  half  the  consequence  of 
those  measures  of  which  I  have  spoken.  I 
say  again  that,  if  we  hod  been  an  Australian 
Colony,  situated,  say,  as  Victoria  is,  with 
South  Australia  on  cue  side  and  New  South 
Wales  on  the  other,  with  eyes  watching  all 
its  movements,  no  Government  would  have 
dared  to  carry  out  such  measures  as  those 
which  this  Government  has  forced  upon  the 
House.  That,  Sir,  is  my  firm  opinion. 
But  we  have  no  such  allies  around  us  here. 
The  whole  thing  rests  with  ourselves ;  re- 
moved from  observation,  removed  from  sym- 
pathy, these  things  can  be  done,  and  ore  left 
nnloiown  to  the  rest  of  the  world.  Now,  with 
tegard  to  this  measure  itself,  I  say  also  this : 
tiiat  by  hurrying  it  on  in  the  manner  we  are 
doing  we  are  acting  unfairly  to  the  whole 
population  of  the  country,  because,  with  a 
proper  metwure  of  local  self  -  govenunent, 
a  General  Assembly  of  fifty  members  would 
be  amply  sufficient.  This  Parliament  could 
easily  be  reduced  to  that  number,  and  the 
members  could  receive  a  rate  of  pay  which 
would  place  them  in  such  a  position  that  they 
could  devote  their  whole  time  to  the  ofiairs  of 
the  colony,  as  members  of  Parliament  do  in 
other  countries,  and  not  come  here  in  a  hur- 
ried manner  from  their  pursuits  for  a  few 
months.  By  bringing  in  such  a  measure  the 
honourable  member  could  at  once  reduce  both 
Houses  of  this  Assembly,  and  could  consider 
fairly  the  position  of  the  Legislative  Council, 
and  deal  with  them  in  a  much  fairer  manner 
than  we  have  done  in  the  Bill  which  we  have 
passed.  All  that  could  be  accomplished.  But 
no ;  that  is  not  to  be  done.  This  Bill,  and 
nothing  else,  with  a  majority  at  his  back,  will 
he  have.  And  how  then  7  I  firmly  believe  that 
no  men  will  be  more  sorry  than  the  honourable 


member  himself.  But  I  sJso  believe  it  was 
the  carrying  of  that  Midland  Bailway  Bill 
and  another  measure  or  two  of  the  same  kind, 
and  the  hopes  held  out  of  other  measures  of 
the  same  sort,  which  have  gained  the  majority 
that  has  accomplished  all  that  has  been  done 
this  session.  In  that  I  may  be  wrong,  and  I 
shall  be  sorry  if  I  am ;  but  I  must  say  that  it 
is  my  firm  and  settled  conviction  that  such  is 
the  case :  and  it  will  bring  future  misery  on 
the  people  of  New  Zealand — a  wrong  which 
must  injure  them  for  many,  many  years  to 
come,  in  fact  from  which  they  will  never  le- 
cover,  but  which  will  plunge  their  children  into 
poverty  and  make  serfs  of  many  of  them,  be- 
cause we  are  shutting  up  an  area  of  country 
half  as  large  as  Wales,  and  giving  it  to  a  few 
persons  who  have  occupied  and  will  continue 
to  occupy  it  as  runs,  and  let  no  people  go  on  it. 
That  is  to  say,  sheep  are  to  prosper  and  to  be 
token  care  of,  while  tho  people  are  to  have  no 
care  token  of  them.  And,  then,  these  persona, 
to  whom  unjustly  such  great  advantages  are 
given,  are  to  derive  large  incomes  from  that 
source,  and  to  spend  them  in  England,  in  the 
same  manner  as  do  those  1,100  absentees  who 
were  dragged  to  light  by  tho  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Timaru,  who  own  more  than  one-tenth 
of  tho  real  and  personal  property  of  New  Zea- 
land, and  draw  vast  amounts  from  it  to  spend 
in  England.  That  is  how  wages  fall :  that  is 
how  pauperism  spreads  wider  and  wider  in  New 
Zealand.  And  can  it  be  otherwise  7  Ireland 
was  never  subjected  to  such  a  state  of  ab- 
senteeism. No  other  nation  that  I  know  of 
has  undergone  similar  calamities  in  so  short  a 
space  of  time.  And  is  no  effort  to  be  mode 
to  reverse  these  things  7  Are  not  even  the 
people  who  live  out  of  New  Zealand,  and  draw 
inmiense  incomes  from  it,  to  be  compelled 
to  pay  the  same  taxation  as  we  pay  on  the 
same  sums  of  money,  just  as  all  other  na- 
tions similarly  circumstajiced  enforce  taxation? 
Why  are  we  to  pay  to  persons  not  resident 
in  New  Zealand  the  full  amount  of  interest 
upon  our  bonds,  and  not  only  that,  but  pay 
the  cost  of  sending  that  interest  to  them  out 
of  our  own  pockets  7  Are  they  not  to  pay  the 
same  taxation  on  the  bonds  which  is  paid  by 
persons  resident  in  New  Zealand?  And  yet 
there  sits  a  gentleman  who,  by  merely  standing 
up  to-night  or  at  any  other  time,  could  relieve 
the  people  of  a  burden  of  £143,000  a  year — a 
burden  that  they  have  gone  on  paying  annually 
until  upwards  of  a  million  has  been  paid  sines 
I  first  struggled  to  prevent  this  being  done; 
and  an  additional  annual  interest  on  that  mil- 
lion has  been  added  on  to  us,  because  we  have 
never  had  the  means  of  paying  this  out  of  our 
own  funds,  and  have  had  to  borrow  money  for 
it.  And  yet  there  has  been  no  voice  raised  in 
this  House  to  prevent  that.  Well,  I  suppose 
it  is  still  to  be  the  same  thing ;  and  with  this 
measure  before  us  to-night  we  shall  sit  dis- 
cussing it,  apparently  with  the  hope  of  coming 
to  some  conclusion  of  a  different  kind  on  it 
from  that  which  was  originally  suggested  to 
us  by  the  Government ;  and  yet  we  are  here 
with  a  certainty  that  all  our  cSorts  are  breath 
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wasted  in  the  air,  and  will  accompliKh  no- 
thing; although  I  think  that  there  are  mem- 
bers whose  hearts  agree  with  every  word  I  have 
said  here  to-night — and  I  firmly  believe  this  is 
the  case — and  yet  they  will  vote  in  an  opposite 
direction.  Well,  wo  must  submit.  It  is  a 
hard  life  to  struggle  against  these  things — to 
know,  with  the  great  majority  of  the  people, 
that  the  things  stated  are  truths,  and  these 
things  ought  not  to  be  allowed  to  exist ;  and 
yet,  knowing  that,  to  have  to  sit  down  with  the 
consciousness  thit  it  is  of  no  use  struggling 
against  it,  and  that  nothing  but  submission — 
a  sorrowful  submission — is  that  which  is  left  to 
one  and  all  of  us  as  long  as  a  tyrannical  ma- 
jority rules  this  House. 

Major  ATKINSON.— What  a  comfort  it  must 
be  to  the  House  to  know  that  at  any  rate  there 
is  still  left  one  righteous  man  amongst  us  who 
will  save  us  from  the  wrath  to  come !  Talk, 
talk,  talk,  founded  on  the  most  egregious  vanity 
ever  seen  in  a  public  man,  is  the  part  which  the 
honourable  gentleman  plays  in  this  House.  Sir, 
one  would  not  think  from  his  speech  to-niglit 
that  he  has  never  raised  a  finger  to  aid  the  poor 
man,  never  devised  a  single  scheme  for  his 
benefit.  We  know  that,  from  the  time  he  was 
Governor  down  to  the  time  when  he  ceased  to 
be  Premier,  he  has  done  nothing  but  talk, 
talk,  talk.  He  never  raised  a  finger  by  any 
useful  piece  of  legislation  to  serve  the  colony 
and  the  working-man,  whom  ho  has  used  as  a 
stalking-horse  to  attain  power;  he  bos  never 
made  on  effort  to  devise  any  useful  measure  to 
raise  the  working-man  out  of  any  difficulty  he 
may  have  been  in.  To  hear  him  talk  you 
would  think  he  never  hod  any  power  in  the 
land.  Why,  he  laid  the  foundation  of  the  big 
estates  which  are  now  the  trouble  in  Canter- 
burj',  and  ho  avowed  his  intention — that  his 
object  was  that  there  should  be  a  landed  aristo- 
cracy in  New  Zealand.  It  was  the  honourable 
gentleman  himself  who  gave  out  that  as  his  in- 
tention ;  and  I  state  that  on  the  authority  of 
Sir  Frederick  Weld,  as  stated  by  the  honourable 
member  for  Auckland  Central  to  that  gentle- 
man himself.  He  said,  "  We  must  have  a 
landed  aristocracy ;  "  and  he  brought  down 
the  value  of  land  in  Canterbury  to  10s.  an  acre, 
and  a  landed  aristocracy  was  then  founded. 
And  yet  to  hear  him  to-night  one  would  think 
that  he  was  a  friend  of  the  working-man.  Yes, 
Sir,  in  talk ;  but  in  nothing  else.  Then,  he 
talked  about  local  government.  Look  at  his 
action  when  Superintendent.  What  was  it? 
Living  on  the  public-works  money  of  the  pro- 
vince, and  sending  out  a  telcgiani  that  the  fleet 
was  going  to  bombard  Auckland.  That  was 
done  by  the  honourable  gentleman.  All  old 
members  know  what  I  submitted  to  from  time 
to  time  in  this  House.  They  also  remember  the 
Piako  Swamp  and  other  matters.  The  honour- 
able gentleman  has  forgotten  it  now,  and  has 
token  to  the  Midland  Railway  in  the  same 
style.  And,  then,  when  ho  came  into  power, 
with  all  this  power,  what  did  ho  do  for  the 
working-man  ?  Wliat  did  ho  do  for  local  in- 
stitutions? Bid  ho  raise  a  finger  for  the 
working-man  or  for  local  institutions?  No. 
Sir  G.  Grey 


Where  are  the  measures?  Are  they  on  th» 
Statute  Book  ?  No ;  we  know  that  he  did  ab- 
solutely nothing  but  talk. 

Mr.  PEDDON.— Land-tax. 

Major  ATKINSON.— Yes ;  you  bad  the  land- 
tax,  and  you  are  going  to  have  a  great  deal 
more.  Where  were  the  bondholders  then  ? 
Were  they  taxed  ?  No  ;  they  were  not.  He 
put  on  a  land-tax,  and  threatened  to  make  it 
4d. ;  but  the  House,  I  am  thankful  to  say, 
stepped  in  and  said,  "No,  we  will  not  allow 
men  to  buy  land,  and  put  it  on  mortgage,  and 
escape ;"  and  accordingly  the  House  taxed  the 
mortgagees.  Was  the  honourablo  gentleman 
taxing  the  mortgagees?  No;  oh  no!  Sir,  I 
shall  not  impute  motives,  although  the  honour- 
able gentleman  imputes  motives  to  every  one 
who  is  against  him.  And  then,  the  insinuation 
that  the  majority  of  the  House  which  is  carrying 
these  measures  is  caused  through  this  Midland 
Railway  Company!  I  say  it  is  a  disgrace  to 
any  member  to  make  such  a  reflection  on 
this  House.  It  is  a  disgrace,  I  say ;  and  the 
honourable  gentleman  ought  to  be  ashamed  of 
himself  for  doing  it.  But,  Sir,  there  is  one 
righteous  man  in  this  House  who  is  going  to 
save  us.  I  venture  to  say  some  other  chai-actet 
will  be  given  to  the  honourablo  gentleman  than 
that  of  the  righteous  man  when  the  history  of 
the  country  comes  to  be  written.  I  do  not  care 
to  say  more  about  the  honourable  gentleman 
now.  I  may  have  occasion  to  do  it.  I  say  he 
did  his  best  to  place  me  in  my  pre.sent  position. 
He  knows  my  history.  He  urged  me  to  take 
this  position.  Why  does  ho  now  oppose  me  t 
Because  I  did  not  fall  down  on  my  knees  and 
worship  the  honourable  gentleman ;  because  I 
dared  to  have  an  opinion  of -my  own,  and  to  do 
my  duty  to  the  country  and  to  this  House. 
Sir,  the  whole  thing  is  utterly  contemptible. 
The  country  will  be  saved  by  the  Law  Prac- 
titioners Bill!  Only  think  of  that!  The 
country  is  longing  and  begging  for  it !  And, 
then,  there  is  another  most  crude,  imperfect, 
and  very  unworkable  Bill  called  the  Land  for 
Settlements  Bill.  The  hoiiourabla  gentleman 
tolls  me  that  it  has  cost  him  years  of  thought. 
Anybody  who  reads  that  Bill  and  knows  any- 
thing about  the  settlement  of  land  knows  that 
it  is  an  uttcrlv  unworkable  measure. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— What  about  tenant  rights? 

Major  ATKINSON.— I  will  come  to  tenant 
rights,  if  you  want  to  deal  with  them.  It  is  not 
measures  the  honourable  gentleman  wants  on 
the  Statute  Book.  What  he  wants  to  do  is  to 
gain  a  position  by  saying  what  he  is  going  to  do 
in  the  future:  and,  immediately  a  practical  man 
comes  forward  to  do  something,  the  honourable 
gentleman  accuses  him  of  taJsiiig  his  measures. 
And  his  vanity  was  so  great  that  he  was  quite 
indignant  when  the  Government  proposed  to 
take  up  and  deal  with  one  of  his  mcasifres.  He 
said,  "  This  is  just  like  the  Govornment !  they 
are  going  to  take  my  measures  from  me  and 
get  the  credit  foe  them."  A  patriot  would  only 
be  too  delighted  to  get  his  measures  passed,  no 
matter  who  was  instrumental  in  passing  them. 
But  that  is  not  what  the  honourable  gentleman 
wants.    What  he  wants  is  to  do  it  himseU 
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and  get  the  credit  for  it.  But  to  talk  abont 
saving  the  country  by  such  measures  as  these 
is  simply  ridiculous,  nothing  more  and  nothing 
less  ;  and  nothing  but  the  egregious  vanity  with 
Trhich  the  honout&ble  gentleman  is  eaten  up 
oonld  have  led  him  to  make  such  a  statement. 
This  House  must  have  laughed,  as  the  country 
-will  laugh,  when  they  heard  the  honourable 
gentlemuji  pathetically  appealing  to  them  to 
ouny  Buoh  measures  as  these,  and  saying  that 
tha  Government  measures  are  all  trash.  Why 
did  he  not  cany  his  measures  when  he  was 
Premier  ?  The  answer  will  be  clear  to  every 
one :  they  are  not  desired  to  be  carried,  they 
are  only  wanted  to  be  talked  about.  An  old 
Msbori  once  described  the  honourable  gentleman 
in  this  way :  There  is  a  duck  called  the  whio — 
I  think  a  mountain  duck ;  and  its  habit  is  this : 
It  flies  very  rapidly,  and  wherever  there  is  a 
little  rough  water  you  will  see  it  suddenly  dive 
in.  The  old  Maori  said  the  honourable  gentle- 
man was  just  like  the  whio — he  always  liked  to 
be  in  troubled  waters.  He  no  sooner  takes  pains 
to  get  the  Government  in  office  than  he  imme- 
diately commences  obstruction  in  every  form 
and  shape,  simply  because  I  did  not  bow  down 
and  worship  him  in  the  servile  way  he  has  all 
his  life  liked  to  see  people  worship  him.  Now 
I  come  to  the  Bill ;  I  have  done  with  the 
honourable  gentleman  for  the  present.  And 
now,  Sir,  the  position  of  the  Bill  is  somewhat 
changed  by  the  extraordinary  statement  of  the 
honourable  gentleman  opposite.  Last  night  he 
told  as  that  he  was  not  going  to  oppose  the 
Bill  going  into  Committee,  and  hoped  the  Go- 
vernment would  allow  it  fair  consideration  in 
Committee.    I  assented  to  that. 

Sir  J.  VOGEL.— I  wtM  not  in  the  House  at 
all  last  night.  I  stated  in  the  afternoon  that  I 
should  not  oppose  the  second  reading.  Neither 
did  I,  and  I  did  my  best  to  stop  the  opposition 
on  the  second  reading. 

Major  ATKINSON.— Then  came  the 
amendment  of  tho  honourable  member  for 
Kumara,  and  I  found  that  the  honourable 
gentleman  was  only  trifling  with  me.  Of 
course,  when  a  gentleman  in  tho  position  of 
leader  of  the  Opposition  tolls  the  leader  of 
the  House  that  ho  is  not  going  to  oppose 
the  second  reading  of  the  Bill,  it  goes  as 
a  matter  of  course  that  he  is  willing  to  get 
it  into  Committee,  and  then  deal  with  it  in 
a  reasonable  way.  If  he  had  not  meant  that, 
be  ought  to  have  told  us  that  he  was  going 
to  take  the  first  opportunity  of  backing  the 
amendment  which  the  honourable  member 
announced  his  intention  to  move. 

Sir  J.  VOGEL.— Will  the  honourable  gentle- 
man excuse  my  interrupting  him  ?  I  said  I 
advised  the  honourable  gentleman  to  take  the 
second  reading  as  a  principle,  but  not  to  push 
the  Bill  further.  I  am  not  certain  if  I  used 
these  words.  Let  me  tell  him  I  am  no  party 
to  this  amendment,  but  I  said  I  should  vote  for 
it.  I  did  not  lead  the  honourable  gentleman  to 
suppose  that  I  had  induced  it  to  be  brought 
forward. 

Major  ATKINSON.— I  was  assured  in  the 
lobby,  before  coming  to  this  House,  on  what 


appeared  to  be  excellent  authority,  that  the 
Opposition  wore  not  going  to  support  the  amende 
ment — that  they  were  going  nito  Committee. 
An  honourable  gentleman  asked  me  if  I  would 
agree  to  a  particular  clause,  and  I  said  I  could 
not  tell  him.  I  am  taken  absolutely  by  sur- 
prise by  the  statement  of  the  honourablo  gentle- 
man to-night.  I  am  not  going  to  complain. 
Portimately,  I  have  kept  my  powder  dry  up  to 
the  present  occasion,  and  I  am  happy  to  say  I 
am  in  a  position  to  resist  whatever  course  the 
honourable  gentleman  takes.  When  an  under- 
standing of  that  kind  is  made,  it  is  not  fair 
parliamentary  tactics  suddenly  to  turn  round 
and  say  that  he  will  support  such  a  resolution 
as  that  of  the  honourable  member  for  Kumara. 
When  he  does  that  he  takes  upon  himself  the 
responsibility  of  all  the  obstruction  that  the 
honourable  gentleman  has  given  to  this  Bill. 
I  will  say  nothing  against  anything  in  the  shape 
of  fair  discussion  ;  but  two  long  speeches  of  an 
hour  each  have  been  made,  reiterating  all  the 
stale  arguments,  nothing  new,  and  the  only 
object  of  which  con  bo  to  delay  the  passage  of 
tho  Bill.  We  know  very  well  that  the  honour- 
able gentleman  does  not  care  for  local  govern- 
ment. That  was  only  a  catch-vote  to  catch 
innocent  supporters  of  the  Government,  like 
the  honourable  member  for  Wallace.  But  the 
utter  innocence  of  tho  honourable  gentlemen 
secures  them  from  being  caught  in  that  way. 
The  honourable  gentleman  said  he  was  not 
going  to  be  caught  in  a  trap,  and  I  have  no 
doubt  that  before  I  have  done  the  honourable 
gentleman  will  moke  up  his  mind  clearly  to 
vote  for  the  Government.  This  has  put  it  into 
a  rather  unfortunate  position.  I  am  very  sorr^ 
tho  loader  of  the  Opposition  has  taken  this  posi- 
tion, because  it  makes  it  much  harder  for  the 
Government  to  leave  it  very  free  in  Committee. 
My  desire  would  be  to  so  leave  it  that  we 
might  vote  very  freely ;  but  I  want  tho  House 
di»tinctly  to  understand  that  this  is  one  of  the 
policy  Bills  of  the  Government,  and  the  Go- 
vernment are  going  to  do  their  best  to  carry  it 
this  session.  I  want  the  House  to  understand 
that  distinctly.  And  I  say  the  leader  of  the 
Opposition  now,  by  taking  up  tho  motion  of  the 
honourable  gentleman,  has  put  the  Government 
in  a  very  awkward  position.  Wo  shall  be  told 
by  the  honourablo  member  for  Kumara,  what- 
ever amendments  are  carried,  "  Oh,  yes ;  I 
did  all  this ;  I  forced  the  hand  of  tho  Govern- 
ment." Well,  the  Government  are  not  going 
to  be  put  in  that  position.  I  was  willing  and 
anxious  to  meet  him  in  every  fair  way,  but  1  will 
not  be  driven  into  a  comer  by  the  honourable 
member  for  Kumara;  and  I  am  quite  sure 
the  House  will  back  me  in  that.  I  want  to 
say  a  word  or  two  about  local  self-govern- 
ment. That  has  nothing  whatever  to  do  with 
this.  If  the  work  of  the  Houso  remained  ex- 
actly as  it  is,  seventy  members  are  plenty  to 
do  our  work.  I  say  that  distinctly.  That  is 
my  opinion ;  and  this  matter  has  only  been 
put  forward  as  a  trap,  nothing  more  or  less. 
But  I  say  this  with  regard  to  local  govemmont : 
that  I  am  as  strongly  in  favour  of  local  self-go- 
vernment as  any  man  in  this  House — a  great 
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deal  stronger  than  the  honourable  member  for 

Wallace,  though  he  does  not  knovr  it ;  and  I 
say  no  man  has  done  more  for  local  govern- 
ment than  I  have  done. — (No.) — That  is  only  an 
opinion.  Then,  I  ^ant  to  say,  further,  that  I 
will  give  this  matter  my  careful  consideration 
during  the  recess.  If  I  can  see  any  way  of 
dealing  more  satisfactorily  with  the  subject 
than  now  I  shall,  next  session,  bring  forward  a 
proposal  to  deal  with  it.  But  I  say  that  those 
gentlemen  who  are  always  talking  of  local  go- 
vernment, always  declaring  that  we  have  not 
dealt  with  it,  and  what  they  could  do  in  the 
way  of  local  government — I  say  it  is  their 
duty  to  make  suggestions  on  the  subject.  And 
now,  Sir,  every  honourable  gentleman  who 
thinks  he  has  a  gift  to  propound  schemes  for 
local  government,  I  ask  him  to  submit  his 
schemes ;  and,  if  from  these  suggestions  I  think 
I  can  devise  a  good  measure,  I  shall  approach 
them  with  every  intention  of  doing  so.  I  shall 
give  them  my  careful  consideration,  and,  if  I 
find  it  practicable  to  suggest  a  scheme  of  better 
and  more  effective  loccd  government,  then  I 
shall  be  warranted,  and  shall  be  prepared,  to 
bring  down  a  measure  next  session.  I  do  not 
know  whether  the  honourable  member  or  any 
other  honourable  gentleman  wants  anything 
more  than  that.  But  I  am  serious  when  I 
invite  every  one  who  thinks  he  has  a  gift  to 
propound  a  scheme  of  local  government  to  let 
me  have  his  suggestions,  and  I  will  endea- 
vour to  give  effect  to  them  if  I  think  them 
worthy  of  adoption.  There  is  not  a  single 
member  who  talks  about  local  government 
that  I  have  not  been  to  personally  and  said, 
"  Give  me  your  scheme  on  paper.  We  want 
on  effective  system  of  local  government." 
But  I  have  never  had  a  single  suggestion  from 
one  of  those  honourable  gentlemen.  The 
party  who  were  going  to  give  us  this  per- 
fect system  of  local  government  were  put  mto 
office  and  kept  there  for  three  years  to  do  it ; 
and  then  they  went  out,  and  all  they  had  done 
was  to  slightly  amend  the  Counties  Act — "  only 
that,  and  nothing  more."  Wewere  told  by  the 
late  Premier — who  was  very  great  on  this  sub- 
ject —  that  the  Government  were  placed  in 
office  to  do  it,  and  they  were  going  to  do  it ; 
and  the  late  Treasurer  announced  at  Christ- 
church  that  he  was  to  devise  the  financial  part 
of  the  new  system,  and  the  Premier  was  to 
devise  the  other  parts — there  was  a  fair  division 
of  labour, and  they  were  to  doit  between  them. 
And,  Sir,  we  know  what  came  of  it. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— What  about  the  charitable- 
aid  system  ? 

Major  ATKINSON.— Nothing  more  ridicu- 
lous than  the  Government's  own  proposals  on 
this  subject  was  ever  proposed  in  New  Zealand, 
and  now  the  Act  has  to  come  up  to  be  altered 
session  after  session.  That  was  simply  nothing 
more  or  less  than  a  device  of  the  late  Trea- 
surer to  throw  the  burden  on  the  localities. 
That  was  all  that  was ;  there  was  nothing  in 
that.  However,  I  do  not  propose  to  go  more 
fully  into  that  subject  now.  I  believe  the  late 
Government's  proposals  on  the  subject  were 
entirely  on  wrong  lines. 
Major  Athiruon 


Mr.  SEDDON.— You  have  not  proposed  to 

repeal  it. 

Major  ATKINSON.— No ;  but  I  have  pro- 
posed a  number  of  other  measures  which  the 
honourable  gentleman  does  not  like,  and  which 
he  is  obstructing ;  and  next  session  I  shall 
have  a  lot  more  that  he  will  not  like. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— You  will  be  on  this  side  of 
the  House  then. 

Major  ATKINSON.— Then,  if  I  am,  I  shall 
do  my  duty,  and  not  obstruct.  Now,  Sir,  this 
Bill  is  part  of  our  general  scheme  for  reducing 
the  cost  of  the  machinery  of  government  of 
this  country.  It  is  part  of  the  scheme,  and 
as  such  we  treat  it  as  a  Government  measure. 
As  I  have  just  said,  I  shall  be  glad  to  meet  in 
Committee  any  reasonable  amendments;  bat  I 
shall  have  to  be  very  much  stifier  in  the  back, 
after  the  very  extraordinary  conduct  of  the 
Opposition,  What  the  Government  wish  to 
see  done  by  the  BiU  is  this — and  we  do  not 
care  for  anything  else:  We  wish  to  see  the 
number  of  members  fixed,  upon  which  we  can 
found  our  complete  system  of  representation 
next  session.  I  should  very  much  like  to  have 
dealt  with  the  whole  q^uestion  this  session — 
the  electoral  rolls,  the  question  of  whether 
electorates  shall  be  single  or  shall  return 
three  or  four  members  —  whether  the  town 
constituencies  are  to  be  amalgamated  or 
not.  All  these  questions  I  should  like  to 
have  hod  considered  this  session,  if  we  had 
had  time.  But  wo  had  not  time,  and  there- 
fore what  I  want  to  say  for  the  Government 
is  that,  if  by  passing  this  measure  we  simply 
fix  the  number  of  members  of  the  House, 
upon  that  the  Government  can  base  their  pro- 
posals next  session ;  because,  I  take  it,  we  are 
all  agreed  that  our  whole  system  requires  re- 
form— that  the  methods  of  registration,  of 
election,  and  everything  else  require  altera- 
tion. We  are  all  agreed  that  it  is  entirely  un- 
satisfactory now ;  and  there  can  be  no  doubt 
that  the  personation  and  roll-stuffing  during  the 
last  election  would  have  been  disgraceful  to 
any  country.  I  say  the  whole  thing  has  to  be 
revised  next  session ;  and  I  therefore  do  hope 
that  my  friends  will  abstain  from  attempt- 
ing to  make  this  Bill  do  more  than  fix  Uis 
number  of  members,  and  that  all  such  ques- 
tions as  fixing  the  proportion  between  town  and 
country  representation  and  joining  the  electo- 
rates will  be  left  over  to  be  dealt  with  next 
session.  I  venture  to  think  it  would  be  only 
waste  of  time  to  attempt  to  do  it  now,  when  aU 
we  want  to  do  is  to  fix  a  basis  on  which  to  form 
our  representation  system.  As  to  the  question 
of  Maori  representation,  I  want  to  say  this: 
The  Government,  in  bringing  down  this  BiU, 
went  on  the  principle  of  reducing  the  Maori 
representation  in  the  same  proportion  as  they 
proposed  to  reduce  the  European  representa- 
tion. There  is  nothing  unreasonable  or  unfair 
in  that.  Now,  at  the  present  time,  the  Maoris 
have  a  double  right  in  representation.  They 
have  the  right  to  vote  for  their  own  Native 
members,  and  they  have  the  right  to  appear  on 
our  electoral  rolls  and  vote  for  European  repre- 
sentatives.   They  have  this  double  right,  al- 
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though  they  do  not  pay  rates  and  taxes  which 
SoTopeans  pay.  They  do  not  pay  the  property- 
tax,  nor  rates  if  their  property  is  five  miles  from 
a  road.  Kow,  I  have  foaild  since  this  Bill  was 
introdaoed  that  the  Maoris  are  quite  willing  to 
give  np  the  right  to  vote  in  our  elections  if 
they  ata  allowed  to  retain  their  four  members. 
That  seems  to  me  quite  reasonable.  I  am  of 
epmion  that  it  would  not  be  at  all  wise  to  bring 
the  Natives  and  the  Europeans  into  one  electo- 
rate at  the  present  time.  That,  I  think,  would 
have  a  very  bad  efTect  on  both  races.  As  soon 
as  English  is  the  ordinary  language  of  the 
Maori,  then,I  think, he  may  be  put  in  the  same 
electorate  as  the  European,  and  I  shall  be 
▼ety  glad  when  that  time  arrives.  At  present 
he  is  only  approachable  through  persons  who 
have  learnt  the  Maori  language,  who  are  but 
few ;  and  it  is  very  undesirable  that  the  Natives 
■hoald  be  put  into  the  hands  of  a  few  persons, 
to  be  led  practically  by  what  they  are  told  :  for 
they  have  no  access,  practically,  to  our  news- 
pa3)er8,  or  any  of  our  general  sources  of  infor- 
mation. Therefore  it  does  seem  to  me  wise 
that  we  should  give  the  Maoris  fair  repre- 
sentation by  their  own  race,  and  I  think  four 
members  would  be  fair  representation,  and  I 
think  the  Natives  should  be  taken  off  our  rolls. 
Therefore  in  Committee  I  shall  propose  that 
the  number  of  Maori  members  be  left  at  four ; 
and  next  session,  in  our  Bills  then,  we  shall 
propose  that  Maori  names  be  not  allowed  to 
appear  on  our  electoral  rolls.  I  understand 
that  will  be  acceptable  to  the  Maori  repre- 
sentatives, and  that  is  the  history  of  what  the 
hononrable  member  for  Kumara  was  pleased 
to  call  the  negotiations  that  he  says  have 
taken  place.  I  consented  to  it,  without  say- 
ing a  word  to  one  of  the  Native  members. 
It  embodies  what  has  been  my  opinion  for  a 
long  time ;  and  I  was  informed,  just  before  the 
House  met  this  evening,  that  the  Maoris  would 
accept  that  as  fair  and  reasonable,  and  the 
Ministry  will  be  very  glad  to  take  that  coarse. 
Sir,  I  think  I  have  said  enough  to  show  that, 
in  the  opinion  of  the  Government,  this  is  one  of 
the  most  important  of  their  measures,  and  it  is 
part  of  their  scheme.  I  am  strongly  impressed 
— ^whether  other  honourable  members  are  or 
not — with  the  necessity  for  reducing  the  num- 
ber of  membeiB  of  this  House,  if  we  are  to  have 
true  economy  throughout  the  country.  All 
this  talk  about  the  people  not  being  properly 
represented  is  just  simply  talk  ;  they  will  be  as 
fmly  represented  if  this  Bill  is  passed  as  they 
ate  now.  And  the  reason  why  I  cannot  accede 
to  the  proposal  of  the  honourable  member  for 
Christchurch  North,  that  the  Commissioners 
shall  divide  the  country  into  the  new  districts 
during  the  coming  recess,  is  this:  that  it  would 
be  putting  us  to  a  needless  expense,  and  it 
would  be  doing  no  good  at  all.  If  we  fix 
the  number  of  members  now  as  a  basis,  and 
then  decide  oar  electoral  system  generally  next 
session,  then,  I  think,  it  will  be  our  duty 
to  have  the  country  divided  into  districts  as 
soon  as  possible — that  is,  if  we  determine  to 
leave  the  power  still  in  the  hands  of  Commis- 
sioners,  instead  of  its  being  resumed  by  this 


House.  But  I  think  that  question,  too,  will 
have  to  be  considered  next  session.  I  do  not 
say  that  we  shall  propose  to  revise  the  new 
system,  but  I  do  say  that  we  shall  want  to  re- 
consider the  question  next  session.  Then,  with 
regard  to  the  census,  the  honourable  member 
for  Christchurch  North  made  a  great  point  of 
that,  and  so  did  the  honourable  member  for 
Kumara ;  and  I  agree  with  them.  I  say  it  is  an 
important  point ;  and  I  say  it  will  be  our  duty 
next  session  to  make  some  provision  for  that. 
But  that  is  the  law  at  the  present  time — a  law 
brought  in  by  the  honourable  gentleman  oppo- 
site, and  supported  by  the  honourable  member 
for  Kumara.  It  is  all  very  well  for  that  honour- 
able gentleman  to  tell  us  that  he  voted  against 
the  late  Government  when  their  measures  were 
bad ;  hut  he  never  did  that  when  it  was  a 
question  of  keeping  the  Government  in  or 
putting  them  out.  When  that  was  in  issue  he 
always  took  core  to  vote  with  the  Government, 
no  matter  how  bad  their  measures  were ;  and 
therefore  the  honourable  gentleman  is  partly 
responsible  for  every  one  of  their  bod  mea- 
sures, because  we  know  that  the  only  way  to 
stop  bad  measures  is  to  put  the  Government 
out ;  and,  as  the  honourable  member  helped  to 
keep  the  late  Government  in,  he  must  take  his 
share  of  the  blame  for  all  their  bad  measures. 
I  say  the  census  is  a  very  important  point,  and 
we  must  make  some  provision  for  it ;  but,  if 
we  are  to  go  on  a  population  basis,  it  is  quite 
clear  to  my  mind  that  any  new  House  must  be 
elected  soon  after  a  census.  That  seems  to  me 
to  follow  as  a  matter  of  course.  I  cannot  say 
what  the  Government  proposal  in  that  respect 
will  be ;  but  I  am  very  much  impressed  with 
the  necessity  of  having  a  census  as  shortly  as 
possible  before  an  election — before  the  districts 
are  fixed.  I  am  sorry  to  have  troubled  the 
House  at  this  length.  I  had  not  intended  to 
speak  on  this  oc'casion,  but  meant  to  give  up 
my  right  to  reply.  I  have  refrskined  from 
talking  throughout  simply  on  account  of  the 
large  amount  of  talk  which  some  honourable 
members  will  give  us  on  any  subject.  I,  like 
many  others,  have  sat  perfectly  still,  even 
though  I  have  desired  to  address  the  House, 
because  of  the  undue  time  taken  up  in  the 
obstruction  of  the  Bill.  I  hope  the  House  will 
distinctly  understand — I  do  not  say  it  in  any 
way  OS  a  threat  —  that  this  is  a  Government 
Bill,  and  it  is  the  intention  of  the  Govern- 
ment to  get  it  through;  and  the  Government 
would  have  been  prepared  to  give  much  more 
latitude  in  Committee  if  the  honourable 
gentlemen  opposite  had  not  taken  the  extra- 
ordinary course  they  have  taken.  But  I  will 
go  as  far  as  this,  because  I  am  very  anxious 
not  to  have  any  misunderstanding  in  the 
matter :  If  the  honourable  gentleman  is  really 
sincere  in  what  he  says,  that  he  has  been 
under  a  misapprehension,  I  am  quite  willing, 
if  the  honourable  gentleman  chooses  to  with- 
draw his  proposal,  to  let  the  Bill  go  into  Com- 
mittee and  discuss  it  as  we  should  have  done 
before ;  but,  if  his  amendment  goes  to  a  divi- 
sion, then  the  position  of  the  Government  will 
be  different  from  what  it  would  be  if  we  had 
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gono  on  with  the  committal  in  the  usual  way, 
as  we  were  prepared  to  do. 

Mr.  PISH.— It  was  with  very  great  regret, 
Sir,  that  I  heard  the  Premier  attack,  in  the 
violent  and  undignified  manner  in  which  he 
did,  the  honourable  member  for  Auckland 
Central.  I  think  that  is  a  regret  which  must 
be  shared  by  nine-tenths  of  the  members  of  this 
House.  The  lionourable  gentleman's  position 
in  this  House,  the  position  be  has  held  in  the 
country,  the  age  of  the  honourable  gentleman, 
onght  to  have  protected  him,  I  think,  from  so 
savage  an  assault  as  the  Premier  thought  it 
to  be  his  duty  to  inflict  upon  him.  It  came, 
I  think,  with  particularly  bad  grace  from  the 
Premier  to  indulge  in  such  a  terrible  tirade 
of  abuse  against  the  honourable  gentleman.  It 
was  most  undignified  on  his  part. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— I  must  hold  tliat  the 
honourable  member  is  using  too  strong  lan- 
guage to\yards  the  honourable  member  for 
Egmont. 

Mr.  PISH. — I  was  going  to  observe  that  it 
was  most  undignified  on  the  part  of  the 
Premier  to  use  such  words  as  "  disgraceful 
conduct,"  "  lie  ought  to  be  ashamed  of  himself," 
and  "  base.''  I  do  not  think  I  have  used  such 
strong  words  as  those.  Those  were  the  words 
which  the  Premier  used  towards  the  honourable 
member  for  Auckland  Central ;  and  I  think 
the  use  of  those  words  on  the  part  of  the 
leader  of  the  House — a  gentleman  who  is  sup- 
posed to  conduct  the  House  with  propriety,  and 
to  set  on  example  to  other  members,  and 
especially  to  new  members — I  think,  looking 
at  the  position  of  the  honourable  gentle- 
man, it  was  really  very  undignified,  to  use  no 
stronger  term,  on  his  part  to  have  used  the 
words  to  which  I  have  referred.  It  was  in 
particularly  bod  taste,  I  think,  too,  for  the 
honourable  member  to  have  used  those  words 
to  the  honourable  member  for  Auckland  Cen- 
tral, considering  the  fact  that  that  honourable 
gentleman  occupies  the  position,  with  regard  to 
tiio  Premier,  of  being  a  king-maker,  that  is 
to  say — and  I  am  justified,  I  think,  in  saying 
it — that  the  honourable  gentleman  was  the 
means  by  which  the  honourable  member  for 
Egmont  has  resumed  the  position  of  Premier 
of  tliis  country.  Does  it  not  strike  the  mem- 
bers of  this  House,  and  would  it  not  strike  the 
public  at  largo,  as  being  somewhat  passing 
strange  that  the  honourable  gentleman  should 
say  to  the  honourable  member  for  Auckland 
Central  that  in  all  his  life  he  had  done  nothing 
for  the  good  of  this  country,  that  he  was 
practically  a  marplot,  that  he  had  never  done 
anything  for  the  country,  and  was  eaten  up  by 
vanity  and  self-conceit,  and  that  he  was  use- 
less to  this  House  and  the  country  ?  If  the 
Premier  is  correct  now  in  his  estimate  of  the 
character  of  tho  honourable  member  for  Auck- 
land Central,  he  must  have  been  aware  of  it 
long  ago ;  and,  if  so.  is  it  not  strange  that  he 
should  have  offered  that  honourable  gentleman, 
as  I  believe  ho  did — I  speak  subject  to  correc- 
tion—  any  position  in  tho  present  Ministry, 
even  if  it  hod  been  the  Premiership,  which 
the  member  for  Auckland  Central  might  have 
Major  Atkinson 


thought  fit  to  accept  ?  How  does  the  honour- 
able gentleman  reconcile  his  statement  to- 
night with  the  fact  that  he  has  offered  these 
things  to  the  honourable  member  for  Auckland 
Central  so  recently  ?  The  Premier  has  told  the 
House  and  the  honourable  member  for  Auck- 
land Central  that  one  of  his  Bills,  which  he 
thinks  is  essential  to  the  well-being  of  this 
country,  and  that  it  should  be  passed  into  law 
— the  Land  for  Settlements  Bill — is  a  perfectly 
unworkable  and  impracticable  measure.  If  I 
mistake  not,  the  Premier  said  a  few  niglits  ago 
that  this  measure  was  a  much  better  measure 
than  that  introduced  by  the  late  Government. 
Strange  inconsistency  here,  again !  Then,  did 
he  not,  in  the  course  of  some  debate  in  this 
House  this  session,  or,  at  any  rate,  did  he  not 
publicly  state  that  the  honourable  member  for 
Auckland  Central  would  have  been  an  excellent 
individual  to  have  sent  Home  to  induce  a 
suitable  class  of  settlers  to  come  to  this  conn- 
try  ?  Was  he  doing  his  duty  to  tho  country 
in  making  a  statement  of  that  kind  ?  Was  it 
right  or  just  that  a  man  who  is  bo  eaten  up 
with  vanity  or  conceit  as  to  make  himself  use- 
less for  all  good  purposes  to  the  country — was 
it  right  to  say  that  that  gentleman  was  a  fit- 
ting man  to  go  Home  to  induce  immigrants  to 
come  to  this  country  ?  I  am  credibly  informed 
that  the  honourable  gentleman  has  said  so.  I 
shall  not  detain  the  House  very  much  longer 
upon  this  point;  but  I  do  say  that  the 
language  in  which  the  Premier  attacked  the 
honourable  member  for  Auckland  Central  was 
unjust,  undignified,  and  improper,  more  par- 
ticularly as  coming  from  a  gentleman  occupy- 
ing the  position  in  the  country  Chat  the  Pre- 
mier does,  and  to  a  gentleman  who  has  occupied 
and  does  occupy  the  position  of  the  honourable 
member  for  Auckland  Central.  The  Premier 
looks  upon  the  honourable  gentleman  now  with 
contempt.  He  says  all  these  things  of  him  ; 
and  why  ?  Not  because  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Auckland  Central  expects  that  the  Go- 
vernment, in  a  servile  manner,  should  do  what 
he  suggested  or  wtinted  them  to  do,  but  because 
he  finds  that  the  honourable  member  for  Auck- 
land Central  is  not  prepared  to  swallow  the 
ncxious  doses  dignified  by  tho  name  of  Bills 
which  the  Premier  has  brought  donn  to  this 
House  this  session.  Is  it  because  the  honour- 
able member  for  Auckland  Central  chooses  to 
stigmatize  those  Bills  as  improper,  not  good 
for  the  well-being  of  this  country,  and  because 
he  has  chosen  to  censure  those  Bills  freely,  and 
because  he  sees  that  the  Premier  ojid  the  Go- 
vernment are  endeavouring  to  force  measures 
upon  an  unwilling  House  and  country  in  a  pre- 
mature manner ; — is  it  because  ho  has  chosen 
to  criticize  these  measures,  and  has  expressed 
his  dissatisfaction  with  them,  that  the  honour- 
able gentleman  finds  all  these  faults  in  the 
honourable  member  for  Auckland  Central  ? 
Sir,  I  contend  that  the  honourable  gentle- 
man would  not  have  been  doing  his  duty, 
although  he  helped  to  put  the  Hon.  the 
Premier  in  the  position  he  occupies,  unless 
he  had  freely  criticized  the  measures  brought 
before  this  House.     Tho  Premier  has  used  the 
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language  be  has  to  the  honourable  gentleman 
4m  account  of  the  fearlcBS  expression  of  his 
opinions  upon  these  matters,  and  because  bo 
endeavours  to  protect  the  country  from  these 
measures  being  so  hurriedly  passed  through 
the  House  as  the  Government  is  desirous  to 
see.  The  honourable  gentleman  has  said — and 
it  shows  part  of  the  honourable  gentleman's 
nature,  a  nature  -wbich,  I  venture  to  say,  is  per- 
haps the  most  repellent  and  pugnacious  that  is 
possessed  by  almost  any  one  in  the  country,  a 
nature  so  repugnant  and  repellent  as  to  utterly 
unfit  the  houourable  gentleman  for  the  re- 
sponsible position  of  leader  of  this  House 

Mr.  MARCHANT.— I  rise  to  a  point  of  order. 
I  do  not  think  it  is  quite  within  order  for  the 
honourable  gentleman  to  refer  to  the  Premier 
«{  the  colony  as  possessing  a  nature  tho<most 
lepellcnt  and  repugnant  of  any  in  the  colony. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— I  think  the  language  is  in 
its  general  tone  too  strong  to  be  used.  Such 
words  must  be  personally  offensive  to  the 
honourable  gentleman  referred  to;  and  that  is 
the  test  of  unparliamentary  language.  I  do 
not  take  exception  merely  to  the  word  "pug- 
nacious." 

Mr.  FISH. — I  am  surely  entitled  to  stigma- 
tize the  honourable  gentleman's  manner  as 
of  such  a  pugnacious  character  as  to  raise  the 
ira  of  members  of  this  House.  It  is  not  the 
occurrence  of  to-day  or  yesterday ;  but,  when- 
ever the  honourable  gentleman's  feathers  are 
ruffled  at  all,  he  at  once  assumes  a  language 
and  appearance — if  I  am  not  out  of  order  in 
saying  so — which  is  of  a  politically-ferocious 
oharacter.  In  point  of  fact,  the  manner  of  the 
honourable  gentleman  is  even  worse  than  his 
matter,  and  he  does  endeavour  to  inspire  in 
the  members  of  this  House  a  positive  fear, 
which  he  uses  without  scruple  in  order  to 
check  the  freedom  of  debate.  It  is  notorious 
that  the  honourable  gentleman  is  always  as- 
Eoming  that  position  and  that  manner,  and  it 
is  upon  that  account  that  so  much  friction 
arises  from  time  to  time.  The  honourable 
gentleman  told  us  a  short  time  ago  that  this 
measure  shall  not  be  sonsidered  in  Committee 
in  a  fair  and  proper  way.  He  has  declared 
that  he  will  make  it  a  party  measvure.  He  will 
make  a  Bill  for  the  representation  of  the  people 
— a  Bill  which  will,  for  good  or  evil,  interfere 
with  the  rights  of  the  people — he  has  made  this 
a  party  measure,  and  has  called  his  followers 
to  his  back,  and  he  will  force  this  measure  down 
our  throats,  to  the  detriment  of  our  health  and 
to  the  injury  of  our  strength ;  and  he  will  make 
it  the  law  of  the  country.  By  expressions  such 
as  these,  and  by  the  attempt  to  force  things 
in  this  vis.y,  he  will  raise  up  eg^ually  strong 
and  determined  wills  against  lus  own.  We 
should  be  forgetting  our  duty  to  the  House  and 
the  country  if  we  were  to  allow  ourselves  to  be 
influenced  by  the  use  of  such  language  as  this. 
By  the  endeavour,  as  I  say,  to  impede  and  ob- 
stxuct  the  expression  of  opinions  by  members 
of  this  House  which  they  think  it  neccssai? 
and  desirable  to  give  in  the  interests  of  their 
constituents,  he  will  raise  up  equally  determined 
and  pugnacious  opposition  to  himself;  and  I 


leave  the  honourable  gentleman  to  say  how  far 
that  will  be  for  the  good  of  the  coimtry.  The 
houourable  gentleman  must  not  bo  surprised 
if  his  own  conduct  and  language  should  tend 
to  raise  up  this  most  undesirable  feeling.  I 
am  more  than  sorry  that  the  honourable 
gentleman  himself  should  be  the  cause  of  so 
many  scenes  of  this  kind  in  the  House.  I 
could  not  refrain  from  expressing  my  intense 
indignation  at  the  unwarrantable  attack,  as  I 
take  it,  which  the  honourable  gentleman  made 
upon  the  honourable  member  for  Auckland 
Central ;  and  as  long  as  I  am  hero  I  shall  not 
allow  on  attack  of  that  kind  to  pass  by  without 
raising  my  humble  voice  in  protest  against  it ; 
and  I  do  not  think  I  should  be  doing  my  duty 
unless  I  had  taken  the  course  which  I  have 
taken  on  this  occasion. 

Major  STEWARD.— I  rise  to  move  the  ad- 
journment of  the  House,  in  order  that  the 
honourable  gentleman  at  the  head  of  the  Op- 
position may  malce  a  statement,  which  he 
would  not  otherwise  have  an  opportunity  of 
doing. 

Sir  J.  VOGEL. — The  honourable  gentlemft,n 
has  been  kind  enough  to  enable  mo  to  make 
a  few  remarks  in  consequence  of  the  extra- 
ordinary speech  which  has  fallen  from  the 
honourable  member  at  the  head  of  the  Govern- 
ment. And,  Sir,  ho  impugned  my  conduct 
in  supporting  the  amendment  of  the  honour- 
able member  for  Kumara ;  but  if  the  Premier 
had  not  been  led  by  the  very  strong  feel- 
ing that  he  exhibited  this  evening  he  must 
have  understood  clearly  from  the  remarks  that 
I  made  that  I  was  no  party  to  the  amend- 
ment which  the  honourable  member  for  Ku- 
mara was  moving.  As  to  my  not  being  at 
liberty  to  oppose  the  Bill  going  further  than 
the  second  reading,  I  think  that  the  honourable 
gentleman  misunderstood  my  remarks  yester- 
day, because  I  stated  that,  although  I  could 
not  support  the  Bill,  I  would  not  oppose  it,  and 
that  I  thought  the  honourable  member  should 
be  content  with  the  second  reading.  Indeed, 
I  used  all  the  iniluence  I  had  yesterday  to 
prevent  a  division  against  the  second  reading. 
I  also  indicated  in  my  remarks  that  I  thought 
the  honourable  member  for  Kumara  would 
better  serve  his  purpose  by  allowing  the  vote  to 
be  taken  on  the  question  of  your  leaving  the 
chair ;  and  if  that  had  been  done  no  political 
significance  would  have  attached  to  it.  It 
would  simply  have  been  an  indication  on  the 
part  of  the  House  that  they  do  not  desire  to 
proceed  further  with  the  measure  during  the 
present  session.  The  Premier  said  ha  would 
have  been  prepared  to  receive  amendments 
in  Committee,  but  would  not  now,  because, 
if  he  did,  the  honourable  member  for  Kumara 
would  gain  a  victory.  But  I  would  point  out 
to  him  that  such  on  excuse  does  not  hold 
water.  Surely,  if  we  go  into  Committee  on 
the  Bill  it  will  mean  a  victory  to  the  Go- 
vernment, because,  to  get  into  Committee, 
they  must  defeat  the  amendment  of  the 
honourable  member  for  Kumara.  It  seems 
to  me  that  the  honourable  gentleman's  re- 
marks were  inconsistent,    and   that  he   was 
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manu&Lctaring  the  reason  for  refusing  to  allow 
ua  to  consider  those  amendments  in  Com- 
mittee,  which,  I  have  pointed  out,  we  ought 
to  have  the  fullest  opportunity  of  dealing 
with.  Later  on  the  honourable  gentleman 
gave  us  an  explanation,  to  which  I  shall  refer 
before  concluding  my  remarks.  But,  Sir,  I 
cannot  allow  it  to  be  said  that  I  have  acted 
in  this  matter  otherwise  than  fairly  to  the 
honourable  member — indeed,  I  may  say,  in  a 
friendly  spirit.  Now,  I  wish  to  say  a  few  words 
upon  the  unprecedented  violence  of  the  attack 
made  by  the  head  of  the  Government  upon  the 
honourable  member  for  Auckland  Central;  I 
may  do  so  without  introducing  into  the  matter 
any  personal  significance,  for  it  is  well  known 
that  the  honourable  member  for  Auckland 
Central  is  in  the  habit  of  attacking  me  in  the 
House ;  and  it  is  also  known  to  honourable 
members  that  I  uniformly  abstain  from  reply- 
ing to  those  attacks,  feeling  as  I  do  that  some- 
thing more  than  ordinary  respect  attaches  to 
an  honourable  member  who  has  played  so  large 
a  part  in  the  history  of  the  colony.  But  that 
the  honourable  member  for  Egmont  shoold 
presume  to  speak  in  the  terms  of  bitter  con- 
tempt in  which  he  indulged  towards  a  mem- 
ber, a  veteran  politician,  who,  as  compared 
with  himself.  Sir,  is  as  a  father  to  a  child,  ap- 
pears to  me  to  be  not  only  a  display  of  want  of 
taste  on  his  own  part  as  an  individual  member, 
but,  as  leader  of  the  House,  an  insult  to  every 
one  in  it ;  and  I  am  much  mistaken  il  there  was 
a  member  who  listened  to  that  violent  attack, 
that  impassioned  attack,  in  which  he  exhibited 
such  bitter  hatred,  who  did  not  feel  ashamed 
that  the  House  should  be  led  by  a  member  who 
had  so  little  control  not  only  over  his  passions, 
but  also  over  his  expressions  of  thought.  To 
say  that  the  honourable  member  for  Auckland 
Central  has  had  no  influence  over  the  history 
of  the  colony  is  absurd.  Does  the  honourable 
member  for  Egmont  think  that,  in  the  time  to 
oome,  or  in  the  present  time,  or  in  the  past, 
there  is  anything  to  compare  between  his 
position  in  the  colony  and  the  position  of  the 
honourable  member  for  Auckland  Central  ?  If 
the  honourable  member  lived  a  hundred  years 
he  would  not  impress  upon  the  history  of  the 
colony  anything  like  so  indelible  a  mark 
as  the  honourable  member  for  Auckland 
Central  has  done.  To  the  labours  of  the 
honourable  member  for  Auckland  Central  is 
owing  the  fact  that  the  people  of  the  colony 
take  a  very  largo  interest  in  public  affairs,  an 
interest  which  a  few  years  ago  was  quite  un- 
known. I  have  not  disguised,  as  regards  my 
own  part  in  public  affairs  in  former  times,  that 
I  looked  on  the  colony  as  a  machine  for  colo- 
nising and  enabling  persons  anxious  to  settle 
to  lead  prosperous  careers  ;  and  I  cannot  help 
thinking  it  was  for  the  material  interests  of  the 
colony  to  advance  its  settlement,  as  has  been 
done  to  an  extraordinary  extent.  Since  I  have 
been  back  in  the  colony  it  has  struck  me  as 
nothing  less  than  remarkable  the  feeling  on 
the  part  of  the  people  of  the  colony  to  build 
np  a  distinct  and  individual  nationality.  For 
many  years  I  hoped  the  time  would  come  when 
Sir  J.  Vogel 


the  whole  of  the  British  dominions  would  be 
federated,  so  that  the  colonies  would  not  b« 
called  on  to  exercise  independent  functions. 
Bat  I  confess  late  events  have  dimmed  my 
hopes  of  federation.  That  being  the  case,  I 
cannot  view  with  indifference  the  fact  that  the 
people  of  New  Zealand  are  -taking  upon  them- 
selves a  knowledge  and  responsibility  whiofa 
may  fit  them  in  the  future  to  become  a  separate 
State  of  a  large  and  independent  character. 
This,  I  say,  is  owing  to  the  efforts  of  the 
honourable  member  for  Auckland  Central. 
While  I  was  away  from  the  colony  I  was  not 
unwatchful  of  what  took  place.  Honourable 
members  will  bear  me  out  in  saying  that 
when  the  honourable  member  for  Auckland 
Central  advocated,  as  he  did,  views  of  an  ex- 
tremely democratic  character,  it  became  the 
habit  of  other  leaders  who  swayed  the  go- 
vernment of  the  country  to  try  and  persuade 
the  colonists  that  they  held  more  democratic 
opinions.  The  honourable  member  at  the  head 
of  the  Qovemment  is  an  example.  After  be 
had  succeeded  the  honourable  member  for 
Auckland  Central,  he  tried  to  persuade  the 
country  that  he  held  strong  views  in  the  way 
of  giving  greater  liberties  and  privileges  to  the 
people  than  the  honourable  member  whom  he 
succeeded.  Sir,  what  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Egmont  says  about  the  Ministry  over 
which  the  honourable  member  for  Auckland 
Central  presided  is,  in  my  opinion,  not  fair.  I 
watched  the  progress  of  that  Government,  and, 
though  I  am  free  to  confess  that  it  adopted  & 
very  bold  policy,  I  have  never  concealed  my 
opinion  that,  when  the  present  Premier  and 
his  friends  succeeded  to  power,  had  they  not 
refused  to  proceed  with  that  policy  the  condi- 
tion of  the  colony  at  the  present  time  would 
have  been  very  different.  They  succeeded  to 
power  at  a  time  when  there  was  a  large  finan- 
cial difficulty.  But  why  was  there  that  finan- 
cial difficulty  ?  It  was  becanse,  when  the  Grey 
Government  came  down  in  1UT7  or  1878,  I  am 
not  certain  which,  and  asked  for  a  loan  of 
three  or  four  millions,  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Egmont's  party  were  sufficiently  strong 
to  prevent  them  from  obtaining  the  money 
required.  Consequently  a  deficiency  grew 
up ;  and  when  the  honourable  member  for 
Egmont  came  into  power  he  reaped  the  result* 
of  his  own  work  in  finding  that  the  colony  was 
in  this  position :  that  it  had  spent  so  large  » 
sum  ot  money  in  advance  of  obtaining  the 
necessary  moans  by  loan  that  he  was  forced 
to  enter  the  English  money-market  for  a  loan 
for  an  amount  then  unknown  among  colonial 
loans.  Had  the  loan  asked  for  in  1877  or  1878 
been  granted,  the  subsequent  difficulty,  when 
the  old  Government  succeeded  to  power,  would 
not  have  taken  place.  The  English  money- 
market  knew  the  exact  position  of  the  colony, 
and  knew  it  would  be  absolutely  necessary  U> 
float  that  enormous  loan ;  and  they  took  it 
on  very  onerous  terms,  and  with  the  require- 
ment that  for  three  years  there  should  be  an 
abstention  from  further  borrowing  on  the  Lon- 

Idon  market.     At  the   time  when  the   Grey 
Government  ceased  (o  exist  and  the  Atkinson 
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Oovetnment  cajne  into  power  there  was — and 
I  am  speaking  advisedly — a  feeling  at  Home 
in  favour  of  settling  in  this  colony ;  and  I 
believe  that  if  this  feeling  had  continued  we 
'Should  have  had  tho  most  valuable  settlers 
New  Zealand  could  have  had.  Emigrants, 
Trho  afterwards  went  to  Manitoba,  were  pre- 
pared to  come  oat  to  New  Zealemd,  but  were 
deterred  from  doing  so  when  they  read  the 
opinions  of  the  Atkinson  Government  upon 
the  condition  and  prospects  of  the  colony. 
That  was  the  time  when  the  farmers  of  Eng- 
land were  looking  out  for  a  home,  and  were 
tnming  their  attention  to  New  Zealand,  which 
was  the  home  that  would  have  been  chosen 
had  it  not  been  for  the  way  in  which  the  then 
Crovenunent  ran  down  the  resources  and  pro- 
-spocts  of  the  colony,  in  order  to  throw  discredit 
•on  the  Government  they  had  succeeded.  Sir, 
this  is  a  matter  of  history.  I  was  at  Home  at 
the  time,  and  I  knew  what  was  taking  place. 
I  knew  that  at  that  time  I  could  have  gone  on 
-sending  shipload  after  shipload  of  farmers,  with 
-capital,  and  knowledge,  and  everything  that 
would  have  made  them  valuable  colonists ;  but 
they  were  prevented  from  coming  owing  to  the 
Acconnte  given  of  the  condition  of  tho  colony 
by  the  then  Government.  Now,  there  is  an- 
other matter  I  should  like  to  say  a  few  words 
About,  and  that  is  as  regards  the  attack  made 
by  the  Premier  on  the  honourable  member  in 
oonnection  with  the  establishment  of  pro- 
vinces. Sir,  it  was  with  great  regret  that  I, 
who  hod  known  and  felt  the  valuable  work 
which  the  Provincial  Governments  hod  done, 
felt  myself  compelled,  owing  to  the  exhausted 
finances  of  the  provinces,  to  move  that  the 
provinces  of  the  North  Island  should  be  sus- 
pended. I  take  my  fall  share  of  the  respon- 
sibility in  connection  with  the  more  general 
measure  subsequently  introduced  by  my  col- 
leagues during  my  absence.  But  I  need  not 
^sguiso  my  opinion  as  to  the  value  of  the  work 
done  by  the  provinces,  and  I  say,  liod  it  not 
1>een  for  the  system  which  enabled  the  various 
parts  of  New  Zealand  to  progress,  we  should  at 
this  stage  be  twenty  years  behind  the  position 
to  which  the  colony  has  now  attained.  If  it 
liad  been  colonised  from  one  point — Auckland 
— the  flourishing  Provinces  of  Canterbury  and 
Otago  would  have  been  little  better  than  large 
«heep-walks  to-day.  The  plan  adopted  gave  to 
All  parts  of  New  Zealand  the  opportunity  of 
progression  and  self-government,  and  in  the  then 
state  of  tho  colony  it  would  have  been  impos- 
sible for  one  centre  to  have  made  the  extra- 
ordinary progress  that  New  Zealand  has  made 
throagh  the  industry  and  ability  of  tho  settlers 
who  have  made  it  their  home  and  colonised  it. 
But,  Sir,  I  should  like  to  ask  tho  hononrable 
gentleman  this  question  :  If  he  has  snob  a  bitter 
and  contemptuous  feeling  towa.rds  the  honour- 
Able  member  for  Auckland  Central,  how  could 
he  have  reconciled  it  with  his  self-respect  to 
Adopt  the  attitude  he  did,  and  accept  the  pa- 
tronage of  that  honourable  gentleman  ?  How 
can  he  reconcile  to  himself  the  language  he 
baa  used  towards  the  honourable  member  for 
Auckland  Central   this   night  with   the  fact 
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that  he  was  willing  to  follow  the  hononrable 
gentleman  if  he  would  become  Premier,  to 
be  a  member  of  his  Government — how  could 
he  reconcile  his  conduct  towards  the  honour- 
able gentleman  a  few  weeks  ago  with  the  views 
he  has  expressed  of  him  this  evening  1  And, 
moreover,  how  con  he  reconcile  himself  to  speak 
in  the  bitter  terms  he  has  employed  of  the  Land 
for  Settlements  Bill  of  the  honourable  gentle- 
man, when  during  the  election  he  expressly 
stated  that  it  was  a  better  Bill  than  the  Bill  of 
my  honourable  colleague,  and  a  Bill  which  he 
saw  no  objection  to  being  passed  7  How  he  could 
approve  of  a  Bill  during  the  election  to  which 
he  has  used  such  language  as  that  we  have 
heard  from  him  to-night  I  leave  to  him  to 
explain.  I  can  only  say  this :  that  unless  the 
honourable  member  is  prepared  to  come  down 
with  an  ample  apology  for  what  he  has  said 
to-night  he  must  rest  under  the  stigma  of 
having  come  into  office  with  the  assistance  of 
the  honourable  member  for  Auckland  Central 
by  expressing  sentiments  which  led  the  honour- 
able gentleman  to  suppose  that  he  held  towards 
him  feelings  of  a  very  different  character  from 
those  which  he  really  held  —  in  other  words, 
that  he  was  prepared  to  do  anything  in  the 
way  of  securing  support  and  countenance 
from  the  honourable  gentleman  in  order  to 
obtain  office,  although  he  held  sach  poor 
opinions  of  the  lifelong  efforts  of  the  honour- 
able gentleman:  I  think  that  every  member 
of  tho  House  must  regret  the  exhibition  we 
have  seen  this  evening.  And  now,  before  I 
conclude,  I  should  like  to  say  a  few  words  upon 
the  new  light  thrown  upon  the  measure  that 
we  are  now  discussing.  It  is  true  that  in  the 
Financial  Statement  the  honourable  gentle- 
man used  these  words : — 

"  I  may  here  take  the  opportunity  of  inform- 
ing the  Committee  of  some  proposals  of  the 
Government,  which,  as  involving  economy,  are 
properly  mentioned  here,  but  which  are  of 
considerable  political  importance  —  namely, 
that  the  Government  intend  this  session  to 
introduce  a  Bill  to  reduce  the  number  of  mem- 
bers of  the  House  of  Representatives  to  seventy, 
inclusive  of  the  Maori  representatives  ;  thou^ 
this  change  cannot  take  effect  until  the  end  of  , 
the  present  Parliament ;  and  next  session  they 
will  submit  a  Bill  to  the  House  altering  the 
mode  of  election,  with  other  necessary  reforms 
of  the  electoral  laws." 

Taking  these  words  in  the  fullest  significance 
of  which  they  are  capable,  I  think  that  the 
honourable  gentleman  at  the  head  of  the  Go- 
vernment has  not  acted  fairly  in  bringing  down 
the  present  measure  without  stating  that  it 
was  the  mere  forerunner  of  the  political 
changes  of  which  the  honourable  gentleman 
has  to-night  told  us.  He  has  told  us  that  next 
session  we  may  be  asked  to  do  away  with  single 
electorates,  that  he  may  ask  us  to  do  away 
with  the  Bill  passed  last  session,  and  to  make 
other  changes  of  a  radical  nature — altering, 
indeed,  the  whole  of  our  electoral  system.  I 
think  I  may,  without  giving  too  large  a  signifi- 
cance to  the  words  he  has  used  this  evening, 
ask  if  it  was  right  of  the  honourable  gentleman 
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to  move  this  Bill  without  any  lemaikB  in  ex- 
planation, and  without  acquainting  us  with 
the  fact  that  it  was  merely  the  commencement 
of  large  and  important  changes.  Why,  the  Bill 
itself  goes  in  an  exactly  opposite  direction  to 
that  which  we  are  led  to  expect  by  the  language 
of  the  honourable  gentleman  this  evening ;  for 
does  not  this  Bill  refer  expressly  to  the  Com- 
missioners appointed  by  the  Act  of  last  session  ? 
Does  it  not  say  that  they  are  to  do  this  work  ? 
And  if  it  was  in  the  mind  of  the  honourable 
gentleman  to  abolish  these  Commissioners,  I 
ask,  was  ho  treating  the  House  fairly  in 
withholding  that  information  until  it  was 
drawn  from  him  in  a  moment  of  passion? 
Honourable  members  will  conclude  with  me, 
I  think,  that  the  Bill  before  us  now  has  a 
totally  different  signification  from  what  we 
understood  it  to  have  before.  We  are  now  told 
that  it  is  the  beginning  of  vast  changes  of 
which  we  have  no  adequate  knowledge,  and 
as  to  which  he  leaves  us  to  make  such  deduc- 
tions as  we  may  be  pleased  to  draw.  All  we 
know  is,  that  there  is  to  be  an  attempt  to  in- 
troduce a  system  under  which  minorities  will  be 
represented,  and  that  there  are  to  be  changes 
in  every  department  of  our  representative 
system  ;  and  surely  we  have  at  least  a  right  to 
know,  before  we  enter  upon  these  changes, 
something  of  the  brood  principles  upon  which 
the  honourable  gentleman  intends  to  proceed. 
I  think  that  the  House  is  not  being  treated 
fairly  in  the  matter,  and  that,  if  this  Bill  is 
really  to  be  the  commencement  of  a  new 
system,  we  should  have  a  larger  knowledge  of 
the  changes  of  which  it  is  intended  to  be  the 
forerunner.  Whilst  yesterday  I  said  I  should 
offer  no  opposition  to  the  second  reading 
of  the  Bill,  now  that  I  know  that  the  Bill  is 
merely  a  part  of  a  policy  of  the  extent  of  which, 
or,  indeed,  of  the  nature  of  which,  I  am  ignorant 
I  feel  myself  justified  in  supporting  any  amend- 
ment that  goes  in  the  direction  of  stopping  the 
further  progress  of  the  Bill.  Then,  lastly,  let 
me  say  this:  that  the  explanation  which  the 
honourable  gentleman  has  given  of  the  reason 
why  he  was  going  to  make  provision  for  four 
Maori  members  instead  of  three,  as  proposed 
by  the  Bill  as  brought  down,  is  a  lame  and 
halting  one.  I  understand  he  intends  to  keep 
the  Maori  representation  as  it  now  stands, 
whilst  he  proposes  to  reduce  the  European 
representation  by  25  per  cent.  And  he  says  he 
does  so  because  he  is  going  to  take  away  from 
the  Maoris  the  privilege  they  now  possess  of 
voting  as  ordinary  electors,  and  which,  in 
my  opinion,  is  tlie  best  and  highest  induce- 
ment to  come  under  our  laws  and  civilisa- 
tion which  could  possibly  be  offered  to  them — 
the  best  inducement  to  them  to  place  them- 
selves upon  an  equal  footing  with  Europeans 
in  the  way  of  obtaining  votes  in  the  ordinary 
manner.  At  the  commencement  of  the  session 
an  honourable  gentleman  representing  a  Native 
constituency  gave  notice  of  a  motion  which 
honourable  gentlemen  admired  in  the  extreme, 
-whether  or  not  they  thought  the  time  had  ar- 
rived for  giving  effect  to  it ;  and  the  object  of 
that  motion  was  that  we  should  place  the  Maori 
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race  upon  a  footing  of  equality  with  and  under 
equal  laws  and  responsibilities  to  Europeans. 
Am  I  to  be  told  that  that  honourable  gentle- 
man would,  for  the  sake  of  obtaining  an  ad- 
ditional representative  in  the  House,  forego. 
the  privilege  which  the  Maoris  now  possess  of 
becoming  entitled  to  voto  on  registering  them- 
selves, the  same  as  Europeans  ?  If  the  Native 
members  are  inclined  to  do  that  they  are  making, 
a  great  mistake,  and  I  cannot  believe  that  the 
bargain  which  the  honourable  gentleman  has 
explained  to  us  this  evening  is  one  which  the 
Maori  members  have  concurred  in.  lamsonry 
that  I  should  have  troubled  the  House  at  such 
length,  but  I  think  the  course  taken  by  the 
Premier  amply  justifies  my  having  spoken  on 
this  occasion. 

Mr.  W.  P.  BEEVES.— Just  half  a  dozen  sen- 
tences. I  am  one  of  those  who  supported  this. 
Bill  upon  the  second  reading,  and  am  in  favour 
of  its  going  into  Committee  at  once ;  and, 
though  I  am  opposed  to  certain  of  its  provisions, 
I  do  not  wish  to  inflict  upon  the  House  a. 
richauffi  of  what  I  said  on  the  motion  for  the 
second  reading ;  but  I  wish  to  refer  to  some  re- 
marks which  fell  from  the  honourable  member 
for  the  BuUer.  The  honourable  gentleman 
attempted  to  make,  this  evening,  a  sort  of  ex- 
planation of  his  conduct  during  this  session, — 
of  his  conduct  towards  the  party  of  which  he 
was  not  long  ago  a  member. 

Mr.  O'CONOK.— Never. 

Mr.  W.  P.  BEEVES.— I  shall  not  trouble 
the  House  by  wasting  words  over  the  honour- 
able gentleman  and  his  explanation.  I  shall 
not  take  up  the  time  of  honourable  gentlemen 
by  going  into  such  a  business.  The  House 
knows  what  it  knows,  and  the  Committee  cao 
take  the  honourable  member's  explanation  for 
what  it  is  worth.  But  the  honourable  gentle- 
man made  a  personal  reference  to  me.  He 
complained  of  the  treatment  he  had  received, 
of  the  abuse  which  had  been  levelled  at  him  by 
an  individual,  and  of  the  vilification  he  had 
received  from  a  newspaper  controlled  by  that 
individual.  It  is  perfectly  well  known  that 
that  remark  was  levelled  at  mv  head;  and  I 
will  only  say  this :  that,  if  the  honourable 
member  for  the  Buller  fancies  that  anything 
he  can  soy  here  or  anywhere  else,  or  that  any- 
thing he  can  do  anywhere,  is  going  to  gag  any 
newspaper  and  prevent  any  man  worth  his  salt 
from  speaking  the  truth  regarding  him,  he 
mokes  one  of  the  greatest  mistakes  that  even 
he  ever  made  in  all  his  life. 

Sir  G.  GBEY. — Sir,  I  am  very  sorry  that  I 
should  have  been  the  cause  of  so  much  dis- 
turbance ;  but  I  wish  to  make  a  few  observa- 
tions on  what  has  taken  place.  I  trust  you 
will  pardon  me  for  remarks  I  wish  to  make 
with  every  possible  deference  ;  but  I  feel  it  due 
to  the  honourable  member  who  first  spoke  in 
my  defence  —  entirely  without  any  knowledge 
on  my  part  that  he  was  going  to  do  so — to  say 
that  I  confess  it  was  with  feelings  of  great  pain 
and  concern  that  I  heard  yon  interrupt  nim 
from  the  chair  and  speak  to  him  with  regard 
to  the  strength  of  the  language  he  was  using, 
especially  when  I  remember  the  violent  Ian- 
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goage  that  had  been  used  towards  myself,  which 
drew  no  protection  for  myself  from  the  Chair, 
and  which  language  called  for  remark  on  the 
part  of  the  honourable  gentleman  I  speak  of.  I 
feel  certain  that  when  you  peruse  the  Hansard 
report  of  what  has  taken  place  you  will  regret 
having  spoken  to  the  honourable  gentleman  and 
interrupted  him  in  the  manner  in  which  you 
did.  I  say  tliis  with  all  deference  ;  but  I  feel  it 
necessary  to  say  it,  in  justice  to  the  honourable 
member  for  Dunedin  South.  Now,  I  think  it 
quite  unnecessary  to  make  any  remarks  upon 
anything  of  a  merely  personal  nature  that  was 
said  in  reference  to  myself.  I  have  lived  so 
long  that  I  care  little  for  anything  of  that 
kind  ;  and  I  feel  very  often  that  things  which 
may  be  said  may  be  in  some  respects  deserved, 
and  that  it  does  no  harm,  when  you  so  often 
hear  praise  of  yourself,  to  hear  contrary 
language  used  from  time  to  time  with  re- 
gard to  yourself  in  your  own  presence.  I 
think  that  perhaps  that  is  a  useful  discipline 
for  any  man  to  undergo.  I  myself  offer  no 
objection  to  it.  It  does  not  hurt  me,  and  it 
may  be  that  it  does  me  good.  But  I  cannot 
help  feeling  sorry  when  an  individual  goes 
wrong,  and  uses  language  which,  if  it  injures 
himself,  does  not  injure  me.  So  far  as  an 
individual  has  a  right  to  use  that  language  he 
does  mo  good.  \Vhen  he  is  wrong  he  injures 
himself  more  than  he  injures  mo.  I  now  wish 
to  remark  upon  one  or  two  things  which  have 
been  said  of  my  public  act.s.  First,  it  was 
said  that  I  was  the  cause  of  the  gigantic  mis- 
takes which  have  arisen  in  Canterbury;  to 
which  I  answer  that  it  is  really  on  entire  mis- 
take. What  prevailed  in  Canterbury  was  this : 
There  was  a  law  in  force  that  no  lands  could 
be  bought  for  less  than  £3  an  acre,  and,  of  this 
£3,  £1  was  to  be  paid  to  on  association  of  per- 
sons belonging  to  a  particular  religious  body, 
to  be  used  for  the  support  of  tho  Church  of 
England  and  the  establishment  of  bishoprics. 
And  these  Canterbury  gentlemen  were  not 
satisfied  with  having  obtained  that  right  over  a 
million  acres,  but  procured  an  Act  of  Parlia- 
ment to  be  passed  in  England,  which  enabled 
the  Secretary  of  State  to  extend  that  rule  to 
every  part  of  Mew  Zealand  by  writing  under 
his  hand  execntcd  in  the  Colonial  Office ;  so 
that  the  whole  of  New  Zealand  lay  at  the 
mercy  of  a  party  in  the  Church  of  England, 
the  High  Church  party,  and  purchasers  might 
be  compelled,  in  time,  to  pay  £1  per  acre  extra 
for  every  aero  bought  in  any  part  of  New 
Zealand,  which  pound  was  to  go  to  the  sup- 

r>rt  of  the  Established  Church  of  England. 
felt  it  my  duty  to  resist  what  I  thought  was  a 
great  abnse,  and  which  abuse  was  even  being 
pressed  upon  the  country  in  language  that 
shocked  me,  because,  to  justify  the  course  they 
Were  taking,  this  language  was  used:  that  it 
was  worth  while  for  all  persons  of  every  Chris- 
tian denomination,  for  Hussulmons,  Jews,  here- 
tics, and  infidels,  to  pay  £1  an  acre  additional 
for  land,  because  the  appointment  of  bishops 
to  the  colony  added  to  the  respectability  of  it, 
which  would  raise  the  price  of  the  land  and 
give  fottimes  to  the  people  in  that  way.    Well, 


Sir,  I  felt  it  my  duty  to  stand  against  that,  for 
it  was  repugnant  to  Christianity.  I  was  for- 
tunate enough  to  be  able  to  defeat  that  inten  - 
tion.  The  Act  of  Parliament,  I  believe,  still 
remains  upon  the  Statute  Book,  and  I  some- 
times think  of  bringing  in  a  Bill  to  repeal  it ; 
but  there  it  is,  law  as  far  as  New  Zealand  ift 
concerned.  The  object  of  that  law  was  also 
this :  It  was  the  avowed  intention  of  the  per- 
sons who  passed  it  to  prevent  labourers  front 
becoming  landholders.  They  thought  that,  by 
raising  the  price  of  land,  they  would  defer  tho 
time  at  which  labourers  could  lay  by  the  meana 
to  free  themsolvos  from  daily  toil  and  become 
the  owners  of  land  ;  and  it  appeared  to  me  de- 
sirable and  proper  that  land  should  be  reduced 
to  a  cheap  rate,  at  which  every  man  might 
hope  easily  to  acquire  it;  and  my  belief  was 
that  that  system  would  have  been  protected, 
as  it  was  intended  should  be  done,  by  tho  im- 
position of  a  land-tax.  I  found  lately,  th» 
other  day,  a  public  paper  of  mine  upon  that 
subject  which  was  printed  in  1854,  showing 
what  the  intention  then  was ;  and,  if  they  hod 
done  that,  I  believe  it  would  have  been  the 
most  beneficial  land  system  that  has  ever 
been  introduced  into  any  colony,  and  that  it 
would  have  been  almost  in  advance  of  public 
opinion  at  the  present  moment  with  regard 
to  a  land  -  tax,  preventing  the  acquisition 
of  large  properties.  But  I  had  to  leave  tho 
country  before  the  General  Assembly  met,  and 
was  unable  to  bring  in  that  measure  myself, 
and  it  was  brought  in  by  no  other  Government, 
and  it  was  in  consequence  of  that  omission 
to  impose  a  land-tax  that  any  evils  that  were 
perpetrated  in  Canterbury  took  place.  But  th» 
system  itself  worked  well,  even  without  the 
land-tax.  It  continued  in  operation  in  OtagO' 
until  I  returned  a  second  time  as  Governor, 
and  it  was  contuiued  in  the  Province  of  Auck- 
land for  a  long  period  of  time,  and  with  perfect 
success.  I  think,  therefore,  I  may  say  upon 
that  subject  that  it  was  selfish  maladministra- 
tion in  Canterbury  which  then  produced  evil, 
and  that  the  attacks  that  have  been  made 
against  me  have  arisen  from  a  misunder- 
standing. Now,  the  next  thing  I  come  to  is 
this :  It  is  said  that  I  intended  to  set  up  a. 
landed  aristocracy ;  and  that  particular  state- 
ment rests  upon  an  alleged  conversation  with 
Sir  Frederick  Weld.  The  details  of  that  con- 
versation are  not  given,  and  whether  what  he 
may  have  said  is  rightly  repeated  1  do  not 
know ;  but,  Sir,  I  would  have  everybody  to 
remember  this:  that  people's  ideas  of  what 
is  a  large  landed  estate  are  very  difierent. 
That  I  might  have  used  words  in  oonveisa- 
tion,  carelessly,  which  would  have  produced  an 
impression  upon  the  hearer's  mind  in  conso- 
nance with  his  own  wishes  and  his  own  de- 
sires, and  that  he  might  consider  that  what  I 
said  gave  some  assistance  to  those  views  that 
he  himself  held,  and  were  si>oken  in  support  of 
them,  is  quite  possible,  while  I  might  have 
meant  a  totally  difierent  state  of  things.  It  is 
known  to  everybody  that  I  might  have  ac- 
quired land  in  cities,  in  village,  and  in  the 
country  everywhere  here,  and  might,  I  suppose. 
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have  realised  a  veiy  large  fortune  indeed;  I 
suppose  I  might  have  been  ag  rich  as  any  man 
living  almost,  if  I  had  done  that  in  the  early 
days  of  the  colony :  but  I  never  did  it,  because 
it  was  obnoxious  to  me  to  take  a  step  of  the 
kind.  I  thought  it  wrong  to  use  official  power, 
or  knowledge  acquired  from  position  or  know- 
ledge, or  power  in  an  office,  to  benefit  myself. 
The  acquisition  of  land  was  never  any  ob- 
ject in  my  life,  and,  my  own  desires  being  so 
simple  as  they  were,  I  might  have  used  expres- 
sions, in  reference  to  landed  property,  which 
those  who  desired  to  acquire  a  large  extent  of 
lands  might  have  interpreted  in  a  totally  dif- 
ferent sense  from  what  I  meant.  But  I  ask 
any  one  to  look  at  my  actions.  Has  any  single 
action  that  I  ever  took  shown  any  intention  on 
my  part  to  set  up  an  aristocracy  of  the  kind 
spoken  of  7  Look  at  what  I  did  in  the  Wai- 
rarapa :  did  I  set  up  an  aristocracy  there,  or 
small  farmers  ?  Look  at  the  pensioners'  vil- 
lages :  what  did  I  do  there  7  Look  at  what  I 
did  in  South  Africa  :  what  did  I  do  there?  In 
every  case  my  efforts  were  directed  to  the 
establishment  of  people  upon  small  farms,  and 
to  dividing,  as  far  as  possible,  the  land  equally 
between  the  whole  population.  It  will  be 
found  that  my  first  act,  when  I  had  power,  was 
to  limit  the  extent  which  any  ruuholder  might 
acquire  for  his  farmstead.  That  was  extended 
by  the   Superintendents,  or  through  their  re- 

?uiring  the  thing  to  be  done,  subsequently;  bnk 
had  fixed  limits  of  a  most  moderate  kind.  I 
simply  ask  any  one,  when  he  hears  again  that 
language  used  with  regard  to  myself  which  has 
been  used  this  day,  to  try  to  find  any  single 
act  that  was  ever  performed  by  me  to  show  that 
I  had  any  intention  of  that  kind.  I  am  sure 
they  cannot  find  any  such  act,  either  in  refer- 
ence to  myself  or  in  reference  to  others.  Now, 
so  far  I  have  disposed  of  the  attacks  that  I 
think  I  ought  to  answer.  With  regard  to  any 
other  attacks  of  a  personal  kind,  if  I  deserved 
them,  well  and  good,  let  mo  bear  them ;  if  I  did 
not  deserve  them,  they  will  make  no  great  im- 

Sression  upon  anybody.  I  was  very  sorry  to 
ear  the  Premier  say  one  thing.  He  said,  "  I 
shall  be  much  stiffer  in  what  I  do  with  re- 
gard to  alterations  in  the  present  Bill  than 
I  should  have  been,  in  consequence  of  the 
conduct  of  the  Opposition."  Now,  I  say.  Sir, 
that  he  has  no  right  to  punish  the  Colony 
of  New  Zealand  in  consequence  of  anything 
that  may  be  done  by  the  Opposition  in  this 
House.  These,  were  words  of  passion,  and  I 
have  no  doubt  he  will  not  carry  them  out,  and 
I  think  it  is  very  unfortunate  that  he  gave  the 
example  of  mejcing  use  of  any  expression  of 
the  kmd.  Then,  I  shonld  like  to  speak  upon 
what  was  said  with  regard  to  the  Natives.  I 
think  that  he  had  no  business  to  make  any 
exception  or  alteration  in  an  Act  of  this  kind 
to  get  votes.  What  he  admits  he  did  was 
this :  that  whilst  the  Bill  was  under  our 
consideration  he  came  to  an  arrangement 
with  the  Natives  by  which  they  are  to  have  the 
fourth  member  left,  and  are  to  forego  the  privi- 
lege of  voting  for  European  members.  The 
honourable  membei  for  Cludstohuich  North  le- 
BWQ.iJrty 


teaed  to  that  in  a  very  admirable  manner,  bat 
he  did  not  point  out  what  I  believe  to  be  the 
great  blot.  He  spoke  only  of  its  effect  upon  the 
Natives — its  deteriorating  effect  upon  them; 
but  I  say  that  a  constitutional  alteration  of 
that  kind  ought  not  to  be  made  by  a  private 
arrangement  in  a  Bill  which  was  already  before 
the  House.  If  he  intended  to  follow  a  eonrse 
of  that  kind  it  should  have  been  intimated  to 
us  from  the  first,  and  not  have  been  taken  to 
obtain  votes.  I  say  it  was  an  unworthy  pro- 
ceeding. I  do  not  call  it  a  concession ;  I  call 
it  misleading  the  Native  race,  and  I  think  that 
the  Premier  was  not  justified  in  making  the 
alteration  in  the  manner  in  wliich  he  stated  he 
did.  Then  I  say,  again,  that  the  thing  is  a 
mistake.  He  distinctly  stated  that  the  policy 
he  was  pursuing  with  regard  to  the  Natives  in 
this  matter  was  this :  that  he  thought  it  unde- 
sirable to  grant  the  Maoris  the  same  privileges 
as  Europeans,  because  they  could  not  speak 
English ;  and  until  English  began  to  be- 
come their  common  language  he  did  not  think 
they  ought  to  enter  into  privileges  of  the  kind. 
If  that  policy  had  been  adopted,  what  wonld 
have  become  of  the  Canadians?  Why,  one 
part  of  the  population  of  Canada  cgui  speak 
nothing  but  French,  and  another  can  speak 
nothing  but  English,  but  there  meet  in  one 
common  Chamber  persons  speaking  those  two 
languages.  Where  would  their  privileges,  theiz 
liberties  have  been  if,  in  a  population  of  that 
character,  they  had  adopted  the  rale  the 
Premier  intends  to  follow?  Then,  taJce  the 
inhabitants  of  South  Africa.  They  meet  in 
a  House  in  which  the  Dutch  and  the  Eng- 
lish are  about  equally  divided.  Many  of  the 
Dutch  do  not  understand  a  word  of  English, 
and  many  of  the  English  do  not  imdetatuid  a 
word  of  Dutch ;  bat  they  all  meet  upon  com- 
mon ground  in  one  Assembly,  and  from  theiz 
joint  wisdom  result  measures  of  a  most  bene- 
ficial character.  So  should  the  some  take 
place  between  the  Maoris  and  ourselves.  I 
say  if  that  is  the  policy  of  the  present  Govern- 
ment they  are  pursuing  a  wrong  policy,  and 
one  which  will  be  disastrous  to  the  country, 
and  which  it  is  unworthy  of  this  Honse,  I 
think,  to  adopt.  I  wished  to  make  these  few 
remarks.  I  am  sorry  to  have  been  the  cause  of 
so  much  trouble  to  the  House  to-night ;  bat  I 
felt  it  right  to  defend  myself  from  the  accusa- 
tions I  have  spoken  of.  As  to  the  personal 
accusations,  I  treat  them  with  the  indifference 
which  I  feel  they  deserve. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— I  think  there  is  no  other 
member  of  this  House  who  has  more  reason  to 
complain  than  the  member  for  Kumara  has.  In 
the  fit  of  temper  that  the  Premier  has  indulged 
in  I  have  been  spoken  of  in  most  disrespectfol 
terms.  I  have  been  accused  by  the  Premier  of 
an  attempt  to  drive  him  into  a  comer;  and, 
notwithstanding  the  language  he  applied  to 
the  honourable  member  for  Auckland  Central 
has  been  more  violent  than  that  which  he 
applied  towards  me,  still  I  say  this :  that  he 
owes  me,  and  every  member  in  this  House,  an 
abject  apology,  not  only  for  the  remarks  he  has 
made,  bat  for  his  demeanout  in  this  Hoose.    I, 
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Sir,  from  the  bottom  of  my  heart,  pity  him ; 
I  pity  him,  considering  the  position  that  he 
holds,  for  making  suoh  an  exhibition  of  him- 
self as  he  has  done,  instead  of  setting  a  good 
example  to  this  House.  I  say  that  he  is  to 
be  pitied,  and  that  I  can  well  aSord  to  pity 
him.  Sir,  how  would  he,  in  the  position  he 
holds,  like  me  to  say  this  :  "  Your  actions  are 
disgraceful ;  they  are  from  base  motives,  and 
you  should  be  ashamed  o(  yourself"?  If  lan- 
guage of  that  nature,  and  under  existing  cir- 
cnrastances,  is  applied  to  honourable  members 
as  it  was  applied  to  the  honourable  member 
for  Auckland  Central,  where  is  it  to  end  ?  I 
believe  that  you,  Sir,  did  not  hear  the  words 
"  base,"  and  "  base  motives,"  or  you  would 
have  asserted  your  position  in  the  chair,  and, 
recognising  no  difference  in  the  position  of 
honourable  members  iu  this  House,  would  have 
called  on  the  Premier  to  withdraw  them.  There 
is  nothing  so  provocative  as  language  6f  that 
sort.  So  far  as  anything  I  have  done  or  said 
in  connection  with  this  matter,  all  I  have 
to  say  is  this :  that  I  believe  God  defends  the 
right,  ajid  wo  are  fighting  for  the  rights  of  the 
people,  whilst  the  Premier  and  his  followers 
Are  trying  to  take  away  those  rights.  The  de- 
bate which  has  sprung  up  has  had  this 
effect,  at  all  events  :  that  the  Premier  of  New 
Zealand  has  got  up  and  had  to  admit,  "I 
am  not  going  to  be  driven  into  a  corner  by 
the  honourable  member  for  Kumara."  And, 
when  he  said  that,  he  looked  across  at  me 
as  though  I  were  not  made  of  the  same 
flesh  and  blood  as  himself,  and  represented  a 
constituency  different  from  all  others.  Why 
should  he  refer  to  any  member  of  this  House 
in  such  undignified  terms,  and  say,  "  I  will  not 
be  driven  into  a  corner  by  him  "  ?  Ho  is  doing 
wrong,  and  he  knows,  and  those  who  are  fight- 
ing for  the  right  know,  that  the  right  will  pre- 
vail. And  what  has  this  debate  disclosed  ?  It 
has  disclosed  that  the  honourable  gentleman  is 
going  to  do  away  with  single  electorates,  that 
he  is  going  to  amalgamate  electorates  and  in- 
troduce Hare's  system,  or  some  system  of 
which  we  know  nothing.  He  has  been  driven 
to  disclose  that.  It  was  the  force  of  the  argu- 
ments of  the  honourable  member  for  Auckland 
Central  which  caused  the  Premier  for  a  mo- 
ment to  act  honestly ;  and  in  a  fit  of  passion 
he  has  been  led  to  let  us  have  an  insight  into 
his  policy  which  we  had  not  before.  I  will  not 
say  to  him  that  it  arises  from  base  motives. 
No,  Sir;  I  represent  a  community  who  would 
not  be  pleased  were  I  to  use  such  language  to 
the  Premier  of  the  colony  or  to  any  member  of 
this  House — such  unbecoming  language  as  has 
been  used  to  myself  and  Sir  George  Grey ; 
but  I  will  say  this:  that,  for  motives  best 
known  to  himself,  which  are  in  the  interests 
of  his  party  and  in  the  interests  of  those  he 
represents,  the  Premier  wishes  to  destroy  the 
liberties  which  the  people  possess,  and  it  is 
for  us  to  struggle  to  maintain  those  liber- 
ties. I  do  not  wish  to  draw  comparisons,  but 
I  feel  that  I  am  sent  here  to  do  what  is  right 
and  just.  I  came  to  New  Zealand  a  Lancashire 
lad,  with  only  one  friend  in  the  colony  to 


assist  me.  I  did  not  come  here  having  th« 
assistance  of  friends  in  either  branch  of  th« 
Legislature  or  in  other  positions  of  power. 
But  the  honourable  gentleman  has  had  all 
and  every  one  of  those  advantages.  I  may  say 
that  it  is  not  neoessar}-  for  my  existence  that 
I  should  hold  office  or  receive  pay  from  the 
colony.  When  we  hnvo  exhibitions  of  this  kind, 
when  honourable  mombers  ore  debating  that 
which  they  think  is  in  the  interests  of  the 
country,  and  when  the  Government  turn  all 
questions,  however  trivial,  into  party  questions, 
I  should  infer  that  if  the  honourable  gentle- 
man should  leave  the  Government  benches  his 
living  would  be  gone.  Surely  things  are  not 
so  bad  that  he  cannot  exist  without  office. 
If  that  is  80,  I  pity  him ;  for  I  can  always 
make  a  living  in  this  country,  and  earn  the 
respect  of  the  people  with  whom  I  am  asso- 
ciated. I  have  done  it  before,  and  am  ready 
to  do  it  again,  and,  no  matter  what  languago 
the  honourable  gentleman  may  apply  to  me, 
I  shall  do  what  is  right  and  just,  and  fear- 
lessly go  on  in  the  straight  path.  No  doubt 
I  have  made  mistakes — what  man  in  publio 
lifcfhas  not?— but  I  have  always  endeavoured 
to  do  what  is  right  and  just.  Perhaps  my  re- 
ward may  be  the  same  as  that  given  to  tho 
honourable  member  for  Auckland  Central. 
When,  Sir,  I  heard  the  Premier  stand  up  in  his 
place  and  tell  us  that  the  people  of  New  Zea- 
land have  received  no  benefit  from  the  honour- 
able member  for  Auckland  Central,  and  when 
I  know  the  honourable  member  himself  knows 
that  the  very  Constitution  under  which  we  are 
working,  and  which  is  the  freest  perhaps  that 
has  ever  been  given  to  any  country,  was  framed' 
and  fought  for  by  the  honourable  member  for 
Auckland  Central,  and  from  that  Constitution 
all  the  liberty  we  possess  has  sprung,  and  then 
to  be  told  that  he  has  done  nothing,  that  he  is 
a  vain,  useless  old  man,  who  has  never  been  of 
any  use  to  the  country,  made  my  blood  boil, 
and  I  said  to  myself,  "  I  cannot  allow  that  to 
pass  unchallenged."  Sir,  in  1879,  1880,  1881, 
1882,  1883,  and  1884  the  lionourable  member 
for  Auckland  Central  dragged  the  Hall  Govern- 
ment and  all  the  party  at  his  chariot  wheels. 
Act  after  Act  was  placed  on  the  Statuto  Book  ; 
and  who  forced  thein  to  place  those  Acts  there? 
The  honourable  member  for  Auckland  Central. 
Who  forced  the  Government  to  pass  the 
Triennial  Parliaments  Bill  ?  The  honourable 
member  for  Auckland  Central.  Who  gave  us 
manhood  suflrage?  The  honourable  member 
for  Auckland  Central.  Who  gave  us  the  pre- 
sent electoral  laws?  The  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Auckland  Central.  Who  reduced  the 
property-vote?  The  honourable  member  for 
Auckland  Central.  He  has  left  his  mark  on 
all  those  measures,  not  because  he  was  in 
power,  but  because  he  was  in  the  position 
which  he  still  occupies.  If  a  wrong  was  being 
done  he  strove  to  right  it,  and  if  a  right  was 
demanded  by  the  people  he  was  its  advocate. 
And  who  placed  the  Premier  on  those  benches  ? 
Does  not  the  Premier  make  the  admission  that 
he  offered  the  position  he  holds  himself  to 
the  honourable  member  for  Auckland  Central  ? 
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At  the  time  he  offered  him  that  position  did  he 
tell  him  that  in  his  heart  he  believed  he  was  a 
yain  and  useless  old  man  ?  I  hope  that  when 
he  gets  (he  Hansard  proof  of  what  he  said  this 
evening  he  will  come  down  to  the  House  and 
say  that  he  has  erased  those  expressions  from 
it,  80  that  it  may  not  be  handed  down  to  pos- 
terity that  tlio  Premier  of  this  colony,  who 
should  weigh  full  well  every  word  ho  utters, 
oould  have  used  such  expressions  and  made 
aocusaticns  wliich  could  not  be  substantiated. 
I  should  like  to  see  those  words  erased,  for,  if 
there  was  anything  disgraceful,  it  was  in  the 
words  used  by  the  Premier,  of  which  he  ought 
to  be  ashamed,  as  ho  ought  to  be  also  of  the 
«zhibition  he  has  made  of  himself  before  us 
this  evening.  Sir,  let  us  draw  a  veil  over 
that  as  far  as  possible.  But  what  does  all 
this  arise  from?  Is  it  an  exceptional  thing 
that  in  dealing  with  such  an  important  ques- 
tion as  the  representation  of  the  country  wo 
should  have  taken  some  eight  or  nine  hours 
in  discussing  it  ?  When  the  Premier  says 
that  he  is  going  to  change  the  whole  electoral 
system  of  the  country,  is  it  to  be  said  for 
a  moment  that  that  is  too  long  a  time  to 
take  in  discniistug  the  question,  or  that  it 
should  cause  the  exhibition  of  temper  which 
tho  Premier  of  the  colony  has  shown  to-night  ? 
I  say  that,  from  what  the  Premier  has  now  told 
the  House,  not  a  woixl  too  much  has  been  said 
on  this  measure.  I  fcol.  and  have  felt  through- 
out, that  underneath  this  Bill,  simple  as  it 
appears  before  us,  there  was  underlying  gomo- 
thing  which  would  be  detrimental  to  the  in- 
terests of  the  country,  and  that  until  we  had 
a  clear  and  fall  explanation  of  what  the  Go- 
Tenimcnt  proposed  in  regard  to  it  we  had  no 
right  to  allow  it  to  go  one  step  further.  I  tell 
the  Premier  there  has  been  no  consultation 
between  mo  and  tlio  leader  of  the  Opposition. 
So  far  as  the  Opposition  ore  concerned,  I  am 
not  working  with  them  in  this  matter;  they 
have  deserted  mo.  I  disagree  in  toto  with 
the  action  of  the  Opposition  in  regard  to 
this  question,  for  I  consider  that  in  regard  to 
this  and  other  large  questions  which  have  been 
brought  before  the  House  the  Opposition  have 
not  performed  their  constitutional  functions, 
because  those  measures  should  have  been  fully 
discussed  and  some  concerted  action  taken 
'with  regard  to  them.  But,  as  I  say,  there  is 
no  concerted  action  with  regard  to  this  matter, 
and  I  have  only  been  actuated  by  what  I 
consider  to  be  my  duty  to  the  people  of  tho 
country.  I  have  done  my  best  to  understand 
the  several  measures  which  have  been  placed 
before  us,  and  have  taken  individual  action  on 
them.  I  care  not  what  the  opinion  of  any 
honourable  member  may  be.  If  I  believe  a 
thing  is  wrong  I  think  I  am  only  doing  my 
duty  if  I  tell  the  House  how  I  consider  it  is 
wrong,  and  if  I  vote  to  satisfy  myself  and  my 
constituents  I  consider  that  I  have  done  all 
that  is  necessary.  I  have  to  satisfy  those 
who  have  sent  me  here,  and,  when  I  have 
done  that,  I  have  done  my  duty.  I  am  not 
here  to  please  the  Premier  or  the  Government, 
or  even  those  on  this  side  of  the  House ;  it  is 
Mr.  Seddon 


not  for  them  to  say  when  I  shall  speak  or  what 
I  shall  do  or  say.  I  am  responsible  alone  to 
those  who  sent  mo  here,  and  if  I  feel  satisfied 
with  the  action  I  have  taken  I  am  indifferent 
to  the  contempt  or  sneers  that  may  be  hurled 
at  me;  and  as  long  as  I  am  doing  my  duty 
to  the  colony  I  shall  certainly  not  swerve 
from  my  path  for  anything  the  Premier  may 
say.  I  have  already  danced  two  or  three 
times  on  the  political  coffin  of  the  honour- 
able gentleman,  and  if  he  goes  on  as  he  hoK 
done  to-night  it  will  not  be  long  before  I  have 
an  opportunity  of  dancing  another  jig :  a  little 
more  rope  is  all  that  is  required,  then  poli- 
tical suicide ;  and  the  undertaker  will  very 
soon  be  hero.  It  is  not  such  action  as  he  has 
displayed  to-night,  attacking,  as  he  did,  the 
honourable  member  for  Auckland  Central,  and 
then  ogain,  when  the  leader  of  the  Opposition 
began  to  speak,  walking  away,  and  not  even 
leaving  a  member  of  the  Government  to  listen 
to  what  the  leader  of  the  Opposition  had  to 
say,  that  will  take  him  throngli  this  Parliament 
with  the  members  who  are  now  in  this  House ; 
and  if  he  thinks  so  he  will  find  himself  very 
much  mistaken.  We  believe  in  fair-play,  and 
fair  fighting,  and  decorous  conduct.  Conduct 
of  that  kind  will  not  tend  to  raise  the  honour- 
able gentleman  in  the  eyes  of  his  own  sup- 
porters or  in  the  eyes  of  members  on  this  side 
of  the  House ;  and  if  he  adopts  that  course 
towards  us  wo  are  bound  to  retaliate,  and 
in  the  end  the  honourable  gentleman  will  not 
profit.  I  like  to  see  party  warfare  carried  on 
in  a  fair  and  manly  way.  I  have  always  been 
accustomed  to  that  through  life.  I  do  not 
believe  in  hitting  below  the  belt,  and  the  Pre- 
mier has  done  it  to-night:  We  do  not  intend 
to  do  tho  same.  We  do  not  agree  with  the  Bill, 
and  I  have  proposed  an  amendment  to  the  Bill 
as  a  protest  because  nothing  is  done  in  the 
shape  of  local  government,  and  an  intimation 
that  this  Bill  should  not  go  further  than  the 
second  reading  this  session.  I  am  sure  the 
Government  will  carry  the  motion  for  the  com- 
mittal nf  the  Bill ;  but  as  a  number  of  amend- 
ments have  been  given  notice  of,  I  will  ask  the 
Government  to  allow  them  to  be  placed  on  the 
Order  Paper,  and  not  attempt  to  force  the  Bill 
further  after  carrying  the  motion  to  commit. 

Mr.  MOSS.— I  said  all  I  wished  on  the  Bill 
itself  last  night,  but  wound  up  by  hoping  that 
an  amendment  to  the  effect  that  the  Bill 
should  not  proceed  further  until  some  measure 
of  local  government  had  been  brought  down, 
would  be  moved  on  the  motion  that  you.  Sir, 
should  leave  the  chair.  I  regarded  that  as 
a  very  proper  course  to  take.  I  said  I 
should  vote  for  such  a  motion  if  some 
other  honourable  gentleman  would  bring  it 
down.  I  had  written  such  an  amendment, 
and  had  shown  it  to  the  honourable  meml>er  for 
Auckland  Central.  I  had  a  hope — I  hskd  no 
ground,  I  am  bound  to  say,  to  warrant  the  hope, 
but  I  had  entertained  a  hope  that,  knowing 
how  strongly  the  honourable  gentleman  felt  on 
the  question  of  local  government,  he  woald 
bring  it  down.  The  honourable  gentleman  has 
not  thought  fit  to  propose  the  amendment,  bat 
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it  bas  been  token  up  by  tbe  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Kamora.  It  has  been  traversed  by  the 
GoTemment,  who  declare  that  they  will  regard 
it  as  a  motion  of  confidence  orno-confidcnco. — 
(No.) — The  leader  of  the  Qovernment  distinctly 
said  so.  I  shall  be  very  glad  indeed  to  hear  it 
now  denied.  I  think  it  a  wrong  course.  I  do 
not  think  that  tbe  freedom  of  honourable  mem- 
bers should  be  interfered  with  in  this  case. 
The  Premier  is  not  doing  justice  to  himself  or 
to  the  House.  The  question  ought  to  have 
been  decided  on  its  merits;  but,  as  this  is  not 
to  be  done,  it  places  me  in  a  position  that  I  feel 
bound  to  explain.  There  were  two  honourable 
gentlemen  who  figured  prominently  before  the 
country  during  the  elections — the  one,  the 
gentleman  who  is  now  Premier ;  and  the  other, 
the  gentleman  who  is  now  leader  of  the  Oppo- 
sition. The  honourable  gentleman  who  is  Pre- 
mier had  the  misfortune  to  be  the  bite  noire 
of  the  South,  and  the  present  leader  of  the 
-Opposition  was  the  bete  noire  of  the  North.  I 
did  not  sympathize  with  the  feeling,  or  think  it 
right  to  ostracize  any  single  member  in  this 
way.  As  far  as  the  leader  of  the  Opposition 
was  concerned,  that  honourable  gentleman 
will  do  me  the  justice  of  saying  that,  dur- 
ing the  twenty-five  years  I  have  known  him, 
it  has  never  been  my  good  fortune  to  be  on 
-the  same  side  of  the  House  with  him.  We 
were  always  opposed  in  political  ideo-s,  though 
personally  I  hope  we  have  the  best  feeling 
towards  each  other.  I  wish  now  to  avoid  any 
step  likely  to  restore  the  leader  of  the  Oppo- 
sition to  power  at  tho  present  moment.  As 
the  question  has  become  one  of  want  of  con- 
fidence, and  OS  the  honourable  member  for 
Auckland  Central  did  not  see  fit  to  propose  the 
4unendment,  I  shall  not  be  in  a  position  to  sup- 
port it,  coming  from  the  honourable  gentleman 
who  is  undoubtedly  the  lieutenant  of  tbe  leader 
of  the  Opposition,  and  who  very  ably  fills  that 
position.  I  should  like  to  make  one  remark 
on  what  fell  from  the  Premier.  He  particu- 
larly addressed  the  honourable  member  for 
Wallace,  and  urged  him  to  remember  that 
local  government  existed  already,  that  he  had 
established  it ;  and  in  the  very  next  breath  he 
begged  that  honourable  gentleman  and  any 
others  to  make  suggestions  that  would  help 
him  to  establish  it.  He  said,  "  What  I  want 
is  a  system  of  local  government."  That  is 
exactly  what  he  does  want,  and  until  he  finds 
it  I  am  certain  all  his  measures  will  be  futile 
in  restoring  peace  and  economic  government 
to  tho  country.  The  honourable  gentleman 
has  let  another  cat  out  of  the  bag  in  a  most 
extraordinary  way.  He  says  that  this  is  part 
of  a  scheme.  If  the  scheme  includes  the  pro- 
posal to  establish  a  limited  Legislative  Council 
we  shall  have  a  perfect  reaction,  and  the 
honourable  gentlemen  who  are  assisting  the 
Premier  to  bring  about  this  reaction  certainly 
have  professed  principles  very  different  in  the 
past.  The  honourable  member  for  Auckland 
Central  was  made  largely  tho  means  of  bring- 
ing into  power  the  present  Oovernment  and 
those  who  are  supporting  them.  The  honour- 
Able   gentleman's  great  influence  and  power 


was  largely  used  in  influencing  the  elections 
in  favour  of  those  who  are  now  supporting 
the  Premier.  Especially  was  it  used  by  the 
Minister  for  Public  Works  in  Auckland,  who 
stated  that  he,  and  those  with  him,  were  work- 
ing with  the  able  assistance  of  the  honourable 
member  for  Auckland  Central ;  and  I  found 
that  the  cry  was  one  of  the  most  formidable 
difficulties  I  had  to  combat  in  my  own  election. 
I  am  extremely  sorry  to  see  this  reaction  fol- 
lowing' the  great  advance  made  in  Liberalism 
and  democratic  progress  during  the  last  few 
years.  Some  of  the  Liberal  measures  we 
formerly  carried  are  now  endangered,  and,  in 
some  degree,  by  the  action  of  those  who  assisted 
in  passing  iheva.  There  are  now  behind  the 
Premier  honourable  members  who  have  figured 
as  Liberals  and  democrats  of  a  more  extreme 
character  than  myself.  The  scheme  of  which 
this  is  a  part  is  a  scheme  only  fit  to  culminate 
in  a  limited  Legislative  Council.  I  heartily 
hope  that  things  will  take  a  better  turn,  and 
that  this  House  will  not  allow  itself  to  bo  used 
in  undoing  by  sidewinds  what  it  took  so  many 
years  of  hard  fighting  to  perfect.  Only  let  tho 
Premier  feel  that  he  has  a  majority — and  they 
will  excuse  me  for  saying  a  blind  and  obdurato 
majority — and  there  is  no  one  so  bold.  I  know 
that  of  old.  But  let  that  majority  dwindle, 
and  we  shall  hear  no  more  of  this  stifling  of 
free  debate  by  making  Government  questions 
of  important  measures  of  every  kind,  althougli 
they  do  not  affect  the  power  of  the  Govern- 
ment to  administer  the  affairs  of  the  colony. 
For  the  reasons  I  have  stated  I  shall  vote 
against  the  amendment  of  tho  honourable 
member  for  Kumara. 

Mr.  BARRON. — The  honourable  member  for 
Christchurch  North  said,  very  properly,  that 
probably  there  is  not  a  member  of  this  House 
who  will  not  be  ashamed  of  the  exhibition  we 
have  witnessed  to-night.  The  services  of  that 
honourable  gentleman  and  of  many  other  vete- 
rans in  politics  have,  no  doubt,  been  very  dear 
to  this  country  ;  but  I  put  it  to  them,  are  they 
not  rather  exacting  a  little  more  than  the  value 
of  those  services  from  the  country  by  delaying 
the  public  business  on  all  conceivable  occa- 
sions for  the  purpose  of  exhuming  old  musty 
references  to  the  buried  past,  when  we  should 
be  rather  proceeding  in  an  orderly  and  decent 
way  with  the  present  business  ?  Such  irrelevant 
reminiscences  and  autobiographical  self-lauda- 
tions may  be  very  interesting  to  the  veterans 
who  have  indulged  in  them  and  to  the  other 
opponents  of  the  Bill,  but  it  may  not  be  too 
much  to  say  that  they  are  neither  interesting 
nor  profitable  to  the  country,  and  it  is  evident 
that  other  members  of  this  House  would  rather 
be  spared  inflictions  of  the  kind  that  have  been 
placed  on  them  to-night,  and  would  very  much 
rather  proceed  in  a  proper  and  businesslike 
way  witn  the  Bill  which  is  now  under  considera- 
tion. If  honourable  gentlemen  would  choose 
some  other  time  and  place  for  the  purpose  of 
reciprocating  compliments  and  endeavouring 
to  outvie  each  other  in  quoting  forgotten  pas- 
sages from  ancient  history  it  surely  would 
greatly  facilitate  public  business.    Let  us  hope 
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that  the  Honse  is  now  prepared  to  proceed  with 
the  buainesR  in  hand,  and  that  we  may  be  spared 
further  exhibitions  such  as  the  honourable 
member  for  Christcbuich  Koith  has  so  justly 
condemned. 

Mr.  O'CONOR.— It  is  unpleasant  to  have  to 
refer  to  the  tactics  of  parties  when  those  tactics 
ftre  not  what  can  be  called  of  a  respectable 
kind.  I  have  been  subjected  to  a  considerable 
amount  of  annoyance  because  certain  per- 
sons thought  I  should  follow  the  honourable 
member  for  Christchurch  North  in  this  Par- 
liament, and  have  been  disappointed.  It  has 
been  said  by  the  honourable  member  for  St. 
Albans  that  I  belong  to  the  party  he  belongs 
to.  But  he  is  new  in  the  House,  and  takes  a 
great  deal  on  himself,  and  dictates  to  older 
members  as  to  what  party  they  should  belong 
to.  I  have  never  given  in  my  EidheEion  to  that 
party,  and  they  have  no  right  to  claim  my  sup- 
port in  any  way ;  and  if  that  honourable  gentle- 
man does  correspond  with  the  Lyttelton  Time) 
he  will  do  better  to  keep  his  own  influenca  to 
defend  his  own  actions.  Let  him  explain  why 
there  is  such  a  difference  between  his  hustings 
speeches  and  the  speeches  he  has  made  in  this 
House.  Let  him  explain  how  he  changes  his 
opinions  as  to  dealing  with  the  Upper  House, 
wnich  he  said  to  his  constituents  he  would  re- 
duce by  a  half,  and  also  reduce  their  hono- 
tarinm.  I  am  now  quoting  from  the  paper  he 
knows  something  about,  and  in  that  paper,  I 
expect  written  by  himself,  his  speech  to  his 
constituents  was  described  as  having  enthralled 
his  audience.  That  was  his  own  description  of 
his  own  speech.  As  I  differ  from  him,  I  have 
no  doubt  he  will  describe  me  as  something 
very  bad  indeed,  and  will  hold  me  up  to  ridi- 
cule. But  I  must  tell  him  that  honourable 
members  in  this  House  have  not  a  right 
to  retail  lobby-goSsip,  and  they  have  no  right 
to  use  their  position  as  editors  or  proprietors 
of  newspapers  in  order  to  coerce  honourable 
members  to  vote  contrary  to  their  convic- 
tions. The  honourable  member  for  St.  Albans 
has  said  that  he  will  not  be  bullied  by  any- 
body. Does  he  forget  that  he  tried  to  drive 
the  poor  constable  out  of  his  living  at  St. 
Albans?  He  had  great  sympathy  with  the 
members  of  the  Upper  House ;  but  what  wa^ 
his  sympathy  with  the  poor  policeman  and  his 
family  at  St.  Albans,  whom  he  thus  perse- 
cuted by  his  position  here  I  He  need  not  take 
upon  himself  to  lecture  members  of  this  House. 
Let  him  take  care  and  use  discreetly  the  vote 
which  has  been  intrusted  to  him  for  the  first 
time,  and  not  be  so  fond  of  indulging  in  his 
newspaper  paragraphs.  Whether  it  pleases  the 
honourable  member  or  anybody  else,  I  know 
what  my  duty  is  to  the  people  of  the  country 
and  myself.  I  say  distinctly  to  the  honourable 
gentlemen  on  the  same  side  of  the  House  as 
the  honourable  member  for  St.  Albans  and  to 
the  leader  of  the  Opposition  that  he  has  no 
claim  whatever  on  my  support,  and  that  I 
never  tendered  it. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— Yea. 

Mr.  O'CONOB.— The  honourable  gentleman 
-who  now  interrupts  certainly,  in  the  first  in- 
2Ir.  Barron 


stance,  seemed  to  think  that  he  controlled  my 
vote ;  and  he  has  addressed  me  in  a  most  im- 
pertinent style  this  session.  Sometimes  I  had 
to  tell  him  that  I  would  draw  the  Speaker's 
attention  to  it. 

Mr.  SPEAKEB.  — I  think  the  honourable 
member  should  withdraw  the  word  "imper- 
tinent." 

Mr.  O'CONOB. — I  used  it  in  a  parliamentary 
sense.  I  defy  any  honourable  member  to  say 
that  upon  any  occasion,  either  publicly  or  pri- 
vately, I  placed  myself  as  a  follower  of  th» 
honourable  member  for  Christchurch  North — 
Sir  Julius  Vogol.  No  man  can  say  it,  and  no 
man  has  a  right  to  contradict  me  in  that.  I 
say  distinctly  that  is  the  case.  While  I  was 
supporting  Sir  Bobert  Stout  during  the  last 
Parliament  I  expressly  declared  at  the  time 
my  condemnation  of  his  alliance  with  the 
honourable  gentleman.  I  said  that  on  th» 
very  first  occasion ;  and  it  was  known  by 
those  honourable  members  in  my  confidence 
why  I  was  supporting  the  late  Government 
notwithstanding  that  alliance.  I  know  the 
party  in  the  House  to  which  I  do  belong, 
and  I  regret  very  much  that  some  members 
of  the  other  party  in  this  House  should  have 
taken  action  which  I  can  have  no  sympathy 
with.  I  do  not  agree  with  honourable  mem- 
bers who  find  fault  with  one  proposal  after 
another,  simply  because  those  proposals  are 
not  brought  forward  by  their  particular  party. 
They  say,  if  a  proposal  is  brought  forward  by 
their  opponents  instead  of  by  themselves,  that 
it  is  an  outrage  on  the  people,  and  will  do  an 
enormous  wrong  to  the  country.*  The  very  pro- 
posal which  if  brought  forward  by  themselves 
they  would  advocate  and  support  they  now 
condemn  in  the  strongest  and  most  unfair 
way.  Sir,  I  think  it  is  a  most  scandalous 
and  pernicious  thing  to  have  the  time  of  the 
House  wasted  purely  for  the  purpose  of  party 
obstruction.  These  are  party  tactics  of  such 
a  nature  as  will,  if  continued,  make  thia 
House  a  by-word  in  the  country.  We  sit  here 
for  months ;  and  what  have  we  to  show  for 
it?  A  Hamard  filled  with  long  and  empty 
speeches,  consisting  largely  of  personal  abuse 
from  one  bido  to  the  other  —  long,  dreary 
speeches,  repeated  over  and  over  again  from 
Parliament  to  Parliament — wearisome  plati- 
tudes that  we  have  all  grown  heartily  tired  of 
listening  to  years  ago.  Sir,  I  say  we  shall  have 
to  face  the  condemnation  of  the  people  of  the 
country  if  we  allow  this  to  go  on.  I  wish  cer- 
tain honourable  gentlemen  would  mend  their 
own  actions  and  not  endeavour  so  unfairly  to 
influence  the  action  of  others.  Every  one  in 
this  House  is  supposed  to  have  a  conscience  of 
his  own  and  a  mmd  to  direct  his  own  action, 
and,  certainly,  as  the  honourable  member  for 
Kumara  said  just  now,  every  one  is  answer- 
able to  his  constituents  for  what  he  does,  and 
also  to  take  his  share  of  the  responsibility  for 
the  action  of  the  party  which  he  supporte.  I 
think  honourable  members,  and  e8p<>cially 
young  members,  should  learn  to  tolerate  inde- 
pendent action  of  one  another;  and  members 
whose  action  is  such  as  I  have  stated  in  regard 
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to  the  honoumble  member  for  St.  Albans  have 
done  what  they  have  no  right  to  do. 

Mr.  W.  P.  BEEVES.— May  I  be  allowed  to 
say,  in  personal  explanation,  that  it  is  quite  con- 
trary to  the  fact  that  I  ever  advocated  the  re- 
duction of  the  number  of  the  Upper  House  by 
half  ?  I  did  advocate  a  large  reduction  in  their 
honorarium. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— May  I  also  be  allowed  to 
say,  in  personal  explanation,  that  I  interjected 
a  "  Yes  "  when  the  honourable  member  for  the 
Buller  was  speaking  not  at  all  to  ofiend  the 
honourable  member,  but  to  express  my  dissent 
from  what  the  honourable  member  was  saying? 
I  will  recall  to  the  honourable  gentleman  an 
occasion  when,  I  being  present  in  the  whip's 
room  on  a  Sunday  evening,  in  the  second  session 
of  1834,  he  asked  the  honourable  member  for 
Christcharch  North  to  peruse  a  pamphlet  he 
had  written  on  the  Westport  Harbour.  The 
honourable  member  for  Christchuzch  North 
went  into  the  financial  phase  of  that  ques- 
tion, showing  how  the  same  would  require  to 
be  altered  before  it  could  be  efiectively  worked 
on  a  sound  and  proper  basis.  That  was  after 
the  first  Stout- Vogel  Government  had  been 
defeated,  and  after  the  vote  had  been  taken 
defeating  the  succeeding  Atkinson  Qovernment. 
The  whole  question  of  the  Westport  Harbour  was 
gone  into  by  the  honourable  member  for  Christ- 
church  North,  who  proved  to  the  honourable 
member  for  the  Buller  that  what  he  suggested 
was  workable  and  should  be  done ;  and  I  wish 
to  say  that  the  language  used  by  the  honour- 
able member  for  the  BuUer  then  difiers  some- 
what from  what  he  uses  now.  That  is  why  I 
ejaculated  "Yes." 

Mr.  O'GONOR.  — I  think  the  honourable 
gentleman,  who  has  taken  upon  himself  to  re- 
peat a  private  conversation,  ought  to  repeat  the 
whole  of  it.  I  absolutely  deny  that  any  con- 
versation has  taken  place  in  which  I  pledged 
myself  to  support  the  honourable  member  for 
Christchurch  North,  either  then  or  since;  and 
I  think  the  honourable  member  for  Christ- 
chnich  North,  whom  I  have  known  for  thirty 
years,  has  too  much  honour  to  say  it  is  so, 

Mr.  CABBOLL.— I  do  not  intend  to  detain 
the  House,  but  I  rise  simply  for  the  purpose 
of  saying  that  the  Government  made  no  com- 
pact with  the  four  Maori  members :  at  any 
rate,  so  far  as  I  am  concerned,  that  has  not 
been  the  case.  Neither  do  I  think  that  the 
action  taken  by  the  Government  in  that  portion 
of  the  Bill  relating  to  the  Maoris  was  taken 
vrith  the  object  of  catching  votes,  because, 
although  we  in  this  House  are  only  four  in 
number,  I  think  we  are  quite  able  to  take 
care  of  our  own  affairs.  I  think  that  will  be 
made  quite  manifest  to  the  House  as  we  go 
on.  However,  I  do  not  altogether  approve  of 
what  fell  from  the  Premier  this  evening  in 
regard  to  Native  affairs.  I  do  not  think  he 
has  placed  the  position  of  the  Natives  fairly 
before  this  House:  that  is  to  say,  I  do  not 
think  he  is  altogether  alive  to  the  great  dis- 
advantages which  they  labour  under,  and  his 
statements  this  evening  were  not  altogether  to 
the  point.    First  of  all,  the  Natives  are  to 


be  deemed  as  bom  subjects  of  Her  Majesty 
— ^that  is,  according  to  the  Native  Bights  Act 
passed  in  1865;  but  under  present  circum- 
stances they  do  not  enjoy  all  the  rights  and 
privileges  the  European  subjects  of  Her  Ma- 
jesty do.  The  Premier  says  that  they  do  not 
pay  rates  or  taxes.  Well,  I  venture  to  say  that 
they  do — that  their  lands  pay.  County  rates 
are  charged  on  Maori  lands  in  many  cases, 
and,  although  they  do  not  pay  the  rates  di- 
rectly, in  some  cases  the  Government  pay 
them,  and  make  it  a  charge  on  the  land  uiider 
the  Crown  and  Native  Lands  Bating  Act.  Not 
only  that,  notwithstanding  that  they  are  pay- 
ing these  rates,  they  are  not  allowed  any  voice 
whatever  in  the  local  bodies.  They  are  not 
represented  in  the  County  Councils.  There  is 
not  a  County  Council  in  the  whole  countiy 
where  you  will  find  a  Native  representing.  Al- 
though they  pay  rates  they  are  not  placed  on 
the  electoral  rolls  as  ratepayers.  The  Maori 
con  only  vote  in  European  elections  when  he 
has  qualified  himself  by  holding  a  freehold  of 
land  in  severalty  to  the  value  of  £25.  Without 
that  he  cannot  exercise  any  vote  whatever  in 
any  European  election.  When  you  come  to 
consider  the  difference  between  the  European 
and  thp  Maori  on  that  score,  I  think  the  House 
will  admit  that  the  Maori  is  somewhat  at  an 
unfair  disadvantage.  Take  the  Europeans,  for 
instance.  They  come  into  this  colony,  and, 
after  being  here  twelve  months,  or  six  months 
in  any  district,  they  are  entitled  to  vote 
under  the  residential  qualification ;  while 
the  Maoris,  who  live  here,  who  were  bom 
in  the  country,  and  who  may  be  said  to 
be  the  children  of  the  soil,  are  not  at  all 
entitled  to  vote  on  that  qualification.  That 
is  totally  unfair,  especially  when  we  know 
that  throughout  New  Zealand  there  is  a 
large  floatmg  European  population  who  have 
a  voice  in  the  elections  of  the  country,  a  very 
powerful  voice  too,  and  who  exercise  it  only  too 
freely.  I  am  one  of  those  who  consider  that 
the  time  has  arrived  when  all  distinctions  be- 
tween the  two  races  should  be  swept  away — 
that  all  unnecessary  distinctions  should,  wher- 
ever practicable,  be  obliterated,  and  that  we 
should  legislate  in  that  direction.  I  may  be 
wrong,  but  that  is  my  opinion  at  the  present 
time.  I  look  at  it  in  this  wa^:  If  you  admit 
us  to  have  a  voice  in  this  Legislature,  why  not 
admit  us  to  be  on  the  same  footing  as  yourselves 
in  the  control  of  our  o\vn  affairs  and  the  affairs 
of  the  country  ?  What  is  the  position  now  out- 
side this  chamber  ?  We  Maoris  have  not  the 
control  of  our  own  property ;  it  is  managed 
lor  us  by  the  Government.  I  myself  consider 
that  I  am  capable  of  managing  my  own  pro- 
perty, but,  under  the  law  of  ttie  country  at  the 
present  time,  I  am  not  allowed  to  do  so.  Is 
that  fair  ?  I  say  it  is  not.  There  are  all  these 
things  to  be  considered ;  but  I  do  not  think 
there  is  time  to  go  into  the  subject  this  session. 
I  thought  this  session  was  to  be  a  very  short 
one,  and  that  is  why  I  did  not  proceed  with 
my  resolutions ;  and  I  am  very  glad  the  Pre- 
mier has  thought  fit  to  defer  this  part  of  the 
question  until  next  session    Still,  I  think  he 
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will  deal  with  it  more  definitely  by  amending 
the  Maori  Representation  Act  in  the  direction 
I  ask.  I  do  not  believe  in  a  retrograde  step 
guch  as  IS  proposed  in  doing  away  with  the 
dual  vote.  We  do  not  wont  concessions.  We 
want  only  what  is  right.  If  we  are  entitled  to 
four  members,  let  us  have  four ;  if  we  are  en- 
titled to  more  than  four,  give  us  more  than 
four ;  if  we  are  entitled  to  no  more  than  three, 
we  do  not  ask  for  more  than  three.  All  we 
want  is  what  is  just.  And  I  hope  that  when 
anything  affecting  the  Native  people  comes  np 
in  this  House  for  discussion  all  party  con- 
siderations and  all  party  prejudices  will  be  set 
aside,  and  that  both  sides  of  the  House  will 
enter  into  the  discussion  free  of  bios  and  with 
the  desire  of  doing  what  is  necessary,  and  what 
will  be  beneficial  not  only  to  the  Natives,  but 
to  both  races  and  to  the  colony  generally. 

Mr.  SEDDON. — I  have  been  requested  by  a 
number  of  honourable  members  to  withdraw 
my  amendment,  so  that  wo  may  fairly  test  the 
main  question  on  the  proposal  to  go  into  Com- 
mittee. I  therefore,  without  any  idea  of  any 
other  aanendment  being  proposed,  ask  leave  to 
withdraw  my  amendment. 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

The  House  divided  on  the  question,  "  That 
Mr.  Speaker  do  now  leave  the  chair." 


Allen 

Anderson 

Atkinson 

Barron 

Bcetham 

Bruce 

Buchanan 

Dodson 

Fergxis 

Fisher 

Fitchett 

Ooldie 

Graham 

Hajnlin 

Hislop 

Duncan 

Peldwick 

Fish 

Fitzherbert 

Grimmond 

Ouimiess 

Jones 

Joyce 


Ates,  43. 
Hobbs 
Hodgkinson 
Jackson 
Lawry 

Mackenzie,  T. 
McGregor 
McKenzie,  J. 
!Mitchelson 
Monk 
Newman 
Peacock 
Pearson 
Rhodes 
Richardson,  G. 
Ross 

Noes,  21. 
Kelly 
Kerr 

Levestam 
Lionghrey 
Macarthur 
Tiloss 
O'Callaghon 


Russell 

Seymour 

Steward,  W.  J. 

Stewart,  W.  D. 

Taipua 

Tanner 

Thompson,  B. 

Valentine 

Ward 

Whyte 

Withy. 

Tellers. 
Froser 
O'Conor. 


Parata 
Perceval 
Taylor 
Vogel. 

Tellers. 
Marchant 
Seddon. 


For. 
Cadman 
Cowan 
Fulton 
Hall 
Izard 
Mills 
Ormond 
Thompson,  T. 
Wilson. 


Fairs. 


Agaiiut. 
Moat 
Tumbull 
Samuel 
Ballance 
Richardson,  F. 
Walker 
Pyke 
Buxton 
IiOQce. 


IN  COMMITTEE. 

Clause  2. — House  of  Representatives  to  con- 
sist of  seventy  members,  whereof  three  to  be 
Maoris. 

Mr.  MOSS  moved.  That  the  words  in  the 
first  line,  "  expiration  by  effluxion  of  time,"  be 
struck  out,  and  the  words  "  thirty-first  day  of 
December,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
eighty-eight,"  be  inserted  in  lieu  thereof. 

The  Committee  divided  on  the  question, 
"  That  the  words  be  retained." 


Ayes,  63. 

Anderson 

Jackson 

Perceval 

Atkinson 

Joyce 

Reeves,  W.  P. 

Beetham 

Kerr 

Rhodes 

Blake 

Lawry 

Richardson,  O. 

Bruce 

Levestom 

Ross 

Buchanan 

Loughrey 

Russell 

Carroll 

Macarthur 

Seymour. 

Dodson 

Mackenzie,  K 

Smith 

Duncan 

Mackenzie,  T. 

Steward,  W.  J. 

Peldwick 

Marchant 

Stewart,  W.  D. 

Fergus 

McGregor 

S.-]\Ienteath 

Fisher 

McKenzie,  J. 

Tanner 

Fish 

Mitchelson 

Thompson,  R. 

Fitchett 

Moat 

Valentine 

Fitzherbert 

Monk 

Ward 

Goldie 

Newman 

Whyte 

Graham 

O'Callaghan 

Wilson 

Grimmond 

O'Conor 

Withy. 

Guinness 

Parata 

Tellers. 

Hislop 

Peacock 

Allen 

Hobbs 

Pearson 

Barron. 

Hodgkinson 

Noes,  5. 

Grey 

Tellers. 

Kelly 

Fraser 

Taylor. 

Moss. 

Majority  for,  33. 
Motion  agreed  to. 
Mr.  Carroll 


Majority  for,  58. 

Amendment  negatived. 

"  On  the  expiration  by  effluxion  of  time  or 
other  sooner  determination  of  the  present  Gene- 
ral Assembly,  the  number  of  members  to  be 
thereafter  elected,"  &c. 

Mr.  STUART  -  MENTEATH  moved.  That 
the  words,  "  or  other  sooner  determination," 
be  struck  out,  with  the  view  of  inserting  the 
word  "  only." 

The  Committee  divided  on  the  question, 
"  That  the  words  be  retained." 


Allen 

Andersgn 

Atkinson 

Beetham 

Bruce 

Buchanan 

Dodson 

Fergus 

Fisher 

Fitchett 

Goldie 

Graham 

Hislop 

Blake 
Duncan 


Ayes,  36. 
Hobbs 
Hodgkinson 
Jackson 
Lawry 

^lackenzio,  T. 
McGregor 
McKenzie,  3. 
Mitchelson 
Monk 
Pearson 
Rhodes 
Richardson,  G. 


Ross 

Seymour 

Steward,  W.  J. 

Taipua 

Tanner 

Thompson,  R. 

Valentine 

Whvte 

Withy. 

Tellers. 
Barron 
Peacock. 


Noes,  30. 
Peldwick  Pitzhorbprt 

Pish  Praser 
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■Grey 

Grimmond 

Gainness 

Jones 

Joyce 

Kelly 

Kerr 

Levestam 

Loughrey 


Maearthur 

Marchant 

Moat 

Newman 

O'Callaghai 

Parata 


Seddon 
Smith 

Stewart,  W.  D. 
Taylor 
Ward. 

Tellers. 


Reeves.B. H.J.Mackenzie,  M. 
Reeves,  \V.  P.   S.-Menteath. 


Majority  for,  6. 

Amendment  negatived. 

Mr.  W.  D.  STEWABT  moved  to  insert  the 
'words,  "not  earlier  than  the  eighth  day  of 
October,  one  thoasand  eight  hundred  and 
«ighty-nine,"  after  the  word  "  determination." 

The  Ckimmittee  divided  on  the  question, 
"  That  the  words  be  inserted." 

Ayes,  36. 


Blake 

Kerr 

Seddon 

Duncan 

Levestam 

.  Smith 

Fcldwick 

Loughrey 

Steward,  W.  J. 

Fish 

Ifackenzie, 

M.  Stewart,  D.  W. 

Fitzherbert 

Marchant 

S.-Menteath 

Eraser 

MoKenzio, 

J.     Taipua 

Grey 

Moat 

Taylor 

Grimmond 

Newman 

Valentine 

Guinness 

O'Callaghan       Ward. 

Hodgkinson 

Farata 

Tellers. 

Junes 

Reeves,  W. 

P.   Fitchett 

Joyce 

Ross 

Reeves,  R.H.J. 

Kelly 

Noes,  81 

. 

Allen 

Goldie 

Rhodes 

Anderson 

Graham 

Richardson,  G. 

Atkinson 

Hislop 

Seymour 

Barron 

Hobbs 

Tanner 

Beetham 

Jackson 

Thompson,  R. 

Bruce 

Lawry 

Wbyte 

Buchanan 

Mocarthur 

Withy. 

Carroll 

Mackenzie, 

T. 

Dodson 

Mitchelson 

Tellers. 

Fergus 

Monk 

SIcGregor 

Fisher 

Peacock 
Paibs. 

Pearson. 

For 

Against. 

Cadman 

Moat 

Cowan 

Tumbull 

Fulton 

Samuel 

Hall 

Ballance 

Izard 

Richardson,  E. 

Hills 

Walker 

O'Oonor 

Vogel 

Knssell 

Perceval 

Thompson,  T. 

Buxton 

Wilson. 

Tiance. 

Majority  for,  5. 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Progress  reported. 

The  House  adjourned  at 

twenty  minntes  to 

three  o'clock  a.m. 

LEGISLATIVE  COUNCIL. 
Wednesday,  7th  December,  1887. 


Second  Beadincs — Pnrliameutary  Honororiuui  aud 
PrivileRes  Bill— North  Diiuediii  Cemetery  Ex- 
tension Uill— Native  Billa— Native  Ijand  Admi- 
niBtratlon  Act  Bepeal  Bill — Maori  lieal  Estate 
Managomeut  Bill, 

The  Hon.  the  Spbakeb  took  the  choir  at 
half-past  two  o'clock. 

Pbayehs. 

SECOND  READINGS. 
Sounds  County  Hospital  Representation  Bill, 
Napier  Harbour  Board  Amendment  and  En- 
dowment Improvement  Bill,  Akaroa  Borough 
Council  Reserves  Vesting  and  Reclamation 
Bill,  Native  Land  Court  Bill. 

PARLIAMENTARY  HONORARIUM  AND 
PRIVILEGES  BILL. 
The  Hon.  Dr.  POLLEN.— At  a  distant  time 
there  was  a  Parliament  from  which,  for  rea- 
sons best  known  to  the  lieges,  lawyers  were 
rigidly  excluded.  That  Parliament  came  to  be 
known  by  the  classsical  nickname  of  "  Parlia- 
mentum  Indoctum"  —  "the  Know-nothing 
Parliament."  In  these  days  of  ours,  how- 
ever, we  have  so  large  an  infusion  uf  tiie 
legal  clement  that  wo  are  not  at  all  in  any 
danger  of  being  called  by  that  term — "  the 
Know-nothing  Parliament."  But  I  think  that 
if  we  do  not  do  very  much  more  than  we 
are  invited  to  do  at  present  wo  may  bo  dis- 
tinguished in  the  future  by  the  nickname  of 
"  the  Screw  Parliament."  Economy  is  highly 
to  be  commended  as  a  domestic  as  well  as 
a  public  virtue,  provided  it  be  systematic 
economy  and  wise  economy.  If  it  bo  not 
systematic  economy  and  wise  economy,  there 
is  a  danger — on  the  public  side,  at  any  rate — 
that  small  savings  in  one  direction  may  be 
made  to  excuse  or  justify  extravagance  in 
another.  What,  I  want  to  ask,  has  brought 
us  into  our  present  financial  straits?  Is  it  be- 
cause we  have  paid  a  moderate  and  reasonable 
salary  to  Her  Majesty's  representatives  in  this 
colony  ?  Is  it  because  we  have  paid  such 
salaries  as  were  not  too  much  to  Jlinisters 
who  have  charge  of  the  public  business  of 
the  colony?  We  have  been  paying  them  less 
every  year  for  years  past  than  is  received  by 
the  responsible  officers  of  any  banking  cor- 
poration doing  a  reasonable  amount  of  busi- 
ness in  the  colony.  Is  it  because  we  have 
provided  for  the  payment  of  members  of  the 
Legislature?  Are  all  these  three  sources  of 
expenditure  suiUcieiit  to  account  for  the  finan- 
cial distress  in  which  we  find  ourselves  now  ? 
They  make  a  mere  drop  in  the  bucket  of  our 
responsibilities.  We  have  come  to  these  finan- 
cial straits  for  these  reasons :  that  we  have 
been  making  railways  beyond  the  necessities  of 
the  colony ;  that  we  have  been  spending  mil- 
lions on  railways  which  have  been  described  by 
the  term  "political  railwoys,"  and  which  de- 
serve no  other  character.  When  we  have  made 
eur  nulways  we  have  been  authorising  the  ex- 
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ponditure  of  enormoas  sums  of  money — hun- 
areds  of  thousands  of  pounds — foi  the  purpose 
of  constructing  artificial  harbours  to  deprive 
these  railways  of  the  traffic  they  were  intended 
to  carry.  We  have  been  every  year  wasting 
tens  of  thousands  of  pounds  upon  goldfiolds  for 
the  purchase  of  parliamentary  support :  only 
because  it  was  necessary  to  purchase  parlia- 
mentary support  would  any  legislative  body  in 
the  world  have  consented  to  the  waste  and  ex- 
travagance which,  since  the  discovery  of  gold, 
has  been  going  on,  is  going  on,  and,  I  fear,  will 
go  on.  We  have  been  spending  every  year 
tens  of  thousands  of  pounds  in  what  is  called 
opening  up  land  for  settlement,  and  we  have  no 
settlers.  Not  only  have  we  no  settlers,  but  we 
are  doing,  apparently,  everything  in  our  power 
to  prevent  settlers  from  coming  here  and  to 
drive  away  those  who  are  here.  That  is  what 
wo  have  been  doing.  We  have  been  changing 
every  year  our  land-laws,  so  that  no  man 
who  leaves  England  to-day  can  be  sure  that 
when  he  arrives  in  the  colony  he  will  find  the 
same  land-laws  existing  which  existed  when  he 
left  England.  More  than  all,  while  we  have 
been  doing  these  things  it  will  have  been 
patent  to  every  man  who  gave  the  subject  one 
hour's  serious  consideration  that,  having  in- 
curred all  this  expenditure  to  prepare  the 
colony  for  settlement,  it  was  our  duty  also  to 
import  settlers  to  occupy  the  lands.  We  have 
done  nothing  of  the  sort.  A  craven  fear  of 
trade -unions  and  of  the  professional  unem- 
ployed has  prevented  us  from  doing  what  was  a 
manifest  duty — prevented  us  from  turning  even 
a  rill  of  the  enormous  stream  of  money  that 
was  going  to  waste  into  a  channel  bo  profit- 
able and  useful  as  assisting  immigration  and 
settling  the  land.  It  is  not  by  small  savings 
that  we  con  recover  ourselves  in  this  way. 
We  may  save  checse-porings  and  candle-ends 
in  the  kitchen,  but  we  shall  not  keep  the 
Official  Assignee  from  the  door  if  we  have 
riot  and  waste  in  the  hall ;  and  we  have 
had  nothing  but  riot  and  waste  in  the  ball  in 
times  past.  Wo  shall  do  very  little  now  by 
small  savings  unless,  as  I  have  before  said 
in  this  Council,  our  whole  fiscal  system  is 
altered,  and  we  return  to  economy  systematic 
and  wise.  We  are  directly  invited  by  the  Bill 
now  before  us  to  set  an  example  of  what  ought 
to  be  done  in  the  way  of  retrenchment.  I 
venture  to  say  that  there  b  no  member  of  this 
Council  who  will  not  willingly  make  a  sacrifice 
when  it  is  required  by  the  colony ;  bat  I  hope 
there  are  few  members  of  this  Council  who  do 
not  feel  that  an  indignity  is  put  upon  the 
Council  by  the  different  treatment  which  is 
proposed  by  the  BUI  which  is  before  the 
Council  to-day.  This  treatment  is  invidious, 
and  it  is  wholly  wijustifiable.  The  Act  of 
1884  bears  this  title :  "  An  Act  to  provide  for 
reimbursing  Members  of  the  General  Assembly 
their  Expenses  in  Attendance  on  Parliament." 
What  are  the  expenses  of  members  in  con- 
nection with  their  attendance  on  Parliament  ? 
Every  man  who  lives  at  a  distance  from  this 
place  is  obliged  to  give  every  year  three  or 
four  months  of  time  to  the  Berrice  of  the 
Son.  Dr.  PolUn 


public.  He  is  obliged,  besides,  to  negleot 
his  own  business,  if  he  has  any ;  and  tiiera 
are  very  few  members  of  this  Council  who 
have  not  some  business  which  suffers  by  their 
absence  from  their  homes.  A  member  is 
obliged  to  neglect  his  business,  and  to  suffer 
very  much  in  his  purse  in  consequence.  He  is 
obliged  to  incur  considerable  expense  in  living 
here,  and  ho  is  obliged  to  expose  his  health  to 
very  great  danger  in  a  local  climate  which,  I 
venture  to  say,  is  the  most  inhospitable  in  thu 
favoured  colony.  Sir,  we  have  here  a  modem 
Gave  of  the  Winds,  with  but  a  weak  substitute 
for  the  ^olus  of  old,  who,  controlling  storms, 
was  still  but  the  servant  of  the  Olympians. 
Captain  Edwin  is  not  strong  enough  for  the 
place,  and  is  forced  to  content  himself  with 
giving  warnings  of  the  approach  of  the  furies 
whom  he  cannot  command,  and  who  appear 
to  be  constantly  "  on  the  loose."  Is  it  no- 
thing thai  a  man  incurs  such  expenses  and 
such  risks  as  I  just  have  referred  to?  These 
are  arguments  which  ought  to  be  considered. 
But  these  expenses  and  these  inconveniences 
are  common  to  all  the  members  of  the  Legis- 
lature— to  the  members  of  this  Council  and  to 
the  members  of  the  House  of  Representatives — 
and  so  far  the  recognition  of  their  services  has 
been  equal,  and  I  am  content.  But  there  is 
another  provision  which  is  proposed  to  be 
mode  in  the  Bill,  to  which  I  oojcct.  The  Bill 
says  that  there  are  "  additional  expenses 
necessarily  incurred "  by  members  of  the 
House  of  Representatives  for  which  provision 
is  to.  be  mode.  I  am  curious  to  know  what  is 
the  nature  of  these  additional  expenses.  There 
are,  no  doubt,  the  expenses  of  election ;  but 
there  is  not  opposition  at  every  election. 
Some  members  are  elected  unopposed  and 
witliout  expense :  the  consideration,  neverthe- 
less, is  general.  When  the  Regulation  of 
Elections  Act  established  the  practice  of  vot- 
ing by  ballot,  there  was  also  passed  an  Act 
known  as  the  Corrupt  Practices  Prevention 
Act.  The  purpose  of  that  Act  was  to  limit, 
as  far  as  possible,  expenditure  at  elections, 
so  that,  as  it  was  said,  a  poor  man  and  a 
rich  man  might  be  placed  on  on  equality 
in  their  efforts  to  serve  their  country.  Have 
the  provisions  of  that  Act  been  observed, 
we  will  say,  at  the  recent  elections?  My 
own  political  apprenticeship  was  served  in 
a  provincial  district  in  which  electioneering 
was  one  of  the  fine  arts.  The  rolls  were  scien- 
tifically stuffed  in  those  days.  I  have  known 
a  cargo  of  immigrants  expected,  but  who  had 
not  yet  arrived,  who  recorded  a  block  vote  for 
a  particular  party.  I  have  knovm  teams  of 
working  bullocks  so  moved  by  the  prevailing 
excitement  as  to  "  vote  early  and  vote  often  " 
for  their  favoured  candidate.  I  have  known 
Returning  Officers  in  out-districts  who  con- 
verted themselves  for  the  nonce  into  spiritual- 
istic mediums,  and  enabled  incorporeal  electors 
to  plump  for  the  man  of  the  people.  These 
things  occurred  in  the  old  times.  In  the  reoont 
elections  in  tliat  particular  district  which  was 
imder  my  observation  it  was  not  without  a 
certain   pleasure    that    I    noticed    that    the 
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"  hnmoun "  of  old  times  were  in  some  sense 
restored.  Whiskey,  in  its  natural  form  of 
mountain -dew,  descended  from  the  skies  and 
moistened  the  refractory  clay  of  independent 
•lectors.  In  committee-rooms  conjurors  pro- 
duced long-beers  without  number  from  empty 
hats,  whilst  the  inexhaustible  bottle  poured 
out  streams  of  all  kinds  of  liquors  to  satisfy 
thirsty  politicians.  On  the  eve  of  the  elec- 
tions a  very  curious  metamorphosis  occurred. 
Some  fairy,  I  suppose,  touched  every  cab  in 
the  district  with  his  wand,  and  converted  it 
immediately  into  a  private  carriage,  and  the 
private  carriages  were  lent  next  day  to  the 
candidates  for  the  purpose  of  bringing  elec- 
tors to  the  poU.  Every  morning  we  see  in 
the  public  journals  a  report  of  the  proceedings 
upon  an  election  petition  before  Judges  of  the 
Supreme  Court  in  a  part  of  the  world  not  very 
distant  from  here.  It  is  as  plain  as  daylight 
to  any  person  who  reads  between  the  lines  that 
there  has  been  gross  corruption — gross  viola- 
tion of  the  law — in  that  district ;  but,  except- 
ing "  the  Man  in  the  Moon,"  nobody  knows 
anything  about  it.  Money  has  been  flying  about 
in  all  directions;  nobody  has  received  it; 
nobody  has  paid  the  money.  The  member  who 
was  returned  declares  that  he  has  not  paid  any 
money,  and  does  not  intend  to  pay  any  money. 
Will  he  receive  any  share  of  the  subsidy  which 
is  proposed  to  be  given  to  reimburse  mem- 
bers of  the  House  of  Bepresentatives  under 
these  circumstances?  If  our  benevolence  in 
this  matter  is  so  great,  and  if  we  are  so  anxious 
to  reimburse  candidates  for  their  election  ex- 
penses, why  should  that  benevolence  be  con- 
fined to  the  winning  candidate  ?  Is  it  vcb  victU 
always?  Is  there  no  virtue  on  the  losing  side, 
and  are  wo  to  suppose  that  the  defeated  per- 
son's desire  to  serve  the  public  is  less  than 
that  of  the  gentleman  returned  in  opposition  to 
him  ?  If  it  be  not,  why  should  he  be  deprived 
of  a  share  of  the  public  benevolence  we  propose 
to  bestow  on  successful  candidates?  I  think 
that  there  are  there  an  inequality  EJid  an  in- 
instice  which  certainly  require  remedy.  I 
listened,  not  without  sympathy,  to  the  piteous 
moons  of  the  defeated  candidates  on  the  hust- 
ings, when  the  numbers  were  up  and  the  result 
was  declared.  The  waiilings  oa  to  falsified  pro- 
mises, the  immorality  of  the  ballot,  and  all  the 
test  of  it,  were  really  sad.  We  are  told  again 
that  members  of  the  House  of  Bepresentatives 
necessarily  incur  a  considerable  amount  of 
expense  because  they  ore  obliged  to  travel 
through  their  districts  in  order  to  msJce  them- 
selves acquainted  with  the  wants  of  those  dis- 
tricts,— and,  I  suppose,  to  submit  ocoasionally 
to  that  process  which  is  familiarly  known  as 
"heckling,"  and  which  is  pleasant  to  the  ope- 
lator,  if  not  to  the  persons  operated  upon.  We 
ore  told  by  the  terms  of  the  Bill  that  there 
are  additional  expenses  necessarily  incurred  by 
members  during  the  session.  What  are  the 
necessary  excuses?  A  member  is  troubled, 
no  doubt,  during  the  session  of  Parliament  by 
frequent  communications  from  his  constituents. 
These  may  be  very  important  matters  for  the 
«M>did*te  himself ;  the  qaestion  is.  Are  they  of 


sufficient  importance  to  the  country  generally 
to  require  a  national  monetary  recognition? 
Payment  of  members  is  as  old  as  representa- 
tive institutions.  There  was  a  time  in  English 
history  when  the  monarch  was  all-powerful, 
and  the  people  were  almost  helpless.  In  those 
days  the  localities  represented  paid  their  own 
members.  Now  and  here,  when  the  people  are 
all-powerful,  and  the  Crown  is  but  an  emblem 
which  we  all  revere,  the  whole  people  provide 
the  pay  for  the  members  of  the  Legislature. 
It  would  seem,  under  these  circumstances,  but 
fair  that,  when  expenses  are  incurred  which 
are  necessarily  local  or  personal,  these  expenses 
should  be  defrayed  by  the  localities  or  persons 
concerned,  and  not,  as  now  proposed,  by  addi- 
tional taxation  upon  the  whole  of  the  people 
of  the  colony.  That  seems  to  be  a  proper  solu- 
tion of  that  question.  It  is  unfair  to  ask  that 
the  State  shall,  in  advance,  make  a  general 
and  fixed  money-provision  for  contingencies 
which  have  not  even  the  recommendation  of 
being  common,  or  of  being  constant,  or  of  being 
equal  when  they  arise.  Sir,  I  ask,  why  is  this 
distinction  of  treatment  between  the  Chambers 
made  ?  Why,  in  these  times  of  difficulty  and 
distress,  should  an  exceptional  burden  be  im- 
posed on  the  taxpayers  of  the  colony,  to  meet 
contingencies  which  I  have  endeavoured  to 
show  ore  not  constant,  which  are  not  equal 
when  they  occur,  which  affect  only  individuals 
or  localities,  and  which,  I  think,  should  be  pro- 
vided by  the  districts  and  localities  which  they 
affect  ?  It  is  in  order  that  I  might  obtain  this 
information  that  I  have  given  the  notice  stand- 
ing in  my  name,  and  which  I  now  move. 

Motion  mode,  and  question  proposed,  "  That 
this  Council  will  concur  willingly  with  the 
House  of  Bepresentatives  in  any  reduction  of 
allowances  to  members  which  wall  maintain 
the  equality  of  treatment  between  the  two 
Chambers  established  by  'The  Parliamentary 
Honorarium  and  Privileges  Act,  1884.'" — (ifon. 
Dr.  Pollen.) 

The  Hon.  SirF.  WHITAKEB.— Sir,  I  think, 
if  a  stranger  hod  been  listening  in  the  gallery 
to  what  my  honourable  friend  Dr.  Pollen  has 
been  saying,  he  would  have  wondered  what  in 
the  world  it  was  he  was  talking  about,  and 
what  the  subject  was  that  was  under  discus- 
sion. He  would  have  said  to  himself,  in  the 
first  instance,  that  it  was  railways,  because  my 
honourable  friend  mode  that  subject  an  im- 
portant part  of  his  speech.  Then,  he  might 
have  thought  that  we  were  merely  passing  time, 
because  my  honourable  friend  related  a  lot  of 
curious  stories,  which  I  have  never  heard  be- 
fore, and  in  which  I  have  no  doubt  he  himself 
was  interested.  My  honourable  friend  told  us 
a  storv  about  bullocks  voting.  I  suppose  he 
must  be  GMiquainted  with  the  circumstances, 
which,  I  presume,  must  have  come  under  his 
own  personal  observation.  Then,  the  honooi- 
able  gentleman  spoke  in  reference  to  immi- 
gration, and  I  have  no  doubt  that  when  the 
stranger  heard  his  remarks  he  would  have 
thought  that  the  subject  under  discussion  was 
the  question  of  immigration.  I  say  that  nine- 
tenths  of  what  the  honourable  gentleman  said 
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oontamed  nothing  relevant  to  the  question 
before  the  Coancil.  I  will  not  follow  my 
honourable  friond  in  all  the  mazes  through 
which  he  has  attempted  to  lead  us.  His  speech 
has  been,  as  regards  the  question  before  us, 
something  more  of  sack  than  of  bread.  There 
has  been  a  gallon  of  sack  to  a  pennyworth  of 
bread — in  other  words,  nine-tenths  irrelevant 
to  one-tenth  relevant.  But,  Sir,  I  will  leave 
that  part  of  his  speech  alone,  and  I  will  con- 
fine myself,  as  far  as  I  can,  to  the  subject 
really  under  discussion.  I  will  notice  one  thing 
to  commence  with.  The  honourable  gentle- 
man has  not  waited  for  the  Bill  relating  to 
this  subject,  which  has  yet  to  bo  discussed, 
but  has  taken  the  bull  by  the  horns,  and  not 
only  traversed  the  Bill  but  the  whole  policy  of 
the  Government  in  anticipation.  It  appears  to 
me,  in  reference  to  the  several  Bills  now  here, 
that,  any  one  of  them  falling,  the  rest  must 
necessarily  fall  too ;  and  it  might  be  very  well 
said,  in  reference  to  the  motion  of  the  honour- 
able gentleman,  that  to  a  certain  extent  a  por- 
tion of  it  was  of  the  nature  of  a  no-confldence 
motion.  No  doubt  it  could  be  interpreted,  to 
a  certain  extent,  to  mean  that.  The  honour- 
able gentleman  commenced  by  traversing  this 
Bill  and  the  general  policy  of  the  Government; 
and  I  ask  whether,  in  his  remarks,  ho  meant 
to  say  that  we  have  been  going  on  extrava- 
gantly. I  understood  him  to  say  that  we  hstd 
been  going  on  extravagantly,  Sknd  that  we  are 
now  going  on  extravagantly,  and  that  we  shall 
go  on  extravagantly ;  and  I  presume  he  moans 
that  to  be  a  reflection  upon  the  Government — 
that  on  ill  example  has  been  set  by  other 
Governments,  which  carried  on  extravagantly, 
and  that  the  present  Government  intend  to 
carry  on  extravagantly  also.  Sir,  that  is  a 
very  wide  charge  ;  but  I  would  call  to  the  mind 
of  the  Council  that  the  present  Government 
have,  at  all  events,  initiated  something  in  the 
shape  of  retrenchment,  and  the  very  first  occa- 
sion when  the  question  of  retrenchment  comes 
before  the  Council  my  honourable  friend  gets 
up  and  treats  with  the  strongest  possible 
opposition  the  whole  of  the  policy  of  the 
Government.  Now,  Sir,  I  may,  at  all  events, 
express  my  impression  that  my  honourable 
friend  has  invited  us  to  assume  a  very  false 
position ;  and  I  regret  to  say  that,  if  the  Coun- 
cil follow  the  lead  of  my  honourable  friend,  I 
am  sure,  before  long,  they  will  see  strong  rea- 
sons to  regret  it.  My  honourable  friend  says 
ho  wants  an  equality 

The  Hon.  Mr.  BUCKLEY.— Sir,  I  rise  to  a 
point  of  order.  I  am  sorry  to  interrupt  my 
honourable  friend,  because  we  always  listen  to 
him  with  very  considerable  pleasure.  Now,  I 
tmderstood  him  to  say  that  we  should  very  soon 
see  something  worse  if  we  followed  the  lead  of 
the  Hon.  Dr.  Pollen. 

An  Hon.  Meubeb. — He  said  we  should  have 
reason  to  regret  it. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  BUCKLEY.— I  am  sorry  U  I 
have  misunderstood  him. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  WHITAKER.— I  did  not  know 
that  there  was  a  point  of  order.  I  was  not 
Son.  Sir  F.  Wkitaker 


able  to  catch  the  observation  that  the  honour- 
able gentleman  mode. 

The  Hon.  the  SPEAKER.— I  understood  the 
honourable  member  was  complaining  of  certain 
words  used  by  the  honourable  gentleman. 
Perhaps  the  honourable  gentleman  will  be  good 
enough  to  explain  what  was  the  point  of  order. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  BUCKLEY.— Sir,  it  was  this: 
I  was  under  the  impression  that  the  remarks 
of  my  honourable  friend  meant  a  threat  to  this 
Council  that  by  following  the  lead  of  the 
Hon.  Dr.  Pollen  there  might  happen  some- 
thing of  a  worse  oliaiacter.  These  are  not  the 
exact  words,  but  that  was  the  impression  left 
on  my  mind  by  what  I  understood  him  to  say. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  OLIVER.— The  words  were 
these,  so  far  as  I  heard  and  understood  them : 
that  if  the  Council  adopted  the  plan  suggested 
by  the  Hon.  Dr.  Pollen  they  would  soon  find 
reason  to  regret  their  action. 

An  Hon.  Membeb.— "  Follow  the  lead  "  were 
the  words. 

The  Hon.  Sir  P.  WHITAKER.— I  did  say 
"  follow  the  lead ;"  and  I  apprehend  that  the 
Council,  if  they  do  follow  the  lead 

The  Hon.  Mr.  BUCKLEY.— I  did  not  object 
to  follow  the  lead  of  tho  Hon.  Dr.  Pollen;  I 
should  be  very  well  pleased  to  follow  his  lead. 
But  I  am  complatnmg  of  the  remarks  made 
by  the  Hon.  the  Attorney-General. 

The  Hon.  Sir  F.  WHITAKER.— Then  I  will 
leave  the  question  to  your  decision,  Sir,  as  to 
whether  my  remarks  were  of  an  ofiensive  cha- 
racter, and  if  so  I  will  withdraw  them. 

The  Hon.  the  SPEAKER.— There  is  nothing 
out  of  order  in  what  the  honourable  gentleman 
has  said.  Tho  honourable  gentleman  may  pro- 
ceed with  his  remarks. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  MANTELL.— I  wish  to  raise 
a  point  of  order,  Sir.  May  I  ask  whether  it  is 
strictly  in  order  to  anticipate  the  discussion  on 
the  second  reading  of  a  Bill  which  is  on  to- 
day's Order  Paper  ?  It  is  the  eleventh  order  of 
the  day  on  the  Order  Paper,  and  when  that  is 
reached  we  shall  necessarily  have  to  go  through 
the  discussion  all  over  again. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  WATERHOUSE.— I  would 
call  your  attention.  Sir,  to  tho  fact  that  the 
mover  of  a  resolution  must  base  his  remarks 
upon  the  Bill.  I  think  this  objection  should 
have  been  taken  at  the  time  it  was  moved. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  MANTELL.— I  do  not  object 
to  it. 

The  Hon.  the  SPEAKER.— The  question  is 
one  that  very  naturally  arises,  and,  in  anticipa- 
tion that  it  might  be  raised,  I  have  looked  up  a 
ruling  on  the  subject,  which  I  will  read  to  the 
Council : — 

"  On  the  question  of  the  second  reading  of 
a  Bill  all  amendments  must  'strictly  relate 
to  the  Bill.'  Resolutions  may  be  moved  de- 
claratory of  some  principle  adverse  to,  or  differ- 
ing from,  the  principles,  policy,  or  provisions  of 
the  Bill;  or  expressing  opinions  as  toany'oir- 
cumstances  connected  with  its  introduction 
or  prosecution ;  or  otherwise  opposed  to  its 
progress ;  or  seeking  further  information  in 
relation  to  the  Bill  by  Committees,  Commis- 
sioners, the   production  of  papers,  ot  other 
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evidence.  A  resolution  of  this  kind,  to  be 
admissible,  must  deal  with  the  particular  Bill, 
and  not  with  other  Bills,  or  Bills  generally ; 
and  should  not  be  a  mere  negation  of  the 
principle  of  the  Bill." 

I  think,  under  that  ruling,  which  appears  to 
me  to  be  in  accordance  with  other  autliorities, 
that  the  Hon.  Dr.  Pollen  is  perfectly  in  order 
in  moving  the  motion. 

The  Hon.  Sir  F.  WHITAKER.— I  also  looked 
into  this  matter,  and  I  found  it  was  perfectly 
competent  to  move  the  resolution  which  the 
Hon.  Dr.  Pollen  has  moved,  and  I  think  he  was 
perfectly  at  liberty  to  say  what  he  has  said  on 
this  occasion.  Whether  he  should  have  dealt 
with  tlie  question  in  the  manner  that  ho  has 
is V another  matter;  but  I  ilnd  no  fault  with 
the  way — the  point  on  which  he  has  opened  it. 
The  hononrable  gentleman  objects  to  what  he 
calls  an  "  inequality ;  "  but  the  very  object  of 
this  Bill  is  to  place  the  members  of  the  two 
Houses  upon  an  equality — that  their  expenses, 
whatever  tlicy  may  be,  should  be  provided  for. 
There  are  two  ways  of  dealing  with  the  ques- 
tion of  remunerating  honourable  members  for 
the  expense  and  trouble  they  are  put  to  in 
attending  Parliament :  one  is  the  reimburse- 
ment of  their  expenses  only,  and  the  other  is 
their  payment.  The  £100  which  it  is  now 
proposed  should  ba  given  for  attendance  at  a 
session  is  the  same  as  was  formerly  given. 
Subsequently  to  that  an  alteration  was  made, 
and  the  sum  was  increased  to  £210,  and  that 
could  only  be  treated  eg  a  payment  of  mem- 
bers, because  the  £100  which  they  had  received 
was  more  than  amply  sufficient  to  pay  the 
expenses  of  attending  the  session  at  Welling- 
ton, and  therefore  in  the  £210  we  have  at 
present  payment  of  members.  The  new  Bill 
proposes  to  revert  to  the  old  policy — that  is, 
the  reimbursement  of  the  expenses  of  honour- 
able members  in  attending  the  session.  The 
members  of  the  House  of  Bepresentatives 
are  necessarily  put  to  other  expenses  which 
the  members  of  this  Council  are  not  put  to. 
My  honourable  friend  opposite  has  given  notice 
to  ask  a  question  regarding  a  return  showing 
the  particulars  of  the  "  additional  expenses 
necessarily  incurred  by  honourable  members  " 
in  respect  of  which  provision  is  intended  to  bo 
made  by  the  Bill.  The  expenses  of  a  member 
of  the  House  of  Representatives — and  I  can 
speak  from  experience — are  very  considerable. 
There  are  the  expenses  necessitated  by  attend- 
ing the  election,  and  other  expenses  afterwards, 
which  members  of  the  Council  are  not  at  all 
subject  to;  and,  if  we  are  to  affirm  the  prin- 
ciple of  reimbursement,  we  must  take  into 
consideration  the  expenses  they  are'  put  to 
not  only  in  coming  to  Wellington  and  in  re- 
maining in  Wellington,  but  other  expenses 
which  are  necessarily  incident  to  a  seat  in 
the  House  of  Representatives.  It  may  be  in- 
sinuated —  and  I  so  understood  my  honourable 
friend  when  he  spoke  of  all  these  difierent 
things  which  were  done  at  elections,  and 
which  were  so  objectionable — that  the  proposed 
£50  was  intended  to  cover  those  and  other 
expenses  of  a  like  description  and  character. 


But  it  is  to  cover  the  expenses  to  which  I 
shall  allude  presently  that  this  £50  is  pro- 
posed to  be  given.  If  honourable  members 
refer  to  the  Corrupt  Practices  Act  of  1881 
they  will  find  there  that  a  number  of  expenses 
are  legalised.  We  know,  from  experience  and 
from  what  is  now  going  at  Wanganui,  that  the 
Act  is  an  extremely  stringent  one.  It  is  an 
Act  taken,  with  some  modifications,  from  the 
Act  of  the  Imperial  Parliament;  and,  in  giving 
effect  to  it,  no  doubt  people  get  into  trouble 
and  lose  their  seats,  what  will  bo  tho  result 
of  tho  present  proceedings  at  Wanganui  wo  are 
unable  to  judge.  We  do  find  evidence  of  a 
variety  of  proceedings  which  come  within  cor- 
rupt practices  according  to  the  Act,  but.  Sir, 
there  are  also  a  number  of  legitimate  en>enses. 
The  expenses  which  are  legalised  by  the  Corrupt 
Practices  Act  are  these  :  — 

"1.  The  personal  expenses  of  the  candidate. 

"  2.  The  expenses  of  printing,  and  the  ex- 
penses of  advertising  in  newspapers. 

"  S.  The  expenses  of  stationery,  postage,  and 
telegrams. 

"  4.  The  expenses  of  holding  public  meetings. 

"  S.  The  expenses  of  a  nimiber  of  committee- 
rooms,  not  exceeding  one  committee-room  for 
each  polling-place  in  an  electoral  district. 

"6.  Expenses  in  respect  of  miscellaneous 
matters,  not  exceeding  twenty-five  pounds,  so 
nevertheless  that  such  expenditure  is  not  in- 
curred under  this  head  in  respect  of  any  matter 
constituting  an  offence  under  this  Act,  or  in 
respect  of  any  matter  or  thing  payment  for 
which  is  expressly  prohibited  by  this  Act." 

So  we  see  that  there  are  these  enumerated 
expenses  which  necessarily  fall  upon  every  can- 
didate for  a  seat  in  tlie  House  of  Representa- 
tive, more  or  less.  A  very  large  sum  may  be 
spent  on  these,  or  a  smaller  sum.  But  the  man 
who  can  carry  through  an  election  for  anything 
that  is  proposed  to  be  given  here  I  am  sure 
will  find  that  he  is  doing  it  upon  a  very  econo- 
mical scale  indeed.  Then,  when  a  member  is 
elected,  what  are  his  expenses  ?  Honourable 
members  can  well  understand  tho  innumerable 
telegrams  that  are  sent  to  members,  and  the 
variety  of  expenses  of  one  kind  and  another 
which  members  of  this  Council  are  very  free 
from.  I  think  the  immunity  they  get  from 
being  worried  with  regard  to  different  things 
required  by  constituents  repays  them  for  hav- 
ing something  less  than  members  of  the  House 
of  Representatives,  who  are  subject  to  all  these 
troubles.  Kow,  I  really  wish  the  Council  to 
consider  its  position  in  the  matter.  It  is  not 
my  intention  nor  is  it  my  wish  to  insinuate, 
nor  is  it  my  belief,  that  there  is  any  improper 
motive  or  desire  on  the  part  of  members  of  thia 
Council  in  objecting  to  the  proposed  reduction ; 
but  I  will  ask  the  Council  to  consider  what  vdll 
be  the  result  as  regards  the  public.  The  whole 
opposition  will  be  put  down  to  a  desire  to  acquire 
public  money.  I,  for  one,  repudiate  altogether 
the  idea  that  that  can  have  any  effect  in  in- 
fluencing the  decision  of  the  Council  in  this 
matter ;  but  I  am  equally  well  satisfied  on  the 
other  hand  that  it  will  be  put  down  by  the 
country  generally  to  a  desire  to  retain  this 
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£210 ;  and  the  action  which  my  hononiable 
biend  has  taken  is — I  will  not  say  intentionally 
— calculated  to  produce  that  result.  Now,  I  ask 
the  Council  whether  or  not  they  feel  them- 
selves in  a  position  to  hear  all  these  things 
necessarily  said  in  consequence  of  what  takes 
place  here  to-day.  I  am  quite  sure  of  one 
thing,  and  that  is  that  it  will  be  attributed 
to  no  other  motive  ;  and,  whether  or  not  that 
may  have  influenced  any  honourable  members 
around  me — I  do  not  ineinuate  that  it  has — 
I  do  repeat  that  the  country  will  necessarily 
put  it  down  to  that  motive.  Members  of 
the  Council  are  taking  up  this  view  not 
only  on  their  own  account  but  on  account 
of  members  of  the  other  House,  who  are 
equally  desirous  that  this  amount  should  be 
retained.  And  I  am  satisfied  that  the  country 
will  give  credit  to  both  Houses  for  a  desire  for 
the  retention  of  this  money.  I  say  that  is  a 
very  unfortunate  position  for  the  Council  to 
place  itself  in;  for  honourable  members,  I  am 
quite  sure,  will  recollect  that  during  the  elec- 
tions there  was  a  demand  that  the  money 
should  be  saved  by  reducing  the  number  of 
members  of  the  House  of  Kepresentatives,  and 
the  necessary  consequence  which  would  follow, 
that  the  members  of  this  House  should  also  be 
reduced.  At  almost  every  election  which  took 
place  the  subject  was  discussed.  The  subject 
seemed  to  be  universally  considered ;  and  a 
universal  demand  was  made  that  the  nimi- 
ber  of  members  should  be  reduced.  It  was 
thought  that  the  number  of  members  at 
£210  was  wholly  unnecessary  for  carrying  on 
the  business  of  the  country.  And  I  think  so, 
too.  I  think  the  number  of  members  exces- 
sive, and  I  think  the  payment  is  excessive 
also.  If  we  are  to  go  in  for  the  payment  of 
members,  then  let  them  be  properly  paid,  if  it 
is  the  will  of  the  country  they  should  be ;  but 
it  is  not.  At  present  we  are  not  in  a  position 
to  pay  members,  and  it  is  not  proposed  by  this 
Bill  to  do  so ;  but  it  is  proposed  simply  to  re- 
imburse the  expenses  they  ore  necessarily  put 
to  and  that  are  incident  to  their  position  as 
members  of  this  Council.  I  am  sure  that 
members  of  this  Council  will  be  quite  satis- 
fied that  £100  is  fully  sufficient  to  cover  all  the 
expenses  they  are  put  to  here  ;  and  this  Bill,  if 
I  understand  it  rightly,  puts  members  of  the 
Council  and  of  the  House  precisely  in  the 
same  position  in  that  respect.  But,  in  order 
to  put  the  members  of  the  other  House  on  an 
equally  fair  footing,  it  is  necessary  that  they 
should  receive  reimbursement  of  expenses  in- 
cident to  their  position  in  that  House.  Now, 
Six,  in  consequence  of  what  took  place  during 
the  elections,  members  were  in  a  great  measure 
returned  to  the  other  House  with  the  object  of 
carrying  out  some  reform  in  the  way  in  which 
the  popular  intention  went.  It  was  considered 
that  some  alteration  should  take  place  in  the 
Upper  House  and  in  the  payment  they  should 
receive  ;  and  it  was  the  |[eneral  impression 
that  there  should  be  a  difference  made  be- 
tween the  two  Houses,  apart  altogether  from 
vhat  is  proposed  in  this  Bill  as  to  what 
they  should  receive.  In  Auckland — I  do  not 
Bon.  Sir  F.  Whitaker 


say  it  was  universal — the  feeling  was  very 
freely  expressed  that  the  members  of  this 
House  should  not  be  paid  at  all.  I  do  not 
agree  with  that.  If  we  adopted  it  I  believe 
it  would  impair  the  utility  of  this  Council, 
because  it  would  shut  out  many  desirable  men 
who  could  not  afford  the  expense.  But  there 
is  a  strong  feeling  throughout  the  country,  I 
may  say,  that  what  has  been  received  by  the 
members  of  this  Council  has  been  a  great  deal 
more  than  they  ought  to  have  received.  Well, 
Sir,  the  object  of  the  Bill  is  to  put  the  matter 
on  a  different  footing.  The  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives is  representing  the  country,  and  its 
members  are  sent  here  to  represent  the  coun- 
try ;  and,  when  we  find  that  the  country  and 
the  House  are  in  unison,  I  ask  the  Council 
whether  it  is  prepared  to  enter  into  a  contest 
with  the  House,  backed  by  the  will  of  the 
country.  The  Council  must  give  way.  It  is 
impossible  to  resist  it.  When  the  country  has 
resolutely  made  up  its  mind  that  a  certain  thing 
is  to  be  done  it  must  be  done,  and  this  Council 
cannot  resist  it.  Now,  I  ask,  is  the  Council 
prepared  for  such  a  contest  as  that  ?  because  a 
contest  inevitably  stands  out  before  us.  Will 
they  place  themselves  in  a  position  to  tra- 
verse the  policy  of  the  Government  with  regard 
to  their  retrenchment  proposals  ?  That  policy 
has  been  received  by  a  very  largo  majori^ 
of  the  House,  and  evidently  is  in  perfect 
unison  with  the  intentions  of  the  country; 
and  I  warn  this  Council  that  it  would  be  on 
unwise  thing,  it  would  be  a  very  unwise 
thing,  it  would  be  a  foolish  thing,  for  them  to 
enter  upon  such  a  contest.  No  doubt  the 
Council  might  moke  some  delay  in  the  matter, 
but  eventually  they  will  necessarily  have  to 
yield,  backed  as  the  policy  is  by  the  country 
and  the  House  of  Representatives.  That  deci- 
sion is  not  to  be  resisted  successfully  by  this 
Council.  It  would  be  impossible  it  ever  could 
be,  and  therefore  it  is  that  I  wish  to  point  out 
to  the  Council,  that  if  they  follow  my  honour- 
able friend  into  the  division,  necessarily  they 
will  get  into  such  a  position.  I  do  not  know 
whether  my  honourable  friend  alluded  to  the 
fact  that  some  years  ago  a  contest  arose  in 
the  Imperial  Parliament  with  regard  to  their 
financial  measures  ;  and  I  suppose  that  for 
the  future  the  same  policy  would  have  been 
adopted  here  as  there  in  order  to  overcome  the 
resistance  of  the  House  of  Lords.  What  was 
done  was  to  put  the  whole  of  the  financial 
measures  of  the  Government  into  one  Bill,  and 
it  was  impossible  for  the  House  of  Lords,  as  it 
would  be  for  this  Council,  to  throw  it  out. 
But  if  all  these  financial  proposals  were  placed 
in  one  Bill,  and  that  Bill  was  now  before  the 
Council,  I  ask  this  Council  whether  they  ore 
in  a  position  to  say  that  such  a  Bill  should  not 
pass.  Then  inevitably  the  result  would  be  to 
throw  the  whole  country  into  confusion.  How- 
ever, at  present  it  is  not  in  that  position.  The 
Bills  are  brought  in  separately,  propounding 
the  different  financial  measures  of  the  Govern- 
ment. Now,  I  see  before  me  that  if  these 
measures  are  rejected  the  consequence  will  be 
of  a  very  serious  character;  I  feel  the  result 
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nill  be  that  the  Council  will  not  come  off  best 
in  the  mattei.  I  am  quite  sure  the  Council 
eventually  will  have  to  give  way.  Theiefoia  I 
wish  to  impress  upon  honourable  members  that 
they  have  a  very  serious  matter  before  them  at 
the  present  time.  It  is  not  a  question  whether 
there  is  to  be  a  difference  between  members  of 
one  House  and  the  other,  but  involves  a  much 
larger  and  wider  question,  and  it  is  well  honour- 
able members  should  consider  that,  and  not 
oomfine  their  views  simply  to  what  is  contained 
in  this  Bill,  but  look  at  the  question  gene- 
rally. I  admit  that,  if  this  resolution  should 
be  carried,  it  does  not  necessarily  throw  out 
the  Bill  now  standing  on  the  Order  Paper — 
that  is,  the  Honorarium  Bill.  All  I  can  say, 
therefore,  is  that,  whatever  may  be  the  result 
of  this  proposal,  I  shall,  having  the  power  to  do 
it,  to-morrow  place  upon  the  Order  Paper  the 
Bill  itself,  and,  whatever  the  result  may  be  of 
this  division,  I  shall  endeavour  to  impress  upon 
the  Council  again  the  propriety  of  passing  that 
Bill.  It  will  be  said  this  does  not  necessarily 
throw  out  the  Bill ;  bub,  if  it  is  intended  to 
cany  out  this  resolution,  some  other  motion 
will  be  proposed  to  throw  out  the  Bill,  by 
moving  that  it  be  read  this  day  three  months, 
or  six  months,  or,  on  the  other  hand,  that  it 
should  be  laid  aside ;  but,  if  that  should  be 
carried — and  I  hope  it  will  not,  whatever  the 
result  of  this  motion — the  result  would  be  of  a 
serious  character,  and  the  Council  would  find 
themselves  in  a  conflict  from  which  I  am  sure 
we  should  retire  with  disgrace.  I  therefore 
oppose  this  resolution. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  MANTELL.— I  will  just  say  a 
few  words  to  express  what  I  think  will  be  the 
wiser  course  to  adopt  with  regard  to  this  reso- 
lotion.  You  have  ruled — and,  I  have  not  the 
slightest  doubt,  correctly — that  the  resolution 
was  not  out  of  order,  although  it  refers  to  the 
main  principle  of  a  Bill  which  is  on  the  Order 
Paper  for  second  reading.  The  Attorney-Gene- 
ral has  also  followed  your  ruling ;  but  I  think 
it  would  be  inconvenient  to  anticipate  the  pos- 
sible resnlt  of  the  second  reading  of  a  Bill  by  a 
zesolntion  of  this  kind,  placed  on  the  Order 
Paper  on  the  very  day  that  the  second  reading 
of  the  Bill  is  announced.  I  think,  therefore,  it 
will  be  better,  having  hod  the  advantage  of 
hearing  opinions  expressed  on  both  sides  of  the 
matter,  to  decline  to  come  to  a  decision  on  the 
lesolution,  and  to  apply  ourselves  to  the  ques- 
tion again  when  the  Bill  does  come  on.  I 
cannot  but  think,  although  older  parliamen- 
tarians than  I  may  be  able  to  take  a  different 
view  of  the  matter,  that  those  who,  like  my- 
self, are  young  and  inexperienced,  will  find  that 
coarse  to  be  the  far  wiser  one,  and  the  easier  to 
follow.  We  shall  then  discuss  the  Bill,  though 
I  may  say  I  shall  take  no  part  in  it,  because  I 
quite  approve  of  the  measure  as  it  stands ;  but 
Uiose  who  are  disposed  to  discuss  the  measure 
will  discuss  its  merits  on  the  question  of  the 
second  reading  of  the  Bill  itself,  and  not  by 
anticipating  the  measure  by  coming  to  a  pre- 
mature deeuion.  I  shall  now  therefore  move 
the  previous  question. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  McLEAN.— I  am  going  to 
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support  the  Bill  as  it  has  been  brought  in,  and, 
though  I  do  that  with  a  probable  loss  to  my 
pocket,  I  feel  that  I  can  certainly  do  it  without 
anv  loss  to  my  dignity  as  a  Councillor.  However, 
I  think  that  the  Hon.  the  Attorney-General  has 
mistaken  this  resolution  somewhat.  I  do  not  see 
any  reason  whatever  why  the  Council,  if  they 
so  please,  should  not  pass  this  resolution  and 
also  vote  for  the  Bill.  We  might,  I  think, 
quite  properly  do  both.  This  resolution  only 
says  that  we  will  gladly  accept  any  reduction 
that  the  other  branch  of  the  Legislature  puts 
upon  itself,  but  it  does  not  say  that  we  will  not 
go  any  further  than  that ;  it  does  not  affirm  the 
principle  that  we  ore  not  to  go  any  further. 
Therefore  I  think  it  would  bo  perfectly  proper 
to  vote  for  this  resolution  and  to  vote  for  the 
Bill,  and  that  there  would  be  no  inconsistency 
in  so  doing.  As  to  the  question  of  equality,  a» 
one  who  has  been  a  member  of  the  other  House 
for  many  years  I  feel  that  I  had  demands  upon 
me  as  a  member  of  that  House  —  legitimate 
demands — that  I  never  have  had  since  I  have 
been  in  this  Council.  As  the  Attorney-General 
put  it,  there  are  legitimate  expenses  incurred 
in  the  election  of  members  of  the  other  House. 
It  is  a  fact  that  considerable  sums  are  spent 
on  advertising,  even  when  it  is  conducted  upon 
the  most  economical  principles.  One  gentle- 
man whom  I  am  acquainted  with  spent  £4G  in 
advertising  alone. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  SCOTLAND.— It  was  his  own 
choice. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  McLEAN.— Sir,  it  was  not  his 
own  choice,  for,  unless  he  was  prepared  to  ex- 
pend that,  it  would  have  been  better  for  him 
not  to  stand.  There  are  others  who  spent  largo 
sums.  I  know  of  one  gentleman  who  spent 
£180  in  advertising  and  in  getting  his  speeches 
reported  and  printed ;  and  there  are  other  ex- 
penses which  appear  legitimate  enough.  In 
some  of  these  elections  it  is  quite  true,  as  the 
Hon.  Dr.  Pollen  says,  and  as  the  former  Pre- 
mier gave  it  out— and,  I  presume,  he  spoke 
feelingly— that  as  much  as  £800  and  £1,000  is. 
spent  in  election  expenses.  I  think  there 
were  very  few  elections  in  the  colony  that  cost 
anything  like  those  sums;  but,  I  presume,  the 
late  Premier  was  able  to  speak  feelingly  ani 
from  personal  experience  upon  the  subject. 
These,  of  course,  were  not  legitimate  expenses; 
they  are  sums  which  if  a  candidate  chose  to- 
spend  he  could,  if  he  was  simple  enough  to  be 
preyed  on  by  professional  electioneering  agents. 
Still,  there  are  certain  expenses  that  are 
fairly  chargeable  against  a  member  of  the 
other  branch  of  the  Legislature  as  eleotjon 
expenses,  and  there  are  large  amounts  paid  by 
them  for  telegrams  alone.  When  anything  ex- 
citing is  going  on,  people  send  them  telegrams- 
from  all  quarters,  and  they  must  answer  them,, 
and  cannot  make  the  replies  "  collect."  I  have 
myself  known  members  of  the  other  House 
pay  £2  a  day  for  telegrams ;  and  they  had  to- 
pay  it — they  could  not  well  get  out  of  it.  I 
think,  therefore,  that  they  are  perfectly  entitled 
to  an  extra  amount  to  reimburse  them  for 
their  expenses  connected  with  the  sittings  of 
that  House.    Now  to  come  to  the  measure  of 
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the  Government.  I  tbink  myself  that  it  would 
ill  become  this  Council  to  simply  thwart  the 
present  measures  that  are  being  carried  out  by 
the  Ministry  for  the  good  of  the  country.  The 
Govcminent  have  started  on  a  course  in  which 
they  need  our  sympathy  and  our  support.  What 
I  feel  is  that,  when  we  commence  at  the  top, 
when  we  commence  with  ourselves  and  go 
down,  every  one  downwards  will  accept  it,  even 
to  the  labouring-man.  Would  the  labourer  be 
content  to  accept  less  wages  if  we  do  not  re- 
duce our  own  pay? — for  you  may  call  it  pay  or 
honorarium,  as  you  like.  I  asik  honourable 
members,  will  the  labourer  on  the  railways 
accept  less  wages  unless  we  show  him  an  ex- 
ample ?  But  I  venture  to  say  that,  if  we  do  set 
that  example,  and  it  is  put  to  them  fairly,  they 
will  be  perfectly  willing  that  their  wages  should 
be  reduced,  notwithstanding  what  may  be  said 
to  the  contrary.  In  the  other  House  you  hear 
new  members  say  that  the  legitimate  pay  of 
these  workmen — 6s.  6d.  a  day — must  not  bo  re- 
duced. How  many  members  of  this  Council 
have  half  the  income  they  had  five  years  ago  ? 
How  many  of  them  have  one-fourth  of  what 
they  had  then  ?  And  if,  after  the  luxury  we 
have  been  living  in,  we  find  it  necessary  to  level 
down,  is  it  not  wise  in  us  to  show  an  example 
in  this  levelling- down?  As  has  been  said, 
those  who  at  present  are  receiving  salaries  and 
wages  are  the  best  off  in  the  country.  Where 
are  the  merchants  in  the  southern  parts  of  the 
colony  that  are  doing  anything  more  thaji  hold- 
ing their  own  ?  Where  is  the  cockatoo,  working 
from  daylight  to  dark,  that  is  earning  even  3s.  6d. 
a  day  for  himself  now  ? — and,  as  against  that, 
the  railway  employes  must  not  be  touched ; 
and  the  whole  of  the  cockatoos  of  the  country, 
and  all  the  labouring  people,  are  to  be  taxed 
to  uphold  the  extra  wages.  These  men  arc 
receiving  6s.  6d.  a  day,  and  alongside  them, 
near  my  place,  the  men  who  are  working  for 
the  County  Council  are  receiving  5s.  a  day, 
and  they  are  quite  as  good  as  the  men  who  are 
working  on  the  railways.  The  few  men  I  have 
employment  to  give  to  ask  me  5s.  a  day,  and 
they  are  good  men,  and  are  well  satisfied  with 
that ;  and  one  man  the  other  day  said  he  was 
quite  ready  to  take  4s.  6d.  a  day,  and  tfaa  the 
thought  that  quite  enough  under  the  circum- 
stances. You  have  to  take  into  consideration 
all  these  things  to  get  the  people  below  you  to 
accept  the  inevitable,  and  to  come  down  in 
their  demands,  so  as  to  comply  with  the  present 
circumstauces  of  the  country,  without  which 
the  country  cannot  become  prosperous  again. 
It  is  necessary,  I  think,  that  some  expression 
of  opiuion  should  go  forth  on  this  matter  of. 
retrenchment,  because,  as  we  cannot  touch 
the  Bills  themselves — that  is  to  say,  cannot 
alter  them — we  must  either  accept  or  reject 
them,  and  my  strong  feeling  is  that  we  mast 
commence  with  ourselves.  Tho  reduction  of 
members  in  tho  other  branch  of  the  Legislature 
has  been  desired  by  the  electors  of  the  colony, 
and  I  venture  to  say  that  some  of  the  honour- 
able members  who  have  pledged  themselves  to 
carry  that  Bill,  and  who  are  now  stabbing  it 
iu  the  dark  and  trying  to  kill  it  by  a  sidewind, 
Hon.  Mr.  McLean 


should  they  succeed  will  have  to  account  to 
their  constituents  for  their  conduct.  I  feel 
very  strongly  that  such  a  Bill  should  pass,  that 
it  is  a  fair  Bill,  a  just  Bill,  and  one  that  the 
Council  should  accept  withoat  any  hesitation. 

The  Hon.  Dr.  GRACE.— I  have  no  doubt  that 
the  motion  of  my  honourable  friend  Dr.  Pollen 
has  been  entirely  misunderstood.  I  did  not 
hear  very  well  what  he  said,  but  I  know  the 
exact  character  of  his  genius,  and  that  there  is 
infinite  humour  in  the  drift  of  his  intention. 
The  most  important  consideration,  in  bis  view, 
is  the  securing  of  a  continuance  of  the  equality 
of  privilege  between  the  Chambers  which  was 
established  by  the  Parliamentary  Honorarium 
and  Privileges  Act  of  1884.  Now,  tho  Hon.  the 
Attorney  -  General  has  demonstrated  that,  in 
the  matter  of  expenses,  there  is  no  equality  of 
sacrifice  between  the  two  Houses,  but  that  the 
equality  of  treatment  consists  in  this  :  that  in 
each  House  each  member  is  to  receive  an 
honorarium  of  £100.  My  honourable  friend  Dr. 
Pollen  must  have  wished,  therefore,  simply  to 
resist  the  only  inequality  of  treatment  evi- 
denced by  the  Act,  the  inequality  of  treatment 
shown  towards  the  members  of  the  House  of 
Representatives  resident  in  the  City  of  Wel- 
lington and  resident  members  of  the  Council. 
You  see  such  is  the  true  drift  of  my  honour- 
able friend's  motion.  It  is  tho  delicate  vray 
he  has  of  touching  the  whole  thing.  He  ex- 
hibits a  refinement  in  the  furtherance  of  bin 
object  which,  for  my  own  part,  I  have  not  tact 
enough  to  show.  Therefore  yon  will  see.  Sir, 
it  is  incumbent  on  us  to  send  the  members 
of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  City 
of  Wellingtpn  away  without  any  honorarium, 
and  to  give  them  £50  for  expenses,  in  order 
to  secure  the  necessary  equality  of  treatment. 
It  is  towards  that  blot  in  the  Bill — that  in- 
equality —  that  my  honourable  friend  points : 
any  one  will  see  it.  To  his  acute  mind  the  ab- 
surdity of  the  thing  must  appear  very  striking, 
because  the  Bill  talks  about  "  the  expenses  " 
of  members  of  the  House  of  Representatives 
as  being  £50 ;  but,  notwithstanding  the  extra 
trouble  and  expense  to  which  honourable  mem- 
bers of  the  other  House  are  subjected,  accord- 
ing to  the  lucid  explanation  of  my  honourable 
friend  Sir  Frederick  Whitakcr  and  my  honour- 
able friend  Mr.  McLean,  I  find  that  members 
of  tho  other  House  resident  in  the  City  of 
Wellington  are  to  be  only  allowed  £25  for  this 
purpose.  Now,  the  just  mind  of  the  Hon.  Dr. 
Pollen,  holding  the  whole  subject  in  an  oven 
balance  in  the  true  scales  of  his  experience, 
shows  him  the  absurdity  of  this  in  an  otherwise 
admirable  measure.  I  fully  agree  with  him  in 
this  view.  For  my  own  part,  if  it  were  pos- 
sible, I  should  be  happy  to  assist  in  depriving 
the  members  of  the  other  House  resident  in 
Wellington  of  their  honorarium ;  but,  as  I  am 
not  in  a  position  to  do  that,  I  can  only  contri- 
buto  to  the  general  retrenchment  by  depriving 
myself  of  my  own,  and  I  shall  be  happy  to 
do  it. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  REYNOLDS.— I  must  say  I 
was  very  much  disappointed  with  the  remarks 
of   the   Hon.    the    Attorney  •  General,   which 
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aeemed  to  be  greatly  of  the  special -pleading 
order :  they  were  certainly  and  entirely  lawyers' 
argument.  He  asked  if  the  Council  is  pre- 
pared to  enter  into  a  conflict  with  the  House 
of  Representatives.  I  say  the  Council  fs  not 
prepared — I  certainly  am  not — to  enter  into 
a  conflict  with  the  House  of  Kepresentatives ; 
bat,  at  the  same  time,  I  am  prepared  to  speak 
■mj  mind,  and  I  say  that  the  conflict  is  not 
with  the  House  of  Representatives,  but  with 
the  honourable  gentlemen  sitting  on  the  Go- 
vernment benches.  I  know  this  proposal  is 
not  the  wish  of  the  people  of  the  colony.  I 
have  had  opportunities  of  mixing  with  the 
people  of  the  colony  in  my  own  district,  and  I 
have  told  them  times  without  number,  when  I 
was  a  representative  in  the  other  House,  that 
I  would  not  come  to  Wellington  and  serve 
them,  giving  my  time,  without  any  remunera- 
tion whatever,  and  at  the  same  time  bo  out  of 
pocket.  I  feci  perfectly  certain  that  the  public 
have  no  desire  to   have  our  services  without 

Spying  our  travelling-expenses.  The  Hon.  Mr. 
cLean  has  said  that  we  should  not  thwart 
the  Government  in  carrying  out  their  policy 
of  retrenchment.  I  do  not  think  there  is  a 
single  member  of  this  Council  who  is  at  all 
anxious  to  thwart  the  Government  in  any  mea- 
sures they  have  brought  forward  to  effect 
retrenchment.  I  hold  that  the  remarks  of 
the  honourable  gentleman  in  that  respect 
aro  libelling  the  Council.  Now,  when  the 
question  of  a  reduction  of  members  was  be- 
fore the  Council  I  suggested  that  the  proper 
course  would  be  to  refer  to  the  Committee  then 
appointed  such  questions  as  this  of  the  hono- 
rarium and  othera  ;  and  I  think  it  would  have 
been  well  if  the  Hon.  the  Attorney-General  had 
accepted  my  suggestion  and  referred  that  matter 
to  the  Committee.  By  this  means  the  Council 
might  have  expressed  its  opinion  on  the  ques- 
tion now  before  us,  and  thus  have  avoided  any 
chance  of  a  conflict  with  the  other  branch  of 
the  Legislature.  When  the  Act  of  1881  was 
passed,  it  was  considered  that  members  of 
Parliament,  when  attending  to  their  legislative 
duties,  were  entitled  to  be  recouped  their  travel- 
ling-expenses at  the  same  rate  as  Ministers  of 
the  Crown  when  travelling  on  busines.*!  con- 
nected with  the  Government;  and,  if  the  rate 
of  travelling-allcwanco  for  Ministers  is  reduced, 
I  say  it  is  quite  right  that  thu  allowance  to 
members  of  Parliament  should  bo  reduced  also. 
But  the  allowance  should  not  bo  reduced  to 
what  is  totally  inadequate  to  meet  honourable 
gentlemen's  expenses.  I  may  hero  remark  that 
I  think  the  word  "  honorarium  "  is  altogether 
misapplied,  and  should  be  replaced  by  the  words 
"  payment  of  members'  expenses  when  absent 
from  their  homes  attending  to  their  parliamen- 
tary duties."  Now,  the  Bill  to  effect  reduction 
has  not  been  drawn  upon  any  principle,  as  far 
as  I  can  see.  It  is  what  I  should  call  a  most 
irritating  Bill,  and  intended  to  create  a  feel- 
ing of  irritation  on  the  part  of  members  of  this 
Conncil.  Kow,  considering  that  the  so-called 
honorarium  is  intended  to  recoup  members 
their  expenses  when  absent  from  their  homes 
attending  to   their   parliamentary  duties,   it 


is  a  question  whether  those  honourable  mem- 
bers who  reside  within  a  reasonable  distance 
of  this  House  of  Parliament  should  or  should 
not  receive  any  honorarium  at  all;  but,  sup- 
posing we  assume  either  that  they  should  or 
should  not  receive  any  honorarium,  I  ask,  for 
what  reason  does  the  Bill  provide  that  such 
members  belonging  to  one  House  should  re- 
ceive honorarium,  while  members  belonging  to 
the  other  House  should  receive  none  ?  That  is 
making  an  inequality  between  the  two  Houses 
which,  I  think,  no  Government,  with  a  proper 
sense  of  their  responsibilities,  should  entertain 
for  a  moment.  Then,  there  is  another  incon- 
sistency in  the  Bill.  The  Act  of  1884  provides 
for  "  reimbursing  members  of  the  General  As- 
sembly their  expenses  in  relation  to  their 
attendance  at  Parliament."  The  present  Bill 
does  not  purport  to  do  anything  of  the  sort. 
Sir,  as  it  is  now  near  four  o'clock,  when  we 
pass  to  the  orders  of  the  day,  I  move  the  ad- 
journment of  the  debate. 

The  Hon.  the  SPEAKER.— I  will  take  this 
opportunity  of  stating  to  the  Council,  in  re- 
ference to  my  ruling  just  now,  that  May  says, — 

"  That  all  aids  and  supplies,  and  aids  to  His 
Majesty  in  Parliament,  are  the  sole  gift  of  the 
Commons ;  and  all  Bills  for  the  granting  of  any 
such  aids  and  supplies  ought  to  begin  with  the 
Commons ;  and  that  it  is  the  undoubted  and 
sole  right  of  the  Commons  to  direct,  limit,  and 
appoint  in  such  Bills  the  ends,  purposes,  con- 
siderations, conditions,  limitations,  and  quali- 
flcations  of  such  grants :  which  ought  not  to 
be  changed  or  altered  by  the  House  of  Lords." 

Motion  for  adjournment  agreed  to. 

NORTH  DUNEDIN  CEMETERY  EXTEN- 
SION BILL. 
The  Hon.  Mr.  OLIVER  said,  in  this  case 
he  was  rather  in  a  position  of  some  difficulty. 
For  himself  he  was  opposed  to  the  Bill,  but  the 
promoters  of  this  Bill  in  the  other  branch  of  the 
Legislature  found  it  almost  impossible  to  find  a 
member  of  the  Council  willing  to  undertake  the 
conduct  of  this  Bill  through  the  Council ;  and  in 
that  difficulty — they  having  previously  applied 
to  him  and  be  having  declined  to  take  charge 
of  the  Bill  —  they  again  applied  to  him,  and  he 
said  that,  rather  than  a  Bill  which  affected  the 
Town  of  Dunedin  should  not  be  taken  before 
the  Council  for  its  consideration,  he  would,  pro 
forma,  consent  to  assume  the  charge  of  the 
Bill.  It  was  a  Bill  intended  to  permit  the  Cor- 
poration of  Dunedin,  who  were  the  trustees  of 
the  Town  Belt  for  the  purposes  of  public  recrea- 
tion, to  help  themselves  to  an  additional  portion 
of  that  Town  Belt  for  the  purpose  of  extending 
the  cemetery.  He  thought  the  Town  Belt  was 
a  reservation  of  so  much  value  to  the  public  for 
the  purposes  of  recreation  and  health  that  he 
very  much  regretted  that  this  design  should 
have  been  entertained,  and  he  did  not  think 
it  was  at  all  justifiable.  He  knew  that  the 
Corporation  of  Dunedin  had  made  a  large  sale 
of  allotments  in  the  cemetery  tliat  had  already 
been  taken  from  the  Town  Belt,  and  he  thought 
that,  instead  of  helping  themselves  to  another 
portion,  they  should  buy  land  elsewhere.    He 
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did  not  know  whether,  aftei  moTing  the  second 
leaiding  of  the  Bill,  it  would  be  in  his  power  to 
vote  against  the  Bill;  but,  if  he  were  allowed 
to  vote  against  it,  he  certainly  would  do  so. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  MANTELIi  said  there  was 
scarcely  any  room  left  for  an  amendment : 
The  honourable  gentleman  had  moved  the 
second  reading  of  the  Bill  in  such  a  strain  that 
really  one  almost  seemed  to  hear  the  words 
"  this  day  six  months,"  though  the  honourable 
gentleman  had  not  used  them.  The  Bill  was 
gone  through  very  carefully  by  the  Local  Bills 
Committee  to  which  it  was  referred,  and  of 
which  he  (Mr.  Mantell)  was  a  member,  and  in 
that  Committee  they  had  had  a  good  deal  of 
discussion  upon  the  Bill,  and  a  great  deal  of 
evidence  on  both  sides  had  been  given.  The 
Committee  finally  reported  in  favour  of  the  Bill 
by  the  vote  of  the  Chairman. 

An  Hon.  Membeb. — The  casting-vote. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  MANTELL  said  he  did  not 
use  the  words  "casting-vote,"  because  the 
Chairman  of  the  Committee  had  only  an  ori- 
ginal vote.  There  was  a  great  deal  to  be  said 
in  favour  of  the  measure,  and  the  Committee 
had  an  opportunity  of  knowing  that  when  the 
Bill  came  before  them.  There  was  also  a  great 
deal  to  be  said  against  the  measure,  which 
the  Committee  had  had  an  opportunity  of  hear- 
ing. But  his  own  objection  to  the  measure  was 
that  it  proposed  to  continue  the  practice  of 
intramural  interments,  which  was  so  much 
against  the  instincts  of  modem  civilisation; 
and  it  should  be  considered  whether  this  should 
be  allowed  in  the  case  of  Wellington.  It  was 
more  than  twenty  years  ago  that  the  then 
Superintendent  of  the  province  gave  to  the 
Seat  of  Government  Commissioners  in  his  pre- 
sence a  positive  assurance  that  if  Wellington 
were  made  the  seat  of  Government  the  ceme- 
tery should  be  removed.  Still,  it  had  not  been 
removed ;  it  was  yet  unclosed,  and  nothing 
had  been  done  towards  that  end.  The  main 
drains  in  the  neighboarhood  of  the  cemetery 
passed  one  to  the  north  and  the  other  to  the 
south  of  Government  House,  and  would  doubt- 
less carry  to  Her  Majesty's  representative  the 
odours  which  arose.  However,  this  was  not  a 
matter  which  a&ected  the  citizens  of  Dunedin. 
He  should  vote  against  the  second  reading  of 
the  Bill. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  REYNOLDS  thought  it  but 
right  that  he  should  explain  the  exceptional 
position  of  this  Bill.  In  the  settlement  of 
Otsgo  by  the  New  Zealand  Company  and  the 
Otago  Association  provision  was  made  that  a 
reserve  should  be  made  right  round  the  ton-n 
for  the  purposes  of  recreation  and  amusement. 
That  was  what  was  called  the  Town  Belt,  or 
it  might  be  called  the  Domain  of  the  City  of 
Dunedin.  The  Otago  Block  was  purchased  by 
the  Association,  and  each  person  who  became 
a  purchaser  under  that  became  also  a  member 
of  the  Association,  and  had  a  full  interest  in  all 
the  reserves  within  the  Otago  Block,  which 
consisted  of  1,440  properties  of  sixty  and 
a  quarter  acres  each  —  fifty  acres  rural,  ten 
acres  suburban,  and  a  quarter-acre  of  town 
lauds.  Each  one  of  the  purchasers  under  the 
Son.  Mr.  Oliver 


Otago  Association  and  the  New  Zealand  Com- 
pany had  a  vested  interest  in  this  Town  Belt ; 
also  all  those  in  the  City  of  Dunedin  and  suburbs 
who  had  acquired  it  since.  He  might  explain 
to  honourable  members  who  had  never  seen  it 
that  this  was  merely  a  strip  of  land  going  right 
round  the  town.  In  some  places  it  was  ten 
chains  in  width,  in  other  places  less,  and  in 
other  places  more.  Now,  if  honourable  mem- 
bers would  refer  to  the  Bill  they  would  see 
that  the  preamble  declared  that,  by  a  Crown 
grant,  the  Queen  granted  to  the  Superinten- 
dents of  the  Province  of  Otago  the  Town  Belt, 
to  hold  in  trust  for  the  purposes  of  recrea- 
tion for  the  inhabitants  of  Dunedin  and  its 
suburbs ;  and  by  subsequent  legislation  after 
the  abolition  of  the  provinces  it  was  re-enacted, 
and  the  reserves  were  vested  in  the  Dunedin 
Corporation  in  trust  "  for  the  specific  purposes 
for  which  such  reserves  were  made."  They 
were  made  for  the  recre8,tion  tuid  amusement  of 
the  inhabitants  of  the  City  of  Dunedin  and  its 
suburbs,  and  also  of  those  who  purchased  land 
under  the  Otago  Association.  Then,  again,  the 
preamble  stated  that  the  Belt  was  to  be  held 
in  trust  by  the  Corporation  for  the  purpose 
of  the  public  recreation  and  amusement  of 
the  inhabitants  of  the  city  and  suburbs.  The 
preamble  showed  clearly  what  was  the  inten- 
tion of  the  Act — it  handed  it  over  in  trust  to 
the  City  of  Dunedin.  Now,  the  present  Bill 
diverted  this  portion  of  the  Town  Belt  from 
the  purposes  of  recreation  and  amusement ;  for 
be  held  that  it  could  hardly  be  considered  that 
a  cemetery  was  a  fit  place  for  recreation.  And 
there  was  no  necessity  for  it,  inasmuch  as  the 
Corporation  could  get  land  elsewhere.  They 
had  a  surplus  from  the  Cemetery  Fund  on  the 
30th  September  of  £3,246  148.  7d.,  and  had 
that  surplus  been  invested  at  interest  it  would 
have  amounted  by  this  time  to  between  £10,000 
and  £12,000.  This  surplus  was  on  their  books ; 
but  they  had  spent  the  money,  and  they  had 
the  surplus  only  on  paper.  They  had  spent  it 
illegally ;  and,  had  he  called  their  atten- 
tion to  the  illegality  of  using  it  for  the  pur- 
pose to  which  they  applied  it,  they  would 
have  said  that  that  was  "no  matter,"  and 
they  expected  an  Act  of  indemnity  would  be 
passed  in  order  to  get  over  the  difficulty.  This 
accumulation  had  been  effected  through  the 
sale  of  plots  for  interment,  and  these  plots  were 
sold  at  the  following  rates  :  £10  for  a  lOft.-by- 
10ft.  plot,  £3  for  one  8ft.  by  lOft.,  and  £1  Ss.  for 
a  plot  8ft.  by  4ft. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  SCOTLAND.— Is  that  an'ad- 
vertisement  ? 

The  Hon.  Mr.  REYNOLDS  said  it  was  not; 
but  he  wanted  to  show  that  the  cemetery  was 
paying  the  Corporation  very  handsomely,  and 
that  they  were  spending  all  the  money  they 
were  getting  from  it  on  other  city  works  in  order 
to  save  themselves  taxation.  The  Corporation 
had  an  annual  revenue  from  reserves,  in  addi- 
tion to  this — he  was  not  certain  of  the  amount 
but  he  knew  it  was  over  £15,000  per  annum  ; 
so  that  they  were  not  badly  off,  and  could  repay 
this  £3,240  if  they  liked,  and  buy  land  for  a 
cemetery.   They  had  twenty  acres  adjoining  the 
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sonthem  cemetery,  and  it  had  been  urged  that 
they  could  use  that  for  the  purpose  of  a  ceme- 
tery ;  but  they  said,  "  Ob,  no ;  we  want  this 
for  revenue  purposes,  and  we  will  get  a  piece 
out  of  the  Town  Belt  for  a  cemetery,  and  make 
A  revenue  from  that  too."  The  actual  difficulty 
was  that  they  had  spent  the  money,  as  was 
proved  by  the  evidence  of  the  Mayor  of  Dun- 
edin left  session  before  a  Committee  of  the 
other  House.  That  gentleman  stated,  in  the 
course  of  his  evidence,  "  It  is  the  most 
beautiful  site  in  or  near  Dunedin; "  and,  fur- 
ther, "It  has  been  suggested  that  we  should 
go  into  the  country  and  get  a  piece  of  land ; 
but  we  have  no  means  with  which  to  purchase 
land."  Having  spent  all  the  money,  they  had 
no  means  with  which  to  purchase  land.  Then, 
the  Mayor  was  asked,  "  What  is  the  amount  to 
the  credit  of  the  fund  now  ?"  and  he  answered, 
"  Nearly  £3,000 :  but  we  have  not  the  money. 
It  is  merely  a  matter  of  account."  A  question 
vias  put  to  him  by  Sir  Bobert  Stout,  and  that 
was  the  answer.  On  the  30th  September  last 
the  amount  to  credit  was  £3,240,  as  he 
(Mr.  Beynolds)  had  already  stated.  Then  the 
Mayor  went  on  to  say,  "  We  have  not  the 
funds  nor  the  power  to  get  any."  So  that  the 
whole  difficulty  was  that  they  had  spent  the 
funds,  and  now  they  wished  to  filch  another 
piece  of  the  recreation-ground,  in  order  to  get 
more  money  to  squander  in  the  town,  and  to 
do  it  contrary  to  law.  The  Mayor  was  asked 
by  Sir  Bobert  Stout,  "  I  should  think  you 
might  get  another  site  further  from  the  city : 
this  neighbourhood  will  be  built  upon.  You 
might  try  to  get  the  other  boroughs  to  pur- 
chase, jointly,  a  cemetery,  say,  at  Green  Island, 
or  elsewhere ;  and  the  expense  of  funerals  would 
not  be  increased."  Then,  the  answer  was, 
"  But  if  you  get  land  there,  where  is  the  money 
to  come  from?  We  have  no  power  to  raise 
money."  Then  he  said  again,  "  We  cannot  get 
land  without  paying  for  it ;  and,  inasmuch  as, 
through  bad  management  by  the  City  Coancil 
in  the  past,  the  Council  has  got  to  the  limit 
of  its  borrowing  powers,  and  there  is  no  pro- 
spect of  reducing  its  overdraft,  we  have 
neither  funds  nor  the  power  to  get  funds." 
He  merely  quoted  these  statements  to  show 
that  the  whole  object  of  this  Bill  was  to  get  a 
portion  of  the  recreation  reserve  for  cemetery 
purposes  from  which  they  could  derive  a  large 
revenue.  The  Local  Bills  Committee  of  the 
other  House  last  session  fully  considered  this 
Bill.  That  Committee  consisted  of  Mr.  W.  F. 
Buckland,  Mr.  Conolly,  Mr.  Hursthouse,  Mr. 
Beese,  Mr.  Beid,  Sir  Bobert  Stout,  Mr.  Hislop, 
Mr.  Guinness,  Mr.  Kerr,  and  Mr.  G.  F.  Bichard- 
son,  only  the  last  four  of  whom  were  now  in  Par- 
liament. That  Committee  wore  unanimous  in 
making  the  following  report :  "  Your  Commit- 
tee bog  to  report  that  the  evidence  shows  it  to 
be  inadvisable  to  grant  the  powers  asked  for  by 
the  Bill."  Then  the  Bill  was  dropped;  but, 
under  a  resolution  pcissed  by  the  other  House, 
that  local  Bills  dropped  last  session  might  be 
taken  up  this  session  at  the  stage  at  which  they 
had  been  dropped,  this  measure  was  again 
brought  before  the  House  of  Bepresentatives, 


and  had  now  been  passed  on  to  tiie  Council- 
Now,  he  might  say  that  the  City  Council  were 
in  favour  of  this  Bill ;  but  not  so  the  public. 
Those  who  were  interested  in  the  reserve  m  this 
Town  Belt  were  opposed  to  any  part  of  it  being 
used  for  any  other  than  recreation  purposes 
and  Eutnusement.  On  one  occasion  the  City 
Council  put  up  a  fever  hospital  on  it,  and  the 
citizens  subscribed  money  and  brought  an  ac- 
tion in  the  Supreme  Court,  and  the  hospital 
had  to  be  removed,  at  a  loss  of  about  £4,000. 
The  citizens,  in  this,  were  actually  fighting  them- 
selves with  their  own  money. 

An  Hon.  Member. — An  Otago  free-fight. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  BEYNOLDS  said  he  believed 
it  was  very  likely — he  was  not  certain — that 
next  session  the  citizens  of  Dunedin  would 
ask  Parliament  to  pass  a  Bill  taking  away 
from  the  City  Council  the  control  of  the  public 
reserves  and  vesting  them  in  the  Publio  Trus- 
tee in  trust  for  the  special  purposes  for  which 
those  reserves  were  made,  and  it  would  be  very 
wrong  for  the  Legislature  to  anticipate  such 
action  by  taking  a  part  of  this  reserve  from  the 
citizens.  He  urged  the  Council  not  to  assent 
to  this  Bill,  and  moved,  as  an  amendment. 
That  the  Bill  bo  road  the  second  time  that  day 
three  months. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  BUCKLEY  had  no  desire 
whatever  to  enter  into  this  Otago  free-fight; 
but,  in  the  peculiar  position  in  which  the  Hon. 
Mr.  Oliver  was  placed,  he  thought  it  was  only 
right  and  due  to  the  honourable  gentleman 
whose  name  was  on  the  top  of  this  Bill  that 
some  consideration  should  be  given  to  him, 
and  that  this  Bill  should  receive  some  better 
treatment  than  it  now  appeared  to  get.  If  in 
order,  he  wonld  move,  That  the  debate  be  ad- 
journed. He  would  not  refer  to  the  Bill  now, 
but  would  simply  explain  his  reasons  for  mov- 
ing the  adjournment  of  its  consideration.  His 
honourable  friend  had  explained  that  several 
members  of  the  Council  bad  been  asked  to  in- 
troduce this  Bill,  and  had  refused.  He  had 
been  asked  to  support  this  Bill,  and  he  should 
support  it.  He  was  not  asked  to  introduce  it, 
or  he  should  have  done  so.  He  thought  it  wa« 
only  right  that,  the  promoters  of  the  Bill 
having  gone  to  the  trouble  to  introduce  it, 
some  consideration  should  be  given  to  it ;  and 
therefore  he  moved  the  adjournment  of  the  de- 
bate, in  order  that  further  time  might  be  given 
for  the  consideration  of  the  Bill. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  SHRIMSKI  was  rather  taken 
by  surprise  by  the  manner  and  conduct  of  the 
Hon.  Mr.  Oliver  in  taking  charge  of  a  Bill 
and  then  asking  the  Hon.  the  Speaker's  ruling 
whether  he  could  not  vote  against  it. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  OLIVER  wished  to  say,  in 
explanation,  tliat  Mr.  W.  D.  Stewart,  the 
member  of  the  other  Chamber  whose  name 
appeared  on  this  Bill,  told  him  that  he  had 
tried  in  vain  to  get  an  honourable  member 
to  take  charge  of  it ;  and  he  himself  bad  asked 
many  members  of  the  Council  to  relieve  him  of 
the  difficulty  in  which  he  found  himself  placed 
by  consenting  to  move  the  second  reading.  So 
that  the  peculiar  position  he  occupied  in  regard 
to  this  Bill  was  not  one  of  his  own  seeking. 
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The  Hon.  Mr.  SHBIMSEI  accepted  the 
honourable  gentleman's  explanation.  At  the 
same  time,  he  would  say  this :  that  it  looked 
rather  peculiar  to  young  members,  as  some  of 
them  were,  to  find  that  an  honourable  gentle- 
man who  hod  been  in  the  Chamber  for  some 
years  should  take  charge  of  the  Bill,  move 
its  second  reading,  and  then  ask  leave  to  vote 
against  it.  But  after  the  honourable  gentle- 
man had  spoken  he  was  rather  suprised  to  find 
the  Hon.  Mr.  Reynolds  getting  up  and  making 
a  long  speech  and  telling  them  all  about  how 
the  reserve  was  dedicated  to  the  Corporation 
by  the  New  Zealand  Company,  and  giving  the 
whole  history  as  to  the  charge  for  interment, 
and  information  of  that  kind.  Ho  (Mr.  Shrim- 
ski)  thought  that  when  the  Hon.  Mr.  Oliver 
and  the  Hon.  Mr.  Keynolds  were  both  Ministers 
of  various  Governments  at  various  times 

The  Hon.  Mr.  BUCKLEY  said  he  hod  moved 
the  adjournment  of  the  debate,  and  the  honour- 
able gentleman  must  confine  himself  to  the 
question. 

The  Hon.  the  SPEAKER  said  the  Hon. 
Mr.  Shrimski  must  confine  himself  to  the 
motion  for  the  adjournment  of  the  debate. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  SHRIMSKI  said  he  was  speak- 
ing to  the  adjournment,  and  his  reason  for  so 
speaking  was  to  show  that  the  measure  should 
receive  further  consideration,  and  receive  what 
was  always  desirable  in  the  Council  fair-play 
from  all  parties,  whether  they  approved  of  a 
Bill  or  not.  That  was  his  reason  for  support- 
ing the  adjournment  of  the  debate.  This  was 
not  the  first  time  that  public  reserves  had  been 
taken  from  the  public  for  other  purposes  than 
those  to  which  they  were  originally  dedicated. 
He  hod  known  the  Hon.  Mr.  Oliver,  when  a 
Minister,  to  take  something  like  sixty  acres  in 
the  place  he  (Mr,  Shrimski)  come  from 

The  Hon.  tho  SPEAKER  said  the  honour- 
able gentleman  must  confine  himself  to  the 
motion  for  the  adjournment  of  the  debate. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  SHRIMSKI  said  he  would 
support  the  motion  for  adjournment. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  MENZIES.— (First  sentence 
inaudible.)  If  the  Bill  were  taken  intoconsidera- 
tion,  then  he  would  explain  that  there  were 
good  reasons  for  taking  a  favourable  view  of  it. 
Further  provision  was  required  for  the  inter- 
ment of  the  dead,  and  the  particular  spot  of 
ground  referred  to  adjoined  the  existing  ceme- 
tery. The  drainage  from  the  greater  part  of 
the  land,  so  he  understood  in  Committee,  ran 
into  the  harbour.  For  various  reasons  he 
need  not  now  recapitulate  he  would  ask  tho 
members  of  the  Council  to  suspend  judgment 
nntil  they  heard  what  could  be  said  on  the 
other  side. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  McLEAN  thought  the  honour- 
able gentleman  had  plenty  of  time  to  discuss 
the  matter  now.  If  he  had  such  good  reasons 
for  supporting  the  Bill  he  should  give  them, 
and  they  would  be  listened  to  at  once.  They 
might  just  as  well  be  given  now  as  postponed. 
For  himself,  he  disapproved  of  the  Bill,  and 
he  thought  the  Council  should  not  agree  to  the 
adjournment.    He  would  ask  the  honourable 
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gentleman  to  give  the  reasons  why  the  Connoil 
should  pass  the  Bill. 

The  Council  divided  on  tho  question,  "  That 
the  debate  be  adjourned." 
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Majority  against,  13. 

Motion  negatived. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  MENZIES  said  it  appeared  to 
the  Committee,  from  the  evidence  they  re- 
ceived, that  additional  ground  was  urgently 
required  for  cemetery  purposes  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  Dunedin,  and  that  this  particular 
spot  hEbd  to  a  certain  extent  already  been  set 
apart  for  this  purpose,  the  locality  being  very 
suitable.  He  was  led  to  understand,  as  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Committee,  that  the  drainage  of  this 
land  ran  into  Felichet  Bay,  and,  consequently, 
away  from  the  inhabited  part.  He  had  subse- 
quently been  informed,  however,  that  a  portion 
of  the  drainage  went  in  a  different  direction ; 
but  the  one  great  object  was  to  keep  it  cleat  of 
the  thickly-inhabited  parts,  and  the  drainage 
would  run  clear  of  such  parts.  Although  it 
might  be  possible  to  find  cemetery-accommoda- 
tion at  some  distance  from  the  town,  none 
could  be  found  so  near  as  to  enable  the  poorer 
classes  to  bury  their  dead  without  incurring 
large  expense.  No  doubt  a  site  could  be  found 
somewhere  alongside  the  railway,  but,  if  such 
a  site  were  selected,  the  expenses  to  the  poor 
would  be  very  much  greater  than  if  the  locality 
selected  were  within  a  short  distance  of  the 
city.  The  point  the  Hon.  Mr.  Reynolds  had 
referred  to  had  also  come  up  for  considemtion 
by  the  Committee,  and  it  appeared  that,  thongh 
the  Council  had,  as  a  matter  of  account,  a 
considerable  amount  of  funds,  or  ought  to 
have  a  considerable  amount  of  funds,  at  its 
disposal  for  this  purpose,  yet  they  could  not 
readily  obtain  that  money  and  moke  it  avail- 
able for  the  purchase  of  the  site  required  for 
the  necessary  cemetery-accommodation.  Land 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  Dunedin  had  risen 
very  considerably  in  value,  and,  in  order  to 
obtain  a  sufficient  area,  a  large  sum  would  be 
required.  The  Committee  had  also  taken  into 
consideration  the  fact  that  if  tho  portion  of  the 
reserve  required  to  give  the  extra  accommoda- 
tion necessary  were  given  it  would  not  seriously 
impair  the  value  or  the  convenience  of  the 
recreation- ground  in  the  neighbourhood  ;  and 
the  Committee  finally  decided  that  the  Bill 
should  go  further.  He  might  say  that  he  main- 
tained no  very  strong  opinion  on  either  side. 
It  seemed  to  him  that  it  would  be  very  con- 
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Tenient  to  have  the  cemetery  enlarged,  and 
that  there  were  fewer  objections  to  ta&ng  this 
ooDxse  than  to  rejecting  the  Bill,  and  thereby 
subjecting  the  inhabitants  of  the  town  to  the 
further  inconvenience  of  insufficient  accommo- 
dation for  burials. 

The  Council  divided  on  the  question,  "  That 
the  word  '  now '  stand  part  oi  the  question." 
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Majority  against,  16. 
Second  reading  negatived. 

NATIVE  BILLS. 

The  Hon.  Sir  F.  WHITAKER  said  that,  with 
regard  to  the  three  Native  Bills  on  the  Order 
Paper,  he  found,  on  consulting  the  Standing 
Orders,  that  they  must  go  before  the  Native  Af- 
fairs Committee.  He  therefore  thought  it  would 
be  better  if  these  Bills  were  read  a  second  time 
pro  fomiA  and  sent  to  the  Committee,  and  that 
the  debate  should  be  taken  upon  them  when 
their  committal  was  moved.  This  course  would 
relieve  honourable  members  from  the  necessity 
of  returning  in  the  evening,  which  otherwise 
they  would  require  to  do. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  BUCKLEY  hoped  the  Conncil 
would  not  take  any  such  course.  The  Bills 
were  very  important,  and  tlicy  should  not  affirm 
their  principle  in  the  manner  suggested.  Tliey 
knew  nothing  about  the  Bills,  and  the  Hon.  Mr. 
Taiaroa  told  him  that  he  hod  not  even  read 
them.  The  Bills  should  not  be  pushed  forward 
in  this  way. 

The  Hon.  Sir  P.  WHITAKER  did  not  wish 
to  push  forward  the  Bills.  The  Hon.  Mr.  Taia- 
roa was  a  member  of  the  Committee,  and  would 
have  an  opportunity  of  considering  them,  and 
their  principle  could  bo  debated  when  the  Bills 
came  back  from  the  Committee.  He  merely 
suggested  this  as  a  convenient  way  of  dealing 
with  the  Bills. 

The  Hon.  Jlr.  SHRIMSKI  thought  these  Bills 
were  of  great  importance,  for  they  changed 
the  whole  system  of  dealing  with  Native  lands. 
Having  been  a  member  of  the  General  As- 
sembly for  eleven  years,  he  knew,  as  a  member 
of  the  other  branch  of  the  Legislature,  that  it 
had  endeavoured  to  pass  measures  to  protect 
the  Natives,  and  that  it  had,  to  a  great  extent, 
at  last  succeeded  ;  but  here  it  was  proposed  that 
in  one  moment  the  whole  of  that  legislation 
ahonld  be  reversed.  This  was  a  very  serious 
qaestion,  and  he,  for  one,  should  object  to  its 


being  dealt  with  out  of  the  ordinary  course. 
Ever  since  he  had  been  in  the  Council  Bills 
referring  to  land  had  been,  after  the  first  read- 
ing, referred  to  the  Waste  Lands  Committee, 
and  he  did  not  see  why  on  this  occasion  they 
should  depart  from  the  rule  hitherto  adopted. 
The  procedure  was  according  to  Standing 
Orders,  and  he  did  not  see  why  it  should  be 
changed.  For  his  part  he  had  no  objection  to 
sit  long  after  Christmas;  but  it  appeared  to 
him  strange,  aftrr  being  in  session  nearly 
nine  weeks,  for  ei^lit  of  which  they  had  been 
doing  literally  nothing,  that  in  the  ninth  week 
the  honourable  gentleman  should  wish  to  have 
great  measures  forced  through  in  the  manner  he 
evidently  desired ;  and  for  his  (Mr.  Shrimski's) 
part  be  most  raise  his  voice  agamst  this  method 
of  proceeding  with  the  business. 

The  Hon.  Sir  P.  WHITAKER  said  that  if 
honourable  members  objected  he  did  not  wish 
to  press  the  proposal.  He  hod  made  it  simply 
for  the  convenience  of  honourable  members, 
and  bad  no  doubt  it  would  be  for  their  con- 
venience. There  was  no  intention  to  press  the 
Bills  through,  but  it  was  intended  merely  to 
refer  them  to  the  Committee,  and  to  take  the 
debate  on  the  principle  of  the  Bills  subse- 
quently. 

The  hour  of  five  o'clock  having  arrived,  the 
Hon.  the  Sfeaeeb  left  the  chair. 

council.  UCSCHED. 

The  Hon.  the  Speakbb  resumed  the  chair  at 
half-past  seven  o'clock. 

NATIVE  LAND  ADMINISTRATION  ACT 
REPEAL  BILL. 
The  Hon.  Sir  F.  WHITAKER.  —  Sir,  in 
moving  the  second  reading  of  this  Bill — 
the  Native  Land  Administration  Act,  Repeal 
Bill — it  is  unnecessary  for  me  to  trouble 
the  Council  at  any  great  length,  because 
the  Bill,  after  being  read  a  second  time,  will 
have  to  be  referred  to  a  Select  Committee, 
and  when  it  comes  back  it  will  be  open  to  us  to 
consider  it  fully  on  the  motion  for  going  into 
Committee,  and  also  in  Committee.  In  1SS& 
Parliament  passed  an  Act  called  the  Native 
Land  Administration  Act,  the  object  of  which 
was  twofold.  First,  it  was  to  make  provision 
for  the  future  as  to  the  disposal  of  Native 
lands;  and,  secondly,  it  was  to  clear  up  a  large 
number  of  transactions  in  laud  already  begun 
but  not  completed,  and  to  give  persons  who 
had  fairly  and  honestly  dealt  with  the  Natives 
for  their  land  by  purchase  completed  titles. 
In  both  of  those  objects  the  Act  has  failed  en- 
tirely. The  Act  has  been  in  force  nearly 
eighteen  months,  and  I  am  informed  that 
not  a  RiDglc  transaction  has  taken  place  under 
it,  as  the  Natives  will  not  bring  their  land  under 
its  operation.  The  consequence  is  that  the 
whole  of  the  Native  lands  are  completely 
shut  up,  because  the  Natives  are  quite  un- 
willing to  sell  under  the  Act,  and  the  Euro- 
peans are  therefore  unable  to  buy.  As  I  have 
said,  the  Act  has  also  failed  in  its  second  ob- 
ject. There  were  very  many  cases  in  which, 
under  the  Native  Land  Act  of  1873  and  other 
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Acts,  purchases  of  Native  lands  were  incoin- 
plete.  They  were  not  illegal,  but  they  were 
incomplete,  because,  by  the  Act  of  1878  and 
other  Acts,  it  was  required  that  a  purchaser 
should  get  the  signatures  of  all  the  owners  of  a 
piece  of  land  before  he  could  get  a  Crown  grant 
or  any  title  to  any  part  of  it.  Of  coarse,  where 
there  ore  a  large  number  of  owners  in  a  piece  of 
Native  land,  it  is  a  matter  of  very  considerable 
time  and  difficulty  to  do  that.  In  some  instances 
there  are  over  a  hundred  owners  in  a  block, 
and  sometimes  even  several  hundreds,  and  the 
consequence  is  that  there  are  a  great  many 
persons  who  have  bought  the  interests  and 
obtained  the  signatures  of  a  considerable  pro- 
portion of  the  owners  who  are  yet  quite  unable 
to  get  a  title  under  the  legislation  that  is  now 
in  force.  It  was  sought  to  make  provision,  by 
clause  24  of  the  Act  which  this  Bill  is  to 
repeal,  to  enable  those  persons  who  hod  already 
obtained  a  number  of  signatures,  but  had  not 
been  able  to  complete  their  title,  to  go  on 
and  have  their  cases  heard  before  the  Native 
Land  Court,  so  that  they  might  have  what 
they  had  bought  partitioned  oS  from  the 
remainder  and  get  their  titles.  A  person 
who  had  bought  interests  in  a  block  of  Maori 
land  was  given  the  right  to  bring  bis  case 
before  the  Court;  and  the  Court,  on  being 
satisfied  that  the  transaction  was  a  proper  one 
in  all  ways,  bad  power  to  take  steps  to  give  the 
person  a  title  to  what  he  hod  bought :  the  Court 
had  first  to  give  a  certificate  that  the  transac- 
tion hod  been  an  unobjectionable  one,  and  then 
the  buyer  had  the  power  to  ask  for  partition 
cf  the  land.  For  instance,  if  a  man  had  bought 
the  interests  of,  say,  twenty  in  a  block  in  which 
there  were  fifty  owners,  the  Court  was  given 
power  to  give  him  a  title  to  the  proportion  he 
had  bought,  and  to  give  a  Native  Land  Court 
title—  with  or  without  restrictions — for  the  re- 
mainder to  those  Natives  who  hod  not  sold. 
There  was  a  special  provision  in  the  Act  that 
nothing  should  be  done  in  regard  to  dealings 
with  Native  lands,  except  in  the  ways  pointed 
out,  and  all  the  Native  Land  Acts  then  in  exist- 
ence were  repeeJed,  there  being  some  sixteen  or 
seventeen  of  them,  I  believe.  At  the  present 
time,  therefore,  this  is  the  only  law  in  relation 
to  Native  lands ;  and,  as  I  have  said,  it  is  en- 
tirely inoperative.  It  is  inoperative  in  both  its 
objects :  that  is,  it  is  inoperative  in  its  object 
of  providing  a  way  for  the  buying  and  selling 
of  Native  lands,  because  the  Natives  will  not 
bring  their  lands  under  its  operation ;  and  it  is 
inoperative  as  to  closing  up  incomplete  trans- 
actions, because  a  decision  of  the  Supreme 
Court  has  shown  that  what  was  intended 
to  be  done  under  it  cannot  be  done.  The 
Legislature  fully  intended,  in  passing  the  Act, 
that  the  provisions  as  to  closing  incomplete 
transactions  .should  apply  to  dealings  in  which 
the  land  was  hold  under  certificate  of  title, 
memorial  of  ownership,  or  Crown  grant ;  but 
in  a  case  bronght  before  the  Supreme  Court 
the  Court  decided  that,  looking  at  the  terms  of 
the  Act  and  its  general  scope,  the  Act  could 
only  apply  to  land  held  under  Crown  grant, 
and  the  result  is  that  nineteen  out  of  twenty  ol 
Hon.  Sir  F.  Whitaker 


the  incomplete  cases  for  the  Land  Court  to 
deal  with  are  precluded  from  being  dealt  with 
according  to  the  intention  of  the  Legislature. 
Of  course  hononrable  members  will  see  it  is 
quite  clear  that  something  will  have  to  be  done ; 
the  matter  cannot  be  left  in  its  present  state. 
The  Natives  are  very  dissatisfied  with  the  Act, 
and  have  expressed  their  dissatisfaction  through 
deputations  from  all  parts  of  the  country  to 
the  Native  Minister  and  the  Premier,  and  they 
are  desirous  that  it  should  be  repealed.  I 
think  it  is  quite  hopeless  to  expect  that  the 
Act  can  have  any  effect  if  it  is  continued  in 
operation,  for,  as  we  have  already  seen,  the 
Natives  will  not  bring  their  lands  under  it, 
and  therefore  no  one  can  buy  their  lands. 
As  for  winding  up  old  and  incomplete  trans- 
actions, every  one,  I  suppose,  desires  that 
the  intentions  of  the  Legislature  should  be 
carried  out,  and  that  people  who  have  already 
incurred  very  considerable  expense  in  bringing 
their  coses  before  the  Native  Land  Court  and 
presenting  their  claims  should  be  enabled  to 
get  their  cases  heard ;  for,  as  I  have  said, 
through  the  decision  of  the  Supreme  Court, 
nineteen  out  of  twenty  of  them  are  now  shut 
out.  I  will  say  nothing  of  the  interpretation 
of  the  Act  by  ttic  Supreme  Court :  to  my  mind 
it  is  not  a  correct  interpretation ;  but  it  is  a  de- 
cision of  the  Supreme  Court,  and,  that  being  so, 
of  course  the  Native  Land  Court  immediately 
stopped  all  further  proceedings,  and  the  matter 
is  now  brought  into  the  position  that  nothing 
further  can  be  done  unless  that  part  of  the  Act 
is  repealed  by  the  Legislature.  Whether  or  not 
this  Bill,  as  it  stands,  will  meet  the  difficulty 
is  for  our  consideration.  It  will  first  be  con- 
sidered by  the  Native  Affairs  Committee  of  the 
Council,  and  then  it  will  be  open  for  the  whole 
Council  to  fully  consider  it  in  Committee.  I 
believe  the  Bill — in  the  framing  of  which  I 
have  taken  a  considerable  part — will  effect  the 
purpose  for  which  it  is  intended.  There  is  a 
special  provision  of  some  importance  stopping 
all  fresh  transactions  in  Native  lands  until 
a  new  Act  has  been  passed  by  the  Legisla- 
ture. In  the  Financial  Statement  the  Colo- 
nial Treasurer  stated  that  it  was  proposed 
to  pass  a  temporary  Act  to  enable  the  Land 
Court  to  close  up  incomplete  transactions  in 
many  cases,  which  by  the  decision  I  have 
referred  to,  were  excluded  from  hearing;  and 
that  next  session  —  which  will  be  in  a  very 
few  months — the  subject  should  be  dealt  with 
comprehensively,  and  a  Bill  brought  in  pro- 
viding how  Native  lands  shall  be  dealt  with  in 
the  future.  It  is  the  intention  of  the  Govern- 
ment to  ask  the  Natives  throughout  the  coim- 
try  to  make  suggestions  during  the  recess  as  to 
that  intended  legislation.  Whether  we  shall  be 
able  to  produce  a  measure  which  will  operate 
to  the  satisfaction  of  both  races  is  a  matter 
that  only  the  future  can  determine.  Looking 
at  our  past  experience,  I  must  confess  that  I 
have  not  very  great  hopes  of  it,  but,  at  all 
events,  there  must  be  fresh  legislation,  and  we 
must  do  the  best  we  can  to  make  that  legisla- 
tion satisfactory.  The  present  Bill  is  intended 
only  to  meet  the  difficulty  partially  and  tern- 
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porarily  nntil  the  Assembly  meets  again.  I  do 
not  think,  in  the  meantime,  it  is  of  very  great 
moment  whether  the  whole  of  the  Native 
Land  Administration  Act  is  repealed  or  not, 
because  it  is  entirely  inoperative  as  to  its 
chief  object ;  but,  as  to  its  second  object,  that 
of  enabling  the  Land  Court  to  complete  un- 
finished transactions,  I  think  that  we  should 
remedy  the  deficiency  the  decision  of  the  Su- 
preme Court  has  shown  to  exist,  and  let  the 
intention  of  the  Legislature  bo  carried  out  by 
empowering  the  Land  Court  to  bear  and  deter- 
mine cases  where  persons  have  bought  Native 
land  but  have  been  unable  to  get  a  title.  That, 
I  think,  would  be  sufficient  in  the  meantime  ; 
but,  as  far  as  I  can  learn,  the  Native  mind  is 
very  dissatisfied  with  the  Act,  and  will  be  satis- 
fied with  nothing  short  of  its  repeal.  They 
object  very  much  to  its  provisions,  and  refuse  to 
act  under  it  at  all ;  and  therefore  it  does  not 
efiect  the  purpose  in  either  part  for  which  it 
was  intended.  In  the  present  session,  to  frame 
and  consider  a  Bill  dealing  with  the  whole  sub- 
ject of  Native  lands  would  be  impossible  ;  and 
it  is  necessary,  before  any  legislation  is  passed, 
that  the  Natives  themselves  should  be  con- 
sulted, and  that  we  should  see  what  they  want ; 
for  it  is  quite  clear  that  in  any  Native  Land  Bill 
to  make  it  operate  satisfactorily  we  must  carry 
the  feelings  of  the  Natives  with  us.  Whether 
we  shall  be  able  to  do  so  is  a  matter  of  doubt ; 
bat,  at  all  events,  we  shall  have  to  try  our  best 
next  session,  and,  if  Parliament  is  able  to  do 
that,  it  will  do  a  very  good  work.  I  do  not 
think  I  need  say  more  now  ;  but  I  will  ask  the 
Council  to  read  this  Bill  a  second  time  pro 
fonn&  as  it  were,  and  it  will  then  go  as  a  matter 
of  course  to  the  Native  Affairs  Committee,  who 
will  report  on  it,  and  I  shall  then  have  an  oppor- 
tunity of  addressing  the  Council  in  regard  to  it 
when  moving  that  it  be  considered  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  whole  Council. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  TAIAROA.— I  think  it  is  right 
I  iihould  make  a  few  remarks  on  this  Bill,  a 
copy  of  which,  by  the  way,  I  have  only  received 
to-day.  Some  of  its  clauses  are  rather  compli- 
cated, and  I  do  not  quite  understand  them  yet ; 
and,  no  doubt,  it  takes  some  little  time  to 
turn  over  and  consider 'them  before  one  can 
thoroughly  understand  their  effect.  I  quite 
agree  with  the  Hon.  the  Attorney-General  in 
saying  that  the  Native  Land  Administration 
Act  of  1886  has  caused  the  Natives  consider- 
able trouble.  I  feel  satisfied  of  that,  because  I 
notice  that  nearly  all  those  Native  members  of 
the  other  House  in  the  late  Parliament  who 
voted  on  that  measure  were  not  re-elected  at 
the  last  election.  But  I  do  not  think  the  de- 
sire of  the  Natives  is  carried  out  by  the  provi- 
sions of  this  Bill.  Some  of  the  Natives  desire 
that  the  Native  Lands  Administration  Act 
should  be  entirely  repealed,  while  others  think 
that  the  Act  should  be  allowed  to  remain,  but 
that  some  parts  of  it  should  be  amended.  I 
think  at  the  time  that  Act  was  being  passed  the 
Native  members  of  the  other  House,  like  my- 
self, did  not  fully  understand  some  of  its  clauses. 
I  said  at  the  time  that  the  Bill  ought  not  to 
apply  to  lands  sold  by  one  Native  to  another 


Native,  or  which  were  held  by  them  in  seve- 
ralty ;  also  to  land  which  had  been  mortgaged 
by  consent  of  the  Government  before  the  piass- 
ing  of  that  Act,  and  to  other  lands  similarly 
situated.  It  has  been  since  shown  that  where 
a  Native  bought  land  from  another  Native 
and  desired  to  raise  a  mortgage  on  it  he 
was  precluded  from  doing  so  by  the  provi- 
sions of  the  Act  of  last  year.  Now,  in  the 
interpretation  clause  of  "  The  Native  Land  Ad- 
ministration Act,  1886,"  it  explains  that "  land  " 
means  "  land  owned  by  Natives,"  except  land 
purchased  under  Crown  grant  or  conveyance, 
or  such  as  is  owned  individually.  It  was  in 
reference  to  that  portion  of  the  Act  that  the 
Natives  desired  some  amendment  should  be 
mode.  I  should  like  to  know  from  the  Hon. 
the  Attorney-General  what  position  those  lands 
would  be  in  after  the  passing  of  the  Bill  now 
before  the  Council.  As  far  as  I  can  see,  this 
Bin  only  applies  to  lands  which  were  being 
negotiated  for,  but  the  negotiations  for  which 
had  not  been  completed  before  July  lost,  and 
will  not  apply  to  any  land  which  has  been 
mortgaged  or  leased  since  that  date.  The 
Natives  complain  that  they  have  suffered 
through  the  transactions  which  have  taken 
place  since  last  July.  They  thought  that  the 
Bill  did  not  come  into  force  until  the  1st  of 
January  last,  and  they  therefore  thought  that 
they  had  up  to  that  date  to  carry  out  any 
further  transactions  they  wished.  I  did  not 
see  the  Oazetie  myself,  but  I  have  been  told 
by  Natives  that  it  distinctly  said  that  the  Bill 
would  not  come  into  force  until  the  1st  Janu- 
ary, 1887.  I  am  pleased  to  hear  that  this  Bill 
is  to  be  referred  to  the  Native  Affairs  Commit- 
tee, where  they  may  make  amendments  or  such 
suggestions  as  they  may  see  fit.  I  would  like 
to  give  an  instance,  which  will  perhaps  explain 
my  meaning  better.  My  youngest  son  bought 
a  piece  of  ground  from  Natives.  It  was  fifty 
acres  in  extent.  He  paid  for  it  in  cash,  and 
the  deed  was  passed  and  signed  by  His  Ex- 
cellency. The  land  has  been  lying  compara- 
tively idle  for  a  long  time,  but  my  son  is  now 
beginning  to  farm  it.  Before  the  passing  of 
the  Native  Land  Act  of  1886  he  had  borrowed 
some  money  for  the  purpose  of  improving  it, 
but  he  had  not  received  the  money  when  the 
Act  came  into  force.  He  arranged  with  some 
one  to  have  a  mortgage  raised  upon  the  property 
for  a  short  period — three  months.  At  the  end 
of  the  three  months  he  found  that  he  could 
not  receive  certain  moneys  which  he  expected, 
and  he  arranged  for  an  extension  of  the  mort- 
gage. Just  before  the  meeting  of  this  Par- 
liament the  deeds  were  sent  up  here,  in  order 
to  get  His  Excellency's  permission  to  the  mort- 
gage. It  was  forwarded  here,  together  with 
letters  on  the  subject,  from  his  solicitors.  Mr. 
Lewis,  Under-Secretary  to  the  Native  Depart- 
ment, said  these  lands,  although  they  had  been 
bought  from  other  Natives,  could  not  be  mort- 
gaged. I  may  add  that  this  mortgage  had 
been  previously  assented  to  and  approved  by 
the  Frauds  Prevention  Commissioner.  The 
Government  lawyers  said  that,  although  it  was 
land  purchased  from  another  Native,  it  could 
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not  be  mortgaged,  becaase  clause  3  of  the 
Native  Land  Administration  Act  debarred  any 
such  transaction.  I  mention  this  .case  because 
I  know  the  particulars  ;  but  there  are  a  great 
many  more  cases  in  similar  positions.  I  trust 
the  Bill  will  now  go  before  the  Native  Affairs 
Committee,  in  order  that  llx.  Lewis,  Under- 
Secreteiry,  Mr.  Mackay,  and  the  GoTemment 
lawyers  may  attend,  and  perhaps  we  may  make 
the  necessary  amendments.  I  think  that  we 
should  bear  this  in  mind :  that  when  mort- 
gages become  due  the  Natives  will  consider 
that  it  is  through  the  provisions  of  that  Bill 
that  they  will  be  prevented  from  raising  loans, 
and  that  by  that  means  they  will  lose  their 
properties.  The  mortgages  to  which  I  refer 
are  all  complete,  with  the  exception  of  having 
the  Governor's  permission,  which  is  prevent- 
ing their  being  carried  out.  I  think  this  Bill 
will  amend  the  difficulties  to  which  I  have 
referred. 
Bill  read  a  second  time. 

MAOBI  REAL  ESTATE  MANAGEMENT 

BILL. 
The  Hon.  Sir  P.  WHITAKEB.— This  Bill  is 
for  the  purpose  of  reviving  two  Acts  which  were 
repealed  last  session,  one  of  which  was  the 
Native  Land  Court  Act,  to  which  I  have  re- 
ferred, and  the  Maori  Beal  Estates  Management 
Acts  of  18T7  and  1887.  I  have  not  been  able  to 
understand  why  those  two  Acts  were  repealed. 
There  were  no  provisions  made  in  their  place, 
and  the  consequence  has  been  that  there  is  a 
quantity  of  land  in  the  hands  of  trustees  which 
cannot  now  be  dealt  with,  and  the  whole  thing 
is  in  a  state  of  confusion  and  di£Sculty.  The 
object  of  this  Bill  is  to  revive  those  two  Acts. 
I  have  been  informed  that  the  operations  of 
those  Acts  were  satisfactory  ;  and  all  I  can  now 
say  is  that  it  is  very  unsatisfactory  that  lands 
of  this  character  should  bo  in  such  a  position. 
I  propose  the  second  reading  of  this  Bill.  It 
will  be  necessary  for  it  to  go  before  the  Native 
Affairs  Committee  as  well  as  other  Native  Bills 
we  are  passing.  In  point  of  fact,  the  whole 
three  are  for  the  purpose  of  curing  difficulties 
which  already  exist. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  TAIAROA.— Sir,  I  donot  wish 
to  opposo  this  Bill,  but  I  would  like  to  ask  the 
Hon.  the  Attornoy-Genorol  if  ho  remembers  a 
question  which  I  asked  him,  and  which  was  on 
the  Order  Paper  of  the  4tli  November,  as  fol- 
lows: "  Whether  the  Government  will,  during 
the  present  session,  bring  forward  a  measure  to 
enable  tlie  properties  of  a  person  dying  intes- 
tate to  be  disposed  of  for  the  purpose  of  liqui- 
dating his  debts?"  and  I  think  that  the  Hon. 
the  Attorney-General  then  assured  me  that  he 
saw  no  objection  to  this,  and  that  he  would  con- 
sider the  matter  when  any  Bills  wore  brought 
before  the  Council  relating  to  the  subject.  I 
hope  that  the  Council,  in  Committee,  will  see 
fit  to  insert  some  such  provision  in  this  Bill,  so 
that  the  successors  to  the  property  of  Natives 
who  have  borrowed  money  and  have  died  in- 
testate, or  who  have  given  promissory  notes  to 
Say  certain  sums  of  money,  should  pay  the 
ebts  duo  by  the  deceased.  And  the  Native 
Hon.  Mr;  Taiaroa 


Land  Court  has  invtuiably  stated  that  it 
awarded  the  land  to  the  rightful  successes, 
but  it  could  not  take  any  steps  with  reference 
to  the  debts  of  the  deceased.  I  make  this 
explanation  because  I  know  that  both  Maoris 
and  Europeans  have  suffered  from  that  cause, 
and  I  hope  this  course  will  be  adopted  with 
reference  to  those  debts  which  a  Court  of  law 
may  be  satisfied  are  bon&  fide.  I  do  not  wish 
such  a  provision  to  apply  to  any  debts  which 
may  be  said  to  be  owing,  but  to  such  debts 
as  it  may  be  proved  to  the  satisfaction  of 
the  Court  are  genuine  liabilities,  or  that  some- 
thing may  be  done  for  securing  the  payment  of 
these  sums,  either  by  holding  back  the  land 
until  the  debts  are  satisfied  or  by  some  other 
means. 

The  Hon.  Sir  P.  WHITAKEB.— In  reference 
to  what  the  Hon.  Mr.  Taiaroa  has  submitted  to 
the  Council,  I  perfectly  remember  his  giving  ma 
a  letter  pointing  out  the  same  thing  which  he 
has  just  now  brought  before  the  notice  of  the 
Council,  and  I  recollect  telling  him  that,  so  fat 
as  I  saw,  there  was  no  objection  to  do  what  was 
asked,  and  I  would  bear  it  in  mind  when  the 
Native  Land  Bill,  which  is  to  be  brought  for- 
ward by  the  Government  next  session,  comes 
up  for  discussion.  The  object  of  the  Native 
Land  Act  which  is  now  repealed  was  to 
prevent  any  dealings  in  Native  land  except 
those  specially  provided  for  in  the  Bill ;  but 
thero  was  no  provision  in  which  cases  of  the 
present  description  could  bo  dealt  with  ;  there- 
fore it  is  an  entirely  new  feature.  I  have  no 
objection  that  this  matter  should  be  considered 
in  (Committee,  and,  if  it  be  found  convenient 
and  proper  to  add  a  clause  to  it  of  the  nature 
proposed,  I  have  no  objection.  It  is  a  new 
subject  and  will  require  legislation  ;  and  the 
most  proper  time  to  consider  it  will  be  when 
deciding,  next  session,  on  the  legislation  which 
is  to  take  place  in  connection  with  Native 
lands  generally.  But,  if  there  are  any  urgent 
cases  to  be  provided  for,  we  may  make  some 
temporary  provision  in  the  present  Bill  till 
then.  I  wish  to  assure  the  honourable  gentle- 
man that  I  have  not  forgotten  what  he  pointed 
out  to  me,  I  have  kept  it  in  mind,  and  in- 
tended to  act  upon  it. 

BiU  read  a  second  time. 

The  Council  swljoumed  at  fifteen  minutes 
post  eight  o'clock  p.m. 


HOUSE    OF  EEPEESENTATIVES. 

Wednesday,  7th  December,  1887. 


Kopresentatlon  Bill— Privilege :  Words  used  by  Sir 
J.  Vocel— KepresentatioQ  Bill. 

Mr.    Speakeb    took    tho    chair    at    eleven 
o'clock  a.m. 

Pbatkrs. 

BEPKESENTATION  BILL. 
Major  ATKINSON.— Sir,  in  consequence  of 
a  division  which  took  place  in  Committee  eaily 
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this  moming,  I  ask  the  Honse  to  adjoom  till 
half-past  two  o'clock.  The  OcTemment  do  not 
piopoee  to  go  on  with  questions  to-day,  but  to 
postpone  them  till  to-monow.  If  the  House 
will  consent  to  adjourn  till  half-past  two,  I 
shall  be  prepared  to  make  a  statement  to 
honourable  members. 
Motion  agreed  to. 

HOUSB   RESUMED. 

Mr.  Sfeakeb  resumed  the  chaii  at  half-past 
two  o'clock. 

PRIVILEGE :  WORDS  USED  BY  SIR  J. 
VOGEL. 
Sir  J.  VOGEL.— Sir,  before  the  Orders  of 
the  Day  are  called  on  I  wish  to  moke  a  few 
remarks,  and  I  will  place  myself  in  order  by 
moving  a  resolution.  I  presume  we  shall  have 
from  the  Premier,  in  redemption  of  the  promise 
that  he  made  the  day  before  yesterday,  a 
statement  as  to  the  course  of  business  during 
the  rest  of  the  session.  Before  he  makes  that 
statement,  I  wish  to  call  his  attention  to  the 
fact  ihat  1  have  a  number  of  resolutions  on  the 
Supplementary  Order  Paper.  I  invited  the 
honourable  gentleman  to  tell  me  whether  he 
would  give  me  special  opportunities  of  moving 
those  resolutions,  as  to  which  I  have  received 
no  reply  from  the  honourable  member  since. 
Now  that  all  the  heat  in  connection  with'the 
immediate  question  is  at  an  end,  and  that  the 
result  remains  in  a  resolution  on  the  records 
of  the  House  reflecting  on  my  condaot,  I  think 
no  honourable  member  will  begrudge  me  an 
opportunity  of  placing  before  the  House  my 
▼lew  of  the  position  and  of  the  occurrence 
which  led  to  it.  Sir,  the  occurrence  arose  out 
of  a  question  put  by  the  honourable  member 
for  Marsden — Mr.  Robert  Thompson,  Now,  I 
wish  to  say  that,  had  I  not  been  interrupted, 
I  am  quite  sure  that  the  remarks  I  should  have 
made  would  not  have  been  of  a  nature  to 
cause  the  honourable  gentleman  more  than 
a  slight  temporary  irritation.  I  think  the 
honourable  member  had  a  perfect  right  to 
information  on  the  subject  on  which  he  sought 
information;  but  the  mistake  the  honourable 
member  made  was  in  the  way  in  which  he  put 
this  question.  If  I  have,  or  if  any  other  honour- 
able member  has,  an  improper  use  of  officers  of 
the  Government,  tho  fault  is  not  with  me  or 
with  other  honourable  members ;  it  is  with  the 
Government.  It  is  the  Government  which  is 
responsible  for  allowing  any  misuse  of  the 
services  of  Government  ofHcers ;  and  there- 
fore, if  the  honourable  gentleman  had  put  his 
question  in  a  way  which  would  have  asked 
the  Government  whether  it  was  true  that  they 
were  allowing  one  or  more  members  to  im- 
properly use  the  services  of  Government  officers, 
there  would  have  been  no  objection  to  the 
question,  and,  moreover,  it  would  have  afforded 
me  an  opportunity  of  setting  the  matter  right. 
But  the  honourable  member  put  the  question 
in  a  manner  which  was,  to  say  the  least, 
offensive.  Sir,  there  has  not  only  been  that 
question,  but  we  have  seen  within,  the  last  day 
or  two   that  other  honourable  members,  or 


another  honourable  member,  has  felt  himself 
warranted  in  putting  a  personal  question  re- 
lating to  myself.  And  in  this  case  the  honooi- 
able  gentleman  has  stated  that  ho  was  put  up  to 
it  by  some  other  honourable  member.  I  rather 
admire  the  chivalry  of  the  honourable  member 
for  Marsden  in  taking  the  whole  responsibility 
of  his  action  upon  himself.  It  is  quite  clear 
the  honourable  gentleman  could  not  have  had 
sufficient  knowledge  of  the  matter  to  have 
moved  in  it  without  having  been  put  up  to  it 
by  some  other  honourable  member ;  but,  in  a 
spirit  of  ohivalry,  he  has  considered  it  necessary 
to  shield  that  honourable  member.  I  myself 
am  in  a  rather  peculiar  position.  I  should  like 
to  illustrate  by  an  anecdote  the  position  I  con- 
sider I  have  occupied  since  1884.  There  was 
at  one  time  in  a  school  an  old  French  master 
who  had  the  misfortune  to  lose  one  of  his  legs, 
which  was  replaced  by  a  cork  leg.  It  became 
the  fashion  in  the  school  to  creep  under  the 
master's  desk  and  stick  pins  into  this  cork  leg, 
and  every  new  boy  was  expected,  as  a  matter  of 
etiquette,  to  do  this.  On  one  occasion  a  rather 
clumsy  new  boy  set  himself  to  the  task ;  but, 
unfortunately,  he  stuck  tho  pin  up  to  the  head 
in  the  wrong  leg;  and  I  need  not  point  out 
how  the  master  strongly  objected  to  a  pro- 
ceeding of  that  kind.  I  had  been  subjected 
to  a  great  deal  of  annoyance,  and  it  seemed  to 
me  that  the  time  had  arrived  when  I  should 
put  an  end  to  it.  Owing  to  my  not  being  al- 
ways able  to  hear  what  honourable  members 
say,  I  am  at  a  great  disadvantage  as  compared 
with  other  honourable  members.  On  looking 
over  Hansard,  for  instance,  I  find  that  the 
honourable  member  for  Waipawa  suggested 
some  time  ago  that  I  was  a  professional  poli- 
tician, and  also  that  I  ought  to  go  to  America 
to  get  up  bogus  companies.  That  was  the 
meaning  of  his  remarks,  and  I  dare  say  tho 
honourable  gentleman  would  be  very  much  of- 
fended if  I  suggested  that  be  should  go  to  some 
country  where  he  could  chose  Natives  up  trees. 
As  regards  the  question  put  to  the  House,  I 
rose  to  moke  what  seemed  to  me  a  mild  pro- 
test against  the  question,  and  I  was  met  with 
on  opposition  which,  I  cannot  help  thinking, 
was  totally  opposed  to  the  spirit  of  the  precepts 
which  rule  in  Parliaments  generally.  I  heard 
last  night  and  yesterday  language  used  unchal- 
lenged which  was  certainly  of  a  much  more 
serious  nature  than  any  language  which  I  had 
used  when  I  was  stopped.  Then,  I  was  told 
that,  when  any  honourable  memher  attacked 
me,  I  had  a  right  to  defend  myself,  but  not 
to  attack  him  in  return.  Unfortunately,  the 
whole  course  of  our  debates,  from  one  end  of 
the  session  to  the  other,  is,  with  slight  excep- 
tion, of  the  character  known  as  the  tu  quoque. 
It  is  the  custom,  in  conducting  our  debates  in 
Parliament,  when  one  member  is  attacked,  for 
the  attacked  member,  instead  of  replying  to 
the  attack  and  confining  himself  to  the  matter 
raised  in  that  attack,  to  resort  to  the  line  of 
argument  that  enables  him  to  say  to  his  assail- 
ant, "  You're  another."  Thatisapractice  which 
gees  unchallenged  in  this  Parliament,  and  also 
in  others ;  and  yet  I  was  told  I  could  not  make 
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a  counter-attack.  Well,  Sir,  then  some  words 
fell  from  me  that  I  subsequently  withdrew, 
and  a  discussion  took  place  upon  a  resolution 
moved  by  the  Premier.  But  on  the  second  day 
of  the  discussion  a  new  departure  altogether 
was  taken.  The  form  of  the  original  course 
was  abandoned,  and  a  new  resolution  was  sub- 
stituted. I  do  not  know  whether  it  is  within 
the  knowledge  of  members  of  the  House,  but  I 
may  state  that  after  that  resolution  was  moved 
I  sent  word  to  the  Speaker  and  asked  him  for 
permission  to  come  before  the  House,  but  I  was 
told  that  I  could  not  be  allowed  to  come  to  the 
House  unless  I  confined  myself  simply  to  an 
apology.  So  that,  although  a  new  motion  had 
been  made  in  reference  to  me,  I  had  no  oppor- 
tunity of  addressing  the  House  on  the  subject. 
As  regards  the  matter  generally,  I  may  say 
that  there  is  no  doubt  that  the  wrong  Standing 
Order  was  acted  upon.  In  fact,  there  was  no 
Standing  Order  which  could  be  acted  upon 
save  that  referring  to  the  taking -down  of 
words  objected  to,  and,  as  in  this  matter  they 
were  not  taken  down  at  the  time  they  were 
spoken,  it  had  become  impossible  to  take  them 
down  at  all.  So  that  the  whole  proceedings 
were  certainly  irregular.  Then  the  resolution 
was  passed.  But  since  that  time  a  newspaper 
of  which  a  member  of  the  Government  is  a 
large  proprietor  has  used  language  in  reference 
to  the  matter  which,  as  compared  with  what  I 
said,  is  as  wine  to  water.  We  were  told  that 
the  newspaper  was  to  apologize  at  once  ;  but 
it  did  not,  and  in  the  following  week  another 
newspaper  belonging  to  the  same  proprietary, 
having  exhausted  its  power  of  language  in  the 
previous  week,  exhausted  its  pictorial  power  in 
the  following  week,  and,  with  pre-Baphaelite 
cruelty,  indulged  in  charges  against  mem- 
bers of  this  House  which  went  far  beyond 
anything  I  had  said  or  hinted.  Now,  I  ask,  is 
it  right  that  an  honourable  gentleman  should 
sit  calmly,  unchallenged,  on  the  Government 
benches,  without  being  called  upon  to  ap- 
pear before  the  bar  of  the  House,  under 
these  circumstances,  while  I  should  have  this 
resolution  recorded  against  nie  ?  I  appeal 
therefore  to  honourable  members,  as  a  mat- 
ter of  fairness,  to  say  whether  that  resolution 
against  me,  which  was  the  result  of  mistaken 
action,  should  be  allowed  to  remain  upon  the 
records  of  the  House.  I  think,  in  view  of 
the  fact  I  have  stated,  and  of  the  further 
fact  that  it  is  obvious  that  the  proceedings 
were  irregular,  that  the  Government  can  have 
no  difficulty  in  withdrawing  that  resolution 
and  cancelling  it.  I  should  like  the  Govern- 
ment to  give  me  an  answer  as  to  whether  I  am 
not  entitled,  as  a  matter  of  justice,  to  have  that 
resolution  cancelled,  and  whether  they  will  not 
enable  that  to  be  done.  I  will  not  press  the 
Premier  for  an  answer  to-day,  but  I  will  ask 
him  to  take  the  matter  into  consideration,  and 
give  me  an  answer  to-morrow  or  next  day. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— The  question  is,  That  this 
House  do  now  adjourn. 

Sir  J.  VOGEL.— Am  I  to  understand  that 
the  Government  refuse  to  give  me  any  answer 
as  to  whether  they  will  consider  this  matter  ? 
Sir  J.  Vogel 


Do  they  intend  to  leave  me  entirely  to  take  xaj 
own  remedy  7 

Major  ATKINSON.— I  understood  that  the 
honourable  gentleman  did  not  want  an  answer 
till  to-morrow.  But  I  am  quite  prepared  to 
give  him  an  answer  now.  The  Government 
will  not  give  him  any  facility  for  moving  his 
resolutions. 

Sir  J.  VOGEL.— Then  I  shall  be  obliged— I 
will  not  say  positively  till  I  consult  my  friends, 
but  it  seems  that  the  honourable  gentleman 
will  force  me  to  take  a  course  which  I  shall 
be  sorry  to  take  —  to  bring  this  matter  up, 
as  I  can,  by  a  question  of  privilege.  I  sluUl 
not  undertake  to  say  when  I  shall  do  so.  I 
understand  that  the  honourable  gentleman  will 
pay  no  heed  to  the  appeal  which  I  have  made 
to  him.  Therefore,  as  he  will  not  give  me 
facilities,  I  must  throw  upon  him  the  responsi- 
bility of  whatever  course  I  may  deem  it  neces- 
sary to  take  in  this  matter. 

Motion  for  adjournment  of  the  House  nega- 
tived. 

REPRESENTATION  BILL. 

Major  ATKINSON.— Sir,  it  vnll  be  in  the 
recollection  of  the  House  that  last  night,  upon 
a  certain  amendment  being  put  on  a  clanae  in 
the  Representation  Bill,  and  being  carried,  the 
Government  thought  it  necessary  to  ask  that 
progress  should  be  reported,  in  order  that  we 
might  consider  the  effect  of  the  amendment. 
The  Government  have  now  come  to  the  con- 
clusion that  they  will  invite  the  House  to  go 
into  Committee  again  upon  the  Bill,  go  through 
the  Bill,  and  then  to  recommit  the  Bill,  in 
order  to  have  the  amendment  made  in  the 
clause  reconsidered. 

Sir  J.  VOGEL.— Will  the  Government  give 
an  intimation  of  the  course  that  business  i* 
likely  to  take  ?  The  Premier  promised  yester- 
day and  on  the  previous  day  to  make  such  a 
statement. 

Major  ATKINSON.— Yes ;  I  had  intended 
to  make  the  statement  to-day,  but  it  is  impos- 
sible for  me  to  do  so  until  I  see  how  the  honour- 
able gentleman  is  going  to  act  to-day.  Upon 
that  depends  very  much  the  course  of  business. 
The  opposition  with  which  the  Government 
have  been  met  by  certain  honourable  gentle- 
men, of  which  we  have  again  •had  a  specimen 
this  afternoon,  makes  it  impossible  for  the  Go- 
vernment to  make  any  statement  at  present, 
but  I  will  do  so  as  soon  as  I  can. 

Sir  J.  VOGEL.— Simply  with  the  object  of 
facilitating  business,  I  will  ask  the  honourable 
gentleman  to  consent  to  the  postponement  of 
the  further  consideration  of  the  Representation 
Bill  till  half-past  seven  to-night,  so  that  the 
honourable  gentlemen  who  are  acting  with  me 
may  consider  the  course  that  they  will  take. 
Without  mentioning  anything  more  specific,  I 
think  I  may  say,  with  a  tolerable  amount  of  cer- 
tainty, that  he  is  more  likely  to  save  time  by 
agreeing  to  that  proposal  than  otherwise.  Cer- 
tainly it  is  not  fair,  seeing  that  we  have  only 
just  had  this  announcement  made  to  us,  that 
we  should  be  asked  to  go  into  Committee  again 
upon  this  Bill.     I   ask,   therefore,  that  the 
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matter  may  b«  postponed  till  half-past  seven 
o'clock. 

Major  ATKINSON.— I  am  sorry  that  I  can- 
not accede  to  the  request  of  the  honourable 
gentleman.  After  the  honourable  gentleman 
flist  pledging  himself  to  support  the  Bill,  and 
then  yesterday  coming  down  and  saying  that 
he  should  oppose  the  Bill  in  all  its  stages,  I 
am  not  prepared  to  postpone  it  for  any  purpose 
whatever.  I  shall  Uierefore  ask  the  House  to 
go  steadily  on  with  the  work. 

Sir  J.  VOGEL.— I  shall  only  say  that  I  did 
not  give  any  pledge  whatever,  and  that  I  did 
not  say  yesterday  that  I  should  oppose  the  Bill 
in  all  its  stages. 

The  Bill  was  then  farther  considered  in  CSom- 
mittee. 

m  COMMITTEE. 

Clause  3. — House  of  Bepresentatives  to  con- 
sist of  seventy  members,  whereof  three  to  be 
Maoris. 

Mr.  SEDDON  moved  the  insertion  of  the 
following  words  :  "  and  after  a  fresh  census  of 


the  population 

of  the  colony 

has  been  taken." 

The  Committee  divided. 

Ayes,  28 

Blake 

Joyce 

Smith 

Buxton 

Kelly 

Steward,  W.  J. 

Cadman 

Kerr 

Taylor 

Peldwick 

Tiance 

TumbuU 

Pish 

Lamach 

Vogel 

Fitzherbert 

Loughrey 

Walker. 

Fraser 

Perceval 

Grey 

Beeves,  B.H.J.         Tellers. 

Grimmond 

Beeves,  W.  P.   Levestam 

Jones 

Bichardson,  B.  Seddon. 

Noes  49 

Allen 

Hodgkinson 
Izard 

Pearson 

Anderson 

Pyke 
Bhodes 

Atkinson 

Jackson 

Barron 

Lawry 

Bichardson,  G 

Beetham 

Mackenzie, 

r.   Boss 

Buchanan 

McGregor 

Seymour 

Carroll 

McKenzie,  J 

.     Taipua 

Cowan 

Mills 

Taiwhanga 

Dodson 

Mitchelson 

Tanner 

Fergus 

Moat 

Thompson,  B. 

Fisher 

Monk 

Ward 

Fitchett 

Moss 

Wilson 

Pulton 

Newman 

Withy. 

Goldie 

O'Conor 

Graham 

Ormond 

Tellers. 

Hislop 

Parata 

Bruce 

Hobbs 

Peacock 
Paibs. 

Macarthur. 

For. 

Agaimt. 

Ballance 

Hall 

Duncan 

I 

BuEsell 

Guinness 

VaJcntine 

O'Callaghan 

Whyte 

Samuel 

, 

Stewart,  W.  D. 

Majority  agunst,  21. 

Amendment  negatived. 

The  Committee  divided  on  the  question, 
"  That  the  word  '  seventy '  stand  part  of  the 
clause." 


Ayes,  54. 

Allen 

Jackson 

Beeves,  B.H.J. 

Anderson 

Jones 

Bhodes 

Atkinson 

Lamach 

Bichardson,  G. 

Beetham 

Lawry 

Boss 

Blake 

Macarthur 

Seymour 

Bruce 

Maokenzic,  T. 

Steward,  W.  J. 

Buchanan 

McGregor 

Taipua 

Carroll 

MoKenzie,  J. 

Taiwhanga 

Cowan 

Mills 

Tanner 

Dodson 

Mitchelson 

Taylor 

Fergus 

Moat 

Thompson,  B, 

Fisher 

Monk 

TumbuU 

Fitchett 

Moss 

Ward 

Pulton 

Newman 

Wilson 

Graham 

O'Conor 

Withy. 

Hislop 

Ormond 

Tellers. 

Hobbs 

Parata 

Barron 

Hodgkinson 

Pearson 

Peacock. 

Izarc 

Nobs,  20. 

Buxton 

Grimmond 

Bichardson,  B. 

Cadman 

Joyce 

Smith 

Feldwiok 

Kelly 

Vogel 

Pish 

Lance 

Walker. 

Fitzherbert 

Levestam 

Tellers. 

Fraser 

Loughrey 

Perceval 

Goldie 

Beeves,  W.  P. 
Paibs. 

Seddon. 

Fm 

•. 

Against. 

Hall 

Ballance 

Bussell 

Duncan 

Stewart,  W.  D.           Samuel 

Valentine                   Guinness 

Whyte. 

O'Callaghan. 

Majority  for,  34. 

Word  retained. 

Major   ATKINSON  moved 

,  That  the  word 

"four  "be  added. 

The  Committee  divided. 

Ates,  49. 

Anderson 

Jackson 

Pyke 

Atkinson 

Lamaoh 

Bhodes 

Beetham 

Lawry 

Bichardson,  G. 

Blake 

Macarthur 

Boss 

Bruce 

Mackenzie,  T 

Seymour 

Carroll 

McGregor 

Steward,  W.  J. 

Cowan 

McKenzie,  J. 

Taipua 

Dodson 

Mills 

Taiwhanga 

Peldwick 

Mitchelson 

Tanner 

Fergus 

Moat 

Thompson,  B. 

Fisher 

Monk 

Walker 

Fish 

Newman 

Ward 

Fulton 

O'Conor 

WUson. 

Graham 

Ormond 

Hislop 

Parata 

Tellers. 

Hodgkinson 

Peacook 

Buchanan 

Izard 

Pearson 
Noes,  30. 

Hobbs. 

Allen 

Goldie 

Kerr 

Barron 

Grey 

Lance 

Buxton 

Grimmond 

Levestam 

Cadman 

Jones 

Loughrey 

Fitchett 

Joyce 

Moss 

Fraser 

Kelly 

Peroeval 
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Beeves,  W.  P.    Taylor  W*'??* 

Bichardson,  E.  Thompson,  T.  Teller). 

Samuel  Tumbull  Beeves,  B.  H.  J. 

Smith  Vogel  Soddon. 

Stewart,  W.  D. 

Majority  foi,  19. 

Word  ineerted. 

Mr.  SEDDON  moved  the  addition  of  the 
following  proviso :  "  Provided,  however,  that 
subsection  three  of  section  ^reo  of  such  Act 
shall  be  read  as  if  the  word  '  twenty-five '  had 
been  inserted  therein  in  lieu  of  the  word 
*  eighteen.' " 

The  Committee  divided. 


Buxton 

Pitzherbert 
Grimmond 
Guinness 
Joyce 

Allen 

Anderson 

Atkinson 

Barron 

Cowan 

Dodsou 

Feldwick 

Fergus 

Fisher 

FUh 

Fitchett 

Fulton 

Ooldie 

Graham 

Hislop 

Hobbs 

Izard 


Ates,  18. 
Kelly  Waiker. 

Lance 

ITcKensie,  J.  TeUare. 

Bichardson,  E.  Kerr 
Steward, W.J.  Seddon. 

Noes,  18. 
Jackson  Boss 

Lawry  Seymour 

Levestam  Stewart,  W.  D. 

Mackenzie,  T.    S.-Menteath 
Mills  Taipua 

Mitchelson        Taiwhanga 


Monk 

Moss 

Newman 

O'Conor 

Peacock 

Pearson 

Perceval 

Beeves,  W.  P. 

Bhodes 


Tanner 

Taylor 

Thompson,  B. 

Thompson,  T. 

Ward 

Whyte 

Withy. 

Tellers. 
Bruce 


Bichardson,  G.  Macarthur. 


Majority  against,  33. 

Amendment  negatived. 

Mr.  SEDDON  moved,  That  the  following 
proviso  be  added  to  the  Bill :  "  This  Act  shall 
Lave  no  force  or  effect  until  the  altered  elec- 
toral boundaries  necessary  thereunder  shall 
have  been  mode  by  the  Commissioners,  sjid 
a  description  thereof  laid  upon  the  table  of  the 
House." 

The  Committee  divided. 


Ayes,  19. 

Baxton 

Kelly 

Taylor 

Feldwick 

Kerr 

Walker 

Fish 

Loughrey 

Ward. 

Fitchett 

Moss 

Fitzhorbert 

Beeves.  W.  P. 

Tellers. 

Grimmond 

Samuel 

Guinness 

Joyce 

Smith 
Noes,  47. 

Levestam. 

Allen 

Fisher 

Lawry 

Anderson 

Pulton 

Macarthur 

Atkinson 

Goldie 

Mackenzie,  M 

Barron 

Graham 

Mackenzie,  T. 

Beetham 

Hislop 

McGregor 

Bruce 

Hobbs 

McKeuzie,  J. 

Cowan 

Hodgkinson 

Mills 

Dodson 

.  Izard 

Mitchelson 

Fergus 

Jackson 

Moat 

Monk  Bhodes  Valentine 

Newman  Bichardson,  G.  Whyte 

O'Conor  Boss  Wilsoa 

Ormond  Seymour  Withy. 

Peacock  S.-Menteath  Tellers. 

Pearson  Taipua  Bnchanan 

Pyke  Thompson,  T.    Thompson,  B. 

Majority  against,  28. 

Amendment  negatived. 

Clause  agreed  to. 

Clause  3. — Commissioners  to  give  eflect  to 
Bepresentation  Act  and  this  Act. 

Mr.  LEVESTAM!  moved,  as  an  amendment,  to 
omit  the  lost  words  of  the  clause,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  inserting  words  to  the  cflect  that  the 
colony  be  divided  into  districts,  to  be  defined 
in  a  schedule  to  the  Bill. 

The  Committee  divided  on  the  question, 
"  That  the  words  be  retained." 


Allen 

Anderson 

Atkinson 

Barron 

Beetham 

Bruce 

Buchanan 

Cadman 

Cowan 

Dodson 

Fergus 

Fisher 

Fitchett 

Pulton 

Ooldie 

Graham 

Hislop 

Hobbs 

Hodgkinson 

Feldwick 

Fish 

Pitzherbert 

Grimmond 

Joyce 


Ayes,  54. 
Izard 
Jackson 
Macarthur 
Mackenzie,  M. 
McGregor 
Mills 

Mitchelson 
Moat 
Monk 
Newman 
O'Conor 
Ormond 
Parata 
Peacock 
Pearson 
Pyke 
Bhodes 
Bichardson,  E. 


Bichardson,  G. 

Boss 

Seymour 

Stewart,  W.  D. 

S.-Menteath 

Taipua 

Taiwhanga 

Taylor 

Thompson,  B. 

Thompson,  T. 

Valentine 

Ward 

Whyte 

Wilson 

Withy. 

Tellers. 
Lawry 
Mackenzie,  T. 


Noes,  13. 

Kerr  Tumbull. 
Loughrey 

Samuel  Tellers. 

Seddon  Guinness 

Smith  Levestam. 


Paiss. 


For. 
Carroll 
Tanner. 


Against. 
Walker 
Lance. 


Majority  for,  41. 

Words  retained. 

Mr.  FITCHETT  moved  to  add  the  following 
words  to  the  clause :  "  Provided  always  that 
the  Commissioners  shall,  within  six  months 
from  the  passing  of  this  Act,  report  the  names 
and  boundaries  of  the  electoral  districts  fixed 
by  them  to  the  Governor,  who  shall  forthwith 
proclaim  the  same  in  the  Gazette  •  and  such 
Proclamation  shall,  subject  to  the  provisions  of 
this  Act,  have  the  force  of  law  from  the  date 
of  such  Proclamation." 

The  Committee  divided  on  the  question, 
"  That  the  proviso  be  added  to  the  clause." 

Ates,  25. 
Blake  Feldwick  Praser 

Buxton  Pitzherbert        Grimmond 
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Gninness 

Jones 

Joyce 

Kerr 

lAnce 

IiarDach 

Looghrey 

AUen 

Anderson 

Atlcinson 

Beethani 

Bruce 

Buchanan 

Go  wan 

Dodson 

Fergus 

Fisher 

Fish 

Fulton 

Ooldie 

Otaham 

Hi8lop> 

Hobbe 

Hodgkinson 


McKonsie,  J.     Taylor 
Moss  Tumbull 

Perceval  Walker. 

Beeves,  It.  H.J. 
Reeves,  W.  P.  Tellers. 

Bichardson,  E.  Fitchetc 
Stewart,  W.  D.  Seddon. 
Noes,  48. 


Izard 

Jackson 

La  wry 

XIackonzie,  T. 

McGregor 

Mills 

Mitcbelson 

Moat 

Monk 

Newman 

O'Oonor 

Ormond 

Parata 

Peacock 

Pearson 

Rhodes 

Pairs. 


RicbardsoD,  G. 

Ross 

Seymour 

Taipua 

Taiwbanga 

Tanner 

Thompson,  R. 

Thompson,  T. 

Valentine 

Ward 

Whyte 

Wilson 

Withy. 

tellers. 
Barron 
Macarthnr. 


For.  Against. 

Ijeve.stam  Pyke 

Steward,  W.  J.  O'Oonor 

Vogel.  Carroll. 

Majority  against,  23. 
Amendment  negatived. 
Mr.  SEDDON  moved  the  addition  of  a  pro- 
Tiso  making  the  allowance    in  the  quota  in 
favour  of  mining  districts  25  per  cent,  instead 
of  18  per  cent. 

The  Committee  divided. 


Ansa,  9. 

Grimmond 

Reeves,  R.  H.  J.        Tellers. 

Ooinness 

Samnel 

Duncan 

Kerr 

Seddon. 

Tumbull. 

O'Callaghan 

Nobs,  44. 

AUen 

Lance 

Seymour 

Anderson 

Lawry 

Taiwbanga 

Atkinson 

Macarthur 

Tanner 

Bruce 

Mackenzie,  T. 

Taylor 

Buchanan 

McGregor 

Thompson,  R 

Dodson 

Mitchclson 

Thompson,  T. 

Fergus 

Monk 

Valentine 

Fisher 

Moss 

Walker 

Falton 

Newman 

Ward 

Ooldie 

Pearson 

Whyte 

Graham 

Reeves,  W.  P. 

Wilson 

Hislop 

Rhodes 

Withy. 

Hobbs 

Richardson,  G 

Tellers. 

Jackson 

Ross 

Barron 

Kelly 

Russell 
Paib. 

Mills. 

For 

Against. 

Smith. 

Lamach. 

Majority  against,  35. 

Amendment  negatived. 

Mi.  seddon  moved  the  addition  of  a  pro- 
viso exempting  the  Provincial  Districts  of  Nel- 
son,   Westland,    Taranaki,  and    Marlborough 


from  the  operation  of  the  Bill,  the  electorates 
in  those  districts  to  remain  as  if  the  Bill  were 
not  passed. 
The  Committee  divided. 


Ayes,  7. 

Guinness 

Samuel 
Tumbull. 

Tellers. 

Joyce 
Kerr 

,  Grimmond 
Seddon. 

Noes,  46. 

Allen 

Lance 

Russell 

Anderson 

Lawry 

Seymour 

Atkinson 

Macarthur 

Taiwbanga 

Barron 

Mackenzie,  T. 

Tanner 

Bruce 

McGregor 

Taylor 

Dodson 

Mills 

Thompson,  B 

Duncan 

Mitchelson 

Thompson,  T. 

Fergus 

Monk 

Valentine 

Fisher 

Moss 

Walker 

Fulton 

Newman 

Ward 

Graham 

O'Callaghan 

Whyte 

Hislop 

Pearson 

Withy. 

Hobbs 

Reeves,  W.  P. 

Izard 

Rhodes 

Tsllers. 

Joolcson 

Richardson,  G 

.  Goldie 

KeUy 

Ross 

WUson. 

Pair. 
For.  Against. 

Marchant.  Stewart,  W.  D. 

Majority  against,  39. 
Amendment  negatived. 
The    Committee   divided   on  the  question, 
"  That  clause  3  stand  part  of  the  Bill." 

Atbs,  44. 


Allen 

Izard 

Ross 

Anderson 

Kelly 

Russell 

Atkinson 

Lawry 

Seymour 

Barron 

Macarthnr 

S.-Menteath 

Brace 

Mackenzie,  M. 

Taiwhanga 

Buchanan 

Mackenzie,  T. 

Tanner 

Dodson 

McGregor 

Thompson,  R. 

Fergus 

Mills 

Thompson,  T. 

Fisher 

Mitchelson 

Valentine 

Pitohett 

Monk 

Ward 

Fulton 

XIoss 

Whyte 

Goldie 

Newman 

Withy. 

Graham 

Pearson 

Tellers. 

Hislop 

Reeves,  W.  P. 

Jackson 

Hobbs 

Richardson, G 
Noes,  18. 

Rhodes. 

Duncan 

Kerr 

Walker. 

Foldwick 

Lance 

Grimmond 

Marchant 

Tetters. 

Guinness 

Samuel 

O'Callaghan 

Joyce 

Taylor 

Seddon. 

Majority  for,  31. 

Clause  agreed  to. 

Dr.  FITOHETT  moved  a 

new  clause  pro- 

viding for  the 

amalgamation 

of  the  city  elec- 

torates. 

The  Committee  divided. 

Aybs,  12. 

Buxton 

Joyce 

Seddon. 

Peldwick 

Kerr 

TelUrs. 

Grey 

Moss 

Fitchett 

Grimmond 

Reeves,  R.H.J 

.  Stewart,  W.D. 

Guinness 
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Noes,  44. 

Allen 

Izard 

Anderson 

Jackson 

Atkinson 

Kelly 

Barron 

Lance 

Bruce 

Larnach 

Buchanan 

Lawry 

Dodson 

Hacarthur 

Duncan 

ilarchant 

Fergus 

McGregor 

Fisher 

Mitchelson 

Fulton 

Monk 

Goldie 

O'Callaghan 

Graham 

Pearson 

Hislop 

Rhodes 

Hobbs 

Ross 

Bussell 

Seymour 

Taiwhanga 

Tanner 

Taylor 

Thompson,  R 

Thompson,  T. 

Valentine 

Walker 

Ward 

Wilson 

Withy. 

Tellers. 
Mackenzie,  T. 
Mills. 
Majority  against,  32. 
Clause  rejected. 
Bill  reported. 

Major  ATKINSON.— Sir,  I  beg  to  move.  That 
you  do  leave  the  chair,  in  order  that  the  House 
may  go  into  Committee  on  clause  2  of  the 
Bill,  with  the  view  of  striking  out  the  words  of 
the  clause  in  the  second  line  after  the  word 
"determination" — namely,  "not  earlier  than 
the  eighth  day  of  October,  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  eighty-nine." 

Mr.  SEDDON. — I  wish  to  rise  to  a  point  of 
of  order.  Is  it  proper  to  move  that  uie  Bill 
be  recommitted  to  consider  the  excision  of 
certain  words — for  instance,  the  words  just 
mentioned  by  the  Premier — or  to  consider  the 
clause  as  a  whole  ? 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— I  have  always  held  that  a 
recommittal  should  bo  for  the  consideration  of 
the  whole  of  the  clause,  and  not  for  merely  a 
part  of  a  clause. 

Mr.  WAIiKER. — Is  it  not  new  business  to 
take  this  recommittal  to-night  ?  I  should  say 
distinctly  it  is  new  business  to  move  that  you 
do  leave  the  chair  to  recommit  a  BiU  at  the 
hour  of  eight  minutes  to  one  o'clock  a.m. 

Mr.  SEDDON. — Before  you  give  your  ruling 
on  that  point.  Sir,  I  am  aware,  after  looking 
up  the  matter,  that  the  ruling,  under  ordi- 
nary circumstances,  would  be  given  against 
the  contention  of  the  honourable  member  for 
Ashburton ;  but  when  it  is  the  intention  of 
the  Premier  to  reverse  the  conclusion  arrived 
at  yesterday  it  somewhat  alters  the  circum- 
stances. If  the  question  had  arisen  while  mem- 
bers were  discussing  the  Bill  there  would  not 
have  been  the  same  contention ;  but  the  con- 
clusion was  arrived  at  yesterday,  and  a  large 
number  of  members  were  then  present  who 
may  not  know  that  it  was  the  intention  of  the 
Government  to  recommit  the  Bill  for  the  pur- 
pose of  considering  these  specific  words. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN.  — I  would  bring  under 
your  notice.  Sir,  that  the  Premier  distinctly 
expressed  his  intention  yesterday  to  move  for 
the  recommital  of  the  Bill. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— This  is  a  motion  on  the 
report  of  the  Bill,  and  merely  extends  the  time 
for  the  consideration  of  the  business  that  has 
been  under  consideration,  and  does  not  involve 
calling  on   an  order  after  half -past  twelve. 


With  regard  to  the  question  of  the  third  read- 
ing, I  would  hold  that  that  is  new  busineBS^ 
unless  it  were  a  Bill  of  an  urgent  nature,  which 
might  be  passed  through  more  than  one  of  its 
stages  at  a  sitting  ;  but  the  recommittal  of  th» 
Bill  for  the  reconsideration  of  this  clause,  I 
bold,  is  not  new  business. 

Mr.  WALKER.— Will  the  Oovemment  listen 
to  an  appeal 

Major  ATKINSON.— To  reason. 

Mr.  WALKER.— In  the  early  part  of  the 
sitting  to-day  this  Bill  was  committed,  and 
the  Railway  Boatds  Bill  was  also  committed, 
and  it  was  understood  we  were  to  go  through 
both.  I  do  not  think  it  was  understood  that 
we  were  ^oing  to  recommit  the  Representation 
Bill  to-night,  and  I  think  many  honourable 
members  have  gone  away  on  the  understanding 
that  that  would  not  take  place.  Therefore  I 
appeal  to  the  Premier  to  allow  this  matter  to- 
stand  over  till  to-morrow.  Let  him  sit  M 
hours  of  the  night  to  do  the  business  of  the 
House;  but,  in  all  fairness,  let  the  Repre- 
sentation Bill  stand  over  till  to-morrow. 

Mr.  W.  D.  STEWART.— This  proposal  of  the 
Premier's  is  a  vital  question  underlying  the 
whole  consideration  of  this  BiU ;  and  I  think  it 
is  extremely  desirable,  if  not  strictly  in  accord- 
ance with  the  Standing  Orders,  that  member^ 
of  this  House  should  have  a  full  opportunity  of 
considering  the  important  question  contained 
in  the  proposal  of  the  honourable  member.  It 
is  very  well  known  that  I  have  supported  the 
reduction  of  members  ;  and  I  have  even  voted 
in  favour  of  a  larger  reduction  than  the  Govern- 
ment have  carries  in  this  Bill.  I  was  opposed 
to  any  increase  over  seventy,  and  voted  against 
any  such  increase.  The  object  of  this  amend- 
ment is  this  :  A  feeling  was  entertained  that,  if 
this  amendment  were  not  carried,  the  Bill,  being 
passed  this  session  for  some  reason  which  haa 
not  been  explained,  might  be  held  in  Urrorsm 
over  this  House  during  the  next  three  years ; 
and,  with  a  view  of  obviating  that  feeling  and, 
so  to  speak,  of  getting  rid  of  it,  it  was  proposed 
that  this  Bill  should  practically  remain  in- 
operative until  Parliament  expires  by  effluxion 
of  time.  I  felt  that  might  be  open  to  some 
misconstruction  and  injustice,  and  that  if  this 
Parliament  were  dissolved  a  week  or  a  day 
before  the  full  three  years  for  which  we  have 
been  elected  a  wrong  might  bo  done,  because 
this  Bill  would  become  nugatory.  With  a  view 
of  obviating  these  results,  this  amendment 
was  proposed  by  me,  that,  at  all  events,  this 
House  sliould  have  something  like  a  feeling  of 
independence  in  regard  £o  the  forcing  of  a 
dissolution  during  the  next  two  sessions.  I 
thought  that  no  elections  would  take  place 
under  the  existing  law,  seeing  that  the  House 
would  have  passed  a  Bill  reducing  the  number 
of  members  to  seventy-four,  and  that  no 
Government  would  venture  to  advise  a  dis- 
solution before,  at  all  events,  the  8th  October, 
1889 ;  otherwise  there  would  be  a  very  serious 
wrong  done,  because  the  new  elections  would 
have  to  take  place  under  the  existing  law.  I 
am  aware  that  in  this  House  there  are  some 
members  who  feel  that  there  should  be  no  dis- 
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solation  of  this  Parliament,  but  that  Parlia- 
ment  should  be  allowed  to  run  its  full  course, 
and  that  we  should  fight  out  our  troubles  in  the 
best  way  we  can,  and  tliat  the  Governor  should 
not  grant  a  dissolution  unless  some  unforeseen 
oircumstances  arose.  But  what  was  felt  was 
this :  that  this  amendment,  so  important  in 
its  oonsequences,  and  so  perfectly  clear  and  in- 
telligible, should  be  inserted  in  the  Bill  with 
a  Tiew  of  preventing  what  may  be  termed 
this  arbitrary  right  of  advising  His  Excellency 
to  ^rant  a  dissolution.  Yesterday,  by  a  fair 
majority,  this  amendment  was  carried ;  and 
I  understand  that  the  opinions  of  honourable 
members  of  this  House  have  in  no  way  altered 
on  this  important  question,  and  that  there  is 
still  a  majority  in  the  House  in  favour  of  the 
amendment. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN.— Put  it  to  the  vote. 

Mr.  W.  D.  STEWART.— We  know  that  the 
member  for  the  Wairarapa  only  votes  in  one 
direction.  The  honourable  gentleman  knows 
what  it  means  to  say,  "  Put  it  to  the  vote ; " 
but  I  appeal  to  those  members  who  voted  with 
me  after  full  consideration  and  discussion  of 
the  proposal,  who  gave  their  votes  in  favour  of 
the  amendment — 1  appeal  to  those  honourable 
members  to  vote  against  the  recommittal  of 
the  Bill.  It  would  be  wrong  to  give  a  re- 
versal of  the  decision  which  we  came  to  yes- 
terday, and  it  would  be  a  weakness  on  the 
part  of  those  members  to  recede  from  the 
position  which  they  then  took  up.  I  know  that, 
as  a  matter  of  fact,  several  honourable  gentle- 
men came  to  me  and  urged  me  to  propose  this 
amendment,  declaring  that  they  would  support 
me  ;  and  yet,  because  the  Premier  took  up  a 
certain  position  in  regard  to  the  matter,  and 
told  them  that  he  would  abandon  the  Bill, 
those  persons  then  said  that,  owing  to  the 
opinions  which  the  Premier  had  expressed, 
they  would  not  vote  with  me.  To  those  honour- 
able gentlemen  I  have  nothing  to  say;  but  to 
the  other  honourable  members  who  did  vote 
with  me  I  say  that  I  fail  to  see  that  any  inti- 
mation from  the  Premier  as  to  the  consequences 
of  their  vote  relieves  them  from  the  duty 
which  they  are  in  honour  bound  to  perform. 
I  say  that,  as  a  matter  of  honour  and  justice, 
they  are  bound  to  stand  up  for  the  amendment 
on  the  present  occasion,  let  the  consequences 
b«  what  they  may.  I  shall  therefore  submit 
that  it  would  not  be  fair  on  the  part  of  those 
honourable  gentlemen  to  vote  for  this  House 
leversing  the  decision  it  gave  last  night.  I 
shall  not  detain  the  House,  beyond  saying  this : 
that  I  feel  that  the  House  deliberately  came 
to  the  conclusion  that  it  was  not  wise  that  such 
a  power  as  is  contained  in  the  clause  should  bo 
given  to  the  Government;  and  I  submit  that 
members  who  urged  me  to  move  that  amend- 
ment, and  who,  after  full  debate,  voted  with 
me,  should  not  on  the  present  occasion  desert 
me.  I  say  that  such  conduct  would  be  an 
injostioe  to  me  and  a  wrong  to  the  country. 

Major  ATKINSON.— Hear,  hear. 

Mr.  W.  D.  STEWART.- 1  do  not  know  what 
the  honourable  gentleman  means  by  '*  Hear, 
bear." 

Toil.  LIZ.-1& 


Major  ATKINSON.  —  An  injustice  to  the 
honourable  gentleman  I 

Mr.  W.  D.  STEWART.  —  Yes.  I  say  that 
those  honourable  members  who  came  forward 
and  urged  me  to  propose  the  amendment  are, 
in  loyalty,  honourably  bound  to  support  me  on 
the  present  occasion.  The  honourable  member 
knows  that. 

Mr.  M.  J.  S.  MACKENZIE.  —  Who  were 
they? 

Mr.  W.  D.  STEWART.  —  I  am  not  called 
upon  to  name  any  honourable  members  in  this 
House,  and  I  am  not  going  to  institute  such 
distinctions ;  but  I  say  that  those  honourable 
members  who  supported  me  when  I  proposed 
that  amendment  should  support  me  on  the 
present  occasion.  The  matter  was  fully  dis- 
cussed, and  the  vote  was  deliberately  given; 
and  I  do  not  think  it  is  the  duty  of  this  House 
to  reverse  its  decision  in  consequence  of  any- 
thing that  may  have  been  said  by  the  Premier 
to  honourable  members — of  any  threat  that  ha 
will  take  a  certain  course — although  I  do  not 
know  what  it  is. 

An  Hon.  Member. — He  says  he  will  resign. 

Mr.  W.  D.  STEWART.— 1  do  not  know  any- 
thing  about  that.  I  have  looked  on  this  as  not 
being  a  party  question  in  any  sense  of  the  term, 
or  as  "  hostile  "  in  the  ordinary  sense  of  the 
term.  There  was  no  intention  on  my  part  of 
that  kind.  A  number  of  honourable  members 
who  supported  it  are  generally  recognised  as 
Government  supporters,  and  I  cannot  conceive 
why  those  honourable  gentlemen  should  be 
called  upon  to  put  their  consciences  into  their 
pockets  and  vote  contrary  to  what  they  think. 
A  more  improper  power  to  put  into  the  hands 
of  the  Government  I  cannot  conceive.  Honour- 
able members  deliberately  decided  the  matter, 
and  I  do  not  see  why  they  should  be  called 
upon  to  reverse  their  votes  without  any  ex- 
planation ;  because  no  explanation  has  been 
given  to  justify  such  a  course.  As  I  say,  the 
amendment  was  not  moved  in  any  hostile  spirit 
to  the  Government.  The  Premier  did  not 
seem  in  very  good  health  last  evening,  and  took 
the  vote  in  a  wrong  light ;  I  will  not  say  he  lost 
his  temper,  but  I  must  confess  that  he  took  it 
in  a  light  which  could  not  have  been  expected ; 
and  I  say  that  it  is  improper  and  unfair  to  this 
House  and  the  country  that  those  honourable 
gentlemen  who  supported  me  last  night  should 
not  support  me  now. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN.— The  honourable  gentle- 
man who  has  spoken  has  attempted  to  read  a 
lecture  to  certain  honourable  members  who 
happened  to  vote  in  the  direction  which  he 
indicated  last  evening  owing  to  a  misappre- 
hension, and  who  may  not  be  inclined  to  follow 
him  this  evening. 

Mr.  W.  D.  STEWART.— They  do  not  require 
yon  to  defend  them. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN.— I  believe  the  honourable 
gentleman  is  quite  right  in  that ;  but  I  have 
got  up  to  say  this :  that  a  lecture  upon  con- 
sistency comes  with  very  bad  grace  from  that 
honourable  gentleman,  especially  after  the 
course  he  has  eulopted  with  regard  to  this  Bill. 
Itast  night  when  the  Bill  was  before  the  House 
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he  told  us  that  he  voted  ngainst  the  Bill  last 
session,  but  that  now  he  is  in  favoui  of  a 
reduction  of  members,  because  his  constituents 
have  demanded  it.  In  other  words,  he  has 
just  done  what  he  accuses  those  honourable 
gentlemen  of  intending  to  do — ho  has  put  his 
opinions  in  his  pockets  because  his  constitu- 
ents have  ordered  him  to  do  so,  although  he 
now  deprecates  the  same  course  being  token 
by  other  honourable  members  on  the  demand 
of  the  Premier.  With  regard  to  my  vote  upon 
this  Bill,  I  can  only  say  that  it  would  be  well 
for  the  honourable  gentleman  if  he  could  give 
as  consistent  a  vote  as  I  have  done. 

Mr.  STUART-MBNTEATH.— I  do  not  in- 
tend to  detain  the  House  at  any  length  in  con- 
nection with  this  subject,  but  I  wish  to  explain 
my  line  of  action  in  regard  to  the  matter.  Kow, 
I  feel  that  the  question  which  has  occupied  our 
Attention  during  the  lost  few  days  is  one  of 
great  importance,  perhaps  one  of  the  greatest 
importance  that  could  come  before  us,  and  I  feel 
a  very  great  sense  of  responsibility  to  my  con- 
stituents in  this  matter.  I  feel  that  in  passing 
such  a  measure  as  this  without  an  amendment 
of  the  character  of  that  which  I  proposed  but 
which  was  rejected,  or  without  an  amendment 
such  as  that  carried  by  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Dunedin  West,  a  great  and  unconstitu- 
tional power  was  being  placed  in  the  hands 
of  the  Government.  I  felt  that  when  the 
Bill  first  came  up  for  its  second  reading,  and 
when  it  went  into  Committee,  we  were  asked 
to  place  a  dangcrou.s  power  —  none  can  bo 
more  dangerous — in  the  hands  of  the  Uovem- 
ment;  and,  though  I  approve  of  the  main 
features  of  the  policy  of  the  Government,  as 
announced  to  us  during  the  present  session, 
there  are  yet  many  matters  which  are  to  be  loft 
over  for  consideration  during  next  session ;  and 
I  feel  very  great  doubt,  until  I  am  fully  aware 
of  the  direction  in  which  the  honourable  mem- 
bers on  those  benches  are  going,  about  the 
expediency  of  intrusting  them  with  this  enor- 
mous power  for  good  or  evil  over  the  destinies 
of  this  House  for  the  next  three  years  which 
they  will  have  if  this  amendment  be  not  made. 
That  is  my  feeling ;  and  I  spoke  very  much  to 
the  same  effect  when  addressing  the  House  on 
the  second  reading  of  the  Bill ;  and  I  clearly 
indicated  that  when  it  went  into  Committee  I 
should  take  some  step  of  hostility  in  reference 
to  that  particular  part  of  the  Bill  to  which 
I  am  alluding.  When  the  Bill  was  in  Com- 
mittee the  honourable  member  in  charge  of  it 
— the  Premier — announced  to  several  of  his 
Bupporters  that  they  were  perfectly  free  to  vote 
on  this  Bill  as  they  liked.  Up  to  the  time 
the  honourable  member  for  Dunedin  West 
moved  his  amendment,  in  fact,  nobody  knew 
that  this  question  was  to  be  treated  as  a  Minis- 
terial question. 

Hon.  Members.— "Yos."  "No." 
Mr.  SXUAHT-MENTEATH.— I  wiU  not  say 
that  nobody  know  it ;  but  I  will  say  that  I  did 
not  know  it.  Then,  when  the  amendment 
was  moved,  I  think  the  Premier  said  that  he 
would,  if  it  were  carried,  drop  the  Bill.  W'ell, 
«ven  then,  accustomed  as  we  are  to  seo  Bills 
Jfr.  Buchanan 


dropped  in  this  House  without  it  involving  con- 
sequences .to  the  Government  so  serious  b> 
this  would  appear  to  involve,  I  bad  no  reason 
to  suppose  that  the  carrying  of  this,  in  my 
opinion,  beneficial  amendment  could  possibly 
involve  the  existence  of  the  Government.  The 
Bill  was  introduced  in  a  very  short  speech,  and 
we  had  no  indication  given  to  us  of  any  such 
vital  principle  being  contained  in  it  as  appears 
to  lurk  in  it.  When  the  amendment  was 
moved  we  were  told  that  the  Bill  was  to  be 
dropped  if  the  amendment  wore  carried ;  bat 
that  did  not  seem  to  me  to  involve  much.  I 
know  that  in  previous  sessions,  during  which 
the  honourable  gentleman  who  is  now  at  the 
head  of  the  Government  led  the  House,  more 
Bills  were  dropped  than  wore  carried  through. 
In  1883  the  constant  accusation  was  that  he 
brought  down  Bills,  pushed  them  through  some 
of  their  stages,  and  then  threw  them  into  the 
waste-paper  basket.  Those  previous  tactics  of 
the  honourable  gentleman  led  one  to  suppose 
that  if  the  honourable  gentlemaji  were  met  by 
an  adverse  vote  with  regard  to  a  clause  of 
the  Bill  at  such  a  critical  period  as  this  an 
opportunity  would  be  token  to  throw  the  Bill 
into  the  waste-paper  basket.  Now  let  us  look 
at  the  Bill  and  at  this  pajticular  clause.  The 
Bill  is  part  of  a  scheme  of  retrenchment — a 
part  which,  I  must  confess,  I  do  not  i-egard  as 
at  all  likely  to  effect  retrenchment  for  some 
time  to  come.  The  Bill  docs  not  come  into 
force  for  three  years.  It  cannot  come  into 
force  for  three  years  if  Parliament  runs  its 
normal  course ;  and  if  Parliament  does  not 
run  its  normal  course  the  Bill  will  be  open  to 
grave  abuse.  I  say,  then,  that  up  to  the  time 
the  division  was  taken  on  this  amendment 
those  who  were  supporting  the  Government 
were  led  into  placing  themselves  in  what  has 
since  appeared  to  be  a  false  position.  Im- 
mediately after  tho  amendment  was  carried 
the  adjournment  of  the  House  was  moved,  and 
wo  were  told  that  the  Government  were  going 
to  consider  their  position,  and  that  if  leave 
to  recommit  the  Bill  was  refused  they  would 
resign.  Then  I  had  to  consider  what  course  I 
would  take.  I  felt  that  I  was  at  liberty  to  ac- 
cuse the  Government  of  great  mismanagement 
in  the  conduct  of  public  business.  And  I  felt 
also  that  I  was  called  upon,  if  I  submitted  to 
the  passing  of  the  measure  in  its  present  form, 
to  do  that  which  I  consider  very  dangerous  to 
the  future  well-being  not  only  of  my  constitu- 
ents, but  of  the  colony.  On  the  other  hand,  we 
have  assembled  here,  at  a  very  critical  period  in 
the  history  of  the  colony,  to  push  through  cer- 
tain reforms  in  a  very  limited  period  of  time ; 
and  I  have  every  reason  to  believe  tliat  those 
hoDOU|;able  gentlemen  who  occupy  tho  Govern- 
ment benches  are  the  best  fitted  to  perform  the 
duty  which  the  country  requires  to  be  performed 
at  the  present  time.  I  had  to  weigh  in  the 
balance  tho  importance  of  these  questions — 
the  importance  of  the  passing  of  the  Repre- 
sentation Bill  as  against  the  importance  of 
carrying  out  measures  for  which  the  coun- 
try is  crying.  So  for  as  they  wore  disclosed 
by  the  Financial  Statement,  I  believe  those 
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measores  have  met  with  the  approval  of  the 
«ouiitiy ;  and  therefore  I  feel  that  I  have  to 
choose  between  two  evils,  and  I  think  that  I 
■hall  best  consult  the  interests  of  the  oouatry 
if  I  choose  what  I  deem  to  be,  after  careful 
ooneideratioD,  the  lesser  of  the  two.  I  propose, 
therefore,  to  take  the  coarse  of  walking  out  of 
the  House  and  not  voting  at  all  upon  this 
question.  Now,  I  should  Like  to  say  this:  I 
consider  that,  wittingly  or  unwittingly,  the 
GoTemment,  in  forcing  this  measure  through 
in  its  present  shape,  have  taken  a  step  which 
must  strain  the  allegiance  of  the  thinking  men 
of  their  party.  I  am  prepared,  for  the  reasons 
I  have  given  and  in  the  critical  condition  of 
the  country  which  I  have  already  spoken  of, 
to  support  them ;  but,  although  I  am  pre- 
pared to  do  that  at  the  present  time,  I  must 
say  that  many  raoro  —  one  or  two  more  such 
strains  upon  my  allegiance  will  be  more  than 
I  can  stand.  I  think  that,  if  a  Government 
will  force  through  the  House  this  measure, 
an  unconstitutional  measure,  a  measure  which 
is  calculated  to  give  them  power  which  is  un- 
constitutional, and  which  they  have  not  yet 
shown  their  fitness  to  use,  such  a  Govern- 
ment has,  I  say,  gone  far  towards  forfeit- 
ing the  confidence  of  its  followers  by  so 
doing.  I  say  it  is  most  unseemly  to  see  a 
Government,  daring  a  critical  time  in  the  his- 
tory of  the  country,  when  so  little  time  is  left 
before  the  close  of  the  session,  and  we  have 
so  many  more  measures  for  which  the  country 
is  calling,  straining  every  nerve  to  pass  a  mea- 
sure which  does — what?  —  which  practically 
assures  them  their  seats  upon  those  benches 
for  three  years.  There  can  be  no  denying  it, 
that  the  effect  of  this  measure  will  go  largely  in 
that  direction ;  and  I  repeat  that  it  is  a  most 
nnseemly  thing  to  see  a  Government  forcing  on 
that  which,  whether  rightly  or  wrongly,  may 
be  interpreted  to  be  a  measure  passed  to  build 
np  their  position,  at  a  time  when  the  country  is 
so  much  in  need  of  more  important  measures. 
Now,  I  know  that  those  who  adopt  an  in- 
dependent tone  in  this  House  are  subjected 
to  all  sorts  of  criticism  and  all  kinds  of 
abuse.  Motives  are  attributed  to  them,  and 
the  Ministerial  Press  starts  out  upon  a 
mission  to  villify  them.  There  are  those  in 
this  House  who  will  endeavour  to  discharge 
their  duty,  those  who  belong  to  no  party  in 
this  House,  who  are  independent  of  party,  and 
tvho  are  prepared  to  do  what  is  right  in  the 
interests  of  the  colony.  I  say  there  are  men 
in  this  House  who  will  not  be  deterred  by  the 
abuse  of  the  Ministerial  organs,  and  who  will 
not  be  drawn  from  the  path  of  duty  by  the 
flattery  of  the  Opposition,  but  will  proceed 
to  do  only  what  they  conceive  to  bo  in  the  in- 
terests of  their  constituents  and  of  the  coun- 
try ;  and  who,  when  they  sea  party  "  moves  " 
which  they  think  to  be  unworthy  of  the  party 
they  are  supporting,  will  openly  and  without 
fear  or  favour  express  their  views,  no  matter 
what  effect  their  so  doing  may  have  upon  their 
position  in  the  House. 

Dr.  PITCHETT.— The  honourable  member 
who  has  just  sat  down  has  pointed  oat  with 


such  force  and  clearness  both  the  unconstitu- 
tional nature  and  the  pernicious  influence  ol 
the  power  which  the  Government  propose  to 
confer  upon  themselves  by  this  Bill  that  I 
marvel  that  he  can  find  these  lighter  in  the 
balance  than  the  maintenance  of  a  party  in 
power.  Surely  it  is  not  sufficient  that  a 
Minister  shall  stand  up  and  say,  "  If  you  do 
not  support  me  I  will  resign."  Surely  a  duty 
devolves  upon  even  a  Government  supporter, 
when  such  a  threat  is  held  before  him,  to  ask 
whether  it  is  reasonable,  or  whether  any  great 
principle  is  involved.  Is  the  Premier,  in  a 
mere  fit  of  petulance — in  a  mere  fit  of  temper 
— to  command  the  adherence  of  every  nominal 
supporter  to  any  unconstitutional  measure  he 
may  propose,  by  a  threat  such  as  that?  I  think 
the  honourable  member  for  Te  Aro  scarcely 
weighed  this,  and  is  scarcely  wise  now  when  he 
announces  his  intention  of  retracing  the  step 
ha  took  after  careful  consideration  yesterday — 
a  step  the  reasons  for  which  he  has  put  so 
clearly  again  to-night.  I  really  cannot  under- 
stand it.  It  is,  of  coarse,  a  matter  for  him- 
self ;  but  I  hope  I  shall  never  be  long  enough 
in  Parliament  to  sacrifice  my  judgment  on  the 
altar  of  party  politics  in  a  way  like  that. 
But,  leaving  that  branch  of  the  subject,  and 
coming  to  the  motion  now  before  the  House,  I 
would  urge  the  Premier  to  lay  to  heart  what 
the  honourable  gentleman  who  has  last  spoken 
has  said  as  to  the  strain  he  puts  upon  the 
allegiance  of  his  followers  by  the  extraordi- 
narily arrogant  tone  he  assumes  in  forcing  this 
recommittal  of  the  Bill. 

Mr.  FISHER.  — We  shall  not  lay  that  to 
heart. 

Dr.  PITCHETT.— I  am  speaking  to  the  Pre- 
mier, and  not  to  the  Minister  of  Education 
now.  Speaking  to  the  motion,  I  ask,  is  it  wise 
of  the  Premier,  for  his  own  sake,  to  put  so 
grievous  a  strain  upon  the  allegiance  of  his 
followers  as  be  is  doing  in  pressing  for  the 
recommittal  of  this  Bill  to-night?  Last  night 
the  thing  was  discussed  exhaustively,  and  a 
division  was  taken  upon  it  in  a  full  House; 
and  now,  at  this  hour  of  the  morning  and  in  a 
very  thin  House,  an  attempt  is  made  to  force 
the  measure  on  again  so  that  the  deliberate 
judgment  of  the  House  and  of  many  of  his 
own  supporters  may  be  reversed.  You  already, 
I  believe.  Sir,  have  ruled  that  it  is  compe- 
tent for  the  honourable  member  to  move  this 
now.  I  am  sorry  that  I  was  not  in  the  House 
when  the  question  was  raised,  because  I  should 
have  submitted  for  your  consideration  certain 
authorities  in  May  to  show,  at  all  events,  that 
this  is  not  the  usual  practice  in  the  English 
House  of  Commons.  I  ask,  is  it  reasonable, 
seeing  we  have  no  assurance  that  the  honour- 
able members  who  voted  last  night  are  here 
now — is  it  reasonable  that,  with  a  thin  House,  at 
so  absurdly  late  an  hour,  and  without  any  prior 
notice,  we  should  be  called  upon  to  reverse  a 
previous  decision  ?  I  will  not  take  upon  myself 
the  responsibility  of  moving  an  amendment, 
but  X  trust  that  some  honourable  member  who 
will  follow  me  will  do  so.  One  word  before  I 
sit  down.    I  merely  wish  to  say  this,  because. 
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'what  I  say  now  will  be  teported :  that  I  have 
always  supported  the  reduction  of  the  number 
of  members,  and  I  have  supported  a  greater 
reduction  than  this  which  Jhlinisters  propose; 
bat  I  have  also  supported  the  amendment  of 
the  honourable  member  for  Dunedin  West,  for 
the  reason  so  ably  pointed  out  by  the  honour- 
able member  for  Te  Aro — that  it  does  put  in 
the  hands  of  the  Government  an  unconstitu- 
tional power,  which  will  enable  them  to 
threaten  the  Opposition  and  their  own  sup- 
porters, and  secure  their  retention  of  office. 

Mr.  W.  P.  REEVES.— The  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Te  Aro  appears  to  me  to  resemble  a  sign- 
post on  a  roadside :  he  points  with  perfect  ac- 
curacy the  way  which  one  should  follow,  but 
does  not  travel  in  that  direction  himself.  The 
hoDooiable  gentleman  has  made  a  very  excel- 
lent speech,  and  has  said  what  we  have  all 
felt;  but,  unfortunately,  he  has  accepted  the 
snub,  he  has  taken  the  slap  in  the  face,  he 
has  cringed  under  the  whip :  after  which  he 
tells  us  that,  if  these  insults  and  indignities 
are  put  upon  him  often  enough,  the  time  may 
come  when  he  will  resent  them.  He  says  he 
hae  been  knocked  down  this  time,  and  if  he 
is  starnck  once  or  twice  more  he  will  get  up  at 
some  future  day.  I  was  very  sorry  to  hear  a 
gentleman  of  the  character  and  attainments 
of  the  honourable  member  for  Te  Aro  adopt 
such  an  unworthy  position.  This  is  a  specimen 
of  the  freedom  of  discussion  we  are  so  often 
promised.  This  is  a  specimen  of  our  liberty 
and  independence  of  judgment.  How  often 
have  we  been  told  that  when  the  principle  of 
a  Bill  has  been  affirmed  the  fullest  liberty  is 
allowed  in  Committee  I  The  principle  of  this 
Bill  was  carried.  It  was  not  opposed  by  many 
of  OS  who  wished  to  affirm  the  principle  that 
there  should  be  a  reasonable  reduction  in  the 
number  of  members ;  but  when  we  get  into 
Committee  an  exceedingly  sensible,  proper, 
and  constitutional  amendxnent  is  proposed, 
and  then  suddenly  the  Premier  turns  round 
and  tramples  on  the  House  in  this  way.  I 
ask,  is  this  a  House  of  Kepresentatives  or  a 
house  of  correction  ?  Is  it  a  Parliament  or  is 
it  a  penitentiary  ?  Is  this  a  ruling  Legislature 
or  a  village  school  ?  Because  it  seems  to  me 
that  the  extraordinary  rules  and  discipline 
that  are  maintained  in  this  House  are  such  as 
to  lower  it  to  the  level  of  an  establishment 
such  as  I  have  mentioned.  I  think  it  is 
most  painful  to  see  grown  men  frightened 
and  reduced  to  the  position  of  crouching  child- 
ren in  the  way  the  honourable  members  for 
Te  Aro,  Moiuit  Ida,  and  Thomdon  have  been 
terrified  and  frightened.  Sir,  how  will  the 
Premier  tyrannize  over  these  men,  how  will 
he  despise  them,  in  the  future  I  Is  there  any 
indignity  that  he  will  hesitate  to  heap  upon 
them  in  the  future,  now  that  they  have  taken 
their  punishment  and  sit  under  his  yoke?  I 
think  a  worse  lot  will  be  theirs  in  the  future. 
I  am  sorry  for  the  honourable  member  for 
Mount  Ida, — a  gentleman  who  occupied  a  very 
prominent  position  in  the  country  a  few 
months  ago, — that  he  should  descend  to  the 
servile  position  he  now  occupies.  I  am  sorry 
Dr.  FitcheU 


for  the  treatment  he  will  get.  We  know  the 
Premier.  We  know  how  the  honourable  gentle- 
man treats  men  when  he  thoroughly  gets 
their  measure ;  and  he  has  thoroughly  got  the 
measure  of  those  honourable  gentlemen  over 
there  now.  Well,  I  pity  the  honourable  gentle- 
men, and  I  congratulate  the  Premier.  He  has 
put  the  screw  on  very  successfully,  and  I  sup- 
pose that  he  laughs  now;  and  he  may  well 
laugh.  The  honourable  member  for  Port 
Chalmers  amused  the  House,  I  am  told,  a 
little  while  ago  by  quoting  a  nursery  rhyme 
at  my  expense  with  regard  to  my  relations 
with  Sir  Julius  Vogel.  Sir,  the  honourable 
gentleman  had  better  talk  about  something 
he  knows  a  Uttle  of.  If  be  knew  what  my 
relations  with  Sir  Julius  Vogel  have  been  for 
the  last  four  or  five  years  he  would  have 
done  anything  rather  than  quote  the  peculiar 
rhyme  he  inilicted  on  the  House.  But,  as 
nursery  rhymes  are  in  vogue  to-night,  I  should 
like  to  close  my  brief  remarks  with  one.  I  can 
conceive  the  Premier  singing  of  the  honour- 
able member  for  Mount  Ida,  who  knocked  the 
honourable  gentleman  down  yesterday,  and 
picked  him  up  to-day  so  obediently,  somewhat 
like  this : — 

Who  picked  me  up  whene'er  I  fell. 
And  KlsBed  the  place  and  made  it  well  ? 
My  Scoble. 

Mr.  M.  J.  S.  MACKENZIE.— Mr.  Speaker,  I 
have  listened  to-night  to  the  speech  of  the 
honourable  gentleman  who  has  just  sat  down 
with  some  degree  of  amusement.  It  is  perhaps 
an  unfortunate  thing  that  individuals  can 
sometimes  be  most  amused  where  there  is  the 
greatest  lack  of  good  taste,  as  was  manifest  in 
the  few  remarks  which  that  honourable  gentle- 
man made  to-night.  Perhaps  I  ought  to  com- 
plain of  the  presence  of  an  unseemly  levity 
rather  than  of  the  lack  of  taste.  However, 
he  is  quite  young  to  this  House,  is  now  in 
a  phase  of  political  life  we  have  all  passed 
through,  and  after  he  has  a  little  more  ex- 
perience he  will  leam  that  gravity  is  occa- 
sionally not  unbecoming  in  a  politician.  So 
much  for  the  honourable  gentleman's  tone.  I 
have  only  to  say  one  word  with  regard  to  the 
remarks  that  he  made  about  certain  of  us.  I 
think  he  likened  myself  and  some  others  to 
crouching  children  who  were  frightened  at 
something  or  other. 

An  Hon.  Membkb. — ^The  Premier. 

Mr.  M.  J.  S.  MACKENZIE.— Quite  so.  Now, 
we  are  frightened;  and,  as  some  honourable 
members  do  not  know  what  we  are  afraid  of,  I 
propose  to  tell  them.  There  should  not  be  any 
mystery  about  it  after  the  last  three  years,  but 
within  the  compass  of  a  very  few  minutes  I  will 
tell  them  all  about  it.  I  was  one  of  those  who 
voted  with  the  honourable  member  for  Dunedin 
West  last  night,  because  I  thought  then,  as  X 
think  now,  that,  taken  per  <«,  the  amendment 
was  a  very  proper  one,  and  would  do  no  harm. 
On  precisely  the  same  grounds  I  should  vote  for 
it  again.  But  it  so  happened  that  the  Govern- 
ment, most  injudiciously  and  unnecessarily  in 
my  opinion,  made  the  amendment  a  Crovem- 
ment  question.    Their  determination  was  not, 
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«t  the  time,  kno-wn  to  ns,  or,  as  I  find,  even  to 
their  own  whips.  Bat,  having  made  it  a  Go- 
vermnent  question,  and  after  discovering  they 
had  done  so,  and  that  they  were  determined, 
rightly  or  vnongly,  resolutely  to  stand  by  it, 
we  bad  to  take  a  choice — namely,  whether 
we  should  leave  the  Government  in  the  posses- 
sion ol  a  weapon  of  considerable  power  over 
the  House  in  the  matter  of  a  dissolution,  or 
trust  the  control  of  public  affairs  in  the  hands  of 
some  honourable  gentlemen  who  have  so  disas- 
troosly  signalised  themselves  in  the  past.  Re- 
garding that  power,  I  do  not  go  so  far  as  the 
honourable  member  for  Te  Aro,  or  think  it  con- 
tains the  evil  that  he  does ;  but  the  choice  was 
whether  we  would  leave  the  Government  in 
possession  of  that  power  for  good  or  for  evil, 
or  whether,  looking  to  the  attitude  they  had 
assumed,  we  were  to  break  up  a  Government 
which  is  now  carrying  out  a  very  difficult  and, 
I  hope,  a  very  good  policy  for  this  country, 
and  put  in  their  place — -whom,  Sir?  why,  a  set 
of  men,  a  part  of  a  set  of  politicians  whose 
whole  career,  for  the  past  three  years,  has  been 
an  infraction  of  every  sound  principle  of  poli- 
tics, who  have  honeycombed  the  country  with 
political  corruption  and  demoralisation — that  is 
what  we  are  afraid  of.  I  make  no  imputations 
against  any  honourable  member ;  but,  when 
honourable  gentlemen  get  up  and  say  that  I 
am  afraid  of  any  man  or  set  of  men,  they 
wre  saying  things  they  can  scarcely  believe  to 
be  true.  I  axa  afraid  of  persons  getting  into 
power  from  that  side  of  the  House  who  would 
carry  out  a  policy  that  would  be  disastrous  to 
the  country.  Beyond  that,  I  think  the  amend- 
ment of  the  honourable  member  for  Dunedin 
West  was  a  proper  one.  But,  after  all,  it  is 
a  comparatively  small  matter.  If  I  chose  to 
vote  for  the  amendment  I  should  do  so;  but 
I  do  not  choose  to  do  so,  and  shall  go  out 
of  the  House,  so  as  not  to  embarrass  a  Govern- 
ment that,  having  taken  this  stand,  are  other- 
wise doing  the  work  which  the  country  has 
demanded,  and  which  is  about  to  be,  I  hope, 
snccessfully  and  carefully  performed. 

Mr.  MOSS. — I  was  not  m  the  House  when  this 
vote  took  place  last  night.  I  waited  until  two 
o'clock  in  the  morning,  and  then,  finding  my- 
self voting  with  a  small  minority  against  the 
Government  on  a  qnestion  connected  with  this 
Bill,  I  thought  I  might  as  well  go  into  the 
library  and  finish  some  important  correspond- 
ence. Therefore  I  was  not  here  when  the  vote 
took  place,  and  I  had  not  the  slightest  idea 
of  such  a  vote  being  contemplated.  As  soon 
.  as  I  found  that  the  House  hiui  suddenly  tid- 
joumed  I  mentioned  to  honourable  members 
that  had  I  been  in  the  House  I  should  certainly 
have  voted  for  the  Qovenunenton  this  occasion. 
When  I  repeated  this  to-day  the  honourable 
member  for  Dunedin  South  was  kind  enough  to 
favour  me  with  a  little  of  that  mighty-mouthed 
oratory  which  pours  from  him  in  such  a  full 
stream  when  he  is  in  the  humour  to  favour  us 
with  it.  If  he  were  now  here  I  should  ask  him 
not  to  think  me  likely  to  be  influenced  by  any- 
thing of  that  kind.  I  should  have  voted  against 
the  amendment  last  night  for  the  simple  reason 


that  I  did  not  see  the  danger  which  struck  some 
other  honourable  gentlemen.  Supposing  the 
threat  of  dissolution  to  be  held  over  us,  what 
would  happen  ?  We  should  practically  reduce 
the  House  to  seventy  members,  and  bring  the 
Act  into  immediate  operation.  In  these  days  it 
must  also  be  evident  that  Ministers'  own  seats 
are  not  so  safe  that  they  can  look  at  a  dissolu- 
tion with  more  unconcern  than  other  members. 
If  the  House  is  to  be  reduced  to  seventy  mem- 
bers— and  I  am  bound  to  say  that,  so  far  as  I  am 
concerned,  I  am  only  representing  the  opinion 
of  my  constituents  and  my  own  when  I  say  I 
have  a  very  strong  desire  to  have  the  House  re- 
duced to  seventy  members — the  sooner  it  is  so 
reduced  the  better.  Kow,  Sir,  if  a  dissolu- 
tion took  place  at  our  next  meeting,  seventy 
members  would  be  returned  to  the  following 
Parliament,  and  we  should  avoid  the  whole 
or  the  greater  part  of  the  reductions  being 
taken  from  the  towns.  The  Bill  has  many 
defects,  to  my  mind ;  but  certainly  the  reduc- 
tion of  members  is  not  one.  I  should  certainly 
have  liked  to  see  it  accompanied  with  mea- 
sures that  would  save  this  Parliament  from  the 
labour  of  local  affairs,  and  it  would  also  have 
saved  it  from  the  necessity  of  having  so  large 
a  number  as  seventy.  When  the  colony  was 
younger  and  Parliament  had  no  local  affairs  to 
look  after  the  colony  was  represented  by  a 
much  smaller  number,  who  found  no  difficulty 
in  managing  the  affairs  of  the  day.  Such  a 
measure  of  local  government  ought  to  have 
accompanied  this  Bill.  Then,  as  to  the  time 
of  the  Bill  coming  into  operation,  I  moved  an 
amendment  that  the  Bill  take  effect  on  the  81st 
December  of  next  year.  I  thought,  if  it  were 
to  take  effect,  it  ought  to  take  effect  then. 
These  were  my  objections;  but  to  the  objection 
that  the  Government  would  hold  it  in  terrorem 
over  us  I  did  not  attach  much  importance.  I 
do  not  believe  that  honourable  members  would 
be  influenced  by  such  a  threat,  and  if  they 
did  it  would  be  only  bringing  the  Act  into  im- 
mediate operation.  As  I  should  have  voted 
last  night  against  this  amendment,  I  shall 
most  assuredly  vote  for  the  recommittal  of  the 
Bill  to-night.  I  do  not  regard  it  as  a  party 
question,  and,  in  the  peculiar  state  of  parties 
in  this  House,  I  should  not  feel  much  embto:- 
rassed  if  it  were,  looking  to  the  fact  that  I  have 
been  alone  to  a  great  extent  throughout  the 
misgovemment  of  the  last  eight  or  nine  years, 
in  which  the  Premier  has  had  his  share  quite 
as  much  as  the  late  Government.  For  all 
that  time  I  have  been  found  protesting  year  by 
year  against  the  policy  which  I  believed  was 
bound  to  end  in  the  trouble  and  disaster  we  are 
placed  in  now.  That  I  had  not  many  voting 
with  me  or  protesting  with  me  is  surely  not 
my  fault ;  but  that  I  have  bad  no  part  in  this 
political  misgovemment,  and  that  I  have  been 
carrying  on  one  continual  protest  against  it,  I 
am  proud  to  admit.  I  need  not  trouble  the 
House  with  any  farther  remarks,  except  that,  as 
I  should  have  voted  most  certainly — and  I  men- 
tioned that  as  soon  as  I  heard  what  occurred — 
I  shall  vote  in  the  same  direction  as  I  should 
have  done  last  night  had  I  been  here.    We 
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hear  of  the  leader  of  the  Opposition — and  I 
observe  that  the  Premier  takes  some  delight 
in  speaking  oE  the  honom^ble  member  for 
Ohristchurch  North  as  the  leader  of  the  Opposi- 
tion. That  may  or  may  not  be.  I  do  not  know 
it.  I  know  I  have  not  attended  any  caucus  in 
which  such  an  arrangement  has  been  made ; 
but  I  know  the  party  to  which  I  do  belong  con- 
sists of  very  earnest  members,  determined  to 
encourage  local  industries  by  tariff  protection. 
That  party  is  almost  entirely  to  be  found  on  the 
Opposition  side  of  the  House.  The  Premier  has 
not  many  Protectionists  behind  him.  Therein 
is  the  great  difference  between  the  two  sides  of 
the  House.  It  is  a  difference  that  ought  not  to 
be  imported  into  this  question,  and  I  certainly 
shaJl  not  introduce  it  now.  I  have  not  regarded 
thiaas  a  party  question,  and  as  I  should  have 
Toted  last  night  so  I  shall  vote  this  evening  if 
the  Premier  pushes  on  the  Bill  to  the  late  hour 
he  feels  inclined  to  do ;  but  I  hope  that  on 
better  consideration  he  will  not  press  it  on 
to-night.  I  am  sure  a  better  feeling  will  be 
created  if  a  little  consideration  be  shown  and 
this  Bill  be  recommitted  to-morrow. 

Mr.  LEVESTAM.  —  I  must  say  that  the 
honourable  member  for  Dunedin  West  has 
every  reason  to  complain  of  the  conduct  of 
some  of  those  honourable  gentlemen  who  voted 
for  his  amendment  last  night.  They  are  now 
leaving  him  in  the  lurch.  The  honourable 
member  for  Wairarapa  has  lectured  the  honour- 
able member  for  Dunedin  West.  He  says 
these  remarks  come  with  a  very  bad  grace  from 
him,  seeing  he  has  changed  his  opinions  at  the 
instance  of  his  constituents.  The  honourable 
gentleman  surely  overlooks  the  fact  that,  in 
a  matter  of  this  kind,  there  is  no  principle  in- 
volved, but  it  is  simply  a  matter  of  detail ;  and 
I  think,  there,  representatives  may  properly  give 
way  to  their  constituents.  If  it  were  a  matter 
of  principle,  then,  I  say, no  representative  has  a 
right  to  pocket  his  principles  either  for  the  sake 
of  pleasing  his  constituents  on  the  one  hand, 
or  the  Government  on  the  other.  And  that  is 
what  is  being  done  by  those  honourable  gentle- 
men who  are  willing  to  vote  differently  from 
the  way  in  which  they  voted  lost  night.  These 
honourable  gentlemen  have  told  us  that  they 
supported  the  amendment  last  night  because 
they  were  afraid  a  great  wrong  might  be  done 
by  the  Ministry  in  power,  whether  this  or  any 
other;  but,  in  order  to  keep  them  in  power, 
they  are  willing  to  risk  a  great  wrong  upon 
the  people  of  New  Zealand — a  wrong  that  may 
be  done,  because  they  may  hold  it  as  a  threat 
over  this  House,  and  prevent  this  House  from 
passing  legislation  that  is  thought  highly  neces- 
sary. The  chief  reason  why  I  am  speaking 
now — and  I  am  and  always  shall  be  opposed 
to  the  recommittal  of  the  Bill — is  that  upon 
the  understanding  that  this  was  not  to  come 
on  I  paired  with  the  honourable  member  for 
the  Bunstan.  Now,  the  honourable  member 
for  the  Dunstan  voted  last  night  in  the  some 
direction  as  I  voted  mj'self.  It  is  therefore 
unfair  to  me,  and  unfair  to  the  honourable 
member  for  the  Dunstan,  to  proceed  with  the 
xecommittal  of  the  Bill  to-night.  A  "pair"  has 
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been  offered  to  me  to  teliera  ma  from  my  ra- 
sponsibility — namely,  the  honourable  member 
for  Waitotara;  but  the  answer  made  is  that 
there  is  a  petition  hanging  over  his  head  and 
he  cannot  he  accepted  as  a  "pair;"  but  that 
gentleman  has  been  allowed  to  vote  and  speak 
in  this  House  all  through  the  session,  and  no 
objection  has  been  made  to  that :  and  the  same 
is  the  case  with  the  honourable  member  for  the 
Eastern  Maori  District.  However,  I  shall  nok 
break  my  pair;  but  I  think  the  Government 
whips— who  are,  of  course,  acting  at  the  uistiga- 
tion  of  the  Government — are  treating  me  very 
badly  in  withholding  from  me  my  power  to  vote. 
The  honourable  member  for  Mount  Ida  told  us 
that  all  those  who  thought  he  was  afraid  of 
any  man  or  any  number  of  men  were  greatly 
mistaken ;  and  yet  the  very  next  words  he 
used  were  that  he  was  afraid  of  the  Opposition 
party.  That  shows  that  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Mount  Ida  is  afraid  of  men.  I  have  do 
desire  to  dotain  the  House,  and  simply  wished 
to  put  myself  right  in  regard  to  my  not  being 
able  to  vote,  under  a  misapprehension  that  this 
motion  would  not  come  on  to-night.  It  is  very 
nnfair  of  the  Government  to  recommit  the  BiU 
now,  and  it  is  equally  nnfair  for  those  honour- 
able gentlemen  who  voted  in  one  direction 
yesterday  to  stultify  themselves  to-night  by 
voting  in  an  opposite  direction.  One  reasoiv 
they  give  is  that  it  would  be  a  great  pity 
to  turn  a  Government  out  which  is  doing 
good  work  and  passing  excellent  legislation. 
Now,  I  should  like  to  know  what  this  excel- 
lent legislation  represents.  They  have  reduced 
the  Governor's  salary :  that  is  a  great  thing  L' 
They  have  reduced  their  own  salaries  so  low 
that  it  will  be  difficult  to  get  any  one  to  take 
their  places :  that  is  another  great  thing  I  They 
have  reduced  the  honorarium  paid  to  members 
so  much  that  it  will  be  very  difficult  for  the 
people  to  choose  representatives ;  and  by  thi» 
Bill  they  are  making  it  still  more  difficult  to 
get  proper  representation  in  this  House.  They 
have  brought  down  their  estimates  without  any 
details,  and  ask  us  to  vote  them  as  a  whole  and 
then  go  home  and  leave  tliem  to  do  as  they 
like.  Then,  they  have  brought  forward  a  Land 
Bill  in  which  they  seek  to  deprive  the  people  of 
that  great  boon,  the  Xiond  Boards.  I  should 
like  to  know  what  real  good  they  have  done. 
They  also  brought  forward  a  Financial  State- 
ment; but  such  strictures  have  been  passed 
upon  it,  and  it  has  been  so  clearly  shown  that 
they  have  made  no  savings,  that  they  are  afraid 
to  allow  that  Statement  to  be  discussed,  and 
deliberately  bring  all  sorts  of  business  before  it- 
on  the  Order  Paper. 

Major  ATKINSON.  — I  rise  to  a  point  of 
order.  I  would  ask,  Sir,  what  has  what  the 
honourable  member  is  saying  to  do  with  the 
recommittal  of  this  Bill  ? 

Mr.  SPEAKEB.— It  has  to  do  with  it  in  thU 
way:  that  some  honourable  members  have- 
alleged  that  the  rea.<!on  for  altering  thoir  votes 
was  to  prevent  a  Government  in  which  they 
had  general  confidence  from  being  turned  oat 
of  office  on  a  particular  point  of  their  policy. 
That  is  the  reason  why  I  did  not  interrupt  Ui» 
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honooiablo  member  in  his  criticism  of  the 
conduct  of  those  members  in  regard  to  the 
position  they  have  taken  up. 

Mr.  LEVESTAM.— Does  the  Premier  think 
that  he  has  all  the  wisdom  in  the  world  ?  If  he 
thinks  BO,  I  can  toll  him  that  I  do  not,  that 
there  are  many  persons  in  the  colony  who  are 
of  the  same  opinion  as  myself,  and  that  his 
demeanour  in  this  House  always  makes  him 
appear  most  offensive.  Only  this  afternoon, 
'when  I  asked  him  a  question,  ho  sat  silent,  and 
would  not  answer ;  and  then  on  one  or  two 
occasions  he  accused  me  of  having  obstructed 
the  business.  I  appeal  to  you,  Sir,  whether 
I  have  on  any  single  occasion  obstructed  the 
business  this  session.  During  the  whole  of  the 
afternoon  I  sat  in  my  place  and  said  nothing 
except  to  move  one  amendment,  which  1 
pressed  to  a  division  ;  and  I  have  yet  to  learn 
that  an  honourable  member  who  proposes  an 
amendment,  or  speaks  on  a  measure  before  the 
House,  is  guilty  of  obstruction.  What  are  wo 
sent  here  for?  Is  it  not  to  watch  over  tbe 
interests  of  our  constituents  ?  and,  if  anything 
is  proposed  which  we  think  may  hurt  them, 
should  we  not  be  failin;;  in  our  duty  if  we 
were  to  remain  silent  7  The  honourable  gentle- 
man told  us,  when  moving  the  second  reading 
of  this  Bill,  that  he  thought  it  was  for  the 
good  of  the  country,  and  that  in  Committee  we 
should  be  at  perfect  liberty  to  discuss  it :  and 
then,  because  one  honourable  member  offond.t 
him,  he  tells  us  that  he  will  take  away  all  power 
from  the  House  and  will  accept  of  no  amend- 
ment. If  the  few  remarks  which  were  made 
had  not  offended  the  honourable  gentleman  he 
would  have  allowed  us  to  speak  for  the  good  of 
those  who  sent  us  here.  Is  that  the  duty  of  a 
Premier  or  a  Government?  The  honourable 
gentleman  is  very  much  mistaken  if  he  thinks 
that  he  can  muzzle  mo  and  a  great  many  more 
members  of  this  House.  I  claim  tbe  right  of 
speech,  and  I  am  proud  to  say  the  Standing 
Orders  and  laws  of  this  country  give  us  that 
privilege  ;  and  I  shall  use  it.'  But  to  come  back 
again  to  tho  question  of  which  we  wore  speak- 
ing :  so  far  has  the  delay  in  allowing  the  fman- 
cial  proposals  to  be  discussed  gone,  that  one 
honourable  member  has  put  a  question  on  tho 
Order  Paper  asking  the  Premier  whether  he  will 
give  us  an  opportunity  of  discussing  those  pro- 
posals. Tho  reason  for  the  delay  is,  that  the 
honourable  gentleman's  proposals  have  been  so 
oat  to  pieces  that  ho  caimot  defend  them.  He 
has  brought  forward  no  real  proposal  for  re- 
trenchment or  anything  else.  He  has  told  us 
that  every  day  which  is  wasted  in  debating 
in  this  House  is  so  much  money  being  spent, 
•nd  yet  he  brings  forward  a  Bill  which  is 
of  no  immediate  use;  and  why?  Ho  says,  To 
afSrm  the  principle  ;  but  ho  knows  quite  well 
that,  if  the  Bill  is  put  on  tho  Statute  Book  as  it 
stands,  he  will  have  to  bring  down  another 
measure  next  session  to  amend  tho  law,  and 
it  will  then  be  open  to  any  honourable  mem- 
ber to  change  tho  number  of  members  again. 
AVfaat  he  ought  to  do  is  to  bring  down  a 
oarefuUy-propared  measiure  and  put  it  on  the 
Statute  Book  in  such  a  form  that  it  shall  be 


final.  This  is  playing  at  legislation.  Does 
the  honourable  gentleman  show  an  example  of 
retrenchment  when  he  spends  two  days  in 
discussing  a  Bill  which  it  is  merely  his  whim 
to  place  on  the  Statute  Book  ?  If  he  calls  that 
retrenchment  he  stands  alone  in  that  opinion, 
and  I  can  tell  him  that  the  country  is  getting 
quite  weary  of  his  proposals  and  policy,  because 
they  are  a  mere  sham  and  nothing  else. 

Mr.  TAYLOR. — T  wish  to  enter  my  protest 
against  the  recommittal  of  the  Bill,  and  for 
this  reason  :  I  happened,  today,  in  going  down 
town,  to  converse  with  two  very  strong  sup- 
porters of  the  Government,  and  I  put  the  ques- 
tion to  them,  "  %Vhy  does  the  Premier  make 
this  such  an  important  question  ?  "  Their  reply 
was,  "  We  do  not  quite  understand  why  he 
makes  it  so ;  but  we  are  prepared  to  trust 
him."  "  But,"  1  said,  "  supposing  another  Go- 
vernment take  their  place  next  session,  and 
they  nse  tho  power,  what  do  you  think  of 
that  ?"  They  said,  "  That  is  a  different  thing 
altogether."  I  am  sure  the  Premier  would  not 
use  it  against  the  interests  of  the  country  ;  but, 
seeing  this  power  is  so  strong,  I  ask  him  why 
he  should  take  it.  If  he  thinks  it  is  necessary, 
I  am  prepared  to  go  to  a  division  and  abide  by 
the  result.  I  cannot  see  that  this  has  any  ob- 
ject, except  OS  a  threat ;  but  I  do  not  think  he 
would  exercise  that  power  in  the  direction  some 
persons  imagine  he  would.  But,  if  it  is  not 
absolutely  necessary,  why  kick  up  all  this  row 
about  nothing?  However,  if  the  Premier  thinks 
it  necessary,  we  hod  better  go  to  the  vote  and 
settle  the  matter  at  once. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— Sir,  I  do  not  intend  to  delay 
the  House  long  in  speaking  on  tho  recommittu 
of  this  Bill ;  but  I  am  one  of  those  who  gene- 
rally take  upon  themselves  the  responsibility  for 
anything  they  do.  I  am  not  one  of  those  who 
have  hod  a  good  deal  to  say  on  tbe  Bill  in  Com- 
mittee, and,  now  that  it  is  being  reported  in 
Hansard,  deny  that  they  had  anything  to  say 
there.  I  take  the  responsibility  of  saying  to 
the  Premier  and  to  the  electors  of  Kumara 
that  I  have  obstructed  this  Bill.  I  have  done 
it  with  an  intention  ;  the  object  I  had  in  view 
has  been  gained,  and  I  will  tell  the  Premier 
what  it  was.  Although  I  was  left  alone,  the 
forms  of  the  House  were  used  against  mo  so  as 
to  prevent  my  speaking;  and  the  Chairman's 
authority  was  used  against  mo,  for,  instead  of 
taking  the  usual  half-hour's  adjournment,  the 
Chairman,  at  the  dictation  of  the  Premier, 
remained  in  his  seat.  Sir,  I  object  to  the 
Chairman  being  dictated  to  by  tho  Premier  or 
anybody  else ;  audi  am  sure  that  }'0U  would  not 
submit  to  such  a  thing,  but  that  you  would 
always  protect  the  weak  against  the  strong. 
But,  to-night,  instead  of  my  being  protected  by 
the  Chair,  the  Chair  was  made  a  party  to  force 
this  Bill  through.  Now,  I  was  saying  that  I  had 
taken  upon  myself  the  responsibility  of  delaying 
the  Bill,  and  I  will  give  tho  Premier  my  reasons 
for  doing  so.  I  know  from  the  course  pursued  by 
the  Premier  that  it  was  his  intention  to  get  the 
Bill  recommitted  to-night  in  order  to  gut  the 
amendment  carried  by  the  honourable  member 
for  Dunedin  West  eliminated  from  it,  and  that 
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he  would  aftenrards  ask  the  House  to  agree  to 
the  amendment  }ie  would  make.  I  knew  that 
if  that  were  agreed  to  to-night  there  could  not 
he  a  fall  and  fair  discusiiion  of  the  matter ; 
that,  if  the  proposal  were  made  at  an  earlier 
period  of  out  proceedings  to-night,  there  could 
not  bo  the  same  discussion  as  there  would  be  if 
it  were  put  off  till  to-morrow,  when  honourable 
members  will  have  bad  time  to  consider  over 
the  position  taken  up  by  the  Premier  and  the 
difficulty  which  it  has  placed  them  in.  No 
doubt  a  good  deal  will  be  said  by  honourable 
members ;  and  I  wished  thtlt  the  light  of  day 
might  bo  thrown  upon  it,  and  that  the  vital 
amendment  proposed  by  the  Premier,  and 
which  no  doubt  will  be  agreed  to,  should  stand 
over  till  to-morrow.  The  amendment,  when 
reported  from  Committee,  cannot  be  put  to 
the  House  to-night,  and  then  we  shall  be  able 
to  discuss  it  to- morrow.  The  Premier  knows 
what  I  have  struggled  for,  and  I  take  the 
responsibility ;  and  what  I  have  done  is  in  the 
interests  of  the  colonists  of  New  Zealand. 
Now  I  come  to  the  reasons  given  by  some 
honourable  gentlemen  who  have  seen  fit  to 
change  their  minds  to  the  extent  of  dis- 
franchising their  constituents  by  abstaining 
from  voting  on  this  question.  Is  that  what 
honourable  members  are  sent  to  this  House 
for?  Is  it  their  duly  to  disfranchise  their  con- 
stituents when  there  arc  grave  constitutional 
questions  involved  ?  Is  it  their  duty  to  walk 
into  the  lobby  when  the  issue  concerns  the  wel- 
fare of  those  they  represent  ?  Is  that  a  digni- 
fied position  to  assume  ?  Those  honourable 
gentlemen  take  a  great  responsibility  iu  follow- 
ing that  course,  which  I  regret  to  see  them  take. 
And  I  regret  it  the  more  because  they  are 
gentlemen  for  whom  I  have  always  had  the 
highest  respect.  Sir,  I  believe  in  fair-play, 
and  I  therefore  regret  that  the  Premier  has 
been  accused  of  not  making  it  known  to  his 
party  last  night  that  this  was  a  party  question. 
An  endeavour  has  been  made  to  cast  blame 
on  him  in  that  respect.  I  say  the  Premier 
is  not  to  blame,  because  he  told  the  leader 
of  the  Opposition,  when  that  honourable 
gentleman  agreed  to  ihe  amendment  that  I  pro- 
posed, that  the  circumstances  of  the  case  were 
altered,  and  that,  as  the  Bill  went  into  Commit- 
tee in  the  altered  state  of  affairs,  it  would  bo 
made  a  Government  question.  That  was  before 
we  went  into  Committee;  and  when  there,  at 
the  first  amendment  proposed,  the  honourable 
member  for  Hokonui  asked  the  Premier  direct 
if  he  was  going  to  make  this  a  Government 
question,  saying  that  if  he  was  not  he  should 
vote  for  my  amendment,  but  if  the  Premier 
gave  him  a  pledge  that  the  question  of  local 
government  would  be  considered  during  the  re- 
cess, and  also  declared  that  this  was  a  Govem- 
men,t  question,  he  should  vote  against  my 
amendment.  The  Premier  gave  that  honour- 
able gentleman  an  assurance  that  the  question 
of  local  government  would  be  considered  during 
the  recess,  and  he  spoke  as  plainly  as  a  man 
could  speak,  saving  straightforwardly  that  this 
would  be  a  Government  question.  How  could  it 
be  said  in  Committee  time  after  time  to-day,  in 
Jfr.  Seddon 


face  of  that,  that  the  Premier  had  not  declared 
it  was  a  Government  question,  when  he  declared 
distinctly  that  it  was  7  I  regret  that  it  should 
have  been  made  a  party  question ;  but  that  does 
not  alter  the  fact  that  it  was.  It  would  be  fax 
more  manly  and  straightforward,  I  think,  if 
those  who  voted  against  the  Government  last 
night  —  seeing  that  a  grave  constitutional 
question  is  involved,  a  question  of  greater  im- 
portance than  one  of  party — were  to  say  plainly 
now  that  they  have  seen  fit  to  change  their 
minds,  and  that,  on  reconsideration  to-day,  they 
are  voting  for  party  as  against  the  unconsti- 
tutional power  contained  in  the  measure.  If 
honourable  members  on  reflection  came  to  that 
conclusion  it  would  be  a  fair  defence  for  their 
change — a  change  contrary  to  the  direction  in 
which  they  went  last  night.  I  think  it  would 
be  more  fair  and  logical  of  those  honourable 
members  to  vote  directly  opposite  to  the  way 
they  voted  last  night  than  to  refrain  from  voting 
at  all.  I  wish  to  say  that  I  object  to  govern- 
ment by  caucus,  and  there  is  no  doubt  that  this 
course  means  government  by  caucus,  and  that, 
to  my  mind,  is  detrimental  to  the  people.  First 
we  had  what  was  no  doubt  an  arrangement  as 
to  the  four  Native  votes.  It  appeared  strange 
to  me  last  night  that  two  Natives  voted  against 
the  Government  and  one  with  them,  while  the 
fourth  was  absent.  Now  we  find  that  tlie 
Maoris  are  left  untouched  by  this  Bill,  and 
that  clause  i  was  struck  out  at  the  request  of 
the  Premier ;  and,  of  course,  the  whole  of  the 
Native  members  voted  for  the  Bill  when  so 
amended.  That  was  the  result  of  arrange- 
ment and  compact,  and  to  that  I  object  as 
being  done  unconstitutionally.  I  object  as  far 
as  I  can  object  in  the  passing  of  any  measure  to 
arrangements  of  that  kind  being  made.  Then, 
the  Government  have  proposed  and  effected  a 
most  material  alteration  iu  the  measure  by  in- 
creasing the  number  of  members  to  seventy- 
four.  I  believe  that  at  the  caucus  of  Government 
supporters  held  to-day  that  increase  was  agreed 
to.  That,  nodoubt,  wasastickiiig-pointtosome 
honourable  members  supporting  the  Govern- 
ment, and  the  Government  gave  way  to  that 
extent  and  did  it  by  a  caucus  arrangement. 
Thus  by  secret  arrangements  and  caucuses 
two  most  important  amendments  r.re  made  in 
the  Bill  which  the  Government  submit  to  this 
House.  I  hold  that  it  is  most  uuconstitutional 
and  improper  to  change  the  whole  face  of  a 
Bill  by  a  caucus  arrangement.  Anything  that 
is  done  to  a  Bill  should  be  done  in  full  House, 
and  not  by  secret  caucus  arrangements.  I 
cannot  possibly  understand  the  action  of  tho 
honourable  member  for  Te  Aro,  holding  the 
views  he  does,  and  saying  that  the  Govern- 
ment have  been  and  are  forcing  this  mea- 
sure through  the  House  by  unconstitutional 
means,  and  yet  being  a  party  to  those  uncon- 
stitutional means.  The  honourable  member 
for  Te  Aro  asked  tho  Government  to  deal  with 
this  matter  in  a  proper  and  constitutional  way, 
and  I  think  that,  holdiug  those  convictions, 
had  he  been  the  strong  man  I  have  always  re- 
garded him  as,  it  is  strange  to  find  him  taking 
the  most  undignified  coarse  that  could  possibly 
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be  taken  by  an  honourable  member — namely, 
walking  out  of  the  House.  The  atmosphere  of 
Wellington  must  have  changed  that  honour- 
able gentleman,  for  when  I  knew  him  on  the 
West  Coast  he  was  a  man  of  strong  conTic- 
tioDS :  he  was  very  careful  in  forming  his  con- 
victions, but,  when  he  had  formed  them,  I 
always  regarded  him  as  being  certain  to  adhere 
to  them.  But  now  I  see  him,  in  a  question 
where  a  grave  constitutional  issue  is  involved, 
and  while  thinking  the  Government  are  doing 
wrong,  because  he  does  not  wish  to  see  a 
change  of  Government,  leaving  the  House  in- 
stead of  voting,  and  so  disfranchising  a  large 
and  important  constituency.  I  really  cannot 
nnderstand  the  honourable  gentleman's  action, 
and  I  can  only  say  that  I  regret  to  see  him 
adopting  such  a  course.  The  Premier  has 
plainly  said  to  the  honourable  gentleman  that 
if  he  really  holds  the  views  he  has  expressed  it 
is  his  duty  to  vote  against  the  Government : 
the  Premier  said  that  as  plainly  as  language 
and  demeanour  could  say  it.  He  said,  "  If  you 
hold  that  we  are  forcing  the  Bill  through  by 
unconstitutional  means,  and  that  it  gives  us 
on  unconstitational  power,  you  ought  not  to 
support  it ; "  and  the  only  logical  sequence  to 
the  honourable  member's  speech  is  that  be 
should  vote  against  the  Government  and  vote  as 
he  did  last  night.  He  should  do  that  in  justice 
both  to  himself  and  bis  constituents.  It  is  really 
no  friendship  to  the  Government  for  him  to 
point  out  the  wrong  that  has  been  done  and  in 
the  same  breath  to  say  that  the  Government 
oan  do  it,  and  that  he  will  not  stop  them  by  his 
vote.  However,  I  have  always  said  that  while 
we  can  hold  different  opinions  from  our  iellow- 
membera',  and  can  discuss  their  action,  mem- 
bers are  only  responsible  to  their  constituents ; 
•nd,  of  course,  in  this  case  the  responsibility  is 
with  the  honourable  member  for  Te  Aro,  and  I 
have  no  doubt  the  honourable  member  will  give 
them  the  same  explanation  as  he  has  given  us, 
and  they  will  be  his  judges  upon  it.  As  re- 
gards the  honourable  meniber  for  ilount  Ida, 
he  says  his  reason  for  supporting  the  Govern- 
ment in  this  is  because  of  the  sins  of  the  late 
Government  and  the  political  corruption  of  the 
late  Government.  I  con  only  say  this :  that  it 
■hows  great  inconsistency  on  the  part  of  the 
honourable  member,  because  he  was  returned 
first  to  this  House  as  a  most  ardent  supporter 
of  the  honourable  member  for  Cbristchurch 
North.  The  honourable  member  for  Mount 
Ida  said  more,  wrote  more,  and  did  more  to 
bring  Sir  Julius  Vogel  into  power  than  any 
other  member  of  this  House.  For  two  years  he 
was  a  follower  of  that  honourable  gentleman 
and  tlie  party;  and  then,  it  is  true,  he  left 
them  ;  but  I  would  like  the  honourable  gentle- 
man to  be  a  little  more  careful  in  the  remarks 
he  mokes,  when  he  advances  charges  of  political 
corruption  without  giving  a  tittle  of  evidence 
or  stating  a  single  fact  to  support  his  charges. 
That  is  a  most  unfair  position  for  any  honour- 
able gentleman  to  take  up,  and  I,  for  one,  feel 
compelled  to  resent  the  honourable  member's 
action  in  that  respect.  I  say  there  was  nothing 
in  the  administiation  ol  the  late  Government 


to  justify  applying  the  term  "  political  corrup- 
tion" to  it  —  that  term  cannot  be  truthfully 
applied  to  it.  The  Minister  of  Education 
laughs.  He  has  not  long  been  in  office ;  yet 
what  have  the  present  Government  done  in  the 
short  time  they  has  been  in  ?  I  can  prove  that 
they  have  given  employment  to  a  gaol-bird 
against  whom  there  are  several  convictions, 
discharging  honest  working-men  to  give  him  a 
place.  They  have  only  been  a  short  time  in 
office,  but 

Major  ATKINSON.  — Will  the  honourable 
gentleman  give  me  the  name?  —  because  I 
should  like  to  make  inquiry. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— I  will  give  the  honourable 
gentleman  the  name.  I  hope  the  Minister  of 
Education  will  laugh  again.  He  is  not  going 
to  laugh  at  me.  The  honourable  member  for 
Mount  Ida  said  that  he  was  afraid  that  the 
Opposition  were  desirous  of  obtaining  seats  on 
the  Government  benches,  and  it  was  to  prevent 
any  such  catastrophe  occurring  that  he  has 
withdrawn  from  the  position  he  took  up  last 
night.  It  might  be  some  information  to  the 
honourable  member  and  the  Government  when 
I  say  there  is  no  wish  on  the  part  of  the  Op- 
position to  take  office.  I  think  it  would  be  a 
very  serious  mistake  if  the  Opposition  wero  to 
attempt,  under  the  circumstances,  to  test  the 
question  with  the  Government  as  to  who  shall 
occupy  those  benches.  There  is  another  view  I 
take  of  the  question,  and  it  is  this  :  I  think  the 
honourable  member  for  Te  Aro,  the  honourable 
member  for  Mount  Ida,  and  those  who  voted 
with  them — I  will  name  them  all :  the  honour- 
able members  for  Thorndon,  Mount  Ida,  Te 
Aro,  Roslyn,  Wallace,  Taranaki,  Kodney, 
Western  Maori,  and  Hokonui.  Tliere  are  nine 
members  who  are  found  voting,  as  a  rule,  with 
the  Government,  and  those  nine  members 
voted  last  night  for  the  amendment  of  the 
honourable  member  for  Dunedin  West.  And, 
Sir,  I  will  say  to  them  that  I  believe  they  have 
been  simply  frightened  by  the  Government — I 
was  going  to  use  another  term,  and  say  they 
were  bounced  by  the  Government.  There  is  no 
danger  of  the  Opposition  coming  into  office, 
even  supposing  they  wished  it.  It  is  not  on 
a  simple  question  like  that  carried  last  night 
that  the  Premier  and  Government  will  resign. 
The  threat  of  resignation  was  neither  more 
nor  less  than  an  empty  threat;  and  that  ex- 
perienced men  like  those  I  have  just  named 
should  be  frightened  like  schoolboys  with  a 
paltry  threat  of  this  kind  is,  to  me,  inex- 
plicable. I  wonder  they  had  not  a  little  more 
firmness.  There  is  no  doubt  these  honourable 
members  have  been  haunted,  what  between 
whips  and  Ministers,  and  even  the  Premier 
himself.  I  had  thought  that  the  long  interview 
he  hod  with  the  honourable  member  for  Te 
Aro  would  have  induced  the  latter  honourable 
gentleman  to  go  the  full  length  of  voting. 
There  is  no  doubt  tliat  every  possible  pressure 
has  been  brought  to  bear  on  these  honourable 
gentlemen  to  get  them  to  the  condition  they 
have  been  brought  to.  Some  of  them  have 
token  a  step  further  than  others.  Some  have 
gone  the  whole  length  of  reversing  what  they  did 
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last  night,  and  some  have  agreed  to  walk  out. 
Let  it  be  a  matter  of  history.  We  have  the 
names  of  honourable  members  who  said  that 
it  vras  not  right  to  give  this  unconstitutional 
power  to  the  Government.  I  will  read  the 
names  of  those  who  voted  against  the  amend- 
ment :  Mr.  Allen,  Mr.  Anderson,  Major  Atkin- 
son, Mr.  Barron,  Mr.  Bectham,  Mr.  Bruce,  Mr. 
Buchanan,  Mr.  Carroll,  Mr.  Dodson,  Mr.  Fer- 
gus, Mr.  Fisher,  Mr.  Ooldie,  Mr.  Graham,  Mr. 
Hislop,  Mr.  Hobbs,  Mr.  Jackson,  Mr.  La  wry, 
Mr.  Macarthur,  Mr.  T.  Mackenzie,  Mr.  McGre- 
gor, Mr.  Mitchelson,  Mr.  Monk,  Mr.  Peacock, 
Jlr.  PearFon,  Mr.  Bhodes,  Mr.  G.  P.  Bichard- 
son,  Mr.  Seymour,  Mr.  Tanner,  Mr.  R. 
Thompson,  Mr.  Whyte,  Mr.  Withy.  Those 
who  voted  for  the  amendment  were :  Mr. 
Blake,  Mr.  Duncan,  Mr.  Peldwick,  Mr.  Pish, 
Dr.  Fitchett,  Mr.  Fitzherbert,  Colonel  Fraser, 
Sir  G.  Grey,  Mr.  Grimmond,  Mr.  Guinness,  Dr. 
Hodgkinson,  Mr.  Jones,  Mr.  Joyce,  Mr.  Kelly, 
Mr.  Kerr,  Mr.  Levestam,  Mr.  Loughrey,  Mr.  M. 
J.  S.  Mackenzie,  Mr.  Marchant,  Mr.  J.  McKen- 
zie,  Mr.  Moat,  Dr.  Newman,  Mr.  O'Callaghan, 
Mr.  Parata,  Mr.  W.  P.  Beeves,  Mr.  R.  H.  J. 
Beeves,  Mr.  Rosa,  Mr.  Seddon,  Mr.  Smith, 
Major  Steward,  Mr.  W.  D.  Stewart,  Mr. 
Stuart  -  Menteath,  Mr.  Taipua,  Mr.  Taylor, 
Mr.  Valentine,  Mr.  Ward.  The  numbers, 
including  the  "  pairs,"  taken  on  the  amend- 
ment of  the  honourable  member  for  Dunedin 
West  were  42  to  46.  Messrs.  Lamacfa,  Moss, 
Taiwhanga,  and  Hutchison  did  not  voto.  It 
will  be  somewhat  amusing,  no  doubt,  when  we 
take  a  division  on  the  motion  for  recommittal. 
Those  who  read  history  and  who  read  Hansard 
will  see  the  changes  which  have  taken  place  in 
this  very  short  space  of  time.  When  Hansard 
is  printed  it  may  perhaps  be  found  that  the  two 
division-lists  appear  in  different  numbers  of 
that  publication ;  but,  in  the  way  I  give  the 
names  now,  the  whole  matter  will  be  under  re- 
view ;  and  thoso  who  sent  honourable  members 
to  this  House  will,  no  doubt,  when  the  proper 
time  comos,  want  to  know  why  this  change  has 
taken  place.  I  think  that  many  honourable 
members  will  have  a  difficulty  in  explaining 
to  their  constituents  why  on  one  day,  after  fair 
and  free  discussion,  they  camo  to  the  conclusion 
that  the  amendment  was  necessary,  and  that 
the  great  unconstitutional  power  asked  for 
by  the  Government  in  this  Bill  should  not 
be  given  to  them,  and  next  day,  without  any 
reason  being  given  —  becausio  it  will  be  a 
pure  blank,  so  far  as  Hansard  is  concerned 
— tliey  changed  their  votes,  or  did  not  vote 
at  all.  It  is  with  the  feeling  that  a  time  for 
explaining  their  attitude  in  this  matter  will 
come  that  I  have  just  given  the  names.  When 
the  motion  is  moved  to-morrow  that  wo  agree 
to  the  amendments,  I  shall  have  something 
further  to  say  upon  the  principles  contained 
in  the  Bill.  T  shall  also  oppose  the  third 
reading.  I  think  it  is  only  fair  to  the  Premier 
to  say  that  I  shall  again  test  the  opinion 
of  the  House  as  to  the  number  of  members. 
If  the  Bill  is  recommitted  to  -  night,  there 
»re  a  number  of  honourable  members  who  are 
prepared  to  vote  in  the  direction  I  wish  and 
Mr.  Seddon 


have  contended  for.  There  are  a  number  <rf 
honourable  members  who  consider  that  the 
number  of  seventy-four  is  too  large.  I  intend 
to  take  a  vote  oii  the  question  whether  or  not 
the  number  mentioned  in  the  Bill  shall  be 
retained.  I  state  this  now  to  the  Premier  so 
that  he  will  not  be  able  to  say,  after  we  get  into 
Committee,  that  I  have  taken  any  unfair  ad- 
vantage. Whatever  I  say  or  do  in  this  House, 
honourable  members  will  agree  that  I  fight 
fairly,  and  am  not  offensive  to  honourable 
members ;  and  I  never  wish  to  be  so.  In  the 
heat  of  debate  one  may,  perhaps,  use  language 
a  little  stronger  than  ho  would  in  bis  calmer 
moments ;  but  it  is  not  my  wish  to  be  offensive, 
and  I  may  add  that  I  never,  outside  this 
Chamber,  carry  any  fooling,  whatever  honooz- 
able  mombers  may  think  or  say.  With  these 
remarks,  I  shall  oppose  tho  recommittal  of  the 
Bill. 

Mr.  J  O  Y  C  K.  —  Mr.  Speaker,  it  has  been 
suggested  that,  as  we  have  entered  upon  another 
day,  and  as  honourable  members  are  wearied 
by  this  lengthy  sitting,  I  should  detain  you 
for  but  a  brief  period.  I  may  say.  Sir,  I  Kave 
been  here  nine  weeks  to-day,  and  this  is  the 
first  opportunity  I  have  taken  to  address  yen. 
Patience  has  a  limit.  So  it  is  with  me  on  thi* 
occasion.  I  intend  to  ofler  a  few  remarks  as 
to  why  I  record  my  protest  against  the  recom- 
mittal of  the  Bill.  It  was  not  until  yester- 
day that  I  really  saw  the  reason  of  the  Pre- 
mier's movements  and  tactics  subsequent  to 
the  delivery  of  the  Financial  Statement, 
and  the  proposals  which  we  have  had  sub- 
mitted to  us.  I  think — if  I  may  be  pardoned 
the  expression — that  the  whole  scheme  of  the 
Government,  up  to  the  present  time,  is  a 
sham.  There  is  really  no  desire  to  benefit  the 
country ;  none  whatever.  The  object  is  simply 
to  waste  time  —  to  weary  us,  that  wo  may, 
when  we  draw  near  to  Christmas,  go  away 
and  leave  all  legislation  and  administration 
to  the  Government.  I  have  a  duty  to  per- 
form to  the  colonists  of  Now  Zealand,  and 
especially  to  those  who  sent  me  here ;  and  I 
believe  that  if  this  Representation  Bill  were 
passed  ill  the  form  indicated  by  the  Pre- 
mier a  great  injustice  would  be  done  to  the 
colonists"  ot  New  Zealand,  especially  the  work- 
ing-classes. I  believe  it  is  the  intention  of  the 
Premier,  if  this  Bill  is  pa.'^ed,  to  have  a  disso- 
lution next  year;  and  with  that  dissolution 
twenty-five  membere  will  be  swept  away,  and 
tho  hope  we  have  been  cherishing  to  get  sup- 
port to  local  industries  will  be  destroyed,  and 
the  prospect  of  that  support  being  given  re- 
moved further  away  than  it  has  ever  been  in 
the  whole  history  of  the  colony.  I  believe  that 
it  is  my  duty  to  do  all  that  I  can  to  resist  the 
passing  of  this  measure,  since  the  amendment 
of  the  honourable  member  for  Dunedin  West, 
which  was  carried  yesterday,  is  intended  to  be 
thrown  out  to-night;  and,  if  ten  members  of 
this  House  will  just  be  as  determined  as 
I  am,  I  will  read  the  Premier  of  New  Zea- 
land such  a  lesson  as  he  will  never  forget.  I 
will  endeavour  to  use  no  personalities,  none 
whatever,  and  I  trust  the  Premier  will  not  re- 
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aeiva  the  words  I  am  now  speaking  in  that 
light;  but  I  have  now  been  here  for  nine 
weeks — and  I  have  never  missed  a  day  from 
this  HousQ,  excepting  Sundays.  I  have  never 
forced  my  speeches  on  the  House,  but  I  have 
tndeavoured  to  do  my  Committee  work.  There 
were  two  occasions  on  which  I  spoke :  one  wsbs 
when  I  was  requested  to  do  so  by  the  honourable 
member  for  Auckland  West  in  relation  to  the 
Shop-hours  Bill,  and  on  another  occasion  by 
the  honourable  member  for  Auckland  Central, 
when  moving  the  second  reading  of  the  £leo- 
tiTe  Governors  Bill.  With  the  exception  of 
those  occasions,  I  have  abstained  from  taking 
up  the  time  of  the  House ;  for  I  knew  that,  as 
a  new  member,  I  should  listen  to  the  older 
ones,  and  endeavour  to  receive  instruction 
from  them.  Certainly  the  instruction  I  have 
received  during  the  last  nine  weeks  has  not 
been  very  great.  But  the  time  has  come  when 
I  tliink  I  ought  to  record  my  protest  against 
the  present  proceedings  of  the'  Oovernment. 
Is  there  any  necessity  for  passing  such  a  Bill 
as  this  ?  Certainly  not.  At  the  present  time, 
in  the  town  that  I  represent  there  lives  a  man 
with  some  five  or  six  children,  who,  through 
no  fault  of  his  own,  some  two  years  ago  met 
with  a  railway  accident  which  rendered  him 
incapable  of  doing  any  work ;  and  the  man  is 
practically  starving,  and  asks  for  work,  and  two 
days  a  week  at  5s.  a  day  are  ofEercd  to  him. 
He  is  now  getting  charitable  aid ;  but,  if  he 
accepts  that  two  days  a  week  work,  the  assist- 
imce  will  probably  be  stopped :  while  the  present 
Government  will  waste  weeks  in  bringing  down 
useless  measures.  If  practical  legislation  vras 
entered  upon,  possibly  that  man  would  be  able 
to  go  upon  the  land  like  others,  or  be  employed 
in  some  industry  which  would  enable  him  or 
bis  family  to  earn  sufficient  bread  by  this  em- 
ployment, without  applying  for  charitable  aid. 
We  also  find  there  are  hundreds  in  New  Zea- 
land to-day  who  are  borne  down  by  great 
oppression.  This  is  the  language  I  find  in  one 
of  the  Dnnedin  papers : — 

"Having  been  absent  from  town  for  some 
time,  I  did  not  notice  your  note  on  this  ques- 
tion which  appeared  in  your  issue  of  Nov.  28. 
You  draw  attention  to  the  cruel,  inhuman 
manner  in  which  growing  lads,  known  as 
parcel-carriers,  are  laden  with  heavy  parcels, 
such  as  linoleum  and  calico,  every  night  till 
near  midnight,  and,  you  truly  say,  at  starva- 
tion-wages. Sir,  as  an  ex-parcel-carrier,  and 
on  behalf  of  the  large  number  of  white  slaves 
of  Danedin,  I  render  you  my  own  warm,  heart- 
felt thanks.  I  have  written  over  a  hundred  let- 
ters on  this  very  form  of  white  man's  murder, 
and  have  told  the  drapers  that  they  should  be 
ashamed  of  themselves  for  their  treatment  of 
these  lads.  I  will  at  once  draw  Parliament's 
attention  to  this  matter. — Citizen." 

That  appeared  in  a  Dunodin  paper  on  Mon- 
day last,  and  a  Bill  to  give  relief  to  those  has 
been  introduced  into  this  House,  and  no  time 
afforded  for  its  consideration  ;  and  yet  we  waste 
days  and  weeks  over  useless  legislation.  Sir, 
when  the  history  of  this  Parliament  will  be 
oonBidered  a  few  years  hence,  I  think  there 


will  he  many  who  will  say  that  the  Hon.  tho 
Premier  has  made  a  great  mistake.  He  will 
admit  that  I  have  not  in  any  way  opposed  him 
or  interfered  with  him  in  any  way;  but  last 
week  I  learned  that  the  Oovernment  will,  in  all 
probability,  remain  in  power  during  the  session ; 
and,  until  permission  was  given  by  those  whom 
I  look  upon  as  the  leaders  on  this  side  of  the 
House,  I  woulj  not  approach  the  Ministers 
for  any  favours.  Then  I  went  and  asked 
that  the  Shop-hours  Bill  should  receive  som* 
consideration  at  their  hands.  So  that  the  Go- 
vernment will  see  that  any  remarks  I  am  now 
making  cannot  be  construed  as  in  any  way  in 
opposition  to  their  measures.  So  far  as  th» 
reduction  ait  members  is  concerned,  I  care  very 
little  about  it.  I  believe  the  increase  in  tho 
number  of  members  which  was  made  in  tho 
year  1881  should  not  have  been  made,  and 
there  may  bo  some  reason  for  the  Govern- 
ment, or  a  majority  of  the  House,  reducing 
the  number  of  members  in  the  next  session.  I 
should  not  say  so  much  about  that ;  but  that 
this  session  should  be  thus  engaged,  and  time 
wasted  at  this  season  of  the  year  in  a  measure 
of  this  kind,  is,  I  think,  very  foolish  indeed; 
and  I  think  tho  time  will  come  when  no  one 
will  regret  this  waste  more  than  the  members 
of  the  present  Government.  There  are  honoui- 
able  gentlemen  on  the  Government  beoohea 
whom  I  personally  esteem,  and,  so  far  as  I 
am  concerned,  they  might  remain  there  so 
long  as  I  am  a  member  of  this  House.  But  I 
say  this :  that  they  are  using  the  power  which 
they  posso-ss  against  the  best  interests  of  the 
Colony  of  New  Zealand ;  and  I  would  urge  tho 
Premier  at  this  stage  to  consider  whether  it 
would  not  be  advisable  to  adjourn  this  debate 
till  to-morrow  or  some  convenient  time,  and 
whether  it  would  not  be  better  to  allow  the 
amendment  passed  last  night  to  remain  in  the 
Bill  and  appear  on  the  Statute  Book.  I  think 
that  would  bo  a  wise  thing  to  do.  The  principle 
of  the  BiU  would  be  carried — that  is,  the  re- 
duction of  the  number  of  members.  We  have 
settled  that,  and  to  go  any  further  than  that 
would  be  giving  the  Premier  such  a  power  that 
in  a  moment  of  weakness  he  might  use  it  and 
regret  it  afterwards.  I  do  not  for  one  moment 
imagine  that  it  is  the  intention  of  the  Govern- 
to  use  the  power  in  the  manner  mentioned; 
but  when  they  are  driven  to  extremes,  as, 
unfortunately,  the  honourable  member  at 
the  head  of  the  Government  has  been  driven 
on  more  than  one  occasion,  this  would  be 
a  dangerous  power  to  possess.  And  I  would 
again  urge  the  Government  to  accept  the 
position  in  which  matters  are  now  found,  and 
let  the  Bill  go  as  it  stands  at  present,  and  let 
us  finish  up  some  other  matters  of  business 
that  may  be  necessary,  so  that  the  House  may 
adjourn  before  the  Christmas  holidays.  If  the 
Government  drive  the  Opposition  to  extremes, 
I  say  it  is  the  duty  of  the  Opposition  to  use 
every  moral  power  which  they  have  to  resist 
any  encroachment  on  the  rights  of  the  people. 
And  I  say  this  :  that  I  believe  the  Government 
may  be  charged  with  obstructing  the  rights  and 
privileges  of  the  people  quite  as  much  as  thtt 
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Oorernment  may  consider  the  Opposition  are 
obstructing  the  passage  of  this  Bill.  At  any 
rate,  our  last  sitting  was  a  long  one,  and  we 
returned  here  again  in  the  morning.  It  is 
now  close  on  three  o'clock  a.m.,  and  I  ask  the 
Premier  whether  he  considers  it  his  duty  to 
detain  us  until  he  forces  this  Bill  through  the 
necessary  stages  in  order  that  it  may  appear 
on  the  Statute  Book  of  the  colony. 

Mr.  KELLY.— I  trust  the  Premier  will  ac- 
eept  the  advice  offered  by  the  last  speaker  to 
«djoum  this  question  till  to-morrow.  Perhaps 
honourable  members  will  then  come  to  the 
House  in  a  better  frame  of  mind,  and  the 
matter  might  be  settled  without  further  de- 
bate. It  appears  to  me  that  hononrable  mem- 
bers representing  country  districts  are  placing 
themselves  in  a  false  position  by  supporting 
the  honourable  gentleman  in  this  BiU.  Sir,  I 
voted  against  the  Bill  consistently  on  clauses 
that  are  of  no  importance,  with  the  exception 
of  the  last  few  divisions ;  and  it  is  my  in- 
tention to  vote  against  the  BiU  on  every  pos- 
sible occasion,  because  it  is  an  injnry  to  the 
district  I  represent.  It  sends  us  back  to  the 
position  we  were  in  in  1875.  It  is  a  great 
letrograde  step,  and  I  consider  it  is  the  duty  of 
the  honourable  gentleman  who  has  brought 
forward  this  Bill  to  send  the  country  districts 
Ahead  instead  of  backward.  I  remember  that, 
in  the  early  days  in  this  House,  in  1676,  there 
were  petitions  sent  from  the  district  I  have  the 
honour  to  represent,  which  was  annexed  to  that 
portion  of  the  East  Coast  called  Gisbome. 
Both  Tauranga  and  Gisbome  were  unanimous 
in  asking  for  separation.  There  were  battles 
in  this  House  over  that,  and  separation  was 
eventually  granted.  It  appears  to  me  this  Bill 
will  practically  place  my  district  in  the  posi- 
tion in  which  it  was  in  those  days ;  and  what- 
ever percentage  is  allowed  should  be  settled 
by  this  House — that  is,  as  between  the  cities 
and  country  districts — before  the  Bill  is  passed. 
I  consider  that  18  per  cent,  is  not  sufficient  for 
the  country  districts ;  it  should  be  at  least  a 
third — 33  per  cent.,  or  perhaps  50  per  cent. ; 
bat  the  honourable  gentleman  in  charge  of  the 
BiU  thinks  that  should  be  left  over  till  next 
year.  I  have  no  intention  to  take  up  the  time 
of  the  House  in  speaking  on  the  question  at 
present,  because  1  think,  if  the  honourable 
gentleman  accepts  the  advice  of  the  last 
speaker  to  adjourn  the  debate  till  to-morrow, 
perhaps  little  time  would  be  lost,  and  the  BUI 
would  be  carried  without  much  opposition. 

Mr.  GEIMMOND.  — I  desire  to  enter  my 
protest  against  the  recommittal  of  this  Bill. 
The  measure  was  introduced  to  us  in  a  manner 
that  would  seem  to  show  that  the  Premier  did 
not  attach  much  importance  to  it.  When  I  read 
it,  however,  I  attached  great  importance  to  it ; 
and  I  know  that  a  great  number  of  the  mem- 
bers of  the  House  attach  great  importance  to 
it.  When  the  measure  came  to  be  considered 
in  Committee  some  honourable  gentlemen  who 
are  not  sycophantio  supporters  of  the  Premier 
made  an  amendment  in  one  line  of  it,  calcu- 
lated to  secure  necessary  safeguards  to  the  re- 
presentation of  the  people  of  uie  countiy ;  and 
J£r.  Joyce 


because  of  that  small  amendment  the  Premiar 
says  he  will  resign  if  it  is  not  reversed,  and  the 
whole  colony  is  to  be  banded  over  to  the  tender 
mercies  of  the  honourable  member  for  Christ- 
church  North  I  But,  while  there  is  so  much  ob- 
jection to  this  particular  amendment,  we  find 
that  other  amendments  were  being  made  by 
other  honourable  gentlemen  to  which  there  is 
no  objection  whatever.  For  instance,  we  find 
that  the  provision  about  the  Maori  representa- 
tion has  Deen  entirely  altered,  and  the  result 
of  that  alteration  is  that  the  honourable  gentle- 
men who  represent  the  Natives  in  this  Honse 
have  altogether  changed  their  position  in  refer- 
ence to  the  BiU.  I  think  that  the  House 
ought  to  have  a  little  more  time  to  consider  the 
provisions  of  the  Bill ;  and,  as  it  is  now  three 
o'clock  in  the  morning,  I  think  that  the  best 
thing  that  we  can  do  is  to  adjourn  the  further 
consideration  of  this  measure  until  to-morrow. 
I  therefore  move,  as  an  amendment,  That  the 
Bill  be  ordered  to  be  recommitted  to-morrow. 

Mr.  R.  H.  J.  REEVES.— I  wish  to  second 
the  amendment,  and  I  wish  to  take  this 
opportunity  of  saying  that  I  regret  very  mnch 
that  this  House  has  been  dragged  through  the 
mire.  I  regret  to  hear  that  circumstances  have 
occurred  this  morning  which  have  altered  the 
tone  of  the  honourable  gentlemen  who  last 
night  voted  for  the  amendment  of  the  honour- 
able member  for  Dunedin  West.  It  is  tnie 
that  I  hardly  expected  anything  else  from  some 
of  them.  We  have  heard  to-night  one  of  those 
honourable  gentlemen  give  a  lame  and  palby 
excuse  for  the  action  be  took.  If  I  might  be 
allowed  to  say  it,  if  it  would  be  in  order,  I 
should  say  that  their  action  was  most  con- 
temptible. I  may  say^  in  the  first  place,  that 
I  was  one  of  the  strongest,  and  am  one  of  the 
strongest,  supporters  of  the  Government  in 
the  reduction  of  the  number  of  members.  I 
pledged  myself  to  it  not  only  at  this  election, 
but  in  years  gone  by;  for  I  believe  and  have 
believed  that  seventy  members  are  more  than 
sufficient.  But  the  position  which  it  is  de- 
sired to  place  us  in  is  this :  that  the  Premier 
may  hold  in  Urrorem  over  our  heads  this 
matter  of  dissolution.  At  any  time  during  the 
next  three  years  ho  might  have  a  dissolution, 
under  circumstances  which  would  make  it 
necessary  that  twenty-one  of  the  members  of 
this  House  should  lose  their  scats.  Such  a 
state  of  things  I  consider  to  be  most  dangerous, 
and  the  people  of  a  free  country  should  not 
consent  to  such  a  thing.  It  is  a  great  pity 
to  see  these  men  driven  into  the  lobby  like  a 
lot  of  dumb  animals.  I  have  seen  some 
strange  things  enacted  in  this  House — some 
melancholy  cases  of  abnegation  of  principle ; — 
but  1  did  not  think  it  would  come  to  what  we 
have  seen  to-night.  I  thought  a  number  of 
gentlemen  who  call  themselves  honourable  men 
would  have  scorned  to  do  such  a  tiling  as  we 
are  told  they  intend  to  do — that  they  should 
get  up  and  repudiate  their  action  within 
twenty-four  hours!  It  is  only  twenty-foot 
hours  since  the  honourable  member  for  Dunedin 
West  carried  his  amendment,  and  yet  here  we 
have  gentlemen  wUling  to  repudiate  the  aotioa 
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they  took  in  connection  with  that  amendment. 
I  am  astonished  that  hoaoorable  gentlemen 
should  repudiate  and  swallow  their  convictions. 
I  remember  that  onoe  in  this  Hoose  a  certain 
honourable  gentleman  said  that  he  had  had 
to  swallow  his  convictions,  but  that  it  was  one 
of  the  most  nauseous  doses  that  he  had  ever 
had  offered  to  him.  That  was  the  honour- 
able member  for  Bangitikei,  Sir  William  Fox. 
These  honourable  gentlemen  whose  conduct 
we  are  now  discussing  have  done  the  same 
thing  to-night;  and  1  say  that  it  reflects 
very  little  credit  on  them,  and  very  little 
credit  on  the  constituencies  which  returned 
them  to  this  House.  I  hope  that  the  time 
will  come  when  the  Premier  will  put  these 
gentlemen  upon  their  mettle  ;  and  these  gentle- 
men shall  see  what  their  constituencies  think 
of  and  say  to  them.  I  hope  that  they  will 
treat  them  in  the  manner  in  which  men  who 
have  no  political  principles  should  be  treated, 
and  that  is,  reject  them. 

Amendment  negatived. 

The  House  divided  on  the  question,  "That 
the  Bill  be  recommitted  for  the  reconsideration 
of  clause  2." 

Ates,  29. 
Allen  Ooldie  Monk 

Anderson  Graham  Pearson 

Atkinson  Hamlin  Rhodes 

Barron  Hobbs  Seymour 

Bruce  Jackson  Taiwhanga 

Buchanan  Lawry  Thompson,  T. 

I>odson  Macarthnr         Wilson. 

Feij^s  HcOregor  Tellers. 

Pisher  Mills  Tanner 

Fulton  Mitchelson        Thompson,  B. 


Blake 

Feldwiok 

Fraser 

Guinness 

Jones 

Joyce 


Noes,  17. 
Lance 
Lamach 
Loughrey 
O'Callaghan 
Seddon 


Taylor 
Walker 
Ward. 

Tellers. 
Grimmond 


Stewart,  W.  D.  Beeves,  B. H.J. 


Faibs. 
For. 
Beetham 
Cadman 
Carroll 
Cowan 
Hall 
Izard 

Mackenzie,  T. 
Moat 
Moss 
O'Conor 
Ormond 
Peacock 
Pyke 

Bichardson,  G.  F. 
Boss 
Bussell 
Taipua 
Whyte 
Withy. 

Majority  for,  12. 
Becommittal  carried. 


Against. 
Fish 

Fitzherbert 
Vogel 
Buxton 
Ballance 
Fitohett 
Beeves,  W.  P. 
Perceval 
Kelly 

Steward.  W.  J. 
Smith 

Bichardson,  E. 
Levostam 
Samuel 
Kerr 
Duncan 
McKenzie,  J. 
Tumbull 
Qj^y. 


or  OOIOIITTBE. 

Clause  2. 

Major  ATKINSON  moved  to  strike  out  the 
words,  "  not  earlier  than  the  eighth  day  of  De- 
cember, one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  eighty- 
nine." 

The  Committee  divided  on  the  question, 
"  That  the  words  be  retained." 


Blake 

Feldwiok 

Fraser 

Grimmond 

Guinness 

Jones 


Allen 

Anderson 

Atkinson 

Barron 

Buchanan 

Dodson 

Fergus 

Fisher 

Fulton 

Goldie 


Ayss,  16. 
Joyce 
liUioe 
Lamach 
Loughrey 
O'Callaghan 
Taylor 

Nobs,  29. 
Graham 
Hislop 
Hobbs 
Jackson 
Lawry 
Macarthur 
McGregor 
Mitchelson 
Monk 
Pearson 


Walker 
Ward. 

Tellers. 
Seddon 
Stewart,  W.  D. 

Bhodes 

Seymour 

Taiwhanga 

Tanner 

Thompson,  B. 

Thompson,  T. 

Wilson. 

Tellers. 
Bruce 
MilU. 


Paibs. 
For.  Against. 

Ballance  Hall 

Buxton  Cowan 

Duncan  Bussell 

Fish  Beetham 

Fitohett  Izard 

Fitzherbert  Cadman 

Grey  Withy 

Kelly  Mom 

Kerr  Boas 

Levestam  Pyke 

McKenzie,  J.  Taipua 

Perceval  Moat 

Reeves,  W.  P.  Mackenzie,  T. 

Bichardson,  E.  Peacock 

Samuel  Bichardson,  G. 

Smith  Ormond 

Steward,  W.  J.  O'Conor 

Tumbull  Whyte 

Vogel.  OarroU. 
Majority  against,  13. 

Words  omitted. 

Bill  reported  as  further  amended. 

The   House  adjourned  at   twenty  minutaft 
past  three  o'clock  a.m. 


LEGISLATIVE  COUNCIL. 
Thursdajf,  8th  December,  1887. 


First  Beading  — Third  Beading— Owhaoko  Ciwo  — 
(ioTemment  BusineBS- Parliamentary  Hono- 
rarium and  PrivilegeB  Bill— Ministers'^  Salaries 
and  AUowauceB  Bill. 

The  Hon.  the  Spbakbk  took  the  chair  at 
half-past  two  o'clock. 

Pbatebs. 
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FIRST  BEADIKG. 
GoTemor'g  Salary  and  Allowonoes  Bill. 

THIBD  BEADING. 
Pharmacy  Bill. 

OWHAOKO  CASE, 

The  Hon.  Hr.  MAKTKLL  moved,  That  there 
be  laid  upon  the  table  copies  of  all  memoranda 
And  telegrams  in  connection  -with  the  Legis- 
lative Coiincil  paper  Ko.  1,  already  printed, 
relative  to  the  application  for  a  rehearing  of 
'Claims  to  the  Owhaoko  Blocks.  He  was  under 
the  impression  that  the  Government  had  no 
objection  to  allow  the  papers  called  for  to  be 
laid  upon  the  table.  By  the  kind  permis- 
sion of  the  Attorney  -  General  he  had  gone 
through  all  the  ^pers  connected  with  this 
matter,  with  a  view  to  select  the  smallest 
possible  number  which  would  place  the  matter 
more  clearly  before  the  Oouncil  than  had  been 
the  case  before  is  the  paper,  Ko.  1,  already 
printed.  He  thought  it  would  be  premature  now 
to  have  any  discussion  upon  the  merits  of  the 
question ;  but  if  this  resolution  were  agreed  to 
au  opportunity  would  be  afforded  for  discus- 
sion. He  would  also  feel  it  his  duty  to  move 
that  a  table  should  be  printed.  There  were 
only  some  ten  memoranda  and  telegrams,  and 
also  a  portion  of  the  evidence  which  was 
omitted  when  the  first  paper  was  printed.  He 
would  therefore  strictly  confine  himself  at  pre- 
sent to  moving  the  motion  standing  in  his 
name. 

The  Hon.  Sir  P.  WHITAKEB  would  simply 
say,  in  reference  to  what  his  honourable  friend 
had  said,  that  he  had  no  objection  at  all  to  the 
production  of  the  papers ;  but  he  did  not  know 
that  he  would  pledge  himself  to  the  printing  of 
them  till  they  had  been  laid  on  the  table.  If 
they  were  net  too  bulky  he  would  be  quite 
willing,  however,  that  they  should  be  printed. 
But  he  wished  to  guard  himself  against  com- 
mitting himself  now  to  the  printing  of  them. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  MAKTELL  wished  to  say  that 
the  discussion  of  that  question  should  be  taken 
when  the  papers  had  been  laid  on  the  table. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

GOVERNMENT  BUSINESS. 
The  Hon.  Mr.  REYNOLDS.— Sir,  before  you 
call  upon  tho  first  order  of  the  day,  I  should 
like  to  say  a  few  words.  It  is  well  known,  of 
course,  that  the  Government  have  the  right  to 
fix  the  order  of  business  as  they  think  proper ; 
but,  still,  I  consider  that  the  Council  are  in  a 
position  to  say  which  is  the  best  order  in  which 
to  take  the  discus.sion  on  the  Orders  No.  2  and 
No.  8 — tlie  Parliamentary  Honorarium  and 
Privileges  Bill  and  the  adjourned  debate  on 
the  motion,  "That  this  Council  will  concur 
willingly  with  tho  House  of  Representatives  in 
any  reduction  of  allowances  to  members  which 
shall  maintain  the  equality  of  treatment  be- 
tween the  two  Chambers  established  by  'The 
Parliamentary  Honorarium  and  Privileges  Act, 
1884.'  "  I  do  not  think  it  would  be  advisable 
to  take  the  discussion  on  the  Parliamentary 
Honorarium    and  Privileges    Bill  before   we 


finish  the  discussion  on  the  adjourned  debate 
we  had  yesterday.  I  trust,  therefore,  that  the 
Government  will  give  way,  and  will  agree  to 
No.  8  taking  precedence  of  all  other  orders.  It 
is  absolutely  necessary  that  Order  No.  8  should 
be  disposed  of  before  we  take  up  the  second 
reading  of  the  Parliamentary  Honorarium  BilL 
I  therefore  move,  That  those  orders  of  the  day 
take  precedence  of  all  othtr  orders  of  the  day. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  WATERHOUSE.— Speaking 
to  the  question  of  order,  I  would  call  attention 
to  the  fact  that,  if  the  Coancil  adopt  the  sug- 
gestion of  my  honourable  friend,  it  will  be 
necessary  to  move  the  suspension  of  the  Stand- 
ing Orders. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  McLEAN.  — How  is  it  that 
this  question  carae  before  us  in  the  form  of  a 
notice  of  motion,  and  it  is  now  set  down  among 
the  orders  of  the  day  7  It  ought  to  be  among 
the  notices  of  motion. 

The  Hon.  the  SPEAKER.— This  was  an  ad- 
journed debate,  and  therefore  it  comes  on  as 
an  order  of  the  day. 

The  Hon.  Sir  P.  WHITAKEB.— I  may  say 
this  is  the  first  time  I  recollect,  during  tho  time 
I  have  been  in  the  Legislature,  that  the  right 
of  the  Government  to  place  business  in  the 
order  they  wished  it  on  Tuesdays  has  been 
challenged,  and  I  apprehend  that  tlie  motion 
could  not  be  put  to  the  Council  without  alter- 
ing Standing  Order  No.  2,  which  provides, — 

"  Unless  otherwise  ordered  at  a  previous 
meeting,  the  sitting-days  of  the  Council  shall 
be  Tuesdays,  Wednesdays,  Thursdays,  and  Fri- 
days ;  the  right  being  reserved  to  the  Govern- 
ment of  placing  Government  orders  in  the 
rotation  in  which  they  ore  to  be  taken  on 
Tuesdays  and  Thursdays." 

This  is  the  practice  which  has  prevailed  in 
the  Council  and  the  House  of  Representatives, 
and  I  never  heard  the  right  challenged  before. 
The  Government  always  exercises  its  right  as 
to  the  order  of  Government  business  on  these 
days. 

The  Hon.  Dr.  POLLEN.— The  right  to  regu- 
late the  procession  of  business  on  the  Order 
Paper  is  a  very  e£Scient  weapon  of  party  war- 
fare, and  is  used  in  that  sense  justly  in  another 
place,  and  properly — fairly — used  there.  But 
here,  where  there  is  no  party,  I  think  it  would 
be  a  departure  from  tho  usual  course  in  this 
Council  if  such  a  power  were  used  to  block  the 
expression  of  an  opinion  by  the  Council  on  a 
question  which  concerns  not  politics  at  all,  bnt 
its  own  personal  and  legal  status.  I  therefore 
hope  my  honourable  friend  will  not  give  way  in 
this  matter,  and  that  the  Council  will  not  be 
deprived  of  its  right  to  say  that  this  order  of 
the  day  shall  be  postponed  or  that  order  of  the 
day  shall  not  be  postponed.  If  this  question  is 
not  now  decided  it  could  not  be  decided  here- 
after. Suppose  the  question  were  now  dis- 
cussed and  settled  permanently,  it  would  not 
to  a  great  extent  practically  affect  the  business 
now  pressed.  Supposing  tho  Council  were  to 
declare  that  they  were  prepared,  in  the  terms 
of  the  resolution,  to  concur  willingly  with  the 
House  of  Representatives  in  the  reduction  of 
the  allowances,  it  does  not  follow  that  that 
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means  that  the  Bill  shall  not  be  passed.  There 
ate  many  members  of  the  Council  who  will 
willingly  vote  for  the  second  reading  of  the  Bill 
when  it  is  broaght  up.  There  are  many  other 
members  of  the  Council  who,  in  view  of  the 
expediency  of  not  committing  the  Council 

The  Hon.  the  SPEAKER.— The  honourable 
member  will  excuse  me.  The  honourable 
member  must  not  take  advantage  to  make  a 
speech  on  the  merits  of  the  question. 

The  Hon.  Dr.  POLLEN.— I  was  explain- 

■wg 

The  Hon.  the  SPEAKER.  — I  hope  the 
honourable  gentleman  will  confine  himself  to 
the  point  of  order. 

The  Hon.  Dr.  POLLEN.— I  wish  to  explain 
that  there  are  members  in  this  Council  who, 
from  motives  of  expediency,  will  unwillingly 
oonsent  to  the  second  reading  of  this  Bill,  and 
I  have  no  doubt  whatever  that  both  these 
parties  will  make  a  majority  in  regard  to  that 
question.  Therefore  this  motion  will  not  af- 
fect it. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  MANTELL.— Respecting  the 
point  of  order,  I  can  see  nothing  at  all  irrecon- 
oilable  between  the  Standing  Order  and  the 
proposal  of  the  Hon.  Mr.  Rej^iolds.  The  Go- 
vernment has  the  right  to  arrange  the  Order 
Paper  on  Tuesdays  and  Thursdays ;  but  it  is 
quite  competent  for  the  Council,  when  the 
Order  Paper  is  before  us,  to  say  whether  we 
will  submit  to  such  an  arrangement.  We 
may  say  Yea  or  Nay,  as  may  please,  without 
At  all  infringing  the  prerogative  of  the  Govem- 
ment. 

The  Hon.  the  SPEAKER.— Referring  to 
Standing  Order  No.  2,  my  opinion  is  that  this 
question  cannot  now  bo  put,  unless  the  Stand- 
ing Order  be  suspended.  The  words  of  the 
Standing  Order  have  been  read.  It  commences, 
-"  Unless  otherwise  ordered  at  a  previoos  meet- 
ing" the  sitting-days  of  the  Council  shall  be 
on  certain  days,  "  the  right  being  reserved  to 
the  Government  of  placing  Government  orders 
in  the  rotation  in  which  they  are  to  be  taken 
on  Tuesdays  and  Tliursdays."  The  honourable 
member,  therefore,  if  he  desires,  may  put  the 
motion,  which  it  is  quite  competent  to  put; 
but  that  will  have  to  be  done  by  the  suspension 
of  the  Standing  Orders. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  REYNOLDS.— I  should  like 
to  ask  you.  Sir,  whether  it  would  not  be  com- 
petent for  me,  when  the  first  order  of  the  day 
is  proposed,  to  move  that  the  consideration  of 
all  tlie  orders  of  the  day  should  be  postponed, 
in  order  that  Order  of  t^e  Day  No.  8  might  bo 
considered.  I  maintain  that  a  member  of  the 
Council  can  move  that,  when  the  first  order  of 
the  day  is  called  on  ;  and  these  other  Bills  con 
tie  considered  at  a  later  period  of  the  day. 

The  Hon.  the  SPEAKER.— No  doubt;  but 
that  is  not  the  question.  The  question  that 
the  honourable  gentleman  put  is  a  different 
question  from  that  now  under  discussion. 
When  the  first  order  is  called  on  it  may  be 
disposed  of  in  any  way  the  Council  thinks  fit, 
in  keeping  with  the  proposal  which  I  under- 
stood the  honourable  member  to  make  to  the 
Oouncil. 


The  Hon.  Mr.  REYNOLDS.— I  would  point 
out  to  the  Government  that  if  they  assented 
to  this  course  it  would  save  time ;  but  if  the 
Government  object  to  it  I  shall  move  the 
suspension  of  Standing  Order  No.  2,  so  as  to 
enable  me  to  make  the  motion.  I  make  that 
motion. 

The  Hon.  the  SPEAKER.— With  what  object 
is  that  mode  7 

The  Hon.  Mr.  REYNOLDS.— I  move.  That 
Stavding  Order  No.  2  be  suspended,  in  order 
tliat  Order  of  tlui  Day  No.  8  viay  be  taken 
before  the  other  orders  of  the  day. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  PEACOCK.— I  understand,  as 
you  read  out  the  Standing  Order,  that  notice 
must  be  given  at  a  previous  sitting. 

The  Hon.  the  SPEAKER.— That  is  the  pro- 
ceeding, if  the  Council  thinks  it  proper  to  sus- 
pend its  own  Standing  Orders. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  McLEAN.— I  would  suggest 
to  the  honourable  gentleman  that  when  the 
Bill  comes  on  for  discussion  he  should  move 
the  adjournment  of  the  debate,  so  that  this 
Order  of  the  Day  No.  S  may  come  on.  I  am 
going  to  vote  for  the  Bill,  and  I  feel  that  there 
will  be  no  inconsistency  in  my  doing  so  and 
voting  for  the  motion  as  well.  The  motion 
docs  not  prevent  any  one  from  doing  that. 

The  Hon.  the  SPEAKER.— The  Council  will 
be  good  enough  to  observe  that  there  is  a 
question  before  the  Council — the  suspension 
of  Standing  Order  No.  2.  If  it  is  desired  to 
provide  otherwise,  the  question  raised  will  have 
to  be  withdrawn. 

The  Council  divided. 


Ans,22. 

Bamicoat 

Kenny 

Reynolds 

Brett 

Jjahmann 

Scotland 

Buckley 

Martin 

Shephard 

Chamberlin 

Menzies 

Shrimski 

Dignan 

Morris 

Taiaroa 

Praser 

Peter 

Walker 

Hart 

Pollen 

Wahawaha. 

Holmes 

Nobs,  16. 

Acland 

Miller 

Stevens 

Baillie 

Oliver 

Swanson 

Bonar 

Peacock 

Waterhouse 

Grace 

Pharazyn 

Whitaker 

McLean 

Richmond 

Williams. 

Majority  for, 

7. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

PARLIAMENTARY  HONORARIUM  AND 
PRIVILEGES  BILL. 

ADJOUBKED  DEBATB. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  RE  YNOLDS.— I  was  in  posses- 
sion of  the  Chair  when  the  adjournment  of  the 
debate  on  this  question  was  moved  yesterday ; 
and  I  think  I  then  stated  that  there  was 
another  inconsistency  in  the  Bill— namely,  that 
the  Act  of  1884  provided  for  reimbursing  mem- 
bers of  the  General  Assembly  their  expenses 
in  relation  to  their  attendance  on  Parliament, 
and  that  the  present  Bill  did  not  do  so.  The 
present  session,  I  suppose,  will  not  close  be- 
fore the  20th  of  this  month,  which  will  give 
seventy-six  days,  sitting.     I  have  calculated 
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that  it  takes  members  three  days,  upon  an 
average,  to  come  to  Parliament,  and  three  days 
to  return.  That  gives  six  days,  which  would, 
altogether,  make  it  come  up  to  eighty-two  days. 
By  the  Bill  it  is  proposed  that  the  honorarium 
this  session  for  the  members  of  the  Council 
shall  only  amount  to  £50 — a  sum,  I  say,  alto- 
gether disproportionate  to  the  expenses  of  mem- 
bers attending  the  session.  I  know  that  it  will 
not  pay  expenses,  and  I  am  by  no  means  ex- 
travagant either.  I  do  not  think  that  it  will 
pay  the  expenses  of  any  member  of  Parliament 
who  is  attending  this  session.  While  I  do  not 
look  for  any  payment  for  my  services  to  the 
public,  yet  I  do  not  expect — and  I  know  that 
the  public  do  not  expect — that  I  am  to  give 
my  time  and,  in  addition  to  that,  to  be  out  of 
pocket  in  paying  my  own  travelling-expenses. 
I  think  that  if  honourable  members  give  up 
their  time  to  the  public  it  is  as  much  as  can 
be  expected  of  them,  and  that  at  any  rate 
they  should  be  paid,  and  that  liberally,  for 
their  travelling-expenses  while  away  from  their 
homes.  I  do  not  see  why  members  of  Parlia- 
ment should  be  treated  at  all  differently  from 
members  of  the  Ministry.  Ministers,  if  away 
from  their  homes,  have  ejnple  allowance  to 
pay  for  all  their  expenses ;  and  why  members 
of  Parliament  should  be  put  in  a  different 
position  I  cannot  for  my  life  understand.  If 
members  of  Parliament  are  not  to  be  paid 
sufficient  to  recoup  them  for  their  expenses 
when  they  are  absent  from  their  homes,  the 
result  will  be  that  all  members  of  the 
Council  will  have  to  be  chosen  from  among 
gentlemen  who  reside  in  Wellington,  or  from 
others  who  may  have  axes  to  grind,  and 
whose  purpose  it  would  answer  to  come  here 
not  only  without  any  honorarium,  but  to  pay 
something  in  addition.  This  is  not  what  the 
colony  requires.  The  colony  requires  to  have 
its  best  men  in  the  Council,  and,  in  getting 
them,  the  colony  would  never  refuse  to  pay 
them  a  liberal  allowance  —  I  do  not  say  an 
extravagant  allowance,  but  a  liberal  allow- 
ance—  to  pay  their  expenses  while  they  are 
absent  from  their  homes.  I  think  that  this 
Bill  should  have  provided  that  when  there  are 
two  sessions  in  one  year,  supposing  the  first 
session  did  not  exceed  seventy  days,  the  pay- 
ment to  members  should  be  at  so  much  per 
day,  and  then  that  for  the  second  session  they 
shoidd  have  the  full  honorarium.  This  Bill  is 
retrospective.  I  came  up  here  fully  expecting 
that  I  should  receive  £105  to  recoup  me  for  my 
travelling -expenses;  and  it  is  just  possible  I 
may  not  have  made  provision  otherwise  for 
meeting  these  expenses,  or  I  may  not  be  in 
a  position  to  pay  the  balance  between  what 
my  expenses  luive  been  and  what  I  shall  get. 
I  hold  wo  have  no  right  to  have  any  retrospec- 
tive legislation,  unless  it  is  done  on  a  fair  basis. 
I  hold  that  members  of  this  Council  should 
receive,  for  this  session  at  any  rate,  enough  to 
pay  their  travelling-expenses  while  here.  If 
this  Bill  is  allowed  quietly  to  be  assented  to  by 
the  Council,  the  result  will  be  that  we  shall  be 
lowering  ourselves  in  the  esteem  of  the  pub- 
lio.  In  fact,  the  making  a  difference  between 
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this  branch  of  the  Legislature  and  the  oth«r 

without  protest  on  our  part  would  be  tanta- 
mount to  our  admitting  that  we  are  of  lass 
value  than  what  the  other  branch  is.  I 
deny  this.  I  have  had  many  years'  expe- 
rience in  the  House  of  Representatives,  and 
also  have  been  a  good  number  of  years  in 
the  Council ;  and  I  have  always  maintainod, 
and  I  do  now  maintain,  that  but  for  the 
Council  the  legislation  of  the  colony  would  b* 
most  unsatisfactory.  I  say  that  it  is  a  safe- 
guard for  the  colony  to  have  a  body  such  a» 
ours  to  watch  over  the  measures  brought  before 
Parliament.  I  consider  the  benefits  are  in- 
calculable which  have  resulted  from  the  Coun- 
cil in  the  past  in  watching  over  and  checking 
hasty  legislation,  and  stopping  the  passing  of 
many  doubtful  measures  which  have  been  in- 
troduced into  Parliament.  I  should  despair  of 
any  satisfactory  legislation  taking  place  in  the 
colony  if  the  Council  were  to  cease  to  exist. 
I  admit  that  when  I  was  a  member  of  the  other 
branch  of  the  Legislature  I  often,  along  with 
others,  used  to  grumble  most  terribly  whaa 
some  of  my  little  Bills  were  rejected  by  the 
Council ;  but,  on  mature  consideration,  I  havo 
always  come  to  the  conclusion  that  the  Council 
did  right  in  the  public  interest.  Of  course,  at 
the  time  it  is  very  irritating,  if  a  member  of 
the  other  branch  of  the  Legislature  has  suc- 
ceeded in  passing  his  Bill,  possibly  by  log-roll- 
ing, or  possibly  through  party,  to  find  it  thrown 
out  when  it  comes  to  the  Council;  but,  in  nine 
cases  out  of  ten,  I  believe  the  members  of  the 
other  branch  of  the  Legislature  will  admit 
that  the  Council  has  done  right  in  rejecting^ 
the  Bills.  I  am  going  to  throw  out  a  suggestion 
to  the  Attorney-General,  and  I  hope  he  will 
accept  that  suggestion.  It  is,  that  he  withdraw 
the  Bill  now  before  Parliament,  and  introduce 
another  Bill,  making  an  equitable  pmvision 
for  this  Council :  a  Bill  placing  the  Council 
and  the  House  of  Representatives  upon  the 
same  footing  as  regards  the  amount  for  pay- 
ment of  travelling-expenses.  I  think  the  honour- 
able gentleman  will  do  well  to  take  my  advice 
on  this  occasion,  if  he  never  took  it  before.  He 
would  do  well  to  accept  my  advice  rather  than 
fed  that  the  members  of  the  Government  in 
the  Council  are  acting  contrary  to  the  feelings 
of  the  members  of  the  Council.  It  is  not  ad- 
visable that  any  sort  of  irritating  feeling  should 
exist  in  the  Council  as  between  the  members 
representing  the  Government  and  the  other 
members  of  the  Council ;  and  I  do  trust  the 
Attorney-General  will  take  the  matter  into 
consideration,  and  that  he  will  withdraw  this 
Bill,  and  bring  down  another  Bill,  which  there 
will  be  no  difficulty,  I  am  convinced,  in  passing. 
I  know  perfectly  well  that  the  members  of  the 
other  branch  of  the  Legislature  consider,  as  I 
do,  that  this  Bill  is  a  most  unsatisfactory  one. 
I  trust  the  honourable  gentleman  will  seriously 
consider  the  propriety  of  adopting  the  sugges- 
tion which  I  have  maide. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  SCOTLAND.  — I  confess  I 
think  the  motion  of  the  Hon.  Dr.  Pollen  is  a 
very  proper  one  to  bring  forward,  and  I  am 
equally  certain  this  is  the  proper  position  for  it 
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to  occnpy  on  the  Older  Paper.  With  reference 
to  the  Bill  the  second  reading  of  which  the 
Attorney- General  is  to  move  to-day,  I  think 
that  both  Houses  have  an  eqnal  claim,  if 
there  is  a  claim  to  be  put  forward,  upon 
the  country.  Members  of  both  Houses  equally 
give  up  their  time  to  the  business  of  the 
country.  Time,  according  to  the  adage,  is 
money.  Therefore,  on  that  ground  I  think  no 
difference  should  be  made  between  the  hono- 
laria  paid  to  the  members  of  both  Houses. 
I  am  sorry  I  cannot  vote  for  the  motion, 
having  already  committed  myself  in  something 
I  have  said  during  the  present  session  on 
this  subject.  I  said  that,  in  my  opinion,  the 
members  of  the  other  House  should  receive  a 
slightly  larger  honorarium  than  ours.  I  still 
adhere  to  that  opinion :  not  on  the  ground  of 
their  being  at  any  expense  in  carrying  through 
their  elections,  as  I  do  not  think  the  country 
has  anything  to  do  with  that  at  all.  Candi- 
dature is  not  compulsory  upon  them.  They 
are  asked,  certainly,  by  their  fellow-citizens,  in 
Eomo  instances,  to  come  forward ;  but  I  pre- 
Bome  they  are  not  obliged  to  come  if  they 
do  not  like  to  come.  The  call  is  not  impera- 
tive ;  this  is  a  free  country,  and  they  are  free 
agents.  But  what  I  say  is  this  :  They  are  un- 
doubtedly subject  to  greater  wear  and  tear 
than  we  are,  their  health  is  put  in  greater 
jeopardy  than  our  health  is,  and  they  are  ex- 
posed to  later  sittings.  I  dare  say  I  shall  be 
told  that  they  are  not  obliged  to  sit  late,  that 
they  can  go  home  and  go  to  bed,  and  leave 
those  who  ore  fonder  of  talking  to  do  the  talk- 
ing. That  is  not  the  proper  way  to  do  the 
work  of  the  country.  Here  is  a  system,  and 
80  long  as  there  is  constitutional  government 
there  must  be  government  by  party.  If  there 
is  any  benefit  to  be  derived  from  the  govern- 
ment by  party,  members  of  this  Council  enjoy 
their  share  of  that  benefit.  We  are  saved  by 
the  gentlemen  in  another  branch  undergoing 
this  fatigue,  not  only  for  themselves  but  for 
us.  On  tliat  ground  I  certainly  would  always 
advocate  a  larger  honorarium  being  paid  to  the 
members  of  the  other  branch  of  the  Legisla- 
ture. In  regard  to  the  number  of  telegrams 
which  they  were  said  to  receive  and  send  oil 
daily,  I  may  say  I  think  that  could  be  stopped 
in  a  great  measure  if  they  pleased.  I  have 
heard  it  insinuated  that  members  sometimes 
put  their  constituents  up  to  sending  tele|<rams. 
I  do  not  know  whether  this  is  the  case ;  but,  if 
so,  no  doubt  that  adds  considerably  to  their 
expenses.  The  country  has  got  nothing  to  do 
with  that ;  let  them  settle  that  between  them- 
selves and  their  constituents,  and  not  ask  the 
country  to  meet  that  expense.  Thoy  might 
just  as  well  send  in  their  tailors',  bootmakers', 
and  hatters'  bills  to  the  country.  I  cannot 
help  thinking  that  there  is  something  very 
like  a  Tory  reaction  going  on  in  this  country. 
Toryism  is  very  infectious.  There  is  a  Tory 
Government  in  power  at  the  present  time  in 
England,  and  it  seems  to  me  that  we  have  got 
a  very  Tory  Government  in  power  here  now. 
This  prox>osal  to  reduce  the  honorarium  per- 
haps IS  only  a  prelude  to  abolishing  it  alto- 
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gethor.  Would  the  people  liko  that,  if  they 
calculated  the  cost?  Perhaps  some  of  them 
have  only  looked  at  the  saving  of  cost ;  but  they 
do  not  know  what  the  result  would  be.  It 
is  considered  right  in  the  United  States,  with 
their  practical  good  sense,  that  members  of 
both  Houses  should  be  paid  on  equal  honora- 
rium ;  and  I  have  no  doubt  that  if  the  Ameri- 
cans thoagUt  it  was  wise  and  prudent  that  the 
members  of  their  Legislature  should  receive 
no  honorariimi  they  would,  very  soon  strike 
it  off.  But  they  see  that  in  a  demooratio 
country  there  must  be  an  honorarium,  or  a 
much  worse  thing  would  follow.  I  do  not 
know  what  members  of  this  Council  will 
approve  of  the  Bill  which  is  to  be  brought 
forward.  I  hope  there  are  not  any  plutocrats 
who  wish  to  see  the  Council  composed  only  of 
large  landholders  and  very  wealthy  capitalists, 
that  this  Council  may  be  turned  into  a  club  of 
rich  men.  IE  there  are  any  such — and  I  hope 
there  are  not  —  let  me  tell  these  gentlemen 
that  the  country  would  soon  get  sick  of  them 
— would  soon  call  out  for  their  abolition.  If 
there  are  any  such  gentlemen  in  this  Council, 
I  have  no  doubt  they  hail  with  great  satisfac- 
tion the  advent  of  this  Government  to  power. 
Perhaps  the  newspapers  in  the  pay  of  the 
Government  may  abuse  us  and  ascribe  the 
worst  possible  motives.  Well,  let  them  do  so. 
Who  cares  for  their  strictures?  It  can  do  no 
harm  except  to  the  papers  themselves  and  to  the 
cause  of  journalism.  The  Hon.  Dr.  Pollen  has 
just  as  much  right  to  bring  forward  this  motion 
OS  the  honourable  gentleman  who  is  going  to 
move  the  second  reading  of  the  Bill  has  to  do  so. 
In  fact,  that  honourable  gentleman  did  bring 
forward  a  motion,  but  ho  withdrew  it  for  some 
reason  of  his  own.  He  ought  not  to  be  angry. 
The  Hon.  Dr.  Pollen  has  thought  proper  to 
bring  forward  a  motion  on  the  same  subject.  I 
do  not  know  what  right  the  honourable  gentle- 
man has  to  hold  out  something  like  a  threat  to 
us,  and  to  talk  to  us  with  such  a  voice  of 
authority  on  the  subject  of  vox  pojmli.  I  have 
heard  it  stated  that,  if  the  honourable  gentle- 
man were  to  offer  himself  as  a  candidate  for 
a  seat  in  the  House  of  Representatives,  there 
is  not  a  constituency  in  the  colony  that  would 
have  him.  Whether  that  is  true  or  not  I  do 
not  know.  Their  reason  for  not  accepting 
him  would  not  be  his  want  of  knowledge,  but 
that  he  knew  a  great  deal  too  much.  There 
are  people  in  the  world  who  are  too  clever  by 
half.  If  payment  to  members  is  necessary  I 
say  it  should  be  a  sufficient  payment ;  and  the 
Bill  does  not  provide  a  sufficient  payment  for 
the  Council,  at  any  rate.  I  regret  that  I  cannot 
vote  for  the  motion  of  the  Hon.  Dr.  Pollen, 
although  I  agree  with  it  to  a  certain  extent. 
I  must  console  myself  with  the  pleasure  of 
voting  against  the  second  reading  of  the  Bill 
brought  forward  by  the  honourable  gentleman. 
The  Hon.Mr.  WATERHOUSB  .—I  do  not  know 
whether  we  ore  to  have  two  discussions — one 
upon  the  resolution  and  one  upon  the  Bill — 
or  not,  but  I  think  that  perhaps  it  would  be 
just  as  well  to  make  the  remarks  we  have  to 
moke  upon  the  subject  of  the  honorarium  at 
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the  present  time.  At  any  rate,  so  far  as  I  am 
concerned  individually,  1  propose  to  adopt  that 
course,  and  the  few  observations  I  have  to 
make  will  be  made  at  the  present  time.  I 
listened  with  some  degree  of  interest  to  the 
remarks  of  the  Hon.  Mr.  Scotland.  I  was 
anxions  to  know  in  what  way  they  were  to 
conclude.  He  told  us  that  he  was  quite  in 
favour  of  members  of  the  other  House  of  the 
Legislature  having  a  higher  honorarium  than 
ours 

The  Hon.  Mr.  SCOTLAND.— Slightly  higher. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  WATERHOUSE.— And  the 
honourable  gentleman  wound  up  his  remarks 
by  saying  he  would  vote  against  this  Bill,  the 
tendency  of  which  is  to  give  to  the  members 
of  that  branch  of  the  Legislature  a  higher 
honorarium  than  we  are  to  have.  The  honour- 
able gentleman  spoke  of  plutocrats  who  would 
vote  for  the  Bill.  If  this  matter  is  to  be 
decided  by  the  votes  of  those  who  have  a  keen 
love  for  money,  and  who  turn  it  to  the  best 
account,  I  have  no  doubt  the  vote  of  the  Hon. 
Mr.  Scotland  will  be  recorded  in  its  favour. 
The  Hon.  Mr.  Reynolds  made  one  or  two  re- 
marks that  were  interesting  to  me.  I  was 
pleased  to  see  that  he  had  arrived  at  the  con- 
clusion at  which  I  hod  arrived  myself  long  ago, 
thot  he  was  not  in  all  cases  infallible — that  in 
one  or  two  oases  he  had  made  a  mistake ;  and 
I  believe  the  honourable  gentleman  will,  in  the 
course  of  a  few  years,  probably  arrive  at  the 
conclusion  that,  if  he  perseveres  in  the  course 
he  is  now  about  to  adopt,  be  will  give  an- 
other proof  of  his  fallibihty.  My  honourable 
friend's  remarks  were  not  altogether  to  the 
point.  He  said  we  were  here  for  this  session 
for  eighty-two  days,  and  that  he  should  only 
receive  £50.  But  my  honourable  friend  over- 
looked the  fact  that  he  had  received  £210  last 
session,  so  that  the  total  would  bo  £260  for 
the  period  he  has  attended  Parliament  during 
the  existing  vear. 

The  Hon. "Mr.  REYNOLDS.  —  Perhaps  the 
honourable  gentleman  will  allow  me  to  explain. 
I  received  no  £210  for  the  year.  That  was  all 
I  received  for  my  Ministerial  services. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  WATERHOUSE.— If  the 
honourable  gentleman  received  £210  for  his 
Ministerial  services,  the  Ministry  with  which 
he  was  connected  acted  altogether  outside  the 
law,  and  ought  not  to  have  authorised  the 
payment  of  one  penny  outside  what  is  pro- 
vided by  the  Civil  Service  Act;  but,  as  a 
matter  of  fact,  the  honourable  gentleman  did 
make  application  for  his  honorarium,  as  he 
was  entitled  to  do,  and  he  received  it.  I  do 
not  see  that  the  amount  he  received  was  in 
connection  with  his  Ministerial  services.  As 
a  matter  of  fact,  it  was  in  connection  with  his 
attendance  at  Parliament.  The  Bill  that  has 
been  introduced  by  my  honourable  friend  the 
Attorney-General  contains  two  important  pro- 
visions. The  first  and  most  important  one 
is  that  contained  in  the  2nd  clau.se,  which  is 
to  the  effect  that  members  of  the  House  of 
Representatives  shall  receive  an  amount — ad- 
ditional to  that  received  by  the  members  of  the 
Council — of  £50  in  consideration  of  the  addi. 
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tional  expenses  necessarily  incurred  by  them. 
Objection  has  been  taken  to  that  provision. 
I  must  say  I  heartily  agree  wihh  that  provision. 
I  think  the  members  of  the  other  branch  of  the 
Legislature  ore  well  deserving — and  I  agree  with 
the  Hon.  Mr.  Scotland  in  that  respect — of  a 
larger  amount  of  remuneration  than  that  paid  to 
the  members  of  this  branch  of  the  Legislature, 
for  the  simple  reason  that  their  expenses  neces- 
sarily must  be  larger.  As  pointed  out  by  the 
Attorney-General,  there  are  electioneering  ex- 
penses to  which  they  are  exposed  that  they 
cannot  possibly  avoid,  and  which  will  always 
be  found  very  considerable.  As  pointed  out  by 
the  Hon.  Mr.  McLean,  there  are  considerable 
expenses  in  connection  with  telegraphing 
throughout  the  session — expenses  to  which,  to 
a  very  great  extent,  members  of  this  branch 
of  the  Legislature  are  not  exposed.  I  do  not 
know  how  much  that  amount  may  be,  but  I 
am  informed  that  in  many  cases  it  is  as  much 
OS  one  or  two  pounds  a  day.  There  are,  like- 
wise, incidental  expenses  attached  to  the  posi- 
tion of  members  of  the  other  House  to  which 
we  are  not  so  much  liable,  in  the  contributions 
to  local  charities.  A  member  of  the  other 
branch  of  the  Legislature  is  necessarily  called 
upon  to  contribute  to  charities  to  a  greater  ex- 
tent than  a  member  of  the  Council  is,  and  I 
have  no  hesitation  in  saying  that  if  he  alto- 
gether ignores  these  applications,  as  has  been 
suggested  by  one  or  two  members,  it  will  be 
impossible  for  him  to  retain  his  seat.  We  do 
not  go  so  far  in  this  matter  as  they  do  in  Eng- 
land. In  England  I  know  there  are  instances 
where  a  candidate  has  been  asked  the  straight- 
forward question,  how  much  he  will  be  pre- 
pared to  contribute  to  local  charities  in  the 
case  of  his  appointment.  We  do  not  go  so  far 
as  that  here,  and  I  hope  we  shall  not  come 
to  that.  At  the  same  time,  there  are  charities 
to  which  a  person  in  the  position  of  a  member 
of  the  other  branch  of  the  Legislature  must 
necessarily  contribute.  The  other  important 
provision  in  reference  to  this  Bill  is  that 
relating  to  the  non-payment  of  members  re- 
siding in  Wellington.  Now,  I  agree  with  other 
honourable  gentlemen  that  in  that  respect 
there  is  an  inequality  which  is,  to  my  mind, 
not  justifiable,  and  for  the  reason  that  the 
same  law  does  not  apply  to  the  members  of 
both  branches  of  the  Legislature.  I  should 
not  have  objected  to  this  were  members  of  the 
other  branch  treated  the  same  as  members  of 
the  Council.  But  one  likes  to  be  treated  with 
fairness,  and  the  old  saying  that  "  What  is 
sauce  for  the  goose  is  sauce  for  the  gander" 
is  applicable  in  this  case.  The  same  reasoning 
which  points  out  that  members  in  this  branch 
should  not  receive  payment  if  they  resided  in 
Wellington  applies  with  equal  force  to  members 
of  the  other  branch  of  the  Legislature  living 
in  Wellington.  However,  I  caimot  regard  this 
as  an  unmitigated  evil;  for  this  reason:  It 
has  evoked  for  members  of  this  Council  re- 
siding in  Wellington  expressions  of  sympathy 
from  my  honourable  friend  Mr.  Reynolds,  for 
which  I  was  myself  little  prepared.  As  a  rule, 
he  has  shown  so  little  sympathy  vrith  Weliing- 
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ton  members  that  the  change  in  his  opinions 
is  almost  an  equivalent  for  the  monetary  loss 
inflicted  by  this  distinction.  There  is  another 
respect  in  which  the  alteration  does  not  alto- 
gether displease  me.  It  is  tiiis:  It  opens  up 
tho  way  for  further  economies  in  the  future. 
If  we  want  to  economize  still  further,  in  the 
'Case  of  vacancies  arising  all  the  Government 
has  to  do  is  to  appoint  members  living  in  Wel- 
lington, and  in  that  way  they  can  reduce  the 
expenses  still  further.  It  will  be  the  duty  of 
the  Government,  with  new  appointments,  to 
consider  whether  they  cannot  get  a  man  of 
equal  ability  in  Wellington  as  a  member,  in- 
stead of  going  elsewhere,  in  which  case  they 
would  have  to  pay  £100  a  year.  This  consi- 
deration will,  I  am  sure,  be  appreciated  by  the 
Hon.  Mr.  Keynolds.  But,  Sir,  while  I  recog- 
nise that  there  is  a  degree  of  unfairness  in  this 
Bill,  it  is  my  intention  to  vote  for  it  in  its 
•entirety  ;  and  the  more  I  think  of  it  the  more  I 
.am  impressed  with  a  sense  of  the  responsibility 
resting  on  this  Council  in  connection  with  the 
matter.  I  support  the  Bill,  first  of  all,  because 
it  is  a  part  of  a  large  and  comprehensive  mea- 
sure in  connection  with  the  system  of  retrench- 
ment introduced  by  the  Government  in  order 
to  place  the  finances  of  the  colony  on  a  more 
satisfactory  footing.  If  we  attack  that  system 
in  detail,  by  throwing  out  one  measure  after 
Another,  and  more  especially  a  measure  of  this 
-character,  we  shall  bo  inflicting  a  strong  blow 
at  tho  cause  of  retrenchment,  which  is  now 
being  so  strenuously  taken  up  not  only  in  the 
Legislature,  but  throughout  the  colony  at 
large.  And,  then,  another  reason  which  will 
lead  me  to  vote  for  it  is  the  feeling  that  we 
cannot  expect  that  the  largo  portion  of  the 
public  that  will  bo  subjected  to  a  more  or  less 
deep  degree  of  suffering  in  consequence  of  the 
measure  of  retrenchment  now  being  intro- 
duced will  submit  to  their  lot  quietly  if  certain 
classes  lue  to  be  exempted  from  these  reduc- 
tions. It  will  add  poignancy  to  their  sufferings 
if  they  see  that  members  of  the  Legislature 
«xempt  themselves  from  participating  in  mea- 
sures of  retrenchment.  Sir,  I  cannot  imagine 
a  more  inexpedient  act  than  it  would  be  to 
throw  out  this  Bill.  It  would  lead  to  invidious 
comparisons  that  would  be  injurious  to  the 
character  of  this  House.  Is  it  not  apparent 
that  in  one  branch  of  the  Legislature  they  are 
prepared  to  subject  themselves  to  reductions, 
not  only  as  regards  honorarium,  but  also  in  the 
number  of  members  from  ninety-five  to  seventy- 
four  7  and  do  they  not,  in  that  respect,  show 
the  public  a  spirit  of  self-sacrifice?  What 
would  be  the  feeling  with  reference  to  this 
Council  if  we  not  only  refused  to  reduce  our 
number,  but  if  at  the  same  time  we  refused 
own  to  ourselves  submit  to  any  financial  loss? 
It  would,  in  the  public  mind,  have  a  very  bad 
effect  indeed,  and  I  think  the  result  would  be 
very  destructive  of  the  prestige  of  this  branch 
of  the  Legislature.  Sir,  I  must  vote  for  the 
Bill  on  another  ground,  though,  perhaps,  I 
shall  find  honourable  members  not  agreeing 
with  me — on  the  strong  constitutional  ground 
that  the  other  branch  of  the  Legislature  are 


the  controllers  of  the  public  expenditure,  and 
that  it  is  not  for  this  branch  of  the  Legisla- 
ture to  impose  limits  upon  their  reduction  of 
expenditure.  They,  as  the  guardians  of  the 
public  purse,  have  the  undoubted  right  of  im- 
posing limits  upon  expenditure.  I  would  point 
out,  moreover,  that  this  is  not  a  single  mea- 
sure ;  it  is  part  of  a  financial  scheme  introduced 
by  the  Treasurer,  on  the  passing  of  which  tlie 
finances  of  the  colony  depend ;  and  we  must 
pass  it  in  its  entirety  or  reject  it  in  its  entirety. 
It  is  not  constitutional  to  take  it  in  detail,  and 
say  wo  take  it  in  one  part  and  refuse  to  take  it 
in  another.  Sir,  there  is  no  principle  more 
clearly  laid  down  in  the  constitutional  govern- 
ment of  Great  Britain  than  that  the  House  of 
Lords  cannot  interfere  with  the  financial  mea- 
sures of  the  Government.  The  last  interference 
on  the  part  of  the  House  of  Lords  was,  as 
honourable  members  are  aware,  in  the  case  of 
the  paper  duties,  and  that  is  many  years  ago ; 
and  then.  Sir,  the  House  of  Commons  answered 
their  claim  for  interference  by  maintaining 
their  right,  as  guardians  of  the  public  purse,  to 
deal  with  financial  measures  in  such  a  manner 
as  they  determined  upon,  stating, — 

"  That  this  House  has  in  its  own  hands  the 
power  so  to  impose  and  remit  taxes  and  to 
frame  Bills  of  supply  that  the  right  of  the 
Commons  as  to  the  matter,  manner,  measure, 
and  time  may  be  maintained  inviolate." 

Sir,  whatever  we  may  do  we  cannot  prevent 
the  other  branch  of  the  Legislature  from  claim- 
ing that  which  is  in  its  own  hands.  This  brings 
mo  to  the  lost  consideration  ;  and  I  shall  refer 
to  this  point  a  little  more  fully — that  is,  as 
regards  the  consequence  of  our  action  should 
we  throw  out  this  Bill.  I  have  stated.  Sir, 
and  I  regard  it  as  increasingly  important  the 
more  I  look  into  it,  that  I  feel  that  the  con- 
sequence of  our  action  will  be  so  great  that  we 
may  well  pause  before  proceeding  to  throw  out 
the  Bill.  We  may  depend  upon  it  that  if  we 
throw  out  this  Bill  there  will  not  bo  an  ex- 
pression of  sympathy  throughout  the  length 
and  breadth  of  the  land  in  our  favour.  Our 
wives,  children,  sisters,  cousins,  and  aunts  will 
perhaps  sympathize  with  us;  but  we  shall  be 
universally  condemned  from  one  end  of  tho 
colony  to  the  other. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  CHAMBERLDT.— No. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  WATEBHOUSE.  —  The 
honourable  member  may  say  "  No ;"  but  that 
shows  how  utterly  he  fails  to  realise  public 
opinion. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  CHAMBERLIN.— That  is  a 
matter  of  opinion. 

The  Hon.  Jlr.  WATEBHOUSE.— If  we  throw 
out  this  Bill,  what  will  be  the  position  of  the 
Government  and  Parliament  ?  This  is  one  of 
the  measures  on  which  the  financial  proposals 
are  based ;  and  neither  Government  nor  House 
of  Representatives  can  allow  this  matter  to 
remain  in  a  quiescent  state  if  this  Bill  is 
thrown  out.  They  are  bound  to  take  action ; 
and  were  I  in  the  place  of  my  honourable 
friend  I  would  say  unhesitatingly  to  the 
Council,  "If  you  throw  out  a  measure  so 
intimately  connected  with  the  finances  of  the 
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colony  as  this  is,  you  must  get  some  other 
persons  as  representatives  of  the  Government 
m  this  Council.  I,  as  representative  of  the 
Government,  call  upon  you  to  support  the 
Government  hy  passing  their  financial  mea- 
sures ;"  and  if  their  financial  measures  were 
not  passed  I  should  undoubtedly  feel  it  my  duty 
to  leave  upon  the  Council  the  responsibilit}-  of 
their  proceedings.  I  feel  that,  under  such  cir- 
cumstances, I  could  not  conduct  the  business 
of  the  country.  That  is  a  matter  for  their  own 
consideration  —  but  probably  another  course 
would  be  adopted,  and  this  in  accordance  with 
that  line  of  policy  laid  down  by  the  House  of 
Commons  in  the  case  to  which  I  have  referred. 
They  then  maintained  that  they  had  the  power 
in  their  own  hands — the  inherent  power.  The 
Government  will  recognise  that  they  cannot 
allow  their  financial  measures  to  bo  defeated  in 
this  branch  of  the  Legislature,  and  they  will 
adopt  the  course  that  is  undoubtedly  open 
to  tnem  of  introducing  into  the  Appropriation 
Act  a  clause  providing  that  the  present  year's 
amount  to  be  paid  under  that  Act  shall  not 
exceed  the  amount  stated  in  this  Bill.  I 
should  be  sorry  to  see  such  a  coxirse  adopted. 
It  is  only  luider  extreme  circumstances  that  it 
would  be  justifiable.  I  do  not  hesitate  to  say 
at  once  that,  if  this  Bill  is  thrown  out  of  the 
Council,  the  financial  proposals  of  the  Govern- 
ment, which  depend  so  much  on  the  passing  of 
this  measure,  would  suSer:  and  they  would  be 
quite  justified  in  adopting  that  extreme  course. 
I  ask,  then,  the  Council  to  fully  and  deliberately 
weigh  this  matter,  recognising  the  responsi- 
bility attaching  to  their  votes,  and  not  to  be 
influenced  by  any  feelings  of  regard  to  them- 
selves, but  to  regard,  on  the  contrary,  what  is 
the  best  for  the  interests  of  the  country. 

The  Hon.  Dr.  POLLEN.— I  shall  have  a 
very  few  words  to  say  upon  this  matter,  and 
chiefly  in  reply  to  the  speech  which  was  made 
yesterday  by  my  honourable  and  learned  friend 
the  Attorney-General.  Now,  I  have  had  so  long 
and  intimate  acquaintance  with  my  honour- 
able friend  that  I  am  able  to  tell,  by  the  tones 
of  his  voice,  whether  he  is  uttering  his  personal 
conviction  or  is  speaking  from  his  brief.  It  is 
not,  therefore,  necessary  for  him  to  assure  me 
— as  I  am  sure  he  is  ready  to  do — that,  when 
he  stated  yesterday  that  I  was  setting  myself 
to  oppose  the  policy  of  the  Government  — 
traversing  their  policy— and  that  I  was  actu- 
ated by  sordid  motives — the  sordid  motive  of 
endeavouring  to  obtain  more  money  for  my 
services  in  this  Council  than  the  colony  was 
disposed  to  give  me — he  knew  the  motive  of 
my  conduct  in  this  business 

The  Hon.  Sir  F.  WHITAKER.— I  beg  my 
honourable  friend's  pardon.  I  said  just  the 
opposite  to  what  he  has  represented.  I  said  I 
did  not  think  any  person  in  his  position  would 
do  eo:  on  the  contrary,  he  was  acting  from 
conviction,  and  not  from  any  sordid  motives. 

The  Hon.  Dr.  POLLEN.— But  he  was  good 
enough  to  say  that  other  people  might  not  be 
so  charitable.  Sir,  I  am  not  an  opponent  of 
the  Government.  I  am,  by  constitution  and 
temper,  a  supporter  of  -antbacitj;.  on  all  occa- 
Em.  Jfr.  Waterh<»ue 


sions.  If  I  were  disposed  to  be  an  opponent 
of  the  policy  of  the  Government  I  should  be  in 
this  difi&Qulty  :  that  I  do  not  know  what  the 
policy  of  the  Government  is.  Sir,  I  venture 
to  say  more — that  my  honourable  friend  doe» 
not  know  what  the  policy  of  the  Government 
is.  He  is  the  brain  of  the  Government ;  he  is 
the  Ulysses  of  the  Government  camp ;  and 
yet  I  venture  to  say  that  he  does  not  know, 
nor  does  the  Premier  or  any  member  of  the 
Government  of  this  colony  know,  at  this 
moment  what  is  the  complete  policy  of  his 
Government.  The  process  is  going  on ;  it  is 
being  developed,  but  it  is  not  yet  crystallized. 
What  we  do  know  is  that  they  propose— and 
we  all  concur  —  to  endeavour  to  make  ends 
meet  by  retrenchment,  by  additional  taixation, 
and  by  borrowing  to  cover  existing  deficiencies. 
That  is  all  we  know.  That  is  not  a  states- 
manlike policy  in  the  largest  sense  of  the 
word,  or  the  policy  which  I  expect  to  see  de- 
veloped by  my  honourable  friend  and  his  col- 
leagues. And  I  could  not,  therefore,  oppose 
what  I  do  not  understand.  But  there  is  a  part 
of  the  policy  which  I  do  understamd,  and  I 
support  it  most  cordially,  and,  instead  of  en- 
deavouring to  thwart  the  policy  of  retrench- 
ment, I  am  endeavouring  to  assist  my  honour- 
able friend  in  taking  it  to  a  further  extent 
than  lio  or  his  colleagues  seem  willing  to  take  it. 
I  desire  to  save  the  expenditure  by  the  colony 
of  £5,000  a  year  during  the  whole  currency  of 
the  Parliament  for  purposes  which  I  believe  to 
be  unnecessary.  Looking  at  the  question  of  the 
policy,  I  ventured  to  point  out  to  my  honourable 
friends  of  the  Council  the  rocks  upon  which 
our  policy  has  hitherto  split  and  been  wrecked. 
I  pointed  to  the  extravagant  and  useless  ex- 
penditure on  railways  ;  I  pointed  to  the  extra- 
vagant and  useless  expenditure  on  harbours, 
for  the  purpose,  apparently,  of  taking  traffic 
from  the  railways  that  the  colony  hod  gone  to 
the  expense  of  constructing ;  I  pointed  to  the 
enormous  waste  in  constructing  works  on  gold- 
fields  for  the  purpose  of  procuring  parlia- 
mentary support ;  and  I  pointed  to  the  wasteful 
expenditure  which  is  going  on  in  opening  lands 
for  settlement  when  we  have  no  settlers.  Bnt 
there  were  two  leaks  in  the  Exchequer — the 
extravagant  expenditure  upon  national  educa- 
tion and  the  extravagant  expenditure  amongst 
local  bodies — which  I  failed  to  notice.  Sir,  the 
expenditure  among  local  bodies  grows  in  an 
inverse  ratio  to  the  progress  of  settlement. 
Settlement,  for  years,  I  am  sorry  indeed  to  say, 
has  been  at  a  standstill ;  but  the  expenditure 
by  local  bodies  has  not  ceased  to  progress. 
Now,  these  local  bodies  are  debauched  by  the 
subsidies  which  are  offered  to  them — ^by  the 
facilities  which  have  recently  been  afiorded  to 
them  of  obtaining  cheap  money.  There  is  no 
one,  who  has  himself  had  the  misfortune  to  be 
a  ratepayer  tmder  these  fortunate  local  bodies, 
who  does  not  consider  that  the  rates  are  alto- 
gether in  excess  of  the  needs  of  the  looal  dis- 
tricts, and  that  they  are  imposed  for  no  other 
purpose  than  grabbing  a  share  of  the  Govern- 
ment subsidy.  We  had  a  return  upon  the 
table  here  last  year  showing  that,  under  Uie 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1887.] 


Parliamentary 


[COUNCIL.]        Honorarium,  dc.  Bill.       463 


GoTemment  Loans  to  Local  Bodies  Act,  more  | 
than  a  qdarter  of  a  million  of  liabilities 
and  expenses  had  been  incuired  within  the 
first  three  or  four  months  of  the  Act  coming 
into  operation.  I  have  asked  for  a  return  to  be 
famished  to  the  Council  of  the  expenses,  in 
continuation  of  the  previous  return,  up  till  the 
SOth  September  last;  and  I  shall  not  be  sur- 
prised myself,  and  the  members  of  the  Council 
need  not  be  surprised,  if,  when  this  return  is 
laid  on  the  table,  it  shows  that  our  liabilities 
nnder  the  Act  amount  to  half  a  million  of 
money.  These  are  all  points  which,  I  am  sure, 
will  not  escape  the  attention  of  the  Govern- 
ment, but  which  certainly  have  not  yet  been 
declared  as  entering  into  their  programme.  So 
far  from  opposing  the  Government,  I  have  the 
most  earnest  and  honest  hope  that,  in  regard 
to  the  questions  to  which  I  have  made  refer- 
ence, their  policy  vVili  be  sach  as  I  con 
cordially  support.  One  gentleman  told  us  that 
pablio  opinion  would  condemn  us  if  we  adopted 
this  resolution.  Sir,  there  is  no  one  in  this 
Council  who  has  more  respect  for  a  well- 
informed  and  intelligent  public  opinion  than  I 
myself  have.  But  I  have  no  respect  for  a  public 
opinion  that  is  what  I  call  "  shoddy  "  in  cha- 
racter—  a  public  opinion  which  is  manufac- 
tured de  die  in  dietn,  a  public  opinion  which 
is  manufactured  and  promulgated  by  self- 
constitnted  high  priests  of  the  temple  of  know- 
ledge, whose  origin  is  certainly  not  divine.  I 
have  been  engaged,  myself ,  in  the  manu- 
facture of  public  opinion.  I  have  had  my 
hand  upon  the  machine,  and  I  know  ex- 
actly how  to  appreciate  the  value  of  the  pro- 
duct. I  am  not  afraid  that  the  people  of  the 
colony  will  condemn  me  for  having  used  my 
humble  endeavours  to  save  them  £18,000  in 
gratuities  to  representatives — an  expenditure 
which,  in  my  opinion,  is  absolutely  unnecessary. 
Sir,  I  need  not  detain  the  Council  longer,  and 
I  do  not  supposo  anything  I  could  say  would 
alter  the  decision  of  the  Cotmcil  upon  the 
subject ;  but  I  think  that  there  ought  to  be  a 
permanent  protest  recorded  on  the  minutes 
of  the  Council  against  the  departure  from  the 
system,  in  respect  to  the  payment  of  members, 
which  has  been  established  by  law  in  this 
colony.  Sir,  I  have  heard  no  sufficient  reason 
whatever  to  justify  that  departure.  It  is  on 
invidious  distinction,' which  I  resent  with  all 
my  force.  I  do  not  want  more  pay  than  is 
proposed  to  be  given  by  the  BUI  which  is 
now  before  the  Council ;  but  I  do  want  that 
encouragement  shall  not  be  given  for  illegal 
practices  at  elections ;  I  do  want  that  subsidies 
shall  not  bo  provided  by  the  State  to  reimburse 
expenses  incurred  in  the  evasion  or  violation 
of  the  law,  or  for  expenses  incurred  for  personal 
purposes,  which    can  in  no  sense  be  called 

fenerol,  and  which,  if  incurred,  should  be 
efrayed  by  those  persons  by  whom  and  for 
whose  interests  they  are  incurred.  I  am  quite 
clear  upon  that.  These  expenses  are  not 
constant ;  they  do  not  occur  in  every  case. 
One-third  of  the  members  of  the  House  of 
Representatives  represent  city  or  suburban 
constitueneieg.    They  can  travel  from  one  end 


to  the  other  of  their  district  for  8d.  Many 
honourable  members  declare  their  unwilling- 
ness to  accept  this  douceur.  One-half  of  the 
communications  which  members  receive  dur- 
ing Parliament  are  applications  from  friends 
anxious  for  billets,  and  most  probably  the 
other  half  come  from  gentlemen  who  have 
axes  to  grind,  or  from  local  bodies  which  have 
little  jobs  to  be  accomplished.  Sir,  I  say  that 
the  colony  is  no  more,  as  a  whole,  bound  to 
supply  funds  to  reimburse  members  for  these 
expenses  than  the  keeper  of  a  dairy  is  bound  to 
allow  rats  which  surround  his  cheese  to  get 
into  it  for  their  supper.  I  have  no  doubt 
my  honourable  friend  will  be  able  to  carry 
these  Bills ;  but  I  am  very  sorry  that  he 
thought  it  necessary  to  warn  ua  that  if  they 
were  not  carried  they  would  be  forced  down 
the  throats  of  the  Council  by  that  process 
which  is  known  as  "  tacking." 

The  Hon.  Sir  P.  WHITAKER.— Sly  honour- 
able friend  is  mistaken.  I  said  nothing  of  the 
kind. 

The  Hon.  Dr.  POLLEN.— I  am  not  in 
accord  with  some  members  of  the  Council  upon 
this  question  of  the  privilege  of  the  Council — 
as  to  its  power  and  authority  of  dealing  with 
money  Bills.  But  I  have  very  clear  and  dis- 
tinct faith  on  that  subject,  founded  not  upon 
parliamentary  custom,  but  upon  written  law. 
I  look  to  the  Constitution  Act,  and  I  find  that 
there  is  one  exception  stated  there  to  the 
power  of  the  Council  in  dealing  with  money 
Bills,  and  that  is,  that  those  Bills  shall  not 
originate  in  the  Council.  That  being  the  ex- 
ception stated,  I  think  my  honourable  friend 
himself  will  admit  that,  as  a  matter  of  legal 
construction,  the  general  powers  are  held  by 
us.  However,  I  shall  not  discuss  that  question 
now ;  but  I  hope  that,  if  the  Council  should 
refuse  to  read  the  Honorarium  Bills  a  second 
time,  honourable  gentlemen  in  another  place 
will  not  be  rash  enough  to  provoke  a  conflict 
with  this  House  upon  the  question  that  the 
Coimcil  has  refused  to  allow  them  to  take 
more  money  from  the  public  purse  than  the 
members  of  this  Council  think  they  are  justly 
entitled  to.  I  have  no  fear  of  a  conflict  of  that 
kind.  But,  if  it  did  occur,  I  should,  in  my  place 
in  this  Council,  not  hesitate  to  defend  the  right 
of  the  Council  to  deal  with  measures  of  that 
kind ;  I  should  bo  prepared  to  move  that  the 
Appropriation  Bill  itself  should  be  read  that  day 
six  months,  and  leave  to  the  other  side  the  re- 
sponsibility of  the  mischief  they  provoked.  I 
have  talked  upon  this  subject  very  much  more 
than  is  usual  with  me  ;  and  I  have  said  my 
last  say  upon  the  question.  I  hope  this  motion 
will  be  recorded  in  ihe  minutes  of  the  Council ; 
and  I  am  quite  satisfied  that  the  Council  shall 
deal  with  the  Bills  as  it  deems  best  without 
further  interference  on  my  part. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  STEVENS.— The  suggestion 
made  by  the  Hon.  Mr.  Reynolds,  that  the  Go- 
vernment should  withdraw  this  Bill  and  rein- 
troduce it  in  a  form  exactly  in  conformity  with 
his  views,  is  one  which,  I  think,  oan  only  have 
been  dictated  by  the  natural  benevolence  of 
my  honourable  mend's  disposition ;  but,  much 
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as  we  may  admire  this  disposition,  I  venture 
to  taJce  the  opportunity  of  informing  my 
honourable  friend  that,  although  I  have  no 
doubt  that  the  Government  will  take  this 
suggestion,  or  any  other  suggestion  that  he 
may  make  to  us,  at  its  true  value,  we  are 
not  in  a  position  to  accept  his  recommenda- 
tion. The  Hon.  Dr.  Pollen,  in  the  course  of 
his  earlier  remarks,  informed  us  that  the  pay- 
ment of  honorarium  to  the  members  of  both 
Chambers  for  a  number  of  years  past  has  had 
nothing  to  do  with  our  fiiuuicial  difficulties.  I 
'  am  not  aware  that  any  one  ever  suggested  that 
it  had.  Then,  Sir,  the  honourable  gentleman 
proceeded 

The  Hon.  Dr.  POLLEN.— I  said,  "did  not 
cause  them." 

The  Hon.  Mr.  STEVENS.  — Precisely ; 
which  is  practically  the  same  thing.  Then, 
my  honourable  friend  informed  us,  in  his 
rather  lengthy  remarks,  that  the  real  cause 
of  the  misfortunes  of  the  country  was  the 
•expenditure  which  has  taken  place  on  pub- 
lic works,  and  our  extravagance  in  other 
such  ways,  and  that  small  economics  were 
of  no  use  in  a  case  of  financial  difficulty 
such  as  oars.  I  have  heard  exactly  that 
argument  used  over  and  over  again  for  many 
vears  past  when  any  attempt  whatever  has 
been  made  to  promote  a  spirit  of  economy 
in  the  country.  It  is  because  the  Govern- 
ment held  that  vigorous  measures  were  neces- 
sary that  they  came  to  the  determination  to 
give  effect,  as  far  as  they  could,  to  the  very 
distinct  expression  of  opinion  in  the  colony  in 
favour  of  retrenchment  on  a  large  scale,  and 
have  brought  forward  the  proposals  to  Parlia- 
ment wliioh  they  have  done.  And,  in  point 
of  fact,  that  is  the  main  ground  on  which 
this  Government  took  office.  In  saying  this  I 
may  say  that  it  has  become  our  duty,  from  the 
position  we  have  taken  up  in  regard  to  it,  not 
to  swerve  in  the  smallest  degree  from  tlie  lines 
we  have  laid  down,  in  obedience,  wo  believe,  to 
the  voice  of  the  constituencies  at  large ;  and 
that,  without  making  such  threats  as  have 
been  alluded  to  by  my  honourable  friend  who 
has  just  spoken,  we,  without  making  threats 
at  all,  feel  it  necessary  to  say,  once  again,  we 
consider  it  our  duty  to  adhere  to  that  position. 
There  are  few  persons  who  have  hod  any  ex- 
perience of  the  financial  affairs  of  this  country 
who  will  be  found  to  disagree  with  the  Hon. 
Dr.  Pollen  in  his  remarks  as  to  the  frightful 
extravagance  and  the  unexampled  expendi- 
ture which  have  taken  place  during  the  last 
fifteen  years  on  public  works  and  other  objects. 
But  it  is  also,  at  the  same  time,  true  that 
economy  has  to  be  practised  in  the  direction 
of  the  annual  expenditure — far  more  practised 
than  we  desire  to  see  it — owing  to  the  great  rate 
at  which  the  interest  on  the  public  debt  has 
progressed;  and  that,  if  there  should  be  any 
hesitation  in  taking  vigorous  and  consistent 
steps  in  the  direction  of  economizing  in  our 
ordinary  expenditure,  we  shall  find  that  we  shall 
only  go  from  bad  to  worse,  until  measures 
similar  to  those  the  Government  propose  will 
have  perforce  to  be  adopted.  We  have  deter- 
Eon,  Mr.  Stevens 


mined,  in  pursuance  of  the  plan, we  have 
adopted,  to  bring,  if  by  any  possibility  we  can,, 
our  ordinary  expenditure  within  revenue ;  and 
that  is  the  tendency  of  the  proposals  which  have 
been  laid  by  the  Colonial  Treasurer  before  Par- 
liament. This  is  part — possibly  not  a  large  part 
— of  these  very  proposals ;  and  I  say  it  is  one- 
of  those  parts  that  are  essential  to  the  wholes- 
it  goes  hand  in  hand  with  the  general  reductioit 
in  ordinary  expenditure.  We  trust  we  shall  be 
supported  in  reducing  the  expenditure  of  publio- 
money  on  public  works  within  reasonable  limits ; 
and  X  submit  that  this  has  been  the  character 
of  all  the  proposals  which  have  hitherto  been 
laid  before  Parliament  this  session ;  and  we 
have  given  no  evidence  whatever  of  any  desire 
to  continue  the  rate  of  expenditure  such  as 
has  been  condemned  by  the  Hon.  Dr.  Pollen. 
Under  these  circumstances,  I  fail  entirely  to 
understand  how  my  honourable  friend  can  say 
that  he  has  no  idea  of  what  the  final  policy  of 
the  Government  is,  and  that  it  is  going  to  be 
developed  piece  by  piece.  Has  my  honourable 
friend  ever  read  the  Financial  Statement?' 
Has  he  over  examined  the  principles  of  the 
Government  in  regard  to  the  very  measures, 
which  he  has  now  said  that  he  has  fre- 
quently urged  should  be  adopted?  Has  he 
considered  the  principles  in  reference  to  th& 
Crown  and  Native  Lands  Rating  Act  ?  I  may 
say  that  the  Statement  bristles  with  the  very 
kind  of  economies  that  my  honourable  friend 
says  ought  to  be  made.  I  submit  that  he 
has  neglected  to  study  the  proposals  of  the 
Government,  and  he  has  rashly  condemned 
them  without  having  made  himself  ordinarily 
familiar  with  them.  He  has  accused  us,  or,  at 
all  events,  suggested  that  we  have  failed  to  re- 
cognise the  importance  of  a  redaction  in  the 
educational  expenditure;  whereas  this  is  a  lead- 
ing part  of  our  economies.  It  is  one  on  which, 
no  doubt,  a  great  difference  of  opinion  exists, 
and  one  on  which  the  Government  has  received, 
and  is  likely  to  receive,  and  has  expected,, 
a  large  amount  of  criticism.  But  how  my 
honourable  friend  can  find  it  possible  to  say 
that  we  have  neglected  this  important  branch 
of  the  subject  of  economy,  or  that  we  have 
failed  to  recognise  the  importance  of  a  less 
wide  distribution  of  subsidies  to  local  bodies,  I 
am  entirely  at  a  loss  to  understand.  Without 
desiring  to  occupy  more  time  than  I  con  pos- 
sibly avoid,  I  may  add  my  testimony,  having 
been  a  member  of  the  House  of  Bepresenta- 
tives  for  a  number  of  years,  to  that  of  the  Hon. 
Mr.  McLean  and  other  members  of  the  Coun- 
cil in  regard  to  the  item  of  additional  expense 
of  members  of  the  House  of  Bepresentatives. 
There  are  a  large  number  of  districts  in  the 
colony  where,  putting  altogether  aside  the 
question  of  election  expenses,  there  are  very 
hoary  expenses  daring  the  recess  which  it  is 
absolutely  impossible  for  a  member  to  escape. 
Not  only  are  there  the  telegrams  which  have 
been  spoken  of,  and  the  additional  subscrip- 
tions, and  so  forth ;  but  in  the  larger  country 
districts  the  necessary  cost  of  travelling  in 
order  to  discharge  the  recognised  duty  of 
members— that  of  meeting  their  constituents 
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in  the  difieient  centres  of  poptilation  in  the 
districts — entails  expenditure  which  is  abso- 
lutely onavoidable,  and  which  is  veiy  la^e; 
and  I  submit  that  this  alone  is  quite  sufficient 
ground  for  making  the  distinction  of  £50  for 
the  additional  expenses  proposed  in  this  Bill. 
I  will,  further,  say  that,  as  regards  meeting  the 
expenses  of  elections,  an  amount  of  £50  would 
be  absolutely  inadequate  to  meet  contested 
elections  in  a  general  way.  But  there  are  the 
other  expenses,  which,  I  venture  to  think, 
should  be  quite  a  su£Bcient  warrant  for  pass- 
ing this  clause  in  the  Bill.  I  am  not  going 
now  into  any  question  of  the  dignity  of  the 
Council.  I  do  not  recognise  that  this  is  in- 
volved in  the  question  at  all,  either  in  the  Bill 
or  in  the  motion.  But  I  do  make  this  appeal  to 
honourable  members.  It  is  unnecessary  to  say 
much  after  the  appeal  of  the  Hon.  Js\t.  Water- 
bouse  ;  but  what  I  do  say  is  that,  as  a  member 
of  this  Chamber,  I  do  most  sincerely  trust  that 
it  will  itself  support  the  Govemmeut,  whatever 
that  Government  may  be,  in  endeavouring  to 
rescue  this  colony  from  its  financial  difficulties. 
A  responsibility  of  the  gravest  character  rests 
on  this  Chamber.  There  are  few  who  have 
studied  the  financial  condition  of  the  country 
as  some  of  us  have  done,  myself  amongst  the 
nomber,  but  know  the  urgency  of  setting  our 
finances  in  order.  I  once  more  beg  honourable 
members  —  whether  at  the  cost  of  a  certain 
pecimiary  sacrifice,  whether  at  the  cost  of  a 
little  dignity — to  aid  any  one  in  entering  upon 
a  course  which  has  become  absolutely  necessary 
for  the  well-being  of  the  colony. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  BARNICOAT.— I  had  hoped, 
and  had  been  led  to  believe,  that  the  question 
of  honorarium  would  very  briefly  engage  the 
attention  of  the  Council,  and  that  a  decision 
would  probably  be  arrived  at  after  very  little 
discussion.  But,  as  many  honourable  mem- 
bets  have  spoken  on  the  subject,  I  must  be 
indulged  for  a  few  minutes  while  I  give  my 
reasons  for  the  vote  I  am  about  to  give.  It  is 
understood  by  members  of  the  Council  that  the 
motion  which  is  avowedly  under  discussion — 
for  the  Bill  seems  to  be  under  discussion  also 
—  is  in  opposition  to  the  Bill ;  that  it  con- 
flicts with  the  Bill  which  is  immediately  to  be 
brought  before  the  Council.  I  must  therefore 
vote  against  this  motion,  but  I  do  not  see  how 
it  can  be  done  directly.  It  can  be  done,  but 
only  by  means  of  carrying  "the  previous 
question."  Thoso  who  vote  in  the  negative 
would  say  that  this  Council  will  not  "  concur 
willingly  with  the  House  of  Representatives 
in  any  reduction  of  allowanceii  to  members 
which  shall  maintain  the  equality  of  treatment 
between  the  two  Chambers  established  by '  The 
Parliamentary  Honorarium  and  Privileges  Act, 
1884.' "  Those  who  wish  to  sot  aside  ihe  mo- 
tion should  resort  to  the  expedient  of  "  the 
previous  question."  Although  much  may  be 
said  for  an  equality  of  payment  to  the  mem- 
bers of  both  Houses — and  I  admit  it  is  reason- 
able in  one  point  of  view,  for  the  duties  of 
members  of  both  Houses  are  of  equal  import- 
ance, and  they  are  engaged  on  the  same 
legislatiTe  duties,  and  are  the  same  time  away 


from  home  and  its  occupations — still,  it  must 
be  apparent  that  the  duties  of  members  of  the 
two  branches  of  the  Legislature  are  unequally 
onerous  and  troublesome.  The  labours  of  the 
members  of  the  other  House  are  very  much 
greater  than  ours ;  they  begin  before  the  ses- 
sion begins,  and  close  long  after  its  termina- 
tion ;  and  during  the  session  their  labours  are 
much  more  exhaustiv,  .md  wearisome.  I  think, 
therefore,  they  may  fairly  command  a  higher 
honorarium.  But  this  difference  may  be  over- 
estimated, and  I  think  it  is  too  liberally  al- 
lowed for  in  the  Bill  before  the  Council,  ka 
to  the  compensation  which  is  supposed  to.be 
given  for  the  expenses  in  connection  with  elec- 
tions, and  so  on,  I  may  say  that,  if  there  are 
four  sessions  in  this  Parliament — that  of  1867, 
1888, 1889,  and  1890— the  members  of  the  other 
House  will  be  too  liberally  recompensed  for 
their  additional  expenditure  on  that  account. 
But  it  is  unbecoming  to  set  aside  any  measure 
coming  from  the  other  House  having  for  its 
main  object  the  reduction  of  parliamentary 
expenses.  One  member  says  that  this  Council 
will  bo  lowering  itself  in  tlie  estimation  of  the 
general  public  if  we  agree  to  the  proposed  re- 
duction; but  I  think  we  should  be  lowering 
ourselves  very  much  more  iu  the  estimation 
of  the  general  public  did  we  not  willingly  ac- 
cept the  Bill.  1  am  chiefly  influenced,  X  may 
say,  by  the  consideration  of  the  imwisdom  of 
any  action  which  might  be  interpreted  into  a 
want  of  sympathy  with  those  doomed  to  the 
merciless  process  of  retrenchment. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  OLIVER.— I  had  proposed  to 
moke  a  few  observations  on  this  matter,  but 
I  deferred  my  address  to  the  Council  in  the 
hope  that  those  who  favoured  the  views  of  the 
Hon.  Dr.  Pollen  would  come  to  his  assistance, 
and  would  argue  the  case  further  from  their 
point  of  view.  But  it  seems  that  the  whole 
duty  of  upholding  this  view  is  to  be  devolved 
upon  him  alone.  The  Hon.  Dr.  Pollen  told 
us,  in  effect,  that  in  certain  circumstances 
he  would  enter  with  a  light  heart  into  a 
conflict  with  the  other  branch  of  the  Legis- 
lature. He  claimed  for  the  Council  the  power 
to  meddle  with  money  Bills  except  in  the 
initiation  of  them.  I  hope  that  this  view  does 
not  commend  itself  to  members  of  this  Council, 
for  most  certainly,  if  the  Council  should  be  so 
ill-advised  as  to  enter  into  such  a  conflict,  not 
only  would  the  prestige  and  dignity  of  the 
Council  be  very  much  lowered  in  the  result, 
but  its  influence  for  good  also.  There  is 
no  constitutional  principle  more  firmly  esta- 
blished than  that  it  is  not  possible  for  any 
but  the  representatives  elected  by  the  people 
to  initiate  or  govern  taxation.  I  hope,  there- 
fore, that  this  view,  at  any  rate,  will  not 
have  countenance  from  the  Council.  A  great 
deal  has  been  said  as  to  the  loss  of  dignity 
of  this  Council  which  would  follow  the  ac- 
ceptance by  its  members  of  a  lower  money- 
allowance  for  the  performance  of  their  duties 
than  is  given  to  the  members  of  the  more 
popular  branch  of  the  Legislature.  I  by  no 
means  see  that  the  fact  of  receiving  payment 
necessarily  lowers  the  dignity  of  the  recipient 
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of  that  payment ;  but  I  do  say  this :  that  when 
very  high  functiona  are  performed — I  know  of 
none  higher  than  the  function  of  legislbting 
for  a  people — in  that  case  those  who  perform 
those  high  functions  increase  their  dignity 
not  by  the  amount  of  their  pay  being  increased, 
but  by  performing  tliem  for  little  pay  or  none 
at  all.  And  I  hope  that  this  view  will  be 
acknowledged  by  honourable  members  before 
they  give  a  moat  momentous  vote.  I  look  with 
great  alarm  on  the  way  in  which  this  question 
may  be  treated  by  the  Council.  I  feel  quite 
sure  that  the  Council  has  now  arrived  at  a 
critical  point  of  its  existence,  and  on  the  coarse 
which  may  be  taken  by  honourable  members 
in  regard  to  the  settlement  of  the  question  now 
before  us  will  depend  to  a  very  great  extent 
the  future  usefulness  of  this  branch  of  the 
Iiegislature.  I  hope,  therefore,  that  it  will  not 
adopt  this  motion,  which  is  in  opposition  to 
the  Bill  which  will  shortly  be  before  us,  and 
which,  in  fact,  we  are  now  considering  and  de- 
bating OS  fully  OS  the  resolution  of  my  honour- 
able friend  opposite.  There  is  no  doubt,  theo- 
retically, if  the  principle  of  payment  of  members 
is  adopted,  the  members  of  both  branches  of 
the  Legislature  are  entitled  to  equal  payment. 
I  do  not  think  a  word  can  be  said  against  that 
position.  But,  without  going  into  the  details 
of  the  items  of  expenditure  of  members  of  the 
other  branch,  which  we  are  not  called  upon  to 
inquire  into,  I  would  say  that  it  is  within  the 
knowledge  of  every  member  of  tliis  Council — 
that  it  is  a  matter  of  common  knowledge  and 
of  notoriety — that  the  members  of  the  other 
branch  of  the  Legislature  are  put  to  much 
greater  expense  in  the  performance  of  their 
duties  than  the  members  of  the  Council  are. 
I  would  therefore  pass  this  part  of  the  argu- 
ment by  altogether,  only  appealing  to  the 
general  knowledge  of  the  subject  which  we  all 
possess.  If  this  is  conceded,  then  I  say  this 
Bill  which  the  Qovcrument  have  introduced  is 
not  open  to  the  objection  which  seems  to  be 
raised  against  it  in  tho  terms  of  the  resolution 
of  the  Hon.  Dr.  Pollen.    It  says, — 

"  That  this  Council  will  concur  willingly 
with  the  House  of  Representatives  in  any  re- 
duction of  allowances  to  members  which  shall 
maintain  the  equality  of  treatment  between 
the  two  Chambeni  established  by  '  The  Par- 
liamentary Honorarium  and  Privileges  Act, 
1884.'  " 

I  say  that,  if  it  is  conceded  that  members  of 
the  other  branch  of  the  Legislature  must  neces- 
sarily be  put  to  greater  expense  in  the  perform- 
ance of  their  duty  than  the  members  of  this 
branch  are  put  to,  it  follows  that,  if  the  same 
sum  of  money  were  paid  to  both,  there  would  be 
then  no  equality  of  treatment — there  would  be 
an  inequality  of  treatment.  Therefore,  it  seems 
to  me,  the  Bill  is  not  open  to  the  objection 
which  my  honourable  fnend  opposite  urges 
against  it.  Recently  we  had  before  us  a  ques- 
tion of  limiting  by  law  the  number  of  the  mem- 
bers of  this  Council.  Tho  views  I  expressed 
wero  adverse  to  the  adoption  of  a  limit,  and  I 
think  the  way  this  question  may  possibly  be 
settled  affords  a  strong  argument  for  the  posi- 
Hon.  Mr.  Oliver 


tion  I  then  took  up.  There  is  no  donbt  that  if 
the  Council  rejects  this  Bill  there  are  seve- 
ral ways  in  which  the  views  of  the  Council 
may  be  overborne.  We  have  not  been  threa- 
tened by  the  Government  at  all.  It  has 
been  stated  that  the  Government  threatened 
the  Council  with  what  would  be  the  resnlt 
if  they  rejected  the  measure.  We  have  had 
no  such  threat.  We  were  warned  that  the  re- 
sult might  not  be  desirable  from  the  point  of 
view  of  this  Council ;  bat  there  were  no  threats 
used.  But,  still,  it  is  within  the  knowledge 
of  us  all  that  there  are  some  ways  in  which 
the  opposition  of  the  Council  can  be  overborne. 
A  tack  has  been  mentioned  by  the  Hon.  Dr. 
Pollen,  and  there  may  be  a  number  of  ap- 
pointments made  in  the  Council  sufficient  to 
overbear  resistance.  I  hope,  Sir,  none  of  these 
alternatives  will  become  necessary.  I  sincerely 
hope  that  the  Council  will  on  this  occasion 
adopt  the  course  which  prudence  and  wisdom 
dictate.  From  my  point  of  view,  having  already 
mode  the  Council  aware  that  I  was  not  a  be- 
liever in  tho  payment  of  Councillors  at  all,  I 
shall  not  be  misunderstood  if  I  say  tliat  the 
Bill  is  deficient  in  one  small  particular.  It  is 
in  its  failure  to  make  some  larger  provision 
for  the  expenses  of  members  in  attending  the 
second  session  of  Parliament  during  the  same 
year.  If  the  principle  is  adopted  that  a  suffi- 
cient amount  should  be  paid  members  to  re- 
imburse them  their  expenses,  then  £oO  for  the 
second  session  will  not  he  sufficient;  and  on 
that  ground  I  think  the  Bill  is  defective.  But 
that  does  not  apply  to  the  current  j'ear,  because 
every  member  of  the  Council  who  has  attended 
the  first  session  this  year  has  already  re- 
ceived £210;  and,  therefore,  for  this  session 
that  objection  would  not  apply.  But  we  have 
not  only  to  consider  this  year,  but  the  future, 
and  I  think  the  Bill  is  in  that  particular  defec- 
tive from  the  point  of  view  of  the  Government, 
that  a  sufficient  sum  must  be  i>aid  to  reimburse 
expenses.  But  that  is  only  a  small  defect,  and 
con  be  easily  corrected  at  a  future  time.  I  urge 
the  Council  not  to  place  itself  in  a  false  position 
by  the  rejection  of  the  Bill. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  CHAM  BERLIN  .—As  I  think 
the  reduction  affects  every  member  of  the 
Council  personally,  I  think  they  should  all 
have  on  opportunity  of  expressing  their  opinions 
in  Parliament.  The  remarks  1  am  about  to 
moke  on  the  subject  are  not  uttered  in  any 
party  spirit  at  all.  I  belong  neither  to  one 
party  nor  to  the  other.  As  far  as  the  present 
Government  are  concerned,  I  have  every  respect 
for  them ;  but,  with  regard  to  some  of  their 
measures,  I  am  sorry  to  say  I  cannot  quite 
approve  of  them,  and  the  present  is  among  that 
number.  In  reference  to  a  remark  which  fell 
from  the  Hon.  Mr.  Waterhouse,  that  members 
of  another  place  were  quite  prepared  to  sacri- 
fice their  principles,  and  that  members  of  the 
Council  are  not  so  prepared,  now,  Sir,  it  is 
quite  easy  to  conceive  that  the  members  of  the 
House  are  so  prepared,  because  every  one  of 
them,  without  doubt,  has  the  greatest  confi- 
dence in  himself,  and  thinks  tiiat  he,  at  all 
events,  will  be  returned.    There  is  no  doubt,  in 
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my  opinion,  that  that  is  the  feeling  of  memben 
in  another  place.  And,  tvhat  is  more,  of  course 
they  have  been  elected  to  cany  out  a  retrenoh- 
ment  policy,  and  they  knew  very  vrell  that 
if  they  rejected  the  reduction  of  members  in 
their  own  Chamber  they  would  be  flying  in 
the  face  of  the  iiutruotions  they  have  re- 
ceived from  their  constituents.  With  regard 
to  members'  expenses,  I  have  heard  it  stated 
by  several  members  of  the  other  House 
that  it  is  necessary  that  they  should  have  a 
larger  honorarium  to  meet  their  expenses.  I 
totally  disagree  with  that.  I  think  it  is  a 
wrong  principle  that  the  representatives  of  the 
people  should  be  put  in  by  their  self-seeking  ; 
my  opinion  is,  that  the  candidate  should  be 
sought  out  by  the  constituency,  and  should  be 
picked  from  the  few  men  who  are  best  capable 
of  looking  after  the  interests  and  welfare  of 
the  colony.  It  is  well  known  that  wherever 
representative  government  is  in  existence  the 
candidates  who  come  forward  have  objects  of 
their  own  to  serve,  rather  than  the  objects  of 
the  people  whom  they  profess  to  serve.  It  is 
true  that  in  Great  Britain  there  are  many 
gentlemen  of  great  wealth  and  leisure  who  de- 
sire to  be  in  the  House  for  the  sake  of  the  posi- 
tion ;  but  in  a  colony  like  this,  where  there  are 
comparatively  few  men  of  wealth  and  leisure, 
they  cannot  afford  the  time  and  expense  con- 
nected with  attending  this  Assembly  without 
considerable  loss  to  themselves,  unless  it  is  re- 
couped by  a  considerable  honorarium.  It  is  not 
merely  the  expenses  of  attending  a  session  that 
have  to  be  considered,  but  it  is  what  a  man  may 
lose  by  being  away  from  his  home,  business,  or 
profession.  We  have  a  gentleman  who  lives  not 
a  hxmdred  miles  from  the  post-office  in  Auck- 
land, who  says  that  every  day  he  is  absent  from 
that  neighbourhood  he  undergoes  a  loss  of  £25. 
There  are  many  others  in  a  very  similar  posi- 
tion, either  professional  men  or  business  men. 
I  consider  that  when  gentlemen  come  for- 
ward and  sacrifice  their  time  at  a  very  large 
expense  some  consideration  should  be  given 
to  them.  It  was  true  that,  in  the  case  I 
mentioned,  the  existing  honorarium  is  a  very 
small  consideration  for  such  loss.  I  would 
prohibit  every  candidate  for  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives in  any  way  soliciting  a  vote,  or  going 
to  any  expense  in  contesting  a  seat  in  the 
House  of  Kepresentatives ;  and  I  maintain  that 
tt  shonld  be  made  criminal  to  do  anything  of 
that  kind  at  all.  Let  him,  as  a  representative, 
be  sent  here  by  the  will  and  wisdom  of  the 
people  ;  and  let  members  not  be  men  who  are 
seeking  their  own  personal  objects,  or  who  desire 
to  grind  their  axes.  If  no  honorarium  were 
given,  whac  would  be  the  result  ?  The  House 
would  consist  to  a  very  large  extent  of  wealthy 
men.  That  I  should,  personally,  be  delighted  to 
see,  because,  at  heart,  I  am  a  thorough  con- 
•ervative.  But  we  are  a  democratic  country, 
and  to  go  back  to  that  is  out  of  the  question. 
Therefore  I  maintain  there  should  be  sufficient 
honorarium  to  pay  members  their  reasonable 
expenses.  It  should  not  be  sufficient  to  create 
A  class  of  politicians  who  would  make  it  a  pro- 
I  should  not  be  in  favour  of  that,  as 


it  would  x>robably  have  the  effect  of  raising  np 
a  number  of  carpetbag  men,  who  would  make 
their  living  out  of  the  country  at  the  rate  of 
£800  a  year.  We  have  had  a  comparison  of 
the  work  done  in  this  House  with  that  done 
in  the  House  of  Representatives.  It  hag 
been  stated  that  the  members  of  the  other 
House  have  to  undergo  much  longer  sittings 
than  we  have  to  undergo.  But  the  reason 
of  that  is  that  they  waste  so  much  time  in 
mere  simple  talk ;  and  to  what  purpose  7 — 
not  talking  upon  the  merits  or  demerits  of  the 
Bills  brought  before  them,  but  merely  to  torn 
out  the  existing  Government  and  get  into  office 
themselves.  As  to  the  value  of  the  work,  I 
consider  that,  if  that  were  taken  into  considera- 
tion, we  ought  to  have  in  this  Chamber  double 
the  pay  they  get  in  the  other  Chamber,  because 
I  look  upon  it  that  the  work  done  in  this 
Chamber  is  far  more  valuable.  Here  we  go  into 
the  Bills  thoroughly,  and  do  efficiently  the 
work  that  is  placed  before  us ;  whereas  Bills 
are  sent  from  another  place  in  order  to  be 
thoroughly  criticized  and  mastered  and  im- 
proved in  this  Chamber.  I  cannot  help  think- 
ing that  the  real  object  of  this  Bill  is  simply  to 
further  the  interest  of  a  certain  class  in  the 
colony  who  desire  to  take  advantage  of  the 
benefits  arising  from  measures  of  this  kind,  and 
to  obtain  a  power  against  the  interests  of  the 
people  and  the  democracy  of  the  colony.  I 
shall  certainly  vote  in  favour  of  the  resolution 
of  the  Hon.  Dr.  Pollen. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  PEACOCK.— In  reference  to 
the  question  now  before  the  Council  I  wish  to 
state  my  opinion.  Upon  a  former  occasion  I 
had  the  honour  of  bringing  before  the  Council 
a  resolution  endeavouring  to  effect  retrench- 
ment by  a  reduction  in  the  honorarium.  But 
it  will  be  remembered  that  on  that  celebrated 
occasion  I  got  rather  "  sat "  upon,  I  did  not  get 
that  hearty  support  of  honourable  members 
which  I  am  glad  to  see  the  Bill  before  us  now 
is  getting.  I  am  much  pleased  to  see  the  Bill 
is  now  introduced,  and  I  hope  it  will  be  agreed 
to.  I  thoroughly  agree  with  every  word  that 
the  Hon.  Mr.  Wateihouse  has  uttered  on  this 
subject.  Ho  exactly  represented  my  views  in  a 
manner  better,  perhaps,  than  I  should  have  ex- 
pressed them  myself,  and  therefore  I  need  not 
detain  the  House  any  longer.  I  think  there 
is  a  difference  between  this  body  and  the  other 
Chamber  which  has  not  been  alluded  to,  for, 
while  we  retain  our  seats,  no  matter  what  hap- 
pens, for  life,  those  gentlemen  are  liable  to 
lose  theirs  by  dissolution  even  before  they  have 
had  an  opportunity  of  reimbursing  themselves. 
I  shall  give  my  hearty  support  to  the  Bill,  and 
shall  be  very  glad  indeed  if  the  Council  will 
support  it. 

The  Hon.  llr.  BONAR.— I  desire  to  say  that, 
although  I  did  not  give  my  vote  for  the  suspen- 
sion of  the  Standing  Orders,  still  I  am  very 
glad  that  this  resolution  proposed  by  the  Hon. 
Dr.  Pollen  has  cohie  on  for  discussion  before 
we  come  to  the  consideration  of  the  Bill ;  be- 
cause I  think,  no  matter  what  has  been  seated 
and  what  reasons  may  have  been  assigned,  it 
is  right   that    this   Council  should  have  an 
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opportunity  of  expressing  its  opinion  on  this 
subject  before  expressing  its  decision  on  the 
Bill ;  and  I  was  a  little  surprised  that  an  op- 
portunity was  not  afforded  by  the  Government 
earlier,  seeing  that  it  was  announced  in  the 
Financial  Statement  that  resolutions  on  this 
subject  were  to  be  -  brought  down  for  the 
consideration  of  the  Council  before  any 
measure  wai  submitted.  The  statement 
there  is  as  follows :  "  The  Government  will 
invito  the  Legislative  Council  to  express, 
by  resolution,  its  opinion  that  the  hono- 
rarium paid  to  its  members  should  not  ex- 
ceed £100."  It  was  contemplated  to  do  this 
when  the  Hon.  the  Attorney-General  brought 
down  his  resolution,  which,  for  reasons  best 
known  to  himself,  was  withdrawn  ;  and  I 
was  glad  to  see  this  resolution  brought  before 
us,  because  it  enables  the  Council  to  give 
expression  to  its  feelings  without  embarrass- 
ment to  any  honourable  member.  I  hope 
the  Council  will  pass  the  resolution.  It  ex- 
presses what  has  been,  practically,  the  law 
of  the  land  hitherto.  It  was  the  practice 
of  Parliament  that  both  Houses  should  be 
placed  exactly  on  the  same  footing  one  with 
the  other;  and,  without  wishing  to  claim  any 
undue  praise  for  ourselves,  I  say  this  branch 
of  the  Legislature  has  taken  its  full  share  of 
responsibility  in  connection  with  all  matters 
coming  before  Parliament  for  its  consideration, 
and  that  we  do  our  business  in  a  more  business- 
like manner.  We  do  not  devote  so  much  time 
to  mere  talking,  and  we  are  not  to  have  it 
thrown  in  our  faces  afterwards  that  we  do  not 
sit  such  long  hours  as  the  House  of  Kepre- 
sentatives.  I  say  we  do  our  work  deliberately, 
and  free  from  all  the  embarrassments  which 
prevail  in  another  place.  I  do  not  wish  to 
follow  all  the  remarks  which  have  been  made 
in  respect  of  this  proposal ;  perhaps  I  do  not 
agree  with  all  that  has  been  said ;  but  I  think 
we  shall  be  doing  right  to  give  our  assent  to 
the  proposal  now  made.  Any  other  considera- 
tions can  be  dealt  with  afterwards  on  their  own 
basis.  I  may  say  that  it  has  been  found  more 
convenient  to  consider  the  Bill  along  with  this 
motion,  so  that  the  same  discussion  will  do  for 
both.  While  having  intimated  my  intention 
to  support  the  resolution,  I  do  so  in  no  spirit 
of  hostility  to  any  of  the  measures  of  the  Go- 
vernment, and  I  do  not  consider  I  am  acting 
inconsistently  when  I  say  that  I  intend  to 
give  the  second  reading  of  the  Bill  my  most 
hearty  support.  I  do  not  consider  that  that 
is  inconsistent ;  but — while  I  am  prepared  to 
give  this  Bill  my  hearty  support,  as  a  portion 
of  those  important  and  necessary  measures 
now  being  introduced  by  the  Government 
as  a  whole  in  the  shape  of  retrenchment, 
to  which  I  shall  give  my  hearty  co-operation 
— we  are  not  to  be  deterred  from  expressing 
our  opinions  upon  the  way  in  which  these 
measures  are  brought  do^vn,  and  I  do  regret 
the  mode  in  which  this  Honorarium  Bill 
has  been  brought  down  for  our  consideration, 
for  it  creates  inequality  which  ought  never 
to  have  been  created,  and  which  has  never 
been  observed  since  Parliament  came  into 
Son.  Mr.  Bonar 


being.  And,  while  talking  about  honorarium, 
I  may  refer  to  what  has  been  made  a  great 
deal  of — namely,  the  extra  SSO  as  allowance 
for  expenses  to  members  of  the  House  of  Be- 
presentatives.  The  expenses  of  members  are 
not  more  than  they  were  ten  or  fifteen  years 
ago,  and  I  cannot  see  why  this  extra  allowance 
should  be  given  at  the  very  moment  when  the 
severest  retrenchment  is  required ;  it  might 
have  been  left  over.  With  regard  to  the  mem- 
bers' expenses  for  telegrams  and  so  forth,  that 
does  not  come  to  anything  like  the  same  amount 
now  as  it  used  to  do  when  wo  had  large  sums  of 
borrowed  money  available  for  expenditure.  The 
telegrams  received  are  not  one  tithe  of  what 
they  had  been  before.  As  has  been  said,  a 
very  large  proportion  of  these  telegrams  were 
applications  for  assistance  in  some  form  or  other 
from  individuals  or  local  bodies ;  and,  in  refer- 
ence to  the  remarks  made  about  the  representa- 
tives having  to  bear  the  expense  of  sending 
the  telegrams!,  the  course  which  the  members 
ought  to  pursue,  and  which  some  do  pursue,  is 
to  send  back  their  communications  in  reply 
marked  "  Collect,"  so  that  the  burden  may  fall 
on  the  proper  shoulders.  Although  the  mem- 
bers of  this  Council  are  not  so  much  deluged 
with  communications  from  persons  resident  in 
their  districts,  still  there  are  those  who  have 
occupied  the  position  of  representatives  in  the 
district,  who  are  therefore  largely  applied  to  and 
who  have  large  expenses  to  bear,  quite  equal,  in 
fact,  to  those  which  the  members  of  the  House 
of  Representatives  are  put  to.  I  would  not  con- 
cede this  allowance,  and  I  should  like  to  have 
seen  that  clause  struck  out ;  then  there  would 
have  been  a  saving  in  this  session  of  the 
Assembly  in  that  respect.  A  great  deal  has 
been  said  about  what  has  been  done  in  the 
House  of  Representatives ;  but  the  position  of 
the  members  of  the  House  this  session  is 
precisely  what  it  would  have  been  bod  this 
Act  not  been  passed.  They  will  receive  £50 
honorarium  and  £50  for  allowances,  and  there- 
fore, instead  of  receiving  £105,  to  which  they 
would  have  been  entitled,  they  will  receive  only 
£5  less.  That  is  the  whole  difference.  My  own 
opinion  is  that  we  shall  find  this  item  of  allow- 
ances will  be  materially  increased  from  time  to 
time,  and  the  expenses  will  begin  to  go  on  again. 
As  regards  the  Councillors,  we  are  not  obliged 
to  attend  for  the  whole  session ;  but,  if  we  do  not 
attend  every  day  of  the  session,  neither  do  we 
draw  the  whole  of  our  honorarium,  and  this 
would  save  the  country  something.  Sometimes 
we  are  waiting  for  weeks,  while  other  parties 
are  settling  their  differences.  We  have  been 
told  by  the  Government  that  this  is  a  part  of 
the  great  policy  of  retrenchment  which  tbey 
intend  to  carry  out ;  and  I  think  that  there  is 
no  single  member  of  the  Council  who  will  not 
assist  in  that  direction,  and  join  in  the  hope 
that  this  policy  of  retrenchment  will  be  carried 
out.  I  am  sure  it  is  the  desire  of  every  mem- 
ber of  the  Council  to  assist  in  getting  tlie 
finances  of  the  colony  onco  more  restored  to  a 
a  sound  and  substantial  footing,  and  that  we 
shall  not  allow  any  personal  sacrifice  of  car 
pockets  or  feelings  to  interfere  with  that. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1887.] 


Parliamentary 


[COUNCIL.]         Honorarium,  dc.  Bill.      459 


The  Hon.  Mr.  MENZIES.— My  honourable 
friend  Dr.  Pollen  has  been  charged  with  trying 
to  fmstrate  the  object  of  the  Goyemment  in 
endeavouring  to  carry  out  retrenchment ;  but, 
Sir,  although  the  charge  has  been  made  by  a 
number  of  honourable  members,  it  appears 
to  me  that  the  charge  is  a  most  unfair  one 
— inconsistent  with  t^e  sentiments  which  the 
honourable  gentleman  expressed.  His  desire 
evidently  is,  and  the  resolution  if  carried 
out  would  be,  to  extend  retrenchment  still 
further  than  the  Government  desire  to  carry 
it.  I  was  surprised,  on  looking  first  at  the  Bill, 
and  reading  only  the  first  two  sections,  to  see 
that  the  effect  of  those  sections  would  be  very 
largely  to  increase  the  expenditure  for  this 
session ;  and,  looking  at  those  sections,  and 
looking  no  further  than  those  sections,  I  began 
to  cypher  out  the  possible  result,  and  a  feel- 
ing of  astonishment  crept  across  my  mind 
when  I  seemed  to  see  that  the  older  mem- 
bers in  another  place  were  jockeying  the 
younger  members,  and,  in  point  of  fact,  the 
effect  of  the  two  first  sections  would  be  to  give 
a  very  large  honorarium  to  the  elder  members 
and  a  smaller  one  to  the  new  members  ;  in 
fact,  that  the  elder  members  would  have  a  large 
addition  to  the  honorarium  that  was  supposed 
to  be  offered  by  the  Bill,  and  at  the  expense  of 
the  others.  But,  fortunately,  before  I  pro- 
ceeded to  take  the  Council  into  confidence  in 
this  matter,  I  looked  at  the  3rd  clause,  and 
there  I  found  that  the  other  clauses  were 
governed  by  the  final  one  ;  so  that,  in  point  of 
fact,  the  effect,  even  in  this  session,  will  be  a 
very  slight  reduction.  The  object  of  this  reso- 
lution, and  the  object,  I  trust,  of  the  majority 
of  the  members  of  this  Council,  will  be  to  carry 
retrenchment  still  further  in  this  direction,  and 
to  maintain  that  equality  of  the  honorarium 
given  to  members  of  both  Houses  which  has 
uniformly  prevailed  from  the  earliest  meetings 
of  the  .Assembly,  and  to  continue  it  still  further. 
The  supporters  of  this  resolution  are  charged 
with  endeavouring  to  introduce  inequality. 
Why,  it  is  the  equality  which  has  hitherto  pre- 
vailed that  they  seek  to  continue,  and  which 
this  Bill  seeks  to  destroy.  Some  honourable 
members  have  rather  taunted  those  who  go  with 
the  motion  with  the  fact,  or  what  they  assert 
to  be  the  fact,  that  the  only  reason  in  support 
of  the  motion  rests  on  the  very  able  speech  of 
the  honourable  member  who  moved  it.  But  the 
speeches  of  those  who  express  different  views 
have  deduced  no  arguments  which  invalidate 
the  arguments  used  by  the  Hon.  Dr.  Pollen. 
The  chief  arguments- in  antagonism  to' bis  were 
in  regard  to  the  propriety  of  making  additional 
allowances  to  the  members  of  the  House  of 
Representatives  in  consequence  of  election  ex- 
penses which  they  undergo ;  and  I  think  that 
argument  was  fairly  shattered  hy  more  than 
one  honourable  member  who  referred  to  the 
subject,  by  pointing  out  that  the  action  token 
by  any  candidate  for  a  seat  in  the  House  of 
Representatives  was  spontaneous.  A  candidate 
was  perfectly  without  compulsion  in  the  con- 
ditions in  which  he  came  forward,  and  neither 
he  nor  his  friends  had  any  right  to  claim  for 


him  any  consideration  for  the  expense  which 
he  thereby  incurred.  The  result  of  a  candi- 
dature at  a  general  election,  or  at  any  election, 
is  very  much  a  matter  of  chance.  It  may  be 
that  A.B.  will  be  elected ;  but  it  is  quite  on  the 
cards  that  CD.  will  be  elected  ;  and,  if  it  should 
so  happen  that  A.B.  is  elected  by  a  majority 
of  a  few  votes  over  CD.,  it  seems  to  me  ex- 
tremely partial  justice  that  A.B.  should  be  re- 
warded for  his  success,  when  in  the  course  of 
the  election  he  has  incurred  no  more  expense 
than,  possibly  not  even  so  much  as,  CD., 
whereas  he  gains  all  the  privileges  acquired  by 
being  successful.  He  gains  the  privilege  of 
political  power,  which  every  honourable  mem- 
ber possesses  more  or  less ;  ho  gains  the  entree 
to  the  best  club  in  the  colony ;  he  has  access 
to  the  library,  and  has  various  other  privileges 
which  1  need  not  state.  And,  in  order  to  place 
the  copcstone  on  all  these  privileges,  £50  more 
is  to  be  given  to  the  honourable  member 
who  has  won  all  these  things  —  whilst  the 
other,  who  might  be  equally  eligible,  perhaps 
more  so,  simply  because  he  has  not  been  able 
to  poll  quite  so  many  votes,  gets  nothing. 
That,  however,  was  not  the  only  reason.  It  is 
said  that  members  of  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives have  much  more  work  than  the  members 
of  the  Council.  To  honourable  members  who 
have  sat  in  this  Council  for  a  number  of  years 
the  idea  that  more  work  is  really  done  by 
individual  members  of  the  other  House  is 
very  amusing.  They  certainly  keep  up  longer 
hours  ;  but  I  think  that  the  amount  of  work 
done,  absolute,  clear  work,  is  generally  con- 
fined to  a  very  small  number,  and  that  the  ma- 
jority take  their  work  very  easily;  and  I  might 
odd  a  great  deal  to  illustrate  what  I  have  said, 
but  the  facts  are  undeniable,  and  are  known 
very  well  to  all  of  us.  These  are  the  two  great 
claims  —  namely,  election  expenses  and  the 
amount  of  work.  I  do  not  think  that,  if  the 
particular  amount  of  work  and  the  character 
of  the  work  done  by  the  two  Houses  are  con- 
trasted, it  will  be  found  that  the  value  of 
the  work  done  in  the  other  House  is  very 
superior.  In  connection  with  this  question  of 
election  expenses,  I  hope  my  honourable  friend 
will  explain  to  us  how  it  is  that  elections  can 
be  conducted  in  Wellington  for  half  the  cost  of 
those  at  any  other  place.  I  have  been  very 
much  puzzled  over  that  problem  ever  since  I 
was  here ;  and  I  think  it  is  a  problem  which  the 
Attorney-General  ought  to  endeavour  to  solve, 
for  the  instruction  of  the  Council.  It  seems 
ridiculous,  but  no  doubt  there  must  be  some 
'substratum  t>f  fact  in  the  matter.  What  those 
who  support  this  resolution  seek  is  to  maintain 
that  equality  which  has  always  prevailed  in 
respect  to  the  matter  of  the  honorarium  ;  and 
I  trust  they  will  be  successful.  One  honour- 
able member  strongly  deprecated  the  idea  of 
this  Council  thwarting  the  policy  of  the  Go- 
vernment. Other  honourable  members  went  a 
little  further,  and  deprecated  the  idea  of  the 
Council  interfering  in  any  way  with  the  finan- 
cial policy  of  the  Government.  The  financial 
policy  of  the  Goverimient  was  whole  and  entire, 
no  part  of  it  ought  to  be  meddled  vrith,  and 
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any  infraction  of  any  part  of  it  might  involve 
the  saoriflco  of  the  whole.  The  dootrine  is  not 
altogether  anew  one,  but  it  has  always  appeared 
to  me  that  the  chief  value  of  this  Council  lay 
in  the  direction  of  the  independent  action  which 
it  was  ready  to  take  upon  every  question.  The 
members  of  this  Oouncil  are  not  appointed  here 
as  tools  for  the  Government,  merely  to  register 
what  they  decree.  If  the  Council  is  to  continue 
of  any  value,  if  it  is  to  continue  to  be  respected, 
it  must  continue  to  express  this  independent 
opinion  as  to  what  is  brought  before  it,  and  to 
do  what  it  thinks  is  right,  whatever  the  con- 
sequences. I  do  not  at  all  admit  that  we  are 
necessarily  tied  down  to  what  have  been  called 
constitutional  precedents,  if  we  could  only  look 
to  precedents  in  the  House  of  Lords — and  I 
am  very  well  aware  it  has  been  the  practice  to 
look  for  precedents  there,  and  to  be,  to  a  great 
extent,  guided  by  what  we  find  has  been  the 
course  in  that  very  illustrious  body.  The  posi- 
tion in  this  Council  is  a  totally  different  one 
and  rests  on  a  very  different  basis  from  that  of 
the  House  of  Lords.  We  hold  our  position 
simply  upon  a  paper  Constitution.  Our  powers 
are  statutory,  and  those  we  have  were  derived 
originally,  and  perhaps  principally,  from  the 
Constitution  Act  ;  and  subsequently  these 
powers  have  been  extended  and  confirmed  in 
some  directions  by  Acts  of  the  Assembly — the 
Privileges  Act,  for  example.  I  deny  altogether 
that  this  Council  is  debarred  from  dealing  with 
questions  of  finance.  I  think  the  position  was 
laid  down  very  clearly  by  the  Hon.  Dr.  Pollen, 
that  under  the  Constitution  Act  all  questions 
of  finance  in  any  shape  must  be  initiated  in 
the  other  branch  of  the  Legislature — by  a  mes- 
sage from  the  Governor,  usually — hut  none  are 
to  bo  initiated  hero.  But,  beyond  this  restric- 
tion, that  of  debarring  the  Council  from  the 
initiation  of  financial  questions,  there  is  no 
statutory  prohibition  from  dealing  with  any 
financial  question  that  is  brought  before  us.  I 
am  quite  aware  that  the  custom  has  been,  and 
perhaps  it  is  a  constitutional  custom  to  follow, 
for  this  Council  not  to  meddle  with  finan- 
cial questions;  but  that  it  does  not  hesitate 
to  reject  any  financial  proposal  if  it  sees  it  is 
wrong  to  entertain  it.  An  nonourable  member 
who  sometimes  complains  of  the  pliancy  of  the 
Council  deprecated  tfao  idea  of  the  Council  in- 
terfering with  this  question,  seeing  it  was  a 
flnanoiEd  question,  and  attacked  what  he  con- 
sidered a  constitutional  privilege  which  the 
other  branch  of  the  Legislature  claimed,  to  con- 
trol all  financial  questions.  The  Council  is  not 
always  guided  by  such  timid  counsels  as  these. 
It  will  be  in  the  recollection  of  some  honourable 
members  that  on  one  occasion  they  thwarted 
and  reversed  the  financial  policy  of  the  late 
Colonial  Treasurer  at  a  time  when  he  was  in 
the  zenith  of  his  power;  and  its  action  no 
doubt  completely  subverted  the  policy  that  the 
Government  of  which  he  was  the  Colonial  Trea- 
surer laid  down.  I  should  be  very  sorry  indeed 
to  think  that  the  Council  would  fail  to  show 
this  perfect  spirit  of  independence  on  any  occa- 
sion on  which  it  was  necessary  to  exhibit  it ; 
and  in  this  particular  instance  I  think  we 
Son,  Mr.  Memiu 


should  be  allowing  inequality  by  agreeing  to 
what  is  proposed  in  a  Bill  which  is  not  mider 
consideration  now,  but  which  will  be  brought 
before  us  shortly.  We  should  simply  invite 
further  trespasses  upon  our  functions,  and  en- 
courage the  other  branch  of  the  Legislature  to 
trample  still  further  upon  these  functions. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  MILLER.— I  shall  support  the 
motion  of  the  Hon.  Mr.  Mantell  in  regard  to 
the  Bill  under  consideration.  I  had  hoped  that 
there  would  be  no  discussion  at  all  upon  this 
honorarium  question.  It  seems  to  me  that  it 
would  have  been  very  much  more  dignified  on 
the  part  of  the  Council  if  it  had  simply  acoepted 
the  measure  without  any  debate  whatever. 
However,  Sir,  when  the  honourable  gentleman 
whom  we  all  regard  as  one  of  the  most  useful 
and  able  members  of  this  Council  took  up  the 
position  which  he  took  up  and  proposed  to  show 
us  that  we  were  bound  to  object  to  the  pro- 
posals of  the  Government,  I  was  quite  pre- 
pared to  put  aside  my  own  views  for  the  time 
being,  in  order  that  I  might  hear  what  fell  from 
the  honourable  gentleman,  accustomed  as  I 
am  to  listen  to  what  he  says  with  great  atten- 
tion; but  I  am  bound  to  say  that,  though  I  can 
always  follow  the  honourable  gentleman  with 
the  greatest  ease,  on  this  occasion  I  utterly 
failed  to  understand  the  arguments  he  was 
bringing  forward.  It  seems  to  me  that  it  would 
be  very  much  more  dignified  on  our  part  to  pass 
over  this  extra  honorarium  which  the  members 
of  the  other  House  are  to  have  by  this  Bill,  and 
accept  what  is  voted,  without  another  word. 
What  is  to  be  the  upshot  of  any  opposition 
which  we  may  offer  to  this  Bill  ?  It  is  all  very 
well  to  say  that  we  must  defend  our  privileges 
and  must  insist  upon  the  necessity  of  the  two 
Houses  being  treated  in  the  same  way.  It 
really  seems  to  me  that  that  is  all  simple  moon- 
shine. What  on  earth  can  it  matter  to  this 
Council  if  the  members  of  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives have  a  small  addition  to  their  hono- 
rarium beyond  what  we  have?  I  say  that  nobody 
who  knows  anything  at  all  about  the  matter 
can  say  that  the  members  of  the  other  branch 
of  the  Legislature  are  not  put  to  greater  ex- 
pense than  we  are  put  to.  They  have  much 
larger  expenses  than  we  have ;  and,  if  it  were 
merely  a  question  of  this  wretched  honorarium, 
surely  the  argument  that  we  are  here  for  life 
ought  to  settle  the  question.  A  member  of  the 
House  said  to  me  yesterday,  "  My  election  cost 
me  all  the  etmount  which  I  shall  receive  during 
the  three  sessions  I  shall  be  in  this  Parliament." 

An  Eon.  Membeb. — He  broke  the  law. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  MILLER.— Not  at  ail.  Any 
honoiuable  member  who  has  fought  an  elec- 
tion must  know  that  he  cannot  conduct  an 
election  without  great  expense,  especially  in  a 
large  district.  I  say  there  has  been  no  argu- 
ment whatever  in  defence  of  our  not  passing 
this  measure,  and  I  say,  further,  that,  even  if  1 
could  feel  that  I  could  go  with  the  Hon.  Dr. 
Pollen,  I  would  pocket  my  dignity  for  the  sake 
of  supporting  the  Government  in  the  systematio 
economy  which  I  believe  they  are  anxious  to 
introduce.  Even  if  the  jiosition  taken  up  by 
the  Hon.  Dr.  Pollen  were  much  stronger,  I 
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would  still  vote  for  the  GoTemment,  because  I 
say,  if  there  is  one  body  more  than  another  in 
this  colony  whose  bounden  duty  it  is  to  assist 
the  GoTemment  in  every  possible  way  in  re- 
trenchment, it  is  the. Legislative  Council ;  and, 
trhatever  you  may  say  about  ignoring  the  vox 
popuU,  and  not  caring  for  public  opinion — and 
I  quite  admit  we  ought  not  to  be  swayed  by 
any  fear  of  public  opinion — I  do  not  think  we 
ought  to  ignore  and  put  aside  altogether  from 
us  the  light  in  which  we  shall  appear  to  the 
people,  as  obstructing  the  measures  of  the  Go- 
vemment.  I  say  it  is  a  matter  of  very  great 
importance  to  this  Council  what  view  the 
people  will  take ;  and  I  am  perfectly  certain  of 
this :  that,  whatever  may  be  the  motive — and 
I  am  not  imputing  any  motives  whatever ;  I 
know  that  the  Hon.  Dr.  Pollen  is  q^nite  in- 
capable of  harbouring  any  sordid  motives — ho 
and  those  who  are  backing  him  up  now  ought 
not  to  forget  that  they  will  be  exposed,  inevi- 
tably exposed,  to  a  charge  of  having  been  actu- 
ated by  sordid  motives. 

An  Hon.  Member. — By  whom  ? 

The  Hon.  Mr.  MILLER.— By  the  people.  I 
say,  from  one  end  of  Kew  Zealand  to  the  other, 
it  will  be  said  that  a  portion,  at  any  rate,  of  the 
Legislative  Council  were  anxious  to  keep  the 
honorarium  at  a  higher  rate. 

The  Hon.  Dr.  POLLEN.— The  honourable 
gentleman  has  entirely  misstated  the  whole  of 
what  I  said.  We  vrish  to  have  no  increase  of 
the  honorarium  on  the  part  of  the  Council. 
We  wish  to  save  the  Treasury  of  the  colony 
from  being  called  upon  to  pay,  in  the  next  four 
years,  £18,000  or  £20,000  for  expenses  which,  as 
we  think,  it  is  not  necessary  to  allow. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  MILLER.  —  I  never  for  a 
moment  denied  that  that  was  the  object  of 
the  honourable  gentleman.  I  do  not  say  that 
he  does  not  wish  to  reduce  and  retrench  to 
the  utmost  in  his  power ;  but  I  say  the  action 
being  taken  now  by  him  and  some  other 
honourable  gentlemen  will  be  regarded  in 
another  light  altogether ;  and  honourable  mem- 
bers must  not  forget  that  they  are  exposing 
themselves  to  a  charge  of  the  nature  which  I 
have  described.  I  do  not  think  the  honourable 
gentleman,  with  all  his  influence,  will  be  able 
to  insist  upon  such  a  change  as  is  apparently 
contemplated.  The  thing  will  come  again  in 
some  other  shape.  I  say,  again,  I  think  it 
will  be  very  much  more  dignified  of  us  to 
pocket  this  little  difference  between  the  two 
Houses,  and  simply  pass  the  measure  without 
any  further  debate.  It  has  been  stated  that 
the  difference  in  the  treatment  of  the  two 
Houses  puts  an  indigiyty  upon  us.  The 
honourable  gentleman  said  it  was  invidious 
and  unjustifiable.  I  think  it  would  be  better 
if  the  two  Houses  were  treated  alike;  but 
I  say  that,  this  having  been  done,  I  think  it 
would  be  much  more  dignified  for  us  to  accept 
the  position  without  any  further  argument. 
It  will  not  hurt  our  dignity,  and  we  shall  be  in 
a  much  stronger  position  in  the  future  if  we 
accept  this  now — we  shall  be  in  a  position  to 
insist  upon  further  retrenchment,  as  much  as 
we  deem  desirable.    I  am  not  going  to  take  up  I 


the  time  of  the  Council  further.  The  matter 
has  been  thoroughly  well  threshed  out,  and 
every  phase  of  the  question  has  been  put  before 
the  Council.  But  X  do  most  sincerely  trust 
that  this  Council  will  not  place  itself  in  the 
position  of  obstructing  a  Government  measure 
which,  I  believe,  is  entirely  in  the  interest  of 
very  necessary  retrenchment. 

The  Hon.  Captain  ERASER.— I  cannot  but 
regret  that  the  Government  cannot  see  its  way 
to  do  away  with  the  honorarium  altogether. 
If  that  had  been  done  all  this  wrangling  would 
not  have  been  heard.  I  myself  do  not  like  to 
be  put  at  a  lower  level  than  the  members  of 
the  other  House,  particularly  when  I  think 
that  the  ink  is  hardly  dry  upon  the  guarantee 
which — in  face  of  the  power  of  the  Attorney- 
General  and  the  majority  of  the  other  House 
— we  have  fixed  In  the  Midland  Railway  Bill, 
which  will  in  future  save  the  colony  several 
millions  of  money.  I  do  not  intend  to  say  any 
more,  except  that  I  intend  to  support  the  reso- 
lution of  the  Hon.  Dr.  Pollen. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  ACLAND.— I  wish  to  say  how 
thoroughly  I  agree  with  every  word  that  has 
fallen  from  the  Hon.  Mr.  Miller.  I  think  it 
would  be,  as  he  said,  the  greatest  mistake  we 
could  make  to  throw  any  opposition  in  the  way 
of  this  Bill.  The  Bill  is  not  complete ;  I  think 
it  is  in  some  things  rather  awkward.  The  main 
thing  which  I  think  is  unfair  is  that,  while  it 
proposes  that  members  of  the  Legislative  Coun- 
cil who  reside  in  Wellington  shall  receive  no- 
thing, members  of  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives who  reside  in  Wellington  are  to  receive 
the  whole.  Then,  the  Hon.  Dr.  Pollen  is  very 
anxious  to  save  money,  and  pointed  out  several 
ways  in  which  that  might  be  done.  I  hope 
this  Bill  will  be  carried,  but  I  do  not  know 
what  would  be  the  effect  of  throwing  out  this 
measure.  The  present  Ministry  are  evidently 
determined  to  adopt  a  system  of  retrenchment. 
They  began  by  reducing  the  salary  of  the  next 
Governor,  and  also  reducing  their  own  salaries; 
and  the}'  call  upon  the  members  of  both 
Houses  to  submit  to  a  reduction  of  their  re- 
muneiation.  I  hope,  therefore,  that  wo  shall 
not  throw  any  obstacle  in  the  way  of  this  mea- 
sure, although  we  could  not  stop  it  altogether. 
Almost  every  paper  in  the  colony  would  be 
saying,  if  we  rejected  the  measure,  "  Here  are 
the  gentlemen  who  arc  put  in  for  life,  and  the 
only  thing  they  care  for  is  the  honorarium."  I 
do  not  say  that  that  would  be  the  case  with  us, 
but  that  is  what  the  papers  would  say.  I  dare 
say  we  shall  see  this  debate  commented  upon 
in  the  newspapers  as  it  is.  X  shall  vote  for  the 
second  reading  of  the  Bill. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  LAHMANN.— Sir,  I  beg  to  say 
a  few  words  in  explanation  of  the  way  in  whion 
I  am  going  to  vote.  It  must  be  apparent  to 
every  member  in  this  House  that  each  mem- 
ber is  determined  to  assist  the  Gbvemment 
in  carrying  out  their  retrenchment  proposals. 
Therefore  the  questions  are  simply  these  :  What 
are  the  means  to  arrive  at  this  retrenchment? 
and  are  these  means  justifiable  or  not?  I 
fully  agree  with  the  motion  brought  forward 
by  the  Hon.  Dr.  Pollen,  and  I  have  stated  over 
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and  over  ftgain  that,  if  we  Councillors  were 
getting  nothing,  and  the  members  of  the  other 
House  nothing,  I  should  not  have  anything  to 
say  against  it.  I  do  not  care  whether  or  not  I 
can  tAotd.  it — if  I  cannot  afford  it  I  can  stay 
at  home;  but  I  am  certainly  of  the  opinion 
that  it  is  on  injustice  that  members  of  the 
other  House  should  bo  rewarded — for  what  ? 
It  is  almost  in  the  shape  of  a  bribe  to  make  the 
gentlemen  of  the  other  House  willing  to  pass 
the  Bill.  I  have  been  moving  in  politics  very 
many  years,  and  I  have  always  found  that  at 
the  elections  the  people  themselves  have  never 
the  slightest  complaint  against  the  Legislative 
Council.  It  has  happened  that  candidates 
have  forgotten  the  services  rendered  by  this 
Council,  and  have  adopted  the  riiU  of  the 
mountebank,  in  order  to  say  something  to 
arouse  the  independent  electors  against  the 
Council.  But,  notwithstanding  that,  the  people 
of  the  colony  are  well  aware  of  the  reason  for 
having  a  Council,  and  know  that  the  savings 
which  have  been  effected  by  the  Council  have 
been  very  great.  I  am  positive  there  is  not  a 
member  of  this  Council  who  would  not  willingly 
sacrifice  even  the  little  he  is  going  to  receive 
this  year,  provided  this  retrenchment  scheme 
was  carried  out  in  the  general  policy  of  the 
Government.  But  what  we  cannot  understand 
is,  why  one  branch  of  the  Assembly  should  get 
pay  to  which  they  are  not  entitled.  I  agree 
with  the  sentiment  expressed  by  the  Hon.  Dr. 
Pollen,  that  the  expenses  of  members  are  not 
such  that  the  colony  is  responsible  for  them. 
Either  they  are  responsible  for  that  themselves, 
or  their  constituents  are  responsible.  It 
often  happens  that  in  many  instances  unsuc- 
cessful candidates  have  spent  more  than  the 
successful  one ;  therefore  I  cannot  understand 
for  my  life  why  it  should  be  that  members  of 
the  other  branch  of  the  Legislature  should  bo 
rewarded — I  call  it  rewarded,  and  nothing  else. 
It  is  not  due  to  them  in  the  least.  It  has  been 
stated,  and  rightly  so,  that  this  retrenchment 
will  reduce  the  honorarium  of  the  old  members 
of  the  House  by  only  £5,  while  the  members  of 
the  Council  are  asked  to  contribute  more  than 
.52  per  cent.  We,  however,  do  not  object.  We 
say,  "  As  retrenchment  is  the  order  of  the  day, 
let  it  be  ceuried  out  generally,  and  not  partially 
only."  With  reference  to  the  Acts  which  come 
before  us,  we  should  try  to  see  how  far  they  con 
be  made  effective.  But  I  say  this  cannot  be 
altered  in  any  way,  except  for  expediency,  and 
I  am  most  willing  to  assist  the  Government  in 
that.  I  shall  vote  for  the  motion  of  the  Hon. 
Dr.  Pollen  with  all  my  heart ;  but,  if  the  Go- 
vernment could  see  theii  way  clearly  to  alter 
the  Bill  and  reduce  the  honorarium  in  an  even 
manner,  I  would  vote  for  the  Bill. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  MANTELL.— As  I  see  there  is 
a  desire  on  the  part  of  the  Government  that  I 
should  withdraw  the  amendment  I  have  moved 
on  this  question,  I  think  it  will  simplify  matters 
Tory  much  if  I  do  so. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  RICHMOND.— The  straw  has 

been  well  threshed  out ;  yet  I  must  say  a  few 

words  on  this  subject.    The  previous  question, 

which  has  been  withdrawn,  meets  my  view  com- 

Eon.  Mr.  Lahmann 


pletely.  I  feel  very  mnoh  surprised  at  finding  so 
much  feeling  shown  by  honourable  gentlemen. 
I  recognise  the  force  of  the  arguments  used 
against  the  expenses  of  members  in  connection 
with  elections  being  poid.by  the  State.  I  think 
there  is  a  great  deal  to  be  said  a<;ainst  it ;  and 
had  that  motion  hod  reference  to  that  proposal 
I  should  have  supported  it.  I  do  not  care  what 
the  newspapers  or  any  uninformed  person  may 
say ;  but  I  do  core  for  my  self-respect,  and 
I  should  lose  that  if  I  were  to  weigh  personal 
considerations  on  such  an  occasion  as  this, 
when  the  battle  of  economy  is  the  battle  of  the 
colony.  The  right  of  the  Council  to  interfere 
with  a  financial  Bill  is  not  unmistakably  denied 
by  the  Constitution  ;  but,  on  the  other  hand,  I 
think  that  the  thirty-five  years  or  more  of  pre- 
cedent during  which  we  have  not,  on  any  im- 
portant occasion,  interfered  with  the  finances 
of  the  country  ought  to  have  established  a 
custom  stronger  almost  than  statute.  I  hope 
this  Bill  will  be  adopted. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  SHKIMSKI.— I  wish  to  say  a 
few  words  before  you  put  the  question.  It  is 
my  intention  to  support  the  Hon.  Dr.  Pollen  in 
the  motion  that  he  has  made,  and  I  have  no 
fear  of  any  accusation  that  may  bo  brought 
against  me  for  the  vote  that  I  intend  to  give. 
I  have  only  one  object  in  view,  and  that  is  to 
come  here  and  do  my  duty,  and  bo  independent. 
The  Hon.  ^Ir.  Oliver  remarked  that  it  was  a 
pity  that  no  one  among  those  who  intend  to 
support  the  honourable  gentleman  got  up  to 
speak.  The  Hon.  Mr.  Miller  has  told  us 
that  the  light  in  which  we  should  appear 
would  be  very  bad  if  we  threw  out  the  Bill.  I 
have  no  object  in  view  in  appearing  here  but 
solely  to  do  my  duty.  There  may  lie  honour- 
able gentlemen  who  have  other  objects  in  view, 
and,  in  the  end,  may  yet  receive  a  very  large 
share  of  the  public  money.  But  I  have  no 
other  object  in  view,  and,  from  the  commence- 
ment of  the  session  till  the  end  of  it,  I  have 
never  been  absent  from  my  place  in  the  Council 
for  a  single  day ;  but  I  find  there  are  other 
honourable  gentlemen  who  have  been  absent  for 
two  months,  and  then  come  in  at  the  fag-end 
of  the  session  and  tell  us  we  are  getting  too 
much  honorarium.  Neither  was  I  absent  from 
my  duties  when  a  member  of  the  other  Chamber, 
and,  as  far  as  this  question  is  concerned,  I  know 
my  duty  to  the  public.  I  am  willing  to  forego 
every  shilling  of  my  honorarium  if  it  is  in  the 
interests  of  the  colony,  and  will  assist  the  Go- 
vernment in  carrying  out  their  plan  of  retrench- 
ment. I  do  not  ask  for  a  single  penny.  I  have 
been  twenty-six  years  in  the  colony,  and  have 
endeavoured  to  give  my  assistance  and  services 
in  various  local  bodies  without  pay  wherever 
they  were  wanted ;  and  it  is  not  from  any  sordid 
motive  of  receiving  payment  that  I  am  here. 
As  a  rule,  we  find  a  second  session  of  Parlia- 
ment in  the  same  year  usually  occupies  a 
longer  period  than  the  first,  because,  in  the 
first  session,  usually,  a  dissolution  takes  place  at 
the  beginning,  and  the  second  session  occupies 
a  longer  time ;  and  no  doubt  this  session  would 
have  occupied  a  much  longer  time  had  it  not 
been  for  the  fact  that  wo  were  approaching 
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Chiisbmas  time.  The  Hon.  Mr.  Waterbouse 
has  stated  that  honourable  gentlemen  would 
receive  £260  for  the  year.  That  is  true  for 
the  present  year ;  but  what  will  it  be  in  the 
future?  I  have  been  in  the  other  Chamber 
when  I  sat  for  five  months  and  five  months 
and  a  half,  and  I  ask  the  honourable  gentleman 
whether  he  considers  the  amount  iu  question 
sufficient  to  pay  an  honourable  member's  ex- 
penses under  such  circumstances.  But  I  can 
say  this:  that  I  contested  four  hardly-fought 
elections,  and  never  have  my  expenses  been 
more  than  £20  on  any  one  occasion.  I  have 
said  to  the  electors,  "  If  you  want  my  services, 
and  you  think  they  are  of  any  good  to  you,  I 
will  give  them  yon ;  but  to  spend  money  I 
refuse."  In  reference  to  telegrams,  a  good  deal 
of  what  has  been  said  is  absurd.  Yon  must 
remember  that  we  have  been  here  in  Welling- 
ton since  last  April,  off  and  on  :  that  is  nine 
months ;  and  if  members  are  to  be  charged 
with  sordid  motives  under  these  circumstances 
it  is  rather  unfair.  In  regard  to  local  charities 
and  subscriptions,  many  of  the  honourable 
gentlemen  in  the  Council  are  as  often  called 
upon  to  put  their  hands  in  their  pockets  as 
members  of  the  other  House,  and,  indeed,  more 
so,  because  they  ore  in  what  is  supposed  to  be 
a  better  position,  and  they  have  to  put  down 
pounds  where  others  would  put  down  shillings. 
I  know  that,  for  I  have  hod  experience  of 
it ;  therefore  I  fail  to  see  where  the  argument 
comes  in  about  expense.  I  object  to  the  dis- 
tinction made  between  the  two  Chambers,  and 
shall  give  my  vote  for  tho  motion. 

The  Hon.  Sir  P.  WHITAKEli.— Before  the 
question  is  put  I  should  like  to  say  a  few  words 
in  reference  to  what  has  fallen  from  some  of 
my  honourable  friends  around.  In  reference 
to  what  my  honourable  friend  Mr.  Scotland 
has  said — that  I  "  could  not  get  elected  by  any 
con&utueiicy  in  the  colony ;  and  why  ? — because 
I  know  too  much;"  well,  all  I  can  reply  is 
that  1  do  not  think  the  honourable  gentleman 
could  get  elected  by  any  constituency  in  the 
-colony ;  and  why  ?  —  because  he  knows  too 
little.  I  come  now  to  what  the  Hon.  Dr.  Pollen 
has  said.  He  said  he  was  sorry  I  hod  charged 
him  with  having  sordid  motives.  Now,  I  have 
known  the  honourable  gentleman  a  long  way 
towards  fifty  years,  and  I  know  perfectly  well 
that  he  knows  it  did  not  enter  into  my  mind ; 
and  I  am  sorry  that  he  should  have  accused 
me  unjustly.  I  did  not  charge  any  single 
member  here  with  voting  on  the  Bill  from 
any  motives  of  anything  but  the  very  best 
description.  But  I  said  I  was  perfectly  cer- 
tain that  the  public  at  large,  and  the  papers 
as  well,  would  not  take  the  same  view  of  it. 
Whether  honourable  members  are  really  vot- 
ing from  conscientious  motives  or  not  I  really 
do  not  know,  and  did  not  express  any  single 
opinion  on  it.  The  Hon.  Dr.  Pollen  has  also 
stated  that  he  did  not  know  the  policy  of  the 
Government,  and  that  he  does  not  think  that 
we  know  what  our  policy  is.  The  Government 
have  been  considering  their  policy  for  two 
months,  and  their  policy  is  before  the  country. 
Therefore  it  is  absurd  to  say  that  we  do  not 


understand  what  our  policy  is,  seeing  that  we 
have  it  before  the  Legislature.  There  was,  at 
all  events,  a  clear  plan  placed  before  the  coun- 
try, and  this  plan  has,  I  am  sure,  met  with  tho 
general  assent  of  tho  country.  I  agree,  how- 
ever, with  the  honourable  gentleman's  remark 
that  a  great  deal  of  our  difficulties  arose  not 
from  the  small  matters,  such  oh  the  honorarium, 
but  from  extravagance  on  a  large  scale.  No 
doubt  there  has  been  extravagance  on  a  very 
large  scale  ;  I  do  not  deny  that.  I  am  satisfied 
there  has  been :  but  this  comes  from  my  honour- 
able friend  with  not  tho  best  grace,  seeing  that 
he  was  a  Jlinistcr  at  tho  time  when  tho  great- 
est possible  entravoganco  came  before  the 
country,  in  tho  shape  of  the  tremendous 
scheme  for  borrowing  ten  millions. 

The  Hon.  Dr.  POLLEN.— I  was  not  in  tho 
Government  in  1873.  I  went  in  and  took  office 
not  for  the  purpose  of  assisting  borrowing,  but 
OS  a  drag  on  expenditure. 

The  Hon.  Sir  F.  WHITAKER.— I  will  just 
see  how  the  matter  really  stands  daring  the 
time  after  the  honourable  gentleman  was  in 
the  Government.  I  was  not  in  the  Govern- 
ment for  several  ^'ears  after  the  great  borrow- 
ing policy  was  mitiated ;  aud,  if  I  do  not 
mistake  very  much,  my  honourable  friend  pro- 
posed some  of  the  principal  measures  for 
borrowing  money  in  this  very  Council. 

The  Hon.  Dr.'POLLKN.— Hear,  hear. 

The  Hon.  Sir  P.  WHITAKER.  —  Yet  tho 
honourable  gentleman  speaks  of  this  great  ex- 
travagance, making  it  appear  as  if  it  were  all 
attributable  to  members  of  the  present  Govern- 
ment. To  one  member  of  the  present  Govern- 
ment, no  doubt,  it  was  attributable,  because 
Major  Atkiiisou  was  then  in  the  Government. 
The  honourable  gentleman  says  we  have  no 
policy,  except  that  we  do  a  little  retrenchment 
hero  and  there.  I  ask  tho  honourable  gentle- 
man to  look  through  the  Financial  Statement. 
I  am  afraid  he  has  not  read  it.  At  all  events, 
if  he  has  read  it,  it  appears  to  me  he  must 
have  forgotten  what  he  has  read.  Since  the 
Council  broke  up  I  have  looked  through  the 
Financial  Statement,  and  I  find  it  proposes 
to  reduce  the  Governor's  salary,  to  roduce  the 
Ministers'  salaries,  and  to  reduce  their  travel- 
ling -  allowances  ;  it  proposes  dealing  with 
the  Ministerial  residences  ;  it  proposes  to  deal 
with  Legislative  expenditure ;  it  proposes  a 
reduction  in  the  number  of  members  of  both 
Houses;  and  it  proposes  to  reduce  all  the 
depsbrtmental  expenditure.  Then  we  come  to 
what  my  honourable  friend  stated  as  to 
another  matter.  He  said  that  wo  have  been 
granting  too  large  subsidies  t.o  local  bodies. 
I  say  we  have  been  doing  so ;  but  the  Finan- 
cial Statement  tells  us  that  this  is  to  end. 
With  regard  to  the  railways,  does  it  not  tell 
him  the  same  thing?  Is  it  not  that  certain 
expenditure  is  to  bo  continued  only  so  far  as 
is  absolutely  necessary  to  bring  the  railways  to 
points  at  which  they  can  be  used,  and  that 
then  the  expenditure  is  to  cease?  It  provides 
that  no  new  railways  are  to  commence,  and 
that  borrowing  is,  within  a  limited  time,  to 
cease;  and  tlwt  expenditure  on  railways  and 
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pablio  works  is  to  cease  absolutely.  Could 
anything  more  have  been  done?  Thebononr- 
able  gentleman  tells  ns  that  he  could  show  us 
wheie  we  could  save  £20,000.  The  great  chief 
he  served  under  in  187S  tells  us  that  he  has 
a  scheme  which  will  get  the  colony  out  of  its 
trouble.  My  honourable  friend  was  here  with 
him  then.  He  says  that  £20,000  could  be  saved 
in  some  way,  but  he  does  not  tell  us  how. 
Possibly  he  might  be  induced  to  sell  the  secret ; 
perhaps  it  would  be  worth  something  to  buy. 
If  he  would  sell  us  the  secret,  and  allow  me 
to  appraise  the  price  as  soon  as  we  got  the 
benefit  from  it,  I  would  enter  into  a  contract 
with  him  in  regard  to  it.  The  honourable 
gentleman  said — but  I  am  quite  sure  that  it 
was  a  mistake  on  his  part — that  I  stated  to  the 
Council  that  I  would  compel  them  to  accept 
the  Bill.  Could  I  be  so  imprudent?  It  is 
contrary  to  my  view  of  conducting  matter?  of 
this  kind — the  holding-out  of  anytjiing  in  the 
shape  of  threats.  I  held  out  no  threat  of  any 
description.  I  said  nothing,  except  as  a  matter 
of  argument,  to  promote  the  conclusion  I  de- 
sired. Certainly,  so  far  from  threatening,  I 
carefully  avoided  anything  of  the  kind.  Why? 
Because  I  was  quite  sure  it  would  rather  de- 
stroy my  object  than  eissist  me  to  carry  it  out : 
and  therefore  my  honourable  friend  was  mis- 
taken ;  and  I  am  quite  sure  the  Council  will 
bear  me  out  that  I  never  mode  any  such  threat 
as  has  been  attributed  to  me.  What  I  did  say, 
and  what  I  repeat,  is  that  the  Government 
have  spent  the  last  two  months  in  endeavour- 
ing to  sketch  out  a  policy  whereby  our  revenue 
and  expenditure  may  be  made  equal — at  all 
events,  whereby  our  expenditure  shall  not  be 
larger  than  our  income.  That  is  our  object. 
The  question  under  consideration  now  may 
not  be  a  very  large  matter.  I  regard  as  of 
more  importance  than  the  saving  of  the  money 
the  example  which  we  shall  set.  We  have  set 
an  example  with  the  Governor's  salary,  with 
the  Ministers'  salaries,  and  with  the  House  of 
Representatives,  with  the  view  of  saving  ex- 
penses as  far  as  possible ;  and  I  ask,  is  the 
Council  going  to  stand  out  against  the  saving 
of  expenditure  1  My  honourable  friend  says 
that  what  they  desire  is  that  we  should  be  put 
on  the  same  footing  as  the  members  of  the 
House  of  Representatives.  I  have  discussed 
this  point  before,  and  shall  not  go  into  the 
matter  again.  But  I  am  quite  sure,  if  honour- 
able gentlemen  will  look  around,  they  will  see 
that  they  will  have  attributed  to  them  a  desire 
not  to  decrease  expenditure.  I  do  not  say  that 
that  is  what  they  want,  but  I  know  that  is 
what  the  public  will  say.  That  is  what  they 
do  say  now,  and  that  is  what  they  will  say.  I 
am  quite  sure  that  the  Council  will  bear  me 
out  in  this :  that  so  long  as  I  have  sat  in  this 
Connoil  I  have  been  as  careful  of  the  privileges 
and  position  of  the  Council  as  any  other  mem- 
ber of  it ;  and  it  is  because  I  desire  that  the 
Council  should  stand  well  with  the  public  and 
the  world  at  large  that  I  think  they  sliould 
take  a  course  which  would  place  them  above 
suspicion.  This  is  my  wish  and  my  desire. 
The  Hon.  Mr.  BEYNOLDS.— The  Hon.  the 
Hon.  Sir  F.  WliUaker 


Attorney-General  stated  that  I  wished  him  to 
take  bskck  the  Bill  and  make  provision  in  a 
new  Bill  to  pay  my  own  personal  expenses. 

The  Hon.  Sir  F.  WHITAKER.— No ;  I  did 
not  say  so.  I  said  that  the  honourable  gentle- 
man wished  me  to  take  back  the  Bill  and  bring 
in  another,  the  effect  of  which  would  be  to 
give  the  honourable  gentleman  a  larger  hono- 
rarium. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  BBYNOLDS.— There  was  no- 
thing in  my  remarks  which  would  lead  honour- 
able gentlemen  to  come  to  that  conclusion. 
What  I  want  is  tb^it  the  members  of  both 
Houses  should  be  put  in  the  same  position, 
and  that  the  Bill  should  not  be  retrospective 
for  this  session ;  and  I  said  that  honourable 
members  could  not  recoup  expenses  out  of  £50 
for  this  session. 

The  Hon.  Dr.  POLLEN.— I  may  explain 
that  I  did  not  say  that  the  Government  had  no 
policy.  I  said  they  had  not  a  complete  policy. 
My  honourable  friend  must  admit  that  there  is 
a  portion  of  the  policy  of  the  Government  as 
yet  undetermined,  and  a  very  important  portion 
of  it — that  which  relates  to  the  Customs  tariff 
of  the  colony.  The  Prime  Minister  has  de- 
clared that  it  was  impossible,  in  the  time  which 
was  given  him,  to  consider  the  question  of  the 
revision  of  the  tariff.  That  is  a  very  material 
portion  of  the  policy  of  the  Government,  the 
most  important  portion  remaining  to  be  dis- 
posed of ;  and  it  was  in  this  sense  that  I  said 
the  policy  had  not  yet  crystallized,  that  it  was 
in  course  of  development,  that  it  was  not  cccrn- 
plete.    I  am  sure  it  is  not  yet  complete. 

The  Council  divided. 


Aybs,  16. 

Brett 

Lahmann 

Reynolds 

Buckley 

Martin 

Shephard 

Chamberlin 

Menzies 

Shrimski 

Dignan 

Peter 

Taiaroa 

Fraser 

Pollen 

Wahawaha. 

Holmes 

Noes,  12. 

Acland 

Miller 

Swanson 

Baillie 

Oliver 

Waterhoose 

Grace 

Richmond 

Whitaker 

McLean 

Stevens 
Paibs. 

Williams. 

For 

Against. 

Bonar 

Bamicoat 

Campbell 

Pharazyn 

Moms. 

Kenny. 

Majority  for,  4. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

The  Hon.  Sir  P.  WHITAKER,  in  moving 
the  second  reading  of  the  Parliamentary  Hono- 
rarium and  Privileges  Bill,  said,— I  think  the 
question  that  is  before  us  on  this  Bill  has  been 
so  fully  discussed  during  the  last  two  days  in 
the  Council  that  I  should  only  be  wasting  the 
time  of  the  Council  if  I  went  over  the  ground 
again.  I  believe  that  it  has  been  looked  at 
from  every  point  of  view  in  which  it  can  be 
looked  at,  and,  under  the  circumstances,  tmy- 
thing  furtJier  that  I  can  say  would  not  change 
the  views  of  any  honourable  member  as  to  the 
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way  in  which  he  is  going  to  vote  on  this  occa- 
sion. I  hope  the  Council  will  feel  that  thia  is 
an  important  occasion,  and  an  occasion  on 
which  honourable  members  should,  setting 
aside  all  minor  feelings,  and  in  the  special  cir- 
cmnstonccs  of  tho  case,  support  the  Govern- 
ment in  the  policy  they  have  endeavoured  to 
lay  before  us.  It  i.i  an  essential  part  of  that 
policy  that  the  several  reductions  should  be 
carried  out  as  provided  in  the  several  Bills 
which  follow  on  the  Order  Paper.  The  first 
Bill,  at  all  events,  has  been  fully  discussed. 
With  regard  to  the  others  very  little,  I  think, 
need  be  said.  I  apprehend  that  honourable 
members  will  accept  these  without  difficulty, 
and  probably  without  question.  I  ask  the 
Council  to  vote  for  the  second  reading  of  this 
Bill,  and  thns  enable  the  Government  to  com- 
plete the  policy  of  retrenchment  which  they 
desire  to  carry  out. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  REYNOLDS.— The  Hon.  Mr. 
Stevens  said  that  the  Government  could  not 
take  my  advice.  Had  ho  studied  this  question 
he  would  have  seen  that  it  was  not  only  my 
advice  but  the  feeling  of  the  members,  of  this 
Council  that  the  Government  should  put  both 
Houses  on  the  same  footing.  The  principal 
fault  I  have  to  find  with  this  Bill  is  that  it 
makes  a  distinction  between  the  two  Houses. 
Of  course  tliis  has  been  pretty  well  discussed  ; 
but  I  think  it  is  right,  before  I  move  the  ad- 
journment of  the  debate,  to  explain  my  reasons 
for  doing  so.  No  one  would  sooner  advocate 
retrenchment  and  support  the  Government  in 
any  scheme  that  they  introduced  than  myself; 
but  I  hope  to  see  the  Government  schemes  put 
on  such  a  footing  that  they  may  include  justice 
along  with  retrenchment.  If  the  Govenimont 
had  proposed  even  a  much  larger  reduction  in 
the  parliamentary  expenditure  than  what  they 
have,  if  this  reduction  had  been  equal  in  both 
Houses  I  should  have  supported  them  in  the 
Bill.  There  is  a  very  objectionable  retrospective 
clause.  The  Act  provides  for  "  reimbursing 
members  of  the  Assembly  their  expenses  in  re- 
lation to  tlieir  attendance  on  Parliament,  and 
further  to  define  their  privileges."  This  Bill 
is  simply  an  amendment  of  the  Act,  and  I 
hold  that  the  Government  should  not  entertain 
retrospective  legislation  in  a  cose  like  this, 
whereby  the  honorarium  of  members  of  the 
Council  will  be  reduced  to  a  sum  that  will  not 
reimburse  members  their  expenses  for  tho 
session.  By  the  present  Act  it  is  provided  that 
an  honorarium  shall  be  granted  to  members 
of  both  Houses  of  Parliament  of  £105.  By 
the  Bill  it  is  proposed  to  grant  to  members 
of  the  House  of  Representatives  who  were 
members  during  last  session  a  sum  of  £100, 
being  exactly  £5  less  than  what  they  are  en- 
titled to  receive  under  tho  present  Act.  But 
in  the  case  of  the  members  of  thia  Council 
the  reduction  is  to  £50,  being  £55  less  than 
what  they  are  entitled  to  receive  under  the 
Act.  A  great  deal  has  been  said  about  local 
expenses,  and  expenses  of  sending  telegrams, 
which  members  of  the  other  branch  of  the 
Legislature  are  put  to.  I  have  gone  through 
more  elections,  I  believe,  than  any  man  in  the 
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colony  —  that  is  to  say,  elections  to  the  Pro- 
vincial Council  and  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives— and  I  can  say  this  much:  that  all  the 
time  I  was  a  member  for  Duncdin,  both  in  the 
Provincial  Council  and  the  General  Assem- 
bly, my  expenses  never  came  to  £10 — that  is  to 
say,  not  one  single  election  cost  me  a  £10  note. 
Thexi,  with  regard  to  tho  expense  of  telegrams, 
I  know'quito  well  that,  up  to  very  lately  at  any 
rate,  honourable  members,  if  they  had  to  send 
telegrams  on  public  business,  always  got  them 
franked,  and  very  seldom  paid  for  the  tele- 
grams themselves.  How,  I  am  going  to  move, 
Tliat  tlie  present  debate  be  adjourned,  in  order 
to  give  the  Government  the  opportunity  of 
giving  efiect  to  the  resolution  just  passed.  By 
moving  the  adjournment  of  the  debate  we  do 
not  throw  out  the  Bill  at  all.  I  trust  the 
Government  will  give  the  matter  their  fullest 
consideration,  so  that  they  will  be  enabled  to 
bring  down  a  Bill  in  such  a  shape  that  it  will 
not  cause  resistance  on  the  part  of  the  Coun- 
cil. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  MANTELL.— Owing  to  the 
position  I  took  up  with  regard  tu  the  resolution 
which  has  just  passed,  I  have  not  had  any 
opportunity  of  expressing  my  opinion  on  tho 
Bill.  But  other  honourablo  gentlemen  have 
availed  themselves  extensively  of  speaking  on 
tho  resolution.  I  may  therefore  a.sk  tho 
Council,  already  wearied  with  the  subject,  to 
allow  me  grace  for  five  minutes  in  which  I 
may  give  expression  to  my  reasons  for  the  posi- 
tion I  take  in  regard  to  this  Bill.  I  have  made 
it  no  secret  at  all  that  I  believe  that  the  hono- 
rarium to  members  of  this  Council  was  valuable 
chiefly  inasmuch  as  it  contained  a  safeguard 
against  the  Council  being  swamped  by  a  Go- 
vernment in  a  fit  of  temper  or  disappointment ; 
and  I  have  repeatedly  said  thati  shouM  always 
vote  for  the  honorarium  until  there  was  some 
limit  placed  to  the  number  of  members  of  the 
Coimoil.  It  is  with  great  reluctance  that  I  now 
feel  under  tho  necessity  of  surrendering  this 
safeguard ;  and  I  do  trust,  if  this  protection  is 
removed  from  the  Council,  honourable  members 
will  pursue  the  even  tenor  of  their  way  without 
listening  to  any  intimidation  or  anything  of 
the  kind.  If  any  swamping  comes,  let  it  come, 
but  let  us  take  it  calmly,  at  any  rate.  Of 
course  it  is  easy  to  understand  that,  if  mem- 
bers may  be  added  to  this  Council  without  any 
additional  cost  to  the  Consolidated  Fund,  the 
Government  might,  in  its  haste,  summon  a 
sufficient  number  of  members  residing  within 
three  miles  of  Wellington  to  overwhelm 
votes  adverse  to  their  policy  at  a  particular 
time.  Such  a  thing  may  happen ;  hue  I  only 
hope  that,  if  we  put  it  in  the  power  of  this 
or  succeeding  Governments  to  take  such  a 
course,  tho  apprehension  of  its  happening  may 
not  in  the  least  degree  affect  the  free  and 
independent  exercise  of  our  judgment  on  any 
questions  brought  before  us.  The  time  has 
now  come  when  retrenchment  is  cried  for  all 
over  the  country,  and  very  wisely  so.  It 
appeared  to  me  twenty  years  ago  that  it  might 
be  commenced  then.  However,  it  was  not 
done  then,  and  there  ia  the  more  necessity  for 
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doing  it  now.  It  is  proposed  in  this  Bill  that 
honourable  members  residing  in  Wellington,  oi 
within  a  certain  distance  of  it,  should  receive 
no  honorarium.  The  Government  will  probably 
try  how  the  experiment  acts.  If  it  succeeds, 
the  Government  may,  in  some  future  session, 
propose  to  carry  it  further.  I  shall  have  great 
pleasure.  Sir,  with  this  limitation,  in  supporting 
this  Bill. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  SCOTLAND.  — I  think  we 
ought  to  be  obliged  to  the  Hon.  Mr.  Beynolds 
for  the  suggestion  he  has  thrown  out.  The 
motion  of  the  Hon.  Dr.  Pollen  which  has  just 
been  carried  has  shown  what  the  feeling  of  the 
Council  is  on  the  subject.  The  Council  dc- 
clckred  its  desire  to  be  placed  on  the  same  foot- 
ing as  the  other  branch  of  the  Legislature. 
Now,  if  this  is  carried  it  will  afford  an  oppor- 
tunity to  those  who  have  sent  us  this  Bill  to 
review  what  they  have  done  and  make  another 
arrangement  which  will  do  justice  and  meet 
our  views,  and  will  show  that  they  are  not  like 
those  persons,  referred  to  by  an  American 
\reiter,  who  are  ready  to  shed  the  last  drop  of 
their  brother's  blood  for  the  good  of  their  coun- 
try. 

The  Hon.  Dr.  GRACE.— I  shall  feel  bound 
to  support  the  Bill.  I  think  the  Ministers 
have  given  a  sufficient  pledge  of  their  desire  to 
effect  economy  by  so  severely  retrenching  their 
own  salaries.  I  think  that  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives have  shown  a  sincere  desire  to  ad- 
vance retrenchment  by  their  acceptance  of  this 
measure.  The  country  is  deeply  indebted  to 
them.  I  could  not,  however  I  might  be  other- 
wise disposed.  Sir,  refrain  from  supporting  this 
measure  when  I  realise  the  fact  that  there  are 
a  great  number  of  members  of  the  Civil  Service 
who  will  leave  without  any  commensurate  re- 
muneration, and  others  who  will  suffer  serious 
reductions  in  their  salary,  which  mean  a  great 
hardship  to  those  who  have  wives  and  families 
to  keep.  Many  of  them  will  bo  sent  on  the 
road  to  insolvency,  and  have  to  remodel  their 
old  mode  of  living  at  a  time  when  they  are 
least  able  to  do  so.  In  the  face  of  this  fact  I 
cannot  but  support  this  Bill.  I  look  upon  the 
measure  all  the  same  as  an  incompatibility. 
It  is  called  an  Honorarium  Bill,  and  yet  it  is 
to  pay  expenses.  It  really  ceases  to  be  an 
Honorarium  Bill  under  these  circumstances, 
and  becomes  a  Payment  of  Members  Bill  for 
the  House  of  Representatives.  The  absurdity 
of  the  Bill  is  to  be  seen  in  the  fact  of  the 
difference  it  mokes  between  resident  mem- 
bers of  the  House  of  Representatives  and  mem- 
bers, of  the  Council.  The  contention  of  the 
Bill  is  that  any  possible  City -of -Wellington 
member  of  the  House  is  necessarily  more  valu- 
able than  a  resident  member  of  the  Legislative 
Council.  This  is  an  absurdity.  I  cannot  be- 
lieve that  my  services,  after  seventeen  years' 
experience,  are  less  valuable  than  those  of  any 
possible  member  for  the  City  of  Wellington. 
To  show,  further,  how  the  Bill  is  irreconcilable 
with  itself,  I  find  the  principle  of  the  Bill  to  be 
that  members  of  the  House  of  Representatives 
shall  have  an  allowance  for  expenses  of  £50  a 
year,  and  yet  resident  members  of  the  House 
Em.  Mr.  llanUU 


of  Representatives  are  to  receive  £25  only,  in 
conflict  with  that  principle.  In  addition  to 
that,  they  receive  honorarium,  whilst  resident 
members  of  Uie  Council,  in  one  part  of  the  Bill, 
receive  nothing  as  such,  but  as  members  of  the 
General  Assembly  receive  £25  a  year  for  ex- 
penses, and  this  in  contradiction  to  the  spirit 
of  the  Bill.  Therefore  I  occupy  the  position 
of  a  member  of  the  General  Assembly,  and  am 
entitled  to  £25  ;  but  as  a  member  of  the  Coun- 
cil I  receive  nothing.  I  therefore  occupy  the 
position  of  a  Councillor  without  honorarium, 
but  am  to  be  degraded  to  the  position  of  receiv- 
ing £25  for  expenses  which  I  am  not  supposed 
to  incur. 

The  Hon.  Sir  P.  WHITAKER.— I  think  that 
must  be  a  mistake  in  the  Bill. 

The  Hon.  Dr.  GRACE.— There  are  more 
mistakes  than  that,  I  can  assure  my  honour- 
able friend.  It  is,  as  drafted,  an  offensive  mea- 
sure. The  Bill  is  unworthy  of  the  Government. 
When  you  empty  a  man's  pocket  you  ought  to 
do  it  with  decent  politeness.  However,  for  the 
sake  of  the  countiy  the  Government  shall  have 
my  support. 

The  Hon.  Dr.  POLLEN. — As  a  point  of  order, 
I  would  ask  you.  Sir,  to  decide  whether  this  is 
one  of  the  Bills  having  the  character  in  regard 
to  which  you  have  ruled  that  it  is  not  competent 
for  this  Council  to  alter  them  in  any  way. 

The  Hon.  the  SPEAKER.— I  can  reply  to 
thatquestion,  because  I  have  already  considered 
it,  as  one  that  might  probably  be  asked.  I 
have  no  doubt  that  this  is  strictly  a  money 
Bill.  It  is  a  Bill  to  assist  the  general  finan- 
cial arrangements  of  the  Government.  If  it 
stood  alone  there  might  be  a  question  about  it ; 
but,  as  it  is  a  part  of  the  financial  policy  of  the 
Government,  the  Council,  in  my  opinion,  has 
no  power  whatever  to  amend  this  Bill.  It  is 
before  tliem  to  reject  or  to  accept  it  as  they 
think  fit  to  do. 

The  Hon.  Dr.  POLLEN.— In  that  case,  then, 
the  Council  will  be  unable,  on  your  ruling,  to 
correct  any  mistakes  in  the  Bill,  such  as  that 
which  has  been  pointed  out  by  the  Hon.  Dr. 
Grace.  Under  these  circumstances  I  intend  to 
support  the  amendment  of  my  honourable 
friend  Mr.  Reynolds,  and  I  will  do  so  provided 
the  adjournment  he  asks  for  shall  be  for  a  short 
time.  I  do  not  myself  frequent  the  lobby,  nor 
hear  much  of  what  is  going  on  there ;  but  I  have 
heard.  Sir,  that  a  very  considerable  number 
of  honourable  gentlemen  who  represent  con- 
stituencies in  another  place  are  most  anxious 
that  this  Bill  should  not  pass  in  its  present 
shape,  seeing  the  objection  which  has  been 
taken  to  it  in  this  Chamber;  and  it  is  for 
that  purpose  —  to  enable  the  Government  to 
ascertain  the  new  views  of  the  House  on  this 
subject,  and  to  arrive  at  some  nio<2iu  vivendi 
between  the  two  Cheunbers  which  shall  allay 
the  irritation  which  the  present  proceedings 
have  undeniably  caused  —  that  I  venture  to 
rcconmiend  my  honourable  friend  the  Attorney- 
General  to  accept  the  amendment,  and  sJlow  a 
day  or  two  for  the  adjournment. 

The  Hon.  the  SPEAKER.— The  Council  will 
permit  me  to  say  that,  should  there  be  any 
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amendment  reqaired  on  the  qaestion  referred 
to,  about  the  General  Assembly,  or  anything 
of  that  sort,  it  will  be  competent  to  have 
the  correction  made  by  message  from  the 
Governor. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  BUCKLEY.— Sir,  you  having 
ruled  that  it  is  a  money  Bill,  I  venture  to  assert 
tliat,  when  I  called  your  attention  to  the  posi- 
tion of  the  Bill  on  its  initiation  in  the  Council 
the  other  day,  your  ruling  that  it  could  be 
discussed  by  the  Council  was  not  strictly  cor- 
rect. I  called  your  attention  to  the  fact  that 
the  provisions  of  a  certain  Act  hod  not  been 
complied  with.  You  said  on  that  occasion 
that  because  it  did  not  propose  additional  taxa- 
tion my  point  of  order  was  not  in  order ;  and 
therefore  the  Government  were  quite  right  in 
introducing  the  Bill  without  the  order  of  the 
Governor,  as  required  by  the  Constitution  Act, 
or  accompanied  with  the  usual  certificate 
which  sliould  have  accompanied  it,  coming  up 
from  the  other  Chamber.  It  seems  to  me 
that  the  two  rulings  are,  with  all  respect  to  you, 
Sir,  inconsistent. 

The  Hon.  the  SPEAKER.— I  think  the 
rulings  are  perfectly  consistent.  The  accuracy 
of  the  rulings  I  gave  when  the  question  was 
put  to  me  the  oUier  day  will  bo  borne  out  by 
May's  Parliamentary  Practice.  The  rule  is  this : 
Where  there  is  a  reduction  of  t9,xation,  it  is 
competent  to  introduce  such  Bills.  But,  where 
it  is  tho  intention  to  impose  taxation.  Bills  are 
introduced  by  message  from  the  Governor  or 
with  a  verbal  recommendation  from  His  Excel- 
lency by  the  mouth  of  a  Minister ;  and  there  is 
no  inconsistency  in  treating  this  as  a  money 
Bill. 

The  Hon.  5Ir.  MANTELL.— I  would  ask  an 
explanation.  Sir.  Are  wo  being  asked  to  pass 
this  Bill  with  a  provision  which  is  confessedly 
not  intended?  There  is  no  doubt  a  clerical 
«rror  in  it,  and  if  a  correction  could  be  in- 
serted it  would  save  time. 

Tho  Hon.  the  SPEAKER.— Gener-illy  speak- 
ing, clerical  errors  can  be  amended ;  but  I 
should  avoid  giving  an  opinion,  and  ask  for 
time  to  consider  how  for  it  could  be  corrected. 
I  should  think  a  verbal  alteration  could  be 
made.    I  will  proceed  to  put  the  question. 

The  Council  divided  on  the  question,  "  That 
the  debate  be  adjourned." 
Ayes,  14. 


Brett 

Buckley 

Chamberlin 

Dignan 

Fraser 

Acland 

Baillie 

Barnicoat 

Grace 

llontell 


For. 
Bonar 
Kenny 
Peacock. 


Lahmann 

Martin 

Menzies 

Pollen 

Reynolds 

Noes,  14. 
McLean 
Miller 
Oliver 
Richmond 
Stevens 
Paibs. 


Shephard 
Shrimski 
Taiaroa 
Woihawaha. 


Swanson 
Waterhouse 
Whitaker 
Williams. 


The  Hon.  the  Speakeb  gave  his  vote  in 
favour  of  the  "  Noes." 

Motion  negatived. 

On  the  question.  That  the  Bill  bo  road  a 
second  time. 

The  Hon.  Captain  ERASER  said,— I  have  to 
say  tliat  I  intend  on  this  occasion  to  vote  with 
the  Government. 

The  Council  divided  on  the  question,  "  That 
the  Bill  be  read  a  second  time." 


Ates,  18. 

Acland 

Baillie 

Barnicoat 

Dignan 

Fraser 

Grace 

Lahmann 

Mantell 

McLean 

Miller 

Oliver 

Peter 

Noes,  8 

Richmond 

Stevens 

Swanson 

Watorhouse 

Whitaker 

Williams. 

Brett 

Buckley 

Chamberlin 

Martin 

Menzies 

Pollen 

Shephard 

Taiaroa 

Wahawaha. 

For 
Bonar 
Kenny 
Peacock 

Paibs. 

Against. 
Scotland 
Morris 
Reeves. 

Agaimt. 
Scotland 
Morris 
Beeves. 


Majority  for,  9. 
Bill  read  a  second  time. 

MINISTERS'  SALARIES  AND  ALLOW- 
ANCES BILL. 

On  the  question,  That  this  Bill  be  read  a 
second  time. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  SHRI5ISKI  said,— Before 
you  put  this  question.  Sir,  I  venture  to  say  I 
have  all  respect  for  the  Ministry,  but  I  think 
they  have  gone  rather  too  far  in  retrenchment 
as  far  as  their  own  salaries  are  concerned.  I 
think  Ministers  of  the  Crown  ought  to  receive  a 
sum  which  would  enable  them  to  keep  up  their 
position  with  a  certain  amount  of  dignity,  and 
I  do  not  think  £800  a  year  would  enable  them 
to  do  that.  I  merely  wish  to  express  my 
opinion  that  the  amount  they  have  consented 
to  accept  is  insufficient  for  the  position  they 
occupy. 

Bill  read  a  second  time. 

The  Council  adjourned  at  twenty-five  minutes 
post  nine  o'clock  p.m. 


HOUSE    OP   BEPRESENTATIVES. 

Thursday,  8th  December,  1887. 

Fimt  Beading— Imprest  Sapply  Bill  (No.  3)— Oamam 
Harbour  Board  Loan  Bill — Representation  Bill — 
Imprest  Supply  Bill  (No.  3)— Representation  Bill. 

Mr.  Speaxeb  took  the  chair  at  half-past  two 
o'clock. 

Pbayhrs. 

FIRST  READING. 
Phaimocy  Bill. 
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[HOUSE.] 


Bill  (No.  3). 


[Dec.  8 


IMPREST  SUPPLY  BILL  (No.  3). 

This  Bill  was  sent  by  message  from  ttie  Oto- 
vomor. 

Major  ATKINSON.— I  move.  That  the  mes- 
sage be  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Supply. 
This  is  a  matter  which  has  escaped  my  notice 
owing  to  the  press  of  business  during  the  past 
day  or  two,  and  it  is  necessary  that  it  should  be 
considered  at  once.  I  hope,  therefore,  that  the 
House  will  consent  to  the  Bill  being  passed 
through  ail  its  stages.  Of  course,  if  the  honour- 
able gentleman  opposite  would  prefer  it  being 
postponed  until  half-past  seven,  I  shall  ofier  no 
objection  to  that  course  being  taken. 

Sir  J.  VOGEL. — I  should  certainly  prefer  its 
being  left  over  until  half-past  seven,  and  I 
think  that  at  half-past  seven  the  honourable 
gentleman  should  give  us  an  explanation  as  to 
the  course  of  business  for  the  rest  of  the 
session.  We  have  asked  for  this  day  after  day, 
and  the  honourable  gentleman  has  simply  said 
that  he  would  not  moke  a  statement.  When 
going  into  Committee  of  Supply  we  have  a 
right,  even  a  small  minority  of  the  House  has 
a  right,  to  ask  for  information.  We  have  felt 
during  the  present  week  that  the  honourable 
gentleman  at  the  head  of  the  Government  has 
a  power  in  his  hands,  and  is  disposed  to  use  it  in 
a  very  arbitrary  manner.  I  asked  whether  the 
honourable  gentleman  could  give  us  the  infor- 
mation on  Monday.  On  Monday  he  said  he 
would  give  it  to  us  on  Tuesday ;  but  Tuesday  has 
come  and  gone  ;  so  has  Wednesday  ;  and  here 
is  Thursday,  and  we  have  no  such  explanation : 
and  I  think  that  we  ought  to  have  the  views  of 
the  Government  as  to  the  course  that  business 
is  to  take.  An  important  question  is  as  to  how 
the  honourable  gentleman  proposes  that  we 
should  vote  the  year's  appropriations.  How 
many  days  does  he  propose  to  give  us  to  decide 
questions  relating  to  expenditure  ?  And  espe- 
cially does  it  interest  a  large  number  of  mem- 
bers to  know  what  opportunity  we  are  to  have 
of  discussing  the  proposed  alterations  in  the 
education  system  of  the  colony.  I  will  say 
no  more,  but  will  express  the  hope  that  the 
honourable  gentleman  will,  to  the  best  of  his 
ability,  this  evening,  when  the  proposal  is  made 
that  you  leave  the  chair,  give  the  House  the 
information  for  which  I  think  the  House  has  a 
right  to  ask. 

Major  ATKINSON.— Sir,  the  request  of  the 
honourable  gentleman  would,  under  ordinaty 
circumstances,  bo  a  perfectly  proper  one,  and 
the  Government  would  bo  to  blame  if  they 
were  not  prepared  to  give  the  information 
asked  for.  But  my  difficulty  is  this :  I  cannot 
tell  when  the  honourable  gentleman's  party 
will  permit  the  ordinary  business  to  go  on.  If 
the  honourable  gentleman  can  tell  me  when 
this  Bill  will  be  finished,  which  ought  to  have 
been  finished  two  days  ago,  then  I  will  tell  him 
vrhcn  I  can  make  this  statement.  If  what  we 
liear  is  correct,  it  seems  impossible  for  me  to 
xnake  any  statement  during  the  day. 

Sir  J.  VOGEL.— Will  the  honourable  gentle- 
.ynan  excuse  my  asking  him  plainly  this :  Does 
^e  consider  two  days  a  long  time  to  consider 


and  discuss  such  an  important  measure  as  the 
Bepresentation  Bill  ? 

Major  ATKINSON.  —  No,  I  do  not  think 
it  was  anything  too  long  to  discuss  it;  but 
yesterday  we  were  not  discussing  it  at  all.  Last 
night  we  were  informed  by  one  honourable 
gentleman  that  he  had  been  deliberately  delay- 
ing the  Bill  all  the  evening,  because  he  was 
determined  that  we  should  not  take  the  third 
reading  yesterday.  Wo  were  told  that,  and  we 
know  what  took  place  during  the  afternoon.  I 
say  this:  I  should  have  told  the  honourable 
gentleman  on  Monday,  as  I  was  prepared  to  do, 
until  I  found  the  attitude  that  he  and  his  party 
were  taking  up  with  regard  to  the  business  of 
the  House,  which  is,  apparently,  a  determina- 
tion to  delay — until  I  found  that,  I  hoped  that 
the  Public  Works  Statement  would  be  de- 
livered on  Wednesday,  and  that  wo  should  be 
able  to  resume  the  financial  debate  on  Friday. 
That  is  what  I  should  have  told  the  honourable 
gentleman,  and  I  should  have  told  him  what 
Bills  wo  were  prepared  to  go  on  with.  But  it  is 
impossible  now  for  the  Government  to  make  any 
statement  to  the  House  in  consequence  of  the 
extraordinary  delays  which  are,  as  it  seems  to 
me,  wantonly  provoked  by  certain  honourable 
gentlemen;  and  it  is  possible  that  we  shall 
have  to  ask  the  House  to  sit  after  Christmas. 
That  is  a  possibility,  for  the  Government  intend 
that  the  House  shall  not  break  up  until  the 
measures  which  they  consider  ncces.sar}'  for  the 
good  government  of  the  country  are  passed. 
We  are  not  going  to  leave  our  work  undone  in 
this  respect.  That  is  really  my  difficulty,  and 
I  hope  the  House  will  understand  distinctly 
that  it  is  from  no  desire  to  keep  back  informa- 
tion, but  simply  because  I  cannot  toll  when  the 
Government  business  will  be  permitted  to  go  on. 
That  is,  as  I  have  said,  the  whole  difficulty; 
and  as  soon  as  I  am  assured  that  only  reason- 
able discussion  will  take  place,  and  not  obstruc- 
tion, upon  the  Government  measures,  then  I 
shall  be  able  immediately  to  tell  the  House, 
and  shall  be  delighted  to  tell  them,  what  busi- 
ness wo  propose  to  take. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

On  the  question,  That  Order  of  the  Day  No. 
18  be  fixed  for  half-past  seven  this  evening, 

Mr.  SEDDON  said,— Sir,  I  cannot  allow  the 
remarks  of  the  Premier  to  go  unchallenged. 
He  has  said  that,  if  they  were  ordinary 
difficulties  that  the  House  was  under,  th» 
statement  which  he  has  promised  a  week  ago, 
and  which  I  say  the  House  should  have  had 
in  its  possession  a  fortnight  ago,  would  have 
been  made  on  Monday  last.  Sir,  I  say  the 
Premier  is  treating  honourable  gentlemen  as 
though  they  were  so  many  schoolboys  ;  and  I, 
for  one,  will  not  submit  to  this  treatment.  If 
the  honourable  gentleman  wishes  to  conduct 
the  business  of  the  colony  in  this  way,  let  him 
take  it  to  himself  that,  though  he  may  be  doing 
what  ho  thinks  will  please  those  who  support 
him,  he  is  not  doing  justice  to  the  colony.  I 
say  there  are  grave  doubts  in  the  colony  on 
very  important  matters  connected  vrith  several 
measures  and  principles  that  the  Government- 
have  submitted ;  and  the  longer  these  delays. 
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take  place,  the  longer  mattoni  are  indefinite, 
the  greater  the  Iosb  to  the  colony.  Then,  the 
honoarable  gentleman,  I  suppose,  referred  par- 
ticularly to  myself,  when  he  said  that  a  boast 
had  been  made  of  wilful  obstruction.  I  say 
this  to  the  Premier :  that,  so  long  as  the  forms 
of  the  House  are  conformed  with,  it  is  the 
bounden  duty  of  every  honourable  member  here 
to  use  those  forms  to  prevent  measures  of  the 
pernicious  nature  of  the  one  he  refers  to  from 
becoming  law.  I  say  that  he  has  no  excuse 
whatever  for  saying  that  he  will  refuse  to  tell 
the  House  what  business  he  intends  to  bring 
forward.  I  say  that  it  is  the  Premier  who 
has  caused  the  delay.  Why  has  he  forced 
upon  the  House  and  the  country  a  measure 
which  is  not  to  have  efiect  for  three  years? 
He  was  the  cause  of  the  obstruction  yesterday. 
Cid  be  not,  as  Premier,  the  night  before  say 
that  if  a  certain  amendment  were  carried 
he  would  resign  ?  He  cannot  deny  that ;  and 
he  did  not  resign,  but  he  called  a  caucus 
of  his  party,  who  obstructed  the  business  of 
the  House  yesterday  when  it  met  at  eleven 
o'clock  for  the  purpose  of  asking  questions. 
The  Premier  then  moved  the  luljoumment 
of  the  House,  and  said  he  intended  to  make 
an  important  statement  that  day  at  half-past 
two.  He  called  together  his  followers,  and 
arrangements  were  entered  into  that,  I  say,  are 
objectionable,  and  are  detrimental  to  the  wel- 
fare of  the  colony.  Then,  at  half-past  two  he 
came  here  and  told  us  that  he  was  going  to  re- 
commit the  Bill.  Was  not  that  obstruction? 
Had  not  the  House  by  a  very  large  majority  de- 
cided that  an  important  amendment  should  be 
made  7  And  because  the  honourable  member 
could  not  get  his  way,  he  obstructed  the  business 
by  forcing  the  House  to  recommit  the  measure. 
Tiien,  if  ho  uses  force,  how  can  he  complain 
when  force  is  used  against  him  ?  I,  for  one, 
resent  his  interference  with  the  liberty  of  full 
and  fair  discussion.  I  object  to  the  gag  being 
applied  in  any  way_  that  the  Premier  likes  or 
thinks  fit  to  use  it.  Then,  the  honourable 
gentleman,  not  satisfied  with  that,  threatens 
honourable  members  again.  He  sayH,  "If  you 
persist  in  the  way  you  are  going  on,  it  meeuis 
that  the  Government  will  ask  the  House  to  sit 
after  Christmas."  Another  threat  from  the 
honourable  gentleman  I  That  is  the  way  he 
carries  his  measures;  that  is  the  way  he 
always  conducts  business  in  this  House.  It 
is  by  constantly  holding  the  whip  over  those 
who  choose  to  follow  him  that  he  carries  the 
measures  that  he  has  carried,  and  that  he 
himself  has  so  often  had  to  be  a  party  to 
repealing.  I  do  not  care  if  we  do  sit  up  to 
Christmas,  nor  does  this  side  of  the  House : 
we  are  prepared  to  sit  here  until  the  public  busi- 
ness is  done  in  such  a  manner  as  to  be  satisfac- 
tory and  profitable  to  the  people  of  the  colony. 
The  leader  of  the  Opposition  told  the  Premier 
long  ago  that  we  were  prepared  to  sit  until 
sncn  time  as  the  business  was  done  with  satis- 
faction to  all  concerned.  If  the  honourable 
gentleman  wishes  to  hold  this  threat  over  those 
who  support  him — to  say,  "  You  must  be  dumb, 
you  must  not  move ;  if  you  carry  an  amend- 


ment again,  I  shall  keep  you  here  until  after 
Christmas  " — if  he  wishes  to  do  that,  and  if  it 
aSects  his  supporters,  it  may,  but  the  threat  will 
have  no  effect  on  this  side  of  the  House.  Wo 
core  not  for  a  threat  of  that  kind.  Then,  the 
honourable  gentleman  speaks  of  reasonable  dis- 
cussion. Does  he  mean  to  say  that,  when  you 
alter  the  Bcpresentation  Bill  to  the  extent  of 
taking  away  a  third  of  the  number  of  members, 
we  should  pass  it  in  less  than  three  days  ? 
Then,  when  an  amendment  was  proposed,  the 
Oovemment  made  it  a  Ministerial  question  and 
promised  the  House  they  would  resign,  and  then 
backed  out  of  it  and  made  their  supporters  eat 
the  leek.  Is  that  the  way  we  are  to  have  fair 
discussion,  reasonable  discussion  ?  By  a  ma- 
jority of  five  the  House  has  said  that  they  have 
no  confidence  in  the  Government,  as  plainly  as 
ever  language  put  it.  This  amendment  said 
distinctly,  "  We  will  not  trust  you  with  power 
to  dissolve  Parliament  and  send  twentjr-fivo 
members  about  their  business  at  Euiy  time  you 
like.  We  do  not  consider  you  are  the  gentle- 
men who  should  have  that  power."  The  Pre- 
mier said,  "  We  must  have  that  power,  and  if 
you  do  not  give  us  that  power  we  will  resign  ;" 
and,  in  the  face  of  that,  by  a  majority  of  five,  the 
House  said,  "Resign."  Sir,  where  is  the  resig- 
nation ?  A  caucus  was  held  as  usual,  and  then 
the  day  after  the  Premier  got  over  his  difiiculty 
ho  tries  to  eliminate  altogether  from  the  minds 
and  memory  of  honourable  members  what  has 
occurred.  And  he  says  that  so  long  as  there 
is  fair  discussion  he  does  not  object.  I  say 
that  yesterday  was  wasted  by  the  action  of 
the  Government,  because  they  did  not  accept 
the  will  of  the  majority  of  this  House.  The 
House,  by  a  large  majority,  decided  that  it  was 
too  great  and  unconstitutional  a  power  diat 
they  wished  to  hold  over  members.  Sir,  wo 
are  not  at  all  responsible  for  the  position ; 
and  I  say  this  now :  that  the  measure  I  have 
been  alluding  to — the  Bcpresentation  Bill,  the 
alteration  in  the  numbers  of  this  House,  the 
power  which  the  Government  wish  to  have  to 
dictate  as  to  when  the  electoral  boundaries 
shall  be  altered — I  say  that  is  of  such  import- 
ance that  I  do  not  think  the  House  ha«  come 
to  a  fair  conclusion,  and  that  1  believe  a  further 
discussion  will  be  of  benefit  to  the  country.  It 
may  not  be  of  immediate  benefit;  but  when 
honourable  members  go  back  to  their  consti- 
tuents, and  the  people  of  the  colony  under- 
stand the  importance  of  the  Bill,  they  will  say 
that  the  Premier  has  endeavoured  to  use  every 
means  at  his  disposal  in  order  to  burke  a  fair 
discussion.  I  say.  Sir,  the  Premier  ought  to 
have  taken  the  House  and  the  country  into  his 
confidence  as  to  the  business  that  he  intended 
to  propose.  He  told  us  up  to  to-day  that 
he  intended  to  conclude  the  business  before 
Christmas.  I  say  we  should  have  known  a 
week  ago  what  the  Government  intend  to  do. 
We  are  told,  "We  intend  to  carry  through 
that  which  we  desire ;  and  it  means  this : 
that  if  there  is  further  obstruction  —  unless 
you  are  good  boys  and  do  as  we  tell  you,  we 
will  make  you  —  wo  will  keep  you  here  till 
after  Christmas."    Sir,  I  say,  with  regard  t» 
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that  statement,  that  I  tun  prepared  to  stay 
here  after  Christmas.  I  am  prepared  to  take 
my  Christmas  dinner  in  Wellington,  and  not 
go  home  until  the  business  of  the  country  has 
been  disposed  of.  Let  those  honourable  gentle- 
men who  ore  not  prepared  to  bach  the  Govern- 
ment go  home,  and  we  here  shall  be  able  to 
carry  on  the  business  without  them.  The 
^Minister  of  Education  shakes  his  head.  Some- 
times that  means  something, — sometimes  no- 
thing, because  there  is  nothing  in  it  to  shake. 
I  s»y  the  responsibility  of  what  has  occurred 
zests  upon  the  Premier  and  not  upon  this 
side  of  the  House.  The  House  and  the 
countr}',  I  say,  have  a  right  to  know  what 
business  the  Government  intend  to  proceed 
with ;  and,  if  the  Premier  wishes  to  pursue 
this  course,  and  say,  day  after  day,  on  some 
paltry  excuse,  that  he  refuses  to  take  the 
House  into  his  confidence,  the  responsibility 
must  rest  with  him  and  not  on  this  House.  I 
do  not  care  whether  the  Government  do  not 
tell  the  House  distinctly  between  this  and 
Christmas  what  they  intend  to  do.  As  to  my 
own  action,  I  shall  assist  in  passing  what  I 
consider  ought  to  bo  passed,  and  I  shall  use  all 
reasonable  means  in  my  power  to  prevent  the 
transaction  of  any  business  that  I  think  ought 
jiot  to  be  done.  I  have  told  the  Premier,  so  far 
as  the  Opposition  is  concerned,  that  I  belong  to 
a  party  of  one,  and  that  is  myself ;  and  any- 
thing I  say  or  do  I  hope  he  will  take  in  that 
light.  The  leader  proper  of  the  Opposition 
has  asked  a  fair  question ;  he  has  received  an 
answer  that  is  not  at  all  satisfactory.  He  may 
be  satisfied  with  that  answer,  but  I  am  not. 
Day  after  day  the  Premier  has  promised  to 
make  a  statement  as  to  what  he  intends  to  do, 
but  that  statement  has  been  put  of!  on  some 
frivolous  excuse.  If  it  would  not  be  too  strong 
or  unparliamentary  language  to  use,  I  must  say 
that  I  would  not  give  that  credence  to  the 
statement  of  the  Premier  that  should  be  given 
to  the  words  of  one  in  his  position.  He  told  us 
that  he  intended  that  the  Public  Works  State- 
ment should  be  delivered  last  Tuesday:  but  his 
action  with  regard  to  that  matter  corresponds 
with  hiH  calling  the  House  on  Friday  in  order 
to  make  the  Government  proposals  known. 
The  House  met  on  Friday,  and  it  was  immedi- 
ately adjourned  to  the  Tuesday  following.  The 
honourable  member  seizes  any  imaginable  ex- 
cuse in  order  to  procrastinate.  I  am  prepared 
to  stay  here  and  do  my  duty.  If  the  honour- 
able member  never  makes  any  definite  state- 
ment, I  shall  be  as  much  satisfied  as  if  he  told 
the  House  at  once  what  he  intended  to  do.  He 
is  dribbling  the  business  out  purposely,  bo  as  to 
deal  with  only  one  or  two  questions.  I  am  told 
that  the  Government  have  decided  that  the 
whole  of  the  estimates  should  be  put  through 
at  one  sitting ;  that  the  Government  intend  to 
go  into  Committee  of  Supply,  and  Ways  and 
Means,  and  to  force  the  estimates  through 
holus-bolus.  We  are  to  be  asked  to  swallow  the 
whole  of  those  estimates  at  one  meeting,  and 
allow  it  to  rest  entirely  with  the  Government 
AS  to  the  way  in  which  these  estimates  should 
J3e  passed.  Well,  Sir,  all  I  can  say  is  that 
Mr.  Seddon 


when  those  troubles  come  I  shall  meet  them. 
If  they  attempt  to  force  the  estimates,  the 
responsibility  will  rest  with  them  if  they  are 
obstructed  in  that  proceeding.  I  am  not  pre- 
pared to  sit  here  calmly  and  allow  the  business 
to  be  run  through  in  any  way  the  Government 
please,  more  especially  as  the  Government 
have  treated  honourable  members  in  the  way 
they  have  done  during  the  lost  three  or  four 
days.  I  shall  therefore  resent  the  action  they 
now  propose  to  take. 

Mr.  FISH.— I  should  just  like  to  take  the 
opportunity  of  saying  this  with  regard  to  the 
Bepresentation  Bill  before  the  House  last 
night :  We  are  aware  that  the  BiU  has  prac- 
tically been  rejected,  in  the  form  it  now  is  in, 
by  a  majority  of  this  House,  and  we  know  that 
that  majority  was  turned  into  a  minority  by  a 
threat  on  the  part  of  the  Premier  of  resigning 
his  position,  thereby  inducing  those  of  his  own 
party  who  were  not  satisfied  with  the  Bill,  and 
who  voted  with  the  amendment  of  the  honour- 
able member  for  Dunedin  West,  to  recant  and 
do  just  the  opposite.  It  is  not  in  my  province, 
nor  is  it  my  mtention,  to  criticize  the  conduct 
of  the  honourable  gentlemen  who  did  that.  I 
am  free  to  admit  that  they  were  placed  in  a 
difficult  position :  and  at  all  times  honourable 
gentlemen  must  pay  great  deference  and  con- 
sideration to  party  ties.  Therefore  I  am  not 
one  of  those  who  are  prepared  to  say  that 
those  honourable  gentlemen,  in  recanting,  or  in 
going  from  the  opposition  they  had  previously 
assumed,  have  done  anything  unparliamentary 
or  anything  wrong.  If  the  Government  have 
strained  the  relations  between  themselves  and 
those  of  their  supporters  who  have  acted  in 
this  manner,  that  is  their  business.  But  I  say 
it  was  and  is  the  duty  of  the  Opposition,  see- 
ing that  the  Bill  is  now  in  the  position  it  is  in, 
to  obstruct  the  passage  of  that  Bill  as  much  as 
it  is  in  their  power  to  do.  They  were  entitled 
to  and  ought  to  use  every  form  of  the  House  to 
prevent  the  Bill,  of  which  the  majority  of  the 
House  are  not  in  favour,  from  being  forced  on 
the  country  until  a  clear  majority  of  the  House 
were  in  favour  of  it.  But  the  position  I  have 
taken  is  this :  I  said  at  a  meeting  of  the  Oppo- 
sition yesterday  that  the  Bill  ought  to  bo 
obstructed :  that  the  Opposition  as  a  body 
ought  to  obstruct  that  Bill,  and  prevent  its 
being  made  law.  A  number  of  the  members 
of  the  Opposition  were  not  in  favour  of  that 
course.  Had  they  been  in  favour  of  it  I  should 
have  been  prepared  to  debate  the  Bill  for  a  con- 
siderable time  in  order  to  prevent  its  passing ; 
but  I  am  not  prepared  to  take  the  onus  and  re- 
sponsibility on  myself  of  an  individual  obstruc- 
tion. I  do  not  think  I  should  be  justified  in 
doing  that,  and  I  do  not  intend  doing  it,  nor 
have  I  done  it.  I  do  regret  that  the  Opposi- 
tion did  not  unanimously,  or  nearly  unani- 
mously, consent  to  obstruct  this  Bill  to  the 
utmost  of  their  power.  I  have  no  hesitation  in 
saying  that  the  position  in  regard  to  this  Bill  is 
unparalleled ;  and,  if  it  is  not  unparliamentary 
to  use  such  a  term,  I  say  it  is  a  most  atrocioas 
proceeding  on  the  part  of  the  head  of  the  Go- 
vernment to  force  a  BiU  of  this  kind  through 
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the  House,  under  the  circumstances.  He  has 
taken  a  responsibility  upon  himself  which  is 
wrong,  and  which  he  ought  not  to  take,  and 
which  is  ivnfair  to  the  country.  And  in  saying 
this  I  wi.sh  again  to  state  that  I  was  pledged 
to,  and  am  in  favour  of,  a  reduction  of  mem- 
bers ;  but  I  hold  that  we  now  know  so  much 
more  of  the  ultimate  results  that  will  accrue 
from  the  passing  of  this  measure,  and  the 
measure  that  is  going  to  be  brought  in  next 
session  in  order  to  give  it  so  much  more  force 
and  effect,  so  much  additional  light  has  been 
thrown  on  the  whole  subject,  that  we  are  right 
in  demanding  that  we  should  bo  allowed  to  go 
to  our  constituents,  and,  after  explaining  the 
new  position  of  affairs,  to  come  back  either  to 
assent  to  the  passing  of  the  Bill  or  to  tlirow 
it  out  altogether.  The  honourable  gentleman 
is  not  doing  his  duty  in  taking  the  high,  ex- 
treme, and  tyrannical  course  he  has  done  on 
this  occasion,  and  I  feel  sure  that  a  number 
of  his  own  party  feel  the  same  way ;  and  the 
position  he  has  placed  some  of  his  party  iu  is  a 
most  cruel  one.  I  do  not  blame  them,  how- 
ever, for  doing  what  they  feel  compelled  to  do, 
because  I  recognise  that  the  ties  of  party  ore 
strong,  and  must  not  be  lightly  broken. 

Mr.  SAMUEL. — As  one  of  the  representa- 
tives of  a  provincial  district  which  will  suffer 
very  severely  by  this  Bill,  I  wish  to  place 
upon  record  that,  in  Ck>mmittee,  I  have  done 
my  very  best  to  prevent  it  from  passing.  I 
consider  it  a  very  bad  Bill ;  that  it  will  render 
a  very  large  number  of  the  people  voice- 
less, and  unable  to  complain  effectively  of  the 
grievances  under  which  they  suffer,  and  that 
it  will  create  dissatisfaction  from  one  end  of 
the  colony  to  the  other.  At  the  same  time,  I 
desire  to  express  my  great  satisfaction  that 
several  honoarable  members  have  endeavoured 
to  give  the  House  time  to  consider  the  ill  effects 
of  this  Bill,  and,  notably,  the  honourable  mem- 
bers for  Cbristchuich  North  and  Auckland 
Central.  Both  those  honourable  members 
have  done  their  best  to  give  sufficient  time 
for  its  consideration,  and  have  recognised  in 
this  what  I  presume  they  will  admit  to  bo  their 
error  in  the  past — the  error  of  the  honourable 
member  for  Cbristchurch  North  in  saying  that 
"the  resort  of  talking  out  measures  is  on 
odious  practice,  and  one  which  the  members 
of  the  House  should  join  in  discouraging;" 
and  also  the  error  of  the  honourable  member 
for  Auckland  Central  in  stigmatizing  the  dis- 
cussion on  a  measure  the  other  night  as  "  a 
solemn  farce."  I  am  glad  the  honourable 
gentlemen  have  recognised  the  use  of  such 
tactics,  and  that  they  have  found  that  if  it  is 
in  the  interests  of  the  colony  it  is  right  and 
proper  that  they  should  use  such  an  "  odious 
practice  "  and  play  a  part  in  such  a  "  solemn 
farce."  I  think,  however,  that  we  have  now 
done  enough.  There  is  no  use  in  wasting  time 
struggling  further.  The  majority  of  the  House 
for  some  reason — and  I  believe  it  is  becaitse  of 
the  fear  of  the  present  Government  going  out 
of  power  and  another  Government  coming  in — 
have  determined  to  carry  this  Bill,  and  it  seems 
to  me  useless  waste  of  time  to  oppose  it.    I 


hope  the  House  will  accept  the  inevitable,  and 
go  on  with  the  business  and  try  to  get  it  finished 
OS  soon  as  we  can. 

Sir  J.  VOGEL.— As  to  the  point  of  order,  we 
should  understand  what  the  position  is,  and  I 
think  I  may  ask  it  equally  on  behalf  of  both 
sides  of  the  House.  At  any  rate,  I  may  ask  for 
on  expression  of  opin-ou  about  passing  a  mea- 
sure through  all  itr.  stages.  I  want  to  know, 
Sir,  what  position  we  are  in  when  you  leave  the 
chair  and  we  go  into  Committee  of  Supply.  As 
matters  now  stand  the  Premier  cannot  move  a 
resolution.  The  Minister  of  Education  cannot 
move  that  you  do  leave  the  chair,  nor  can  the 
honourable  member  for  Wakatipn.  I  believe 
they  have  all  spoken.  I  cannot  speak,  and  a 
dozen  others  cannot  speak,  because  they  have 
already  spoken  on  the  motion  for  going  into 
Committee  of  Supply,  if  it  is  considered  to 
be  a  resumption  of  that  adjourned  debate. 
There  are  a  number  of  honourable  gentle- 
men who  wish  to  speak,  and  it  is  not  likely 
that  they  will  be  willing  that  the  debate 
should  be  cut  short.  I  cannot  sec  how  wo 
con  now  go  into  Committee  of  Supply.  I  felt 
it  was  a  mistake  the  honourable  gentleman 
asking  that  the  Financial  Statement  discus- 
sion should  be  taken  on  a  motion  for  leaving 
the  chair.  It  should  have  been  taken  on  the 
second  reading  of  a  finance  Bill.  Practically 
Supply  is  fhtit  out  until  the  discussion  is  at  an 
end.  If  the  discussion  had  gone  on  day  after 
day  it  would  have  been  a  different  matter.  The 
position  is,  that  there  is  an  adjourned  debate 
on  the  motion  to  go  into  Committee  of  Supply. 
The  question,  That  you  do  leave  the  chair  in 
order  that  the  House  may  go  into  Committee 
of  Supply,  has  been  put,  and  the  debate  ad- 
journed on  it  from  day  to  day.  I  do  not  know 
that  there  is  any  rule  making  it  necessary,  but 
the  propriety  of  things  requires  that  the  possi- 
bility of  going  into  Committee  of  Supply  should 
be  kept  open.  When  the  motion  that  you  do 
leave  the  chair  for  the  House  to  go  into  Com- 
mittee of  Supply  is  put,  we  are  confronted  with 
an  unfinished  debate  on  the  financial  proposals 
of  the  Government,  and  that  surely  is  not  a 
fitting  time  to  propose  to  suspend  the  Standing 
Orders  to  put  on  Imprest  Supply  Bill  tlirough 
all  stages.  At  any  rate.  Sir,  I  should  like  you 
to  tell  us  if,  when  the  order,  "Committee  of 
Supply,"  is  called  on  and  the  motion  is  put 
that  you  do  leave  the  chair  so  that  the  House 
may  go  into  Committee  of  Supply,  it  will  be 
competent  for  those  honourable  members  who 
have  not  yet  taken  part  in  the  financial  debate 
to  then  make  speeches  if  they  wish  to  do  so, 
or  whether  those  who  have  already  spoken  in 
that  debate  will  be  able  to  speak  again. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— The  order  for  Committee  of 
Supply  stands  on  the  Order  Paper  in  this  form : 
"The  Committee  of  Supply — adjourned  debate. 
(18th  November.)"  And  then  there  is  this  foot- 
note :  "  Financial  Statement.— Question  pro- 
posed, That  Mr.  Speaker  do  now  leave  the  chair. 
(Hon.  Major  Atkinson.)  Debate.  Ordered,  That 
the  debate  be  adjourned  until  Tuesday  next. 
(Mr.  Walker.) "  Therefore,  Sir,  when  the  order 
is  called  on  at  half-past  seven  o'clock,  will  you 
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call  on  the  honourable  member  for  Ashbnrton, 
who  moved  the  adjournment  of  the  debate,  to 
resume  it  ?  If  that  is  so,  we  shall  be  debating 
the  proposals  of  the  Govemment.  In  that  de- 
bate I  have  not  yet  spoken,  nor  have  a  number 
of  other  members.  1  should  like  to  reserve  my 
right  to  speak  on  the  Government's  financial 
proposals  ;  and  I  should  like  also  to  speak  on 
the  specific  motion  raii^ed  to-day.  The  position 
is  one  of  difficulty,  and  I  should  like  to  see  a 
clear  course  pointed  out. 

Mr.  SPEAKEB. — The  course  of  business  is 
not  fixed  by  the  Speaker,  but  by  the  leader  of 
the  House,  and  what  course  he  will  propose  to 
adopt  I  cannot  tell.  I  suggest,  as  a  convenient 
course  for  both  parties,  that  the  financial 
debate  should  by  consent  be  placed  tempo- 
rarily aside,  and  that  the  Premier  should  be 
allowed  to  move  that  the  House  should  not- 
withstanding immediately  resolve  itself  into 
Committee  of  Supply,  which,  if  agreed  to,  the 
next  question  would  be  that  Mr.  Speaker  do 
now  leave  the  chair  in  order  to  go  mto  Com- 
mittee of  Supply ;  which  members  might  dis- 
cuss or  not,  as  tliey  thought  proper. 

Sir  J.  VOGEL. — Sir,  if  you  will  excuse  my 
remarking  it,  I  would  observe  that  any  irregu- 
larity in  going  into  Committee  of  Supply  afiects 
most  seriously  the  privileges  the  House  pos- 
sesses. Either  it  is  wrong  or  right  that  this 
debate  should  bo  concluded.  Surely  we  have 
made  a  mistake  in  not  observing  the  order  of 
the  House  that  the  debate  should  be  resumed 
at  a  certain  time,  iuiitead  of  allowing  the  Go- 
vernment to  put  that  tirder  down  on  the  Paper, 
when  it  could  not  be  resumed  at  that  time. 
Sir.  You  have  not  answered  the  question  I 
put  to  you ;  but  have  simply  expressed  your 
opinion  as  to  a  way  in  which  we  might  get  out 
of  the  difiiculty.  Surely  we  have  a  right  to 
know  what  are  the  exact  rights  and  wrongs 
of  the  case.  Sir,  if  you  have  any  doubt 
as  to  the  course  which  we  should  pursue,  it 
would  not  be  unreasonable  if  yon  were  to  take 
time  to  consider  it,  although  it  wonld  be  more 
convenient  to  know  now,  because  it  might 
guide  us  in  deciding  what  should  be  done  this 
evening.  I  want  to  know  specifically  if,  when 
it  is  ordered  that  a  debate  shall  be  resumed  on 
a  certain  day,  the  Government  can  have  the 
power  of  placing  the  order  for  resuming  the 
debate  lower  down  on  the  Paper ;  and  also  if, 
when  the  order  for  Committee  of  Supply  is 
called  on,  it  would  be  open  for  us  to  resume 
the  financial  debate.  I  wont  information  on 
those  two  points.  Then,  I  want  to  know  if, 
when  it  is  moved  this  evening  that  you  do 
leave  the  chair  to  go  into  Committee  of  Supply, 
it  will  be  considered  that  any  debate  which 
takes  place  is  the  adjourned  debate,  and  that 
only  those  members  who  have  not  spoken  in 
that  debate  have  the  right  to  speak.  I  should 
be  glad,  Sir,  if  you  could  enlighten  us  on  those 
points ;  but,  if  you  cannot  do  so  now,  we  would 
wait  till  half-past  seven,  for  I  am  sure  honour- 
able members  would  suffer  temporary  incon- 
venience in  order  to  keep  all  the  safeguards 
that  now  hedge  around  the  spending  of  public 
money  by  order  of  the  Honso. 
Mr.  Seddon 


Mr.  SPEAKER.— I  cannot  give  any  fuller 
information  than  I  have  given. 

Sir  J.  VOGEL.^May  I  ask  you,  is  it  possible 
to  go  into  Committee  of  Supply  without  re- 
suming thii!  adjourned  debate? 

Mr.  SPEAKER.  — I  think  so.  It  will  be 
quite  competent  to  further  adjourn  the  present 
financial  debate,  and,  for  convenience'  sake, 
take  a  formal  sitting  of  Supply  to  facilitate  the 
introduction  and  passing  of  an  Imprest  Supply 
Bill. 

Sir  J.  VOGEL.— Then  there  might  be  two 
Committees  of  Supply  on  the  Order  Paper. 
The  debate  on  the  order  to  go  into  Committee 
of  Supply  to-night  might  be  adjourned,  and  we 
should  be  in  the  position  of  having  "  Committee 
of  Supply — adjourned  debate,"  twice  on  the 
Order  Paper  at  the  same  time.  How  would  it 
be  possible  to  distinguish  between  the  two? 
We  might  go  on  having  half  a  dozen  adjourned 
debates  on  Committee  of  Supply  if  we  could 
have  two.  I  really  cannot  help  thinking  that 
the  debate  should  have  been  resumed  on  the 
day  ordered.  Will  you  satisfy  me  on  that 
point,  Sir — should  not  the  debate  have  been 
resumed  on  the  day  ordered  ? 

Mr.  SPEAKER. — I  think,  not  necessarily. 
It  became  an  order  of  the  day,  and  the  Go- 
vemment have  the  right  to  arrange  their  orders 
of  the  day  as  they  choose. 

Sir  J.  VOGEL.— Then,  Sir,  will  it  require 
the  general  concurrence  of  the  House  that  we 
should  actually  go  into  Committee  of  Supply 
to-night  without  resuming  the  adjourned  de- 
bate, or  what  course  would  you  suggest  ? 

Sir.  SPEAKER.— I  have  given  all  the  infor- 
mation I  can  give,  and  cannot  answer  further 
questions  on  the  point. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— May  I  ask.  Sir,  if,  when  the 
order  "  The  Committee  of  Supply — adjourned 
debate,"  is  called  on  to-night,  you  will  call  on 
the  honourable  member  for  Ashburton  to  re- 
sume the  debate,  as  it  was  adjourned  on  his 
motion. 

Mr.  SPEAKER. — If  no  other  arrangement  is 
mado  to  facilitate  business,  I  shall  call  on  the 
member  for  Ashburton  to  take  up  the  debate  ; 
but  I  understand  that  a  special  proposition 
will  be  mtide  to  go  into  Committee  of  Supply, 
in  order  that  the  Imprest  Supply  Bill  may  be 
passed. 

Sir  G.  GREY. — I  confess  I  cannot  under, 
stand  the  position  we  are  in — ^whether  we  ore 
now  to  go  into  Committee  of  Supply  at  once 
to  deal  with  the  Governor's  message  asking 
for  supply,  and  then  resume  the  adjourned 
debate,  or  whether  the  whole  debate  is  to  go 
on  before  we  can  deal  with  the  Governor's 
message.  I  think  it  is  desirable  that  there 
should  be  some  means  by  which  wo  could  at 
once  deal  with  the  request  of  the  Governor, 
and  I  think  we  should  know  whether  we  can 
do  that  at  once,  without  going  into  the  whole 
of  the  debate  on  the  finances. 

Mr.  TUBNBULL.— It  does  seem  a  most  ex- 
traordinary position,  certainly.  It  appears  to 
me.  Sir,  looking  at  the  Standing  Orders,  that 
we  cannot  go  into  Committee  of  Supply  with- 
out resuming  the  adjourned  debate  in  the  regn- 
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lar  form.  It  is  a  matter  for  the  very  serious 
consideration  of  the  House  whether  wo  should 
go  into  Committee  of  Supply  without  finishing 
the  adjourned  debate,  because  possibly  we  might 
be  depriving  ourselves  of  the  right  to  resume 
that  debate  at  all. 

Major  ATKINSON.— Sir,  I  need  only  say  in 
roply  that  it  is  always  customarj'  in  the  House 
to  assist  the  Government  to  get  the  necessary 
supply,  and  I  liave  no  doubt  the  House  will  on 
this  occasion  do  as  it  has  alwa}-s  done.  I  take 
it  that  there  is  no  difficulty  in  the  cose  at  all. 
If  my  memory  serves  me  there  is  a  precedent 
in  an  exactly  similar  case  either  in  1879  or 
1884,  when  we  had  an  adjourned  debate  on  the 
motion  to  go  into  Committee  of  Supply  just  as 
we  have  now,  and  yet  passed  an  Imprest  Supply 
Bill  without  resuming  that  debate.  It  fre- 
quently happens  that  there  is  a  long  debate  on 
the  Financial  Statement  beginning  just  before 
supply  is  wanted,  and  supply  must  necessarily 
be  granted  before  the  debate  is  finished.  There 
is  nothing  at  all  irregular  in  the  course  that  is 
proposed,  nor  need  there  be  any  inconvenience, 
because,  I  take  it,  it  is  always  the  desire  of  the 
House  CO  grant  the  Government  the  necessary 
supply.  That  being  so,  I  a.<i8ume  that  when 
the  onler  for  Committee  of  Supply  is  called  on 
this  evening  the  general  deroite  will  bo  ad- 
journed until  a  future  day,  and,  the  House  hav- 
ing gone  into  Committee,  the  whole  position, 
as  to  the  adjourned  debate  and  everything  else, 
will  bo  in  exactly  the  samo  position  to-morrow 
that  it  is  in  now.  I  do  not  think  honourable 
gentlemen  will  find  any  difficulty  in  doing  that. 
Of  course,  when  the  order  for  the  Committee  of 
Supply  is  called  on  to-night,  it  will  be  com- 
petent for  honourable  members  to  speak  as 
much  as  they  like  ;  but  it  is  not  the  custom  of 
the  House  to  do  so  when  an  imprest  is  wanted, 
the  House  being  always  willing  to  grant  supply 
without  debate.  I  should  have  preferred  to 
go  on  with  it  now,  but  the  Government  have 
agreed  to  postpone  it  till  this  evening  at  the 
request  of  the  leader  of  the  Opposition ;  and 
I  do  not  think  we  shall  find  any  difficulty 
in  proceeding  then.  When  the  Governor's 
message  was  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Sup- 
ply 1  explained  that  I  had  had  a  message 
lor  several  days,  but  in  the  press  of  business 
had  forgotten  it,  and  so  had  omitted  to  ask 
leave  to  pass  the  Bill  through  all  its  stages  at 
once. 

Mr.  TUBNBULL.— If  the  hononroble  gentle- 
man moved  that  the  House  go  into  Committee 
of  Supply,  I  understand  that  there  is  nothing 
to  prevent  any  honourable  member  getting  up 
and  continuing  the  debate  on  the  financial 
proposals  of  the  Government. 

Sir  O.  GBEY. — I  understand,  on  the  other 
hand,  that  a  motion  may  be  made  that  the 
adjonmcd  debate  be  further  adjourned. 

Major  ATKINSON.— Yes. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

OAMABU  HABBOUR  BOARD  LOAN 
BILL. 
Mr.  mSLOP  moved,  That  the  House  agrees 
with  the  amendments  mode  by  the  Legislative 


Council  in  this  Bill,  with  the  following  excep- 
tions :  The  striking-out  of  clause  8  of  the  Bill, 
OS  passed  by  the  House  of  Representatives ; 
the  insertion  of  new  clause  5 ;  and  the  inser- 
tion of  the  word  "  annually  "  in  clause  6  of 
the  Bill,  OS  amended.  The  alterations  made 
in  the  Bill  took  away  the  power  which  was 
sought,  of  having  the  whole  of  the  loans  consoli- 
dated ;  and  he  thought  it  was  a  disadvantage 
that  that  power  should  be  taken  away.  Ho 
hod  agreed  with  the  honourable  gentleman  in 
chetrge  of  the  Bill  that  that  amendment  should 
be  agreed  to,  so  that  the  works  might  be 
proceeded  wiUi  as  soon  as  possible.  There 
was,  however,  one  clause  which  dealt  with  a 
power  of  rating.  It  was  doubtful  whether  that 
power  was  not  taken  away  by  the  Act  of  last 
session,  and  the  clause  provided  that  the  power 
should  continue  to  exist ;  and  therefore  it 
should  be  retained  in  this  Bill.  Then,  with  re- 
gard to  the  provision  that  the  Board  should  go 
to  the  ratepayers  before  borrowing,  he  might 
point  out  that,  as  the  Board  had  ^reody  gone 
to  the  ratepayers,  it  was  unnecessary  that  they 
should  repeat  that  operation,  and  be  put  to  all 
the  trouble  and  expense  which  it  would  entail. 
As  to  clause  6,  the  Upper  House,  under  a  mis- 
apprehension OS  to  tho  existing  law,  had 
inserted  the  word  "  annually."  The  effect 
would  bo  that,  instead  of  levying  tho  rates  at 
the  time  the  loan  was  raised,  which  was  no- 
cessarj'  in  order  to  give  the  proper  security,  the 
Board  would  hove  to  levy  a  rate  from  year  to 
year,  and  that  wa.s  inconsistent  with  the  pro- 
visions of  tlio  Rating  Act  of  1882. 

Mr.  K.  RICHARDSON  asked  whether  it 
would  not  bo  necessary  to  have  Bome>  words  put 
in  in  place  of  those  which  were  struck  out. 

Mr.  HISLOP  thought  that  would  not  be 
necessary,  as  it  was  covered  by  the  Act  of 
1882. 

Mr.  MILLS  said  ho  found  some  difficulty 
with  reference  to  this  matter.  He  hod  not 
been  able  to  gather  the  full  purport  of  the 
explanation  offered,  as  the  honourable  gentle- 
man's remarks  were  scarcely  audible.  He 
should  like  to  know  clearly  what  exception  tho 
honourable  gentleman  took  to  the  amendments 
mode  by  the  Upper  House. 

Sir  J.  VOGEL  asked  whether  the  consent  of 
the  ratepayers  had  already  been  given  to  the 
£40  000. 

Mr.  HISLOP  said  to  £80,000.  The  authority 
of  the  ratepayers  was  taken  for  necessary 
works,  which  were  estimated  to  cost  about 
£30,000. 

Sir  J.  VOGEL  said  it  seemed  to  him  that 
the  House  was  asked  to  break  through  all  pre- 
cedent. 

Mr.  HISLOP  said  the  honourable  gentleman 
was  fully  informed  by  him  last  session  of  tho 
existing  nature  of  the  authority  given  by  the 
ratepayers,  and  the  honourable  gentleman  at 
that  time  went  very  carefully  through  the 
Bill. 

Sir  3.  VOGEL  said  he  remembered  having  a 
long  conversation  vrith  the  honourable  gentle- 
man as  to  the  apparent  evasion  of  the  clauses 
of  the  Rating  Act,  aud  the  honourable  gentle- 
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man  then  undertook  to  make  the  necessary 
amendment.  He  understood  now  that  the 
Board  was  asking  for  a  larger  loan. 

Mr.  HISLOP  said  it  was  at  the  instance  of 
the  honourable  gentleman's  own  Government 
that  the  assent  was  token  from  the  ratepayers, 
and  afterwards  the  matter  was  further  discussed 
between  the  honourable  gentleman  and  himself, 
and  they  substituted  £38,000  for  £30,000. 

Sir  J.  VOGEL  said  his  Government  insisted 
that  the  assent  of  the  ratepayers  should  be 
taken,  and  he  understood  that  the  honourable 
gentleman  was  row  asking  for  greater  borrow- 
ing-power than  the  ratepayers  had  assented  to. 
He  was  not  raising  the  question  as  to  whether 
it  was  necessary  to  consult  the  ratepayers  so 
far  as  the  £80,000  went ;  but,  if  an  additional 
amount  was  to  be  asked  for,  it  was  necessary 
that  such  additional  amount  should  have  the 
assent  of  the  ratepayers.  If  the  honourable 
gentleman  would  make  an  alteration  so  that 
the  ratepayers  should  assent  to  the  additional 
£10,000,  that  would  be  sufficient.  He  was  sure 
the  honourable  gentleman  must  see  the  fair- 
ness of  tliat  course. 

Mr.  TUBNBULL  had  understood  the  Colonial 
Secretary  to  say  that  there  was  no  necessity 
for  taking  a  fresh  poll  of  the  i-atepayers,  for 
the  poll  for  ratification  of  one  of  the  loons  had 
already  been  taken.  He  must,  however,  hove 
misunderstood  the  honourable  gentleman,  as  it 
did  not  appear  whether  it  had  been  taken  upon 
the  consolidated  loan  or  on  the  single  loan 
as  now  altered ;  also  whether  there  were  two 
distinct  rates  or  only  one. 

Mr.  HISLOP  might  explain,  with  reference 
to  the  remarks  of  the  honourable  member  for 
Port  Chalmers,  that  one  alteration  which  he 
wanted  to  make  was  in  the  restoration  of  clause 
8,  which  dealt  with  the  power  of  reviving  the 
balance  of  the  rate  authorised  by  the  Act  of 
1882.  It  was  doubted  whether  there  was  power 
to  authorise  the  raising  of  the  balance  of  the 
rate ;  and  this  clause  would  give  that  power. 
As  to  clause  5,  what  took  place  between  the 
honourable  member  for  Christchurch  North 
and  himself  was  this:  They  did  not  confine 
themselves  to  any  particular  sum ;  but  they 
agreed  that  an  estimate  should  be  mode  by  a 
Government  engineer  as  to  the  probable  cost 
of  the  works.  The  estimate  was  £30,000 ;  but 
every  one  must  recognise  the  fact  that  the 
works  might  possibly  cost  more  than  originally 
estimated.  A  circular  was  then  sent  round  by 
the  Board  to  all  the  ratepayers,  asking  them 
whether  the  works  should  be  proceeded  with 
on  the  estimate  supplied,  upon  which  it  was 
intended  to  levy  the  rate  authorised  by  section 
G.  That  was  assented  to  by  a  great  majority 
of  the  ratepayers.  As  the  honourable  member 
for  Christchurch  Korth  was  no  doubt  aware, 
the  amount  of  £38,000  was  placed  in  the  Bill  of 
last  session.  That  was  advertised  in  the  papers 
circulating  in  the  district,  and  not  only  that, 
but  it  was  also  referred  to  in  locals  and  in  dis- 
cussions in  the  newspapers,  and  there  was  not 
a  single  objection  made  to  it.  Then,  with  re- 
gard to  taking  a  poll,  he  submitted  that  it  would 
be  exceedingly  inconvenient  that  a  poll  should 
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bo  taken  again  for  the  £10,000  required  to  com- 
plete the  work.  The  £38,000  was  inserted  in 
the  Bill  of  lasl  session ;  but  at  the  suggestion  of 
the  honourable  member  for  Dunedin  South  it 
had  been  altered  to  £40,000  in  the  Hou.se.  He 
submitted  that,  as  the  ratepayers  had  been 
consulted  as  to  the  works  generally,  and  had 
had  full  opportunity  of  objecting  to  them,  it  was 
not  necessary,  for  tJie  sake  of  such  a  small  sum, 
that  they  should  be  consulted  again.  As  the 
Government  had  advanced  port  of  the  money 
to  complete  the  works,  it  was  necessary  that 
this  Bill  should  pass  in  order  that  they  might 
be  recouped.  The  works  were  of  very  great 
importance,  and  be  thought  there  ought  not  to 
bo  any  unnecessary  delay,  or  any  question  of 
going  to  the  ratepayers  again.  He  need  only 
odd  that,  if  there  was  any  very  great  objection 
in  another  place  to  theso  amendments,  iotm- 
much  as  the  ratepayers  could  be  consulted 
again,  and  would  no  doubt  consent,  it  would  be 
for  the  honourable  gentleman  in  charge  of  the 
Bill  to  consider  whether  he  would  still  resist 
the  amendments.  With  regard  to  the  word 
"  annually,"  he  had  explained  that  the  Act  of 
1882  made  provision  for  that. 

Motion  agreed  to,  and  Mr.  Hislop,  Mr.  J. 
SIcKenzie,  and  Mr.  Duncan  appointed  Managers 
to  draw  up  reasons  for  disagreement, 

REPRESENTATION  BILL. 

Major  ATKINSON  moved.  That  the  House 
do  agree  with  the  amendments  made  in  this 
Bill. 

Sir  J.  VOGEL.— I  shall  ask  the  honourable 
gentleman  to  postpone  this  Bill  until  half-past 
seven.  The  position  of  this  measure  has  very 
much  changed  during  the  last  few  days.  When 
it  was  originally  brought  in  it  appeared  to  be 
a  measure  which  was  brought  down  in  com- 
plionce  with  a  wish  generally  expressed  during 
the  elections,  that  tfie  number  of  members  of 
the  House  should  be  reduced ;  and  it  was 
brought  down  as  though  it  were  merely  in- 
tended to  reduce  the  number  of  members  of 
the  House,  without  any  alteration  of  the  other 
provisions  of  the  law  existing.  But  the  night 
before  last  a  resolution  was  come  to  by  Uie 
House  to  the  effect  that  this  Bill  should  not 
come  into  effect  for  two  years,  and  at  the 
same  time  we  learned  that  this  Bill  was  not 
regarded  by  the  Government  as  being  a  com- 
plete measure,  but  merely  as  a  port  of  a 
series  of  general  measures  which  are  to  be 
brought  in  next  year.  So  that,  from  the  point 
of  view  of  the  necessity  for  disposing  of  busi- 
ness as  far  as  we  can  this  session,  it  is  quite 
evident  that  nothing  can  be  said  in  favour  of 
this  Bill,  unless  it  bears  the  character  given 
to  it  by  the  Press,  and  by  some  members  of  this 
House,  that  it  is  a  Bill  by  which  the  Govern- 
ment will  be  able  to  coerce  a  large  number  of 
the  members  of  the  House  into  complying  with 
their  will  as  to  the  manner  in  which  they  shall 
vote,  upon  the  pain  of  extinction  of  their  seats. 
Only  from  that  point  of  view  can  there  be  the 
least  necessity  for  huriying  on  the  Bill  this  ses- 
sion ;  because,  if  the  Bill  is  not  to  be  used  until 
further  alterations  have  been  made  in  the  elec- 
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tozal  laws,  what  can  the  object  be  of  passing  it 
this  session?  Of  what  use  is  it  to  pass  it  if  its 
complement  is  not  to  be  passed  till  next  session  ? 
I  say  that  either  the  Bill  is  unnecessary,  or  it 
is  a  Bill  of  a  character  which  no  honourable 
member  who  has  any  respect  for  the  honour 
and  independence  of  the  House  can  possibly 
approve  of.  That  it  is  in  the  mind  of  the  Uo- 
vemment  to  get  this  passed  so  that,  on  getting 
any  excuse,  they  may  be  in  a  position  to  force 
on  a  premature  dissolution  I  do  not,  myself, 
believe.  I  can  hardh'  suppose  that  such  a  con- 
spiracy, such  a  scheme,  can  be  in  the  minds  of 
the  Government  as  to  pass  a  Bill  for  the  purpose 
of  holding  a  whip  over  honourable  members. 
Still,  it  has  been  stated ;  and  if  it  is  not  the 
case — and  I  must  say  that  I  cannot  bring  my- 
self to  believe  that  that  is  the  object  of  the 
Bill  —  then  I  say  that  there  can  be  no  need 
whatever  for  urging  it  on  during  the  present 
session.  Yet  we  see  that  the  Government  are 
carrying  it  by  coercion.  The  other  night  we 
had  the  deliberate  opinion  of  the  House  ex- 
pressed in  the  shape  of  an  amendment  carried 
at  the  instance  of  the  honourable  member  for 
Dunedin  West,  and  yet  that  deliberately  -  ex- 
pressed opinion  has  bean  reversed,  not  because 
honourable  members  have  seen  that  they  were 
wrong  in  the  opinion  which  they  had  expressed 
in  voting  for  the  amendment  of  the  honour- 
able member  for  Dunedin  West,  but  because 
the  Government  have  said  that  they  look  upon 
it  as  a  Government  question.  I  do  not  grudge 
the  Government  the  triumph  they  have  won  by 
inducing  those  gentlemen  who  are  their  sup- 
porters to  either  vote  against  the  amendment 
or  to  walk  ont  of  the  House  when  the  matter 
came  up  again.  I  do  not  grudge  the  Govern- 
ment that  triumph,  nor  am  I  going  to  say  any- 
thing harsh  with  regard  to  those  honourable 
gentlemen  who  have  been  persuaded  to  adopt 
either  of  those  courses,  because  I  recognise  that 
it  is  in  consonance  with  parliamentary  prac- 
tice for  members  to  make  sacrifices  of  their 
opinions  if  they  wish  to  keep  a  Government  in 
office.  I  am  not  reflecting  upon  the  conduct 
of  those  honourable  gentlemen  :  still,  the  fact 
is  that  the  opinion  of  the  majority  of  the 
House  is  in  favour  of  fixing  a  time  for  this  Act 
to  come  into  operation  so  as  to  exclude  the 
possibility  of  its  having  such  a  character  as 
that  to  which  I  have  alluded.  And,  now  that 
the  Government  have  shown  their  power,  havo 
shown  that  they  are  able  to  enforce  their  will, 
I  ask,  how  can  they,  with  any  reason,  when, 
admittedly,  there  is  no  necessity  for  the  Bill  to 
be  carried  this  session,  and  at  a  time  when  the 
Government  are  asking  us  to  forego  discussion 
in  order  to  get  the  business  through  rapidly — I 
ask,  how  can  they  reconcile  it  to  themselves 
to  make  so  much  point  of  a  measure  which 
there  can  be  no  reason  to  hurry  on  until  next 
session  ? — because  it  is  admittedly  incomplete 
until  farther  legislation  can  take  place.  I 
trust  that  the  honourable  gentleman  will  ac- 
cede to  what  I  believe  is  the  wish  of  the  House 
on  both  sides,  and  not  press  the  measure  for- 
ward this  session.  But,  Sir,  I  shall  not  go  so 
far  as  that  at  present.    I  will  merely  ask  that 


this  order  of  the  day  be  postponed  until  the- 
order  of  the  day  for  Supply,  which  we  have  just 
determined  shall  be  set  down  for  half-past 
seven,  has  been  disposed  of — in  fact,  to  tnaike  it 
the  second  order  of  the  day  after  half-post 
seven.  In  the  meantime,  we  may  be  able  to 
take  into  further  consideration  the  question  of 
whether  we  will  allow  it  to  pass,  or  endeavour- 
still  to  ask  the  Government  to  reconsider  it — 
whether  we  will  ask  for  a  recommittal,  and  re- 
view the  vote  that  was  taken,  I  believe,  at  three 
o'clock  this  morning.  I  confess,  with  no  small 
amount  of  humiliation,  that,  physically,  I  am 
not  strong  enough  to  take  part  in  a  debate  in 
the  middle  of  the  night,  and  there  are  probably 
other  members  who  are  in  the  same  position ; 
and  it  does  seem  a  cruel  thing  that  measures- 
which  affect  the  representation  of  the  country,. 
and  which  in  all  Parliaments  are  looked  upon 
as  matters  of  a  most  important  character — we 
know  how  Reform  Bills  are  debated  for  month 
after  month  —  I  say  it  seems  a  cruel  thing 
that  members  who  wish  to  exercise  their 
right  of  discussing  such  measures  should  be 
pat  before  the  House  in  the  character  of 
obstructionists,  and  that  they  should  be  shut 
out  from  the  consideration  of  such  measures, 
by  the  business  being  taken  when  the  early 
hours  in  the  morning  are  approaching.  I  felt 
incapacitated  from  taking  port  in  the  discus- 
sion of  the  amendment  of  the  honourable 
member  for  Dunedin  West,  or  the  motion  for 
the  restoration  of  the  Bill  to  its  original  shape. 
I  tell  the  honourable  gentleman  that  a  mea- 
sure which  reduces  the  representation  of  the 
country  by  25  per  cent.,  —  a  measure  which- 
will  alter  the  existing  representation  as  re- 
gards town  and  country  and  rural  districts, 
—  a  measure  which  may  give  a  large  power 
either  to  the  town  districts  or  to  the  country 
districts,  according  as  it  is  used,  —  a  mea- 
sure which  makes  a  most  important  change 
in  the  present  incidence  of  representation — 
is  not  a  Bill  which  should  be  forced  through 
the  House  without  full  and  ample  discussion,. 
and  without  much  consideration,  not  only  by 
the  House  but  also  by  the  country.  And  I 
take  leave  to  think  that  a  Bill  of  this  kind,  of 
the  meaning  of  which  we  now  know  much 
more  than  when  it  was  introduced,  should  not 
be  forced  through  in  the  manner  in  which  the 
honourable  gentleman  is  forcing  it  through. 
I  know  that  the  honourable  gentleman  will  tell 
me  that  I  have  changed  my  position,  and' 
accuse  me  of  fickleness.  So  long  as  the 
honourable  member  accused  has  no  right  of 
reply  it  is  easy  to  make  charges  of  that  kind. 
But  I  say  that  my  position  has  been  perfectly 
consistent.  When  the  Bill  was  brought  in  and 
read  a  first  time  I  was  aware  that  the  feeling  of 
the  country  was  in  favour  of  a  reduction  of 
members,  and,  though  I  thought  it  would  bo 
exceedingly  mischievous,  I  intended  to  support 
it.  But  when  I  come  to  know  of  the  larger 
objects  of  the  Bill, — that  it  is  intended  to  make 
a  change  from  the  democratic  system  of 
triennial  Parliaments,  of  single  electorates,  of 
elections  upon  one  day,  and  the  various  rami- 
fications of  the  measures  which  have  given  our 
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representation  euc})  an  extremely  democratic 
<!baracter  —  that  the  Bill  is,  in  fact,  merely  the 
thin  end  of  the  wedge,  to  be  driven  home  for 
the  purpose  of  effecting  a  complete  reformation 
in  all  these  matters, — and  when  I  come  to 
know  that  the  Government  would  neither  allow 
these  alterations  to  bo  considered  at  once,  as 
proposed  by  the  honourable  member,  so  that 
the  country  would  know  what  they  were  like, 
■nor  would  they  agree  to  the  amendment  of  the 
honourable  member  for  Dtmedin  West  so  as 
to  provide  that  the  Act  should  not  be  used  as  it 
is  feared  it  might  be  used  ; — when  I  come  to 
.a  knowledge  of  these  things,  then  I  see  that 
the  Bill  has  a  much  larger  scope,  has  a  much 
larger  meaning,  than  I  had  originally  supposed, 
and  I  feel  it  my  duty  to  urge  on  the  Govern- 
ment, notwithstanding  the  large  majority  that 
they  have,  not  to  press  on  the  measure  during 
the  present  session.  At  any  rate,  we  may  ask 
them  to  allow  us  further  time  for  its  con- 
sideration, and  therefore  I  move.  That  con- 
-sideration  of  the  amendment  be  postponed 
until  half-pnst  seven  o'clock  to-night. 

Major  ATKINSON. —I  am  sorry  to  say  I 
cannot  agree  with  the  proposals  of  the  honour- 
able gentleman.  I  can  see  no  good  whatever 
to  come  from  it.  If  it  were  really  a  question 
on  which  the  House  required  further  time  for 
considenition  it  would  bo  a  difierent  matter ; 
but  the  House  has  had  ample  time  to  consider 
it,  and  the  country  has  hod  ample  time  to  con- 
-sider  it,  and  the  Bill  is  now  passed  as  it  was 
•originally  introduced  by  the  Government,  with 
the  exception  that  there  is  an  increase  of  four 
members.  That  is  the  only  alteration  in  the 
Bill.  I  must  ask  the  House  to  proceed  with 
the  Bill  at  once,  and  to  dispose  of  it.  I  do  not 
propose  to  answer  any  more  speeches  with  re- 
gard to  it.  The  country  may  judge  between  us 
and  the  honourable  gentlemen  who  say  that 
they  have  a  constitutional  duty  to  perform. 
That,  I  think,  is  the  best  course.  Wo  have 
•endeavoured  to  give  reasons  why  the  Bill  ought 
to  be  placed  on  the  Statute  Book  ;  those  rea- 
sons are  in  print,  and  the  arguments  of  the 
Opposition  are  in  print ;  and  it  is  for  the  public 
to  judge  between  the  Government  and  the 
'Opposition  in  this  matter.  I  hope  the  House 
will  see  its  way  to  procrcd  with  the  Bill  and 
pass  it  through  its  final  stages  this  afternoon. 

Mr.  LEVESTAM.— I  understood  the  Premier 
to  say,  just  now,  that  reasons  had  been  given 
by  the  Government,  and  had  been  answered, 
and  that  those  reasons  were  in  print.  Now,  I 
have  not  seen  one  reason  in  print,  nor  have  I 
heard  any  reason  given  why  the  amendment 
of  the  honourable  member  for  Dunedin  West 
should  not  be  accepted  by  the  Government. 
We  are  told  that  the  country  has  had  ample 
time  to  consider  tlie  whole  of  the  Bill,  and  that 
the  country  has  expressed  on  opinion  regarding 
it.  I  have  seen  no  such  expression  of  opinion 
in  print ;  but  I  have  seen  it  stated  that  the  Go- 
vernment are  hurrying  through  this  measure, 
which  is  uncalled  for,  and  is  not  wanted.  The 
honourable  gentleman  himself  admitted  that 
4his  measure  could  not  possibly  take  effect  next 
session  or  during  the  recess.  If  this  is  so,  I  ask 
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him,  where  is  the  necessity  for  passing  it  now  ? 
The  honourable  gentleman  has  further  admitted 
that  it  will  be  absolutely  necessary  next  session 
that  some  amending  Bill  should  be  brought 
down  to  complete  the  Bill;  because  it  is  a 
notorious  fact  that  the  Bill  as  it  stands  is  un- 
workable and  useless,  and  that  it  will  not  fulfil 
the  object  for  which  it  is  intended.  This  being 
the  case,  I  foil  to  see  why  the  Government 
should  at  the  present  time  try  to  force  the 
measure  through,  unless  it  is  with  some  motive 
of  which  we  ore  not  aware.  I  myself  moved 
an  amendment  in  Committee  that  the  schedule 
should  be  attached  to  the  Bill ;  but  the  Premier 
would  not  consent  to  any  amendment.  But  I 
hold  that  our  experience  in  the  post  has  shown 
that  it  is  absolutely  necessary  that  we  should 
make  some  provision  to  have  the  representation 
of  the  colony  adjusted  by  other  persons  than 
the  Commissioners.  However  anxious  the  Com- 
missioners may  be  to  do  justice  to  all  parts  of 
the  colony,  it  will  be  readily  admitted  tbat 
they  cannot  have  the  knowledge  of  the  Tarious 
localities  that  is  possessed  by  members  of  this 
House.  If  I  remember  rightly,  when  the  Act 
was  passed  last  session  there  was  a  proviso  that 
objections  might  be  raised  to  the  boundaries  of 
the  districts  as  decided  upon  by  the  Commis- 
sioners ;  but  that  hod  to  be  set  on  one  side 
during  the  last  recess,  as  there  was  no  time  to 
do  it.  Then,  the  Commissioners  are  bound  by 
hard-and-fast  rules ;  no  matter  what  objections 
are  raised,  they  will  be  unable  to  go  outside  the 
four  comers  of  the  Act.  Now,  it  is  quite  noto- 
rious that  in  many  districts  large  tracts  of  coun- 
try have  been  disfranchised.  In  the  district 
which  I  come  from — the  Nelson  Province — the 
electoral  districts  have  been  so  amalgamated 
as  to  make  the  representation  practically  nil 
in  some  portions  of  it.  Large  districts  which 
were  purely  agricultural  and  large  districts 
purely  mining  districts  have  been  welded  to- 
gether, although  they  are  really  geographically 
divided.  I  may  say  that  this  has  been  the  case 
in  the  Woimea  and  Hotueka  Districts.  As  far 
OS  the  Province  of  Nelson  is  concerned,  I  am 
afraid  that  under  these  proposals,  as  it  has  only 
a  few  inhabitants,  the  various  elechval  dis- 
tricts would  probably  be  united  with  the  City 
of  Nelson,  and  they  would  only  be  able  to  send 
a  representative  to  represent  both  town  and 
country  districts.  I  have  always  held  that 
districts  that  are  sparsely  populated  should 
have  more  representation  than  the  more  densely 
populated  ones.  A  town  that  has  twenty, 
thirty,  or  forty  thousand  inhabitants  can  be 
more  easily  represented  by  one  man  than  can 
a  district  such  as  wo  have  heard  of,  where  a 
member  has  to  travel  four  hundred  miles  on 
horseback  to  visit  his  constituents,  be  repre- 
sented by  half  a  dozen.  I  trust  that  the 
House  will  pause  before  passing  a  Bill  of  this 
kind,  and  the  more  so  because  if  it  passes  the 
Bill  as  it  stands  the  boundaries  will  have  to 
be  adjusted  by  the  Commissioners.  We  have 
seen  in  the  past  that,  on  account  of  the  large 
representation  possessed  by  some  portions  of 
the  colony,  large  sums  of  money  have  been 
expended  in  particular  districts,  and  in  oon- 
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seqaence  of  this  expenditure  the  population 
there  has  iucreased ;  so  that  they  have 
gaiDed  no  end  of  power  as  regards  other  por- 
tions of  the  colony.  If  this  Bill  is  to  be- 
come law,  and  is  acted  upon  without  the 
districts  being  adjusted  by  the  House,  the  con- 
sequence will  be  that  the  towns  will  be  so 
largely  represented  that  the  country  districts 
will  be  practically  unrepresented.  If  we  take 
towns  such  as  Christchurch,  Dunedin,  and 
Auckland  we  find  that  they  have  eight  or  ten 
members  within  a  very  small  area;  and  the 
result  of  this  Act  will  be  that  they  will  retain 
their  number  by  freely  amalgamating  with 
themselves  districts  in  the  surrounding  coun- 
try. This  would  be  the  result ;  and  we  also 
know  that  the  representatives  of  towns  are  al- 
ways ready  to  unite  together  to  further  their 
own  interests.  One  has  only  to  go  through  the 
country  to  see  that  the  large  bulk  of  public 
money  has  been  spent  on  those  places  where 
the  town  members  have  a  greater  voice  than 
the  country  members.  I  trust  that  the  House 
will  pau.se  before  it  allows  this  Bill  to  become 
law,  more  particularly  after  what  took  place 
the  other  day  when  the  honourable  member 
for  Dunedin  West  moved  his  amendment.  He 
was  urged  to  move  it  by  a  number  of  members 
of  the  House  who  were  anxious  that  the  pro- 
viso should  be  added  to  the  Bill.  It  was  clearly 
demonstrated  that  no  harm  could  arise  from 
having  such  a  proviso,  and  it  was  also  shown 
that  the  absence  of  the  proviso  might  work  a 
great  deal  of  harm  to  the  colony.  As  I  have 
said,  the  honourable  member  was  urged  to 
move  this,,  and  he  did  move  it,  and  it  was 
carried.  What  took  place  next  ?  The  Premier 
told  the  House  then  that,  this  having  been 
passed,  he  must  consider  his  position,  and  that 
he  would  probably  have  to  resign.  On  the  fol- 
lowing day  he  called  his  supporters  together 
and  they  held  a  meeting,  and  then  he  caused 
them  to  agree  to  rescind  that  which  they  hod 
done  the  day  before.  But  so  firmly  were  they 
convinced  that  their  case  was  right  that  they 
stud,  "  Ko ;  we  cannot  vote  against  what  we 
have  done ;  but  what  we  will  do  is  this :  We 
will  walk  out  of  the  House;"  and  thus  they 
have  been  instrumental  in  inflicting  what  they 
themselves  consider  to  be  a  grievous  wrong  to 
the  colony.  For  what  reason  have  they  done 
this?  Simply  because  the  Government  said, 
"  We  will  have  this,"  and  flatly  refused  to 
give  any  retison  whatever  why.  It  is  all  very 
well  for  the  Premier  to  tell  us  that  reasons 
have  been  given,  and  that  they  are  printed.  I 
ask  him,  where  are  these  reasons  ?  They  are 
not  in  Hansard,  because  what  took  place  was 
in  Committee  ;  and  they  are  not  in  the  public 
prints,  for  the  public  prints  condemn  the  ac- 
tion of  the  Government  very  strongly  in  this 
matter,  and  have  been  urging  members  of  this 
House  not  to  submit  to  what  they  call  the 
indignity  that  has  been  placed  upon  them.  I 
have  taken  no  part  in  the  discussion  of  this 
Bill;  but,  notwithstanding  that  fact,  I  have 
been  tannted  in  the  House  by  the  Pre- 
mier with  obstructing  the  measure.  Why 
was  I  told  that  I  was  obstructing  the  mea- 


sure because  I  used  the  privilege  which  belongs 
to  every  man, — because  I  did  my  duty  and 
opposed  those  portions  of  the  Bill  which  I 
thought  were  injudicious  and  hurtful  to  the 
country,  especially  to  that  part  of  the  country 
from  which  I  come  ?  And  yet,  because  I  did 
that,  I  was  told  that  I  was  wasting  time.  I 
say,  in  reply,  that  I  have  not  been  wasting  time 
but  simply  doing  my  duty ;  and  I  say  that  the 
Government  have  been  deliberately  wasting  the 
time  of  the  House  in  bringing  fonvard  a  mea- 
sure which  they  admit  is  unnecessary.  Pot 
what  reason  do  they  bring  it  forward  ?  Simply, 
they  tell  us,  because  they  want  it  placed  on 
the  Statute  Book  that  the  number  of  members 
of  this  House  shall  be  reduced.  If  that  is  all 
they  want  to  do,  they  have  really  achieved  no- 
thing, because  whenever  a  new  Bill  comes  be- 
fore the  House  next  session  it  will  be  competent 
for  any  member  of  the  House  to  move  an  amend- 
ment that  the  number  be  reduced  or  that  it  bo 
mcreased.  If  the  Government  really  thought 
it  necessary  that  a  Representation  Bill  should 
be  passed  during  the  present  session,  then,  I  say, 
it  was  an  imperative  duty  on  their  part  to  pre- 
pare a  Bill  that  would  be  final,  and  would  bo 
such  as  to  give  satisfaction  to  the  whole  coun- 
try. If  that  had  been  done,  there  is  no  man  in 
the  House  who  would  have  shrunk  from  his  duty 
to  do  his  utmost  to  pass  it.  I  say  it  is  an  utter 
waste  of  time  to  pass  this  measure,  if  it  has  to 
come  up  again  and  be  chopped  about  next  ses- 
sion. I  say  the  Government  have  deliberately 
wasted  the  time  of  the  House ;  but,  more  than 
that,  they  are  asking  the  House  to  do  that 
which  is  wrong,  and  they  have  brought  pressure 
to  bear  upon  their  supporters  to  cause  them  to 
rescind  that  which  was  affirmed  by  a  large  ma- 
jority of  the  House.  That  is  a  wrong  act  on 
the  part  of  the  Government,  which,  I  think,  we 
should  not  in  any  way  countenance.  For  these 
and  various  other  reasons — for  I  have  no  desire 
to  prolong  the  debate — I  shall  vote  for  the 
amendment  of  the  honourable  member  for 
Christchurch  North. 

Mr.  WALKER.— I  trust  that  I  shall  not  be 
branded  by  the  Premier  as  one  of  those  who 
are  obstructing.  I  have  all  along  expressed 
the  most  confirmed  distaste  for  the  proposal 
embodied  in  the  Bill.  I  have,  whenever  the 
opportunity  has  been  afforded  me,  uttered  my 
protest  against  it :  and  I  venture  also  to  say  that 
I  have  never  abused  the  privilege  of  speech  in 
this  House  to  prolong  a  discussion  unneces- 
sarily. I  simply  wish  to  say  that  I  consider  it 
my  duty  to  place  on  record  why  I  do  not  ap- 
prove of  this  Bill,  and  why  I  regret  exceedingly 
that  the  Government  have  been  so  ill-advised 
as  to  bring  it  forward,  not  only  at  all,  but 
especially  at  this  time.  The  Premier,  in  his 
public  professions  to  the  country  and  to  this 
House,  nos  stated  that  it  is  necessary  that  cer- 
tain things  should  be  done.  In  the  first  place, 
he  said  that  we  ought  to  put  our  house  in  order 
— that  we  ought  to  look  after  the  finances  of 
the  colony.  The  few  remarks  which  have  pro- 
ceeded from  his  side  of  the  House  go  to  show 
that  that  honourable  gentleman  took  office  on 
the  professed  understanding  that  the  finances 
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of  the  colony  were  tx>  be  his  chief  cofe,  and 
that  no  time  should  bo  lost  by  him  and  by 
his  Ministry  before  the  country  should  see  that 
they  were  really  in  earnest  in  this  matter. 
Well,  Sir,  what  is  the  step  now  ?  What  is  ho 
'doing  now  in  bringing  clown  this  Bill? — Taking 
up  the  time  of  the  country  simply  with  legisla- 
tion which  he  and  his  side  declare  is  only  a 
fragment  of  what  is  necessary.  He  assured  us, 
«nd  we  were  assured  by  honourable  members 
•who  are  in  his  confidence, — or,  if  they  are  not 
in  his  confidence,  they  know  very  well  how  to 
put  the  matter  in  a  reasonable  way  before  him, 
— I  say  we  were  assured  by  those  honourable 
gentlemen  that  this  measure  will  have  to  be 
gone  over  again  next  year  and  put  in  a  different 
shape.  Why,  then,  this  indecent  haste,  as  I 
call  it,  that  the  time  of  the  country  should  be 
wasted  in  this  special  session  dealing  with  a 
matter  which  the  Premier  and  his  supporters 
admit  to  be  fragmentary,  and  admit  also  to  be 
unnecessary  at  this  special  time?  I  cannot 
conceive  it,  except  that  lie  has  found  the  ques- 
tion of  representation  a  very  convenient  stalk- 
ing-horse for  the  last  two  years.  He  made  as 
good  a  use  of  it  as  he  could  in  1886,  and  again 
in  the  last  session  of  the  last  Parliament,  of 
course  using  different  tactics ;  and  he  again 
brings  it  forward  to  distract  and  disturb  the 
public  attention  from  topics  that  he  knows  are 
most  necessary  and  vital  to  the  true  interests 
of  the  colony.  It  is  all  very  well  for  him  to 
talk  about  obstruction,  but  I  challenge  him  to 
say  that  one  unnecessary  word  has  proceeded 
from  this  side  of  the  House  on  this  matter. 
—(Oh!)— Where  do  the  "  Ohs  "  come  from, 
Sir?  From  honourable  members  to  whom  I 
give  credit  for  conscientious  opinions.  They 
conscientiously  believe  that  the  number  of 
members  should  be  reduced ;  but  I  have  just  as 
much  conscientious  scruple  in  the  matter  as 
they  have,  and  why  should  I  not  use  the  oppor- 
tunity of  placing  en  record  my  belief  that  the 
step  is  a  retrograde  and  bad  one?  What  is 
there  nnrca.sonable  in  doing  that  on  the  part  of 
myself  or  any  other  honoui-able  member  who 
believes  as  strongly  as  I  do  that  this  is  a  mis- 
take? 

Major  ATKINSON.— You  spoke  three  times 
last  night. 

Mr.  WALKER.  — The  honourable  member 
says  I  spoke  three  times  last  night.  Was  it  not 
on  .three  different  questions  ? 

Major  ATKINSON. — Just  three  speeches  on 
the  same  subject. 

Mr.  WALKER.— There  is  no  pleasing  the 
honourable  gentleman.  If  I  sat  quiet  he 
would  be  just  as  likely  to  find  faultwith  me  for 
not  treating  his  measures  with  proper  respect. 
If  this  Bill  is  as  important  as  he  says  it  is,  it 
demands  proper  discassion  from  the  House,  and 
it  bos  not  received  anything  more  than  the 
proper  discussion  it  requires  from  this  House 
in  order  that  the  country  may  really  understand 
what  it  is  doing  at  the  present  time.  Besides 
being  unnecessary,  I  also  say  this  is  simply 
fragmentary  legislation,  dealing  only  with  one 
piece  of  a  very  large  subject ;  for  I  maintain 
that  you  cannot  touch  one  bit  of  oui  cousti- 
itr.  y^alker 


tutional  structure  without  endangering  and  im- 
perilling the  proportions  of  the  whole.  The 
Premier,  in  his  Financial  Statement,  sketched 
out  certain  reforms  in  our  legislative  system, 
and  he  began  with  certain  reforms  as  regards 
the  Legislative  Council.  Those  reforms  have 
never  yet  come  before  us,  and  I  maintain  that 
it  is  most  important  that  we  should  have  the 
whole  before  us,  and  not  touch  it  in  frag- 
ments. In  the  first  place,  if  I  understood 
bis  proposals  aright,  ho  proposed  to  make  the 
number  of  members  of  the  Council  a  fixed 
number,  and  that  the  tenure  of  office  in  that 

body  was  to  be However,  I  am  not  going 

to  discuss  that  question  now,  and  I  admit  that 
there  is  much  to  be  said  on  both  sides  of  the 
question.  But  it  must  be  admitted  that  the 
proposal,' so  far  as  we  can  judge,  was  a  step  in 
the  direction  of  conservatism,  giving  that  body 
a  much  firmer  position  than  they  have  had 
hitherto.  It  was  depriving  this  House  of  the 
balance  of  authority  which  it  previously  held  in 
the  Legislature  of  this  country.  And  therefore, 
if  that  step  was  to  be  taken  which  he  proposed 
in  his  Financial  Statement,  I  say  we  should 
also  have  had  it  before  us.  We  should  also 
do  nothing  to  endanger  the  franchise,  and  the 
privileges  of  the  people  as  represented  in  this 
House ; — because.  Sir,  I  maintain  that  this 
proposal  as  embodied  in  the  present  Bill  also 
goes  in  the  same  direction,  which  is  to  divest 
the  people  of  the  privileges  they  have  enjoyed 
for  some  years,  which,  I  maintain,  they  value, 
and  which  they  require.  And  therefore  I 
consider  this  as  a  step  which  is  reactionary, 
and  one  that  will  probably  be  disastrous  in  its 
consequences.  Then,  Sir,  I  presume,  if  there  is 
any  excuse  for  this  Bill  at  the  present  time, 
it  is  because  it  bears  on  its  face  an  expreiteion 
of  economy ;  and  those  who  support  it  say  that 
they  believe  that  this  measure  will  be  of  con- 
siderable importance  in  that  direction.  Well, 
I  venture  to  think  that,  of  all  the  devices  for 
securing  economy  we  have  heard  preached 
in  this  House,  this  is  the  most  illusory.  The 
honourable  gentleman,  I  presume,  imagines 
that  by  a  rule-of-three  sum  ho  can  reduce 
the  parliamentary  expenditure  by  reducing  the 
number  of  members.  I  suppose  he  argues  that, 
if  ninety-five  members  consume  a  certain  num- 
ber of  hours  in  talking  and  doing  public  busi- 
ness, if  he  reduces  that  number  by  twenty 
it  will  reduce  the  time  occupied  in  talking, 
and  the  amount  of  parliamentary  expenditure 
will  be  reduced  in  exactly  the  same  proportion. 
But  is  anything  more  illusory,  more  absolutely 
belied  by  the  experience  of  the  past  7  Abso- 
lutely, if  we  look  up  the  records,  and  compute  the 
length  of  the  sessions  previous  to  the  increase 
to  the  present  number,  wo  shall  find  that  the 
sessions  averaged  longer  in  those  days  than 
now,  that  then  the  speeches  were  longer,  that 
the  discussions  were  increased  accordingly, 
more  than  now ;  and  since  the  change,  the 
figures  show  that  our  sessions  have  been  shorter, 
the  discussions  more  reasonable,  and  the  con- 
clusions come  to  in  a  much  more  businesslike 
and  quicker  manner.  I  defy  any  honourable 
member  to  dispute  these  facte.    I  have  worked 
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them  out.  I  find  that  for  the  four  years  before 
1881  the  sessions  averaged  117  days,  and  since 
1881  up  to  the  end  of  last  year  they  only  ave- 
raged 102  days.  I  also  state  this  :  that  the  last 
Parliament  and,  I  believe,  this  Parliament 
have  shown  a  most  reasonable  exercise  of  its 
powers  of  speaking.  During  the  last  Parlia- 
ment there  was  very  little  speaking  done,  com- 
paratively ;  whereas,  on  the  other  hand,  in  a 
smaller  Parliament  it  is  just  as  possible  for  the 
talkative  members  to  exercise  their  power  of 
obstruction  and  impeding  business  by  unneces- 
sary talk.  Experience  shows  that  was  the  case 
in  the  past,  aind  I  have  no  doubt  experience 
will  show  so  in  the  future.  The  reason  is  very 
easy  to  see.  If  wo  could  ballot  out  twenty — 
those  whom  some  of  us  might  think  bores 
and  nuisances — I  admit  we  might  get  a  very 
perfect  Parliament  as  far  as  silence  is  con- 
cerned ;  but  the  honourable  members  who  do 
talk  long  and  delay  business,  in  the  eyes  of 
some  honourable  members,  are  the  very  men 
who  arc  elected,  and  who  will  be  elected, 
simply  because  they  have  the  power  of  talking, 
and  can  convince  the  electors  of  what  they 
believe  to  be  for  the  good  of  the  country  when 
thej  canvass  for  seats  in  this  House.  The 
class  of  men  who  take  up  time  are  just  the 
very  members  who  always  will  be,  and  must 
be,  returned  to  a  popular  House  of  Assembly 
such  as  this.  And  the  smaller  the  House  the 
more  c&ect,  the  more  weight,  the  more  im- 
portance these  talkative  members  must  have, 
simply  because  they  are  in  a  greater  proportion 
in  a  smaller  House  than  in  a  larger  one.  I  feel 
Tery  sorry  indeed  that  the  Premier  has  thought 
fit  to  raise  this  difficulty  at  the  present  time. 
Especially  am  I  sorry  that  he  has  been  un- 
fortunately advised  to  moke  a  reasonable 
amendment  by  the  honourable  member  for 
Dunnlin  West  a  Ministerial  question ;  but  I 
am  ncill  more  sorry  that  those  honourable 
gentl'  men  who  voted  conscientiously  for  that 
amendment  were  frightened  by  this  bogey  of 
another  Ministry  coming  into  office  whom  they 
possibly  might  not  be  able  to  support.  Do 
those  honourable  gentlemen  not  know  that  if 
they  choose  to  stick  together  on  that  side  of  the 
House  they  have  a  working  majority ;  and,  if 
the  Premier  had  been  weak  enough  to  resign  be- 
cause of  their  conscientious  and  patriotic  action 
the  other  night,  are  frhey  not  aware  that  the 
some  majority  must  have  the  power  of  saying 
who  the  Ministers  shall  be,  and  who  should  be 
Premier?  And  even  if  the  honourable  member 
for  Egmont  had  chosen  to  say,  "  I  will  resign ; 
I  will  not  carry  on  unless  you  allow  me  to  do 
everything  I  choose,"  are  they  not  aware  that 
there  still  are  members  in  this  House  as  per- 
fectly able  to  lead  as  the  honourable  member 
for  Egmont,  and  possibly  to  lead  with  much 
greater  discretion  than  he  has  shown  during 
the  present  session  ?  I  would  only  contrast  the 
action  of  the  present  Premier  with  that  of  the 
late  Premier  in  respect  to  this  very  measure. 
The  late  Premier's  supporters  were  as  much 
opposed  to  the  Bill  which  he  brought  down  as 
many  of  the  supporters  of  the  present  Premier 
are  to  the  Bill  which  be  bos  introduced.    Did 


they  truckle  to  him  and  do  whatever  he  told 
them  to  do  ?  I  say  No.  And  did  he  ask  them 
to  do  so  ?  Like  a  sensible  man  and  a  reason- 
able man,  he  said,  "  I  won't  ask  you  to  do 
anything  of  the  sort ;  "  and  the  consequence 
was  that  the  Bill  was  passed  in  a  form  which,  I 
believe,  was  acceptable  to  the  country,  and  was 
considered  as  reasonable  by  the  House ;  and  I 
am  very  sorry  indeed  to  see  the  present  Govern- 
ment bringing  forward  a  measure  wliich  goes 
far  to  alter  the  representation  of  this  country 
in  the  wrong  direction.  I  should  bo  sorry  if  in 
the  opinion  of  any  honourable  member  I  have 
taken  up  the  time  of  the  House  unnecessarily  ; 
but,  when  I  consider  that  a  wrong  thing  is  being 
done,  I  must  raise  my  voice  against  bad  legisla- 
tion, and  I  will  do  so  in  spite  of  the  Premier  or 
anybody  else. 

Mr.  W.  D.  STEWART.  — As  I  have  been 
mixed  up  in  some  way  or  another  with  this 
question,  I  wish  to  say  something  in  reference 
to  it.  I  think  the  last  speaker  has  stated  what 
is  perfectly  true — that  the  mistake  made  was 
in  the  Government  taking  this  up  a.s  a  no-con- 
iidcnco  question.  I  had  no  wish  or  intention 
that  there  should  bo  anything  of  the  kind.  On 
the  contrary,  I  was  urged  by  some  Government 
supporters  to  propose  that  amendment.  They 
saw  the  difficulty  which  they  were  in,  and 
could  not  solve  it,  and  I  suggested  this  as  a 
way  out  of  the  difficulty.  I  realised  the  conse- 
quences of  the  amendment  of  the  honourable 
member  for  Te  .iVro,  and  that  that  would  lead 
to  undesirable  results.  With  that  object  I 
hurriedly  prepared  this  amendment,  intending 
it  as  an  ordinary  Committee  amendment,  and 
not  desiring  that  it  should  be  treated  in  any  way 
as  a  no-confidence  question.  I  believe  I  am 
right  in  saying  that  those  supporters  of  the 
Government  who  voted  with  mo  did  not  look 
upon  it  as  in  any  sense  a  question  involving 
want  of  confidence  ;  and  I  think  there  can  be 
no  question  whatever  that  the  object  of  the  Pre- 
mier in  making  it  a  question  of  "  no  confidence  " 
was  simply  to  endeavour  to  consolidate  some  of 
those  supporters  whose  constant  support  the 
honourable  gentleman  does  not  seem  as  certain 
of  as  he  desires  to  be.  I  have  just  received  a 
telegram  from  some  leading  citizens  of  Dun- 
edin,  which  I  shall  read  for  the  information  of 
the  House,  as  showing  the  opinion  taken  by 
them  on  this  very  large  question;  because, 
although  I  have  supported  the  reduction  of  the 
number  of  members  lo  a  reasonable  limit,  I  do 
feel  that  this  Bill  is  placing  in  the  hands  of  the 
Ministry  a  power  which  thoy  may  e-Kercise  in  an 
unconstitutional  way,  and  this  telegram  very 
fitly  and  properly  states  the  exact  bearing  of 
the  question.  They  say,  "  All  independent, 
thinking  men  cordially  approve  your  amend- 
ment Representation  Bill.  Most  unconstitu- 
tional leaving  power  in  hands  any  Premier 
reduce  members  when  he  pleases  by  dissolu- 
tion." This  is  a  telegram  which  I  have  just 
received,  which  conveys  in  a  few  words  the  real 
hearing,  object,  and  possible  results  of  this 
Bill.  I  observe  that  the  Colonial  Secretary, 
who,  apparently,  is  not  able  to  understand  its 
bearing,    is   indulging   in   those   meaningless 
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ejaculations  in  which  he  occasionally  indnlgea 
in  this  House.  Now,  I  do  emphatically  protest 
against  the  exercise  by  the  Ministry  of  this  un- 
fair control  which  they  have  endeavoured  to 
exercise  over  some  members  who  usually  sup- 
port them ;  and  I  think  the  Bill,  if  passed,  will 
be — or  is  liable,  at  all  events,  to  be — very  un- 
fairly used.  As  is  suggested  in  the  telegram  I 
have  read,  the  moment  the  Premier  finds  that 
he  cannot  control  the  business  of  the  House  he 
can  say,  "  I  shall  reduce  the  number  of  mem- 
bers to  seventy-four,  by  advising  the  Governor 
to  dissolve  Parliament."  That  is  not  a  proper 
powerto  put  into  the  hands  of  any  Minister.  I 
was  much  struck  by  the  remark  of  the  honour- 
able member  for  Ashburton,  that  the  unduly 
large  number  of  members  in  the  Council  has 
been  looked  on  by  some  more  as  a  grievance 
than  the  number  of  members  of  this  House ; 
and  I  think  it  would  have  been  very  much 
better  if  the  Government  hod  also  directed 
their  attention  to  tliat  so-called  grievance  at 
once,  as  well  as  taking  up  the  time  of  the 
House  in  the  way  they  have  taken  it  up 
at  this  stage  of  the  session.  If  this  BiU 
had  been  introduced  at  an  earlier  stage  of 
the  session,  when  we  could  have  debated  it 
instead  of  the  large  number  of  useless  questions 
that  were  then  brought  before  the  House,  it 
would  not  be  open  to  objection  so  much  as 
it  is  now;  but,  seeing  that,  in  all  probability, 
there  will  be  two  or  three  other  sessions  before 
this  Parliament  ends,  I  think  the  Bill  ought  to 
have  been  introduced  at  such  a  time  that  it 
could  have  been  discussed  fairly  and  openly. 
Wo  have  now  been  hero  eight  weeks,  and  we 
have  done  literally  nothing,  owing  to  the  way  in 
which  business  has  been  managed  in  the  House, 
and  the  way  in  which  adjournments  and  inter- 
ruptions have  taken  place  so  frequently — we  are 
practically  just  where  we  were  a  week  or  two 
after  we  started.  I  do  most  emphatically  pro- 
test against  this  waste  of  time,  when,  though 
there  are  a  large  number  of  important  financial 
questions  to  be  brought  under  our  consideration, 
all  these  irrelevant  questions  are  brought  out, 
and  the  financial  questions  kept  from  us.  We 
were  returned  here  primarily  to  put  the  finances 
of  the  country  into  a  satisfactory  condition,  and 
we  have  carefully  evaded  that  question.  Some 
consideration  has  been  given  to  one  or  two 
fragments  of  it,  but  the  scheme  as  a  whole 
has  not  been  brought  before  the  House  in  that 
comprehensive  and  satisfactory  manner  we  are 
entitled  to  receive  it  in.  I  really  hope  that  the 
Ministry  will  even  now  direct  their  attention 
and  ours  to  the  business  of  the  country,  and 
not  fritter  away  our  valuable  time  in  the  way 
that  they  have  been  doing  for  some  weeks  past. 
Mr.  SEDDON.- — If  any  proof  were  wanted 
that  the  Government  had  wilfully  wasted  the 
time  of  the  House  it  has  been  afforded  this 
afternoon.  The  leader  of  the  Opposition  asked 
the  Premier  to  postpone  the  consideration 
of  the  amendments  in  this  Bill  until  this 
evening,  and  if  the  Premier  had  accepted  that 
suggestion  we  could  have  had  an  hour  and  a 
half's  solid  work  on  the  Bailways  Bill,  which  is 
the  next  order  of  the  day.  But  the  honourable 
Mr.  ^y.  D.  Stewart 


gentleman  seems  to  say,  "You  must  either 
take  the  Bill  as  I  wish  it,  whether  you  like  it  or 
not,  or  you  shall  have  no  otlier  work  to  go 
on  with."  Had  this  Bill  come  on  later  in  the 
evening  probably  one  debate  would  have  done 
for  the  agreeing  to  the  amendments  and  the 
third  reading ;  but  now  we  have  a  discussion  on 
the  amendments,  and  then  there  is  to  be  an 
interruption  for  Supply,  and  then  we  have  to  go 
back  to  another  discussion  on  the  Bill.  I  tliink, 
in  the  inte^rests  of  the  colony  and  of  Ministers 
themselves,  it  would  have  been  well  if  they  had 
taken  up  another  attitude,  and  if  the  Premier 
had  endeavoured,  in  this  debate,  to  show  the 
House  and  the  colony  why  he  has  deliberately 
abandoned  the  principles  of  this  Bill  sinoe  it  was 
brought  down  to  the  Houso.  He  has  changed 
front  entirely  as  regards  the  Maori  representa- 
tion. The  proposed  by  him  was  that  there 
sbould  be  three  Maori  members ;  but,  for  rea- 
sons best  known-  to  himself,  an  arrangement 
has  been  come  to  with  the  Maori  members,  the 
effect  of  which  we  saw  at  the  caucus  held 
yesterday — the  whole  of  the  Native  members 
attended  that  cauctis  and  gave  in  their  allegi- 
ance to  the  Government.  Then,  in  every  divi- 
sion taken  lost  night,  the  whole  of  the  Maori 
members  votod  with  the  Government,  and  that 
too  is  very  significant,  and  it  proves  very  con- 
clusively that,  seeing  there  was  opposition  from 
the  Native  members  to  this  measure  as  intro- 
duced, in  which  they  were  supported  by  those  of 
the  Opposition  who  opposed  the  Bill,  the  Na- 
tives have  secured  for  themselves  that  which 
we  are  fighting  for.  It  does  not  say  much  foe 
those  honourable  members;  and  perhaps  in 
the  future  they  will  have  cause  to  regret  the 
action  they  have  taken,  because,  before  we  have 
done  with  the  Bills  relating  to  the  Natives  and 
Native  lands,  the  Native  members  will  be  in 
trouble  of  their  own,  and  will  need  the  assist- 
ance of  their  friends.  They  have  now  thrown 
themselves  into  the  hands  of  the  Government ; 
and,  for  my  part,  I  believe  that  a  great  many 
on  this  side  of  the  House  will  leave  them  in  the 
hands  of  the  Government,  and  I  hope  their  lot 
may  be  a  happy  one.  But  for  the  actual  evi- 
dence we  have  of  it,  I  could  scarcely  have  be- 
lieved that  the  Native  members  would  act  in  the 
detrimental  and  objectionable  way  they  have 
acted  towards  those  who  have  been  and  were 
willing  to  assist  them  in  getting  their  grievance 
remedied.  Sir,  that  concession  to  the  Natives 
alters  the  whole  principle  of  the  Bill,  because, 
the  Premier  having  consented  to  increase  the 
Maori  representation,  he  must  necessarily  in- 
crease the  European  representation  somewhat 
proportionately.  That  is  why  the  Government 
agreed  to  increase  the  number  from  seventy  to 
seventy-four.  They  could  not  give  the  Na- 
tives increased  representation  and  in  the  same 
breath  refuse  to  give  increased  representation 
to  the  European  population  of  the  colony.  By 
this  alteration  the  Government  have  caused  an 
increased  direct  expenditure  of  £1,000  a  year 
to  the  colony  for  the  expenses  of  additional 
members.  Is  that  their  retrenchment  ?  Is  that 
the  cardinal  point  in  their  policy?  Directly 
there  was  a  little  objection  shown  to  their  meft- 
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Buie  they  gave  way  and  consented  to  that  in- 
crease of  erpenditare.  Bat,  leaving  aside  the 
increased  direct  expenditure,  let  us  take  the 
Premier  and  the  Government  on  tlioir  own  ar- 
gnment.  They  have  told  us  that  the  larger  the 
number  of  members  the  greater  the  demand  on 
the  public  purse  of  the  colony  for  the  construc- 
tion of  roads  and  other  works.  Well,  if  that 
statement  is  true,  the  Ministry  have  arranged 
for  increasing  the  public  works  expenditure  by 
one-fifth,  by  the  altei'.ition  they  have  made 
in  the  Bill.  I  shouKl  have  thought  that  we 
should  have  from  the  Government  some  ex- 
planation of  why  they  thought  fit  to  depart 
from  the  principle  of  the  Bill  in  this  respect, 
and  so  to  do  what  will  cause  a  very  heavy  direct 
cost  yearly  to  the  colony,  besides  increasing 
the  indirect  cost  by  one-fifth,  according  to  their 
ovm  assertions.  Then,  I  say,  again,  there  has 
been  no  explanation  why  the  Government 
should  still  wish  to  have  the  power  that  is  con- 
tained in  section  2  of  the  Bill — to  hold  in  their 
hands  an  unconstitutional  power.  To  demand, 
as  they  do,  that  the  House  shall  give  them  the 
power  to  reduce  the  number  of  members  by 
twenty-five  whenever  they  choose  is,  to  my 
mind,  about  the  most  pernicious  and  iniqui- 
tous proposal  I  have  ever  known  to  bo  brought 
forward.  I  do  regret  that  a  more  united  and 
a  more  determined  resistance  has  not  been 
made  to  this  demand — a  demand  for  a  power 
to  deprive  the  people  of  their  liberties,  and  a 
power  to  "  gag "  members  of  this  House.  I 
say,  Sir,  that  such  a  demand,  such  a  power, 
is  most  dangerous  and  uureasonable.  It  is  a 
power  which  no  other  Ministry  has  ever  sought, 
and  it  is  a  power  which  we  should  not  give  to 
any  Government.  To  say  that  that  power  will 
not  be  used  is  to  say  what  is  contrary  to  his- 
tory and  to  experience.  I  have  never  yet  known 
a  power  to  be  possessed  by  any  Government  but 
that,  when  their  existence  was  at  stake,  they 
would  always  use  it  to  the  fullest  extent. 
Then,  I  ask,  why  should  we  wilfully  and  know- 
ingly— for  it  has  been  fully  exposed — agree  to 
nve  this  power  to  the  present  Government? 
The  fact  of  their  insisting  on  this  measure  pass- 
ing as  it  stands,  and  not  allowing  the  limit  of 
a  single  day  in  the  coming  into  operation  of  the 
Bill,  negativing  an  amendment  that  it  should 
be  after  six  months,  negativing  the  proposal 
that  it  should  not  come  into  operation  tmtil 
this  Parliament  expires  by  effluxion  of  time ; 
and  then,  when  an  amendment  was  carried 
that  it  should  not  come  into  operation  until 
the  9th  October,  1889,  the  fact  of  their  exer- 
cising the  power  given  to  them  as  a  party,  and 
saying  that  they  will  resign  if  that  amendment 
is  not  struck  out  of  the  Bill — all  this  shows 
that  they  are  determined  to  have  this  power. 
I  pat  it  very  clearly  to  the  House  whether 
it  would  not  have  been  far  better  for  that 
party  to  have  reconstructed  the  Government, 
— because  any  Government  in  this  Parliament 
must  come  from  that  side  of  the  House.  It 
would  be  very  inconvenient  for  this  side  of  the 
HouM  to  attempt  now  to  form  a  (}overnment, 
and  there  is  no  desire  to  do  so  at  the  present 
time.    Therefore  it  was  not  a  sufficient  reason 
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for  those  who  went  back  on  the  vote  they  had 
given  to  say  that  they  did  so  through  fear  of  a, 
Government  being  formed  from  this  side  of  the 
House.  There  was  no  such  fear,  and  it  was 
pure  intimidation  and  bounce  on  the  part  of 
the  Premier  to  say  that  he  would  resign.  He 
will  swallow  far  more  noxious  doses  before 
ho  vacates  those  benches.  It  will  be  as  it 
has  always  been  with  him  and  with  those 
who  have  acted  with  him,  that  force  alone 
will  compel  them'  to  vacate  those  benches.  I 
do  not  believe  that  they  would  vacate  their 
seat  even  on  a  direct  vote  of  the  House  being 
carried  against  them  ;  but  they  will  follow  the 
course  which  was  taken  in  the  first  session 
of  1884,  when,  although  defeated  by  a  majority 
of  fourteen  against  him,  the  Premier  claimed  a 
dissolution.  If  he  does  that  under  this  mea- 
sure the  result  will  be  that  the  elections  will 
be  manipulated,  there  will  be  twenty -five 
members  less,  and  ho  will  expect  to  come 
back  with  a  majority  to  support  him.  If  it 
were  a  Government  such  as  we  used  to  have 
in  the  earlier  history  of  New  Zealand,  then 
this  indecent  holding  on  to  ofiice  would  not 
be  in  the  same  position  as  it  is  at  the  pre- 
sent day.  The  assertion  by  the  Premier  the 
other  night  that  ho  would  resign  stated  a  deci- 
sion hastily  arrived  at,  and,  I  believe,  regretted 
five  minutes  after  it  was  expressed,  and  uien  an 
excuse  was  sought  to  withdraw  him  from  the 
position  into  which  he  had  got.  They  held  a 
caucus,  and  we  find  many  of  his  own  sup- 
porters telling  him  that  the  Government  hod 
acted  wrongly,  and  had  strained  the  relation- 
ship between  themselves  and  their  supporters, 
who  would  on  the  next  opportunity  vote  against 
them.  I  should  like  to  know  why,  under  these 
circumstances,  we  should  give  the  unconstitu- 
tional power  conferred  by  clause  2  of  this 
Bill.  And,  outside  that,  I  should  like  to  know 
whether  there  is  not  another  large  power  given 
to  the  Government.  Under  clause  3  power  is 
given  to  them  to  direct  the  Commissioners 
when  they  are  to  fix  the  boundaries.  This  is 
the  first  turn  of  the  screw.  There  are  some 
honourable  members  who  are  not  blindly  fol- 
lowing the  Government,  and  who  wish  to  keep 
their  freedom  of  action  and  vote  conscien- 
tiously; but,  as  soon  as  they  do  that,  on  the 
first  or  second  vote  that  is  given  against  the 
Government  the  Government  will  direct  the 
Commissioners  to  fix  the  boundaries.  When 
honburable  members  find  the  boundaries  of 
their  districts  being  fixed,  they  will  come  to. 
the  conclusion  that  the  Government  are  about 
to  ask  for  a  dissolution,  and  then  they  will  im- 
mediately afterwards  be  found  following  the 
Government  like  lambs,  and  eating  the  leek  as 
they  did  yesterday.  That  is  too  great  power  to- 
give  to  the  Government,  and  will  be  enough  tO' 
force  the  weak-kneed  gentlemen  who  dare  to- 
differ  from  them  to  recant  and  support  them. 
Such  a  power  ought  not  to  be  held  tn  terrorem 
over  honourable  members,  and  I  could  not  per- 
mit this  Bill  to  pass  in  its  present  form  without 
entering  my  protest  against  it.  Then,  with  re- 
gard to  the  effect  of  this  Bill  on  the  people 
generally,  there  can  be  no  doubt  that,  if  it  re- 


Digitized  by 


Google 


482 


Representation  Bill, 


[HOUSE.]       Representation  BUI.      [Dec.  8 


mains  without  any  alteration  in  the  quota,  it 
means  that  very  lai-ge  power  will  be  given  to 
the  towns  over  the  country. 

Mr.  PISH.— No,  no. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— I  think  I  shall  be  able  to 

?rove  to  the  honourable  gentleman  that  it  is  so. 
say  that,  with  the  difference  in  quota  lixed  at 
18  per  cent.,  this  Bill  will  give  a  preponderance 
of  power  to  the  towns.  We  have  an  indication 
from  the  Government  side  of  the  House  that 
they  intend  to  alter  the  quota,  and  that  the 
country  members  will  combine  to  increase  it 
from  18  per  cent,  to  25  per  cent.,  or,  it  may  be, 
83  per  cent,  or  50  per  cent,  in  favour  of  the 
country.  In  that  case  the  towns  will  suffer, 
and  the  great  question  of  Free-trade  versus  Pro- 
tection will  remain  in  abeyance  as  far  as  the 
black  slieep  among  the  Government  supporters 
are  concerned.  The  Government  are  afraid  to 
touch  it.  They  have  refused  to  do  justice  to 
the  towns  by  dealing  with  the  tariS  this  session. 
If  this  measure  is  passed,  and  the  Government 
can  hold  a  threat  of  dissolution  over  our  heads, 
we  shall  not  have  that  fair  consideration  of 
local  industries  which  the  position  of  the 
colony  at  the  present  time  demands.  We  know 
from  past  experience  that  the  country  mem- 
bers predominate  in  this  House.  We  know  that 
in  the  ranks  of  the  Government  supporters 
country  districts  predominate,  and  therefore  it 
is  that  the  Government  want  to  force  this  Bill 
through  and  get  the  large  powers  conferred  by 
it.  In  the  interest  of  trade  and  of  the  artisans 
of  New  Zealand  it  is  not  desirable  that  we 
should  give  too  large  powers  to  the  country 
districts,  more  especially  when  the  people  of 
those  districts  do  not  understand  what  is  for 
their  benefit.  If  the  towns  are  prosperous,  then, 
instead  of  having  unemployed  working  for  48. 6d. 
a  day,  those  men  would  be  earning  their  10s.  or 
12s.  a  day,  and  would  not  be  compelled  to  ask 
for  pay  from  the  State,  and  be  dragged  down  to 
the  condition  of  pauperism,  with  their  wives 
and  children  absolutely  in  want.  If  due  con- 
sideration were  given  to  the  encouragement  of 
local  industries  these  families  would  all  be  pro- 
sperous, and  the  artisans  of  this  colony,  than 
whom,  I  say,  there  are  none  more  intelligent  in 
the  Australasian  Colonies,  would  be  maJcing  a 
good  livelihood.  Instead  of  that,  we  have  men  of 
this  class  in  the  towns  dragged  down  to  a  state  of 
pauperism ;  and,  instead  of  having  a  market  for 
our  produce  amongst  ourselves,  we  are  obliged 
to  send  it  away.  That  we  should  still  further 
increase  this  pauperism  and  add  to  the  ranks 
of  the  unemployed  is  about  the  most  disastrous 
thing  that  ever  could  happen  to  New  Zealand. 
If  we  give  the  power  to  the  country  members 
which  is  provided  under  this  Bill  it  means  dis- 
tress and  ruin  to  our  artisans,  to  our  towns,  to 
the  country  districts,  and  to  New  Zealand  as 
a  whole.  And,  Sir,  in  this  way  wages  must 
come  down ;  and  it  is  my  opinion  that  it  is  the 
chief  aim  of  the  present  Government  to  bring 
wages  down.  They  aro  doing  their  best  in 
every  direction  to  bring  wages  down,  causing 
depression,  and  stopping  public  works.  I  be- 
lieve that  when  the  Public  Works  Statement 
i»  brought  down  it  will  be  seen  that  the  Go- 
lir.  Seddon 


vemment,  making  an  excuse  of  the  present 
state  of  the  London  money-market,  are  not 
going  to  borrow  any  money.  Public  works  aro 
to  be  stopped,  and  there  is  to  be  no  revision  of 
the  tariff.  There  are  to  be  more  unemployed, 
more  destitution,  and  then,  in  sheer  desperation, 
men  will  be  compelled  to  seek  for  work  at  less 
pay.  than  is  sufficient  to  find  them  in  the  neces- 
saries of  life.  And  we  know  that,  as  a  result  of 
that,  the  wealthy  will  become  more  wealthy 
and  the  poor  poorer,  and  we  shall  have  the  poor- 
houses  and  the  workhouses — wo  shall  have  the 
same  state  of  affairs  existing  in  New  Zealand 
as  exists  in  the  Old  World — the  palace  and  the 
workhouse  —  that  blot  upon  our  civilisation. 
But  now  is  the  time,  and  those  who  wish  to  do 
what  is  just  to  the  great  bulk  of  the  population 
will  rise  to  the  occasion.  Let  them  be  beyond 
party,  let  them  not  be  swayed  in  the  manner 
in  which  it  is  attempted  to  sway  them,  let  them 
be  true  patriots,  and  let  them  do  what  is 
right  and  just  to  their  fellow-men.  If  they  do 
not,  retribution  will  follow.  We  shall  have  to 
call  upon  the  artisans  in  the  different  centres 
to  assert  their  rights  much  more  forcibly  than 
they  are  doing  at  the  present  time.  We  shall 
have  to  estabTish  unions  to  fight  this  terrible 
power  that  is  draining  the  lifeblood  out  of  the 
people  of  the  colony.  The  Government,  unfor- 
tunately for  themselves,  are  being  made  use  of, 
not  to  use  a  stronger  term.  They  are  neither 
more  nor  less  than  the  representatives  of 
wealth.  They  occupy  that  position  knowingly 
and  wilfully,  and  to  their  great  discredit,  or 
else  they  would  not  do  what  they  are  doing 
in  the  way  of  a  reduction  of  salaries.  What 
does  it  mean  ?  It  means  that  the  power  I  refer 
to  will  be  behind  the  scenes.  Where  are  the 
best  men  of  that  party  now  ?  Are  they  on  the 
Government  benches?  No ;  there  are  excep- 
tions. The  Minister  for  Public  Works  is  an 
exception.  If  they  were  all  like  him  my  re- 
marks would  not  be  so  severe.  The  best  men 
in  the  party  remain  behind.  They  pull  the 
strings.  They  are  to  get  their  own  way.  Wages 
are  to  be  brought  down  ;  the  masses  are  to  have 
their  representation  taken  away  from  them, 
which,  to  my  mind,  is  the  most  serious  matter  of 
all.  It  is  taking  away  rights  that  it  has  taken 
years  to  get  for  them,  and  a  groat  injustice  is 
being  done.  The  Limitation  of  Votes  Bill  is  not 
to  be  pa.ssed.  Why  should  not  that  measure  be 
passed,  so  that  we  should  have  manhood  suffrage 
pure  and  simple  ?  On  the  other  hand,  the  pro- 
perty vote  is  to  be  retained ;  and  if  it  is  retained, 
and  we  reduce  the  number  of  members  of  this 
House,  it  means  that  the  next  House  wo  have 
will  represent  wealth  and  property  instead  of 
people :  and  that  will  be  an  evil  day  for  New 
Zealand.  In  the  protest  that  I  am  making 
upon  this  occasion  I  am  speaking  in  the  in- 
terests of  the  people  generally.  I  do  not  think 
that  the  people  of  the  colony  con  know  the  full 
effect  of  the  measure  that  is  before  us.  If 
they  did — if  the  Press  of  the  colony  had  done 
ita  duty,  and  had  pointed  out  to  them  the 
effect  of  this  Bill — they  would  have  protested 
against  a  measure  which  is  depriving  them  of 
their  rights  and  doing  them  an  irreparable  in- 
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jury.  It  has  taken  ten  or  twelve  years  of  hard  ' 
honest  work  to  bring  the  representation  of  the 
people  of  the  colony  to  its  present  position,  and 
yet  in  one  short  session,  not  three  months 
since  the  election  took  place,  all  the  work  of 
years  is  to  be  undone.  Sir,  I  should  not  dare  to 
|;o  home  to  my  constituents  unless  I  had  done 
in  a  legitimate  manner  all  that  could  be  done 
—all  that  should  be  done  by  a  minority, 
even  though  challenged  and  driven  from  point 
to  point  by  a  dominant  and  servile  majority. 
The  forms  of  the  Houne  and  the  freedom  of 
speech  are  the  only  power  we  have.  The 
Premier  has  said  that  he  will  not  reply  to 
anything  that  may  be  said  by  us  on  this  side 
of  the  House.  His  silence  gives  assent  to  what 
we  are  saying;  but  his  silence,  or  the  strongest 
power  he  can  assert,  will  not  prevent  me  from 
speaking  and  voting  against  this  Bill  at  every 
stage. 

Mr.  KEER. — I  wish  to  put  on  record  the 
regret  that  I  feel  at  this  Bill  being  pushed  on 
at  the  present  time.  It  will  do  a  great  deal  of 
barm  to  the  place  I  come  from,  and,  if  I  were 
not  to  protest  against  it  in  the  fullest  manner 
that  I  can,  when  I  went  back  to  my  con- 
stituents they  would  say  that  I  had  not  done 
my  duty.  We  were  the  first  province  that  was 
settled  in  the  South  Island,  and  in  due  time  we 
had  our  proper  share  of  representation.  But 
the  present  Premier,  when  he  was  in  office 
before,  did  all  in  his  power  to  take  away  our 
representation  ;  and  now  he  is  going  further  in 
the  same  direction.  We  hod  the  night  before 
last  a  majority  which  said  that  the  provisions 
of  this  Bill  were  not  right.  But  then  we 
bad  the  Premier  taking  it  as  a  no-confidence 
motion,  and  bringing  pressure  to  bear  upon  the 
weak-kneed  members   of   his   party   who  had 

fone  into  our  lobby  ;  and  now  we  have  the  Bill 
eforo  us  in  the  same  shape  as  it  was  the  other 
day.  Now,  if  there  had  been  any  reason  why 
this  Bill  should  be  passed  this  year,  I  could 
have  had  a  reasonable  excuse  for  going  back  to 
my  constituents  and  saying  that  it  was  neces- 
sary to  pass  the  Bill  in  tlie  interests  of  the 
country.  But  the  Bill  can  be  of  no  use.  It 
can  be  used  for  no  other  purpose  in  this  world 
than  to  be  held  as  a  whip  over  us.  If  the  Go- 
vernment bad  exempted  the  smaller  districts 
from  the  operation  of  the  Bill  I  should  have 
been  glad  to  see  it  pass ;  but  the  Premier 
would  not  do  it,  and  it  is  quite  true  what 
people  saj'  and  believe,  that  the  present  Premier 
does  everything  in  bis  power  to  wipe  Kelson 
out.  Why  he  should  do  it  I  do  not  know.  I 
can  remember  the  time  when  his  province  was 
in  difficulties,  and  when  the  people  of  Nelson 
did  everything  they  possibly  could  for  them. 
We  put  up  houses  for  them,  fed  them,  clothed 
them,  did  everything  that  could  be  done  for 
them  at  our  own  expense ;  and  this  is  the  grati- 
tude we  are  to  receive  for  what  we  did  in  those 
days !  If  this  Bill  is  passed  our  country  dis- 
tricts will  be  wiped  out  altogether,  to  the  great 
detriment  of  the  farmers  in  the  country.  We 
shall  be  in  this  position:  According  to  the 
population  basis  the  country  will  have  no  re- 
presentation whatever,  ot  next  to  none ;  .the 


town  members  will  have  to  represent  both 
country  and  towns.  One  honourable  gentle- 
man says,  "  Hear,  hear ;  "  but  I  would  give 
him  twelve  months  to  go  over  the  district  I  re- 

E resent,  and  unless  he  had  a  man  with  him 
e  would  never  do  it  at  all.  It  is  certain  that 
town  members  know  nothing  at  all  of  what  the 
country  members  have  to  do.  I  would  give  the 
honourable  member  three  weeks  to  go  through 
my  district,  and  I  expect  that,  when  he  saw 
the  rivers  and  the  roads  that  I  have  to  go  over, 
he  would  turn  back :  he  would  do  what  some 
members  of  the  House  did  last  night — he 
would  retract,  and  say  he  would  have  nothing 
to  do  with  it.  I  maintain  tliat  it  is  not  neces- 
sary that  towns  such  as  Wellington  should 
have  the  number  of  members  they  have  ;  it  is 
a  curse  to  the  country.  They  are  of  no  benefit 
to  the  country,  they  know  nothing  of  country 
life,  and  when  they  give  a  vote  they  do  not  give 
it  intelligently,  for  they  do  not  know  what 
they  have  to  give  it  for.  I  speak  especially 
of  the  Town  of  Wellington.  What  do  its  mem- 
bers do  ?  All  they  do  is  to  worry  the  Go- 
vernment for  post-offices  and  printing-offices, 
to  get  the  expenditure  of  money  here  ;  and  as 
long  as  they  can  get  that  they  care  nothing 
about  the  outlying  districts.  I  should  like  the 
Wellington  town  members  to  go  through  the 
country  districts  in  their  own  province,  and 
then  to  ask  themselves  if  the  country  districts 
do  not  require  double  the  representation  of  the 
towns.  The  population  basis  is  wrong  alto- 
gether, and  I  shall  do  my  best  to  get  it  made 
two  to  one.  I  think  25  per  cent,  would  be  too 
small  an  allowance  to  make  to  the  country 
districts.  Who  are  the  "  backbone  and  sinew  " 
of  the  country,  if  not  the  men  who  live  in  the 
country  ?  I  speak  for  myself.  I  came  in  one 
of  the  first  ships  to  New  Zealand,  and  when  we 
landed  at  Nelson  there  was  not  a  house  in  it. 
We  brought  everything  that  we  wanted  with  us 
from  England — even  what  we  had  to  eat ;  and 
we  made  the  town,  and  after  we  had  made  the 
town  we  went  into  the  country,  and  we  live  now 
the  furthest  hack  in  the  country.  But  it  ap- 
pears to  me  that  the  "  new-chums  "  in  the  city 
— those  who  have  borne  little  of  the  burden^ 
are  going  to  represent  the  people  of  New  Zea- 
land, and  that  they  know  nothing  about  the 
country.  I  shall  do  my  best  to  give  the  country 
two  to  one,  and  I  think  if  we  do  that — if  we  give 
the  country  more  representation — we  shall  do 
a  good  thing.  I  want  to  know  what  is  the  use 
of  this  Bill  if  it  is  passed ;  it  cannot  come 
into  force  for  three  years.  When  I  was  before 
the  electors,  going  my  rounds,  they  all  said, 
"  Well,  there  are  very  few  people  who  could 
get  through  this  district  as  well  as  you." 
The  throat  of  the  Premier  does  not  frighten  me 
a  little  bit ;  but  it  seems  that  the  majority  are 
in  his  power.  When  a  substantial  majority 
carried  the  amendment  against  the  Premier, 
why  did  ho  not  use  the  forms  of  the  House  to 
stop  business  1  He  and  his  colleagues  then  did 
not  say  a  word;  but  the  next  morning  they 
called  their  supporters  together,  took  them  into 
a  room,  and  told  them  they  would  have  to  do 
ivhat  he  wanted,  and  tha,t>' having  a  majority. 
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he  would  cany  the  Bill,  whether  it  was  for  the 
good  of  the  country  or  not.  That  is  what  they 
aid,  and  I  say  they  did  it  by  unlawful  means. 
Last  night  did  not  one  member  after  another 
condemn  the  Government  for  what  they  had 
done,  in  the  strongest  terms  they  could  use  ? 
And,  then,  what  do  they  do  ?  They  quietly  go 
round  and,  like — I  was  going  to  say  something 
perhaps  not  parliamentary — but  wey  were  as 
frightened  as  I  have  ever  seen  a  woodhen 
when  I  have  been  riding  along  the  road.  Can 
they  possibly  think  that  those  on  this  side  of 
the  House  are  going  to  be  domineered  over? — 
because,  if  they  do,  they  may  depend  upon  it 
they  have  made  a  mistake.  I  shall  have  my 
say,  and  say  what  I  think  proper.  As  I  told 
the  Oovemment  before,  if  uiey  did  what  was 
right  I  should  follow  them ;  but  if  they  are 
going  to  bully  me  they  will  find  they  have 
made  a  great  mistake,  for  I  will  stand  up 
against  them  as  long  as  I  have  breath  in 
my  body.  I  ask,  what  is  a  fair  thing  for 
the  district  I  come  from?  Yon  may  depend 
upon  it  the  people  there  will  back  me  up 
in  what  I  am  doing.  But  my  opinion  is  that 
the  Government  do  not  care  quite  so  much 
for  pushing  this  Bill  through  as  to  kill  time. 
If  they  did  want  to  push  the  business  on  in 
the  way  they  pretend,  they  would  never  have 
brought  this  Bill  on  the  floor  of  the  House  at 
all.  There  is  the  retrenchment  which  was  to 
be  done,  and  which  we  wanted  to  come  down 
on  the  floor  of  this  House  more  than  anything 
in  the  world.  I  do  not  believe  they  want  to 
bring  it  down  at  all,  or  that  they  will  ever 
make  anything  out  of  it.  I  wanted  to  help 
them  to  retrench  all  that  was  possible ;  but  I 
shall  have  to  go  home,  and  I  shall  be  asked 
what  we  have  done  in  the  House  with  re- 
gard to  retrenchment,  and  I  shall  have  to  say 
that  I  have  done  everything  I  could  to  get  it 
done  in  this  House,  but  that  it  was  only  pro- 
mised to  be  done  during  the  recess.  What  is 
the  result  of  the  retrenchment  ?  There  is  one 
man  in  my  district  who  has  been  discharged, 
and  I  think  it  was  very  wrong,  for  there  was  a 
great  deal  of  work  to  be  done  at  the  station 
during  certain  seasons.  There  is  not  a  day  but 
I  get  two  or  three  telegrams  from  that  place ; 
and  what  do  the  Government  do?  They  are 
going  to  send  a  man  bock  to  look  after  the 
platelaying  during  the  day,  and  his  wife  is  to 
look  after  the  parcels.  That  is  retrenchment  I 
However,  I  am  satisfied  with  that.  But  they 
have  done  worse  than  that.  The  people  are 
now  finding  fault  with  the  taking-away  of  the 
telephone  office ;  the  Oovemment  have  taken 
away  the  telephone  office,  and  placed  the  tele- 
phone in  a  store.  Now,  that  is  a  wrong  to  the 
people  who  live  there,  and  it  is  wrong  to  the 
Government.  It  is  well  known  that  there  is 
great  jealousy  between  one  store  and  another, 
and  by  putting  the  telephone  in  a  store  other 
people  will  not  use  it.  Now,  I  want  to  know  if 
that  is  right,  and  what  retrenchment  it  will 
efiect.  They  might  just  as  well  have  put  the 
telephone  in  the  office  where  it  was  before,  and 
have  let  the  woman  look  after  it  just  as  she 
ia  looking  after  the  parcels.  By  so  doing  the 
Hr.Kerr 


work  could  have  been  done  for  a  quarter  of  the 
money,  and  it  would  have  been  a  boon  to  the  dis- 
trict. If  these  little  places  were  not  represented 
in  the  House  there  is  no  doubt  they  would  get 
nothing.  As  I  have  said,  I  want  the  retrench- 
ment proposals  on  the  floor  of  this  House,  to- 
that  I  may  be  able,  when  I  go  to  my  people,  to- 
tell  them  what  is  being  done. 

The  hour  of  half-post  five  o'clock  having  ar- 
rived, Mr.  Speakeb  left  the  chair. 

HOUSE  BE8UHED. 

Mr.  Speakeb  restmied  the  chair  at  half-past 
seven  o'clock. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.  — The  honourable  member 
for  Motueka  was  in  possession  of  the  chair  when 
the  House  adjourned  at  half-past  five  o'clock. 
The  honourable  member  can  either  finish  his 
speech,  or,  with  the  consent  of  the  House,  move 
the  adjournment  of  the  debate  in  order  that  the 
motion  to  go  into  Committee  of  Supply,  fixed  for 
half -past  seven  o'clock,  may  be  proceeded  with. 

Mr.  KEBB. — I  beg  to  move  the  adjournment 
of  the  debate. 

Debate  adjourned. 

IMPREST  SUPPLY  BILL  (No.  3). 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— I  may  say,  with  regard  to 
the  course  that  has  been  formerly  adopted  as 
to  Imprest  Supply  Bills,  that  it  has  been  this : 
On  two  previous  occasions  when  the  House  pro- 
ceeded with  Imprest  Supply  Bills  there  wers 
debates  proceeding  on  the  motion  for  going  into 
CoDunitteeof  Supply,  during  which  amendments 
were  moved  expressing  a  want  of  confidence  in 
the  Government.  On  both  those  occasions — in 
1877  and  1880  —  the  main  debates  were  put 
aside,  and  special  sittings,  as  it  were,  on  Sup- 
ply were  held  in  order  to  enable  Imprest  Supply 
Bills  to  be  passed.  I  presume  that  may  have 
been  done  under  arrangement  with  both  sides 
of  the  House.  No  arrangement  has  been 
come  to  to-night,  and  the  order  is  called  on.  It 
will  be  my  duty  to  call  on  the  honourable 
member  for  Ashburton  to  resume  the  debate 
on  the  question  formerly  before  the  House — 
namely,  That'  the  Speaker  do  now  leave  the 
chair,  in  order  that  the  House  may  resolve 
itself  into  Committee  of  Supply. 

Sir  J.  VOOEL. — It  will  perhaps  be  eonve- 
nient  that  I  should  answer  the  question,  put  to 
me  earlier  in  the  afternoon  by  the  honourable 
member  at  the  head  of  the  Government,  as  to 
the  course  the  Opposition  will  adopt  with  refer* 
ence  to  the  Imprest  Supply  Bill  he  desires  to 
pass  through.  Sir,  I  felt  a  hesitation  in  giving 
that  answer  this  afternoon,  because  I  could  not 
help  feeling  that  the  honourable  members  with 
whom  I  have  the  honour  to  act  are  Buffering 
under  a  very  keen  sense  of  irritation  at  the 
insinuations  and,  in  fact,  the  open  aocusa- 
tions  which  have  been  levelled  at  them  daring 
the  last  two  days  because  they  considered  it 
their  duty  to  discuss,  I  wiU  not  say  amply,  but 
in  a  very  modified  form,  a  measure  of  the  very 
greatest  importance;  and  therefore  I  thought 
it  better,  before  I  would  give  a  reply,  that  I 
should  (jaoe  myself  in  communioation  with 
the  honourable  gentlemen  who  are  acting  with 
me.    Sir,  I  am  ikble,  as  I  katioipated  X  should 
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be,  to  say  that,  iiot\7ithstanding  the  ezonses 
which  they  might  have  for  a  difierent  ooune, 
the  honooiable  members  on  this .  side  of  the 
Hoase  have  deteimined  to  interpose  no  ob^ 
Btaolea  in  the  way  of  the  honourable  gentleman 
obtaining  the  supplies  which  he  deems  neces- 
sary. We  think  it  better,  following  the  general 
coarse,  that  an  Imprest  Supply  Bill  should  not 
pass  through  all  its  stages  to-night.  It  is  not 
the  custom — that  I  need  not  point  oat  to  yoa. 
Sir  —  except  in  cases  of  emergency,  to  allow 
lesolntions  from  the  Committee  of  Supply  or 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  to  be  reported 
the  same  day  on  which  they  are  passed.  It  is 
only  in  a  case  of  the  very  last  emergency  that 
such  a  coarse  is  adopted.  Indeed,  there  is  an 
instance  in  the  House  of  Commons  where 
a  report  from  a  Committee  of  Supply  was 
adopted,  and  where  the  House  the  next  day 
cancelled  the  adoption  of  the  report,  and 
insisted  that  it  should  not  come  on  with- 
out notice.  And,  Sir,  I  think  it  would  bo 
better  not  to  allow  it  to  appear  that  imprest 
supply  could  be  obtained  so  easily,  and  to  pans 
the  measure  through  only  part  of  its  stages  to- 
night and  finish  it  to-morrow.  Bat,  at  the 
-same  time,  if  the  honourable  gentleman  at  the 
head  of  the  Government  will  say  he  considers 
it  so  urgent  that  the  Bill  should  ps^s  through 
to-night,  and  recommends  us  to  disregard  the 
usual  practice,  then  honourable  members  on 
this  side  of  the  House  will  interpose  no  ob- 
stacle. They  will  place  upon  the  honourable 
member  the  responsibility  of  saying  that  he 
considers  it  is  urgent  that  the  Bill  should  pass 
through  all  its  stages  to-night ;  and  we  will 
accept  his  assurance,  and  allow  the  Bill  to  pass 
through  without  any  difficulty.  Sir,  it  is  legi- 
timate, as  I  need  scarcely  point  out  to  the 
honourable  member,  on  occasions  of  this  kind 
to  elicit  from  the  Govenmient  information  upon 
all  questions  which  are  not  already  upon  the 
Order  Paper,  and  it  is  usual  for  the  Govern- 
ment to  afford  the  fullest  information.  Now, 
Sir, 

Mr.  SPEAKER.  —  There  is  no  motion  yet 
before  the  House.  I  understood  you  were 
answering  some  question ;  but  I  think  you  had 
better  let  the  order  bo  called  on  for  going  into 
Committee  of  Supply. 

Sir  3.  VOOEL.— Yon  had  called  upon  the 
honourable  member  for  Ashbnrton  to  resume 
the  debate  on  the  Financial  Statement,  and  I 
was  explaining  why  it  would  not  be  necessary 
to  do  so. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— I  had  intimated  that,  if  no 
arrangement  were  come  to  for  farther  adjourn- 
ing the  financial  debate,  I  woald  call  on  the 
honourable  member  for  Ashburton  to  take  it 
ap.  I  thought  you  wore  answering  some  ques- 
tion that  haid  been  put  to  you  by  the  Treasurer 
earlier  in  the  day.  I  thought,  having  arranged 
that,  the  Treasurer  would  move  the  House  into 
Committee  of  Supply  for  the  special  considera- 
tion of  the  Imprest  Supply  Bill. 

Sir  J.  VOOEL.— I  think  the  course  I  am 
pointing  ont  will  be  an  easier  one.  I  was 
saying  that  it  was  usual  on  occasions  of  this 
kind  for  the  Government  to  answer  freely  such 


questions  as  they  are  able  to  reply  to.  And, 
Sir,  I  think  it  will  not  be  inappropriate  that 
we  should  seek  to  obtain  information  from  the 
honourable  gentleman  in  the  course  of  the  Bill 
passing  through.  Bat  I  must  say  this :  that 
we  do  not  wish  the  honourable  member  to 
understand  that  we  are  putting  questions 
as  any  threat  held  out  to  him  in  regard  to 
the  Imprest  Supply  Bill.  Whether  he  chooses 
to  answer  the  questions,  whether  he  treats  us 
with  courtesy  or  not,  we  shall  still  interposs 
no  obstacle  to  the  Supply  Bill  passing  through. 
Whatever  provocation  we  have  received,  we  do 
not  consider  it  would  be  right  to  deal  with  such 
a  m&tter  en  a  question  of  supply.  And  now, 
Sir,  I  would  suggest  to  you  that  it  would  be 
better  to  call  on  the  honourable  member  for 
Ashburton  and  allow  him  to  move  the  further 
adjournment  of  the  debate,  and  then  call  up 
Supply. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.  —  The  order  having  been 
called  on,  I  think  it  will  be  for  the  honourable 
member  for  Ashburton  to  move  the  further 
adjoamment  of  the  debate. 

Mr.  WALKER.— I  beg  to  move,  That  the 
financial  debate  be  adjourned. 

Debate  adjourned. 

Major  ATKINSON.— Sir,  I  beg  to  move 
that  you  do  leave  the  chair,  in  order  that  the 
House  may  go  into  Committee  of  Supply,  for 
the  purpose  of  passing  an  Imprest  Supply  Bill. 
The  matter  is  one  of  urgency.  I  forgot  to  ask 
the  House  for  supply  a  few  days  ago,  and  I 
have  to  apologize  for  the  omission.  But,  as  to- 
morrow is  Friday,  and  as  we  must  have  money 
by  Monday,  it  will  cause  considerable  incon- 
venience if  this  Bill  be  not  passed.  I  therefore 
move  that  you  do  leave  the  chair.  It  is  quite 
in  accordance  with  oar  ordinary  custom,  and 
not,  as  the  honourable  gentleman  said,  "  very 
exceptional."  Many  a  time  we  assisted  the 
honourable  gentleman  to  pass  an  Imprest  Bill 
through  at  one  sitting,  so  that  there  is  nothing 
unusual  in  it.  This  is  not  an  Appropriation 
Act,  or  anything  more  than  a  Bill  to  provide 
money  to  carry  on  the  necessary  business  of 
the  country.  Nor  are  we  abandoning  any  of 
our  privileges  by  adopting  the  coarse  I  pro- 
pose. I  beg  to  move.  That  you  do  leave  the 
chair,  in  order  that  the  House  may  go  into 
Committee  of  Supply,  in  order  to  pass  the 
Imprest  Supply  Bill. 

Sir  J.  VOGEL.  —  I  should  like  to  ask  the 
honourable  gentleman  if  he  will  be  kind  enough 
to  give  to  the  House  some  idea  as  to  the  course 
and  order  of  business  which  he  proposes  during 
the  rest  of  the  session,  and  especially  what 
farther  business  he  proposes  should  be  at^ 
tended  to. 

Sir  G.  GREY.- Before  the  Premier  replies,  I 
beg  to  move  an  amendment  to  the  motion.  It 
is.  To  omit  all  the  words  of  the  question  after 
the  word  "  That,"  with  a  view  to  inserting  the 
following  words :  "  in  the  opinion  of  this  House 
it  is  desirable  we  should,  without  farther  delay, 
proceed  to  consider  what  measure  should  be 
token  to  relieve  the  distress  prevailing  amongst 
the  farming,  labouring,  and  industrial  classes 
of  New  Zealand."    I  have  no  desire,  Sir,  to 
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]»ige  a  debate  on  thU  subject  at  the  present 
moment,  and  to  stop  supply ;  but  I  have  not 
been  able  to  get  a  motion  before  the  House 
this  session.  I  tried  to  get  one  on,  but  it  was 
struck  oS  the  Order  Paper  in  due  course ;  and 
this  is  my  only  chance  of  bringing  forward  one 
of  the  must  important  subjects  that  can  pos- 
sibly occupy  our  attention.  If  the  Premier  will 
give  me  an  opportunity  at  some  other  time  to 
move  in  this  matter,  I  will  not  debate  this  ques- 
tion now,  but  will  allow  supply  to  be  passed 
with  the  least  possible  delay. 

Major  ATKINSON.  —  It  is  quite  impossible 
that  the  Government  can,  under  a  threat  of 
this  sort,  promise  the  honourable  gentleman  an 
opportunity.  The  honourable  gentleman  must 
take  his  own  course.  If  the  honourable  gentle- 
man had  thought  proper  to  consult  the  Govern- 
ment something  might  have  been  arranged ; 
but,  certainly,  under  these  circumstances  we 
cannot  make  any  bargain  with  the  honourable 
gentleman. 

Mr.  TURNBULL.— I  am  sorry  to  hear  the 
remarks  the  Treasurer  has  just  made.  The  right 
of  bringing  up  subjects  on  which  honourable 
members  feel  strongly  on  the  motion  to  go  into 
Committee  of  Supply  is  one  of  the  greatest  rights 
this  House  has. 

Major  ATKINSON.  —  I  do  not  dispute  the 
right.  The  honourable  gentleman  asked  me  a 
question,  and  I  gave  him  an  answer. 

Mr.  TURNBULL.— It  is  one  of  the  greatest 
rights  of  any  honourable  member  to  be  able  to 
move  an  amendment  on  the  motion  to  go  into 
Committee  of  Supply,  and  thus  to  bring  up 
subjects  for  consideration  of  the  House.  The 
honourable  member  for  Auckland  Central  has 
been  rather  hardly  used  this  session,  because 
measures  which  he  deems  of  great  import- 
ance he  has  not  been  able  to  get  before  the 
House  at  all.  I  think  the  honourable  gentle- 
man should  have  the  fullest  facilities  for  bring- 
ing on  a  subject  of  this  kind,  and  ho  should  be 
able  to  do  so  without  being  spoken  to  by  the 
Premier  of  the  colony  as  the  honourable  gentle- 
man has  just  been  spoken  to.  I  hope  the  House 
will  not  forego  its  privileges,  but  that,  when  an 
honourable  member  wishes  to  bring  forward  a 
subject  of  public  interest,  he  will  be  allowed  to 
do  so. 

Mr.  TAYLOR.— I  think  the  motion  of  the 
honourable  member  for  Auckland  Central  is  one 
deserving  of  the  greatest  possible  considera- 
tion. Although  I  have  often  to  disagree  with 
the  honourable  gentleman,  I  must  admit  that, 
in  my  opinion,  his  sympathy  is  always  wilb 
those  who  are  being  oppressed,  and  therefore  I 
say,  if  he  deems  it  his  duty  to  bring  forward  a 
resolution  of  this  kind,  I  cannot  conceive  why 
the  Premier  should  threaten  the  honourable 
gentleman. 

Major  ATKINSON.— There  was  no  threat  at 
all.  Will  the  honourable  gentleman  allow  me 
to  explain?  This  is  not  an  ordinary  motion  to 
go  into  Committee  of  Supply,  of  which  honour- 
able members  ordinarily  take  advantage,  and 
very  properly,  for  bringing  forward  matters 
which  they  consider  of  interest  to  the  country. 
7he  House  has  now  consented  to  go  into  Corn- 
Sir  O.  Grey 


mrttee  of  Supply  simply  for  the  purpose  of 
granting  funds  to  carry  on  the  government  of 
the  country ;  and  therefore  it  was  that  I  could 
not  agree  to  the  interception  of  the  motion  by 
the  resolution  of  the  honourable  gentleman,  or 
any  other. 

Mr.  TAYLOR.— I  understood  the  honourable 
member  for  Auckland  Central  to  say  distinctly 
that  he  would  support  the  Government  in  get- 
ting supply;  and  therefore  I  cannot  conceive 
why  the  Premier  adopted  the  tone  he  did  in 
speaking  to  the  honourable  gentleman.  The 
oftcner  the  subject  is  brought  forward  by  the 
honourable  gentleman  the  better  it  will  be  for 
the  country.  Sir,  what  do  we  find  to-day? 
The  Radical  Reform  Association  are  writing  up 
to  honourable  members,  protesting  against 
this  power  being  placed  in  the  hands  of  the 
Government  to  dissolve  whenever  they  like. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.- The  honourable  member 
cannot  now  speak  on  the  Representation  Bill. 

Mr.  TAYLOR.  —  Sir,  I  will  endeavour  to 
keep  in  order.  We  see  that  the  papers  through- 
out the  country  are  showing  that  the  people  are 
beginning  to  see  that,  if  we  give  any  honourable 
gentlemen  occupying  those  benches  the  right 
to  send  people  about  their  business, 

An  Hon.  Meubeb.— Wo  shall  be  unemployed. 

Mr.  TAYLOR. — Yes ;  a  great  many  honour- 
able members  will  find  themselves  unemployed 
— these  radical  reformers  will  find  themselves 
not  here  again,  because,  in  my  opin-.on,  they 
are  sacrificing  the  best  interests  of  the  people. 
At  the  last  election  the  great  objection  raised 
to  me  was  that  I  was  a  blind  supporter  of  the 
late  Government.  Sir,  I  would  not  follow  any 
Government  blindly.  I  am  surprised  at  honour- 
able gentlemen  like  the  honourable  members 
for  Te  Aro,  Thomdon,  and  members  of  that 
kind, 

An  Hon.  Membeb. — Marsden. 

Mr.  TAYLOR.— Oh,  I  do  not  know  anything 
about  Marsden.  I  am  referring  more  to 
honourable  members  for  city  constituencies, 
because  I  believe  when  they  come  before  their 
constituents  we  shall  find  they  will  apologize, 
and  turn  right-about  face ; — that  is  what  they 
have  got  to  do.  I  say  this :  I  support  no  Go- 
vernment against  my  conscientious  convictions. 
I  was  exceedingly  amused  at  what  has  oc- 
curred recently ;  and  I  hope  the  honourable 
member  for  Te  Aro,  at  any  rate,  will  be  able  to 
satisfy  the  minds  of  those  who  put  him  here  as 
to  his  action.  I  cannot  conceive  of  an  honour- 
able member  voting  one  way  one  night  and  in 
the  exactly  opposite  way  the  next. 

Mr.  SPEAKER. — I  must  again  remind  the 
honourable  gentleman  that  the  Representation 
Bill  is  not  under  discussion  now. 

Mr.  TAYLOR.— Sir,  I  will  try  to  keep  in 
order ;  but  I  understood  that  on  an  occasion  of 
this  kind  we  could  traverse  the  whole  policy  of 
the  Government. 

Mr.  SPEAKER. — Honourable  members  must 
not  debate  subjects  that  are  set  down  as  orders 
of  the  day.  Debate  on  orders  of  the  day  or 
notices  of  motion  cannot  be  now  anticipated, 
as  the  House  has  fixed  another  time  for  their 
consideration. 
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Sit  J.  VOGEL.— Sir,  I  rise  to  a  point  of 
Older.  Unwilling  as  I  am  to  see  any  question 
raised,  I  cannot  lielp  thinking  tliat  on  a  mo- 
tion that  you  do  leave  the  chair  it  is  open  to 
honourable  members  to  discuss  any  question. 
Although  the  honourable  member  is  referring 
to  a  question  on  the  Order  Paper — that  is,  the 
Representation  Bill — he  is  not  referring  to  the 
merits  of  the  Bill  so  much  as  expressing  his 
admiration  at  the  conduct  of  certain  honour- 
able members.  I  contend  that  that  is  within 
his  right  on  an  occasion  of  this  kind. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— The  rule  is  absolute  that 
honourable  memliers  cannot,  on  this  motion, 
speak  to  the  orders  of  the  day,  as  the  House 
has  already  fixed  a  future  time  for  their  con- 
sideration, and  that  time  cannot  be  antici- 
pated on  the  motion  for  gcing  into  Committee 
of  Supply. 

Mr.  TAYLOR.— I  will  leave  the  honourable 
gentlemen  to  their  constituents.  And  now  I 
am  going  to  deal  with  a  little  matter  in  con- 
nection with  the  honourable  member  who  is 
interjecting  that  he  cannot  hear  me ; — I  am  sorry 
he  is  rather  deaf.  Sir,  the  Premier  the  other 
night  complained  that  some  honourable  mem- 
bers are  all  "  talkee,  talkee,  talkee; "  they  are 
everlastingly  talking.  During  his  election  the 
honourable  member  for  the  Hutt  was  spoken  to 
thus  by  the  electors  :  "  Why,  you  were  in  the 
House,  certainly ;  but  what  did  you  do  ?  Did 
you  open  your  mouth  ?  "  and  the  honourable 
gentleman  had  to  admit  that  he  did  not  do  so, 
but  promised  that  if  they  elected  him  again  he 
would  do  better  for  the  future,  so  that  he  might 
gain  their  confidence  before  the  next  election. 
It  is  evident  to  me,  therefore,  that  honourable 
members  who  can  talk  have  their  advantages. 
Take  the  Premier  himself  as  an  illustration. 
If  he  could  not  talk,  would  he  be  Premier  of 
the  colony  ?  Certainly  not.  And  I  want  to 
see  honourable  members  on  this  side  of  the 
House  able  to  get  up  and  talk  as  well  as  tho 
Premier  does  repeatedly.  I  am  not  going 
to  be  charged  with  wasting  time,  but  I  must 
enter  my  protest  against  what  I  consider  to 
be  an  undue  insult  to  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Auckland  Central.  Now,  I  have  a  very 
great  respect  for  that  honourable  gentleman, 
and  I  regret  that  the  Premier  should  have 
spoken  to  him  in  the  way  he  did.  I  do  not 
consider  that  the  honourable  member  for  Auck- 
land Central  has  in  any  way  threatened  the 
Government. 

Mr.  KERR. — Sir,  I  also  regret  the  way  in 
which  the  Premier  answered  the  honourable 
member  for  Auckland  Central.  I  am  quite 
sure  the  honourable  gentleman  provokes  and 
prolongs  debates  by  the  answers  he  gives  to 
honourable  members.  If  ho  were  more  cour- 
teous he  would  be  dealt  very  much  better  with. 
I  believe  that  the  honourable  member  for  Auck- 
land Central  was  not  aware  that  there  was 
an  arrangement  between  the  Premier  and  the 
honourable  member  for  Christchurch  North,  or 
perhaps  he  would  not  have  moved  his  motion ; 
and  I  think  tlie  Premier  gave  him  a  very  curt 
tmswer,  and  one  that  wa.s  sure  to  provoke  dis- 
Gossion ;  whereas  if  he  had  given  a  civil  answer 


not  a  person  would  have  spoken.  Therefore  I 
think  that  all  the  "talkee,  talkee,"  in  this 
House  which  has  been  referred  to  is  on  account 
of  the  answers  given  by  the  Premier. 

Sir  G.  GREY.— Sir, 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— The  honourable  member 
has  already  spoken,  and  he  cannot  speak  twice 
on  an  amendment. 

Sir  G.  GREY. — I  only  asked  a  question. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— The  honourable  gentlemoa 
seconded  the  amen.lment. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— I  move  the  adjournment  of 
the  House,  in  order  to  give  the  honourablu 
gentleman  an  opportunity  of  speaking. 

Sir  G.  GREY. — Sir,  the  amendment  I  moved 
is  couched  in  language  which,  I  think,  should 
appeal  to  every  feeling  heart  in  this  House. 
All  know  the  distress  prevailing  in  this  colony  ; 
and,  in  inviting  the  House  to  take  that  distress 
into  consideration,  did  I  ask  the  Premier  to 
perform  a  benevolent  action,  or  did  I  threaten 
him?  What  threat  was  there  in  asking  that 
person  upon  whom  all  power  of  benefiting  these 
classes  rents  to  consider  how  best  he  could  do  it, 
and  to  take  into  us  his  confidence  and  ask  us 
for  our  advice  ?  I  had  no  intention  whatever 
to  hold  out  a  threat,  and  cannot  imagine  the 
nature  of  that  disposition  which  can  distort 
a  just  and  reasonable  request  into  a  threat. 
Well,  Sir,  the  honourable  member  said,  with 
certain  expressions  of  wonder,  that  he  thought 
if  I  had  consulted  him  upon  this  subject  all 
might  have  been  settled.  But  I  ask  him  this : 
Did  he  recently,  in  the  presence  of  this  House, 
say  that  I  have  never  done  anything  for  the 
working  population  of  New  Zealand  ?  Did  he 
repeat  that,  with  strong  affirmations?  and  yet, 
at  the  very  time  he  said  that,  did  he  not  know  ia 
his  heart  that  throughout  this  session  no  chance 
had  been  given  to  me  to  move  in  this  direction  ? 
Has  he  not  carefully,  for  some  weeks  past,  kept 
from  us  the  financial  debate  ?  Has  he  offered 
any  opportunity  whatever  of  bringing  a  motion 
forward?  The  only  motion  I  put  upon  the 
Order  Paper  was  never  allowed  to  come  up,  and 
was  struck  off  from  it ;  and  I  believe  that  very 
few  honourable  members  over  got  a  motion  on 
except  one  kind  of  motion,  which  is  called  an 
uncontested  motion — that  is,  a  motion  for  the 
production  of  somo  ordinary  papers.  I  say 
that  this  opportunity  offered  by  going  into 
Committee  of  Supply  is  my  only  chance  of 
raising  my  voice  in  defence  of  the  miserable, 
and,  in  some  instances,  the  suffering,  the 
overtaxed,  and,  I  must  say,  oppressed  people 
of  this  colony.  And,  now,  why  am  I  to  be 
reproached  with  wrong  action  when  I  avail 
myself  of  the  first  opportunity  of  bringing  this 
question  forward?  I  think  the  course  the 
Premier  ought  to  have  pursued  was  this : 
When  I  put  to  him  a  reasonable  request 
that  he  would  name  a  time  when  this  ques- 
tion would  be  discussed  without  any  inter- 
ference taking  place  with  other  public  business, 
with  the  whole  range  between  this  time  and 
the  end  of  the  session  at  his  disposal  he 
would  have  acted  more  in  conformity  with 
public  interest  if  he  hewl  thanked  me  for  my 
offer;   and  then  he  could  have  allowed  the 
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Imprest  Supply  Bill  to  go  through,  and  have 
named  a  day  when  full  attention  could  be 
given  to  the  condition  of  all  industrial  classes 
of  this  colony.  The  request  that  I  made 
was  a  reasonable  one  —  one  which  ought,  I 
think,  to  have  been  complied  with,  and  one 
which  would  have  left  this  House  more  time 
and  liberty  and,  I  think,  inclination  to  go  into 
this  question  than  it  is  possible  for  me  to  get 
on  the  present  occasion.  I  say  that  the  farm- 
ing interest  requires  some  attention  to  be  paid 
to  it  before  this  House  breaks  up.  I  say  that 
a  large  portion  of  the  farmers  of  the  country 
are  in  a  situation  in  which  they  should  not  be 
left  to  continue  for  an  hour  longer  than  is 
necessary.  In  the  case  of  those  who  are  ton- 
ants  of  the  Crown,  and  who  o>4e  sums  of  money 
to  be  paid  to  the  Crown,  their  fair  rent  ought 
immediately  to  be  odju.'sted.  In  the  case  of 
debtors  to  the  Crown  through  having  been 
forced,  by  the  system  of  auction,  and  by  the 
small  number  of  pieces  of  land  put  up  to  sale,  to 
bid  inordinate  prices  for  the  land,  and  become 
responsible  for  sums  of  money  which  they  can- 
not discharge,  they  were  entitled  to  instant 
relief  from  this  Parliament — a  relief  which 
should  have  reached  tlicm  witliin  a  very 
short  period  of  time  from  the  present  date. 
And  not  only  that ;  this  question  arises :  Is  any 
relief  to  bo  aflorded  to  them  in  reference  to  the 
severe  competition  to  which  they  are  likely  to 
be  subjected  ?  That  is  a  question  which  should 
receive  immediate  attention  and  should  be 
dealt  with  before  we  return  again  to  our  dif- 
ferent destinations  in  the  Colony  of  Now  Zea- 
land. I  now  pass  to  the  labouring-classes,  and 
I  think  thero  it  is  necessary  that  some  instant 
steps  should  be  taken.  What  things  have 
we  seen  done  this  session  ?  We  have  seen,  in 
point  of  fact,  a  new  debt  of  one  million  two 
hundred  thousand  pounds  imposed  upon  the 
country;  because  it  really  amounts  to  that. 
Land  is  taken  away  which  is  the  security  for 
the  payment  of  the  money  which  we  owe  at 
the  present  time ;  and  this  land  is  taken  from 
them.  Wo  take  from  the  poor  of  this  country 
a  portion  of  the  land  by  which  they  might 
^charge  their  debt.  In  point  of  fact,  it  is 
imposing  a  new  debt  upon  them,  and  compel- 
ling them  not  only  to  pay  the  capital  of  the 
debt,  but  the  annual  interest  it  is  necessary  to 
pay  on  it.  That  is  what  we  see.  Not  only 
IS  the  land  taken  from  them  in  that  respect, 
but  it  is  token  from  them  for  ever.  They 
have  no  chance.  They  have  to  pay  their 
debt;  and  they  cannot  recover  that  land 
again,  except  at  some  enormous  price,  from 
those  into  whose  hands  it  has  passed.  Then, 
I  ask  the  House  fairly  to  deal  with  this 
question.  I  ask  them,  if  possible,  to  dismiss 
all  party  spirit  from  their  minds,  and  to  ask 
whether,  in  the  late  negotiations  which  passed, 
as  it  were,  between  the  Government  and  this 
House  with  reference  to  an  agreement  to  be 
entered  into  with  a  great  railway  company, 
the  proper  information  was  put  before  us.  I 
did  not  ask  that  the  House  should  be  put  in 
possession  of  information  which  we  ought  to 
have  before  being  compelled  to  vote  a  rcsolu- 
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tion  on  the  subject ;  but  was  that  information 
given  to  us  in  the  full  and  proper  manner  that 
it  ought  to  have  been  given  before  a  single 
step  was  taJcen  by  this  House?  And  when 
was  it  given  to  us?  Absolutely,  when  the 
thing  was  completed  in  this  House ;  and  then 
only  a  portion  of  the  information  was  brought 
down,  and  that  was  brought  down  as  if  the 
whole  information  was  given  to  us.  I  say  that 
the  most  important  part,  relating  to  nearly 
half  the  land,  and  the  amount  paid  for  the 
additional  runs,  was  withheld  from  us  until  we 
had  passed  the  resolution  we  were  required  to 
pass.  Was  that  necessary  information  not 
also  witliheld  from  the  Legislative  Council 
until  they  had  passed  the  resolution?  And 
was  it  not  given  to  us  only  at  the  very  last 
moment,  when  we  were  settling  our  difier- 
ences — if  I  may  say  so — with  the  Legislative 
Council  on  the  subject?  Was  that  fair  to  this 
House?  Was  it  fair  to  the  country?  Was 
it  fair  to  those  whose  land  was  to  be  tUcen 
away  from  them  ?  No,  Sir ;  I  think  it  was  not 
so  ;  and  I  cannot  help  feeling  a  pity  that  I  can 
hardly  express  that  the  population  of  the  colony 
has  suffered  so  great  a  loss,  not  only  in  the  pre- 
sent time,  but  one  which  is  to  be  inflicted 
on  their  posterity  for  generations  to  come. 
I  cannot  help  thinking  that  it  was  cruel  that, 
at  a  time  when  the  people  of  the  colony, 
the  inhabitants  of  New  Zealand,  were  only 
allowed  to  go  on  small  blocks  of  land,  not 
exceeding  fifty  acres,  upon  the  condition  of 
continually  paying  an  augmented  rent  on  that 
land  for  themselves  and  their  descendants  lot 
ever,  upon  the  condition  of  residing  perpetually 
for  over  upon  that  one  spot,  upon  the  condition 
of  never  expecting  to  have  the  freehold  tenure 
given  to  them  —  that,  whilst  the  poor  of  this 
country  hod  no  resources  left  open  to  them, 
and  were  treated  on  such  hard  terms,  this  great 
company  was  to  be  given  millions  of  acres  in 
freehold,  subject  to  no  conditions  of  responsi- 
bility, to  be  given  to  them  simply  to  raise  mone^ 
on  the  land,  and  to  have  the  disposal  of  it  until 
they  were  to  construct  a  railway,  which  railway 
was  to  be  their  own  property.  I  ask  the  House, 
will  it  separate  without  doing  some  justice  on 
this  subject  ?  Will  it  separate,  being  told  that 
this  act  has  been  committed  to  give  employ- 
ment to  the  poor  of  New  Zealand  in  the  con- 
struction of  this  railway?  Will  it  separate, 
saying  that  those  who  are  in  distress,  without 
food  and  without  means  of  subsistence,  are  to 
go  forth  to  labour  on  that  railway,  to  be  paid 
so  much  a  day  of  money  raised  by  the  sale  of 
their  own  land,  paid  by  their  own  money  for 
their  own  labour,  and  to  lose  that  land  for  ever, 
and  to  know  that  they  and  their  children  must 
probably  become  tenants  of  distant  proprietors? 
I  cannot  help  thinking  that  the  House  will  see 
that  I  am  right  in  asking  them  to  give  some 
assistance  to  tiio  poor  under  these  circum- 
stances. Let  them  tell  the  men  who  ore  in 
poverty,  who  can  only  subsist  by  public  work 
being  given  to  tbem,  that  the  work  shall  be 
given  to  them  somewhere  else  than  upon  their 
own  land,  which,  by  their  labour,  they  ore  to 
render  of  great  value  to  others  and  then  lose 
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it  for  ever.  Do  not  subjeot  them  to  such 
degradation — ^hopeless  degradation,  I  may  say. 
In  fact,  I  can  hardiy  find  terms  strong  enough 
to  characterize  it — that  they  should  be  com- 
pelled, in  order  to  live  at  all,  to  go  and  work 
upon  lands  which  were  their  own,  and  have 
been  taken  from  them — to  be  paid  by  their  own 
money  raised  by  the  sale  of  their  own  land.  It 
IB  a  terrible  picture.  I  am  sure  that  the  more 
it  is  analysed  the  more  it  will  strike  honourable 
members'  minds  as  something  that  ought  not 
to  have  been  done  ;  and  that  it  ought  not,  even 
now,  to  be  carried  out,  if  any  arrangement  can 
be  made  to  prevent  it.  X  think  that  it  migUt 
be  possible  to  repay  the  company  any  expense 
that  they  have  been  put  to,  and  to  purchase 
back  from  the  contractors  what  they  have 
obtamcd  from  us.  Then,  I  further  say,  another 
wrong  has  been  done  about  this,  because  I 
know  that  it  was  never  made  manifest  to  us 
that  the  lands  to  be  given  up  to  this  company 
were  in  groat  part  lands  occupied  for  years,  not 
as  waste  lands  of  the  Crown  in  the  ordinary 
sense,  but  as  laud  on  which  rentals  had  been 
paid  for  years,  and  were  still  being  paid  — 
rentals  of  about  £21,000  a  year.  I  believe  that 
with  many  persons  the  real  reason  for  making 
this  raihvay  was  to  put  certain  persons  in 
possession  of  runs,  which  they  have  occupied 
for  many  years,  at  an  unfairly  low  price.  Were 
we  told  that  ?  Does  anybody  hardly  in 
the  colony  know  it?  I  think  not.  I  there- 
fore say  that,  on  that  ground  alone,  the  poor 
of  New  Zealand  have  a  great  claim  upon 
this  House.  But  they  have  a  further  claim, 
which  I  represented  the  other  night.  They 
cannot  go  to  other  lands  to  obtain  work.  They 
oannot  go,  for  instance,  to  Australia,  when  they 
have  wives  and  families,  because  the  cost  of 
passage  is  so  heavy.  That  is  an  additional 
claim  on  their  behalf  for  consideration  at  the 
bands  of  the  House.  Flight  is  with  them  an 
impossibility.  To  me  it  seems  that  their  posi- 
tion is  one  of  slavery.  You  may  put  it  as  you 
like.  They  are  on  an  estate  from  which  they 
cannot  move.  They  have  no  power  to  escape, 
if  they  are  poor.  They  have  no  lands  of  their 
own  to  go  upon,  because  you  unfairly  give  them 
to  the  rich,  or  to  friends  ;  no  lands  are  offered  to 
them  on  fair  and  reasonable  terms.  There  is  no 
proper  system  at  the  present  time  under  which 
the  poor  may  obtain  land.  What  hope,  there- 
lore,  is  there  for  them  ?  No  such  hope  as  they 
vrould  have  in  any  other  country.  If  they  were 
Australian  colonists  it  would  be  different.  Even 
if  they  were  in  Europe  there  would  be  a  better 
chance  for  them ;  for  in  Europe,  bod  as  is  the 
condition  of  the  poor  there,  their  position  would 
be  better  than  it  is  likely  to  be  here  for  some 
years  to  come.  We  hear  of  Ireland.  But  Ire- 
land was  never  threatened  with  such  distress 
as  we  are  here  threatened  with,  except  in  the 
time  of  famine;  and  Ireland  never  had  a  larger 
.  non-resident  proprietary  than  New  Zealand  has 
at  the  present  time.  I  do  not  know  whether 
the  honourable  member  for  Timaru  has  had 
his  return  printed  yet,  so  that  we  can  all  get  at 
it ;  but  from  what  I  hear  of  that  return  I  am 
sure  that  it  shows  New  Zealand  in  a  worse 


aspect  than  Ireland  ever  occupied.    Then,  we 

have  an  enormous  debt  which  oppresses  the 
poor  of  this  country — something  unknown  else- 
where in  proportion  to  tlie  population.  How  is 
it  possible  that  they  can  discharge  that  without 
great  suffering  ?  I  ask  honourable  gentlemen 
to  look  into  the  figures.  I  will  not  trouble  the 
House  with  details.  But  let  them  ascertain 
what  the  labouring  population  have  to  pay, 
and  see  if  it  is  not  enough  to  press  any  man 
down.  And  what  must  be  the  mortification  to 
them  to  know  that  the  money  which  has  been 
spent,  and  from  which  they  only  got  the  return 
of  work  for  the  time  being,  has  mainly  had 
the  effect  of  giving  an  increased  value  to  the 
lands  of  a  few — too  often  unfairly  taken.  The 
masses  have  to  pay  the  interest ;  the  few  get 
the  benefit  of  the  expenditure.  Yet,  knowing 
of  the  distress  of  the  poor,  this  House  has 
not  yet  passed  a  single  day  in  considering 
the  position  of  the  people.  I  say  that  we 
should  insist  on  something  being  immediately 
done  in  this  matter.  Then,  I  will  speak  of 
the  industrial  population.  I  ask  many  of  the 
members  who  are  here  present,  knowing  the 
pledges  many  of  them  gave  that  this  sub- 
ject should  be  taken  into  consideration,  and 
that  something  should  be  done,  how  have  they 
kept  their  pledges  ?  What  has  been  done  during 
the  session  ?  Has  any  voice  been  raised  to  in- 
sist upon  the  promised  step  being  taken  in  this 
matter?  What  is  the  position  of  those  who 
have  not  fulfilled  their  promises  ?  They  may 
say  that  the  Premier  is  the  cause,  because  it 
is  with  him  that  the  matter  should  have 
originated,  and  that,  by  preventing  the  finan- 
cial debate  from  coming  forward  for  such  a 
length  of  time,  he  has  cut  off  all  opportunity, 
all  power  of  our  calling  attention  to  the  matter. 
But,  I  may  ask,  why  have  these  members  con- 
stantly followed  the  Premier,  instead  of  insist- 
ing upon  his  doing  his  duty  ?  Will  they,  to- 
night, agree  to  the  motion  I  have  submitted  to 
them,  and  force  from  the  Premier  that  attention 
to  the  subject  which  it  is  his  duty  to  give  to  it? 
Is  it  much  to  ask  him  to  allow  us  to  consider 
this  important  matter?  The  whole  matter 
could  be  settled  in  a  day  or  two.  It  is  the  ques- 
tion above  all  others  which  we  ar^  bound  to 
consider.  I  ask  for  no  complete  revision  of 
the  tariff.  I  believe  there  are  two  or  three 
things  that  we  might  do  that  would  have  a  good 
effect  in  relieving  the  distress,  if  duo  considerob- 
tion  were  given  to  the  matter.  Now,  I  say  this  : 
A  great  fall  in  wages  is  likely  to  take  place. 
There  is  no  doubt  that  the  passing  of  this  Boil- 
way  Bill  that  is  to  come  on  will  greatly  tend 
to  bring  that  about.  I  feel  certain  that  tlie 
meaning  of  introducing  three  people,  indepen- 
dent persons,  into  the  Kailway  Department,  and 
putting  them  at  tho  hood  of  the  department  to 
do  exactly  as  they  please,  is  to  do  nothing  more 
or  less  than  what  is  commonly  called  to  put 
a  buffer  between  the  Government  and  the  pub- 
lic. That  is  the  manner  in  which  it  is  spoken  of 
by  those  who  understand  the  question  and  know 
what  is  to  be  done — that  the  Government  will 
relieve  themselves  from  a  certain  amount  of  un- 
popularity by  letting  the  odium  fall  upon  other 
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persons.  They  will  give  up  to  careless  people 
the  consicleration  of  the  wants  and  ciicum- 
stances  of  those  who  have  the  greatest  possible 
claim  upon  the  care — I  would  say  upon  the 
loving  care — of  the  Government.  I  cannot,  in 
my  own  mind,  bolievo  that,  at  a  time  of  di£fi- 
oulty,  a  really  loving  parent  would  relinquish  his 
authority,  would  escape  from  the  duty  of  doing 
that  which  is  right,  simply  to  avoid  the  unplea- 
santness, perhaps  the  temporary  unpopularity, 
which  would  follow  from  the  reductions  which 
are  really  necessary,  forgetting  that,  if  justice 
were  done  and  only  unnecessary  excrescences 
were  touched,  a  few  months  would  restore  not 
only  popularity  but  also  a  feeling  of  admiration 
and  reward  for  the  man  who  had  not  hesitated 
to  do  his  duty,  and  had  done  it  with  fairness 
and  ability,  and  in  a  manner  which  redounded  to 
the  welfare  of  the  whole  community.  I  believe 
that  a  statesman  really  desirous  of  doing  his 
duty  would  accept  the  opportunity  of  doing  the 
good  he  might  achieve  by  making  these  neces- 
sary reductions,  and  would  gladly  embrace  the 
opportunity  of  seeing  that  none  were  unneces- 
sarily injured,  and  that  only  what  the  public 
good  required  was  done.  I  could  not  conceive 
tiiat  he  would  think  it  an  unenviable  task,  and 
that  he  would,  at  such  a  moment,  desire  to 
put  it  in  the  hands  of  strangers  who  would  care 
little  for  the  inhabitants  of  New  Zealand,  nor 
have  their  interests  at  heart,  but  whose  sole 
object  would  be  to  make  money  out  of  them. 
I  cannot  believe — and  I  have  considered  that 
subject— that  the  example  of  other  colonies 
should  influence  us  in  this  respect,  because  in 
New  Zealand  none  of  the  difficulties  with  re- 
gard to  our  railways  have  yet  arisen  which 
have  occurred  in  other  colonies.  There  has 
been  perfect  freedom  from  accident  of  any  kind. 
There  has  been  on  admirable  management  of 
railway  affairs.  The  only  complaint  has  been 
as  to  the  tariff  imposed,  and  the  unwise  regula- 
tions made  in  reference  to  that.  But  there 
has  been  no  complaint  of  mismanagement 
such  as  required  so  drastic  a  change  as  is  pro- 
posed, and  I  think  the  House  would  do  well  to 
consider  this  point,  if  the  Premier  will  allow  us 
to  take  the  whole  of  these  questions  into  con- 
sideration. Now,  passing  to  another  point 
connected  with  this,  I  would  say  that  there  is 
no  hope  for  the  poor  in  Now  Zealand  getting 
either  remedies  or  redress  unless  tliis  Parlia- 
ment does  it,  because  I  defy  any  Government 
during  the  recess  to  carry  out  instantly  mea- 
sures that  may  be  necessary.  It  requires  that 
the  Parliament  should  be  sitting  at  the  time 
that  the  difficulties  are  considered,  and  in 
that  way  instant  relief  might  be  given  in  any 
direction  that  the  Premier  thinks  proper.  It 
requires  that  he  should  have  advisers  and 
assistant  Committees  sitting  upon  these  differ- 
ent subjects;  and  I  say,  let  us  now,  or  the 
next  day,  when  the  Premier  has  got  his  imprest 
supply,  deliberate  upon  this  matter,  and  form 
such  Committees  —  a  Committee  to  consider 
each  interest — three  great  Committees  to  con- 
sider the  three  interests  I  have  spoken  of. 
Let  the  Committee  make  recommendations, 
and  let  us  pass  resolutions,  assuring  all  tlie 
Sir  O.  Qrey 


necessary  sums  of  money  for  the  carrying- 
out  of  any  recommendations  they  may  make. 
That  might  be  done  at  once ;  and  why  not  ? 
What  reason  is  thero  to  the  contrary  ?  Is  it 
necessary  that  we  should  spend  days  upon 
the  Representation  Bill,  which,  after  all,  is  not 
to  come  into  force  for  three  years — is  it  neces- 
sary that  we  should  do  that,  whilst  at  our 
doors  lies  so  much  of  misery,  of  distress,  of 
anxiety  of  heart,  of  hopelessness  for  the  future  ? 
I  say  it  is  absurd  to  waste  the  energies  of  this 
Parliament,  keeping  us  night  aiter  night 
upon  a  question  which  does  not  concern  ug 
for  three  years  to  come ;  and  yet  that  theta 
should  be  misery,  poverty,  uncertainty,  and 
distress  in  every  part  of  New  Zealand  which 
we  are  not  permitted  to  consider  or  assuage, 
and  that,  whilst  there  are  in  this  House  the 
talent,  the  energy,  the  will,  to  deal  with 
these  questions  at  once,  nothing  of  the  kind 
should  bo  done.  I  could  continue  for  a 
great  length  of  time  to  urge  this  question 
upon  the  House ;  but  the  House  is  too  greatly 
exhausted  by  its  previous  labours  now  to  attend 
to  it,  although  I  apprehend  that  they  might 
vote,  as  I  believe  they  will,  in  the  direction  of 
the  recommendations  I  have  made  for  their 
consideration.  I  will  now  leave  it  to  othen 
to  treat  of  the  subject  more  at  large,  and  I  am 
confident,  if  they  discharge  the  feelings  of  their 
hearts,  there  will  be  some  who  will  speak  and 
who  will  raise  their  voices  in  favour  of  the  mo- 
tion I  have  made.  If  I  speak  alone  I  cannot 
help  it; — at  least  it  will  be  seen  that  the  taunt 
made  the  other  night  by  the  Premier  to  myself, 
that  I  had  made  no  effort  to  relieve  the  work- 
ing population  of  the  country,  was  not  justified. 
I  have  done  all  I  possibly  could  do  to  rouse 
attention  to  it,  and  on  me  no  greater  blame  lies 
than  this — I  hardly  know  wlicther  it  is  blame 
at  all  or  not,  but  no  greater  blame  will  lie 
than  this :  that  I  have  not  strength  sufficient 
now,  or  energy  sufficient,  to  argue  out  this 
question  as  I  might  have  done  had  it  not 
been  for  my  fear  of  causing  embarrassment 
by  trying  to  lead  others  to  agree  to  support 
me  before  I  came  into  the  House,  and  thus 
causing  unnecessary  delay  and  working,  as  it 
were,  against  authority.  My  unwillingness  to 
take  that  step  might  have  led  me  to  stand  in 
a  less  forcible  position  than  I  might  have  occu- 
pied. Yet  I  still  rely  upon  the  love  of  their 
country  which  is  in  the  heart  of  honourable 
members ;  I  rely  upon  the  promises  they  made 
to  their  constituents  ;  I  rely  upon  theirteelings 
that  they  ought  to  do  something  at  such  a  time 
and  in  on  emergency  such  as  this ;  I  rely  upon 
their  knowledge  of  their  duty  to  their  fellow- 
men  generally ;  I  rely  upon  all  these  things, 
that  yet  some  voice  will  be  raised  in  support 
of  the  appeal  I  make,  and  that  perhaps  the 
Government  itself  might  yield  to  my  request, 
or  that,  if  it  does  not,  there  may  be  yet  found 
a  band  sufficiently  strong  to  force  and  compel 
them  to  do  their  duty. 

Major  ATKINSON.— Sir,  I  would  only  just 
say,  with  regard  to  the  honourable  gentleman's 
speech,  that  all  these  matters  are  exercising 
the  attention  of  the  Government  and  of  this 
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Honse.  In  fact,  the  whole  leoson  for  this 
session  has  been  to  relieve  the  country  of  its 
distress  ;  and  we  are  taking  the  first  steps,  in  a 
practical  form,  to  give  eSecb  to  the  proposals 
vhich  the  honourable  gentleman  is  making. 
That  is  the  actual  and  real  position. 

A«  Hon.  Me3[bkr. — Whicn  is  the  first  step  ? 

Major  ATKINSON.— The  first  step  is  re- 
trenchment, in  the  opinion  of  the  Government, 
and  in  the  opinion  of  the  House.  I  do  not 
propose  to  make  a  long  debate  of  this.  I  do 
not  think  that  any  good  would  come  of  it. 
But  I  say  this :  that  these  matters  are  as  near 
to  the  heart  of  the  Government  as  they  are  to 
that  of  the  honourable  gentleman,  and  that  the 
Government,  to  the  best  of  their  knowledge 
and  ability,  are  taking  the  most  effectual  steps 
to  restore  prosperity  to  this  colony.  If  the 
honourable  gentleman  can  suggest  any  practi- 
cal means  to  the  Government,  in  addition  to 
what  they  are  doing,  we  shall  be  very  glad  to 
consider  them.  But  we  claim  that  we  must 
exercise  our  own  judgment  in  doing  what  we 
think  right.  We  cannot  adopt  measures  which 
we  think  would  not  be  effectual.  We  must 
adopt  those  which  we  believe  will  give  effect 
to  what  we  desire,  and  to  what  the  honour- 
able gentleman  desires — that  is,  the  prosperity 
of  the  country.  And,  Sir,  I  submit  that  the 
Hoose  is  doing  its  utmost.  Why  I  object 
to  the  honourable  gentleman  bringing  the  mo- 
tion on  at  the  present  time  is  that  it  seemed 
clear  to  me  that  this  is  not  the  opportunity 
for  a  general  discussion  of  this  nature.  The 
Honse  never  does  discuss  great  questions  upon 
such  a  question  as  going  into  Committee  of 
Supply  upon  an  occasion  of  this  kind.  Within 
a  few  days  we  shall  require  to  go  into  Com- 
mittee of  Supply,  and  the  honourable  gentle- 
man will  have  an  opportunity  of  bringing 
forward  any  resolution  he  likes.  "  The  whole 
question  can  be  settled  by  consideration  in  two 
or  three  days."  Those  are  his  words.  If  he 
thinks  that,  we  shall  have  more  than  two  or 
three  days  to  consider  the  financial  position ; 
and  I  say  that  every  member  of  the  House— 
and  I  speak  this  with  the  utmost  confidence — 
that  every  member  of  this  House  is  bent  upon 
doing  his  utmost  to  restore  prosperity  to  every 
class  of  people.  As  I  said,  we  may  differ  as  to 
the  means ;  but  there  is  no  help  for  that.  We 
must  pursue  the  course  that  we  think  right 
and  proper;  and  I  submit,  further,  that  we 
ought  to  give  one  another  credit  for  our  mo- 
tives, and  not  be  accusing  each  other  of  trying 
to  do  wrong  acts. 

Mr.  FISH. — I  do  not  intend  to  endeavour  in 
any  shape  or  form  to  prolong  this  debate,  be- 
cause I  agree  with  the  Premier  that  at  the 
present  time  it  is  quite  inopportune;  and  I 
would  suggest  to  my  honourable  friend  the 
member  for  Auckland  Central  that  he  should 
take  another  opportunity  for  discussing  the 
very  important  question  he  has  brought  up. 
I  would  point  out  to  the  honourable  member, 
aUo,  that  it  is  hardly  fair  to  the  House  that 
he  should  bring  a  question  of  so  much  import- 
ance before  it  when  he  has  given  no  previous 
intimation  to  his  friends  that  such  a  question 


was  going  to  he  brought  up.  We  can  hardly 
expect  that  a  matter  of  this  kind  can  be  dis- 
cussed, even  by  those  who  most  earnestly 
think  with  the  honourable  gentleman,  unless 
he  pays  them  the  compliment  or  the  courtesy 
of  letting  them  know  he  is  going  to  have  the 
question  discussed.  I  therefore  trust  that  the 
honourable  gentleman  will  be  content,  in  the 
meantime,  with  what  he  has  said,  and  that  he 
will  let  us  proceed  with  the  business. 

Dr.  PITCHETT.— I  should  like  to  say  just 
one  word  about  this.  This  is  my  first  session 
in  Parliament,  and  the  procedure  of  the  House 
has  struck  me  with  a  certain  sense  of  strange- 
ness and  astonishment.  It  seems  a  curiously 
complete  contrivance  to  prevent  anybody  doing 
anything.  I  fear  that, in  time  I  shall  get  used 
to  it,  but  at  present  I  suficr  under  it.  I  have 
very  great  sympathy  with  the  amendment 
which  the  honourable  member  for  Auckland 
Central  has  moved.  Of  course  I  accept  the 
Premier's  assurance  that  he  and  his  Ministers 
are  devoted  heart  and  soul  to  restoring  pro- 
sperity to  the  colony ;  but  it  would  appear  that 
he  considers  the  first  essential  to  the  attain- 
ment of  that  end  is  his  secure  possession  of 
the  Treasury  benches,  and  he  is  so  careful  to 
secure  that  that  everything  else  melts  into  the 
dim  vista  of  the  future.  Whatever  comes  up 
or  whatever  is  wanted  to  be  brought  up  of  a 
practical  nature  is  to  be  considered  during  the 
recess  or  in  the  future.  The  result  of  all  this 
is  that,  during  the  whole  of  this  session,  I 
venture  to  say,  we  have  not  done  one  thing  in 
any  way  tending  to  restore  prosperity  to  New 
Zealand.  I  am  very  sorry  that  it  is  inoppor- 
tune to  discuss  this  question  raised  by  the 
honourable  member  for  Auckland  Central,  The 
curse  of  party  government  seems  to  blight 
every  effort  made  by  any  one  in  this  Honse  to 
do  anything  practical  to  remedy  the  very  great 
evils  under  which  the  colony  is  now  suffering. 

Mr.  TURNBUIiL.— I  am  sorry,  for  one  thin^, 
that  the  honourable  member  has  brought  this 
forward,  because,  after  the  meeting  that  took 
place  this  afternoon,  honourable  gentlemen 
who  attended  it  are  bound  not  to  offer  any 
opposition  to  the  House  going  into  Committee 
of  Supply.  I  should  very  much  like  to  sup- 
port the  honourable  gentleman's  motion,  but 
my  hands  are  completely  tied.  It  would  not  do 
for  honourable  members  who  make  arrange- 
ments to  run  from  them,  and  it  was  decided 
that  the  Government  should  have  supply  with- 
out debate.  I  therefore  just  state  the  reason 
why  I  shall  not  debate  this  subject. 

Mr.  W.  D.  STEWART.— I  do  not  wish  to  say 
anything  beyond  this :  that  in  a  letter  I  received 
from  Dunedin  yesterday  the  statement  is  made 
that  there  are  very  pronounced  evidences  of 
distress  there,  to  such  an  extent  that  those  per- 
sons who  can  leave  are  leaving  for  Melbourne. 
Wo  find  that  artisans  and  workmen,  afraid  of 
starving  in  the  colony,  are  leaving  it ;  and  I 
do  implore  the  Government  to  give,  as  I  have 
no  doubt  they  will  give,  this  matter  very 
immediate  attention.  There  is  very  decided 
necessity  throughout  the  colony  for  some  mode 
of  administration  or  reform  which  will  bring 
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about  prosperity,  which  we  all  so  sincerely  de- 
sire, but  which  none  of  us  seem  able  to  accom- 
plish. 

Mr.  TAIWHANGA.  — I  wish  to  say  a  few 
words  to  defend  ourselves  from  the  honourable 
member  for  Kumara  for  supporting  the  Oo- 
vemment.  I  do  not  think  we  are  ashamed  of 
doing  that,  because  the  Govemment  agreed  to 
leave  our  number  the  same  as  it  was  before ;  and 
therefore,  consequently,  we  shall  vote  for  the 
Government.  The  people  in  my  part  of  the  Is- 
land sent  me  here  in  the  interests  of  the  Maori 
people,  not  in  the  interests  of  the  honourable 
member  for  Kumara.  The  whole  four  of  us 
were  returned  in  the  interests  of  the  Maoris.  I 
have  two  Bills  here  in  the  Maoris'  interests, 
and,  if  the  honourable  member  for  Kumara  can 
force  them  through  to  become  law,  I  shall  say 
he  is  a  very  good  man ;  but  of  course  we  know 
that  he  only  wants  to  support  his  own  ideas. 
Therefore,  as  1  said  before,  whether  this  Gu- 
vemment  or  that  give  us  good  laws  for  the 
Maoris,  I  will  support  them.  I  do  not  care 
which  side  it  is.  But,  then,  the  Premier  pro- 
mised that  he  would  leave  us  the  whole  four, 
and  that  is  the  reason  we  stood  by  him. 

Motion  for  adjournment  negatived. 

Mr.  MOSS. — At  the  request  of  the  honour- 
able member  for  Auckland  Central,  I  beg  to 
move,  That  the  debate  be  adjourned.  This  is  a 
subject  on  which  we  feel  very  strongly,  but  I  do 
not  wish  to  say  anything  to-night,  because  it 
would  have  the  appearance  of  interrupting 
Supply. 

Mr.E.  EICHARDSON.— What  would  be  the 
effect,  Sir,  of  the  adjournment  of  the  debate  ? 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— That  jon  would  not  go  into 
Committee  of  Supply  to-mght. 

Mr.  MOSS. — Perhaps  the  better  coarse  would 
be  to  move  the  adjournment  of  tho  House,  on 
the  understanding  that  it  may  bo  negatived. 
It  is  right  that  the  honourable  member  for 
Auckland  Central  should  have  the  opportunity 
of  speaking  in  reply  on  the  important  question 
he  has  raised ;  but  ho  does  not  wish  to  obstruct 
going  into  Committee  of  Supply.  The  honour- 
able gentleman  tells  us  he  could  not  have  any 
other  opportunity  of  bringing  it  forward;  and  I 
think  he  has  really  great  claims  upon  the  Go- 
vernment. There  is  no  doubt  about  that.  The 
Government  have  been  treated  very  generously, 
and  wore  allowed  an  adjournment  of  three 
weeks  to  prepare  their  policy.  I  do  not  think 
the  policy  they  framed  at  all  approaches  com- 
pleteness in  any  shape  or  way.  I  can  only  say 
that  the  admirable  frankness  of  the  honourable 
member  for  the  Korthern  Maori  District  might 
very  well  bo  emulated  by  all  of  us.  He  has 
told  us  very  plainly  the  arrangement  he  made 
with  tho  Government  which  has  secured  the 
support  of  tlie  four  Maori  members  ;  and  if  the 
secrets  of  the  prison-house  were  all  disclosed  in 
the  same  way  it  would  be  a  great  advantage. 
I  do  not  wish  to  say  anything  further  to-night, 
as  it  might  have  the  appearance  of  obstructing 
going  into  Committee  of  Supply.  I  have  no 
desire  to  do  that,  but  simply  move,  That  the 
debate  be  adjourned. 

Mr.  LEVESTAM.— I  think  it  is  a  great  pity 
Mr.  W.  D.  Stewart 


that  honourable  members  should  waste  tima 
now.  There  will  be  another  opportunity  when- 
ever there  is  a  motion  made  for  going  into  Com- 
mittee of  Supply. 

Motion  for  the  adjournment  of  the  detwte 
negatived. 

Sir  G.  GREY. — I  now  move  the  adjoanunent 
of  the  House. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— The  honourable  gentleman 
cannot  move  it,  as  he  has  already  spoken. 

Mr.  GOLDIE. — I  move  the  adjournment  of 
the  House. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— This  motion  is  in  order, 
and  will  enable  the  member  for  Auckland  Cen- 
tral to  speak  to  the  question. 

Sir  G.  GREY. — Sir,  I  simply  wish  to  make  a 
few  observations.  It  must  be  patent  to  honour- 
able members  that  I  had  no  other  opportunity 
of  bringing  this  matter  forward  this  session, 
because  I  feel  perfectly  sure,  from  what  I  have 
seen  of  the  tactics  pursued  in  the  House,  that, 
when  I  should  attempt  to  move  that  the 
Speaker  do  leave  the  chair,  some  one  else 
would  jump  up  and  move  something  first, 
and  prevent  mo  from  having  any  chance  ot 
bringing  a  motion  forward.  In  several  ses- 
sions I  have  tried  to  bring  matters  forward  on 
the  motion  for  going  into  Committee  of  Supply, 
but  my  attempts  have  never  succeeded.  There 
are  various  obstacles,  which  I  need  not  allude 
to,  and  various  arrangemente  are  made  which 
prevent  on  honourable  member  under  such  cix- 
cumstonces  from  bringing  a  motion  forward. 
The  plan  I  have  now  pursued  is  the  only  way  in 
which  I  could  gain  my  end.  I  leave  it  to  the 
House  to  say  whether  what  I  ask  is  not  some- 
thing different  from  what  the  Premier  has  done 
with  regard  to  considering  the  circumstances 
of  the  country.  He  has  brought  forward  a 
Representation  Bill  which  is  certain,  from  its 
obnoxious  features,  to  provoke  much  resistance, 
and  prevent  us  from  giving  time  to  the  con- 
sideration of  what  are  the  real  interests  of  the 
country.  The  Government  had  a  right  to  par- 
sue  their  own  line  of  policy,  and  did  pursue  it. 
Every  candid  man  will  admit  that  I  had  no 
other  opportunity  afforded  me  than  that  which 
I  have  taken  to-night,  nor  was  I  likely  to  have 
any  other.  Unfortunately,  it  appears  that  ar- 
rangements have  been  made  which  prevent 
honourable  gentlemen  from  assisting  me,  and 
I  cannot  think  any  arrangement  should  be  made 
which  would  interfere  with  a  debate  of  this 
kind.  When  I  made  this  motion,  such  a  thing 
could  have  been  in  no  one's  contemplation. 
I  put  it  to  the  Premier  to  drop  for  a  time  this 
motion  of  mine,  and  take  the  debate  on  the 
Imprest  Supply  Bill  at  once,  resuming  the 
debate  on  my  motion  at  any  time  he  might 
fix.  I  think  I  released  every  individual  from 
any  promise  he  might  have  made ;  because 
the  Premier  had  a  fair  offer  made  to  him 
and  he  certainly  declined  to  accept  it,  in  the 
presence  of  the  House.  I  say  Uiat  no  fair 
consideration  of  the  condition  of  tho  people  of 
New  Zealand  has  taken  place.  Will  any  one 
say  that  reducing  the  Governor's  salary  to  a 
trifling  extent  was  relieving  the  people  of  New 
Zealand  from  their  present  state  of  misery? 
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And  it  is  only  three  years  hence  that  BiU  is  to 
take  effect  I  Wilt  any  one  say  that  a  trifling 
redaction  of  the  honoiarium  will  relieve  the 
popalation  from  the  great  distress  that  presses 
upon  them  ? 

Mr.  MONK. — It  is  a  commencement. 

Sir  O.  GREY.— The  honourable  gentleman 
is  always  fertile  with  excuses  for  the  present 
Government.  I  say  it  would  be  better  for 
him  to  recollect  what  his  constituents  were  led 
to  expect.  We  are  told  that  the  reduction  of 
the  honorarium  to  this  trifling  extent  is  "  a 
commencement "  in  taking  the  misery  off  the 
shoulders  of  the  people ;  and  this  triflo  from 
the  Governor's  salary,  and  this  trifling  reduction 
of  the  Ministers'  salaries  !  Here  is  the  work  of 
k  session,  while  there  is  a  suffering  population 
on  every  side,  extending  over  hundreds  of  miles 
in  every  direction.  Was  that  what  they  were 
led  to  expect  1  Was  that  what  was  to  restore 
Kew  Zealand  to  prosperity  ?  Was  that  a  suffi- 
cient atonement  for  taking  away  2,500,000  acres 
of  land  from  the  people,  burdening  the  country 
by  the  loss  of  a  territory,  and  making  large 
numbersof  its  population  beggars  for  the  future? 
Tills  is  what  has  been  achieved  1  And  I  ask 
honourable  members  if  we  have  been  taken 
into  consultation  as  to  how  reductions  were  to 
be  carried  out.  Is  there  time  left  now  ?  I  say 
the  only  chance  left  is  to  form  Committees 
forthwith  on  various  branches  of  the  public 
expenditure,  and  let  them  bring  up  recom- 
mendations. Is  it  not  enough  to  grieve  a  man's 
soul  to  be  told,  "  Do  allow  the  business  of 
the  country  to  go  on ;  let  me  pray  you  not  to 
stop  it ;"  whilst  he  ic  trying  to  raise  a  spark 
of  pity  for  people  who  are  suffering  all  over 
the  country?  I  am  told  that  I  might  delay 
the  business  of  the  country,  and  that  therefore  I 
cannot  have  my  motion  considered.  If  the  Pre- 
mier had  accepted  my  suggestion  the  Imprest 
Supply  BiU  might  have  been  passed,  and  this 
debate  might  have  been  taken  at  another  time. 
What  evU  spirit  can  have  got  into  the  Premier's 
mind  to  prevent  him  acceding  to  the  request, 
which,  I  submit,  I  put  to  him  in  a  most  re- 
spectful manner  7  And  that,  then,  I  should  be 
told  I  used  a  threat  I  Is  that  the  way  one  is  to 
be  encouraged  to  fight  against  injustice  done 
to  a  large  and  snSering  population?  I  think 
not.  The  debate  can  be  raised  in  another  way 
hereafter  by  some  other  amendment  or  change  ; 
but  I  do  hope  honourable  gentlemen  will  speak 
out  this  night,  and  that  some  other  voice  beside 
my  own  will  be  raised  :  and  I  hope  I  shall  not 
sit  down  with  the  melancholy  reflection  that, 
having  one  chance  of  bringing  this  matter  for- 
ward, they  allowed  me  to  sit  down  unaided  and 
alone,  hopeless  and  miserable  at  the  thought 
that  I  can  do  no  more  to  help  my  suffering  coun- 
trymen. And,  then,  I  shall  have  the  taunt  re- 
peated that  I  have  done  nothing  for  the  people 
of  New  Zealand  1  I  care  not ;  but  all  I  will 
say  is  that  it  is  as  hard  a  fate  as  ever  man  had 
to  meet  on  this  earth. 

Mr.  LEYESTAM.— I  can  assure  the  honour- 
able member  for  Auckland  Central  that  he  shall 
not  stand  alone  in  this  matter.  We  oannot 
help  him  now,  beoaase  we  are  pledged,  as  it 


were,  to  allow  the  Government  to  get  supply, 
and,  if  we  go  on  with  this  debate  now,  the  Go- 
vernment cannot  get  supply  to-night.  The 
honourable  member  will  have  another  oppor- 
tunity of  bringing  on  his  motion,  on  the  next 
occasion  of  moving  for  Committee  of  Supply ; 
and  I  can  assure  him  that  not  only  myself  but 
many  other  members  of  this  House  will  assist 
him  most  willingly. 

Mr.  BLAKE. — I  also  can  assure  the  honour- 
able gentleman  that  he  will  find  me  assisting 
him  when  he  has  another  opportunity  of  bring- 
ing the  matter  forward.  I  will  be  more  true  to 
my  promise  than  some  honourable  gentlemen 
on  the  other  side  of  the  House.  I  promise  the 
honourable  gentleman  that  I  wiU  assist  him 
to  my  utmost ;  and  I  will  stick  to  that  pro- 
mise. 

Mr.  MONK. — I  must  make  one  or  two  re- 
marks in  reply  to  the  honourable  member  for 
Auckland  Central.  That  honourable  gentle- 
man, by  his  talents,  his  position  in  the  colony, 
and  his  age,  commands  from  me  nothing  hut 
the  very  highest  respect ;  but  I  must  say  that 
I  hardly  expected  an  honourable  gentleman  of 
his  position  to  charge  honourable  members 
with  breakiug  their  election-pledges,  without 
being  able  to  show  in  the  least  how  they  had 
done  so.  I  defy  the  honourable  gentleman  to 
show  a  single  instance  of  any  kind  wherein  I 
have  forgotten  the  pledges  I  gave  my  con- 
stituents. I  came  here  to  try  to  do  my  best  for 
the  colony  by  insisting  on  retrenchment.  I 
came  hero  to  do  my  very  best  for  those  for 
whom  the  honourable  gentleman  has  pleaded 
to-night.  The  honourable  gentlemen,  the 
Ministers  on  those  benches,  have  given  pledges 
that  they  will  accomplish  certain  retrench- 
ments, and  I  contend  it  is  my  duty  religiously 
to  maintain  them  in  the  position  they  occupy, 
in  order  that  they  may  have  a  reasonable  time 
in  which  to  show  to  the  country  how  far  they 
are  sincere  or  not  in  their  promise  to  carry  ont 
those  pledges ;  and  I  think  in  assisting  to  keep 
them  in  that  position  I  am  doing  my  very  best 
to  bring  about  those  results  for  which  the 
honourable  member  for  Auckland  Central  has 
pleaded  this  evening.  If  there  is  any  man  in 
this  House  working  and  striving  in  the  inter- 
ests of  the  artisans  and  working-men  of  this 
country  it  is  myself  ;  I  can  thoroughly  and 
conscientiously  assort  that.  Sir,  my  political 
career  is  short,  and  it  may  soon  close,  even 
while  in  its  swaddling-clothes ;  but,  at  any  rate, 
it  is  without  the  stain  implied  by  the  taunt  of 
the  honourable  member  for  Auckland  Central, 
and  I  defy  the  honourable  member  or  any 
other  honourable  member  to  prove  one  single 
instance  of  my  having  broken  a  pledge  I  gave 
to  my  constituents.  Every  pledge  I  have  given 
I  have  fairly  and  sincerely  kept.  I  have  pledged 
myself  to  the  present  Ministry ;  but  the  moment 
they  show  they  are  unfaithful  to  the  pledges 
they  have  given  to  this  House,  and  are  no  longer 
worthy  of  my  tmst,  then  I  shall  stand  up  and 
vote  against  them.  I  wish  to  avoid  saying 
anything  that  would  be  unpleasant.  I  do  not 
want  to  disturb  the  good-feeling  of  this  Honsa 
by  leoiting  taj  of  the  many  grievanoea  that 
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have  been  heaped  upon  me  as  a  citizen  of  the 
colony  by  the  administration  of  the  last  few 
years,  but  I  think  I  could  fling  out  an  apple 
of  discord  if  I  mentioned  a  few  of  those  political 
measures  that,  because  of  the  evils  they  have 
inflicted  on  the  colony,  arc  now  rankling  in  my 
breast.  But,  Sir,  I  am  not  going  to  sit  in  this 
hall  and  silently  listen  to  charges  that  I  have 
broken  pledges  I  have  given  my  constituents. 
The  honourable  member  for  Auckland  Central 
has  complained  that  a  large  area  of  land  has 
been  given  to  land-monopolists  by  the  present 
Government,  and  that  I  am  fertile  in  finding 
excuses  for  them.  I  am  as  strongly  opposed 
to  land-monopoly  as  any  honourable  member 
could  possibly  be,  and  on  every  occasion  on 
which  that  subject  has  been  brought  before  the 
House  I  have  voted  against  the  proposals  that 
have  been  made  in  regard  to  it.  I  shall  pro- 
bably continue  so  to  do.  I  refer  to  the  Midland 
Bailway.  But  what  has  been  done  in  regard 
to  that  question  is  not  the  work  of  the  present 
Ministry.  It  is  a  legacy  left  to  them  by  those 
who  preceded  them,  and  they  have  shown  their 
conscientiousness  in  regard  to  it  by  doing  their 
very  best  in  the  interests  of  the  colony :  they 
are  performing  a  very  disagreeable  task,  thrown 
on  them  by  their  predecessors,  and  they  have 
taken  away  much  of  the  venom  that  was  lurking 
in  that  measure,  by  making  it  more  favourable 
to  the  country  than  it  was  before  it  came  into 
their  hands.  I  am  afraid  that  if  we  were  to 
follow  too  closely  the  suggestion  made  by  the 
honourable  member  for  Auckland  Central  it 
would  plunge  the  affairs  of  the  country  into 
confusion,  by  again  placing  them  in  the  control 
of  those  who  have  left  such  a  hard  task  to  the 
honourable  gentlemen  now  in  office,  and  who, 
we  believe,  would  carry  out  the  great  work  that 
has  to  be  done  in  the  interests  of  the  colony 
in  a  less  efficient  manner  than  the  present 
Ministry  will  do.  I  shall  thank  the  honourable 
member  for  Auckland  Central  if  he  can  show 
one  single  instance  in  which  I  have  been  un- 
faithful to  my  pledges ;  and  if  he  does  so  I  will 
fully  acknowledge  my  wrong.  But  to  be  accused 
wrongly  of  doing  so  I  caimot  possibly  submit 
to.  I  trust  I  shall  be  pardoned  for  occupying 
the  time  of  the  House  for  a  few  minutes.  I 
have  spoken  but  little,  and  I  think  I  have  been 
best  serving  the  interests  of  the  country  by 
maintaining  silence  on  many  occasions  when 
I  could  have  spoken.  I  have  spoken  a  minute 
or  two  now  because  I  feel  that  to  have  kept 
silent  would  have  been  doing  an  injustice  to 
myself  by  allowing  a  grave  charge  to  pass  un- 
noticed. 

Mr.  TAYLOR.  — I  think  the  honourable 
gentleman  who  has  just  spoken  has  been  very 
discourteous  to  the  honourable  member  for 
Auckland  Central.  The  honourable  member 
for  Waitemata  has  owned  that  he  has  pledged 
himself  to  support  the  Government,  right  or 
wrong,  simply  for  the  purpose  of  keeping  one 
nan  out  of  the  Administration. 

Mr.  MONK.— I  did  not  say  so. 
,  Mr.  TAYLOR.— The  honourable  gentleman 
•implied  that,  I  think.   It  is  time  we  had  less  of 
this  preaching  on  the  other  sido  of.  the  House, 
Mr.  Monk 


as  though  all  the  morality  in  the  country  was 
there.  I  think  there  is  as  much  morality 
on  this  side  of  the  House  as  on  the  other.  I 
cannot  understand  any  member  pledging  him- 
self blindfold  to  support  any  Government.  I 
would  not  do  it  if  I  never  set  my  foot  in  the 
House  again.  If  members  have  not  the  courage 
to  vote  according  to  their  opinions  they  are 
not  worth  consideration.  I  think  if  the  honour- 
able member  for  Waitemata,  and  the  honour- 
able member  for  Auckland  West  too,  were  to 
learn  a  little  more  from  the  honourable  member 
for  Auckland  Central  they  would  much  better 
carry  out  the  wishes  of  their  constituents.  We 
have  heard  a  great  deal  about  the  Financial 
Reform  Association  in  Auckland ;  but  do  we  not 
find  now  that  the  influence  of  the  honourable 
member  for  Auckland  Central  is  being  used  by 
the  reidical  members  of  that  Association  ?  I  am 
quite  sure,  if  the  country  had  time  to  listen  to 
the  arguments  of  the  honourable  member  for 
Auckland  Central,  whom  I  regard  as  one  of  the 
greatest  word-pain  ters  in  the  House Honour- 
able members  may  smile,  but  I  should  like  to 
have  that  said  of  myself.  I  do  not  think  the 
honourable  member  for  Waitemata,  who,  I  ad- 
mit, is  great  on  timber,  should  have  spoken  in 
the  way  he  did  of  the  honourable  member  for 
Auckland  Central.  If  tlie  present  Government 
hold  their  seats  another  twelve  months  I  shall 
ask  for  a  return  showing  the  concessions  that 
have  been  made  to  the  timber  industry,  and 
then  we  shall  see  the  honourable  member's  dis- 
interestedness. I  do  trust  we  shall  have  no 
more  of  this  assumption  of  morality,  and  treat- 
ing us  on  this  side  of  the  House  as  if  we  were 
outcasts.  I  thought  the  honourable  gentleman 
had  more  charity — which,  as  we  know,  covers  a 
multitude  of  sins.  I  hope  when  the  honour- 
able gentleman  next  addresses  us  he  will,  at 
any  rate,  not  attack  one  of  the  ablest  men  in 
the  colony  in  the  way  he  has  done  to-night — on 
honourable  gentleman  who  is  doing  his  utmost 
in  the  interests  of  the  working-men  of  the 
colony. 

Motion  for  adjournment  negatived. 

Amendment  negatived. 

Motion  agreed  to,  and  Imprest  Supply  Bill 
read  a  first,  a  second,  and  a  third  time. 

REPRESENTATION  BILL. 

On  the  question.  That  the  consideration  of 
the  amendments  in  the  Representation  Bill  be 
postponed  till  after  the  order  for  Committee  of 
Supply,  • 

Mr.  KERR  said, — My  constituents  will  ex- 
pect me,  when  I  go  to  them,  to  tell  them  what 
retrenchment  the  Government  are  going  to 
make,  and  I  shall  be  only  able  to  tell  them 
that  I  protested  that  the  Government  should 
bring  its  retrenchment  proposals  down.  The 
little  retrenchments  that  have  been  made  in 
my  district  have  raised  the  ire  of  the  public ; 
but  if  I  had  known  what  they  were  going  to  do 
I  could  have  saved  the  Government  a  lot  of 
trouble,  and  put  them  to  no  additional  ex- 
pense. If  I  knew  what  the  Government  were 
going  to  do  I  could  save  the  country  a  good 
deal  of  money,  and  theiefoco  I  hope  and  trust 
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that  the  Government  will,  before  wo  leave  this 
session,  bring  down  their  policy  of  retrench- 
ment, and  let  us  know  what  they  are  going  to 
do.  My  constituents  would  put  blame  upon 
me  if  I  did  not  do  everything  in  my  power  to 
get  the  Premier  to  bring  down  his  retrench- 
ment policy,  so  that  I  could  tell  my  constitu- 
ents what  the  Ministry  mean  and  what  they 
are  doing.  I  do  not  wish  to  take  up  the  time 
of  the  House ;  but  I  do  want  to  say  that  it 
will  save  honourable  members  much  trouble 
if  the  Government  will  only  tell  them  what 
they  ore  going  to  do  in  the  districts  they  repre- 
sent. I,  for  one,  would  do  my  level  best  to  help 
them  with  their  retrenchment.  I  was  pledged 
to  retrenchment;  my  constituents  asked  me  to 
do  all  that  I  could  for  retrenchment.  If  the 
Government  will  tell  me  what  retrenchment  is 
to  go  on  in  my  district  I  will  tell  them  how  to 
do  it,  and  how,  in  making  the  retrenchment, 
they  may  save  trouble  hereafter.  \Vhea  a 
candidate  goes  round,  the  constituents  bind 
you  hard-and-fast  to  go  in  for  retrenchment  in 
every  way  ;  but  when  you  touch  their  toes  they 
are  ready  to  turn  round  and  blame  you  for 
doing  so.  I  wish  to  have  it  placed  on  record 
that  I  have  done  everything  in  my  power  to 
get  the  Government  to  bring  on  the  floor  of 
this  House  their  statement  with  regard  to  the 
retrenchment  they  we/e  making,  at  all  events, 
in  my  district.  I  hope  I  shall  not  be  told  that 
I  am  stonewalling  or  doing  anything  of  that 
sort.  I  have  done  my  duty  as  for  as  in  me  lay, 
and  therefore  I  shall  say  no  more  in  the  mat- 
ter. 

Amendment  negatived,  and  amendments 
made  in  the  Bill  in  Committee  agreed  to. 

Major  ATKINSON.— I  move.  That  the  Bill  be 
now  read  a  third  time. 

Sir  J.  VOGEL.  —  I  shall  not  make  any 
lengthy  remarks.  In  fact,  I  shall  simply 
give  a  few  reasons  which  I  think  quite  suffi- 
cient for  moving.  That  the  Bill  be  read  a  third 
time  this  day  three  months.  I  go,  first,  upon 
the  ground  that  there  is  no  urgency  for  the 
measure,  as  it  is  admitted  by  the  Govern- 
ment that  it  is  not  intended  to  use  it  before 
we  meet  next  session,  and  that  it  is  part  only 
of  the  measures  which  it  is  proposed  to  intro- 
duce next  session.  And,  secondly,  I  protest 
against  the  Bill  because  it  is  evident  from 
what  has  taken  place,  and  from  the  feeling  of 
the  country,  that  the  Bill  as  it  is  proposed  now 
— indeed,  as  introduced,  although  it  escaped 
our  notice — gives  to  the  Government  a  power 
to  the  last  degree  unconstitutional  in  the  way 
of  determining,  when  it  shall  so  please,  that 
the  number  of  representatives  of  the  ooimtry 
shall  be  reduced  by  25  per  cent.  Sir,  on 
these  twofold  grounds  I  ask  the  House  to 
agree  to  postponing  tho  Bill.  I  do  not  grudge 
the  Government  the  triumph  it  has  hod 
during  the  last  two  days:  not.  Sir,  I  think, 
triumphs  in  the  way  of  carrying  the  measure, 
■hut  in  the  influence  it  has  been  able  to  exer- 
cise over  honourable  members  in  the  direction 
of  preventing  tliem  from  expressing  their  opin- 
.jons  on  the  measure.  A  Government  often 
jwssesses,  very  properly  possesses,  a  power,  of 


influencing  the  votes  of  members;  but  when 
that  influence  is  extended  in  the  direction  of 
being  able  to  prevent  members  from  express- 
ing their  opinions,  of  being  able,  in  fact,  to 
order  them  out  of  the  House  when  it  is  not  de- 
sired they  should  listen  to  a  speaker,  it  appears 
to  mo  that  such  influence  is  of  great  danger. 
Putting  that  on  one  side,  leaving  honourable 
members  to  answer  to  their  own  consciences, 
as  they  must,  one  time  or  another,  how  they 
allowed  this  Bill  to  pass  as  they  have  done,  how 
they  allowed  the  arguments  against  it  to  pass 
without  any  answer  or  rejoinder,  I  go  back  to  the 
fact  that  this  measure  is  not  of  such  urgency 
that  at  this  period  of  the  session  we  ought  to 
hurry  it  through.  It  is  not,  I  say,  of  an  ur- 
gency to  make  it  necessary  that  it  should  be 
passed  this  session ;  and  we  emphasized  that 
many  timesover  when  we  considered  that  the  Bill 
passed  in  a  shape  which  does  not  represent  the 
opinions  of  the  majority  of  this  House — because 
wo  were  justified  in  accepting  the  opinions 
honourable  members  hod  given  when  they  were 
unconscious  of  the  pressure  which  the  Govern- 
ment intended  to  place  on  them.  We  had  their 
opinions  on  the  subject.  We  know,  therefore, 
that  they  do  not  approve  of  the  Bill  as  it  stands  ; 
and  I  ask,  are  they,  for  the  sake  of  helping  the 
Government,  going  to  consent  to  this  measure 
being  carried,  with  a  full  knowledge  that  it 
places  in  the  hands  of  the  Government  an 
utterly  unconstitutional  power?  It  is  utter 
rubbish  to  say  that  there  is  any  urgency  for 
the  measure.  The  other  evening  we  were  told 
it  was  but  one  of  many  other  measures  to  come 
to  alter  the  electorsd  system,  to  afiect  trien- 
nial Parliaments,  single  electorates,  and  one- 
day  elections,  the  grouping  of  tho  town  districts, 
and  some  modification  of  the  Hare  system.  .^11 
these  are  before  us  as  a  contingency,  and  we 
are  asked  to  pass  this  Bill,  not  according  to  the 
Government  statement  that  it  is  wanted,  but 
as  an  indication  of  the  power  they  have  over 
this  House.  As  this  measure  will  not  bo  used 
until  next  session  at  any  rate,  and  as  we  have 
before  us  a  number  of  measures  of  the  last 
urgency,  is  it  right  we  should  be  compelled  to 
pass  the  Bill  under  these  circumstances?  I 
should  like  to  know,  when  questions  come  on, 
as  they  must  do  before  the  end  of  the  session, 
how  the  Government  can  logically  urge  that 
honourable  members  shall  not  discuss  them  at 
length,  when  they  have  occupied  so  much  time 
over  a  Bill  which,  admittedly,  will  not  pass  into 
use  before  we  meet  for  another  session.  I 
avoid  making  remarks  more  lengthened,  first, 
because  I  do  not  wish  to  delay  the  business ; 
and,  next,  because  I  am  quite  certain,  although 
honourable  members  on  the  other  side  have 
not  expressed  their  opinions,  that  they  are  well 
aware  of  the  facts  I  state,  and  that  they  are 
only  supporting  the  Government  not  because 
they  agree  with  the  measure,  but  because  they 
wish  to  retain  the  Government  in  o£&ce.  I  do 
not  say  that  is  not  a  legitimate  thing.  I 
am  not  reflecting  on  honourable  members. 
Honourable  members  have  to  consider  all 
through  their  parliamentary  career  a  choice 
of  whethe/  they  will  follow  a  certain  course  oa 
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against  the  clianoe  of  ousting  {rotn  office  those 
in  whom  they  have  confidence.  It  is  not, 
therefore,  upon  honourable  members  I  am  re- 
flecting; but  it  is  to  the  Government  I  am 
appealing.  I  ask  the  Government  not  to  use 
the  force  it  possesses  to  compel  the  House  to 
adopt  a  measure  which,  it  is  not  too  much  to 
say,  is  evidently  not  in  accordance  with  the 
opinions  and  feelings  of  the  majority  of  this 
House.  I  move  l£at  the  third  reading  be 
delayed  for  three  months. 
Mr.  FISH.  —  Without  intending  at  all  to 

rrolong  this  debate  unduly,  I  do  not  feel  that 
should  be  doing  justice  to  myself  or  to  the 
constituency  I  represent  were  I  not  to  make  a 
last  statement  to  the  effect  that  I  trust  the 
amendment  of  the  honourable  member  for 
Ghristchuroh  North  will  be  carried.  I  am  in 
this  position  with  regard  to  a  reduction  of 
members  of  this  House :  When  I  appeared  be- 
fore my  constituents  I  gave  my  pledge  —  not 
asked  by  them,  but  given  by  myself — that  I 
thought  the  numbers  could  be  reduced;  and 
the  number  I  thought  it  could  be  reduced  to 
was  seventy-five.  Therefore,  Sir,  unless  I  al- 
tered my  mind  considerably  on  tiie  subject,  or 
thought  the  opinion  of  the  country  had 
changed,  I  should  have  been  bound,  I  think, 
in  honour  to  have  voted  for  a  Bill  as  nearly 
as  possible  giving  effect  to  the  views  I  expressed 
on  the  hustings.  But  when  I  came  up  to  this 
House  and  read  this  Bill  I  thought  the  Bill 
contained  all  the  policy  of  the  Government 
with  regard  to  this  question  of  representation. 
But,  Sir,  as  the  debate  on  the  Bill  progressed 
I  found  that  this  is  a  mere  bagatelle  in  the 
policy  of  the  Government  with  regard  to  the 
representation  of  the  people,  compared  with 
what  they  propose  to  bring  forward  next  session. 
And,  Sir,  I  say,  and  say  it  with  all  earnestness 
and  sincerity,  it  is  not  fair  to  the  country,  to 
myself  as  a  member,  or  to  other  members  of 
the  House  to  ask  them  to  pass  a  policy  of  this 
kind  in  detail.  It  is,  as  it  were,  seeking  to  get 
a  whole  carried  in  a  fragmentary  manner — a 
whole  which,  if  it  were  proposed  at  one  and  the 
same  time,  would  be  rejected  by  a  large  ma- 
jority. X  find  that,  in  all  probability,  by  the 
passing  of  this  Bill  city  electorates  will  be  se- 
riously interfered  with  next  session,  because 
it  is  quite  patent  to  my  mind  that  an  attempt 
will  be  made  by  the  country  members  next 
session  to  increase  the  quota  with  regard  to 
cities  and  country  districts  in  such  a  way 
as  will  materially  lessen  the  representation  of 
cities.  Therefore,  as  the  representative  of  a 
city  electorate,  it  is  my  bounden  duty  to  refer 
this  matter  again  to  my  constituents  before 
giving  a  final  voice  upon  it ;  and,  when  I 
recognise  that  there  is  no  urgent  necessity  for 
the  Bill  passing  this  session,  I  feel  justified 
in  asking  the  Govemmenj;  to  delay  it,  and  in 
giving  my  vote  in  favour  of  such  delay.  We 
have  another  question  still  before  us  in  the 
future,  the  amalgamation  of  city  electorates ; 
and,  among  the  other  subjects  coming  up  for 
discussion,  are  these:  the  amalgamation  or 
groupuig  of  districts,  the  interference  with 
triennial  Parliaments,  and  the  altering  of  the 
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system  now  in  vogue  of  holding  elections  on 
one  day.  If  all  these  questions  are  brought  nj^ 
— and  it  appears  they  will  be — in  the  amending 
Bill  of  next  session,  I  say  all  these  facts  com- 
bined irresistibly  call  for  delay  in  the  final  deal- 
ing with  this  Bill  until  the  whole  of  these  great- 
questions  are  before  us.  Is  it  not  one  of  the 
biggest  questions  we  could  be  called  upon  to 
discuss — the  propriety  or  otherwise  of  undoing^ 
legislation  which  it  has  taken  this  colony  years 
and  years  to  perfect,  as  we  believe,  in  the  most 
perfect  way  for  a  democratic  community  ?  Is 
it  not  reasonable  to  say  that  we  should  have  the- 
whole  of  the  policy  down  before  we  are  asked 
to  determine  on  it  piecemeal  ?  With  regard  to 
retrenchment,  I  do  not  deny  that  the  Govern- 
ment are  anxious  to  retrench ;  but  I  say  this, 
without  fear  of  contradiction:  that  the  pass- 
ing of  this  Bill  this  session  or  next  cannot 
interfere  in  the  slightest  degree  with  their 
proposals  of  retrenchment.  There  is  another 
fact  in  relation  to  this  measure,  and  which  I 
feel  bound  to  refer  to — that  is,  the  really  shame- 
less way  in  which  the  Maori  members  of  this- 
House  have  been  induced  to  vote  for  the  Go- 
vernment. I  do  not  wish  to  hurt  their  feelings, 
or  to  say  anything  I  would  not  say  to  Europeans,, 
but  they  have  shown  conclusively  in  this  de- 
bate that  they  are  unfit  to  be  present  ia 
this  House  at  all,  when  they  openly  declare 
that  the  principle  of  the  measure  is  nothing^ 
to  them— that  their  votes  can  be  given  one 
way  or  another  in  accordance  with  how  it 
affects  themselves  personally.  It  is  one  of 
those  things  that  I  think  are  quite  shocking; 
and  it  leads  me  to  believe  that  the  sooner  we 
do  away  with  the  special  representation  of  the 
Slaori  race  the  better  it  will  be  for  the  legis- 
lation of  this  country.  We  have,  outside  of 
this,  another  fact,  and,  if  there  were  nothing 
else  which  should  lead  honourable  members. 
in  the  direction  of  postponing  the  making 
of  this  Bill  law  at  present,  it  is  the  fact 
that  a  majority  of  this  House  has  said  thafe 
the  Bill  should  not  become  law  in  its  present 
shape.  I  do  not,  as  I  said  this  afternoon, 
altogether  blame  those  honourable  members. 
who  voted  against  the  Government  the  other 
night  for  receding  from  that  position,  so 
far  as  they  have  gone;  but  I  say  to  those 
honourable  gentlemen  that,  the  Premier  having 
had  the  words  added  to  the  Bill  deleted,  they* 
can,  with  perfect  faith  and  honour  to  them- 
selves and  to  the  party,  even  now  vote  for 
the  posti>onement  of  this  measure  for  three 
months ;  and  I  say  that,  at  this  late  period,  the 
Premier  could,  without  any  derogation  from  the 
position  he  has  taken  up,  consent  to  the  pro- 
position. It  is  not  for  me  to  personally  blame 
the  Premier;  I  can  only  do  it  m  my  position  as 
a  member  of  this  House ;  but  I  do  say  that  I 
think  he  is  riding  the  high  horse  in  regard  to  this 
measure  in  a  way  that  is  not  necessary  for  par^ 
purposes  or  retrenchment  purposes,  or  any  pur- 
pose whatever,  except,  as  it  appears  to  me,  the 
gratification  of  his  own  strong  will  and  deter- 
mination that  he  will  have  this  done,  right  or 
wrong.  I  trust,  at  any  rate,  that  this  amend- 
ment will  be  oanied ;  bat,  whether  it  is  or  not. 
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X  feel  it  to  be  my  duty,  in  the  interests  of  my 
constituents,  to  protest  against  this  Bill  being 
passed  now.  I  trast  eveiy  member  on  this  side 
of  the  House,  at  least,  will  take  that  view,  and  I 
call  the  attention  of  my  honourable  colleagues 
in  the  representation  of  Dunedin  to  it.  One  of 
my  colleagues,  like  myself,  has  pledged  himself 
to  retrenchment ;  but  I  urge  that  honourable 
member  to  consider  what  the  result  of  passing 
this  measure  now  will  be  to  ourselves  as  city 
representatives,  and  to  the  people  we  represent. 
When  we  remember  the  legislation  that  will  be 
pat  before  us  next  session  we  cannot  but  be 
very  apprehensive.  We  shall  have  a  measure 
then  in  which  the  quota  for  the  town  and 
country  districts  will  tie  dealt  with,  and  every 
town  member  knows  as  well  as  I  do  that  a 
majority  of  the  House  will  be  against  us,  and 
that  our  districts  will  materially  sufier  as  the 
result  of  that  legislation.  Therefore,  I  say,  if 
there  is  any  chance,  by. the  shelving  of  this  Bill, 
of  making  the  representation  of  the  country 
fair  and  equal  to  all  parties,  we  should  all, 
irrespective  of  party,  nnito  and  vote  for  the 
amendment  of  the  honourable  member  for 
Christohurch  North.  I  have  no  desire  what- 
ever, nor,  I  believe,  has  one  of  our  party,  to  em- 
barrass the  Government  in  a  party  way.  We 
have  no  desire,  in  any  action  we  take  on  this 
Bill,  to  seek  office  for  our  party ;  I  am  sure  the 
Premier  and  his  colleagues  will  believe  me 
when  I  say  that  we  have  no  desire  of  that 
kind.  I  am  sorry-  that  there  should  have  been 
a  single  party  vote  in  connection  with  this  Bill, 
which  is  not  one  that  should  be  made  a  subject 
for  party  struggles.  Sir,  I  have  said  what  I 
have  said  not  with  any  wish  to  delay  business, 
but  simply  to  take  the  opportunity  of  entering 
my  last  protest  against  this  Bill  being  passed 
on  the  present  occasion. 

Mr.  FITZHERBERT.— I  feel  bound  to  enter 
my  protest  against  this  Bill  being  now  passed. 
I  am  not  an  obstructionist,  and  in  the  proceed- 
ings on  this  Bill  I  have  taken  no  part  except  to 
vote ;  but  I  do  object  most  strongly  to  it.  The 
honourable  member  for  Sydenham  has  accused 
me  of  spooking  too  seldom,  and  has  said  some- 
thing about  a  promise  I  made  to  my  consti- 
tuents. 

Mr.  TAYLOR.— No;  I  did  not  charge  you 
vith  si>eaking  too  seldom.  I  said  that  during 
your  election  your  constituents  asked  you  what 
you  had  done  in  the  House,  and  said  that, 
though  you  were  there,  you  never  opened  your 
mouth ;  on  which  you  said  you  would  try  to 
improve  in  the  future :  and  I  notice  that  since 
the  beginning  of  the  session  you  have  improved. 

Mr.  PITZHEBBEBT.  —  I  am  very  much 
obliged  to  the  honourable  gentleman ;  but  he  is 
entirely  mistaken.  My  constituents  said  nothing 
of  the  kind ;  but  I  told  them  this  :  that,  being 
a  young  member,  I  spoke  but  seldom,  not  like 
some  other  young  members  —  and  some  old 
members — who  spoke  on  every  possible  subject. 
My  constituents  approved  of  the  course  I  had 
taken,  and  said  they  hoped  that,  in  the  fature, 
I  should  only  speak  when  I  thought  fit.  No 
doubt  I  shall  learn  from  the  eloquence  of  the 
honourable  member  for  Sydenham  to  speak 
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mote  often,  for  I  always  listen  with  great 
pleasure  to  his  classical  and  logical  speeches, 
and  we  know  that  directly  ho  begins  to  speak 
the  House  becomes  crowded.  No  doubt  I 
shall  learn  in  time  to  be  as  eloquent  and  logi- 
cal as  the  honourable  gentleman  himself,  if 
I  do  not  afford  the  House  an  equal  amount 
of  pleasure.  But  I  did  not  get  up  to  address 
the  House  on  the  honourable  gentleman's 
eloquence,  or  his  wonderful  qualities,  but  to 
say  a  few  words  on  this  Bill  before  giving  my 
vote.  It  is  quite  clear  that  if  all  honour- 
able members  were  to  vote  as  freely  and 
OS  conscientiously  as  they  would  wish  to 
do  there  would  be  a  strong  majority  against 
a  portion  of  this  Bill.  I,  for  one,  support 
a  reduction  to  seventy-four  juembers ;  but 
I  do  strongly  object  to  the  way  the  Bill  is 
framed,  giving  the  Premier  power  to  bring  it 
into  force  when  he  chooses.  If  the  Premier  is 
defeated  next  session,  as  he  probably  will  be  on 
some  matter,  he  will  ask  the  Governor  for  a 
dissolution,  and,  as  dissolutions  are  very  seldom 
refused,  he  will,  no  doubt,  get  it,  and  he  will 
then  go  to  the  country  and  have  the  reduction 
made,  or,  if  he  does  not  go  that  length,  he  will 
keep  honourable  members  trembling  under  the 
fear  of  dissolution,  and  will  be  able  to  carry 
whatever  he  dosires,  no  matter  what  honour- 
oble  members'  wishes  may  be.  The  other 
night  a  number  of  honourable  members  voted 
for  a  certain  amendment  in  the  Bill,  because 
they  believed  it  a  proper  thing  to  do,  and  they 
were  not  aware  the  Premier  was  going  to  take 
the  stand  he  did.  After  doing  so  they  said, 
when  talking  to  us,  "  We  arc  going  to  be  stiff 
in  the  back,  whether  the  Government  resign  or 
not."  But  the  next  morning  the  Premier  had 
his  whips  calling  them  together,  and  he  took 
them  upstairs  and  talked  to  them,  .ind  they 
came  down  like  lambs.  There  were  a  few 
honourable  exceptions,  but  most  of  them  came 
down  like  lambs,  and  said  to  us,  "  We  must 
su^ort  the  Government^verything  the  Go- 
vernment propose."  Now,  to  that  procedure  I 
object  most  strongly.  When  honourable  mem- 
bers, who  have  convictions  of  their  own,  will 
do  exactly  as  the  Government  wish,  whether 
it  agrees  with  their  convictions  or  not,  I  think 
it  is  a  matter  that  is  deeply  to  be  regretted. 
The  honourable  member  for  the  Northern 
Maori  District  has  told  us  very  frankly  to-night 
that  he  and  the  other  Maori  members  voted 
with  the  Government  because  they  have  re- 
tained the  four  Maori  members.  But  I  ask 
that  honourable  gentleman,  who  proposed  to 
take  away  one  of  those  members?  Was  it  not 
the  Premier  himself  who  proposed  to  take  one 
Maori  member  away?  That  concession  was 
made  simply  to  get  the  four  Maori  votes,  and 
if  they  had  voted  against  the  Government  the 
Ministry  would  bo  in  a  very  different  position 
from  what  they  are  in.  The  Government  knew 
that  perfectly  well,  and  they  arranged  matters 
so  as  to  retain  those  four  votes.  And  what  will 
the  Government  probably  do  with  those  honour- 
able members?  Supposing  some  very  impor- 
tant measure  affectmg  the  Maoris  comes  up 
next  session,  to  which  the  Maori  members  oh- 
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jeot  strongly,  and  aay  they  will  vote  against  the 
Premier  and  thereby  turn  him  out,  the  Pre- 
mier will  say,  "  You  pledged  yourselves  to  me, 
and  if  you  do  not  vote  for  me  I  will  dissolve, 
and  very  likely  you  will  lose  your  seats."  That 
is  the  threat  the  honourable  gentleman  will 
hold  over  them,  nnd  those  hotioiu-able  gentle- 
men, if  they  think  the  Bill  a  very  improper  one 
and  it  is  against  their  convictions,  were  very 
foolish  indeed  to  pledge  themselves  as  they  did 
to  vote  with  the  Government  in  the  lostdivision. 
Now  wc  have  heard  no  argument  whatever  from 
Ministers  why  this  Bill  should  bo  passed  — 
not  a  bit  of  argument  has  como  from  them  for 
it,  and  especially  has  there  been  none  for  the 
provision  to  which  there  is  so  much  objection. 
The  Premier  has  spoken  and  lost  his  temper 
several  times,  but  the  other  ilinisters  have  not 
spoken,  and  have  rarely  been  in  the  House 
even  during  the  discussions.  When  they  have 
been  here  they  have  simply  sat  in  their  seats 
without  saying  a  word.  I  think  such  an  im- 
portant measure,  so  long  under  discussion, 
should  have  been  spoken  to  by  the  members  of 
the  Ministry  themselves.  Several  Government 
supporters  have  expressed  their  views  very 
candidly;  and  one  of  them,  the  honourable 
member  for  Monawatu,  has  sa<d  that  the  Bill 
is  a  very  improper  one,  that  he  is  dead  against 
it,  and  that  it  is  everything  that  is  bad ;  but, 
although  he  condemned  it  in  that  strong  lan- 
guage, he  said  he  would  vote  with  the  Govern- 
ment, because  he  had  an  objection  to  the 
honourable  member  for  Christchurch  North 
getting  into  power — he  was  prepared  to  sacri- 
fice his  constituency  and  the  country  for  the 
sake  of  gratifying  his  own  personal  animosity 
towards  the  honourable  member  for  Christ- 
chuioh  North.  Is  that  a  proper  frame  of  mind 
in  wliich  to  deal  with  a  measure  of  this  great 
importance  ?  I  say  it  is  a  most  improper  one. 
One  argument  we  have  heard  urged  was  that  in 
Great  Britain  the  average  quota  is  about  twenty 
thousand,  whereas  here  it  is  only  seven  thou- 
sand. Now,  things  are  very  different  at  Home 
from  what  they  are  here.  In  England  you  have 
a  very  thickly  populated  country,  and,  whether 
the  population  of  the  electorate  is  twenty 
thousand,  thirty  thousand,  forty  thousand, 
fifty  thousand,  or  sixty  thousand,  or  whatever 
number  it  may  be,  the  electors  are  all  close 
together,  and  on  a  very  much  smaller  area  than 
the  population  in  the  electorates  in  this  colony. 
Things  are  totally  different  in  the  two  countries. 
Although  the  quota  may  bo  only  seven  thousand 
people  here,  you  may  have  that  number  spread 
over  hundreds  of  miles  of  country.  One  honour- 
able gentleman  from  the  North  has  told  me 
that  he  had  to  ride  over  seven  hundred  miles  to 
address  his  constituents,  having  no  fewer  than 
fifteen  different  polling  -  places.  Now,  how 
would  any  constituency  in  England  compare 
with  that  in  area?  There  is  no  comparison. 
Numerical  strength  must  not  at  all  be  the  only 
consideration  with  us ;  we  must  look  also  at 
the  importance  and  size  of  a  district ;  and  I 
must  say,  for  myself,  that,  although  I  vote  for 
reduction  of  members  on  the  score  of  retrench- 
ment, I  do  not  think  the  present  number  is  too 
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many,  considering  the  circnmstanoes  of  the 
country.  That  number  was  fixed  in  1861,  when 
the  population  was  much  smaller  than  it  is 
now,  and  I  do  not  see  why  we  should  make 
so  large  a  reduction  now.  However,  I  will  not 
discuss  that,  because  we  have  already  affirmed 
the  principle  that  the  number  of  members  shall 
be  seventy-four;  but  I  do  ask  the  Premier  to 
do  this.  We  might  have  obstructed  him,  and 
prevented  him  passing  his  Imprest  Supply  Bill 
just  now.  The  Premier  never  listens  to  what 
any  one  saj's.  Ho  is  the  most  discourteous 
Premier  I  have  ever  seen.  If  there  is  anything 
which  makes  this  side  of  the  House  object  to 
the  honourable  gentleman's  measures,  and  to 
anything  done  on  those  benches,  it  is  the 
absolute  want  of  courtesy  shown  to  honour- 
able members  on  this  side  of  the  House, 
and  often  even  to  the  supporters  of  the  Go- 
vernment, by  the  Premier.  I  recollect  the 
time  when  we  had  Premiers  in  this  colony 
like  Sir  Frederick  Weld,  Sir  Edward  Staf- 
ford, and  others  of  that  stamp;  but  we  did 
not  see  any  of  this  discourtesy  then.  Wo  look 
to  the  Premier  for  the  tone  of  the  House, 
and  if  ho  will  not  give  it  a  good  tone  we  shall 
sink  into  the  condition  of  a  debating  society, 
or  become  little  better  than  a  bear-garden. 
I  hope  the  Premier  will  be  kind  enough  to 
listen  to  my  remarks.  Wo  have  sot  opposed 
him  in  the  passing  of  his  Imprest  Supply  Bill, 
and  I  think  he  might,  for  once,  be  courteous 
enough  to  allow  us  some  little  privilege  with 
regard  to  this  Bill,  and  let  it  stand  over  for  a 
time.  We  have  all  been  very  warm  on  the 
subject,  and  are  not  in  a  position  to  approach 
it  in  that  spirit  which  its  importance  demands, 
and,  if  any  one  has  approached  it  in  a  spirit 
not  calculated  to  produce  a  proper  result;  it 
has  been  the  Premier  himself.  Therefore  I 
ask  him  to  give  us  another  opportunity  to  dis- 
cuss the  Bill,  and,  if  he  will  not,  I  shall  feel 
compelled  to  vote  for  the  amendment  of  the 
honourable  member  for  Christchurch  North. 
I  do  so  because  I  think  it  is  a  most  improper 
Bill  in  this  respect — and  it  has  been  mentioned 
several  times  this  evening — that  it  places  most 
extraordinary  powers  in  the  bauds  of  the  Pre- 
mier. I  do  not  believe  that  there  has  ever 
been  a  Bill  introduced  into  this  House  before 
in  which  the  time  at  which  it  should  come 
into  force  was  left  almost  at  the  discretion  of 
the  Premier.  This  Bill  is  to  come  into  force 
at  some  indefinite  period — that  is  to  say,  that 
it  rests  very  much  with  the  Premier  to  say 
when  there  shall  be  a  dissolution  of  Parlia- 
ment. It  is,  therefore,  not  a  constitutional 
measure,  and  is  an  innovation  to  which  I  very 
much  object.  I  hope  the  Premier  will  see  his 
way  to  modify  this  Bill  in  the  direction  I  sug- 
gest, and  give  us  further  time  to  consider  it; 
or,  if  not,  I  shall,  as  I  have  said,  be  obliged  to 
vote  for  the  amendment  of  the  honourable 
member  for  Christchurch  North,  That  it  be 
read  a  second  time  this  day  three  mouths. 

Mr.  W.  D.  STEWART.— Sir,  during  the  lato 
contest  I  stated  to  m;^  constituents  that  I 
would  support  a  reduction  in  the  number  of 
members  of  this  House ;  and  I  mean  to  cany 
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out  that  statement,  and  shall  vote  in  favour  of 
the  third  reading  of  this  Bill.  I  wish,  however, 
to  express  my  very  strong  protest  against  the 
attitude  taken  up  by  the  Premier  in  reference 
to  the  amendment  which  I  proposed,  and  which 
was  carried.  That  was  not  proposed  as  a  hos- 
tile amendment  in  any  way ;  it  was  supported 
by  a  large  following  of  the  Government  party, 
and  its  sole  object  was  to  prevent  the  Bill  being 
used  as  a  species  of  terrorism  over  the  House  for 
the  next  two  years ;  and  I  venture  to  sivy  that 
any  intelligent  man  in  the  colony,  recognising 
the  circumstances  in  which  that  amendment 
was  proposed  and  the  fact  of  its  acceptance 
by  a  large  portion  of  the  independent-minded 
members  of  the  House,  will  see  at. once  that 
it  was  a  proper  one.  I  am  glad  to  say  that 
not  only  the  Press,  but  a  large  section  of 
the  inhabitants  of  the  colony  have  appreciated 
that  amendment,  and  have  indicated  to  me 
their  appreciation  in  a  very  satisfactory  man- 
ner. I  wish  only  to  state  that,  having  indi- 
cated during  the  elections  that  I  would  support 
a  reduction  of  the  number  of  members,  and 
as  this  Bill  has  accomplished  that  object,  I 
shall  support  the  third  reading.  However,  I 
hope  that  the  Government,  on  reflection,  will 
see  the  desirability  of  having  the  Bill  amended 
in  the  other  branch  of  the  Legislature  or  by 
message  by  the  Governor.  Probably  the  Pre- 
mier, who  is  learning  day  by  day,  as  most  of 
us  are,  will  realise  that  the  step  he  has  taken 
is  a  very  unconstitutional  one,  and  one  not  at 
all  satisfactory  to  the  colony. 

Dr.  PITCHKTT.— I  gave  a  pledge  to  my  con- 
stituents that  I  would  do  all  I  could  to  secure  a 
reduction  in  the  number  of  members  of  this 
Hoiiso,  and,  while  I  recognise  the  objectionable 
features  of  the  Bill  the  third  reading  of  which 
we  are  now  discussing,  yet,  after  carefully 
weighing  the  pim  and  cons,  I  do  not  feel  my- 
self justified  in  doing  anything  else  than  keep- 
ing my  pledge.  Therefore,  although  very  much 
against  my  will,  I  sliall  have  to  vote  for  the 
third  reading.  As  to  the  objectionable  features 
it  is  not  necessary  to  say  a  word.  They  have 
been  iterated  and  reiterated  by  every  member 
who  has  8x>oken,  and  I  heartily  indorse  all  that 
has  been  said  about  them.  It  may  be  that  I 
am  wrong,  and  that  the  evils  of  the  Bill  will 
outweigh  the  good  it  may  do,  but,  if  so,  my 
constituents  will,  at  all  events,  recognise  that 
I  prefer  to  commit  an  eiTor  of  judgment  than  a 
breach  of  faith.  I  shall  therefore  vote  for  the 
third  reading. 

Mr.  WHYTE.— I  desire  to  say  a  very  few 
words  to  explain  why  it  was  that  I  voted  last 
night  against  on  amendment  of  which  I  myself 
had  given  notice  with  respect  to  the  percentage 
of  advantage  which  country  districts  should 
have  as  compared  with  towns  in  the  matter  of 
representation.  I  considered  that  it  ought  to 
be  increased ;  but  I  decided  to  withdraw  that 
amendment  for  the  present,  and  even  to 
Tote  against  it,  because  it  was  very  evident 
it  would  be  used  as  another  means  of  obstruc- 
tion, and  would  certainly  lead  to  a  very  great 
deal  of  discussion,  and  no  doubt  assist  those 
honoaiable  gentlemen  who  were  obstructing 


the  business  so  very  persistently.  I,  however, 
have  by  no  means  given  up  my  intention  of 
fighting  this  out  and  obtaining  the  fair  pro- 
portion which  the  country  districts  should 
have  as  compared  with  the  towns  in  the 
representation  of  the  country.  The  proportion 
which  I  proposed  in  my  amendment  was  ex- 
ceedingly moderate.  At  any  rate,  we  shall 
have  that  out  next  session,  and  I  have  no 
doubt  the  House  will  treat  the  matter  fairly. 
I  have  only  said  these  few  words  in  order  that 
it  might  be  understood  why  I  gave  notice  of  an 
amendment  one  day  and  voted  against  it  on  the 
next. 

Mr.  CARROLL.^I  only  rise  to  make  a  few 
remarks  mainly  to  disabuse  the  minds  of 
honourable  members  of  the  impression  that 
the  Maori  members  hod  entered  into  a  com- 
pact with  the  Government,  or  pledged  them- 
selves to  support  the  Government  on  considera- 
tion of  being  granted  four  members.  I  say  it 
is  totally  untrue.  Yesterday  the  honourable 
member  for  the  Northern  Maori  District  ex- 
plained his  vote  in  this  way  :  that  his  objection 
to  the  Bill  was  that  the  Government  proposed 
to  reduce  the  number  of  Maori  members  to 
three ;  and  once  that  objection  was  removed 
he  voted  for  the  Bill.  Sir,  if  honourable  mem- 
bers on  the  other  side  of  the  House  would  only 
criticize  the  action  of  members  of  their  own 
party,  they  would  be  doing  very  well ;  for  what 
do  we  see,  time  after  time,  but  a  state  of 
thorough  disorganization  on  that  side  of  tho 
House,  some  of  its  members  voting  in  the 
"  Ayes  "  lobby  and  others  in  the  "  Noes  "  lobby 
on  the  same  question?  Besides  that,  we  are 
not  to  take  advice  from  those  honourable  gentle- 
men OS  to  what  we  are  to  do.  Surely  wo  are 
entitled  to  have  an  opinion  of  our  own.  What 
we  demanded  daring  this  debate  was  simply 
justice.  We  thought  it  would  be  unjust  on  the 
part  of  the  Government  to  reduce  our  number 
to  three,  and  we  objebted  in  strong  terms  to  that 
action,  and  the  Government  saw  the  justice  of 
our  objection.  Sir,  we  were  very  much  odifled 
with  the  few  remarks  made  by  the  honourable 
member  for  the  Hutt,  and  with  the  advice  he 
has  given  us ;  but  I  think  we  should  prefer  to 
take  advice  from  more  experienced  politicians. 
The  honourable  gentleman  said  that  we  are  in 
the  hands  of  the  Government,  because  they  can 
threaten  us  with  a  dissolution  at  any  time. 
Well,  I  can  only  say  this :  that  the  Maori  mem- 
bers ore  not  afraid  to  go  back  to  their  con- 
stituents as  the  honourable  gentleman  is  ;  and 
when  the  honourable  gentleman  talks  about  his 
constituency  being  a  large  one,  it  does  not  seem 
to  have  entered  his  mind  that  the  constituen- 
cies we  represent  are  very  much  larger.  I  repre- 
sent a  constituency  extending  over  one- third 
of  the  area  of  the  North  Island,  and  at  the  last 
election  I  had  to  go  round  to  sixty-four  polling- 
places  and  address  meetings  everywhere.  Still, 
I  did  not  grumble,  an^  I  am  not  afraid  to  go 
back  to  my  constituents.  I  believe  that  the 
honourable  member  for  Dunedin  South  said 
that  the  Maoris  were  not  fit  to  be  representa- 
tives at  all — not  fit  to  have  seats  in  this  House. 
That  may  oi  may  not  be  trae ;  bat  I  will  say  this  ; 
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that  when  I  see  pakeha  members  taking  up  the 
time  of  the  House,  abusing  the  forms  of  the 
House,  and  putting  the  country  to  enormous 
cost  by  getting  up  and  continuing  useless  dis- 
cossions  by  stonewalling,  I  feel  that,  if  we  are 
not  fit  to  hold  seats  in  this  House,  much  less  so 
are  those  pakeha  members.  I  hope  honourable 
gentlemen  will  not  be  so  free  in  accusing  us  of 
-wrong  motives  when  we  exercise  our  votes. 
We  do  not  say  that  So-and-so  has  had  his  vote 
bought  by  the  Government,  or  that  another 
honourable  gentleman  has  been  bought  by  the 
Opposition.  Wo  leave  every  honourable  gentle- 
man to  be  the  judge  of  his  own  actions,  and  we 
leave  him  to  bis  constituents,  and  honourable 
gentlemen  might  as  well  leave  us  to  our  con- 
Doiences  and  our  constituents.  We  claim  to  do 
OUT  duty,  and  we  certainly  do  not  waste  the 
time  of  the  House. 

Mr.  PITZHEBBERT.  —  The  honourable 
gentleman  who  has  just  sat  down  seems  to  be 
very  indignant  at  the  remarks  I  mode  ;  but  I 
wish  to  say,  in  the  way  of  personal  explanation, 
that  I  said  nothing  in  the  way  of  reflecting 
upon  the  Maori  members  or  their  votes. 

Hon.  Members. — Oh! 

Mr.  FITZHEKBERT.  — "Oh!"  says  the 
Premier.  That  is  very  becoming  of  the  Pre- 
mier. What  I  wished  to  say  was  this:  that 
the  honourable  member  for  the  Northern 
Maori  District  distinctly  stated  in  the  House 
that  the  reason  that  the  Maoris  voted  with 
the  Government  was,  that  the  Government 
had  conceded  to  them  an  extra  member. 
That  was  all  I  said ;  and  I  believe  that 
honourable  members  will  bear  lue  oat  that  it 
was  perfectly  true  and  correct.  If  that  is  any 
reflection  upon  the  Maori  members,  I  am  not 
aware  of  it.  The  Maoris  who  know  me  will  bo 
aware  that  I  would  not  say  anything  improper 
of  them.  I  am  almost  a  Maori  myself,  having 
been  bom  in  the  colony.  I  am  surprised  that 
the  honourable  member  should  have  spoken  as 
he  did. 

Mr.  KERR. — I  must  certainly  protest  against 
the  Premier  and  other  members  of  this  House 
saying  that  I  am  stonewalling  or  obstructing 
this  measure.  I  am  doing  nothing  of  the  kind.  I 
am  certainly  opfrasing  the  Bill  strongly,  because 
I  am  sure  that  it  wul  injure  my  constituents, 
and  I  am  quite  willing  to  bo  judged  by  them  as 
to  whether  I  am  doing  right  or  wrong.  The 
Premier  says  he  will  go  into  my  district  and 
tell  my  constituents  that  I  am  stonewalling 
the  Bill.  Well,  I  do  not  care  whether  he  goes 
there  or  not.  But  I  now  tell  my  constituents, 
through  Hansard,  that  I  am  opposing  the  Bill, 
and  have  done  all  I  could  to  prevent  it  passing. 
I  know  that  this  matter  of  representation  had 
been  talked  about  by  them  for  years  before  I 
became  their  representative.  They  have  been 
twice  robbed  of  their  representation,  and  now 
they  are  being  robbed  a  third  time,  and  I 
object  to  it ;  but  I  altogether  disclaim  having 
stonewalled  this  Bill.  But  I  enter  my  protest 
against  the  Bill  as  a  whole.  I  did  not  vote  for 
seventy  members,  or  any  less  number  than 
ninety-five,  the  present  number,  whioh  I  think 
ought  to  be  retained,  at  anyxate,  until  such 
Mr.  Carroll 


time  OS  we  have  a  proper  system  of  local  go- 
vernment ;  and  when  we  get  that  you  may  have 
less  than  seventy  members  if  yon  like — I  do 
not  core  in  the  least.  I  say  that  this  is  a 
tyrajmical  Bill,  a  Bill  that  is  going  to  do  a 
great  deal  of  harm  to  the  country  constituen- 
cies of  New  Zealand  ;  and  I  feel  that  before  two 
years  are  over  the  country  members  will  be 
vexed  and  sorry  for  having  allowed  the  Bill  to 
pass  the  House.  I  feel  satisfied,  too,  that  their 
constituents  will  call  them  to  account.  If  the 
Bill  were  a  matter  of  urgency  I  should  not  ob- 
ject to  it  so  much ;  but  it  is  not,  and  therefore 
it  is  the  Government  who  have  been  wasting 
time  by  bringing  it  down.  The  only  reason 
that  I  can  think  of  why  the  Bill  should  have 
beon  brought  down  and  pushed  through  this 
session  is  that  the  Premier  wants  his  own  dis- 
trict enlarged,  for  he  is  afraid  that  if  he  does 
not  get  some  change  he  will  not  come  back  to 
this  House.  I  must  say  that  I  should  be  very 
sorry  to  see  him  out  of  the  House ;  but  that,  I 
believe,  is  the  reason  why  this  Bill  is  to  be 
pushed  through.  I  believe  another  reason  why 
he  is  so  anxious  to  pass  it  is  that  he  fears 
the  next  session  he  wilt  be  unable  to  keep  a 
majority.  But  I  would  point  out  that  next 
session,  when  tlie  tariff  is  brought  down,  he 
may  have  to  come  into  the  cool  shades  of  oppo- 
sition, and  then  he  will  see  the  inconvenience 
of  this  measure.  Now  as  to  the  Maori  mem- 
bers. I  say  that  they  have  just  as  much  right 
to  do  what  they  think  proper  as  any  member  of 
the  House;  but  there  can  be  no  doubt  that 
they  are  now  supporting  the  Bill  because  they 
have  retained  their  four  seats,  and  there  can  be 
no  doubt  either  that  if  it  had  not  been  for 
our  calling  attention  to  the  matter  and  help- 
ing the  Natives  they  would  not  have  kept 
their  fourth  scat.  They  can  thank  us  ror 
keeping  the  seat  for  the  South  Island  for  them. 
As  to  the  honourable  members  who,  having 
voted  one  way  the  other  night,  changed  their 
minds  lost  night,  I  must  say  that  they  broke 
their  promises  in  a  way  that  was  not  creditable 
to  them.  The  honourable  member  for  Te  .\ro 
was  the  most  rabid  in  his  objections  to  the 
Bill,  and  proposed  the  first  amendment  and 
voted  for  the  second  ;  but  then,  last  night,  he 
mode  a  very  good  speech,  but  said  he  was  going 
to  change  his  mind  and  not  vote  for  the  amend- 
ment again.  He  would  not  say  that  he  had 
done  wrong.  He  knew  he  had  not.  But  he 
did  not  want  to  see  the  honourable  member 
for  Christchurch  North  on  those  seats  B^in» 
and  therefore  he  would  not  keep  to  the  vote 
that  he  gave  on  the  motion  of  the  honourable 
member  for  Dunodin  West.  I  do  not  care 
much  about  the  honourable  member  for  Eg- 
mont  or  the  honourable  member  for  Christ- 
church  North,  I  came  here  quite  willing  to 
support  the  honourable  member  for  Egmont  if 
he  would  do  what  was  right  and  bring  down 
a  tariff  and  other  measures.  If  he  hod  done 
that  I  would  have  supported  him,  and  he  would 
not  have  found  me  gomg  from  one  side  to  the 
other.  I  would  be  one  of  his  most  consistent 
supporters.  But  I  did  not  like  his  not  bring- 
ing a  Tariff  Bill  down,  and  I  did  not  like  his 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1887.]        Bepresentation  Bill.         [HOUSE.] 


B^resentatioH  BUI. 


601 


bringing  this  Bill  dovn.  However,  I  am  not 
going  to  take  up  the  time  of  the  House  longer, 
out  on  behalf  of  my  constituents  I  protest 
against  this  Bill  being  carried. 

Mr.  DODSON.^It  was  my  intention  to  give 
a  silent  vote  on  this  Bill  from  beginning  to  end 
of  it.  The  reason  why  I  meant  to  do  that  was 
that  I  was  not  much  enamoured  of  it.  I  con- 
ceive that  we  could  do  without  such  a  Bill  as 
ihia  for  a  considerable  length  of  time ;  and  I 
believe  now,  speaking  broadly,  that  the  trouble 
we  ore  labouring  under  is  not  so  much  the 
number  of  members  of  the  House  as  the 
quality  of  those  members  that  we  have  here, 
and  I  am  not  sure  that  we  shall  bo  much 
better  for  a  reduction  in  the  number.  One 
reason  why  I  did  not  intend  to  speak  on  the 
Bill  is  that  it  will  neither  suit  me  nor  my  dis- 
trict. That,  of  course,  is  taking  a  very  selfish 
view  of  it;  but  if  I  chose  now  to  tc^e  that 
selfish  view,  and  to  vote  against  it,  I  am  sure 
that  my  constituency  would  back  me  up,  be- 
cause there  is  nothing  more  clear  to  my  mind 
than  this :  that  they  do  not  believe  that  the 
trouble  which  New  Zealand  is  labouring  under 
arises  from  the  number  of  members.  I  have, 
however,  during  this  discussion,  made  up 
my  mind  to  vote  consistently  with  the  Govern- 
ment on  this  Bill.  I  did  so  not  to  please 
my  constituents,  oi  consult  my  own  feeling 
with  regard  to  the  Bill,  but  rather  on  the 
ground  of  retrenchment.  I  conceive  that  this 
is  one  of  the  planks  in  the  platform  of  re- 
trenchment the  Government  have  put  for- 
ward; and  I  quite  believe  also  that  it  may 
possibly  lead  to  the  saving  of  some  public 
money  in  the  future.  For  these  reasons  I 
have  given  a  consistent  vote  on  the  Bill,  and 
mean  to  do  so  till  it  is  finally  landed  on  our 
Statute  Book.  There  has  been  an  unusual 
aunount  of  obstruction  over  this  Bill.  Per- 
haps honourable  gentlemen  who  dislike  it, 
and  see  in  it  a  possible  chance  of  poli- 
tical extinction  for  tliemselves,  may  have  a 
good  deal  of  excuse  for  that  obstruction ; 
but  to  men  who  come,  like  myself,  to  do 
the  business  of  the  country  in  a  quiet,  orderly 
way,  it  is  very  irksome  to  sit  day  after  day, 
and,  I  might  almost  say,  week  after  week,  and 
listen  to  a  lot  of  repetitions — I  was  going  to 
use  a  hard  word,  but  1  will  only  say  repetitions 
— and  to  hear  the  same  speech  over  and  over 
again.  Why,  Sir,  the  speech  of  the  last 
speaker  we  have  had  in  the  pages  of  Hansard 
at  least  twenty  times  over.  There  is  not  an 
objection  that  has  been  raised  to  the  passing  of 
the  Bill  to-night  that  has  not  been  given  days 
ago.  Tliere  is,  however,  one  good  feature  in 
connection  with  the  delay,  and  it  is  one  which 
quiet  members  like  myself,  who  do  not  make 
long  speeches  or  speak  more  often  than  is 
necessary,  con  appreciate.  I  conceive  now  that 
there  is  a  possibility  of  real  retrenchment 
being  effected,  and  I  despaired  of  seeing  that 
when  this  House  first  met  and  for  the  first  few 
weeks.  This  latter  opinion  has  been  forced 
upon  my  mind  through  the  obstruction  that 
has  been  offered  to  t^e  Government,  for  the 
senselass  obstmctioa  that  has  been  offered  to 


them  has  tended  to  consolidate  a  party  round 
the  Government  that  wilt  back  them  up  and 
enable  them  to  carry  those  reforms  that  they 
have  given  notice  of  and  that  the  country  so 
urgently  requires.  This  grievous  obstruction 
has  had  much  to  do  with  bringing  about 
that  very  good  result.  The  Opposition  have 
now  managed,  by  their  mismanagement  and 
their  conduct,  to  consolidate  a  party  prepared 
to  give  effect  to  that  retrenchment  which  the 
Government  have  announced,  and  which  I 
believe  it  necessary  that  the  country  should 
receive  at  our  hands.  I  have  sat  here  in  this 
House  many  sessions,  but  this  Parliament  has 
shown  a  greater  waste  of  time  than  any  pre- 
vious one  that  I  have  ever  sat  in.  I  lay  no 
blame  upon  any  particular  individual,  but 
there  does  seem  to  me  to  be  a  demoralisation 
going  on  in  the  Opposition  parts  of  the  House 
that  the  honourable  gentleman  at  the  bead  of 
it  will  do  well  to  take  an  account  of  and  a 
note  of. 

An  Hon.  IIembeh. — What  part  ? 

Mr.  DODSON. — Demoralisation  in  the  Oppo- 
sition ranks.  We  shall  never  have  a  settled 
Government  unless  we  have  a  compact  and 
good  Opposition  ;  and,  if  I  chose  to  draw  a  con- 
trast between  the  Opposition  of  the  last  three 
weeks  and  the  Opposition  for  the  three  years 
previously,  what  an  opportunity  for  so  domg  is 
presented  I  What  obstruction  for  three  years 
wo.*!  given  to  the  Government  ?  The  Opposition 
then  gave  every  assistance  and  help  to  the 
Government ;  nothing  was  done  in  the  way  of 
obstruction :  but  now  there  is  nothing  but 
delay,  nothing  but  the  same  speeches  over  and 
over  again,  useless  and  valueless  repetitions 
of  what  has  been  better  stated  by  previous 
speakers.  I  shall  say  nothing  more,  but  shall 
vote  to  put  this  Bill  on  the  Statute  Book  in 
the  shape  in  which  it  has  been  brought  down. 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE.— It  seems  to  me  that 
this  is  availed  of  as  an  opportunity  for  giving 
explanations  why  honourable  members  have 
voted  for  or  against  this  Bill ;  and  I  shall  give 
my  reasons.  I  do  not  think  that  the  Govern- 
ment or  any  member  of  the  House  can  say  that 
I  have  wasted  the  time  of  the  House,  or  ob- 
structed the  measure  in  any  shape  or  form.  I 
have  supported  this  measure  for  this  reason: 
that  I  hold  the  opinion  myself,  although  it  is 
contrary  to  the  opinions  of  a  number  of  mem- 
bers of  this  House  with  whom  I  have  been 
working  for  some  years  post,  that  there  should 
be  a  reduction  in  the  number  of  members  of 
this  House.  That  that  has  been  my  opinion  is 
pretty  well  known.  I  know  that  during  the 
last  elections,  or  at  any  rate  during  the  first 
part  of  the  elections,  there  was  a  very  strong 
feeling  throughout  the  country  that  the  num- 
ber of  members  should  be  reduced,  and  it  was 
made,  to  a  certain  extent,  a  test  question  of 
the  election. 

An  Hon.  Membeb.— No. 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE.— It  has  been  in  a  good 
many  of  the  constituencies ;  but  I  may  say 
this :  that  after  the  boundaries  made  by  the 
Commissioners  under  the  Act  of  last  session 
were  declared  public  opinion   changed  con- 
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fiiderably  on  this  subject,  when  they  found  the 
■way  the  districts  were  out  up,  and  people  found 
that  community  o{  interest  had  been  broken  oB, 
and  that  they  had  been  taken  away  from  old  as- 
sociations and  added  to  new  associations.  There 
is  not  the  slightest  doubt  that,  later  on  in  the 
elections,  when  these  changes  were  discovered, 
there  was  a  considerable  amount  of  opposition 
to  them,  and  public  opinion  changed  con- 
siderably. However,  my  own  opinion  was  that 
we  should  have  some  finality  in  this  matter; 
and,  in  the  hope  that  we  should  not  be  disturbed 
too  often,  I  supported  the  amendment  of  the 
honourable  member  for  Dunedin  West,  and  I 
did  so  also  because,  apart  from  that  considera- 
tion, I  believed  it  to  be  a  proper  amendment. 
I  thought  that  the  Premier  said  that  in  Oom- 
mittee  those  supporting  the  measure  would 
have  an  opportunity  of  amending  it  in  any  rea- 
sonable way  that  they  thought  proper.  In 
supporting  the  amendment  of  the  honourable 
member  for  Dunedin  West  I  was  under  the  im- 

Sression  that  those  who  were  supporting  the 
'ill  were  at  liberty  to  do  so,  and  I  thought 
that  it  was  a  proper  amendment  to  make.  I 
hope  that  we  shall  have  some  finality  in  the 
matter ;  but  I  am  afraid,  owing  to  the  feeling 
that  has  been  aroused  in  the  House  on  the  pre- 
sent occasion,  that  we  shall  have  this  subject 
over  again  before  the  Bill  can  be  of  any  use  to 
the  country.  So  far  as  I  csm  sec,  unless  a 
dissolution  takes  place  the  Bill  will  effect  no 
saving  to  the  country  for  three  years ;  and  I  do 
not  SCO  why  the  Premier  should  be  in  such  a 
hurry  in  passing  it  this  session,  unless  he  is 
afraid  that  the  House  and  the  country  will 
change  their  minds  before  next  session  or  the 
following  session.  My  own  opinion  is  that  they 
will  not  change  their  minds,  and  that  the 
honourable  gentleman  would  be  quite  safe  in 
bringing  this  forward  next  year  with  the  other 
measures  that  he  proposes  to  bring  forward 
then.  However,  he  nas  his  own  opinions,  and, 
of  course,  he  is  perfectly  right  to  hold  those 
opinions,  and  to  push  the  measure  when  he 
thinks  there  is  the  best  opportunity  for  carry- 
ing it.  I  give  this  short  explanation  as  the 
reason  why  I  am  going  to  vote  for  the  third 
reading  of  the  Bill. 

Mr.  PABATA. — I  am  constrained  to  speak 
on  account  of  the  charges  that  have  been  mode 
against  the  Native  members.  It  has  been 
stated  in  this  House  that  they  have  been  bribed 
to  support  the  Government.  I  should  like  to 
tell  both  sides  of  this  House  that  there  is  no 
truth  in  that  statement  so  far  as  I  am  con- 
cerned. I  based  my  objection  to  this  Billon 
the  proposal  to  take  away  one  of  the  Native 
menibers,  and  also  the  proposal  to  include 
the  South  Island  in  one  of  the  North  Island 
Native  districts.  On  account  of  the  opposition 
made  by  the  Native  members,  and  the  support 
accorded  to  them  by  members  on  both  sides 
of  the  House,  the  Government  thought  fit  to 
change  their  minds  with  regard  to  that  pro- 
posal. I  think  the  reason  why  we  withdrew 
our  objection  to  this  Bill  is  quite  clear.  It 
was  simply  this :  that  the  Qovemment  with- 
drew that  port  of  the  Bill  which  was  objection- 
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able  to  US.  They  withdrew  that  entirely  on 
account  of  the  opposition  which  we  gave,  and 
which  was  given  by  the  honourable  gentlemen 
who  were  supporting  us.  I  do  not  say  that  the 
G6vemment  made  these  alterations  entirely  out 
of  deference  to  us,  but  it  was  on  account  of  the 
opposition  which  was  given  by  several  honour- 
able gentlemen  on  both  sides  of  the  House. 
I  should  like  to  express  my  thanks  and  gratifi- 
cation to  those  honourable  gentlemen  on  both 
sides  of  the  House  who  admitted  the  justice 
of  the  opposition  that  we  mode  to  the  Bill, 
who  saw  that  it  was  not  right,  by  a  clause 
of  the  Act,  to  alter  the  special  representation 
given  to  the  Native  people  under  another  and 
separate  Act.  There  was  no  arrangement 
with  the  Premier  about  this  matter  ni  all. 
The  Premier  come  to  us  and  said  in  a  few 
words  that  the  Government  had  decided  to 
excise  the  objectionable  portion  from  the  Bill. 
Honourable  members  know  perfectly  well  that 
I  am  not  a  supporter  of  the  Government ;  but  I 
say  this :  I  will  support  this  Government  or 
any  other  Government  in  doing  what  is  right. 
I  do  ask  honourable  gentlemen  not  to  make 
such  pointed  allusions  to  the  Native  members 
in  future.  I  think  the  allusions  which  are 
often  mode  about  us  have  a  bad  effect.  They 
prevent  work  going  on  in  an  ei  parte  manner. 
An  erroneous  impression  was  created  in  the 
minds  of  some  honourable  gentlemen  owing  to 
the  statement  made  by  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  the  Northern  Maori  District.  He  did 
not  express  himself  clearly,  and  I  must  admit 
there  was  some  ground  for  tho  mistake  which 
was  made.  I  do  not  feel  sore  about  this  matter 
at  all,  and  I  intended  to  speak  in  any  case,  if 
only  to  thank  honourable  gentlemen  for  the 
sympathy  and  support  they  have  afforded  us. 
I  have  to  thank  the  Government  also  for  having 
done  us  justice. 

Amendment  negatived. 

On  the  question,  That  the  Bill  be  read  a 
third  time, 

Mr.  W.  P.  REEVES  said,— I  am  glad  to  see 
that  this  debate  is  concluding ;  and  if  I  had  any 
reason  to  suppose  that  by  my  speaking  I  should 
cause  the  debate  to  be  further  prolonged  I 
would  not  now  speak,  for  I  am  exceedingly 
anxious  the  debate  should  conclude.  As  there 
appears  to  be  no  danger  of  the  debate  being 
much  prolonged,  I  shall  take  the  opportunity 
of  saying  a  very  few  words.  I  must  reply  to 
the  accusations  which  the  honourable  member 
for  Wairau  has  thrown  out  against  tho  Opposi- 
tion. These  accusations  are  entirely  unde- 
served, and  if  the  honourable  gentleman  does 
not  know  it  he  ought  to  know  it.  Speaking  for 
the  majority  of  the  Opposition,  I  may  say  there 
have  been  verr  great  and  persistent  efforts  to 
hasten  on  the  business  of  the  session,  and  that 
over  and  over  again,  both  in  this  House  and  out 
of  it,  many  of  us  have  gone  to  a  great  deal  of 
personal  trouble  to  endeavour  to  get  discussions 
shortened  and  the  business  of  the  House  gone  on 
with.  I  will  give  my  word  of  honour  that  that 
is  true ;  and  it  is  not  only  the  cose  in  regard  to 
my  own  humble  and  insignificant  eSorts,  but  it 
is  the  cose  regarding  the  efforts  of  the  moic  im- 
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portant  members  of  our  side.  The  honourable 
gentleman's  accusation  against  us  was  totally 
undeserved,  and  he  certainly  had  no  possible 
means  of  knowing  that  it  could  be  dosorved. 
There  has  been  no  organized  obstruction 
whatever  since  the  session  began ;  and,  if 
it  is  the  case  that  certain  honourable  gentle- 
men have  spoken  rather  at  length  and  re- 
peatedly, that  has  been  because  of  the  action 
which  the  Government  have  chosen  to  take. 
I  do  not  think  that  any  session  could  have  been 
moire  misinansged  than  this  session  has  been 
by  the  Govornment ;  and,  as  the  Government 
are  responsible  for  the  management  of  the  busi- 
ness of  this  House,  and  as  they  have,  since  the 
session  began,  had  a  most  crushing  majority, 
I  consider  that  the  onus  lies  on  the  Premier 
and  on  his  party  of  what  has  taken  place.  The 
first  piece  of  obstruction  wo  had  was  the  un- 
necessary delay  of  three  weeki^,  against  which 
many  of  us  protested,  but  it  was  granted.  And 
the  second  piece  of  obstruction  was  the  way  in 
which  the  Premier  delayed  bringing  down  the 
vital  part  of  his  policy.  He  was  contented  first 
with  giving  us  nothing  to  do,  and,  secondly, 
with  throwing  firebrands  amongst  us,  which  he 
must  have  known  would  cause  long  discus- 
sions. Could  he  expect  that  such  measures  as 
those 

Major  ATKINSON.— This  settles  the  half- 
past  twelve  business. 

Mr.  W.  P.  P.EEVES.— In  order  to  show  my 
earnestness  in  the  matter  I  will  sit  down. 

Major  ATKINSON.  —  You  have  done  it 
already,  of  course. 

Mr.W.  P.  REEVES.— Very  well,  I  will  go 
on.  He  amused  himself  by  flinging  firebrands 
(unong  us.  He  has  over  and  over  again  thrown 
ont  remarks  which  ho  must  have  known  would 
create  ill-feeling  and  exasperate  the  Opposition. 
If  he  has  not  done  that  purposely,  I  can  only 
s  y  that  he  has  been  for  some  time  past  in  such 
a  state  of  irritation  as  to  be  quite  unable  to 
control  his  demeeinour  in  this  House.  For 
these  reasons  I  consider  that  the  remarks  of  the 
honourable  member  for  Wairaa  were  entirely 
undeserved ;  and  I  again  repeat,  in  order  to 
put  it  on  record,  that  thn  Opposition  have,  both 
in  the  House  and  out  of  the  House,  repeatedly 
made  every  endeavour  to  hasten  on  the  busi- 
ness of  the  session. 

Mr.  DODSON.— The  honourable  gentleman 
who  has  just  spoken,  and  many  other  honour- 
able gentlemen,  I  am  quite  aware,  have  not 
obstructed  the  business  of  this  House.  The 
fact,  however,  remains  that  from  the  Oppo- 
sition benches  the  obstruction  has  come. 

Mr.  W.  P.  REEVES.— The  Premier  has  said 
that  I  aided  obstruction  by  voting  with  those 
who  obstructed.  That  is  contrary  to  fact. 
Whenever  an  amendment  was  moved  which 
seemed  to  me  to  be  anything  in  the  nature  of 
mere  delay,  I  have  walked  into  the  Ministerial 
lobby ;  and  the  division-lists  will  prove  that 
what  I  say  is  true. 

Mr.  0'CAL>LA6H.AN.— As  one  of  those  who 
voted  against  this  Bill  from  the  very  beginning, 
I  think  I  may  here  say  one  word  as  to  what  has 
been  oaid  as  to  the  obstruotion  coming  from 


this  side  of  the  House.  No  one  can  charge  me 
with  obstructing  this  measure  or  any  other.  I 
have  voted  consistently  against  this  measure, 
for  what  I  consider  good  reasons.  The  Premier 
oonnot  charge  mo  with  being  a  bitter  opponent 
to  his  Government.  I  have  voted  against  liim, 
for  reasons  which  appear  satisfactory  to  me,  on 
this  and  other  occasions.  In  this  case  I  voted 
on  the  principle  of  pr -venting  a  gross  unconsti- 
tutional wrong  being  committed  on  this  colony. 
That  is  my  opinion,  and  I  shall  hold  to  it  to 
the  last.  I  now  make  a  final  protest  against 
the  pa-ssing  of  this  Bill.  It  is  intended  to  place 
power  in  the  hands  of  the  honourable  gentle- 
man who  wields  power  with  the  greatest  se- 
verity, who  is  surrounded  by  a  number  of 
almost  tiros  in  politics  as  Ministers.  It  is  pro- 
posed to  give  the  Premier  a  power  over  this 
House  and  the  country  for  the  next  three  years, 
by  the  action  he  has  taken  in  connection  with 
this  measure — that  is,  by  passing  that  uncon- 
stitutional clause  enabling  him  to  dissolve  the 
House  and  thus  deprive  twenty-five  member* 
of  their  scats.  That  is  a  power  which  no 
sensible  man  ought  for  a  moment  to  place  in 
the  hands  of  any  one  man.  That  is  the  sole 
reason  for  my  voting  against  this  Bill.  When- 
ever the  Premier  has  brought  forward  measures 
which  I  considered  for  the  good  of  the  country 
I  have  gone  into  the  lobby  with  him,  and  I  am 
prepared  to  do  so  again.  I  should  have  voted 
for  this  measure,  and  for  the  reduction  of 
members,  with  joy ;  but  I  could  not,  and  will 
not,  allow  such  nn  unconstitutional  measure  as 
this  to  bo  carrieil  without  protesting  once  more 
against  it.  I  warn  honourable  members  who 
have  voted  with  the  Premier  on  this  Bill  that 
the  time  will  come  when  they  will  bitterly  rue 
it,  and  that  they  will  be  treated  as  the  Canter- 
bury members  were  three  or  four  years  ago. 
They  supported  the  Government,  and  yet,  con- 
trary to  a  resolution  of  this  House,  the  Ministry 
levied  a  grain-tariff  on  a  certain  portion  of  the 
colony  without  informing  a  single  member  of 
the  party  from  that  part  of  the  colony  who 
were  supporting  the  Government.  Without 
giving  us  the  smallest  informatiou,  the  honour- 
able gentleman  threw  us  over,  and  imposed 
this  grain-tariff.  And  why  ?  Because  he 
thought  he  had  obtained  sufficient  support 
from  other  parts  of  the  colony  to  enable  him  to 
do  without  their  vote.  This  is  precisely  the 
action  which  the  honourable  gentleman  will 
carry  out  towards  those  honourable  gentlemen 
who  are  supporting  him  in  carrying  out  this 
measure,  and  I  warn  them  that  ha  will  use  this 
power  with  what  is  called  a  "  bobnniled  boot " 
policy,  and  that  they  will  yet  rue  having  acted 
with  him  in  carrying  through  this  Bill. 

Mr.  BUXTON.— Sir,  I  have  bean  greatly  sur- 
prised in  listenuig  to  the  charge  mnde  against 
the  members  of  this  side  ot  the  House  of  ob- 
struction. It  has  been  made  repeatedly,  again 
and  again.  I  happen  to  be  almost  surrounded 
by  several  friends  of  the  Government  who  con- 
stantly, whenever  any  honourable  member  that 
is  on  what  is  called  the  Opposition  side  gets 
up,  will  begin  to  say,  "  Qaestion,  question," 
and  want- him  to  sit  down  at  every  moment. 
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To  my  mind,  we  are  something  like  what  I 
once  saw  in  a  school.  I  once  was  in  a  school 
where  the  master  was  absent  for  a  few  moments : 
when  he  came  bock  there  was  confusion,  and 
he  inquired  who  was  the  cause  of  this  confu- 
sion, and  every  boy  said,  "  Not  me,  not  me." 
It  is  something  like  that  in  this  House.  We 
do  not  like  jto  hear  the  name  of  "obstruction." 
Few  of  us  here  are  free  from  the  charge.  I 
have  not  been  charged  with  speaJcing  very 
often.  I  have  been  charged  with  going  into 
the  lobby  with  those  who  are  obstructing  the 
business  of  the  House.  I  think,  as  far  as  I  am 
able  to  judge,  wo  ore  more  or  less  guilty  of  ob- 
struction, from  the  highest  to  the  lowest ;  and 
I  do  think  there  bas  been  a  great  deal  of  ob- 
struction, and,  if  I  rightly  judge,  the  greatest 
minds  in  this  House  have  been  the  greatest 
obstructionists.  To  my  mind,  those  who  have 
the  greatest  ability  and  power  in  this  House 
have  obstructed  the  business  in  this  House  the 
most;  and  I  do  think  there  has  been  great 
waste  of  time,  and,  rather  than  that  I  should 
be  guilty  of  increasing  that  waste  of  time,  I  beg 
leave  to  say  no  more. 

Mr.  GRIMMOND.— Even  though  I  am  not 
open  to  the  charge  of  being  an  obstructionist, 
I  am  one  who  must  enter  my  protest  against 
the  passing  of  this  measure  which  is  now  before 
the  House.  I  do  not  know  that  gentlemen 
coming  here  and  opposing  a  measure  with  which 
they  do  not  agree  con  be  charged  with  obstruc- 
tion. I  have  never  attempted  to  waste  the 
time  of  the  Houso ;  but  I  have  a  right,  on 
behalf  of  the  constituents  I  represent,  to  lodge 
a  protest  against  this  Bill.  Not  only  does  it 
destroy  the  representation  of  a  great  part  of 
the  people  of  this  colony,  but  it  places  in  the 
hands  of  the  Premier  a  power  that  is  without 
a  parallel  in  constitutional  government  in  any 
part  of  the  world.  I  ask,  has  such  a  thing  ever 
been  done  in  any  constitutionally- governed 
country  or  colony  in  the  world  ?  If  not,  why 
should  the  people  of  Now  Zealand,  in  this  fair 
ootmtry,  place  themselves  in  such  a  position — 
not  only  the  Opposition,  but  the  gentlemen 
supporting  the  Govenimont — in  the  position  of 
fear  and  dependence  that  they  are,  or  may 
bo  at  all  events,  in :  that  they  will  not  feel 
inclined  to  vote  against  the  Government  as 
there  might  come  a  dissolution  ?  If  there  was 
a  Goverumout  measure  on  which  there  was 
a  close  division,  what  position  would  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Opposition  be  in  if  they  were  to 
vote  in  favour  of  the  Government?  It  would 
bo  thrown  in  their  teeth  that  they  voted  for  the 
Government  in  order  to  prevent  a  dissolution. 
The  whole  thing  is  surrounded  by  many  dif- 
ficulties, and  it  is  such  a  measure  as  I  do  not 
believe  that  any  independent  member  has  a 
right  to  vote  for ;  and,  for  tlie  last  time,  I  enter 
my  protest  in  the  matter,  no  matter  what  the 
consequences  may  be.  It  has  been  said  that 
the  man  who  votes,  as  it  were,  in  the  opposite 
lobby  is  an  obstructionist ;  but  what  will  be 
said  of  those  honourable  gentlemen  who  merely 
walk  out  of  the  House  ?  It  takes  no  longer  for 
a  teller  to  put  dovm  a  name  extra ;  but  some 
honourable  gentlemen  feel  more  keenly  and 
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more  strongly  than  others,  and  therefore  there 
is  a  greater  obstruction  from  those  gentlemen. 
If  I  thought  I  could  have  any  influence  or  ex- 
ercise any  power  which  might  prevent  this  Bill 
becoming  law,  I  would  do  a  great  deal  more 
than  I  have  done,  because  I  believe  it  to  be  a 
bod  Bill,  which  would  bring  on  the  members  of 
this  House  the  charge  of  not  being  free  and 
independent  members. 

Mr.  R.  H.  J.  REEVES.— I  regret  very  much 
that  I  have  again  to  lodge  my  protest  against 
the  carrying  of  this  BiU.  I  think  it  would 
have  been  better  if  the  Premier  had  taken 
the  second  reading  of  this  Bill  only,  and  thus 
had  had  the  principle  affirmed  that  a  reduc- 
tion of  members  should  take  place.  I  beUeve 
in  the  reduction  of  members ;  I  have  always 
consistently  spoken  and  voted  in  the  same 
direction.  I  think  we  have  ^ot  too  many 
members  in  the  House.  That  is  my  opinion, 
and  has  been  my  opinion  all  throughout. 
From  the  time  this  Bill  was  first  brought 
down,  I  think  the  Premier  and  other  honour- 
able members  will  bear  me  out  that  I  have 
supported  'the  Bill ;  but,  when  I  say  that,  I 
do  not  mean  for  one  moment  that  I  support 
the  placing  in  the  hands  of  this  Government 
or  any  Government  such  an  overwhelming 
power  SLS  they  will  have  by  the  passing  of 
this  Act.  Hod  the  Premier  consented  to  ac- 
cept the  second  reading  of  the  Bill  and  affirm 
the  principle,  that  would  have  been  quite  satis- 
factory to  me  and  other  honourable  members. 
But  the  action  that  has  been  taken  in  regard  to 
this  Bill  by  some  honourable  members  is,  to  my 
mind,  of  tiie  most  humiliating  kind.  What  did 
we  see  7  We  saw  here  that  the  House  calmly 
and  dispassionately  discussed  this  Bill.  We 
saw  none  of  the  Government  supporters  go  info 
the  lobby  against  them.  It  was  never  mtended, 
as  far  as  I  am  concerned,  to  be  a  party  ques- 
tion. It  was  never,  on  this  side  of  the  House 
— as  far  as  I  know — put  in  that  light  at  all. 
We  were  prepared,  in  every  sense  of  the  word, 
to  assist  the  Government  to  bring  this  Bill  up 
to  the  second  reading,  and  were  supported  by 
nine  honourable  gentlemen  who,  by  their  action 
yesterday,  have  stultified  themselves,  and,  to 
my  mind,  I  will  not  say  brought  contempt  on 
the  House,  though  I  might  say  so  if  it  were  not 
an  unparliamentary  expression.  The  action 
of  these  honourable  gentlemen  I  consider  of 
the  most  pusillanimous  kind.  What  is  the 
result?  I  do  not  wonder  that  the  Premier 
or  any  one  placed  in  his  position  should  be- 
come a  little  bit  irritable.  I  myself  am  per- 
haps one  of  the  most  amiable  men  anywhere 
— (Oh  I) — it  may  be  egotistical  to  say  so,  but,  at 
the  same  time,  I  think  it  is  a  fact — but  per- 
haps I  might  have  been  a  little  irritable  under 
the  same  circumstances.  The  Premier  forgot 
the  high  position  he  holds  when  he  spoke  to 
certain  honourable  gentlemen  who  beUeve  in 
him  right  up  to  the  hilt.  He  forgot,  I  say,  his 
high  position  when  he  spoke  to  them  on  going 
into  the  lobby,  and  told  them  if  they  voted  for 
the  amendment  of  the  honourable  member  for 
Dunedin  West  he  should  take  it  as  a  vote 
of  want  of  confidence  and  should  resign.    I 
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can  hardly  imagine  how  he  could  have  done  so, 
although  La  has  no  doubt  hod  very  great  pro- 
vocation. He  is  under  the  impression  that  my- 
self, the  honourable  member  for  Knmara,  the 
honourable  member  for  Nelson,  and  the  honour- 
able member  for  Motueka  are  obstructing  the 
business.  But  I  do  not  think  for  one  moment 
Te  should,  in  discussing  such  an  important  and 
vital  question  as  this,  be  accused  of  obstruction. 
Every  honourable  member,  let  him  be  ever  so 
humble,  has  a  perfect  right  to  express  himself, 
and  show  the  reason  why  he  votes  one  way 
or  another.  I  shall  not  vote  against  the  Go- 
vernment on  this  occasion ;  but  I  wish  to  point 
out  the  very  serious  position  they  are  placing 
this  House  in,  and  particularly  Uieir  own  sup- 
porters. The  honourable  gentlemen  seemed  to 
me  this  morning  to  be  like  cattle  driven  into 
a  pen.  It  was  a  case  of  putting  down  his  foot, 
and  saying,  "If  you  do  not  vote  according 
to  your  instructions  I  shall  feel  compelled  to 
resign ;  and,  if  I  resign,  what  will  be  the  re- 
sult? Tbe  result  will  be  most  disastrous  to  the 
oonntry."  If  ho  resigned  the  result  would  be 
that  the  honourable  member  for  Christchuroh 
North  would  be  sent  for  to  form  a  Government. 
Now,  Sir,  I  mean  to  say  there  are  men  in  this 
House  who  are  quite  as  capable  of  taking  the 
reins  of  government  as  either  the  honourable 
member  for  Kgmont  or  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Christchurch  North  —  perhaps,  if  the 
truth  were  known,  more  so.  J  contend  we 
want  to  have  new  blood.  It  is  all  very  well  to 
say  that  the  Premier  has  got  new  men  in  the 
Ministry.  I  admit  he  has.  I  contend  there 
are  men  in  this  Hoasf  who  are  quite  as  capable 
of  taking  up  the  reins  of  government  as  either 
of  those  honourable  gentlemen,  and  perhaps 
more  so.  It  may  be  said  that  the  honourable 
member  for  Bgmont  has  got  a  new  team  along 
with  him ;  but  the  new  team,  with  the  excep- 
tion of  one  or  two  that  have  a  backbone,  are 
of  such  a  nature  as  that  they  are  bound  to 
follow  whatever  course  is  dictated  to  thorn  by 
the  Premier.  I  do  not  blame  the  Premier  for 
that.  Bnt  I  say,  again,  that  there  are  men  in 
this  House — I  am  not  speaking  of  myself — 
quite  as  capable  of  conducting  the  business  of 
Oie  country  as  either  the  honourable  member 
for  Egmont  or  the  honourable  member  for 
Christchnrch  North,  and  I  hope  the  time  is 
not  far  distant  when  we  shall  have  a  different 
class  of  men  in  the  Ministrv  altogether. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— Sir,  I  believe  this  is  the  last 
occasion  that  I  shall  have  an  opportunity 
of  saying  a  few  words  on  this  Bill.  I  am 
positive,  in  my  own  mind,  that  there  are  many 
members  who  will  say  that  they  are  only  too 
thankful  it  is  the  last  occasion.  I  hear  many 
honourable  members  on  the  Government  side 
say,  "  Hear,  hear ; "  but  let  me  tell  them 
that,  though  it  may  be  the  last  time  I  shall  be 
able  to  speiak  on  this  Bill,  the  day  will  come 
when  many  of  those  who  now  say,  "  Hear, 
hear,"  and  who  feel  so  pleasant  at  the  present 
time  at  the  passing  of  this  Bill — I  am  positive, 
I  say,  that  tney  will  come  to  regret  it.  Now, 
as  regards  obstruction,  I  feel  proud  of  what 
I  hW6  done,  and  regret  my  inability  to  do 


more.  Let  me  tell  the  Premier  that  he 
himself  is  in  a  great  measure  responsible  for 
some  of  the  delay  that  has  taken  place  in 
the  passing  of  this  measure.  This  is  not  the 
first  time  I  have  told  him  so,  and  perhaps  it 
may  not  be  the  last ;  but  if  he  saw  his  way  to 
set  aside  the  fortiter  in  re  and  to  adopt  the 
maviter  in  modo,  it  would  be  better  in  the  con- 
ducting of  tbe  business  of  the  country  in  this 
House.  I  say  the  Premier  does  provoke  mem- 
bers ;  and  he  goes  beyond  the  bounds  we  have 
been  used  to  in  the  past.  During  the  time  of 
former  Governments,  with  other  honourable 
gentlemen  at  their  head,  we  have  at  all  events 
had  civility. 

Mr.  FISHER.— From  Sir  Robert  Stout. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— Yes;  and  from  Sir  John 
Hall.  The  present  Premier  has  been  in  the 
position  of  having  to  retire  from  high  positions 
he  has  occupied  a  number  of  times,  including 
the  Premiership ;  and  I  had  hoped  the  honour- 
able gentleman  would  have  learned  from  ad- 
versity, and  that  when  we  again  saw  him  in 
the  responsible  position  lie  now  holds  we  should 
have  from  him  something  different  from  what 
we  were  accustomed  to  in  former  times.  There 
are  other  members  in  this  House  having  very 
much  the  same  nature  and  ways  as  the  Pre- 
mier ;  but  I  should  have  thought  the  high  posi- 
tion the  Premier  holds  would  have  had  the 
effect  of  curbing  those  undesirable  characteris- 
tics in  him.  The  honourable  gentleman  is 
irritating  and  quarrelsome  on  the  slightest  pre- 
text, and  his  manner  and  language  to  honour- 
able gentlemen  are  sometimes  very  provoking 
indeed.  I  believe  that  any  honourable  gentle- 
man in  the  position  of  head  of  the  Govern- 
ment and  lender  of  the  House  must  be  firm, 
and  unless  lie  is  firm  it  is  quite  possible  that  he 
may  not  lead  long;  but  it  is  one  thing  to  be 
firm  in  a  gentlemanly  and  courteous  way,  and 
another  thing  to  be  obstinate  and  irritating. 
If  it  would  not  be  too  strong  a  term,  I  would 
say  that  the  honourable  gentleman  at  the 
head  of  the  Government  has  been  often,  during 
the  last  few  days,  somewhat  offensive ;  and 
that  recoils  on  himself  in  this  respect :  that 
the  business  of  the  House  does  not  proceed 
very  rapidly.  The  honourable  gentleman  at- 
tributes to  other  honourable  members  base 
motives,  and  tells  them  that  they  are  con- 
ducting themselves  in  a  disgraceful  manner; 
and,  if  he  expects  such  terms  to  pass  unchal- 
lenged when  applied  to  honourable  members 
on  this  side  of  the  House,  I  must  tell  him  that 
he  must  not  judge  of  honourable  gentlemen  on 
this  side  by  the  meek  and  lowly  followers  he 
has  on  that  side.  There  is  a  spirit  on  this  side 
of  the  House  that  will  upon  every  possible 
occasion  resent  treatment  of  that  kind.  Sir, 
on  this  particular  question  I  am  consistent, 
and  have  been  consistent.  Tbe  Premier  has 
known  that  ever  since  I  have  been  in  the  House 
I  have  taken  a  deep  interest  in  the  question  of 
representation,  and  have  always  tried  to  pre- 
vent any  alteration  being  made  to  the  detri- 
ment of  the  sparsely-settled  districts  of  the 
colony.  The  honourable  gentleman,  in  1881,  by 
the  paasifig  of  the  Representation  Act  injured 
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Westlsind  to  the  extent  of  taking  away  one-third 
of  its  representative  power,  that  Act  abolish- 
ing the  Totara  District.  The  Premier  was  a 
member  of  the  Oovernmect  that  did  our  dis- 
trict that  wrong.  By  the  same  measure  the 
neighbouring  Provincial  District  of  Nelson  lost 
two  of  its  representatives.  Every  time  the 
honourable  gentleman  has  made  a  change  in 
the  matter  of  representation  he  has  dene  an 
injury  to  the  west  coast  of  the  Middle  Island 
— he  has  deliberately  and,  I  believe,  inten- 
tionally so  framed  the  measures  that  we  have 
been  deprived  of  part  of  our  representation. 
The  honourable  gentleman  must  know  that  if 
you  take  away  the  representative  power  of  a 
district  you  arc  taking  away  that  wliich  is  of 
the  utmost  importance,  because  without  repre- 
sentation people  do  not  get  justice  done  to 
them.  And  would  it  be  right,  or  fair,  or  just 
for  me  in  my  position  as  a  member  of  this 
House  to  see  this  done  time  after  time  by  the 
honourable  gentleman  and  by  Governments  he 
is  connected  with,  without  raising  my  voice? 
If  I  kept  silent  at  such  a  time  I  should  not  bo 
doing  my  duty.  Under  adverse  circumstances, 
and  without  help,  I  have  done  my  best.  I 
brought  forward  an  amendment  providing  that 
there  should  be  a  census  taken  before  redistri- 
bution, so  that  we  should  have  justice  accord- 
ing to  population.  On  the  west  coast  of  the 
Middle  Island  there  has  been  a  great  increase 
of  population,  and  without  a  census  we  should 
not  get  justice.  The  Premier  admitted  it  was 
right  that  there  should  be  a  census  taken  be- 
fore redistribution,  and  that  we  ha<t  suffered 
injustice  by  the  passing  of  the  lost  Bepresenta- 
tion Act ;  and  yet,  in  the  face  of  that  injustice, 
he  refused  to  allow  that  small  amendment  re- 
garding the  census  to  be  mode.  The  honour- 
able gentleman  admitted  that  the  electoral 
distriots  ought  not  to  bo  re-formed  before  a 
census  is  taken,  and  he  said  something  must 
be  dono  ;  but,  if  it  is  necessary  and  right  to  do 
it,  why  should  it  not  be  done  at  once  ?  Why 
trust  to  the  future  when  it  is  quite  possible 
that  there  might  have  to  be  an  early  election 
under  the  .\ct,  and  when,  if  no  census  could  be 
taken,  we  should  lose  part  of  the  representa- 
tion we  are  entitled  to?  Then,  the  Premier 
himself  admits,  as  to  the  quota,  that  there 
should  be  an  increase  proportionately,  in  view 
of  the  reduction  mode  in  the  number  of  mem- 
bers, to  equalise  the  relative  position  of  the 
country  districts  and  the  towns.  He  admits 
that  there  should  be  an  increased  quota  given 
to  the  country  districts,  but  he  refuses  to  allow 
an  amendment  to  be  made  to  that  effect.  The 
honourable  gentleman  has  a  large  majority  of 
followers  who  are  country  representatives,  and 
no  doubt  they  are  satisfied  in  their  own  mind 
with  what  is  to  be  done  next  year.  I  do  not 
say  that  any  arrangement  has  been  come  to, 
because  the  Premier  has  denied  that ;  and 
whatever  faults  I  find  with  the  honourable 
gentleman  I  always  give  him  credit  for  being 
straightforward  in  his  statements  to  us,  and  not 

knowingly  trying  to  mislead 

Major  ATKINSON.— You  said  the  very  re- 
verse yesterday. 
Mr.  Seddon 


Mr.  SEDDON.— If  that  is  really  the  impres. 
sion  on  the  mind  of  the  Premier  of  what  I  said, 
I  take  this  early  opportunity  of  saying  that  I 
never  intended  it.  I  may  have  been  somewhab 
irritated,  and  conveyed  a  meaning  by  my  words 
that  I  never  intended ;  and  I  think  it  is  only 
fair  and  manly  on  my  part  to  disabuse  the 
mind  of  the  honourable  gentleman,  and  to  say 
that  I  regret  if  I  said  anything  that  could  cause 
an  impression  that  the  Premier  would  wilfully 
mislead  as  in  any  statement  he  might  make, 
because,  during  all  the  time  I  have  known  the 
honourable  gentleman,  I  have  known  him,  in 
that  respect  at  all  events,  to  be  always  straight- 
forward. He  has  told  the  House  that  there 
is  no  arrangement  between  himself  and  the 
country  members  in  this  respect ;  and  all  I 
would  say  is  this :  that  the  country  members 
who  are  supporting  the  Government  may  be 
relying  on  their  being  able  to  bring  sufficient 
pressure  to  bear  on  the  Government  next  session, 
and  so  compelling  the  Government  to  allow  an 
increased  quota  to  the  country  districts.  But 
when  I  moved  an  amendment  tliat  25  per  cent, 
should  be  added  to  the  country  districts,  we 
found  the  country  members  who  are  on  the 
Government  side  refusing  to  vote  for  it.  The 
honourable  member  for  Woodvillo  interjects. 
that  my  amendment  did  not  go  far  enough. 
Well,  I  hope  the  town  members  on  both  sides 
of  the  House  will  remember  the  ejaculation  of 
the  honourable  gentleman,  and  will  be  prepared 
for  what  is  coming  when  the  country  members 
on  the  Government  side  of  the  House  wish, 
perhaps,  to  have  33  per  cent.,  or  perhaps  50  per 
cent.,  of  increased  quota  given  to  them.  Then, 
I  moved  another  amendment,  that  in  the 
mining  districts  the  quota  should  bo  increased 
25  per  cent. ;  and  that  was  negatived :  and  I 
then,  OS  a  lost  resource,  moved  a  further 
amendment,  that  the  Bill  should  not  apply  to 
the  electorates  in  the  Provincial  Districts  of 
Westland,  Nelson,  Marlborough,  and  Taranoki. 
I  think  the  Premier  will  admit  that  the 
four  provincial  districts  I  thus  took  in  are 
now  labouring  under  difficulties  that  no  other 
parts  of  New  Zealand  are  labouring  under. 
We  have,  in  Westland,  a  vast  and  valuable 
estate  that  requires  to  be  developed,  and  it  re- 
quires money  to  do  that ;  and  the  less  repre- 
sentation you  have  for  that  part  of  the  country 
the  less  chance  there  will  be  of  getting  justice 
done  to  that  estate.  In  the  southern  part  of 
Westland  there  is  a  vast  tract  of  country  that 
only  requires  a  little  money  to  develop  it,  and 
it  is  so  full  of  mineral  wealth  that  in  a  very  short 
time  you  will  find  there  a  home  for  the  over- 
population of  the  older-settled  districts.  But 
you  have  denied  us  money  for  this  purpose; 
and,  when  we  have  asked  for  roads  and  tracks 
to  open  communication  there,  you  have  denied 
ns  that  also ;  and  when  we  euiked  for  a  railway 
to  connect  us  with  the  rest  of  the  colony,  as 
was  promised  when  Westland  was  separated 
from  Canterbury  in  1868 — although  since  then 
you  have  spent  between  £14,000,000  and 
£15,000,000  in  public  works  in  other  parts 
of  the  colony — we  have  been  left  out  in  the 
cold,  treated  as  stepchildren,  and  looked  npon 
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&a  if  vie  htA  no  relationship  to  you.  When 
this  position  of  affairs  was  brought  before  the 
House,  a  statement  was  prepared  by  Sir  John 
Hall,  the  then  Premier,  whioh  showed  that 
very  nearly  half  a  million  of  money  was 
owing  to  Wcstland,  if  it  was  to  be  placed  in 
the  same  position  as  other  parts  of  the  colony 
with  respect  to  the  expenditure  of  borrowed 
money.  Mow,  the  Parliament  has  done  Us 
some  justice,  because  it  has  decided  that 
we  are  to  have  railway  communication :  but 
we  have  there  to  submit  to  what  has  not  been 
done  in  any  other  port  of  the  colony ;  the 
whole  of  our  landed  estate  has  to  be  handed 
over  to  a  foreign  syndicate,  and  it  is  in  the 
womb  of  the  future  to  see  whether  that  syndi- 
cate will  be  a  boon  to  us  or  not — whether  they 
will  allow  those  who  come  to  Westland  to  en- 
joy the  benefit  of  that  estate,  or  whether  they 
will  act  the  same  as  other  absentees,  and 
either  increase  the  taritC  on  us  in  the  price  of 
the  land,  or,  instead  of  spending  money  on 
that  estate  to  develop  it,  hold  it  hack  and 
keep  it  for  sheep-runs  and  timber-licenses.  I 
say  we  have  been  treated  wrongfully  in  this 
respect,  but  there  was  nothing  else  for  it  if  we 
were  ever  to  have  railway  communication.  I 
should  prefer  to  have  the  half-million  which  is 
due  to  us  from  the  Public  Works  Fund  of  the 
colony,  and  make  the  railway  as  others  have 
been  made.  But  it  is  want  of  representa- 
tion, wtJit  of  votes  in  Parliament,  that  has 
kept  us  back  from  having  our  fair  share  of 
the  public  money.  I  do  not  wish  to  throw 
blame  on  those  who  have  passed  away,  and 
who  at  that  time  represented  that  part  of 
the  colony,  but  I  say  that  the  few  pounds 
which  were  spent  there  on  water-races  were 
wasted  through  a  want  of  knowledge  on 
the  part  of  Uie  head  of  the  Public  Works 
Department.  Had  those  who  represented 
that  part  of  the  colony  insisted  on  railway 
communication  when  the  Act  was  passed,  in 
1868,  private  enterprise  would  have  done  all 
the  rest  as  regards  developing  our  mines.  I 
say,  if  you  stUl  further  take  from  the  repre- 
sentation, the  chances  will  be  that  we  shall 
have  less  opportunity  of  making  our  fair  claims 
on  this  Parliament,  and  getting  justice  done  to 
ns.  Then,  I  would  say  again  that  the  oppo- 
sition which  I  have  shown  to  this  measure  has 
not  been  factious  opposition.  I  have  not  gone 
beyond  what  I  can  answer  for  to  my  con- 
stituents. I  may  tell  the  Premier,  without 
disclosing  party  secrets  or  doing  an  injustice  to 
those  who  have  been  working  with  me,  that 
members  of  the  Opposition  have  asked  me  to 
withdraw  my  opposition  to  this  Bill :  they 
deserted  me,  and  refused  as  a  party  to  indorse 
the  steps  I  have  taken.  What  I  did  I  did  on 
my  own  responsibility.  Now,  let  me  say  that 
I  regret  the  Opposition  did  not  take  the  proper 
constitutional  course  witli  regard  to  this  Bill ; 
for  I  believe  it  to  be  constitutional,  where  you 
find  that  a  majority  of  the  House  have  come  to 
a  conclusion  after  due  deliberation,  and  then 
that  the  Qovemment,  by  threats  on  resigning, 
has  caused  men  to  go  bock  on  what  they  did  de- 
liberately— I  say  it  would  be  thoroughly  con- 


stitutional, and  woald  have  been  indorsed  by 
the  country,  if  the  Opposition  had  used  their 
power,  and  said,  "  We  will  uso  every  means  in 
our  power  and  every  form  of  the  House  to 
maintain  the  decision  of  the  majority."  If 
that  had  been  done,  we  should  not  now  see  a 
complacent  smile  on  the  face  of  the  Premier. 
I  know  there  was  something  more  than  the 
Representation  Bill  troubling  the  Premier. 
To-day  the  honourable  gentleman  had  to  tell 
us  he  was  wanting  money,  and  must  have  it. 
Well,  if  you  are  in  difficulties,  and  the  purse 
is  empty,  that  is  the  greatest  power  the 
Opposition  possesses.  The  Premier  did  not  tell 
us  that  it  was  want  of  money  as  well  as  not 
having  his  own  way  with  regard  to  the  BiU ; 
but,  if  the  Opposition  had  used  the  forms  of  the' 
House,  and  had  stopped  the  Bill  going  through 
Committee,  the  Premier  would  have  had  to  toll 
ns  that  he  was  in  want  of  money,  and  he  would 
have  had  to  make  terms  with  the  Opposition, 
because  there  are  thirty-nine  or  forty  honour- 
able gentlemen  who  cannot  be  called  Govern- 
ment supporters,  and  who,  I  believe,  would  be 
well  justified,  under  those  circumstances,  not- 
withstanding that  a  large  number  of  them  are 
supporters  of  the  Bill,  in  opposing  any  fur- 
ther progress  being  made  with  it,  especially 
when  by  that  means  they  would  be  supporting 
a  decision  come  to  by  a  majority  of  the  House. 
The  Premier  has  now  had  his  supply  granted  to 
him,  and  is  on  the  point  of  carrying  this  mea- 
sure, no  doubt,  by  a  large  majority.  At  tha- 
same  time,  I  would  say  to  him  that  he  is  insist- 
ing on  carrying  this  measure  through  in,  I 
thmk,  even  a  worse  manner  than  the  Bill  wa» 
carried  through  in  1881 ;  and  those  who  have 
read  the  history  of  that  occurrence  have  come 
to  the  conclusion  long  ago  that  the  privileges  of 
the  House  were  invaded  and  the  Bill  pushed 
through  in  an  unconstitutional  manner.  Again 
history  repeats  itself.  The  Premier  has  forced 
this  through  in  on  unconstitutional  manner, 
and  he  is  asking  for  an  unconstitutional  power 
under  the  Bill.  I  hope  it  will  not  be  used  by  him 
or  by  any  other  Premier  to  the  detriment  of  the 
people  of  New  Zealand  ;  but  still  the  power  is- 
in  the  Bill.  Then,  there  are  some  honourable 
members  whom  I  cannot  understand  support- 
ing this  Bill,  who,  when  you  meet  them  outside 
this  Chamber,  tell  you  that  they  are  opposed  to- 
the  Bill.  There  is  the  honourable  member  for 
Wairau:  that  honourable  gentleman  does  not 
disguise  the  fact  that  he  believes  the  Bill  will 
do  a  serious  injury  to  his  district.  Is  it  that  he 
comes  into  this  House  representing  a  minority, 
and  because  a  majority  would  not  support  him 
this  is  the  means  of  punishing  them  ?  If  that 
ia  the  position  he  has  taken  up,  no  more  cruel 
punishment  could  be  inflicted  on  the  people  he 
misrepresents.  I  will  undertake  to  say  ho 
could  not  defend  his  conduct  in  this  respect  on 
any  platform  in  the  district  be  misrepresents. 
The  honourable  gentleman  gives  as  an  excuse- 
that  his  reason  for  voting  as  he  has  done,  against 
his  conviction,  was  because  of  the  obstruction  of 
the  Opposition  ;  and  when  the  explanation  was- 
made  by  the  leader  of  the  Opposition,  and  by 
the  honourable  member  for  St.  Albans  and 
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other  honourable  members,  that  the  Opposition 
had  refused  to  be  parties  to  the  obstruction  to 
the  measure,  he  said,  "  You  belong  to  the 
Opposition,  and  because  two  or  three  members 
of  the  Opposition  thought  fit,  on  their  own  ac- 
count, to  oppose  the  measure,  you  are  just  as 
bad  as  they  are ;  and  that  justifies  my  vote." 
Last  evening  I  moved,  as  an  amendment  in  the 
Bill,  that  the  Province  of  Marlborough  should 
retain  its  present  number  of  members  and 
be  ezcladed  from  the  Bill;  but,  though  the 
honourable  gentleman  knew  full  well  that  there 
were  forty  or  fifty  honourable  members  going 
into  the  lobby  against  me,  we  find  him  joining 
that  large  majority.  If  he  wished  to  do  his 
duty  to  the  people  that  he  misrepresents  in  this 
House  ho,  at  all  events,  as  a  protest,  and  with 
a  view  of  carrying  out  his  convictions,  should 
have  gone  into  the  lobby  with  those  who  wanted 
to  see  excluded  from  the  Bill  the  Districts  of 
Westland,  Nelson,  Marlborough,  and  Taranaki. 
I  think  upon  this  question,  when  the  first  elec- 
tion takes  place  under  this  Act,  when  the  divi- 
sion of  electorates  is  made,  among  the  names  of 
those  honourable  members  who  will  be  found 
absent,  and  who  "  never  will  be  missed,"  will  be 
the  name  of  Dodson,  the  honourable  member 
for  Wairau.  I  was  taunted  by  the  Minister  of 
Education,  in  on  early  part  of  the  debates  on 
this  Bill,  that  I  had,  when  the  lato  Govern- 
ment were  in  office  and  were  passing  a  Repre- 
sentation Bill,  forced  the  House  to  reverse  a 
decision  that  it  had  previously  come  to. 

Mr.  FISHBB.— Hear,  hear. 

Mr.  SED0ON.  —  The  honourable  member 
says,  "  Hear,  hear."  Sir,  does  the  honourable 
gentleman  desire  to  pay  me  a  very  high  com- 
pliment? It  is  true  that  I  obstructed — if  he 
will  have  that  objectionable  phrase — it  is  true 
that  last  session  I  objected  to  the  Bill  going 
farther  when,  on  a  snatch-division,  a  decision 
was  arrived  at  which  did  not  express  the  feel- 
ing of  the  House.  The  Minister  of  Education 
knows  as  well  as  I  do  that  it  was  done  at  half- 
past  seven.  A  number  of  honourable  members 
in  the  lobbies,  without  any  notice  to  those 
who  were  not  there,  suddenly  decided  that 
they  would  take  a  division,  and  they  rushed 
into  the  House  and  a  division  was  taJcen,  and 
by  this  means  it  was  carried  that  the  number 
of  members  should  be  seventy-one.  There 
were  thirty  honourable  members  absent  on  that 
occasion.  Some  were  in  the  lobbies,  and 
thought  the  bell  was  ringing  for  "  a  house  " — 
were  not  aware  that  it  was  for  a  division  on  the 
main  question ;  and  only  two-thirds,  or  not 
much  more,  of  the  House  voted.  It  was  be- 
cause the  division  was  taken  in  the  manner 
that  it  was  taken  that  I  used  every  power  that 
'  I  could  use  to  insist  upon  the  House  having  an 
opportunity  of  reviewing  that  decision.  The 
result  was  that  in  the  next  vote  all  the  members 
in  the  House  voted  or  were  accounted  for,  and 
the  numbers  were  equal ;  and,  on  the  casting- 
vote  of  the  Chairman,  the-  Committee  gave  its 
decision  in  favour  of  an  increased  number  of 
ninety-one  European  members,  besides  the  four 
Maori  members.  The  Minister  of  Education 
knows  very,  well  that  another  attempt  was  made 
Ur.Seddon 


to  reduce  the  number  of  members,  but  that  it 
was  negatived  by  a  large  majority.  The  Act 
providing  for  ninety-five  members  was  placed 
upon  the  Statute  Book  and  became  law. 
He  cannot  say,  therefore,  that  the  last 
FajcUamcnt  declared  that  there  should  be  a 
reduction  in  the  number  of  members.  And 
what  thanks  do  I  get  from  the  twenty-five 
members  now  in  this  House  who,  according  to 
the  dictum  of  the  Minister  of  Education,  owe 
their  political  existence  to  the  honourable 
member  for  Kumara?  If  that  decision  had 
not  been  reversed,  and  the  number  had  not 
been  allowed  to  stand  at  ninety-five,  there  are 
twenty-five  members  in  the  House  who  would 
not  be  taking  part  in  the  politics  of  New  Zea- 
land at  the  present  time  ;  and  therefore  these 
twenty-five  members,  if  they  agree  with  the 
Mlnistor  of  Education,  will  think  they  have  no 
right  to  be  here.  If  so,  why  do  they  not  resign 
or  allow  this  measure  that  we  are  passing  now 
to  have  effect  at  once  ?  That  would  cut  short 
their  political  existence,  and  they  should  have 
no  objection  to  that.  Why  should  they  sit  and 
vote  in  this  House  if,  as  they  think,  the  last 
Parliament  never  intendod  tiiem  to  sit  and 
vote  ?  But  they  will  not  do  this,  and  tho  Go- 
vernment will  not  allow  them  to  do  it.  The 
Government  do  not  say  to  these  twenty-five 
members,  "  You  are  not  wanted  here."  What 
they  say  is,  "  If  you  do  not  vote  for  us  and  be- 
have as  good  boys  should  do  we  will  send  yon 
about  your  business."  I  think  those  honour- 
able gentlemen  ought  to  thank  me  for  their 
seats. 

ilr.  FISHEB. — A  public  man  never  receives 
thanks  until  he  dies. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— Then  I  hope  that  thanks, 
as  far  as  I  am  concerned,  are  a  long  way  ofi. 
Perhaps  it  is  political  death  that  the  Minister 
of  Education  means.  Well,  at  all  events,  I 
do  not  wish  to  see  his  political  death. 

An  Hon.  Membeb. — Ministerial  death. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— As  soon  as  you  like ;  but 
"  political  death  "  I  would  not  say,  because  I 
think  an  honourable  gentleman  possessing  his 
ability,  and  who  has  done  the  work  that  he  has 
done  for  the  country,  should  have  tlie  confidence 
of  those  who  send  him  here,  and  I  hope  that 
he  will  live  long  to  have  a  seat  in  Parliament. 
Now,  my  chief  objections  to  this  measure  are 
three.  One  is  that  it  gives  the  Government 
power  at  any  time  to  say  that  twenty-five  mem- 
bers shall  be  wiped  out  of  i>olitical  existence. 
The  second  is  uiat  the  Government  does  not 
take  power  to  order  the  boundaries  to  be  fixed 
at  once,  so  that  each  district  and  those  repre- 
senting it  would  know  where  tlie  boundaries 
were.  The  third  objection  I  take  is  that  the 
passing  of  this  Bill  means  that  the  wealthy 
men  —  the  landed  proprietors,  and  the  im- 
porters, and  the  representatives  of  absentees, 
and  all  property-owners — will  obtain  a  power  we 
have  no  right  to  give  them.  A  decrease  in  the 
number  of  members,  and  the  retention  of  the 
property  vote — these  two  things  co-existent  are 
bound  in  the  long-run  to  prove  detrimental 
to  the  people  of  tJho  colony — the  mass  of  the 
people ;  and  on  this  ground  I  have  used  my 
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best  endeavouis  to  pievent  this  Bill  from  pass- 
ing. However,  it  goes  to  another  place ;  and  if 
those  who  are  in  that  place  desire  the  good 
wishes  of  the  people  of  this  colony  they  will 
prevent  the  measure  from  becoming  law.  They 
always  refuse  to  be  parties  to  retrospective 
legislation,  and  I  hope  that  they  will  refuse  to 
be  parties  to  legislation  which  is  only  to  take 
effect  three  years  hence,  if  we  are  to  believe 
what  the  Government  say  are  their  intentions 
as  far  as  this  Bill  is  concerned.  We  do  not 
know  what  position  the  colony  may  be  in  three 
years  hence,  and  why  we  should  waste  a  whole 
week  in  forcing  this  Bill  through  is  a  matter 
that  I  cannot  understand.  I  am  reminded  by 
an  honourable  gentleman  that  the  party  is 
likely  to  sufier  because  I  have  spoken  on  this 
subject  in  the  way  I  have  done.  Seeing  that  the 
party  alluded  to  has  refused  to  have  anything 
to  do  with  the  course  I  have  taken,  I  cannot  be 
expected  to  recognise  the  party,  or  to  care  very 
much  whether  it  is  injured  or  benefited  by  the 
step  I  have  taken.  I  have  belonged  to  a  party 
of  one,  and  that  is  the  member  for  Kumara. 
I  have  taken  my  own  course ;  I  have  done  what  I 
have  done  from  a  conscientious  conviction,  and 
the  day  will  come  when  those  who  would  not 
join  in  the  course  I  have  taken  will  regret  that 
they  have  not  done  so,  and  when  those  on  the 
other  side  will  regret  that  I  have  not  been  suc- 
cessful. However,  there  is  yet  time.  I  believe 
that  there  will  be  an  opportunity  of  reviewing 
what  has  been  done.  I  believe  that  when  the 
people  fully  understand  and  are  aware  of  the 
effect  of  the  measure  there  will  bo  a  request 
on  the  part  of  the  people  to  have  the  measure 
repealed.  What  I  have  done  in  this  matter 
will  let  the  people  know  that  they  are  being  de- 
prived of  their  rights  ;  because  I  hold  that  the 
life  or  death,  the  adversity  or  prosperity,  the 
weal  or  the  woe  of  the  community  depends 
upon  the  representation  of  the  people.  The 
wider  the  franchise  the  more  the  people  can  use 
their  votes  and  execute  the  functions  of  free- 
men, the  greater  will  be  the  prosperity,  and  the 
greater  a  country's  progress.  I  say  this  is  a 
retrograde  step.  We  are  going  back  twenty 
years.  In  1881  the  honourable  gentleman  now 
at  the  head  of  the  Government  said  there 
should  be  ninety-five  members.  At  that  time 
we  had  a  population  of  450,000,  and  now  that 
we  have  600,000  it  is  proposed  to  have  seventy- 
four  members.  The  thing  is  clearly  incon- 
sistent ;  but  it  is  done  for  a  purpose.  The 
Government  know  the  full  effect  of  it,  bnt  it  is 
a  question  whetlier  the  Government  can  blind 
the  people  so  that  they  cannot  see  through  it. 
I  thmk  there  is  sufficient  intelligence  in  the 
colony  to  see  through  the  Bill. 

Major  STEWARD.— I  have  listened  to  the 
whole  of  this  debate,  and  I  am  one  of  a  number 
of  honourable  members,  on  this  side  of  the 
House,  who  remained  silent,  and  did  their  best 
to  secure  that  we  should  be  able  to  proceed 
with  new  business  this  evening;  bnt,  as  that 
opportnui^  has  been  missed,  I  shall  say  a  few 
words  on  wis  subject,  though,  as  the  hour  is  so 
late,  I  shall  not  detain  the  House  more  than  a 
conple  of  minutes  to  explain  the  conne  I  intend 


to  take.  Curing  my  speeches  this  session,  and 
during  the  recess,  I  have  clearly  indicated  my 
own  view :  that  it  is  desirable  for  the  number  of 
members  of  this  branch  of  the  Legislature  to 
be  considerably  reduced.  I  have  consistently 
voted  for  this  Bill  up  to  the  present  stage ;  bnt 
I  have  been  placed  in  a  position  of  very  great 
difficulty,  because  of  the  refusal  of  the  Govern- 
ment to  accept  what  I  believe  to  be  the  very 
reasonable  and  necessary  amendment  of  tho 
honourable  member  for  Dunedin  West.  I  re- 
cognise clearly  that  the  Bill  as  it  stands 
contains  a  power  which  ought  not  to  be  in- 
trusted by  any  Legislature  to  any  Government ; 
and  it  is  not  because  the  honourable  member 
for  Egmont  is  at  the  head  of  the  Government 
that  I  say  that.  I  say  the  power  should  not  bo 
intrusted  to  anybody,  and  there  is  a  power  in 
the  Bill  now  that  may  be  used  to  the  injury  of 
the  independence  of  this  Legislature.  I  should 
have  only  been  too  happy,  if  I  could  have  seen 
my  way,  to  support  my  honourable  friend  the 
member  for  Kumara  on  this  point ;  but,  having 
consistently  supported  tho  reduction  of  the 
number  of  members  in  the  House,  I  do  not  wish 
to  place  myself  in  a  false  position,  whereby  my 
vote  might  be  misunderstood ;  and  therefore 
I  cannot  oppose  the  third  reading,  although 
I  strongly  protest  against  the  unconstitutional 
power  which  is  contained  in  this  Bill,  which 
would  have  been  removed  by  the  reasonable 
amendment  of  the  honourable  member  for 
Dunedin  West,  and  which  I  understood  was 
such  an  amendment  as  the  Premier  himself 
invited.  By  the  removal  of  tho  safeguard  pro- 
vided by  that  amendment  I  am  placed  in  a 
position  of  great  difficulty.  Still,  I  shall  vote 
for  th<3  third  reading  of  this  Bill,  because  I 
look  to  the  whole  question  of  representation 
Iskws  being  brought  before  us  when  we  next 
meet — probably  in  April  next.  And  I  believe 
that  in  such  a  Bill  as  we  may  then  pass  we 
shall  undo  any  mischief  that  may  have  been 
done  in  the  present  measure.  I  protest  against 
the  form  in  which  it  stands,  and  I  must  ex- 
press my  sincere  regret  that  the  honourable 
gentleman  at  tho  head  of  the  Government  has 
not  seen  his  way  to  accept  the  amendment. 

The  House  divided  on  tho  question,  "  That 
the  Bill  be  read  a  third  time." 

Ayks,  38. 
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lionce. 

Majority  for,  25. 
On  the  question,  That  tlie  Bill  do  pass, 
Mr.  WHYTE  said, — I  wish  to  say  a  very  few 
words  just  now ;  and  I  do  so  for  two  objects. 
The  first  is  to  me  agreeable,  and  the  second 
decidedly  disagreeable.  I  wish  to  say  in  the 
first  place  a  few  words  with  regard  to  what  the 
honourable  member  for  Dunedin  West  stated 
regarding  the  motion  which  was  carried  last 
night,  and  which  was  afterwards  reversed. 
That  honourable  gentleman  said  he  hod  re- 
ceived a  communication  from  several  of  the 
leading  men  of  the  colony  highly  approving  of 
the  amendment.  I  believe  that  to  bo  true 
to  this  extent :  that  ho  has  received  a  tele- 
gram from  Sir  Robert  Stout  on  that  subject, 
and  to  the  effect  stated.  Now,  we  all  know 
that  there  is  no  doubt  he  is  a  very  high 
authority  on  constitutional  matters ;  and  we 
aUo  know,  from  throe  years'  experience  of  him, 
how  little  his  opinions  were  influenced  and 
guided  by  liis  wishes  in  such  matters.  So 
much  for  that;  but  in  the  second  place  I  wish 
to  say  that  I  am  sorry  for  the  behaviour  which 
we  have  seen  throughout  this  debate,  more 
especially  from  the  honourable  member  for 
Kumara  and  the  honourable  members  for 
Nelson  and  Motaeka;  and  I  also  regret  the 
conduct  of  that  amiable  young  man  the 
honourable  member  for  St.  Albans.  I  believe 
this  conduct  is  regarded  with  such  feelings  of 
exasperation  by  even  the  most  reasonable  and 
moderate  men  in  the  House  that  I  have 
heard  it  has  been  threatened  to  retaliate  by 
blocking  the  Midland  Railway  Bill  when  it 
comes  on.  I  earnestly  trust  that  they  will 
think  better  of  this  before  that  time  comes; 
bull  I  mention  it  now  to  show  the  effect  which 
the  obstructive  conduct  of  those  honourable 
members  has  on  even  the  most  reasonable  and 
moderate  men  of  the  House,  and  to  warn  them 
of  the  consequences  which  they  may  thereby 
bring  upon  themselves  and  upon  their  con- 
stituents. 
Mr.  S  E  D  D  0  N.— I  am  sure  that  anything 
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coming  from  the  honourable  gentleman  will 
have  very  little  eftect.  When  I  go  bafk  to 
Kumara  they  will  want  to  know  who  the 
honourable  member  for  Waikato  is,  and  I  shall 
explain  that  he  is  a  nonentity.  When  there 
are  occasions  that  the  Government  want  work 
done  of  a  nature  not  over-clean,  he  takes  np 
that  situation. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— I  would  ask  the  honour- 
able member  not  to  make  remarks  of  that  kind. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— Well,  if  the  remarks  are 
offensive  I  withdraw  them.  But  I  say  that  the 
honourable  member  has  endeavoured  to  cast 
ridicule  on  other  members  to  an  extent  that 
was  reprehensible.  Who  was  it.  Sir,  who  on 
another  occasion  made  a  remark  that  had  to 
be  withdrawn  ?  Who  is  it  that  has  endeavoured 
occasionally  to  play  a  funny  part?  Sometimes 
we  know  that  those  honourable  gentlemen 
who  endeavour  to  bo  funny  are  not  altogether 
consistent  or  successful ;  and  sometimes  a 
would-be  funny  man  is  somewhat  deficient  in 
intellect.  I  would  like  to  know,  is  it  in  good 
taste,  to  say  nothing  more,  for  the  honourable 
gentleman  to  refer  to  a  private  telegram  from 
Sir  Robert  Stout?  How  does  the  hououi-able 
gentleman  know  the  contents  of  the  telegram 
when  the  same  was  confidential  ?  Has  he  been 
communicated  with  by  Sir  Robert  Stout? 
To  do  what  he  has  done  is  a  course  some 
honourable  gentlemen  would  not  pursue.  If 
I  were  to  use  the  term  "  ungentlemanly  "  it 
would  be  improper,  and  perhaps  a  little  too 
personal,  and  so  I  will  simply  say  that  it  is 
not  in  good  taste.  I  suppose  that  if  we  are  to 
act  as  gentlemen  we  should  accept  the  state- 
ment of  an  honourable  gentleman  if  he  reads 
a  telegram  and  says  that  it  is  from  a  number  of 
gentlemen  in  Dunedin.  That  statement  was 
made  in  the  House,  and  we  must  take  it  for 
a  fact.  Perhaps  the  honourable  member  for 
the  Waikato  has  been  round  the  lobbies — I  will 
not  say  eavesdropping,  because  that  might  be 
also  objectionable  ;  and  I  question  very  much 
whether  there  is  another  gentleman  in  the 
House  who  would  have  taken  the  course  that 
honourable  gentleman  ha^  taken  in  the  matter. 
The  honourable  gentleman  does  not  conduct 
himself  in  the  manner  in  which  other  honour- 
able members  do,  and  I  think  he  should  be  the 
last  to  say  that  the  members  for  Kumara,  Nel- 
son, and  Motueka  abused  the  forms  of  the 
House  to  obstruct  the  passing  of  this  measure, 
and  that  consequently  lie  and  other  honourable 
members  will  endeavour  to  stop  the  Midland 
Railway  Bill,  Let  him  do  hig  best ;  let  those 
who  wish  to  retaliate  do  so  if  they  like,  because 
other  honourable  members  used  the  forms  of 
the  House  to  try  to  prevent  the  Govomment 
from  forcing  through  an  unconstitutional  mea- 
sure. If  there  is  to  be  this  retaliation,  I  say  at 
once,  do  it.  I  defy  the  honourable  member.  I 
do  not  think  that  any  honourable  member  be- 
sides himself,  because  of  the  action  taken  by 
certain  honourable  members  in  opposing  one 
measure,  would  stand  up  in  his  place  and 
oppose  another.  I  trust  honourable  gentle- 
men are  a  little  above  doing  what  he  says.  I 
regret  having,  on  these  occasions,  to  use  these 
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terms.  Perhaps  I  have  been  over-severe,  but 
I  should  not  have  said  this  if  the  honourable 
gentleman  had  not  been  so  personal.  I  am 
responsible  to.  my  constituents,  and  so  are  the 
members  for  Nelson  and  Motueka  to  their  con- 
stituents. We  are  under  no  responsibility  to 
the  honourable  member  who  represents  the 
Waikato — tliat  plague-spot  of  former  years. 
Every  acre  of  that  land  is  sodden  with  blood, 
and  it  is  worth  very  little.  Every  inhabitant 
of  the  colony  has  to  pay  about  £1  a  year  for 
that  accursed  spot — a  spot  costing,  as  it  has 
done,  about  eleven  millions  of  money.  It  has 
cost,  I  suppose,  about  £dO  an  acre ;  and  what 
does  it  produce  ?  What  is  the  use  of  it  ?  What 
is  its  good  ?  An  honourable  gentleman  says  it 
has  produced,  at  all  events,  a  representative  :  I 
hope  they  are — save  the  mark  ! — proud  of  him. 
I  hope  this  is  the  last  time  we  shall  ever  hear  in 
this  House  that,  because  one  honourable  mem- 
ber sees  fit  to  vote  against  the  passing  of  a 
measure,  other  members  will  retaliate  on  that 
part  of  the  colony  from  which  he  comes. 

Mr.  FISH. — I  am  not  altogether  surprised  at 
the  indignation  of  the  honourable  member  for 
Kumara ;  and  I  think  my  honourable  friend  the 
member  for  the  Waikato  was  a  little  indiscreet 
in  saj'ing  anything  at  this  stoge  of  the  debate, 
when  everybody,  I  think,  is  agreed.  Wc  have 
fonght  this  out  fairly,  and,  at  any  rate,  those 
who  have  voted  against  the  measure  have,  I 
think,  been  actuated  by  a  sincere  desire  to  do 
right,  according  to  their  convictions.  I  do  not 
think  wo  need  go  any  further  with  this  discus- 
sion. I  am  sure  the  honourable  member  for 
the  Waikato  did  not  intend  to  wound  anybody's 
feelings,  and  that  the  honourable  member  for 
Kumara  has  only  done  what  he  has  a  right  to 
do  in  vindicating  himself.  Tf  we  stop  now  I 
think  we  shall  please  everybody.  My  honour- 
able friend  the  member  for  Motueka  is  primed, 
I  know,  to  make  one  of  those  slashing  speeches 
of  his ;  bat  I  feel  sure  he  will  pay  some  regard 
to  my  request,  and  will  restrain  himself  on  this 
occasion,  or,  at  any  rate,  not  say  more  than 
three  words.  The  time  for  bitterness  in  this 
matter  is  passed. 

Mr.  TAYLOR.— I  would  like  to  ask  the  Go- 
vernment this  question :  Is  it  right  of  them  to 
put  np  a  prominent  member  of  their  party  to 
msult  ns  ? 

Mr.  WHYTE.— Nobody  put  me  up. 

Mr.  TAYLOR.— Well,  I  do  not  know  what 
yon  mean  by  "patting  up."  All  that  I  know 
is  that  the  honoarable  gentleman  is  a  pro- 
minent supporter  of  the  Government ;  and  I 
take  it  that  he  expresses  their  views.  I  can- 
not understand  why  he  should  have  made  use 
of  such  injudicious  remarks,  so  far  as  I  am 
concerned.  This  side  of  the  House  has  been 
charged  with  delaying  the  business  of  the 
comitry ;  bnt  what  do  we  find  ?  At  nearly  half- 
past  one  o'clock  in  the  morning  a  prominent 
supporter  of  the  Government  gets  up  absolutely 
insulting  and  threatening  this  side  of  the 
House.  We  are  told  that  if  we  do  not  behave 
ourselves  the  Midland  Railway  Bill  will  never 
go  through.  I  am  sorry  to  hear  the  Govern- 
ment insinuating  anything  of  that  kind.    Why, 


the  Midlan;!  Railway  will  cause  this  Govern- 
ment, if  they  carry  it  out,  to  exist.  They 
cannot  borrow  money, — we  know  that ;  and 
I  shall  oppose  their  borrowing  proposals  at 
any  rate  until  we  get  a  fair  share  over  our 
way;  and  we  shall  not  get  it  unless  it  is 
from  the  Midland  Railway.  If  we  do  not 
get  the  expenditure  from  the  Midland  Rail- 
way, then  I  pity  the  occupants  of  the  Trea- 
sury benches.  What  do  they  think  we  are 
ma2le  of?  Do  they  think  we  are  to  be 
frightened  by  threats  of  this  kind?  Why 
did  not  the  honourable  member  for  the  Wai- 
kato get  up  at  the  early  stages  of  the  debate 
and  state  that  that  was  the  intention  of  the 
Government  ?  That  would  have  been  the  fair 
way  of  doing  it.  If  tho  honourable  member  for 
the  Waikato,  or  the  members  of  the  Govern- 
ment, think  thoy  arc  going  to  gain  any- 
thing by  threatening  us  thoy  are  mistaken. 
As  I  said  a  month  ago,  I  am  not  opposing 
the  Government,  except  in  what  you  may  call 
a  fair  opposition.  But  we  are  not  going  to 
be  threatened.  I  have  never  said  ono  word 
against  any  one  mcrabor  of  the  Government. 
If  the  honourable  member  for  tho  Waikato 
will  withdraw  the  injudicious  speech  he  made, 
I  will  withdraw  my  remarks ;  but  I  think  there 
is  a  principle  at  stake,  because  the  Canterbury 
members  arc  not  going  to  be  frightened  or  in- 
timidated by  the  honourable  member  for  the 
Waikato,  or  by  any  members  on  the  Govern- 
ment benches,  because  if  we  cannot  get  justice 
in  one  way  we  will  have  it  in  another  way.  I 
am  sorry  that  the  remarks  were  made  by  the 
honourable  member  for  the  Waikato  that 
have  created  all  this  disturbance  and  waste  of 
time. 

An  Hon.  Membkb. — It  is  not  a  waste  of  time. 

Mr.  TAYLOR.— Well,  it  is  not  a  waste  of 
time,  because  we  are  here  for  the  purpose  of 
talking.  At  any  rate,  we  are  hero  for  the  pur- 
pose of  trying  to  enlighten  those  who  are  in 
ignorance  ;  and  my  few  remarks 

An  Hon.  JIember. — Apply  to  the  honoarable 
member  for  the  Waikato. 

Mr.  TAYLOR.— Just  so,  and  I  do  trust  now 
we  shall  go  to  a  division. 

Mr.  R.  THOMPSON.— I  would  just  remark 
that  I  think  this  debate  has  been  a  very  good 
lesson  to  the  young  members  of  this  House,  and 
that  in  a  very  short  time  tho  younger  members 
will  be  trained  in  the  art  of  obstruction,  because 
I  think  you  will  odmic.  Sir,  that  obstruction 
is  reduced  to  an  art  in  this  House.  But  I 
should  be  sorry  for  the  young  members  to  copy 
the  example  set  them  by  the  older  and  more 
experienced  members,  so  far  as  obstruction  is 
concerned  ;  and  I  trust  that  they  will  not  be  led 
into  fighting  these  battles  over  and  over  again 
when  they  come  to  the  House  in  subsequent 
sessions.  During  this  debate  it  has  been  patent 
to  every  one  that  a  great  deal  of  time  has  been 
taken  up  by  the  leaders  of  the  House  on  both 
sides  simply  fighting  their  old  battles  over 
again,  and  I  am  certain  that  not  one  of  tho 
young  members  of  the  House  wishes  to  have 
them  fought  again.  I  trust  that  a  division  will 
be  taken.    We  wish  to  go  on  with  the  work  aa 


Digitized  by 


Google 


512 


Bepresentation  Bill. 


[HOUSE.]      B^etentation  Bill.      [Dec.  8 


basinos8-meu  should,  to  forget  all  the  un- 
pleasantness that  has  arisen  during  the  debate, 
and  to  do  our  business  in  the  manner  which 
our  constituents  expected  us  to  do  it  in  when 
they  sent  us  here. 

Mr.  W.  D.  STEWAKT.— I  do  not  know  why 
the  honourable  member  for  Waikato  should 
have  spoken  as  he  has  done.  He  says  he  was 
not  put  up  to  do  so.  If  he  was  not  put  up  to  do 
so  I  cannot  give  him  credit  for  very  good  judg- 
ment, because  I  must  say  that  the  speech  was 
pointless,  beyond  displaying  questionablo  taste 
in  referring  to  a  telegram  which  I  read  in  the 
House,  and  which  telegram  I  stated  was  from 
certain  old  citizens  of  Dunedin.  The  honour- 
able member,  for  some  unexplained  reason,  re- 
ferred to  some  telegram  from  Sir  Robert  Stout. 
I  can  only  say  that  if  the  honourable  member 
considers  that  good  taste  I  hope  he  will  in 
future  take  the  lesson  which  lie  has  received 
this  evening.  I  think  his  speech  was  the  most 
unaccountable  speech  which  I  have  ever  listened 
to  in  this  House.  I  cannot  understand  why  he 
got  up  at  all. 

Mr.  KERR. — The  honourable  member  for 
Dunedin  South  has  asked  me  not  to  speak. 
Why  does  he  not  do  what  he  preaches  ?  He 
has  no  right  to  dictate  to  me  what  1  should  do. 
If  he  hod  done  his  duty  he  would  have  helped 
us.  However,  this  is  to  be  the  last  occasion, 
and  it  is  only  the  first  on  which  I  have  stone- 
walled, and  I  am  only  sorry  that  I  did  not  know 
lost  night  what  I  do  now.  I  feel  quite  satisfied 
that  if  I  had  stopped  the  business  for  another 
three  months  I  should  have  been  doing  my  duty 
to  my  constituents.  The  honourable  member 
for  Wairau  stated  that  he  has  consistently  voted 
with  the  Government.  Has  any  one  accused  him 
of  doing  anything  else  ?  So  long  as  I  have  been 
in  this  House  he  has  never  been  known  to  give 
a  vote  against  them.  I  do  not  believe  he  would 
vote  against  the  present  Government  even  if 
it  cost  him  the  loss  of  any  quantity  of  money 
to  his  district.  I  know  that  the  honourable 
gentleman  has  stated,  both  in  the  House  and 
oat  of  it,  that  he  detested  the  Bill  as  brought 
down ;  yet  be  is  supporting  it.  I  have  done 
what  I  consider  my  duty  to  my  constituents ; 
and  I  am  sure  if  he  had  spoken  the  true  feelings 
of  his  heart,  and  what  he  has  stated  before,  he 
would  have  spoken  on  our  side  and  helped  us. 
I  am  quite  sure  that  what  will  suit  my  district 
will  suit  his.  I  think  it  was  very  ill-becoming 
of  the  honourable  gentleman  to  say  what  he 
did  as  regards  me  and  those  working  with  me. 
However,  we  are  not  crushed  ;  we  have  plenty 
more  fight  left  in  us.  If  we  had  taken  the 
course  I  have  indicated,  I  am  sure  that  both 
the  House  and  the  country  would  have  been 
obliged  to  us  before  twelve  months  were  over. 
I  am  sorry  we  have  been  beaten :  but  we  have 
not  been  beaten  by  fairness  or  intellect,  but  by 
brute  force.  I  consider  that  what  has  hap- 
pened has  been  a  disgrace  to  this  House.  I  am 
satisfied  that  before  twelve  months  are  over 
honourable  members  will  say, "  Kerr,  you  were 
right."  The  fight  is  over,  and  we  are  beaten, 
but  not  fairly  beaten.  I  shall  now  do  what  I 
consider  right  for  the  country,  and  I  will  help 
Mr.  R.  Thompson 


the  Government  when  I  think  they  are  right ; 
but  when  I  feel  they  are  in  the  wrong  I  shall 
vote  against  them. 

Sir  J.  VOGEL.— It  almost  seems  that  the 
remark  of  the  honourable  member  for  St. 
Albans,  that  there  has  been  a  settled  purpose 
to  throw  an  apple  of  discord  on  this  side  of 
the  House,  has  been  literally  realised.  I  do 
not  know  what  object  the  honourable  member 
fox  Waikato  could  have  had  at  this  late  hoar 
to  make  remarks  which  he  must  have  been 
aware  were  calculated  to  open  up  another  de- 
bate. However,  I  wish  to  say  half  a  dozen 
words  in  quite  another  direction.  The  honour- 
able gentleman  at  the  head  of  the  Government 
stated  the  other  day  that  he  was  only  anxious 
to  see  the  number  of  members  fixed.  It  is  quite 
wrong  to  say  that  the  Opposition  have  beca 
acting  in  an  obstructive  manner  over  this 
question.  Honourable  members  who  saw  the 
division  this  evening  must  see  that  there  is  a, 
division  of  opinion  upon  the  subject  of  this 
Bill.  In  fact,  as  far  as  I  can  gather,  some 
honourable  members  are  favourable  to  reducing 
the  members  even  to  so  low  a  number  as  the 
Bill  provides  ;  abd  some  honourable  members 
are  discontented  with  the  Bill  not  on  account 
of  the  number,  but  on  account  of  the  pro- 
visions in  the  Bill,  which  leave  it  so  uncertain 
how  the  changes  are  to  be  effected,  consequent 
upon  the  reduction  of  members.  I  believe,  if 
this  Bill  had  dealt  only  with  the  number  of 
members,  the  views  of  the  majority  would  have 
been  accepted  readily  ;  and  it  seems  to  me  that 
this  is  a  question  which  the  House  has  a  right 
to  settle,  and  which  the  minority  are  bound  to 
accept — that  is,  the  question  of  the  number  of 
members.  But  the  provisions  which  leave  it  to 
the  Government  to  decide  when  and  how  the 
Act  is  to  come  into  force  give  powers  which 
I  believe  are  very  much  objected  to  by  honour- 
able members  on  both  sides  of  the  House.  I 
put  it  to  the  honourable  gentleman  whether  he 
might  not,  in  another  place,  cause  the  Bill 
to  be  so  altered  that  the  numbers  might  be 
fixed,  and  that  the  mode  of  determining  the 
distribution  might  bo  decided  upon  at  a  future 
time.  As  the  Bill  stands  now,  it  is  a  very 
dangerous  Bill.  It  took  four  months  to  carry 
out  the  provisions  of  the  Act  of  last  session, 
and  then  we  suspended  the  operation  of  the 
clause  which  provided  that  objections  might  be 
made  to  the  decisions  of  the  Commissioncts 
before  they  made  their  final  award.  Those 
provisions  are  not  suspended  under  the  present 
Bill.  After  the  Commissioners  have  decided 
the  divisions  of  the  districts  they  have  to  sub- 
mit them  to  the  constituencies  to  receive  ob- 
jections ;  and  I  think  I  do  not  exaggerate  when 
I  say  that  it  might  take  some  five  or  six  months 
to  inoke  the  divisions  under  the  present  Act. 
There  are  contingencies  in  the  way  of  a  disso- 
lution. There  is  one  which  one  can  hardly 
refer  to  without  feeling  that  the  whole  nation 
would  be  plunged  in  grief ;  but  there  is  a  con- 
tingency to  which  all  mortals,  of  course,  are 
liable — the  death  of  the  Sovereign,  which  dis- 
solves Parliament;  and  there  are  other  con- 
tingencies of  the  same  kind.    In  what  position 
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would  the  colony  bo  ?  It  would  be  in  tbe  posi- 
tion, if  this  Bill  passed,  that  it  could  not  ob- 
tain {mother  Parliament  in  less  than  five  or  six 
months.  Surely  it  is  not  a  safe  or  constitu- 
tional position  to  be  in,  if  this  Bill  passes,  that, 
if  anything  should  occur  to  cause  a  dissolution, 
a  fresh  election  cannot  take  place  unless  all 
the  provisions  of  the  Act  of  last  session  are 
carried  out,  including  the  provisions  of  the 
clause  which  makes  it  necessary  that  reference 
should  be  made  to  the  constituencies  before  a 
final  award  is  made  by  the  Commissioners. 
Honourable  members  must  agree  that  it  is 
neither  good  nor  wise  for  us  to  determine  by 
Act  of  Parliament  virtually  that  there  cannot 
be  a  fresh  election  without  five  or  six  months' 
delay.  The  honourable  gentleman  has  gained 
a  very  decisive  victory  in  the  lobby  this  even- 
ing ;  and  I  bopo  he  will  consider  whether  be 
will  not  simply  decide  the  question  of  the  num- 
ber of  members,  and  leave  the  whole  of  the  rest 
of  the  matter  until  next  session,  and  that  he 
will  have  the  necessary  alterations  made  in 
another  place. 

Major  ATKINSON.  — I  feel  very  sorry  to 
trouble  the  House  at  this  time,  but  my 
patience  has  been  sorely  tried.  I  have  refused 
to  reply  several  times,  and  very  little  has  been 
spoken  on  our  side  of  the  House.  Wo  are  told 
by  the  leader  of  the  Opposition  that  he  is 
powerless ;  but  we  see  by  the  division-lists  that 
he  paired  for  those  who  were  obstructing  the 
Bill.  I  wonder  that  some  honourable  gentle- 
men are  not  ashamed  to  say  that  there  has 
been  no  obstruction  to  this  Bill.  We  have 
been  told  by  more  than  one  honourable  gentle- 
man that  ho  opposed  this  Bill  as  he  did  be- 
cause he  felt  it  was  his  duty.  I  am  not  going 
to  call  that  in  question.  If  an  honourable 
member  feels  that  he  is  doing  his  duty  in  act- 
ing as  some  honourable  members  have  acted, 
we  must  submit  to  it,  however  painful.  But  I 
say  the  experience  we  have  had  in  connection 
with  this  measure  shows  tliat  we  must  stop 
such  honourable  gentlemen,  for  I  say  the 
public  business  cannot  be  carried  on.  I  say 
the  leader  of  the  Opposition  deliberately  en- 
couraged it. 

Sir  J.  VOGEL.— No. 

Major  ATKINSON.— Yes;  by  his  vote  being 
found  paired  every  time  by  the  honourable 
gentlemen  who  are  doing  this.  There  is  no 
getting  from  this  ;  and  it  must  be  token  that 
the  x>arty  must  be  responsible  for  its  members. 
We  were  told  that  the  Opposition  have  had  a 
meeting,  and  that  they  have  determined  to 
offer  no  more  opposition  to  the  Government. 
We  were  told  that  the  other  day ;  and  yet  the 
leader  of  the  Opposition  gets  up  and  talks,  his 
followers  get  up  and  talk,  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Waimea  gets  up  and  talks,  repeating 
the  same  idle  talk  over  from  beginning  to  end, 
without  any  idea  in  it — repeating,  repeating, 
repeating  it.  Some  honourable  gentlemen 
have  deliberately  taken  up  the  time  of  the 
House  in  delaying  business.  I  shall  never  be 
a  party  to  stopping  fair  and  honest  discussion. 
One  honourable  gentleman  has  told  us  that, 
had  he  known  last  night  what  he  knows  to- 
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night,  we  should  have  been  kept  here  for  throe 
months.  That  shows  the  spirit  with  which 
tbe  work  of  tbe  country  lias  been  obstructed 
by  these  honourable  gentlemen.  We  have  had 
speeches  from  the  honourable  member  for 
Lincoln  and  the  honourable  member  for  St. 
Albans,  and  three  or  four  speeches  from  the 
loader  of  the  Opposition.  They  said  that  wo 
did  this  and  we  did  the  other.  Sir,  I  say  the 
lionourable  gentleman  is  responsible  if  im- 
portant legislation  is  not  got  through  this 
House.  I  say  he  has  produced  such  a  feel- 
ing of  irritation  on  this  side  of  the  House  that 
it  may  be  impossible  to  do  things  that  I  should 
like  to  see  done.  All  our  patience  has  been 
tried  out  of  measure.  They  would  try  and 
make  us  believe  thot  they  have  boen  carrying 
on  fair  and  honest  discussion  ;  but  I  say  that 
it  has  been  a  most  outrageous  waste  of  time, 
looking  at  the  important  measures  that  are 
now  before  the  country. 

An  Hon.  Membeb. — Rubbish. 

Major  ATKINSON.— The  honourable  gentle- 
man will  understand  about  the  rubbish  pre- 
sently, and  wo  will  see  what  his  constituents  say. 
He  and  those  working  with  him  ore  responsible 
for  what  has  taken  place,  and  I  say  that  the 
time  that  was  wasted  lost  night  was  not  honour- 
able to  him.  He  was  responsible  to  his  con- 
stituents, and  not  to  me.  Sir,  I  want  it  to  be 
distinctly  understood  that,  if  those  honourable 
gentlemen  choose  to  carry  on  the  business  in 
this  way,  the  country  should  understand  their 
actions.  I  say  that  they  have  obstructed  us  in 
every  possible  way.  What  have  we  seen  to-day  ? 
My  honourable  friend  got  up  opposition  after 
opposition.  He  seemed  as  smooth-mouthed  as 
possible  :  butwliatwas  that?  Even  before  the 
honourable  member  for  Kumara  got  up  and 
spoiled  their  little  game  wo  were  assured  that 
they  were  anxious  to  get  through  the  debate.  I 
will  mention  what  they  did.  They  continued 
with  the  discussion  up  till  a  quarter  past 
twelve ;  and  this  prevented  any  further  busi- 
ness being  proceeded  with. 

An  Hon.  Member. — Who  caused  us  to  do 
that? 

Major  ATKINSON.— The  Government  did 
not  cause  the  honourable  gentlemen  to  adopt 
the  course  they  have  taken.  The  Government 
were  anxious  to  proceed  with  the  business  if 
they  had  been  allowed  to  do  so.  The  honour- 
able member  for  the  Hutt  has  described  me  as 
a  person  unfit  to  be  in  the  House,  and  besought 
me  to  do  what  was  reasonable  and  right.  If  I 
was  the  person  he  describes,  it  would  be  impos- 
sible for  me  to  be  in  the  position  I  now  occupy. 

Mr.  FITZHERBERT.— I  said  you  were  not 
fit  to  lead  the  House. 

Major  ATKINSON.— I  shall  not  worry  the 
honourable  gentleman's  feelings  by  further  re- 
ference to  him ;  but  I  see  through  all  this,  Sir, 
and  it  will  he  impossible  for  us  to  take  the 
statements  of  these  honourable  gentlemen  if 
they  act  as  they  have  acted  now 

An  Hon.  Member. — You  are  mistaken. 

Major  ATKINSON.— How  can  I  possibly  be 
mistaken  ?  How  many  gentlemen  on  my  side 
of  the  House  spoke  to-night?     On  no  occasion 
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at  any  Btage  of  the  Bill  have  I  replied  to  the 
remarks  of  the  other  side.  I  have  kept  per- 
fectly still ;  and  yet  the  honourable  gentlemen 
opposite  decline  to  leave  me  a  sufficient  time 
to  reply.  What  ytea  their  reason  ?  It  is  evi- 
dent. It  waa  contrived  so  that  it  should  be 
said  the  Opposition  was  quite  ready  to  go'  on 
vith  the  work  at  half-past  twelve  o'clock,  but 
Major  Atkinson  would  take  up  the  time,  and 
thus  prevent  new  business  being  gone  on  with. 
That  was  the  consideration  —  the  help  they 
were  prepared  to  give  to  the  Government.  Is 
that  the  sort  of  help  we  are  to  get  ?  I  say  I  do 
not  want  such  help.  I  say  it  is  best  we  should 
understand  each  other  and  fight  it  out,  and  let 
the  country  understand  us.  I  have  gone  to  the 
utmost  limit,  even  to  weakness,  to  meet  the 
honourable  gentleman,  and  to  get  the  business 
forward,  by  concession  after  concession.  The 
honourable  member  for  Christchurch  North 
has  done  more  in  the  way  of  obstruction  than 
the  honourable  member  for  Kumara.  The 
latter  gentleman  has  done  it  on  conscientious 
grounds,  and  I  understand  he  was  prepared  to 
break  away  from  his  party. 

Mr.  KERB.— The  leader  of  the  Opposition 
did  everything  he  possibly  could  to  keep  me 
from  talking,  and  I  would  not  be  dictated  to 
by  him  or  other  members  of  the  party.  The 
honourable  member  for  St.  Albans  came  to  me 
and  asked  me  not  to  speak,  and  I  told  him  to 
go  and  miud  his  own  business. 

Major  ATKINSON.— I  saw  the  honourable 
gentleman  going  in  and  out  of  the  Opposition 
whips'  room,  and  until  he  has  declared  that  he 
does  not  belong  to  that  party  I  must  consider 
that  he  is  one  of  its  members.  If  he  does  not 
belong  to  that  party  he  ought  to  have  told  us 
that  he  hod  ceased  his  connection  with  it. 
Sir,  I  have  been  obliged  to  make  this  statement 
in  self-defence.  I  say  that  if  honourable  gentle- 
men will  look  tlirough  the  debate  they  will  see 
that  we  have  been  obliged  to  hold  our  tongues 
simply  to  get  through  the  business,  because 
those  honourable  gentlemen  opposite  would 
not  debate  the  question,  but  would  indulge  in 
talk  which  parliamentary  usage  will  not  per- 
mit me  properly  to  describe.  It  is  all  very  well 
saying  the  Opposition  are  not  responsible  for 
it ;  but,  if  they  did  not  wish  for  it,  division  after 
division  they  backed  up  those  honourable 
gentlemen  who  were  obstructing  the  business. 
Now,  I  say,  if  they  were  sincere  in  what  they 
told  us,  the  leader  of  the  Opposition  would 
have  got  up  and  said  that  he  did  not  approve 
of  their  proceedings ;  and  the  junior  members 
might  also  have  done  the  same  thing.  I  refer 
particularly  to  the  honourable  member  for  St. 
Albans,  who  did  make  one  or  two  half-and-half 
statements  in  that  direction.  I  say  these 
honourable  gentlemen  would  have  got  up  in 
their  places,  if  they  had  wished  to  help  the 
business  of  the  country  forward,  and  said,  "  Wo 
shall  vote  steadily  with  the  Government  on 
every  division,  right  or  wrong."  They  may 
have  mistaken  the  honourable  gentleman,  but 
I  say  that  if  they  are  prepared,  by  their  votes, 
to  support  such  obstruction  of  business  they 
mnst  be  charged  with  being  parties  to  it,  and 
Major  Atkinson 


there  is  no  escape  from  it.  The  constitutional 
course  would  have  been  for  the  leader  of  the 
Opposition  to  have  dissevered  himself  and  have 
told  his  followers,  "  On  no  account  walk  into 
the  lobby  with  those  who  are  obstructing  the 
business.  If  there  is  such  obstruction  as  this 
we  will  support  the  Government."  I  am  quite 
prepared  to  admit  that  the  honourable  member 
for  St.  Albans  went  quite  aa  far,  and  perhaps  a 
little  farther;  and  I  will  give  him  credit  for 
that.  My  complaint  is  not  so  much  against 
him.  It  is  the  leaders  I  take,  and  I  say  that 
they  are  responsible  for  allowing  this  ol^tmc- 
tion  to  continue.  Of  course  the  honourable 
member  for  Motueka  cannot  go  into  the  Oppo- 
sition whips'  room,  after  this. 

Mr.  KERR.— But  I  do  go. 

Major  ATKINSON.— Well,  all  I  con  say  is 
that,  if  he  came  into  our  room,  under  the  cir- 
cumstances we  should  turn  him  out  at  once.  I 
presume  the  honourable  gentleman  is  a  mem- 
ber of  the  party  of  which  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Christchurch  North  is  leader,  and  the 
latter  was  therefore  responsible  for  the  obstruc- 
tion which  the  honourable  member  for  Motueka 
offered  to  the  progress  of  business.  It  is  still 
worse  now,  because  we  might  have  excused 
some  weakness  or  tenderness  to  a  member  of 
one's  own  party,  but,  when  acting  in  opposition 
to  the  party,  it  makes  it  all  the  more  inexcusable 
to  be  dragged  into  the  lobbies  by  those  who 
obstruct.  Now,  I  want  to  say  a  word  or  two 
about  the  Bill  itself.  I  was  not  going  to  say 
anything  but  for  the  last  speech  of  the  honour- 
able member  for  Christchurch  North.  About 
Maori  representation  I  say  this:  that  those 
honourable  gentlemen,  the  Maori  members, 
are  quite  as  capable  of  knowing  what  is  right  or 
wrong  as  many  of  those  honourable  gentlemen 
who  object  to  them.  I  venture  to  say  that  if 
their  lives  were  examined,  and  if  their  moral 
nature  were  looked  into  pretty  closely,  they 
would  be  for  above  many  of  those  honourable 
gentlemen  who  have  been  so  particular  about 
their  moral  state. 

Mr.  KERR. — My  moral  character  will  com- 
pare with  yours  or  that  of  any  one  else. 

Major  ATKINSON.— I  have  not  referred  to 
the  honourable  gentleman  at  all.  I  am  de- 
fending the  Maori  members.  I  think  the 
honourable  gentleman  was  one  of  those  who 
found  fault  with  their  moral  nature. 

Mr.  KERR.— Nothing  of  the  sort.  I  said 
they  had  as  much  right  to  do  what  they  did  as 
anybody  else. 

Major  ATKINSON. — I  am  sorry  the  honour- 
able gentleman  thought  my  remarks  applied 
to  him.  What  happened  with  regard  to  the 
Maoris?  The  Government  proposed  an  equal 
reduction  of  the  Maoris  with  the  Europeans. 
The  Maoris  seemed  very  much  affected,  and 
representation  was  made  to  mo  that  the 
Maoris  would  very  much  prefer  that  they 
should  retain  four  members,  which  was  about 
the  right  proportion,  and  not  vote  in  the  Euro- 
pean elections.  Under  the  Act  of  1870  they  have 
a  right  to  a  member  for  between  nine  and  ten 
thousand  of  population.  The  Maoris  at  present 
have  the  double  right  of  voting  for  European 
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and  Native  membeis,  cmd  it  was  represented  to 
me  that  they  would  very  much  prefer  retaining 
tiieir  four  members  —  one  member  to  every 
ten  thousand  of  population — and  to  be  taken  off 
the  European  rolls.  When  that  was  repre- 
sented to  me  it  seemed  a  very  reasonable  pro- 
posal— a  better  proposal  than  that  of  the  Go- 
vernment. I  myself  object  very  strongly,  in  the 
present  stage  of  Maori  civilisation,  to  see  them 
mixed  up  with  the  Europeans  in  voting.  It 
does  not  affect  my  own  district,  but  might,  very 
materially.  The  reason  is  that  the  majority 
of  the  Maoris  think  differently  from  the  Euro- 
peans :  their  objects  in  life  are  not  similar;  and 
the  time  has  not  come,  it  seems  to  me,  when 
we  should  mix  up  the  two  races  in  election 
matters.  The  reasonableness  of  the  propo- 
sition presented  itself  to  my  mind  at  once. 
I  said,  "Certainly,  if  you  are  prepared  to 
abandon  your  present  right  to  interfere  in 
the  election  of  some  eight  or  ten  Europeans, 
it  is  quite  fair  and  reasonable  you  should 
have  the  special  representation  of  four  mem- 
bers." Surely  there  was  no  bribery,  corruption, 
or  anything  unreasonable  in  that  I  The  honour- 
able member  for  the  Korthem  Maori  District 
has  not  the  same  facility  of  expression  as 
European  members.  He  expresses  his  views  in 
much  broader  language,  and  all  he  meant  to 
say  was  that  he  had  got  what  he  thought  a  fair 
and  reasonable  concession.  Ho  did  not  mention 
what  he  had  given  up.  But  there  was  nothing 
like  bribery  or  corruption  in  the  transaction. 
The  honourable  gentleman  who  has  referred 
to  the  subject  will  excuse  me  for  saying  that  he 
must  know  very  little  about  the  inhabitants 
of  various  northern  electorates,  or  he  would  not 
say  anything.  He  would  know  the  Maoris  can 
affect  some  five  or  six  scats,  and  that  a  little 
organization  on  their  part  could  win  three  or 
four  of  the  seats.  Now  I  have  disposed  of  that, 
and  come  to  what  fell  from  the  leader  of  the 
Opposition.  He  has  two  objections  to  the  Bill 
—  first,  that  it  was  not  wanted  now  ;  and, 
second,  that  it  reduces  the  number  of  members. 
Well,  I  will  take  the  second  first.  The  honour- 
able gentleman  told  us,  when  the  Bill  came 
^own 

Sir  J.  VOGEIj.— I  said  that  the  Bill  is  not 
an  urgent  necessity  at  this  time,  and  that  it 
places  in  the  hands  of  the  Government  too 
large  a  power  by  allowing  them  to  make  the 
division  when  they  like,  instead  of  our  fixing 
a  date.  I  have  always  admitted  that  the 
question  of  the  number  of  membeis  was  an 
open  one  to  the  House. 

Major  ATKINSON.— I  am  much  obliged  to 
the  honourable  gentleman  for  correcting  me. 
But  the  provisions  which  the  honourable  gentle- 
man objects  to  now  so  strongly  were  in  the  Bill 
when  he  said  we  should  pass  it. 

Sir  J.  VOGEL. — I  said  I  would  not  oppose 
the  second  reading. 

Major  ATKINSON.— Well,  Sir,  and  what  is 
the  second  reading  of  a  Bill  ?  It  is  admitting 
its  principle ;  and  the  principle  of  this  Bill  is 
that  the  number  of  members  should  be  reduced. 

Sir  J.  VOGEL. — You  said,  before  the  second 
leading,  that  if  yoa  got  the  number  fixed  you 


would  be  content — that  yon  would  not  want 
anything  more. 

Major  ATKINSON.— No,  Sir,  I  did  not 
say  anything  like  that.  I  said  —  until  the 
honourable  gentleman  turned  round — that,  sup- 
posing we  should  get  the  principle  of  the  Bill 
affirmed,  I  was  prepared  to  receive  any  reason- 
able suggestions  in  Committee,  and  that  I 
would  invite  honourable  members  to  discuss  the 
various  points  in  Committee  in  a  friendly  spirit ; 
but  the  honourable  gentleman  rendered  that 
course  impossible  by  the  action  which  he  took 
afterwards,  and  so  obliged  me  to  take  a  very 
different  stand.  But  what  the  honourable 
gentleman  objects  to  now  was  in  the  Bill  as 
the  honourable  gentleman  assented  to  it  on  the 
second  reading.  The  honourable  gentleman 
said  he  was  prepared  not  to  oppose  the  second 
reading,  which,  of  course,  in  the  case  of  an 
honourable  member  in  his  position,  moans  that 
he  was  prepared  to  support  the  second  reading. 
Then,  the  honourable  gentleman  said  the  Bui 
was  not  wanted.  Why  did  he  not  find  that 
out  before  7  He  did  not  tell  us  that  when  it 
first  came  down,  but  he  admitted,  indeed,  that 
the  country  demanded  it  by  a  large  majority. 
There  is  no  getting  over  these  statements  of  the 
honourable  gentleman.  Now  he  tells  us  it  is 
one  of  the  most  terrible  Bills  from  a  constitu- 
tional point  of  view  ever  brought  down  to  the 
House.  Well,  I  have  shown  now  that  the  Bill 
as  it  stands  at  this  moment  contains  the  very 
same  provisions  in  that  respect  as  it  contained 
when  I  moved  the  second  reading.  Then,  Sir, 
how  is  it  possible  for  the  honourable  gentle- 
man to  take  up  the  attitude  he  does  now,  if 
there  i.s  any  consistency  in  him,  if  it  is  not 
true  that  his  only  object  is  to  delay  the  busi- 
ness of  the  House  with  a  view  to  bringing  the 
Government  into  discredit,  and  with  a  view 
of  showing  that  the  Government  is  not  able 
to  do  its  work?  Sir,  I  have  cut  all  the 
ground  from  under  the  honourable  gentleman's 
feet :  he  has  nothing  to  stand  on.  I  ask,  what 
other  reason  could  there  be  for  it  than  the 
reason  which  has  been  made  so  manifest  to- 
night, and  after  the  declaration  that  no  opposi- 
tion would  be  given  to  us  ?  What  can  be  more 
manifest  than  the  desire  of  the  leader  of  the 
Opposition  to  delay  the  business  vrith  a  view  of 
bringing  the  Government  into  contempt  in  the 
country  ?  Then,  the  honourable  gentleman  dis- 
covers— and,  mark  this,  it  is  after  he  assented 
to  the  general  principles  of  the  Bill — that  it 
is  going  contrary  to  the  liberal  principles  that 
we  have  been  building  up  so  long.  Fancy 
the  honourable  gentleman  speaking  for  liberal 
principles  I  No  wonder  honourable  gentlemen 
laugh,  and  did  laugh  when  they  heard  the 
honourable  gentleman  say  that.  We  were 
compelled  to  smile  in  our  sleeves,  those  of  us 
who  have  been  behind  the  scones  and  know 
what  the  honourable  gentleman's  principles 
are.  I  can  well  excuse  honourable  gentlemen 
for  laughing,  and  I  can  imagine  what  their 
feelings  are  when  the  honourable  gentleman 
endeavours  to  talk  about  liberal  principles. 
Then,  the  honourable  gentleman  said  this  is  the 
thin  «nd  of  the  wedge  for  doing  away  with  the 
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system  of  all  the  elections  being  on  one  day, 
triennial  Patliaments,  single  electorates,  and  so 
forth. 

Sir  J.  V06EL. — I  suppose  the  honourable 
gentleman  does  not  wish  to  misrepresent  me. 
All  these  remarks  I  made  referred  to  the  state- 
ment of  the  honoarable  gentleman  that  this 
Bill  is  the  forerunner  of  a  number  of  altera- 
tions, some  of  which  he  mentioned  specifically. 

Major  ATKINSON.— No,  it  is  not  a  fore- 
runner in  any  sense  of  the  term ;  but  I  will 
tell  the  honourable  gentleman  what  the  Bill 
is,  as  he  does  not  seem  to  know,  although  he 
knew  very  well  when  he  agreed  to  the  second 
reading.  The  object  of  the  Bill  is  neither 
more  nor  less  than  to  reduce  the  number  of 
members  to  be  returned  to  the  next  House. 
That  is  what  the  Government  say  the  country 
has  demanded. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— And  it  gives  the  Govern- 
ment the  whip-hand  over  those  who  are  in. 

Major  ATKINSON.— Of  course  the  honour- 
able gentleman  can  discover  that  it  does  all 
sorts  of  things ;  but  I  am  not  dealing  with  him 
now.  I  was  coming  to  that  point,  and  was 
about  to  refer  to  the  honourable  member  for 
Dunedin  West,  who,  I  am  sorry  to  see,  is 
asleep. 

Mr.  W.  D.   STEWART.— No,  I  am  not 


Major  ATKINSON.— I  am  glad  of  that.  I 
was  about  to  try  to  wake  up  the  honourable 
gentleman  ;  but  I  know  he  usually  sleeps  with 
one  eye  open.  No  doubt  he  was  in  a  reverie, 
incubating  some  of  those  wonderful  amend- 
ments he  is  always  making.  The  bane  of  the 
honourable  gentleman's  life  is  that  intellectual 
activity  which  is  always  causing  him  to  try  to 
introduce  amendments  in  measures,  whether 
they  arc  reasonable  or  not.  I  do  not  think  tlie 
oharacteristio  to  which  that  habit  is  due  was 
implanted  in  the  honourable  gentleman  by 
nature ;  but  I  think  his  training  has  had  a 
good  deal  to  do  with  it.  The  honourable 
gentleman  is  great  on  amendments ;  and,  when 
he  sees  an  opening  for  one,  it  is  very  amusing 
to  see  how  honourable  members  —  especially 
those  who  like  a  joke — crowd  round  the  hobour- 
able  gentleman,  urging  him  to  move  his  amend- 
ment ;  and  then  presently  he  comes  up  the  room 
to  me  and  says,  "  A  great  many  members  have 
advised  me  to  move  this  amendment.  What 
do  you  think  of  it?"  I  say,  "Oh I  it  is 
rubbish."  But  the  honourable  gentleman, 
after  going  back  for  a  little,  again  marches  up 
to  the  table — sometimes  on  the  other  side  of  it 
— and  assures  me  that  a  number  of  members 
insist  on  his  moving  it.  Then  be  moves  it,  and 
sometimes  gets  it  put  in,  but  the  thing  usually 
ends  as  the  honourable  gentleman's  amend- 
ment has  ended  on  this  occasion.  The  House 
wastes  an  evening  discussing  it,  and  ends  by  re- 
jecting it,  because  it  is  quite  unfitted  to  the 
Bill.  We  have  had  torrents  of  eloquence  about 
this  alleged  unconstitutional  power  given  to 
the  Government  by  the  Bill ;  but,  if  it  is  so 
unconstitutional,  why  have  such  large  num- 
bers of  Opposition  members  supported  this 
terrible  Bill?  We  have  had  all  sorts  of  big 
Major  Alkimm 


majorities,  up  to  twenty-five,  in  the  variotu 

divisions  on  this  Bill,  and  I  regarded  that  as  a 
complete  answer  to  the  talk  about  unconstitu- 
tionality, and  I  did  not  intend  to  say  anything 
at  all  in  reply.  I  was  merely  going  to  say  that 
I  regarded  a  majority  of  twenty-five  as  quite 
sufficient  answer  in  the  eyes  of  the  Govern- 
ment: and  no  doubt  it  will  be  a  sufficient 
answer.  But,  as  I  have  said,  the  repeated 
speeches  which  have  been  made  by  the  honour- 
able gentleman,  the  leader  of  the  Opposition, 
made  it  necessary  for  me  to  get  up  and  speak. 
But,  even  then,  I  should  not,  probably,  have 
attempted  to  speak  if 

Mr.  KERB. — You  dared  not  have  done  it  if 
it  was  not  so  far  into  the  night. 

Major  ATKINSON.— No,  I  dared  not  have 
done  it  some  hours  earlier,  because  I  have  too 
much  respect  for  the  business  of  the  country. 
But  some  honourable  gentlemen  opposite  have 
taken  care  that  no  more  business  shall  come 
on  to-night,  and  therefore  my  tongue  is  loose, 
and  I  feel  tjiat  our  side  has  a  right  to  put  our 
side  of  the  question  into  Hansard,  and  let  our 
views  be  explained  to  the  country.  I  was  con- 
tent to  leave  it  out  if  we  could  have  got  on  with 
other  public  business;  but,  as  some  honour- 
able gentlemen  opposite  determined  that  no 
more  business  should  be  done,  I  thought  it 
better,  at  the  expense  of  one  hour's  sleep,  to 
put  this  on  record. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— We  can  talk  yet. 

Major  ATKINSON.— Oh,  I  have  no  doubt  of 
that.  I  have  no  doubt  the  honourable  gentle- 
man can  talk  to  any  extent,  and  repeat  ever}' 
word  of  what  he  has  said  to  us  four  or  five 
times  already.  No  doubt  he  can,  and  will  do 
it;  but  I  should  advise  honourable  members 
not  to  listen  to  him,  but  to  go  home  to 
bed.  I  shall  sit  here  as  long  as  the  honourable 
gentleman  likes;  but  I  hope  the  rest  of  the 
House  will  not  submit  to  it,  for  they  have  ht^ 
enough.  Well,  Sir,  the  honourable  member 
for  Christohurch  North  says  there  is  no  urgency 
for  the  Bill.  There  is  great  urgency  for  the 
Bill ;  and  the  reason  is  this :  ^Ye  want  the 
public  to  understand  at  once  and  for  all  that 
the  next  election,  whenever  it  takes  place, 
will  only  return  seventy-four  members  instead 
of  ninety-five.  Now,  that  alone  is  sufficient 
to  make  it  urgent.  The  honourable  gentle- 
man says  there  is  no  marked  economy  in  that, 
because  it  does  not  come  into  operation  at 
once.  But  it  does  mean  economy,  because  it 
says  that  under  no  circumstances  shall  another 
House  be  elected  with  a  larger  number  than 
seventy-five.  No  one  can  tell  when  we  may 
have  another  election ;  and  I  say  the  people  of 
the  country  have  spoken  in  no  uncertain  way, 
saying,  "  We  will  not  have  more  than  seventy 
members  returned  to  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives in  future."  The  Government,  therefore, 
desire  to  place  this  Bill  on  the  Statute  Book, 
to  show  that  the  country  will  not  have  more 
than  seventy  members.  And  now  what  does 
this  Bill  do  ?  It  simply  substitutes  the  num- 
ber seventy-four  for  ninety-five  members  now 
constitutinig  this  House.     There  are  exactly 
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the  Bame  powers  under  the  existing  Aot  that 
are  taken  in  this  Bill.  There  is  no  difieronce 
whatever  in  this  respect ;  the  same  power  of 
dissolution  exists  there,  the  same  power  of  fix- 
ing the  districts.  Therefore  I  fail  to  see  where 
there  is  any  constitutional  power  sought  in  this 
Bill.  Some  honourable  gentlemen  seem  to 
think  that,  if  a  dissolution  came  about,  we 
should  have  a  tremendous  power  over  the 
House,  because  we  should  get  rid  of  twenty- 
one  members.  But  is  there  any  reason  what- 
ever to  suppose  that  these  twenty-one  would 
all  be  Opposition  members?  What  does  this 
election  teach  us  ?  It  teaches  us  that  the 
leading  men  of  this  House  are  more  subject  to 
defeat  than  the  men  of  less  standing.  It  may 
be  the  fate  of  the  Government  at  the  next  elec- 
tion to  lose  five  of  its  own  members,  instead 
of  two,  as  the  last  Government  lost.  Prac- 
tically, therefore,  the  only  difference  between 
this  Bill  and  the  Act  now  in  existence  is  that 
it  makes  a  House  consist  of  seventy-four  mem- 
bers instead  of  ninety-five.  That  is  all  it  does ; 
and  yet  there  is  all  this  constitutional  talk, 
and  this  foretelling  of  the  terrible  wrongs  which 
the  country  is  to  suffer  under  this  measure. 
Sir,  I  did  admire  my  honourable  friend  the 
member  for  Dunedin  West,  when  I  saw  the 
earnest  way  in  which  my  honourable  friend 
protested  against  this  unconstitutional  mea- 
sure. I  thought  to  myself.  What  a  terrible  dis- 
ability a  legal  education  must  place  a  man 
under  1  You  know.  Sir,  when  the  honourable 
gentleman  moved  that  amendment,  and  after- 
wards when  he  was  defending  it  in  such  elo- 
quent terms,  honourable  gentlemen  would  al- 
most think  that  my  honourable  friend  was 
heartily  desirous  of  putting  that  amendment  in 
the  Bill. 

Mr.  KKRR.— And  so  he  was. 

Major  ATKINSON.  — So  he  was!  The 
honourable  gentleman  disbelieves  in  the  re- 
duction of  members;  but,  unfortunately,  his 
constituents  take  quite  a  different  view.  Well, 
there  comes  in  the  lawyer.  He  can  get  up  with 
quite  a  serious  face,  put  in  the  amendment 
that  he  knows  will  destroy  the  Bill,  and  yet  at 
the  same  time  he  gets  all  credit  for  voting  for 
the  reduction  of  members.  When  I  saw  the 
honourable  gentleman  preparing  this  amend- 
ment I  did  regret  that  I  had  not  the  same 
fertile  mind  and  legal  training  as  he  has ;  and 
I  venture  to  think  that  many  of  us  would  feel 
a  great  pleasure  if  we  could  go  to  our  con- 
stituents and  say,  "  We  have  reduced  the  num- 
ber of  members  to  seventy,  and  at  the  some 
time  we  have  prevented  a  tyrannical  Govern- 
ment doing  any  harm  to  the  country."  It  was 
really  ingenious;  and  I  did  a<dmire  —  and  do 
admire — the  honourable  gentleman's  earnest 
manner.  I  am  very  sorry  that  the  honourable 
gentleman  has  been  defeated.  I  want  to  know 
how  it  is  that,  notwithstanding  the  terrible 
effects  of  this  Bill,  the  honourable  gentleman 
still  thought  it  necessary  to  vote  for  its  third 
leading.  I  have  done  with  the  honourable 
gentleman. 

Mr.  LEVESTAM.— What  about  the  honour- 
able member  for  Te  Aio,  who   first  moved 


the  amendment  wbioh  was  the  cause  of  the 
trouble  ? 

Major  ATKINSON.  —  Yes ;  the  honourable 
gentleman  did.  There  was  no  mistaking  his 
views.  He  did  not  appear  for  one  side  in  the 
case  now,  and  for  the  other  shortly  after. 

Mr.  W.  P.  BEEVES.— But  he  did  not  fight 
for  his  clause  on  the  second  day. 

Major  ATKINSON.— No ;  he  took  the  con- 
stitutional course.  He  accepted  the  lesser  evil. 
He  thinks  the  present  Government  is  a  useful 
one  to  the  country;  and  I  agree  with  him 
that  this  Government  is  very  useful  to  the 
country.  Perhaps  my  honourable  friend  oppo- 
site does  not  agree  with  me  in  that;  but  the 
honourable  member  for  Te  Aro  did,  and.  there- 
fore took  the  course  he  did  on  the  second  day. 
I  was  going  to  say,  before  I  leave  my  honourable 
friend,  that  the  country  need  not  be  uneasy  as 
to  the  effect  of  the  Bill,  because  we  are  quite 
sure  that  if  terrible  effects  were  likely  to  follow 
the  honourable  gentleman  would  not  have  been 
found  voting  for  the  Bill  that  could  bring  suoh 
dire  calamity  on  the  country  after  its  adop- 
tion. Therefore  honourable  gentlemen  can  re- 
assure themselves,  if  there  are  any  honourable 
members  on  this  side  who  still  think  that  some- 
thing terrible  is  going  to  come  out  of  the  Bill. 
The  great  constitutional  leader  of  the  House 
has  actually  voted  for  the  Bill  as  it  stands,  and 
therefore  it  cannot  be  so  terrible  as  has  been 
attempted  to  be  made  out.  I  shall  be  very 
much  interested,  when  the  time  comes  for  us  to 
address  our  constituents,  to  receive  from  my 
honourable  friend  a  report  of  his  address.  He 
is  generally  very  kind  in  that  respect,  and  sends 
me  a  copy  of  his  address.  I  thank  him  for  it, 
and  shall  be  glad  indeed  on  this  occasion  to 
receive  from  him — as  I  should  be  from  other 
members  if  they  were  kind  enough  to  send 
them  to  me — a  report  of  his  address.  I  shall 
read  that  address  with  great  interest.  That  he 
will  make  out  a  good  case  for  voting  for  this 
terrible  Bill  I  have  no  doubt ;  but  I  shall  be 
very  much  interested  to  know  how  he  gets  out 
of  the  difficulty.  Lord  John  Russell  was  cele- 
brated for  the  aptitude  he  had  for  getting  out  of 
difficulties,  and  I  remember  reading  in  a  book 
published  for  private  circulation  only,  being 
the  private  correspondence  of  Earl  Aberdeen, 
an  amusing  account  of  what  took  place  with 
regard  to  his  Lordship  on  one  occasion.  There 
was  a  very  difficult  question  coming  on  in  the 
House  of  Commons,  and  Sir  James  Graham 
and  others  wrote  to  one  another,  asking  how 
Lord  John  Russell  would  get  out  of  the  diffi- 
culty. They  had  not  the  slightest  idea  them- 
selves how  it  was  possible :  still,  every  one  felt 
confident  that  Lord  John  Russell  would  got  oat 
of  it.  I  am  in  the  same  way  with  regard  to 
my  friend.  I  feel  I  do  not  know  how  he  is 
going  to  get  out  of  this,  but  I  have  not  the 
slightest  doubt  that  he  will  get  out  of  it  with 
flying  colours.  I  am  very  sorry  I  have  detained 
the  House  so  long.  I  have  a  good  many  more 
notes,  but  my  supporters  are  hinting  that  it 
is  nearly  bed-time,  so  I  do  not  think  I  need 
trouble  the  House  further.  I  will  only  say,  in 
conclusion,  that  one  object  the  Govemmenb 
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has  in  getting  this  Bill  plEused  on  the  Statute 
Book — the  one  object,  I  say,  and  the  only  one — 
is  to  make  it  clear  to  the  people,  both  at  Home 
and  in  the  colony,  that  under  no  circumstances 
shall  the  House  of  Representatives  be  again 
returned  with  more  than  seventy-four  members. 
All  the  objections  raised  about  altering  the 
electorates  and  so  on  are  entirely  outside  this 
Bill.  I  venture  to  say  that  every  one  of  us  who 
has  gone  through  a  contested  election  lately  is 
prepared  to  say  that  our  electoral  laws  must 
be  altered.  We  know  that  the  amalgamation 
of  city  electorates  is  exercising  the  minds  of 
ft  large  number  of  people.  Tluit  is  a  matter 
which  we  should  consider,  and  there  are  other 
matters  of  the  same  sort,  but  they  have  nothing 
whatever  to  do  with  this  Bill.  Whether  this 
Bill  becomes  law  or  not  it  would  be  our  duty 
to  take  steps  in  that  direction,  and  therefore 
connecting  this  Bill  with  some  terrible  innova- 
tion by  the  Government  is  an  utter  mistake. 
I  hope  we  shall  now  finish  our  fight,  and  that 
to-morrow  we  shall  set  steadily  to  work.  I  have 
submitted  to  several  severe  lectures  to-night. 
The  honourable  member  for  the  Hutt  told  me 
that  I  should  behave  better,  and  was  not  fit  to  sit 
in  the  House.  I  submitted  to  it  all,  and  I  have 
no  doubt  I  shall  profit  by  the  advice ;  but  I  will 
say  this :  I  do  hope — and  if  I  understand  the 
Opposition  aright  I  think  there  is  ground  for 
that  hope — that  we  are  now  going  to  address 
ourselves  to  business.  Let  us  debate  everything 
fairly  and  fully.  I  need  not  tell  the  House 
that  the  Oovermnent  have  no  wish  whatever 
to  press  or  rush  business  forward.  We  wish 
everything  to  be  fairly  considered ;  but  we  have 
only  a  limited  time  at  our  disposal.  Honour- 
able gentlemen  should  remember  that  there  are 
ninety-four  members  in  this  House  who  may 
have  a  few  words  to  say  on  each  measure,  and 
that  if  two  or  three  members  persist  in  taking 
np  all  the  time  there  will  be  little  chance  of  our 
getting  on.  Honourable  gentlemen  should,  I 
think,  help  each  other  in  this  respect,  so  that 
we  can  have  a  reasonable  discussion.  I  hope 
to-morrow  we  shall  start  with  that  idea.  I 
apologize  for  troubling  the  House  at  this  late 
hour ;  but  on  our  side  very  little  was  said  on 
this  Bill.  I  felt  bound  to  make  this  speech  in 
answer  to  the  many  speeches  which  have  been 
made  on  the  other  side. 

Mr.  KERR. — I  wish  to  disabuse  the  Premier's 
mind  of  the  idea  that  the  leader  of  the  Opposi- 
tion has  had  anything  to  do  with  the  course  I 
have  taken  in  this  matter. 

Major  ATKINSON.— I  quite  understand 
that. 

Mr.  KERR.— I  can  safely  say  this :  that  if 
the  Premier  had  done  his  talking  in  the  same 
tone  as  he  has  spoken  during  the  last  half- 
hour  it  would  have  been  a  great  advantage  to 
the  House. 

Major  ATKINSON.— That  is  the  way  I  al- 
ways talk. 

Mr.  KERR.— When  it  suits  yourself. 

Major  ATKINSON.— I  am  much  obliged  to 
the  honourable  gentleman,  and  will  try  to  be 
better  for  the  future. 

Mr.  PITZ  HERBERT.  — The  Premier  has 
Major  Atkinson 


stated  that  I  said  he  was  not  fit  to  sit  in  the 
House.  I  never  ms^e  use  of  any  such  expres- 
sion, and  should  be  very  sorry  to  do  so.  What 
I  said  was  that  the  Premier  hod  shown  a  great 
want  of  courtesy  to  the  House,  and  that  if  he 
hod  not  been  so  discourteous  he  would  not  have 
had  so  much  trouble.  I  also  said  that  we  must 
look  to  the  Premier  for  the  tone  of  the  House, 
and  if  he  did  not  give  it  a  good  tone  it  might 
become  degraded  into  a  bear-garden.  I  should 
be  very  sorry  to  see  the  Premier  out  of  the 
House.  We  should  always  retain  him  not 
only  for  his  political  ability,  but  for  the  bravery 
he  displayed  in  the  earlier  days  when  he  was 
fighting  against  the  Maoris,  who  were  doing 
great  harm  to  the  colony.  I  have  the  highest 
respect  for  the  honourable  gentleman,  and  I 
never  said  anything  of  the  kind  he  thought  I 
did  ;  but  I  do  say  again ,  as  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Motueka  says,  that  if  the  Premier  had 
treated  the  House  in  the  conciliatory  manner 
he  has  done  during  the  last  half -hour  this 
trouble,  possibly,  would  not  have  occurred.  I 
spoke  not  in  any  way  as  an  Oppositionist,  but 
because  I  thought  that  he  was  not  doing  right 
in  regard  to  this  Bill. 

Mr.  W.  P.  REEVES.— I,  too,  wish  to  say  a 
word  or  two  in  personal  explanation.  An 
honourable  member  charged  me  this  evening 
with  doing  a  thing  which,  if  it  could  be  ac- 
curately charged  against  me,  would  show  that 
I  had  been  guilty  of  a  most  ungentlemanly 
action.  He  said  that,  though  I  hod  said  that  I 
was  most  anxious  to  expedite  matters  so  aa  to 
get  the  Bill  through  by  twelve  o'clock,  yet  I 
had  tried  to  block  it.  Now,  if  I  had  been  guilty 
of  that,  I  should  have  been  doing  a  most  un- 
gentlemanly action,  and  I  wish  to  assure  the 
honourable  member  on  my  honour  that  I  did 
not  try  to  block  other  business  coming,  but 
that,  on  the  contrary,  I  did  my  best  to  prevent 
the  discussion  going  beyond  twelve  o'clock. 

Sir  J.  VOGEL.— I  should  like  to  say  a  few 
words  in  explanation.  The  Premier  has  charged 
me  with  trying  to  obstruct  the  passage  of  this 
Bill.  Now,  I  wish  to  state  the  facts,  to  show 
how  entirely  mistaken  the  honourable  gentle- 
man was.  When  the  second  reading  of  the 
Bill  was  moved  I  spoke  very  briefly,  and  said 
that  I  should  not  oppose  the  second  reading.  I 
did  not  obstruct  the  Bill  going  into  Committee, 
and  when  the  Bill  was  in  Committee  I  took  no 
part  in  the  discussion,  and  left  the  House  at  an 
early  hour.  It  is  true  that  I  loft  a  pair ;  but 
the  honourable  gentleman  chooses  to  attach  a 
significance  to  a  general  pair  never  before,  so 
far  a,s  I  am  aware,  attached  to  it.  Yesterday  I 
offered  the  honourable  gentleman,  if  he  would 
adjourn  the  matter  until  the  evening,  to  en- 
deavour, by  means  of  using  what  influence  I 
had,  to  save  time  ;  and  this  afternoon.  Sir,  I 
made  a  similar  offer  to  the  honourable  gentle- 
man, which  would,  bad  he  accepted  it,  lead,  as 
I  believe,  to  a  considerable  saving  of  time.  At 
any  rate,  I  may  say  this :  that  I  was  engaged 
during  the  whole  of  the  afternoon — and  I  am 
sure  honourable  members  will  bear  me  oat 
in  saying  this—in  doing  what  I  could  to 
hurry'  on  the  business,  because,  as  I  said  to 
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honourable  members,  and  as  I  feel  to  be  really 
the  case,  we  want  the  Fablio  Works  Statement, 
and  other  business  of  an  urgent  character 
that  must  be  disposed  of,  to  be  brought  before 
us,  and  it  was  our  proper  course  to  assist  the 
honourable  gentleman  to  carry  the  Imprest 
Snpply  Bill  through  all  stages  this  evening,  so 
that  we  might  get  at  other  business  as  soon  as 
possible.  And  I  may  say  this :  that  I  have 
nevei  known,  on  any  previous  occasion,  the 
leader  of  the  Opposition  to  take  this  course 
without  the  honourable  gentleman  in  charge 
of  the  Bill  making  his  acknowledgments  to  his 
opponent  for  allowing  such  a  tiling  to  be  done. 
As  to  this  Bill,  I  then  endeavoured  to  get  the 
discussion  ended  by  half-past  twelve,  so  that 
we  might  go  on  with  other  business.  I  made  a 
short  speech  this  evening,  protesting  against 
the  Bill,  but  I  did  what  I  could  to  get  the 
measure  through  quickly  ;  and  the  honourable 
gentleman,  in  charging  me  with  delaying  the 
progress  of  the  Bill,  is  entirely  mistaken.  But 
I  say  now,  as  I  have  said  previously,  I  cannot 
hope  to  control  honourable  members  on  this  side 
of  the  House  if  the  honourable  gentleman  will 
throw  out  such  accusations  as  he  does.  The 
honourable  gentleman  will,  I  am  sure,  help 
business  forward  if  he  will  be  less  free  in  his 
accusations  against  members  on  this  side  of 
the  House.  Certainly  it  is  a  very  unfair  accu- 
sation to  make  against  me  that  I  have  been 
obstructing  the  Bni,  when,  as  honourable  mem- 
bers know,  I  have  taken  considerable  trouble 
during  the  whole  of  the  week  to  endeavour  to 
get  the  business  through,  and  have  mode  special 
efiorts  to  assist  the  hououiable  gentleman  with 
reference  to  this  particular  Bill.  And  I  am 
sorry  the  honourable  gentleman  should  have 
made  these  remarks,  when,  as  he  thought,  I 
should  have  no  opportunity  of  rebutting  them. 

Mr.  O'CALLAGHAN.  — The  Premier  has 
twice  said  that  I  refused  to  believe  his  word. 
I  can  assure  him  that  it  is  not  my  intention 
to  dispute  his  word  at  all.  What  I  said  was 
tliat  I  had  my  doubts,  not  as  to  the  honourable 
gentleman's  statement,  but  as  to  his  ability  to 
carry  out  his  assurance.  I  never  doubted  his 
word :  that  no  one  in  the  colony  would  doubt 
for  a  moment ;  and  I  am  sorry  that  he  should 
have  twice  mode  use  of  the  remark  that  I 
refused  to  believe  his  word. 

Major  ATKINSON.— -I  am  obliged  to  the 
honourable  gentleman  for  that  assurance.  I 
certainly  understood  him  to  doubt  my  word. 

Mr.  WHYTE.— After  listening  to  the  very 
earnest  tones  of  the  honourable  member  for 
St.  Albans,  disclaiming  all  intention  of  ob- 
structing this  measure,  I  feci  convinced  that  I 
was  wrong  in  saying  what  I  did  about  him,  and 
I  havo  great  pleasure  in  being  able  to  say  so. 
My  only  regret  is  that  I  cannot  say  the  same 
as  regards  the  other  honourable  members  to 
whom  I  have  referred. 

Mr.  LEVESTAM.— I  should  like  to  say  this : 
The  honourable  member  for  Waikato  directly 
charged  me  by  name  as  one  of  those  who 
obstructed  the  Bill.  Now,  I  say  that  I  re- 
gained from  speaking  the  whole  evening;  I 
refrained  from  speaking  on  the  cotomittal  of 


the  Bill,  and  I  refrained  from  speaking  in 
Committee.  I  moved  one  or  two  amendments, 
it  is  true,  without  making  any  long  speeches ; 
and  if  it  is  obstruction  to  move  an  amendment 
and  to  vote  in  a  certain  direction— of  course 
my  opinions  are  against  the  Bill — then  I  have 
been  guilty  of  obstruction ;  but  I  venture  to 
say  that  that  is  a  misuse  of  the  term.  Cer- 
tainly I  have  not  done  anything  in  any  way  to 
obstruct  the  progress  of  business. 

Major  ATKINSON. — I  am  very  much  sur- 
prised at  what  has  fallen  from  the  honourable 
member  for  Cbristchurch  North,  because  I  did 
not  know  that  there  was  anything  unusual  in 
the  leader  of  the  Opposition  giving  the  fullest 
facilities  to  the  Government  to  enable  them 
to  get  a  Supply  Bill  through.  I  should  have 
thought  that  the  honourable  gentleman  would 
have  recognised  it  simply  as  his  duty  to  the 
public  to  assist  in  a  matter  of  that  sort.  How- 
ever, if  the  honourable  gentleman  expected 
acknowledgments,  I  am  sorry  that  I  did  not 
give  them  to  him,  and  I  tender  them  to  him 
now.  The  honourable  gentleman,  I  may  say, 
never  thanked  me  for  such  action  when  I  was 
in  his  present  position,  and  I  am  sure  that  I 
never  looked  for  thanks ;  but  I  do  at  once  thank 
the  honourable  gentleman  if  I  am  indebted  to 
him.  But  I  apply  to  him  the  treatment  I 
should  expect  to  have  applied  to  mo.  I  take  it 
that  I  did  my  duty,  and  I  take  it  that  the 
honourable  gentleman  has  done  his  duty.  As 
to  assisting  me  in  regard  to  other  business,  I 
am  very  much  obliged  to  the  honourable  gentle- 
man if  he  has  been  endeavouring  to  do  that,  and 
I  am  bound  to  believe  him  when  he  says  that 
he  has  done  so.  I  can  only  say  that  I  wish  he  had 
better  control  over  his  party,  for  the  course  of 
events — not  unnaturally,  I  think — led  me  to  be- 
lieve that  there  was  some  sort  of  collusion  about 
the  obstruction  that  has  taken  place.  However, 
I  receive  his  positive  assurance  that  he  has  been 
endeavouring  to  assist  me  ;  I  have  to  thank  the 
honourable  gentleman,  and  I  hope  that  to- 
morrow we  shall  come  to  an  under<)tanding  and 
get  on  with  the  necessary  business. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— I  would  simply  say  this :  that 
the  tone  of  the  latter  part  of  the  Hon.  the  Pre- 
mier's address  somewhat  prevents  me  from  re- 
ferring, as  I  intended  to  refer,  to  the  first  and 
somewhat  objectionablo  part  of  his  speech.  As 
to  a  great  many  of  the  honourable  gentlemen 
to  whom  he  has  referred,  I  would  merely  say  it 
is  what  they  might  have  expected,  and  that  it 
serves  them  right.  I  only  wish  he  had  given  it 
to  them  a  little  more  warmly ;  because,  if  they 
had  done  their  duty  as  an  Opposition,  we 
should  have  been  in  a  bettor  position  now.  As 
for  myself,  I  am  perfectly  satisfied  with  what  I 
have  done.  I  do  not  regret  having  obstructed 
the  Bill. 

Major  ATKINSON.— You  had  better  take  it 
out  of  the  Opposition,  by  way  of  a  change. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— No ;  1  will  not  retaliate  on 
my  friends,  although  they  deserted  me :  it  is 
quite  bad  enough  to  have  to  deal  with  the  Pre- 
mier. Now,  I  am  quite  prepared  to  take  the 
whole  of  the  blame  for  what  has  occurred  to- 
night, and  I  do  not  wish  to  see  him  blame 
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othera.  The  Premier  kncws  very  well  that  I 
was  oat  o{  the  chamber  nearly  the  whole  of 
the  evening;.  I  came  back  at  twelve  o'clock, 
when  the  motion  for  the  third  reading  was 
about  being  put.  It  was  just  the  last  stage  of 
the  Bill,  and  I  was  determined  to  have  my  say. 
I  can  only  say  now  that  1  regret  that  my 
efforts  have  not  been  more  successful.  If  the 
Opposition  hod  worked  with  me,  instead  of  the 
Premier  crowing — if  I  may  use  that  term — 
about  having  carried  the  Bill  successfully,  the 
position  would  have  been  reversed.  To  that 
extent  I  say  that  the  honourable  gentlemen 
on  the  Opposition  side  who  have  been  referred 
to  by  the  Premier  fully  deserved  all  they  got. 

Major  STEWARD.  — It  is  only  fair  to  the 
leader  of  the  Opposition  that  I  should  say, 
from  my  own  kuowledge,  that  he  has  this 
evening  been  making  every  effort  towards 
enabling  the  Government  to  go  on  with  the 
business.  I  may  say  that  we,  all  of  us,  on  this 
side  of  the  House  who  had  desired  that  other 
business  should  go  on,  sincerely  hoped  that  the 
discussion  would  end  by  twelve  o'clock ;  and 
certainly  it  is  no  fault  of  tho  leader  of  the 
Opposition  that  circumstances  developed  them- 
selves in  a  different  way.  I  have  no  doubt 
that  honourable  gentlemen  opposite  will  bear 
testimony  to  thi.s  fact :  that  I  myself  went  up 
to  one  speaker  who  was  addressing  the  House, 
and  tried  to  induce  him  to  sit  down.  I  know 
the  honourable  member  for  Ashburton  went  to 
another  ,with  the  same  object;  and  it  is  not 
the  fault  of  tho  Opposition  as  a  party  that  we 
were  not  successful  in  securing  tho  opportunity 
of  proceeding  further  with  business  to-night.  I 
thought  it  right  to  say  this  to  clear  the  leader 
of  the  Opposition  from  the  blame  which  has 
been  cast  upon  him. 

Mr.  O'CALLAGHAN.— As  this  is  a  sort  of 
general  washing-up  and  wiping -away  of  bad 
feeling,  I  should  just  like  to  say  that  if  the 
Premier  had  adopted  during  the  last  few  days 
the  more  conciliatory  tone  ho  has  displayed 
during  the  last  half-hour  he  would  have  got 
on  much  better  with  tho  business  of  the  coun- 
try than  he  has  done.  This  evening  we  have 
seen  a  great  change  in  him.  He  caine  in  like 
a  lion,  and  I  felt  myself  squirming  in  my  seat 
when  he  was  speaking  in  the  manner  in  which 
be  commenced.  But  he  went  out  like  a  lamb, 
and  I  could  not  help  entertaining  a  kindly  feel- 
ing towards  him  during  the  latter  part  of  his 
speech.  I  hope  the  honourable  gentleman  will 
add  to  his  experience  by  the  course  of  events 
during  the  last  few  days,  and  that  he  will  find 
it  desirable  to  adopt  a  more  conciliatory  tone 
towards  members  of  this  House.  If  he  does 
that,  I  can  promise  him  this :  that  he  will  find 
the  thinking  members  of  the  Opposition,  of 
whom  I  claim  to  be  one,  very  glad  to  support 
him  in  pushing  on  the  public  business  as  rapidly 
as  possible. 

Sir  J.  VOGEL.— I  do  not  wish  to  say  that  it 
is  the  duty  of  the  Government  to  employ  any 
effusive  expressions  of  gratitude  to  me  for  what 
I  may  have  done,  but  it  is  usual  for  Ministers 
to  acknowledge  the  services  which  one  renders 
to  them  in  the  public  interest  in  carrying  on 
ifr.  Seddon 


the  business  of  this  House.  I  am  quite  sure 
that  whenever  the  honourable  gentleman  has 
given  me  assistance  in  passing  a  measure 
through  I  have  always  acknowledged  his  ser- 
vices. In  this  particular  instance  I  had  great 
trouble  over  this  Bill.  In  fact,  I  have  had 
great  trouble  during  the  whole  of  the  session  in 
assisting  the  honourable  gentleman ;  and  during 
the  rest  of  the  session  I  shall  do  what  I  can  to 
assist  him.  I  cannot  profess  that  I  am  actin); 
in  the  honourable  gentleman's  interest.  What 
I  do  profess  is  this :  that  I  want  to  see  tho 
business  of  the  country  proceed,  because,  as  I 
have  said  to  many  of  my  followers,  "  Every 
minute  yon  spend  upon  this  Bill  is  robbing  us 
of  opportunities  of  criticizing  other  Govern- 
ment measures  which  tho  Government  are 
trying  to  carry  through  this  session."  That  is 
tho  line  I  have  taken  up,  and  that  is  the  line  of 
conduct  which  the  honourable  gentleman,  if  he 
had  a  spark  of  gratitude,  would  have  recognised 
and  acknowledged.  It  is  very  difScult  to  help 
the  honourable  gentleman,  because  he  cannot 
restrain  his  temper  and  be  conciliatory.  For 
instance,  if  the  honourable  gentleman  ha4  used 
the  smallest  amount  of  conciliation  with  tho 
honourable  member  for  Auckland  Central  this 
evening  we  should  not  have  had  the  delay  that 
took  place  in  passing  through  the  Supply  Bill. 
I  have  been  accustomed  to  look  upon  the 
honourable  gentleman's  colleague,  the  Slinister 
of  Education,  as  being  inclined  to  be  rough,  and 
that  sort  of  thing,  but  I  cannot  help  thinking 
that  by  comparison  he  is  not  rough,  and  that 
if  tho  Minister  of  Education  wore  in  charge  of 
business  wo  should  sec  that  what  I  am  apt  to 
look  upon  as  roughness  on  his  part  was  mild- 
ness itself  as  compared  with  what  we  have  had 
to  put  up  with  from  the  Premier  himself  during 
tho  last  few  days.  I  cannot  understand  why 
the  honourable  gentleman  should  find  it  neces- 
sary to  be  so  bellicose — if  such  a  term  is  not 
nnparliamentary.  In  order  to  expedite  busi- 
ness honourable  m.embcrs  were  urged  by  several 
on  this  side  to  put  a  restraint  on  themselves, 
and  for  this  the  honourable  gentleman  is  un- 
gr.<iteful.  The  goddess  who  presided  over  the 
honourable  gentleman's  birth  I  believe  gave  him 
every  good  quality  under  the  sun  except  one — 
that  was  gratitude. 

Major  ATKINSON.— I  do  not  know  how 
the  honourable  gentleman,  after  announcing 
that  be  was  working  not  for  me,  but  for  him- 
self, ought  to  expect  any  gratitude  from  me. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

The  House  adjourned  at  thirteen  minutes 
to  three  o'clock  a.m. 


LEGISLATIVE  COUNCIL. 

Friday,  9th  December,  1887. 

First  Bcadiags— Second  Rending— Third  BeadiogB— 
Dairy  Prodaco  —  Municipal  Corporations  Bui— 
Parliauiontary  Honorarium  and  Privileges  Bill 
— Irrigation  and  Water-supply  Bill. 

The  Hon.  the  Speaker  took  the  chair  at 
half-past  two  o'clock. 
PaiYBSS. 
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FIBST  READINGS. 
Imptest  Supply  Bill  (No.  S),  Bepresentation 
Bill. 

SECOND  BEADING. 
Imprest  Supply  Bill  (No.  8). 

THIRD  BEADINGS. 
Imprest    Supply  Bill    (No.    3),    Governor's 
SaJary  and  Allowances  Bill,  Iilinisters'  Salaries 
and  Allowances  Bill,  Akaroa  Borough  Council 
Reserves  Vesting  and  Reclamation  Bill. 

DAIRY  PRODUCE. 
The  Hon.  Mr.  MENZIES,  in  moving  the 
motion  standing  in  bis  name,  said, — Attention 
has  been  drawn  already  to  the  subject  of  dairy- 
farming  in  this  country,  and  the  subject  is  of 
such  great  importance  as  to  have  induced  the 
Council  to  appoint  a  Committee  to  inquire  into 
the  matter  and  ascertain  whether  anything 
could  be  done  to  give  any  relief  to  a  class 
■which  is  in  an  especial  manner  suffering  very 
seriously  from  the  general  depression  that  pre- 
vails, and  from  the  low  prices  of  all  kinds  of 
agricultural  produce.  The  Committee  found 
that  a  great  deal  of  information  was  available 
on  the  subject,  and  selected  extracts  from 
various  works  which  are  to  be  found  in  the 
General  Assembly  Library,  in  order  that  they 
might  form  part  of  the  Appendices.  These 
afford  a  great  amount  of  information  respecting 
dairy-farming,  and  if  issued  in  pamphlet  form 
and  circulated  would  accomplish  much  good. 
It  is  with  this  object  I  move  the  motion.  As  I 
have  stated,  the  subject  is  one  of  large  im- 
portance for  the  colony,  because  the  industry  is 
eminently  suitable  to  New  Zealand,  inasmuch 
as  the  colony  is  peculiarly  favoured  in  climate, 
in  excellence  of  soil,  and  in  all  the  other  causes 
that  conduce  to  the  establishment  of  a  pro- 
sperous industry  of  this  character.  The  subject 
has  attracted  attention  in  various  parts  of  the 
colony  during  the  last  two  or  three  years. 
Factories  have  sprung  up  for  the  manufacture 
of  cheese.  They  are  imding,  however,  that 
that  product  is  glutting  the  market,  and  many 
of  these  factories  are  turning  their  attention  to 
the  production  of  butter,  and  if  milk  could  be 
prepared  in  other  ways  a  ready  market  would  be 
found  for  the  same,  provided  it  could  bo  turned 
out  of  only  the  best  quality.  We  should  find  a 
ready  market  in  England  especially  for  butter, 
cheese,  and  milk,  cither  in  the  form  of  con- 
densed milk  or  as  Swiss  milk,  which  is  a  new 
preparation.  The  statistics  relating  to  dairy 
produce  in  the  United  Kingdom  show  us  that 
in  the  year  1884  —  and  this  I  quote  on  high 
authority — the  amount  of  butter  imported  into 
the  United  Kingdom  was  of  the  value  of 
£13,000,000;  five  million  pounds'  worth  being 
from  America,  and  a  little  more  than  that  from 
Holland.  The  total  quantity  of  dairy  produce, 
in  the  form  of  milk,  butter,  and  cheese,  con- 
Btuned  in  the  United  Kingdom  was  worth 
about  £62,000,000.  Now,  seeing  that  the  im- 
ports amount  to  as  much  as  £13,000,000,  it  is 
clear  enough  there  is  a  large  field  for  this 
colony,  if  it  could  only  produce  goods  of  the 
best  quality.    I  see  no  reason  to  doubt  that  it 


can ;  and,  as  one  of  those  steps  which  can  help 
our  producers  to  produce  the  best  quality,  wo 
should  lay  before  them  all  the  best  informa- 
tion. We  find,  from  the  information  obtained, 
that  this  subject  has  attracted  the  attention  of 
various  European  Governments,  and  that  the 
State  fosters  the  industries.  I  believe  Den- 
mark has  obtained  a  high  reputation  for  its 
butter.  The  butter  supplied  from  Denmark 
brings  the  highest  price  in  the  market  in  Lou- 
don. The  importance  which  is  attached  at 
Homo  to  this  industry  may  be  inferred  from 
the  tact  that  the  leading  quarterly  magazine 
in  Great  Britain,  the  Quarterly  lleview,  has 
thought  it  worth  an  article  in  the  last  number. 
Now  that  industry  is  at  present  struggling, 
I  think  this  Parliament  should  show  its  sympa- 
thies with  the  efforts  of  the  sufiererii.  I  believe 
it  will  be  found  that  some  assistance  in  the 
way  of  starting  a  school  of  technical  instruc- 
tion would  be  found  necessary.  At  present, 
however,  all  I  ask  of  the  Council  is  to  agree  to 
the  printing  of  the  report  of  the  Committee  in 
the  Appendices,  in  order  that  it  may  bo  circu- 
lated and  convey  a  great  mass  of  information 
to  the  settlers. 

Motion  made,  and  question  proposed,  "  Tliat 
the  report  of  the  Dairy  Produce  Committer,  atid 
tJie  attacJied  appendix,  be  printed." — (Hon.  Mr. 
Menzies.) 

The  Hon.  Mr.  STEVENS.— Before  the  ques- 
tion is  put,  I  wish  to  say  I  was  under  the 
impression  that  my  honourable  friend  was 
going  to  bring  up  this  subject  in  a  dif- 
ferent form — That  the  Council  agree  with  the 
recommendations  of  the  Committee;  because 
one  of  the  recommendations  of  tlio  Com- 
mittee is  that  the  report — in  fact,  all  these 
papers  referred  to — should  be  printed  in  book- 
form,  with  a  view  to  their  being  sold  to  the 
public  at  a  very  low  price — Cd.  per  copy  to 
the  public,  with  a  discount  of  50  per  cent, 
to  any  booksellers  who  would  purchase  them 
in  quantities  and  sell  them  to  the  public. 
It  appears  to  me  it  would  be  bettor  if  my 
honourable  friend  would  agree  to  alter  the  form 
of  the  resolution  so  as  to  give  effect  to  the 
recommendations  of  the  Committee  in  that  re- 
spect ;  other^vise  double  expense  will  bo  gone  to. 
These  papers  will  appear  in  the  parliamentary 
records  in  a  printed  form.  That  is  one  ex- 
pense. Then,  the  same  expense  will  have  to  be 
gone  to  in  order  to  give  efiect  to  tlie  recom- 
mendation of  the  Committee  ;  and  that  would 
be  very  undesirable,  and,  in  fact,  useless,  be- 
cause several  copies  of  the  work  can  bo  kept 
in  the  General  Assembly  Library,  if  necessary, 
so  as  to  answer  the  purpose  of  reference  by 
honourable  members.  I  would  suggest  that 
words  of  this  kind  might  answer  the  purpose 
of  everybody :  to  add  to  the  motion  the  words 
"  in  book-form,  so  that  the  recommendation  of 
the  Committee,  that  the  same  be  printed  and 
sold  to  the  public,  should  bo  given  effect  to." 
I  understand  that  that  is  quite  in  conformity 
with  the  views  of  the  Committee,  and  I  hope 
my  honourable  friend  will  accept  it. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  MENZIES.— I  would  accept 
it  if  my  honourable  friend  would  add  some  fur- 
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ther  woids — namely,  "  at  cost  price."  I  think 
we  should  endeavour  to  assist  settlers  to  obtain 
information.  If  this  course  is  adopted  the  ex- 
pense will  be  recouped  to  the  Assembly.  I 
thought  information  should  be  provided  gratis  ; 
but,  if  my  honourable  frieud  desires  that  it 
should  not  be  provided  in  that  form,  I  have  no 
objection  to  accept  the  additional  words,  if 
others  were  added  that  it  should  be  provided 
at  cost  price. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  STEVENS.  — I  prefer  it  in 
this  form,  in  order  that  the  views  of  the  Com- 
mittee may  be  entirely  given  effect  to.  It  was 
the  desire  of  the  Committee  that  these  books 
should  be  sold  at  6d.  per  copy,  and  I  under- 
stood my  honourable  friend  concurred  in  that 
view. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  PHARAZYN.— As  a  member 
of  the  Committee,  I  may  say  that  I  moved  sub- 
stantially what  has  fallen  from  the  Hon.  Mr. 
Stevens,  the  intention  being  to  allow  the  whole- 
sale purchaser  to  take  these  works  at  cost  price, 
and  sell  them  to  the  public  at  a  price  not  ex- 
ceeding 6d.  The  cost  price  is  estimated  at 
Sd.  per  copy ;  and  if  these  books  were  sold 
wholesale  at  6d.  per  copy,  with  a  discount  of 
50  per  cent.,  that  would  bring  it  to  the  cost 
price,  an  agreement  being  made  with  the  pur- 
chasei-  to  sell  to  the  public  at  not  more  than 
6d.  If  you  give  away  books  of  that  sort  they 
are  much  less  appreciated  than  if  they  were 
bought  at  a  very  small  sum  ;  and  no  one  at  all 
interested  in  tho  subject  will  be  unwilling  to 
pay  6d.,  and  if  he  pays  that  amount  he  takes 
core  to  read  the  work.  I  hope  the  honourable 
gentleman  will  accept  the  proposal  of  the  Go- 
vernment. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  HOLMES.— I  move  that  the 
papers  be  published  in  book-form,  so  that  the 
reconmiendation  of  the  Committee  may  be  given 
effect  to.  It  was  intended  that  the  pamphlet 
should  be  published  at  6d.,  but  that  the  book- 
sellers should  pay  3d.  I  think  it  is  well  worth 
6d.  Its  compilation  engaged  the  attention  of 
the  Committee  for  many  days,  and  the  Hon. 
Mr.  Menzies  has  spent  a  good  deal  of  valuable 
time  over  it  —  in  fact,  it  is  his  work  almost 
altogether — and  I  think  it  would  be  a  very  good 
bargain  to  acquire  information  of  this  sort  for 
the  money.  It  contains  an  account  of  most  of 
the  discoveries  in  the  manufacture  of  butter 
and  cheese  for  the  last  half-century.  I  beg  to 
move  the  addition  to  the  motion  of  the  words, 
"  in  hook-form,  for  sale  to  the  public." 

The  Hon.  Mr.  MENZIES.— I  wish  to  say  I 
desire  to  add  to  that  that  it  should  be  sold  at 
the  cost  price.  I  do  not  think  the  Government 
should  try  to  make  a  profit  out  of  it.  My  own 
idea,  as  I  have  said,  is  that  the  pamphlet  should 
be  distributed  gratis;  but  that  was  not  the  view 
of  the  Committee,  and  I  so  for  concur  with  the 
view  of  the  Committee  as  to  support  the  books 
being  sold  at  the  cost  of  production.  I  do  not 
know  that  I  can  move  an  amendment  to  my 
own  motion,  but  perhaps  some  other  honour- 
able gentleman  would  do  so. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  PEACOCK.— The  only  means 
of  circulating  these  books  is  through  the  book- 
sellers, who  will  only  sell  at  a  profit.  If  the 
Hon.  Mr.  Mm*ie» 


books  were  sold  to  booksellers  as  proposed,  the 
pamphlets  would  find  their  way  all  over  the 
colony;  but,  if  they  could  only  be  procured 
from  the  Government  Printing  Office  in  Wel- 
lington, they  would  not. 

Words  added. 

Motion,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

MUNICIPAL  CORPORATIONS  BILL. 

IN  COMMITTEE. 

Clause  2. — Amendment  of  Act. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  REYNOLDS  moved  to  strike 
out  subsections  (1),  (2),  and  (3). 

The  Committee  divided  on  the  question, 
"  That  the  words  be  retained." 


Ayes,  6. 

Bamicoat 

Pharazyn 

Stevens 

Peter 

Shephard 
Noes,  26. 

Whi  taker. 

Aoland 

Kenny 

PoUen 

Boiiar 

Lahmann 

Ke3rnoIds 

Brett 

Mantell 

Richmond 

Buckley 

Martin 

Scotland 

Dignan 

McLean 

Shrimski 

Eraser 

Menzies 

Swanson 

Hart 

Miller 

Wahawaha 

Holmes 
Johnson 

Oliver 
Peacock 

Waterhousa 

Majority  against,  20. 

Amendment  carried. 

Clause,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Clause  3. — Certain  expenditure  authorised. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  REYNOLDS  moved  to  strike 
out  subsection  (4),  enabling  Borough  Councils 
to  contribute  to  athenssums,  &c. 

The  Committee  divided  on  the  question, 
"That  the  subsection  be  retained." 


Ayes,  13. 

Acland 

Lahmann 

Miller 

Bamicoat 

Mantell 

Richmond 

Bonar 

McLean 

Stevens 

Grace 

Menzies 

Whi  taker. 

Hart 

Nobs,  19. 

Brett 

Martin 

Scotland 

Buckley 

Oliver 

Shephard 

Dignan 

Peacock 

Shrimski 

Eraser 

Pharazyn 

Swanson 

Holmes 

Pollen 

Wahawaha 

Johnson 

Reynolds 

Waterhouse 

Kenny 

Majority  against,  6. 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Clause,  OS  amended,  agreed  to. 

Clause  4. — Special  expenditure  on  vote  of 
majority  of  Council  for  retiring-allowances  or 
in  relief  of  sufferers. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  SHRIMSKI  moved  to  strike 
out  the  clause. 

The  Committee  divided  on  the  question, 
"  That  the  clause  be  retained." 


Bonar 
Hart 
Kenny 
Lahmann 


Ayes,  10. 

Mantell  Shephard 

Menzies  Stevens 

Richmond  WhitaJcet. 
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Noes,  23. 

Acland 

Johnson             Follen 

Bamicoat 

Martin               Reynolds 

Brett 

MeLean             Scotland 

Buckley 

Miller                Shrimski 

Dignan 

Oliver                Swanson 

Fiaser 

Peacock             Wahawahfl. 

Grace 

Peter                 Waterhouse 

Holmes 

Pharazyn 

Majority  for,  13. 

Clause  straok  oat. 

Bill  repoited. 
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PARLIAMENTARY  HONORARIUM  AND 
PRIVILEGES  BILL. 

On  the  order  of  the  day  for  the  committal  of 
this  Bill  being  called  on, 

The  Hon.  Dr.  POLLEN  said,  — Sir,  before 
you  leave  the  chair  in  order  that  the  Council 
may  go  into  Committee  on  this  Bill,  I  desire,  if 
I  may  be  permitted  to  do  so,  to  call  the  attention 
of  the  House  to  a  question  of  privilege  which, 
without  attempting  to  traverse  the  motion, 
applies  to  it,  as  I  think  honourable  gentlemen 
ynh  admit.  Yesterday,  when  it  was  a  question 
of  the  adjournment  of  the  debate,  I  asked  you 
to  be  good  enough  to  say  what  your  view  was 
as  to  ihe  character  of  the  Bill  then  before  the 
Council.  You  said,  Sir,  I  think,  that  it  was  a 
money  Bill,  in  your  view  ;  but  you  also  said — 
you  will  correct  me  if  I  misapprehend  what  you 
said — that  of  itself  and  by  itself  it  might  not  be 
strictly  considered  to  be  a  money  Bill,  but  that, 
regarding  it  as  a  portion  of  the  financial  policy 
of  the  Government,  you  were  constrained  to 
decide  that  it  was  a  money  Bill,  and  of  a  cha- 
racter which,  under  the  rules  by  which  we  are 
at  present  guided,  it  was  not  competent  for  the 
Council  to  touch.  While  your  mind  is  still,  as 
I  hope,  not  absolutely  pronounced  upon  that 
subject,  I  would  like  to  call  your  attention 
and  the  attention  of  the  Council  to  the  fact 
that,  although  we  have  submitted,  rather  than 
perhaps  agreed,  to  be  guided  in  the  conduct  of 
our  business  by  regulations  which  we  have 
not  ourselves  had  a  hand  in  making,  the  old 
statutory  power  which  was  given  to  this  Coun- 
cil has  not  been  abrogated,  and  it  still  remains 
in  its  full  force.  The  relations  between  the 
two  Houses  have  been  settled  by  the  Constitu- 
tion Act.  The  power  of  either  House  with 
respect  to  money  Bills,  and  to  all  other  Bills, 
was  and  is,  according  to  statute,  absolutely 
equal,  with  this  exception :  that  Bills  purport- 
ing to  appropriate  money  must  be  originated 
in  another  place  and  upon  a  message  from  His 
Excellency  the  Governor,  We  are  governed 
very  much  by  precedent  in  these  matters.  We 
have  a  reverence,  and  a  proper  one,  for  the 
wisdom  of  our  ancestors,  and  when  we  are  at 
a  loss  to  find  our  way  in  a  difficulty  we  search 
for  precedents.  I  am  about  to  show  that  this 
Coimcil  has  made  for  itself  a  precedent  for  its 
action  in  dealing  with  money  Bills.  It  has  dealt 
in  that  way  witibout  hesitation  with  an  Appro- 
priation Act ;  and,  having  taken,  so  to  say,  the 
bull  by  the  boms,  a  fortiori  this  right  exists 
to  deal  with  any  Bill  which  has  less  certain 


pretension  to  he  called  a  money  Bill  than  the 
Appropriation  Act  itself.  So  long  ago  as  the 
year  1854  this  particular  question  of  the 
right  of  the  Council  to  deal  with  money  Bills 
was  raised  in  the  Council  itself,  which  was 
then  sitting  in  Auckland.  The  Appropriation 
Bill  of  that  session  was  introduced  at  a  very 
late  period,  and  considerable  dissatisfaction 
was  expressed  by  members  of  the  Council,  not 
only  OS  to  the  fact  of  the  lateness  at  which  the 
Bill  was  introduced,  but  as  to  the  character  of 
the  Bill  itself,  and  as  to  the  manner  in  which 
certain  appropriations  were  made  in  globo  in- 
stead of  being  set  out  in  detail.  I  hold  in  my 
hand  the  Journals  of  the  Legislative  Council  of 
Friday,  the  15th  September,  1854,  and  I  will 
read  the  entry  mode  in  the  Journals.  The 
Appropriation  Act  hod  been  read  a  second 
time,  and  it  was  then  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole  :— 

"  Kir.  Whitaker  moved.  That  the  following 
words,  after  '  out  of  the,'  in  the  first  line,  be 
erased :  '  revenue  arising  from  tsaes,  duties, 
and  imports  levied  within  the  said  colony,  and 
which  are  hereby  declared  to  be  raised  under 
an  Act  of  the  General  Assembly,  except  such 
portion  thereof  as  shall  by  an  Act  of  the 
General  Assembly  be  declared  to  be  otherwise 
applicable.' " 

This  was  an  amendment  upon  the  Appropria- 
tion Bill,  and  a  very  important  amendment. 
The  motion  was  seconded  by  the  Hon.  Mr. 
Salmon,  and  agreed  to.  There  was  afterwards 
the  usual  Conference  between  the  two  Houses 
upon  this  Bill,  an  agreement  was  come  to,  the 
amendments  were  accepted,  and  the  whole 
question  was  settled  in  the  usual  course.  No 
question  was  then  raised  as  between  the  two 
Houses  as  to  the  right  of  the  Legislative  Coun- 
cil to  exorcise  its  statutory  power  in  dealing 
with  money  Bills.  On  the  same  day  the  Hon. 
Mr.  Whitaker  moved  a  series  of  resolutions, 
among  which  was  this  one : — 

"  That,  in  consenting  to  pass  the  Appropria- 
tion Bill  for  1854-55  without  alteration  of  any 
of  the  sums  voted  by  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives, the  Legislative  Council  have  regard  solely 
to  the  maintenance  of  the  Civil  establishments 
of  the  colony,  and  desire  in  no  way  to  prejudice 
any  right  to  alter  or  amend  the  anniial  Apiiro- 
priation  Bill,  or  any  other  measure  for  raising 
or  disposing  of  the  public  revenues." 

In  moving  these  resolutions,  the  Hon.  Mr. 
Whitaker — I  am  quoting  from  the  Hanaard  re- 
port, compiled  from  authentic  sources,  of  the 
debates  of  that  period — said, — 

"  Looking  to  the  British  Constitution  and 
judging  from  analogy  they  were  not  enabled 
to  make  amendments  in  money  Bills ;  but  it 
mast  be  recollected  that  this  had  become  so 
settled  in  England  from  usage  founded  on  re- 
solutions of  the  House  of  Commons  of  long 
standing.  The  Constitution  of  New  Zealand 
rested  entirely  on  the  Act  of  Parliament 
granting  representative  institutions.  The  54th 
clause  of  that  Act  merely  enacted  that  <  It  shall 
not  be  lawful  for  the  House  of  Representatives 
or  the  Legislative  Council  or  for  the  Governor 
to   assent    to    any    Bill   appropriating,'    &o. 
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Kothing  was  said  as  to  the  power  or  the  duty 
of  the  Legislative  (/ouncil  in  lespect  to  such 
Bills.    The  power  of  the  Council  as  a  branch 

of  the  Legislature  was  not  restricted 

Strong  opinions  were  held  by  some  eminent 
men  that  in  this  respect  the  two  branches  of  the 
Legislature. should  be  upon  an  equality.  Lord 
Brougham  especially  spoke  very  decidedly  in 

favour  of  this  view On  the  other 

hand,  if  the  Constitution  really  not  only  gave 
the  Council  power  but  imposed  it  on  them  as 
a  duty  to  deal  with  money  Bills  as  with  other 
Bills,  it  would  be  wrong,  in  this  first  session,  to 
abandon  that  right  and  neglect  that  duty,  and 
thus  set  a  precedent  for  future  sessions." 

It  iB  true  that  upon  that  occasion,  and  sub- 
sequently when  disputes  arose  regarding  the 
powers  of  the  two  Chambers,  we  had  recourse, 
as  of  old,  to  an  outside  tribunal  for  guidance 
and  instruction  in  the  matter.  We,  as  was 
done  of  old,  consulted  the  Delphic  oracle,  and, 
after  the  usual  eyKoijui/a-if ,  the  words  of  wisdom 
were  delivered  by  the  high  priest.  That  was 
an  oracle,  like  all  oracles,  that  was  difficult  of 
understanding  ;  its  utterances  were  so  abstruse, 
its  rules  so  founded  upon  circumstances  tbe 
memory  of  which  had  long  since  died  out,  that 
it,  not  unnaturally,  became  a  subject  utterly 
beyond  the  capacity  of  oi  iroAXoi  to  under- 
stand ;  and  the  consequence  has  been  that  we 
have  been  obliged  to  establish  a  hierarchy  for 
purposes  of  expounding  and  interpreting  these 
oracles.  Rules  which  are  for  the  conduct  of 
public  business  ought  not  to  be  complicated : 
they  oueht  to  be  in  the  most  simple  and  easily- 
intelligible  form.  There  is  an  old  Boman 
story  which  comes  to  my  mind,  of  one  who 
hod  betrayed  the  Capitol,  and  who,  asking  for 
the  reward  of  her  treachery,  was  instantly 
crushed  to  death  under  the  shields  of  the  in- 
trudiug  barbarians.  It  has  appeared  to  me 
that,  having,  on  our  side,  betrayed,  so  to  say, 
the  privileges  and  rights  which  were  intrusted 
to  this  Council,  we  have,  like  the  betrayer 
of  old,  been  simply  overwhelmed  with  the 
bucklers  constructed  in  old  times  to  guard  the 
privileges  of  the  House  of  Commons  against 
dangers  which  then  threatened  them,  but 
which  no  longer  exist  there,  and  cannot  by 
any  possibility  occur  on  tliis  side  of  the  globe. 
Sir,  it  would  be  extremely  convenient  in  every 
respect,  and  might  save  a  good  deal  of  dif- 
ficulty, if  you  could  see  your  way  now,  having 
still  the  doubts  which  you  were  pleased  to 
express  yesterday,  to  permit  this  Bill  to  be 
committed,  not  as  a  money  Bill  in  the  strict 
sense,  but  so  as  to  allow  the  Committee,  if  a 
majority  of  members  so  desire  it,  to  deal  with 
the  Bill  in  the  terms  of  the  resolution  moved 
b^  myself,  and  which  was  carried  by  a  con- 
siderable majority  yesterday.  The  other  alter- 
native, however,  is  one  which  I  think  none 
of  us  would  desire  to  contemplate— that  we 
should  refuse  to  pass  the  Bill  altogether.  I 
tliink  it  would  be  very  much  better  to  act  in  the 
way  I  have  suggested,  seeing  that  in  doing  so 
wc  should  in  no  sense  be  travelling  beyond  what 
I  insist  upon  now,  and  have  always  insisted 
Eon.  Dr.  Pollen 


upon,  as  being  the  statutory  authority  of  thia 
Council.  I  have  no  desire  to  oppose  we  pass- 
ing of  the  Bill  into  Committee ;  but  it  would 
be  a  very  great  relief  to  me  and  to  other 
honourable  gentlemen,  I  am  sure,  whose  con- 
victions have  urged  them  in  the  direction  of 
opposing  this  Bill,  to  be  spared  the  necessity 
of  rejecting  it  altogether  if  we  cannot  alter  it 
in  Committee.  I  await,  Sir,  your  decision 
with  much  anxiety. 

The  Hon.  Sir  F.  WHITAKER.— X  ask  per- 
mission of  the  Council  for  a  few  words  before 
you.  Sir,  give  your  ruling  on  the  question,  as 
to  whether  we  have  a  right  to  alter  an  appro- 
priation or  any  other  money  Bill.  That  is  a 
matter  that  has  been  definitely  settled  more 
than  once— -on  at  least  two  occasions.  It  was 
settled  by  Sir  Erskine  May  at  the  time  it  was 
referred  to  him,  and  it  was  also  settled  by  the 
opinions  of  the  Attorney-General  and  Solicitor- 
General  in  England  ;  and,  I  believe,  it  has 
been  entirely  laid  at  rest  for  many  years.  I  do 
not  propose  to  renew  the  matter,  because,  as 
I  say,  it  has  been  definitely  and  conclusively 
settled  ;  and  the  only  thing  I  rose  for  is  to  say 
this :  that  my  honourable  friend  has  not  quite 
fairly  quoted  from  Hansard.  The  circum- 
stances— and  I  have  refreshed  my  memory  by 
these  reports — were  these :  When  the  Consti- 
tution Act  was  brought  into  operation  I  noticed 
that  there  was  no  provision  as  to  whether 
the  Council  could  deal  with  money  Bills.  The 
power  seemed  to  be  given  to  the  Legislature 
generally,  and  there  did  net  seem  to  be  any 
limits  to  the  Council  dealing  with  them.  I 
had  misgivings  whether  that  would  be  a  correct 
view  or  not,  and  I  thought,  under  the  circum- 
stances, that  the  Council  should  exercise  that 
right,  as  I  thought,  or,  rather,  what  was  sup- 
posed to  be  its  right,  in  connection  with  a 
money  Bill  then  before  it,  and  this  would  raise 
the  question  whether  or  not  the  Council  hod  a 
righttoaltermoney  Bills.  I  proposed  an  amend- 
ment to  the  Bill  under  these  circumstances. 
There  was  an  egregious  error  in  the  Bill.  I 
recollect  that  it  was  due  to  an  oversight  alto- 
gether on  the  part  of  the  House  of  Representee 
tives.  They  had  done  something  that  certainly 
they  did  not  intend  to  do,  and  which,  if  not 
rectified,  would  have  created  a  great  deal  of 
mischief.  I  proposed  an  amendment  in  the 
Bill,  which  was  sent  back  to  the  House  of 
Representatives  with  the  amendment.  They 
objected  to  our  action  altogether.  It  was  quite 
clear,  however,  that  the  Bill  would  have  to  be 
olterad.  The  position  of  the  Council  not  being 
definitely  settled,  it  was  agreed  that  the  matter 
should  stand  over,  without  prejudice  to  the 
question  in  any  way.  That  is  what  appeared 
in  Hansard.  There  was  a  Conference  on  the 
subject,  which  reported  afterwards  to  the  House, 
and  also  to  the  Council,  and  the  report  was 
concurred  in  by  both,  but  it  was  decided  that 
this  should  not  be  treated  as  a  precedent.  My 
honourable  friend  has  read  the  first  resolution. 

The  Hon.  Dr.  POLLEN.— The  second  one. 

The  Hon.  Sir  F.  WHITAKER.— But  there 
were  four  resolutions,  as  follow : — 

"  1.  That,  as  the  Bill  for  appropriating  the 
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pnblio  revenues  -was  not  inttDdnoed  into  the 
Legislative  Council  until  the  ISth  instant,  and 
ae  the  Assembly  is  to  be  prorogued  on  the  16th 
instant,  this  Council  has  no  alternative  but 
either  wholly  to  reject  the  Bill  or  to  agree  to  it 
in  the  form  in  which  it  has  been  transmitted 
to  them  by  the  House  of  Representatives. 

"2.  That,  in  consenting  to  pass  the  Appro- 
priation Bill  for  1854-55  without  alteration  of 
any  of  the  sums  voted  by  the  House  of  Bepre- 
sentatives,  the  Legislative  Council  have  regard 
solely  to  the  maintenance  of  the  Civil  esta- 
blishments of  the  colony,  and  desire  in  no 
way  to  prejudice  any  right  to  alter  or  amend 
the  annual  Appropriation  Bill,  or  any  other 
measure  for  raising  or  disposing  of  the  public 
revenues. 

"  8.  That,  although  the  Act  for  granting  a  re- 
presentative Constitution  to  the  Colony  of  New 
Zealand  contains  no  provision  for  limiting  or 
restricting  the  power  of  the  Legislative  Council 
to  alter  or  amend  any  legislative  measure  what- 
ever which  may  be  submitted  for  their  con- 
sideration, the  question  has,  nevertheless,  been 
raised  whether  the  Legislative  Council  would 
be  justified  in  making  any  alteration  in  a 
measure  of  suRply,  or  whether,  by  analogy  to 
the  British  Constitution,  the  Legislative  Coun- 
cil of  New  Zealand  must  not  either  wholly 
accept  or  wholly  reject  every  such  measure. 

"  4.  That,  in  order  to  avoid  the  evils  which 
would  result  from  any  conflict  of  opinion 
between  two  of  the  branches  of  the  General  As- 
sembly as  to  the  nature  and  extent  of  their 
respective  constitutional  rights,  all  doubt  upon 
the  subject  should  be  at  once  and  authorita- 
tively set  at  rest ;  and  that,  with  a  view  to  that 
object.  His  Bxcellency  the  Officer  Administer- 
ing the  Government  be  respectfully  moved  to 
bring  the  question  under  the  consideration  of 
Her  Majesty's  Imperial  Government." 

These  resolutions,  I  should  say,  were  proposed 
by  myself,  and  they  were  carried  without  any 
dissentient  in  the  Council.  According  to  the 
best  of  my  recollection,  the  subject  was  brought 
under  the  consideration  of  Her  Majesty's  Im- 
perial Government — I  am  speaking  entirely  from 
recollection.  I  have  not  had  an  opportunity 
of  looking  up  the  question,  but  my  recollection 
is  that  Her  Majesty's  Imperial  Government 
pointed  out  to  us  that,  as  a  Legislative  Coun- 
cil, we  had  nothing  to  do  with  the  appropria- 
tion of  money.  Since  that,  as  you  are  aware, 
Sir,  the  question  has  been  raised  more  than 
once ;  but  it  was  raised  most  strongly  when  the 
question  of  privilege  was  raised  by  the  Hon. 
Mr.  Menzies,  and  the  question  was  referred  to 
Sir  Erskine  May,  and  the  decision  has  invari- 
ably been  that  we  had  no  right  to  alter  or 
amend  money  Bills.  I  have  no  doubt  what- 
ever, myself,  that  we  are  precluded  from  dealing 
with  these  Bills  in  any  way  whatever;  and  as 
for  this  decision  in  1854  being  a  precedent 
for  this,  if  honourable  members  will  read  it 
through  they  will  see  that  it  leads  the  other 
way.  I  thought  at  the  commencement  of  the 
first  session  of  the  Assembly  that  there  were 
doubts  about  it,  and  there  was  an  opportunity 
of  altering  a  Bill  which   contained  clauses 


which  everybody  knew  could  not  stand ;  and 
we  thought  it  proper  to  raise  the  question,  and 
it  was  raised  and  discussed,  and  decided  that 
it  should  not  be  a  precedent  on  either  the  one 
side  or  the  other,  but  that  both  branches  of  the 
Legislature  should  remain  in  the  position  that 
they  were  in  before  the  question  was  raised. 
I  thought  I  ought  to  make  this  explanation 
because  my  honourable  friend  did  not  give  us 
altogether  a  very  correct  view  of  what  was 
really  done  on  that  occasion,  and  I  thought  it 
was  desirable  that  I  should  put  the  Council  in 
possession  of  what  the  facts  were.  It  is  en- 
tirely now  for  your  decision.  Sir.  I  will  not 
argue  the  question  further,  because  it  appears 
to  me  that  it  has  been  so  conclusively  settled 
that  it  would  only  be  a  waste  of  time  to  discuss 
it  over  again. 

The  Hon.  the  SPEAKER.  — I  have  the 
greatest  possible  respect  for  the  arguments 
brought  forward  by  the  Hon.  Dr.  Pollen,  as 
this  Council  always  has  with  regard  to  his 
opinion  on  constitutional  questions.  But  when 
he  appeals  to  me  to  rule  to  the  effect  of  giving 
permission — I  think  those  were  his  words — 
that  the  Council,  in  regard  to  the  Honorarium 
Bill,  should  have  the  power  of  amending 
it,  he  is  asking  me  to  do  that  which  I  find 
it  impossible  to  comply  with.  Nor  would  he 
think  I  was  acting  consistently  with  my  posi- 
tion as.  Speaker  of  this  Council  if  I  were  to 
give  such  a  ready  assent.  I  have  no  doubt 
whatever,  myself,  without  entering  into  a  long 
argument  upon  the  question,  which  the  Coun- 
cil would  nob  expect  mo  to  do — though,  if  it  be 
the  desire  of  the  Council  that  I  should  do  it,  I 
shall  obey  their  will,  and  produce  them  a  care- 
ful opinion  on  the  subject,  supported  by  refer- 
ences ;  but  I  think  the  Council  will  not  require 
that  from  me.  If  it  did  it  would  have  to  give 
me  time  to  do  that  till  the  next  sitting-day. 
But  I  say,  without  hesitation,  that,  in  my 
opinion,  the  Council  cannot  deal  with  money 
Bills ;  and  that  this  is  essentially  a  money  Bill. 
There  might  perhaps  be  a  ciuestlon  if  this  Bill 
stood  alone ;  out  it  forms  an  integral  part  of  the 
financial  proposals  of  the  Government,  and,  as 
such,  it  is  quite  impossible  for  mo  to  look  upon 
it  in  any  other  light  than  that  of  a  money  Bill. 
Therefore  it  is  impossible  for  the,  by  any  ruling 
of  mine,  to  give  the  Council  permission  to  alter 
it.  I  say,  with  every  possible  respect,  and  with 
a  determination  to  protect  the  privileges  of  the 
Council  so  far  as  my  experience  and  ability 
go,  and  with  a  determination  to  do  my  duty 
totvards  the  Council,  which  I  shall  always  be 
prepared  to  do,  yet,  having  these  opinions,  I 
should  fail  in  my  duty  if  I  did  not  on  this 
occasion  assure  the  Council  that  I  think  I 
should  take  up  a  position  and  occupy  ground 
which  would  not  be  tenable  if  I  were  to  rule 
that  the  Council  could  alter  this  Bill.  I  hope 
I  have  expressed  myself  clearly,  and  that  the 
Council  will  pardon  me  for  presuming  to  advise 
it  in  all  seriousness  to  abandon  all  idea  of 
altering  money  Bills. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  WATERHOUSE.— May  I  re- 
quest, Sir,  if  it  is  competent  for  me  to  move. 
That  yoM/r  ruXing  ht  entered  in  the  Journals  f 
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The  Hon.  the  SPEAKER.— The  question  is, 
That  the  ruling  of  the  Speaker  be  entered 
in  the  Journals. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

IN  COMMITTEE. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  MANTELL  moved,  That  pro- 
gress be  reported. 
The  Gommittee  divided. 


Ayes,  14. 

Brett 

Mantell 

Scotland 

Buckley 

Martin 

Shephard 

Hart 

Menzies 

Shrimski 

Holmes 

Pollen 

Wahawaha. 

Lahmann 

Reynolds 
Noes,  14. 

Acland 

Kenny 

Stevens 

Bamicoat 

McLean 

Swanson 

Bonar 

Miller 

Waterhouse 

Dignan 

Pharazyn 

Whitaker. 

Grace 

Richmond 

The  Hon.  the  Chaibmait  gave  his  casting- 
vote  with  the  "  Noes." 

Amendment  negatived. 

Tlie  Hon.  Dr.  POLLEN  moved.  That  the 
Chairman  report  progress,  and  ask  leave  to  sit 
again. 

The  Committee  divided. 


Atbs,  13. 

Brett 

Martin 

Scotland 

Buckley 

Menzies 

Shephard 

Hart 

Pollen 

Shrimski 

Holmes 

Reynolds 

Wahawaha. 

Lahmann 

Noes,  15. 

Acland 

Kenny 

Richmond 

Barnicoat 

Mantell 

Stevens 

Bonar 

McLean 

Swanson 

Dignan 

Miller 

Waterhouse 

Grace 

Pharazyn 

Whitaker. 

Amendment  negatived. 

Bill  reported,  and  road  a  third  time. 

IRRIGATION  AND  WATER-SUPPLY 
BILL. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  BONAR,  in  moving  the  second 
reading  of  this  Bill,  said  its  object  would  be 
found  in  clauses  2  and  14.  It  was  simply  to 
enable  those  districts  in  which  the  Counties 
Act  was  not  in  operation  to  have  the  benefit  of 
irrigation -works  and  water-supply.  Clause  2 
provided  that  the  Governor  in  Council  should 
proclaim  districts.  In  clause  14  it  was  pro- 
vided that  the  Boards  should  have  the  powers 
a  County  Council  have  as  to  irrigation  and 
water-supply.  The  rest  of  the  Bill  was  simply 
the  machinery  laid  down  in  the  Counties  Act. 
If  any  alterations  were  suggested,  he  would  be 
happy  to  conBider  them  in  Committee. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  WATERHOUSE  confessed  he 
would  like  a  little  more  information  as  to  the 
puroort  of  the  Bill  than  that  which  was  af- 
forded by  the  Hon.  Mr.  Bonar.  He  would  like 
to  know  what  was  the  object  of  the  Bill.  It  was 
introduced  by  his  honourable  friend  from  the 
West  Coast,  and  apparently  for  the  purpose  of 
promoting  irrigation;  but  ho  thought  that  a 


country  which  had  an  annual  rainfall  of  from 
120in.  to  160in.  could  not  require  a  water- 
supply.  He  would  suggest  to  his  honour- 
able friend  that  he  should  not  go  on  with 
the  Bill  this  session.  It  was  a  very  imper- 
fect measure  indeed.  He  had  devoted  a  whole 
evening  to  the  consideration  of  it,  and  he 
found  it  took  him  all  that  time  to  master 
it.  The  impression  that  was  created  in  his 
mind  was  a  desire  to  know  who  was  the 
drafter  of  the  Bill,  and  he  came  to  the  con- 
clusion that  it  had  been  drawn  by  the  vil- 
lage blacksmith,  it  had  been  drawn  in  such  a 
clumsy  manner.  They  would  be  parting  with 
their  functions  as  a  Legislature  by  adopting 
the  last  clause  of  the  Bill,  for  it  handed  over 
full  and  complete  power  to  the  Governor  to 
remedy  defects.  He  noticed  that  there  was  no 
power  in  the  Bill  to  make  by-laws.  There  was 
no  sufficient  provision  in  regard  to  the  appoint- 
ment of  officers.  Very  great  power  in  this 
respect  was  given  to  the  Commissioners  under 
the  Counties  Act.  Nor  was  there  sufficient 
provision  as  regarded  the  accounts  and  mode  of 
auditing.  There  was  no  provision  for  oSeuces 
— a  provision  absolutely  necessary ;  and,  with 
regard  to  expenditure,  the  powers  under  the 
19th  clause  were  of  too  ample  a  character. 
They  simply  provided  that  all  the  moneys 
raised  should  be  at  the  disposal  of  the  Board, 
to  bo  applied  by  them  as  they  thought  fit ;  and, 
under  that  clause  they  might  send  members 
to  see  the  Government,  as  was  proposed  in 
the  Municipal  Corporations  Bill,  and  which 
was,  in  his  opinion,  very  properly  thrown  out. 
He  referred  to  these  as  being  some  of  the 
great  defects  in  the  measure.  It  was  proposed 
by  this  Bill  that  trustees  should  be  appointed, 
and  be  elected  triennially.  He  trusted  his 
honourable  friend  would  content  himself  with 
the  second  reading  of  the  measure  this  year, 
and  allow  it  to  drop  for  the  present.  At  this 
stage  of  the  session,  moreover,  it  was  scarcely 
likely  that  it  would  find  its  way  through  the 
other  branch  of  the  Legislature.  The  Bill  re- 
quired much  further  consideration,  and  he  was 
satisfied  it  ought  to  be  delayed  for  some  months, 
in  order  that  these  defects  might  be  remedied. 
The  Hon.  Mr.  BONAR  said  that  perhaps 
he  had  been  too  curt  in  his  remarks  in  moving 
the  second  reading  of  the  Bill ;  but  had  he 
thought  it  necessary  he  could  have  easily 
amplified  them.  He  ought  to  have  stated  that 
this  measure  hod  nothing  to  do  with  goldfields. 
It  related  to  a  portion  of  the  east  coshsfc  of 
the  South  Island ;  that  was,  where  the  Conn- 
ties  Act  was  not  in  operation — in  the  County 
of  Ashley — and  it  was  to  enable  the  plains 
there  to  be  supplied  with  water.  With  re- 
gard to  the  appointment  of  officers,  the  12th 
clause  provided  for  the  appointment  of  a  Chair- 
man and  Treasurer,  and  such  officers,  as  col- 
lector of  rates,  or  in  other  capacities,  as  were 
thought  necessary.  Then,  wiui  regard  to  the 
application  of  moneys,  the  19tb  clause  provided 
for  this ;  the  20th,  for  the  keeping  of  accounts, 
and  the  regular  publication  of  accounts ;  and 
the  21st  clause  provided  for  auditing  of  ac- 
counts by  an  auditor  to  be  appointed  by  the 
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Oovemor,  and  for  the  accounts  to  be  properly 
published.  The  power  to  moke  by-laws  was  con- 
tained in  section  14,  which  re-enacted  all  the 
provisions  in  the  Counties  Act  bearing  on  the 
subject.  These  provided  for  making,  altering, 
and  repealing  by-laws  for  a  number  of  purposes, 
as  contained  in  the  nine  subseccions.  He  was 
afraid,  as  had  been  suggested,  that  there  was 
no  prospect  of  getting  this  Bill  through  the 
other  branch  of  the  Legislature  at  this  late 
period  of  the  session ;  but  if  the  Council  would 
giant  him  the  second  reading,  and  perhaps, 
a,  committal,  he  should  be  very  glad.  He  had 
a  hope  that  the  Bill  might  become  law,  as  it 
was  very  much  wanted,  and  would  prove  a 
great  boon  to  the  district.  As  to  rating,  there 
were  the  same  powers  as  contained  in  the 
Counties  Act. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  JOHNSON  asked  whether  this 
was  not  a  local  Bill,  as  it  was  intended  to  apply 
to  one  district  only. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  BONAR  said  it  was  intended  to 
apply  to  all  parts  of  the  colony  where  the  Coun- 
ties Act  was  not  in  operation,  and  was  to  give 
them  the  right  to  carry  out  works  for  irrigation 
and  water-supply. 

Bill  read  a  second  time. 

The  Council  adjourned  at  twenty  minutes 
past  ten  o'clock  p.m. 


HOUSE   OP   EEPEESENTATIVES. 
Friday,  9th  December,  1887. 

LeIth  Valley-BIueskin  Boad  —  Tobacco  License  — 
Maori  Haruard — Hohepa  Karetai  and  Others — 
HoTomona  Patu  and  Others  —  Canada  Tariff 
Treaties  —  Anstralasian  Tariff  Treaties  —  Mines 
and  Geological  Departments  —  ImuliCTants  — 
Government  Ixums  to  Local  Bodies— "Iho  Un- 
employed and  the  Bemedy  "—Tax  on  Absentees 
— ?  .\raetAi  Post-office — Glenham  Tunnel  Acci- 
dent—Waimate^  Oamaru,  and  Timaru  Freights 
—Foreign  Vessels  in  Coastal  Trade— Babbit  Nui- 
sance Act— Scab— Matheson  Brothers — Kalpara 
Firewood  Freight— Kalpara  Steam-tng — Obscene 
lADgusge— Bmnnerton  Borough  Endowment — 
Brunnerton  Courthouse  —  Greymouth-Bmnner- 
ton  Fares— Arahnra  Bivor— Texemakau  Biver— 
Addington  Vi^orkshops  Manager — Maketu  Town- 
ship—Otago  Central  Bailway  —  Hillside  Work- 
shops— "Hinemoa"  and  "Stella" — Pama-\Vha- 
ngarei  Telephone — Government   Printing-office 

—  Walrarapa  Timber-freights  —  Payments  for 
Land  —  Military  Training-school  —  J.  Hudson  — 
Botoma  Township— Despatch  of  Business — Dis- 
tilleries—Whalers-Walton  Park  Coal— Normal 
and  Training  Schools  —  Waitotara  Election  — 
Bates  on  Land  —  Engine-drivers  on  Wellington 
Bailway  —  Shannon  Mails  —  Wellington  -  Pitone 
Railway-fence — Eketahuna  and  Kicnmond  Line 

—  Bamham,  Norwood,  and  Selwyn  Bailway 
Traffic— Government  Business— Laud  Bill. 


Mr.  Speakeb  took  the  chair  at  twelve  o'clock 
noon. 

Pbayebs. 

LEITH  VALLEY-BLUESKIN  ROAD. 
Mr.  W.  D.  STEWART  asked  the  Minister 
for  Public  Works,  Whether  he  will  cause  a 
stun  to  be  placed  on  the  estimates  to  complete 
the  formation  of  the  road  from  Leith  Valley  to 
Blueskin?    This  was  a  road  that  hod  lieen 


under  the  consideration  of  the  House  in  former 
years,  and  a  sum  of  money  was  on  one  occasion 
placed  upon  the  estimates  for  the  purpose  of 
forming  the  road.  He  was  not  sure  whether 
any  portion  of  that  money  had  been  expended ; 
but  he  believed,  at  any  rate,  that  a  large  por- 
tion of  it  had  not.  He  had  received  by  the 
mail  that  morning  a  letter  from  a  gentleman, 
stating  that  the  unmetalled  portion  of  the 
road  was  in  a  very  bad  condition ;  and,  having 
ridden  over  it  about  eight  weeks  ago,  he  could 
say  that  it  must  now  be  in  a  very  deplorable 
state.  He  believed  it  would  pay  the  country 
to  have  the  rood  properly  formed. 

Mr.  MITCHELSON  said  it  was  quite  true 
that  a  large  sum  of  money  hod  been  spent 
upon  this  road  by  the  Government  in  former 
years,  the  amount  expended  being  £3,257.  In 
the  year  1883,  the  last  year  upon  which  a  vote 
was  asked  for,  a  sum  of  money  was  placed 
on  the  estimates  for  this  particular  road,  and 
the  balance  of  the  money  unexpended  was 
handed  over  to  the  local  body,  which  at  the 
same  time  took  over  the  road.  The  road 
having  been  placed  under  the  control  of  the 
County  Council,  the  Government  considered 
their  liability  for  it  ceased,  and  therefore  could 
not  agree  to  place  any  further  sums  upon  the 
estimates  for  the  purpose  mentioned  in  the 
question. 

TOBACCO  LICENSE. 

Mr.  B.  H.  3.  REEVES  asked  the  Govern- 
ment, If  it  is  their  intention  to  introduce  a 
Bill  this  session  for  the  purpose  of  imposing  a 
license-fee  on  tobacconists,  in  accordance  with 
several  petitions  presented  to  this  House  by 
the  dealers  in  tobacco  and  cigars  in  the 
colony?  He  asked  this  question  at  the  re- 
quest of  a  number  of  patriotic  tobacconists, 
who  were  anxious  to  be  taxed,  and  to  contri- 
bute to  the  revenue  for  the  privilege  of  selling 
tobacco  and  cigars. 

Mr.  FISHEK  replied  that  numbers  of  peti- 
tions had  been  presented  not  only  to  this  but 
to  preceding  Parliaments  on  this  question. 
Thero  was,  however,  a  little  difficulty  in  the 
way  of  issuing  licenses,  because  of  the  dii&cuUy 
experienced  in  making  the  Act  general,  so  that 
it  might  apply  to  the  country  districts.  He 
hoped  it  would  be  satisfactory  to  the  honour- 
able gentleman  when  he  said  that  he  did  not 
think  it  possible,  in  the  crowded  state  of  the 
business,  to  introduce  a  Bill  this  session,  but 
that  the  matter  should  be  taken  into  considera- 
tion during  the  recess, 

MAORI  BANSARD. 
Mr.  TAIPUA  asked  the  Government,  If  they 
will  diroot  that  the  Maori  Hamard  shall  be 
issued  at  the  end  of  each  session,  and  not  be 
kept  back  for  many  months  after  the  session 
has  terminated,  as  has  been  the  case  heretofore  ? 
He  would  like  to  be  informed  how  it  was  that 
there  was  such  delay  in  the  issue  of  the  Maori 
Haiisard.  For  some  years  past  it  had  never 
been  circulated  until  three  or  four  months 
after  the  termination  of  the  session.  The  con- 
stituents of  tho  Maori  members  were  constantly 
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sending  letters  inquiring  when  these  papers 
would  be  issued,  and  when  they  would  have 
an  opportunity  of  knowing  the  proceedings  of 
Parliament.  As  there  was  a  new  Government 
in,  he  thought  there  would  be  a  new  departure 
in  the  method  of  issuing  the  Maori  Hansard. 
At  the  commencement  o{  the  present  session  he 
found  that  the  Maori  Hansard  for  the  previous 
session  was  just  about  to  be  issued.  He  could 
not  understand  this  delay,  as  the  translation  of 
the  Maori  Hansard  was  always  completed  at 
the  end  of  each  session.  He  hoped  the  Go- 
vernment would  be  able  to  make  some  arrnngo- 
ment  by  which  this  delay  would  be  obviated. 

Mr.  SPEAKER  said  he  had  caused  inquiries 
to  be  made,  aud  had  ascertained  that  the  rea- 
son for  the  delay  was  that  the  printing  of  the 
English  Hansard  took  up  s6  much  time  that 
the  Printing-office  was  not  able  to  take  up  the 
printing  of  the  Maori  Hansard  till  the  session 
was  over.  He  would  make  further  inquiries, 
and  do  all  in  his  power  in  the  direction  of 
having  the  Maori  Hansard  issued  more  speedily. 

HOHEPA  KAEETAI  AND  OTHERS. 

Mr.  PARATA  asked  the  Minister  of  Native 
Affairs,  What  tlie  Government  intend  to  do 
with  regard  to  the  petition  of  Hohepa  Karetai 
and  others,  reported  on  recently  by  the  Native 
Affairs  Committee  ? 

Mr.  MITCHELSON  said  the  Government  had 
expended  in  former  years  a  sum  of  £880  upon 
the  road  which  was  the  subject  of  the  petition, 
and  the  information  he  had  been  able  to 
gather  was  to  the  effect  that  the  road  was  a 
very  good  one  at  the  present  time.  The  Go- 
vernment, therefore,  could  not  see  their  way  to 
do  anything  more  in  the  matter. 

HOROMONA  PATU  AND  OTHERS. 

Mr.  TAIWHANGA  a.sked  the  Government, 
Whether  they  will  place  a  sufficient  sum  on 
the  supplementary  estimates  to  cover  Horomona 
Patu's  expenses  in  negotiating  the  settlement 
of  his  claims  for  land  in  the  South  Island? 
His  reason  for  asking  this  question  was  that 
Horomona  had  come  here  for  the  purpose  of 
getting  bis  privileges,  but  he  had  obtained 
nothing  at  all,  though  he  had  lost  about  £1,000 
in  money  in  coming  to  Wellington  for  the 
purpose.  He  hoped  the  Government  would 
look  at  the  matter  favourably. 

Mr.  MITCHELSON  said  he  regretted  very 
much  that  Horomona  had  been  put  to  such 
heavy  expense  in  coming  to  Wellington  in 
order  to  substantiate  the  claim  he  had  mode. 
At  the  same  time,  he  could  not  recognise  that 
Horomona  had  any  claim  on  the  Government 
for  personal  expenses  incurred  while  in  Wel- 
lington, seeing  that  he  came  upon  his  own 
business,  without  having  consulted  the  Go- 
vernment ;  and  therefore  he  (Mr.  ilitchelson) 
could  not  agree  that  a  sum  should  be  placed 
on  the  supplementary  estimates  for  the  pur- 
X>ose  mentioned  in  the  question, 

CANADA  TARIFF   TREATIES. 
Mr.  JOYCE  asked  the  Government,  If  they 
will,  during  the  reoess,  communicate  with  the 
Mr.  Tai^% 


Government  of  the  Dominion  of  Canada,  ask- 
ing if  any  reciprocal  tariff  treaties,  and  the 
details  thereof,  have  been  proposed  or  entered 
into  between  Canada  and  the  United  States  of 
America?  It  would  be  remembered  that  at 
the  commencement  of  the  session  and  on  sub- 
sequent occasions  he  had  been  dealing  with 
this  Euid  kindred  subjects  by  notices  of  motion 
and  otherwise.  He  found  that  a  few  days  ago 
a  Government  supporter  had  been  following 
up  his  suggestions,  and  had  put  a  question 
touching  reciprocity  with  Australia.  It  seemed 
to  him  that  it  would  be  well  if  the  Government 
could  get  information,  between  the  present 
time  and  next  session,  as  to  what  Canada  was 
doing  in  regard  to  treaties  with  the  United 
States.  The  reply  from  Canada  might  be  of 
practical  use  when  dealing  with  the  New  Zea- 
land tariff  next  year,  so  chat  when  we  were 
endeavouring  to  foster  local  industries  we 
should  bo  warned  how  we  treated  New  South 
Wales,  whose  markets  might  be  of  great  wealth 
to  the  farmers  and  other  colonists  of  New  Zea- 
land. He  believed  that  our  own  Agent-General 
had  been  in  treaty  with  France,  and  he  thought 
that  all  information  we  could  get  from  foreign 
sources  in  the  way  of  finding  out  markets  for 
the  natural  products  of  the  colony  would  be  a 
great  benefit  to  every  man,  woman,  and  child 
in  the  colony. 

Major  ATKINSON  said  he  could  not  nxake 
any  pledge  upon  this  question,  but  he  would 
consider  it,  and  if  there  was  no  great  difficulty 
in  obtaining  information  it  should  be  obtained. 

AUSTRALASIAN  TARIFF  TREATIES. 

Mr.  JOYCE  asked  the  Government,  If  there 
have  been  any  communications,  during  the 
past  three  years,  between  this  colony  and  any 
one  or  more  of  the  colonies  of  Australasia 
suggesting  reciprocal  tariff  treaties;  and,  if 
not,  will  the  Government,  during  the  recess, 
open  up  a  correspondence  with  those  colonies 
advocating  such  proposals  ?  He  believed  there 
was  very  great  necessity  that  reciprocal  treaties 
should  be  entered  into  between  New  South 
Wales  and  New  Zealand.  He  believed  that, 
consequent  upon  a  motion  for  putting  a  duty 
on  coals  from  New  South  Wales  in  New  Zea- 
land, action  was  taken  by  the  Government  of 
New  South  Wales,  who  imposed  additions^ 
duties  on  products  that  came  from  New  Zea- 
land; and  he  hod  no  doubt  that  the  result 
would  be  that  New  Zealand  would  suffer.  Ha 
thought  that  some  action  should  be  taken,  if 
it  were  possible,  to  have  treaties  entered  into 
whereby  our  products  would  have  a  good  market 
in  that  colony,  for  this  would  be  of  great  bene- 
fit to  this  colony. 

Major  ATKINSON  replied  that  no  corre- 
spondence had  taken  place,  and  he  was  not 
able  to  promise  the  honourable  gentleman  that 
there  would  be  any.  If  the  Government  thought 
it  possible  to  effect  such  an  arrangement  thera 
would,  of  course,  be  communication  on  the  sub- 
ject ;  but  there  was  no  use  in  entering  into  a 
correspondence  that  would  only  be  thrown  into 
the  waste-paper  basket. 
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MINES  AND  GEOLOGICAL  DEPART- 
MENTS. 

Mr.  SEDDON  asked  the  Minister  of  Mines, 
If  it  is  the  intention  of  the  Oovetnment  to  have 
the  Mines  and  Geological  Departments  worked 
together,  and  placed  in  charge  of  Sir  James 
Hector,  Director  of  the  Geological  Depart- 
ment ?  At  an  earlier  period  of  the  session  it 
'was  announced  by  the  Hon.  the  Minister  of 
Mines  to  be  the  intention  of  the  Govern- 
ment to  work  the  Mines  and  Lands  Depart- 
ments together.  No.v  there  was  a  rumour 
current  that  the  Qovei-nment  intended  to  work 
the  Geological  and  Mines  Departments  to- 
gether; and  that  Sir  James  Hector,  Director 
of  the  Geological  Department,  was  to  be  at  the 
head  of  both  departments,  and  that  the  In- 
spectors of  Mines  would,  hereafter,  be  under 
the  control  of  Sir  James  Hector.  He  wished 
to  set  the  matter  at  rest,  by  asking  whether 
there  were  any  changes  contemplated  in  the 
direction  indicated  in  the  question. 

Mr.  G.  P.  EICHARDSON  might  inform  the 
honourable  gentleman  that  the  Government 
had  no  intention  to  work  the  Mines  and  Geo- 
logical Departments  together,  under  the  control 
of  Sir  James  Hector.  There  was  a  rumour 
current  to  that  effect,  but  it  hod  no  founda- 
tion. 

IMMIGRANTS. 

Mr.  VALENTINE  asked  the  Minister  of 
Immigration,  If,  in  view  of  promoting  the 
immigration  of  desirable  settlers  and  their 
families,  he  will  take  measures  to  insure,  as 
far  as  possible,  their  arrival  at  their  intended 
destination  in  the  country  by  permitting  them 
to  travel  on  their  passage-tickets  to  the  nearest 
railway-station  to  where  they  intend  to  settle, 
instead  of  simply  allowing  them  to  look  after 
themselves  immediately  they  leave  the  vessel 
at  the  port  of  arrival,  and  so,  in  many  cases, 
only  swelling  the  ranks  of  the  unemployed  in 
the  large  tewns  7 

Mr.  G.  P.  RICHARDSON  said  nominated 
immigrsnts  were  always  sent  free  by  steamer 
or  rail  from  the  port  of  arrival  to  their  friends. 
If  any  private  passengers  sought  assistance 
from  the  Immigration  Department  to  enable 
them  to  get  out  into  the  country,  it  was  in- 
variably granted.  The  Immigration  Officer  at 
Wellington  made  a  practice  of  going  on  board 
all  steamers  which  arrived  direct  from  England, 
in  order  to  make  himself  acquainted  with  the 
second-  and  third-class  passengers  and  their 
wants. 

GOVERNMENT  LOANS  TO  LOCAL 
BODIES. 
Mr.  SMITH  asked  the  Colonial  Treasurer, 
When  the  amounts  becoming  payable  to  local 
bodies  for  their  second  year's  loans,  authorised 
under  section  13  of  the  Government  Loans  to 
Local  Bodies  Act,  will  be  available  for  pay- 
ment 7  The  reason  he  put  this  question  on  the 
Order  Paper  was  that  a  great  many  of  the  local 
bodies  were  anxious  to  know  when  the  second 
year's  payment  would  be  received,  as  many  of 
them  were  letting  contracts  on  the  strengUi  of 
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this  money,  and  they  would  therefore  like  to 
know  when  it  would  become  payable. 

Major  ATKINSON  replied  that  he  had  not 
had  time  to  look  into  this  matter.  He  under- 
stood that  the  interpretation  put  upon  the  Act 
by  the  Audit  and  the  Treasury  was,  that  the 
year  ran  from  March  to  March  ;  but  he  would 
endeavour  to  relieve  the  local  bodies,  especially 
if  they  got  work  done  in  the  summer  season. 

"  THE  UNEMPLOYED,  AND  THE 
REMEDY." 

Mr.  STUART-MENTEATH  asked  the  Minis- 
ter of  Lands,  If  it  is  true  that  the  entire  issue 
of  a  pamphlet  entitled  "  The  Unemployed,  and 
the  Remedy,"  by  Gavin  M.  Park,  published  by 
Smith  and  Hogg,  of  Masterton,  has  been  pur- 
chased by  the  late  Government  7  If  so,  from 
whom  and  at  what  price  has  it  been  purchased, 
and  under  what  head  of  the  public  expenditure 
has  the  price  been  debited ;  also,  what  has  been 
done  with  this  public  acquisition  7 

Mr.  G.  F.  RICHARDSON  replied  that  1,500 
copies  of  the  pamphlet  were  purchased  on  the 
12th  November,  1886,  from  Mr.  T.  B.  Price,  of 
Masterton,  at  a  cost  of  £18  15s.  They  were 
charged  to  "  State  Forest  and  Agricultural 
Department :  Contingencies,  Vote  TO,  Item 
20."  They  were  distributed  to  nearly  all  news- 
papers, all  public  libraries,  nnd  officers  of  the 
department.  A  considerable  number  still  re- 
mained on  hand. 

TAX  ON  ABSENTEES. 

Mr.  TURNBULL  asked  the  Colonial 
Treasurer,  Whether,  having  in  view  the  large 
amount  of  real  and  personal  property  held  by 
absentees — ^nearly  one-  tenth  of  the  whole  tax- 
able property  of  New  Zealand — he  will  make 
such  provision  in  the  Property-tax  Bill  about  to 
be  submitted,  or  by  other  means,  that  absentees 
shall  be  made  to  contribute  a  proportionate 
share  of  the  burdens  of  the  colony  7 

Major  ATKINSON  said  the  question  raised 
was  no  doubt  one  of  very  considerable  import- 
ance, and  would  be  considered  by  the  Govern- 
ment; but,  as  the  honourable  gentleman  know, 
there  were  very  great  difficulties  surrounding 
the  question.  He  thought,  however,  from  some 
remarks  made  the  other  day,  that  the  honour- 
able gentleman  was  under  a  misapprehension. 
Nearly  the  whole  of  this  five  millions  was 
money  lent  on  mortgage,  and  it  was  very  diffi- 
cult to  make  out  the  amount  that  was  not  in 
that  form,  but  half  a  million  would  cover  such 
amoimt.    The  rest  was  all  money  lent. 

MARAETAI  POST-OPPICE. 

Mr.  LAWRY  asked  the  Postmaster-General, 
If  he  will,  at  an  early  date,  cause  a  post-offioo 
to  be  opened  at  Maraetai,  in  the  County  of 
Manukau  7 

Major  ATKINSON  was  afraid  the  Govern- 
ment would  not  be  able  to  do  what  the  honour- 
able gentleman  wanted.  The  Government 
would  hardly  be  justified  in  spending  so  large 
an  amount  as  would  be  required  for  the  purpose ; 
but,  if  it  could  be  shown  that  a  more  reasonable 
sum  would  suffice  than  he  had  been  led  to 
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.nnderstand,  he  should  be  very  glad  to  reconsider 
the  matter. 

GLENHAM  TUNNEL  ACCIDENT. 

Mr.  FELDWICK  asked  the  Minister  for 
Public  Works,  If  he  has  received  any  official 
report  regarding  the  causes  that  led  to  the  late 
fatal  accident  at  the  Glenham  tunnel,  on  the 
Edendale-Fortrose  line;  and,  if  not,  will  he 
cause  inquiry  to  be  made?  He  had  put  the 
question  on  the  Order  Paper  in  consequence  of 
a  letter  he  had  received  from  Southland,  in 
which  the  writer  expressed  an  opinion  that  an 
adequate  inquiry  was  not  made  into  the  cause 
of  the  accident,  which  led  to  two  men  losing 
their  lives  and  others  being  injured. 

Mr.  MITCHELSON  said  no  official  report 
had  been  received  with  reference  to  the  acci- 
dent ;  but  he  understood  that  an  inquest  had 
been  held.  He  should  cause  inquiries  to  be 
made,  as  he  thought  it  was  the  duty  of  the 
Government  to  see  that  all  works  that  were 
carried  on  under  its  supervision  should  be 
carried  on  in  such  a  manner  that  men's  lives 
should  not  be  endangered  through  neglect  on 
the  part  of  the  contractor  or  overseer. 

WAIMATE,  OAMARU,  AND  TIMAEU 
FREIGHTS. 

Major  STEWARD  asked  the  Minister  for 
Public  Works,  Whether  he  has  considered  tho 
representations  submitted  to  him  as  to  the 
expediency  of  reducing  the  railway  -  freight 
charges  for  firewood  between  Waimate  and 
Oamaru  and  Waimate  and  Timaru,  and 
whether  he  will  be  prepared  to  give  effect 
thereto  ?  Also,  whether,  in  view  of  the  fact 
that  the  railway-  freight  charges  for  general 
merchandise,  as  between  Oamaru  and  Wai- 
mate, a  distance  of  thirty  miles,  are  double  the 
freight  charges  by  steamer  from  Dunedin  to 
Oamaru,  a  distance  of  ninety  miles,  he  will 
take  steps  to  remedy  so  anomalous  a  state  of 
things  t  He  hoped  to  hear  from  the  Minister 
that  he  would  be  prepared  to  revise  the  rates 
with  a  view  to  their  reduction. 

Mr.  MITCHELSON  said  the  firewood-rate 
question  was  one  that  was  giving  the  depart- 
ment a  good  deal  of  worry,  as  reductions  in 
freight  charges  were  continually  being  asked 
for.  The  whole  question  was  now  under  con- 
sideration. With  reference  to  the  merchandise 
rates  between  Oamaru  and  Waimate,  they  were 
exactly  the  same  as  those  charged  in  other 
farts  of  the  colony  for  similar  distances ;  and, 
with  reference  to  the  latter  port  of  the  ques- 
tion, he  might  say  that  he  was  aware  that  the 
freights  by  steamer  were  much  lower  than 
those  charged  on  the  railway,  but  they  could 
never  hope  to  compete  with  the  sea  unless 
they  were  prepared  to  sacrifice  a  large  amount 
of  revenue. 

Major  STEWARD.— Then  I  understand  that 
the  question  of  reducing  the  firewood  rates  will 
be  favourably  considered. 

Mr.  MITCHELSON.— Yes. 

POBEIGN  VESSELS  IN  COASTAL  TRADE. 
,    Mr.  T.  THOMPSON  asked  the  Government, 
Major  Atkinson 


If  their  attention  has  been  drawn  to  the  fact 
that  the  coastal  trade  of  our  local  shipowners 
is  being  seriously  interfered  with  by  foreign 
vessels;  and,  if  ko,  is  it  the  intention  of  Go- 
vernment to  take  the  matter  into  consideration 
with  a  view  to  granting  them  relief  ?  He  bad 
been  induced  to  ask  this  question  by  those 
engaged  in  the  coastal  shipping  trade,  who 
complained  that  the  trade  was  very  seriously 
interfered  with  by  foreign  vessels  trading  on 
the  coast.  For  instance,  a  foreign  vessel  arriv- 
ing at  Otago  discharged  her  cargo  there,  and 
then  came  up  the  coast  to  load  at  Auckland, 
taking  in  cargo  at  the  various  ports  on  the 
way.  The  vessel's  hands  did  the  work;  and 
there  was  an  interference  with  the  shipping 
trade  of  the  colony,  which  was  alleged  to  be 
very  injurious.  He  wished,  therefore,  to  know 
whether  the  Government  intended  to  consider 
the  matter. 

Mr.  FISHER  replied  that  so  long  as  foreign 
vessels  complied  with  the  regulations  there 
could  be  no  ground  for  interference  on  the  port 
of  the  Government.  On  the  English  coast 
foreign  vessels  were  allowed  to  trade  in  just 
the  some  way  as  English  vessels,  and  the  law 
of  Now  ZeoJand  on  the  subject  was  exactly 
similar  to  the  law  of  England  in  that  respect. 

RABBIT  NUISANCE  ACT. 

Mr.  FYKE  asked  the  Minister  of  Lands, 
Whether  the  Government  will  take  into  con- 
sideration the  advisability  of  amending  the 
Rabbit  Nuisance  Act,  so  as  to  invest  Magis- 
trates hearing  cases  laid  under  such  Act  for 
breaches  of  its  provisions  with  discretionary 
powers  when  dealing  therewith  ?  He  might 
explain  that  this  question  hod  reference  to 
section  10  of  the  Act.  Under  that  section  it 
was  provided  that  if,  in  the  opinion  of  the  In- 
spector, rabbits  were  on  the  land  the  Magistrate 
must  inflict  a  fine,  no  matter  whether  or  not  it 
was  shown  that  every  eSort  hoi  been  made  to 
destroy  them.  Cases  hod  occurred  in  which  it 
was  clearly  shown  that  the  parties  summoned 
had  done  all  that  was  possible  to  extirpate  the 
rabbits ;  but  the  Magistrate  wsis  compelled  to 
inflict  fines  because,  "  in  the  opinion  of  the  In- 
spector, it  had  not  been  sufficiently  done." 
What  he  wanted  was  that  a  discretionary 
power  should  be  given  to  Magistrates  in  these 
cases. 

Mr.  G.  F.  RICHARDSON  said,  as  the 
honourable  gentleman  had  pointed  out,  it 
would  require  on  amendment  of  the  Rabbit 
Act  before  effect  could  be  given  in  the  direction 
he  desired ;  and  the  honourable  gentleman  must 
be  equally  aware  that  it  was  quite  out  of  the 
question  to  carry  any  such  measure  this  ses- 
sion ;  but  tho  Government  would,  in  the  mean- 
time, consider  the  matter. 

SCAB. 
Mr.  LANCE  asked  the  Government,  Whether 
their  attention  has  been  directed  to  the  case 
tried  at  Blenheim  in  respect  to  the  manager 
of  several  station  properties,  said  to  have  con- 
cealed for  some  months  the  existence  of  scab  ; 
and  whether  full  inquiry   will   be  instituted. 
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and  information  afforded  to  the  House  there- 
on? 

Mr.  G.  F.  RICHARDSON  said  copies  of  all 
correspondence  in  connection  with  the  Court 
cases  under  section  24  of  "  The  Sheep  Act, 
1878,"  against  the  manager  of  Tophouse  and 
Mount  Patriarch  Buns  for  concealment  of  scab 
■would  be  included  in  the  Return  No.  78 — on 
motion  of  Mr.  Buchanan  for  copies  of  all  cor- 
respondence relating  to  the  presence  of  scab  on 
the  Greenhills  and  Mount  Patriarch  Runs — now 
ready  for  the  House. 

MATHESON  BROTHERS. 

Mr.  FISH  asked  the  Minister  for  Public 
Works,  Whether  the  Government  will  give 
effect  to  the  recommendation  of  the  Public 
Petitions  Committee  in  the  case  of  Matheson 
Brothers,  of  Dunedin  ?  It  was  only  necessary 
to  say  that  he  was  thoroughly  convinced,  from 
a  statement  of  facts  made  to  him,  that  a  great 
wrong  had  been  done  to  these  individuals ;  and 
they  now  asked  simply  for  power  to  right  that 
wrong  by  means  of  the  law-courts.  He  need 
not  point  out  to  the  Minister  the  very  serious 
resi>onsibility  the  petitioners  would  undertake 
in  bringing  a  lawsuit  against  the  Crown,  which 
would  be  exceedingly  expensive,  and  unless 
they  were  thoroughly  convinced  of  the  right  of 
their  case  they  would  not  take  it  into  Court. 
But,  if  they  had  a  good  case,  he  felt  sure  the 
honourable  gentleman  would  not  interpose 
technicalities  to  prevent  them  from  obtaining 
justice  in  the  matter. 

Mr.  MITCHELSON  said  the  Government 
bad  no  objection  to  the  report  of  the  Public 
Petitions  Committee ;  and  if  Messrs.  Matheson 
Brothers  would  agree  to  pay  into  Court  the 
costs  that  would  be  incarred,  or  guarantee 
them,  the  Government  would  not  object  to  the 
case  being  taken  into  Court ;  but,  before  con- 
senting to  do  so,  it  would  be  necessary  that  the 
award  paid  to  the  contractor  should  be  re- 
funded, and  it  should  also  bo  borne  in  mind 
that  the  reopening  of  the  case  would  mean  the 
reopening  of  the  whole  question,  including  the 
penalties. 

KAIPARA  FIREWOOD  FREIGHT. 
Mr.  MONK  asked  the  Minister  for  Public 
Works,  Whether  ho  will  reduce  the  rate  now 
charged  for  iirewood-trucks  on  tho  Kaipara 
line  ?  There  were  large  quantities  of  firewood 
on  this  line,  but  the  rate  of  freight  prevented 
its  being  sent  to  a  market.  If  a  reduction  were 
made,  it  would  enable  wood  to  be  sent  to  a 
market,  and  enable  the  settlers  along  the  line 
to  increase  their  means  of  livelihood.  There 
■were  some  anomalies  in  the  rates  on  that  line. 
A  horse-truck,  for  instance,  from  Helensville 
to  Auckland  was  taken  for  16s.  the  same  dis- 
tance that  a  truck  of  firewood  was  charged  £1 
9s.  for.  He  (Mr.  Monk)  had  no  desire  that  the 
cost  of  a  horse-truck  should  be  increased — ^just 
tho  reverse ; — but  he  saw  no  reason  why  there 
should  be  such  a  great  difference  between  the 
two.  A  load  of  firewood,  being  taken  to  be 
sold,  did  far  more  good  to  the  needy  than  the 
carrying  of  a  horse  from  one  place  to  another, 


especially  in  times  like  these,  when  employ- 
ment was  so  scarce  and  the  getting  of  a  live- 
lihood often  so  difiioult. 

Mr.  MITCHELSON  said  this  question  was 
under  consideration,  and  an  effort  would  be 
made  to  remove  some  anomalies  in  the  freights. 

Mr.  MONK  begged  to  thank  the  honourable 
gentleman  for  his  anstrer. 

KAIPARA  STEAM-TUG. 

Mr.  MONK  asked  the  Government,  Whether, 
in  the  interests  of  economy,  they  will  arrange 
for  the  steam  tug-boat  on  the  Kaipara  to  do 
the  work  for  which  the  Government  now  em- 
ploy a  steam-launch  ?  He  had  been  asked  to 
bring  this  matter  under  the  attention  of  the 
Government.  There  was  a  steam-tug  l>here, 
which  towed  out  iif  ty-six  vessels  last  year,  and 
twenty-six  others  went  out  exempt  from  pilot- 
age-dues, so  that  there  was  not  much  work  for 
the  launch  to  do.  The  proposition  of  those  who 
asked  him  to  move  in  the  matter  was  that  the 
tug  should  be  allowed  to  do  the  work  now  done 
by  the  steam-launch,  which,  he  was  assured, 
would  result  in  a  considerable  saving.  Of 
course,  in  that  case  the  services  of  a  launch 
would  not  be  necessary,  and  those  connected 
with  the  tug  could  do  all  such  work  as  clean- 
ing buoys,  &e.,  at  a  low  charge.  He  was 
informed,  and  believed,  that  if  the  suggestion 
were  adopted  it  would  result  in  a  considerable 
saving  to  the  Government. 

Mr.  FISHER  said  the  honourable  gentleman 
did  not  say  how  much  it  'would  cost  to  employ 
the  steam-tug.  The  steam-launch  was  placed 
there  at  the  request  of  the  people  of  the  port, 
and  it  was  a  very  great  convenience  to  the  port. 
It  had  to  cover  about  forty  miles  of  pilota,ge 
waters,  and  the  only  cost  to  the  Government  of 
the  launch  was  the  wages  of  the  engineer,  the 
coals,  and  stores.  The  launch  having  been  pnt 
there  at  the  request  of  the  people  of  the  place, 
there  was  no  mtention  of  acting  in  the  way 
suggested  by  the  honourable  gentleman.  The 
owners  of  the  tug-boat  hod  never  offered  to  do 
this  service  for  any  specific  sum,  so  that  he  was 
unable  to  say  as  to  whether  any  economy  would 
result  from  carrying  out  the  proposed  arrange- 
ment. As  a  matter  of  fact,  he  doubted  whether 
they  would  do  the  service  for  any  less  sum  than 
it  now  cost  the  Government ;  and  it  would  have 
to  be  done  for  a  very  great  deal  less  to  make  it 
worth  while  to  try  the  experiment,  as  he  had 
grave  doubts  as  to  whether  the  plan  would 
work. 

OBSCENE  LANGUAGE. 

Mr.  IZARD  asked  the  Government,— -(1.)  Whe- 
ther it  is  their  opinion  that,  in  charges  before  a 
Resident  Magistrate  or  Justice  of  the  Peace  foi 
using  obscene  language,  it  is  necessary  the 
exact  words  charged  should  be  publicly  stated 
in  open  Court,  or  whether  the  same  may  not  be 
written  and  handed  up  to  the  Court  ?  (2.)  If 
the  Government  think  it  necessary  that  the 
words  should  be  publicly  stated,  whether  they 
will  next  session  introduce  a  short  Act  to  render 
unnecessary  the  public  statement  of  such 
obscene  language  ?  Some  Magistrates  insisted 
on  obscene  words  that  had  been  used  being  le- 
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peated  aloud  in  open  Court,  no  matter  how  filthy 
they  were ;  while  others  spared  the  feelings  of 
witnesses  and  hearers  somewhat  by  allowing 
them  to  be  written  and  handed  in.  He  hoped 
the  Government  would  see  their  way  to  effect 
some  change  in  this  respect. 

Mr.  FEBOUS  said  the  Government  were 
entirely  in  accord  with  the  honourable  gentle- 
man, and,  if  effect  could  not  be  given  to  his 
suggestion  in  any  other  way,  they  would  be 
prepared  next  session  to  take  some  action  in 
the  matter. 

BRUNNERTON  BOROUGH  ENDOW- 
MENT. 

Mr.  GUINNESS  asked  the  Minister  of  Lands, 
Whether  the  Government  will  reserve  three 
thousand  acres  of  land  as  an  endowment  for 
the  Borough  of  Brunnerton  ? 

Mr.  G.  F.  RICHARDSON  said  the  Govern- 
ment had  no  }x>wer  to  grant  to  boroughs  endow- 
ments of  land  outside  those  boroughs,  though 
unsold  lands  vrithin  boroughs  might  be  so 
granted.    The  law  was  apeciiic  on  the  point. 

BRUNNERTON   COURTHOUSE. 

Mr.  GUINNESS  asked  the  Minister  of  Jus- 
tice, Whether  the  Government  will  place  a 
sufficient  sum  of  money  on  the  estimates  to 
erect  a  Courthouse  at  Brunnerton  ? 

Mr.  FERGUS  said  the  Government  regretted 
very  much  that,  owing  to  the  state  of  the 
finances,  they  would  be  unable  to  do  this  at 
the  present  time. 

GREYMOUTH-BRUNNERTON  FARES. 

Mr.  GUINNESS  asked  the  Minister  for 
Public  Works,  Whether  he  will  take  steps  to 
alter  the  passenger  fares  charged  on  the  Grey- 
mouth-Brunnerton  Railway,  so  as  to  reduce 
the  fares  to  the  same  rates  as  those  charged  on 
the  Dunedin-Port  Chalmers  and  Christchurch- 
Lyttelton  lines  ?  The  great  bulk  of  the  passen- 
gers on  the  first-named  line  were  miners,  who 
were  not  generally  wealthy  people,  and  Uiere- 
fore  their  request  to  be  allowed  to  travel  at  the 
same  rates  as  people  on  other  lines  was  a  rea- 
sonable one,  and  he  hoped  it  would  be  complied 
with. 

Mr.  MITCHELSON  said  the  Government 
would  consider  the  question  of  reducing  the 
passenger  fares  on  this  line ;  but  it  must  bo 
Dome  in  mind  that,  if  such  was  done,  the  loss 
of  revenue  would  be  considerable,  and,  as  the 
whole  of  the  revenue  obtained  from  this  line  was 
handed  over  to  the  Greymouth  Harbour  Board, 
any  reductions  that  might  be  mode  would  be 
depriving  this  Board  of  a  good  portion  of  their 
revenue. 

ARAHURA  RIVER. 
ib.  SEDDON  asked  the  Minister  of  Mines, 
Whether  the  Government  have  definitely  de- 
cided to  issue,  as  soon  as  the  law  will  permit, 
a  Proclamation  in  terms  of  section  154  of  "  The 
Mines  Act,  1886,"  declaring  the  Arahura  River 
a  river  or  stream  into  which  tailings  and  mining 
dfbrit  may  be  deposited  1  There  was  a  great 
deal  of  uncertainty  in  the  minds  of  the  people 
Mr.  Izard 


there  as  to  whether,  if  objections  were  lodged^ 
the  river  would  not  be  declared,  or  if  fair  com- 
pensation would  be  paid  to  those  objecting,  and 
the  river  be  declared.  The  present  uncertainty 
as  to  what  would  be  done  was  very  unsatisfac- 
tory to  the  miners,  and  one  company  in  par- 
ticular, he  believed,  was  prepared  to  expend 
about  £20,000  to  £30,000  on  their  property  if 
they  could  be  assured  that  the  river  would  be 
declared ;  and,  if  the  Government  would  say  the 
river  should  be  proclaimed,  ho  believed  they 
would  go  on  with  their  works  at  once. 

Mr.  G.  F.  RICHARDSON  said  he  thought 
the  Government  had  shown  their  intention  by 
issuing  the  usual  notification.  They  were  pro- 
ceeding in  the  way  prescribed  by  law,  by  giving 
the  statutory  ninety  days'  notice.  Whether  at 
the  end  of  that  time  the  river  would  be  actually 
proclaimed  would  depend  on  the  number  of 
objections  lodged ;  and  he  might  say  that 
already  objections  were  being  sent  in. 

TEREMAKAU  RIVER. 

Mr.  SEDDON  asked  the  Minister  of  Mines, 
Whether  the  Government  have  definitely  de- 
cided to  issue,  as  soon  as  the  law  will  permit, 
a  Proclamation  in  terms  of  section  154  of 
"  The  Mines  Act,  1886,"  declaring  the  Tere- 
makau River  a  river  or  stream  into  which  tail- 
ings and  mining  dibrit  may  be  deposited? 
The  answer  given  to  the  last  question  was 
somewhat  indefinite — that  the  proclaiming  or 
not  proclaiming  would  depend  on  the  number 
of  objections  lodged.  But  in  this  case,  as  far 
as  the  river  was  concerned,  the  Government 
knew  the  exact  extent  of  the  liabilities  of  the 
colony.  The  Government  were  very  largely 
interested  themselves  in  this  matter,  because, 
unless  the  rivor  was  proclaimed,  it  would  mean 
a  stoppage  of  £12,000  of  revenue  to  the  colony 
yearly,  and  the  stopping  of  the  whole  mining 
community  from  working.  He  hoped  the 
honourable  gentleman  would  be  able  to  give  a 
completely  satLsfactory  answer  in  this  respect. 

Mr.  G.  P.  RICHARDSON  would  have 
thought  that  his  last  answer  would  cover 
this  question.  It  might  be  that  in  the  one 
case  fewer  objections  would  be  sent  in  than  ia 
the  other;  but  in  this  case,  unless  the  objec- 
tions were  more  than  were  anticipated  by  the 
Government,  the  Proclamation  would  be  car- 
ried out. 

ADDINGTON  WORKSHOPS  MANAGER. 
Mr.  TAYLOR  asked  the  Minister  for  Public 
Works,  Whether  he  is  aware  that  the  manager 
of  the  Addington  Workshops — Mr.  Scott — is 
engaged  as  a  lecturer  on  engineering  at  the 
School  of  Arts,  Christchurch,  at  a  salai7_  of 
£150  per  annum,  he  still  retaining  his  position 
as  manager  of  the  workshops  ?  He  hoped  the 
answer  that  would  be  given  now  would  not  be 
the  steoreotyped  one  that  used  to  be  given  by 
the  late  Minister  for  Public  Works,  because  if 
so  he  should  have  to  ask  and  ask  until  be  got 
something  like  a  fair  and  satisfactory  answer. 
He  had  put  the  question  at  the  request  of 
professional  gentlemen  who  could  scarcely  ob- 
tain ft  livelihood,  while  a  Govenunent  official 
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in  a  permanent  poeitiou,  and  reoeiying  a  large 
«alary,  was  depriving  them  of  private  work 
which  they  ought  to  have.  He  was  desirous  of 
placing  the  matter  fairly  before  the  Minister 
lor  Public  Works.  He  had  a  great  amount  of 
«onfidence  in  that  honourable  gentleman,  and 
trusted  he  would  not  bo  led  away  by  interested 
persona  in  this  matter,  but  would  deal  fairly 
and  honestly  with  it.  That  was  aJl  he  asked 
him  to  do. 

Mr.  MITCHELSON  had  made  inquiries  into 
this,  and  found  that  Mr.  Scott  was  engaged  on 
'Government  work,  and  that  the  work  which  he 
performed  for  the  Canterbury  College  was  done 
After  hours.  It  was  a  matter  for  the  considera- 
tion of  the  Board  of  Governors.  If ,  as  the  honour- 
able gentleman  stated,  there  were  professional 
men  in  Christchurch  able  to  undertake  the 
work,  it  was  their  duty  to  interview  the  Board 
of  Governors  on  the  subject,  and  then  for  the 
Board  of  Governors  to  see  what  ought  to  be 
done.  He  really  thought  that  tho  Government 
<!onld  not  interfere  in  the  matter. 

Mr.  TAYLOR  said  he  might  explain  that  the 
position  was  this :  Last  year  it  was  put  on  the 
ground  that  there  were  no  other  gentlemen 
in  Canterbury  able  to  carry  out  the  duties  to 
which  this  gentleman  was  appointed.  That 
was  now  shown  to  be  incorrect,  and  he  thought 
it  was  an  unfair  thing  to  allow  a  person  in  Go- 
vernment employ  to  compete  with  persons  who 
had  not  that  advantage.  He  would  like  to  say, 
in  further  explanation,  that  the  result  of  the 
question  put  upon  the  Cider  Paper  the  session 
before  last  was  this :  They  could  not  deny  that 
diagrams  had  been  used  for  the  purposes  of 
these  lectures  which  had  been  prepared  at  the 
expense  of  the  people;  and  he  (Mr.  Taylor) 
trusted  there  would  De  no  more  of  that  kind  of 
thing. 

MAKETO  TOWNSHIP. 

Mr.  KELLY  asked  the  Government,  If  they 
will  consider  the  advisability  of  purchasing  a 
portion  of  the  Maketu  Settlement,  in  the  Bay 
of  Plenty,  so  that  a  Government  township 
might  be  laid  off  near  the  mouth  of  the  harbour, 
on  the  Kaituna  River? 

Mr.  G.  P.  RICHARDSON  said  the  Govern- 
ment would  cause  inquiries  to  be  made  as  to 
what  portion  of  the  land  had  passed  through 
the  Court,  and,  having  obtained  that  informa- 
tion, if  it  were  found  that  the  Natives  would 
dispose  of  the  land  at  a  reasonable  price,  there 
would  be  no  objection  to  the  course  suggested 
by  the  honourable  gentleman. 

OTAGO  CENTRAL  RAILWAY. 
Mr.  FISH  asked  the  Minister  for  Public 
Works, — (1.)  If  ho  can  explain  the  reason  which 
induced  the  department  to  inflict  a  fine  for 
overtime  in  the  contracts  for  work  on  the 
Otago  Central  Railway  performed  by  Messrs. 
Matheson  Brothers  and  J.  Black  and  Co.,  such 
fines  amounting  to  £100  and  £200  respectively, 
whilst  no  fines  v/ere  infiictod  upon  two  other 
oontractors — namely,  Messrs.  Gore  Brothers 
«nd  R.  Meikle  and  Co.  ?  (2.)  Will  he,  in  order 
that  equal  justice  may  be  meted  to  all,  return 
the  fines  imposed  upon  the  two  firms  referred 


to  ?  He  wished  to  point  out  that  in  those  two 
cases  the  contractors  had  been  fined ;  while 
Messrs.  Gore  had  incurred  penalties  in  one 
case  to  the  amount  of  £800,  and  in  the  other 
case  to  the  amount  of  £300  or  £400,  but  in 
neither  of  these  cases  was  the  fine  inflicted. 
It  seemed  to  be  unjust  that  two  firms  should  be 
fined,  while  others  should  get  oS.  Ho  thought 
he  could  give  a  reason,  but  not  a  good  reason, 
why  the  fines  in  the  other  cases  were  not  in- 
flicted. He  had  no  doubt  that  the  Minister 
would  know  the  reason  for  it  without  his  men- 
tioning it  to  the  House.  He  might  mention 
that  he  understood,  with  regard  to  the  case  of 
Messrs.  Matheson,  that  it  was  tho  intention  of 
the  Government  to  remit  the  fine. 

Mr.  MITCHELSON  said  this  question  was 
connected  with  one  that  he  had  already  replied 
to,  and  had  reference  to  the  same  subject.  If 
the  honourable  member  would  inquire  of  Messrs. 
Matheson  Brothers  whether  they  would  accept 
the  remission  of  the  fine  imposed  upon  them  m 
preference  to  taking  the  case  into  Court,  he 
would  be  prepared  to  meet  them  in  this  way  if 
acceptable  to  them,  as  he  had  a  desire  to  see 
the  question  definitely  settled. 

HILLSIDE  WORKSHOPS. 

Mr.  BARRON  asked  the  Minister  for  Public 
Works,  Whether  the  management  of  the  rail- 
way workshops  at  Hillside  is  controlled  by  an 
officer  stationed  at  Addington,  and,  if  so,  why ; 
and  whether  he  will  give  such  instructions  as 
will  release  the  workshops  at  Hillside  from  a 
subordinate  position  such  as,  in  consideration 
of  their  location  in  connection  with  the  rail- 
way system  of  the  Middle  Island,  they  should 
not  continue  to  occupy ;  and,  further,  whether 
he  will  endeavour  to  aidhere  to  the  understand- 
ing formerly  arrived  at  in  connection  with  the 
allocation  of  work  to  such  workshops  ? 

Mr.  MITCHELSON  replied  that  it  was  true 
that  the  Hillside  workshops  were  controlled 
by  an  ofiicer  stationed  at  Addington,  where  he 
had  his  office ;  but  a  competent  manager  pre- 
sided over  each  shop,  one  at  Addington  and  the 
other  at  Hillside.  This  practice  was  adopted 
seven  years  ago,  and  it  appeared  to  have  acted 
very  well  indeed.  It  would  be  too  costly  to 
have  an  Inspector  for  each  shop.  With  refer- 
ence to  the  latter  part  of  the  question,  he  had 
already  said,  in  reply  to  a  similar  question, 
that  he  would  issue  instructions  that  in  future 
all  stock  required  should  be  manufactured  in 
the  workshops  within  the  district  where  such 
stock  was  required,  provided,  of  course,  that 
the  machinery  available  was  sufficient  to  en- 
able such  work  to  be  carried  out.  Although  so 
much  had  been  said  about  this  matter,  there 
was  not  such  a  great  difference  in  the  number 
of  men  employed  in  each  shop.  The  numbers 
were,  at  Addington  261,  and  at  Hillside  195. 
He  trusted  that  they  would,  under  the  new 
arrangement,  get  rid  of  further  complaints. 

Mr.  FISH  said  this  matter  referred  inti- 
mately to  a  question  which  he  had  placed  upon 
tho  Order  Paper;  and  he  must  detain  the 
House  for  a  few  minutes  to  refer  to  the  matter 
a  little  more  fully,  and  therefore  he   would 
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move  the  adjournment  of  the  House.  The  re- 
turn which  was  laid  on  the  table,  on  the  mo- 
tion of  the  honourable  member  for  Auckland 
West,  showed  distinctly  that  there  had  been 
great  unfairness  in  connection  with  this  ex- 
penditure in  the  workshops.  The  expenditure 
at  Addington  had  amounted  to  the  enormous 
som  of  £45,000  in  two  years,  whilst  in  other 
shops  there  had  scarcely  been  ahything  ex- 

S ended  in  the  same  direction  ;  and  he  had  no 
oubt  that  the  Hillside  workshops  would  have 
been  entitled,  under  ordinary  circumstances,  to 
an  expenditure  of  at  least  half  the  sum  which 
had  been  expended  at  Addington.  In  view  of 
the  information  given  by  that  return,  he  was 
not  surprised  at  the  great  number  of  empty 
houses  now  to  be  found  in  the  district  where 
the  Hillside  workshops  were  situated,  because, 
so  much  work  having  been  done  at  Addington 
which  ought  to  have  been  done  at  Hillside,  it 
had  necessarily  withdrawn  the  population  from 
the  neighbourhood  of  the  latter  workshop.  He 
could  only  say  that,  had  he  known  that  any 
member  of  the  late  Government  had  been 
guilty  of  diverting  work  from  one  district  to 
another  in  the  way  which  had  been  done,  he 
should  not  have  found  it  within  his  duty  to 
make  as  many  eulogistic  remarks  in  reference 
to  the  administration  of  the  late  Government 
8bs  he  had  made  at  various  times.  He  thought 
it  was  his  duty  to  call  attention  to  this  matter 
on  this  occasion.  He  was  quite  willing  to  believe 
that  the  late  Ministry,  as  a  whole,  did  not  know 
what  was  being  done  in  the  department  of  the 
Minister  for  Public  Works,  but  it  seemed  to 
him  that  that  honourable  gentleman  had  been 
favouring  the  particular  district  in  which  he 
lived,  and  which  he  represented,  at  the  expense 
of  other  districts.  That  was  exceedingly  unfair, 
and,  whether  it  had  been  done  by  the  late  Go- 
vernment or  any  other  Government,  he  should 
still  say  that  a  more  glaring  piece  of  injustice 
could  not  have  been  perpetrated.  And,  while 
on  the  subject,  he  might  call  attention  to 
another  piece  of  injustice  which  had  been  per- 
petrated by  the  same  honourable  gentleman. 
He  referred  to  the  expenditure  of  a  sum  of 
£20,000  that  was  voted  by  the  House  during 
the  last  Parliament  in  aid  of  the  unemployed. 
Out  of  that  simi,  Dunedin  received  £6,000, 
while  £13,000  was  expended  at  Hagley  Park 
and  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Christchurch  City. 
In  fact,  the  vote,  which  was  made  for  the  un- 
employed in  the  South  Island,  was  expended 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  district  in  which 
the  Minister  for  Public  Works  lived,  and  which 
he  represented.  No  Government  was  justified 
in  showing  such  undue  favouritism  to  one 
part  of  the  colony  because  the  Minister  who 
had  charge  of  the  expenditure  happened  to  be 
resident  in  or  represented  that  place. 

Mr.  BABKUN  might  say  that  he  cordially 
agreed  with  what  the  honourable  member  for 
Dunedin  South  had  said  on  this  subject.  He 
could  only  hope  that  they  had  now  taken  a 
new  departure  m  these  matters,  and  that  they 
would  not  see  a  continuance  oi  repetition  of 
the  partiality  and  injustice  suffered  under  the 
past  administration. 
Mr.  Fish 


Mr.  MITCHELSON  said  honourable  mem' 
beis  must  bear  in  mind  that  a  very  large 
amount  of  money  had  been  expended  in  sup- 
plying  the  various  parts  of  the  colony  with 
machinery  and  appliances  for  constructing  and 
manufacturing  railway  stock,  and  if  the  work 
needed  in  each  district  were  to  be  absolutely  re- 
stricted to  that  district  it  meant  that  sometimes 
a  large  number  of  men  would  be  left  idle,  and 
that  expensive  machinery  would  also  be  kept 
idle.  This  would  necessarily  be  the  case  owing 
to  the  large  expenditure  which  had  been  made 
— improperly  made,  as  he  thought.  However, 
he  bad  already  given  a  pledge  that  the  work 
should  be  fairly  distributed  over  the  country, 
and  that  pledge  would  be  carried  out,  although 
he  must  point  out  that  it  would  frequently 
happen  that  money  expended  in  purchasing 
this  machinery  would  not  be  earning  interest. 

Mr.  FISH  at  once  admitted  that  the  ex- 
penditure of  the  money  could  not  be  divided 
with  mathematical  precision — that  there  must 
be  work  done  at  one  place  which  would  be  use- 
ful for  another  place.  All  that  he  asked  was 
that  there  should  be  a  fair  endeavour  to  give 
each  place  its  proper  proportion  of  expenditure. 

Mr.  GUINNESS  wished  to  call  attention 
to  circumstances  which  showed  improper  ac- 
tion at  Addington.  He  did  not  say  who  was 
to  blame  —  it  might  be  that  the  permanent 
head  of  the  department  was  at  fault;  bat 
the  fact  was  this :  that  some  time  ago  the 
Greymouth  Harbour  Board  had  to  obtain  a 
hundred  iron  trucks  for  the  purpose  of  carrying 
coals  from  the  mine  to  the  port.  The  Govern- 
ment were  asked  to  make  them,  and  they  said 
they  would  make  them  at  these  Addington 
workshops,  and  that  they  would  cost  £120 
each.  When  the  Board  discovered  this  they 
made  inquiries,  and  found  that  the  trucks 
could  be  made  at  the  local  foundry  for  £10  less 
than  at  Addington.  But,  notwithstanding  that 
fact — which  was  represented  to  the  department 
— the  Government  insisted  upon  having  the 
work  done  at  Addington,  and  charged  the 
higher  price.  Such  administration  as  that  was 
scandalous  ;  and  he  hoped  the  Slinister  for 
Public  Works  would  give  him  on  assurance 
that  if  trucks  were  required  in  future  the  Go- 
vernment would  not  perpetrate  such  a  mono- 
poly as  that  to  which  ho  hswl  called  attention. 

Mr.  MABCHANT  hoped  that  the  Minister 
would  not  lose  sight  of  the  interests  of  the 
smaller  workshops.  Some  time  ago  there  was 
a  workshop  in  full  swing  at  Sentry  Hill,  which 
did  very  good  work  and  turned  out  the  work 
at  a  cheap  rate,  as  he  believed.  But  the  late 
Government  removed  the  whole  of  the  works  to 
Wanganui,  and  for  no  very  good  reason,  so  far 
as  he  could  understand,  because,  as  ho  had 
said,  the  work  was  done  well  at  Sentry  Hill, 
and  it  was  done  economically.  He  hoped  that 
the  Minister  would  give  attention  to  the  small 
workshops  as  well  as  the  large  ones. 

Motion  for  adjournment  of  the  House  nega- 
tived. 

"  HINEMOA  "  AND  "  STELLA." 
Mr.  SEDDOK  asked  the  Minister  of  Marine, 
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— (1.)  Is  it  the  intention  of  the  Oovemment  to 
have  the  new  boilers  now  being  made  placed  in 
the  steamship  "  Hinemoa  "  at  an  early  date  7 
(2.)  Is  it  the  intention  of  the  Government  to 
sell  the  steamship  "  Stella,"  and  to  place  the 
"  Hinemoa  "  again  in  commission  ?  (3.)  Is  it 
the  intention  of  the  Government  to  dispose  of 
the  steamship  "  Hinemoa  "  after  the  vessel  has 
been  fitted  with  new  boilers?  (4.)  Is  it  true 
that  the  main  front  plate  in  the  new  boiler- 
frame  intended  for  the  steamship  "  Hinemoa  " 
was  discovered,  some  time  after  arrival,  and 
after  being  paid  for,  to  be  cracked  and  useless  ? 
The  reason  he  asked  this  question  was  this : 
that  he  believed  that  Captain  Fairchild,  who 
had  charge  of  the  "  Stella,"  said  he  could 
make  a  considerable  saving  to  the  colony  if  the 
"  Hinemoa "  were  placed  in  commission  and 
the  "  Stella  "  disposed  of.  If  the  Government 
were  not  going  to  dispose  of  the  "Stella," 
would  they  dispose  of  the  "  Hinemoa"?  As 
regarded  t2ie  latter  part  of  the  question,  he 
might  say  that  it  was  clear  to  him  that  there 
had  been  gross  carelessness  or  gross  incom- 
petence, because  any  man  who  knew  anything 
of  his  business  could  not  but  see  the  flaw 
which  existed,  and  it  was  one  of  so  serious  a 
character  that  had  the  boiler  been  placed  in 
position  a  very  serious  loss  of  life  might  have 
ensued,  through  an  accident  caused  by  this 
flaw.  He  thought  there  had  been  gross  neglect 
or  incompetence,  or  perhaps  both,  and  he 
wished  to  know  whether  the  Government  would 
take  steps  in  regard  to  the  matter. 

Mr.  FISHER  said  the  new  boilers  were  here, 
but  there  was  no  great  hurry  about  putting 
them  into  the  vessel.  There  was  no  intention 
on  the  part  of  the  Government  to  dispose  of 
these  two  vessels,  for  the  reason  that  they  were 
not  adapted  to  mercantile  purposes,  and  only 
a  very  small  price  could  be  obtained  for  them. 
It  was  quite  true  that  a  flaw  had  been  found  in 
the  boiler-plate,  and  the  Government  had  sent 
to  the  manufacturers  in  England  asking  them 
to  substitute  another  plate  at  their  own  ex- 
pense. The  plate  was  "  passed  "  in  England, 
and  inquiries  would  be  maide  as  to  how  it  camo 
to  be  passed. 

PARU.\-WHANGAREI  TELEPHONE. 

Mr.  R.  THOMPSON  asked  the  Minister  for 
Public  Works,  If  it  is  the  intention  of  the 
Government  to  extend  telephonic  communica- 
tion to  Parua  Bay  and  Whangarei  Heads  ? 

Major  ATKINSON  thought  this  could  be 
done,  but  he  hod  not  full  information  on  the 
subject  yet,  and  would  like  to  consult  with  the 
honourable  gentleman  on  the  subject. 

GOVERNMENT  PRINTING-OFFICE. 

Mr.  SEDDON  asked  the  Colonial  Secretary, 
If  it  is  the  intention  of  the  Government  at  an 
early  date  to  procure  an  engine  and  the  neces- 
sary machinery  for  the  new  Printing-office  at 
Wellington  ? 

Mr.  MITCHELSON  replied  that  tenders  had 
been  called  for  the  construction  of  a  boiler  and 
engine  for  the  Printing-office.  The  tenders  had 
been  received,  and  the  lowest  had  been  in  his 


hands  for  some  considerable  time ;  but  he  did 
not  feel  himself  justified  in  accepting  such 
tender  until  the  House  hod  an  opportunity  of 
passing  the  amount  which  he  had  put  upon 
the  estimates  for  the  completion  of  the  Printing- 
office. 

WAIRARAPA  TIMBER  FREIGHTS. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  asked  the  Minister  for 
Public  Works,  Whether  he  will  consider  the 
question  of  reducing  the  railway  freight  on 
timber  from  the  Wairarapa  district? 

Mr.  MITCHELSON  said  the  matter  was 
under  the  consideration  of  the  Government. 

PAYMENTS  FOR  LAND. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  asked  the  Government, 
Whether  they  will  take  steps  to  arrange  that 
the  periodical  payments  under  our  several 
systems  of  land-tenure  can  be  made  through 
the  Post  Office  ?  The  House  last  year  was  led 
to  expect  that  action  would  be  taken  in  this 
direction,  and  he  wished  to  know  whether  any- 
thing had  been  done  1 

Major  ATKINSON  was  sorry  to  say  he  had 
no  information  on  the  matter.  A  great  deal  of 
consideration  had  been  given  to  it  by  the  last 
Government,  and  some  difficulties  which  he 
had  not  yet  had  time  to  look  into  had  been 
found.  He  would  look  into  the  matter  during 
the  recess,  and  if  effect  could  be  given  to  the 
arrangement — and  he  believed  it  could — it 
would  be  done. 

MILITARY  TRAINING-SCHOOL. 

Mr.  WARD  asked  the  Minister  of  Defence, 
If  he  considers  that  the  services  rendered  to  the 
colony  by  the  Military  Training-school  at  Wel- 
lington are  sufficient  to  justify  the  continuance 
of  the  expenditure  incurred  for  its  mainten- 
ance ? 

Mr.  FERGUS  replied  that  the  Government 
did  not  think  that  the  services  rendered  by  this 
ililitary  Training-school  justified  the  expendi- 
ture on  it,  and  they  intended  to  do  away  with 
it. 

J.  HUDSON. 

Mr.  0  ADM  AN  asked  the  Premier,  If,  in 
accordance  with  the  recommendation  of  the 
Public  Petitions  Committee,  he  will  make 
provision  on  the  supplementary  estimates  to 
refund  John  Hudson,  of  Parawai,  Thames, 
the  amount  of  property-tax  paid  by  him  in 
error  ?  It  appeared  that  Mr.  Hudson  had  paid 
some  £10  or  £15  property-tax  in  error,  but  the 
Commissioner  said  that  he  had  no  power  to 
refund  it.  Mr.  Hudson  had  consequently  peti- 
tioned the  House,  and  the  Petitions  Commit- 
tee recommended  that  the  amount  should  bo 
refunded. 

Major  ATKINSON  would  make  further  in- 
quiries into  the  matter,  and  if  those  inquiries 
showed  that  this  was  property- tax  for  the  year 
before  last  the  Government,  on  the  general 
principle,  could  not  refund  it.  Each  year's 
transactions  must  be  closed  with  the  end  of 
the  year  ;  and,  if  they  were  to  open  up  matters 
connected  with  previous  years,  there  was  no 
saying  where  it  would  end.    This  arose  entirely 
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out  of  Mr.  Hudson's  own  fault.  Ko  explana- 
tion was  given  in  the  statement,  and  no  reduc- 
tion was  made ;  but  next  year — 1886-S7 — when 
Mr.  Hudson  made  an  amended  statement,  the 
extra  tax  was  refunded  to  him.  It  was  impos- 
sible to  go  back  beyond  the  current  year. 

ROTORUA  TOWNSHIP. 

Sir.  CARROLL  asked  the  Minister  of  Lands, 
What  amount  of  rent-money  for  the  Rotorua 
Township  is  in  the  hands  of  tlie  Government, 
and  when  the  said  amount  is  to  be  paid  to  the 
Kative  owners  ? 

Mr.  G.  F.  RICHARDSON  replied  that  there 
was  a  sum  of  £238  18s.  4d.  in  the  Treasury  to 
credit  of  the  account.  Of  this  amount,  £120 
had  been  expended  by  Mr.  Tole,  on  the 
authority  of  the  late  Native  Minister,  as  an 
advance  to  certain  Natives  who  wanted  to 
visit  (ho  Hokianga  district.  The  Audit  De- 
partment had  refused  to  grant  credit  for  the 
£120,  and  that  department  would  not  authorise 
any  further  payments  on  account  of  rents 
until  a  list  of  the  names  of  the  individual 
Natives  who  were  to  participate  in  the  rents 
was  supplied,  tir.  Clarke  was  appointed  some 
time  ago  to  ascertain  the  names  of  the  Natives 
interested  in  the  rents,  and  the  share  of  each ; 
but  he  had  not  yet  reported.  Until  Mr.  Clarke's 
report  bad  been  received  the  balance  of  the 
amount  to  credit  of  the  rent  account — namely, 
£113  18s.  4d. — could  not  be  paid  to  the  Natives. 

DESPATCH  OP  BUSINESS. 

Mr.  TAIWHANQA  asked  the  Government, 
Whether  they  will  propose  alterations  of  the 
Standing  Orders  of  the  House  so  as  to  facilitate 
the  despatch  of  business,  and  providing  that,  if 
the  House  is  counted  three  times  during  the 
speech  of  an  honourable  member,  his  remarks 
aball  be  deemed  to  have  terminated  ? 

Major  ATKINSON  thought  the  suggestion 
was  a  very  good  one.  There  was  no  doubt  that 
the  Government  must  take  into  consideration 
the  whole  question  of  the  Standing  Orders,  and 
this  seemed  a  practical  suggestion,  and  the 
Government  would  give  it  careful  considera- 
tion during  the  recess. 

DISTILLERIES. 
Mr.  VALENTINE  asked  the  Commissioner 
of  Customs,  If  he  will  take  steps  to  amend  the 
Excise  Duties  Act,  so  as  to  encourage  the  re- 
establishment  of  distilleries  in  the  colony,  with 
the  view  of  helping  to  remove  the  depression 
which  exists  in  the  farming  industry  of  tho 
country  ?  This  was  a  very  important  matter  to 
the  farming  industry  of  the  colony.  No  doubt 
the  distilleries  had  been  abolished  because  the 
Government  of  the  day  wished  for  on  increase 
in  the  Customs  revenue ;  but,  now  that  so 
much  was  said  about  encouraging  local  indus- 
tries, ho  thought  if  there  was  any  industry 
requiring  encouragement  it  was  tlie  farming 
indu.<itry,  because  there  was  no  doubt  it  was 
the  backbone  of  the  country.  In  Victoria 
there  were  several  distilleries,  distributing  a 
large  amount  of  money  amongst  the  farmers; 
and  so  it  would  be  here  if  distilleries  wore 
llajor  Atkinton 


established  again.  There  would  be  an  ex- 
tended local  market  for  farmers'  barley  and 
wheat ;  and  that  description  of  wheat  known 
as  damaged,  which  was  at  present  only  used 
for  fowl-food,  could  be  utilised  in  a  better  way. 
He  hoped  the  Government  would  give  the  mat- 
ter tlicir  serious  consideration. 

Mr.  FISHER  said,  whatever  the  desire  of 
the  Government  in  the  matter  might  be,  the 
honourable  gentleman  must  see  that  it  would 
be  quite  impossible  to  deal  with  a  large  ques- 
tion of  policy  such  as  this  at  this  period  of  the 
session.  The  honourable  gentleman  was  aware 
that  some  ten  years  ago  it  cost  the  colony 
£27,000  to  buy  up  the  distilleries  because  they 
materially  affected  the  revenue.  The  question 
was  a  very  serious  ono,  and  he  could  give  the 
honourable  gentleman  the  assurance  that  it 
would  receive  the  consideration  of  the  Govern- 
ment before  next  session. 

WHALERS. 
Mr.  HOBBS  asked  the  Government,  Whether 
they  are  awaro  that  whaling  ships  ore  now 
subject  to  light-dues,  from  which  they  were 
formerly  exempt ;  and  that,  as  a  consequence, 
whalers  are  deterred  from  calling  at  the  Bay  of 
Islands  and  other  Now  Zealand  ports  to  refit 
and  get  supplies,  thereby  causing  considerable 
loss  to  the  traders  and  settlers  who  were  in  the 
habit  of  supplying  these  vessels  ? 

Mr.  FISHER  said  that,  in  passing  the  last 
Merchant  Shipping  and  Seamen's  Act,  through 
some  mistake  the  exemption  which  formerly 
applied  to  whalers  was  not  included.  It  was 
not  intended  that  whalers  should  be  subject 
to  these  dues,  and  the  honourable  gentleman 
could  accept  tlie  assurance  that  an  exemption 
would  be  made  in  their  favour. 

WALTON  PARK  COAL. 
Dr.  PITCHETT  asked  the  Government, 
Have  they  promised  to  use  the  Walton  Park 
coal  on  any  of  the  southern  lines,  and,  if  so, 
are  they  aware  that,  when  it  was  used  before, 
engine-drivers,  in  running  through  the  Chain 
Hill  Tunnel,  have  been  rendered  absolutely 
insensible  through  the  sulphurous  and  other 
fumes  given  off  ? 

Mr.  MITCHELSON  said  the  Government 
had  called  for  tenders  for  the  supply  of  cool 
to  the  Railway  Department,  and  the  Walton 
Park  Company,  amongst  others,  tendered ;  but, 
as  the  tender  of  the  Walton  Park  Company  was 
in  excess  of  the  others,  it  was  not  accepted: 
consequently  their  coal  was  not  to  be  used. 
With  reference  to  the  latter  part  of  tho  ques- 
tion, although  the  fumes  from  the  coal  were 
rather  overpowering  when  used  in  passing 
through  the  tunnels,  yet  they  were  not  in  any 
way  so  dangerous  as  stated  by  the  honourable 
gentleman. 

Dr.  PITCHETT  would  suggest  that  the  Qo- 
vernmeut  should  make  further  inquiry  in  the 
matter,  as  he  knew  positively  that  engine- 
drivers  had  been  found  insensible  after  coming 
out  of  tunnels  when  this  cool  was  used. 
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NOBMAIi  AND  TBAINING  SCHOOLS. 

Dr.  FITCHETT  asked  the  iliniBter  of  Educa- 
tion, AYhether  the  Oovenunent  intend  to  abolish 
any,  and,  if  so,  which,  of  the  exiatiog  noimal 
schools  and  training  colleges  7 

Mr.  FISHER  replied  that  the  Oovemment 
Iiad  intimated  to  the  varions  Edncation  Boards 
that  it  was  not  their  intention  to  propose  the 
Tote  for  £8,000  for  the  normal  and  training 
•chools.  The  whole  snbject  would,  of  oootse, 
eome  under  discussion  when  the  education 
vote  was  before  the  House,  and  it  would  be  for 
the  House  then  to  say  whether  it  would  agree 
to  the  proposition  to  abolish  these  training 
schools. 

WAITOTAEA  ELECTION. 
Mr.  SEDDON. — I  desire  to  make  a  statement 
to  the  House,  because  it  affocts  the  honour  of 
an  honourable  gentleman  who  has  a  seat  in 
this  House.  I  have  received  a  telegram  from 
Wanganui,  stating  that  the  honourable  member 
lor  Waitotara  retains  his  seat,  the  petitioner 
having  signally  failed  to  prove  the  allegations 
in  his  petition. 

RATES  ON  LAND. 

Mr.  MABCHANT  asked  the  Premier,  Whe- 
ther he  will  bring  down  a  Bill  this  session  to 
fix  the  minimum  amount  of  rates  payable  on 
any  section  of  land  ?  He  asked  this  question 
because  in  the  scattered  parts  of  this  district 
there  were  many  little  township -sections  of 
such  small  value  that  the  rates  only  amounted 
to  2d.  or  8d.  The  collection  of  these  rates  cost 
the  local  bodies  a  great  deal  of  trouble  and 
expense,  and  it  wonld  be  very  desirable  to  have 
a  minimum  amount  of  rates  fixed. 

Major  ATKINSON  thought  the  suggestion  a 
very  good  one ;  but  be  regretted  to  say  it  would 
be  impossible  to  deal  with  it  this  session. 

ENGINE-DBIVEBS  ON  WELLINGTON 
RAILWAY. 

Mr.  FITZHEBBERT  asked  the  Minister  for 
Public  Works,  If  it  is  true  that  a  railway 
labourer  named  Kirby,  who  has  lately  been 
sent  to  Wellington  from  Christcburch,  has 
been  made  an  engine-driver  on  the  Wellington- 
Masterton  Railway-line,  to  the  exclusion  of 
several  firemen  on  the  same  line? 

Mr.  MITCHELSQN  said  it  was  perfectly 
true  that  a  man  named  Kirby  had  been  ap- 
pointed temporarily  as  an  engine-driver.  He 
had  been  occupying  a  similar  position  in  the 
South  Island ;  but  since  being  in  Wellington 
he  had  occupied  the  position  of  a  labourer.  He 
(Mr.  Mitchelson)  was  making  inquiries  as  to 
whether  Kirby  had  been  appointed  over  the 
heads  of  those  moro  entitled  to  the  position. 
If  by  seniori^  Kirby  was  entitled  to  hold  his 
present  position,  nothing  more  could  be  said ; 
out  he  would  see  that  justice  was  done. 

SHANNON  MAILS. 

Mr.  WILSON  asked  the  Postmaster-General, 

If,  on  the  three  days  a  week  on  which  the  mail 

does  not  reach  Foxton  until  seven  p.m.,  ho  will 

make  arrangements  to  have  the  mails  carried 


to  and  from   Shannon,  a  distance  of  twelve 
miles? 

Major  ATKINSON  was  unable  to  give  the 
honourable  gentleman  a  decided  answer.  The 
Post  Office  officials  were  making  inquiries  into 
the  matter.  It  was  considered  desirable  that 
it  should  be  done  if  it  could  be  done  at  a  reason- 
able rate ;  but  the  amount  demanded  was  more 
than  the  Post  Office  felt  justified  in  giving. 
Farther  inquiries  would  be  made,  and  if  it 
could  be  doue  at  a  reasonable  rate  it  should 
be  done. 

WELLINGTON-PITONE  BAILWAY- 
FENGE. 
On  the  motion  of  Mr.  HAMLIN,  it  was 
ordered.  That  a  return  be  laid  before  the  House 
showing  the  cost  of  removing  the  four-rail-and- 
post  fence  on  the  Wellington  and  Pitone  line 
of  railway^  and  replacing  the  same  with  a  seven- 
wire-and-iron-poBt  fence. 

EKETAHUNA  AND  RICHMOND  LINE. 

On  the  motion  of  Dr.  NEWMAN,  a  return 
was  ordered  showing — (1)  the  number  of  chains 
between  Eketaliuna  and  Richmond ;  (2)  the 
estimated  cost  of  constructing  the  railway-line 
from  Eketahuna  to  Richmond,  including  the 
cost  of  a  flag-station  at  the  latter  place. 

BUBNHAM,  NOBWOOD,  AND  SELWYN 
BAIL  WAY  TBAPFIC. 
On  the  motion  of  Sir  J.  HALL,  it  was  ordered. 
That  there  be  laid  before  this  House  a  return 
showing  the  comparative  amount  of  goods- 
traffic  at  the  Bumham,  Norwood,  and  Selwyn 
stations  during  the  last  two  years. 

GOVERNMENT  BUSINESS. 
Major  ATKINSON.  — Before  the  orders  of 
the  day  are  called  on,  with  the  permission  of 
the  House  I  will  make  the  statement  which  I 
yesterday  undertook  to  make.  The  Govern- 
ment propose  that  the  Public  Works  Statement 
should  be  delivered  at  half-post  seven  on  Mon- 
day evening.  We  hope  to  be  able  to  resume 
the  financifu  debate  on  Wednesday,  and  to  pro- 
ceed with  the  estimates.  The  four  Bills  which 
may  be  considered  policy  Bills,  and  which  the 
Government  consider  essential,  are  the  Land 
Bill,  the  Government  Railways  Bill,  the  Crown 
and  Native  Lands  Rating  Bill,  and  the  Aus- 
tralian Naval  Defence  Bill.  These  Bills  will 
probably  all  of  them  take  more  or  less  time. 
Then,  there  cure  these  others,  which  the  Govern- 
ment think  necessary  for  the  general  govern- 
ment of  the  country :  Bills  to  relieve  persons 
who  are  suffering  under  certain  grievances.  No 
less  than  four  of  thorn  have  already  passed  this 
House,  some  of  them  more  than  once.  There 
is  the  Naval  and  Military  Settlers  Bill,  giving 
power  to  issue  Crown  grants  to  persons  declared 
to  be  entitled  to  them.  Then  there  is  the 
Civil  Service  Reform  Bill.  That  is  a  Bill  not 
of  any  importance,  but  it  is  a  Bill  to  remedy 
defects  which  exist  in  the  present  Act.  At  the 
present  time  it  is  impossible  to  appoint  a  cadet 
at  all,  whether  he  has  passed  the  best  Civil 
Service  examination  or  not ;  and  we  cannot. 
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under  any  circnmstances,  appoint  a  temporary 
clerk.  The  consequence  has  been  that  we  have 
not  been  able  to  reappoint  policemen  as  clerks 
to  Courts  to  which  they  have  hitherto  been  act- 
ing as  clerks.  If  policemen  are  removed  from 
one  place  to  another  they  cannot  be  appointed 
clerks  to  the  Courts  in  the  districts  to  which 
they  have  been  removed.  It  is  to  remedy  defects 
of  that  kind  that  the  Bill  has  been  introduced. 
The  Wellington  Girls'  High  School  Bill  we  pro- 
pose to  drop,  also  the  Auckland  Girls'  High 
School  Bill  and  the  High  Schools  and  Colleges 
Rating  Exemption  Bill.  Then,  there  are  the 
Government  Loans  to  Local  Bodies  Bill  and 
the  Loans  to  Local  Bodies  Bill.  These  Bills 
passed  this  House  last  year.  Thoy  are  of  great 
importance  to  the  local  bodies,  and  therefore  I 
hope  to  be  able  to  pass  them.  The  Public  Re- 
serves Sale  Bill  we  propose  to  abandon ;  also 
the  Industrial  Schools  Bill.  Then  we  come  to 
two  very  important  Bills,  also  to  do  justice  to 
localities :  they  are  the  West  Coast  Settlement 
Reserves  Bill  and  the  South  Island  Native  Re- 
serves Bill.  These  Bills  both  passed  the  House 
during  last  session.  Many  tenants  are  suffer- 
ing very  considerably  under  the  present  state 
of  the  law.  I  hope  the  House  will  see  its  way 
to  pass  these  Bills.  The  Coroners  Act  Amend- 
ment Bill  we  propose  to  abandon.  The  Dis- 
trict Railways  Purchasing  Act  Amendment  Bill 
we  wish  to  pass  if  possible.  There  seems  room 
to  fear  that  we  may  lose  the  power  to  collect 
not  only  the  rates  for  this  year,  but  also  the  ar- 
rears. If  that  is  so,  then  it  may  be  a  serious 
matter,  and  it  may  be  nocesiiary  to  ask  tbo 
House  to  pass  that  Bill.  The  Municipal  Cor- 
porations Bill  (No.  2)  we  propose  to  strike 
out.  That  is  a  Bill  coming  to  us  from  another 
place,  and  we  hope  there  may  be  time  to  pass 
some  necessary  amendments  contained  in  that 
Bill.  We  are  disposed  to  abandon  any  provi- 
sion of  importance  in  the  Bill  that  is  likely  to 
receive  much  opposition ;  but  there  are  some 
amendments  which  ought  to  be  passed.  We 
propose  to  abandon  the  District  Courts  Bill. 
The  Public  Bodies'  Leaseholds  Bill  is  a  neces- 
sary measure.  It  gives  relief  to  local  bodies 
that  have  land  to  let.  The  present  Act  is  not 
workable  in  a  satisfactory  way,  and  we  pro- 
pose to  remedy  the  defect  and  grant  relief  to  a 
large  number  of  tenants  of  local  bodies.  Wo 
propose  to  abandon  the  Coal-mines  Bill  and 
the  Coroners'  Juries  Bill.  The  Public  Works 
Bill  we  hope  to  get  through,  if  possible  ;  if  we 
find  it  is  impossible  in  the  time,  of  course  wo 
shall  have  to  abandon  it.  The  Christchurch 
Hospital  Bill  is  on  the  second  list.  We  shall 
get  it  through  if  we  can.  We  hope  there  will 
be  time  to  get  through  the  Slaughterhouses 
Bill.  I  do  not  look  on  the  Bills  in  the  second 
list  as  absolutely  necessary,  although  it  is  very 
desirable  that  they  should  be  passed.  Although 
it  looks  rather  a  formidable  list,  really  the  only 
Bills  which  are  likely  to  take  time  are  the  Bills 
'which  I  first  mentioned.  The  Pharmacy  Bill 
will  be  in  the  second  category.  Bills  have  to 
come  down  from  another  place  relating  to 
Native  lands;  but  they  are  practically  ma- 
ohinery  Bills,  with  the  exception  of  a  provision 
Mtyor  Atkinson 


to  repeal  the  Native  Lands  Administration  Act. 
The  Natives  xiniversally  wish,  as  far  as  we 
understand,  to  see  the  provisions  of  the  Act 
repealed. 

Sir  G.  GREY.— Not  in  the  form  in  which  it 
is  proposed  to  bo  done,  I  think. 

Major  ATKINSON.— I  think  the  honourable 
gentleman  will  find  that  the  proposals  are  such 
as  to  meet  the  approval  of  the  House  and  th« 
Natives. 

An  Hon.  Meubkb. — What  about  the  Phac- 
macy  Bill  ? 

Major  ATKINSON.— The  Pharmacy  Bill  we 
also  hope  to  be  able  to  pass.  It  cannot  be  de- 
scribed as  a  policy  Bill.  There  is  no  principle 
in  it,  except  that  of  doing  justice  to  individuals. 
That  is  the  general  course  of  business  which 
the  Government  hope  to  follow. 

Mr.  TUBNBULL.— I  understood  the  Pre- 
mier to  say  that  he  would  take  the  four  policy 
Bills  first. 

Major  ATKINSON.— I  am  not  quito  sura 
that  I  should  do  that.  I  shall  probably  ask 
the  House  to  agree  to  the  reading  of  soma 
others  about  which  there  is  not  likely  to  bs 
much  discussion.  I  should  like  to  get  them 
advanced  a  stage,  so  as  to  send  them  to  another 
place.  I  shall  propose,  if  we  get  on  with  these 
Bills,  to  continue  the  financial  debate  and  the 
estimates ;  and,  if  we  make  considerable  pro- 
gress with  them,  I  shall  interrupt  them  occa- 
sionally, if  we  have  not  got  through  those  Bills. 
I  wish  to  say  also  that  the  Government  hope 
that,  if  we  go  on  as  I  trust  we  shall  do,  we 
may  be  in  a  position  to  finish  our  business  by 
Tuesday  week,  so  as  to  give  honourable  mem- 
bers plenty  of  time  to  be  home  by  Christmas. 

Sir  3.  VOGEL.— Am  I  to  understand  that  the 
Loan  Bill  has  been  abandoned  ? 

Major  ATKINSON.— No ;  that  has  not  been 
abandoned. 

Sir  J.  VOGEL. — Then,  one  question  has 
escaped  attention — the  cable  question.  The 
position  of  the  matter  is  this :  The  late  Govern- 
ment declined  to  propose  any  fresh  subsidy; 
but  the  Agent-General  arranged  that  the  ques- 
tion should  remain  in  statu  quo  until  Parlia- 
ment had  an  opportunity  of  discussing  it.  We 
could  not  give  Parliament  that  opportunity 
last  session ;  but  the  same  state  of  things  existe 
now  with  regard  to  this  Parliament.  The 
honourable  gentleman  will,  I  think,  require  to 
give  the  House  an  opportunity  of  discussing  it. 

Major  ATKINSON.— I  am  much  obliged  to 
the  honourable  gentleman  for  mentioning  it. 
I  had  quite  forgotten  that  we  propose,  if  pos- 
sible, to  bring  tliat  in  at  the  end  of  the  week, 
together  with  a  motion  about  the  San  Fran- 
cisco service. 

Sir  J.  VOGEL.— The  Westport  Harbour  ques- 
tion has  fallen  out  altogether. 

Major  ATKINSON.— I  do  not  know;  but 
the  Government  are  waiting  for  the  report  of 
the  Committee  to  come  up.  Then  we  shall 
make  proposals.  We  shall  also  see  how  the 
business  progresses. 

Sir  J.  VOGEL.— I  should  like  to  ask  the 
honourable  gentleman  if  he  will  bring  dovm,  in 
order  to  facilitate  the  discussion  on  the  Naval 
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Defence  Bill,  a  Etatement  as  to  how  the  calcu- 
lation is  arrived  at  that  it  woald  only  cost 
£20,000.  My  impression  is  that  it  would  cost 
somewhere  about  £25,000.  I  would  point  out 
that  there  is  an  omission  to  provide  in  the  Bill 
that  the  remaining  colonies  shall  not  be  liable 
for  any  colony  or  colonies  which  may  withdraw, 
as  was  stipulated  should  be  insisted  upon  when 
the  subject  was  under  consideration. 

Major  ATKINSON.— Yes,  Sir;  I  shall  be 
glad  to  see  to  that. 

Sir  J.  VOGEL.— If  the  honourable  gentle- 
man would  bringdown  the  calculations,  I  think 
it  would  save  a  great  deal  of  discussion. 

Major  ATKINSON.— The  cost,  according  to 
the  calculations  of  the  Government,  is  between 
£21,000  and  £22,000.  But  I  can  lay  the  calcu- 
lations on  the  table. 

Six  J.  VOG£L.— There  is  only  one  other 
question,  and  that  is  as  to  an  opportunity  for 
discussing  the  alterations  in  the  education 
vote. 

Major  ATKINSON.— Yes ;  I  look  upon  that 
as  port  of  the  estimates. 

Mr.  SMITH.— The  Premier  does  not  men- 
tion anything  about  the  Property-tax  Bill.  Is 
the  House  to  understand  that  he  does  not  in- 
tend to  bring  in  one  ?    I  hope  he  will  not. 

Major  ATKINSON.— I  omitted  that ;  but  I 
think  the  House  can  have  no  doubt  about  it. 
The  Financial  Statement  says  what  we  shall 
require  to  a  penny.  I  shall  have  to  ask  the 
House,  most  certainly,  to  impose  that  tax. 

Dr.  NEWMAN.— I  should  like  to  ask  the 
Premier  if  he  will  try  to  find  time  to  pass  the 
Wellington  College  and  Girls'  High  School  Bill. 
It  does  not  affect  any  other  place  whatever  ;  it 
has  not  the  remotest  connection  with  the  Ad- 
dingtou  workshops  or  anything  in  the  South 
Island.  It  affects  Wellington  and  Wellington 
only.  I  believe  there  would  be  no  stonewalling 
of  the  Bill,  and  that  it  would  run  through  very 
quickly.  I  would  point  out  that  it  is  of  very 
great  importance  that  the  Government  should 
get  this  Bill  through,  because  arrangements 
have  been  made  which  require  it,  to  enable 
the  contractor  to  be  paid.  If  the  Bill  is  not 
passed  the  College  Governors  will  be  unable 
to  raise  the  money  to  pay  the  contractor; 
and  not  only  is  it  a  question  of  getting  the 
capital  under  this  Bill,  but  the  Bill  would  pro- 
vide an  easier  method  of  arranging  for  the  pay- 
ment of  interest.  I  think  there  would  be  no 
discussion  on  the  subject,  and  that  the  Bill 
would  pass  in  twenty  minutes. 

Mr.  PEACOCK.— I  hope  the  Premier,  if  he 
answers  that  favourably,  will  give  a  similar 
reply  in  regard  to  the  Auckland  Girls'  High 
School.  The  Bills  are  in  the  same  position. 
The  Board  is  unable  to  complete  the  neces- 
sary school-accommodation  without  having  tlie 
Bill  passed. 

Mr.  IZARD.— With  regard  to  the  Wellington 
school,  I  would  say  that  the  building  has  been 
constructed  on  the  written  promise  of  the  late 
Minister  of  Education  that  a  Bill  similar  to 
the  present  would  be  introduced.  At  the  pre- 
sent time  there  ore  no  funds  to  pay  with,  and 
there  will  not  be  any  if  this  Bill  is  not  passed. 


The  Boafd  already  have  borrowing  powers,  but 
they  cannot  put  them  in  force.  The  building 
is  already  up,  and  the  Board  of  Governors  want 
to  pay  for  it.  The  building  was  erected  by  tha 
contractor  on  the  faith  of  the  Minister's  pro- 
mise. The  Bill  is  a  simple  one,  and  does  not 
contain  any  fresh  legislation.  It  merely  en- 
ables the  Board  to  carry,  out  what  it  was 
previously  authorised  by  Act  to  do.  I  cannot 
conceive  that  there  would  be  any  obstruction 
to  the  Bill. 

Mr.  GOLDIE.— I  think  the  Auckland  Bill 
is  of  very  much  more  importance  than  the 
Wellington  one.  The  Wellington  Girls'  High 
School  is  already  constructed,  but  the  lease  of 
the  Girls'  High  School  at  Auckland  terminates 
during  next  year,  and  unless  this  Bill  is  passed 
the  Board  will  be  compelled  to  take  a  new 
lease  of  the  building.  If  the  Wellington  Bill  is 
important,  I  think  the  Auckland  one  is  much 
more  so. 

Major  STEWARD.  —  Before  the  Premier 
answers,  I  would  like  to  say  that,  very  naturally, 
every  honourable  member  considers  his  own 
Bill  the  most  important  matter.  Now,  I  say 
that  to  the  district  I  represent  the  Hospital 
and  Charitable  Aid  Bill  is  of  first  importance, 
and  it  strikes  me  very  forcibly  that,  if  any- 
thing is  done  giving  the  honourable  member 
for  Thomdon  special  facilities  for  his  Bill, 
there  will  probably  be  a  long  discussion. 

Major  ATKINSON. — ^I  am  very  sorry  if  any- 
body suffers  inconvenience ;  but,  of  course,  our 
time  is  very  short.  By  the  permission  of  the 
House  I  will  make  a  statement  of  the  business 
the  Government  is  going  to  do.  There  is  no 
question,  I  understand,  before  the  House,  and  I 
am  giving  honourable  members  information,  so 
far  as  I  am  able  to  do  so,  as  to  the  reasons  for 
the  action  the  Government  propose.  I  was  not 
aware  that  anybody  would  suffer  inconveniencs 
in  consequence  of  the  Wellington  College  and 
Girls'  High  School  Bill  not  being  gone  on  with. 
I  understand  that  an  arrangement  was  mode  to 
put  up  the  building  ;  but,  if  anybody  will  still 
suffer  inconvenience,  the  Bill  should  be  dealt 
with,  and  we  will  certainly  endeavour  to  deal 
with  it  this  session.  But  I  cannot  make  an 
absolute  promise.  There  is  a  good  deal  of  dif- 
ference between  the  two  schools,  because  in  one 
cose  the  school-building  is  up,  I  understand,  and 
the  objection  that  the  honourable  member  for 
Thomdon  makes  to  dropping  the  Bill  is  that 
certain  engagements  have  been  entered  into 
with  a  contractor,  who  has  spent  his  money, 
and  who  will  seriously  suffer  if  he  cannot 
get  his  money.  Of  course,  if  that  is  so,  the 
House  should  look  favourably  upon  relieving 
anybody  who  has  got  into  difficulties  under  a 
promise  from  the  Government.  As  to  all  these 
measures,  the  Government  would  only  be  too 
delighted,  if  we  got  through  the  business,  to 
pass  them. 

Mr.  PEACOCK.— I  merely  wish  to  say  that, 
if  the  Wellington  Bill  goes  on,  the  Auckland 
Bill  should  also  go  on ;  because  the  reasons 
that  apply  to  the  one  apply  to  the  other  also. 

Major  ATKINSON.— No,  they  do  not  at  aU. 
I  have  explained  the  difference.    The  Welling- 
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ton  College  is  built,  and  there  is  the  liability  to 
the  Gontiactor,  who  has  spent  his  money  upon 
the  faith  of  the  Government  getting  this  I3ill 
through. 

Mr.  PEACOCK. — I  wish  to  e^^ress  the  opin- 
ion—with all  deference  to  the  Premier — that, 
il  there  is  any  difference,  it  is  in  favour  of  the 
Auckland  one,  because  the  Board  there  have 
not  a  building,  and,  in  order  to  provide  one, 
must  be  enabled  to  use  the  endowment. 

Major  ATKINSON.— I  see  a  very  great  dif- 
ference between  a  pledge  on  the  part  of  the 
GoTcrnment  to  enable  a  Board  to  pay  a  man 
A  certain  sum  of  money,  and  the  corrying-out 
of  a  measare  to  enable  the  Board  to  use  endow- 
ments :  the  former  is  simply  an  act  of  justice. 
As  I  have  said,  the  Qovemment  is  only  too 
anxious  to  get  all  through,  if  possible;  but  I 
think  honourable  gentlemen  will  agree  with 
ihe  that  a  contractor  ought  not  to  be  ruined  or 
put  to  enormous  inconvenience  because  he  has 
relied  upon  the  pledge  of  the  Qovemment. 

Sir  G.  GREY. — I  venture  to  ask  this  ques- 
tion: Does  the  Premier  think  it  right  that  a 
vast  number  of  girls  should  have  their  pro- 
spects in  life  injured  for  want  of  proper  edu- 
cation, because  they  have  no  building  to  be 
educated  in?  It  appears  to  me  that  that  is 
infinitely  the  most  important  cose.  They  can 
both'  be  attended  to,  but  surely  the  education 
of  the  girls  is  a  much  more  serious  thing  than 
the  other  question.  They  are  both  great  ques- 
tions, and,  I  submit,  both  Bills  ought  to  go  on. 

Major  ATKINSON.— Well,  of  course  there  is 
no  doubt  I  do  not  consider  it  desirable  that  a 
number  of  young  girls  should  be  ruined  for 
want  of  education.  I  think  just  the  other  way. 
But,  Sir,  the  Auckland  Board  of  Governors 
could  do  just  as  the  Wellington  Board  of  Go- 
vernors have  done.  I  have  no  doubt  there  is  a 
contractor  there  who  would  be  willing  to  build 
the  school  on  the  same  terms  as  tlie  contractor 
here  accepted,  so  tliat  the  work  could  go  on  in 
that  way.  But,  as  I  have  said,  this  is  a  very 
different  affair.  I  did  not  compare  the  ques- 
tions, they  are  both  important  questions,  and 
I  cannot  admit  that  there  is  any  justification 
for  the  honourable  gentleman  implying  that  I 
thought  nothing  of  the  girls  not  being  edu- 
cated. I  said  that  was  a  matter  of  great  im- 
portance, and  that  I  would  do  my  utmost  to 
get  both  Bills  through. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— The  honourable  member 
for  Motucka  and  myself  have  been  moving  in 
the  direction  of  giving  effect  to  the  recom- 
mendation of  a  Royal  Commission  which  was 
appointed  with  reference  to  the  South  Island 
Native  reserves.  I  submitted  a  question  the 
other  dav  to  the  Premier,  and  be  promised  to 
Ask  the  Public  Trustee  whether  there  would  be 
any  objection  to  carry  out  the  recommenda- 
tion of  the  Commissioner  in  giving  the  right 
of  renewal  to  the  tenants  on  the  Motueka  and 
Arahura  reserves,  and  the  readjustment  of  the 
rents  under  the  existing  leases,  as  promised  by 
Mr.  Commissioner  Mackay.  I  ask  whether 
these  two  points  will  be  taken  into  considera- 
tion. 

Major  Atkinton 


Major  ATKINSON.— They  aie  both  in  the 
Bill. 

Mr.  M.  J.  S.  MACKENZIE.— I  wish  to  ask 
the  Premier  a  question.  I  am  in  the  unfor- 
tunate position  of  having  no  Bill  of  my  own  to 
say  anything  about ;  but  I  notice  on  the  Order 
Paper  one  Bill  that  partakes  very  much  of  the 
nature  of  a  question  of  public  policy — the  Fair 
Rent  Bill.  Would  it  not  be  wise,  in  view  of  the 
importance  of  the  subject,  to  have  that  Bill 
brought  up  ?  The  subject  is  exceedingly  im- 
portant, and  there  are  floods  of  petitions  coming 
in  on  the  question. 

Major  ATKINSON.— The  Bill  is  of  very  great 
importance.  The  Government  regret  that  they 
do  not  see  their  way  to  proceed  with  the  Bill. 
They  do  not  consider  it  is  a  workable  Bill,  and 
have  not  had  time  to  consider  a  question  of  so 
large  importance.  I  my.self  am  of  opinion  that 
we  shall  have  to  establish  a  Court,  but  I  think 
it  would  probably  have  to  take  wider  scope  than 
the  honourable  gentleman  gives  it.  Looking  at 
the  importance  of  the  measure,  wo  should  inake 
a  great  mistake  if  such  a  Bill  as  this  were  not 
fully  considered,  and,  in  view  of  the  late- 
ness of  the  session,  the  Government  consider 
it  would  be  wiser  to  wait  till  next  session.  In 
the  meantime,  we  propose  to  have  a  clause 
inserted  in  our  Land  Bill  to  provide  that 
none  of  the  present  tenants  should  be  unduly 
harassed.  We  propose  to  give  the  local  bodies 
power  to  deal  with  other  cases.  We  have  made 
all  the  provision  that  it  is  possible  to  make  in 
our  Land  Bill  on  this  subject.  We  should  have 
been  glad  to  take  up  the  Bill  if  it  were  a  wodc- 
able  measure ;  but,  after  careful  consideration, 
we  find  that  it  is  not  at  all  workable.  We  were 
told  that  the  matter  was  to  be  introduced  into 
another  place, — that  this  Bill  was  to  be  aban- 
doned, then  introduced  in  another  place,  and 
brought  down  here.  When  I  heard  Uiat  stated 
I  said  I  should  be  glad  to  take  it  up  if  it  could 
be  got  into  a  workable  shape.  But  the  Govern- 
ment have  not  time  to  desj  with  it  this  session 
in  a  way  that  would  satisfy  the  country. 

Sir  J.  VOQEL. — I  should  like  to  make  a  few 
remarks  on  the  statement  made  by  the  honour- 
able gentleman.  I  understand  that  he  pro- 
poses to  conclude  the  financial  debate,  and 
then  to  deal  with  the  whole  of  the  estimates, 
including  the  supplementary  estimates.  It 
appears  to  me  that  in  order  to  get  through 
these  estimates  we  should  require  to  go  into 
Committee  of  Supply  several  times.  We  have 
then  the  Public  Works  Statement,  which  is  to 
be  mode  on  Monday,  and  which  will  include 
questions  relating  to  the  loan.  It  may  or  may 
not  propose  to  provide  further  funds  for  the 
Westport  and  Greymouth  harbours ;  and  that 
question  must  bo  considered  this  session,  as 
the  money  is  running  out.  Then,  we  have  the 
debate  on  the  Public  Works  Statement,  whioh 
could  hardly  come  on  until  two  or  three  days 
after  it  is  delivered ;  and  the  Bills  to  be  indi- 
cated by  the  Statement — Loan  Bills,  if  any — 
will  have  to  be  considered.  The  honourable 
gentleman  wishes  us  to  carry  the  Land  Bill ; 
but  we  are  not  aware  whether  he  accepts  the 
amendments  which  have  been  made  by  the 
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Waste  Lands  Committee.  Than,  there  are  the 
Kaval  Defences  Bill,  the  Railway  Bill,  the 
Clown  and  Native  Lands  Rating  Bill.  Then, 
there  is  the  discassion  on  the  education  ques- 
tion; and  there  are,  I  understand,  a  number 
of  other  Bills  which  the  honourable  gentleman 
wants  carried,  and  which  will  involve  great 
consideration.  I  agree  that  the  Native  re- 
serves, both  in  the  North  and  South  Islands, 
need  to  be  dealt  with.  Then,  there  is  the  ques- 
tion relating  to  municipal  expenditure,  and 
as  to  whether  Mayors  shall  be  elected  in  a 
different  way  from  what  they  are  at  present. 
Then,  there  is  the  discussion  on  the  San  Fran- 
cisco service ;  and  two  measures  of  great  im- 
portance are  to  come  before  us  from  the  Legis- 
wtive  CSouncil,  relating  to  Native  lands.  These 
ate  the  heads  of  the  questions  we  have  to 
consider,  and  how  the  honourable  gentleman 
thinks  it  possible  to  deal  with  those  matters 
between  this  and  Tuesday  week  I  am  at  a  loss 
to  understand.  Without  any  obstruction  what- 
ever, and  with  the  most  limited  discussion  that 
we  can  give  them,  it  appears  to  me  impossible 
for  honourable  members  who  think  strongly  on 
the  questions  raised  by  these  various  measures 
to  abstain  from  expressing  their  opinions  on 
them.  In  fact,  we  are  asked  to  do  in  ten  days 
a  volume  of  work  which  would  be  very  heavy 
work  for  a  whole  session.  I  shedl  be  glad  to 
assist  the  Government  to  the  utmost  to  push 
on  business ;  but  I  cannot  accede  to  accepting 
important  measures  which  are  not  properly 
discussed  or  considered.  As  the  honourable 
member  said  of  the  measure  of  the  honourable 
member  for  Auckland  Central,  that  it  was  an 
important  measure  and  required  consideration, 
Eo  also  with  regard  to  nearly  all  of  the  mea- 
sures to  which  I  have  referred.  And,  as  regards 
the  estimates,  it  must  be  borne  in  mind  that 
the  whole  question  of  retrenchment,  about 
which  we  have  heard  so  much  in  the  House 
and  in  the  country,  practically  remains  to  be 
discussed ;  for,  excepting  the  Governor's  Salary 
Bill,  the  Honorarium  Bill,  and  the  Ministers' 
Salaries  Bill,  the  question  of  retrenchment 
had  practically  not  yet  received  any  considera- 
tion from  the  House.  I  have  every  disposition 
to  hasten  the  business ;  but  I  fear  it  would  be 
impossible,  consistently  with  the  duty  of  honour- 
able members,  to  carry  out  the  whole  of  this 
business  by  Tuesday  week. 

LAND  BILL. 

Mr.  G.  P.  RICHARDSON.  — Sir,  I  beg  to 
move,  That  you  do  leave  the  chair  presently,  in 
order  to  go  into  Committee  on  the  Land  Bill. 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIB.— I  hope  the  Minister  of 
liOnds  will  not  push  this  measure  on  to-night, 
and  that  the  House  will  see  its  way  to  postpone 
it  until  Monday.  The  Land  Bill  was  only  re- 
ported yesterday  from  the  Waste  Lands  Com- 
mittee, and  was  only  circulated  this  momingi 
and,  seeing  that  honourable  members  have  been 
in  the  House  until  after  three  o'clock  this 
morning,  back  to  Committees  at  eleven,  and  to 
the  House  again  at  twelve,  they  have  not  had 
time  to  study  the  amendments.  For  my  own 
part  I  know  the  ptuport  of  those  amendments ; 


but  honourable  members  should  have  an  oppor- 
tunity of  oonsidering  the  effect  of  the  amend- 
ments in  connection  vrith  the  Bill  as  originally 
brought  down  and  as  amended  by  the  Waste 
Lands  Committee.  I  think  the  honourable 
gentleman  would  do  well  to  postpone  going 
into  Committee  on  this  Bill  until  Monday,  so 
that  honourable  members  may  have  an  oppor- 
tunity of  knowing  what  the  amendments  really 
are.  I  am  sure  such  a  course  will  facilitate  the 
passing  of  the  Bill. 

Mr.  KERR. — I  hope  the  House  will  go  on 
with  this  Land  Bill.  It  is  one  of  the  necessary 
works  of  the  session.  It  will  really  be  for  the 
benefit  of  the  colony  at  large  if  this  Bill  is  put 
through  the  House  as  soon  as  possible. 

Mr.  G.  P.  RICHARDSON.— I  simply  wish  to 
say  that,  far  from  wishing  to  press  the  Bill  on 
the  House,  I  would  ask  honourable  members  in 
Committee  to  carefully  consider  and  discuss 
every  point  of  the  measure.  With  regard  to 
the  amendments  referred  to,  the  honourable 
member  for  Waihemo  knows  what  they  ore ; 
and  if  other  honourable  members  did  not  know 
what  they  are  they  would  say  so.  The  amend- 
ments are  of  a  very  simple  character,  and  we 
have  plenty  of  time  to  consider  them  to-night, 
taking  the  Bill  clause  by  clause. 

The  House  divided. 


Ayks,  58. 

Anderson 

Hobbs 

Reeves,  R.H.J 

Atkinson 

Hodgkinson       Rhodes 

Barron 

Izorc 

Richardson,  E. 

Blake 

Jackson 

Richardson,  G. 

Bruce 

Jones 

Ross 

Buchanan 

Joyce 

Steward,  W.  J. 

Buxton 

Lamach 

S.-Menteath 

Cowan 

Lawry 

Taiwhanga 

Dodson 

Loughrey 

Tanner 

Peldwick 

Maokensie, 

M.  Thompson,  R. 

Fergus 

Mackenzie, 

T.    Thompson,!. 

Fisher 

Marchant 

Tumbull 

Fitchett 

Mitchelson 

Valentine 

Fitzherbert 

Monk 

Vogel 

Fraser 

Newman 

Walker 

Goldio 

O'Conor 

Withy. 

Graham 

Ormond 

Grimmond 

Peacock 

Tellers. 

Hamlin 

Pearson 

Allen 

Hislop 

Pyke 

Kerr, 

NOKS,  5. 

Fish 

Telleri. 

Grey 

Levestam 

Smith. 

Paibs. 

McKenzie,  J. 

Fot 

, 

Againtt. 

Taylor 

Beetham 

Ward 

Seddon 

Wilson. 

Duncan. 

Majority  for,  68. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

IN   COimiTTEE. 

Clause  2.  —  Governor,  by  notification  in 
Oatette,  may  decide  all  rural  lands  open  for 
selection  for  cash. 

Sir  G.  OBEY  moved,  That  the  words  "  Part» 
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V.  or  VII."  be  strack  out,  with  a  view  to  insert- 
ing in  lieu  thereof,  "  under  the  provisions  for 
special  settlements,  village  settlements,  or 
small  grazing-nins." 

The  Committee  divided   on   the  question, 
"  That  the  words  be  retained." 


Ayes,  41. 
Jones 
Lawry 
Macarthur 
Mackenzie,  SI. 
Mackenzie,  T. 
Marchant 
Mills 
Nevirman 
Ormond 
Peacock 
Pearson 
Pyke 
Rhodes 
Richardson,  G. 

Noes,  21. 
Kelly 
Levestam 
McKenzie,  3. 
Parata 
Perceval 


AUen 

Anderson 

Atkinson 

Bruce 

Buchanan 

Cowan 

Fergus 

Fisher 

Fitchett 

Fulton 

Graham 

Guinness 

Hislop 

Hobbs 

Beetham 

Blake 

Fraser 

Ooldie 

Grey 

Grimmond 

Hodgldnson 

Joyce 

Majority  for,  20. 

Amendment  negatived. 

The   Committee  divided   on  the  question, 
"  That  clause  2  stand  part  of  the  Bill." 


Ross 

Russell 

Seymour 

Steward,  W.  3. 

S.-!kIenteath 

Taiwhanga 

Thompson,  R. 

TumbuU 

Walker 

Whyte 

Wilson. 

Tellers. 
Kerr 
Valentine. 

Smith 
Taylor 

Thompson,  T. 
Vogel. 

Tellers. 


Richardson,  E.  Izard 
Seddon  Reeves,  W.  P. 


Allen 

Anderson 

Atkinson 

Barron 

Beetham 

Bruce 

Cowan 

Codson 

Fisher 

Fitzherbert 

Fulton 

Graham 

Hislop 

Hobbs 

Hodgkinson 

Izard 

Jones 

Buxton 

Foldwick 

Fitchett 

Fraser 

Goldie 

Grey 

Joyce 


Ayes,  49. 
Korr 
Lawry 
Levestam 
Macarthur 
Mackenzie,  M. 
Mackenzie,  T. 
Marchant 
McGregor 
Mills 
Jloat 
Jlonk 
Newman 
O'Conor 
Ormond 
Peacock 
Pyke 
Rhodes 


Richardson,  G. 

Ross 

Russell 

Seymour 

Steward,  W.  J. 

S.-Menteath 

Taiwhanga 

Thompson,  R. 

TurnbuU 

Walker 

Ward 

Whyte 

Wilson. 

Tellers. 
Buchanan 
Valentine. 


Noes,  18. 

Kelly  Thompson,  T. 

Moss  Vogel 

Perceval  Withy. 

Smith  tellers. 
Stewart,  W.  D.  Blake 

Taylor  McKenzie,  J. 


Majority  for,  31. 
Clause  agreed  to. 

Clause  3. — Price  of  land  to  be  stated  in  noti- 
fication :  Ordinary  land,  20b.  per  acre ;  second- 
class  land,  10s.  per  acre;  third-class  land,  Ss. 
per  acre. 

Sir  a.  Grey 


The  Committee  divided  on  the  question, 
"  That  the  words  be  retained  providing  that 
land  may  be  sold  at  less  than  the  foregoing 
prices  in  districts  where  the  minimum  fixed  by 
the  Act  of  1885  is  below  prices  herein  fixed." 


Allen 

Barron 

Bruce 

Buxton 

Feldwick 

Fisher 

Fish 

Fraser 

Fulton 

Goldie 

Graham 

Grey 

Hislop 


Ayes,  87. 
Izard 
Jones 
Joyce 
Lamach 
Lawry 

Mackenzie,  M. 
Marchant 
McKenzie,  J. 
Moat 
Monk 
Newman 
Parata 
Peacock 


Perceval 

Smith 

Stewart,  W.  D. 

S.-Menteatb 

Thompson,  T. 

Tumbull 

Ward 

Wilson 

Withy. 

Tellers. 
Buchanan 
Fitchett. 


Noes,  28. 
Anderson  Kerr  Russell 

Beetham  lisvestam  Seymour 

Blake  I^Iocarthur  Steward,  W.  J. 

Cadman  Mackenzie,  T.    Thompson,  R. 

Cowan  O'Conor  Valentine 

Dodson  Ormond  Whyte. 

Fitzherbert        Pearson 
Hobbs  Pyke  Tellers. 

Hodgkinson       Richardson,  G.  Duncan 
Kelly  Ross  McGregor. 

Majority  for,  9. 

Words  retained. 

Mr.  SEYMOUR  moved.  That  in  the  Coun- 
ties of  Marlborough,  Nelson,  and  Wellington 
the  price  of  second-class  land  may  be  fixed  at 
any  price  not  less  than  5s.  per  acre. 

The  Committee  divided. 


Anderson 
Beetham 

Blake 

Bruce 

Cadman 

Cowan 

Dodson 

Fergus 

Fisher 

Fitzherbert 

Guinness 

Hobbs 

Hodgkinson 

Kerr 


Ates,  89. 
Levestam 
Macarthur 
Mackenzie,  M. 
Marchant 
McGregor 
Moat 
Monk 
O'Conor 
Ormond 
Parata 
Peacock 
Pearson 
Pyke 


Richardson,  G. 

Boss 

Russell 

Steward,  W.  3. 

S.-Menteath 

Tanner 

Thompson,  R. 

Valentino 

Whyte 

Wilson. 

Tellers. 
Buchanan 
Seymour. 


Noes,  25. 

Alien  Grey  Richardson,  E. 

Barron  Hislop  Stewart,  W.  D. 

Buxton  Joyce  Thompson,  T. 

Duncan  Kelly  Tumbull 

Feldwick  Lawry  Ward. 

Fish  Mackenzie,  T. 

Fitchett  Mills  Tellers. 

Fulton  Mitchelson        McKenzie,  J. 

Goldie  Newman  Reeves,  W.  P. 

Majority  for,  14. 

Words  inserted. 

Mr.  J.  McKKNZIE  moved.  That  the  claase 
be  erased. 
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The   Committee   divided   on  the  queBtion, 
"  That  the  clause  be  retained." 


Allen 
Barron 

Beetham 

Blake 

Bruce 

Buchanan 

Cadman 

Cowan 

Dodaon 

Fisher 

Fitchett 

Fitzherbert 

Fulton 

Guumess 

Hislop 


Ate8,  43. 
Hobb» 
Hodgkinson 
Jones 
Kelly 
Kerr 
Lawry 
Levestam 
Macarthur 
Mackenzie,  T. 
McGregor 
Mitchelson 
Moat 
Monk 
Ormond 
Peacock 


Richardson,  G. 

Ross 

Russell 

Seymour 

Steward,  W.  3. 

S.-Menteath 

Thompson,  R. 

Thomp<9on,  T. 

Valentine 

Whyto 

Wilson. 

Tetters. 
Anderson 
Ward. 


Noes,  10. 
Buxton  Joyce  Tellers. 

Feldwiok  Parata  Duncan 

Ooldie  Smith  McKenzie,  3. 

Grey  Withy. 

Majority  lor,  83. 

Clause  retained. 

Clause  5. — Applicant  for  land  to  have  choice 
of  tenure. 

Mr.  3.  McKENZIE  moved,  That  only  one- 
third  of  available  lands  bo  open  for  sale  for 
cash. 

The  Committee  divided. 


Buxton 

Duncan 

Feldwick 

Fitchett 

Fitzherbert 

Goldie 

Grey 


Ayes,  20. 
Guinness 
Hutchison 
Jones 
Kelly 

Mackenzie,  T. 
Newman 
Parata 


Smith 

Thompson,  T. 
Wilson 
Withy. 

Tellers. 
McKenzie,  J. 
Reeves,  W.  P. 


Noes,  34. 
Anderson  Kerr  Steward,  W.  J. 

Beetham  Lawry  Stewart,  W.  D. 

Blake  Levestam  S.-Mentcath 

Buchanan  Macarthur         Tanner 

Cadman  McGregor  Thompson,  R. 

Cowan  Mitchelson         Valentine 

Dodson  Moat  Ward 

Fisher  Ormond  Whyte. 

Fulton  Richardson,  G. 

Hislop  Ross  Tellers. 

Hobbs  Russell  Barron 

Hodgkinson       Seymour  Peacock. 

Majority  against,  14. 

Amendment  negatived. 

Mr.  JONES  moved.  That  only  two-thirds  be 
saleable  for  cash. 

The  Committee  divided. 


Allen 

Buxton 

J>unoan 

Feldwick 

Praser 

.Grey 


Ayes,  15. 

Hutchison  Smith 

Moss  Thompson,  T. 
Perceval  Tellers. 

Reeves,  W.  F.  Jones 

Seddon  McKenzie,  J. 


Anderson 

Barron 

Beetham 

Bloke 

Bruce 

Buchanan 

Cadman 

Cowan 

Dodson 

Fisher 

Fitzherbert 

Fulton 

Grimmond 

Hobbs 

Hodgkinson 


Noes,  43. 
Izard 
Jackson 
Kelly 
Kerr 
Lamach 
Lawry 
Levestam 


Parata 

Peacock 

Pearson 

Richardson,  G. 

Ross 

Seymour 

Tanner 


Mackenzie,  M.  Thompson,  R. 
Mackenzie,  T.   Valentine 


Marchant  Ward 

McGregor  Wilson. 

Moat 

Monk  Tellers. 

Newman  Graham 

Ormond  Macarthur. 

Majority  against,  28. 
Amendment  negatived. 
Mr.  J.  McKENZIE  moved.  That  clause  5  be 
erased. 

The   Committee    divided   on  the  question, 
"  That  the  clause  be  retained." 


Anderson 

Barron 

Beetham 

Blake 

Bruce 

Buchanan 

Cadman 

Cowan 

Dodson 

Feldwick 

Fisher 

Fitzherbert 

Fulton 

Grimmond 

Hislop 


AvES,  42. 
Hobbs 
Hodgkinson 
Izard 
Jones 
Kelly 
Lamach 
Lawry 
Levestam 
Macarthur 
Mackenzie,  T. 
McGregor 
Moat 
Monk 
Newman 


Parata 

Peacock 

Pearson 

Richardson,  G. 

Ross 

Seymour 

Thompson,  R. 

Thompson,  T. 

Valentine 

Ward 

Wilson. 

Tellers. 
Graham 
Taimer, 


Buxton 
Duncan 
Grey 


Tellers. 
McKenzie,  J. 
Reeves,  W.  P. 


Noes,  7. 

Hutchison 
Smith. 

Majority  for,  35. 

Clause  agreed  to. 

Clause  7. — Definition  of  "  simultaneous  appli- 
cation" for  surveyed  land. 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE  moved  the  iiuertion  of 
the  words  "  and  unsurveyed." 

The  Committee  divided. 


Buxton 
Duncan 
Grey 
Kelly 


Anderson 

Barron 

Blake 

Bruce 

Buchanan 

Cadman 

Cowan 

Dodson 

Feldwick 

Fisher 


Ayes,  10. 
Mackenzie,  T. 
Reeves,  W.  P. 
Smith 
Thompson,  T. 

Noes,  87. 
Fitzherbert 
Fulton 
Graham 
Grimmond 
Hislop 
Hobbs 
Hodgkinson 
Izard 
Jones 
Lawry 


Tellers. 
Hutchison 
McKenzie,  J. 


Levestam 

Marchant 

McGregor 

Iiloat 

Monk 

Parata 

Peacock 

Pearson 

Richardson,  G. 

Ross 
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Seymoui  Word  Tellers. 

Tanner  Wilson.  Allen 

Valentine  Thompson,  B. 

Majority  against,  27. 

Amendment  negatived, 

Clause  10. — Limitation  of  cosh  purchases. 
No  person  to  select  more  than  640  acres  o{  first- 
class  land  and  2,000  acres  of  second-class  land 
in  any  land  district. 

Mr.  T.  MACKENZIE  moved,  That  the  words 
"six  hundred  and  forty"  be  struck  out,  with 
a  view  of  inserting  "five  hundred"  in  lieu 
thereof. 

The  Committee  divided  on  the  question, 
"  That  the  words  be  retained." 


Anderson 

Barron 

Beetham 

Blake 

Buchanan 

Dodson 

Fisher 

Fulton 

Graham 

Hislop 

Allen 

Bruce 

Cadman 

Duncan 

Feldwick 

Fraser 

Orimmond 

Hodgkinson 


Ayks,  27. 
Hobbs 
Jackson 
La  wry 
Levestam 
McGregor 
Sloat 
Peacock 
Pearson 
Richardson,  G. 

Noes,  21. 
Hutchison 
Izard 
Jones 
Kelly 
Marchant 
!McKenzie,  J. 
Monk 


Hogs 

Seymour 

Tanner 

Thompson,  B. 

Valentine 

Wilson. 

Tellers. 
Buxton 
Cowan. 


Parata 

Reeves,  W.  P. 
Smith 
Ward. 

Tellers. 
Fitzherbert 
Mackenzie,  T. 


Majority  for,  6. 


Words  retained. 
The   Committee  divided   on   the   question, 
"  That  the  clause  stand  part  of  the  Bill." 

Ayes,  36. 
Allen  Graham 

Anderson  Grimmond 

Barron  Hislop 

Blake  Hobbs 

Bruce  Hodgkinson 

Buchanan         Izard 
Cadman  Jones 

Cowan  Kelly 

Dodson  Lawry 

Feldwick  Levestam 

Fisher  Mackenzie,  T, 

Fitzherbert       McGregor 
Fulton 

Noes,  6. 
Buxton  Tellers. 

Hutchison  Duncan 

Beeves,  W.  P.  McKenzie,  J. 

Majority  for,  31. 
Clause  agreed  to. 

Clause  37.— Waste  Lands  Boards  abolished. 
Ur.  WABD  moved.  That  the  clause  be  post- 
poned. 
The  Committee  divided. 


Moat 

Parata 

Peacock 

Pearson 

Richardson,  G. 

Boss 

Seymour 

Tanner 

WiUon. 

Tellers. 
Valentine 
Ward. 


AvES,  17. 

Beefham 

Brace 

Cadman 

Bloke 

Buchanan 

Dnnoon 

Feldwick  Mackenzie,  T.  Biehardson,  G. 

Fitzherbert  McKenzie,  3.  Tellers. 

Jones  Moat  Smith 

Kelly  Beeves,  W.  P.    Ward. 

Noes,  20. 
Allen  Grimmond         Seymour 

Anderson  Hislop  Tanner 

Dodson  Jackson  Thompson,  R. 

Fisher  Lawry  Wilson. 

Fraser  Marchtmt  Tellers. 

Fulton  McGregor  Hobbs 

Graham  Monk  Valentine. 

Majority  against,  3. 

Motion  negatived. 

Mr.  W.  P.  BEEVES  moved.  That  progress 
be  reported. 

The  Committee  divided. 


Beetham 

Blake 

Buchanan 

Cadman 

Duncan 

Feldwick 

Fitzherbert 


Allen 

Anderson 

Fisher 

Grimmond 

Hislop 

Hobbs 


Ates,  20. 
Fraser 
Fulton 
Graham 
Jones 
Lawry 


McKenzie,  J. 
Moat 
Smith 
Ward. 

Tellers. 


Mackenzie,  T.  Kelly 
Marchant  Beeves,  W.  P. 

Noes,  IS. 
Jackson  Valentine 

Monk  Wilson. 

Richardson,  G.         Tellers. 
Seymour  McGregor 

Tanner  Thompson,  B. 


Majority  for,  5. 

Progress  reported. 

On  the  motion.  That  the  House  do  now  ad- 
journ, 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE  said,— I  wish  to  take  thia 
opportunity  of  stating  my  opinion  of  the  action 
of  the  Government  during  the  night  that  has 
just  passed, — for  now  we  have  it  broad  day- 
light. This  Bill,  which  we  have  been  discussing 
aU  night,  was  reported  from  the  Waste  Lands 
Committee  at  three  o'clock  on  Thursday  after- 
noon. The  House,  at  its  rising  on  Thursday, 
adjourned  till  eleven  o'clock  on  Friday  morn- 
ing, this  Bill  wsd  put  into  Committee  at  half- 
past  two  o'clock,  and  here  we  have  been  ever 
since  discussing  it.  That  is  the  way  that  the 
Bill  has  been  forced  through,  although  it  ha» 
only  been  distributed  after  being  reprinted  an 
hour  or  two  before  we  went  into  Committee 
on  it. 

Mr.  SPEAEEB.— The  honourable  gentleman 
must  not  refer  to  past  debates  on  the  motion 
for  adjourning  the  House. 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE.— I  want  to  refer  t» 
matters  which  took  place  in  Committee. 

Mr.  SPEAKEB.— The  honourable  gentleman 
will  not  be  in  order  in  doing  that  at  the  present 
time,  but  will  be  when  the  Land  Bill  is  further 
considered. 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE.— Well,  I  will  confine  my- 
self to  the  question  of  the  adjournment  of  th» 
House,  and  I  mean  to  take  action  which  will 
show  the  i>eople  of  the  oolony  how  many  of 
the  members  whom  they  send  here  stiok  to 
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their  duty  in  the  House.  We  have  been  dis- 
oassing  a  question  of  the  most  vital  importance 
to  the  colony,  and  it  is  only  right  that  the 
people  of  the  colony  should  know  who  are  here 
on  this  occasion.  Therefore  I  shall  call  for  a 
division,  so  that  it  may  be  shown  who  are 
hero. 

Mr.  IIONK. — I  wish  to  call  the  attention  of 
the  House  and  the  country  to  the  fact  that 
some  honourable  gentlemen  have  been  strenu- 
ously exerting  themselves  during  the  night 
upon  matters  in  which  they  are  personally  in- 
terested— striving  to  preserve  institutions  from 
which  they  derive  large  fees,  and  for  which  the 
country  is  of  opinion  that  it  has  received  no 
adequate  compensation. 

Mr.  B.  THOMPSON.— And  I  should  like  to 
remark  that,  had  it  not  been  for  the  opposi- 
tion of  honourable  members  who  are  members 
of  Land  Boards,  the  business  of  the  Committee 
coald  have  been  got  through  long  before  this. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— The  honourable  member  is 
out  of  order,  in  discussing  the  question  of  the 
adjournment  of  the  House,  to  allude  to  matters 
which  have  occurred  in  Committee  on  the 
Land  Bill. 

Mr..R.  THOMPSON.— I  think  I  am  in  order 
in  placing  on  record  the  reasons  why  we  have 
been  kept  here. 

Mr.  SX'EAKER. — ^No ;  you  are  referring  to 
matters  with  which  we  have  nothing  to  do 
now,  when  the  business  is  tlie  adjournmont  of 
the  House.  On  Monday,  when  the  Bill  comes 
up  again,  will  be  the  proper  time  for  such 
observations  as  yon  are  now  making. 

Mr.  WARD. — I  think  it  is  much  to  be  re- 
gretted that  the  honourable  member  for  Wai- 
temata  should  have  made  the  general  allusions 
of  the  kind  he  has  thought  proper  to  moke, 
and  which  are  calculated  to  do  a  great  deal 
of  harm.  I  think  the  honourable  gentleman 
should  have  stated  to  whom  he  was  referring. 
I  have  token  part  in  the  debate  in  Committee, 
and  I  desire  to  say  that  I  am  not  connected 
with  a  Waste  Lands  Board,  and  never  have 
been. 

Mr.  MONK. — I  did  not  allude  to  the  honour- 
able member  for  Awarua. 

Mr.  W.  P.  REEVES.— I,  like  the  honour- 
able member  for  Awarua,  regret  the  remark 
which  was  mode  by  the  honourable  member 
for  Waitemata;  but  I  trust  that  the  honourable 
member  for  Waihemo  will  push  this  matter  to 
a  division,  so  that  we  may  express  our  opinion 
on  the  state  of  the  House.  There  can  be  no 
doubt  that  this  is  by  for  the  most  important 
measure  of  this  session,  and  that  it  is  being 
considered  in  a  House  such  as  I  now  see  be- 
fore me  shows  that  honourable  members  are 
not  attending  to  their  duty  in  the  matter.  No 
measure  of  policy  which  has  been  brought  down 
this  session 

Mr.  SPEAKER.  —  I  ho^e  the  honourable 
gentleman  will  not  proceed  in  his  references  to 
the  Bill.  An  order  lias  been  made  as  to  when 
the  Bill  shall  come  on  again  for  oonsideration, 
and  I  cannot  permit  the  Bill  to  be  discussed 
now. 

Mr.  HOBBS.— I  wish  to  say  that  it  is  well 

TOIk  LIX.-S5. 


known  that,  although  many  members  are 
away,  they  paired  on  the  Bill,  or  on  particular 
clauses  of  the  Bill,  and  so  have  expressed  their 
opinion.  I  do  not  see  why  there  should  be  a 
complaint  about  the  condition  of  the  House. 
Honourable  gentlemen  have  paired,  and  the 
pairs  will  be  recorded  in  Hansard, 

Mr.  T.  MACKENZIE.— I  hope  wo  shall  not 
continue  this  debate,  and  I  can  see  no  reason 
why  reflections  should  bo  cast  upon  members 
who  have  been  present  here  attending  to  theit 
duties  all  night. 

Mr.  DUNCAN.— I  should  like  to  call  your 
attention,  Sir,  to  an  expression  used  by  the 
honourable  member  for  Waitemata.  I  think 
it  must  have  escaped  your  attention  at  the 
time,  or  you  would  have  checked  him. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.- 1  did  not  hear  what  the 
honourable  gentleman  said. 

Mr.  DUNCAN. — I  am  not  going  to  repeat 
what  he  said,  if  ho  will  re-state  it  himself.  I 
would  prefer  chat  he  s'.iould  say  again  what  he 
said  previously,  and  then  he  could  not  accuse 
me  of  misquoting  him. 

Mr.  MONK. — The  impression  which  I  wish  to 
convey  was  just  this :  that  the  night  has  been 
very  much  occupied  by  honourable  gentlemen 
debating  this  question  while  the  country  will 
regard  them  as  being  personally  and  pecuniarily 
interested  in  obstructing  some  of  the  pro- 
visions of  this  Bill. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.  —  Honourable  members 
have  a  right  to  discuss  matters  in  which  they 
may  be  pecuniarily  interested ;  but  they  are 
expected  to  abstain  from  voting,  or  they  may 
be  subjected  to  having  their  votes  disallowed, 
if  challenged. 

Mr.  DUNCAN.— Well,  I  think  the  honourable 
member  for  Waitemata  should  have  left  that 
unsaid.  He  has  not  told  us  all  ho  said  pre- 
viously, either.  He  stated  before  that  honour- 
able members  had  drawn  a  lot  of  money  from 
the  country  that  they  had  not  given  adequate 
services  for. 

Mr.  MONK.— I  admit  all  that.  I  wanted  to 
confirm  my  previous  remark ;  but  I  put  it  in 
another  form. 

Mr.  DUNCAN. — As  far  as  I  am  concerned, 
no  one  con  accuse  me  of  delaying  the  House. 
I  do  not  believe  that  I  have  occupied  the  time 
five  minutes  all  night.  I  would  just  refer  to 
the  remark  made  by  the  honourable  member 
for  the  Bay  of  Islands.  He  says  that  honour- 
able members  are  all  paired ;  but  I  do  not 
think  he  knows  anything  about  it.  I  now  ask 
him  how  many  are  paired,  and  he  cannot  tell 
me.  That  is  just  like  many  of  the  rambling 
statements  of  the  honourable  gentleman,  for 
which  he  has  no  foundation  in  fact. 

Mr.  HOBBS. — If  the  honourable  gentleman 
will  ask  the  whips  ho  will  see. 

Mr.  VALENTINE.  —  I  simply  wish  to  say 
that  I  am  not  one  of  those  individuals  to  whom 
the  honourable  member  for  Waitemata  refers. 
I  have  sat  here  all  night  expressly  for  the  pur- 
pose of  saying  a  few  words  on  this  particular 
clause 

Mr.  SPEAKER. — I  hope  honourable  mem- 
bers will  beat  in  mind  the  ruling  I  have  given. 
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I  cannot  permit  this  matter  of  the  proceedings 
in  Committee  on  the  Land  Bill  to  be  debated 
now  on  the  motion  for  atfjoumment  of  the 
House. 

Mr.  JONES.— Slay  I  say  that  I  think  thatno 
honourable  member  should  make  such  serious 
reflections  upon  those  who  have  taken  a  part 
in  discussing  this  Bill  ?  I  have  been  taking  my 
part  in  it,  but  certainly  I  do  not  belong  to 
a  Waste  Lands  Board,  and  I  have  no  personal 
interest  in  the  matter. 

Mr.  MARCHANT.— Sir,  it  is  now  five  o'clock 
in  the  morning,  and  after  sitting  up  all  night 
and  doing  good  work  we  should  now  bo  getting 
home.  Perhaps  in  the  earlier  part  of  the 
evening  there  was  some  time  wasted,  but  for 
several  hours  everything  has  gone  very  smoothly, 
and  I  hope  we  shall  have  no  more  of  these  per- 
sonal reflections  to  disturb  the  good  feeling 
that  has  been  prevailing. 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE.— After  what  the  honour- 
able member  for  Waitemata  said,  I  must  pro- 
test  

Mr.  SPEAKEB.— If  I  had  heard  the  honour- 
able member  use  unparliamentary  language  I 
should  have  called  him  to  order,  but,  it  having 
gone  by,  it  caimot  now  be  referred  to. 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE.— Sir,  I  was  only  about 
to  say  one  word,  and 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— The  honourable  gentleman 
has  already  spoken. 

Mr.  BLAKE. — Sir,  I  do  not  think  we  need 
discuss  the  Land  Board  question  any  more  at 
tliis  hour.  I  am  not  a  member  of  a  Land 
Board,  and  therefore  anything  that  has  been 
said  does  not  apply  to  mo,  but  I  think  it  is 
high  time  we  let  the  subject  rest  and  got  home 
to  bed. 


The  House  divided  on  the  question, ' 
the  House  do  now  adjourn." 


That 


Ayeb,  14. 

Blake 

Hislop 

Valentine 

Cad  man 

Jackson 

Ward. 

Fraser 

Jones 

Tellers. 

Grimmond 

Moat 

Buchanan 

Hamlin 

Richardson,  G 
Noes,  12. 

Marohant. 

Allen 

Mackenzie,  T. 

Thompson,  B. 

Anderson 

McGregor 

TelUrt. 

Duncan 

Monk 

Feldwick 

Fitzherbert 

Beeves,  W.  P. 

McKenzie,  J. 

Hobbs 

Majority  for,  i 

. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

The  House 

adjourned  at  five  minutes  past 

five  o'clock  a.m. 

HOUSE    OF   EEPBESENTATIVES. 

Saturday,  10th  December,  1887. 

Second  Readings— Third  Beadlngs— Waimea  River- 
works  Bill— waitotara  Election— AnstraUan  Cen- 
tenary—Cbristchurch  District  Drainage  Bill  (No. 
8)— Order  of  Basiness— Otago  Central  Railway 
Extension  and  Construction  Bill  —  Fair  Bent 

Mr.  Speaker 


Bill  —  Knmo  and  Kawakawa  Railways  Connec- 
tion and  Coustructiou  Bill— Count-oat. 


Mr.  Speakeb  took  the  chair  at  ten  o'clock. 
Pray£B8. 

SECOND  BEADINGS. 
Invercargiil  Waterworks  Reserve  Bill,  Christ- 
church  District  Drainage  Bill  (No.  2),  Nelson 
Foreshore  Reserve  Bill,  Opunake  Harbour 
Board  Bill,  Wairoa  Harbour  Endowment  and 
Borrowing  Bill,  Waimea  Riverworks  Bill. 

THIRD  READINGS. 
Wairarapa  North  County  Council  Empower- 
ing Bill,  Otago  Harbour  Board  Bill,  Pukekohe 
Borough  Bill,  Gisbome  Harbour  Board  Bill, 
Invercargiil  Watenvorks  Reserve  Bill. 

WAIMEA  RIVERWORKS  BILL. 

IN   COUMITTEE. 

Major  ATKINSON  moved.  That  progress  be 
reported. 
The  Committee  divided. 


Allen 

Anderson 

Atkinson 

Beetham 

Bruce 

Cowan 

Fergus 

Graham 

Hislop 

Hobbs 

Blake 

Cadman 

Feldwiok 

Fish 

Grey 

Grimmond 

Guinness 

Hutchison 


Ates,  27. 
Lawry 

Mackenzie,  M. 
McGregor 
Moat 
Monk 
Newman 
Ormond 
Peacock 
Rhodes 

Noes,  23. 
Joyce 
Kerr 
Lance 
Levestam 
tiarchant 
tIcKenzie,  3. 
Mills 
Moss 


S.-Menteath 
Taiwhanga 
Tanner 
Thompson,  R. 
Thompson,  T. 
Valentine. 

TeUers. 
Barron 
Fulton. 


Beeves,  B.  H.  J. 
Samuel 
Steward,  W.  J. 
Stewart,  W.  D. 
Watrl. 

Tellers. 
Fitchett 
Seddon. 


Majority  for,  4. 
Motion  agreed  to,  and  progress  reported. 

WAITOTABA  ELECTION. 
Mr.  SPEAKER.  — I  have  received  b  letter 
from  the  Chief  Justice  on  the  election  petition, 
just  tried,  which  I  will  read  to  the  House.   It  is 
as  follows: — 

"Judges'  Chambers,  Wellington, 

"  10th  December,  1887. 
"  Sib, — I  have  the  honour  to  forward  to  yon 
the  certificate  of  the  Judges  appointed  to  try 
a  petition  presented  against  the  election  of 
George  Hutchison  as  a  member  of  the  House 
of  Representatives  for  the  Waitotara  Electoral 
District. — I  have,  &c., 

"James  Pbekdeboast. 
"  Hon.  Sir  G.  M.  O'Rorke,  Speaker  of 

the  House  of  Representatives." 
The  following  is  the  certificate  which  accom- 
panies the  letter : — 
"  To  the  Hon.  the  Speaker  of  the  House  of 

Representatives. 
"  We,  the  undersigned,  two  of  the  Judges  of 
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the  Supreme  C!oart  appointed  to  try  an  election 
petition  presented  by  John  Bryce,  David  Peat, 
And  Joe  Reginald  Somerville  against  George 
Hutchison,  who  had  bean  elected  to  serve  as  a 
member  of  the  House  of  Bepresentatives  for 
the  Electoral  District  of  Waitotara,  having  duly 
tried  the  said  petition,  do  hereby  certify  our 
'determination  that  the  said  George  Hutchison 
vras  duly  elected. 

"  And  whereas  in  the  said  petition  charges 
were  made  of  divers  corrupt  and  illegal  prac- 
tices alleged  to  have  been  committed  at  the 
election  referred  to  in  such  petition,  we  do 
hereby  report  as  follows,  that  is  to  say, — 

"  That  no  corrupt  or  illegal  practice  has  been 
proved  to  have  been  committed  by,  or  with 
the  knowledge  or  consent  of,  the  said  George 
Hutchison : 

"That  the  said  George  Hntchison  has  not 
been  guilty,  by  his  agents,  of  any  corrupt  or 
illegal  practice  in  reference  to  such  election : 

"  That  there  is  no  reason  to  believe  that 
corrupt  or  illegal  practices  have  extensively 
prevailed  at  the  said  election. 

"In  witness  whereof  we  have  hereunto  sot 
our  hands  this  tenth  day  of  December,  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  eighty-seven. 
"James  Prexdeboast. 
"Joshua  Strange  Williams." 

Major  ATKINSON.— I  have  to  move.  That 
the  certificate  be  entered  in  the  Journals  of  the 
House. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

AUSTR.'i.LIAN  CKNTENARY. 
Mr.  SPI5AKER.— I  have  to  inform  the  House 
that  I  have  received,  from  the  Speaker  of  the 
Legislative  Assembly  of  New  South  Wales,  the 
following  telegram :  — 
*'  The  SjMjaker,  House  of  Representatives, 
"  Wellington. 
"  Have  the  goodness  to  inform  honourable 
members  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of 
New  Zealand  that  invitations  for  the   State 
banquet  to  bo  given  in  this  city  on  tho  26th 
January  next,  in  celebration  of  the  first  one 
hundred  years  of  Australian  settlement,  will  be 
sent  to  each  of  them. 

"  James  Henby  YouJto, 
"  Speaker,  Legislative  Assembly. 
"  Sydney,  9th  December,  1887." 

Major  ATKINSON.— With  the  permission  of 
the  House,  I  will  move,  in  regard  to  the  message 
just  read.  That  Mr.  Speaker  be  requested  to 
convey  to  the  Speaker  of  the  Legislative  Assem- 
bly of  New  South  Wales  the  thanks  of  the 
members  of  this  House  for  his  invitation  to 
the  State  banquet  at  Sydney  on  the  26th  Janu- 
ary next,  in  celebration  of  the  centenary  of 
Australian  settlement. 

Mr.  R.  H.  J.  REEVES.— While  on  that  sub- 
ject, as  this  is  an  event  which,  of  course,  only 
occurs  once  in  one  hundred  years,  I  wish  to  ask 
if  the  Government  will  place  the  services  of  the 
steamer  "  Hinemoa"  at  the  disposal  of  honour- 
able members. 

Major  ATKINSON.— There  are  very  excellent 
boats  provided  by  the  Union  Company  that  go 


over  regularly — in  fact,  they  are  the  finest  in 
the  colony;  and  I  have  no  doubt  that  those 
honourable  gentlemen  who  desire  to  be  present 
— and  I  hope  there  will  be  many  of  them — will 
be  only  too  delighted  to  go  at  their  own  cost. 

Mr.  TAYLOR. — I  hope  there  will  be  no  vote 
passed  in  the  direction  of  assisting  members  to 
go  over.  They  ought  to  be  prepared  to  pay 
their  way  over,  seeing  the  present  state  of  the 
colony. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

CHRI3TCHURCH    DI.STRICT    DRAINAGE 
BILL  (No.  2). 

On  the  motion  for  tlie  third  reading  of  this 
Bill, 

Mr.  TAYLOR  said  he  had  had  no  opportunity 
of  speaking  on  this  Bill  before,  in  consequence 
of  the  action  of  tho  Government ;  and  he  trusted 
that  when  the  Bill  reached  another  place  that 
branch  of  the  Legislature  would  do  their  duty 
to  the  country  and  throw  it  out.  This  was  a 
Bill  to  legalise  an  illegal  borrowing  of  money  on 
tho  part  of  the  Christchurch  Drainage  Board. 
He  was  exceedingly  sorry  that  tho  Bill  had  been 
dealt  with  this  session,  because  it  was  a  very 
great  injury  to  the  ratepayers  throughout  the 
colony,  not  only  on  account  of  the  vicious  ex- 
ample which  hod  been  sot  by  allowing  the 
Board  to  get  into  debt  and  then,  together  with 
the  banks,  which  lent  the  money  knowing  they 
had  no  authority  in  law  to  do  so,  to  come  to 
the  House  and  get  whitewashed ;  but  it  meant 
also  taxing  tho  ratepayers  of  the  colony  with- 
out their  sanction.  He  hoped  honourable 
gentlemen  would  understand  that.  If  honour- 
able members  would  look  at  the  Act  of  1875 
they  would  find  that  all  the  necessary  powers 
required  by  the  Board  were  given  there. 

Mr.  FISH  quite  agreed  with  every  word 
which  had  fallen  from  the  honourable  member 
for  Sydenham.  He  thought  the  Bill  proposed 
to  do  a  thing  which  was  most  improper  and 
unheard-of.  So  far  as  he  understood,  it  sought 
to  give  power  to  a  bank  to  do  a  thing  which  he 
had  never  seen  done  by  a  bank  or  institution 
before.  The  Bill  appeared  to  be  an  undesirable 
one,  and  therefore  he  would  move.  That  it  be 
read  a  third  time  that  day  three  months.  This 
showed  the  impolicy  of  allowing  Bills  to  be 
rushed  through  in  the  hurried  manner  in  which 
this  one  had  been.  If  he  hod  known  the  posi- 
tion he  should  have  opposed  the  Bill  in  Com- 
mittee. A  few  days  ago  honourable  members 
were  under  the  impression  that  these  Bills  had 
not  the  slightest  chance  of  coming  on  again 
this  session,  and  therefore  they  did  not  avail 
themselves  of  tho  opportunity  of  looking  into 
the  Bill  as  they  would  otherwise  have  done. 
This  Bill  proposed  to  give  some  extraordinary 
powers  to  a  banking  institution — powers  which, 
in  his  opinion,  should  not  be  granted. 

Dr.  PITCHETT  would  second  the  amend- 
ment. He  had  no  idea,  when  the  Bill  was  in 
Committee,  that  it  was  for  so  extraordinary 
a  purpose  as  had  been  stated  —  namely,  to 
legalise  retrospectively  what  originally  was 
illegal.  The  Bill  as  originally  drawn  was  ex- 
plicitly in  {avooi  of  the  bank,  and  subsequently 
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there  had  been  added  the  words  "  no  other 
creditor."  These  words  were  superfluous,  for 
the  "  creditor  "  must  be  a  legal  creditor;  and  he 
would  have  the  power  to  appoint  a  "receiver" 
conferred  by  the  original  Act ;  so  that  this  was 
a  Bill  to  benefit  tbe  bank  alone.  It  gave  a  sort 
of  precedent  to  any  banker  or  money-lender 
of  influence  to  override  the  provisions  of  the 
Act — to  lend  moneys,  and  so  enable  a  Board  or 
other  body  to  incur  liabilities,  with  a  sort  of 
assurance  that  it  could  come  here  and  legalise 
the  thing  by  an  Act  such  as  this.  He  had  sup- 
ported the  Bill  before  in  utter  ignorance  of  the 
real  position. 

Sir.  \V.  D.  STE\YART  said,  as  he  happened 
to  have  special  knowledge  of  this  matter,  being 
Chairman  of  the  Local  Bills  Committee  which 
considered  this  measure,  ho  thought  it  only  fair 
to  the  honourable  gentleman  in  charge  of  the 
Bill  to  state  what  he  knew  of  it.  Before  this 
Bill  was  introduced  there  had  been  no  power 
possessed  by  a  creditor  of  the  Drainage  Board  of 
appointing  a  receiver  at  all — a  power  which  was 
common  to  municipal  bodies  and  Boad  Boards. 
Therefore  this  Drainage  Board  could  not  get 
credit,  so  to  speak,  to  the  same  amount  as 
ordinary  municipal  bodies  and  Road  Boards. 
The  Drainage  Board,  at  the  instigation,  pro- 
bably, of  some  of  the  creditors,  possibly  the 
bank,  found  it  necessary  to  apply  for  the  ordi- 
nary powers  possessed  by  other  bodies.  The 
Bill  was  introduced  for  that  purpose ;  but  it 
seemed  to  him  to  limit  the  right  too  much  in 
favour  of  the  bonk,  so  the  Bill  was  altered  in 
order  to  give  all  creditors  the  same  pow^r. 
He  undei-stood  that  the  bank  was  likely  to  be 
the  only  creditor,  because  all  the  other  debts 
were  floating  debts,  and  were  likely  to  be  paid 
off  at  once.  It  was  obvious  that  the  bank,  if 
it  found  this  security  taken  away  from  it, 
would  not  advance  the  money  which  the  Drain- 
age Board  ie(juired.  Unless  the  power  pro- 
posed to  be  given  in  the  Bill  was  granted  the 
bank  would  take  np  this  position:  "We  are 
under  no  obligation  to  make  advances,  and 
we  shall  not  make  advances  if  we  are  ham- 
pered in  the  matter  of  getting  security." 
The  bank  was  the  only  creditor,  so  far  as  he 
could  see,  which  would  ask  for  the  appoint- 
ment of  a  receiver.  Subsection  (8)  of  section  2 
stated,  "  All  moneys  received  by  the  receiver 
shall  be  applied  as  follows ;"  and  then  part  (c) 
of  the  clause  said,  "  In  payment  of  all  debts 
due  and  payable  by  the  Board  at  the  date  of 
tbe  appointment  of  the  receiver;"  and  the 
receiver,  under  section  6,  was  not  discharged 
from  his  responsibility  until  he  had  satisfied 
all  the  debts  owing  by  the  Drainage  Board. 
Ho  really  thought  a  very  great  injustice  would 
be  done  if  this  Bill  were  not  allowed  to  pass. 
He  understood  that  the  Drainaje  Board  itself 
wanted  an  alteration  of  section  3,  and  for  this 
reason :  that  they  might  be  able  to  go  to  the 
bank  and  say,  "  We  want  an  overdraft  of 
£7,000 ; "  and  tbey  would  thus  get  it  on  better 
terms  than  they  otherwise  would.  The  honour- 
able member  for  Dunedin  South  was  probably 
not  aware  that  formerly  the  Board  had  au- 
thority to  obtain  advances  to  the  extent  of  its 
X>r.  Fitchett 


current  revenue — which  was  £20,000 — and  here 
it  was  limited  to  the  amount  of  £7,000. 

Dr.  FITCHETT  said  it  was  to  be  regretted 
that  the  honourable  gentleman  in  charge  of 
the  Bill  did  not  correct  the  statement  made  by 
the  honourable  member  for  Sydenham.  Hia 
(Dr.  Fitchett's)  sole  reason  for  seconding  tlie 
amendment  was  that  he  understood  the  Bill 
was  a  Bill  to  legalise  expenditure  that  was 
illegal.  As  this  was  not  so,  he  would  support 
the  third  reading. 

The  House  divided  on  the  question,  "  That 
the  Bill  bo  read  a  third  time." 


Ayes,  30. 

Allen 

Hislop 

Steward,  W.  3. 

Anderson 

Hobbs 

Taiwhanga 

Atkinson 

Lance 

Tanner 

Barron 

La  wry 

Thompson,  R. 

Beetham 

Mackenzie,  M 

Valentine 

Bruce 

Mackenzie,  T. 

Vogel 

Cowan 

McGregor 

Whyte. 

Fergus 

Mills 

Fitchett 

Moat 

Tellers. 

Grinimond 

Peacock 

Rhodes 

Hamlin 

Ross 

NoKS,  8. 

Stewort,  W.  D 

Fulton 

Ormond 

Tellers. 

Marchant 

Richardson,  G 

.Fish 

Newman 

Ward. 

Taylor. 

Majority  for,  22. 

Bill  read  a  third  time. 

ORDER  OF  BUSINESS. 

Major  jVTKINSON.  —  I  beg  to  move  the- 
motion  standing  in  my  name,  and,  if  the  House 
see  fit  to  carry  the  motion,  I  will  afterwards 
propose  that  the  Kamo  and  Kawakawa  Rail- 
ways Connection  and  Construction  Bill  be  post- 
poned till  after  the  consideration  of  the  Otago 
Central  Railway  Extension  and  Construction 
Bill. 

Motion  made,  and  question  proposed,  "  That 
the  orders  of  the  day  preceding  the  Kamo  and 
Kawakawa  Railways  Connection  and  Construc- 
tion Bill  and  the  Otago  Central  Railway  Ex- 
tension and  Construction  Bill  be  postponed,  in 
order  to  proceed  to  the  consideration  of  tlioso 
Bills."— fifon.  Major  Atkinson.) 

Mr.  HOBBS.— I  simply  wish  to  say  that  I 
not  only  have  no  objection  whatever  to  the 
course  proposed,  but,  on  the  contrary,  should  bo 
very  glad  to  give  way  to  the  honourable  gentle- 
man in  charge  of  the  Otago  Central  Railway- 
Extension  and  Construction  Bill,  so  that  that 
measure  might  be  proceeded  with  first,  the 
promoter  being  anxious  to  get  the  Bill  through. 
I  have  therefore  great  pleasure  in  waiving  my 
right. 

Sir  G.  GREY.— I  now  beg  to  move  the 
amendment  to  the  motion  of  the  Premier 
standing  in  my  name,  as  follows:  That  Nos. 
37,  39,  40,  46,  on  the  Order  Paper  of  the  gth 
December  be  taken  into  consideration  at  eleven 
o'clock  this  day,  in  the  order  in  which  they 
stand  on  the  Order  Paper  of  Friday,  the  9th 
December.  Taking  to-day's  Order  Paper,  I 
move  the  numbers  10  and  12  on  the  Order 
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Paper,  the  first  being  a  Bill  to  provide  for  the 
acquisition  of  freehold  tenure,  and  the  second 
a  Bill  to  provide  for  fixing  fair  rents  to  be  paid 
by  occupiers  of  public  lands.  I  may  say  I 
have  had  no  opportunity  of  bringing  forward 
a  single  measure  or  motion  this  session,  and  I 
think  that  the  House  will  admit  that  I  have 
done  nothing  to  forfeit  a  right  of  this  kind. 
Oreat  misfortunes  have  been  entailed  on  those 
in  whose  favour  I  move  the  Bills,  and  which 
these  measures  will  be  the  mecms  of  removing. 
I  ask  that  the  House  should  do  justice  to  an 
old  member.  I  do  not  think  it  fair  that  the 
Premier  should  have  placed  in  his  hands  the 
power  of  inflicting  a  punishment  of  this  kind 
upon  me,  and  of  giving  a  reward  of  the  kind  he 
is  about  to  give  to  others.  What  I  have  done 
to  deserve  this  punishment  I  cannot  say  ;  but 
I  throw  myself  on  the  consicleration  of  honour- 
able members,  and  beg  them  not  to  treat  this 
subject  as  a  party  question,  as  it  is  one  justly 
for  the  consideration  of  the  whole  House. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— I  understand  the  honour- 
able gentleman  only  desires  to  move  in  refer- 
ence to  the  two  Bills  he  has  named. 

Sir  G.  GBEY. — Yes.  I  purposely  refrain 
from  dealing  with  the  others,  so  as  to  save  the 
time  of  the  House. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— In  that  case  it  would  be 
better  to  put  the  amendment  in  this  way : 
That  the  words  "Freehold  Tenure  Acquisition 
Bill  "  and  "  Pair  Rent  Bill  "  be  inserted  before 
the  words  "  Kamo  and  Kawakawa  Railways." 

Major  ATK:INSON.— It  the  honourable 
gentleman  wishes  to  do  so,  he  could  take  his 
other  Bills  after  these  two.  I  should  have  no 
objection  to  that  course.  For  my  part,  I  have 
no  objection,  either,'  to  Order  No.  11 — the  Law 
Practitioners  Bill — being  added  to  the  motion. 
Mr.  SAMIIEL.— I  shall  have  a  great  deal  of 
objection. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— Order,  order. 

Sir  G.  GREY.— Do  I  understand  this :  that, 

supposing  these  two  Bills  are  not  disposed  of 

to-day,  the  Premier  will  give  me  another  day  7 

Major  ATKINSON.— I  could  not  make  a 

promise  of  that  sort,  I  am  sorry  to  say. 

Sir  G.  GREY. — Then  it  is  impossible  for  me 
to  accept  this.  I  think  the  House  would  think 
that  I  should  be  degrading  myself  in  doing  so. 
I  ask  the  House  to  do  me  justice.  I  ask  no 
favour,  and  I  pray  the  House  not  to  be  led 
to  do  an  injustice  to  a  fellow-member  on  an 
occasion  like  this. 

Mr.  SPEAKER. — The  original  question  was. 
That  the  notice  on  the  Order  Paper  be  agreed 
to ;  since  which  it  has  been  moved,  as  an 
amendment.  That,  before  the  words  "  Kamo 
and  Kawakawa  Railways  Connection  and  Con- 
struction Bill,"  there  be  inserted  the  words 
«'  Freehold  Tenure  Acquisition  Bill  and  Fair 
Bent  Bill." 

Mr.  FISH.  —  I  submit  to  the  honourable 
member  for  Auckland  Central  that  he  might 
fairly  accept  the  ofier  of  the  Premier  in  this 
matter.  I  understand  the  honourable  member 
for  the  Bay  of  Islands  merely  wishes  to  get  the 
second  reading  of  his  Bill  and  the  Otago 
Central  Boilway  Extensioa  and  Construction 


Bill  through ;  so  that  there  is  plenty  of  time 
to  do  that  to-day. 

Mr.  SAMUEL. — I  agree  with  the  honourable 
member  who  last  spoke.  I  hope  the  honour- 
able member  for  Auckland  Central  will  allow 
his  Fair  Rent  Bills  to  come  on  after  the  other 
two.  Although  they  are  not  local  Bills,  they 
are  Bills  which  people  are  clamouring  to  have 
passed.  I  would  also  mention  that  in  my  case  I 
am  giving  up  something  for  the  convenience  of 
honourable  members.  I  have  a  Divorce  Ex- 
tension Bill,  a  Bill  of  very  great  importance 
indeed,  and  looked  forward  to  by  thousands  of 
people  in  the  colony  with  considerable  expecta- 
tions ;  but  I  am  willing  to  omit  a  purposeless 
discussion  on  that  Bill  in  order  to  have  these 
other  important  measures  discussed  and  pos- 
sibly passed. 

Sir  J.  VOGEL. — I  have  been  looking  at  the 
two  Bills  the  honourable  member  for  Aucklsmd 
Central  asks  to  have  considered,  and  I  have 
come  to  the  conclusion,  as  regards  both  of  them, 
that  it  is  desirable  they  should  be  proceeded 
with ;  and,  as  regards  one  of  them,  it  seems  to 
me  that  the  House  is  bound  to  proceed  with  it, 
unless  it  determines  not  to  proceed  with  the 
West  Coast  Reserves  Bill.  The  Fair  Rent 
Bill  is  a  Bill  to  enable  relief  to  be  given  to 
those  who  are  paying  larger  rents  than  they 
can  afFord  to  pay.  I  have  over  and  over  again 
asserted  in  this  House  that  tbe  time  would 
oome  when  application  would  be  made  to  the 
Government  for  relief  by  a  large  number  of 
tenants  of  the  Crown  and  other  persons  under 
arrangements  with  the  Government.  That  time 
has  come  more  quickly  than  I  anticipated.  We 
now  find  that  the  perpetual-lease  system  is  no 
more  perpetual  than  other  things  which  are 
supposed  to  be  perpetual,  and  already  proposals 
are  made  for  exchanging  perpetual  leases  for 
other  tenures.  The  present  position  is  this: 
that  the  Government  now  exercise  all  sorts  of 
discretions,  and  are  plsbced  in  a  position  to  exer- 
cise privileges  in  a  manner  perfectly  unconsti- 
tutional, and  destructive  of  the  good  govern- 
ment of  the  country.  It  is  quite  true  that  the 
same  state  of  things  existed  during  my  time, 
and  it  is  equally  true  that  I  very  much  disap- 
proved of  it.  At  the  present  time  there  are 
thousands  and  thousands  of  pounds  owing  to 
the  Government,  and  it  entirely  dejpcnds  upon 
the  action  of  the  Government  in  instructing 
the  local  Boards  whether  the  moneys  are  to 
be  recovered  or  the  persons  are  to  remain 
owing  the  money.  That  is  a  vast  discretion, 
and  such  a  privilege  is  destructive  of  proper 
government.  I  do  not  say  that  this  Govern- 
ment, any  more  than  the  late  Government, 
will  use  the  power  in  a  corrupt  manner ;  but  I 
say  that  such  a  thing  is  exceedingly  improper ; 
and,  OS  the  honourable  member  at  the  head  of 
the  Government  has  come  down  with  a  measure 
for  giving  the  people  of  his  own  district  the 
means  of  reducing  the  demands  upon  them  by 
the  West  Coast  Reserves  Bill,  he  has  no  right 
to  deal  in  so  partial  a  manner  with  persons 
under  obligations  to  the  Crown  as  not  to  allow 
the  same  thing  all  over  the  colony.  Therefore  I 
am  decidedly  of  opinion  that  either  we  should 
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postpone — and  I  think  it  would  be  possible  to 
postpone — giving  relief  to  the  West  Coast  re- 
serves tenants,  or  else  we  should  do  the  thing 
completely  and  apply  it  all  over  the  country. 
I  am  not  prepared  to  say  that  all  the  provi- 
sions of  the  honourable  gentleman's  Bill  are 
judiciously  framed,  especially  that  one  which 
selects  the  Judges  of  the  Supreme  Court  to  act 
in  this  Court,  for  I  am  afraid  that  the  Judges 
have  not  time  to  devote  to  the  duties.  But 
that  is  a  Committee  matter.  In  my  own 
opinion,  if  we  have  to  spend  the  whole  of  this 
day  up  to  a  very  late  hour  to  find  means  by 
which  persons  under  obligations  to  the  Crown 
for  their  occupation  of  lands,  whether  as  de- 
ferred-payment settlers,  as  Crown  tenants,  or 
as  pastoral  tenants,  should  be  given  relief,  we 
should  not  grudge  the  sacrifice  of  this  leisure- 
day.  As  regwrds  the  Freehold  Tenure  Bill,  it  does 
not  appear  to  me  to  be  so  imperative  as  this 
other  measure,  especially  as  the  Land  Bill  pro- 
ceeds in  some  degree  in  that  direction.  The 
question  now  comes  as  to  whether  we  should 
consider  these  Bills  before  the  Bills  for  the 
Otago  Central  and  Kawakawa  railways.  For 
my  part,  I  believe  those  Bills  are  exceedingly 
admirable  and  important ;  and,  as  honourable 
members  have  agreed  to  sacrifice  their  liberty 
to-day  to  consider  these  measures,  I  think  that 
we  can  consider  the  whole  four  Bills,  and  I 
should  like  to  see  them  passed  through.  If 
honourable  members  hold  to  that  view,  I  think 
it  makes  very  little  difference  in  what  order 
they  are  taken.  Supposing  the  honourable 
member  for  Auckland  Central  assents  to  his 
Bills  being  taken  after  the  other  two  Bills,  will 
the  honourable  member  at  the  head  of  the 
Government  undertake  to  keep  the  House  ? — 
because  if  he  does  not  undertake  to  keep  the 
House  it  is  simply  deceiving  the  honourable 
member  for  Auckland  Central  to  propose  to 
take  his  two  Bills  after  the  other  two.  If  the 
Government  undertake  to  keep  a  House — and 
I  think  that  is  a  thing  the  Government  might 
well  undertake  to  do — it  is  of  no  consequence 
in  which  order  the  measures  are  taken. 

Major  ATKINSON.— The  (5overument  cannot 
pledge  themselves  to  the  honourable  gentleman 
at  all.  The  honourable  gentleman  seems  to 
change  from  side  to  side  in  any  way  that  suits 
him,  and  it  is  evident  to  the  House  what  his 
object  is.  I  cannot  at  all  give  in  to  him  in 
this  matter. 

Mr.  FULTON. — I  quite  approve  of  the  prin- 
ciple of  the  Bill  which  the  honourable  member 
for  Auckland  Central  has  introduced,  and  I 
shall  be  happy  to  support  it,  if  ho  will  accept 
the  proposal  made  by  the  Government ;  but, 
if  he  does  not  do  that,  and  insists  on  taking  his 
first,  I  am  sorry  to  say  I  shall  have  to  vote 
against  him. 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE.— I  think  that  one  of  the 
Bills  that  the  honourable  member  for  Auckland 
Central  has  on  the  Order  Paper  is  of  far  more 
importance  than  the  Otago  Central,  and  that 
is  the  Fair  Rent  Bill.  This  morning  I  received 
a  letter  from  a  tenant  who  will  be  very  much 
affected  by  the  Bill,  and  he  is  a  tenant  on  land 
where  this  Otago  Central  line  would  go ;  and  to 
Sir  J.  Votfel 


him  the  question  of  fair  rent  is  of  far  more  im- 
portance than  the  making  of  the  Otago  Central 
Kailway — as  now  proposed  by  the  Bill  of  tho 
honourable  member  for  the  Dunstan  —  from 
Taieri  Lake  to  the  interior.  I  do  not  see  any 
reason  whatever  why  the  honourable  member 
for  Auckland  Central  should  be  treated  in  this- 
manner— that  his  two  Bills,  which  are  before 
the  others  on  the  Order  Paper,  should  be  put 
below  them.  I  object  to  this,  and  I  shall  vote 
with  the  honourable  gentleman. 

Mr.  BABBON.— The  matter  could  be  very 
easily  arranged.  With  the  large  number  which 
the  honourable  member  for  Auckland  Central 
claims  to  have  in  favour  of  these  two  Bills, 
he  should  not  have  any  difficulty  in  keeping 
a  House.  The  leader  of  the  Opposition  even 
could  find  him  a  House,  if  he  has  that  in- 
fluence with  his  party  which  a  leader  ought  to 
have.  Besides  this,  the  honourable  gentleman 
has  a  great  number  of  friends  on  both  sides 
of  the  House,  and,  if  he  will  only  accept  the 
promise  of  the  Premier,  and  let  the  business  go 
on  OS  arranged,  and  then  try  to  keep  a  House 
together,  his  own  Bills  must  receive  considera- 
tion. 

Mr.  MOSS. — I  intended  to  support  the  OtagO' 
Central,  for  one ;  but,  if  it  con  only  be  dono 
in  this  way,  I  shall  certainly  oppose  it.  By 
the  Government  an  attempt  is  being  made  to- 
reward  their  supporters  and  punish  their  op- 
ponents, and  it  is  not  proper  that  any  Govern- 
ment should  have  the  power  to  act  in  this  way. 
With  one  of  the  Bills  of  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Auckland  Central  we  must  all  heartily 
sympathize — the  Fair  Bent  Bill.  There  are 
numbers  of  tenants  in  every  part  of  the  coun- 
try, tenants  of  public  bodies  and  tenants  of  the 
Public  Trustee,  who  require  this  relief.  We 
were  told  last  session  that  there  were  two  hun- 
dred tenants  of  the  Public  Trustee  ou  the 
West  Coast,  and  the  most  pathetic  picture  was 
drawn  by  the  Premier  himself  of  the  condition 
of  these  tenants.  We  were  told  that  they  were 
induced,  at  the  time  of  inflation,  to  lease  Maori 
lands  at  high  rates,  which  were  now  ruinous  ; 
that  they  were  working  their  very  hearts  out  to 
pay  these  high  rents ;  and  that,  as  there  was 
no  authority  in  the  Public  Trustee  to  effect 
a  reasonable  arrangement,  either  they  must 
abandon  everytliing  they  possessed  and  bo 
utterly  ruined,  or  reUef  must  be  given  by  this 
House.  We  were  told  that  everything  they 
had  must  go  to  the  beneflt  of  the  Natives  on 
whose  behalf  the  Public  Trustee  had  leased 
these  lands,  and  that  settlement  must  be 
ruined.  Surely  an  important  Bill  like  this  is 
not  going  to  be  shelved. 

Major  ATKINSON.— V/hich  Bill? 

Mr.  MOSS.— The  Fair  Rent  BUI. 

Major  ATKINSON.— That  does  not  touch  it. 

Mr.  MOSS.  — I  understand  that  it  does. 
However,  it  can  be  made  to  touch  it.  It  esta- 
blishes a  Court,  and  that  Court  will  have  the 
authority  to  arrange  between  public  bodies  of 
all  kinds ;  and  the  Public  Trustee  may  be 
easily  included.  But  whether  it  applies  to 
that  particular  case  or  not  is  a  secondary  ques- 
tion.   The  Court  would  be  created,  and  before 
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that  Court  cases  of  this  kind  can  be  bronght, 
instead  of  being  brought  before  Parliament  to 
be  settled  on  mere  party-lines,  as  they  other- 
wise might  be.  To  propose  that  the  other  Bills 
should  be  taken  first  of  course  means  that 
this  Bill  is  to  be  shelved.  It  is  impossible 
that  it  can  be  carried  if  it  comes  subsequently 
to  the  other  Bills.  The  Otago  Central  Bill 
has  many  friends  —  the  honourable  gentleman 
in  charge  of  it  has  lobbied  magnificently.  I 
myself  intend  to  vot«  for  it,  but  I  think  the 
honourable  gentleman  should  allow  the  Bill 
of  the  honourable  member  for  Auckland  Cen- 
tral to  be  brought  forward  in  a  fair  manner. 
The  Bill  cannot  take  up  much  time.  Nobody 
wants  to  debate  it  very  keenly.  Why  not  let 
them  all  go  in  their  proper  order? — and  the 
honourable  member  in  charge  of  the  Otago 
Central  will  find  numerous  friends  rally  round 
him  to  carry  his  Bill. 

Major  ATKINSON.  — Some  honourable 
members,  I  think,  do  not  see  the  effect  of 
the  Bill  that  has  elicited  most  expressions 
of  support — the  Fair  Bent  Bill.  Practically, 
it  will  do  very  little,  if  anything  at  all ;  it 
cannot  do  much.  A  Bill  of  this  vast  import- 
ance ought  to  be  dealt  with  after  most  care- 
ful consideration ;  and  now  the  Oovemment 
have  more  work  than  can  be  overtaken.  I  am 
surprised  at  the  honourable  member  for  Christ- 
church  North,  that  he  should  deliberately  pro- 
pose now  going  on  with  such  a  measure  as 
this,  which  is  a  measure  that  should  not  be 
brought  on  without  the  most  careful  considera- 
tion by  the  Government  of  the  country.  It 
certainly  should  not  be  rushed  through  at  the 
end  of  a  session.  I  say  that  the  Bill  as  it 
stands  is  practically  unworkable.  I  say  there 
is  not  time  to  consider  it.  I  am  not  prepared 
to  submit  what  would  be  workable  ;  I  am  not 
prepared  to  submit  the  principles  upon  which 
rents  should  be  fairly  fixed.  None  of  these  is 
provided  here.  These  Courts  would  be  abso- 
lutely unworkable.  What  would  Resident 
Magistrates  and  Judges  of  the  Supreme  Court 
know  about  rent  ?  Then,  the  tenants  on  the 
West  Coast  could  not  be  relieved  at  all  under 
this  Bill,  for  they  are  practically  the  tenants 
of  private  persons,  the  Public  Trustee  merely 
acting  for  the  Maori  owners  as  an  ordinary 
trustee,  with  certain  legislative  restrictions. 
He  is  in  the  position  of  trustee.  Belief  has  been 
given  to  these  people — ^not  to  a  large  extent, 
but  still  some  relief — under  the  regulations 
which  the  late  Government  prepared.  That 
relief  will  be  extended,  although  it  is  not  all 
that  could  be  expected.  But  you  cannot  touch 
these  people,  because  they  are  in  the  position 
of  ordinary  parties.  The  amendment  to  the 
West  Coast  Settlements  Act  we  have  before 
the  House  does  not  touch  this  question  at  all. 
Evidently  the  honourable  gentleman  has  not 
read  it.  There  is  no  clause  in  it  relieving  the 
tenants.  It  is  merely  a  Bill  for  governing  the 
lease ;  and  it  is  a  question  of  existence,  and 
not  rent.  These  persons  are  satisfied  with 
their  position.  We  passed  a  Bill  last  session 
of  a  nearly  similar  character  to  this  with  re- 
gard to  these  same  persons,  upon  whose  case 


the  honourable  member  for  Pamell  is  so  very 
eloquent.  I  say  the  Bill  of  the  honourable 
member  for  Auckland  Central,  comparatively 
speaking,  assists  no  one.  In  the  Land  Bill  it 
is  proposed  to  assist  the  tenants  of  the  Grown, 
because  authority  is  given  to  the  Crown  not  to 
press  where  the  rent  is  too  high.  Therefore  in 
this  respect  it  does  all  that  this  Bill  could  do. 
If  the  House  insists  .ipon  this  Bill  passing  be- 
fore the  Government  has  had  time  to  carefully 
consider  it,  it  will  be  doing  a  work  against 
which  I  must  protest  as  the  greatest  mistake 
that  could  be  committed.  In  the  meantime, 
the  non-passage  of  the  Bill  will  not  afiect  a 
single  tenant  throughout  the  country ;  and  we 
have  to  look  at  the  larger  question  if  we  touch 
the  West  Coast  lea.ses.  As  I  have  already 
said,  it  is  proposed  next  session  to  hand  the 
land  there  back  to  the  Maori  owners,  and  to 
allow  them  to  deal  with  it  as  private  persons 
would,  so  that  we  shall  not  be  able  to  interfere 
with  them.  In  the  meantime,  all  this  cry  of 
relieving  persons  from  oppression  and  misery 
is  raised  under  misapprehensions  of  the  nature 
of  the  Bill.  -And  I  say  the  House  is  not  justi- 
fied in  passing  tliis  Bill  unless  the  Government 
itself  says  that  it  ought  to  be  passed.  I  think 
the  honourable  gentleman  should  be  content 
with  my  proposals.  I  shall  be  quite  willing 
to  allow  the  Bill  to  be  read  a  second  time, 
so  as  to  affirm  the  principle  ;  and  I  have  gone 
even  further  than  this,  for  I  was  asked  the 
other  day  whether,  if  a  Bill  were  introduced  in 
another  place  and  put  into  a  proper  shape,  I 
would  oppose  it.  I  said,  Certainly  not;  but, 
on  the  contrary,  if  it  were  put  in  a  practical 
shape  I  would  do  all  in  my  power  to  help  it 
through.  When  a  statement  of  this  kind  is 
made  by  the  Government  I  do  not  think  that 
the  House  should  go  on  with  this  Bill,  under  the 
impression  that  it  is  going  to  do  great  good. 

Sir  G.  GREY. — I  wish  to  make  an  explana- 
tion as  to  something  the  Premier  said.  He 
says  he  has  always  been  in  favour  of  the  Bill, 
but  I  say  that  I  brought  it  forward  years  ago, 
and  he  opposed  it  most  bitterly,  and  had  it 
thrown  out. 

Sir  J.  VOGEL.— The  Premier  says  that  he 
is  surprised  at  my  action.  In  reply  to  this,  I 
have  to  say  to  him  that,  when  ho  ofEerad  to  take 
the  two  Bills  of  the  honourable  member  for 
Auckland  Central  after  the  two  Bills  which  it 
has  been  proposed  to  go  on  with,  it  seemed  to 
mo  that  he  was  inviting  the  House  to  consider 
these  Bills,  and  my  remarks  were  made  on 
this  basis,  and  the  honourable  member  has  no 
reason  to  be  surprised.  It  is  for  me  to  be  sur- 
prised. 

Colonel  ERASER.— The  friends  of  the  Otago 
Central  Railway  Bill  are  taking  an  entirely 
wrong  course  in  not  allowing  the  Bill  of  the 
honourable  member  for  Auckland  Central  to  be 
proceeded  with  in  proper  order.  It  seems  to  be 
a  matter  of  injustice,  on  the  face  of  it,  that  two 
Bills  promoted  by  the  supporters  of  the  Govern- 
ment should  be  taken  out  of  the  proper  order, 
and  that  other  Bills  should  not  be  allowed 
to  come  on.  I  came  here  ready  to  support 
the  Otago  Central  Railway  Bill ;  but,  if  these 
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honourable  members  persist  in  their  condoot 
towards  tlie  honourable  member  for  Auckland 
Central,  I  shall  {eel  it  my  duty  to  do  all  I  can 
to  prevent  tliat  Bill  passing,  until  justice  has 
been  done. 

Mr.  TAYLOR.— In  order  that  the  honour- 
able member  for  Auckland  Central  may  have 
the  opportunity  of  speaking,  I  beg  to  move, 
That  the  House  do  now  adjourn. 

Sir  Q.  GBE  Y. — I  desire  to  say,  in  order  to  give 
as  little  trouble  as  possible,  that,  if  one  of  my 
Bills  is  allowed  to  be  gone  on  with,  I  will  drop 
the  other  until  after  the  Bills  which  it  was 
arranged  to  take  to-day  have  been  disposed  of. 
I  shall  be  contented  if  the  Fair  Rent  Bill  is 
brought  on  now.  I  desire  to  say,  with  regard 
to  the  statement  of  the  Premier  just  now  that 
he  had  always  supported  these  fair-rent  pro- 
posals, that  I  brought  it  forward  several  years 
a^o,  and  upon  that  occasion  I  was  accused  of 
being  a  man  who  would  not  only  do  what  was 
quite  unfair,  but  encouraged  my  fellow-colo- 
nists to  violate  their  engagements;  and  the 
Premier  then  said  that  the  language  used  was 
justified  by  my  proceedings ;  and  the  conse- 
quence was  that  the  measure  was  thrown  out. 
This  occurred  about  eight  years  ago,  I  think ; 
and,  if  this  measure  had  then  been  adopted;  an 
enormous  amount  of  misery,  which  I  foretold 
was  about  to  fall  on  the  country,  would  have 
been  avoided.  I  have  never  since  had  achanco 
to  bring  this  forward,  but  now  I  have  the  means 
of  doing  a  vast  amount  of  good,  and  I  believe 
it  is  jealousy  and  nothing  more  which  has  pre- 
vented my  seizing  a  just  opportunity  of  confer- 
ring a  great  benefit  on  I^ew  Zealand.  I  have 
made  tiiis  ofier ;  and  I  further  say,  with  regard 
to  the  measure  for  the  Otago  Central  Railway, 
that  I  will  offer  no  factious  opposition  to 
it:  I  will  simply  express  my  opinion  strongly 
against  it.  But  I  declare  that,  if  this  in- 
justice is  done  to  me,  I  shall  do  my  utmost 
to  prevent  that  bad  Bill  being  carried  through 
the  House  at  all.  It  is  a  bad  measure,  in  my 
belief,  and  I  have  a  right  to  prevent  a  bad 
measure  from  passing  by  every  means  in  my 
power;  and  I  shall  certainly  exert  myself  to 
carry  out  my  impression  with  regard  to  that 
Bill.  I  still  caimot  think  that  the  House 
will  do  me  the  injustice  which  is  proposed  to 
it.  Why,  the  very  colleagues  of  the  Premier 
are  opposed  to  what  he  has  been  stating  to  the 
House.  He  knows  this  perfectly  well.  I  be- 
lieve the  Minister  of  Lands,  who  is  the  most 
interested  in  the  question,  thinks  that  it  is  a 
wrong  proceeding.  Did  the  Premier  tell  the 
House  that  ?  I  think  he  must  have  led  honour- 
able members  to  think  that  there  was  a  con- 
sensus of  opinion  on  the  part  of  the  ^linistry 
with  himself.  I  do  trust  that  this  new  House 
will  not  sot  the  example  of  what  I  may  call 
boycotting  a  fellow -member;  because  it  be- 
comes nothing  less.  It  was  with  great  regret 
I  heard  the  honourable  member  for  the  Taieri 
say  what  he  said ;  for  he  must  have  known 
that  I  was  making  a  large  concession  on  the 
subject.  I  myself  have  not  assisted  to  rob 
any  individual  of  his  rights  or  do  a  wrong  to 
any  member  of  this  House.  I  desire  ttiat  all 
Colonel  Fraser 


should  have  their  free  and  just  privileges,  and 
I  simply  stand  up  and  pray  that  the  same 
justice  may  be  granted  to  me,  particularly 
when  it  is  remembered  that  the  question  is 
such  a  momentous  one  as  it  is,  and  on  which 
the  Ministry  are  divided.  I  hope  the  House 
will  feel  some  pity  for  me,  and  determine, 
notwithstanding  any  efforts  of  party,  that  jus- 
tice shall  be  done  to  myself.  Sir,  I  offer  to 
give  up  two  of  these  measures  in  which  I  am 
specially  interested.  I  have  already  given  up 
one  of  them,  because,  beneficial  as  it  is,  I 
thought  it  would  cause  embarrassment  and 
prolong  discussion,  and  create  opposition  on  the 
part  of  some  honourable  members.  Then,  I 
oiler  to  give  up  another,  because  its  object  is 
partially,  although  insufficiently,  provided  fbr 
in  another  Bill  —  very  insufficiently  provided 
for ;  but,  still,  in  my  desire  to  gain  sometliing 
for  the  country,  I  will  give  it  up.  This  is  the 
same  persecution  at  the  hands  of  the  Premier 
which  he  has  shown  throughout  this  question, 
and  which  has  followed  me  for  long  years.  His 
object  is  to  prevent  my  doing  anything.  By  the 
rules  of  this  House,  by  the  Standing  Orders, 
with  which  I  am  not  well  acquainted  and  am 
not  able  to  deal  with  them  equally,  or  use 
the  advantages  with  regard  to  them  which  he 
can  avail  himself  of,  he  has  for  years  pursued 
this  course,  and  is  pui-suing  it  now.  I  hope 
honourable  members  will  not  lend  theiusulves 
to  so  great  a  wrong  as  is  now  proposed.  I  have 
done  my  best  to  give  expression  not  only  to 
my  own  views,  but  to  those  of  many  others 
who  know  what  will  bo  my  vote.  I  shall  try 
and  boor  this  as  best  I  can  ;  but,  still,  I  trust 
and  hope.  I  am  under  the  firm  belief  that  the 
House  will  grant  me  that  justice  which  I  have 
done  nothing  to  forfeit.  I  contend  that  what  I 
have  offered  to  do  to-day  is  more  than  should  be 
expected  of  me,  and  the  Premier  should  not 
have  entered  on  the  course  he  has  done. 

Mr.  FYKE.— The  honourable  member  for 
Auckland  Central  talks  of  "boycotting."  Sir, 
I  say  there  has  been  nothing  but  "  boycotting  " 
going  on  all  the  morning  with  reference  to  the 
Bill  with  which  I  am  charged.  The  honour- 
able gentleman  asks  us  for  justice  to  himself ; 
but  will  he  not  do  justice  to  others  ?  He  saya 
he  is  willing  to  let  the  Otago  Central  Bill  come 
on  when  his  own  has  been  pa.ssed  through. 
Why  should  it  not  7  If  he  asks  why  my  Bill 
should  come  on  and  bo  considered  before  his, 
I  will  answer  the  question  at  once.  Because 
his  Bill  was  later  in  its  introduction  to  the 
House.  The  Otago  Central  Railway  Bill  was 
introduced  on  the  14th  October,  and  the 
Pair  Rent  Bill  was  introduced  on  the  2nd 
November  ;  therefore,  notwithstanding  its  posi- 
tion on  the  Order  Paper,  my  Bill  has  pre- 
ceded the  Fair  Rent  Bill.  And  I  have  this 
to  say,  also :  that  my  Bill  has  been  read  a 
second  time.  The  principle  of  it  has  been 
conceded.  When  the  honourable  member  for 
Auckland  Central  talks  about  it  being  a  bad 
Bill,  does  he  know  what  he  is  talking  about? 
No,  Sir;  he  is  utterly  ignorant  of  the  cir- 
cumstances, or  he  would  not  say  that.  There 
are  hundreds  of  settlers  whose  ruin  will  be 
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effected  if  this  Bill  is  not  passed ;  they  Tvill  be 
driven  from  their  homos,  and  they  will  have 
to  join  the  ranks  of  the  unemployed,  and  give 
over  their  holdings  to  the  moneyed  people  and 
capitalists.  The  honourable  member  for  Auck- 
land Central  docs  not  know  what  he  is  doing. 
As  to  the  people  who  will  be  aficcted  by  this 
Bill,  there  are  hundreds  whose  desires  are 
centred  entirely  on  the  passing  of  the  Bill,  and 
if  it  is  not  carried  I  declare,  before  the  House 
and  before  God,  that  these  people  will  be  ruined 
— a  dastardly  thing  1  The  honourable  member 
for  Auckland  Central  calls  himself  the  friend 
of  the  unborn  millions,  and  may  call  himself 
that.  Let  him  try  and  do  good,  I  cordially 
agree  with  the  principle  of  the  Fair  Rent  Bill, 
and  would  do  my  best  to  assist  him  ;  but  I  will 
not  consent  to  a  Bill  being  delayed  which  has 
been  before  the  House  for  the  last  twelve  years, 
and  a  Bill  of  such  vast  importance  as  that  I 
am  in  charge  of.  I  say,  again,  that  if  this  Bill 
is  not  passed  the  centre  of  Otago  will  become 
a  wilderness,  and  the  people  will  be  driven 
from  it. 

Mr.  SAMUEL. — The  honourable  member 
for  the  Duustan  and  the  honourable  member 
for  Auckland  Central  are  equally  emotional, 
and  each  ought  to  be  equally  moved  by  the 
arguments  of  the  other.  One  or  the  other 
ought  to  give  way.  If  neither  will  give  way,  I 
hope  the  House  will  agree  to  the  motion  of  the 
honourable  member  for  Sydenham,  and  ad- 
journ. There  is  nothing  else  for  it.  The  House 
cannot  be  kept  here  while  two  sides  are  deter- 
mined each  to  prevent  the  other  from  getting 
their  Bills  on. 

Sir  J.  VOGEL. — ^It  is  a  very  difficult  position 
to  be  placed  in  between  the  supporters  of  two 
Bills  who  are  so  opposed  each  to  the .  other 
Bill.  Now^,  in  my  opinion,  in  the  present  state 
of  the  colony,  it  is  of  great  importance  to  pass 
the  Otago  Central  Railway  Bill.  I  will  do  all 
I  can  to  help  its  being  passed.  With  regard  to 
the  Fair  Rent  Bill,  the  arguments  of  the  Pre- 
mier have  not  convinced  me.  Since  he  spoke 
I  have  recollected  why  he  is  not  bringing  down 
relief  in  his  Bill  to  the  tenants  of  the  West 
Coast  reserves.  The  question  was,  whether 
some  half-dozen  or  more  gentlemen  should  be 
ruined  or  not ;  and  I  therefore  did  by  Order  in 
Council  what  was  proposed  to  bo  done  by  the 
Bill  last  year,  which  passed  its  third  reading, 
and  then,  I  think,  was  thrown  out  in  the 
Upper  House.  By  Order  in  Council  power  is 
given  to  the  Public  Trustee  to  give  relief  to 
the  tenants  of  the  West  Coast  reserves.  That 
is  why  the  Premier  docs  not  want  to  bring 
down  the  provisions  in  this  Bill,  and  therefore, 
honourable  members  will  see,  my  arguments 
are  intensified.  It  is  not  the  question  whether 
this  House  will  give  relief;  but  this  power 
has  been  given  to  the  Public  Trustee  —  the 
power  to  give  relief ;  and,  if  the  West  Coast 
tenants  are  to  have  such  relief,  why  should 
it  be  %vithheld  from  other  parts  of  the 
country  ?  Although  I  did  not  know  the  gentle- 
men concerned  in  the  matter,  yet  I  felt  that 
it  was  exceedingly  inconvenient  and  undesir- 
able that  I  should  have  to  do  with  a  number 


of  gentlemen  who  either  had  to  be  ruined  or 
I  should  hold  the  hands  of  the  Public  Trustee 
against  them.  The  result  is  that  indemnifi- 
cation will,  sooner  or  later,  have  to  be  given  to 
the  Public  Trustee  for  what  has  been  done.  The 
question  was,  whether  they  should  be  ruined, 
or  the  provisions  altered  on  which  they  hod 
taken  their  leases.  My  colleague  the  Hon. 
the  Minister  of  Lands  had  a  great  num- 
ber of  cases  to  deal  with  of  this  kind ;  and 
it  is  very  undesirable,  in  my  opinion,  that 
any  Minister  should  have  to  consider  indi- 
vidual cases.  This  would,  I  believe,  be  a  good 
Bill  to  put  on  the  Statute  Book,  and  it  could 
be  amended  next  session  if  necessary.  It  is  a 
Bill  which  will  carry  through  the  country  so 
much  happiness  and  relief  that  it  is  not  to 
be  spoken  of  lightly.  And,  even  if  it  is  to  be 
amended  next  session,  it  should  be  put  in  force 
iu  the  meanwhile,  so  as  to  give  relief  to  a  very 
great  number  of  persons,  I  think  this  Govern- 
ment are  just  the  same  as  ours,  and  do  not  want 
such  patronage  as  thoy  now  have  to  exercise 
in  individual  cases.  It  is  a  question  whether 
the  Government  should  exercise  their  judg- 
ment with  regard  to  individuals,  or  allow  those 
individuals  to  be  ruined.  I  do  hope  that  the 
honourable  member  for  the  Dunstan  and  the 
honourable  member  for  Auckland  Central  will 
make  some  arrangement  by  which  this  Fair 
Rent  Bill  shall  be  considered  during  the  after- 
noon. Would  it  be  possible  that  their  order  of 
priority  should  be  decided  by  ballot  ?  How- 
over,  let  some  understanding  be  come  to  by 
which  both  Bills  can  be  dealt  with. 

Mr.  SFJDDON.— There  can  be  doubt  what- 
ever that  the  honourable  member  for  the  Dun- 
stan has  a  very  large  influence  in  this  House. 
First  of  all,  we  have  the  Govonmiont  consent- 
ing to  his  Bill.  Then  the  leader  of  the  Opposi- 
tion, Sir  Julius  Vogel,  consents  to  it,  and  pleads 
strongly  in  its  favour.  Now,  I  like  consistency. 
Where  was  the  leader  of  tho  Opposition  when 
he  was  a  member  of  tho  Stout- Vogel  Govern- 
ment? Why  did  he  not  then  introduce  a 
Bill?  Why  is  it  ?  Sir  Robert  Stout  still  says 
that  this  is  not  a  desirable  measure.  I  like 
honourable  members  to  be  consistent.  If  this 
measure  is  to  have  the  effect  it  is  said  it  will 
have,  it  should  have  been  pa.ssed  last  session  or 
the  session  before.  I  want  to  know  what  assur- 
ance there  is  that  any  company  will  take  up  the 
construction  of  this  railway  if  we  pass  this  Bill. 
Has  there  been  any  assurance  by  che  movers  in 
this  matter  that  there  is  some  one  behind  who 
is  willing  to  take  up  the  same  position  as  the 
Midland  Railway  Company,  and  do  the  work? 
The  House  should  have  some  assurance  on 
that  point;  otherwise  we  are  pa.ssing  legislation 
and  trusting  to  somo  one  to  take  it  up.  Are 
we  to  pass  this  Bill  hastily  ?  And  is  the  time 
of  two  or  three  sessions  to  be  taken  up  in  recti- 
fying mistakes  that  have  been  made,  the  same 
as  in  the  case  of  the  Midland  Railway?  That 
is  the  point  that  must  be  taken  into  considera- 
tion. Is  there  any  objection  to  taking  the 
Fair  Rent  Bill  of  the  honourable  member  for 
Auckland  Central  and  the  Otago  Central  Bill 
as  well?     If  there  is  any  objection  to  that 
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course,  if  I  were  not  incurring  the  ire  of  the 
honourable  member  for  the  Bay  of  Islands,  I 
would  suggest  that  these  honourable  members 
vrho  have  each  a  little  Bill,  and  who  each  wish 
their  little  Bills  to  have  precedence,  should  toss 
up  coins  as  to  whether  they  should  take  the 
Fair  Kent  Bill,  the  Kawakawa  Railway  Bill,  or 
the  Otago  Central  Bill.  My  honourable  friend 
the  member  for  the  Bay  of  Islands  has  no  ob- 
jection to  toss.  If  so,  I  hope  he  will  be  brought 
under  the  lashes  of  his  own  Act — the  Gaming 
and  Lotteries  Act. 

Mr.  HOBBS.— I  did  not  say  so. 

Ut.  SEDDON.  —  Well,  if  the  honourable 
gentleman  declines  to  toss,  let  him  have  a 
"  shake  in  the  hat  "  or  draw  cuts. 

Motion  for  adjournment  of  the  House  nega- 
tived. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— Am  I  to  understand  that 
the  honourable  member  for  Auckland  Central 
wishes  to  withdraw  his  motion  regarding  the 
Freehold  Tenure  Acquisition  Bill  ? 

Sir  G.  GREY. — Jly  proposal  is  to  withdraw 
two  Bills,  and  then  ask  that  my  Fair  Rent  Bill 
should  be  allowed  to  go  on  in  its  turn.  Why  the 
Bill  of  the  honourable  member  for  the  Bay  of 
Islands  should  be  put  before  mine  I  cannot  con- 
ceive. There  could  be  no  excuse  for  that.  I  ask 
that  my  Bill— my  Fair  Rent  Bill — shall  come 
before  the  Otago  Central  Railway  Bill.  In 
that  case  I  will  do  my  best  to  get  the  business 
on.  I  wish  to  bo  allowed  to  bring  the  Fair 
Rent  Bill  on  first. 

The  House  divided  on  the  question,  "  That 
the  words  'Fair  Bent  Bill'  be  inserted  before 
the  words  '  Kamo  and  Kawakawa  Railways 
Connection  and  Construction  Bill  and  the 
Otago  Central  Railway  Extension  and  Con- 
struction Bill.' " 

Ayes,  21. 
Blake  McKenzie,  J.     Taylor 

Cadman  Moat  TurnbuU 

Duncan  Honk  Yogel 

Feldwick  Newman  Whyte. 

Grey  Peacock  Tellers. 

Grimmond         Reeves,  W.  P.    Seddon 
Hodgkinson       Steward,  W.  J.  Thompson,  T. 
Hutchison 

Noes,  35. 
Allen  Hamlin  Parata 

Anderson  Hislop  Pearson 

Atkinson  Hobbs  Pyke 

Barron  Izard  Rhodes 

Beetham  Jackson  Boss 

Bruce  Joyce  Samuel 

Buxton  Lance  Taiwhanga 

Carroll  Levestam  Tanner 

Cowan  Mackenzie,  M.  Valentine. 

Fergus  Mills  Tellers. 

Fisher  O'Conor  Fish 

Fulton  Ormond  McGregor. 

Pairs. 
For.  Against. 

Guinness  Buchanan 

Morchont  Graham 

Richardson,  G.  F.    Stewart,  W.  D. 
Majority  against,  16. 

Amendment  lost. 
Mr.  Seddon 


Mr.  SEDDON.— Sir,  I  was  a  teller  for  the 
"  Ayes."  I  found  in  the  lobby  the  honourable 
member  for  Pamell,  and  his  name  is  not  on 
the  division-list.  He  did  not  come  past  the 
tellers,  but  he  was  in  the  lobby. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— Will  the  Serjeant-at-Arms 
ask  the  honourable  member  for  Pamell  to  come 
in  and  give  on  account  of  why  he  did  not  come 
through  the  lobby  post  the  tellers  ? 

Mr.  Moss  entered  the  chamber. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— Was  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Pamell  in  the  House  when  the  question 
was  put  ? 

Mr.  MOSS. — I  was  in  the  lobby  when  the  divi- 
sion was  taken,  but  I  was  not  in  the  House 
when  the  question  was  put. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— In  that  case  the  honour- 
able gentleman  will  not  be  allowed  to  vote. 

Mr.  MOSS. — I  was  verj'  anxious  to  vote  on 
the  question,  and  I  managed  to  get  in  the 
lobby,  but  it  was  after  the  question  was  put. 
When  I  came  to  reflect  that  I  was  not  in  the 
House  when  the  division  was  called  for,  I  de- 
termined that  I  had  no  right  to  vqte ;  there- 
fore I  did  not  vote. 

Mr.  SPEAKEB.— The  honourable  member 
cannot  vote  if  he  was  not  in  the  House  when 
the  question  was  put.  I  have  no  doubt  the 
honourable  member  himself  will  see  that  he 
'has  committed  on  impropriety  in  getting  into 
the  division-lobby  when  he  was  not  in  the 
House  when  the  doors  were  locked  ;  but,  as 
the  honourable  gentleman  made  no  attempt  to 
vote,  I  presume  that,  under  the  circumstances, 
the  House  will  pass  over  the  offence. 

Resolved, "  That  the  orders  of  the  day  preced- 
ing the  Kamo  and  Kawakawa  Railways  Con- 
nection and  Construction  Bill  and  the  Otago 
Central  Railway  Extension  and  Construction 
Bill  be  postponed,  in  order  that  the  House  may 
proceed  with  the  consideration  of  those  Bills ; 
and  that  the  Fair  Rent  Bill  be  also  considered 
after  the  Otago  Central  Railway  Extension  and 
Construction  Bill." 

OTAGO  CENTRAL  RAILWAY  EXTENSION 
AND  CONSTRUCTION  BILL. 

Mr.  PYKE.— I  beg  to  move.  Sir,  That  you  do 
now  leave  the  chair,  in  order  that  the  House 
may  go  into  Committee  on  the  Otago  Central 
Railway  Extension  and  Construction  Bill. 

Sir  G.  GKEY. — I  am  afraid  that  that  will 
give  rise  to  some  short  discussion.  I  wanted  to 
say  a  few  words,  but  do  not  wish  to  detain  the 
House.  But,  this  being  a  case  of  taking  land 
for  the  purpose  of  constructing  a  railway,  I 
simply  wish  to  say  that,  if  I  had  the  power  to 
prevent  that  being  done,  I  should  certainly  do 
so.  I  desire  to  put  on  record  my  protest 
against  the  passage  of  this  Bill. 

Mr.  J.  McKENZlE.— I  wish  to  say  that  I 
intend  to  move,  as  an  amendment,  That  the 
Bill  he  committed  this  day  six  months ;  and 
I  intend  to  give  my  reasons  for  so  moving. 

The  House  adjourned  from  one  o'clock  to  half- 
past  two  o'clock. 

HODSE  BESUUED. 

Mr.  Speakbb  resumed  the  chair  at  half-past 
two  o'clock. 
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Mr.  J.  MoKENZIE.— Sir,  I  feel  it  my  duty 
on  the  present  occasion  to  move  the  amend- 
ment that  I  gave  notice  of  before  the  House 
adjourned:  That  this  Bill  be  committed  this 
day  six  months.  I  entirely  disapprove  of  this 
measure.  I  think  that  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  the  Dunstan,  who  has  introduced  this 
Bill,  seems  to  be  under  the  impression  that  I 
am  opposed  to  the  construction  of  this  railway. 
I  am  nothing  of  the  sort.  I  am  not  opposed  to 
it  up  to  a  certain  point;  and  in  my  district 
dniiiig  the  election  I  advocated  its  construc- 
tion —  that  is,  from  Middlemarch  to  the 
7aieri  Lake  or  the  Maniototo  Plains ;  bat  I 
have  no  hesitation  in  saying  that  the  railway 
should  not  go  beyond  that  for  many  years  to 
come.  I  am  quite  prepared  to  support  the 
construction  of  the  railway  up  to  the  point 
named;  but  to  take  it  further  would,  in  the 
present  condition  of  the  colony,  be,  in  my 
opinion,  madness.  I  know  something  about 
the  country  where  this  railway  is  to  be  made, 
and  my  opinion  is  that  the  railway  should 
never  have  been  constructed  by  the  route  it 
has  been  —  that  is,  by  the  Taieri  River.  It 
should  have  gone  through  the  Shag  Valley  to 
the  Maniototo  Plains ;  and  the  money  that 
has  been  spent  on  it  up  to  the  present  time 
to  make  the  railway  through  the  Gorge  to 
Middlemarch  would  have  mode  the  line  as 
far  as  the  Taieri  Lake.  I  should  have  no 
hesitation  in  saying,  further,  that,  in  the 
interests  of  settlers,  it  is  necessary  that  the 
railway  should  be  made  up  to  that  point. 
But  the  honourable  member  commences  at 
the  Taieri  Lake,  thus  leaving  a  gap  of  twenty- 
Ave  miles.  In  the  first  place,  we  are  told  by 
the  Premier  that  the  Government  can  only 
make  it  as  far  as  Sliddlemarch,  and  the  dis- 
tance between  Middlemarch  and  the  Taieri 
Lake  is  twenty-five  miles ;  and  I  suppose  the 
honourable  member  for  the  Dunstan  means  to 
leave  the  Government  to  construct  that  por- 
tion themselves,  because  the  Bill  proposes  to 
commence  at  the  Taieri  Lake  and  go  on  to 
Lake  Wanaka,  leaving  a  gap  of  twenty-five 
miles.  That  will  take  a  considerable  sum  of 
money  to  make,  and  it  will  be  found  that 
the  colony  will  have  to  make  a  line  over  that 
gap  of  twenty-five  miles  in  order  to  connect 
the  railway  between  Middlemarch  and  Taieri 
Lake  ;  and  I  am  sure  that  everybody  who 
knows  anything  at  all  about  the  country 
will  know  that  the  railway  will  be  of  no  use 
till  this  connection  is  made.  Now,  what  I 
object  to  in  this  Bill  is,  first,  that  there  is  no 
provision  made  for  the  connection,  as  I  have 
stated.  Next,  I  object  to  the  land-concessions 
to  be  granted  under  this  Bill,  and  I  ask  the 
House  to  consider  the  responsibility  that  is 
thrown  on  their  shoulders  at  the  present  time 
in  supporting  a  Bill  which  is  to  give  away  so 
much  of  the  Crown  lands  of  the  colony.  If 
this  concession  is  made  the  railway  company 
would  naturally  take  the  valleys  and  leave  the 
hill-tops,  and  those  who  are  pastoral  tenants  at 
the  present  time  would  very  likely,  at  the  end 
of  their  leases,  have  to  deal  with  one  pro- 
prietor for  the  low-lying  land  and  another 


for  the  high-country  land.  I  think  that  the 
Bill  ought  to  have  gone  before  the  Waste 
Lands  Committee,  and  that  evidence  should 
have  been  token  on  this  particular  subject: 
how  far  it  would  affect  the  Crown  lands  in 
Otago,  and  also  how  far  we  should  go  in  the 
direction  of  giving  away  a  very  large  portion  of 
our  estate.  It  in  not  my  intention  to  detain 
the  House  long,  but  I  wish  simply  to  point  out 
that  my  main  objection  to  the  Bill  refers  to 
the  concessions  of  land  to  be  given.  And,  Sir, 
I  think  that  every  member  of  the  House  should 
consider  that  too.  In  the  case  of  the  Manawatu 
Bailway  the  company  was  granted  large  con- 
cessions of  land  to  construct  the  railway.  We 
absolutely  gave  to  the  Manawatu  Company 
sufficient  lands  and  concessions  to  make  a  rail- 
way to  benefit  their  own  lands ;  and  that  is 
exactly  what  we  are  asked  to  do  on  the  present 
occasion.  I  will  just  give  to  the  House  an  idea 
of  what  has  been  done  in  connection  with  the 
Manawatu  Railway  Company.  According  to  a 
return  I  have  got,  there  were  210,502  acres 
given  to  the  company,  and  that  wtts  valued  at 
£96,571  in  the  contract.  Let  us  see  what  the 
company  valued  that  land  at  when  they  wanted 
to  raise  money  in  London.  They  stated  to 
the  persons  from  whom  they  wished  to  borrow 
money  that  the  value  of  the  land  was  £458,151. 
Then  there  was  a  printed  circular  issued  to  per- 
sons whom  they  wished  to  invest  in  their  bonds 
in  London,  and  in  it  they  state  that  they  have 
got  land  reclaimed  on  the  beach  in  Welling- 
ton valued  at  £90,000,  and  other  concessions, 
amounting  to  £43,000  in  the  way  of  partly- 
constructed  railways  and  material,  and  bridges 
£6,000,  making  a  total  of  £597,151,  which 
they  have  got  for  the  construction  of  the  Slano- 
watu  Railway,  according  to  their  own  showing. 
And  they  say  there  are  65,000  acres  which 
they  yet  claim.  In  the  contract  that  land  is 
valued  at  £29,000:  but  in  London  the  value 
is  put  down  at  £180,000.  These  land-con- 
ceiisions  grew  in  value  £100,000  between  the 
time  of  leaving  New  Zealand  and  the  time 
that  they  reached  London.  I  find  that  the 
subscribed  capital  of  the  company  was  only 
half  a  million  of  money ;  and  they  have  ac- 
tually got,  according  to  their  own  showing  in 
their  printed  circular — issued  by  themselves  to 
the  people  of  England  when  they  wanted  to 
borrow  money — concessions  from  the  colony 
worth  £597,151.  That  is  a  sum  of  money  suf- 
ficient to  make  the  railway  and  to  leave  a 
balance  of  over  £97,000.  Now,  knowing  and 
seeing,  as  we  must  do,  that  this  has  been  done 
in  the  past,  what  may  we  not  expect  in  the 
future  !  If  we  go  on  with  this  sort  of  thing,  it 
simply  means  that  we  are  going  to  ruin  the 
colony ;  and  I  protest  most  strongly  against 
land  being  given  for  the  making  of  railways. 
It  would  be  far  better  that  the  colony  should 
borrow  the  money  at  any  price,  and  make  the 
railway  itself,  instead  of  giving  away  large 
tracts  of  land  to  companies  in  this  manner.  As 
I  said  before,  I  am  not  opposed  to  the  construc- 
tion of  the  Otago  Central  Railway  up  to  the 
Taieri  Lake,  and  I  am  quite  prepared  to  sup- 
port a  vote  for  that  at  any  tune  the  Qovem- 
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ment  brings  it  down ;  but  I  am  opposed  to 
making  a  line  by  land-concessions.  Another 
objection  is  this :  The  honourable  gentleman 
has  not  made  provision  for  bridging  this  gap  of 
twenty-five  miles.  I  say,  if  the  Bill  is  worth 
anything,  seeing  that  the  suppoit  of  the  Go- 
vernment has  been  given  to  the  honourable 
member  for  the  Dunstan  in  the  matter, 
the  Government  ought  to  take  upon  them- 
selves the  responsibility  for  the  Bill.  I  say, 
Sir,  it  is  trifling  with  the  House  when  the 
Government  allow  a  private,  member  to  come 
before  the  House  and  bring  a  Bill  before  it 
giving  away  such  a  large  area  of  Crown  lands. 
What  does  it  mean?  It  means  that,  at  some 
future  day,  when  the  evils  arising  out  of  this 
Bill  ore  pointed  out  in  this  House,  the  Pre- 
mier will  get  up  and  say,  "  I  did  not  do  it ; 
the  House  did  it."  He  wants  to  shirk  the 
responsibility  for  this  measure.  I  say,  if  the 
Government  believe  in  it — and  that  they  do 
believe  in  it  is  shown  by  the  assistance  they 
have  given  to  the  honourable  member  for  the 
Bunstan — they  should  take  the  responsibility 
for  it  upon  themselves  and  make  it  a  Govern- 
ment measure.  I  am  not  going  to  detain  the 
House  any  longer;  but  I  intend  to  press  my 
motion.  That  the  House  commit  the  Bill  thin 
day  six  months,  for  the  reasons  I  have  just 
stated,  and  to  lodge  my  protest  against  the 
measure. 

Mr.  PYKE. — I  qnite  concede  the  right  of  the 
honourable  member  for  Waihemo  to  oppose 
this  Bill ;  but  ho  has  uttered  two  or  three 
fallacies,  which  I  will  briefly  refer  to.  In  the 
first  place,  he  spoke  about  the  gap  between 
the  Taieri  Lake  and  Middlemarch.  Well,  it 
may  be  within  his  recollection  that  the  late 
Ministry  insisted  upon  their  right  to  make  the 
railway  up  to  the  Taieri  Lake,  and  therefore 
it  is  not  for  me  to  take  upon  myself  the  re- 
sponsibility of  proposing  that  it  should  be 
made  by  the   company  any  farther.     I   am 

?uito  willing  to  take  it  to  "Jliddlemarcb ;  but 
desired  to  avoid  anything  that  was  likely  to 
create  opposition.  I  would  remind  the  honour- 
able member  that  when  the  matter  was  first 
dealt  with  in  this  House  a  Select  Committee 
was  appointed  and  sat  to  determine  between 
seven  different  routes  to  the  interior,  and  the 
Strath-Taieri  route  was  unanimously  selected. 
Amongst  the  witnesses  examined  before  the 
Committee  was  Sir  Dillon  Bell,  whose  property 
is  in  Shag  Valley,  and  he  strongly  recom- 
mended the  Strath-Taieri  route  as  the  best, 
much  to  his  own  detriment.  There  were  many 
who  thought  then  that  the  Shag  Valley  routo 
would  be  preferable  in  some  respects ;  and,  so 
far  as  the  construction  of  the  fii'st  part  of  the 
line  is  concerned,  I  am  pretty  much  of  the  some 
opinion  ;  but  he  will  have  the  goodness  to  re- 
member that  the  point  at  which  the  line  is  to 
stop  is  the  Taieri  Lake,  and  that  is  twenty-five 
miles  from  Middlemarch.  I  propose  to  stop 
there,  and  it  is  possible  that  the  honourable 
member  for  Waihemo's  wishes  may  yet  be 
carried  into  effect,  and  the  line  continued  to 
Dnnback  also.  I  do  not  interfere  with  that, 
aad  therefore  I  hope  to  disarm  all  opposition. 
Mr.  J.  McKeiutU 


Mr.  Z.  McKEKZIE.— We  do  not  want  it  at 
Dunback. 

Mr.  PYKE. — Well,  the  honourable  member 
has  said  that  it  ought  to  have  been  taken  that 
way.  But  he  will  have  the  goodness  to  re- 
member this :  that  it  was  not  I  who  insisted 
that  it  should  go  by  this  direction,  but  that  it 
was  decided  by  a  Select  Committee  of  this 
House  that  it  should  go  by  way  of  Strath- 
Taieri,  and  not  by  way  of  Shag  Valley.  This 
House  came  to  tlie  same  decision,  and  the  Bill 
afterwards  went  to  the  Legislative  Council.  A 
Select  Committee  there  considered  it,  and  they 
came  to  the  same  decision  also  as  to  the  route. 
My  proposal  is  to  take  up  the  railway  at  the 
point  where  there  is  no  opposition,  and  I  think 
that  should  disarm  my  honourable  friend. 
Now,  with  regard  to  the  argument  used  as  to 
giving  up  Crown  lands,  what  did  ho  say?  He 
said  that  when  the  Manawatu  lands  were  given 
up  they  were  of  very  low  value,  but  when 
placed  on  the  London  market  their  value  was 
much  increased.  Is  not  that  the  necessary 
sequence  to  making  the  railway  ?  Docs  it  not 
show  the  desirability  of  railways  ?  I  know  that 
this  laud,  which  at  the  present  time  is  not 
worth  £S,000  a  year,  will,  by  making  the  rail- 
way, become  worth  £50,000  a  year.  It  is 
simply  a  case  of  cause  and  effect. 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIB.— Then  the  colony  ought 
to  do  it. 

Mr.  PYKE.— The  colony  will  not  do  it ;  it  is 
of  no  use  talking  about  that.  The  making  of  the 
railway  enhances  the  value  of  the  land.  That 
accounts  for  the  difference  between  the  price  of 
the  land  in  the  Loudon  market  audits  value  in 
the  colony.  Before  the  line  was  commenced 
the  gap  of  twenty-five  miles  could  be  easily 
got  rid  of.  If  it  is  the  will  of  the  House  I  would 
agree  to  the  amendment ;  but  I  prefer  to  have 
it  to  the  Taieri  Lake,  so  that  it  may  go  to  Dun- 
back  or  Ngapara,  and  so  leave  that  open  to  be 
settled  afterwards.  I  trust  that  no  further 
opposition  in  the  matter  will  be  offered,  and  I 
will  ask  my  friends  not  to  talk,  but  simply  to 
vote. 

The  House  divided  on  the  question,  "  That 
the  words  proposed  to  bo  left  out  stand  part  of 
the  question." 

Axes,  40. 
Allen  Hamlin  Pyke 

Atkinson  Hobbs  Beeves,  W.  P. 

Barron  Jackson  Richardson,  E. 

Beethom  Jones  Ross 

Blake  Kelly  Steward,  W.  J. 

Bruce  Kerr  Tanner 

Buchanan         Lance  Taylor 

Buxton  Levestam  TumbuU 

Cowan  Mackenzie,  M.  Vogel 

Dodson  Marcbant  Wilson. 

Feldwiok  McGregor 

Fergus  Moss  Tellers. 

Fisher  O'Conor  Anderson 

Graham  Pearson  Fitohett. 

Noes,  5. 


Cadman 

Tellsrs. 

Grey 

Duncan 

Newman. 

McKenzio,  J. 
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Paibs. 
For. 
Perceval 
Seymour 
Stewart,  W.  D. 
Valentine 
Ward. 


Against. 
Thompson,  T. 
Peacock 

Bichardson,  G.  F. 
Hislop 
Mitchelson. 


Majority  for,  35. 
Amendment  negatived,  and  Bill  committed. 

«  IN  COMMITTEE. 

Kew  clause, 

Mr.  SEDDON  moved  the  following  new 
clause : — 

"  No  land  that  shall  be,  in  the  opinion  of 
the  Governor,  required  for  machine,  business, 
or  residence  sites,  or  for  the  construction  of 
dams  or  reservoirs,  races  thereon,  or  tunnels 
thereunder,  shall  be  deemed  to  be  Crown  lands 
under  this  Act." 

llie  Committee  divided  on  the  question, 
"That  the  new  clause  be  read  a  second  time." 


Ayes,  13. 

Blake 

Hutchison 

Ehodes. 

Peldwick 

McKenzie,  J. 

Pitohett 

Moat 

Tellers. 

Praser 

O'Conor 

Duncan 

Grey 

Parata 
Noes,  32. 

Seddon. 

Allen 

Pisher 

Ross 

Anderson 

Graham 

Steward,  W.  J 

Atkinson 

Hobbs 

Taiwhanga 

Beetham 

Jackson 

Tanner 

Bruce 

Kelly 

Taylor 

Buxton 

Lance 

Thompson,  E. 

Cadman 

Lamaoh 

Turnbull 

Carroll 

Mackenzie,  M 

Vogel. 

Cowan 

McGregor 

Tellers. 

Dodson 

Pyke 

Barron 

Fergus 

Beeves,  W.  P. 

Pearson. 

Majority  against,  19. 

Clause  negatived. 

Bill  reported  to  the  House,  and  read  a  third 
time. 

On  the  question,  That  the  title  be  agreed 
to, 

Mr.  G.  P.  RICHABDSON  said,— I  exceed- 
ingly regret  that  you.  Sir,  did  not  consider  it 
necessary  that  this  Bill  should  be  referred  to 
the  Waste  Lands  Committee,  for  at  present 
there  are  very  serious  defects  in  it,,  and  cer- 
tainly clause  7  will  have,  in  another  place,  to 
be  entirely  remodelled.  I  think,  also,  that 
a  few  words  will  have  to  be  added  to  the 
amendment  which  I  made  in  subsection  (8)  of 
section  8.  The  amendment  then  made  was  in 
these  words :  "  or  which,  in  the  opinion  of  the 
Government,  may  be  required  for  mining  pur- 
poses." I  think  the  following  words  ought  to 
be  added  to  that :  "  as  interpreted  by  '  The 
Mines  Act,  1886.' " 

Mr.  SPEAKEB.— I  intimated  to  the  Hon. 
the  Minister  of  Lands,  when  be  drew  my  atten- 
tion to  the  circumstance  of  the  Bill  not  having 
been  referred  to  the  Waste  Lands  Committee, 
that  it  would  be  quite  competent  for  him  to 


move  that  the  Bill  should  be  referred  to  the 
Waste  Lands  Committee  before  it  was  com- 
mitted to  a  Committee  of  the  whole  House ; 
and  be  declined  or  omitted  to  do  so.  I  had 
no  desire  to  keep  tho  Bill  from  being  referred 
to  the  Waste  Lands  Committee. 

Mr.  CADMAN. — I  only  desire  to  say  that, 
where  matters  connected  with  the  gold-mining 
industry  crop  up  in  Bills  which  come  before 
this  House,  it  would  be  well  that  they  should 
be  referred  to  the  Goldfields  Committee.  The 
arguments  used  in  the  House  on  goldfields 
matters  are  unintelligible  to  almost  three- 
fourths  of  the  members  of  this  House,  and  can 
scarcely  be  understood  except  by  members  who 
are  connected  with  the  mining  industry,  or  have 
spent  portions  of  their  lives  in  mining  districts. 
Arguments  about  tail-races  and  sludge-chan- 
nels are  not  understood  here,  and  ought  to  be 
brought  before  the  Goldfields  Committee,  where 
we  have  more  time  to  argue  such  matters  in 
detail,  and  where  there  are  many  experts.  I 
am  sure  if  that  course  were  pursued  it  would 
tend  to  much  better  legislation. 

Mr.  COWAN.  — I  desire  to  say  that  a  Bill 
of  a  similar  kind  was  considered  by  tho  Waste 
Lands  Committee  of  last  Parliament.  I  was 
a  member  of  that  Committee;  and  now  I 
notice  that  a  peculiarity  in  that  Bill,  in  sub- 
section (2)  of  clause  7,  is  still  continued  in 
this  Bill,  notwithstanding  the  very  adverse 
evidence  which  the  Survej'or  -  General  gave 
with  regard  to  it — that  is,  the  peculiar  shape 
of  the  blocks  of  land.  It  was  in  that  Bill 
provided  that  each  of  these  blocks  should  have 
a  mile  frontage  to  the  railway  and  a  depth 
of  fifteen  miles.  The  Surveyor -General  was 
asked  his  opinion  as  to  the  shape  of  the  blocks, 
and  he  said  that  the  proposal  was  perfectly  pre- 
posterous, and  that  if  the  Bill  were  carried  at 
all  it  must  be  altered  in  this  respect.  I  am 
glad  the  Minister  of  Lands  has  had  his  atten- 
tion drawn  to  this  peculiar  clause,  and  I  hope, 
in  another  place,  he  will  have  the  matter 
rectified. 

Sir  G.  GBEY.— I  wish  to  say,  before  the 
Bill  finally  quits  this  House,  that  I  feel  con- 
fident it  will  inflict  a  very  great  blow  indeed 
on  the  prosperity  of  the  colony.  The  honour- 
able gentleman  in  charge  of  tho  Bill  stated 
this  morning  that  I  had  apparently  misun- 
derstood him,  and  that  there  was  a  neces- 
sity to  provide  labour  for  the  people  of  the 
colony.  I  say  that  no  necessity  of  that  kind 
justifies  a  Bill  of  this  sort ;  because  arrange- 
ments might  have  been  made  by  which  the 
Government  could  have  carried  on  the  work,  and 
have  given  labour  to  those  who  want  it,  with- 
out robbing  the  people  of  their  land.  I  believe 
that  all  the  legislation  of  this  kind  passed 
this  session  has  been  in  a  retrograde  direc- 
tion, and  has  carried  us  back  to  the  point  from 
which  we  thought  we  hod  finally  departed. 
I  endeavoured  on  several  occasions,  by  means 
of  di^sions,  to  prevent  the  Bill  from  being  car- 
ried on;  but,  of  course,  my  efforts  were  of 
no  avail,  and  I  shall  always  regret  that  I  was 
present  at  the  passing  of  a  measure  which,  I 
am  satisfied,  strikes  a  blow  at  the  whole  of 
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the  inhabitants  o(  Otago,  and  especially  at  the 
labouring-classes.  I  believe  they  are  robbed  of 
land  absolately  necessary  for  their  welfare  and 
for  the  welfare  of  their  descendants ;  and,  if 
this  Bill  passes  in  another  place,  a  very  bad 
future  lies  before  the  people  of  this  country 
and  those  who  come  after  them. 

Jlr.  SEDDON.— I  desire  to  put  on  record 
this  fact :  that  to-day  the  Otago  Central  Rail- 
way Bill  has  passed,  and  I  will  undertake  to  say 
that  honourable  members  arc  fully  cognisant  of 
the  fact  that  there  arc  some  very  serious  defects 
in  it,  defects  just  the  same  as  those  which 
exist  in  the  East  and  West  Coast  Bailway  Act 
of  1884,  and  which  led  the  colony  into  such 
serious  difficulties.  I  believe  that,  if  this  Bill 
is  passed  by  the  other  branch  of  the  Legis- 
lature as  it  stands  now,  matters  will  be  left  in 
exactly  the  same  position ;  and  I  hold  the 
Government  responsible  for  the  oonsequencos. 
The  Minister  of  Mines  himself  admitted  that 
such  would  be  the  case,  for  he  pointed  out 
tliat  this  Bill  in  no  way  provides  for  what  is 
indispensable  to  the  mining  industry.  I  should 
have  thought  that  the  honourable  member 
for  the  Dunstan,  who  is  in  charge  of  the  Bill, 
would  have  preferred  to  protect  the  mining 
industry ;  but,  instead  of  doing  that,  he  hands 
over  all  this  power  to  a  company  in  a°way 
which  will  bo  to  the  detriment  of  the  mining 
industry,  as  he  has  refused  to  vote  for  a  pro- 
posal to  put  the  matter  right,  and  which  was 
in  accordance  with  the  advice  of  the  Crown 
Law  Officers.  I  cannot  help  thinking  that  we 
are  doing  what  is  not  correct  to  those  who  live 
in  that  part  of  the  colony  by  allowing  the  Bill 
to  pass  as  it  is,  especially  after  the  views  ex- 
pressed by  the  honourable  member  for  Wai- 
ncmo.  He  has  told  us  that  all  the  streams 
miming  through  this  land  are  auriferous,  and 
at  no  distant  date  will  give  occupation  to  a 
large  mining  population.  However,  there  is 
another  place  to  which  the  Bill  has  to  go,  and 
I  say  the  responsibility  rests  with  the  Grovem- 
ment  to  take  steps  in  that  other  place  to  have 
the  defects  in  the  Bill  remedied.  They  may  be 
remedied  in  two  ways:  by  the  Legislative  Coun- 
cil insisting  upon  the  amendment  which  has 
been  negatived  hero,  or  by  negativing  the  Bill 
altogether,  which  perhaps  will  be  the  most 
preferable  course. 

Major  ATKINSON.— I  would  pomt  out  that 
we  are  not  now  considering  the  compact,  but  a 
Bill,  and  nothing  can  be  clearer  than  the  ad- 
vantages laid  down  in  the  Bill.  With  regard  to 
the  mining  industry,  it  must  be  the  duty  of  any 
Government,  after  the  experience  we  have  had 
with  regard  to  the  Midland  Bailway  contract, 
to  make  proper  provision  for  iprotecting  the 
mining  industry,  and  the  honourable  gentleman 
may  depend  upon  it  that  the  Government  will 
take  great  care  in  that  matter. 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE.— I   wish   to  enter  my 

frotest  against  the  passing  of  this  Bill;  and 
think  that  the  amendment  moved  by  the 
honourable  member  for  Kumara  was  a  very 
fair  one.  I  know  the  streams  that  run  through 
this  land,  and  there  is  not  the  slightest  doubt 
that  they  are  more  or  less  auriferous,  and  will 
Sir  Q.  Grey 


be  wanted  for  tailings  and  so  forth  hereafter.  I . 
cannot  help  thinking  that  there  is  some  secret, 
underhand  work  in  connection  with  the  passing 
of  this  Bill  which  is  unknown  to  members  of 
this  House.  So  I  wish  once  more  to  enter  my 
protest  against  the  Bill. 

Mr.  FERGUS.— I  regret,  in  the  first  place, 
that  a  discussion  has  arisen  on  the  title  of  the 
Bill.  If  honourable  gentlemen  had  any  ob- 
jections to  urge  against  the  passing  of  this 
measure,  they  should  have  urged  them  on  the 
second  reading,  and  not  now.  In  the  second 
place,  I  deprecate  the  casting  of  any  insinua- 
tions such  as  have  been  thrown  out  by 
the  honourable  member  for  Waihorao  —  that 
there  has  been  underhand  work  in  connection 
with  the  Bill.  I  deny  such  an  insinuation  alto- 
gether. I  think  that  those  who  have  supported 
this  Bill  are  just  as  much  above  any  under- 
hand work  as  the  honourable  member  for 
Waihemo  himself  is.  I  have  supported  the 
honourable  member  for  the  Dunstan  in  the 
matter,  not  because  I  altogether  approve  of  the 
measure,  but  because  I  see  it  is  the  only  way  in 
which  we  can  get  a  large  and  important  work 
constructed  in  the  Province  of  Otago.  I  believe 
this  Bill  will  very  considerably  ease  the  burdens 
on  the  colony  in  future.  I  believe  it  is  esiscntial 
to  the  well-being  of  the  whole  of  the  interior  of 
Otago,  and  especially  to  the  mining  Interests, 
that  this  work  should  be  proceeded  with  at 
an  early  date;  and  I  see  no  prospect  of  the 
Government  being  able  to  proceed  with  it  at  an 
early  date.  I  hope,  therefore,  that  the  House 
will  give  a  very  speedy  decision  on  the  matter. 
If  the  work  is  delayed  much  longer  we  shall  be 
unable  to  do  it  at  all. 

Mr.  DUNCAN. — It  seems  to  me  that  per- 
haps the  exigencies  of  the  time  have  caused, 
to  some  extent,  the  passing  of  this  Bill.  I 
cannot  help  thinking  that  the  honourable 
member  for  the  Dunstan  was  keeping  facts 
from  the  Committee  which  he  ought  to  have 
made  known  as  to  the  nature  of  this  country 
through  which  this  railway  is  to  pass.  He 
is  as  well  acquainted  with  it  as  I  am,  and  he 
must  know  that  every  flat  and  gully  of  it  is  of 
an  auriferous  character.  I  am  well  aware  of 
this  fact,  through  the  knowledge  gained  by 
personal  experience,  and  I  have  been  in  almost 
every  gully  and  creek  of  this  part.  I  cannot 
understand  how  the  honourable  gentlenian 
could  say  that  there  is  no  gold  in  that  coun- 
try. In  fact,  wiser  men  than  the  honourable 
gentleman  could  not  tell  that.  I  say  most 
certainly  there  is  gold  in  every  creek,  and  in 
many  of  the  terraces  and  gullies.  I  think  it 
is  a  pity  that  a  Bill  like  this  should  be  put 
through  the  House  at  the  end  of  a  session, 
when  we  are  just  on  the  eve  of  leaving  for  our 
homes.  I  should  have  a  good  deal  to  say  on 
this  Bill,  but  I  do  not  wish  to  take  up  the  time 
of  the  House.  I  am  glad  that  we  got  the 
amendment  into  the  Bill  that  we  did;  but  I 
should  have  liked  to  see  the  Bill  still  fur- 
ther amended  by  more  cleacly  defining  what 
are  "  gold- workings."  I  think  if  the  honourable 
member  for  Wakatipu  had  read  the  Bill  he 
would  have  seen  that,  in  its  original  shape. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1887.] 


Fair  Bent  Bill. 


[HOUSE.] 


Fair  Rent  Bill. 


659 


the  muling  interest  was  not  sufficiently  pro- 
tected. 

Mr.  FERGUS. —  I  may  say  that  I  went 
through  the  Bill  very  carefully,  and  was  quite 
satisfied  that  it  provided  for  the  protection  of 
mining.  I  went  through  the  Bill  very  carefully 
with  the  honourable  member  for  the  Dunstan 
and  arranged  the  matter,  and  I  was  perfectly 
satisfied  that  the  measure  made  every  pro- 
tection for  mining,  or  I  should  have  most 
certainly  given  it  my  most  strenuous  opposi- 
tion. 

Mr.  DUNCAN. — If  the  honourable  member 
takes  the  trouble  to  reaxl  the  Bill  he  will  see 
that,  without  the  amendment  we  have  put  in 
the  Bill,  it  would  have  been  in  the  power  of  the 
railway  company  to  shut  up  mining  in  the 
-whole  of  the  district — that  is,  if  the  Bill  had 
been  passed  as  it  was  brought  in.  I  am  quite 
sure  of  that.  I  desire,  however,  to  record  my 
protest  against  the  passing  of  the  Bill. 

Title  agreed  to. 

PAIR  RENT  BILL. 

Sir  G.  GREY.— I  have  to  move,  That  the  Fair 
Bent  Bill  be  now  read  a  second  time.  The 
name  of  the  Bill  sufficiently  declares  its  object, 
which  is  to  relieve  a  large  number  of  inhabit- 
ants of  New  Zealand  from  the  burdens  under 
which  they  are  at  present  sinking.  It  provides 
a  perfectly  equitable  machinery  for  adjusting 
those  burdens  in  a  fair  manner.  It  will  be 
inexpensive  in  its  operation ;  it  is  perfectly 
simple  in  its  form :  and  I  do  not  believe  it 
would  be  possible  to  provide  any  measure 
more  likely  to  restore  prosperity  in  a  multi- 
tude of  homes  throughout  the  Colony  of  New 
Zealand  than  the  measure  I  hold  in  my 
hand.  I  need  not  occupy  the  House  by  making 
any  lengthy  remarks  on  the  Bill,  because  its 
provi'^ions  are  so  perfectly  clear  that  any  ex- 
planation of  them  is  altogether  unnecessary. 
One  nuiendment  is  suggested  to  me — namely, 
as  to  the  constitution  of  the  Court  which  is  to 
hear  the  cases  on  which  the  future  of  this 
country  depends.  That,  Sir,  may  be  of  im- 
portance ;  but,  nevertheless,  if  a  Judge  was 
available,  I  think  it  would  have  been  much 
better  to  have  a  judicial  decision,  and  in  that 
manner  to  follow  more  closely  the  laws  now 
prevailing  in  Great  Britain,  of  which  this  is 
almost  a  copy. 

Mr.  COWAN. — I  have  much  pleasure  in  rising 
to  support  this  Bill.  This  is  one  of  immense 
importance,  and  should  be  passed  during  this 
session  of  Parliament.  I  shall  be  very  brief  in 
the  remarks  I  have  to  make.  The  principle  on 
which  this  Bill  is  based  is  not  a  new  one.  It 
has  been  in  existence  in  Scotland  for  hundreds 
of  years,  and  it  has  given  immense  satisfaction. 
The  machinery  there  is  known  as  the  Fiars 
Court,  under  which  rentals  of  agricultural 
lauds  are  fixed  from  time  to  time  according 
to  the  value  of  produce  for  the  time  being. 
And  I  take  it  to  be  the  principle  at  the  bottom 
of  this  Bill,  the  necessity  of  which  is  forced 
upon  us  by  the  adverse  circumstances  through 
which  onr  colony  has  been  passing  for  several 
years  now ;  and  these  circumstances  will  still 


continue,  and  will  increase  in  urgency,  unless 
an  increase  of  the  value  of  our  products  takes 
place :  until  that  increase  takes  place,  de- 
pend upon  it,  the  bad  times  we  are  passing 
through  will  continue.  The  result  of  these  bad 
times  is  known  to  all  private  landholders  in  the 
country;  and  the  same  results  which  private 
landlords  have  had  forced  upon  them  are  now 
being  felt  by  the  Crown.  The  other  day  I  stated 
that  the  Crown  tenants  in  arrear  in  March  of 
this  year  wore  in  arrears  to  the  extent  of 
£28,000  under  the  deferred-payment  and  per- 
petual-lease system.  Now,  what  I  wish  to 
point  out  to  the  House  is  this :  that  it  is  im- 
possible for  the  Crown  to  expect  the  payment 
of  a  large  portion  of  those  arrears  so  long  as 
bad  times  continue,  iloreover,  there  is  neces- 
sity for  some  such  Court  as  is  provided  for  in 
this  Bill,  to  take  into  consideration  not  only 
this  question  of  arrears,  but  also  the  fixing  of 
future  rentals.  I  believe  the  only  true  prin- 
ciple of  fixing  these  rentals  is  to  do  it  upon  the 
basis  of  the  value  of  produce  out  of  the  land  for 
the  time  being.  My  opinion  is  that  the  Court 
proposed  to  be  established  by  this  Bill  is  of  too 
expensive  a  character;  and  when  the  Bill  is 
in  Committee  I  will  endeavour  to  have  this 
Court  changed  from  what  is  proposed  in  this 
Bill  to  that  of  a  Resident  Magistrate  and  two 
assessors,  which,  I  believe,  will  be  the  cheapest 
form  of  Court  that  we  could  make  use  of. 
The  Resident  Magistrates  living  in  localities 
from  one  end  of  the  colony  to  another  will  have 
the  local  information  that  is  necessary,  and 
these  Resident  Magistrates  can  nominate  as 
assessors  gentlemen  in  whom  the  whole  locality 
will  have  confidence  as  -to  their  knowledge  of 
such  matters.  Another  alteration  which  I 
would  suggest  in  Committee  is  in  regard  to  the 
clause  which  provides  that  the  tenant  who  feels 
that  he  has  a  grievance  in  respect  to  his  rent 
being  excessive  should  be  relieved.  The  same 
privilege  ought  to  be  granted  to  the  landlord, 
who  feels  that  his  rent  is  not  sufficient.  I  think 
the  same  privilege  ought  to  be  given  to  the 
landlord  as  is  given  to  the  tenant  in  this 
clause.  There  are  a  few  other  alterations  in 
the  Bill  which  I  will  suggest  in  Committee, 
with  the  view  of  making  this  Bill  workable  in 
the  direction  of  giving  relief  to  Crown  tenants  ; 
and  I  trust  that  this  House  will  give  its  unani- 
mous assent'to  it. 

Mr.  TAYLOR. — I  am  astonished  to  see  the 
thinness  of  this  House  when  an  important  mea- 
sure like  this  is  under  discussion,  when  we  have 
been  dealing  all  the  afternoon  and  morning 
in  the  direction  of  looking  not  after  the  interests 
of  the  masses,  but  after  the  interests  of  the 
capitalists  ;  and  I  should  not  be  doing  my  duty, 
at  any  rate,  while  I  have  a  seat  la  this  House, 
if  1  did  not  speak  on  this  subject.  Although  I 
may  sometimes  disagree  with  the  honourable 
member  for  Auckland  Central,  I  am  prepared 
to  say  this :  that,  above  all  men  in  the  House,  I 
believe  he  is  trying  to  benefits  the  great  bulk  of 
the  people  of  this  colony.  Possibly,  by-and-by 
I  shall  be  dealt  with  in  the  same  manner  as 
the  honourable  gentleman  has  been  dealt  with 
because  I  take  an  interest  in  the  people  of 
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the  colony.  I  want  nothing.  My  8yini>athies 
are  distinctly  with  the  masses  of  the  people, 
and  during  the  few  years  I  have  got  left  I 
shall  advocate  their  interests  so  long  as  I  am 
here.  I  shall  certainly  support  the  honour- 
able member  for  Auckland  Central  in  every 
measure,  especially  a  measure  like  this,  calcu- 
lated not  only  to  relieve  one  or  two  individuals, 
but  hundreds  in  this  colony.  And  I  cannot  for 
one  moment  understand  the  Premier.  I  put  a 
question  distinctly  last  session  when  the  honour- 
able gentleman  was  in  opposition.  I  asked  the 
Premier  and  the  lato  Minister  of  Lands  a  ques- 
tion with  reference  to  the  appointment  of  a 
Board  of  Keviewers.  The  question  I  put  was 
this:  "Am  I  to  understand  that  the  Premier 
and  the  late  Minister  of  Lands  are  in  favour  of 
appointing  a  Board  of  Reviewers  not  only  to 
review  rents,  but  to  review  the  interest  paid  on 
mortgages,  and  other  things  ?  "  And  what  did 
the  Minister  say?  He  said,  distinctly,  "Yes" 
— he  was  in  favour  of  a  Board  of  Reviewers  in 
that  direction ;  and  I  cannot  understand  for 
my  life  why  this  Bill,  which,  in  my  opinion 
at  any  rate,  will  do  a  great  deal  of  good  to 
a  large  number  of  suffering  people  in  this 
country 

Mr.  TURNBULL.— Then  let  us  get  at  it  as 
soon  OS  we  can. 

Mr.  TAYLOR.  —  I  am  astonished  at  the 
honourable  member  for  Timaru.  I  shall  have 
to  put  him,  I  am  sorry  to  say,  in  the  category 
of  those  who  are  elected  here  to  do  one  thing 
and  who  do  another. 

Hon.  SIembebs. — 'No. 

Mr.  TAYLOR.— I  will  withdraw  that.  The 
honourable  gentleman  must  know  that  this 
Bill  is  a  most  beneficent  one. 

Mr.  TURNBULL.— I  am  afraid  you  will  lose 
it ;  the  time  is  getting  short. 

Mr.  TAYLOR. — I  do  protest  against  this  way 
of  burking  the  question.  What  have  we  heard 
to-day  ?  We  have  seen  members  getting  up  in 
order  to  burke  the  Bill  of  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Auckland  Central ;  but  his  mouth  is  not 
to  be  closed.  He  is  like  myself:  he  stands 
upon  a  sure  and  solid  foundation — that  is,  the 
interests  of  the  people  of  the  colony ;  and  so 
long  as  he  stands  upon  that  he  will  always  have 
my  vote  and  sympathy.  And  I  will  guarantee 
this :  that  when  I  go  back  to  my  constituents 
they  will  never  complain  of  my  supporting 
measures  brought  forward  by  the  honourable 
member  for  Auckland  Central  in  the  interests 
of  the  people  at  large. 

Mr.  M.  J.  S.  MACKENZIE.— 1  wish  to  say, 
while  supporting  the  Bill — and  I  do  so  very  cor- 
dially— that  I  recognise  that  this  is  a  serious 
step  which  is  about  to  be  taken.  It  is  a  Bill 
which  should  be  treated  veiy  seriously,  because 
it  proposes  to  disturb  contracts  entered  into 
between  the  Crown  and  its  tenants.  Under 
ordinary  circumstances  I  should  hesitate  to 
support  such  a  Bill ;  but  I  recognise  that  the 
circumstances  are  not  of  an  ordinary  kind. 
In  the  first  place,  it  appears  on  the  face  of  it 
absurd  that,  while  all  over  the  world  land- 
lords are  reviewing  the  terms  on  which  they 
stand  with  regard  to  their  tenants,  the 
Jlr.  Taylor 


Crown  alone  should  be  excluded  from  the 
privilege  of  doing  so  —  that  the  tenants  of 
the  Crovm  in  this  or  in  any  other  of  the 
colonies  should  be  the  only  persons  excluded 
from  the  privilege  of  a  review  of  contracts 
entered  into  under  what  then  appeared  favour- 
able circumstances.  I  feel,  however,  that  the 
circumstances  are  not  ordinary,  because  the 
tenants  of  the  Crown — and  I  am  alluding 
mostly,  all  through,  to  the  small  tenants  of 
the  Crown — entered  into  contracts  at  a  time 
when  the  conditions  of  trade  in  this  country 
were  subject  to  an  unprecedented  inflation — 
an  inflation  that  arose  out  of  oircumstances 
that  cannot  possibly  be  expected  to  occur 
again ;  an  inflation  that  was  the  consequence 
of  two  sources  of  wsalth  coming  into  this 
countr}- — namely,  an  increase  in  tbe  price  of 
our  produce  in  1871-72,  and  the  extraordinary 
quantity  of  borrowed  money  that,  under  the 
public -works  policy,  poured  in  at  the  same 
period.  The  two  circumstances  together  caused 
this  inflation,  and  the  tenants  took  lands  at 
prices  that  entailed  rents  quite  impossible  for 
them  to  pay.  If  I  could  see  any  other  way  of 
relieving  them  of  their  diflicultias  I  would  not 
support  a  Bill  containing  these  provisions ;  but 
I  can  see  no  other  way  of  doing  it.  The  Bill 
appears  to  me  to  be  a  fair  one,  and  so  long  as  a 
fair  rent  is  all  that  is  wanted  I  think  no  pei-son 
can  possibly  object  to  it.  It  may  be  that  the 
composition  of  the  Court  should  bo  altered. 
Perhaps  the  Surveyor-General  and  two  Magis- 
trates should  constitute  the  Court,  instead  of  a 
Judge  of  the  Supreme  Court.  I  think,  pro- 
bably, that  section  8  will  have  to  be  struck  out ; 
but,  beyond  such  alterations,  I  think  the  Bill  is 
a  reasonable  and  fair  oue ;  and  I  support  it 
with  a  great  deal  of  pleasure,  believing  that 
it  will  do  good  to  the  country. 

Mr.  MARCHANT.  — I  also  have  very  great 
pleasure  in  supporting  this  Bill,  in  the  interest 
of  the  tenants  on  Native  reserves.  Many  of 
these  imfortunate  people  arc  in  a  very  sad  con- 
dition indeed. 

Major  ATKINSON.— But  this  Bill  will  not 
touch  that  class  of  tenants. 

Mr.  MARCHANT.— I  intend  to  get  it  altered 
in  Committee  so  as  to  include  them. 

Major  ATKINSON.— Unfortunately,  I  think 
there  will  be  no  chance  of  that. 

Mr.  MARCHANT.— If  this  is  the  ruling  of 
the  Government,  I  have  very  little  more  to  say 
on  the  subject,  except  that  the  Bill  goes  partly 
in  the  direction  in  which  I  should  like  to  see  it 
go.  I  am  sorry  to  see  that  there  will  be  no  time 
to  so  alter  the  Bill  as  that  its  provisions  may 
apply  to  the  class  of  tenants  to  whom  I  have 
referred. 

Mr.  CADMAN. — I  sincerely  regret  the  posi- 
tion which  this  Bill  has  been  allowed  to  drift 
into  this  session.  It  appears  to  me  to  be 
a  sort  of  forlorn-hope  altogether,  and,  even 
though  it  passed  its  second  reading  now,  it 
cannot  become  law  this  session.  Last  sessioa 
the  Premier  spoke  of  the  necessity  of  relieving 
some  of  the  settlers  in  his  district ;  but,  seeing 
tbe  apathy  which  he  evinces  now  he  is  ia 
power,  I  can  only  say  that  the  honourable 
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gentleman  does  not  seem  to  me  to  carry  oat 
the  promises  he  has  made  many  times  on  the 
floor  of  this  House.  One  honourable  gentle- 
man told  us  of  tenants  paying  as  much  as 
12s.  and  lis.  an  acre  as  rent  on  land  worth 
£20  per  acre,  which  it  was  utterly  impossible 
for  them  to  pay  in  these  depressed  times.  I 
may  say  that  in  a  portion  of  my  own  dis- 
trict men  are  paying  rent  to  the  Crown  of 
Is.  6d.  an  acre  for  land  which  is  not  worth 
5s.  an  acre  for  the  fee-simple.  It  is  time  that 
the  Government  look(  d  seriously  into  this 
matter,  if  they  wish  pc:ople  to  remain  on  the 
land.  If  the  Government  enforce  these  rents, 
it  simply  means  that  people  must  leave  the 
land.  Our  object  is  to  maintain  the  people  on 
the  land  ;  and  in  order  to  carry  out  this  we 
must  now  be  prepared  to  see  the  rents  reduced. 
I  hope  that  the  Government  will  next  session 
deal  with  the  matter  seriously,  or  else  offer 
facilities  to  the  honourable  member  for  Auck- 
land Central  to  do  what  he  can  for  the  suffering 
tenants. 

Major  ATKINSON.— I  shall  be  very  glad  to 
support  the  second  reading  of  this  Bill,  because 
I  think  the  principle  of  it  is  a  very  right  one. 
I  have  said  that  two  or  three  times  before,  but, 
as  there  is  a  debate  on  the  subject  now,  I  may 
repeat  it.  The  Government,  as  the  House  well 
knows,  has  so  much  work  to  do  that  it  is  im- 
possible to  turn  its  attention  to  this  Bill  at  this 
period  of  the  session  and  pass  it  in  a  way  which 
they  would  think  satisfactory.  The  Bill  as  it 
stands,  in  my  opinion,  is  quite  imworkable,  and 
it  is  quite  impossible  to  pass  it.  Speaking  with 
a  sense  of  responsibility  and  not  with  the  free- 
dom of  an  honourable  member  who  has  nothing 
to  do  but  get  political  capital  out  of  it — I  am 
not  referring  to  the  honourable  member  for 
Auckland  Central ;  I  am  referring  to  other 
honourable  members  —  I  say  that  you  would 
do  nothing  satisfactory  with  this  Bill ;  it  is 
an  utterly  unworkable  measure.  I  have  given 
the  matter  some  little  thought,  and  I  am  not 
speaking  egotistically,  but  I  venture  to  say 
that  I  could  give  instructions  for  the  drafting 
of  a  much  more  satisfactory  Bill  than  this, 
and  one  which  'would  be  really  workable  ;  but 
it  is  out  of  my  power  at  this  period  of  the 
session.  If  you  take  the  number  of  cases,  you 
will  see  that  it  is  simply  ridiculous  to  talk  of  one 
Court  dealing  with  this  matter.  Two  Courts,  at 
any  rate,  would  be  needed ;  and  I  doubt  very 
much  whether  three  could  do  the  work.  Think 
of  the  large  number  of  tenants.  What  are  we 
to  do  with  the  tenants  of  the  lands  of  the 
Maoris  ?  As  my  honourable  friend  has  pointed 
out,  they  are  jiiasi-Govomment  tenants.  If 
we  were  to  propose  to  give  these  relief,  we 
know  that  the  Maoris  would  be  up,  and  that 
all  the  friends  of  Aie  Ma-oris  would  be  up, 
and  would  say,  "You  are  robbing  the  Maoris 
and  favouring  the  Europeans."  Any  one  who 
knows  anything  about  it  knows  that  to  relieve 
them  would  be  merely  an  act  of  justice ;  but  it 
is  quite  impossible  to  get  it.  Vihy  7  Because 
of  the  strong  feeling  in  this  House  with  re- 
gard to  this  question  of  ownership,  and  also 
becaose    of   the    resistance   which  would   be 
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offered  by  the  friends  of  the  Natives  on  th» 
ground  that  we  should  be  doing  an  injustice 
to  the  Natives.  What  I  want  to  say.  to  the 
honourable  gentleman  is  this :  I  shall  be  very 
glad  to  give  him  the  second  reading  of  this 
Bill  BO  far  as  I  can ;  it  was  through  my  action 
that  the  honourable  gentleman  had  the  chance 
offered  him  of  having  the  Bill  read  a  second 
time  this  day.  The  House  was  evidently  not 
disposed  to  deal  with  it ;  but  the  Government 
withdrew  all  opposition  to  the  Bill,  and  it  was- 
allowed  to  come  in  now  after  having  been  de- 
feated by  a  considerable  majority.  The  honour- 
able gentleman  is  under  the  impression — I  am 
sorry  that  he  is  so  incapable  of  reading  cha- 
racter, but  the  honourable  gentleman  is  under 
the  impression  that  out  of  jealousy  I  am  re- 
fusing him  this  Bill ;  that  I  want  the  honour  of 
it.  I  will  say  publicly  what  I  am  prepared  to 
do.  I  am  prepared  to  get  a  Bill  which  I  think 
will  be  workable — speaking  with  the  responsi- 
bility which  I  have — prepared  during  the  recess 
dealing  with  this  matter,  and  shall  be  happy 
to  hand  it  over  to  the  honourable  gentleman, 
and  will  assist  him  to  pass  it  through  next  ses- 
sion, so  that  his  name  will  then  be  connected 
with  it,  and  not  mine.  I  can  never  consent 
to  a  Bill  going  through  which  I  am  certain 
will  not  effect  the  object  in  view.  If  the 
honourable  gentleman  likes  to  work  the  Bill 
himself  entirely,  well  and  good ;  I  will  not  in- 
terfere :  but,  when  it  comes  up  next  session,  if 
I  see  it  is  not  satisfactory  I  shall  have  to  point 
this  out  to  the  House,  for  I  can  never  consent 
to  let  a  Bill  of  this  kind  go  into  Committee  and 
trust  to  Committee  amendments  to  get  it  put 
right.  I  shall  have  very  great  pleasure  in  sup- 
porting the  second  reading  of  the  Bill,  as  I  have 
already  said.  I  would  point  out  again,  how- 
ever, that  the  relief  granted  cannot  bo  very 
much  during  the  next  few  months.  The  Go- 
vernment have  undertaken  to  put  a  clause  into 
their  Land  Bill — if  there  is  not  authority  to  deal 
with  the  matter  otherwise — providing  that  no 
person  shall  be  pressed  for  his  rent  during  the 
few  months  between  this  and  the  next  session  ; 
and  the  House  can  then  deal  with  the  whole 
matter  in  a  thorough  way,  and  in  such  a  way 
that  it  may  be  proud  of  the  work  when  it  is- 
done.  I  do  hope  the  honourable  gentleman 
will  be  contented  with  this — that  ho  will  take 
the  second  reading;  and  then  I  shall  be  willing, 
and  happy  to  assist  him  in  passing  a  fair  Bill 
next  session. 

Sir  J.  V06EL. — Does  the  honourable  gentle- 
man propose  that  there  shall  be  no  rent  col- 
lected during  the  next  six  months  ? 

Major  ATKINSON.— All  I  proposed  to  do  is- 
that,  in  those  cases  where  it  is  shown  to  the- 
satisfaction  of  the  Government  that  there  i» 
undoubted  hardship,  I  will  see  that  there  shall 
not  be  pressure  put  on  those  persons. 

Sir  G.  GREY. — Sir,  I  am  anxious  to  reply 
to  some  of  the  statements  that  have  been  made 
in  reference  to  this  Bill.  The  Premier  was 
good  enough  to  state  that  I  was  indebted  to- 
him  for  having  had  an  opportunity  given  me  of 
bringing  forward  this  Bill  for  the  second  read- 
ing.   Oa  that  I  desire  to  remark  that  I>  really 
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think  the  honourable  gentlemaji  tried  to  pre- 
vent me  from  having  that  opportunity.  An 
examination  of  the  Order  Paper  will  show  that 
his  motion  expressly  excluded  my  Bill  from  an 
opportunity  of  getting  a  second  reading,  and  it 
was  only  by  an  amendment  of  mine  which  the 
House  indulged  me  by  entertaining  that  I  was 
enabled  to  move  the  second  reading.  The  Pre- 
mier also  said  in  the  course  of  the  discussion 
that  he  had  always  been  in  favour  of  this  mea- 
sure. Now,  that  I  deny  ;  and  I  am  anxious  to 
trace  the  history  of  this  Bill  and  show  what  it 
had  its  origin  in.  It  will  be  found  that  in  the 
year  18B2  I  brought  forward  a  Bill  absolutely 
identical  in  wording  to  this,  the  Deferred-pay- 
ment Settlers'  Relief  Bill.  On  that  occasion  a 
very  animated  debate  took  place  in  this  House, 
and  very  strong  language  was  used  in  regard  to 
myself  for  having  brought  such  a  Bill  forward. 
The  Bill  came  on  for  its  second  reading  on  the 
6th  of  July,  and  this  language  was  used  in 
■regard  to  my  proposal : — 

"  It  was  a  temptation  to  people  to  repudiate 
their  bargains.  That  was  the  true  purport  of 
the  Bill.  The  spirit  of  self-reliance  was  broken 
down  amongst  many  of  the  people,  and  this 
Bill  would  tend  to  break  it  down  still  more. 
It  would  destroy  all  independence  of  character. 
....  He  was  sorry  to  have  to  say  that 
the  Bill  was  totally  unworthy  of  the  high 
reputation  of  the  honourable  member  for  Auck- 
land East.    It  would  tempt  men  to  become 

dishonest  and  servile The  time  of 

the  House  and  the  country  should  not  be  taken 
up  in  considering  the  Bill.  The  Government 
should  honestly  and  fearlessly  put  their  foot 
down  and  not  allow  it  to  pass." 

That  was  the  language  on  that  occasion  of 
one  honourable  member.  The  present  Premier 
then  said,  "  He  was  quite  satisfied  that  the 
remedy  contained  in  this  Bill  would  not  be  the 
one  the  House  would  adopt."  He  agreed  with 
the  honourable  member  from  whose  remarks  I 
have  just  quoted,  and  added  that  "it  would 
sap  the  independence  of  the  people,  and  render 
government  impossible."  The  honourable 
gentleman  also  said,  "  He  himself  thought 
that  the  principles  of  the  Bill  were  quite  in- 
admissible, as  far  as  he  understood  it."  Well, 
Sir,  the  Premier  can  hardly  be  said,  therefore, 
to  have  been  always  in  favour  of  this  measure. 
The  then  Slinister  of  Lands,  Mr.  BoUeston, 
who  had  specially  to  deal  with  measures  re- 
lating to  lands,  spoke  as  follows  : — 

"  He  would  say  that  the  proposals  contained 
in  the  Bill  were  not  at  all  such  as  it  would  be 
right  for  the  House  to  enact.  .  .  .  He 
thought  ....  that  the  manner  in  which 
it  proposed  to  deal  with  the  question  would  not 
be  admissible." 

I  then  stood  in  the  House  almost  in  a  friend- 
less position;  but  one  honourable  gentleman 
came  to  the  rescue,  whose  kindly  face  and 
manner  have  often  encouraged  me  when  I 
have  been  greatly  depressed.  He  used  this 
language,  some  of  which  is  exactly  the  same 
as  the  language  that  has  been  used  to-day : — 

"  Some  speakers  have  argued  that  the  intro- 
duction of  the  Bill  was  a  step  which  should  not 
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have  been  taken  by  a  private  member;  bat 

it  was  pretty  well  known  that  the  honourable 
member  for  Auckland  East  had  been  in  the 
habit,  for  some  time  past,  of  bringing  forward 
measures  which  had  been  generally  adopted  by 
the  Government.  Therefore  the  honourable 
gentleman  was  not  in  any  way  out  of  harmony 
with  what  had  taken  place  in  the  past  in 
bringing  in  this  Bill,  for  as  soon  as  he  brought 
in  a  Bill  it  was  a  guarantee  that  the  Govern- 
ment would  take  it  up." 

Now,  that  is  exactly  what  the  Premier  pro- 
poses  to  do  to-day ;  and  I  would  ask,  if  this 
measure  had  been  introduced  into  this  country 
five  years  and  a  half  ago,  what  would  its  effect 
have  been  ?  The  Government  then  said  it  was 
necessary  to  introduce  something  of  the  kind, 
and  led  the  House  to  believe  that  they  would 
do  it,  but  on  a  totally  different  principle — and 
what  that  may  have  been  I  cannot  tell ;  but  I 
leave  it  to  honourable  gentlemen  to  say,  if 
during  the  past  five  years  and  a  half  this  Fair 
Rent  Bill  had  been  in  operation  in  New  Zea- 
land, what  the  position  of  this  colony  would 
be  to-day  compared  with  what  its  present  posi- 
tion is. 

Mr.  TAYLOR.— It  would  have  saved  the 
coimtry. 

Sir  G.  GREY. — I  am  certain  the  position  of 
thousands  of  families  would  have  been  abso- 
lutely different  from  the  position  they  are  in 
at  this  time.  Now,  my  own  language  on  that 
occasion  was  to  this  effect.    I  said, — 

"  That  first  directed  his  attention  to  the 
state  of  these  men,  and  he  had  determined 
never  to  lay  aside  the  thought  that  he  might 
possibly,  at  some  f  ature  day,  be  able  to  aid  the 
deferred-payment  settlers." 

And  I  said, — 

"  As  long  as  there  were  proprietors  of  large 
freeholds  in  New .  Zealand  it  was  quite  certain 
that  each  generation  of  freeholders  could  tax 
their  tenants  as  they  pleased ;  and  if  the  Go- 
vernment did  not  begin  by  clearing  out  of  the 
way  the  difficulty  offered  by  these  deferred- 
payment  settlers,  he  did  not  think  they  could 
frame  any  general  system  of  dealing  with  rents 
throughout  New  Zealand." 

I  pictured  to  the  House  a  scene  which  had 
taken  place  in  a  previous  session  some  years 
before.  On  one  occasion  several  hundred  per- 
sons had  assembled  in  Dunedin  at  a  land  sale, 
when  a  comparatively  very  small  number  of 
sections  were  offered,  and  they  consequently 
had  had  to  give  fabulously  high  prices  for  the 
land.  I  said  I  recollected  an  honourable 
gentleman  rising  in  the  House  and  reading 
a  telegram  he  had  received  concerning  the 
sale,  and  the  vast  prices  which  the  sections 
reached ;  and  the  announcement  was  re- 
ceived with  cheers,  and  I  then  got  up  and 
said  that  I  was  surprised  at  the  joy  exhibited, 
because,  instead  of  showing  a  sound  state  of 
things  in  the  colony,  I  considered  that  it  fore- 
boded great  disasters.  I  still  maintain  firmly 
that  opinion;  and  it  was  that  circumstance 
which  prevented  my  making  this  Bill  a  general 
measure,  applying  to  private  proprietors,  nntil 
we  had  first  of  all  deaJt  with  the  defened-pay- 
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ment  settlers.  Now,  I  c(ui  tell  the  House  that, 
notwithstanding  my  disappointment  in  1882,  I 
have  never  lost  sight  of  the  subject ;  but  I 
have  always  been  bailfled  if  I  have  attempted  to 
raise  a  question  of  the  kind,  and  what  has  taken 
place  this  session  must  show  the  House  it  is 
almost  a  miraculous  event  if  a  private  member 
should  succeed  in  passing  a  measure  of  the 
kind.  A  man  who  devotes  himself  to  a  work  of 
that  kind  must  live  on  for  years,  often  deprived 
almost  entirely  of  hope.  He  must  be  actuated 
by  a  spirit  of  resolute  determination.  He  must 
often  feel  depressed  in  spirits  and  heart,  and 
sink  almost  into  indescribable  melancholy  at 
finding  all  his  efforts  to  serve  his  fellow-men 
baffled  by  mere  rules  of  parliamentary  routine, 
by  what  are  called  "  Standing  Orders,"  by  ma- 
chinery which  renders  it  possible  for  a  Govern- 
ment to  prevent  any  man,  even  of  more  than 
ordinary  intellect,  from  coming  forward  and 
doing  anything  for  the  benefit  of  his  fellow- 
men,  unless  he  comes  forward  as  their  servile 
slave.  Such  is  a  true  picture.  Some  honour- 
able gentlemen  may  laugh,  but  I  am  sure  all 
will  feel  that  such  is  a  perfectly  true  picture. 
Honourable  gentlemen  heard  to-day  the  manner 
in  which  the  Premier  spoke  of  this  Bill  as  a 
wholly  unworkable  measure ;  and  I  ask,  hearing 
that,  would  it  be  believed  that  for  years  I  have 
brought  forward  laws — laws  which  have  been 
approved  in  different  nations,  laws  the  benefit 
of  which  has  been  established  for  years  in 
other  countries  and  recognised  with  gratitude  ? 
I  believe  that,  perhaps,  no  other  living  man 
has  received  from  so  many  parts  of  the  world 
expressions  of  gratitude  such  as  I  have  received 
for  laws  that  I  have  introduced.  And  yet  one 
individual  and  his  followers  can  in  this  coun- 
try for  years  cramp  all  my  efforts  here,  pre- 
venting me  from  effecting  anything ;  and 
such  has  been  the  course  continually  pursued. 
And  what  has  been  the  general  result  ?  That 
all  those  measures  I  have  proposed  have  been 
adopted  by  themselves.  Let  me  quote  some  of 
them  if  I  have  time.  Who  first  introduced  the 
Bill  that  changed  the  whole  system  of  taking 
oaths  in  the  colony?  And  who  really  took  it 
from  me  and  tried  to  make  it  a  measure  of  their 
own  ?  The  very  gentlemen  who  are  interfering 
with  me  upon  this  occasion.  Who  first  en- 
deavoured to  reform  the  legal  profession,  and 
tried  to  throw  it  open  when  it  was  in  such  a 
dreadful  state  ?  Will  any  one  deny  that  I  did 
that?  And,  then,  who  tried  to  take  that  out 
of  my  hands  ?  Was  it  not  a  colleague  of  the 
honourable  gentleman  there,  who  sits  in  the 
Upper  House,  who  endeavoured  to  rob  mo  of 
the  honour — if  there  was  any — of  introducing 
such  a  measure  OS  that  ?  It  was  I  who  brought 
these  measures  forward  first,  and  it  was  this 
honourable  gentleman  who  ultimately  endea- 
voured to  take  the  credit  for  passing  them. 
Many  have  been  the  similar  instances  here. 

Mr.  TAYLOH.— They  did  not  want  you  to 
get  the  credit  for  it. 

Sir  G.  OBEY.— That  is  a  matter  I  never 
troubled  about.  Then,  it  was  said  the  other 
night  that  some  intimation  had  been  made  to 
me  with  regard  to  a  reform  which  I  wish  to  see 


carried  out,  and  that,  because  I  would  not  ac- 
cept the  intimation  that  was  made  to  me,  I  was 
wanting  in  patriotism.  Was  there  any  want  of 
patriotism  in  that — that  I  should  avail  myseU 
of  some  offer  they  ma.de  to  me  to  carry  it 
as  they  pleased?  But,  in  reference  to  that 
matter,  I  can  only  say  this :  that  I  had  no 
idea  that  any  offer  was  being  made  to  me. 
Something  was  stated  to  me  by  a  gentleman 
who,  so  far  as  I  knew,  bad  no  authority  to 
come  to  me  at  all.  Something  was  said  about 
a  clause  being  put  in  a  Government  measure, 
instead  of  the  Bill  which  I  had  brought  for- 
ward being  allowed  to  be  carried.  I  was  asked 
if  I  would  agree  to  that ;  and  I  said.  Certainly 
not.  Why  should  I?  Unless  they  stated 
what  was  going  to  be  done  in  reference  to  the 
matter,  how  could  I  know  that  I  should  have 
been  right  in  adopting  such  a  course  ?  That  is 
the  only  intimation  I  ever  received.  No  proper 
intimation  was  ever  made  to  me — no  proper 
proposal  of  any  kind.  Now,  why  should  I  ac- 
cept this  proposal  which  has  been  mode  to  me 
to-night  ?  If  it  is  desirable  to  carry  this  Bill, 
why  should  it  not  be  done  at  once  ?  Why  not 
by  myself  now,  if  it  is  to  be  done  at  all  ?  It  is 
the  same  in  this  as  in  other  oases :  they  have 
first  objected  to  and  spoken  harshly  of  proposals 
which  they  have  afterwards  been  glad  to  see 
accomplished.  I  wish  so  far  to  defend  myself' 
in  this  matter  a,s  to  declare  that  this  Bill 
which  I  have  introduced  into  the  House  is 
sufficient  for  the  commencement  of  a  totally 
new  aygtom  by  the  Government.  It  is  per- 
fectly easy  for  a  Minister  sitting  upon  those 
benches  with  a  haughty  air  to  say,  "  With  a 
sense  of  responsibility  upon  me,  I  cannot  bring 
myself  to  introduce  a  measure  of  this  kind. 
It  is  ill  thought  out ;  it  is  not  sufficient  for 
the  purpose."  That  is  the  way  in  which  it 
is  sought  to  crush  this  measure.  How  do 
I  know  that  I  may  have  an  opportunity  of 
bringing  it  on  again?  Why  have  so  many 
laws  which  I  have  succeeded'  in  passing,  afcer 
discouragement  and  delays  of  this  kind,  eli- 
cited the  greatcet  gratitude  ?  The  laws  have 
been  approved  by  the  people.  And  how  sad 
that  here,  in  the  atmosphere  of  this  House, 
everything  not  brought  forward  by  the  Af inis- 
tors  is  said  to  be  bad  and  worthless  I  and  yet  it 
has  ultimately  to  be  brought  forward  by  the 
men  who  have  found  fault  with  it  in  that  way. 
Then,  I  say  this :  that  in  this  particular  in- 
stance I  have  been  working  since  1S82.  In  the 
meantime  the  tenants  of  the  Crown — the  ten- 
ants of  New  Zealand — ^whom  I  would  then  have 
relieved  of  their  misfortunes,  have  been  sub- 
jected to  disasters  which  they  ought  never  to 
have  known  ;  and  had  they  been  dealt  with,  as 
I  understood  would  be  the  case,  immediately 
after  the  session  of  1882,  after  the  Bill  I  had 
introduced  hod  been  rejected,  the  aspect  of 
Now  Zealand  at  the  present  time  would  have 
been  totally  different  from  what  it  is.  Im- 
mense misery  would  have  been  saved,  thou- 
sands of  men  would  have  been  spared  anxious 
minds,  if  the  Government  who  sat  upon  those 
benches  had  only  done  their  duty  and  had  nob 
thrown  out  a  n;ost  beneficial  measure.    Well, 
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I  ask  the  HoQse  to-night  to  pass  this  Bill.  I 
stand  here  again,  after  five  years  of  expecta- 
tion, anxiety,  and  trembling  hope,  to  ask  that 
Buoh  a  Bill  as  this  raay  be  carried  ;  and  I  ask 
honourable  members,  ought  I  to  be  put  o5 
in  the  manner  which  the  Premier  proposes — 
that  the  Bill  should  be  simply  read  a  second 
time,  and  relegated  to  the  waste-paper  basket  ? 
I  gay  that  is  a  hardship  to  the  people  of  New 
Zealand.  I  ask  that  it  may  be  passed  at 
once ;  I  do  not  ask  that  from  want  of  patriot- 
ism, or  from  the  desire  to  achieve  anything  for 
myself.  I  now  ofier  to  hand  the  Bill  over  to 
the  Government.  I  will  do  so  with  pleasure ; 
I  will  help  them :  I  will  allow  them  in  any 
way  they  like  to  subject  it  to  any  criticism,  to 
any  alteration  which  may,  improve  it.  But  I 
do  ask,  on  behalf  of  the  Crown  tenants  of  New 
Zealand,  that  there  should  be  no  delay  in  deal- 
ing with  a  measure  which  will  benefit  them 
to  an  almost  incalculable  degree.  I  ask  that. 
There  is  a  "  House  "  here  present ;  there  will  be 
no  difficulty  in  assenting  to  my  request :  let 
there  be  no  more  delay  in  the  consideration  of 
this  measure.  They  say  that  they  approve  of 
the  principle  of  that  which  they  called  oy  such 
sad  names  previously.  Let  them  adopt  that 
principle ;  let  them  pass  the  measure.  They 
could  easily  do  it  in  a  couple  of  days  or  less. 
I  am  sure  that  a  single  day  would  be  sufficient 
to  do  this,  and  that  other  business  might  be 
accomplished  at  the  same  time.  Let  this 
Parliament  separate  now,  at  the  end  of  its  first 
session,  with  the  consciousness  that  it  has  done 
one  great  and  good  thing.  There  is  a  special 
necessity  for  [this  being  done,  because  hitherto 
the  aim  of  this  Parliament  has  been  to  create 
great  landowners  not  only  in  New  Zealand,  but 
owners  of  land  in  New  Zealand  who  may  reside 
where  they  please.  That  has  been  the  one  thing 
to  which  this  present  Parliament  has  devoted 
itself.  One  great  measure  for  this  purpose  has 
been  passed  earlier  in  the  session,  another  has 
been  passed  bo-day,  and  a  third  is  to  be  passed 
to-night,  if  possible ;  and  let  us  meet  this 
great  and  growing  evil  by  providing  a  remedy 
of  the  kind  this  Bill  applies.  Let  honourable 
gentlemen,  while,  on  the  one  hand,  they  are 
indefensibly  creating  these  large  estates  and 
these  great  absentee  landholders,  give  the 
tenants  who  are  to  be  plunged  into  misery 
the  means  of  extricating  themselves  from  the 
difficulties  into  which  this  House  is  plunging 
them.  The  lands  have  been  taken  from  the 
people  themselves;  those  who  ought  to  have 
been  proprietors  are  becoming,  and  must  be- 
come, tenants,  probably  to  be  rack-rented  by 
people  in  distant  countries.  Let  us  therefore 
be  able  to  say,  also,  that  we  have  provided 
remedies  for  the  evils  which  we  admit  we 
have  called  into  existence  to  a  greater  degree 
than  was  ever  previously  done.  That  is  all 
I  ask.  Either  let  me  have  the  pleasure  of 
carrying  this  Bill  through,  or  let  the  Oovem- 
ment  determine  to  take  it  up  and  cany  it 
through  during  the  present  session.  I  am  sure 
that  honourable  members  will  help  them ;  and 
I  shall  forget  the  misery  of  past  delays,  the 
inaction  forced  upon  me,  I  shc^l  forget  oU  my 
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mental  suffering,  if  they  will  only  join  with, 
me  in  getting  passed  a  measure  which,  I  am 
sure,  will  be  of  great  benefit  to  the  whole  com- 
munity. 

Bill  read  a  second  time. 

Sir  a.  GREY.— I  move,  That  this  Bill  be- 
committed  presently. 

Major  ATKINSON.— I  am  sorry  that  I  can- 
not agree  to  this  Bill  being  committed,  and  I 
am  sorry  that  the  honourable  gentleman,  as  it 
seems  to  me,  is  unreasonable.  I  have  no  wish' 
to  say  hard  things  of  him,  although  I  could 
say  some  hard  things  and  some  just  things  in- 
regard  to  the  honourable  gentleman;  but  I 
have  said  all  I  wish  to  say.  It  is  quite  un- 
reasonable to  expect  that  a  Government  pressed 
with  public  work  as  we  are  could  make  the  Bill 
workable  this  session.  I  say  that  to  the  House 
with  a  sense  of  responsibility,  and  I  ask  the- 
House  not  to  agree  to  this  Bill  being  com- 
mitted. I  move,  as  an  amendment,  That  the 
Bill  be  committed  next  week. 

Dr.  PITCHETT.  —  On  the  understanding 
that  you  will  fix  a  day  for  considering  it  ? 

Major  ATKINSON.— No;  on  the  distinct 
understanding  that  it  is  not  to  come  on  again. 

Dr.  PITOHETT.  — Then  why  fix  for  next 
week? 

Major  ATKINSON.— I  do  not  wish  to  ex- 
press my  opinion  that  the  principle  of  the  Bill 
is  not  a  proper  one  ;  but  it  is  quite  unworkable 
as  it  stands,  and  it  is  impossible  that  Parlia- 
ment can  make  it  into  a  workable  Bill  thia 
session. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.  — It  is  not  customary  to- 
make  such  a  motion  as  that  at  this  stage. 
The  amendment  should  come  on  the  motion 
that  I  do  leave  the  chair. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— I  would  suggest  that  the 
Premier  should  move  that  the  Bill  be  com- 
mitted next  sitting  -  day  ;  and  it  might  be- 
arranged  for  it  to  come  on  with  local  Bills  that 
we  expect  to  reach.  In  the  meantime  the  de- 
fects may  be  considered,  and  there  may  be^ 
some  means  found  of  amending  them. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— I  would  call  attention  to 
the  following  passage  from  May  upon  this 
point: — 

"  When  a  Bill  has  been  read  a  second  time,, 
a  question  is  put, '  That  this  Bill  be  committed,' 
which  is  rarely  opposed,  being  a  mere  formal 
sequel  to  the  second  reading,  not  admitting  of 
any  discussion  of  the  merits  of  the  Bill  itself." 

When  the  motion  is  made  that  I  do  leavo 
the  chair,  then  the  Premier's  amendment  will 
be  in  order. 

Major  ATKINSON.— I  do  not  wish  to  move 
any  amendment.  I  can  avoid  it.  We  may 
negative  this  motion.  What  would  be  the 
eSect  of  that  ?    Will  the  Bill  be  lost  ? 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— Yes.  The  House  will  have 
refused  to  allow  the  Bill  to  proceed  to  the 
stage  of  being  committed. 

Major  ATKINSON.— Then  we  had  better  take 
that  course  ;  or  I  am  vrilling  to  make  it  next 
sitting-day. 

Sir  G.  GREY. — Are  yon  willing  to  have  it 
committed  for  the  next  sitting-day  ? 

Major  ATKINSON.— I  say  I  am  willing  to 
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withdraw  my  amendment,  and  let  the  hononr- 
Able  gentleman  have  the  order  for  next  sitting- 
4ay. 

Sir  a.  GREY.— Am  I  allowed  to  speak,  Sir, 
'On  this  point  ? 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— I  have  mled  that  there 
should  he  no  debate  at  this  stage ;  but,  should 
«  motion  be  made  that  I  do  leave  the  chair  in 
order  that  the  House  may  go  into  Committee  on 
'the  Bill,  an  opportunity  to  speak  would  be  given 
:to  the  honourable  gentleman. 

Sir  G.  GREY.— I  do  not  wish  to  debate  at 
all,  but  I  wish  to  make  an  explanation.  The 
Premier  says  that  this  Bill  is  absolutely  un- 
workable. I  have  as  great  a  knowledge  of  the 
Bill  as  the  honourable  gentleman  has  as  to  its 
working  in  dlfierent  countries  and  places  ;  and 
I  know  that  his  idea  that  this  is  an  utterly 
unworkable  Bill  is  an  entire  mistake.  If  I 
am  defeated,  it  will  be  a  defeat  in  the  death- 
'.struggle  for  the  liberties  of  the  settlers  of  New 
Zealand.  But  I  am  not  the  person  who  destroys 
their  hopes :  it  is  those  who  would  profit  from 
doing  tms  act.  I  move,  That  you  do  leave  the 
chaii. 

The  House  divided  on  the  question,  "  That 
ihe  Bill  be  committed  presently." 
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KAMO  AND  KAWAKAWA  RAILWAYS 
CONNECTION  AND  CONSTRUCTION 
BILL. 

Mr.  HOBBS.  —  Sir,  in  moving  the  second 
reading  of  this  Bill,  I  just  wish  to  remind 
honourable  members  that,  though  I  desire  to 
3>ush  this  matter  through  the  House,  I  to-day 
waived  my  right  to  precedence  on  the  Order 
Paper  in  favour  of  the  Otago  Central  Railway 
Bill  and  the  Fair  Rent  Bill,  to  oblige  the  gentle- 


men in  charge  of  these  Bills.  In  explaining  this 
Bill,  I  do  not  intend  to  keep  the  House  longer 
than  I  can  possibly  help;  but  I  am  bound  to 
explain  a  few  of  the  facts  connected  with  the 
measure,  in  order  that  honourable  members 
may  understand  it  properly.  This  is  not  the 
first  time  that  the  Bill  has  been  before  the 
House.  It  has  been  before  the  House  for  the 
last  ten  years,  in  one  way  or  another ;  and  now 
it  is  time  that  something  should  be  done  in  the 
way  of  providing  the  railway  asked  for.  I  may 
say  that  this  railway  is  intended  to  connect 
two  Government  lines,  one  the  Whangarei- 
Kamo  Railway,  which  has  cost  the  country 
£tiO,000;  and  the  other  the  Kawakawa  Rail- 
way, which  is  partly  constructed,  and  has  cost 
£100,000;  and  it  will  require  a  sum  of  £210,000 
to  complete  and  connect  these  two  railways.  I 
may  explain  that  it  is  intended  to  carry  out  the 
object  of  this  Bill  on  the  land-grant  principle, 
because  we  have  looked  in  vain  to  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  day  to  help  us  in  the  matter.  And, 
as  the  House  has  recognised  that  principle  in 
the  cases  of  the  Midland  Railway,  the  Mana-  • 
watu  Railway,  and  the  Otogo  Central  Railway 
Bill  which  we  passed  to-day,  I  feel  certain  the 
House  will  not  ignore  this  measure,  especially 
when  I  say  that  when  it  oomes  from  the  Com- 
mittee I  am  prepared  to  let  the  matter  stand 
on  its  merits.  One  great  object  we  have  in 
view  is  to  develop  the  coalfields  about  Hiku- 
rangi.  The  reports  that  are  publi^ed  of 
former  surveys  show  that  the  coal  is  cropping  up 
all  along  the  line  of  railway,  where  there  are 
good  seams,  whioh  Sir  James  Hector's  depart- 
ment and  practical  men  in  the  district  and  in 
Wellington  who  have  tested  the  coal  have  pro- 
nounced to  be  of  first-rate  quality.  But  this  is 
absolutely  useless  to  us  unless  we  can  utilise 
it  by  connecting  these  two  railways.  There  is 
also  a  valuable  bush  close  to  this  railway-line, 
having  an  area  of  seventeen  thousand  acres. 
This  is  not  all  covered  with  kauri ;  but,  still, 
it  is  a  valuable  bush,  and  it  cost  the  Govern- 
ment the  sum  of  £12,000  some  four  years  ago. 
It  will  be  valued  by  the  Government  valuators 
in  connection  with  this  railway,  so  that  there 
is  not  the  slightest  fear  of  its  being  under- 
valued. I  mention  this  because  honourable 
members  have  spoken  about  this  bush  being 
of  such  great  value,  and  it  would  appear  that 
I  had  some  object  in  moving  in  this  matter 
other  than  the  good  of  my  district  and  of  the 
colony  at  large.  But  I  may  say  I  have  never 
been  connected  with  any  company  up  to  the 
present  time ;  I  have  always  kept  aloof.  And, 
while  this  matter  is  under  discussion,  I  may 
say,  further,  that  when  this  was  purchased, 
four  years  ago,  by  the  Government  there  were 
private  parties  in  treaty  to  purchase  this  bush 
from  the  Natives,  who  offered,  if  I  used  my 
influence  to  effect  a  purchase  for  them,  that  I 
should  have  a  share ;  but  I  treated  the  offer 
with  scorn,  and  said  I  would  be  no  party  to  it. 
I  wish  to  see  the  land  utilised  for  the  good  of  the 
country,  because,  however  valuable  that  bush 
may  be,  and  however  valuable  the  coalfields 
may  be,  unless  they  are  utilised  they  are  abso- 
lutely valueless.     One  other  point  I  wish  to 
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mention.  We  aie  desirons  of  settling  and 
deTeloping  the  land  in  the  North ;  and  I  can- 
not understand  gome  persons'  objection  to  this 
land-grant  principle  of  making  railways,  be- 
cause it  must  be  admitted  that  if  a  company 
take  this  up,  if  the}[  secure  this  land,  they  can- 
not bold  it,  or  take  it  out  of  the  colony,  or  eat 
it,  but  they  must  settle  it  and  put  people  on 
the  land ;  and  this  is  what  we  have  to  consider. 
Now,  I  can  easily  understand  the  opposition 
offered  to  this  proposal  by  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Auckland  Central.  He  is  opposed  to  it 
on  principle.  He  opposed  the  Midland  Bail- 
way  Bill,  the  Manawatu  Bill,  and  the  Otago 
Central.  All  those  he  opposed  on  principle, 
and  therefore  I  can  appreciate  his  opposition 
to  this  Bill ;  but  when  honourable  members 
who  have  voted  for  the  other  measures  oppose 
this,  without  coming  to  me  for  information, 
and  who  admit  that  they  know  nothing  about 
it,  I  think  they  are  acting  very  inconsistently. 
I  have  all  the  information  at  my  disposal,  and 
I  am  willing  to  give  that  information.  I  hope 
honourable  members  will  not  be  prejudiced  by 
any  one  whispering  to  them  that  this  bush  is  of 
fabulous  value,  and  that  I  have  a  desire  to  secure 
it  for  a  syndicate,  or  anything  of  that  kind.  I 
have  never  been  guilty  of  anything  of  that 
sort ;  I  would  not  do  it ;  and  I  think  I  am  suf- 
ficiently well  known  in  Auckland  for  it  to  be 
known  there  that  I  should  not  be  likely  to  do 
anything  of  the  sort.  Then,  after  the  Bill  is 
passed,  there  is  all  the  trouble  to  come  about 
floating  a  company  at  Home  and  getting  the 
matter  ta3cen  up.  If  I  do  succeed  it  is  a  ques- 
tion whether  we  shall  be  able  to  get  a  company 
to  take  it  up  and  carry  it  through.  I  would  be 
the  last  one  to  part  with  the  land  of  the  colony, 
or  the  forests  of  the  colony,  or  anything  of  that 
kind  to  strangers,  to  foreigners  or  aliens.  But 
I  do  want  to  see  the  country  settled.  We  are 
talking  about  the  settlement  of  the  land,  and 
this  is  the  way  to  get  the  land  settled.  I  am 
quite  sure,  if  the  House  will  give  this  measure 
the  consideration  which  it  deserves,  as  has 
been  done  to  other  measures  of  a  similar  kind, 
the  House  will  agree  to  the  second  reading  to- 
night. If  it  is  road  a  second  time  to-night, 
and  referred  to  the  Waste  Lands  Committee, 
then  next  session  I  shall  be  able  to  introduce 
it,  and  honourable  members  will  know  more 
about  it:  for  they  will  be  able  to  make  in- 
quiries to  satisfy  themselves  as  to  its  bona 
fides.  I  can  assure  the  House  I  have  no  object 
in  view  but  the  good  of  the  district  and  the 
colony  at  large.  I  will  not  detain  the  House, 
as  it  is  anxious  to  got  through  the  business ; 
but,  if  there  is  any  other  information  that  is 
desired,  I  shall  be  happy  to  give  it.  I  beg  to 
move  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  TAYLOE.— I  will  second  the  motion  pro 
form/i.  The  latter  remarks  of  the  honourable 
gentleman  certainly  incline  me  to  vote  in 
favour  of  the  Bill,  because  I  can  conceive  it 
possible  that  between  this  session  and  the  next 
session  a  flood  of  light  may  be  thrown  upon 
the  question  ;  and  the  honourable  member  for 
the  Bay  of  Islands  is  not  inclined  to  force 
the  measure  through  now.  The  Government 
Mr.  Hobba 


possibly  will  kindly  accept  his  views,  and  not 
make  this  another  Government  measure  for 
to-night.  I  was  gratified  to  hear  the  honour- 
able member  take  such  a  liberal  view.  1  never 
thought  for  a  moment  that  he  would  be  in- 
terested  in  or  use  his  position  in  this  House 
to  float  a  thing  that  he  did  not  believe  would 
be  for  the  benefit  of  the  country.  And,  when 
he  says  that  he  is  prepared  to  take  the  second 
reading  and  let  the  question  stand  over  till 
next  session,  I  do  trust  that  at  any  rate  tho 
Government  will  not  oppose  that  proposal.  I 
may  say  I  am  sony  for  the  Government.  -I  am 
exceedingly  sony  for  the  Government.  They 
are  not  only  wasting  our  time,  day  after  day,. 
but  they  will  not  take  a  proper  stand  upon  this 
question.  I  am  not  going  to  complain  about 
anything  affecting  myself  individually;  but 
what  do  we  find?  We  find  the  Government 
supporters  being  assisted  in  order  to  get  their 
Bills  through.  Now,  although  I  am  opposed 
to  the  Government,  I  have  a  right  to  be  dealt 
with  fairly  by  the  Government ;  and  the  Go- 
vernment will  have  to  deal  fairly  by  me,. 
whether  they  like  it  or  not.  I  am  not  going  to 
either  close  my  mouth  ,or  be  dealt  with  offen- 
sively by  any  member  of  the  Government.  I 
want  nothing  from  the  Government,  but  I  have 
a  right  to  defend  the  people  who  send  mo  here. 
I  do  hope  that  measures  will  not  be  got  rid  of 
by  side-winds  and  quibbles.  I  have  listened  to 
the  honourable  member  for  Dunedin  Central 
this  afternoon,  asking  whether  this  means  that, 
and  the  other  means  the  other  thing ;  and  I  do- 
trust  that  the  people  of  this  colony  will  begin 
to  learn,  by-and-by,  not  to  send  gentlemen  here 
to  quibble  about  words,  but  to  try  and  apply 
any  ability  which  they  may  have  for  the  bene- 
fit of  the  people  at  large.  The  honourable- 
member  for  the  Bay  of  Islands  admits  that  he 
is  simply  going  to  move  the  second  reading  this 
session.  I  suppose  that  he  wants  it  for  no  other 

?urpose  than  a  political  purpose.  I  say  that 
do  not  object  to  the  land-grant  principle,  but 
I  am  glad  the  honourable  gentleman  is  going 
to  give  us  time  to  consider  it.  I  would  also, 
say  this :  that  I  do  not  think  the  honourable- 
member  for  Auckland  Central  has  been  fairly 
dealt  with  to-night,  and  I  hope  he  will  make- 
another  protest  against  this  Bill.  I  only  wislb 
to  see  us  get  on  with  the  business.  If  the 
Government  had  token  a  proper  stand  they 
would  not  have  introduced  these  Bills  by  » 
side-wind,  as  they  have  done.  There  have  bieeii> 
a  number  of  Bills  passed  to-day  by  what  I  call 
a  fluke,  and  I  shall  do  my  best  to  get  them 
put  out  in  another  place.  Although  I  disagree, 
jiossibly,  with  the  Upper  Chamber,  there  are 
times.  Sir,  when  they  do  their  duty  by  throw- 
ing out  ill-considered  and  quickly-passed  mea- 
sures, which  the  Government,  in  my  opinion, 
has  had  no  right  to  pass. 

Sir  G.  GEEY. — Sir,  I  just  wish  to  make  on» 
remark  to  try  to  remove  an  impression  from  the 
mind  of  the  honourable  member  for  the  Bay 
of  Islands.  He  stated  that  one  of  the  grea^ 
advantages  of  constructing  railways  by  giving 
land  to  companies  was  this :  that  the  land 
could  sot  go  away  from  the  colony — that  it  was. 
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there ;  and  he  went  on  to  say  that  you  could 
not  eat  it.  Well,  now,  all  these  discoveries  are 
perfectly  true.  But  what  he  overlooked  is  this : 
that  you  will  have  a  large  absent  proprietary. 
Already  that  proprietary  is  large  in  number, 
hut,  unfortunately,  its  property  grows  larger  in 
extent,  and  the  property  and  rentals  are  im- 
mense that  it  carries  away  from  these  Islands. 
The  fact  of  the  matter,  therefore,  is  this :  that 
these  people  will  eat  up  the  substance  that 
comes  from  the  land,  carrying  away  and  con- 
suming almost  the  whole  of  it,  and  con- 
tinually diminishing  the  quantity  which  they 
leave  for  the  tenants  who  work  that  land 
for  them.  Therefore  what  you  do  is  this : 
Yon  change  your  population  from  being  a 
small-farm  proprietary  into  a  population  of 
tenants,  who  will  gradually  sink  lower  and 
lower  into  the  depths  of  poverty.  Every  year, 
through  long  centuries  probably,  they  will  fall 
lower  and  lower  in  the  scale  of  civilisation, 
and  their  misfortunes  will  be  greater  and  their 
di£Sculties  more  considerable.  Such  must  be 
the  inevitable  result,  and  in  New  Zealand  it 
will  have  a  very  evil  effect  indeed  from  the 
isolated  position  of  this  country.  They  cannot 
escape  except  with  difBculty,  and  you  will  have 
here  an  Ireland  reproduced,  but  in  a  much 
worse  and  more  wretched  form  than  Ireland 
ever  presented.  If  the  honourable  gentleman 
would  only  reflect,  I  am  perfectly  sure  that  he 
would  see  that  such  things  as  I  depict  must  in- 
evitably take  place,  and  that  to  answer  me  that 
the  land  is  there,  and  it  cannot  be  eaten,  or 
that  the  people  cannot  eat  it,  is  no  reply  at  all 
to  the  truth  which  is  terrible  to  contemplate, 
and  which  is  certain  to  come.  Therefore  I 
would  gladly  convert  him  to  the  view  that  I 
hold :  that  it  is  best  for  us  to  raise  the  money 
upon  the  land  ourselves,  instead  of  disposing 
of  the  land  to  foreigners  in  the  way  that  he 
proposes  to  dispose  of  it ;  to  create  a  proprie- 
tary of  our  own  in  this  country,  and  not  to 
rob  the  people,  as  we  are  virtually  doing,  of  the 
inheritance  which  Great  Britain  gave  them.  I 
believe  that  the  work  of  this  session — the  work 
that  has  been  carried  on  of  disinheriting  a  large 
portion  of  the  population  of  New  Zealand  of 
lands  of  the  utmost  value  to  them — I  believe 
that  that  work  which  we  have  accomplished 
will  leave  its  impress  upon  this  country  for 
many  years  to  come ;  that  this  is  the  black 
session  of  Now  Zealand,  which  has  greatly  in- 
creased its  misfortunes  instead  of  benefiting 
it — a  session  the  memory  of  which  will  long 
live  in  men's  minds,  the  evil  effects  of  which 
none  of  us  will  live  to  see  die  out  in  this  colony. 
I  do  hope  the  honourable  gentleman  will  change 
his  views,  and  will,  during  the  recess,  carefully 
consider  this  question.  I  will  give  him  a  list 
of  works  which  I  am  satisfied  will  bring  him  to 
the  views  I  have  expressed,  if  he  will  only  con- 
sider them ;  and  I  hope  yet  be  will  come  back 
a  benefactor  to  his  country,  declaring  he  will 
not  press  this  Bill,  from  the  conviction  he  feels 
that  he  ought  not  to  do  it,  and  that  he  will 
strive  with  us  to  prevent  great  evils  of  this 
kind  falling  upon  the  country,  which  is  already 
pressed  upon  by  so  many. 


Mr.  T.  THOMPSON.— I  wish  to  state  that  I 
intend  to  vote  against  this  Bill.  I  have  always 
been  opposed  to  alienating  largo  blocks  of  land 
for  the  construction  of  railways.  I  believe 
that  the  principle  is  bad,  and  that,  sooner  or 
later,  the  effect  will  be  that  the  Government 
will  have  to  purchase  these  railways  at  a  price 
which  will  leave  considerable  loss  to  the  colony. 
I  simply  say  these  few  words  as  entering  my 
protest  against  this  Bill  being  read  a  second 
time. 

Mr.  TURNBULL.— I  shall  move,  That  this 
debate  be  adjourned ;  because  the  honourable 
gentleman  has  said  that  the  Bill  which  he 
seeks  to  pass  has  already  been  some  ten  or 
twelve  years  before  the  public,  and  has  not  yet 
been  passed.  The  honourable  gentleman  stated 
as  fairly  as  he  could  the  position  of  affairs; 
but  it  must  be  evident  that  no  one  in  this 
House  except  the  northern  members  can 
know  anything  about  the  position  of  this  line, 
or  what  advantage  it  will  be  to  the  colony. 
I  think  the  honourable  gentleman,  having  at- 
tracted the  attention  of  the  House  to  the  sub- 
ject, has  gone  as  far  as  he  should  go  this  session 
with  his  measure,  because,  if  it  passes  to  the 
Waste  Lands  Committee,  it  will  involve  the 
expenditure  of  a  great  deal  of  time.  It  may  go 
safely  through  that  Committee ;  but  then  the 
House  afterwards  would  require  to  be  satisfied 
that  all  the  statistics  are  correct,  and  that  a 
benefit  was  likely  to  accrue  to  the  country  from 
the  construction  of  the  line. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— I  wish  to  point  out  to  the 
honourable  gentleman  that  an  honourable  mem- 
ber, in  moving  the  adjournment  of  the  debate, 
cannot  speak  on  the  general  question,  but 
must  confine  himself  to  the  question  of  adjonm- 
ment.  If  the  honourable  gentleman  wishes  to 
speak  to  the  main  question  I  will  consider  that 
he  has  not  moved  the  adjournment,  and  will 
rcpropose  that  question. 

Mr.  TURNBULL.— Then,  Sir,  I  wiU  move. 
That  the  House  do  now  adjourn.  I  do  not  want 
to  vote  against  the  Bill,  because  that  would 
rather  be  to  injure  the  whole  affair.  I  should 
prefer  that  the  honourable  gentleman  should 
withdraw  his  Bill,  having  attracted  attention 
to  it.  I  think  myself  that  altogether  we  have 
been  very  lax  with  regard  to  these  railways, 
and  that  the  information  regarding  them 
which  wo  ought  to  have  had  has  not  been  laid 
before  the  House.  Of  course  that  is  not  the 
case  in  regard  to  the  Bill  which  we  passed  this 
afternoon,  because  that  subject  has  been  before 
the  country  for  some  years.  I  would  also  point 
out  that,  if  we  pass  the  second  reading  of  this 
Bill,  that  pledges  us  to  the  principle,  and  it 
will  be  used  as  an  argument  afterwards,  if  this 
measure  is  brought  forward  again,  that  it  has 
already  been  before  the  House,  and  that  the 
House  has  agreed  to  its  principle. 

Mr.  SAMUEL.  —  I  second  the  motion  for 
adjournment,  and  do  so  not  because  I  am  op- 
posed to  the  second  reading,  but  because  I  look 
upon  this  as  simply  a  complimentary  second 
reading.  We  have  not  gone  sufficiently  into 
the  matter  to  vote  for  the  second  reading  if 
to  do  80  means  to  affirm  the  principle ;  and, 
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ander  these  ciroumstanoes,  it  \roald  not  be 
tight  for  the  House  to  agree  to  the  second 
reading. 

Mr.  MOAT.— Sir,  I  really  think  the  best 
thing  the  honourable  member  for  the  Bay  of 
Islands  could  do  would  be  to  drop  the  Bill. 
7he  Waste  Lands  Committee  would  certainly 
not  have  time  to  go  into  it  and  take  the  neces- 
sary evidence  this  session,  and  the  whole  thing 
would  have  to  be  gone  into  again  next  session. 
The  honourable  gentleman  has  stated  that  it 
has  been  before  the  country  for  ten  years  in  one 
way  and  another.  It  is  quite  true  it  has.  It 
camo  before  the  country  in  this  way :  that  it 
was  proposed  to  make  a  railway-line  to  connect 
the  Kawakawa  coal-mine  with  the  port,  and  it 
was  stated  that  that  could  be  made  part  of  the 
2Torth  of  Auckland  Trunk-line.  Some  time  after- 
wards a  coal-mine  was  opened  at  Kamo,  near 
Whangarei :  parties  interested  in  that  coal-mine 
also  said  that  a  line  from  there  to  the  port  could 
be  mode  part  of  the  North  of  Auckland  Trunk- 
line.  Accordingly  the  railway  was  made,  and 
nothing  more  was  heard  in  connection  with 
it  until  the  session  of  1884.  The  l^onourable 
member  for  the  Bay  of  Islands  got  the  then 
Premier  to  consent  to  the  introduction  of  a 
clause  in  the  East  and  Weut  Coast  Middle 
Island  Railway  Bill,  authorising  a  syndicate 
to  construct  a  line  on  similar  terms  between 
these  two  coal-liues,  as  part  of  the  Korth  of 
Auckland  main  line.  I  may  say  that  the  at- 
tempt to  introduce  this  clause  took  us  quite  by 
surprise,  as  no  notice  had  been  given  to  us  of 
it  before  it  was  introduced  in  the  House.  I 
then  told  the  House  what  I  knew  of  the  mat- 
ter, and  the  honourable  member  for  Auckland 
Central  afterwards  came  in  and  assisted  me. 
Hearing  what  we  said,  the  Premier,  Sir  Robert 
Stout,  declined  to  allow  the  proposal  to  go  any 
further  that  session,  but  promised  to  make 
some  inquiries  during  the  recess.  The  argu- 
ment I  then  used  was  that  the  route  by  which 
this  lino  was  supposed  to  go  would  never  form 
part  of  the  Korth  of  Auckland  main  line,  seeing 
that  it  would  run  through  a  part  of  the  coun- 
try which  was  quite  unfit  for  settlement,  while 
there  was  an  immense  quantity  of  good  coun- 
try in  another  direction.  Accordingly,  during 
the  recess  an  engineer  was  sent  up  by  the 
Government  to  examine  the  country  and  report 
upon  it.  He  did  so,  and  his  report  corre- 
sponded with  the  statement  which  I  had 
made,  and  the  Premier  and  the  Minister  for 
Public  Works  declined  altogether  to  go  on  with 
the  line  as  part  of  the  North  of  Auckland  Trunk 
line ;  and  nothmg  was  heard  of  the  line  from 
that  day  to  the  present,  when  this  Bill  has 
been  introduced  by  the  honourable  member.  I 
a,m  not  going  to  discuss  the  question  of  whether 
it  is  proper  or  not  to  give  tracts  of  land  to  con- 
struct railways.  The  House  has  already  de- 
<:idod  on  that  point,  and  I  am  not  going  to 
waste  the  time  of  the  House  in  disputing  its 
decision.  But  I  say  the  matter  should  be  very 
carefully  considered  before  an  immense  amount 
of  money  is  spent  on  the  construction  of  this 
line,  which  I  believe  would  be  almost  useless 
except  to  get  out  the  timber  from  this  bush 
Mr.  Samuel 


which  it  is  proposed  to  give  to  the  company — 
a  bush  which,  I  believe,  is  far  the  most  valu- 
able in  New  Zealand.  It  consists  of  about 
seventeen  thousand  acres,  and  it  is  valued  at 
present  by  the  authorities  of  the  Forest  De- 
partment at  £13  on  acre,  or  about  £220,000. 
I  think  it  would  be  a  great  pity  that  that 
money  should  be  spent  rashly,  and  without 
knowing  what  benefit  is  likely  to  arise  from  the 
expenditure.  It  is  quite  true,  as  the  honour- 
able gentleman  has  stated,  that  coal  is  cropping 
out  in  portions  of  this  country ;  that  it  has  been 
tested  and  has  been  stated  to  be  of  good  quality. 
I  have  very  grave  doubts  as  to  whether  the 
quality  is  such  as  is  stated.  It  may  be  so,  or  it 
may  not,  but  there  is  no  proof  of  it ;  and  I  do 
not  even  know  that  the  coal  which  was  tested 
actually  came  from  that  place.  Prospects  of 
coal  were  got  there  some  time  ago,  and  when 
they  were  examined  it  was  found  that  they  were 
not  so  good  as  had  been  stated.  As  for  as  the 
ordinary  coal  is  concerned,  inhere  is  no  doubt 
that  the  coal  now  being  procured  at  Kamo  and 
another  mine  nearer  Whangarei  is  not  of  such 
quality  as  to  cause  any  great  demand  fpr  it ; 
and  that  the  mines  at  present  open  can 
produce  more  coal  of  that  quality  than  will 
be  required  for  many  years  to  come.  There- 
fore the  railway,  as  far  as  I  can  see,  would  be 
of  no  use  whatever  for  the  purpose  of  opening 
up  coalfields.  I  might  also  say,  in  connection 
with  this  matter,  that  the  present  Minister  for 
Public  Works — who  represented  the  District 
of  Marsden  at  the  time  I  speak  of,  three 
years  ago  —  declined  to  be  a  party  to  en- 
couraging this  line,  although  his  constituents 
strongly  urged  him  to  do  so ;  but  he  said 
he  would  not  support  it.  I  believe  he  is  still 
of  the  some  opinion.  I  have  been  inclined  to 
believe  that  the  idea  of  making  this  railway  is 
to  get  in  the  thin  end  of  the  wedge  to  make 
it  a  portion  of  the  North  Island  Trunk-line. 
That  is  my  opinion.  If  this  were  made  it 
would  then  be  said  that  the  House  should  never 
moke  two  lines  running  parallel  with  each 
other;  and  I  think  it  would  be  a  very  wrong 
thing  to  do.  These  are  my  principal  reasons 
for  objecting  to  the  Bill.  The  statement  by 
the  honourable  member  for  the  Bay  of  Islands 
that  ho  does  not  intend  to  push  the  Bill  through 
this  session  materially  alters  the  previous  state 
of  things.  It  would  be  very  wrong  indeed  if 
it  were  pushed  forward  tliis  session,  as  I  was 
led  to  believe  was  intended.  I  think  the  best 
thing  to  do  would  be  to  allow  it  to  stand  over. 

Mr.  R.  THOMPSON.  — I  am  not  surprised 
that  honourable  gentlemen  in  this  House  are 
so  little  acquainted  with  the  districts  north  of 
Auckland  ;  for  this  reason :  that  honourable 
members  who  have  represented  that  part  of 
the  country  for  a  number  of  years  have  scarcely 
ever  got  up  to  speak  on  its  behalf,  except  when 
they  wanted  something  for  that  particular  part 
of  it  to  which  they  belonged.  I  would  point 
out  that  the  district  over  which  this  line  is  pro- 
posed to  be  constructed  is  the  oldest-settled  part 
of  the  country.  It  has  been  settled  for  the  lost 
forty  years.  I  reside  in  the  district,  and  am 
thoroughly  well  acquainted  with  it.    For  fifteen 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1887.]       Kamo  and  Eatoakawa       [HOUSE.] 


RcMwaya  Bill. 


569 


miles  north  of  Kamo,  along  the  loate  of  this 
line,  the  land  is  thickly  settled  with  prosperous 
settlers:  and  I  would  point  out  that  these 
settlers  have  no  roads — not  even  busb-traoks. 
I  am  not  surprised  that  so  little  has  been 
beard  of  this  district,  because  that  part  of  the 
country  was  grossly  neglected.  It  is  almost 
unknown  to  this  part  of  the  country.  As  I  was 
saying,  for  fifteen  miles  north  of  Kamo  you  go 
through  land  settled  with  prosperous  settlers ; 
and  there  is  one  continuous  seam  of  coal  crop- 
ping out  all  the  way,  and  a  large  area  of  that 
coalfield  belongs  to  the  Glovemment.  When 
we  pass  that,  we  come  to  this  forest,  which,  I 
believe,  is  a  very  valuable  one.  It  will  be  of  no 
value  whatever  until  a  railway  is  constructed 
to  it.  It  simply  stands  there,  ruiming  the  risk 
of  being  burnt  down  every  summer.  Of  course 
there  is  no  intention  to  hand  over  that  forest  or 
any  land  to  a  company  to  make  this  railway 
except  on  fair  and  reasonable  terms.  It  is  not 
likely  that  the  Government  would  hand  over 
that  forest  or  Crown  lands  except  at  a  fair 
value.  I  ask,  is  it  wise  to  allow  that  forest  to 
stand  there  at  the  risk  of  being  burned  down  ? 
Would  it  not  be  better  to  hand  it  over  to  a 
company,  so  that  a  railway  might  bo  made  to 
the  country  to  work  it  ?  It  has  been  pointed 
ont  that  there  are  coal-mines  at  Kawakawa  and 
Whangarci.  On  these  a  large  amount  of  money 
has  been  spent;  and  the  mine  at  Whangarei 
has  been  obliged  to  close,  in  consequence  of  the 
want  of  facilities  for  shipping  the  coal,  because 
there  has  not  been  sufficient  influence  in  this 
House  to  get  the  railway  extended  to  deep 
water,  so  as  to  put  the  coal  on  board  Isjge 
vessels.  Yet  the  honourable  member  for  Rod- 
ney— the  gentleman  who  has  represented  that 
district  for  six  years  —  has  never  raised  his 
voice  to  help  that  district.  He,  of  course,  is  not 
member  for  that  part  of  the  country  exactly. 
But,  Sir,  I  maintain  that  it  is  to  the  interest 
of  New  Zealand  that  that  district  should  be 
developed.  Is  it  a  wise  policy  to  neglect  a 
district  like  that,  and  to  lock  up  these  minerals 
and  this  timber,  simply  because  the  financial 
rings  in  Auckland  want  it  themselves?  I  do 
not  say  that  the  honourable  member  for  Bodney 
is  here  to  represent  Auckland  rings;  but  the 
minerals  are  being  locked  up  because  they  do 
not  wish  to  see  anything  developed  there  unless 
the  whole  profits  go  into  their  own  pockets.  I 
have  no  interest  in  the  coalfields ;  I  have  not  a 
sixpence  invested  in  the  coal-mines.  I  am  only 
a  settler.  But,  when  we  are  borrowing  money 
to  make  the  railways,  why  should  the  oldest- 
settled  district  in  the  colony  be  completely  ig- 
nored? Why  has  it  been  ignored?  Simply 
because  the  inhabitants  sent  representatives 
here  who  did  not  do  their  duty ;  because  it  was 
represented  by  men  who  have  misrepresented 
them,  as  the  honourable  member  for  Bodney 
has  done  to-night.  That  honourable  gentleman 
and  others  have  for  years  misrepresented  that 
part  of  the  country,  in  the  interests  of  parties 

who  wish 

Dr.  PITCHETT.— I  would  ask.  Sir,  is  that  a 
right  statement  fox  the  honourable  gentleman 
to  make? 


Mr.  R.  THOMPSON.— I  do  not,  of  course, 
wish  to  impute  mercenary  motives. 

Dr.  FITCHETT.  — Is  it  fair  to  accuse  an 
honourable  member  of  misrepresenting  his  dis- 
trict in  the  interest  of  financial  rings  ? 

Mr.  R.  THOMPSON.— Although  they  repre- 
sented districts  in  the  North,  to  my  mind  they 
misrepresented  that  particular  district. 

Dr.  PITCHETT.— The  honourable  gentleman 
stated  that  for  six  years  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Rodney  had  misrepresented  the  district. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— I  did  not  understand  him 
to  use  the  term  offensively,  but  in  the  sense 
that  the  honourable  member  did  not  correctly 
represent  the  views  and  interests  of  his  dis- 
trict. 

Mr.  R.  THOMPSON.  —  I  had  no  idea  of 
using  the  word  offensively  towards  the  honour- 
able member  for  Rodney.  That  part  of  the 
country  seems  to  be  unknown  here,  and  I  might 
state  that  the  country  north  of  Auckland  con- 
tains a  population  of  thirty  thousand  people, 
including  Maoris ;  yet  honourable  gentlemen  in 
this  House  seem  to  know  little  about  it ;  and 
I  know  why.  The  people  there  are  beginning  to 
open  their  eyes.  The  people  of  that  district 
do  not  come  to  this  House  begging  money. 
There  is  never  any  agitation  of  unemployed 
from  that  part  of  the  country.  They  are  hard- 
working, industrious  settlers.  They  are,  to  a 
certain  extent,  quite  independent.  They  are 
not  paupers.  They  would  scorn  to  come  and 
ask  for  anything  they  were  not  entitled  to. 
But  we  should  not  be  doing  our  duty  if  we  did 
not  make  an  effort  to  bring  the  great  mineral 
resources  of  that  district  before  the  House. 
The  honourable  member  for  the  Bay  of  Islands 
has  no  intention  of  pushing  the  measure  beyond 
the  second  reading.  That  is  my  wish  also.  We 
do  not  wish  to  push  the  Bill  or  to  steal  a 
march  on  this  House.  I  would  be  no  party  to 
promote  this  measure  if  I  thought  there  was 
nothing  in  it;  I  could  not  recommend  it. 
If  the  second  reading  is  carried  now,  we  will 
distribute  the  Bill  among  the  people  of  the 
district,  make  further  inquiries,  and  collect 
more  information  for  this  Houso  next  session. 
.1  am  not  even  sanguine  of  carrying  the  Bill 
next  session ;  but  our  object  is  to  bring  the  dis- 
trict prominently  before  the  House  and  the 
public.  We  have  no  intention  to  sit  down  and 
be  ignored,  as  we  have  been  for  the  last  ten  or 
fifteen  years.  The  settlers  are  determined 
that  their  wants  shall  be  heard  of  in  this  House 
— that  they  shall  be  no  longer  ignored.  It  has 
been  stated  publicly  that  the  people  of  this 
part  of  New  Zealand  are  a  lazy,  idle,  thriftless 
lot  of  people.  They  attend  to  their  own  busi- 
ness ;  they  are  not  agitators ;  but  the  time 
has  come  when  they  mean  to  make  their  voice 
heard,  and  honourable  gentlemen  will  find  that 
the  people  there  have  at  last  opened  their 
eyes  to  the  manner  in  which  they  have  been 
treated.  There  is  no  intention  of  having  this 
line,  as  has  been  stated,  constructed  as  part 
of  the  North  Auckland  Trunk  Railway.  The 
route  for  that  railway  has  already  been  fixed. 
I  travelled  over  it  myself  a  couple  of  years  ago 
,  with  Mr.  Mitchelson  and  Mr.  Knorpp.     The 
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honourable  member  for  Bodney  insinuated 
tnat  this  was  the  thin  end  of  the  wedge  to 
divert  the  route  of  the  North  Auckland  Trunk 
Bailway.  That  statement  is  absolutely  without 
foundation.  We  have  no  intention  whatever  to 
bring  the  railway  before  the  public  except  to 
ventilate  the  matter  and  place  it  before  the 
country  on  its  merits ;  and  all  I  ask  the  House 
to  do  is  to  deal  with  this  measure  on  its  merits, 
and  to  treat  the  settlers  there  with  justice  and 
fair-play.  So  long  as  I  am  in  this  House  I 
shall  ask  that,  and  nothing  more ;  and  I  hope 
the  honourable  member  for  Rodney  will  not 
consider  it  his  duty  to  get  up  in  this  House  BstA 
try  to  prevent  the  development  of  the  resources 
of  that  part  of  the  country  which  he  has  mis- 
represented for  so  many  years.  I  hope  he  will 
not  do  it  again  while  I  am  in  this  House,  at 
all  events.  I  would  ask  honourable  members 
to  deal  with  this  measure  fairly,  that  it  may  be 
placed  in  a  position  to  come  before  the  Waste 
Lands  Committee,  so  that  all  the  information 
that  it  is  possible  to  collect  may  be  placed 
before  the  House.  We  have  no  intention  what- 
ever to  force  the  matter  on  the  country  until 
it  is  right  and  fit  to  take  the  matter  in  hand. 

Dr.  HODGKINSON.  — I  shall  vote  for  the 
second  reading  of  this  Bill.  My  object  in  doing 
so  is  simply  to  affirm  the  principle  of  making 
railways  by  means  of  land  instead  of  by  loan. 
That  has  been  the  practice  followed  by  nearly  all 
new  countries  in  the  world,  and  it  has  been  at- 
tended with  most  beneficial  results.  The  United 
States  and  Canada  have  got  enormous  railway 
systems,  without  incurring  any  debt ;  whereas 
lye,  by  adopting  the  principle  of  making  the 
tail  ways  out  of  loan,  have  brought  the  colony 
to  the  very  verge  of  bankruptcy,  and  to  a  state 
of  most  profligate  expenditure  and  very  great 
corruption  in  all  the  administrative  depart- 
ments. I  vote  for  the  second  reading,  to  af- 
firm this  general  principle  of  making  railways 
by  means  of  land  instead  of  by  loan. 

Mr.  MOSS.  —  I  should  not  have  risen  to 
speak  on  this  Bill  but  for  the  admirable  elec- 
tion address  to  the  electors  of  Marsden  which 
has  just  been  delivered  by  the  honourable 
member  for  Marsden.  But  for  that,  and  the 
honourable  gentleman's  references  to  one  of 
the  most  respected  members  from  the  Auck- 
land District,  I  should  not  have  thought  it 
necessary  to  speak  on  this  occasion.  As  that 
honourable  gentleman  will  not  have  an  oppor- 
tunity of  speaking  himself,  I  should  like  to  say 
a  few  words.  I  hardly  know  how  to  charac- 
terize the  attack  which  has  just  been  made 
by  the  honourable  member  for  Marsden.  The 
honourable  gentleman  was  not  talldng  to  the 
House ;  he  did  not  give  the  House  one  single 
item  of  information ;  he  did  not  tell  honourable 
gentlemen  about  the  country.  He  intimated 
that  this  railway  would  serve  thirty  thousand 
people.  He  knows  that  it  will  do  nothing  of 
the  kind,  and  that  it  will  only  be  a  by-railway, 
at  the  best,  between  two  harbours.  I  will  tell 
the  honourable  gentleman  that,  whatever  he 
may  say,  there  are  those  who  consider  that  the 
bush,  and  not  the  railway,  is  the  great  attrac- 
tion. He  is  too  innocent  to  know  it.  Does 
Mr.  B.  Ihovypson 


the  honourable  gentleman  know  that  his  prede- 
cessor is  the  present  Minister  for  Public  Works, 
and  that  that  honourable  gentleman  refused, 
even  as  member  for  the  district,  to  have  any- 
thing to  do  with  this  line  ? 

Mr.  B.  THOMPSON.— The  honourable  mem- 
ber is  misstating  facts.  The  present  Minister 
for  Public  Works,  while  representing  the  dis- 
trict, declined  to  take  up  this  line  as  a  portion 
of  the  North  of  Auckland  Railway — he  declined 
to  recognise  it  as  a  portion  of  the  trunk-line. 

Mr.  MOSS. — At  all  events,  the  honourable 

gentleman  refused  to  bring  it  forward.  The 
onourable  member  for  Marsden  talks  of  his 
district  having  been  misrepresented.  The  Kamo 
Bailway  was  one  of  very  few  of  its  kind  made 
at  the  public  expense.  We  have  had  no  more 
earnest  representative  of  a  district  in  this 
House  than  the  honourable  member  who  now 
represents  Bodney.  The  object  of  the  speech  of 
the  honourable  member  for  Marsden  is  not  to 
enh'ghten  the  House,  but  to  prejudice  the  con- 
stituents of  the  member  for  Bodney  against 
him.  There  was  one  expression  which  the 
honourable  gentleman  used  which  gave  me  an 
insight  at  once  into  the  object  of  his  speech. 
He  said  that  the  members  who  represented  the 
district  previously  had  not  sufficient  influence 
to  get  the  railway  made.  Was  the  object  of 
the  honourable  member  in  coming  here  only 
to  possess  influence  with  the  Government  in 
order  to  get  something  for  bis  district  ?  I  can 
assure  the  honourable  member  that,  whatever 
he  may  think  of  other  Auckland  members,  I 
am  proud  to  say  they  do  not  all  come  here 
with  that  as  their  only  object.  They  come 
here  careless  as  to  what  their  influence  with 
the  Government  may  be  for  such  purposes,  and 
they  are  only  anxious  to  have  influence  in  the 
House  to  do  what  is  good  for  the  country. 
The  honourable  gentleman  knows  perfectly 
well  that  the  coal-mine  to  which  he  refers  is 
not  held  by  an  influential  ring  in  Auckland ;  it 
has  been  a  disastrous  undertaking  to  every  one 
connected  with  it.  The  honourable  gentleman 
has  spoken  of  only  twelve  constables  and  two 
Magistrates.  Does  he  think  that  he  has  told  us 
something  new?  We  have  heuxl  the  honour- 
able member  for  Bodney  for  several  years  past 
asking  for  justice  for  his  district.  We  have 
heard  the  members  from  the  northern  part  of 
the  Auckland  Province,  assisted  by  the  Auck- 
land City  members,  declaring  that  this  district 
has  been  neglected.  The  great  fact,  that  the 
district  contains  some  thirty  thousand  people, 
and  that  these  few  Magistrates  and  constables 
are  the  only  cost  to  which  the  Government  is 
put  in  administering  it — that  is  nothing  new. 
I  venture  to  say  that  honourable  gentlemen 
have  heard  this  stated  half  a  dozen  times  by 
different  Auckland  members ;  but  it  will  look 
new  when  it  is  put  in  Hansard,  and  circulated 
amongst  the  honourable  gentleman's  constitu- 
ents. If  a  railway  is  to  be  made,  it  should 
not  ran  along  the  coast  between  two  excellent 
harbours.  This  proposed  line  would  not  mn 
through  a  country  so  wonderfully  rich  as  the 
honourable  member  for  Marsden  seems  to 
think.  "■  ■  ' 
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Mr.  B.  THOMPSON.— We  have  no  paupers 
there. 

Mr.  MOSS. — Does  the  honourable  gentleman 
think  there  are  any  paupers  in  New  Zealand  ? 
What  does  the  honourable  gentleman  mean  by 
paupers  ?  I  know  this :  that  perhaps  there  is 
no  part  of  New  Zealand  in  which  there  are  a 
greater  number  of  poor  and  struggling  settlers 
than  there  are  in  the  North  of  Auckland. 

Mr.  B.  THOMPSON.  — They  do  not  come 
"  loafing  "  on  this  House. 

Mr.  M  O  S  S.  —  <*  Loafing  t "  What  does  the 
honourable  gentleman  mean  ?  The  honourable 
gentleman  stands  up  here  as  a  simple  and 
honest  fanner.  Has  the  honourable  gentle- 
man always  been  an  honest  farmer  ?  Has  the 
honourable  gentleman  made  his  money  by 
farming?  I  do  not  know,  and  I  do  not  want 
to  know;  but  I  know  that  the  district  is  not 
one  of  honest  faimers  alone.  There  are  gum- 
diggers  who  could  perhaps  tell  us  how  money 
is  made.  There  are  people  who,  unfortunately, 
have  a  taste  for  drink,  which  very  often  re- 
duces them  to  pauperism,  and  those  who  sup- 
ply them  with  drink  in  that  district  very  often 
make  large  sums  of  money,  and  through  that 
money  get  great  influence  over  honest  farm- 
ers. The  speech  of  the  honourable  member 
for  Marsden  was  not  made  for  the  railway.  It 
was  an  attack  upon  a  gentleman  who  was  well 
known  in  that  district  before  the  honourable 
gentleman  was  heard  of.  The  speech  was 
also  an  address  to  the  honourable  gentleman's 
constituents.  The  honourable  gentleman  says 
the  Bill  is  to  be  read  a  second  time,  and  then 
it  will  be  circulated  throughout  the  district. 
The  House  ought  not  to  be  used  for  that  pur- 
pose. It  is  simply  an  electioneering  "move."  I 
am  astonished  that  an  honourable  gentleman 
with  so  sensitive  a  conscience  as  the  honour- 
able member  for  the  Bay  of  Islands  could  have 
entered  into  partnership  with  the  honourable 
gentleman  for  that  purpose.  I  am  an  Auckland 
member,  and  I  hope  the  Bill  will  not  pass.  It 
took  two  months  to  compose  this  Bill ;  and, 
then,  look  at  the  printing  and  all  the  trouble 
connected  with  it !  Why,  the  honest  farmers 
in  that  district  will  be  so  dazzled  that  they  will 
not  listen  to  any  one  but  the  honourable  gentle- 
man for  many  years  to  come. 

Dr.  PITOHETT.— After  the  advocacy  of  the 
honourable  member  for  Marsden  and  the  criti- 
cism of  the  honourable  member  for  Bodney  and 
the  honourable  member  for  Pamell,  I  think  the 
honourable  gentleman  who  introduced  the  Bill 
would  do  well  to  drop  it.  The  advocacy  is  more 
damaging  than  the  criticisms.  For  my  own 
part,  I  am  in  favour  of  the  abstract  principle 
of  constructing  railways  by  land-grants.  That, 
however,  does  not  commit  me  to  this  concrete 
instance.  Though  I  knew  little  about  this 
matter  when  the  Bill  was  introduced,  I  have 
listened,  indeed,  with  a  favourable  mind  to 
the  proposal;  but  all  that  has  come  out 
has  rawer  prejudiced  me  against  the  thing. 
We  have  learned  that  the  route  of  the  North 
Island  Trunk-line  ha£  not  been  fixed,  and  that 
this  proposed  railway  is  dangerously  near  the 
posaible  route  of  that  line.    I  think  honour- 


able members  cannot  fail  to  see,  then,  that,  if 
this  Bill  be  passed  and  tlie  railway  is  started, 
it  will  prejudge  the  question  of  the  route  of  the 
Main  Trunk-line.  We  learn,  indeed,  that  for 
that  very  reason  a  present  Minister  of  the 
Crown  declined  to  have  anything  to  do  with 
this  railway.  The  Bill,  so  far  as  I  can  judge, 
is  intensely  crude.  The  honourable  gentleman 
who  has  introduced  it  does  not  seem  to  have 
profited  by  the  experience  gained  over  the  Mid- 
land Bailway  and  Otago  Central  Bailway  Bills. 
There  is  no  provision  to  conserve  the  interests 
of  the  miners  or  settlers;  indeed,  the  whole 
thing  is  a  rude  shell ;  and  I  think  it  would  be 
little  more  than  a  farce  if  the  House  passed  the 
second  reading.  Indeed,  that  is  unnecessary, 
because  the  honourable  member  who  intioduoed 
the  Bill  said  it  was  only  intended  to  ventilate 
the  matter. 

Mr.  HOBBS.— I  did  not  say  that. 

Dr.  FITCHETT.— I  understood  the  honour- 
able member  to  say  that  he  only  wished  to 
secure  the  second  reading  for  the  purpose  of 
ventilating  the  matter,  and  that  he  will  bring 
in  the  Bill  afresh  next  year.  Why,  then,  ask 
the  House  to  commit  itself  to  the  principle  ? 
The  only  persons  speaking  in  favour  of  it  are 
the  two  honovirable  gentlemen  who  introduced 
it.  All  the  other  speakers  are  hostile  to  it.  I 
think  it  would  be  wise  of  the  honourable  gentle- 
man to  withdraw  it  now.  Let  him  do  as  the 
honourable  member  for  the  Dunstan  did:  let 
him  stick  up  maps  in  the  lobby ;  let  him  edu- 
cate honourable  members  on  the  matter ;  and 
then  when  we  come  to  discuss  the  subject  we 
shall  know  all  about  it.  I  cannot  at  present 
conscientiously  support  the  second  reading  of 
the  Bill,  when  the  little  I  know  of  it  is  to  its 
disadvantage. 

Mr.  T.  THOMPSON.— I  have  already  stated 
that  I  shall  vote  against  the  second  reading  of 
this  Bill,  and  my  only  object  iu  rising  now  is  to 
express  regret  that  the  honourable  member 
for  Marsden  felt  it  his  duty  to  make  an  attack 
on  the  honourable  member  for  Bodney.  I 
wish  to  say- — and  I  think  I  shall  be  borne  out  by 
every  honourable  member  who  comes  from  Auck- 
land— that  the  honourable  member  for  Bodney 
is  one  of  the  most  respected  members  we  have 
from  that  district.  The  proof  that  he  does  not 
misrepresent  his  constituents  is  that  he  is  here. 
There  is  not  a  member  in  this  House  who  would 
be  less  likely  to  be  chargeable  with  being  con- 
nected with  land-speculations,  or  rings  of  any 
kind,  than  the  honourable  member  for  Bodney. 

Mr.  B.  THOMPSON.— I  never  charged  the 
honourable  member  for  Bodney  with  being  con- 
nected with  laud-speculations. 

Mr.  T.  THOMPSON.— I  was  not  in  the  House 
at  the  time  the  honourable  member  for  Marsden 
was  speaking,  but  I  heard  that  he  had  made  a 
serious  attack  on  the  honourable  member  for 
Bodney,  and  I  simply  rose  to  express  my  regret 
that  he  had  thought  proper  to  do  so.  I  again 
repeat  that  there  is  not  a  representative  from 
the  Auckland  District  who  is  more  respected 
than  the  honourable  member  for  Bodney.  I 
am  sure  the  honourable  member  for  Mafsden 
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will,  on  matnre  reflection,  regret  that  he  has 
made  such  an  attack. 

Hr.  TAYLOR. — I  trust  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Marsden  will  withdraw  the  statement. 
I  have  had  the  pleasure  of  knowing  the  honour- 
able member  for  Rodney  for  two  or  three 
sessions,  and  I  must  say  this  of  him :  that  he 
is  a  man  of  his  word  at  all  times  ;  and  I  believe 
that  he  conscientiously  does  his  best  to  repre- 
sent the  people  who  sent  him  here.  It  is  uiuair 
to  attack  the  honourable  member  for  Rodney 
for  the  purpose  of  making  political  capital  out 
of  the  attack.  I  was  prepared  to  support  the 
second  reading  of  the  Bill  brought  in  by  the 
honourable  member  for  the  Bay  of  Islands,  but 
I  understand  that  the  Premier  has  advised  the 
honourable  gentleman  to  withdraw  the  mea- 
sure. I  hope  it  is  so.  *I  thought  the  Bill  was 
going  to  be  withdrawn  by  a  side-wind  after 
discussion,  and  postponed  until  next  session. 
Will  the  Premier  say  whether  he  is  going  to 
deal  with  any  other  Bills  to-night  ? 

Major  ATKIN  SON.— No.  I  want  to  see  this 
referred  to  the  Waste  Lands  Committee,  and 
have  done  with  it. 

Mr.  TAYLOR.— If  that  is  so,  I  shall  not  say 
any  more  about  it.  I  think  what  was  said  about 
the  honourable  member  for  Rodney  was  very 
unfair.  He  is  not  a  loud-talking  man,  but  he 
is  a  sensible  man,  and  I  believe  he  honestly 
endeavours,  to  the  best  of  his  ability,  to  repre- 
sent those  who  send  him  here  :  the  proof  of 
that  is  his  re-election.  This  is  not  his  first 
appearance  here ;  but  the  honourable  member 
for  Marsden  may  not  appear  here  again.  And 
I  am  sorry,  too,  at  the  references  that  have  been 
made  to  the  honourable  member  for  Auckland 
Central.  That  honourable  gentleman  some- 
times wants  assistance  in  this  House,  and  I 
shall  always  be  ready  to  do  what  I  can  to  assist 
him,  by  moving  the  adjournment  or  otherwise, 
to  enable  him  to  give  the  people  of  the  colony 
the  benefit  of  his  matured  judgment  and  re- 
flection. Honourable  members  may  laugh,  but 
the  laugh  does  not  come  inhere.  The  honour- 
able member  for  Auckland  Central  can  get 
elected  to  the  House  without  a  contest ;  and  is 
not  that  a  sufficient  answer  to  all  the  abuse 
which  the  honourable  gentleman  gets  ?  There 
is  no  member  of  this  House,  except,  perhaps, 
myself,  who  is  exposed  to  so  much  abuse  as  that 
honourable  gentleman.  I  am  always  met  by 
such  accusations  as  this :  "  Oh,  the  honourable 
member  for  Sydenham  always  wants  something 
for  his  district."  Well,  I  ask  those  statesmen 
who  say  that,  what  about  themselves  ?  We 
have  heard  the  honourable  member  for  Thorn- 
don,  for  instance,  quite  recently,  saying,  "  I 
find  by  a  return  that  two  or  three  thousand 
pounds  have  been  spent  in  the  Addington 
workshops  which  ought  to  have  been  divided 
between  Dunedin,  Auckland,  and  Wellington." 
Now,  is  that  a  statesman's  view?  I  should 
like  to  see  those  who  will  manage  the  rail- 
ways henceforth  manage  them  from  the  point 
of  view  of  the  interest  of  the  colony,  and  not 
from  a  merely  local -interest  point  of  view. 
We  find  the  Auckland,  Dunedin,  and  Welling- 
ton members  always  asking  questions  and 
Mr.  T.  Thotupson 


moving  for  returns,  and  when  they  get  theii 
answers  and  returns  they  say  these  show  that 
too  much  money  is  spent  in  some  particular 
locality  which  ought  to  be  distributed  through- 
out the  colony.  Now,  any  one  who  is  ac- 
quainted vrith  the  facts  knows  that  the  reason 
why  a  larger  proportion  of  the  work  is  done  in 
one  particular  part  of  the  colony  is  that  it  can 
be  done  at  least  40  per  cent,  more  cheaply 
there  than  anywhere  else.  As  to  the  matter 
just  now  before  the  House,  I  ask  the  honour- 
able member  for  the  Bay  of  Islands,  seeing 
that  we  have  discussed  the  subject,  to  with- 
draw his  Bill  till  next  session,  and  then  we 
may  go  into  the  question  thoroughly  on  its 
merits,  which  we   certainly  cannot   do   this 


Mr.  CADMAN. — Sir,  I  have  listened  care- 
fully to  all  this  discussion,  and  especially  to 
the  references  made  to  the  honourable  member 
for  Rodney  by  the  honourable  member  for  Mars- 
den ;  and,  while  listening,  the  thought  flashed 
through  my  mind :  Supposing  it  was  asked, 
in  the  streets  of  Auckland,  to  the  statements  of 
which  of  those  honourable  gentlemen  credence 
would  be  most  likely  to  be  given,  what  would 
the  answer  probably  be  ?  There  can  be  no 
doubt  whatever  that  the  statement  of  the 
honourable  member  for  Rodney  would  be  taken 
far  in  preference  to  the  statement  of  the 
honourable  member  for  Marsden — and  espe- 
cially in  reference  to  this  subject.  Now,  as  to 
the  railway  which  is  the  subject  of  this  Bill,  I 
would  ask  this :  Besides  the  two  honourable 
members  whose  districts  are  to  some  extent 
interested,  is  there  one  other  Auckland  mem- 
ber out  of  the  whole  twenty  who  could  stand 
up  in  this  House  and  support  the  making  of 
that  railway  ?  We  have  heard  a  good  deal  in. 
this  House  about  political  railways  and  rotten 
railways  ;  but  this  line,  if  made,  would  be  both 
a  political  railway  and  a  rotten  railway.  The 
Auckland  people  know  well  that,  if  the  line 
were  running  to-morrow — except  for  the  timber 
in  the  bush,  which  would  soon  be  worked  out 
— the  line  would  not  pay  for  the  grease  used 
on  the  axles.  There  can  be  no  doubt  it  is  % 
mineral  district,  and  that  coal  has  been  found 
in  many  places  on  the  route  of  the  proposed 
line ;  and,  if  they  want  the  railway,  why  do  not 
the  people  there  bore  for  coal,  and  prove  there 
are  good  seams  to  be  worked,  before  the  railway 
is  b^un  ?  But,  instead  of  that,  the  idea  seems 
to  be  to  go  atie  other  wdy  about — to  get  the 
line  made  first,  and  then  try  to  find  minerals 
to  make  the  line  pay.  No  doubt  the  forest  is 
a  valuable  one  :  it  cost  the  Government  £12,000 
or  £14,000,  and  they  could  get  £50,000  for  it 
to-morrow.  There  is  no  doubt  that  while  the 
bush  was  being  cut  and  utilised  the  railway 
would  pay;  but  directly  the  bush  was  all 
cleared  the  line  could  not  possibly  pay,  unless 
good  coal-seams  were  found  and  a  large  coal 
traffic  made.  Sir,  I  felt  sorry  when  I  heard 
the  honourable  member  for  Marsden  speak  in 
the  way  he  did  about  the  honourable  member 
for  Rodney.  The  honourable  member  for  Rod- 
ney, although  he  does  not  occupy  the  time  o{ 
the  House  often,  yet  is  always  listened  to  with. 
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lespeot  virhen  he  does  speak ;  he  spe&ks  always 
to  the  point,  and  is  well  worth  listening  to  ;  and 
I  am  sure  it  will  be  felt  in  Auckland,  when  the 
peisonal  references  which  have  been  made  to 
that  honourable  gentleman  to-day  are  read, 
that  they  are  quite  unwarrantable. 

Mr.  R.  H.  J.  REEVES.— Sir,  I  may  say  that 
I  had  intended  voting  for  the  second  reading  of 
this  Bill ;  but  after  the  remarks  of  the  honour- 
able member  for  Marsden  I  certainly  could  not 
do  so. 

Mr.  liAWRY.— Sir,  I  believe  the  honourable 
member  for  the  Bay  of  Islands  deserves  well 
ofhisoonstilnents  for  the  psdnstaking  manner 
in  which  he  has  brought  this  Bill  before  the 
House.  I  Imow  the  district  fairly  well, 
having  visited  it  on  many  occasions,  and  I 
have  heard  about  this  railway  question  from 
a  number  of  settlers  there,  who  have  all 
expressed  their  opinion  that  this  would  be  a 
beneficial  work.  I  believe  that,  if  a  poll  of 
the  ratepayers  were  taken  from  one  end  of  the 
district  to  the  other,  nine-tenths  of  tho  settlers 
would  be  found  to  be  in  favour  of  the  railway 
boing  constructed ;  and  if  this  Bill  were  passed 
I  have  no  doubt  a  company  could  be  formed 
which  would  take  the  enterprise  up;  because 
the  bush  there  is  a  very  valuable  one,  and  I 
believe  also  there  are  many  valuable  coal-seams 
in  that  district.  But  all  this  is  evidence  to  me 
against  the  Bill,  because  if  the  natural  re- 
sources of  the  district  are  so  very  valuable,  if 
the  coal-measures  and  the  timber-supply  are 
likely  to  give  so  considerable  a  traffic,  it  is 
evidence  to  me  that  this  railway  should  be  a 
national  work  and  not  a  private  one.  While, 
therefore,  I  am  very  desirous  indeed  to  see  the 
honourable  member  for  the  Bay  of  Islands 
have  his  industry  rewarded,  I  must  vote  against 
the  second  reading  of  this  Bill,  for  the  reasons 

Mr.  TAIWHANGA.— I  come  from  the  dis- 
trict which  is  the  subject  of  this  Bill,  and  I 
know  that  we  need  the  railway  there,  and  I 
think  that  the  district  will  be  able  to  support 
it.  The  Puhipuhi  Bush  certainly  belongs  to 
the  Government ;  but  there  are  other  bushes  on 
the  route  of  the  railway,  and  they  will  give  it 
traffiio.  I  am  surprised  to  find  some  honour- 
able members  speaking  against  it  who  have 
done  so.  I  ^think  the  least  they  con  do  is  to 
let  us  have  this  railway  down  to  the  Bay  of 
Islands,  because  the  Bay  of  Islands  is  one  of 
the  richest  districts  in  New  Zealand.  We  have 
coal,  and  we  have  population  there — there  are 
about  thirty  thousand  people  there,  both  Eng- 
lish and  Maori,  contributing  to  the  revenue  of 
the  conntry ;  and  we  are  paying  for  tho  railways 
in  other  districts  instead  of  having  a  railway 
of  our  own.  That  is  why  we  ore  strongly 
opposed  to  paying  rates  and  taxes  for  the 
benefit  of  other  districts — for  the  purpose  of 
giving  railroads  to  Dunedin,  Ghristchurch,  and 
Wollinftton— while  we  get  none  at  all.  And 
therefore  the  best  way  for  us  is  to  pay  nothing. 
I  believe  that  this  small  railway  would  be  one 
that  would  pay  well,  and  certamly  benefit  our 
district ;  and  I  hope  this  Bill  will  be  passed.  I 
think  hononiable  members  should  simply  assist 


us  to  get  this  railway,  for  the  Maori  members 
have  assisted  them  in  many  things  in  this 
House.  I  think  there  should  be  one  complete 
railway  in  the  whole  of  the  North  of  Auckland 
district.  If  my  Maori  Relief  Bill  were  passed, 
giving  the  Maoris  control  over  their  lands,  we 
could  borrow  money  on  our  lands  to  make  out 
own  railways,  because  we  own  the  best  part  of 
the  North  Island.  Why  should  we  not  have 
our  own  rtulways  as  well  as  the  white  people  ? 
And  if  my  Bill  were  passed  we  should  have 
them. 

Mr.  PARATA. — ^I  wish  to  say  a  word  on  this 
Bill,  and  my  reason  for  doing  so  is  that  I  be- 
lieve the  proposed  railway  would  benefit  the 
Natives  in  the  North  Island,  and  therefore  I 
support  the  proposal.  But  I  think  we  should 
apply  to  the  Waste  Lands  Committee  as  to 
the  value  of  the  land  in  connection  with  this 
railway,  and  I  think  we  should  wait  for  the  re- 
port of  that  Committee,  and  then  discuss  the 
whole  subject  next  session.  Another  thing :  we 
should  be  able  to  find  out  what  population  is  in 
that  district.  The  honourable  member  for  the 
Northern  Maori  District  has  told  us  that  they 
have  a  large  quantity  of  land  in  that  district  to 
support  the  formation  of  this  railway.  There- 
fore I  think  that  we  should  vote  for  the  second 
reading  of  this  Bill,  and  then  leave  the  matter 
over  until  next  session,  when  we  could  get  a 
report  from  the  Waste  Lands  Committee. 

COUNT-OUT. 

The  attention  of  Mr.  Specter  having  been 
called  to  the  state  of  the  House,  and  the  House 
having  been  counted,  and  a  quorum  not  being 
found, 

Mr.  Speaker  adjourned  the  House  at 
twenty-five  minutes  to  ten  o'clock  p.m. 


HOUSE    OF   EEPEESENTATIVES. 

Monday,  ISth  Decemher,  1887. 

Second  Readings  —  Third  Readings  —  Walton  Park 
Coal  —  Education  —  Public  Works  Statement  — 
Pensions  — Wellington  College  and  Girls'  High 
School  Bill— Land  Bill— Local  Bodies'  Loans  Bill. 

Mr.  Speaker  took  the  chair  at  half-past  two 
o'clock. 

Pbayebs. 

SECOND  READINGS. 
Civil  Service  Reform  Bill,  Government  Loons 
to  Local  Bodies  Bill. 

THIRD  READINGS. 
Civil  Service  Reform  Bill,  Government  Loans 
to  Local  Bodies  Bill. 

WALTON  PARK  COAL. 
Dr.  PITCH  ETT.— Sir,  with  your  leave,  and 
with  the  indulgence  of  the  House,  I  beg  to  be 
allowed  to  maJce  a  personal  explanation.  A 
few  days  ago  I  placed  on  the  Order  Paper 
notice  of  a  question  relating  to  the  use  of 
Walton  Park  ooal  on  tiie  southern  railways. 
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I  asked  that  qnestion  in  consequence  of  in- 
formation that  had  been  supplied  me,  stating 
that  when  that  coal  had  been  used  on  locomo- 
tives it  had  thrown  off  such  fames  that  the 
engine-driveis  bad  been  rendered  unconscious 
when  their  trains  were  passing  through  long 
tunnels.  Subsequently  to  that  question  being 
asked,  the  honourable  member  for  Caversham 
was  about  to  give  notice  of  his  intention  to  ask 
me  the  source  of  my  authority,  when  he  was  in- 
formed by  you,  Sir,  that  it  was  not  competent  for 
one  private  member  to  put  a  question  to  another 
in  the  House.  Since  then  I  have  received  a 
letter  from  the  Walton  Park  Ck)al  Company,  in 
which  they  suggest  that  I  was  acting  from  other 
motives  than  a  sense  of  public  duty  in  putting 
the  question  I  did.  I  desire,  therefore,  to  be 
allowed  to  explain.  So  far  from  being  actuated 
by  any  other  motive,  I  desire  to  say  that  I  have 
personal  friends  and  political  supporters  con- 
nected with  that  company,  and  I  should  be  the 
very  last  person  to  do  anything  to  wantonly  or 
needlessly  injure  the  company.  I  believe  their 
coal  is  very  good  for  domestic  and  manufactur- 
ing purposes ;  but,  if  my  information  is  true,  it 
is  evidently  unfitted  for  use  on  rEiilway-Unea 
where  there  are  long  tunnels,  such  as  some  of 
those  on  the  southern  lines.  The  company,  in 
their  letter  to  me,  further  suggest  that,  as  their 
tender  for  the  supply  of  coal  to  the  railway  had 
been  rejected  before  my  notice  appeared  on  the 
Order  Paper,  I  should  not  have  put  it  there. 
If  this  be  so,  I  did  not  know  it.  I  was  in- 
duced to  put  it  there  from  seeing  in  a  Dunedin 
paper  that  a  meeting  of  the  company  had  been 
held  when  it  was  stated  that  it  was  likely  that 
the  railways  of  the  colony  would  use  the  coal ; 
and,  knowing  what  I  did  about  the  coal,  I 
deemed  it  my  duty,  if  possible,  to  prevent  it,  at 
least,  until  full  inquiries  htid  been  made.  At 
the  time  I  put  the  question  on  the  Order 
Paper  I  thonght  that  the  tenders  were  still 
sealed.  If  I  had  known  that  the  tender  of 
the  company  had  been  rejected  I  should  have 
seen  the  Minister  privately,  and  not  brought 
the  matter  before  the  House.  Knowing  what 
I  did,  I  acted  under  a  serious  sense  of  public 
duty  and  responsibility  in  the  matter.  It  is 
unnecessary  to  say  that,  if  my  information 
was  correct,  there  would  be  terrible  risks  to 
life  and  property  in  using  the  coal  on  railway 
lines  with  long  tunnels ;  and  I  considered  it 
my  duty  to  bring  the  matter  promptly  under  the 
notice  of  the  Government.  In  my  judgment 
it  was  a  matter  of  urgency.  It  has  also  been 
suggested  that  I  should  have  interviewed  the 
Minister  privately.  Well,  I  thought  of  that ; 
but  it  seemed  to  me  to  be  very  unfair  to  the 
company  for  me  to  approach  the  Minister 
privately  and  behind  the  back  of  the  com- 
pany, and  say  anything  to  the  Minister  to 
the  detriment  of  tho  company.  I  took,  only 
after  very  careful  consideration,  the  step  I 
deemed  it  my  duty  to  tsjce.  I  deemed  it  my 
duty  to  suggest  that  inquiry  should  be  made 
before  the  use  of  the  coal  on  the  railway-lines 
was  sanctioned ;  and  I  gave  my  reason.  In  doing 
this  I  gave  the  company  every  opportunity  of 
meeting  anything  that  might  be  said  ogainst 
Dr.  Fitchett 


their  coal.  If  my  information  was  wrong,  no 
harm  could  be  done  to  the  company — rather 
good,  indeed,  for  it  was  a  common  topic  ia 
Dunedin;  and  I  gave  the  company  the  most 
public  opportunity  of  clearing  the  character  of 
their  coal.  If,  on  the  other  hand,  my  informa- 
tion was  correct  —  and  I  firmly  believe  it  to 
be  correct  —  I  think  it  would  have  been  very 
wrong  if  I  had  not  brought  the  matter  under 
the  notice  of  the  Government.  I  have  been 
asked  to  give  the  source  of  the  information  on 
which  I  asked  the  question ;  but,  Sir,  a  mem- 
ber of  Parliament  is  continually  receiving  from 
all  sorts  and  conditions  of  men  all  sorts  of  in- 
formation. We  receive  that  information  with 
the  distinct  or  implied  understanding  that  the 
source  shall  not  be  divulged.  I  have  always  so 
treated  such  information,  and  always  shall  so 
treat  it.  The  company  have  ample  oppor- 
tunity of  ascertaining  if  what  I  have  said  is 
true,  but  I  desire  to  most  emphatically  dis- 
claim any  intention  to  say  anything  to  the 
injury  of  the  company. 

Mr.  BARRON. — I  have  information  from  the 
company,  showing  that  their  coal  has  been  ana- 
lysed by  competent  persons — amongst  others. 
Professor  Black — with  the  result  that  it  appears 
to  be  quite  suitable  for  locomotive  purposes. 
I  have  also  information  that  it  has  been  pro- 
perly tried  by  officers  of  the  Government,  and 
found  to  be  not  injurious  in  the  way  formerly 
alleged  by  the  honourable  gentleman.  I  hope 
the  Government  will  make  such  inquiries  aa 
may  set  the  matter  at  rest.  In  justice  to  the 
company  they  are  called  on  to  make  the  pro- 
mised further  inquiry  as  to  the  merits  of  the 
coal. 

EDUCATION. 

Mr.  TURNBULL.— Sir,  I  move  the  adjoura- 
ment  of  the  House  to  bring  up  a  matter  of  very 
great  importance.  In  doing  so  I  wish  to  say 
that  I  have  consulted  no  one  on  my  side  of  the 
House  in  regard  to  it.  It  might  have  been 
better,  perhaps,  had  I  done  so;  but  the  sub- 
ject is  one  which,  to  my  mind,  should  not  be 
made  a  party  question.  I  have  no  desire  what- 
ever to  see  it  made  a  party  question,  and  I 
hope  it  will  not  be.  The  question  affects  the 
privileges  of  this  House ;  but  I  do  not  bring  it 
forward  as  a  question  of  privilege,  though  I 
have  a  full  sense  of  the  responsibility  I  incur 
in  bringing  the  matter  forward  on  a  motion  for 
the  adjournment  of  the  House.  I  can  only 
characterize  what  has  been  done,  which  prompte 
my  action  now,  as  one  of  the  most  ill-advised 
acts  any  Ministry  has  ever  committed,  and  I 
think  it  is  calculated  to  bring  the  Governor 
into  collision  with  the  House.  I  wish  to  call 
the  attention  of  the  House  to  certain  regula- 
tions under  "  The  Education  Act,  1877,"  made 
by  the  Governor  in  Council  on  the  7th  Decem- 
ber instant,  and  published  in  the  Gazette  on 
the  following  day.  These  regulations  are  of  a 
most  extraordinary  nature,  and  I  will  read  the 
first:— 

"  From  and  after  the  first  day  of  January, 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  eighty-eight, 
it  shall  not  be  lawful  for  the  teacher  of  any 
public  school  to  retain  upon  the  roll  of  his 
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Dohool,  or  to  place  npon  such  roll,  the  name  of 
any  child  whose  age  is  less  than  six  years,  or 
of  any  child  who  has  passed  the  Sixth  Standard 
of  education  prescribed  by  regulation  made 
nnder  the  said  Act." 

And  there  are  other  regulations  of  the  same 
kind.  Sir,  I  maintain  that  the  issuing  of  this 
Order  in  Council,  though  it  may  be  quite  with- 
in the  meaning  of  the  Act,  is  a  most  ill-advised 
proceeding,  because  the  House  has  been  dis- 
cussing that  question,  and  a  decision  on  it  is 
pending  in  this  House,  While  this  House  is 
m  BBBsion,  and  while  this  very  question  is 
yet  in  abeyance  before  the  House,  for  the 
Government  to  take  upon  itself  to  issue  such 
regulations  is  a  most  extraordinary  proceed- 
ing, especially  when  we  know  that  the  sub- 
ject is  one  of  the  greatest  importance  to 
(he  whole  country.  I  think,  in  ignoring  the 
House  as  they  have  done  in  this  matter,  the 
Government  have  done  one  of  the  most  ex- 
traordinary things  of  which  any  Government 
could  be  guilty.  It  strikes  at  the  root  of  all 
independence  of  Parliament.  It  is  simply  a 
blow  struck  at  every  member  of  the  House, 
whether  he  is  on  the  Government  side  or  on  the 
side  of  the  Opposition.  Here,  while  the  House 
is  considering  a  matter  of  the  greatest  national 
importance,  and  before  a  deci.sion  can  be  come 
to  by  the  House,  the  Grovernment  step  in  and 
anticipate  any  decision  by  issuing  these  regula- 
tions, and  say  they  shall  be  brought  into  force 
at  a  certain  time.  I  say  it  shows  that  the 
Government  are  determined  to  force  this  course 
on  their  own  friends — to  cause  them  to  sacrifice 
their  own  feelings  and  opinions,  whatever  thoy 
may  be.  The  Government  make  a  matter  a 
foregone  conclusion,  and  then  their  friends  are 
compelled  to  support  a  motion  the  Ministry 
hring  forward.  Sir,  this  is  a  most  dangerous 
course,  and  I  am  quite  sure  that  honourable 
members  who  agree  with  me  will  say  that 
it  is  a  very  serious  blow  struck  at  the  privi- 
leges of  the  House.  Sir,  I  do  not  propose 
at  present  to  do  more  than  bring  the  matter 
under  the  notice  of  the  House.  I  am  not 
now  going  to  enter  into  the  subject  itself, 
because  I  do  not  wish  it  to  be  raised  at  this 
juncture  —  I  mean,  the  expediency  of  doing 
what  the  Government  say  by  these  regulations 
shall  bo  done.  I  do  not  wish  now  to  raise  a 
debate  on  that  question,  but  I  consider  it  a 
duty  incumbent  on  every  member  of  this  House 
to  strictly  guard  its  privileges,  so  that  the 
House  shall  not  be  put  in  the  unfortunate  posi- 
tion it  is  put  in  by  the  issue  of  these  regula- 
tions. By  this  course  a  question  in  issue  is 
made  a  foregone  conclusion,  and  we  are  treated 
as  if  we  had  no  voice  in  the  matter.  If  this 
is  allowed,  any  Government  can,  by  Order  in 
Council,  set  the  wishes  of  this  House  at  de- 
fiance :  they  can  come  to  a  decision,  cause  the 
course  they  have  decided  on  to  be  taken,  and 
then  they  can  tell  this  House  that  discussion  is 
useless — the  matter  has  already  been  done.  Sir, 
I  have  deemed  it  my  duty  to  bring  this  matter 
under  the  notice  of  the  Houso,  and  I  will  now 
eay  no  more,  but  leave  it  to  other  honourable 
^embers. 


Dr.  FITOHETT.— I  beg  to  second  the  mo- 
tion for  the  adjournment  of  the  House,  not 
for  the  purpose  of  saying  much,  but  simply  to 
indorse  what  the  last  speaker  has  said,  and  to 
point  out  that  not  only  is  a  serious  blow  being 
struck  at  the  privileges  of  this  House,  but  that 
a  serious  blow  is  also  being  struck  at  our  edu- 
cation system.  I  do  not  know  whether  the 
Minister  of  Education  knows  the  extensive  re- 
sults which  will  follow  upon  his  action  in  this 
matter ;  but,  if  not,  he  ought  to  be  informed  of 
it.  If  the  Order  in  CouncU  be  carried  into  effect 
in  Otago,  it  will  inevitably  diminish  the  educa- 
tional revenues  of  the  Board  to  the  extent  of 
20  per  cent.,  and  will  throroughly  disorganize 
the  whole  system  there.  I  asked  the  Premier 
some  days  ago  whether  we  should  have  an 
opportunity  of  discussing  the  whole  of  the  edu- 
cational proposals  of  the  Government,  and  I 
understood  the  Premier,  in  reply,  to  say  that 
we  should  have  such  an  opportunity.  But  it 
seems  to  me  that  in  first  issuing  this  Order  in 
Council,  and  then  promising  an  opportunity 
for  discussion  afterwards,  the  Government  are 
playing  vith  the  House.  What  is  the  use  of 
discussing  it  after  it  is  done?  For  myself,  I 
think  the  Order  in  Coimcil  illegal.  The  Act 
does  not  authorise  it.  If  so,  then  until  an 
amending  Act  is  passed  the  Government  can- 
not refuse  to  pay  capitation  on  the  full  age, 
and  any  Board  or  Committee  which  is  short- 
paid  can  sue  the  Government,  and  recover  the 
amount  due  to  them,  which  is  really  fixed  by 
statute. 

Mr.  SAMUEL. — I  am  rather  surprised  that 
the  honourable  gentleman  who  has  brought 
this  matter  before  the  House  has  not  told  us 
whether,  in  his  opinion,  it  is  or  is  not  illegal  to 
make  such  regulations  by  Order  in  Council  as 
appear  to  have  been  made.  If  it  is  legal — that 
is  to  say,  if  the  Act  of  1877  provides  that  an 
Order  in  Council  may  be  issued,  making  regula- 
tions such  as  those  I  now  see  before  us — I  do 
not  see  what  he  has  to  complain  of,  because, 
after  all,  it  is  merely  one  of  those  acts  upon 
which  the  House  may  form  a  judgment  as  to 
whether  Ministers  possess  its  confidence  or 
not.  It  is  quite  clear  to  me  that  if  Ministers 
have  power  to  do  this  their  action  is  proper 
in  this  sense :  that  they  have  intimated  this 
change  while  the  House  is  in  session,  and 
while  the  House  has  an  opportunity  of  taking 
their  action  into  consideration.  If  it  is  neoes- 
sary  to  pass  an  Act,  of  course  the  Order  in 
Council  is  illegal ;  but,  if  the  Order  in  Council 
is  legal,  I  do  not  see  why  wo  should  expect  the 
Government  to  adopt  any  other  course  than 
they  have  taken. 

Mr.  TURNBULL.— I  do  not  deny  its 
legality. 

Mr.  SAMUEL. —Then,  how  can  you  find 
fault  with  the  Government  for  having  taken 
such  a  course  1  If  the  action  had  been  taken 
whilst  the  House  was  not  in  session,  and  we  had 
no  opportunity  of  considering  the  matter,  then 
there  might  have  been  some  reason  for  com- 
plaint. If  it  had  been  made  while  we  were  not 
here,  we  should  have  had  no  opportunity  of  con- 
sidering it;  but,  being  done  while  we  arahers. 
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and  being  duly  published,  it  becomes  one  of 
those  things  upon  which  we  may  express  an 
opinion^^ne  of  those  acts  by  which  we  may 
jndge  as  to  whether  the  Government  is  worthy 
of  ooi  confidence  or  not.  I  certainly  do  not  see 
what  we  have  to  complain  of  if  the  Order  in 
Coancil  is  not  idtra  vires. 

Mr.  O'CALLAGHAN.— Another  phase  of  this 
qnestion  that  ought  to  be  brought  before  the 
UoDse  is  this  :  There  is  no  doubt  that  no  qnes- 
tion occupied  the  public  mind  more  than  did 
this  one  during  the  late  election ;  and  I  venture 
to  say  that  a  great  majority  of  the  members 
of  this  House  expressed  their  opinions  in  re- 
spect of  this  proposal.  The  proposal  before  us  is 
that  we  should  pledge  ourselves  on  either  one 
side  or  the  other,  while  not  able  to  express  our 
opinions  as  to  whether  it  is  justifiable  or  not  in 
the  public  interests  that  this  change  shoold 
be  made.  That  is  a  strong  point  which  the 
Government  ought  to  have  considered  before 
they  issued  this  regulation. 

Major  ATKINSON.— I  am  not  going  to  say 
that  the  honourable  gentlemsm  who  moved  the 
adjonmment  misunderstands  the  whole  posi- 
tion, bnt  I  will  say  that  there  is  no  interference 
with  the  privileges  of  this  House,  actual  or 
intended.  The  fact  is  this :  The  time  is  getting 
very  short  for  giving  the  Education  Boards 
notice  of  the  intention  of  the  Government,  and 
it  was  decided  to  give  notice  in  thLs  way ;  but 
the  Order  in  Council  does  not  come  into  force 
nntil  after  Parliament  rises.  I  have  alree^dy 
nndertaken  to  give  Parliament  an  opportunity 
of  discussing  this  matter,  but  it  seemed  desir- 
able to  give  notice  to  the  Education  Boards  of 
the  policy  of  the  Goverment ;  and  there  is  no 
harm  done.  If  this  House  should  determine 
that  such  a  reduction  shall  not  be  made,  there 
will  be  plenty  of  time  to  rescind  the  Order  in 
Council,  and  it  will  be  the  duty  of  the  Govern- 
ment to  rescind  it  if  they  agree  with  the  deci- 
sion that  the  House  comes  to.  I  can  assure 
the  House  that  there  is  not  the  slightest  idea 
of  interfering  with  its  privileges.  All  we  desired 
to  do  was  to  give  the  Boards  timely  notice  of 
what  we  proposed  to  do. 

Mr.  O'CALLAGHAN.— Then  the  House  will 
have  a  full  opportunity  of  discussing  the  whole 
matter  ? 

Major  ATKINSON.— Yes ;  I  have  already 
promised  that  the  House  shall  have  ample 
opportunity  of  expressing  its  views  before  the 
proposals  of  the  Government  are  given  effect  to. 

Mr.  SEDDON. — I  received  a  telegram  this 
morning  from  the  Secretary  to  the  Westland 
Education  Board,  which  I  will  read  to  the 
House.  To  the  Minister  of  Education  I  may 
say  that  a  number  of  members  were  anxious 
to  see  him  this  morning ;  but  he  was  engaged 
on  other  business,  and  could  not  give  us  an 
audience,  or  otherwise  we  intended  to  con- 
sult him  upon  the  subject  of  the  effect  of  the 
^oposalg  upon  the  Westland  Education  Board. 
The  telegram  I  received  is  to  the  following 
efiect : — 

"  Just  received  notice  of  reduction  of  capita- 
tion to  £.3  ISs.,  and  that  payment  will  be  made 
on  strict,  instead  of  worlang,  average.     Be- 
Ur.  Samuel 


ported  in  papers  that  children  under  six  years 
and  past  Standard  VT.  are  also  to  be  excluded. 
If  this  be  true  the  Westland  Board  will  losa 
annually  upwards  of  £1,200,  or  exactly  a  fifth 
of  last  year's  income. — JoHS  Smith,  Secre- 
tary." 

AVliat  I  complain  of  in  regard  to  the  Order 
in  Council  is  this :  that  it  was  issued  by  the 
Government  before  the  Honse  had  had  art 
opportunity  of  deciding  npon  the  financial  pro- 
posals of  the  Government ;  and  it  is  no  fault, 
I  would  say,  of  this  House  that  we  have  not 
had  that  opportunity  —  the  Government  is 
solely  responsible  for  that,  because  during  the 
last  three  weeks  we  have  been  asking  them  to 
fix  a  day  when  we  could  go  into  the  discussion 
and  come  to  a  definite  conclusion  upon  their 
proposals.  I  regret  also  that  the  Government 
should  have  gone  further  by  this  Gazette  notice 
than  they  proposed  to  go  in  their  financial  prx>- 
posals.  What  they  said  in  their  proposals  was 
as  follows : — 

"  Our  principal  proposal  will  be  to  limit  the 
capitation  grant  to  the  statutory  amount  of  £& 
158.  a  head,  which  wc  think,  under  the  circam- 
stances  of  the  colony,  is  ample  for  neces.sary 
purposes,  and  not  to  pay  a  capitation  upon  any 
child  under  six  years  old  ;  but  we  shall  make 
provision  so  that  no  country  school  shall  be 
closed  in  consequence  of  this  change." 

There  are  two  points  on  which  the  Gazette 
notice  conflicts  with  what  is  here  stated.  In 
the  first  place,  the  Government  now  propose  ta 
pay  upon  actual  attendance,  instead  of  upon 
average  attendance  as  heretofore  ;  and  that  in 
itself  makes  a  very  serious  difference  to  the 
Board's  revenues. 

Major  ATKINSON.— I  would  suggest  that  it 
will  be  really  spoiling  the  debate  if  we  debate 
this  matter  this  afternoon  and  then  have  it  all 
over  again. 

Mr.  TURNBULL.— It  wiU  not  be  reported 
then. 

Major  ATKINSON.— Oh  t  yes  ;  all  matters, 
connected  with  finance  are  reported.  And  I 
would  suggest  that,  the  time  being  so  short,  wo 
should  not  have  two  debates. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— Well,  I  was  just  about  to 
finish.  The  second  point  I  was  going  to  refer 
to  was  this :  In  the  Financial  Statement  the 
honourable  gentleman  states  distinctly  that  no- 
school  shall  be  closed  in  consequence  of  this- 
change.  But  if  this  Gazette  notice  is  to  be 
carried  out  in  its  entirety  it  must  have  the 
efiect  of  closing  schools  in  the  case  of  Educa- 
tion Boards  which  have  a  large  number  of 
small  schools  under  their  control  —  Boards- 
such  as  they  have  in  the  Education  Districts  of 
Taranaki,  Marlborough,  Westland,  Grey,  and 
such  small  districts.  Their  country  schools  must 
be  closed  unless  there  is  a  special  allowance. 
These  districts  are  therefore  naturally  alarmed, 
because  in  this  Gazette  there  is  no  provision 
made  for  country  districts.  That  is  where  the 
Gazette  notice  differs  from  the  Financial  State- 
ment, and,  naturally  enough,  the  Boards  in  those- 
places  have  telegraphed  to  members  represent- 
mg  their  districts.  As  to  the  question  raised 
by  the  hononiable  member  for  New  Plymouth, 
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as  to  the  legality  of  this  proposal,  I  'would  point 
oat  that,  under  section  83  of  the  Education 
Act,  "  school-age  "  is  defined  to  mean  "  any  age 
between  the  years  of  five  and  fifteen,  reckoned 
in  each  case  from  the  last- preceding  birthday." 
That  is  dear  on  that  point.  Then,  the  100th 
section  provides  the  subjects  on  which  the 
Oovemor  in  Council  may  make,  alter,  and  re- 
peal regulations  and  orders.  The  subjects  are 
as  follow : — 

"  (1.)  For  the  organization  and  management 
of  the  Department  of  Education : 

"  (2.)  For  defining  the  principle  on  which 
daily  average  attendance  shall  be  calculated  : 

"  (3.)  For  the  examination  and  classification 
of  teachers : 

*'  (4.)  For  the  employment,  education,  and 
examination  of  pupil-teachers : 

"(5.)  For  the  issue  of  certificates  of  com- 
petency to  teachers : 

"  (6.)  For  the  establishment  and  management 
of  normal  or  training  colleges : 

"  (7.)  For  defining  the  standards  of  education 
which,  under  the  provisions  of  this  Act,  may  be 
prescribed  by  regulations : 

"  (8.)  For  prescribhig  the  times  and  manner 
of  auditing  the  accounts  of  Boards  and  Com- 
mittees : 

"  (9.)  For  making  such  other  regulations  as 
may  be  necessary  to  secure  the  due  administra- 
tion of  this  Act." 

It  is  true  that  I  am  only  a  lavman,  but  it 
seems  to  me  that  where  the  law  clearly  defines 
the  subjects  on  which  Orders  in  Council  may 
be  issued,  while  not  one  word  in  the  Act  bears 
on  the  subject  now  in  question,  there  certainly 
is  no  power  in  the  Governor  in  Council  to 
issue  such  an  order  as  has  been  issued  in  this 
case.  I  think  it  would  be  much  more  con- 
venient if  we  had  come  to  a  conclusion  on  the 
financial  proposals  of  the  Government  before 
this  Gazette  notice  was  issued,  because  it  docs 
conflict  with  the  financial  proposals  of  the 
Government  in  the  direction  I  have  pointed 
out. 

Mr.  SMITH. — I  do  not  wish  to  discuss  this 

fuestion  at  present,  but  I  should  like  to  ask  the 
'remicr  whether  he  will  give  us  an  opportunity 
of  considering  the  question  as  to  whether  this 
Order  in  Council  regulating  the  school-age 
shall  or  shall  not  take  effect  so  far  as  the  coun- 
try schools  ore  concerned.  I  wish  that  the 
House  may  have  an  opportunity  of  saying  that 
it  shall  not  have  effect  so  far  as  country  schools 
are  concerned — that  is  to  say,  schools  outside 
boroughs. 

Major  ATKINSON.— I  have  ahready  told  the 
House  that  it  shall  have  full  opportunity  of 
discussing  this  matter,  and  that  the  Govern- 
ment have  no  intention  of  injuring  any  ooan- 
try  schools  by  the  reduction.  When  the  matter 
comes  up  we  shall  be  able  to  give  full  explana- 
tion ;  and  I  do  hope  the  House  will  see  that 
no  good  can  be  done  by  debating  the  matter 
now. 

Mr.  BABBON.— I  wish  to  point  out  that  the 
whole  subject  is  being  inquired  into  by  a  Select 
Committee  appointed  by  the  House,  and,  if 
honourable  members  will  defer  discussing  the 
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matter  until  the  report  of  that  Committee  is 
made,  they  will  come  to  the  discussion  with 
information  such  as  no  member  of  the  House 
can  at  present  be  expected  to  be  able  to  lay 
his  hands  upon.  They  will  be  able  to  consider 
the  matter  not  only  on  the  report  of '  that 
Committee,  but  also  when  the  estimates  are 
under  consideration.  I  may  odd  that  I  may 
claim  that  there  are  not  many  honourable 
members  who  are  more  jealous  of  any  en- 
croachment upon  the  essentials  of  our  educa- 
tion system,  or  more  anxious  to  maintain  them 
intact,  than  I  am  ;  and  I  know,  as  a  member  of 
that  Committee,  that  information  has  been 
placed  at  our  disposal  which  will  be  exceed- 
ingly valuable  in  considering  this  question. 

Sir  a.  GBEY. — I  submit  that  the  real  ques- 
tion we  have  to  consider  is,  whether  the  Govern- 
ment were  authorised  in  advising  the  Governor 
to  issue  a  Proclamation  of  this  kind.  I  think 
wo  should  very  earnestly  consider  the  conduct 
of  the  Government  in  taking  this  most  serious 
step,  for  it  is  a  most  serious  step  to  advise  the 
Governor  to  issue  a  Proclamation  which  is  un- 
lawful, and  which  deprives  large  numbers  of 
children  of  advantages  which  the  law  secures 
to  them  ;  and  we  should  hnvo  an  opportunity  of 
considering  this  subject.  What  confidence  can 
we  re^se  in  a  Uoveniment  that  does  an  act  of 
this  kind  ? 

Mr.  FISH.— There  is  no  doubt  that  the  last 
speaker  is  correct  in  saying  that  the  first  thing 
we  ought  to  do  is  to  consider  the  fact  of  the 
Government  having  advised  the  Governor  to 
issue  this  Proclamation.  The  honourable  gentle- 
man need  not  be  surprised  at  that,  because  this 
is  the  second  Proclamation  the  Government 
have  issued  this  session.  The  other  Proclama- 
tion was  also  in  direct  contravention  of  the 
law,  and  was  regarding  the  election  ol  Mayors 
on  a  certtkin  day.  That  was  an  illegal  Procla- 
mation, issued  hastily  and  without  authority; 
and  an  Act  has  been  introduced  to  validate  the 
illegal  Proclamation  of  the  Government.  And 
here  we  find  the  same  thing.  I  think  the 
honourable  member  for  Timaru  has  done  quite 
right  in  raising  the  question  at  the  present 
time,  not  for  the  purpose  of  discussing  the 
question  of  education  or  the  education  pro- 
posals of  the  Government,  but  as  to  whether 
the  Ck}vernmcnt  is  justified  or  not  in  issuing 
an  illegal  Proclamation.  The  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Gaversham  is  very  disingenuous  in  his 
remarks,  for  he  tells  us,  in  order  to  prevent 
honourable  members  speaking  on  this  subject, 
to  wait  till  a  report  from  the  Committee  comes 
down.  It  will  take  a  month  to  get  that,  and 
that  month  will  see  the  end  of  this  session 
of  Parliament ;  and  therefore  it  is  all  very  well 
for  the  honourable  member  for  Caversham,  in 
his  new-bom  zeal  for  the  present  Government, 
to  give  expression  to  that  opinion,  which  is 
calculated  to  mislead  the  House.  I  think  we 
ought  to  require  of  the  Government  of  the 
country  that  they  should  be  the  best  ac- 
quainted with  the  law  of  the  land. 

Sir  G.  GBEY.— We  have  not  yet  had  any 
statement  from  the  Government  as  to  when  a 
day  will  be  fixed  for  considering  this  matter. 
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Major  ATKINSON. — ^I  cannot  fix  a  day  now, 
but  it  will  be  as  early  a  day  as  possible ;  and 
I  undertake  that  the  House  shall  have  an  op- 
portunity of  discussing  it.  As  I  am  advised, 
the  Proclamation  is  not  illegal  in  any  sense  of 
the  word. 

Mr.  TURNBULL.— Nothing  that  has  been 
said  has  changed  the  opinion  I  have  formed  in 
respect  to  this  matter.  Rather,  I  think,  myself, 
on  looking  over  the  Act,  that  the  honourable 
member  for  New  Plymouth  is  probably  wrong 
in  his  conclusions;  but,  even  if  be  is  not, 
I  contend  that  while  Parliament  was  sitting  it 
was  a  most  unwise  thing  to  issue  this  Proclst- 
mation.  It  was  quite  competent,  before  that 
was  done,  to  submit  the  question  at  once,  and 
have  it  decided.  If  we  are  to  be  governed  by 
Orders  in  Council,  I  do  not  see  the  necessity 
for  honodrable  members  at  all ;  we  are  quite 
nseless.  In  reference  to  this  matter,  I  may  say 
there  is  one  honourable  gentleman  who  is 
generally  remarkable  for  his  probity,  but  who 
has  had  the  hardihood  to  stand  up  in  the  House 
and  state  that  the  matter  was  to  be  considered 
by  a  Committee,  and  to  ask  for  an  extension  of 
one  month.  It  is  enough  to  surprise  any  mem- 
ber of  the  House.  I  was  very  much  astonished 
at  the  conduct  of  that  honourable  member, 
because  I  consider  he  has  hitherto  always  acted 
in  a  fair  and  open  manner;  but  he  now  at- 
tempts to  get  rid  of  fair  discussion  by  a  state- 
ment which  is  calculated  to  mislead  the  House. 
He  is  a  member  of  many  years'  standing  ;  if  he 
had  been  a  new  member  he  might  have  been 
pardoned.  I  hope  the  Government  will  lay  on 
the  table  the  opinion  of  the  Law  Officers  on 
this  subject.  It  is  a  most  important  subject, 
or  I  would  not  have  ventured  to  call  the  atten- 
tion of  the  House  to  it  as  I  have  done.  But  I 
think  my  duty  as  a  member  compelled  me  to  do 
so,  and  that  had  I  not  done  so  I  should  have 
failed  in  my  duty. 

Mr.  SAMUEL. — Would  it  be  convenient  for 
the  Government  to  inform  the  House  under 
what  Act  and  under  what  section  of  that  Act 
this  Proclamation  purports  to  be  made  ?  There 
are  so  many  Acts  on  the  subject  that  it  would 
be  impossible  to  look  them  all  up  now.  There- 
fore I  should  be  glad  if  he  would  say  under 
what  Act  it  was  made. 

Mr.  SEUDON.— I  beg  to  ask  the  Government 
if  they  will  lay  on  the  table  the  opinion  of 
the  Crown  Law  Officers  on  this  matter.  If  we 
had  that  before  us  it  would  be  more  satis- 
factory. 

Major  ATKINSON.  — I  think  it  would  be 
more  convenient  to  leave  this  matter  where  it 
stands,  so  that  we  may  go  into  the  whole  ques- 
tion when  we  discuss  this  particular  vote. 
There  can  be  no  harm  in  that.  This  is  merely 
putting  in  form  certain  proposals  of  tho  60- 
Temment.  It  would  be  an  advantage  to  the 
school  bodies,  because  they  would  then  see 
definitely  what  was  proposed.  Honourable 
members  have,  moreover,  been  informed  of 
this. 

Mr.  FITZHERBERT.— In  the  meantime,  I 
think  the  opinion  of  the  Law  Officers  should  be 
placed  on  the  table  of  the  House. 


Mr.  SPEAKER.— I  must  point  oat  that,  the 
honourable  member  for  Timam  having  replied, 

I  must  now  put  the  question. 

Motion  for  adjournment  of  the  House  nega- 
tived. 

Mr.  FITZHERBERT.— I  again  ask  the  Go- 
vernment to  lay  the  opinion  of  the  Law  Officers 
on  the  table.  The  Premier  knows  he  is  relying 
on  that  opinion  he  has  received,  and  I  ask  him 
to  submit  it  to  honourable  members. 

Mr.  FISHER.  —  I  suppose  the  honourable 
gentleman  is  quite  aware  that  that  would  be  a 
most  improper  thing  to  do. 

PUBLIC  WORKS  STATEMENT. 

(For  all  Tablft  and  Betumt  rrferred  to  in  thi*  StaU- 
ment,  see  Appendix  J>.-1.) 

Mr.  MITCHELSON.— Mr.  Speaker,  in  the 
Statement  which  I  am  about  to  make  this 
evening  I  shall  not  attempt,  in  describing  the 
various  works,  to  go  into  minute  details,  as  I 
find  that  all  essential  particulars  as  regards 
the  progress  of  the  construction  of  the  railways 
and  other  works  are  more  completely  given  in 
the  reports  of  the  Engineers — which  havo 
already  been  laid  on  the  table  of  the  House — 
than  I  could  hope  to  give  them  in  luiy  State- 
ment of  reasonable  length.  In  the  case  of  the 
several  railways  which  I  shall  have  to  treat 
upon,  therefore,  I  shall  merely  endeavour  to 
state,  as  shortly  as  possible,  the  present  condi- 
tion of  the  various  lines ;  the  funds  already 
available,  and  now  proposed  to  be  provided  for 
them  ;  the  rate  at  which  wo  propose  to  expend 
these  funds;  and  the  condition  into  which  the 
several  railways  will  probably  be  brought  when 
these  funds  are  expended. 

BAILWAYS  IN  COVItSE  OF  CONSTBUCTION  AND 
PBOPOSED,  INCLDDINQ  ADDITIONS  TO  OPENED 
BAILWAYS. 

To  commence,  therefore,  with  the  railways 
— as  I  find  it  has  been  usual  to  commence  with 
that  class  of  works — I  find  that  the  total  length 
of  railways  opened  on  the  31st  March  last  was 
— in  the  North  Island,  682  miles ;  and  in  the 
South  Island,  1,090  miles  :  total,  1,722  miles. 
On  the  31st  October  lost  there  were  opened  for 
traffic  1,784  miles,  of  which  632  were  in  the 
North  Island,  and  1,102  in  the  South  Island. 
There  were  also  at  that  date  176  miles  of  rail- 
way in  course  of  construction,  of  which  87 
were  in  the  North  Island  and  89  in  the  South 
Island.  The  total  expenditure  on  railways, 
including  cost  of  provincial  lines  and  purchase 
of  district  railways,  up  to  the  31st  March  last 
was  £14,082,711 ;  and  the  liabilities  on  the 
31st  March  were  £486,876 ;  making,  in  all, 
£14,569,087. 

Helensville  Northwards. 

On  the  railway  from  Helensville  northwards 
a  contract  is  in  progress  for  the  formation  of 
four  miles,  and  it  is  expected  to  be  finished 
during  the  present  month. 

Until  the  line  is  completed  to  Kaukapakapa, 
a  distance  of  seven  miles  from  Helensville,  it 
will  not  carry  much  traffic,  and  it  is  therefore 
proposed  to  complete  it  to  that  extent  as  soon 
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M  piaotioable ;  bat  it  is  not  intended  to  pnt  a 
terminaJ  station  at  Kaukapakapa,  as  it  can  be 
worked  as  a  branch  from  Helensyille  until 
further  extended.  The  funds  already  provided, 
-with  addition  of  £25,000  now  proposed,  will 
complete  the  railway  for  traiSfio  for  seven  miles, 
up  to  Kaukapakapa,  and  will  also  enable  the 
formation  to  be  extended  for  a  farther  distance 
of  eight  miles.  The  rate  of  expenditure  pro- 
posed is— £10,000  for  this  year,  and  £27,000, 
£20,000,  and  £17,761  for  the  three  following 
years :  total  to  end  of  March,  1891,  £74,761. 

Auckland  to  Penrose  Doubling-litie. 
For  the  Auckland  to  Penrose  doubling-line 
an  allocation  was  made  under  the  loan  of  1886 ; 
but,  as  it  would  have  gone  only  a  short  way 
towards  the  completion  of  what  was  required, 
none  of  the  necessary  works  have  as  yet  been 
put  in  hand  ;  and,  as  the  balance  necessary  to 
complete  the  work,  some  £77,000,  cannot  con- 
veniently be  provided  out  of  the  money  now 
proposed  to  be  borrowed,  it  is  not  intended  at 
present  to  take  any  farther  steps  in  the  matter. 

Graliamstown-Te  AroJta. 

On  the  Grabamstown-Te  Aroha  Railway  the 
rails  are  laid  from  Grahamstown  to  Kauaeranga, 
about  five  miles,  and  the  formation,  without 
bridges,  is  complete  between  Kauaeranga  and 
Hikutaia,  about  eight  miles ;  and  in  progress, 
from  thence  to  near  Ohinemuri,  about  six 
miles.  It  is  expected  that  the  latter  section 
will  be  finished  in  July  next.  Prom  Ohine- 
muri to  Te  Aroha,  thirteen  miles,  the  contract 
survey  is  complete,  but  works  have  not  yet 
been  put  in  hand.  Total  length  from  Gra- 
hamstown to  Te  Aroha,  thirty-two  miles. 

The  funds  already  provided  will  complete  the 
line  to  Ohinemuri,  twenty  miles  from  Grahams- 
town  ;  and  it  is  proposed  to  put  the  remainder 
of  the  bridging  and  platelaying  still  required 
for  this  section  in  hand  this  year. 

The  rate  of  expenditure  proposed  is — For  this 
year,  £10,000;  and  for  the  three  following 
years,  £15,000,  £10,000,  and  £6,921  respectively : 
total,  £41,921. 

Putaruru-BotonM. 

On  the  Putiurura-Botorua  Bailway  a  con- 
tract has  been  let  for  formation,  platelaying, 
and  stations  from  Putaruru  to  Ngatira,  eight 
miles,  and  the  works  are  progressing  satisfac- 
torily, and  are  expected  to  be  finished  in  June 
next.  At  the  Rotorua  end,  five  miles,  between 
Botorua  and  Kgongotaha,  have  been  set  aside 
for  Maori  piecework,  and  a  considerable  extent 
of  formation  has  already  been  done  by  the 
Hatives  in  a  satisfactory  manner.  The  inter- 
vening distance  between  Ngatira  and  Kgongo- 
taha,  about  nineteen  miles,  has  been  surveyed 
for  a  contract,  but  works  have  not  yet  been  put 
in  hand.  The  total  length  from  Putaruru  to 
Botorua  is  thirty-two  miles. 

The  funds  already  provided,  with  the  addi- 
tion of  £18,000  (including  £9,000  for  rails)  now 
proposed  to  be  tillocated,  will  complete  the  rail- 
way for  traffic  from  Putaruru  to  tbe  Okohiriki 
Saddle,  a  length  of  eighteen  miles,  that  being 


the  shortest  distance  that  can  be  opened  with 
any  real  advantage,  and  will  also  enable  com- 
munication to  be  established  by  road  from  that 
point  to  Ohinemutu,  distance  about  fourteen 
miles.  The  rate  of  expenditure  proposed,  ex- 
clusive of  amount  required  for  rails,  is— £40,000 
for  this  year,  and  £25,000,  £25,000,  and  £7,377 
for  the  three  following  years :  total  to  end  of 
March,  1891,  £97,377. 

North  Island  Trunk  Bailway. 

Coming  now  to  the  North  Island  Trunk  Bail- 
way,  I  find,  with  very  much  regret,  that  the 
original  estimate  of  this  line  viaa  altogether  mis- 
leaiding,  the  probable  cost  originally  indicated 
having  been  £1,360,000,  whereas  the  present 
estimate,  exclusive  of  the  probable  costs  and 
charges  of  raising  the  loan,  and  the  amount 
allocated  to  purchase  of  Native  lands,  is 
£2,085,000.  If  to  this  amount  there  is  added, 
say,  £100,000  for  rai.sing  loams,  and  also  the 
£100,000  already  allocated  for  Native  lands,  it 
brings  the  total  to  £2,285,000 ;  and,  taking  the 
£1,000,000  already  authorised  from  this,  shows 
£1,285,000  as  still  required  to  be  authorised 
in  order  to  complete  the  whole  line  from  Te 
Awomutu  to  Marton. 

If  the  work  is  to  go  on,  under  the  altered  cir- 
cumstances now  disclosed,  then  the  proposals 
which  I  have  shown  on  Table  0  attached  to  this 
Statement,  and  which  I  shall  presently  describe, 
would,  I  think,  be  suitable  for  adoption  in  so  far 
as  regards  the  amount  of  money  which  might 
reasonably  be  expended  during  the  present  and 
three  following  years  at  each  end  of  the  rail- 
way;  but  before  any  further  work  is  undertaken 
I  think  the  House  should  have  an  opportunity 
of  expressing  its  opinion  on  the  new  aspect 
which  the  matter  has  assumed ;  and,  in  any 
case,  I  do  not  propose  to  put  any  new  contracts 
in  hand  until  after  next  session. 

With  regard  to  the  alternative  route  pro- 
posed for  this  railway,  I  find  that  the  origmal 
estimate  for  the  line  from  Stratford  to  Te  Awa- 
mutu  was  £1,036,000 ;  and  at  first  sight,  there- 
fore, this  project  might  appear  to  have  a  great 
advantage  as  compared  vrith  completing  the 
railway  from  Marton  to  Te  Awomutu  ;  but,  ex- 
cepting that  the  estimated  rate  per  mile  was 
much  higher  than  that  for  the  central  line,  we 
have  no  guarantee  that  this  estimate  is  any 
more  accurate  than  that  for  the  central  route, 
and  it  would  therefore  be  premature  to  express 
any  opinion  on  the  subject  until  a  trustworthy 
estimate  of  this  line  is  completed  for  compari- 
son with  the  revised  estimate  now  made  of  the 
central  line.  It  would  therefore,  I  think,  be 
desirable  that  a  survey  should  be  made  of  the 
Taranaki  route  of  a  more  accurate  character 
than  those  which  have  hitherto  been  made,  in 
order  that  something  like  a  correct  estimate 
may  be  formed  of  the  probable  cost  of  a  rail- 
way in  that  direction.  The  cost  of  this  survey 
would  not  be  lost,  even  if  the  railway  is  not 
mode,  as  the  information  gained  could  be 
utilised  in  locating  a  road,  which  must  be 
made  in  the  future  in  the  event  of  no  railway 
being  made. 

The  best  point  to  diverge  from  the  Main. 
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Tronic   Bailway  in  order  to  reach  Tanuiaki 

'would  be  at  a  point  near  Maramata,  about 
fifty  miles  from  Te  Awamutu  ;  and  the  cost  of 
construction  of  railway,  complete  and  equipped 
for  traffic,  from  Te  Awamutu  to  this  point,  in- 
cluding due  proportion  of  cost  of  raising  loan 
and  departmental  and  other  expenditure  of 
every  kind,  is  estimated  at  £500,000.  This  is 
inclusive  of  about  £290,000  for  expenditure  and 
liabilities  already  incurred. 

The  only  doubt,   therefore,   as  regards   the 

?robable  cost  of  a  railway  from  Te  Awamutu  to 
'aranaki  is  as  to  the  cost  of  the  link  between 
Maramata  and  Stratford,  or  wherever  might  be 
the  best  place  to  join  the  existing  Taranaki 
Bailway.  The  present  estimate  of  this  con- 
nection is  £800,000 ;  but,  as  there  are  no  trust- 
worthy data  on  which  such  an  estimate  can  be 
based,  it  cannot  be  relied  upon  as  being  even 
approximately  accurate. 

In  connection  with  this  phase  of  the  subject 
it  should  also  be  stated  that  the  expenditure 
and  liabilities  (with  a  reasonable  margin  for 
contingencies)  on  account  of  works  already  un- 
dertaken between  Maramata  and  Marten — in- 
cluding surveys  £16,000,  roads  £40,000,  Native- 
land  purchase  £100,000,  and  a  due  proportion  of 
departmental  expenditure  and  costs  and  charges 
of  raising  loans — will  amount  to  within  a  trifle 
of  £800,000;  and  if  any  farther  contracts  are  let 
at  the  south  end  of  the  lino  this  amount  will  of 
oontse  be  increased. 

Having  thus  dealt  with  the  subject  generally, 
I  will  now  proceed  to  state  the  present  condi- 
tion of  the  line,  and  the  rate  of  expenditure  per 
annum  which  could  reasonably  be  undertaken 
npon  it,  if  decided  to  be  carried  on,  and  also  the 
points  to  which  that  expenditure  would  pro- 
bably carry  the  railway  at  each  end  by  the  end 
of  the  financial  year  1890-91. 

North  End. — At  the  north  end  the  railway 
is  completed  and  ready  for  traffic  from  Te  Awa- 
mutu to  Te  Kuiti,  a  distance  of  twenty-five 
miles  and  a  half ;  and  from  Te  Kuiti  to  the 
Upper  Mokan  Valley,  length  nine  miles,  a  con- 
tract for  formation  and  platelaying  is  in  pro- 
gress, and  expected  to  be  completed  in  Decem- 
ber, 1888.  Prom  the  Upper  Mok£|,u  Valley  to 
the  Poro-o-tarao  Range,  eleven  miles,  the  con- 
tract survey  is  completed ;  but  works  have  not 
yet  been  put  in  hand.  Through  the  Poro-o- 
tarao  saddle  a  contract  of  a  mile  and  a  half 
is  in  progress,  including  a  tunnel  of  fifty-three 
chains.  Total  length  from  Te  Awamutu  to  end 
of  tunnel  contract,  forty-seven  miles.  South 
of  the  tunnel  a  contract  survey  has  been  made 
for  about  eight  miles,  to  the  Maramata  Junc- 
tion. During  the  four  years  ending  the  31st 
March,  1891,  which  is  the  extent  of  the  pro- 
ftaxnme  which  I  have  sketched  out  so  for,  it 
u  proposed  that  the  line  shall  be  carried  on 
steadily  from  Te  Kuiti  to  near  Maramata,  in 
the  Ongaruhe  Valley,  about  fifty-five  miles  from 
Te  Awamutu,  this  being  the  point  at  which  a 
line  could  diverge  to  Tarant^i.  And  the  rate  of 
expenditure  indicated  is  £70,000  for  this  year, 
and  £75,000,  £75,000,  and  £80,000  for  the  three 
following  years :  total  to  end  of  March,  1891, 
£800,000. 

JIfr.  Mitchelton 


South  End. — ^At  the  south  end  of  the  rail- 
way the  section  from  Marton  to  Huntorrille, 
nineteen  miles,  is  nearly  completed,  and  will 
be  ready  for  opening  abont  Christmas.  From 
Hunterville,  for  about  twenty-five  miles,  to  » 
point  about  five  miles  up  the  Hautapu  Valley, 
the  contract  survey  is  completed,  and  a  con- 
tract for  about  eight  miles  of  it  is  prepared,  bat 
the  works  have  not  yet  been  put  in  hand.  The 
contract  survey  is  also  in  progress  for  a  further 
distance  of  about  nineteen  miles,  to  the  end  of 
the  rough  country  at  Turangarere,  near  the 
head  of  the  Hautapu  Gorge,  sixty-three  miles 
from  Marton.  As  in  the  case  of  the  works  at 
the  north  end  of  the  line,  the  proposal  indicated 
on  Table  C  is  to  carry  on  steadily  from  Marton 
for  the  four  years  ending  31st  March,  1891,  by 
which  time  it  is  anticipated  that  the  railway 
will  have  reached  to  Powhakaroa,  near  the 
mouth  of  the  Hautapu  Valley,  a  distance  of 
about  thirty-two  miles  from  Marton  ;  and  the 
rate  of  expenditure  suggested  is  £26,000  for  this 
year,  and  £35,000,  £40,000,  and  £42,000  for  the 
three  following  years :  total  to  end  of  March, 
1891,  £143,000. 

After  carrying  out  these  proposals  at  both 
north  and  south  ends  of  the  Ime,  it  is  estimated 
that  there  will  be  a  balance  of  loan  still  avail- 
able for  further  works  to  the  extent  of  about 
£54,000. 

Further  Works  and  Surreyt. — Farther  pre- 
liminary surveys  have  been  made  for  the  rail- 
way to  extent  of  about  twelve  miles,  at  varions 
places  between  the  Murimotu  and  Waimarino 
Plajns,  and  to  extent  of  about  twenty  miles 
between  the  Waimarino  Plains  and  the  Upper 
Wanganni  Valley ;  and  service  roads  and  tracks 
in  connection  with  the  railway  have  been 
made,  in  whole  or  in  part,  from  Hunterville  to 
Turangarere,  twenty-four  miles ;  Upper  Hangi- 
tikei  to  Turangarere,  four  miles ;  Pipiriki  to 
Ohakune,  twenty-five  miles ;  Murimotu  to 
Upper  Wanganui  Valley,  fifty  miles  ;  and  Te 
Koura  to  Waimiha,  fourteen  miles.  The  W»- 
ngEuiui  River  has  also  been  cleared  of  snags  and 
otherwise  improved  from  Wanganui  to  near 
Pipiriki,  about  fifty-six  miles.  The  expenditure 
and  liabilities  on  these  roads  and  river-works 
up  to  the  30th  September  last  were  £39,239. 

Purchase  of  Native  Lands.— Ot  the  £100,000 
allocated  for  purchase  of  Native  lands  under 
the  loan  for  the  North  Island  Trunk  Railway, 
about  £70,300  was  expended  last  year,  leaving 
abont  £29,700  for  expenditure  daring  the  pro- 
sent  year. 

The  work  done  up  to  30th  November  ultimo 
consisted  of  the  purchase  of  490,000  acres,  at  a 
cost  of  £54,100 ;  and  there  is  now  under  negotia- 
tion the  purchase  of  blocks  aggregating  about 
760,000  acres,  on  which  £33,000  has  already 
been  paid.  The  lands  purchased  and  under 
negotiation  are  situated  mainly  around  Rua- 
pehu  and  Tongariro,  with  the  Wanganui  River 
as  their  boundary  on  the  west.  The  surveyed 
line  of  railway  intersects  the  purchased  land 
for  forty-five  miles,  and  that  under  negotiation 
for  about  fifteen  miles,  or  sixty  miles  in  all, 
out  of  the  total  216  miles  between  Marton  and 
Te  Awamutu. 
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Napier-Palmerston. 

The  Napier  to  Palmerston  Boilway  was  com- 
pleted and  opened  for  traffic  to  Woodville 
(ninety-seven  miles  from  Napier  Spit)  in  March 
last,  and  now  only  remains  to  be  completed 
bom  Woodville  to  Palmerston,  a  distance  of 
about  fifteen  miles.  Of  this  distance,  four 
miles  in  the  Manawatu  Gorge  is  under  contract 
for  formation  and  bridges,  exclusive  of  tunnels, 
and  is  expected  to  be  finished  in  October,  1888. 
From  Woodville  to  the  upper  end  of  the  Gorge, 
three  miles,  and  from  the  lower  end  of  the 
Gorge  to  Palmeiston,  eight  miles,  the  contract 
survey  is  completed ;  but  works  have  not  yet 
been  put  in  hand. 

To  complete  this  very  important  link  in  the 
railway  system  of  the  colony  an  addition  to 
existing  funds  is  required  to  the  extent  of 
£120,000  (which  includes  £22,000  for  rails),  and 
this  sum  is  proposed  to  be  allocated  to  it  ac- 
cordingly ;  and  it  is  hoped  that  the  work  will 
bo  completed  by  March,  1890.  In  order  to 
get  it  done  by  that  time  it  will  be  necessary 
to  proceed  at  once  with  the  tunnels  in  the 
Manawatu  Gorge,  and  to  let  a  contract  for 
the  Pohangina  Bridge  as  soon  as  practicable. 

The  rate  of  expenditure  proposed,  exclusive 
of  amount  required  for  rails,  is  £40,000  for  this 
year,  and  £50,000  and  £70,813  respectively  for 
the  two  following  years :  total  to  the  end  of 
March,  1890,  £160,813. 

WeUington-Woodville. 

The  Wellington-Woodville  Kailway  is  com- 
pleted and  open  for  traffic  from  Wellington  to 
Mongamahoe,  a  distance  of  eighty-two  miles ; 
and  a  combined  road-  and  railway-bridge  has 
been  constructed  over  the  Manawatu  Biver  at 
Awapurua,  near  Woodville.  From  Mangama- 
hoe  to  Kketahuna,  length  six  miles,  a  contract 
for  formation  and  platelaying  is  progressing 
satisfactorily,  and  is  expected  to  be  completed 
in  August,  1888.  Total  distance  from  Welling- 
ton to  Eketahuna,  eighty- eight  miles.  From 
Eketahnna  to  Woodville,  twenty-seven  miles, 
the  contract  survey  is  completed,  but  works 
have  not  yet  been  put  in  hand.  Total  length 
from  Wellington  to  Woodville,  115  miles. 

The  balance  of  the  old  loon  will  finish  the 
line  to  Eketahuna,  and  complete  some  pro- 
tective works  which  are  requisite  at  the  Awa- 
purua Bridge.  It  is  not  proposed  to  provide  for 
anything  further  at  present. 

The  rate  of  expenditure  proposed  is  £37,000 
for  this  year,  and  £24,421  for  next  year :  total 
to  the  end  of  March,  1889,  £61,421. 

In  relation  to  the  distance,  just  stated,  from 
Wellington  to  Woodville  by  the  Rimutaka 
route,  115  miles,  it  may  be  intercstiag  to 
honourable  members  to  know  also  the  distance 
by  the  Palmerston  route,  which  is  105  miles. 

BUnheim-AvxUere. 
On  the  Blenheim- Awatere  Railway  the  forma- 
tion, without  bridging,  is  made  for  four  miles 
and  a  half,  south  of  Blenheim  ;  and  a  contract, 
called  the  Bashwood  contract,  has  also  been 
let  for  formation  three  miles  and  a  half  further, 
Mtd  is  progressing  slowly.    It  is  estimated  that 


the  works  will  be  finished  in  February  next. 
From  the  end  of  the  Dashwood  contract  to  the 
Dashwood  Pass,  two  miles  and  a  half,  the  con- 
tract survey  is  completed,  but  works  have  not 
yet  been  put  in  hand.  Total  length  from 
Blenheim  to  Dashwood  Pass,  ten  miles  and  a 
half.  A  preliminary  survey  has  been  mode 
from  the  Pass  to  a  convenient  stopping-place 
on  the  southern  bank  of  the  Awatere,  five 
miles  and  a  half  further.  This  makes  the  total 
distance  from  Blenheim  to  Awatere  sixteen 
miles. 

To  complete  the  line  to  the  Awatere  would 
cost  about  £99,000,  which  is  much  more  than 
could  be  afforded  for  it  out  of  the  loan  now 
proposed.  It  has  therefore  been  decided  to 
recommend  an  allocation  of  £9,000  only,  by 
means  of  which,  in  conjunction  with  existing 
funds,  it  will  be  possible  to  complete  the  first 
five  miles  at  the  Blenheim  end  for  traffic,  and 
to  connect  it  with  the  Awatere  by  a  dray-road, 
and  also  to  build  the  railway-bridge  over  the 
Awatere,  for  use  in  the  meantime  as  a  road- 
bridge.  This  will  be  a  great  boon  to  the  lo- 
cality, as  the  river  is  a  very  dangerous  one  to 
cross,  and  is  also  the  only  large  river  remain- 
ing unbridged  between  Piclon  and  the  Blufi. 

The  rate  of  expenditure  proposed  is — For  this 
year  £7,000,  and  for  the  two  following  years 
£15,000  and  £18,675  respectively :  making,  in 
all,  £40,675. 

Greymouth^Hokitika. 

On  the  Hokitika  to  Greymouth  Railway,  at 
the  Hokitika  end,  the  line  is  finished  and  ready 
for  traffic  from  Hokitika  to  near  the  Arahura, 
four  miles ;  and  between  that  point  and  the 
Kapitea  Creek,  seven  miles,  the  formation  is 
partly  made,  and  the  bridge  over  the  Arahura 
Biver  is  completed. 

At  the  Greymouth  end  the  rails  are  laid  for 
a  mile  and  a  half,  and  the  formation  is  partly 
made  for  a  further  distance  of  seven  miles  and 
a  half,  to  the  Teremokau  Biver,  and  a  contract 
has  been  let  for  the  bridge  over  the  Teremakau. 
The  total  length  finished  and  under  construc- 
tion at  the  two  ends  is  thus  twenty  miles.  This 
leaves  a  gap  of  four  miles  between  the  Kapitea 
and  the  Teremakau,  on  which  no  work  has 
been  done,  pending  final  decision  as  to  route ; 
and  it  is  intended  that  exhaustive  inquiries 
shall  be  made  as  to  the  best  route  to  adopt 
throughout  this  distance  before  any  works 
along  it  are  undertaken. 

The  money  already  available,  with  the  addi- 
tion of  £2,000  now  proposed  to  be  allocated  for 
the  purchase  of  further  rails,  will  finish  this 
line,  with  pei-manent-way  complete,  for  nine 
miles  at  the  Greymouth  end  and  four  miles  at 
the  Hokitika  end,  and  will  also  complete  the 
formation  from  the  fourth  to  the  eleventh  mile 
at  the  Hokitika  end  ;  and  it  is  proposed  to  go 
on  with  the  works  to  that  extent  without 
delay. 

The  rate  of  expenditure  proposed,  exclusive 
of  amount  required  for  rails,  la  for  this  year 
£24,000,  and  for  the  next  two  years  £20,000  and 
£19,904  respectively :  the  total  sum  available 
for  construction-works  being  £68,904. 
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llmmt  Somers. 

The  Mount  Somen  Kailway  is  completed 
and  open  for  traffic  from  Tinwald  to  Mount 
Somers,  a  distance  of  twenty-three  mileB ;  and 
from  Mount  Somers  to  Springbnm,  length  four 
miles.  The  work  is  in  progress  by  the  "  unem- 
ployed "  of  Christohurch.  It  is  estimated  that 
this  length  will  be  completed  in  May  next. 
Total  distance  from  Tinwald  to  Springbnm, 
twenty-seven  miles. 

The  funds  provided  for  this  work  under  the 
loan  of  1886  are  already  exhausted ;  but  it  is 
proposed  to  allocate  £7,000,  including  £2,000 
for  rails,  out  of  the  loan  now  contemplated,  in 
order  to  finish  the  line  to  Springbum,  which  is 
a  very  convenient  stopping-place.  If  this  is 
authorised  the  whole  work  can  be  completed 
by  about  the  end  of  the  present  financial  year. 

The  rate  of  expenditure  proposed,  exclusive 
of  Eunount  required  for  rails,  is  £7,000  for  this 
year,  and  £2,027  for  next  year ;  the  total  sum 
available  for  construction-works  as  from  the 
SIst  March  last,  including  the  additional  sum 
now  proposed  to  be  sjlocated,  being  £9,027. 

Livingstone  Branch. 

The  Windsor  -  Livingstone  Railway,  from 
Windsor  to  Tokaraki,  twelve  miles,  was  com- 
pleted and  opened  for  traffic  in  August  last.  It 
18  not  intended  to  carry  it  any  further  at  pre- 
sent, the  sum  of  £1,000  allocated  to  it  under 
loan,  now  proposed,  being  merely  to  provide  for 
some  additional  accommodation  required  at 
the  stations. 

Otago  Centi-al. 

On  the  Otago  Central  Bailway  the  rails  are 
laid  from  the  Chain  Hills  to  Big  Mount  Allen 
Creek,  tliirteen  miles;  and  the  formation  and 
tunnels  are  completed  for  a  further  distance 
of  about  twenty  miles  to  the  Sutton  Stream. 
Throughout  this  distance  also,  from  Big  Mount 
Allen  Creek  to  the  Sutton,  the  masonry  of  the 
bridges  is  under  contract  and  making  satis- 
factory progress ;  and  a  contract  has  also  been 
entered  into  for  the  superstructure  of  the 
bridges  along  seven  miles  of  the  distance 
between  Big  Mount  Allen  Creek  and  the 
Deep  Stream.  It  is  estimated  that  the  line 
will  be  ready  for  opening  to  the  Deep  Stream 
(twenty  miles  from  the  conmiencing  -  point) 
about  September  next. 

From  the  Sutton  Stream  to  Middlemarch 
the  distance  is  seven  miles,  and  from  Middle- 
march  to  Lake  Hawea  about  143  miles;  and 
along  the  whole  of  this  distance  the  contract 
survey  is  completed,  but  no  works  have  as  yet 
been  put  in  hand.  The  total  length,  from 
Chain  Hills  to  Lake  Hawea,  is  183  miles. 

The  balance  of  the  loon  of  1886  being  insuffi- 
cient to  complete  this  railway  to  the  first  point 
to  which  it  could  bo  opened  with  any  real  ad- 
vantage, it  is  proposed  to  supplement  the  funds 
already  provided  by  a  further  sum  of  £105,000, 
including£20,000  for  rails,  which,  it  is  estimated, 
will  enable  the  railway  to  be  completed  for 
traffic  from  Chain  Hills  to  Middlemarch,  a  dis- 
tance of  forty  miles ;  and,  if  our  proposals  in 
this  respect  are  authorised,  this  work  will  be 
carried  out  with  all  reasonable  despatch. 
Mr,  ifitcheUon 


The  rate  of  expenditure  proposed,  exclusive 
of  amount  required  for  rails,  is — For  this  year 
£70,000,  and  for  the  next  two  years  £60,000  and 
£40,974  respectively :  the  total  amount  avail- 
able for  construction-works,  including  the  addi- 
tional sum  now  proposed  to  be  allocated,  being 
£170,974. 

Catlin's  River. 

The  Catlin's  River  Railway  is  completed  and 
open  for  traffic  from  Balclutha  to  Romahapa,  a 
distance  of  eight  miles ;  and  from  Romahapa 
to  the  Ahuriri  Flat,  length  about  five  miles.  The 
formation  is  under  construction  by  "  unem- 
ployed "  from  Dunedin,  and  is  progressing  satis- 
factorily. It  is  estimated  that  this  length  will 
be  finished  in  May  or  June  next.  From  the 
Ahuriri  Flat,  over  the  saddle,  and  to  the  Owake 
Flat,  about  six  miles,  the  contract  sun-ey  is 
completed ;  but  works  have  not  yet  been  put  in 
hand. 

The  money  already  provided  for  this  railway 
under  loan  of  .1886  will  finish  it  from  Romahapa 
to  the  Ahuriri  Flat,  and  will  also  complete  the 
formation  for  two  miles  further. 

The  rate  of  expenditure  proposed  is  —  For 
this  year  £12,000,  and  for  the  next  two  years 
£15,000  and  £10,398  respectively:  making,  in 
all,  £37,898,  which  was  the  total  balance  of  the 
allocation  of  1886  on  the  31st  March  last. 

ii  iversdale-SwiUert. 

On  the  Riversdale-Switzers  Bailway  the  rails 
are  laid  from  Riversdale  to  the  Mataura  River, 
a  distance  of  two  miles ;  and  the  formation, 
exclusive  of  bridges,  is  constructed  for  five 
miles  further ;  and  the  contract  survey  is  com- 
pleted throughout.  The  total  length  from 
Riversdale  to  Switzers  is  fourteen  miles. 

The  balance  of  the  allocation  for  this  railway 
under  loan  of  1886  is  only  sufficient  to  com- 
plete it,  with  permanent-way,  <S:c.,  from  Rivers- 
dale to  a  point  on  the  north  side  of  the  Mataura 
River,  a  distance  of  three  miles,  and  to  do  the 
formation  from  thence  to  the  Switzers  Town- 
ship, eleven  miles  further.  It  would  require  a 
further  sum  of  £15,000  to  complete  it  altogether, 
and  this  amount  the  Government  does  not  see 
its  way  to  provide  out  of  the  loan  at  present 
proposed,  as  there  are  so  many  more-promising 
undertakings  which  also  require  to  bo  com- 
pleted. It  is  therefore  merely  proposed  to  go 
on  with  the  expenditure  of  the  funds  in  hand 
for  this  line  so  far  as  they  will  reach. 

The  rate  of  expenditure  proposed  is — For  this 
year  £3,000,  and  for  the  next  three  years  £5,000, 
£5,000,  and  £6,646  respectively ;  which  makes 
up  the  total  available  at  the  31st  March  laat — 
namely,  £19,643. 

Seaward  Bush. 
The  Seaward  Bush  Railway  is  completed  and 
opened  for  traffic  from  Appleby  to  Waimatua, 
a  distance  of  about  five  miles ;  and  from  Wai- 
matua to  Oteramika,  length  about  six  miles, 
the  work  is  in  progress  by  the  "  unemployed," 
and  expected  to  be  finished  about  the  end  of 
March  next.  From  Oteramika  to  Waimahaka, 
twelve  miles,  the  contract  survey  is  completed ; 
but  no  works  have  as  yet  been  put  in  hand. 
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Total  length   from   Appleby  to   Waimoha^, 

twenty-three  miles. 

The  balance  of  loan  of  1886,  togethet  with 
£10,000  (including  £5,000  for  rails)  proposed  to 
be  allocated  under  loan  now  contemplated,  will 
be  sufiScient  to  finish  the  line  for  traffic  to 
Oteramika;  and,  if  the  allocation  proposed  is 
approved  of,  the  work  can  be  completed  by 
April  or  May  next. 

Tho  rate  of  expenditure  proposed,  exclusive 
of  amount  required  for  rails,  is  £5,000  for  this 
year,  and  £2,508  for  next  year :  the  total  funds 
avtkilable  for  construction-works  as  at  the  31st 
March  last,  including  additional  sum  now  pro- 
posed to  bo  allocated,  being  £7,508. 

Lumsden-Mararoa. 
The  Lumsden-Mararoa  Railway  is  completed 
as  far  as  it  is  contemplated  to  carry  it  at  pre- 
sent, being  open  for  traffic  from  Lumsden  to 
Mossburn,  a  distance  of  ten  miles  and  a  half. 

Edendale-Fortrose. 

The  Edendale-Fortrose  Bailway  is  completed 
and  opened  from  Edendale  to  Wyndham,  a 
distance  of  four  miles;  and  the  formation  is 
finished  for  three  miles  and  a  half  further.  A 
contract  has  also  been  let  for  another  two 
miles,  including  a  tunnel  ten  chains  long. 
This  brings  the  line  to  the  crossing  of  the  main 
road  at  Glenham  Homestead.  It  is  estimated 
that  the  tuimel-works  will  be  finished  by  about 
tho  end  of  March  next.  The  total  distance 
from  Edendale  to  Glenham  is  nine  miles  and 
a  half.  From  Glenham  to  the  Waimahaka 
Valley,  nine  miles  further,  the  contract  survey 
is  completed  ;  but  no  works  have  as  yet  been 
put  in  hand. 

The  money  already  provided  under  the  loan 
of  1886  will  complete  this  railway  to  tho  cross- 
ing of  the  main  road  at  the  Glenham  Home- 
stead already  referred  to,  and  it  is  not  proposed 
to  carry  it  any  further  at  present. 

The  rate  of  expenditure  proposed  is — ^Forthis 
year  £9,000,  and  for  next  year  £18,656,  making, 
in  all,  £27,6.56 :  and  it  is  hoped  that  the  line 
will  be  completed  to  Glenham  by  about  March, 
1889. 

ADDITIONS    TO  OPENED  UHES. 

The  expenditure  on  additions  to  opened  lines, 
which  includes  a  multiplicity  of  works,  such  as 
additional  railway-stations,  additional  goods- 
sheds  and  engine-sheds,  additional  sidings,  tind 
additional  rolling-stock,  Ac,  has  in  the  past 
been  a  very  considerable  item  of  our  outgoings 
under  the  Public  Works  Fund:  the  amount 
thus  expended  in  1888-84  having  been  £174,169 ; 
in  1884-85,  £140,326 ;  in  1885-86,  £90,962 ;  in 
1886-87,  £79,761.  It  will  thus  be  seen  that  the 
expenditure  has  been  continuously  decreasing, 
the  fact  being  that  the  railways  in  many  cases 
were  very  poorly  equipped  previous  to  1883-84, 
while  they  are  at  present  fairly  well  equipped  in 
every  particular.  I  anticipate,  therefore,  that 
the  expenditure  which  I  have  provided  for  during 
the  present  and  the  next  three  following  years 
on  this  class  of  works  will  be  sufficient  — 
namely,  for  the  present  year,  £40,000 ;  and  for 


the  three  following  years,  £39,000,  £39,000,  and 
£19,289  respectively;  and  I  am  in  hope  that 
after  the  year  1890-91  works  of  this  character 
will  have  become  so  insignificant  that  they  can 
be  made  a  charge  on  revenue. 

WOBKIKa  RAILWAYS. 

Coming  now  to  V'r-  working  railways,  I  find 
that  the  receipts  for  the  year  ending  the  Slst 
March  last  were  £998,768,  and  the  expend!- 
ture  £699,072;  the  net  profit  being  £299,696, 
or  £2  6s.  per  cent,  on  the  outlay  of  £13,017,567 
which  the  lines  open  for  traffic  had  cost  up  to 
tho  end  of  March  last. 

The  rates  of  profit  on  the  different  sections 
have  varied  from  £5  10s.  2d.  on  the  Greymoath 
Section  to  lid.  on  the  Picton  Section. 

In  considering  this  profit  it  should  be  borne 
in  mind  that  the  railways  do  a  large  amount  of 
free  work  for  other  departments,  probably  to  . 
the  extent  of  about  £85,000  per  annum. 

The  mileage  open  at  the  end  of  the  year  was 
1,722  miles,  114  miles  having  been  opened  or 
purchased  during  the  year. 

The  tables  attached  to  the  report  of  the 
General  Manager,  which  have  already  been 
laid  before  the  House,  show  in  what  respects 
the  traffic  has  fluctuated.  It  will  be  seen  that 
in  merchandise,  timber,  and  grain  there  is  a 
less  tonnage,  while  live-stock,  wool,  and  mine- 
rals have  considerably  increased. 

Honourable  members  will  find  it  very  inter- 
esting to  stady  these  tables,  as  there  is  no 
better  index  to  the  business  of  the  colony  than 
what  we  have  disclosed  in  the  railway  returns. 
Revenue  is  of  course  largely  affected  by  the 
rates  which  are  charged,  but  tho  tonnage  very 
clearly  indicates  the  volume  of  business  in  the 
colony. 

Thus,  in  the  case  of  the  farming  interests, 
the  tonnage  of  grain  being  much  smaller  than 
in  previous  years,  and  being  indeed  less  than  in 
any  year  since  1879-80,  while  the  traffic  in  live- 
stock and  wool  has  largely  increased,  shows 
clearly  that  greater  attention  is  being  paid  to 
sheep  and  cattle,  and  that  the  area  of  country 
under  crop  has  been  reduced. 

Again,  as  regards  the  building  trade,  the 
timber-tonnage  on  railways  having  been  very 
much  less  shows  that  this  trade,  during  the 
year  ending  March  last,  must  have  been  in  a 
depressed  state. 

During  the  year  ending  March  last  a  large 
amount  of  additional  rolling-stock,  which  has 
been  almost  entirely  built  in  the  colony,  has 
been  supplied ;  and  improvements  of  various 
kinds,  at  stations  and  on  the  various  lines  of 
railway,  have  been  carried  out,  whereby  publio 
accommodation  has  been  increased  or  working 
facilitated. 

None  of  the  engines  which  are  being  manu- 
factured in  the  colony  have  yet  been  completed, 
but  delivery  of  some  of  them  is  expected  about 
the  end  of  the  year. 

The  result  of  the  working  during  the  present 
financial  year,  up  to  tbe  period  ending  the  15th 
October,  is  that  the  revenue  for  the  twenty- 
eight  weeks  of  this  year  is  nearly  £20,000  in 
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azoess  of  that  for  the  corresponding  period  last 
year,  while  the  expenditure  is  slightly  less. 

In  the  short  time  I  have  had  at  my  disposal 
I  have  not  been  able  to  examine  closely  into  all 
matters  of  detail ;  but  reductions  in  expenditure 
are  being  mode  wherever  I  have  seen  them  to 
be  possible ;  and  I  believe  that  still  further 
economies  can  be  effected,  even  with  the  con- 
siderable addition  to  our  business  which  I 
confidently  look  forward  to,  as  I  am  assured 
that  we  may  expect  a  largely-increased  grain- 
tomioge  this  season. 

It  may  be  well,  however,  to  remind  honour- 
able members  that  economy  can  very  often  be 
effected  by  reducing  conveniences  which  have 
been  previously  enjoyed,  but  which  are  in  some 
cases  too  liberal  for  the  small  population  and 
the  business  which  requires  to  be  done.  All 
inch  endeavours  to  economize  are,  however, 
,  generally  stoutly  resisted  in  the  particular  dis- 
tricts where  the  necessary  economies  are  at- 
tempted to  be  carried  out. 

Under  ordinary  circumstances  there  would 
be  many  other  matters  which  I  should  properly 
be  expected  to  deal  with ;  but,  as  circumstances 
at  present  stand,  I  shall  not  attempt  to  indi- 
cate in  detail  the  directions  in  which  I  may 
think  that  the  management  might  be  improved, 
the  revenue  increased,  and  the  expenditure  re- 
duced, because  the  Government  has  already 
stated  that,  in  its  opinion,  the  groundwork  of 
the  system  is  defective,  and  that  it  is  essential 
for  the  proper  administration  of  this  valuable 
property  that  Commissioners  should  be  ap- 
pointed who  con  act  independently,  and  who 
will  deal  with  the  railways  and  conduct  their 
business  unfettered  by  political  control.  For 
this  purpose  I  have  prepared  a  Bill,  which  is 
now  before  the  House ;  and  I  believe  that, 
great  as  are  the  benefits  which  the  colony  has 
already  derived  from  its  railway  system,  much 
butter  results  may  bo  reasonably  expected  if 
the  proposals  now  before  Parliament  are  as- 
sented to. 

Before  leaving  this  branch  of  my  subject, 
however,  I  would  wish  to  repeat  what  has 
already  been  said  by  my  colleague  the  Colonial 
Treasurer — namely,  that  I  have  no  fault  to  find 
with  the  officers  of  the  Railway  Department. 
While  the  groundwork  of  the  system,  however, 
involves  continual  change,  and  wont  of  finality 
in  any  principle  of  action,  no  good  con  come  of 
it ;  but  I  expect  to  learn  that,  under  the  Com- 
missioners, officers  who  have  served  the  colony 
faithfully  for  many  years  will  do  much  more 
useful  work  in  the  future  than  the  surround- 
ing circumstances  have  admitted  of  their  doing 
in  the  past. 

ROADS. 

The  next  subject  which  I  have  to  treat  npon 
is  that  of  roads  of  all  classes ;  and,  before  going 
into  the  details  of  this  subject,  it  may  be  in- 
teresting to  honourable  members  that  I  should 
give  them  the  results  of  a  return  recently  pre- 
pared, showing  the  length  of  roads  constructed 
and  improved  in  the  colony  gonorally  out  of 
the  Public  Works  Fand  from  the  commence- 
ment of  the  pnblio-workg  policy.  These  I  find 
to  be  as  follow : — 

JUr.  JlitcJulson 


Dray  roads — 
North  Island  . . 
Middle  Island 

Total 

Horse  roads — 
North  Island  . . 
Middle  Island 

Total 


HUM. 
8,284 
1,108 

4,342 


3,453 
1,126 

8,578 


Grand  total  of  roads  of  all  classes..  7,920 
Mostly  in  connection  with  these  roadworks, 
but  in  some  cases  as  separate  undertakings,  & 
number  of  large  bridges  have  also  been  con- 
structed, not  to  mention  smaller  bridges  and 
culverts  which  have  been  taken  no  special 
account  of ;  and  I  find  that  the  number  of  these 
large  bridges  is — In  the  North  Island,  611 
bridges,  having  a  total  length  of  48,2d9ft. ;  and 
in  the  South  Island,  154  bridges,  having  a  total 
length  of  82,750ft. :  total  for  both  Islands,  765 
bridges,  having  a  total  length  of  80,989ft. 

BOADS  XOBTR  OF  AUCKLAND,  MAIN  ROADS,  MIS- 
CEU^NEOUS  ROADS  AND  BRIOOBS,  AND  ORANTB 
IN   AID. 

Roads  north  of  Auckland. 

On  roads  north  of  Auckland  the  expenditure 
for  the  year  ending  on  the  81st  March  lost  was 
£30,738,  and  from  the  end  of  March  to  the  end 
of  September  there  was  a  further  expenditure 
of  £2,957,  leaving  a  balance  then  available,  out 
of  the  amounts  provided  for  this  class  of  works, 
to  the  extent  of  only  £913.  Of  this  sum,  £420 
is  due  to  counties  under  grants  already  mode  ; 
so  that  there  is  only  £493  remaining  for  any 
further  undertakings. 

A  further  allocation  for  this  class  of  works 
would  be  very  desirable  ;  but  the  area  of  coun- 
try requiring  development  is  so  great,  and  the 
counties  requiring  aid  are  so  numerous,  that 
nothing  short  of  £50,000  or  £CO,0CO  would  be 
sufficient  to  attain  any  material  benefit,  and 
the  Qovemmcut  has  not  seen  its  way  to 
making  an  allocation  to  anything  like  that 
extent. 

Main  Roads. 

The  works  undertaken  by  the  Government 
under  the  head  of  "  Main  Hoods "  consist, 
principally,  of  the  maintenance  of  the  roads 
from  Oxford  to  Rotorua,  Tauranga  to  East 
Cape,  Tauranga  to  Napier  via  Taupo,  Nelson 
to  Westport,  Greymouth,  and  Hokitika,  Hoki- 
tika  to  Christchurch,  and  the  Haast  Pass  Track. 
Tho  amount  expended  on  this  class  of  works 
during  the  last  four  years  has  ranged  from 
about  £82,000  to  £22,000,  and  the  amount  pro- 
posed for  the  present  and  next  three  yean 
ranges  from  about  £19,000  to  £5,000,  the  inten- 
tion being  to  gradually  reduce  the  charge  for 
this  class  of  works  against  the  Publio  WoAa 
Fund  until  it  disappears  altogether  at  the  end 
of  the  fourth  year,  handing  over  such  of  the 
works  as  can  reasonably  be  so  handed  over  to 
the  local  bodies,  and  providing  for  the  othen 
out  of  the  Consolidated  Fund. 
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Miieellanaoiu  Roads  and  Bridges. 
Under  the  head  of  "  Miscellaneous  Roads 
and  Bridges "  a  number  of  now  works  have 
from  time  to  time  been  undertaken,  varying  in 
extent  during  the  last  four  years  from  about 
£61,000  to  about  £40,000  per  annum,  and  we 
have  thought  it  necessary  to  make  provision  for 
the  completion  of  such  of  these  works  as  are 
incomplete,  and  also  to  some  extent  for  works 
of  a  similar  character  in  the  future.  It  is  pro- 
posed, however,  that  the  expenditure  shall  be 
gradually  reduced,  for  the  present  and  three 
following  years,  from  £85,000  to  £5,000  per 
annum,  and  it  is  intended  to  stop  such  expendi- 
ture altogether  at  the  end  of  the  fourth  year. 
The  principal  works  in  hand  during  last  year 
have  been — Improvements  in  road  from  Lyell 
to  Westport,  cost  about  £6,000 ;  bridge  over  the 
Buller  Kiver  at  the  Lyell,  for  which  a  contract 
is  in  progress,  estimated  total  cost  about 
£9,500 ;  bridge  over  the  Waiau  at  the  Hanmer 
Plains,  cost  about  £15,000;  bridge  over  the 
Clarence  River,  now  completed,  cost  about 
£18,600  ;  road,  Kaikoura  to  Clarence,  estimated 
cost  £12,000 ;  road,  Kaikoura  to  Waiau,  also 
now  completed,  cost  about  £81,500  ;  and  bridges 
over  the  Clutha  at  Beaumont  and  Roxburgh 
which  have  cost,  respectively,  about  £12,500 
and  £9,900. 

Grants  in  Aid  (including  Roads  under  the 
Roads  and  Bridges  Construction  Act,  Stib- 
sidies  to  Local  Bodies  under  Finance  and 
Powers  Act,  and  Provision  for  Work  for 
"  Unemployed  "). 

Roads  under  the  Roads  and  Bridges  Con- 
struction Act. — The  transactions  under  the 
Boads  and  Bridges  Construction  Act  have  been 
brought  almost  to  a  conclusion.  The  only 
grants  made  during  the  past  financial  year 
were  for  completing  some  bridges  in  CoIIing- 
wood  and  Tuapeka  Counties  that  had  been 
commenced  under  the  provisions  of  the  Act, 
and  the  amount  thus  granted  only  came  to 
£314. 

The  liabilities  outstanding  on  the  Slst  Slarch 
last  were  £12,932— namely,  £11,048  on  main 
roads,  and  £1,264  on  district  roads. 

Since  the  31st  March  these  liabilities  have 
been  largely  paid  oft,  and  the  only  important 
undertaking  that  is  still  unfinished  is  the  Wai- 
roa  Bridge  at  Clyde,  which  is  well  advanced, 
and  is  expected  to  be  completed  by  about  the 
end  of  March  next.  The  remaining  liabilities 
consist  of  simdry  small  balances,  several  of 
which  have  been  outstanding  for  a  long  while ; 
and,  as  it  is  considered  that  the  time  has  now 
ooma  when  all  transactions  under  the  Roads 
and  Bridges  Act  should  be  closed,  the  local 
bodies  have  been  informed  that  these  balances 
will  shortly  be  written  off,  unless  good  reason  is 
•hown  to  the  oontranr. 

Subsidies  to  Local  Bodies. — As  regards  sub- 
sidies to  local  bodies  under  the  Local  Bodies' 
Finance  and  Powers  Act,  my  colleague  the 
Colonial  Treasurer  has  already,  in  his  Financial 
Statement,  alluded  to  this  subject,  so  I  shall  do 
no  more  than  reiterate  that  it  is  proposed  to  re- 
duce the  amount  of  subsidies  paid  last  year  by 


one-half  for  the  current  year,  and  provision  hag 
been  made  in  the  current  year's  estimates  for 
this  parpose. 

Further  provision  will  also  be  mode  under 
the  Public  Works  Fund  for  half  the  subsidies 
due  next  year,  in  the  event  of  its  not  being 
practicable  to  throw  them  entirely  on  the  Con- 
solidated Fund  before  that  date ;  but,  in  any 
case,  they  will  cease  to  be  a  charge  on  the  Public 
Works  Fund  after  March,  ISaO. 

Work  for  "Unemployed."  —  It  is  to  be  re- 
gretted that,  owing  to  the  depressed  condition 
of  the  country,  it  has  been  necessary  for  some 
time  past  to  expend  considerable  amounts  of 
money  on  more  or  less  unproductive  under, 
takings,  in  order  to  provide  work  for  the  unem- 
ployed, and  these  amounts  have  hitherto  been 
mostly  charged  to  loan. 

As  the  Government,  however,  does  not  con- 
sider that  any  moneys  expended  on  relief-works 
are  a  proper  charge  to  loan  funds,  it  is  in- 
tended that,  for  the  future,  only  such  amounts 
for  "  unemployed  "  shall  be  charged  to  loan  as 
are  expended  on  works  of  a  reproductive  cliarao- 
ter.  And,  if  further  assistance  than  that  is  re- 
quired to  meet  the  "  unemployed  "  difficulty,  it 
is  intended  to  provide  for  it  out  of  consolidated 
revenue. 

It  is  also  considered  that  no  relief-works  that 
can  possibly  be  avoided  should  be  undertaken, 
as  we  believe  that  it  is  detrimental  to  the  in- 
terests of  the  men  themselves  to  keep  them 
employed  on  purely  relief-work, — which,  after 
all,  is  merely  another  name  for  charitable 
aid. 

One  of  the  great  difiicultios  in  connection 
with  the  matter  is  to  get  the  men  out  of  the 
towns  and  into  the  country  ;  but  this  difSculty 
must  be  got  over,  as  it  is  out  of  the  question 
that  we  can  continue  to  pronde  work  within 
the  towns,  and  we  have  therefore  determined 
that  such  further  work  as  is  provided  should 
be  entirely  in  the  countty  districts,  and  of,  so 
far  as  possible,  an  immediately -reproductive 
character. 

On  the  class  of  works  hitherto  undertaken  for 
providing  work  for  the  "unemployed"  the  ex- 
penditure last  year  was  £16,629  ;  and  provision 
has  been  made  for  further  expenditure,  if  re- 
quisite, to  the  extent,  in  all,  of  about  £80,000 
for  the  present  and  three  following  years. 

BOAOS     TO    OPEN      UP     CBOWN    \jIlST>6     BEFOBE 
SALE,   ALSO  VILLAGE  SETTLEMENTS. 

Roads  to  open  up  Crovm  Lands. — The  im- 
portant work  of  rendering  the  Crown  lands 
more  accessible  to  settlement,  by  the  clearing 
and  formation  of  road-lines,  has  been  and  is 
being  promoted  extensively  throughout  the 
colony,  as  will  be  seen  from  the  annual  report 
of  the  Survey  Department  for  the  year  1886-87. 

The  expenditure  on  this  class  of  works  has 
been  very  considerable,  having  been  about 
£84,000  in  1883-84,  £49,000  in  1884-85,  £62,000 
in  1885-86,  and  £57,000  in  1886-87  ;  and  for  the 
present  year  the  expenditure  will  have  to  be 
about  £60,000.  In  the  two  following  years,  how- 
ever, it  is  proposed  to  considerably  diminish 
the   ezpencutnie,   the    amount   proposed   foe 
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1888-89  being  £45,000,  and  for  1889-90  being 
£20,000,  subject  to  some  slight  modifications, 
which  I  shall  lofer  to  presently  under  the  head 
of  village  settlements;  bnt  it  is  not  antici- 
pated, in  any  case,  that  the  expenditure  out  of 
the  Public  Works  Fund  should  proceed  beyond 
1889-90,  as  my  colleague  the  Minister  of  Lands 
hopes  that  by  that  time  he  will  have  sufficient 
revenue  in  the  shape  of  Land  Fund  to  cover 
works  of  this  character  which  may  require  to 
be  done. 

Village  Settlements. — ^For  village  settlements 
the  expenditure  during  the  year  ending  1886-87, 
on  the  basis  of  the  vote  of  £5,000  then  granted 
for  this  class  of  undertakings,  was  £1,891 ;  and 
it  has  been  found  necessary  to  make  further 
provision  to  the  extent  of  £72,200,  to  cover  the 
expenditure  of  £4,032  between  March  and  Sep- 
tember last,  and  the  liabilities  of  £Gd,118  ex- 
isting at  the  end  of  September :  total,  £72,150, 
or,  in  round  numbers,  £72,200.  Under  this 
allocation  it  was  anticipated  that  the  expendi- 
ture would  be  £23,000  this  year,  and  £20.000, 
£20,000,  and  £9,200  respectively  for  the  three 
following  years  ;  but  the  Government  has  since 
been  given  to  understand  that  the  liabilities,  as 
stated  at  the  end  of  September,  may  possibly 
not  all  accrue,  and  that  consequently  something 
less  than  the  £72,200  may  eventually  be  found 
to  be  sufficient :  and,  if  this  is  so,  the  balance 
thus  saved  will  be  made  available  for  further 
works  in  the  shape  of  roads  to  open  up  lands 
before  sale. 

BOADS  ON  G0U>FIEU>8. 

Coming  now  to  the  last  of  our  very  numerous 
classes  of  roads — between  some  of  which,  I  may 
say,  the  line  of  demarcation  is  so  very  slight 
that  they  are  rather  apt  to  overlap — I  find  that 
on  account  of  roads  on  the  goldfields  the  ex- 
penditure for  the  four  years  ending  March, 
1887,  has  been,  in  round  numbers,  £27,000, 
£15,000,  £32,000,  and  £82,000  respectively; 
while  for  the  present  and  two  following  years 
the  amounts  proposed  to  be  provided  are 
£31,000,  £30,000,  and  £10,760  respectively.  The 
amount  thus  allocated  for  next  year  is  large, 
but  most  of  it  will  be  required  to  meet  existing 
engagements. 

WATERWOBKS  OH  aOIJ>FI£U>S. 

On  account  of  waterworks  on  the  goldfields 
the  expenditure  during  the  last  four  years  has 
been,  respectively,  in  round  numbers,  £16,000, 
£8,000,  £9,000,  and  £7,000  ;  while  for  this  year 
and  next  year  the  expenditure  proposed  is  only 
£1,200  and  £800  respectively,  the  intention 
being  merely  to  complete  certain  works  wliich 
are  in  hand,  as  it  is  considered  that  works  of 
this  character  can  be  more  satisfactorily  carried 
out  by  private  enterprise. 

PUBCRASS  OF  KATIVB  LANDS,  NORTH  ISLAND. 

On  the  purchase  of  Native  land  in  the  North 
Island  (exclusive  of  land  along  the  North  Island 
Main  Trunk  Railway)  the  expenditure  during 
the  lost  four  years  has  been,  in  round  numbers, 
respectively,  £24,000,  £70,000,  £34,000,  and 
£18,000.  For  this  year  the  expenditure  re- 
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quired  to  meet  engagements  will  amount  to 
about  £12,000;  but,  as  £11,000  will  come  to 
the  credit  of  the  vote  from  the  fund  provided 
for  land-purchase  along  the  North  Island  Main 
Trunk  Railway,  the  actual  charge  this  year 
will  amount  to  only  about  £1,000 ;  and  for  the 
next  two  years  the  expenditure  is  proposed  to 
be  £10,000  and  £5,000  respectively.  The  total 
allocation  proposed  for  this  purpose  is,  thus, 
£16,000. 

The  amount  of  land  in  respect  of  which 
transactions  were  completed  under  this  head- 
ing, and  which  has  consequently  become  tha 
property  of  the  Crown,  for  the  period  from  the 
31st  March,  1886,  to  the  SOth  September  last 
was  207,000  acres  ;  and  the  area  of  land  in  re- 
spect of  which  negotiations  are  still  pending, 
and  upon  which  more  or  less  payments  havo 
been  made,  is  about  575,000  acres. 

lUmGRATION. 

As  regards  the  important  question  of  immi- 
gration, I  find  that,  for  the  period  between  the 
1st  May,  1886,  and  the  SOth  November,  1887, 
1,460  nominated  immigrants  have  arrived  ia 
the  colony,  towards  the  cost  of  whose  passages 
the  sum  of  £12,162  15s.  has  been  contributed 
by  their  friends  in  the  colony. 

During  the  above  period  eighty  farmers  have 
arrived  who  satisfied  the  Agent-General  that 
they  were  possessed  of  the  requisite  capital 
(amounting,  in  all,  to  £34,405)  as  required  by 
the  regulations  of  the  28th  September,  1885. 

The  total  number  of  immigrants,  exclusive  of 
small  farmers,  introduced  since  the  inaugura- 
tion of  the  immigration  scheme  by  the  Colonial 
Government  is  113,953. 

Details  of  the  nationalities  and  classes  of  tha 
immigrants  introduced  to  the  30th  April,  1887, 
will  be  found  in  Parliamentary  Paper  D.-9, 
1887,  presented  last  session. 

The  expenditure  on  immigration  during  the 
last  four  years  has  been,  respectively,  in  round 
numbers,  £107,000,  £57,000,  £12,000,  and 
£12,000 ;  and  for  this  and  the  three  following 
years  the  expenditure  proposed  is,  respectively, 
£16,720,  £20,000,  £20,000,  and  £14,000,  being  a 
total  allocation  for  immigration  purposes,  out  ot 
funds  in  hand  and  now  proposed,  amounting  to 
£70,720. 

TEI.EOBAPH  XXTENSION. 

As  regards  the  subject  of  telegraph  extension, 
I  find  that  during  the  present  financial  year 
telegraph  or  telephone  communication  has  been 
established  between  Clevedon  and  Papakura, 
Pukekohe  and  Mauku,  Tahoraite  and  Danevirke, 
Springston  and  Frebbleton,  Upper  Riccarton 
and  Middleton ;  and  a  line  is  now  in  course  of 
construction  from  Masterton  to  Mauriceville 
and  Mangamahoe. 

The  proposals  for  further  telegraph  extension 
in  the  estimates  for  the  present  year  include 
the  construction  of  linos  between  Kaipara 
Heads  and  Te  Kopum,  Blenheim  and  Awatere, 
Ophir  and  Tinker's  TMatakanui),  Miller's  Flat 
and  Lawrence,  Henley  and  Berwick,  and  the 
erection  of  an  additional  wire  between  Welling- 
ton and  Auckland  by  way  of  Foxton,  Wood- 
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-ville,  and  Kapiei,  fta  well  as  a  local  wire  from 
Fozton  to  Wobdville. 

The  expenditure  for  the  last  four  years  has 
been,  respectively,  about  £19,000,  £26,000, 
£36,000,  and  £19,000 ;  and  for  the  present  and 
three  following  years  the  amounts  proposed  are 
£20,100,  £10,000,  £6,000,  and  £5,000,  the  in- 
tention being  that  the  cost  of  future  extensions 
of  the  telegraph  system  should  be  gradually 
thrown  on  the  Consolidated  Fund,  and  that 
after  March,  1891,  no  further  expenditure  of 
tills  character  shall  be  charged  to  loan  funds. 

POBLIC   BniLDINGS. 

The  principal  public  buildings  in  course  of 
erection  during  last  year  were  some  additions 
to  the  Lunatic  Asylums  in  Christchurch  and 
Auckland,  the  construction  of  a  new  Printing- 
office  in  Wellington,  and  the  continuation  of 
the  works  for  the  new  prisons  at  Wellin^n 
and  Auckland.  During  the  current  year  it  is 
proposed  to  put  in  hand  gasworks  and  a  doc- 
tor's residence  at  Seaclifi  Asylum ;  a  doctor's 
residence  and  farm-buildings,  &c.,  at  the  asylum 
at  Sunnyside  ;  and  the  addition  of  a  male  wing 
to  the  asylum  at  Auckland.  It  is  also  proposed 
to  ask  for  a  vote  for  a  new  asylum  at  Porirua, 
for  the  Wellington  District ;  and  also  for  the 
long-proposed  public  offices  in  Auckland. 

The  re-erection  of  the  Post  Office  in  Welling- 
ton will  shortly  be  undertaken ;  but,  as  the 
Government  considers  that  this  is  not  properly 
chargeable  to  loan,  it  has  been  determined  to 
provide  for  it  out  of  consolidated  revenue. 

On  public  buildings  generally  the  expendi- 
ture during  the  last  four  years  has  been,  in 
round  numbers,  respectively,  £164,000,  £117,000, 
£87,000,  and  £89,000  ;  and  during  the  present 
year  the  liabilities  already  incurred  are  such, 
especially  in  respect  of  lunatic  asylums,  school- 
buildings,  and  the  Printing-office  at  Welling- 
ton, that  the  expenditure  will  have  to  be  about 
£109,000.  It  is  proposed,  however,  to  materi- 
ally reduce  the  expenditure  out  of  loan  on 
this  class  of  works  during  the  following  three 
years,  the  amounts  proposed  being  respectively 
£69,700,  £26,000,  and  £7,600. 

The  total  amount  allocated  for  public  build- 
ings during  the  four  years  is,  thus,  £212,410,  of 
which  departmental  buildings,  including  the 
Wellington  Printing-office  and  the  Auckland 
departmental  offices,  will  absorb  £40,000 ;  judi- 
cial buildings,  including  the  gaols  at  Auckland 
and  Wellington,  £34,550 ;  lunatic  asylumn,  in- 
cluding a  new  asylum  at  Porirua  and  additions 
to  the  asylum  buildings  at  Auckland,  Christ- 
church,  and  Dunedin,  £77,000;  and  school- 
buildings,  £50,000. 

As  regards  school-buildings,  I  should  men- 
tion that  provision  is  only  proposed  to  bo  made 
for  this  year's  grant,  together  with  the  liabili- 
ties which  will  probably  exist  at  the  end  of  the 
year,  the  intention  of  the  Government  being 
that  after  the  end  of  this  financial  year  pro- 
vision should  be  made  for  this  class  of  work 
in  some  way  other  than  by  drawing  on  the 
Pablic  Works  Fund. 

UaHTHOUSES  AND  HABBOUB  WORKS. 

Lighthotuea. — On  lighthouses  the  expendi- 


ture during  recent  years  has  never  been  very 
large,  the  sunounts  expended  during  the  last 
four  years  being,  respectively,  about  £6,700, 
£7,400,  £300,  and  £3,300 ;  and  for  this  and 
next  year  the  expenditure  proposed  is  £4,300 
and  £4,000  respectively,  making,  in  all,  £8,300 
as  the  total  amount  intended  to  be  devoted  to 
this  class  of  works  out  of  funds  available  and 
now  proposed. 

The  amount  so  allocated  is  principally  for  the 
Cuvier  Island  Lighthouse,  the  apparatus  and 
lantern  for  which  have  already  been  received 
in  the  colony ;  and  plans  for  the  tower,  which 
is  to  be  of  cast-iron,  have  also  been  prepared, 
ready  to  call  for  tenders.  Steps  are  also  being 
taken  to  acquire  the  land  for  the  buildings,  and 
it  is  proposed  to  shortly  commence  the  neces- 
sary works  on  the  island  to  complete  this  long- 
promised  undertaking. 

Harbour  Works. — For  harbour  works  a  sum 
of  £500  only  has  been  allocated,  and  it  has 
already  been  expended,  being  the  balance  of  Ik 
grant  of  £1,500  made  under  vote  of  last  year  to 
the  Hokitika  Harbour  Board,  of  which  £1,000 
was  paid  before  March  last,  and  the  remainder 
since  then. 

HABBOUB  DEFENCES. 

The  cost  of  the  harbour  defences  of  New  Zea. 
land  up  to  the  end  of  March  last  was  £318,827  ; 
and  I  find  that  a  further  sum  of  £130,000  is 
required  to  pay  off  existing  liabilities  and  com- 
plete the  undertakings  which  are  at  present  in 
hand.  This  sum  has  therefore  been  allocated 
to  harbour  defences,  and  will  be  required  for 
payment  to  the  extent  of  £80,000  this  year  and 
£50,000  next  year.  Up  to  the  end  of  Septem- 
ber last  the  total  expenditure  was  £353,483 ; 
of  which,  £174,012  was  for  guns,  ammunition,, 
torpedo-boats,  torpedoes,  and  other  war-ma- 
terial imported  from  England,  and  the  remain- 
der, £179,471,  for  works  within  the  colony  itself, 
including  land-purchase.  Up  to  the  31st  March 
last  the  works  in  the  colony  were  carried  out 
by  the  Engineers  of  the  Public  Works  Depart- 
ment ;  but  since  that  date  the  Defence  Depart- 
ment has  taken  them  into  its  own  hands 
entirely. 

BiTES  ON   NATIVE   I.ANDB. 

Under  the  heading  of  "  Rates  on  Native 
Lands  "  the  expenditure  last  year  was  £25,189; 
and  the  amounts  required  to  meet  our  engage- 
ments under  the  existing  Act  will  be,  for  this 
year  £15,000,  and  for  next  year  £10,700;  be- 
yond which  nothing  more  has  been  provided, 
as  it  is  proposed  that  the  Act  should  be  re- 
pealed. 

TBEBMAI.  SPBINOS. 

The  expenditure  on  thermal  springs  last  year 
was  £7,814,  and  the  amount  required  for  this 
year  is  £3,200,  and  for  next  year  £800.  This  is 
principally  for  the  completion  of  the  water- 
supply  at  Rotorua,  and  planting  and  improve- 
ments of  the  baths  and  grounds ;  and,  as  it  ia 
not  intended  to  undertake  any  further  works 
than  those  at  present  in  hand,  no  farther  funds 
have  been  allocated  beyond  the  £S,500  for  this 
year  and  next  year. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


588 


Public  Works 


[HOUSE.] 


Statement. 


[Dec.  12 


PnBUO  WORKS  FUND. — PAKF  1. 

To  sum  up  the  proposals  of  which  I  have  now 

f'ven  the  details,  they  amount  to  this :  In  Part 
of  the  Public  Works  Fund  we  had  on  the 
Slst  March  last  a  balance  of  £491,246,  and  we 
are  further  entitled  under  this  fund  to  a  sum 
of  £83,814  under  section  31  of  the  Government 
Xioans  to  Local  Bodies  Act,  making,  in  all, 
£575,060 ;  but,  as  against  this,  we  had  expen- 
diture up  to  the  SOth  September  amounting  to 
£243,953,  and  liabilities  actually  brought  to 
book  at  same  date  amounting  to  £280,495,  and 
further  engagements  which,  though  not  brought 
to  book,  were,  to  all  intents  and  purposes, 
liabilities,  amounting  to  £184,836. 

The  total  amount  of  these  engagements  over 
and  above  actual  expenditure  and  liabilities,  in 
point  of  fact,  amounted  to  £205,446;  bat,  as 
against  these,  there  were  credits  to  come  in 
from  Consolidated  Fund  and  Parts  II.  and  III. 
of  Public  Works  Fund  amounting  to  £20,610, 
thus  bringing  the  net  amount  of  engagements 
to  £184,836,  as  before  stated. 

My  colleague  the  Colonial  Treasurer,  in  his 
Financial  Statement,  referred  to  these  engage- 
ments as  amounting  to  about  £150,000;  but 
since  then  they  have  been  more  accurately 
gone  into  during  the  preparation  of  the  public- 
works  estimates,  and  are  now  ascertained  to 
be  £184,886. 

Adding  together  the  expenditnro  up  to  end 
of  September  with  liabilities  and  engagements 
at  that  date  gives,  in  all,  £709,284  as  expendi- 
ture, liabilities,  and  engagements  up  to  end  of 
September,  as  compared  with  the  £575,060 
assets  on  the  some  date  ;  thus  showing  that  our 
actual  present  expenditure,  with  liabilities  and 
engagements  on  the  SOth  September,  exceeded 
our  assets  on  that  date  by  £134,224 ;  and  this, 
too,  without  allowing  anything  for  recurrent 
charges,  such  as  immigration,  departmental 
expenditure,  roads  maintenance,  subsidies  to 
local  bodies,  work  for  "  unemployed,"  complet- 
ing engagements  in  aid  of  land-purchases,  tele- 
graph-extension, additions  to  lunatic  asylums, 
school-buildings,  and  rates  on  Native  lands,  &o. 

In  view  of  these  recurring  charges,  therefore, 
and  also  in  view  of  the  deficit  of  £134,224 
already  existing,  it  was  considered  and  it  is 
still  considered  by  the  Gnvemment  that  nothing 
short  of  £500,000  additional  funds  would  be 
sufficient  to  admit  of  a  reasonable  sum  being 
allowed  for  immigration,  and  at  the  same  time 
permit  of  our  bringing  our  recurrent  engage- 
ments in  respect  of  the  other  services  to  a  close 
otherwise  than  in  an  abrupt  and  unsatisfactory 
manner. 

In  the  case  of  the  several  main  roads,  for 
instance,  for  the  maintenance  of  which  the 
Government  has  made  itself  responsible,  we 
cannot  abandon  these  roads  to  their  fate,  as  we 
might  thus  become  liable  for  damages  in  the 
event  of  any  accidents  happening  through  our 
negligence,  and  neither  can  we  divest  ourselves 
of  the  responsibility  attaching  to  these  roads 
all  at  once  by  handing  them  over  to  the  locsJ 
bodies,  or  placing  the  whole  charge  on  the  Con- 
J^r.  Mitchelson 


solidated  Fund.  The  same  also  applies  more 
or  less  to  the  class  of  buildings  and  other 
works. 

With  great  reluctance,  therefore — for  we  had 
hoped  to  be  able  to  do  without  a  loan  at  alt — 
we  came  to  the  conclusion  that  we  must  ask 
for  authority  for  £500,000  under  Part  I.  of  the 
Fund  ;  and,  assuming  that  this  is  granted,  our 
total  assets  under  this  Fund,  counting  from  the 
3l8t  March  last,  would  be  £1,075,060  ;  and  we 
would  propose  to  allocate  the  expenditure  of 
this  sum,  during  the  present  and  next  three 
years,  as  follows : — 

For  immigration,  with  debits  (consisting 
of  expenditure,  liabilities,  and   engage- 
ments at  30th  September),  amounting  to 
£13,702,  we  propose  to  allocate  £70,720. 
For  Public  Works  Departmental  services, 
with  debits  amounting  to  £6,000,  we  pro- 
pose to  allocate  £13,000. 
For  railways  (other   than   those  provided 
for  under  Parts  II.  and  III.  of  Fund), 
with  debits  amounting  to  £3,500,  we  pro- 
pose to  allocate  £3,500. 
For  roods  of  all  classes,  with  debits  amount- 
ing to  £366,020,  we  propose  to  allocate 
£528,.330. 
For  waterworks  on   the  goldfields,   with 
debits  amounting  to  £2,000,  we  propose 
to  allocate  £2,000. 
For  purchase  of  Native  lands.  North  Island 
(exclusive  of  purchases  under  the  North 
Island  Trunk  Railway  Loan),  with  debits 
amounting  to  £12,000  (less  £11,000  which 
is  to  come  in  to  credit  from  Part  II.  of 
Fund),  we  propose  to  allocate  £16,000. 
For     telegraph  -  extension,     with     debits 
amounting  to  £26,070,   we    propose    to 
allocate  £41,100. 
For  public  buildings,  with  debits  amount- 
ing to  £120,360,  we  propose  to  allocate 
£212,410. 
For  lighthouses,  with  debits  amounting  to 

£2,932,  we  propose  to  allocate  £8,300. 
For  harbour  works,  with  debits  amount- 
ing to  £500,  we  propose  to  allocate  £500. 
For  harbour  defences,  with  debits  amount- 
ing to  £130,000,  we  propose  to  allocate 
£130,000. 
For  rates  on  Native   lands,  with  debits 
amounting  to   £25,700,  we   propose    to 
allocate  £25,700. 
For  Thermal  Springs,  with  debits  amount- 
ing to  £3,500,  we  propose  to  allocate 
£3,500. 
And  for  charges  and  expenses  of  raising 
loons,  with  debits  amounting  to  £8,000, 
we  propose  to  allocate  £20,000. 
Finally,  for  all  the  services  under  this  fund, 
with  debits  (consisting  of   expenditure, 
liabilities,  and  engagements  at  SOth  Sep- 
tember last)  amounting  to  £709,284,  we 
?ropose  to  allocate  £1,075,060. 
allowing  table  will  probably  show  these 
results  in  a  form  which  will  bo  more  convenient 
to  honourable  members : — 
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Debits. 

Ck>n8i8tiDg  of 

Cl«^  of  Works. 

Expenditure  from 
Marcb  31  to 

Sept.  30, 1887,  and 
Liabilities 

and  Engagements 

Proposed 
Allooation. 

tit  the  latter  Date. 

£ 

£ 

Immigration 

, , 

13,702 

70,720 

Poblic  Works  departmental  services    . . 

, , 

6,000 

13,000 

Bailways  (other  than  those  provided  for  under  Parts  II.  and  HI.  of 

8,500 

3,500 

J?  UU\1J 

Roads  of  all  clasises    . . 

.. 

866,020 

528,330 

Watervrorks  on  goldfields 

,  , 

2,000 

2,000 

Purchase  of  Native  lands,  North  Island,  exclusive  of  pur- 

chases under  the  North  Island  Trunk  Railway  Loan 

£12,000 

• 

Less  amount  which  is  to  come  into  credit  from 

Partll.  of  Fund.. 

11,000 

1,000 

16,000 

Telegraph  extension  . . 

.  , 

26,070 

41,100 

Public  buildings 

,, 

120,360 

212,410 

Lighthouses 

2,932 

8,300 

Harbour  works 

,  , 

500 

500 

Harbour  defences 

,  , 

130,000 

130,000 

Rates  on  Native  lands 

t. 

25,700 

25,700 

Thermal  Springs 

,  , 

8,600 

3,500 

Charges  and  expenses  of  raising  loons 

•• 

8,000* 

20,000 

For  all  services  unc 

ter  this  S 

•und       .. 

709,284 

1,075,060 

*  This  amount  would  have  been  required  for  expenses  of  raising  sulSclent  loan  to  cover  actual  deficit. 


PUBLIC  WOBKS  FUND. — PAST  U. 

Coming  now  to  Part  II.  of  the  fund,  being 
the  portion  devoted  to  the  North  Island  Main 
Trunk  Railway,  we  had  unexpended  on  the 
31st  March  last  the  sum  of  iS674,315,  and  on  the 
30th  September  this  was  reduced  to  £615,258, 
with  liabilities  amounting  to  £137,474.  Start- 
ing with  the  balance  at  the  end  of  the  year — 
namely,  £674,315 — the  expenditure  suggested 
by  the  Engineer-in-Chief,  if  the  work  is  to  go 
on  vigorously  from  both  ends  during  the  pre- 
sent and  next  three  years,  is  £619,800,  which 
would  leave  a  balance  unexpended  on  the  31st 
March,  1891,  of  £54,515. 

FUBUO  WOBKS  FUND. — FABT  lU. 

Under  Part  III.  of  the.  Public  Works  Fund 
we  had  unexpended  on  the  Slst  March  last 
the  sum  of  £763,235,  and  by  the  30th  Septem- 
ber last  this  was  reduced  to  £556,645,  with 
liabilities  amounting  to  £304,004.  The  net 
amount  available  for  further  undertakings  on 
theSOth  September  was  therefore  only  £252,641 ; 
and,  as  this  amount  was  quite  inadequate  for 
carrying  the  most  of  the  railways  in  hand  to 
points  at  which  they  would  be  even  moderately 
reproductive,  it  was  decided  to  ask  for  further 
authority  of  £500,000,  which  is  proposed  to  be 
ftllocated  as  follows : — 


Helonsville  northwards 

Putaruru-Rotorua 

Woodville-Palmerston 

Blenheim-Awatere 

Greymouth-Hokitika 

Mount  Somers 

Livingstone  . .        -     . . 

Otago  Central 

Seaward  Bush 

Additions  to  opened  lines    . . 

Surveys    .. 

Charges  and  expenses  of  raising  the 
portion  of  the  loan  allocated  to  rail- 
ways    .. 

Departmental  (engineering  and  super- 
vision) . . 

Grand  total  for  railways 


£ 

25,000 

18,000 

120,000 

9,000 

2,000 

7,000 

1,000 

105,000 

10,000 

122,000 

6,000 


30,000 

45,000 
£500,000 

Adding  this  sum  of  £500,000  to  the  £769,285 
before  alluded  to  as  existing  at  the  Slst  March 
last  will  give  a  total  of  £1,269,235,  the  expendi- 
ture of  which  (including  the  expenditure  which 
has  already  taken  place)  we  propose  to  spread 
over  the  present  and  next  three  years  at  the 
following  rate  — namely,  1887-88,  £442,500; 
1888-89,  £437,408;  1889-90,  £298,917;  and 
1890-91,  £67,444 :  giving  a  total  for  four  years 
of  £1,246,264,  which  will  leave  £22,971  un- 
expended at  the  end  of  the  term. 
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Costs  and  Charges  of  raising  Loan. 
As  regiuxis  the  item  of  £30,000  for  charges 
ajid  expenses  of  raisiiig  the  £500,000  allocated 
to  railways,  I  should  explain  that  about  £10,000 
of  this  is  required  to  supplement  the  amount 
allocated  to  charges  and  expenses  of  raising 
loans,  and  contingencies  in  connection  with  the 
loan  of  1886,  which  will  be  exceeded  to  about 
that  extent.  The  amount  actually  required 
for  raising  £500,000,  at  present  asked  for,  will 
probably  be  about  £20,000. 

TOTAL  EXFENDITUBE  FHOFOSED  UNDER    PUBLIC 
WOBKS  FUND  AS  ▲  WHOLE. 

Taking  the  whole  three  funds  together, 
our  proposed  expenditure  is  —  For  1887-88, 
£1,127,560 ;  for  1888-89,  £986,903  ;  for  1889-90, 
£677,677 ;  and  for  1890-91,  £248,994 ;  giving 
an  average  throughout  the  four  years  of  about 
£735,281  per  annum. 

While  on  the  subject  of  this  expenditure,  I 
should  explain  that  it  was  the  wish  and  inten- 
tion of  the  Government,  if  possible,  to  have  dis- 
tributed the  expenditure  more  evenly  over  the 
four  years  ;  but  it  was  found  that  we  had  prac- 
tically very  little  control  over  the  expenditure 
during  the  current  year  and  part  of  next  year, 
AS  that  is  fixed  to  a  very  large  extent  by  exist- 
ing engagements  ;  and  there  wa«  also  the  con- 
sideration that,  if  we  spread  the  expenditure 
on  each  one  of  the  railways  over  the  whole 
period,  a  work  which  might  quite  easily  be  com- 
pleted in  two  years  would  be  left  unproductive 
for  another  year  or  two  without  any  great  good 
being  attained.  In  the  case  of  several  of  the 
railways,  therefore,  I  have  put  expenditure  into 
the  year  1889-90  which  I  originally  intended 
to  have  thrown  into  1890-91,  with  the  view  of 
getting  such  of  the  railways  completed  by 
Alarch,  1890,  as  could  then  reasonably  be  com- 
pleted. Even  as  the  proposed  expenditure 
stands,  however,  it  indicates  a  very  consider- 
able reduction  as  compared  with  the  expen- 
diture of  the  previous  years,  which  has 
been— For  188.S-84,  £1,409,588;  for  1884-85, 
£1,336,727 ;  for  1885-86,  £1,475,386 ;  for  1886-87, 
£1,333,484. 

In  actual  practice,  too,  it  is  probable  that 
the  expenditure  during  this  year  and  next  year 
will  be  somewhat  less  than  I  have  estimated 
for,  the  amounts  set  down  being  the  sums  neces- 
sary to  meet  the  liabilities  which  will  probably 
come  in  for  payment  during  those  years  ;  and, 
if  these  liabilities  do  not  fall  due  so  rapidly  as 
is  anticipated,  the  expenditure  will  of  course  be 
reduced  accordingly  during  the  first  two  years, 
and  can  thus  be  spread  more  evenly  over  the 
whole  four  years,  as  we  originally  intended. 

As  affecting  the  proposed  expenditure  for  the 
year  after  this  one — namely,  for  the  year  end- 
ing March,  1889,  which  I  have  already  stated 
will  probably  be  larger  than  we  wished  it  to 
be  —  it  should  also  be  mentioned  that  the 
amount  required  to  be  expended  that  year 
will  include  about  £80,000  for  charges  and 
expenses  of  raising  loons,  as  the  North  Island 
Trunk  Eailway  Loan  of  £1,000,000  still  re- 
quires to  be  raised,  as  well  as  the  £1,000,000 
which  we  now  propose  to  ask  authority  for,  and 
Mr.  MitcJielson 


it  is  estimated  that  the  expenses   for  each 
£1,000,000  will  be  about  £40,000. 

Probable  Effect  of  determining  the  Rate  of 
Expenditure  for  Tltree  Years  in  Advance. 
In  thus  endeavouring  to  fix  the  expenditure 
over  a  series  of  years,  I  am  quite  alive  to  the 
fact  that  I  may  be  met  with  the  assertion  that 
it  is  impossible  to  absolutely  adhere  to  any  such 
programme,  or  to  keep  the  expenditure  rigidly 
within  the  limits  which  I  have  fixed.  But, 
while  admitting  that  this,  to  a  certain  extent, 
is  true,  I  nevertheless  maintain  that  we  shall 
probably  come  much  nearer  what  is  the  inten- 
tion of  the  Government  and,  I  believe,  also  the 
wish  of  most  honourable  members  as  regards 
the  so-called  "  tapering-o£E "  in  borrowing  by 
shaping  out  some  definite  programme  to  guide 
ns,  such  as  I  have  endeavoured  to  do,  rather 
than  by  leaving  everything  to  the  chapter  of 
accidents  in  the  future. 

Allocation  for  Bails,  Sleepers,  and  Rolling-stock, 
£125,000. 
As  honourable  members  may  possibly  not  be 
prepared  for  the  large  sum — £125,000 — which  is 
set  down  in  proposed  loan-allocation  for  perma- 
nant-way  and  rolling-stock,  and  especially  as 
regards  the  sum  of  £65,000  shown  as  required 
for  permanent-way  and  rolling-stock  for  addi- 
tions to  opened  lines,  it  may  be  desirable  that 
I  should  explain  that  £45,000  of  this  amount  is 
due  to  insufficient  provision  having  been  made 
for  this  class  of  expenditure  in  the  loan-alloca- 
tion of  1886  ;  and  I  have  chained  this  £45,000 
to  additions  to  opened  lines  in  order  to  avoid 
an  undue  charge  falling  upon  any  of  the  indi- 
vidual railways.  This  was  the  only  way  to 
fairly  meet  the  case,  as  some  of  the  railways 
provided  for  in  1886,  and  which  have  been 
already  completed,  and  which,  consequently, 
do  not  appear  in  the  present  allocation  at  all, 
have  already  received  their  full  complement  of 
rails ;  and  the  deficit,  if  charged  otherwise  than 
to  additions  to  open  lines,  would  have  to  fall 
entirely  on  the  railways  which  have  still  to  be 
completed,  which  would  manifestly  be  unrea- 
soniA)le.  In  the  finid  accounts  showing  cost  of 
railways  from  time  to  time,  it  would  make  no 
matter,  as  each  line  is  of  course  only  eventually 
charged  with  the  actual  expenditure  upon  it ; 
but,  even  in  making  an  allocation,  it  seemed  to 
me  to  be  unjust  to  include  an  amount  in  present 
loan  schedule  for  a  service  which  purported  to 
have  been  fully  provided  for  in  the  allocations 
of  1886. 

Proposals  as  to  carrying  on  Formation-tcorka 
on  Railways  beyond  the  Points  up  to  which 
the  Lines  can  be  entirely  cotnpleted  toith  the 
Funds  available. 

The  first  intention  of  the  Government,  in  view 
of  the  desirability  of  stopping  all  expenditure 
where  practicable,  was  to  omit  any  provision  for 
carrying  on  formation- works  (even  when  already 
provided  for)  beyond  the  points  to  which  funds 
are  available  for  entirely  completing  the  vari- 
ous railways ;  but,  on  further  consideration, 
it  was   decided  that   it  would   be  better  to 
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retain  power  to  carry  on  these  formation-works, 
in  the  event  of  its  being  necessary  to  provide 
work  for  the  unemployed ;  and  I  have  therefore 
shown  the  amounts  authorised,  as  proposed  to 
be  expended  over  the  present  and  next  three 
years  accordingly,  in  the  event  of  such  expen- 
diture being  requisite. 

Departmental  Expenditure. 

In  connection  with  our  future  proposals  to 
gra,dually  reduce  loan-expenditure  on  all  classes 
of  works  it  will  be  necessary  to  correspondingly 
reduce  the  departmental  expenditure,  which 
was  £30,166  for  1884-85,  £29,632  for  1885-86, 
and  £25,835  for  1886-87. 

The  expenditure  for  this  year  will  be  about 
£25,000,  which  is  somewhat  short  of  4  per  cent, 
on  the  portion  of  the  loan-expenditure  under 
the  control  of  the  Public  Works  Department 
proper ;  and,  on  the  same  basis,  I  think  it  is 
probable  that  the  expenditure  for  the  next 
three  years  could  be  reduced  to  £20,000,  £15,000, 
and  £13,000,  respectively,  making  in  all,  for  the 
four  years,  £73,000.  It  is  also  intended  that 
this  expenditure  should  be  charged  propor- 
tionately in  accordance  with  the  amount  of 
works  under  the  control  of  the  department  m 
each  of  the  several  subdivisions  of  the  Loan 
Fund,  which  would  give,  for  the  four  years, 
£13,000  chargeable  to  Part  I.,  £15,000  to  Part 
II.,  and  £45,000  to  Part  III.,  making,  in  all, 
J[s73,000,  as  before. 

Public-works  Estimates. 
As  regards  the  general  shape  in  which  the 
public-works  estimates  will  be  brought  down, 
I  have  not  found  it  desirable  to  alter  the  form 
recently  in  vogue,  with  one  exception — namely, 
in  respect  of  the  estimates  for  the  North  Island 
Trunk  Railway,  the  amount  required  for  which 
has  hitherto  been  voted  in  one  lump  sum  to 
cover  construction -works  and  surveys  of  all 
classeR  at  both  ends  of  the  line.  In  that  case 
I  have  made  an  alteration,  as  it  seemed  to  be 
desirable  that  full  information  should  be  given 
as  to  the  expenditure  at  each  end  of  the  rail- 
way, firstly,  on  railway  works  proper,  and, 
secondly,  on  roads  ;  and  also  that  separate  in- 
formation should  be  given  as  to  cost  of  surveys 
as  distinct  from  construction-works.  I  have 
therefore  now  divided  the  estimates  for  this 
line  into  the  several  items  of  "  Departmental 
expenditure,"  "  Railway  construction  (north 
end  and  south  end),"  "  Permanent-way  and 
rolling-stock,"  "  Surveys,"  "  Roads  (north  end 
and  south  end),"  and  "  Purchase  of  Native 
lands ;  "  but,  as  regards  the  roads,  as  I  have 
already  mentioned,  no  further  roadworks  are 
intended  to  be  undertaken  under  the  loan  for 
this  railway.  The  votes  proposed  for  road- 
works are  therefore  merely  sufficient  to  cover 
the  liabilities  already  incurred,  with  a  slight 
margin  for  contingencies. 

CONCLUSION. 

Finally,  Sir,  I  would  wish  to  state  that,  in 
approaching  this  task  of  dealing  with  the  pub- 
lic-works expenditure  of  the  colony,  the  Go- 
vernment was  convinced  that,  however  much 


the  construction  of  public  works  may  have 
\  tended  to  develop  the  country  generally,  and 
also  to  meet  the  demands  of  growing  settle- 
ment, it  was  nevertheless  evident  that  our  rate 
of  expenditure  in  the  past  has  been  more  than 
the  colony  could  well  afford,  and  that  the  time 
has  come  when  we  must  materially  curtail  it. 
With  that  object  in  view  we  prepared  the  pro- 
posals which  I  have  now  had  the  honour  of 
laying  before  this  House,  and  I  may  say  that 
throughout  the  whole  of  this  allocation  our 
object  has  been  to  do  justice  to  all  concerned, 
and  to  endeavour,  where  practicable,  within 
the  limits  of  the  funds  at  our  disposal,  to  avoid 
stopping  ruthlessly  any  works  on  which  the  ex- 
penditure already  incurred  would  be  altogether 
thrown  away,  or  which  would  yield  a  reason- 
able percentage  on  their  cost  if  completed  as 
hitherto  intended. 

To  the  best  of  our  belief,  these  objects  have 
been  attained  by  the  allocation  which  I  have 
described ;  and  we  now  therefore  lay  it  before 
Parliament,  in  the  full  confidence  that  honour- 
able members  will  aid  us  in  carrying  these  pro- 
posals out,  in  the  interests  of  the  colony  as  a 
whole,  at  whatever  sacrifice  it  may  be  to  their 
individual  districts.  Taken  as  a  whole,  the 
chief  feature  in  our  proposals  is  to  steadily  re- 
duce expenditure  under  loan  from,  in  round 
numbers,  £1,100,000  per  annum  for  this  year, 
to  £300,000  per  annum  for  the  third  year  from 
March  next ;  and  we  believe  that  in  this  way 
the  loan  expenditure  may  be  gradually  brought 
to  an  end,  after  March,  1891,  without,  on  the 
one  hand,  increasing  our  burdens  overmuch, 
or,  on  the  other  hand,  putting  too  sudden  a 
check  on  the  progress  of  colonial  industries. 

I  would  also  wish  to  say,  Sir,  in  conclusion, 
that  throughout  the  whole  of  the  investigations 
necessary  to  frame  proposals  calculated  to 
bring  about  this  result — and  which,  I  confess,  I 
have  found  to  bo  a  very  difficult  task — I  have 
received  the  most  cordial  assistance  from  all 
the  chief  officers  of  the  departments  over 
which  I  have  the  honour  to  preside. 

On  the  question,  That  the  estimates  be  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  of  Supply, 

Mr.  W.  P.  REEVES  said,— Sir,  I  should  like, 
if  I  might,  to  ask  the  Slinister  for  Public  Works 
a  question  without  notice.  Some  weeks  ago  a 
deputation  of  Christchurch  members  waited  on 
the  Minister,  requesting  that  a  certain  work 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  Christchurch  should  be 
undertaken,  as  being  likely  to  meet  the  distress 
prevailing  there.  He  gave  us  to  understand 
that  he  was  somewhat  favourably  inclined 
towards  it,  and  we  expected  either  that  it  would 
appear  in  the  Statement  he  has  made  or  that 
some  reason  would  be  given  why  it  did  not  ap- 
pear. It  has  not  appeared  in  the  Public  Works 
Statement,  and  no  reason  has  been  given  us. 
I  ask  the  Minister  now  why  the  Sumner  Rail- 
way has  had  the  cold  shoulder  given  to  it. 

Mr.  MITCHELSON.— Sir,  the  Government 
have  very  carefully  considered  this  railway.  At 
one  time  it  was  intended  to  include  it  among 
the  works  to  bo  proceeded  with ;  but,  after 
giving  it  due  consideration,  the  Government 
came  to  tho  conclusion  that,  it  being  a  new 
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line  of  lailway,  they  would  not  be  justified  in 
asking  the  House  to  authorise  it,  there  being 
an  understanding  that  no  new  linss  should  be 
undertaken.    I  say  that  with  great  regret. 

Mr.  TAYLOR.— I,  also,  should  like  to  say 
that  I  am  exceedingly  sorry  that  the  matter 
brought  forward  by  the  honourable  member  for 
St.  Albans  has  not  been  dealt  with  in  the  Public 
Works  Statement,  because  I  can  bear  out  what 
he  has  just  said,  that,  at  any  rate,  there  was  a 
promise  that  this  matter  would  be  carefully 
considered — kept  steadily  in  view.  But,  so  far 
as  I  have  learned  from  the  Statement  this 
evening — of  course  I  may  be  labouring  under  a 
misapprehension  —  I  certainly  think  the  Pro- 
vincial District  of  Canterbury  is  not  getting 
that  fair  share  of  the  loan  which,  from  her 
population,  she  has  a  right  to  expect ;  and  I 
feel  it  my  duty  to  enter  my  protest  on  this 
occasion,  and,  when  the  time  comes,  to  en- 
deavour to  amend  the  estimates  for  the  pur- 
pose of  carrying  on  works  which  would  be 
equally  valuable  with,  and  far  more  profitable 
from  a  paying  point  of  view  than,  many  of  the 
works  which  have  been  mentioned  to-night. 
I  protest  that  we  are  "over-railroaded,"  and 
we  should  cut  the  raihvay.i  oQ  rather  than 
incur  further  burdens  by  carrying  on  railways 
through  country  that  will  never  pay.  The  rail- 
way to  Sumner  is  one  of  a  certain  and  profit- 
able character.  We  have  the  evidence  of  the 
Public  Works  officials  to  prove  that. 

An  Hon.  Member. — Make  it  yourselves. 

Mr.  TAYLOR.— It  is  all  very  well  to  say, 
"  Make  it  yourselves ; "  but  when  it  comes  to 
making  roaids  for  themselves  what  do  they  say  ? 
Look  at  the  enormous  sum  which  has  been 
spent  for  roads  which  are  of  a  perishable 
character,  and  which  require  a  very  large  ex- 
penditure to  keep  these  roads  in  condition  for 
the  public  to  traverse  them.  I  trust  that  the 
Qovemment  and  the  Minister  for  Public  Works 
will  seriously  reconsider  the  question  mooted 
to-night  by  the  honourable  member  for  St. 
Albans  in  reference  to  the  expenditure  he  has 
mentioned.  I  take  the  opportunity  of  saying 
this :  that,  so  far  as  I  have  been  able  to  gather 
from  the  Statement,  there  is  too  large  a  sum 
of  money  to  be  expended  on  railways  to  suit 
my  view.  I  think  the  time  has  arrived  when 
this  borrowing  should  be  entirely  stopped.  As 
far  as  I  can  judge,  a  good  deal  of  it  is  to  carr^- 
out  works  which  have  been  already  proved  to 
be  unproductive.  Of  course  the  Minister  says 
he  will  endeavour  to  carry  them  to  a  point  at 
which  they  will  pay ;  but  we  have  been  told 
that  from  year  to  year,  and  with  what  result? 
Every  additional  mile  of  railway  that  has 
been  opened  for  some  time  past  has  been  an 
additional  burden  upon  the  country.  I  trust 
this  matter  will  be  reconsidered. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

PENSIONS. 
Mr.  W.  D.  STEWART  said  there  were  three 
applications  on  the  table  for  pensions,  and, 
having  consulted  the  Premier,  he  found  that 
that  honourable  gentleman  was  quite  willing 
that  a  Committee  should  be  appointed  to  con- 
Jfr.  mtcJieUon 


aider  these  applications.  He  therefore  begged 
to  move.  That  a  Select  Committee  be  appointed, 
with  power  to  call  for  persons  and  papers,  to 
inquire  into  and  report  on  the  applications  for 
pensions  or  allowances  to  Messrs.  A.  T.  Alston, 
H.  C.  S.  Baddeley,  and  A.  Muir :  the  Com- 
mittee to  consist  of  Mr.  Qoldie,  Mr.  Guinness, 
Dr.  Fitehett,  Mr.  Peacock,  Mr.  E.  Richardson, 
and  the  mover. 
Motion  a^eed  to. 

WELLINGTON  COLLEGE  AND  GIRLS' 
HIGH  SCHOOL  BILL. 

Mr.  FISHER,  in  moving  the  second  reading 
of  this  Bill,  said  that,  although  it  contained 
nineteen  clauses,  they  were  of  a  purely  formal 
character,  relating  to  the  reconstitution  of  the 
Board  and  altering,  in  some  respects,  the  com- 
position of  the  Board.  There  was  one  clause 
relating  to  a  monetary  liability  of  the  College 
Governors ;  but  that  was  rendered  necessan  in 
order  to  carry  out  an  undertaking  by  Sir  Robert 
Stout,  the  previous  Minister  of  Education, 
given  to  the  Board.  This  clause  gave  the 
Board  legislative  power,  under  mortgage-deed, 
to  raise  money  for  the  erection  of  the  Girls' 
High  School.  If  any  discussion  should  take 
place  upon  that  clause,  it  could  be  considered 
m  Committee,  and  he  would  therefore  content 
himself  with  moving  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  PEACOCK  did  not  object  to  the  power 
asked  for  in  the  way  of  raising  money  for  the 
Girls'  High  School,  but  he  did  object  to  the 
manner  in  which  it  was  proposed  that  the 
Board  should  be  elected.  It  would  be  seen  that 
of  the  nine  members  to  bo  elected  outside  the 
ex-officio  members,  the  Mayor  and  the  Chair- 
man of  the  Board  of  Education,  three  were 
to  be  elected  by  the  members  of  the  House  of 
Representatives  residing  within  the  Wellington 
Provincial  District.  It  was  a  very  objection- 
able principle  that  the  members  of  that  House 
should  create  themselves  into  a  constituency 
to  elect  members  to  any  other  body.  He  was 
aware  that  there  was  a  precedent  for  this  in 
the  Auckland  College  and  Grammar  School ; 
but,  far  from  being  a  precedent  to  follow,  it 
was  one  that  should  be  avoided.  He  did  not 
think  it  was  likely  that  honourable  members, 
scattered  all  over  a  provincial  district,  would 
take  such  interest  in  the  election  of  members 
of  this  Board  as  would  be  desirable :  and  the 
consequence  would  probably  be  that  the  elec- 
tions would  be  very  much  left  in  the  hands 
of  one  or  two  active  individuals  who  would 
take  the  trouble  of  moving  in  the  matter. 
He  did  not  think  past  experience  was  such  as 
would  warrant  their  following  the  example. 
He  believed  that  this  mode  was  adopted  in  the 
first  instance  from  a  feeling  that  there  should 
be  more  of  the  elective  principle  in  the  consti- 
tution of  these  Boards:  at  tne  same  time  it 
would  be  better  if  a  more  popular  form  of  elec- 
tion existed.  He  might  be  asked  what  he  would 
substitute.  He  thought  they  might  fairly  sub- 
stitute the  election  of  three  members  of  the 
Board  by  the  parents  or  guardians  of  pupils 
attending  the  school  for  a  certain  length  of 
time.    He  was  sure  the  Minister  of  Education 
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would  sympathize  with  the  idea  of  popularising 
the  mode  of  election  of  secondary  education^ 
Boards.  He  would  be  prepared  to  move  in 
the  direction  he  had  indicated  when  the  Bill 
got  into  Committee ;  but  he  still  hoped  that 
the  Minister  would  see  himself  that  it  was  the 
right  and  proper  course  to  take.  He  also  wislicd 
to  express  his  regret  that,  while  this  Bill  was 
before  the  House,  the  Government  hod  not  put 
on  the  Order  Paper  the  Auckland  Girls'  High 
School  Bill.  No  discussion  could  have  taken 
place  over  that  Bill,  D.i  it  was  of  a  precisely 
similar  nature  to  this  one,  so  that  one  discus- 
sion would  have  been  sufficient  for  both.  With 
the  exception  of  that  portion  relating  to  the 
mode  of  electing  the  Board,  he  would  support 
the  Bill,  and  hoped  the  Minister  himself,  in 
Committee,  would  see  his  way  to  alter  the  form 
of  election  in  the  way  he  (Mr.  Peacock)  bad 
indicated. 

Sir  G.  GBEY  said  there  was  one  very  great 
objection  to  this  Bill.  He  understood  the 
Minister  of  Education  to  say  that  it  was  in- 
tended to  allow  sums  of  money  to  be  raised 
upon  the  security  of  the  site,  or  the  value  of  the 
site,  on  which  the  Girls'  High  School  stood. 
He  wished  to  point  out  that  a  very  great 
injustice  had  been  done.  That  site  was  an 
endowment  for  the  Wellington  Hospital,  and 
would  have  been  a  most  valuable  site  for  a 
branch  hospital  in  the  case  of  accidents ;  and, 
looking  at  the  great  distance  of  the  hospital 
from  the  town,  it  was  certain  that  there  must 
be  a  branch  hospital  at  that  end  of  the  town 
before  long,  and  no  better  site  for  such  a  pur- 
pose could  be  found  than  this  one.  It  really 
belonged  to  the  whole  of  the  poor  of  the  dis- 
trict, and  was  a  valuable  endowment  for 
them ;  and  he  understood  it  was  taken  for  a 
nrls'  high  school  under  a  clause  of  the  Special 
Powers  and  Contracts  Act  without  anybody 
knowing  what  was  taking  place.  That  site 
had  been  taken  from  the  poor  of  the  dis- 
trict to  give  it  to  an  educational  institution 
which  would  only  benefit  the  higher  classes. 
Such  practices  ought  not  to  be  allowed  to  take 
place  as  that  a  valuable  hospital-site  of  that 
kind  should  be  given  over  to  education.  The 
cost  of  education  should  be  charged  to  the 
whole  colony  in  the  usual  manner ;  and,  if  this 
was  persisted  in,  he  would  endeavour  in  Com- 
mittee to  make  on  alteration  providing  that  an 
equivalent  should  be  given  to  the  Wellington 
Hospital,  if  this  site  was  retained  permanently 
for  education  purposes.  He  also  felt,  with  the 
honourable  gentleman  who  spoke  lost,  that  it 
was  unfair  that  this  Bill  should  go  on  and  that 
the  Government  should  not  allow  the  Bill  for 
the  Auckland  Girls'  High  School  to  go  on  also. 
It  was  very  unjust  towards  Auckland,  and  no 
sufficient  explanation  had  been  given  by  the 
Minister  of  Education  for  not  carrying  that 
Bill  through.  He  would  have  thought  that 
that  establishment  would  be  equally  dear  to 
the  honourable  gentleman,  and  that,  particu- 
larly as  he  was  a  member  for  Wellington, 
it  would  be  becoming  in  him  to  do  as  much 
for  Auckland  as  for  Wellington,  He  hoped  the 
Minister  of  Education  would  still  allov  the 
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Auckland  Bill  to  be  carried  on  by  the  Govern- 
ment exactly  as  this  Bill  was  being  carried  on. 

Dr.  NEWMAN  thought  the  objection  raised 
by  the  honourable  member  for  Ponsonby  to  the 
mode  of  election  of  the  Governors,  and  his  pro- 
posal that  they  should  be  elected  by  parents 
of  the  pupils,  would  entail  a  great  deal  of  un- 
necessary expense  upon  the  College  Governors 
through  having  to  send  out  so  many  notices. 
With  regard  to  the  power  given  to  the  Governors 
to  raise  money  to  pay  for  building  the  Girls' 
High  School,  be  might  say  that  the  credit  of 
the  colony  was  pledged  to  carry  this  Bill  out, 
in  consequence  of  the  pledge  given  by  the  lata 
Premier. 

Mr.  IZABD  said  it  was  very  desirable  that 
this  Bill  should  be  passed,  and  for  this  ree^son : 
The  Governors  of  the  Girls'  High  School  of 
Wellington,  to  whom  the  land  had  been  granted 
under  power  of  an  Act  of  Parliament,  had 
erected  a  costly  building  on  it  at  their  own 
expense,  under  a  minute  by  the  late  Minister 
of  Education  promising  that  he  would  bring 
in  a  Bill  to  allow  the  land  to  be  used  as  security 
for  raising  the  necessary  funds  to  reimburse 
the  contractor.  He  hoped,  therefore,  that 
honourable  members  would  see  that  this  Bill 
was  carrying  out  an  agreement  entered  into 
on  behalf  of  the  colony  by  a  ^Minister  of  the 
Crown,  and  that  therefore  to  decline  to  pass 
the  Bill  would  be  doing  a  great  injustice.  With 
regard  to  the  observations  of  the  honourable 
member  for  Ponsonby,  who  objected  to  three 
members  of  the  governing  body  of  the  school 
being  elected  by  the  Wellington  City  members 
of  the  House  bf  Bepreseutatives,  that  was  an 
objection  to  be  dealt  with  in  Committee,  and 
did  not  aflect  the  principle  of  the  Bill. 

Mr.  CADMAN  hoped  the  Minister  of  Educa- 
tion, in  reply,  would  tell  the  House  why  the 
Bill  for  the  Auckland  Girls'  High  School  had 
been  ignored. 

Major  ATKINSON  said  the  Government 
hoped  to  bring  that  up  next  day. 

Bill  read  a  second  time  and  committed. 

IN  COMMITTEB. 

Olause  2. — Constitution  of  governing  body  of 
Wellington  College  and  Girls'  High  School. 

Mr.  PEACOCK  moved.  That  the  words  em- 
powering the  members  of  the  General  Assembly 
of  the  Wellington  District  to  elect  three  mem- 
bers bo  struck  out,  for  the  purpose  of  inserting 
others  conferring  such  power  of  election  upon 
parents  or  guardians  of  children  who  have  been 
in  attendance  at  the  College  or  High  School 
for  not  less  than  one  quarter. 

The  Committee  divided  on  the  question, 
"  That  the  words  proposed  to  be  struck  out 
stand  part  of  the  clause." 

Atbs,  80. 
Allen  Fergus  McGregor 

Anderson  Fisher  Moat 

Atkinson  Graham  Bhodes 

Barron  Hislop  Biohardson,  G. 

Beetham  Hutohison         S.-Menteath 

Brace  Izard  Tanner 

Carroll  Macarthnr         Thompson,  B. 

Dnnoaa  Mackenzie,  M,  TombuU 
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Ward 
Whyto 


Wilson 
Witliy. 


Tellers. 
Guinness 
Kewman. 


Buchanan 

Buxton 

Cadman 

Cowan 

Feldwick 

Fish 

Pitohett 

Ooldio 

Grey 

Hodgkinson 

Joyce 

Kelly 

Kerr 


Boss 
Seddon 
Seymour 
Smith 

Steward,  W.  3. 
Stewart,  W.  D. 
Taylor 

Thompson,  T. 
Walker. 

Tellers. 


Noes,  37. 

Levestam 

Mackenzie,  T 

Marchont 

lIcKenzie,  J. 

Mitchelson 

llonk 

Moss 

O'Conor 

Ormond 

Parata 

Perceval 

Beeves,  B.  H.  J.  Lawry 

Kichardson,  E.  Peacock. 
Majority  against,  7. 
Amendment  agreed  to. 
Bill  reported  to  the  House,  and  read  a  third 
time. 

LAND  BILL. 

IN  COMMITTEE. 

Clause  27. — All  Land  Boards  abolished. 

Major  STEWAED  moved.  That  the  word 
*'  All  "  be  struck  out,  with  the  view  of  inserting 
the  words  "  In  lieu  of  the." 

The  Committee  divided  on  the  question, 
"  That  the  word  *  All '  stand  part  of  the 
clause." 

Ayes, 
Anderson  Izard 

Atkinson  Jackson 

Cadman  Lance 

Fisher  Lawry 

Fraser  Monk 

Goldie  Newman 

Graham  O'Conor 

Grey  Ormond 

Grimmond         Pearson 
Hobba 


Biohardson,  G. 

Boss 

Seddon 

Thompson,  R. 

Valentine 

Withy. 

Tellers. 
McGregor 


Allen 

Beetham 

Blake 

Bruce 

Cowan 

Dodson 

Feldwick 

Fish 

Fitchett 

Fitzherbert 

Guinness 

Hodgkinson 

Hutchison 


Beeves,  B.  H.J.  Tanner. 

Noes,  86. 
Jones 
Joyce 
Kelly 
Kerr 

Levestam 
Mackenzie,  T. 
Morchant 
McKonzie,  J. 
Moat 
Moss 

O'Callaghon 
Parata 


Peacock 

Pyke 

Bhodes 

Bichardson,  E. 

Smith 

Taylor 

Thompson,  T. 

Tumbull 

Ward. 

Tellers. 
Barron 
Steward,  W.  J. 


Paibs. 


For. 
Fergus 
Hall 
Hislop 
Laniach 

Mackenzie,  M.  J. 
Samuel. 


S. 


Against. 
Fulton 
Vogel 
Seymour 
Walker 
Reeves,  W.  P. 
Duncan. 


Majority  against,  8. 
Word  struck  out. 

The    Committee  divided   on   the  question, 
"  That  the  words  <  In  lieu  of  the '  be  inserted." 


Allen 

Anderson 

Beetham 

Blake 

Bruce 

Cowan 

Feldwick 

Fitchett 

Graham 

Grimmond 

Guinness 

Hutchison 

Atkinson 

Barron 

Cadman 

PiAer 

Fish 

Fitzherbert 

Fraser 

Goldie 

Grey 

Hobbs 


Ayes,  S3. 
Joyce 
Kerr 

Luvestam 
MtMskenzie,  T. 
Monk 
Moss 
Newman 
O'Callaghan 
O'Conor 
Parata 
Pyke 

Noes,  29. 
Hodgkinson 
Izard 
Jackson 
Jones 
Kelly 
Lance 
Lawry 

McKenzie,  J. 
Moat 
Ormond 


Seddon 

Smith 

Taylor 

Thompson,  B. 

TambuU 

Walker 

Word 

Withy. 

Tellers. 
Steward,  W.  J. 
Tanner. 


Pearson 
Rhodes 

Richardson,  E. 
Richardson,  G. 
Ross 

Thompson,  T. 
Valentine. 

Tellers. 
McGregor 
Peacock. 


For. 
Duncan 
Fulton 

Reeves,  W.  P. 
Seymour 
Vogel 


Paibs. 


Against. 
Samuel 
Fergus 

Mackenzie,  M.  J.  S. 
Hislop 
Hall 


Majority  for,  4. 

Words  inserted. 

Clause  31. — Repeals. 

Dr.  FITCHETT  moved.  That  the  words  "  the 
proviso  to  section  two  hundred  and  thirty-seven, 
the  proviso  to  section  two  hundred  and  forty," 
be  struck  out. 

The  Committee  divided  on  the  question, 
"  That  the  words  be  retained." 


Atkinson 

Beetham 

Cowan 

Dodson 

Fisher 

Graham 

Hislop 

Hobbs 

Hutchison 

Izard 

Jackson 

Allen 

Anderson 

Barron 

Blake 

Bruce 

Buxton 

Cadman 

Feldwick 

Fish 

Fraser 

Grey 

Grimmond 


Ayes,  31. 
Jones 
Kerr 

Marohant 
Monk 

O'Callaghan 
O'Conor 
Ormond 
Pearson 
Pyke 
Rhodes 
Richardson,  E. 

Noes,  35. 
Guinness 
Hodgkinson 
Joyce 
Kelly 
Lawry 

Mackenzie,  T. 
McGregor 
McKenzie,  J. 
Moat 
Moss 
Newman 
Parata 


Richardson,  6. 

S.-Menteath 

Tanner 

Thompson,  R. 

Tumbull 

Valentine 

Walker. 

Tellers. 
Lance 
Steward,  W.  J. 

Peacock 
Beeves,  B.  H.  J. 
Reeves,  W.  P. 
Ross 
Seddon 
Smith 
Taylor 

Thompson,  T. 
Ward. 

Tellers. 
Fitchett 
Fulton. 


Majority  against,  4. 
Words  struck  out. 
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Noes,  it 

■. 

Anderson 

Jackson 

Seddon 

Atkinson 

Jones 

Seymour 

Beetham 

Kelly 

Smith 

Buchanan 

Kerr 

Steward,  W.  J. 

Buxton 

Lance 

Tanner 

Cadman 

Levestam 

Thompson,  R. 

Carroll 

Harchant 

Turnbull 

Cowan 

Moat 

Valentine 

Dodson 

Monk 

Walker 

Dunoan 

O'Callaghai] 

L      Whyte 

Fergus 

O'Conor 

Wilson 

Fulton 

Parata 

Withy. 

Grimmond 

Pearson 

Hobbs 

Reeves,  K.  H.J.         TeUers. 

Hodgkinson 

Bhodes 

Bruce 

Hutchison 

Richardson, 
Paibs. 

G.  Graham. 

For 

, 

Againtt. 

Ballance 

Mackenzie,  M.J.S. 

Fitzherbert 

Pyke 

Samuel 

Hall 

Vogel 

Taipua 

Word. 

Mackenzie,  T. 

Mr.  BEETHAM  moved  the  insertion  of  a 
new  clause  providing  that  two  members  of  the 
Board  shall  be  nominated  by  the  Governor  and 
two  elected  by  the  County  Councils. 

Mr.  G.  P.  RICHARDSON  moved,  That  the 
words,  "  Section  thirty-six  of  the  said  Act  is 
hereby  repealed,  and  the  following  substituted 
in  lieu  thereof,"  be  struck  out,  wich  a  view  of 
testing  the  opinion  of  the  Committee  as  to 
whether  the  amendment  should  be  made. 

The  Committee  divided  on  the  question, 
"  That  the  words  be  retained." 


Allen 

Anderson 

Barron 

Beetham 

Blake 

Bruce 

Buxton 

Oadman 

Duncan 

Feldnick 

Fitchett 

Fraser 

Fulton 

Goldie 

Graham 

Grey 

Grimmond 

Atkinson 

Cowan 

Dodson 

Fergus 

Fisher 

Fish 

Fitzherbert 

Hislop 

Izard 

Jackson 

Kerr 


Ates,  48. 
Hobbs 
Hodgkinson 
Jones 
Joyce 
Kelly 
iJawry 
Loughrey 
Marchaut 
McKenzie,  J. 
Mills 
Monk 
Moss 

O'Callaghan 
O'Conor 
Parata 
Perceval 

Noes,  32. 
Lanoe 
Lamach 
Levestam 
McGregor 
Mitchelson 
Moat 
Onnond 
Pearson 
Pyke 

Richardson,  E. 
Richardson,  G. 


Iteeves,  R.H.J. 
Reeves,  W.  P. 
Rhodes 
Seddon 
Smith 

Steward,  W.  J. 
Stewart,  W.  D. 
Taiwhonga 
Taylor 

Thompson,  R. 
Thompson,  T. 
Turnbull 
Walker. 

TeUers. 
Buchanskn 
Hutchison. 


Ross 

Samuel 

Seymour 

S.-Menteath 

Tanner 

Whyte 

Wilson 

Withy. 

Tellers. 
Peacock 
Valentine. 


Pair. 
For.  Against. 

Ward.  Mackenzie,  T. 

Majority  for,  16. 

Words  agreed  to. 

Mr.  G.  P.  RICHARDSON  moved.  That  in 
the  subclause  fixing  the  representation  of 
counties  at  two  members,  the  word  *<  two  "  be 
struck  out,  with  the  view  of  inserting  the  word 
"  three." 

The  Committee  divided  on  the  question, 
"  That  the  word  '  two  '  stand  part  of  the  sub- 
clause." 

Ayes,  31. 
Allen  Lawry  Reeves,  W.  P. 

Barron  Loughrey  Richardson,  E. 

Bloke  McGregor  Ross 

Fisher  McKenzie,  J.     Stewart,  W.  D. 

Fish  Mills  S.-Menteath 

Fraser  Jlitchclson        Taylor 

Goldie  Moss  Thompson,  T. 

Grey  Newman 

Hislop  Ormond  TeUers. 

Joyce  Peacock  Feldwick 

Larnach  Perceval  Fitchett. 


Majority  against,  15. 
Word  "  two  "  struck  out,  and  "  three  "  in- 
serted. 
Progress  reported. 

LOCAL  BODIES'  LOANS  BILL. 
This  Bill  was  read  a  second  time,  and     com- 
mitted. 

IN    COMMITTEE. 

Clause  5. — ^Verbal  amendments  in  original 
Act. 

Mr.  GUINNESS  moved  the  addition  of  the 
following  subsection  :  "  (7.)  In  the  second  sec- 
tion the  words,  '  and  persons  duly  enrolled  in 
a  county  as  lioldcrs  of  miners'  rights  or  busi- 
ness licenses,'  shall  be  omitted." 

The  Committee  divided. 


Allen 

Anderson 

Atkinson 

Barron 

Beetham 

Bruce 

Buchanan 

Buxton 

Cowan 

Dodson 

Fisher 

Hutchison 

Fergus 
Graham 
Grimmond 
Hislop 


Ates,  83. 
Joyce 
Kelly 
Lawry 
Levestam 
Macarthur 
Mackenzie,  T. 
Mitchelson 
Moat 
Monk 
Newman 
Peacock 


Perceval 
Samuel 
Seymour 
Steward,  W.  J. 
Thompson,  R. 
Thompson,  T. 
Ward 
Wilson. 

Tellers. 
Cadman 
Guinness. 


.For, 
Fraser. 


Noes,  11. 
Kerr  Tanner. 

SIcGregor  Tellers. 

Reeves,  R.  H.  J.  Pearson 
Richardson,  G.  Seddon. 

Pais. 

Against. 
Fulton. 


Majority  for,  22. 
Amendment  agreed  to. 
Bill  reported,  with  amendments. 
Mr.  SEDDON.— I  move,  That  the  Bill  b« 
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reoommitted  with  the  view  of  considering  the 
amendment  which  has  been  made  in  clause  5. 

Amendment  negatived. 

On  the  motion,  That  the  amendments  be 
agreed  to, 

Mr.  SEDDOK  said, — I  cannot  permit  myself 
to  lose  the  opportunity  of  having  my  final  pro- 
test recorded  in  Hansard  against  the  amend- 
ment which  has  just  been  made  in  this  Bill. 
I  fought  against  this  amendment  in  previous 
years.  The  effect  of  the  amendment  will  be 
that  the  holders  of  miners'  rights  or  business 
licenses  are  not  to  have  a  voice  in  the  borrow- 
ing of  money  by  local  bodies  on  the  goldfields. 
The  proportionate  amount  raised  by  way  of 
rates  on  goldfields  is  generally  as  about  £1 
in  rates  to  £5  contributed  by  those  who  hold 
miners'  rights  and  business  licenses.  I  say 
it  is  a  moral  impossibility  for  the  ratepayers 
of  the  counties  in  mining  districts  to  pay  the 
money  that  is  wished  to  be  borrowed,  and  they 
have  to  fall  on  the  general  revenue  contributed 
by  the  holders  of  miners'  rights  and  business 
licenses  to  pay  interest  and  sinking  fund,  and 
it  is  not  safe  to  allow  them  to  borrow  money 
unless  the  miners  and  business  people  I  refer 
to  have  a  voice  in  the  matter.  The  Govern- 
ment will  find,  before  long,  that  a  call  will 
be  made  on  the  colony  to  find  interest  and 
sinking  fund.  I  say  it  is  a  safeguard  to  leave 
it  to  the  people  generally,  and  not  to  leave  the 
matter  simply  to  the  ratepayers.  The  rate-roll 
of  the  Grey  County  shows,  net,  only  £1,000  a 
year,  and  tiie  rate-roll  of  the  Westland  County 
only  £S00  a  year  net ;  and  the  gold  duty  and 
goldfields  revenue  amount  to  from  £8,000  to 
£4,000  in  each  case.  How  can  the  revenue  from 
rates  possibly  pay  interest  and  sinking  fimd  on 
the  amonnt  of  money  which  from  time  to  time 
the  Grey  Council  have  in  the  past  borrowed, 
or  in  future  may  wish  to  borrow  under  this 
Bill  7  Why  the  honourable  member  for  Grey- 
mouth,  who  represents  a  purely  mining  com- 
munity, wishes  to  deprive  the  holders  of  miners' 
rights  and  business  licenses  of  their  power  of 
voting  is  a  thing  I  cannoc  understand.  I  say 
this  has  been  brought  about  by  a  catch-vote, 
and  without  the  Premier  or  the  Government 
knowing  the  meaning  of  it.  The  question  has 
been  discussed  three  times  before,  and  divi- 
sions have  been  taken  upon  it.  I  protest 
against  this  proposed  change ;  and  if  ill  comes 
to  the  colony  or  to  the  Government  through 
taking  away  this  power  from  the  people  in 
the  dUtricts  who  have  to  find  the  great  bulk  of 
the  money,  then  the  responsibility  rests  upon 
the  shoulders  of  the  Government.  I  wash  my 
hands  of  it.  The  honourable  member  for 
Greymouth  has  not  fought  the  matter  fairly. 
It  has  been  done  by  a  snatch-division.  In 
another  place  time  will  tell  who  wins  in  the 
long-run. 

Major  ATKINSON.— I  hope  we  shall  not  get 
into  a  long  debate  to-night.  I  confess  I  am  not 
quite  satisfied  with  the  understanding  we  have 
come  to,  but  I  think  we  should  leave  it  with 
the  understanding  that  the  Government  will 
carefully  consider  the  matter ;  and  I  shall  be 
happy  to  confer  privately  with  those  hononr- 
Afr.  Seddon 


able  gentlemen  who  consider  that  it  would 
have  been  better  to  have  arrived  at  another 
arrangement.  Bat  I  think  we  cannot  get 
much  farther  by  a  long  argument  to-night. 

Mr.  GUUmESS.  — I  cannot  allow  the  re- 
marks of  the  honourable  member  for  Kumara 
to  pass,  and  be  recorded  in  Hansard,  without 
shortly  placing  my  case  before  the  ratepayers 
whom  I  nave  the  honour  to  represent.  In  the 
first  place,  the  amendment  that  was  made  in 
the  Committee  upon  my  motion  was  an  amend- 
ment to  take  away  the  power  from  holders  of 
miners'  rights  to  vote  upon  the  question  whs-  • 
ther  the  electors  in  the  district  should  sanction 
a  loan  under  the  Local  Bodies'  Loans  Act  or 
not.  Under  the  law  as  it  stands  miners  are  not 
liable  to  pay  any  special  rates  payable  for  the 
purpose  of  paying  interest  and  sinking  fund  on 
the  loan  thus  borrowed.  The  argument  adduced 
by  the  honourable  member  for  K  umara  in  favour 
of  giving  miners  a  vote  is  simply  this:  that 
when  a  rate  is  levied  the  Councils  have  power 
to  pay  those  rates  into  the  general  coun^ 
funds,  and  that,  as  miners  contribute  a  very 
considerable  portion  of  those  rates,  they  should 
have  some  voice  in  it.  Now,  in  the  district  I 
represent  the  proportion  is  not  at  all  what  i» 
stated  by  the  honourable  member  for  Kumara. 
He  states  it  is  three  to  one.  The  ratepayers 
contribute  £1,900  and  £2,000  in  rates,  and  the  re- 
venue from  miners'  rights  and  business  licenses 
does  not  amount  to  £1,SOO,  and  the  gold  duty 
amounts  to  £2,500.  It  comes  to  £1,000  as 
against  £2,000 — that  is  the  proportion.  I  say 
it  is  unfair  to  give  a  voice  in  deciding  whether 
a  loan  shall  be  raised  or  not  to  persons  who  are 
not  liable  for  repayment  of  the  money  borrowed. 
That  is  the  principle  I  went  on,  and  I  believe 
it  is  on  that  principle  the  Committee  acted, 
by  a  large  majority.  It  is  not  a  catch-division 
at  all.  This  Bill  was  in  Committee,  and  there 
was  no  occasion  to  give  a  warning  or  notice 
to  members.  Honourable  members  knew  to- 
night that  the  Bill  was  coming  on.  I  stood 
in  my  place,  and  when  the  proper  time  came 
I  moved  my  amendment.  Tne  honourable 
member  for  Kumeira  was  in  his  place,  and  used 
arguments  against  it.  The  Conmiittee  heard 
both  sides,  and  decided  by  thirty -three  to 
eleven  in  favour  of  the  amendment. 

Amendments  agreed  to,  and  Bill  read  a  third 
time. 

The  House  adjourned  at  fifteen  minutes  past 
two  o'clock  a.m. 


LEGISLATIVE  COUNCIL. 
Tuesday,  13th  December,  1887. 


First  BeadingB— Third  Besdlngs— Aastralian  Oen- 
tenary— Sonth  -  ■      -   -    •      -   -  - 

sentatioD  Bill 


tenary— Sbnth  Island  Pastoral  Buns— Bepre- 
entatio 


The  Hon.  the  Speaksb  took  the  chair  at 
half-past  two  o'clock. 
Fbayebs. 

PIKST  HEADINGS. 
Building  Sooieties  Bill,  Wairarapa   North 
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Cionnty  Connoil  Empowering  Bill,  Otago  Har- 
bonr  Board  Bill,  Pukekohe  Borough  Bill,  In- 
Teroargill  Water  Beserre  Bill,  Oisbome  Har- 
bour Board  Bill,  Ghristchoroh  District  Drainage 
Bill  (No.  2),  Otago  Central  Bailway  Extension 
and  Construction  Bill,  Qovenunent  Loans  to 
Liocal  Bodies  Bill,  Local  Bodies'  Loans  Bill, 
Civil  Service  Beform  Bill,  Wellington  College 
and  Oiils'  High  School  Bill. 

THIRD  READINGS. 
Mnnioipal  Corporations  Bill,  Sounds  Covn^ 
Hospital    Representation    Bill,    Sheep    Bill, 
Napier  Harbonr  Board  Amendment  and  En- 
dowment Improvement  Bill. 

AUSTRALIAN  CENTENARY. 
The  Hon.  the  SPEAKER.— Before  proceed- 
ing to  the  orders  of  the  day,  I  desire  to  inform 
bonourable  members  that  I  have  received  a 
telegram  from  the  President  of  the  Legislative 
Council  of  New  South  Wales  in  reference  to 
the  Australian  centenary,  about  to  be  celebrated 
in  Sydney. 
The  CI.EBK  read  the  telegram,  as  follows : — 
"  Have  the  goodness  to  inform  honourable 
members  of  the  Legislative  Council  of  New 
Zealand  that  invitations  to  the  State  banquet 
to  be  given  in  this  city  on  the  26th  January 
next,  in  celebration  of  the  completion  of  the 
first  hundred  years  of  Australian  settlement, 
will  be  sent  to  each  of  them  at  the  earliest  pos- 
sible date. — Jobs  Hay,  President,  Legislative 
Connoil,  Sydney." 

SOUTH  ISLAND  PASTORAL  RUNS. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  SHRIMSKI  moved,  T/iat  a 
return  be  laid  upon  the  table  of  all  pastoral 
runs  in  the  South  Island  of  which  the  licenses 
expire  between  January,  1888,  and  30th  Decern- 
ber,  1890,  gimng  in  detail  the  number  of  the 
run,  the  prornncial  district,  the  acreage,  name 
of  present  occupier,  and  present  rental  paid. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  STEVENS  said  the  Govern- 
ment would  be  very  glad  to  supply  this  return ; 
but,  he  presumed,  the  honourable  gentleman 
hardly  expected  that  he  would  be  able  to  get  it 
this  session.  Ho  was  afraid  that  it  could  not 
be  got  ready  in  so  short  a  time.  In  the  event, 
however,  of  the  honourable  gentleman  wishing 
for  any  information  with  regard  to  the  runs  in 
Canterbury,  specially  or  only,  he  would  find  it 
in  Paper  C.-3, 1879. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  SHRIMSKI  said  these  did  not 
give  all  the  information  be  desired.  He  wished 
to  get  numbers,  acreage,  owners,  occupiers,  and 
price  paid ;  and,  if  he  could  not  get  the  infor- 
mation this  session,  he  supposed  he  would 
have  to  wait  till  next  session. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

REPRESENTATION  BILL. 
The  Hon.  Sir  P.  WHITAKER.— I  move, 
TTiat  this  Bill  be  now  read  a  second  time.  The 
object  of  it  is  to  reduce  the  number  of  mem- 
bers of  the  House  of  Representatives  from 
ninety-five,  as  it  is  at  present,  to  seventy-four, 
a  reduction  of  twenty-one.  One  object  of  the 
Bill  is  also  to  reduce  the  amount  of  the  ex- 


penses, which  will  be  considerably  reduced  by 
reducing  the  number  of  members;  and  it  is 
considered,  in  connection  with  this  reduction, 
that  the  business  transacted  by  the  House  will 
be  transacted  more  speedily  than,  and  quite  as 
efficiently  as,  before.  As  the  members  of  the 
other  House  ate  themselves  in  favour  of  this 
measure,  I  apprehend  the  Council  are  not  likely 
to  stand  in  the  way  of  giving  efieot  to  ^eir 

W1BD6S 

The  Hon.  Mr.  WATERHOUSE.— I  shall  not 
oppose  the  second  reading  of  this  Bill;  but  I 
think  it  contains  one  very  important  provision 
that  is  worthy  of  the  consideration  of  honour- 
able members,  and  is,  as  far  as  I  am  aware, 
an  entirely  new  feature  in  legislation  of  this 
character.  I  see  its  introduction  here  with  a 
considerable  amount  of  regret.  It  is  perfectly 
legitimate,  I  think,  that  the  reduced  number 
should  come  into  operation  at  the  expiration  of 
Parliament  by  the  effluxion  of  time,  but  I  am 
not  certain  it  is  an  advisable  or  constitutional 
proceeding  that  it  should  come  into  operation 
whenever  the  Government  deem  a  dissolution 
of  the  Assembly  desirable.  I  say,  Sir,  I  doubt 
whether  it  is  a  constitutional  proceeding,  and 
for  this  reason :  that  it  does  give  the  Govern- 
ment an  immense  power  over  the  Assembly.  It 
gives  them  an  enormous  power:  honourable 
members  cannot  be  free  agents ;  they  know  they 
could  be  severely  punished  if  the  Government 
were  to  put  this  into  operation,  for  they  would 
know  that,  of  the  ninety-five  who  voted,  twenty- 
one  would  be  absolutely  incapable  of  returning, 
and  no  one  would  be  positively  certain  to  return. 
It  gives  the  Government  a  power  over  the  As- 
sembly which  I  do  not  think  it  desirable  they 
should  possess,  and  the  pressure  of  which  would 
be  contmually  felt.  The  Bill  has  no  doubt  been 
introduced  in  the  interests  of  the  colony.  I  do 
not  know  how  far  the  drastic  system  of  retrench- 
ment that  we  hoped  for  will  be  carried  out. 
There  is  such  a  thing  as  saving  at  the  spigot 
and  letting  out  at  the  bung,  and  it  seems  to 
me,  judging  from  a  document  that  has  been 
put  into  our  hands  lately  —  I  refer  to  the 
Public  Works  Statement— that  all  our  efforts 
in  this  respect  are  likely  to  be  lost  by  ex- 
travagant expenditure  in  other  directions.  I 
am  not,  as  I  have  said,  going  to  oppose  this 
Bill,  but  I  should  like  to  see  retrenchment  not 
confined  to  ourselves,  but  entering  into  the 
public  works  to  a  much  greater  extent  than  is 
indicated  in  the  document  to  which  I  have 
referred.  It  is  for  the  Council  to  say  whether 
the  first  point  I  have  referred  to— whether  it  is 
constitutional  or  desirable  to  give  the  Govern- 
ment this  immense  power  over  the  Assembly — 
should  not  be  considered  ;  but  I  could  not  per- 
mit you.  Sir,  to  put  such  a  question  without 
calling  attention  to  this  important  point. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  MAN  TELL.— I  think  the 
honourable  member  need  have  no  doubt  what- 
ever as  to  the  constitutional  or  unconstitutional 
nature  of  this  Bill.  First  of  all,  I  take  this 
opportunity  of  correcting  a  misreport,  which 
was  made  in  some  observations  of  mine  at  the 
beginning  of  the  session.  I  then  said  I  was 
not  prepared  to  say  that  the  House  of  Repre- 
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sentativeg  was  too  numerons.  I  repeat  it  no\r. 
I  remember  the  time  when  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives was  far  less  numerous  than  it  is 
now ;  and  the  difficulty  then  was  this :  that 
each  member's  vote  was  far  too  valuable.  I  do 
not  mean  to  say  in  a  purchase  point  of  view — 
there  was  nothing  of  that  kind  going  on  in 
those  simple  times ;  but  each  individual  was  far 
too  important  an  entity,  and  it  was  thought 
that  by  increasing  the  number  of  members  it 
would  be  more  easy  to  get  at  accurate  judg- 
ments on  public  questions  than  under  the  then- 
existing  circumstances.  I  rejoiced  to  see  the 
increase  in  the  number  of  representatives ;  but 
now  we  are  going  to  vote  for  an  alteration  in 
the  other  direction.  It  is  an  experiment.  The 
other  Chamber  has  voted  in  favour  of  the  ex- 
periment, and  it  is  not  for  us  to  say  whether 
it  is  done  gracefully  or  not :  I  refer  to  the 
words  in  the  second  line  of  the  2nd  clause, 
"  or  other  sooner  determination  of  the  present 
General  Assembly."  In  that,  it  is  easy  to 
recognise  not  merely  an  alteration  of  the  Con- 
stitution, but  a  coup  d'itat.  We  so  arranged 
matters,  not  long  ago,  that  it  was  competent 
for  the  Government  at  any  time  to  silence  the 
Toice  of  the  Council  by  introducing  a  sufficient 
number  of  members  to  swamp  the  Conncil, 
and  the  Council  therefore  can  be  muzzled — 
they  may  be  considered  half-muzzled  already, 
because  that  power  exists.  Now  we  have  a 
similar  method  applied  to  the  other  branch  of 
the  Legislature.  Well,  Sir,  the  eSect  of  this 
vhXl  be,  it  seems  to  me,  to  alter  what  I  con- 
ceive to  be  the  constitutional  relations  between 
'  the  Ministry  and  Parliament :  that  is,  the 
Ministry  should  be,  as  far  as  possible,  re- 
sponsible to  Parliament;  bat  now  we  trans- 
pose those  positions,  and  make  Parliament 
responsible  to  the  Ministry.  The  Ministry  can, 
under  these  two  Bills  that  we  have  lately  been 
discussing,  force  any  measure  that  it  pleases 
through  both  Houses.  I  think  there  is  no 
donbt  about  that.  Now  comes  the  question, 
Is  it  not  rather  desirable  that  the  Govern- 
ment should  have  that  power  ?  I  believe,  if 
they  had,  they  would  be  in  a  position  of 
autocratic  power ;  but  I  do  hope  they  would 
exercise  that  power  for  the  benefit  of  the  coun- 
try. It  is  absurd  for  us  to  think  that  any  good 
will  be  done  by  altering  this  Bill.  Not  the 
slightest  good  will  be  done.  We  have  passed 
one  Bill  in  this  direction  ;  and  let  us  pass  this, 
and  throw  the  entire  responsibility — not  on 
Parliament,  for  Parliament  is  relieved  of  that, 
but— on  the  Ministry.  The  Government,  for 
three  years,  will  have  it  in  their  power  to  do 
an  infinity  of  good  for  the  country.  Let  us 
hope  they  will  do  it.  For  my  part  I  shall  sit 
quite  silent  in  reference  to  this  Bill,  and  I 
shall  not  oppose  or  support  the  amendment 
to  relieve  the  other  House  by  the  excision  of 
the  words  to  which  I  have  referred  in  the  2nd 
clause ;  but  let  it  pass,  and  let  as  see  what 
will  happen  afterwards. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  McLEAN.— I  look  at  this  Bill 

as  the  real  Bill  of  retrenchment  of  the  session. 

The  Government  have  commenced  at  the  top  of 

the  tree  in  their  reduction  of  expenditure,  and 

Eon.  Mr,  Mantell 


the  country  has  called  for  redaction  in  this. 
direction.  In  reference  to  what  has  been  said 
by  the  Hon.  Mr,  Waterhouse  and  the  Hon.  Mr. 
Mantell  as  to  the  power  of  the  Government  to 
obtain  a  dissolution,  I  say  they  would  not  have 
the  power  of  a  dissolution.  \Ve  have  seen  dis- 
solutions refused  by  the  Governor  over  and 
over  again;  and  it  will  be  so  again.  I  feeU 
myself — without  casting  any  reflection  on  the 
honourable  gentleman  who  holds  the  position 
of  Governor  now — that  the  last  dissolution  was 
an  injustice.  I  feel  that  it  has  done  harm 
to  the  country,  and  upset  matters,  and  got  it 
into  a  position  worse  than  ever.  It  may  have 
been  a  good  move  for  the  party  now  in  power  ; 
but  it  was  a  false  move  on  the  part  of  the  party 
who  held  power.  They  should  have  neither 
asked  for  nor  got  a  dissolution,  and  it  was  an 
error  of  judgment  on  the  part  of  the  Governor : 
and  we  are  all  liable  to  that.  I  do  not  hold 
that  the  Ministry  have  the  power  of  dissolution, 
because  they  hare  not;  and  it  is  purely  for 
the  Governor  to  say  to  any  Ministry  asking  for 
a  dissolution,  whether  he  will  grant  it  or  not. 
He  may  give  it,  or  he  may  not.  Besides,  how  is 
this  unconstitutional,  as  has  been  said  by  the 
Hon.  Mr.  Waterhouse  ?  I  hold  that  the  only 
proper  way  to  deal  with  the  matter  is  accord- 
ing to  the  Bill  as  it  stands  at  present.  The 
object  of  clause  S  is  fairly  open  to  argument — 
whether  it  is  a  right  thing  to  leave  the  Act  U> 
come  into  force  on  the  direction  of  the  Go- 
vernor or  in  the  ordinary  course.  This  is  a 
Bill  which  the  other  House  has  well  con- 
sidered, and,  as  a  rule,  we  have  never  inter- 
fered with  Bills  which  concern  the  adjustment 
of  its  own  representation. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  PHARAZYN.— The  honour- 
able gentleman  who  has  just  sat  down  ex- 
presses his  regret  at  seeing  the  Bill  now  before- 
us  attacked.  Well,  I  fail  to  see  that  it  has  been 
attacked  in  the  sense  in  which  the  honour- 
able gentleman  supposes.  The  statements. 
made  have  simply  called  the  attention  of  the 
Council  to  the  &ct  that  this  Bill  does  give  the 
Government  a  very  large  power,  which  my 
honourable  friend  Mr.  Waterhouse  thinks  is 
unconstitutional.  Possibly  it  may  be  so ;  but 
it  does  not  at  all  follow  that,  because  of 
the  large  power  he  has  pointed  out,  those 
interested  are  in  any  way  unfairly  affected 
by  the  measure.  I-  think  that  the  Hon.  Mr. 
Mantell  expressed  himself  on  the  whole  in 
favour  of  the  Bill ;  and,  certainly,  for  my  part, 
I  think,  in  the  existing  circumstances  of  the 
colony,  it  is  a  very  reasonable  measure.  It  is, 
no  doubt,  an  exceptional  measure — a  measure 
which,  if  passed,  as  has  been  said,  will  give  very 
large  power  to  the  Government.  Bat  we  mast 
remember  that  the  Government  have  under- 
taken a  very  great  and  difficult  task,  and  in 
order  to  carry  out  that  task  they  require  ex- 
ceptional powers ;  and,  under  these  circum- 
stances, I  think  the  Council  may  very  well 
support  the  Bill  as  it  stands,  acknowledging 
the  fact  that  it  is  a  very  unasual  and  excep- 
tional measure,  but,  under  the  circumstances, 
cordially  approving  the  action  of  the  House  of 
Representatives  with  regard  to  it.    I  may  saj 
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the  same  with  regard  to  the  Honorarium  Bill 
and  the  other  Bills  we  have  passed.  All  these 
Bills  are  required  in  the  ciroumstances  of  the 
country,  and  I  only  regret  that  there  was  any 
disinclination  on  the  part  of  the  Council  to 
passing  that  Honorarium  Bill — a  disinclination 
that  was  more  apparent  than  real,  so  far  as 
reduction  was  concerned.  But  I  think  it  wets 
unfortunate  such  a  difference  of  opinion  did 
exist,  and  I  hope  on  this  occasion  no  difference 
of  opinion  will  be  expressed  in  regard  to  this 
Bill. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  SCOTLAND.— I  think  this  is 
a  most  preposterous  Bill,  and  I  do  not  believe 
it  expresses  at  all  the  wishes  of  the  people 
of  New  Zealand.  I  dare  say  that  a  number 
of  the  younger  members  believe  they  are  ex- 
pressing the  opinions  of  their  constituents ; 
but  it  will  turn  out  that  they  are  doing  no- 
thing of  the  kind.  Then,  this  is  a  most  dan- 
gerous Bill ;  it  is  a  sword  of  Damocles  held 
over  the  heads  of  the  House.  How  the  House 
has  submitted  to  it  is  incomprehensible  to  me, 
violating  as  it  does  the  spirit  of  the  Constitu- 
tion, of  which  we  are  guardians  just  as  much 
as  the  members  of  the  other  branch  of  the 
Legislature.  I  do  not  think  we  should  be  doing 
our  duty  in  letting  the  Bill  pass,  and  I  should 
be  only  too  glad  if  some  honourable  member 
moved  that  it  be  read  a  second  time  this  day 
six  months,  or  got  rid  of  it  in  some  other  way. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  OLIVER.— I  think  the  wishes 
of  the  people  were  plainly  declared  at  the  re- 
cent elections,  and  the  fact  is  recognised  that 
a  majority  of  the  members  of  the  House  of 
Representatives  were  returned  pledged  to  sup- 
port such  a  measure.  If  that  were  not  the 
case,  is  it  to  be  supposed  that  a  measure  of 
this  kind  would  be  passed  7  I  have  no  doubt 
whatever  as  to  the  extreme  desirableness  of 
reducing  the  number  of  the  members  of  the 
other  House.  Any  member  of  the  Council  will 
know  that  the  smaller  the  number  of  mem- 
bers the  fewer  pulls  there  are  on  the  public 
purse,  and  I  think  that  is  a  much  greater  con- 
sideration than  the  mere  saving  of  the  hono- 
rarium. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  PEACOCK.— I  think  that  the 
fact  that  this  arrangement  will  only  happen 
once  ought  to  justify  us  in  reading  the  Bill  a 
second  time. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  MENZIES.— I  think  it  would 
be  well  that  the  Council  should  hear  a  plain 
statement  of  what  the  purport  of  this  Bill  is, 
and  what  its  effect  will  be.  My  honourable 
friend  the  Hon,  Sir.  Mantell  stated  very  plainly 
that  there  could  be  no  doubt  that,  by  means  of 
this  Bill,  the  Government  gets  as  firm  a  grip 
of  the  House  of  Representatives  as  a  former 
Bill  gave  them  in  respect  of  this  Council ;  and, 
although  I  wholly  disapprove  of  the  course 
taken,  I  admire  the  dexterity  with  which  it  has 
succeeded  in  effecting  this  object.  The  manner 
in  which  was  secured  what  was  apparently  a 
great  reduction  in  the  expenses  of  the  other 
House  was  by  securing  to  the  old  members  an 
increase  of  what  their  honorarium  would  have 
been  for  this  session,  orwhat  it  would  be  under 
the  existing  Act,  by  the  alteration  which  is 


effected  by  the  Bill.  That  this  was  not  noticed 
by  many  members  of  the  House,  I  can  very 
well  understand.  But,  with  regard  to  this  par- 
ticular Bill,  I  do  not  in  the  least  sympathize 
with  the  objection  which  has  been  taken  to  it — 
that  it  gives  too  great  a  power  to  the  Ministers. 
I  entirely  agree  with  my  honourable  friend  Mr. 
Mantell  that  such  a  power  is  calculated  to 
have  a  most  excellent  effect  in  guiding  the 
policy  of  the  Administration,  provided  that 
the  Government  oviroise  that  power  wisely. 
Whether  they  will  do  so  or  not  is  something 
which  we  cannot  say.  I  believe  the  Govern- 
ment does  not  thoroughly  understand  the  posi- 
tion of  the  country ;  otherwise  it  would  not,  in 
announcing  the  policy  of  public  works  which 
was  disclosed  last  night,  indicate  its  desire  to 
expend  such  large  sums,  in  the  administration 
of  which  it  will  be  necessary  to  boriow  further 
large  sums.  That  borrowing  will  necessarily 
involve  further  taxation,  and  what  I  grieve  to 
see  is  that  the  Government  is  not  so  thoroughly 
advised  of  the  position  of  the  country  as  to  be 
aware  that  the  country  is  already  burdened  to 
such  an  extent  that,  if  these  burdens  continue 
unlightened,  the  country  will  see  a  day  of  in- 
solvency. No  one  who  is  familiar  with  the 
position  of  country  settlers  can  blind  his  eyes 
to  the  fact  that  they  are  at  present  taxed  to  a 
greater  extent  than  even  in  Great  Britain ; 
that  they  have  a  great  deal  of  difficulty  in 
making  a  living  ;  and  that  they  are  living  from 
hand  to  mouth,  and  are  unable  to  do  more 
than  secure  the  necessaries  of  life.  Under 
such  ciroumstances,  then,  it  is  sheer  madness 
to  go  on  increasing  the  public  burdens.  I 
am  quite  certain  that  not  one  member  of  this 
Council  would  for  a  moment  hesitate  to  give 
np  the  whole  honorarium  if  that  were  to  be 
an  indication  of  the  policy  of  the  Government 
right  through.  It  was  accepted  as  such  ;  but 
we  find,  unfortunately,  that,  while  the  Govern- 
ment is  willing  to  lessen  the  expenditure  in 
some  directions  and  promote  retrenchment  in 
salturies  and  current  expenses,  it  still  goes  on 
with  unnecessary  and  extravagant  expenditure 
in  those  very  directions  in  which  economy 
should  be  exercised  to  a  much  more  marked 
extent.  No  one  who  knows  much  of  the  colony, 
and  looks  over  the  proposals  of  the  Government 
with  reference  to  public  works,  can  fail  to  see 
that  a  great  number  of  those  public  works,  on 
which  a  large  amount  of  money  is  proposed  to 
be  expended  for  the  next  three  years,  are  totally 
unnecessary  at  present.  It  is  proposed  to  com- 
plete some  railways  which  have  been  started, 
and  carry  out  some  branches  which  have  been 
surveyed,  through  parts  of  the  country  where 
the  population  is  comparatively  scanty,  and  in 
which  the  soil  is  much  less  fertile  than  in  other 
parts  of  the  country  where  the  population  is 
larger,  and  where  the  fertile  soil  would  en- 
courage the  hope  that  a  large  traffic  would 
follow  the  construction  of  a  railway.  We  do 
not  find  that  even  in  those  districts  which  are 
most  populous  and  where  the  country  has 
been  under  cultivation  for  a  number  of  years 
the  traffic  is  large.  Wo  find  that  the  railways 
do  not  give  a  large  return  for  the  expenditure 
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which  has  been  occasioned.  Therefore  how 
can  it  be  expected  that  we  should  continue 
spending  money  on  any  districts  where  the 
local  trafiio  is  less  likely  to  afford  an  ample 
return?  I  do  not  suppose  that  any  remarks 
that  members  may  make  on  the  subject  will 
be  of  any  service,  but  the  opportunities  which 
occur  in  the  Council  of  speaking  on  such  sub- 
jects are  so  infrequent  that  one  can  hardly 
decline  the  temptation  of  referring  to  them 
whenever  the  opportunity  occurs.  Referring 
to  the  question  of  the  reduction  of  the  number 
of  members  in  tbo  other  House,  I  am  not  able 
to  say  that  there  con  be  any  objection  to  the 
proposal.  I  think  the  proposal  is  an  excellent 
one ;  and  I  am  certain  of  this:  that,  inasmuch 
as  the  business  of  the  country  was  conducted 
much  more  promptly  and  expeditiously,  and 
quite  as  wisely,  when  the  number  of  mem- 
bers of  the  Legislature  was  not  larger  than  the 
Government  proposes  it  shall  be,  the  business 
will  be  quite  as  well  conducted  with  a  reduced 
number  as  it  was  then.  The  business  of  the 
country  at  present  is  subjected  to  a  number  of 
unconstitutional  obstructions,  and  I  am  afraid 
that,  in  many  instances,  it  is  not  completed 
wisely. 

Tho  Hon.  Mr.  STEVENS.  —  I  should  not 
have  anything  to  say  in  reference  to  this 
question  had  it  not  been  for  the  remarks 
which  have  been  modo  with  reference  to  the 
Public  Works  Statement.  My  honourable 
friend  Mr.  Menzics  says  the  opportunities  are 
80  infrequent  in  this  Council  of  discussing 
questions  of  that  character  that  the  oppor- 
tunity of  referring  to  them  when  it  occurs 
should  not  be  lost.  I  do  not  know  that  that  is 
altogether  the  case,  because  I  believe  that  there 
are  many  occasions  in  the  course  of  a  session 
when  honourable  gentlemen  can  express  their 
opinions  on  matters  of  that  sort.  But  I 
do  say  I  am  very  much  surprised  to  hear  the 
remarks  that  have  been  mode.  This  Govern- 
ment never  undertook  to  put  a  full  stop  to 
the  public  works  of  the  colony.  From  the  very 
first  up  to  the  present  time  we  have  said  that 
we  consider  it  to  be  indispensable  that  the 
reduction  in  the  pubho  works  should  be  large, 
but  should  be  gradual ;  and  that  is  the  whole 
character  of  the  proposition  that  has  been 
mode.  I  do  not  propose  now  to  go  into  details 
in  regard  to  that  aspect  of  the  matter,  because 
I  think  it  can  be  much  more  conveniently  dealt 
with  on  another  occasion  than  at  the  present 
time.  But  I  must  certainly  say  I  am  surprised 
at  the  remarks  made,  because  they  seem  to  in- 
dicate a  hasty  judgment  on  the  proposals  them- 
selves. I  believe,  if  the  honourable  gentlemen 
who  expressed  these  opinions  make  a  careful  ex- 
amination, they  will,  after  taking  into  considera- 
tion the  circumstances  surrounding  all  the  dif- 
ferent cases,  not  keep  to  the  opinion  that  they 
have  just  expressed — at  all  events,  not  wholly 
so.  The  view  of  the  Government  is  that  they 
should  carry  on  works  up  to  something  like  a 
paying  point.  That  has  been  the  burden  of  our 
song  from  the  very  first ;  and  I  submit  that  to 
stop  short  in  the  middle  of  all  these  under- 
takmgs  at  points  where  they  lead  to  nowhere, 
Hon.  Mr.  Mmrit* 


and  where  nothing  but  expense  would  ensue, 
is  not  a  course  which  it  would  be  best  to  adopt. 
In  concluding  these  few  remarks  on  that  point 
I  would  ask  the  honourable  gentlemen  to  pay- 
more  attention  to  the  particular  circumstances 
themselves  than  they  nave  done.  I  have  only 
further  to  say  that,  whatever  may  be  the  pos- 
sible effect  of  the  Bill  in  regard  to  the  Govern- 
ment exercising  violent  powers  over  the  Hoosa 
of  Representatives,  certainly  I  am  convinced 
there  is  no  practical  danger  of  anything  of  the 
kind.  I  am  certain  that  the  fate  of  any  Go- 
vernment, in  this  free  country,  who  attempted 
to  exert  any  such  powers  in  the  restriction  of 
the  rights  of  the  people  in  regard  to  the  other 
Chamber,  would  very  soon  suffer  complete 
extinction.  That  is,  with  me,  a  matter  of 
conviction ;  otherwise  I  should  not  have  con- 
curred in  what  is  contained  in  this  measure. 
I  trust  the  Bill  will  not  be  criticized  in  that 
spirit,  because  I  am  perfectly  satisfied,  from 
what  I  have  heard,  that  from  one  end  of  the 
colony  to  the  other  it  was  the  earnest  desire  of 
the  constituencies,  as  a  whole,  that  the  number 
of  members  of  the  House  of  Representatives 
should  be  reduced  ;  and  I  consider  it  must  be 
admitted  all  round  that  this  proposal  of  the 
Government  is  nothing  more  than  the  outcome 
of  that  view  taken  by  the  country,  vnA  is  a 
fair  and  reasonable  attempt  to  give  effect  to 
that  view. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  SHRIMSKI.— No  one  denies 
that  the  public  desire  a  reduction  in  the  num- 
ber of  members  of  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives. The  public  have  no  desire,  however,  to 
place  such  power  as  is  proposed  in  the  hands  of 
the  Ministry,  to  be  used  whenever  they  think 
proper — a  power  by  which  they  could  at  any 
time  get  a  dissolution,  in  order  to  carry  any 
measures  they  might  think  proper.  If  the 
Ministers  are  of  opinion  that  this  power  will 
not  be  used,  then  why  do  they  put  it  in  the 
Bill  ?    There  is  no  use  for  it,  except  as  a  threat. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  STEVENS.— Not  use  it  in- 
juriouslv. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  SHRIMSKI.— If  it  will  not  be  , 
used,  whether  injuriously  or  not,  they  have 
no  right  to  put  it  in  the  Bill.  They  could  use 
that  power  in  the  case  of  the  tariff  for  instance. 
The  Government  might  be  defeated  on  that, 
and  they  would  have  it  in  their  hands  to  go  to 
the  country.  I  say  it  is  rather  too  much  to 
put  the  country  to  so  much  expense.  The 
Hon.  the  Attorney-General  was  in  a  Ministry 
not  many  years  ago  when  an  increase  of  eight 
members  was  effected  in  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives, and  now,  a  short  time  afterwards,  we 
are  asked  to  reduce  the  number  by  twenty-one. 
I  do  not  object  to  the  reduction,  and  I  suppose 
there  are  reasons  for  making  it ;  but  I  object  to 
giving  into  the  hands  of  the  Government  the 
power  to  say  when  this  reduction  shall  come 
into  operation.  To  say  that  it  is  the  Governor 
who  has  the  power  is  absurd,  because  I  have 
never  known  in  this  country  a  Governor  refuse 
a  dissolution  when  it  has  been  asked  for— it  has 
always  been  granted.  In  regard  to  what  the 
Hon.  Mr.  Pharazyn  has  said  about  introducing 
new  matter  into  tliis  subject,  referring  to  the 
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Honorarium  Bill,  I  do  not  know  what  grieves 
him  so  much  about  the  honorarium.  It  does 
not  grieve  other  honourable  gentlemen. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  PHABAZYN.— It  must  be  so 
when  you  mention  it. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  SHRIMSKI.— The  honourable 
gentleman  himself  is  put  to  no  expense.  He 
lives  in  Wellington,  and  has  a  good  library  to 
go  to  here,  and  no  wonder  he  finds  it  an  enjoy- 
ment. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  BONAR.— I  disagree  entirely 
with  the  honourable  gentleman  who  spoke  last, 
that  the  power  of  dissolution  rests  with  the 
Government  instead  of  with  the  Governor.  I 
think  that  is  an  entirely  wrong  principle  to  lay 
down  in  this  Council,  and  should  be  contra- 
dicted. We  know  that  the  Governor  has  hitherto 
always  exercised  his  own  judgment  and  good 
discretion  as  to  whether  he  will  grant  a  disso- 
lution. In  tact,  he  sometimes  imposes  condi- 
tions in  granting  a  dissolution,  and  we  may 
rely  upon  him  not  to  grant  a  dissolution  unless 
the  circumstances  of  the  colony  really  require 
it.  Kor  do  I  believe  that  the  Government  will 
ask  for  a  dissolution  unless  the  circumstances 
of  the  colony  really  require  it.  It  is  possible 
that  the  circumstuices  may  not  require  such 
a  thing  to  take  place ;  but,  I  say,  since  it  is  in 
accordance  with  the  wish  of  the  country  that 
the  number  of  the  members  of  the  House  of 
Representatives  should  be  reduced,  and,  acting 
on  that  wish,  the  other  House  thought  proper 
to  pass  the  Bill  that  is  brought  before  us,  it  is 
neoessaty  for  us  to  confirm  the  action  of  the 
other  House,  and  also  to  confirm  the  will  of 
the  country.  It  may  bo  that  this  Bill  will  not 
oome  into  force  until  the  ordinary  effluxion  of 
time ;  but,  if  the  country  required  it  at  an 
earlier  date,  the  will  of  the  people  ought  to  be 
given  eSect  to  by  having  the  number  reduced, 
and  thereby  a  large  economy  would  be  effected 
not  only  in  the  expenses  of  Parliament,  but 
also,  as  was  pointed  out  by  the  Hon.  Mr. 
Oliver,  in  the  demands  upon  the  public  purse 
made  by  honourable  members.  I  do  ihink 
that  the  larger  a  district  which  a  member  repre- 
sents is  made  the  less  that  member  will  be 
likely  to  be  considered  a  local  delegate,  and  he 
will  feel  it  is  his  duty  all  the  more  to  consider 
the  best  interests  of  the  colony  at  large.  I 
think  that  this  Bill  is  for  the  public  weal ;  and, 
this  being  so,  I  hope  that  the  Council  will  pass 
it  without  any  dissension  whatever. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  REYNOLDS.— I  do  not  think 
the  Council  will  be  at  all  wise  in  interfering  with 
this  Bill.  I  think,  after  what  we  have  seen  in 
another  branch  of  the  Legislature,  it  is  very 
clear  that  it  cannot  be  expected  that  the  Coun- 
cil will  make  any  amendments  in  this  Bill.  I 
have  no  fear — though  I  confess  I  have  no  very 
great  confidence  in  the  present  Government— 
that,  with  respect  to  the  power  of  dissolution, 
the  Government  would  take  advantage  of  their 
position  so  as  to  force  on  a  dissolution  unless 
there  was  some  real  necessity  for  it.  I  am  not 
sure  whether  it  would  not  be  the  best  thing  to 
dissolve  immediately  after  this  session,  because 
it  would  involve  a  saving  of  £12,000  in  honora- 
rium alone.    At  tho  same  time,  I  do  not  advo- 


cate such  a  thing;  I  merely  point  out  that 
such  a  saving  could  be  effected  if  the  Govern- 
ment took  advantage  of  their  power  of  a  disso- 
lution after  this  session.  But  no  Government 
would  endeavour  to  do  so.  I  intend  to  support 
the  Bill:  and,  with  reference  to  what  has 
been  said  about  the  Public  Works  Statement, 
I  do  not  think  that  this  is  a  proper  time  to  re- 
view that  question.  There  is  one  matter,  how- 
ever, that  I  would  call  the  attention  of  the 
Council  to.  There  are  other  savings  which 
might  be  made  with  very  great  advantage.  It 
is  not  enough  simply  to  provide  for  a  reduc- 
tion of  the  honorarium ;  there  are  other  re- 
ductions in  the  Legislative  Department  which 
should  receive  the  consideration  of  the  Go- 
vernment. We  have  the  folly  here  of  having 
two  watchmakers  to  keep  the  clocks  in  order. 
That  is  a  mere  trifle,  no  doubt;  but  it  shows 
how  these  things  are  managed.  There  is  a 
watchmaker  who  attends  to  the  clocks  in  the 
Legislative  Council  rooms  and  the  library,  and 
there  is  another  watchmaker  who  attends  to  the 
clocks  in  the  House  of  Representatives  rooms. 
The  Government  should  resume  the  entire  con- 
trol over  the  Legislative  Departments,  and  take 
it  entirely  out  of  the  hands  of  the  Speakers, 
and  see  that  these  anomalies  do  not  exist. 
That  is  simply  one  cEise;  but  I  could  name 
many  more  of  a  similar  character.  It  is  for 
the  Goverimient  to  take  this  matter  into'  con- 
sideration. There  is  no  doubt  that  we  have 
too  many  employes  in  connection  with  the 
Legislative  Department. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  DIGNAN.— I  say  with  great 
satisfaction  that  I  support  this  Bill,  and  I  hope 
the  Council  is  convinced  by  the  voice  of  the 
country  that  there  is  a  necessity  for  both  re- 
trenchment and  reform  in  the  administration 
of  the  government  of  the  country.  Therefore, 
if  such  retrenchment  as  the  public  require  can 
be  effected  by  the  passing  of  this  Bill,  or  by  a 
Bill  that  has  been  previously  passed  affecting 
this  Council,  I  think  we  have  done  our  duty  in 
passing  that  Bill,  and  that  we  shall  be  doing 
our  duty  in  passing  this  measure.  I  regret  to 
hear  so  many  references  to  the  Honorarium 
Bill.  It  is  to  be  regretted  that  such  expressions 
should  have  been  made  use  of  from  time  to 
time  against  the  Government  and  the  Parlia- 
ment for  passing  that  Bill.  It  is  the  only 
means,  in  my  opinion,  in  which  a  sincere  and 
true  retrenchment  con  be  brought  about. 
There  was  one  point  referred  to  by  the  Hon. 
Mr.  Stevens  in  his  remarks  on  that  subject 
that  was  sufficient  to  convince  mo  of  the  ne- 
cessity for  voting  for  these  measures,  and  that 
was  that  these  Bills  are  port  and  parcel  of  a 
great  scheme  which  the  Government  have  in 
contemplation  for  effecting  retrenchment  in 
the  affairs  of  the  country.  Therefore  I  voted 
for  the  Honorarium  Bill,  as  I  shall  vote  for  this 
Bill.  However  it  may  affect  us  personally,  I 
shall  give  it  my  hearty  support. 

The  Hon.  Dr.  GRACE.— I  think  the  effect 
of  the  Bill  will  be  quite  different  from  what 
honourable  members  have  supposed.  I  taJce  it 
for  granted  that  if  we  pass  this  Bill  a  dissolu- 
tion is  less  likely  to  occur,  as  the  granting  of 
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a  dissolution  would  involve  the  country  in  a 
great  deal  of  expense  and  confasion.  On  the 
last  two  occasions  on  which  dissolutions  were 
granted,  in  my  opinion  they  were  not  neces- 
sary in  the  interests  o{  the  country.  I  cannot 
conceive  that  any  man  performing  the  func- 
tions of  Governor  would  so  strengthen  the  hands 
of  a  Ministry  against  the  will  of  the  House 
of  Bepresentatires  as  to  grant  a  dissolution 
under  this  Bill.  We  are  bound  to  rely  on  the 
performance  of  its  duty  by  the  Crown.  In  the 
next  place,  I  hold  that  we  are  bound  to  look 
wiih  the  greatest  respect  on  the  desires  of  the 
House  of  Representatives  in  relation  to  a  mea- 
sure of  this  kind.  And  I  venture  to  remind 
the  Council  that  eight  or  nine  members  walked 
out  of  this  chamber  on  a  former  occasion 
when  they  were  entirely  opposed  to  a  Bepre- 
sentation Bill — to  the  policy  of  the  Bill,  to 
the  details  of  the  Bill,  opposed  in  every  par- 
ticular to  the  Bill ;  walked  out  of  the  chamber 
rather  than  furnish  a  majority  against  the 
Government  in  a  matter  which  referred  solely 
to  the  other  Legislative  Chajuber,  though  the 
measure  deprived  the  Province  of  Nelson  of  its 
proper  representation,  and  tore  down  the  land- 
marks which  had  been  preserved  for  years. 
The  Hon.  Sir  Frederick  Whi taker  was  then  in 
charge  of  the  measure,  and  I  challenged  it  in 
every  detail,  as  I  felt  it  my  duty  to  do.  I  do 
not  think  we  have  any  right  to  interfere  with 
important  provisions  in  the  present  Bill,  and  I 
shall  support  it.  In  addition,  I  sincerely  hail 
the  diminution  in  the  number  of  members ;  and 
the  next  measure  I  shall  be  glad  to  welcome  in 
this  Council  will  be  an  alteration  in  the  law  to 
the  old  system  of  quinquennial  Parliaments. 
I  think  it  will  be  admitted  that  we  have  paid 
sufficiently  for  our  democratic  experiences.  I 
have  always  opposed  these  measures,  which  I 
foresaw  would  lead  only  to  crudity  and  extra- 
vagance. 

The  Hon.  Sir  P.  WHITAKER.— I  will  not 
digress  by  going  into  the  question  of  the  Public 
Works  Statement,  which  has  been  referred  to 
by  the  Hon.  ilr.  Menzies,  who  says  that  we 
have  very  few  opportunities  of  discussing  such 
questions  as  that,  and  that  therefore  we  should 
take  advantage  of  such  opportunities  when  they 
occur.  I  say  we  have  many  opportunities, 
and  that  there  will  be  a  few  opportunities 
during  the  remainder  of  this  session  when 
honourable  members  may  legitimately  go  into 
this  question.  I  do  not  intend,  therefore,  to 
go  into  that  part  of  the  question  at  present, 
more  especially  as  my  honourable  colleague 
the  Hon.  Mr.  Stevens  has  already  referred  in  a 
measure  to  it.  The  Hon.  Mr.  Waterhouse  has 
suggested  two  reasons  why  we  should  deal  with 
this  matter  carefully :  one,  that  it  might  not 
be  desirable  that  this  change  should  be  made ; 
and  the  other,  that  it  was  unconstitutional. 
In  regard  to  the  unconstitutional  part  of  the 
question,  I  say  there  is  nothing  whatever  un- 
constitutional in  it.  It  seems  to  me  perfectly 
constitutional  and  perfectly  right.  I  think, 
under  all  the  circumstances,  and  looking  at 
what  took  place  during  the  recent  elections, 
and  at  the  view  token  by  the  constituencies 
Hon.  Dr.  Grace 


that  there  should  be  a  reduction  in  the  number 
of  members  of  the  House  of  Representatives, 
the  House  could  do  nothing  less  than  pass  a 
Bill  of  this  kind ;  and  had  they  not  done  so 
they  would  have  violated  all  their  pledges  and 
what  was  expected  of  them.  In  regard  to  the 
words  of  the  clause  objected  to  by  the  Hon. 
Mr.  Waterhouse — that  is,  the  first  portion  of 
section  2 :  "or  sooner  determination  of  the  pre- 
sent General  Assembly " — I  think  he  does  not 
see  the  effect  which  would  follow  by  striking 
out  those  words.  It  would  then  be  competent 
on  all  occasions  to  prevent  the  Bill  from  coming 
into  operation  at  all ;  and,  if  I  recollect  rightly, 
there  has  been  no  occasion,  certainly  not  mora 
than  one,  on  which  the  Assembly  has  ceased  by 
the  effluxion  of  time — it  has  always  been  dis- 
solved. And,  supposing,  at  the  end  of  the  three 
years  for  which  the  present  Parliament  was 
elected,  the  present  Ministry  or  other  Ministry 
in  power  did  not  want  this  Act  to  come  into 
operation,  all  they  would  have  to  do  would  be  to 
dissolve  Parliament  a  day  before  it  would  ex- 
pire by  efBuxion  of  time.  There  are  two  checks 
upon  the  Government :  one  is  that  the  Governor 
has  power  to  refuse  to  grant  a  dissolution  ;  and 
that  power  he  exercises  without  the  advice  of 
the  Ministry — he  need  not  take  the  advice 
of  his  Ministry  upon  that  subject.  It  is  for 
him  to  judge  between  the  parties,  and  it  is 
for  him  to  decide  the  matter  according  to  his 
own  judgment.  In  1879  Sir  Hercules  Robin- 
son took  a  long  time  to  consider  the  matter, 
and  hesitated  very  much  as  to  whether  he 
should  grant  a  dissolution  or  not ;  but,  after 
all,  he  came  to  the  conclusion  that  he  should 
grant  it.  But  during  the  time  this  power  has 
been  in  existence  the  Governor  has  refused  a 
dissolution  on  several  occasions.  In  regard  to 
what  has  been  said  about  other  parts  of  the 
Bill,  there  are  other  occasions  on  which  we  can 
discuss  them.  I  think,  under  all  the  circum- 
stances, the  Council  would  be  quite  justified 
in  agreeing  to  the  second  reading  of  the  Bill. 

Bill  read  a  second  time. 

The  Council  adjourned  at  twenty-five  minutes 
past  four  o'clock  p.m. 


HOUSE    OF    EEPEESENTATIVES. 
TiiMday,  13th  December,  1887. 

Second  Readings — Third  Beading — Wsiroa  Resident 
MELgistrate'a  Court  —  Babmt  •  exterminator  — 
French  Beciprocal  Trade — Stock  Conference — 
Imported   Material  for  Public  Works  —  Postal 

Suestion  with  France — Standing  Orders — Iiocal 
overnn^nt  —  Assays  —  "Unemployed"  on  Cat- 
lin's  Biver  Bailway  —  Auckland  Islands  Light- 
house— Education  —  Public  Ijibrarles  —  Torpedo 
lost^Hutt  County  Tolls— Motueka  Native  Trust 
Lauds — Bailway  Freight  on  Pressed  Straw — Per- 
sons imprisoned  for  Debt  —  Teremakau  Bridge 
—  Lincoln  A^cultural  College  —  Discharged 
Warders — Canterbury  Education  Board  Office- 
Privilege:  Words  used  by  Sir  J.  Vogel— Legisla- 
tive Councillors  — Education— Land  Bill— Oo- 
vemment  Bailways  Bill. 

Mr.  Speakeb  took  the  chair  at  half-past  two 
o'clock. 
Pbayebs. 
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SECOND  READINGS. 
Auckland  Girls'  High  School  Bill,  Phaimaoy 
Bill,  PubUc  Beaervea  Sale  Bill. 

THIRD  READING. 
Christohuich  Hospital  Bill. 

WAIROA  RESIDENT  MAGISTRATE'S 
COURT. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  GRAHAM,  it  Mras 
ordered.  That  there  be  laid  upon  the  table  a 
return  showing  the  cost  to  the  country  of  the 
Tisit  of  the  Napier  Resident  Magistrate  to  the 
Waiioa  District  during  the  last  three  years. 

RABBIT-EXTERMINATOR. 
On  the  motion  of  Mr.  DODSON,  it  was 
ordered,  That  there  be  laid  before  this  House 
copies  of  Inspector  Blundell's  report  upon  the 
efficacy  of  Stenhouse  and  Smith's  rabbit-exter- 
minator, as  shown  by  public  trial  in  August 
last  at  Dumgiee  and  Woodbourne,  in  the  Marl- 
borough District. 

FRENCH  RECIPROCAL  TRADE. 

Mr.  JOYCE  asked  the  Government,  Whether 
they  have  any  information  of  the  result  of  Sir 
Francis  D.  Bell's  visit  to  Paris,  whither  he  in- 
tended to  go,  about  May  last,  to  discuss  with 
the  French  Customs  authorities  certain  re- 
ciprocal trade  advantages,  especially  the  ques- 
tion of  New  Zealand  frozen  meats,  a  trade  for 
which  has  sprung  up  in  France,  and  is  capable 
of  large  extension  but  for  the  heavy  duty  re- 
cently imposed  by  the  French  Government  ? 

Major  ATKINSON  said  the  Government  had 
no  information  upon  the  subject ;  but  he  would 
make  further  inquiries.  Perhaps  the  honour- 
able member  would  indicate  where  he  obtained 
his  information  ? 

Mr.  JOYCE  said  be  found  it  in  the  proceed- 
ings of  the  Colonial  Conference,  in  a  memoran- 
dum written  by  Sir  Dillon  Bell  on  the  27th 
March  last. 

STOCK  CONFERENCE. 

Mr.  LANCE  asked  the  Government,  Whe- 
ther they  will  adopt  the  resolutions  passed  at 
the  Stock  Conference  held  in  Sydney  in 
October,  1886,  and  inform  the  Govermnent  of 
New  South  Wales  thereof  ? 

Major  ATKINSON  understood  that  this  mat- 
ter was  before  the  Stock  Committee  at  the  pre- 
sent time ;  but  the  Government  would  look  into 
it.  There  was  no  doubt  that  there  ought  to  be 
a  common  law  on  the  subject. 

IMPORTED  MATERIAL  FOR  PUBLIC 
WORKS. 

Sir  J.  VOGEL  asked  the  Minister  for  Public 
Works,  Whether  he  will  take  into  favourable 
consideration  the  question  of  abandoning  the 
practice,  in  future  contracts  for  public  works,  of 
allowing  cement  and  other  materials  to  bo  in- 
troduced free  of  duty  ?  He  would  briefly  state 
that  a  practice  had  grown  up  of  inserting  in  con- 
tracts a  proviso  that  material,  especially  cement, 
required  and  imported  specially  for  the  works 
under  contract  should  be  admitted  drty-free. 


The  Customs  Department  had  been  asked  what 
they  thought  of  the  arrangement,  and  replied 
that  they  thought  very  badly  of  it.  It  was  diffi- 
cult to  follow  material  and  ascertain  whether 
the  material  was  actually  used  for  the  purpose 
of  particular  contracts,  or  whether  some  of  it 
was  not  sold  and  payment  of  duty  on  it  escaped. 
Obviously,  this  was  a  disadvantage  to  the  im- 
porter who  paid  the  duty ;  but  he  would  not  dis- 
guise the  fact  that  the  greater  objection  he  had 
to  the  practice  was  that  it  bore  very  hardly  upon 
local  producers.  In  the  case  of  cement,  there 
was  cement  produced  at  Mahurangi,  and  also 
near  Dunedin,  of  first-class  quality;  and,  if 
the  duties  by  law  leviable  were  charged,  con- 
tractors would  be  much  more  inclined  to  use 
the  local  article  than  they  now  were.  He  might 
say  that  Mr.  Wilson,  of  Mahurangi,  had  com- 
municated with  the  Industrial  Association  of 
Auckland,  that  Association  communicated  with 
a  similar  one  in  Christchurch,  and  through  the 
Christchurch  Association  the  matter  had  been 
brought  before  him ;  and  he  recollected  that 
on  its  being  brought  before  him  the  Customs 
Department,  during  the  time  he  had  presided 
over  it,  bad  come  to  the  conclusion  that  it 
would  be  desirable  to  put  an  end  to  any  such 
provisions  in  the  contracts.  He  hoped  the 
Minister  for  Public  Works  would  be  able  to  tell 
him  that  he  would  conf ider  the  matter  favour- 
ably, for  by  doing  so  he  was  sure  to  give  a  great 
deal  of  satisfaction  to  local  producers. 

Mr.  MITCHELSON  said  the  Government 
had  considered  this  question  very  carefully,  and 
had  decided  that  all  cement  and  other  articles 
which  could  be  produced  in  the  colony  that  were 
used  for  the  purpose  of  public  works  would  have 
to  pay  the  ordinary  duty.  He  did  not  consider 
that  cement  should  be  admitted  free,  as  he  was 
informed  by  the  Public  Works  Department  that 
there  was  a  great  deal  of  difficulty  in  tracing 
these  articles  from  the  ship  to  the  works. 
Although  they  could  not  alter  the  arrange- 
ments made  under  existing  contracts,  they 
would  take  care  that  in  future  the  practice  of 
admitting  contractors'  materials  free  of  duty 
should  be  discontinued. 

POSTAL  QUESTION  WITH  FRANCE. 

Mr.  JOYCE  asked  the  Government,  Whether 
they  will  inform  this  House  —  (!)  The  date 
when  the  Agent-General  was,  upon  a  postal 
question,  accredited  to  Lord  Lyons,  the  British 
Ambassador  in  France,  and  placed  in  direct 
communication  with  il.  Cochery,  who  at  that 
time  controlled  the  French  Postal  and  Tele- 
graph Service ;  (2)  what  were  the  particulars 
of  such  postal  question,  and  the  result  of  the 
Agent-General's  mission  thereon  ?  This  was 
suggested  to  him  on  reading  a  memorandum 
from  Sir  Dillon  Bell  as  to  negotiation  with 
foreign  Powers  in  matters  of  tnide.  He  found 
in  this  memorandum  the  following  passage : — 

"  More  recently,  when  it  was  decided  to  re- 
open negotiations  upon  certain  trade  questions 
pending  between  Canada  and  Spain,  Her 
Majesty's  Government  were  pleased  to  grant 
to  Sir  Charles  Tapper  joint  plenipotentiary 
powers  with  the  Ambassador  at   Madrid  for 
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negotiating  the  proposed  tieatv.  Sir  Charles 
Tapper  alluded  to  this  on  a  pablic  occasion  in 
the  City  (London)  in  the  following  terms :  '  So 
far  as  the  foreign  commerce  of  Canada  is  con- 
cerned, Lord  Derby  and  Lord  Granville  have 
responded  in  the  most  generous  spirit  to  the 
wish  of  Canada  that  her  representative  should 
be  charged,  as  plenipotentiary,  with  the  duty 
and  responsibility  of  negotiating  treaties  in 
regard  to  foreign  Powers ;  and  they  did  me  the 
higher  honour  of  at  once  placing  me  on  equal 
terms  with  Sir  Bobert  Morier  in  the  negotia- 
tion of  a  treaty  with  Spain.'  In  a  recent  speech 
in  Canada  Sir  Charles  Tupper  announced  his 
intention  of  going  soon  to  Madrid  to  resume 
the  negotiations." 

It  appeared  from  this  that  the  Dominion 
of  Canada  had  been  in  communication  with 
foreign  nations  with  regard  to  treaties  respect- 
ing her  natural  products,  and  Sir  Dillon  Bell 
referred  to  a  journey  he  proposed  to  make  in 
relation  to  the  frozen-meat  tnide.  He  thought 
this  was  a  question  which  should  come  before 
the  House,  and  that  the  House  should  know 
what  had  been  done  in  respect  to  it ;  and  there- 
fore he  asked  the  Premier  if  he  could  give  them 
any  information  upon  the  subjeot. 

Major  ATKINSON  was  sorry  he  conld  not 
give  the  honourable  gentleman  any  information 
on  this  point,  either.  All  the  original  papers 
were  burned  in  the  Post  Office  when  the  fire 
occurred. 

Mr.  JOYCE  asked  the  Premier  whether  he 
would  communicate  vrith  the  Agent-General,  so 
that  he  might  be  supplied  with  fresh  informa- 
tion or  duplicate  papers. 

Major  ATKINSON  said  he  would  make  in- 
quiries about  it ;  but  he  thought  nothing  would 
come  of  it,  because,  if  the  negotiation  promised 
success,  probably  they  would  have  heeurd  about 
it  again. 

STANDING  ORDERS. 

Major  STEWARD  asked  the  Premier, 
Whether  he  will  take  steps  to  give  efiect  to  the 
recommendations  of  the  Standing  Orders  Com- 
mittee, as  contained  in  the  report  presented  on 
Friday,  the  9th  instant? 

Major  ATKINSON  said  the  Government 
would  take  this  matter  csfefuUy  into  considera- 
tion during  the  recess,  and  hoped  to  be  able  to 
propose  something  that  would  be  satisfactory 
to  the  House, 

LOCAL  GOVERNMENT. 
Mr.  LARNACH  asked  the  Premier,  Whether 
the  Government  will  place  a  sufficient  sum  of 
money  on  the  estimates  to  provide  bonuses  to 
be  paid  for  the  three  best  essays  on  a  thorough 
system  of  local  government  specially  suitable 
and  adaptable  to  the  well-being  of  the  in- 
habitants of  both  Islands  of  New  Zealand? 
He  put  the  question  on  the  Order  Paper  with 
the  view  of  assisting  the  Government.  He 
thought  they  would  be  glad  to  receive  useful 
hints  upon  the  question  of  local  government — 
the  Premier  had  said  as  much — and  he  believed 
that  the  best  way  of  acquiring  them  was  to  pay 
for  them.  A  sum  of,  say,  £800  would  be  money 
very  usefully  spent  in  this  direction. 
Mr.  Joyce 


Major  ATKINSON  said  he  thought  them 
were  so  many  local -government  men  in  the 
House  that  he  hoped  to  receive  some  hints 
without  payment.  The  Government  would- 
take  the  matter  into  consideration,  and  if  they 
thought  it  desirable — and  he  considered  that 
very  likely — they  would  perhaps  ask  the  House 
to  put  a  small  sum  on  the  estimates  for  this 
purpose. 

Mr.  SEDDON  hoped  that  this  reward  would 
not  apply  to  members  of  either  House  of  Parli&- 
ment. 

Major  ATKINSON  said  he  would  be  inclined 
to  give  them  double. 

ASSAYS 

Mr.  L  EVE  ST  AM  asked  the  Minister  of 
Mines,  Whether  he  will  give  instructions  to 
have  assays  made  free  of  charge  at  the  Govern* 
ment  Laboratory? 

Mr.  G.  P.  RICHARDSON  might  inform  the 
honourable  gentleman  that  instructions  had 
been  issued  fixing  the  cost  of  assays  at  the 
nominal  sum  of  Ss.  in  every  case.  It  had  been 
considered  desirable  to  have  some  nominal 
charge  made,  to  prevent  quantities  of  valueless 
ores  from  being  sent. 

"UNEMPLOYED"  ON  CATLIN'S  BIVEB 
RAILWAY. 

Mr.  B.  THOMPSON  asked  the  Minister  for 
Public  Works,  In  tiie  return  of  the  "unem- 
ployed "  laid  upon  the  table  it  is  stated  that 
seventy  men  are  engaged  upon  the  Catlin's 
River  Railway,  yet  the  local  paper  circulating 
in  that  district  asserts  that  the  County  Council 
cannot  obtain  labour  to  carry  out  ordinary 
roadwork :  will  the  Minister  make  inauiries 
as  to  whether  the  services  of  the  "  unemployed  " 
cannot  be  dispensed  with  ?  His  reason  for  ask- 
ing this  question  was  as  follows :  The  Clutha 
Leader  stated  that,  while  the  Government  were 
providing  relief-works  for  many  hundreds  of 
men,  the  County  Council  could  not  get  their 
works  carried  out  for  want  of  men  to  do  them. 
At  a  late  meeting  of  the  Clutha  County  Coun- 
cil a  number  of  works  had  to  be  postponed 
from  this  cause. 

Mr.  MITCHELSON  replied  that  the  men 
referred  to  as  working  upon  the  Catlin's  River 
Railway  were  doing  very  good  work,  and  were 
doing  it,  he  understood,  at  a  cheaper  rate  than 
it  would  otherwise  be  done  for.  The  following 
paragraph  from  the  Otago  Daily  Times  showed 
that  a  mistake  had  been  made  in  inserting  the 
paragraph  in  the  Clutha  Leader,  which  now 
turned  out  to  have  been  incorrect : — 

"  As  secretary  to  the  Dunedin  Labour  Ex- 
change, Mr.  CoUn  Allan  addressed  the  follow- 
ing letterto  the  Chairman  of  the  Clutha  County 
Council:  'I  enclose  a  paragraph  from  the 
ClutJia  Leader ;  and,  if  it  be  true  that  works 
cannot  be  proceeded  with  for  wont  of  men,  I 
will  take  in  hand  to  supply  good  honest  la- 
bourers at  the  shortest  notice,  to  take  pick-and- 
shovel  work  either  by  contract  or  by  day-labour, 
as  may  be  agreed  upon.  The  Board  of  Advice 
has  no  desire  to  send  men  to  relief-works  as 
long  as  other  work  can  be  obtained.'    To  whioh 
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the  following  ie|>l7  was  received  yesterday: 
'The  paragraph  in  the  Clutlta  Leader  with 
regard  to  works  is  misleading.  What  was  im- 
plied at  the  last  meeting  of  the  Council  was, 
that  there  seemed  to  be  a  scarcity  of  con- 
tractors to  carry  ont  the  works  of  the  county. — 
Hbkbt  S.  Beunebt,  County  Clerk,  Balclntha.'  " 
From  this  it  wotild  appear  that  the  Clutha 
district  was  in  want  of  contractors,  and  not  of 
labourers. 

AUCKLAND  ISLANDS  LIGHTHOUSE. 

Mr.  WABD  asked  the  Government,  If  they 
will  open  negotiations  with  the  Australian 
Colonies  with  a  view  to  establishing  a  light- 
house on  the  Auckland  Islands  ?  He  asked 
this  question  at  the  request  of  the  Invercargill 
Chamber  of  Commerce,  and  of  other  residents 
of  Southland.  It  would  be  in  the  recollection 
of  the  Minister  that  a  number  of  wrecks  had 
token  place  on  the  Auckland  Islands,  and  a 
great  many  lives  had  been  lost,  and  it  was. 
thought  desirable  that  the  colonies  should  have 
a  lighthouse  erected  on  either  the  Auckland 
Islands  or  Enderby  Island,  the  Snares,  or  one 
of  i^e  adjacent  islands.  He  would  be  glad  to 
hear  that  negotiations  with  the  other  colonies 
would  be  entered  into  regarding  this  matter. 

Mr.  FISHEB  said  the  question  related  to  a 
matter  that  almost  entirely  affected  the  trade 
of  the  Australian  Colonies.  Some  time  ago 
there  were  negotiations  with  reference  to  the 
establishment  of  a  light  on  the  Auckland  Is- 
lands ;  but  those  negotiations  came  to  nothing. 
However,  he  wonld  promise  the  honourable 
gentleman  that  the  negotiations  should  be  re- 
newed. The  necessity  must  be  admitted,  from 
the  njimber  of  wrecks  that  took  place;  but, 
as  be  had  said,  the  matter  more  affected  the 
shipping  trade  of  Australia  than  that  of  New 
Zealand. 

EDUCATION. 

Mr.  TURNBULL  asked  the  Premier,  Why 
the  Order  in  Council  of  the  7th  instant,  issuing 
regulations  under  "  The  Education  Act,  1877," 
was  published,  the  House  of  Assembly  being  in 
session,  and  no  opportunity  having  been  afforded 
them  of  expressing  their  opinion  thereon  pre- 
vious to  its  issue  ;  and  also  if  they  had  obtamed 
the  opinion  of  the  Law  Officers  of  the  Crown 
before  issuing  the  regulations  in  question  ?  He 
woold  not  detain  the  House  for  more  than  a 
few  minutes ;  but  he  wished  to  call  attention 
to  it,  because  he  believed  it  to  be  a  very  seri- 
ous matter,  and  one  which  was  calculated  to 
bring  the  Governor  into  collision  with  the 
House :  in  fact,  he  had  been  actually  placed 
in  the  position  of  superseding  the  powers  of 
the  House,  by  saying  what  should  be  done. 
There  was  no  getting  oehind  that  fact.  It  was 
all  very  well  to  say  that  this  was  only  a  tenta- 
tive measure ;  but  the  fact  was  that  the  Go- 
vernor had  superseded  the  powers  of  the  House 
by  issuing  the  regulations  as  to  what  should 
be  done.  And  not  only  did  this  affect  the 
Governor,  but  it  also  aSected  the  privileges  of 
the  House.  The  matter  was  a  very  serious 
one,  and  he  hoped  to  receive  a  satisfactory 
Answer. 


Mr.  FISHEB,  in  reply,  said  he  would  take 
the  latter  part  of  the  question  first.  On  the 
10th  of  November,  rather  more  than  a  month 
ago,  the  honourable  member  for  Greymouth 
put  a  question  on  the  Order  Paper  asking 
whether  the  Government  had  taken  the  opinion 
of  the  Law  Officers  of  the  Crown  upon  the 
point.  The  answer  he  gave  was,  that  the 
Government  at  that  time  were  in  possession  of 
the  opinion  of  the  Law  Officers  of  the  Crown  on 
the  subject.  With  regard  to  the  larger  part  of 
the  question,  as  to  the  possibility  of  the  House 
being  brought  into  collision  with  the  Governor, 
he  might  say — with  all  respect  for  the  honour- 
able gentleman,  for  he  did  not  wish  in  any  way 
to  wound  his  feelings — that  he  thought  that 
was  straining  the  position  a  little  too  much. 
The  position  of  the  Government  in  the  matter 
was  this :  They  had  intimated  in  the  Financial 
Statement  their  intention  to  make  certain 
changes  with  regard  to  the  education  vote, 
and  consequent  npon  that  statement  the 
Government  had  been  besieged  with  applica- 
tions from  Education  Boards  and  other  per- 
sons interested  in  education  in  all  parts  of 
the  colony  desiring  to  know  what  the  exact 
proposals  of  the  Government  were ;  and  they 
thought  it  better  to  put  their  views  clearly  and 
distinctly  in  the  form  in  which  they  appeared 
in  the  Order  in  Council.  The  Government  had 
no  desire  to  force  their  views  upon  the  House ; 
and,  as  the  Premier  had  stated  on  the  previous 
day,  the  whole  question  would  come  up  for 
discussion  upon  a  future  occasion.  The  sole 
object  of  putting  the  views  of  the  Government 
in  the  form  of  an  Order  in  Council  was  that 
the  Education  Boards,  and  all  other  persons 
affected  by  these  changes,  should  have  definite 
and  exact  information  on  the  points  to  which 
these  changes  related.  Ho  thought  the  matter 
had  been  made  pretty  clear  by  what  the  Pre- 
mier had  said.  The  whole  subject  would  again 
come  up  for  discussion,  and  it  was  hardly  de- 
sirable that  the  debate  on  this  subject  which 
would  shortly  take  place  should  be  anticipated 
in  this  way. 

Dr.  FITCHETT  wished  to  know  if  it  would 
be  competent  to  discuss  the  subject  on  the 
estimates. 

Mr.  SPEAKER  thought  it  wonld  be. 

Dr.  FITCHETT.— Supposing  the  House 
wished  to  increase  the  vote,  and  the  Govern- 
ment indicated  their  intention  not  to  do  so, 
could  the  wish  of  the  House  be  given  effect  to  ? 

Mr.  SPEAKER  said  the  Committee  of  Supply 
conld  not  increase  the  votes. 

Major  ATKINSON  said  he  would  undertake 
to  put  some  vote  in  such  a  form  that  an  ex- 
pression of  the  opinion  of  the  Committee  should 
be  given  as  to  the  action  of  the  Government  in 
this  matter. 

Mr.  SEDDON  wished  to  know  if  the  Go- 
vernment had  considered  whether  they  would 
put  the  House  in  possession  of  the  opinion  of 
the  Crown  Law  Officers  on  this  pomt.  Sir 
Robert  Stout  had  given  an  opinion  to  an 
Education  Board  to  the  efiect  that  the  Order 
in  Council  was  illegal.  As  the  House  had  to 
discuss  this,  in  fairness  to  the   Crown  Law 
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OflScers  and  to  the  Government  he  thought  it 
would  be  well  if  the  opinion  of  those  officers 
were  placed  on  the  table.  He  hoped  the  Go- 
vernment would  accede  to  that  request,  and 
would  allow  honourable  members  to  have  the 
opinion  which  the  Law  Officers  had  given. 

Major  ATKINSON  could  not  think  ot  laying 
the  opinion  of  the  Law  Officers  of  the  Crown 
on  the  table.  The  Government  had  issued  an 
Order  in  Council,  of  the  legality  of  which  they 
had  no  doubt  at  all.  If  it  was  not  legal,  of 
course  it  was  not  worth  the  paper  it  was  written 
on.  But  he  took  it  the  House  would  decide  this 
question  on  the  education  vote.  The  question 
as  to  whether  the  Order  in  Council  was  illegal 
or  not  was  irrelevant.  The  real  question  was, 
whether  the  House  would  make  other  provi- 
sion; if  so,  the  Order  in  Council  would  be 
cancelled. 

PUBLIC  LIBRARIES. 

Mr.  GUINNESS  asked  the  Government, 
Whether  they  will  forward  to  each  of  the  public 
libraries  in  the  colony  copies  of  all  public  Bills 
introduced  to  Parliament  during  each  session  ? 
He  wished  to  explain  that  the  object  in  getting 
Bills  forwarded  to  each  public  library  was  to 
enable  those  persons  who  read  Hansard  and 
took  an  interest  in  the  proceedings  to  have  the 
Bills  before  them,  in  order  to  see  the  discussion 
that  took  place  in  the  House  on  the  wording  of 
particular  measures.  There  were  not  many 
public  libraries  in  the  colony,  and  therefore  a 
very  trifling  expense  would  be  incured. 

Mr.  HISLOP  said  the  Government  did  not 
see  their  way  to  give  this  direction,  as  it  was 
competent  for  each  member  of  the  House  to 
send  Bills  to  public  libraries  if  he  felt  disposed. 

TORPEDO  LOST. 
Mr.  SEDDON  asked  the  Minister  of  Defence, 
— (1.)  If  it  is  true  that  at  a  recent  date,  during 
torpedo-practice,  one  of  the  three  mines  laid 
was  lost,  and  cannot  be  found?  (2.)  If  the 
answer  is  in  the  affirmative,  will  the  Minister 
cause  inquiry  to  be  made  into  the  circum- 
stiinccs  under  which  the  mine  was  lost,  and,  if 
through  carelessness,  neglect,  or  incompetency, 
will  he  compel  the  responsible  parties  to  pay  to 
the  colony  the  cost  of  the  said  mine?  Honour- 
able members  would  remember  that  at  the 
commoncement  of  the  session,  during  the  tor- 

Eedo-practice,  one  of  two  valuable  torpedoes 
ad  been  lost,  and  had  not  since  been  found. 
It  had  been  seen  by  a  steamer  crossing  the 
Straits  a  short  time  ago,  but  had  not  yet  arrived 
at  Lyttelton.  Probably  the  Defence  Depart- 
ment had  given  instructions  to  the  torpedo  corps 
there  to  look  out  for  it.  About  three  weeks  ago, 
■by  direction  of  Sir  George  Whitmore,  or,  at  all 
events,  with  his  consent,  a  torpedo-practice  took 
place  in  the  presence  of  Captain  Duncan,  of  the 
Wellington  Navals,  and  three  mines  were  laid 
down.  On  going  to  take  up  these  mines,  two  of 
them  were  there,  but  the  other  was  missing. 
Thero  had  been  a  constant  scorch  for  the  last 
three  weeks  for  this  missing  one,  and  he  believed 
it  had  not  yet  been  found.  They  had  found 
the  sinker ;  but,  as  to  finding  the  mine  itself,  it 
Itr.  Seddoti 


had  not  yet  been  discovered,  unless  that  had 
taken  place  within  the  last  twenty-four  hours. 
He  might  say,  for  the  peace  of  mind  of  mariners 
visiting  this  port,  that  the  mine  was  not  charged. 
He  believed  the  "  Ellen  Ballance "  was  out 
last  Sunday  morning  in  search,  and  it  was 
then  the  sinker  was  found.  Between  losing 
torpedoes  and  mines  a  considerable  loss  was 
entailed  on  the  colony,  and  this  loss  pointed  to 
carelessness  or  incompetence,  and  did  not  say 
much  for  those  who  were  responsible.  He 
asked  this  question  with  a  view  of  having  fall 
information  given  to  the  House,  as  he  believed 
it  was  not  a  very  satisfactory  state  of  affairs, 
considering  the  cost  to  the  country. 

Mr.  FERGUS  understood  that  some  little' 
time  ago  four  mines  were  put  down,  in  order  to 
test  the  force  of  the  currents  and  strength  of 
the  tides.  The  currents  happened  to  be  very 
strong,  and  one  shackle  gave  way ;  but  he 
understood  that  the  most  valuable  portion  of 
the  mine  had  been  found.  It  was  quite  neces- 
sary that  those  in  control  of  the  defences  of 
the  colony  should  have  some  tests  made,  to  be 
of  some  use  in  time  of  invasion  or  scare,  so 
that  they  should  know  exactly  what  they  were 
doing.  The  mines  were  not  loaded.  With  re- 
gard to  the  torpedo  which  was  lost,  he  was  in- 
formed that  it  was  now  on  shore  at  the  Heads, 
and  would  be  brought  in  in  due  course. 

HUTT  COUNTY  TOLLS. 

Mr.  PITZHEBBERT  asked  the  Govern- 
ment, If  they  will  make  good  to  the  Hutt 
County  Council  the  amount  of  tolls  which  were 
uncollected  during  the  time  between  the  judg- 
ment of  the  Supreme  Court  in  the  recent  Hutt 
toll-gate  case  and  its  reversal  by  the  Qpurt  of 
Appeal? 

Major  ATKINSON  could  see  no  ground  why 
the  Government  should  pay  this  sum  of  money. 

MOTUEKA  NATIVE  TRUST  LANDS. 

Mr.  KERR  asked  the  Native  Minister, — 
(1.)  Will  he  cause  inquiry  to  be  made  into  the 
position  generally  of  the  Native  trust  lands, 
ilotueka  ?  (2.)  Will  the  Minister  recommend 
the  trustees,  on  the  expiry  of  existing  leases, 
to  have  a  right  of  renewal  granted  to  the  pre- 
sent lessees,  and  to  have  future  rents  fixed  by 
arbitration,  in  like  manner  to  that  which  oh- 
tained  in  fixing  rents  of  the  Bishop  trust  lands? 
(3.)  Will  the  Minister  obtain  from  the  trustees 
a  detailed  statement  of  the  said  trusts,  and 
showing  the  amounts  received  and  disbursed  in 
relation  thereto  ? 

Major  ATKINSON  did  not  know  what  sort 
of  inquiry  the  honourable  gentleman  meant. 
The  Government  wore  possessed  of  full  informa- 
tion upon  all  questions  relating  to  these  re- 
serves. As  to  the  second  part  of  the  question, 
there  was  a  Bill  now  before  the  House  to  deal 
with  this  matter.  With  regard  to  the  ac- 
counts, if  the  honourable  gentleman  turned  to 
the  Appendix  to  the  Journals  he  would  find 
full  particulars  with  regard  to  them  in  G.-5. 

RAILWAY  FREIGHT  ON  PRESSED 
STRAW. 
Mr.  ANDERSON  asked    the    Minister   for 
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Public  Works,  If  he  will  rednee  the  railway 
freight  on  pressed  straw  by  25  per  cent.,  so  as 
to  equalise  it  with  that  on  chaff,  which  weighs 
and  bulks  about  the  same  as  pressed  straw  ? 

Mr.  MITCHELSON  said  he  had  made  in- 
quiries into  this  subject,  and  found  that  it  was 
quite  true  that  the  weight  of  pressed  straw  was 
equal  in  bulk  to  the  same  weight  of  chaff ;  but 
the  fact  was  that  the  chaff  rate  was  exceedingly 
low,  being  about  the  same  as  that  charged 
for  firewood,  and  it  was  now  a  question  of 
whether  the  straw  rate  should  bo  reduced  to 
that  charged  for  chaff  or  the  latter  raised  to 
the  ^rico  charged  for  the  former.  He  was  now 
considering  which  of  these  courses  to  adopt. 
The  reduction  of  the  straw  rate  would  mean  a 
considerable  loss  of  revenue  :  still,  the  fact 
remained  that  there  was  an  anomaly  which 
required  remedying. 

PERSONS  IMPRISONED  FOR  DEBT. 
Mr.  SEDDON  asked  the  Minister  of  Justice, 
If  it  is  true  that  persons  imprisoned  for  debt 
are,  at  the  Wellington  gaols,  placed  in  the 
same  cells  with  prisoners  who  have  been  con- 
victed of  criminal  offences?  In  reference  to 
this  question,  he  had  before  him  a  letter  which 
appeared  in  the  leading  journal  of  Wellington, 
in  which  the  writer  said,— 

"  Sib, — According  to  the  law  as  at  present  in 
force  in  this  colony,  any  person  can  be  impri- 
soned for  debt.    I  may  be  told  that  it  is  not  so 

'  — that  imprisonment  follows  the  disobeying  an 
order  of  Court  for  payment  of  a  debt,  or,  in 
other  words,  contempt  of  Court.    Well,  put  it 

'  so.  Still,  it  remains  imprisonment  for  debt. 
For  instance,  a  man  is  committed  to  gaol  for 
disobedience,  and  after  being  lodged  there  bis 
friends  pay  the  amount  of  the  claim,  and  he 
is  liberated.  This  surely  shows  that  he  has 
been  imprisoned  for  debt.  But  my  object  in 
writing  updn  this  subject  is  not  to  find  fault 
with  the  present  law  in  relation  to  imprison- 
ment, but  to  point  out  that,  if  persons  are  to 
be  imprisoned  for  debt,  at  any  rate  let  the  gaol 
of  the  Empire  City  of  New  Zealand  be  provided 
with  a  debtors'  ward,  and  not  have  poor  but 
honest  men  thrust  into  cells  occupied  by 
criminals.  A  case  has  just  been  brought  under 
my  notice.  A  respectable  resident  of  Welling- 
ton was  sent  to  gaol  the  other  day  for  making 
'default  in  payment  of  a  small  debt,  and  upon 
arrival  at  the  gaol  was  placed  in  a  cell  occupied 
by  three  criminals — namely,  a  murderer.  Lord 
Tyler,  and  another  burglar.  I  hope  that,  now 
I  have  called  attention  to  the  matter,  abler 
pens  than  mine  will  take  the  matter  up,  until 
a  howl  of  indignation  will  be  heard  throughout 
the  country  against  a  Government  of  which 
the  late  Minister  of  Justice  was  a  member. — 
I  am,  &c.,  "  Disgusted." 

He  objected,  himself,  to  recovery  of  small 
debts,  because  he  thought  it  should  not  be  a 
charge  upon  the  country.  He  objected  to  im- 
prisonment for  debt ;  and,  reading  that  persons 
so  imprisoned  were  mixed  with  criminals,  when 
he  knew  that  the  gaol  regulations  strictly  for- 
bade it,  perhaps  this  letter  might  be  written 
with  a  view  of  doing  sin  injury  to  those  in 


charge  of  the  Wellington  Gaol.  By  bringing 
the  matter  up  it  gave  fair-play  to  the  autho- 
rities :  if,  on  the  other  hand,  it  was  true  that 
debtors  were  mixed  with  criminals,  as  alleged, 
then  there  was  a  gross  breach  of  discipline,  and 
he  thought  it  would  do  no  harm  to  call  the 
attention  of  the  Minister  to  it,  so  as  to  ex- 
onerate the  gaol  ofBcials.  At  the  same  time,  if 
there  was  any  want  of  room,  it  would  be  better 
that  proper  accommodation  should  be  provided. 
He  thought  he  was  perfectly  justified  in  put- 
ting the  question,  and  hoped  the  answer  would 
be  a  satisfactory  one. 

Sir.  FERGUS  said  he  was  informed  that 
there  was  no  truth  whatever  in  the  statement. 

TEREMAKAU  BRIDGE. 

Mr.  GUINNESS  asked  the  Minister  for  Pub- 
lic Works,  Whether  he  will  take  into  considera- 
tion the  advisability  of  having  the  railway- 
bridge  over  the  Teremakau  River,  on  the  line 
of  the  Greymouth-Hokitika  Railway,  altered 
so  as  to  make  the  bridge  suitable  for  dray 
traffic? 

Mr.  MITCHELSON  said  the  cost  of  the 
alteration  of  this  bridge  so  as  to  make  it  a 
combined  one  would  not  be  very  great,  the 
estimate  being  £750;  but  the  Government 
could  not  recommend  this  expenditure,  as  the 
department  had  furnished  a  report  stating 
that  a  bridge  at  this  place  for  combined  traffic 
would  be  exceedingly  dangerous,  seeing  that 
the  approaches  were  not  open  to  view. 

LINCOLN  AGRICULTURAL  COLLEGE. 
Mr.  O'CALLAGHAN  asked  the  Government, 
Whether,  daring  the  recess,  they  will  consider 
the  necessity  of  a  complete  reform  in  the 
system  of  management  of  the  Lincoln  Agricul- 
tural College,  in  the  direction  (1)  of  placing  the 
control  in  the  heuads  of  an  experienced  and 
practical  body  of  agricultural  experts,  instead 
of  the  Board  of  Governors  of  Canterbury  Col- 
lege ;  (2)  of  providing  regulations  to  render  the 
institution  suitable  to  the  requirements  of  the 
colony,  and  available  for  the  farmer  or  yeoman 
class,  and  not  confined,  as  at  present,  by  the 
high  rate  of  fees  charged,  to  the  use  of  the 
wealthy  alone ;  also  to  render  the  farm,  so  far 
as  possible,  self -supporting  ;  and  that  the  public 
be  supplied  with  a  minute  detailed  statement 
of  accounts  of  annual  income  and  expenditure? 
And  whether  they  will  bring  in  proposals  next 
session  to  effect  the  above-mentioned  objects  7 
He  wished  to  ask  this  question  in  order  to  place 
before  the  Government  and  the  House  the 
necessity  that  existed  for  reform  in  the  system 
of  management  of  the  Agricultural  College  at 
Lincoln.  The  directions  in  which  he  wished 
to  see  that  reform  take  place  were  as  follow : 
that  the  institution  should  be  made  a  more 
popular  one,  and  should  be  placed  within  the 
means  of  the  whole  of  the  farming  class.  The 
fee  of  £C5  per  student  rendered  the  institution 
not  available  for  that  class.  Another  direction 
in  which  he  desired  to  see  reform  was,  that  a 
detailed  statement  of  accounts  should  bo  placed 
before  the  public  every  year.  Hitherto  there 
had  only  been  a  statement  laid   before  the 
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House  of  receipts  and  expenditure  for  each 
year  —  a  rough  Etatement.  That  statement 
for  the  Isist  year  was  as  follows  :  Receipts : 
Bents,  £1,007  17s. ;  fees,  £1,226  lOs. ;  sales  and 
produce,  £1,512  178.  6d. :  total,  £3,747  48.  6d. 
Then,  l^ere  was  the  expenditure  under  the 
difieient  items  of  salaries,  board  of  students 
and  staS,  travelling  -  expenses,  farm -labour, 
stock,  seeds,  &o.,  and  maintenance;  amount- 
ing, in  all,  to  £4,894  8s.  4d.  This  showed  a 
debit  balance  to  the  amount  of  £1,147  3a.  lOd. 
for  the  year  ending  the  31st  of  March  last. 
This  showed  that  the  institution,  with  the 
large  amount  it  received  from  the  rents  of  the 
endowments,  was  not  self-supporting;  and  he 
thought  it  was  only  right  that  the  public  should 
be  made  aware  of  that  fact.  Now,  at  a  late 
meeting  a  motion  was  tabled  by  a  member  of 
the  Board  of  Governors  to  the  following  eSect : 
"  That  the  Superintendent  should  be  instructed 
to  furnish  an  account  of  the  work  done  at  the 
school  during  the  past  year."  One  of  the  Oo- 
vemors  stated  that  he  doubted  the  wisdom  of 
placing  their  accounts  before  any  person  who 
chose  to  ask  for  them;  and  the  motion  was 
withdrawn  on  account  of  the  opposition  of  the 
Board  of  Governors  to  it.  The  Chairman  stated 
that  a  full  statement  of  receipts  and  expenditure 
was  laid  before  the  House,  and  was  audited  in 
Wellington.  But  this  was  not  the  mode  of 
keeping  and  publishing  the  accounts  that  he 
(Mr.  O'Callaghan)  desired  to  see  adopted.  He 
thought  the  public  had  a  right  to  see  a  de- 
tailed statement  laid  before  them  of  all  the 
work  done  in  the  institution,  and  the  expendi- 
ture that  took  place.  The  institution  as  it 
was  now  being  carried  on  was  certainly  not 
fulfilling  its  proper  functions,  and  it  certainly 
was  not  adapted  to  the  requirements  of  the 
country.  This  was  his  only  opportunity  of 
bringing  the  matter  under  the  notice  of  the 
Government ;  and  he  hoped  that  during  the 
recess  they  would  cause  full  inquiry  to  be 
made,  and  that  the  result  of  a  thorough  exami- 
nation will  be  the  effecting  of  very  considerable 
improvement  in  the  future. 

iSx,  FISHER  said  the  honourable  gentleman 
was,  no  doubt,  aware  that  his  observations 
opened  out  an  entirely  new  phase  of  the  ques- 
tion relating  to  the  management  of  the  institu- 
tion. The  College  was  uiu3er  the  management 
of  the  Board  of  Governors  of  the  Canterbury 
College,  a  body  established  by  Act,  and  there- 
lore  a  body  over  which  the  Government  had 
no  control.  He  quite  agreed  with  the  general 
tendency  of  the  honourable  gentleman's  re- 
marks in  regard  to  the  Agricultural  College 
not  being  managed  in  the  most  advantageous 
way ;  but  the  general  answer  to  the  honoiir- 
able  gentleman's  question  must  be  that  the 
Qovemment  had  no  power  to  interfere.  As  to 
making  the  fees  of  the  College  more  moderate, 
so  as  to  bring  the  benefits  of  the  institution 
within  the  reach  of  persons  of  moderate  means, 
to  give  effect  to  that  would  mean  an  entire 
revolution  in  the  management  of  the  institu- 
tion, because,  as  the  honourable  gentleman 
himself  had  said,  the  fees  charged  at  the  pre- 
sent time  had  resulted  in  a  debit  balance  of 
Mr.  O'Caffaghan 


£1,150.    He  fully  agreed  with  the  honourablft 

gentleman  that  some  effort  should  be  made  to 
popularise  the  institution,  and  he  thought  the 
most  satisfactory  way  in  which  he  could  con- 
clude his  remarks  would  be  by  saying  that  tho 
Government  would,  with  a  view  to  popularising 
the  institution,  take  the  whole  question  inta 
consideration  during  the  recess. 

DISCHARGED  WARDERS. 

Mr.  ANDERSON  asked  the  Minister  of  Jus- 
tice, The  reason  why  Chief  Warder  Ferguson 
and  Warders  Scott  and  Corrigon  were  dis- 
charged from  the  Government  service;  what 
compensation  was  granted  to  them ;  and  was 
the  compensation  granted  in  conformity  with 
the  then-existing  law  ? 

Mr.  FERGUS  said  Chief  Warder  Ferguson 
was  discharged  from  the  Government  service 
for  misconduct ;  but,  as  he  had  served  upwards 
of  nineteen  years,  and  it  was  only  towards  the 
end  of  that  long  service  that  his  habits  became 
such  as  to  necessitate  his  discharge,  the  Cabinet 
granted  him  a  compassionate  allowance  of  £66 
I'Ss.  4d.  Warder  Scott  and  Assistant  Warder 
Corrigon  were  discharged  on  account  of  failing 
health,  and  received  compensation  as  under : 
Scott,  £135  88.  Sd. ;  Corrigan,  £40.  In  each  of 
these  cases  the  compensation  granted  was  in 
conformity  with  the  then-existing  law. 

CANTERBURY   EDUCATION    BOARD 
OFFICE. 

Mr.  O'CALLAGHAN  asked  the  Minister  of 
Education,  Whether  he  has  been  informed  that 
a  Registration  Officer,  who  holds  also  the  ap- 
pointment of  schoolmaster,  has  been  warned 
by  the  Canterbury  Education  Board  that  he 
must  resign  one  or  other  of  these  offices ;  and 
whether  the  Gk>vemment  approves  of  such  in- 
terference with  an  officer  in  the  public  service? 

Mr.  FISHER  said  the  Government  knew 
nothing  whatever  of  the  matter  beyond  the 
foot  that  there  was  an  electoral  officer  in  the 
district  who,  in  addition  to  being  Registration 
Officer,  was  a  teacher  in  the  employ  of  the 
Education  Board.  He  received  £15  a  year  as 
Registration  Officer.  If  the  officer  had  received 
such  an  intimation,  he  (Mr.  Fisher)  thought  the 
interference  somewhat  unreasonable.  If  the 
services  of  such  an  officer  could  be  utilised 
for  the  benefit  of  the  public  in  this  way,  he 
thought  it  a  somewhat  unreasonable  straining 
of  official  intervention  if  what  the  honourabl» 
gentleman  had  stated  had  been  done. 

PRIVILEGE :  WORDS  USED  BY  SIB 
J.  VOGEL. 

Sir  J.  VOOEL. — Sir,  with  regard  to  certain 
amendments  I  have  given  notice  to  move,  on 
the  motion  for  going  into  Committee  of  Supply, 
I  wish  to  say  that  it  appears  to  me  that  there 
is  a  strong  desire  on  the  port  of  honourable 
members  that  the  session  should  be  ended  by 
Christmas,  and  that  therefore  any  particular 
subject  other  than  Government  business,  no 
matter  what  it  may  be,  can  hardly  be  brought 
forward  without  limiting  the  time  available  for 
discussing  the  Oovemment  measures.    Thet» 
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is  another  point  which  has  a  great  deal  of 
influence  with  me  in  the  course  I  propose 
to  take ;  and  it  is  this :  that  I  feel  it  is  not 
desirable  to  interpose  any  obstacle,  so  to 
speak,  in  the  way  of  considering — and  giving 
the  greatest  amount  of  consideration  to — the 
appropriations  on  the  estimates  of  public  ex- 
penditure. I  can  well  understand  that,  with 
a  large  number  of  notices  of  amendments  to 
the  motion  for  Committee  of  Supply  given  by 
honourable  members,  the  Government  may 
feel  less  inclined  to  give  to  honourable  mem- 
bers a  number  of  opportunities  by  adjourning 
the  Committee  of  Supply — in  other  words,  may 
allow  not  BO  large  an  amount  of  consideration 
to  questions  relating  to  public  expenditure. 
I  would  not  on  any  consideration  let  any 
matter  personal  to  myself  act  in  the  way  of 
an  obstacle  to  the  full  consideration  of  ques- 
tions relating  to  public  expenditure,  and  I  may 
say  that  that  consideration  influences  me  in 
the  largest  degree.  I  have  therefore  come  to 
the  conclusion  that  I  shall  not  bring  this 
matter  before  the  House  this  session,  and  when 
the  time  comes  I  shall  withdraw  these  notices ; 
so  that  the  Government  may  feel,  in  the  first 
instance,  that  I  shall  not  take  up  time  which 
may  be  devoted  to  other  subjects  of  larger  pub- 
lic importance,  probably,  and  also  that,  as  far 
as  I  am  concerned,  there  will  be  no  reason  for 
their  refusing  to  adjourn  Committee  of  Supply 
from  time  to  time,  to  give  the  largest  amount 
of  attention  which  can  be  given,  imder  the  cir- 
cumstances of  our  very  limited  time,  to  ques- 
tions relating  to  the  public  expenditure. 

LEGISLATIVE  COUNCILLORS. 

Mr.  SAMUEL.— Sir,  I  wish  to  make  a  state- 
ment to  the  House  on  a  matter  of  great  im- 
portance which,  I  think,  ought  to  he  brought 
under  the  notice  of  the  House  and  the  Govern- 
ment. I  believe  that  some  six  gentlemen  who 
axe  now  in  the  habit  of  taking  seats  in  the 
Legislative  Council  have  no  right  to  take  such 
seats  there,  and  that  their  seats  have  been  va- 
cated. The  gentlemen  to  whom  I  refer  are  the 
Hon.  Mr.  Pharazyn,  the  Hon.  Mr.  Oliver,  the 
Hon.  Mr.  Waterbouse,  the  Hon.  Mr.  Holmes, 
the  Hon.  Mr.  Menzies,  and  the  Hon.  Dr.  Pol- 
len. The  reason  that  causes  me  to  believe 
those  gentlemen  have  lost  the  seats  they  for- 
merly held  in  the  Legislative  Council  is  that, 
so  far  as  I  have  been  able  to  discover  from  the 
Journals  of  the  Council,  they  have  been  absent 
for  two  successive  sessions  without  the  permis- 
sion of  the  Governor,  signified  in  accordance 
with  section  36  of  the  Constitution  Act.  That 
section  provides, — 

"  If  any  Legislative  Councillor  shall,  for  two 
successive  sessions  of  the  General  Assembly, 
without  the  permission  of  Her  Majesty  or  of 
the  Governor,  signified  by  the  said  Governor  to 
the  Legislative  Council,  fail  to  give  his  attend- 
ance in  the  said  Legislative  Council,  .  .  .  . 
his  seat  in  such  Council  shall  thereby  become 
vacant." 

Now,  all  those  gentlemen  have  been,  as  far  as 
I  have  been  able  to  discover,  absent  during  the 
whole  of  two  successive  sessions  without  pet- 
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mission  for  more  than  one  session.  The  Hon. 
Mr.  Pharazyn  was  absent  during  the  whole  of 
the  session  of  last  year  and  the  first  session 
this  year,  having  hod  permission  only  for  the 
year  1886 ;  the  Hon.  Mr.  Oliver  was  absent 
during  the  whole  of  the  sessions  of  1885  and 
1886,  having  had  permission  only  for  that  of 
1883;  the  Hon.  Mr.  Waterhouse  was  absent 
during  the  whole  of  the  sessions  of  1885  and 

1886,  having  had  permission  only  for  the  year 
1885.  That  honourable  gentleman,  too,  if  I 
have  made  no  mistake  in  my  search,  and  if  my 
reading  of  the  law  is  correct,  had  previously 
vacated  his  seat,  as  he  was  absent  during  the 
sessions  of  1882  and  1888,  having  had  permis- 
sion only  for  the  year  1882.  If  he  vacated  it  the 
first  time,  he  had,  of  course,  no  right  to  take 
his  seat  again  in  the  Council.  The  Hon.  Mr. 
Holmes  was  absent  during  the  two  sessions  held 
in  1884  ;  the  Hon.  Mr.  Menzies  was  also  absent 
during  the  two  sessions  of  1881 ;  and  the  Hon. 
Br.  Pollen  was  absent  during  the  sessions  of 
1870  and  1871,  having  had  permission  only  for 
that  of  1870.  That  honourable  gentleman  also,  I 
believe,  had  previously  vacated  his  scat,  having 
been  absent  during  the  sessions  of  1866  and 
1867,  with  permission  only  for  1867.  There 
might  possibly  have  been  some  doubt  about 
the  interpretation  of  section  36  of  the  Con- 
stitution Act,  but  whatever  doubt  there  might 
formerly  have  been  appears  to  me  to  have  now 
been  set  at  rest  by  the  decision  of  the  Privy 
Council  in  the  case  of  The  Attorney -General 
of  Queensland  verstts  Gibbon.  In  that  case  a 
member  of  the  Queensland  Legislative  Council 
had  been  absent  during  three  sessions,  but  had 
obtained  leave  of  absence  for  a  period  covering 
the  whole  of  the  first  session  and  a  pnrt  of  the 
second ;  and  the  question  arose  whether,  having 
been  absent  the  whole  of  three  sessions,  in- 
cluding one  session  and  part  of  another  not 
included  in  the  period  for  which  he  had  per- 
mission, his  seat  was  vacated.  The  Constitu- 
tion Act  of  Queensland  is  almost  identical 
with  that  of  New  Zealand  in  these  respects ; 
and  a  Committee  of  the  Legislative  Council 
decided,  by  a  majority  of  three  to  two,  that 
the  seat  was  not  vacated.  Against  this  de- 
cision the  Attorney- General  appealed  to  the 
Privy  Council,  and  there  it  was  decided  that 
the  seat  had  been  vacated.  The  Bench  decid- 
ing the  appeal  was  a  strong  one,  consisting  of 
the  Bight  Hon.  Lords  Bramwell,  Hobhouse, 
and  Herschell,  Sir  Barnes  Peacock,  and  Sir  R. 
Couch.  The  judgment  of  Lord  Hobhouse  sets 
out  the  facts  of  the  case  clearly,  and  I  will 
read  it  from  the  Law  Time)  report  (23rd  April, 

1887,  Vol.  LVI.,  N.S.,  289)  :— 

"The  difficulty  in  this  case  arises  from  the 
circumstance  that  Mr.  Gibbon  received  per- 
mission to  absent  himself,  not  during  UD.y 
specified  sessions  of  the  Legislature,  but  for  a 
definite  period  of  time,  not  coinciding  with  the 
sessions  that  have  been  held.  His  leave  of 
absence  was  for  one  twelvemonth — viz.,  from 
the  23rd  December,  1882,  to  the  23rd  Decem- 
ber, 1888.  He  was  actually  absent,  first,  during 
the  session  which  began  in  June  and  ended  in 
July,  1883 ;  secondly,  during  the  session  which 
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began  in  Kovember,  18SS,  and  ended  in  March, 
1884;  and,  thirdly,  during  thq  session  which 
began  in  July  and  ended  in  December,  1834. 
In  the  coarse  of  the  next  session  the  question 
arose  whether  his  seat  had  become  vacant.  He 
had  thus  been  absent  durinf;  the  whole  of  three 
sessions,  but  his  leave  of  absence  covered  the 
whole  of  the  first  and  a  portion  of  the  second, 
80  that  it  cannot  be  said  that  ho  was  absent 
during  two  successive  sessions  without  a  per- 
mission extending  to  somo  portion  of  those 
sessions.  The  question  is,  whctlicr  such  a  per- 
mission prevents  Mr.  Gibbon's  seat  from  be- 
coming vacant.  The  question  was  referred  by 
the  Legislative  Council  to  a  Committee  of  five, 
who  sifted  it  very  carefully,  and,  by  a  majority 
of  three  to  two,  decided  that  the  seat  was 
not  vacated,  and  reported  in  that  sense.  The 
Council  adopted  the  report,  which  therefore 
comes  to  their  Lordships  with  all  tho  weight 
due  to  that  decision.  The  effective  words 
of  the  statute  are  that  '  If  any  Legislative 
Councillor  shall  for  two  successive  sessions 
fail  to  give  his  attendance,  without  permission, 
his  seat  shall  thereby  become  vacant.'  The 
word  '  fail '  is  not  applicable  only  to  instances 
of  wilful  or  negligent  failure.  It  would  apply 
also  to  the  case  of  failure  wholly  blameless — 
e.g.,  from  the  illness  of  the  Councillor.  '  Fail 
to  give  his  attendance,'  then,  is  equivalent  to 
*  be  absent  from;  '  and  the  section  therefore 
is  to  be  read,  '  If  any  Legislative  Councillor 
shall,  for  two  successive  sessions,  be  absent 
from  the  said  Legislative  Council  without 
permission.'  Without  permission  for  what? 
Why,  absence  for  two  snceessivo  sessions.  Mr. 
Gibbon  has  had  no  permission  to  be,  and  has 
been,  absent  for  two  successive  sessions.  To 
say  that  permission  to  be  absent  for  one,  or  a 
period  including  one,  prevents  the  application 
of  the  provision,  is  in  eflcct  to  say  Uiat  per- 
mission cannot  bo  given  to  be  aber.nt  for  one 
session  without  its  operating  in  effect  for  two 
sessions.  In  thoir  Lordships'  opinion  the 
statute  treats  the  non-attendance  which  en- 
tails a  penalty  as  an  entire  thing,  and  they 
consider  that  the  permission  which  is  relied  on 
to  avoid  tho  penalty  must  be  for  that  entire 
thing.  They  think  the  object  of  the  enactment 
is  attained  by  this  construction.  Absence, 
short  of  two  sessions,  oven  by  one  day,  is 
attended  by  no  consequences.  But  absence 
for  two  successive  sessions  vacates  the  seat, 
unless  leave  is  given  for  a  period  covering  such 
absence  as  a  whole.  It  is  the  absence  on  the 
lost  day  added  to  the  ^rior  absence  that  has  to 
be  justified  by  permission,  and  that  permission 
must  be  for  tlio  entire  absence.  They  must 
therefore  humbly  advise  Her  Majesty  to  allow 
the  appeal,  and  declare  that  Mr.  Gibbon's  seat 
became  vacant." 

It  seems  to  mo  that  there  can  be  no  doubt 
whatever  that  this  decision  is  binding  in  the 
present  case,  and  that  therefore  the  seats  of 
the  honourable  gentlemen  whom  I  have  named 
have  become  vacant.  I  have  thought  it  right 
to  bring  this  matter  before  tho  House,  as  the 
House  seems  to  mo  to  be  the  proper  medium 
for  me,  as  ono  of  its  members,  to  make  known 
Mr.  Satnuel 


the  discovery,  if  I  may  call  it  so,  which  I  have 
made.  I  have  no  doubt  the  Government  will 
consider  the  subject,  and  cause  a  careful 
search  to  be  made  of  the  records  of  the  Conn- 
cil,  and  cause  proper  steps  to  be  taken  as 
pointed  out  by  the  Constitution  Act— that  they 
will  have  the  matter  investigated,  and  find  out 
whether  the  seats  are  vacant.  I  may  express 
a  hope  diat,  if  they  do  find  that  the  seats  have 
been  vacated,  they  will  lose  no  time  in  bring- 
ing in  an  Indemnity  Bill,  to  prevent  these 
gentlemen  being  subjected  to  possibly  very 
hcav}'  pecuniary  loss.  I  have  taken  the  earliest 
opportunity  of  bringing  the  question  before  the 
House,  for  the  session  is  considerably  advanced, 
and  it  may  be  necessary  to  take  some  legisla- 
tive action  in  the  matter. 

Mr.  LARN.iCH. — Is  there  any  penalty  or 
fine  for  honourable  gentlemen  in  that  position 
holding  seats  which  are  really  vacant  ? 

Major  ATKINSON.  — I  cannot  inform  the 
honourable  gentleman  definitely.  Of  course  it 
will  be  the  duty  of  the  Government,  now  that 
the  matter  has  been  brought  under  its  notice, 
to  look  into  tho  question,  and  see  what  steps 
should  be  taken,  if  any. 

EDUCATION. 
Mr.  WILSON. — I  am  sorry  that  T  was  absent 
yesterday  when  tho  discussion  took  place  with 
regard  to  the  education  question.  I  under- 
stand from  some  honourable  members  who 
were  present  that  there  was  an  impression- 
on  the  minds  of  some  honourable  gentle- 
men that  the  Education  Committee  lately 
appointed  is  shielding  the  Government  in 
some  way ;  and  I  wish  to  disabuse  the  minds 
of  honourable  members  upon  that  point.  I 
am  sure  the  Government  can  perfectly  well 
shield  itself.  And  I  am  certain  that  all  the 
members  of  tho  Committee  take  the  same  view 
as  I  do  on  this  matter.  A  great  deal  of  valuable 
evidence  has  been  taken  by  the  Committee. 
On  the  19th  of  lost  month  I  asked  for  an  ex- 
tension of  time  for  a  month,  not  for  the  purx>ose 
of  shelving  the  question,  but  simply  that  we 
might  get  evidence  from  all  parts  of  the  colony, 
and  in  order  that  I  might  not  have  to  ask  for 
an  extension  of  time  from  week  to  week.  We 
have  sent  all  over  New  Zealand  asking  various 
people  for  evidence,  and  of  course  it  will  take  a 
long  time  for  this  evidence  to  come  in.  I  think 
the  Committee  are  quite  satisfied  that  they 
cannot  make  an  exhaustive  report  this  session ; 
but  they  will  bring  up  an  interim  report,  and 
hope  the  House  will  consent  to  the  Committee 
being  set  up  again  next  session  in  order  that 
tliey  may  pursue  their  inquiries  further.  As 
education  is  such  an  important  matter  in  this 
colony,  I  thmk  it  would  be  a  very  good  thing  if 
a  standing  Committee  were  set  up,  so  that  mat- 
ters relating  to  education  might  be  referred  to 
it.  The  members  of  that  Committee  would 
then  have  a  better  knowledge  of  the  education 
question  than  any  fresh  Committee  that  might 
be  set  up  for  that  purpose.  The  propo.sal  which 
I  now  make  will  morease  the  cost  of  printing 
very  considerably ;  but,  as  it  seemed  to  be  the 
wish  of  honourable  members  during  the  dia- 
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«nssion  yesterday  that  they  shoald  have  this 
«vidence  before  ihein,  I  thonght  it  right  that  I 
shonld  give  them  an  opportanity  of  voting  on 
the  question,  at  any  ratis.  There  is  still  a  oon- 
sidenible  amount  of  evidence  to  come  in.  I 
beg  to  move,  That  the  evidence,  so  far  as  it 
has  been  taken  by  the  Education  Committee, 
be  laid  on  the  table  and  printed. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

Mr.  TUBNBULL. — In  personal  explanation, 
I  beg  to  say  that  I  understand  that  the  honour- 
able member  for  Caversham  felt  aggrieved  at 
some  remarks  which  I  made  yesterday.  If  the 
honourable  gentleman  was  aggrieved  at  any- 
thing I  said  I  am  very  sorry.  I  understood 
that  the  papers  from  this  Committee  were  laid 
on  the  table,  but  not  the  report,  and  that  that 
could  not  be  brought  down  for  a  month,  and 
I  said  that  it  would  be  useless  then;  and  I 
accused  him  rather  of  having  misled  the  House. 
I  beg  to  express  my  regret  for  having  said  so, 
And  withdraw  the  remark. 

Mr.  WILSON.— The  reason  why  I  asked  for 
on  extension  was,  as  I  have  explained,  that  the 
Committee  knew  that  the  evidence  could  not 
be  brought  in  for  a  long  time,  and  I  thought  it 
would  save  time  to  ask  for  a  month's  extension 
of  time  instead  of  coming  to  the  House  every 
week. 

Mr.  BABBON.— I  did  not  feel  personally 
Aggrieved  at  anything  which  the  honourable 
member  for  Timaru  said ;  but  I  thought  that 
the  statements  of  the  honourable  member  for 
Timaru  and  the  honourable  member  for  Dun- 
edin  South  were  very  unfair  to  the  Education 
Committee:  and  the  House  will  now  see  that 
those  statements  were  altogether  unwarranted. 

LAND  BILL. 

IN  COMMITIBS. 

Mr.  MABCHANT  moved  a  new  clause  pro- 
viding that,  where  two  or  more  persons  have 
taken  up  or  become  holders  of  a  section  of 
deferred-payment  or  perpetual-leasehold  land 
as  joint  tenants,  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the 
Governor,  on  request  of  such  persons,  and  on 
snob  terms  as  he  shall  think  fit,  to  order  sub- 
division of  such  section  or  sections  into  as 
many  parts  as  there  are  joint  holders. 

The  Committee  divided  on  the  question, 
"  That  the  clause  be  read  a  second  time." 


Barron 

Beetham 

Buchanan 

Carroll 

Fraser 

Hislop 

Kelly 

Lamach 

Allen 

Anderson 

Ballance 

Buxton 

Codman 

Cowan 

Dodson 


Ates,  2.3. 
Lawry 
Moat 
Moss 
O'Conor 
Peacock 
Perceval 
Bichardson,  E. 
Samuel 

Nobs,  44. 
Feldwick 
Fergus 
Fisher 
Fish 
Fitchett 
Goldie 
Qraham 


Steward,  W.  J. 
Taylor 

Thompson,  B. 
Thompson,  T. 
Walker. 

Tellers. 
Guinness 
Marchant. 

Hodgkinson 

Izard 

Jackson 

Jones 

Joyce 

Lance 

Loughrey 


Mackenzie,  M. 
Mackenzie,  T. 
McGregor 
MoKenzie,  J. 
Mills 

Mitchelson 
Monk 
O'Callaghon 


Ormond 

Pyke 

Beeves,  B.H.J. 

Bhodes 

Bichardson,  G. 

Boss  i 

Seddon 

Seymour 


Stewart,  W.  D. 

S.-Menteath 

Tanner 

Valentine 

Ward. 

Tellers. 
Blake 
Hutchison. 


Against. 
BuBseU. 


Paib. 
For. 
Vogel. 

Majority  against.  21. 

Second  reading  negatived. 

Mr.  MABCHANT  moved  the  following  new 
clause :  "  Where  any  block  of  land  exceeding  one 
thousand  acres  in  extent  has  been  in  possession 
of  any  person  or  persons  for  a  period  exceeding 
three  years  before  the  first  day  of  December, 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  eighty-seven, 
and  no  boiUi  fide  occupation  or  improvement 
has  taken  place  on  such  land,  then  it  shall  be 
lawful  for  the  Governor,  upon  payment  of  the 
property-tax  valuation  of  such  land,  and  an  ad- 
ditional amount  equal  to  ten  pounds  per  centum 
thereon,  to  take  possession  of  such  land,  and  to 
proceed  to  administer  it  as  if  it  were,  and  such 
land  shall  thereon  be  deemed  to  be,  waste  lands 
of  the  Crown.  The  Governor  in  Council  may 
moke  such  regulations  for  giving  due  effect  to 
the  provisions  of  this  section  as  to  him  may 
seem  fit." 

The  Committee  divided  on  the  question, 
"  That  the  clause  be  read  a  second  time." 


Ballance 

Barron 

Blake 

Buxton 

Feldwick 

Fish 

Fitchett 

Fraser 

Goldie 

Grey 

Allen 

Anderson 

Buchanan 

Cadmon 

Carroll 

Cowan 

Dodson 

Fergus 

Fisher 

Grahiun 

Hislop 


Axes,  27. 
Grimmond 
Guinness 
Hutchison 
Joyce 
Kelly 
Loughrey 
McKenzie,  J. 
O'Callaghon 
O'Conor 

Noes,  32. 
Hodgkinson 
Jackson 
Lance 
Lawry 

Mackenzie,  T. 
McGregor 
Mills 

Mitchelson 
Moat 
Ttlonk 
Ormond 


Beeves,  B.-H.  J. 

Bichardson,  E. 

Samuel 

Smith 

Thompson,!. 

Tumbull. 

Tellers. 
Marchant 
Taylor. 


Pyke 
Bhodes 
Bichardson,  G. 
Boss 
Seymour 
Tanner 
Thompson,  B. 
Ward. 

Tellers. 
Pearson 
Valentine. 


Paibs. 
For.  Against. 

Steward,  W.  J.  Atkinson 

Vogel.  Bussell. 

Majority  against,  5. 
Second  reading  negatived. 

Mr.  WALKEB  moved  a  new  clause  provid- 
ing that,  notwithstanding  anything  contaoned 
in  sections  237  and  240,  l^e  Governor  in  Coun- 
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cil,  if  requested  so  to  do  by  the  Waste  Lands 
Board  of  the  district,  may,  by  Proclamation, 
declare  that  any  education  reserve  or  reserves, 
or  any  part  thereof,  shall,  at  the  expiry  of  any 
existing  leebse,  license,  or  otber  tenure,  be  dealt 
Tvith,  under  the  provisions  of  the  said  Act  or 
any  amendment  thereof,  in  such  manner  as 
shall  be  set  forth  in  such  Proclamation. 

The    Committee  divided  on    the    question, 
"  That  the  clause  be  read  a  second  time." 


Ballance 

Beetham 

Blake 

Buchanan 

Bnxton 

Carroll 

Cowan 

Dodson 

Duncan 

Feldwick 

Fisher 

Graham 

Grey 

Grimmond 


Ayes,  41. 
Hutchison 
Jackson 
Joyce 
Kerr 
Lance 
Larnach 
Loughrey 
Marchant 
Mitchelson 
Monk 

O'Callaghan 
Ormond 
Parata 
Pearson 


Pyke 

Beeves,  B.H.J. 

Bichardson,  K. 

Biohardson,  G. 

Samuel 

Smith 

Steward,  W.  J. 

Thompson,  B. 

Walker 

Ward 

Withy. 

Tellers. 
Tumbull 
Valentine. 


Noes,  2S. 
Allen  Guinness  Seymour 

Anderson  Hislop  S.-Menteath 

Barron  Hodgkinson       Tanner 

Brace  Lawry  Taylor 

Cadman  Mackenzie,  T.   Thompson,  T. 

Fergus  Mills 

Fish  Moat  Tellers. 

Fraser  Moss  Fitchett 

Goldie  Boss  McGregor. 

Majority  for,  16. 

Clause  read  a  second  time. 

Mr.  BABRON  moved.  That  progress  be  re- 
ported, and  that  it  be  referred  to  Mr.  Speaker 
to  decide  whether  the  amendment  now  moved 
by  Mr.  Walker  is  the  same  in  substance  as  one 
already  negatived  during  the  present  session, 
and  therefore  contiary  to  Standing  Order  Ko. 
100. 

The  Committee  divided. 


Allen 

Anderson 

Bruce 

Duncan 

Fergus 

Fitchett 

Fulton 

Goldie 

Hislop 

Atkinson 

Ballance 

Beetham 

Blake 

Buchanan 

Cadman 

Cowan 

Dodson 

Feldwick 

Fisher 


Ateb,  26. 
Hobbs 
Joyce 
Macarthur 
Mackenzie,  .M. 
McGregor 
McKenzie,  J. 
Mitchelson 
Moss 
Newman 

NOKS,  87. 
Graham 
Grey 

Hutchison 
Jackson 
Kelly 
Lance 
Larnach 
Levestam 
Monk 
Ormond 


Beeves,  W.  P. 

Boss 

Samuel 

Taipua 

Taylor 

Wilson. 

Tellers. 
Barron 
Fish. 


Mr.  Walker 


Parata 
Bhodes 

Bichardson,  E. 
Bichardson,  G. 
Seymour 
Smith 

Stewart,  W.  D. 
S.-Menteath 
Tanner 
Thompson,  B. 


TnmbuU  Whyte  Tellers. 

Walker  Withy.  Peacock 

Ward  Valentine. 

Majority  against,  11. 

Motion  negatived. 

Mr.  BABBON  moved,  That,  after  the  words 
"  Waste  Lands  Board  of  the  district,"  there  be 
inserted  the  words  "  and  the  bodies  in  whom 
such  reserves  are  vested." 

The  Committee  divided. 


Allen 

Anderson 

Blake 

Bruce 

Duncan 

Fergus 

Fitchett 

Fulton 

Goldie 

Grey 

Guinness 

Hislop 


Ballance 

Beetham 

Buchanan 

Buxton 

Cadman 

Cowan 

Dodson 

Feldwick 

Fitzherbert 

Graham 

Grimmond 

Hobbs 

Kelly 

Kerr 


Ayes,  34. 
Hodgkinson 
Jones 
Joyce 

Mackenzie,  T. 
Marchant 
McGregor 
McKenzie,  J. 
Mitchelson 
Moat 
Moss 
Newman 
Peacock 

Noes,  40. 
Levestam 
Macarthur 
Mackenzie,  M. 
Monk 
O'Conor 
Ormond 
Parata 
Pearson 
Pyke 

Beeves,  B.H.  J 
Bichardson,  K. 
Bichardson,  G. 
Seymour 
Smith 


Perceval 
Beeves,  W.  P. 
Bhodes 
Boss 
Samuel 

Stewart,  W.  D. 
Taylor 
Thompson,  T. 

Tellers. 
Barron 
Fish. 


S.-Menteath 

Taipua 

Tanner 

Thompson,  R. 

Tumbull 

Valentine 

Walker 

Ward 

Whyte 

.Wilson. 

Tellers. 
Hutchison 
Steward,  W.  J. 


Majority  against,  6. 
Insertion  of  words  negatived. 
The  Committee   divided   on   the  question* 
■  That  the  clause  be  added  to  the  Bill." 


Ballance 

Beetham 

Buchanan 

Buxton 

Cowan 

Dodson 

Feldwick 

Fitzherbert 

Graham 

Grey 

Grimmond 


Anderson 

Blake 

Bruce 

Duncan 

Fergus 

Fish 

Fitchett' 

Fulton 

Goldie 


Ayes,  81. 

Hobbs 

Kerr 

Mackenzie,  M. 

Monk 

Parata 

Beeves,  B.  H.  J. 

Bichardson,  G. 

Seymour 

Smith 

S.-Menteath 

Tanner 

Noes,  85. 
Guinness 
Hislop 
Hodgkinson 
Jones 
Joyce 
Kelly 
Levestam 
Mackenzie,  T. 
Marchant 


Thompson,  R. 

Tumbull 

Valentine 

Walker 

Ward 

Whyte 

Wilson. 

Tellers. 
Hutchison 
Steward,  W.  J. 


McGregor 

McKenzie,  J. 

Mitchelson 

Moat 

Moss 

Newman 

O'Conor 

Peacock 

Perceval 
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Beeves,  W.  P.   Samuel  Tellers. 

Richardson,  E.  Taylor  Allen 

Rosa  Thompson,  T.    Banon. 

Majority  against,  4. 

Clanse  neaatived. 

Sir  G.  OI&Y  moved  the  insertion  of  a  new 
clause  constituting  a  Land  Court  to  determine 
fair  rents  of  holdings. 

The  Committee  divided  on  the  question, 
"  That  the  clause  be  added  to  the  Bill." 


Ayes,  21. 

Ballance 

Joyce 

Smith 

Brown 

Kelly 

Taylor 

Buxton 

Loughrey 

Ward 

Duncan 

lIoKenzie,  J. 

Wilson. 

Peldwick 

Parata 

Tellers. 

Fitchett 

Perceval 

Itoss 

Grey 

Richardson,  E 

.  O'Conor. 

Grimmond 

Noes,  41. 

Allen 

Hodgkinson 

Richardson,  G 

Anderson 

Levestom 

Ross 

Atkinson 

Macarthur 

Samuel 

Beetham 

Mackenzie,  M 

Seymour 

Blake 

Mackenzie,  T. 

S.-Menteath 

Bruce 

Marchant 

Taipua 

Buchanan 

Hitchelson 

Taiwhonga 

CarroU 

Moat 

Tanner 

Cowan 

Monk 

Thompson,  R. 

Codson 

Kewman 

TumbuU 

Fergus 

Ormond 

Whyte. 

f'ulton 

Peacock 

Tellers. 

Graham 

Pearson 

Hobbs 

Hislop 

Rhodes 

McGregor. 

Fairs. 
For.  Against. 

Fitzherbert  Fisher 

Seddon.  Withy. 

Majority  against,  20. 
Clause  negatived. 

Mr.  AIOKK  moved  the  addition  of  a  clause 
providing  for  village-homestead  settlers  ac- 
quiring the  freeholds  of  their  sections. 

The  Committee  divided  on  the  question, 
"  That  the  clause  be  read  a  second  time." 


AUen 

Anderson 

Barron 

Bruce 

Goldie 

Grey 

Guinness 

Levestam 

Macarthur 


Atkinson 

Ballance 

Blake 

Buchanan 

Buxton 

Cowan 

Duncan 

Feldwick 

Fish 


Ayes,  26. 
Mackenzie,  M. 
Mackenzie,  T. 
Mitchelson 
Moat 
Ormond 
Parata 
Rhodes 

Stewart,  W.  D. 
S.-Menteath 

KOES,  84. 
Fitchett 
Fulton 
Graham 
Hutchison 
Joyce 
Loughrey 
Marchant 
McGregor 
McKenzie,  J. 


Taipua 

Taiwhanga 

Tanner 

Thompson,  R. 

Whyte 

Wilson. 

Tellers. 
Hobbs 
Monk. 


Mills 

Moss 

O'Conot 

Pearson 

Richardson,  £. 

Richardson,  G. 

Samuel 

Seymour 

Steward,  W.  J. 


Taylor  Walker  Tellers. 

Thompson,  T.    Ward.  Perceval 

Tumbull  Smith, 

Majority  against,  8. 
Second  reading  negatived. 

Mr.  GUINNESS  moved  a  new  clause  pro- 
viding that  the  Governor  in  Council  may  re- 
serve Crown  lands  for  endowments  for  such 
boroughs  as  he  may  think  fit. 

The  Committee  divided  on  the  question, 
"  That  the  clause  be  read  a  second  time." 


Allen 

Ballance 

Barron 

Brown 

Buchanan 

Buxton 

Dodson 

Fitchett 

Goldie 

Grey 

Hobbs 

Hutchison 

Anderson 

Atkinson 

Beetham 

Brace 

Cowan 

Duncan 

Feldwick 

Fergus 

Fish 

Fulton 


Ayes,  33. 
Joyce 
Kelly 
Loughrey 

Macarthur 
Mackenzie,  T. 
McKenzie,  J. 
Mills 
Moss 
Ormond 
Parata 
Perceval 

Noes,  29. 
Hislop 
Jones 
McGregor 
Mitchelson 
Moat 
Monk 
Pearson 
Rhodes 

Richardson,  G. 
Samuel 


Reeves,  W.  P. 
Richardson,  £. 
Steward,  W.  J. 
Stewart,  W.  D. 
Taiwhanga 
Taylor 
Walker 
Wilson. 

Tellers. 
Guiimess 
Ward. 


Seymour 

S.-Menteath 

Thompson,  R. 

Thompson,  T. 

Tumbull 

Valentine 

Whyte. 

Tellers. 
Graham 
Tanner. 


Paib. 
For.  Against. 

Levestam.  Maxchant. 

Majority  for,  4. 
Clanse  read  a  second  time. 
Tlie  words,  "  County  Councils,  Town  District 
and  Road  Boards,  Harbour  Boards,  River 
Boards,  Drainage  Boards,  Charitable  Aid 
Boards,  and  public  libraries,"  having  been 
inserted. 

The  Committee  divided  on  the  question, 
"That  the  clause,  as  amended,  stand  part  of 
the  BiU." 

Ayes,  16. 
Ballance  Macarthur         Ward 

Brown  O'Conor  Wilson. 

Cadman  Parata 

Grey  Smith  Tellers. 

Hutchison         Thomi>son,  R.    Guiimess 
Kelly  Thompson,  T.    Levestam. 


Anderson 

Atkinson 

Barron 

Beetham 

Buchanan 

Buxton 

Cowan 

Duncan 

Feldwick 


Noes,  42. 
Fergus 
Pish 
Pulton 
Goldie 
Grimmond 
Hislop 
Hobbs 
Jones 
Joyce 


Mackenzie,  M. 

Mackenzie,  T. 

McGregor 

Mills 

Mitchelson 

Moat 

Monk 

Newman 

Ormond 
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Peacock  Samuel  Tanner 

Peaison  Seymour  Tumbull. 

Reeves,  W.  P.    Steward,  W.  J.         Tellers. 
Rhodes  S.-Menteatb      Perceval 

Richardson,  E.Taiwhanga        Whyte. 
Richardson,  O. 

Majority  against,  26. 

Clause  negatived. 

Mr.  PARATA  moved  the  following  new 
clause :  "  The  Governor  may  set  apart  certain 
Crown  lands  for  Natives  in  the  South  Island, 
in  compliance  with  the  promises  made  to  the 
Maori  people  by  the  Commissioner  purchasing 
land  on  behalf  of  the  Queen." 

"She  Committee  divided  on  the  question, 
"  That  the  clause  be  read  a  second  time." 


Allen 

Anderson 

Ballance 

Cadman 

Pitohett 

Grey 

Grimmond 

Guinness 

Hobbs 


Atkinson 

Barron 

Beetham 

Blake 

Bruce 

Cowan 

Feldwick 

Fergus 

Fisher 

Fish 

Goldie 

Graham 

Hislop 

HodgKinson 

Jackson 


Ayes,  26. 
Hutchison 
Kelly 

McKenzie,  J. 
Rhodes 

Richardson,  E. 
Smith 

Steward,  W.  J. 
Stewart,  W.  D. 
Taipua 

Noes,  42. 
Jones 
Levestam 
Loughrey 
Macarthur 


Taiwhanga 

Taylor 

Thompson,  R. 

Walker 

Ward 

Wilson. 

Tellert. 
Brown 
Parata. 


Ormond 
Peacock 
Pearson 
Perceval 


Mackenzie,  M.  Richardson,  G. 
Mackenzie,  T.  Russell 


Marchant 

]\Iills 

Mitchelson 

Moat 

Monk 

Moss 

Newman 

O'Conor 


Seymour 
Tanner 
Thompson,  T. 
Tumbull 
Whyte. 

Tellers. 
Buchanan 
McGregor. 


Majority  against,  16. 

Second  reading  negatived. 
Bill  reported,  with  amendments,  and  read  a 
third  time. 

GOVERNMENT  RAILWAYS  BILL. 

IN  COMMITTEE. 

Clause  5. — Constitution  of  Commissioners. 
Mr.  FISH  moved,  That  progress  be  reported. 
The  Committee  divided. 


Ayes,  14. 

Blake 

Joyce 

Taylor 

Buxton 

Loughrey 

Walker. 

Fitohett 

Moss 

Tellers. 

Guinness 

Seddon 

Reeves,  W.  P 

Jones 

Steward,  W.J 
Noes,  38. 

Ward. 

Allen 

Goldie 

Lawry 

Atkinson 

Graham 

Macarthur 

Beetham 

Hislop 

Mackenzie,  T 

Buchanan 

Hobbs 

Marchant 

Fergus 

Izard 

McGregor 

Fisher 

Jackson 

mis 

Mitchelson 

Moat 

Monk 

Newman 

O'Conor 

Peacock 

Rhodes 


Richardson,  E.  Thompson,  T. 
Richardson,  G.  Whyte 
Russell  Wilson 

Seymour  Withy. 

S.-Menteath  Tellert. 

Tanner  Levestam 

Thompson,  R.   Pearson. 

Paibs. 


For.  Against. 

Ballance  Anderson 

Feldwick  Ormond 

Fish  Hutchison 

Grey  '    Mills 

Kerr  Fultoa 

Lance  Taiwhanga 

O'Callaghan  Valentine 

Perceval  Taipua 

Parata  Bruce 

Tumbull  Ross 

Vogel.  Pyke. 

Majority  against,  SI4. 
Motion  negatived. 

Mr.  W.  P.  REEVES  moved  to  amend  th» 
clause  by  inserting  in  the  first  line,  after  tha 
word  "he,"  the  words  "  two  Boards,  each  con- 
sisting of." 

The  Committee  divided  on  the  qnestiozi, 
"  That  the  words  be  inserted." 


Buxton 

Fitchett 

Grimmond 

Guinness 

Jones 

Joyce 


Allen 

Atkinson 

Beetham 

Buchanan 

Fergus 

Fisher 

Graham 

Hislop 

Hobbs 

Izard 

Jackson 

Lawry 


Ayes,  16. 
Loughrey 
Moss 
Rhodes 
Seddon 


Walker 
Ward. 


Steward,  W.  J.  Blake 


TelUn. 


Taylor 

Noes,  85. 
Levestam 
Macarthur 
Marchant 
McGregor 
Mitchelson 
Moat 
Monk 
O'Conor 
Peacock 
Pearson 
Richardson,  E. 
Richardson,  G. 

Faibs. 


Reeves,  W.  P. 

Russell 

Seymour 

S.-Menteath 

Tanner 

Thompson,  R. 

Thompson,  T. 

Whyte 

Wilson 

Withy. 

Tell»n. 
Mackenzie,  T. 
Newman. 


For.  Against, 

Ballance  Anderson 

Feldwick  Ormond 

Fish  Hutokison 

Fitchett  McKenzie,  J. 

Grey  Mills 

Kerr  Fultoa 

Lance  Taiwhanga 

Loughrey  Izitrd 

O'Callaghan  Valentine 

Parata  Bruce 

Perceval  Taipua 

Tumbull  Ross 

Vogel.  Pyke. 
Majority  against,  19. 
Amendment  negatived. 
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The  Oommitteo    divided  on   the   question, 
"  That  the  clause  stand  as  printed." 


Allen 

Atkinson 

Beetham 

Buchanan 

Fergus 

Fisher 

Hislop 

Hobbs 

Jackson 

La  wry 

Levestam 

Macarthur 


Ayes,  34. 
Harchant 
McGregor 
Mitchelson 
Moat 
Monk 
Newman 
O'Conor 
Peacock 
Pearson 
Beeves,  W.  P. 
Rhodes 
Bichardson.E. 


Bichardson,  G. 
Seymour 
Tanner 
Thompson,  B. 
Thompson,  T. 
Whyte 
Wilson 
Withy. 

Tellers. 
Bussell 
S.-Mentcath. 


Noes,  11. 
Blake  Jones  Ward. 

Boxton  Joyce  Tellers. 

Grimmond         Moss  Seddon 

Guinness  Walker  Taylor. 

Faibs. 
For.  Against. 

Anderson  Ballance 

Bruce  Parata 

Fulton  Korr 

Hutchison  Fish 

Izard  Loughrey 

Mackenzie,  T.  Fitchett 

Mills  Grey 

Ormond  Feldwick 

Pyke  Vogel 

Boss  Tumbnll 

Taipna  Perceval 

Taiwhanga  Lance 

Valentine.  O'Calloghan. 

Majority  for,  23. 
Clause  agreed  to. 

Clause  34.  —  Commissioners  may  grant  li- 
censes to  sell  liquors. 

Mr.    HOBBS  moved   to    insert   the   words 
"  with  the  approval  of  the  Licensing  Bench." 

The    Committee    divided  on   the  question, 
"  That  the  words  be  inserted." 


Allen 

Atkinson 

Beetham 

Hislop 

Hobbs 

Jackson 

Lawnr 

Marchant 

Mitchelson 


Ayes,  26. 
Moat 
Monk 
Newman 
Peacock 
Pearson 
Rhodes 

Richardson,  G. 
Seymour 
Tanner 


Taylor 

Thompson,  B. 
Thompson,  T. 
Ward 
Whyte 
Wilson. 

Tellers. 
Joyce 
Withy. 


Buchanan 

Fergus 

Fisher 


Levestam 
Macsirthur. 


Noes,  7. 

Tellers. 
McGregor 
S.-Menteath. 
Majority  for,  19. 
Words  inserted. 

Clause  85. — How  license-fees  dealt  with. 
Mr.  HOBBS  moved  to  strike  out  "  Commis- 
sioners for  the  purposes  of  this  Act,"  with  a 
View  to  insert  <*  locsJ  bodies." 

The  Committee  divided  on  the  question, 
"  That  the  words  proposed  to  be  struck  out 
stand  part  of  the  clause." 


Ates,  17. 

Atkinson  Mitchelson         Tanner 

Buchanan  Monk  Thompson 

Fergus  Bbodes  Withy. 

Fisher  Bichardson,  E.         Tellers. 

Marchant  Bichardson,  G.  Jackson 

McGregor  Seymour  Levestam. 

KiBS,  19. 
Allen  S.-Menteath      Whyto. 

Beetham  Taylor  Tellers. 

Lawry  Thompson,  T.    Hobbs 

Macarthur         Ward  Joyce. 

Moat 

Majority  for,  5. 

Amendment  negatived. 

Clause  agreed  to. 

Clause  9. — Chief  Commissioner. 

This  clause,  being  an  appropriation  clause, 
was  specially  referred  to  a  Committee  of  the 
whole  House. 

Mr.  MITCHELSON  moved.  That  the  blanks 
be  filled  up  by  the  words  "  one  thousand  five 
hundred  pounds "  for  the  Chief  Commissioner 
and  "  one  thousand  pounds "  for  the  other 
Commissioners. 

Mr.  TAYLOR  moved.  That  the  item  of  £1,600 
be  reduced  by  £500. 

The  Committee  divided  on  the  question, 
"  That  the  item  bo  reduced." 


Ayes,  2. 

TeUers. 

Taylor 

Joyce. 

Nobs,  24. 

Allen 

McGregor 

Seymour 

Atkinson 

Mitchelson 

S.-Menteath 

Beetham 

Moat 

Thompson,  B 

Fisher 

Monk 

Thompson,  T. 

Hislop 

Newman 

Ward. 

Jackson 

Pearson 

Tellers. 

Lawry 

Bhodes 

Buchanan 

Macarthur 

Bichardson,  G 

.  Levestam. 

Marchant 

Majority  against,  23. 

Amendment  negatived,  clause  agreed  to,  re- 
ferred to  Committee  on  the  Bill,  and  agreed 
to. 

Bill  reported,  and  amendments  agreed  to. 

The  House  adjourned  at  five  o'clock  a.m. 


LEGISLATIVE  COUNCIL. 
Wednesday,  14th  December,  1887. 

First  BeodingB— Second  Beading— A.  Owen— Faoiflo 
Mall  Bervioe— Native  Land  Administration  BUI 
— Hon.  Dr.  Pollen — Govorumont  BuBuiesx — Be- 
portlnf'  Debates— Mortgages  of  Public  Reserves 
—  Pilviloge  — Native  Land  AdminiBtratlon  Act 
Bepeal  Bill— Native  Land  Court  Bill— Govern- 
ment Loans  to  Local  Bodies  Bill— Local  Bodies' 
Loans  Bill  —  Bepresentatlon  Bill  —  Wellington 
College  and  Girls'  High  Scbool  Bill. 

The  Hon.  the  Speakeb  took  the  chair  at 
half-past  two  o'clock. 
Pbatebs. 
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[COUNCIL.] 


A.  Owen. 


[Dbo.  14 


FIRST  READINGS. 
Land  Bill,  Christchurch  Hospital  Bill. 

SECOND  READING. 
Civil  Service  Reform  Bill. 

A.  OWEN. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  BONAR  presented  a  petition 
from  A.  Owen,  praying  that  certain  blocks  of 
land,  in  which  he  claimed  to  have  an  interest, 
might  not  be  dealt  with  under  the  Native  Land 
Administration  Bill.  He  (Mr.  Bonar)  presented 
this  petition  at  the  request  of  the  petitioner, 
but  he  did  not  hold  himself  responsible  for 
any  allegations  made  in  it,  without  further  in- 
quiry. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  MANTKLL  asked  if  it  was 
competent  for  an  honourable  member  to  make 
any  remarks  on  the  question  that  a  petition  do 
lie  on  the  table ;  because  be  had  read  this  peti- 
tion, and  it  appeared  to  him  to  contain  charges 
of  fraud  against  diSorent  officers  of  the  Native 
Land  Court,  and  charges  of  collusion  on  the 
part  of  the  Judges,  which  should,  he  thought, 
preclude  it  from  being  received  at  a  period  of 
the  session  when  no  time  remained  for  its 
proper  investigation. 

The  Hon.  Jlr.  BUCKLEY  said,  if  this  petition 
was  similar  to  one  which  appeared  in  the  news- 
papers, he  entirely  agreed  with  the  Hon.  Mr. 
Mantell.  It  appeared  to  him  that  if  the  petition 
were  brought  into  Parliament  it  might  prevent 
parties  going  into  a  Court  of  justice. 

The  Hon.  Sir.  BON.\R  might  say  that  he  felt 
some  difficulty  in  regard  to  the  petition,  as 
the  allegations  made  in  it  wore  certainly  of  a 
very  strong  character,  and  reflected  seriously 
on  persons  holding  high  positions.  At  the  same 
time,  it  appeared  to  him  that  no  person  should 
be  debarred  from  the  right  of  bringing  a  griev- 
ance before  Parliament.  Of  course  it  would 
be  for  the  Fublio  Petitions  Committee  to  in- 
quire into  the  matter,  and  deal  with  it  as  they 
thought  proper.  He  knew  nothing  of  the  peti- 
tioner at  all,  or  of  the  facts  of  the  case;  but 
he  thought  the  right  of  approaching  Parliament 
should  not  be  denied  to  any  one. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  McLE.\N  asked  if  the  peti- 
tion was  couched  in  proper  language.  He  had 
not  seen  the  petition.  He  would  suggest  that 
the  debate  be  adjourned  in  order  to  allow  the 
Hon.  the  Speaker  to  look  at  the  petition  and 
see  if  it  was  a  proper  petition  to  present  to  the 
Council. 

The  Hon.  the  SPEAKER  said  he  saw  no- 
thing in  the  language,  however  grave  might  be 
the  charges,  which  would  debar  the  petitioner 
from  approaching  Parh'ament. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  WATEEHOUSE  thought 
where  petitions  contained  charges  against 
Judges  they  were  not  allowed  to  be  presented 
unless  there  was  on  undertaking  on  the  part  of 
the  person  presenting  them  that  he  would  take 
further  action  in  the  matter.  If  the  honourable 
member  was  prepared  to  take  further  action 
in  reference  to  this  petition,  it  appeared  to  him 
(Mr.  Waterhouse)  right  that  the  petition  should 
be  presented.  But,  unless  the  honourable 
gentleman  was  prepared  to  take  further  action, 


it  seemed  to  him  that  the  coarse  proposed 
might  be  attended  with  dangerous  conse- 
quences, inasmuch  as  they  might  have  persons 
rushing  the  Legislature,  calling  in  question 
the  decisions  of  the  Judges  not  only  of  the 
Native  Land  Court,  but  of  the  Supreme  Coart. 
He  thought  the  course  suggested  by  the  Hon. 
Mr.  McLean  was  the  better  one  to  adopt,  in 
order  that  the  Hon.  the  Speaker  might  look 
into  the  matter. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  RICHMOND  said  he  had 
looked  over  the  petition.  It  certainly  impugned 
the  integrity  of  the  Chief  Judge  of  the  Native 
Land  Court.  The  matter  was  otherwise  quite 
proper  to  be  received  by  the  Council.  The 
petition  ought  to  be  withdrawn  and  amended. 
The  matter  could  not  now  rest  where  it  was. 

The  Hon.  Captain  ERASER  hoped  the  Coun- 
cil would  agree  to  the  Speaker's  ruling.  If 
there  was  nothing  objectionable  in  the  peti- 
tion he  thought  it  should  be  received.  They 
would  be  denying  justice  to  people  if  they  re- 
fused to  accept  petitions,  as  was  proposed. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  McLEAN  did  not  know  any- 
thing about  the  petition.  If  it  was  determined 
to  prosecute  the  matter  further,  he,  for  one, 
would  not  refuse  to  accept  the  petition.  But 
it  was  a  very  serious  thing  to  receive  such 
petitions,  making  charges  against  Judges. 
VVhen  the  petition  was  received  it  then  be- 
came privileged,  and  was  telegraphed  all  over 
the  colony. 

The  Hon.  the  SPEAKER  said  the  Hon.  Mr. 
McLean  hod  already  spoken  on  the  question. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  WATERHOUSE  said  Stand- 
ing Order  No.  23  read  as  follows : — 

"No  petition  containing  serious  charges 
affecting  the  integrity  of  individuals  shall  bo 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table  unless  the  member 
presenting  the  same  shall  intimate  that  he 
will  propose  to  the  Council  a  resolution  in  sup- 
port of  the  charges." 

So  far  as  he  had  seen,  the  petition  under 
consideration  contained  serious  charges. 

The  Hon.  the  SPEAKER  said  that  was  a 
question  for  the  honourable  gentleman  who 
presented  the  petition.  In  his  capacity  as 
Speaker  he  could  not  interpose  his  authority  to 
prevent  any  petitioner  approaching  the  Council 
with  a  grievance,  however  serious  any  charge 
in  it  might  be,  so  long  as  the  terms  of  the 
petition  were  respectful  to  the  Council. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  SHRIMSKI  said  honourable 
members  had  not  heard  what  the  name  of  the 
petitioner  was,  or  what  the  petition  was  about. 
If  this  petition  was  the  petition  of  Mr.  Owen,  a 
similar  petition  had  been  presented  to  the  other 
Chamber,  and  bad  been  mode  public. 

The  Hon.  Captain  BAILLIE  said  Standing 
Order  No.  21  provided  that  the  only  question 
which  should  be  put  on  a  petition  being  pre- 
sented was,  "  That  this  petition  do  lie  on  the 
table." 

The  Hon.  the  SPEAKER  did  not  think  that 
that  would  preclude  the  question  of  adjourning 
a  debate.  It  appeared  to  him  to  be  reasonable 
that  any  question  that  was  put  should  be 
capable  of  being  delayed. 

The  Hon.  Mr.   MANTELL  asked  whathei 
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the  Standing  Order  referred  to  by  the  Hon. 
Mr.  Waterhouse  did  not  strictly  apply  to  such 
a  petition  as  this.  This  petition  contained 
senons  charges  affecting  the  integrity  of  indi- 
viduals— not  of  private  individuals  only,  but 
of  public  officers.  He  thought  the  Standing 
Order  pointed  out  by  the  Hon.  Mr.  Water- 
house  applied  to  a  case  of  the  kind  under 
consideration.  If  that  should  be  so,  and  the 
honourable  gentleman  -who  proposed  to  lay 
the  petition  on  the  table  desired  to  reconsider 
his  responsibility,  if  ihe  debate  xvere  adjourned 
he  would  then  have  time  for  further  considera- 
tion of  that  point. 
Debate  adjourned. 

PACIFIC  MAIL  SERVICE. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  MENZIES  asked  the  Hon. 
the  Attorney-General,  Whether  the  Govern- 
ment, before  entering  into  any  new  contract 
for  the  Pacific  Mail  Steam  Service,  will  take 
into  consideration  the  propriety  of  making 
Vancouver  the  terminus  instead  of  San  Fran- 
cisco ?  He  wished  to  say,  in  explanation,  that, 
as  he  believed  that  before  the  end  of  the  ses- 
sion the  Government  would  take  into  con- 
sideration the  question  of  a  new  contract  for 
the  carriage  of  these  mails,  he  would  like  to 
ascertain  whether  they  would  take  into  con- 
sideration the  fact  that  by  an  alternative  route 
which  was  now  open  to  it  those  mails  could  be 
carried  through  the  Empire  overland  across 
the  Continent  of  America — a  course  which 
might  be  attended  with  many  advantages. 

The  Hon.  Sir  F.  WHITAKER  might  inform 
his  honourable  friend  that  no  new  contract 
would  be  entered  into  without  fully  consider- 
ing the  circumstances  of  the  whole  of  the 
routes  available,  and  he  assured  the  honour- 
able gentleman  that  the  Government  would 
not  come  to  any  decision  which  was  not  for  the 
best  interests  of  the  colony. 

NATIVE  LAND  ADMINISTRATION 
ACT  REPEAL  BILL. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  SHRIMSKI  moved,  That  all 
the  lists  of  persons  interested  in  the  passing  of 
the  Native  Land  Administration  Act  Repeal 
Bill  be  laid  upon  the  table. 

The  Hon.  Sir  F.  WHITAKER  could  not 
allow  this  motion  to  go  in  the  form  in  which  it 
was  proposed.  It  was  abeelutely  impossible. 
The  honourable  gentleman  wanted  a  list  laid 
on  the  table  of  all  persona  interested  in  the 
passing  of  this  Bill.  He  did  not  know  to  what 
the  honourable  gentleman  particularly  re- 
ferred ;  but,  if  he  referred  to  anything  specific, 
that  was  right  enough,  and  he  (Sir  F.  Whitaker) 
should  have  no  objection  to  it ;  and,  if  the 
honourable  gentleman  meant  that  certain  do- 
cuments which  were  laid  before  the  Committee 
should  be  laid  on  the  table,  he  would  also 
consent  to  that  course. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  SHRIMSKI  said  that  was  ex- 
actly what  he  wanted. 

The  Hon.  Sir  F.  WHITAKER  said,  then 
there  could  be  no  objection  to  that  course. 
The  documents  were  in  the  hands  of  the  Com- 


mittee, and  he  had  no  control  over  them,  but 
would  see  what  could  be  done. 
Motion  agreed  to, 

HON.  DR.  POLLEN. 

The  Hon.  Colonel  BRETT  moved,  Tliat  leave 
of  absence  be  granted  to  the  Hon.  Dr.  Pollen  for 
tlie  remainder  of  the  session,  on  urgent  private 
business. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

GOVERNMENT  BUSINESS. 

The  Hon.  Sir  F.  WHITAKER,  in  moving 
the  motion  standing  in  his  name,  said  it  was 
a  usual  motion  to  submit  at  this  period  of  the 
session;  and,  as  no  objection  hod  been  taken  to 
it  on  former  occasions,  he  presumed  none  would 
be  taken  to  it  on  this  occasion. 

Motion  mode,  and  question  proposed,  "  That 
tlte  Standing  Orders  be  so  far  suspended  for  the 
remainder  of  the  session  as  to  allow  Government 
business  to  take  precedence,  and,  if  deemed  ne- 
cessary, to  eiiable  Bills  to  pass  throtigh  all  their 
stapes  at  one  sitting." — (Hon.  Sir  F.  Whitakeb.) 

The  Hon.  Mr.  REYNOLDS  would  like  to  add 
to  the  words  of  the  motion  the  following :  "upon 
motion  made  in  each  case  to  that  effect."  He  ■ 
did  not  do  this  in  any  spirit  of  opposition  to  the 
Government ;  because  all  Governments  had 
acted  alike  in  regard  to  this  matter  since  he 
had  been  in  the  Council — rushing  down  with 
the  business  during  the  last  few  days  of  the 
session ;  and  he  had  actually  seen  Bills  coming 
down  from  the  printer  when  the  second  reading 
hod  been  moved,  and  sometimes  carried  before 
the  Bills  had  been  circulated  among  honourable 
members.  He  did  not  think  there  should  be 
any  objection  to  this  amendment,  as,  according 
to  it,  it  would  only  be  for  the  Government  to 
move  that  each  particular  Bill  which  was  then 
being  dealt  with  by  the  Council  should  pass 
through  all  its  stages  at  one  sitting. 

The  Hon.  SirF.  WHITAKER  said  the  amend- 
ment brought  the  thing  to  an  absurdity,  if  a 
motion  was  to  be  made  in  each  case.  He  pre- 
sumed that  the  object  of  the  amendment  was 
to  nullify  altogether  what  was  asked  for  in  the 
motion  itself  ;  and  it  was  the  first  time  he  had 
ever  heard  of  any  opposition  to  a  motion  of 
this  character.  Every  Government,  as  far  as 
be  recollected,  had  moved  it,  and  he  did  not 
understand  why  any  opposition  was  made  to  it 
now. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  REYNOLDS  would  like  to 
explain  that  he  did  not  mean  to  nullify  the 
effect  of  the  motion  by  the  addition  of  the 
words  he  had  moved.  All  he  wished  was  that 
the  Standing  Orders  might  be  suspended,  but 
that  no  Bill  should  be  allowed  to  go  through  all 
its  stages  as  was  proposed.  This  amendment 
had  nothing  to  do  with  the  Standing  Orders, 
which  were  to  be  suspended  for  the  rest  of  the 
session. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  MoLEAN  said  the  Hon.  the 
Attorney- General  had  pretty  well  stated  what 
he  wanted  on  this  point.  However,  he  did  not 
like  thestatementoftheHon.  Mr.  Reynolds  to  go 
forth  uncontradicted,  that  in  the  Council  Bills 
were  read  a  second  time  without  being  oircu- 
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lated.    He  did  not  remember  anj  occasion  on 

which  a  Bill  went  through  without  being  circu- 
lated, unless  it  was  one  of  a  most  unimportant 
character,  and  one  which  every  honourable 
member  knew  all  about  before  it  came  forward. 
He  thought  that  honourable  gentlemen  were 
particularly  careful  as  to  how  Bills  went 
through  that  Chamber,  and  took  great  care 
to  look  after  every  Bill  that  came  there.  He 
did  not  think  they  did  their  business  in  the 
slipshod  way  which  might  be  inferred  from 
the  amendment  of  the  honourable  gentleman. 
He  quite  believed,  however,  that  that  amend- 
ment would  nullify  the  effect  of  the  motion. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  WATERHOUSE  said  it  was 
true  that  Bills  hod  boon  circulated  before  the 
second  reading  came  on ;  but  it  was  a  question 
whether  time  had  always  been  given  to  consider 
the  Bills  in  order  to  discuss  them.  He  only 
knew  of  one  case — which  occurred  thirteen  years 
ago— of  a  Bill  which  had  been  passed  without 
being  circulated.  He  recollected  that  occa- 
sion, because  it  was  a  Bill  of  a  most  important 
charaoter.  He  hoped  that  his  honourable 
friend  the  Attorney- Oeneral  would  take  care 
not  only  that  Bills  were  distributed  before  they 
came  on  for  the  second  reading,  but  that,  time 
would  be  afforded  for  honourable  members  to 
fairly  consider  them  before  they  came  on  for 
discussion.  Boferring  to  the  Land  Bill,  that 
was  a  measure  of  the  utmost  importance,  and 
ha  might  point  out  that  it  would  not  be  in 
their  hands,  probably,  before  the  following  morn- 
ing. And  yet  tbo  second  reading  of  that  Bill 
was  ordered  for  the  following  afternoon.  Ho 
thought  that  that  was  a  motion  they  ought  not 
to  be  called  upon  to  agree  to.  Another  Bill 
webs  the  Special  Powers  and  Contracts  Bill,  a 
measure  which  always  required  close  investiga- 
tion ;  and  he  hoped  that  his  honourable  friend 
would  give  the  Council  a  distinct  assurance 
that,  as  regarded  this  Bill,  they  should  have  it 
in  their  hands  at  least  twenty-four  hours  before 
it  came  up  for  discussion. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  MENZIES  concurred  very 
much  with  what  had  fallen  from  the  Hon. 
Mr.  Waterhouse.  But  he  begged  to  remind 
the  Council  that  the  matter  was  entirely  in  its 
own  hands,  and  even  though  it  agreed  to  the 
proposition  of  the  Hon.  the  Attorney-General  it 
could  still  arrest  the  progress  of  a  Bill  if  it 
were  satisfied  that  there  had  not  been  sufficient 
time  to  consider  it.  If  the  Council  took  that 
course  no  Bill  could  go  through  without  being 
tally  considered.  He  would  be  glad  to  see  the 
Council,  even  at  the  end  of  the  session,  take 
such  a  decided  step  that  it  would  not  be  hurried 
through  its  business.  In  regard  to  the  Special 
Powers  and  Contracts  Bill,  he  trusted  the  Go- 
yemment  would  not  find  it  necessary  to  bring 
in  a  Bill  of  such  a  character  this  session. 

Amendment  negatived,  and  motion  agreed 
to. 

KEPOETING  DEBATES. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  MENZIES,  in  moving  the 
motion  standing  in  his  name,  said  he  put  it  on 
the  Order  Paper  with  the  view  of  calling  atten- 
tion to  some  circumstances  which  he  Uiought 
the  Council  should  properly  understand.  It  was 
Son.  Mr.  McLean 


with  the  view  of  ventilating  the  subject  more 
than  with  any  desire  to  get  the  Council  to  agree 
to  the  proposal  made  that  he  now  moved  the  re- 
solution. And,  in  order  that  the  Council  might 
understand  the  nature  of  his  motion,  he  would 
just  indicate  in  a  few  words  the  subject-matter. 
In  a  report  of  one  of  the  early  debates  in  the 
session  a  mistake  appeared  in  the  printed  slip, 
which  attracted  the  attention  of  the  honourable 
member  who  spoke.  Attention  was  called  to  it 
in  the  Council,  the  mistake  was  corrected,  and, 
on  looking  at  the  Hansard  that  was  afterwards 
published,  it  appeared  that  no  notice  was  taken 
of  the  correction.  But,  as  the  mistake  attri- 
buted certain  words  to  an  honourable  member 
whose  other  remarks  found  in  the  context  ex- 
pressed exactly  a  contrary  opinion,  the  atten- 
tion of  the  Beporting  Debates  Committee  was 
called  to  the  circumstance  ;  and,  after  sonie 
correspondence  with  the  reporting  staff,  tho 
honourable  member  who  communicated  with 
the  Reporting  Debates  Committee  was  asked  to 
attend  a  meeting  of  the  Committee,  when  the 
chief  of  the  reporting  staS  was  also  present. 
Some  conversation  occurred.  The  reply  of  the 
chief  of  the  reporting  staff  in  this  matter  was 
not  such  as  one  might  have  expected  after  the 
member  of  the  Council  had  called  attention  to 
the  mistake,  but  was  one  which  the  honourable 
member  who  communicated  with  the  Reporting 
Debates  Committee  conceived  was  altogether 
inadequate  as  coming  from  the  agent  who  was 
employed  by  Parliament  to  present  a  correct 
report  of  what  occurred  in  the  Council.  The 
correspondence  which  had  been  laid  on  the 
table  included  a  letter  from  the  chief  of  the 
reporting  staff,  to  which  he  would  now  refer. 
It  appeared  in  the  course  of  the  inquiry  that 
not  only  had  these  remarks  in  which  the  cor- 
rections had  been  made  been  omitted  from  the 
number  of  Hansard  in  which  they  should  have 
appeared,  but,  by  some  accident  no  doubt,  the 
report  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Council  on 
that  day  was  also  omitted.  The  chief  of 
the  reporting  staff  explained  that  that  was  in 
consequence  of  an  accident :  the  copy  waa 
mislaid,  and  it  was  not  noticed  for  some  time 
afterwcurds.    Mr.  Barron  went  on  to  say, — 

"  The  Hansard  stafi  is,  nimierically,  inade- 
quate to  report  everything  that  takes  place  in 
the  Council  as  well  as  in  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives. Conseqiiently,  when  I  undertook 
the  duty,  in  1867,  of  establishing  an  official 
reporting  staff,  I  was  clothed  by  Sir  Edward 
Stafford's  (then  Mr.  Stafford)  Government, 
who  initiated  the  system,  with  the  power  of 
exercising  my  judgment  as  to  what  portion  of 
the  proceedings  should  be  reported  in  a  con- 
densed iotA,  and  what  should  be  omitted,  so 
that  full  reports  could  be  given  of  questions  of 
greater  importance.  I  have  exercised  this  dis- 
cretionary power  for  the  last  twenty  years." 

The  Council  would  observe  that  the  chief  of  the 
reporting  staff  claimed  discretion  as  to  whether 
the  reports  he  gave  of  the  proceedings  of  the 
Council  should  convey  the  whole  of  the  record, 
or  only  that  part  of  the  record  which  he  saw 
fit.  This  pcurt  of  the  claim  of  the  chief  of 
the  Hansard  staff  was  based  on  instructions 
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which  he  received  twenty  yean  ago.  The  re- 
port of  the  Committee  simply  intimated  that 
the  Committee  had  reported  on  the  snbjeot, 
but  made  no  reference  whatever  to  the  in- 
cidents which  were  the  subject-matter  of  the 
correspondence  ;  and  he  (Mr.  Menzies)  thought 
that  the  Committee  might  have  given  some 
expression  of  opinion  npon  the  matter.  He 
did  not  know  what  the  order  of  reference  to 
the  Committee  might  be ;  but  it  seemed  to 
him  that  a  Committee  which  had  a  subject  of 
this  character  under  its  consideration  should 
have  instructions  ample  enough  to  admit  of  its 
expressing  some  opinion  on  the  subject.  If 
the  Committee  did  not  feel  at  liberty  to  express 
any  opinion,  he  was  at  a  loss  to  see  what  useful 
purpose  the  Committee  could  serve.  He  did 
not  wish  to  press  the  motion.  Having  brought 
the  subject  under  the  consideration  of  the 
Council,  he  was  quite  willing  to  let  the  motion 
drop. 

Motion  made,  and  question  proposed,  "  That 
the  report  of  tJie  Re'porrting  Debates  Committee 
and  correspondence  connected  with  it,  laid 
upon  the  table  on  the  9th  inatant,  bepi-inied." 
— (Hon.  Mr.  Menziks.) 

The  Hon.  Mr.  OLIVER  said  the  Committee, 
investigating  circumstances  which  had  been 
brought  before  the  notice  of  honourable  mem- 
bers by  the  Hon.  Mr.  Menzies,  found,  in  the 
course  of  examining  a  complaint  which  he 
had  made  as  to  some  omission  or  some  mis- 
report,  that  one  day's  proceedings  of  the  Coun- 
cil had  been  altogether  omitted  from  Hamard, 
and  the  Committee  called  on  the  Chief  Beporter 
to  explain  how  that  had  taken  place.  His  ex- 
planation was  a  candid  confession  of  having 
made  a  mistake.  He  could  not  explain  why 
the  notes  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Council  on 
that  date  had  disappeared :  all  he  could  say 
was  that  they  had  disappeared,  and  he  was 
very  sorry  for  it.  He,  having  made  that  candid 
admission,  placed  himself  at  the  mercy,  as  it 
were,  of  the  Committee ;  and  the  Committee 
thought  it  would  be  strictly  performing  its 
duty  if  it  reported  to  the  Council  in  full 
the  whole  of  the  proceedings — the  questions 
which  were  asked  the  Chief  Beporter,  and  his 
explanation.  He  (Sir.  Oliver)  might  say  that 
the  Hon.  the  Speaker,  as  Chairman  of  that 
Committee,  directed  a  search  to  be  made 
through  the  Hansard  report  of  the  proceed- 
ings of  this  session,  in  order  that  it  might  be 
ascertained  whether  any  similar  omissions  had 
previously  taken  place.  It  appeared  to  the 
Committee  that,  generally  speaking,  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  Council  hod  been  faithfully 
reported  in  Hansard.  He  did  not  know  whe- 
ther the  Committee  had  failed  in  its  duty  in 
omitting  to  do  more  than  report  in  fuU  as  they 
had  done.  The  matter  was  before  the  Coun- 
cil now.  The  Council  had  the  report  of  the 
Committee  before  them.  Honourable  members 
had  had  the  report  of  the  Keporting  Debates 
Committee  before  them  for  several  days,  and 
the  question  had  been  brought  up  again  by 
his  honourable  friend  opposite.  But,  as  mis- 
takes might  occur  under  the  most  careful  super- 
Tision,  it  seemed  to  him  (Mr.  Oliver)  that  no 


great  good  would  result  bom  pursuing  this 
subject  further. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  JOHNSON  thought  the  Coun- 
cil was  indebted  to  the  Hon.  Mr.  Menzies  for 
having  drawn  attention  to  the  matter.  There 
was  one  point  which  seemed  to  him  of  greater 
importance,  perhaps,  than  this  which  had  been 
more  particularly  referred  to,  and  that  was 
that,  hrom  the  Chief  Beporter's  reply  to  the 
question  that  had  been  put  to  him,  it  appeared 
that  he  used  his  discretion  ob  to  what  should 
be  reported  in  .Hansard  and  what  omitted; 
that  he  was  guided,  apparently,  by  instruc- 
tions, as  he  stated,  which  had  been  given 
him  many  years  ago,  when  Mr.  Stafford,  now 
Sir  Edward  Stafford,  was  in  office.  He  (Mr. 
Johnson)  was  not  aware  that  any  such  rule 
existed  with  regard  to  reporting  the  debates  of 
the  Council.  He  did  not  know  whether  honour- 
able members  were  aware  of  it,  nor  did  he 
know  whether  much  importance  should  be  at- 
tached to  it — that  was  to  say,  whether  it  was 
ever  carried  into  effect ;  but  he  thought  that 
it  should  be  clearly  understood.  He,  for  his 
part,  thought  that  it  was  a  discretion  which 
should  not  be  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  Chief 
Beporter.  He  thought  that  the  reporters  should 
give  full  and  clear  reports  of  everything  that 
took  place,  and  not  simply  omit  what  the  Chief 
Beporter  might  deem  to  be  insignificant  and 
unnecessary  to  be  reported. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  SCOTLAND  desired  to  point 
out  that  Mr.  Barron  had  taken  upon  himself 
to  introduce  another  innovation  this  session. 
On  the  second  reading  of  a  Bill,  where  no 
debate  took  place,  he  noticed  that  what  the 
honourable  member  who  moved  the  second 
reading  said  was  not  reported  at  all. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  MENZIES  was  quite  satisfied 
with  having  drawn  the  attention  of  the  Council 
to  the  matter.  He  trusted  honourable  mem- 
bers would  not  fail  to  see  that  it  was  a  matter 
of  very  considerable  importance  to  the  Council 
to  know  whether  they  could  rely  on  the  reports 
of  the  proceedings  being  given  or  not.  The 
power  he  had  referred  to  ought  to  rest  with  the 
Council,  and  not  npon  the  discretion  of  the 
Chief  Beporter.  If  Hansard  was  to  be  re- 
garded as  of  any  value  whatever,  the  reports 
should  be  an  accurate  account  of  what  took 
place. 

Motion  negatived. 

MOBTGAGES  OF  PUBLIC  BESERVES. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  HABT.— Having  seen  in  the 
copy  of  a  Bill — which  may  not  have  come  np  to 
this  Council,  but  will  come  before  it— a  proposal 
to  give  a  power  to  a  certain  body  to  mortgage, 
with  power  of  sale,  a  public  reserve  in  this  town, 
I  thought  it  desirable  to  amend  my  motion  by 
inserting,  after  the  words  "in  any  public  re- 
serve," the  words  "  in  any  city,  town,  or  town- 
ship." The  object  of  my  motion  is  to  obtain  an 
expression  of  opinion  on  the  part  of  the  Council 
upon  a  subject  of  very  considerable  importance. 
There  can  be  no  doubt  that,  in  the  laying- 
out  of  towns  in  this  colony,  in  most  cases  there 
has  been  an  absence  of  due  provision  for  the 
wants  of  the  public  in  the  way  of  public  re- 
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serves ;  and  it  beoomes  therefore  a  matter  of 
the  utmost  importance  that  what  reserves  there 
are  for  public  purposes  should  not  be  disposed 
of  and  become  private  property.  It  occasion- 
ally happens  that  such  reserves  become  vested 
in  some  trust  for  the  public  purpose  approved 
of  by  the  State,  and  with  the  intention  and 
in  anticipation  that  the  reserve  vested  in  the 
body  for  that  public  purpose  \vill  continue  in 
perpetuity  to  be  used  for  that  purpose.  Then, 
It  is  discovered  that  the  body,  in  order  to  make 
it  more  useful,  requires  certain  buildings  to  be 
placed  upon  it ;  and,  for  the  purpose  of  obtoin- 
mg  the  money  for  erecting  such  buildings,  it 
seeks  from  the  Legislature  authority  to  execute 
a  mortgage  on  the  reserve,  with  the  power  of 
sale,  so  that,  if  the  body  fails  to  pay  interest  on 
the  mortgage,  this  reserve  is  sold,  and  becomes 
private  property.  I  think  the  Legislature  is 
unwise  in  giving  such  powers,  when,  by  giving 
another  power,  it  can  authorise  arrangements 
to  be  meido  which  will  probably  answer  every 
purpose — that  is,  by  authorising  a  mortgage  for 
a  term  of  years  only,  so  that  at  the  end  of  that 
term  of  years  the  land  so  mortgaged  will  again 
be  deemed  the  public  property  of  the  colony.  I 
think  the  Legislature  should  regard  the  inter- 
ests of  the  future  inhabitants  of  our  towns, 
and  not  give  the  power  of  sale  outright  of  pro- 
perty which  should  be  a  perpetual  endowment 
lor  tlie  public  benefit.  Under  these  circum- 
stances, I  move  the  motion  standing  in  my 
name,  TItat,  in  the  opinion  of  this  Council, 
every  potoer  to  ittortgage  land  included  in  any 
public  reserve  in  any  city,  toum,  or  totvnship 
under  tlte  authority  of  an  Act  of  tlie  General 
Assembly  slumld  be  limited  to  tlie  execution  of 
such  mortgage  for  a  term  of  years  not  erceeding 
sixty-three  years,  with  power  of  sale  for  such 
term  of  years  only. 

The  Hon.  Sir  F.  WHITAKER.— I  think  it 
would  be  unwise  of  the  Council  to  pass  this 
resolution  in  the  form  in  which  it  is  proposed. 
It  appears  to  me,  as  my  honourable  friend  has 
stated,  that  there  is  very  great  difficulty  in 
reference  to  these  mortgages  of  property  of  the 
character  to  which  he  refers;  because,  no 
doubt,  in  the  case  of  sale  they  would  pass  away 
altogether  from  the  purpose  for  which  these 
reserves  were  intended.  I  should  like  very  well 
to  see  mortgages  made  on  property  of  this 
description  simply  enabling  them  to  be  token 
possession  of  for  the  time,  and  that  there  should 
be  no  power  of  sole  given  at  all.  I  am  afraid, 
however,  that  that  would  amount  to  a  pro- 
hibition of  mortgaging.  No  one,  unless  tho 
power  of  sale  is  given,  will  lend  money  upon 
mortgage,  and  especially  upon  buildings  such 
as  my  honourable  friend  refers  to,  because  these 
buildings  would  not  be  available  for  letting  for 
many  purposes.  I  apprehend  that  the  honour- 
able gentleman  is  alluding  to  the  Wellington 
Girls'  High  School  Bill.  Whether  it  is  desirable 
that  the  Board  of  Oovemors  should  be  able  to 
mortgage  that  property  or  not  will  be  a  matter 
for  our  consideration  presently.  The  Bill  is 
down  for  second  readmg,  and  will  come  on 
later.  I  think  to  pass  a  general  resolution  of 
this  kind  would  not  do  at  ail,  for  every  year,  of 
Hon.  Mr.  Bart 


conrse,  the  property  would  deoreaae  in  vahte, 
and  I  do  not  think  it  would  be  found  that  any 
persons  would  be  willing  to  lend  money  on  it. 
The  question  will  come  more  properly  before 
us  when  we  come  to  consider  the  Bill  in  which 
such  a  power  to  mortgage  is  given.  Then  it 
will  be  a  matter  for  consideration  whether  any 
limitation  should  be  made  in  this  case  or  not. 
I  think  it  very  unwise  for  the  Council  to  lay 
down  any  general  rule.  Cach  case  should 
stand  on  its  own  merits.  In  the  case  of  the 
Wellington  Girls'  High  School  Bill,  if  my 
honourable  friend  desires  to  limit  the  power  of 
sale  in  that  instance  he  could  move  an  amend- 
ment when  the  Bill  comes  before  the  Council. 
I  think  that  is  a  very  much  better  way  of 
dealing  with  the  matter  than  passing  a  general 
resolution  of  this  description;  because  the 
question  will  come  up  again  when  the  motion 
mr  the  second  reading  of  the  Bill  is  made,  and 
this  resolution  will  only  prejudice  the  con- 
sideration of  it  to  a  certain  extent.  I  shall 
therefore  oppose  the  motion. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  McLEAN. — I  do  not  agree  with 
the  motion,  but  I  propose  to  amend  it,  and  to 
amend  it  in  such  a  way  that  it  will  follow  the 
course  which  the  Council  has  always  taken 
on  similar  occasions — namely,  to  refuse  to  give 
the  power  of  sale  altogether.  As  surely  as 
we  give  a  power  of  sale  so  surely  will  these 
reserves  go  some  day  or  other.  In  tho  cases 
of  other  high  schools  this  power  has  not  been 
given :  then  why  should  Wellington  be  spe- 
cially excepted  7  I  know  cases  in  which  there 
has  been  no  difficulty  in  raising  the  money  with- 
out the  power  of  sale.  To  any  one  who  wants  to 
lend  money  this  is  one  of  the  best  securities  he 
could  lend  upon.  There  is  an  income  from  the 
property;  and  as  long  as  he  gets  the  interest 
what  does  he  care  about  the  principal  ?  There 
are  many  people  who  keep  on  receiving  interest, 
and  who  do  not  think  of  the  principal  at  all. 
I  propose  to  amend  the  motion  as  follows : 
To  strike  out  the  words  "  with  power  of  saU  for 
such  term  of  years  only,"  and  to  insert  the 
words  "  without  tlie  power  of  sale." 

The  Hon.  Sir  P.  WHITAKER.— I  hope  the 
Council  will  accept  neither  the  motion  nor  the 
aimendment,  but  will  allow  each  particular 
case  as  it  comes  before  the  Council  to  be  dealt 
with  on  its  merits. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  BONAR.— It  seems  to  me  that 
there  would  be  an  inconvenience  in  |)assing  a 
general  resolution  like  this.  I  think  it  would 
be  much  better  to  deal  with  each  question  as  it 
arises.  If  we  pass  a  resolution  in  either  of  the 
forms  proposed  the  Council  will  not  be  bound 
by  it.  Therefore  I  think  it  is  not  desirable  to 
pass  such  a  resolution. 

Motion  amended,  and  motion,  as  amended, 
negatived. 

PRIVILEGE. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  TAIAROA.— Before  you  call 
on  the  orders  of  the  day.  Sir,  I  wish  to  draw 
attention  to  a  paragraph  which  I  saw  in  one  of 
the  newspapers  this  morning. 

The  Hon.  the  SPEAKER.— Is  the  honour- 
able gentleman  speaking  to  a  point  of  order  or 
a  question  of  privilege  ? 
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The  Hon.  Mr.  TAIASOA.— Sir,  I  believe  I 
am  speaking  to  a  question  of  privilege.  I  think 
that  the  paragraph  referred  to  onght  to  be  read 
to  the  Council.  It  refers  to  the  Legislative 
Connoil,  and  purports  to  be  a  report  of  pro- 
ceedings in  another  Chamber,  where  Mr.  Samuel 
raised  a  question. 

The  Hon.  the  SPEAKER.— It  appears  to 
me  that  any  question  referring  directly  to  a 
debate  in  the  other  House  is  quite  out  of  order. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  TAIAROA.— But  it  is  a  para- 
graph which  appeared  in  one  of  the  local  news- 
papers. 

The  Hon.  the  SFEAKEB.— But  we  cannot 
notice  questions  that  are  debated  in  another 
Chamber. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  TAIABOA.— Sir,  I  wish  to  ask 
for  some  explanation,  because  I  have  heard 
statements  made  about  certain  honourable 
members  in  this  Council.  I  do  not  take  this 
step  because  I  have  any  enmity  towards  those 
honourable  gentlemen,  but  because  I  think  it 
is  a  matter  which  should  be  looked  into.  The 
honourable  gentlemen  referred  to  were  the 
Hon.  Mr.  Waterhouse,  the  Hon.  Mr.  Oliver, 
the  Hon.  Mr.  Pharazyn,  the  Hon.  Mr.  Menzies, 
the  Hon.  Mr.  Holmes,  and  another  honourable 
member,  whose  name  I  cannot  recollect.  Sir, 
when  I  heard  this  reference  made  to  the  seats 
of  honourable  members  in  this  Council,  it 
brought  to  my  mind  the  facts  of  my  own  case 
when  I  was  formerly  a  member  of  this  Council. 
My  seat  in  this  Council  was  cancelled  without 
my  having  done  anything  to  justify  that  course ; 
and,  when  I  heard  statements  which  were  cal- 
culated to  do  harm  to  my  name,  and  which 
threw  doubt  on  my  rights  in  this  Council,  I 
left  the  Chamber.  I  think  this  is  a  matter 
that  should  be  considered  by  the  Council.  The 
matter  is  being  discussed  outside  this  Chamber, 
as  it  has  appeared  in  the  newspaper  of  this 
morning.  I  wish  to  assure  the  honourable 
members  whose  names  I  have  mentioned  that 
it  is  not  from  any  personal  feelings  that  I 
bring  this  forward  ;  but  I  think  it  is  a  question 
which  should  be  inquired  into.  I  have  no 
ill-feeling  towards  them,  nor  any  desire  to  do 
them  an  injustice ;  neither  do  I  like  to  hear 
their  names  spoken  of  as  I  myself  was  spoken 
of  formerly ;  and  I  hope  they  will  not  attribute 
any  ill-feeling  or  discreditable  motives  to  my- 
self. I  have  no  doubt  they  have  seen  what  I 
refer  to,  and  are  just  as  well  aware  of  what 
has  occurred  as  I  am  myself.  I  will  there- 
fore content  myself  with  having  brought  the 
matter  under  the  notice  of  the  Council. 

The  Hon.  the  SPEAKER.— Perhaps  I  should 
qnote  the  authority  generally  acknowledged 
to  be  a  standing  authority  on  this  question. 
May,  in  his  "  Parliamentary  Practice,"  says : 
"Whatever  matter  arises  concerning  either 
House  of  Parliament  ought  to  be  discussed  and 
adjudged  in  that  House  to  which  it  relates,  and 
not  elsewhere." 

NATIVE  LAND  ADMINISTRATION  ACT 
REPEAL  BILL. 
On  the  motion  for  the  committal  of  this  Bill, 
The  Hon.  Mr.  SHBIMSKI  said,- Before  the 


Bill  is  committed,  I  wish  to  ask  the  honootable 
gentleman  in  charge  to  adjourn  the  further 
consideration  of  the  measure  till  to-morrow,  to 
enable  us  to  look  at  the  lists  to  which  I  have 
previously  referred,  as  the  Council  may  be  in 
total  darkness  as  to  the  objects  which  I  have 
in  moving  for  them.  This  measure,  it  is  true, 
is  a  very  small  one,  only  consisting  of  a  few 
clauses ;  but  the  object  of  the  Bill  is  of  very 
great  importance,  and  I  hope  the  Government 
will  see  tiieir  way  to  postpone  it  till  to-morrow, 
in  order  that  we  may  see  the  lists  referred  to. 

The  Hon.  Sir  F.  WHITAKEB.— The  only 
objection  I  have  to  that  is  the  shortness  of  time 
that  is  now  at  our  disposal  in  which  tliese 
Bills  have  to  go  through  the  Council  and  also 
through  the  House  of  Representatives.  I  pre- 
sume the  list  referred  to  is  among  the  papers 
of  the  Committee,  and  can  bo  obtained  from 
the  Chairman  of  that  Committee.  But  I  am 
anxious  that  these  Bills  should  go  on.  There  is 
much  business  before  the  Council.  Probably 
it  will  answer  my  honourable  friend's  view  if 
we  go  into  the  Bill  to-day,  and  then  allow  it  to 
stand  over  till  to-morrow.  He  can  obtain  all 
he  wants  this  afternoon  or  this  evening,  and  if 
he  will  agree  to  that  I  will  take  care  that  the 
Bill  shall  not  be  passed  till  the  honourable 
gentleman  has  had  every  opportunity  of  perus- 
ing the  lists. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  SHRIMSKI.— I  am  sorry  to 
say  that  I  cannot  accept  the  proposal  of  the 
honourable  gentleman,  because  the  Bill  deals 
with  very  important  matters,  and  many  trans- 
actions, some  of  which,  no  doubt,  are  very 
just  and  proper,  though,  as  to  others,  I  am 
doubtful  as  to  their  nature.  The  measure 
also  changes  the  legislation  regarding  dealing 
with  Native  lands  which  was  passed  in  1886, 
prohibiting  the  dealing  with  Native  lands  ;  and 
now  a  measure  is  summarily  iiitroduced,  and 
its  second  reading  has  been  passed,  and  it  has 
been  proposed  that  it  should  go  into  Com- 
mittee, without  our  having  an  opportunity  of 
satisfying  ourselves  with  regard  to  the  object 
and  the  effect  of  the  Bill.  I  think  this  is  a 
very  serious  thing,  and  I  say  that  I  do  not  take 
this  action  with  the  slightest  intention  of  ob- 
structing the  Government  in  the  conduct  of 
their  business  ;  but  we  come  here  to  discharge 
our  duty ;  and  I  desire,  before  the  Bill  is  pro- 
ceeded with  further,  that  the  papers  I  have  re- 
ferred to  shall  be  laid  on  the  table,  so  as  to 
show  who  are  interested  in  these  transactions. 
A  former  Attorney-General  barred  the  way 
which  has  been  opened  by  the  present  At- 
torney-General, by  which  means  these  trans- 
actions can  be  carried  out. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  TAIAROA.— I  agree  with  the 
Hon.  Mr.  Shrimski  in  asking  that  this  Bill  be 
postponed  till  to-morrow.  I  think,  however, 
there  is  no  objection  to  go  on  with  the  Native 
Land  Court  Act  Amendment  Bill.  But  the  Na- 
tive Land  Administration  Act  Repeal  Bill  is  a 
matterwhich  requires  considerable  attention  be- 
fore passing  it.  I  understand  that  the  intention 
of  the  Bill  is  to  allow  certain  transactions  to  be 
continued  or  completed  which  were  prohibited 
and  put  a  stop  to  by  the  Act  which  this  repeals. 
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I  have  been  told  that  this  Bill  in  to  allow  trans- 
actions to  bo  completed  which  transactions 
were  the  very  ones  which  were  intended  to  be 
closed  by  the  Act  of  1886.  I  have  only  just 
realised  the  effect  that  this  measure  will  have, 
and  that  this  Bill  is  to  enable  transactions  to 
be  completed  which  were  refused  and  put  a 
stop  to  under  the  Act  of  1886.  It  was  for  that 
reason  that  I  moved  that  this  Bill  should  not 
apply  to  Native  lands  in  the  Middle  Island  and 
Stewart  Island.  I  think  I  am  quite  justified 
in  making  this  motion  which  appears  on  the 
Order  Paper,  seeing  that  I  am  the  person  who 
manages  and  directs  nearly  all  the  tramactions 
of  these  lands ;  and  when  I  agreed  to  the  pass- 
ing of  the  Act  in  1886  I  did  so  on  the  supposi- 
tion that  it  only  applied  to  transactions  and 
dealings  with  Native  lands  in  the  North  Island. 
I  am  convinced  of  this,  because  the  Natives  of 
the  other  Island  have  to  take  oare  of  them- 
selves, as  the  Government  do  not  in  any  way 
make  any  provision  for  them;  and  I  protest 
against  my  own  people  being  treated  in  this 
way,  as  though  they  were  not  human  beings, 
I  trust  that  the  Government  will  allow  the 
amendment  which  I  propose  to  be  passed ; 
otherwise  I  should  feel  compelled  to  oppose 
the  passing  of  this  Bill  in  all  its  stages.  I 
do  not  think  it  is  right  that  wo  should  legis- 
late only  for  the  benefit  of  the  Europeans, 
and  not  do  so  for  the  Natives,  to  whom  the 
lands  belong.  I  think,  if  any  dealings  are  to  be 
allowed  at  all,  the  whole  matter  of  purchase 
should  be  allowed  to  bo  open  e^nd  free  to  all, 
and  that,  if  anybody  should  be  allowed  to^doal, 
the  Natives  should  also  be  free ;  otherwise 
overvthing  should  be  closed.  When  the  Hon. 
the  Premier  mode  bis  Financial  Statement  in 
the  other  Chamber  he  mentioned  that  the 
lands  held  by  the  Natives  in  severalty  who  were 
living  among  Europeans  should  be  exempted 
from  these  restrictions.  Now,  I  say  that  in 
this  Bill  he  still  prevents  this  very  dealing  with 
their  property,  and  that  he  has  only  opened  the 
door  to  certain  Europeans  whose  purchases  are 
incomplete.  Now  I  will  compare  the  speech 
mode  by  the  Premier  with  the  Bill  now  before 
us.  When  that  speech  was  delivered  the 
Natives  undei-stood  that  the  lands  held  by  them 
in  severalty  might  be  dealt  with,  and  the  Pre- 
mier also  made  that  statement  to  the  deputa- 
tion of  Natives  who  waited  upon  him ;  and  the 
object  of  the  Natives  who  this  year  applied 
for  the  restrictions  imposed  by  the  Act  of  1886 
to  be  removed  was  more  in  reference  to  the 
land  hold  by  themselves.  I  think  that  the 
lands  in  reference  to  which  the  Government 
should  exercise  most  caution  would  be  the 
land  held  by  a  number  of  Natives,  and  lands 
which  have  not  yet  had  the  Native  tiilo  ex- 
tinguished. When  the  Bill  was  first  intro- 
duced I  intended  to  support  it,  thinking  that 
it  imposed  no  restrictions  upon  the  lands  held 
in  severalty,  and  would  not  apply  to  the  lands 
in  the  South  Island ;  and  I  urged  that  it  should 
be  referred  to  a  Select  Committee  in  order 
that  the  amendments  which  I  desired  might 
be  inserted  could  be  considered.  I  find  that 
the  amendments  made  in  Committee  only 
Hon.  Mr.  Taiaroa 


amount  to  certain  verbal  amendments,  which 

do  not  meet  my  wishes.  They  only  authorise  the 
completion  of  deeds  and  leases  which  have 
been  begun  before  a  certain  date ;  and  the 
Government  have  not  made  any  amendment 
to  meet  the  case  to  which  I  refer,  in  which  the 
Natives  desire  to  be  allowed  to  renew  exist- 
ing mortgages.  That  is  one  matter  which  is 
causing  the  Natives  groat  trouble.  And  there 
is  no  provision  made  for  Natives  who  have 
purchased  land  from  other  Natives,  which 
was  formerly  the  case,  as  though  they  were 
European  holders.  The  only  lands  which  they 
can  now  deal  with  are  lands  which  they  have 
purchased  from  the  Crown  or  Europeans,  and, 
further,  there  is  no  provision  for  lands  which 
Natives  have  bought  from  other  Natives  by 
permission  of  His  Excellency.  Under  the  Acts 
which  were  formerly  in  existence  such  lands 
were  considered  to  be  on  the  same  footing 
as  European  lands.  I  do  not  think  that  the 
Council  can  say  that  the  Natives  would  be 
losers  if  that  were  permitted,  because  the  Native 
is  paid  by  money  belonging  to  another  Maori, 
and  such  Native  would  have  to  purchase  with 
his  own  money  :  it  is  not  as  though  any  money 
was  given  to  him  by  the  Government.  I  do 
not  see  how  the  Government  can  possibly  say 
that  the  prohibition  of  such  dealings  is  for  the 
benefit  of  the  Natives,  and  I  think  the  Council 
should  insert  a  provision  that  any  land  bought 
by  a  Maori  from  another  Maori  should  be 
treated  as  though  it  were  European  land.  I 
think  the  Europeans  completely  misunderstand 
the  case,  and  think  that  the  Natives  are  not 
in  the  habit  of  purchasing  each  other's  lands; 
but  that  was  the  course  pursued  by  them  for 
many  years  before  the  Europeans  came.  They 
of  course  did  not  make  such  purchases  with  cash, 
but  bought  with  greenstone  and  other  articles. 
I  do  not  wish  honourable  members  to  misunder- 
stand what  I  am  alluding  to.  I  refer  to  lands 
where  a  Native  may  have  obtained  a  Crown 
grant  from  the  Native  Land  Court,  and  when 
another  man  makes  him  an  offer  they  conclude 
a  purchase.  And  when  such  transactions  are 
authorised  by  the  Governor  or  Commissioner 
I  think  such  land  should  be  treated  as  Euro- 
pean land.  The  Natives  have  always  been  told 
that  when  they  hold  their  land  individually 
they  can  do  as  they  choose  with  it.  And  in 
the  Crown  grants  that  are  issued  to  the  Natives 
are  inserted  the  words,  "  the  Crown  has  granted 
to  the  individual  named  and  his  heirs  for  ever." 
In  the  Qazette  notices  it  also  states  that  when 
the  title  is  ascertained  the  land  shall  belong 
to  such  persons.  I  will  now  speak  more 
particularly  with  reference  to  the  amendmente 
standing  in  my  name.  I  will  give  my  reason 
for  supporting  the  motion  for  the  adjournment 
of  the  debate.  I  would  ask  leave  to  read  a 
memorandum  written  by  Judge  Hackay  with 
reference  to  this  matter  : — 

"  Ee  your  letter  of  even  date,  enclosing  a 
copy  of  certain  words  you  propose  to  move 
should  be  added  to  clause  9  of  'The  Native 
Land  Administration  Act  Repeal  Act,  1887,'  to 
exempt  the  Native  reserve  lands  in  the  Middle 
Island  from   the    operation   of    the   Act,    in 
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which  you  request  me  to  furnish  an  expression 
of  opinion  touching  the  effect  of  the  words 
referred  to  if  added  to  the  Act — that  is  to  say, 
as  regards  the  advantage  or  disadvantage  that 
might  ensue  if  your  object  was  affirmed,  as  well 
as  the  disadvantage  that  will  occur  if  the  Act 
is  not  amended  so  as  to  exclude  the  Middle 
Island.  As  regards  the  first  point  referred  to 
by  you,  no  disadvantage  can  occur,  as  the  land 
in  the  Middle  Island  is  held  under  an  entirely 
'different  tenure  from  land  owned  by  Natives 
in  the  North  Island.  In  the  Middle  Island 
the  land  is  held  under  restricted  title,  the 
owners  being  confined  to  granting  a  lease  for 
twenty-one  years.  No  other  disposition  can  be 
effected  without  the  consent  of  the  Governor ; 
consequently  no  injurious  effect  can  take  place 
through  the  Natives  being  allowed  to  deal  with 
their  lands  so  far  as  the  nature  of  the  title 
permits.  With  reference  to  the  question  asked 
as  to  the  disadvantages  that  will  occur  if  the 
Act  is  made  to  apply  to  the  Middle  Island,  the 
consequence  will  be  that  Natives  owning  laud 
in  severalty,  who  have  hitherto  had  the  privilege 
of  leasing  these  lands  without  fear  of  trans- 
gressing the  law,  will  now  be  debarred  from 
doing  so,  to  their  detriment  and  pecuniary  in- 
convenience. No  harm  can  come  of  the  Midillo 
Island  reserves  being  exempted  from  the  opera- 
tion of  the  Act,  for  the  reason  already  pointed 
out — that  the  owners  have  only  the  right  of 
disposing  of  these  lands  by  lease  for  twenty-one 
years.  The  position  of  the  matter  in  the 
North  is  very  different :  there  the  land  is  held 
under  many  different  conditions  ;  and  circum- 
stances that  would  justify  a  measure  of  this 
kind  being  passed  for  such  lands  would  have 
no  applicability  in  the  other  Island,  owing  to 
the  Natives'  property  there  being  held  on  a 
different  basis." 

I  t'lerefore  support  the  Hon.  Mr.  Shrimski 
in  hib  motion  that  the  consideration  of  this  Bill 
be  postponed. 

Thu  Hon.  Sir  P.  WHITAKEB.— If  we  are 
allowed  to  go  into  Committee  on  the  Bill  I  will 
move  that  progress  be  reported,  after  the  first 
clause  is  passed.  The  Bill  will  then  come 
on  to-morrow ;  and  if  I  can  obtain  it  I  shall 
produce  the  document  which  has  been  referred 
to.  I  am  anxious  to  advance  the  Bill  a  stage, 
eo  that  we  may  be  making  some  progress.  As 
to  the  other  two  Bills,  I  apprehend  that  there 
will  bo  no  objection  to  them.  We  can  move 
the  three  Bills  into  Committee,  and  then  re- 
port progress  on  the  Native  Land  Administi-a- 
tion  Bill. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  MENZIES.— The  second  read- 
ings of  these  Bills  were  moved  formally,  with- 
out debate.  It  was  understood  that  the  debate 
on  the  whole  matter  would  be  taken  after  the 
Bills  came  from  the  Committee.  I  think  the 
honourable  gentleman  should  state  the  reasons 
•which  have  induced  the  Government  to  bring 
forward  the  Bills. 

The  Hon.  Sir  F.  WHITAKER.— The  honour- 
able gentleman  is  under  a  misapprehension. 
I  made  a  speech  of  considerable  length  in  ex- 
plaining the  provisions  of  the  Bill  on  the 
motion  for  the  second   reading.    No   debate 


took  place,  I  am  aware ;  but  I  fulfilled  my 
duty  to  the  letter.  I  then  said  all  that  I  had 
to  say  with  regard  to  the  Bill. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  McLEAN.— When  the  Native 
Land  Administration  Bill  was  put  on  the  Statute 
Book  I  assisted  to  put  the  measure  through, 
notwithstanding  that  I  had  considerable  ob- 
jections to  the  Committees  constituted  under 
the  Bill.  I  felt  that  they  would  not  work.  I 
assisted  the  Bill  for  the  purpose  of  getting  bock 
the  right  of  pre-emption,  and  for  the  purpose  of 
getting  the  whole  of  the  dealing  with  Native 
lands  out  of  the  hands  of  private  people  and 
into  the  hands  of  the  Government.  I  have 
looked  into  this  Bill,  and  I  have  endeavoured 
to  see  how  we  could  cut  out  all  the  provisions 
in  the  existing  Act  relating  to  Committees, 
which  are  useless,  and  can  never  work.  If  we 
could  out  those  clauses  out,  and  leave  the  rest 
of  the  Act  in  operation,  thus  allowing  all 
the  land  to  be  sold  through  the  Waste  Lands 
Boards,  then  we  should  still  have  something 
on  the  Statute  Book.  I  see  a  difficulty  in 
doing  that,  however.  I  should  like  the  Attor- 
ney-General to  take  this  matter  into  considera- 
tion and  see  if  he  could  effect  the  object  I 
refer  to.  He  might  probably  find  some  way  of 
doing  it,  and  still  keep  the  law  on  the  Statute 
Book,  but  omitting  these  Committees.  So  far 
as  this  Bill  goes,  I  have  no  objection  to  it, 
because  it  keeps  the  whole  thing  in  the  hands 
of  the  Government.  It  retains  the  right  of 
pre-emption  entirely  in  their  hands — a  right 
which  I  do  not  wish  to  see  them  part  with.  In 
fact,  this  Bill  brings  us  back  to  stand  as  we 
did  after  the  Treaty  of  Waitangi.  I  see  that 
till  next  July  is  given  within  which  certain 
transactions  are  to  be  completed.  I  see  also, 
by  another  clause,  the  celebrated  Mr.  Jones 
of  Mokau  is  to  be  not  limited  to  time  in  which 
to  complete  his  title.  I  do  not  see  why  ho 
should  be  placed  in  a  different  position  from 
the  others. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  WATERHOUSE.— It  is  only 
a  lease. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  McLEAN. — It  does  not  matter. 
The  others  have  a  certain  time  given  to  them 
in  which  to  complete  their  leases  or  freeholds. 
It  is  not  right  that  seventy  or  eighty  thousand 
acres  should  be  tied  up  for  an  indefinite  period, 
to  the  detriment  of  all  settlement  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood. From  what  I  hear,  the  district  is 
a  good  place  for  settlement.  This  party,  who 
may  have  good  claims,  should  be  pat  on  the 
same  footing  as  the  others.  I  have  no  objec- 
tion to  the  Hon.  the  Attorney-General  taking 
the  course  which  he  proposes  to  take  in  re- 
ference to  these  Bills,  but  would  like  him  to 
consider  if  the  clauses  in  the  Act  relating  to 
Committees  might  not  be  struck  out,  leaving 
the  rest  qf  the  Act  on  the  Statute  Book. 

The  Hon.  Sir  F.  WHITAKER.— All  that  wa 
can  discuss  much  better  in  Committee.  If  we 
go  into  Committee,  then  t)ie  whole  thing  caa,  be 
gone  into.  I  move.  Sir,  Thai  you  do  Have  the 
chair  in  order  that  the  Council  may  go  into 
Committee  on  these  three  Bills. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  MENZIES.— I  was  in  fault  in 
saying  that  the  honourable  gentleman  gave  no 
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explanation  of  this  Bill.  I  ought  to  have  said 
that  he  gave  no  explanation  of  the  necessity  for 
repealing  the  Native  Land  Administration  Act. 

The  Hon.  Sir  F.  WHITAKEB.— I  made  a 
full  explanation. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  MENZIES.— It  seems  to  me 
that,  having  carefully  and  deliberately  altered 
the  whole  policy  of  Native-land  administration 
which  has  been  current  for  many  years  by 
the  Native  Land  Administration  Act  of  18S6, 
which  it  is  now  proposed  to  repeal,  we  should 
be  acting  rashly  and  inconsiderately  in  seeking 
to  repeal  that  Act  before  its  value  has  been 
ascertained,  and  before  the  Maoris  can  com- 
prehend the  value  of  the  law.  I  believe  that 
the  measure  is  a  most  valuable  one  itself,  and 
contains  the  true  principle  of  our  legislation 
in  regard  to  the  Maoris  ;  and  I  am  grieved  to 
think  that  there  is  a  desire  on  the  part  of  a 
party  in  Parliament,  who  possibly  may  be 
strong  enough  to  carry  it,  to  put  an  end  to  that 
state  of  things,  and  to  revert  to  what  no  doubt 
will  by-and-by  lead  to  a  reversion  to  the  right 
of  private  individuals  dealing  with  Maori  lands. 
I  think  such  a  thing  would  be  most  injurious 
to  the  interests  of  the  Maoris.  I  cannot  con- 
ceive of  a  better  principle  to  be  maintained  in 
dealing  with  the  Maori  lands  than  that  which 
is  embodied  in  the  Native  Land  Administration 
Act.  I  say  the  Hon.  the  Attorney-General 
gave  no  sufficient  reason  for  laying  aside  that 
principle  and  reverting  to  what  may  be  con- 
sidered a  modification  of  it — that  is,  reverting 
to  the  resumption  of  pre-emption,  which  is 
certainly  safer  than  allowing  private  indivi- 
duals to  deal  with  Native  lands  freely.  But  I 
maintain  that  that  is  neither  so  safe  nor  so 
sound  a  principle  as  that  embodied  in  the  Na- 
tive Iiand  Administration  Act.  I  feel  at  a  loss 
what  course  to  take  in  this  matter.  I  am  quite 
willing  to  follow  in  the  division  any  one  who 
will  move  that  this  Bill  be  read  a  second  time 
this  day  three  months,  but  I  do  not  understand 
the  subject  so  thoroughly  myself  as  to  make 
that  motion. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  WATEBHOUSE.  —  To  my 
mind  the  great  recommendation  of  this  Bill 
is  contained  in  the  11th  clause.  It  is  anew 
clause  which  has  been  suggested  by  the  Com- 
mittee, providing  that  this  Act  shall  continue 
in  force  until  next  session  of  Parliament,  but 
no  longer.  The  effect  of  this  clause  is  to 
necessitate  the  complete  revision  of  the  Native 
Land  Administration  Acts  during  next  session. 
That  complete  revision  of  the  Native- land - 
administration  arrangements  is  necessitated 
by  what  took  place  last  year  in  the  passage 
of  the  Administration  Act  of  that  year.  My 
honourable  friend  Mr.  Menzies  labours  under 
a  very  different  idea  as  to  the  value  of  that  Act 
from  the  opinion  which  is  generally  held.  I 
am  satisfied  that,  if  the  honourable  gentleman 
had  lived  in  this  Island,  and  had  been  asso- 
ciated in  any  degree  whatever  with  persons 
who  have  dealings  with  the  Maoris,  he  would 
have  recognised  at  the  time  that  the  Bill  passed 
that  it  was  bound  to  be  a  dead-letter,  that  it 
would  stop  all  transactions  with  the  Natives, 
would  lock  up  Native  land  entirely,  and  be  a 
Son.  Mr.  Itetuiea 


bar  to  further  settlement.  This  view  of  it  has 
been  realised  by  the  course  of  events.  It  is  a 
fact  that  there  has  not  been  a  single  transac- 
tion under  the  Act.  The  whole  of  the  Native 
lands  have  been  tied  up,  and  the  progress  of 
settlement  has  been  arrested.  The  provision 
recommended  by  the  Committee  says  this  state 
of  things  shall  last  for  another  six  months  and 
no  longer.  Consequently,  full  and  complete 
legislation  on  this  subject  must  take  place 
next  session  in  the  manner  proposed  by  the 
Government  in  the  Speech  from  the  Throne. 
This  Bill  provides  th:it  certain  cases  that  were 
not  completed,  and  that  were  intended  to  bo 
covered  by  the  Act  of  1886,  but  which  have 
been  proved  not  to  be  so  covered,  suid  remained 
in  the  position  at  which  they  were  when  the 
Act  of  1886  was  passed,  shall  remain  in  that 
position  at  any  rate  for  a  year  longer.  By  that 
time  there  will  be  ampler  legislative  provision, 
and,  if  the  time  allowed  for  the  disposal  of 
those  cases  is  not  sufficient,  there  will  be  an 
opportunity  afforded  Parliament  of  reconsider- 
ing the  whole  affair.  I  can  see  no  reason  why 
this  Bill  should  not  pass  at  once,  although  I 
am  inclined  to  think  that  the  view  taken  by 
the  Hon.  Mr.  Taiaroa  is  a  correct  one,  and  that 
it  might  be  desirable  to  withdraw  Native  trans- 
actions in  the  South  Island  altogether  from 
the  operation  of  this  Bill. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  BUCKLEY.— I  am  quite  sure 
the  Hon.  the  Attorney  -  General  will  not  lose 
anything  by  a  short  delay.  A  petition  of  an 
important  character  has  been  presented  today, 
affecting  one  portion  of  the  Native  Land  Ad- 
ministration Act,  the  difficulty  about  which 
may  bo  probably  all  cleared  away  by  tiie  time 
the  Council  meets  to-morrow.  I  have  just  re- 
ceived notice  that  the  Native  Affairs  Commit- 
tee will  meet  at  half-post  ten  a.m.  to-morrow, 
when  no  doubt  the  matter  will  come  under 
our  consideration.  It  is  quite  true  that  the 
Hon.  the  Attorney-General  did  make  a  speech 
on  the  second  reading  of  this  Bill ;  but  I  agree 
with  the  Hon.  Mr.  Menzies  that  the  honour- 
able gentleman  made  no  observations  which 
explained  in  any  way  the  necessity  for  repeal- 
ing the  Act  of  last  year.  I  think,  if  honour- 
able members  will  look  at  the  lists  which  the 
Chief  Judge  of  the  Native  Land  Court  placed 
before  the  Committee,  they  will  see  that  these 
lists  ace  rather  instructive,  and  will  probably 
guide  honourable  members  in  reference  to  the 
course  they  may  take  in  regard  to  this  Bill. 
I  do  not  wish  to  say  anything  about  the  merits 
or  demerits  of  this  Bill.  My  own  impression 
is  that  it  is  not  of  much  importance ;  that  it 
will  terminate  at  the  end  of  next  year,  when  it 
is  to  be  hoped  that  some  better  legislation  in 
regard  to  Native  lands  will  be  enacted  ;  and  I 
would  again  ask  the  Attorney-General  to  con- 
sent to  the  motion  of  the  Hon.  Mr.  Shrimski. 
I  am  quite  sure  the  Council  will  afford  the 
honourable  gentleman  every  facility  for  pass- 
ing this  Bill,  if  it  is  deemed  a  proper  measure 
to  pass. 

The  Hon.  Sir  F.  WHITAKEB.— The  only 
reason  why  I  did  not  give  way  at  once  in  this 
matter  is  that  we  have  got  so  near  the  end  of 
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the  Mssion  that  I  do  not  like  to  lose  this  oppor- 
tunity of  Sidvancing  the  Bill  a  step  forward. 
Those  Bills  have  to  go  through  the  other  House 
when  we  have  passed  them,  and,  of  course,  the 
■ooner  they  get  through  the  better.  At  the 
some  time,  I  do  not  desire  to  press  the  thing 
nnduly.  Therefore,  if  my  honourable  friend 
will  move  that  the  debate  be  {adjourned  until 
to-morrow  I  shall  accept  that  motion. 
Debate  adjourned. 

NATIVE  LAND  COURT  BILL. 

The  Hon.  Sir  P.  WHITAKER.— Sir,  I  move, 
Thai  you  do  now  leave  the  chair  in  order  that 
the  Council  may  go  into  Committee  on  this 
BUI. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  BUCKLEY.— I  do  not  like  to 
appear  obstructive  in  any  way,  but  I  shall 
move.  That  the  debate  on  this  question  be  ad- 
journed till  to-morrow. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  M0LEAN.--I  do  not  think 
there  is  any  question  about  this  Bill.  The  Bill 
that  the  question  is  about  is  the  one  which 
we  have  just  had  under  discussion.  I  hope  the 
Hon.  the  Attorney-General  will  put  this  Bill 
into  Committee,  and  let  us  get  on  with  some 
of  these  Bills,  and  got  them  out  of  the  road.  I 
should  like  to  see  the  work  progressing,  and  I 
hope  the  Council  will  put  this  Bill  into  Com- 
mittee, and  the  following  one  also. 

The  Hon.  Sir  F.  WHITAKER.— I  am  quite 
willing  to  let  the  Council  settle  this  matter  as 
to  whether  they  will  go  on  with  the  Bill  or 
not. 

The  Council  divided'  on  the  question,  "  That 
the  debate  be  adjourned." 
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Majority  against,  1. 
Amendment  negatived,  and  Bill  committed. 

GOVERNMENT  LOANS  TO  LOCAL 
BODIES  BILL. 
The  Hon.  Mr.  STEVENS.— The  object  of 
this  Bill  is  to  render  more  workable  what  is 
called  the  original  Act — the  Qovemment  Loans 
to  Local  Bodies  Act.  The  2nd  clause  is  simply 
to  settle  the  date  of  the  issue  of  a  loan,  and  to 
regulate  the  date  from  which  the  interest  shall 
be  deemed  to  run  on  the  permanent  loan.  The 
Srd  clause  is  to  preserve  the  responsibility  to 
pay  rates  in  support  of  the  loan,  practically 
in  case  the  Crown  and  Native  Lands  Rating 
Act  should  cease  to  exist.  It  will  be  obvious 
that  the  source  of  revenue  in  this  case  on 
which  loans  have  been  founded  should  con- 
tinue.   The  4th  clause  is  limply  one  to  provide, 

VOh.UX.-10. 


in  cases  where  the  debentures  have  been  con- 
verted under  the  Roads  and  Bridges  Con- 
struction Act  to  the  bonds  provided  by  the 
Local  Bodies'  Loans  Act,  that  the  rate  shall 
continue  as  long  as  that  is  necessary  to  support 
the  loan.  The  reason  for  this  is  that  these  de- 
bentures were  issued  for  a  shorter  period  than 
the  bonds  issued  under  the  original  Act,  which 
it  is  proposed  to  amend.  The  period  under 
the  Government  Loans  to  Local  Bodies  Act 
is  twenty-six  years,  and  it  is  clear  that  the 
rate  must  continue,  in  order  to  make  good 
the  change.  The  88th  section  of  the  Act  only 
authorised  borrowing  on  debentures,  but  not  . 
on  inscribed  stock.  The  loans  were  taken,  in 
some  instances,  under  certain  Acts  of  the  As- 
sembly authorising  the  construction  or  under- 
taking of  a  public  work  within  the  meaning  of 
the  Government  Loans  to  Local  Bodies  Act. 
The  6th  clause  is  merely  to  make  the  law  at 
present  harmonize  with  the  Acts  which  govern  . 
the  question  under  such  circumstances.  The 
only  other  point,  and  perhaps  the  most  im- 
portant point  in  the  whole  Bill,  is  the  lost  ' 
clause.  There  it  is  proposed  to  give  to  boroughs 
having  less  than  four  thousand  of  population 
power  to  raise  a  loan  of  more  than  i^OO,  the 
amount  to  which  they  are  at  present  limited. 
The  clause  gives  them  power  to  borrow  to  the 
extent  of  £2,000  for  a  special  purpose  only — 
that  is  to  say,  for  works  for  sanitary  purposes  . 
or  for  water-supply.  That,  of  course,  is  a  new 
provision,  and  one  indeed  which  honourable 
members  will  have  to  consider.  These  are  the 
provisions  of  the  Bill,  and  I  do  not  think  it- 
necessary  to  say  anything  more  about  it  at  the 
present  time. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  McLEAN.— What  about  the= , 
7th  clause  ? 

The  Hon.  Mr.  STEVENS.— The  7th  clause 
is  this :  It  provides  that,  if  a  local  body  has- 
complied  with  all  the  conditions  required  in 
the  Local  Bodies'  Loons  Act,  it  shall  not  be 
obliged  to  comply  with  the  conditions  of  any 
other  Act  relating  to  the  matter.  It  appears 
that  local  bodies  occasionally  let  slip  some 
formalities  required  by  a  number  of  Acts  which 
have  been  in  existence  for  years,  and  under 
which  they  continue  to  work.  If  they  let  slip 
any  small  formalities,  thej'  are  liable  to  have  to- 
^0  over  the  whole  of  the  ground  again.  There 
IS  a  long  list  of  these  Acts,  some  of  which  go- 
back  as  far  as  1876.  It  is  considered  right,  for 
the  convenient  working  of  the  law,  that  this 
provision  should  be  made  in  modification  of 
these  requirements.  I  have  no  doubt  that  in 
Committee  I  shall  be  able  to  satisfy  honourable 
gentlemen  as  to  the  necessity  of  this  Bill  more 
completely  than  can  be  done  in  a  discussion  on 
the  second  reading.  I  move.  That  this  BiW 
be  now  read  the  second  time. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  WATERHOUSE.— This  Bill 
and  the  one  that  follows  it  must,  for  all  practical 

Eurposes,  be  considered  together.  They  bothi 
ear  upon  the  same  subject,  and  they  both 
have  in  view  the  same  object— that  is,  to  grant 
additional  facilities  for  local  borrowing.  The 
Hon.  Mr.  Stevens,  in  introducing  the  Bill,  has 
followed  the  very  commendable  example  set  by 
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the  Hon.  Mr.  Beynolds — that  of  infoimiDg  the 
Council  OS  regards  the  object  of  the  BiU  bj 
simply  reading  the  side-notes. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  STEVENS.— I  did  not. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  WATEEHOUSE.— There  were 
m  few  additional  comments,  but  the  bulk  of  the 
honourable  gentleman's  arguments  in  favour 
of  the  Bill  were  in  the  shape  of  reading  the 
side-notes.  It  is  well  that,  in  both  these  Bills, 
we  should  recognise  that  the  object  of  them  is 
to  grant  to  local  bodies  facilities  for  borrowing. 
It  is  for  the  Council  and  for  Parliament  to  de- 
cide how  far  these  additional  facilities  for  local 
borrowing  are  in  the  interests  of  the  community 
at  large.  I  contend  that  the  only  reason  why 
we  have  not  had  by  this  time  a  complete  break- 
down in  our  financial  system  has  been  that 
hitherto  local  bodies  have  borrowed  only  mode- 
rately. Had  they  had  but  full  facilities  for 
borrowing,  doubtless  they  would  have  borrowed 
to  a  much  larger  extent,  and  thereby  would  have 
seriously  compromised  the  financial  position  of 
the  colony.  Under  the  existing  Act,  as  honour- 
kble  members  know,  local  bodies  have  raised 
already  very  considerable  sums  even  within  the 
last  twelve  months.  Wo  have  not  the  return 
laid  on  the  table  which  was  moved  for  by  the 
Hon.  Dr.  Pollen  the  other  day ;  but  if  it  were 
npon  the  table  we  should  be  able  to  state  more 
decidedly  what  has  been  the  total  amount  bor- 
lowed.  It  comes,  however,  to  several  hun- 
dreds of  thousands  of  pounds.  With  all  these 
facilities,  however,  it  seems  to  be  thought  by 
the  Government  that  there  are  not  sufficient 
facilities  already  granted,  and  that  we  must 
give  additional  facilities  to  enable  local  bodies 
to  borrow  to  a  still  larger  extent.  The  extent 
to  which  they  have  borrowed  already  is  a  serious 
drain  upon  the  resources  of  the  colony,  and  is 
attended  with  considerable  danger  likewise  to 
many  financial  interests.  In  the  Financial 
Statement  it  is  understood  that  provision  is 
to  be  made  for  borrowing  two  millions,  to  be 
devoted  exclusively  to  the  prosecution  of  public 
works ;  and  it  is  contemplated  here  that  some 
portion  of  these  local  loans  made  by  the  Go- 
vernment should  be  charged  upon  that  fund. 
But  what  are  the  resources  out  of  which  pay- 
ment of  these  local  advances  is  to  be  made  7  It 
is  stated,  in  the  SSth  clause  of  the  Government 
Loans  to  Local  Bodies  Act  of  last  year,  he 
may,  out  of  the  "  Public  Account,  or  from  ajiy 
fund  of  such  account  under  the  control  of  the 
Treasurer,"  make  the  advances  in  connection 
with  these  local  loans.  Now,  the  Public  Ac- 
count consists  of  two  kinds :  the  General  Bove- 
Bue  Account,  which  we  know  will  not  be  in  a 
position  to  enable  the  Government  to  make 
advanpes  from  it  towards  these  local  loans ; 
and  the  Public  Works  Account,  which  will  be 
in  the  position  to  make  gkdvances  to  these 
local  bodies.  If  we  pass  this  Bill  we  must 
expect  that  the  number  of  applications  for 
loans  will  increase,  and  the  Government  will 
be  placed  in  the  position  that,  in  order  to 
give  effect  to  the  law,  g^nd  to  the  promises 
of  advances  made,  they  will  have  to  bor- 
row from  the  Public  Works  Fund  to  do  so. 
There  are  some  other  sources,  it  is  true,  out  of 
Hon.  Mr.  Waterhoutt 


which  the  needful  financial  assistance  may  be 
obtained ;  but  upon  these  sources  we  have  been 
relying  in  the  past  to  a  degree  that  makes  it 
dangerous  to  presume  upon  them  for  the  future. 
These  are  the  Savings-Bank,  the  Government 
Insurance,  the  Public  Trust  Office,  and  probably 
some  other  accounts.  These  institutions  have 
already  taken  up  a  large  amount  of  our  local 
loans;  and  I  would  ask  honourable  members, 
is  it  wise,  is  it  proper,  that  we  should  authorise 
additional  Government  loons  to  be  advanced 
to  local  bodies,  with  the  view  of  these  loons 
being  token  up  to  a  still  greater  extent  by  the 
institutions  to  which  I  nave  referred?  We 
have  not  only  to  look  to  the  institutions  to 
which  I  have  referred,  but  we  have,  to  look  to 
the  public  behind  these  institutions.  Look  at 
the  immense  number  of  depositors  in  ouz 
Savings-Bank ;  look  at  the  immense  number 
of  persons  interested  in  the  Life  Insurance 
Department ;  look  at  the  number  of  persons 
interested  in  the  Public  Trust  Office  t  Are  the 
funds  attached  to  these  institutions  to  be  like 
eggs  placed  only  in  one  basket  ?  What  would 
be  the  position  of  the  investors  in  the  Savings- 
Bank,  of  the  insurers  in  the  Life  Insurance 
Department,  of  those  connected  with  the  Pub- 
lic Trust  Fund,  if  these  securities  were  re- 
quired to  be  realised  and  they  could  not  be 
realised?  And  there  is  great  difficulty,  as 
every  honourable  member  must  be  aware,  in 
realising  these  local  securities  in  a  small 
market  like  this.  It  might  bring  about  a  great 
financial  crisis,  which  would  carry  ruin  into  the 
families  of  bundred.s  and  thousands  of  people. 
Then,  I  contend  that,  in  dealing  with  this 
subject,  we  should  look  not  only  at  the  fact 
that  this  Bill  is  intended  to  foster  local  bodies 
borrowing,  but  that  by  passing  it  we  should 
continue  the  dangers  to  which  we  are  exposing 
the  public  at  large  by  looking  up  the  fimda  of 
institutions  which  should  keep  their  funds 
readily  available.  It  seems  to  me  that  we 
are  incurring  a  great  amount  of  danger  by 
the  course  that  is  suggested  under  this  Bill — 
that  is,  of  facilitating  the  borrowing  of  money 
by  local  bodies  ;  and  it  is  worthy  of  con- 
sideration by  the  Council  whether  we  should 
increase  the  facilities  which  the  local  bodies 
at  present  possess  of  borrowing  money.  To 
my  mind,  they  have  at  present  more  facili- 
ties for  borrowing  money  tnau  actually  is  safe, 
in  the  present  circumstances  of  the  colony.  I 
do  hope  that  we  shall  not  endanger  the  posi- 
tion of  the  colony  by  giving  them  additional 
facilities.  There  are  one  or  two  features  in 
this  Bill  of  a  more  objectionable  chorocter. 
There  is  one  clause  which  the  Hon.  Mr. 
Stevens  has  not  referred  to  so  fully  as  I  think 
is  desirable.  The  proviso  to  the  3rd  clause  con- 
tains an  important  principle,  to  which,  it  is  true, 
the  honourable  gentleman  has  alluded,  but 
with  the  importance  of  which,  I  gather  from 
his  observations,  he  is  not  fully  impressed. 
At  the  present  time,  these  local  bodies  have 
had  assured  to  them,  under  the  Act  of  1882, 
certain  funds  which  are  to  be  paid  to  them 
by  the  Crown,  as  representing  the  amount  of 
rating  to  which  the  Crown  and  Native  lands 
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-would  be  exposed.  This  was  given  as  a  kind  of 
endowment  to  local  bodies,  which  was  to  go  into 
their  revenue,  and  be  an  asset  lor  the  payment 
of  interest  upon  which  they  could  rely.  Now,  it 
is  provided  in  this  clause  that  "  nothing  herein 
shall  be  deemed  to  establish  any  right  or  claim 
to  the  continuance  of  '  The  Crown  and  Kative 
Lands  Rating  Act,  1882,'  or  the  powers  con- 
ferred th  erein . "  After  we  have  authorised  them 
to  borrow  money  upon  the  security  of  this  reve- 
nue, is  it  justifiable  on  our  part,  in  this  some- 
what insidious  manner,  to  withdraw  from  them 
an  important  portion  of  that  revenue  to  which 
they  have  looked  as  the  means  by  which  they 
were  to  pay  their  interest  ?  There  is  an  impor- 
tant principle  at  stake  in  this  clause,  which  I 
do  not  think  should  be  discussed  with  the  few 
cursory  observations,  based  on  the  side-notes, 
which  the  Hon.  Mr.  Stevens  has  made  in  regard 
to  it.  There  is  another  important  provision  in 
this  clause,  which  likewise  the  ratepayers — 
if  they  were  as  fully  alive  to  the  import- 
ance of  looking  after  their  own  interests  and 
guarding  against  excessive  rating  as  they  ought 
to  be — would,  in  my  opinion,  take  strong 
objection  to.  Under  the  Roads  and  Bridges 
Construction  Act  provision  was  made  for  a  rate 
being  authorised  sufficient  to  insure  the  paying 
of  the  interest  and  principal  in  a  period  of  fifteen 
years.  Now  it  is  proposed  that  these  deben- 
tures shall  be  surrendered,  and  converted  under 
the  provisions  of  the  31st  section  of  the  Act  of 
1866 ;  and  then  it  ie  declared  that  the  special 
rate  struck  in  respect  to  the  converted  bonds 
shall  be  for  the  period  not  of  fifteen  years,  but 
of  twenty-six  years.  It  is  true  the  amount  of 
interest  is  reduced:  We  know  that' properties 
have  gone  down  throughout  the  colony.  In 
nearly  all  cases  in  the  country  properties  have 
gone  down  to  one-half  their  origmal  value ;  and 
imder  this  Bill  it  will  be  necessary  to  continue 
to  raise  the  old  rate  at  its  full  amount — ^which 
was  intended  to  pay  o&  the  additional  inter- 
est for  fifteen  years — for  a  period  of  twenty- 
six  years :  in  other  words,  under  this  Bill  the 
ratepayers  would  be  liable  to  the  full  burden 
of  a  rate  which,  under  other  circumstances, 
they  thought  would  be  sufficient  to  pay  off 
their  debt  in  fifteen  years.  This  seems  to 
me  taking  an  unfair  advantage  of  the  rate- 
payers ;  and  I  think  it  is  deserving  of  very 
serious  consideration.  Then,  there  is  the 
clause  which  the  Hon.  Mr.  Stevens  told  us 
was  the  most  important  clause  of  the  whole 
Bill.  I  thought  we  hod  already  given  Councils 
And  boroughs  sufficient  facilities  for  borrowing 
under  the  Municipal  Corporations  Act.  I  do 
not  see  what  necessity  exists  for  giving  them 
powers  for  borrowing  outside  the  powers  which 
they  at  present  possess.  If  they  think'  the 
works  referred  to  in  the  8th  clause  are  desir- 
able, they  have  power  at  the  present  time  to 
provide  means,  with  the  consent  of  the  rate- 
payers, for  carrying  out  those  works.  Here  it 
IB  provided  tbat  they  shall  have  the  power  of 
carrying  out  those  works  and  imposing  burdens 
on  the  ratepayers  without  the  consent  of  the 
ratepayers.  The  Bill  seems  to  me  to  be  of  an  ob- 
jectionable character.    I  am  decidedly  opposed 


to  increasing  the  facilities  of  borrowing  to  local 
bodies.  I  believe  that  they  have  already  suffi- 
cient power — as  much  power  as  is  safe  under 
the  present  circumstances  of  the  colony — and 
that,  consequently,  the  Bill  itself  is  unneces- 
sary and  undesirable.  I  beg  to  move,  as  an 
amendment,  That  this  Bill  be  read  the  second 
time  thi$  day  six  months. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  McLEAN.  — I  was  in  hope 
that  the  Government  would  have  seen  their 
way  to  do  without  these  measures.  I  think 
that  they  have  taken  them  up  too  suddenly. 
They  are  the  old  Bills  which  were  here  last 
session.  I  think  they  have  been  token,  too, 
without  consideration,  and  without  that  thought 
which  might  have  been  given  them  before  they 
were  introduced.  In  looking  over  the  Bills,  it 
certainly  does  seem  that  they  are  opening  the 
door  to  more  borrowing,  and  far  more  borrow- 
ing than  it  is  desirable  should  be  undertaken 
by  these  local  bodies.  Under  that  Bill — the 
Local  Bodies'  Loans  Bill — it  is  proposed  to  ex- 
tend the  power  of  borrowing.  In  my  opinion 
that  power  is  already  large  enough  now  with- 
out opening  the  door  wider.  Lost  session  I 
read  out  to  the  Council  some  specimens  of  how 
they  could  get  loans  under  the  Local  Bodies* 
Loans  Act,  and  I  think  that  ought  to  be  suffi- 
cient to  satisfy  the  Council  that  the  door  was 
open  wide  enough.  There  is  a  provision  in  this 
Bill  which  the  Council  has  over  and  over  again 
positively  refused  to  pass.  I  take  the  two 
Bills  together,  because  they  are  connected  with 
each  other.  Coming  to  the  clauses,  I  think  the 
municipalities  and  counties  have  plenty  of 
power  for  borrowing  in  their  own  Acts  with- 
out giving  the  power  that  is  proposed  in  clause 
8,  where  it  is  proposed  that  Borough  Councils 
in  towns  of  more  than  four  thousand  inhabi- 
tants may  borrow  any  sum  not  exceeding  £2,000 
in  one  year.  I  think  that  was  a  mistake,  and 
that  it  is  meant  to  be  "not  less  than  four 
thousand." 

The  Hon.  Mr.  STEVENS.— May  I  ask  the 
honourable  gentleman  which  Bill  he  is  dis- 
cussing? 

The  Hon.  Mr.  McLEAN. — I  am  discussing 
one  Bill  with  the  other.  But  I  will  keep  to  the 
Bill  before  us.  We  have  gone  into  these  clauses 
at  different  times  ;  but,  in  order  to  give  the  Oo- 
vernment  an  opportunity  for  further  considera- 
tion of  the  matter,  and  to  ascertain  whether 
or  not  the  Qovemment  still  wish  to  go  on  with 
the  Bill,  I  shall  move,  That  this  debate  be 
adjourned. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  STEVENS.— I  propose  to  make 
a  few  remarks  on  the  question  of  adjournment. 
The  criticism  which  has  been  bestowed  on  the 
Bill  makes  me  think  that  it  would  be  better 
that  I  should  speak  now  to  the  adjournment  in 
preference  to  replying  to  the  remarks  that  have 
been  made.  Any  remarks  that  I  may  have  to 
make  in  defence  of  the  Bill  I  will  take  an- 
other opportunity  of  making.  My  honourable 
friend  Mr.  Waterhouse  bos  been  good  enough 
to  suggest  that  when  I  was  introducing  this 
Bill  I  did  so  by  merely  reading  the  side-notes. 
It  may  be  a  satisfaction  to  my  honourable 
friend  to  know  what  I  read  was  not  a  side-notft 
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&t  all,  but  my  own  notes,  compiled  after  oueful 
comparison  of  the  statute  law,  in  reference  to 
this  question.  My  honourable  friend  speaks  of 
this  Bill  as  giving  additional  facilities  to  local 
borrowing,  and  as  a  sort  of  encouragement  to 
local  bodies  to  borrow.  There  never  was  a 
greater  illusion  than  the  one  which  my  honour- 
able friend  labours  under.  Nearly  the  whole 
of  this  Bill  is  merely  of  a  machinery  character, 
and  it  is  not  in  the  slightest  degree  aimed  at 
assisting  local  bodies  to  borrow. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  WATERHOUSE.— I  was  refer- 
ring to  this  Bill  and  the  following  Bill  in  that 
respect.    I  dealt  with  the  two  Bills  together. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  STEVENS.—Then,  I  will  say 
this:  Of  course,  if  I  am  not  to  discuss  my 
honourable  friend's  remiurks  on  the  two  Bills 
now,  it  is  a  little  difficult  to  moke  the  reply 
which  I  had  intended  to  make,  nor  do  I  see 
that  I  shall  have  an  opportunity  of  doing  so ; 
but  I  was  going  to  remind  my  honourable  friend 
that  it  is  only  a  short  time  ago  that  he  made  a 
pathetic  appeal  to  me  to  use  my  influence  to 
prevent  extravagant  borrowing  by  local  bodies 
under  the  present  Act.  This  seemed  to  imply 
that  my  honourable  friend  contemplated  more 
or  less  extensive  borrowing  in  the  future,  and  he 
looked  to  me  to  do  what  I  could  to  restrain  it. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  WATERHOUSE.— Hoar,  hoar. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  STEVENS.— Quite  so;  but  the 
long  and  short  of  the  matter  is  this :  that,  if  we 
are  going  to  discuss  this  Bill  fairly  on  its  merits 
as  a  Bill,  and  apart  from  any  other  matter 
which  may  come  under  our  consideration,  we 
shall  require  to  deal  with  it  strictly  on  the 
question  of  what  it  is  going  to  do  itself.  And 
I  ask  honourable  gentlemen  not  to  be  led 
away  by  the  discussion  on  another  Bill ;  be- 
cause this  Bill  is  absolutely  wanted  in  order  to 
confer  the  facilities  of  machinery.  I  think 
that  will  be  sufficient  on  the  present  occasion 
to  induce  honourable  gentlemen  to  suspend 
their  judgment  in  regard  to  the  motion  for 
adjournment,  and  to  let  us  proceed  with  the 
Bill  strictly  on  its  merits. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  BARNICOAT.— I  should  like 
very  much  to  know  from  the  Government 
whether  the  interpretation  put  by  the  Hon. 
Mr.  Waterhouse  upon  section  8  of  this  Bill  is 
correct.  If  so,  I  shall  vote  against  the  Bill. 
I  read  it  in  the  other  way.  Tho  honourable 
gentlemam  has  observed  that  the  rates  accruing 
to  local  bodies  under  the  Crown  and  Native 
Lands  Rating  Act  were  of  the  nature  of  a 
subsidy  to  local  bodies,  and  I  understood  the 
.*ird  clause  to  mean  that  so  long  as  deben- 
tures issued  by  the  local  bodies,  partly  on  the 
security  of  such  rates,  remained  unpaid,  the 
rates  in  respect  of  Grown  and  Native  lands 
would  continue  to  bo  raised,  collected,  and 
received.  If  this  is  not  the  intention  of  the 
clause,  I  shall  vote  against  the  second  reading 
of  the  Bill.  This  clause  appears  to  anticipate 
the  approach  of  the  day  when  the  Crown  and 
Native  Lands  Rating  Act  will  be  repealed,  but 
securing  temporarily  to  local  bodies  the  rates 
derivable  therefrom  till  the  payment  of  the  de- 
iientures  secured  on  these  and  other  rates. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  BONAR.— I  can  only  say  Chat 
Son.  Mr.  Steven$ 


I  read  this  clause  exactly  the  same  way  as  th* 
Hon.  Mr.  Bamicoat  does.  Bat  I  would  point 
out  that  there  is  also  a  proviso  "  that  nothing 
herein  shall  be  deemed  to  establish  any  right 
or  claim  to  the  continuance  of  '  The  Grown  and 
Native  Lands  Rating  Act,  1882,'  or  the  powers 
conferred  thereunder."  I  hope  that  some  pro- 
vision will  be  made  to  oartr  on  the  government 
of  districts  that  will  be  affected  by  the  repeal 
of  this  Act.  It  has  been  said  that  this  Bill  is 
prSiCticaUy  a  machinery  Bill.  With  regard  to 
clause  4, 1  do  not  look  at  it  in  the  same  way  a* 
the  Hon.  Mr.  Waterhouse,  and  I-  do  not  quite 
see  his  argument  in  connection  with  it,  that, 
because  these  debentures  are  to  be  extended 
over  twenty-six  years  instead  of  fifteen  years, 
therefore  the  rate  is  to  be  maintained  at 
the  full  rate  for  twenty -six  years  instead  of 
fifteen.  The  effect  will  be  that  only  sufficient 
rates  will  be  raised  in  order  to  meet  the  in- 
terest on  these  debentures,  and  that  the  lesser 
amount  of  money  will  require  to  be  raised 
annually ;  because  in  the  Local  Bodies'  Loans 
Bill  I  see  provision  is  made  by  which  the  rate 
may  be  reduced  from  time  to  time  if  the  full 
amount  is  not  required ;  and  therefore  I  think, 
under  ordinary  circumstances,  the  charge  would 
fall  lighter  annually  if  it  were  stretched  over 
a  longer  period.  I  do  not  think  there  is  any- 
thing more  I  need  say  about  this  matter. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  MENZIBS.— I  do  not  think 
that  the  decision  of  the  Council  on  this  Bill 
should  rest  upon  such  a  minor  consideration  aa 
a  mere  question  of  detail  which  is  really  a 
question  of  machinery,  and  is  not  tho  question 
at  issue,  which  is,  whether  it  is  advisable 
to  extend  the  facilities  to  borrow  from  the- 
Government  already  given  to  local  bodies.  I 
think  we  have  been  doing  a  great  amount  of 
injury  to  the  local  bodies  by  giving  them  facili- 
ties for  borrowing,  and  by  leading  them  to  live 
on  borrowed  money  instead  of  depending  on 
local  rates  for  carrying  on  the  improvements 
of  the  locality.  And  it  must  be  remembered 
that,  at  the  present  time,  the  Government 
have  the  intention  to  attempt  to  float  a  loan  on 
the  London  market ;  and  there  is  a  degree  of 
uncertainty  as  to  how  such  an  attempt  will 
be  received.  This  being  so,  I  think  the  locad 
bodies  ought  not  to  be  in  a  position  to  go  to 
tlie  Government  to  obtain  a  loan.  On  those 
grounds,  therefore,  I  think  it  would  be  better 
not  to  pass  this  Bill.  It  would  suit  us  better, 
I  think,  to  repeal  the  Acts  already  passed  in 
the  same  direction.  I  think  it  would  lighten 
our  labours  if  we  rejected  the  amendment  of 
the  Hon.  Mr.  McLean,  and  dealt  with  this  ques- 
tion at  once  —  to-night  —  in  accordance  with 
the  amendment  moved  by  the  Hon.  Mr.  Water- 
house. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  PHARAZYN.— There  is  one 
special  reason  against  granting  facilities  to 
local  bodies  for  further  borrowing  just  now, 
and  it  is  this :  There  can  be  no  doubt  that 
there  is  a  tendency  for  wages  to  fall,  and  wa 
are  constantly  hearing  on  outcry  made  about 
the  unemployed ;  and  it  will  very  probably  be 
found  that  in  districts  where  there  are  a  con- 
siderable number  of  persons  who,  as  wages 
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b^^  to  faQ,  will  object  to  take  the  lower 
wages,  and  will  necessarily  swell  the  ranks  of 
tiie  unemployed,  a  ory  will  be  got  op  about 
.  these  people,  and  all  kinds  of  pressure  will  be 
.  brought  to  bear  upon  the  local  bodies  to  keep 
.  up  wages.    If  the  local  bodies  raised  a  loan 
settlers  would  be  paying  twice  for  this  bor- 
ZDwed  money — in  rates  and  in  artificially-raised 
wages — and  we  should  find  a  good  deal  of  reck- 
less borrowing  ultimately,  intended  to  keep  up 
wages,  in  order  to  satisfy  the  cry  that  had  been 
raised. 

The  Hon.  Dr.  GBACB.— Clause  3  simplypro- 
vides  that  the  Crown  and  Native  Lands  Bat- 
ing Act  of  18fi2  shall  continue  in  operation 
as  far  as  it  has  been  pledged  as  a  security  for 
loans ;  but  it  further  sets  forth  that  no  guaran- 
tee for  the  extension  of  the  operation  of  that 
Act  shall  be  construed  as  being  given  by  this 
clause  under  this  Act.  I  do  not  agree  wiui  the 
Hon.  Mr.  Waterhouse  that  the  mere  fact  of 
extending  the  payment  of  interest  to  twenty- 
six  years  instead  of  fifteen  increases  the  liability 
of  the  ratepayers,  because,  if  the  rate  leviable 
under  the  present  valuation  did  not  prove 
sufficient  to  pay  the  interest  on  the  loan  for  a 
term  of  fifteen  years,  it  would  be  necessary,  in 
justice,  to  increase  that  rate  rather  than  make 
default  of  the  payment  of  interest.  I  therefore 
hold  that  the  extension  of  the  period  from 
fifteen  years  to  twenty-six  years,  by  making 
«ach  annual  payment  less,  is  a  relief  to  pro- 
perty, seeing  that,  the  real  value  of  the  pro- 
perty having  fallen,  its  power  to  bear  the  in- 
cidence of  taxation  is  lessened.  I  am  prepared 
■to  support  the  whole  of  this  measure,  with  the 
■exception  of  clause  8,  which,  inasmuch  as  it 
sives  borrowing  powers,  I  propose  to  strike  out 
m  Committee.  I  quite  agree  with  the  Hon. 
Mr.  Pharazyn  that  we  should  take  care  that 
the  local  bodies  do  not  rush  into  extravagance 
to  provide  work  for  the  unemployed,  now  that 
the  Oeneral  Government  has  been  forced  to 
restrict  its  expenditure.  I  cannot  help  seeing 
that  in  thickly-populated  parts  of  the  country 
a  cry  will  be  set  up  to  induce  local  bodies  to 
provide  work,  to  encourage  the  maintaining  of 
the  rate  of  wages.  As  I  think  this  Bill  is  a 
machinery  Bill,  with  the  exception  of  clause  8, 
to  which  I  totally  object,  I  shall  support  the 
measure. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  STEVENS.— I  should  like  to 
make  one  or  two  remarks.  I  was  not  able  to 
reply,  in  speaking  to  the  adjournment,  to  the 
arguments  that  have  been  adduced  since  then. 
There  are  one  or  two  points  which  have  been 
raised  in  regard  to  which  I  think  I  ought  to 
make  some  reply.  With  respect  to  the  alleged 
breach  of  faith,  which  I  understand  it  to  be 
from  the  remarks  of  the  Hon,  Mr.  Waterhouse 
in  regard  to  the  suggested  repeal  of  the  Crown 
and  Native  Lands  Bating  Act,  I  do  not  intend 
to  discuss  now  the  policy  of  that  Act ;  but,  in 
the  observations  I  made  in  introducing  the 
Bill,  when  I  was  supposed  to  be  reading  the 
side-notes,  I  specially  called  attention  to  the 
fact  that  it  was  necessary  to  save  the  rights  of 
<he  ratepayers  under  the  Crown  and  Native 
Xands  Baling  Act. 


The  Hon.  Mr.  WATERHOUSE.— What 
would  be  the  effect  of  the  proviso? 

The  Hon.  Mr.  STEVENS.— The  proviso 
would,  no  doubt,  leave  the  rights  of  the  bond- 
holders and  ratepayers,  as  for  as  the  loan- 
money  is  concerned,  perfectly  unaffected ;  and, 
as  regards  all  others,  we  shall  have  an  oppor- 
tunity of  discussing  that  question  upon  another 
measure  which  will  come  down  here  to  repeal 
the  Crown  and  Native  Lands  Bating  Act.  My 
honourable  friend  says  ratepayers  would  suffer 
by  x>aying  for  twenty-six  years  instead  of  fifteen 
years  under  the  Boads  and  Bridges  Construction 
Act. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  WATERHOUSE.— My  honour- 
able friend  misunderstands  me.  I  said  they 
would  be  quite  open  to  pay  the  same  rate  during 
the  twenty-six  yeats  as  they  had  undertaken  to 
to  pay  during  the  fifteen  years. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  STEVENS.— Yes;  hut  the 
honourable  member  forgot  to  say  that  they  had 
undertaken  to  pay  9  per  cent,  under  the  Boads 
and  Bridges  Construction  Act,  instead  of  the 
low  rate  which  they  have  undertaken  to  pay 
under  this  Act.  Surely  my  honourable  friend 
would  not  say  that  the  ratepayers  should  not 
be  allowed  to  take  care  of  themselves.  They 
bad  the  right  to  come  under  this  Act  and  re- 
lieve themselves  financially.  And  surely  they 
would  prefer  to  come  under  the  new  system. 
It  seems  to  me  that  the  honourable  gentle- 
man's argument,  in  that  respect,  falls  to  the 
ground.  I  am  also  told  by  the  Hon.  Mr.  Water- 
house  that  he  thinks  the  loans  in  question  fall 
either  upon  the  Public  Trust  Office  or  to  a  large 
extent  on  the  Post  Office  Department.  I  am 
informed,  however,  that  in  reference  to  the 
Post  Office  Department  such  loans  have  only 
been  made  to  a  very  moderate  extent,  and  that 
the  Public  Trust  Office  does  not  take  these 
securities  on  special  rates.  I  would  ask  the 
Council  to  allow  the  Bill  to  go  into  Committee, 
when  we  may  discuss  the  clauses  seriatim. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  WATEBHOUSE.— If  honour- 
able members  think  this  is  a  mere  machinery 
clause,  I  will  withdraw  my  amendment  in  re- 
gard to  this  Bill,  with  a  view  of  proposing  it  in 
the  next. 

Leave  to  withdraw  amendment  refused. 

The  Council  divided  on  the  question,  "  That 
the  word  proposed  to  be  struck  out  steind  part 
of  the  question." 


Atbs,  20. 

Acland 

Johnson,  Q.  B. 

Pharazyn 

BailUe 

Kenny 

Scotland 

Bamicoat 

Lahmann 

Stevens 

Bonar 

Miller 

Swanson 

Dignan 

Oliver 

Whitaker 

Grace 

Peacock 

Williams. 

Hart 

Peter 
Noes,  8. 

Holmes 

Beynolds 

Wahawaha 

McLean 

Waterhouse 

Menzies 

Taioroa 

Majority  for,  12. 

Bill  read  a  second  time. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


630 


Local  Bodies' 


[COUNCIL.] 


Loam  Bilk 


[Dbo.  14 


LOCAL  BODIES'  LOAKS  BILL. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  STEVENS.— Sir,  the  original 
Act,  of  which  this  is  aa  amendment,  is  no 
doubt  generally  familiar  to  honourable  gentle- 
men. I  will  simply  pass  over  lightly  the 
minor  clauses  of  the  Bill,  and  discuss  the 
main  principle  at  greater  length.  The  2nd 
clause  really  amounts  to  this :  It  enables  part 
of  a  district  desirous  of  floating  a  losui  spe- 
cially intended  for  that  part  of  the  district  to 
dispense  with  certain  provisions  which  now 
have  to  be  complied  with.  It,  in  point  of  fact, 
brings  (hem  into  the  position  of  districts 
which  contain  only  one  hundred  of  population. 
The  2l8t  section  of  the  original  Act  allows  a 
loan  to  be  raised  without  a  poll  being  taken  in 
a  district  which  contains  not  more  than  one 
hundred  ratepayers.  Instead  of  their  having  a 
poll,  which  I  understand,  because  of  their  small 
numbers,  would  be  inconvenient,  they  may 
obtain  a  loan  by  memorial.  That  is  a  part 
of  the  BUI  which  is  quite  independent  of  the 
rest  of  the  Bill,  and  stands  absolutely  by  itself. 
Section  3,  I  apprehend,  is  not  one  which  is  at 
all  likely  to  cause  any  discussion,  because  it 
simply  provides  that,  while  the  loan  is  raised 
for  the  benefit  of  port  of  the  district,  the 
part  of  the  district  for  whose  benefit  that 
loan  is  to  be  raised  shall  be  continuous  and 
unbroken.  The  4th  clause  contains  a  pro- 
posal of  a  very  important  character.  In  point 
of  fact,  I  will  frankly  tell  the  Council,  it 
really  means  an  entire  change  of  the  pre- 
sent system  in  regard  to  polls  upon  which 
special  rating  is  to  be  founded  for  the  sup- 
port of  specicJ  loans.  Th3  Council  has  taken 
a  view  opposite  to  this  in  former  years.  The 
view  which  is  embodied  in  the  present  Act  is 
that,  in  order  to  carry  what  is  called  "  the 
proposal  for  the  loan,"  a  majority  in  number 
of  the  ratepayers  must  vote  for  it,  and  the 
number  so  voting  must  be  entitled  to  more 
than  half  in  number  of  the  vojies  which  can 
be  exercised  by  the  whole  number  of  the  rate- 
payers. That,  of  course,  means  the  whole 
number  poUable  but  not  polled.  Honourable 
gentlemen  will  see  that  the  proposal  here  is 
that  the  loan  shall  be  carried  if  three-fifths  of 
the  total  number  of  votes  given  at  the  poll 
are  given  in  favour  of  it.  I  do  not  wish  to 
be  in  the  least  misunderstood  on  this  point.  I 
call  honourable  members'  attention  to  that 
great  change  in  order  that  they  may  be  per- 
fectly well  aware  of  it,  and  not  be  able  to  say 
that  I  have  passed  the  thing  over  without  call- 
ing sufficient  attention  to  it.  As  to  the  5th 
clause :  I  dare  say  I  shall  be  forgiven  if  I  do  not 
go  into  an  elaborate  discussion  of  those  points. 
Tliey  are  not  at  all  of  a  vital  character,  nor  do 
they  involve  any  principle  whatever,  and  they 
can  be  much  more  conveniently  dealt  with  in 
Committee.  At  the  same  time,  I  shall  call  the 
special  attention  of  the  Committee  to  the  first 
subclause.  The  6th  clause  simply  extends  the 
Bating  Acts  in  force  to  rates  raised  under  the 
original  Act — a  matter  wliich  I  do  not  think 
is  likely  to  cause  much  discussion.  The  7th 
clause,  or  a  greater  part  of  it,  is  old;  the 
new  portion  of  it,  which  is  in  the  last  five  lines, 


ii  really,  I  think  we  may  say,  one  of  a  vary  nn- 
important  character.  The  8th  and  last  clause 
is  solely  devoted  to  providing  for  a  penalty  for 
forging  of  bonds,  coupons,  et  cetera.  Honour- 
able gentlemen  are  no  doubt  quite  familiar  vrith 
the  Bill,  and  I  will  simply  conclude  by  moving, 
That  the  Bill  be  nova  read  a  second  time. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  WATERHOUSE.— This,  Sir, 
at  any  rate,  is  not  a  machinery  Bill,  and  I  do 
not  think  that  any  one  will  call  in  question  mj 
statement  that  it  does  materially  encourago 
local  borrowing.  On  that  subject,  when  tha 
former  Bill  was  under  consideration,  I  said 
so  much  that  it  is  unnecessary  to  repeat  beta 
the  arguments  then  employed.  I  would  only 
say  this :  that  it  is  useless  to  talk  of  tapering 
off  borrowing  if  we  are  to  encourage  facilities 
being  given  to  local  Bodies  to  follow  an  example 
which  we  have  set  them,  and  which  we  have 
set  to  our  very  serious  cost.  This  Bill  contains 
three  radical  vices.  First  of  all,  it  is  retro- 
spective in  its  operation.  The  2nd  clause 
goes  much  further  than  my  honourable  friend 
Mr.  Stevens  states.  There  are  to  the  2nd 
clause  added  these  words :  "  This  enactment 
shall  be  deemed  to  have  been  passed  at  the 
date  of  the  passing  of  the  original  Act."  My 
honourable  friend  Dr.  Pollen  —  whom,  I  am 
sure,  we  all  regret  not  to  see  in  our  midst  this 
evening — in  dealing  with  Bills  of  this  charac- 
ter, used  to  observe  that  in  order  to  under- 
stand a  clause  Shright  it  was  often  desirable  to 
know  the  special  cause  which  originated  it; 
and  I  think,  if  we  want  to  have  a  distinct  un- 
derstanding of  the  meaning  of  this  clause,  we 
should  inquire  what  is  the  underlying  cause — 
which  has  not  been  referred  to  —  that  really 
renders  the  clause  necessary.  It  is  this :  Some 
time  ago,  in  one  of  the  Wairarapa  Districts, 
an  application  was  made  for  a  Government 
loan.  The  Law  Officers  of  the  Crown,  to  whom 
this  application  was  referred,  declared  that  it 
was  illegal,  and  that  the  Treasurer  ought  not 
to  comply  with  it.  In  spite  of  this  opinion 
distinctly  expressed  by  the  Law  Officers  of  the 
Crown,  the  advance  was  made;  and  here  by 
this  clause  we  are  asked  to  pass  a  covering  Act. 
I  do  not  think  we  should  pass  a  covering  Act 
without  such  expressions  of  regret  at  the  oc- 
currence as  we  have  a  right  to  demand.  As 
to  these  persons  who  have  wilfully  and  de- 
liberately broken  the  law,  we  should  let  them 
be  responsible  for  their  proceedings.  We  shall 
have  no  end  of  covering  Acts  if  every  time  a 
Minister  violates  the  law.  we  cover  his  laches 
without  any  demur  on  our  part.  I  have  no 
hesitation  in  declaring  the  retrospective  charac- 
ter of  the  2nd  clause  to  be  the  radical  vice  of 
this  Bill,  and  such  as  would  necessitate  its  not 
being  favourably  considered  by  the  Council. 
Then,  the  second  objectionable  feature  in  the 
Bill  is  with  regard  to  the  majority  whose  assent 
is  required  to  the  sanction  of  a  loan.  I  need 
not  say  much  upon  this  point.  The  Council 
has  so  frequently  and  so  decidedly  expressed 
an  opinion  that  these  local  loans  should  be 
authorised  by  the  sanction  of  a  distinct  majority 
of  the  ratepayers  on  the  roll  that  I  am  satisfied 
honourable  members  will  not  consent  now,  at 
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the  request  even  of  the  Hon.  Mr.  Stevens,  to 
depait  from  that  rule  which  they  have  seriously 
hud  down  for  their  guidance  in  former  years. 
There  is  a  third  rEkdical  defect  in  the  Bill, 
to  which  my  honourable  friend  has  not  re- 
ferred. That  is  contained  in  the  5th  clause. 
In  subsection  (4)  it  is  provided  that  the 
existing  provision  regarding  the  setting-aside 
of  sinking  funds  may  be  done  away  with.  I 
regard  it  as  a  matter  of  vital  importance  ia 
local  loans  that  there  should  be  a  sinking  fund. 
These  works  are  not  of  a  permanent  and  durable 
character,  and  in  many  parts  of  these  roads 
they  are  of  a  particularly  perishable  character. 
For  instance,  where  a  road  is  carried  over 
wooden  bridges,  these  bridges  do  not  last  more 
than  twenty-five  years,  I  believe,  as  a  rule.  It 
is  a  matter,  it  seems  to  me,  of  vital  importance 
that  in  all  these  cases  we  should  maintain 
that  there  shall  be  a  sinking  fund.  Unless 
provision  is  made  for  a  sinking  fund,  depend 
upon  it  what  has  happened  in  the  past  will  fre- 
quently occur  in  the  future  :  local  bodies  will 
go  on  with  local  works  as  long  as  they  can, 
and  when  these  works  get  out  of  repair  they 
will  authorise  fresh  loans  to  renew  the  works. 
This  is  the  third  radical  vice  in  the  Bill ;  and 
these  are  the  main  features  of  the  Bill,  and  I 
think  they  are  of  bo  objectionable  a  character 
that  the  Council  will  not  refuse  to  accede  to  my 
request  when  I  ask  their  consent  to  read  this 
Bill  a  second  time,  this  day  six  months.  I 
therefore  move,  Tlutt  the  Bill  be  read  the  second 
time  this  day  six  montlis.  At  the  same  time, 
as  there  may  be  some  amended  Bill  introduced 
in  the  course  of  another  year,  I  would  call 
attention  to  the  fact  that,  even  were  this  Bill 
desirable  on  other  grounds,  there  are  omissions 
that  would  render  it  undesirable  that  it  should 
be  proceeded  with  as  at  present  drawn.  My 
honourable  friend  has  laid  great  stress  upon 
the  21st  clause  of  the  existing  Act,  which  pro- 
vides that  special  districts  may  be  constituted, 
and  that  rates  may  bo  imposed  and  loans  may 
be  raised  without  any  poll  upon  the  assent  of 
three-quarters  of  the  ratepayers  of  the  district 
being  first  obtained.  If  that  is  not  to  work 
very  injuriously,  it  will  be  absolutely  necessary 
to  provide  some  checks  towards  preventing  the 
inclusion  in  the  proposed  districts  of  properties 
not  liable  to  be  benefited  by  these  works.  At 
the  present  time  there  has  been  shown  in 
several  districts  a  desire  to  make  separate  dis- 
tricts under  the  Act  which  would  be  liable  to  a 
special  rate,  and  to  include  in  these  districts 
t^e  properties  of  persons  who  have  no  interest 
whatever  in  the  works  sought  to  be  carried  on, 
and  for  the  simple  reason  that  these  properties 
would  contribute  a  largo  proportion  of  the  rates 
required  to  pay  the  interest  upon  the  debt.  I 
have  before  my  mind  at  the  present  time  the 
case  of  a  gentleman  well  known  to  honourable 
members — if  I  thought  it  desirable  to  mention 
his  name  —  whose  property  was  deliberately 
added  to  a  district  with  a  view  of  getting  the 
rates  attachable  to  the  property  in  reduction  of 
the  rates  of  other  persons.  The  works  were  not 
of  a  specially-urgent  character.  There  was 
great  objection  taken  to  them  on  the  part  of 


many  of  the  ratepayers ;  it  seemed  probabI« 
that  the  works  would  not  be  sanctioned  at  a 
meeting  of  the  ratepayers ;  and,  consequently, 
by  agreement,  the  promoters  let  oS  the  owners 
of  properties  who  were  opposed  to  the  project 
by  excluding  them  from  thd  district,  and  then, 
trusting  to  their  numerical  strength,  added 
to  the  district  a  large  property  just  outside  the 
bounds  of  the  district.  This  property,  against 
the  will  and  knowledge  of  the  proprietor,  was 
inserted  in  the  now  district,  and  a  tax  was  im- 
posed upon  it  that  was  altogether  unwarranted. 
It  is  quite  clear  that  there  is  in  this  powei-  of 
constituting  separate  districts  a  power  of  abuse 
such  as  I  have  mentioned.  Such  a  power  of  abuse 
was  contained  in  some  of  our  original  District 
Qailway  Bills.  That  was  provided  against  by 
its  being  rendered  compulsory  that  plans  of  the 
proposed  district  should  be  published  in  the 
papers,  and  that  every  person  claiming  that  he 
was  injuriously  affected  should  have  the  right 
of  appeal  against  his  property  being  inserted  in 
the  district  to  be  rated.  It  is  quite  clear  that 
some  such  provision  should  be  introduced  into 
this  Bill ;  and  if  the  Council  should  consent  to 
read  the  Bill  a  second  time,  as  I  hope  they  will 
not,  I  trust  a  provision  of  this  sort  will  be. 
introduced.  I  do  not  intend  to  say  anything 
more  in  regard  to  the  facilities  for  borrowing, 
and  the  danger  attendant  upon  these  facilities, 
which  are  sanctioned  by  this  Bill.  I  caunot, 
however,  refrain  from  making  one  remark  which 
bears  not  only  on  this  subject  but  upon  the 
general  subject  of  borrowing  for  locaJ  works 
throughout  the  colony,  especially  for  roads  for 
so-called  purposes  of  opening  the  country.  The 
road-communication  of  the  colony  is  to  a  great 
extent,  at  the  present  time,  supported  by  sub- 
sidies from  the  Government,  and  helped  out  of 
loans.  But  the  roads  of  the  oolony  at  the  present 
time  are  so  extensive  that  I  believe — nay,  I  am 
certain  —  it  will  be  utterly  impossible  for  the 
ratepayers  to  maintain  these  roads  whenever 
they  are  deprived  of  the  assistance  derived  from 
loans  and  from  the  Government.  The  more 
roads  we  sanction  making  by  local  loans  the 
more,  I  am  sure,  this  difficulty  will  be  felt  in 
future,  and  the  greater  the  danger  of  the  roads 
falling  into  disrepair.  I  will  not  occupy  the 
time  of  the  Council  any  longer.  I  sincerely 
hope  the  Bill — which  is,  to  my  mind,  of  so  ob- 
jectionable a  character — will  not  be  sanctioned 
by  the  Council,  but  that  the  amendment  which 
I  have  moved  will  be  unanimously  adopted. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  STEVENS.— I  trust  I  shall  b« 
acquitted  of  any  intention  of  covering  breaches 
of  the  law  by  bringing  forward  a  Bill  containing 
the  last  two  lines  which  appear  in  the  2nd  clause 
of  the  Bill.  This  is  the  first  time  I  have  hoard 
that  this  Bill  is  intended  to  cover  a  special  case 
in  the  Wairarapa,  and  it  is  a  great  surprise  to 
me  that  it  is  so.  It  does  not,  however,  appear 
to  me  that  that  need  be  considered  a  vital 
principle  of  the  Bill,  inasmuch  as  nothing  can 
bo  more  easy  than  to  strike  out  the  provision  if 
it  appears  objectionable.  Precisely  the  same 
remarks  apply  to  the  objection  raised  to  subsec- 
tion (4)  of  clause  6,  with  regard  to  doing  away 
with  the  necessity  of  attaching  the  sinking  fund 
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to  the  loans  being  laised.  It  appears  to  me  to 
'  be  a  veiy  small  thing,  if  my  honourable  friend 
'  does  not  agree  with  that  provision,  to  move  in 
Committee  that  it  be  struck  out,  and  then 
vre  shall  take  the  sense  of  the  Committee  on 
the  point.  Then,  there  is  the  main  point  of  the 
honourable  gentleman's  objection  to  the  Bill. 
I  thin&  it  is  right,  before  the  division  is  taken, 
that  it  should  be  clearly  understood  what  is 
the  allegation  in  regard  to  this  system.  It  is 
alleged  that  the  ratepayers  cannot  be  found  to 
como  to  the  poll  in  sufficient  numbers  to  support 
these  proposals  for  loans,  however  necessary 
they  may  be ;  and  that  they  are  in  the  habit — 
some  of  them,  at  all  events — of  staying  away 
iujd  thereby  making  it  absolutely  impossible  for 
the  object  sought  to  be  attained.  It  is  said 
that  large  numbers  of  districts  are  in  this 
position  :  that  they  can  get  nothing  in  the  way 
of  improving  their  roads,  and  that  these  roads 
are  in  such  condition  during  the  winter  as  to 
prevent  goods  from  being  carried  over  them ; 
and  that  all  this  is  caused  by  the  want  of  a 
little  assistance  of  this  kind.  I  think  it  right 
'  to  state  the  argument  in  favouir  of  the  change 
proposed,  in  order  that  honourable  gentlemen, 
before  giving  their  votes  on  this  subject,  should 
be  in  possession  of  it. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  McLE.4N.— The  2nd  clause  of 
the  Bill  refers  to  a  well-known  case.  Corre- 
spondence relating  to  it  has  been  published.  It 
refers  to  a  case  in  the  Wairarapa  in  which  the 
Colonial  Treasurer  overrode  the  advice  of  the 
Solicitor-General,  and  a  loan  was  granted  in 
spite  of  that  advice.  No  doubt  it  was  getting 
near  an  election,  and  I  suppose  it  was  necessary 
to  bo  a  little  lax  in  these  matters. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  BUCKLEY..— I  do  not  know 
Trhetber  the  honourable  gentleman  refers  to  a 
late  colleague  of  mine;  but,  if  so,  I  think  it 
is  unworthy  of  him  that  he  should  make  these 
statements  in  a  place  where  the  gentleman 
referred  to  has  no  possibility  of  defending 
himself. 

The  Hon.  the  SPEAKER.  —  I  think  the 
honourable  gentleman  should  withdraw  the 
observation. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  McLEAN.— I  shall  be  very 
happy  to  withdraw  anything  offensive  which  I 
have  said.  I  do  not  see,  myself,  that  unless 
there'  is  some  extraordinarily  strong  reason  why 
these  acts  should  be  condoned,  the  Bill  should 
be  passed.  These  Bills  are  coming  daily  be- 
fore this  Council.  There  have  been  several 
Bills  this  session,  and  some  one  really  must  be 
made  a  woful  example  of.  There  are  several 
indemnity  Bills  coming  forward  this  session, 
and  I  think  it  will  be  necessary  for  the  Coun- 
cil to  make  a  stand  somewhere.  I  look  upon 
clause  S  as  a  little  safeguard  against  the  action 
which  has  to  be  taken  under  the  Act,  because 
the  district  must  now  be  a  continuous  district, 
whereas  Under  the  Act  it  need  not  bo  so.  I 
showed  last  session  how  half  a  dozen  men 
might  join  together  and  borrow  money  in  order 
to  mako  roads  to  their  own  doors.  I  do  not 
think  it  was  intended  when  the  Act  was  passed 
that  such  a  thing  as  that  should  be  permitted. 
7ben,  we  come  to  clause  4,  which  is  a  clause 
Eon.  Mr.  SUvtn* 


that  the  Cooncil  has  frequently  disoassed, 
and  given  two  decisions  upon.  The  Hon.  Ur. 
Stevens  said  there  were  cases  in  which  loans 
could  not  be  obtained.  I  have  no  doubt  thai 
improper  loans  cannot  be  carried ;  but  will  th« 
honourable  gentleman  point  to  any  special  caae 
in  which  a  loan  has  not  been  carried — that  is  to 
say,  a  deserving  case  ?  There  are  several  ease* 
in  which  the  "majority"  mentioned  in  the  Act 
have  carried  loans  without  any  trouble.  I  am 
not  aware  of  any  case  where  there  has  been 
a  failure.  I  do  not  know  of  a  case  in  Otago 
where  the  party  in  favour  of  borrowing  have 
failed  to  get  a  majority.  I  should  like  to  ask 
the  Hon.  Mr.  Stevens  if  that  is  a  vital  principle 
of  the  Bill ;  because  it  would  determine  how 
one  might  vote  on  the  measure.  I  need  not 
say  anything  farther.  The  whole  Bill  is  open- 
ing the  door  to  further  borrowing. 

The  Hon.  Dr.  GRACE.— If  you  take  out  th*t 
clause  the  remainder  of  the  Bill  is  really  not 
required.  The  crucial  test  of  the  fairness  of 
the  "  majority  "  demanded  by  the  Legislative 
Council  for  the  purpose  of  sanctioning  these 
loans  was  applied  in  the  case  of  the  Napier 
Harbour  Board's  Loan  Bill  when  the  neces- 
sary majority,  as  defined  by  the  Council,  was 
secured  by  the  Harbour  Board.  I  hold  that 
the  people  of  Now  Zealand  are  far  too  speca- 
lative  where  borrowed  money  is  concerned,  and 
I  maintain  that  wo  are  strictly  bound  to  con- 
sider these  matters,  to  insist  upon  thinking  for 
those  whom  we  are  representing,  and  to  insist 
that  steps  shall  be  taken  to  ascertain  the  reaJ 
mind  of  the  people  before  their  property  is 
pledged  for  the  loans  raised  by  local  bodies. 
I  shall  certainly  vote  that  the  measure  be  read 
the  second  time  this  day  six  months,  and  I  am 
sure'  that  in  doing  so  I  shall  be  acting  in  the 
best  interests  of  the  colony. 

The  Council  divided  on  the  question,  "  That 
the  word  proposed  to  be  struck  out  stand 
part  of  the  question." 


Atks,  8. 

Baillie 

Dignan 

Whitaker 

Bamicoat 

Peacock 

Williams. 

Bonai 

Stevens 
Noes,  20. 

Acland 

Lahmann 

Fharazyn 

Buckley 

Martin 

Reynolds 

Grace 

McLean 

Scotland 

Hart 

Menzies 

Rwanson 

Holmes 

Miller 

Taiaroa 

Johnson 

Oliver 

Waterhonse. 

Kenny 

Peter 

Ma  ority  against 

12. 

Word  "  now  "  struck  out. 

Bill  ordered  to  be  read  the  second  time  that 

day  six  months. 

REPRESENTATION  BILL. 
On  the  motion  for  the  committal  of  this  Bill, 
The  Hon.  Mr.  BUCKLEY  said,— Before  you 
leave  the  chair,  Sir,  I  should  like  to  say  a  few 
words  with  regard  to  this  Bill,  as  I  had  not 
the  opportunity  of  speaking  when  the  second 
reading  of  the  Bill  was  before  the  Council. 
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My  remarks  will  be  very  short,  and  will  be 
'made  not  with  the  intention  of  opposing  the 
Bill,  but  of  suggesting  one  or  two  ajnendments 
which  I  wish  to  moTo  in  Committee,  And  I 
take  this  opportunity  of  giving  my  honourable 
friend  in  charge  of  the  Bill  notice  of  these 
amendments.  I  haye  a  lively  reooUeotion 
of  the  care  and  attention  that  were  bestowed 
on  me  in  connection  with  the  Bill  that  was 
introduced  last  session  —  care  and  attention 
which  probably  no  one  has  ever  received  in 
this  colony  before,  and  I  believe  no  one  ever 
will  receive.  _  It  appears  to  mo  that  the  ex- 
pressions which  were  used  by  the  Hon.  Mr. 
Watethouso  on  the  second  reading  of  this 
Bill  are  true  in  every  sense  of  the  word, 
though  it  is  possible  they  will  not  be  strictly 
correct  within  the  meaning  of  what  is  known 
as  the  Constitution  Act.  That  the  Bill  is 
unconstitutional  I  have  very  little  doubt ; 
and,  while  I  desire  to  afford  representatives 
of  the  people  all  the  facilities  which  they  de- 
serre  for  their  own  purposes,  I  think  I  should 
not  be  doing  my  duty  if  I  were  not  to  point  out 
that,  in  my  opinion,  this  Bill  is  unconstitu- 
tional. And  I  intend  to  move  an  amendment, 
that  it  shall  not  come  into  operation  earlier 
than  the  8th  October,  1889.  A  similar  amend- 
ment was  moved  in  another  place,  and  I  be- 
lieve that  those  who  voted  against  it  will  have 
cause  to  regret  it.  Section  2  proposes  to  give 
to  the  Government  a  power  which,  in  my 
opinion,  should  not  be  given  to  them.  My 
honourable  friend  the  Attorney-General,  in  re- 
ferring to  this  matter  yesterday,  pointed  out 
that  this  would  also  aftect  the  members  of 
the  Government  themselves — that  their  seats 
might  also  be  affected.  That  is  quite  true; 
but  nevertheless  I  do  not  think  they  should  be 
allowed  to  have  the  power  which  is  proposed 
to  be  given  under  this  section.  In  regard  to 
clause  S,  I  intend  to  move  an  amendment  to 
this  eflect :  to  strike  out  the  words  "  within 
such  time  as  he  shall  determine,"  and  to 
insert  the  words  "before  the  next  session  of 
the  General  Assembly."  It  will  be  obvious  to 
honourable  members  that  that  is  an  amend- 
ment which  is  essentially  necessary.  We 
all  remember  the  manner  in  which  the  pre- 
sent electoral  districts  were  constituted,  and 
the  hurry  and  confusion  which  occurred  on 
that  occasion,  and  the  difficulty  which  occurred 
with  regard  to  the  formation  of  the  electoral 
rolls.  These  difficulties,  I  think,  were  shown 
to  have  been  very  great.  I  may  say  that 
the  electoral  rolls  of  the  colony  now  ore  in  a 
worse  state  of  confusion  than  they  were  ever 
in  before.  And  it  is  with  a  view  of  enabling 
the  Commissioners  to  make  the  divisions  of  the 
electoral  districts  that  I  propose  sufficient  time 
should  be  given  under  this  Bill.  It  is  only 
right  that  they  should  have  that  opportunity. 
This  Bill  is  introduced  for  the  purpose  of 
effecting  retrenchment,  and  I  shall  be  glad  to 
afford  every  facility  in  passing  it  through  the 
Council.  I  hope  the  amendment  of  which  I 
have  given  notice  will  be  carried  by  the  Coun- 
cil. 

Bill  committed. 


IK  COMHITTBB. 

Clause  2. — House  of  Bepresentatives  to  con- 
sist of  seventy-four  members,  whereof  four  .to 
be  Maoris. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  BUCELKY  moved,  That  the 
word  *■  sooner  "  be  struck  out. 

The  Committee  divided  on  the  question, 
"  That  the  word  proposed  to  be  omitted  stand 
part  of  the  clause." 


Ateb.  25. 

Acland 

Kenny 

Phaiazyn 

Bamicoat 

Lohmann 

Beynolds 

Bonar 

McLean 

Richmond 

Chamberlin 

Menzies 

Stevens 

Dignon 

Miller 

Swanson 

Grace 

Oliver 

Taiaroa 

Hart 

Peacock 

Whitaket 

Holmes 

Peter 

Williams. 

Johnson 

Noes,  6. 

Buckley 

Scotland 

Wahavraha. 

Martin 

Shrimski 

Majority  against 

20. 

Amendment  negatived. 

Bill  reported  without  amendment,  and  read 

a  third  time. 

WELUNGTON  COLLEGE  AND  GIRLS* 
HIGH  SCHOOL  BILL. 

The  Hon. Mr.  STEVENS  moved,  TliatthisBia 
be  read  the  second  time.  He  said  it  proposed  to 
alter  the  constitution  of  the  governing  body  of 
the  College  to  some  extent.  There  was  one 
provision  in  the  2nd  clause  which  was  a  little 
unusual.  The  Mayor  and  the  Chairman  of 
the  Education  Board  of  Wellington  were  to  be 
members  of  the  governing  body,  and  then  the 
other  nine  members  were  to  be  divided  into 
three  equal  groups — three  to  be  appointed  by 
the  Government,  three  to  be  appointed  by  the 
graduates  of  the  University  of  New  Zealand  on 
the  books  of  the  Wellington  College,  and  three 
by  theparents  of  the  pupils  who  hod  been  attend- 
ing the  College  for  not  less  than  one  quarter. 
He  understood  that  this  lost  was  adopted  bom 
an  arrangement  of  the  same  kind  which  existed 
in  Auckland.  The  greater  portion  of  the  Bill 
consisted  entirely  of  the  usual  provisions  for  the 
procedure  of  the  Board,  and  as  to  the  conduct 
of  its  business,  the  proper  auditing  of  its  ac- 
counts, and  the  regulating  of  its  meetings — in 
point  of  fact,  the  usual  clauses  affecting  insti- 
tutions of  the  kind.  There  was,  however,  a  pro- 
vision in  relation  to  a  portion  of  the  reserves, 
power  being  given  to  borrow  in  a  different 
manner  from  that  under  which  the  trustees 
could  borrow  under  the  existing  law.  The 
trustees  were  unable  to  raise  money  by  way 
of  mortgage  with  the  power  of  sole.  They 
could  raise  it  without  a  power,  but  not  with 
one.  And  this  Bill  enabled  them  to  do  that 
which  they  were  at  present  unable  to  do.  He 
understood  that  the  trustees  had  already,  in 
some  manner,  borrowed  under  mortgage — Uiat 
was  to  say,  they  had  given  to  some  persons  a 
mortgage,  and  that,  of  course,  without  a  power 
of  sale ;  and  it  was  only  desired  that  that  should 
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ba  put  into  a  more  satisfaotory  shape  so  far 
as  those  who  lent  the  money  were  concerned. 
The  building  had  been  erected,  be  believed,  by 
the  individuals  who  at  present  held  the  mort- 
gage. 

The  Hon.  Dr.  GRACE.— A  short-dated  loan. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  STEVENS  said  it  was  desired 
to  raise  the  money  on  mortgage  with  the  power 
of  sale  in  order  to  pay  the  loan  oS.  There  was 
nothing  beyond  that,  he  thought,  which  was  of 
an  unusual  character  in  the  Bill ;  he  should 
probably,  therefore,  be  consulting  the  wishes  of 
honourable  gentlemen  if  he  did  not  take  more 
time  in  moving  the  second  reading.  Ho  should 
be  happy  to  give  any  farther  information  to 
any  honourable  gentlemen  who  desired  it. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  SCOTLAND  said  thU  Bill 
Afforded  a  beautiful  illustration  of  the  manner 
in  which  public  bodies  go  to  work  in  New  Zea- 
land, and  a  great  many  private  individuals  also, 
for  the  matter  of  that.  The  Girls'  High  School 
was  built  upon  what  waa  commonly  called 
"  tick."  They  had  a  discussion  about  this  mat- 
ter in  the  Council  last  year.  He  went  over  the 
building  before  it  was  finished.  Everything  in 
it  was  of  a  sumptuous  character.  It  was  per- 
fectly collegiate,  and  was  far  in  advance  of  the 
requirements  even  of  the  important  City  of 
Wellington.  He  ventured  to  say  that  a  build- 
ing costing  £600  or  £800  would  have  been 
ample  and  more  than  ample  for  the  money 
at  the  command  of  the  governing  body. 
He  now  understood  why  these  gentlemen,  last 
year,  were  so  anxious  to  get  hold  of  10,000 
acres  of  land  at  Taranaki.  They  had  a  keen 
eye  for  that  fine  reserve.  They  wanted  to  do 
what  was  vulgarly  called  "  raise  the  wind." 
Honourable  members  managed  to  thwart  the 
object  lost  year,  and  he  was  glad  to  see  that  a 
lesson  hod  been  taken  by  the  rough  handling 
which  the  Bill  received  on  that  occasion.  He 
supposed  the  Bill  must  be  passed  ;  or  how  was 
the  poor  contractor  to  get  his  money  ? 

An  Hon.  Mehbgb. — Vote  against  the  Bill. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  SCOTLAND  did  not  think  he 
would  be  justified  in  voting  against  tlie  Bill. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  REYNOLDS  said  the  trades- 
man would  not  be  done  out  of  his  money.  He 
would  far  sooner  see  the  building  paid  for  by  the 
colony  than  allow  the  Bill  to  pass  as  at  present 
framed.  The  first  part  of  the  Bill  was  simply 
an  altered  constitution  of  the  Board.  That 
clause  provided  that  three  members  should  be 
elected  by  the  graduates  of  the  University  of 
New  Zealand  on  the  books  of  the  Wellington 
College.  There  was  no  occasion  to  provido  for 
the  election  of  three  members  by  the  graduates 
of  a  University  College  which  did  not  exist. 
If  they  passed  this  Bill  without  striking  out 
these  words  they  were  virtually  relegating  to  a 
body  which  did  not  exist  the  election  of  three 
members.  In  the  18th  section  there  wero  the 
words  "  the  lands  of."  In  the  Act  of  1878,  to 
which  this  referred,  there  was  a  clause  similar 
to  this,  with  the  exception  of  the  words  "  the 
lands  of."  Under  it  it  was  provided  that 
persons  might  lend  money  in  one  or  more 
mortgages  upon  the  rents  or  profits  of  all  or 
any  part  of  the  lands  vested  in  the  governing 
Bon.  Mr.  Stevens 


body.  According  to  the  Bill  now  before  (h* 
Coanoil  they  oould  borrow  money  not  onlj 
upon  the  rents  or  profits,  but  by  giving  power 
of  sale  over  the  freehold.  The  rents  or  profiti 
at  the  present  time  were  only  £35  per  amiiim. 
What  they  desired  to  do  was  to  borrow  £6,000 
at  7  per  cent. :  that  would  involve  an  a-TiniiiJ 
payment  for  interest  of  £120.  The  reserve!  only 
brought  in  £35,  and  if  they  were  all  let  they 
would  only  bring  in  £150.  Such  being  the  case, 
he  thought  the  Council  would  not  be  justified 
in  allowing  the  Board  to  give  a  mortgage  over 
the  land.  The  Act  of  1873  provided  that  in 
borrowing  they  were  to  do  bo  without  the  power 
of  selling  the  freehold  of  the  land.  This  Bill 
gave  the  power  to  sell  the  freehold.  Supposing 
they  gave  a  mortgage  upon  the  security  of  their 
endowments,  and  also  upon  the  site  of  the 
building  in  Wellington,  and  upon  the  building 
itself,  it  was  very  clear  that  the  income  of  the 
governing  body  would  not  be  sufficient  to  pay 
the  £420  a  year  interest ;  and  if  they  failed 
to  pay  the  interest  the  mortgagee  would  come 
down  upon  the  whole  of  that  property.  Then 
there  would  be  an  outcry  against  allowing  th* 
school  to  be  sold ;  the  Qovemment  would  be 
interviewed  by  all  the  Wellington  members, 
and  pressure  brought  to  induce  it  to  step 
forward  and  pay  the  money.  They  would  say, 
"Oh,  you  can  never  allow  the  sale  of  onx 
Girls'  High  School  I "  If  the  Government  con- 
sidered the  colony  liable,  it  would  be  far  better 
to  pay  the  money  at  once  and  have  done  with 
it.  if  it  were  the  desire  of  Parliament  to  sek 
the  governing  body  free,  let  the  money  be  paid 
and  have  done  with  it ;  but  do  not  seek  to  do  ik 
in  an  underhand  way,  like  that  which  was  pro- 
posed in  the  Bill.  It  was  only  a  deception  to 
allow  members  to  suppose  that  the  governing 
body  would  try  to  pay  their  interest  or  principal. 
He  had  heard  quite  sufficient  in  the  street  to 
convince  him  that  the  governing  body  would 
not  distress  themselves  to  pay  either  principal 
or  interest.  It  was  very  clear  that  they  could 
not  do  so,  and  it  would  be  better  to  meet  the 
question  at  once.  If  the  Government  thought 
it  absolutely  necessary  to  acquire  the  building 
they  should  put  a  sum  on  the  estimates  for  it. 

The  Hon.  Dr.  GRACE  said  that  if  the  Hon. 
Mr.  Reynolds's  statement  was  a  correct  one  the 
person  holding  the  security  at  present  had  got 
rather  a  comfortable  thing.  As  soon  as  ever 
the  Government  contemplated  throwing  the 
maintenance  of  charitable  institutions  on  the 
rates  it  put  a  clause  in  the  Special  Powers 
and  Contracts  Act  making  over  the  valuable 
endowments  of  the  hospitaj  to  the  High  School. 
He  (Dr.  Grace)  did  everything  he  could  to  per- 
suade the  Council  that  a  gross  injustice  was 
being  committed ;  but,  in  spite  of  his  efforts,  the 
Council  without  any  hesitation  gave  the  hos- 
pital reserves  to  the  Girls'  High  School.  It 
amounted  to  this :  that  at  the  present  moment 
the  rates  of  the  people  were  paying  for  the  land 
that  was  taken  for  the  Girls'  High  School: 
that  was  to  say,  if  this  gross  act  of  injustice 
had  not  been  perpetrated  the  ratepayers  of 
Wellington  would  bo  now  receiving  £300  or 
£400  a  year  ground-rent  from  that  property  in 
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dimination  of  their  charitable-aid  expenditnie. 
The  next  thing  was,  having  performed  that  aot 
of  spoliation,  the  Premier  of  the  day,  with  that 
enthusiasm  for  education  which  he  exhibited, 
wrote  a  memorandum,  upon  the  basis  of  which 
the  Oovernorg  of  the  College  erected  the  build- 
ing.  The  building  was  put  up,  the  contraotor 
asked  for  his  money,  and  there  waa  no  money, 
of  course.  A  Bill  was  brought  down  to  Parlia- 
ment to  ratify  that  expenditure.  Parliament 
last  year  threw  the  Bill  out.  This  Bill  was 
practically  a  Bill  to  remedy  evils  such  as  he 
had  described.  Let  honourable  gentlemen  go 
to  the  root  of  the  evil  and  let  them  bring  in  a 
Bill  reimbursing  the  citizens  of  Wellington  for 
the  endowment  which  had  been  taken  from 
them  and  applied  to  this  purpose. 

An  Hon.  Member. — Nonsense. 

The  Hon.  Dr.  OBACE  said  the  honourable 
member  might  call  it  "nonsense,"  but  he  called 
it  simple  justice.  His  honourable  friend  Mr. 
Scotland  had  an  idea  that  the  measure  brought 
in  last  year  for  the  establishment  of  the  Wel- 
lington University  College,  which  proposed 
to  take  an  endowment  of  10,000  acres  of  land 
within  the  Taranaki  District,  was  the  same  Bill 
as  this.  The  honourable  gentleman  supposed 
that  one  of  the  objects  of  that  Bill  was  to  get 
hold  of  that  endowment  for  the  purpose  of  the 
Girls'  High  School.  The  two  things  had  no 
relation  whatever.  There  was  no  kind  of  rela.- 
tionship  between  the  two  purposes.  His  only 
object  was  to  point  out  to  honourable  members 
how  very  little  these  things  were  really  under- 
stood. He  did  not  think  the  Council  would 
blame  the  Hon.  Mr.  Stevens  for  his  want  of 
enthusiasm  in  recommending  the  measure. 
The  money  was  due  to  the  contractor.  A 
short-dated  agreement  had  been  made,  but 
how  the  money  at  the  end  of  the  short-dated 
agreement  was  to  be  found  he  did  not  know. 
Honourable  members  ought  to  be  fair  and 
straight  in  these  matters  with  each  other.  He 
was  perfectly  sure  that  the  money  expended  on 
the  Girls'  High  School  was  for  away  in  excess 
of  the  needs  of  the  place. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  McLEAN  remarked  that, 
whatever  any  one  might  think  of  portions  of 
this  Bill,  there  were  clauses  in  it  which  he 
hoped  the  Council  would  never  allow  to  pass. 
This  practice  of  entering  into  engagements  and 
requiring  confirmation  of  those  engagements 
afterwards  was  becoming  too  common,  and 
it  was  time,  now,  that  some  one  was  taught  a 
lesson;  and  probably  this  would  be  a  case  to 
pick  out  in  order  to  make  an  example  of  it. 
He  understood  from  what  he  had  heard  that 
the  contract  for  this  building  was  entered  into 
with  the  contractors  without  competition,  and 
the  parties  were  to  take  a  mortgage  on  the 
building  and  rents.  On  that  understanding 
the  contractors,  as  contractors  always  do — and 
he  believed  it  was  reasonable  that  they  should 
do  so — put  on  a  large  price  for  the  risk  they  un- 
dertook. But  if  they  took  a  risky  security  they 
made  their  bargain,  and  had  the  extra  price  for 
the  building.  Therefore  he  thought  they  should 
be  left  with  their  bargain  as  they  mode  it.  As 
to  giving  the  power  of  sale  over  the  reserves. 


he  hoped  the  Oounoil  would  never  agree  to 
such  a  provision.  They  had  hitherto  taJcen  an 
even  course  in  such  matters  as  that,  and  had 
declined  to  give  such  a  power.  He  hoped  they 
were  not  going  to  give  it  now.  In  the  first 
part  of  the  Bill,  as  had  been  referred  to  by  th« 
Hon.  Mr.  Beynolds,  it  was  proposed  to  esta- 
blish a  University  College  in  Wellington.  H« 
hoped  the  Government  were  not  going  to  bring 
forward  a  University  College  Bill  again.  The 
number  of  universities  in  New  Zealand  was  far 
in  excess  of  what  the  people  should  be  asked 
to  pay  for.  If  New  Zealand  had  been  content 
with  one  university,  it  would  have  been  a  good 
university,  and  would  have  given  proper  teach- 
ing ;  but  every  province  must  agitate  for  one, 
and  most  of  them  had  been  successful  in 
getting  one — Dunedin  hod  one,  Auckland  had 
one,  and  Wellington  wemted  one,  and  Kapiec 
would  want  one.  They  had  had  enough  of 
universities,  and  he  was  not  going  to  agree  to 
the  establishment  of  another  one.  He  thought 
that  the  best  way  to  deal  with  the  Bill  was  to 
vote  against  it.  He  thought  it  was  a  very 
wrong  thing  to  take  away  tiie  reserve  for  the 
purpose  of  handing  it  over  to  the  Colleg* 
Governors. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  WATEBHOUSE  did  not 
agree  with  his  honourable  friend  altogether, 
and  thought  the  proper  way  to  treat  this  Bill 
was,  not  to  vote  against  it,  but  to  move  that  it 
be  read  that  day  six  months.  He  accordingly 
took  that  course.  He  was  much  interested  in 
the  remarks  of  his  honourable  friend  Dr.  Grace. 
As  honourable  members  were  aware,  he  was 
away  from  the  colony  for  some  time,  and  on 
his  return  he  was  astonished  to  see  that  steps 
had  been  taken  towards  the  building  of  a 
high  school  on  a  reserve  which  had  been  set 
apart  for  charitable  purposes.  He  had  made 
inquiries  as  to  how  that  had  been  done,  and 
until  the  Hon.  Dr.  Grace  mentioned  the  circum- 
stances he  was  not  aware  that  it  had  been  dona 
under  the  Special  Powers  and  Contracts  Act. 
He  considered  that  that  was  a  cruel  measure 
of  injustice  to  the  poor  people  of  Wellington, 
— to  deprive  them  of  an  endowment  that  was 
set  apart  for  charitable  purposes.  He  had 
seen  with  some  surprise  about  twelve  months 
ago  that  efforts  were  being  made  towards 
erecting  a  school  upon  the  site  of  that  en- 
dowment. It  was  then  that  he  first  becams 
aware  of  the  fact  that  this  endowment  had  been 
handed  over  to  the  Board  of  Governors  of  the 
Wellington  College.  He  had  watched  their 
proceedings  with  a  good  deal  of  interest,  and 
more  especially  when  the  Board  decided  to 
erect  a  building  on  this  property.  They  had  not 
the  funds,  nor  had  they  the  means  of  raising 
the  funds;  so  that  they  put  themselves  into 
communication  with  one  or  two  private  con- 
tractors, and  asked  these  contractors  upon 
what  terms  they  would  build  a  high  school, 
payment  to  be  made  in  debentures  to  be  issued 
under  the  High  School  Reserves  Act,  an  Aot 
which  authorised  Education  Boards  to  borrow 
money  on  the  security  of  the  rents  and  profits 
of  land  temporarily  mortgaged.  The  con- 
tractors offered  to  undertake  this  work  and 
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to  receive  payment  in  debentaies.  Of  conne, 
under  these  ciicumatances  it  was  a  second- 
class  security,  and  the  contractor  would  re- 
quire to  compensate  himself  by  an  increased 
price  for  the  performance  of  the  contract.  The 
contractor  performed  the  contract,  and  got  paid 
in  debentures ;  and,  having  got  payment  for 
the  work  in  debentures  of  second-class  security, 
it  was  now  sought  to  turn  these  debentures  into 
debentures  of  first-class  security  and  to  give 
the  contractor  power  of  sale  over  the  land  itself, 
in  addition  to  the  rente  and  debentures.  The 
contractor,  whoever  he  might  be,  had  entered 
into  this  contract  with  his  eyes  open,  and  he 
knew  that  he  was  to  receive,  in  payment  for 
the  work,  debentures  upon  the  security  of  the 
rents  and  profits  of  this  land.  It  was  open  to 
him  to  either  take  the  contract  or  reject  it.  He 
took  the  contract,  and  in  doing  so  he  undertook 
the  risk  that  accompanied  it ;  and  the  colony 
was  no  longer  pledged  to  him.  It  was  open 
to  very  great  objection  that  engagements  of 
this  character  entered  into  openly  and  wil- 
fully should  bo  sought  to  be  reversed,  and 
that  the  Ijegislature  should  be  expected  as 
a  matter  of  course  to  cover  those  who  engaged 
in  them  with  its  protecting  shield.  It  was  time, 
as  the  Hon.  Mr.  McLean  bad  said,  that  they 
should  teach  these  men  a  lesson.  He  thought 
it  would  be  a  benefit  in  all  respects  that  the 
Bill  should  be  rejected,  and  be  begged  to  move. 
That  the  BiU  be  read  the  second  time  that  day 
«x  months. 

The  Hon.  Sir  F.  WHITAKER  said  he  hoped 
the  Council  would  not  come  to  a  conclusion  to 
throw  out  the  Bill.  The  whole  of  the  discus- 
sion had  taken  place  upon  one  clause — the  18th ; 
but  that  could  be  dealt  with  in  Committee ; 
and  therefore  it  would  be  a  pity  to  throw  out 
the  Bill  on  account  of  the  18th  clause.  There 
were  three  Acts  in  operation  in  reference  to  this 
matter — the  Wellington  College  Act  of  1872, 
the  Act  of  1877,  and  the  Act  of  1878.  This 
Bill  consolidated  these  Acts,  and  put  the 
whole  into  one  measure.  There  was  no  doubt 
that  the  provisions  for  the  management  at 
the  present  time  were  not  of  the  best  descrip- 
tion. The  provisions  in  the  Bill  in  regard 
to  management  were  of  great  importance, 
and,  whether  the  Council  threw  out  clause 
18  or  left  it  in,  there  must  be  something  done 
about  the  management  of  the  institution.  The 
Bill  gave  better  opportunities  of  management 
than  the  existing  laws,  and  he  hoped  the 
Council  would  not  throw  out  the  Bill,  whatever 
they  might  do  in  regard  to  particular  clauses 
in  it.  He  was  not  now  going  into  the  question 
as  to  whether  that  clause  was  proper  or  im- 
proper, as  he  thought  that  was  entirely  a  Com- 
mittee question.  It  was  only  one  clause  out 
of  twenty  clauses,  and  nineteen  out  of  the 
twenty  clauses  were  useful ;  and  it  would  be  a 
pity  to  throw  out  the  nineteen  clauses  on  ac- 
count of  this  objectionable  one.  When  they 
went  into  Committee  they  could  discuss  the 
question  about  the  18th  clause.  In  the  mean- 
time, he  hoped  the  Council  would  allow  the  Bill 
to  be  read  a  second  time. 
The  Hon.  Mr.  JOHNSON  said  he  certainly 
Eon.  Ur.  fyaterhotise 


was  veiT  much  surprised  at  a  good  deal  Otat 
had  fallen  from  honourable  members  with 
reference  to  this  Bill,  and  he  could  not  con- 
gratulate honourable  members  on  the  liberally 
of  their  views  in  regard  to  this  matter.  He  did 
not  think  honourable  members  knew  the  posi- 
tion of  those  things.  If  they  looked  at  Dtm- 
edin,  or  Christchurch,  or  Auckland  they  saw 
how  their  schools  were  supported  ;  they  found 
that  they  were  not  obliged  to  come  and  adopit 
measures  such  as  the  Wellington  people  bad  to 
adopt  in  order  to  keep  the  school  going :  nothing 
of  the  kind.  There  were  endless  endowments 
for  these  places  for  aiding  their  schools ;  bnt 
in  Wellington  there  was  nothing  whatever  to 
assist  the  trustees,  and  they  were  obliged  to  do 
what  they  possibly  could  to  keep  this  institn- 
tion  going.  It  was  absolutely  necessary  to 
have  this  institution  going  on  in  a  town  of  this 
description.  It  had  been  stated  that  the  build- 
ing was  a  very  extravagant  one.  What  did  they 
say  of  the  buildings  in  Danedin,  where  the 
buildings  of  one  establishment  alone  were  said 
to  have  cost  £30,000  ?  What  did  the  building 
cost  in  Christchurch  or  Auckland  ?  There  was 
no  such  disproportion  between  the  population 
of  Wellington  and  these  tovnis  as  to  warrant 
any  great  difference  in  their  scholastic  require- 
ments ;  and  he  would  point  out  that  the  school 
itself  was  increasing  very  rapidly.  It  would 
have  been  absurd  for  them  to  have  put  up  a 
building  which  tbe  Governors  would  have  been 
obliged  afterwards  to  add  to  or  partially  poll 
down  in  order  to  provide  the  necessary  accom- 
modation. 

An  Hon.  SIsmbeb. — How  many  pupils  an 
there? 

The  Hon.  Mr.  JOHNSON  replied  that  he  did 
not  exactly  know.  He  was  sorry  that  honour- 
able members  had  taken  this  view  of  the  mat- 
ter. As  regarded  the  transfer  of  the  hospital 
reserve,  he  only  wished  tliere  had  been  any 
other  ground  which  the  school  could  have  been 
built  upon.  But  there,  again,  there  was  an 
immense  difficulty  to  contend  with.  There 
was  no  site  in  Wellington,  unfortunately,  that 
could  have  been  useful  for  the  purpose.  He 
did  not  know  exactly  how  it  had  come  aboot 
that  the  reserve  was  transferred.  That  he 
would  not  argue  at  all.  But  the  fact  resMined 
that  the  reserve  bad  been  handed  over  to  the 
trustees,  and  they  were  perfectly  justified  in 
making  use  of  it.  It  was  not  their  fault  that 
it  vras  banded  over  to  them,  and  yet  they  were 
now  charged  with  making  an  ill  use  of  tbe 
land.  The  suggestion  which  fell  from  the  Hon. 
Mr.  Reynolds  was  the  only  practical  suggestion 
that  had  been  made, — that  the  expenditure 
should  be  met  by  a  direct  vote.  Was  there 
any  chance  of  that  sort  of  thing  happening? 
No.  If  a  vote  were  brought  up  it  would  be 
rejected  at  once.  The  question  was,  How  could 
that  institution  be  carried  on?  and  he  knew 
that  at  the  present  moment  it  was  a  very  great 
question  whether  they  could  continue  it  even 
as  it  now  was.  In  all  other  towns  the  grants  for 
educational  purposes  of  this  kind  were  larger 
than  here.  Indeed,  every  penny  that  had  been 
spent  here  had  been  obtained  with  the  greatest 
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difficulty.  Then,  with  regard  to  the  reserves 
in  the  hands  of  the  trnatees,  these  had  been 
looked  np  in  suoh  a  manner  that  the  trustees 
were  not  able  to  deal  with  them  bo  as  to  obtain 
money  upon  them.  While  the  reserves  in  other 
districts  -were  larger  than  those  of  Wellington, 
he  believed  it  would  be  found,  upon  looking  up 
the  Act,  that  the  Otago  trustees  had  far  greater 
powers  over  their  property  than  the  trustees  in 
Wellington  had. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  REYNOLDS.— The  trustees 
of  the  Otago  reserves  have  merely  the  power 
which  was  given  in  the  Act,  the  same  as  to 
Wellington,  that  they  can  dispose  of  their  pro- 
perty for  the  purpose  of  putting  up  buildings  ; 
but  the  cost  of  the  buildings  must  not  exceed 
one-eighth  of  the  whole  value  of  the  reserve. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  JOHNSON  remarked  that, 
having  erected  a  building  which  cost  £80,000, 
their  property  must  then  be  worth  £240,000. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  REYNOLDS  said  he  did  not 
wish  to  interrupt  the  honourable  member,  but, 
when  the  honourable  member  said  that  the 
building  cost  £30,000,  be  (Mr.  Reynolds)  felt 
bound  to  inform  the  Cooncil  that  this  was  not 
so. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  JOHNSON  stated  that  some 
educational  buildings  in  Dunedin  cost  upwards 
of  £SO,000. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  BEYNOLDS.— No. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  JOHNSON  said  he  had  often 
heard  it  stated  so,  and  he  believed  there  was  a 
great  deal  of  truth  in  it ;  and  if  it  had  not  cost 
quite  £30,000,  he  believed  that  was  close  upon 
it.  But  there  was  nothing  to  compare  with  that 
extravagance  here ;  for  extravagance  it  was.  He 
trusted  that  honourable  members  would  look 
with  some  favour  upon  the  proposals  brought 
forward ;  and,  if  they  objected  to  the  particular 
proposal  in  this  Bill  for  borrowing  money  to 
get  rid  of  this  liability,  some  other  means 
ahonld  be  fotmd  of  doing  it.  If  members  only 
looked  into  the  circumstances  of  the  case 
they  would  see  that  no  other  part  of  the  colony 
was  placed  in  the  position  that  Wellington 
was  in.  The  reserves  which  had  been  given 
to  them  were  not  of  such  value  as  could  enable 
the  Oovemors  to  oaxry  on  the  duties  falling 
to  their  lot.  And,  as  he  had  said  before,  un- 
less some  assistance  were  given  he  believed 
matters  would  be  very  much  complicated.  He 
did  not  know  whether  the  Governors  would  be 
able  to  continue  the  institution  at  all.  At  the 
present  moment,  as  had  been  rightly  stated, 
the  interest  on  the  money  was  7  per  cent.  If 
TOfiftns  were  provided  by  which  this  money  could 
be  obtained  on  proper  security,  that  large  in- 
terest would  be  reduced  to  5  or  4  per  cent.,  and 
the  difference  would  enable  them  to  make  ends 
meet.  A  reduction  of  the  interest  would  enable 
them  to  still  carry  on  the  school,  though  he 
Iieard  the  other  day  that  the  question  of  re- 
ducing the  number  of  teachers  had  been  taken 
into  consideration.  It  was  therefore  absolutely 
a  question  of  whether  the  Governors  would  bie 
able  to  carry  on  the  institution  or  not.  He 
hoped,  therefore,  the  Council  would  look  with 
some  favour  on  the  proposal  to  place  this 
institution  on  a  proper  footing. 


The  Hon.  Mr.  LAHMANN  said  the  honour- 
able member  who  spoke  last  seemed  to  take  it  as 
a  matter  of  course  that  the  colony  was  obliged 
to  keep  up  these  establishments  for  higher  edu- 
cation. However,  the  colony  had  enough  to  do 
in  providing  the  means  for  primary  education, 
without  providing  for  the  high  schools,  whether 
of  girls  or  boys.  He  thought  the  parents  of 
these  children  could  very  well  a&ord  to  pay  for 
the  education  of  their  children,  and  that  the  . 
colony  could  not  afford  to  do  so.  He  had  not 
heard  a  word  said  about  that  during  the  debate. 
If  this  had  been  State-education  no  doubt  they 
would  not  have  heard  a  word  about  it.  He 
thought  there  was  another  view  to  be  taken  in 
connection  with  that  matter,  and  that  was  the 
more  businesslike  view  that  they  might  in- 
crease the  fees  of  the  pupils  in  order  to  pay 
the  interest  on  the  money,  the  more  so  as  the 
Hon.  Mr.  Johnson  had  said  that  the  interest 
was  to  be  considerably  reduced.  There  were 
120  pupils,  he  believed,  in  that  institution, 
and  the  fee  they  paid  was  £12  a  year.  If 
they  paid  £15,  that  would  not  be  too  much, 
and  would  enable  the  establishment  to  fin^ 
means  to  pay  the  interest.  Therefore,  for  his 
own  part,  he  should  not  vote  against  the  Bill, 
but  he  should  vote  in  favour  of  the  manage- 
ment being  put  on  a  more  satisfactory  footing, 
and  of  enabling  the  authorities  to  raise  the 
necessary  funds  in  order  to  pay  the  interest  on 
the  money. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  STEVENS  remarked  that  his 
honourable  friend  Mr.  Reynolds  had  made 
some  reference  to  the  provisions  relating  to  the 
electoral  power  being  exercised  by  graduates  of 
a  college  not  in  existence.  If  he  went  further 
on  in  that  clause,  however,  he  would  see  that 
there  was  a  provision  made  for  conducting  the 
election  only  when  the  graduates  were  up  to 
the  number  of  thirty.  He  would  seriously  ask 
honourable  gentlemen  to  consider  whether, 
because  they  disapproved  of  one  part  of  the 
Bill — and  no  doubt  with  considerable  justice, 
so  far  as  want  of  caution  in  going  to  a  large 
expenditure  was  concerned — it  was  wise  to  de- 
prive that  institution,  and  the  other  'one  con- 
nected with  it  in  the  Bill,  of  a  constitution  in 
regard  to  management;  and  he  thought  that,  . 
in  spite  of  what  had  been  said,  this  would  be 
a  very  unwise  and,  to  a  certain  extent,  a  very 
unjust  thing.  He  therefore  trusted  that  the 
Council  would  consent  to  read  the  Bill  a  second 
time ;  and  if  there  were  any  points  regarding 
which  they  wanted  on  explanation  these  coula 
be  discussed  in  Committee  on  the  clauses. 

The  Council  divided  on  the  question,  "  That 
the  word  *  now,'  proposed  to   be  struck  out, 
stand  part  of  the  question." 
Ayks,  14. 
Acland  Lahmann  Riohmond 

Baillie  Menzies  Stevens 

Bamicoak  Miller  Whitaker 

Bonor  Peacock  Williams. 

Johnson  Pharazyn 

KoKS,  15. 
Buckley  Hart  Martin 

Grace  Holmes  MoLeoa 
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Oliver  Scotland  Taiaroa 

Peter  Shrimski  Wabawaha 

Beynolds  Swanson  Waterhoose. 

Paib. 
For.  Against. 

Bamicoat.  Shrimski. 

Majority  against,  1. 
Word  "  now  "  straclc  ont. 
Bill  ordered  to  be  read  the  second  time  that 
4ay  six  months. 
The  Council  adjourned  at  eleven  o'clock  p.m. 


HOUSE    OF   BEPEESENTATIVES. 
Wednesday,  14th  December,  1887. 

Fint  Beadinge— Third  Beading— South  Canterbury 
Railway  Keserrea— Ancldand  Lunatic  Asylnm— 
Napier  Harinera  on  Juries— Eketahana-Alfred- 
ton  Mail  Service— Property-tax  Valuation— Point 
Besolntlon— Babbit  NuiBance— Sheep  Inspectors' 
Beports— Public  Bodies'  Finance  ana  Powers  BUI 
—Auckland  Girls'  High  School  Bill— GoTemment 
Bailwaya  Bill— lioan  Bill— Property-tax  BilL 

Mr.  Sfeakeb  took  the  chair  at  haU-past  two 
o'clock. 

Pbatsbs. 

FIRST  READINGS. 
Municipal  CorporatioDs  Bill,  Sounds  County 
Hospital  Representation  Bill,  Sheep  Bill,  Lociu 
Bodies'  Finance  and  Powers  Bill,  PabUc  Re- 
venues Bill. 

THIRD  BEADING. 
Pharmacy  Bill. 

SOUTH  CANTERBURY  RAILWAY 
RESERVES. 

Mr.  DUNCAN  asked  th6  Minister  of  Lands, 
If  the  reservation  of  lands  set  aside  for  railway 
purposes  in  South  Canterbury  has  been  with- 
drawn, or  will  shortly  be  withdrawn ;  and,  if 
•o,  will  the  Government  take  steps  to  have  re- 
gulations put  in  force  so  that  persons  already 
having  large  holdings  may  not  acquire  this  land 
to  the  detriment  of  settlement  7 

Mr.  G.  P.  RICHARDSON  might  state  that 
it  was  intended  to  open  this  land  shortly,  "but 
three  months'  notice  was  required  to  be  given ; 
and,  after  the  land  was  opened,  it  would  then 
be  dealt  with  under  the  existing  land-law. 

AUCKLAND  LUNATIC  ASYLUM. 

Mr.  PEACOCK  asked  the  Colonial  Secretary, 
Whether  ho  is  aware  that  one  of  the  inmates  of 
the  Auckland  Lunatic  Asylum,  who  had  some 
money  when  admitted,  is  still  confined  there 
although  cured,  because  the  doctor  is  unwilling 
to  discharge  her  owing  to  her  being  entirely 
without  means?  If  so,  will  he  endeavour  to 
relax  the  harshness  of  the  rule  with  regard  to 
maintenance,  and  arrange  that  in  such  cases 
some  discretionary  power  will  rest  with  the 
Superintendent  to  return  a  small  amount  of 
money  where  he  is  satisfied  that  the  discharged 
patient  is  penniless  7 

Mr.  HISLOP  said  the  woman  referred  to. 


having  suicidal  tendencies,  was  not  consider«d 
by  the  doctor  fit  to  be  trusted  at  large  unless 
looked  after  by  friends.  As  she  bad  no  friends, 
she  had  been  retained  in  the  Asylum.  The 
rule  as  to  maintenance-money  was  not  so  harsh 
as  indicated  by  the  question.  The  agent  of 
the  Public  Trustee  arranged  with  the  Asylum 
authorities  what  amount  should  be  retained, 
and  how  much  of  the  money  which  reached 
their  hands  should  be  given  over  to  the  patient 
when  discharged.  This  often  depended  upon 
the  ability  of  the  person  discharged  to  procure 
a  situation  or  home. 

NAPIER  MARINERS  ON  JURIES. 

Mr.  ORMOND  asked  the  Government,  If 
they  are  aware  that  mariners  employed  on 
coasting  vessels  trading  from  the  Port  of 
Napier  are  called  on  to  act  on  petty  juries ; 
and  will  the  Government  cause  instructions  to 
be  given  not  to  summon  persons  so  engaged  ? 
He  was  informed  that  in  other  ports  mariners 
on  coasting  vessels  were  not  cejled  on  to  serve 
on  juries.  At  Napier,  however,  they  were 
called  on  frequently  for  such  service,  and  it 
entailed  considerable  loss  on  them,  as  their 
vessels  might  have  to  be  detained  while  the 
seamen  were  absent  from  them.  What  he 
asked  was  that  seamen  at  that  port  should  be 
put  on  an  equal  footing  with  those  in  other 
ports. 

Mr.  FERGUS  said  this  question  was  the 
only  intimation  the  Government  had  had  in 
regard  to  the  matter.  Seamen  were  not  ex- 
empted by  the  Juries  Act,  and  therefore  the 
Government  had  no  power  to  exempt  them. 
The  matter  should  be  considered,  and  if  it  WCM 
thought  advisable  to  amend  the  Juries  Act  it 
might  be  done. 

Mr.  ORMOND  said  all  he  asked  was  that  the 
same  should  be  done  as  in  other  ports.  The 
police  might  be  instructed  not  to  summon  seai- 
men  as  jurors. 

Mr.  FERGUS  said  the  Government  would 
instruct  the  police  not  to  summon  seamen. 

EKETAHUNA-ALPREDTON  MAIL  SER- 
VICE. 

Mr.  SMITH  asked  the  Postmaster-General, 
If  he  will  arrange  to  have  the  present  weekly 
mail  service  between  Eketahuna  and  Alfredton 
made  a  bi-weekly  one?  A  good  many  com- 
plaints were  caused  by  the  infiequency  of  these 
moils,  and  a  great  deal  of  inconvenience  was 
caused.  He  did  not  know  if  tlie  service  might 
be  altered  now  without  much  increased  cost ; 
but,  at  all  events,  when  the  present  contract 
expired  the  new  one  might  be  for  a  twice-a- 
wcck  service — probably  at  no  increased  cost. 

Major  ATKINSON  said  the  Government 
could  hardly  see  their  way  to  doing  what  was 
suggested  at  present,  but  when  tenders  for  the 
service  were  next  called  he  would  see  if  what 
the  honourable  gentleman  asked  could  be 
done. 

PROPERTY-TAX  VALUATION. 
Mr.  COWAN  asked  the  Government,  Whether, 
in  consideration  of  the  depreciation  in  the  value 
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of  property  wbioli  has  been  occarring  since  the 
Imst  official  valuation,  it  is  proposed  to  make 
*  fresh  valoation  for  the  purposes  of  the  Pro- 
perty-tax Act?  This  vras  a  matter  of  great 
importance  to  those  who  had  to  pay  the 
pxoperty-taz,  as  the  depreciation  in  vaJues  of 
property  had  been  very  rapid,  great,  and 
general,  and  therefore  taxpayers  were  called 
en  to  pay  much  more  than  they  equitably 
should. 

Major  ATKINSON  said  there  would  be  a 
revaluation  next  year ;  but  the  next  tax  must 
be  levied  on  the  present  valuation,  as  the 
money  was  wanted  before  a  new  valuation 
could  be  made.  Unfortunately  there  could  be 
no  doubt  that  there  had  been  a  great  falling- 
•iway  in  the  value  of  property.  He  thought, 
however,  the  reduction  in  value  was  pretty 
equal  all  over  the  colony,  and  therefore,  though 
levying  on  the  present  valuation  was  apparently 
unfair,  still,  as  the  fall  was  equal,  it  was  not  so 
unfair  as  it  appeared  to  be.  He  should  be  very 
glad  it  there  could  be  a  new  valuation  before 
the  next  collection,  but  that,  he  feared,  was 
impossible. 

POINT  RESOLUTION. 

Mr.  SEYMOUR  brought  up  the  following 
report  of  the  Public  Petitions  Committee 
(A  to  Z)  on  the  petition  of  Sir  George  Orey, 
K.C.B. : — 

"  The  petitioner  states  that  the  Government 
took  for  defence  purposes  the  whole  of  an 
estate  of  over  four  acres  at  Point  Resolution 
belonging  to  the  St.  Stephen's  Orphanage  Trust, 
and  let  by  the  trustees  on  lease :  that  only  three- 

tuarters  of  an  acre  was  eventually  used  for 
efence  purposes,  and  that  the  remainder,  in- 
stead of  being  restored,  as  the  law  directs,  to  the 
tmstees,  was  unlawfully  conveyed  to  the  lessee. 
The  petitioner  prays  that  the  Government  will 
make  inquiry  and  restitution.  I  am  directed  to 
report  as  follows :  The  evidence  before  the  Com- 
mittee appears  to  show  that  the  Government, 
by  arrangement  with  the  lessee,  took  a  larger 
surea  of  land  than  was  actually  needed  for 
defence  purposes,  and  that  the  balance  not 
wanted  was  conveyed  to  the  lessee,  whereby 
the  trust  lost  the  whole  of  the  property,  re- 
ceiving in  compensation  the  sum  of  £G32.  The 
Committee  is  therefore  of  opinion  that  the 
Government  should  inquire  farther  into  the 
case,  with  tho  view  of  restoring  the  trust,  if 
possible,  to  the  position  it  would  have  occupied 
if  the  Government  had  taken  only  so  much  of 
the  land  as  was  absolutely  necessary  for  defence 
pniposes." 

Sir  G.  GREY.  — I  ask  the  Government 
whether  any  arrangement  can  be  made  by 
which  speedy  consideration  can  be  given  to  this 
question.  My  object  is  to  see  if  a  clause  could 
be  put  in  the  Special  Powers  and  Contracts  Bill 
by  which  what  the  Committee  suggests  might 
be  done.  Tlie  matter  should  be  dealt  with 
before  the  lessee  has  taken  any  action  which 
would  make  it  more  difficult  to  restore  the  land 
to  the  trust.  Probably  the  Government  will 
refer  the  matter  to  the  Law  Officers  of  the 
Crown,  and  in  that  cose  they  might  allow  me 


to  lay  the  papers  before  them,  and  try,  if  pos- 
sible, to  get  the  matter  settled  this  session — 
that  is  to  say,  to  prevent  anything  further  being 
done  which  would  make  it  more  difficult  here- 
after to  get  the  property  back  to  the  position 
from  which  it  has  been  taken. 

Major  ATKINSON.— I  will  read  the  report 
during  the  afternoon,  and  will  tell  the  honour- 
able gentleman  as  soon  as  possible  what  I  think 
should  be  done  in  the  matter.  I  shall  be  very 
glad  to  take  any  action  possible  to  set  matters 
light. 

RABBIT  NUISANCE. 

On  the  order  of  the  day  bemg  called  for  the 
consideration  of  the  report  from  the  Joint  Rab- 
bit Nuisance  Committee, 

The  Ci/EBK  read  the  report,  as  follows : — 

"  The  Joint  Committee  of  both  Houses  ap- 
pointed to  inquire  into  the  best  means  of  deal- 
mg  with  the  rabbit  pest  have  the  honour  to 
report  that  they  have  passed  the  following  reso- 
lutions, which  they  now  submit  to  the  considera- 
tion of  the  House  : — 

"  1.  That  a  rabbit-proof  fence  be  erected  in 
the  Tasman  Valley,  commencing  at  Tasman 
Glacier,  and  running  about  forty  miles  down 
Tasman  Valley  towards  Hokateromea,  and 
that,  considering  the  early  winter  in  that  part 
of  the  country,  the  work  should  be  proceeded 
with  forthwith. 

"  2.  That  material  for  a  further  length  of 
forty  miles  of  fencing  towards  the  Hakateramea 
River  be  ordered  by  the  Government,  so  as  to 
provide  for  its  arrival  in  the  colony  not  later 
than  September,  1888. 

"  8.  That  a  compulsory  rate,  not  exceeding 
|d.  per  head  upon  all  sheep  (exclusive  of  flocks 
of  less  than  five  hundred)  depastured  upon  the 
land  between  the  Waitaki  and  Waipara  Rivers, 
be  levied  for  the  purpose  of  meeting  the  expen- 
diture upon  the  maintenance  of  the  eighty  miles 
of  fencing  referred  to  in  the  above  resolutions, 
with  power  to  differentiate  as  under  '  The  Rab- 
bit Act,  1886.' 

"  4.  That  the  Committee  recommend  the  Oo- 
Tetnment  to  join  with  New  South  Wales  and 
other  colonies  in  offering  a  bonus  to  the  scientifio 
world  for  tho  discovery  of  means  for  eradicating 
rabbits,  in  accordance  with  a  resolution  passed 
at  the  Stock  Conference  held  at  Sydney  in  Oc- 
tober, 1886 :  Provided  that  no  payment  shall 
be  made  by  this  colony  until  the  discovery  has 
been  proved  to  be  successful  for  the  purpose  and 
adapted  for  practical  use  throughout  New  Zea- 
land, and  until  the  subscribing  colonies  have 
agreed  that  it  is  a  success. 

"5.  That  the  Government  be  requested  to 
place  the  sum  of  £10,000  on  the  estimates  for 
a  discovery  of  a  means  of  exterminating  the 
rabbit,  on  similar  conditions  as  to  payment  of 
reward  as  those  offered  by  New  South  Wales. 

"  6.  That  this  Committee  desires  to  impress 
upon  the  Government  the  necessity  of  intro- 
ducing, with  as  little  delay  as  possible,  a  large 
number  of  stoats,  weasels,  and  martens,  both 
for  sale  to  settlers  and  for  turning  out  on  Crown 
lands." 

Major  ATKINSON.— I  am  sorry  to  say  that 
the  Government  have  not  had  time  to  give  this 
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mattoi  much  oonsideiation  owing  to  the  press 
o{  business,  but  they  think  it  woald  be  im- 
possible for  such  a  rate  as  proposed  to 
be  levied  ;  but  what  they  propose  now  to 
do  is  this :  that  as  the  wire  has  been 
ordered  the  fenoe  should  be  put  up ;  but 
they  are  not  disposed  at  present  to  order 
further  wire.  They  will,  however,  take  steps 
in  the  matter,  so  that,  if  at  the  beginning  of 
next  session  of  Parliament  it  is  decided  to  pro- 
ceed with  more  fencing,  wire  may  be  got  out 
for  an  additional  length  by  sending  a  cable- 
message  Home,  if  necessary.  That  was  not 
what  the  Committee  wanted  exactly,  but  pro- 
bably it  will  meet  their  wishes  so  far.  With  re- 
gard to  offering  a  reward  of  £10,000,  I  do  not 
see  any  objection  to  that ;  but  I  am  afraid  it 
will  not  do  much  good.  I  am  sorry  to  say  that 
I  have  overlooked  the  sixth  paragraph,  and  I  am 
not  prepared  to  give  a  distinct  answer,  but  I 
have  no  doubt  that  the  Government  would  be 
ready  to  do  anything  in  that  direction  which 
can  be  done. 

Mr.  LANCE.— I  should  like  to  ask  the  Pre- 
mier whether,  considering  the  urgency  of  the 
ease,  and  the  fact  that  the  material  for  the 
fence  has  actually  arrived  in  the  colony,  he 
will  give  instructions  for  its  immediate  tran- 
shipment to  Timaru  and  transport  to  the 
places  where  it  is  to  be  used. 

Major  ATKINSON.— Yes;  I  will  see  to  that 
matter. 

Mr.  LABNACH.— I  am  very  glad  that  the 
honourable  gentleman  has  met  this  question  in 
the  spirit  in  which  he  has  met  it.  I  may  say 
that,  although  the  time  has  been  so  short  for 
considering  the  matter,  the  Committee  have 
given  the  whole  question  the  most  careful  con- 
sideration ;  and,  while  they  felt  the  question 
was  a  very  difficult  one,  they  yet  came  to  the 
conclusion  that  no  one  of  the  alternative  anti- 
dotes proposed  would  be  sufficient  by  itself  to 
cope  with  the  difficulty  where  the  rabbits  have 
been  allowed  to  thoroughly  establish  them- 
selves; and  that  it  is  necessary  not  only  to 
fence,  but  to  poison,  and  import  natural  ene- 
mies as  well ;  and  that  all  three  methods 
should  be  used  in  conjunction  by  a  kind  of 
system  of  co-operation,  if  there  is  to  be  any 
hope  of  exterminating  the  rabbit.  I  hope  that 
during  the  recess  the  Government  will  prepare 
such  a  measure  as  will  efiectually  deal  with 
this  pest ;  for  there  can  be  no  question  of  this  : 
that  the  Crown  is  perhaps  more  largely  inter- 
ested in  dealing  with  the  matter  than  indi- 
viduals; and,  while  I  admit  that  individuals 
cannot  be  relieved  altogether  from  respon- 
sibility even  if  they  are  only  leaseholders,  yet 
it  is  clear  that  it  has  become  an  imperative 
duty  on  the  part  of  the  Crown  to  take  a  lead- 
ing part  in  dealing  with  this  very  serious  ques- 
tion. There  can  be  no  doubt  that  the  pest  has 
already  increased,  and  has  advanced  far  across 
the  borders  of  Canterbury  and  Otago,  and  that, 
unless  very  prompt  means  are  taken  to  run 
arterial  or  dividing  fences  as  suggested  in  this 
report,  the  nuisance  will  become  so  established 
that  no  means  that  can  be  undertaken  will  be 
sufficient  to  cope  with  the  enormous  difficulty ; 
Jity'or  Atkinton 


and  the  more  tardily  we  deal  with  this  qoestioa 
the  greater  difficulty  shall  we  find  onrselves  in 
in  the  future. 

Mr.  ALLEN.— I  should  like  to  ask  the  Pre- 
mier whether,  if  it  is  decided  to  obtain  mona 
wire,  he  will,  instead  of  sending  Home  for  it 
or  making  arrangements  to  send  Home  for  it, 
take  action  to  have  it  manufactured  in  the 
colony.  I  understand  that  it  can  be  made  in 
the  colony  as  cheaply  as,  or  even  more  cheaply 
than  it  can  be  imported.  I  believe  that  it  can 
be  manofaotured  by  persons  who  are  carrying 
on  business  in  my  constituency,  and  who  have 
invented  special  machinery  for  the  purpose. 

Major  ATKINSON.— Certainly.  I  was  not 
aware  that  there  was  any  manufacture  of  this 
kind  in  New  Zealand. 

Mr.  O'CALLAGHAN.  — I  wish  to  ask  the 
Premier  this  :  It  is  recommended  by  the  third 
paragraph  that  a  rate,  to  cover  the  whole  of  the 
expense  of  erecting  and  maintaining  the  fenc- 
ing suggested,  should  be  struck.  Is  that  what 
he  pledges  himself  to  accept,  or  are  public 
funds  to  be  used  for  the  purpose  ? 

Major  ATKINSON.— I  have  not  committed 
myself  in  any  way.  That  requires  considersb- 
tion.  If  a  large  part  of  the  Crown  lands  will 
benefit,  of  course  it  is  only  fair  that  the  State 
should  contribute  something.  But  I  do  not 
pledge  myself  in  any  way  as  to  the  form ;  bat  I 
want  the  landowners  to  understand  that,  in 
going  on  with  this  work,  they  are  distinctly 
pledged  to  accept  whatever  rate  may  be  fair. 

Mr.  O'CALLAGHAN.— The  third  paragraph 
would  seem  to  cover  the  whole  cost  of  the 
erection  and  maintenance. 

Major  ATKINSON.— That  is  a  matter  for 
further  consideration. 

Captain  RUSSELL. — A  question  of  import- 
ance arises  from  the  fact  that  the  late  Govern- 
ment promised  to  import  a  sufficient  quantity 
of  wire  to  do  forty  miles  of  fencing,  without 
having  previously  obtained  any  authority  what- 
soever from  this  House.  I  thoroughly  admit 
that  it  is  necessary — absolutely  necessary — that 
steps  should  be  tejcen  to  cope  with  the  evil  that 
is  tnreatening  the  Provincial  District  of  Canter- 
bury ;  but  I  do  want  to  draw  the  attention  of 
the  House  to  the  fact  that  the  expenditure  of 
money  in  purchase  of  fencing  without  the 
authority  of  Parliament  being  obtained  is  set- 
ting a  very  dangerous  precedent  indeed ;  and 
that,  if  a  Government  is  at  liberty  to  order 
without  pEirliamentary  authority  wire  for  forty 
miles  of  fencing  in  one  provincial  district, 
surely  any  Government  is  at  liberty  to  spend 
money  in  a  similar  manner  in  any  other  dis- 
trict equally  without  authority.  Wliere  is  this 
sort  of  thing  to  end?  I  was  very  anxious  in 
the  Committee  that  before  this  fencing  was 
proceeded  with  there  should  be  obtained  a 
distinct  undertaking  on  the  part  of  the  people 
to  be  beueiitod  by  the  erection  of  the  fence 
that  they  would  recoup  to  the  country  the  cost 
of  erecting  and  maintaining  the  fence,  by  a 
compulsory  rate.  I  felt  the  more  strongly  on 
this  point  perhaps  because  I  formerly  was 
chairman  of  a  committee  which,  by  voluntary 
subscriptions  raised  in  the  district,  ereoted  a 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1887.] 


Babbit  Nuisarioe. 


[HOUSE.] 


Babbit  Nuisance. 


641 


fence  in  another  part  of  the  country,  and  that 
in  spite  of  applications  we  could  got  no  con- 
sideration from  the  Goverament  at  all.  Al- 
though assistance  nas  refused  to  those  who  had 
taken  action  in  the  matter  I  have  described, 
yet  the  material  for  forty  miles  of  fencing 
tras  ordered  by  the  late  Oovemment  just  as 
they  were  going  out  of  office,  to  be  used  in 
another  disbrict  for  Government  supporters.  I 
think  that  that  was  (juite  wrong.  Then,  I  know 
that  in  the  Amuri  District  they  are  rating 
themselves  for  the  erection  of  fencing,  while  in 
another  district  the  fence  is  to  be  erected  at 
Government  expense,  and  before  we  even  have 
any  knowledge  as  to  whether  the  line  of  fence 
decided  upon  is  a  proper  line  to  be  made.  We 
should  have  at  least  had  some  information  on 
that  subject,  and  provision  should  be  made 
for  the  levy  of  an  annual  rate  until  the  whole 
cost  of  erecting  and  maintaining  the  fence  has 
been  paid.  I  do  not  wish  that  the  Crown,  being 
a  large  holder  of  property,  should  not  pay  a 
fair  share  of  the  cost  of  erecting  the  fence.  I 
hold  that  it  should  pay  a  fair  share,  either  in 
the  way  of  subsidy  or  in  some  other  way. 
What  I  wish  to  especially  draw  the  attention  of 
the  Government  to  is  the  fact  that  there  was  no 
evidence  brought  before  the  Committee  to  show 
that  the  proposed  line  of  fence  is  laid  off  on 
the  best  line  of  country  for  such  a  fence.  We 
had  no  evidence  on  that  point  which  I  consider 
worth  the  name  of  evideuce ;  but  I  heard  to- 
day, on  what  I  consider  very  good  authority, 
that  the  proposed  line  is  by  no  means  the  best 
line — ^that  the  rabbits  have  crossed  the  glacier 
aoid  have  made  their  way  into  Westland,  and 
are  likely  to  come  into  the  district  through 
another  pass.  So  that  we  might  find  the  coun- 
try put  to  this  expense  to  fence  the  rabbits  in 
rather  than  to  fence  them  out.  I  therefore 
hope  that,  before  the  Government  take  any 
action,  they  will  get  tlie  Sheep  Department  to 
report  on  the  matter,  and  that  this  fence  will 
not  be  proceeded  with  unless  it  is  shown  to  be 
laid  ofi  on  the  proper  line. 

Mr.  LANCE.  —  Although  perfectly  satisfied 
with  the  explanation  of  the  Premier  as  to  the 
course  of  action  he  intends  to  pursue,  and 
although  I  am  not  in  the  least  anxious  to  de- 
bate the  question,  knowing  the  value  of  time  at 
this  late  period  of  the  session,  still  I  cannot 
allow  the  remarks  of  the  honourable  member 
for  Hawke's  Bay  to  pass  absolutely  unchal- 
lenged. He  has  stated  that  this  fence  was 
ordered  without  any  authority  from  the  House. 
So  far  the  honourable  gentleman  is  perfectly 
correct ;  but  I  would  like  to  inform  him  and 
the  House  of  what  took  place  in  the  matter 
last  session.  A  report  was  mode  by  the  Chief 
Commissioner  of  Lands  in  Canterbury.  It 
was,  I  may  say,  an  accidental  report :  that  is 
to  say,  he  was  travelling  through  the  country 
on  other  business,  when  his  attention  was  at- 
tracted to  the  progress  of  the  rabbits,  and  he 
felt  it  his  duty  to  make  a  special  report  to  the 
Minister  of  Lands  on  the  subject.  That  report 
was  dated  the  2Srd  April,  and,  having  been 
placed  in  the  hands  of  members,  it  was  con- 
sidered absolutely  necessary  that  a  deputation 
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should  be  arranged  to  bring  the  matter  under 
the  special  attention  of  the  Minister  of  Lands. 
It  was  by  no  means  a  party  deputation,  as  the 
House  will  readily  admit  when  I  mention  that 
there  was  connected  with  it  the  late  honourable 
member  for  Gsraldine.  No  one  will  accuse  him 
of  being  in  favour  of  the  late  Government.  He 
considered  the  matter  was  so  important  that 
something  should  be  done,  and  the  deputation 
was  actually  headed  by  him,  and  its  object 
was  to  preserve  this  largo  stretch  of  counti?. 
We  looked  upon  the  matter  in  this  light:  It 
was  simply  a  question  of  insurance  against  a 
great  danger.  The  colony  was  very  much  de- 
pressed, with  a  falling  revenue,  and  we  put  it 
in  this  way :  Should  we,  for  the  sake  of  a 
very  small  expenditure,  sit  down  open  to  the 
probable  loss  of  £30,000  a  year  of  revenue  and 
take  no  action  ?  That  is  what  it  came  to.  I 
do  not  wish  to  go  into  figures,  but  that  was 
the  loss  threatening  the  colony ;  and  would 
it  have  been  businesslike,  for  the  sake  of  a 
small  expenditure,  to  go  on  incurring  a  loss 
of  that  kind?  The  Minister  of  Lands  decided 
that  it  would  not  be ;  and  the  result  was  that 
the  late  Government  decided  that  the  only 
possible  way  to  avert  loss  was  to  erect  a  fence 
in  some  place.  This  was  strongly  nrged  by 
the  deputation,  and  the  Government  agreed  to 
it.  The  matter  would  horve  been  brought  be- 
fore the  House  had  it  not  been  for  the  excep- 
tional circumstances  that  occurred.  We  all 
know  what  did  occur  last  session.  This  was 
nipped  in  the  bud,  for  there  was  absolutely  no 
time  to  bring  it  before  the  House.  But  they 
considered  it  to  be  their  duty — and  I  maintain 
that  anybody  who  looks  into  it  will  admit 
that  they  were  right  in  so  doing — to  defend 
the  colony  from  a  very  serious  loss  bv  a  very 
small  expenditure.  That  is  my  answer  to  the 
honourable  member  for  Hawke's  Bay.  Now, 
he  has  said,  again,  that  there  is  no  evidence  as 
to  the  host  lino  for  this  fence  to  take.  I  tell 
the  House  this :  that  this  country  has  been 
carefully  examined  by  capable  men— by  the 
men  who  have  charge  of  the  district ;  and  their 
report  is  that  there  is  one  line,  and  only  one, 
by  which  this  fence  can  be  taken  with  effi- 
ciency ;  and  if  there  is  any  further  delay,  and 
the  rabbits  are  allowed  to  cross  that  line,  then 
au  enormous  tract  of  country  will  have  to  be 
sacrificed  to  the  rabbits  before  we  can  find 
another  line  that  will  prove  efficient.  With 
regard  to  the  statement  by  the  honourable 
member  for  Hawke's  Bay,  that  the  rabbits 
have  crossed  this  frontier,  I  am  in  a  position  to 
give  it  an  absolute  denial.  That  they  are  ex- 
ceedingly near  it,  at  the  foot  of  the  Tasman 
Glacier,  I  am  free  to  admit.  They  are  very 
near  it — possibly  within  two  miles  ;  but  I  can 
state  that  that  is  the  nearest  they  are  to  this 
frontier,  where  it  is  proposed  to  erect  the 
fence.  I  urge  upon  uie  House  to  grant  the 
erection  of  this  fence,  assuring  them  that,  if 
inunediato  steps  are  not  taken  in  that  direc- 
tion, the  very  serious  loss  I  have  described  will 
accrue. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN.  — As  a  member  of  the 
Committee  that  has  gone  into  this  question,  I 
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am  bound  to  tell  the  House  that  the  honour-  | 
able  member  who  has  just  spoken  has  scarcely 
given  a  fair  description  of  the  exact  position  of 
aSairs^  He  has  just  told  us  that  the  erection 
of  this  fence  will  save  to  the  country  a  revenue 
of  £30,000.  He  is  correct  in  stating  that  the 
Government  have  been  receiving  a  revenue  of 
£30,000  aimually  from  the  country  which  is 
threatened  with  rabbits,  but  he  is  scarcely  so 
in  stating  that,  even  if  the  rabbits  invcuded 
the  whole  of  this  country,  the  Qovemment 
would  necessarily  lose  this  £30,000.  The  loss 
would  amount  to  perhaps  one-third  of  that 
sum.  Of  course  the  estimates  vary  as  to  what 
the  actual  loss  would  be.  The  real  question, 
then,  is  this  :  whether  it  is  wise  of  the  Govern- 
ment to  spend  a  sum  estimated  at  £10,000  in 
the  erection  of  this  fence,  in  order  to  save 
this  diminution  of  the  annual  revenue.  There 
can  be  no  question  that  this  or  any  other 
fence  that  may  be  erected  will  only  delay 
the  evil  —  that  rabbits  will  cross  the  fence, 
and  that  it  is  only  a  question  of  time  when 
the  whole  of  this  large  tract  of  country 
will  bo  infested  with  rabbits.  Having  paid 
careful  attention  to  the  whole  subject,  I  am 
very  much  in  doubt  as  to  whether  the  expendi- 
ture is  a  wise  one ;  but,  as  a  member  of  the 
Committee,  I  gave  the  question,  so  to  speak, 
the  benefit  of  the  doubt,  and  consented  to  the 
recommendation  which  is  now  before  the 
House.  But  the  vital  point  to  be  considered 
at  the  present  moment  is,  whether  the  state- 
ment made  by  the  honourable  member  for 
Hawke's  Bay  was  correct  when  he  said  that  the 
rabbits  are  already  across  the  line  on  which  it 
is  proposed  to  erect  the  fence.  If  his  state- 
ment is  correct,  then  it  is  evident  that  a  fresh 
line  should  at  once  be  sought  for,  and  the  fence 
erected  upon  that  line.  It  would  be  a  great 
— a  fatal  mistake  if  the  fence  were  to  be 
erected  upon  a  lino  already  crossed  by  the  rab- 
bits ;  and  I  hope  that  the  Government,  before 
entering  into  any  contract  for  this  fence,  will 
carefully  investigate  this  question,  and  ascer- 
tain whether  the  statement  made  by  the 
honourable  member  for  Hawke's  Bay  on  the 
one  hand,  or  that  of  the  honourable  member 
for  Cheviot  on  the  other  hand,  is  correct. 

Captain  RUSSELL. — If  I  may  be  allowed  to 
do  so,  I  will  say  that,  though  I  was  not  autho- 
rised to  mention  my  informant's  name,  I  shall 
be  happy  to  give  it  to  the  honourable  member 
for  Cheviot,  and  I  think  he  will  then  realise  that 
the  information  ought  to  be  first-class,  if  it  is 
not. 

Mr.  T.  MACKENZIE.  — I  should  propose 
that  the  Minister  of  Lands  should  give  us  any 
information  he  may  possess  on  this  subject. 

Mr.  G.  F.  RICHAUDSON.— I  shall  be  most 
happy  to  inform  the  House  in  regard  to  points 
upon  which  I  have  information.  I  have  asked 
a  number  of  questions,  and  I  will  just  give  the 
simple  facts  without  comment.  The  contract 
was  accepted  on  the  6th  of  October  last — that 
is,  two  days  before  the  present  Government 
took  office.  The  amount  of  the  contract  is 
£3,659  5s.,  and  the  contract  was  let  to  a  firm 
in  this  town  and  was  not  advertised, 
Jlr.  Buchanan 


An  Hon.  Membeb. — What  vote  is  it  chained 
to? 

Mr.  G.  P.  RICHARDSON.  — I  think  it  is 
"  unauthorised  expenditure."  I  asked  how 
much  of  the  material  had  now  arrived,  and 
find  the  department  has  not  yet  been  advised 
that  any  has  arrived. 

Captain  RUSSELL.— It  has  arrived. 

Mr.  G.  P.  RICHARDSON.— That  may  be, 
bat  the  department  has  not  been  informed  of 
it. 

An  Hon.  Membeb. — You  know  it  has  arrived. 

Mr.  G.  P.  RICHARDSON.— I  have  heard  so 
from  members  of  the  Committee.  This  material 
is  supposed  to  be  sufficient  to  erect  forty-two 
miles  of  this  rabbit-proof  fence,  estimated  to 
cost  about  £15  a  mile — total  cost,  £630.  I  am 
sure  there  is  some  mistake  about  these  figures 
as  to  the  cost  of  erection,  as  cartage  will 
be  a  considerable  item.  I  asked  also  what 
would  be  the  annual  cost  of  the  maintenance 
of  these  forty-two  miles,  and  the  department 
reply  that  they  have  not  the  information.  I 
further  asked  what  was  the  additional  mile- 
age required  to  complete  the  present  scheme, 
and  learn  that  another  forty  miles  would  be 
required.  I  may  say,  with  regard  to  tliis,  that 
press  of  business  prevented  me  from  attending 
the  Rabbit  Nuisance  Committee ;  bat,  after 
looking  into  the  matter  as  carefully  as  I  could, 
the  impression  on  my  mind  is,  first,  that  better 
evidence  should  have  been  taken  with  regard 
to  the  line  to  be  adopted  for  the  fencing ; 
secondly,  that,  even  if  the  utmost  care  is 
taken,  this  fence  can  only  be  regarded  as  a 
check,  a  serious  check  perhaps,  to  the  rabbits, 
but  it  will  not  absolutely  prevent  their  ex- 
tension, because  it  must  be  apparent  to  any 
one  that,  as  this  is  extremely  high  country, 
and  country  that  is  covered  deeply  with  snow 
in  winter-time,  the  fence  will  in  places  be  en- 
tirely covered.  It  is  likely  to  prove  a  serious 
check  to  the  influx  of  rabbits  into  the  district, 
and,  as  the  material  is  now  ordered  and  the 
liability  incurred,  I  think  it  desirable  that  the 
fence  should  be  erected,  after  mtbking  further 
inquiries  with  regard  to  the  line  to  be  adopted. 
Mr.  LARNACH.— Will  the  Minister  continue 
his  explanation,  and  state  at  what  date  the 
lato  Government  decided  that  this  work  should 
be  undertaken  ?  The  date  is  given.  From  the 
statement  that  has  been  made  by  the  ^linister 
he  would  make  it  appear  as  if  the  late  Govern- 
ment only  determined  upon  doing  the  work  two 
days  before  going  out  of  office. 

Mr.  G.  P.  RICHARDSON.— I  have  no  further 
information  on  the  matter. 

Mr.  LARNACH. — You  have  the  papers,  and 
you  may  see  from  them  that  the  resolution  by 
the  Cabinet  was  come  to  two  or  three  months 
before  leaving  office. 

Mr.  G.  P.  RICHARDSON.— I  am  quite  wiU- 
ing  to  accept  the  honourable  gentleman's  ex- 
planation that  such  was  the  case.  Privately,  I 
understood,  in  common  with  other  members  of 
this  House,  that  the  late  Government  proposed 
to  make  some  arrangement  with  the  run- 
holders  by  which  the  Government  were  going 
to  advance  money  to  put  i^  a  fence ;  but  this 
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matter  appears  to  have  been  on  a  different 
footing,  tue  Government  paying  the  whole  cost. 

Mr.  BABBON. — This  seems  to  have  been 
elicited  :  that  the  late  Government,  after  their 
defeat  on  appeal  to  the  country,  and  two  days 
before  going  out  of  office,  gave  an  order  to  a 
firm  in  Wellhigton,  without  calling  for  tenders, 
without  advertising  or  in  any  way  inviting 
public  competition,  for  material  to  cost  about 
£4,000.  I  think  that  should  be  made  perfectly 
clear  to  the  House ;  and,  if  it  was  so  done,  I 
submit  that  it  was  one  of  those  irregularities 
which  may  very  properly  bo  commented  upon. 

Mr.  ALLEN.— I  should  like  to  say  that  I 
think  it  is  obviously  unfair  that  it  should  have 
been  done ;  because  I  know  that  one  of  my  con- 
stituents manufactures  this  wire.  He  has  an 
invention  of  his  own  for  it,  which  is  not 
patented,  the  machinery  being  known  only  to 
himself.  I  know  also  that  in  the  town  from 
which  I  come  another  machine  has  been 
patented  for  the  manufacture  of  this  wire.  I 
hold  that  it  was  obviously  unfair  not  to  call  for 
tenders,  and  I  mention  it  seeing  that  this  de- 
scription of  wire  could  be  manufactured  in  the 
colony. 

SHEEP  INSPECTORS'  BEPORTS. 

Mr.  DODSON  asked  the  Colonial  Secretary, 
If  he  will,  during  the  recess,  cause  a  prfcis  to 
be  made  and  laid  before  the  House  early  next 
session  of  such  portions  of  the  Sheep  Inspectors' 
reports  (ordered  by  the  House  on  the  26th  July, 
1886)  as  may  relate  to  tlie  number  of  hands 
«mployed  and  sleeping  accommodation  for  the 
same  on  stations  having  four  thousand  sheep 
and  upwards? 

Major  ATKINSON  replied  that  this  should 
l>e  done. 

PUBLIC  BODIES'  FINANCE  AND 
POWERS  BILL. 
Mr.  HISLOP,  in  moving  the  second  reading 
of  this  Bill,  said  that  the  object  of  the  Bill  was 
to  give  to  local  authorities  greater  powers  to 
deal  with  the  lands  which  were  vested  in  them. 
A  Bill  of  a  similar  nature  was  passed  in  188G. 
He  would  shortly  explain  the  provisions  of  the 
Bill.  The  interpretation  clause  showed  that 
the  Bill  enabled  the  various  local  bodies  having 
possession  of  land  for  public  purposes  to  dispose 
of  that  land  by  lease  or  otherwise,  and  also 
provided  that  a  "  special  resolution  "  should  be 
passed  in  regard  to  tlicm.  The  4th  clause  pro- 
vided that  the  Governor  in  Council  might,  from 
timo  to  time,  declare  that  any  leasing  autho- 
rity should  be  subject  to  the  provisions  of  -  the 
Act,  or  any  part  of  it,  so  that  the  local  autho- 
rity need  not  adopt  the  whole  of  the  provisions ; 
and  the  provisions  it  adopted  were,  by  virtue  of 
another  section,  to  rule  as  against  any  provisions 
which  might  have  been  passed  in  any  Act  pre- 
viously passed  with  regard  to  dealing  with  such 
property.  It  was  not  necessary  to  go  through 
the  whole  of  the  provisions,  inasmuch  as  most 
of  them  were  re-enactments  in  a  diSerent  form 
of  the  provisions  of  the  Act  of  1886.  It  was 
provided  that  tlicse  acts  should  be  done  by 
"  special  resolution,"  which  meant  that  a  reso- 


lution should  be  passed  at  one  meeting  of  tiie 
body,  and  that  then,  after  at  least  ten  days 
had  elapsed,  it  should  be  confirmed  by  another 
meeting.  Full  power  was  given  to  accept  sur- 
renders and  to  relet  the  land  to  the  some 
tenants  at  a  reduced  rent,  or  to  let  it  to  new 
tenants.  In  the  case  of  pastoral  lands  held  by 
these  bodies  under  authority  of  the  Act,  or 
reserved  for  primary  or  secondary  education, 
nothing  could  bo  done  without  the  consent  of 
the  Governor  in  Council.  There  were  certain 
provisions  with  regard  to  Harbour  Boards 
which  were  simply  re-enactments  of  the  pro- 
visions of  the  Public  Bodies'  Leaseholds  Act  of 
1886.  The  last  clause  gave  power  to  the  local 
authority  to  make  allowance  to  any  person 
who  had  purchased  land,  and  to  reduce  the 
amount  which  had  been  agreed  to  be  paid  in 
the  event  of  its  being  found  that  the  sum  paid 
was  greater  than  the  value  of  the  land ;  and  the 
authorities  could  secure  the  amount  by  mort- 
gage over  the  land.  The  Bill  had  been  brought 
in  at  the  instance  of  a  great  ntunber  of  persons 
who  had  come  to  the  conclusion,  after  careful 
inquiry,  that  some  such  provisions  were  abso- 
lutely necessary  at  the  present  time.  A  large 
number  of  leases  were  held  of  the  local  autho- 
rities where  the  tenants  were  unable  to  pay 
the  rents,  and  the  consequence  was  that  un- 
satisfactory relations  existed  between  them 
and  the  local  authorities.  There  had  been  an 
almost  unanimous  assent  on  the  part  of 
honourable  members  to  the  provisions  here 
enacted,  and  therefore  he  need  not  detain  the 
House  further. 

3Ir.  SAMUEL  said  that,  owing  to  the  Bill 
having  only  recently  been  circulated,  he  had 
not  been  able  to  examine  it  as  carefully  as  he 
could  have  wished ;  but  there  were  one  or  two 
slight  matters  which  he  would  like  to  call  at- 
tention to.    Section  S  provided, — 

"  A  leasing  authority  may  let  any  lands 
vested  in  it,  or  any  part  thereof,  and  which  it 
is  empowered  to  let  on  lease,  for  any  term  not 
exceeding  twenty-one  years,  to  take  efiect  in 
possession  or  within  six  months  from  the  mak- 
ing of  the  lease  without  any  fine,  premium,  or 
foregift,  Gmd  may  in  such  lease  covenant  to 
grant  renewals  from  time  to  time  for  a  period 
not  exceeding  twenty-one  years,  but  at  a  rent 
to  be  fixed  by  the  leasing  authority  by  a  special 
resolution,  or  by  valuation,  or  by  arbitration." 

He  thought  it  ought  to  be  made  clear  for 
how  long  a  period  this  covenant  to  grant  re- 
newals should  extend.  Whether  power  would 
extend  to  grant  renewals  from  time  to  time, 
or  whether  it  should  be  one  renewal  only  that 
should  be  granted,  should  be  made  clear. 
There  appeared  to  be  an  error  in  section  7, 
which  said,  "  Any  land  which  has  been  offered 
at  auction  or  public  tender  may  he  sold,"  &a. 
It  seemed  to  him  that  that  ought  to  read  "  Any 
lease,"  instead  of  "land,"  for  the  fee-simple 
should  not  pass.  There  were,  no  doubt,  other 
amendments  which  would  require  to  be  made 
in  Committee,  but  he  thought  the  principle  of 
the  Bill  was  a  sound  one,  and  one  that  should 
be  sanctioned  by  the  Legislature. 

Mr.  W.  D.  STEWART  was  sorry  the  Hoaa» 


Digitized  by 


Google 


6ii  Auckland  Girls'  High  [HOUSE.] 


School  Bill. 


[Dec.  14 


bad  not  a  better  opportunity  of  discassing  this 
▼ery  important  measure.  He  noticed  that 
section  2  repealed  the  Public  Bodies'  Lease- 
holds Act  of  last  year,  and  he  did  not  know 
exactly  why  that  was  done.  The  measure  was 
of  a  very  technical  and  important  character, 
and  he  presumed  it  would  not  bo  taken  into 
Conunittee  at  once,  so  that  he  would  have 
further  opportunity  of  considering  it. 
Bill  read  a  second  time. 

AUCKLAND  GIRLS'  HIGH  SCHOOL  BILL. 
On  the  motion  for  the  third  reading, 
Colonel  PRASEB  said  he  hoped  that  the 
Government  would  not  go  any  further  with  this 
Bill.  It  was  quite  clear,  from  the  evidence 
which  had  been  given,  that  the  reserve  which 
it  was  proposed  to  de3,l  with  had  been  set  aside 
for  primary  education,  and  not  for  a  girls'  high 
school.  This,  therefore,  was  merely  robbing 
primary  education  for  the  benefit  of  a  high 
school,  and  he  did  not  think  the  House  would 
sanction  that. 

Mr.  TURNBULL  said  it  was  his  intention 
to  oppose  the  third  reading  of  the  Bill.  There 
were  some  very  extraordinary  circumstances 
connected  nith  this  reserve.  It  was  one  which 
was  first  gazetted  as  a  temporary  reserve  for 
primary  education.  It  consisted  of  4,898  acres, 
and  was  set  apart  for  that  purpose  in  June, 
1886.  "  The  Land  Act,  1885,"  gave  permission 
for  reserves  to  be  made  temporarily,  and  the 
papers  connected  with  such  reservation  were  to 
be  laid  on  the  table  at  the  next  meeting  of 
Parliament,  and  then,  if  no  objection  were 
raised,  the  reserves  were  to  come  under  the 
definition  of  permanent  reserves.  He  had  to 
remark,  with  regard  to  this  laying  of  papers 
on  the  table,  that  not  only  the  Oazette  notice 
bat  also  maps  and  plans  connected  with  the 
reserves  should  be  produced,  and  the  fullest 
information  should  be  given.  In  this  case  there 
had  been  a  departure  from  that  rule,  for 
only  the  Gaeette  notice  was  laid  on  the  table. 
7hat  was  laid  on  the  table  on  the  24th  June ; 
and,  the  House  raising  no  objection,  the  reserve 
was  made  permanent  in  September,  1886,  but 
it  was  reserved  for  primary  education.  It  was 
a  reserve  of  very  considerable  value,  and  it  had 
been  shown  by  statements  on  the  previous  day 
that  it  contained  80,000,0C0ft.  of  the  best  kauri 
timber  in  the  colony.  Taking  the  royalty  on  that 
at  the  moderate  figure  of  Is.  per  100ft.,  it  would 
amount  to  £15,000.  It  was  claimed  that  under 
the  Act  of  1878  the  Auckland  Girls'  High  School 
could  take  any  reserves  under  the  value  of  £5,000 
for  the  purposes  of  that  institution ;  but  this 
had  never  been  acted  upon,  and  very  important 
portions  of  the  reserves  had  been  token  for  Gis- 
bome  and  other  places.  Through  the  conrtesy 
of  the  Minister  of  Education  he  hod  been  able 
to  see  a  memorandum  by  the  late  Premier  and 
the  Minister  of  Lauds,  stating  it  was  their  in- 
tention to  reserve  this  land  for  the  Auckland 
Girls'  High  School.  But  it  did  not  matter  what 
was  in  the  minds  of  those  honourable  gentle- 
)nen.  The  question  was.  What  had  been  deter- 
mined on  by  Parliament  ?  If  what  was  in  the 
mind  of  a  Premier  and  a  Minister  of  Lauds  was 
Mr.  W.  D.  Stewart 


to  supersede  a  Proclamation  by  the  Governor 
and  Acts  of  Parliament  legislation  would  come 
to  an  extraordinary  pass.  He  had  no  doubt  that 
the  Minister  of  Education  would  urge  that  it 
was  in  the  mind  of  Sir  Robert  Stout  that  this 
reserve  should  be  given  to  the  Girls'  High 
School ;  but  the  fact  that  the  papers  laid  on 
the  table  showed  that  it  was  a  reserve  for 
primary  education  would  prevent  honourable 
members  thinking  that  it  could  be  taken  for 
such  a  purpose  as  was  now  proposed.  The 
contention  of  the  mover  of  the  Bill,  or  of  the 
parties  interested  in  the  Girls'  High  School, 
was  that  under  the  Girls'  High  School  Act  of 
1878  they  had  power  to  take  this  reserve. 
Well,  in  the  first  place,  he  (Mr.  Tumbull)  con- 
tended that  the  Act  of  1878  only  contemplated 
the  reserves  that  were  in  the  possession  of  the 
Board  at  the  time,  but  did  not  contemplate 
that  they  should  wait  for  a  time  when  a  valuable 
reserve  was  given  and  then  come  down  upon  it. 
If  this'  Bill  were  allowed  to  pass  —  and  he 
hoped  it  would  not  be — even  if  they  carried  out 
the  law  of  1878  they  were  entitled  to  no  larger 
a  sum  than  £5,000 ;  and  it  wonld  be  necessary 
that  a  clause  should  be  inserted,  either  here  or 
in  another  place,  to  the  effect  that  any  sum 
beyond  £5,000  which  this  lease  might  fetch 
should  be  handed  over  to  primary  education. 
That  was  taking  the  most  favourable  view  that 
could  be  taken  of  the  matter.  The  conditions 
of  the  sale  of  this  land  should  also  be  submitted 
to  the  Minister  of  Education  before  it  was  sub- 
mitted for  sale.  Without  attaching  the  slightest 
blame  to  the  Auckland  members,  and  espe- 
cially exonerating  the  honourable  member  for 
Rodney — who,  he  was  quite  sure,  would  not 
allow  himself  to  be  a  party  to  anything  that 
was  not  straightforward  and  honourable  —  he 
was  of  opinion  that  the  House  had  been  misled; 
and  it  was  not  until  the  previous  night  that  he 
found  how  the  matter  stood.  He  admitted 
that  the  Premier  and  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Wanganui  did  say  that  this  should  be 
for  a  Girls'  High  School ;  but,  whether  wilfully 
or  not,  they  misled  the  House  by  laying  on  the 
table  a  Proclamation  which  reserved  this  for 
primary  education,  and  had  it  apx>eared  for 
anything  else  there  would  have  been  a  very 
great  objection  to  the  passing  of  it.  Under 
these  circumstances,  as  ho  did  not  consider  it 
wise  to  trust  to  the  chance  of  the  other  House 
perfecting  the  legislation  of  the  House  of  Be- 
presentatives,  oi  they  were  very  much  in  the 
habit  of  doing,  he  was  sqrry  to  have  to  move. 
That  the  Bill  be  read  a  third  time  that  day  three 
months.  He  did  so  on  the  grounds  that  the 
House  was  not  aware  of  the  intention  to  make 
this  a  Girls'  High  School  reserve,  and  that  the 
Bill  itself  waa  supported  on  false  premisses,  and 
that,  had  not  the  House  been — he  would  not  say 
wilfully,  but— extremely  misled  on  this  matter, 
it  would  never  have  passed  the  second  leading 
of  the  Bill. 

Mr.  TAYLOR  said  that,  in  seconding  the 
amendment  of  the  honourable  niember  for 
Timaru,  he  did  so  because  he  thought  the  House 
should  have  some  further  information :  and,  at 
any  rate,  there  would  be  no  harm  in  the  Bill 
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standing  over  till  next  session.  He  found  that 
this  reserve  was  aotaally  worth  in  cash  some- 
thing like  £37,000  at  the  present  time.  He  un- 
derstood the  Government  purchased  this  reserve 
from  the  Natives  a  few  years  ago  at  a  cost  of 
JS12,000.  He  should  say,  at  any  rate,  it  was 
now  worth  £86,000.  He  held  it  was  too  large  a 
sum  to  grant  for  the  purposes  of  this  Act,  when 
the  funds  of  the  common  schools  were  about  to 
be  curtailed  owing  to  the  exigency  of  the  times. 
Before  they  parted  with  a  large  estate  like  this 
in  the  interests  of  a  section  of  the  community 
who,  in  his  opinion,  ought  to  educate  them- 
selves, he  trusted  the  Government  would  hold 
this  matter  over  for  further  consideration. 
There  was  not  the  slightest  indication  in  this 
Bill  as  to  the  value  of  the  property  they  were 
dealing  with,  and  the  inquiries  made  by  mem- 
bers only  revealed  the  fact  that  this  was  an 
exceedingly  valuable  property.  He  trusted  that 
the  third  leaduig  would  be  delayed  for  three 
months. 

Mr.  PEACOCK  hoped  the  House  would  not 
accede  to  the  wishes  of  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Timaru  by  postponing  this  Bill.  The 
urgency  of  the  matter  had  been  already  repre- 
sented to  the  House,  and  he  should  say  nothing 
farther  on  the  point.  But  he  wished  merely  to 
remark  that  there  was  no  doubt  whatever,  with 
regard  to  the  intention  of  the  Governor  in 
setting  aside  this  particular  endowment,  that 
it  was  for  the  Girls'  High  School,  and  not  for 
primary  education.  He  was  quite  aware,  as 
had  been  stated  by  the  honourable  member  for 
Timaru,  that  in  giving  effect  to  that  intention 
the  reserve  was  gazetted  in  the  first  instance  as 
for  primary  education,  and  possibly  it  might 
have  been  done  in  that  way  because  the  Act  of 
1878  mode  it  possible  for  the  Governor  to  set 
aside  out  of  the  education  reserves  an  endow- 
ment for  the  Girls'  High  School  equivalent  in 
value  to  the  endowment  now  under  considera- 
tion. He  himself  knew  that  the  Government 
were  requested  to  give  an  endowment  to  this 
school,  and  that  all  the  arrangements  em- 
bodied in  the  papers  showed  that,  in  withdraw- 
ing this  block  from  the  Crown  lands,  there 
was  no  intention  other  than  that  the  endow- 
ment was  to  bo  for  this  school.  He  hoped 
the  House,  under  the  circumstances,  especially 
as  a  certificate  of  title  bad  been  issued  in 
favour  of  the  Girls'  High  School,  would  not 
hesitate  in  this  matter,  but  would  give  effect  to 
the  Bill,  and  enable  a  very  useful  institution  to 
get  a  building  erected  which  was  absolutely  re- 
quired for  the  purpose. 

Mr.  \V.  D.  STEWART.— Who  issued  the  cer- 
tificate? 

Mr.  PEACOCK  said  the  certificate  or  grant 
was  issued,  he  believed,  for  the  Girls'  High  School 
by  the  Land  Transfer  Department  in  the  usual 
manner.  He  presumed  that  the  Governor  was 
emp3wered  to  grant  from  the  education  reserves 
an  endowment  for  a  Girls'  High  School ;  and 
the  mere  fact  of  this  particular  reserve  being 
dedicated  to  primary  education  as  a  matter  of 
form,  and  the  Governor  exercising  his  power 
under  the  clause  of  the  High  School  Act,  made 
very  little  difierence  in  the  merits  of  the  ques- 


tion, which  was  whether  the  Board  were  to  bo 
enabled  by  this  Bill  to  utilise  the  endowment 
to  the  best  advantage. 

Mr.  W.  D.  STEWART  said  it  was  unfor- 
tunate, the  Minister  of  Education  did  not  take 
the  House  into  his  confidence  in  introducing 
this  Bill  and  carrying  it  through  Committee; 
because  a  new  phase  had  been  put  on  the 
matter,  and  honourable  members  were  not 
sufficiently  informed  as  to  the  precise  rights 
which  this  Bill  affected.  He  thought  it  would 
have  been  very  much  more  satisfactory  to  the 
House  if  honourable  members  had  been  in- 
formed at  the  outset  of  what  they  were  now 
partially  informed :  and  he  felt  considerable 
difficulty  in  knowing  what  should  be  done.  He 
did  not  wish  to  do  any  injustice  to  this  high 
school.  On  the  other  hand,  if  this  reserve  had 
been  set  aside  for  primary-education  purposes 
some  definite  decision  should  be  come  to  by  the 
House,  and  they  might  be  doing  as  great  an  in- 
justice by  taking  away  the  land  from  its  present 
position  as  they  might  do  by  withholding  it 
from  the  school.  It  was  extremely  difficult  to 
say  what  the  rights  of  parties  were. 

Mr.  MOAT  said,  in  order  to  show  that  it  was 
never  intended  that  this  should  be  an  endow- 
ment for  primary  education,  he  might  just 
narrate  to  the  House  what  occurred.  The 
Auckland  Board  of  Education  hod  for  many 
years  been  endeavouring  to  raise  funds  for  the 
building  of  a  Girls'  High  School.  All  the  late 
Ministers  of  Education — Mr.  Dick,  Mr.  BoUes- 
ton,  and  Sir  Robert  Stout — ^had  said  that  the  pre- 
sent building,  for  which  a  high  rent  was  paid, 
was  a  disgrace  to  the  deportment ;  so  on  one 
of  Sir  Robert  Stout's  visits  to  Auckland  a  depu- 
tation from  the  Board,  of  whom  he  (Mr.  Moat) 
was  one,  waited  upon  him  and  requested  that 
he  would  give  the  Board  an  endowment  to 
build  a  new  school.  Sir  Robert  Stout  ex- 
pressed his  willingness  to  do  so,  and  asked  the 
Board  to  consult  the  Surveyor-General  as  to  a 
suitable  block.  That  gentleman  recommended 
the  land  rcfeiTed  to  in  the  Bill,  and  the  Board 
applied  to  have  it  set  apart.  An  objection  was 
at  first  made  by  the  Crown  Lands  Depart- 
ment ;  but  Mr.  Ballanoe,  shortly  after,  visited 
Auckland,  and,  having  consulted  the  Assistant 
Surveyor-General  and  heard  the  matter  ex- 
plained, he  agreed  that  the  endowment  should 
be  granted.  The  House  would  therefore  see 
that  there  never  was  the  slightest  intention 
of  this  land  being  made  a  reserve  for  primary 
education,  and  the  fact  of  its  being  gazetted 
as  such  must  have  been  simply  a  clerical  error. 

Mr.  FISH  said  there  appeared  to  be  seme- 
thing  extremely  wrong  in  the  matter,  and  he 
quite  agreed  with  the  honourable  member  for 
Dunedin  West  in  expressing  his  regret  that  the 
Minister  in  charge  of  the  Bill  did  not  think 
it  to  be  part  of  his  duty  to  take  the  House 
thoroughly  into  his  confidence.  When  mem- 
bers of  the  Govermnent  introduced  a  Bill  of 
this  kind,  honourable  members  coming  from 
parts  of  the  colony  not  particularly  interested 
were  apt  to  take  the  fact  of  a  Minister  intro- 
ducing a  Bill  as  a  guarantee  that  the  rights 
of   tho  people  were  not  being  infringed.     IV 
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would  appear  to  be  quite  plain  that  in  pass- 
ing this  Bill,  aa  they  were  asked  to  do  now, 
they  were  infringing  the  rights  of  the  people, 
to  whom  this  reserve  had  been  given  for  a  cer- 
tain purpose,  and  were  applying  the  reserve  to 
another  purpose,  without  the  House  really 
knowing  what  they  were  doing  in  the  matter. 
It  appeared  that  these  remarks  were  entirely 
borne  out  by  the  Act  of  1878,  which  created  this 
high  school,  because  clause  5  said, — 

"  Out  of  any  reserves  set  ai)art  for  education 
in  the  Education  District  of  Auckland  the  Go- 
vernor may  grant  any  land  not  exceeding  in 
value  five  thousand  pounds  to  the  Board,  free 
from  all  charges  or  incumbrances,  as  an  endow- 
ment for  the  said  school ,  such  value  to  be  ascer- 
tained by  the  Land  Board  of  the  Auckland 
Land  District." 

Now,  it  appeared  that  the  whole  of  this 
reserve  was  absorbed,  or  was  sought  to  be 
absorbed,  by  this  school;  and  the  reserve  itself 
was  made  for  the  purpose  of  primary  education. 
It  was  never  contemplated  by  the  Act  of  1878 
that  the  whole  of  the  reserves  should  be  taken, 
but  merely  that  the  Governor  might  grant,  out 
of  such  reserves,  land  not  exceeding  £5,000  in 
value.  Under  any  circumstances,  it  appeared 
to  him  that  precedent  to  going  on  with  this 
Bill  there  should  have  been  a  valuation  by 
the  Waste  Lands  Board  of  Auckland.  The 
Legislature  might  be  actually  granting  land 
to  the  value  of  £20,000  or  £80,000.  He  did 
nut  know  that  they  were  not. 

Mr.  PEACOCK.— It  has  already  been  granted, 
whatever  it  is  worth. 

Mr.  FISH  did  not  know  that  it  had  been 
granted.  He  had  only  the  Act  and  the  Gazette 
notice  to  go  by,  and  in  the  Gazette  notice  the 
land  was  distinctly  set  apart  and  reserved 
for  the  purposes  of  primary  education;  and 
by  this  Bill  they  were  deliberately  taking 
a  reserve  from  primary  education  and  devot- 
ing it  to  secondary  education.  His  views 
on  secondary  education  were  perfectly  well 
known — that  the  system  now  was  utterly 
rotten,  and  it  should  be  either  swept  away 
altogether  or  made  to  fit  in  with  the  primary 
system ;  and,  until  one  of  these  things  was 
done,  he  would  resolutely  resist,  as  far  as  his 
vote  went,  any  application  of  colonial  funds  to 
bolster  up  secondary  education.  These  institu- 
tions, as  at  present  conducted,  were  class  insti- 
tutionsof  the  worst  and  most  objectionable  kind. 
They  were  not  secondary  schools  in  the  proper 
sense  of  the  word,  because  in  them  the  children 
were,  in  some  of  the  classes,  given  the  same 
education  as  was  given  in  the  primary  schools, 
at  a  cost  of  about  four  times  as  much  as  it  cost 
in  the  primary  schools.  He  thought  the  House 
was  entirely  wrong  in  upholding  in  any  shape 
or  form  such  a  system  as  that.  He  spoke  on 
the  assumption  that  the  state  of  affairs  was  the 
same  in  Auckland  as  in  Otago,  where,  he  knew, 
children  were  being  educated  in  the  high 
schools  in  element-ary  classes  at  a  cost  of  £16 
a  year  each  ;  whereas  in  the  primary  schools 
the  same  education  was  given  at  a  cost  of  £4  a 
head.  For  that  reason,  amongst  others,  he 
objected  to  this  Bill ;  and,  had  be  had  the 
Mr.  Fia> 


slightest  idea  that  the  measure  was  one  of  th» 
nature  it  had  been  shown  to  be,  be  should  have 
opposed  it  at  every  stage,  and  now  he  shoold 
be  compelled  to  vote  for  the  amendment.  He 
thought  the  House  was  indebted  to  the  honour- 
able member  for  Timaru  for  unearthing  this 
scheme  and  exposing  it ;  and  he  thought  it 
extremely  wrong  for  any  Minister  of  the  Crown, 
knowing  that  a  reserve  was  being  diverted  froia 
primary  education,  to  bring  in  a  Bill  for  the 
purpose,  and  not  to  tell  the  House  what  he  wa» 
doing. 

Mr.  GOLDIE  thought  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Dunedin  South  made  a  great  mis- 
take in  imputing  anything  wrong  to  the  pre- 
sent Minister  of  Education  in  connection  with 
this  matter.  The  provisions  of  this  Bill  were 
introduced  last  year  by  his  predecessor  in  office 
in  the  Special  Powers  and  Contracts  Bill,  and 
the  clauses  on  this  subject  passed  the  House 
on  that  occasion,  but  they  were  rejected,  with 
others,  in  another  place.  It  would  have  been 
the  duty  of  those  who  now  objected  to  what 
was  proposed  to  raise  their  voices  then  ;  but 
they  had  apparently  not  done  so.  Most  cer- 
tainly the  present  Minister  of  Education  was 
in  no  respect  blameworthy  for  what  was  being 
done.  As  to  the  statement  of  the  honourable 
member  for  Timaru  that  this  reserve  was  made 
for  primary  education,  it  was  never  reserved 
for  primary  education  at  all.  It  might  be 
admitted  that  the  Gazette  notice  showed 
that  the  land  was  at  one  time  intended  to  be 
made  a  reserve  for  primary  education ;  but  it 
had  been  taken  from  being  waste  lands  of  the 
Crown  especially  to  be  a  reserve  for  the  Girls' 
High  School,  though,  owing  to  some  mistake, 
it  was  gazetted  otherwise.  That  it  wa.s-a  mis- 
take was  shown  by  the  fact  that  the  Board  of 
Education  held  a  certificate  of  title  under  the 
Land  Transfer  Act,  which  specified  its  purpose. 
Here  was  a  memorandum  from  the  Under- 
Secretary  for  Crown  Lands,  which  stated  the 
fact:— 

"  I  certify  that  a  certificate  of  title  has  issued 
to  the  Board  of  the  Education  District  of  Auck- 
land in  terms  of  'The  Auckland  Girls'  High 
School  Act,  1878,'  for  4,770  acres  of  land  in 
the  Maungam  Survey  District  at  Auckland. 
A  copy  of  the  certificate  of  title  is  filed  in  this 
office. — H.  J.  H.  Eliott,  Under-Secretary." 

He  (Mr.  Goldie)  had  also  received  this  tele- 
gram from  the  Chairman  of  the  Auckland 
Board  of  Education : — 

"  Girls'  High  School  reserve  is  vested  in 
Board,  through  certificate  of  title  under  Land 
Transfer  Act,  as  an  endowment  for  the  Girls' 
High  School,  under  the  provisions  of  '  The 
Auckland  Girls'  High  School  Act,  1878.'  Mis- 
take in  Gazette  has  probably  arisen  through 
school  being  under  entire  control  of  Board  of 
Education,  there  being  no  separate  Board  of 
Governors. — S.  Lcke,  Chairmaja." 

Therefore  the  Board  had  been  in  the  actual 
possession  of  the  land  for  over  twelve  months, 
and,  whatever  the  House  might  do,  it  could  not 
take  from  the  Board  its  right  to  the  land  for 
the  purpose  of  the  Girls'  High  School.  All  the 
1  Board  now  asked  was  to  be  allowed  to  so  use  the 
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land  as  to  get  funds  to  erect  a  building  foi  the 
school ;  and  the  absolute  need  of  that  was  shown 
in  the  fact  that  they  were  now  paying  £300  a 
year  rent  for  a  most  unsuitable  building,  on 
which  they  had  spent  a  large  sum  in  additions 
and  repairs,  and  the  lease  of  which  expired  in 
jnst  a  year  from  now.  The  Board  were  there- 
fore most  anxious  to  have  power  to  use  the  land 
as  proposed,  so  that  the  proceeds  might  be  de- 
voted to  the  erection  of  a  school-building. 

Mr.  MONK  supported  this  Bill,  because  he 
believed  the  assertion  that  it  diverted  a  reserve 
for  primary  education  to  be  an  error  due  to 
misstatement,  or  a  clerical  error  in  one  of  the 
public  documents.  As  to  the  value  of  the  pro- 
perty, he  thought  there  was  a  misapprehension. 
Experts  estimated  that  there  was  10,000,000ft. 
of  timber  on  it,  which,  at  6d.  per  100ft.,  would 
represent  £2,S00.  An  honourable  gentleman 
had  said  that  if  the  timber  was  worth  Is.  per 
100ft.  the  value  of  the  whole,  supposing  it  to 
be  8,000,000ft.,  would  be  £4,000.  But  he  could 
assure  the  House  that  it  was  not  worth  Is., 
and  he  believed  that  at  the  present  time  there 
would  be  great  difficulty  in  getting  even  6d. 
per  100ft.  for  it.  He  questioned  very  much 
whether  the  Board  itself  was  not  under  some 
misapprehension  a.<i  to  the  amount  it  would 
be  able  to  obtain  for  this  particular  block. 
He  did  not  think  the  Board  would  be  able 
to  make  anything  out  of  it  by  leasing  it  in 
small  areas.  Its  situation  was  so  peculiar  that 
it  could  not  be  profitably  cut  up  and  worked  in 
small  areas,  because,  to  get  the  timber  out, 
a  great  expense  would  have  to  be  gone  to  in 
making  tramways  for  it  to  be  got  out,  and  this 
could  not  be  done  profitably  unless  the  land 
were  held  in  one  block.  He  therefore  believed 
the  land  would  have  to  be  sold  as  a  whole,  to 
make  anything  of  it.  After  the  timber  was 
taken  off  the  land  would  be  of  little  or  no  value. 
It  was  a  complete  misapprehension  to  think 
the  property  was  worth  £10,000  to  £30,000.  He 
could  assure  the  House  it  was  not  worth  any- 
thing like  that  amount ;  and  he  questioned 
very  much  if  so  much  could  be  got  for  it  as 
was  wanted  for  the  purpose  of  this  Bill. 

Mr.  TANNER  thought  a  great  injustice  was 
proposed  to  be  done  by  the  Bill,  if  it  was  correct 
that  the  reserve  had  been  made  for  primary  edu- 
cation. It  was  a  curious  explanation  that  there 
must  have  been  a  clerical  error  in  tho  Qazctte ; 
and,  if  there  had  been  one,  surely  the  matter 
might  be  cleared  up  and  the  actual  facts  be 
made  known.  The  remarks  of  the  honourable 
member  for  Bodney  rather  led  him  to  think 
there  had  been  no  mistake  at  all,  because  that 
honourable  gentleman  said  that  when  applica- 
tion was  first  made  for  tho  reserve  they  were 
told  by  the  authorities  that  it  conld  not  be 
given,  but  that  when  the  late  Minister  of  Lands 
oame  to  Auckland  tiiey  interviewed  him  and  he 
put  the  thing  right.  The  honourable  member 
knew  that  the  late  Minister  of  Lands  had  a 
way  of  putting  things  right  when  applica- 
tion was  made  to  him,  and  he  thought  the 
least  the  House  should  have  was  that  honour- 
able gentlemem's  explanation  of  the  matter. 
He  thought,  at  all  events,  the  House  should 


defer  deciding  on  this  matter  until  they  had 
heard  what  was  the  information  and  know- 
ledge of  the  honourable  member  for  Wanga- 
nui  on  the  subject.  They  were  asked  to 
hand  over  a  valuable  reserve  for  secondary 
education  at  a  time  when  the  Government 
were  reducing  the  grants  for  primary  educa- 
tion—  when  the  Government  declared  it  was 
necessary,  in  tho  interest  of  retrenchment,  to 
reduce  the  vote  for  primary  education.  Surely 
this  was  a  wrong  time  for  tho  House  to  be 
giving  away  valuable  reserves  for  secondary 
education  —  for  the  education  of  those  who 
could  well  afford  to  pay  for  the  education  of 
their  own  children.  Surely,  when  primary 
education  was  languishing  for  want  of  suf- 
ficient means  to  provide  the  necessary  accom- 
modation for  the  children,  it  was  time  that 
the  House  should  put  its  foot  down  and 
prevent  such  a  wrong  from  being  done  as 
was  proposed  by  this  Bill.  Ho  should  be 
very  glad  to  hear  an  explanation  from  the 
Minister  of  Education  on  the  subject.  No 
doubt  what  had  been  done  had  been  done 
beforo  that  honourable  gentleman  took  office, 
and  ho  was  not  in  any  way  responsible  for 
what  was  proposed  now.  But  they  should 
hesitate  before  passing  this  Bill,  in  the  circum- 
stances which  had  been  stated ;  and,  unless 
a  far  more  satisfactory  statement  was  forth- 
coming than  had  yet  been  afforded,  he  should 
vote  for  the  amendment  of  the  honourable 
member  for  Timaru. 

Mr.  EISHEB  would  be  extremely  sorry  that 
any  honourable  member  should  think  ho  would 
be  guilty,  while  holding  the  high  and  important 
office  of  Minister  of  Educatiou,  of  withholding 
or  concealing  from  the  House  any  information 
which  ought  to  bo  placed  before  it.  He  had 
never  attempted  that  line  of  tactics  in  the 
whole  course  of  his  life,  and  he  was  confident 
that  he  would  not  begin  now  to  adopt, that 
course  of  conduct.  His  own  ideas  were  in 
entire  accord  with  those  of  the  honourable 
member  for  Timaru  as  to  the  necessity  of 
preserving  any  reserves  which  were,  or  had 
originally  been,  set  aside  for  the  purpose  of 
supporting  the  primary-education  system  ;  but 
he  was  confident  that  the  honourable  gentle- 
man would  sec,  if  he  would  examine  the  whole 
of  the  correspondence  and  documents  in  this 
case,  that  there  had  been  a  mistake  in  regard 
to  the  purpose  for  which  the  endowment  was 
set  apart.  He  had  examined  the  whole  of  the 
papers  very  closely,  and,  as  the  result,  he  was 
convinced  that  tho  intention  was,  from  the  be- 
ginning, that  this  reserve  should  be  set  apart 
for  the  Auckland  Girls'  High  School.  There 
never  had  been  a  doubt  on  that  point  from  the 
beginning  of  the  question  to  the  present  mo- 
ment. To  show  what  the  intention  had  been 
with  regard  to  this  particular  reserve,  he  would 
read  the  following  memorandum  from  the  Edu- 
cation Department : — 

"The  Chairman,  Board  of  Edncation,  Anok- 
land. 

"  I  am  directed  to  inform  you  that  the  Govern- 
ment have  decided  to  set  apart  the  land  known 
as  '  surplus  in  Walton's  land-claim,'  oontain- 
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ing  4,898  acres,  as  an  endowment  for  the  Auck- 
land Girls'  High  School,  and  that  the  requisite 
formalities  are  now  in  progress. 

"  W.  J.  Habeks. 
"17th  May,  1886." 

This  was  following  on  n  lot  of  corroKcondence 
prior  to  that  date — coiTeapondenoe  which  was 
very  voluminous.  There  was  this  antecedent 
communication  from  the  Under-Secretary  of 
Crown  Lands : — 

"The    Commissioner,    Crown    Lands,    Auck- 
land. 

"  Will  you  please  send  a  description  of  the 
4,898  acres,  '  surplus  land  in  Walton's  land- 
claim,'  which  is  to  be  set  apart  as  an  endow- 
ment for  the  Auckland  Girls'  High  School, 
which  will  bo  reserved  as  an  endowment  for 
education,  and  then  granted  in  terms  of  sec- 
tion 5  of  'The  Auckland  Girls'  High  School 
Act,  1878.'  "  H.  J.  H.  EuoiT. 

"  14th  May,  188C." 

It  must  bo  evident  from  that,  to  the  mind  of 
any  impartial  person,  that  the  intention  was, 
from  the  bcgitiniu^;,  to  set  aside  the  reserve 
for  the  Auckland  Girls'  High  School.  Then, 
when  the  description  of  tlio  land  was  forwarded 
from  Auckland,  the  officer  in  the  Auckland 
department  addressed  the  Under-Secretary  for 
Crown  Lands  in  Wellington,  a.s  follows : — 
"  Crown  Lands  Office, 

"  Auckland,  21st  May,  1886. 
"  Accompanying  this  I  brg  to  hand  you  de- 
scription of  4,898  acres,  Walton's  land  claim 
(surplus  lend),  for  reservation  as  an  endowment 
for  the  Auckland  Girls'  Hi(;h  School. 
"  S.  Ktmehidge, 
"  For  Commissioner,  Crown  Lands. 
"The  Under-Secretary,  Crown  Lands." 

The  next  step  in  the  matter  was  the  publica- 
tion of  the  description.  The  description  was 
written  in  ink,  but  by  some  accident — for  he 
could  not  help  thinking  that  it  was  done  by 
accident — there  appeared  at  the  bottom  of  the 
description,  written  in  pencil,  "  For  primary 
education."  He  thought  it  must  bo  clear  to 
any  person  looking  at  the  matter  in  an  impar- 
tial way  that  there  had  been  a  mistake  in  the 
addition  of  those  few  words. 

Mr.  TURNBULL.— No  mistake  at  all. 

Mr.  FISHER  qnito  conceded  that,  looking  at 
the  Proclamation  which  had  been  pat  before 
the  House,  the  honouraWo  member  for  Timarn 
had  a  perfect  right  to  move  in  the  direction 
in  which  he  had  done ;  but  he  thought  there 
was  no  justification  for  a  s'iggostion  of  the 
honourable  member  for  Dunedin  West — a  sug- 
gestion which  had  been  intensified  by  the 
honourable  member  for  Dunedin  South — that 
there  was  an  intention  on  his  (Mr.  Fisher's) 
part  to  withhold  or  conceal  some  of  the  facts 
of  the  case.  It  mast  be  qaite  evident  from  the 
papers  he  had  read  what  were  the  intentions 
of  the  department  of  the  Government  of  the 
day,  and  he  thought  it  was  altogether  a  wrong 
thing  to  say  that  any  attempt  had  been  made 
to  divert  a  primary-education  reserve  to  the 
purposes  of  secondary  education ;  and  he  must 
Mr.  Fisher 


say,  in  conclusion,  that  it  was  a  most  nnworthy 
suggestion  for  the  honourable  membor  for  Dun- 
edin South  to  throw  ont,  that  he,  as  Minister 
of  Education,  had  attempted  in  any  way  to 
withhold  or  conceal  from  the  House  certain  in- 
formation in  regard  to  this  matter  that  ought 
to  have  been  placed  before  it.  In  reality,  that 
suggestion  amounted  to  this :  that  be  had 
attempted  to  pass  the  Bill  through  the  House 
by  means  of  a  false  pretence.  There  was  no 
warrant  for  su;h  a  statement. 

Mr.  TURNBULL  said  he  had  made  no  such 
charge. 

Mr.  FISHER  was  quite  sure  that  the  hononi- 
able  member  for  Timaru  would  not  entertain  am 
idea  of  the  kind ;  but  the  suggestion  was  made 
in  the  most  definite  form  by  the  honourable 
member  for  Dunedin  South,  and  he  wished 
the  House  and  that  honourable  member  es- 
pecially to  understand  that,  while  ho  held  the 
position  of  Minister  of  Education,  he  should 
always  be  careful  not  to  withhold  any  informa- 
tion that  ought  to  be  before  the  House. 

Mr.  W.  D.  STEWART,  as-  a  matter  of 
personal  explanation,  wished  to  say  that  he 
had  no  intention  of  indicating  that,  in  his 
opinion,  the  Minister  cf  Education  hod  de- 
signedly withheld  information.  But  he  thought 
that  the  honourable  gentleman  would  get  up 
and  say  that  he  was  not  aware,  when  he  intro- 
duced the  Bill,  of  the  precise  difficulty  that  had 
now  presented  itself  to  the  House.  He  under- 
stood, from  something  that  the  honourable 
gentleman  had  said  yesterday,  that  he  hod  not 
realised  the  difiiculty  which  tlie  honourable 
member  for  Timaru  had  raised.  He  should  be 
the  last  to  suggest  that  the  honourable  gentle- 
man had  intentionally  withheld  information. 
What  he  felt  was  that  the  honourable  gentle- 
man should  have  been  informed  before  he  in- 
troduced the  Bill — by  some  one,  at  any  rate,  he 
did  not  say  by  whom — what  were  the  precise 
facts,  and  that  he  should  have  stated  them  to 
the  House. 

Mr.  FISHER  was  bound  to  say  that  he  was 
not  aware  of  the  difficulty  until  it  was  brought 
under  the  notice  of  the  House  by  tho  honour- 
able member  for  Timaru. 

Sir  G.  GREY  wished  to  say,  in  tho  first  place, 
that  he  had  for  a  long  period  of  time  observed 
the  course  of  action  always  pursued  by  the 
Minister  of  Education ;  and  that  the  honour- 
able gentleman  would  attempt  to  withhold 
information,  or  to  perform  any  such  wrong 
act,  seemed  to  him  a  most  improbable  thing; 
and  he  should  bear  testimony  to  that  in  all 
places  and  at  all  times.  Then,  he  had  to  say 
that  he  had  every  sympathy  in  favour  of 
securing  this  great  advantage  of  a  Girls'  High 
School  for  Auckland ;  but  ho  was  compelled 
to  state  that,  upon  an  examination  of  the 
documents,  he  thought,  upon  the  whole,  that 
tho  right  to  the  land  rested  with  the  primary- 
education  authorities.  Ho  had  arrived  at  that 
view  under  these  circumstances :  He  attached 
great  weight  to  the  correspondence  which  had 
been  read  out  as  showing  a  certain  intention,  hot 
there  were  other  facts  which  it  was  impossible  to 
get  over.    Subsequently  to  that  correspondence 
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the  Govemoi,  on  the  7th  Septembei,  issued  a 
Proclamation, 'vrhich  Proclamation  was  headed, 
"  Land  reserved  for  Primary  Education,"  and 
at  the  bottom  of  the  Proclamation  it  was 
stated  that  these  lands  were  given  "  for  pri- 
mary education."  Thus  there  were  repeated 
at  the  conclusion  of  the  Proclamation  the  very 
words  that  were  used  at  the  beginning  of  the 
Proclamation,  and  therefore  be  had  come  to 
the  conclusion  that,  whatever  might  have  been 
the  original  intention  with  reference  to  these 
ieser\'es,  the  title  was  made  good  in  a  cer- 
tain direction  by  the  words  of  the  Proclamation 
setting  apart  the  land  for  a  particular  purpose. 
The  date  of  that  Proclamation  was  the  7th  Sep- 
tember, 1886,  and  the  grant  giving  the  endou- 
ment  as  an  endowment  for  the  Girls'  High 
School  was  dated  the  10th  November,  188C 
— ^moro  than  two  months  after  the  date  of  the 
Proclamation.  Though  it  might  bo  argued,  he 
thought,  that  a  certificate  of  title  was  really  a 
title,  he  still  was  under  the  impression  that  a 
Proclamation,  which  was  equivalent  to  an  Act  of 
Parliament  and  which  therefore  had  the  force 
of  Bja  Act  of  Parliament,  ought  to  decide  the 
question ;  and,  as  there  was  no  special  repeal  of 
the  original  Act,  he  believed  that  the  fair  and 
just  title  to  the  land  really  rested  in  the  autho- 
rities having  charge  of  primary  education.  It 
was  with  great  sorrow  and  disappointment 
that  he  came  to  this  conclusion,  because  the 
matter  had  tolccn  him  quite  by  surprise ;  but 
he  held  that  he  was  tikkiug  a  proper  line  of 
action. 

Major  ATKINSON  said  it  seemed  to  him 
that  it  would  be  a  great  pity  if  the  House 
refused  to  pass  this  Bill.  There  was  no  doubt 
that  it  was  a  measure  of  considerable  im- 
portance to  the  city  and  neighbourhood  of 
Auckland.  He  had  looked  into  the  question 
carefully,  and  it  was  perfectly  evident  to  his 
mind  that  the  land  referred  to  in  the  Bill  was 
never  in  any  sense  a  primary-education  reserve. 
Ho  was  informed  by  the  Secretary  of  Lands 
that  in  no  cose  was  land  in  the  first  instance 
set  apart  for  secondary  education  in  the  North 
Island.  It  was  always  declared  a  primary  re- 
serve. In  this  case  the  land  was  selected 
by  the  department  for  this  purpose  while  it 
was  waste  lands  of  the  Crown,  not  to  be  made 
a  primary-education  reserve,  and  went  through 
the  required  treatment  that  all  these  reserves 
for  secondary  education  went  through.  It  was 
proclaimed  as  land  set  apart  for  education  in 
the  Province  of  Auckland,  and  was  then  to  be 
taken  for  tho  Girls'  High  School.  It  could  not 
have  been  taken  directly  from  the  Crown,  It 
was  necessary  to  proclaim  it  primary-educa- 
tion land  in  the  first  instance.  It  cculd  not 
be  given  to  the  Girls'  High  School  unless  it  had 
been,  in  the  first  place,  declared  a  primary- 
education  reserve.  The  officers  of  the  depart- 
ment stated  distinctly  that  it  was  selected  for 
this  purpose,  and  went  through  this  form  in 
order  to  comply  with  the  general  custom  in 
such  matters.  He  might  say  that  the  go- 
Temors  had  proceeded  under  the  Land  Trans- 
fer Act,  and  that  great  confusion  would  arise 
unless  the  Bill  were  passed.    He  felt  strongly. 


Suite  as  strongly  as  any  honourable  gentlemsn, 
tiat  the  House  should  not  take  any  educa- 
tion reserve  and  divert  it  from  the  purpose  for 
which  it  was  set  aside  to  another  purpose  ;  but 
it  was  not  so  in  this  case.  It  was  selected 
by  the  late  Government  for  this  purpose,  and 
merely  passed  through  a  certain  form  because 
the  law,  so  far,  required  it  to  do  so.  He  would 
suggest  that,  if  there  was  a  strong  feeling  on 
the  subject — though  he  could  not  see  how  there 
could  be — the  Bill  might  bo  leferred  to  the 
Waste  Lands  Committee  for  inquiry ;  but  he 
was  anxious  not  to  see  the  Bill  lost.  It  would 
be  a  great  pity,  now  that  they  had  taken  so 
much  time  over  it,  and  tho  facts  appeared  so 
clear,  to  put  the  Bill  on  one  side;  but,  if  it 
was  necessary,  he  should  be  willing  to  refer  it 
to  a  Select  Committee. 

Mr.  GUINNESS  said  there  was  one  point 
that  ho  did  not  think  the  Premier  had  looked 
into,  and  that  was  the  interpretation  of  the  5th 
clause  of  "  The  Auckland  Girls'  High  School 
Act,  1878."  The  correspondence  read  by  the 
Minister  of  Education  clearly  disclosed  that  the 
reserve  was  made  with  tho  intention  of  vest- 
ing it  in  the  High  School  Board  of  Governors 
under  section  5  of  the  Act  of  1878.  He  ven- 
tured to  submit  that  the  correct  interpretation 
of  that  Act  was  simply  this :  that  it  applied 
to  reserves  made  before  the  passing  of  the 
Act,  but  did  not  apply  to  reserves  made  after 
it  became  law.  That  was  the  position  that  he 
took  up.  Section  5  read  as  follows — and  the 
Act  was  passed  on  the  1st  November,  1878 : — 

"  Out  of  any  reserves  set  apart  for  education 
in  the  Education  District  of  Auckland  tho  Go- 
vernor may  grant  any  land  not  exceeding  in 
value  five  thousand  pounds  to  the  Board,  free 
from  all  charges  or  incumbrances,  as  an  endow- 
ment for  tho  said  school,  such  value  to  he 
ascertained  by  the  Land  Board  of  the  Auck- 
land Land  District." 

He  maintained  that  that  meant  that,  out  of 
the  reserves  which  had  been  set  apart  in  the 
Auckland  Provincial  District  prior  to  the  date 
of  the  passing  of  that  Act,  it  should  be  lawful 
for  the  Governor  to  grant  to  the  governors  of 
that  high  school  land  to  the  value  of  £5,000 ; 
and  the  power  given  under  that  Act  could  not 
be  made  applicable  to  reserves  made  after  that. 
This  was  the  irregularity.  The  reserve  was 
clearly  made,  as  mentioned  by  the  honourable 
member  for  Auckland  Central,  in  the  Gazette  of 
September,  1886,  as  a  reserve  for  primary  edu- 
cation; but  the  question  was,  whether  even 
making  tho  reserve  for  primary  education  came 
within  the  meaning  of  the  words  "  reserves  set 
apart  in  the  district  for  education  generally." 
The  next  question  was,  whether  tho  grant  by 
the  Governor  of  this  reserve,  which  had  been  set 
asido  in  September,  1886,  was  a  valid  grant, 
and  whether  these  School  Commissioners  htkd 
any  title  to  it.  The  Bill,  he  ventured  to  sub- 
mit, ought  to  have  been  a  Bill  to  validate  this  ; 
but  it  did  nothing  of  the  sort,  but  simply  gave 
power  to  deal  with  it.  He  should  certainly  sup- 
port the  honourable  member  for  Timaru  in  pre- 
venting any  of  our  funds,  whether  by  way  of 
money  grants  or  grants  in  land,  from  being 
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given  for  the  purposes  of  secondary  education. 
He  had  always  opposed  that,  and  should  con- 
tinue to  do  so,  more  especially  now  that  thoy 
were  strengthened  in  their  arguments  in  that 
direction  by  the  proposal  of  the  Government  to 
reduce  the  expenditure  on  primary  education. 

Mr.  PEACOCK  wished  to  explain  that, 
personally,  he  would  be  quite  willing — and  he 
believed  many  others  would  be — if  honourable 
members  thought  that  the  value  of  this  endow- 
ment was  more  than  £5,000,  that  a  clause 
should  be  inserted  in  the  Bill,  in  the  other 
House,  giving  the  balance  over  £5,000  to  pri- 
mary education.  He  believed  the  intention 
was  that  this  reserve  should  be  purely  for  the 
tiirls'  High  School ;  but  he  would  agree  to  that 
being  done. 

Sir  G.  GBEY  would  like  to  moke  a  sugges- 
tion that  he  believed  would  perhaps  settle  the 
difficulty.  There  seemed  to  be  two  decided 
opinions— one  that  the  land  was  not  intended 
for  primary  education,  and  the  other  that  it 
was.  If  there  were  distinct  words  put  in  the 
preamble  to  the  Bill,  stating  that,  whereas  it 
was  thought  that  the  reserve  had  originally 
been  granted  for  primary-education  purposes, 
notwithstanding  these  doubts  it  should  be  law- 
ful to  take  it  for  the  purposes  of  secondary 
education,  then  he  could  vote  for  it;  but  ho 
must  confess  he  could  not  support  the  Bill  in 
its  present  form. 

The  House  divided  on  the  question,  "  That 
the  word '  now  '  stand  part  of  the  question." 
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Reeves,  B.  H.  J. 
Richardson,  E. 
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Tellers. 
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Paibs. 
For.  Against. 

Atkinson  Tanner 

Newman  Samuel 

Richardson,  O.  F.        Ward. 
Majority  against,  2. 
Word  struck  out. 

The  House  divided  on  the  question,  "  That 
the  words  '  this  day  three  months  '  be  added." 
Mr.  Oninness 
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For. 
Atkinson 
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Paibs. 


Against. 
Tanner 
Samuel. 


Majority  against,  7. 
Motion  negatived. 

GOVERNMENT  BAILWAYS  BILL. 

Mr.  MITCHELSON  moved.  That  this  BUI 
be  read  a  third  time. 

Mr.  T.  THOMPSON.  — I  beg  to  move  the 
recommittal  of  this  Bill,  for  the  purpose  of 
considering  the  advisability  of  adding  the  new 
clause  on  Supplementary  Order  Paper  No.  7, 
as  follows : — 

"Notwithstanding  anything  contained  in 
section  thirty-six  of  this  Act,  the  CommissionerB 
shall  cause  tables  of  rates  and  charges  for  the 
carriage  of  passengers  and  goods  upon  railways 
to  be  prepared  as  soon  as  practicable  upon  the 
system  or  plan  known  as  '  Samuel  Vaile's  sys- 
tem of  railway  fares,'  and  shall  bring  the  tables 
of  rates  and  charges  so  prepared  into  operation, 
at  the  commencement  of  the  quarterly  finan- 
cial period  next  after  the  preparation  thereof, 
and  shall  keep  the  same  in  operation,  for  a 
period  of  not  less  than  twelve  months  from  the 
coming  into  operation  thereof,  on  the  line  of 
railway  running  from  Auckland  to  Te  Awa- 
mutu,  including  the  branches  therefrom  to 
Onehunga,  to  Cambridge,  to  Te  Aroha,  and 
such  other  branches  therefrom  as  there  may  be 
in  the  Waikato,  and  including  the  Koipara  line 
from  Auckland  to  Helonsville,  to  the  termini 
thereof  respectively. 

"  The  said  Commissioners  shall  make  a  re- 
port of  the  result  of  the  working  of  the  said 
railway  upon  the  charges  and  rates  as  afore- 
said to  the  Governor,  who  shall  submit  the 
same  to  both  Houses  of  the  General  Assembly 
at  the  next  session  thereof. 

"  The  Commissioners,  if  they  find  the  result 
satisfactory,  may  continue  the  said  rates  and 
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charges  in  operation  on  the  aforesaid  railway, 
and  extend  the  operation  thereof  to  other  rul- 
yr&ys ;  othervrise  they  shall  discontinue  the 
operation  of  snch  rates  and  charges  forthwith 
on  the  expiration  of  the  aforesaid  twelve 
months." 

I  may  state  that  at  an  early  hoar  this  morn- 
ing, when  the  Bill  was  in  Committee,  I  moved 
this  clause ;  but,  seeing  that  there  were  very  few 
honourable  members  present — on  the  last  divi- 
sion there  were  only  twenty-eight — and  know- 
ing that  several  honourable  members  feel,  with 
me,  that  this  clause  is  of  very  considerable 
importance,  and  thinking  they  might  like  to 
speak  on  the  question,  I  took  the  vote  on  the 
voices,  with  the  understanding  that,  upon  the 
moving  of  the  third  reading,  I  would  bring  the 
matter  forward  and  ask  for  the  recommittal  of 
the  Bill.  I  may  explain  to  honourable  mem- 
bers that,  although  there  are  many  members 
of  this  House  who  do  not  believe  in  Mr. 
Vaile's  scheme,  still  there  are  many  thou- 
sands of  people  in  all  parts  of  the  colony  who 
thoroughly  believe  in  it;  and,  although  the 
Bailways  Bill  leaves  it  optional  with  the  Com- 
missioners to  give  this  scheme  a  trial,  I  wish  to 
make  it  compulsory,  and  therefore  have  given 
notice  of  this  new  clause.  There  are  many 
honourable  members  who,  I  know,  went  before 
their  constituents  during  the  lost  election  and 
pledged  themselves  in  favour  of  giving  this 
scheme  a  trial ;  and  I  am  now  moving  the 
recommittal  of  the  Bill  with  a  desire  to  give 
those  honourable  gentlemen  an  opportunity  of 
not  only  expressing  their  opinions  upon  the 
clause  I  have  read,  but  also  of  voting  on  the 
question  in  accordance  with  the  pledges  they 
gave  to  their  constituents.  To  my  mind,  it  is 
deserving  of  very  great  consideration,  and  I 
hope  the  House  will  not  hastily  reject  it,  but 
will,  at  all  events,  give  the  scheme  a  trial. 
I  understand  that  Mr.  Vaile  would  be  in  a 
position,  within  six  months  from  the  time  of  this 
Act  coming  into  force,  to  put  this  scheme  into 
full  working  order,  with  regard  to  passengers, 
goods,  and  parcels  traffic.  Although  several 
honourable  gentlemen  who  may  desire  to  speak 
on  the  question  are  not  just  now  present, 
I  intend  to  call  for  a  division,  so  as  to  give 
them  an  opportunity  of  going  into  one  or  other 
of  the  lobbies  in  favour  of  the  recommittal  of 
mittal  of  the  Bill  or  against  it. 

Mr.  FISH. — I  shall  support  the  recommittal 
of  this  Bill  for  the  purpose  of  assisting  the 
honourable  gentleman  in  carrying  the  amend- 
ment he  desires  to  propose;  but  in  doing  so 
I  do  not  wish  to  be  understood  as  indorsing 
or  favouring  this  scheme  proposed  by  Mr. 
Vaile:  at  the  same  time,  I  think  he  has  so 
intelligently  put  before  the  public  a  scheme, 
which  must  have  given  him  a  considerable 
amount  of  thought  and  care,  that  there  should 
be  an  opportunity  afforded  him  of  putting  that 
scheme  uto  operation,  if  the  Commissioners 
think  fit. 

An  Hon.  Meubeb. — The  power  is  already 
given. 

Mr.  FISH.— I  see  no  reason  why  the  Bill 
should  not  be  recommitted  for  that  purpose  ; 


and  I  trust  that  when  it  is  recommitted  advan- 
tage may  be  taken  to  make  one  or  two  other 
alterations  in  the  Bill.  I  observe  that  last 
night  the  Committee  fixed  the  salary  of  the 
Chief  Commissioner  at  £1,500.  Now,  Sir,  I 
think  it  is  futile  to  expect  we  can  get  the  man 
we  want  for  £1,500  per  annum.  If  the  scheme 
is  to  be  a  success  it  is  a  most  miserable  cheese- 
paring policy  on  the  part  of  the  Government  to 
make  the  salary  of  the  Chief  Commissioner  so 
small  as  £1,500  per  annum.  I  have  no  doubt 
that  the  salaries  provided  for  the  two  Under- 
Commissioners  may  be  found  to  be  sufficient,  but 
I  am  strongly  of  opinion  that  the  salary  of  the 
Chief  Commissioner  should  be  higher  than  is 
fixed  in  the  Bill.  Tho  Government  say  that  if 
they  find  they  cannot  obtain  a  good  man  at  the 
price  they  will  still  engage  him,  and  come  down 
to  the  House  next  year  and  ask  the  House  to 
increase  the  amount.  That  is  a  way  of  getting 
out  of  the  difficulty,  and  no  doubt  the  House 
would  indorse  tho  action  of  the  Minister ;  but  I 
think  the  effect  of  the  amount  being  placed  in 
the  Bill  at  £1,500  will  be  to  prevent  the  Ministry 
getting  offers  from  the  men  we  want.  There  is 
another  thing,  I  take  leave  to  say,  I  think 
should  be  in  this  Bill,  and  which  I  am  sorry  the 
Government  have  not  thought  it  desirable  to 
import  into  it.  There  should  be  some  power  of 
veto  on  the  part  of  the  Government  with  regard 
to  the  tarifi  the  Commissioners  may  frame.  I 
am  given  to  understand  the  Victorian  Bill  con- 
tains a  proviso  of  that  kind,  and  I  think  this 
House  or  the  Government  should  retain  in  its 
power  the  right  to  veto  the  tarifi  which  the 
Commissioners  may  impose  and  which  may 
mar  commerce  and  settlement.  I  take  this 
opportunity  of  again  expressing  my  extreme 
regret  that  the  Government  should  have  pushed 
this  measure  to  a  conclusion  this  session. 
It  appears  to  me  that  the  one  or  two  ob- 
jects the  Government  have  in  view  in  intro- 
ducing this  Bill  are,  in  the  first  place,  to  in- 
crease the  rates  ;  and,  secondly,  to  reduce  the 
wages  of  the  men.  I  believe  if  the  Government 
were  to  speak  their  real  mind  on  the  subject 
they  would  say  these  are  the  two  great  objects 
they  had  in  view — namely,  to  increase  the  rates 
to  the  public  generally,  and  to  decrease  the 
wages  of  the  working-men  ;  and,  by  placing  our- 
selves in  the  hands  of  a  Board,  to  take  away 
from  ourselves  the  power  of  having  anything 
to  say  when  an  injustice  is  perpetrated ;  and 
my  prediction  is  that,  in  a  very  short  time 
indeed,  one  of  the  results  of  this  Board  will  be 
universal  dissatisfaction  from  one  end  of  the 
country  to  the  other.  I  say  that,  although  the 
question  may  have  been  discussed  during  the 
last  Parliament,  it  was  never  brought  before  the 
public  in  the  same  concrete  form  as  now ;  and 
we  should  have  an  opportunity  of  placing  the 
matter  before  our  constituents  in  acdei  to  see 
how  far  public  opinion  is  really  in  touch  with 
this  great  change  which  the  Government  are 
making.  We  have  no  great  reason  to  be  dis- 
satisfied, on  the  whole,  with  the  management 
of  our  railways,  except  with  incompetence, 
possibly,  or  unsuitability,  I  should  say,  on  the 
part  of  the  General  Manager.    The  railways  in 
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Kew  Zealand  have  been  managed  extremely 
creditably,  and  there  can  be  no  imputation  of 
any  corrupt  influence  having  been  brought  to 
bear  on  the  Minister  from  time  to  time, 
such  as  I  believe  was  the  cose  in  Victoria.  I 
take  leave  to  say  that  neither  the  Govern- 
ment nor  any  o{  their  supporters  have  given 
any  solid  reason  for  the  introduction  of  this 
Bill.  The  only  reason  they  have  attempted  to 
give  is  that  the  scheme  in  Victoria  has  been  a 
success,  and  ergo  it  must  be  a  success  in  this 
colony.  I  deny  that  wholly.  I  deny,  first  of 
all,  that  the  causes  which  led  to  the  introduc- 
tion of  the  scheme  into  Victoria  exist  here, 
and  I  deny  that  the  advantages  predicted  as 
certain  to  flow  from  it  will  flow.  We  shall,  by 
passing  this  Bill,  give  up  the  control  of  sixteen 
millions'  worth  of  property  for  at  least  five 
years  to  irresponsible  men.  I  think  in  making 
an  experiment  of  this  kind  the  House  should 
have  msisted  on  limiting  the  time  to  as  short 
a  period  as  possible  —  not  more  than  three 
years.  It  will  be  said  that  all  these  are  Com- 
mittee objections,  and  that  members  of  the 
House  ought  to  have  remained  here  to  discuss 
these  questions  during  the  last  sitting.  I  may 
explain  now  why  I  thought  it  to  be  my  duty 
to  leave  the  House  about  half-past  two  this 
morning.  It  was  because  the  Government 
had  determined  to  make  this  measure  in  every 
.sense  a  Government  measure,  and,  knowing 
they  had  a  majority  at  their  back,  it  was 
perfectly  useless  for  independent  members  to 
remain  here  with  a  view  of  making  any  amend- 
ments in  the  Bill.  Therefore  I  declined  to 
injure  my  health  and  constitution  by  sitting 
hero  till  five  or  six  o'clock.  And,  Sir,  I 
take  this  opportunity  of  again  saying  that  I 
hold  it  to  be  most  improper,  on  the  part  of  any 
Government,  to  introduce  a  measure  of  this 
magnitude  iu  the  short  space  of  time  we  have, 
when  such  a  measure  can  only  bo  passed  by 
taxing  the  vital  energies  of  honourable  mem- 
bers by  making  them  sit  up  till  six  o'clock  in 
the  morning.  That  is  not  the  way  to  pass  im- 
portant legislation.  Honourable  members,  after 
being  at  work  so  long,  cannot  possibly  bring  to 
bear  on  important  measures  that  brightness  of 
mind  and  clearness  o(  intellect  wliich  they 
ought  to  bring,  and  whii-li  they  would  retain  if 
they  were  not  exhausted  by  sitting  in  the  House 
for  these  long  peri  ods.  It  is  sometimes  wondered 
why  at  the  conclusion  of  a  sitting  at  five  or  six 
o'clock  in  the  morning  there  are  only  some 
twenty-six  honourable  members  present ;  but  it 
is  almost  physically  impossible  for  honourable 
gentlemen  to  remain  in  the  foetid  atmosphere  of 
this  House  for  ten  hours  at  a  stretch.  I  protest 
in  the  strongest  manner  possible  again»t  any 
Government  compelling  honourable  members, 
in  order  to  pass  Bills  within  a  certain  time  so 
as  to  close  the  session,  to  sit  for  such  a  long 
time.  There  was  no  excuse  for  it  in  this  case, 
because,  as  I  have  said,  and  as  many  honour- 
able members  must  admit,  this  Bill  might  just 
as  well  be  passed  next  session  as  now,  and  to 
have  delayed  it  would  have  given  ns  an  oppor- 
tunity to  go  before  the  public  and  explain  the 
measure.  By  delaying  it  the  Government  could 
Mr.  Fish 


bave  taken  all  necessary  {ireliminary  steps  for 
procuring  a  Chief  Commissioner  during  the 
mtcrval  before  next  session,  Emd  then  they 
would  have  been  prepared,  if  the  House  passed 
the  Bill,  to  make  the  appointment  at  once  and 
let  the  Commission  begin  its  duties.  I  felt  it 
to  be  my  duty  to  make  this  protest  at  this  time, 
and  to  express  a  strong  hope  that  at  any  rate 
next  session  the  Government  will  bring  down 
their  Bills  sufficieatly  early  not  to  necessitate 
the  extreme  tension  on  the  physical  powers  of 
honourable  members  at  the  enid  of  the  sessioa 
which  there  is  now. 

Mr.  TANNEB.— The  honourable  member  for 
Dunedin  South  has  said  the  Government  can 
force  this  measure  through  because  they  have 
a  strong  majority ;  but  I  should  like  to  remind 
him  that  this  large  majority  is  composed  of 
members  on  both  sides  of  the  House.  It  has 
not  been  treated  as  a  party  question  at  all, 
and  there  are  many  members  on  the  opposite 
side  of  the  House  supporting  the  Bill  quite  as 
strongly  as  members  on  this  side.  In  refer- 
ence to  other  remarks  by  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Dunedin  South,  I  think  we  should  be 
careful  about  going  into  Committee  again  and 
reopening  the  whole  question  on  this  Bill. 
There  may  be  no  objection  to  recommit  it  to 
consider  one  particular  clause,  but  it  would  not 
be  well  to  recommit  it  in  order  to  go  over  the 
whole  ground  again. 

Mr.  FISH. — I  have  no  intention  of  moving 
any  amendment  myself  if  the  Bill  is  recom- 
mitted. 

Mr.  E.  RICHARDSON.— I  remained  in  the 
House  till  about  four  o'clock  this  morning,  and 
then  left,  being  unable  to  sit  any  longer.  X 
had  several  amendments  which,  as  I  had  pre- 
viously suggested,  I  intended  to  pi-opose,  which 
I  think  would  have  considerably  improved  the 
Bill ;  but,  as  I  could  not  stay,  I  could  not 
move  them ;  and  I  will  indicate  now  where  I 
think  some  of  them  are  needed.  I  think  in 
clause  36  there  are  several  omissions  as  to 
what  should  be  the  powers  of  the  Commis- 
sioners ;  and  notably  one  power  is  omitted 
which  is  given  iu  both  the  Victorian  and  New 
South  Wales  Acts,  by  which  the  Commissioners 
ore  able  to  make  special  rates  for  quantities. 
As  far  as  I  am  able  to  ascertain,  this  Bill  does 
not  give  such  a  power.  I  am  aware  that  "  The 
Public  Works  Act,  1882,"  has  to  be  read  with 
this  measure,  and  a  thorough  study  of  both 
this  Bill  and  that  Act  together  is  necessary  to 
enable  us  to  see  what  povrers  the  Commis- 
sioners will  have  ;  but,  as  far  as  I  have  been 
able  to  find,  the  power  I  refer  to  is  not  given. 
Then,  I  think  there  is  an  omission  iu  the  Com- 
missioners not  being  declared  to  be  common 
carriers.  I  think  very  great  trouble  will  ensue 
if  that  is  not  done ;  and  it  could  be  done 
by  a  short  clause,  which  might  perhaps  be 
introduced  in  another  place.  But  the  amend- 
ment I  first  suggested  probably  could  not 
be  made  in  another  place,  it  being  on  a 
subject  relating  to  the  imposition  of  rates.  I 
think  the  Government  should  carefully  con- 
sider both  those  points  before  the  Bill  is 
finally  passed.     Then,  the  Acts  in  both  Vio- 
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toria  and  New  Soath  Wales  prohibit  the  Com- 
missionen  from  removing  or  closiog  railway- 
workshops;  and  I  think  there  sbonld  be  a 
similar  provision  in  this  Bill.  There  should  also 
be  some  provision  as  to  the  granting  of  free 
passes.  I  am  aware  that  hj  subsection  (n)  of 
clause  86  the  Commissioners  may  make  by- 
laws "  for  the  issue,  and  prevention  of  the 
abuse,  of  free  passes  on  the  railways  or  any  of 
them;"  bat  I  think  that— seeing  that  these 
are  Government  railways,  and  that  certain 
concessions  have  been  and  are  being  made  to 
members  of  Parliament  and  others — it  would 
be  well  to  follow  the  example  of  the  other 
two  colonies  and  put  in  a  clause  saying  what 
Parliament  thinks  should  be  done  in  that 
direction.  Then,  I  think  there  should  be 
some  specific  provision  in  relation  to  running 
Sanday  trains.  There  has  been  a  great  deal  of 
feeling,  at  one  time  and  another,  in  most  parts 
of  the  colony  on  that  subject.  As  the  Bill  now 
stands,  I  do  not  think  the  Commissioners  have 
sufficient  power  to  deal  with  that  matter,  and 
in  the  other  colonies  it  has  been  considered 
wise  to  specify  what  should  be  done  in  that 
direction.  I  think  there  are  several  omissions 
in  clause  86,  but  those  I  have  mentioned  are 
the  most  important.  I  think  the  points  I  have 
mentioned  want  carefully  looking  into,  to  in- 
sure the  proper  carrying-out  of  the  Bill ;  and  I 
hope  the  Government  will  instruct  the  officers 
of  the  department,  before  the  Bill  is  finally 
passed,  to  carefully  consider  if  the  Bill  gives 
all  the  necessary  power  to  insure  its  successful 
operation  and  the  efficient  discharge  of  their 
duties  by  the  Commissioners.  I  throw  out 
these  suggestions,  and  I  hope  the  Minister  for 
Public  Works  will  think  them  worth  looking 
into.  I  am  not,  myself,  going  to  move  the 
recommittal  of  the  Bill  for  the  purpose  of 
reconsidering  any  clauses  that  might  endanger 
the  passing  of  the  measure;  but  I  trust  that 
the  Government  will  consider  the  points  I 
have  mentioned,  with  a  view  to  amendments 
being  made,  if  they  should  be  deemed  to  be 
necessary,  either  here  or  in  another  place. 

Mr.  WABD. — I  wish  to  give  notice  that,  if  the 
Bill  is  recommitted,  I  shall  move  a  new  clause 
limiting  the  amount  of  damages  payable  in  case 
of  accidents.  I  understand  that  in  Victoria  a 
proviso  of  this  character  is  in  force,  and  I  think 
there  should  be  a  similar  one  in  this  Bill ; 
and  I  hope  the  Minister  in  charge  of  the  Bill 
will  move  in  that  direction.  I  should  further 
like  to  say,  as  one  who  was  in  the  House  all 
night  yesterday  and  listened  attentively  to  the 
clauses  of  this  measure  being  read,  that  I  do  not 
consider  sufficient  time  was  given  to  members 
of  the  House  to  consider  the  details  of  the  Bill. 
The  Bill  is  of  a  very  important  character,  and 
I  do  not  think  it  has  had  that  full  considera- 
tion which  it  should  have  had.  I  should  have 
? referred  its  being  left  over  till  next  session, 
'here  are  clauses  in  it  that  I  do  not  agree  with, 
and  I  shall  vote  against  the  third  reading  of 
the  measure,  as  I  consider  it  is  of  too  important 
a  character  to  be  hurried  through  in  this  man- 
ner. 
Mi.  LE  vest  am.— I  support  the  recom- 


mittal of  the  Bill,  and  I  give  notice  that  I  shall 
move  certain  amendments.  I  may  say,  at  the 
outset,  that  I  cannot  support  the  proposal  of 
the  honourable  member  for  Auckland  North, 
and  it  is  not  for  that  purpose  I  shall  support 
the  recommittal  of  the  Bill.  I  want  to  move 
that  clauses  84  and  86  be  reconsidered.  In 
clause  86  an  amendment  was  introduced,  on 
the  motion  of  the  honourable  member  for  the 
Bay  of  Islands,  to  the  effect  that  the  Commis- 
sioners may,  with  the  consent  of  the  Licensing 
Committee  of  any  district,  issue  licenses  for 
the  sale  of  spirits  at  any  railway-stations  in 
any  such  district.  I  think,  if  we  can  trust  the 
Commissioners  with  such  great  powers  as  we 
have  given  to  them  in  this  Bill,  we  might  very 
well  leave  them  to  deal  with  a  matter  of  this 
sort  according  to  their  own  discretion.  I  fully 
agree  that  it  maybe  quite  right  that  the  people 
iu  localities  should  pass  resolutions  and  come 
to  an  agreement  about  the  licenses  to  be  issued 
within  the  limits  of  their  own  particular  dis- 
trict, so  long  as  those  licenses  relate  to  houses 
for  the  convenience  of  the  people  in  that  dis- 
trict ;  but  I  do  not  see  that  they  should  apply 
to  such  a  case  as  that  of  railway-stations.  The 
people  of  the  localities  in  which  those  railway- 
stations  are  situated  are  not  the  only  people  to 
be  consulted  in  a  matter  of  this  kind  ;  people 
coming  from  all  the  localities  in  the  colony  are 
interested  in  this  matter.  The  railway-sta- 
tions do  not  belong  to  any  particular  district, 
but  to  the  colony  as  a  whole.  When  clause  86 
was  in  Committee  I  moved  to  strike  out  sub- 
section (c) ;  but,  as  I  was  unable  to  get  a  teller 
with  me,  I  could  not  go  to  a  division,  and  there 
was  no  record  of  my  having  moved  that  motion. 
Subsection  (c)  provided  that  the  Commissioners 
might  regulate  the  granting  of  licenses  for 
vehicles  of  every  sort  plying  for  hire  at  a  rail- 
way, and  the  plying  for  hire  at  a  railway  of  any 
vehicle  not  so  licensed.  In  my  opinion  it  is  not 
necessary  to  provide  for  that  in  this  Act.  It 
simply  means  that  an  additional  fee  is  to  be 
put  on  these  people,  for  already  they  are 
licensed  by  the  various  local  bodies.  If  this 
clause  were  carried  it  would  impose  great 
hardship  on  many  hackney-carriage  and  ex- 
press drivers.  I  was  told  last  night  that  such 
a  power  already  exists  in  the  Minister  for  Pub- 
lic Works  ;  but  I  say  it  does  not.  What  exists 
is  this :  Where  stands  have  been  established  in 
railway-station  yards,  express  and  hackney- 
carriage  drivers  have  to  pay  a  license  if  they 
wish  to  use  those  stands.  But  under  this  sub- 
section no  hackney-carriage  or  express  driver 
may  take  a  passenger  from  a  railway-station 
unless  he  has  paid  a  license-fee  to  the  Com- 
missioners. I  think  that  subsection  should 
be  taken  out.  Then,  I  wish  to  move  a  new 
clause  providing  that  the  wages  of  working- 
men  shall  not  be  reduced  by  the  Com- 
missioners, unless  the  consent  of  this  House 
be  first  obtained.  The  opinion  has  been 
expressed  by  a  great  many  members  of  this 
House,  and  with  great  justice,  I  think,  that 
one  of  the  first  acts  of  the  Commissioners  will 
be  to  reduce  the  wages  of  the  working-men; 
and  that  is  a  power  which,  I  think,  should  not 
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be  placed  in  their  hands,  because  if  they  do 
that  they  will  reduce  the  wages  throughout 
the  whole  colony,  and  so  a  great  hardship  will 
be  done.  I  think  that  is  one  of  the  powers 
that  should  be  retained  by  this  House.  As  to 
the  amendment  of  the  honourable  member  for 
Auckland  North,  to  give  Vaile's  scheme  a  trial, 
I  cannot  agree  with  that.  Perhaps  it  would 
be  better  if  the  honourable  gentleman  were  to 
amend  his  motion  so  as  to  make  it  provide 
that  Mr.  Yaile  should  be  the  first  Chief  Com- 
missioner. One  of  the  arguments  made  use  of 
by  the  honourable  member  for  Auckland  North 
was  that  many  petitions  had  been  sent  ask- 
ing for  a  trial  of  the  scheme.  But  I  think 
that  such  petitions  are  not  worth  much,  espe- 
cially when  they  come  to  us  from  Auckland, 
where  people  get  up  petitions  for  all  sorts  of 
objects.  Why,  I  remember  that  they  got  up 
a  petition  to  secure  the  reprieve  from  the 
gallows  of  murderers  who  were  almost  taken 
red-handed.  Therefore  I  do  not  think  these 
petitions  should  have  any  weight.  Then,  all 
those  who  have  read  the  evidence  brought 
forward  by  Mr.  Yaile  himself  must  admit 
that  he  has  no  argument  on  his  side  at  all. 
The  arguments  of  Mr.  Yaile  simply  amounted 
to  this :  that  he  believes  so-and-so,  and,  be- 
cause he  believes  it,  it  must  be  right.  We 
know  that  a  Committee  which  sat  last  session, 
consisting  mainly  of  Auckland  members,  who 
wished  to  give  him  every  chance,  had  to  come 
to  the  conclusion  that  they  could  not  recom- 
mend giving  the  scheme  a  trial,  unless  the 
district  in  which  it  was  tried  would  become  re- 
sponsible for  any  deficiency  that  might  arise. 
While  I  do  not  support  the  amendment  of 
which  the  honourable  member  for  Auckland 
North  has  given  notice,  I  wish  to  see  the  Bill 
recommitted  for  the  purpose  I  have  mentioned. 
Mr.  TUKNBULL.— Before  the  Bill  goes  into 
Committee,  I  wish  to  say  that,  while  we  are 
making  provision  for  the  Commissioners  con- 
structing railways,  I  do  not  see  that  there  is 
ac  y  power  under  which  the  plans  of  the  railways, 
et  cetera,  would  become  the  property  of  the 
Commissioners.  The  Public  Works  Department 
and  the  Commissioners  would  be  two  distinct 
bodies,  and  it  would  be  necessary  to  band  over 
the  plans  to  the  Commissioners.  I  do  not 
know  whether  it  is  necessary  to  provide  for 
that. 

Major  ATKINSON.  — It  is  not  intended  to 
give  the  Board  power  to  make  railways  unless 
the  work  is  specially  handed  over  to  them  by 
Order  in  Council,  and  then  the  plans  would 
have  to  be  handed  over. 

Mr.  TAYLOR.— I  do  not  know  whether  the 
Government  will  accept  the  recommittal  of  the 
Bill  for  the  purpose  of  adding  a  clause  of  the 
character  indicated  by  the  honourable  member 
for  Nelson — that  is,  to  make  some  provision  for 
the  protection  of  men  working  on  the  railways. 
I  am  very  much  afraid  that  they  will  be  the  first 
suSerers  under  this  Board,  and  for  this  reason : 
We  are  told  that  settlement  is  to  be  one  main 
feature  of  the  management  of  the  Bailway 
Commissioners,  and  commercial  principles 
another.  What  will  they  do  so  far  as  the 
Mr.  Levestam 


settlement  port  of  the  business  is  concerned  ? 
They  will  revise  the  tariff;  and,  as  for  the 
other,  they  will  take  6d.  or  Is.  per  diem  off  the 
working-men.  I  do  trust  that  the  Government 
will  make  some  provision  of  the  character  in- 
dicated, so  that  these  men  shall  not  be  reduced ; 
because  it  does  seem  to  me  a  serious  thing  that, 
in  a  young  colony  like  this,  men  should  only  get 
just  sufficient  to  keep  them  alive,  and  not  be 
able  to  get  sufficient  to  provide  for  themselves 
in  their  old  age.  I  know  that  these  senti- 
ments are  not  very  popular  in  this  House  with 
some  honourable  members ;  but  I  cannot  help, 
and  will  not  help,  expressing  my  opinions 
whenever  I  have  an  opportunity  on  behalf  of 
those  who  are  not  here  to  defend  their  in- 
terests. This  morning  there  was  no  oppor- 
tunity of  getting  inserted  a  clause  of  this  cha- 
racter; but  I  trust  that  the  Premier,  in  the 
interests  of  the  masses,  will  see  that  such  tk 
clause  is  inserted;  and  I  hope  that  ho  will 
accept  the  amendment  of  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Nelson. 

Mr.  E.  RICHABDSON.— I  hope  that  the 
Premier  will  not  overlook  the  matter  I  men- 
tioned in  clause  36,  because  I  believe  that 
that  clause  cannot  bo  touched  in  another 
Chamber. 

Major  ATKINSON.  — No.  I  have  taken  a 
note  of  the  honourable  gentleman's  point,  and 
thank  him  for  the  suggestion.  But  I  propose 
that,  if  necessary,  auy  amendments  of  that 
character  shall  be  sent  down  by  Governor's 
message.  I  might  tell  the  honourable  gentle- 
man that  this  clause  has  been  gone  through 
very  carefully  by  the  officers  of  the  department. 
Mr.  LEVESTAM.— May  I  ask  whether  the 
honourable  gentleman  will  bring  down  by  Go- 
vernor's message  a  clause  like  the  one  indi- 
cated— that  the  Commissioners  shall  have  no 
power  to  reduce  the  rate  of  wages  except  with 
the  consent  of  Parliament? 

Major  ATKINSON.— I  do  not  see  my  way  to 
bring  down  any  such  clause  as  that  at  all. 

Mr.  WARD. — I  may  say  that  I  mentioned  to 
the  Minister  fur  Public  Works  this  evening  that 
I  intended  to  move,  if  the  Bill  again  went  into 
Committee,  in  the  direction  I  mentioned  a  short 
time  ago.  I  should  like  to  know  if  he  will  in- 
troduce a  clause  limiting  the  amount  of  com- 
pensation payable  in  cases  of  accident. 

Major  ATKINSON.— I  will  look  into  it,  hut 
I  am  doubtful  of  the  propriety  of  saving  any 
amount  in  compensation, 

Mr.  PISH.— I  should  like  to  ask  the  Premier 
whether  he  has  considered  the  question  I 
raised  this  afternoon  and  last  evening  —  that 
is,  with  regard  to  the  Government  having 
the  power  of  veto  as  to  any  tariff  the  Com- 
missioners may  frame.  It  is  so,  I  am  informed, 
in  the  Yictorian  Act.  The  Government  there 
have  power  to  veto  a  tariff  if  they  do  not  think 
it  in  the  interest  of  the  country. 

Major  ATKINSON.  — I  will  look  into  the 
matter  and  see. 

Mr.  MONK. — I  must  make  some  explana- 
tion to  the  House  for  the  vote  I  feel  myself 
compelled  to  give.  I  have  paid  some  atten- 
tion to  railway  grievances  in  the  part  of  the 
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«ountry  to  which  I  belong.  Though  I  think 
it  is  necessary  that  great  redactions  should  be 
mode  in  the  rates  now  charged  on  the  lines  in 
the  North,  I  have  always  felt  that  the  plan  as 
laid  down  by  Mr.  Vaile  would  not  be  practicable. 
In  the  first  place,  I  do  not  think  the  population 
is  sufficient  to  make  it  payable ;  and,  then,  I 
think  that  no  allowance  has  been  mode  for  the 
wear-ond-tear  that  would  take  place  under  Mr. 
Voile's  system.  I  should  like  a  greater  re- 
duction in  railway  freights  than  I  believe  will 
be  secured  under  a  Board  such  as  is  contem- 
plated ;  but  if  the  Board  is  to  be  charged  with 
the  control  of  the  railways  by  this  House,  and 
with  the  approval  of  the  country,  then  I  think 
we  cannot  tie  up  the  hands  of  the  Commis- 
sioners by  snpportiug  a  motion  which  would 
virtually  take  from  them  the  power  which  it 
is  contemplated  by  this  measure  to  give  them. 
And  I  feci  certain  that,  if  Mr.  Vaile's  scheme 
were  adopted  on  the  Waikato  and  Kaipara 
lines,  in  twelve  months'  time  such  a  loss  would 
be  revealed  to  the  country  as  would  startle  us, 
and  such  as  the  country  cannot  afford.  On 
the  other  hand,  there  are  some  features  about 
the  Railway  Bill  that  I  feel  very  anxious  about. 
I  do  not  like  the  idea  of  handing  over  the  rail- 
ways to  an  absolute  power  for  such  a  long  time 
as  is  contemplated  by  the  Bill.  Supposing  we 
place  oui  railways  in  the  power  of  on  autocrat, 
no  matter  how  clever  that  gentleman  may  be, 
it  is  quite  possible  that  his  experience  may  be 
such  as  to  lead  him  to  attempt  a  policy  which 
will  not  be  applicable  to  our  lines,  where,  no 
matter  how  strong  our  desire  to  make  the  rail- 
ways a  financial  success,  such  considerations 
must  be  controlled  by  the  prices  of  produce 
and  concessions  that,  in  the  interests  of  settle- 
ment, must  be  made.  I  feel  certain  that  any 
Railway  Board  that  may  attempt  to  manage 
our  lines  will  have  to  contend  with  difficulties 
that  uo  not  exist  on  lines  in  any  other  part 
of  the  world.  They  have  to  contend  with  low 
water- freights,  and,  as  time  goes  on,  this  dif- 
ficulty, instead  of  disappearing,  will  rather 
intensify  and  become  more  difficult  to  cope 
with  as  sea-services  increase.  If  this  House 
expects  that  any  Railway  Board  that  con  be 
devised  can  make  our  lines  profitable,  I  feel 
certain  in  my  own  mind  that  it  will  be  abso- 
lutely mistaken,  and  that  the  advantage  of  the 
Board  will  simply  be  this:  that  it  will  be  with- 
drawn from  political  control.  That  will  be 
some  advantage,  and  for  that  reason  I  feel 
compelled  to  support  the  Bill.  But  I  am  cer- 
tain that,  if  there  is  any  expectation  that  our 
railways  will  be  made  to  pay  full  interest  upon 
the  cost  of  construction,  that  expectation  will 
not  be  realised ;  but,  on  the  contrary,  that 
the  skill  of  any  Commissioner  will  be  shown 
not  80  much  in  the  introduction  of  some  sys- 
tem of  which  he  may  be  the  reputed  master 
as  in  the  facility  with  which  he  will  adapt 
himself  to  grapple  with  difficulties  that  for  a 
long  time  to  come  he  will  find  besetting  the 
management  of  our  lines. 

The  House  divided  on  the  qnestion,  "  That 
the  words,  '  the  Bill  be  now  read  the  third 
time,'  stand  part  of  the  question." 
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Paibs. 
For.  Agaitut. 

Peaison  Ballance 

Samuel.  Duncan. 

Majority  for,  88. 
Bill  read  a  third  time. 
On  the  motion,  That  the  Bill  do  pass, 
Mr.  SEDDON  said,— Sir,  I  desire  to  lodge  a 
last  protest  against  the  passing  of  this  mea- 
sure, because,  notwithstanding  that  there  is  a 
very  large  majority  in  favour  of  it,  I  still  hold 
to  the  opinion  that  the  consideration  which 
so  important  a  measure  ought  to  have  at 
the  hauds  of  members  of  this  House  has  not 
been  given  to  it.  I  desire  also  to  put  on  record 
the  manner  in  which  this  measure  was  put 
through,  and  I  think  it  will  not  place  either  the 
Government  or  this  House  in  a  very  favourable 
light  before  the  people  of  Great  Britain  and 
New  Zealand.  Here  was  a  measure  dealing 
with  fifteen  million  pounds'  worth  of  public 
property — for  that  is  what  our  railways  cost 
—forced  through  Committee  at  a  quarter  past 
five  this  morning,  when  there  wore  only  some 
twenty -seven  members  present.  I  was  one 
who  remained  until  about  half-past  three.  I 
then  lodged  a  protest  against  the  Bill  proceed- 
ing further  under  the  circumstances,  and  left 
the  responsibility  with  the  Government,  and 
they  thought  fit  to  see  the  measure  through 
Committee.  They  did  what  I  consider  is 
against  the  Standing  Orders,  and  is  somewhat 
unconstitutional,  inasmuch  as  they  appropri- 
ated in  payment  of  the  salaries  of  these  Com- 
missioners £3,500  per  annum  for  five  years, 
malting  a  total  of  nearly  £20,000.  I  do  not  know 
that  there  is  any  parallel  to  the  present  course 
in  regard  to  such  a  Bill  as  this — the  action  of 
the  Government  last  night,  after  passing  the  Bill 
through  Committee,  in  then  putting  the  appro- 
priation clauses  through  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  giving  the  assent  of  the  Crown  to  them, 
and  then  recommitting  the  Bill  and  passing  it 
through.  By  that  proceeding  we  have  bound 
the  colony  to  pay  this  money  for  the  next  five 
years  for  a  pure  experiment.  I  am  afraid  the 
passing  of  this  Bill  means  the  reduction  of  the 
wages  of  the  employes  on  our  railways.  I  have 
beard  it  mooted,  in  the  lobbies  and  outside,  that 
a  reduction  con  be  made  to  the  extent  of  some 
£80,000 — an  honourable  gentleman  near  me 
says  £50,000 — and  that  means  this  :  that  the 
spending-power  of  those  employes  will  be  cur- 
tailed. I  do  not  lay  much  stress  upon  that,  but 
I  am  afraid  it  means  a  detrimental  effect  on  the 
wages  generally  throughout  New  Zealand.  If 
we  place  the  control  of  our  railways  in  the 
hands  of  an  irresponsible  body,  and  if  that 
body,  without  having  their  power  in  this  re- 
spect distinctly  defined  by  the  measure,  are 
to  cut  down  wages  to  such  a  point  that  it  will 
interfere  with  the  wages  of  the  rest  of  the 
wage-earning  classes  of  New  Zealand,  it  will 
be  a  sorry  day  for  this  colony  that  so  perni- 
cious a  Bill  was  ever  passed.  It  also  means 
raising  the  tariff  on  the  producers,  the  farmers 
of  the  colony.  We  know  full  well  that  the 
amount  they  now  receive  for  their  produce 
is  not  sufScient  to  compensate  them  for  pro- 


ducing, and  they  have  to  produce  at  a  loss. 
I  see  nothing  in  this  measure,  and  have 
heard  nothing  from  the  Government,  in  regard 
to  what  has  been  very  much  complained  of, 
and  that  is,  as  to  who  is  to  be  the  Chief 
Commissioner ;  and  it  is  very  likely  we  shikll 
have  the  late  General  Manager  of  Bailways, 
Mr.  Maxwell,  in  that  position.  There  i« 
nothing  whatever  in  this  Bill,  as  far  as  I  can 
see,  which  compels  the  Government  to  seek 
elsewhere  for  the  Chief  Commissioner;  aod, 
whether  rightly  or  wrongly,  something  strikes 
me  that  Mr.  Maxwell  will  be  one  of  the  Com- 
missioners, if  not  tho  Chief  Commissioner. 
There  has  been  a  general  complaint  against 
his  management,  even  when  under  tho  control 
of  Parliament ;  and,  if  there  was  then  any  well- 
founded  ground  for  complaint,  how  much  more 
intensified  will  the  evil  Be  when  ho  is  placed  as 
Chief  Commissioner,  free  from  parliamentary 
control  I  As  I  said  last  night,  I  say  it  here 
again,  tho  management  of  our  New  Zealand 
railways  has  been  commendable,  taking  all  the 
circumstances  into  consideration.  At  all  events 
I  do  not  believe  it  has  been  so  glaringly  bad 
that  we  should  hand  over  to  an  irresponsible 
body  this  large  and  valuable  public  property, 
when,  I  believe,  a  number  of  our  railways 
may  be  closed  altogether,  when  it  is  quite  pos- 
sible the  railways  may  be  worked  upon  purely 
commercial  principles  to  tho  detriment  of  the 
work  of  colonisation,  for  which  this  large  sum  of 
money  was  raised.  This  Bill  is,  to  my  mind,  & 
serious  blow,  so  far  as  the  progress  of  the  colony 
is  concerned,  in  that  direction.  I  am  afraid 
tho  public  will  suffer  by  the  change ;  but  the 
majority  has  decided,  and  we  must  for  a  time 
submit  to  be  guided  by  the  majority.  The  only 
thing  I  would  say  is  this :  that  there  is  in  tho 
colony,  at  the  present  moment,  a  feeling  in 
existence  that  delay  should  take  place  before 
this  measure  is  given  full  effect  to.  I  hold  in 
my  hand  a  resolution  which  has  been  for- 
warded to  me  from  Auckland. 

An  Hon.  Membeh. — From  whom  ? 

Mr.  SEDDON.— It  is  from  the  New  Zealand 
Befomi  League. 

An  Hon.  Member. — Who  are  they  ? 

Mr.  SEDDON. — Some  Auckland  members 
are  laughing  derisively  at  the  announcement 
that  I  have  made — that  it  is  from  tho  Befonn 
League  of  Auckland;  but  it  appears  to  me 
that  a  very  considerable  change  has  come  over 
those  honourable  gentlemen  since  the  elec- 
tions. There  is  one  honourable  gentleman,  at 
all  events,  I  have  found  in  the  lobby — Mr. 
Goldie — who  did  not  hesitate  to  keep  to  his 
pledges  and  be  guided  in  his  actions  by  the 
wishes  of  those  who  were  instrumental  in  secur- 
ing his  return  to  this  House.  The  honourable 
member  for  ParnoU  was  also  quite  consistent 
in  not  wishing  to  take  from  Parliament  and 
the  control  of  the  House  the  management  of 
our  railways.  This  is  what  the  League  says — 
and  I  desire  to  put  it  on  record,  because  there 
is  a  good  deal  in  it : 

An  Hon.  Membeb. — It  is  not  worth  tho  paper 
it  is  written  on. 

Mr.  SKDDON.— This  is  not  (he  only  thing 
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that  is  not  ^rorth  the  paper  it  is  written  on.  I 
leave  it  to  ttio  honourable  member  for  Franklin 
South, — perhaps  he  understands  it.  Seeing  he 
is  an  authority  on  paper-writing,  he  should  be 
the  last  to  interrupt.  This  memorandum  is  as 
follows : — 

"  New  Zealand  Radical  Reform  League, 
"  Auckland,  7th  December,  1887. 

"  Sib, — I  beg  to  forward  you,  on  behalf  of  the 
above  League,  the  following  resolution  passed 
at  its  last  meeting,  hold  on  the  5th  instant : — 

"  '  That  this  League  learns  with  regret  that 
it  is  the  intention  of  the  Government  to  form  a 
Railway  Board,  and  import  a  railway  expert  to 
place  at  its  head ;  and  would  direct  attention 
to  the  fact  that  a  Parliamentary  Committee, 
in  1886,  reported  among  other  findings  that, 
although  the  system  now  in  force  in  New 
Zealand  is  similar  to  that  in  the  United  King- 
dom and  its  dependencies,  r.nd  is  well  adminis- 
tered, it  19  nevertheless  not  satisfactory  as  a 
system.  This  associatioii,  therefore,  in  the 
strongest  manner,  condpmns  the  appointment 
of  a  Board  to  still  farther  develop  this  system, 
and  believes  the  result  can  only  be  to  per- 
petuate a  vicious  railway  policy  and  entail  loss 
on  the  country  generally.' — I  have,  &c., 

"James  Batty,  Secretary." 

Sir,  from  information  I  have  received  from 
Victoria  about  the  working  of  that  system, 
I  find  that  the  further  it  goes  on  the  less 
satisfactory  it  is ;  and  that  information  comes 
from  one  who  is,  I  may  say,  connected  with 
the  working  of  that  system.  In  writing  to 
me,  he  says  that  New  Zealand  is  going  a 
little  too  far  ahead — that  it  would  be  better  to 
be  cautious  and  see  how  the  thing  developed 
further  in  Victoria.  I  believe  it  would  be 
better  to  wait  a  little  longer  before  we  commit 
the  colony  to  what  is  intended  by  this  Bill.  I 
do  no  more  than  say  this:  that  the  responsi- 
bility rests  with  those  who  have  supported  this 
measure.  Considering  its  magnitude  and  im- 
portance it  has  not  had  that  consideration  it 
'was  entitled  to ;  and  I  do  not  think  that  in 
doing  what  we  have  done  we  are  acting  fairly 
to  the  public  creditors  of  the  colony.  Hence  I 
protest  against  it. 

Mr.  KQRR. — I  was  one  of  those  who  sup- 
ported this  Bill,  and  I  believe  it  is  a  really  good 
Bill.  At  all  events,  I  feel  satisfied  our  rail- 
roads will  run  better  than  they  have  done  in 
the  P<Mt.  But  surely  the  honourable  member 
for  Kumara  and  other  honourable  gentlemen 
-are  talking  to  their  constituents.  They  arc 
continually  yelping  about  the  ^or  man's 
wages  being  lowered.  The  workmg-men  of 
this  country  can  take  care  of  themselves,  and 
they  will  have  good  wages.  Railway-men  can- 
not expect  much  more  than  farmers  get  now. 
Labour  always  protects  itself,  and  always  will 
do  so.  I  am  always  glad  to  see  men  get  good 
wages,  as  well  as  anybody  else ;  but  I  am  not 
going  to  see  farm-labourers  receive  2s.  and  8s. 
a  day  less  than  railway-labourers.  I  wonder 
why  railway -labourers  should  receive  mote 
.  yrages  than  farm-labourers  do. 

Mr.  R.  H.  J.  REEVES.— How  do  they  ? 

VOL.  LIX.-4a. 


Mr.  KERR.— They  do  at  the  present  time. 

Mr.  R.  H.  J.  REEVES.— Where  ? 

Mr.  KERR. — In  Waimca  and  all  over  New 
Zealand  there  are  men  now  going  about,  as 
good  men  as  platelayers,  and  they  would  be  very 
glad  to  get  work  at  loss  money  than  is  new 
paid  to  platelayers.  That  is  my  answer  to  the 
honouraole  gentleman  ?  If  times  are  bad  for 
other  people,  the  men  on  tho  railways  must 
bear  a  share  of  the  pressure.  I  do  not  want 
to  see  the  wages  lowered,  but  if  tho  wages  of 
other  people  are  lowered  tho  wages  of  railway- 
men  must  be  lowered  also.  I  feel  satisfied  the 
thing  will  come  right  of  itself.  There  are 
plenty  of  men  walking  about  the  country  in 
search  of  employment,  and  they  would  be  glad 
to  take  less  than  the  railway-men  get. 

Mr.  MOSS.— It  is  a  bad  sign. 

Mr.  R.  H.  J.  REEVES.— A  sign  of  bad  go- 
vernment. 

Mr.  KERR.  — When  I  left  twenty  men  a 
week  were  passing  my  place.  I  was  feeding 
them,  and  they  would  have  been  glad  to  get 
employment.  They  wont  down  tho  Coast 
looking  for  work,  but  could  not  get  it.  That 
is  going  on  through  the  whole  colony,  I  am 
sorry  to  say,  to-day.  I  do  not  see  why  the 
present  employes  should  monopolize  the  whole 
work  of  the  railways.  If  they  are  not  satisfied, 
let  them  go  elsewhere  and  do  better,  like  other 
people.  The  honourable  gentlemen  that  are 
continually  crying  about  tho  poor  man  are  not 
the  poor  man's  friends.  Do  they  employ  the 
poor  men,  or  give  them  a  meal  when  they  are 
hungry?  Not  they.  They  are  only  throwing 
dust  at  the  working-man,  to  help  themselves 
for  election  purposes.  Who  ever  neard  of  the 
honourable  gentlemen  —  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Auckland  Central  or  the  honourable 
member  for  Parnell — doing  anything  practical 
for  the  working-man's  benefit? — only  talking 
in  this  House  I  It  is  really  sickening  to  hear 
them.  They  have  done  this  for  years ;  but  I 
can  tell  the  honourable  gentlemen  that  the 
working-men  can  see  things  for  themselves ; 
and  this  game  they  have  played  so  long  is 
worked  out,  and  tho  working-man  will  not  be 
blinded  by  the  honourable  gentlemen's  oratory 
any  longer. 

Sir  J.  VOGEL. — I  wish  to  say,  very  briefly, 
that  I  consider  the  whole  responsibility  for 
this  measure  rests  with  the  Government.  I 
sincerely  hope  it  will  prove  a  success.  I  think 
it  was  a  groat  mistake  to  hurry  a  measure 
of  this  kind  through  the  House,  and  more 
especially  a  mistake  not  to  tako  up  the  amend- 
ments which  were  proposed  by  several  honour- 
able members  with  a  view  to  improving  tho 
measure.  There  has  been,  in  my  mind,  a 
brecbch  of  faith  in  the  matter,  though  I  will  not 
say  a  wilful  one.  I  understand  that  last  night 
all  amendments  were  refused.  Honourable 
members  were  told  that  it  was  of  no  u.so  moving 
amendments.  I  confess  that  I  cannot  work  in 
the  middle  of  the  night,  and,  if  Bills  of  this 
character  are  forced  on  at  such  late  hours,  I 
and  others  have  a  difficulty  in  following  them. 
When  this  Bill  was  read  a  second  timo  there 
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'was  an  assurance  given  from  the  Government 
bench  that  all  amendments  would  be  respect- 
fully considered,  and  that  it  was  not  to  be  looked 
upon  as  a  party  measure.  It  seems  to  me  that 
the  refusal  last  night  even  to  entertain  amend- 
ments, and  the  statement  of  the  Government 
that  the  Bill  should  pass  as  it  was,  was  a  dis- 
tinct breach  of  faith.  I  appeal  to  all  honour- 
able members  who  made  suggestions  at  the 
second  reading  if  it  was  not  undersitood  that 
all  amendments  were  to  bo  respectfully  con- 
sidered ;  and  the  honourable  member  in  charge 
of  the  measure  has  since  signified  the  same. 
The  Government  chose  to  reject  the  counsel  of 
those  who,  in  a  friendly  manner,  wished  to  oSer 
suggestions.  The  Bill,  as  now  passed,  instead 
of  being  a  measure  to  obtain  the  assistance  of 
some  very  highly-skilled  person  from  England, 
is  a  measure  to  enable  a  higher  salary  to  be 
given  to  a  gentleman  already  in  the  public 
service,  and  to  remove  from  Parliament  the 
control  of  the  railways.  For  my  part,  I  am 
afraid  the  Bill  offers  very  little  promise  of 
success ;  but  it  is  still  my  most  anxious  wish 
that  it  should  prove  successful. 

Mr.  MOSS. — I  wish.  Sir,  to  place  on  record 
my  protest  against  this  Bill.  I  voted  against 
it  at  the  second  reading.  And,  Sir,  last  night, 
when  it  was  put  into  Committee  after  mid- 
night, I  stayed  till  daylight,  and  must  say 
that  I  never  saw  a  Bill  of  this  great  import- 
ance hurried  through — forced  through— in  the 
■way  that  this  Bill  was.  To  call  ourselves  a  de- 
liberative body,  and  at  the  same  time  to  treat  a 
great  measure  in  the  way  this  has  been  treated, 
certainly  is  not  and  cannot  be  right;  and  I, 
for  one,  enter  my  protest  against  such  a  course. 
It  is  a  great  measure— one  of  the  greatest  we 
could  have  passed.  These  Railway  Commis- 
sioners will  largely  control  the  labour-market. 
The  great 'mass  of  the  people  ought  to  be  our 
first  consideration.  If  they  ore  not  prosperous 
any  other  prosperity  is  fictitious  and  of  no 
value.  We  are  now  here  fresh  from  the  elec- 
tions, and  surely  one  would  suppose  that  those 
who,  a  short  time  ago,  professed  so  much  in- 
terest in  the  welfare  of  the  great  struggling 
people  have  not  so  soon  forgotten  their  pro- 
fessions t  The  honourable  member  for  Waimea 
has  told  us  of  the  very  great  distress  that  pre- 
vails— that  there  are  hundreds  of  people  out  of 
«mployment  and  seeking  it  in  vain  ;  and  yet  a 
measure  which  would  have  been  oif  infinitely 
more  importance  than  this — a  measure  which 
would  have  certainly  given  new  hope,  im- 
parted new  confidence,  and  started  enterprise 
in  all  directions  —  tariff  revision  —  is  put  off 
because  there  is  no  time  to  deal  with  it.  And 
yet  we  can  deal  with  a  question  like  this,  which 
<sould  have  been  well  left  till  next  session.  I 
have  noticed  that  the  majority  in  favour  of  this 
Bill  has  increased  in  the  House  during  its 
passage.  I  am  quite  sure  that  the  majority 
outside  will  increase  against  it  when  the  full 
scope  of  the  Bill  is  understood.  We  have 
fallen  in  love  before  this  with  non  -  political 
Boards.  I  remember  one  which  was  established 
by  act  of  this  House.  The  Government  In- 
surance Department  was  placed  under  the 
Sir  J  Togel 


control  of  that  non-political  Board.  How  long 
did  that  Board  last?  And  I  add  that  large 
majorities  are  no  sign  that  a  measure  is  right. 
There  were  as  lar(;:i  majorities  for  the  Insurance 
Board ;  and  one  of  the  greatest  swindles  ever 
perpetrated  —  the  South  Sea  Bubble  —  wae 
carried  in  the  Imperial  Parliament  by  172  to 
55 ;  yet  it  proved  a  disastrous  failure.  I  may 
say  that  in  connection  with  tliat  measure  there 
was  one  man  whose  opposition  was  so  con- 
tinuous that  ho  was  called  the  "  Cassandra " 
of  the  Imperial  Parliament  —  I  refer  to  Sir 
Bobert  Walpole.  I  have  heard  the  sEune  name 
applied  to  a  member  of  this  House  for  his 
opposition  to  measures  of  this  kind;  and 
that  honourable  gentleman  might  very  well 
be  proud  of  the  term.  I  should  hope  that, 
if  this  measure  is  passed  —  as  it  will  now  be 
passed — it  will  be  followed  by  taking  off  one 
Minister  from  the  Treasury  benches.  We  are 
now  taking  away  from  the  Government  a  large 
amount  of  work  that  used  to  fall  upon  one  Minis- 
ter's shoulders,  and  I  should  hope  their  zeal  for 
retrenchment  will  induce  them  at  once  to  dis- 
pense with  the  services  of  one  Minister.  That 
seems  to  be  the  natural  corollary  to  the  pass- 
ing of  this  Bill,  if  they  aro  to  respond  to 
the  cry  for  retrenchment  that  has  been  raised. 
I  have  referred  to  the  demand  that  prevails 
throughout  the  colony  for  the  introduction  of 
a  great  measure  this  session  ;  and  I  venture 
to  say  once  more  that  this  Parliament  will  not 
be  doing  its  duty — I  am  entitled  to  hold  that 
opinion  as  a  member — if  we  prorogue  without 
some  certainty  that  that  measure  will  be 
brought  down  at  the  earliest  date.  The  session 
has  not  lasted  ten  weeks  yet,  and  the  first 
four  were  taken  for  the  formation  of  a  new 
Government  and  to  allow  that  Government  time 
to  prepare  a  policy.  Six  weeks  is  all  the  time 
we  have  devoted  to  work,  and  in  those  six  w^eeks 
we  have  passed  Bills  far-reaching  in  their 
character,  and  more  important  than  we  have 
ever  passed  before — measures  which,  I  firmly 
believe,  will  work  for  ill.  We  have  dealt  with 
those  important  Bills  with  a  haste  and  in  a 
manner  that  have  never  been  witnessed  in  this 
House  before.  In  six  weeks  we  have  disposed 
of  measures  which  should  have  taken  three  or 
four  months  to  be  properly  dealt  with.  I  would 
like  to  repeat  to  the  Premier  that  it  is  not 
even  yet  too  late  to  deal  with  the  tariff  this 
session. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— The  question  of  the  tariff 
is  outside  the  passing  of  this  Bill  relating  to 
the  railways,  and  it  is  my  duty  to  confine  the 
debate  to  the  measure  under  consideration. 

Mr.  MOSS. — Sir,  there  are  certain  measures 
for  tlie  relief  of  the  people  which  I  consider 
should  be  passed  this  session.  It  would  be 
very  easy  for  us  to  adjourn  this  meeting  of 
Parliament  till  April  next,  instead  of  beginning 
a  new  session  then.  At  our  meeting  in  April 
we  could  at  once  take  up  work  left  tindone 
now  at  the  stage  at  which  wo  leave  it.  By 
that  course  we  should  have  no  Financial  State- 
ment, no  Address  in  Reply — we  could  go  straight 
to  work,  and  take  up  different  itema  of  busines 
exactly  where  we  left  them. 
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An  Hon.  Meubeb. — What  about  the  hono- 
xaiimn? 

Mr.  MOSS.— Tliat  would  not  bo  affected  in 
the  slightest  degree  one  way  or  the  other.  The 
April  session  would  be  only  a  continuation  of 
tiie  present  session.  The  Appropriation  Act 
need  not  be  passed  till  then :  we  could  mean- 
time pass  an  Imprest  Supply  Bill  to  carry  on 
with  till  then.  We  could  also  then  take  into 
reconsideration  this  Kailway  Bill.  It  would 
not  in  that  case  be  put  into  operation  until  the 
people  of  the  country  have  expressed  their 
matured  opinions  on  it,  until  honourable  mem- 
bers have  had  also  an  opportunity  of  again 
discussing  the  subject  with  their  constituents, 
about  whose  opinions  many  of  them  ore  now 
talking  so  freely.  When  the  adjourned  session 
ended  the  House  could  be  prorogued  for  a 
couple  of  days  and  begin  the  new  session  of 
1888-89  without  delay  or  difiSouUy.  I  think 
those  honourable  members  would  come  back 
from  the  fresh  breeze  of  public  opinion  with 
new  ideas,  and,  probably,  with  a  greater  respect 
for  the  opinions  of  those  outside  than  they  are 
apt  to  be  actuated  by  after  too  long  a  residence 
in 'Wellington.  I  entertain  a  very  strong  ob- 
jection to  the  Bill,  and  a  still  stronger  objec- 
tion to  the  way  in  which  it  has  been  passed. 
I  have  voted  against  it  at  every  stage,  and 
I  shall  vote  against  it  now, 

Mr.  FERGUS.— We  have  just  had  one  of 
the  usual  diatribes  from  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Pomell,  delivered  in  the  same  old  dole- 
ful strain  —  the  samo  strain  in  which  he  has 
delivered  every  speech  he  has  made  this  session. 
The  first  and  the  only  article  in  his  creed  of 
the  politics  of  the  country  seems  to  be  that  of 
Protection  versus  Free-trade,  as  to  which  the 
House  has  decisively  settled  that  it  shall  bo  left 
over  till  another  session  to  be  dealt  with. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.  — The  honourable  member 
must  not  refer  to  the  tariff  as  it  may  be  affected 
by  the  system  of  Protection  or  of  Freetrade,  in 
speaking  on  the  Bailways  Bill. 

Mr.  FERGUS.— I  will  not,  Sir,  if  not  in  order. 
Then,  the  honourable  gentleman  says  this  pro- 
posed Board  will  be  an  irresponsible  Board.  It 
IS  as  much  a  responsible  Board  as  the  members 
of  this  House  are  responsible  to  their  constitu- 
ents. Supposing  this  Board  does  not  manage 
the  railways  satisfactorily,  it  is  open  to  Parlia- 
ment to  at  once  resume  control,  and  have  them 
again  managed  as  they  are  now.  Notwith- 
standing all  that  has  fallen  from  the  honour- 
able member  for  Kumara  as  to  the  working  of 
the  non-political  Board  in  Victoria,  it  must  be 
admitted  that  there  has  not  been  the  slightest 
attempt  there  to  again  put  the  railways  under 
political  control.  This  House  has  affirmed 
that  there  shall  be  non-political  control  of  our 
railways  by  a  majority  of  56  to  18 — a  most  sub- 
stantial, abaoluto,  and  overwhelming  majority. 
Kot  one  single  argument  has  been  adduced  by 
honourable  gentlemen  opposed  to  the  Bill  as  to 
■why  it  should  not  bo  given  effect  to.  The  ques- 
tion has  been  before  the  constituents  for  several 
years,  it  has  been  a  burning  question  in  many 
of  the  constituencies,  and  we  find  honourable 
gentlemen  on  both  sides  of  the  House   get- 


ting up  and  saying  they  are  pledged  to  have 
an  alteration  in  this  direction  in  the  manage- 
ment of  our  railways.  Even  the  late  Minister 
for  Public  Works  told  us  that  he  absolutely 
drafted  a  measure  which,  he  said,  was  nearly 
on  the  same  lines  as  this,  and  that  it  Was  only 
because  of  differences  in  the  Cabinet  of  which 
he  was  a  member  that  it  was  not  brought 
forward.  We  know  very  well  that,  just  after 
that  honourable  gentleman  assumed  ofSce  in 
1884,  he  expressed  in  his  Public  Works  State- 
ment very  grave  dissatisfaction  with  the  man- 
ner in  which  the  railways  had  been  for  some 
years  managed,  and  he  said  that  some  such 
change  as  that  now  proposed  was  absolutely 
needed  in  order  to  bring  them  into  satisfactory 
working  again.  He  recognised  that  the  evils  we 
were  then  suffering  from  were  growing  ones, 
and  that  they  would  increase  to  such  an  extent 
as  would  moke  it  absolutely  imperative  to 
remove  our  railways  from  political  control  al- 
together. The  honourable  member  for  Kumara 
ha^  told  us  that  he  has  received  from  some 
person  in  Victoria  communications  which  say 
the  Board  there  is  going  down  in  favour.  Will 
the  honourable  gentleman  kindly  give  us  the 
name  of  the  party  he  got  that  information 
from — some  data  to  go  on  ?  The  last  report  of 
the  Board  seems  to  show  that  it  is  gomg  on 
from  triumph  to  triumph. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— The  late  Minister  for  Public 
Works  said  last  night  that  the  Board  there  was 
going  back. 

Mr.  FEBQUS.— I  should  be  very  glad  if  the 
honourable  gentleman  would  do  bo  now.  I  will 
wait  for  him  to  do  so. 

Mr.  E.  RICHARDSON.  — The  honourable 
member  had  better  moke  his  own  speech.  I 
can  speak  for  myself  another  time. 

Mr.  FERGUS.— I  was  giving  the  honourable 
gentleman  an  opportunity  of  corroborating  the 
remark  of  the  honourable  member  for  Kumara. 

Mr.  E.  RICHARDSON.— 1  stated  last  night, 
when  the  honourable  member  spoke  on  this 
subject,  that  it  was  exceedingly  unfair  to  deal 
with  comparisons  of  this  sort  in  an  offhand, 
slipshod  way,  as  he  was  doing  himself ;  and 
that,  if  he  wanted  to  compare  the  results  of 
the  working  of  the  Victorian  railways  with  our 
own,  it  must  be  in  a  different  way  from  that 
in  which  he  was  doing  it.  He  was  again  mis- 
quoting figures,  as  he  did  last  night,  from  a 
return  which  he  held  in  his  hand,  which  he  did 
not  understand,  and  which  he  had  aaked  me  to 
explain. 

Mr.  FERGUS.— The  honourable  gentleman 
is  inaccurate  again.  The  figures  I  quoted  are 
correct,  and  from  the  Victorian  report.  Why 
does  the  honourable  gentleman  insist  on  mis- 
representation 7  He  has  not  dealt  with  the 
point  at  all.  The  honourable  member  for 
Kumara'  said  that  the  honourable  member  for 
Kaiapoi  hod  stated  the  Victorian  system  was 
going  back.  It  is  either  true  or  not  that  it  is 
going  back.  Is  the  honourable  gentleman  pre- 
pared to  say  that  the  Victorian  system  is  falling 
off  in  public  favour  or  not  7 

Mr.  R.  H.  J.  REEVES.— Yes;  in  public 
favour. 
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Mr.  FEKGUS.— No ;  it  is  not  so.  The  tiain- 
inileags  has  fallen  from  2s.  9d.  to  2s.  6d. 
But  that  is  accounted  for,  as  the  last  report 
says,  because  the  rates  have  been  reduced  to 
an  amount  of  a  quarter  of  a  million,  and  130 
miles  of  political  lines  have  been  made.  In 
1884  it  was  2s.  9d. ;  in  1885,  2s.  7d. ;  and  last 
year,  2s.  6d.  But  the  net  returns  of  the  rail- 
ways give  S°60  per  cent,  on  their  cost.  These 
are  absolute  facts,  and  I  utterly  deny  that  any 
public  man  in  Victoria  who  knows  anything 
about  the  management  of  the  railways  has 
said  that  the  j)resent  system  of  management 
is  going  back  m  public  favour  or  in  success  in 
any  shape  or  form.  The  very  contrary  is  the 
case ;  and  the  last  report  on  the  Victorian  rail- 
ways, which  has  been  referred  to  several  times 
in  discussing  this  Bill,  proves  that  conclusively. 
The  honourable  member  for  Christchurch  North 
said  the  Government  had  last  night  intimated 
their  intention  of  accepting  no  amendments. 
Why,  Sir,  the  Government  were  quite  prepared 
to  accept  any  reasonable  amendments  that 
might  be  proposed.  The  honourable  member 
for  Christchurch  North  and  the  honourable 
member  for  Kaiapoi  knew  quite  well  that  the 
House  was  in  favour  of  the  Bill  being  passed  ; 
and  they  knew  quite  well  that  some  hours  had 
'been  wasted  on  the  Land  Bill  before  this  Bill 
.was  got  to.  The  honourable  member  for 
Christchurch  North  was  not  here  when  the 
clanse  providing  for  the  appointment  of  Com- 
missioners, the  crucial  point  in  the  Bill,  was 
passed;  and,  as  soon  as  that  clause  was  passed, 
the  honourable  member  for  Kaiapoi  and  other 
leading  members  of  the  Opposition  left  the 
House  —  they  left  the  Government  to  carry 
through  the  rest  q|  the  Bill,  the  purely  ad- 
ministrative clauses  of  the  measure. 

Mr.  E.  BICHABDSON.  — That  is  a  direct 
misstatement. 

Mr.  FEBGUS.— The  honourable  gentleman 
will  have  an  opportunity  of  showing  that  by- 
and-by.  The  only  members  of  the  recognised 
Opposition  who  remained  were  the  honourable 
member  for  Sydenham  and  the  honourable 
member  for  Nelson,  and  these  two  honourable 
gentlemen  proposed,  and,  I  think,  successfully, 
certain  amendments,  but  merely  in  the  ad- 
ministrative clauses.  It  appears  to  me  that  if 
the  honourable  member  for  Christchurch  North 
and  the  honourable  member  for  Kaiapoi  were 
.opposed  to  the  measure  they  should  have 
opposed  it  on  its  second  reading,  and  that  they 
should  not  at  this  its  last  stage  bring  up  a 
useless  division  on  the  (question,  especially  when 
we  have  another  question  waiting  to  come  on 
for  consideration,  involving  the  whole  subject 
of  the  public  works  of  the  colony.  It  seems  to 
me  rather  late  for  the  honourable  member  for 
Kumara  to  evolve  from  his  inner  consciousness 
supposed  facts  to  damn  the  measure.  Is  he 
not  yet  convinced  that  the  House  is  in  favour 
of  the  measure?  Has  not  the  last  division 
shown  him  that  there  is  an  overwhelming  three- 
to-one  majority  of  the  House  determined  that 
,  the  measure  shall  pass  ?  The  Government  are 
quite  prepared  to  stand  by  the  measure  as  it  is, 
And  to  see  that  the  new  system  shall  have  a 


fair  and  reasonable  trial ;  and,  if  it  should  be 
found  to  be  unable  to  meet  the  wants  of  the 
colony,  then  it  will  be  within  the  power  of  tha 
House  to  sweep  away  the  Board  entirely.  I 
hope  that  there  will  not  be  much  more  dis- 
cussion on  this  measure,  seeing  that  it  has 
now  reached  a  stage  when  further  opposition 
cannot  be  of  any  avail. 

Mr.  W.  P.  REEVES.— I  desire  to  protest  in 
the  most  earnest  manner  against  the  organized 
obstruction  that  is  coming  from  the  Govern- 
ment benches.  Sir,  we  have  to-night  a  repeti- 
tion of  the  old  story.  Whenever  the  Opposition 
come  down  here  prepared  to  expedite  business 
^letermined  to  devote  themselves  to  express- 
ing, in  the  mildest  and  shortest  of  terms,  theiz 
objections  to  a  measure  passing — wo  find 
Ministers  getting  up  and  making  these  irre- 
levant, interminable,  and  senseless  speeches. 
Here,  to-night,  we  find  the  members  of  the 
Opposition  marking  a  few  brief  businesslike 
protests  against  the  passing  of  the  third  read- 
ing of  the  Bill,  and  the  Minister  of  Defence 
and  Justice  scattering  all  hopes  of  getting  busi- 
ness put  through  by  making  a  speech  calcu- 
lated to  raise  all  sorts  of  opposition.  The 
Opposition  can  put  up  with  a  good  deal,  bat  if 
things  go  on  in  this  way  we  shall  have  to  make 
a  stiuid,  and  insist  on  the  business  of  the  coun- 
try being  attended  to. 

Mr.  T.  THOMPSON.— I  desire  to  say  a  few 
more  words  upon  this  Bill,  not  with  any  desire 
to  obstruct  business  or  to  delay  the  passage  of 
the  Bill,  but  because  I  feel  a  sense  of  dis- 
appointment at  the  fate  of  the  amendment  I 
moved  a  short  time  ago;  the  more  so  as  I 
moved  that  amendment,  amongst  other  reasons, 
to  give  certain  honourable  gentlemen  who  I 
knew  were  in  favour  of  giving  Vaile's  system  a 
trial  a  chance  of  giving  effect  to  their  views  by 
their  votes.  But  I  have  been  disappointed  with 
them.  It  is  true  that  some  of  them  went  into 
the  lobby  vrith  me ;  but  others  did  not,  and 
my  amendment  nearly  lapsed  for  want  of  a 
seconder,  and  would  have  lapsed  had  it  not 
been  for  the  honourable  member  for  Nelson. 
I  find  I  am  wrong  :  the  honourable  member  for 
Waipa,  I  understand,  seconded  the  amend- 
ment. Several  of  those  honourable  members  to 
whom  I  refer  expressed  themselves  as  desirous 
of  giving  Mr.  Vaile's  scheme  a  trial,  and  I  shall 
now  proceed  to  read  to  the  House  reports  of 
what  they  said  during  their  election  cam- 
paigns. I  must  begin  with  the  Minister  for 
Public  Worlds,  whom  I  was  sorry  to  see  going 
into  the  opposite  lobby.  He  said  at  bis  meet- 
ing at  Mount  Eden,  on  the  2Sth  July,  "  I  am 
not  absolutely  in  favour  of  Mr.  Vaile's  system, 
but  would  agree  in  giving  it  a  trial,  but  not 
throughout  the  colony."  Having  in  view  that 
statement,  I  did  expect  assistance  from  the 
honourable  gentleman. 

Mr.  KEBR. — I  rise  to  a  point  of  order.  The 
honourable  gentleman  is  referring  to  a  previous 
debate. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.  —  I  understand  that  the 
honourable  gentleman  is  referring  to  some- 
thing that  was  said  on  the  hustings  before  the 
meeting  of  Parliament,  which,  of  course,  is  alto- 
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gether  outside  the  rule  that  prohibits  reference 
to  previous  debates  in  the  House  this  session. 

Mr.  T.  THOMPSON.— That  is  so,  Sir.  I  am 
quoting  from  election  speeches  of  the  honour- 
able gentlemen  to  whom  I  am  referring.  Then, 
this  is  what  the  honourable  member  for  Wai- 
kato  said  at  a  meeting  at  Hamilton  on  the 
26th  July  :— 

"  As  regards  the  management  of  onr  rail- 
ways, he  should  say  he  hayd  done  good  service 
to  Mr.  Vaile's  system ;  that  he  had  not  only  not 
actively  opposed  it,  but  hod  got  all  that  was 
asked — namely,  a  Committee  of  inquiry ;  and, 
as  a  member  of  that  Committee,  he  had  in 
1886  voted  in  favour  of  the  scheme  on  every 
occasion." 
And  further,  in  reply  to  a  question,  he  said, — 
"  If  it  is  proposed  to  risk  a  largo  sum  in 
trying  Vaile's  scheme,  I  would  not  vote  at  all. 
I  would  not  do  so  against  the  wish  of  so  large  a 
section  of  my  supporters." 

Therefore  I  expected  the  honourable  gentle- 
man to  get  up  and  advocato  the  scheme.  The 
honourable  member  for  Waipa  said  at  his 
meeting  at  Hamilton  on  the  2ith  August, 
"  that  he  had  already  pledged  himself  to  ^vo- 
oate  and  support  Vaile's  scheme."  Now,  Sir, 
did  he  do  so?  He  did  not;  he  simply  voted 
in  favour  of  the  amendment.  The  honourable 
member  for  Auckland  Central  was  also  a  sup- 
porter of  the  scheme  then.  He  said  at  the 
theatre,  Auckland,  on  the  8th  July, — 

"  What  he  had  to  say  about  Mr.  Vaile's 
scheme  was  this:  Mr.  Vail e  was  a  gentleman 
who  had  filled  him  with  admiration  for  the 
determination  and  resolution  with  which  he 
had  followed  out  his  plan.  He  had  displayed 
great  courage  in  making  the  proposals  he  had 
made  in  his  scheme  ;  and  he  felt  that  he  could 
not  think  too  highly  of  Mr.  Vaile,  who,  in  the 
face  of  insult,  prejudice,  and  opposition,  had 
followed  on  in  the  track  of  duty ;  and  for  his 
(Sir  G.  Grey's)  own  part  he  would  stand  by 
nim  (Mr.  Vaile)  as  long  as  he  followed  it." 

Now,  Sir,  there  are  other  honourable  gentle- 
men to  whom  I  could  allude  who  also  ex- 
pressed themselves  in  favour  of  giving  this 
system  a  trial ;  but  I  will  not  trespass  longer 
on  the  time  of  the  House.  I  have  pointed  out 
what  those  honourable  gentlemen  had  to  say 
at  that  time,  and  I  certainly  do,  contrasting 
their  action  to-night  with  what  they  then  said, 
feel  somewhat  disappointed  at  not  receiving 
more  active  assistance  from  them.  I  feel  it 
so  keenly  that  I  have  voted  against  the  third 
reading,  and  deem  it  my  duty  to  oppose  the 
Bill  passing. 

Mr.  E.  BICHAEDSON.— The  Minister  of 
Justice  is  very  fond  of  getting  up  and  talking 
loudly,  and  scattering  charges  in  all  directions. 
I  am  not  in  the  habit  of  noticing  anything  of  that 
sort,  unless  references  are  made  that  directly 
apply  to  myself;  and,  in  this  cose,  he  com- 
menced his  oration  by  charging  my  honourable 
friend  the  member  for  Christchurch  North  and 
myself  with  getting  up  and  leaving  the  House 
when  this  Bill  was  on.  He  had  the  decency 
to  withdraw,  if  not  to  apologize  for,  the  re- 
marks so  far  as  they  applied  to  the  honourable 


member  for  Christchurch  North,  but  he  did  not 
withdraw  them  as  regarded  myself,  and  he  re- 
fused to  give  way  to  allow  me  to  explain.  Aa 
a  matter  of  fact  it  was  exactly  twenty  minutes 
past  four  o'clock  in  the  morning  when  I  left 
this  House,  and  I  explained  to  the  Minister  in 
charge  of  the  Bill  that  I  should  have  been  glad 
to  stop  to  the  end,  only  that  I  was  so  unwell. 
I  think  the  remarks  of  the  Minister  of  Justice 
were  not  particularly  generous ;  and  that,  at 
8bny  rate,  he  might  have  given  way  for  a 
moment  to  enable  me  to  explain.  The  only 
other  thing  that  I  wish  to  say  is  that  he  was 
mistaken  in  regard  to  the  Victorian  railways. 
I  told  him  last  night  that  he  had  misquoted 
the  Victorian  report,  and  he  came  over  to  me, 
and  I  showed  him  where  he  was  wrong.  He 
has  misquoted  it  again  this  evening  ;  and  now 
I  will  read  a  paragraph  for  the  information  of 
the  House.  This  is  the  last  psuragraph  in  the 
main  report  of  the  Commissioners  before  they 
go  into  details : — 

"The  earnings  per  train-mile  amounted  to 
6s.  IJd.  and  the  expenditure  to  Ss.  7d.,  or  not 
2s.  6J^d. ;  as  against  earnings  last  year  of  6s.  5d., 
and  expenditure  Ss.  7^.,  net  2s.  9Jd." 

Which  gives  a  difierence  of  3^.  per  train- 
mile — exactly  the  reverse  of  what  the  honour- 
able gentleman  said. 
Mr.  FERGUS.— No ;  exactly  what  I  stated. 
Mr.  E.  RICHARDSON.— No;  the  honour- 
able member  said  they  were  still  improving, 
whereas  they  were  actually  going  to  the  bad  to 
the  extent  of  Sj^.  per  train-mile ;  and,  seeing 
that  the  train-mileage  amounts  to  some  millions 
of  miles,  it  comes  to  a  large  amount.  I  may  as 
well  read  the  rest  of  the  paragraph : — 

"  The  additional  mileage  run,  and  the  reduc- 
tion made  in  rates  and  fares,  fully  account  for 
the  difference  in  the  net  result." 
Mr.  FERGUS.— Hear,  hear. 
Mr.  E.  RICHARDSON.  — The  honourable 
gentleman  says  "  Hear,  hear,"  after  committing 
a  very  gross  blander. 

Mr.  FERGUS.— I  said  distinctly— and  the 
House  will  bear  me  out  in  this,  and  I  have  the 
Blue  Books  here  too— in  March,  1884,  the  return 
per  train-mile  was  2a.  6d. ;  in  1885,  2s.  7d. ;  in 
1886, 2s.  9d. ;  and  last  year,  2s.  6d.  I  distinctly 
said  that  the  reason  why  the  train-mileage 
return  showed  a  less  amount  was  that  there 
were  130  more  miles  of  political  railways  open 
this  year  than:  there  were  before,  and  that  the 
rates  had  been  reduced  to  the  tone  of  a  quetrter 
of  a  million  sterling. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— As  a  matter  of  personal  ex- 
planation, I  should  like  to  say  that  I  made  the 
statement  that  last  year  the  railways  went 
back ;  the  Minister  of  Justice  said  I  was  vnrong, 
that  they  were  never  better  than  they  were  last 
year,  while  the  contrary  is  proved  in  that  state- 
ment. 

Mr.  DUNCAN. — 1  have  only  a  few  words  to 
say  before  the  Bill  is  finally  passed.  I  did 
not  vote  in  the  last  division,  because  I  had 
paired  vnth  an  honourable  gentleman  who  is. 
away ;  but  I  am  against  the  Bill,  and  I  wish  to 
say  this:  The  comparison  made  between  the 
railway  systems  of  Victoria  and  New  South 
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Wales  and  those  of  New  Zealand  arc  totally  mis- 
leading, as  both  these  countiies  have  a  common 
centre  and  one  piincipal  town  that  they  con- 
yerge  to,  while  New  Zealand  has  four  princi- 
pal towns  and  four  centres  equally  im^iortant. 
The  railways  in  New  Zealand  aj;e  quite  dif- 
ferent ;  and  the  Board  that  is  to  bo  appointed, 
if  matters  go  so  far  as  that,  will  find  that  it 
will  have  a  great  difficulty  to  contend  with 
which  they  have  not  in  Victoria.  In  Victoria 
they  have  one  centre  for  the  railways,  all  the 
lines  converging  in  one  direction.  Here  we 
have  four  centres — more  than  that,  five  or  six 
— with  each  line  carrying  a  different  class  of 
goods,  and  having  altogether  a  different  class  of 
trafiic.  Kow,  much  of  the  complaint  that  has 
been  raised  against  the  Government  for  not 
being  able  to  make  the  railways  pay  has  been 
owing  to  the  Government  not  having  a  free 
hand,  or  the  station-managers  not  having  a  free 
hand,  to  make  arrangements  for  large  quanti- 
ties of  haulage.  Now,  this  Board  will  be  in 
a  position  to  go  into  these  arrangements,  so 
that  they  can  agree  to  carry  large  quantities 
at  low  rates ;  and,  as  they  will  be  expected  to 
make  the  lines  pay,  they  will,  to  get  traffic, 
carry  large  quantities  at  low  rates.  Who 
will  then  suffer  ?  It  will  be  the  people  who 
have  small  quantities,  who  want  their  goods 
carried  short  distance.^,  who  will  have  to  pay 
heavily  to  make  up  the  difference  required, 
ovring  to  the  large  quantities  being  carried  at 
lower  rates.  That,  I  believe,  will  be  the 
working  of  the  thing,  and  I  have  no  doubt 
that  there  will  be  a  greater  howl  from  one 
end  of  the  colony  to  the  other  than  we 
have  heard  hitherto.  If  revenue  has  to  be 
increased,  there  is  no  way  in  which  it  con 
be  done  except  by  taking  advantage  of  those 
persons  who  have  small  lots  to  send,  and  I 
believe  that  in  twelve  months'  time  there  will 
be  more  annoyance,  and  more  cause  for  just 
complaint,  than  there  has  been  previously,  be- 
cause when  the  Boards  go  into  this  matter  they 
will  do  what  I  have  said.  There  is  no  other 
way  that  they  can  do  it  but  by  putting  on 
theso  extra  charges  for  small  quantities,  and 
reducing  the  charges  for  large  quantities.  I 
certainty  have  been  opposed  to  this  Bill  from 
the  very  first,  because  I  am  quite  sure  that 
any  ordinary  Minister  for  Public  Works  could 
manage  these  railways  as  well  as  any  Board, 
and  a  good  deal  better,  for  he  has  the  assist- 
ance of  this  House.  And  I  would  go  further, 
and  Bay  that  the  recommendations  from  this 
House  to  the  Minister  of  Bailways  have  always 
been  in  the  direction  of  improvement,  and  not  in 
the  direction  of  making  them  any  worse.  Well, 
the  Board,  of  course,  are  not  to  be  expected  to 
have  that  advice,  for  it  will  not  be  competent 
for  any  member  of  the  House  to  interfere  with 
the  Board  for  the  term  of  their  engagement. 
To  my  mind,  we  ore  simply  making  roads  for 
people  to  get  into  employment  at  large  salaries 
to  carry  on  the  work  for  a  short  time,  and  we 
shall  be  disgusted  with  it  in  two  years,  and 
very  glad  to  get  out  of  it  again,  and,  perhaps, 
shall  have  to  pay  large  sums  as  compensation 
at  the  end  of  that  time  to  get  quit  of  these 
Mr.  Duncan 


appointments.  I  will  not  say  more  at  this 
stage,  because  anything  one  might  say  now 
would  be  merely  a  waste  of  time.  I  have  only 
to  protest  against  the  Bill,  from  first  to  last,  as 
uncalled-for,  unnecessary,  and  one  that  is 
never  likely  to  work  satisfactorily. 

Mr.  MILLS.  —  The  last  speaker  let  drop 
something  about  making  the  railways  pay  by 
competing  with  the  steamers.  That  has  brought 
me  to  my  feet.  I  have  simply  to  say  that  I 
have  voted  every  time  in  favour  of  the  fomuk- 
tion  of  these  Bailway  Boards,  because  I  think 
they  cannot  fail  to  effect  very  great  and  impor- 
tant results.  I  think  that  the  railways  under 
the  management  of  a  non-political  Board  wilt 
produce  better  results,  without  raising  the  rates 
improperly,  and  without  any  material  reduction 
in  the  wages  of  the  working-men,  as  feared  by 
the  honourable  member  for  Kumara.  I  feel 
sure  there  are  many  other  directions  than  these 
in  which  the  railways  could  be  made  to  pay,  if 
they  were  removed  from  political  control.  Now, 
I  can  say  that,  as  far  as  my  judgment  goes,  I 
should  have  no  hesitation  in  giving  the  colony 
4  per  cent,  on  the  money  invested  in  railways 
and  taking  the  management  of  them,  and  that 
that  would  leave  a  very  considerable  profit  to 
myself.  I  think  there  is  very  little  doubt  that 
the  railways,  in  charge  of  a  non-political  Board, 
would  yield  that  result,  and  that  they  would  do 
it,  as  I  say,  without  any  such  increase  in  the 
rates  as  is  feared  by  honourable  members. 
There  is  one  other  thing  I  should  like  to  say, 
and  that  is  that  I  very  much  regret  to  hear 
from  so  many  parts  of  the  House  this  wholesale 
condemnation  of  the  present  General  Msinager 
of  Bailways — Mr.  Maxwell.  I  agree  with  what 
has  fallen  from  the  late  Minister  for  Public 
Works  and  the  present  Minister  for  Public 
Works,  that  in  Mr.  Maxwell  the  colony  has  a 
first-class  and  very  efficient  officer.  As  an 
administrative  officer  I  think  Mr.  Maxwell  has 
very  few  equals ;  but  there  is  no  doubt  his- 
manner  is  very  much  against  him,  and  has 
alienated  public  sjTnpathy  from  him.  I  should 
regret  if  I  thought  there  was  reason  to  fear 
that  the  Government  would  place  Mr.  Maxwell 
in  the  position  of  Chief  Commissioner;  but  I 
certainly  hope  that  they  will  see  their  way  to 
place  him  as  one  of  the  throe. 

Major  JACKSON. — The  honourable  member 
for  Auckland  North  was  pleased  to  honour  me 
with  his  attention  when  he  addressed  the 
House  re  "  Vaile's  scheme ;"  and  I  gathered 
from  his  remarks  that  he  considered  he  had  not 
received  that  support  from  myself  and  other 
members  he  had  hoped  would  be  accorded 
to  him;  and  in  reference  to  which  I  may 
say  that,  knowing  the  honourable  gentleman 
had  given  notice  he  would  move  to  have  a 
clause  inserted  in  the  Bailway  Bill  providing  for 
Mr.  Vaile's  scheme  being  given  a  fair  trial  on 
the  Auckland  railway  sections,  I  wired  to  Hr. 
Vaile  Eus  follows :  "  Bailway  Bill  committed. 
We  propose  Inserting  clause  insuring  your 
scheme  having  fair  trial.  Write  promptly, 
enabling  me  defend  scheme  in  Committee' 
regarding  transit  goods.  Think  understand  re- 
garding passengers."    In  view  of  acting  in  con- 
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osrt  with  the  honooiable  gentleman  I  showed 
him  a  copy  of  this  telegram,  with  a  result  quite 
contrary  to  my  anticipations :  not  only  did  he 
deprecate  any  assistance  from  me,  but  he  bit- 
terly complained  of  my  telegraphing  to  Mr. 
Vaile  at  all,  saying  I  had  "  jumped  his  claim," 
and  come  between  him  and  his  constitnents 
for  the  purpose  of  putting  myself  right  with 
the  electors  of  Waipa  at  bis  expense.  And  I 
gathered  from  him  that  he  would  rather  I  did 
not  support  a  trial  of  Yaile's  scheme  at  all,  and 
that  his  principal  object  was  to  curry  favour 
yrith  his  constituents,  who  had  unmistakably 
expressed  themselves  as  being  anxious  that 
Mr.  Yaile's  scheme  should  bo  adopted.  I  saw 
several  of  the  Auckland  members,  and,  in  order 
to  heal  the  honourable  member's  wounded  feel- 
ings, I  sent  a  second  telegram  to  Mr.  Vailc, 
which  was  shown  to  that  gentleman  and  ap- 
proved of  before  being  despatched,  and  was  as 
follows :  "  lie  my  lost  telegram,  reply  promptly. 
Bequired  information  to  enable  me  support 
Thompson,  who  had  given  notice  of  proposed 
clause,  and  takes  charge  in  Committee."  In 
due  course  Mr.  Yaile's  answer  to  the  telegram 
arrived,  which  I  gave  to  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Auckland  Korth  for  his  information, 
who  subsequently  returned  the  same  to  me: 
that  is,  he  placed  it  in  my  pigeon-hole,  where 
I  found  it  according  to  arrangement.  Bearing 
in  mind  the  old  adage,  "  Too  many  cooks  spoil 
the  broth,"  I  determined  to  leave  the  matter  in 
the  honourable  member's  hands,  supporting 
him  with  my  vote,  and  canvassing  honourable 
members  in  favour  of  tlio  scheme — with,  I  must 
confess,  very  little  success ;  and,  whatever  may 
be  the  opinion  of  the  country  generally,  cer- 
tainly a  majority  of  the  members  of  this  House 
are  not  in  favour  of  the  scheme  being  tried.  I 
do  not  know  that  it  is  necessary  I  should  take 
action  in  this  House  with  the  solo  object  of 
strengthening  my  position  in  Waipa,  and, 
should  the  honourable  member  for  Auckland 
North  consider  it  desirable  from  his  point  of 
view  to  do  so,  I  am  sorry  if  I  have  in  any  way 
interfered  with  his  plans ;  but  I  will  say,  with- 
out fear  of  contradiction,  tbat  I  am  as  anxious 
as  the  honourable  gentleman  himself  that  Mr. 
Yaile's  scheme  should  have  a  fair  trial  under 
the  supervision  of  those  who  will  honestly  en- 
deavour to  make  it  a  success.  This  is  not  the 
first  time  I  have  said  so  in  this  House ;  and,  so 
long  as  this  eventuates,  I  do  not  care  who  gets 
the  credit,  merely  contenting  myself  with  giving 
what  assistance  I  con  towards  that  cud.  Now 
with  regard  to  the  Railway  Board.  One  of  the 
principal  objections  is  that  under  its  manage- 
ment wages  may  bo  reduced.  I  do  not  think 
there  is  any  weight  in  that  argument.  One 
honourable  gentleman  who  spoke  recently, 
the  honourable  member  for  Port  Chalmers,  is, 
I  believe,  the  manager  of  the  Union  Shipping 
Company.  Has  he  been  able  to  reduce  seamen's 
wages  below  the  average  wage  paid  those  em- 
ployed outside  that  company ;  or  do  honourable 
members  think  that  if  the  management  were  in 
the  future  under  Government  control  it  would 
give  better  results  than  at  present,  or  that  its 
shaies  would  be  more  sought  after  ?    Certainly 


not ;  and  when  the  railways  are  worked  under  a 
Board  the  employes  will  most  probably  follow 
in  the  steps  of  the  Seamen's  Union,  no  doubt 
receiving  wages  equal  to,  if  not  in  excess  of, 
those  received  by  others  undertaking  duties  of  a 
like  arduous  nature.  The  price  of  labour  will 
be  subject  to  the  law  of  supply  and  demand  :  if 
the  supply  is  greater  than  the  demand,  prices 
must  fall ;  on  the  contrary,  if  the  demand  is  in 
excess  of  the  supply,  prices  will  be  raised ;  and 
nothing  can  pernn' iiently  interfere  with  that 
law.  I  did  not  intend  to  speak  on  this  matte% 
and  should  not  have  done  so  but  for  the  remarks 
of  the  honourable  member  for  Auckland  North, 
and  will  now  merely  again  say,  in  conclusion, 
that  I  have  as  honestly  endeavoured  as  he  has 
to  have  Mr.  Yaile's  scheme  afforded  a  fair  trial. 
Mr.  FITZHERBEET.— I  did  not  intend  to 
say  anything  upon  this  subject,  and  should 
not  do  so  had  it  not  been  for  the  remarks 
of  the  honourable  member  for  Port  Chalmers. 
That  honourable  gentleman  told  us  that  if  he 
had  charge  of  the  railways  he  could  make 
them  pay  i  per  cent.  Now,  I  have  always 
been  of  opinion  that  we  should  get  rid  of  our 
railways — sell  them.  We  shall  never  do  any- 
thing with  them  unless  we  do  get  rid  of  them, 
and  I  should  be  only  too  glad  to  assist  the 
honourable  member  for  Port  Chalmers  by  giv- 
ing him  every  facility  to  get  these  railways.  If 
he  will  only  pay  8J  per  cent,  for  them,  he  will 
find  me  voting  io  give  him  them,  if  he  has  a 
syndicate  to  take  them  over.  There  is  no  doubt 
the  railways,  at  the  present  time,  are  mis- 
managed ;  and,  if  the  honourable  member  for 
Port  Chalmers  only  travelled  as  I  do,  and  have 
done  for  the  last  ten  years,  every  day  on  the 
railways,  he  would  see  how  they  are  mis- 
managed. I  am  not  going  into  a  number  of 
matters  with  regard  to  their  mismanagement, 
but  will  just  give  one  or  two  examples.  First 
of  all  I  will  take  the  question  of  return-tickets 
for  what  are  called  excursion- fares.  If  honour- 
able members  have  been  to  Masterton  they  will 
know  that  between  here  and  there  there  is  a  sta- 
tion called  the  Upper  Hutt.  During  the  holidays 
you  can  take  an  excursion-ticket  to  J!iIasterton; 
but,  if  a  person  at  the  Upper  Hutt  wishes  to  get 
an  excursion-ticket,  he  has  to  come  fourteen 
miles  to  Wellington,  and  by  so  doing  he  will 
save  9s.  on  the  transaction.  He  has  to  travel 
fourteen  miles  to  Wellington,  and  then  bock 
again  post  his  own  door — twenty-eight  miles  in 
all — and  then  he  will  pay  93.  less  than  if  he 
had  taken  the  ticket  at  the  Upper  Hutt.  If 
that  is  not  curious  management,  then  I  know 
nothing  about  the  management  of  any  affairs 
whatever.  Then,  there  is  another  matter  which 
struck  me  as  a  curious  thing.  I  remember  a 
lady  one  day  coming  from  the  Hutt  to  Pitone. 
She  was  taking  children  witli  her,  and  wished 
to  take  a  perambulator.  She  paid  6d.  for  her 
ovm  ticket,  and  the  perambulator  was  sent  as 
luggage  in  the  van,  and  was  charged  Is.  for. 
The  same  charges  were  made  returning,  so 
that,  whereas  the  return  fare  for  herself  was 
only  Is.,  she  had  to  pay  2s.  for  taking  the 
perambulator.  Then,  I  remember  a  person 
getting  a  ticket  at  the  Hutt  Station,  wishing  to 
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go  to  a  concert  at  Kaiwara,  \7hich,  ae  we  all 
know,  licR  some  distance  nearer  the  Hutt  than 
does  the  Wellington  Station.  What  was  the  re- 
sult ?  He  could  not  get  a  retam-tioket  to  Kai- 
wara,  but  had  to  take  a  return-ticket  to  Wel- 
lington, and,  by  doing  that,  he  made  the  jonrney 
Is.  cheaper  than  he  would  have  done  by  taking 
the  ordinary  fare  to  Kaiwara  and  back.  That 
ia  another  instance  of  the  curious  management 
on  these  railways.  Then,  we  will  go  into  a 
bigger  matter  thou  these.  There  was  a  woollen 
factory  started  at  Pitone.  It  was  required  that 
the  machinery  should  be  taken  from  Wellington 
to  that  factory,  and  it  was  found  that  the  drays 
could  take  the  machinery  more  cheaply  from 
Wellington  than  the  railway  could.  The  railway 
authorities,  Mr.  Maxwell  being  the  gentleman 
in  authority  at  that  time,  were  asked  what  they 
would  take  it  for,  and  tbo  owners  of  the  drays 
were  also  asked  ;  and  it  was  found  that  the 
machinery  could  be  taken  more  quickly  and 
cheaply  by  drays  than  by  tUo  railway,  although 
the  Hue  of  road  runs  alongiiide  the  railway  from 
here  to  Pitone.  I  may  point  out  another  mat- 
ter. A  railway  was  wanted  to  the  Hutt  Race- 
course. A  number  of  gentlemen  belonging  to 
the  Wellington  Racing  Club  wished  the  line  to 
be  conBtructo<1,  but  tliey  wore  unable  to  have 
it  constructed  aoconling  to  their  own  plans 
during  several  Administrations,  and  when  they 
asked  what  the  price  for  it  would  be  they 
were  told  £6,500.  That  was  what  Mr.  Maxwell 
said  would  be  its  cost.  When  the  honourable 
member  for  Kaiapoi  came  into  office  we  inter- 
viewed him,  and  he  allowed  us  to  construct  the 
railway  in  our  own  way.  Sir,  in  three  days 
our  engineers  had  token  all  the  levels  and 
arranged  everything  for  starting  tlie  lino  ;  and 
in  six  weeks  that  lino  was  completed,  and  was 
passed  by  the  Government  engineers  as  being 
equal  to  any  of  their  own  lines  ;  and  the  lino 
only  cost  us  £.3,100,  or  equal  to  £9  the  half- 
chain,  and  I  say  the  half-chain  because  I  wish 
to  point  out  what  the  Government  did.  The 
Government  allowed  us  to  construct  the  whole 
line,  except  the  connecting  half-chain,  and 
they  insisted  upon  doing  that  half-chain  them- 
selves. They  had  to  put  in  points,  which  cost 
£14,  so  I  will  not  take  them  into  the  calcula- 
tion, hut  we  supplied  the  rails ;  they  had  merely 
the  half-chain  of  formation  to  make.  Mr. 
Maxwell  was  at  the  head  of  affairs,  and  it  took 
three  engineers  six  weeks  to  peg' out  that  half- 
chain.  They  had  pegs  in  all  directions,  so  that 
I  do  not  believe  any  one  of  them  knew  which 
were  his  own  pegs.  Then  they  took  six  weeks 
to  construct  that  half-chain — that  is  to  say, 
it  took  them  as  long  to  construct  the  half- 
chain  as  it  took  us  to  construct  the  whole. 
And,  when  the  bill  came  ih,  would  you  believe 
it — I  am  speaking  facts,  and  the  records  can  be 
produced  to  verify  them — would  yon  believe  it, 
that  half -chain  cost  £130.1  The  hononrable 
member  for  Port  Chalmers,  probably,  rarely 
travels  in  a  train,  ond,  possibly,  has  hardly  ever 
seen  Mr.  Maxwell ;  but,  after  these  facts,  will 
he  tell  tis  that  that  gentleman  is  a  good 
manager  of  railways?  I  say  it  is  absolutely 
absurd  to  say  that  anything '  could  be  more 
Mr.  Fitiherbert 


mismanaged  than  the  railway-system  of  tfaia 
colony.  I  could  give  a  thousand  such  instances 
as  I  have  given  here — some  of  a  trifling  charac- 
ter and  some  of  more  grave  importance — bnt 
I  do  not  wish  to  weary  the  House.  I  merely 
rose  to  say  that  we  shall  be  very  glad  if  the 
honourable  member  for  Port  Chalmers  will  get 
a  syndicate  to  take  over  the  railways  and  give 
us  twenty  millions  for  them  ;  and,  whether  the 
syndicate  employs  Mr.  Maxwell  or  not,  we  sbsU 
be  very  glad  to  see  him  out  of  the  public 
service. 

Mr.  MONK.  —  There  is  one  more  incident 
which  I  should  like  to  odd  to  the  long  list 
given  by  the  honourable  member  for  the  Hutt. 
I  had  a  letter  from  a  gentleman  the  other  day 
complaining  of  the  railway  management ;  and, 
as  an  illustration  of  the  causes  of  dissatisfaction, 
he  said  that  he  could  send  two  tons  of  bonodnst 
from  Auckland  to  Oxford  for  lid.  less  than  the 
freight  charged  upon  one  ton. 

Mr.  LEVESTAM.— I  do  not  think  the  hononr- 
able member  for  the  Hutt  showed,  by  any  inci- 
dent he  quoted,  that  the  management  of  Ur. 
Maxwell  had  been  bad.  One  instance  he  gave 
was  that  the  Government  had  taken  as  long  to 
lay  down  half  a  chain  of  line  as  the  Hutt  Park 
Company  had  taken  to  lay  down  miles ;  but  the 
honourable  gentleman  did  not  say  how  many 
men  were  employed.  However,  what  I  wish  to 
say  is  this :  that  on  the  second  reading  of  the 
Bill  I  said  I  would  not  oppose  it,  as  there  was  so 
large  a  majority  in  favour  of  it,  but  that  when 
it  went  into  Committee  T  would  propose  certain 
amendments.  I  remained  here  the  whole  of 
lost  night  till  past  five  o'clock  this  morning, 
and  I  did  propose  some  amendments,  hut  I 
could  not  get  even  a  seconder  for  them.  One 
amendment  I  wished  to  propose  was  that  the 
power  of  lowering  the  wages  of  men  employed 
on  the  railways  should  not  rest  with  the  Com- 
missioners ;  but  I  could  not  get  a  seconder  for 
that  amendment.  Therefore  I  moved  for  the 
recommittal  of  the  Bill  just  now.  The  honour- 
able member  for  Auckland  North  said  that  I 
seconded  his  motion  for  recommittal ;  but  there 
he  is  entirely  mistaken,  for  I  certainly  would 
not  be  a  party  to  compelling  the  Commissioners 
to  make  a  trial  of  Vaile's  system  in  any  way. 
That  is  alt  I  wish  to  say.  I  tried  to  amend  the 
Bill,  and  have  offered  no  opposition  to  it,  be- 
cause I  believe  a  majority  of  the  people  of  the 
country,  as  well  as  of  this  House,  wish  the 
experiment  to  be  tried,  althougli  I  said  to  my 
constituents  that  I  was  not  in  favour  of  it. 

Mr.  R.  H.  J.  BEEVES.— I  wish  to  enter  my 
protest  against  this  Bill  passing.  Although  a 
majority  of  the  House  appears  to  be  in  f avoor 
of  it,  I  do  not  agree  with  the  lionouroble 
member  for  Nelson  that  a  majority  of  the 
people  want  it.  -  It  is  simply  a  "  ^  "  on  the 
port  ol  some  honourable  meotbers  that  the 
management  of  tiio  rajlways  should  he  taken 
from  the  Government  and  given  to  a  Board. 
That  Board  is  spoken  of  as  being  a  non-politi- 
cal Board ;  but  it  will  be  nothing  of  the  son ; 
and,  notwithstanding  what  the  Minister  .  of 
Justice  has  said  about  the  Board  in  Victoria 
being  non-political,  I  beg  to  aay  that  a.  great  - 
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deal  of  pressnre  is  brought  to  bear  on  the  Com- 
missioners there,  and  the  honourable  gentleman 
knows  it.  He  has  quoted  that  Board  as  being 
a  great  success.  It  is  a  fact  that  for  the  first 
year  or  so,  on  the  principle  of  the  old  adage 
that  "  new  brooms  sweep  clean,"  they  did  their 
work  well ;  but  we  have  it  on  record  that  more 
frequent  and  worse  accidents  have  happened 
on  the  Victorian  lines  since  they  have  been 
under  the  management  of  a  Boaid  than  ever 
occurred  before.  That  simply  arises  from  the 
fact  that  the  Commissioners  were  put  on  their 
mettle  to  work  the  railways  on  the  lowest 
possible  scale,  and  so  they  put  inexperienced 
men  and  boys  into  positions  which  ought  only 
to  have  been  occupied  by  good  men.  We  see 
the  result  in  the  frightful  accident  at  Windsor 
not  long  ago,  which  cost  that  colony  £100,000, 
besides  many  valuable  lives.  I  contend  that 
the  management  of  the  railways  should  be 
under  one  head,  and  that  head  a  Minister;  but 
he  should  attend  to  that  work  alone,  and  not 
have  a  variety  of  portfolios,  as  is  the  case 
here.  Our  Minister  for  Public  Works  is  also 
Native  Minister,  and  I  do  not  know  what  else 
besides,  and  it  is  impossible  for  him  to  attend 
to  all  the  work.  I  contend  also  that  outside 
ofiScers  of  the  department  are  bound  down  by 
too  much  "  red-tape,"  so  that  they  cannot 
move  hand  or  foot.  If  the  Minister  for  Public 
Works  had  been  more  liberal,  and  bad  given  the 
Stationmasters  and  other  officers  in  outlying 
places  discretionary  powers,  our  railways  would 
have  paid  far  better.  The  Stationmaster  at 
Nelson,  or  Picton,  or  elsewhere  cannot  move 
hand  or  foot  without  consulting  the  bead  ofilce ; 
and  then,  probably,  Mr.  Maxwell  is  away  in 
Auckland,  or  Dunedin,  or  somewhere  else,  and 
a  delay  of  a  week  or  a  fortnight  takes  place 
before  a  reply  can  be  got ;  and  that  is  the  cause 
of  a  great  deal  of  the  dissatisfaction  with  our 
railways.  I  believe  it  would  be  by  for  the  best 
thing  for  the  colony  if  our  railways  wore  sold. 
We  could  then  reduce  a  portion  of  our  national 
debt,  and  devote  a  fourth  of  the  money  to 
opening  up  the  country  with  good  roads.  That 
would  bo  the  best  thing  to  do ;  but,  failing 
that,  it  would  be  well  to  lease  the  railways, 
or  let  people  farm  them ;  and  then  I  venture  to 
say  that,  iustead  of  paying  something  under 
2  per  cent.,  they  would  pay  8  or  8^  per  cent. 
The  honourable  member  for  Port  Chalmers 
says  that  if  we  have  a  Bailway  Board  it 
will  make  the  railways  pay  better.  I  am 
not  surprised  at  the  argument  of  the  honour- 
able gentleman,  for  we  all  know  that  self- 
preservation  is  the  first  laW'  of  nature,  and' 
the  honourable  gentleman  knows  that  these 
Commissioners  will  be  in  such  a  position 
that  they  will  have  ta  inoteaae  the  rates  fnan 
one  place  to  another,  and  Uiat  will  have  the 
efieet  of  inozeasing  the  traffic  by  the  local 
steamers.  I  have  very  little  more  to  say,  ex- 
cept that  there  is  such  a  difference  between  the 
cizcnmstances  of  Victoria  and  oi  tlus  colony 
that  it  is  .not  right  to  draw  »«<xnparison  be- 
twaon  them . '  Here .  wo'  Jtaivs  two  isimids/  altOf  i 
gethsr  difioientiy  eitiilated  in  regard"  tc -the . 
moDt^cBjient  of  their  lailwa^SySoid;  the  resolti 


of  this  Bill  will  only  be  to  increase  centralism. 
The  Chief  Commissioner  will  have  to  be  at 
Wellington,  and  the  others  will  be  flying  all 
over  the  country,  and  will  have  to  come  here  to 
consult  their  chief,  so  that  the  whole  thing  will 
really  be  managed  from  Wellington.  If  there 
is  to  be  a  Board  at  all  there  should  be  one  for 
each  Island.  I  venture  to  say  that  before  this 
measure  has  been  in  operation  twelve  months 
the  voice  of  the  country  will  be  altogether 
against  it,  and  there  will  be  appeals  to  do  away 
with  the  Commissioners,  and  they  will  have  to 
get  some  thousands  for  loss  of  office.  I  protest 
against  this  Bill,  and  will  give  it  my  strongest 
opposition. 

Mr.  TAYLOR.— I  certainly  think  it  is  time 
this  discursive  discussing  was  dropped.  I  can- 
not agree  with  the  last  speaker,  and  am 
astonished  at  his  arguing  that  the  railways 
should  be  sold.  What  are  the  people  in 
England  endeavouring  to  do  now?  They  are 
striving  to  induce  the  Government  to  buy  the 
railways  there,  and  there  is  legislation  being 
brought  forward  in  the  House  of  Commons  to 
regulate  the  tariff  on  the  private  railways. 
But  I  would  ask  honourable  members  to  come 
to  a  vote  on  the  question — if  not  for  their  own 
sakes,  then  for  the  sake  of  the  little  cbecubs 
who  are  sitting  up  aloft,  and  who  do  not  want 
to  stay  hero  till  two,  three,  four,  or  five 
o'clock  in  the  morning  listening  to  discussions 
from  which  nothing  practical  can  result. 
If  we  do  not  go  to  the  vote  at  once,  some 
of  the  most  important  Bills  which  the  Go- 
vernment have  brought  forward  this  session 
will  have  to  be  carried  with  only  some  twenty 
honourable  gentlemen  in  the  House  ;  and  those 
who  are  now  taking  up  the  time  in  talking  will 
not  be  here,  but  will  have  gone  home  to  their 
beds. 

Mr.  BOSS.  — I  think  the  thanks  of  this 
House  and  of  the  country  are  due  to  the  Go- 
vernment for  making  what  promises  to  be  a 
successful  attempt  to  settle  this  difficult  ques- 
tion.   For  the  last  three  years  the  subject  has 
been  before  the  House  and  the  country.    In 
the  Speech  from  the  Throne  in  1881  the  House 
was  strongly  advised  to  make  an  alteration  in 
the  management  of  the  railways.    The  same 
thing  occurred  in  1885,  and  frequently,  in  dif- 
ferent ways,  the  question  has  been  pressed  on 
the  notice  of  the  country.    I  have  no  fear,  soch 
OS  has   been   expressed  by  some  honourable 
members,  that  the  constitution  of  this  Board 
will  have  the  effect  of  reducing  the  wages  of 
working-men  on  the  railways  below  the  current 
rates.     I  think  the  working-men  will  reap  a 
great  advantage  from,  the  constitution  of  this- 
Board.     At  the  present  time  men  working  on ' 
tho  railways  are  liaiifa  to  be  moved  about  from  ' 
place  to  place  through  political  pressure  being 
brought  to  bear.    That  will  bo  removed,  and 
the  men  will  be  placed  in  a  better  position. 
We  are  told  that  some  of  the  host  nisn  have  : 
been  taken  away  from  the  Hillside  workshops  : 
and  sent  to  othbr  workshops  iW  the  cohmy  fret.< 
quentty,  without  ooDsidedng  the  circumstanoeS'. 
m  which  those  men  are  placed/ and  without ; 
,  coosideiing  in  any'  way  how  they  would  b«  ' 
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affected  by  the  removal.  They  have,  I  have 
been  informed,  in  some  instances,  been  ordered 
to  be  removed  to  the  Addington  workshops, 
and,  on  their  refusal  to  go,  have  been  dis- 
miBsed,  in  order  to  moke  room  for  persons  from 
other  parts  of  the  colony.  Employes  who  have 
been  in  the  service  for  years,  and  against  whom 
no  charge  of  misconduct  has  ever  been  pre- 
ferred, when  vacancies  have  occurred  which 
they  were  competent  to  fill,  and  to  which  they 
ought  in  fairness  to  have  been  promoted, 
have  had  to  endure  the  mortification  of  seeing 
strangers  appointed  to  those  positions,  their 
own  claims  being  ovorlookod  or  ignored.  I 
think  that  is  a  grievance  which  will  be  re- 
moved by  the  constitution  of  this  Board.  It  is 
a  tentative  measure ;  and  if  it  does  not  succeed, 
and  if  it  is  found  necessary  to  recede  from  the 
position  we  have  taken  up,  it  will  be  easy  to  do 
so.  I  think  we  have  arrived  at  a  condition  of 
affairs  when  the  experiment  should  be  made. 
Bill  passed. 

PROPERTY-TAX  BILL. 

On  the  question.  That  the  House  do  pre- 
sently consider  a  resolution  of  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means,  recommending  that  leave 
be  given  to  introduce  the  Property-tax  Bill, 

Mr.  TTJRNBULL  said,— I  should  like  to  ask 
the  Premier  if  he  intends  to  take  the  second 
reading  of  this  Bill  to-night.  It  is  a  very  im- 
portant question,  and  I  think  the  House  should 
know  his  intention  in  reference  to  it.  A  great 
many  honourable  members  think  that  the  pro- 
perty-tax should  bo  of  a  progressive  nature ; 
and  it  would  be  rather  unfair  to  them  tliat  a 
Bill  like  this  should  bo  brought  down  without 
notice,  and  proceed  to  its  second  reading  with- 
out their  having  an  opportunity  of  discussing 
it.  I  therefore  beg  most  respectfully  to  ask  the 
Premier  to  let  the  second  reading  of  the  Bill  be 
postponed  until  to-morrow.  It  involves  a  very 
serious  question,  and  one  that  will,  or,  at  any 
rate,  ought  to,  occupy  the  time  and  attention 
of  this  House  for  a  considerable  period,  because 
the  time  has  come  now  when  we  cannot  help 
noticing  the  inequalities  which  exist  between 
the  property-tax  paid  by  different  classes.  We 
cannot  avoid  noticing  the  fact  that  a  small 
number  of  men  hold  a  large  amount  of  pro- 
perty, and  that  they  do  not  pay  adequately 
towards  the  expen&es  of  the  country  at  the 
present  rate  of  taxation.  I  am  sorry  tliat  oui 
taxation  should  not  at  once  take  the  shape  of 
a  land-tax  instead  of  a  property-tax ;  but,  if 
we  are  to  have  a  property-tax,  we  can  regulate 
the  exemptions  to  such  an  extent  as  to  make  it 
really  a  land-tax.  I  shonld  be  very  soriy  to  see 
a  tax  imposed  on  machinery  or  anything  used 
for  creating  wealth ;  but  there  is  a  large  amount 
of  land  and  property  held  by  a  few  persons  who 
do  not  bear  their  fair  share  of  we  burdens 
which  are  put  on  the  people.  I  venture  to  say 
that  if  we  gave  proper  attention  to  Bills  of  this 
kind  there  would  be  no  necessity  for  a  Legis- 
lative Council.  We  passed  a  Bill  last  night 
dealing  with  a  most  important  matter.  That 
Bill  was  forced  through  the  House  as  others 
have  been,  and  the  consequence  is  that  we  hear 
Mr.Bou 


people  say,  "  Look  at  the  Legislative  Council. 
What  should  we  do  without  it  ?  "  If  we  gave 
proper  time  to  consider  our  legislation  in  this 
House  we  could  do  away  with  the  Legislative 
Council  altogether.  I  ask  that  proper  con- 
sideration may  be  given  to  this  question :  it  is 
a  most  important  matter ;  it  is  a  matter  in 
which  a  great  many  members  are  deeply  in* 
terested  ;  it  is  a  question  with  which  the  wel- 
fare of  the  country  and  the  progress  of  th« 
country  are  inseparably  bound  up,  because  if 
we  had  a  progressive  property-tax  I  am  eaXB 
that  would  conduce  very  largely  to  the  pro- 
sperity of  the  country.  A  Bill  of  this  natnze 
is  of  so  much  importance  that  I  would  respect- 
fully ask  the  Premier  not  to  insist  on  its  being 
read  a  second  time  until  to-morrow. 

Major  ATKINSON.— The  honourable  gentle- 
man is  mistaken  as  to  the  nature  of  the  Bill. 
It  is  not  a  Bill  in  connection  with  which  we 
can  consider  the  question  of  the  incidence  o{ 
taxation,  nor  is  it  possible,  at  this  stage  of  the 
session,  to  open  up  a  question  of  that  charac- 
ter. It  is  quite  certain  that  the  House  has 
determined  that  no  alteration  in  the  incidence 
of  taxation  shall  take  place  this  session ;  and, 
if  it  were  not  so  decided,  it  is  not  npon 
such  a  Bill  as  this  that  the  question  could 
be  discussed.  It  is  a  Bill  merely  to  levy  a  tax 
upon  the  basis  of  the  present  Assessment  Act. 
The  honourable  gentleman's  remarks  refer 
entirely  to  tlie  Assessment  Act,  which  is  not 
before  the  House  now.  There  is  hardly  a 
member  of  the  House  not  prcimrcd  to  grant 
to  the  Crown  Id.  in  the  pound  property-tax ; 
and  that  is  the  only  question  raised  by  this 
Bill.  I  hope  the  honourable  gentleman  will 
see  fit  to  withdraw  his  objections  to  the  Bill 
proceeding. 

Sir  J.  VOGEL.— Am  I  to  understand  that  if 
one  chooses  to  raise  the  question  of  whether 
there  should  bo  a  difference  in  the  mode  of 
taxing — that  is  to  say,  that  incomes  of  such-and- 
such  an  amount  should  be  taxed,  and  so  much 
above  that  amount  so  much — this  is  not  the 
proper  Bill  to  consider  it  npon? 

Major  ATKINSON.— Yes ;  it  is  the  Assess- 
ment Bill  which  provides  for  that. 

Sir  J.  VOGEL.— This  Bill  provides  for  the 
amount  which  is  to  be  raised,  and,  if  it  were 
desired  to  make  a  change,  this  would  be  the 
Bill  by  which  to  effect  it. 

Major  ATKINSON.— No ;  that  ought  to  be 
done  in  the  Assessment  Bill. 

Sb  J.  VOGEL.— All  I  say  is  this:  that  this 
is  a  question  to  which  I  have  given  a  great 
amount  of  consideration ;  and  when  we  talk  of 
absentees  we  must  remember  that  there  are 
two  different  classes  of  absentees.  There  are 
persons  who  have  made  fortunes  in  the  colony 
and  who  are  residing  out  of  the  colony,  and  some 
gentlemen  who  have  made  fortunes  elsewhere 
and  have  invested  their  money  in  this  colony. 
I  do  not  think  the  honourable  member  for 
Timaru  has  considered  the  question  as  between 
those  two  classes.  It  must  be  remembered 
that  ever  since  we  commenced  colonising  the 
country  we  have,  like  other  colonies,  asked 
people  in  England  not  only  to  supply  us  with 
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population,  but  also  Trith  capital.  Now,  it  is 
incidental  to  the  supply  of  capital  by  way  of 
mortgage  that  property  mortgaged  should  come 
into  tiie  hands  of  persons  who  lend  money.  No 
person  who  sent  out  money  to  be  lent  m  the 
colony  on  mortgage  would  be  anaware  of  the 
fact  that  there  is  a  possibility  of  his  having  to 
purchase  the  property  or  become  the  owner  of 
it ;  and  therefore,  if  you  put  taxation  on  absen- 
tees generally,  you  put  taxation  on  the  intro- 
duction of  capital  by  persons  who  would  have 
no  other  idea  than  to  send  out  capital  simply 
to  be  advanced  on  mortgage,  and  who  have 
no  intention  of  coming  to  reside  hero ;  and 
these  persons  are  doing  good  work  by  sup- 
plying capital,  so  far  as  the  colony  is  con- 
cerned. Any  one  who  knows  anything  of 
the  history  of  the  colony  knows  that  we  have 
always  had  held  up  before  us  the  inexpe- 
diency of  discouragmg  the  introduction  of 
capital ;  and  if  the  Government  con  discover 
any  means  of  distinguishing  between  the  two 
classes  I  have  referred  to — of  putting  taxation 
upon  those  persons  who  have  made  their  money 
in  the  colony  and  are  spending  it  at  Home, 
and  not  taxing  those  persons  who' have  become 
owners  of  property  in  the  colony  not  by  their 
own  will,  but  by  force  of  circumstances,  arising 
oat  of  their  having  invested  money  in  the 
colony — they  will  have  solved  a  very  difficult 
problem.  I  do  not  say  that  it  is  undesirable 
that  we  should  tax  those  persons  v/ho,  having 
mode  their  money  in  the  colony,  are  living  out 
of  the  colony ;  but  I  think  we  should  not  be 
nnmindful  of  the  obligations  which  are  owing 
to  that  different  class  of  investors  to  whom  I 
have  referred. 

Mr.  MOSS. — I  suppose  that  we  shall  have  to 
swallow  this  Bill  without  due  consideration; 
but  I  will  take  the  opportunity  of  saying  that 
this  property-tax,  which  was  brought  to  us  as 
an  old  American  system,  is  now  entirely  obso- 
lete in  America.  It  was  never  more  than  a 
local  tax  there,  it  was  never  used  by  the  Fede- 
ral Government  as  a  system  of  taxation,  and 
now  it  has  been  abandoned  in  every  State 
except  three  or  four.  If  this  Bill  hod  been 
brought  down  at  a  time  when  we  could  have 
fairly  considered  it  we  might  have  shown  very 
good  reasons  for  pursuing  the  same  course  hero 
—of  abandoning  a  tax  calculated  to  divide 
classes,  which  is  very  oppressive  upon  the 
people,  and  is  a  very  serious  impediment  to 
the  progress  of  the  country.  We  have  not  that 
opportunity,  but  I  do  not  wish  it  to  go  forth 
that  the  House  at  all  unanimously  acquiesces 
in  the  levying  of  this  tax  as  a  matter  of  course. 

Mr.  W.  D.  STEWART.— With  regard  to  the 
qoestion  of  the  property-tax,  I  might  point  out 
that  this  system  of  raising  and  lowering  the  tax 
year  by  year  is  a  very  disturbing  element  in  con- 
nection with  the  investment  of  capital  in  this 
colony.  It  is  not  like  the  income-tax  at  Home, 
which  wo  know  varies  frequently,  because  the 
incidence  is  different.  I  know,  as  a  matter  of 
fact,  that  there  is  nothing  which  deters  more 
the  introduction  of  capital  into  this  colony  tlmn 
the  uncertainty  which  prevails  in  reference  to 
the  amount  of  the  yearly  tax.    It  is  quite  clear 


that  no  one  can  know,  from  time  to  time,  what 
the  taxation  is  going  to  be,  and  therefore  bor- 
rowers and  lenders  cannot  moke  their  arrange- 
ments as  they  would  like  to  make  them  ;  and 
I  feel  convinced  that  if  we  levied  a  property- 
tax  at  a  certain  rate,  and  fixed  it  for  three  or 
five  years,  great  good  would  be  done.  I  rise 
to  direct  attention  to  that  subject,  because  I 
know  that  the  present  system  has  operated 
injuriously  to  the  colony,  and  I  venture  to  say 
that  it  will  continue  to  do  so. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

Bill  introduced,  and  read  a  first  time. 

LOAN  BILL. 

This  Bill  was  introduced  and  read  a  first 
time. 

Major  ATKINSON,  in  moving  the  second 
reading,  said, — I  am  sorry  there  is  not  a  larger 
House,  especially  on  the  Opposition  side, 
since  members  of  the  Opposition  have  ex- 
pressed themselves  as  exceedingly  anxious  to 
know  the  views  of  the  Government  on  this  sub- 
ject ;  but  there  is  no  doubt  that  the  Loan  Bill, 
speaking  broadly,  meets  with  the  entire  ap- 
proval of  the  Opposition,  or  they  would  be  here 
to  learn  the  reasons  which  I  shall  give,  and 
give  very  shortly,  for  introducing  this  measure. 
I  may  say  that  the  Bill  has  been  introduced  by 
the  Government  with  very  great  regret.  I  am 
not  letting  the  House  unduly  into  secrets  when 
I  say  that  when  I  took  office  I  was  thoroughly 
determined,  in  my  own  mind,  that,  if  possible, 
no  loon  should  be  proposed  at  all ;  but,  after  I 
had  msbstered  the  position,  it  seemed  to  me 
that  a  loan  was  absolutely  necessary  in  the 
interests  of  the  country.  I  myself  was  first 
convinced,  and  it  took  some  time  to  convince 
the  Government  of  the  fact ;  and,  apparently, 
the  House  is  not  yet  convinced.  I  am  not 
at  all  sorry  to  see  this,  because,  in  my  opinion, 
it  is  a  most  excellent  sign  that  the  House  will 
not  consent  to  further  borrowing  without  being 
thoroughly  convinced  of  the  necessity  for  it.  I 
wish  the  House  to  understand  that  that  was 
the  attitude,  first,  of  myself  as  Treasurer,  and, 
secondly,  of  the  Government,  when  they  came 
to  consider  the  question.  We  had  to  look  at 
the  responsibilities  and  liabilities  absolutely 
incurred  by  the  late  Government ;  and,  even 
putting  them  at  a  very  moderate  rate,  before 
we  finally  come  to  a  conclusion  as  to  what 
public  works  should  bo  carried  on,  wo  unani- 
mously arrived  at  the  conclusion  that  there 
was  no  possibility  of  avoiding  the  loan  which 
we  now  propose.  Now,  Sir,  I  want  the  House 
to  consider  this  question,  if  possible,  from  the 
point  of  view  of  the  country,  and  not  from  the 
point  of  view  of  party.  I  want  honourable 
members  to  look  at  it  from  the  brood  point 
of  view  of  the  interests  of  the  country.  The 
Government  have  very  carefully  considered 
the  proposals  which  they  have  submitted  to 
the  House;  and,  as  far  as  they  can  see, 
not  only  will  very  considerable  inconvenience 
occur  if  any  of  the  proposals  which  they  have 
submitted  are  not  carried  out,  but  something 
more  than  inconvenience  will  be  the  conse- 
quence— there  will  be  considerable  loss  to  the 
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country.    The  position  of  the  coimtiy,  in  the 
opinion  of  the  Govemmeiit,  is  such  as  to  re- 
quire very  carefnl  consideiation  on  the  port  of 
every  man  in  this  House,  as  to  how  far  we  can 
properly  go  in  reducing  expenditure  under  loan. 
The  Government  are  therefore  venr  anxious 
that  the  House  should  approach  this  subject, 
as  I  have  said,  not  in  a  spirit  of  party  but  in 
A  spirit  of  doing  the  best  for  the  country,  irre- 
-epective   of   party   altogether.      Therefore  the 
position  -which  the  Government  will  take  up,  if 
the  House  approaches  the  subject  in  the  spirit 
I  have  named — and  I  have  no  doubt  it  wilt — is 
this:  They  have  carefully  considered  all  the 
proposals  they  have  submitted.    It  is  possible 
that  thoy  may  have  submitted  some  proposals 
which  the  House  in  its  wisdom  may  consider 
unnecessary — the  House  may  say,  looking  at 
the  position  of  everything,  that  it  is  better  to 
stop  and  not  go  on  with  further  borrowing  in 
respect  to  them.     When  the  House  goes  into 
Committee  on  the  public-works  estimates  the 
Government  is  going  to  ask  it  to  consider  every 
item  carefully,  and  to  say  whether,  in  the  in- 
terest of  the  country,  it  will  be  right  to  stop 
this  or  that  particular  work  and  refuse  further 
expenditure  on  it ;  and  if,  after  fair  discussion 
in  Committee,  without  party  spirit,  the  House 
determines  that  such  and  such  works  are  not 
necessary,  then  the  Government  will  accept  the 
verdict  of  the  Committee,  and  will  be  prepared 
to  reduce  the  Loan  Bill  according  to  the  amount 
that  may  be  struck  oS  in  Committee.    Now, 
Sir,  that  may  be  said  to  be  a  weakness  on  the 
part  of  the  Government ;  but  I  think,  after  the 
large  majority  the  Government  have  had  on  all 
their   important    measures,   they  are    strong 
enough  to  come  to  this  House  and  ask  it  to 
consider  every  one  of  these  items  irrespective 
of  party,  and   only  look  at  them  from  the 
point  of  view  of  the  necessity  of  the  position. 
We  shall  advance  reasons  why  we  have  placed 
these  particular  items  on  the  estimates,  and 
shall  then  ask  the  Committee  to  consider  dis- 
passionately whether  they  are  necessary  or  not ; 
and,  when  the  Committee  has   completed  its 
labours,  if  any  substantial  reduction  is  made 
we  shall  be  prepared  to  reduce  the  Loan  Bill 
accordingly.     I  do  not  know  whether  I  need 
say  more  on  this  subject.     I  had  thought  of 
whether  it  would  be  right  to  go  into  the  whole 
question  of  how  we  borrow  &om  one  fund  for 
the  benefit  of  another;  but,  on  further  con- 
sideration, I  do  not  think,  at  this  stage,  it  is 
desirable  to  do  so.    It  might  open  questions 
that  would  be  irritating  to  honourable  mem- 
bers.   I  may  say  that  I  myself  am  very  much 
displeased  with  the  power  we  have  of  borrow- 
ing from  one  fund  and  giving  to  another ;  but, 
after  looking  at  the  position  of  the  various 
loans  and  the  position  of  the  General  Account, 
it  does  not  seem  to  me  possible  this  session  to 
make  such  an  alteration  as  I  should  like  to  see. 
The  engagements  are  so  large.  «4td  the  respon.- 
sibilitics  at)  giieat,  that  I  do  sot  see  how  I  >cpuld 
propose,  ae  1  should  like  .to  do;  $o  inunediaite 
stop'Of  this.pjaa  of  .using -one  lown  for  (mother,- 
nomipolly  nnder  the  power  we-  possess  of  iar 
vesfmg  the  suxplusiunde  of'  a  paiticu]ai  loan.' 
Major  Atkinson 


But,  Sir,  the  responsibilities  of  the  Government 
are  very  great.  We  have  now  enormous  sums 
of  money  to  provide  against  particular  dates. 
I  may  say  that  in  the  month  of  April  next 
we  have  to  provide  £1,800,000  on  the  London 
market.  Now,  when  honourable  gentle- 
men recognise  that  that  has  to  be  provided 
at  the  beginning  of  the  year,  when  we  have 
got  no  revenue  in  at  all,  honourable  gentlemen 
will  see  the  great  difficulty  of  the  position; 
but,  after  careful  consideration,  I  do  not  see 
that  we  could  gain  much  by  opening  up  this 
question  during  the  present  session.  But,  in 
my  opinion,  this  system  of  borrowing  from  one 
account  in  aid  of  another  should  be  put  a  stop 
to  at  the  earliest  possible  date.  I  am  quite 
certain  it  is  a  vicious  system,  and  the  chief 
part  of  the  Treasurer's  time  is  taken  up  with 
contriving  how  to  get  hold  of  sufficient  money 
to  meet  his  engagements.  That  should  be  put 
a  stop  to.  I  find  our  liabilities  are  so  great 
that  it  is  absolutely  impossible  to  deal  with  it 
this  session,  and  therefore  I  do  not  propose  to 
go  further  into  the  question  at  this  time.  But 
I  must  tell  the  House  this:  that  it  is  abso- 
lutely necessary,  as  far  as  I  can  see,  not  to 
suddenly  stop  our  public -works  expenditure. 
I  want  to  impress  upon  the  House  that  the 
Government  feel  as  strongly  aa  it  is  possible 
for  any  member  of  the  House  to  feel  a  repug- 
nance to  further  borrowing.  It  is  only  from 
the  necessity  of  the  position  to  wind  up  the 
system  we  have  got  into  at  the  earliest  possible 
date  that  we  propose  this  loan.  I  hope  no  panio 
will  seize  us,  and  that  no  heroic  measure  will 
be  resorted  to.  It  is  proposed  by  some  honour- 
able members  that  we  should  immediately  stop 
borrowing.  That  is  what  X  call  an  heroic  mea- 
sure. If  honourable  members  will  look  at  the 
estimates  they  will  see  that,  although  there  is 
considerable  expenditure  next  year,  it  will  con- 
sist almost  entirely  of  liabilities. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— There  is  £43,000  for  Canter- 
bury and  Otago  over  liabilities. 

Major  ATKINSON.— There  is  a  very  large 
amount  for  the  West  Coast  which  might  be  cut 
off  if  it  were  not  for  "  engagements ; "  therefore 
we  are  obliged  to  make  this  provision.  I  do  not 
want  to  raise  a  question  of  this  sort,  and  if  the 
honourable  member  for  Kumara  can  show  that 
there  is  £43,000  for  any  part  of  the  colony,  I 
do  not  care  where,  that  we  can  reasonably  cat 
off,  I  hope  he  will  make  the  proposal  in  Com- 
mittee, and  he  will  receive  the  assistance  of 
the  Government  in  the  matter.  But,  Six, 
speaking  with  regard  to  this  heroic  policy,  there 
are  some  members  who  say,  *'  Put  your  foot 
down  and  take  the  consequences."  We  mast 
look  at  it  as  business-men  charged  with  the  go- 
vernment of  the  country,  and  we  consider  that 
we  are  not  justified  in  making  a  sudden  stop- 
page of  this  very  large  expenditure  which  has 
b^en' running  on  for  many  years,;  but  we-wre 
now  bound  immediately  to  put  our. foot  down 
and  isay  we,  will  bring  it  to  a  conclusion  at 
ihe  i«tueliegt  .possible  date;,  and  I  think,  if 
hoDoumhlo  gentlemen  will  carefully  study  the:- 
estima^St'tbeyi  vtiU,  see.  that  the . Qoveroment ; 
jjtnpaaajs  are.suoh  aS'to  bring  that  system. to  a  , 
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conclusion  at  the  earliest  possible  date  without 
creating  something  like  a  panic  in  the  country. 
That  the  retrenchments  proposed  are  very 
serious  and  effective  nobody  who  studies  our 
estimates  can  doubt.  I  do  not  doubt  that  the 
Government  will  receive  the  assistance  of  the 
Committee ;  and,  if  the  Committee  see  their 
way  to  strike  off  any  large  works,  and  say 
they  are  not  to  proceed,  but  are  to  come  to  an 
end,  the  Government  will  willingly  and  care- 
fully consider  the  matter ;  and  if,  after  careful 
consideration,  the  Government  think  it  right  to 
do  so,  they  will  be  prepared  to  reduce  the  loan 
to  that  amount :  not  in  the  way  the  honour- 
able gentleman  opposite  appeared  to  twit  us — 
namely,  that  we  should  allow  the  Committee  to 
deal  with  ns  as  it  liked.  We  give  a  million  as 
what  we  think  a  reasonable  amount  to  cany  on 
the  service  of  the  country ;  but,  if  the  House 
determines  to  say  that  particular  works  shall 
be  cut  ofi,  looking  at  the  position  of  the  coun- 
try, we  are  not  prepared  to  say  that  the  Go- 
vernment, as  a  Government,  will  not  imdertake 
the  responsibility  of  continuing  administration 
when  these  sums  are  cut  off.  I  hope  the  Com- 
mittee will  give  the  proposals  of  the  Govern- 
ment fair  and  reasonable  consideration ;  and  if 
they  are  accepted,  either  in  the  whole  or  in  a 
modified  form,  if  they  will  effect  that  which  we 
desire,  we  shall  act  in  accordance'  with  the 
wishes  of  the  Committee,  and  so  bring  to  an  end 
this  miserable  system  of  applying  loan-money 
to  all  sorts  of  works.  We  have  got  to  put  a 
stop  to  it.  I  hope  the  Committee  will  so  vote 
that  our  proposals  will  have  the  effect  of  bring- 
ing to  an  end,  and  at  the  earliest  possible  date, 
this  wretched  system  into  which  we  have  fallen. 

Sir  J.  VOGEL. — Before  moving  the  adjourn- 
ment of  the  debate,  it  would  be  right  to  ask 
the  honourable  gentleman  two  questions,  if  he 
will  allow  me  to  do  so.  First,  the  honourable 
gentleman  has  to  find  £1,300,000  in  April.  I 
think  he  is  making  a  mistake.  That  is  the  whole 
year's  interest.  Perhaps  the  honourable  gentle- 
man will  tell  me  if  he  was  referring  to  some- 
thing more  than  the  interest. 

Major  ATKINSON.— Yes;  to  the  £600,000 
we  have  to  repay  the  Bank  of  New  Zealand — 
what  I  have  got  to  find  in  cash. 

Sir  J.  VOGEL.— The  next  point  I  should 
like  to  ask  about  is  this:  The  Public  Works 
Statement  contains  proposals  for  expenditure 
extending  over  three  years  and  a  half.  The 
honourable  gentleman  said  we  should  have  an 
opportunity  in  Committee  of  considering  each 
item.  That  will  not  tost  the  honourable  gentle- 
xnan's  proposals  over  three  years  and  a  half ;  or 
does  he  mean  that  it  should  test  the  proposals 
for  this  year  only  7 

Major  ATKINSON.— I  think  it  will  test  it 
for  the  whole  period,  because,  if  the  Committee 
determines  that  a  work  is  not  to  go  on,  that 
-work  is  struck  out,  and  we  have  not  to  provide 
for  it  out  of  the  loan.  Supposing  the  Otago 
Central  Railway  is  not  to  go  on,  they  strike 
out  the  vote  for  this  year,  and  we  should  not 
have  to  make  provision  for  it  in  the  loan. 
When  the  Loon  Bill  came  down  that  would  be 
'struck  out. 

Debate  adjourned. 


PROPERTY-TAX  BILL. 

Major  ATKINSON.— I  move  the  second  iead> 
ing  of  this  Bill. 

Mr.  SMITH. — I  beg  to  move,  as  an  amend- 
ment. That  in  theopinionof  this  House,  in  lieu  of 
the  proposed  property-tax,  there  should  be  levied 
a  land-tax,  exempting  all  improvements,  and  an 
income-tax  with  a  fair  exemption.  I  would  j  ust 
like  to  say  that  I  have  no  mtention  of  taking 
the  House  by  surprise  ;  but  until  the  half-hour 
adjournment  I  was  quite  unaware  that  thia 
Bill  was  coming  on  to-night.  It  was  not  on 
the  Order  Paper,  and  I  was  not  in  the  House 
at  the  time  the  Premier  gave  notice  of  it. 
Daring  the  last  election  this  question  of  a  land- 
and  income-tax  was  brought  up,  and  no  end 
of  candidates — both  returned  and  defeated — 
pledged  themselves  to  support  a  land-  and  in- 
come-tax. Two  Ministers  of  the  Grown — ^I 
read  from  their  speeches — said  they  would 
support  a  land-  and  income-tax  as  against  a 
property-tax,  and  I  have  now  moved  this 
resolution  to  give  members  an  opportunity  to 
vote  on  this  question.  Now,  it  may  be  said 
that  this  is  a  wrong  time  to  bring  this  on  — 
that  it  is  too  late  in  the  session ;  but  until  the 
Property-tax  Bill  was  proposed  there  was  no 
opportunity  of  moving  this  resolution.  I  in- 
tended, in  moving  it,  that  it  should  take  the 
place  of  the  property-tax.  It  will  be  said,  no 
doubt,  that  tnis  question  should  stand  over 
until  next  session ;  but,  if  it  does,  so  far 
as  this  Parliament  is  concerned  there  will 
be  no  further  opportunity  of  bringing  this 
amendment  forward,  for  this  reason:  We 
shall  now,  by  passing  the  Property-tax 
Bill,  affirm  the  decision  of  the  new  Parlia- 
ment in  favour  of  the  property-tax,  and,  of 
course,  that  would  remain  and  be  passed 
from  year  to  year  until  the  end  of  the  present 
Parliament ;  and  again  we  shall  have  the  same 
thing  take  place — that  members  pledge  them- 
selves to  a  land-  and  income-tax,  hut  still  vote 
for  the  property-tax,  simply  because  they  have 
no  opportunity  of  voting  in  the  direction  they 
wish.  Now,  the  question  which  this  Parlia- 
ment has  to  consider  is,  Which  is  the  best,  a 
property-tax  or  a  land-  and  income-tax?  Of 
course  there  are  various  reasons  for  and  ogskinst 
each.  The  reason  I  object  to  the  property-tax 
is  that  it  is  a  tax  that  touches  the  improve- 
ments. Every  person  who  has,  by  his  labour, 
or  by  spending  money  on  his  land  or  property, 
improved  that  property,  has  to  pay  extra 
taxation.  It  is  a  tax  on  industry.  If  there 
is  any  tax  that  has  driven  people  out  of  the 
colony  it  is  the  property-tax ;  for  this  reason : 
that  it  taxes  a  thing  people  pay  money  for — 
improvements ;  and  the  consequence,  quite 
naturally,  is  that  it  drives  money  out  of  the 
country  ;  whereas  if  there  were  a  land-tax,  ex- 
empting all  improvements,  people  could  borrow 
money  for  improvements,  and  improvements 
would  not  be  taxed  at  all.  This  is  one  great 
reason  in  favour  of  a  land-  and  income-tax  as 
against  a  property-tax.  Another  resuson  is  this : 
that  an  absentee  landlord,  who  has  perhaps  a 
large  landed  estate,  under  the  property-tax  doea 
not  i>ay  the  amount  of  taxation  he  would  pay 
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if  there  were  a  lemd-tax — in  this  way:  that 
the  real  absentee  landlord  improves  his  pro- 
perty to  but  a  small  extent.  He  very  naturally 
wishes  to  take  all  he  can  out  of  the  property, 
and  therefore  does  not  pay  the  amount  he 
should,  for  by  making  very  little  improvements 
he  escapes  taxation.  Not  living  in  the  colony, 
he  escapes  Customs  duties,  and  if  he  does  make 
improvements  he  escapes  the  properby-tax  very 
lightly ;  whereas  if  there  were  a  land-tax  he 
would  pay  equally,  whether  he  improved  or  not. 
The  improving  and  unimproving  settler  would 
pay  alike  ;  whereas  they  do  not  pay  alike  now, 
because  the  improving  settler  pays  most  and  tho 
non-improving  settler  pays  very  little  indeed. 
I  think  for  that  reason  every  honourable  mem- 
ber must  feel  that  a  land-tax,  exempting  im- 
provements, is  far  preferable  to  the  property-tax, 
which  really  taxes  improvements,  drives  money 
out  of  the  colony,  and  allows  people  who  do  not 
improve  their  estates  to  escape  a  great  deal  of 
the  taxation  of  the  colony  which  they  should 
pay.  That  is  the  reason  why  I  am  in  favour 
of  a  land-tax  as  against  a  property-tax.  Then 
it  may  be  said  that  a  land-tax  allows  to 
escape  a  large  number  of  persons  who  derive 
large  yearly  incomes  from  professions  and  other- 
wise. Well,  that  is  the  reason  why  I  propose 
that  they  should  be  reached  by  an  income-tax, 
and  the  revenue  derived  from  that  class  will  be 
then  much  larger  than  is  got  from  them  now 
by  the  property-tax.  It  is  supposed  generally 
that  the  great  bulk  of  the  property-tax  is  paid 
upon  land ;  but  it  is  not  so.  The  great  bulk 
comes  from  the  tax  on  buildings,  which  are 
perishable  things,  and  improvements,  and  more 
especially  on  goods  imported  into  the  colony, 
and  therefore  the  great  bulk  of  the  people 
have  to  pay  the  greatest  part  of  the  property- 
tax.  It  may  be  said  that  the  £500  exemption 
allows  a  large  number  of  people  to  escape  the 
tax.  That  is  right  as  far  as  property  they  abso- 
lutely own  is  concerned ;  but  they  have  to  pay 
property-tax  on  nearly  everything  they  buy. 
Sir,  this  is  a  very  important  question,  and,  with- 
out going  further  into  it  now,  I  hope  the  Pre- 
mier will  allow  it  to  be  debated,  and  enable 
honourable  members  to  do  so  by  letting  the 
debate  be  adjourned  till  to-morrow. 

Major  ATKINSON.— I  hope  the  honourable 
gentleman  will  see  his  way  to  withdraw  his 
amendment.  It  would  be  utterly  impossible 
to  bring  a  land-  and  income-tax  into  operation 
in  less  than  five  or  six' months :  that  is  to  say, 
we  should  lose  tho  £300,000  to  be  levied  as 
property-tax  this  year.  Now,  we  are  all  agreed 
that  thu  property-owners  are  not  to  escape  this 
year,  and  we  are  also  agreed  that  we  must  get 
money  to  meet  our  engagements.  It  is  my 
business  to  tell  the  House  that  if  we  go  in  for 
this  change  in  the  incidence  of  taxation  we 
shall  be  in  great  monetary  difficulties ;  and  it  is 
my  duty  to  tell  the  House  that  at  this  stage  of 
the  session  we  cannot  go  into  the  question  of 
the  incidence  of  taxation.  I  ask  the  honourable 
gentleman,  therefore,  as  a  practical  man,  to 
withdraw  his  proposal,  and  let  us  deal  with  it 
next  session.  I  am  prepared  to  deal  with  it, 
and  I  venture  to  think  there  are  arguments  to 
Ur.  Smith 


be  adduced  on  tho  other  side  which  will  not 
leave  the  honourable  gentleman  a  leg  to  stand 
on.  The  matter  has  been  argued  out  before, 
and  no  doubt  it  will  be  again;  but  I  would 
point  out  that,  in  the  face  of  the  experience 
that  we  have  had  of  the  fall  in  the  value  of  lajid 
eJl  over  the  world,  the  honourable  geutleman  is 
proposing  to  put  a  special  tax  on  land  in  this 
colony,  while  we  have  to  compete  with  every 
other  country  in  the  world  in  wliich  there  is  no 
special  tax  on  land.  A  number  of  the  honour- 
able gentleman's  theoretical  arguments  are 
quite  beside  the  mark,  when  we  remember  that 
tho  proposal  is  that  we  should  put  our  land, 
with  a  special  tax  on  it,  into  competition  with 
land  all  over  the  rest  of  the  world  that  has  no 
such  tax  on  it.  It  is  quite  impossible  that  we 
can  deal  with  the  question  at  this  stage  of  the 
session,  or  even  protend  to  approach  it;  and 
I  therefore  ask  the  House  not  to  attempt  to  go 
into  it.  I  think  every  one  must  admit  that  we 
must  obtain  revenue,  and  it  is  my  duty  to  tell 
the  House  that  we  shall  bo  in  most  serious 
difficulties  if  we  cannot  collect  the  property- 
tax  within  a  short  time.  It  is  absolutely  im- 
possible to  bring  down  a  Bill  enacting  that  there 
shall  be  a  land-  and  income-tax  and  to  provide 
the  necessary  machinery  for  the  collection  of  it 
this  session,  and  I  therefore  again  ask  the 
honourable  gentleman  not  to  argue  this  ques- 
tion this  session  when  we  have  more  important 
questions  to  argue.  If  the  honourable  gentle- 
man goes  on  to  press  the  question  our  only 
choice  will  be  to  either  sit  very  late  in  the 
morning  to  get  the  Government  Bills  through  or 
we  must  remain  here  till  after  Christmas.  I 
venture  to  think  that  the  common-sense  of  the 
House  will  say  it  is  absolutely  impossible  at 
this  stage  of  the  session,  and  in  the  present 
financial  condition  of  the  country,  to  pretend  to 
change  the  incidence  of  taxation  now.  I  do  not 
object  to  vote  on  the  honourable  gentleman's 
amendment  if  he  likes  to  press  it,  but  it  will  be 
putting  a  number  of  members  in  an  unfair  posi- 
tion, as  many  members  who  would  prefer  that 
there  should  be  a  land -and  income-tax  will  be 
obliged  to  vote  against  the  amendment,  know- 
ing it  is  utterly  impracticable. 

Sir  J.  VOGEL. — I  am  afraid  the  honourable 
gentleman  at  the  head  of  the  Government  has 
pointed  out  a  practical  difficulty  in  the  way  of 
taking  a  division  on  the  amendment.  I  think 
I  am  correct  in  saying  that  a  land-tax  could 
not  be  levied  without  another  valuation  being 
made  —  the  existing  valuation  was  not  made 
in  such  a  manner  that  a  land-tax  with  im- 
provement exemptions  could  be  levied  on  it. 
Now,  the  valuation  of  the  colony  is  not  a 
trifling  matter,  as  the  last  cost  some  £15,000. 
I  was  rather  surprised  to  see  by  a  statement 
iu  tho  newspapers  that  the  honourable  mem- 
ber at  the  head  of  the  Government  has  given 
a  sort  of  half-promise  that  another  valuation 
should  be  made  next  year. 

Major  ATKINSON.— It  has  got  to  be  made 
under  the  Property  Assessment  Act. 

Sir  J.  VOGEL, — In  my  opinion  it  is  a  very 
costly  business.  I  think  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Woodville  might  bo  satisfied  with  on 
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assurance,  if  the  Premier  would  give  it,  that,  be- 
fore a  new  valuation  is  made,  tbe  House  shall 
have  an  opportunity  of  discussing  this  ques- 
tion; because,  ii  an  alteration  shoiold  be  de- 
cided upon,  it  would  be  very  desirable  to  make 
it  before  the  new  valuation  is  commenced.  If 
the  Premier  would  give  an  assurance  of  that 
kind  I  think  it  wovild  be  well  not  to  press  the 
present  amendment.  Any  honourable  member 
moving  such  an  amendment  as  this  must  look 
to  the  possibility  of  its  being  carried,  and  the 
carrying  of  this  would  simply  prevent  the  pro- 
perty-tax from  being  levied  this  year  at  all, 
and  it  would  be  impossible  to  levy  a  land-tax 
in  the  present  year.  I  therefore  think  tiie  ques- 
tion is  one  that  relates  rather  to  tbe  future. 
Sir,  there  is  a  great  deal  to  be  said  as  regards 
the  amount  requijred  to  be  levied.  Kow,  we 
are  coming  to  a  property -tax  of  a  penny  in 
the  pound ;  and  the  only  difference  between 
the  proposal  of  the  present  Government 
and  the  proposal  of  the  late  Government 
is  this :  that,  whereas  the  present  Govern- 
ment propose  that  the  increased  revenue  to 
be  derived  from  the  property-tax  shall  come 
from  the  whole  body  of  the  property-tax-payers, 
we  proposed  that  only  some  six  thousEuid  of 
them  should  pay  tbe  increase,  the  other  twenty- 
one  thousand  escaping.  We  proposed  that  the 
people  who  own  property  of  not  more  than 
Jg2,500  should  continue  to  pay  thirtoen-six- 
teenths  of  a  penny,  and  should  have  the  benefit 
of  the  £500  exemption ;  but  we  proposed  that 
the  exemption  should  bo  abolished  as  regards 
the  six  thousand  taxpayers  whose  property  is 
over  £2,500  in  value.  As  compared  with  the 
proposals  of  the  late  Government,  therefore, 
the  present  Government  are  largely  favouring 
six  thousand  of  the  richest  persons  in  the 
colony,  and  the  burden  which  the  late  Ministry 
proposed  to  put  on  them  the  present  Ministry 
propose  to  make  twenty-one  thousand  of  the 
poorer  taxpayers  bear.  I  can  see  no  reason 
for  this  at  all.  There  is  no  reason  why  people 
who  pay  the  tax  on  largo  properties  should 
have  this  £500  exemption;  and  it  is  nothing 
but  the  })ower  which  the  class  who  would  have 
to  pay  this  can  exercise  which  has  enabled 
them  to  upset  the  proposals  of  the  late  Govern- 
ment and  to  substitute  for  them  those  of  the 
present  Government.  There  is  not  a  shadow 
of  doubt  in  my  mind  that  it  was  that,  and  that 
alone,  which  upset  tlie  lost  Government.  We 
were  told  over  and  over  again  that  it  was  not 
the  tariS  or  anything  else  which  the  Govern- 
ment proposed  that  was  really  objectionable, 
but  that  if  we  gave  way  on  our  property-tax 
proposals  all  the  rest  could  be  carried.  But 
'we  would  not  do  so,  luid  the  result  was  seen  in 
the  late  elections,  and  is  seen  in  the  legislation 
during  the  present  session,  for  no  honourable 
gentleman  on  either  side  of  the  House  can 
examine  the  policy  which  we  are  commencing 
this  session  without  seeing  very  clearly  that  it 
is  the  aim  of  the  Government  to  take  away 
power  from  the  people  generally  and  place  it  in 
the  hands  of  what  are  known  as  the  privileged 
classes.  Whether  we  look  at  their  policy  as 
regards  elections,  the  attempt  tliey  are  miUcing 


to  upset  the  liberal  electoral  laws  now  in 
force,  their  land  policy,  their  Native-land 
policy — whether  you  look  at  it  in  almost 
any  of  the  Bills  brought  down,  it  is  evident 
that  they  are  prepared  to  undo  the  work  of 
many  years  past  in  favour  of  a  small  and 
privileged  class.  And  this  is  an  example  of  it 
to-night  on  this  question  of  the  property-tax, 
which  we  find  is  so  settled  as  to  realise  the 
hopes  of  those  who  said  to  the  lost  Govern'- 
ment  that  if  they  gave  way  on  that  sub- 
ject all  their  other  proposals  could  be  carried. 
This  Government  gives  way  on  that  ques- 
tion, and  the  twenty-one  thousand  are  the  suf- 
ferers by  that  yielding,  and  the  six  thousand 
richer  ones  are  the  gainers.  I  now  come  to 
another  point.  It  is  a  question,  to  my  mind, 
whether  it  would  not  be  desirable  to  fix  the 
amount  of  the  tax  definitely  for  a  number  of 
years  rather  than  make  a  change  each  year,  or 
at  least  let  it  be  liable  to  change  each  year. 
There  is  always  an  uncertainty  hanging  over 
people,  whether  they  are  amenable  to  the  tax 
or  not,  as  to  what  its  amount  will  be  when  next 
levied,  and  that  uncertainty  has  an  especially 
important  effect  with  regard  to  the  taxation 
upon  mortgages.  It  is  notorious  that  mort- 
gagees, in  order  to  protect  themselves  from  the 
tax  and  against  a  possible  increase  of  it,  add 
i  per  cent,  to  the  rate  of  interest  charged, 
and  that  ^  per  cent,  represents  IJd.  in  the 
pound  without  the  £500  exemption.  This  has 
gone  on  during  the  lost  few  years,  and  it  will 
continue  to  go  on,  and  the  unfortunate  per- 
sons borrowing  money  have  to  pay  a  sort  of 
insurance  fund  of  l^d.,  without  any  allowance 
for  exemption,  in  order  to  protect  the  mortgagees 
from  payment  and  possible  increases  of  tbe  tax. 
I  could  never  understand — although  I  suppose 
there  must  be  some  reason  for  it — why  there 
is  a  prohibition  in  the  Act  against  mortgagees 
and  mortgagers  contracting  between  themselves 
OS  to  who  should  pay  the  tax.  In  my  opinion, 
OS  far  as  the  property-tax  relates  to  money  lent 
on  mortgage  at  all  events,  it  wonld  be  well  to 
fix  the  amount  of  the  tax  definitely  for  a  period 
of  years,  or  fix  it  at  a  rate  which  should  not 
be  altered  except  on  from  three  to  five  years' 
notice  of  the  proposed  alteration.  By  this 
means  the  mortgagers  would  be  protected  from 
the  excessive  payments  they  have  to  make  now. 
The  question  of  an  income-tax  to  supplement  a 
property-tax  is  one  which  is  well  worthy  of  con- 
sideration. There  is  a  class  of  persons  who  do 
escape  taxation  under  the  present  system — 
persons  who  have  large  salaries  which  they  do 
not  invest  in  property,  and  who  merely  pay 
taxation  through  the  Customs.  That  is  a  ques- 
tion which,  in  my  opinion,  is  well  worthy  of 
consideration.  I  am  bound  to  say,  however, 
that  I  see  there  would  be  great  difficulty  in 
levying  a  general  income-tax  in  substitution  for 
the  present  tax  upon  personalty,  because  it  is 
difficult  to  know  what  should  bo  considered 
income  and  what  money  that  ought  to  be 
placed  to  the  credit  of  capital.  There  are 
a  number  of  important  points  on  which  I 
should  have  liked  to  touch,  but  it  is  too  late 
in  the  session  now  to  do  so;   but  I  think  it 
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'would  be  yrell  to  simply  ask  the  attention  of 
the  Government  to  the  whole  subject.  There 
is  no  doubt  that  the  property-tax  affects  not 
only  the  operations  of  landowners,  but  opera- 
tions of  all  kinds ;  and  I  must  point  out, 
what  I  have  mentioned  earlier  in  the  ses- 
sion, that  we  are  now  taking  a  higher  rate  of 
property-tax  without  increasing  at  the  same 
time  the  tarii! ;  yet  the  question  will  arise  next 
session,  when  proposal  are  made  to  fortify  the 
tariff,  Should  there  not  be  simultaneously  made 
an  increase  in  the  amount  of  the  property-tax  ? 
In  fact,  I  doubt  if  the  Government  will  bo  bold 
enough  to  propose  an  inorea.so  in  the  Customs 
tariff  without  at  the  same  time  increasing  the 
direct  taxation.  I  think  it  would  have  been 
much  fairer  if  the  two  increases  hod  been  made 
simultaneously,  and  that  the  large  increase  now 
being  mode  in  the  property-tax — on  increase  of 
nearly  25  per  cent. — should  not  have  been  made 
without  an  increase  in  the  indirect  taxation, 
which  has  fallen  so  much  on  account  of  causes 
which  should  lead  to  an  increase,  causes  which 
are  patent  to  honourable  members,  such  as 
the  improved  habits  of  the  people,  and  the  fall 
in  the  price  of  goods  amenable  to  ad  valorem 
duties.  That,  I  think,  is  the  cardinal  mistake 
the  Government  is  making  in  not  having  in- 
creased the  Customsduties  simultaneously  with 
the  increase  in  the  direct  taxation ;  for  if  they 
touch  the  tariff  next  year,  and,  in  conse- 
quence, increase  the  Customs  duties,  they 
will  certainly  bo  asked  to  make  a  further 
increase  in  the  property  -  tax.  The  two 
systems  of  taxation  go  side  by  side ;  and  if 
it  be  the  case,  as  we  have  to  consider  is 
the  cose  on  account  of  the  action  adopted  by 
the  Government,  that  the  direct  taxation  is 
insufficient  as  compared  with  the  indirect  taxa- 
tion, it  follows  as  a  logical  sequence  that  next 
year,  if  there  is  an  increase  in  the  indirect 
taxation,  there  must  be  further  increase  in  the 
direct  taxation.  I  am  of  opinion  that  a  penny 
property-tax  represents  a  very  large  tax  upon 
income,  even  if  we  suppose  that  the  whole  of 
the  property  exposed  to  taxation  was  of  a  nature 
to  return  income.  If  you  capitalise  at  6  per 
cent.,  say,  £100,  to  put  the  thing  in  its  simplest 
form,  that  represents  £6  per  annum  income, 
and  id.  in  the  pound  represents  8s.  4d.  There- 
fore, in  order  to  get,  on  a  6-per-cent.  basis, 
an  equivalent  in  income-tax  yon  would  have  to 
make  the  tax  something  between  Is.  ii.  and 
Is.  5d.  in  the  pound  on  income  ;  and  that  pre- 
snpposes  that  the  whole  of  the  capital  is  em- 
ployed and  yielding  taxable  revenue  ;  but,  as  a 
matter  of  fact,  everything  is  taken,  a  man's 
furniture,  pictures,  books,  piano,  almost  his 
clothes,  so  that  it  cannot  oe  supposed  that 
the  whole  of  the  property  yields  income  or 
revenue.  I  think  it  will  be  seen  from  these 
figures  that  the  direct  taxation,  as  now  pro- 
posed, is  larger  in  proportion  to  the  indirect 
taxation  than  it  ought  to  be. 

Mr.  TAYLiOB.— I  hold  strong  views  on  the 
matter  brought  forward  by  the  honourable 
member  for  Woodville.  But  I  must  certainly 
say,  before  I  proceed  any  further,  that  I  cannot 
understand  tne  logic  of  the  last  speaker,  the 
Sir  J.  Vogel 


honourable  member  for  Christehurch  Noxth. 
It  seems  to  me  that  his  argument  only  goes  in 
this  direction:  that  we  are  overtaxing  those 
who  can  afford  to  pay  taxes,  and  t^t  the 
Customs  tariff  ought  to  be  raised  to  equalise 
the  property-tax.  Well,  Sir,  while  I  admit  that 
the  tariff  should  be  adjusted,  I  want  to  see  it 
adjusted  in  the  direction  of  giving  work  to 
the  people.  That  is  my  view.  Besides,  inde- 
pendently of  that,  I  think  that  wealthy  people 
should  pay  more,  or  should  pay  equivalent  to 
those  who  have  less  wealth.  I  think  that  is  a 
fair  way  to  put  it.  I  mean  to  say  this  :  I  be- 
lieve in  graduated  taxation,  whether  it  is  a 
land-tax  or  a  property-tax.  So  far  as  a  land- 
tax  is  concerned,  the  question  was  put  to  me 
at  last  election,  and  I  said,  as  honourable  mem- 
bers must  know,  that  a  land-ta'x  at  the  present 
time  is  an  impracticable  thing  to  get  as  this 
Parliament  is  constituted  at  present. 

An  Hon.  Membee. — Why  7 

Mr.  TAYLOR.— When  It  comes  to  voting 
directly,  you  will  see  why.  My  contention  is 
this :  that  we  should  take  the  best  next  thing 
to  a  land-tax — get  a  graduated  tax,  so  as  to 
make  those  gentlemen  who  own  two  hundred 
thousand  or  three  hundred  thousand  pounds' 
worth  of  property  pay  in  proportion  to  their 
means.  I  do  not  see  why  a  man  of  wealth, 
snch  as  those  persons  I  refer  to,  should  only 
have  to  pay  |d.  or  Id.  in  the  pound,  the  same 
as  a  man  who  toils  all  his  days  to  keep  himself 
out  of  the  workhouse. 

An  Hon.  Membeb. — No  workhonses  here. 

Mr.  TAYLOR.— If  you  have  not  got  than 
now,  you  soon  will  have  them.  There  are 
some  in  some  parts  of  the  oolony.  I  trust 
that  honourable  members  who  bring  forward 
measures  of  this  kind  will  deal  with  that  ques- 
tion from  a  practical  point  of  viow.  I  admit 
that  the  honourable  member  for  Woodville  is 
perfectly  right  in  his  views  on  this  matter ;  bat, 
looking  at  the  constitution  of  the  last  Parlia- 
ment and  of  this  Parliament,  he  must  know 
that  this  question  is  just  now  entirely  outside 
the  practical  business  of  this  Parliament,  and 
that  we  have  no  opportunity  of  dealing  with 
this  question  at  the  present  time.  So  far  as 
a  land-tax  is  concerned,  unless  it  is  graduated, 
what  does  it  mean  ?  Why,  if  the  property 
were  valued  fairly  now,  if  the  land  were  fairly 
valued,  there  is  a  land-tax  at  present  derived 
from  the  land.  But  if  you  graduated  the  tax 
you  would  get  a  larger  amount  of  income  from 
those  who  can  afford  to  pay  it.  I  am  not  going 
to  be  a  party  in  this  House  to  advocate  a 
scheme  for  what  I  might  call  the  purpose  of 
gaining  popularity.  If  I  thought  I  could  get  a 
land-tax  I  should  be  in  favour  of  it,  but  I  know 
that  is  impossible  just  now,  and  what  I  want  is 
that  the  direct  taxation,  whether  it  be  in  the 
shape  of  a  land-tax  or  a  property-tax,  should  be 
graduated. 

An  Hon.  Member. — ^What  is  that  ? 

Mr.  TAYLOR.— There  is  a  dictionary  in  the 
library.  It  shows  very  little  for  the  intelligence 
of  those  who  sit  here  that  they  should  ask  me 
the  meaning  of  a  word  of  that  character.  I 
never  like  to  be  rnde, — that  is  well  known;  bat 
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I  must  protest  against  ignorance  o{  that  oha- 
lacter.  I  suppose  we  shall  have  the  honourable 
member  for  bunedin  Central  or  the  honourable 
member  for  Dunedin  South  getting  up  and  ob- 
jecting to  either  a  land-tax,  or  a  property-tax, 
or  any  other  tax  of  a  progressive  character.  I 
have  heard  the  honourable  gentleman  say  that 
we  should  pay  £2,500  per  annum  to  one  man, 
when  that  sum  would  keep  three  hundred  of 
his  constituents  if  properly  distributed.  Fancy 
an  honourable  gentleman  representing  a  demo- 
cratic constituency  holding  these  views  and 
objecting  to  my  views  ! 

Mr.  FISH. — Does  the  honourable  gentleman 
refer  to  the  honourable  member  for  Dunedin 
South  or  to  the  honourable  member  for  Dun- 
edin Central  ? 

Mr.  TAXLOB.— The  honourable  member  for 
Dunedin  South.  I  have  no  doubt  the  honour- 
able gentleman  is  fully  primed  to  deal  with  this 
question.  I  simply  say  that  I  am  in  favour  of 
a  graduated  tax,  either  in  the  shape  of  a  pro- 
perty-tax or  a  land-tax,  and  I  am  in  favour  of 
taxing  those  who  can  aSord  to  pay  taxation.  I 
am  astonished  at  some  honourable  gentlemen. 
I  must  simply  put  it  down  to  their  want  of, 
well 

An  Hon.  Member. — Ignorance. 

Mr.  TAYLOB. — Just  so.  I  only  want  to  say 
this :  that  I  trust  the  Government  will  carry 
their  Bill  without  any  further  trouble.  I  say 
this  is  a  waste  of  time  to-night.  You  caimot 
deal  with  the  land-tax.  You  know  the  diffi- 
culty, and  if  you  like  to  take  the  penny  at  once 
we  can  settle  it.  You  may  preach  and  you 
may  pray,  and  I  do  not  object  to  that;  but 
when  you  are  before  the  people  it  is  your 
duty  to  deal  honestly  with  them.  That  is  the 
way  I  do,  and  that  is  the  reason  I  am  here. 
I  am  not  afraid  of  any  views  I  express  here. 
The  people  who  sent  me  here  did  not  send  me 
to  be  mealy-mouthed.  They  did  not  send  me 
here  to  advocate  anything  which  I  believed  to 
be  contrary  to  their  interests  ;  but  I  am  sorry 
to  say  there  ore  some  honourable  members 
here,  returned  upon  that  ticket,  who  do  not 
exactly  stick  to  their  colours. 

An  Hon.  Member. — Name. 

Mr.  TAYLOR. — I  am  not  going  to  bo  per- 
sonal at  all.  I  do  hope  that,  instead  of  sitting 
here  till  four  or  five  o'clock  in  the  morning,  we 
shall  get  on  with  the  business,  and  not  deal 
with  matters  entirely  out  of  the  range  of  prac- 
tical politics. 

Mr.  BAUKON. — I  do  not  propose  to  go  into 
this  question  of  the  incidence  of  taxation,  but  I 
simply  desire  to  say  that  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Woodville  propones  to  do  a  right  thing 
ot  the  wrong  time.  I  hold  the  same  opinions 
that  the  honourable  member  has  embodied  in 
this  amendment  which  he  now  asks  the  House 
to  consent  to;  but  we  cannot  get  quit  of  the 
knowledge  of  the  fact  that  a  large  proportion  of 
the  year  for  which  the  Treasurer  asks  us  to  con- 
sent to  this  tax  has  gone  by,  and  that  the 
machinery  which  is  necessary  in  order  to  give 
effect  to  the  proposal  of  the  honourable  member 
for  Woodville  would  have  to  be  created,  and 
cumot  be  created  at  once.    If  the  honourable 
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member  will  take  the  assurance  which  I  hoard 
the  Premier  just  now  give  him,  that  we  should 
have  an  opportunity  of  considering  this  matter 
next  session  —  that  he  will  bring  it  forward 
early  and  take  the  opinion  of  the  House  upon 
it — X  venture  to  say  he  will  find  the  Premier 
not  exactly  right  in  what  he  says,  that  the 
balance  of  opinion  is  in  favour  of  the  property- 
tax  and  against  the  proposal  of  the  honourable 
member  for  Woodville.  I  hope  tlie  honourable 
gentleman,  in  the  meantime,  will  withdraw  his 
amendment,  for  it  simply  comes  to  this :  that 
he  will  not  bo  able  to  carry  into  the  lobby  with 
him  those  who  sympathize  with  tliu  proposal  on 
its  merits,  apart  from  the  considerations  which 
must  now  weigh  with  us.  The  honourable 
member  for  Christchurch  North  represents  the 
question  of  the  prcperty-tax  as  Iwiiig  the  one 
question  which  accounts  for  the  defeat  of  the 
past  Administration.  Well,  Sir,  unfortunately 
the  catalogue  of  the  shortcomings  of  the  pre- 
vious Government  is  not  of  that  simple,  concise, 
and  comprehensive  kind  which  tlie  honourable 
member  would  indicate ;  nor  does  it  include 
that  item.  Sir,"  if  I  were  to  read  out  a  little 
list  of  the  things  which  formed  the  indictment 
against  the  past  Administration,  I  am  sure  I 
should  read  a  number  of  thingn  which  every 
member  of  this  House  would  recognise  as  each 
of  them  serious  in  itself,  bcsidis  forming  a 
part  of  those  accumulated  shortcomings  which 
caused  the  country  to  adopt  the  decision  of 
the  past  House  in  connection  with  the  late 
Administration.  But  let  the  past  rest.  I 
only  got  .up  to  say  that  I  hope  the  honour- 
able member  for  Woodville  will  not  place  in 
a  false  position  those  who  aro  entirely  in 
accord  with  him,  but  that  ho  will  withdraw 
his  amendment,  and  take  an  opportunity  next 
session  of  allowing  the  subject  to  be  discussed 
and  voted  upon  on  its  merits. 

Mr.  FISH. — I  think  I  may  justly  say  that  no 
member  of  this  House  is  more  sincerely  in 
favour  of  a  land-  and  income-tax  than  I  am 
myself,  and  I  can  corroborate  the  opinions 
given  utterance  to  by  the  honourable  member 
for  Woodville  in  almost  every  particular.  I 
also  strongly  believe  the  statement  of  the 
honourable  member  for  Christohurch  North 
with  regard  to  the  legislation  this  session,  and 
the  indications  of  the  policy  of  the  Government 
next  session,  as  being  in  the  direction  that  the 
honourable  member  for  Christchurch  North  has 
mentioned.  I  am  extremely  sorry  to  think 
that  it  is  so,  and  that  the  Government  have 
a  majority,  apparently,  to  give  cfTuct  to  that 
policy.  But,  with  regard  to  the  question  which 
the  honourable  member  for  Woodville  has  raised 
on  the  present  occasion,  I  agree  with  the  last 
speaker  that  the  time  for  bringing  it  forward  is 
inopportune.  The  objections  made  by  tiie  Pre- 
mier to  having  it  considered  at  this  particular 
time  are  so  thoroughly  unanswerable  that  I 
think  the  honourable  member  himsolf  must  see 
that  it  is  in  the  interests  of  the  cause  lie  advo- 
cates— and  advocates  very  ably— that  he  should 
not  press  the  matter  any  further.  I  do  not 
propose  myself  to  debate  the  question  now,  be- 
cause that  is  quite  unneoessary,  and  would  only 


Digitized  by 


Google 


674 


Property-tax  Bill. 


[HOUSE.]         Property-tax  Bill.       [Dec.  14 


end  in  nothing.  I  trust  the  honourable  gentle- 
man, witliout  giving  up  in  any  shape  or  form 
the  principles  he  holds,  will  in  the  meantime 
withdraw  his  amendment,  as  the  time  taken 
up  in  its  discussion  now  is  entirely  wasted. 

Mr.  FITZHERBERT.  — Sir,  last  election  I 
made  a  point  of  ascertaining  the  views  of  the 
constituents  on  this  subject — not  only  of  those 
in  ray  district,  but  of  the  constituents  generally ; 
and  I  found  them  unanimously  desiring  a  repeal 
of  the  present  property-tax  and  the  substitution 
of  a  land-  and  income-tax.  The  property-tax 
is  felt  to  be  a  very  great  hardship,  espeoially  to 
farmers  and  to  persons  who  live  in  the  country. 
There  is  no  doubt  that  this  property-tax  is,  as 
some  honourable  gentlemen  said  to-night,  a  tax 
upon  industry  ;  and  I  would  just  illustrate  how 
that  is  so.  I  myself  some  years  ago  cut  up 
some  land  into  small  farms,  and  have  in  my 
mind's  eye  now  two  men  who  took  up  land. 
One  took  up  a  particular  section,  and  the  other 
the  adjoining  section.  There  was  no  difference 
in  the  quality  of  these  sections  whatever.  The 
one  man  paid  his  deposit  and  went  away ;  I  do 
not  know  that  he  has  ever  been  near  the  land 
since.  The  other  man  paid  his  deposit,  went 
on  the  land  and  improved  it,  cleared  it, 
drained  it,  built  a  house  upon  it,  and  mode 
it  a  valuable  property— made  it  a  property 
worth  fully  £500,  so  that  he  is  now  paying 
property-tax.  On  account  of  his  labours  on 
that  land  year  after  year  he  is  now  required 
to  pay  property -tax;  whereas  his  neighbour, 
who  has  never  touched  his  land  at  all,  has  had 
its  value  greatly  increased  through  the  per- 
severance and  energy  of  his  adjoining  neigh- 
bour. That  being  so,  I  say  that  the  property- 
tax  is  clearly  a  tax  upon  industry :  and  any  tax 
upon  industry  is  unfair,  and  should  be  avoided. 
We  should  give  every  inducement  to  people  to 
settle  on  the  land,  and,  instead  of  taxing  them 
for  the  improvement  of  their  land,  we  should 
try  to  encourage  them  to  improve  it.  That  is 
my  view  as  to  the  property-tax.  Then,  what 
about  the  land-tax  ?  I  say  a  land-tax  is  a  fair 
tax,  and  a  tax  we  should,  if  possible,  have. 
And  I  say,  further,  that  if  we  have  a  land-tax 
the  taxes  that  are  derived  from  that  land 
should  be  spent  in  the  localities  where  it  is 
raised,  in  making  roads  and  bridges.  I  think 
if  the  land  is  to  be  taxed  the  revenue  from  it 
should  certainly  be  spent  in  the  immediate 
locality  where  it  is  derived.  That  is  my  view 
with  regard  to  making  use  of  the  money  derived 
from  the  l&nd.  Then  we  come  to  the  income- 
tax,  and  I  say  that,  at  the  present  time,  the 
nersons  who  ought  to  bear  taxation  ore  not 
oearing  it.  There  is  no  doubt  that  the 
proper  form  of  taxation  is  that  which  bears 
equally  upon  all;  and  I  say  that  it  is  most 
unfair  to  tax  any  particular  class  and  to  allow 
another  to  go  free.  It  shonld  fall  on  the 
shoulders  of  every  man  equally;  and  at  the 
present  time  it  is  not  doing  so.  If  we  had  an 
mcome-tax,  whom  should  we  catch?  Why,  I 
do  not  care  what  town  you  go  into  in  any  part 
of  the  colony,  there  you  will  meet  bank  man- 
agers, managers  of  insurance  companies,  J'ndges, 
highly-paid  officials,  MiniBters  of  the  Crown— 
Mr.  Fish 


these  and  other  persons  who  have  enormona 

incomes 

An  Hon.  Membeb. — Solicitors. 

Mr.  FITZHERBERT.— No;  they  have  but 

very  little ;  they  are  pretty  well  cut  down  by 

legislation :   but  you  may  have  solicitors  too. 

These  men  very  often  lease  house.s,  and  do  not 

'  pay  more  through  the  Customs  than  an  ordi- 

.  nary  labourer  who  has  a  family  to  maintain 

!      Major  ATKINSON.— What  do  they  do  -wUh 
■  their  money  ? 

I      Mr.  FITZHERBERT. —  Some  of  them 
'  gamble  it.    But  we  need  not  go  into  particn- 
.  lars :    there  are   other    ways  of    spending   it 
which  are  not  beneficial  to  tlie  colony.    These 
men  you  meet  every  day :  they  are  to  be  found 
I  in  almost  every  half-dozen  people  that   yon 
meet ;  they  have  large  incomes,  an^  pay  no- 
,  thing  to  taxation ;  they  have  not  a  halfpenny- 
worth of  property  in  the  place— they  lease  a, 
house,  and  that  is  all  the  property  they  have. 
I  say  that  these   persons    should   be    taxed. 
Then,  again,  we  have  persons  residing  in  foreign 
'  parts.    I  myself  know  of  persons  residing  in 
.  London  who  are  drawing  immense  incomes 
out  of  the  colony ;  some  are  drawing  as  much 
'  as  £8,000  a  year;  and  are  they  paying  taxa- 
tion?   Not  a  bit.     There  they  are  at  Home 
enjoying  themselves,  and  drawing  the  lifeblood 
out  of  this  country.    This  kind  of  thing  has 
gone  on    for  ages   past,  and  will  go  on  for 
generations  in  the   future  unless  we  get  & 
j  Government  in  power  that  will  alter  the  in- 
cidence of  taxation.    I  wos  in  hope  when  I 
I  read  the  Financial   Statement  that  I  should 
'  see  something  about  the  repeal  of  the  property- 
I  tax  and  the  substitution  of  a  land-  and  income- 
i  tax;  but  no,  there  was  not  a  word  of  this 
kind,  but  only  a  proposal  to  put  more  on  the 
present  property-tax.    If  the  amount  of  reve- 
nue is  falling  off,  it  is  a  very  easy  matter  to 
raise  it  by  doing  something  to  the  property- 
tax.    Then,  again,  I  say,  if  we  do  not  do  away 
with  the  property-tax,  why  have  this  distino- 
tion  of  the  £500  exemption?     Why  not  do 
away  with  it?    X  should  have    to   pay    the 
extra  tax   myself;    but  I  should  not   mind 
that.    I  am  sure  that  this  £500  exemption  is 
a  most   iniquitous   thing,   and  if  that  were 
done    away   with    we    should    raise    another 
£40,000  a  year :    and   in    these   times,  when 
retrenchment    is    so   necessary,    and  our  in- 
come so  small,  I  think  we  ought  to  look  at 
these  things,  and,  if  we  do  not  have  a  land- 
and  income-tax,  we  should  do  away  with  the 
exemption  under  the  property-tax.      But  there 
is  not  a  word  about  that   in    the  Financial 
Statement  either.    I  feel,  with  the  honourable 
gentleman  who  has  moved  the   amendment, 
that  we  should  be  doing  right  to  press  it ;  and 
that  it  is  a  proper  thing  to  have  a  land-  and 
income-tax,  and  do  away  with  the  property- 
tax.    The  honourable  member  for  Christcnurch 
North  stated  that  he  saw  some  difficulty  aboot 
I  fixing  the  income  of  individuals.     I  do  not  see 
I  any  difficulty  about  this  at  all.    Each  indivi- 
i  dual  has  to  make  a  declaration  as  to  his  in- 
come, and  you  will  find  that  most  persons  put 
I  their  incomes  at  a  trifle  more  than  ibaj  are,  in- 
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-stead  of  puttin);  them  at  less  ;  so  that,  if  a  few 
should  happen  to  put  theirincomes  at  a  little  less 
than  they  are,  this  would  be  made  up  by  the 
increase  which  others  would  place  on  their  in- 
comes. Ko  man  cares  to  have  his  income 
thought  to  be  less  than  it  really  is ;  there  are  few 
men  who  like  to  make  themselves  appear  to  the 
world  worse  off  than  they  really  are.  Therefore 
I  do  not  think  there  would  be  any  difficulty 
in  arriving  at  a  fair  estimate  of  what  the  in- 
comes of  the  taxpayers  would  be.  Under  the 
present  property- tax  I  have  known  the  most  un- 
fair things  to  be  done.  Many  methods  are  taken 
of  evading  the  payment  of  the  tax.  If  a  person 
finds  he  is  taxed  too  heavily  ho  puts  debts  against 
himself  to  the  amount  of  £2,000  or  £3,000, 
.and  then  the  amount  upon  which  taxation  is 
levied  is  reduced.  I  shall  support  the  honour- 
able member  in  this,  and  I  hope  he  will  call  for 
a  division,  so  that  we  may  show  through  the 

fages  of  Hansard  who  those  honourable  mem- 
ers  are  who  will  support  a  land-tax  and  in- 
come-tax as  against  a  property-tax.  Beyond 
this  I  will  not  say  more,  because  I  believe  the 
Premier  is  correct  in  what  he  stated.  I  believe 
that,  if  we  were  so  disposed,  it  would  be  impos- 
sible to  alter  the  incidence  of  taxation  this 
session;  but  I  hope  we  shall  see  our  way  to 
alter  it  during  next  session  of  Parliament. 

Mr.  TANNER. — I  hope  that  this  amendment 
will  be  withdrawn.  I  cannot  agree  with  the 
last  speaker  that  it  would  be  at  all  a  test  of 
those  in  favour  of  a  land-  and  income-tax.  If 
this  matter  were  to  go  to  a  division  it  would  not 
indicate  the  views  of  honourable  members  on 
the  subject.  Evei-y  one  agrees  that  the  time  is 
inopportune  for  going  into  this  question  ;  there 
is  a  great  deal  of  Government  business  before 
us,  and  we  must  get  on  with  it.  I  will  not  say 
a  word  about  the  subject  itself.  Although  I 
hold  strong  opinions  in  favour  of  a  land-  and 
income-tax,  I  wish  it  clearly  to  be  understood 
that  if  this  goes  to  a  vote  I  shall  vote  against 
the  amendment.  As  I  have  said,  I  am  strongly 
in  favour  of  a  land-  and  income-tax,  and  I  ask 
the  Premier,  who  has  suggested  that  this  im- 
portant question  should  be  left  to  stand  over 
to  next  session,  whether  the  Government  will 
bring  in  a  Bill  to  introduce  a  land-  and  income- 
tax  in  substitution  for  the  property-tax,  so 
as  to  bring  the  question  before  us,  or 
whether  the  Government  prefers  that  a  private 
individual  should  do  so.  There  is  no  doubt 
that  a  policy  of  such  importance  should  be 
brought  forward  by  the  Government,  and  I  ask 
the  Premier  whether  he  will  bring  it  forward  in 
such  a  shape  that  it  can  be  discussed.  This  is 
a  new  House  with  a  number  of  now  members 
in  it :  let  us,  then,  have  the  question  brought 
before  us  again  of  a  land-  and  income-tax  as 
against  a  property-tax,  and  no  doubt  the  ques- 
tion will  be  settled  for  years. 

Major  STEWABD.— As  a  member  who  has 
been  working  on  the  same  side  of  the  House 
with  the  honourable  member  for  Woodville  for 
years,  I  would  ask  him  not  to  press  this  amend- 
ment. Although  I  entirely  agree  with  him  as 
to  the  advisability  of  a  land-  and  income-tax 
as  against  a  property-tax,  for  reasons  which  I 


I  should  be  prepared  to  argue  at  length  on  the 
fitting  occasion,  I  submit  that  it  would  place 
us  in  a  false  position  to  ask  us  to  go  into  the 
lobby  with  him  on  his  amendment.    I  tell  him 

Elainly  that  it  is  impossible,  if  we  were  to  cany 
is  resolution,  that  we  should  give  effect  to  it 
this  session ;  and  if  we  carried  it  against  the 
proposal  for  a  property-tax  this  year  we  should 
place  the  colony  in  a  very  difficult  position, 
which  we  have  no  right  to  do.  I  ask  him  to 
look  an  it  from  that  point  of  view,  and  not  to 
put  us  in  the  position  of  having  to  vote  against 
him  on  a  proposition  with  which,  on  its  merits, 
we  agree.  I  also  agree  with  him  that  the  pro- 
gressive principle  should  be  included  in  the 
proposition  ;  but  I  submit  that  it  has  been 
shown  conclusively  that  the  present  is  an  unfit- 
ting occasion  on  which  to  bring  forward  such  a 
proposal.  He  will  not  succeed  in  ascertaining 
the  relative  strength  of  the  two  parties, — that 
in  favour  of  a  property-tax  and  that  in  favour 
of  a  land-tax  and  income-tax, — because  many 
who  support  the  latter  will  find  themselves 
compelled  to  vote  against  it. 

Captain  RUSSELL. — I  shall  best  be  con- 
sulting the  wishes  of  honourable  members  by 
not  discussing  the  various  points  which  have 
been  raised,  but  by  saying  the  few  words  I 
have  to  say  on  this  property-tax.  I  would 
merely  say,  in  regard  to  some  of  the  arguments 
brought  forward,  that  I  believe  those  whom  it 
is  desired  to  touch  under  a  land-  and  income- 
tax  are  the  very  persons  who  would  escape 
taxation  under  the  proposition  of  the  honour- 
able member  for  Woodville.  I  speak  with 
bitter  experience,  from  having  hod  to  pay  both 
taxes,  and  I  say  that  any  improving  settler  is 
exempted  under  a  land-tax,  and  has  to  pay 
pretty  heavily  under  a  property-tax.  I  would 
therefore  recommend  the  House  to  leave  the 
property-tax  as  it  is.  Now,  there  are  various 
reasons  which  I  think  are  specially  worthy  of 
attention  in  discussing  this  matter.  The  de- 
serving man  who  goes  up-country  is  not  so 
exempt  from  taxation  as  the  man  who  stays  in 
the  town  and  puts  his  money  into  bricks  and 
mortar.  But  I  will  not  go  into  that  question. 
I  feel  very  strongly  that  we  are  doing  wrong  in 
not  reducing  the  exemption.  I  think  the  Go- 
venmient  is  wrong  in  that  respect;  but  I  do 
not  suppose  I  shall  carry  the  House  with  me. 
Unfortunately,  Colonial  Treasurers  are  anxious 
to  extort  every  pound  out  of  our  pockets  in 
the  shape  of  taxation  ;  and,  so  as  not  to  moke 
that  taxation  not  so  hateful  as  it  would  other- 
wise be,  they  resort  to  indirect  means,  and 
through  the  Customs  they  impose  a  taxation, 
which  would  not  be  tolerated  if  it  were  im- 
posed directly.  An  eminent  financier  says  the 
best  system  of  finance  is  to  spend  as  little  as 
possible,  and  that  that  form  of  taxation  is 
best  which  is  smallest  in  proportion.  That  is 
the  true  policy ;  but  we  shall  never  arrive  at 
that  until  we  impose  more  direct  taxation 
than  we  do  at  present.  Sly  vote  will  always 
be  given  in  the  direction  of  reducing  the  Cus- 
toms tariff  and  increasing  direct  taxation. 
I  say  that  because  I  believe  it  would  be  in  the 
interest  of  the  country  generally  that  toxa- 
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tion  shoald  be  direct,  and  I  say  it  as  a  tax- 
payer myself,  because  I  believe  by  that  means 
the  taxation  would  be  reduced.  I  am  ex- 
tremely anxious  that  the  exemption  should 
be  reduced.  Logically,  it  ought  to  be  done 
away  with  altogether;  but  one  cannot  expect 
to  get  what  is  logical,  and  therefore  I  would 
reduce  the  exemption  to  £240,  under  which 
system,  with  Id.  property-tax,  every  man  with 
that  amount  of  property  would  have  to  pay  his 
£1  yearly;  and  the  result  would  be  a  great 
benefit  to  the  countir.  I  disagree  with  the 
honourable  member  for  Christchurch  North, 
who  states  that  he  considers  the  great  advan- 
tage of  the  property-tax  proposals  of  the  late 
Government  over  those  of  the  present  Go- 
vernment was  that  the  late  Government  pro- 
posed to  reduce  the  number  of  people  who 
paid  the  tax  from  twenty -one  thousand  to 
six  thottsemd.  That  would  be  a  great  mis- 
take. The  wider  you  distribute  the  area  of 
taxation  the  better  for  the  country,  and  the 
more  you  approach  the  principle  that  the 
best  system  of  finance  is  to  spend  as  little 
as  possible,  and  that  the  taxation  should  be 
small  in  proportion.  Unless  you  go  direct 
to  a  man's  pocket  and  make  him  pay  his  tax 
in  coin  you  will  not  get  him  to  really  under- 
stand that  he  is  being  taxed.  Every  one  who 
is  at  all  acquainted  with  local  government 
knows  that  the  man  viho  has  to  pay  his  half- 
crown  rate  immediately  makes  a  great  outcry. 
If  that  man  goes  into  a  town  he  buys  himself 
a  new  suit  of  clothes,  and,  possibly,  a  pound  or 
two  of  tobacco ;  but  he  does  not  realise  that  he 
is  paying  ten  times  as  much  taxation  as  he 
does  in  having  to  pay  his  half-crown  rate.  He 
will  go  home  well  contented  with  his  suit  of 
colonial  tweed  or  pound  of  tobacco,  and  will 
not  believe  that  he  has  paid  far  more  to  the 
revenue  than  he  paid  in  his  rates.  My  object 
would  be  to  make  taxation  as  straightforward 
as  possible.  X  believe  it  would  even  be  a  good 
thing  to  introduce  into  this  BiU  a  clause  pro- 
hibiting a  man  paying  his  taxes  by  cheque. 
We  know  that  even  the  most  prudent  man  will 
"  stick  up  "  an  account  at  his  tradesman's  with- 
out thinking  of  what  he  is  doing,  but  if  you  ask 
him  to  spend  £1  he  will  at  once  button  up  his 
pocket  and  walk  off.  That  is  what  we  should 
endeavour  to  teach  the  people  of  the  country  in 
respect  to  taxation.  I  believe  we  should  im- 
pose direct  taxation,  not  simply  for  the  purpose 
of  reducing  taxation,  but  for  the  purpose  of 
bringing  it  home  to  the  minds  of  the  people 
that  they  are  paying  taxes.  I  have  no  doubt 
it  will  be  said,  "  You  are  proposing  this  in  the 
interest  of  the  rich;  you  are  punishing  the 
poor,  inasmuch  as  you  want  to  abolish  the 
exemption."  No  such  thing.  I  am  exceed- 
ingly desirous  to  relieve  the  poor,  and  I  will 
show  bow  that  can  be  done  under  this  very 
proposal  which  I  am  suggesting.  It  could 
be  HO  arranged  that  the  poorest  would  be  ex- 
empted, while  those  who  have  realised  pro- 
perty to  a  certain  value  would  have  to  pay  the 
tax.  Men's  labour  should  be  exempt  before 
yen  exempt  any  realised  property ;  and  when  I 
apeak  of  "  labour"  I  do  not  care  whether  it  is 
Captain  Eitsaell 


the  labour  of  a  man's  head  or  of  his  hands.  It 
must  also  be  borne  in  mind  that  the  greater  pro- 
portion of  the  property-tax  that  would  be  levied 
on  the  sum  I  propose  should  no  longer  be  ex- 
empted would  be  paid  by  those  who  already 
pay  property-tax ;  and  for  those  who  do  not  pay 
it  but  would  have  to  do  so  I  would  remit  Cus- 
toms duties  to  an  amount  equivalent  to  the  pro- 
perty-tax imposed.  By  that  means  you  would 
reduce  the  taxation  on  the  necessaries  of  life  to 
the  very  poorest  classes,  while  those  who  ought 
to  pay  property-tax  and  who  have  hitherto  beem 
exempted  would  get  an  exemption  to  a  greater 
extent  than  they  do  now,  though  in  an  indirect 
manner.  As  for  the  richer  classes,  tbey  would 
not  object  to  an  increased  property-tax,  becaose 
they  would  know  that  the  number  of  persons 
who  paid  the  tax  would  be  very  much  increased, 
and  there  would  be  a  more  careful  watch  kept 
over  the  Colonial  Treasurer,  so  that  the  tax 
wo<ild  not  be  imposed  to  so  large  an  extent  as 
it  would  be  if  you  reduced  the  number  of  per- 
sons who  had  to  pay  it.  Our  object  should  be 
to  make  every  taxpayer  follow  the  actions  of 
the  Treasurer  closely.  Every  one  who  holds  a 
seat  in  this  House  knows  that  throughout  the 
country  there  is  a  feeling  that  taxation  shoald 
be  increased.  At  every  election  yon  will  see 
that  the  people  are  crying  out  for  increased 
taxation ;  but  the  moment  you  make  people 
realise  the  fact  that  they  have  to  pay  the  tax, 
by  having  to  put  their  hands  in  their  ix>ckets 
and  pay  up  their  pound,  you  will  introduce  a 
large  number  of  people  who  will  at  once  be 
deeply  interested  in  a  system  of  economy. 
However,  there  is  no  use  in  attempting  to  do 
anything  this  session,  but  next  year  I  shall 
certainly  endeavour  to  get  the  exemption  re- 
duced to  £240. 

Mr.  GRIMMON0.— We  could  very  well  con- 
tinue this  discussion  till  five  o'clock  in  the 
morning,  advancing  arguments  on  one  side  or 
the  other.  The  honourable  member  for  Wood- 
ville,  I  believe,  has  determined  not  to  withdraw 
his  amendment.  Whatever  may  be  said  for  or 
against  it,  I  am  not  disposed  to  vote  against  it. 
We  have  wasted  too  much  time  already,  and, 
as  it  is  evident  that  a  large  majority  will  vote 
against  the  amendment,  I  hope  we  shall  soon 
come  to  a  decision  on  the  question. 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE.— I  should  not  rise  at  this 
hour  of  the  morning  were  it  not  for  the  fact 
that  I  understand  the  honourable  member  for 
Woodville  intends  to  take  a  vote  on  the  ques- 
tion. This  is  a  question  in  regard  to  which  con- 
stituents expect  their  representatives  to  be  con- 
sistent, and  I  wish  to  state  my  reason  for  the 
vote  I  shall  give.  My  opinion  is  that,  at  this 
late  stage  of  the  session,  it  is  an  impossibility 
to  accept  the  amendment  of  the  honourable 
member  for  Woodville,  even  by  those  who  are 
in  favour  of  a  land-  and  income-tax.  The 
matter  is  so  serious,  as  far  as  I  know  and  can 
understand  the  subject,  that  I  do  not  think  it 
would  be  advisable  for  the  country  to  do  what 
the  honourable  member  for  Woodville  wants; 
for  this  reo-Hon :  that  we  have  not  for  the  last 
eight  or  nine  months  collected  any  property- 
tax,  and  the  Treasurer  looks  to  the  property- 
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tax  to  assist  in  making  up  the  defloienoy  in 
the  revenue.  Now,  to  do  what  the  honourable 
member  for  Woodville  wants  would  require  the 
whole  machinery  for  the  land-tax  valuation, 
also  the  whole  machinery  for  the  assessment  of 
incomes  throughout  the  colony,  and  to  get  that 
machinery  into  motion  and  the  assessments 
made  eight  or  nine  months  would  bo  requirod. 
So  that  we  shall  be  here  again  in  session  before 
tiie  Colonial  Treasurer  could  get  any  revenue 
out  of  a  land-  and  income-tax  in  any  shape  or 
form,  and  before  we  oonld  get  that  machinery 
into  motion.  I  am  satisfied  the  Treasurer  could 
not  get  any  revenue  from  it.  I  think  the  proper 
course  would  be  for  those  who  are  in  favour  of 
a  land-  and  income- tajc  to  move  a  resolution  in 
the  House  in  the  early  part  of  next  session. 
I  do  not  suppose  any  private  member  could 
introduce  a  Bill  for  this  purpose  without  the 
consent  of  the  Government,  and  I  think  the 
proper  coarse  would  be  to  move  a  resolution, 
and  then  the  question  could  be  discussed  in  the 
House.  If  the  Government  were  prepared  to 
oorry  it  out  they  could  do  so.  I  am  in  favour 
of  a  land-  and  income-tax,  and  when  the  proper 
time  comes  I  shall  be  willing  to  support  it.  But 
it  is  not  possible  to  do  it  at  the  present  time. 
I  have  had  some  experience  as  a  property-tax 
assessor  and  a  land-tax  valuer,  and  from  that 
I  know  pretty  well  the  circumstances  of  the 
people  assessed,  and  I  have  no  hesitation  in 
saying  that  the  property-tax  is  not  as  fair  as  a 
land-tax ;  but  a  land-tax  without  an  income- 
tax  would  allow  a  large  number  of  persons  to 
escape.  I  say,  from  my  experience,  that  they 
would  not  put  down  theirincomes  as  low  as  they 
aie.  My  experience  in  valuing  was  this :  that 
some  of  those  least  able  to  bear  taxation  put 
the  valuation  of  their  property  at  a  greater 
amount  than  it  was  really  worth.  I  found 
that  in  some  cases,  where  people  wished  to  keep 
up  their  credit,  they  put  down  their  property  at 
a  higher  value  than  it  was  worth.  I  have 
known  a  man  pay  taxes  on  £2,000,  and  six 
months  afterwards  he  was  bankrupt;  and  I 
know  of  a  man  in  the  same  town  and  street  who 
was  in  a  good  position,  and  did  not  caie  to 
keep  up  his  credit  in  that  way,  and,  although 
his  property  was  more  valuable  than  the  one 
referred  to,  ho  put  it  down  at  a  lower  amount. 
My  experience  was  this :  that  those  who  were 
not  so  well  able  to  afford  it  paid  more  taxes 
than  those  who  were  in  a  position  to  pay  more. 
However,  it  is  a  subject  on  which  a  great  deal 
oonld  be  said  on  both  sides,  as  to  whether  an 
income-tax  and  land-tax  or  the  property-tax 
is  the  best.  My  object  in  rising  was  to 
say  that  I  intend  to  vote  against  the  amend- 
ment, for  the  reason  that  I  do  not  think  it  pos- 
sible to  have  it  carried  before  the  next  session 
of  Parliament.  If  the  honourable  member  for 
Woodville  then  moves  a  resolution  in  the  House 
I  shall  be  prepared  to  support  it. 

Mr.  COWAN. — I  wish  to  state  that  I  also  am 
in  favonr  of  a  land-  and  income-tax ;  and  I 
regret  that  the  honourable  member  for  Wood- 
ville is  not  willing  to  withdraw  his  amendment, 
and  I  regret  this  more  particularly  because, 
if  he  forces  it  to  a  division,  I  shall  be  compelled 


to  vote  against  it.  I  think  the  time  inoppor- 
tune, and  the  necessities  of  the  country  are 
such  that  such  a  resolution  could  not  now  be 
given  effect  to.  The  altering  of  the  incidence 
of  taxation  would  occupy  a  good  many  months, 
and  it  is  impossible  that  effect  could  be  given 
to  this  amendment.  Although  I  am  in  bvoor 
of  the  principle'  embodied  in  the  Bill,  still  I 
shall  feel  compelled  to  vote  against  it. 

Mr.  R.  H.  J.  REEVES.— I  shall  go  into  the 
lobby  with  the  honourable  member  for  Wood- 
ville. I  consider  the  alteration  of  the  inci- 
dence of  taxation  one  of  the  most  important 
subjects  that  this  House  could  take  in  hand ; 
and,  although  honourable  members  say  it  can- 
not be  done,  I  maintain  that  we  have  done 
nothing  whatever  in  the  legislation  of  the 
present  session.  We  have  passed  two  or  three 
Bills,  but  Bills  which  really  do  not  benefit  the 
country.  I  believe  I  am  right  in  saying  that 
the  land-tax  has  been  a  source  of  great  pro- 
gress and  wealth  in  Victoria.  Sixteen  or 
eighteen  years  ago  the  Berry  Government 
brought  in  a  Bill  which  the  Melbourne  Argus 
stated  would  retard  the  progress  and  settlement 
of  the  country ;  and  yet  Victoria  is  a  most 
prosperous  colony  I  We  find  there  hundreds  of 
thousands  of  acres  occupied  by  a  large  and 
industrious  population ;  and  the  same  result 
would  follow  if  we  introduced  a  land-tax  into 
this  colony.  I  consider  the  property-tax  a  tax 
on  industry  and  energy,  and  one  calculated  to 
keep  down  the  people  of  the  colony.  I  ask, 
how  are  those  large  and  wealthy  landholders  in 
the  colony  who  have  benefited  to  a  large  ex- 
tent by  the  prosecution  of  the  policy  of  public 
works  and  immigration — how  are  they  to  be 
got  at,  in  order  that  they  may  contribute  their 
just  proportion  to  the  revenue  of  the  country? 
I  contend  that  these  ore  the  people  who  should 
contribute  to  the  taxation  of  the  country  more 
largely  than  they  do.  I  say,  put  the  saddle 
on  the  right  horse.  If  there  were  anything 
wanted  to  convince  me  of  the  justice  of  a 
land-tax,  I  should  be  convinced  by  a  small 
extract  from  the  Evening  Netos  of  Hawke's 
Bay,  which  I  will  read : — 

"  The  writer  of  those  terse  and  ably-written 
'  Notes '  in  the  Freeman's  Journal  has  the  fol- 
lowing in  the  last  issue  of  that  well-conducted 
paper : — '  I  have  read  with  much  interest  the 
following  telegram  about  the  sole  of  a  small 
portion  of  Mr.  Tanner's  property  at  Biverslea, 
in  Hawke's  Bay :  "  Messrs.  Hoadley  and  Co. 
to-day  continued  the  sale  of  the  Riverslea 
Estate,  Hastings.  Out  of  1,000  acres  300  were 
sold,  realising  £45,000.  Time  did  not  permit 
any  more  to  be  offered,  and  the  balance  was 
reserved  for  private  sale.  The  following  is  a 
summary  of  the  sale  yesterday  :  278  small 
allotments  realised  £20,000 ;  seven  lots  of  five 
acres  each,  from  £80  to  £90  per  acre.  The 
total  area  sold  was  199  acres,  realising  £28,144, 
or  an  average  of  £212  per  acre."  A  very  satis- 
factory sale  indeed — for  the  owner.  'Then  I 
turn  up  "  Doomsday  Book  "  and  see  what  Mr. 
Tanner's  property  was  valued  at,  and  come 
npon   this   Ime :     "  Thomas   Tanner,   sheep- 
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farmer,  Biverslea,  Hawke's  Bay,  5,776  acres, 
£105,110,  Hastings."  And  then  I  marvel  at  the 
property-tax  valuations  ;  land  assessed  at  £18 
an  acre  fetching  at  auction  £212,  and  under- 
stand vrhy  some  people  love  and  many  hate  the 
property-tax.  Twenty  years  ago  all  Heretaunga 
yras  let  to  Mr.  Tanner  for  £600  a  year.  I  had 
better,  perhaps,  not  say  what  I  was  going  to  say, 
and  let  Judge  Richmond  state  what  followed. 
After  Mcs.srs.  Ormond,  Braithwaite,  and  Purvis 
Hussell  had  joined  Mr.  Tanner,  "  the  rent  was 
raised  to  £700  a  year,  and  finally,  on  an  exten- 
sion of  the  area  included  in  the  lease,  to  £900 
a  year.  After  the  block  had  passed  the  Court 
a  legal  lease  was  granted,  bearing  date  24th 
April,  1867,  for  the  term  of  twenty-one  years,  at 
the  yearly  rent  of  £1,250  for  the  first  ten  years 
and  £1,750  for  the  remainder  of  the  term." 
This  lease,  it  will  be  observed,  would  not  be 
yet  up,  and  had  not  the  shares  been  purchased 
Mr.  Tanner's  sale  could  not  have  taken  place. 
He  is  a  dull  man  who  cannot  draw  his  own 
conclusions.  I  would  state  them  in  precise 
and  fitting  terms  were  I  master  well  graduated 
enough  in  the  English  language  to  do  so — that 
is,  provided  our  tongue  gave  scope  enough  for 
such  a  purpose.'  Our  readers  will  at  once  see 
how  the  purchasers  of  this  Biverslea  property 
have  hampered  themselves.  They  will  have  to 
pay  a  property-tax  now  very  much  greater  than 
that  which  the  previous  owner,  Mr.  Tanner, 
was  subject  to,  and  yet  surely  the  mere  cutting- 
np  of  the  land  cannot  have  enhanced  its  in- 
tnnsic  value  to  so  great  an  extent.  This 
Biverslea  Estate,  too,  is  part  of  the  celebrated 
Heretaunga  Block,  that  block  which  has  been 
the  fruitful  cause  of  so  much  litigation.  Be- 
ferring  to  this  block,  the  Press  says :  '  SuflSoe 
it  to  say  that  it  kept  the  best  society  of  Hawke's 
Bay  in  a  condition  bordering  on  civil  war  for 
years,  filled  the  pockets  of  a  generation  of 
lawyers,  and  afforded  the  materials  for  some  of 
the  most  terrific  declamation  ever  heard  in  the 
New  Zealand  Parliament  or  on  the  Kew  Zea- 
land stump.  Is  it  not  recorded  in  Hansard — 
which  never  lies — that,  with  reference  to  Here- 
taunga, a  young  and  fervid  politician,  stung  by 
an  allusion  to  his  poverty  by  one  of  the  pur- 
chasers, solemnly  declared  that  he  "  would 
lather  own  a  small  estate  honestly  acquired 
and  securely  vested  than  be  the  trembling  lord 
of  a  principality  the  title-deeds  of  which  were 
signed  in  blood  and  rum,  and  sealed  with  as 
many  crimes  as  they  had  signatures  "  |  '  " 

Now,  Sir,  that  shows  the  absurdity  of  the 
property-tax  as  compared  with  the  land-tax. 
Had  a  conscientious  person  been  there  to  value 
the  land  he  would  have  assessed  it  at  £180  an 
acre.  Here  it  brought  an  average  of  £212. 
That  is  one  very  strong  argument  that  the 
land-tax  is  by  far  the  fairest  and  most  equit- 
able tax  we  can  have.  Then  we  come  to  the 
income-tax.  That  tax  is  also  a  fair  tax.  It  is 
well  known  that  there  are  many  professional 
men  in  the  colony  making  large  incomes  and 
paying  nothing.  I  quite  agree  with  the  hououi- 
able  member  for  Hawke's  Bay  that  the  pro- 
perty-tax exemption  should  be  reduced  to  £240, 
if  Uuit  tax  is  continued.  I  shall  vote  with  the 
Mr.  B.  H.  J.  Beeves 


honourable  member  for  WoodviUe  if  he  calls- 
for  a  division. 

Mr.  KELLY. — During  the  late  elections  thj» 
was  one  of  the  great  questions  before  my  con- 
stituency, and  I  was  pledged  to  support  a  land- 
and  income-tax.  But  I  think  the  present  time 
is  not  the  proper  time  to  bring  tbe  question 
forward,  and  I  therefore  intend  to  vote  against- 
the  amendment,  if  the  honourable  member  for 
WoodviUe  does  not  withdraw  it.  The  argument 
adduced  by  my  honourable  friend  on  the  right 
is  in  favour  of  an  income-tax  as  against  a  land- 
tax,  because  the  figures  he  quoted  show  that 
the  land  of  the  honourable  member  for  Wai- 
pawa  was  valued  at  £18  an  acre,  and  it  brought 
£212  at  auction. 

Mr.  TANNER.— There  is  not  a  word  of  truth 
in  it. 

Mr.  KELLY. — I  am  sorry  to  hear  it.  I  con- 
sider that  if  the  Premier  were  to  state  that  be 
was  prepared  to  go  on  with  the  discussion  of 
this  question,  and  adjourn  for  a  week  and 
let  honourable  members  come  back,  be  would 
get  many  honourable  members  to  support  an 
adjournment.  I  do  not  think  that  these  mo- 
tions should  come  on  at  such  a  late  period  of 
the  session,  and  I  think  those  who  are  opposed 
to  the  Government  should  give  what  assistance 
they  can  to  get  the  business  through.  Every 
one  wants  to  get  away  before  Christmas, 
if  he  possibly  can.  I  do  not  think  the 
honourable  member  for  Inangahna  would  like 
to  come  back  after  Christmas.  Although  I  am 
pledged  to  vote  for  a  land-  and  income-tax, 
this  is  nut  the  time  to  bring  the  question  on, 
and  I  shall  therefore  vote  against  the  amend- 
ment of  the  honourable  member  for  Wood- 
viUe. 

Mr.  GRIMMOND.— The  Premier  has  fright- 
ened honourable  members  by  saying  that  he 
wants  a  million  and  a  half  in  April  next;  and  a 
good  many  who  are  in  favour  of  a  land-  and  in- 
come-tax are  afraid  to  vote  for  the  amendment 
now  because  it  would  jeopardize  the  finances 
of  the  colony.  Every  time  the  House  has  met 
it  has  been  urged  that  it  is  not  convenient  to 
have  a  land-  and  income-tax ;  but  in  the  course 
of  next  year  wo  shall  have  the  valuation  for  the 
property-tax  on.  The  House  should  say  next- 
year  whether  it  is  in  favour  of  the  ^roperty-tta 
or  a  land-  and  income-tax.  I  am  in  favour  of 
the  latter,  and  wUl  do  all  I  can  to  bring  it  in 
force  in  this  colony ;  because  the  property-tax 
has  clogged  the  wheels  of  Industry  and  blocked 
enterprise.  I  am  sure  that  the  returns  obtained 
by  the  honourable  member  for  Timaru  will  show 
that  the  great  bulk  of  the  landed  property  is 
held  by  outsiders,  and  a  land-  and  income-tax 
will  reach  those  people.  I  intend  to  support 
the  amendment  of  the  honourable  member  for 
WoodviUe. 

Mr.  HOBBS. — As  the  honourable  member 
for  WoodviUe  declines  to  withdraw  this  amend- 
ment, I  want  to  say  just  one  or  two  words  upon 
it.  I  W8knt  to  know  where  has  been  the  sin- 
cerity of  the  honourable  member  for  the  Hatt 
during  the  last  three  years.  Where  is  the  sin- 
cerity of  the  late  Colonial  Treasurer,  who  got 
himself  into  office  on  the  understanding  that 
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he  would  bring  in  a  land-tax  and  ebn  income- 
tax?  Certain  honourable  members  voted  to 
tain  out  the  previous  Government  because  tbey 
would  not  bring  in  a  land-tax  and  an  income- 
tax,  and  the  late  Colonial  Treasurer  and  his 
colleagues  were  put  in  because  they  promised 
to  do  so.  Then,  after  eighteen  months,  he  told 
us  that  the  people  had  got  accustomed  to  a 
property-tax,  that  there  wag  a  great  deal  in 
being  accustomed  to  a  tax,  and  that  therefore 
they  would  not  disturb  it.  I  can  understand, 
and  very  clearly,  what  this  little  "  move  "  is :  it 
is  only  a  diversion  to  take  up  the  whole  evening, 
as  has  been  done  before.  I  want  to  enter  my 
protest  against  this  pixjceeding.  The  honour- 
able member  knows  very  well  that  he  will 
hardly  get  another  member  to  go  with  him 
into  the  lobby;  and  he  should  not  waste  the 
time  of  the  House  in  this  way. 

The  House  divided  on  the  question,  "That 
the  words  ■  the  Bill  be  now  read  a  second  time ' 
stand  part  of  the  question." 
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Graham 
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Taipua 
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Mills. 

Majority  for,  18. 
Amendment  negatived. 
On  the  question.  That  the  Bill  be  now  read  a 
second  time, 

Mr.  TURNBULL  said,— No  one  feels  more 

the  position  of  the  Treasurer  in  this  House 

than  I  do  on  the  present  occasion;  I  speak 

.  with  all  sincerity.    I  know  the  position  the 

colony  is  in  ia  most  critical,  and  I  know  the 


hononrable  gentleman  would  never  have  ut- 
tered the  statement  he  did  to-night  in  tha 
respect  unless  he  was  well  convinced  of  ics 
truth ;  and  I  speak  with  very  great  regret  on 
this  occasion.  My  object  in  speaking  is  this : 
I  have  always  held  and  declared  strongly 
that  taxation  upon  property  should  be  of 
a  progressive  nature,  and,  although  the  Pre- 
mier has  told  me  that  that  question  should 
not  be  raised  on  t''is  Bill,  but  only  on  the  As- 
sessment Act,  I  bUould  be  sorry  to  see  this 
Bill  pass  without  giving  expression  to  my  views 
on  that  point.  We  are  now  going  to  inflict 
very  great  injustice  on  property-owners  gene- 
rally ;  because  I  hold  that  we  should  not  have 
dealt  with  this  question  at  all  unless  at  the 
same  time  we  deal  with  the  Customs  duties. 
By  doing  that  we  could  have  assisted  property 
to  a  certain  extent,  becanse  when  dealing  with 
the  question  of  taxation  it  is  right  to  treat  all 
classes  fairly,  and  not  to  unduly  favour  one 
class.  In  dealing  thus  with  the  property-tax 
a  very  great  injustice  is  inflicted  on  a  large 
portion  of  the  community.  I  hold,  as  I  say, 
that  this  taxation  should  be  of  a  progressive 
nature.  When  we  consider  the  large  indebted- 
ness of  the  colony,  and  the  very  large  propor- 
tionate sums  that  have  been  expended  in 
conferring  great  benefits  upon  property,  I  say 
it  is  only  right  that  property  should  bear  the 
heaviest  portion  of  the  burden  of  taxation  in 
the  colony.  From  official  papers  put  before 
honourable  members  last  session  it  appears 
that  1,800  people  hold  rather  more  than  one- 
third  of  the  taxable  property  in  this  colony. 
The  proposal  of  the  late  Colonial  Treasurer 
was  that  the  increase  in  the  property-tax 
should  fall  on  5,000  of  the  richest  property- 
owners  in  the  colony,  persons  owning  £8,000 
and  upwards  each.  If  the  exemptions  were 
increased  tho  payers  of  the  property-tax  would 
be  still  fewer,  and  the  property- tax  would 
become  virtually  a  land-tax  on  a  few  large 
holders.  If  we  look  at  papers  placed  with  one  of 
the  present  Treasurer's  Financial  Statements 
we  shall  find  this:  that  about  1,800  people 
hold  property  to  the  amount  of  £28,000,000, 
while  the  bulk  of  the  taxation  falls  on  32,000 
people  who  own  an  equal  amount.  I  say  that 
this  taxation  being  laid  on  the  smaller  people 
is  most  unjust.  It  is  not  merely  a  question  of 
the  value  of  the  property  held  by  this  small 
number  of  pcKiple,  but  the  injury  which  Uiese 
people  are  doing  by  holding  the  large  amount 
of  land  which  is  not  put  to  any  satisfactory 
use.  I  i>ointed  out  the  other  night  that  there 
were  ninety  people  who  hold  estates  which 
aggregate  2,250,000  acres,  and  t.he  consequence 
is  that  all  the  wealth  which  should  come 
from  that  soil  or  property  to  enrich  us  is  lost 
to  the  State, '  because  the  land  is  not  only 
owned  by  a  few,  some  of  whom  live  out  of  the 
country,  but  it  ia  also  locked  up  against  the 
population  which  might  live  on  it.  That  land 
might  carry  a  hundred  thousand  people.  These 
are  the  things  which  we  should  consider  in 
connection  with  the  question  of  taxation  and 
the  large  burdens  that  we  are  going  to  lay  on 
the  people.    It  should  be  one  of  the  questions 
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that  should  be  taken  into  consideration  by  this 
House.  Ko  doubt  it  may  be  said  that  the 
honourable  member  for  Woodville  would  have 
an  opportunity  of  bringing  forward  this  ques- 
tion next  session,  when  it  might  be  fairly  con- 
sidered ;  but  it  is  very  difficult  for  any  mem- 
ber of  this  House,  howovei-  skilful  he  may  be  in 
the  use  of  the  rules  of  this  House,  to  get  a 
question  of  that  sort  before  the  House,  so  that 
it  may  be  fairly  considered.  Even  supposing 
that  he  gets  it  on  the  Order  Paper,  and  it  is 
called  on,  tlio  question  is  probably  talked  out 
before  a  decision  can  be  come  to  on  it. 

An  Hon.  IiIkmbeb. — Do  it  in  the  early  part 
of  the  session. 

Mr.  TUKNBCLL.  —  If  you  do  it  ever  so 
early  in  the  session  you  find  yoiir  motion  is 
talked  out,  and  that  there  is  uo  opportunity  of 
gettuig  any  decision  at  all  in  the  matter.  At 
the  present  time  there  are  1,182  people  who 
own  from  1,000  to  5,000  acres  of  land  ;  there 
are  171  people  who  hold  from  5,000  to  10,000 
acres  each;  there  are  141  people  who  own 
from  10,000  to  20,000  acres  each  ;  there  arc  273 
who  own  from  20,000  to  50,000  acres  each ; 
twenty  who  own  from  50,000  to  100,000  acres 
each ;  and  Rovtn  who  own  over  100,000  acres 
each.  Tbis  land,  proportionately,  yields  very 
little  in  the  shape  of  taxation  ;  and  we  might 
well  consider  on  this  occasion  whether  wo  are 
doing  justly  in  bringing  down  a  tax  which, 
though  it  taxes  each  person  equally  so  far  as 
the  rate  of  the  tax  is  concerned,  does  not  tax 
them  equally  so  far  as  regards  their  ability  to 
pay,  and  the  benefit  that  they  derive  from  the 
money  expended  in  the  colony.  The  late 
Plemier  stated  in  his  place  in  this  House,  and 
the  late  Colonial  Treasurer  stated  in  his  place 
here  to-night,  that  what  really  caused  the  down- 
fall of  the  late  Ministry  was  simply  this :  that 
they  proposed  to  make  these  people  pay  pro- 
gressive taxation.  And  of  that  there  cannot  bo 
the  slightest  doubt.  The  late  Treasurer  said 
just  now — and  he  was  not  contradicted — that, 
if  he  would  have  given  up  bis  property- tax 
proposals,  anything  else  the  late  Oovernmcnt 
mi^t  have  proposed  in  the  way  of  revising 
the  taxation  could  have  been  carried  —  that 
everything  else  would  have  been  carried  if  they 
only  would  have  abandoned  this  particular 
proposal. 

Mr.  FISHER.— No. 

Mr.  TURNBULL.  — Well,  that  was  stated 
by  the  late  Colonial  Treasurer  to-night ;  and  if 
the  honourable  gentleman  who  says  "  No  "  had 
been  in  the  House  at  the  time  he  would  have 
heard  the  statement,  and  then  would  have 
been  his  time  to  have  said  that  it  was  not  cor- 
rect. I  heard  that  statement,  and  I  believe  it 
was  the  fact.  At  any  rate,  we  have  no  right  to 
doubt  any  man's  assertion  made  in  this  House 
and  before  the  full  House ;  and  it  would  have 
been  more  courageous  in  the  Minister  of  Edu- 
cation to  have  challenged  the  statement  when 
it  was  mode  rather  than  to  do  it  when  the 
honourable  gentleman  making  it  was  out  of 
the  House. 

Mr.  FISHER.— We  challenged  them  in  the 
country.     That  was  the  proper  pl&ce, 
Mr.  TumbuU 


Mr.  TURNBULL.—"  We  challenged  them 
in  the  country  I "  Why,  the  people  in  the 
country  never  heard  it.  This  is  the  place  to 
challenge  them.  Do  you  wont  to  go  behind 
the  people's  bocks  ?  Here  is  the  place  to  have 
things  of  this  sort  brought  out,  and  not 
in  the  country.  If  you  wish  to  correct  » 
statement  it  should  be  corrected  at  the  time. 
There  is  not  the  slightest  doubt  about  tiie 
enormous  pressure  brought  to  bear  against  the 
late  Government  by  the  great  monetary  and 
landed  corporations  and  the  large  landed  pro- 
prietors, and  that  that  was  the  main  reason 
for  the  change.  The  honourable  member  for 
Gaversham  says  that  he  has  a  long  list  of  what 
the  late  Oovemment  did.  But  what  public 
man  is  there  who  has  been  before  the  pub- 
lic for  years,  like  the  late  Colonial  Treasurer, 
who  has  not  committed  blunders  ?  We  aze 
none  of  us  perfect ;  and  to  say  that  a  man  who 
has  occupied  important  public  positions  for 
many  years  has  made  mistakes  is  only  saying 
what  might  be  expected  of  him.  But  I  am 
afraid  that,  to  use  the  language  of  Shake- 
speare, the  honourable  member  for  Cayersham 
is  a  chronicler  of  small  beer.  Great  actions  he 
takes  no  notice  of,  but  trifling  errors  he  brings 
before  the  public  in  glaring  colours.  By  the 
returns  placed  on  the  table  it  seems  that  there 
are  1,140  people  —  absentees  —  who  own  nine 
million  pounds'  worth  of  property ;  and,  then, 
yon  have  companies  who  hold  another  five 
million  pounds'  worth ;  so  that  these  two  bodies 
—  the  absentees  and  the  companies — alone 
hold  nearly  fourteen  million  pounds'  worth  of 
property.  And,  considering  the  largo  advan- 
tages they  obtain  from  the  expenditure  of 
public  money,  I  sliould  like  to  know  why  this 
House  is  not  warranted  in  saying  to  these 
people,  "  You  must  pay  a  progressive  property- 
tax."  I  cannot  see  any  reason  why  a  pro- 
gi'essivo  property-tax  slinuld  not  be  enforced. 
In  the  first  place,  these  people  have  the  largest 
properties  in  the  colony ;  and  the  wealth 
which  those  properties  give  all  goes  out  of  the 
colony.  Then,  as  regards  the  mortgagees, 
they  are  drawing  out  of  the  colony  all  that 
is  produced.  Unfortunately,  many  of  the 
mortgages  were  made  when  wheat  was  bringing 
4s.  6d.  a  bushel.  It  was  unfortunate  not  only 
for  those  who  mortgaged  the  property  but  for 
those  who  advanced  the  money  that  such 
heavy  advances  were  made  at  that  time.  Tbp 
position  now  is  that  the  persons  who  borrowed 
cannot  pay,  while  those  who  advanced  the 
money  find  the  securities  are  not  worth  the 
money  which  they  advanced.  StUI,  the  fact 
remains  that  all  the  money  that  is  made  in  the 
colony  goes  to  these  mortgagees ;  and  I  can 
see  no  reason  why  the  colony  should  not  ob- 
tain revenue  from  the  persons  who  draw  this 
wealth  out  of  the  colony.  At  the  present  time 
we  are  simply  going  to  i-uin.  Let  us  look  at 
the  position  of  the  colony  as  plainly  as  we  cao. 
We  find  that  the  private  indcbteidness  of  ths 
colony  is,  in  the  first  place,  under  the  T.And 
Transfer  Act,  something  like  £31,000,000.  I 
am  not  going  to  anticipate  a  debato  on  the  loan, 
but  honourable  members  who  talk  about  loans 
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most  remember  that,  if  we  do  not  borrow  as  a 
colony,  individuals  must  do  so.  The  private 
indebtedness  last  year  increased  by  two  mil- 
lions of  money;  so  that  it  will  be  an  ac- 
tual necessity,  whether  the  Loan  Bill  goes 
on  or  not,  that  one  of  two  things  will  hap- 
pen :  Either  the  Government  must  borrow, 
or  private  individuals  must  borrow ;  and  I 
say  that  private  owners  are  in  this  posi- 
tion in  this  country :  that  they  cannot  borrow 
any  more.  Of  course  it  may  be  said  that  this 
is  simply  a  transfer  of  old  mortgages  to  new ; 
but  I  will  ask  any  honourable  gentlcmaji  who 
takes  up  this  Land  Transfer  paper  and  looks 
over  it  whether  the  figures  1  have  given  do 
not  represent  the  actual  new  indebtedness.. 
There  is  £81,000,000  there ;  then  we  go  to  the 
banks,  and  find  that  they  have  advanced 
£15,000,000— £11,500,000  advanced  on  personal 
property,  and  upwards  of  £3,000,000  on  bills  dis- 
counteci— that  is,  £45,000,000 ;  then,  it  is  well 
known  that  on  the  Stock  Exchange  debentures 
have  been  floated  from  private  companies  to 
the  amount  of  another  £10,000,000 :  in  round 
numbers  this  accounts  for  not  much  short  of 
£57,000,000.  Then,  we  know  that  our  private 
bodies  have  borrowed  to  the  amount  of  an- 
other five  millions ;  so  that  the  interest  which 
we  have  to  pay  out  of  the  colony  on  our  in- 
debtedness amounts  to  about  three  millions  a 
year.  Taking  it  at  a  very  low  rate  of  interest, 
we  have  to  pay  no  less  than  that  sum  annually 
for  the  indebtedness  of  the  country.  Of  course 
there  is  this  to  be  said  :  that  we  have  borrowed 
fourteen  millions  from  ourselves  —  that  is  ad- 
mitted. But  take  this  fourteen  millions  from 
the  private  indebtedness  and  you  will  find  that 
it  takes  nearly  three  millions  a  year  to  cover 
the  amount  that  we  have  to  send  Home  to 
pay  interest  due  by  private  borrowers.  This 
is  one  of  the  great  evils  of  the  country.  It  is 
one  which  any  statesman  ought  to  take  into 
consideration  at  once;  because — it  does  not 
matter  how  wisely  the  affairs  of  the  colony  are 
conducted,  what  economy  is  shown — so  long 
as  individuals  are  allowed  to  incur  such  large 
indebtedness  on  the  landed  property  of  the 
colony  nothing  but  ruin  can  ensue  from  it. 
Leaving  out  of  the  calculation  the  £1,700,000 
of  interest  which  we  have  to  pay  on  our  own 
debt,  that  is  the  amount  that  has  to  be  paid 
on  account  of  private  indebtedness.  The  ques- 
tion now  is.  What  have  we  to  come  in  with 
yhich  to  pay  that  amount  ?  All  that  we  have 
is  what  we  can  produce ;  and,  when  we  have 
paid  the  million  and  a  half  of  public  indebted- 
ness, all  that  we  have  got  is  about  seven 
millions  of  money  to  pay  the  yearly  ten  mil- 
lions tliat  we  have  to  pay  for  interest  smd 
for  what  merchandise  we  require  from  the 
Home-country. 

Mr.  TAYLOE.— I  should  like  to  rise  to  a 
point  of  order.  I  do  not  know  whether  the 
honourable  member  for  Timaru  is  in  order  in 
repeating  a  speech  which  we  have  already 
heard  so  many  times  during  this  session. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— There  is  no  point  of  order 
in  that. 


Mr.  TURNBULL.— My  object  is  to  get  this 
House  to  recognise  the  position  that  this  coun- 
try is  in.  I  feel  that  there  can  be  no  salvation 
for  this  country,  nothing  to  lift  it  out  of  its 
present  difiiculties,  until  the  Oovernmont  come 
down  with  a  strong  and  merciless  hand  to  tax 
this  property — these  large  properties  which  ore 
the  cause  of  the  misery  that  now  exists  in  the 
country — until  they  are  taxed  to  such  an  ex- 
tent that  the  proprietors  are  compelled  to 
break  them  up  and  throw  them  open  for  the 
use  of  the  people.  Let  me  ask.  What  does 
this  3,250,000  acres  mean?  Take  two  mil- 
lions of  acres,  and  what  would  it  produce  to 
the  country,  even  at  the  low  price  of  wheat 
now  ?  What  is  the  wealth  shut  out  from  the 
country  now  by  this  land  being  occupied  by 
sheep,  instead  of  producing  grain?  It  is  quite 
true  that  grain  is  at  a  low  price,  and  it  is 
natural  that  men  should  enter  into  Uiat  branoli 
of  industry  that  will  pay  best;  but  I  say 
there  arc  questions  arising  under  this  state 
of  things  which  affect  not  merely  the  welfare 
of  individuals,  but  the  welfare  of  the  State ; 
and  I  am  convinced  that,  unless  steps  are 
taken  in  time,  there  is  no  hope  of  our  being 
lifted  out  of  our  present  difficulties.  We  are 
now  driven,  as  the  Treasurer  has  told  us,  to 
every  kind  of  shift  to  do  what,  in  homely 
language,  is  expressed  by  the  phrase  "  make 
both  ends  meet."  We  are  carrying  out  what 
we  call  a  system  of  retrenchment ;  but  what  is 
that  but  taking  money  from  ourselves  ?  There 
is  not  a  penny  saved  by  this  system  of  re- 
trenchment bat  what  we  are  taking  from  our- 
selves, and  chat  is  going  to  increase  the  miseries 
and  misfortunes  of  the  country.  There  may 
be  £20,000  accumulated  by  the  savings  of  in- 
dividuals out  of  all  the  moneys  paid  away 
in  salaries,  and  the  remainder  of  the  money 
will  be  taiken  out  of  circulation,  increasing 
the  miseries  of  the  people.  Why  are  the 
Customs  duties  falling  off  to  such  an  extra- 
ordinary extent?  Some  of  that  decrease  may 
be  traced  to  the  more  economical  habits  of  the 
people,  but  a  great  deal  of  it  arises  from  the 
fact  that  the  people  simply  have  not  the  power 
to  spend.  With  our  Customs  revenue  falling 
off,  what  are  we  doing  ?  We  are  retrenching — 
that  is,  taking  money  out  of  circulation.  The 
imports  were  a  million  less  last  year,  and  we 
may  reckon  now  that  £500,000  a  year  more  will 
be  taken  out  of  circulation;  and  there  is  no 
doubt  that  this  will  increase  the  falling-oS.  in 
our  imports.  If  any  one  will  just  look  over  the 
bank  accounts  he  will  find  that  within  twelve 
months  discounts  have  fallen  otl  to  the  amount 
of  one  million.  This  seriously  affects  the 
whole  community.  In  a  small  community  like 
this  you  cannot  take  a  million  out  of  circula- 
tion without  affecting  the  whole  commanity 
very  much.  And  now  we  are  going  to  take  an- 
other £500,000  out  of  circulation,  and  to  reduce 
the  public  expenditure  at  the  rate  of  £1,000  per 
day  almost,  that  is  to  say,  to  the  extent  of 
£i270,00O  a  yeu,  and  to  make  a  reduction  of 
£27,000  a  month  in  the  public-works  expen- 
diture. Sir,  I  maintain  that  some  system 
of  progressive  taxation  should  be  adopted.    Of 
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course  it  may  be  pointed  out  that  this  is  not 
the  proper  place  or  time  to  enforce  this.  But  I 
do  not  think  it  is  possible  at  any  time  for  any 
individual  priTate  member  to  do  anything  in 
the  -way  of  increasing  taxation ;  yet  still  I  think 
this  is  one  of  those  subjects  to  which  attention 
should  be  called.  An  honourable  gentleman 
asks  what  is  the  object  of  this.  What  was  the 
object  of  the  prophet,  what  was  the  mission 
that  he  was  sent  on  ?  "  Go,  tell  this  people, 
whether  they  will  hear  or  whether  they  will 
forbear."  I  reckon  it  is  my  duty,  whether 
members  stay  in  this  House  to  hear  it  or  not, 
it  is  still  my  duty,  as  a  member  of  this 
House,  as  far  as  I  possibly  can  to  state  the 
real  position  of  the  country.  Mow,  it  appears 
that  341  people  in  this  colony  hold  property 
amounting  to  16,871,666  acres.  These  are  the 
people  who,  I  say,  ought  to  pay  the  progressive 
property-tax.  We  should  get  at  these  people. 
These  should  bear  the  burden  of  the  country. 
Who  have  received  the  benefit  of  the  large  public 
expenditure,  and  who  are  locking  up  our  rail- 
ways from  being  used,  our  telegraphs  from 
being  used,  and  our  Customs  duties  from  being 
increased  ?  These  people  hold  human  nature 
in  abomination,  for,  if  they  advertise  for  a  man 
to  help  them  in  occupying  the  large  holdings, 
he  must  deaden  himself  to  all  feelings  of 
humanity  or  he  will  be  scouted.  If  he  has, 
unfortunately,  taken  a  wife  and  has  a  family 
he  has  no  chance  of  getting  a  home.  These 
people  are  sliutting  up  the  country  against 
settlement.  I  pointed  out  the  other  night  one 
estate  of  40,000  acres  that  has  only  ten  single 
men  upon  it ;  and  it  is  some  of  the  most  fertile 
land  in  the  colony  I  If  that  estate  were  pro- 
perly occupied  it  would  carry  a  population  of 
some  two  thousand  or  three  thousand  people, 
and  would  add  to  the  Customs  revenue  a 
sum  of  £6,000  a  year.  And  what  is  it 
now  contributing?  It  is  contributing  £60  a 
year  through  the  Customs,  and  whatever  the 
property-tax  may  be.  If  that  property  were  cut 
up  and  settled,  instead  of  being  occupied  by 
people  paying  £60  a  year  it  would  be  occu- 
pied by  people  who  would  pay  through  the 
Customs  at  the  very  least  £8,000.  I  say 
that  no  individuals  have  any  right  to  hold 
property  to  the  injury  of  the  State  to  that  ex- 
tent. And  no  sophistry  can  ever  prove  that 
those  men  have  a  right  to  hold  these  lands.  I 
would  be  one  of  the  last  to  interfere  with  any 
one  holding  land  to  any  extent  if  he  chooses 
to  pay  the  State  the  loss  sui!ered  through 
such  holding ;  but,  at  the  same  time,  the 
State  must  not  be  allowed  to  suffer  because 
any  one  chooses  to  hold  land  and  to  lock  it 
up  against  settlement.  It  is  the  object  of  this 
Oovemment — and  it  is  why  they  are  placed  on 
those  benches,  though  they  do  not  know  it 
themselves — it  is  the  object  of  those  who  pull 
the  strings,  the  loan  companies  and  banks,  to 
keep  them  on  those  benches  that  they  should 
unduly  protect  property  and  prevent  it  beating 
a  fair  share  of  the  public  buidens.  I  will  give 
a  list  of  ninety  estates  in  the  South  Island 
alone.    There  are  in — 

Mr.  TurribuU 


Estates.  ^"^^"K- 

Cheviot 

..       3 

..     170,000 

Marlborough 

..     11 

..     309,000 

Kaikoura 

..      2 

. .       41,400 

Amuri 

..      8 

. .     248,000 

Ashley 

..      4 

..     116,000 

Selwyn 

..      2 

..       35,000 

Ashburton 

..      4 

..       44,600 

Geraldine 

4 

. .       60,000 

Waimate 

..      11 

. .     282,000 

Waitaki 

..       8 

..     153,000 

Waikouaiti 

..       2 

. .       39,000 

Clutha 

..       4 

..     125,000 

Tuapeka 

..       4 

..     115,000 

Southland 

..     16 

. .     431,000 

Wallace 

..      7 

..     110,000 

90         2,279,000 

Now,  it  is  estimated  that  the  whole  popnlst- 
tion  these  ninety  estates  carry,  at  the  pre- 
sent time,  ^ving  the  most  liberal  estimate,  is 
not  more  than  2,700  people — that  is,  so  far  as 
can  be  ascertained,  the  number  of  people  living 
on  that  large  amount  of  land.  It  is  an  avera^ 
of  thirty  souls  to  each  estate,  and  I  think  that 
exceeds  the  average.  What  would  be  the  conse- 
quence if  these  estates  were  cut  up  into  reason- 
able farms  ?  They  would  give  us  15,000  decent- 
sized  farms,  and  those  farms  would  carry  100,000 
people.  I  appeal  to  the  Colonial  Treasurer 
to  see  to  this.  These  owners  are  depriving  so 
many  of  a  living  upon  the  lands ;  and,  while 
the  bulk  of  the  population  are  bearing  hardens 
heavy  and  grievous  to  be  home,  no  mors  is 
demanded  from  the  owners  of  these  large 
estates,  who  have  a  monopoly  of  wealth,  than 
from  a  man  who  has  got  a  small  fifty-acra 
farm.  I  say  that  where  the  State  gives  to 
individuals  a  monopoly  of  wealth  it  is  per- 
fectly right  that  those  people  should  contri- 
bute to  the  State  according  to  the  extent  of 
that  wealth. 

Bill  read  a  second  time. 

The  House  adjourned  at  twenty  minutes  to 
two  o'clock  a.m. 


LEGISLATIVE  COUNCIL. 

Thursday,  ISth  December,  1887. 

First  Beading— Bocond  Beadiogs — ^Thlrd  Beadlnn— 
Library— Pnblio  Bodies'  Lmsoholda  Act— Omba- 
oko  Case— Wellington  College  and  Girls'  High 
School  Bill — A.  Owen — Native  Land  Administra- 
tion Bill— Ota«o  Central  Railway  Bill. 

The  Hon.  the  Speaker  took  the  chair  at 
half-past  two  o'clock. 

Pbatebs. 

FIRST  READING. 
Government  Railways  Bill. 

SECOND  READINGS. 
Christchurch    Hospital    Bill,    Chiistohurch 
Drainage  Board  Reserves  Sale  and  Ezohiogs 
Bill,  Building  Societies  Bill. 
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THIRD  BEADINGS. 

Kative  Land  Court  Bill,  Maoii  Heal  Estate 
Management  Bill,  New  Plymouth  Borough 
and  Harbour  Board  Street  and  Reserve  Ex- 
lihange  Bill. 

LIBBABY. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  JOHKSON  moved,  That,  in 
order  to  vnmda  for  the  management  of  the 
library  during  the  recess,  the  resolutions  in 
force  during  the  past  recess  shall  be  in  force 
during  the  coming  recess,  namely, — (1.)  That 
the  memhers  of  both  Houses  nf  Parliament  re- 
siding in  or  v>it)un  fifteen  miles  of  Wellington 
be  the  Library  Committee  for  the  approaching 
recess  ;  three  to  form  a  quorum,  (g.)  That  tlie 
list  of  persons  to  be  admitted  to  the  full  privi- 
leges of  the  General  Assembly  library  during 
the  recess  be  the  same  as  that  during  the  past 
recess.  (3.)  That  visitors  may,  on  application 
to  tlie  Chairman,  be  admitted  to  the  library  for 
the  purpose  of  reference.  (4.)  That  literary 
workers  or  stv^nts  of  a  special  subject  may,  at 
the  discretion  of  the  Chairman,  be  permitted  to 
take  out  specified  works  on  that  subject. 

Motion  agreed  to ;  and  it  was  ordered  that  a 
message  be  sent  to  the  House  of  Kepresenta- 
tives  asking  for  their  concurrence  in  the 
motion. 

PUBLIC  BODIES'  LEASEHOLDS  ACT. 

The  Hon.  Colonel  BRETT,  in  moving  the 
motion  standing  in  his  name,  said  that  the 
printing  of  the  report  would  not  be  an  expen- 
sive matter ;  it  was  very  short. 

Motion  made,  and  question  proposed,  "  That 
the  report  upon  Petition  No.  28,  of  twenty-two 
settlers  of  Wyndham,  praying  for  amendment 
of '  The  Fublu  Bodies  Leaseholds  Act,  1886,'  be 
referred  to  the  Government  for  their  considera- 
tion, and  be  printed." — {Hon.  Colonel  Bbett.) 

The  Hon.  Mr.  STEVENS  said  there  was 
no  objection  to  the  printing  of  the  report,  so 
far  as  the  Government  were  concerned.  He 
might,  however,  take  the  opportunity  of  saying 
that  a  Bill  was  now  before  Parliament,  and  he 
hoped  it  would  reach  the  Council,  which  would, 
he  thought,  meet  the  case  in  question. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  PHARAZYN  pointed  out  that 
the  motion  wsls  more  thsua  that  the  report  be 
printed  —  it  was  also  that  it  should  oe  for- 
warded to  the  Government  for  consideration. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  REYNOLDS  thought  there 
would  be  no  use  in  printing  it,  as  it  contained 
nothing.  He  moved,  Tliat  the  words  "  and  be 
printed  "  be  struck  oui.  It  was  quite  sufficient 
that  it  should  be  referred  to  the  Government. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  MANTELL  submitted  that  to 
print  the  report  of  the  Committee  without  the 
petition  would  be  like  printing  an  answer  to  a 
conundrum  without  printing  the  question.  He 
suggested  the  adjournment  of  the  debate  until 
the  Council  hod  had  an  opportunity  of  con- 
sidering the  Bill  referred  to  oy  the  Hon.  Mr. 
Stevens. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  McLEAN  thought  that  the 
amendment  of  the  Hon.  Mr.  Beynolds  would 
meet  the  necessities  of  the  case. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  SHEPHARD  was  satisfied 
that  the  words  "  be  printed  "  got  into  the  report 


by  a  olerioal  error,  because  the  Committee 
never  intended  that  the  report  should  be 
printed,  for,  as  the  honourable  gentleman  had 
said,  there  was  nothing  in  it  at  all. 

Amendment  carried. 

Motion,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

OWHAOKO  CASE. 
The  Hon.  Mr.  MANTELL,  in  moving  the 
motion  standing  in  his  name,  said, — Sir,  this  is 
another  question  of  printing,  but  it  is  one  on 
which  I  think  the  labour  will  be  of  a  little 
more  use  to  the  Council  than  in  the  other  case. 
In  the  early  part  of  the  session  a  paper  was,  on 
the  motion  of  the  Hon.  Mr.  Shrimski,  laid  on 
the  table  relating  to  the  Owhaoko  lands,  which 
purported  to  be  the  evidence  in  Court  of  the 
hearing  of  the  Owhaoko-Kaimanawa  lands. 
This  paper  was  laid  on  the  table  and  ordered  to 
be  pnnted.  It  is  numbered  Legislative  Council 
No.  1,  but  is  referred  to  in  other  papers  as  G.-4. 
It  is  an  extract  from  the  evidence,  which  the 
Council  will  perceive  has  nothing  to  do  with 
the  case  which  was  before  the  Court.  The 
evidence  given  in  this  paper  simply  relates  to 
the  mode  in  which  the  application  for  a  re- 
hearing was  withdrawn.  It  was  not,  I  submit, 
evidence  such  as  should  have  been  taken  by 
the  Court,  and  was,  moreover,  on  injustice  to 
absent  persons ;  and  it  was  not  such  as  I 
think  it  is  fair  to  leave  alone  amongst  our 
records.  Therefore  it  is  that,  with  the  permis- 
sion of  the  Government,  I  have  gone  through 
the  papers,  and  have  moved  that  they  be  laid 
on  the  table.  According  to  this  evidence  Dr. 
BuUer  is  said  to  have  supplied  the  Natives 
with  drink,  so  as  to  get  their  signatures ;  and 
also  to  have  substituted  one  paper  for  another, 
so  that,  when  the  Natives  were  really  signing  a 
paper  withdrawing  their  application  for  a  re- 
hearing, they  thought  they  were  signing  an 
application  to  have  their  names  registered 
among  the  owners  of  the  block.  This  evidence, 
if  you  come  to  look  into  it,  is  merely  hearsay 
evidence;  and  the  man  has  the  audacity  to 
utter  what  I  believe  to  be  lies  in  the  presence 
of  the  Court,  but  he  does  not  profess  to  speak 
from  his  own  observation,  but  simply  states  it 
as  something  ho  has  heard.  And,  of  those  who 
were  stated  to  have  been  mode  drtink  by  Dr. 
BuUer's  rum,  two  were  present  in  the  Court  and 
were  not  examined ;  and  subsequently  the  Court 
would  seem  to  have  recognised  the  irrelevance 
of  this  so-called  evidence  sufficiently  to  think  it 
not  worth  silting.  But,  at  the  same  time,  I 
think  it  behoves  us  to  put  on  record  whatever 
we  con  which  tends  to  show  how  it  is  that 
such  prominence  has  been  given  to  such  a 
paper  as  this  Legislative  Council  paper  No.  1, 
Subsequently  to  this,  the  Attorney-General  has 
read  a  letter  from  Mr.  Warren,  manager  at 
Owhaoko,  contradicting  the  reports  contained 
in  the  evidence.  The  papers  to  be  laid  on  the 
table  ate  to  meet  the  object  I  have  in  view ; 
and  if  the  Council  pass  the  resolution  I  shall 
with  pleasure  submit  to  the  examination  of  the 
Hon.  the  Attorney-General  as  to  which  of  the 
papers  shall  be  printed  tn  extenso,  and  which 
shall  simply  be  printed  in  a  condensed  form ; 
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80  that  the  paper  as  printed  and  laid  on  the 
table  will  be  a  recital  oi  the  circumstances  con- 
nected with  this  case.  The  budget  supplied  by 
the  Native  Office  is  more  bulky  than  I  expected. 
I  should,  in  justice  to  the  officers  of  that  de- 
partment, state  that  the  papers  were  made  so 
bulky  through  everything  relative  to  the  case 
being  placed  with  them,  so  that  hereafter  there 
might  be  no  suspicion  whatever  that  any 
papers  relating  to  the  matter  had  been  sup- 
pressed. With  this  understanding,  that  the 
printing  of  these  papers  shall  not  necessarily 
involve  the  printing  in  extenso  of  the  whole  of 
these  papers,  many  of  which  are  unimportant, 
I  move  the  resolution  standing  in  my  name. 

Motion  made,  and  question  proposed,  "  Tliat 
the  furtlier  papers  cm  the  Owliaoko  case  be 
printed." — (Hon.  Mr.  Makteld.) 

The  Hon.  Mr.  SHRIMSKI.— I  have  no 
objection  whatever  to  the  motion ;  but  it  seems 
to  me  the  Attotney-Oeneral  might  have  saved 
a  great  deal  of  trouble  and  discussion  in  this 
matter.  When  I  moved  that  these  papers  be 
printed  the  Attorney-General  took  objection  to 
it,  and  stated  that  while  he  was  in  this  Coun- 
cil he  would  endeavour  to  reduce  the  cost  of 
printing.  But  he  ultimately  agreed  to  have  a 
-single  paper  printed.  Even  the  judgment  he 
refused  to  print ;  and  now  we  are  asked  to  have 
the  whole  of  the  documents  which  have  been 
laid  on  the  table  printed.  The  Attorney-Gene- 
ral refused  to  have  them  printed  at  my  request, 
and  I  find  now  that  he  is  perfectly  willing  to 
allow  the  papers  to  be  printed  at  the  request 
of  another  honourable  gentleman.  I  think  I 
have  as  much  right  to  receive  courtesy  and 
attention  from  the  Government  as  any  other 
honourable  member  in  this  Council;  and  I 
say,  by  acting  as  he  has  done,  he  has  shown 
party  feeling,  and  has  not  treated  me  as  he 
should  have  done.  I  am  not  making  an 
apology :  I  merely  want  to  show  the  Council 
the  manner  in  which  some  honourable  gentle- 
men are  treated  compared  with  others.  If 
the  cost  of  printing  one  paper  at  that  time 
was  too  much,  I  do  not  see  why  the  expense 
of  printing  the  whole  should  be  reasonable 
now.  I  fail  to  seo  why  the  Attorney-General 
allows  this  motion  to  be  put  without  saying  a 
word  about  the  matter. 

The  Hon.  McLBAN. — I  am  afraid  the  paper 
which  has  been  printed  necessitates  the  prmt- 
ing  of  further  papers.  I  am  sorry  that  the 
Government  should  have  allowed  a  paper  such 
AS  the  one  referred  to  to  be  printed  and  circu- 
lated. I  know  nothing  of  the  circumstances 
of  the  case,  but  I  say  that  the  printing  and 
«irculating  of  such  a  paper  as  that  is  not  fair 
to  the  persons  concerned.  One's  nature  rebels 
against  such  a  thing;  and,  whatever  the  cir- 
cumstances may  be,  every  man  is  entitled  to 
fair-play,  and  I  certainly  think  that,  by  the 
printing  of  this  document,  the  party  con- 
cerned has  not  had  fair-play.  Whatever  may 
be  the  cost  of  printing,  it  is  only  just  that 
these  further  papers  should  be  printed  and 
placed  alongside  of  the  others.  I  believe  the 
whole  thing  has  been  a  mistake.  I  do  not 
ihink  the  honourable  gentleman  who  asked  for 
Son.  Mr.  ManteU 


these  papers  to  be  printed  really  realised  what 
he  wan  getting  printed  at  the  time.  I  am  snre 
he  did  not  realise  it,  or  he  would  not  have 
asked  that  the  papers  be  printed.  It  is  one  of 
those  cases  in  which  people  make  a  mistake, 
and  it  is  too  late  to  rectify  it  after  the  papers 
are  in  print. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  SHRIMSKI.— I  did  not  know 
the  contents  of  the  documents.  I  merely 
asked  that  the  whole  of  the  papers  in  con- 
nection with  this  case  should  be  printed.  The 
Attorney-General  refused  that  request.  I  saw 
the  letters  of  Judge  Fenton  and  Six  Walter 
Bnller,  and  they  raised  my  curiosity,  and  there- 
fore I  wanted  to  know  the  rest  of  the  case. 

The  Hon.  Captain  FRASER.— I  would  sug- 
gest to  the  Hon.  Mr.  Mantell  that  two  other 
members  of  the  Council  should  select  the 
papers  that  should  be  printed,  so  that  it  might 
not  be  thought  that  the  printed  papers  are 
simply  an  ex  parte  statement. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  MANTELL.— In  referenoe  to 
the  Hon.  Captain  Fraser's  suggestion,  I  may 
say  that  I  tiiink  it  is  an  excellent  one,  and  I 
shall  be  glad  to  consent  to  such  an  arrange- 
ment. My  only  object  has  been  to  endeavour 
to  get  further  light  thrown  on  the  matter.  I 
agree,  however,  with  the  Hon.  Mr.  McLean 
that  it  is  a  great  pity  these  papers  were  ever 
printed  at  all.  I  do  not  think  the  Hon.  Mr. 
Shrimski  has  any  resison  for  complaint  in  the 
matter.  I  fancy  that  the  papers  for  which  he 
moved  were  prepared  for  laying  on  the  table 
before  the  session  began,  and  that  the  present 
Attorney-General  had  no  time  to  look  into  the 
question.  I  am  happy  to  say  that  I  believe 
the  Government  will  consent  to  the  judgments 
being  printed;  and  it  is  very  important  that 
they  should  be  printed,  because  the  first  judg- 
ment—-that  delivered  by  Judge  Mair,  a  brother- 
in-law,  I  believe,  of  the  gentleman  maligned  in 
this  paper — was  entirely  upset  by  the  second 
judgment — that  of  Judge  Wilson.  Among 
other  discrepancies,  I  see  that  in  the  first 
judgment  Renata  Kawepo  was  awarded  eighty 
or  ninety  thousand  acres.  It  appears  that  on 
the  second  judgment  it  was  held  that  Renata 
Kawepo  was  not  entitled  to  anything.  These 
judgments  will  probably  not  occupy  more  space 
than  four  sides  of  an  Order  Paper,  and  I  think 
evetybody  would  admit  that  they  should  be 
placed  on  record,  so  that  those  who  wish  to 
estimate  the  value  of  a  Native  Land  Court 
judgment  may  have,  at  any  rate,  two  speci- 
mens alongside  of  each  other  for  comparison. 
It  may  guide  us  hereafter. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

WELLINGTON  COLLEGE  AND  GIRIiS" 

HIGH  SCHOOL  BILL. 
The  Hon.  Mr.  McLEAN  said  he  wished, 
before  the  Council  proceeded  to  the  orders  of 
the  day,  to  call  attention  to  a  mistake  which 
occurred  last  evening  in  the  division-list  on  the 
Wellington  College  and  Girls'  High  School  BUL 
He  was  always  ready  to  fight  a  Bill  when  he 
was  opposed  to  it,  but  he  did  not  like  to  take 
advantage  of  any  mistake  which  might  be 
made  in  the  taking  of  a  division  on  the  Bill. 
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Tberefote  he  woald  Mk  the  Hon.  the  Speaker 
to  request  the  Hon.  Major  Wahawaha  to  say 
how  he  voted  on  that  occasion.  The  Inter- 
preter informed  him  (Mr.  McLean)  that  the 
honourable  gentleman  voted  for  the  Bill.  If 
that  was  so,  it  made  this  difference :  that  the 
Bill  was  carried  by  one  vote  instead  of  being 
defeated  by  one  vote.  Standing  Orders  79  and 
80  referred  to  a  case  such  as  this.  These 
Standing  Orders  were  as  follow : — 

"  79.  In  case  of  confusion  or  error  concerning 
the  numbers  reported,  unless  the  same  can  be 
otherwise  corrected  the  Counoil  will  proceed 
to  a  second  division. 

"  80.  If  the  numbers  have  been  inaccurately 
reported,  the  Council,  on  being  afterwards  in- 
formed thereof,  will  order  the  Journals  to  be 
corrected." 

The  Hon.  Mr.  WATEBHOUSE  said  if  there 
had  been  any  error  he  was  sorry  for  its  occur- 
rence. At  we  same  time,  he  might  say  he 
took  down  the  names  as  the  votes  were  being 
taken,  and  he  arrived  at  precisely  the  same 
conclusion  as  the  Clerk  did.  He  had  heard 
since,  however,  that  some  members  understood 
that  the  Hon.  Major  Wahawaha  had  voted  in 
a  difierent  manner  from  that  in  which  he 
(Mr.  Waterhouae)  understood  the  honourable 
gentleman  to  vote.  If  any  exception  was  taken 
to  the  vote  it  should  have  oeen  taken  at 
the  time.  It  was  too  late  to  take  exception 
afterwards.  In  this  case,  he  did  not  think  any 
exception  could  be  taken  now,  because,  after 
the  motion  for  the  second  reading  was  nega- 
tived, the  words  were  then  added,  "  this  day 
six  months."  That  was  agreed  to  by  the 
Council  without  any  division  at  all.  If  there 
was  any  reason  to  suspect  an  error,  that  was 
the  time  to  have  called  attention  to  it.  If 
honourable  members  had  called  for  a  division 
upon  the  second  question  being  put,  that  would 
at  once  have  removed  the  difficulty.  The 
second  question  was  undoubtedly  carried  with- 
out any  objection  being  urged  by  any  member 
of  the  Council. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  STEVENS  said  that  what  the 
honourable  gentleman  stated  was  quite  correct. 
He  would  ask  how  it  would  be  possible  for  any 
member  to  challenge  on  such  an  occasion  when 
he  was  not  in  possession  of  the  division-list. 
It  seemed  to  him  to  be  obviously  impracticable. 
The  motion  for  the  second  reading  having  been 
declared  negatived,  it  appeared  to  him  that  it 
would  have  been  a  waste  of  time  to  take  a 
division  on  the  subsequent  question.  If  the 
honourable  gentleman  voted  with  the  "  Ayes," 
the  Bill  was  practically  carried ;  and,  therefore, 
if  that  was  correct,  owing  to  an  imfortunate 
mistake  the  decision  upon  the  question  had 
absolutely  been  carried  in  a  different  way  from 
that  which  was  declared. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  BONAK  said  that  in  taking 
down  the  numbers  on  the  division  referred  to 
be  made  the  result  exactly  the  same  as  the 
Clerk  had  done;  but  he  could  not  hear  dis- 
tinctly which  way  the  Hon.  Major  Wahawaha 
had  voted,  and  he  put  him  down  with  the 
"  Noes,"  on  which  side  the  Hon.  Mr.  Taiaroa 
had  voted.    The  Hon.  Major  Wahawaha  had 


given  his  vote  very  Indigtinotly,  and  that  ac- 
counted for  the  difHoultv. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  JOHNSON  said  that  he  had 
counted  the  voices  as  they  were  given.  He 
counted  the  Hon.  Major  Wahawaha's  vote  as 
"Aye,"  and  it  was  only  after  the  meeting  of 
Council  that  he  saw  that  the  honourable 
gentleman  had  voted  with  the  "Noes."  Of 
course  it  was  impossible  for  him  to  know  that 
until  he  saw  the  list. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  MILLER  said  he  made  a  re- 
mark at  the  time  that  the  Hon.  Major  Waha- 
waha had  voted  with  the  "  Ayes." 

The  Hon.  Mr.  HOLMES  said  the  Hon.  Mr. 
Waterhouse  took  down  the  numbers,  and  he 
(Mr.  Holmes)  asked  the  honourable  gentleman 
what  the  result  was,  and  he  replied  that  the 
Bill  had  been  lost  by  one  vote — that  was  to 
say,  there  were  14  "Ayes"  and  15  "Noes"; 
and  this  was  before  the  Hon.  the  Speaker  had 
announced  the  numbers. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  OLIVEB  said  he  took  down 
the  numbers  carefully.  He  made  15  "  Ayes  " 
and  14  "Noes."  He  himself  voted  with  the 
"  Noes."  His  counting  of  the  members  was 
different  from  that  announced  by  the  Speaker. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  MANTELL  supposed  that 
there  could  be  no  practical  outcome  of  this 
difficulty  beyond  some  honourable  gentleman 
moving  that  the  resolution  be  rescinded. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  SWANSON  said  the  Hon. 
Major  Wahawaha  was  present  in  the  cham- 
ber. There  were  a  number  of  honourable 
members  who  had  given  evidence  a.';  to  how 
the  honourable  gentleman  had  voted.  Why 
not  ask  the  honourable  gentleman  himself? 
He  (Mr.  Swanson)  did  not  like  the  present 
method  of  voting  adopted  in  the  Council.  If 
the  Hon.  the  Speaker  said,  " '  Ayes '  to  the 
right  of  the  chair,  and  '  Noes'  to  the  left,"  and 
then  honourable  members  went  to  different 
sides  of  the  chamber,  an  error  such  as  had 
happened  could  not  occur.  He  often  fancied 
that  he  saw  some  honourable  gentlemen  on 
the  other  side  of  the  chamber  who  took  notice 
as  to  how  the  vote  was  going  on  his  side,  and 
voted  accordingly. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  SHKIMSKI  said  he  was 
sitting  close  to  the  Hon.  Major  Wahawaha, 
and  he  knew  that  the  honourable  gentleman 
voted,  vrith  the  "  Ayes."  He  (Mr.  Shrimski) 
took  down  the  numbers  as^Ayes,  15 ;  Noes, 
14.  He  agreed  with  the  Hon.  Mr.  Swanson 
that  the  method  of  voting  carried  on  in  the 
Council  was  anything  but  right.  Honourable 
members  on  the  other  side  of  the  chamber  were 
always  watching  the  way  in  which  gentlemen 
on  his  side  of  the  chamber  were  voting,  and 
they  sometimes  regulated  their  votes  accord- 
ingly. It  was  not  a  fair  system  of  voting  at 
aU. 

The  Hon.  Captain  BAILLIE  thought  that 
the  best  remedy  would  be  this :  that  the  Stand- 
ing Orders  Committee  should  consider  the 
method  of  voting  adopted  in  the  Council. 
There  was  always  some  doubt  about  the  way 
in  which  the  voices  were  given,  and  if,  as  the 
Hon.  Mr.  Swanson  suggested,  members  went  to 
the  right  or  the  left  of  the  Speaker,  there  would 
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not  be  any  question  as  to  how  the  honourable 
gentlemen  voted.  He  might  remind  the  Coun- 
cil that  some  years  ago  this  matter  was  brought 
forward,  and  it  was  decided  then  that  the  pre- 
sent method  should  be  adhered  to.  He  would 
give  notice  of  motion  with  reference  to  the 
matter. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  SCOTLAND  said  he  took  the 
numbers,  but  his  tally  did  not  appear  to 
agree  with  that  of  any  other  honourable  mem- 
ber. He  made  the  numbers  16  "Noes"  and  14 
"  Ayes,"  so  that  the  Bill  was  lost  by  two  votes. 
He  remembered  a  previous  discussion  having 
taken  place  in  reference  to  the  method  of 
voting.  On  that  occasion  he  suggested  that 
honourable  members,  when  they  were  voting, 
should  advance  to  the  table  and  make  a  mark 
against  their  names  on  the  division-list.  In 
that  way  he  did  not  see  how  a  mistake  could 
occur,  at  any  rate  so  far  as  the  Clerk  was  con- 
cerned in  the  matter.  If  a  member  made  a 
mark  in  the  wrong  place,  that  would  be  his 
own  fault. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  McLEAN  would  like  to  ex- 
plain that  in  bringing  this  matter  before  the 
House  he  attributed  no  blame  to  the  Clerk, 
because  certainly  it  was  most  difficult  for  him 
to  hear  some  of  the  voices  at  times.  He  really 
wondered  that  officer  was  so  correct  as  he  was. 
He  did  not  intend  to  take  any  further  action  in 
the  matter,  but  he  simply  wished  to  see  fair- 
play. 

The  Hon.  the  SPEAKER.— I  would  call  on 
the  Hon.  Major  Wahawaha  to  say  in  which 
way  he  voted  on  the  occasion  referred  to. 

The  Hon.  Major  WAHAWAHA  said  that  on 
the  last  division  before  the  adjournment  on 
the  previous  evening  he  had  voted  with  the 
"Ayes,"  but  perhaps  his  voice  was  not  heard. 

The  Hon.  the  SPEAKER  said  he  had  the 
division-list  before  him,  and  there  was  no  doubt 
that,  according  to  the  statement  of  the  honour- 
able gentleman,  the  division-list  as  announced 
by  the  Speaker  did  not  accord  with  the  voices 
now  alleged  to  have  been  given  on  that  occa- 
sion. The  Hon.  Major  Wahawaha  was  re- 
corded as  having  voted  with  the  "Noes."  The 
honourable  gentleman  now  informed  the  Coun- 
cil that  he  hod  voted  with  the  "  Ayes."  The 
voices  of  honourable  members  were  frequently 
given  so  inandibly  and  indistinctly  that  it 
would  require  greater  precision  than  almost 
anybody  possessed  to  be  sure  that  a  mistake 
was  not  made.  There  could  not  be  any  blame 
attached  to  the  Clerk  :  at  the  same  time  a  mis- 
take hod  been  made.  The  mistake  on  this 
occasion  had  altered  a  vote  of  one  particular 
member,  and  the  result  which  was  declared 
was  therefore  entirely  diiTerent  from  that  which 
the  Council  intended.  It  was  very  much  to  be 
deplored.  He  felt  in  very  great  difficulty  on 
this  question  as  to  the  remedy.  It  was  of 
essence  that  notice  should  be  taken  of  a  mis- 
take at  tho  time.  At  the  same  time,  that  rule 
hod  been  made,  he  bad  no  doubt,  under  the 
influence  of  a  different  mode  of  voting  from 
that  which  prevailed  in  the  Council  —  that 
was  to  say,  a  mode  by  which  members  went 
into  a  lobby,  by  which  means  were  a.fiorded 
Son.  Captain  BailUe 


of  detecting  a  mistake.  He  was  left  with  tUs 
difficulty,  which  he  frankly  asked  the  Coun- 
cil to  consider:  Standing  Order  No.  80  said, 
"If  the  numbers  have  been  inaccurately  re- 
ported, the  Council,  on  being  afterwards  in- 
formed thereof,  will  order  the  Journals  to  be 
corrected."  That,  if  interpreted  accurately, 
would  go  against  the  principle  that  there  and 
then  notice  must  be  taken  of  any  inaccuracy. 
Therefore  he  felt  very  great  difficulty  in  thiis 
question,  how  the  suggestion  which  had  been 
thrown  out  by  the  Hon.  Mr.  Mantell,  that 
the  resolution  should  be  rescinded,  could  be 
adopted.  He  should  like  to  take  time  to  con- 
sider how  far  that  could  be  done.  He  had 
frankly  stated  bow  his  mind  was  aSected  by  the 
circumstance ;  and  he  would  like  very  mach, 
if  the  Council  would  allow  him,  to  take  time 
to  consider  the  point. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  STEVENS  said,  perhaps  it 
would  come  within  the  scope  of  the  Hon.  the 
Speaker's  consideration  to  consider  also  whether, 
in  the  peculiar  circumstances  of  the  Bill  hav- 
ing been  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time  that 
day  six  months,  that  motion  could  also  be  re- 
scinded. 

The  Hon.  the  SPEAKER  said  that  was  the 
very  point  about  which  there  was  a  difficulty. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  BUCKLEY  said  that  was  the 
point  he  was  going  to  draw  the  attention  of  the 
Hon.  tho  Speaker  to  in  considering  this  sub- 
ject. Although  the  Bill  had  been  lost,  they 
would  assume,  by  a  mistake,  a  subsequent 
motion  was  made  that  the  Bill  be  ordered  to 
be  read  the  second  time  that  day  six  months. 
This  motion  was  carried,  and  the  motion  ap- 
peared on  the  Journals  of  the  House.  He  was 
glad  to  hear  that  no  blame  could  be  attached 
to  the  Clerk  of  the  Council.  He  believed  this 
was  the  first  time  that  such  a  thing  had  ever 
happened. 

Debate  adjourned. 

A.  OWEN. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  BONAB  said  that  before  the 
orders  of  the  day  were  called  upon  he  would 
desire  to  ask  the  leave  of  the  Council  to 
withdraw  a  petition  which  he  presented  yes- 
terday. At  the  time  that  he  presented  the 
petition  he  saw  that  it  complied  with  the  pro- 
visions of  Standing  Order  No.  17,  which  stated, 
"  Every  member  presenting  a  petition  shall 
acquaint  himself  with  the  contents  thereof, 
to  ascertain  that  it  does  not  contain  language 
disrespectful  to  the  Council,  and  that  it  be  in  a 
convenient  form."  He  was  not  aware,  until 
the  matter  came  up  for  discussion,  of  the  pro- 
visions of  Standing  Order  No.  23.  That  Stand- 
ing Order  provided  that  "  No  petition  con- 
taining serious  charges  affecting  the  integrity 
of  individuals  shall  be  ordered  to  lie  upon  the 
table  unless  the  member  presenting  the  same 
shall  intimate  that  he  will  propose  to  the 
Council  a  resolution  in  support  of  the  charges." 
He  desired  now  to  withdraw  the  petition,  as  it 
contained  charges  which  ho  was  not  prepared 
to  follow  up  with  a  resolution  without  further 
inquiry  into  the  charges  it  mode. 

Leave  granted  to  withdraw  tho  petition. 
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NATIVE  LAND  ADMINISTBATION  BILL. 

ADJOUBNED  DEBATE. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  BUCKLEY.— When  1  moved 
the  ad joumiuent  of  this  debate  yesterday,  it  was 
for  the  purpose  of  giving  honourable  members 
an  opportunity  of  considering  the  importance 
of  this  measure.  I  must  confess  that,  notwith- 
standing the  fact  of  my  honourable  friend  the 
Attorney-General  arguing  that  delay  was  dan- 
gerous to  a  measure  of  this  kind,  I  am  not  at  all 
suie  that  the  best  thing  to  do  even  now  would 
not  be  not  to  pass  this  Bill,  for  various  reasons 
which  I  will  endeavour  to  explain.  My  honour- 
able friend  pointed  out  that  to  cause  any  delay 
in  the  passage  of  any  measure  of  this  kind,  at 
this  tiiHe  of  the  session,  would  be  dangerous 
to  the  Bill.  I  agree  with  him ;  but  he  has 
had  twelve  or  thirteen  weeks,  in  which  time  he 
might  have  produced  this  Bill  and  brought  it 
under  our  consideration.  But  no ;  it  was  al- 
lowed to  remain  until  the  very  last  days  of  the 
session,  and  then  we  are  asked  to  assent  to 
the  passing  of  this  Bill  without  giving  it  that 
consideration  which  its  importance  deserves. 
This  Bill,  to  my  mind,  is  a  reversal  of  the 
whole  of  the  policy  of  the  last  Ministry  witli 
regard  to  Native-land  administration ;  and  the 
honourable  gentleman  has  given  us  no  reason 
for  the  reversal  of  that  policy.  I  under- 
stand it  is  argued  that  no  reason  has  been 
given  on  the  other  side  why  this  policy  should 
not  be  reversed.  That  is  a  very  poor  argument 
indeed ;  and  I  say  that,  in  connection  with  such 
a,  measure  as  this,  we  should  have  hod  some 
explanation.  I  am  convinced,  however,  that  my 
honourable  friend's  heart  is  not  in  this  Bill, 
because,  in  moving  the  second  reading,  he  did 
not  show  that  usual  vigour  which  characterizes 
him  when  he  takes  up  anything  he  has  at  heart. 
The  Bill  is  intended  to  enable  certain  transac- 
tions to  be  completed.  Under  the  existing  Act 
thay  are  prevented  from  being  completed ;  but 
by  this  Bill  it  is  intended  to  allow  certain  pur- 
chases of  Native  lands  to  be  completed.  The 
Council  have  not  before  them  the  evidence — 
which,  I  regret,  was  not  taken  in  shorthand 
—  of  the  Chief  Judge,  who  was  examined 
before  the  Committee,  when  it  was  clearly 
shown  to  us  that  several  persons  made  appli- 
cation for  the  completing  of  their  titles,  and 
they  were  absolutely  refused  by  the  Judge ; 
and  by  the  passage  of  this  Bill  this  decision 
will  be  interfered  with.  It  is  intended  by 
the  present  Bill  to  extend  the  time  in  which 
the  purchase  may  be  completed  till  July  next, 
and  that  in  the  meantime  the  Bill  shall  only 
continue  in  force  up  to  the  end  of  the  next 
session  of  Parliament.  There  is  one  objection 
which  I  have  to  this  Bill  of  a  very  serious 
character,  and  that  is  that  it  interferes  with 
the  decision  of  the  Supreme  Court.  That  de- 
cision may  bo  right  or  it  may  be  wrong ;  but 
there  is  a  place  where  that  could  be  tested, 
and  I  submit  that  this  is  not  the  place  to  do 
so.  I  would  also  point  out  that  the  Act  which 
this  Bill  is  intended  to  repeal  is  called  "  the 
said  Act ; "  and,  notwithstanding  the  repeal, 
section  4  of  the  Bill  refers  to  the  said  Act,  and 
iceeps  it  in  operation.    I  have  endeavoured  to 


understand  it,  but  have  failed  to  do  so.  It  in 
an  open  secret  that  the  object  of  this  Bill  is 
to  enable  certain  persons  to  complete  trans- 
actions in  regard  to  Native  purchases ;  and  the 
lists  which  are  on  the  table  of  this  House,  if 
honourable  gentlemen  will  go  through  them, 
will  show  exactly  the  position.  They  are 
instructive  as  showing  how  far  honourable 
gentlemen  may  probably  desire  to  get  some- 
thing done  for  themselves.  These  papers,  iu 
fact,  speak  for  themselves.  I  will  not  refer  to 
ttiem  further.  I  think  the  honourable  gentle- 
man will  be  best  consulting  the  interests  of  the 
country  by  not  going  on  with  this  Bill.  A 
serious  objection  was  taken  yesterday  to  the 
Native  Land  Administration  Act  of  last  session 
— that  the  Bill  placed  the  Natives  in  a  very 
unfair  position  in  regard  to  their  lands  ;  but  I 
think  that  this  Bill  would  place  the  Natives  in 
a  far  worse  position,  because  very  few  transac- 
tions have  taken  place  in  the  colony  in  regard 
to  Native  lands,  and  that  is  the  only  reason 
that  the  honourable  gentleman  gave  to  the 
Council  in  moving  the  second  reading  of  the 
Bill.  I  would  suggest  to  him  again,  if  he 
would  accept  my  advice,  which  I  do  not  su]^ 
pose  he  will,  the  advisableness  of  allowing  this 
matter  to  remain  where  it  is. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  SHRIMSKI.— Before  you  put 
the  motion.  Sir,  I  would  like  to  say  that  it  seems 
to  me  that,  after  the  trouble  we  have  gone  to  in 
obtaining  this  information  for  the  Council,  no 
one  seems  to  take  any  interest  in  it.  As  fai 
as  I  am  concerned,  I  have  only  done  my  duty, 
and  if  honourable  gentlemen  do  not  desire  to 
take  any  interest  in  the  matter  I  am  quite 
satisfied. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  MENZIE9.— I  must  say  that 
I  am  not  altogether  satisfied  with  the  position 
of  this  matter  at  present.  [Several  sentences 
inaudible  in  the  gallery.]  Although,  no  doubt, 
I  am  in  most  perfect  ignorance  in  regard  to 
all  matters  connected  with  the  chicanery,  and 
deceit,  and  rascality  of  which  we  have  had 
occasional  signs,  and  of  which  we  hear  a  great 
deal  as  of  frequent  occurrence  in  associa- 
tion with  dealings  in  Native  lands  by  private 
parties,  yet  in  a  case  of  this  kind,  where 
we  have  an  Act  on  the  Statute  Book  which 
embodies  the  distinct  principle  authorising  the 
Government  to  act  as  the  trustees  in  dealing 
with  Native  lands,  I  think  I  may  bo  allowed  to 
be  able  to  form  an  opinion  quite  as  worthy 
of  attention  as  that  of  any  honourable  gentle- 
man who  ma^  have  had  more  special  ex- 
perience in  this  matter.  I  have  experienced 
on  former  occasions  that  the  Act  which  we 
deliberately  placed  on  the  Statute  Book  in 
1886  was  one  which  embodied  a  right  prin- 
ciple, and  I  say  that  to  depart  from  that 
principle  by  any  alterations  now,  more  espe- 
cially in  the  proposal  under  consideration  to 
repeal  that  Act,  would  be  to  inflict  injury  on 
the  Maori  inhabitants  of  the  colony.  Holding 
these  opinions  very  strongly,  and  not  at  all 
seeing  sufficient  reason  why  the  proposals  of 
this  13111  should  go  further  than  suspending  the 
operation  of  the  existing  Act,  I  can  see  that 
the  result  will  be  the  ultimate  extinction  of  the 
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Act,  althongh  the  Bill  proposes  to  tenninate  at 
the  end  of  the  next  seiision.  I  say  we  should 
msike  a  very  great  mistake  in  acceding  to  such 
proposals.  [Speaker  inaudible.]  If  the  Bill 
were  one  proposing  to  confer  power  on  unedu- 
cated men  of  our  own  race  to  deal  with 
lands  which  they  occupied  in  a  similar  manner, 
I  am  quite  certain  some  time  would  elapse 
before  their  education  would  be  sufficiently 
advanced  to  enable  many  of  them  to  take  ad- 
vantage of  it.  I  doubt  very  much  whether,  in 
the  present  state  of  the  colony,  they  would  have 
found  a  valuable  market  for  any  lands  they  had 
to  sell.  It  seems  to  me,  for  these  reasons,  it 
would  be  undesirable  to  make  any  alteration 
in  the  law.  It  is  in  order  to  admit  of  trans- 
Skctions  which  were  stopped  by  the  passing  of 
the  last  Act  —  to  admit  of  such  transactions 
being  revived  again  —  that  the  proposal  now 
before  us  is  made.  I  am  quite  certain  of  this  : 
that  no  possible  harm  can  arise  from  a  delay 
in  this  matter.  It  is  all  but  certain  that 
another  session  of  the  Assembly  will  be  held  in 
the  course  of  a  few  months,  and  I  hope  that 
by  that  time  the  Attorney-General,  who  is 
thoroughly  familiar  with  all  questions  of  this 
kind,  will  have  hod  time  to  consider  in  what 
way  the  present  Act  should  be  amended,  and 
that  he  will  prepare  such  a  measure  as  will  be 
more  acceptable  to  the  Natives,  and  work  more 
smoothly  than  the  present  law.  In  order  to 
give  my  honourable  friend  time  to  prepare  a 
well-digested  measure  on  this  subject,  I  move, 
That  this  Bill  be  committed  this  day  six  months. 
The  Hon.  Mr.  RICHMOND.— I  desire  to  ex- 
press my  full  appreciation  of  the  sympathy 
which.the  honourable  gentleman  who  has  just 
addressed  the  Council  has  always  shown  in 
matters  concerning  the  interests  of  the  Native 
race.  If  I  did  not  think  that  these  interests 
were  really  best  consulted  by  repealing  the 
Act  of  1886,  I  should  not  support  this  Bill. 
Thirty  years  ago,  if  the  Government  of  the  day 
had  been  able  to  treat  with  the  Maori  popula- 
tion, the  establishment  of  a  system  based  on 
tribal  committees  was  a  possibility ;  but  in 
the  altered  condition  of  the  race  and  its  snr- 
rouqdings  this  is  no  longer  possible.  There 
are  no  longer  the  communistic  habits  amongst 
the  race  which  were  predominant  forty  years 
ago.  The  race  has  been  sifted  with  fire. 
English  gold  flowing  over  the  country  has 
modified  them  very  materially.  I  do  not 
think  it  would  be  right  to  allow  the  trans- 
actions under  the  present  Native  Land  Acts 
to  be  shut  up  for  any  length  of  time.  The 
Natives,  or  a  very  large  number  of  them,  are 
living  on  what  tliey  can  get  for  their  land. 
That  is  a  point  which  is,  of  coarse,  a  very 
serious  matter  for  reflection,  and  one  which 
any  Government  ought  to  have  constantly 
before  its  mind,  and  not  go  to  sleep  upon,  be- 
cause the  time  cannot  be  very  far  distant  when 
that  source  of  subsistence  to  the  Native  race 
must  cease.  Until  the  Government  have  time 
to  consider  the  matter  fully  I  think  it  is  ex- 
pedient that  we  should  do  away  with  the  Act, 
which,  to  my  thinking,  was,  I  might  say, 
priind  facie  one  which  would  not  work ;  and 
Son.  Mr,  Ueneiei 


practice  has  shown  that  there  is  no  disposition 
on  the  part  of  the  Natives  to  take  advantage  of 
its  provisions.  The  Native  Affairs  Committee, 
to  whom  this  Bill  was  submitted,  felt  that  they 
would  be  doing  less  than  their  duty  if  tbey 
were  to  recommend  the  Council  to  pass  the 
Bill  through  all  its  stages  without  a  very  dis- 
tinct intimation  with  regard  to  this  point — 
namely,  that  tbey  consider  it  a  very  temporary 
measure.  The  last  clause  of  the  Bill,  which 
has  been  recommended  by  the  Committee,  is  to 
the  effect  that  the  Act  shall  continue  in  force 
until  the  end  of  the  next  session  and  no- 
longer.  Thereby  tliey  throw  on  the  Government 
the  responsibility  of  bringing  forward  a  Native- 
land  policy  next  year.  We  have,  at  all  events, 
long  experience  and  a  quantity  of  machinery 
at  our  disposal,  and  it  will  be  difficult  to  do 
worse  than  we  have  done  in  the  past.  The 
clause  saving  inchoate  transactions  needs 
examination.  Every  one  who  looks  at  the 
question  must  very  much  regret  that  he  has  to 
take  a  pessimistic  view;  but,  if  a  pessimistic 
view  is  the  right  one,  it  behoves  us  to  take  it 
home  and  do  the  best  we  can.  I  hope  the 
Council  will  moke  up  its  mind  to  go  on  with 
this  Bill. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  McLE.'VN.  — The  Hon.  Mr. 
Menzies  said  the  Natives  would  not  be  satisfied ; 
but  the  Natives  will  never  be  satisfied  with 
any  Bill  in  which  the  Government  retains  the 
right  of  pre-emption.  What  they  want  is  to 
deal  with  their  own  lands,  and  I  doubt  whether 
the  Parliament  is  inclined  to  give  them  that 
privilege  again.  The  honourable  gentleman 
wishes  the  present  Act  to  get  a  fair  trial. 
When  that  measure  was  before  Parliament 
nobody  ever  expected  that  it  would  succeed ; 
but  some  honourable  members  did  try  to  get 
that  measure  on  the  Statute  Book  because  it 
brought  back  the  right  of  pre-emption  to  the 
Government,  and  gave  the  right  of  sale  to  the 
Government  through  the  Waste  Lands  Boards. 
It  was  predicted  that  it  would  not  work.  Any 
one  looking  on  the  face  of  that  measure  must 
have  known  it  was  impossible  for  it  to  work 
— that  the  clauses  constituting  the  Native 
Committees  could  not  work.  I  should  like  to- 
see  the  Committee  clauses  struck  out  of  the 
Act.  If  that  cannot  be  done  I  do  not  see 
much  objection  to  this  Bill,  because  it  really 
brings  matters  back  to  the  Treaty  of  Waitangi,. 
and  we  shall  be  in  the  same  position  as  we  were 
in  after  that  treaty.  If  we  cannot  do  what  I 
should  like  to  see  done,  at  all  events  we  shall 
get  a  "  clean  sheet,"  and  be  ready  to  start- 
legislation  fairly ;  and  tho  Government  will  be 
compelled  to  bring  in  a  Native  Land  Act  next 
session,  because  this  Bill  cannot  lost  past  next 
session  of  Parliament.  I  do  not  think  we  can 
do  much  hann  by  placing  this  Bill  on  the 
Statute  Book.  As  for  those  people  who  have 
got  a  certain  time  imder  the  Bill  in  which  to 
complete  their  transactions,  whether  they  get 
two  or  three  months  more  or  less  I  do  not 
think  matters  much.  I  know  nothing  of  the 
transactions  referred  to.  I  am  happy  to  say 
that  I  have  never  had  anything  to  do  wiUi 
Native  land,  and  I  am  thankful  to  say  that- 
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I  have  hftd  very  little  to  do  ivith  any  land. 
If  a  certain  time  is  given  to  these  people  to 
complete  thoir  arrangements,  a  few  months 
more  or  less  will  not  alter  the  principle  that 
they  have  a  right  to  do  so.  If  a  certain  time  is 
given,  they  will  know  that  they  must  complete 
their  arrangements  in  that  time,  and  they  will 
endeavour  to  get  the  matters  settled.  Land  is 
not  looked  upon  at  the  present  time  with  the 
same  hunger  that  it  was  a  little  while  ago. 
Iiand  now  is  only  worth  what  people  can  make 
out  of  it.  A  great  nu:iiber  of  those  who  have 
gone  into  Native-land  dealings  will  be  ruined 
through  their  transactions ;  and  I  never  could 
see  the  force  of  this  crazo  for  buying  Native 
land.  The  method  of  acquiring  it  is  such  that 
a  person  can  never  tell  whether  he  will  pay 
5s.  or  £5  an  acre  for  the  land.  It  is  startling 
to  look  at  some  of  the  old  Native-land  pur- 
chases and  see  how  much  money  has  been 
paid  away.  I  must  admit,  however,  that  there 
were  times  when  it  was  very  desirable  that 
roads  should  be  made  thi-ough  these  lands,  and 
probably  the  best  thing  that  could  be  done  was 
to  spend  money  on  the  lands  in  this  way.  We 
have  now  reached  a  time  when  there  need  be 
no  fear  of  further  trouble  with  the  Natives.  It 
is  time  now  that  we  should  treat  them  firmly, 
fairly,  and  honestly,  and  treat  them  as  we 
treat  other  people.  The  sooner  we  come  to  do 
that  the  better  it  will  be  for  the  Natives  and 
the  better  for  ourselves  ;  and  they  should  pay 
rates  towards  the  support  of  roads  when  money 
is  spent  to  make  the  Native  lands  more  valu- 
able :  at  all  events,  it  ouf;ht  to  be  charged  on 
the  land,  no  matter  at  what  time  the  land  is 
sold.    I  still  think  we  should  allow  this  Bill  to 

Sroceed,  notwithstanding  the  disadvantages  we 
tbour  under  in  dealing  with  the  Bill  now. 
The  Hon.  Sir  F.  WHITAKER.— It  will  be 
remembered  that  when  1  moved  the  second 
reading  of  this  Bill  I  proposed  that  we  should 
go  into  Committee  and  discuss  the  Bill  in  Com- 
mittee ;  and  I  think  it  would  have  been  much 
better  if  we  had  done  so.  I  stated  the  grounds 
on  which  the  Government  brought  forward  this 
Bill ;  but,  apparently,  these  grounds  have  to  a 
certain  extent  been  forgotten  by  some  hononr- 
able  gentlemen.  Therefore  I  trust  the  Coun- 
cil will  bear  with  me,  although  a  good  deal  of 
what  I  say  now  will  be  but  a  repetition  of  what 
I  said  on  the  second  reading  of  the  Bill.  The 
first  part  of  the  Native  Land  Administration 
Bill,  as  I  have  already  pointed  out,  has  re- 
ference to  the  future,  and  the  second  part 
of  the  Bill  refers  to  the  past.  When  this 
Bill  was  proposed  it  was  thought  that,  in 
shutting  up  altogether  the  old  mode  of  dealing 
with  Native  lands,  post  transactions  should 
have  an  opportunity  of  being  completed,  and 
therefore  some  distinct  clauses  were  intro- 
duced providing  altogether  for  the  past.  The 
early  part  of  the  Bill  refers  entirely  to  the 
future — to  the  mode  in  which  the  land  should 
be  disposed  of.  I  do  not  think  there  is  much 
necessity  for  the  Act  to  be  repealed,  or  that  it 
very  much  matters  whether  it  is  repealed  or  not, 
simply  for  this  reason  :  that  it  has  been  entirely 
inoperative.    There  has  not  been  a  single  case 
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under  it,  so  I  am  informed,  and  there  is  not 
likely  to  be  one.  I  may  say,  for  my  part,  I 
should  be  quite  willing  to  let  the  Act  remain 
on  the  Statute  Book  till  the  Government  can 
come  down  with  an  amending;  nioisure ;  but  the 
Natives  have  been  pressing  that  the  Act  should 
be  repealed.  Those  who  have  watched  the 
Order  Paper  of  the  House  of  Representatives 
will  have  noticed  that  the  Native  members 
there  have  given  notice  of  i-cpcaling  the  Native 
Land  Court  Act  and  the  Native  Land  Adminis- 
tration Act  in  particular.  I  am  quite  sure  of 
this:  that,  whatever  we  do  in  reference  to  Na- 
tive lands,  unless  we  carry  the  feelings  of  the 
Natives  with  us  we  shall  do  no  good  whatever. 
My  honourable  friend  said  that  when  the  Na- 
tive Land  Administration  Act  was  introduced 
it  was  said  that  it  would  not  meet  the  views 
of  the  Natives,  and  that  the  Natives  would 
not  come  under  it.  I  myself  stated  that,  I  be- 
lieve, in  this  Council.  The  result  is  that  ths 
Government,  in  bringing  forward  this  part  of 
the  Bill,  have  done  so  in  deference  to  what  they 
consider  the  wishes  of  the  Natives.  Deputa- 
tions from  different  part^  of  the  country  have 
waited  on  the  Premier  and  Native  Minister,  and 
I  understand  that  another  deputation  is  waiting 
to  see  them  now.  These  deputations  have  re- 
quested that  the  Native  L.ind  AJministration 
Act  should  bo  repealed.  Tlie  Hon.  Mr.  Menzies 
says  that  I  shall,  no  doubt,  be  able  next  session 
to  introduce  a  Bill  which  will  be  perfectly  satis- 
factory to  all  parties.  I  will  just  shortly  re- 
mind the  Council  of  the  different  Native- 
land  laws  which  have  been  in  operation  for 
the  last  forty-eight  years.  We  began  by  re- 
ser\-ing  to  the  Crown  absolutely  the  right  of 
pre-emption.  Nobody  was  permitted  to  deal 
with  the  land  of  the  Natives  in  any  way. 
That  was  under  the  Treaty  of  Waitangi  and 
under  the  Act  passed  in  the  early  days  of 
the  colony  prohibiting  the  purchase  of  Native 
lands  ;  and  subsequently  it  was  rendered  penal 
to  "  squat "  on  Native  lands,  or  to  use  them  in 
any  way.  We  then  went  from  that  extreme  to 
the  other  extreme.  Proclamations  wore  issued 
by  Governor  Fitzroy  for  the  purpose  of  allow- 
ing people  to  deal  with  the  Natives,  waiving 
the  Crown's  right  of  pre-emption  in  favour  of  cer- 
tain individuals.  Everybody  who  asked  for  this 
right  got  it ;  and  that  lasted  for,  I  think,  aboufr 
twelve  months.  Sir  George  Grey  then  came, 
and  reverted  to  the  right  of  pre-emption  alto- 
gether. So  in  five  years  we  had  three  different- 
systems.  This  went  on  for  several  years,  until 
the  General  Assembly  was  established  and  the 
new  Constitution  Act  came  into  force.  What- 
happened  then  ?  We  began  meddling  with  the 
right  of  pre-emption.  There  was  a  demand 
throughout  the  country  by  both  Natives  and 
Europeans  that  the  right  of  pre-emption  should 
be  modified,  and  that  the  Natives  should 
have  opportunities  of  dealing  with  their  lands 
themselves.  These  facilities  were  from  time  to 
time  increased.  That  continued  for  some  time. 
In  1865,  I  think  it  was,  an  Act  was  passed 
enabling  Europeans  to  buy  Native  lands ;  and 
the  Government  and  private  persons,  in  pur- 
chasing these  lauds,  were  in  competition  with 


Digitized  by 


Google 


690 


Native  Land 


[COUNCIL.]     Administration  Bill.     [Dec.  15 


each  other.  That,  I  think,  was  about  the  worst 
system  we  ever  liad.  The  next  step  was  a  Pro- 
clamation, when  Mr.  FitzQerald  was  Native 
Minister,  declaring  that  all  the  Government 
Native  Land  Purchase  Commissioners  were 
withdrawn,  and  it  was  declared  that  the  Go- 
vernment would  make  no  further  purchases. 
That  went  on  for  some  time.  At  the  same  time 
facilities  were  afforded  for  private  purcliasing, 
and  in  1878  an  Act  was  passed  facilitating  pur- 
chases but  putting  certain  restrictions  upon  the 
purchasers.  That  continued  till  recently,  when 
the  present  Administration  Act  was  passed. 
This  Act  goes  exactly  in  the  opposite  extreme. 
It  prohibits  any  purchase  from  Natives  direct, 
and  provides  for  Natives  selling  lands  through 
the  Crown.  We  have  tried  all  these  sj'stems. 
It  is  perfectly  clear  that  the  country  must 
have  been  dissatisfied  with  them,  because  the 
Ijegislatnre,  which  represents  the  feeling  of 
the  country  generally,  has  made  all  these 
alterations  from  time  to  time.  During  the 
last  thirty  or  forty  years  there  have  been, 
I  think,  thirty-one  or  thirty- two  Native  Land 
Acts  passed.  If  I  wero  asked — and  of  course  I 
know  something  about  the  matter,  because  I 
have  been  in  Parliament  when  most  of  these 
Acts  were  passed — if  I  were  asked  to  frame  a 
Bill  which  would  please  both  the  Maoris  and 
Europeans,  I  should  admit  my  inability  to  do 
so.  I  do  not  think  it  is  possible  for  any  one  to 
do  that.  .  It  was  promised  in  the  Governor's 
Speech  that  a  temporary  measure  should  be 
brought  in  suspending  the  operation  of  the 
law  OS  it  stands  at  present.  And  it  was  stated 
that  a  permanent  measure  should  bo  brought 
in  during  next  session  of  the  Assembly  wbich, 
I  think  the  Premier  said,  should  be  satisfactory 
to  everybody.  The  Premier  has  promised  that 
the  matter  shall  bo  dealt  with  next  session, 
and  that  in  the  meantime  the  Natives  will 
be  consulted  in  different  parts  of  the  country 
and  asked  what  provisions  they  would  like  to 
have  under  the  new  Act.  I  predict  that  the 
answers  will  be  as  various  as  the  tribes  are 
numerous.  It  will  end  in  the  Natives  in  one 
part  of  the  colony  asking  for  something  which 
is  not  wanted  in  another  part;  and  I  do  not 
know  that  any  advantage  will  come  from  in- 
viting the  Natives  to  express  their  views  on 
the  subject.  I  am  quite  satisfied  that  it  will 
be  impossible  to  produce  a  Bill  which  will 
satisfy  the  tribes  in  the  different  parts  of  the 
colony.  However,  that  is  a  matter  to  be  tried. 
This  Bill  lias  been  introduced  in  deference  to 
the  wishes  of  the  Natives  themselves.  I  think 
it  is  a  matter  of  no  moment,  so  far  as  the 
repeal  clause  is  concerned,  with  regard  to 
future  dealings  with  Native  Land  Acts.  There 
have  been  no  transactions  hitherto  under  the 
present  Act ;  and  I  am  quite  satisfied  in  my 
own  mind  that  no  transactions  will  take  place 
under  it.  It  was  framed,  I  think,  rather  with- 
out consultation  as  to  the  wishes  of  the  Natives 
on  the  subject.  I  think  tho  Natives  have  de- 
termined, so  far  as  they  can,  that  they  will  not 
have  other  people  meddling  with  their  lands. 
They  arejcalous  of  the  Government  meddling 
with  tho  land  ;  and,  in  fact,  they  are  jealous  of 
Eon.  Sir  F.  Whitaker 


any  interference  with  their  land  in  any  way. 
I  have  no  doubt  that  that  will  be  found  to  be  a 
very  great  difficulty  in  dealing  with  the  quef- 
tion.  I  need  not  f;o  into  what  has  to  be  done 
in  the  future.  Future  inquiries  will  show  what 
is  to  be  done.  I  need  not  now  pursue  this  purt 
of  the  subject  any  further.  If  my  honourable 
friend  thinks  it  is  not  de.sirable  that  the  repeal 
clause  should  be  passed,  ho  could  simply  move 
that  the  clause  be  struck  out.  That  would 
not  injure  the  remaining  part  of  the  Bill.  I 
come  now  to  show  why  the  second  part  of  the 
Bill  is  required.  Under  the  Act  of  1873  and 
subsequent  Acts  the  Europeans  were  authorised 
to  purchase  land  from  the  Natives  under  cer- 
tain restrictions,  and  one  restriction  was  that 
they  should  not  be  able  to  get  a  title  to  tho 
laud  from  the  Crown,  or  be  able  to  prove  their 
claim,  unless  they  had  got  every  Native  in- 
terested to  sign  a  deed.  Persons  have  bought 
land  in  this  way  from  time  to  time.  Where 
there  were  but  a  few  Natives  many  trans- 
actions have  been  completed ;  but  in  other 
instances  a  large  number  have  not  been  com- 
pleted simply  because  of  the  very  large  number 
of  Natives  interested  in  the  land,  aud  the  ex- 
ceeding difficulty  of  getting  the  signatures  of 
so  many.  In  fact,  in  many  instances  it  has 
been  found  impracticable,  if  not  quite  impos- 
sible. Probably  twenty,  thirty,  forty,  or  even 
a  larger  number  of  Natives  would  execute  t^e 
deed,  but  the  signatures  of  majiy  others  had 
to  be  obtained.  Clauses  82  and  33  of  "  Tlfe 
Native  Land  Administration  Act,  1886,"  pro- 
vide the  most  stringent  prohibitions  ageunst 
private  persons  acquiring  land  from  tho  Na- 
tives except  under  that  Act,  and  impose  most 
severe  penalties  on  those  who  break  the  law. 
Of  course,  this  absolutely,  by  itself,  would  have 
stopped  all  these  parties  who  had  partly  pur- 
chased according  to  the  law  from  completing 
their  titles.  This,  of  course,  it  was  felt  by  the 
Government  of  the  day — by  the  Government 
of  which  my  honourable  friend  Mr.  Buckley 
was  a  member — would  be  a  great  injustice,  as 
no  doubt  it  would  have  been.  And  therefore 
it  was  necessary  that  some  provision  should  be 
made  to  enable  those  parties  to  complete  their 
titles;  and  if  they  could  not  complete  the 
titles  in  a  certain  timo  they  wero  to  go  to  the 
Native  Land  Court  and  havo  a  division  made 
between  the  Natives  and  themselves.  Thete 
was  a  good  deal  of  difficulty  about  the  matter, 
no  doubt.  Provision  was  made  by  sections  24 
and  25  that,  whenever  any  person  had  made  a 
purchase,  he  was  to  apply  to  the  Court,  and,  if 
ho  proved  that  his  transaction  was  a  bona  fide 
one,  and  a  fair  value  had  been  given,  then  he 
was  entitled  to  have  a  partition  of  the  land 
between  himself  and  tho  Natives.  But  he 
was  allowed  six  months  after  that  to  complete 
his  purchase ;  and  after  that  the  whole  matter 
was  to  be  wound  up  by  tlie  Native  Laud  Court 
hearing  the  case,  and  giving  to  the  Natives 
their  portion  of  the  land,  and  giving  the 
Europeans  that  share  of  the  land  which  they 
had  purchased.  No  doubt  this  was  a  reason- 
able and  fair  arrangement  so  far.  The  matter 
came  before  the  Assembly,  aud  I  had  com- 
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manications  ■with  my  honourable  friend  Mr. 
Buckley  and  with  Mr.  Ballanco  on  the  subject, 
and  also  with  the  Judge  of  the  Native  Land 
Court ;  and  we  ondeavourod  to  frame  clauses 
which  would  carry  out  this  object — that  is,  to 
wind  up  all  these  past  transactions  within  a 
:given  time,  and  provide  that  no  transaction 
was  to  be  entertained  which  had  not  been 
commenced  before  July,  1886.  A  number  of 
cases  were  brought  on  and  cortiiicatcs  were 
given  under  section  24,  and  in  otlicr  cases  per- 
sons paid  money  to  the  Natives  and  got  addi- 
tional signatures  to  their  deeds  from  time  to 
time,  as  allowed  by  the  Act.  A  case  then  oc- 
curred in  Gisbome — the  case  of  Seymour 
-against  Macdonald — in  which  an  application 
was  modo  to  the  Native  Land  Court  for  the 
purpose  of  getting  a  certificate  under  the 
Native  Land  Administration  Act ;  but  in  this 
case  the  certiiicato  of  title  which  had  been 
■obtained  from  the  Native  Land  Court  con- 
tained a  restriction  on  purchase.  The  Native 
Land  Court  came  to  the  conclusion  that  they 
■could  not  grant  the  certificate  under  the  cir- 
cumstances, the  land  having  been  recom- 
mended by  the  Court  to  be  made  inalienable. 
Mr.  Seymour  was  dissatisfied  with  this  decision, 
and  brought  the  matter  into  the  Supremo 
Court.  It  came  before  his  Honour  Mr.  Justice 
Bichmond,  and  he  gave  judgment ;  and  that 
judgment  had  the  effect  of  entirely  destroying 
the  intentions  of  the  two  clauses  21  and  25, 
which  were  especially  framed  to  meet  such 
cases.  The  Judge  came  to  the  conclusion  that 
the  clauses  which  were  passed  by  the  Legisla- 
ture with  the  full  intention — and  were  framed 
{or  the  purpose— of  allowing  persons  who  had 
purchased  land  held  under  certificates  of  title 
to  come  in  in  order  to  get  their  coses  dealt 
with,  could  only  apply  to  those  who  held  under 
Crown  grant.  The  number  of  people  who  held 
under  Crown  grant  was  extremely  limited ; 
the  large  number  who  had  claims  were  those 
who  held  under  certificates  of  title.  The 
consequence  of  tlie  judgment  was  that  it 
stopped  the  operations  of  the  Land  Court,  the 
intention  of  the  Legislature  was  entirely  frus- 
trated, and  people  who  had  been  induced  by 
the  legislation  of  1886  to  take  a  great  deal  of 
trouble  in  completing  their  titles  and  preparing 
their  cases  to  come  into  Court  with  a  view  of 
obtaining  partitions  were  entirely  disappointed 
and  completely  thrown  overboard.  That  is  the 
position  in  whicli  the  matter  stands  at  the  pre- 
sent time.  There  are  now,  in  a  list  which  was 
shown  to  us  in  tlie  Committee,  something  like 
three  hundred  claims  in  various  parts  of  the 
country,  somo  referring  to  blocks  of  many 
thousands  of  acres,  down  to  an  acre.  These 
claims  now  are  unsettled,  and  the  parties  con- 
cerned have  taken  all  the  necessary  steps  up 
to  a  certain  point,  and  were  proceeding  with 
their  cases  when  tlio  decision  of  the  Supreme 
Court  came  and  entirely  upset  them.  Mr. 
Seymour  was  not  satisfied  with  the  decision 
of  the  Supremo  Court,  and  ho  went  then  to 
the  Court  of  Appeal,  and  the  Court  of  Appeal 
upheld  tlio  decision  of  the  Judge ;  and  the 
consequence  has  been  that  nearly  the  whole 


of  what  has  been  intended  to  be  done  under 
clauses  2i  and  25  of  the  Act  has  been  swept 
away.  There  are  no  means  now  of  proceed- 
ing, and  the  whole  thing  is  in  absolute  con- 
fqsion.  A  question  was  raised  as  to  whether 
it  was  fair,  under  these  circumstances,  that 
these  people  should  be  given  additional  time 
in  order  to  complete  their  titles.  Personally, 
I  think  a  little  longer  time  should  now  be 
given.  I  cannot  understand  the  limitation  of 
the  clauses  to  those  under  Crown  grants  —  a 
point  not  decided  by  the  Court  of  Appeal  — 
to  decide  the  case  on  the  restriction  point ; 
but  I  dare  say  the  Judge  knows  very  much 
more  than  I  do,  and  I  tun  not  going  to 
discuss  this  question.  But  it  appeared  to  me 
to  be  an  interpretation  which  the  Act  does  not 
bear.  I  say  this  because,  with  my  honourable 
friend,  opposite,  and  with  the  parties  engaged 
in  the  matter,  I  assisted  in  drafting  these  very 
clauses ;  and  the  object  of  the  Act,  as  every- 
body knew  at  that  time,  was  that  all  these  old 
transactions  should  be  wound  up  as  speedily 
as  possible,  and  that  no  new  transactions  of  a 
like  kind  should  take  place :  and  most  specific 
penalties  were  prescribed  for  anybody  who 
broke  the  law.  As  I  have  mentioned,  the  ob- 
ject of  the  law  was  to  prevent  the  commence- 
ment of  any  new  cases ;  but  those  persons 
who  had  made  their  purchases  in  accordance 
with  the  law  were  to  be  allowed  to  wind  up 
their  transactions  by  having  a  partition  of 
the  land  between  themselves  and  the  Natives. 
Under  all  these  circumstances — whatever  view 
the  Council  may  take  as  to  that  part  of 
the  Bill  which  provides  the  mode  in  which 
all  Native  land  shall  be  acquired  hereafter, 
whether  that  shall  be  preserved  as  it  is  or  not 
— I  submit  to  the  Council  that,  if  they  do 
nothing  else  but  provide  for  the  winding-up  of 
past  transactions  in  the  way  intended,  they 
will  be  doing  no  more  than  justice  to  those 
who  have  entered  upon  such  transactions  in 
accordance  with  law.  This  was  intended  under 
the  Act  of  1886 ;  and  since  that  Act  was  passed 
these  people  have  an  additional  grievance  — 
that  the  law  was  not  sufficiently  clear  so  that 
they  could  complete  their  transactions  as  in- 
tended. The  Council,  in  considering  the  Bill 
which  I  wish  to  go  into  Committee  upon, 
can  separate  the  two  parts  of  the  Bill.  The 
former  part  of  it  has  reference  to  future  trans- 
actions. This,  to  my  mind,  will  be  inoperative ; 
but  if  it  did  operate  it  could  do  no  harm  what- 
ever, and  I  shall  be  satisfied  that  it  should 
continue,  and  that  it  should  be  the  only  law  by 
which  Natives  can  sell  their  lands  in  future. 
But  this  is  a  matter  entirely  separate  from  the 
subject  of  past  transactions,  and  therefore  when 
we  go  into  Committee  on  the  Bill  the  question 
to  be  considered  is,  whether  the  provision  made 
as  to  future  transactions  is  one  tljat  should  be 
maintained  or  not.  The  provision  made  in  the 
Bill  before  the  Council  is  that  nobody  is  to 
be  allowed  to  purchase  land  from  the  Natives 
except  the  Crown  between  this  and  the  pro- 
mised new  Act  of  next  session  passing.  Every- 
body is  absolutely  prohibited,  and  everything 
I  done  unauthorised  by  law  is  declared  to  be 
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void  and  illegal.  This  is  in  accoidanoe,  to  that 
extent,  with  what  the  Natives  desire  ;  and  the 
whole  matter  is  to  be  considered  before  next 
session,  and  some  Bill  is  to  be  prepared  pro- 
viding for  the  future.  Therefore,  whether  th^ 
Administration  Act  of  1886  is  to  remain  on  the 
Statute  Book  or  to  be  repealed  is  of  little  con- 
sequence. I  did  not  interview  the  Natives  on 
the  subject,  but  the  Premier  and  Native  Minis- 
ter did,  and  they  particularly  impres.sed  on  the 
Katives  that  there  would  bo  no  mode  between 
this  and  next  session  of  selling  the  land  unless 
it  was  sold  to  the  Crown — the  Natives  were 
given  to  understand  that  there  was  no  mode  by 
which  they  could  deal  with  their  land,  and  the 
whole  matter  would  have  to  stand  over  till  next 
session ;  and  I  understand  that  it  was  their 
desire  to  accept  these  views.  As  far  as  myself 
and  the  Government  are  concerned,  it  is  of 
no  moment  whether  the  present  Act  is  allowed 
to  remain  on  the  Statute  Book,  or  whether 
it  should  be  repealed.  Therefore  this  part  of 
the  Bill  is  entirely  separable  from  the  other. 
I  ask  the  Council  to  allow  the  Bill  to  go  into 
Committee.  When  we  discuss  this  question, 
we  can  discuss  it  better  in  Committee  than 
now,  because,  having  spoken  once,  I  cannot 
answer  points  that  may  be  afterwards  referred 
to,  and  I  can  do  so  in  Committee.  There  are 
not  many  people  who  really  do  or  care  to 
understand  the  Native  question,  and  therefore 
I  prefer  that  all  matters  relating  to  the  ques- 
tion be  discussed  in  Committee,  and  the  whole 
position  he  debated  and  perfectly  understood ; 
and  then  we  could  discuss  both  branches  of 
the  subject,  and  especially  as  to  what  it  is 
necessary  to  do  under  the  circumstaoces  in 
order  that  these  first  traasactions  may  be 
wound  up  and  agreed  to,  as  was  the  intention 
of  the  Legislature  in  1886.  I  say  that  the 
two  questions — the  past  and  the  futnre — are 
entirely  separable,  and  I  hope  that  they  may 
be  discussed  fully.  Different  views  may  be 
taken  in  regard  to  them,  but  I  do  think  that 
they  are  deserving  of  the  careful  considera- 
tion of  the  Council.  My  honourable  friend 
proposes  that  this  Bill  should  be  laid  aside  for 
six  months,  and  that  all  those  people  who  have 
spent  their  money  in  preparing  their  cases  to 
come  before  the  Court  shall  have  had  all  their 
trouble  for  nothing.  I  think  that  would  bo  a 
great  hardship.  Whatever  is  to  be  done  should, 
in  my  opinion,  be  done  speedily,  for  speedy 
justice  is  the  best  kind  of  justice.  No  doubt 
those  people  have  spent  very  considerable  sums 
of  money  in  the  purchase  of  their  lauids,  and 
I  am  quite  sure  that  many  of  them  will  never 
see  their  money  back  again  under  any  circum- 
stances, and  in  these  hard  times  it  is  very 
desirable  that  whatever  claim  they  may  have 
should  bo  inquired  into  and  settled  without 
delay.  It  would  be  an  unfair  and  unreasonable 
thing  to  allow  the  matter  to  stand  over  for 
another  six  months ;  but  if  the  Council  will  go 
into  Committee  the  matter  may  be  more  fully 
discussed,  and  if  they  think  that  the  Bill  should 
not,  in  its  present  or  any  other  form ,  be  passed, 
it  would  be  quite  competent  for  them  to  decide 
in  that  direction.  Hod  the  Hon.  Mr.  Menzies 
H<m.  Sir  F.  Whitaher 


known  the  result  to  the  country  his  amendment 
would  have,  I  feel  sure  that  he  would  not  have 
moved  it.  It  would  cause  a  breach  in  all  the 
expectations  which  the  Government  have  held 
out.  I  therefore  now  ask  the  Council  to  go- 
into  Committee  and  let  us  proceed  with  the 
matter.  I  do  not  wish  to  press  the  Council.  If 
members  want  time  to  consider  it,  they  ought- 
to  have  time.  It  would  be  quite  competent  in. 
Committee,  when  discussing  the  questions,  to- 
move  that  progress  be  reported  with  or  without 
asking  leave  to  sit  again.  But  do  not  let  us 
gay  now  that  we  shall  consent  to  the  amend- 
ment that  the  Bill  be  committed  this  day  six 
months.     Let  us  consider  the  claims  of  the 

Eersons  who  are  interested.  I  think  that  will 
e  a  fair  and  reasonable  thing  to  do,  and  we 
shall  be  inflicting  an  undue  hardship  on  them 
if  we  throw  out  this  Bill. 

The  Council  divided  on  the  question,  "  That, 
the  word '  now '  be  retained." 
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Bill  committed. 

OTAGO  CENTRAL  RAILWAY  BILL. 
The  Hon.  Mr.  OLIVER.— Sir,  it  is  now  nay- 
duty  to  move  the  second  reading  of  a  measure 
of  first-rate  importance — the  construction  of  a 
railway  which  will  add  value  to  more  than  two 
millions  of  acres  of  land,  and  practically  add  a 
new  province  to  New  Zealand.  The  Council 
will  have  the  opportunity,  by  adopting  my  pro- 
posal, of  accomplishing  a  work  which  has  been 
called  for  very  earnestly  for  many  years  past 
by  a  large  proportion  of  the  inhabitants  of  the 
southern  part  of  the  colony.  It  has  been  for 
many  years  a  cherished  desire  in  that  part 
of  the  country  to  have  this  work  completed ; 
and  so  strong  has  been  the  feeling  in  favour  of 
its  prosecution  that  members  of  Governments 
have  been  rejected,  and  I  may  almost  say 
that  Governments  have  been  defeated,  in  conse- 
quence of  a  prevailing  feeling  that  this  work 
has  not  been  prosecuted  with  proper  vigonr. 
The  Council  now  has  the  opportunity  of  getting 
that  work  proceeded  with  on  terms  so  rea- 
sonable that  I  believe  they  will  not  be  rejected. 
By  means  of  this  Bill  the  work,  it  is  believed, 
can  be  constructed,  and  will  cost  the  colony 
not  one  farthing.  According  to  the  evidence 
of  the  Surveyor-General,  the  sacrifice  of  land  by 
means  of  which  this  work  can  be  constructed 
will  only  lessen  the  pastoral  revenue  of  the 
colony  by  £5,000  a  year ;  and  I  shall  show  that 
this  sum  will  be  more  than  made  up  by  the  con- 
struction of  the  railway  giving  additional  value 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1887.] 


Otago  Central 


[COUNCIL.] 


Bailway  Bill. 


693 


to  the  Crown  lands.  Ten  years  or  so  ago  there 
vras  a  Bill  introduced  into  the  House  o{  Bepro- 
sentatives  called  the  Strath-Taieri  and  Clyde 
Eailway  Bill.  The  object  of  that  Bill  was  to 
■obtain  the  construction  of  most  of  this  line  by 
means  of  an  endowment  of  land.  Four  hun- 
dred thousand  acres  of  land  were  to  be  set 
aside  and  were  to  form  the  endowment  by 
means  of  the  sale  of  which  the  money  was  to 
be  got  by  which  this  line  was  to  be  constructed. 
That  proposal  was  to  maJce  the  railway  only 
as  far  as  Clyde.  The  present  proposal  is  of 
a  more  extensive  character — namely,  to  carry 
the  railway  to  Lakes  Wanaka  and  Hawea. 
The  Bill  was  referred  to  a  Select  Committee, 
-composed  of  Messrs.  Ormond,  Pyke,  De  Lau- 
■tonr,  tlacandrew,  Hislop,  Carrington,  Fisher, 
Bunny,  Lamach,  and  Stout.  The  Committee 
-very  exhaustively  inquired  into  the  character 
of  the  proposal,  and  the  evidence  taken  by  it 
was  most  valuable.  Mr.  Donald  Beid  was  then 
Minister  of  Lands,  and  he  was  examined  by 
the  Committee.  I  find  in  the  evidence  the  fol- 
lowing question  put  by  Mr.  Macandrew,  and  Mr. 
Beid's  answer : — 

"  35.  Mr.  Macandrew.]  I  would  put  this 
general  question :  A.ssuming  the  interior  of 
Otago  is  to  be  opened  up,  are  you  of  opinion 
the-  line  by  Strath-Taieri  is  that  which  would 
affect  the  greatest  area  of  available  country? 
— Clearly  the  line  by  Strath-Taieri  is  the  line 
that  will  do  the  greatest  good  to  the  interior  of 
the  province ;  it  will  open  up  the  greatest  area 
of  land  for  settlement,  as  well  as  meet  the 
requirements,  in  my  estimation,  of  the  interior 
districts ;  it  will  bring  them  in  direct  com- 
munication with  the  chief  seaport." 

Mr.  Reid  gave  other  evidence  of  a  valuable 

-character;   and  Mr.  McKerrow — who  is  now 

Surveyor-General,  but  who  was  then  Assistant 

Surveyor- General — also  gave  important   evi- 

•dence.    He  says, — 

"  From  North  Taieri  to  Strath-Taieri  is  a 
piece  of  extremely  difficult  country.  The  line 
would  require  to  pass  up  a  steep  rocky  gorge, 
where  there  would  be  enormous  steep  cuttings 
and  the  bridging  of  tributary  streams. 

"  180.  What  is  the  length  of  the  first  section 
which  you  say  would  be  so  difficult? — About 
twenty-four  miles  from  North  Taieri  on  to 
Blair  Taieri. 

"  131.  And  from  Blair  Taieri  to  Hyde  ?— The 
construction  would  be  very,  easy.  It  passes  up 
a  beautiful  level  valley  a  distance  of  sixteen 
miles.  Then  from  Hyde  to  the  Taieri  Lake,  a 
distance  of  nine  miles,  it  would  be  ordinarily 
easy,  neither  very  difficult  nor  very  easy,  and 
a  fair  average.  Then  from  the  Taieri  Lake  to 
the  Rough  Ridge  it  would  also  be  a  very 
easy  construction — a  distance  of  sixteen  miles. 
Then  from  Rough  Ridge  to  the  Poolbom 
Gorge,  a  distance  of,  say,  eleven  miles,  the 
construction  would  also  be  very  easy.  Then 
from  the  Poolbnrn  Gorge,  a  distance  of  about 
three  mil<>8,  the  construction  would  be  ex- 
tremely difficult,  passing  through  a  deep  rocky 
gorge,  which  cannot  be  avoided.  Then  from 
the  Poolbum  Gorge  to  Clyde,  a  distance  of 
.about    twenty-four   miles,    the    construction 


would  be  very.  easy.  Then  from  Clyde  to 
Cromwell,  a  distance  of  thirteen  miles,  it 
would  pass  through  a  gorge  where  the  con- 
struction would  be  the  average  in  railway- 
construction  along  the  river-bank. 

"  132.  The  second  question  is  this :  What  is 
the  character  of  the  country  through  which 
this  line  would  pass  ? — We  will  take  it  in  the 
same  sections.  From  North  Taieri  to  Blair 
Taieri  the  country  may  be  described  as  semi- 
pastoral,  semi-agricultural,  the  pastoral  pre- 
dominating. From  Blair  Taieri  to  Hyde  it 
passes  through  a  very  fine  agricultural  district. 
From  Hyde  to  the  Taieri  Lake  the  country  is 
again  semi-pastoral,  semi-agricultural.  Then 
from  the  Taieri  Lake  to  Rough  Ridge  on  to 
Poolbum  the  country  may  be  said  to  be  half 
agricultural  and  half  pastoral.  It  is  a  great 
level  plain  ;  rather  a  high  elevation,  probably, 
for  growing  wheat.  Then  from  Poolbum  Gorge 
to  Clyde  it  passes  through  a  very  fine  valley 
(Manuherikia),  of  which  a  belt  four  or  five  miles 
wide  may  be  said  to  be  all  agricultural.  Some 
of  it  is  very  shingly,  but  under  irrigation  and 
perhaps  shelter  it  would  grow  oats. 

"133.  In  speaking  of  this  country  between 
Rough  Ridge  and  Poolbum,  what  kind  of 
country  is  that  1  —  It  is  country  I  have  de- 
scribed now  as  semi-pastoral,  semi-agricul- 
tural, and  I  believe  it  would  grow  oats  very 
well ;  but  it  is  at  a  very  high  altitude,  varying 
from  1,200ft.  up  to  2,000£t. 

"  134.  Now,  what  would  you  say  was  the 
total  area  of  land  available  for  agricultural 
settlement  from  North  Taieri  up  to  Clyde,  that 
would  be  rendered  accessible  by  the  construc- 
tion of  such  a  line  ?— There  will  be  1,200,000 
acres  opened  up. 

"  185.  Agricultural  ? — Oh,  no ;  mixed. 

"  186.  How  much  would  be  rendered  acces- 
sible for  agricultural  settlement? — I  did  not 
consider  that  point,  but  I  think  I  might  say  a 
fourth  of  it,  or  perhaps  a  third.  We  do  not 
know  what  will  grow  there,  because  at  one 
time  they  thought  wheat  would  not  grow  be- 
yond Taieri ;  then  we  shifted  to  Clutha ;  then 
to  Quecnstown,  which  is  now  one  of  the  finest 
wheat-growing  districts  in  the  colony. 

"  137.  Your  answer  is  that  it  would  render 
available  1,200,000  acres?  — Yes.  Of  that 
1,200,000  acres  the  whole  of  it  is  Grown  land 
with  the  exception  of  about  40,000  acres,  which 
is  a  very  important  point. 

"  138.  Of  these  40,000  acres  how  much  is  the 
education  reserve  ? — I  excepted  the  education 
reserve. 

"  139.  Is  the  40,000  acres  beside  the  educa- 
tion reserve  ? — Yes.    I  think  it  would  be  more 

nearly  80,000  acres  when  I  consider  it. 

•  «  «  *  • 

"  144.  Mr.  Hislc^.]  Do  you  think  only  a 
portion  of  the  land  would  be  opened,  namely, 
that  alongside  the  railway-line  ?  —  I  should 
think  it  would  double  the  value  of  the  land 
tinted  on  the  map.  This  Strath-Taieri  Hun- 
dred was  opened  up  and  advertised,  and  a  lot 
of  Taieri  settlers  went  up  and  started  farming, 
but  they  found  they  could  not  work  two  esta- 
blishments on  account  of  the  hilly  rood  inter- 
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Tening,  and  carpe  back.  The  Strath-Taieri 
land  is  at  present  unavailable  for  settlement 
on  account  of  its  inaccessibility. 

"  145.  Are  tliese  mountains  to  the  west  side 
of  the  railway  ? — They  are  mountain-slopes. 

*'  146.  Can  it  be  said  tho  railway  will  open 
up  tliis  country  ? — ^Yes,  up  to  the  watershed. 

"  147.  But  not  beyond  it  ?— No. 

"148.  Mr.  Macandrew.]  You  say  that  this 
line  would  render  available  1,200,000  acres  ? — 
Yes. 

"  149.  Have  you  any  idea  what  would  be  the 
ultimate  value  of  that  land,  assuming  the  line 
were  mode,  per  acre  7 — I  really  believe  you 
could  sell  400,000  acres  at  30s.  an  acre,  that  is 
£600,000,  and  the  remainder  would  soil  on  on 
average  at  15s.  on  aero :  that  would  bring  it  up 

to  £1,200,000,  after  the  railway  is  constructed. 

*  *  «  •  * 

"168.  The  Chairmati.']  Beyond  Cromwell,  do 
you  know  the  country ;  how  far  towards  the 
West  Coast? — Up  to  tho  forest  of  tho  Makarora. 

"  169.  Would  that  open  up  a  largo  area  of 
land?— It  would.  There  is  1,065,000  acres 
from  Cromwell  to  Kfakarora  Bush. 

"  170.  Supposing  the  railway  bo  carried  so 
far  as  Cromwell  at  present,  would  that  be  bene- 
ficial, and  calculated  to  assist  in  opening  the 
country  beyond  Cromwell  that  you  have  de' 
scribed  ? — Certainly. 

"  171.  It  is  the  natural  outlet  for  all  the 
country  in  that  valley  ? — Yes. 

"  172.  Mr.  Macaiidrew.]  And  from  Cromwell 
to  Lake  Wanaka  it  is  almost  dead  level  ? — It 
rises  in  forty  miles  about  300ft. 

"178.  The  Chairman.]  Con  you  tell  us  the 
elevation  at  the  head  of  Lake  Wanaka  ? — Tho 
lake  itself  is  put  down  at  1,089ft.  That  is  a 
mistake.  It  is  only  920ft.  The  land  at  the  head 
of  the  lake  is  only  a  few  feet  more. 

"  174.  What  is  the  elevation  of  Cromwell  ?— 
700ft. 

"  175.  There  are  no  hills  to  go  through — no 
cuttings,  no  bridges  ? — Yes ;  a  bridge  would  be 
required  where  you  cross  tho  Clutha  once. 

"  176.  Not  near  Cromwell  ?  —  Yes ;  you 
must  cross  the  river  near  Campbell's  Station, 
Wanaka. 

"  177.  Then,  there  would  be  only  one  bridge 
of  any  formidable  dimensions  ? — Yes. 

"  178.  Can  you  tell  us  tho  elevation  of  the 
Haast  Pass  ?— 1,700ft. 

"  179.  That  is  the  highest  point  between 
Duncdin  and  the  West  Coast  by  that  route? — 
Yes ;  it  is  the  only  true  pass  in  tho  Middle 
Island ;  the  rest  are  going  up  and  over  spurs. 
There  is  no  end  of  timber  at  the  other  side  of 
the  pass.  From  Lake  Wanaka  to  the  West 
Coast  it  is  dense  timber.  It  is  important 
you  should  know  that  the  Strath-Taieri  route 
passes  through  lignite  deposits  which  are  ex- 
tensive. They  are  adjacent  to  it  all  along. 
But  for  that  lignite  the  diggers  would  very 
likely  have  hod  to  give  in  long  ago." 

I  am  reading  this  because  the  evidence  of 
Mr.  McKerrow  is  of  the  greatest  importance 
amongst  that  given  to  the  various  Committees 
which  have  sat  on  this  question.  Now,  Sir, 
this  is  the  evidence  of  the  present  Surveyor- 
Hon.  Mr.  Oliver 


General.  Many  of  the  witnesses  also  gave  very 
important  evidence,  but  I  will  not  detain  the 
Council  with  that.  Well,  tho  report  of  th» 
Committee  was  as  follows : — 

"  The  line  vid  Strath-Taieri  commands  the 
largest  quantity  of  Crown  lands  available  for 
settlement,  presents  the  fewest  engineering  diffi- 
culties, passes  entirely  through  Crown  lands, 
and  has  the  great  advantage  of  being  the  near- 
est and  most  direct  line  from  the  interior  to 
Duncdin.  It  has  been  shown  in  evidence  that 
this  line  will  directly  open  1,200,000  acres  of 
Crown  lands,  of  which  it  has  been  variously 
estimated  that  from  400,000  to  500,000  acres 
are  immediately  adapted  for  agriculture.  In 
addition  it  affords  railway  communication  for 
1,065,000  acres  of  land  above  Cromwell,  which 
is  the  natural  outlet  for  all  the  traffic  of  the 
basin  of  the  Clutha  Biver  and  the  Hawea  and 
Wanaka  Lakes.  This  line  passesses  the  further 
recommendation  of  having  been  seleoied  by 
Mr.  Blair,  the  District  Engineer,  after  a  per- 
sonal inspection  of  the  several  proposed  routes, 
as  tho  best  in  an  engineering  and  economical 
point  of  view ;  and  Mr.  Blair's  opinions  are 
fully  sustained  by  the  evidence  given  before 
your  Committee  by  the  Surveyor-General,  Mr. 
Thompson ;  the  Assistant  Surveyor-General^  Mr. 
McKerrow ;  Mr.  Roberts,  merchant,  of  Duncdin ; 
the  Hon.  the  Minister  of  Lands  ;  and  the  Hon. 
Sir  Francis  Dillon  Bell.  The  highest  summit- 
level  on  this  line  would  be  1,500ft.,  and  it  is 
worthy  of  remark  that,  from  Cromwell  to  the 
West  Coast  at  Jackson's  and  Open  Bay,  the 
highest  point  to  be  surmounted  is  only  1,700ft. 
above  the  sea-level — namely,  in  the  Haast  Pass ; 
and  the  continuation  of  this  line  to  the  West 
Coast  is  only  a  question  of  time. 

«  •  *  •  * 

"Your  Committee  have  therefore  agreed  to 
report — 

"That  the  route  to  Cromwell  vid  Strath- 
Taieri  is  unquestionably  that  which  opens  up 
the  largest  area  of  unsold  land  available  for 
pastoral  and  agricultural  settlement. 

"  That  the  respective  County  Councils  of 
Taiori,  Maniototo,  and  Vincent,  failing  the 
Colonial  Government  undertaking  the  work, 
are  prepared  to  do  so,  on  condition  of  a  given 
area  of  land  being  placed  at  their  disposal,  and 
to  hand  over  the  line  when  completed  to  the 
Government. 

"  That  the  Cominittee  recommend  the  con- 
struction of  this  line  to  the  favourable  con- 
sideration of  the  Government ;  and,  failing  the 
Government  undertaking  its  construction,  it  is 
absolutely  necessary,  in  the  interest  of  settle- 
ment, that  the  work  should  be  forthwith  pro- 
ceeded with,  either  by  the  counties  concerned 
or  by  a  private  company ;  and  that,  in  cither 
case,  with  a  view  to  accelerate  the  progress  of 
the  work,  and  of  diffusing  employment  through- 
out the  district,  the  work  of  construction  should 
be  commenced  at  each  end  of  the  line,  and  at 
one  or  more  points  in  the  centre,  simultane- 
ously. 

"  And  your  Committee  further  recommend — 

"  That  a  Bill  should  be  introduced  into  Far- 
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liament  during  the  present  session,  so  as  to 
give  effect  to  thoir  report  without  delay  or  loss 
of  time,  which  in  the  present  condition  of  the 
labour-market  would,  in  the  opinion  of  your 
Committee,  be  injurions,  if  not  disastrous,  to 
the  best  interests  of  the  country." 
'  That  is  the  report  of  the  Select  Committee 
which  was  appointed  to  consider  the  Strath- 
Taiori  Bill  more  than  ten  years  ago.  The  Bill 
was  passed  by  the  other  branch  of  the  Legis- 
lature, and  came  up  to  this  Council,  and  the 
second  reading  was  moved  by  Sir  John  Hall. 
The  Bill  was  referred  to  a  Select  Committee 
consisting  of  the  Hon.  Mr.  Miller,  the  Hon. 
Mr.  Bell,  the  Hon.  Dr.  Pollen,  the  Hon.  Colonel 
Whitmore,  the  Hon.  Mr.  G.  Buckley,  and  the 
Hon.  Sir  J.  Hall.  The  evidence  tal:en  by  this 
Committee  is  very  interesting,  as  well  as  that 
which  I  have  read  to  the  Council,  and  repeats, 
to  a  very  great  extent,  the  evidence  which  I 
have  read.  The  conclusion  to  which  this  Com- 
mittee came  was,  generally,  to  this  effect :  that 
t"his  lino  is  the  best  lino  of  railway  for  opening 
up  the  lands  of  Otago,  and  that  the  mining 
interests  are  large  and  important,  and  that 
there  are  many  points  fit  for  settlement  which 
until  the  railway  is  constructed  there  is  no 
hope  of  bringing  into  occupation.  I  will  read  a 
portion  of  the  report  of  the  Committee  to  the 
Council : — 

"  The  Committee  approve  the  principle  of 
reserving  land  for  the  construction  of  the  rail- 
way, provided  that  the  reser\'ation  made  shall 
in  each  case  be  of  an  extent  and  character 
sufficient  to  insure  that  no  charge  for  the  con- 
struction of  the  line  shall  fall  on  the  revenue 
of  the  colony. 

"That  as  regards  Otago  the  whole  interior 
basin  of  the  Upper  Taieri,  Manuherikia,  and 
Upper  Molyneux  is  practically  locked  up  from 
'  profitable  settlement  by  not  being  made  acces- 
sible to  the  seaport,  and  is  at  present  unsale- 
able at  anything  like  £1  per  acre,  but  that  the 
proposed  railway  would  render  the  land  cer- 
tainly saleable  at  a  price  above  that  limit." 

This  being  the  report  of  the  Committee,  the 
Bill  would  have  passed  this  Council  but  for  the 
unfortunate  fact  that  the  Committee  saw  fit 
not  only  to  report  in  favour  of  this  line,  but  to 
attach  to  the  Bill  several  other  lines  of  railway. 
That  insured  its  rejection :  and  the  loss  the 
country  has  suffered  from  this  rejection  bos 
been  very  great.  Were  it  not  for  this,  the 
railway  would  have  been  in  use  by  this  time, 
and  would  have  proved  of  most  valuable  ser- 
vice to  the  colony.  Well,  Sir,  in  1878,  the 
year  following  that  in  which  the  Bill  was  intro- 
duced, this  line  of  railway  was  adopted  by  the 
Government.  It  was  recommended  to  Parlia- 
ment, and  was  included  amongst  the  railways 
authorised  by  Parliament.  Money  was  voted 
for  it,  and  it  was  begun  ;  and  every  year  since 
that  time  sums  of  money  have  been  voccdforit, 
and  the  work  is  now  being  prosecuted.  The 
sums  of  money  which  have  been  voted  are  very 
large,  but  I  am  sorry  to  say  that  the  sums  spent 
are  not  so  largo.  In  the  year  1878-79  there 
was  £S5,000  voted;  in  1879-80,  £120,800;  in 


1880-81,  £68,000;  in  1881-82,  £36,000;  in 
1882-33,  £50,000 ;  in  1883-84,  £130,000 ;  the 
following  year,  £165,000;  and  the  next  year, 
£126,000  ;  and  in  1886,  £140.000  :  making,  alto- 
gether, a  total  of  £891,400.  Tliissnmwas  voted 
for  this  railway.  The  expenditure  upon  it  to 
the  last  date  on  which  accounts  were  furnished 
amounted  to  £328,207,  with  a  further  liability 
of  £66,554  ;  so  that  the  total  amount  actually 
spent  on  the  line  was  £894,761,  or,  in  round 
numbers,  £400,00.'.  Now,  we  have  a  pro- 
posal by  the  Minister  for  Public  Works  the 
other  day,  in  his  Public  Works  Statement,  for 
a  further  expenditure,  beyond  the  liabilitv  of 
£66,000,  of  £103,000— that  is,  to  spend  £170,000, 
bringing  up  the  total  expenditure  on  this  line 
to  just  half  a  million.  Well,  Sir,  the  work 
done  by  means  of  this  large  sum  is  decidedly 
of  an  unremuuerative  character.  Unless  the 
railway  is  carried  farther  into  the  country,  all 
this  money  will  bo  absolutely  thrown  away, 
because  the  point  at  which  it  is  proposed  by 
the  Minister  to  stop  this  railway,  as  a  Govern- 
ment railway,  is  only  forty  miles  in  all,  and 
just  goes  over  the  frontier  of  this  promised 
land.  The  expensive  character  of  the  work  and 
the  difficulties  which  have  been  encountered 
in  the  construction  of  this  line  will  be  easily 
learned.  The  average  cost  per  mile  up  to 
Middlemarch,  the  Government  tonuinus,  will 
be  £12,500,  while  the  ordinary  cost  per  mile  of 
Government  railways  is  an  average  of  a  little 
under  £6,000.  Now,  Sir,  the  result  of  this 
expenditure  is  that  in  a  few  months — some 
time  about  next  September  —  we  shall  have 
twenty  miles  of  the  railway  open  for  traffic, 
leading  to  a  point  which,  I  think,  will  scarcely 
warrant  its  opening  for  traffic.  There  is 
thirteen  miles  further  which  is  partly  made, 
and  the  Government  propose  to  construct 
seven  miles  beyond  that,  bringing  it  up  to  forty 
miles,  to  Middlcmirch,  and  there  stop  it.  The 
principal  difficulties  of  the  line,  however,  have 
been  overcome  by  the  expenditure  that  has 
already  been  made  ;  and  the  difficulties  which 
will  bo  met  with  in  the  prosecution  of  this  work 
over  the  remaining  140  milos  will  he  very  few 
and  trifling,  compared  with  those  which  have 
already  been  encountered.  The  proposal  is  to 
prosecute  this  railway  at  the  average  cost  of 
a  little  under  £6,000  a  mile.  The  route  has 
been  surveyed,  and  even  working  plans  have 
been  made,  and  for  the  last  three  or  four 
years  have  been  lying  complete  in  the  Go- 
vernment offices ;  and  the  cost  of  the  whole 
line,  beginning  at  Middlemarch  and  ending 
at  Lakes  Wanaka  and  Hawea,  is  a  little  over 
£800,000.  And  now  to  continue  the  history 
of  this  undertaking  up  to  date.  Owing  to 
the  want  of  energy  shown  by  the  Government 
in  the  prosecution  of  the  work,  the  three 
County  Councils  through  whoso  districts  the 
railway  was  proposed  to  go  joined  in  appointing 
what  they  called  a  commission  to  inquire  into 
the  character  of  the  line  and  report  upon  it. 
Tlio  Commissioners  reported  in  Juno,  1881. 
The  report  is  a  valuable  one  as  showing  the 
opinions  that  were  come  to  after  a  more  or  less 
complete  inquiry  by  gentlemen  whose  names 
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are  known  to  nearly  every  member  of  this 
Council.  The  Commissioners  included  Messrs. 
Bathgate ;  Henry  Clark,  who  for  years  past 
had  been  one  of  the  most  useful  and  respected 
members  of  the  Otago  Land  Board ;  Mr.  Donald 
Reid,  formerly  a  member  of  the  House  of  Bepre- 
sentatives  and  a  Minister  of  the  Crown ;  and 
Mr.  Horace  Bastings,  also  a  former  member 
of  the  House.  I  will  trouble  the  Council  with 
one  or  two  extracts  from  their  report,  so  that 
the  Council  may  know  the  opinions  of  men  who 
went  over  the  ground  and  made  an  examination 
of  the  condition  of  tlie  country,  and  so  on.  In 
paragraph  3  of  the  report  thoy  say, — 

"A  general  view  of  the  importance  of  the 
line  may  bu  realised  from  the  following  facts : 
It  would  start  from  the  Main  Southern  Trnnk 
line,  only  seven  xniles  south  from  Dunodin, 
thus  having  at  one  terminus  a  population  of 
45,000.  The  district  to  be  traversed  contains 
at  present  a  number  of  industrial  centres, 
including  tlio  Boroughs  of  Alexandra,  Crom- 
well, and  Nasoby,  and  the  Townships  of 
Pembroke,  Albertown,  Bcndigo,  Bannockburn, 
Clyde,  Ophir,  Drybread,  Tinker's,  Cambrian, 
St.  Bathans,  Hill's  Greek,  Kyebum,  Hamil- 
ton, Hyde,  Middlemarch,  and  Hindon.  The 
population  numbers  about  10,000,  all  actively 
engaged  in  agricultural,  pastoral,  and  mining 
pursuits,  and  in  tlic  various  trades  and  manu- 
factures necessary  for  sucli  a  population.  There 
are  twenty- tiirco  post-ofiices,  ten  branch-banks, 
and  twenty-five  scliools,  having  thirty-six  teach- 
ers and  1,503  scholars.  A  Bcsident  Magistrate's 
Court  is  held  at  eleven  different  localities. 
Three  newspapers  are  published  locally— viz., 
the  Mmmt  Ida  Chronicle,  the  Duiistan  Times, 
and  the  Cromwell  Argtis.  Tlie  annual  valua- 
tion of  the  Counties  of  Vincent  and  Maniototo, 
including  boroughs,  is  £84,42<1,  although  nearly 
the  whole  of  the  land  is  still  part  of  the  waste 
lands  of  the  Crown." 

Then  follows  a  long  paragraph  about  the 
importance  of  the  agricultural  and  pastoral 
interests ;  but  I  presume  the  members  of  the 
Council  know  something  of  the  character  of 
this  district,  so  that  I  will  not  inflict  upon  them 
more  of  this  report  than  I  can  avoid,  it  being 
simply  my  object  to  give  a  general  review  of  the 
character  of  the  land.    The  report  states, — 

"  The  various  settlers  examined  spoke,  with- 
out exception,  of  the  remarkable  fertility  of  the 
soil,  and  concurred  in  stating  that  from  30  to 
50  bushels  per  acre  of  good  wheat  have  been 
obtained,  and  from  3D  to  70  bushels  of  oats. 
Turnips  and  other  root-crops  thrive  excellently. 
Such  is  the  superiority  of  the  climate  for  the 
growth  of  cereals  that  places  situated  at  an 
altitude  at  which  grain  would  not  grow  in  Bri- 
tain were  found  to  yield  productively.  Wheat 
was  shown  to  us  at  Naseby  of  good  quality 
which  had  bceu  grown  at  a  height  above  the 
sea  of  2,000ft.  Mr.  Boberts  states  in  his  evi- 
dence in  relation  to  the  high  land  in  the  Hindon 
and  Silverpeak  districts,  'Good  crops  are  grown 
1,500ft.  above  the  sea:  oats  and  magnificent 
turnips.'  The  height  of  Strath-Taieri  plain  at 
its  lowest  point  is  about  625ft.  above  the  sea." 
Hon.  Mr.  Oliver 


Then  the  Commissioners  go  on  to  show  Hie 
drawback  which  settlers  encounter  who  try  to 
pursue  agriculture,  owing  to  the  distance  from 
market  to  the  sea.    They  say, — 

"  Cultivation,  beyond  what  is  necessary  to 
supply  local  wants,  is  subjected  at  present  to 
the  prohibitive  drawbacks  of  distance  from 
market,  and  cost  of  carriage.  We  found  in 
several  instances  two  years*  crops  on  hand. 
These  drawbacks  were  the  only  complaints 
made  by  the  settlers.  They  praised  the  climate 
and  the  fertility  of  the  soil,  and  were  all  desirous 
to  increase  their  area  of  cultivation,  if  facility 
of  communication  could  be  obtained." 

I  shall  not  detain  the  Council  any  longer  by 
reading  this  evidence,  but  it  was  necessary  to 
give  the  Council  some  idea  of  the  character  of 
the  country  to  be  penetrated,  and  I  thought 
that  these  reports  would  show  it  to  us  more 
concisely  than  I  could.  The  report  of  the 
Commissioners  is  here,  and  a  map  attached 
to  it,  which  I  will  lay  on  the  table  for  the 
purpose  of  having  it  consulted  by  honourable 
members.  It  shows  the  proposed  route,  and 
the  character  of  the  land.  I  have  also  a 
similar  map,  which  I  have  from  the  Surveyor- 
General,  and  it  may  possibly  carry  greater 
conviction  to  the  minds  of  honourable  mem- 
bers, although  I  have  ascertained  from  the 
Public  Works  Department  that  his  map  at- 
tached to  the  report  of  the  Commissioners  was 
famished  by  that  department.  That  brings 
the  evidence  in  favour  of  the  line  up  to  1861. 
There  is  a  very  important  item  of  evidence — 
which  I  should  like  to  submit  to  the  Council — 
contained  in  the  report  of  the  Surveyor-General 
presented  to  the  House  on  the  10th  July,  1885. 
It  is  a  report  on  tho  Crown  lands  for  future 
settlements.  The  Surveyor-General  reports  as 
follows  of  the  districts  concerned  : — 

"Nenthom  and  Strath-Taieri,  and  Deep  Dale 
Run  (part  of),  80,000  acres:  Well-grassed  land, 
from  600ft.  to  2,000ft.  altitude,  well  adapted 
for  farms  from  200  acres  to  500  acres — one-half 
for  agriculture  and  tho  other  half  for  pasture. 
Tliis  country  has  been  shut  out  from  Dunedin 
and  the  coast  by  intervening  hills.  On  the 
opening  of  the  Otago  Central  Bailway  it  wUl 
only  be  from  forty  to  fifty  miles  from  Dunedin 
by  rail. 

"  Upper  Taieri  or  Maniototo  Plain  (level  and 
upland),  150,000  acres :  Open  grass-land  ;  at 
present  held  in  runs  which  can  be  resumed  for 
settlement  on  twelve  months'  notice.  Altitude 
of  plain  000ft,  to  2,000ft.  Cereals  and  root-crops 
grow  well.  10,000  acres  at  present  open  for 
application  on  settlement  conditions.  It  wonld 
be  premature  to  open  more  land  until  the  Otago 
Central  Railway  is  extended  to  the  plain. 

"  Ida,  Manuherikia,  and  Upper  Clutha  Valley, 
2.50,000  acres:  Similar  country  to  the  above, 
and  also  held  on  pastoral  lease ;  should  not  be 
opened  until  country  is  more  advanced.  About 
20,000  acres  of  it  survcj'ed,  and  now  open  for 
selection  on  settlement  conditions." 

I  shall  finish  tho  evidence  drawn  from  o£Scial 
sources  by  referring  to  the  report  of  the  Waste 
Lands  Committee  of  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives, to  whom  was  referred  this  Bill  in  May 
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last.  The  following  is  an  extract  from  the 
evidence  given  before  that  Committee  by  Mr. 
McKerrow,  Surveyor-General : — 

"  1.  The  Chairman.]  It  is  the  wish  of  the 
Committee  to  learn — ^first,  the  quantity  of  land 
which  would  be  affected  under  the  concession- 
clauaes  of  this  Bill ;  next,  as  to  the  quality  of 
the  land  and  its  availability  for  settlement — 
how  much  of  it  is  agricultural  and  how  much 
pastoral  land.  Will  yon  bo  good  enough  to 
make  a  statement  on  both  these  points,  and 
afterwards  answer  questions  that  members  of 
the  Committee  may  ask  you  ? — Yes.  From  this 
Bill  I  observe  that  it  embraces  that  portion  of 
the  Central  Railway  from  Taieri  Lake  to  Lakes 
Wanaka  and  Hawea.  The  distance  is  about 
110  miles.  The  Bill  further  states  that  all 
land  within  fifteen  miles  each  side  of  the  rail- 
way is  to  be  considered  in  connection  there- 
with. That  includes  an  area  of  1,820,000 
acres,  of  which  tlicre  are  170,000  acres  of  free- 
hold aod  public  reserves,  leaving  of  Crown 
lands  1,650,000  acres.  For  the  convenience  of 
the  Committee  I  have  divided  the  line  into  two 
parts.  It  will  be  more  convenient  to  do  so, 
considering  the  nature  of  the  land  through 
which  it  passes.  From  the  Taieri  Lake  to 
Clyde  is  a  distance  of  sixty  miles.  Of  Grown 
lands  there  are  1,030,000  acres.  Of  this  area, 
£30,000  acres  may  bo  deemed  pastoral,  and 
200,000  acres  agricultural.  Taking  that  portion 
of  the  land  from  Clyde  to  Hawea,  a  distance  of 
fifty  miles,  there  are  of  Crown  lands  620,000 
acres,  of  which  570,000  acres  may  be  deemed 
pastoral  and  50,000  agricultural  land.  In  both 
cases  I  estimate  the  agricultural  land  at  £1 
per  acre ;  the  pastoral  land  in  the  first  division, 
from  Taieri  Lake  to  Clyde,  at  128.  6d.  an  acre  ; 
the  division  between  Clyde  and  Uawea  (pas- 
toral land)  I  estimate  at  lOs.  an  acre.  Tlie 
whole  cash  value  of  both  divisions,  pastoral 
and  agricultural,  over  the  whole  line,  as  above 
stated,  is  about  £1,000,000  sterling.  Next  as 
to  the  nature  of  the  land.  The  railway-line 
begins  at  Taieri  Lake,  running  through  a  large 
trace  of  level  country  called  the  Upper  Taieri 
Plain,  thence  to  the  Ida  Valley,  thence  to 
Manuherikia,  thence  through  the  Gorge  to 
Cromwell,  thence  to  the  Upper  CIntha  Valley. 
These  valleys  are  all  very  similar  in  respect  to 
the  quality  of  the  land,  being  mostly  of  a 
gravelly  soil,  with  a  deeper  soil  along  the 
£aargin  of  the  mountain-slopes.  Speaking  as 
regards  its  suitability  for  agriculture,  it  might 
be  described  as  possessing  a  light  sweet  soil, 
that  yields  crops  admirably  in  moist  seasons ; 
but,  as  the  climate  of  all  the  interior  of  Otago 
is  rather  dry,  there  is  always  an  uncertainty  of 
gathering  in  the  crops  from  year  to  year.  But 
wherever  irrigation  has  been  resorted  to  and 
there  is  water  available  the  security  of  crops 
is  a  matter  of  certainty.  Wheat  will  grow  m 
this  district  and  ripen  well,  in  good  selected 
spots,  up  to  an  elevation  of  1,800ft. ;  oats  to  an 
elevation  of  S,000ft.  But,  as  all  the  level  land, 
or  that  which  is  likely  to  be  cultivated,  is  under 
an  altitude  of  2,000ft.,  that  may  bo  deemed  to 
be  the  limit  of  cultivation. 


"  80.  I  have  your  report  here — the  report  of 
the  Surveyor-General  made  in  1885  [C.-S], 
You  recommended  tliat  these  lands  should  not 
bo  sold,  but  should  be  held  in  suspense  until 
the  railway  is  built.  Will  you  tell  me  the 
meaning  of  the  word  '  advanced '  used  in  that 
report? — Until  there  is  more  population,  and 
until  the  conditions  of  the  country  should  be 
altered. 

"  31.  You  did  not  think  that  certain  lands 
should  be  sold  until  the  railway  was  extended 
to  the  district  ? — Yes.  I  should  like  to  explain 
to  the  Committee  what  I  might  call  the  reason 
of  giving  this  return  at  all.  It  was  obtained 
by  Air.  Alontgomery  ;  and  the  direction  given  to 
me  was  not  to  draw  up  a  general  scheme  at  all, 
but  to  say  what  particular  land  would  be  suit- 
able for  agricultural  purposes.  Had  I  l>een 
free  to  give  a  general  report  I  would,  as  I  am 
now  pointing  out,  have  stated  that  it  would 
be  an  unwise  thing  to  give  this  land  for  purely 
agricultural  purposes  although  it  is  agricul- 
tural land.  The  land  must  bo  associated  with 
the  high  country  if  the  most  is  co  be  taken  out 
of  the  district. 

"  32.  You  spoke  just  now  of  the  '  light  soil : ' 
will  you  give  the  Committee  some  account  of 
the  bulk  of  the  crops  gtown  there  ? — Yes.  On 
the  Crown  Terraco,  at  an  altitude  of  l,800tt., 
they  have  grown  wheat  for  several  seasons,  as 
much  as  50  bushels  to  the  acre.  Oats  they 
have  grown — I  hardly  like  to  repeat  tlio  quan- 
tity to  the  acre,  but,  according  to  reports,  as 
much  as  100  bushels  has  been  grown  to  the 
acre.  The  Crown  Terrace  is  a  flat  piece  oC  land, 
of  a  virgin  soil.  It  has  grown  crops  for  a  few 
years,  but  I  do  not  think  it  will  continue  to  do 
so  unless  fertilisers  are  added.  But,  coming  to 
the  district  of  Sowbum,  Moniototo  Plain,  a 
digger  there  brought  in  water  from  the  hills,  and 
gave  the  land  a  good  soak  to  start  the  crops.  I 
never  saw  finer  crops  of  wheat,  oats,  and  barley 
than  he  produced.  The  elevation  was  about 
1,000ft.  These  crops  were  grown  on  land  that 
you  would  decidedly  call  'light.'  The  soil 
consists  principally  of  mica -schist,  which, 
where  it  is  decomposed,  is  well  adapted  for 
growing  fruit.  The  finest  fruit  in  Otago  is 
grown  up  in  the  Clutha  district. 

"  33.  Mr.  Whytc]  Can  water  be  brought  on 
to  this  land  ? — Yes ;  at  the  bases  of  the  hills 
the  farmer  can  take  it  in  little  streamlets  from 
the  snow-fed  rivers.  1  might  say  that,  in 
calculating  the  future  capacity  of  the  country, 
the  question  is  not  so  much  the  nature  of  the 
soil  as  the  amount  of  available  water  and  the 
facilities  for  bringing  it  on  to  tlie  land. 

"  34.  Mr.  Puke.]  There  is  a  great  deal  of 
lime  there  ? — Yes. 

"  3d.  There  are  what  they  call  travertines 
there,  which  have  the  effect  of  an  open-air 
hothouse  upon  growth  ? — Yes." 

I  think  I  have  adduced  a  sufScient  amount 
of  evidence  to  show  that  this  country  is  emi- 
nently suitable  for  scttlomont,  and  that  at  pre- 
sent it  is  undeveloped  owing  to  the  want  of 
easy  communication.  The  idea  embodied  in 
the  first  attempt — the  Strath-Taieri  and  Clyde 
Railway  Bill — the  idea  of  using  the  land  as  a 
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means  of  obtaining  the  construction  of  railways 
has  never  been  abandoned.  It  will  be  in  the 
memory  of  honourable  members  that  two  or 
three  attempts  have  been  made  to  use  land  for 
this  purpose.  In  1881  the  Railways  Construc- 
tion and  Land  Act  was  passed,  and  the  Otago 
Central  Bailway  was  included  in  the  schedule 
as  one  of  the  railways  to  be  made  under  that 
Act.  There  wore,  in  all,  five  railways  included 
in  the  schedule  to  the  Act,  which  the  Govern- 
ment wore  empowered  to  enter  into  contracts 
for  within  a  certain  limited  time.  But,  as 
honourable  members  know,  the  only  railway 
which  has  hitherto  been  constructed  under 
the  Act  IS  the  VVellington-Manawatu  Railway. 
The  reason  for  the  limited  application  of 
that  Act  is  not  far  to  see.  It  is  that  the  en- 
dowments authorised  by  that  Act  are  not  suf- 
ficient to  induce  capitalists  to  embark  their 
money  in  such  works.  The  endowments  in 
land  which  the  Government  were  empowered 
to  give  under  that  Act  amounted  to  30  per 
cent,  on  £5,000  a  mile.  The  endowment  which 
this  Bill  proposes  is  .S3  per  cent,  on  a  sura 
slightly  less  than  £6,000  a  mile.  But,  as  I 
shall  show,  the  endowment  given  to  the  Wel- 
lington -  Jlanawatu  Railway  Company  was 
reeuly  much  in  excels  of  this  80  per  cent,  on 
£5,000  a  mile,  for  the  Council  will  remcmbor 
that  very  expensive  works  had  been  begun  in 
the  neighbourhood  of  Wellington,  amounting 
in  cost  to  between  £30,000  and  £40,000 ;  also 
that  plant  had  been  imported  for  that  railway, 
and  that  the  work  and  a  portion  of  that  plant 
were  handed  over  to  the  Wellington- Mana- 
watu  Railway  Company.  And,  in  addition  to 
that,  they  had  power  given  to  them  to  reclaim 
from  the  harbour  thirty  acres  of  land,  which 
they  did  at  scarcely  any  cost,  by  using  earth  from 
the  tannels  for  that  pnrpose,  and  thereby  they 
got  a  very  valuable  endowment.  I  find  that  this 
sum  they  got  in  excess  added  to  the  80  per  cent, 
contemplated  by  the  Act  amounted  to  just  the 
same  thing  a.s  the  33  per  cent,  on  the  slightly 
larger  estimate  per  mile  with  which  it  is  con- 
templated in  this  Bill  to  endow  this  railway. 
Thirty  per  cent,  on  £.5,000  a  mile  is  £1,600,  and 
33  per  cent,  on  £6,000  is  £1,980.  The  differ- 
ence is  £480.  One  hundred  and  eighty  miles 
at  £480  a  mile  amounts  to  £86,400 ;  and  I  think 
honourable  members  will  find,  if  they  properly 
estimate  the  value  of  the  works,  the  plant, 
and  the  reclamation  given  to  the  Wellington- 
Manawatu  Bailwav,  that  the  extra  endowment 
would  bring  up  the  endowment  to  just  the 
same  as  this  Bill  proposes  for  the  Otago  Cen- 
tral. As  to  the  character  of  the  Bill,  as  I  have 
already  said  the  Government  is  empowered  by 
it  to  enter  into  a  contract  with  a  company, 
syndicate,  firm,  or  person  for  the  construc- 
tion of  the  line,  and  to  endow  the  company 
with  a  portion  of  the  land  developed  by  the 
railway.  The  amount  of  the  endowment  on 
the  estimate  of  £850,000  will  bo  £280,500— that 
is  to  say,  83  per  cent.  I  should  say  that  this 
endowment  is  to  be  selected  from  a  distance  of 
fifteen  miles  on  each  side  of  the  railway,  and 
the  company  is  to  have  alternate  blocks  with 
the  Government.  The  area  within  the  fifteen- 
Bon,  ISr.  Oliver 


mile  distance  is  declared  by  Mr.  McKerrow  to 
be  1,820,000  acres,  and,  deducting  the  portion 
of  the  land  already  sold  and  the  reserves,  it 
amounts  to  1,650,000  acres.  And  if  you  esti- 
mate the  lands  given  and  which  will  bo  tairen 
by  the  company  at  15s.  per  acre,  the  endow- 
ment will  consist  of  374,000  acres,  or  about  23 
per  cent,  of  the  Crown  lands  within  the  fifteen- 
mile  limit.  That  will  leave  the  GoTemment 
78  per  cent,  of  the  lands  within  the  fifteen-mile 
limit ;  so  that,  by  giving  the  company  22  per 
cent.,  the  railway  will  give  to  the  remaining  TB 
per  cent,  a  far  greater  value  than  will  bring  it 
up  to  its  original  value  before  the  railway  was 
made.  I  think  that  is  quite  evident.  The  valua- 
tion of  the  land  to  form  this  endowment  is  to  be 
mode  by  the  Surveyor-General  on  the  side  of  the 
Govenmient  and  by  a  person  appointed  by  the 
company,  and,  in  case  of  their  disagreement, 
by  an  umpire.  But  the  value  of  the  land  is 
not  to  be  less  than  10s.  an  acre.  There  is  also 
this  provision  in  the  Bill :  that  the  land  is  not 
to  be  sold  in  large  blocks,  or  at  the  will  of  ths 
company.  It  is  to  be  sold  in  accordance  with 
the  land-laws  of  the  colony  at  the  date  when 
it  is  sold.  The  mining  lands  are  not  to  be 
granted,  so  that  that  industry  is  protected  by 
one  or  two  clauses  which  seem  to  me  to  antici- 
pate every  objection  from  that  quarter.  Thes* 
are  tho  principal  points  in  the  Bill.  The  re- 
mainder, and  by  far  the  larger  part  of  the 
Bill,  is  almost  a  copy  of  the  Midland  Bail- 
way  Bill,  and  relates  to  the  method  of  issuing 
debentures  by  the  company.  I  will  point 
out  that  this  Bill  is  exceedingly  modest  in 
its  requirements.  It  is  exceedingly  restrained 
in  its  dealing  with  the  land  and  with  the 
general  interests  of  the  country ;  and  all  I 
can  say  is  that,  if  by  means  of  it  a  company 
with  sufficient  capital  can  be  induced  to  make 
this  railway,  we  shall  obtain  a  most  useful  and 
long-desired  work  at  really  no  cost  at  all  as  far 
as  we  are  concerned.  The  land  itself  is  good, 
and  only  awaits  the  constraction  of  this  line 
for  agriculture,  horticulture,  and  very  many 
industries,  as  well  as  the  most  important  in- 
dustry of  mining,  to  be  encouraged  and  de- 
veloped. Tho  people  of  the  world  will  be  per- 
mitted, b}'  means  of  this  line,  to  have  access  to 
some  of  the  most  beautiful  scenery  which  the 
earth  contains.  There  is  one  other  point  which 
I  will  just  refer  to,  and  that  is  the  present 
depressed  condition  of  the  colony,  a  mattei 
which  is  by  no  means  to  be  lost  sight  of.  con- 
sidering that  we  are  spending  close  on  £70,000 
a  year  for  the  employment  of  the  otherwise 
unemployed.  That  of  itself  is  a  consideration. 
If  this  great  work  can  be  achieved  by  the 
means  which  I  have  attempted  to  detail  to  the 
Council,  I  am  sure  that  all  will  agree  that  the 
work  should  bo  proceeded  with.  I  move.  That 
the  Bill  be  read  the  second  time. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  SCOTLAND.— I  wish  to  give 
my  reasons  briefly  for  voting  for  the  second 
reading  of  this  Bill.  Of  course  I  am  already 
familiar,  as  I  suppose  most  honourable  mem- 
bers are,  with  the  documents  from  which  such 
copious  extracts  have  been  read  by  the  honour- 
able gentleman  in  moving  the  second  reading 
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of  the  Bill.  If  I  had  nover  looked  at  one  of 
these  documents  I  am  bound  to  say  that  the 
honourable  gentleman  has  so  skilfully  arranged 
his  extracts,  and  has  made  out  so  good  a  case 
'  for  the  second  reading  of  the  Bill,  that  had  I  been 
in  doubt  which  way  to  vote  I  should  most  de- 
cidedly have  become  a  convert.  Even  allowing 
a  considerable  margin  for  enthusiasm  in  the 
description  of  the  country  through  which  this 
line  is  proposed  to  be  taken,  still  there  is  no 
doubt  that  the  report  of  the  Commissioners 
describes  a  magnificent  country — though  tboy 
do  not  say  all  the  land  is  of  surpassing  rich- 
ness. They  do  not  say  it  is  all  fit  for  agricul- 
ture. 1  think  what  they  tell  us  is  much  more 
promising  than  if  they  described  a  merely 
agricultural  country.  Wiiat  is  it  that  makes 
fiance  such  a  rich  country  ?  She  has  a  fine 
climate  and  a  fine  soil.  This  it  is  which  makes 
France  so  rich:  that  she  can  grow  such  a 
diversity  of  crops.  If  one  crop  fails  there  is 
another  to  fall  back  upon.  This  it  is  which 
enables  the  small  landed  proprietors  in  France 
to  pull  through  in  all  seasons,  and  under  dis- 
couraging circumstances  which  would  be  the 
ruin  of  small  landed  proprietors  in  England, 
who  rely  npon  a  crop  of  one  character  only. 
The  land  in  question  will  produce  in  abund- 
ance com,  fruit,  and  wool  of  superior  quality. 
I  am  very  glad  indeed  that  it  is  proposed  to 
carry  another  line  into  the  interior  of  New 
Zealand.  I  wish  we  had  more  lines  penetrat- 
ing into  the  interior  of  the  country.  Owing 
to  the  manner  in  which  the  colony  was  settled 
the  temptation  has  been  too  great  to  follow 
the  level  land  and  lay  down  railway-lines  along 
the  coast,  competing  with  the  steamboat  traffic 
to  the  great  injury  of  our  coasting  trade.  Our 
railways  seem  to  have  done  all  the  injury  they 
possibly  could  do  the  coasting  trade ;  and  then, 
OS  if  to  give  a  lift  to  the  coasting  trade  again, 
we  spend  hundreds  of  thousands  upon  harbours, 
to  the  injury  of  the  railways  we  have  con- 
structed at  such  enormous  cost.  The  rising 
generation  of  New  Zealand  has  become  so 
efieminate  that  it  has  no  stomach  to  take  a 
soa- voyage.  People  must  get  into  a  comfortable 
railway-train  and  be  carried  upon  these  easy- 
going lines  over  level  country  along  the  coast. 
Of  course  we  shall  hear  the  usual  cry,  that 
it  is  a  bad  bargain  for  the  colony.  We  heard 
the  same  cry  the  other  day  about  the  Mid- 
land Bailway.  It  was  said  that  the  colony 
was  going  to  give  away  too  much  valuable 
land,  although  it  sometimes  suits  the  book  of 
these  gentlemen  to  denounce  the  land  as  per- 
fect rubbish,  which  will  ruin  any  company 
that  has  anything  to  do  with  it.  Now,  I 
bave  no  doubt  we  shall  be  told  that  all  this 
valuable  land  is  to  be  given  away  to  an  out- 
sider, and  that  nothing  is  to  bo  left  to  the 
colony.  But  the  same  thing  was  said  in  re- 
gard to  the  Wellington-Manawatu  line.  It 
was  then  said,  "  What  a  bad  bargain  it  will 
be  for  the  colony  I  what  a  lot  of  money  these 
people  will  make  in  selling  the  land!"  Let 
them  make  money.  I  wish  they  may  make 
money.  Theirs  is  the  enterprise,  and  theirs 
ought  to  he  the  profit.    But  for  every  pound 


they  make  will  not  the  colony  be  richer  by 
many  pounds?  The  plutocrats  of  the  colony 
will  not  like  this.  This  is  not  their  idea  of 
settling  the  country.  Their  idea  of  settling 
the  country  is  shutting  up  country  and  divid- 
ing it  into  sheep-  and  cattle-runs.  Now  Zea- 
land must  have  a  large  accession  to  her  popu- 
lation and  capital  before  long,  or  it  will  be  in  a 
very  bad  state.  This,  in  my  opinion,  will  bring 
an  accession  of  both  population  aud  capital. 
Therefore  I  hail  the  appearance  of  this  Bill 
with  very  groat  satisfaction.  It  will  not  tempt 
the  settlers  of  New  Zealand  to  embark  their 
capital  in  the  railway,  because,  unfortunately, 
we  are  too  poor  to  embark  money  in  it,  and  the 
interest  likely  to  be  returned  is  not  sufficient 
temptation  to  us.  That  interest,  although  it 
is  small,  may  be  sufficient  to  tempt  persons  in 
England  to  embark  their  money  in  it ;  and  let 
thom,  by  all  means,  do  so.  The  proportion  of 
land  to  be  given  I  consider  is  very  moderate. 
I  would  give  away  every  acre  we  have  got  to 
persons  who  are  capable  and  willing  to  occupy 
and  cultivate  it.  I  would  not  look  to  the  land 
as  a  source  of  profit  at  all.  I  know  some 
people  think  that  we  ought  to  keep  an  enor- 
mous reserve  of  land.  I  have  heard  it  said 
tliat  if  wo  go  on  parting  with  our  land  we  shall 
be  the  less  able  to  raise  loans  on  the  Lou- 
don market,  and  that  the  land  ought  to  remain 
as  security  for  the  foreign  bondholders.  Non- 
sense 1  The  best  security  for  the  foreign  bond- 
holders is  the  progress  and  improvement  of  the 
colony.  Every  man  who  comes  out  hero  with 
money  and  settles  on  the  land  and  increases 
the  amount  of  our  exports  adds  to  the  security 
of  the  colony.  If  we  had  not  an  acre  of  waste 
land  left,  yet,  so  long  as  we  wore  on  industrious 
people,  so  long  as  our  exports  were  progressing 
satisfactorily,  we  should  have  the  best  security 
to  offer  to  the  foreign  bondholders.  Depend 
upon  it  the  people  in  England  do  not  inquire 
how  much  land  we  have  in  New  Zealand  as 
security.  They  turn  to  our  exports  and  ask, 
"  Are  their  exports  on  the  increase  ?  Are  the 
people  of  New  Zealand  industrious?"  Those 
are  the  questions  which  are  more  likely  to  be 
asked.  The  honourable  gentleman  has  dealt 
BO  thoroughly  with  the  matter  that  he  has  left 
nothing  further  for  any  one  to  say  in  praise  of 
the  Bill.  He  made  out,  in  my  opmion,  a  very 
good  case  for  it ;  and  I  think  it  will  be  of  very 
great  benefit  to  this  colony  if  this  Bill  is  allowed 
to  be  road  a  second  time  and  to  become  law 
during  the  present  session.  I  shall  have  very 
much  pleasure  in  voting  for  it. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  SHRIMSKI.— I  am  not  one  of 
the  great  sheep-farmers,  but  I  am  one  who 
at  all  times  take  an  interest  in  what  comes 
before  this  Chamber.  As  regards  the  private 
railways  constructed  under  either  the  District 
Bailways  Act  or  the  Railways  Construction  or 
other  Acts,  I  have  always  recorded  my  vote 
according  to  my  conscience.  The  honourable 
gentleman  who  moved  the  second  reading  of 
this  Bill  ought  to  be  complimented  on  the  very 
able  manner  in  which  he  discharged  that  duty. 
No  doubt  he  has  token  a  great  deal  of  trouble 
to  make  himself  thoroughly  acquainted  with 
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^hat  he  wae  laying  before  the  Council.  The 
promoter  of  the  Bill  also  ought  to  be  congratu- 
lated ;  for  I  sincerely  believe  that  it  is  one  of 
his  most  earnest  desires  to  see  this  railway 
carried  out.  He  has  worked  for  a  number  of 
years  in  that  direction,  and  at  last  he  has  suc- 
ceeded in  carrying  the  Bill  through  the  other 
Chamber.  Before  going  any  further,  I  would 
ask  those  honourable  gentlemen  representing 
the  Government  in  this  Chamber  whether  they 
are  supporting  this  measure  or  not,  and  I  shall 
wait  for  an  answer.  There  does  not  seem  to  be 
any  answer.  I  will  therefore  give  my  reasons 
for  asking  the  question.  I  have  asked  a  simple 
question,  and  I  expected  to  get  an  answer.  It 
seems  to  me  that  the  Government  did  give  per- 
mission for  this  Bill  to  be  introduced,  because 
no  measure  of  this  nature  can  be  introduced 
without  the  sanction  of  the  Government.  Any 
Bill  dealing  with  the  lands  of  the  colony  must 
have  the  sanction  of  the  Government.  Hence, 
I  presume  the  Government  has  given  its  sanc- 
tion for  the  introduction  of  this  Bill.  It  ap- 
pears that  the  Government  intended  to  support 
this  Bill,  because  they  set  aside  a  day  for  dis- 
cussing the  measure  in  the  other  Chamber. 
Therefore  I  come  to  the  conclusion  that  the 
Government  are  in  favour  of  passing  the 
Bill.  As  far  as  I  am  concerned,  I  have  only  a 
few  words  to  say.  I  would  not  have  spoken  so 
early,  or  have  assigned  any  reason  for  the  ac- 
tion I  intend  to  take,  if  it  had  not  been  that  I 
intend  to  go  south,  and  I  do  not  wish  to  give  a 
silent  vote  on  this  matter.  Therefore  I  intend 
to  say  a  few  words  on  the  subject.  The 
honourable  gentleman  who  introduced  this 
Bill,  as  I  said  before,  deserves  great  credit. 
He  made  the  district  appear  almost  a  Garden 
of  Eden,  and  showed  that  everything  good  and 
beautiful  is  to  be  found  in  it.  I  am  very 
happy  to  hear  it.  I  know  a  contractor,  on 
whose  word  I  can  depend ;  he  is  a  close  neigh- 
bour of  mine,  and  has  had  a  contract  upon 
this  very  line;  and  I  am  bound  to  take  his 
word,  because  I  have  no  cause  to  think  that 
what  he  stated  was  not  the  truth.  He  told  me 
that  it  was  one  of  the  worst  lines  ever  under- 
taken by  the  colony,  and  one  which  would 
never  pay. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  OLIVEK.— That  ia  true,  as  far 
as  the  line  has  been  already  constructed. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  SHBIMSKI.— Then  we  go  a 
little  further.  If  the  line  will  not  pay  for  the 
first  forty  miles,  I  should  like  to  know  how  it  is 
going  to  pay  beyond  tliat  point.  We  are  told 
by  the  honourable  gentleman  who  introduced 
this  Bill  that  it  is  intended  to  take  the  rail- 
way up  to  Lake  Wanaka.  I  suppose  the 
honourable  gentleman  knows  very  well  that 
there  is  already  constructed  a  railway  which 
can  take  passengers  up  to  Queenstown,  in 
the  Lake  District;  and  the  construction  of 
another  line  will,  in  my  opinion,  be  a  waste 
of  public  money,  even  though  it  should  be 
proved  that  anything  would  hereafter  be  re- 
turned to  the  Grown  for  the  outlay.  We 
ore  then  told  by  the  honourable  gentleman 
that  it  will  not  cost  the  colony  a  penny.  If  it 
will  not  cost  the  colony  a  penny,  I  suppose 
Hon.  Mr.  Shrimshi 


land  is  to  be  picked  up  for  nothing ;  if  so,  I 
cannot  understand  how  people  find  such  diffi- 
culty in  getting  hold  of  it.  I  ask  the  Govern- 
ment, as  I  have  already  done,  whether  they 
are  going  to  support  this  Bill  or  not.  I  have 
also  said  that  they  have  given  the  promoter 
cause  and  reason  to  believe  that  they  wonld 
support  it.  I  suppose  they  have  an  object 
in  view ;  and  I  may  say  that,  if  I  lun  not 
divulging  secrets — though  I  did  not  think  it 
was  a  secret — I  was  told  in  the  lobby,  within 
a  few  hours  after  the  passing  of  the  Bill 
in  the  other  Chamber,  that  the  Bill  was  a 
bad  Bill  and  that  the  Bill  ought  to  be  re- 
jected; and  I,  not  wanting  to  participate  in 
any  further  information,  or  to  listen  to  what 
my  informant  wished  to  say,  told  him  that  I 
declined  to  be  present  any  longer,  and  left  him. 
But  be  told  me  that  the  gentleman  who  tdd 
him  this  was  a  Minister  of  the  Crown,  who 
had  said  that  the  Bill  was  bad,  inasmach  as 
it  was  not  constructed  on  the  lines  of  the 
District  Railways  Act  or  the  Railways  €<»■ 
struction  Act,  but  on  the  lines  of  the  Midland 
Railway  Act.  If  this  is  so,  why  do  not  the 
Government  try  to  drop  the  Bill  and  efleet 
an  alteration  in  accordance  with  their  viewi? 
But  there  is  more  behind  this.  The  Govern- 
ment wanted  to  remove  the  responsibility  oS 
the  shoulders  of  the  other  Chamber  and  place 
it  on  the  shoulders  of  the  Council.  I  say 
such  conduct  as  this  is  very  reprehensible.  In 
my  opinion,  as  far  as  the  line  is  concerned,  it 
will  never  pay ;  and  the  giving  land  to  a  com- 
pany for  the  purpose  of  constructing  the  line 
will  have  the  effect  of  leading  us  deeper  and 
deeper  into  trouble,  the  same  as  was  caused  by 
the  Midland  Railway  Act.  In  my  opinion  we 
ought  to  try  and  stop  new  constructions  of  this 
character.  If  the  line  is  likely  to  i>ay,  then  by 
all  meajis  lot  the  Government  carry  oat  the 
work ;  and  if  it  is  not  good  enough  for  the 
Government  it  cannot  bo  good  enough  for  the 
company,  who,  if  they  undertake  the  work, 
will  be  ultimately  coming  to  Parliament  and 
asking  for  compensation.  I  therefore  intend 
to  oppose  the  second  reading  of  the  Bill. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  McLEAN.— My  honoaiabl« 
friend  who  has  introduced  this  Bill  has  done 
so  in  such  flowing  language— taking  this  lan- 
guage from  the  celebrated  Commission — and 
has  read  the  extracts  from  the  Commissioners' 
report  in  such  a  way  that  I  began  to  think  that 
I  knew  very  little  of  the  country  through  which 
the  railway  would  pass,  although  I  have  been 
over  it  over  and  over  again. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  OLIVER.— So  have  I. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  McLEAN.— Sir,  my  honourable 
friend  has  put  forward  in  glowing  terms  the 
great  bargain  the  colony  is  to  moke  fay  handing 
these  tracts  of  lemd  over  to  a  syndicate.  Now. 
what  is  a  syndicate  ?  A  syndicate  consists  of 
a  few  men  clubbed  together  in  order  to  get 
money  out  of  the  ignorant  people  in  Bnglond 
by  a  scheme  out  of  which  they  hope  to  make  a 
very  large  profit  themselves.  That  is  what  a 
syndicate  is.  Syndicates  have  taken  a  Teiy 
large  amount  out  of  our  loans  and  oar  neces- 
sities.   Syndicates,  it  appears  to  me,  are  going 
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to  make  large  amounts  out  of  these  railways 
now ;  and,  whoever  the  poor  unfortunates  may 
be  that  embark  in  these  undertakings,  I  have 
no  doubt  the  syndicates  will  make  money  out 
of  them.  I  believe,  myself,  in  putting  a  thing 
fairly  to  the  people,  and  making  a  bargain  fair 
to  both  sides,  and  then  standing  or  falling  by 
the  bargain.  The  honourable  gentleman  has 
read  out  of  the  Commissioners'  report  a  number 
of  extracts ;  bat  my  honourable  friend  was  once 
ft  Minister  of  the  Crown,  and  one  of  the  first 
steps  the  Government  of  which  he  was  a  mem- 
ber did  when  it  came  into  office  was  to  appoint 
a  Commission  to  go  over  all  these  lines  and  see 
how  far  the  Government  would  be  justified  in 
constmoting  certain  railways  through  the 
colony.  The  Commissioners  examined  the 
Otago  Central  Bailway-line,  and  in  their  report 
there  is  a  list  of  railways  which  are  "  not 
recommended : "  among  them  is  the  Otago 
Central  Bailway. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  OLIVER.— Yes ;  foroonatmc- 
tion  by  the  colony. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  McLEAN. — If  it  was  not  a  good 
thing  for  the  colony  to  construct,  how  could 
it  be  a  good  thing  for  any  other  body  to  under- 
take ?  I  will  just  read  this  report  of  practical 
men.  The  report  that  has  been  reaid  is  the 
report  of  the  interested  people  through  whose 
lands  the  line  is  proposed  to  run.  The  report 
of  the  Commission  I  have  referred  to  is  as  fol- 
lows : — 

"  We  are  of  opinion  that  the  circumstances 
and  requirements  of  the  colony  do  not  warrant 
the  construction  of  this  costly  line  of  railway, 
for  which  the  engineer's  estimate  is  £1,100,000. 
But  a  very  small  proportion  of  the  land  through 
which  the  route  has  been  surveyed  is  at  all  fit 
for  agricultural  purposes,  and  the  population 
spread  over  the  district  is  far  too  limited  to 
aifiord  encouragement  for  an  expenditure  so 
large  as  that  proposed  for  this  line. 

"  The  works  through  the  Taieri  Gorge,  a  dis- 
tance of  over  thirty  miles,  are  of  a  very  difficult 
and  expensive  nature,  consisting  to  a  great 
extent  of  a  succession  of  curves  through  rock- 
cutting;  and,  as  there  is  no  access  from  the 
country  on  either  side,  this  portion  of  the  line 
must  remain  totally  unproductive. 

"  When  the  necessity  arises  for  a  railway  to 
tap  that  part  of  the  interior  of  Otago  which 
comprises  the  Maniototo  Plains,  the  Ida 
Valley,  the  Dnnstan  District,  and  the  Upper 
Clutha,  careful  surveys  should  be  made  with  a 
view  to  find  a  cheaper  and  shorter  route,  and 
one  which  would  pass  through  a  smaller  extent 
of  unprofitable  country.  From  the  evidence 
brought  before  us  upon  this  subject,  we  think 
special  attention  should  be  given  to  the  sur- 
vey of  the  country  between  Livingstone  and 
Naseby,  as  a  line  by  this  route  would  shorten 
the  communication  between  the  interior  and  a 
port  of  shipment  by  many  miles. 

"  We  desire  to  express  our  regret  that  so 
much  money  has  already  been  spent  between 
Hiodon  and  Mosgiel,  as  from  our  examination 
of  the  line  we  can  come  to  no  other  conclusion 
than  that  it  would  be  for  the  best  interests  of 
the  colony  to  abandon  it.    The  entire  under- 


taking is,  in  our  opinion,  uncalled -for,  and 
should  not  have  been  commenced." 

An  Hon.  Mbubeb. — Would  you  read  the 
names  of  the  Commissioners  ? 

The  Hon.  Mr.  McLEAN. — They  were  Messrs. 
Oswald  Curtis,  J.  M.  Clark,  Edward  Peorce, 
John  Beid,  and  Edward  G.  Wright.  Any  one 
who  hod  gone  through  this  district  and  had  seen 
the  terrible  country  which  the  line  has  gone 
through  would  have  hesitated  before  adopting 
this  route.  It  ought  to  be  a  great  attraction 
to  tourists.  I  would  point  out,  however,  that 
there  is  another  line,  made  up  the  Shag  Valley, 
which  could  have  been  reached  at  the  same 
point,  the  Taieri  Lake,  through  to  the  Manio- 
toto Plains.  It  has  been  stated  that  the 
money  spent  on  this  railway  is  £400,000,  and  I 
think  that  the  line  ought  to  be  completed  up 
to  the  Taieri  Lake.  But  even  the  best  friends 
of  the  railway  admit,  that  it  will  not  pay 
more  than  working-expenses  for  some  time.  I 
shall  be  pleased  if  this  turns  out  to  be  the  cose, 
and  I  thmk  it  is  worth  completing  to  the  Taieri 
Lake,  and  I  shall  support  the  completion  of 
the  railway  up  to  this  point,  seeing  that  the 
railway  has  been  commended.  Now,  Sir,  I 
wish  to  ask  why  we  should  be  requested  to 
pass  this  Bill  without  submitting  it  to  a  Com- 
mittee and  without  carefully  examining  the 
Bill.  It  is  almost  word  for  word  a  copy  of  the 
Midland  Bailway  Act  which  has  led  the  colony 
into  such  trouble — trouble  that  we  are  suffering 
from  now,  and  which  we  do  not  know  the  end  of. 
Negotiations  are  still  going  on.  We  passed 
amending  resolutions,  which  are  to  be  em- 
bodied in  a  Bill  in  reference  to  the  Midland 
Bailway.  But  I  understand  that  even  these 
are  not  considered  satisfactory,  although  we 
have  departed  very  much  from  the  provisions 
of  the  Act,  and  given  greater  facilities  to  the 
people  to  carry  on  the  line.  And,  when  wo  are 
in  trouble  with  another  company,  why  should 
we  take  that  Act  as  a  pattern  for  this  Bill  ?  I 
am  not  prepared  to  go  this  length,  much  as 
it  may  be  desired  to  get  this  railway  made. 
With  regard  to  the  District  Bailways  Act,  it 
was  introduced  by  the  Government  of  which  I 
was  a  member,  and  the  responsibility  for  which 
I  am  prepared  to  accept.  This  Bill  was  intro- 
duced for  the  purpose  of  resisting  a  treble 
pressure  that  was  brought  to  boar  upon  the 
Government  for  the  construction  of  political 
railways.  We  introduced  a  Bill  with  what  vraa 
thought  were  all  the  safeguards  possible,  and 
we  thought  we  had  effected  the  object  we  had 
in  view.  But  what  was  the  result  of  this  mea- 
sure and  of  the  railways  made  under  it  ?  The 
colony  has  had  to  possess  itself  of  them  in 
order  to  get  out  of  the  trouble.  Then  there- 
was  the  Railways  Construction  Act — an  Act 
for  which  I  am  in  no  way  responsible,  and 
which  I  exerted  every  effort  to  defeat.  But  it 
was  passed  into  law,  and  it  is  on  the  Statute 
Book  now.  The  present  Bill  has  been  taken 
out  of  this  Act  word  for  word  in  regard  to  a 
number  of  sections ;  but  that  Act  has  safe- 
guards which  do  not  appear  in  this  Bill. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  OLIVEB.— What  safeguards  ? 

The  Hon.  Mr.  McLEAN.— I  could  give  a  list 
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of  them.  But  yihy  not  accept  the  Bill  under 
which  the  Manawatu  Bailway  was  made? — a 
railway  that  has  gcod  prospects  before  it.  The 
company  have  got  bush  lands  for  sale,  and  they 
have  about  40,000  acres  of  valuable  swamp 
lands,  which,  I  believe,  will  only  be  valuable  as 
a  whole  when  a  great  deal  of  money  has  been 
spent  on  it  in  order  to  make  it  valuable.  No 
doubt  when  this  money  is  spent  it  will  bo  a 
magnificent  property;  but  the  company  will 
have  to  spend  the  money  in  order  to  attain 
that  object.  Now,  the  Railways  Construction 
Act  was  carefully  thought  out  and  debated  ; 
and  why  should  we  not  construct  the  present 
railway  under  this  Act  7  Or  why  not  allow  the 
land — which  is  good  grazing-land — through 
which  the  line  would  run  to  be  sold  for  the 
purpose  of  making  the  railway? — and  then  the 
railway  could  belong  to  the  Government.  Cer- 
tain County  Councils  have  ofiered  to  make  the 
line  and  hand  it  over  to  the  Government  on 
certain  conditions.  But  I  say  that,  when  we 
are  going  into  the  London  market  to  borrow  for 
the  colony,  it  will  look  bad  to  go  there  at  the 
some  time  to  ask  a  syndicate  to  make  our  rail- 
ways. It  would  look  as  if  we  were  having  a 
scramble  for  railways  under  the  land-grant  sys- 
tem. It  has  been  stated  that  an  arrangement 
will  be  entered  into  with  a  company,  and  I  would 
suggest  that  the  company  might  take  the  rail- 
way already  made  and  pay  the  colony  for  it. 
Then  they  would  be  allowed  to  make  what  they 
could  out  of  it.  With  regard  to  what  has  been 
stated  about  the  land  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
St.  Bathan's,  and  the  difficulty  of  getting  the 
grain  to  market,  I  may  state  that  the  chafi 
grown  there  is  sold- at  £6  per  ton,  while  chaff  is 
sold  at  £2  Ss.  in  Dunedin :  this  is  a  strange  con- 
trast. I  was  part  owner  of  a  place  near  there  in 
which  we  nsed  to  grow  oats  for  the  use  of  the 
place.  Some  years  we  hod  a  very  good  crop 
mdeed,  but  several  years  our  crop  completely 
failed.  It  was  high  ground,  and  the  crops  were 
very  uncertain.  But  I  will  say  that  a  part  of  the 
ground  in  the  high  country  grows  particularly 
good  root  crops ;  and  at  Dunstan  and  down  the 
Clutba  Valley  they  grow  fruit  of  all  sorts  of  a 
remarkably  excellent  description.  I  was  sorry 
to  see  the  introduction  of  the  ten-shilling  clause 
in  this  Bill.  This  clause  was  inserted  by  us 
in  our  wisdom  in  the  Midland  Bailway  Bill. 
How  did  wo  come  to  put  in  this  ten-^illiog 
clause  ?  We  did  it  for  the  purpose  of  pro- 
tecting ourselves;  but,  instead,  it  has  been 
turned  against  us.  It  has  been  construed  to 
mean  that  we  actually  pledge  the  colony 
to  give  a  bonus  of  a  million  and  a  quarter 
to  the  Midland  Bailway  Company ;  and  now 
we  are  taking  this  clause  and  inserting  it 
in  the  present  Bill.  What  I  objected  to  in 
connection  with  the  Midland  Bailway  con- 
tract when  it  came  before  us  was  the  cir- 
cumstance that  it  emphasized  the  fact  that 
the  company  were  entitled  to  this  bonus  of  a 
million  and  a  quarter.  The  trouble  that  has 
been  caused  by  this  matter  is  great,  and  we  are 
not  out  of  it  yet.  Let  us  therefore  consider 
this  matter  carefully  before  we  commit  our- 
selves to  anything  of  this  sort  in  the  future.  It 
Hon,  Mr.  McLean 


my  honourable  friend  succeeds  in  passing  this 
Bill  I  take  it  that  he  will  be  simply  standing 
in  the  way  of  the  Government  constructing  the 
line  up  to  a  point  where  it  is  thought  desirable 
the  Government  should  do  so.  I  have  no 
doubt  that  if  the  Bill  passes  the  Liegislatuis 
the  £105,000  which  is  to  be  voted  in  con- 
nection with  this  line  will  not  be  spent.  I.etas 
have  this  money  spent  first ;  let  us  got  the  line 
made  to  Middlemarch,  the  point  where  they  are 
prepared  to  go,  and  then  we  will  talk  about  the 
other  portion  of  the  lino.  My  honourable  friend 
told  us  that  the  land  at  Stcath-Taieri  is  very 
good  and  valuable.  That  is  quite  true ;  but, 
unfortunately,  it  is  all  in  the  hands  of  private 
individuals ;  so  that  we  shall  certainly  uot  gain 
anything  from  that.  Land  is  at  a  great  dis- 
count now,  but  it  is  not  likely  to  continue  so. 
I  do  not  like  the  idea  of  throwing  big  blocks  of 
land  into  the  hands  of  people  when  we  are 
trying  to  effect  settlement  of  the  land.  Mr 
honourable  friend  also  stated  that  this  woi± 
would  provido  work  for  the  unemployed;  but 
how  many  would  remain  in  the  country  if  they 
could  come  into  town  and  get  Is.  6d .  a  day  ?  I 
think  we  should  encourage  a  spirit  of  self-reli- 
ance among  the  settlers  of  the  country — a  spirit 
which  is  the  bone  and  sinew  of  any  coantry.  I 
have  seen  some  of  the  unemployed,  when  they  ge; 
their  money,  go  and  drink  itatthepublichouse. 
They  work  in  a  day  about  as  much  as  a  good 
man  could  do  in  a  quarter  of  an  hour.  I  have 
stood  and  looked  at  them  at  work  in  Dunedin. 
There  are,  however,  some  amongst  the  unem- 
ployed for  whom  one's  heart  beats  in  sympathy 
—men  who  have  families  and  are  suffering  from 
adversity.  The  country  ought  to  make  its 
people  self-reliant,  and  they  ought  to  go  into  the 
country  and  settle  down.  If  they  have  their 
piece  of  land  there  is  not  much  need  for  them 
to  buy  much,  for  they  can  grow  all  they  require 
for  their  sustenance.  Farming  is  in  a  bad  state 
in  the  colony  at  the  present  time.  New  Zea- 
land, however,  is  not  down  yet.  New  Zealand 
will  come  to  the  surface.  Its  climate,  resources, 
and  other  advantages  will  make  ihe  place  good 
yet,  and  we  shall  not  be  disappointed.  I  do  not 
wish  to  detract  from  the  railway.  I  do  not  wish 
to  prevent  any  one  voting  for  it  who  desires  to 
vote  for  it.  I  have  never  spoken  to  any  one 
with  the  view  of  his  not  voting  for  it ;  but  I 
like  to  SCO  a  thing  placed  fairly  and  properly 
in  all  its  bearings  before  the  Council.  Then 
honourable  menibcrs  may  take  their  own  way 
and  vote  as  they  deem  proper.  However,  if 
honourable  members  vote  against  this  proposal 
I  think  they  will  do  what  is  right,  for  it  will 
mean  holding  over  the  matter  for  proper  in- 
quiry until  next  session  of  Parliament,  at  all 
events.  It  is  a  matter  which  should  be  still 
further  thought  over  before  wo  go  into  it.  If 
you  start  railways  under  land-grants  there  will 
be  a  large  number  of  railways  to  come ;  and  I 
feel  myself  that,  if  this  Bill  is  got  through,  and 
the  railway  is  put  into  the  hands  of  a  syndicate, 
it  will  bo  hung  up  as  has  been  done  before. 
These  people  have  had  to  be  paid  money  in 
order  to  get  rid  of  them.  I  believe,  mjieU, 
that  if  these  people  who  are  wishing  for  this 
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railway  keep  this  Bill  forward,  it  is  the  right 
■way  to  prevent  their  getting  the  railway  for 
some  time.  I  therefore  believe,  myself,  that 
■we  should  get  the  Govoniment  to  make  the 
railway,  as  funds  have  been  proviiled  for  it 
as  far  aa  Middlemaroh;  and  then  we  should 
consider  how  wo  are  going  to  make  the  rest  of 
the  line.  My  opinion  is  that,  rather  than  hand 
over  the  line  to  a  syndicate,  we  should  set  aside 
the  land  for  the  railway.  If  it  is  not  good 
Agricultural  land  it  is  good  grazing  country. 
At  all  events,  it  is  well  worth  16b.  an  acre.  As 
my  honourable  friend  has  stated,  it  ought  to 
average  pretty  well  that.  If  we  set  that  land 
aside  and  sell  it  for  the  railway  the  line  need 
not  be  a  large  charge  on  the  colony,  and  the 
colony  will  then  itself  possess  the  railway.  If 
the  line  paid  working  expenses  without  in- 
terest it  would  do  a  great  deal  of  good  in 
opening  up  the  country,  and  the  colony  would 
then  be  possessed  of  the  line,  and  could  use 
it  along  with  the  other  railways. 

Debate  adjourned. 

The  Council  rose  at  twenty  minutes  to  eleven 
o'clock  p.m. 


HOUSE    OF  EEPEESENTATIVES. 
Thursday,  15th  December,  1S87. 

First  KeiulinRB— PovanRahau  Block— Import  Duty 
on  Coal— Civil  Servants  Meinbem  of  Education 
Boards,  &e.  — Doferred-payment  Settlers  —  One- 
hunga  Wharf  Charges— Jurors— Moruia-Amurl 
Horso-track  —  Mr,  Baddeley  —  Nolson  Roads  — 
West  Coast  Mail  Contracts- South  Island  Pas- 
toral Bans— Loan  Bill. 


Mr.  Spbakeb  took  the  chair  at  half-post 
two  o'clock. 

Pbatebs. 

FIRST  READINGS. 
Native  Land  Court  Bill,  Maori  Real  Estate 
Management  Bill. 

PORANGAHAU  BLOCK. 

The  report  of  the  Native  Aflairs  Committee 
•was  brought  up  on  the  petition  of  Te  Teira 
Tiakitai  and  eiglit  others,  stating  that,  as  tliere 
seems  to  be  a  wido  difference  between  the 
original  judgment  of  the  Native  Land  Court 
in  tho  Porangahan  Block  and  the  judgment  in 
the  rehearing  thereof,  and  after  viewing  the 
«Tidence  which  has  been  submitted,  the  Com- 
mittee consider  the  application  for  a  further 
rehearing  a  reasonable  one,  and  recommend 
tbat  it  should  be  granted ;  and  the  Committee 
further  strongly  recommend  that  rules  should 
be  laid  down  by  the  Native  Land  Court  for  the 
guidance  of  the  Judges  of  that  Court  in  respect 
to  Native  cnstom  and  usage. 

On  the  motion,  That  the  report  bo  referred 
to  tho  Government, 

Mr.  HUTCHISON  said  this  was  a  matter 
of  considerable  importance,  and  if  the  House 
■would  nive  tho  subj(>ct  some  consideration  it 
■would  be  seen  that  the  recommendation  of  the 
Committee  was  one  which  would  have  a  most 


mischievous  effect  especially  on  the  Maori 
mind,  which  was  always  responsive  to  anything 
in  tho  shape  of  facilities  for  litigation.  Tho 
facts  of  tho  case  were,  briefly,  as  follow :  Cer- 
tain Natives  preferred  a  claim  to  a  block  of 
land  known  as  Porangahau.  Their  claims  were 
heard  before  a  Judge  and  an  assessor.  The  judg- 
ment was  not  acquiesced  in,  and  the  various 
parties  made  application  for  a  rehearing,  which 
was  granted.  The  rehearing  came  on  before 
two  Judges  and  an  assessor.  On  this  occasion 
the  judgment  of  the  Court  upset  that  of  tho  pre- 
vious Court ;  and  now  an  application  was  made 
by  petition  to  the  Legislature  tbat  tho  case 
might  be  again  reheard.  It  would  bo  known  to 
honourable  members  that  there  was  no  right 
under  the  law  to  a  second  rehearing ;  and  if  this 
application  for  a  further  rehearing  were  granted 
it  would  open  up  an  important  aspect  in  the 
matter  of  Native  claims  to  land.  It  seemed 
more  than  doubtful  to  him  if  tlio  Committee 
could  recommend  compliance  with  such  a  peti- 
tion as  this,  unless,  indeed,  corruption  or  par- 
tiality were  alleged  —  charges  which  had  no 
place  whatever  in  this  petition,  the  ground  of 
the  application  simply  being  that  there  was  a 
diSerence  of  opinion  among  the  Judges.  The 
practice  of  former  Native  Affairs  Committees 
appeared  to  have  been  in  agreeable  contrast 
with  the  action  of  the  present  Committee. 
He  found  that  in  the  session  of  1885  there 
were  twenty-two  petitions  presented  to  tho 
Legislature  for  rehearings,  which  the  Com- 
mittee dealt  with  in  one  report  by  stating 
that  they  did  not  see  their  way  to  adjudi- 
cating upon  rehearing  cases  which  had 
already  been  dealt  with  by  a  Court  of  law; 
and  in  the  session  of  last  year  there  wero 
a  number  of  petitions  praying  for  rehearing, 
and  tho  Committee  invariably  reported  as  to 
these  that  the  subject  was  then  before  the 
House  in  the  shape  of  a  Bill, — which  had 
since  passed  into  law  aa  the  Native  Land 
Court  Act, — and  they  did  not  deem  it  necessary 
to  make  a  report.  That  Act  provided  that  judg- 
ments on  rehearing  should  be  final  and  con- 
clusive ;  and  he  apprehended  that  to  opeh  the 
door,  as  this  report  would  do,  to  petitioners 
to  unsettle  judgments  which  by  that  Act  were 
to  bo  filial  and  conclusive  was  to  circulate 
invitations  to  Natives  all  over  the  country  to 
revive  claims  that  should  ho  con.sidered  finally 
settled.  It  might  be  that  the  Natives  ought  to 
have  some  other  recourse  than  that  provided 
for  by  one  rehearing ;  but,  if  so,  it  ought  to  be 
provided  for  by  Act,  and  be  applicable  to  all 
Natives,  and  not  merely  to  individual  cases,  at 
tho  will  of  a  Conuuitteo  which  was  in  no  sense 
a  judicial  body.  In  this  particular  instance 
there  was  reason  for  concluding  that  it  was 
not  judicial  in  its  action.  Tho  petition  was 
promoted  by  the  honourable  member  for  Napier, 
whose  attendance  at  the  Committee  was  limited 
to  tho  consideratien  of  this  particular  cose. 

Mr.  KELLY.— No. 

Mr.  HUTCHISON  said  ho  had  searched  the 
minutes,  and  such  was  the  ronclusion  he  had 
arrived  at ;  but  if  he  wero  mistaken  he  would 
be  glad  to  withdraw  tho  remark.    However,. 
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the  honourable  member  for  Napier  was  carefnl 
to  attend  the  meetings  of  the  Committee  while 
this  petition  was  being  considered,  and  he 
might  say  that  the  honourable  gentleman  was 
mainly  responsible  for  the  recommendation  of 
the  Committee.  The  amendment  would  be 
that  the  report  should  be  referred  back  to  the 
Committee  for  reconsideration,  for  he  thought 
it  was  quite  clear  that  the  Government  should 
not  encourage  an  application  for  a  rehearing 
in  any  particular  case.  It  might  be  proper  for 
the  Government  to  consider  whether  it  was 
right  that  more  than  one  rehearing  should  be 
granted  in  all  coses  if  desired;  but  it  would 
be  a  very  vicious  principle  to  establish  that 
a  rehearing  might  be  obtained  in  particular 
eases,  especially  when  the  ground  for  the  appli- 
cation was  merely  that  there  was  a  difierence 
of  opinion  among  the  Judges. 

Mr.  KELLY,  as  Chairman  of  the  Native 
Affairs  Committee,  thought  it  right  to  say  that 
the  honourable  member  for  Waitotara  had  not 
put  the  matter  fairly  before  the  House.  He 
had  stated  that  the  honourable  member  for 
Napier  was  present  only  at  those  meetings  of 
the  Committee  at  which  this  petition  was 
heard;  but  he  (Mr.  Kelly)  could  say  that  the 
member  for  Napier  was  present  certainly  on 
one  or  two  occasions  before  this  petition  was 
heard ;  while,  on  the  other  hand,  he  knew  that 
the  honourable  member  for  Waitotara  was 
not  present  during  the  whole  of  the  time  that 
this  inquiry  was  going  on.  As  the  honourable 
gentleman  said  the  Committee  hod  no  right 
to  make  such  a  report  and  the  Government 
had  no  power  to  grant  a  further  rehearing,  he 
did  not  see  tho  necessity  for  the  honourable 
gentleman  occupying  the  time  of  the  House  in 
connection  with  this  matter.  He  hoped  the 
House  would  not  send  the  report  back  to  the 
Committee ;  because  the  Committee  had  taken 
the  evidence  of  the  Chief  Judge,  Mr.  Lewis, 
JTndge  Mackay,  and  others.  A  great  deal 
of  evidence  had  been  taken — which,  in  view 
of  the  importance  of  the  matter,  he  intended 
to  ask  the  House  to  allow  to  be  printed — and 
he  did  not  see  how  the  Committee  could 
come  to  any  other  conclusion  than  that  at 
which  they  had  arrived.  The  Committee  had 
reported  in  a  similar  manner  upon  another 
petition,  in  reference  to  a  block  of  land  on  the 
East  Coast  known  as"Waipiro."  This  block 
of  land  was  a  very  valuable  one,  and  the  con- 
clusion at  which  the  Committee  had  arrived 
was,  in  his  opinion,  a  just  and  right  one.  The 
Judge  who  first  heard  the  cose  and  gave  a 
decision  upon  it  had  been  connected  with 
Native  affairs  in  the  North  Island  for  a  great 
number  of  years,  and  he  had  given  judgment 
for  certain  Natives  to  the  extent  of  2,500 
acres ;  whilst  the  other  Judge  gave  a  decision 
against  the  parties  who  got  the  judgment  for 
2,500  acres,  and  gave  the  whole  block  of 
42,500  acres  to  the  other  party,  the  latter  Judge 
being  a  gentleman  who  had  little  or  no  know- 
ledge of  Native  matters  in  the  North  Island. 
The  decisions  of  the  two  Judges  were  entirely 
opposite,  and  he  thought  that  justice  could  not 
be  done  unless  there  was  a  rehearing ;  and  the 
Jfr.  Butchison 


Committee  thought  that,  in  a  matter  of  this 
sort,  the  Government  should  see  that  justice 
was  done. 

Mr.  OKMOND  said  the  honourable  member 
who  had  moved  the  amendment  hod  chosen  to 
refer  to  him  by  name  in  connection  with  thia 
matter,  and  he  would  like  to  say  that  the  rea- 
son he  took  an  especial  interest  in  the  petition 
was  that,  being  resident  in  the  district  where 
the  case  was  heard,  he  thought  it  was  a  most 
extraordinary  judgment,  and  he  took  interest 
enough  in  the  matter  to  go  to  the  Committee 
and  hear  what  took  place,  and  he  was  one  of 
the  majority  who  reported  that,  in  their  opinion, 
this  was  a  proper  case  in  which  to  grant  a  re- 
hearing. That  was  the  whole  of  his  conneccim 
with  the  petition.  The  case  was  a  very  impor- 
tant one  to  the  Native  people,  and  he  demurred 
entirely  to,  and  hoped  the  House  would  not 
agree  to,  the  doctrine  started  by  the  honourable 
member  for  Waitotara,  that  the  Natives  should 
have  no  right  to  petition  the  House  for  redress 
for  their  grievances  when  they  considered  that 
a  wrong  had  been  done  to  them.  That  would 
be  the  effect  of  following  out  the  line  of  argu- 
ment adopted  by  the  honourable  member — that, 
because  a  rehearing  had  been  once  granted  to 
them,  the  Natives  should  have  no  right  to  come 
to  tho  House  and  ask  for  relief  for  a  wrong 
done  to  them.  He  held  that  the  Natives  had  a 
right  to  come  here,  and  that  the  House  had  a 
perfect  right  to  consider  their  case  if  the  facts 
were  shown  to  justify  it.  The  petition  was 
inquired  into  by  a  fall  meeting  of  the  Native 
Affairs  Committee,  and  the  division  showed 
that  six  were  in  favour  of  this  report  and 
two  against,  the  honourable  member  for  Wai- 
totara being  one  of  the  dissentients.  The 
Chairman  was  also  present,  and  msbde  up  the 
number  to  nine,  but  he  did  not  vote.  The  case 
was  a  very  important  one.  The  block  of  land 
in  dispute  was  of  very  great  value,  being  some 
forty  or  fifty  thousand  acres  in  extent.  The 
first  judgment  —  given  by  Judge  MeJr,  whose 
acquaintance  with  Native  custom  was  well 
known — was  in  favour  of  the  petitioners  to  a 
certain  extent ;  but  the  judgment  of  that  Court 
was  superseded  by  that  of  a  Court  presided  over 
by  a  gentleman  whose  sphere  of  duty  had  been 
in  the  South  Island,  and  who  was  not  so  well 
acquainted  with  the  Native  custom  in  the  North 
Island.  The  judgment  of  tho  first  Court  was 
overruled  on  this  ground :  that  mana  could  not 
be  permitted  in  connection  with  such  a  claim, 
that  being  the  ground  on  which  the  claim  had 
been  allowed  by  the  first  Court.  The  House 
would  see  that  there  was  something  to  be  said 
against  this  valuable  land,  worth,  he  should 
say,  £150,000,  finally  being  dealt  with  by  Judges 
of  the  Native  Land  Court.  The  whole  ques- 
tion rested  on  their  own  individual  opinion 
of  what  was  the  Native  custom,  and  what 
the  Native  customs  would  allow  them  to  con- 
sider right.  The  Committee  had  the  Judge 
who  gave  the  judgment  and  also  the  Chief 
Judge  of  the  Native  Land  Court  before  it,  and 
it  came  out  in  the  inquiry  that  the  gentleman 
who  weis  the  presiding  Judge  at  the  rehearing 
was  of  opinion  that  the  Native  Land  Court 
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had  not,  in  its  past  experience,  given  to  this 
mana  any  weight,  wlicreaa  tbe  Cliief  Judge, 
when  asked  immediately  afterwards  what  had 
been  tlie  practice  of  the  Court,  said  there  had 
been  very  few  judgments  given  by  it  in  which 
this  maua  had  not  been  a  leading  principle  in 
the  adoption  of  the  judgment.  There  was  this 
peculiarity  in  the  case :  that  a  large  property 
was  deliberately  taken  away  by  the  judgment 
of  the  Court,  acting  on  an  entirely  different 
principle  from  what  had  influenced  the  Courts 
in  dealing  with  Maori  la'  A»  in  the  past,  and  the 
judgment  was  in  an  entirely  different  direction 
from  that  which  the  Court  had  formerly  given. 
Attached  to  the  report  of  the  Committee  was  a 
Btrong  recommendation  to  the  Government  that 
they  should  take  steps  to  insure  in  the  future 
that  there  should  be  laid  down  some  rules  by 
which  Judges  could  be  guided  ;  and  he  thought 
that  notliing  could  more  clearly  show  to  the 
House  the  necessity  of  ha-.ing  rules  for  the 
guidance  of  Judges  than  th(j  dealing  with  this 
particular  case.  It  seemed  a  monstrous  thing 
that,  by  the  judgment  of  one  or  two  men,  they 
were  able  to  do  away  with  rights  in  a  large  pro- 
perty like  this  simply  on  a  matter  of  opinion, 
and  that  opinion  opposed,  as  it  had  been  in  this 
case,  to  the  general  judgment  which  had  guided 
the  Courts  in  all  cases  before.  He  hod  given  a 
Tery  brief  outline  of  the  case,  and  had  shown  by 
the  evidence  of  the  Chief  Judge  that  he  was 
of  opinion  that  the  question  of  mana  was  one 
which  had  been  recognized  as  something  that 
ought  to  guide  the  Courts,  wliereas  the  Judge 
who  had  given  judgment  in  this  case  was  of 
opinion  that  it  was  not.  In  this  respect  alone 
he  thought  the  Natives  had  a  grievance,  and 
that  it  was  a  proper  thing  for  the  House  to 
agree  with  the  report  of  the  Committee.  The 
Committee  was  strongly  of  the  opinion  ex- 
pressed, and  BO  were  a  majority  of  the  Native 
members  present.  He  did  not  think  the  House 
should  take  this  very  unusual  course  of  refer- 
ring the  report  back  to  the  Commictee. 

Major  JACKSON  said,  if  he  understood  the 
zemarks  of  the  member  for  Waitotara  oor- 
zectly,  they  indicated  his  belief  that  the 
honourable  member  for  Napier  was  personally 
interested  in  this  matter.  All  he  (ilajor  Jack- 
son) could  say  was  that  he  had  never  heard  of 
the  petition  until  it  came  before  the  Com- 
mittee, and,  so  far  as  ho  knew,  he  had  never 
spoken  to  any  one  of  the  petitioners.  That 
being  so,  he  hoped  the  same  charge  would 
not  be  laid  against  him ;  and  he  might  say 
this  case  had  been  very  fairly  considered,  and, 
according  to  the  evidence,  no  other  conclusion 
could  be  arrived  at  than  that  which  the  honour- 
able member  for  Napier  stated  had  been  come 
to  by  the  substantial  majority  of  three  to  one 
without  the  Chairman  voting,  who  was  also  in 
sympathy  with  this  report.  It  was  correctly 
stated  that  these  people  had  no  appeal  from  the 
second  rehearing.  If  they  had  had  that  right 
of  appeal  the  House  would  not  now  have  been 
troubled  with  their  case.  It  was  because  the 
law  did  not  permit  them  to  appeal,  and  they 
felt  aggrieved,  that  they  applied  to  Parliament 
for  redress,  and  he  thought  the  House  should 
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grant  them  the  necessary  relief.  It  was  said 
very  great  interests  were  at  stake  ;  but  the  iaat 
that  the  interests  were  large  had  not  weighed 
with  him.  What  had  impressed  him  was  not 
the  magnitude  of  the  interests,  but  the  claim 
for  justice  and  relief  being  a  just  and  reason- 
able one.  This  judgment  was  given,  in  the 
first  instance,  by  one  Judge,  and  afterwards 
reversed  on  similar  evidence  by  another  Judge : 
that  was  to  say,  one  Judge  interpreted  the 
mona  custom  one  way  and  another  Judge  an- 
other way.  If  it  were  possible  that  Judges 
could  do  that,  then  it  would  depend  to  a 
great  degree  upon  who  was  the  particular  Judge 
that  heard  the  case  as  to  who  should  inherit 
the  land.  He  thought,  with  the  honourable 
member  for*  Napier,  that  it  was  highly  neces- 
sary there  should  be  laid  down  by  authority 
some  general  direction  regarding  Maori  cus- 
toms within  which  judgments  should  be  given. 
Judge  Mackay,  who  reheard  this  case,  stated 
that  invariably  his  judgments  were  based  upon 
who  held  tbe  land  at  and  prior  to  1840,  and 
that  claimants  must  show  they  or  their  an- 
cestors had  a  good  title  to  the  land  at  that 
date,  since  which,  he  held,  it  could  not  be 
amended.  The  petitioners  in  this  cose  showed 
that  their  ancestor,  about  1840,  had  sold  land 
under  the  same  mana  they  relied  upon  in  this 
case,  which  sale  had  not  in  any  way  been 
questioned ;  and  there  was  little  doubt  that,  bad 
those  to  whom  the  land  was  last  awarded  dis- 
puted this  title  of  mana,  they  would  have  in- 
herited a  fate  similar  to  that  which  befell  the 
rods  of  the  magicians  who  withstood  Moses — 
they  would  have  been  also  swallowed.  He 
thought  that  a  great  many  sales  of  land  had 
taken  place  between  1840  and  the  time  when 
the  Native  Land  Court  came  into  operation,  and 
it  would  be  found  that  they  were  the  most  satis- 
factory sales  that  hskd  taken  place.  He  did  not 
know  of  a  single  instance  whore  one  had  been 
disputed — that  was,  one  conducted  by  the  chief 
who  held  the  mana,  which,  in  this  particular 
instance,  had  been  ignored.  He  thought  early 
Governments  had  done  a  great  deal  of  harm 
when  they  systematically  endeavoured  to  kill 
tlie  mana  of  the  chiefs,  under  which,  instead  of 
having  each  individual  claimant  to  deal  with, 
they  hod  only  to  arrange  with  one.  When  the 
land  was  sold  iu  this  way  there  was  no  dispute 
about  it.  That  these  people  did  sell  the  land 
under  a  similar  tenure  there  was  no  doubt ;  but 
the  trouble  was  that  the  Judge  ignored  the 
question  of  mana  in  his  judgment,  whereas  the 
Chief  Judge  told  them  that  this  was  the  only 
instance  he  remembered  where  mana  had  not 
been  recognised  when  established. 

An  Hon.  Membeb. — No. 

Major  JACKSON  said  his  memory  might  be 
bod,  but  that  was  certainly  his  impression ;  but, 
at  any  rate,  he  did  say  that  in  a  very  great 
many  other  instances  it  had  been  recognised. 
These  people  ought  to  be  able  to  get  redress, 
and  lie  hoped  the  House  would  adopt  the  report 
of  the  Committee,  and  that  the  Government 
would  give  effect  to  it. 

Mr.  TAIPUA  might  say  that  the  Native 
Affairs  Committee  hod  gone  into  this  matter 
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very  thoroughly,  and  had  considered  the  case 
in  all  its  bearings.  At  the  first  hearing  a  cer- 
tain portion  of  the  land  was  awarded  to  the 
people  on  account  of  the  mana ;  but  the  second 
judgment  reversed  the  first  one.  It  was  on 
the  ground  that  the  hearings  were  diametri- 
cally opposed  to  each  other  that  it  was  con- 
sidered better  to  have  another  hearing.  The 
Chief  Judge  of  the  Native  Land  Court  was  be- 
fore the  Committee.  He  (Mr.  Taipua)  asked 
him  if  he  was  not  aware  that  another  block 
dealt  with  by  the  Native  Land  Court  had  been 
awarded  to  Benata  £^wepo  on  account  of 
mana;  and  he  said  it  had  been,  and  also  that 
other  Courts  wero  in  the  habit  of  awarding 
lands  on  account  of  mana.  Mr.  Mackay  ad- 
mitted that  there  was  some  force  in  mana, 
provided  that  it  was  accompanied  by  occupa- 
tion of  the  land;  but  ho  said  that  he  did  not 
think  that  mana  alone,  without  occupation, 
could  have  any  effect.  These  were  the  reasons 
which  induced  the  Committee  to  believe  that  a 
third  hearing  would  be  beneficial.  He  thought 
the  House  should  consider  that  in  any  case 
where  the  interests  were  very  large  there  should 
be  two  or  three  hearings  if  necessary.  For  this 
be  thought  a  precedent  had  been  established  by 
the  number  of  hearings  in  the  case  of  Hautuni, 
or  Little  Barrier,  which  was  only  a  small  block. 
Seeing  that  so  many  hearings  had  been  granted 
for  that  small  and  insignificant  island,  why 
should  not  three  hearings  be  granted  in  the 
case  of  a  much  more  valuable  block  ?  He  hod 
to  express  satisfaction  with  the  conduct  of  the 
Native  Affairs  Committee,  and  with  the  way 
they  had  been  in  the  habit,  lately,  of  inquiring 
into  Native  grievances,  and  doing  their  best  to 
redress  them.  He  thought  if  they  shut  up  the 
Native  people  from  obtaining  a  rehearing  it 
would  probably  lead  to  fighting  amongst  them- 
selves. In  the  case  of  the  Maungatautari  Block, 
where  the  rehearing  was  refused,  the  Natives 
took  up  arms  and  built  pas  ;  and  it  was  only  by 
the  persistent  efforts  of  the  chiefs  that  peace  was 
maintained.  He  expressed  his  fullest  sympathy 
with  those  Natives  who  took  the  consequences 
of  coming  to  that  House  in  their  endeavours  to 
seek  redress.  He  could  not  understand  the 
reason  of  the  objection  made  by  the  honourable 
member  for  Waitotara.  Surely  he  was  not 
actuated  by  personal  grounds.  He  (Mr.  Taipua) 
hoped  the  House  would  uphold  the  report  of 
the  Native  Affairs  Committee.  He  thought 
it  woild  be  a  ver>'  good  thing  for  the  Maoris  if 
the  Chief  Judge  ifiimself  beard  the  case  for  the 
third  and  last  time.  He  had  heard  it  stated 
that  there  was  considerable  dissatisfaction  ex- 
pressed with  the  judgment  delivered  by  one  of 
the  Judges— namely,  the  Judge  living  at  Taupo, 
•who  took  part  in  this  rehearing  ;  and  it  would 
be  remembered  that  he  was  only  a  novice,  and 
the  House  might  hear  further  complaints  of 
tho  matter. 

Mr.  TAIWHANGA  said  this  was  a  cause  of 
the  Natives  complaining  all  over  New  Zealand, 
and  ha  thought  that  tho  Maoris  therefore 
should  have  Maori  Judges  and  law>-ers  instead 
of  English  Judges  and  lawyers,  because  the 
English  Judges  and  lawyers  did  not  know  any- 
Mr.  Taipua 


thing  about  Maori  customs  about  lands  from 
ancestors.  He  thought,  from  past  experience, 
the  whole  of  the  chiefs  in  New  Zealand  woald 
rather  have  a  Court  of  their  own.  They  had 
got  a  Bill  before  the  House  to  the  effect  tha.t,  as 
they  wished,  their  lands  should  be  managed  by 
chiefs  and  committees  appointed  by  themselves. 
He  hoped  the  honourable  member  for  Waito- 
tara would  then  have  no  complaint  to  raise 
against  a  rehearing. 

Mr.  CARROLL  objected  to  the  principle  at- 
tempted to  be  laid  down,  that  the  Maoris  should 
have  no  appeal  from  the  decisions  of  the  Native 
Land  Court.  If  they  had  the  right  of  appeal 
to  the  Supreme  Court  they  would  not  perhaps 
trouble  the  House ;  and,  as  this  was  the  only 
tribunal  they  could  come  to  with  their  griev- 
anoes,  the  House  should  not  shut  out  from 
them  an  opportunity  of  getting  redress.  In  a 
matter  of  £5  or  £10  a  European  could  get  an 
appeal ;  and  in  a  cose  where  hundreds  of  thoa- 
sands  of  pounds  were  involved  why  should  not 
tho  Natives  be  allowed  a  thorough  investiga- 
tion of  the  matter  ?  He  knew  something  of 
this  case.  He  refrained  from  reflecting  in  any 
way  on  the  decision  arrived  at  by  the  Judges, 
because  he  believed  the  decisions  in  both  cases 
were  arrived  at  in  the  full  belief  that  they 
were  doing  what  was  right.  He  did  not  think 
any  imputation  should  be  cost  on  the  action  id 
the  Judges.  The  honourable  member  for  Wai- 
totara said  that,  as  a  matter  of  principle,  they 
should  not  review  the  decisions  arrived  at  by 
the  Native  Land  Court  Judges.  Then,  wfay 
should  the  decision  of  the  Committee  of  that 
House,  carried  by  a  pronounced  majority,  he 
reviewed  ? 

Mr.  MONK  wished  to  express  his  assent  to 
tho  remarks  which  had  fallen  from  those  who- 
had  spoken  in  support  of  the  decision  of  the 
Committee.  The  honourable  member  for  Wai- 
totara referred  to  the  evidence  given  before 
that  Committee  as  being  ex  parte ;  but  he 
omitted  to  mention  that  the  complainant  had 
before  her  the  Judge  who  heard  the  case,  and 
subjected  him  to  a  considerable  cross-exami- 
nation, and  the  result  of  that  examination 
was  decidedly  in  her  favour.  He  would  also 
mention  another  circumstance  that  had  been 
overlooked,  that  she  alluded  to  a  transaction  of 
her  ancestor  in  18i0  in  selling  a  piece  of  land  the 
tenure  of  or  right  to  which  was  identical  with 
that  to  the  block  which  was  the  subject  of  the 
petition.  That  piece  of  land  was  sold  by  that 
person,  and  the  sale  was  not  dissented  from  by 
any  of  the  tribes  then  present,  and  had  resulted 
in  no  difficulty  or  complication  whatever;  and 
there  could  not  bo  a  better  proof  of  the  right  of 
that  person  to  sell  than  a  transaction  of  that 
kind.  It  was  admitted  by  tho  Chief  Judge, 
when  giving  evidence  before  the  Committee, 
that  any  rights  by  the  Natives  in  1S40  were 
recognised  by  the  Native  Land  Courts  at  this 
time,  and  it  was  suggested  that  there  Tvas  pro- 
bably an  error  of  judgment  in  the  decision  which 
took  away  from  the  plaintiff  tho  rights  wluch 
were  acknowledged  by  the  Maoris  in  1840. 

Dr.  NEWMAN  thought  this  cose,  with  many 
others  that  came  before  the  House,  showed 
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that  the  Native  Minister  should  take  the  matter 
in  hand  and  set  up  a  real  Court  of  Appeal,  and 
not  the  sham  thing  there  was  here.  There 
could  be  no  qnestiou  that  these  judgments 
were  given  haphazard.  The  original  Judge 
declared  that  he  could  take  maua  into  con- 
sideration, and  the  next  two  Judges  did  not. 
What  happened?  One  set  of  people  got  the 
land  in  the  first  place,  and  another  set  later  on. 
In  this  case  the  question  was,  whether  a  very 
large  property  was  to  go  to  one  side  or  the 
other.  He  quite  agreed  with  the  honourable 
member  for  the  Eastern  Maori  District  that 
it  was  exceedingly  hard  that  the  Natives  had 
such  a  poor  Court  of  Appeal ;  and  he  thought 
if  the  Native  Minister  looked  into  the  matter 
ho  could  arrange  for  a  large  Court  of  Appeal  by 
all  the  Judges  sitting  together.  At  present  it 
was  a  mere  fluke  as  to  the  party  in  whose 
favour  the  judgment  might  be.  His  knowledge 
of  this  case  told  him  that  these  Natives  had  a 
considerable  claim.  Their  ancestors  were  chiefs, 
and  had  mana  and  the  right  to  this  land.  On 
all  grounds  of  fairness  and  equity  these  people 
onght  to  have  an  appeal.  It  was  a  question 
of  justice  and  right,  and  he  hoped  the  House 
would  not  agree  with  the  honourable  member 
for  Waitotara,  but  would  give  these  people  a 
fnrther  hearing. 

Mr.  MITCHELSON  hoped  the  House  would 
not  agree  to  refer  this  report  back  to  the  Com- 
mittee. The  Committee  hod  taken  consider- 
able trouble  in  the  matter,  and  no  doubt  were 
convinced  that  a  rehearing  of  the  case  was,  in 
the  interests  of  justice,  necessary  before  they 
decided  upon  bringing  up  their  report ;  and  he 
understood  the  Chief  Judge  concurred  in  their 
report.  He  (Mr.  Mitchelson)  thought  a  rehear- 
ing of  the  case  necessary,  as  hitherto  in  the 
North  Island  the  rights  of  mana  hod  always 
been  recognised  by  the  Native  Land  Court 
Judges  when  adjudicating  upon  Native  lands, 
and  as  the  judgment  given  by  Judge  Mackay 
had  reversed  the  previous  judgment,  princi- 
pally, as  he  (Mr.  jSIitchelson]  understood,  owing 
to  Judge  Mackay  having  ignored  the  question 
of  mana.  He  thought  it  was  only  right  that 
the  report  of  the  Committee  should  be  adopted 
and  a  rehearing  granted.  He  therefore  hoped 
that  the  report  would  be  agreed  to  by  the 
House.  As  legislation  would  be  required  to 
give  effect  to  the  report,  in  the  event  of  the 
Government  agreeing  to  it  another  opportunity 
would  be  given  honourable  members  to  discuss 
the  question. 

Mr.  T.  THOMPSON  submitted  that  the 
honoorable  gentleman  who  moved  the  amend- 
ment had  not  adduced  any  grounds  to  warrant 
the  sending -back  of  this  report  to  the  Com- 
mittee. That  honourable  gentleman's  remarks 
went  in  the  direction  of  showing  that  it  would 
be  illegal  to  grant  this  rehearing.  The  Com- 
mittee, to  his  (Mr.  Thompson's)  mind,  had  a 
perfect  right  to  bring  up  the  report  they  had 
done,  and  if  there  was  anything  illegal  in  the 
proceedings  it  would  be  for  the  Government  to 
consider  whether  it  was  wise  to  carry  out  the 
recommendation.  He  felt  that  it  would  be  a 
grievance  for  the  report  to  be  sent  back  to  the 


Committee,  after  the  whole  matter  had  been 
gone  into.  The  honourable  member  for  Wai- 
totara had  failed  to  show  that  the  matter  had 
not  been  fully  gone  into,  or  that  the  evidence 
adduced  had  not  received  full  consideration. 
Hod  he  done  that,  he  (Mr.  Thompson)  would 
have  supported  him;  but,  under  the  circum- 
stances, he  would  vote  against  the  report  being 
sent  back  to  the  Committee. 

Sir  G.  GREY  said  that  what  he  understood 
was  this :  that  the  simple  request  was,  not  that 
the  rehearing  should  be  refused,  but  that  the 
report  should  be  referred  back  to  the  Commit- . 
tee.  That  certainly  appeared  to  him  to  be  a 
reasonable  request.  If  it  was  a  request  to  set 
aside  what  the  Committee  had  done,  he  might 
have  formed  another  opinion  about  it ;  but  it 
was  a  very  fair  request  to  make,  that  the  report 
should  be  referred  bock  to  the  Committee,  and 
he  did  not  see  why  it  should  be  refused. 

Mr.  FISH  did  not  wish  to  go  into  the  merits 
of  the  case,  but  he  wished  to  demur  to  the  ex- 
traordinary doctrine  laid  down  by  the  honour- 
able member  for  Napier,  which  was  to  this 
effect :  that  two  Judges  were  capable  of  giving 
a  very  much  worse  decision  than  one.  It  would 
appear  that  this  case  was  heard  by  one  Judge 
and  a  decision  given  in  a  certain  direction.  It 
was  then  heard,  he  understood,  by  two  Judges, 
and  they  differed  from  the  one.  Under  ordinary 
circumstances  he  should  be  inclined  to  believe 
that  the  two  were  right,  and  that  the  first  Judge 
was  wrong ;  but  there  might  be  something  pecu- 
liar about  Maoris  which  reversed  the  ordinary 
ideas  of  justice.  The  honourable  member  for 
Napier  backed  up  his  extraordinary  statement 
by  saying  that  the  two  Judges  who  presided 
in  the  second  trial  did  not  understand  about 
mana.  He  (Mr.  Fish)  presumed  both  sets  of 
Judges  had  some  law  to  go  by,  and  had  to  in- 
terpret the  law  as  they  found  it ;  and  that  mode 
him  believe  that  the  two  Judges  must  be  more 
correct  than  the  first  Judge.  The  request  made 
by  the  honourable  member  for  Waitotara  did 
not  seem  to  be  an  extraordinary  one.  It  was 
a  very  common-sense  one.  What  the  Commit- 
tee sought  to  do  was  to  ask  the  Government 
to  override  the  law. 

Mr.  LE  VEST  AM  did  not  know  anything  of 
the  case,  but  the  Committee  had  recommended 
a  rehearing.  It  appeared  to  him  that  the 
honourable  member  for  Waitotara  was  per- 
fectly right  in  objecting  to  it,  because,  accord- 
ing to  clause  75  of  the  Native  Land  Court 
Act  of  1876,  they  hod  power  to  apply  for  a  re- 
hearing, and,  if  they  got  it,  that  was  final. 
Therefore  this  recommendation  for  a  rehearing 
was  entirely  opposed  to  the  law,  and  the  Com- 
mittee had  no  right  to  make  it. 

Mr.  HUTCHISON  was  afraid  that  his  at- 
tempt in  the  first  instance  to  save  the  time  of 
the  House  by  dealing  shortly  with  this  matter 
had  failed,  because  every  honourable  member 
who  had  spoken  had  entirely  misapprehended 
the  position  he  (Mr.  Hutchison)  had  taken 
up,  and  one  after  the  other  hod  gone  into  tho 
merits  of  the  question.  Ho  had  himself  re- 
frained from  discussing  the  merits  of  the  mat- 
ter, as  being  improper  here,  however  much  that 
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might  be  in  place  in  the  Native  AfEaiis  Com- 
mittee. It  was  ceitainly  not  right  to  canvass 
the  opinions  of  the  Judges  of  the  Native  Land 
Court  or  any  other  Court,  and  his  opinion  was 
that,  as  provided  by  the  Act  passed  last  year, 
the  judgment  on  rehearing  should  be  final  and 
conclusive.  The  House  ought  either  to  make 
a  general  rule,  so  that  all  Natives  who  were 
dissatisfied  with  a  rehearing  should  have  a 
further  opportunity  of  appeal,  or  should  adhere 
to  the  law.  If  there  was  to  be  any  Court  to 
which  appeals  could  be  made,  let  it  be  a  Court 
of  law  and  equity,  and  not  such  a  tribunal  as 
a  parliamentary  Committee,  which  was  liable 
to  oias  through  political  infiuence.  His  position 
was  this  :  that  a  recommendation  such  as  that 
brought  down  to-day  was  futile  in  itself,  be- 
cause the  House,  unless  it  passed  another  Act, 
had  not  any  power  to  grant  a  rehearing.  The 
tendency  of  the  recommendation  was  perni- 
cious, because  it  would  unsettle  the  Native 
mind  and  induce  petitions  of  this  kind  to  be 
sent  to  the  House.  He  knew  nothing  of  the 
case  itself,  or  of  the  parties  interested ;  and  he 
had  refrained  from  discussing  anything  which 
had  come  out  before  the  Committee ;  and  to 
him  it  was  incredible  that  the  Native  Minister 
should  get  up  and  say  that  a  rehearing  would 
be  granted.  How  was  it  to  be  granted?  By 
a  fiat  of  the  Native  Land  Court,  by  some 
Order  in  Council  such  as  they  had  lately  seen 
superseding  legislation,  or  was  it  to  be  by  an 
Act  of  Parliament?  If  further  facilities  for 
litigation  were  to  be  given,  he  trusted  that  a 
measure  would  be  brought  down  which  would 
have  general  scope,  and  would  not  be  confined 
to  any  particular  case.  It  had  been  said  that 
he  was  not  present  at  the  whole  of  the  in- 
Testigation  into  this  case.  That  might  be 
so ;  but,  still,  if  absent,  he  did  not  see  that 
there  was  any  reason  why  he  should  not  move 
this  amendment,  because  the  motion  of  the 
Chairman  of  the  Committee  sought  to  identify 
the  whole  of  the  members  of  the  House  with 
the  recommendation  of  the  report.  His  view 
was  entirely  based  on  the  document  itself. 
The  report  said,  "  As  there  seems  to  be  a  wide 
difference  between  the  original  judgment  of  the 
Native  Land  Court  in  the  Poratigahau  Block 
and  its  judgment  on  the  rehearing,  .  .  ." 
Now,  was  it  inscrutable  or  unusual  that  the 
judgment  of  a  Court  on  a  rehearing  should 
reverse  that  of  the  original  Court  ?  And  yet 
'that  was  the  first  ground  for  recommending 
that  there  should  be  a  rehearing.  Then,  the 
report  went  on  to  say,  "  and  after  reviewing  the 
evidence  which  has  been  submitted ; "  the 
only  evidence  being  that  of  one  of  the  litigants 
— a  mere  ex  parte  statement.  On  these  two 
grounds  only  was  the  recommendation  made 
that  there  should  be  a  rehearing — a  most  vain 
and  impotent  conclusion  to  weak  and  mislead- 
ing premisses. 

Mr.  KELLY  said  the  honourable  gentleman 
had  not  adduced  a  single  argument  why  the 
report  should  be  sent  back  to  the  Committee. 
He  distinctly  stated  that  the  Committee  had 
not  power  to  make  this  recommendation,  and 
that  the  Government  had  no  power  to  grant  a 
Mr.  Hutchison 


rehearing,  and  that  it  would  be  necessary  to 
pass  a  law  to  enable  that  to  be  done.  If  that 
was  the  case,  the  measure  would  have  to  com* 
before  the  House;  so  that  the  honourable 
gentleman  would  then  have  a  fall  opportunity 
of  discussing  the  whole  question.  To  send  the 
report  back  to  the  Committee  was  most  absnrd, 
because  they  had  taken  all  the  evidence  they 
possibly  could,  and  had  merely  brought  up  a 
report  recommending  that  a  rehearing  should 
be  granted. 

Captain  BUSSELL  said  this  discussion,  at  all 
events,  pointed  to  this  moral :  that  Native-land 
legislation  should  be  placed  on  a  proper  footing 
as  soon  as  possible.  There  could  be  no  doubt 
that  these  constantly-recurring  difficulties  in 
settling  Native  customs  should  be  set  at  rest 
soon.  Unfortunately,  the  process  of  time  was 
removing  those  gentlemen  who  were  acquainted 
with  Maori  custom,  and  the  attempt  of  the 
Government  to  assimilate  Native  custom  with 
English  law  led  to  nothing  but  confusion.  On 
more  than  one  occasion  he  had  urged  on  the 
House  that  every  Native  should,  as  soon  ai 
possible,  be  compelled  to  individualise  his 
title ;  and  until  that  was  done  there  would  be 
a  constant  recurrence  of  these  Native  difS- 
culties.  His  sympathies  went  very  much  with 
the  honourable  member  for  Waitotara  on  this 
subject.  There  was  no  doubt  that  it  did  seem 
strange  that  the  Goiut  of  Parliament  should 
interfere  with  the  ordinary  tribunals  of  the 
country.  Still,  so  far  as  he  knew  outside,  there 
could  be  no  doubt  that  substantial  injustice 
had  been  done  to  these  Natives,  who  for  many 
years  had  considered  themselves  the  owners  of 
this  block  of  land,  and  if  inj  ustice  had  been  done 
the  House  ought  not  to  be  trammelled  by  the 
technicalities  of  law  in  doing  justice.  They 
should  as  soon  as  possible  compel  the  Natives 
to  individualise  their  titles  aaA  become  owners 
of  their  own  lands ;  and  the  proper  way  to  do 
that,  EUid  to  avert  these  dissensions,  was  to 
increase  the  number  of  Native  Land  Conit 
Judges,  and  to  place  them  in  fixed  positions. 
Instead  of  being  peripatetic  as  they  now  were, 
and, — having  acquired  a  knowledge  of  Native 
title,  say,  in  the  North  of  Auckland, — being  sent 
away  down  probably  to  the  west  coast  of  the 
South  Island  to  investigate  titles  there.  Each 
Judge  should  be  fixed  in  a  particular  district, 
so  as  to  investigate  titles  there,  and  become 
fully  acquainted  with  the  Native  mona.  If 
they  were  moved  about  from  one  part  of  the 
country  to  another  it  was  impossible  that 
justice  could  be  done  in  Native-land  matters. 
He  hoped  when  Parliament  met  again  they 
would  have  a  common-sense  Bill  introduced, 
which  would  have  for  its  basis  increasing  the 
number  of  Judges  of  the  Native  Land  Court. 
and  making  compulsory  individualisation  of 
every  block  of  Native  land  in  the  colony.  He 
believed  this  could  be  done  without  great  ex- 
pense to  the  country,  and  with  great  advantage 
to  the  Maoris ;  and  by  that  simple  means  they 
would  do  more  to  settle  all  this  difficulty  than 
by  all  the  high  -  falutin'  talk  they  had  had 
upon  the  subject. 

Mr.  CABBOLL  wished  to  exonerate  himself 
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team  the  charge  mehde  by  the  hononiable  mem- 
bei  for  Waitotara,  that  honourable  members 
had  spoken  on  the  merits  of  this  question,  for 
be  had  not  done  so. 

Mr.  BAIjLANCE  said  he  was  not  present  at 
the  meeting  of  the  Committee  when  this  ques- 
tion was  under  consideration.  He  understood 
the  honourable  member  for  Waitotara  desired 
to  have  the  report  sent  back  to  the  Committee 
in  order  that  he  might  be  able  to  adduce  fresh 
evidence  or  reasons  why  the  Committee  should 
reverse  its  decision,  and  he  could  not  under- 
stand why  members  of  the  Committee  were  so 
persistent  in  refusing  to  reconsider  it.  A  large 
majority  of  the  Committee  appeared  to  be  in 
favour  of  the  report,  and  probably  they  would 
adhere  to  their  decision,  and  for  that  very 
reason  the  Committee  ought  to  be  willing  that 
the  report  should  be  referred  back  to  them.  In 
that  case  he  presumed  the  Government  would 
«ive  effect  to  it  by  bringing  down  a  special  Bill. 
Ho  thought  the  Native  Minister  was  slightly 
premature  in  coming  to  the  conclusion  that 
this  report  was  justifiable,  for  it  led  honourable 
members  to  suppose  that  he  was  prepared  to 
legislate  upon  it,  although  it  had  not  been  con- 
sidered by  the  Government.  He  admitted  that 
it  was  dangerous  to  bring  special  cases  like 
this  before  the  Legislature,  because  it  was  well 
known  that  when  political  pressure  was  brought 
to  bear  they  were  specially  noticed,  whereas 
when  there  was  no  political  influence  the 
cases  were  passed  over  with  the  report  from  the 
Committee,  "  We  have  no  report  to  make." 
There  were  cases  which  the  Legislature  ought 
certainly  to  take  into  consideration,  and  ho 
was  not  in  any  way  prejudging  this  one  by  say- 
ing that  it  was  one  of  those  cases.  No  doubt 
there  was  very  great  difficulty  in  settling  which 
should  be  the  final  Court  of  Appeal ;  but  the 
law  provided  that  the  Chief  Judge  could  refer 
oases  to  two  Judges  of  the  Native  Land  Court, 
and  their  decision  was  to  be  final.  If  there  was 
to  be  another  Court  of  Appeal,  as  in  the  case  of 
the  Supreme  Coiirt,  and  that  Court  had  to  try 
«very  case,  there  would  be  no  finality ;  and  the 
result  would  be  that  the  Court  of  Appeal  would 
really  be  the  Court  of  first  instance  to  try  these 
matters.  He  hoped  his  honourable  friend  the 
Chairman  of  the  Committee  would  withdraw 
his  objection,  and  that  the  petition  would  be 
sent  back  to  the  Committee,  so  that  the  honoiur- 
able  member  for  Waitotara  could  bring  forward 
his  special  reasons  why  the  Committee  should 
come  to  a  diScrent  conclusion. 

Sir  G.  GREY  differed  from  the  last  speaker. 
That  honourable  gentleman  said  that  if  they 
allowed  these  cases  to  go  back  to  different 
Courts  there  would  be  no  finality.  He  thought 
finality  would  come  sooner  than  the  honour- 
able gentleman  imagined,  for  it  would  arrive 
when  the  whole  of  the  value  of  the  property 
was  swallowed  up  by  the  lawyers,  and  he  know 
that  such  was  the  litigious  nature  of  the 
Natives  that  when  they  quarrelled  about  their 
land  thev  would  go  on  until  that  took  place. 

Mr.  ORMOND  would  point  out  that  the 
honourable  member  for  Wanganui  was  under 
a  misapprehension  as  to  what  the  honourable 


member  for  Waitotara  hcbd  said.  The  honour- 
able gentleman  did  not  pretend  that  he  had 
any  fresh  evidence,  but  his  contention  was  that 
it  was  a  wrong  procedure  to  grant  in  a  particu- 
lar cose  something  which,  if  dealt  with  at  all, 
should  only  be  dealt  with  by  general  legisla- 
tion. That  was  the  honourable  gentleman's 
position,  as  he  (Mr.  Ormond)  imderstood.  He, 
on  the  other  hand,  advocated  that,  where  a 
grievance  was  shown  to  Parliament,  and  a  Com- 
mittee of  Parliament  recommended  that  it  was 
worthy  of  consideration,  it  was  then  the  duty 
of  the  Government  to  take  an  opportunity  of 
redressing  that  grievance.  If  there  was  any- 
thing to  send  back  to  the  Committee  no  mem- 
ber of  the  Committee  would  for  a  moment 
object;  but  there  was  nothing  at  all  fresh  to 
send  back.  As  to  the  contention  of  the  honour- 
able member  for  Waitotara,  when  the  Govern- 
ment took  action  on  the  report  of  the  Commit- 
tee would  be  the  time  for  that  honourable 
gentleman  to  take  his  course.  There  could  be 
no  practical  result  from  sending  the  report 
back  to  the  Committee,  for  the  Committee  had, 
after  taking  all  the  evidence,  come  to  its  de- 
cision by  a  very  large  majority,  and  there  was 
absolutely  nothing  whatever  new  to  go  to  the 
Committee. 

Mr.  TANNER  said  he  would  not  have  risen 
but  for  a  remark  by  the  late  Native  Minister, 
implying  that  political  influence  had  been 
brought  to  bear  in  this  question. 

Mr.  BALLANGE  did  not  say  there  had  been 
in  this  question.  What  he  said  was  that  very 
often  in  these  cases  political  influences  could 
be  brought  to  bear. 

Mr.  TANNER  said  they  could  only  treat  this 
question  on  its  merits,  and,  considering  that  it 
was  a  dispute  between  two  separate  bodies  of 
Natives,  he  could  not  see  where  political  in- 
fluence could  come  in.  The  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Waitotara  distinctly  stated  that  he 
knew  nothing  of  the  circumstances  of  the  case 
— he  disclaimed  all  knowledge  of  it. 

Mr.  HUTCHISON.— Other  than  what  came 
before  the  Committee. 

Mr.  TANNER  said,  that  being  the  case,  it 
could  scarcely  be  said,  as  was  remarked  by  the 
honourable  member  for  Wanganui,  that  the 
honourable  member  for  Waitotara  desired  to 
bring  forward  some  fresh  evidence.  The  House 
had  no  knowledge  of  that ;  neither,  apparently, 
had  the  honourable  member  for  Waitotara.  If 
the  report  were  referred  back  to  the  Committee 
one  could  only  presume,  after  what  the  Chair- 
man and  other  members  had  said,  that  any 
fresh  report  would  be  merely  a  repetition  of 
that  now  presented ;  and  therefore  what  was 
the  use  of  wasting  time  in  referring  it  back  ? 

Mr.  SAMUEL  agreed  thoroughly  with  the 
honourable  member  for  Thorndon  that  the 
sooner  we  had  some  definite  system  on  which 
to  decide  issues  relating  to  Native  lands  the 
better.  The  administration  of  the  Native  Land 
Court  had  become  of  very  serious  moment  in- 
deed in  the  country:  its  decisions  were  con- 
tradictory, and  showed  that  there  was  an  utter 
absence  of  any  guiding  principle  in  framing  the 
decisions  given.     It  was  high  time  that  the 
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Iiegislature  stepped  in  and  established  some 
tribunal  to  settle  these  questions  on  some  fixed 
principles,  and  he  hoped  the  Government  would 
next  session  take  steps  in  that  direction.  He 
inferred,  from  the  remarks  of  the  honourable 
member  for  Wanganui,  that  that  honourable 
gentleman  contended  that  whenever  any  mem- 
ber of  the  House  was  dissatisfied  with  the  report 
of  a  Committee  he  should  be  entitled  to  have  it 
referred  back — he  need  not  say  that  he  had  any 
fresh  evidence  to  adduce,  but  he  could  have 
the  reference  back  simply  because  he  had  state- 
ments to  make — probably  similar  to  those  he 
had  already  made.  Now,  if  there  was  to  bo  any 
finality  at  all  in  the  proceedings  of  Committees, 
he,  for  one,  strongly  objected  to  any  such  prin- 
ciple being  recognised  by  the  House.  He  did 
not  think,  unless  it  could  bo  shown  that  there 
was  fresh  evidence  to  adduce,  that  a  report 
should  be  referred  back,  as  was  now  proposed. 

Mr.  FISH  thought  the  strongest  contention 
for  reference  back  was,  not  that  there  was  fresh 
evidence  to  adduce,  but  that  the  Committee 
had  mode  a  report  recommending  the  Govern- 
ment to  break  the  law.  The  law  now  was  that 
when  there  had  been  an  appeal  and  a  rehear- 
ing the  decision  on  the  rehearing  should  be 
final.  In  this  particular  case  that  process  hod 
been  gone  through.  If  the  Committee  thought 
that  the  law  was  wrong,  and  it  had  been  proved 
to  them  that  it  had  caused  an  injustice  m  this 
case,  they  should  have  made  a  recommendation 
that  the  Government  should  got  the  law  altered. 
Whether  the  amended  law  should  be  made 
applicable  to  this  particular  case  or  not  would 
be  another  question.  If  they  took  the  Com- 
mittee's report  literally  as  it  was  now  placed 
before  them,  it  was  equal  to  advising  the  Go- 
vernment to  pass  a  special  Act  for  every  special 
case  not  provided  for  by  the  existing  law.  That, 
certainly,  was  a  course  that  very  few  honour- 
able members  would  support.  If  the  law  re- 
lating to  these  cases  was  wrong,  by  all  means 
let  it  bo  amended ;  but  there  must  be  some 
finality.  In  ordinary  litigation  finality  was 
reached  when  a  case  was  taken  to  the  Privy 
Council  and  that  tribunal  gave  its  decision,  and 
it  appeared  to  him  they  must  have  some  abso- 
lute finality  in  reference  to  litigation  about 
Kativo  lands.  It  appeared  that  the  last  Parlia- 
ment passed  a  law  to  give  that  finality,  and  it 
was  that  which  the  Committee  now  desired 
to  alter  by  recommending  tho  Government  to 
quietly  break  tho  law  in  some  extraordinary 
way.  That  appeared  to  him  to  be  the  position. 
He  did  not  know  anything  of  the  merits  of  the 
case,  or  anything  about  Native  affairs,  and 
therefore  only  spoke  from  a  common-sense  view 
of  the  matter. 

Mr.  TAIPUA  wished  to  reply  to  the  remarks 
of  the  honourable  member  for  Wanganui,  who 
favoured  referring  back  the  report.  If  it  were 
referred  back  it  should  be  referred  only  to 
those  members  of  the  Committee  who  had  not 
attended  while  this  case  had  been  before  the 
Committee,  and  there  should  be  a  new  Chair- 
man elected.  If  the  matter  were  referred  to 
those  who  hod  already  dealt  with  it,  they 
could  only  again  come  to  the  same  determiua- 
Mr.  Samuel 


tion.  If  the  House  insisted  on  the  same  mem- 
bers of  the  Committee  dealing  with  the  matter, 
the  House  should  give  them  power  to  rehear 
the  case  and  give  judgmenL  as  to  the  land  ac- 
cordingly. Otherwise  it  would  be  quite  futile 
to  send  the  report  back. 

Mr.  PARATA  would  not  have  risen  bad 
not  this  matter  been  brought  so  prominently 
before  the  House ;  but,  that  having  been  done, 
he  would  like  to  explain  the  part  he  took  in 
it.  He  supported  the  honourable  member 
for  Waitotara  so  far  as  to  agreeing  that 
for  all  similar  cases  to  this  there  sbonid 
be  some  provision  made.  An  exactly  similar 
petition  had  been  presented  to  the  House  re- 
ferring to  the  Waipiro  Block,  and  in  that  case 
the  Committee  made  a  similar  report.  He 
found  no  fault  with  the  report,  but  he  thought 
the  application  should  be  made  general.  It 
confirmed  him  in  his  opinion  that  a  law  shoold 
be  passed  dealing  with  all  these  questions. 
Many  Natives  were  in  the  habit  of  coming  to 
the  House  for  relief,  and  the  House  was  power- 
less to  give  it  or  to  do  anything  in  the  matter, 
because  there  was  no  law  by  which  they  could 
do  it. 

Mr.  CARROLL  would  ask  permission,  befors 
the  matter  was  decided,  to  present  a  petition 
in  reference  to  this  case.  It  was  the  petition 
of  Henare  Matua  and  others,  praying  for  a  re- 
hearing regarding  the  subdivision  of  the  Po- 
rangahau Block. 

:Motion  for  adjournment  negatived. 

Amendment  negatived,  and  motion  agreed 
to. 

IMPORT  DUTY  ON  COAL. 

Mr.  JOYCE  asked  the  Government,  If  they 
have  any  knowledge  of  a  formulated  proposal 
of  tho  New  South  Wales  Legislature,  now  in 
session,  to  increase  their  import  duties  on  New 
Zealand  products,  and  that  such  a  proposal  is 
held  in  abeyance  pending  the  issue  of  a  mo- 
tion. No.  30,  on  our  Order  Paper  of  this  date, 
to  the  following  effect :  "  That  an  import  duty 
of  not  less  than  23.  6d.  per  ton  be  imposed  on 
all  coal  imported  into  New  Zealand  from  other 
countries  ;  "  and  will  the  Government  give  the 
honourable  member  for  Inangahua  an  early 
opportunity  of  either  withdrawing  tho  motion 
or  having  it  discussed  and  finally  settled  ?  The 
House  would  remember  what  hod  taken  place 
in  regard  to  the  motion  of  the  honourable 
member  for  Inangahua.  He  did  not  know 
whether  it  was  a  coincidence  or  not,  but  the 
fact  remained  that  there  was  a  suggestion  on 
the  Order  Paper  of  the  Parliament  of  New 
South  Wales  to  increase  the  duty  ujKin  our 
natural  products,  and  it  would  be  a  very  serious 
thing  for  New  Zealand  if  such  a  thing  were 
done.  There  was  no  doubt  in  his  mind  that 
the  motion  of  tho  honourable  member  for 
Inangahua  was  calculated  to  have  an  irritating 
effect,  and  he  would  ask  that  the  honourable 
gentleman  should  have  an  opportunity  of  with- 
drawing it. 

Mr.  FISHER  said  tho  Government  were  net 
aware  of  any  proposal  of  the  nature  of  that 
spoken  of  by  the  honourable  member  being  be- 
fore the  Legislature  of  New  South  Wales,  and 
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therefore  they  had  not  taken  the  matter  into 
consideration ;  but  he  might  say  that  if  the 
honourable  member  for  Inangahua  desired  to 
\rithdraw  his  motion  it  would  be  very  easy  for 
him  to  do  so. 

CIVIL  SEBVANTS  MEMBEES  OP  EDU- 
CATION BOARDS,  ETC. 

Mr.  GUINNESS  asked  the  Minister  of  Edu- 
cation, Whether  there  is  any  regulation  pro- 
hibiting Civil  servants  from  being  members  of 
Education  Boards  and  School  Committees ; 
and,  if  no  such  regulation  exists,  will  the  Go- 
Termnent  make  such  a  regulation  at  an  early 
date? 

Mr.  FISHEB  said  there  were  at  present  no 
such  regulations,  and  the  Government  did  not 
know  that  it  was  desirable  to  make  any. 

DEFEBEED-PAYMENT  SETTLERS. 

Dr.  KEWMAN  asked  the  Government,— (1.) 
Why.  deferred-payment  settlers  are  sued  for 
arrears  of  payment  in  one  provincial  district, 
and  not  sued  in  another?  (2.)  On  whose  autho- 
rity are  such  distinctions  made  ? 

Mr.  G.  F.  RICHARDSON  said  the  Govern- 
ment was  not  aware  of  any  instance  of  deferred- 
payment  settlers  being  sued  for  rent ;  but  it  was 
not  a  matter  to  be  dealt  with  by  the  depart- 
ment. The  Waste  Lands  Boards  had  authority 
to  deal  with  such  matters. 

ONEHUNGA  WHARF  CHARGES. 

Mr.  HAMLIN  asked  the  Minister  for  Public 
Works,  Whether  he  will  give  directions  that 
the  Government  charges  levied  on  the  Onehunga 
wharf  shall  be  in  all  instances  assimilated  to 
the  charges  levied  on  the  Auckland  wharf  by 
the  Harbour  Board,  in  accordance  with  the 
promises  made  by  his  predecessor  7  He  might 
state  that  in  1685  a  Bill  was  introduced  for 
the  purpose  of  handing  over  the  management 
of  the  Manukau  Harbour  to  a  Harbour  Board, 
and,  owing  to  the  discussion  that  took  place, 
a  promise  was  made  by  the  then  Minister  for 
Public  Works  that  if  the  Bill  were  withdrawn 
the  charges  at  the  Onehunga  wharf  would  be 
assimilated  to  those  charged  on  the  Auckland 
wharf.  From  time  to  time  efforts  had  been 
made  to  have  that  promise  carried  into  effect,' 
but  he  was  sorry  to  say  th&t  up  to  the  pre- 
sent time  they  had  not  been  sacccssful,  and 
hence  this  question  was  put  on  the  Order 
Paper;  and  he  trusted  that  the  Minister,  in 
his  reply,  would  say  that  not  only  should  the 
charges  he  assimilated,  but  that  no  new  charges 
should  be  imposed ;  because  charges  were 
being  imposed  which  had  a  detrimental  effect 
upon  the  shipping  of  the  port.  He  desired  to 
read  an  extract  from  a  letter  which  the  honour- 
able member  for  Manukau  (Sir  M.  O'Borke) 
had  received  from  Mr.  Jackson,  a  member  of 
the  Borough  Council  of  Onehunga,  dated  the 
2fith  November,  on  this  subject,  in  which  the 
writer  said, — 

"  In  the  meantime  I  am  asked  to  request 
Tou  to  bring  to  his  [the  Minister  for  Public 
Works']  immediate  attention  a  fresh  charge 
which  is  just  now  being  imposed,  which  will 


seriously  affect  persons  engaged  in  shipping  to 

the  ports  affected. 

"  This  new  charge  is  Is.  a  ton  measurement 
on  all  goods  shipped  to  Raglan,  Kawhia,  Hoki- 
anga,  and  Waioku,  and  other  places  within  the 
harbour. 

"  The  officials  say  that  this  export  wharfage 
charge  haa  hitherto  been  omitted  through  over- 
sight ;  but,  as  it  now  comes  in  addition  to  all 
other  wharf  charges,  it  is  extra-burdensome. 

"  I  am  told  that  the  railway  takes  freight 
right  through  to  Auckland  at  a  rate  very 
slightly  in  excess  of  the  sum  they  impose  for 
wharf  charges  on  goods  sent  by  roaid." 

That,  he  thought,  would  be  sufficient  to 
prove  that  he  had  very  good  reasons  for  placing 
this  question  on  the  Order  Paper,  and  he 
trusted  that,  in  his  reply,  the  Minister  would 
indicate  that  he  intended  to  carry  out  the  pro- 
mise made  some  two  years  ago.  They  were 
constantly  having  new  charges  placed  upon 
them,  and  always,  when  anything  wets  said,  it 
was  replied  by  the  officials  that  this  was  an  old 
charge,  but,  owing  to  an  oversight,  had  not 
been  made  previously. 

Mr.  MITCHELSON  said  the  promise  of  the 
late  Minister  for  Public  Works  with  respect  to 
assimilating  the  charges  levied  at  the  wharf 
at  Onehimga  to  those  charged  at  Auckland  had 
been  carried  out,  with  the  exception  of  the  tolls 
levied  upon  wagons,  drays,  and  other  vehicles, 
as  at  the  time  the  promise  was  given  tolls  were 
levied  upon  vehicles  at  Auckland,  and  the 
Government  did  not  see  their  way  to  make  any 
alteration  respecting  the  latter  at  present. 

JURORS. 

Mr.  WABD  asked  the  Government,  Whether 
they  will  favourably  consider  increasing  the 
rate  of  pay  allowed  to  common  jurors  ?  Repre- 
sentations hod  been  made  to  him  which  had 
induced  him  to  put  this  question  on  the  Order 
Paper.  It  appeared  that  the  rate  allowed  at 
the  present  time  was  Ss.  a  day  when  jurors 
ccune  from  within  a  distance  of  seven  miles ; 
beyond  that  they  got  4s.,  out  of  which  they  had 
to  pay  their  expenses.  And  what  ho  wished 
to  point  out  was  this:  that  in  cases  where 
tradesmen  and  artisans  were  summoned  to 
leave  their  employment  they  sustained  ail 
actual  loss.  He  hoped  that  the  Government 
wotdd  see  their  way  to  remedy  this,  and  not 
allow  the  financial  difficulty  now  existing  to 
prevent  an  equitable  rate  of  pay  being  given  in 
these  oases. 

Mr.  FERGUS  said  the  Government  would 
take  the  matter  into  consideration,  but  did  not 
at  present  see  their  way  to  doing  anything  in 
the  direction  indicated. 

MABUIA-AMUBI  HORSE-TEACK. 
Mr.  B.  H.  J.  BEEVES  asked  the  Minister 
for  Public  Works,  If  he  will  place  the  sum  o! 
£2,000  on  the  estimates  for  the  purpose  of  con- 
structing a  horse-track  from  Maruia  Plains  to 
Amuri  County  via  Cannibal  Gorge  ?  Ho  might 
point  out  that  already  surveys  of  this  road  were 
in  hand,  and  that,  if  it  were  proceeded  with,  it 
would  bring  the  most  important  mining  district 
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in  the  colony — Beef  ton — into  connection  with 
a  pastoral  country.  He  trusted,  therefore,  that 
the  honourable  gentleman  would  see  his  way 
to  grant  the  request. 

Mr.  G.  P.  RICHARDSON  said  the  Govern- 
ment recognised  the  importance  of  completing 
this  horse-track,  and  surveys  were  in  progress  ; 
but  ho  regretted  that  the  funds  at  the  disposal 
of  the  Government  would  not  enable  them  to 
push  it  on  this  year. 

MR.  BADDELEY. 

Mr.  R.  H.  J.  REEVES  asked  the  Minister  of 
Justice,  If  tlie  Mr.  Baddeley  now  acting  as  Resi- 
dent Magistrate  in  Auckland  is  the  same  Mr. 
Baddeley  who  recently  retired  on  a  pension  7 

Mr.  FERGUS  replied  that  the  Mr.  Baddeley 
who  was  now  acting  as  Resident  Magistrate  in 
Auckland  was  the  same  Mr.  Baddeley  who, 
when  he  retired,  would  receive  a  pension. 

NELSON  ROADS. 

Mr.  SEDDON  asked  the  Minister  for  Public 
Works, — (1.)  If  there  is  a  clerical  error  in  the 
public-works  estimates,  seeing  that  in  "  Class 
IV. — Roads,"  in  the  Nelson  District,  the  lia- 
bilities on  the  31st  March,  1887,  are  set  down 
as  being  £4,988,  whilst  the  estimated  total 
amount  required  to  be  authorised  is  only  set 
down  at  £4,960?  (2.)  If  not  a  clerical  error, 
out  of  what  fund  docs  the  Minister  propose  to 
pay  the  £28  required  to  meet  the  deficiency  ? 
In  looking  over  the  public-works  estimates  he 
fo'md  that  in  "Class  IV. — Roads,"  iu  Nelson 
District,  the  liabilities  were  set  down  at  £4,988, 
while  the  amount  set  down  as  needing  to  be 
authorised  was  £4,960.  It  seemed  strange  that 
an  amount  less  than  the  liabilities  should  be 
authorised. 

Mr.  G.  F.  RICHARDSON  said  this  did  ap- 
pear to  be  a  clerical  error ;  and,  as  to  the  second 
part  of  the  question,  the  £28  would  be  provided 
for  from  contingencies. 

WEST  COAST  MAIL  CONTRACTS. 
Mr.  R.  H.  J.  REEVES  asked  the  Postmaster- 
General, — (1.)  If  he  will  inform  the  House  of 
the  difference  in  present  contract  price  for 
conveying  mails  from  Springfield  to  west  coast 
of  ^Middle  Island  and  the  lowest  tender  sub- 
mitted when  tenders  were  last  called  for  for 
such  service  ?  (2.)  If  he  will  state  the  amount 
of  compensation  claimed  by  present  contrac- 
tors for  the  above  service  in  consequence  of 
damage  done  to  road  by  floods,  iScc. ;  and  if 
he  wUl  state  by  whom  the  amount  of  such 
compensation  was  assessed,  whether  by  the 
contractor  or  the  Government  ?  (8.)  Will  the 
postal  authorities  recognise  similar  claims  in 
all  other  West  Coast  mail  contracts?  There 
had  always  been  land-slips  and  flooded  rivers 
on  the  West  Coast;  but  he  bad  never  before 
heard  of  mail  contractors  receiving  compenssi- 
tion  from  the  Government.  It  appeared  that 
in  this  case  the  contractors  had  received  on 
extension  of  their  contract.  When  tenders 
were  called  for,  only  about  six  weeks  were 
allowed  to  tenderers  to  provide  the  whole  of 
the  expensive  plant  for  the  contract.  He  hoped 
Ur.  li.  H.  J.  Reeves 


the  Postmaster-General  would  be  able  to  givo 
satisfactory  answers,  so  that  the  people  on  the 
West  Coast  might  know  that  there  was  nothing 
behind  the  scenes. 

Major  ATKINSON  said,  with  regard  to  the 
first  part  of  the  question,  he  might  say  that 
the  tenders  were  not  opened.  There  were  two 
opened  by  mistake ;  but  he  did  not  see  them, 
and  the  remainder  of  the  tenders  were  not 
opened.  Therefore  he  was  not  able  to  answer 
that  part  of  the  question.  The  amount  claimed 
was  between  £1,000  and  £1,100.  The  Govern- 
ment thought  there  was  probably  a  claim 
against  the  Government.  On  a  former  occa-  ! 
sion,  when  the  Government  resisted  a  similar 
claim,  it  was  brought  before  the  House,  the 
Committee  reported  that  a  sum  of  £1,700 
should  be  given  to  the  contractor,  and  that 
amount  was  paid.  Therefore  the  Government 
thought  it  better  to  compromise  this  matter  in 
the  way  it  had  done  by  extending  the  contract 
for  one  year  at  the  present  rate. 

An  Hon.  Member. — What  rate  7 

Major  ATKINSON  was  not  quite  certain, 
bat  thought  it  was  about  £1,200:  but  that 
could  easily  be  ascertained.  Any  just  claim, 
of  course,  they  would  have  to  recognise ;  bat 
unjust  claims  they  would  not.  He  did  not  see 
how  they  could  have  escaped  this  one. 

Mr.  SEDDON  asked  if  the  lowest  tender 
from  Greymouth  was  not  £1,600,  while  this 
contract  was  £1,800. 

Major  ATKINSON  could  not  reply  to  that, 
because  the  tenders  were,  as  he  had  stated, 
returned  unopened. 

SOUTH  ISLAND  PASTORAL  RUNS. 
On  the  motion  of  Major  STEWARD,  it  was 
ordered.  That  a  return  be  laid  before  this  House 
of  all  pastoral  runs  in  the  South  Island  of 
which  the  licenses  expire  between  January, 
1888,  and  the  SOth  December,  1890,  giving  in 
detail  the  number  of  the  run,  the  provincial 
district,  the  acreage,  name  of  present  occupier, 
and  present  rental  paid. 

LOAN  BILL. 

ADJOUBNED  DEBATE. 

Sir  J.  VOGEL.— Sir,  the  course  I  propose  to 
take  in  resuming  this  debate  is  this:  I  shall 
principally  discuss  the  questions  raised  by  the 
Public  Works  Statement,  and  incidentally,  in 
my  remarks,  I  shall  refer  to  some  important 
questions  which  the  honourable  gentleman  at 
the  head  of  the  Government  raised  lost  night 
in  moving  the  second  reading  of  the  Loan  Bill, 
and  I  shall,  of  course,  make  some  remarks  upon 
that  Bill  itself.  The  honourable  member  for 
Egmont  raised  some  very  important  questions 
as  to  the  duty  of  the  Colonial  Trea.<surer,  as  to 
the  amount  of  money  he  had  to  pay  in  April, 
BjaA  as  to  the  proposal  for  testing  the  public- 
works  policy  by  votes  in  Committee  of  Supply. 
On  all  those  points  I  shall  touch  later  on. 
First,  I  have  very  great  pleasure  in  offering  to 
the  Minister  for  Public  Works  my  warm  con- 
gratulations upon  the  Public  Works  Statement. 
As  a  Statement  I  think  it  is  an  exceedingly 
able  one,  very  ingeniously  pieced  together ;  and. 
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Although  I  am  not  able  to  concur  with  it,  yet  I 
am  none  the  less  willing  to  do  justice  to  the 
industry  and  ability  with  which  the  Statement 
has  been  produced.  Especially,  I  think,  the 
House  is  indebted  to  the  honourable  gentleman 
{or  the  full  tables  which  he  has  arranged  in 
connection  with  the  Statement,  which  cer- 
tainly make  very  clear  what  his  views  are. 
I  do  not  think  that  in  the  course  of  the  dis- 
-cussion  there  will  be  much  question  as  to  the 
meaning  of  the  honourable  gentleman,  whether 
or  not  we  agree  with  that  meaning.  The  great 
doubt  I  feel,  speaking  generally,  as  to  the  State- 
ment is  this  :  as  to  its  being  possible  now,  even 
had  we  a  much  longer  time  at  our  disposal,  to 
discriminate  and  judge,  to  the  minute  extent 
the  honourable  gentleman  proposes,  what  should 
be  our  policy  and  proceedings  during  the  next 
three  and  a  half  years.  And,  Sir,  there  is  this, 
besides,  to  be  said  of  the  Statement :  that  the 
proposals  of  the  honourable  member  as  regards 
public  works  and  borrowing  do  not  fit  in  with  the 
financial  policy,  or  any  possible  flnancial  policy, 
&s  I  shall  make  clear  in  the  course  of  what  I 
have  to  say.  Now,  Sir,  I  will  go  through  briefly 
some  of  the  most  prominent  points  of  the  State- 
ment. First,  as  regards  the  Helonsville  Bail- 
way  Northwards,  and  as  to  the  doabliug  of  the 
line  from  Auckland  to  Penrose,  and  as  to  the 
line  from  Orahamstown  to  Te  Aroha,  I  think  the 
course  which  the  honourable  gentleman  asks 
us  to  take  in  regard  to  those  three  lines,  that 
we  should  definitely  decide  to  even  banish  them 
from  consideration  for  three  and  a  half  years, 
is  too  severe  a  measure.  I  believe,  as  far  as  I 
know,  the  honourable  gentleman  is  wise  in 
not  making  proposals  for  their  extension  at 
present ;  but  as  to  saying  what  is  to  take  place 
m  the  Orahamstown-Te  Aroha  district,  in  the 
North  Auckland  district,  or  in  regard  to  the 
traffic  in  Auckland  and  the  country  with  which 
it  is  coimected  —  as  to  saying  what  may  be 
necessary  in  regard  to  extending  the  railways 
long  before  three  years  and  a  half  are  over,  it 
is  nothing  short  of  presumption  on  our  part  to 
commit  ourselves  to  banishing  these  lines  for 
that  period.  Especially  I  may  say,  with  regard 
to  the  northern  extension,  I  think  it  is  a  matter 
very  much  to  be  regretted  that,  at  a  time  when 
there  is  an  evident  inclination  to  settle  and 
colonise  the  land  north  of  Auckland,  such  a 
check  should  be  thrown  upon  it  as  is  com- 
prised in  the  banishment  of  the  extension  of 
this  railway  for  so  long  a  period.  Now  I  come 
to  a  very  important  question,  and  that  is  the 
proposals  in  regard  to  the  North  Island  Trunk 
line.  Sir,  I  say  that  these  proposals  are  the 
result  of  fear  on  the  part  of  the  honourable 
gentleman  to  deal  definitely  with  the  question — 
the  fear  of  offending  some  Wellington  mem- 
bers on  the  one  hand,  or  of  offending  some 
Auckland  members  on  the  other.  And  I  am 
of  opinion  that  it  is  a  question  that  onght  to 
be  settled,  and,  whether  or  not  I  may  please 
the  members  whom  I  love  so  much  representing 
Wellington  or  those  whom  I  equally  love  in 
Auckland,  I  think  it  is  at  any  rate  my  duty 
to  express  explicitly  my  views  upon  the  subject. 
Now,  the  position  is  this:   The  line  at  the 


north  end  to  Murimotu  con  be  completed  for 
£300,000.  I  have  calculated  minutely  the 
cost,  including  engagements  for  the  purchase 
of  Native  lands  in  relation  to  the  southern 
part  of  the  line,  and  the  expenditure  al- 
ready undertaken,  and  I  find  that  there  will 
remain  out  of  the  million  loan,  above  the  cost 
of  the  completion  of  the  line  to  Murimotu, 
the  sum  of  £230,000.  Two  or  three  years  ago 
it  was  my  good  fortune  to  meet  with  a  gentle- 
man of  Taranaki — I  think  he  was  the  Chair- 
man of  the  county  —  an  exceedingly  able 
and  intelligent  man.  He  went  with  me  into 
the  whole  question  of  connecting  Taranaki 
with  Auckland,  and  I  came  to  the  conclu- 
sion that,  whether  or  not  the  railway  was  to 
be  proceeded  with  from  Marton  to  Te  Awo- 
mutu,  the  connection  between  Taranaki  and 
the  main  line  to  Auckland  should  be  pro- 
ceeded with.  I  made  very  exhaustive  inquiries 
on  the  subject,  and  the  result  of  those  in- 
quiries convinced  me  of  this  :  that  for  £600,000 
a  communication  could  be  made  between  Tara- 
naki and  a  point  on  the  main  line  south  of 
Te  Awamutu.  I  do  not  think  that  can  be  done 
from  Stratford,  nor  do  I  think  it  is  desirable 
that  it  should  be  done  from  Stratford.  New 
Plymouth  is  an  important  city,  and,  in  my 
opinion,  the  line  should  go  through  New  Ply- 
mouth ;  and,  as  far  as  I  can  judge,  the  cheapest 
line  would  bo  one  connecting  Waitara  with  the 
main  line ;  and  that  could  bo  done  for  £600,000, 
the  distance  being  seventy-five  miles.  I  was  in 
favour  of  the  Marton  route  three  years  ago  for 
several  reasons,  and  especially  because  it  was 
said  it  could  be  completed  for  a  little  over  the 
million  voted  for  the  North  Island  Main  Trunk 
line.  Again,  I  thought  that  a  fast  line  could 
not  bo  obtained  by  Stratford,  and  I  thought  it 
would  be  well  to  make  a  rapid  line  from  Wel- 
lington to  Auckland.  There  were  other  reasons, 
to  which  I  need  not  specially  refer,  but  they  were 
all  in  the  direction  that  it  was  more  desirable 
to  proceed  witli  the  central  route  than  with 
the  Taranaki  line.  Now,  upon  all  tlieso  points 
my  views  are  modified.  I  find  that  if  the  line 
is  carried  through  New  Plymouth  to  Auckland 
certainly  not  more  than  half  a  million,  I  do  not 
think  more  than  £400,000,  would  bo  necessary 
to  be  raised  in  excess  of  the  North  I.sland  Trunk 
Loan.  I  undertake  to  say  that  £400,000  in 
excess  of  tho  amount  authorised  already  is  very 
probably  tho  amount  that  would  be  required 
to  finish  what  has  been  done  in  tho  south,  to 
take  the  line  to  Huntcrville,  to  purchase  the 
Native  lands,  and  to  carry  tho  line  through 
New  Plymouth  and  ^lurimotu  to  Auckland. 
The  Minister  for  Public  Works  tolls  us  that 
£1,28.5,000  is  required  to  complete  the  line 
from  Marton  to  Te  Awamutu,  in  addition  to  the 
million  already  authorised.  Having  travelled 
over  that  road  myself,  I  have  come  to  tho  con- 
clusion that  it  would  be  well  to  make  New 
Pljrmouth  the  halting-place,  and  in  saying  so 
I  do  justice  to  the  town  which  has  had  the 
honour  of  politically  educating  the  honourable 
gentleman  now  at  the  head  of  tho  Government. 
I  think  it  would  not  be  undesirable  that  the 
halting-place  should  be  at  New  Plj'mouth,  and 
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then,  Sir,  we  should  have  through  communica- 
tion between  Wellington  and  Auckland.  The  line 
would  not  ba  bo  quick,  certainly.  I  may  say  I 
have  formed  a  strong  opinion  upon  the  subject 
from  the  fact  of  the  very  groat  traffic  which 
now  goes  on  from  Wellington  to  Auckland  by 
way  of  New  Plymouth.  I  do  not  think  any  of 
us  imagined,  when  that  line  was  finished  to 
New  Plymouth,  that  many  people  would  go  by 
that  road  and  take  steamer  from  Now  Ply- 
mouth to  the  Manukau ;  but,  as  a  fact,  it 
is  a  very  popular  route,  notwithstanding  the 
drawback  of  having  to  land  at  the  breakwater 
at  New  Plymouth ;  so  that  I  think  we  may 
conclude  that  the  main  trunk  route  will  be 
very  popular  if  it  go  by  that  way.  Then, 
I  say  the  arguments  in  favour  of  opening 
up  the  lino  from  New  Plymouth  to  Auck- 
land are  irresistible.  There  are  many  reasons 
why  it  should  be  done,  and  there  is  perhaps 
none  greater  than  the  immense  mineral 
value  of  the  district  between  Mokau  and 
Auckland.  The  streams  running  through 
that  district  uniformly  show  mineral  wealth, 
including  coal  and  valuable  metals.  Thero- 
fore  I  am  strongly  in  favour  of  the  line  being 
taken  by  New  Plymouth,  and  I  should  bo  pro- 
pared  to  support  a  resolution  to  the  eSect  that 
the  lino  shall  not  be  taken  further  than  Hun- 
terville,  and  that  all  works  beyond  that  shall 
be  stopped.  It  is  simply  a  waste  of  money  to 
carry  out  the  proposal  of  the  Minister  for 
Public  Works;  and,  as  I  shall  show  further 
on,  although  the  honourable  gentleman  at  the 
head  of  the  Government  affects  to  leave  to  the 
House  an  opportunity  of  deciding  on  his  pro- 
posals, he  does  nothing  of  the  kind.  These 
atoms  will  be  considered  in  Committee  of 
Supply,  but  a  resolution  of  the  House  will  be 
required  if  it  is  intended  to  determine  that  the 
route  of  the  line  shall  be  by  way  of  New  Ply- 
mouth. I  will  not  only  support  that  route, 
but  I  will  support  its  being  carried  on  quickly, 
because  there  is  a  large  sum  of  money  avail- 
able now.  A  large  sum  has  already  been 
expended,  and  it  is  sheer  wivstefulness  and 
extravagance  to  let  these  works  stop,  and 
lose  interest  on  the  money,  instead  of  push- 
ing them  on  as  quickly  as  possible.  Sir,  I 
am  one  of  those  who  believe  that  if  com- 
munication be  opened  up  between  Wellington 
and  Auckland  by  way  of  Now  Plymouth  an 
immense  impetus  will  be  given  to  commerce, 
to  traffic,  and  to  the  industricR  of  this  Island. 
As  regards  the  proposal  to  complete  the  line 
between  Palmerstou  and  Woodville,  that  has 
my  hearty  approval.  I  should  like  to  see  it 
pushed  on  day  and  night  as  rapidly  as  possible. 
I  am  not  of  the  same  opinion  with  regard  to 
the  communication  between  Woodville  and 
Masterton.  I  consider  that  the  expenditure  for 
that  work  might  very  well  be  extended  over  a 
longer  period  than  is  proposed.  I  am  not,  of 
course,  able  to  judge  of  what  engagements  have 
been  entered  into,  but  it  seems  to  me  that  the 
Minister  for  Public  Works  need  not  force  on 
that  work  so  rapidly,  and  that  the  expenditure 
on  it  might  be  extended  over  four  years  instead 
of  two.  As  his  proposals  come  down  to  us, 
Sir  J.  Vogel 


although  the  expenditure  up  to  September  last 
was  only  £16,000,  and  al^ough  expenditnia 
has  been  contracted  from  the  commencement 
of  the  second  half  of  the  year,  yet  the  hoaoor- 
able  gentleman  seems  to  think  he  has  found  » 
way  for  increasing  the  expenditure  during  that 
second  half.  In  other  words,  he  thinks  that, 
while  £16,000  has  been  expended  on  the  line 
from  March  to  September,  he  will  contrive  to 
spend  £21,000  more  up  to  the  end  of  March 
next.  I  do  not  think  he  can  do  it,  and  the 
same  remark  applies  to  most  of  the  expenditure 
which  he  has  proposed  for  the  current  yeaf. 
His  proposal  is  to  expend  £37,000  up  to  Mandi 
next,  and  £24,400  during  the  next  year..  I  think 
this  expenditure  ought  to  be  extended  over 
three  or  four  years,  as  the  work  is  not  of  such 
a  necessary  character  that  it  ought  to  bo  forced 
on.  I  recognise  that  it  has  to  be  done,  be- 
cause it  is  part  of  the  schedule  of  the  Loan 
Act ;  but  I  do  not  think  there  is  any  necessity 
for  hurrying  it.  Now  with  regard  to  the 
railway  between  Greymouth  and  Hokitika:  I 
contend  it  is  a  great  mistake  to  delay  the  com- 
pletion of  that  line.  It  is  proposed  to  go  on 
with  that  line  during  the  next  three  years  and 
a  half,  and  yet  to  leave  a  gap  between  the  two 
cities  or  towns,  because  of  saving  the  sum  of 
£70,000.  That  is  a  cose  of  "  penny-wise  and 
pound-foolish,"  as  the  line  will  probably  be  a 
paying  one.  As  regards  Hokitika  the  proposal 
is  particularly  unjust.  There  has  been  a  lafge 
expenditure  on  the  Greymouth  and  Westport 
Harbours,  but  there  has  been  none  to  speak  of  on 
the  Hokitika  Harbour  during  late  years.  It  is 
therefore  placed  at  a  great  disadvantage,  and 
it  is  only  just  that  it  should  be  given  commu- 
nication with  Greymouth,  as  a  compensation 
for  the  expenditure  on  the  northern  harbours. 
Besides  that,  I  hold  that,  as  the  southernmost 
town  on  the  West  Coast,  it  should  not  be  left 
without  communication  with  the  other  towns, 
as  it  will  be  under  the  proposals  of  the  Govern- 
ment, which  will  still  leave  a  gap  of  seven 
miles.  With  regard  to  the  Southland  railways, 
I  would  rather  leave  the  Southland  members 
to  speak  upon  them,  for  I  do  not  feel  myself 
sufficiently  able  to  judge  as  to  whether  oz 
not  the  proposals  of  the  Government  are  of 
a  satisfactory  character.  As  regards  the  Ota^ 
Central  Bailway,  I  consider  the  proposals  are 
exceedingly  unsatisfactory.  The  Government 
have  virtually  made  a  Government  measure 
of  the  Otago  Central  Bailway  Bill.  The  line 
under  that  Bill  is  to  commence  from  Middle- 
march  ;  hut  until  the  line  is  completed  to 
Middlemarch  the  Bill  which  we  passed  the 
other  day  will,  in  my  opinion,  have  no  oSect, 
or  next  to  no  effect.  I  am  aware,  in  saying 
this,  that  I  differ  in  opinion  from  the  honour- 
able gentleman  whose  name  is  particularly 
ident^ed  with  the  measure,  the  honourable 
member  for  the  Dunstan,  who  thinks  that 
the  line  can  be  commenced  in  both  direc- 
tions from  Clyde.  The  honourable  gentleman 
is  clearly  mistaken,  and  is  evidently  wanting 
in  knowledge  of  how  railways  are  always  com- 
menced. I  do  not  believe  that  there  is  a 
single  example  to  he  found  of  a  line   corn- 
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menced  in  the  middle  of  the  country,  without 
oonunanication  by  water  or  rail  so  as  to  bring 
up  the  necessary  plant.  The  cost  of  bringing 
Qp  material  and  rails  and  rolling-stock  to  a 
place  right  in  the  middle  of  the  country  which 
cannot  be  approached  by  water  or  rail  will 
make  the  thing  impossible.  Therefore,  in  my 
opinion,  until  the  line  reaches  Middlemarch 
the  making  of  the  line  beyond  that  point  under 
the  Bill  which  has  passed  this  House  cannot 
proceed ;  and  I  think  it  is  a  mistake  to  delay 
it.  It  is  proposed  that  on  this  line  £70,000 
shall  be  spent  the  first  year,  £60,000  the  next 
year,  and  £41,000  in  the  third  year.  In  my 
opinion,  that  railway  ought  to  be  completed  in 
the  two  years — that  is,  next  year — to  Middle- 
march.  Another  thing  to  be  considered  in  rela- 
tion to  that  is  the  way  in  which  the  land  will 
be  locked  up  by  the  Bill  we  have  passed,  and 
by  the  delay  that  will  take  place  in  the  com- 
pletion of  the  line  to  Middlemarch.  It  will 
be  observed  that  the  amount  involved  is  not  a 
large  one.  The  course  I  propose  will  simply 
mean  making  the  £41,000  proposed  for  the 
third  year  payable  during  the  second  instead 
of  during  the  third  year.  With  regard  to  the 
statement  made  by  the  Minister  for  Public 
Works,  that  the  open  lines  have  yielded  a  net 
percentage  of  £2  63.,  I  do  not  consider  that 
unsatisfactory,  and  I  think  that  the  honourable 
gentleman  is  under  the  mark  in  his  statement 
that  the  services  rendered  to  other  departments 
by  the  railways  amount  to  £35,000  annually  in 
value :  in  my  opinion,  it  might  be  put  at  a  con- 
siderably larger  sum.  So  that  the  railways  as 
they  now  are  do  not  at  all  show  an  unsatisfac- 
tory result  as  a  whole.  Now  I  come  to  the 
question  of  roads  and  bridges.  My  remarks  on 
that  head  will  be  very  few  and  very  general, 
and  I  shall  leave  honourable  members  who 
have  a  larger  knowledge  of  the  subject  to  be 
more  minute  in  their  criticism.  But  I  must 
say  this  :  that  the  proposals  which  are  made  to 
regulate  expenditure  on  roads  and  bridges  for 
the  next  three  years  and  a  half  are  fallacious 
in  the  extreme,  mere  guesswork,  a  very  prettily 
drawn -up  plan  like  a  Chinese  puzzle,  put 
together  like  mosaic-work ;  but  I  do  not  think 
that  they  can  possibly  be  aidhcred  to.  I  do  not 
think  that  honourable  members,  who  know  how 
uncertain  the  progress  of  settlement  is  io  the 
colony,  can  believe  for  a  moment  that  the  rate 
of  expenditure  on  roads  and  bridges  can  be 
fixed  so  long  in  advance.  Wo  cannot  tell  at 
this  time  what  will  be  the  colony's  urgent 
needs  in  the  way  of  opening  up  the  country  at 
any  given  time  during  so  long  a  period.  The 
provision  made  for  goldfields  roads  and  gold- 
fields  contingencies  is  wholly  inadequate.  It 
amounts  to  a  sum  which  may  be  very  much 
less  than  may  be  required  in  a  single  year,  if 
some  new  goldfield  should  be  discovered  requir- 
ing a  very  large  expenditure  to  give  access  to 
it.  Honourable  members  must  recollect  this : 
that  not  only  is  it  asked  that  we  should  now 
decide  the  expenditure  for  the  next  three 
and  a  half  years,  but  it  is  asked  that  we 
should  fix  it  for  that  period,  because  it  is  in 
the  mind  of  the  honourable  member  at  the 


head  of  the  Government  that  there  shall  be  no 
further  borrowing  for  three  years  from  March 
next;  and  therefore  it  is  an  attempt  to  fix 
our  policy  in  this  matter  for  the  next  three 
and  a  half  years.  I  would  also  point  out 
this :  that  we  have  a  sort  of  hope  held  out  to  us 
that  borrowing  for  these  matters  will  be  reduced ; 
and  to  the  extent  that  it  is  reduced  the  con- 
solidated revenue  is  to  be  further  handicapped, 
or  the  local  bodies  will  be,  in  connection  with 
roads  and  bridges,  goldfields  roads  and  bridges 
and  goldfields  contingencies,  subsidies  to  local 
bodies,  extension  of  telegraph-lines,  publio 
buildings,  and  things  of  that  sort.  Publio 
buildings  have  been  erected  in  the  past  some- 
what lavishly,  perhaps — not  of  late  years,  for  I 
undertake  to  say  that  there  are  reasonable  re- 
quirements in  some  parts  of  the  country,  mora 
especially  in  country  districts,  for  public  build- 
ings to  a  very  large  amount ;  and  it  is  only  the 
very  strong  inducement  there  is  to  be  economical 
that  enabled  the  late  Government,  and  will  en- 
able the  present  Government,  to  say  that  these 
requirements  shall  not  be  met  at  an  early  date. 
And  these  publio  buildings  also  are  to  be  put 
on  the  consolidated  revenue :  in  short,  it  is  pro- 
posed to  very  heavily  handicap  the  consolidated 
revenue  in  the  future.  The  provision  that  is 
stated  OS  made  for  the  "  unemployed  "  is  £50,000 
for  the  present  and  following  three  years.  I 
cannot  trace  that  expenditure  in  the  proposed 
works.  No  doubt  the  honourable  gentleman 
has  particular  works  in  his  mind  to  which  he 
proposes  to  devote  the  money ;  but  I  cannot, 
myself,  discover  what  the  works  are.  But  there 
is  a  great  deal  to  be  said  about  this  ■'  unem- 
ployed "  question.  I  am  quite  aware  that  per- 
sons who  do  not  love  to  work  are  apt  to  use 
agitations  of  the  kind  for  the  purpose  of  obtain- 
ing assistance.  But  it  is  preposterous  to  sup- 
pose that  that  is  the  general  position,  or  to  fail 
to  recognise  that  as  the  colony  becomes  older 
the  number  of  persons  who  will  grow  old  and 
helpless  will  increase,  as  has  been  the  case  in  the 
Australian  Colonies.  And  I  undertake  to  say 
that — although  you  may  put  your  hands  on  a 
great  many  cases  unworthy  of  assistance  or 
recognition  among  those  who  implore  employ- 
ment to  enable  them  to  get  the  means  of  living 
— there  are  a  vast  number  of  cases  that  deserve 
the  sympathetio  attention  of  those  who  have 
charge  of  the  interests  of  the  colony.  In  a  coun- 
try like  this,  where  large  seasons  of  labour  grow 
up  in  connection  with  harvesting  and  wool-shear- 
ing, there  always  must  be  times  when  there 
is  a  want  of  employment.  That  has  been  the 
case  as  long  as  I  can  remember  in  New  Zea- 
land, which  extends  over  twenty-six  years. 
Even  in  the  time  when  Otago  was  in  its 
most  prosperous  condition  we  had  demands 
for  aid  from  persons  who  during  the  winter 
months  were  unable  to  find  employment ;  and 
it  is  absurd  to  suppose  that  now,  when  the 
expenditure  of  public  money  is  being  eased  off, 
and  at  a  time  when  there  is  a  tendency  to 
offer  less  employment,  and  when  local  indus- 
tries are  less  prosperous — that  at  such  n  time 
we  are  likely  to  require  less  provision  for  the 
"  unemployed  "  than  in  post  times.  I  undertake 
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to  say  that  during  the  last  twenty-five  years 
the  Colonial  and  Provincial  Government  expen- 
diture on  "  unemployed  "  has  been  larger  than 
the  Minister  for  Public  Works  now  proposes. 
The  honourable  gentleman  proposes  to  extend 
the  expenditure  in  that  way  of  £30,000  over 
four  years;  or,  in  other  words,  £7,S00  pet 
annum  is  all  the  honovirable  gentleman  pro- 
poses during  this  and  the  next  three  years  to 
be  devoted  to  providing  relief  for  the  "  unem- 
ployed ;  "  and  that  is  a  less  sum  than  the  total 
of  what  the  General  and  Provincial  Govern- 
ments have  devoted  to  that  purpose  during  any 
one  of  the  post  twenty-iive  years.  No  matter 
how  prosperous  the  colony  may  have  been,  or 
how  much  employment  may  have  been  offering 
on  public  works  and  goldUelds,  I  undertake  to 
say  that  never  was  a  less  sum  than  £7,500  a 
year  expended  by  the  General  and  Provincial 
Governments  on  the  "  unemployed "  during 
that  long  period.  The  honourable  gentleman 
will  not  be  able  to  maJce  £30,000  sufficient  for 
the  purpose  for  that  period  of  four  years.  I 
wish  to  put  in  a  respectful  and  humble  plea  for 
a  small  work  in  a  district  which  is  connected 
with  the  one  I  have  the  honour  to  represent.  I 
allude  to  the  Sumner  Railway.  I  believe  if  it 
depended  on  the  honourable  member  who  has 
charge  of  the  public  works  there  would  be  no 
question  whatever  that  that  railway  would  be 
made.  I  think  the  honourable  gentleman  has 
given  it  to  be  understood  that  he  is  most  favour- 
able to  the  work.  It  would  cost  about  £14,000. 
It  was  omitted,  by  accident,  from  the  schedule 
of  the  Loan  Act  of  1U86,  on  account  of  the 
similarity  of  name  between  it  and  that  of 
another  railway— the  Mount  Somers  line.  In 
the  Loan  Act  of  18B6  only  £8,000  was  set 
apart  for  the  whole  Provincial  District  of  Can- 
terbury out  of  the  whole  million  and  a  half ; 
and  now,  out  of  the  proposed  half-million  for 
general  railways,  only  £7,000  is  proposed  for 
that  district.  I  am  quite  aware  of  the  reason 
which  guided  us  in  not  proposing  a  larger 
amount  in  1886 — it  was  that  the  best  assist- 
ance that  could  be  given  to  the  Canterbury 
Provincial  District  was  by  giving  larger  induce- 
ments for  the  making  of  the  Midland  Railway, 
by  establishing  railway  communication  be- 
tween Westport  and  the  Midland  line,  and  by 
the  line  through  Marlborough  to  Tophouse. 
But  these  lines  were  thrown  out  by  the  House, 
and  Canterbury  was  loft,  as  I  have  said,  with 
only  £8,000  out  of  the  last  loan;  and  only 
£7,000  is  proposed  now.  If  the  honourable 
member  at  the  head  of  the  Government  will 
tell  me  that  he  will  leave  this  matter  to  the 
discretion  of  the  Minister  for  Public  Works 
I  shall,  at  any  rate,  feel  happy  on  that  point — 
that  we  should  have  the  railway.  I  know  bis 
inclination  and  bis  sound  sense  of  justice  are 
in  favour  of  making  that  line  :  in  fact,  a  depu- 
tation that  waited  on  him  regarding  it  came 
away  quite  delighted  with  the  friendly  manner 
in  which  he  expressed  himself  towards  the 
work,  and  were  so  impressed  with  the  cer- 
tainty that  it  would  be  soon  begun  that  they 
discussed  whether  the  honourable  gentleman 
should  be  asked  to  take  the  principal  part  in 
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the  jubilations  connected  with  beginning  the 
work,  and  should  be  asked  to  turn  ^e  first  sod, 
so  happy  were  honourable  members  in  the  as- 
surance they  received  from  that  interview.  I 
hope  that  tiiis  appeal — which  I  have  made  in 
OS  humble  a  manner  as  could  be  conceived — 
will  have  the  effect  I  desire.  The  work  would 
come  in  for  the  "  unemployed ; "  and  it  is 
important  to  know  that  it  would  be  a  sub- 
urban line,  which  would  pay  well,  and  there- 
fore it  is  one  of  the  lines  which  should  not  be 
relegated  to  a  remote  period.  Now,  as  regards 
the  question  of  inmiigration,  it  is  proposed  to 
put  a  considerable  sum  on  the  estimates  in 
relation  to  immigration.  I  cannot  say  that  I 
am  unfavourable  to  that  proposal,  because 
there  are  systems  of  immigration  which  I 
think  should  command  the  support  of  the 
House  and  the  country ;  but  I  do  think  wa 
should  have  a  much  larger  knowledge  of  the 
way  in  which  it  is  proposed  to  conduct  this 
immigration  than  we  have  at  present,  and  I 
suppose  the  Ministry  will  consider  it  reasonable 
that  such  further  information  should  be  given. 
The  only  other  point  which  I  wish  to  refer  to 
before  coming  to  the  general  financial  aspect  of 
the  proposals  is  this  :  that,  whilst  admitting  to 
the  full  my  share  of  the  responsibility  and  the 
late  Government's  share  of  the  responsibility  in 
the  matter,  I  have  come  to  the  conclusion  that 
the  great  expenditure  which  has  token  place  on 
harbour  defences  is  to  be  regretted.  It  was 
commenced  at  a  time  when  there  was  a  panic, 
owing  to  the  possibility  of  war  between  Great 
Britain  and  Russia.  This  is  not  the  time 
to  go  fully  into  that,  but  I  have  come  to  the 
conclusion  that  really  the  expenditure  we  are 
making  for  harbour  defences  is  more  for  the 
protection  of  Her  Majesty's  ships  of  war  than 
for  the  purpose  of  defending  the  colony's  terri- 
tory. Not  only  will  these  harbour  defences, 
long  before  they  can  reach  the  point  it  was  in- 
tended they  should  reach,  become  antiquated 
and  inefficient,  but  I  believe  also  that  the 
expenditure  will  have  to  be  enormously  in  ex- 
cess of  what  has  already  taken  place.  I  admit 
my  full  share  of  responsibility  in  the  matter; 
but  it  seems  to  me  desirable  that  we  should 
now  curtail  as  much  as  possible  any  fur- 
ther expenditure  in  the  direction  of  harbour 
defences.  I  shall  probably  have  on  oppor- 
tunity of  going  more  fully  into  that  question 
when  the  Bill  to  provide  for  the  naval  defence 
of  the  colony  is  brought  down.  Now,  Sir, 
I  come  to  the  general  financial  aspect  of 
the  question.  The  gist  of  the  proposals  of  the 
Government  is  this:  that  at  the  31st  March, 
1887,  there  was  an  amount  of  £575,000  to  the 
credit  of  the  First  Part  of  the  Public  Works 
Fund — that  is,  the  part  which  relates  to  the 
miscellaneous  expenditure ;  that  there  was  in 
the  Second  Part  a  credit  balance  of  £674,000 
— that  is,  relating  to  the  North  Island  Trunk 
Line  loan  expenditure ;  and  to  the  credit  of 
the  Third  Part  there  was  £719,000.  To  give 
round  figures,  I  am  mentioning  only  the  thou- 
sands. That  makes  a  total  in  hand  at  she 
31st  March,  1887,  of  £2,018,000.  Now  it  is 
proposed  to  add  £1,000,000  to  that  amount. 
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making  it  up  to  £3,018,000.  It  is  proposed  to 
expend  between  the  year  1887  and  the  end  of 
March,  1891,  £2,941,000,  leaving— or  it  is  sup- 
posed to  leave — at  the  end  of  March,  1891,  an 
amount  of  £77,000  to  be  expended,  representing 
a  balance  left  to  the  North  Island  Trunk  Kail- 
Tray  Loan  of  £54,000,  and  to  the  unexpended 
amounts  of  general  loans  £23,000.  That  is,  in 
round  figures,  the  gist  of  the  proposals  of  the 
Government.  Now,  I  would  ask  honourable 
gentlemen  to  consider  the  question  of  assets  as 
at  the  end  of  September,  or,  rather,  at  the  end 
of  March  next,  with  a  view  to  considering  how 
far  it  is  necessary  to  embark  upon  the  new 
loan  proposed.  The  assets  as  regards  Fart  I. 
at  the  end  of  March  last  were  £575,000. 
That  amount  includes  the  sum  of  £33,000 
for  debentures  or  inscribed  stock  on  account 
of  the  Beads  and  Bridges  Construction  Act 
in  a  commuted  shape  from  various  local 
bodies.  There  was  to  the  credit  of  the  First 
Part  at  the  31st  March  last  of  £550,000.  The 
expenditure,  the  absolute  expenditure,  up 
to  the  end  of  September  last  was  £243,000, 
leaving  a  balance  at  the  end  of  September  of 
£307,000.  Now,  Sir,  as  I  shall  have  occasion 
to  show  directly,  the  honourable  member  pro- 
poses uniformly  throughout  his  estimates  that 
there  shall  be  a  larger  expenditure  during  the 
second  half  of  this  year — that  is  to  say,  from 
September  to  March  —  than  there  was  from 
March  to  September  last.  I  do  not  know  how 
the  honourable  gentleman  arrives  at  that  esti- 
mate, but  I  believe  it  is  incorrect,  for  we  had 
already  toned  down  the  expenditure  before 
leaving  o£Sce,  and  there  is  no  reason  to  expect 
that  the  second  half,  although  it  is  estimated 
higher,  will  show  actually  a  larger  amount  of 
expenditure  than  the  first  half  did.  The  ex- 
penditure was,  during  the  first  half,  out  of  the 
First  Part,  £248,000 ;  and  I  am  sure  that  the 
expenditure  to  March  next  will  not  be  larger. 
Taking  that  amount,  there  will  be  left  at  the 
end  of  March  a  balance  in  Part  I.  of  £64,000. 
Supposing,  however,  I  accept  the  estimate  of 
the  honourable  gentleman  for  a  larger  expendi- 
ture in  the  second  half  of  the  year  than  there 
vras  in  the  first  half,  there  will  be  expended 
£17,000  more,  and  the  balance  at  the  end  of 
March  will  be  £47,000.  In  the  Second  Part  of 
the  Fund  there  was  expended  on  the  31st  March 
last  £674,000  ;  and,  as  the  amount  is  so  large, 
I  will  take  the  full  amount  of  the  expenditure 
proposed  by  the  honourable  gentleman  for  the 
whole  year,  leaving,  in  this  case  as  in  the  last 
case,  a  larger  proposed  expenditure  for  the 
second  half  of  the  year.  I  will  take'  the  whole 
amount  that  the  honourable  gentleman  sets 
forth  in  his  own  estimates,  £180,000 ;  and 
therefore  I  find  that  at  the  end  of  March  next 
there  will  be  left  in  the  Second  Part  of  the 
Public  Works  Fund  £494,000.  In  the  Third 
Part  there  was,  at  the  end  of  March  last, 
£769,000.  The  expenditure  proposed  by  the 
honourable  gentleman  is  £442,000  up  to  the 
end  of  March  last,  and  therefore  at  the  end  of 
March  next  there  will  be  a  credit  balance  in 
the  Third  Part  of  £327,000.  In  other  words, 
there  will  be  a  credit  in  the  First  Part  of  £64,000 


or  £47,000  according  as  the  honourable  gentle- 
man may  expend  during  the  second  half  of  the 
year;  there  will  be  a  credit  in  the  Second  Part 
of  £494,000 ;  and  in  the  Third  Part  of  £827,000. 
It  is  important  to  recollect  that  these  will  be 
the  balances  to  the  credit  of  the  Public  Works 
Fund  in  March  next.  The  amount  required  to 
be  voted  for  1887-88  is  no  index  of  the  expendi- 
ture, because,  as  I  have  said,  uniformly  through- 
out the  estimates  brought  down  it  is  proposed 
to  spend  more  for  the  second  half  of  the  year 
than  was  expended  in  the  first  half.  The 
additional  expenditure  is  not  really  going  on, 
but  is  in  consequence,  probably,  of  its  being 
necessary  to  put  more  down  than  will  be 
expended.  However,  it  actually  amounts  to 
this :  that,  whilst  we  spent  from  March  to  Sep- 
tember last  £515,000,  the  honourable  gentle- 
man's estimates  show  that  we  shall  spend  from 
September  to  March  £611,000;  or,  in  other 
words,  the  honourable  gentleman  estimates 
that  the  expenditure  for  the  second  half  of  the 
year  will  be  £96,000  more  than  it  was  for 
the  first  half;  but  I  am  convinced  that  that 
£96,000  will  be  entirely  to  the  good  at  the  end 
of  the  31st  March — that  there  will  be  no  ex- 
cess of  expenditure  over  that  of  the  first  half 
of  the  year.  Now  I  look  at  the  question  as  to 
what  was  available  for  expenditure  as  a  whole 
on  the  30th  September,  1887.  Supposing  the 
North  Island  Trunk  Bailway  Loan  to  have  been 
negotiated,  and  supposing,  also,  that  the  de- 
bentures or  stock  belonging  to  the  Roads  and 
Bridges  Construction  Act  given  by  the  local 
bodies  were  cashed  and  placed  to  the  credit  of 
the  Fund,  there  was  at  the  end  of  September  no 
less  than  £1,503,000  to  the  credit  of  the  Public 
Works  Fund.  Taking  the  expenditure  from 
September  to  March  at  the  same  rate  as  the 
expenditure  from  March  to  September,  and 
adding  only  the  £40,000  for  the  cost  of  nego- 
tiating the  North  Island  Trunk  Loan,  I  have  an 
amount  of  expenditure  of  £555,000 :  in  other 
words,  on  the  31st  March  next  there  will  he  no 
less  than  £948,000  to  the  credit  of  the  three 
Public  Works  Accounts.  Now,  Sir,  I  will  put  a 
simple  proposition  to  the  House,  and  it  is  this  : 
If  a  new  loan  is  required  in  March  next,  with  a 
credit  balance  of  £948,000,  when  will  a  new  loan 
be  required  at  the  proposed  rate  of  expenditure 
during  the  next  three  years  and  a  half  ?  The  ex- 
penditure proposed  for  the  year  1888-89 — that 
is,  from  March  next  to  the  following  March — is 
£986,900;  so  that,  to  all  intents  and  purposes, 
it  is  proposed  to  spend  a  million  of  money  next 
year.  And,  Sir,  it  seems  to  mo  as  clear  as  it  is 
possible  to  make  anything  that,  if  the  Govern- 
ment are  justified  in  asking  us  for  permission 
to  launch  a  new  loan  of  a  million  in  March 
next,  when  there  will  be  nearly  a  million  in 
hand,  and  as  the  expenditure  during  the  cur- 
rent year  to  the  following  March  will  amount 
to  a  million,  they  will  have  to  come  down  and 
ask  for  another  loan  in  1889.  They  are 
lodged  in  this  absolute  conclusion :  Either  it 
is  unnecessary  to  ask  for  a  million  in  March 
next,  or  they  will  require  another  million 
at  the  end  of  the  following  year  —  in  March, 
1889.    I  see,  Sir,  no  way  out  of  that  difficulty. 
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except  that  it  will  not  be  neoessary  to  allow 
the  Government  so  large  a  loan  as  they  now 
ask  for.  They  propose  to  shut  themselves  out 
absolutely  from  borrowing  till  1891 ;  but,  if  the 
state  of  the  finances  next  March  requires  the 
launching  of  a  million  loan,  then  I  say  that 
the  following  year  a  new  loan  will  bo  required, 
and  the  Government  will  have  put  the  colony 
in  very  great  danger  by  undertaking  not  to 
borrow  for  two  years  further.  That  is  to  say, 
they  will  require  to  borrow  in  1889,  whilst 
they  have  undertaken  not  to  borrow  until  1891. 
Sir,  in  my  opinion  the  loan  proposed  and 
asked  for  of  one  million  is  not  required ;  but 
I  believe  that  half  a  million  should  be 
granted,  because  the  No.  1  Fund  requires  to 
be  replenished  almost  from  the  beginning  of 
the  year.  There  will  be  probably  £100,000 
or  so  in  the  No.  1  Fund  at  the  commence- 
ment of  the  next  financial  year ;  and  the  Fund 
which  deals  with  the  railways  generally — that 
is  to  say,  the  No.  3  Account — will  require  some 
amount  of  replenishment,  probably  to  the  ex 
tent  of  £100,000,  at  the  rate  of  expenditure 
proposed  by  the  honourable  member  to  carry 
on  until  1889.  Therefore,  Sir,  I  should  not 
be  averse  from  a  loan  being  permitted  to  the 
extent  of  half  a  million  and  no  more.  The 
honourable  gentleman  may  say  that  the  Public 
Works  Fund  is  exceedingly  loaded,  and  that 
that  is  why  he  asks  for  that  million.  I  will 
turn  to  facts.  On  the  SOtb  September  last, 
supposing  the  advances  from  the  North  Island 
Trunk  Loan  were  cleared  off — and  they  will  be 
cleared  oS  as  soon  as  that  loan  is  negotiated — 
the  whole  of  the  advances  which  the  Public 
Works  Fund  was  under  for  outside  investments 
was  as  follows :  £12,000,  Thames-Botorua  de- 
bentures ;  £87,000,  district-railway  debentures; 
£28,000  of  4-percent,  inscribed  stock ;  £19,000, 
deficiency  bills ;  and  £50,000,  debentures  on 
account  of  Government  loons  to  local  bodies. 
In  other  words,  the  whole  amount,  outside  the 
North  Island  Trunk  Railway,  of  investments 
held  by  the  Public  Works  Fund  on  the  30th 
September  last  amounted  to  only  £146,000. 
Sir,  I  should  think  honourable  members  must 
have  been  astonished  last  night,  as  I  was,  at 
finding  that  the  Government  proposed,  besides 
this  million  of  moner,  to  raise  another  loan  of 
£400,000  in  the  English  market.  The  honour- 
able gentleman  at  the  head  of  the  Government 
denied  that  that  was  the  meaning  of  the  Public 
Bovenucs  Bill.  I  have  examined  it  since,  and 
can  SCO  no  other  meaning  to  it.  It  enables  the 
Treasurer  to  appoint  agents  in  Great  Britain 
to  borrow  £400,000  to  pay  ofi  the  deficiency  of 
the  present  and  last  year  up  to  the  extent  of 
£400,000,  and  it  provides  for  6-per-cent.  de- 
bentures being  sold  to  buy  up  the  deficiency 
bills.  I  am  not  generally  inclined  to  allow 
Fnglish  opinion  to  guide  our  counsels,  because 
I  think  we  know  best  what  is  to  be  done ;  still, 
Sir,  I  could  hardly  fancy  a  more  audia^ious 
challenge  to  the  English  money-market  than, 
after  a  long  course  of  adoption  of  4-per-cent. 
inscribed  stock  on  all  now  loans,  and  sys- 
tematically keeping  out  of  the  way  loans  for 
revenue  purposes,  that  we  should  go  to  the 
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English  money-market  and  ask  for  £400,000  in 

substitution  of  revenue  for  the  present  year — 
some  part  of  which  might  have  been  coUectod 
had  the  honourable  member  not  obstinately 
put  down  his  foot  against  going  into  the  ques- 
tion of  revising  the  Customs  tariff.  Sir,  the 
honourable  member,  in  a  former  period — I  will 
not  say  the  deficiencies  wholly  belonged  to  hia 
Government,  but  more  or  less  they  did  so — went 
upon  the  English  money-market  for  no  less  a 
sum  than  £1,800,000  to  make  up  for  deficiency 
in  revenue  ;  and  it  was  to  be  hoped  that  we 
were  not  going  to  do  a  similar  thing  again.  I 
cannot  help  thinking  that  it  is  lamentable 
that  this  course  should  now  be  proposed,  and, 
virtually,  that  we  should  be  asked  to  consent 
to  a  loan  of  £1,400,000,  —  for  it  is  nothing 
else ;  the  fact  that  it  is  in  two  Bills  does  not 
matter.  There  is  £400,000  to  pay  oS  deficiency 
in  revenue,  £500,000  for  miscellaneous  pur- 
poses, and  £500,000  for  railways.  These,  Sit, 
are  the  proposals  of  the  honourable  gentleman. 
And  it  is  a  remarkable  fact — I  do  not  know 
if  it  has  occurred  to  honourable  members — that 
the  course  we  adopted  in  1886,  which  met  with 
the  approval  of  the  whole  House  and  of  the 
whole  country,  of  strictlj'  "  ear-marking  "  the 
purposes  and  amounts  for  which  the  loans 
should  be  borrowed,  has  been  departed  from 
by  the  honourable  member  in  the  present 
Bill.  After  the  extraordinary  way  in  which  the 
£3,000,000  proposed  by  the  honourable  member 
in  1882  was  diverted  to  different  objects  from 
the  purposes  for  which  it  was  authorised,  the 
House  felt  that  we  should  strictly  denote  to 
what  purposes  any  future  money  should  be 
applied,  and  should  take  precautions  for  pre- 
venting its  misapplication.  The  words  put  into 
the  Act  of  1886  were — "  no  other  purpose  what- 
ever." Those  words  are  omitted  from  the  pre- 
sent Bill,  and  words  are  substituted  enabUng 
the  House  to  vary  the  purposes  and  the 
amounts  in  the  schedule  at  the  pleasure  of  the 
House.  These  are  the  words  now  employed : 
"  and  can  from  time  to  time  bo  applied  to  the 
construction  of  the  works  and  for  the  purposes 
mentioned  in  the  schedule  of  this  Act,  in  snoh 
amounts  and  within  such  periods  only  as  shtJl 
be  provided  by  any  Act  or  Acts  to  be  passed  by 
the  General  Assembly  appropriating  the  said 
moneys."  In  other  words,  although  they  affect, 
in  this  schedule,  to  put  down  amouuts  and  pur- 
poses, the  Bill  is  so  framed  that  it  will  be  open 
to  the  House  to  look  upon  the  whole  amount 
of  the  loEin  as  available  for  expenditure  in  any 
direction,  so  long  as  it  does  not  go  outside 
altogether  the  many  different  purposes  stated 
in  the  schedule.  I  consider  that  a  retrograde 
stop,  and  one  which  the  House  will  not  agree  to. 
Then,  I  should  mention  this :  that  the  proposal  to 
borrow  £400,000  in  England  is  in  distinct  oppo- 
sition to  the  statement  made  by  the  honourable 
member  in  his  Financial  Statement,  for  in  that 
ho  said  that  they  proposed  to  issue  short-dated 
debentures  payable  ouly  in  the  colony  ;  so  that, 
without  any  explanation  or  apology  whatever, 
the  honourable  member  is  so  confident  of  hit 
majority,  apparently,  that  ho  has  brought  down 
this  Bill  with  this  vital  and  important  change 
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without  even  deeming  it  worthy  of  mention. 
Now,  the  honourable  gentleman  last  night 
lamented  that  he,  as  Colonial  Treasurer,  was 
so  fully  occupied  in  having  to  find  money  as 
it  was  required.  Sir,  I  venture  to  say  that  the 
honourable  gentleman,  in  making  that  com- 
plaint, does  not  fully  recognise  what  are  the 
functions  of  a  Colonial  Treasurer.  They  are 
ajialogous  to  the  functions  of  tho  manager 
of  a  bank.  If  the  manager  of  a  bank  were 
to  keep  a  million  or  two  millions  in  tho  coffers 
of  the  bank  in  excess  of  his  requirements,  to 
save  himself  trouble  or  anxiety,  what  would  be 
the  result  1  It  would  be  very  bad  business.  It 
is  the  function  of  a  bank  to  see  that  money  is 
employed  from  day  to  day ;  and  that  is  the 
function  of  all  persons  in  business.  Why,  Sir, 
at  Home,  when  interest  was  down  as  low  as  1 
per  cent,  at  call,  I  have  known  instance  after 
instance  of  hundreds  of  thousands  of  pounds 
being  lodged  for  three  or  four  days,  though 
the  interest  'given  was  only  about  £8  a  day 
for  every  £100,000.  That  was  done  because  it 
was  looked  upon  as  a  matter  of  business  that  no 
larger  amount  of  interest  should  be  paid  th.-ui 
was  absolutely  necessary.  The  loan  of  a  million 
will,  absolutely,  not  be  required  for  a  very  con- 
siderable time,  as  I  have  shown  the  House ;  but 
the  honourable  gentleman  is  going  to  propose 
to  issue  a  loan  of  a  million  in  Haroh,  when 
he  will  have  a  million  in  hand,  nearly,  to  the 
«redit  of  the  Public  Works  Account — ho  will 
have  a  great  deal  of  money  at  his  command. 
Why  should  it  be  necessary,  then,  to  issue  the 
J340O,0O0  of  debentures?  If  the  honourable 
member  had  said,  "  I  want  a  loan  of  a  million 
in  order  to  carry  over  local  investments, 
which  are  difficult  to  place  in  the  colony," 
I  could  have  understood  it ;  but  look  at  the 
position  the  honourable  member  has  taken  up. 
He  told  us  with  a  martyr-air  last  night  that 
he  had  to  find  in  April  next  £600,000— which  is 
to  be  provided  by  the  negotiation  of  the  North 
Island  Trunk  Loan — and  he  has  to  find  be- 
sides £700,000  out  of  revenue.  Now,  look  at  the 
position  of  the  honourable  member,  when  he 
speaks  of  that  aa  a  matter  of  difficulty.  On 
the  SOtli  March  he  will  be  able  to  clear  o^  every 
sixpence  he  is  owing  in  the  way  of  deficiency 
bills — he  will  have  £400,000  at  his  conmiand 
under  this  Bill,  and  that  will  make  a  complete 
•clearance  of  every  debt  he  has  owing,  and  leave 
a,  surplus.  Of  course.  Sir,  as  I  showed  when  I 
spoke  on  the  Financial  Statement,  the  honour- 
able gentleman  exaggerated  tho  position,  both 
as  regards  tho  expenditure  and  the  diminished 
revenue ;  and  there  will  not  be  so  largo  a  de- 
ficiency as  he  anticipates,  unless  it  arises  out 
of  measures  which  ho  is  proposing  this  session. 
Ho  pays  off  every  debt,  and  on  the  first  day  of 
April  has  a  right  to  raise  £900,000  in  addition 
to  paying  off  that  £400,000.  This  revenue  Bill 
allows  him  £1,300,000  of  deficiency  bills  — 
£400,000  in  tho  shape  of  debentures,  which  will 
clear  off  altogether  that  amount  of  outstanding 
bills,  and  on  the  1st  April  ho  will  be  entitled  to 
raise  an  additional  £000,000.  I  do  not  seo  that 
there  will  be  any  difficulty  then  in  paying  oS  the 
£700,000.    Honourable  members  must  recollect 


that  the  critical  period  in  the  finances  of  the 
colony  is  from  the  end  of  March  to  the  middle  of 
October.  During  those  first  six  months  we  have 
to  pay,  virtually,  the  whole  of  our  year's  interest. 
October  is  tho  worst  part.  At  the  end  of  the 
year  we  have  cleared  off,  if  there  is  no  defi- 
ciency, our  Treasury  bills,  or  nearly  all  of  them, 
except  such  as  maybe  represented  by  advances. 
Then  we  have  recourse  to  Treasury  bills  to  pay 
the  half-year's  interest  due  in  April.  Up  to 
October  we  have  to  keep  up  all  the  revenue  we 
can;  and,  with  the  use  of  the  Treasury  bills, 
we  pay  the  second  half-year's  interest.  Well, 
after  October  the  revenue  continues  to  accu- 
mulate and  accumulate,  and  the  whole  of  the 
property-tax  comes  in  after  October,  and  a 
very  considerable  amount  more  in  stamp  duties 
during  the  second  half  of  the  year  than  the  first 
half.  And  what  I  want  to  bring  before  the 
Committee  is  this :  that  the  position  of  the 
Colonial  Treasurer  is,  and  must  bo — and  he 
cannot  get  case  from  it  if  he  does  justice  to 
the  colony — his  position  is  to  examine  these 
matters  very  carefully,  so  as  to  avoid  paying  a 
larger  amount  of  interest  than  is  necessary. 
The  function  of  the  officers  of  the  Treasury  is 
to  deal  with  the  moneys  provided  by  the  Trea- 
surer ;  and  the  lament  made  by  the  Colonial 
Treasurer  last  night,  of  having  to  spend  his 
time  in  providing  the  means  required,  would 
have  been  a  legitimate  lament  from  the  Secre- 
tary to  the  Treasury,  but  not  from  the  Colonial 
Treasurer,  any  moro  than  it  would  be  a  legiti- 
mate lament  from  the  manager  of  a  bank,  whose 
business  it  would  be  to  conduct  the  policy  of  the 
bank  and  determine  what  funds  were  necessary. 
Now,  Sir,  in  saying  that  I  am  not  favourable  to 
allowing  this  loon  to  be  for  more  than  half  a 
million,  I  wish  to  add  that,  if  I  considered  it  was 
possible  to  give  efiect  during  tho  present  session 
to  the  proposals  which  I  have  before  referred  to 
in  this  House,  it  would  not  be  necessary  to  issue 
any  new  loan  at  all,  to  float  the  North  Island 
Trunk  Bailway,  or  to  provide  a  loan  for  taking 
up  the  deficiency  bills.  It  appears  to  me  ab- 
surd for  honourable  members  to  suppose  that  I, 
who  have  played  so  large  a  part  in  the  history 
of  tho  colony,  would  endanger  my  reputation 
by  making  a  statement  as  to  the  feasibility 
of  such  plans  unless  I  had  good  reason  to 
know  they  could  be  carried  out.  But  it  seems 
to  me  yet  more  absurd  that  gentlemen  who 
are  inclined  to  ridicule  the  idea  of  such  pro- 
posals should  have  so  little  idea  of  the  re- 
sources which  are  open  to  countries,  as  well  as 
to  individuals,  in  the  way  of  meeting  condi- 
tions and  circumstances  which  required  to  be 
met  as  to  suppose  there  is  no  way  of  meeting 
our  difficulties  and  tho  various  circumstances 
out  of  which  they  arise,  and  that  we  must 
come  to  the  deplorable  policy  which  this  Pub- 
lic Works  Statement  discloses ;  for  there  is 
no  disguising  the  fact  that  this  public-works 
policy  is  a  bid  to  honourable  members  who 
are  supporters  of  borrowing,  in  tho  way  of  say- 
ing, "  If  you  will  consent  to  let  us  borrow  more 
at  present  than  was  contemplated,  we  will 
make  you  a  promise  of  being  abstinent  in 
future."    I  do  not  know  what  one  would  say  of 
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a  person  who  was  habitually  given  to  the  use  of 
strong  liquor  who  said,  "  If  you  let  me  have  a 
month's  or  a  year's  indulgence  to  any  extent 
I  like,  I  am  willing  to  take  the  pledge  after- 
wards." That  is  virtually  what  the  honour- 
able gentlemen  now  say.  They  say  to  those 
members  who  are  opposed  to  borrowing,  "  Give 
us  a  year  or  two  of  wild  indulgence,  and  after 
that  we  will  take  the  pledge  and  abstain 
for  the  future."  How  far  this  promise  may 
have  efiect  upon  honourable  members  it  is 
not  for  me  to  say.  To  my  mind,  the  Public 
Works  Statement  is  neither  more  nor  leas  than 
this:  "Give  us  a  large  amount  of  boiTowing 
for  the  next  eighteen  months,  and  we  will 
take  our  chance  of  what  we  can  do  afterwards. 
We  shall,  at  any  rate,  have  had  eighteen 
months'  control  of  tho  colony,  and  something 
may  occur  to  enable  us  to  renounce  the  support 
of  the  members  whose  support  now  is  so  im- 
portant to  us."  That  is,  to  my  mind,  the  cha- 
racter of  the  policy.  And  when  I  look  at  the 
Ministers  smiling  opposite  to  mo  I  cannot  help 
thinking  I  have  been  able  to  solve  this  conun- 
drum and  to  see  through  it.  As  I  have  said,  I 
put  on  one  side  my  proposals ;  it  is  very  evident 
to  me  I  am  not  justified  in  bringing  them  down 
now.  In  considering  proposals  of  the  kind  you 
have  to  look  at  them  from  two  points  of  view  : 
first,  as  to  their  advantage  to  the  colony ;  and, 
next,  their  feasibility.  As  regards  their  ad- 
vantage to  the  colony  I  do  not  think  there  will 
be  any  two  opinions.  As  regards  their  feasi- 
bility, I  am  thoroughly  convinced  upon  that 
point ;  but  I  know  that  were  I  to  announce 
them  now  it  is  upon  that  point  the  Govern- 
ment would  attempt  to  beat  me,  and  the  very 
discussion  of  them  would  aid  to  mar  the  pro- 
bability of  putting  them  into  effect.  It  is 
only  in  the  hands  of  those  who  are  friendly 
to  the  carrying -out  of  the  proposals  that 
good  effect  would  be  likely  to  come  from 
them ;  and,  as  the  Government  have  shown 
such  extraordinary  jealousy  of  any  member 
on  this  side  of  the  House,  or,  indeed,  on  their 
own  side  of  the  House,  making  suggestions 
in  regard  to  policy  throughout  the  whola  of 
the  session,  it  would  be  absurd  for  an  honour- 
able member  to  think  that  practical  advantage 
\rouId  be  gained  by  making  suggestions  to  the 
honourable  gentleman.  The  Premier  did,  in  a 
patronising  manner,  tell  honourable  gentlemen 
that  he  would  receive  their  letters  containing 
suggestions  about  local  government  during  the 
recess ;  but  he  did  not  even  say  that  ho  would 
give  them  the  credit  of  their  suggestions.  "  I 
will  look  into  them ;  if  I  like  them  I  vrill  adopt 
them."  That  was  the  extent  of  his  generosity 
in  tho  way  of  accepting  suggestions  from  honour- 
able gentlemen.  Well,  Sir,  I  am  dealing  with 
the  case  not  as  it  would  be  if  I  were  at  liberty 
to  say  it  is  not  necessary  to  borrow  this  million 
and  the  North  Island  Trunk  Loan,  and  not 
necessary  to  float  debentures  to  take  up  the 
deficiency  bills.  I  am  dealing  with  the  case 
as  it  stands,  and  I  say  it  is  not  necessary,  in 
order  to  make  provision  for  such  public  works 
as  will  be  required  during  the  next  twelve 
months,  or  to  make  provision  for  cash  required 
Sir  J.  YogtX 


by  the  Treasury—it  is  not  necessary  we  should 
raise  more  than  half  a  million  of  money  in 
London,  especially  if  we  accept  the  £400,000 
placed  in  the  Public  Revenues  Bill.  I  should 
like  to  read  a  summary  of  the  criticisms  I  have 
made  this  afternoon  and  evening.  I  think  it  is^ 
arrogant  and  presumptuous  to  attempt  to  con- 
trol the  expenditure  and  regulate  it  for  the 
next  three  years  and  a  half.  I  think  the  pro- 
posals, though  ably  stated  as  a  Public  Works 
Statement,  do  not  harmonize  with  the  financial 
position  of  the  colony.  I  am  of  opinion  that 
some  of  the  works  that  are  banished  altogether 
out  of  consideration,  although  it  may  possibly 
be  the  case  that  it  is  not  desirable  to  continue 
them  at  present,  should  not  be  banished  from 
consideration  for  three  years  and  a  half.  I 
consider  that  the  route  of  the  North  Island 
Trunk  line  should  be  altered.  I  am  willing  to 
support  any  amendment  that  may  be  brought 
in  that  there  shall  be  no  expenditure  on  the 
south  end  beyond  Hunterville,  and  the  com- 
pletion of  the  Native  land  purchases :  and,  as  I 
shall  show  directly,  we  have  had  no  opportunity, 
either  by  speeches  or  votes,  to  determine  that 
question.  The  question  has  to  be  determined 
independently  by  resolution.  It  would  be  a 
sad  pity  to  allow  the  session  to  go  by  without 
determining  that  point.  I  consider  that  the 
Otago  Central  Bailway  should  be  pushed  on  as 
fast  as  possible  to  Middlemarch.  Virtually, 
the  Government  have  accepted  the  Bill  for 
the  extension  of  the  Otago  Central  line,  and 
it  is  therefore  their  duty  to  carry  that  line  to 
Middlemarch  as  fast  as  possible,  to  enable 
that  Bill  to  have  effect;  for,  until  the  new 
line  is  commenced  from  the  railway  terminua, 
I  am  quite  convinced  that  nothing  of  any 
importance  can  be  done  with  it.  I  think  the 
Mauriccville-Woodville  line  should  be  delayed 
as  much  as  possible ;  that  the  amount  left  of 
"The  New  Zealand  Loan  Act,  1886,"  should 
be  expended  slowly  ;  and  that  the  Govern- 
ment should  lend  its  whole  strength  to  hurry 
forward  with  the  greatest  possible  rapidity  the 
fiUing-up  of  the  gap  between  Woodville  and 
Palmerston.  That  should  be  hurried  on  night 
and  day,  for  it  is  simply  a  waste  of  previous 
expenditure  to  leave  that  gap  open.  I  think 
that  the  provisions  for  the  goldfields  roads  and 
contingencies  and  for  "  unemployed"  are  insuf- 
ficient for  the  next  three  years  and  a  half ;  and 
that  the  Greymouth  to  Hokitika  line  should  be 
completed,  and  that  they  should  not  leave  a 
gap  there  representing  £70,000.  All  these  ob- 
jections point  to  the  same  end.  We  ought  not 
to  attempt  during  the  present  session  to  arro- 
gate to  ourselves  either  the  right  or  the  capa- 
city to  determine  the  expenditure  for  tho  next 
three  years  and  a  half.  We  should  provide  the 
Government  with  sufficient  money  to  carry  on 
the  expenditure  for  the  coming  year ;  and  we 
should,  under  the  present  circumstances  of  the 
colony,  tone  down  that  expenditure,  unless  there 
are  particular  reasons — as  in  the  cases  I  have 
mentioned — to  the  lowest  possible  amount.  We 
are  already  nearly  through  this  year,  and  really 
it  is  more  a  question  of  expenditure  during, 
the  time  which  may  elapso  after  the  end  of  the 
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financial  year  to  the  time  when  we  shall  be  able 
to  meet  next  session.  I  am  convinced  that 
£400,000,  or,  say,  a  loon  of  half  a  million,  will 
be  sufficient ;  and  I  wish  to  remind  honourable 
members  that  on  the  31st  March  next  there 
vrill  be  to  the  credit  of  Fart  I.  of  the  Public 
Works  Fund  either  £47,000  or  £64,000  accord- 
ing to  the  rate  of  expenditure  in  the  mean- 
time ;  to  Part  II.  there  will  be  a  credit  of 
close  on  half  a  million :  and  to  Part  III., 
£326,000.  And  now  I  should  like  to  ask, 
Trhat  is  the  meaning  of  all  this  fiourish  that 
we  have  heard  during  the  session  of  reinstat- 
ing oar  finances,  and  of  the  great  necessity 
wnich  the  Government  have  to  deal  with  the 
finances  of  the  country  ?  What  does  it  all 
mean?  Borrowing  right  and  left  in  greater 
profusion  than  any  other  Ministry  have  ever 
asked  for;  borrowing  for  the  year's  deficiency; 
borrowing  a  million  of  money  long  before  it  is 
required;  borrowing  a  million  of  money  to  lost 
over  three  and  a  half  years  ;  borrowing  so  that 
they  can  say  at  the  end  of  this  year,  "  Oh  t  here 
is  a  cheque  for  the  deficiency  of  the  year.  It 
ought  not  to  come  up  to  more  than  £350,000,  but 
that  does  not  matter  :  make  it  £400,000.  Here 
is  a  cheque  for  it."  And  this  is  to  be  raised  at 
5  per  cent.  As  to  retrenchment,  we  have  heard 
enough  said  of  its  virtues ;  but  what  do  we  know 
ef  it?  Supposing  anything  should  happen  to 
close  this  session  to-night,  and  honourable 
members  were  to  go  back  to  their  constituents, 
what  could  they  tell  them  of  the  retrenchment 
of  the  Government  ?  They  could  say  that  they 
had  seen  a  paragraph  here  and  a  circular  there 
aent  round  by  the  honourable  gentleman  at 
the  head  of  the  Education  Department ;  and 
the  honourable  gentleman  at  the  head  of  the 
Government  has  given  us  the  plausible  excuse 
that  he  has  only  sent  that  circular  round  in 
anticipation  of  the  House  approving  of  their 
proposals.  He  might  at  least  nave  put  it  in  our 
pigeon-holes,  and  saved  us  from  the  humilia- 
tion of  having  to  look  to  small  country  papers 
in  districts  which  specially  approve  the  honour- 
able  gentleman's  policy  to  ascertain  anything 
as  to  his  retrenchment.  I  ask,  again,  if  we 
meet  our  constituents,  what  can  we  state  of 
this  retrenchment?  If  an  honourable  gentle- 
man goes  down  to  Otago,  he  will  find  that  the 
Otago  Daily  Times  knows  a  great  deal  more  of 
the  mind  of  the  Government  than  he  does.  He 
trill  find  in  the  Press-room  attached  to  this 
House  gentlemen  who  write  what  is  called 
*'  political  gossip  "  to  the  various  papers,  who 
know  much  more  on  the  question  of  retrench- 
ment than  members  of  the  House  do,  except 
perhaps  those  honourable  gentlemen  who  may 
be  said  to  be  the  inner  circle,  and  who  occa- 
sionally sit  on  the  Government  benches.  The 
knowledge  of  honourable  gentlemen  generally 
on  this  subject  is  not  nesjrly  so  large  as  that 
ol  the  gentlemen  who  write  those  interesting 
papers  called  "  political  gossip."  We  know  of 
three  items  of  retrenchment — the  honorarium 
of  honourable  members,  Ministers'  salaries,  and 
the  Governor's  salary.  They  have  been  made 
to  travel  a  good  way  and  to  do  a  great  deal  of 
work;  bnt  what  do  we  know  of  the  general 
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question?  We  were  told  that  we  shall  have 
to  vote  the  estimates  in  a  lump  sum ;  but 
within  the  last  day  or  two  the  Premier  hag 
told  us  that  he  will  not  force  us  through  those 
estimates,  and  will  give  us  an  opportunity  of 
discussing  the  education  question ;  but  as  to 
our  being  in  a  position  of  meeting  our  con- 
stituents and  telling  them  there  is  this  or  that 
plan  of  introducing  a  cheaper  service  for  the 
colony — and  that  is  what  the  people  want — ^we 
can  tell  them  nothing.  The  requirement  of 
the  constituencies  is  that  there  should  be  a 
cheaper  service.  They  say,  "  We  have  had  too 
luxurious  a  Government ;  it  is  true  that  it  is  a 
Government  which  gives  conveniences  from  one 
end  of  the  colony  to  the  other,  but  we  want  a 
system  which  will  give  us  less  in  the  way  of 
convenience  and  luxury,  and  which  will  conse- 
quently cost  us  less."  But  we  have  no  know- 
ledge of  the  way  in  which  that  is  to  be  carried 
out,  and  honourable  gentlemen  who  have  no 
particular  opportunity  of  obtaining  informa- 
tion ore  kept  completely  in  the  dark.  And  now 
I  want  to  say  a  few  words  about  the  honourable 
gentleman's  statement  that  we  shall  bo  able 
to  consider  the  public-works  proposals  when  we 
go  into  Committee  of  Supply.  He  must  either 
have  said  that  unthinkingly,  or  he  must  have 
been  trying  how  far  he  could  play  on  the 
credulity  of  honourable  members.  That  he  has 
had  encouragement  during  the  session  from 
honourable  gentlemen  to  suppose  that  they  ore 
willing  to  swallow  almost  anything  I  breely 
admit,  and  I  can  understand  that,  as  the  session 
approaches  to  an  end,  he  may  take  it  into  his 
head  to  try  and  absolutely  gauge  the  willing- 
ness of  honourable  members  to  be  —  may  I 
say  humbugged  ? — is  that  a  parliamentary  ex- 
pression. Sir  ?  I  can  understand  nothing  else. 
But  I  tell  honourable  members,  and  especially 
young  members  on  the  opposite  side,  that  when 
they  go  into  Committee  on  the  public-works 
proposals  they  will  be  asked  to  vote  for  so  much 
for  the  year  ending  on  the  31st  March  next. 
Nine  months  of  the  year  have  gone  by,  and 
very  little  con  be  done  in  the  way  of  controlling 
the  expenditure  for  the  next  three  months. 
And  if  the  Committee  were  sitting  and  a  vote 
were  proposed  for,  say,  £50,000  for  a  line  from 
Mount  Egmont  to  Hawera,  and  I  were  to  ask, 
"What  is  to  be  expended  next  year?"  the 
Chairman  of  the  Committee  would  very  pro- 
perly tell  me  that  we  were  only  dealing  with 
the  expenditure  for  the  present  ^ear,  and  had 
nothing  to  do  with  the  expenditure  for  next 
year.  How,  then,  when  the  honourable  gentle- 
man tells  us  that  wo  shall  have  an  opportunity 
of  considering  his  proposals,  are  we  to  deal 
with  the  question  even  by  speaking,  much  less, 
by  voting,  as  to  the  amount  that  is  to  be  ex- 
pended during  the  next  three  years  and  a  half  ?' 
Since  the  31st  March  last  we  have  been  spend- 
ing money  solely  on  Imprest  Act.  Imprest  Act 
after  Imprest  Act  has  been  passed,  enabling 
the  Govenmnent  to  spend  lump  sums — generally 
a  quarter  of  a  million — which  are  to  be  put  into 
the  Appropriation  Act ;  and  all  the  items  of 
expenditure  have  virtually  been  on  the  scale 
of  last  year,  or  less,  as  the  Government  have 
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been  able  to  make  retrenchment ;  and  the  Ap- 
propriation Act  of  this  year  -will  contain  an 
indemnity  for  all  expenditure  under  those 
Imprest  Acts,  together  with  provision  for  the 
expenditure  during  the  remaining  three  months 
of  tho  yeat,  if  the  Appropriation  Act  passes 
before  the  end  of  the  year,  which  I  hope 
it  will.  I  ask  the  honourable  gentleman 
how,  mider  those  circumstances,  we  are  to  con- 
trol these  yotes;  for  we  may  be  told  at  any 
moment  that  the  money  has  been  spent,  or 
it  must  be  spent,  during  the  year.  We  might 
knock  ofi  £5  here  and  £10  there;  but  how  is 
that  to  decide  what  the  public-works  policy 
is  to  be  for  the  next  three  years  and  a  half? 
It  is  an  utter  fallacy  to  say  that  we  can 
deal  with  the  question,  and  I  tell  the  honour- 
able gentleman  that  he  is  either  mistaken 
himself,  or  ho  is  endeavouring  to  mislead 
honourable  members,  when  he  says  that  it  will 
be  possible  to  have  a  fair  discussion  on  the 
policy  upon  the  votes  in  Committee  of  Supply. 
What  we  shall  have  to  consider  are  the  votes 
for  the  present  year.  For  carrying  on  any 
works  which  we  are  likely  to  sanction  this 
year,  a  half-million  loon  is  ample ;  and  we  shall 
be  unnecessarily  straining  our  credit  at  Home 
and  unnecessarily  going  in  the  face  of  the  opin- 
ion of  the  country — which  is,  that  borrowing 
should  be  limited  to  the  utmost  extent — if  we 
sanction  this  loen  for  a  million  of  money.  I 
am  obliged  to  the  House  for  the  attention  with 
which  it  has  listened  to  me. 

Mr.  FISHER. — The  honourable  gentleman 
has  poked  a  little  fun  at  us  ;  we  will  now  poke 
back  a  little  common-sense  at  him.  In  some 
portions  of  his  speech  he  assumed  an  altitude 
of  affected  impartiality,  from  which  position 
he  presumed  to  exercise  the  office  of  supreme 
interpreter,  and  he  was  good  enough  to  ^ive 
the  House  a  great  deal  of  criticism  and  advice. 
He  took  up  the  position  of  .^sop's  ^oack  frog, 
\rho  took  upon  himself  to  prescribe  for  aJl 
the  beasts  of  the  field ;  but,  as  the  honourable 
gentleman  will  perhaps  remember,  the  beasts 
of  the  field  in  return  merely  recommended  the 
quack  frog  to  go  home  and  prescribe  for  him- 
self. The  honourable  gentleman,  in  accordance 
with  all  his  old  tactics,  has  made  a  bid  for  the 
individual  and  collective  votes  of  members  from 
certain  parts  of  the  colony.  He  has  informed 
them,  in  quite  a  gratuitous  way,  that  the  pro- 
posals of  the  Government  are  not  at  all  suit- 
able to  their  districts,  that  the  real  interests  of 
the  districts  are  quite  neglected,  and  that,  if 
they  will  only  return  him  to  office,  he  will  give 
them  all  the  public  works  they  require.  But  I 
may  tell  the  honourable  gentleman  that  he  lives 
(for  him)  in  a  strange  era — that  if  he  thinks 
it  possible  to  obtain  the  votes  of  particular 
members,  or  the  collective  votes  of  members  of 
any  district,  by  corrupt  bids  of  that  kind,  he  is 
altogether  mistaken.  Members  of  this  House 
cannot  now  be  bought  in  that  way.  The  times 
when  it  was  possible  to  do  that  sort  of  thing 
are  long  gone  by.  Now,  Sir,  I  wish  further  to 
say  that  I  think  the  honourable  gentleman  has 
been  guilty  of  displaying  the  very  greatest  in- 
gratitude to  the  people  of  this  country.  The 
Sir  J.  Vogel 


people  of    this    country  in    times   past  have 
treated  him  in  a  uniformly  liberal  and  gene- 
rous manner,  and  he  has  told  us  within  the 
past  two  weeks  that  he  has  in  his  possession  a 
scheme  which,  if  divulged,  would  immediately 
bring  back  prosperity  to  this  colony.     He  said 
it  was  a  scheme  by  which,  firstly,  borrowing  in 
the  London  money-market  might  be  avoided 
for  years ;  secondly,  it  would  enable  our  rail- 
ways to  be  proceeded  with  at  a  reasonable  rate 
of  progress ;  and,  in  the  third  place,  increased 
taxation  could  be  altogether  avoided.    Now,  if 
the  honourable  gentleman  has  in  his  posses- 
sion such  a  scheme,  it  is  simply  selfish  ingrati- 
tude on  his  part  not  to  place   it  before  this 
House  and  the  country.    I  will  not  impnte  any 
more  improper  or  more  dishonourable  motives 
to  him,  but  I  say  this:  that  the  bonouiable 
gentleman  has  been  in  office  for  three  years, 
and,  if  he  was  not  possessed  of  sufficient  pat- 
riotism to  give  the  people  of  this  country  ths 
benefit  of  his  knowledge  and  his  skill  while  in 
office,  it  is  his  duty — to  put  it  on  no  bighec 
ground— now  to  give  the  country  the  benefit 
of  this  scheme,  whatever  it  may  be.     In  the 
absence  of  the  scheme  we  are  forced  to  the 
conclusion  that  the  inflated  and  mystio  lan- 
guage which  he  has  used  in  regard  to  it  is 
pure  balderdash.    Now,  the  honourable  gentle- 
man has  not  touched  in  any  particalax  —  in 
fact,   he   has   studiously   avoided  — the    main 
points  of  the  Premier's  speech  in  introducing 
this  Loan  Bill.    He  has  altogether  blinded  or 
attempted  to  blind  the  House  in  regard  to  the 
financial  position  of  the  country.   It  was  plainly 
and  distinctly  stated  that  the  Government  had 
to  provide  the  sum   of  £1,800,000  in  London 
in  April  next  in  order  to  meet  the  country^ 
engagements   and  maintain   its   credit.      33ie 
honourable  gentleman  has  not  answered  that 
statement  at  all.     He  knows  it  to  be  true,  and 
he  therefore  entirely  avoided  it.    The  bonoor- 
able  gentleman  also  gave  no  explanation  'what- 
ever in  regard   to  the  vicious  and   «Hcti>^n<»5t 
system   which   he   has   introduced   into   ooi 
finances   of    borrowing  from   one   account  to 
aid  other  accounts  which  he  had  exhausted. 
Through  the  introduction  of  that  bad  system 
the  finances  of  the  country  have   become  a 
perfect  network  of  mystery ;  and  the  honoor- 
able    gentleman    is    responsible    for     having 
brought  that  condition  of  things  into  exist- 
ence.    That  was  made  quite    plain   by  tiw 
Premier,  but  the  honourable  gentleman  bas 
not  attempted  to  controvert  his  statement  in 
any  one   particular.     Then,    the  honooiabk 
gentleman,  having  complimented  the  Minister 
for  Public  Works  upon  the  skill  with  which  he 
had  prepared  the  Public  Works  Statement,  pro- 
ceeded to  say  that  to  carry  out  the  proposals 
of  the  Statement  would  be  wasteful  in  every 
direction  I     I  should  have  liked  the  honourable 
gentleman  to  go   into    a  little  more  pe^rtica- 
larity  with  regard  to  that  matter,  for  his  contia- 
dictions  were  a  little  confusing.    But  here  is 
a  little  contradiction  in  regard  to  the  honoor- 
able   gentleman's   own    administration  which 
I  would  like  him  to  explain.     He  tells  us  now 
that   he   would   proceed    with   the   PalmeEB- 
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ton-Woodrille  line  night  and  day,  because  he 
lecogniaes  that  the  line  is  one  of  extreme  im- 
portance, and  that  it  ought  to  be  bo  proceeded 
with.  Kow,  why  did  not  the  honourable  gentle- 
man, during  his  long  term  of  office,  go  on  with 
that  work  night  and  day  ? 

Sir  J.  VOG£L.— I  should  have  done  so  but 
for  a  want  of  agreement  among  my  colleagues 
on  the  point. 

Mr.  FISHER.— Yes  ;  the  honourable  gentle- 
man never  was  in  agreement  with  his  col- 
leagues. He  knows,  as  every  member  of  this 
House  knows,  that  the  prosecution  of  this  work 
is  of  vast  importance.  We  want  no  other  evi- 
dence of  that  than  his  own  statement:  yet, 
while  he  makes  that  admission,  there  is  the 
fact  that  he  remained  in  office  for  three  years 
and  allowed  the  line  to  remain  in  the  position 
in  which  it  now  is.  Then,  in  regard  to  the 
Greymouth-Hokitika  line,  if  the  honourable 
gentleman  believed  that  to  be  a  line  of  such 
enormous  importance  as  he  now  says  he  be- 
lieves it  to  De,  why  did  he  not  also  pro- 
ceed with  that  ?  Sir,  this  speech  of  the 
honourable  gentleman'  is  an  all-round  "  bait " 
for  the  votes  of  members  of  this  House. 
But  he  is  simply  now  a  political  "Bip  Van 
Winkle."  He  finds  himself  in  opposition,  and 
he  believes  it  to  be  possible  to  repeat  with 
success  the  tactics  which  he  adopted  twenty 
years  ago.  But  I  tell  the  honourable  gentle- 
man that  the  circumstances  of  this  country 
are  changed,  the  character  of  its  public  men 
is  changed,  and  it  is  not  possible  now  to  apply 
with  success  those  tactics  which  were  tolerated 
twenty  years  ago.  Neither  is  it  any  longer 
possible  in  this  country  to  conjure  with  a  name, 
much  less  to  conjure  with  the  honourable 
gentleman's  name.  The  country  is  satisfied  of 
that ;  and,  when  he  speaks  to  us  of  the  neces- 
sity of  preserving  his  own  reputation,  I  should 
like  to  tell  him  that  he  has  not  been  quite  so 
careful  of  the  reputation  of  this  conntry,  which 
is  a  matter  of  very  much  greater  concern  to  us. 
As  to  the  necessity  of  providing  for  the  "  tm- 
employed,"  the  Government  have  put  upon  the 
estimates  what  they  consider  to  be  a  reason- 
able sum  in  order  to  provide  for  those  people 
who  may  be  unfortunate  enough,  owing  to 
the  depressed  circumstances  of  the  colony,  not 
to  be  able  to  find  employment.  For  that 
purpose  £30,000  has  been  put  down,  which  is, 
as  the  honourable  gentleman  has  said,  at  the 
rate  of  £7,500  a  year ;  and  we  hope  ihat  that 
tvill  be  sufficient.  We  do  not  throw  out  any 
unworthy  sneers  such  as  the  honourable  gentle- 
man threw  out,  to  the  effect  that  among  the 
number  of  people  in  this  country  who  rank  as 
"  unemployed  were  to  be  found  a  large  pro- 
portion who  do  not  love  work.  That  was  an 
unworthy  imputatioUvAl  think,  to  cast  upon  a 
large  class  of  unfortunate  people  who,  owing 
to  the  depressed  state  of  the  country,  are  unable 
to  obtain  work  in  the  various  districts  of  the 
colony. 

Sir  3.  VOGEL. — The  honourable  gentleman 
is  misrepresenting  me.  I  said  there  might  be 
some  who  do  not  love  work  who  associate  them- 
selves with  the  "  unemployed." 


Mr.  FISHER. — The  honourable  gentleman 
may  qualify  his  statement  in  any  way  he  likes. 
It  is  sufficient  for  me  that  he  made  the  state- 
ment, whicli  I  took  down  at  the  time.  Now, 
the  whole  burden  of  the  honourable  gentleman's 
speech  was  this — and  to  this  point  I  call  the 
special  attention  of  those  honourable  members 
who  object  to  raising  any  further  loans :  He 
said  he  considered  a  loan  of  half  a 'million 
sufficient,  and  he  objected  to  the  colony  being 
tied  down  against  further  borrowing  for  any 
specific  term.  Let  that  be  carefully  observed, 
for  that  was  the  whole  burden  of  the  honour- 
able gentleman's  speech.  Clearly  his  idea  is 
that,  if  he  can  restrict  the  present  loan  to  half 
a  million,  so  as  to  enable  the  country  to  carry 
on  during  the  short  period  between  now  and 
next  session,  or  perhaps  the  session  after,  there 
may  be  a  possibility  of  himself  and  his  late 
colleagues  returning  to  office,  when  he  will  be 
able  to  propose  further  large  loans  himself. 
There  is  the  key  to  the  whole  position.  He 
expects  to  return  to  office,  and  he  objects  to 
be  tied  down,  as  our  proposals  will  tie  him 
down.  The  honourable  gentleman  objects,  as 
be  always  has  done,  to  be  restricted  in  any 
way  in  the  matter  of  raising  loans.  He  has 
said  that,  in  consequence  of  the  rate  at  which 
it  is  proposed  to  proceed  with  public  works,  it 
will  be  necessary  to  raise  another  large  loan  by 
March,  1888.  If  the  honourable  gentleman 
wishes  to  do  ns  justice,  or  to  criticize  our  pro- 
posals in  a  fair  and  impartial  manner,  ho  will 
see  that  our  proposals  so  tie  up  the  proposed 
expenditure  that  only  what  is  stated  to  be 
expended  in  any  one  particular  year  can  be 
expended  in  that  year. 

Mr.  PISH.— No. 

Mr.  FISHER.— There  are  the  figures  in  the 
Public  Works  Statement,  and,  if  the  honourable 
member  for  Donedin  South  chooses  to  chal- 
lenge my  assertion,  we  must  put  his  challenge 
agamst  the  statement  of  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Ghristchurch  North,  who  said  it  was 
presumptuous  and  arrogant  to  attempt  to  tie 
up  the  expenditure  for  three  years.  I  think 
the  honourable  gentleman  will  himself  admit 
that  the  honourable  member  for  Ghristchurch 
North  understands  a  little  more  about  these 
matters  than  he  does.  Now,  the  advantage  of 
these  proposals,  if  they  have  any  advantage  at 
all,  is  this:  that  the  loan  proposals  and  the 
expenditure  are  specifically  allocated  for  a 
particular  time  and  for  particular  works.  The 
money  to  be  raised  is  to  cover  three  years' 
expenditure,  and  the  amount  for  each  work 
and  for  each  year  is  specifically  stated. 
Another  statement  of  the  honourable  gentle- 
man was  that  we  are  attempting  to  put  a  stop 
to  the  principle  of  "  ear-marking "  particular 
moneys  to  be  applied  to  particular  works. 
Now,  if  this  Public  Works  Statement  has  any 
distinctive  feature  at  all,  it  is  that  all  moneyl 
are  specifically  tied  up — "  ear-marked,"  as  tha 
honourable  gentleman  terms  it.  Sir,  tha 
honourable  gentleman  is  a  great  advocate  for 
the  principle  of  "  ear-marking."  So  he  tells  U8« 
And  in  this  connection  he  has  made  porticalax 
reference  to  the  North  Island  Trunk  Loaiu 
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Let  me  ask  -who  it  was,  after  passing  a  special 
Act  to  "  eai-mark  "  that  loan,  who  took  the 
money  and  applied  it  to  other  purposes.  Why, 
the  honourable  gentleman  himself.  And  if  that 
were  the  only  instance  of  the  misapplication  of 
money  by  the  late  Government — -I  do  not  wish 
to  use  a  stronger  term — I  would  not  so  much 
complain,  although  that  is  a  sufficiently  strong 
cause  of  complaint.  But  to-night  we  have  the 
honourable  gentleman,  of  all  persons  in  the 
world,  suggesting  that  the  route  of  the  North 
Island  Trunk  line  should  be  changed — that  the 
whole  route  should  be  altered.  The  honourable 
gentleman,  of  course,  is  holding  out  an  attrac- 
tive bait  for  the  Auckland  and  Taranaki  votes, 
and  to  secure  them  if  he  can  he  offers  to  change 
the  line  of  route — he,  who  insisted  upon  "  ear- 
marking" the  North  Island  Trunk  Loan  I  Sir, 
the  honourable  gentleman's  attitude  and  his 
conduct  are  altogether  inexcusable. 

Sir  J.  VOGEL.— I  did  not  say  what  route 
should  be  adopted. 

Mr.  FISHEK.— The  honourable  gentleman 
is  on  the  horns  of  a  dilemma.  In  this  case,  un- 
fortunately for  himself,  he  has  net  left  open  his 
usual  means  of  escape.  He  must  accept  the 
consequences  of  his  own  statement,  and  if  he 
expects  his  statements  to  obtain  any  credence 
in  this  House  they  must  be  statements  of  such 
a  character  as  to  stand  analj'sis.  When  we 
come  to  analyse  the  honourable  gentleman's 
statement  in  this  respect  we  find  it  will  not 
hold  water  in  any  particular.  By  any  one 
statement  we  must  gauge  his  whole  argument, 
and  if  any  one  falls  to  the  ground  we  may 
fairly  assume  that  they  are  all  equally  defec- 
tive. The  honourable  gentleman  made  a  grand 
point  about  "ear-marking;"  but,  as  I  have 
said,  he  was  the  person  who  departed  from 
the  principle,  and  applied  money  voted  for  one 
purpose  to  another.  I  desire  particularly  to 
pin  the  honourable  gentleman  upon  this  ques- 
tion. He  who  has  expressed  such  holy  horror 
lest  the  Premier  should  divert  this  money  has 
suggested  that  the  route  of  the  trunk  line 
should  be  changed,  and  has  expressed  great 
pleasure  that  the  Statement,  as  he  says,  in- 
dicates it  might  be  changed. 

Sir  J.  VOGEL.— Will  the  honourable  gentle- 
man allow  me  to  state  this  positively:  that 
there  is  no  "ear-marking"  in  any  shape  or 
form  to  prevent  the  route  of  the  North  Island 
Trunk  line  being  changed  and  the  line  being 
taken  by  Taranaki?  The  Statement  of  the 
lionourable  gentleman's  own  colleague  must 
convince  him  of  the  fact,  and  therefore  he 
mniit  know  that  what  he  says  is  incorrect. 

Mr.  FISHER.— No ;  I  call  the  special  atten- 
tion of  those  honourable  members  who  have  an 
aversion  to  any  loan-proposals,  as  I  have  my- 
self, to  this  point.  The  honourable  gentleman 
Inakes  the  insidious  suggestion — and  I  warn  the 
House  against  its  adoption — that  only  a  half- 
million  loan  should  be  authorised  now.  He 
thinks — it  is  a  vain  delusion,  of  course — of  the 
possibility  of  his  coming  back  to  these  benches 
next  year,  and  he  therefore  suggests  that  the 
borrowing  should  be  kept  down  this  year,  and 
that  what  is  borrowed  shonld  be  "  ear-marked,'-' 
Mr.  Fishtr 


so  that  he  may  be  left  free  to  borrow  laigely 

next  year,  when,  as  he  vainly  thinks,  lie  may 
be  in  office.     Sir,  I  have  already  this  sessico 
stated  in  this  House  that  I  have   as   great 
aversion   to   borrowing  as   any   member    pos- 
sibly can  have,  but  I  have  realised,  in  the  short 
time  we  have  been  in  office,  what  the  exact 
position  of  the  finances  of  the  country  is.     The 
honourable  gentleman  himself  knows  what  their 
condition  is ;  but  it  suits  him,  for  party  purposes, 
to  attempt  to  mislead  honourable   members. 
Sir,  the   honourable   gentleman  knows   better 
than  all  others  what  the  position  of  the  finances 
is  at  the  present  time.     He  it  was  who  brongh: 
them  into  that  position.    He  has  told  ns  wat 
there  went  forth  a  great  cry  from  the  Govern- 
ment and  their  friends  of  their  desire  to  bring 
about  a  reinstatement  of  the  colonial  finanw, 
To  that  I  say  Yes.    It  was,  and  still  is,  oar 
desire  to  bring  about  a  reinstatement  of  the 
colonial  finances ;  but  I  am  sorry  to  say  that, 
after  what  we  have  discovered  of  the  conditioii 
of  the  finances  since  coming  into  office,  it  will 
be  impossible  to  bring  about  that  reinstatement 
at  as  early  a  date  as  we  had  supposed  it  to 
be  possible.    This,  too,  I  desire  also  to  say:  thai 
I  am  confident,  speaking  again  from  an  inti- 
mate knowledge  of  the  "  clever  "  way  in  which 
the   honourable  gentleman    has    bungled   our 
finance,  that  that  reinstatement  will  be  post- 
poned for  a  very  long  time  if  the  honoonMe 
gentleman  is  to  come  back  to  office.     Now,  Sir, 
I  wish  to  explain  that,  if  the  honourable  gentle- 
man  will   oDtrude   these    matters    npon    the 
notice  of  the  House,  it  becomes  oar  duty  to 
follow  them  up.     He  tells  us  he   is  bound  ti> 
make  the  statements  he  has  made  this  even- 
ing, because  it  behoves  him  to  be  careful  of  bs 
own  reputation.    Well,  it  would  ill  become  me 
to  say  anything  of  the  honourable  gentleman's 
reputation.    His  reputation  is  in  his  own  keep- 
ing, and  we  may  assume  that  it  is  in  good 
hands ;  but  what  we  have  to  carefully  guard  it 
the  reputation  of  this  country,  which,  I  venture 
to  thmk,  is  of  greater  moment  to   us  this 
the  honourable  gentleman's  reputation.    I  ban 
warned  the  honourable  gentleman  on  previous 
occasions  that  he  must  be  prepared  to  near  un- 
pleasant truths  whenever  he  ventures  to  vaunt 
his    own    superiority   in   discussing    finaneiil 
questions.    I  wish  the  House  to  mark  this :  Is 
is  not  we  who  raise   these   questions.      But, 
when  they  are  raised,  we  cannot  help  remem- 
bering, amongst  other  things,  that,  when  the 
last  million -and -a -half  loan  was  raised,  tba 
honourable    gentleman's    connection    wiUi  i 
cost  the  colony  no  less  than  £90,000.     The  ku. 
was  floated  at  £97  5s.,  while  the  lowest  quotaticD 
for  1-per-cent.  stock  of  other  colonies  was  £103. 
That  was  what  we  paid  for  the  connection  of  the 
honourable  gentleman's  name  with  the  finance 
of  this   country.     The  honourable   gentlemiB 
really  ought  to   be  more  guarded   in   raisijit 
these  questions.     I  did  not  wish  to  say  one 
word  upon  that  point ;  but,  when  the  honour- 
able gentleman  comes  here  and  talks  of  pec- 
serving  his  reputation,  we  must  not  forget  wbst 
the  effects  of  his  reputation  have  been  upon  the 
finances  of  the  colony.    The  honourable  genti^ 
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.man  may  laugh  as  mnch  as  he  pleases,  but  it 
is  no  laughing  matter  for  this  country  to  know 
— as  we  all  do  know — that  oui  last  loan  brought 
80  low  a  price,  and  that  our  bonds  are  now 
standing  at  a  discount  of  £12  as  compared 
with  the  stock  of  New  South  Wales,  although 
when  he  took  office  in  1881  there  was  no 
material  difference  between  the  price  of  our 
4-per-cent.  bonds  and  those  of  the  best  of  the 
other  Australasian  Colonies.  The  honourable 
gentleman,  if  it  so  pleases  him,  may  indulge  in 
mystifications  with  regard  to  finance,  and  may 
talk  in  dismal  tones  about  our  management; 
bat  the  House  is  not  likely  to  forget  the  rueful 
results  of  his  connection  with  our  finance 

Sir  J.  VOGEL.— I  wish  to  say  that  the 
honourable  gentleman,  in  stating  that  when  we 
left  office  the  bonds  of  the  colony  were  at  a 
discount  of  £12,  is  entirely  mistsiken.  They 
stood  at  par  when  we  left  office.  They  have 
fallen  since. 

Mr.  FISHER.— OhI  we  do  not  rely  upon 
telegraphed  versions  of  the  price  of  our  stock. 
I  take  the  quotations  in  the  leading  financial 
papers,  and  I  presume  honourable  gentlemen 
will  accept  such  authorities  as  the  Economist 
and  Westgarth. 

An  Hon.  Membeb. — And  the  Standard. 

Mr.  FISHER.— The  Standard  has  an  aver- 
sion to  New  Zealand ;  but  we  may  safely  take 
the  opinions  of  unbiassed  authorities  such  as  I 
have  named.  The  honourable  gentleman  rather 
ridiculed  the  statement  of  the  Colonial  Trea- 
surer that  he  found  himself  under  the  unplea- 
sant necessity  of  having  to  provide  funds  to 
«arry  on  the  services  of  the  country ;  and  the 
honourable  gentleman,  as  is  usual  on  these 
occasions,  proceeded  to  deliver  a  treatise  upon 
the  duties  of  a  Colonial  Treasurer.  Well,  I 
lielieve  in  the  principle  laid  down  by  Emer- 
son, that  a  man's  fortune,  his  reputation,  is 
the  result  of  his  character ;  and,  if  the  honour- 
able gentleman  opposite  and  my  honourable 
friend  the  Colonial  Treasurer  are  to  be  gauged 
in  this  way  by  results,  I  venture  to  say  ^at 
4>he  results  will  tell  very  heavily  against  the 
honourable  member  for  Cbristchurch  North. 
The  honourable  gentleman  further  tells  us  that 
the  Public  Works  Statement  is  a  bid  for  the 
votes  of  those  honourable  members  who  are 
averse  from  borrowing.  Well,  here  again  the 
honourable  gentleman  contradicts  himself  most 
strangely,  for  in  another  part  of  his  speech  he 
said  the  exact  reverse ;  but  in  reality  the 
Statement  is,  as  the  honourable  gentleman 
describes  it,  an  appeal  to  those  honourable 
xnembers  who  are  averse  from  borrowing,  for  it 
is  the  first  real  attempt  that  has  been  made 
ior  many  years  to  limit  the  expenditure  of 
the  country,  and  to  keep  our  expenditure 
-within  our  means.  If  it  is  an  appeal  to 
honourable  members  who  are  averse  from  bor- 
. rowing,  it  is  an  honest  and  a  conscientious 
<uppeal  —  it  is  a  distinct  undertaking  that 
the  colony  shall  not  go  upon  the  London 
xnoney-market  to  borrow  again  for  a  term 
■of  three  years ;  and  I  do  not  see  how  those 
members  who  are  sincerely  and  earnestly  op- 
posed   to    borrowing    can    require    anything 


further  from  the  Qovemment.     It  is  a  dis- 
tinct,   definite,  and  well-thought-out  State- 
ment, which   the   Government   is  justified  in 
bringing  down    and  will    not  be  jnstified  in 
depuiiing  from.    It  is  the  complement  of  the 
policy  so  clearly  laid  down  in  the  Financial 
Statement.    The  honourable  gentleman  says 
the  Statement  forms  no  guarantee  that  there 
shall    not    be    further    borrowing    for    three 
years ;   but  he  must  know  perfectly  well  that 
the  guarantee  will  reach  the  London  money- 
market,  and  that,  if  any  attempt  were  made 
to  raise  money  before  the  expiry  of  the  three 
years,  the  guarantee  would  be  produced  against 
us.    The    honourable  gentleman,   as    I    have 
already  remarked,  said  it  would  be  presumptn- 
ons  and  arrogant  to  attempt  now  to  regulate 
the  expenditure  for  the  next  three  years.    Why 
so?    I  think  it  a  plain  and  businesslike  pro- 
posal, to  which  any  business -man  would  give 
ready  assent.    It  is  only  the  politician — the 
politician  with  strong  party  bias — who  would 
call  it  presumptuous  and  arrogant ;  but  I  ven- 
ture to  say  that  it  will  meet  with  the  approval 
of  every  unbiassed  thinker.    The  proposal   is 
clear,  distinct,   definite,  businesslike ;    and   I 
do  not  see  how  any  person  not  swayed  by  poli- 
tical bias  can  come  to  any  other  conclusion 
in  regard  to  it.    If  honourable  gentlemen  who 
accuse  us  of  dealing  in  vague  generalities  will 
look  at  the  figures  in  the  Statement  they  will 
see  that  there   is  a  definite  businesslike  plan 
laid  down  for  the  guidance  of  Government  and 
Parliament  for  the  next  three  years,  and  once 
accepted  there   can  bo  no  departure  from  it. 
There  is  no  equivocation  in  any  form.    I  sub- 
mit that  the  honourable  gentleman's  criticisms 
in  no  way  apply  to  this  Statement.    They  must 
have  been  framed  upon  the  presumption  that 
they  were  to  be  directed  against  some  State- 
ment similar  in  character  to  those  indefinite 
and  "elastic"  Statements  which  the  honour- 
able gentleman  has  himself  been  in  the  habit 
of  placing  before  this  House  for  some  years 
past.    Sir,  I  regret — as  I  always  do  regret  upon 
these  occasions — that  the  honourable  gentle- 
man should  have  thrown  down  such  provocative 
challenges — challenges  which  induce  compari- 
sons between  his  financing  and  the  financing 
of  others  to  whom  he  is  opposed — because  the 
record  is  so  much  against  him.    I  would  advise 
the  honourable  gentleman,  if  he  will  consent 
to  accept  advice  from  me,  not  to  again  invite 
criticism  upon  this  particular  point  on  any 
future  occasion.     Sir,  I  have  nothing  further  to 
say.    I   desire  only  to   appeal  to  honourable 
gentlemen  who  have  a  conscientious  objection 
to  further  borrowing  to  consider  what  the  posi- 
tion of  the  country  is,  what  liabilities  we  have 
to  meet,  and  to  tell  the  Government  and  the 
House,  if  they  can,  how  these  liabilities  are  to 
be  met  if  they  are  not  to  be  met  in  the  way 
the  Government   propose.     It   seems  to  me 
that  the  position  is  clear  as  noonday  to  ain 
person  who  honestly  desires  to  understand.    It 
IS  clear  that  we  must  provide  £1,300,000  by  the 
end  of  April,  to  meet  the  unpleasant  legacy  of 
liability  left  to  us  by  our  predecessors ;  and  I 
say  that,  if  we  are  not  entitled  to  the  support 
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of  the  Honse  under  these  circumatances,  -vre 
aie  not  entitled  to  its  support  under  ajiy  cir- 
cumstances whatever. 

Dr.  PITOHETT.— The  honourable  gentleman 
who  hag  just  sat  down  may  be  an  authority 
upon  .Ssop,  but  it  will  be  some  time  before  he 
makes  his  mark  as  a  financier,  if  we  may 
take  the  speech  he  has  just  delivered  as  a 
fair  example  of  his  capacity.  He  indulged 
very  freely  in  recriminations  and  generalities, 
and  allusions  not  in  the  beat  of  taste ;  but  he 
has  not  attempted  to  deal  with  the  figures 
which  the  ex- Treasurer  gave  to  the  House, 
and  until  those  figures  are  dealt  with  it  will 
take  a  great  many  more  of  such  speeches 
as  we  have  just  listened  to  to  assure  us 
that  the  loan -proposals  of  the  Government 
are  such  as  should  receive  the  confidence  of 
the  House.  I  suppose  it  is  owing  to  the  late 
date  of  the  honourable  gentleman's  studies  in 
finance  that  there  are  gaps  in  his  history  of  it. 
He  referred  to  the  hononrable  member  for 
Christohurch  North  as  being  the  proposer  of 
that  vicious  principle  of  borrowing  from  one 
account  to  put  another  in  funds  ;  but  he  must 
have  spoken  in  utter  oblivion  of  the  fact  that 
that  principle  was,  years  ago,  introduced  to  New 
Zealand  politics  by  his  colleague  the  present 
Treasurer.  Again,  Sir,  he  is,  apparently,  not 
aware  of  the  difference  between  "  ear-marking," 
in  the  sense  in  which  the  term  was  used  by 
the  honourable  member  for  Christohurch  North, 
and  the  mere  mention  of  a  sum  to  be  allocated 
to  a  }>articular  work.  Are  we  to  accept  it, 
forsooth,  that,  because  in  the  financial  pro- 
posals of  the  (xovetnment  and  in  the  Poblic 
Works  Statement  certain  sums  are  set  down 
for  certain  works,  those  moneys  cannot  be 
diverted  ?  Is  it  necessary  to  refer  to  the  past 
is  connection  with  this  point  ?  Shall  I  refer 
the  honourable  gentleman  to  the  Three-million 
Loan  raised  by  his  colleague  in  1882  ?  History 
tends  to  repeat  itself,  and  history  will  repeat 
itself  here  unless  we  take  action  to  prevent  it. 
How  was  that  three  million  borrowed^-on  what 
condition  7  That  a  million  per  annum  was  to 
be  spent,  and  on  certain  specified  works.  But 
what  became  of  the  conditions?  I  will  not 
follow  the  honourable  member  by  digging  up 
"  the  wretohed  past."  Many  of  us  have  come 
here  in  the  hope  of  legislating  for  the  future, 
and  we  fail  to  see  how  the  ill-advised  proposals 
of  this  Oovemment  are  to  be  justified  by  refer- 
ence to  the  possibly  ill-advised  proposals  of 
any  other  Government.  We  want  to  let  the 
dead  past  bury  its  dead,  and  to  see  what  we 
can  do  for  the  country  in  the  future.  Now, 
dealing  with  the  loan-proposals  of  the  Govern- 
ment, what  chiefly  pleases  me  is  the  assurance 
of  the  Premier  that  he  does  not  intend  to  insist 
on  them.  I  trust  that,  in  the  interests  of  the 
colony  as  a  whole,  the  amount  of  this  loan  will 
be  discussed  and  determined  utterly  irrespec- 
tive of  party.  It  would  be  a  grievous  thing  if, 
■relying  on  his  insensate  majority,  the  majority 
which  has  helped  him  well,  if  not  wisely,  in  the 
pMt,  the  Premier  should  insist  on  retaining  a 
million  in  his  Bill,  when  his  own  better  judg- 
ment tells  him  it  ought  not  to  stay  tiiere.  I 
Hr.  Fisher 


repeat  that  I  think  all  sides  of  the  Honse  will 
recognise  that  this  is  not  a  matter  to  be  dealt 
with  in  any  way  on  party  lines.  Pat  it  in 
any  way  you  like,  it  amounts  to  this :  that 
the  Government  propose  to  borrow  £2,400,000. 
Sir,  nobody  can  read  these  figures  and  remem- 
ber what  happened  during  the  late  elections — 
the  cry  for  economy  that  rang  throngh  the 
country — and  not  be  struck  with  a  sharp  shock 
of  surprise.  I  trust  we  have  not  bo  soon  for- 
gotten the  lesson  learnt  and  the  pledges  given 
during  the  elections,  but  that  we  shall  be 
as  severely  economical  now  as  we  then  pro- 
fessed we  would  be.  It  is  quite  true  that 
the  North  Island  Trunk  Loan  is  largely 
hypothecated,  and  that  £400,000  representj 
deficiency  bills  that  must  be  paid  in  some 
way  or  other ;  but  the  criticism  of  the  honour- 
able member  for  Ghristchurch  North  his 
shown  that  the  million  loan  is  not  neces- 
sary, and  I  trust  that  the  House  will  mans^ 
to  modify  it  before  the  Bill  becomes  law.  It 
is  quite  true  that  the  million  is  proposed  to 
be  spread  over  three  years  and  a  half;  but, 
in  the  light  of  what  befel  the  Three-million 
Loan  of  the  Premier's  in  1882,  what  assnranee 
have  we  that  it  will  not  be  the  same  now?  I 
venture  to  say  we  have  none.  I  hold  that  *e 
have  no  right,  at  the  present  time,  when  our 
credit  is  at  such  exceedingly  low-water  vaaA, 
to  borrow  money  to  spend  during  the  course  of 
the  next  three  years  and  a  half.  There  is 
nothing  to  warrant  our  doing  so,  and  the  fact 
will  be  that,  if  we  float  this  loan,  the  money 
will  come  into  the  colonial  chest  and  it  wiU 
not  stay  there.  The  political  pressure,  the 
amount  of  suction,  is  so  strong  that  no  reason- 
able man  can  believe  the  money  will  be  ap- 
plied strictly  to  the  purposes  for  which  it  is  to 
be  borrowed.  As  the  honourable  member  for 
Ghristchurch  North  has  pointed  out,  there  is  no 
provision  for  "  ear-marking  "  the  moneys,  and 
it  would  simply  be  used  either  to  reward  friends 
or  to  placate  enemies.  I  hope  the  Hoose  will 
not  countenance  that..  Is  it  what  the  country 
has  any  right  to  expect  ?  It  is  not  necessary 
for  me  to  refer  to  the  "  roar  for  retrenchment " 
that  was  raised  some  time  ago.  I  hope  it  has 
not  died  out  yet.  Consider  what  the  country 
said  when  the  late  Premier  proposed  to  borrow 
£2,000,000,  to  last  over  seven  years,  and  to  be 
spent  on  strictly  specified  works.  The  proposal 
was  hounded  down  as  outrageously  extrava- 
gant ;  the  country  would  not  hear  of  it :  and 
now  it  is  coolly  proposed  that  we  should  con- 
sent to  borrow  £2,400,000,  to  last  over  three 
years  and  a  half,  and  with  no  specific  alloca- 
tion. I  trust  we  shall  not  do  it.  I  do  not  pur- 
pose detaining  the  House  discussing  the  merits 
of  the  thing.  It  has  been  sufiSciently  discussed 
and  analysed  by  the  honourable  member  for 
Ghristchurch  North.  What  I  rose  to  do  was 
to  endeavour  to  bring  the  House  to  the  best 
method  of  adopting  the  suggestion  which  the 
Premier  himself  threw  out,  that  this  loan  be 
reduced.  His  suggestion  was  that  it  could  be 
reduced  in  Committee.  I  venture  to  say  that 
it  cannot  be  reduced  in  Committee.  It  ^oald 
be  reduced  before  we  go  into  Committee.    I 
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quite  grant  that  the  principle  of  a  Bill  is  sup- 
posed to  be  affirmed  at  the  time  of  the  second 
reading.  It  may  be  said  that  we  should  affirm 
the  principle  of  the  Loan  Bill  now,  and  sub- 
sequently reduce  the  amount.  Well,  I  am 
disposed  to  think  that  all  Loan  Bills  are  un- 
principled ;  bat  if  there  be  any  principle  at 
all  in  them  it  is  in  the  qtiantum  of  the  loan. 
Therefore  I  affirm  that  we  e^ssert  the  principle 
when  we  fix  the  quantum.  When  we  go  into 
Committee  each  item  will  be  dealt  with 
separately;  all  sorts  of  conflicting  interests 
will  centre  on  each  item,  and  the  result  will 
be  that  all  efforts  at  economy  will  be  utterly 
beaten  in  detail,  and  the  Bill  will  pass  in  its 
integrity.  Unless  the  reduction  is  effected 
now,  I  fear  wo  shall  utterly  fail  to  amend 
the  Bill  in  Committee  ;  and  therefore  I  move, 
as  an  amendment.  That  all  the  words  after 
"  That  "  be  left  out,  with  the  view  of  inserting 
these  words :  "  the  amount  of  the  proposed 
loan  be  limited  to  £500,000."  I  assure  the 
Premier  that  it  is  with  no  hostile  intention  I 
do  this.  I  do  it  for  the  reason,  as  I  say,  first, 
that  he  himself  has  indicated  his  willingness 
to  accept  a  reduction. 

Major  ATKINSON.— No. 

Dr.  PITCHETT.— I  appeal  to  honourable 
members  if  it  is  not  so. 

Major  ATKINSON.— Not  in  the  least  as  you 
put  it. 

Dr.  PITCHETT.— I  should  be  the  last  per- 
son to  move  this  if  I  thought  otherwise,  because 
I  know  the  Premier  can  command  a  majority 
which  will  insure  the  passage  of  the  Bill  in  its 
integrity.  But  bo  intimated  that  he  was  pre- 
pared to  accept  reductions.  I  say  that  we  can- 
not effect  these  reductions  when  we  go  into 
Committee  of  Supply ;  whereas,  if  the  maxi- 
mum amount  of  half  a  million  be  now  fixed  in 
the  Bill,  the  Government  can  alter  their  public- 
works  proposals  in  such  a  way  as  to  harmonize 
with  the  amount  of  the  Bill,  and  the  Commit- 
tee cannot  increase  it. 

Dr.  HODGKINSON.— When  speaking  on  the 
Financial  Statement  about  a  month  ago  I  gave 
it  as  my  opinion  that,  however  good  the  re- 
trenchment proposals  of  the  Government  were, 
their  borrowing  proposals  were  excessive.  I  am 
sorry  to  say  that  since  then  I  have  not  seen 
any  reason  to  alter  that  opinion,  and  that  I 
feel  it  my  duty  to  protest  in  the  strongest  way  I 
possibly  con  against  these  excessive  oorrowing 
proposals.  Unless  it  is  an  absolute  necessity, 
which  has  not  been  shown  yet, — unless  we  have 
debts  which  we  must  meet  to  save  our  credit, — I 
think  these  proposals  ought  to  be  resisted ;  and 
I  do  hope  that,  without  reference  to  party,  every 
member  of  the  House  will  consider  this  question 
impartially,  and  avail  himself  of  the  statement 
that  the  Premier  made  the  other  evening, 
that  reductions  may  bo  effected  upon  each 
railway  ikS  it  comes  before  us.  The  proposition 
of  the  Ministry,  now  that  our  debt  has  reached 
the  enormous  sum  of  £35,000,000,  is  that  we 
should  incur  an  additional  debt  of  £2,400,000 ; 
and  that,  I  imagine,  with  the  deficiency  bills  to 
oover  liabilities,  will  bring  the  debt  up  to  the 
enonnotis  sum  of  £38,000,000.    That  is  a  debt 


far  beyond  anything  which  the  colony  should 
reasonably  contract.  I  see,  also,  by  this  Public 
Works  Statement,  that,  in  spite  of  this  enor- 
mous indebtedness,  in  spite  of  the  utmost  ne- 
cessity for  economy — for  their  efforts  at  which 
I  give  them  credit — they  actually  propose  to 
go  on  spending  money  on  railways,  and,  I  may 
add,  unproductive  railways.  They  know  full 
well  that  nearly  all  these  railways  are  unpro- 
ductive, and  that  the  largest  and  most  expen- 
sive of  them  are  political  railways  that  ought 
not  to  have  been  made,  and  that  they  are  tbo 
result  of  that  vicious  system  introduced  seven- 
teen years  ago  by  the  honourable  member  for 
Christchurch  North,  which  has  led  to  the  ruin 
of  the  colony — for,  virtually,  we  are  a  ruined 
colony  at  this  moment.  There  is  no  disguising 
the  fact ;  we  know  it. 

Sir  J.  VOGEL.— Will  the  honourable  gentle- 
man name  the  works  ? 

Dr.  HODGKINSON.— All  the  works,  more  or 
less,  and  the  expenditure  resulting  from  the 
large  loan  system.  Out  of  the  loans  that  have 
been  raised  some  £14,000,000  has  been  spent 
on  railways  ;  and,  as  a  necessary  consequence  of 
the  system  introduced  by  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Christchurch  North,  enormous  sums 
have  been  wasted  upon  other  works  that  ought 
not  to  have  been  made.  We  know  it  who  have 
to  pay  for  it.  It  is  all  very  well  for  the  honour- 
able gentleman  to  say  it  is  not  so.  Here,  I  say, 
it  is  actually  proposed  to  spend  £8,000,000  more 
upon  railways.  I  contend  it  is  not  at  all  neces- 
sary. Here  is  the  North  Island  Trunk  Railway. 
I  understand  the  sum  of  £600,000  has  been 
spent  upon  this  railway  already — possibly  more. 
Well,  of  course  that  must  be  paid ;  but  I  con- 
tend there  is  not  the  least  necessity  whatever 
to  spend  another  sixpence  upon  it  for  the  next 
ten  years.  The  railway  ought  to  be  stopped, 
utterly  stopped,  and  I  am  amazed  at  the  Minis- 
ter for  bringing  forward  such  a  proposal.  I  see 
by  the  Public  Works  Statement  that  it  is  ac- 
tually proposed  to  spend  another  £400,000  upon 
this  political  railway,  which  can  never  possibly 
pay,  which'  is  intended  to  go  through  a  barren 
tract  of  country,  and,  after  all,  is  to  cost  another 
million.  It  is  true  the  honourable  member  for 
Christchurch  North,  at  the  commencement  of 
his  speech,  proposed  that  a  diversion  should  be 
made,  and  that  £600,000  should  be  spent  right 
off  in  constructing  the  railway  from  New  Ply- 
mouth towards  Auckland.  That  would  be  a 
most  prodigal  and,  I  may  say,  a  most  pro- 
fligate expenditure,  and  quite  consistent  with 
the  character  of  the  honourable  member  for 
Christchurch  North.  As  every  one  knows,  that 
honourable  member  is  nothing  unless  bo  is 
spending  money — in  fact,  it  is  in  loans  he  lives 
and  moves  and  has  his  being ;  without  loajis  he 
is  nowhere.  We  know  that,  to  our  misfor- 
tune. Therefore  it  is  quite  consistent  with  his 
character  that  he  should  propose  to  waste  an 
additional  sum  of  £600,000  on  a  railway  which 
is  entirely  unjustifiable.  I  had  it  on  very  good 
authority  from  a  settler  in  that  district  not 
long  ago  that  the  railway  was  utterly  unjustifi- 
able, and  that  all  that  was  justifiable  was  the 
making  of  a  road  through  the  bush,  by  which 
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to  drive  fat  cattle  to  Aucldand.  This  is  one  of 
the  projects  of  the  honourable  gentleman,  and 
it  would  be  simply  hanging  another  millstone 
round  our  necks,  I  do  not  intend  to  discuss 
the  loan-question  at  any  length.  I  am  always 
economical  with  the  time  of  the  House,  and 
am  not  fond  of  hearing  my  own  voice ;  but  I 
will  refer  to  a  few  points  Uiat  I  have  gathered 
since  I  came  into  the  House.  The  honourable 
member  for  Christchurch  North  has  actually 
been  posing  before  us  as  an  advocate  of  economy 
and  as  opposed  to  large  borrowing.  That  is 
most  amusing.  If  the  Ethiopian  can  change 
his  skin  or  the  leopard  his  spots,  then  the 
honourable  member  may  become  an  advocate 
of  economy,  and  for  the  cessation  of  borrowing, 
bat  not  till  then ;  and,  if  he  does  advocate  that, 
I  have  no  hesitation  in  saying — what  I  really 
think— that  he  has  some  ulterior  design,  and  if 
he  could  regain  those  benches  we  should  then 
see  him  borrowing  again.  We  know  that  a  few 
years  ago  the  honourable  gentleman  put  forth 
a  great  scheme  for  the  borrowing  of  ten  millions, 
bat  the  honourable  gentleman  found  this  House 
would  not  listen  to  it,  and  the  proposal  never 
came  to  anything.  I  consider  that  upon  the 
North  Island  Trunk  Loan  a  saving  of  £100,000 
might  be  effected.  Then,  I  see  there  is  a  rail- 
way north  of  Auckland.  A  great  deal  might  be 
saved  on  that.  The  only  railway  I  see  in  this 
Island  that  seems  to  have  a  good  case  is  the 
Manawatu  Qorge  line.  There  is  a  very  strong 
case  for  that ;  but  I  have  grave  doubts  whether 
it  is  necessary  to  proceed  with  that  line  in  the 
present  distressed  state  of  the  colony.  Coming 
to  the  South  Island,  we  have  the  Otago  Central. 
I  think  it  would  be  quite  possible  to  make 
arrangements  with  a  company  to  take  that  line 
over.  That  would  save  the  Government  raising 
£100,000,  or  possibly  not  all  that,  but  at  any 
rate  a  large  sum.  I  know  that  a  considerable 
sum  is  already  forestalled.  Then,  there  are 
other  smaller  railways  in  Southland  which 
might  bo  seriously  curtailed  —  the  line  from 
Wyndham  to  Fortrose,  and  the  Seaward  Bush 
line,  and  various  others.  We  must  practise  self- 
denial  in  these  times.  Instead  of  that,  the 
Premier  and  his  Ministry  are  really  tempting 
the  House  and  tlie  colony  to  go  further  into 
debt  and  extravagance.  I  must  remind  the 
Treasurer  that  he  has  been  a  strong  advocate 
for  this  system  of  Responsible  Government — 
which  I  think  the  worst  possible  system — and 
he  should  be  consistent.  The  first  function  of 
Responsible  Government  is  that  the  Ministry 
should  lead  the  House  in  the  right  direction. 
He  is  positively  leading  the  House  into  extra- 
vagance. Railways  are  sticking  out  everywhere 
on  which  large  sums  of  money  are  to  be  spent ; 
and  he  tells  us  that,  if  honourable  members  are 
so  virtuous  and  self-denying  as  to  resist  these, 
then  he  will  graciously  accept  their  suggestions 
and  propose  a  smaller  amount.  I  consider  that 
a  very  improper  position  to  take.  He  ought  to 
lead  the  House,  and  not  come  forward  with 
proposals  which  will  do  no  good  for  the  country 
u  they  are  carried  out.  Instead  of  that,  these 
proposals  are  a  temptation  to  the  colony  to  go 
on  m  the  old  way  of  borrowing  to  the  utmost 
Dr.  HodgkiTison 


of  the  credit  of  the  colony ;  for  these  proposals 
do  reach  that  limit.  He  makes  proposus  for 
the  sake  of  getting  money  squandered  about  the 
colony  upon  works  which  every  one  knows  will 
not  be  remunerative.  There  are  other  ways  in 
which  I  think  the  Government  might  have  done 
with  less  money.  For  instance,  the  roads. 
With  the  exception  of  those  made  for  opening 
up  land — which  ought  to  come  out  of  the  Land 
Fund — I  think  the  votes  for  these  roods  shonld 
be  stopped,  and  a  great  saving  would  be  effected 
there.  Then,  with  regard  to  loans  to  local 
bodies,  instead  of  bringing  up  an  amendment 
to  that  measure  I  think  it  would  have  been 
better  if  a  Bill  had  been  brought  in  to  repeal 
the  Act.  A  saving  of  £100,000  could  be  effected 
there.  It  is  of  no  use  to  send  members  to  re- 
trench, and  then  get  money  voted  which  they 
know  full  well  must  come  oat  of  loan.  The 
Premier  says  these  payments  are  to  be  made 
out  of  consolidated  revenue.  It  will  never  come 
to  that  point.  The  utmost  he  can  do  is  to  pay 
interest,  and  I  very  much  fear  he  will  not  be 
able  to  do  that  in  a  few  years,  at  the  rate  we  are 
going  on.  Then,  as  regards  the  property-tax,  I 
am  sorry  to  see  there  is  a  necessity  to  increase 
this  tax.  I  shall  not  oppose  it ;  but  I  think  it 
would  have  been  much  more  creditable  if  the 
Government  had  come  forward  with  a  proposal 
to  remove  the  exemptions.  That  would  have 
brought  in  a  great  deal  more  than  this  increase 
to  a  penny.  In  my  opinion  the  exemptions 
are  most  unjust  and  impolitic.  They  release  a 
great  number  of  people  from  taxation  ;  and  en- 
courage them  to  go  on  borrowing,  becaoso  they 
do  not  feel  the  burden  of  taxation.  As  pat  by 
the  honourable  member  for  Hawke's  Bay,  no- 
thing conduces  more  to  economy  than  that  the 
tax-gatherer  should  demand  the  money  direct 
from  the  person  who  has  to  pay  it.  Whilst  on 
that  subject,  I  may  take  the  opportunity  of 
protesting  in  the  strongest  possible  terms  I 
can  against  the  heterodox  views  held  by  some 
honourable  members  on  the  subject  of  a  pro- 
gressive property-tax,  taxing  absentees  and  Bri- 
tish bondholders.  All  these  things  are  to  the 
last  degree  injurious,  as  everybody  who  knows 
anything  at  all  about  politics  ought  to  know. 
If  you  begin  to  impose  these  class  taxes  you 
will  do  a  thousand  times  more  harm  than  the 
paltry  amount  that  will  be  got  is  worth.  I 
am  sorry  to  see  so  many  honourable  membea 
speaking  ih  that  direction.  I  feel  it  my  doty 
to  protest  against  it.  I  always  have  done  so.  I 
may  add  that,  though  I  have  spoken  strongly 
against  these  proposals  of  the  Government,  it  is 
not  from  any  hostile  feeling  to  the  Government 
that  I  have  done  so.  I  fully  recognise  that  the 
present  Ministry  is  the  best  we  can  expect  to  get 
at  present,  and  we  must  for  the  present  keep 
them  in  office.  But  still  there  is  a  limit.  I  do 
not  carry  party  allegiance  to  the  extent  of  going 
against  my  conscience  and  supporting  pro- 
posals which  I  consider  will  be  detrimental  to 
the  country ;  therefore  I  cannot  vote  for  the 
£2,400,000  :  but  I  will  conclude  by  adding  that, 
when  these  railway  proposals  come  into  Com- 
mittee, I  hope  every  member  of  the  House  will 
assist  to  the  utmost  extent  in  reducing  theae 
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estimates.  The  Premier  has  told  ns  that  if  we 
give  our  consent  to  his  going  to  the  London 
money-market  for  a  much  smaller  amount  than 
he  now  proposes  he  will  accept  that ;  and  it  is 
Trith  the  hope  of  that  being  brought  about  that 
I  have  got  up  to  make  these  few  remarks,  though 
I  would  much  rather  have  sat  still. 

Major  ATKINSON.— Sir,  it  is  always  very 
refreshing  to  hear  my  honourable  friend  oppo- 
site address  the  House.  We  know  he  does  not 
like  Responsible  Government.  In  fact,  Sir, 
almost  everything  in  the  way  of  self-govem- 
xnent  the  honourable  gentleman  would  appear 
to  have  a  great  objection  to.  He  does  not  think 
so.  He  thinks  he  is  a  man  great  in  local  go- 
vernment. What  he  is  always  praying  for  is  a 
good,  sound  despotism,  tempered  by  assassina- 
tion. He  always  comes  to  a  most  satisfactory 
conclusion  so  far  as  I  am  concerned.  Bad  as 
we  are,  the  honourable  gentleman  is  unable  to 
find  a  better  Government,  EUid  so  he  is  going  to 
keep  UB  in  office.  It  is  therefore  very  pleasant 
to  me  to  hear  the  honourable  gentleman  say 
what  he  does  with  regard  to  that.  But  the 
honourable  gentleman  is  entirely  on  the  wrong 
track  at  the  present  time.  I  am  very  much 
astonished  that  the  honourable  gentleman  who 
moved  this  amendment  could  expect  the  Go- 
vernment to  accept  this ;  and  I  am  very  much 
surprised  at  the  honourable  gentleman  making 
the  speech  he  did  about  the  works  we  have 
proposed.  He  has  gone  through  the  various 
items  without  any  knowledge  as  to  what  the 
requirements  of  the  country  are.  I  venture  to 
say  that,  if  I  were  to  begin  to  examine  him  on 
any  of  these  items  of  roads,  the  honourable 
gentleman  could  not  tell  me  what  was  the 
necessity  or  the  non-necessity  for  them.  In 
fact,  he  knows  nothing  about  them. 

Dr.  HODGKINSON.— There  is  the  North 
Island  Main  Trunk  line ;  there  is  no  necessity 
for  that. 

Major  ATKINSON. — I  am  speaking  now  of 
roads  ;  I  will  come  to  the  North  Island  Trunk 
line  presently.  The  honourable  gentleman  has 
taken  up  a  wrong  and  untenable  position,  and 
e.  position  which  the  Government  declare  the 
honourable  gentleman  is  not  justified  in  as- 
suming. We  have  seen  the  honourable  gentle- 
man's innocence  before  during  the  session, 
and  it  may  be  that  he  is  really  unaware 
of  the  position  which  the  Government  have 
taken  up  in  this  matter.  The  position  the  Go- 
vernment took  up  was  this :  They  said  they 
would  be  very  glad  to  go  into  Committee  upon 
tfao  items;  they  would  be  very  glad,  when  in 
Committee  upon  the  public-works  estimates,  to 
explain  the  reason  that  had  induced  them  to 
propose  each  particular  work  to  the  House, 
showing  what  they  did  cut  down,  showing  the 
liabilities,  and  giving  their  reasons  why  they 
thought,  upon  the  balance  of  advantage  and  dis- 
advantage, it  would  be  better  to  go  on  with 
these  particular  works;  and  that  if,  after  a 
non-party  discussion — if  it  were  possible  to  get 
it,  and  I  hope  it  is — we  came  to  the  conclusion 
that  such  a  work  as  the  North  Island  Trunk 
Railway  for  instance  ought  to  cease  in  the  in- 


terests of  the  country,  we  should  be  prepared 
to  reduce  the  Loan  Bill  to  that  amount. 

Sir  J.  VOGEL. — How  can  we  say  so  in  Com- 
mittee of  Supply  ?    No  resolutions  are  received. 

Major  ATKINSON.— The  honourable  gentle- 
man ought  to  know.  I  will,  however,  tell  him. 
Take  the  Greymouth  and  Hokitika  line  as  an 
example.  Supposing  the  House  says  that  no 
more  shall  be  done  to  that  line,  then  the  ques- 
tion comes,  What  is  the  amount  required  for 
it  ?  The  amount  will  be  stated,  and  the  House 
votes  out  that  amount— say  £10,000  or  £20,000. 
Very  well,  we  should  be  prepared  to  take  that 
amount  off  the  loan  when  we  came  to  it. 

Mr.  O'CALLAGHAN.— Do  as  we  did  with  the 
£500,000. 

Major  ATKINSON. — I  am  not  going  to  sub- 
mit to  that  for  a  moment,  because  the  dif- 
ference between  the  proposals  of  the  present 
Government  and  those  of  that  date  is  as  light  to 
dark.  There,  the  Government  were  proposing 
as  extravagant  estimates  as  were  ever  proposed. 
We  knew  the  country  could  not  bear  that  ex- 
penditure. We  were  not  prepared  to  accept 
them,  and  carried  an  amendment  that  they 
should  be  reduced  by  a  particular  sum.  We 
are  not  going  to  submit  to  any  such  proposi- 
tion. We  do  not  want  a  party  vote,  and  I 
deprecate  a  party  vote  in  the  strongest  pos- 
sible language ;  but,  if  the  House  is  willing  to 
assist  the  Government  in  reducing  any  un- 
necessary expenditure,  then  the  Government 
will  give  the  Committee  their  assistance,  and 
will  take  all  the  votes  struck  out,  after  proper 
consideration,  off  the  schedule  of  the  loan. 
Now,  I  hope  there  can  be  no  mistake  in  that 
condition.  I  am  not  at  all  prepared  to  agree 
to  any  such  proposition  as  the  honourable 
gentleman  has  made,  because  it  is  made  with- 
out any  consideration  of  the  requirements  of 
the  country.  There  is  no  man  who  can  say 
that  only  half  a  million  can  be  borrowed  ex- 
cept the  honourable  gentleman  opposite ;  and 
this  is  thojmeaning  of  the  amendment :  "  Bor- 
row only  enough  to  carry  on  for  one  year,  and 
then  I  will  come  down  with  a  great  scheme 
the  year  after."  That  is  the  proposition.  I  wont 
the  House  to  understand  that  there  the  Govern- 
ment take  the  issue.  The  Government  stand 
or  fall  upon  this :  that  the  amount  of  borrow- 
ing which  is  authorised  this  session  shall  ex- 
tend over  a  period  of  not  less  than  three  years. 
That  is  one  point  which  the  Government  stand 
on — not  upon  this  or  that  item  on  the  schedule. 
We  will  consider  these  fairly  and  reasonably ; 
we  will  give  our  reasons  for  them,  and  ask  the 
House  to  decide ;  but  we  say  this,  and  we  say 
it  most  emphatically :  that  wo  must  have  the 
borrowing  fixed  for  a  certain  time.  I  venture 
to  tell  the  House  that  we  may  give  up  all  idea 
of  retrenchment  in  the  Civil  Service  or  in  any- 
thing else  unless  we  are  prepared  to  fix  our 
borrowing  for  a  time.  There  is  no  doubt  that, 
if  we  are  going  in  for  retrenchment — to  reduce 
the  public -works  expenditure,  to  reduce  the 
Consolidated  Fund  expenditure  —  there  will 
inevitably,  in  the  course  of  a  year,  be  a  strong 
reaction  against  reduction  of  expenditure ;  and 
if  we  do  not  now  determine  what  our  expenditure 
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shall  be  for  a  sericg  of  years — in  other  words,  if 
we  do  not  burn  our  boats — we  shall  have  extra- 
vagance stalking  abroad  in  the  land  again. 

Mr.  TUBNBULL.  —  The  next  Parliament 
may  alter  all  that. 

Major  ATKINSON.— We  cannot  profess  to 
provide  for  the  next  Parliament,  but  we  can 
for  the  current  Parliament,  and  I  wish  the 
House  to  understand  that  the  Government  are 
not  prepared  to  enter  upon  this  scheme  of  re- 
trenchment unless  the  amount  of  borrowing  is 
fixed  for  a  time.  There  must  be  no  mistake 
about  that.  I  can  quite  understand  the 
honourable  member  for  Christchurch  North 
and  his  friends  saying,  "  Oh  yes,  let  us  make 
out  a  good  case  ;  let  us  show  the  country  that 
the  Government  only  need  half  a  million  for 
next  year" — and  it  is  quite  true,  as  I  shall 
show  presently,  that  that  is  what  we  shall 
want — "  let  us  give  them  that  and  let  them  do 
all  the  dirty  work ;  and  then,  when  they  have 
become  utterly  unpopular,  we  will  step  in  with 
our  great  scheme."  And  that  is  a  scheme  out- 
side the  one  which  the  honourable  gentleman 
has  in  his  breast.  A  scheme  of  large  borrovting 
will  be  the  one.  He  says  he  sees  his  way  to  do 
without  going  on  the  London  money-market. 
That  is  all  very  well,  because  this  House  has 
determined  not  to  let  us  go  on  the  money- 
market  for  some  years  to  come.  I  want  it  to 
be  distinctly  understood  that  that  is  an  im- 
portant part  of  the  policy  of  the  Government — 
a  point  from  which  under  no  circumstances 
wiU  they  depart.  I  keep  repeating  that,  be- 
cause I  wish  the  House  to  understand  it,  and 
do  not  want  honourable  gentlemen  to  get  up 
afterwards  and  say  that  I  said  another  thing. 
What  I  have  stated  clearly  is  this :  If  the  Com- 
mittee thinks  that  any  of  the  items  in  the 
estimates  are  not  necessary,  by  all  means 
strike  them  oi! ;  but  it  must  be  distinctly  under- 
stood that  the  House  knows  what  it  is  doing ; 
that  it  is  making  provision  for  three  years,  and 
not  for  one ;  that  the  Government  will  not  be 
able  to  raise  a  single  farthing  beyond  the  mil- 
lion, and  that  they  will  pledge  themselves,  in 
the  most  definite  terms,  not  to  go  on  the  money- 
market  before  a  definite  time  has  elapsed.  Of 
course  nearly  all  the  arguments  of  the  honour- 
able member  for  Christchurch  North  fall  to 
the  ground  when  the  House  understands  the 
position  which  the  Government  take  up.  It  is 
quite  true,  as  the  honourable  gentleman  says, 
that  we  need  not  take  authority  this  session  for 
more  than  half  a  million,  if  the  House  is  willing 
to  continue  a  considerable  expenditure  for  the 
present  year,  and  leave  next  session  of  Parlia- 
ment to  determine  what  loans  will  then  be 
required.  You  will  notice.  Sir,  that  the  honour- 
able member  says  just  the  same  as  I  do.  He 
says  there  is  money  there,  but  he  deprecates 
this  Parliament  binding  itself  for  a  definite 
time.  There  is  just  this  difference  between  the 
policy  of  the  honourable  gentleman  and  that 
of  the  Government :  He  would  borrow  half  a 
million  simply  to  carry  us  on  till  next  October. 
You  must  borrow  that,  as  I  shall  show  further 
on ;  but  I  hope  that  the  House  will  mark  the 
4t5erence  between  our  policies — that  we  are 
Major  AtkiTtson 


binding  ourselves  for  a  definite  time,  and  ha 
would  not  do  so.  There  is  one  fallacy  in  the 
argument  of  the  honourable  gentleman  which 
should  be  noticed.  He  tells  us  there  will  be 
a  million  and  a  half,  supposing  we  dispose  of 
all  the  secnriti9S  now  held  by  the  Loan  Fond, 
and  if  we  float  our  million  loan.  I  vontuie  to 
say  that,  if  we  float  it,  next  session  of  Parlia- 
ment will  be  shocked  at  the  terrible  discount 
we  shall  have  to  pay.  The  honourable  gentle- 
man says,  "  If  you  have  floated  your  loan,  and 
disposed  of  all  these  securities,  you  will  have 
about  a  million  and  a  half  in  hand  next 
March."  But  he  does  not  tell  the  Hoase  all 
the  facts.  There  are  three  funds  which  ore 
all  ear-marked.  There  is  nothing  practically 
in  No.  1  Fund ;  there  is  about  £400,000  in  the 
North  Island  Trunk  Railway  loan,  which  can- 
not be  used  for  anything  else;  and  the  third 
fund  can  only  be  used  for  the  purpose  to  which 
it  is  devoted.  Honourable  members  must  not 
therefore  run  away  with  the  idea  that  we  shall 
have  a  million  and  a  half  for  general  purposes. 
We  shall  find  that  one  fund  is  nearly  dry,  that 
another  has  very  little,  and  that  there  is  no 
means  of  getting  a  transfer  of  funds  from  one 
account  to  another,  unless  there  are  securities 
to  the  credit  of  the  fund  which  has  not  cash. 
If  we  put  these  funds  in  credit  by  voting  some- 
thing to  their  credit  this  year,  then,  no  doubt, 
we  can  borrow  from  one  fund  to  the  other; 
but  I  venture  to  say  that  a  very  great  difiicolty 
would  arise  if  we  did  such  a  thing.  I  have 
looked  at  all  these  matters  quite  as  carefully 
as  the  honourable  gentleman,  and  I  venture  to 
say  that  I  understand  them  quite  as  well  as 
he  does.  I  do  not  protend  to  say  of  him,  as  he 
is  so  much  in  the  habit  of  saying  of  me,tluit  hs 
does  not  understand  them ;  but  I  say  he  has 
entirely  misled  the  House  as  to  the  position 
of  affairs,  and  has  done  it  with  the  avowed  in- 
tention of  inducing  the  House  only  to  borrow 
for  one  year.  And  now.  Sir,  just  to  show  the 
House  how  the  honourable  gentleman  has  con- 
ducted the  finances,  I  will  point  out  this :  that 
if  we  had  not  had  the  North  Island  Trunk  line 
debentures,  which  could  be  sold,  and  which  we 
could  convert  into  consolidated  revenue  by 
means  of  Treasury  bills,  we  could  not  have  paid 
our  interest  last  October.  The  honourable 
gentleman  let  the  consolidated  revenue  run 
completely  out,  and  he  depended  on  the  tele- 
graph to  remit  £600,000  to  pay  interest  due  in 
that  month,  because  he  hod  mode  no  arrange- 
ment until  September.  The  consolidated  reve- 
nue had  only  a  few  hundred  pounds  in  it  that 
month,  and  in  the  next  month — October — we 
had  to  pay  £000,000  in  London.  The  honoor- 
able  gentleman  made  no  provision  for  that 
until  September,  and  then  he  had  to  go  to  a 
local  bank  to  borrow  the  £600,000,  and  he 
practically  remitted  the  whole  of  it  by  tele- 
graph to  pay  the  interest  due,  and  he  got  it  in 
this  way.  He,  fortunately,  had  the  credit  from 
the  North  Island  Trunk  Loan,  which  is  sap- 
posed  to  be  "  ear-marked  ;  "  but  he  pledged  it 
to  the  bank,  and  issued  deficiency  bills  for. 
£800,000.  And  all  these  he  telegraphed  Home. 
That  is  the  way  the  honourable  gentleman  has 
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been  conducting  our  finance,  and  I  thought;  it 
my  duty  to  tell  the  House  of  it  when  the  honour- 
able gentlemem  taJcea  up  such  a  position  as  he 
has  done  on  this  occasion.  I  gay  it  is  a  dis- 
grace to  any  colony  to  conduct  its  finances  in 
such  a  way.  It  was  just  possible  that  the  local 
bank  could  not  have  found  the  £600,000 ;  and 
where  should  we  have  been  then  ?  I  say  that 
sort  of  thing  must  be  put  a  stop  to,  and  we 
have  no  right  to  conduct  our  business  in  that 
way.  The  honourable  gentleman  gave  us  a 
very  pretty  disquisition  as  to  the  duties  of  a 
Treasurer.  I  might  tell  him  that  if  I  had  any- 
thing to  do  with  him  he  would  have  to  act  very 
differently  from  what  he  did  on  that  occasion. 
There  is  no  doubt  be  thought  that  by  raising  a 
loan  at  the  end  of  October,  and  by  getting 
advances  in  London  on  account  of  the  North 
Island  Trunk  Loan,  he  could  meet  these  lia- 
bilities ;  but  ho  found  that  such  was  the  state 
of  our  credit  in  London  that  he  could  not  get 
a  halfpenny  advance,  and  so  had  to  fall  back 
on  a  local  institution  to  find,  at  a  moment's 
notice,  £600,000  to  keep  up  the  credit  of  the 
colony.  That  is  the  state  in  which  the  honour- 
able gentleman  got  the  finances,  after  being  in 
office  no  less  than  three  years.  And  now.  Sir, 
I  want  to  show  the  House  what  we  have  got  to 
do.  In  April  next  we  have  to  meet  liabilities  of 
something  like  £1,300,000  in  cash.  It  is  true 
we  have  a  right  to  obtain  a  further  advance 
from  the  bank  to  the  extent  of  £400,000,  so  that 
we  have  to  find,  actually,  some  £900,000 ;  and 
we  have  no  means  of  finding  it.  The  honour- 
able gentleman  says  the  difficulty  begins  in 
October;  but  I  say  the  difficulty  is  greater 
in  April,  for  this  reason  :  that  we  have  no  re- 
venue. As  honourable  gentlemen  know,  the 
financial  year  begins  in  April,  and  we  have  to 
start  by  finding  £600,000  for  interest.  That  is 
onr  great  difficulty.  It  is  true  that  October 
will  be  almost  equally  difficult,  because  by  the 
time  we  have  paid  the  April  interest  we  shall 
have  ran  on  to  October,  and  got  the  revenue  for 
six  months.  We  shall  be  therefore  very  much 
in  the  same  position  as  in  April,  but  not  quite 
so  bad.  The  honourable  gentleman  says  that  all 
our  deficiency  bills  will  be  taken  up  in  April,  be- 
cause we  are  borrbwingjto  payoff  the  deficiency 
which  he  left  from  last  year  and  the  deficiency 
for  this  year  ;  but  the  fallacy  of  the  honourable 
gentleman's  argument  is,  that  those  bills  are 
paper,  and  not  cash.  The  honourable  gentle- 
man warns  us  not  to  bind  ourselves  not  to 
borrow  in  the  London  market,  because  we 
cannot  get  more  locally.  "  I  have  got  as  much 
as  I  can,  and  therefore  you  must  not  bind 
yourselves  not  to  go  to  the  London  market." 
And  now  he  talks  of  raising  £400,000  from  this 
loan  and  £500,000  from  deficiency  bills,  as  if 
it  were  a  very  easy  matter.  But  I  tell  him 
there  is  great  difficulty  in  the  matter,  and  I  do 
not  know  whether  the  House  recognises  that 
we  have  £995,000  of  deficiency  bills  at  the  pre- 
sent moment.  It  is  quite  true  that  we  shall  be 
able  by  the  end  of  next  year  to  pay  of!  £400,000 
of  them,  bat  I  do  not  think  w»  can  pay  more ; 
and  if  we  get  authority  to  borrow  £400,000  to 
meet  deficiency  bills,  and  if  we  get  that  as  well, 


which  is  not  at  all  certain,  we  shall  be  able  to 
take  up  another  £400,000,  and  we  shall  imme- 
diately have  to  issue  that  again  in  order  to 
meet  the  interest  we  have  to  pay  in  April. 
That,  Sir,  is  the  position  of  affairs  now ;  and  I 
tell  the  House  that  the  honourable  gentleman, 
like  myself,  must  have  been  spending  last  year 
in  perpetually  worrying  as  to  the  fund  from 
whioh  he  could  get  sufficient  to  carry  on  from 
day  to  day.  That  has  been  the  position  ;  and  I 
say  it  is  a  wretched  sort  of  finance,  and  a 
finance  that  no  Government  of  such  a  colony  as 
this  should  ever  submit  to,  and  that  no  Parlia- 
ment should  permit  to  continue  for  an  hoar 
longer  than  can  possibly  be  avoided.  Then,  the 
honourable  gentleman  is  very  virtuous  indeed 
upon  the  wrong  the  Government  is  going  to  do  in 
asking  for  authority  to  borrow  this  £400,000,  and 
taking  the  option  of  going  to  London  for  it  if  it 
should  be  necessary.  But,  Sir,  I  propose  ex- 
actly what  the  honourable  gentleman  himself 
proposed  in  1866.  Like  himself,  I  intend,  if 
possible,  to  borrow  the  money  locally.  I  should 
not  dream  of  going  to  London  if  it  could  be 
possibly  avoided ;  but  I  have  followed  the 
exact  wording  of  the  honourable  gentleman's 
own  proposal,  when  he  proposed  to  meet  the 
deficit  that  I  left  on  going  out  of  office  va, 
1884.  He  followed  the  same  course  as  I  shall 
follow:  he  pqt  the  securities  on  the  colonial 
market,  not  on  the  London  market,  though  he 
took  power  to  go  to  the  liondon  market ;  and  I 
venture  to  say  that  honourable  members  will 
not  desire  to  oiroumscribo  the  power  of  the 
Colonial  Treasurer  in  this  respect,  when  they 
know  how  we  are  pressing  on  local  require- 
ments. I  think  it  wonid  be  exceedingly  un- 
wise to  go  on  the  London  money-market  if  it 
could  be  possibly  avoided,  and  I  do  not  intend 
to  do  it ;  but  I  shall  venture  to  ask  the  House, 
for  the  reasons  given  by  the  honourable  gentle- 
man himself,  to  give  authority  to  go  there,  if  it 
should  be  found  to  be  necessary,  at  the  dis- 
cretion of  the  Colonial  Treasurer,  for.  Sir,  we 
must  bear  this  in  mind:  that  we  must  meet 
our  engagements  ;  and  I  venture  to  say  that  it 
is  the  honourable  gentleman's  finance  only 
that  has  brought  us  to  this  difficulty  at  the 
present  time.  Without  wishing  in  any  way  to 
press  honourable  members,  and  without  say- 
ing for  a  moment  that  we  shall  not  get  out  of 
our  difficulties — ^for  I  am  sure  we  shall — I  say 
that,  bod  as  our  state  was  in  1879,  the  colony 
is  in  a  much  worse  position  at  the  present 
time  with  regard  to  its  finances  than  it  was 
then. 

Mr.  KERB. — ^It  keeps  on  getting  worse  every 
year. 

Major  ATKINSON. — fes ;  and  as  long  as  we 

Sermit  Qovemments  to  finance  us  out  of  our 
ifficulties — and  that  is  what  we  have  been 
doing  for  the  past  three  years — we  shall  keep 
on  getting  worse  and  worse.  Then,  the  honour- 
able gentleman  said,  "  Look  at  the  expendi- 
ture. The  Government  are  already  increasing 
the  expenditure  over  oais.  We  only  spent  so 
much  up  to  September  last,  and  the  present 
Government  are  going  to  spend  more  during 
the  last  six  months    of  the   year."     If   tbe 
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honouraUe  gentleman  had  asked  his  late  col- 
league, the  honourable  member  for  Eaiapoi,  he 
would  have  told  him  that  invariably  tine  ex- 
penditure is  greater  in  the  second  half  of  the 
year  than  it  is  in  the  first  half.  That  is  always 
the  rule :  the  increase  begins  about  October, 
And  the  works  are  pushed  on  during  the  sum- 
mer months,  and  the  expenditure  steadily 
increases.  That  cannot  be  disputed ;  there  is 
no  question  about  it. 

Mr.  KEKR. — My  experience  is  that  Govern- 
ment work  is  always  done  in  the  winter-time, 
and  not  in  the  summer,  when  it  ought  to  be 
done,  and  when  it  can  be  done  much  more 
cheaply. 

Major  ATKINSON.— That  is  only  the  local 
.bodies. 

Mr.  KERR.  —  Well,  they  cannot  get  the 
money  from  the  Oovemment  before  to  do  it. 

Major  ATKINSON.— There  is  no  doubt  at 
all  that  that  has  been  so ;  but  I  shall  try,  while 
I  am  in  office,  to  see  if  I  cannot  give  you 
the  money  for  expenditure  dnring  the  summer 
^months. 

Mr.  KERR.— Oh,  I  do  not  want  it.  We  have 
got  no  works  this  time. 

Major  ATKINSON.— I  am  very  glad  to  hear 
there  is  one  virtuous  constituency  at  any 
rate.  That  is  very  satisfactory.  The  honour- 
able member  for  Christchurch  North  goes  on 
to  say  that  we  propose  to  spend  so  much  more 
next  year  that  we  must  of  necessity  have 
.another  loan  within  twelve  months'  time.  But 
that  is  what  the  Government  mean  to  avoid ; 
and  we  ask  the  House  to  tie  our  hands  abso- 
lutely so  that  we  shall  not  get  another  loan, 
for  I  venture  to  say  that,  if  our  hands  are  not 
tied,  another  loan  will  be  proposed.  We  should 
have  been  greatly  rejoiced  if  we  could  have 
proposed  a  reduction  on  what  we  now  ask  for, 
but  our  engagements  are  so  large  that  it  is  im- 
j^ssible  to  reduce  the  expenditure  during  the 
next  year  to  less  than  £70,000  a  month  ;  and  I 
do  hope  my  honourable  friend  the  Minister  for 
Public  Works  will  be  able  to  succeed  in  bring- 
ing the  expenditure  to  within  £70,000  a  month. 
We  propose  to  limit  the  expenditure  to  £70,000 
a  month  for  the  next  eleven  months.  We  have 
reduced  that  rate  of  expenditure  for  the  next 
year,  and  half  that  rate  for  the  following  year, 
and  half  that  again  the  year  after ;  and  then 
the  amount  will  be  reduced  so  low  that  it  will 
be  in  the  power  of  this  House  to  discontinue 
the  works  if  it  should  think  that  desirable. 
The  honourable  gentleman  has  picked  out  cer- 
tain railways  with  which  he  tells  us  we  ought 
not  to  go  on,  and  he  has  picked  out  certain  others 
with  which  he  says  we  should  go  on.  These 
are  questions  to  consider  in  Committee,  but  I 
notice — and  it  is  a  curious  thing — that,  wher- 
«ver  the  honourable  gentleman  thinks  he  can 
improve  his  political  position,  there  he  says 
our  estimates  are  wrong.  Look  at  the  honour- 
able gentleman's  proposals  for  the  West  Coast- 
He  says,  "  What  is  £70,000  ?  "  Where  is  he 
going  to  get  £70,000?  Of  course  it  means  a 
large  borrowing  scheme  next  year.  I  am  not 
going  at  any  length  into  these  matters ;  but  I 
venture  to  say  t£at  in  Committee,  when  the 
Major  Mkimon 


House  hears  onr  reasons  for  these  vsriona  pro- 
posals, honourable  members  will  think  them 
reasonable ;  and  I  venture  to  say  also  that 
the  House  will  support  us  in  not  making  fur- 
ther expenditure  on  the  particular  railway  the 
honourable  gentleman  has  alluded  to  on  the 
West  Coast — that  between  Hokitika  and  Grey- 
mouth.  There  is  undoubtedly  great  difficulty 
in  deciding  with  which  particular  works  to  go 
on  and  which  to  leave  ofi,  and  honourable 
gentlemen  with  any  sense  of  responsibility  will 
carefully  consider  the  circumstances  of  each 
case  as  we  have  done.  It  is  all  very  well  to  say 
that  there  is  only  a  gap  of  four  miles,  and  it 
ought  to  be  filled  up.  That  sounds  very  reason- 
able ;  but  when  we  come  to  look  all  over  the 
oonntnr  we  find  so  many  gajps  of  four  or  five  oi 
six  miles  that  it  would  take  another  million 
and  a  half  to  fill  them  all  up,  and  therefore  we 
take  a  stand  and  say  we  must  be  prepared  to 
leave  a  number  of  works  unfinished.  But,  aa 
far  as  the  Government  are  able  to  judge,  they 
will  all  be  brought  according  to  our  proposals 
to  such  a  state  that  there  will  be  no  absolute 
loss  through  not  completing  them,  and  it  is  im- 
possible for  us  to  do  anything  more  than  that, 
and  we  ought  not,  if  it  can  possibly  be  avoided, 
to  do  less.  Then,  there  is  another  point  which 
I  would  like  to  draw  the  attention  of  the  Hooaa 
to,  and  it  is  this :  The  honourable  member  foe 
Dunedin  Central  has  proposed  that  the  loan 
should  be  reduced  to  half  a  million.  Does  he 
mean  that  the  whole  of  that  should  be  spent 
during  the  next  year  ? 
Dr.  PITCHETT.— No. 

Major  ATKINSON.— Well,  does  the  honour- 
able gentleman  think  that  should  keep  us  for 
the  next  three  years  ? 
Dr.  FITCHETT.— Yes. 
Major  ATKINSON.— Very  well.    That  is  a 
different  point,  and  so  far  my  argument  does 
not  apply.    The  honourable  gentleman,  there- 
fore, is  taking  a  different  stand  from  that  taken 
by  the  late  Colonial  Treasurer,  and  cannot  vote 
with  him.    Then,  I  will  put  this  to  the  honour- 
able gentleman  :  Has  he  considered  what  would 
be  the  effect  of  so  almost  complete  a  stoppage 
of  public  works  throughout  the  country  ? 
Dr.  PITCHETT.— Yes. 
Major  ATKINSON.— Very  well.    I  am  very 
sorry  the  honourable  gentleman  did  not  tell  us 
what  would  be   the   effect.    The   Government 
have  had  to  carefully  consider  that,  for  they 
are   responsible   not   Qnly   for   the   country's 
finance,  but  also  for  the  general  condition  of 
the  country,  and  we  have  to  see  that  de{»es- 
sion  is  not  brought  unduly  on  the  country  if  it 
can  be  prevented.    I  venture  to  say  that,  when 
the  House  hears  the  reasons  why  the  Govern- 
ment propose  this  particular  amount,  honour- 
able members  will  see  at  once  that  to  make  a 
larger  reduction  would  really  mean  to  imperil 
the  colony's  labour-market  and  its  finance.    I 
do  not  say  that  it  would  dangerously  imperil 
it,  but  it  would  very   seriously   increase   the 
difficulties  under  which  we  are  now  labouring. 
It  is  not  only  the  actual  amount  less  to  be 
spent  among  the  working-classes  that  has  to  be 
considered,  but  we  have  to  consider  the  stop- 
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page  of  works  absolutely  necessary  for  the 
settlement  of  the  country.  No  doubt  we  shall 
be  told  how  many  men  we  shall  knook  oS,  and 
there  will  be  honourable  members  who  may 
say,  "  Never  mind  that,  they  must  take  the 
consequences,  but  let  us  have  drastic  reme- 
dies." Well,  as  to  some  of  the  works,  it  will 
be  for  the  House  to  say  if  less  than  what 
the  Government  propose  shall  be  done;  but, 
for  myself,  and  speaking  on  behalf  of  the 
Government,  I  think  we  have  gone  to  a 
prudent  limit.  I  would  caution  honourable 
members,  before  deciding,  to  look  cautiously 
into  the  efiect  of  a  complete  stoppage  of  bor- 
rowing now.  One  very  important  effect  would 
be  the  throwing-out  of  our  exchange  ;  and  that 
would  very  seriously  affect  the  commerce  of 
the  country  for  a  time.  A  sudden  stoppage  of 
onr  borrowing  would  mean  a  complete  altera- 
tion in  our  exohajige.  Then,  the  stoppage  of 
necessary  works  would  be  another  very  impor- 
tant point,  and  the  general  feeling  of  depression 
would  undoubtedly  be  heightened  if  we  dis- 
charged a  thousand  or  fifteen  hundred  men, 
when,  unfortunately,  work  all  over  the  coun- 
try is  not  50  plentiful  as  we  should  like  it 
to  be.  And,  again,  of  course,  another  point 
would  be  that  a  large  proportion  of  the  works 
that  we  propose  to  bring  to  reasonably  complete 
points  would  be  left  at  stages  which  would  in- 
volve an  actual  money  loss.  We  may  be  told, 
as  we  have  been  by  some  honourable  members, 
that  as  to  some  works  the  first  loss  is  the  best. 
But  the  Government  have  adopted  that  prin- 
ciple, and,  where  we  see  it  would  be  useless  to 
go  on  further,  we  do  not  propose  to  go  on — 
we  have  determined  to  stop  at  once.  So  that 
point  seems  to  me  to  be  met  by  the  proposals  of 
the  Government.  Then  the  honourable  gentle- 
man says  that  the  proposals  of  the  Government 
are  to  enable  them  to  borrow  largely  in  order 
that  they  may  spend,  and  that  there  is  nothing 
binding  in  the  proposal  of  the  Government  to 
extend  this  money  over  three  years.  Well,  the 
Qovemment  are  quite  willing,  and  not  only 
willing,  but  anxious,  to  be  tied  up  in  the  most 
'  secure  way  the  House  can  devise. 

Dr.  FITCHETT.— The  most  secure  way  is 
not  to  get  the  money. 

Major  ATKINSON.— Undoubtedly  that  is  a 
▼ery  secure  way,  and,  if  the  House  does  not 
want  the  Government  to  have  the  money  to 
spend,  that  is  the  way  to  adopt.  I  do  not  want 
to  say  very  much  about  the  amount  of  the  loan 
now.  So  long  as  it  is  kept  to  reasonable  limits, 
that  is  all  we  want ;  but  what  I  do  want  to  see 
insisted  on  is  that,  whatever  the  amount  is,  it 
shall  be  absolutely  fixed  as  all  that  there  shall 
be  for  the  next  three  years.  We  can  discuss 
the  items  which  will  make  up  the  total  in 
Committee ;  but  I  do  ask  the  House  to  fix 
that  the  amount  of  the  total  shall  be  all  that 
shall  be  had  for  three  years.  That  is  all  I 
want.  But  that  is  not  the  proposal  of  the 
honourable  member  for  Christchurch  North  at 
all.  The  honourable  member  for  Christchurch 
North  says  what  we  want  to  get  is  nnlimited 
borrowing-powers.  That  is  ridiculous.  We  do 
-not  want  it.     We  want  so  small  a  sum  that 


in  another  breath  the  honourable  gentleman 
declares  that  what  we  ask  for  cannot  be  suffi- 
cient. One  argument  cuts  the  other  from 
under  his  feet.  I  say  that  the  proposals  of  the 
Government  are  reasonable,  if  we  are  really 
determined  to  actually  taper  off.  That  is  the 
policy  we  want  to  cany  out.  The  honourable 
gentleman  says  that  the  Statement  is  like  a 
Chinese  puzzle — very  pretty  to  look  at,  but  diffi- 
cult to  work ;  but  I  think  it  will  work  if  we 
are  serious  in  our  determination  gradually  to 
bring  our  borrowing  to  a  conclusion.  I  will 
not  trouble  the  House  further,  but  I  will 
merely  sum  up  the  position,  so  that  there  may 
be  no  mistake  about  it.  The  Government  are 
not  prepared  to  accept  the  amendment  pro- 
posed by  the  honourable  member  for  Dunedin 
Central.  They  were,  however,  prepared  to  go 
into  Committee  and  carefully  to  consider  each 
item,  not  resting  tacit  in  the  matter,  but  giving 
every  information  so  as  to  assist  the  Committee 
in  every  reasonable  reduction  which  it  may 
think  necessary ;  and  if  the  Committee  sees  its 
way  to  strike  off  a  certain  item,  if  it  says  it  will 
cut  off  the  Otago  Central  or  the  North  Island 
Trunk  line,  or  any  other  work,  or  if  it  says  it 
will  not  build  schools  this  year,  or  hospitals,  or 
gaols,  or  any  other  public  buildings,  then  we 
shall  be  prepared  to  take  out  of  the  schedule 
to  the  Loan  Bill  whatever  amount  would  have 
been  required  for  those  works ;  but  further  than 
that  the  Government  are  not  prepared  to  go. 
I  wish  the  House  to  clearly  understand  the 
position  the  Government  take  up. 

Sir  G.  GBEY. — Sir,  when  a  conquering  race 
enter  a  country  they  first  of  all  rob  the  i^abi- 
tants  of  their  land.  They  then  set  them  to 
work  upon  public  roads,  in  order  that  they  may 
render  valuable  to  their  conquerors  the  land 
which  has  been  taken  from  themselves.  Then, 
when  they  have  got  control  of  the  country, 
they  determine  to  bum  their  boats,  that 
they  may  remain  in  ^ssession,  and  that 
none  may  escape.  That  is  the  policy  of  burn- 
ing the  boats.  We  have  seen  it  illustrated 
in  America  by  the  Spaniards,  and  one  hoped 
that  such  a  scene  would  not  be  witnessed 
again  in  the  world.  Now,  I  beg  the  House  to 
remember  that  the  transactions  in  which  we 
are  engaged  to-night  are  very  real  tramssMS- 
tions,  and  very  sad  ones.  The  present  Govern- 
ment— and  I  appeal  to  the  House  to  bear  me 
out  whether  I  am  not  correct  in  this  —  have 
not,  during  the  present  session,  up  to  the  i>re- 
sent  time,  introduced  a  single  measure  which 
will  settle  the  difficulties  of  this  country — not 
a  single  measure  which  will  relieve  the  farmers 
tiom  distress,  or  which  will  benefit  the  indus- 
tries of  the  colony, — not  a  single  one.  On  the 
contrary  they  have  robbed  us  of  our  lands, 
they  have  robbed  the  people  extensively  of 
their  property,  and  have  avowed  that,  having 
so  robbed  them,  they  will  set  them  to  work  upon 
the  public  roads,  to  give  value  to  the  very  land 
which  they  have  handed  over  to  those  who  are 
the  conquerors  of  the  colony.  What  has  the 
honourable  gentleman  set  forth  to-night  ?  He 
is  following  out  a  policy  really  of  barbarians, 
althoughuey  are  sometimes  supposed  to  be 
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oivilised  mon.  I  ask,  is  not  that  a  true  desoiip- 
tlon  of  the  policy  which  we  have  had  brought 
before  us  this  session  7  And  now  the  Premier 
proposes  to  fix  the  necessary  expenditure  for 
three  years.  Did  be  not  say  in  distinct  words 
that  he  was  determined  to  make  the  sums  he 
borrowed  last  for  that  time — that  he  will  per- 
sist in  that,  even  though  he  knows  that  follow- 
ing out  that  line  of  policy  will  produce  great 
distress  in  the  country,  much  misery  in  the 
country,  and  although  he  knows  that  in  conse- 
quence of  that  distress  and  that  misery  great 
dissatisfaction  will  arise  7  What  does  this 
drastic  system  amount  to  7  Simply  to  burning 
the  boats,  so  that  none  shall  escape  from  the 
territory  which  he  is  reducing  to  ruin  and  to 
misery. 

Major  ATKINSON.— No ;  burning  the  boats 
is  stopping  the  borrowing. 

Sir  G.  GEEY.— He  distinctly  said  what  I 
am  repeating. 

Major  ATKINSON.— I  said,  Stop  the  further 
borrowing. 

Sir  G.  GREY.— Yes ;  that  was  it. 

Major  ATKINSON.— Hear,  hear. 

Sir  G.  GREY.— Precisely.  He  would  bor- 
row so  much,  spend  the  whole  of  it,  and 
produce  these  results ;  and  then,  by  burning 
the  boats,  prevent  other  people  from  leaving 
the  colony,  while  he  himself  would  fly  in 
some  skiff  from  the  country,  abandoning  his 
post,  and  leaving  the  blame  to  fall  upon  those 
who  would  be  compelled  to  take  his  place.  I 
appeal  to  the  whole  House :  is  not  that  the 
truth  ?  Is  it  not  a  just  and  true  deduction  to 
be  drawn  from  the  policy  which  the  honourable 
gentleman  puts  before  us  ?  He  said  he  would 
ruin  our  credit  in  the  London  market,  so  that 
we  should  not  be  able  to  borrow  any  further 
lums. 

Major  ATKINSON.— No ;  I  did  not  say  that 
at  all. 

Sir  G.  GREY. — What  was  the  meaning  of 
what  the  honourable  gentleman  said?  He 
said  positively  that  he  was  going  to  borrow  so 
much,  and  that  he  would  pledge  himself  that 
for  that  period  of  time  no  further  sums  should 
be  borrowed — that  is,  no  further  relief  should 
be  obtained  from  any  misery  he  might  create. 
Now,  that  is  the  policy  which  I  wish  to  expose. 
I  do  not  know  what  name  I  can  apply  to  such 
a  policy  as  that ;  but  I  wish  to  say  that  it  is 
not  a  policy  which  angels  would  recommend 
for  our  adoption.  It  is  a  policy  regardless 
of  the  welfare  of  the  people.  It  is  a  policy 
which  cannot  but  do  injury  to  the  colony.  He 
said  we  shall  carry  out  reductions  which  will 
injure  the  many. 

Major  ATKINSON.— No ;  I  never  said  that 
at  all. 

Sir  G.  GREY.— The  honourable  gentleman 
really  does  not  know  what  he  did  say.  I  say 
no  one,  except  a  person  devoid  of  reason,  or  a 
child,  could  have  stood  up  and  proposed  such  a 
policy  as  he  recommended  to  the  House.  I  say 
it  is  an  unfair  policy  in  all  respects.  Here  was 
the  other  policy  presented  to  him :  "  Let  us 
borrow  what  wo  conceive  to  be  necessary  for 
the  present;  let  us  oaay  out  all  reductions 
Sir  a.  Grey 


that  may  be  carried  out  without  injury  to  Qm 
colony — and  they  are  many ;  and  then  let  ns 
have  a  sufficient  sum  for  a  short  period  of 
time.  If  we  find  that  we  have  made  a  mis- 
take let  us  then  borrow  such  further  sums  as 
we  may  require  to  meet  the  emergencies  that 
may  arise."  We  bum  our  boats,  or  adopt  a 
boat-burning  policy  indeed — a  policy  which  is 
to  ruin  the  country,  and  to  drive  the  people 
from  it !  Does  he  helieve  that  any  sensible  man 
who  had  money  to  enable  him  to  escape  from 
the  country  would  fail  to  do  so  ?  Does  he  be- 
lieve that  the  labouring-classes,  if  they  thought 
that  a  policy  of  this  kind  was  to  be  adopted, 
would  not  fly  from  the  country  before  the  boats 
were  burned  7  And  what  resource  is  there  to  be 
left  open  to  thom?  I  put  that  to  the  House. 
They  are  to  be  handed  over  to  the  tender 
mercies  of  a  foreign  company,  and  are  to  be  pat 
by  that  foreign  company  to  work  upon  roads — 
on  land  that  belongs  to  themselves  as  the  people 
of  the  country.  They  will  bo  compelled  to 
render  their  own  lands  of  great  value  by  their 
own  labour,  and  then  see  those  lands  pass  away 
to  other  persons.  Then  reductions  are  to  be 
made,  which  will  compel  them  to  go  upon  these 
works.  Strangers  are  to  be  brought  in  to  form 
what  is  called  a  Railway  Board,  in  order  to  re- 
duce the  wages  of  the  labouring-people.  These 
Railway  Conunissioners  are  to  be  Drought  in 
to  act  as  buffers  between  the  Government 
and  the  people,  so  that  the  Government  may 
escape  the  reproaches  which  should  rest  upon 
them  for  what  they  are  now  doing.  People 
will  complain,  and  the  Premier  will  stand  up 
and  say,  "Not  upon  me  rests  the  blame. 
It  is  these  gentlemen  whom  I  have  pat 
into  these  offices  to  perform  this  work  who 
are  to  blame."  I  think  I  have  fairly  ex- 
posed the  new  policy  which  he  proposes  to 
adopt.  I  have  shown,  in  a  very  few  words,  that 
it  is  better  that  we  should  borrow  that  which 
we  actually  require  and  nothing  more.  Let  us 
try  the  experiment  of  these  reductions  which 
are  being  carried  out.  Let  us  see  that  they 
are  done  in  a  merciful  manner.  Let  us  pre- 
vent the  people  from  being  handed  over  to  this 
foreign  company.  I  say  that  we  should  act 
mercifully  in  regard  to  our  reductions,  and  that 
we  should  borrow  no  more  than  is  absolutely 
necessary  for  twelve  months,  and  then,  if  we 
find  we  have  made  a  mistake  and  have  not 
borrowed  all  we  require,  we  can  borrow  such 
further  sums  as  may  be  deemed  necessary. 
But  this  is  a  wild  policy,  borrowing  a  certain 
large  sum,  based  on  a  mere  guess  at  our 
wants,  and  giving  an  undertaking  to  borrow 
no  more  for  three  years.  It  is  burning  our 
boats.  I  say  that  it  is  a  barbarous  policy,  and 
one  which  this  House  ought  not  to  adopt.  I 
pray  honourable  gentlemen  on  the  Government 
benches  to  adopt  the  middle  course  which  has 
been  recommended  to  them.  Let  us  not  pledge 
ourselves  to  borrow  any  particular  sum  and  to 
stop  there ;  but  let  the  world  see  that  we  do  not 
borrow  a  single  penny  which  our  wants  do  not  re- 
quire. Let  us  notputinto  power,  and  keep  there, 
men  who  are  determined  to  embark  upon  the 
desperate  policy  the  nature  of  which  we  have 
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had  sketched  oat  to  ua.  For  I  say  distinctly 
tbat  if  the  boats  are  burned,  so  that  the  bulk  of 
the  people  cannot  escape,  the  Premier  will  dis- 
cover some  skiff  in  which  he  may  fly  from  the 
misery  that  he  has  created ;  and  that  others, 
who  take  the  places  of  himself  and  his  friends, 
wiU  have  to  bear  the  blame  of  his  conduct, 
as  they  have  had  to  do  in  former  years,  when 
he  has  relinquished  the  government  of  this 
country. 

Mr.  M.  J.  S.  MACKENZIE.— I  rise  to  make  a 
Tery  few  remarks  on  the  Public  Works  State- 
ment ;  and  I  feel  impelled  to  do  so  not 
so  much  because  I  wish  to  say  something 
as  because  I  have  something  to  say.  That 
something  may  not  be  very  important  —  I 
do  not  think  it  is ;  yet  it  is  necessary  to  me 
that  I  should  place  upon  record  the  views 
I  bold.  Still,  I  shall  nob  take  up  much  time, 
for  all  that  I  have  to  say  can  be  said  in  a 
very  few  minutes.  I  recognise.  Sir,  that  at 
this  period  of  the  session  it  is  not  of  much 
use  speaking  at  all.  Nothing  that  any  one 
can  say  now  is  likely  greatly  to  affect  the 
policy  now  before  us.  I  have  listened  to  both 
sides,  and  within  the  last  few  minutes  I 
have  listened  to  the  speech  of  the  Premier, 
taking  a  few  notes  ;  but  I  find  that  the 
honourable  member  for  Auckland  Central  has 
so  exhaustively  answered  that  honourable 
gentleman,  and  refuted  him  on  so  many 
points  on  which  he  placed  reliance,  that  I 
think  it  is  not  necessary  for  me  to  criticize 
him  at  any  length.  The  Premier,  towards 
the  close  of  his  speech,  said  something  to  the 
honourable  gentleman  who  moved  the  amend- 
ment, or  to  some  honourable  gentleman  oppo- 
site, to  this  effect :  He  asked  him  if  he  had 
considered  the  effect  of  stopping  the  public- 
works  policy  throughout  the  colony — if  he  had 
considered  that  it  would  increase  the  difficul- 
ties under  which  we  were  suffering.  I  con- 
sider that  in  that  sentiment  lies  the  whole  gist 
of  the  policy  he  has  now  laid  before  the  House. 
I  believe  that  his  policy  is  based  more  upon 
that  than  upon  any  other  consideration,  and 
that  the  Government,  and  probably  any  other 
Government  that  could  be  formed  from  the 
other  side  of  the  House,  do  borrow  and  will  con- 
tinue borrowing  for  no  other  reason  than  that 
they  ore  afraid  to  stop  it.  It  is  not  that  it 
could  not  be  stopped ;  it  is  that  they  are  afraid 
of  the  immediate  consequences  of  ceasing  to 
borrow.  I  think,  if  that  sentence  means  any- 
thing at  all,  it  means  that  we  are  going  on 
borrowing  for  borrowing's  sake.  But,  if  what 
the  Premier  says  is  true,  that  the  stoppage 
of  borrowing  will  cause  so  many  evils  in  this 
country  that  it  will  deepen  the  depression,  how 
then  is  he  justified  in  saying  to  honourable 
members  that  if  they  choose  to  cut  down  the 
loan  to  any  extent  they  please  he  will  accept 
the  reduction  ?  If  depression  vtrill  follow  the 
cessation  of  borrowing  to  the  extent  he  claims, 
then  I  say  that  he  ought  not  to  so  readily  ac- 
cept from  this  House  the  curtailment  of  these 
borrowing  proposals.  But  I  hold  that  no  such 
effect  will  follow  the  cessation  of  borrowing.  I 
do  not  believe  it  myself — ^I  never  did  believe 


it.  Then,  he  quite  forgot  that  the  cessation  of 
borrowing  will,  without  any  doubt,  have  the 
effect  of  making  this  country  ever  so  much 
more  attractive  to  capitalists,  who  would  be- 
come the  private  employers  out  here,  and  there 
is  no  comparison  between  the  Government  as 
an  employer  and  private  employers  through- 
out the  country.  Then,  so  far  as  concerns  the 
employment  of  labour,  the  honourable  gentle- 
man also  forgot  that  we  are  tu  have  lines  con- 
structed on  the  land-grant  system.  There  is  the 
East  and  West  Coast  Bailway,  which  he  has 
taken  under  bis  wing ;  and  a  Bill  has  recently 
been  passed  to  enable  the  Otago  Central  line  to 
be  constructed  on  the  same  principle ;  and  it  has 
also  been  proposed  to  construct  a  northern  line 
in  the  same  manner.  I  think  he  has  overlooked 
the  fact  that  many  lines  could  be  constructed 
in  the  same  way,  and  that  borrowing,  so  far  as 
these  lines  are  concerned,  might  cease,  and  yet 
the  lines  themselves  be  carried  on.  It  seemed 
to  me  that  when  the  Premier  made  what  was 
apparently  a  slip,  and  said  that  borrowing  was 
necessary  to  our  salvation,  he  really  meant  it, 
though  he  changed  the  expression  afterwards 
to  "  that  it  was  necessary  to  settlement." 

Major  ATKINSON.— I  did  not  say  borrow- 
ing ;  I  said  certain  works. 

Mr.  M.  J.  S.  MACKENZIE.— I  fail  to  see 
where  the  distinction  lies,  seeing  that  we  have 
to  borrow  to  make  the  works. 

An  Hon.  Meubsb. — Necessary  to  the  salva- 
tion of  the  Government  ? 

Mr.  M.  J.  S.  MACKENZIE.— I  did  not  say 
necessary  to  the  salvation  of  the  Government, 
although  that  probably  has  something  to  do 
with  it  also ;  but  I  think  the  expression  made 
use  of  was  not  so  much  a  mistake  as  might 
appear  at  first  sight,  but  that  the  honourable 
gentleman  thinks  a  continuation  of  the  borrow- 
ing policy  is  necessary  for  the  salvation  of 
the  country.  Now,  Sir,  about  this  policy  — 
the  policy  we  have  before  us — I  will  say  can- 
didly at  once  that  I  do  not  like  it.  From  first 
to  last  it  has  been  a  pill  which  I  have  en- 
deavoured to  swallow  to  the  best  of  my  ability. 
I  have  endeavoured  to  swallow  it  with  what 
my  honourable  friend  the  Minister  of  Educa- 
tion would  call  "  heroic  splendour."  I  notice 
that  the  House  takes  the  proposal  very  easily, 
and  that  the  country  also  takes  the  borrowing 
proposals  with  the  some  coolness. 

An  Hon.  Membeb. — No. 

Mr.  M.  J.  S.  MACKENZIE.— Well,  Sir,  I 
say  so  very  sadly  ;  it  appears  to  me  that  they 
do.  It  appears  to  me  that  there  is  very  little 
use  in  fighting  them.  A  few  months  ago  it 
appeared  likely  that  we  were  to  have  a  very 
different  state  of  affairs  here  ;  and  I  have  for 
some  time  past  been  speculating  upon  the 
reasons  for  the  change,  and  the  conclusion  I 
have  come  to  is  this  :  that  tbe  public  and  this 
House  are  led  off  the  scent ;  that  the  country,  as 
it  were,  has  its  mind  clouded  and  its  judgment 
led  astray  by  some  of  the  retrenchments  the 
Government  has  proposed  or  is  now  about 
carrying  out. 

An  Hon.  MnuBza. — They  are  not  done  yet. 

Mr.  M.  J.  S.  MACKENZIE.— No;   but  I 
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believe  that  they  are  very  honestly  attempted, 
and  are  going  to  be  done.  There  are  some 
upon  which  I  do  not  place  much  importance 
myself ;  but  I  think  the  one  item  of  retrench- 
ment that  has  led  the  country  astray  more 
than  anything  else  has  been  the  proposal  of 
the  Government  to  reduce  their  own  salaries. 
I  do  honestly  think  that.  I  do  not  say  for  one 
instant  that  the  Government  made  the  pro- 
posal for  that  purpose.  I  think  they  have 
done  it  very  honestly,  very  radically,  and  very 
well ;  but  it  has  had  that  effect  all  the  same. 
The  Government,  in  this  matter,  is  exactly  in 
the  position  of  an  author  who,  in  putting  forth 
a  book,  should  attach  to  it  a  very  modest  and 
self-depreciatory  preface.  It  has  the  effect  of 
disarming  criticism.  It  ought  not  to  do  so, 
but  it  does.  Their  proposal  to  reduce  their  own 
salaries  had  upon  the  country,  from  the  very 
beginning,  that  effect.  The  public  very  natu- 
rally said :  If  these  people  are  prepared  to  deal 
so  radically  with  themselves,  you  may  depend 
upon  it  everything  else  is  in  the  some  propor- 
tion. That  naturally  would  be  the  effect ;  and 
I  believe  it  has  been  the  effect  with  respect  to 
these  borrowing  proposals.  It  is  quite  true  that, 
like  the  preface  I  have  spoken  of,  the  act  ought 
to  disarm  truculent  criticism — ^it  ought  to  dis- 
arm all  criticism  of  that  sort ;  but  it  ought  not 
to  disarm  judicial  and  proper  criticism.  At 
any  rate  I  am  not  going  to  let  it  do  so  in  my 
case.  Before  I  say  much  about  the  borrowing 
proposals,  I  may  here  repeat  the  substance  of 
what  I  had  occasion  to  say  during  a  previous 
debate,  as  it  is  necessary  to  my  present  argu- 
ment. I  said  the  other  night  on  the  rail- 
way question  that  I  believe  what  is  wrong 
with  this  country  now  is  that  railway -con- 
struction has  outrun  the  population  and  trade 
of  the  country.  That  is  susceptible  of  al- 
most mathematical  proof ;  but  I  am  not  going 
over  the  entire  ground  again.  It  happens 
that  we  here  in  New  Zealand  have  got  the 
same  mileage  of  railway  that  they  have  in 
Victoria  and  New  South  Wales,  though  they 
have  doable  our  population.  The  Victorian 
railways  pay  4}  per  cent.,  and  the  New  South 
Wales  2^,  while  ours  pay  £2  6s.  per  cent. : 
that  is  to  say,  those  colonies,  with  double  our 
population  and  the  same  mileage  of  railway, 
pay  double  the  interest.  Therefore  it  is  quite 
clear  that  the  management  of  our  railways  is 
not  to  blame,  and  the  only  conclusion  that  any 
logical  mind  can  come  to  is  that  the  railways 
have  outrun  the  population  and  the  trade. 
Then,  again,  I  also  pointed  out — and  I  refer  to 
it  now  merely  for  the  purpose  of  argument— 
that  ever  since  1881  every  mile  we  have  added 
to  our  railway  system  has  almost  in  exact  pro- 
portion reduced  our  profits.  Therefore,  if  that 
IS  the  evil,  the  question  arises.  What  should 
be  the  cure  ?  And  I  venture  to  say  no  one  will 
dispute  that  we  ought  to  cease  railway-con- 
struction—so far,  that  is,  as  concerns  loans — 
and  let  the  population  and  trade  grow.  Now, 
these  being  my  views,  I  naturally  regard  with 
some  suspicion  any  attempt  to  unduly  expand 
the  public-works  policy  while  the  population 
is  all  bnt  stationary.  I  maintain  that  a  few 
Ur.  M.  J.  8.  l£achm%*i» 


months  a^o  this  colony  was  ripe  for  a  radical 
change  on  this  very  subject ;  and  I  maintain 
with  equal  confidence  that  no  radical  change  is 
indicated  in  the  Public  Works  Statement  that 
I  have  now  before  me.  It  follows  slavishly 
upon  the  old  lines,  with  this  difference 
alone :  that  it  has  dropped  out  of  the  general 
schedule  a  few  unimportant  railways ;  but  it 
keeps  all  others  going,  and  proposes  tolerable 
sums — some  small  and  some  large — of  bor- 
rowed money  to  be  dribbled  away  over  a  cer- 
tain number  of  years,  with,  however,  the 
intention  of  reducing  them  as  time  goes  on 
until  they  reach  what  is  called  the  vanishing- 
point.  Now,  although  the  vanishing-point  is 
mentioned,  there  is  nothing  at  all  to  show  that 
it  is  going  to  be  reached  for  many  many  years : 
in  fact,  it  is  doubtful  if  it  will  be  reached, 
according  to  the  lines  of  the  Public  Works  State- 
ment, within  this  generation.  Can  any  one  be- 
lieve that  the  expenditure  upon  ourpablic  works 
will  be  reduced  at  anything  like  the  rate  which 
the  Public  Works  Statement  professes  it  will 
be  ?  Have  we  anything  to  guide  us  in  coming 
to  a  conclusion  upon  the  matter  ?  I  say  that  we 
have  almost  absolute  proof  in  the  history  of  the 
past  that  such  will  not  be  the  case ;  that  we  are 
doomed  to  failure  in  the  future  as  in  the  past. 
And  I  think  we  can  get  that  proof  if  we  take 
the  trouble  to  compare  the  Financial  State- 
ment of  1882  with  that  of  the  present  year. 
I  select  the  Financial  Statement  of  1883, 
simply  because  it  was  the  Financial  Statement 
introduced  by  the  honourable  gentleman  who- 
is  now  at  the  head  of  the  Government,  and 
therefore,  dealing  with  proposed  loans,  it 
affords  us  some  sort  of  guide  by  which  we 
can  judge  the  value  of  the  present  proposals. 
Now,  I  venture  to  assert  that  if  I  were  t» 
read  out  promiscuously  extracts  from  the 
Financial  Statement  of  1882  and  that  of  18ST 
there  are  very  few  members  in  this  House 
who  would  be  able  to  say  at  the  moment  which 
of  those  Statements  I  was  quoting  from.  It  is 
not  only  that  the  ideas  are  the  same,  and  that 
the  arguments  are  the  same ;  but  we  have  al- 
most the  ipsissima  verba.  I  have  taken  the 
trouble  to  run  out  in  parallel  columns  some  ex- 
tracts from  these  two  Statements.  We  have  in 
the  Statement  of  1882  arguments  showing  the 
necessity  and  advisableness  of  the  loan,  all  of 
which  are  applicable  to  the  present  State- 
ment, and  are  embodied  to  some  extent  in  it. 
We  have  here  in  the  Statement  of  1882, — 

"  From  the  past  wo  should  take  warning,  and 
proceed  at  a  very  much  more  moderate  pace 
than  we  have  been  doing  upon  the  average  tor 
the  past  ten  years.  We  must  confine  car- 
selves,  in  borrowed  money,  to  works  of  neces- 
sity, or  to  works  which  are  directly  reproduc- 
tive." 

Then  we  have  the  some  necessity  for  modera- 
tion in  1887  :— 

"  We  want  so  to  shape  our  public- works  ex- 
penditure as  to  be  able  to  cease  borrowing 
entirely  at  an  early  date.  We  want  first,  and 
at  once,  to  reduce  this  expenditure,  to  reduce 
it  largely,  and  to  reduce  it  at  a  constantly- 
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increasing  rate,  so  as  practically  and  within  a 
short  time  to  reach  the  vanishing-point." 
That  is  the  vanishing-point  of  which  I  have 

Xken.  Then  there  are  a  few  arguments 
ut  the  necessity  of  the  loan.  We  have  in 
1882,— 

"  The  Government,  then,  taking  into  con- 
sideration all  the  circumstances  of  the  colony, 
and  acting  upon  the  principles  which  I  have 
just  laid  down,  have  determined,  Sir,  to  pro- 
pose to  Parliament  a  loan  of  £3,000,000  to  be 
raised,  and  expended  at  a  rate  not  exceeding 
£1,000,000  per  annum." 

Then,  in  1887,— 

"The  Government  therefore,  though  with 
great  reluctance,  recommend  that  authority 
should  be  granted  for  a  loan,  during  the  present 
session,  of  £1,000,000,  to  be  raised  at  such  time 
as  under  all  circumstances  the  Government 
may  deem  most  favourable." 

It  will  be  observed  that  the  difference  is,  in 
one  case  the  Government,  after  a  great  deal 
of  "consideration"  agree  to  this,  and  in  the 
other  the  Government  express  very  "great  re- 
luctance," for  there  is  always  a  great  deal  of 
reluctance  where  a  loan  is  to  be  raised.  Then, 
I  have  extracts  about  tying  up ;  and  these,  I 
think,  are  really  very  remarkable.  First  of  all, 
in  1882,  we  have  this  : — 

"  My  honourable  colleague  the  Minister  for 
Public  Works,  when  he  makes  the  Public  Works 
Statement,  will  inform  the  Committee  in  de- 
tail of  the  items  of  the  proposed  expenditure, 
and  of  the  mode  by  which  we  hope  to  confine 
the  expenditure  to  specific  works  determined 
upon  by  Parliament  before  the  money  is  bor- 
rowed." 

Then,  in  1887,— 

"  If  Parliament  agrees  to  this,  we  shall  ask 
that  the  purpose  of  this  loan  shall  be  distinctly 
defined ;  that  no  new  undertakings  shall  be 
put  in  hand  ;  and,  further,  that  we  shall  give  a 
distinct  pledge  that  no  more  borrowing  will  take 
place  for  three  years  from  March,  1888." 

In  this  case,  after  having  shown  the  House  the 
necessity  for  moderation,  we  were  told  in  1882 
that  they  were  going  to  confine  the  expenditure 
within  a  million  a  year.  I  would  ask,  what 
about  the  million  a  year  to  which  the  borrow- 
ing was  going  to  be  confined  ?  Why,  according 
to  one  of  the  tables  in  the  Public  Works  State- 
ment the  Government  itself  gave  the  figures, 
showing  that  the  amount  within  the  period  the 
honourable  gentleman  was  in  ofiice  was,  on  an 
average,  about  £1,300,000  a  year;  so  that  the 
question  naturally  arises.  If  the  honourable 
gentleman  could  not  confine  the  borrowing 
within  his  million,  then  how  is  he  likely  to  con- 
fine it  within  £750,000  now?  If  we  were  to 
judge  by  all  that  has  been  said  upon  the  sub- 
ject of  tying  up,  every  loan  we  borrow  ought 
to  be  tied  up  with  a  thousand  knots ;  but,  some- 
how, these  Knots  were  loosened  as  fast  as  we 
tied  them.  I  do  not  see  anything  in  this  Bill 
that  is  calculated  to  tie  up  the  loan  at  all.  I 
wish  to  give  it  as  my  opinion,  and  to  state 
most  emphatically,  that,  looking  to  the  stereo- 
typed phrases  used  in  those  Statements,  it 
is  high  time  the  mould  in  which  this  wild  bor- 
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rowing  Statement  is  cast  should  be  broken 
up,  and  the  type  scattered  to  the  four  winds 
of  heaven.  It  is  evident  the  type  is  still 
there.  I  have  listened  to  the  speeches  on  both 
sides  of  the  House,  and  I  have  heard  the  leader 
of  the  Opposition  and  the  Premier  arguing 
hotly  about  the  balances  that  are  in  hand,  and 
about  the  expenditure  we  ought  to  make  within 
the  next  few  years  ;  but  the  arguments  on  both 
sides  are  based  upon  the  assumption  that,  under 
any  circumstances,  whatever  the  rate  may  be, 
borrowing  must  go  on  in  some  shape  or  form. 
Nothing  satisfactory  have  we  heard  about  the 
desirableness  of  stopping  borrowing  altogether; 
and  the  reason  is  very  plain  :  It  is  because  ws 
have  been  running  in  a  rut  for  seventeen  long 
years,  and  those  two  gentlemen  have  been 
closely  associated  with  the  government  during 
that  period.  We  have  been  keeping  in  a  rut 
for  seventeen  years,  and  it  is  not  to  be  wondered 
at  if  at  the  end  of  that  period  wo  cannot  help 
the  wheels  of  the  Government  out  of  it ;  and  I 
do  not  think  either  of  those  two  honourable 
gentlemen  proposes  to  do  so.  Every  one  will 
admit  that  borrowing  in  any  civilised  coun- 
try under  any  circumstances  ought  to  be  but 
a  mere  chapter  in  the  book  of  a  nation's 
history,  and  not  the  history  itself.  It  ought  to 
be  an  incident  in  the  life  of  a  nation,  and  not 
the  life  itself.  But,  according  to  the  principles 
we  go  upon  in  this  colony  now,  the  leader  of 
the  Opposition  and  the  Premier  have  taken  it 
for  granted  that  we  must  have  a  loan  at  such 
periods  as  will  enable  us  to  have  a  certain 
amount  of  loan-money  to  spend  every  year.  - 
Now,  I  think  it  must  be  admitted  that 
the  very  same  arguments,  the  aims,  and  the 
hopes,  and  the  expectations  which  are  ex- 
pressed now,  will,  at  the  end  of  three  years, 
be  expressed  again ;  because  I  feel  perfectly 
satisfied  that,  so  far  as  concerns  the  amount 
of  the  loan  and  the  expenditure  of  loan-money, 
before  the  end  of  the  three  years  and  a  haJf 
there  will  be  the  same  failure  then  as  there- 
has  been  in  the  past.  Of  that  I  have  very 
little  doubt.  We  were  to  keep  within  a 
million.  We  spent  £1,300,000.  Now  we  are 
to  keep  within  £750,000,  and  it  is  easy  enough 
to  see  what  will  be  the  result.  And  what  is 
the  prospect  before  us?  It  is  just  this:  It 
appears  to  me  the  Gover.iment  have  arranged 
the  thing  so  that  for  three  years  and  a  half 
they  will  have  enough  money  to  keep  thent ' 
going  on  comfortably ;  and  it  is  natural,  I  sup- 
pose, for  any  Government  to  look  at  its  own  life 
and  that  alone.  Three  years  is  about  the  natu- 
ral term  of  a  Government's  life  in  this  country; 
and  what  will  be  the  result  before  the  three 
years  are  over, — possibly  at  the  end  of  two?' 
In  two  or  three  years'  time  the  Government, 
for  some  reason  or  another  which  we  cannot 
now  foresee,  will  be  overthrown.  And  what 
will  the  new  Government  find  ?  The  same  old 
story — that  contracts  have  been  entered  into,, 
that  there  are  liabilities  to  meet,  large  and  im- 
portant works  to  finish ;  and  they  will  inmie- 
diately  demand  another  loan.  Of  that  I  have 
no  doubt  whatever.  It  will  be  a  re-enactment- 
of  practically  the  same  thing.    I  have  said  I  d» 
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not  like  these  proposals,  and  in  saying  so  I  have 
spoken  the  simple  truth.  It  seems  to  me,  after 
the  exhibition  we  have  had  to-night — I  do  not 
nse  the  word  cfiensively,  but  after  the  exhibi- 
tion we  have  had  to-night,  both  from  the  Pre- 
mier and  the  leader  of  the  Opposition,  over  this 
question  of  borrowing,  and  looking  to  the  State- 
ments made  in  the  past  when  their  positions 
were  transposed,  it  appears  to  me  as  if,  on  this 
question  of  borrowing,  every  leader  when  in 
opposition  says,  like  the  celebrated  Israelite  of 
old,  "  Is  thy  servant  a  dog,  that  he  should  do 
this  thing?"  But  when  that  Israelite  became 
king  he  did  the  very  same  thing.  The  Premier 
and  the  leader  of  the  Opposition  have  done 
the  same  thing.  As  soon  as  the  leader  of  the 
Opposition  becomes  Premier  he  rushes  into 
borrowing  as  naturally  as  possible,  and  keeps  it 
going  just  as  his  predecessor  has  done.  My 
own  opinion — and  I  never  disguised  it;  I  said  it 
before  the  country,  and  say  so  now — my  own 
opinion  is  that  it  is  high  time  the  public- works 
policy  was  absolutely  wound  up,  strangled.  It 
was  never  in  tended  originally  to  go  the  length  it 
has  gone.  It  is  time  the  Government  proposals 
should  go  this  far,  at  any  rate :  They  should 
say,  "  VVe  propose  to  wind  up  the  second  period 
of  our  public-works  policy," — because  this  is 
the  second  period.  The  first  period  was  for 
ten  years;  but  before  the  ten  years  were  out 
it  happened,  most  unfortunately,  most  disas- 
trously for  this  colony,  that  the  portfolio  of 
Public  Works  was  in  the  hands  of  my  late 
much-lamented  friend  Mr.  James  Hacandrew. 
I  g^  it  was  an  unfortunate  thing  the  portfolio 
of  Public  Works  was  then  in  my  late  friend's 
bajids,  because  he  started  the  ball  rolling 
again ;  and  the  present  leader  of  the  Oppo- 
sition gave  it  a  fresh  roll  in  1884.  It  was 
never  intended  to  go  to  the  length  it  has 
gone  now,  and  all  the  circumstances  demand 
the  winding  -  up  of  the  second  period  of  it. 
The  Premier,  in  the  course  of  his  speech  to- 
night, said,  in  reply  to  some  honourable  mem- 
bers, that  they  had  not  entered  into  particulars 
with  regard  to  any  of  these  lines  as  to  what 
should  be  done  away  with  and  what  gone  on 
with.  I  do  not  think  it  is  the  duty  of  any 
honourable  gentleman  or  of  the  House  to  take 
that  line  at  all,  and  I  blame  the  Government 
very  much  for  the  spirit  in  which  they  have 
come  before  the  House  with  their  proposals.  I 
should  be  very  glad  to  see  the  loan  reduced,  but 
I  do  not  see  much  chance  of  getting  it  done  ; 
and  it  is  not  to  be  expected,  nnless  the  Govern- 
ment were  to  do  what  they  have  not  done,  and 
that  is,  have  tho  nerve  to  come  down  to  the 
House  and  tell  us  what  railways  ought  to  be  car- 
ried on  absolutely  and  what  left  out.  Instead 
of  that,  they  have  left  it  to  the  House,  and 
say  they  will  reduce  their  loan  accordingly 
afterwards.  I  maintain  that  they  should  have 
led  the  House  in  the  matter.  Amongst  these 
lines,  I  think  some  one  mentioned  the  North 
Island  Trunk  lino,  and  I  have  no  hesitation  in 
saying  that  that  line  ought  not  to  be  carried 
any  further.  I  have  myself  advocated  that 
line  in  the  past,  and  I  would  advocate  it  now  if 
the  colony  were  in  a  position  to  carry  it  on; 
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but  I  do  not  think  it  is  in  that  position,  and, 
although  it  may  be  carried  on  at  some  future 
time,  I  think  no  more  money  should  be  spent 
on  it  now  than  ir  in  hand  for  the  purpose.  I 
do  not  speak  about  that  line  because  there  is 
one  in  my  district  which  is  to  be  prosecuted.  It 
must  be  home  in  mind  that  the  Otago  Central 
line  has  been  practically  abandoned  beyond 
Middlemorch,  and  that  distance  is  only  a  very 
small  portion  of  it.  The  original  length  of 
line  authorised  to  be  made  was  163  miles,  and 
Itliddlemarch  is  only  forty  miles;  while  all 
beyond  that  is  to  be  carried  on  under  the  Bill 
of  the  honourable  member  for  the  Dunstan. 
That  shows  that  the  representatives  of  Otago 
are  not  acting  selfishly.  By  consenting  to 
support  the  Bill  of  the  honourable  member 
for  the  Dunstan  they  are  permitting  the  Go- 
vernment to  confide  to  private  enterprise,  be- 
yond Middlemarch,  the  prosecution  of  a  rail- 
way which  has  great  claims  on  the  colony. 
Surely  sacrifices  should  not  be  demanded 
from  them  alone !  But  I  think  there  are 
other  lines  which  should  be  placed  in  the  same 
position.  There  is  the  line  from  Helensville 
northward,  which  I  think  ought  not  to  be 
prosecuted  any  further  ;  and  I  have  no  hesita- 
tion in  saying  that  the  unexpended  balance  for 
that  line  should  be  used  not  for  the  benefit  of 
any  particular  place,  but  for  such  purposes  as 
will  be  desirable  for  the  interest  of  the  whole 
colony — that  is  to  say,  on  lines  which  on  im- 
partial tribunal  should  say  ought  to  be  carried 
on  for  that  purpose.  It  appears  to  me,  from 
the  evidence  before  us,  that  no  Government 
can  stand  in  Now  Zealand  without  a  loan.  I 
shall  not  dilate  on  the  reasons  for  this ;  but  it 
appears  to  me  that  that  is  the  position,  and 
the  borrowing  now  proposed  will  entail  so  much 
more  borrowing  that  it  will  amount  in  the  end 
to  some  four  or  five  millions  altogether.  We 
have,  first  of  all,  this  loan ;  then  there  is  the 
North  Island  Trunk  Loan,  which  is  already 
authorised;  and  then,  inevitably,  the  floating 
debt  of  half  a  million  will  have  to  be  re- 
funded; and  then  the  North  Island  Trunk 
line  has  been  under-estimated  by  a  million  and 
a  quarter,  and  the  ordinary  under -estimates 
of  other  lines  will  make  up  another  half- 
million.  Then,  again,  when  these  lines  have 
been  carried  to  a  certain  point  it  will  b«  found 
necessary  to  carry  them  still  farther.  Take, 
for  instance,  the  Helensville  line.  I  think 
there  are  only  about  four  miles  formed,  and  to 
carry  it  to  the  terminus  as  originally  proposed 
will  take  £640,000.  They  propose  to  take  it 
four  miles  farther  now,  then  another  four  miles, 
and  when  it  has  gone  to  that  point  it  will  have 
to  be  taken  still  farther ;  and  so  on  till  the  end 
of  time,  or  until  some  Government  has  courage 
to  come  down  with  a  proposal  to  mark  finality 
to  this  second  period  of  our  public-works  policy. 
I  have  only  a  word  or  two  to  say  on  the  othec 
port  of  the  loan,  which  is  to  be  devoted  to  roads 
and  bridges  and  telephones,  and  so  on.  Of 
course  some  expenditure  will  be  necessary  on 
all  these  things ;  but  I  think  we  are  providing 
things  which  are  really  luxuries,  but  which, 
from  long  practice,  we  have  come  to  look  upon 
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as  necessaries.  Tbere  is  a  great  deal  spent  on 
roads  which  should  not  be  spent  at  all.  There 
has  been  money  spent  on  opening  up  Crown 
lauds  for  sale,  and  we  have  got  accustomed  to 
that  expenditure  and  cannot  do  without  it ;  but 
it  is  only  seven  or  eight  years  ago  that  the 
practice  began,  and  before  it  commenced  we 
sold  more  land  and  had  more  settlement  than 
there  has  ever  been  since.  But  it  is  regarded 
as  a  necessity  now ;  and  so  it  is  with  the  money 
spent  on  other  things  which  formerly  were  re- 
garded as  luxuries.  I  have  only  to  say,  in  con- 
'Clusion,  that,  so  far  as  retrenchment  goes,  we 
have  had  some  measures  of  retrenchment ;  but  I 
think  many  of  these  measures  are  mere  baga- 
telles compared  with  what  could  be  done  in 
retrenching  our  borrowing,  because  it  is  the 
system  of  borrowing  which  necessitates  re- 
trenchment, and  so  long  as  we  keep  up  borrow- 
ing we  shall  be  face  to  face  with  retrenchment 
and  distress.  Therefore  I  say  the  first  thing  to 
do  is  to  bring  down  proposals  to  set  a  reason- 
able limit  to  borrowing,  and  these,  I  maintain, 
we  have  not  had  yet.  I  do  not  see  how  the 
4unendment  of  the  honourable  member  for  Dun- 
«din  Central  can  possibly  be  accepted,  because, 
-when  he  moves  that  the  loan  be  cut  down  to 
half  a  million,  he  attaches  no  provision  which 
closes  the  door  to  the  London  money-market ; 
and,  if  that  is  the  case,  we  do  not  gain  much 
by  limiting  the  borrowing.  I  hope  that  when 
we  are  in  Committee  on  the  pubUc-works  esti- 
mates honourable  members,  disregarding  any 
local  or  particular  consideration,  will  proceed 
vigorously  to  cut  down  expenditure  to  such  an 
extent  as  will  admit  of  a  reduction  of  the  loan 
by  something  not  far  short  of  half  a  million ; 
and  if  the  Committee  does  that  it  will  have 
done  the  finest  work  that  has  ever  yet  been 
done  in  Kew  Zealand.  Still,  I  think  the 
<}ovemment  are  very  much  to  blatme  for  lack- 
ing at  this  juncture  the  courage  to  say  that 
this  public -works  policy  shall  cease.  They 
have  not  done  so,  and,  instead,  have  followed 
slavishly  in  the  lines  of  their  predecessors. 

Mr.  W.  P.  REEVES.— Sir,  I  have  listened  to 
a  speech  to-night  that  we  have  expected  for 
some  time — the  speech  delivered  by  the  honour- 
able member  for  Mount  Ida.  I  listened  to  it 
with  great  interest,  with  some  pleasure,  and 
with  a  great  deal  6f  pain ;  and  this  is  what  I 
would  say  of  it :  Words,  words,  words  t  Sir,  the 
country  will  never  be  saved  bywords,  especially 
where  those  words  run  so  distinctly  counter  to 
'deeds.  We  have  heard  that  honourable  gentle- 
man this  evening,  and  we  have  heard  the 
honourable  member  for  Wallace  this  evening, 
and  I  venture  to  say  that  a  more  extraordinary 
or  humiliating  spectacle  has  seldom  been  wit- 
nessed in  this  House.  How  they  do  crouch 
under  the  whip  of  their  lord  and  master !  How 
they  do  wince  and  flinch  as  they  feel  that  thong 
cut  into  their  loins  I  What  capers  they  per- 
form I  What  an  amusing  spectacle  it  is  for  the 
Opposition  I — amusing  if  it  were  not  that  in 
this  way  we  see  how  the  verdict  of  the  country 
is  disregarded.  The  honourable  member  for 
Mount  Ida,  methiuks,  doth  protest  too  much 
this  evening.    He  made  an  excellent  speech  in 


one  direction,  and  followed  it  up  by  acting  in 
precisely  the  opposite  direction.  Now,  he  may 
possibly  think  that  bis  words  will  go  to  the 
country,  and  be  of  some  weight  in  the  nation, 
and  that  his  actions  will  be  thought  very 
little  of.  If  that  is  his  opinion,  it  speaks  very 
little  for  the  value  which  he  attaches  to  his  ac- 
tion. But  the  country,  like  this  House,  thinks 
that  deeds  ore  of  more  importance  than  words, 
and  looks  not  so  much  to  what  these  honour- 
able gentlemen  say  as  to  what  they  do.  I 
suppose  the  honourable  gcntlenum  tries  in  his 
own  conscience  to  square  what  he  says  in 
with  what  he  does  —  tries  to  square  his  de- 
nouncing what  he  declares  to  be  a  wrong  with 
his  supporting  that  wrong.  I  must  say,  to  give 
the  honourable  gentleman  credit,  he  is  very 
loud  in  denouncing  the  wrong.  Like  Ancient 
Pistol,  he  eats  the  leek,  but  he  says,  "I  eat, 
and  eke  I  swear ; "  and  he  swore  with  all 
his  heart  and  soul.  But,  though  he  swore, 
yet  he  chewed  every  morsel  of  the  unsavoury 
vegetable,  till  it  all  went  down  at  one  gulp. 
But,  to  do  the  honourable  gentleman  justice, 
he  not  only  said  he  did  not  like  it  but  he  looked 
all  along  as  if  he  did  not  like  it.  The  honour- 
able gentleman,  and  those  who  think  and  act 
like  him,  stultify  not  only  themselves,  but 
they  stultify  themselves  and  the  verdict  of  the 
country  at  the  recent  elections.  What  did 
these  honourable  gentlemen — that  new  party  of 
which  the  honourable  member  for  Mount  Ida 
is  so  distinguished  a  light— do  ?  What  doctrine 
did  they  go  about  the  country  preaching,  from 
Invercargill  to  the  Bay  of  Islands?  It  was 
"  Measures,  not  men ; "  and  they  came  here, 
and  never  did  we  see  a  more  remarkable 
exemplification  of  "  Men,  not  measures."  Time 
after  time  they  have  got  up  and  voted  for  mea- 
sures which  they  not  only  knew  to  be  wrong, 
but  which  they  had  previously  declared  to  be 
wrong.  And  for  what  reason  ?  Simply  to  keep 
one  man  in  power  and  to  keep  another  man 
out  of  power.  And  that  is  the  lamentable  and 
deplorable  result  of  the  great  doctrine  of  "  Mea- 
sures, and  not  men."  If  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Mount  Ida  meant  what  he  said  to-night 
— and  we  all  know  that  he  did — he  meant  that 
the  policy  he  is  going  to  support  is  positively 
ruining  this  country.  Not  only  has  he  said  it 
to-night,  but  it  has  been  dinned  into  our  ears 
for  the  last  six  months  from  a  hundred  plat- 
forms, and  we  have  seen  it  in  a  thousand 
leading  articles :  tlie  country  has  been  deluged 
with  pamphlets  and  afflicted  with  speeches 
until  the  electors  have  been  nearly  dead  with 
indigestion.  The  party  of  drastic  retrench- 
ment did  carry  the  elections— we  admit  that 
— and  a  great  majority  of  them  were  returned 
to  this  House ;  and  the  result  of  it  all  is  that, 
in  order  to  keep  one  man  in  power  and  another 
man  out,  they  themselves  swallow  what  they 
have  been  trying  to  make  us  swallow  for  the 
last  six  months.  Now,  I  am  not  in  the  posi- 
tion of  the  honourable  member  for  Mount  Ida. 
I  came  here  as  a  party  man,  and,  of  course,  I 
support  one  side  and  vote  against  another 
side ;  but  I  am  not  to  be  judged  by  the  same 
laws  as  those  honourable  gentlemen  who  stood 
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up  before  the  country  and  denoonced  party,  and 
declared  for  "  measures,  and  not  men,"  aa  the 
only  thing  that  could  save  New  Zealand.    But 
if  they  hod  told  the  country  at  the  last  elec- 
tions that  they  were  coming  here  and  tvere 
going  to  be  led  to  vote  in  favour  of  what  they 
BO  strenuously  denounced  week  after  week,  if 
they  had  told  the  country  at  the  hustings  that 
the  "  bogey"  of  Vogel  was  going  to  frighten  them 
into  ruining  the  country,  do  you  think  they 
would   have   carried    the    elections,  or  would 
have  come  back  hero  7    This  "  bogey  "  of  Vogel 
is  one  of  the  most  childish  and  despicable 
means  of  frightening  grown  men  into  acting 
like  children  that  I  think  New  Zealand  has 
ever  seen.    I  agree  with  a  great  deal  that  the 
honourable  member  for  Mount  Ida  told  us, 
but  I  do  not  agree  with  all.    It  seems  to  me 
that  the  honourable  gentleman's  opinions,  his 
words,  his  doctrines,  are  very  different  from 
his  actions — I  was  almost  going  to  say  his 
actions  are  different   from   his   actions.     It 
seems  to  me  that  the  honourable  gentleman 
laid,  in  speaking,  too   much   stress   upon  re- 
trenchment, and  that  he  would  push  his  hobby 
— his  pet  notion — further  than  it  is  practi- 
cable to  press  it.     He  is  a  man  who,  if  he 
acts  up  to  his  doctrines,  ought  to  be  the  most 
irreconcilable  opponent  the  Premier  has  in  this 
House.    He  is  not  only  against  excessive  rail- 
ways ;   but  he  is  like  the  Irishman  who  was 
"  agin'  the  Government " — he  is  againstrailways 
and  public  works  altogether.    He  gave  us  a 
most  sensible  and  logical  speech,  showing  that 
the  country  is  going  to  ruin  because  it  has  got 
too  many  railways ;  he  says  we  ought  not  to 
have  any  more,  and  that  ihe  only  way  to  save 
the  country  is  to  stop  the  railways.    Aiid  then, 
after  telling  us  to  stop  all  railways,  he  tells  us 
that  the  Otago  Central  is  a  most  inestimable 
and  valuable  work,  and  that  this  overburdened 
and  over-railroaded  country  ought  to  have  one 
more  railway  inflicted  on  it,  and  that  is  the 
Otago  Central.    Not  only  is  the  Otago  Central 
to  be  made,  but — if  I  understand  aright  the 
policy  of  the  honourable  gentleman  and  those 
who  think  with  him  and  have  written  with  him 
for  months  post — there  are  other  great  railways 
to  be  made  by  this  land-grant  system ;  and, 
instead  of  waiting  for  our  trade  and  popula- 
tion to  grow  up  to  the  level  of  our  railways, 
our  railways  are  to  be  pushed  on  faster  than 
ever — but  by  the  land-grant  system.    Is  that 
logical?    I  say  it  is  not.    It  is  not  a  question 
of  getting  more  loan-money  or  not  getting  more 
— it  is  a  question  of  whether  we  have  too  many 
railways  or  not.    And  if,  as  the  honourable 
gentleman  says,  the  country  is  already  over- 
roilrooded,  what  folly  it  is  to  give   away  the 
public  estate  of  the  people  of  New  Zealand  in 
order  to  construct  more,  when  they  have  too 
many  already!    I  am  not  one  of  those  who 
think  that  New  Zealand  can  be  saved  by  rail- 
ways.   We  have  made  railways  and  made  rail- 
ways and  made  railways  for  the  last  seventeen 
years.    Eight  years  ago  we  were  reduced  to  a 
state  of  depression  almost  as  deep  as  that  pre- 
vailing now,  and  an  opportunity  was  afiorded 
than  to  stop  the  public-works  policy,  or  to  begin 
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the  policy  of  retrenchment  about  which  we  a>» 
talking  to-day.  When  the  Grey  Government 
went  out  in  1879  the  colony  had  a  scaxe; 
and  if  the  present  Premier,  who  waa  then 
Colonial  Tree^urer,  had  chosen  to  do  then  what 
he  talks  of  doing  now,  I  think  he  would  have 
had  the  country  with  him,  and  he  might  have 
stopped  the  public -works  policy,  or,  at  aoT 
rate,  have  tapered  it  off  very  rapidly.  He  did 
not  choose  to  do  that,  but  he  went  on  with  Um 
public-works  policy,  and  year  after  year  sincft 
it  has  been — Borrow,  borrow,  borrow,  in  the  hope- 
of  reviving  our  lost  prosperity.  We  have  been. 
hunting  after  the  phantom  prosperity,  and 
hoping  to  bring  it  back  by  bringing  more  and 
more  borrowed  money  into  the  country ;  and  aa 
we  have  borrowed  million  after  million,  so  the 
distress  has  increased,  and  we  have  gone  further 
and  further  down  the  hill.  I  am  not  one  of 
those  who  think  New  Zealand  can  be  saved  by 
railways  ;  nor  do  I  think  that  pushing  on  the 
present  railways  we  have  in  hand  or  not  push- 
ing them  on  will  either  diminish  or  increase 
very  materially  the  distress  in  the  country. 
The  evil  has  sunk  too  deep  for  that.  I  would 
draw  tlie  attention  of  the  Premier  to  this :  that 
it  is  in  precisely  those  districts  in  which  there 
is  and  has  been  the  least  expenditure  of  public 
money  going  on,  and  where  it  is  now  proposed 
to  spend  least,  that  the  distress  is  the  greatest 
and  most  acute.  Toko  the  Provincial  District  of 
Canterbury,  for  instance,  where  there  has  been 
no  public-works  exx>enditure  worth  speaking 
of  for  some  years,  and  where  none  is  proposed 
now,  yet  it  is  perfectly  well  known  that  that  dis- 
trict has  the  unenviable  pre-eminence  of  being, 
I  suppose,  the  most  distressed  district  in  JKew 
Zealand.  So,  if  the  distress  is  to  be  remedied 
by  public  works  in  any  part  of  New  Zealand,  it 
is  certain  that  the  remedy  is  to  be  applied  in 
those  districts  where  the  evil  least  exiscs — in 
those  parts  which  are  most  prosperous  and 
where  there  is  the  least  distress,  it  is  there  that 
the  Premier  proposes  to  push  on  the  railways 
most  actively.  Take  the  Provincial  District  of 
Wellington  as  an  instance.  Here  railways  are 
to  be  pushed  on  in  Monawatu  and  in  Waira- 
rapa ;  while  in  Canterbury,  where  the  distress  is 
very  great,  the  railway  system  is  not  to  be 
pushed  on. 

An  Hon.  Heubeb. — You  have  the  Midlxind 
railway. 

Mr.  W.  P.  BEEVES.— I  am  talking  now  of 
railways  to  be  constructed  by  public  loan- 
money.  The  Treasurer  says  he  must  borrow, 
lest  we  should  intensify  the  distress  in  the 
country ;  and  I  wish  to  point  out  that,  so  fat 
as  his  policy  goes,  it  is  in  precisely  those  dis- 
tricts of  the  colony  where  the  distress  is  greatest 
that  his  proposed  remedy  and  preventire  is  not 
to  be  applied.  There  his  remedy  cannot  be 
efiective  one  way  or  the  other.  I  do  not  think 
making  a  small  bit  of  railway  here  and  a  mile 
or  two  there  will  remove  the  distress  New  Zea- 
land is  suffering  under  ;  it  is  far  too  deep  for 
that.  The  only  remedy  that  I  and  a  great 
many  other  honourable  gentlemen  can  see  is 
to  stimulate  native  industries  by  a  really  pro- 
tective tarifi.     Of  coarse  there  are  gentlemen 
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here  who  laugh  at  such  a  proposal ;  but  there 
are  a  larger  number  who  consider  that  the 
only  real  remedy  for  New  Zealand  lies  in  that. 
A  distinct  majority  in  this  House  believe  in 
that,  and  if  it  were  not  for  the  Vogel  "  bogey  " 
that  policy  would  be  taken  in  hand  this  session 
without  a  week's  delay.  The  voice  of  the 
country  has  declared  for  it,  and  the  voice  of 
the  country  will  be  obeyed.  But  there  is  to  be 
an  interval  of  waiting,  a  delay  of  three  or  four 
months  before  the  Premier  will  dare  to  begin. 
And  why  does  he  wait  ?  Because  the  honour- 
able gentleman  is  afraid  of  losing  the  support 
of  those  Free-trade  members  whose  votes  keep 
him  in  office  now.  I  am  not  going  to  take  up  the 
cudgels  for  one  side  or  the  other,  or  say  which 
Colonial  Treasurer  has  borrowed  more  and 
which  has  borrowed  less.  I  am  not  going  to 
olaim  any  great  credit  for  the  Opposition  now 
because  we  are  advocating  retrenchment  and 
the  honourable  gentleman  is  advocating  ex- 
travagance, because  we  well  know  that,  for  the 
last  seventeen  years,  whenever  one  side  have 
been  out  of  office  they  have  been  for  retrench- 
ment, and  whenever  they  were  in  office  they 
have  found  it  necessary  to  borrow,  of  course, 
"  in  the  most  moderate  way."  The  position  as 
regards  the  two  Treasurers  reminds  me  of  a 
verse  written  by  Dean  Swift, — 

The  rod  was  but  a  harmless  wand 
When  Moses  held  it  in  his  hand. 
But  soon  as  he  had  laid  it  down 
'Twas  a  devouring  serpent  grown. 

That  is  the  position.  I  wish  to  give  one  or 
two  brief  reasons  why  I  propose  to  vote  for  the 
Amendment  of  the  honourable  member  for 
Dunedin  Central.  The  Treasurer  has  told  us 
that  borrowing  must  come  to  an  end,  and  he 

Eroposes  to  stop  borrowing.  He  has  made  a 
eroic  resolve  that  borrowing  shall  cease  after 
the  expiration  of  three  and  a  half  years,  and 
in  the  meantime  be  treats  resolution  to  the 
extent  of  £2,400,000.  If  that  had  been  placed 
before  the  country  at  the  last  elections  the 
honourable  gentleman  would  not  have  had 
the  chance  of  getting  into  the  office  which 
be  now  holds.  Then  you  could  not  stand  up 
4uid  talk  of  borrowing  one  million  without 
being  well-nigh  hoot^  from  every  platform 
in  the  oount^.  The  Government  now  pro- 
pose a  borrowing  policy  which  the  whole 
colony  would  have  hooted  down  during  the 
last  elections.  Is  that  consistency?  Is  it 
decency  ?  I  say  it  is  not.  The  Colonial  Trea- 
surer claims  credit  because  he  has  made  such 
proposals  that  in  three  and  a  half  years  bor- 
rowing shall  cease ;  but,  as  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Mount  Ida  cleverly  pointed  out,  pro- 
bably in  three  and  a  half  years  the  honour- 
able gentleman  will  be  Colonial  Treasurer  no 
longer,  so  that  his  heroism  amounts  to  this: 
that  be  is  willing  to  shed  the  last  drop  of 
his  successor's  blood.  Of  all  the  portions  of 
the  honourable  gentleman's  policy,  that  which 
I  consider  to  be  worst  for  the  country,  and 
to  be  most  in  the  teeth  of  what  the  country 
demanded  at  the  late  elections,  is  his  proposal 
to  keep  the  deficit  outstanding  insteeid  of  pay- 
ing it  off.    We  are  retrenching  because  the 


colony  has  got  the  knife  at  its  throat,  because 
it  has  lost  credit,  and  because  it  has  a  burden 
that  is  too  great  to  bear.  And  when  we  are 
retrenching  to  save  our  credit,  what  can  injure 
our  credit  more  readily  than  the  knowledge 
that  we  have  got  a  huge  deficit  which  wo  do 
not  intend  to  pay  o5  and  that  we  are  going  to 
borrow  money  to  meet  ?  That  is  the  way  the 
honourable  gentleman  proposes  to  restore  our 
credit  —  to  borrow  two  millions,  to  keep  our 
deficit  outstanding,  and  to  borrow  money  to 
meet  it.  Can  there  be  eyaything  which  is  likely 
to  be  more  disastrous  to  every  enterprise  that 
is  obliged  to  go  to  London  to  get  money  to 
carry  it  on  ?  This  is  the  man  who  was  put  in 
office  to  restore  our  credit  in  London,  and  to 
restore  prosperity  to  this  colony  by  means  of 
bringing  capital  here.  The  honourable  gentle- 
man said  that,  if  we  wished  to  discuss  the 
matter  sincerely,  we  should  discuss  the  esti- 
mates. That  is  the  course  he  suggests  to 
us  when  we  take  up  the  policy  of  re- 
trenchment. What  was  the  course  which 
he  said  was  absolutely  necessary  at  the 
beginning  of  the  session  ?  Did  he  propose  to 
come  down  and  discuss  the  matter  detail  by 
detail  ?  He  said  that  it  was  perfectly  impos- 
sible to  have  retrenchment  if  wo  made  it  a 
matter  of  detail  by  detail.  He  said  the  only 
conceivable  way  to  effect  retrenchment  was  to 
take  the  thing  en  bloc,  and  leave  it  to  the 
Government  themselves  to  work  oat.  We  say 
the  same  thing.  We  say  if  we  put  it  off  until 
we  get  into  Committee  no  retrenchment  will 
be  made  that  is  worth  making.  ■  If  retrench- 
ment is  to  be  made  it  must  be  done  in  the  way 
proposed  by  the  honourable  member  for  Dun- 
edin Central.  In  1883,  when  the  honourable 
gentleman  was  asked  to  support  a  policy  of 
retrenchment  in  a  mild  way,  he  laughed  it  to 
scorn.  Mr.  Swanson,  then  member  for  New- 
ton, asked  the  honourable  gentleman  to  take 
the  estimates  back  eyad  reduce  them  by  £50,000. 
The  honourable  member  for  Caversham  voted 
for  that  motion,  and  he  ought  to  vote  for  this 
proposal  now.  When  the  House  went  into 
Committee  of  Supply  and  discussed  the  esti- 
mates detail  by  detail  on  the  occasion  I  have 
referred  to,  they  passed  estimates  amounting  to 
three  millions ;  and  they  made  two  very  notable 
pieces  of  retrenchment.  They  reduced  a  Resi- 
dent Magistrate  from  £250  to  £150,  and  they 
struck  off  a  vote  amounting  to  £50  altogether. 
That  was  the  result  of  retrenchment  in  Com- 
mittee. As  I  said  before,  I  consider  that  the 
brave  words  of  the  honourable  member  for 
Mount  Ida  are  deserving  of  the  attention  of 
the  House.  I  agree  with  him  that  the  country 
will  never  be  saved  by  this  fiddling  expenditure 
on  railways  which  is  going  on  year  after  year. 
It  is  the  sprinkling  of  a  drop  of  water  on  the 
tongue  of  a  man  dying  of  thirst.  Year  after 
year  we  have  attempted  to  fortify  ourselves  and 
to  restore  prosperity  by  bringing  in  annual 
millions;  and  every  million  we  have  got  has 
lowered  us  deeper  and  deeper  in  the  abyss  of 
depression.  Look  to  history  !  Did  the  gold  of 
the  Indies  save  Spain  1  Millions  were  brought 
across  the  Atlantic  to  Spain  every  year,  and 
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the  gold  was  wasted ;  and  Spain  sank  and  sank, 
till,  from  being  the  most  prosperoun  country  in 
Europe,  she  became  the  by-word— financially — 
which  she  is  to-day.  And  I  say  that  if  we  go 
on  borrowing  these  millions,  and  continue  as 
we  have  been  doing,  we  shall  sink  until  we 
have  become  among  the  colonies  of  the  British 
Empire  what  Spain  is,  financially,  among  the 
countries  of  Europe. 

Mr.  BARRON. — The  honourable  gentleman 
makes  one  little  mistake  with  reference  to  the 
well-known  motion  moved  by  the  honourable 
member  for  Hawke's  Bay  in  the  previous  Parlia- 
ment. 

Mr.  W.  P.  REEVES.— I  did  not  refer  to  it. 

Mr.  BARRON. — The  honourable  gentleman, 
at  all  events,  referred  to  my  vote  on  that  occa- 
sion. 

Mr.  W.  P.  REEVES.— No ;  I  referred  to  the 
resolution  moved  by  Mr.  Swanson  in  1883,  to 
the  effect  that  the  Government  should  take 
back  their  estimates,  recast  them,  and  reduce 
them  by  £50,000. 

Mr.  BARRON. —  I  understood  that  the 
honourable  gentleman  referred  to  the  motion 
of  the  honourable  member  for  Hawke's  Bay. 
Therefore  I  will  say  no  more  about  that.  The 
honourable  gentleman  has  preached  a  very 
nice  little  sermon  from  a  very  pretty  little  text. 
Referring  to  the  speech  made  by  the  honour- 
able member  for  Mount  Ida,  he  said,  "  Words, 
words,  words  1  Sir,  the  country  can  never  be 
iavedby  words,  especially  when  they  run  counter 
to  deeds."  If  the  honourable  gentleman  will 
only  think  of  it  he  will  there  find  a  iea.son 
for  the  attitude  token  by  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Mount  Ida,  which  he  condemns.  The 
honourable  member  for  Mount  Ida  has  had 
large  experience  of  a  previous  Administration 
the  whole  policy  of  which  was,  "  Words,  words, 
words."  The  country  was  not  saved  by  their 
words,  simply  because  they  ran  counter  to 
their  deeds.  Then,  he  says  that  the  cry  of  the 
honourable  member  for  Momit  Ida  and  those 
associated  with  him  is,  "  Measures,  not  men." 
Yes,  measures  honestly  devised  with  a  reason- 
able pro.%pcct  of  their  being  carried  out,  and  a 
prospect  of  their  being  given  effect  to  by  the 
men  who  are  at  present  in  office  rather  than 
the  objectionable  men  who  preceded  them  in 
office. 

An  Hon.  Membeb.  —  Are  there  no  others 
capable  ? 

Mr.  BARRON. — I,  at  all  events,  do  not  intend 
to  draw  a  distinction  of  that  kind ;  but,  so  long 
as  the  honourable  gentlemen  now  administering 
the  affairs  of  this  country  show  that  they  are 
honestly  and  earnestly  trying  to  do  what  theit 
supporters  tliink  they  ought  to  do,  so  long 
should  they  have  the  support  of  those  who 
have  the  best  interests  of  the  country  at  heart. 
The  honourable  member  for  Mount  Ida  did 
really  deliver  a  very  thoughtful  and  earnest 
speech ;  and  that  speech,  which  must  have  im- 
pressed every  honourable  member  who  listened 
to  it,  was  the  speech  of  no  novice  in  political 
affairs.  It  was  the  speech  of  a  man  who  thinks 
very  carefully  over  the  subjects  he  feels  called 
4ipon  to  spesik  about;  and  if  that  honourable 
Mr.  W.  P.  Bteve* 


gentleman,  after  reviewing  the  whole  loan- 
policy  of  the  Government  and  their  predeces- 
sors, was  forced  to  sit  down  without  arriving  ofe 
any  practical  conclusion,  without  offering  to 
the  House  any  practical  suggestion  in  refer- 
ence to  the  policy  which  we  are  now  called 
npon  to  consider — if  that  honourable  gentle- 
man was  forced  to  sit  down  without  making 
any  practical  suggestion,  how  can  ordinary 
members  of  the  House,  or  young  members  who 
have  not  had  the  experience  in  public  affairs 
which  the  honourable  gentleman  has  had — how 
can  they  be  expected  to  arrive  at  a  conclusion 
which  he,  with  all  his  experience,  was  evi- 
dently unable  to  arrive  at  ?  There  arc  no  poli- 
tical theories,  however  complete  in  themselves, 
that  have  ever  been,  or  ever  can  be,  given  practi- 
cal and  undisturbed  effect  to,  I  believe,  in  amy 
Legislature  in  the  world  ;  otherwise  we  should 
not  still  be  striving,  after  long  years  of  sore 
trouble,  for  some  changes  and  improvements 
such  as,  in  theory,  we  think  should  be  followed. 
Our  best  devices  can  only  be  what  in  onr 
judgment  at  the  moment  are  best  calculated 
to  correct  the  evils  of  which  we  complain. 
The  proposals  of  the  Government  as  embodied 
in  this  Loan  Bill  are  such  as  I  do  not  altogether 
approve  of.  I  a^ree  that  a  great  deal  of  the 
mischief  from  which  we  are  suffering,  and  a 
great  many  of  the  evils  which  admittedly  beset 
this  country,  are  due  to  the  fact  that  we  have 
borrowed  too  much  and  too  often,  and  that  we 
have  spent  unwisely ;  and  were  it  not  that 
our  engagements  must  be  met,  and  that  I 
have  confidence  that  the  Government  are 
earnest  in  the  proposals  which  they  have  em- 
bodied in  their  Loon  Bill,  and  were  it  not  that 
the  Premier  has  invited  the  House  to  consider 
carefully  in  Committee  these  proposals,  and  to 
object  to  such  items  as  they  think  should  be 
struck  out,  I  would  not  vote  for  the  Loon  Bill. 
But,  Sir,  although  I  feel  very  strongly  that  the 
more  money  we  borrow  the  deeper  we  are  likely 
to  get  into  the  mire,  still  I  feel  also  that,  when 
men  who,  I  know,  hold  the  same  opinion  as  I  do 
have  hod  an  opportunity  of  inquiring  closely 
and  carefully  and  minutely  into  the  affairs  of 
this  colony,  and  when  they  come  down  to  the 
House  and,  contrary  to  their  previously-formed 
judgment,  contrary  to  their  inclination,  ask  the 
House  to  give  effect  to  such  proposals  as  ore 
embodied  in  the  Loan  Bill ;  and  when  they 
have  shown  their  reasons — and  their  reasons 
must  weigh  to  some  extent  with  honourable 
gentlemen  —  then,  I  say,  a  man  must  {tause 
before  he  says  we  must  not  borrow  any  more. 
At  all  events,  though  I  would  do  all  I  could  to 
stop  the  borrowing  of  another  shilling,  in  the 
face  of  the  statement  which  the  Government 
thought  fit  to  make  to  the  House  in  connection 
with  the  necessities  of  the  country  I  am  not 
prepared  to  vote  against  the  Bill.  Sir,  thia 
borrowing,  which  was  practically  initiated  in 
1870 — and  at  that  time  our  debt  was  seven  and 
a  half  millions — has  outgrown  our  population. 
Our  debt  has  since  increased  in  excess  of  the 
increase  of  population ;  and  therein  is  to  be 
found  the  evil,  and  therein  is,  I  think,  to  be 
found  the  remedy.    If  you  compare  1870  with 
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1879  Ton  will  find  that  daring  that  period  our 
popalation  had  not  doubled,  but  our  debt  and 
interest  had  become  three  times  greater.  From 
1879  to  1884  our  population  hod  only  increased 
a  iifth,  but  our  debt  hod  increased  a  fourth. 
From  1884  to  1887  our  population  has  only 
increased  a  fortieth,  but  the  debt  has  increased 
a  sixth.  And,  if  you  compare  1870  with  1887, 
the  population  will  be  found  to  be  a  little  more 
than  doubled,  but  our  debt  is  nearly  five 
times  greater  than  in  1870.  How,  I  mention 
this  in  order  that  I  may  point  out  what  I 
yalue  in  the  loan-proposals  of  the  present 
Government,  and  that  is,  a  proposal  for  bor- 
rowing to  meet  the  necessities  of  the  Trea- 
sury and  to  cover  the  requirements  of  the 
country  for  a  period  of  over  three  years.  The 
addition  they  propose  to  make  to  the  debt  of 
the  colony  will  not  be  beyond,  but,  on  the 
contrary,  will  be  less  than,  the  proportion  of 
the  natural  increase  of  the  population  which 
we  may  reasonably  expect  during  that  period. 
And,  Sir,  if  the  House  does  what  it  is  in  duty 
bound  to  do — to  accept  the  invitation  of  the 
Government  to  object  to  all  the  items  which 
they  consider  it  is  not  necessary  to  borrow 
money  for :  and  it  is  in  the  power  of  mem- 
bers of  the  House  who  desire  to  curtail  mis- 
chievous borrowing  to  stifle  these  items — then 
the  increase  of  our  debt  as  compared  with  the 
increase  of  onr  population  will  be  so  much 
less.  I  only  desire  to  say  this  because  I  think, 
in  common  with  many  other  honourable  mem- 
bers, that,  while  it  is  a  pity  we  are  called  upon 
to  add  to  our  debt,  there  is  some  appearance 
of  daylight  through  the  darkness  in  the  pro- 
posals of  the  Government.  Sir,  I  shall  vote 
for  the  second  reading  of  this  Bill  in  prefer- 
ence to  voting  for  the  amendment  of  the 
honourable  member  for  Duncdin  Central.  But, 
if  that  honourable  gentleman,  or  any  other 
honourable  gentleman — even  the  leader  of  the 
Opposition — can  establish  a  case  for  striking  o& 
an  item  from  the  schedule  to  the  Bill  when 
submitted,  he  can  claim  my  vote,  and  I  am 
quite  sure  he  can  claim  the  votes  of  a  great 
many  other  honourable  members  who  think 
with  me,  but  who  still  think  it  better  to  vote 
for  the  second  reading  of  the  Bill  than  for  the 
amendment  of  the  honourable  gentleman.  And 
I  would  remind  honourable  members  of  one 
more  reason  for  voting  for  the  proposals  of  the 
Government,  and  that  is,  however  great  the 
objections  we  may  have  to  the  Bill,  they  are 
not  so  great  as  the  objections  which  our 
dearly-bought  experience  has  forced  upon  us 
as  accompanying  a  hostile  amendment  of  this 
kind. 

Mr.  WALKER. — I  may  begin  by  saying  that 
the  debate  on  the  Financial  Statement  was  ad- 
jonrned  at  my  request  three  or  four  weeks  ago  ; 
but,  for  some  reason  or  other,  the  Govei-nment 
would  not  give  me  the  chance  of  firing  off  my 
few  remarks.  Possibly  the  loader  of  the  Go- 
yemment  thought  there  was  nothing  worthy  of 
discussion  in  his  Financial  Statement,  and,  if  so, 
it  is  not  my  place  to  quarrel  with  him.  But  to- 
night is  given  an  opportunity  when  I  may  make 
a  few  remarks  on  the  subject,  and  which  will 


enable  me  to  unfold  my  views  on  the  financial 
proposals  of  the  Ministry  perhaps  better  than 
I  could  have  done  three  or  four  weeks  ago,  be- 
cause now  we  have  not  only  tho  loan  proposals 
of  the  Government,  but  also  the  public-works 
proposals.  Well,  I  must  say  I  am  surprised 
and  astonished  and  disappointed  at  the  policy 
of  the  Government  as  a  whole ;  and  I  think, 
if  the  country  would  only  take  a  calm  and 
reasonable  view  of  the  whole  circumstances,  it 
will  feel,  equally  with  myself,  disappointed 
also.  I  feel  exceedingly  disappointed  at  the 
attitude — that  is  a  word  which  has  got  into 
an  almost  historic  position — of  certain  honour- 
able gentlemen.  That  is  what  I  complain  of. 
We  have  read  of  a  gentleman — I  will  not  call 
him  an  honourable  gentleman,  but  a  celebrated 
gentleman  —  to  whom  deportment  was  every- 
thing. And  I  complain  that  the  country  is 
ruined  by  gentlemen  to  whom  attitude  is  every- 
thing. They  are  going  to  save  the  country  ;  but 
I  maintain  they  will  never  save  the  country  so 
long  as  we  have  gentlemen  like  them  in  this 
House,  declining  action  but  posing  as  possible 
saviours.  And  the  honourable  member  for 
Oaversham — what  has  he  said  to-night  ?  Simply 
that  he  will  back  up  a  broken  reed.  I  forget 
for  how  long,  but  it  was  before  I  was  in  this 
House,  although  I  read  of  what  was  going 
on,  when  he  was  backing  up  an  exceedingly 
respectable  gentleman,  whom  we  all  knew 
and  respected  in  private  life.  And  now  he  is 
backing  up  an  honourable  gentleman  —  the 
honourable  member  for  Mount  Ida  —  who,  I 
venture  to  say,  as  long  as  he  lives  will  never 
come  up  to  the  scratch.  As  long  as  the  Govern- 
ment party  has  got  a  tail  like  that,  I  say  I 
congratulate  the  Premier  on  having  such  a  lot 
of  weak  vessels  to  follow  him.  They  will  never 
do  any  good  in  preventing  the  Premier  from 
doing  what  he  wishes,  and  they  will  never  save 
the  country  unless  the  honourable  member 
for  Egmout  can  be  forced  to  take  a  more  rea- 
sonable attitude  than  he  has  taken  this  ses- 
sion. The  honourable  gentlemen  say  they  were 
returned  to  carry  out  retrenchment  and  to  stop 
borrowing,  as  was  decided  by  the  country.  I 
think  those  honourable  gentlemen  constitute  a 
very  large  majority  of  the  House,  constitute  a 
far  greater  working  majority  than  the  colony 
has  seen  for  many  years,  and  could  have  done 
anything  they  chose  in  reason  to  save  the  coun- 
try. I  do  not  believe,  judging  from  what  we 
have  seen,  that  any  party  has  proved  a  more 
obedient  or  subservient  party  than  those 
honourable  gentlemen ;  and,  when  the  honour- 
able member  for  Fgmont  said  that  borrowing 
was  necessary  to  carry  out  his  policy,  why 
should  not  that  party  have  said,  "  No ;  we  will 
not  do  your  bidding,  but  the  bidding  of  the 
country  which  has  sent  us  here ;  and  we  will 
not  agree  to  farther  borrowing"?  That  is 
what  the  party  ought  to  say  when  the  honour- 
able gentleman  goes  into  his  Cabinet-room  and 
says,  "  Vote  as  I  tell  you,  or  I  will  resign."  I 
would  say,  if  I  were  the  honourable  member 
for  Mount  Ida  or  the  honourable  member 
for  Caversham,  or  if  I  were  any  of  those  qtuiai- 
independents,  "Resign;  we  will  put  a  better 
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man  in  your  place  to-morrow  " — not  from  this 
side  of  the  House,  for  we  know  very  well  they 
have  a  majority,  and  of  course  it  must  be 
from  the  other  side  of  the  House  the  leader 
must  corae.  But  the  leader  must  be  a  man 
who  can  act  with  the  consent  of  his  followers, 
and  do  the  bidding  of  the  country ;  and  I  can 
say  this  is  not  the  policy  which  is  the  bidding 
of  the  colony. 

Major  ATKINSON.— What  is  the  poUcy  ? 

Mr.  WALKER.— Well,  Sir,  the  policy  is  that 
procrastination  is  the  soul  of  business :  that 
18  the  honourable  gentleman's  policy. 

Major  ATKINSON.— I  want  the  policy  of  the 
country. 

Mr.  WALKER.— What  the  country  wanted, 
and  what  was  preached  all  over  the  country, 
was,  "Borrow  as  little  as  possible,  and  re- 
trench"  

Major  ATKINSON.— Hear,  hear. 

Mr.  WALKER. "  and  restore  prosperity 

by  judicious  legislation."  Sir,  the  honourable 
gentleman  has  rather  drawn  me  out  of  the 
line  of  argument  on  which  I  was  proceeding ; 
and  I  will  allude  to  these  points,  therefore, 
further  on.  What  I  wish  to  emphasize  now  is 
that  the  majority  on  his  side  of  the  House 
have  lost  a  golden  opportunity  of  either  com- 
pelling the  honourable  member  for  Egmont 
to  do  what  they  wish,  or  else  of  putting 
in  somebody  else  who  would  carry  out  their 
bidding;  and,  having  lost  that  opportunity,  I 
warrant  that,  unless  they  bring  him  to  resi^, 
they  will  not  save  the  country.  Why,  Sir, 
•very  honourable  member  in  this  House  re- 
members that,  during  the  elections,  the  late 
Premier,  in  a  speech  at  Dunedin,  alluded  to 
the  possibility  of  two  millions  being  required 
to  be  borrowed  to  finish  our  railways,  and  limit- 
ing it  to  five  years. 

Mr.  FISHER.— What  do  you  know  about 
finance? 

Mr.  WALKER.— A  great  deal  more,  I  will 
guarantee,  than  the  Minister  of  Education. 
Perhaps  neither  of  the  honourable  gentlemen 
knows  anything  about  finance.  We  had  a 
speech  from  the  honourable  gentlemen  to- 
night, and  if  that  is  a  specimen  of  his  finance 
I  do  not  believe  in  it.  But  I  will  come  to  his 
remarks  later  on.  These  gentlemen  seem  to 
wish  to  hustle  honourable  members  out  of  their 
remarks ;  but  I  decline  to  be  hustled  even  by 
the  Slinister  of  Education.  I  say  that  when  the 
late  Premier  mentioned,  incidentally  almost, 
that  two  millions  were  required  for  finishing 
the  partially-constructed  railways,  there  was  a 
howl  all  over  the  country  in  those  prints  which 
were  opposed  to  the  late  Government,  the  prints 
that  the  honourable  member  for  Mount  Ida 
referred  to  as  perfectly  satisfied  with  the  policy 
of  the  present  Government.  I  have  no  doubt 
that  if  these  prints  are  like  the  honourable 
member  for  Mount  Ida  they  will  be  satisfied 
with  anything.  Those  are  the  sort  of  prints 
that  express  independent  opinions  of  the  Go- 
vernment and  their  followers.  These  are  the 
prints  that  came  down  on  the  late  Premier 
because  he  mentioned  the  necessity  of  borrow- 
Mr.  Walker 


ing  two  millions  to  finish  the  construction  of 

our  railways 

An  Hon.  Membeb. — In  eight  years. 

Mr.  WALKER. — I  am  not  particular  abont 
the  exact  number  of  years,  but  I  know  that  it 
was  to  be  spread  over  a  much  longer  period 
than  the  present  Ministry  propose  to  extend 
this  loan  over.  But  what  I  object  to  is  the 
unfairness  of  the  thing.  One  man  may  steal 
a  horse,  while  another  may  not  look  over  the 
hedge.  We  have  heard  one  honourable  mem- 
ber refer  to  the  Ethiopian  and  the  leopard.  I 
should  like  to  know  which  is  the  Ethiopian  and 
which  is  the  leopard.  If  my  honourable  friend 
the  member  for  Christcliurch  North  is  the 
Ethiopian,  I  should  say  that  the  Premier  is  the 
leopard :  and  I  am  as  much  inclined  to  doubt 
him  as  my  honourable  friends  opposite  appear 
inclined  to  doubt  the  honourable  member  for 
Christchurch  North.  The  honourable  niem.ber 
for  Mount  Ida,  a  few  evenings  ago,  made  a 
remark  which  I  thought  he  was  prepared  to 
follow  up  with  a  motion — to  the  eSect  that  he 
should  move  the  Crown  to  appoint  both  of  these 
honourable  members  to  colonial  govemoiships, 
for  the  sake  of  getting  them  out  of  the  way.  I 
do  not  know  whether,  at  the  time  he  said  that, 
he  thought  of  himself  as  a  possible  candidate 
for  the  office  occupied  by  the  Premier ;  but  I  am 
quite  certain  of  this,  after  what  we  have  seen 
to-night:  that  that  would  not  happen  to  him, 
because  I  think  that,  whatever  may  happen, 
whoever  may  be  removed  out  of  this  House, 
that  honourable  gentleman  will  never  come 
into  office  as  long  as  be  lives.  His  speech  to- 
night convinces  me  that  he  is  perfectly  and 
absolutely  unpractical  and  useless.  He  is 
simply  the  result  of  a  local  inflation  somewhere 
about  Dunedin,  and  must  have  very  easily 
pleased  constituents.  In  this  House,  at  all 
events,  he  does  not  know  what  is  necessary  in 
order  to  command  respect.  A  man  jnay  vote 
wrong  sometimes  owing  to  an  error  of  judgment, 
and  I  can  excuse  that ;  but  I  cannot  give  any 
respect  in  my  opinion  to  a  man  who  delibe- 
rately argues  one  way  emd  then  has  not  the 
courage  of  his  opinions,  or  is  afraid  to  pnt 
them  in  action.  What  I  complain  of  most  in 
reference  to  the  Financial  Statement  of  the 
Government  and  their  different  proposals  is 
this :  that  they  really  give  no  indication  of 
what  the  position  of  the  colony  is,  and  how  it 
is  to  be  lifted  out  of  its  present  unfortunate 
position.  The  Government  either  conceal  the 
true  position  or  they  do  not  know  what  it 
is.  Tne  retrenchment  they  propose  is  simply 
an  apparent  one.  Reduction  of  the  hono- 
rarium will  not  do  alone ;  the  lessening  of 
salaries  will  not  do  alone.  If  they  put  every- 
thing together  that  they  propose  to  get  by  these 
means,  they  will  not  have  done  one  single 
thing  to  lift  the  colony  out  of  its  present  posi- 
tion. They  do  not  seem  to  realise  the  position. 
If  we  compare  our  position  with  that  of  the 
other  colonies  we  must,  I  think,  fairly  admit 
this :  that  most  of  our  services  are  very  well  and 
very  economically  conducted — such  as  ednca- 
tion,  Post  Office,  Telegraph  Office,  and  so  on — 
and  that  really  very  little  retrenchment  can  take 
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place  in  any  of  tbem.  I  do  not  deny,  of  conise, 
that  there  may  be  cases  where  retrenchment  is 
possible,  and  no  doubt  will  be  effected  ;  but  all 
oombmed  will  not  go  very  far  towards  saving  the 
country.  The  fact  is  that  we  have  two  heavy 
burdens  upon  our  shoulders :  one  is  the  rail- 
'ways,  and  the  other  is  the  public  debt ;  and 
unless  the  Government  can  devise  some  means 
of  lessening  these  two  burdens  this  country  can 
never  get  very  much  better.  And,  Sir,  what 
do  this  Government  propose  to  do  as  regards 
these  two  burdens?  They  simply  propose  to 
increase  both  of  them,  without  any  remedial 
measure  whatever.  Our  railways,  it  is  admitted, 
have  year  by  year  become  less  remunerative ; 
and  the  reason  is  that  what  are  called  "political 
lines  "  have  been  extended.  Now,  it  must  be 
admitted  that  what  the  Government  propose  in 
the  way  of  extension  of  our  railways  in  this 
Bill  has  reference  to  railways  that  cannot  for 
many  years  be  of  a  remunerative  character. 
Therefore  their  proposal  to  borrow  money  for 
the  construction  of  these  railways  will  not  help 
the  colony  one  bit.  At  the  same  time,  of 
course,  we  axe  increasing  our  debt ;  and  it  goes 
without  saying  that,  if  we  are  increasing  our 
debt,  we  are  also  increasing  our  annual  defi- 
ciency. What  is  really  wanted  is  for  the  Go- 
vernment not  only  to  retrench  sincerely,  but  to 
take  steps  to  promote  the  industries,  and  to 
increase  our  population  and  renew  prosperity : 
and  that  can  only  be  done  by  other  measures 
than  those  which  the  Government  have  taken 
in  hand.  None  of  the  proposals  that  they  have 
made — I  can  conscientiously  say  I  am  sorry 
to  say  it — will  have  any  effect  in  restoring 
prosperity  to  the  country.  In  fact,  their  im- 
mediate effect  will  rather  be  to  increase  the 
distress  instead  of  remedying  it.  We  have,  of 
course,  been  promised  that  the  Government, 
next  session,  will  take  up  the  question  of  the 
tariff ;  and,  if  this  means  encouraging  our  local 
industries,  I  trust  they  will  have  the  courage  of 
their  opinions.  Bat  I  am  sure  that,  if  they 
have  many  supporters  on  their  side  as  weak- 
Icneed  as  the  honourable  member  for  Mount 
Ida,  we  cannot  greatly  rely  upon  their  dealing 
with  this  subject  as  they  ought  to  do.  Unless 
their  supporters  are  more  sincere  and  more 
determined,  so  that  they  will  keep  Minis- 
ters up  to  the  mark,  we  cannot  expect  much. 
I  say  most  distinctly  that  the  responsibility 
must  rest  on  the  other  side  of  the  House. 
They  must  keep  Ministers  up  to  the  mark  next 
session.  I  am  sorry  that  the  Minister  of  Edu- 
cation has  left  the  chamber,  for  I  was  desirous 
of  saying  a  few  words  to  him,  as  I  do  not  care 
to  refer  to  an  honourable  member  who  is 
absent,  especially  when  I  am  unable  to  refer  to 
bina  in  terms  of  commendation.  But  I  may 
say  I  was  sorry  to  see  the  line  taken  by  him  in 
his  remarks :  they  were  in  exceedingly  bad  taste, 
coming,  as  they  did,  after  the  good-tempered 
and  foirly-critical  speech  of  the  honourable 
member  for  Cliristchuroh  North.  I  had  hoped 
that  office  and  its  responsibilities  were  exercis- 
ing a  restraining  influence  upon  him.  I  had 
hoped  that  he  had  learned  by  this  time  that 
it  is  better  to  show,  at  any  rate,  not  quite  all 


you  feel  when  you  are  on  the  Ministerial 
benches.  No  doubt  Ministers  have  their  trials, 
like  other  mortals ;  but  they  should  be  able  to 
bear  them  more  philosophically  than  we  ordi- 
nary people,  especially  those  of  us  who  are  on 
the  Opposition  side  of  the  House ;  and  I  am 
exceedingly  sorry  that  the  honourable  gentle- 
man "let  out"  as  he  did.  I  trust  that  the 
Government  will  be  as  good  as  they  say,  and 
will  allow  the  House  generally  the  largest 
discretion,  in  cutting  down  these  estimates,  and 
enable  us  to  cut  down  much  of  the  prospective 
expenditure,  to  which,  I  think,  the  House  has 
reasonable  and  good  cause  to  object.  The  truth 
is  that  the  Government  hold  a  whip  over  us 
in  this  matter.  The  honourable  member  for 
Mount  Ida  said — and  I  belie  ve  he  was  thoroughly 
convinced  of  the  truth  of  his  statement  at  the 
time  he  made  it — that  if  we  should  decide  to 
borrow  this  amount  proposed  it  would  be  all 
spent  in  two  years.  I  quite  believe  it,  judging 
from  the  past.  And  what  will  happen  then, 
Sir  ?  Why,  the  Bepresentation  Bill,  which  the 
honourable  member  for  Mount  Ida  was  not 
quite  strong  enough  to  stand  up  against,  will 
then  be  held  over  our  heads,  and  if  we  do  not 
vote  for  another  loan  we  shall  find  the  Govern- 
ment coming  down  and  saying  to  members  like 
the  honourable  member  for  Mount  Ida,  "  We 
will  blot  your  district  out  of  existence,  by  dis- 
solving the  House."  That  is  the  threat  which 
will  be  held  over  us,  and  I  venture  to  say  it  will 
be  put  in  force  as  soon  as  the  Government  want 
more  money  and  ask  for  another  loan.  I  fear 
that  more  responsibility  attaches  to  the  action 
of  those  honourable  gentlemen  who  went  back 
from  their  votes  the  other  night  in  connection 
with  the  Representation  Bill  than  we  are  aware 
of.  I  trust  the  country  will  not  have  reason,  as 
I  fear  it  will  have,  to  regret  the  action  which 
was  taken  on  that  occasion.  So  far  as  this  Bill 
is  concerned,  I  shall  certainly  go  into  the  lobby 
with  the  honourable  member  for  Dunedin 
Central. 

Mr.  FISH. — I  had  no  intention  of  making 
any  remarks  at  all  on  the  question  now  before 
the  House,  and  should  not  have  risen  to  speak 
had  it  not  been  for  the  extraordinary  action  of 
the  honourable  member  for  Mount  Ida.  That 
honourable  gentleman  made  a  speech  which 
I  thought  a  most  excellent  one,  from  a 
logical  and  argumentative  point  of  view.  It 
was  a  speech  pregnant  with  common  -  sense, 
and  one  which  ought  to  have  had,  and  I  have 
no  doubt  had,  great  weight  with  members  of 
this  House.  During  the  course  of  that  speech 
I  was  sitting  alongside  the  honourable  member 
for  Lincoln;  and  I  said  to  the  honourable 
gentleman,  remembering  the  course  of  action 
followed  by  the  honourable  member  for  Mount 
Ida  in  connection  with  the  Bepresentation  Bill 
and  other  things,  "How  do  you  think  the 
honourable  gentleman  is  going  to  vote?" 
He  said,  "Oh,  he  will  vote  for  the  amend- 
ment." I  replied,  "  I  do  not  think  he  will." 
But  the  honourable  gentleman  said,  "  Yes,  he 
will,"  being  perfectly  sure  that  the  honourable 
member  for  Mount  Ida  must  vote  for  the 
amendment.    You  may  imagine  the  disgust  of 
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the  honoarable  member  for  Lincoln  when  we 
heard  the  impotent  conclusion  of  tho  speech  of 
the  honourable  member  for  Mount  Ida.  That 
honourable  gentleman  will  always  be  a  failure 
in  politics  while  he  pursues  such  a  course 
of  action  as  be  pursued  in  reference  to  the 
Representation  Bill,  and  as  he  has  pursued 
in  this  House  to-night  in  reference  to  this  Bill. 
I  recall  the  honourable  member's  career  for 
the  last  four  years,  and  recollect  that  it  was  by 
his  influence,  so  far  as  it  extended,  that  the 
Stout- Vogel  Government  came  into  power  in 
1884.  The  honourable  gentleman  was  then 
returned  to  support  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Christchurch  North ;  he  came  down 
pledged  to  support  the  party.  He  did  support 
them  through  the  first  session  of  their  exist- 
ence. In  the  second  session  he  wavered,  and, 
though  he  spoke  against  them,  he  did  not  vote 
against  them;  and  by  his  vote,  I  believe,  they 
were  kept  in  oflSce.  The  next  session  we  find 
that,  after  an  amount  of  delay  and  hesitation, 
he  ultimately  made  up  his  mind  to  have  the 
courage  of  his  opinions  and  voted  against  the 
Government,  with  the  result  that  they  went  out 
of  office.  Now  we  find  him  in  this  Parliament 
pursuing  exactly  the  same  tactics  that  he  pur- 
sued with  regard  to  the  last  Government.  He 
has  spoken  against  the  Government  policy  this 
session  on  more  than  one  occasion.  On  the 
Representation  Bill  he  said  he  was  opposed  to 
them — that  he  thought  it  an  improper  mea- 
sure— and  he  voted  for  the  amendment  of  the 
honourable  member  for  Dunedin  West;  and, 
ultimately,  when  the  Premier  made  it  a  party 
question,  be  retracted  to  such  an  extent  that  he 
did  not  vote  to  maintain  his  previous  action 
with  regard  to  the  Bill,  although  he  was  still 
opposed  to  it.  I  do  not  envy  the  Government 
such  a  supporter  as  this,  and  I  am  surprised 
the  Premier  has  not  told  him  that  he  would 
rather  be  without  him  than  have  such  support 
as  he  gives  the  Government,  for  it  is  more 
dtuuning  to  them  than  the  opposition  of  a  de- 
termined enemy.  If  the  honourable  gentleman 
thinks  that  the  Opposition  would  like  him  as 
an  ally,  speaking  for  myself  I  would  say  that 
I  would  absolutely  decline  to  receive  such  an 
ally,  because  I  know  that  if  a  gentleman 
of  that  character  is  with  us  to-day  he  might 
be  against  us  to-morrow,  or,  at  any  rate, 
damning  our  policy,  if  not  voting  agamst  us, 
and  that  his  assistance  is  worse  than  useless. 
That  is  not  conduct  that  will  tend  to  raise 
a  man  in  political  estimation.  I  quite  admit 
that  any  member  of  the  House  has  the  right  to 
continually  change  his  opinions,  and  he  is  not 
bound  to  support  a  Government  forever  if  they 
go  from  the  policy  which  they  held  when  he 
joined  them  ;  but  to  be  continually  damning 
their  policy  and  trying  to  upset  their  measures, 
and  then  to  vote  for  tliom  as  a  party,  is,  to  my 
mind,  most  inconsistent.  Then,  what  reason 
does  ho  give  for  his  conduct?  The  Vogel 
"  bogey,"  and  nothing  else.  I  say  that,  if  he 
has  convictions,  he  should  vote  accordingly, 
and,  if  by  such  a  vote  the  present  Government 
should  be  ejected  from  office,  it  would  not 
follow  as  a  matter  of  course  that  the  honour- 
Mr.  Fith 


able  member  for  Christchurch  North  would  take 
the  place  of  the  Premier.  We  know  from  the 
history  of  the  last  Parliament  that  there  were 
two  or  three  Governments  within  two  or  three 
weeks,  and  it  is  quite  possible,  if  the  honourable 
member  gave  a  conscientious  vote,  there  might 
be  a  reconstruction  of  the  present  Government 
upon  different  lines.  It  is  the  expression  of 
opinions  followed  by  contradictory  actions 
such  as  the  honourable  gentleman  has  shown 
to-night  and  on  other  occasions  that  almost 
makes  persons  who  are  not  very  strong  on  the 
other  Bide  say  that  they  will  become  Govern- 
ment supporters  if  there  is  any  fear  of  loss  to 
the  Government  from  the  defection  of  gentlemen 
like  the  honourable  gentleman  I  am  alluding 
to.  We  have  next  the  honourable  member  for 
Caversham  standing  forward  as  tho  apologist 
for  the  honourable  member  for  Mount  Ida.  I 
can  easily  understand  how  that  comes  about. 
The  honourable  gentlemen  aro  pretty  vcell  in 
the  same  position  politically.  When  I  recall 
to  my  mind  the  sessions  of  1882,  1883,  and 
1884,  and  when  I  know  the  uncompromising 
hostility  which  animated  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Caversham  against  tho  Premier — when 
I  recollect  that,  and  also  that  there  is  mo 
change  of  politics  on  the  part  of  tho  honour- 
able gentleman  now  at  the  head  of  the  Govern- 
ment, and  when  I  see  the  honourable  member 
for  Caversham  so  slavishly  following  him,  con- 
senting to  give  up  his  convictions  in  order  to 
keep  that  honourable  gentleman  in  office,  I 
ask,  what  can  be  the  cause  of  such  strange 
things  ?  Again,  I  shall  be  told,  as  the  honour- 
able gentleman  told  us  to-night,  it  is  the  fear 
of  the  honourable  member  for  Christchurch 
North  getting  into  power  again  that  makes 
him  do  OS  he  is  doing.  I  say  distinctly  that 
a  man  is  not  doing  his  duty  to  the  country  if 
he  allows  personal  considerations  as  to  indi- 
viduals to  influence  him  in  his  political  views. 
The  honourable  gentleman,  I  am  sorry  to  say, 
is  out  of  the  House,  or  I  should  say  a  great 
deal  more  about  him.  The  honourable  gentle- 
man said  he  would  vote  for  the  second  reading 
of  the  Bill  because  the  schedule  of  tho  Bill 
dealing  with  the  works  proposed  to  be  carried 
out  could  be  amended  in  Committee,  and  he 
told  us  that  that  was  the  proper  time  to  re- 
duce the  votes.  Now,  no  honourable  member 
knows  bettor  than  the  honourable  member 
for  Caversham  that  it  is  an  utter  absurdity 
to  expect  that  you  will  reduce  the  million 
loan  when  in  Committee.  What  does  he 
seek  to  do  ?  To  pit  one  section  of  the  House 
against  another?  knA  it  is  certain  that,  if 
after  argument  any  particular  lino  is  struck 
out,  then  the  members  interested  in  that  work 
will  combine  to  prevent  other  works  from  being 
carried.  The  result  would  be  that  it  would  be 
a  case  of  "  You  vote  for  my  line,  and  I'll  vote 
for  yours,"  and  the  thing  would  be  passed  ex- 
actly as  it  is  in  the  schedule  of  the  Bill.  If 
honourable  members  want  to  restrict  the  loan 
to  half  a  million,  wo  must  do  it  on  the  proposal 
of  the  honourable  member  for  0unedin  Central, 
for  that  is  the  only  way  by  which  it  can  be 
done.    If  we  do  not  accept  that  proposal,  then 
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we  must  accept  the  policy  of  the  Government. 
The  honourable  member  for  Ashburton  referred 
to  the  member  forCaversham  and  to  the  gentle- 
man who  formerly  represented  Akaroa  as  being 
a  party  of  two.  They  were  a  party  of  two,  and 
as  much  alike  as  twin  brothers.  What  one 
said  the  other  said.  Now,  I  think  there 
ODght  to  be  in  this  Parliament  also  a  party 
of  two,  consisting  of  the  honourable  member 
tot  Caversham  and  the  honourable  member 
for  Mount  Ida.  The  only  justification  that 
either  of  these  gentlemen  can  give  for  the 
extraordinary  votes  or  no-votes  they  are  going 
to  give  to-night  upon  this  question  of  the  re- 
duction of  the  loan  is,  I  contend,  a  personal 
opposition  to  the  honourable  member  for  Christ- 
ctanrch  North :  that  they  have  both  practically 
admitted.  Now,  as  far  as  I  understood  the 
Premier's  statement  in  introducing  the  Bill,  it 
was  that  he  would  be  prepared  to  accept  a  re- 
duction of  the  amount  to  bo  borrowed  if  the 
majority  of  the  House  considered  it  desirable. 
I  did  not  understand  him  to  say  that  he  would 
only  accept  reductions  which  might  be  made 
in  Committee.  I  do  not  know  whether  I  under- 
stood him  aright  or  not ;  but,  at  any  rate,  that 
is  the  conclusion  I  drew  from  his  remarks,  that 
he  would  be  prepared  to  accept  a  reduction  of 
the  amount  on  the  second  reading  of  the  Bill, 
if  a  majority  of  the  House  were  in  favour  of 
that  being  done.  All  that  I  have  to  say  further, 
with  regard  to  the  policy  of  the  Qovernmont,  is 
this :  that,  so  far  as  the  public-works  proposals 
go,  they  seem  to  me  to  be  tolerably  fair,  on  the 
whole  ;  and  I  think  the  Minister  in  charge  is  to 
he  complimented  rather  than  otherwise  upon 
the  businesslike  and  straightforward  manner  in 
which  these  proposals  are  placed  before  the 
House  and  the  country.  I  do  not  differ  from 
the  proposals  of  the  Government  in  respect  to 
the  lines,  but  they  propose  to  borrow  money  to 
extend  over  a  period  of  three  years.  Now,  I 
am.  certain  that,  judging  from  the  past,  what 
was  called  "  ear-marking  "  expenditure  can 
never  be  adhered  to,  and  never  will  be  adhered 
to;  and  that  before  the  end  of  two  years  we 
shall  find  that  this  million  of  money  has  dis- 
appeared. And  you  will  be  placed  in  this 
dilemma :  either  that  you  must  ask  the 
authority  of  the  House  to  borrow  another 
million,  or  that  you  must  leave  works  in  an 
imperfect  state,  to  the  great  detriment  of  the 
colony  and  of  the  works  themselves.  That 
is  where  I  dissent  from  the  proposals  of  the 
Government.  I  think  that  we  should  borrow 
only  half  a  million  now,  not  for  the  purpose 
of  restricting  that  half-million  as  our  expendi- 
ture out  of  loan  for  three  years,  but  that  we 
should  allow  it  to  go  as  far  as  it  would,  and 
then  ask  the  authority  of  Parliament  at  a 
future  time  to  borrow  a  further  sum.  That  is 
my  view  of  the  matter.  The  honourable  mem- 
beor  for  Caversham  said  the  speech  of  the 
honourable  member  for  Mount  Ida  v^as  not 
that  of  a  novice,  and  that  it  evidenced  thinking 
ont.  I  am  quite  prepared  to  say  it  did,  and 
the  wonder  to  me  is  how  an  honourable  gentle- 
man, having  thought  out  that  subject,  and 
lumng  spoken  in  me  way  he  did,  should  have 


come  to  the  lame  and  impotent  conclusions 
he  has  done,  and  that  he  is  now  going  to  vote 
against  the  amendment  which  his  convictions 
tell  him  ought  to  be  carried.  I  cannot  under- 
stand an  action  of  that  kind  ;  and  I  have  no 
hesitation  in  predicting  for  that  honourable 
gentleman  a  most  inglorious  end  to  his  political 
career,  in  consequence  of  the  vacillation  which 
appears  to  be  the  leading  feature  of  his  political 
conduct.  I  should  not  have  spoken  had  I  not 
been  so  thoroughly  disgusted  as  I  am  with  the 
action  of  the  honourable  member  for  Mount 
Ida  and  of  the  honourable  member  for  Caver- 
sham, who,  having  pledged  themselves  strongly 
to  their  constituents  that  they  would  oppose 
borrowing  and  restrict  it  to  tho  lowest  x>ossible 
sum,  now  give  utterance  to  their  intention  with 
regard  to  the  vote  tlicy  are  going  to  give. 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE. — I  cannot  help  saying 
something  after  the  speeches  we  have  heard  to- 
night. I  myself  am  quite  free  to  act  in  this 
matter  in  accordance  with  my  own  opinion, 
and  what  I  think  are  the  best  interests  of  the 
country  will  alone  guide  me.  I  do  not  belong 
to  either  party  in  this  House.  I  do  not  belong 
to  the  party  of  tho  honourable  gentlemen  who 
occupy  the  Government  benches,  nor  do  they 
expect  to  get  any  support  from  me  on  any  poli- 
tical questions  ;  neither  do  I  belong  to  the  party 
which  is  led  by  the  honourable  member  for 
Christchurch  North.  But  my  opinions  on  this 
subject,  I  dare  say,  will  differ  from  those  of  a 
good  many  honourable  members  in  this  House 
who  sometimes  vote  with  me.  Before  I  ex- 
press my  own  opinions  on  the  subject  before 
the  House  I  should  like  to  refer  to  the  honour- 
able member  for  Caversham ;  and  I  am  sorry  he 
is  not  in  his  place,  for  I  have  something  to  say 
of  him  that  I  should  like  him  to  hear.  However, 
the  honourable  gentleman  mode  a  speech  and 
then  left  the  chamber  before  ho  could  hear  what 
any  person  said  of  him.  Now,  I  have  no  doubt 
this  Loan  Bill  is  a  vei-y  hard  pill  for  the  honour- 
able member  for  Caversham  to  swallow.  He, 
above  all  other  honourable  members  in  Otago, 
did  more  to  injure  tho  late  Premier  on  this 
very  question  of  borrowing  than  any  other  mem- 
ber of  the  House.  Whenever  before  the  elec- 
tors of  Caversham — and,  indeed,  whenever  he 
stood  up  to  speak  during  the  whole  of  the  elec- 
tion contest  —  ho  never  halted  from  running 
down  the  late  Premier,  and  this  qnestiou  of 
borrowing  was  continually  in  his  mouth.  I 
have  no  doubt,  I  say,  that  it  is  now  a  very 
hard  pill  for  him  to  swallow  this  proposal  of 
the  Government.  And,  Sir,  I  might  ask  how  it 
comes  about  that  he  has  supported  the  Govern- 
ment so  much.  He  belonged  gome  time  ago  to 
the  party  to  which  I  belong,  and  which  was 
led  m  this  House  by  the  then  member  fot 
Akaroa,  Mr.  Montgomery.  And,  Sir,  at  that 
time  I  thought  the  honourable  member  for 
Caversham  was  a  modest  worker,  one  of  the 
rank  and  file  of  the  party ;  but  I  have  discovered 
since  that  he  was  very  much  disappointed 
three  years  ago  when  he  was  not  taken  into 
office,  and  ever  since  that,  on  every  occasion, 
he  has  turned  round  on  his  own  party,  and  has 
been  going  further  and  further  m  his  actions 
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against  them,  until  at  the  recent  election  he 
denoanced  them  to  such  a  degree  that  he  could 
not  now  possihly  serve  the  other  party,  and  I 
have  no  doubt  the  honourable  gentleman  is  very 
much  disgusted  at  his  own  conduct,  and  must 
find  it  very  hard  to  support  this  Loan  BiU  after 
all  he  said  against  it.  Kow,  the  honourable 
member  for  Mount  Ida  has  been  so  well  dealt 
with  by  other  honourable  members  that  I  think 
I  will  spare  him. 

Major  ATKINSON.— No. 

Mr.  J.  MoKENZIE.— I  do  not  see  that  I 
am  bomid  to  comply  with  any  request  of  the 
Premier's  as  to  whether  I  should  "go  for"  him 
or  not.  I  intend  to  tell  the  Premier  that  I  am 
going  to  support  his  BiU.  I  have  no  doubt  the 
Premier  and  his  Government  have  found  it 
very  hard  to  bring  themselves  up  to  the  scratch 
in  borrowing  this  million  of  money,  knowing 
perfectly  well  that  there  were  a  number  of 
gentlemen  supporting  them  who  were  strongly 
against  borrowing,  who  denounced  it  at  the 
elections,  who  actually  gained  their  seats  on 
the  pledge  that  there  should  be  no  more  borrow- 
ing or  taxation.  No  doubt  the  Government 
have  found  it  hard  to  do  this;  but  they  did 
what  was  right  for  the  country.  It  would  be 
an  impossibility  to  do  away  with  borrowing  all 
at  once,  and  to  stop  public  works ;  it  would  be 
a  dark  day  of  disaster  to  this  country  if  they 
were  stopped  suddenly.  At  the  time  of  the 
election  I  distinctly  declared  what  I  am  now 
declaring — that  it  was  an  impossibility  to  do 
away  with  borrowing  very  suddenly,  that  if 
we  did  so  we  should  get  into  trouble  for  many 
years.  What  would  be  the  result  to  the 
colony?  That  u.  very  large  number  of  pub- 
lic works,  now  half  ^nished,  would  have  to 
remain  in  that  condition,  and  would  be  of  no 
service  to  the  colony,  and  a  large  sum  of  money 
would  be  lost.  I  ask,  what  would  be  the  re- 
sult to  some  of  the  electors  in  the  Mount  Ida 
District  if  the  Otago  Central  line  were  stopped? 
They  would  simply  have  to  give  up  their  hold- 
ings and  come  into  the  towns  to  swell  the  ranks 
of  the  "  unemployed."  The  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Mount  Ida  must  know  that  it  is  an 
impossibility  to  farm  land  in  that  region  and 
cariy  produce  forty  or  fifty  miles  to  a  railway- 
station.  It  is  a  fact  that  a  number  of  these 
people  are  hanging  out  to  see  whether  this  rail- 
way is  to  be  finished  or  not ;  and  if  they  knew 
to-morrow  that  there  was  going  to  be  no  rail- 
way a  number  of  them  would  abandon  their 
holdings.  That  would  not  be  a  good  thing  for 
the  country.  There  are  in  this  House  a  num- 
ber of  honourable  gentlemen  who  during  the 
elections  talked  a  lot  of  nonsense  to  the  elec- 
tors on  this  subject.  No  doubt  in  some  parts 
of  the  colony,  where  public  works  have  been 
finished,  it  was  very  easy  for  any  one  to  get  up 
and  denounce  all  borrowing.  That  is  exactly 
the  position  of  my  electorate.  There  is  not  one 
sixpence  to  be  raised  under  this  Bill  to  be  spent 
in  it,  nor  do  I  wish  for  one  sixpence,  and  I 
might  easily  declare  before  the  electors  that  I 
would  consent  to  borrow  no  more  money ;  but 
I  look  upon  it  from  a  wider  point  of  view  than 
one  electorate,  and  I  say  it  would  be  an  im- 
ilr.  J.  McKemit 


possibility  to  stop  borrowing  at  the  present 
moment.  But,  whilst  I  am  prepared  to  support 
the  second  reading  of  this  Bill,  I  wish  it  to  be 
distinctly  understood  that  when  the  pablio- 
works  estimates  come  down  there  are  some 
railways  in  that  schedule  I  shall  vote  against 
— railways  which,  I  think,  could  be  stopped 
without  any  serious  loss  to  the  colony.  And  then 
I  shall  expect  the  Premier  to  carry  out  his  pro- 
mise and  reduce  the  loan  by  the  corresponoing 
amount.  And  if  he  does  not  do  that,  we  shall 
have  an  opportunity,  when  his  Loan  Bill  is  in 
Committee,  to  reduce  it  in  that  way.  I  am  glad 
to  find  that  the  Premier  considered  the  colony 
first  in  this  matter,  and  party  second.  There 
are  some  of  his  supporters  in  this  House  who 
are  endeavouring  to  balance  themselves  on  a 
rail,  and  I  believe  the  operation  is  a  difficult 
one  on  this  Loan  Bill.  I  think  the  speeches  of 
the  honourable  members  for  Mount  Ida  and 
Caveisham  show  this  House  exactly  how  they 
can  balance  themselves  on  a  rail,  ready  at  any 
moment  to  jump  down  on  either  side  according 
as  it  suits  them  best.  We  have  been  told  to- 
night that  the  idea  of  making  railways  under 
the  land-grant  system  was  very  much  in  favour, 
and  that  that  was  the  proper  system  to  make 
railways  by.  Now,  I  object  to  that  distinctly, 
and  I  would  sooner  borrow  money  at  any  time 
to  build  a  railway  than  grant  any  land  to  make 
it.  I  hope  this  House  will  not  be  led  away 
by  this  claptrap  about  getting  railways  made 
more  cheaply  by  land-grants.  We  are  taking 
the  assets  we  have  borrowed  money  upon,  and 
blinding  the  eyes  of  the  money-lenders  at 
Home  from  whom  we  have  borrowed  money,  if 
we  give  away  any  part  of  our  principal— -of 
which  our  landed  estate  is  part — to  make  rail- 
ways ;  and  I  am  quite  sure  that,  in  the  long- 
run,  it  will  be  much  dearer  to  make  railways 
in  that  way  than  if  we  had  borrowed  the 
money  straight  out  to  make  them.  I  do 
not  intend  to  keep  the  House  at  this  early  bonr 
of  the  morning,  but  I  wish  to  say  that  I  con- 
sider it  necessary,  in  the  interests  of  the  colony, 
that  this  money  should  be  borrowed.  I  am 
quite  satisfied  of  the  impossibility  of  doing 
without  it,  and  any  one  who,  during  the  eiea- 
tions,  thought  it  could  be  done  wi^out  coold 
not  have  considered  the  subject  very  carefully. 
There  are  some  railways  which  I  think  the 
country  can  very  well  do  without  for  majiy 
years  to  come,  and  I  shall  vote  for  their  being 
struck  out  of  the  schedule  of  the  Loan  Bill. 

Mr.  ALLEN. — I  am  only  going  to  make  a 
very  few  remarks,  as  the  hour  is  very  late ;  but 
I  must  say  that,  so  far  as  most  of  the  speeches 
have  gone,  at  any  rate  those  from  the  Opposi- 
tion side  of  the  House,  they  seem  to  me  to  be 
mostly  an  attempt  to  stigmatize  members  on 
this  side  of  the  House,  members  who  came  in, 
suppose,  as  independent  candidates.  Well,  I 
let  that  go  for  what  it  is  worth — I  do  not  think 
it  is  of  much  value.  But,  Sir,  I  do  think  that 
we  have  not  rightly  estimated  the  position  in 
which  we  are  placed  at  the  present  moment. 
I  think  that  most  of  us — most  of  those,  at  any 
rate,  who  have  thought  on  the  subject  at  all 
— have  made  up  their  minds  that  a  policy  of 
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borrowing  is  a  ruinous  policy,  tuid  especially  at 
the  present  time ;  and  if  we  could  get  rid  of  it 
at  the  present  moment  it  would  be  the  right 
position  to  take  up.  But,  after  all,  one  has  to 
consider  whether  the  position  is  a  tenable  one ; 
whether  it  is  possible,  in  the  present  state  of 
the  colony,  that  all  works  that  are  in  progress 
should  be  suddenly  put  a  stop  to.  Now,  so 
fat  as  I  myself  am  concerned,  I  stated  when 
I  was  a  candidate  that  I  did  not  think  it  was 
right  or  reasonable  to  leave  certain  railways  in 
an  unfinished  state,  in  an  unworkable  state : 
that  is  to  say,  it  would  not  be  right,  for  in- 
stance, to  leave  a  railway -bridge  half  con- 
structed— that  we  should,  at  any  rate,  carry 
those  railways  to  some  point  or  other  where 
they  might  be  worked.  Having  taken  up  that 
position,  let  me  now  ask  whether  it  is  possible 
to  make  any  large  savings,  to  abandon  this 
loan  of  one  million.  And  I  may  say,  at 
the  outset,  that  I  do  think  it  is  possible, 
if  we  like  to  undertake  the  task,  to  largely 
reduce  this  million  loan ;  and  I  do  think 
the  proper  position  to  take  up  is  to  accept  the 
Premier's  suggestion  and,  when  we  go  into 
Committee,  attempt  to  get  some  of  the  items 
struck  off.  I  think  a  mistake  has  been  made 
in  considering  that  it  is  only  under  Part  III. 
that  large  reductions  can  be  made :  in  fact,  my 
opinion  is  that  under  Class  III.  only  small 
reductions  can  be  made.  With  regard  to  the 
railway  policy,  I  do  not  believe  any  large  re- 
ductions can  possibly  be  made  without  doing 
enormous  injury.  Sir,  there  was  laid  upon  the 
table  of  this  House  some  time  ago  a  return 
which  showed  that  there  were  only  three  rail- 
ways, I  think,  in  hand — those  three  railways 
were  the  Rotorua  Section,  and  the  Manawatu 
Gorge  Section,  and  the  Otago  Central  Section 
— these  are  the  only  sections  in  progress  or  on 
which  work  has  been  commenced  that  cannot 
be  carried  to  some  definite  place,  according  to 
that  return,  out  of  the  money  at  present  in 
hand.  For  those  three  it  seems  to  be  abso- 
lutely necessary  that  some  money  will  have  to 
be  borrowed.  Then,  with  regard  to  the  other 
great  railway  scheme,  the  North  Island  Trunk 
Bailway,  I  must  say  that  I  speak  with  a 
certain  amount  of  ignorance  of  the  country, 
but  I  cannot  help  thinking  that  it  is  possible 
for  us  at  the  present  time  to  put  a  stop  to  a 
large  portion  of  the  North  Island  Trunk  Rail- 
way construction.  It  seems  now  that  the  cost 
of  it  has  been  largely  under-estimated,  and  that 
if  we  spend  a  million  on  it  we  cannot  get  very 
far.  A  millioa  and  a  quarter  more,  at  any 
rate,  will  be  required  to  complete  it ;  and  I 
think  it  would  be  a  question  for  us  to  consider 
in  Committee  whether  we  cannot  make  a  stop 
here,  and,  by  cutting  off  £300,000  or  JE400,000 
from  this  line,  so  reduce  the  loan  proposals. 
But  what  I  got  up  mainly  to  say  was  this  :  that, 
apart  from  the  North  Island  Trunk  Railway 
altogether,  and  apart  from  Part  III.  of  these 
estimates,  there  is  another  fund  which  very  few 
honourable  members  have  really  touched  upon, 
and  which  is  a  fund  in  the  items  of  which  I 
think  we  could  make  very  large  reductions. 
That  is  the  fund  in  Fart  I.    First  of  all,  there 


is  immigration,  and  I  am  not  at  all  sure  that 
we  are  justified  in  spending  out  of  the  new  loan 
so  large  a  sum  as  £70,000  within  the  next  three 
years.  Then,  with  regard  to  roads  and  bridges, 
and  things  of  that  kind,  I  think  there  too  we 
are  exceeding  the  amount  we  should  apply  to 
such  purposes  out  of  loan.  Under  that  head 
there  are  grants  in  aid ;  and  there  are,  unfortu- 
nately those  liabilities  for  village  settlements  to 
the  extent  of  £70,000,  which  must  be  met,  bat 
for  which  this  Qovemment  are  not  responsible, 
but  their  predecessors.  Then,  there  area  large 
number  of  public  buildings  which  come  under 
this  head.  There  is  £70,000  for  lunatic  asylums, 
some  new  ones,  for  instance.  In  a  place  where 
there  are  already  two  asylums  it  is  proposed  to 
enlarge  one  very  much  ;  and  they  ore  going  to 
build  doctors'  residences  at  Sunnyside,  Seacliff, 
and  other  places.  The  amount  for  lunatic 
asylums  might  very  well  be  reduced.  There 
are  several  other  items ;  but  I  shall  not  go 
through  them  now.  There  are  many,  however, 
which  I  think  ought  not  to  be  put  down  here, 
but  ought  to  be  charged  to  consolidated  revenue^ 
and,  if  we  cannot  meet  them  out  of  that,  t'aeu 
buildings  of  this  kind  should  be  stopped.  At 
any  rate,  I  am  quite  sure  of  this:  that  so  long 
as  we  go  on  constructing  these  buildings  out  of 
loan  so  long  will  our  difficulties  continue.  I 
have  made  a  great  many  more  notes,  but  I  will 
not  detain  the  House  at  this  hour. 

Mr.  MOSS. — It  has  always  been  usual,  if  we 
intend  to  borrow  at  all,  to  have  the  Loan  Bill 
read  a  second  time.  When  the  Opposition  in 
a  previous  session,  comprising  in  great  part 
the  honourable  gentlemen  who  now  sit  on 
the  Government  side  of  the  House,  proposed 
to  reduce  the  loan  very  largely,  and  succeeded 
in  reducing  it  by  a  quarter  of  a  million, 
they  first  decided  that  the  estimates  must  be 
reduced,  and,  when  that  was  done,  reduced  the 
loan.  The  question  before  ns  now  is,  Are  we 
to  borrow  at  all  or  not?  If  we  are  prepared 
to  say  that  we  will  cease  to  borrow,  we  might 
vote  against  the  second  reading  of  the  Bill ; 
but,  if  we  are  to  borrow,  I  do  not  see  how  wa 
can  do  that.  The  course  laid  down  by  the 
Premier  is,  I  think,  the  right  one :  that,  after 
the  second  reading  he  will  take  the  public- 
works  estimates.  That  will  be  the  time  to 
make  reductions,  and,  if  honourable  gentlemen 
are  in  earnest,  there  are  a  large  number  of 
items  which  can  be  very  well  reduced.  Take, 
for  example,  the  Blenheim-Awatore  line.  It 
is  proposed  to  spend  £31,700  on  that  line  ;  and, 
when  you  look  into  it  as  explained  by  the 
Minister  for  Public  Works,  you  find  that  five 
and  a  half  miles  of  the  line  are  to  be  made : 
that  they  propose  to  make  a  road  to  the  Awa- 
tore  from  the  end  of  the  five  and  a  half  miles- 
of  line,  and  then  erect  an  expensive  bridge  over 
that  river  at  a  cost  of  from  £15,000  to  £20,000. 
That  is  an  old  item,  which  has  been  resisted  in 
this  House,  and  was  successfully  resisted  by 
the  late  Government,  who  refused  to  make  the 
bridge.  That  bridge  will  open  np  about  one 
hundred  and  forty  thousand  acres  of  land  owned 
by  absentees.  We  certainly  ought  not  tO' 
borrow  money  for  that   purpose,  but  should 
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leave  the  persons  interested  to  make  the  bridge 
for  themselves.  There  are  other  items  of  the 
same  kind  which  might  be  struck  ont.  It  is  a 
doctrine  which  I  have  long  fought  for  that  we 
ought  not  to  borrow  mono}',  and  burden  those 
'who  come  after  us  with  a  great  debt — in  fact, 
sell  this  country,  as  we  have  been  doing,  to 
money-lenders  in  London — unless  it  be  for 
works  that  will  be  directly  reproductive.  I 
have  always  thought  that  is  the  sole  principle 
on  which  we  should  act — that  we  ought  not  to 
burden  those  coming  after  us,  unless  it  be  to 
enable  us  to  increase  the  productions  of  the 
country.  If  we  had  confined  our  borrowing  to 
that  we  should  be  in  a  much  better  position 
to-day.  And  look  at  the  position  into  which 
this  borrowing  has  brought  us.  We  are  in  the 
humiliating  position  that  this  great  colony 
cannot  go  on  the  Stock  Exchange  unless  we 
pledge  ourselves  not  to  borrow  any  more  for 
a  definite  time.  Our  debentures  have  been 
falling  for  a  long  time  past,  and  now  are 
quoted  at  some  8  or  10  per  cent,  below  those 
of  other  colonies.  To  me  the  passing  of 
the  estimates  is  always  the  saddest  part  of 
the  session.  They  are  left  to  the  last,  and 
never  closely  scrutinised.  Money  is  borrowed, 
and  we  scramble  for  it ;  and,  unless  we  change 
our  old  course  in  that  respect,  I  do  not  see 
how  we  are  to  extricate  the  colony  from  its 
present  position.  The  honourable  member  for 
Mount  Ida  has  justly  quoted  the  speeches  of 
the  Premier  on  different  occasions,  and  I  dare 
say  I  could  quote  him,  and  he  me ;  but  I  do 
not  think  any  good  will  come  from  prolonging 
the  debate,  or  that  we  shall  mend  matters 
until  we  determine  that  we  will  not  borrow 
except  for  the  definite  purpose  of  increasing 
our  productions  and,  with  them,  the  solid 
wealth  of  the  countrr 

Sir  J.  VOGEL.— At  this  late  hour  I  shall  not 
reply  to  the  extraordinary  charges  mode  by  the 
honourable  member  for  Egmont  in  respect  to 
the  late  Government  as  to  paying  the  interest 
due  in  England.  I  will  only  say,  at  present, 
that  the  honourable  member  clearly  does  not 
understand  the  practice  which  he  himself  has 
adopted  for  years.  He  has  taken  exception  to 
a  course  whilst,  acting  under  the  directions  of 
the  Treasury  officers,  he  has  been  pursuing  pre- 
cisely the  same  course  for  years  past.  Instead 
of  complaining  that  I  telegraphed  part  of  the 
interest  Home  on  one  occasion  only,  the  honour- 
able gentleman  should  have  acknowledged  that 
for  more  than  a  year  before  he  left  office  he 
did  the  very  same  himself  on  account  of  all  the 
interest  payable  in  England.  As  to  the  ques- 
tion of  selling  deficiency  bills  when  the  reve- 
nue was  short  at  a  particular  period  of  the 
year,  that  is  a  practice  which  has  always  ob- 
tained here  and  in  other  countries  in  order  to 
raise  revenue.  The  honourable  gentleman  ought 
to  know  that  it  is  impossible  to  pay  interest  on 
the  date  it  is  due  unless  the  Auditor-General  is 
satisfied  that  there  is  sufficient  to  the  credit 
of  the  consoUdated  revenue  to  meet  it ;  and 
the  question  of  paying  it  in  England  or  here 
is  a  financial  detail  of  a  not  very  difficult 
character.  The  honourable  gentleman  has  no 
>Ir.llo$$ 


need   to   worry   himself   about   meeting    the 
payment  in  England  of  £1,300,000,  if  be  has 
£1,800,000  at  his  command  either  here  or  in 
England.     It  is  a  very  simple  financial  qnea- 
tion  ;  but  I  will  go  through  it  more  at  length 
on  another  occasion.    I  will  only  say,  in  con- 
clusion,  that    a    great    set    has    been    made 
against   the    honourable    member    for    Mount 
Ida  this  evening  because,  after  having  expressed 
very  strong  opinions  against  the  Government,  he 
is  going  to  vote  with  them.    I  am  not  sure  that 
the  honourable  gentleman  is  not  carrying  ont 
the  practice  of  party  government,  for,  having 
very  strong  views  of  his  own,  which  do  not  qoite 
coincide  with  those  of  either  party,  he  has  to 
choose  with  which   party  he  will  work.      He 
makes  his  election,  and  it  is  not  because,  on  a 
particular  occasion,  a  vote  arises  on  which  he 
cannot  agree  with  them  that  he  can  feel  him- 
self at  liberty  to  leave  his  party,  an  annoonee- 
ment  of  the  kind  which  the  honourable  mem- 
ber at  the  head  of  the  Government  made  this 
evening  having  been  made.     It  is  no  doubt  an 
unfortunate  thing  for  the  honourable  member 
for  Mount  Ida  that  he  has  so  often  to  speak  on 
one  side  and  vote  on  the  other ;  but  he  is  not 
the  only  member  who  has  done  that,  for  I  re- 
collect a  charge   having    been   made    again^ 
another  gentleman  years  ago  of  doing  some- 
thing of   the  same  kind.    I  myself   feel  that 
the   honourable   member  for  ilount    Ida  hai 
certainly  very  strong  views,  which  do  not  ap- 
proach to  the  views  held  by  either  of  the  two 
principal  parties  in  the  House ;  and  therefore  it 
would  not  he  reasonable  to  suppose  he  conld 
work  cordially  with  either  party.    The  honour- 
able gentleman  is  as   different  as  wine  from 
water  from  the  honourable  gentleman  who  is 
sitting  next  him  ;  for,  whereas  the  votes  of  the 
honomrable  member  for  Mount  Ida  are,  I  am 
convinced,  always   guided  by  a  careful    con- 
sideration   of    the   questions   with    which   he 
has    to    deal,    the    honourable    member    for 
Oaversham    is,    unfortunately,  the    sport    of 
personal    passions     and    personal    prejudice. 
If    amybody   who  was   on  the   scene   when  a 
similar  Government  to  the  present  one  was  in 
office  formerly  should  remember  the  part  the 
honourable  member  for  Caversham  then  took, 
and  could  see  now  the  eagerness  with  which 
he  always  tries  to  make  the  best  of  the  views 
of   the    Government,   views   with    which    the 
honourable  gentleman    entirely  disagrees,   he 
would   have   before  him   a  strange   study    of 
human  nature — a  strange  illustration  of  how  it 
is  possible  for  any  honourable  gentleman  to  put 
small  questions  of  a  personal  kind  far  above 
questions  of  a  large  and  national  character, 
with  which  he  is  sent  here  to  deal,  and  which 
you.  Sir,  almost  solemnly  ask  him  to  deal  with 
when  he  is  first  introduced  to  the  House.    I 
am   obliged  to   the    honourable   member    for 
Caversham  for  the  great  importance  he  at- 
taches to  me  personally,  and  therefore  I  am 
one  of  those  who  would  be  glad  to  think  that, 
as  he  grows  older  and  attains  a  riper  age,  he 
will  take  a  higher  view  of  matters  than  he  is 
now  able  to  do.    There  is  another  honourable 
gentleman — who  is  not  now  present,  and  ts 
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whom,  therefore,  I  shall  not  refer — the  honour- 
able member  for  Wallace,  who  has  extremely 
strong  personal  feelings.  Sir,  I  have  to  say 
this,  in  conclnsion :  that  honourable  members 
axe  entirely  deceived  if  they  suppose  that  they 
can  decide  a  three  years'  policy  on  the  votes  we 
may  now  pass  in  Committee  of  Supply.  The 
Premier  has  told  them  they  can  do  so,  and 
I  tell  them  the  contrary.  They  can  discuss 
the  question  of  simply  how  much  they  can 
vote  for  the  present  year.  There  is  not  one 
vote  in  ten  among  the  estimates  now  before 
ns  on  which  honourable  members  will  have  an 
opportunity  of  expressing  by  their  votes  whether 
or  not  they  approve  the  system  of  deciding 
three  and  a  half  years'  expenditure  now.  The 
amendment  moved  by  the  honourable  member 
for  Dunedin  Central  is  an  amendment  which 
says  this :  "  We  will  give  you  sufficient  money 
to  provide  you  with  what  you  will  require  for 
financial  purposes,  and  we  will  give  you  suffi- 
cient means  to  carry  on  necessary  works  in  the 
two  parts  of  the  Pablic  Works  Fund  that 
may  possibly  be  deficient  before  we  shall  have 
an  opportunity  of  providing  you  with  a  larger 
amount  next  session,  if  we  approve  of  doing 
so.  At  present  we  desire  to  curtail  very 
mnoh  the  expenditure  of  borrowed  money, 
and  therefore  we  shall  give  you  the  smallest 
possible  loan  that  we  think  will  be  suffi- 
cient to  provide  both  for  financial  neces- 
sities and  to  carry  on  public  works  which  are 
being  carried  on,  and  which,  we  agree  with  you, 
should  not  be  put  on  abrupt  end  to."  That  is 
the  difference  between  the  views  of  the  honour- 
able gentleman  who  moves  the  amendment  and 
those  of  the  Government.  The  Government 
want  to  bind  the  House  for  a  longer  period.  The 
statement  mode  by  the  Minister  of  Education, 
that  the  Government  are  bound  by  the  Public 
Works  Statement,  is  entirely  erroneous;  it  is 
entirely  deceiving  the  House;  it  is  a  mere 
speech  in  Hansard,  and  in  no  way  binds  the 
House  in  future.  All  the  House  will  be  bound 
to  will  be  the  votes  for  the  current  year  that 
will  be  passed  in  Committee  and  afterwards  in 
the  Appropriation  Act.  The  fact  then  will  be 
that,  in  either  case,  we  shall  simply  provide 
sufficient  money  for  the  expenditure  till  we 
meet  again.  But  the  Loan  Act  is  so  framed 
that,  while  it  purports  to  give  effect  to  the  Pub- 
lic Works  Statement,  it  leaves  it  open  to  the 
House  to  do  in  effect  what  it  likes  with  the 
balance  of  the  money  afterward,  which  can  be 
spent  or  put  to  such  uses  as  the  House  chooses. 
It  is  a  strange  caricature  on  the  opinions  which 
were  expressed  during  the  elections  that  the 
Government  should  come  down  and  ask  for 
a  larger  loan  than  they  can  by  any  possibility 
require  before  the  House  has  had  an  opportu- 
nity of  meeting  again  and  further  considering 
what  should  be  the  future  course  in  regard  to 
public  works.  I  shall  support  the  amendment 
of  the  honourable  member  for  Dunedin  Central, 
and  I  feel  that  those  other  honourable  mem- 
bers who  do  so  will  at  least  be  able  to  say  that 
they  have  voted  consistently  with  their  pro- 
mises to  their  constituents,  whilst  they  will  be 
able  to  feci  a  charitable  sympathy  with  regard 


to  those  who  find  themselves  compelled  by 
other  pledges  to  vote  in  a  manner  greatly 
against  their  conscientious  views,  and  against 
the  conscientious  views  of  those  who  feel  that 
during  the  first  session  of  a  Parliament,  as 
well  as  during  the  next  two  sessions,  they  owe 
an  obligation  to  the  constituents  who  have 
elected  them. 

Mr.  TURNBULL.  —  Unfortunately,  I  find 
myself  differing  from  both  the  Premier  and  the 
late  Colonial  "Treasurer.  The  opinion  1  have 
formed  is  that  the  Premier  has  not  asked  for  a 
large  enough  lean,  as  I  think  it  would  be  far 
wiser  if  he  hod  asked  so  much  as  would  have 
let  us  push  on  the  railways  at  once,  and  com- 
plete them  as  fast  as  possible,  in  order  to  get 
the  country  out  of  its  difficulty.  It  has  been 
stated  by  one  honourable  member  that  it 
would  take  another  million  and  a  half  to  com- 
plete all  the  unfinished  railways  contemplated 
by  the  public-works  policy ;  and  in  my  opinion 
it  would  be  far  wiser  to  raise  so  much  money 
at  once  as  would  enable  us  to  push  on  aU 
the  lines  with  vigour  to  completion.  Then, 
I  think  there  is  another  very  serious  omis- 
sion. We  must  know  that  in  the  future  it 
will  be  impossible  to  provide  for  school-build- 
ings out  of  loans,  and  1  very  much  regret  that 
in  any  loan -scheme  brought  forward  there 
should  not  be  a  proposal  to  provide  another 
half-million  to  bo  set  apart  in  the  hands  of  com- 
missioners, the  interest  of  which  should  be  used 
for  school  and  other  buildings.  This  is  a  ques- 
tion which  will  cause  great  difficulty  in  this 
House  in  the  future,  and  lead  to  a  great  deal 
of  unpleasant  legislation ;  and  the  only  way  to 
avoid  it  is  what  I  suggest.  Sir,  the  question 
of  public  borrowing  is  not  a  question  that  is 
forced  on  us  so  much  by  the  necessities  of  the 
country  as  by  the  excessive  borrowing  of  private 
individuals.  If  honourable  members  will  look 
back  for  ten  years  they  will  see  the  difierenca 
between  the  rate  of  publio  and  the  rate  of 
private  borrowing  in  that  time.  Ten  years  ago 
the  amount  lent  in  the  colony  on  mortgage 
under  the  Land  Transfer  Act  was  five  millions, 
and  to-day  it  is  thirty  millions.  Therefore  in 
ten  ^ears  the  amount  of  private  indebtedness 
has  mcreased  sixfold,  while  the  publio  debt  has 
not  quite  doubled — it  was  nineteen  millions  ton 
years  ago.  There  you  get  the  plague-spot  at 
once.  It  is  of  no  use  for  the  Government  to  stop 
borrowing:  in  fact,  the  very  necessities  of  the 
country  demand  that  the  Government  should 
borrow.  It  is  very  much  better  for  the  Go- 
vernment to  borrow  at  4  per  cent,  than  for 
private  individuals  to  borrow  at  5  per  cent. 
During  the  last  year  private  individuals  bor- 
rowed two  millions.  Thoy  had  to  do  it  in 
order  to  meet  the  necessities  of  the  country, 
because  the  Government  did  not  borrow ;  and 
that  was  a  very  great  loss  to  the  country. 
Honourable  members  may  talk  about  the  ne- 
cessity of  not  further  borrowing ;  but  what  have 
we  been  doing  for  years  ?  We  have  been  pay- 
ing £28,000  a  year  for  salaries  in  the  Public 
Works  Department ;  and  I  say  it  would  be  far 
better  and  cheaper  for  the  Government  to 
finish  off  the  railways  at  once,  and  so  save  the 
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cost  of  that  department.  The  Government 
should  come  down  with  a  complete  scheme  for 
finishing  ofi  the  railways  as  fast  as  possible,  and 
so  save  the  cost  of  that  great  department,  for 
which  we  are  asked  to  vote  £25,000  this  year. 
That  expensive  establishment  is  kept  up  simply 
because  the  railways  are  not  finished  oft  and 
done  with,  as  they  ought  to  be — simply  because 
we  deal  with  them  in  a  shilly-shallying  manner, 
instead  of  pushing  them  vigorously  to  comple- 
tion. One  of  the  greatest  objects  proposed  by 
the  late  Government  was  that  there  should  be 
a  vigorous  prosecution  of  our  railways;  that 
there  should  not  be  grass  growing  on  our  un- 
completed railways,  but  that  they  should  be 
completed  at  once.  If  the  late  Government 
had  taken  the  wise  step  of  pushing  on  our 
public  works  to  completion  with  great  vigour, 
we  should  not  find  ourselves  in  the  lament- 
able condition  in  which  we  are.  I  say  it  is  a 
necessity  that  the  Government  should  at  once 
borrow  the  money  to  complete  our  railways. 
The  securities  of  no  country  in  the  world 
should  staud  higher  than  those  of  New  Zea- 
land, and  the  returns  from  our  various  sources 
of  revenue — the  railways.  Customs,  property- 
tax,  and  other  sources — are  quite  sufficient  to 
warrant  us  in  borrowing  another  four  millions 
of  money.  It  has  been  said  by  one  honourable 
member  to-night  that  to  attempt  to  borrow 
much  money  now  would  lower  the  value  of  our 
securities,  and  that  we  could  only  get  money  at 
a  ruinous  rate.  But,  if  there  is  any  doubt  as  to 
that,  what  would  be  easier — though  I  own  it 
would  not  be  a  plan  which  would  be  generally 
approved — I  say,  if  there  is  any  doubt  as  to  the 
goodness  of  the  security  of  New  Zealand,  what 
would  be  easier  than  to  appoint  a  commis- 
sioner to  whom  should  be  handed  over  at  once 
the  proceeds  of  our  Customs,  our  property-tax, 
and  our  railways  for  the  payment  of  interest  on 
the  money  borrowed?  That  would  enable  us  to 
pay  interest  on  another  four  millions  of  money. 
With  £1,200,000  a  year  from  Customs,  £400,000 
from  property-tax,  and  the  large  sum  which  is 
the  net  return  from  our  railways,  there  would 
be  ample  security  for  a  large  further  loan  to 
complete  oui  railways.  If  those  sums  were 
paid  over  into  the  bands  of  commissioners  there 
would  be  a  guarantee  for  any  amount  of  money 
we  might  raise — even  if  we  went  to  the  extent 
of  four  millions  more  thtu  now.  For  the  one 
reason  alone  that  it  would  be  possible  by  com- 
pleting our  railways  to  do  away  with  the  Pub- 
lic Works  Department,  and  so  save  that  large 
annual  cost,  the  lines  ought  to  be  finished  as 
fast  as  they  possibly  can  be,  for  the  cost  of 
that  department  is  equal  to  the  interest  on 
three  quarters  of  a  million  of  money  every 
year.  But  so  long  as  we  keep  to  this  system 
of  making  a  little  bit  of  railway  here  and  a 
small  piece  there  it  will  be  necessary  to  main- 
tain this  large  establishment;  and  therefore 
a  largo  part  of  the  money  that  should  go 
towards  the  completion  of  our  public  works 
is  being  paid  to  the  officers  in  that  depart- 
ment solely  to  keep  things  going.  I  should 
be  sorry  to  speak  of  any  of  these  officers 
disrespectfully ;  but  we  have  heard  that  there 
Ut.  TumbuU 


is  "a  way  not  to  do  it;"  and  it  appeals  to 
me  that,  from  the  time  those  gentlemm 
have  been  there,  the  whole  of  the  plans  and 
preparations  for  all  the  railways  should  be 
completed  long  ago,  and  that  it  wo  bad  the 
money  we  might  at  once  commence  with  Uia 
reduction  of  the  expenditure.  If  any  member 
of  this  House  chooses  to  consider  the  position 
of  the  country,  to  look  at  our  imports  and 
exports — and  these  can  now  be  estimated  cor- 
reotly  from  the  returns  —  if  it  is  calculated 
what  we  have  exported  and  what  we  have  re- 
ceived, it  will  be  found  that  this  coontry  is 
going  backward  every  year  to  the  extent  of  a 
million  and  a  half,  and  of  necessity  we  most 
either  support  it  by  borrowing   two   millions 

Erivately,  as  was  done  last  year,  or  we  must 
orrow  money  to  carry  on  our  public  wozks. 
There  is  a  great  advantage  in  choosing  the 
alternative  of  borrowing  to  carry  on  pablie 
works ;  as,  if  we  can  complete  the  railways,  they 
can  be  worked  at  very  much  less  expense  than 
now,  because  it  must  be  obvious  that,  with  a 
number  of  incomplete  lines,  with  terminal  Eta- 
tions  at  different  points,  and  therefore  extn 
officers  employed,  these  alone  must  be  a  great 
cause  of  our  railways  not  paying  interest.  A 
great  deal  of  the  loss  is  solely  due  to  their  in- 
completeness. I  regret  very  much  that  the 
present  Government  have  not  shown  a  bold 
front  and  asked  for  a  larger  loan;  for,  if  we 
ore  going  to  extend  the  spending  of  what  ii 
proposed  to  be  borrowed  over  three  years,  in- 
stead of  being  a  benefit  the  public  works  will  be 
carried  on  at  a  very  great  loss  to  the  colony. 
These  works,  instead  of  being  dragged  out  so 
as  to  extend  over  three  j'ears,  should  be  com- 
pleted in  eighteen  months.  The  question  is 
asked,  When  you  stop  borrowing  publicly,  what 
is  to  be  the  condition  of  the  country?  I  say,  if 
we  borrow  this  money  we  shall  enable  prudent 
men,  men  who  have  taken  notice  of  the  coming 
storm,  to  put  themselves  in  such  a  position 
that  the  blow,  when  it  comes,  will  not  fall 
heavily  upon  them.  I  look  on  borrowing  as  an 
inevitable  necessity.  Bather  than  bind  our- 
selves not  to  borrow  for  three  years,  it  would 
be  far  better  to  borrow  enough  money  at  onoe 
to  complete  the  lines,  so  tiiat  our  railways 
might  be  returning  a  considerable  amount 
of  money,  and  thus  help  to  pay  the  interest 
on  our  debt.  Then,  instead  of  their  return- 
ing 2  or  3}  per  cent,  as  they  now  are  doing, 
they  would  yield  i  per  cent ;  and  4  per  cent,  on 
fifteen  millions  would  pay  half  the  interest  on 
our  colonial  debt.  During  the  elections  I 
pointed  out  the  necessity  for  borrowing,  and  I 
say  the  Treasurer  has  shown  wisdom  in  having 
the  courage  to  bring  down  a  Loan  Bill,  and  I 
should  have  been  very  much  more  satisfied  if 
he  had  brought  down  a  Bill  for  another  mil- 
lion and  a  half,  so  as  to  complete  the  public- 
works  policy,  and  then  to  say  that  borrowing 
should  cease  altogether.  Then,  there  is  the 
question  of  those  harbours  which  will  have 
to  be  taken  over  by  the  colony ;  they  will 
not,  however,  increase  our  liabilities.  It  is  said 
that  the  further  we  extend  our  railways  the 
less  they  pay ;  but  the  reason  for  that  must  be 
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obTions  to  eveiy  one.  We  are  oanying  these 
railways  through  private  property  of  many 
thousands  of  acres  in  extent,  and  there  is  not 
enongh  trafBo  to  justify  the  extensions.  A 
-wise  system  of  taxation  would  in  a  short  time 
remedy  that.  I  shall  support  the  Loan  Bill, 
and,  unless  very  strong  reasons  are  given 
against  any  individual  vote,  I  shall  find  my- 
■elf ,  in  the  main,  supporting  the  proposals. 

Mr.  MILLS. — We  have  heard  the  old  story 
to-night  of  charges  levied  against  the  indepen- 
dent members  of  this  House — charges  against 
those  honourable  gentlemen  that  they  have 
formed  themselves  into  a  servile  following  of 
the  Ministry.  I  should  not  like  it  to  go  forth 
nnohallenged  that  we  have  been  false  to  our 
election-pledges,  and  I  can  only  say,  for  myself 
and  for  several  others  who  are  acting  with  me, 
that  it  is  only  after  very  careful  consideration 
that  we  have  given  that  general  support  to  the 
present  Ministry  which  we  have  given  so  far ; 
and  it  has  been  purely  because  they  have 
brought  down  measures  which  were  in  entire 
accordance  with  thoBC  pledges  which  we  gave 
to  our  constituents  during  the  late  elections. 
I  would  point  to  the  several  measures  that  have 
80  far  been  passed  by  this  House  as  an  evidence 
of  this — as  an  evidence  that  the  present  Ministry 
have  gone  as  far  in  the  direction  of  retrench- 
ment as  the  most  exacting  could  desire,  and 
as  far  as  could  be  expected  of  them  during 
the  short  time  they  have  had  at  their  dis- 
posal to  bring  this  about.  They  have,  in  the 
first  place,  carried  through  measures  effecting 
very  drastic  retrenchment  in  the  salaries  of 
Ministers,  and  in  the  salary  atta<:hed  to  the 
position  of  Governor.  They  have  carried 
through  Bills  reducing  the  number  of  members 
of  this  House,  and  reducing  the  honoraria 
of  members  of  both  Houses.  They  have 
carried  through  land  measures  which  are  cal- 
oalated  to  encourage  settlement  on  the  land, 
settlement  of  all  classes,  and  to  do  away  with 
many  of  the  objections  that  have  characterized 
the  land-administration  for  some  years  past. 
They  have  also  carried  through  a  measure  for 
placing  the  management  of  our  railways  under 
a  Board,  which  I  am  very  hopeful  will  have 
very  beneficial  results,  and  which  I  hope  will 
lead  to  very  much  more  satisfactory  returns 
from  the  railways  in  the  future.  These  mea- 
sures are  so  much  in  accordance  with  the 
attitude  which  many  of  us  took  up  during  the 
elections  that  I  cannot  see  how  it  can  reason- 
ably be  expected  that  we  should  do  otherwise 
thskn  give  a  fair  support  to  the  Ministry  during 
this  session.  What  attitude  we  shall  take  in 
the  future  it  is  hard  to  say.  That  depends  very 
much  on  how  far  these  honourable  gentlemen 
carry  out  the  promises  they  are  making  to  us. 
I  hold  that  the  position  we  have  taken  up  is 
each  that  we  are  not  pledged  to  them  in  any 
way,  at  all  events  beyond  the  present  session. 
I  shall  be  very  much  interested  to  notice  how 
some  honourable  members  on  the  other  side  of 
the  House  will  reconcile  their  conduct  to  their 
constituents  when  they  go  before  them  again. 
Many  honourable  members,  to  my  knowledge, 
took  a  very  strong  stand  during  the  election  on 
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these  very  questions  to  which  I  have  alluded 
and  which  have  been  carried  successfully 
through  the  House.  Those  honourable  gentle- 
men indicated  their  intention  to  advocate  a  re- 
duction of  Ministers'  salaries,  a  reduction  of  th» 
Governor's  salary,  a  reduction  in  the  number  of 
members,  a  reduction  in  the  honorarium,  and 
a  change  in  the  administration  of  railways; 
and  yet  these  same  honourable  gentlemen  have 
taken  a  most  active  part  in  harassing  Minis- 
ters during  this  session,  and  have  done  all  in 
their  power  to  prevent  the  carrying  of  these 
measures  into  effect.  With  regard  to  this  loan, 
I  do  not  feel  myself  in  the  same  delicate  posi- 
tion in  which  some  honourable  members  have 
felt  themselves,  because,  although  during  the 
election  I  strongly  advocated  retrenchment 
and  a  tapering-oS  of  borrowing,  at  the  same 
time  I  very  clearly  let  it  be  understood  that, 
however  desirable  it  might  be  to  stop  bor- 
rowing in  theory,  I  looked  upon  it  as  an 
impossibility  and  very  undesirable  in  the  cir- 
cumstances of  the  colony.  It  is  all  very  well 
to  say,  "  It  is  all  nonsense,  this  borrowing : 
stop  borrowing,  stop  these  public  works  " — I 
am  perfectly  certain  that  to  do  so  would  lead  to 
very  disastrous  results.  It  strikes  one  with 
terror  to  think  what  would  bd  the  result  of  a 
sudden  stoppage  of  public  works:  thousands 
of  people  would  be  thrown  out  of  employment, 
and  this  would  increase  to  an  alarming  extent 
the  distress  and  depression  which  now  exist 
in  the  colony.  I  feel  perfectly  free,  therefore, 
to  support  this  proposal  to  borrow,  and  t<> 
taper  ofl  public-works  expenditure  in  such 
a  way  as  is  shown  in  the  proposals  attached 
to  the  scheme  of  the  Minister  for  Public 
Works.  No  doubt  it  is  impossible  for  any 
Minister  to  indicate  exactly  what  shall  be  the 
course  of  public  works  during  three  years ;  but 
the  present  Ministry  have  indicated  a  taper- 
ing-off  policy.  As  regards  the  loan  itself,  I 
should  certainly  like  to  have  seen  some  pro- 
vision made  for  borrowing  in  the  colony.  I 
feel  convinced  that,  if  the  Minister  would  so- 
formulate  the  proposals  in  the  Loan  Bill  as  that 
he  could  borrow,  say,  half  a  million  within  the 
colony,  he  would  have  no  diiUculty  in  raising 
the  money,  and  he  could  delay  going  on  the- 
London  market  for  perhaps  another  year  or 
eighteen  months,  daring  which  time  the  effect 
of  the  retrenchment  and  the  new  management 
of  railways  would  be  shown,  and  the  investing 
public  of  London  would  be  thoroughly  satisfied 
that  the  honest  desire  of  the  colony  is  to  re- 
trieve its  position  and  make  its  revenue  meet 
its  expenditure ;  and  so,  when  the  time  came 
to  go  on  the  London  market,  ve  should  be  able 
to  sell  our  loan  at  a  very  satisfactory  figure. 
I  would  strongly  urge  the  Minister  to  give 
his  attention  to  this  question  of  borrowing  a 
moderate  amount — say,  half  a  million — in  the 
colony. 
An  Hon.  Mekbeb. — At  what  rate  7 
Mr.  MILLS. — I  believe  it  possible  to  get  it 
at  6  or,  at  all  events,  5}  per  cent.  I  contend 
that  it  would  pay  us  to  give  5}  per  cent,  in 
the  colony.  I  would  only  explain  that  a  loan  in 
the  colony  would  be  liable  to  property-tax,  and 
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that  we  shoDld  thus  do  away  with  the  heavy 
conunissions,  excbaoges,  and  discounts  on  out 
loans  raised  in  London ;  and  the  difference 
would  be  very  little  against  the  colony,  and 
that  little  we  could  afford  to  give,  because  the 
loan  would  be  floated  within  the  colony  and 
the  money  would  be  spent  amongst  ootselves. 
I  think  on  public  grounds,  also,  it  is  desirable 
that  some  such  fund  should  be  created,  into 
which  trust  funds  could  be  placed.  Trust 
funds  in  the  colony  are  increasing,  small  and 
large,  and  there  is  great  difficulty  in  finding 
investments.  If  some  such  loan  were  set  apart 
purely  for  the  investment  of  trust  funds,  I  am 
sure  it  would  be  very  much  appreciated.  J 
would  simply  reiterate  that  I  think  such  a 
course  would  tend  to  increase  out  credit  in 
London,  and  would  improve  the  prospects  of 
our  loan  very  much  when  it  becomes  necessary 
to  go  on  the  London  market. 

Mr.  PERCEVAL.— I  must  congratulate  the 
Government  upon  having  such  a  hearty  sup- 
porter as  the  honourable  member  for  Port 
Chalmers.  His  speech  has  been  a  panegyric 
upon  the  economies  of  the  Qovernment.  No- 
body was  more  prepared  to  support  a  policy 
of  retrenchment  than  I  was,  and  I  have 
endeavoured  to  give  the  Government  a  hearty 
support  in  their  retrenchment  proposals,  but 
it  seems  to  me  that  these  retrenchment  pro- 
posals, so  far,  ore  reolljr  very  trifling.  We  have 
had  the  Honorarium  Bill,  and  we  have  had  the 
zeduction  in  the  Governor's  salary  —  which, 
however,  does  not  take  effect  for  some  time — 
ftnd  we  have  had  the  Ministers'  Salaries  and 
Allowances  Bill.  But  the  total  amount  saved 
by  these  measures  is  really  very  trifling,  ai;id 
the  main  question  of  retrenchment  has  really 
not  been  touched  yet:  that  has  to  come.  I 
only  hope  the  Government  will  carry  out  the 
pledges  they  have  given  to  the  House  in  this 
direction ;  and  I  think  that  our  time  would 
have  been  better  occupied  if  we  had  had  more 
time  given  ns  to  consider  the  retrenchment 
proposals  of  the  Government  in  detail.  I 
fear  that  when  these  proposals  come  before 
us  we  shall  not  have  an  opportunity  of  giving 
them  the  attention  that  they  demand ;  and 
I  think,  instead  of  wasting  the  time  that 
undoubtedly  has  been  wasted  this  session, 
if  we  had  given  full  consideratiort  to  this 
question  we  should  have  been  doing  more 
valuable  work.    Now,  Sir,  with  regard  to  the 

g resent  loan  proposals,  I  must  say  that  I 
ave  been  very  much  surprised  at  the  absence 
of  criticism  of  the  borrowing  proposals  of 
the  Government.  The  policy  of  the  Govern- 
ment may  be  divided  into  three  heads — their 
retrenchment  policy,  their  borrowing  policy, 
and  their  taxation  policy.  In  respect  to  their 
retrenchment  policy,  both  sides  of  the  House 
were  willing  to  assist  them  in  carrying  that 
out;  but,  when  we  come  to  the  borrowing 
proposals  of  the  Government,  I  must  say  I 
have  thought  it  most  extraordinary  that  so 
few  honourable  members  should  have  risen  to 
oppose  that  policy ;  and  I  have  been  amusing 
myself  this  evening  with  turning  up  two  or 
three  election  speeches,  and  I  will  ask  the 
Mr.  Mills 


House  to  listen  to  them  for  a  few  minntes,  to 

show  what  I  consider  the  inconsistency  at 
certain  honourable  members.  I  shall,  first  of 
all,  begin  with  the  honourable  member  for 
Eden.  He  is  the  author  of  the  Public  Works 
Statement  which  is  now  before  us ;  and  in  tam- 
ing up  his  speech  I  find  the  following : — 

"He  [the  Minister  for  Public  Works]  li«d 
always  voted  against  the  borrowing  system  bat 
once,  when  it  was  absolutely  necessary.  Thuz 
present  indebtedness  was  £3i,000,000,  and  he 
thought  that  at  present  the  colony  would  zest. 
The  Premier  [referring  to  Sir  Bobert  Stoat] 
evidently  thought  diflerently,  for  he  said  in  a 
recent  speech  that  he  was  in  favour  of  another 
two-million  loan.  This  was  said  to  be  foe 
the  completion  of  the  Otago  Central  and 
Helensville  North  Railways.  Well,  much  as 
he  would  like  to  see  the  Helensville  North 
Bailway  done,  he  felt  that  he  could  not  givs 
his  support  to  such  a  loan. — (A  Voice :  '  Sony 
for  that.') — Yes,  and  so  was  he,  for  he  believed 
that  line  would  be  the  saving  of  Auckland,  for 
it  would  open  up  some  really  excellent  land. 
Still,  he  thought  that  they  should  not  borrow 
any  more  imtii  they  could  pay  the  interest  of 
the  loan  from  the  ordinary  revenue  without 
increasing  the  burdens  of  the  people.  Ko 
doubt  the  time  would  arrive  when  that  could 
be  done." 

Now,  it  seems  to  me  that  when  the  honour- 
able gentleman  gets  into  office  ho  plays  a  dif- 
ferent tune  altogether.  I  am  not  going  to  read 
any  more  s}>eeohes,  but  I  will  mention  the  fol- 
lowing honourable  members  as  members  who 
have  been  the  most  strong  in  their  advocacy 
of  retrenchment  during  the  late  elections.  We 
have  the  honourable  members  for  Dunedin 
East,  Caversham,  Selwyn,  Ponsonby,  Wairoa, 
Ashley,  Gladstone,  and  Mount  Ida— who  are 
now  loud  in  their  demands  for  further  bor- 
rowing, or  rather,  I  should  say,  silent  in 
their  opposition  to  it.  I  do  not  say  that  each 
of  these  honourable  members  I  have  named 
goes  so  far  as  some  of  the  advocates  do.  I  hear 
the  member  for  Ashley  protesting;  but,  if  the 
honourable  member  would  like  me  to  qnote 
him  verbatim,  I  can  do  so. 

Major  ATKINSON.— We  would  rather  have 
the  proof  another  day. 

Mr.  PERCEVAL.— I  do  not  wish  to  do  the 
honourable  gentleman  any  injustice.  What  he 
said  was  this :  "  Any  further  borrowing  was  not 
necessary,  and  on  works  of  this  kind  would 
meet  with  his  strongest  opposition."  He  was 
referring  to  the  Otogo  Central  Bailway  and  the 
railway  north  of  Auckland.  "  The  time  had 
arrived  to  cease  borrowing." 

Mr.  PEARSON.— May  I  ask  what  paper  that 
is  reported  in  ? 

Mr.  PEBGEVAL.— This  is  from  the  paper 
which  gave  its  strongest  support  to  the  honour- 
able member  for  Ashley — the  Press  newspaper. 

Mr.  PEARSON.— That  is  not  a  correct  re- 
port. 

Mr.  PERCEVAL.— I  am  well  pleased  to  give 
the  honourable  member  tM  opportunity  of  deny- 
ing it.  We  have  been  told  to-night  by  a  great 
many  honourable  members  that  if  we   stop 
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borrowing  we  shall  inflict  a  very  great  injastice 
on  the  people  of  the  colony.    What  I  wont  to 
know  is  this :  whether  our  public-works  policy 
is  to  develop  the   works  of   the   colony,    or 
whether  it  is  to  be  another  means  of  distribut- 
ing charitable  aid.    Honourable  members  seom 
to  rely  on  it  to  provide  work  for  the  "  unem- 
ployed."   This,  I  contend,  is  a  wrong  view  to 
take  of  the  public-works  policy;  and,  if  it  is 
the  right  view,  we  ought  to  stop  it  at  once. 
We  shall  have  to  stop  some  time,  and  shall 
have  to  faco  the  matter,  and  the  sooner  we 
face  it  the  better.    But  it  seems  to  me  that 
it  would  have  been  much  better  if  the  Govern- 
ment, seeing  the  present  difficulty  in  which 
the  colony  is,  and  seeing  that  we  aro  to  meet 
early   next   year,   had    said,    "  We   will   only 
carry  out  existing  engagements  and  complete 
the  contracts  now  in  hand  during  this  year." 
We  sliould  then  have  had  an  opportunity  of 
criticizing  the  retrenchment  proposals  of  the 
Government,  and  of  testing  further  the  paying 
capacity  of  many  of  these  lines,  because  I  feel 
assured  that  very  many  of  these  lines  should 
never  have  been  undertaken ;  and  if  you  go 
through  the  papers  which  have  been  furnished 
by  the  department  they  aeom  to  show  this: 
that  the  farther  the  line  is  open  the  less  it 
pays.    There  are  some  lines,  undoubtedly,  that 
cannot  pay  until  they  ore  completed ;   but  it 
does  not  seem  at  all  correct  to  say  the  farther 
you  go  with  a  line  the  more  it  pays.    Now 
with  regard  to  the  construction  of  railways  by 
means  of  land-grants.      A  good  deal  of  our 
attention  has  been  taken  up  with  this  topic ; 
and  I  should  like  to  say  this  :  that,  if  we  were 
in  a  different  position,  there  would  have  been 
no  stronger  opponent  of  this    system  than  I 
myself  should  have  been ;  bat,  looking  at  the 
present  circumstances  of  the  colony,  I  really 
think  it  the  best  means  of  constructing  some  of 
our  lines ;  and  I  shall  be  only  too  pleased  to 
see  the  North  Island  Main  Trunk  line  and  the 
Otago  Central  line  constructed  on  the  principle 
of  land-grants.     The  honourable  member  who 
spoke  last  made  a  suggestion,  which  I  tliink  is 
deserving  of  some  notice,  as  to  raising  a  small 
losuQ  in  tho  colony.    If  it  could  be  done,  I  think 
it  would  be  an  excellent  thing  ;  but  I  think  the 
honourable  member  for  Port  Chalmers  is  too 
sanguine  in  his  expectations.    I  do  not  think 
there  is  money  available  in  the  colony  at  tho 
present  time   for  tliis  purpose.     I  feel  certain 
the  loan  would  not  be  taken  up  with  such  readi- 
ness OS  ho  anticipates.    I  intend,  Sir,  to  vote 
for  the  amendment  of  the  honourable  member 
for  Dunediu  Central,  because  it  is  in  accord 
wth  my  election-pledges  that  I  should  vote  for 
the  least  possible  amount  of  borrowing.     There 
are,  certainly,  lines  in  the  colony  which  must 
be  made.    There  is  the  lino  between  Woodville 
and  Palmerston — I  consider  that  a  line  which 
cannot  be  delayed ;  and  there  may  bo  one  or 
two  other  lines  which  may  be  in  the  same 
position.     I  feel  perfectly  satisfied  of    this: 
that  there  are  several  lines  in  the  schedule 
Tvhich  we  should  not  proceed  with  further ; 
and  I  hope  that  when  wo  get  into  Committee 
of  Supply   we  shall  have  on  opportunity  of 


cutting  out  some  of  those  lines.  It  seems  to 
me  that  the  course  pursued  by  the  proposer  of 
this  amendment  is  a  proper  course.  It  is  very 
much  wiser,  in  my  estimation,  to  say,  first  of 
all, "  We  wUl  only  borrow  so  much ;  wo  think  the 
colony  cannot  a&ord  to  borrow  more  than  a 
certain  amount,  and  then  wo  will  consider  the 
works  which  would  pay  the  best  to  construct." 
This  seems  to  me  to  be  the  proper  plan.  I 
think  we  should  do  more  justice  to  the  colony 
by  following  such  a  course  as  this  than  by  fol- 
lowing the  system  proposed  of  considering  the 
various  works  proposed  in  Committee,  and  then 
lessening  the  loan  by  the  amount  of  the  reduc- 
tions. The  reason  I  propose  to  support  this 
amendment  is  this  :  that  it  is  only  natural  that 
honourable  members  should  put  their  heads 
together  to  assist  each  other  to  get  the  works 
they  want.  I  think  this  is  an  invitation  to 
"  log-roll : "  that  is  the  right  word,  I  think.  It 
seems  to  me  to  bo  an  invitation  to  this  course, 
and  that  has  been  the  ruin  of  the  colony  in 
the  past.  There  is  one  point  which  I  wish  to 
lay  stress  upon.  It  is  that  there  is  no  doubt 
that  this  is  the  worst  time  we  can  go  on  the 
market,  and,  as  the  Premier  himself  says  in 
his  Financial  Statement, — 

"  If  the  House  should  so  determine,  it  will  be 
possible  with  the  money  at  our  disposal  to  find 
the  funds  to  carry  on  necessary  works  to  a 
moderate  extent  by  borrowing  from  one  Ac- 
count in  aid  of  the  funds  exhausted  in  another. 
And  by  doing  this,  and  limiting  our  public- 
works  expenditure  to  an  average  of  £70,050  a 
month  for  tho  next  fifteen  months,  which,  I 
am  informed,  it  can  be  gradually  worked  down 
to  —  as  compared  with  an  average  of  £97,000 
a  month,  which  it  has  been  during  the  last 
twelve  months — namely,  from  the  end  of  Sep- 
tember, 1886,  to  the  end  of  September,  1887 — 
it  will  be  possible  to  find  the  means  of  carrying 
on  our  public  works  until  the  end  of  December, 
1888." 

To  draw  from  one  Account  to  assist  another 
is  certainly  rather  a  pernicious  system  ;  but  I 
think  that,  in  the  present  circumstances  of  the 
country,  it  is  better  to  do  that  and  to  postpone 
the  floating  of  this  loon  for  the  present  time, 
for  it  can  only  be  floated  with  disastrous  results 
to  the  country. 

Mr.  T.  MACKENZIE.— I  regret  to  say  that 
I  am  unable  to  support  the  amendment  moved 
by  the  honourable  member  for  Dunedin  Cen- 
tral, although  I  am  against  borrowing,  because 
that  amendment  does  not  fix  the  period  over 
which  the  loan  is  to  be  spread.  If  the  mover 
will  make  it  £500,000,  and  no  more  borrow- 
ing for  three  years,  I  will  support  him.  I 
think  a  million  is  more  than  this  House  should 
sanction,  and  I  see  no  reason  why  a  number  of 
these  small  lines  should  be  continued.  For  in- 
stance, I  soe  no  reason  why  the  Helensville 
Railway  should  be  continued  at  the  present 
time.  About  £50,000  was  granted  out  of  the 
1886  loan  to  that  work,  and  yet  we  have  it  pro- 
posed that  this  line  should  receive  an  alloca- 
tion out  of  the  present  loan,  simply  to  form  it 
some  eight  miles  more  ;  and  it  follows  that,  if 
we  carry  out  this  proposal,  in  the  course  of 
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three  years  it  will  be  neoessary  to  raise  a  fur- 
ther sum  for  supplying  this  railway  with  rails 
and  rolling-stock.  I  think  that  line  might  very 
well  stand  over,  so  far  as  further  extension  is 
concerned,  for  the  present.  Then,  again,  we 
have  a  line  going  up  to  Botorua.  That  line 
had  some  £93,000  oat  of  the  1886  loan,  and 
now  a  further  allocation  is  asked  for  it.  It  is 
astonishiiig  to  me  that  we  should  be  asked  to 
push  on  lines  going  through  very  indifferent 
oonntry  or  opening  up  Native  lands.  Then,  we 
have  a  further  proposal  to  extend  a  line  in  the 
Blenheim  district,  though,  I  think,  our  experi- 
ence of  lines  in  that  part  of  the  colony  shows 
ns  that  the  expenditure  brings  in  no  return. 
There  is  already  in  existence  a  Blenheim-Picton 
line,  on  which  £198,000  has  been  spent,  and, 
calculating  we  have  to  pay  4}  per  cent,  for  the 
money  expended  on  that  line,  it  yields  us  so 
little  in  return  that  we  lose  actually  £8,900  per 
annum  over  that  little  line.  Last  year  wo  only 
received  back  from  that  line  toweirds  paying 
interest  on  its  cost  about  £93,  or  lid.  per  cent. 
It  seems  to  me  a  strange  thing  that,  while  the 
Oovemment  are  passing  a  Bill  creating  a  non- 
political  Board  of  Management,  in  order  to  get 
better  returns  from  our  railways,  they  should 
proceed  to  construct  lines  which  every  one  must 
know  must  be  unproductive.  Then,  we  have 
another  instance  in  the  case  of  a  line  running 
to  Taranaki,  upon  which  we  lose  £50,000  a 
year.  If  our  non-political  Board  is  to  be  of  amy 
use  at  all  we  must  turn  over  a  new  leaf  in  con- 
nection with  the  construction  of  our  railways, 
and  decide  not  to  make  any  lines  which  will 
not  bring  us  in,  say,  2}  per  cent,  on  the  out- 
lay ;  because  a  non-political  Board  cannot  be 
successful  if  new  lines  are  constructed  which 
will  never  pay.  It  may  exetcise  its  power  in 
a  wrong  way  by  trying  to  reduce  the  rate 
of  wages  paid  to  the  people  who  are  working 
on  the  lines,  and  at  the  same  time  increase  the 
price  charged  for  carrying  goods.  I  think 
this  proposed  loan  ought  to  be  reduced,  and, 
though  I  shall  support  the  second  reading  of 
the  Bill,  I  shall  in  Committee  move  that  cer- 
tain proposed  items  of  expenditure  be  lessened. 
I  hope  that  the  Premier  will  assist  us  as  far  as 
possible  in  reducing  this  amount.  That  is  the 
object  I  have  in  supporting  the  second  read- 
ing of  this  Bill.  The  honourable  member  for 
Fort  Chalmers  expressed  very  clearly  the  senti- 
ments which  I  intended  to  express  as  regards 
the  Oovemment.  I  agree  with  most  of  their 
policy ;  but  I  do  not  consider  that  the  Land 
Act  is  a  wise  measure.  I  have  my  doubts  about 
that  measure.  I  am  afraid  that  under  it  we 
shall  have  large  blocks  taken  up  by  mono- 
polists, and  that  we  shall  find  we  have  begun 
upon  a  course  which  will  not  be  very  satisfac- 
tory in  its  results  to  tlie  colony.  The  land 
ought  not  to  be  sold  in  such  large  blocks. 

Mr.  TAYLOR.— The  honourable  member  for 
Christchurch  South  has  referred  to  a  speech 
made  by  the  Minister  for  Public  Works.  It  is 
something  to  this  effect :  that  at  the  elections 
the  Minister  for  Public  Works  did  not  consider 
it  was  absolutely  necessary  to  have  a  further 
loan.  It  is  quite  true  that  he  may  not  have 
Mr.  T.  Mackmtie 


considered  it  absolutely  necessary  at  that 
time,  but  he  was  not  then  on  the  Oovemment 
benches.  What  was  considered  absolutely  un- 
necessary then  may  be  absolutely  necessary 
now.  That  is  where  the  distinction  comes  in. 
I  do  not  mean  to  say  that  the  Minister  for 
Public  Works  did  not  express  his  views  honestly 
and  fairly ;  but  we  all  know  that  circumstances 
alter  cases,  and  that  what  might  have  been  very 
undesirable  in  a  certain  set  of  circumstances 
is  very  desirable  now.  That  is  what  it  amounts 
to.  I  have  listened  to  the  speeches  of  several 
members  of  this  House  to-night,  and  all  I 
can  say  is  this :  that,  so  far  as  I  am  personally 
concerned,  I  should  not  like  to  be  in  their 
position.  They  speak  one  way  —  and  what 
are  they  going  to  do  ?  They  are  going  to  walk 
out  of  the  House ;  they  are  not  going  to  vote. 
They  denounce  the  proposals  of  the  Oovem- 
ment, and  yet  they  are  going  to  swallow  the 
leek.  I  think  that  it  is  a  position  in  which  no 
honourable  gentleman  should  place  himself. 

Mr.HOBBS.— Ohl 

Mr.  TAYLOB.— The  honourable  member 
for  the  Bay  of  Islands  says  "  Oh  !  "  No  doubt 
he  is  an  intellectual  and  intelligent  gentle- 
man, but  I  have  not  yet  heard  him  say  one 
word  with  reference  to  the  Government  pro- 
posals. I  am  not  certain  that  bo  is  not  pledged 
to  a  non-borrowing  policy.  We  do  not  know. 
Sir,  he  is  too  astute  to  let  us  know  what  he 
was  really  pledged  to;  therefore  I  trust  that 
we  shall  hear  from  him  before  the  close  of  the 
debate.  I  regret  extremely  the  action  of  the 
honourable  member  for  Mount  Ida.  I  have 
great  respect  for  that  honourable  gentleman, 
but  I  can  have  no  respect  for  a  mam  who  sjieaks 
one  way  and  is  not  prepared  to  give  his  vote  in 
the  direction  in  which  he  speaks.  I  know  that 
the  Government  have  an  absolute  majority,  but 
we  have  honourable  members  supporting  them 
who  are  in  a  very  peculiar  position.  I  do  hope 
that  when  they  go  before  the  people  they  will 
be  able  to  justify  themselves  for  the  vote  that 
they  are  giving  to-night.  If  a  publio  man  is 
not  prepared  to  stick  to  his  opinions  I  do  not 
think  much  of  him ;  and  I  am  afraid  that  we 
have  a  good  many  men  in  this  House  who  have 
not  the  courage  of  their  opinions.  I  can  only 
say  this  :  that  so  long  as  I  have  a  seat  in  this 
House  you  will  not  find  mo  blindly  following 
the  lead  of  any  Government.  It  is  all  very  well 
for  the  Premier  to  smile,  as  I  see  he  is  smiling. 
I  noticed  that  when  the  honourable  member 
for  tlount  Ida  was  sjjeaking  this  evening  the 
Premier  smiled  just  as  he  did  the  other  night 
when  the  honourable  member  for  Mount  Ida 
was  going  back  from  his  word.  The  Premier, 
no  doubt,  says  of  that  gentleman,  "  He  may 
speak  strongly  against  us,  but  when  he  is  wanted 
ho  will  vote  for  us."  But  are  these  the  kind 
of  supj^rters  that  the  Premier  places  confi- 
dence m?  Why,  they  may  smile  the  other 
way  to-morrow.  I  believe  that  no  party  is  safe 
when  it  is  kept  in  office  by  honourable  gentle- 
men of  that  character.  The  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Caversham  was  quite  as  bad  as  the 
honourable  member  for  Mount  Ida.  He  does 
not  like  these  proposals,  but  I  know  he  is  not 
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going  to  vote  in  faTonx  of  the  amendment, 
what  a  nice  state  of  things  we  are  coming  to, 
when  we  find  honourable  gentlemen  who  do  not 
lilce  the  financial  proposals  of  the  Qovernment, 
who  do  not  want  to  borrow,  and  yet  have  not 
the  courage  to  vote  against  those  proposals  1  I 
am  going  to  vote  in  favour  of  the  amendment 
of  the  honourable  member  for  Dunedin  Central, 
because  I  vote  upon  principle,  and  it  is  mon- 
strous to  me  to  conceive  that  any  honourable 
gentleman  should  act  as  some  are  doing.  I 
have  never  spoken  one  way  and  voted  another ; 
nor  am  I  going  to  talk  palaver  of  that  kind.  I 
am  sorry  the  Premier  sighs,  I  suppose  he  is 
getting  tired  and  weary. 

Major  ATKINSON.— I  am  thinking  of  the 
estimates.  We  shall  only  have  about  two 
hours  on  the  estimates  to-night. 

Mr.  TAYLOR. — I  understood  the  estimates 
were  not  coming  on  to-night.  Of  course  we 
know  that  the  hour  is  late,  and  that  we  are 
getting  rather  too  much,  and  especially  when 
you  consider  the  gentlemen  reporting. 

An  Hon.  Mehbeb. — They  have  stopped  re- 
porting. 

Mr.  TAYLOR.— Well,  you  cannot  wonder  at 
it,  because  they  are  absolutely  obliterating  any 
political  sense  when  honourable  gentlemen 
talk  one  way  and  vote  another.  I  hope  the 
Minister  of  Justice  is  not  getting  angry. 

An  Hon.  Membbb. — Never  mind  him. 

Mr.  TAYLOR.— Well,  he  is  not  worth  mind- 
ing much,  excepting  when  he  has.  got  a  little 
Bill  on  the  board. 

Major  ATKINSON.— I  would  ask  the 
honourable  gentleman  to  remember  that  the 
Speaker  is  in  the  chair,  and  that  Ministers 
have  an  immense  amount  of  work  to  do. 

Mr.  TAYLOR.  —  I  have  been  subjected  to 
continual  interruptions  by  the  prominent  sup- 
porters of  the  Government,  and  I  have  yet  to 
learn  that  the  honourable  member  for  the  Bay 
of  Islands  has  a  monopoly  of  speech  in  this 
House :  and  if  he  hod  he  would  not  instruct 
many  honourable  members.  I  do  trust  that 
none  of  these  interruptions  will  recur.  I  will 
oontent  myself  by  simply  voting  for  the  amend- 
ment, and  I  am  sorry  that  by  my  remarks  I 
•hould  have  caused  that  serious  sigh. 

The  House  divided  on  the  question,  "  That 
the  word  '  now '  stand  part  of  the  question." 

Ayes,  34. 
Anderson  Harchant  Seymour 

Atkinson  McGregor  S.-Menteath 

Bectham  McKenzie,  J.     Tanner 

Brown  Mills  Thompson,  R. 

Bruce  Mitchelson        Thompson,  T. 

Fergus  Moat  TurnbuU 

Graham  Monk  Wilson 

Hobbs  Moss  Withy. 

Jackson  Pearson 

Kelly  Ross  Ttllert. 

Lawry  Russell  Allen 

Mackenzie,  T.   Samuel  Barron. 

Noes,  8. 
Blake  Guinness  TtlUrt. 

Duncan  Lamach  Fitohett 

Goldie  Taylor.  Hutchison. 


Paibs. 
For. 
Buchanan 
Gadman 
Carroll 
Cowan 
Dodsou 
Fisher 
Fitzherbert 
HaU 
Hamlin 
Hislop 
Izaid 
Macarthnr 
Mackenzie,  M.  J.  S. 
Newman 
O'Oonor 
Ormond 
Seddon 

Richardson,  G.  F. 
Smith 
Taipna 
Taiwhanga 
Valentine 
Whyte. 


Again»t, 
Orimmond 
Perceval 
Pratt 
Buxton 
Kert 
Jones 
Joyce 
Ballance 
Iioughrey 
Reeves,  W.  P, 
Walker 
O'Callaghan 
Vogel 
Lanoe 
Froser 
Feldwick 
Stewart,  W.  D. 
Levestain 
Steward,  W.  J. 
Fish 
Grey 

Reeves,  R.  H.  J. 
Richardson,  E. 

Majority  for,  26. 
Word  retained,  and  Bill  read  a  second  time. 

The  House  adjourned  at  twenty-five  minutes 
past  two  o'clock  a.m. 


LEGISLATIVE  COUNCIL. 

Friday,  Hth  December,  1887. 


Second  Beadinga — Third  Beadinge— Cnlverden-Han- 
iner  Plains  Road  —  Mangopapa  and  Mangoira 
Blocka  —  DiviBlons  —  Joiiit  House  Committee — 
Wellington  College  and  Qirls'  High  School  Bill — 
Native  Land  Administration  Act  Bepeal  Bill  — 
Land  Bill  —  Wairarapa  North  County  Council 
Empowering  Bill— Oamoru  Harbour  Board  Loan 
BiU. 


The  Hon.  the  Spbaksb  took  the  chair  at 
half-past  two  o'clock. 

PBATSIte. 

SECOND  READINGS. 
Otago  Harbour  Board  Bill,  Pukekohe  Borough 
Bill. 

THIRD  READINGS. 
Civil  Service  Reform  Bill,  Government  Loans 
to  Local  Bodies  Bill,  Ghristchurch  Hospital 
Bill,  Christchurch  Drainage  Board  Reserves 
Sale  and  Exchange  Bill,  Building  Societies 
BUI. 

CULVERDEN-HANMER  PLAINS  ROAD. 
The  Hon.  Mr.  PEACOCK  asked  the  Govern- 
ment, If  they  will  take  such  steps  as  may  cause 
the  road  from  Culverden  to  the  Hanmer  Plains 
Hot-springs  to  be  placed  in  fair  order,  so  that 
the  springs  may  be  made  use  of  by  the  publio 
without  undergoing  torture  to  reach  them  7 
He  might  say  that  he  had  recently  visited  these 
springs,  and  had  found  great  difficulty  in 
getting  to  them.    It  was  a  difficult  matter  even 
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for  persons  in  good  health,  much  more  there- 
fore for  invalids.  He  believed  if  the  Govern- 
ment could  manage  to  do  as  he  had  requested 
they  -would  enhance  the  railway  revenue  and 
increase  the  revenue  derived  from  the  baths 
themselves. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  STEVENS  said  that,  the 
Chriscchurch  Labour  Bureau  having  stated 
that  this  work  was  suitable  for  some  of  the  "  un- 
employed "  to  be  employed  upon,  the  following 
steps  had  been  taken :  The  Minister  for  Public 
Works  had  authorised  the  expenditure  of  a 
moderate  sum  to  improve  the  road,  and  steps 
would  be  taken  at  once  to  have  that  work  pro- 
ceeded with'.  He  could  hardly  undertake  to 
say  whether  the  amount  to  be  expended  on  the 
load  would  be  sufficient  to  obviate  travellers 
being  put  to  the  torture  referred  to  in  the 
question ;  but,  at  all  events,  it  was  hoped  that 
it  might  alleviate  their  sufieriogs. 

MANGOPAPA  AND  MANGOIBA  BLOCKS. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  BICHMOND,  in  moving  the 
motion  standing  in  his  name,  said  the  docu- 
ment he  asked  for  referred  to  a  matter  which 
was  a  portion  of  the  subject  of  two  petitions 
which  were  now  before  a  Select  Committee  of 
the  Council.  He  would  not  detain  the  Council 
with  going  into  details  upon  the  subject ;  but 
he  desired  to  press  the  motion,  because  the 
document  was  of  bo  peculiar  a  nature,  and  it 
appeared  on  the  face  of  it  to  be  so  thoroughly 
irregular,  that  he  thought  it  would  be  expedient 
that  the  Council  should  have  before  it  a  sample 
of  the  style  of  administration  which  prevailed, 
he  believed,  to  a  large  extent  in  the  Native 
Land  Court.  He  begged  to  move  the  motion 
standing  in  his  name. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  SCOTLAND  begged  to  second 
the  motion.  Only  that  morning,  before  the 
Public  Petitions  Committee,  a  petition  was 
under  consideration  which  alleged  that  cer- 
tificates had  been  improperly  granted  by  Chief 
Judge  Macdonald  in  a  certain  cose.  He  thought 
that,  considering  that  the  third  reading  of  a 
Bill  would  come  on  before  the  Council  pre- 
sently which,  if  passed,  would  legalise  the 
transactions  complained  of,  it  was  necessary 
that  honourable  members  should  have  copies 
of  all  these  certificates  before  them ;  and  he 
hoped  the  Council  would  not  allow  the  Bill  to 
be  read  a  third  time  until  this  matter  hod  been 
properly  cleared  up. 

Motion  made,  and  question  put,  "  That  there 
be  laid  on  the  table  copies  of  all  certificates 
granted  by  Chief  Jiidge  Macdonald  under  sec- 
tions 24  and  25  of '  T)ie  Native  Land  Adminis- 
tration Act,  1886,'  relating  to  the  Mangopapa 
and  Mangoira  Blocks,  Mokau ;  and  of  aU  docu- 
ments on  which  stich  certificates  were  founded." 
— (Hon.  Mr.  Eichmokd.) 

Motion  agreed  to. 

DIVISIONS. 
The  Hon.  Captain  BAILLIE,  in  moving 
the  resolution  standing  in  his  name,  said  he 
thought  it  was  desirable  that  a  different  sys- 
tem of  recording  votes  in  divisions  of  the  Coun- 
cil should  be  adopted.  The  proposal  which  he 
Hon.  Mr.  Peacock 


now  brought  forward  was  not  a  new  one,  be> 
cause  in  August,  1878,  he  tabled  a  resoluticn  to 
almost  the  same  effect.  It  had  been  brongfat 
to  the  notice  of  the  Council  within  the  last 
two  or  three  days  that  there  had  been  some 
error  in  the  record  of  the  votes  of  hononz- 
ablo  members.  Such  blunders  should  not  be 
placed  on  record  in  the  Journals  of  the 
Council.  In  the  Imperial  Parliament  during 
divisions  members  passed  to  the  right  or  left 
of  the  chamber,  as  the  Speaker  directed.  In 
Canada  there  was  a  departure  from  this 
method  which  might  perhaps  meet  the  con- 
venience of  members  of  the  Council.  That 
was,  the  Speaker  or  Chairman  of  Commit- 
tees for  the  time  being  directed  the  "  Ayes"  to 
stand,  and  during  that  time  the  Clerks  a.t  the 
table  took  down  the  names  of  the  tnemben. 
Then  the  Speaker  directed  the  "  Noes"  to  stand, 
and  their  votes  were  similarly  recorded  ;  and 
the  Clerk,  having  completed  the  lists  ajud 
counted  the  numbers,  handed  the  lists  to  the 
Speaker.  Perhaps  that  system  might  meet 
the  views  of  the  Council.  At  all  events,  he 
would  beg  to  move  the  motion  which  appeared 
in  his  name. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  SCOTLAND  seconded  the 
motion.  He  thought  there  might  be  one  in- 
convenience in  the  latter  method  referred  to  by 
the  Hon.  Captain  Baillie.  Suppose  honourable 
members  were  called  upon  to  stand,  and  one 
honourable  gentleman  was  unable  to  stand  — 
an  honourable  gentleman  might  be  physically 
incapable  of  rising  to  his  feet.  He  knew  of  an 
honourable  member  who  had  come  into  the 
Council  Chamber  on  crutches ;  so  that  that 
method  might  be  rather  inconvenient  in  some 
cases. 

Motion  made,  and  question  proposed,  "  TTtat 
the  divisions  in  this  Council  should  in  future  be 
taken  in  the  same  manner  as  in  the  Upper 
House  of  the  English  Parliament,  namely,  the 
members  sliould  pass  to  the  right  and  left  of  the 
Chair,  as  may  be  directed  by  the  Hon.  the 
Speaker  or  by  the  Hon.  the  Cliairman  of  Com- 
mittees."— (Hon.  Captain  Baillie.) 

The  Hon.  Sir  F.  WHITAKER  thought  the 
proposal  of  the  honourable  member  would  be 
an  inconvenient  one.  There  were  two  methods 
of  taking  divisions  in  Canada  —  one  method 
adopted  in  the  Senate,  and  the  othor  in  the 
House  of  Commons,  as  it  was  called  there. 
Perhaps  the  method  adopted  in  the  House  of 
Commons  in  Canada  would  be  better  than 
that  recommended  by  the  Hon.  Captain  Baillie ; 
and  he  proposed,  That  all  the  words  after  the 
word  "  taken  "  be  omitted,  with  tlie  view  of  in- 
serting the  words  "  by  members  rising  in  tliar 
seats."  That  was  a  simple  method.  VVhen  the 
"Ayes"  were  called  the  honourable  members 
voting  with  the  "  Ayes  "  would  rise  in  their  seats, 
and  the  Clerks  would  take  down  the  names.  A 
similar  method  would  be  adopted  in  recording 
the  votes  for  the  "  Noes."  This  method  would 
not  put  honourable  members  to  inconvenience, 
and  then  they  would  always  have  accurate 
division-lists.  It  was  entirely  the  fault  of 
honourable  members  themselves  when  enois 
occurred  at  present,  because  he  noticed  that 
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some  hononiable  members  never  apoke  out. 
There  -were  some  few  who  did  ;  aod  he  himself 
always  endeavoured  to  make  himself  heard 
on  all  occasions.  If  all  honourable  members 
did  the  same  the  present  difficulty  would  not 
have  arisen.  The  best  system  to  adopt,  he 
thought,  would  be  that  in  force  in  the  Canadian 
Assembly,  where  members,  on  the  voices  being 
•ailed,  rose  in  their  seats. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  McLEAN  did  not  think  the 
Council  ought  to  alter  the  present  mode  of 
procedure  in  taking  a  division,  as  it  was  a  very 
simple  mode,  as  was  proved  by  the  fact  that 
whilst  it  had  been  in  use  only  one  mistake 
had  taken  place.  Such  a  mistake  was  not 
likely  to  occur  again,  and  he  noticed  in  a  divi- 
sion that  day  that  honourable  members  had 
spoken  out  more  loudly  than  before.  He 
thought  it  was  a  pity  to  alter  the  present 
system,  which  had  been  found  a  very  satisfac- 
tory one,  and  he  hoped  that  both  the  motion 
(uid  the  amendment  would  be  thrown  oat. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  MANTELL  thought  it  would 
be  well  for  the  Council,  before  giving  way  to 
a  sudden  impulse  on  the  part  of  the  Chairman 
of  Committees,  to  adopt  in  this  Chamber  a 
method  of  taking  divisions  simitar  to  that 
which  existed  in  the  other  Chamber.  He 
would  remark  that  nnder  the  present  system, 
which  had  existed  for  fourteen  years,  he  bad 
only  seen  one  mistake. 

An  Hon.  Membxb. — Two. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  MANTELL  granted  that 
there  were  two,  though  he  did  not  know  of 
more  than  one.  The  present  method  was  so 
simple  that  be  noticed  the  last  division  bad 
been  taken  in  two  minutes  and  forty  seconds  ; 
and  he  objected  to  the  "  hugger-mugger  style  " 
suggested  by  the  Chairman  of  Committees,  of 
hustling  honourable  members  away  into  comers 
in  order  to  take  their  votes.  The  suggestion  of 
the  Attorney-General  might  be  better,  but  it 
was  rather  a  school-boy  way  of  taking  a  division. 
Bat  it  should  be  insisted  upon  that  honourable 
gentlemen  should  give  their  answer  in  a  loud 
tone  of  voice.  He  had  actually  known  a  Minis- 
try to  be  thrown  out  simply  from  the  acci- 
dent of  one  weak-minded  member  rushing  into 
the  wrong  lobby  to  ask  a  friend  of  his  how  he 
was  going  to  vote.  This  was  how  the  Stafiord 
Ministry,  in  1861,  came  to  grief ;  and  this  in- 
cident showed  the  uncertainty  which  would 
ensoe  from  altering  the  present  style,  which 
was  plain  and  straightforward. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  OLIVER  thought  that  the 
present  system  was  capable  of  being  made 
qnite  good  enough  if  honourable  members 
would  give  their  votes  in  an  audible  tone  of 
voice ;  but  he  much  preferred  the  suggestion 
of  the  Chairman  of  Committees  to  that  made 
by  the  Hon.  Sir  F.  Whitaker.  It  appeared 
to  him  that  if  they  adopted  the  plan  proposed 
in  the  amendment  there  would  be  a  great  lia- 
bility to  mistake,  as  when  the  "  Ayes "  were 
taken  down,  and  the  "  Noes  "  were  called  upon 
to  stand  up,  some  of  them  might  retain  their 
•eats;  and  there  would  thus  be  a  greater 
chance  of  making  a  mistake  than  under  the 
present  system,  oc  that  which  was  proposed  by 


the  Hon.  Captain  Baillie.  He  thought  there  was 
a  disadvantage,  however,  in  connection  with 
the  present  mode  of  taking  votes,  because  the 
Clerk  always  commenced  on  the  same  side  of 
the  chamber,  giving  members  on  the  other  side 
of  the  chamber  an  opportunity  of  seeing  which 
way  the  voting  was  going. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  MANTELL  thought  the 
honourable  gentleman  ought  not  to  impute 
motives,  and  he  believed  that  he  was  referring 
to  him  in  what  he  had  said.  It  seemed  to  be 
thought  that  he  would  vote  in  fun  ;  but  in 
the  whole  course  of  his  experience  he  had  never 
associated  fun  with  anything  he  had  done.  Ue 
gave  that  assurance  most  solemnly  to  the  Coun- 
cil, and  he  always  gave  his  vote  with  a  proper 
understanding  of  the  question,  as  far  as  he 
could  appreciate  it,  and  with  a  distinct  desire 
of  expressing  his  vote  according  to  his  opinions. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  OLIVER  disclaimed  any  in- 
tention of  imputing  motives  to  the  honour- 
able gentleman. 

The  Hon.  Sir  F.  WHITAKER  said  be  thought 
the  honourable  member  did  not  quite  appre- 
hend the  nature  of  the  proposal  he  had  mads. 
This  proposal  was  that  the  names  should  be 
taken  precisely  as  they  were  now,  but,  in  order 
that  there  should  be  no  mistakes  in  recording 
the  votes,  instead  of  sitting  an  honourable 
member  should  stand  whilst  giving  his  vote.  A 
Bill  was  lost  the  other  day  simply  through  a 
mistake  of  the  Clerk  in  not  catching  which  way 
a  vote  was  given ;  and  the  method  proposed 
would  not  retard  business  any  more  than  the 
present  system. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  REYNOLDS  suggested  that,  if 
this  system  were  adopted,  in  many  cases  mem- 
bers might  retain  their  seats  in  both  cases, 
and  not  give  their  votes  with  either  the  "  Ayes  " 
or  the  "  Noes."  He  had  seen  that  done 
in  the  other  branch  of  the  Legislature,  where 
members  had  been  lying  down  in  their  seats 
and  had  afterwsrds  been  called  upon  to  record 
their  votes.  Such  a  thing  might  happen  if 
this  system  were  adopted  in  this  Council.  He 
did  not  see,  however,  what  harm  there  would  be 
done  by  adopting  the  motion,  as  it  would  be  a 
great  advantage  for  honourable  members  to  go 
boldly  forward  and  record  their  votes.  He 
trusted  that  the  method  would  be  adopted,  as 
it  would  do  away  with  the  practice  which  was 
followed  now,  of  certain  honourable  members 
eotmting  the  votes  as  they  were  given,  and 
giving  their  own  votes  accordingly. 

The  Hon.  Captain  ERASER  would  have  much 
pleasure  in  supporting  the  motion.  He  pointed 
out  that  sometimes  honourable  members  were 
apparently  asleep,  and  had  to  be  roused  up 
in  order  to  give  their  votes  under  the  present 
system. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  PEACOCK  said,  if  the  resolu- 
tion were  carried,  he  did  not  know  how  they 
were  going  to  give  effect  to  it,  nor  did  he  think 
that  there  was  room  enough  in  the  Council 
Chamber  to  carry  out  the  plan  suggested.  He 
preferred  the  plan  suggested  by  the  Hon.  Sir 
F.  Whitaker;  but  he  thought  it  would  be  a 
mistake  to  alter  the  present  system,  as  it 
would  lead  to  confusion. 
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The  Hon.  Mr.  HOLMBS  said  it  wm  easy  for  | 
the  Council  to  insist  that  memhers  should 
£ive  their  votes  in  a  loud  tone  ;  but  he  thought 
any  change  would  not  be  for  the  better,  such  aa 
this  that  hod  been  proposed.  In  his  opinion  it 
was  a  matter  for  surprise  that  so  few  mistakes 
had  occurred  in  the  past. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  MILLER  thought  the  amend- 
ment of  the  Hon.  the  Attorney-General  would 
simply  result  in  nothing.  It  was  all  very  well 
to  say  that  honourable  members  must  stand 
ap;  but  they  knew  very  well  that  standing  up 
would  very  soon  degenerate  into  a  sort  of  ges- 
ture, by  which  not  a  great  amount  of  space 
"would  be  seen  between  the  honourable  member 
«nd  his  seat ;  and  it  would  be  practically  giving 
the  votes  as  at  present.  He  thought  the  fact 
that  there  had  been  only  one  or  two  mistakes 
up  to  the  present  time  was  su£5cient  to  in- 
duce them  to  continue  the  present  system,  in- 
stead of  making  such  a  great  deal  of  fuss  about 
nothing.  With  regard  to  the  order  of  voting, 
from  his  experience  in  the  Council  he  did  not 
think  it  mattered  which  side  voted  first ;  and 
be  believed  in  his  own  mind  that  every 
honourable  member  voted  according  to  his  con- 
science. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  WATERHOUSE  thought  the 
mistakes  which  were  made  were  more  nume- 
rous than  some  honourable  members  might 
have  any  idea  of.  If  honourable  members  hod 
noticed  the  way  in  whioh  some  gave  their  votes 
they  would  notice  that  in  many  cases  it  was 
impossible  to  catch  the  voice  ;  and  he  had  fre- 
quently taken  down  the  list  of  the  division  as 
the  votes  were  recorded,  and  found  that  in 
many  cases  his  return  was  altogether  different 
from  that  of  the  Clerk,  though  in  some  cases  it 
accorded  with  the  Clerk's. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  SHEPHARD  asked  the  ruling 
of  the  Hon.  the  Speaker  as  to  whether  the 
Standing  Orders  would  not  have  to  be  altered  if 
this  motion  were  carried.  The  motion  as  it 
stood  would  amount  to  a  sessional  order,  and 
would  cease  to  operate  at  the  prorogation. 

The  Hon.  the  SPEAKER  said  there  was  no 
doubt,  if  the  motion  were  carried,  it  would  have 
to  be  followed  up  by  a  notice  to  amend  the 
Standing  Orders. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  SHEPHARD  pointed  out  that 
honourable  members  would  only  be  in  session 
for  a  few  days  longer,  and  if  they  adopted  this 
practice  their  experience  would  be  too  short 
to  enable  them  to  decide  whether  they  should 
continue  it  next  session  or  not.  It  had  been 
pointed  out  that  the  present  mode  was  full  of 
uncertainties :  but  this  arose  from  the  com- 
paratively inaudible  manner  in  which  honour- 
able members  gave  their  votes.  If  they  spoke 
out  there  would  be  no  difficulty.  He  might 
say  there  had  been  a  distinct  misrepresentation 
as  to  what  was  done  the  other  day  in  reference 
to  the  vote  given  by  the  Hon.  Major  Waha- 
waha.  It  hod  been  said  that  the  honourable 
gentleman  he^  made  a  mistake  in  giving  his 
vote;  but  he  did  nothing  of  the  kind.  The 
honourable  member  voted  rightly,  but  he  was 
not  taken  down  correctly.  He  (Mr.  Shephard) 
thought  it  was  right  to  say  that  the  honourable 


gentleman  did  not  make  a  mistake,  but  tliat 
the  mistake  was  made  in  the  record  of   tb« 

Clerk. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  BONAR  agreed  that  tbs 
method  adopted  at  present  was  a  very  simple 
and  correct  one,  aa  was  evidenced  by  the  fact 
that  only  one  mistake  had  been  conunittad 
under  it.  This  question  was  discussed  some 
years  ago,  when  the  Council  decided  to  take  the 
divisions  in  the  present  convenient  form.  If 
they  were  to  go  into  the  lobby,  one  membec 
would  follow  another ;  and,  as  to  taking  tbeir 
votes  in  their  present  order  of  rotation,  be 
pointed  out  that  members  changed  their  places 
every  session,  sometimes  sitting  on  one  side  of 
the  room  and  sometimes  on  the  other.  There- 
fore he  did  not  think  any  advantage  would  be 
derived  from  altering  this  system. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  OHAMBBRLIN  thought  there 
was  no  doubt  that  this  change  was  required. 
The  Hon.  Mr.  Mantell  had  said  that  during 
the  time  he  had  been  in  the  Council  there 
had  been  only  two  mistakes.  These  were  those 
whioh  hod  been  discovered,  but  there  were 
probably  many  which  had  not  been  discovered. 
He  thought  the  remedy  rested  entirely  with 
members  themselves.  If  they  gave  instroo- 
tions  to  the  Clerk  to  ask  an  honourable 
member  to  repeat  his  vote  when  he  was  in 
doubt,  the  difficulty  would  be  got  over.  Foe 
his  part,  if  an  honourable  member  in  fatora 
did  not  give  his  vote  more  distinctly,  he  himself 
would  ask  that  it  should  be  repeated. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  JOHNSON  gave  every  credit 
for  the  way  in  which  divisions  had  hitherto 
been  taken,  and  he  must  confess  that  he  had 
often  wondered  that  the  Clerk  had  been  able  to 
carry  out  tiie  work  so  correctly.  He  made  it  a 
rule,  as  for  as  he  could,  to  count  the  votes  as 
they  were  given,  and,  on  referring  to  the  Clerk's 
returns,  he  found  that  his  own  counting  ooin> 
cided  exactly  with  those  returns.  In  this  par- 
ticular case,  with  regard  to  the  vote  of  the  Hon. 
Major  Wahawaha,  there  was  no  doubt  that  the 
vote  was  given  in  an  undertone,  and  it  was 
very  difficult  to  hear  it,  though  he  had  heard 
it  himself.  If  there  was  any  necessity  for  a 
change,  they  should  appoint  scrutineers  and 
check  each  vote,  as  was  done  in  the  other 
Chamber.  In  his  opinion,  the  standing-up 
system  would  still  leave  on  opening  to  error, 
because  they  could  not  say  how  the  vote  given 
was  recorded  on  paper,  and  it  was  quite  pos- 
sible it  might  be  wrong.  He  did  not  think  that 
the  fact  that  it  was  recorded  in  a  certain  way 
on  paper  was  a  proof  that  there  was  no  error. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  SWANSON  thought  that  there 
would  be  any  amount  of  check  in  the  system 
proposed.  With  reference  to  the  Ministry  being 
lost,  he  would  suggest  that  next  year  the  Clerk 
should  begin  with  the  Ministers,  and  call  the 
names  on  that  side  first — that  was,  if  it  was 
decided  that  no  change  should  take  place. 
But,  for  his  part,  he  would  vote  for  the  chai>gs 
indicated  in  the  motion. 

The  Hon.  the  SPEAKER  could  not  help 
thinking  that  a  very  great  advantage  wonld 
accrue  to  the  Council  if  they  adopted  what  he 
might  call  a  more  open  manner  of  voting,  and 
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consented  to  pnt  themsselves  to  the  incon- 
venience  of  going  into  the  lobbies  in  giving 
their  votes. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  MENZIES  thought  the  great 
object  to  be  gained  was  to  have  a  correct  record. 
The  present  difficalty  had  arisen  from  the  fact 
that  the  vote  of  one  honourable  member  was 
incorrectly  heard.  If  they  attained  a  system 
by  which  the  votes  would  be  taken  down  cor- 
rectly, they  would  attain  all  they  wanted.  He 
had  been  surprised  that  more  errors  had  not 
occurred  in  taking  the  votes,  and  the  Hon.  Mr. 
Mantell  had  stated  that  only  one  error  occurred 
during  the  last  fourteen  years.  It  appeared  that 
in  1873,  through  an  error  having  occurred,  the 
Chairman  of  Committees  made  a  spasmodic 
attempt  to  alter  the  mode  of  procedure,  as  on 
the  present  occasion.  It  was  suggested  that 
the  Clerk  should  repeat  the  members'  votes,  and 
then  there  would  be  less  hazard  of  the  record 
being  incorrect.  The  Council  would  see  that  it 
would  be  a  mistake  to  hurry  into  a  change  of 
the  mode  of  procedure  ;  even  if  a  majority  of  the 
Council,  or  a  large  section,  should  think  some 
alteration  was  required,  it  would  be  a  very  great 
mistake  to  act  hurriedly  in  the  way  now  pro- 
posed, and  to  moke  this  alteration.  But  if  it 
was  desirable  to  alter  the  practice  which  had 
been  in  operation  for  the  last  thirty  years,  he 
thought  the  matter  ought  to  be  relegated  to  a 
Committee  to  consider  and  report  upon.  He 
should  vote  against  both  motion  and  amend- 
ment. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  SCOTLAND  thought  that  some 
honourable  members  were  too  far  away  from 
the  Clerk  to  insure  perfect  accuracy  m  the 
recording  of  the  votes ;  and,  if  it  were  not  infra 
dig.  for  the  Clerk,  he  would  suggest  that  that 
officer  should  get  up  and  walk  round  the 
chamber,  and  take  the  votes,  when  he  would 
be  able  to  hear  each  member  more  distinctly. 

The  Hon.  Colonel  BRETT  said  the  cause  of 
the  mistakes  existed  in  this :  that  honourable 
members  were  ashamed  of  the  votes -they  gave, 
and  were  afraid  to  give  them  in  a  manly, 
straightforward  manner. 

The  Council  divided  on  the  question, "  That 
the  words  proposed  to  be  omitted  stand  part 
of  the  question." 


Ayes,  18. 

Baillie 

Lahmann 

Scotland 

Brett 

Man  tell 

Shephard 

Fraser 

Menzies 

Swanson 

Hart 

Oliver 

Taiaroa 

Holmes 

Pharazyn 

Wohawaha 

Johnson 

Reynolds 
Noes,  15. 

Watorhouse 

Bamicoat 

Kenny 

Peter 

Bon  or 

Martin 

Richmond 

Buckley 

McLean 

Stevens 

Chamberlin 

Miller 

Whitaker 

Dignaii 

Peacock 

Williams. 

Majority  against,  3. 
Amendment  negatived. 
The  Council  divided  on  the  question, ' 
the  motion  as  printed  be  agreed  to." 


'That 


Baillie 
Brett 
Fraser 
Oliver 

Bamicoat 

Bonar 

Buckley 

Chamberlin 

Dignan 

Hart 

Holmes 

Johnson 


Atbs,  10. 
Reynolds 
Scotland 
Swanson 

Noxs,  23. 
Kenny 
Lahmann 
Mantell 
Martin 
McLean 
Menzies 
Miller 
Peacock 


Taiaroa 

Wahawaha 

Waterhouse. 


Peter 

Pharazyn 

Richmond 

Shephard 

Stevens 

Whitaker 

Williams. 


Majority  against,  13. 
Motion  negatived. 

JOINT  HOUSE  COMMITTEE. 

The  Hon.  Captain  BAILLIE  said  he  brought 
up  a  report  of  the  Joint  House  Committee  on 
the  previous  day.  That  report  recommended 
that  honourable  members  residing  within  twelve 
miles  of  Wellington  should  be  the  Joint  House 
Committee  during  the  recess,  and  that  the 
Hon.  Mr.  Mantell  be  the  convener.  He  begged 
to  move,  That  the  report  be  agreed  to. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  MANTELL  moved.  That  the 
words  "and  that  tlie  Hon.  Mr.  Mantell  be 
the  convener  "  be  struck  out.  It  would  be  per- 
fectly useless  to  appoint  a  convener  who  would 
not  convene ;  and  such  an  office  was  not  a 
desirable  one  to  fill  at  any  time.  He  would  be 
unable  to  attend  to  the  business  of  the  House 
Committee  during  the  recess  ;  and  he  thought 
it  would  bo  much  better  to  leave  it  to  the  House 
Committee  to  eleot  their  own  Chairman.  He 
hoped  the  honourable  the  mover  would  with- 
draw that  part  of  the  motion.  If  the  House 
Committee  chose  to  elect  him  Chairman,  well 
and  good;  but  he  did  not  like  to  be  put  into 
the  position  bv  order  of  the  Council. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  HOLMES  thought  the  motion 
should  be  adopted,  as  it  had  been  so  hereto- 
fore. At  the  beginning  of  the  present  session  on 
investigation  was  mode  into  the  affairs  of  Bel- 
lamy's, and  it  was  found  that  there  were  a 
groat  many  persons  who  had  not  paid  up  their 
accounts.  It  was  also  apparent  that  there  was 
a  deficiency  in  the  revenue,  and  that  a  large 
amount  of  money  had  not  been  paid.  Such  a 
state  of  things  should  not  be  allowed  to  exist  in 
a  place  of  that  kind.  There  were  a  great  many 
honourable  members  who  usually  boarded  at 
Bellamy's,  and  there  was  considerable  revenve 
derived  from  this  establishment.  Bellamy's 
gdt  coals,  house-room,  gas,  and  some  of  their 
servants  for  nothing ;  yet  they  could  not  make 
both  ends  meet.  He  thought  the  management 
of  Bellamy's  must  be  exceedingly  defective,  or 
such  a  state  of  things  could  not  exist.  He 
considered,  therefore,  that  the  House  Commit- 
tee should  be  required,  at  the  end  of  every 
session,  to  send  in  an  account  of  the  transac- 
tions of  the  year,  and  show  precisely  how  the 
different  funds  of  that  establishment  stood,  and 
who  owed  money,  and  what  was  due  to  Bel- 
lamy's. It  had  been  found  at  the  beginning 
of  the  session  thai  there  was  a  large  overdraft 
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at  the  Bank  of  Kew  Zealand,  and  a  consider- 
able Bum  of  money  was  due  to  Messrs.  Cock- 
bum  and  Campbell.  He  was  happy  to  say  that 
the  little  he  had  done  hod  assisted  in  putting 
the  matter  to  some  extent  right  again,  and  that 
shortly  after  the  commencement  of  the  session 
nearly,  if  not  all,  the  amounts  then  owing  were 
paid.  Tliere  was  no  difficulty  in  keeping  this 
matter  straight.  It  only  required  a  little  busi- 
ness capacity,  and  he  thought  some  one  should 
be  on  the  Committee  wlio  would  insist  on  a  pro- 
per management  of  Bollamv's. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  LAHM.ANN  said  that  at  the 
last  meeting  of  the  Joint  House  Committee  an 
arrangement  was  proposed  in  order  to  puc  the 
matter  on  a  more  businesslike  footing.  He  had 
no  doubt  that,  if  these  proposals  were  carried 
oat,  it  would  be  found  that  next  session  the  ex- 
pense in  connection  with  Bellamy's  would  be 
considerably  less,  the  profits  would  be  larger, 
and  the  present  debt  would  be  paid  oS  alto- 
gether. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  SCOTLAND  thought,  the 
management  of  Bellamy's  ought  to  be  very 
narrowly  looked  into.  He  remembered  that  in 
his  second  session  he  was  called  upon  to  con- 
tribute two  guineas  to  make  up  a  deficienoy  in 
connection  with  Bellamy's.  A  contract  hod 
been  entered  into  that  a  man  should  cater  for 
Bellamy's,  and  the  House  Committee  wanted 
to  get  rid  of  him ;  so  honourable  gentlemen  had 
to  contribute  two  guineas  all  round  in  order 
that  the  Committee  might  get  rid  of  that  con- 
tractor. If  this  matter  wore  not  looked  after 
very  narrowly,  one  of  these  fine  days  honourable 
members  would  find  themselves  called  upon  to 
contribute  five  or  ten  guineas  each  in  order  to 
make  up  a  serious  deficiency,  so  as  to  prevent 
a  claim  being  mode  on  the  country :  and  in 
times  like  the  present  he  did  not  think  that 
any  House  Committee  would  dare  to  propose 
to  make  the  country  pay  it.  Therefore  honour- 
able members  would  have  to  make  up  the 
deficiency,  whatever  it  might  be. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

WELLINGTON  COLLEGE  AND  GIRLS- 
HIGH  SCHOOL,  BILL. 

The  Hon.  the  SPEAKEK.— Before  proceed- 
ing to  the  orders  of  the  day,  I  will  give  a 
ruling  on  a  question  which  was  referred  to  me 
by  the  Council.  It  was  good  enough  to  give 
me  time  till  to-day  to  consider  the  matter. 
When,  yesterday,  tbe  Hon.  Mr.  MoLean 
brought  under  the  notice  of  the  Council  that 
there  bad  been  an  error  in  the  division  taken 
the  day  before,  several  honourable  members 
expressed  their  opinions  on  the  subject,  and 
the  Hon.  Major  Wahawaha  was  interrogated 
from  the  Chair,  and  he  informed  the  Coun- 
cil that  on  the  occasion  in  question  he  had 
given  his  vote  with  the  "  Ayes,"  whereas  upon 
production  of  the  division-list  it  appeared  that 
ne  had  been  counted  as  having  voted  with  the 
"  Noes."  If  his  vote  hod  been  recorded  with 
the  "  Ayes  "  the  Bill  whioh  was  then  under  con- 
sideration would  have  passed  by  a  majority  of 
one,  instead  of  being  lost.  I  had  then  to  con- 
sider how  far  that  record  should  remain  un- 
Hon.  Mr.  Holmes 


challenged,  or  ^rhether  it  was  right  that  ths 
minutes  of  the  Council  should  be  corrected. 
The  general  rule,  which  I  had  carefully  to  con- 
sider, is,  undoubtedly,  to  this  effect :  that,  upon 
the  question  being  raised  as  to  the  accuracy  of 
a  division-list,  it  should  be  of  essence  that  such 
objection  should  be  taken  there  and  then.  But, 
upon  the  maturest  reflection  which  I  have  been 
able  to  give  to  the  subject,  I  have  come  to  the 
conclusion  that  that  principle  rests  upon  the 
practice  which,  if  not  the  universal,  is  the  gena- 
ral  method  of  taking  divisions,  Euid  is  a  different 
method  from  that  which  exists  in  this  Council. 
By  the  parliamentary  method  generally  pur- 
sued there  are  different  steps  taken.  There  aze 
persons  who  check,  and  there  is  a  going-oat 
into  different  lobbies  ;  and  the  procedure  is  of 
that  character  that,  if  the  accuracy  of  the  divi- 
sion is  not  challenged  there  and  then,  it  ia 
taken  for  granted  thatit  has  gone  by  default,  and 
no  Speaker  would  open  the  question  afterwards. 
But  it  is  a  very  grave  question  whether  that 
rule  which  is  generally  observed,  and  for  very 
obviously  good  reasons — whether  it  ought  to 
be  pursued  in  this  Council,  where  our  method 
of  taking  divisions  is  different.  If  in  reality  it 
were  adopted,  then  any  error  must  remain  aa 
error,  and  there  are  no  means  of  checking  it. 
I  considered  very  carefully  the  Standing  Urdeia 
of  this  Council,  and,  although  I  am  bound  to 
confess,  in  some  respects,  some  of  our  Standing 
Orders  are  perhaps  not  the  most  accurate  defi- 
nitions, nevertheless  on  this  occasion  I  think 
there  has  been  a  sagacity  shown  that  is  not 
perhaps  apparent  in  every  cose.  Standing 
Order  79  is  as  follows :  "  In  case  of  confusion 
or  error  concerning  the  numbers  reported, 
unless  the  same  can  he  otherwise  corrected 
the  Council  will  proceed  to  a  second  division." 
That  is,  there  and  then,  when  the  error  ocean, 
and  attention  is  drawn  to  it,  the  Council  gives 
its  decision  in  another  division.  But  then 
comes  tho  other  case :  Standing  Order  No.  80 
says,  "  If  .the  numbers  have  been  inaccurately 
reported,  the  Council,  on  being  afterwartls  in- 
formed thereof,  will  order  the  Journals  to  be 
corrected."  Now,  we  have  before  us  this  fact : 
It  became  obvious  that  an  error  had  been  made, 
and  the  division  was  so  close  that  the  fate  of 
the  Bill  depended  on  how  that  vote  was  given.' 
I  have  come  to  this  conclusion  on  the  matter : 
that  the  minutes  of  the  Council  have  to  be 
altered,  and  I  shall  give  direction  accordingly 
that  the  division-list  shall  be  amended,  and  the 
name  of  Major  Wahawaha  placed  with  the 
"  Ayes  "  instead  of  with  the  "  Noes ; "  and  I  now 
instruct  the  Clerk  of  the  Council  to  place  on 
the  Order  Paper  to-morrow  this  order :  "  That 
the  Wellington  College  and  Girls'  High  School 
Bill  be  now  read  the  second  time."  That  will 
bo  the  question  that  will  be  brought  before  the 
Council,  and  it  will  be  in  precisely  the  same 
position  in  which  it  was  when  this  error  was 
mode.  I  should  do  wrong  and  fail  in  my  duty 
towards  on  officer  of  this  Council  if  I  did  not 
bear  my  testimony  on  this  occasion  as  to  the 
accuracy  with  which  the  Clerk  performs  his 
duties  in  taking  divisions  ;  and  I  say,  with  the 
greatest  respect,  that  the  error  has  arisen  es- 
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tirely  owing  to  the  inandible  manner  in  which 
honourable  members  sometimes  give  their 
voices 

The  Hon.  Mr.  BUCKLEY.— Sir,  before  pro- 
ceeding to  the  orders  of  the  day,  I  would  ask 
the  permission  of  the  Council  to  make  an  ex- 
planation of  a  x>ersonal  character.  I  need 
scarcely  remind  honourable  members  of  some 
facts  in  reference  to  this  Bill.  My  attention 
has  been  dra\Tn  to  a  paragraph  which  appeared 
in  a  paper  published  this  morning  in  the  City 
of  Wellington,  to  which  I  desire  to  call  atten- 
tion, especially  as  it  affects  myself  in  oonneo- 
tion  with  the  Bill  which  has  been  before  the 
Council.    The  paragraph  is  as  follows  : — 

"  Seeing  that  the  members  of  the  Legis- 
lative Council  are  so  very  anxious  just  now 
to  impress  on  the  public  the  great  value  of 
their  services,  and  the  inadequacy  of  the  re- 
duced rate  of  payment  now  to  be  given  by  an 
ungrateful  country  for  those  services,  it  is  a 
little  unfortunate  that  they  should  have  done 
sach  a  foolish  and  unwarrantable  thing  as  to 
throw  out  the  Wellington  Girls'  High  School 
Bill.  It  will  not  enhance  the  public  admira- 
tion of  the  Legislative  Council  to  learn  that 
many  of  the  Councillors  spoke  and  voted 
against  the  Bill  in  manifest  ignorance  of  the 
merits  of  the  case,  and  that  the  Bill  was  lost 
not  by  a  direct  vote,  but  through  the  mis- 
take of  a  new  Maori  Councillor,  who  was  un- 
acquainted with  the  procedure,  and  inadver- 
tently voted  on  the  wrong  side.  Mor  will  it 
enhance  the  local  appreciation  of  the  Wel- 
lington representatives  in  that  Chamber  to 
know  that  no  fewer  than  five  of  them — Messrs. 
Buckley,  Martin,  Grace,  Hart,  and  Watcrhouse 
— voted  against  the  Bill ;  althoogb,  to  their 
credit  be  it  said,  Mr.  Randall  Johnson  and 
Mr.  Pharazyn  supported  it.  Neither  will  it 
greatly  raise  people's  opinion  of  Mr.  Buckley's 
consistency  to  see  that  he  helped  to  throw 
out  a  Bill  which  was  approved  and  virtually 
fathered  by  the  late  Ministry,  of  which  he  was 
a  member.     Indeed,  he  may  be  said  to  have 

fractically  defeated  his  own  Bill,  seeing  that, 
ad  he  voted  for  it,  it  would  have  been  carried 
in  spite  of  Major  Wahawaha's  blunder.  As, 
however,  that  blunder  is  undisputed,  and  the 
Speaker  confesses  to  some  doubt  as  to  his 
course  of  action,  we  trust  he  will  give  the  Bill 
the  benefit  of  the  doubt,  and  not  allow  it  to 
be  destroyed  through  a  mere  inadvertence  on 
the  part  of  a  new  member." 

If  it  had  not  been  for  the  respect  which  I 
have  for  the  proprietor  of  that  paper,  whose 
large-heartedness,  I  know,  is  such  that  he  is 
incapable  of  reflecting  on  any  member  of  this 
Council  personally,  I  should  probably  have 
made  this  a  question  of  privilege.  I  think  I 
need  not  go  far  to  find  out  the  writer  of  that 
paragraph ;  and  the  wonder  is,  he  did  not  finish 
with  some  eulogium  on  himself. 

An  Hon.  Member. — Who  is  he  ? 

The  Hon.  Mr.  BUCKLEY.— I  would  rather 
not  mention  the  name.  I  should  like  to  ex- 
plain my  action  in  connection  with  the  Bill 
in  question.  The  Hon.  Dr.  Grace  was  good 
enough  to  call  attention  to  the  fact  that  ho 


endeavoured  to  persuade  the  Council  not  to- 
pass  the  measure  which  caused  the  beginning 
of  this  trouble.  He  referred  to  the  fact  that 
there  had  been  a  violation  of  the  rights  of 
the  citizens  of  Wellington  in  depriving  them  of 
an  endowment  to  which  they  were  entitled. 
I  refer  to  the  Special  Powers  and  Contracts 
Act.  I  was  surprised  to  find  that  in  the  sche- 
dule to  that  Act  there  was  no  mention  what- 
ever of  the  subject-matter  of  this  Bill — that 
is,  the  land  on  which  the  Oirls'  High  School 
has  been  erected — but  on  closer  examination 
of  the  Act  itself  I  find  that  the  6th  clause  of 
the  Special  Powers  and  Contracts  Act,  giving, 
the  Governors  of  the  Wellington  College  pos- 
session of  the  land,  referred  to  a  piece  of  land 
nnder  the  provisions  of  an  Act  passed  in  1878. 
Now,  Sir,  my  object  in  calling  attention  to  this 
Special  Powers  and  Contracts  Act  is  this  — 
and  I  shall  not  detain  the  Council  very  long  in 
doing  so :  I  find  that  in  1885  this  land  was 
given  to  the  Governors  of  the  Wellington 
College,  and  I  find  shortly  after^rards  also  that 
a  mortgage  of  a  very  elaborate  character  was 
prepared  and  executed  at  the  instance  of  the 
Governors,  to  enable  them  to  raise  funds  for  the 
purpose  of  erecting  a  girls'  high  school  on  the 
land.  I  was  handed  this  mortgage  to  examine 
to-day,  and  I  may  explain  to  the  Council  that 
I  never  had  an  opportunity  of  seeing  it  before, 
although  the  newspapers  say  that  I  was  the 
father  of  this  Bill.  I  find  that  the  mortgage 
was  executed  in  December,  1886,  and  was- 
prepared  by  the  solicitor  to  the  Board  of  College 
Governors,  who  is  probably  one  of  the  best  con- 
veyancers in  the  colony.  It  was  specially  pre- 
pared in  accordance  with  the  law  which  then 
existed,  and  the  Act  which  enabled  it  to  be  done 
was  the  Public  Bodies'  Leaseholds  Act  of  1886 ; 
and  special  attention  was  given  to  the  execution 
of  the  mortgage.  Powers  were  given  by  whioh 
the  parties  could  mortgage  the  land,  and  the 
amounts  of  the  lands  referred  to  and  anything 
else  for  the  purpose  were  indicated.  The  land 
consisted  of  2,974  acres  and  5  perches ;  it  was 
mortgaged  for  the  purpose  of  erecting  a  girls' 
high  school ;  and  these  lands  were  given  to 
the  Board  for  college  grounds  by  the  Special 
Powers  and  Contracts  Act.  Upon  reading  this 
mortgage,  I  find  there  is  in  it  a  special  provi- 
sion that  the  Governors  shall  have  no  personal 
liability,  as  far  as  they  are  concerned,  and  that 
they  shall  have  the  same  powers  as  were  given 
under  the  Act  to  which  I  have  referred.  By 
the  power  given  to  the  mortgagees  they  may 
enter  on  the  premises  and  account  to  the 
College  Governors  for  any  deficiency  or  any 
profibB  of  whioh  they  may  be  possessed.  When 
they  are  pressed  for  money  a  Bill  is  introduced, 
and  I  find  a  statement  has  been  made  to  the 
effect  that  this  mortgage  had  received  the 
sanction  of  the  late  Government.  I  say  in  my 
place  that  it  never  received  the  sanction  of  the 
Government  as  a  Government ;  but  the  Minis- 
ter of  Education  approved  of  the  mortgage,  as 
any  one  would  have  done ;  and  he  was  only 
acting  within  the  four  comers  of  the  law,  as  I 
stated  at  that  time.  The  mortgage  bears  on  its 
face  the  approval  of  the  late  Minister  of  Educa- 
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tion — the  Hon.  Sir  Bobert  Stout — and  nothing 
mora ;  uid  I  say  he  had  every  right  to  approve 
it,  because  it  did  not  violate  the  provisions  of 
the  existing  law.  Sir,  this  was  not  a  publio  or 
tt  Government  Bill.  I  rafused  to  introduce  it ; 
and  the  Hon.  Mr.  Reynolds — my  colleague — 
undertook  to  take  it  up.  I  do  not  agree  with 
the  Bill ;  and  I  did  not  agree  with  the  view  of 
my  colleagues  in  regard  to  the  present  system 
of  education.  I  never  have  agreed  to  it,  and  I 
never  will ;  and  I  am  not  going  to  alter  my 
views  in  regard  to  this  system  in  order  to  satisfy 
anybody.  The  present  mortgage,  as  I  have 
said,  strictly  came  within  the  four  corners  of 
the  law ;  but  it  was  found  impossible  to  pass 
the  Bill,  and  a  new  one  was  introduced,  with 
A  certain  amount  of  padding  which  I  think  was 
not  at  all  necessary.  In  the  action  I  took  on 
(his  occasion  I  was  only  doing  my  duty  in  try- 
ing to  prevent  what  was  a  violation  of  the  law ; 
and  I  voted  against  the  Bill.  I  will  not  give 
way  to  any  man  in  this  Council  in  my  desire 
to  assist  education  ;  and,  while  I  voted  against 
the  Bill,  I  trust  I  shall  be  acquitted  of  having 
any  interest  in  taking  the  action  which  I  have 
taken. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  STEVENS.— I  think  it  is  right 
to  call  the  attention  of  the  Council  to  one  fea- 
ture o^  this  mortgage  which  my  honourable 
friend  has  neglected  to  mention  ;  and,  in  doing 
so,  I  have  not  the  least  desire  to  suggest  that 
my  honourable  friend  has  wished  to  suppress 
Anything  whatever.    I  think  it  is  right — — 

The  Hon.  the  SPEAKER.— The  honourable 
member  is  out  of  order.  He  will  have  an  op- 
portunity of  making  any  remarks  he  may  have 
to  moke  later  on. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  STEVENS.— Then  I  will  take 
the  opportunity  of  making  the  remarks  which  I 
have  to  make  when  the  time  comes. 

NATIVE  LAND  ADMINISTRATION  ACT 
REPEAL  BILL. 

On  the  motion  for  the  third  reading  of  this 
BiU, 

The  Hon.  Mr.  SCOTLAND  said,— I  wish  to  ' 
ask  the  honourable  member  if  he  is  really  going 
on  with  the  third  reading  of  this  Bill.  I  would 
point  out  that  the  petition  which  has  been  re- 
ferred to  this  afternoon  has  gone  to  the  Native 
Affairs  Committee,  and  it  is  really  necessary 
that  we  should  know  the  report  of  that  Com- 
mittee upon  the  petition  before  the  Bill  is  pro- 
ceeded with  further.  I  think  it  would  be  a 
great  injustice  to  go  on  with  the  third  reading 
at  once. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  RICHMOND.— I  wish  to  ask 
my  honourable  friend  the  Attorney-General — 
who  is  in  charge  of  the  Native  Land  Adminis- 
tration Bill — to  grant  as  much  delay  in  the  third 
reading  as  may  enable  me  to  confer  with  him 
to  ascertain  whether  anything  can  be  intro- 
duced into  the  Bill  to  protect  persons  interested. 

An  Hon.  Member. — Who  are  tbey  ? 

The  Hon.  Mr.  RICHMOND.— Mr.  Owen  and 
the  Mokau  Goal  Company :  to  protect  such 
persons  against  any  retrospective  action  that 
may  be  confirmatory  of  Uie  certificates  re- 
ierred  to  in  the  petition  before  this  House 
Hon.  Mr.  Buckley 


as  having  been  granted  by  Chief  Jadge  Mac- 
donald,  without  the  authority  of  law,  in  favour 
of  one  Neville  Walker  in  respect  to  some  land 
on  the  Mokau  River.  I  ought  to  state  there  is 
no  power  under  the  Act,  or  anywhere  else  that 
I  am  aware  of,  for  granting  a  rehearing  in  this 
case,  and  it  is  one  which,  upon  the  face  of  the 
document  of  which  I  have  a  copy,  absolutely 
requires  a  rehearing  in  the  interests  of  tb* 
Court  itself. 

The  Hon.  Sir  F.  WHITAKER.— I  would 
gladly  comply  with  the  request  of  my  honour- 
able friend,  but  the  time  at  our  disposal  to  get 
this  Bill  to  the  other  House  is  so  short  that 
I  firmly  believe  that  such  a  step  would  lose  the 
Bill  altogether.  I  have  examined  the  petition 
of  the  persons  mentioned.  I  will  confer  with 
the  honourable  gentleman,  and,  if  there  is  any- 
thing to  be  protected,  I  shall  be  glad  that  the 
Government  should  take  the  necessary  steps 
with  this  object  in  the  other  House. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  BONAR.— I  would  ask  the 
same  in  regard  to  Mr.  Owen's  petition,  which 
was  received  to-day.  I  understand  there  was  a 
distinct  pledge  that  no  legislation  should  take 
place  this  session  which  would  aSect  any  claimi 
of  this  kind. 

The  Hon.  Sir  P.  WHITAKER.— The  peti- 
tioner withdrew  his  claim. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  BONAB.— I  understand  that 
he  did  so  in  consequence  of  the  promise  I  refer 
to. 

Bill  read  a  third  time. 

LAND  BILL. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  STEVENS.— In  introducing 
this  Bill  to  the  notice  of  the  Council,  I  think  I 
shall  be  best  consulting  the  wishes  of  honooi- 
able  members  if  I  avoid  going  into  minute 
details  of  the  Bill,  and  confine  myself  to  the 
larger  principles  and  the  more  important  clauses 
in  the  measure. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  REYNOLDS.  —  Possibly,  I 
may  be  allowed  to  mention  that  it  has  been 
usual,  heretofore,  to  take  the  discussion  after 
the  Bill  has  come  from  the  Waste  Lands  Com- 
mittee. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  STEVENS.— I  tliink.  Sir.  it 
was  quite  the  other  way.  The  Govenunent 
have  thought  that  the  time  has  come  when 
every  facility  should  be  given,  within  reason- 
able limits,  and  without  in  any  measure  tend- 
ing to  an  injurious  system  of  land-acquirement, 
when  all  unnecessary  restrictions  should  be 
removed  as  far  as  they  can  be ;  and  that  the 
greatest  facilities  should  be  afforded  that  we 
can  offer  for  the  settlement  by  people  of  the 
lands  of  the  colony.  Sir,  the  Government,  in 
making  proposals  which  they  think  will  tend 
in  this  direction,  do  not  propose  anything 
of  a  revolutionary  character  as  regards  the 
land-systems  in  force.  At  the  same  time,  I 
must  say  that  the  proposals  they  make  do 
more  or  less  make  important  changes  in  the 
direction  I  have  spoken  of.  Sir,  honourable 
members  must  have  observed  that  for  some  oca- 
siderable  time  past  the  land  revenue  has  been 
gradually  diminishing.  This  fact  has  become 
only  too  apparent,  and  it  has  appeared  to  as 
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advisable  that,  so  far  as  can  be  safely  done,  an 
effort  should  be  made  to  restore  it  to  some- 
thing like  reasonable  dimensions.  There  is  a 
passage  in  the  Crown  Lands  Report,  which  was 
laid  on  the  table  of  the  House  last  session, 
-which  appears  to  me  so  important  that  I  will 
read  it : — 

"The  cash  sales  on  freehold  tenure  have 
diminished,  very  much  of  late  years,  partly,  no 
donbt,  from  the  available  Crown  lands  lying 
farther  back,  but  in  a  greater  degree  from  the 
policy  of  offering  all  the  best  lands  on  settle- 
ment conditions  as  they  become  opened  out  by 
roads.  With  the  exception  of  town  lands, 
which  are  always  sold  for  cash,  there  is  very 
little  opportunity  given  for  acquiring  Crown 
lands  on  immediate  payment." 

Now,  Sir,  we  have  found  that,  if  there  is  one 
thing  which  would  tend  to  assist  the  settlement 
of  the  country  more  than  anything  else,  it  is 
that  there  should  be  a  choice  of  tenure.  We 
are  aware  that  for  a  considerable  time  past 
there  has  been-  a  great  amount  of  difficulty  in 
people  acquiring  land  on  precisely  the  tenure 
they  would  prefer ;  and  these  are  not  land- 
speculators,  but  those  whom  we  should  all 
desire  to  see  occupy  the  lands  of  the  country. 
Any  one  who  has  any  experience  in  England 
becomes  aware  at  once  of  the  demand  there  is 
there  for  a  plain  answer  to  a  very  plain  ques- 
tion. Wherever  you  go  in  England  you  meet 
the  parents  of  young  men  who  are  anxious  to 
enter  into  the  occupation  of  land  in  this  colony, 
and  also  persons  in  a  humbler  condition  of  life 
who  are  extremely  anxious  to  do  so ;  and  the 
first  question  they  ask  is,  "  Can  you  buy  land  in 
New  Zealand?"  The  answer  to  this  question 
is, "  Land  can  be  bought  in  almost  innumerable 
ways — by  deferred  payment,  perpetual  lease- 
hold, or  by  the  system  of  homestead  settlers,  or 
village  settlers,  or  village-homestead  settlers ; " 
and,  in  fact,  there  is  a  list  of  systems  which  it 
is  quite  unnecessary  to  go  through  at  the  pre- 
sent time;  but,  when  they  ask  you  the  plain 
question,  whether  they  can  come  to  the  colony 
and  buy  land  for  cash,  you  are  not  able  to  say 
with  certainty  whether  that  is  the  case  or  not. 
Honourable  members  are  as  well  aware  as  I 
am  that  every  one  who  writes  or  speaks  to  the 
public  now  lays  stress  on  the  importance  of 
obtaining  not  so  much  persons  of  the  mere  la- 
bouring-class, but  those  who  have  some  capital. 
The  constant  cry  is  that  we  want  people  to 
come  to  New  Zealand  who  have  some  capital 
to  begin  with.  As  a  general  rule,  if  you  go 
before  this  class  of  people  and  explain  that 
they  could  get  land  on  any  one  of  these  more 
or  less  complicated  kinds  of  tenure,  they  be- 
come so  bewildered  and  confused,  I  may  say, 
with  the  complication  of  our  Isind-laws  that 
they  practically  turn  their  affections  from  this 
colony  and  go  somewhere  else.  And  I  am  sure 
that,  even  in  England,  some  of  our  old  settlers 
who  are  there  absolutely  do  not  feel  them- 
selves in  a  position  to  give  a  plain  answer  to  a 
Te^  plain  question,  owing  to  the  complications 
-which  attend  it.  The  Government  have,  in  a 
modest  way,  thought  it  to  be  their  daty  to 
establish,  as  far  as  they  ore  able,  a  greater 


freedom  of  choice ;  and  therefore  they  deter' 
mined,  if  Parliament  will  allow  them  to  pass 
this  measure,  that  it  shall  not  be  in  the  power 
of  any  Minister  to  proclaim  blocks  available 
only  to  one  class  of  settlement,  whether  it  be 
for  deferred  payment  or  perpetual  lease,  or  for 
cash  only,  but  that  the  blocks,  when  open  for 
sale,  shall  be  equally  available  to  all  three 
classes  of  purchasers;  and  we  venture  to 
think  that  this  will  have  a  tendency  to  en- 
courage in  a  by  no  means  unimportant  degree 
the  settlement  of  the  land.  In  making  thia 
arrangement  we  have  also  thought  it  advisable 
to  classify  the  land  on  a  different  system 
from  that  which  now  obtains.  We  have  there- 
fore proposed  this  —  and  it  will  be  seen  from 
clauses  2  and  9  that  the  Bill  gives  larger  powers 
of  classification  than  there  are  now ;  and  there 
is  also  power  to  lower  the  upset  price  at  which 
land  shall  be  offered  to  the  public.  The  clas- 
sification will  be  in  two  divisions — flrst-clasa 
land  and  second-class  land;  and  the  upset 
price  of  first-class  land  will  be  £1,  and  of 
second-class  land  10s.  There  are  several  pro- 
visions in  the  3rd  clause  relating  to  particular 
provincial  districts  in  the  colony — that  is  to 
say,  that,  wherever  land  in  such  provincial  dis- 
tricts is  of  third-class  quality,  the  upset  price 
would  remain  at  5s.  In  Nelson,  Marlborough, 
and  Wellington,  where  there  is  no  third-class 
land,  the  same  price  is  also  adopted.  In  lower- 
ing the  upsot  price,  and  in  undertaking  this  new 
classification,  we  have  of  course  taken  care  in 
the  Bill  that  it  shall  be  competent  to  raise  the 
price  of  land  that  is  really  good  land,  so  that 
it  shall  not  be  necessarily  offered  at  a  less 
price  than  it  is  worth.  Wherever  land  is  worth 
£2,  £S,  or  £4  an  acre  it  would  not  be  offered 
at  a  lower  price  than  its  supposed  or  real 
value.  In  the  Bill  precaution  bos  been  taken 
to  insert  a  limit:  the  limit  for  these  different 
classes  of  land  will  be — for  the  first  class,  640 
acres ;  for  the  second  class,  2,000  acres ;  and 
that  is  the  limit  provided  by  the  Bill  of  land 
which  can  be  acquired  by  anyone  person — that 
is  to  say,  he  can  take  up  640  acres  of  first- 
class  land  and  2,000  acres  of  second-class  land. 
There  is  also  a  provision  that  those  who 
already  hold  land  will  not  be  able  to  exceed 
these  limits  when  the  extent  of  their  own  land 
is  added  to  the  amount  of  their  application. 
That  is  to  say,  the  total  holding  will  be  Imiited 
in  the  same  manner  as  it  is  in  the  present  Act, 
the  provisions  of  which  honourable  members 
are  familiar  with.  We  think,  notwithstanding 
some  remarks  that  may  be  mode,  and  some 
opinions  that  may  be  held,  that  the  proposals, 
especially  the  one  I  have  mentioned,  do  not 
tend  to  the  acquisition  of  land  for  merely 
speculative  objects.  We  say  we  believe  the 
limits  we  have  proposed  are  not  of  an  ex- 
travagant character,  and  are  not  too  strict  to 
be  a  fair  encouragement,  and  no  more  than 
a  fair  encouragement,  to  persons  desirous  of 
settling  upon  the  lands  of  the  country.  On  the 
goldfields  we  propose  to  permit  the  purchase  of 
the  freehold  of  lands  which  are  now  held  on 
perpetual  lease,  under  precisely  the  same  safe- 
guards in  regard  to  mming  as  now  exist.    It 
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will  be  remembered  that  when  wo  inserted  a 
purchasing  clause  in  connection  with  perpetual 
leases  we  excluded  the  lands  in  the  goldfields. 
It  is  felt  that  the  holders  ol  those  lands  should 
be  permitted  to  acquire  the  freeholds  if  they 
think  fit.  It  is  known,  of  course,  that  the 
holders  of  agricultural  leases  can,  under  cer- 
tain restrictions,  obtain  freeholds ;  and  it  has 
been  considered  by  us,  and  also  b^  the  other 
Chamber  of  Parliament,  that  there  is  no  reason 
why  the  same  power  should  not  be  extended 
to  these  leaseholders  of  acquiring  freeholds  as 
is  given  to  persons  difierently  situated.  We 
propose  also,  Dy  the  19th  clause,  to  give  relief  to 
the  deferred-payment  settlers.  I  would  hero 
make  a  remark  that,  if  that  is  done,  we  shall 
have  done  as  much  as  we  think  can  at  this 
period  be  done  in  the  direction  of  relieving 
those  persons  who  hold  land  under  deferred 
payment  in  the  way  in  which  we  were  invited 
to  do  that  by  the  motion  of  the  Hon.  Mr.  Water- 
house.  It  will  be  seen  that  the  rents  that 
have  already  been  credited  to  the  tenant  will 
help  him  largely  to  pay  his  arrears.  The  pay- 
ments he  bos  already  mode  will  go  towards  the 
payment  of  his  arrears,  by  a  system  of  ante- 
dating these  payments,  and  by  extension  of  his 
time.  It  thus  becomes  evident  that  he  will 
get  considerable  pecuniary  relief  for  the  time 
being ;  and  we  consider  that  will  be  sufficient 
to  encourage  him  to  continue,  and  will,  in 
point  of  fact,  afford  him  very  considerable  re- 
lief. I  might  here  say  that  the  other  class  of 
tenants  to  whom  the  motion  of  my  honourable 
friend  refers  will  be  dealt  with  by  a  separate 
measure,  which  is  now  before  Parlisjnent.  We 
trust  that  the  view  of  the  Council  will  be  that 
this  relief  which  is  now  proposed  to  be  given 
will  be  as  much  as  can  reasonably  be  expected 
at  the  present  time.  If  it  should  turn  out  to 
be  insufficient  it  will  be,  of  course,  in  the  power 
of  Parliament  to  extend  the  relief  by  special 
Act,  or  by  any  other  way  they  may  think  fit. 
We  do  not  thmk  it  necessary  to  go  further  than 
that  in  the  present  Bill.  We  propose — and 
this  is  a  very  miportant  portion  of  the  Bill,  to 
which  I  call  the  attention  of  honourable  gentle- 
men— we  propose  that  the  deferred-payment 
settlers  and  the  perpetual-lease  holders  who 
have  complied  witli  the  conditions  of  their 
tenure  as  regards  improvements  shall  be  per- 
mitted to  purchase  without  waiting  any  longer; 
and  that  will,  in  some  degree,  relieve  these 
tenants,  because  they  will  bo  able  to  make 
arrangements,  no  doubt,  where  they  are  not 
overburdened  by  too  high  prices,  by  which 
they  can  acquire  the  freeholds,  and  in  some 
instances  relief  will  come  from  that  source. 
Wo  see  no  reason  whatever  why,  when  they 
have  completed  the  improvements  specified 
by  law,  they  should  be  kept  waiting  any 
longer  for  their  title.  We  have  good  reason 
to  believe  that  this  will  not  only  be  eminently 
satisfactory  to  bon&  fide  settlers  on  the  laud 
at  present,  but  will  encourage  future  occu- 
pants ;  and  that  it,  generally,  is  a  reasonable 
thing  to  do,  and  is  one  which  the  settlers  have 
a  fair  right  to  expect  at  our  hands,  and  one 
which  there  can  be  no  possible  danger  in  giving. 
Hon.  Mr.  Stevens 


Then,  we  propose  further — and  this  will  be  in 
some  degree  a  measure  of  relief — that  the  per- 
petual-lease holder  may  be  converted,  if  he 
pleases,  into  a  deferred-payment  settler.  At 
present  a  deferred -payment  settler  may  be 
converted  into  a  perpetual-lease  holder,  and  we 
see  no  reason  why  the  systems  sliould  not  be, 
as  it  were,  interchangeable.  The  next  proposal 
I  have  to  call  attention  to  is  the  increase  of 
small  grazing-runs.  The  limit  of  small  grrazing- 
runs  at  the  present  time  is  5,000  acres,  ai^ 
that  limit  it  is  proposed  in  the  Bill  to  increaM 
to  20,000  acres  ;  and  the  reason  for  it  is  this : 
It  has  been  found  from  practical  experience 
that  5,000  acres  of  this  land  is  insufficient 
for  a  person  to  get  a  living  from.  There- 
fore it  seems  to  us  reasonable  and  expedient 
that  there  should  be  a  change  made  in  this 
direction.  We  are  quite  unable  to  see  that  any 
possible  harm  can  arise  from  it ;  and,  indeed, 
I  may  say  many  persons  are  of  opinion  that 
this  system  could  with  very  great  advantage  be 
extended  very  much  further  than  it  is  now  in 
regard  to  the  area  of  country  over  which  it  has 
been  made  to  apply.  Honourable  gentlemen 
are  aware  that  tlie  pastoral  deferred-payment 
settlers  ore  no  longer  in  our  land-law,  as  far 
OS  the  future  is  concerned.  V/e  can  no  longer 
give  that  kind  of  tenure ;  but  those  who  took 
up  loud  on  that  system  are  of  course  still  hold- 
ing it  on  that  basis.  We  think  that,  in  case* 
where  they  find  that  they  cannot  struggle  along 
under  it,  it  is  desirable  that  they  should  be 
permitted  to  change  their  pastoral  deferred- 
payment  tenure — which  would,  of  course,  end 
in  a  freehold  —  into  that  of  small  grozing- 
runs.  They  will,  of  course,  lose  their  power 
of  purchase;  but  they  will  instead  gain  con- 
siderably in  the  annual  charge  on  the  lands ; 
and  it  is  considered — and,  in  fact,  I  belieiTa 
there  is  no  doubt  of  it — that  very  considerable 
relief  will  accrue  to  these  persons  if  this  pro- 
vision is  extended  to  their  cases.  It  is  prT>- 
posed  to  deal  with  ansurveyed  lands  in  the 
manner  referred  to  in  clause  17.  I  mention 
this  rather  specially  because  there  has  been 
occasionally  some  misunderstanding  on  tba 
subject.  It  is  not  intended  that  the  appli- 
cant to  have  the  land  surveyed  which  is  now 
unsurveyed  should  in  auy  way  have  the  land 
surveyed  by  unqualified  persons ;  but  this 
clause  means  that  the  Surveyor-General,  or 
whoever  may  be  a  proper  officer  at  the  time, 
may  send  some  percon  who  is  qualified  ior 
the  purpose,  but  not  necessarily  an  officer  of 
the  deportment,  to  survey  specially  for  the 
applicant  who  requires  it  to  be  done;  and  it 
is  intended  that  that  should  apply  mainly  to 
bush  land.  By  reference  to  the  clause  it  will 
be  seen  how  the  process  is  to  be  carried  oat, 
and  how  the  payment  for  it  is  to  be  made. 
Then,  as  to  simultaneous  applications,  the  Bill 
provides  that  priority  in  coses  of  simultancoas 
application  shall  be  by  lot.  There  is  no 
doubt  there  is  a  wide  difference  of  opinion 
upon  that  subject.  Some  people  believe  that 
auction  is  a  better  system;  and  others,  as 
shown  in  the  Bill,  believe  that  deciding  the 
matter  by  lot  is  the  best  system.    I  only 
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tion  it  in  order  that  honourable  members  may 
be  aware  that  the  subject  has  been  dealt  with. 
I  have  now  to  draw  attention  to  the  pro- 
poaals  as  to  Waste  Lands  Boards.  The  view 
of  the  Government  was  that  the  Waste  Lands 
Boards  should  be  done  away  with,  we  bolievinR 
that  they  have  to  a  ■very  large  extent  outlived 
their  usefulness — that  the  altered  conditions  of 
the  colony  and  the  altered  circumstances  in 
connection  with  our  lands,  and  one  circum- 
stance and  another,  have  rendered  it  desirable 
that  these  Boards  should  no  longer  exist.  I 
jnay  say  that  is  not  the  view  of  the  majority 
<A  the  other  branch  of  the  Legislature;  and, 
although  the  existing  Land  Boards  have  not 
been  maintained  in  the  Bill — in  point  of  fact, 
they  have  been  extinguished — a  new  system 
has  been  imported  into  the  Bill.  It  will  be 
fonnd  by  honourable  members  in  clause  33. 
It  will  be  seen  that  we  have  here  a  Board  of 
four,  in  addition  to  the  Commissioner,  who  is  a 
permanent  officer.  Three  of  these  four  mem- 
Dors  are  to  be  elected  by  the  Councils  of  the 
counties  comprised  within  the  land  district,  and 
one  by  the  Councils  of  boroughs  in  the  land 
district.  Of  course,  as  I  have  said,  that  is  not 
the  view  of  the  Government ;  and  whether  that 
Tiew  will  be  taken  by  honourable  members  I 
oannot  undertake  to  say.  But  we  adhere  to 
our  view  that  it  would  bo  better  to  do  away 
with  the  Waste  Lands  Boards.  I  have  no 
doubt,  however,  that  this  new  provision  will 
receive  its  proper  share  of  attention  at  the 
hands  of  honourable  gentlemen.  There  will  be 
a,  new  clause  which  I  propose  to  introduce 
into  the  Bill.  It  is  not  of  a  very  important 
character  as  far  as  dealing  with  land  is  con- 
cerned, but  it  will  have  a  very  good  effect  in 
the  way  of  convenience.  It  is  that  certain 
land  districts  shall  be  made  coterminous  with 
the  land-registration  districts,  and  we  have 
come  to  the  conclusion  that  this  will  be  a 
measure  of  great  convenience,  and  that  it  can- 
not by  any  possibility  lead  to  any  harm.  As  I 
said  at  the  outset  of  my  remarks,  I  shall  not 
deal  with  the  minor  clauses — such  clauses,  for 
instance,  as  that  relating  to  a  small  case  at 
Olutha,  and  the  cose  of  the  Xermadec  Islands. 
I  will  not  occupy  the  time  of  the  Council  on 
the  motion  of  the  second  reading  in  dwelling 
on  these  smaller  subjects.  I  will  merely  re- 
commend to  honourable  gentlemen  this  pro- 
posal of  the  Government.  It  is  one  which  is 
not  made  with  any  idea  of  undoing  the  acts  of 
preceding  Governments.  It  is  not  brought  in 
with  any  intention  whatever  of  subverting  the 
present  systems  in  the  existing  law  ;  but  we  do 
feel  that  there  must  be  something  more  in 
cur  land-system  than  experimentalising.  Wo 
think,  although  all  these  systems  may  be  very 
excellent,  that  they  should  not  be  carried  on 
to  the  exclusion  of  anything  that  is  likely  to 
effect  the  settlement  of  our  lands  to  the  best 
possible  advantage ;  and  I  trust  honourable 
members  will  have  gathered  from  the  remarks 
I  have  made  that  to  effect  settlement  is  the 
sincere  desire  of  the  Government.  That,  in 
point  of  fact,  is  their  only  desire.  And  I  Sin- 
cerely trust  I  shall  have  the  hearty  cooperation 


of  this  Council  in  supporting  the  views  of  the 
Government. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  McLEAN.— I  should  certainly 
not  like  a  measure  of  this  importance  to  go  to 
a  division  without  any  discussion.  The  Bill 
is  one  of  the  most  important  Bills  which  could 
be  brought  before  this  Council,  and  it  requires 
the  attention  of  honourable  members  more,  I 
believe,  than  any  other  Bill  which  is  likely  to 
come  before  the  Council.  With  the  proposals 
in  the  Bill  I  may  say  I  pretty  well  ajree,  es- 
pecially with  that  one  which  will  be  a  great 
temptation  to  people  to  make  this  country 
their  home — that  is,  giving  people  the  right  to 
moke  freeholds  of  their  perpetual  looses.  No 
matter  what  systems  may  be  in  force,  if  we  once 
establish  as  a  fact  that  a  maji's  selection  of 
land  is  to  be  his  own  ho  will  not  run  away  and 
leave  it.  Men  will  then  become  good  settlers 
and  good  colonists.  I  have  always  felt  that  it 
is  more  important  to  get  these  men  tied  to 
the  soil  than  to  get  a  high  price  from  them 
for  the  land.  While  I  hold  that,  1  think  the 
price  of  the  land  should  be  a  fair  price.  As  to 
this  question  of  letting  land  by  lot  or  auction, 
there  is  no  objection  to  the  system  of  lot  pro- 
vided a  valuation  is  put  on  the  land  before  the 
result  of  the  drawing  is  declared.  In  my  opinion, 
whether  the  system  of  lot  fails  or  whether  it 
is  unfair  depends  upon  whether  the  quality 
of  the  land  varies.  We  all  know  that  when 
a  block  of  land  is  open  there  are  often  several 
sections  in  it  double  or  treble  the  value  of  the 
other  sections.  Therefore,  when  these  lands 
are  open  for  sale,  if  a  valuation  has  been  put 
on  them,  the  method  of  lot  is  a  fair  one ;  but  I  do 
not  think  it  should  be  allowed  when  one  person 
may  get  a  section  worth  three  or  four  times  the 
value  of  the  land  adjoining  at  the  same  price 
as  the  adjoining  land.  I  think  that  people 
should  pay  in  proportion  to  the  value  of  the 
land.  Then  there  is  the  question  of  free  selec- 
tion. This  question  of  free  selection,  especially 
in  a  hilly  country  like  Otago,  it  is  very  neces- 
sary to  be  careful  about,  because  in  free 
selection  of  certain  land  you  may  take  away 
the  whole  of  the  summer  country,  and  leave 
the  winter  country,  which  by  itself  may  be  worth 
nothing.  That  ought  to  be  carefully  guarded 
against,  and  I  should  like  to  see  that  mat- 
ter thought  out  and  guarded  against.  I  hope 
honourable  gentlemen  will  give  their  atten- 
tion to  this  point  when  the  Bill  goes  into 
Committee.  The  Bill  has,  I  think,  carefully 
provided  for  the  small  runs.  However,  when 
you  come  to  large  runs,  like  those  in  Otago,  for 
instance,  it  often  cannot  be  arranged  that  you 
can  get  sufficient  winter  and  summer  country 
within  5,000  acres.  The  great  merit  of  this  Bill, 
in  my  opinion,  is  that  it  brings  in  a  little  money, 
as  well  as  the  other  provisions  which  it  makes. 
It  is  all  very  well  to  say,  Give  the  people  the 
lands ;  but  these  theoretical  principles  of  Ameri- 
can writers  do  not  come  out  well  when  you 
come  to  the  practical  part  of  the  matter.  You 
should  get  somo  money  out  of  the  lands  at  the 
same  time  as  you  keep  the  settlement  in  view. 
While  you  allow  perpetual-lease  holders  to  get 
houses  fox  themselves,  the  colony  should  get 
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tome  money  out  of  the  land.  It  is  absurd  that 
the  Colony  of  New  Zealand  should  not  have  suffi- 
cient return  from  the  land  to  pay  the  charges 
of  the  land-administration.  Why  should  people 
have  their  hundred  or  four  hundred  pounds  in 
the  bank,  and  not  be  able  to  buy  a  piece  of  land 
from  the  Government,  paying  down  a  certain 
portion  of  the  money,  and  devoting  their  own 
labour  to  improving  the  land  7  This  would 
keep  settlers  in  the  colony.  These  men  who 
have  got  four  or  five  hundred  pounds  in  the 
bank,  and  have  sufficient  interest  coming  in  to 
maintain  them  without  much  work — it  keeps 
them  about  town  blocking  up  the  labour-market, 
because,  as  long  as  they  can  get  a  few  days' 
work  in  the  month,  added  to  their  interest, 
they  can  afford  to  live  without  additional 
labour.  If  you  give  these  men  a  piece  of  land, 
and  take  a  certain  amount  of  money  for  use  of 
the  colony,  and  let  these  persons  bestow  their 
labour  on  their  property,  it  will  be  an  ad- 
vantage to  the  colony  in  various  ways.  It  has 
been  an  extraordinary  thing  to  me  that  we 
should  refuse  people's  money  for  land  and  allow 
them  to  go  elsewhere.  Bather  accept  their 
money,  and  keep  them  here  as  settlers.  This 
provision,  to  my  mind,  is  one  of  the  great  re- 
commendations of  the  Bill.  It  does  not  go  too 
far.  I  think,  myself,  from  the  way  the  Bill  is 
drafted,  that  there  is  no  fear  of  large  mono- 
polies in  land.  In  fact,  just  now  land  is  not 
very  saleable.  People  are  not  anxious  to  go 
and  buy  big  blocks  of  land  now.  There  is  a 
necessity  to  get  settlers  on  the  land,  and  to 
give  them  every  facihty  to  settle,  because  these 
people  can  grow  everything  they  eat,  and  they 
can  live  on  very  little  beyond  what  the  land 
can  produce.  With  their  dairy  produce,  their 
fowls,  eggs,  and  a  little  grain,  and  so  forth, 
they  can  make  a  sufficient  amount  of  money 
to  make  fair  wages  for  themselves.  At  present 
it  does  not  pay  any  man  to  pay  labourers,  even 
at  a  much  smaller  rate  than  the  ruling  rate 
of  wages.  It  will  not  pay  farmers  to  pay  for 
labour  in  some  parts  of  the  colony.  I  know 
settlers  in  Southland  who  have  only  netted  a 
shilling  a  bushel  from  their  oats,  and  therefore 
it  would  take  one  thousand  six  hundred  bushels 
of  oats  in  order  to  pay  one  man's  wages.  We 
should  encourage  smaller  settlers  to  occupy 
land,  and  thus  become  independent. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  MILLER.— I  should  like  also 
to  congratulate  the  Oovemmont  and  this  Coun- 
cil, and,  I  think,  the  colony  too,  upon  having 
this  measure  brought  before  us,  and  upon 
common-sense  prevailing  once  more  in  our 
counsels.  We  have  seen,  during  the  past  few 
years,  all  the  new-fangled  theories  of  Messrs. 
George  and  Co.  introduced  into  this  colony, 
and  we  have  heard  declamation  of  a  rather 
violent  kind  against  the  alienation  of  what  is 
called  "  the  people's  patrimony."  We  have 
heard  very  high-sounding  phrases  used ;  and 
laws  have  been  introduced  for  the  purpose  of 
stopping  the  sale  of  land  altogether.  I  think 
we  have  seen  it  pretty  well  proved  that  all  these 
theories  have  utterly  broken  down,  that  we  have 
been  endeavouring  to  legislate  against  human 
nature,  and  that  the  innate  desire  of  almost 
Hon.  Mr.  MeLtan 


every  man  to  have  a  piece  of  land  of  his  own 
is  the  only  true  foundation  upon  which  out 
land-laws  must  be  framed.  I  cannot  help  think- 
ing that  this  Bill  will  prove  of  immense  benefit 
to  the  country.  I  believe  that  it  will  restore 
to  us  a  very  considerable  amount  of  prosperity. 
I  am  certain  of  this :  that  under  the  existing 
land-laws  the  progress  of  settlement  would  have 
altogether  ceased :  in  fact,  it  had,  you  may 
say,  practically  ceased.  The  extent  to  which 
settlement  has  been  arrested  may  be  gathered 
from  this  consideration:  that  hardly  any 
land  has  been  sold  even  by  private  persona. 
The  only  land,  practically,  offering  for  sale 
has  been  that  of  private  individuals,  and  dar- 
ing the  last  two  or  three  years  scarcely  any 
of  that  has  been  sold.  There  is  no  stronger 
proof  that  settlement  haa  almost  altogether 
ceased  than  that  very  fact.  It  is  a  well-known 
fact  that  in  some  parts  of  the  colony  land  is 
absolutely  unsaleable  at  any  price.  That  is 
the  position  into  which  we  have  got  at  the 
present  moment,  and  I  have  no  hesitation  ia 
saying  that  our  land-laws  have  been  partly  the 
cause  of  this  state  of  things;  and,  as  if  low 
prices  and  the  general  depression  and  the  high 
taxation  were  not  sufficient  to  prevent  people 
from  taking  up  land,  we  have  lately  had  before 
the  people  a  Bill  which,  I  think,  would  make 
it  utterly  impossible  to  induce  persons  to  come 
to  this  colony.  The  people  were  told  that  a 
Land  Acquisition  Bill  would  be  passed  in  this 
colony,  by  which  land  would  be  taken  by  the 
State  from  the  large  proprietors.  Kow,  Sir,  it 
appears  to  me  that  this  is  one  of  the  most 
extraordinary  propositions  that  ever  were  pro- 
posed, because,  setting  aside  the  immorality 
of  the  thing,  which  must  be  obvious  to  any 
reflecting  mind,  there  can  be  no  doubt  what- 
ever that  the  remedy  would  be  worse  than 
the  disease  in  regard  to  these  large  holdings. 
Can  it  be  supposed  for  a  moment  that  people 
would  be  attracted  to  this  colony  if  they 
knew  that  there  was  a  law  by  which  they 
might  eventually  be  dispossessed  of  the  land 
which  they  had  purchased  ?  However,  I  do 
not  wish  to  enlarge  upon  this  subject ;  but  I 
think  we  ought  to  take  notice  of  it  here,  be- 
cause during  the  last  election,  I  may  say,  this 
doctrine  has  been  very  largely  made  use  oi; 
and  it  has  been  almost  held  up  as  a  threat «» 
terrorem  over  the  heads  of  those  who  take  am 
opposite  view.  In  this  country — at  any  rate,  in 
the  South  Island — land  has  been  acquired  in  a 
legitimate  manner.  I  know  estates  which  in 
1868-69  were  going  a-begging  for  months  and 
months.  There  were  large  tracts  of  magnifi- 
cent land  which  were  absolutely  going  a-begging, 
and  when  persons  came  forward  to  purchase 
these  lands  it  was  thought  doubtful  if  it  would 
be  a  profitable  purchase  at  the  time.  A  candi- 
date at  the  recent  elections  gravely  informed 
the  people  that  he  thought  it  would  be  advis- 
able that  a  measure  should  be  passed  by 
which  the  Government  should  cut  up  all  the 
land  where  he  was  living  into  ten-acre  blocks. 
It  does  seem  to  me  to  be  an  extraordina^ 
thing  that  any  Government  should  think  it 
necessary  to  preach  such  a  doctrine  as  Uu>» 
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which,  as  I  have  said,  must  lead  to  disaster 
to  the  oommanity.  I  am  not  one  of  those 
who  think  that  it  is  at  all  desirable  that 
land  should  be  held  in  sncb  large  blocks.  I 
think  that  very  large  estates  are  not  for  the 
good  of  the  community,  and  it  is  better  for  the 
country  at  large  that  land  should  be  held  in 
moderate  areas.  What  is  the  fact  in  regard  to 
the  colony  now?  I  believe  there  is  a  great 
deal  more  money  in  this  colony  than  people 
think.  There  are  people  who  have  money  on 
deposit  in  the  banks  ;  but  do  you  ever  see  them 
investing  in  laud  now  7  You  find  in  the  coun- 
try an  invincible  dread  of  investing  in  land, 
and  the  money  lies  in  the  bank  doing  nothing 
whatever.  And  I  say  that  this  has  been 
brought  about  by  the  land-laws,  as  well  as  by 
the  depression  from  which  we  are  now  sufler- 
ing.  With  regard  to  perpetual  leasing,  I  hold 
that,  as  a  rule,  those  persons  who  have  had 
practical  experience  in  the  working  of  land 
do  not  advocate  that  system,  because  they 
are  aware  of  the  immense  injury  which 
would  accrue  to  the  State  if  wo  were  exposed 
to  having  the  lands  exhausted  by  these  lease- 
holders. People  who  are  not  acquainted  with 
the  working  of  land  can  liave  no  idea  of  the 
enormous  loss  which  the  State  would  sustain 
if  it  allowed  irresponsible  people  to  occupy 
the  soil.  In  years  when  the  price  of  wheat 
is  high  we  might  have  thousands  of  thousands 
of  acres  of  land  exhausted  by  growing  several 
orops  of  wheat  in  succession,  and  if  the  price 
fell  the  people  might  leave  the  land  ;  and  the 
loss  to  the  State  would  be  something  beyond 
all  oaloulatiun.  Anybody  who  has  dealt  with 
exhausted  land  knows  that  it  takes  years  and 
years  to  bring  it  round  again.  As  a  matter  of 
fact,  there  are  scarcely  any  lands  in  New  Zea- 
land that  will  stand  two  successive  years'  crops 
of  wheat-growing.  With  regard  to  the  small 
gracing  men,  I  am  glsd  to  see  the  truth  has  at 
last  come  out.  Setting  aside  all  the  outcry 
against  the  runholders,  and  so  on — and  there, 
again,  I  do  not  want  to  say  that  the  lands 
should  be  occupied  in  very  large  holdings — 
it  is  necessary  that  they  should  not  be  held 
in  limited  areas.  I  do  not  want  to  take 
np  the  time  of  the  Council  in  going  into 
this  Bill.  I  really  do  think  that,  after  all 
we  have  heard  about  these  theories  and 
"  iads  "  regarding  the  acquisition  of  the  land, 
we  may  certainly  congratulate  ourselves  that 
the  Government  of  the  colony  has  brought  for- 
ward a  Bill  DOW  which  is  returning  to  simple 
common-sense  views.  My  idea  is  that  no  true 
progress  can  be  made  unless  the  land  is  held 
by  the  owners  of  the  soil,  who  will  devote  all 
their  energies  and  time  to  its  cultivation,  and 
will  treat  the  land  in  such  a  manner  as  not  to 
impoverish  or  exhaust  it. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  BARNIGOAT.— Though  a  pro- 
longed discussion  on  th?  many  details  of  such 
a  Bill  as  this  may  be  unadvisable,  yet,  on  the 
other  band,  I  agree  with  the  Hon.  Mr.  McLean 
that  it  is  not  well  to  let  a  Bill  of  this  very 
important  nature  be  introduced  unnoticed  and 
withont  a  word  of  welcome.  It  is  said  that 
good  wine  needs  no  bush,  and  no  doubt  this  ^ 
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was  the  principle  which  actuated  the  honour- 
able gentleman  who  introduced  the  Bill.  I 
regard  it  as  an  era  in  our  land-legislation.  It 
is  evidently  the  work  of  an  eminently-practical 
mind,  a  mind  capable  of  taking  a  wide  and 
varied  view,  and  that  pays  no  attention  to 
"fads"  and  theories  in  connection  with  the 
occupation  of  the  land.  The  question  has 
often  been  discussed  as  to  the  best  mode  of 
tenure,  and  it  appears  to  me  that  the  best 
is  that  which  best  meets  the  wishes  and  cir- 
cumstances of  the  persons  who  ore  to  occupy 
the  land.  This,  to  my  mind,  is  one  of  the 
attractive  features  of  the  Bill.  Another  is 
that  it  will  remove  a  portion,  at  least,  of  the 
vexatious  and  harassing  restrictions  in  connec- 
tion with  the  perpetual-leasing  and  deferred- 
payment  systems.  Our  land-laws  have  had  a 
very  demoralising  effect  on  account  of  the 
ambiguity  and  uncertainty  of  the  language  in 
which  these  restrictions  are  made.  All  this 
offers  constant  temptation  to  evasion — a  temp- 
tation which  in  many  oases  is  not  resisted. 
Another  attractive  feature  of  the  Bill  is  that 
it  provides  a  good  system  of  electing  Land 
Boards.  I  believe  it  is  the  wish  of  the  coun- 
try that  Land  Boards  should  remain,  and  that 
they  should  not  be  abolished,  as  Wtvs  proposed 
in  the  Bill  as  it  was  introduced  in  the  other 
House.  I  think  that  the  system  of  election 
proposed  is  the  best,  as  it  secures  res|K>nsibility 
to  the  public,  and,  at  the  same  time,  also 
secures  the  best  men  to  act  as  members  of  the 
Boards.  As  to  electing  the  members  of  the 
Boards  directly  by  the  people,  that  seems  to 
me  very  inadvisable.  The  members  of  these 
Boards  are  called  upon  very  often  to  act  judi- 
cially, to  decide  conflicting  claims;  and  direct 
election  by  the  people  would  be  consequently 
objectionable.  There  are  many  other  features 
in  the  Bill  which  seem  to  me  to  bo  of  a  very 
admirable  character,  but  I  will  not  say  any 
more. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  BONAR.— I  do  not  think  it 
necessary,  where  there  is  such  a  great  con- 
sensus of  opinion  in  favour  of  the  Bill,  to  say 
much  on  this  occasion.  There  are  one  or  two 
points  which  I  should  like  to  refer  to.  In  com- 
mon with  others,  I  think  we  are  acting  wisely 
in  taking  the  steps  proposed  in  this  measure. 
I  feel  perfectly  satisfied  we  shall  never  get  the 
same  population  in  the  colony  by  giving  them 
leaseholds  as  we  should  by  giving  them  the 
actual  freehold  of  the  land.  There  used  to  be 
only  one  opinion  on  that  subject,  and  I  think 
the  public  mind  is  coming  back  to  th.it  opinion 
now.  I  may  say.  Sir,  that  I  am  not  altogother 
favourably  disposed  to  the  limitation  clause  in 
this  Bill  as  to  the  extent  to  which  these  cash- 
purchases  may  be  made.  I  should  be  inclined 
to  give  it  a  wider  scope — not  limit  it  to  6i0 
acres  of  first-class  land  and  2,U00  acres  of 
second-class  land.  I  do  not  think  that  that 
limitation  should  be  insisted  upon.  I  may  also 
say  that  I  am  in  favour  of  the  provisions  which 
enable  land  in  mining  districts  to  bo  acquired, 
but  I  should  like  to  see  those  provisions  maJe 
somewhat  fuller  than  they  are  at  present,  more 
particularly  in  the  interests  of  mining.    The 
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16th  clause  of  the  Act  provides  that  all  land 
acquired  under  that  clause  shall  be  subject  to 
the  provisions  relating  to  the  resumption  of 
land  for  mining  purposes.  I  should  like  to 
see  it  go  a  little  further,  as  recent  events  in  a 
large  mining  district  have  led  me  to  this  con- 
clusion :  that  in  mining  districts  riparian 
rights  should  not  belong  to  the  freeholder. 
The  persons  who  purchase  land  in  mining  dis- 
tricts are  acquainted  with  the  risks  they  run 
in  respect  of  riparian  rights,  and  I  think  they 
ought  not  to  have  those  rights  on  acquiring  the 
land.  A  case  occurred  in  the  Hokitika  Supreme 
Court  lately  in  which  it  was  sought  to  stop 
the  operations  of  the  whole  of  the  miners  of 
Eumara  living  on  the  Teremakan,  by  prevent- 
ing them  from  throwing  theii  tailings  into 
the  river.  And  there  was  a  similar  case  on 
the  Arahura,  where  the  freeholders  and  lease- 
holders prayed  that  the  miners  should  also  be 
stopped.  In  a  mining  district  one  freeholder 
on  any  of  the  rivers  which  may  be  discoloured 
by  the  mining  operations  in  the  district  con 
stop  the  whole  of  the  mining  mdustry  in  that 
district ;  and,  in  dealing  with  the  cases  to 
which  I  have  referred,  the  Chief  Justice  stated 
that  the  Supreme  Court  was  not  the  place 
where  justice  could  be  done  to  either  of  the 
parties ;  and  he  intimated  that,  while  he  was 
obliged  to  give  nominal  damages,  he  held  back 
his  hand  and  refused  to  grant  an  injunction 
nntil  Parliament  should  place  the  matter  upon 
a  satisfactory  footing.  The  Crown  should  not, 
in  my  opinion,  give  certain  rights  to  creeks 
for  tailings-sites  to  enable  people  to  mine,  and 
then  permit  persons  holding  land  on  the  rivers 
these  creeks  fall  into  to  have  the  power  to  bring 
actions  for  damage  and  to  stop  mining.  I  should 
be  glad  to  see  some  provision  put  in  this  clause 
similar  to  that  which  is  contained  in  a  Bill 
which  is  also  before  us — the  Otago  Central 
Bailway  Bill — in  which  it  is  provided  that  there 
shall  be  no  riparian  rights  in  the  districts  over 
which  the  Bill  will  operate ;  and  I  think  this 
provision  might  very  well  be  put  here.  I  think 
it  is  desirable  that  this  should  appear  in  the 
Iiand  Act,  and  I  trust  the  honourable  gentle- 
man in  charge  of  the  Bill  will  have  no  objection 
to  the  introduction  of  the  amendment.  In 
regard  to  Land  Boards,  I  am  sorry  to  say  that 
I  disagree  with  the  honourable  member  who 
spoke  last  as  to  the  desirability  of  retaining 
these  Boards.  I  think  the  time  has  arrived  that 
the  Land  Boards  are  no  longer  required,  and  I 
think  it  is  very  much  to  the  interests  of  the 
whole  population  that  the  administration  of 
the  lands  should  be  directly  in  the  hands  of 
the  Chief  Commissioner  and  the  Minister,  who 
would  be  directly  responsible  to  Parliament 
for  all  their  actions.  At  the  present  time  the 
Boards  simply  act  to  some  extent  as  buffers 
between  the  Glovemment  and  the  Parliament, 
and  they  are  to  a  certain  extent  irresponsible 
bodies.  Under  the  present  system  the  Chief 
Commissioner  is  able  to  shelter  himself  under 
the  Board,  and  if  the  course  were  adopted  that 
I  have  suggested  we  should  have  the  adminis- 
tration carried  on  in  a  much  more  satisfactory 
way  than  at  present.  For  a  long  time  I  ad- 
Hon.  Mr,  Bonar 


vooated  strongly  the  principle  of  nominatad 
Boards,  and  thought  that  was  a  good  tiling; 
but  experience  has  changed  my  mind  on  that 
subject,  and  especially  when  I  see  that  tbeea 
appointments  to  the  Boards  are  made  for 
political  purposes.  I  have  seen  that  done, 
and  I  think  it  is  time  these  Boaids  wem 
knocked  on  the  head.  I  shall  be  glad  to  move 
in  Committee  in  the  direction  of  striking  rat 
the  clause  relating  to  the  Boards  altogether, 
so  as  to  reinstate  a  clause  which  appeared  in 
the  original  Bill,  that  the  Boards  shall  he 
abolished.  With  this  exception  I  shall  give  tbe 
Bill  my  hearty  support. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  MENZIES.— I  heartily  sym- 
pathize with  some  of  the  objects  of  the  Bill  we 
are  considering  just  now.  This  question  has 
been  before  us  for  several  years  back,  and  I 
have  expressed  my  views  fully  in  former  ses- 
sions in  relation  to  the  subject.  The  present 
Bill  reverses  a  policy  which  has  prevailed  for 
many  years  hack,  and,  in  my  opinion,  It  caizies 
the  reaction  a  little  too  far.  I  agree  with  tiie 
proposals  contained  in  the  Bill,  except  wiUi 
regard  to  one  or  two  minor  details.  With 
reference  to  the  riparian-rights  question,  tiiora 
never  used  to  be  any  such  rights  laid  down. 
But  we  have  allowed  the  matter  to  drift  on, 
and  have  given  rights  to  different  classes.  My 
honourable  friend  has  put  the  case  of  mineo 
pretty  strongly,  and  urges  the  honourable 
member  in  charge  of  the  Bill  to  take  this  into 
his  consideration  when  the  Bill  is  passing 
through  Committee.  I  see  no  harm  in  his  sug- 
gestions, but  I  trust  tbe  honourable  memboc 
will  also  take  into  consideration  the  other 
interests  which  are  concerned,  and  which  an 
even  more  important  than  those  of  the  miner. 
The  use  of  water  for  domestic  and  agricul- 
tural purposes  is  of  more  importance  than  the 
use  of  it  for  the  purposes  of  mining.  Cases 
have  occurred  in  this  colony  where  distncts 
which  had  been  settled  and  occupied  for  yean 
before  the  mining  industries  sprang  up  fonnd 
that  the  mining  operations  affected  tbe  coms* 
of  streams,  and  spoiled  the  water,  and  with- 
drew it  from  their  use.  I  remember  a  serioBi 
grievance  of  this  kind,  which  no  doubt  Um 
Hon.  Mr.  Holmes  will  also  remember.  It  came 
before  the  Provincial  Council  of  Otago  some 
years  ago,  where  there  was  a  river  on  which 
there  were  several  mills,  and  the  millers  com- 
plained of  the  effect  of  the  mining  oper&tiona 
I  say  we  should  take  a  lesson  from  the  legislation 
of  other  countries.  In  old  Koman  legislaticai 
it  was  laid  down  that  the  water  was  the  pro- 
perty of  the  State,  and  its  use  was  given  by 
way  of  lease,  revocable  at  any  time  that  it 
could  be  shown  that  other  interests  were  in- 
jured. I  trust  that  the  Hon.  the  Actomey- 
Oeneral  will  turn  his  attention  to  this  point, 
and  consider  whether  it  might  not  be  well  to 
lay  down  some  broad  principle  on  which  water- 
rights  could  hereafter  be  dealt  with.  I  think 
we  could  hardly  improve  on  the  wisdom  of  the 
old  Bomans  in  this  matter. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  STEVENS.— With  regard  t» 
the  remarks  of  the  Hon.  Mr.  Bonar,  I  think 
the  most  convenient  method  would  be  il,  when 
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we  are  in  Committee,  be  will  give  me  a  fall  ex- 
planation of  the  form  he  wishes  his  amendment 
to  take,  and  then  probably  I  can  postpone  the 
clause  if  I  find  it  requires  much  consideration. 
Then,  as  regards  the  remarks  of  the  Hon.  Mr. 
Henzies,  he  bos  observed  that  he  thought  there 
might  be  a  reaction  against  the  new  proposals. 
He  was  afraid  they  might  be  carried  too  far.  I 
conceive  that  that  to  a  great  extent  is  a  matter 
of  administration,  and  I  trust  that  a  reason- 
able amount  of  wisdom  will  be  found  in  the 
manner  in  which  the  Crown  lands  are  ad- 
ministered both  by  the  Government  and  its 
successors.  The  opinions  expressed  in  the  de- 
bate have  been  altogether  of  so  favourable  a 
obaracter  to  the  measure  that  I  do  not  think 
it  necessary  to  occupy  the  time  of  the  Coun- 
cil longer  in  reply. 

BiU  read  a  second  time. 

IN  coinnTTEE. 

Clause  26,  subsection  (7).— Renewal  of  edu- 
«ation-reser4'es  leases  to  be  subject  to  approval 
of  the  Minister. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  MENZIES  moved,  That  the 
subsection  be  stnick  out. 

The  Committee  divided  on  the  question, 
••  That  the  subsection  be  retained." 


Ayes,  8. 

Cignan 

TTart 

Johnson 

McLean 
Peacock 

Richmond 

Noes,  18. 

Stevens       • 
Whitaker. 

Barnicoat 

Eonar 

Brett 

Buckley 

Chamberlin 

Orace 

Holmes 

Lahmann 

Menzies 

Miller 

Oliver 

Peter 

Pharazyn 

Reynolds 

Swanson 

Taiaroa 

Waterhouse 

WUUams. 

Pair. 
For.  Against. 

Shephard.  Kenny. 

Majority  for,  10. 
Amendment  carried. 

Progress  reported,  and  leave  obtained  to  sit 
again. 

WAIRABAPA  NORTH  COL-NTY  COUNCIL 
EMPOWERING  BILL. 
The  Hon.  Mr.  HABT  said,  as  there  was  no 
honourable  member  present  in  charge  of  the 
Bill,  he  would  move  the  second  reading.  He 
•was  Chairman  of  the  Committee  before  which 
this  BiU  was  brought,  and  he  would  therefore 
explain  its  provisions.  Through  the  Township 
of  Eketabuna  a  reserve  was  made  for  the  rail- 
way and  for  the  road.  The  railway  had  been 
csprried  outside  the  township  in  another  direc- 
tion. Therefore  the  land  set  apart  for  the  rail- 
way was  not  required  for  that  purpose,  and,  on 
account  of  the  reserve  adjoining  the  road,  it 
made  the  road  too  wide.  This  Bill  had  been 
introduced  for  the  purpose  of  enabling  the 
County  Council  to  convey  the  small  pieces  of 
land  comprising  the  railway  reserve  in  front 
of  tlie  sections  to  the  section-holders,  so  as  to 
leduce  the  road  to  a  reasonable  width.     The 


price  to  be  paid  to  the  County  Council  would 
be  equal  to  that  which  the  section-holders  paid 
for  the  land  when  they  obtained  it  from  the 
Government.  The  BiU  also  provided  that  a 
receipt  or  discharge  for  the  purchase -money 
should  bo  sufficient  title  to  the  land.  He 
moved.  That  the  Bill  be  read  the  second  time. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  BONAR  thought  that  honour- 
able gentlemen  should  have  full  information  in 
regard  to  this  Bill,  because  the  terms  and  con- 
ditions were  of  a  very  arbitrary  character. 
Section  8  provided  that  the  sale  should  only 
be  made  to  the  owners  of  the  freehold  land 
adjoining  the  road,  and  provided  that  the  price 
to  be  paid  for  the  land  should  not  exceed  the 
price  paid  per  acre  by  the  original  grantees 
from  the  Crown.  He  did  not  know  whether 
this  was  right  or  not.  It  seemed  to  him  that 
the  amount  of  money  to  be  received  for  the 
land  would  bo  very  small  indeed.  Then,  there 
was  another  extraordinary  provision  in  the 
Bill.  Clause  6  provided  that  the  receipt  or 
discharge  for  the  purchase-money  should  be 
sufficient  title  to  the  land.  That  appeared  to 
him  to  be  a  perfectly  novel  provision.  He  did 
not  think  he  had  ever  seen  such  a  provision  in 
a  Bill  before.  It  appeared  to  be  creating  a 
new  species  of  title.  The  provision  was  of  such 
a  character  that  he  thought  the  Council  should 
not  be  asked  to  assent  to  it  until  further  ex- 
planation was  given. 

The  Hon.  Sir  P.  WHITAKER  would  suggest 
that  the  discussion  on  the  matter  should  take 
place  in  Committee.  There  were  other  things 
m  the  Bill  which  required  consideration. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  BUCKLEY  moved.  That  the 
debate  be  adjourned. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  JOHNSON  expressed  regret 
that  he  was  not  present  when  the  Bill  was 
called  on ;  but  when  he  left  the  Council  it  did 
not  appear  possible  that  this  Bill  would  be 
reached  so  soon.  The  fact  was  this :  that, 
when  this  township  was  laid  out,  it  was  laid  out 
with  the  intention  of  carrying  the  railway 
through  the  centre  of  the  main  street,  and 
therefore  the  road  was  made  three  chains  wide. 
Since  the  township  bad  been  settled  the  Go- 
vernment had  determined  to  carry  the  railroad 
in  a  different  direction,  some  distance  from 
the  township,  and  this  portion  of  the  road  was 
no  longer  required  for  the  railway.  At  the  same 
time,  it  was  found  that  the  street  of  three 
chains  in  width  was  a  very  great  inconvenience. 
It  was  impossible  for  the  settlers  to  make  the 
whole  of  the  width  into  a  road,  and  to  have  a 
portion  of  waste  land  on  each  side  would  be 
very  inconvenient.  The  consequence  was  that 
it  was  desired  to  get  rid  of  this  difficulty  by 
making  the  road  of  the  ordinary  width.  A 
chain  and  a  half  had  been  reserved  for  the 
road,  and  it  was  proposed  to  sell  to  the  holders 
of  the  land  on  each  side  of  the  road  those  por- 
tions of  land  between  their  sections  and  the 
new  road.  He  might  say  that  the  County 
Council  had  the  full  power  to  do  this.  The 
land  was  vested  in  them,  and  they  had  the 
power  of  selling  in  the  manner  provided  by  the 
Bill.  It  had  been  objected  that  the  provision 
with  regard  to  the  price  was  a  rather  strange 
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one.  This  place  being  a  village,  it  was  thought 
only  {air  that  the  persons  who  took  the  pieces 
of  Und  in  front  of  their  sections  should  have 
them  at  the  same  price  which  they  gave  the 
Government  for  the  land  when  they  took  it 
from  the  Crown  some  time  ago.  It  would  be 
Tinfair  to  compel  these  persons  to  buy  at  a 
price  higher  than  what  they  gave  for  the  land 
originally.  With  regard  to  the  6th  section,  he 
was  told  that  this  was  not  a  very  unusual 
method  of  conveyance  under  Act  of  Parliament, 
and  it  gave  a  perfectly  good  title.  With  regard 
to  the  8th  section,  the  figures  that  were  want- 
ing in  the  Bill  were  filled  in  when  the  Bill  was 
before  the  Select  Committee.  The  amend- 
ment that  had  been  recommended  by  the 
Committee  would,  of  course,  come  up  for  dis- 
cussion when  the  Bill  went  into  Committee. 
He  thought  that  ought  to  meet  with  the  satis- 
faction of  members. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  BUCKLEY  asked  if  the 
honourable  gentleman  oould  inform  the  Coun- 
cil how  many  persons  were  affected  by  this 
measure.    Was  there  more  than  one  person  7 

The  Hon.  Mr.  JOHNSON  said  a  great  num- 
ber were  affected.  The  Bill,  in  fact,  affected 
land  of  more  than  a  quarter  of  a  mile  frontage. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  BUCKLEY  repeated  his  ques- 
tion as  to  the  number  of  persons  who  were 
affected. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  JOHNSON  said  the  number 
might  be  judged  from  the  fact  he  had  just 
stated.    He  could  not  8tat.e  the  exact  number. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  BUCKLEY  asked  if  the  Com- 
mittee did  not  take  evidence  as  to  that. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  JOHNSON  said  that  was  not 
before  them.  The  Bill  affected  all.  The  evi- 
dence that  came  before  the  Committee  was,  as 
far  as  he  knew,  perfectly  clear  as  to  what  was 
intended  to  be  done  by  the  Bill.  There  were 
three  cases,  he  thought,  in  which  the  occupiers 
of  these  sections  had  only  a  short  term  of  lease, 
and  they  did  not  care  to  be  forced  to  take  up 
this  land.  The  8th  clause  provided  that  the 
Council  might  withhold  from  sale  any  portion 
of  the  land  fronting  the  sections  in  question 
which  night  be  required  as  metal  reserves. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  HART  said  there  was  no  neces- 
sity for  doing  that  by  the  Bill. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  JOHNSON  said  it  might  not 
he  necessary  to  insert  such  a  clause  as  that, 
but  he  was  advised  that  it  was  necessary  for 
the  purpose. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  BUCKLEY  moved  the  adjourn- 
ment of  the  debate.  He  did  so  for  this  reason : 
that  the  more  the  Chairman  of  the  Committee 
tried  to  explain  the  position  of  the  Bill  the 
less  the  Council  understood  it.  The  honour- 
able gentleman  had  given  no  information  except 
tiie  explanation  of  the  terms  of  the  Bill.  He 
was  surprised  that  the  Hon.  the  Attorney- 
General  had  not  given  them  some  observations 
upon  this  matter,  a  matter  which,  it  seemed  to 
him,  a&eoted  land  belonging  to  the  Crown.  He 
was  assured  by  persons  from  the  neighbourhood 
that  the  Bill  affected  one  individual  only.  The 
provisions  of  the  Bill  as  brought  forward  were  the 
most  extraordinary  that  had  ever  come  before 
Parliament.  He  thought  the  consideration  of 
Hon.  Mr.  Johnton 


the  Bill  should  be  postponed  untU  the  Conncit 
had  the  desired  information.  He  did  not  think 
any  harm  would  he  done  to  the  Bill  by  adopt- 
ing that  course. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  MILLEB  said  that,  as  it  had 
been  stated  that  the  local  Boards  were  unani- 
mously agreed  upon  this  matter,  it  seemed 
to  him  a  very  proper  thing  that  the  land 
should  be  apportioned  in  the  manner  pro- 
vided. The  matter  had  been  made  thoronghly 
public,  and  the  authorities  in  the  district  were, 
as  he  had  said,  agreed  ;  and  they  ought  not  to 
hang  up  the  Bill  m  that  Council.  He  believed 
it  was  quite  a  proper  Bill  and  ought  to  b» 


The  Hon.  Mr.  JOHNSON  said  the  renuukg 
that  bad  been  made  by  the  Hon.  Mr.  Buck- 
ley left  the  impression  on  his  mind  that  the 
honourable  gentleman  considered  there  was 
something  suspicious  about  the  Bill.  He  had 
not  the  slightest  idea  to  what  the  honourable 
member  alluded,  and  had  no  information  of 
anything  otherwise  than  what  he  had  stated  to 
the  Council,  and  if  there  was  anything  in  the 
Bill  which  was  objectionable  he  certainly  had 
no  wish  for  the  Bill  to  pass.  He  did  not  thick 
a  Bill  of  this  description  should  be  postponed 
and  laid  on  one  side  simply  on  suspicion. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  McLEAN  suggested  that  they 
should  read  the  Bill  a  second  time,  and  put 
the  committal  down  for  next  day,  when  they 
could  discuss  the  thing. 

The  Council  divided  on  the  question,  "  That 
the  debate  be  adjourned." 

Ates,  7. 


Bonar 

Chamberlin 

Menzies 

Brett 

Dignan 

Reynolds. 

Buckley 

Noes,  16. 

Baillie 

Miller 

Stevens 

Bamicoat 

Oliver 

Swanson 

Hart 

Peter 

Waterhooao 

Holmes 

Pharazyn 

Whitaker 

Johnson 

Richmond 

WilUams. 

McLean 

Majority  against 

.9- 

Motion 

negatived,  and  Bil 

I  read  a  second 

time. 

OAMABU  HARBOUR  BOARD  LOAN 
BILL. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  H0L5IES  moved,  That  Oe 
Council  do  not  insist  upon  their  amendTnenti 
in  the  Oainarti  Harbour  board  Loan  Bili  iciA 
which  the  House  of  Representatives  have  dis- 
agreed, and  accept  the  proposals  made  by  the 
Bouse  of  Representatives  as  contained  in  tkeir 
message. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

The  Council  adjourned  at  ten  'minutes  to 
eleven  o'clock  p.m. 
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HOUSE    OF   REPRESENTATIVES. 

Friday,  16th  December,  1837. 

First  Beading— Westport  Harbour— Chinese— Legis- 
lative Councillors  —  Financial  Statement  — 
Supply.  

Mr.  Sfeakek  took  the  chair  at  half-past  two 
o'clock. 

FSATEBS. 

PmST  BEADING. 

Native  Land  Administration  Act  Bepeal 
BUI. 

WESTPOBT  HARBOUB. 

Mr.  WHYTE  brought  up  the  following  re- 
port of  the  Select  Committee  on  this  sub- 
ject: — 

"  Your  Committee — having  been  directed  to 
consider  whether  the  works  for  the  improve- 
ment of  the  Westport  Harbour  have  been 
hitherto  carried  on  economically  and  satis- 
factorily by  the  Harbour  Board,  e^nd  to  report 
their  opinions  whether  the  present  mode  of 
carrying  on  tlie  works  should  be  continued,  or 
&ny  other  plan  adopted,  also  whether  the  en- 
dowments of  the  said  Board  are  being  satis- 
factorily administered — have  the  honour  to 
rei>ort  that,  after  having  taken  a  large  amount 
of  evidence,  tbey  are  of  opinion  (1)  that  these 
works  have  not  hitherto  been  carried  on  satis- 
factorily or  economically  by  the  Harbour 
Board ;  (2)  that  the  present  mode  of  carrying 
on  the  works  under  the  management  of  a  local 
Board  should  not  be  continued ;  (3)  that  the 
Government  should  resume  control  of  the  works 
under  the  provisions  of  section  13  of '  The  West- 
port  Harbour  Act,  1884 ; '  (4)  that  the  endow- 
ments of  the  Board  have  not  been  satisfactorily 
administered,  the  conditions  of  the.  mining 
leases  having  been  so  far  relaxed  as  to  permit 
the  growth  of  an  undesirable  monopoly.  With 
reference  to  the  evidence  laid  before  the  Com- 
mittee, it  was  unanimously  resolved  that,  con- 
sidering the  time  at  their  disposal,  that  the 
evidence  affects  persons  who  were  not  before 
them,  and  that  some  of  it  dealt  with  questions 
not  material  to  the  order  of  reference,  it  is 
inadvisable  that  such  evidence  should  be  laid  on 
the  table  or  otherwise  published." 

Mr.  O'CONOB.— I  understand  that  the  evi- 
dence in  connection  with  this  report  has  not 
been  laid  on  the  table  by  the  Committee  ;  and, 
inasmuch  as  that  evidence  has  been  obtained 
at  great  expense  to  the  country,  witnesses 
having  been  brought  up  hero  all  the  way  from 
Westport  for  the  purpose  of  being  examined, 
and,  moreover,  as  most  of  that  evidence  has 
been  already  printed,  I  think  that  the  House 
ought  to  demand  that  the  evidence  shall  be 
laid  on  the  table,  especially  as  I  think  there  is 
an  attempt  to  keep  this  House  in  the  dark  as 
to  the  proceedings  of  the  Committee.  I  have 
the  strongest  possible  reason  for  asking  that 
the  light  of  day  should  be  thrown  upon  this 
matter,  and  I  do  appeal  to  honourable  members 
not  to  aUow  that  evidence  to  bo  suppressed.  It 
will  be  remembered  that,  previously  to  the 
commencement  of   the  inquiry,  means   were 


taken  most  unfairly  to  prejudice  members  by 
distributing,  in  the  form  of  parliamentary 
papers,  in  the  pigeon-holes,  ex  parte  statements 
with  regard  to  this  matter.  Those  statements 
have  completely  broken  down  before  the  Com- 
mittee. I  went  to  a  great  deal  of  trouble  my- 
self to  furnish  the  Committee  with  data  in  the 
way  of  extracts  from  .the  minutes  of  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  Board  for  three  years  past,  and 
also  extracts  from  the  report  of  the  Engineer. 
Those  extracts  show  that  for  some  time  past 
the  Engineer  had  been  guilty  of  gross  incompe- 
tence, and  that,  in  consequence  of  the  manner 
in  which  he  carried  on  his  business,  backed 
up  by  members  of  the  late  Ministry,  grievous 
loss  has  been  inflicted  upon  the  public ;  and 
I  took  upon  myself,  as  the  member  repre- 
senting that  district,  to  point  this  out.  But 
I  was  fighting  against  great  odds  ;  I  was  con- 
tending with  men  with  enormous  influences 
in  that  Committee,  and  I  believe  that  those 
influences  are  at  work  in  this  House.  There- 
fore I  do  hope  that  members  will  insist  upon 
seeing  to  the  bottom  of  this  affair.  Was  it 
worth  while  for  the  colony  to  pay  the  heavy 
expense  of  witnesses  coming  from  a  distance, 
to  pay  for  evidence  being  reported  and  printed, 
and  then  for  the  Committee  to  come  down  and 
bring  this  report,  which  gives  us  very  little  in- 
formation, and  does  not  place  before  us  the 
evidence  on  which  the  report  was  based  ?  I 
want  this  House  to  have  an  opportunity  of 
discussing  this  question.  I  also  want  to  call 
attention  to  the  nature  of  that  evidence.  I 
wish  to  show  the  House  that  false  evidence  has 
been  taken ;  and  I  now  call  your  attention.  Sir, 
under  Standing  Order  No.  210,  to  the  fact  that 
false  evidence  has  been  given  before  that  Com- 
mittee. I  called  the  attention  of  the  Chairman 
of  the  Committee  to  the  fact,  and  I  wrote  him 
a  letter  stating  explicitly  that  the  evidence  wag 
false,  and  could  be  refuted.  The  honourable 
gentleman  promised  me  that  that  letter  should 
be  attached  to  the  evidence.  I  do  not  know 
whether  it  is  intended  that  that  letter  shall 
not  be  published.  I  have  referred  to  state- 
ments which  have  been  circulated  with  the 
object  of  prejudicing  members  of  this  House 
against  members  of  the  Harbour  Board.  Those 
statements  have  been  disproved  by  myself ;  and 
other  statements  made  to  the  Committee  by 
Mr.  Bell  have  also  been  disproved,  with  the 
result  that  he  was  compelled  to  withdraw  them 
and  apologize.  Is  that  fact  to  be  suppressed? 
Do  I  rightly  understand  the  honourable  gentle- 
man to  say  that  that  is  not  so  ? 

Mr.  E.  BICHABDSON.— Yes. 

Mr.  O'CONOIi.— Well,  let  them  produce  the 
documents  and  show  that  it  is  not  so.  I  do 
not  know  whether  it  is  according  to  our  Stand- 
ing Orders  that  a  Committee  may  report  in 
this  manner,  without  producing  tlie  evidence. 
I  understood  the  other  day  that  evidence  must 
be  produced  when  the  report  was  laid  on  the 
table.  The  expense  has  been  already  incurred, 
and,  for  the  most  part,  the  evidence  has  been 
printed  and  published,  for  I  have  the  greater 
part  of  it  here  in  my  hand  now.  It  is  rather 
too  much  for  the  Committee  to  expect  that 
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they  can  deliberate  upon  an  important  matter 
of  this  kind,  send  a  report  up  to  the  House  at 
the  end  of  the  session,  and  then  refuse  to  give 
the  evidence.  Why,  there  are  many  members 
of  that  Committee  who  cannot  know  what 
evidence  was  taken.  I  attended  there  daily, 
and  I  know  that  there  was  only  a  bare  quorum 
present  during  the  whole. of  the  proceedings. 

Mr.  E.  RICHARDSON.— No. 

Mr.  O'CONOR.  —Does  the  honourable  gentle- 
man deny  that  too  7  Let  the  minutes  be  pro- 
duced. The  honourable  gentleman  was  there, 
I  am  aware,  defending  himself  and  the  late 
Ministry.  The  honourable  gentleman  ought 
not  to  have  been  a  member  of  that  Committee 
at  all,  because  both  he  and  the  honourable 
gentleman  who  sits  alongside  him  (tir.  Lor- 
nach)  are  a  great  deal  to  blame  for  what 
has  taken  place,  and  ought  to  have  been  in 
a  position  of  having  to  defend  themselves 
before  the  Committee.  I  have  had  to  take 
a  "lone  hand"  in  this  matter  against  very 
powerful  men  and  very  powerful  influences ; 
and,  in  order  that  the  public  may  see  what 
has  taken  place,  the  whole  of  this  evi- 
dence ought  to  be  printed.  I  shall  therefore 
move  that  the  report  be  referred  back  to  the 
Committee,  in  order  that  they  may  add  to  it 
the  evidence  taken,  and  bring  it  down  in  proper 
shape  to  the  House.  I  ask  the  House  to  discuss 
the  whole  question.  It  is  too  big  a  question 
to  be  "  slummed  over."  I  am  willing  to  admit 
that  the  Committee  may  have  had  too  little 
time  for  their  work.  It  may  be  that  they  were 
compelled  to  refuse  evidence.  Certainly  they 
have  refused  evidence.  I  was  not  called  upon. 
It  is  true  I  was  called  upon  to  give  a  large 
amount  of  extract  matter  which  they  have  in 
their  possession :  still,  they  never  called  me  up 
for  examination.  Then,  although  Mr.  Bell 
was  brought  up  at  great  expense,  and  made 
several  charges,  there  was  no  opportunity  to 
answer  those  charges,  as  I  was  not  examined: 
I  asked  to  be  examined,  but  I  was  not  allowed  to 
give  evidence.  The  Committee  refused  to  take 
evidence  from  parties  who  were  capable  of 
giving  evidence  as  to  the  state  of  things  that 
exists.  They  preferred  to  base  their  report  upon 
mere  opinions  expressed  by  interested  people. 
There  has,  I  venture  to  say,  never  been,  among 
the  many  extraordinary  things  that  have  been 
done  in  this  House,  anything  done  by  a  Com- 
mittee which  more  requires  the  light  of  day  to 
be  thrown  upon  it  than  the  proceedings  of  this 
Committee;  and,  as  the  Committee  has  not 
furnished  to  the  House  the  evidence  as  far  as 
it  has  gone,  I  move,  That  the  report  be  laid 
upon  the  table  of  the  House. 

Mr.  R.  H.  J.  REEVES.— I  beg  to  second  the 
motion,  and  in  doing  so  I  must  express  great 
surprise  that  the  Committee  should  have  sent 
down  such  a  report  as  this.  I  am  not  so  much 
interested  in  this  matter  as  is  the  honourable 
member  for  the  Buller;  but  a  portion  of  the 
work  done  by  this  Board  has  been  done  in  my 
district,  and  I  think  it  is  a  ridiculous  thing  that 
a  Committee  should  have  spent  so  many  days, 
I  may  say  weeks,  and  should  have  oomo  down 
to  tbe  House  with  such  a  poor  and  meagre 
ifr.  (yCoMT 


report.  After  hearing  the  report  read  hj  the 
Clerk,  it  still  further  convinces  me  that  the 
evidence  should  be  laid  on  the  table.  About 
that  I  have  no  doubt.  It  strikes  m.e  forcibly 
there  is  a  determination  on  the  port  of  the 
Committee  to  choke  this  inquiry.  Nov,  I 
know  that  within  the  last  two  or  three  montihs 
the  work  on  the  harbour-works  at  Westport 
has  been  progressing  most  satisfactorily  —  in 
fact,  much  more  so  than  heretofore  ;  and  I  am 
convinced  that  had  the  evidence  piodnced  be- 
fore the  Committee  been  laid  on  the  table  this 
House  would  have  known  that  the  work  wu 
being  far  better  done  by  the  local  body  than  it 
could  be  by  the  Government.  The  Government, 
I  am  informed,  have  a  report  of  every  wrong 
that  has  been  committed,  of  every  locAei 
that  has  occurred ;  and  I  am  informed,  fnr- 
ther,  that  since  the  nominated  Board  was  done 
away  with,  and  the  elected  Board  established, 
the  work  has  been  done  far  more  satisfactorily, 
and  that  the  evidence  would  show  that.  Then, 
I  cannot  understand  why  certain  gentlemes 
who  were  ready  for  examination  were  not 
examined.  I  believe  I  am  right  in  saying  tiiat 
the  gentleman  who  acted  as  engineer  of  ths 
works  was  not  examined;  and  I  believe  also 
that  the  honourable  member  for  the  Bailee  «u 
not  examined.  I  maintain  that  those  two 
gentlemen  should  have  been  examined  on  this 
matter.  The  honourable  member  for  the  Bnller, 
I  believe,  was  Chairman  of  the  Board  ;  and  it  is 
a  well-known  fact  that  certain  differences  of 
opinion  existed  between  the  Engineer  in  charge 
of  the  works  and  that  honourable  gentleman. 
I  think  it  is  only  right,  in  the  interests  of  both 
these  gentleman,  and  more  particnlarly  in  the 
interests  of  the  gentleman  holding  the  position 
of  Engineer  for  the  works,  that  they  should 
be  examined  and  the  whole  thing  brought  to 
light. 

Mr.  WHYTE.— I  think  that  the  Honse  trill 
probably  agree  with  me  when  I  say  that  it  is 
not  desirable  to  enter  into  a  long  discnssioo 
upon  the  merits  of  this  report,  whether  it  be  a 
wise  one  or  an  unwise  one,  because,  if  it  fa* 
acted  upon,  it  will  necessitate  a  Bill,  and  when 
that  Bill  comes  up  the  reasons  which  actuated 
the  Committee  in  coming  to  their  conclusion 
will  no  doubt  be  laid  very  folly  before  ths 
House.  The  principal  reason  why  we  objected 
— and  the  Committee  did  very  strongly  object 
—  to  the  evidence  being  laid  on  the  table  of 
this  House  or  otherwise  published  was  that  it 
reflects  on  certain  private  mdividuals,  who  have 
not,  owing  to  the  shortness  of  time  at  oar  dis- 
posal, had  on  adequate  opportunity  of  defend- 
mg  themselves ;  and,  moreover,  it  became  qnite 
evident  to  us  that,  even  if  we  had  had  another 
month  at  our  disposal,  it  would  be  quite  im- 
possible for  us  to  go  into  these  things  satisfac- 
torily, as  they  involve  many  technical  and 
professional  points,  which  oonld  not  have  been 
gone  into  satisfactorily  by  a  Committee  sitting 
in  Wellington.  These  were  our  main  reasons ; 
but,  further  than  that,  to  a  very  large  extent 
these  questions  were  not  material  to  the  points 
at  issue  as  set  forth  in  the  order  of  reference. 
The  order  of  reference  directed  that  we  were 
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to  inquire  into  these  points :  flist,  as  to  whether 
the  past  oondact  of  these  works  has  been 
satisfactory ;  secondly,  whether  we  could  make 
any  snggestions  regarding  the  future  prosecu- 
tion of  the  harbour-works,  and  also  with  re- 
gSLrd  to  the  management  of  the  endowments. 
These  were  the  points  before  us,  and  we  dealt 
trith  them.  We  did  not  think  it  necessary 
that  we  should  go  into  an  elaborate  inquiry  as 
to  whether  the  Engineer  was  right  in  every 
particular,  or  whether  the  honourable  member 
for  the  Buller  was  right  in  every  particular. 
Ab  I  have  said,  I  do  not  now  intend  to  go  into 
any  lengthy  defence  of  our  report;  but  I  should 
just  like  to  read  one  short  letter,  which  comes 
from  a  gentleman  who  is  well  known  to  every 
member  of  this  House;  and  I  think  I  should  be 
reflecting  upon  no  one  if  I  said  he  was  the 
leading  man  in  the  Buller  District. 

Mr.  O'CONOR.— Does  the  honourable  mem- 
ber propose  to  read  from  the  evidence  ? 

Mr.  WHYTE.— No ;  not  from  the  evidence, 
but  from  a  letter  which  was  laid  on  the  table 
of  the  House,  and  has  been  open  to  inspection 
for  the  last  month  ;  it  is  dated  the  SOth  April 
of  this  year,  and,  as  I  have  stated,  it  is  written 
by  the  leading  man  in  that  district. 

An  Hon.  Mbubeb.  —  Who  is  the  leading 
man? 

Mr.  WHYTE.— The  letter  is  signed  "Eugene 
O'Conor."  That  is  the  leading  man  to  whom  I 
refer.    He  says, — 

"  I  believe  the  system  now  in  operation  to  be 
almost  as  bad  as  it  could  be.  I  propose  briefly 
to  give  my  reasons,  and  I  hope  I  may  also 
be  allowed  to  offer  some  suggestions  regarding 
proposed  changes. 

"  Both  Westport  and  Greymouth  are  small 
trading  centres,  and  the  principal  persons  in 
both  places  are  connected  with  local  trade 
interests,  and  are  engaged  in  very  keen  tjxd 
constant  struggles  of  trade  competition.  Ap- 
pointments upon  tlie  Board  are  eagerly  sought 
for,  in  most  instances,  as  giving  patronage  and 
influence  in  the  expenditure,  which  is  expected 
to  give  a  status  and  advantage  to  members  of 
the  Board  over  those  who  are  not  so  placed. 
The  persons  in  either  place  who  have  any 
standing  or  experience  are  very  few.  Con- 
sequently it  would  be  difficult,  if  not  impos- 
sible, for  Government,  oven  if  taking  the  most 
eligible,  to  appoint  disinterested  and  competent 
persons.  The  want  of  knowledge  and  the  bias 
of  trade  would  be  sure,  again,  to  lead  to  error. 
The  loss  would  fall  upon  the  colony.  I  could 
illustrate  this  by  a  great  many  instances  which 
have  come  to  my  knowledge  during  the  past 
two  years.  But  it  is  not  easy  for  Government 
to  select  the  most  eligible.  The  appointments 
are  far  more  likely  to  be  made  from  the  most 
influential  or  the  most  pressing  in  urging  their 
claim.  Then,  again,  the  money  is  placed  in 
the  hands  of  those  Boards  without  any  appa- 
rent check  or  incentive  to  economy.  There  is 
an  endowment  which  they  do  not  administer : 
they  have  a  net  balance  of  revenue  and  a 
guaranteed  loan  to  expend  practically  without 
check  or  control,  either  by  Government  or 
pnblio  opinion:  not  by  Government,  because 


neither  the  auditing  of  the  accounts  nor  even 
the  perusal  of  the  minutes  gives  the  necessaiy 
insight  into  the  details  of  management,  which 
would  show  the  difference  between  good  and 
bad  ;  not  by  the  public,  because  the  institution 
is  in  the  nature  of  a  bureau.  The  pubhc  have 
no  voice  in  the  matter,  and  take  no  interest  in 
anything  except  the  expenditaro  j)sr  se. 

"  Not  to  dwell  too  long  on  this  part  of  the 
subject,  I  will  now  ask  yon  seriously  to  con- 
sider the  large  e-'penditure  in  both  places  in 
maintaining  separate  and  heavy  establishments, 
and  to  put  the  results  against  the  cost,  and 
then  determine  whether  I  am  not  right  in  say- 
ing that  a  change  should  be  made.  I  beg  to 
enclose  a  copy  of  the  Buller  Miner  of  the  22nd 
instant,  which  contains  a  report  of  my  remarks 
upon  the  subject,  and  to  assure  you  that  I  am 
fully  in  accord  with  my  constituents  in  the  ob- 
servations and  assertions  expressed  in  regard  to 
the  Westport  Harbour  Board. 

"  I  have  two  plans  under  which  the  har- 
bour-works in  both  places  could  be  conducted 
with  greater  economy  and  efficiency.  The 
first  is,  by  having  the  work  continued  under 
the  direct  control  of  Government.  In  both 
places  the  work  consists  of  quarrying  stone 
and  depositing  it  on  breakwaters.  In  doing 
this  in  both  places  a  railway  and  machinery 
are  used,  the  engineering  plan  of  works  having 
been  laid  down  by  Sir  J.  Coode.  In  both 
places  an  Engineer  of  the  Publio  Works  De- 
partment is  located,  and  also,  in  connection 
with  the  Government  railway  in  both  places,  an 
expert  in  railway  management  and  machinery. 
Now,  I  would  like  to  know  what  more  is  re- 
quired to  conduct  the  works.  The  quarrying 
and  loading  should  be  let  by  contract,  the 
Aarrying  and  unloading  under  the  direction  of 
the  Publio  Works  officers  without  additional 
expense." 

And  then  he  goes  on  to  suggest  an  alterna- 
tive, which  I  will  read  if  desired.  These 
were  the  reasons,  or  part  of  the  reasons,  which 
influenced  the  Committee  in  coming  to  the 
decision  set  forth  in  the  report;  but,  as  I 
have  said,  I  think  it  is  much  more  advisable,  if 
this  debate  is  to  come  on  and  be  fully  gone  into, 
that  it  should  come  on  when  the  Bill  comes  up, 
as  it  must  come  up  if  the  recommendation  in 
the  report  be  carried  out.  As  I  have  already 
said,  we  have  not  put  the  evidence  upon  the 
table  for  good  and  sufficient  reasons ;  and  I 
wish  the  House  to  remember  that  this  Com- 
mittee was  absolutely  unanimous  in  the 
matter ;  there  was  not  a  single  difference  of 
opinion  during  the  whole  time  ;  there  was  not 
a  division  taken  during  the  whole  of  these  con- 
tinued sittings ;  and  we  unanimously  came  to 
the  conclusion  that  it  would  be  exceedingly 
unfair  to  certain  people  if  tliis  evidence  were 
made  public  by  any  means  whatever. 

Mr.  W.  D.  STEWART.— The  simple  question 
the  Committee  had  to  decide  was,  whether  the 
business  of  the  Board  could  be  administered 
better  by  the  Government  than  by  the  local 
Board.  It  did  not  require  the  eye  of  a  prophet 
to  see,  at  the  outset,  that  to  have  a  Board  of  local 
men  interested  in  the  expenditure  locally  meant 
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that  they  would  carry  on  this  expenditara  to 
the  day  of  judgment ;  and  the  interest  of  the 
Board  is  inimical  to  the  interests  of  the  public. 
The  honourable  member  for  the  Buller  has  very 
graphically  set  that  forth  in  this  letter  of  the 
13tn  April.  Sir,  it  became  quite  obvious  that 
the  simple  issue  for  us  was,  whether  the  af- 
fairs of  the  Board  should  be  administered 
by  the  colony — by  an  independent  body — or 
by  the  local  Board.  The  honourable  member 
for  the  Buller  wished  to  introduce  a  totally 
different  element  for  consideration — namely, 
some  squabbles  between  himself  and  the 
Engineer  and  other  members  of  the  Board, 
extending  over  a  very  long  period.  These  mat- 
ters were  purely  subsidiary  and  almost  totally 
irrelevant.  In  the  first  Board,  I  believe,  the 
honourable  member  was  almost  by  himself. 
There  was  another  member  with  him,  but  the 
majority  of  the  first  Board  was  hostile  to  the 
honourable  gentleman. 

Mr.  OCONOR.— They  appointed  me  Chair- 
man for  three  years. 

Mr.  W.  D.  STEWART.— Yes— for  reasons; 
but  he  almost  always  stood  alone.  He  liad 
one  or  two  occasionally  who  agreed  with  him, 
but  the  great  body  of  tlie  Board  was  decidedly 
adverse  to  the  honourable  gentleman  ;  and  he 
was  also,  apparently,  time  after  time,  arrogat- 
ing to  himself  the  position  of  engineer.  In  fact, 
he  wished  to  "boss  tlie  whole  concern" — En- 
gineer, Board,  and  inhabitants  of  the  district. 
The  honourable  member,  according  to  his  own 
judgment,  was  the  mouthpiece  of  all  these; 
and  any  member  of  the  Board,  or  any  employ^ 
of  the  Board,  would  have  no  peace  if  he  was  at 
variance  with  the  honourable  member.  Well, 
Sir,  the  Board  degenerated  into  this  simply; 
and,  the  Board  being  composed  of  local  men — 
some  publicans,  storekeepers,  and  butchers — 
every  man  had  to  patronise  these  various  mem- 
bers of  the  Board  in  their  businesses,  and  the 
result  was  that  a  species  of  the  truck  system 
of  the  very  worst  kind  was  being  introduced 
there. 

Mr.  O'CONOR.— I  do  not  think  the  honour- 
able gentleman  ought  to  make  a  statement  like 
that  with  regard  to  the  evidence,  when  the  evi- 
dence is  not  put  on  the  table.  I  say  distinctly 
that  that  was  quite  contradicted  by  evidence 
which  the  honourable  member  was  not  there 
to  hear. 

Mr.  W.  D.  STEWART.— I  have  heard  more 
than  I  wanted  to  hear,  I  can  assure  you; 
and  I  venture  to  say  that  the  whole  of  the 
proceedings  were  thoroughly  discreditable, — 
from  almost  every  point  of  view.  It  was  a 
mistake  for  the  Bill  of  1884  to  place  the  ad- 
ministration of  this  loan  in  the  hands  of  the 
local  body  interested  in  the  expenditure  of  that 
loan — I  say  it  was  a  most  vicious  scheme.  Now, 
what  is  the  result  ?  The  honourable  member 
for  the  Buller  and  the  Engineer  had  been  at 
loggerheads,  apparently,  from  almost  the  oat- 
set;  and  if  we  had  to  decide  between  them 
we  should  bo  sitting  there  until  next  April 
listening  to  all  those  squabbles  between  the 
honourable  member  and  different  members  of 
the  Board,  nnd  between  the  honourable  member 
Mr.  W.  D.  Steumrt 


and  the  Engineer.  But  the  Committee  cazne  to 
the  conclusion  that  these  questions  were  purely 
subsidiary  and  irrelevant  to  the  main  qnestton. 
The  honourable  member  for  Inangahua  has  i»- 
ferred  to  some  elective  Board.  There  is  no 
such  thing.  It  is  a  nominee  Board.  Certain 
members  were  recommended  by  the  Caaakj 
Council,  and  others  by  the  Borough  Conneil; 
but  all  these  were  interested  in  appointing  men, 
so  to  speak,  of  their  own  "  kidney."  They  were 
all  interested  in  promoting  the  same  objeet, 
and  their  names  were  submitted  to  the  Qoyeok- 
ment  by  local  bodies,  if  possible,  worse  than  tiie 
Board  itself. 

Mr.  O'CONOR.— The  honourable  gentleman 
is  very  grossly  misrepresenting  men  who  have 
given  their  services  to  the  country. 

Mr.  W.  D.  STEWART.  — The  Committae 
found  that  the  honourable  gentleman,  after 
writing  an  autobiography  of  himself 

Major  A  T  K I  N  S  0  N.— Is  the  hononiabla 
gentleman  not  giving  us  apricU  of  the  evidence? 
— which  may  render  it  necessary  to  have  it  all 
published ;  and  I  believe  that  would  be  very  ob- 
jectionable, as  far  as  I  understand. 

Mr.  W.  D.  STEWART.— After  apparent^ 
working  day  and  night,  the  honourable  gentle- 
man gave  an  autobiography  of  himself  from 
1874  to  the  present  day.  In  this  autobiography 
Mr.  O'Conor,  of  course,  figured  very  conspicu- 
ously and  very  favourably;  whereas  a  huge 
number  of  persons  residing  on  the  West 
Coast  were  in  some  way  assailed,  and  the 
Engineer  was  spoken  disparagingly  of.  In 
fact,  everybody  was  wrong  but  Mr.  O'GonoE. 
But  I  think  the  House  will  agree  with  me 
that  any  witness  giving  evidence  of  that 
character  had  an  immense  advanta^  over 
men  who  had  no  opportimity  of  defending 
their  characters.  I  ask,  would  it  have  been 
fair  to  go  on  taking  that  kind  of  evidence? 
If  wo  had  done  so  the  whole  of  the  men  on 
the  West  Coast  should  have  been  here.  We 
felt,  however  interesting  these  questions  might 
be  to  the  parties  themselves,  that  it  was  not 
material  to  the  question  to  be  considered  by 
the  Committee,  and  that  to  place  the  evidence 
on  the  table  of  the  House  and  have  it  published 
would  be  very  damaging  to  men  who  had  no 
opportunity  of  defending  their  own  character. 
A  great  deal  of  the  evidence  vrhich  was  pat 
before  us,  to  save  time,  was  written  evidence, 
and  the  expense  was  incurred  of  printing  some 
of  it  before  the  Committee  came  to  the  concln- 
sion  they  did  come  to,  that  it  would  be  unfair 
to  publish  it.  When  we  came  to  see  the  natnrs 
of  the  evidence  we  saw  that,  if  we  allowed 
evidence  of  that  kind  to  be  continued,  it 
would  be  an  interminable  inquiry,  and  that 
the  result,  besides  the  enormous  expense, 
would  be  that  there  would  be  nothing  done 
this  session.  Wo  therefore  determined  that 
the  scheme,  as  administered,  was  a  bad  one; 
and  that  the  sooner  the  colony,  which  was 
responsible  for  this  and  further  loans,  took  it 
out  of  the  control  of  the  local  body  the  better. 
And,  as  a  large  portion  of  the  evidence  was 
totally  irrelevant,  and  cast  reflections  on  per- 
sons who  had  no   opportunity  of   defending 
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themselves,  the  Committee  unanimously  come 
to  the  conclusion  that  it  wba  not  {aii  to  give  a 
one-sided  version  of  this  affair,  to  the  detriment 
of  persons  on  the  West  Coast.  And  I  think 
the  House  will  unanimously  come  to  the  same 
conclusion — except  the  honoumble  member  for 
the  BuUer  himself — that  what  the  Committee 
has  done  is  in  the  interests  of  the  public  and 
the  parties  affected,  and  that  this  inquiry  was 
not  intended,  and  should  not  be  used,  simply  to 
ventilate  any  grievance  which  the  honourable 
member  may  have,  and  so  give  him  an  oppor- 
tunity— I  will  not  say,  to  damage,  in  one  sense 
of  the  term,  but — to  injure  in  a  very  serious 
manner  persons,  I  believe,  of  good  character  and 
professional  attainments  on  the  West  Coast, 
ttnd  some  of  whom  wo  had  not  an  opportunity 
-of  seeing.  The  strong  point  of  this  report  is 
flattering  to  the  honourable  member,  because 
it  carries  out  bis  own  idea  of  taking  this  mat- 
ter out  of  the  hands  of  the  local  body.  The 
Committee  adopted  that  very  course.  Since 
then  the  ground  has  been  altered,  and  a  pro- 
{essedly-elected  Board  has  come  in ;  but  it  is 
simply  a  nominee  Board,  which  is  carrying  on 
the  administration  of  affairs  in  a  way  that  is 
certainly  not  more  satisfactory  than  before.  I 
dare  say  this  House  will  nob  go  into  any  per- 
sonal squabbles,  and  will  come  to  the  conclu- 
sion that  the  course  recommended  by  the 
Committee  is  the  best  one  to  adopt  in  the  in- 
terests of  the  colony. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— I  would  direct  attention 
to  Standing  Order  195,  which  is  as  follows  : — 

"  The  evidence  taken  by  any  Select  Committee 
of  the  House,  and  documents  presented  to  such 
Committee,  and  which  have  not  been  reported 
to  this  House,  ought  not  to  be  published  by 
any  member  of  such  Committee,  nor  by  any 
other  person." 

Mr.  WHYTE. — I  was  just  going  to  ask  your 
opinion  on  that  point.  The  honourable  mem- 
ber for  the  BuUer  told  us  he  held  in  his  hand 
a  considerable  part  of  the  evidence.  I  wish  to 
say  that  was  given  to  him  by  me  confidentially, 
for  his  own  private  use,  and  not  to  go  any 
farther.  He  was  to  return  it  to  me,  and  has 
not  done  so. 

Mr.  O'CONOB.— The  honourable  gentleman 
says  be  handed  this  document  to  me  for  my 
personal  use.  I  tell  the  honourable  gentleman 
distinctly  that  the  copy  he  gave  me  is  now  in 
my  valise.  I  offered  it  to  him  next  day,  and  I 
have  not  got  this  from  him.  As  far  as  concerns 
the  copy  he  gave  me,  it  in  at  his  disposal  as 
soon  as  he  chooses.  I  offered  it  to  him  once 
before,  and  he  said  he  did  not  require  it.  This 
document  was  given  to  me  in  quite  a  different 
■way. 

An  Hon.  Member. — How  did  you  get  it  ? 

Mr.  O'CONOR.— That  is  my  business. 

Mr.  SAMUEL. — I  think  it  is  very  much  to 
be  regretted  that  the  honourable  member  for 
Dnnedin  West  has  made  the  speech  which  he 
has  just  mode.  It  was  referred  to  this  Com- 
mittee "  to  consider  whether  the  works  for  the 
improvement  of  the  Westport  Harbour  have 
been  hitherto  carried  on  economically  and 
satisfactorily  by  the  Horboui  Board,  and  to 


report  their  opinion  whether  the  present  mode 
of  carrying  on  the  works  should  be  continued, 
or  any  other  plan  adopted ;  also,  whether  the 
endowments  of  the  said  Board  have  been  satis- 
factorily administered."  That  was  a  distinct 
reference  to  the  Board,  and  the  way  the  Com- 
mittee reported  on  this  reference  was  equally 
distinct.    They  report, — 

"  (1)  That  these  works  have  not  hitherto 
been  carried  on  satisfactorily  or  economically 
by  the  Harbour  Board ;  (2)  that  the  present 
mode  of  carrying  on  the  works  under  the 
management  of  a  local  Board  should  not  be 
continued ;  (3)  that  the  Government  should 
resume  control  of  tho  works  under  the  pro- 
visions of  section  13  of  '  The  Westport  Harbour 
Act,  1884 ; '  (4)  that  the  endowments  of  the 
Board  have  nut  been  satisfactorily  adminis- 
tered, the  conditions  of  the  mining  leases  hav- 
ing been  so  far  relaxed  as  to  permit  the  growth 
of  an  undesirable  monopoly." 

And  they  added  to  that, — 

"  With  reference  to  the  evidence  laid  before 
the  Committee,  it  was  unanimously  resolved 
that,  considering  the  time  at  their  disposal, 
that  the  evidence  affects  persons  who  were 
not  before  them,  and  that  some  of  it  dealt 
with  questions  not  material  to  tho  order  of 
reference,  it  is  inadvisable  that  such  evidence 
should  be  laid  upon  the  table  or  otherwise 
published." 

Now,  I  must  say,  upon  that  report,  my  opin- 
ion was  that  such  an  amendment  as  that  moved 
by  the  honourable  member  for  the  Bullet 
should  not  be  passed.  But,  coming  upon 
that,  what  have  we?  We  have  what  I  can 
only  characterize  as  a  violent  attack  made 
by  one  member  of  the  Committee  on  the 
honourable  member  for  the  Buller;  and  in 
that  attack  he  makes  use  of  facts  which  have 
come  before  him  as  a  member  of  that  Com- 
mittee, and  which  would  not  have  come  before 
him  hod  he  not  been  a  member  of  that  Com- 
mittee— facts  which  are  not  before  us,  which 
are  not  included  in  this  report,  and  therefore 
on  which  we  can  form  no  just  opinion.  Now, 
Sir,  it  seems  to  me  very  much  to  be  regretted 
that  any  member  of  a  Committee,  when  speak- 
ing in  support  of  a  report  brought  before  this 
House,  should  refer  to  facts  of  which  there  is 
no  mention  in  that  report ;  because  tho  House 
has  no  means  of  judging  whether  his  inferences 
are  correct  or  not.  For  that  reason,  I  think 
that  many  honourable  members  may  bo  in- 
clined to  vote  for  the  amendment  of  the 
honourable  member  for  the  Buller ;  but,  on 
principle,  I  cannot  do  so,  and  for  this  reason : 
that  I  think,  as  honourable  men,  we  should 
not  permit  accusations  against  private  individu- 
als to  be  printed  and  appear  as  records,  unless 
those  accused  have  some  means  of  appearing 
and  clearing  themselves  from  the  accusations 
brought  against  them.  That  I  take  to  be 
one  of  the  leading  rules  we  should  be  guided 
by  under  all  circumstances  ;  and  I  should  be 
very  sorry  to  see  any  particular  circumstances 
connected  with  this  present  debate  lead  us  to 
depart  from  that  rule,  and  I  shall  therefore 
vote  against  the  amendment.    But,  as  a  matter 
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of  fair-play  between  man  and  man,  I  think  we 
should  allow  the  honourable  member  for  the 
BuUer  an  opportunity  of  replying  to  the  speech 
of  the  honourable  member  for  Dunedin  West. 
It  is  suggested  by  the  Chairman  of  the  Com- 
mittee that  there  is  a  Bill  to  come  before 
us ;  but  there  is  no  certainty  that  it  will  be 
debated  in  the  House  this  session.  If  any 
member  of  the  Government  can  assure  me  that 
such  a  Bill  will  come  before  the  House  this  ses- 
sion, then  I  will  not  move  the  motion  I  intend 
to  move.  I  think  the  manner  in  which  the  sub- 
ject is  brought  before  us  is  grossly  unfair  to  the 
honourable  member  for  the  BuUer,  who  has  no 
opportunity  of  replying  to  the  statements  made 
by  the  honourable  member  for  Dunedin  West, 
and  I  therefore  beg  to  move  the  adjournment  of 
the  House. 

Mi.  aUINNESS.— I  second  the  motion,  and, 
in  doing  so,  I  suggest  that  the  debate  might  be 
brought  to  a  close  very  speedily  by  the  Commit- 
tee agreeing  to  excise  those  portions  of  the 
evidence  which  they  say  reflect  upon  other 
persons,  and  to  publish  the  rest  of  it ;  because  I 
maintain  that  it  is  very  desirable  and  necessary 
for  this  House  to  have  before  it  the  minutes  of 
evidence  upon  the  points  remitted  to  the  Com- 
mittee to  consider,  in  order  that  we  may  see 
whether  the  Committee  have  gathered  su£- 
oient  facts  to  warrant  them  in  coming  to  the 
conclusion  they  have  come  to. 

Mr.  DODSON.— The  simple  issue,  notwith- 
standing that  the  adjournment  of  the  House  has 
been  moved,  is,  whether  it  is  desirable  to  pub- 
lish the  minutes  of  evidence  or  not;  and,  as 
one  of  the  Committee  who  sat  from  day  to  day, 
kdA  therefore  one  not  open  to  the  charge  of 
non-attendance,  I  have  come  to  the  conclusion, 
after  mature  deliberation  with  the  other  mem- 
bers of  the  Committee,  that  it  would  be  very 
undesirable  indeed,  for  many  reasons,  to  pub- 
lish the  evidence.  I  am  not  going  into  the 
natTzre  of  the  evidence — it  is  not  proper  to 
do  so ;  and  perhaps  the  honourable  member 
for  Dunedin  West  has  gone  into  it  further 
than  he  intended  when  he  began;  but  it  is 
necessary  to  say  that  the  evidence  is  very  volu- 
minous, and  that  the  honourable  member  for 
the  BuUer  had  ample  opportunity  of  laying  his 
case,  which  he  did  in  writing,  deliberately  be- 
fore the  Committee.  And  that  was  fully  gone 
into,  minutely  weighed,  and  carefully  consi- 
dered. I  may  say  also  that  I,  for  one,  approached 
the  consideration  of  this  subject  with  a  strong 
feeling  in  favour  of  local  management  of  local 
works  of  this  kind — I  have  always  been  an 
advocate  for  local  management  wherever  pos- 
sible— but  I  must  say  that  the  revelations  as 
to  the  actions  of  this  Board  have  a  great  deal 
shaken  my  belief  in  the  use  of  local  Boards. 
The  works  do  not  seem  to  have  been  carried 
on  in  tho  manner  they  ought  to  have  been; 
but,  under  all  the  circumstances,  better  work 
has  been  done  by  the  Board  and  its  Engineer 
than  one  could  have  believed  to  be  possible. 
With  the  adverse  conditions  surrounding  the 
Board,  the  wonder  is  that  the  work  has  not 
collapsed  altogether.  As  to  the  suggestion 
aboat  excising  portions  of  the  evidence,  that 
Ur.  Samuel 


is  utterly  impossible.  Yon  must  excise  th* 
whole  or  none  of  it,  because  the  evidence  put 
before  us  in  many  closely -printed  columns 
was  one  long  string  of  accusations,  and  it 
is  impossible  to  separate  these  accusations 
from  tho  rest  of  the  evidence.  If  the  House 
knew  as  much  about  that  evidence  as  the 
members  of  the  Committee  do,  I  am  quits 
sure  that  not  a  single  member  would  for 
one  moment  advocate  that  it  should  be  pub- 
lished. I  therefore  hope  the  House  will  not 
order  the  evidence  to  be  produced,  but  will 
simply  take  the  report  for  what  it  is  worth. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— I  think  the  Committee  is  to 
blame  for  the  trouble  it  has  got  itself  and  the 
House  into.  From  what  I  can  understand,  the 
part  of  the  evidence  that  it  would  be  objection- 
able to  produce  is  simply  a  series  of  cfaaigas 
formulated  by  the  honourable  member  for  the 
Buller,  the  late  Chairman  of  the  Board,  a^unst 
other  members  of  the  Board  and  those  con- 
nected with  the  management,  such  as  the 
officers  of  the  Board.  Seeing  the  wording  of 
the  order  of  reference,  I  think  the  Committee 
have  taken  a  very  peculiar  course  in  admitting 
such  evidence.  I  am  told  that  the  honooiabls 
member  for  the  Buller  was  allowed  the  ser- 
vices of  a  shorthand-writer,  to  whom  he  dic- 
tated a  statement  of  great  length,  and  that  it  is 
this  statement  that  contains — what  the  Com- 
mittee say  ought  not  to  be  laid  on  the  table  of 
the  House — the  accusations  against  others  that 
have  been  referred  to.  But  I  think  it  was  the 
plain  duty  of  the  Committee,  when  they  got 
that  statement,  to  see  how  much  of  it  was 
relevsjit  to  the  order  of  reference,  and  them- 
selves expunge  all  that  was  not  relevant.  If 
that  had  been  done  this  difficulty  would  not 
have  arisen  at  all.  The  Committee  should  not 
have  recognised  those  personal  charges  as  evi- 
dence at  all,  and  should  have  refused  to  accept 
it ;  and  if  that  had  been  done  there  could  ban 
been  no  objection  to  produce  the  remainder. 
I  blame  the  Committee  for  the  position  that 
the  House  is  now  in,  for  if  they  haid  obeyed  the 
order  of  reference  strictly  the  difficulty  could 
not  have  arisen.  However,  as  the  order  of 
reference  is  very  definite,  and  the  report  of  ths 
Committee  is  very  definite,  the  House  is  in  a 
position  to  deal  with  it.  I  do  not  blamoths 
honourable  member  for  the  Buller  so  much  at 
tho  Committee.  He  took  the  position  of  being 
the  one  assailed,  and  acted  on  the  defensive. 

An  Hon.  Msmbeb. — No  ;  he  applied  for  th« 
Committee. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— He  did  not  apply  for  ths 
Committee  as  against  others.  He  applied  for 
it  in  self-defence — at  least,  so  I  was  told  when 
the  Committee  was  first  formed.  It  appears, 
however,  that  before  the  Committee  the  honour- 
able member,  instead  of  confining  himself  to 
his  own  defence,  exactly  reversed  the  position, 
and  mode  a  series  of  accusations  against  othea 
— accusations  which,  I  think,  the  Committee 
wrongly  admitted  in  evidence.  The  Committee 
hod  no  power  to  deal  with  such  charges ;  they 
were  not  within  the  terms  of  the  order  of  refer- 
ence, and  the  Committee  should  have  expunged 
all  charges  of  that  nature  from  the  endenoe.  I 
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believe  in  faii-pIay,  and  I  do  not  think,  where 
charges  have  been  made  against  persons,  and 
where  from  any  cause  there  is  not  an  oppor- 
tunity for  those  persons  to  meet  the  charges, 
that  those  charges  shoald  be  allowed  to  be 
published,  and  especially  where  those  charges 
are  made  against  traders  and  persons  in  their 
professional  or  official  capacity.  In  suoh  cir- 
cumstances it  would  be  very  unfair  if  the 
House  should  order  that  the  charges  which 
have  been  made  in  this  case,  and  to  which 
those  charged  have  had  no  opportunity  of  re- 
plying, should  be  disseminated.  No  doubt  the 
honourable  member  for  the  Buller  himself  will 
see  that  it  would  be  unfair,  and  I  hope  the 
House  will  unanimously  refuse  to  let  it  be 
done. 

Mr.  FISH.— I  do  not  think  there  can  be  the 
least  doubt  that,  from  the  constitution  of  the 
Committee,  the  report  must  be  a  very  impar- 
tial as  well  as  an  able  one.  I  shall  certainly 
not  vote  for  its  being  referred  back.  I  say,  fur- 
ther, that,  under  ordinary  circumstances,  the 
report  might  be  allowed  to  remain  just  as  it  is ; 
but  it  appears  that,  as  a  result  of  it,  legislation 
is  to  be  initiated  this  session  the  effect  of  which 
will  be  to  take  powers  away  from  a  local  body. 
Now,  I  think  this  House  should  always  be  ex- 
tremely jealous  of  any  proposal  to  destroy  any 
local  body,  except  under  very  extreme  circum- 
stances. I  think  local  bodies  of  all  sorts  should 
be  held  so  precious  as  not  to  be  abolished  ex- 
cept for  very  serious  reasons.  I  think  it  is 
quite  possible  that  in  this  case  those  rea.sons 
may  exist ;  but  how  are  we,  as  members  of  this 
House,  to  know  that  we  shall  be  justified  in 
passing  an  Act  to  abolish  the  Board  and  vest 
its  functions  in  the  Government,  unless  we 
have  the  evidence  on  which  that  course  is  re- 
commended 7  Except  the  portions  which  may 
be  of  a  personal  character,  and  the  publication 
of  which  would  be  injurious  to  individuals,  I 
think  the  House  should  be  in  possession  of  all 
the  information  on  which  the  Committee  came 
to  its  conclusion,  so  that  we  may  know  whether 
it  was  a  proper  conclusion  or  not.  The  Com- 
mittee, as  sensible  men,  I  have  no  doubt-came 
to  the  right  conclusion  ;  but,  before  passing  a 
Bill  to  do  what  they  recommend,  I  think  every 
honourable  member  should  be  in  possession  of 
the  same  information  as  the  Committee  had. 

Mr.  MACAKTHUR.  —  In  moving  that  the 
evidence  be  produced  the  honourable  member 
for  the  Buller  can  have  only  two  motives. 
Poes  he  desire  to  show  the  House  that  our 
report  is  not  justified  ?  That  report  is  alto- 
gether in  accordance  with  (he  sentiments 
expressed  by  himself  in  his  letter  of  the 
80th  April.  The  reasons  he  then  gave  apply 
quite  as  forcibly  to  the  new  Board  as  to  the 
old  one  —  they  apply  equally  forcibly  to  any 
local  Board  that  could  possibly  be  constituted. 
He  states  in  that  letter  that  it  was  impossible 
to  get  eligible  local  men  not  associated  with 
local  interests ;  and  every  one's  experience  in 
matters  of  that  kind  must  tell  him  that  that 
statement  is  perfectly  correct.  Although  the 
new  Board  may  be  moro  in  harmony  with 
the  honourable  gentleman's  views  than  the 


last  was,  that  fact  does  not  justify  its  being 
continued  in  existence.  The  reasons  he  ap- 
plied so  forcibly  against  the  other  Board  apply 
equally  to  the  present  Board,  which,  on  his 
own  statement,  cannot  carry  on  the  work  in  a 
better  manner  than  its  predecessor.  So,  on 
the  honourable  gentleman's  own  showing,  our 
report  should  be  adopted.  The  honourable 
gentleman  in  his  letter  fully  agrees  with 
our  finding.  What  other  ground  than  to 
show  that  our  report  is  not  justified  can 
the  honourable  gentleman  have  for  wishing 
the  evidence  to  be  produced  ?  The  only  other 
reason  he  could  possibly  have  would  be,  that 
he  wished  to  publish  personal  matters  of  no 
public  interest.  I  do  not  think  the  honour- 
able gentleman  can  wish  that  the  numerous 
personal  matters  in  the  evidence  should  be 
made  public.  I  have  read  the'  evidence  very 
carefully,  and,  as  has  been  said  by  other  mem- 
bers of  the  Committee,  it  is  utterly  impossible 
to  strike,  out  the  personal  matters.  They 
are  so  inextricably  interwoven  with  the  rest, 
both  in  the  replies  to  questions  and  in  the 
honourable  gentleman's  own  statement,  that  it 
would  be  impossible  to  excise  them  without  cut- 
ting out  the  whole  of  the  evidence  altogether. 
It  is  unfortunate  that  it  should  be  so ;  but  I 
maintain  that  there  is  sufficient  evidence  in 
the  hononrable  gentleman's  own  letter  to 
justify  the  Committee's  report,  and  that  the  ex- 
perience of  every  honourable  member  must  be 
in  accord  with  the  statements  made  in  that 
letter.  For  the  reason  I  have  stated,  the 
production  of  the  evidence  has  been  rendered 
unnecessary ;  and  I  do  not  think  either  he 
or  the  House  would  wish  the  evidence  to  be 
produced  merely  to  secure  the  publication  of 
the  personal  matters. 

Mr.  O'CONOR.— Sir,  the  House  is  in  a  most 
extraordinary  position.  On  the  pretext  of  de- 
fending a  person  who  may  be  absent — whose 
name  I  do  not  know,  and  of  whoso  existence  I 
am  not  aware— it  is  asked  that  the  evidence 
before  the  Committee  should  not  be  published. 
I  distinctly  say  that  any  reference  in  the  evi- 
dence to  any  person  who  was  not  and  could  not 
be  heard  before  the  Committee  I  should  wish 
to  be  excised  before  that  evidence  was  produced. 
I  am  willing  that  anything  and  everything  of  a 
personal  nature  should  be  eliminated  before  it 
is  laid  before  this  House.  But  I  say  that  the 
House  has  had  really  a  gross  misrepresentation 
of  the  nature  of  that  evidence  from  the  speech 
of  the  honourable  member  for  Dunedin  South, 
who  has  chosen  to  misrepresent  a  statement 
I  gave  at  the  request  of  the  Committee,  which 
consists  of  neither  more  nor  less  than,  prin- 
cipally, a  number  of  extracts  from  the  minutes 
in  the  books  of  the  Harbour  Board  in  the 
possession  of  the  Committee,  which  were  placed 
m  my  hands,  and  which  were  open  to  any  one. 
Surely  there  was  nothing  offensive  in  those 
minutes  I  Then,  I  also  made  extracts  from  the 
published  reports  of  the  Engineer,  and  there 
con  be  nothing  offensive  about  them.  My  whole 
statement,  occupying  about  seventy  pages,  was 
entirely  composed  of  extracts  taken  from  the 
minutes  of  the  transactions  of  the  Board  and 
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from  tho reports  of  the  Engineer;  and,  although 
it  bos  been  spoken  of  as  being  an  autobiography 
of  myself,  I  say  such  a  statement  is  utterly  un- 
founded, and  that  its  only  object  and  all  it 
^oes  is  to  give  this  House  a  clear  insight  of 
what  took  place  on  the  Board.  I  quite  agree 
that  great  wrong  has  been  done,  and  that  a 
great  waste  of  money  has  taken  place ;  and  the 
first  person  who  found  fault  with  that  was  the 
late  Slinister  of  Mines  and  a  gentleman  in  the 
Upper  House,  who  wrote  the  first  letter  com- 
plaining of  the  want  of  progress  of  the  work. 
That  was  followed  up  by  mo  in  endeavouring 
to  stop  the  illegal  action  that  was  being  taken — 
and  the  evidence  shows  that — and  the  unwise 
expenditure  under  which  a  great  deal  of  public 
money  had  been  wasted  at  that  place.  It  shows 
the  part  that  I  took  in  striving  to  prevent  that 
waste  of  money,  and  the  part  which  the  Minis- 
try of  the  day  took  in  not  at  once  putting  a  stop 
to,  but  rather  encouraging,  the  il^gal  ezpendi- 
tore  which  was  going  on.  That  is  .the  auto- 
biography to  which  the  honourable  member  for 
Duiicdin  West  refers,  and  which  he  considers 
it  right  to  describe  in  the  terms  which  he  has 
used  to  this  House.  But  I  do  hope  that  this 
evidence  will  not  be  allowed  to  remain  secret, 
because  it  will  show  that,  although  the  honour- 
able member  accuses  me  of  writing  an  auto- 
biography, and  making  slanderous  accusations 
against  individuals,  I  was  really  only  giving 
extracts  from  the  minutes  of  a  public  body  and 
from  the  reports  of  the  Engineer.  I  want  this 
question — ^which  has  given  me  a  great  deal  of 
trouble,  and  in  which  I  have  had  to  fight 
against  the  Government  of  the  day,  and  against 
persons  who  were  personally  interested  in  the 
matter,  and  amongst  them  a  Minister  of  the 
Crown — to  bo  brought  to  the  light  of  day  ;  but,  I 
say,  it  is  in  their  interest  that  it  is  to  be  sup- 
pressed. As  I  have  said,  I  agree  that  things 
were  unsatisfactory ;  but  how  are  they  going  to 
cure  them  ?  By  handing  back  these  works  to 
the  Government,  who  have  already  been  the 
cause  of  everything  that  has  been  wrong.  They 
know  they  were  doing  wrong,  because  their  at- 
tention was  called  to  it  by  myself  ;  and  I  will 
give  the  House  one  or  two  instances  of  the 
waste  of  money  which  was  going  on,  and  which 
I  tried  to  prevent.  In  one  instance  it  was  pro- 
posed to  make  a  railway  to  a  quarry  in  the 
neighbourhood,  and  all  the  material  and  plant 
were  imported  from  England  to  construct  that 
railway ;  but  the  gentleman  who  reported  on 
the  quarry  knew  nothing  about  stone,  and  the 
result  necessarily  was  loss  and  sacrifice  of 
material,  plant,  and  everything  else.  I  after- 
wards discovered  that  the  stone  had  not  been 
sufficiently  prospected,  and  I  did  all  I  could  to 
prevent  the  waste  of  money  going  on ;  but  I 
was  opposed  month  after  month  ;  and  at  last, 
when  1  represented  the  matter  to  the  Go- 
vernment, and  urged  that  an  inquiry  should 
be  made  to  ascertain  whether  the  stone  was 
worth  anything,  an  inquiry  was  made,  and  it 
was  found  that  all  the  money  had  been  wasted, 
and  that  the  quarry  was  not  worth  working. 
Another  instance  I  may  give  is  that  of  a  con- 
tractor who  took  a  contract  to  make  a  rail- 
Mr.  O'Conor 


way  for   some   £6,800 ;    and,   althoagh  it  M 

forbidden  by  law  for  a  local  body  to  let  aaj 
contract  under  £50  without  calling  for  tenders 
for  it,  this  contract  was  added  to  to  the  extent 
of  over  £2,000  for  the  benefit  of  the  contnwctoE, 
without  tender.     That  contract  was,  illegally 
and  through  gross  partiality,  given  to  this  eoor 
tractor,  and  he  got  an  additional  line  to  OOB- 
struct  in  another  direction.    That  was  totally 
contrary  to  law,  for  the  money  appropriated  to 
the  Harbour  Board  was  also  diverted  to  make 
a  road  for  the  benefit  of  this  contractor.     I 
called  the    attention  of  the  Government   and 
of  the  Audit  Department  to  the  matter ;  bat 
nothing  whatever  was  done,  and  it  is  now  too 
late   to   do  anything.     The   Government   pre- 
tended to  make  an  inquiry,  and  they  sent  the 
Minister  of  Mines  down  there  with  a  shorthand 
reporter  ;  but  what  happened  then  7     He  went 
to  live  among  the  very   people  who  were  in- 
terested in  keeping  up  that  sort  of  thing,  ha 
made   common    cause  with    them,   and    thsy 
kept  this  wrong-doing  going    on    in   spite  of 
everything  I  could  do,    and   against   all  my 
efforts.    The  statement  which  I  made  about 
this  illegal  transaction  is  amongst  these  snp- 
pressed  letters ;  and  the  first  letter  to  me  from 
the  Minister  is  one  asking  me  to  withdraw  the 
statement,  and  then  he  pointed  out  to  me  that> 
if  there  was  anything  illegal  in  the  transaction, 
I  wag  responsible,  because  I  continued  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Board ;   and  he   recommended  me 
to  resign  the  Chairmanship.     But  I  declined 
to  do  that,  because  I  did  not  wont  the  work  to 
fall  into  his  hands  and  into  the  hands  of  his 
creatures  whom  he  had  placed  on  the  Board. 
That  is  why  I  remained  on  the  Board.    The 
thing  went  on  in  this  way ;  and  then  he  took 
himself  away  and  returned  to  Wellington,  and 
represented  that  everything  was  settled  to  the 
satisfaction  of  all  parties,  myself  included ;  and 
that  statement  was  circulated  through  all  .the 
papers  in  the  colony,  although  at  the  time  I 
was  protesting  against  this  illegality  and  im- 
propriety, as  X  now  protest  against  the  slur 
which    is    being  cast   upon    me    on    account 
of    those    proceedings.      My    constituents    at 
Westport  were   anxious   to   have   this    wrong 
redressed ;   and   let  me  tell    tho  House   that 
no  Government  and  no  set  of  people  in   the 
colony  can  be  so  interested  in  this  work  as  are 
tho  people  of  Westport.    Their  future  depends 
on  the  progress  of  these  works,  and  they  are 
ready  to  sacrifice  anything  so  as  to  secure  that 
progress,  and  if  their  advice  hod  been  token 
none  of  these  things  would  have  occurred.    The 
whole  of  the  coalfields  there  are  monopolized 
by  one  or  two  persons,  and  the  trade  of  the 
place  is  being  ruined,  and  the  extension  of  the 
harbour  is  thrown  away  for  tho  benefit  of  these 
people.    So  strongly  did  the  people  of  the  place 
feel  on  the  subject  that  they  went  to  the  ex- 
tent of  appointing  a  vigilance  committee  to 
watch  the  proceedings ;    and   they  addressed 
themselves  to  the  Minister  of  Mines,  who  was 
himself  a  shareholder,  and  all  they  got  was  an 
offensive  answer  ;   and  the  matter  has  been  put 
oS  and  put  oS,  and  the  line  has  been  blocked 
up  for  the  benefit  of  these  monopolists,  while 
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the  people  of  Westport  have  to  pay  JBl  58.  or 
£1  6s.  a  ton  for  their  coal.  Sir,  it  was  my  duty 
to  see  that  such  an  enormous  public  estate  was 
not  handed  over  for  the  benefit  of  a  few  private 
individuals ;  and,  if  we  are  not  to  do  that,  we 
must  allow  the  persons  who  have  an  interest 
in  the  progress  of  the  work  to  have  a  voice  in 
the  matter.  We  have  tried  everything  we  could 
try  to  get  this  endowment  properly  adminis- 
tered, but  we  have  not  succeeded ;  and  why  ? 
Because  the  illegal'  transactions  are  done  from 
Wellington.  I  believe  that  the  Minister  has 
made  illegal  terms  with  regard  to  these  coal 
leases.  It  is  required  that  each  company  shall 
■  turn  out  a  certain  quantity  of  coal ;  but  they 
arrange  between  themselves  so  that  the  neces- 
sary quantity  is  turned  out  by  one  or  the  other 
as  they  can.  The  whole  thing  is  monopolized 
by  one  compeuny,  and  they  do  as  they  like; 
and  all  our  attemps  to  prevent  this  are  idle. 
What  is  the  use  of  going  on  with  the  har- 
bour-works at  Westport,  if  we  cannot  put  a 
stop  to  these  things  ?  We  are  opposed  in  every 
possible  direction.  This  point  was  made  a  test 
question  at  the  late  elections,  and  every  at- 
tempt was  made  to  unseat  me,  and  if  it  was  not 
that  I  thoroughly  represent  the  views  of  the 
people  of  Westport  I  should  not  be  here  now. 
J  have  no  personal  interest  in  the  matter,  and 
I  have  no  personal  grudge  against  anybody ;  but, 
on  public  grounds,  I  demand  that  those  docu- 
ments shall  be  put  into  the  hands  of  honour- 
able members ;  and,  if  the  Committee  will  not 
do  that,  they  will  compel  me  to  lay  them  before 
the  country  through  the  pages  of  Hansard.  I 
have  no  wish  whatever  that  any  word  reflect- 
ing on  an  absent  person  shall  be  published.  I 
called  the  attention  of  the  Chairman  of  the 
Committee  to  two  instances  in  which  false 
evidence  was  given,  and  that  gentleman  told 
me  that  my  letters  should  go  with  the  evidence ; 
but,  if  both  are  to  go  into  limbo,  what  satisfac- 
tion is  that  to  me  ?  There  is  no  doubt  that 
{alse  evidence  has  been  given  to  the  Commit- 
teee,  and  there  is  to  be  no  punishment  for  that. 
I  say  the  whole  thing  requires  daylight.  I 
have  no  personal  interest  in  it ;  but  the  public 
have  a  very  great  interest  in  it,  for  it  is  their 
interest  to  stop  wrong-doing.  And  let  me  say 
that  the  uncalled-for  abuse  which  I  received 
from  the  honourable  member  for  Dnnedin 
West  shows  clearly  that  he  is  misstating  what 
appears  in  my  compilation,  or  else  he  has  not 
read  it,  for  seventy  pages  of  that  statement  are 
nothing  more  or  less  than  extracts  from  public 
prints,  from  the  minutes  of  the  Harbour  Board, 
or  from  the  reports  of  the  Engineer.  I  want 
honourable  members  to  understand  that,  and 
to  see  that  the  honourable  member's  assertion 
that  it  is  only  an  autobiography  of  myself  and 
a  slandering  of  other  persons  is  utterly  un- 
founded. What  I  desire  is  this :  that  the  report 
and  all  the  evidence  shall  be  before  the  House 
in  such  a  position  that  they  can  be  fairly  dis- 
cassed.  I  wish  honourable  members  from 
other  parts  of  the  colony  to  understimd  this, 
because  as  the  matter  stands  now  it  is  a  slur 
upon  gentlemen  who  have  taken  every  possible 
oare  and  trouble  in  local  administration,  and  it 


is  a  slur  upon  local  administration  in  all  parts 
of  the  colony.  The  Harbour  Board  of  Dun- 
edin  and  every  other  local  body  stand  in  the 
same  position.  They  do  not  pay  rates  to  the 
Harbour  Board  in  Dunedin,  and  I  am  as- 
tonished at  the  ignorance  displayed  by  the 
honourable  member  for  Dunedin  West  of  mat- 
ters at  his  own  door. 

Mr.  W.  D.  STEWART.— We  pay  dues. 

Mr.  O'CONOB.— So  do  we.  The  whole  of 
our  revenue  is  from  this  endowment,  and  the 
people  pay  heavy  rents  for  the  land,  in  the  hope 
that  it  will  contribute  to  the  great  work  on 
which  their  hearts  aae  centred.  It  would  be 
unwise  to  say  that  the  intelligence  of  the 
people  there  shall  not  be  used  to  secure  a 
fair  and  honest  expenditure  of  the  money. 
And  they  are  not  to  blame  for  what  has  taken 
place;  nor  is  it  any  reason  why  the  matter 
should  be  handed  over  to  the  Government.  Is 
any  member  of  the  Committee  prepared  to 
say  that  the  Government  have  acted  rightly 
with  the  endowments  which  were  virtually 
in  their  hands?  Certainly  they  have  not; 
and  the  grossest  maladministration  has  taken 
place  when  they  have  had  charge  of  it.  What 
act  of  malsidministration  has  the  Board  been 
guilty  of  ?  On  the  contranr,  they  have  shown 
where  illegal  expenditure  has  been  going  on, 
and  that  expenditure  has  been  supported  by  the 
late  Minister  of  Klines — accepted  by  him  and 
supported  by  him.  It  has  been  carried  out  by 
an  engineer  who  was  forced  on  the  Board,  for 
it  was  not  with  the  free  approval  of  the  Board 
that  he  was  appointed.  They  wanted  a  gentle- 
man with  local  experience,  and  at  a  lower 
salary ;  but  this  engineer  was  forced  upon  them, 
with  a  larger  salary.  They  desired  to  got  the 
work  done  more  economically;  and  what  has 
the  Board  done  now  ?  It  has  reduced  the  cost 
of  the  stone,  and  increased  the  output;  so 
that  the  works  are  proceeding  much  better 
and  more  economically  than  they  were.  They 
have  had  to  put  up  with  an  engineer  who  is  re- 
ceiving £1,000  a  year,  who  is  allowed  to  act  in 
a  similar  capacity  for  the  Midland  Railway, 
and  who  only  now  and  then  puts  in  an  appear- 
ance at  Westport,  when  it  smts  him.  I  recom- 
mended the  late  Minister  for  Public  Works 
and  the  Minister  of  Mines  that  the  Engineer's 
services  should  be  exclusively  confined  to  the 
work  of  the  harbour  —  that  was  the  unani- 
mous wish  of  the  Harbour  Board;  but  they 
authorised  him  to  take  other  employment : 
he  is  sometimes  away  for  a  month  at  a  stretch, 
and  yet  his  money  is  paid  to  him  all  the 
same.  And  when  an  independent  man  comes 
forward  to  put  a  stop  to  that  sort  of  thing  he 
is  refused  a  fair  hearing.  These  are  the  things 
which  I  wish  to  have  investigated.  I  have 
been  stigmatized  by  papers  which  are  in  the 
interest  of  the  honourable  member  who  has  just 
spoken  as  being  only  influenced  by  personal  mo- 
tives. Personally,  I  am  nothing  in  this  matter. 
Ho  person  can  say  what  my  motives  are  ;  but 
any  one  can  say  what  my  actions  are :  and  what 
have  they  been?  I  have  had  no  motive  but  the 
desire  to  discharge  a  public  duty  for  the  benefit 
of  the  public.    When  I  prevailed  upon  the  Qo- 
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ve^nment  and  Parliament  to  bring  forward  this 
Westport  Harbour  Act,  to  enable  that  harbour 
to  be  proceeded  with,  I  pledged  myself  to  do 
my  utmost  to  secure  economical  results ;  and  I 
defy  any  one,  going  through  the  whole  of  the 
minutes,  to  find  one  single  instance  where  my 
action  has  been  otherwise  directed.  Since  the 
honourable  member  has  spoken  of  my  "  blowing 
my  own  trumpet,"  I  will  tell  the  House  what 
I  did.  I  tried  on  every  possible  occasion  to 
stop  illegal  expenditure.  Was  that  done  from 
a  personal  motive  ?  I  spent  days  and  nights 
working  for  the  interests  of  the  district  and  the 
oolony  m  this  matter  during  the  whole  of  the 
time  that  I  was  Chairman  ;  and  I  may  say  that 
I  might  have  been  Chairman  at  this  present 
time  were  it  not  that  my  other  responsibilities 
prevented  me  from  again  taking  office.  I  ven- 
ture to  say  that  everything  was  worked  to  the 
very  best  advantage,  so  far  as  I  was  concerned  ; 
and  the  evidence  that  has  been  given  before  the 
Committee  will  show  that  this  is  true.  Per- 
haps that  is  the  reason  that  some  honourable 
members  are  anxious   that   it  should  not  be 

Erinted.  It  shows  that  what  was  done  wrong 
y  the  late  Board  was  done  with  the  consent 
and  coimivanoo  of  the  late  Government;  so 
that,  so  far  as  that  is  concerned,  newspapers 
connected  with  certain  honourable  members 
have  been  barking  up  the  wrong  tree,  waking 
the  wrong  man.  The  whole  of  the  wrong-doing 
of  the  late  Board  was  the  wrong-doing  of  the 
late  Ministry  and  those  whom  they  supported. 
I  endeavoured  to  show  where  the  wrong-doing 
was  going  on  and  to  stop  it;  and,  forsooth, 
hecause  we  are  not  miserable  cravens,  serfs, 
because  we  will  not  bow  down  to  and  ac- 
cept the  wrong -doing  of  those  gentlemen, 
we  are  to  be  treated  as  selfish,  grasping 
people  who  think  of  nothing  but  seeking  their 
own  advantage  at  the  expense  of  the  colony. 
I  challenge  the  honourable  gentleman  to 
bring  forward  a  single  instance  in  proof  of 
the  accusations  made.  On  the  contrary,  my 
whole  efforts  have  been  directed  to  frustrating 
and  preventing  these  largo  concessions  illegally 
made  to  contractors.  When  my  motives  are 
spoken  of,  why  should  it  not  be  pointed  out 
that  the  conduct  of  persons  who  are  mixed  up 
with  these  transactions  requires  consideration  ? 
Can  it  be  said  that  I  was  actuated  by  personal 
motives  when,  to  the  best  of  my  judgment,  I 
worked  three  years,  gratuitously  too,  in  the  in- 
terests of  my  people  and  in  the  interest;  of 
the  colony,  while  no  personal  motives  are  to 
be  attributed  to  others  who  either  have  had 
large  salaries  paid  to  them  or  have  exercised 
large  influence  for  their  own  purposes  7  Is  the 
honourable  member  for  Dunedm  West  quite 
free  from  personal  motives  in  all  his  actions  in 
this  House?  When  the  question  of  opening 
the  profession  of  the  law  to  the  public  comes 
before  this  House  does  he  always  act  purely  in 
the  public  interest?  If  we  are  to  banish  all 
considerations  of  that  kind,  then  I  am  afraid 
we  shall  get  nobody  to  take  part  in  public 
affairs.  And  I  want  to  point  out  this,  in  con- 
nection with  the  proposal  to  hand  this  harbour 
trust  over  to  the  Government:  that  there  is 
Mr.  O'Conor 


not  a  man  in  Westport  whose  interests  are  not 
bound  up  with  the  success  of  these  works.     It 
is  not  so  here  in  Wellington.    Patronage  pre- 
vails here.    Ko   matter  what    Ministry  may 
be  in  power,  they  are  certain  to  have  a  desii» 
to  put  into  good  positions  persons  with  whom 
they  are  friendly.    The  present  Government 
might  not  exercise  that  power  improperly,  bat 
there  would  be  the  opportunity.    The  recom- 
mendation of  this  Committee  simply  means 
the  abolition  of  local  self-government;  and  we 
are  to  toko  this  step  upon  a  report  brought  np 
by  a  Committee  which  does  not  dare  to  give 
the  evidence  upon  which  it  arrived  at  the  con- 
clusions we   are  asked  to  accept.     I  ventnra 
to  say  that  that  evidence,  if  produced,  would 
show  beyond  a  doubt  that  the  Government  has 
done  the  wrong,  and  not  the  Board ;  and  yet 
we  are  asked,  on  account  of  the  wrong-doing 
of  the  Government,  to  take  this  matter  out  of 
the  hands  of  the  Board  and  put  it  into    the 
bands    of   the   Government   which   has    done 
the  wrong.    This  is  a  much  more  important 
question  than  some  honourable  members  are 
inclined  to  imagine.    It  is  a  question  on  which 
we  are  asked  to  come  to  a  decision  that  would 
sap  the  whole  foundations  of  local  government. 
It  simply  amounts  to  this:  that  we  say  to  a 
local-governing   body,   "If  you  dare   to  have 
opinions  of  your  own,  you  will  be  abolished;" 
and  that  is  a  proceeding  which  I  do  not  think 
the  honourable  member  for  Dunedin  West  will 
support.    I  should  like  to  hear  him  attempt  to 
justify  such  a  proceeding.    Can  any  one  say 
that  there  has  been  any  special  wrong  done  by 
the  present  Board  ?   And  I  must  draw  a  distine- 
tion  which  the  honourable  gentleman  has  failed 
to  draw  between  the  past  and  the  present  Board. 
Now  I  will  refer  to  a  letter  which  has  been 
read  by  the  honourable  member  for  Waikato. 
I  asked  him  on  several  occasions  to  read  the 
letter  which  followed  it.  I  will  state  the  circum- 
stances under  which  that  letter  was  written. 
By  means  which  I  will  not  characterize,  the  old 
Board  was  appointed,   and  persons  were  pat 
upon  that  Board  who  should  not  have  been  pat 
upon  it ;  but  they  were  appointed  owing  to  in- 
fluences which  I  need  not  refer  to  furUier.    I 
saw  that  appointments  of  that  nature  would 
be  fatal.    I  saw  that  wrong  was  being  done — 
that  illegal  expenditure  was  going   on;  and 
the  system  was  such  that  I  never  could  know 
what  wrong  would  be  done  next.     I  saw  that 
it  should  bo  stopped  at  any  risk,  though  I  did 
not  even  then  realise  how  badly  the  Govern- 
ment were  acting;  and   I   wrote  that  letter, 
pointing  out  that  one  of  two  things  should  take 
place  —  that  either  the  Ministry  of  the  day 
should  undertake  the  administration  of  the 
works  in  such  a  way  that  there  should  be  no 
buffer  between  themselves  and  responsibility, 
or  that  the  people  of  Westport  should  be  ij- 
lowed    to   have   a   substantial    voice    in    the 
management  of  the  works — ^which  at  that  time 
they  had  not.    Why,  it  was  a  long  time  befora 
the  Board  admitted  the  public  even  to  their 
deliberations.     They  lookecl  upon   themselves 
OS  responsible  only  to  the  Minister.     The  new 
Board  was   constituted  under   my  mediation 
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and  on  my  lepissentation,  and  the  Qovemment 
pxactically  acknowledged  the  wrong-doing  of 
the  first  Board  by  agreeing  that  the  people  of 
Westport  should  have  a  voice  in  nominating 
members  of  the  new  Board ;  and  they  did  not 
replace  the  honourable  gentleman's  nominees, 
bnt  elected  men  who  had  sufScient  intelligence 
to  speedily  change  the  whole  system  of  action, 
not  only  as  regarded  the  conduct  of  the  En- 
gineer, but  in  tiie  conduct  of  the  works.  And  I 
Appeal  to  the  evidence  brought  forward  to  show 
how  advantageous  to  the  public  interest  has 
been  the  result  of  their  working.  The  new 
Board  has  more  than  doubled  the  work  done,  and 
reduced  the  cost  of  the  material  by  half.  If  it 
is  possible  for  those  members  who  are  support- 
ing this  report  to  point  out  a  single  instance  of 
where  wrong-doing  has  been  done  by  the  new 
Board,  then  I  say.  Abolish  the  Board.  But  I 
defy  any  of  these  honourable  members  to  point 
to  an  instance  of  the  kind.  If  there  had  been 
any  wrong-doing  on  their  part  we  should  have 
had  it  exposed  at  Westport  at  the  meetings 
which  have  been  held  there.  With  regard  to  the 
charges  against  the  old  Board  and  the  Govern- 
ment, they  have  been  made  openly  on  the  pub- 
lic platform  in  Westport.  There  is  not  a  nmgle 
one  of  the  statements  made  before  the  Com- 
mittee which  has  not  been  made  public,  and 
I  do  not  wish  a  single  thing  to  be  brought  be- 
fore this  House  except  the  extracts  from  the 
minutes  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Board,  the 
ceporte  of  the  Engineer,  the  letters  which 
have  appeared  in  public  prints,  and  such  other 
evidence  as  shall  not  aSect  other  persons.  I 
have  no  personal  motive  in  the  matter  what- 
ever. My  name  can  be  rubbed  out  of  the 
whole  thing.  The  evidence  is  not  interwoven 
with  anything  of  that  character,  because  all 
that  I  have  put  before  the  Committee  is  in 
the  shape  of  extracts  from  public  documents, 
which  I  could  read  without  the  slightest  fear  of 
being  contradicted.  And  I  say  plainly  that,  if 
this  evidence  is  not  produced  here  by  the  Com- 
mittee, I  shall  reproduce  it  in  this  House,  and 
put  the  documents  npon  record  in  Hansard,  if 
the  roles  of  the  Honse  will  permit  me  to  do  it. 
I  think  there  is  nothing  to  prevent  me,  when 
this  Bill  comes  on,  from  giving  to  the  House 
a  history  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Westport 
Harbour  Board  for  the  lost  two  years,  and  also 
a  risumi  of  every  report  that  the  Engineer  has 
made.  I  shall  be  compelled  to  do  that  as  a 
protest  against  and  as  a  refutation  of  the  false 
representations  that  have  been  made  in  this 
House,  both  with  regard  to  the  works  them- 
selves and  to  the  manner  in  which  they  have 
been  affected  by  the  wrong-doing  of  those  who 
now  wish  to  screen  themselves  at  the  expense 
of  the  people  of  Westport.  It  must  be  plain  to 
every  one  that,  when  a  great  work  is  being 
done  in  a  district,  every  one  in  that  district 
has  a  paramount  interest  in  seeing  that 
work  progressing — an  interrest  far  higher  than 
a  mere  political  interest.  It  may  be — though 
I  do  not  say  that  such  a  thing  would  be 
done  by  the  present  Premier — that  it  would  be 
to  the  interest  of  the  friends  of  a  Government 
to  entirely  stop  these  works.    I  have  some  ex- 


perience of  the  management  of  public  works, 
and  when  the  proper  occasion  comes  I  will 
point  out  instances  where  a  Government  has 
grossly  wasted  and  squandered  money  which 
would  have  done  very  valuable  work  if  the 
administration  had  been  in  the  hands  of  the 
people  of  the  district.  Is  it  to  be  supposed 
that  because  we  moke  a  man  a  Minister  he 
thereby  becomes  immaculate  7  Is  he  not  more 
liable  to  temptation,  more  liable,  owing  to  the 
influences  to  which  he  is  exposed,  to  occupy  a 
less  independent  position  than  he  formerly  did 
in  the  House  7  Is  he  likely  to  have  a  greater 
interest  in  such  matters  than  the  people  of  the 
district  7  I  deny  that  the  people  of  Westport 
have  any  interest  in  this  matter  apart  from, 
the  public  interest.  This  grievance  is  with 
two  members  of  the  late  Ministry.  Reference 
has  been  made  to  a  letter  of  mine.  They  might 
have  given  another  letter  too.  It  is  said  that  I 
applied  to  the  Qovemment  for  a  change  of  sys- 
tem of  election  because  I  had  some  personal 
grudge  against  the  Engineer ;  but  I  say  that  I 
hod  no  desire  to  interfere  with  him  so  long  as 
he  honestly  did  his  work,  and  did  it  economi- 
cally. But  I  did  want  a  change  when  I  saw 
that  that  gentleman  was  backed  up  by  political 
influence  in  pursuing  a  course  which  my  judg- 
ment and  conscience  led  me  to  condemn.  I  am 
sorry  to  have  taken  up  so  much  of  the  time  of 
the  House  ;  but  I  do  not  know  of  any  more  im- 
portant subject  to  the  constituency  I  represent, 
and  I  could  not  say  less  than  I  have  said.  If 
this  evidence  is  put  on  the  table  I  shall  be 
satisfied.  I  think  I  have  a  right  to  ask  that 
there  shall  be  laid  before  the  House  all  the 
evidence,  eliminating  personal  matters  from  it, 
and  only  including  extracts  from  public  prints 
or  records,  and  public  documents,  and  such 
evidence  as  can  be  easily  put  in  without  hurt- 
ing anybody.  That  is  a  request  which  cam- 
not  well  be  denied,  if  the  Government  is 
to  be  asked  to  step  in  and  take  over  the 
harbour  upon  the  recommendation  of  the 
Committee.  If  that  evidence  is  produced,  I 
venture  to  say  it  will  show  very  good  reasona 
for  not  blaming  the  present  Bourd.  It  will 
show  that  the  chief  wrong-doer  is  the  late 
Minister  of  Mines,  who  went  down  to  West- 
port  on  the  pretext  of  making  an  inquiry ; 
but  he  desired  the  Board  to  take  upon  them- 
selves the  whole  of  the  wrong-doing  which  the 
Committee  has  now  condemned,  which  was 
done  entirely  with  bis  sanction,  with  his  sup- 
port, and  against  my  protest.  The  honour- 
able gentleman  told  me  I  might  have  resigned 
my  position  as  Chairman  ;  but  he  might  have 
been  told  that  he  should  have  resigned  his  posi- 
tion as  Minister,  for,  as  he  nominated,  he  was 
responsible  for  the  action  of  his  nominees.  If 
any  one  is  to  be  responsible  for  the  conduct  of 
nominees,  surely  it  is  the  person  who  appointed 
those  nominees.  But  what  is  proposed  here 
is  that  the  people  who  succeeded  the  honour- 
able gentleman's  nominees  shall  be  held  re- 
sponsible for  the  conduct  of  his  nominees, 
simply  because  they  would  not  submit  to  be 
creatures  of  his.  I  challenge  the  Committee 
to  put  the  evidence  on  the  table,  and,  until  they 


Digitized  by 


Google 


784 


Westport 


[HOUSE.] 


Harbour. 


[Dec.  16 


do  pot  it  on  the  table,  I  ask  the  House  not  to 
be  led  away  by  g<;atementg  circulated  by  Mr. 
Bell,  the  Engineer.  Now,  I  state  deliberately 
before  this  House  that  I  informed  the  Chair- 
man that  false  evidence  had  been  given,  and 
that  I  could  substantiate  that  statement  before 
the  Committee ;  but,  beyond  an  assurance  that 
he  would  put  my  letter  with  the  evidence,  I  got 
no  satisfaction  ;  and  now  it  is  proposed  to  send 
the  evidence  and  my  statement  with  regard 
to  it  to  limbo.  I  say,  with  regard  to  Mr. 
Bell,  that  he  has  himself  asked  for  this  in- 
quiry ;  he  petitioned  for  it,  and  I  gave  a  state- 
ment, from  his  reports  and  from  the  minutes 
of  the  Board,  of  the  occurrences  that  took  place. 
He  came  forward  with  a  long  statement,  in 
which  several  false  accusations  were  made 
against  myself ;  and  I  stated,  publicly  and 
openly,  that  those  accusations  were  false.  The 
leport  of  that  statement  was  circulated  and 
put,  like  a  Government  paper,  in  the  pigeon- 
holes of  honourable  members.  It  was  proved 
before  the  Committee  that  part  of  that  state- 
ment was  distinctly  false,  and  Mr.  Bell  with- 
drew and  apologized  for  it.  I  ask  that  that 
statement  of  his  withdrawal  of  the  personal 
statement  against  myself  as  unfounded  should 
be  put  in.  Is  not  my  reputation  of  any  valne, 
is  not  my  good  name  of  any  importance, 
that  this  should  be  suppressed  ?  There  is  no 
denying  that  my  feelings  are  perfectly  out- 
raged by  the  conduct  of  the  Committee.  I  am 
surprised  that,  on  any  pretext  whatever,  any 
gentleman  should  support  it.  Let  the  evidence 
be  sent  to  a  Committee  of  the  House  to  extract 
everything  that  it  is  desirable  should  not  be 
published,  and  then  let  the  rest  of  the  evidence 
be  put  before  the  House.  I  say  that  the  House 
should  not  come  to  a  decision  blindfolded.  Let 
me  make  a  j-emark  now  with  regard  to  the 
statement  referring  to  Westport  and  Grey- 
mouth,  which  has  been  carefully  read  out. 
My  recommendation,  as  a  member  of  this 
House,  as  one  having  an  interest  in  both 
works,  is  that,  in  order  to  carry  on  the  works 
safely,  you  require  to  have  a  balance  of  power 
of  management  as  between  the  central  Go- 
vernment and  the  local  interests,  so  that  one 
will  check  the  other.  Another  recommendation 
that  I  made,  in  the  Committee  and  elsewhere, 
was  that  the  number  of  members  of  the  Board 
should  be  increased,  and  that  the  elective 
principle  should  be  brought  in,  so  that  a  cer- 
tain number  of  the  members  of  the  Board 
should  be  responsible  to  the  people.  My  ex- 
perience leads  me  to  believe  that  that  would 
be  best  for  both  those  places,  for  it  would  pro- 
vide a  safeguard.  I  believe  that  in  the  multi- 
tude of  councillors  there  is  safety ;  and  I  believe 
that  the  people  are  in  the  main  thoroughly 
honest,  and  that  if  a  man  conducts  himself 
dishonestly  he  is  sure  to  meet  with  reprobation 
at  the  hands  of  the  public.  I  object  to  the 
nominee  system ;  and  when  the  nominee  sys- 
tem proves  to  be  bad  it  is  on  account  of  bad 
selection.  Surely  that  is  no  reason  why  the 
public  of  a  district  should  be  condemned,  par- 
ticularly when  they  have  no  voice  in  the 
matter.  I  say  that  the  great  safety  for  this 
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people  of  the  district  with  power  to  help  the 
General  Government  with  the  work.  Bnt  I 
want  the  Audit  Department  also  to  do  their 
duty,  and  to  stop  illegal  expenditure  on  the 
part  of  the  General  Government  and  their 
engineers ;  and  then  everything  will  go  on 
safely.  Let  me  explain  to  this  House  that  the 
plan  for  these  works  did  not  emanate  from  any 
engineer  in  the  colony.  The  plans  and  specifica- 
tions, and  everything  in  connection  with  them, 
were  prepared  by  Sir  John  Coode,  and  all  that 
was  required  was  a  man  competent  to  follow 
the  specifications  of  the  superior  engineer.  I 
was  very  suspicious  when  I  found  that  a  gentle- 
man at  £1,000  a  year  had  been  forced  upon  us 
to  do  that.  But  I  know  why  he  was  forced 
upon  us,  I  know  the  influence  that  was  bronght 
to  bear  to  get  him  appointed,  and  I  know  what 
I  have  had  to  contend  with  whenever  I  hava 
pointed  out  any  wrong  being  done.  I  am  pie- 
pared  to  point  out  to  the  House  that  wrong  haa 
been  done ;  but  I  say  that  in  no  instance  is  there 
any  reason  to  complain  of  the  people  of  West- 
port,  excepting  for  this :  that  they  allowed  them- 
selves to  be  led  by  those  gentlemen  who  were 
appointed  by  the  Government,  and  whom  the 
Government  insisted  upon  keeping  there.  I 
say  that  it  was  wrong  to  the  country  that  this 
gentleman  should  receive  £1,000  a  year  as  a 
subordinate  to  carry  out  the  plans  of  another 
engineer.  And  there  is  another  matter  I  would 
call  attention  to,  and  it  is  that  he  has  been 
absent,  and  has  received  his  pay  by  fraud.  I 
say  fraud,  for  it  is  so  most  distinctly  ;  and  he 
could  not  get  paid  until  he  got  a  certificate 
signed  stating  that  he  has  been  doing  his  wodc 
all  the  time.  That  was  signed,  and  the  Audit 
Office  should  have  been  there  to  stop  it.  Bat 
whose  fault  was  it  that  it  was  not  ?  I  say  it 
was  the  fault  of  the  Government,  and  not  ci 
the  local  Board.  Instead  of  leaving  me  to  fight 
this  battle,  to  contend  against  wrong-doing, 
the  Government  should  have  given  me  assist-  i 
ance  and  have  bad  the  inquiry  that  I  asked  for. 
If  the  papers  were  produced  they  would  show 
what  part  I  took  m  asking  for  an  inquiry. 
They  should  have  had  an  inquiry  conducted  on 
oath,  and  then  they  would  have  brought  out 
much  more  than  this  Committee  has  done,  be- 
cause I  do  not  think  that  one-half  has  come 
out.  It  is  not  in  the  interests  of  the  colony  to 
have  an  extinguisher  put  on  this,  or  that  it 
should  be  manipulated  to  the  advantage  of  cer- 
tain people.  I  warn  the  House  that  if  they 
want  that  coalfield  administered  in  the  in- 
terests of  the  public  they  must  guard  against  a 
monopoly  being  granted ;  they  must  allow  the 
people  of  Westport,  whose  sole  interests  lie  in 
the  development  of  the  coalfields,  to  interfere, 
and  to  give  advice  when  things  are  going  wrong 
— they  must  not  scorn  their  pointing  out  things 
for  the  advantage  and  progress  of  the  district. 
I  should  not  care  who  takes  charge  of  the 
works,  provided  the  people  are  not  debamod 
from  having  a  voice  in  the  matter,  and  the  pro- 
gress of  the  work  is  secured,  so  that  they  may 
reach  the  ultimate  end  for  which  they  an 
being  constructed.    The  honourable  gentleman 
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who  has  sat  as  Chairman  of  that  Committee 
knows  perfectly  well  that  I  undertook  a  great 
task,  and  was  going  through  the  papers  and 
doouments  extending  over  three  years.  He 
knows  perfectly  well  that  the  shorthand-writer 
■who  was  referred  to  was  only  employed  for  a 
short  time,  and  only  transcribed  from  the 
minute-hook  certain  things,  and  took  down 
olther  things  necessary  to  save  me  the  trouble 
of  writing.  He  knows  perfectly  well  that  I 
have  laboriously  discharged  the  duty  that  I 
undertook,  and  that  persons  outside  have  been 
supplied  with  copies  of  everything  that  this 
House  is  to  be  denied  now.  Numbers  of  people 
outside  the  doors  of  this  House  have  had  an 
opportunity  of  contradicting  or  checking  every 
statement  that  I  made ;  and  he  knows  they 
have  failed  to  do  it,  and  tliat,  when  I  asked  that 
the  petitioning  person,  Mr.  Bell,  should  be 
called  up  and  examined,  they  refused  to  allow 
it,  notwithstanding  that  he  was  here  days  and 
days  in  this  building,  at  the  expense  of  the 
country,  looking  over  these  very  documents. 
Sir,  the  whole  thing  is,  to  my  mind,  a  perfect 
fraud.  They  dared  not  go  on  with  the  inquiry, 
and  why?  Because  they  were  beaten  at  all 
points.  I  had  torn  aside  the  veil  from  the 
wrong-doing  that  had  been  annoying  me  for  a 
long  time,  and  now  they  wont  to  prevent  that 
action  from  taking  eSect,  and  perhaps  to  have 
a  Bill  hurried  through  this  House  that  will 
effectually  stop  any  further  discusEion. 

Mr.  LARNACH. — I  do  not  intend  to  take  up 
the  time  of  the  House  very  long,  but  I  think  it 
is  necessary  to  put  the  House  right  in  reference 
to  one  or  two  statements  made  by  the  last 
speaker.  He  has  treated  the  House  to  a  history 
full  of  misstatements;  and  first  of  all  he  has 
said  that  I,  as  Minister  of  Marine,  was  respon- 
sible for  the  appointment  of  the  Westport  Har- 
bour Board  and  of  the  Engineer  to  the  West- 
port  Harbour  works.  Now,  I  may  state  that 
at  the  time  they  were  nominated  I  was  not 
even  a  member  of  the  Government ;  but  I  may 
further  add  that,  had  I  been,  I  should  have 
been  very  proud  of  the  appointments  then 
made.  I  certainly  should  have  been  glad 
to  take  that  responsibility.  The  honourable 
member  has  also  stated  that  I  went  to  West- 
port  to  make  an  inquiry.  I  may  tell  the 
House  plainly  that  the  Government  was  being 
continually  worried  by  the  honourable  gentle- 
man, both  personally  and  by  letter,  to  send  to 
Westport  and  to  make  such  an  inquiry,  and 
that  until  then  the  Government  never  had  in- 
terfered, but  left  the  sole  control  of  the  matter 
to  the  Harbour  Board,  having  every  confidence 
in  the  Board  as  constituted.  Well,  at  last  the 
honourable  gentleman  so  tired  the  Government 
by  his  communications,  both  verbal  and  in 
writing,  asking  that  the  Minister  of  Marine 
should  take  some  steps,  that  the  Government 
thought  it  desirable  to  do  so,  and  I  determined 
to  go  to  Westport  and  to  make  an  inquiry.  I 
need  not  tell  the  House  that,  not  only  before  I 
went  to  Westport,  but  after  I  arrived  there,  he 
continually  threw  himself  in  my  way,  and  was 
fully  primed  with  his  grievances,  and  tried  to 
prime  me  with  solely  his  own  views.    I  lis- 
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'  tened  attentively,  I  may  say,  on  all  occasions 
to  what  he  had  to  say ;  but  I  had  made  up  my 
mind  to  take  my  own  course  with  respect  to  the 
inquiry  ;  and  the  course  I  thought  best  was  to 
take  the  minutes  of  the  whole  of  the  proceed- 
ings of  the  Board  from  the  very  commence- 
ment, and  the  whole  of  the  correspondence 
that  bore  upon  those  proceedings,  Euad  after- 
wards to  examine  the  members  of  the  old 
Board.  This  I  did ;  and  I  may  say  that  I 
did  not  rely  upon  my  own  judgment  entirely, 
but  also  hod  uie  opinion  of  one  of  the  most 
able  officers  we  have  in  the  colony — at  any 
rate,  the  opinion  of  a  gentleman  whose  posi- 
tion warrants  me  in  saying  that.  I  consulted 
the  Engineer-in-Chief,  Mr.  Blockett,  who  ac- 
companied me  to  Westport,  and  he  was  with 
me  during  the  inquiry.  After  going  through 
the  evidence,  and  hearing  what  each  member 
of  the  Board  had  to  say,  I  came  to  the  con- 
clusion that,  instead  of  those  charges  which 
the  honourable  member  for  the  Buller — who 
was  then  Chairman  of  the  Board — hod  made 
against  the  Engineer  and  his  own  colleagues  on 
the  Board  being  true,  they  were  entirely  un- 
founded ;  and  I  tried,  Sir,  to  show  him  so  by 
conversing  with  him  quietly.  But  he  was  not 
contented  with  the  view  I  had  taken,  but 
"  opened  fire  "  by  correspondence  in  the  direc- 
tion of  challenging  my  view.  His  letters  I  was 
compelled  to  reply  to,  which  I  did,  and  I 
believe  the  correspondence  has  been  laid  before 
the  House.  I  could  come  to  no  other  conclu- 
sion than  that  the  whole  of  that  honourable 
gentleman's  career  since  his  first  connection 
with  the  Board  has  been  in  opposition  to  the 
members  of  the  Board,  and  that,  as  Chairman 
of  the  Board,  he  has  been  nothing  less  them 
tyrannical,  not  only  to  the  Engineer,  but  to 
every  member  of  the  Board.  I  found  that 
even  a  member  of  the  Board  who  generally 
voted  with  the  honourable  gentleman  had  no 
fault  to  find  with  the  Engineer,  or  with  what 
he  had  done.  And  we  were  forced  to  the  con- 
clusion that,  with  the  continued  interference 
on  the  part  of  the  Chairman  not  only  with  the 
Engineer,'  but  with  every  subordinate  officer,  it 
was  impossible  that  the  officers  could  do  their 
duty.  In  fact,  I  felt  surprised  that  the  En- 
gineer was  able  to  do  his  work  as  well  as  he 
did,  considering  the  amount  of  interference  he 
had  from  the  Chairman,  and  I  had  the  satis- 
faction of  telling  the  honourable  gentleman 
this  to  his  face.  The  reply  that  he  gave  me 
was  one  of  his  usual  kind  of  replies — it  was  not 
straightforward.  He  has  spoken  of  a  vigilance 
committee  at  Westport  which  had  been  ap- 
pointed. It  is  a  very  singular  thing  that  this 
vigilance  committee  was  appointed  immedi- 
ately after  I  had  given  my  opinion  in  reference 
to  the  inquiry  I  held,  and  I  have  not  the 
slightest  doubt  the  honourable  gentleman  was 
the  chief  mover — though  in  pulling  the  strings 
he  kept  behind  the  scenes — in  connection  with 
this  vigilance  committee.  In  fact,  he  has 
shown  that  he  belongs  to  that  class  of  persons 
known  in  another  part  of  the  world  as  "  moon- 
lighters," and  I  bad  pictured  him  as  amongst 
the  very  worst  of  that  class,  and  felt  sorry  that 
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such  a  specimen  of  the  class  should  be  living 
in  Westport.  Well,  Sir,  just  to  give  you  an 
idea  of  the  audacity  of  the  honourable  gentle- 
man, I  will  mention  a  circumstance  that  oc- 
curred between  us  recently.  Of  course  the 
House  is  aware  that  he  was  a  supporter,  or 
pretended  to  be  a  supporter,  of  the  late  Go- 
vernment. I  believe  he  was,— for  purposes  no 
doubt  best  known  to  himself.  He  had  the 
audsMsity  one  day  to  come  to  me,  after  I  had 
given  my  opinion  in  condemnation  of  his  pro- 
ceedings— I  say  he  had  the  audacity  to  come 
to  me  in  my  office  in  Wellington  and  state 
this :  He  informed  me  that  he  was,  and  had 
been,  a  consistent  supporter  of  the  Qovem- 
ment,  and  that  I  was  not  treating  bim  well 
in  not  falling  in  with  bis  opinions  or  giving 
him  some  support  in  the  matter  of  his  quarrel 
with  Mr.  Bell ;  and  he  intimated  the  probable 
withdrawal  of  his  support  from  the  Govern- 
ment  

Mr.  O'CONOE.— The  honourable  gentleman 
is  making  a  statement  to  whioh  I  wish  to  give  a 
flat  denial. 

Mr.  SPEAKEB.— Order.  The  honourable 
member  has  been  hoard. 

Mr.  L.4.IiNACH. ^if  I  persisted  in  dis- 
agreeing with  him  ;  and  I  immediately  told  the 
honourable  gentleman  that  he  might  repair 
to — another  place.  I  thought,  as  a  member  of 
the  Govemtnent,  that,  if  we  had  to  depend 
on  such  support  as  the  honourable  member 
had  indicated,  the  sooner  I  and  my  colleagues 
were  out  of  office  the  better.  The  honourable 
gentleman  never  tried  me  again  on  that  tack. 
Well,  now  he  has  stated  that  the  members  of 
the  late  Board  were  creatures  of  the  Minister 
of  Marine,  meaning  me.  If  the  matter  bad 
been  left  in  my  hands  I  should  have  reap- 
pointed the  whole  of  the  members  of  the  old 
Board;  but,  as  it  was  dealt  with  by  the 
Cabinet,  other  steps  were  taken.  With  regard 
to  Mr.  Suisted,  one  of  these  supposed  "  crea- 
tures," he  has  just  been  elected  Mayor  of 
Westport;  so  I  presume  that  is  a  very  good 
record  in  his  favour  from  the  ratepayers.  Mr. 
Hughes,  the  late  Mayor,  has  been  returned 
unopposed  to  the  Council ;  while  we  find  on 
the  other  hand  that  the  late  Chairman  of  the 
Harbour  Board,  the  honAurable  member  for 
the  Buller,  has  been  rejected  by  a  large 
majority.  I  think  that  is  a  fair  indication  of 
the  direction  in  which  public  opinion  is  going. 
I  would  like  to  say  this  before  concluding : 
that,  so  far  as  I  was  able  to  discover,  the 
honourable  gentleman  was  most  enthusiastic 
in  his  desire  to  push  on  the  Westport  Harbour 
works.  I  admit  that,  and  that  he  worked  hard 
and  with  great  energy;  but  his  enthusiasm 
carried  him  too  far :  he  wished  to  be  not  only 
Chairman  but  the  whole  Board  itself.  He 
wished  also  to  be  engineer,  treasurer,  clerk, 
ganger,  blacksmith,  platelayer,  navvy — in  fact 
he  wished  to  be  every  possible  thing  in  con- 
nection with  the  Board;  and  any  one  who 
attempted  to  foil  him  in  that  direction  or 
to  stop  his  impetuosity  made  the  honourable 
member  his  enemy  for  all  time;  and  the 
honourable  gentleman  woe  never  satisfied  from 
Mr.  Lamach 


the  time  the  Engineer  would  not  run  exactly 
and  blindfold  in  the  path  he  chose  to  mark 
out  for  him,  and,  to  speak  vemaculaxly,  he  haa 
had  his  knife  in  the  Engineer  ever  since.  Tha 
honourable  gentleman  has  told  the  House  that 
I  am  largely  interested  in  the  Westport  coal- 
fields. 

Mr.  O'CONOR.  — Yes;    that  is  yoar  wholi 
motive. 

Mr.  LABNAGH.— Sir,  for  once  the  honooi- 
able  member  has  told  the  truth.  I  am  in- 
terested. I  can  tell  the  House  that,  shortly 
after  I  came  to  New  Zealand,  nearly  twen^ 
years  ago,  I  was  one  of  the  first  of  a  fewr  enter- 
prising individuals  who  took  up  some  of  those 
Nelson  coal-leases,  which  at  that  time  I  had 
never  seen.  I  held  my  share  of  the  leases  up 
to  the  time  I  Skssisted  to  form  these  leases  into 
a  company  with  the  object  of  opening  up  the 
coalfield,  because  I  thought  at  tiia  time  that  I 
should  do  good  to  those  interested  and  to  (he 
colony,  because  I  knew  the  colony  had  spent  a 
qu8urt»r  of  a  million  on  a  railway  there.  So 
far  as  that  interest  of  mine  is  concerned,  I 
am  sorry  to  say  I  hold  it  still.  It  has  never 
brought  me  in  anything.  I  hope  some  day  it 
will ;  but  heretofore  it  has  been  nothing  bot 
money  out  of  pocket.  I  have  purchased  no 
further  interest  since.  I  never  acquired  az^ 
mining  interest  while  I  was  a  Minister  of  the 
Crown  or  any  new  interest  but  the  interests 
I  held,  although  I  hod  many  opportunities. 
How  long  I  may  be  able  to  hold  my  present 
interest  I  do  not  know.  The  honourable 
gentleman  should  have  said  he  knew  there 
was  a  large  interest  in  opposition  to  the  West- 
port  Goal  Company,  and  that  only  a  few  nules 
ofi,  knovm  as  the  Mokihinui,  and  some  in- 
quisitive people  choose  to  insinuate  that  the 
honourable  gentleman,  the  member  for  Oa 
Buller,  is  working  his  "  level  best  "  and  trying 
all  he  knows  to  injure  the  Westport  Coed  Com- 
pany. 

Mr.  O'CONOB.— To  break  down  the  mono- 
poly. 

Mr.  LABNACH.— He  is  using  all  the  influ- 
ence he  possesses  with  the  Government  to 
continue  uie  railway  on  to  the  Mokihinui  field, 
with  a  view,  if  possible,  of  bettering  his  own 
interests  and  injuring  those  who  have  vested 
interests  at  Westport.  Whilst  he  holds  to  and 
supports  one  interest  he  should  be  candid  and 
honourable,  and  state  both  sides  of  the  ques- 
tion fairly.  However,  he  has  allowed  me  to  do 
that  for  him.  As  I  said  before,  the  Govern- 
ment never  interfered  in  connection  with  Qte 
conduct  of  the  harbour- works  until  forced  by 
the  honourable  member.  They  believed,  so  fu 
OS  it  tended  in  the  direction  of  local  govcfm- 
ment,  in  leaving  everything  to  the  memben 
of  the  Harbour  Board ;  and,  in  my  opinion, 
things  would  have  gone  on  well  had  the 
honourable  member  for  the  Buller  never  had 
any  connection  with  it.  I  think  that  is  the 
sole  cause  of  the  break -down  of  the  whole 
thing,  and  I  found  out,  not  from  one  alone, 
but  &om  the  people  generally  of  Westport, 
that  the  honourable  member  was  the  evil  one 
and  the  stumbling-block.    Did  I  think  tiui 
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the  honourable  member  would  leave  Westport 
to-morrow,  and  never  retnrn  to  it,  I  would  say 
to  the  Government,  "  Leave  the  Board  as  it 
is ;"  but,  tks  he  is  likely  to  return  and  remain 
there  for  some  time,  I  agree  with  the  report  so 
far  as  it  runs  in  the  direction  of  taking  the  work 
out  of  the  control  of  the  honourable  member 
for  the  BuUer,  and  not  allowing  him  to  put  his 
fingers  within  reach  of  the  Board's  afiairs  again 
in  any  way. 

Mr.  WITHY. — I  am  quite  conscious  that  this 
matter  has  occupied  too  much  time  already; 
but  the  honourable  member  for  the  Buller  has 
clelivered  such  a  strong  speech,  casting  accusa- 
tions about  in  all  directions,  that  I  feel  obliged 
to  say  a  few  words.  I  think  it  is  material  to 
the  issue'  that  I  should  state  that  when  I  com- 
menced to  sit  on  this  Committee  I  knew 
none  of  the  members  of  it  and  none  of  the 
disputants.  I  might  also  say  that  through- 
out my  life  I  have  been  connected  with 
the  carrying -out  of  practical  works;  and  I 
therefore  know  what  is  necessary  in  the  way 
of  discipline  to  insure  the  best  results  being 
attained.  Now,  I  would  ask  the  House  to  con- 
sider the  peculiar  position  which  the  honour- 
able member  for  th^  Buller  occupies  in  this 
House.  If  this  had  been  a  question  of  some 
other  Board,  where  no  member  of  the  House 
happened  to  be  a  member  of  that  Board,  we 
should  have  had  none  of  this  discussion,  in 
all  probability.  I  would  ask  the  House  to 
remember  that  the  principal  disputant  in  this 
case  is  the  honourable  member  for  the  Buller, 
and  he  is  the  mover' of  the  amendment  which 
the  House  is  asked  to  accept.  I  would  ask  the 
House  further  to  notice  that  no  member  of  the 
Committee  supports  him  in  this  matter.  The 
Committee  was  absolutely  unanimous.  It  is 
quite  true  the  Committee  found  it  utterly  im- 
possible to  go  into  the  whole  of  the  questions 
which  the  voluble  member  for  the  Buller  would 
have  placed  before  it.  He  has  tried  to  repre- 
sent in  the  House  this  afternoon  that  this 
evidence  is  of  an  exceedingly  innocent  charac- 
ter; but  I  would  ask  the  honourable  gentle- 
man if  that  evidence  does  not  purport  to  set 
forth  his  views  on  the  question  at  issue,  and  I 
'would  point  out  to  the  House  that  the  speech 
which  he  has  just  delivered  is  probably  also  an 
indication  of  his  views  on  the  same  question ; 
and  I  would  ask,  is  it  desirable  that  evidence 
which  the  House  may  suppose  to  be  very  much 
on  the  same  lines  as  the  speech — and  which 
goes  from  minor  accusations  of  favomritism  up 
to  charges  of  perjury  and  fraud — I  would  ask, 
Gtui  the  House  consider  it  desirable  that  that 
should  be  printed  and  go  forth  to  the  country  ? 
I  think  the  speech  of  the  honourable  member 
for  the  Buller  will  satisfy  this  House  that  the 
documentary  evidence  is  not  such  as  should  go 
forth.  As  far  as  the  Committee  is  coneemed, 
they  can  have  no  objection  to  this  evidence 
being  printed.  No  one,  looking  into  that  evi- 
dence, would  come  to  a  different  conclusion 
from  that  which  was  unanimously  arrived  at 
by  the  Committee.  But  what  the  Committee 
bad  to  consider,  and  what  I  hope  the  House 
wUl  agree  with  the  Committee  should  be  con-  | 


sidered,  was  the  interest  of  people  who  have  not 
been  brought  before  the  Committee  to  speak 
for  themselves.  I  think  the  speech  of  the 
honourable  member  for  the  Buller  has  made  it 
quite  clear  that  it  is  mainly  a  personal  fight, 
from  first  to  last,  between  the  Engineer  and  the 
es-Chairman  of  the  Board.  He  has  made  it 
quite  clear  in  his  speech  that  such  is  the  case. 
The  Committee  saw  clearly  that  that  was  not 
in  the  order  of  reference,  and  was  not  material 
to  the  main  question  at  issue  —  whether  the 
works  had  been  conducted  satisfactorily  by  the 
Board  or  not.  Now,  with  regard  to  copies  of 
the  evidence  having  got  outside,  the  Committee 
took  considerable  pains  to  avoid  that  coming  to 
pass,  and  how  it  has  happened  I  cannot  say. 
The  honourable  member  himself,  of  course,  had 
a  copy  of  his  own  evidence,  and  had  copies  of 
the  statements  which  were  put  in  by  the  En- 
gineer. 

Mr.  O'CONOB.— No ;  they  were  not  given 
to  me. 

Mr.  WITHY.  —  The  honourable  member's 
speech  has  shown  that  the  report  and  recom- 
mendation of  the  Committee  are  practically  in 
accordance  with  bis  own  views.  He  spent  a 
good  deal  of  time  in  speaking  about  the  coal- 
reserves  and  monopoly,  and  the  objectionable- 
ness  of  such  a  state  of  things.  That  will  be 
found  in  the  report,  which  declares  that  the 
management  of  these  reserves  has  had  a  ten- 
dency to  raise  up  an  undesirable  monopoly  :  so 
there  again  the  Committee  is  in  accordance 
with  the  honourable  gentleman.  Another  ques- 
tion he  has  introduced  in  order  to  get  votes  in 
the  House  in  his  favour  is  that  of  local  bodies. 
I  suppose  we  are  all  radical  enough  in  this 
country  to  wish  to  have  local  bodies  wherever 
it  is  possible  to  have  them.  He  also  stated 
that  he  wished  to  have  on  elective  local  body. 

Mr.  O'CONOR.— Partly. 

Mr.  WITHY.— What  constituency  is  to  be 
formed  as  the  body  from  which  a  Board  is  to 
be  elected?  There  is  not  a  constituency  of 
ratepayers  of  this  harbour.  It  is  a  question  of 
administering  funds  guaranteed  by  the  whole 
colony.  I  hope  the  House  will  entirely  refuse 
to  allow  this  evidence  to  be  placed  on  the  table. 

Mr.  WHYTE. — I  do  not  wish  to  say  a  single 
word  to  prolong  the  debate,  nor  do  I  intend  to 
follow  the  speech  of  the  honourable  member 
for  the  Buller ;  but  I  think  it  is  necessary  to 
explain  to  the  House  how  it  was  that  this  evi- 
dence, which  we  refuse  to  publish,  was  allowed 
to  be  laid  before  us  at  all.  It  happened  in  this 
way :  We  had  the  honourable  member  for  the 
Buller  up  before  us,  and  during  one  day  he  gave 
us  the  commencement  of  what  evidently  would 
be  a  very  long  statement  indeed,  and  we  come 
to  the  conclusion  that  it  would  be  better — I 
am  happy  to  say  that  not  only  was  that  my 
idea,  but  I  was  supported  by  every  member  of 
the  Committee  in  it — if  he  were  to  give  all  this 
to  one  reporter  in  one  of  the  Conmiittee- rooms, 
instead  of  keeping  ten  of  us  sitting  round  the 
table,  perhaps  for  a  fortnight,  listening  to  him. 
It  accordingly  resulted  in  this :  He  was  given 
the  use  of  the  Committee-room,  access  to  all 
the  papers,  and  the  help  of  a  shorthand  re- 
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porter,  and  there  is  no  doubt  the  honourable 
gentleman  worked  very  hard  indeed — morning, 
noon,  and  night;  but,  although  I  was  con- 
stantly at  him,  and  asking  him  to  condense  his 
statement,  it  took  him  fully  a  fortnight  to 
bring  it  up,  and  the  result  was  a  moss  of  evi- 
dence such  as  has  been  described  by  previous 
speakers.  Now,  it  may  quite  reasonably  be 
said  that  the  objectionable  part  of  this  evi- 
dence—  that  which  wo  now  object  to  have 
published  —  should  have  been  eliminated  ; 
but,  as  has  been  said,  that  was  simply  impos- 
sible. It  is  so  interwoven  with  the  rest  that 
it  would  be  quite  impossible  to  eliminate  it. 
Moreover,  although  a  great  deal  of  it  may  not 
have  borne  directly  on  the  order  of  reference, 
there  was  a  drift  all  through  it  which  could 
not  be  ignored,  and  that  drift  was  generally 
in  the  direction  of  the  report  which  we  have 
brought  up.  It  is  fair  to  the  Committee  that  I, 
as  Chairman,  should  state  how  that  happened, 
and  to  show  that  we  have  been  compelled,  in 
justice  to  certain  people,  to  withhold  that  evi- 
dence. It  will  therefore  be  seen  that  the 
primary  cause  of  all  this  hubbub  is  the  action 
of  the  honourable  member  for  the  BuUer  him- 
self, and  that  it  is  not  the  fault  of  the  Com- 
mittee. As  this  is  the  last  opportunity  I 
shall  have  of  referring  to  the  subject  this 
afternoon,  I  wish  again  to  draw  the  atten- 
tion of  the  House  to  the  fact  that  the  Com- 
mittee were  absolutely  unanimous  in  every- 
thing they  did,  and  the  House  has  therefore 
got  the  opinion  of  ten  impartial  men,  not 
one  of  whom  is  connected  with  the  locality,  as 
against  the  opinion  of  the  honourable  member 
for  the  Bullor  alone.  A  Bill  must  come  down 
if  the  report  of  the  Committee  is  to  have  any 
effect ;  and  when  it  comes  on  there  will  bo  an 
opportunity  for  honourable  members  to  speak 
on  this  subject,  and  therefore  I  trust  we  may 
proceed  to  some  other  business  now. 

Motion  for  adjournment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Amendment  negatived,  and  motion  agreed 
to. 

CHINESE. 

Mr.  FISHER,  in  laying  on  the  table  a  return 
to  the  order  of  the  House,  on  the  motion  of  the 
honourable  member  for  Kumara,  said  that  it 
would  show  that  the  number  of  Chinese  in  the 
colony  had '  decreased  by  462  since  1881,  the 
numbers  being  5,004  in  1881,  and  4,S42  in  1887. 

LEGISLATIVE  COUNCILLORS. 

On  the  motion.  That  the  House,  at  its  rising, 
adjourn  to  next  day  at  eleven  a.m., 

Mr.  SAMUEL  said,— May  I  be  allowed  to 
say  a  word  or  two  with  regard  to  a  question 
which  I  have  put  on  the  Order  Paper?  A  few 
days  ago  I  brought  a  certain  matter  under  the 
attention  of  the  Government  and  the  House 
relating  to  certain  Legislative  Councillors  hav- 
ing lost  their  seats.  Since  then  I  have  found, 
on  further  inquiry,  that  two  of  the  gentlemen 
whom  I  mentioned  as  having  -forfeited  their 
seats  in  the  Legislative  Council — namely,  the 
Hon.  Mr.  Holmes  and  the  Hon.  Mr.  Menzies — 
have  not  so  vacated  their  seats.  I  had  looked 
carefully  through  the  Journals  of  the  Legisla- 
Mr.  WhyU 


tive  Council,  but  was  misled  owing  to  the  fact 

that  the  Journals  for  the  two  sessions  of  1864 
were  bound  up  in  one  volume ;  and,  on  fartho 
search,  I  have  discovered  that  I  was  mistakm 
in  respect  to  those  two  honourable  gentlemen. 
they  having  had  leave  for  both  sessions.  I 
have,  however,  found  out  this  still  more  impor- 
tant fact:  that  the  Attorney-General,  the  Hod. 
Sir  Frederick  VVhitaker,  has  also  vacated  hit 
seat — that  is  to  say,  if  my  contention  is  right. 
He  seems  to  have  been  absent  daring  ihc  two 
sessions  of  1884 — namely,  one  from  the  dth 
June  to  tbo  24th  June,  and  the  other  from  the 
7th  August  to  the  10th  November.  He  re- 
ceived leave  for  the  session  beginninR  on  ttt 
7th  August,  and  for  that  only,  so  far  as  I 
can  ascertain  from  the  Journals.  -  llie  mattet 
therefore  involves  some  inconvenience,  as,  no 
doubt,  from  his  official  position,  that  hcmoai- 
ablo  gentleman  will  have  to  make  the  inquiry, 
if  the  Government  institute  one.  As  be  is  one 
of  those  who  have  apparently  vacated  their 
seats,  the  discovery  is  of  considerable  imprat- 
ance. 

Major  ATKINSON.  —  The  matter  is  no¥ 
under  tho  consideration  of  the  Law  Officers  ti 
tho  Crown. 

FINANCIAL  STATEMENT. 

On  the  motion  to  go  into  Committee  of 
Supply, 

Mr.  KERR  said, — I  think  it  is  a  very  great 
pity  tliat  the  House  decided  last  night  to  read 
the  Loan  Bill  a  second,  time,  authorising  ths 
raising  of  £2,400,000.  I  feel  satisfied  it  is 
against  tho  wish  of  the  country,  and  it  is  very 
wrong  to  do  so  when  our  credit  in  England  ia 
so  bod  OS  it  is  at  the  present  time.  I  also  feel 
satisfied  that,  if  the  Premier  were  really  in 
earnest  in  his  assertions  with  regard  to  eco- 
nomy, ho  could  very  well  have  done  without 
borrowing  at  all  during  the  current  year.  His 
own  statement  and  that  of  the  late  Colonial 
Treasurer  have  proved  satisfactorily  to  me  that 
there  is  plenty  of  money  for  the  next  year's 
work  ;  and,  if  it  were  not  so,  I  think  that  such 
railways  as  the  North  Island  Trunk  line  and 
the  Otago  Central  Railway  could  very  well  be 
put  off  for  another  year.  That  would  do  the 
credit  of  the  colony  a  great  deal  of  good,  and 
any  prudent  man  would  take  that  course  befoi* 
running  the  risk  of  further  injuring  the  credit 
of  the  colony  in  England,  where  it  is  already  so 
bad.  I  am  certain  that  people  in  England  will 
think  wo  are  very  imprudent  in  going  on  the 
money-market  again  for  such  a  large  sum. 
The  whole  of  the  constituencies  in  this  colony 
have  protested  strongly  against  more  borrowing; 
but,  now  that  tho  Government  has  a  strong 
majority,  tho  Premier  is  doing  exactly  vrhas 
he  has  done  before,  and  is  going  to  borrov 
as  long  as  he  possibly  can.  The  last  time  he 
was  in  office  he  borrowed  eight  millions,  and 
spent  it,  and  left  a  large  deficiency  -when  he 
retired ;  and  I  feel  satisfied  that  all  this  tall: 
about  the  retrenchment  that  is  to  be  carried 
out  will  amount  to  nothing,  and  we  shall  ban 
this  borrowing  system  carried  on  from  year  to 
year  so  long  as  the  honourable  gentleman  is  in 
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office,  and  so  long  as  he  con  get  a  shilling 
to  spend,  in  order  to  keep  up  the  majority  he 
has  now  got.  I  know  that  people  in  my  con- 
stituency are  very  strongly  opposed  to  this  bor- 
rowing, and  I  am  bound  to  protest  against  it. 
The  people  there  are  taxed  now  to  as  great  an 
extent  as  they  can  bear,  and  they  get  little  or 
nothing  for  it ;  but  they  have  to  keep  on  pay- 
ing, until  at  last  it  will  break  their  backs.  I 
feel  satisfied  that  if  the  honourable  gentleman 
ia  in  power  for  the  next  three  years  he  will 
spend  this  £2,400,000,  and  then,  before  long,  be 
asking  for  more.  It  cannot  be  doubted  that 
the  country,  at  the  late  election,  said  there 
ought  to  be  no  more  borrowing.  The  honour- 
able gentleman's  own  followers  said  from 
one  end  of  the  colony  to  the  other  that  they 
vrore  going  to  retrench — they  were  going  to 
have  no  further  taxes  or  borrowing ;  and  these 
loan-proposals  ore  the  result  1  And  I  protest 
strongly,  as  strongly  as  I  can,  on  behalf  of  that 
part  of  the  country  I  come  from,  against  this 
borrowing  scheme  in  any  shape  or  form,  par- 
ticularly after  having  heard  the  Treasurer  and 
the  ex-TreoEUier  last  night  agreeing  that  we 
could  go  through  this  year  without  borrowing 
any  more  money.  Ooi  credit  in  England  is 
really  bod  at  present,  and  for  that  reason  alone 
'we  ought  not  to  go  to  the  London  mone^- 
morket  for  any  more  money  just  now.  I  will 
not  take  up  the  time  any  longer.  The  Premier 
says  I  have  stopped  business  more  than  any 
other  person  in  the  House,  and  I  suppose  he 
■will  say  the  same  thing  again.  I  protested 
against  the  Bepresentation  Bill  because  I  felt 
it  my  duty  to  do  so — my  constituents  asked 
me  to  do  so.  The  Premier,  every  time 
ho  gets  into  power,  does  something  to  injure 
that  part  of  the  country  from  which  I  come, 
for  what  reason  I  cannot  tell ;  but  I  am  bound 
to  protest  against  this  borrowing  because  of  the 
injury  it  is  doing  to  the  colony,  and,  having 
done  that,  I  will  take  up  no  more  time  of  the 
House. 

Mr.  PULTON. — 1  have  just  a  word  to  say  to 
correct  the  statement  of  the  honourable  gentle- 
man who  has  just  sat  down.  With  many  of  his 
remarks  against  excessive  borrowing  I  entirely 
agree,  but  I  wish  to  correct  him  on  one  point. 
He  said  that  the  Bill  before  the  House  pro- 
posed to  borrow  £2,400,000.  But  I  would  refer 
him  to  the  3rd  clause  of  the  Bill,  which  says 
that  the  Treasurer  may  borrow  a  sum  not  ex- 
ceeding £1,000,000  sterling,  as  the  Governor 
in  Council  may  determine. 
_  Mr.  W.  D.  STEWART.— During  the  late  elec- 
tion there  was  a  general  feeling  expressed  on 
this  question  of  borrowing,  most  of  the  electors 
having  come  to  realise  that  what  we  borrow  we 
are  expected  to  repay,  and  before  we  repay  we 
are  called  upon  to  pay  interest  in  the  mean- 
time. People  are  beginning  to  realise  that 
every  million  we  borrow  means  on  annual  out- 
put from  this  colony  of  £40,000. 

An  Hon.  Meubeb. — £50,000. 

Mr.  W.  D.  STEWART.— It  may  be  £50,000. 
But  I  was  taking  it  at  the  lowest  sum,  though 
I  do  not  think  we  should  be  able  to  borrow  at 
par  at  the  present  time.    Kow,  I  cannot  help 


thinking  that  the  present  is  a  most  inoppor- 
timo  time  to  borrow,  remembering  the  position 
in  which  the  colony  stands  in  the  London 
market.  We  know  that  some  financial  insti- 
tutions connected  with  this  colony  have  not 
been  very  successful  daring  the  past  year,  and 
the  result  is  that  we  are — I  do  not  want  to 
say  "fly-blown,"  but  —  not  in  a  position  to 
enable  us  to  go  on  to  the  London  money- 
market  with  any  advantage.  I  should  have 
been  glad  if  the  Premier  had  seen  his  way  to 
curtail  the  loan  to  the  lowest  limit.  I  should 
be  sorry  to  see  any  Government  placed  in  a 
position  which  hampered  them  in  connection 
with  their  finance ;  but  I  do  feel  that  the  pro- 
posals of  the  Government  are  extravagant, 
ajid  are  not  required  by  the  exigencies  of  the 
colony. 

Mr.  FULTON.— Cut  them  down. 

Mr.  W.  D.  STEWART.  — The  honourable' 
member's  words  are  very  smooth ;  but,  when 
it  comes  to  the  vote,  I  will  not  say  he  always 
votes  contrary  to  his  expressed  opinions,  but  I 
will  say  he  is  not  so  independent  in  his  voting 
as  he  is  in  his  speaking ;  and  I  should  be  satis- 
fied to  hear  the  honourable  gentleman  speak 
less  independently  if  he  would  vote  a  little 
more  independently.  It  is  this  sort  of  smooth- 
speaking  that  has  done  so  much  to  place  the 
colony  in  its  present  position.  We  have  had 
many  apostles  of  borrowing  in  this  colony,  and 
until  we  abolish  the  system  of  borrowing  the 
country  will  never  make  that  real  advance 
which  we  all  wish  it  to  make.  It  should  be 
the  aim  of  every  member  of  this  House  to  cur- 
tail borrowing  proposals  within  the  narrowest 
limits.  Not  until  then  shall  we  have  real 
prosperity  instead  of  the  fictitious  prosperity 
that  has  had  such  disastrous  results  so  far  as 
the  financial  affairs  of  this  colony  are  con- 
cerned. It  seems,  after  the  remarks  of  the 
honourable  member  for  Christchurch  North, 
which  were  almost  corroborated  by  the  Pre- 
mier, that  we  have  enough  funds  in  the  colony 
now,  if  we  judiciously  arrange  matters,  to  pre- 
vent the  necessity  of  going  on  the  London 
money-market  for  eighteen  months;  and  I 
think  we  should  endeavour,  to  moke  arrange- 
ments to  secure  that  end. 

Major  ATKINSON.— That  is  on  the  supposi- 
tion that  we  should  raise  the  North  Island 
Trunk  Loan,  and  that  we  should  have  all  out 
securities  turned  into  cash. 

Mr.  W.  D.  STEWART.— Well,  I  do  not  see 
what  is  to  prevent  that  from  being  done.  What 
I  rose  to  say  was  this :  that  the  electors,  from 
the  North  Cape  to  Stewart  Island,  ore  ex- 
tremely anxious  that  we  should  adopt  a  policy 
radically  different  from  that  which  has  been  car- 
ried on  for  the  lost  six  or  seven  years — that  wo 
should  really  adopt  a  cautious  progressive  policy 
instead  of  the  careless  and  reckless  policy 
which  we  have  been  pursuing  for  many 
years  past.  There  has  been  a  suggestion,  of 
which  I  highly  approve,  that  this  should  not  he 
treated  as  a  party  question.  I  do  hope  that 
honourable  members  will  not  bo  led  to  vote 
against  theit  convictions  from  any  question  of 
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party  in  this  House.  I  do  appeal  to  honourable 
members,  in  the  interests  of  the  colony,  to  see 
that  we  do  not  go  on  drifting  year  by  year  into 
a  worse  position  than  we  are  even  now  in. 
When  I  was  in  this  House  in  1879  procticaJly 
the  very  same  outcry  wels  raised  against  bor- 
rowing ;  and  what  was  the  result  ?  During  the 
last  eight  years  we  have  increased  our  debt 
considerably ;  and  I  believe  that,  unless  we  take 
very  decided  action,  those  of  us  who  live  to  see 
another  eight  years  will  see  that  the  debt  has 
increased  just  as  much  as  it  has  done  during  the 
last  eight  years.  I  do  not  desire  to  hamper  the 
Government  in  their  finance,  because  I  recog- 
nise that  they  are  in  a  difficult  position  ;  but  I 
do  appeal  to  honourable  members  to  see  that 
wo  do  not  borrow  more  than  is  sufficient.  The 
taxation  of  this  country  is  gradually  becoming 
so  great  that  persons  who  are  investing  their 
capital  here  will  have  to  look  out  for  another 
field,  and  we  know  that  any  withdrawal  of 
capital  will  be  exceedingly  detrimental  to 
the  colony.  We  hear  a  good  deal  about 
the  working-classes,  but,  unless  we  have 
men  of  capital  and  enterprise  introduced 
into  the  colony,  the  position  of  the  work- 
ing-classes will  become  very  much  worse, 
for  capital  is  as  essential  to  this  colony  as 
blood  is  to  the  human  system.  Unless  we  have' 
men  of  enterprise,  confidence,  and  capital  we 
shall  not  see  the  country  progress.  I  hope  that 
we  shall  see  honourable  members  who  pledged 
themselves  to  their  constituents  to  go  against 
borrowing  acting  up  to  their  professions,  in- 
stead of  putting  their  consciences  into  their 
pockets,  when  the  time  for  voting  comes. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN.— I  am  in  full  sympathy 
with  the  greater  part  of  what  has  fallen  from 
the .  honourable  member  who  has  just  sat 
down ;  but  I  cannot  help  saying  that  I  think 
it  scarcely  became  him,  in  view  of  some  of 
his  actions  and  some  of  his  votes  in  this 
House  recently,  to  say  what  he  said  with  re- 
gard to  the  honourable  member  for  the  Taieri. 
I  think  that  honourable  member  can  show  a 
record  which  compares  very  favourably  in 
these  respects  with  that  of  the  honourable 
member  for  Dunedin  West.  As  to  the  other 
part  of  his  speech,  I  thoroughly  agree  with  the 
honourable  member  for  Dunedin  West  that 
there  are  amounts  on  these  estimates  in  con- 
nection with  railways  and  other  works  which 
ought  to  be  cut  down,  and  I  hope  that  we  shall 
have  his  valuable  assistance  in  th^t  matter.  I 
regret  that  the  Government  have  found  them- 
selves compelled  to  put  various  amounts  on  the 
estimates  in  connection  with  railways  to  be 
extended  within  the  next  three  years,  when 
these  amounts,  most  of  them  small  ones,  can- 
not but  give  unsatisfactory  results.  I  do  hope 
that,  when  the  estimates  are  discussed  item 
by  item,  a  great  many  of  these  sums  may  be 
struck  out.  With  regard  to  the  North  Island 
Main  Trunk  line,  I  was  one  of  the  very  few 
who,  when  the  Million  Loan  was  authorised  in 
1885,  protested  strongly  against  this  work  being 
undertaken,  and  I  think  that  the  House  and 
the  country  are  now  coming  round  to  the  same 
opinion.  I  hope  that  all  further  progress  in 
Mr.  W.  D.  Stewart 


connection  with  that  work,  with  the  exception 
of  satisfying  liabilities,  will  be  stopped. 

Mr.  MILLS. — ^Veiy  little  has  fallen  from  the 
honourable  member  for  Dunedin  West   with 
which  we  cannot  all  agree.    There  is  but  one 
opinion,  I  think,  and  that  is  that  we  should 
curtail  the  borrowing  as  much  as  we  can,  so 
that  at  the  earliest  possible  moment  we  may 
do  away  with  borrowing  altogether.     Bat  it  is 
peculiar  for  the  honourable  gentleman  to  stand 
up  and  declare  against  borrowing,  seeing  that 
he  was  until  recently  a  supporter  of  the  bor- 
rowing policy  of  the  last  Administration.     It  is 
easy  to  say  that  borrowing  should  be  stopped  at 
once,  but  it  is  more  difficult  when  one  comes  to 
study  it  with  a  feeling  of  responsibility,  in  order 
to  decide  how  it  is  to  be  done.     I  was  as  averse 
from  borrowing  as  any  one ;  but  I  have  studied 
the    Statement   of    the   Minister   for    Public 
Works,  and  also  the  Statement  of  the    Trea- 
surer, and  I  feel  convinced  that  we  cannot  pos- 
sibly carry  on  without  a  loan  to  some  extent. 
We  find.  Sir,  that  the  colony  is  committed  to 
a  number  of  works  which  cannot  be  altogether 
stopped  in  thoir  present  condition.     We  find 
also  that  not  only  is  the  colony  committed  to 
unexpended  balances,  as  shown  in  the  accounts, 
but  also  for  liabilities  in  excess  of  the  funds  at 
present  at  the  disposal  of  the  Treasurer;  and 
therefore  it  will  be  necessary  to  borrow  for  the 
purpose   of    balancing  the   accounts,   besides 
what  may  be  required  for  the  purpose  of  perfect- 
ing works  during  the  next  year  or  two.     I  and 
several  of  my  friends  have  gone  very  carefully 
through  the  estimates,  and  I  am  in  hope  that 
we  shall  be  able  to  persuade  the  Government 
to  reduce   the  estimates  to  some  extent.      I 
think    that,   without  doing   any  great    barm, 
without   arresting   works  at   a   point   which 
would  be  disastrous  to  them,  we  can  curtail 
these  estimates  by  at  least  £250,000.    I  merely 
state  this  to  indicate  what  course  we  shall  take 
after  the  Bill  gets  into  Committee.     In  Com- 
mittee it  is  our  intention  to  challenge  several 
of  the  items,  and   to  try  to  reduce  the  total 
amount  of  the  votes  by  £250,000.    If  thati* 
the  case,  it   will   reduce   the    Loan  Bill  to 
£750,000.    I  think  also,    Sir,    that  an  effort 
should  be  made  to  stop  the  progress  of  the 
North  Island  Trunk  Bailway  on  the  termina- 
tion of  the  contracts  now  in  hand.     I  certainly 
think — after  the  statement  of  the  Minister  for 
Public  Works  that    this    railway,   instead   of 
costing    £1,000,000,    as    originally    estimated, 
is  to   cost  something   near  £2,500,000  —  we 
may  take  it  for  granted,  from  our  experience 
of  previous  estimates,  that  it  is  more  likely 
to  be   £3,500,000.      That  being  so,  we  surely 
ought    to    pause    before   going    on    with    the 
railway.     It  seems  to  be  very  important  also 
that,  before  any  progress  is  made  with  the  line, 
all  the  land  through  which  it  will  pass  should 
be  acquired  from  the  Natives,  and  also  that 
there   should    be    some    further   investigation 
made  as  to  the  route  of  the  line,  and  as  to 
whether  the  central  route  or  the  one  by  wiqr 
of  Taranaki  would  be  best.    Then,  before  we 
go   any   further  with    it,    there   should   be  a 
thoroughly  reliable  survey  and  estimate  of  its 
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eost.  I  hope  some  honourable  member  will, 
during  the  debate,  or  at  the  proper  time,  move 
in  the  direction  of  emphasizmg  the  opinion  of 
this  House  that  the  North  Island  Trunk  Rail- 
way should  not  proceed  any  further  till  these 
Bteps  have  been  taken;  and,  in  the  event  of 
that  being  carried,  we  shall  not  need  more 
than  one-half  of  the  Korth  Island  Trunk  Bail- 
'way  Iioan ;  and,-  with  the  other  reductions  I 
bave  suggested,  that  will  make  our  borrowing 
£1,250,000  instead  of  £2,000,000,  and  so  a  very 
appreciable  saving  will  be  effected. 

Mr.  O'CALLAGHAN.— I  think  that  the 
speech  of  the  honourable  member  who  has  just 
Bat  down  is  the  best  that  has  been  mode  on 
this  subject ;  and  it  is,  to  my  mind,  the  only 
speech  that  has  honestly  dealt  with  the  ques- 
tion outside  party  feeling.  We  have  had  a 
great  many  honourable  gentlemen  addressing 
the  House  on  the  second  reading  of  the  Bill 
who  told  us  in  very  plain  language  that  they 
were  opposed  to  any  further  borrowing;  but 
each  of  those  honourable  gentlemen  concluded 
with  an  "  if  "  or  a  "  but,"  and  that "  if  "  or  that 
"  but "  completely  destroyed  all  that  they  had 
expressed  in  their  speech.  I  was  very  much 
pleased  to  heat  that  the  honourable  gentleman 
who  has  just  sat  down  was  prepared  to  back  up 
his  convictions.  I  shall  be  found  acting  with 
him,  and  I  say  this  outside  of  party  motives 
altogether.  Any  vote  that  I  give  in  Committee 
will  be  only  for  giving  the  Government  such 
funds  as  are  necessary  for  carrying  on  the  busi- 
ness of  the  country ;  and  to  refuse  such  funds 
as  are  not  necessary  is,  I  think,  our  bounden 
duty.  I  would  remind  this  House  that  it  seems 
a  very  absurd  and  unwise  thing  to  hand  over 
the  control  Of  our  affairs  for  the  next  three 
years ;  and  that  is  virtually  what  we  are  asked 
to  do.  If  we  hand  over  to  the  Colonial  Trea- 
surer this  sum  of  money  to  expend  we  put  it  to 
a  certain  extent  beyond  our  control.  The  busi- 
ness of  the  House  is  to  vote  supplies  for  a  year, 
and  not  to  vote  supplies  for  three  years,  which 
■we  are  virtually  asked  to  do.  I  do  not  wish  to 
occupy  the  time  of  the  House,  but  I  hope  these 
lew  words  of  what  I  call  real  common-sense 
will  have  some  influence. 

Mr.  WARD. — I  am  somewhat  perplexed  at 
the  remarks  that  have  fallen  from  the  honour- 
able member  for  Port  Chalmers,  and  I  should 
like  to  know  who  are  the  honourable  gentle- 
men he  refers  to  who  have  gone  with  him 
into  the  estimates  in  the  way  he  states.  I 
think,  too,  that  it  is  only  right  the  House 
should  bave  some  idea  as  to  what  the  savings 
are  that  are  referred  to  and  which  amount 
to  the  sum  of  £250,000.  I  cannot  help  think- 
ing that  when  we  get  into  Committee  on  this 
matter  some  of  the  items  which  the  honourable 

gentleman  and  his  friends  have  selected  for  re- 
action will  raise  very  keen,  vigorous,  and  ani- 
mated debates  ;  and  I  venture  to  predict  that, 
if  a  combination  of  honourable  members  have 
selected  certain  items  for  reduction,  there 
will  be  a  further  combination  to  block  votes 
in  which  the  honourable  gentlemen  are  inter- 
ested ;  and  I  hope  that  by  doing  this  we  shall 


be  able  to  effect  a  further  saving  than  ths 
£250,000. 
Motion  agreed  to. 

SUPPLY. 
The  House  went  into  Committee  of  Supply. 
PUBLIC  WORKS  FUND. 
Part    I.  —  Chargeable    to    the    Unexpended 
Balance    of    Loaus    raised    prior    to    the 
81st  March,  1886. 

Class  IV. — Roaos. 

Roads,  bridges,  and  wharves,  north  of  Auck- 
land, £3,670,  agreed  to. 

Main  roads,  £18,650. 

Mr.  KERB  said  it  seemed  to  him  very  strange 
that  so  much  money  was  put  down  for  Auck- 
land and  BO  little  for  the  part  of  the  country  he 
came  from.  They  paid  taxes  in  Nelson  District 
the  same  as  any  one  else,  and  were  entitled  to 
more  consideration  than  had  been  shown  to 
them.  For  instance,  £500  was  altogether  too 
small  a  sum  to  put  down  for  the  main  road 
through  Pelorus  District  and  Rai  Valley. 

Mr.  MITGHELSON  said  that,  as  the  financial 
year  would  end  in  three  months,  £500  was  as 
much  as  could  be  spent  on  that  road  during  this 
period,  and  the  honourable  member  for  Wai- 
mea,  in  whose  district  the  road  is,  was  satisfied 
with  that  amount. 

Mr.  GUINNESS  considered,  with  reference 
to  the  Ghristchuroh-Hokitika  Road,  that  the 
contract  system  should  be  substituted  for  that 
of  day-labour,  as  the  work  would  be  more 
cheaply  done.  A  great  deal  more  than  £500  a 
year  would  be  saved  if  the  contract  system  were 
adopted.  If  a  motion  were  carried  to  reduce 
the  item  by  £100,  would  the  Minister  for  Public 
Works  accept  it  as  an  indication  of  the  opinion 
of  the  Committee  that  the  work  should  be  done 
by  contract  ? 

Mr.  MITCHELSON  said  there  was  no  ne- 
cessity for  this  course.  If  on  making  inquiry 
he  found  that  the  work  could  be  done  more 
cheaply  on  the  contract  system,  of  course  the 
day-labour  system  would  be  done  away  with, 
as  it  was  his  desire  and  intention  to  save  every 
possible  penny. 

Mr.  BRUCE  moved.  That  the  item,  "  Hoki- 
tika  to  Christchurch,  £6,000,"  be  reduced  by 
£1,000;  as,  from  what  the  honourable  member 
for  Qreymouth  said,  it  might  be  fairly  assumed 
that  the  work  could  be  done  for  £1,000  less 
than  the  sum  on  the  estimates. 

Mr.  FISH  would  point  out  that,  if  the  Minis- 
try found  that  less  than  £6,000  was  wanted,  it 
would  not  be  spent ;  but  if  the  vote  were  re- 
duced to  £5,000,  and  if  that  were  not  found  to 
be  enough  from  any  cause,  there  would  be  no 
more  to  be  had.  He  understood  that  the 
Young  New  Zealand  party  had  met  and  de- 
termined to  reduce  certain  items,  depending 
on  the  help  of  the  Opposition.  He  wished  to 
say  he  would  be  no  party  to  that,  but  would 
support  the  Government  straight  out  in  the 
details  of  their  policy.  The  House  had  sup- 
ported, the  previous  evening,  the  policy  of  the 
Government  in  bulk  in  this  matter,  and  they 
should  not  oppose  it  in  detail.    He  warned  the 
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members  for  the  different  districts  interested 
in  these  votes  not  to  listen  to  these  motions,  of 
which  they  would  probably  have  a  number. 
He  thought  the  public-works  estimates  on  the 
whole  were  very  fair,  and  that  the  Slinister 
had  exercised  a  wise  discretion  in  framing 
them,  for  he  had  apparently  acted  very  fairly 
and  equally. 

Mr,  BBUCE  said  he  had  consulted  with  no 
one  and  was  acting  with  no  party  in  this 
motion.  The  honourable  momber  for  Avon 
had  said  he  had  done  this  very  work  for  £2,000 
less.  Those  who  had  supported  the  Govern- 
ment policy  in  the  main  as  to  public  works 
had  left  themselves  freo  to  object  to  votes  in 
detail. 

Mr.  MILLS  said  the  honourable  member  for 
Dunedin  South  hod,  as  he  often  did,  found  a 
"  mare's  nest."  The  action  that  had  been  de- 
termined on  with  regard  to  reduction  was  not 
as  to  the  departmental  estimates,  but  as  to  the 
loan  votes. 

Mr.  STUART-MENTEATH  would  remind 
the  House  that  they  were  now  making  large 
reductions  in  the  means  of  local  bodies,  and 
those  bodies  would  doubly  suiter  if,  in  addition, 
the  maintenance  of  arterial  roads  were  thrown 
on  them.  This  was  really,  in  his  opinion,  the 
only  class  of  votes  for  roads  that  the  House 
should  continue  to  pass.  In  many  parts  of  the 
colony  the  local  bodies  were  not  strong  enough 
to  keep  up  the  main  arterial  roads,  and  they 
would  be  still  less  able  now  that  subsidies 
and  other  assistance  were  reduced.  In  these 
circumstances,  if  the  maintenance  of  main 
arterial  roads  were  thrown  on  local  bodies  it 
would  cause  enormous  difficulty.  The  House 
might  reduce  the  votes  for  miscellaneous  roads 
and  works,  but  of  all  the  items  on  the  estimates 
tills  was  the  one  that  the  House  could  most 
legitimately  pass. 

Mr.  BRUCE  said  ho  moved  the  reduction 
based  on  the  local  information  supplied  by  the 
honourable  member  for  Greymoufh  and  the 
honourable  member  for  Avon.  The  country 
bad  decided  that  tliey  should  exercise  every 
possible  method  of  economy  before  additional 
taxation  was  placed  on  the  people. 

Mr.  GUINNESS  said  he  was  perfectly  satis- 
fied with  the  assurance  of  the  Minister  that  he 
would  consider  the  advisability  of  doing  this 
work  by  contract.  He  himself  thought  the 
work  could  be  done  for  considerably  less  than 
was  put  down  for  it ;  and  in  that  he  was  borne 
out  by  the  honourable  member  for  Avon,  who 
had  been  a  contractor  for  tho  maintenance  of 
the  rood. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  said  there  was  £1,500  down 
for  the  Oxford-Rotorua  Rood,  which,  he  under- 
stood, was  for  metalling.  Now,  traffic  on  that 
road  had  very  much  decreased,  owing  to  other 
means  of  communication,  and  possibly  a  con- 
siderable sum  could  be  saved  by  delaying  that 
work.  In  Wairarapa  they  had  often  to  delay 
metalling,  and  even  to  go  with  roads  un- 
metalled.  He  thought  they  should  save  wher- 
ever they  possibly  could. 

Mr.  MITOHELSON  said  the  honourable 
member  was  mistaken  when  he  stated  that  the 
Ur.Fish 


traffic  upon  this  road  had  decreased.  The  road 
itself  was  in  a  very  bad  state,  and  the  amonat 
asked  for  was  for  sending  it  as  far  as  the  money 
would  go  on  the  worst  parts  of  the  rood  throngh 
the  bush  ;  and  he  could  assure  hononiabla 
members  that  tho  road  was  a  most  nsefnl  one,  { 
and  was  used  a  great  deal  for  tourist- traffic. 

Mr.  ORIMMOND  said  tho  peculiarities  of 
tho  Hokitika-Christchuroh  Road  should  not 
be  forgotten.  It  ran  along  the  sides  of 
valleys  and  through  river-beds,  and  there 
were  often  large  slips  to  be  cleared,  and  a 
great  deal  of  new  construction  reqnired.  A 
contract  system  would  require  much  super- 
vision and  specification,  which  would  be  very 
expensive.  A  large  slip  had  to  be  often  cJeared 
in  a  short  time,  so  as  not  to  block  the  traffic 
He  hoped  the  vote  would  not  be  reduced,  for  it 
was  really  a  colonial  work. 

Mr.  BRUCE  said  those  who  complained  o< 
want  of  information  hod  the  same  informatioB 
as  he  had.  The  honourable  member  for  Avon 
had  put  all  the  information  in  a  few  words  by 
saying  he  had  maintained  the  road  for  a  little 
over  half  wliat  was  now  proposed.  This  in- 
stance showed  the  difiiculty  there  always  was 
in  getting  any  reduction  effected  in  the  esti- 
mates. 

Mr.  BLAKE  said  it  must  be  remembered 
there  might  be  a  lot  of  new  construction. 

Mr.  BRUCE  said,  if,  after  the  informotioa 
that  had  been  given  them  in  this  case,  a  reduc- 
tion could  not  beeSocted,  it  would  be  bopeleas 
to  expect  to  moke  a  reduction  in  any  case. 

Dr.  HODGKINSON  asked  what  was  the  use 
of  talking  about  retrenchment  if  they  were  not 
prepared  to  make  reductions.  The  fact  was, 
the  country  simply  had  not  the  money  to  spend. 
He  should  like  to  see  this  item  reduced  by 
£2,000. 

Mr.  O'CALLAGHAN  was  well  acquainted 
with  the  whole  of  this  road,  and  could  assure 
the  Committee  that,  if  its  maintenance  were  let 
to  a  contractor,  the  contractor  might  either 
make  a  very  good  thing  out  of  it  or  he  might 
be  involved  in  heavy  losses.  Sometimes  ther* 
were  heavy  landslips  to  be  cleared.  The  cir- 
cumstauces  were  such,  in  that  respect  and 
others,  that  it  was  necessary  to  put  down  a 
large  sum  to  provide  for  contingencies ;  and 
if  the  money  should  not  be  wanted  it  would 
not  be  spent.  He  thought  it  was  quite  right 
to  ask  for  this  amount,  for  it  was  possible 
every  pound  might  be  wanted,  though  it  was 
also  possible  that  much  less  would  be  enoagh 
if  it  was  a  fortunate  year.  Last  winter  there 
was  a  great  landslip,  when  hundreds  of  acres 
of  surface  slid  right  across  the  road,  sweep- 
ing it  into  the  nver-bed.  A  contractor  last 
year,  therefore,  would  have  made  a  heavy  loss ; 
but  such  a  thing  might  not  occur  again  for 
years,  and  so  if  a  contract  were  let  on  the  basis 
of  last  year's  expenditure  the  contractor  mi^t 
make  a  very  good  thing  of  it.  The  Committee 
should  remember  that  very  often  on  this  road 
totally  new  construction  was  required,  and  it 
was  quite  impossible  to  say  at  tho  beginning 
of  the  year  within  £1,000  how  much  actual 
maintenance  would  cost,  from  the  causes  ha  bod 
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stated.  Theie  had  been  £3,000  of  liabilitieg 
inonned  already,  through  the  damage  done  last 
vinter. 

Mi.  peacock  said  that,  acooiding  to  the 
statement  of  the  honourable  member  for  Bg- 
mont,  £3,800  would  be  sufficient,  -with  the 
liabilities  of  £1,130,  to  keep  this  road  in  repair, 
and  there  would  still  be  left  £1,200  for  tho 
four  months  to  the  end  of  March,  after  £1,000 
had  been  taken  off.  He  would  vote  for  the 
zeduction. 

Sir  J.  VOGEL  said  it  was  simply  waste  of 
time  to  talk  of  reducing  these  estimates,  as 
they  had  been  brought  down  by  the  Govern- 
ment after  mature  consideration.  Nine  months 
of  the  year  had  already  expired,  and  no  reduc- 
tion of  any  consequence  could  be  made  for  the 
next  three  months — none,  certainly,  which 
would  not  be  covered  by  the  unauthorised  ex- 
penditure which  the  Government  was  entitled 
to  incur.  There  were  a  few  stupid  boys  in  the 
House,  if  he  might  use  the  expression,  who 
thought  it  was  their  duty  to  spend  the  whole 
of  the  session  in  trying  to  give  eSect  to  their 
personal  feelings,  irrespective  of  considerations 
of  public  duty.  They  required  a  lesson  in 
public  duty.  When  they  had  on  opportunity 
of  reducing  the  estimates  by  limiting  the 
amount  oE  the  loan,  instead  of  taking  ad- 
vantage of  it  they  said  they  would  vote  for 
the  loan  and  would  reduce  tho  estimates. 
They  had,  however,  greatly  mistaken  their 
power,  and  they  would  find  every  day  they 
were  in  the  House  that  they  had  a  great  deal 
more  to  learn  than  to  teach.  He  would  rc- 
commond  those  who  had  voted  for  the  reduction 
of  the  loan,  and  whose  views  were  not  carried, 
to  support  the  Government  now  in  carrying 
the  estimates  as  they  stood,  which  covered 
only  the  necessary  expenditure  required  during 
the  next  three  months.  Any  person  of  experi- 
ence would  tell  the  young  gentlemen  to  whom 
he  had  referred  that  the  way  to  reduce  expendi- 
ture was  not  in  the  estimates,  but  in  voting  on 
broad  principles.  If  that  were  desired  there 
would  be  another  opportunity  when  the  Loan 
Bill  came  up  for  further  consideration ;  and  this 
was  not  the  time  to  attempt  it,  because  there 
was  no  opportunity  in  Committee  of  Supply  to 
consider  the  expenditure  for  the  next  three 
years,  or  even  for  the  next  three  months,  for, 
of  course,  these  estimates  were  based  on  the 
expenditure  which  had  already  been  going  on. 
The  proposals  of  the  Government  included  an 
expenditure  for  the  second  half  of  the  year  of 
£96,000  more  than  had  been  expended  in  the 
first  half ;  but  that,  no  doubt,  was  intended 
to  meet  unforeseen  expenses,  and  would  not 
be  expended  unless  the  Government  found  it 
absolutely  necessary. 

Mr.  LEVESTAM  did  not  think  the  fact  that 
the  work  could  be  done  more  cheaply  was  any 
reason  why  the  vote  should  be  reduced,  because 
the  Government  would  not  spend  the 'money 
unless  it  was  necessary.  He  was  astonished 
that  the  supporters  of  the  Government  were 
not  prepared  to  trnst  them  when  those  who  had 
opposed  them  were  ready  to  do  so. 

Mi.  MIIiLS  did  not  think  it  worth  while  to 


reply  to  the  remarks  of  the  honourable  member 
for  Christchurch  North  with  regard  to  young 
members.  The  action  which  the  younger 
members  proposed  to  take  was  in  reference  to 
the  schedule  of  the  Loan  Bill,  and  not  with 
regud  to  the  items  of  the  estimates. 

Captain  EUSSELL  would  like  to  ask  the 
Minister  for  Public  Works  why  he  had  ignored 
the  Palmerston-Woodville  Boad,  which  was  in  a 
similar  position  to  that  of  this  Christchuroh- 
Hokitika  Bood.  It  connected  two  systems  of 
railway,  and  was  in  a  very  dangerous  state; 
and  something  ought  to  be  done  to  repair  and 
widen  it,  for  there  was  a  daily-increasing  traf&o 
on  it. 

Mr.  BBUCE  said,  if  the  remarks  of  the 
honourable  member  for  Christchurch  North 
meant  anything  they  meant  that  these  esti- 
mates  should  be  passed  en  bloc.  He  had  the 
greatest  confidence  in  the  Ministry  that  they 
would  use  the  money  voted  in  the  best  way ; 
and,  as  the  Minister  for  Public  Works  had  given 
an  assurance  that  the  money  for  the  Christ- 
church-Hokitika  Boad  would  be  expended  in  a 
more  judicious  manner  than  it  had  been  in  the 
past,  lie  would  withdraw  his  amendment. 

Mr.  MITCHELSON  said  there  was  no  ana- 
logy between  the  Palmerston-Woodville  Road 
and  Christohuroh-Hokitika  Boad.  The  former 
ran  through  two  counties ;  and  the  latter  ran 
for  a  long  distance  through  unpopulated  coun- 
try, and  hod  hod  to  be  provided  for  out  of  either 
consolidated  revenue  or  loan  for  many  yean 
past. 

Mr.  SMITH  said  the  unfortunate  part  of  it 
was  that  the  longer  portion  of  the  Palmerston- 
Woodville  Bead  ran  through  the  Wairarapa 
North  County,  which  had  no  interest  in  it,  and 
would  do  nothing  for  it ;  so  that  a  heavy  toll 
had  to  be  put  on  it.  It  was  in  a  very  bad  state, 
and  was  too  narrow ;  and  it  was  entitled  to  just 
OS  much  consideration  as  any  other  road  on  the 
schedule.  There  were  no  rates  to  keep  the  road 
in  repair,  and  it  was  much  more  used  by  travel- 
lers from  one  part  of  the  colony  to  another  than 
by  the  people  in  the  immediate  vicinity,  so  that 
the  local  authorities  had  not  so  much  interest 
in  it  as  thoy  would  otherwise  have.  He  was  not 
going  to  oppose  any  of  the  votes,  for  that  was 
not  the  time  to  make  reductions,  seeing  that 
the  Loan  Bill  had  been  agreed  to. 

Mr.  SEDDON  had  voted  for  the  second  read- 
ing of  the  Loan  Bill  because,  as  he  hod  said 
at  the  beginning  of  the  session,  while  there 
was  so  much  depression  in  the  colony  it  was 
inadvisable  to  cut  down  the  public  expenditure 
to  the  extent  which  many  honourable  members 
advocated.  Nine  months  of  the  year  had  gone 
by,  and  works  were  in  hand  which  must  be 
completed  to  a  paying  point ;  and  it  would  be 
doing  wrong  not  to  give  the  supply  which  the 
Government  asked  for.  For  that  reason  he 
should  vote  against  the  proposed  reductions, 
reserving  the  right  to  vote  against  all  redac- 
tions exbept  in  the  cose  of  new  works.  As 
to  the  particular  road  under  discussion,  it  was 
a  provincial  liability,  and  it  was  as  much  the 
duty  of  the  colony  to  keep  this  road  in  order  as 
it  was  to  inn  railways  in  other  parts  of  the 
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oolony.  The  people  on  the  West  Coast  had  no 
mlways,  and  they  might  reasonably  expect  the 
Government  to  maintain  a  road  such  as  this, 
which  had  been  and  still  was  used  largely  for 
the  conveyance  of  mails  from  Australia  re- 
ceived by  way  of  the  West  Coast,  and  for  the 
conveyance  of  all  inland  mails  between  the 
East  and  West  Coasts.  As  to  the  suggestion 
of  the  honourable  member  for  Oreymouth,  all 
experience  showed  that  it  was  practically  im- 
possible to  maintain  such  roads  as  these  by 
contract ;  it  was  much  cheaper  to  do  it  by  day- 
labour,  and  much  more  satisfactory.  The 
Greymouth  County  Council,  of  which  the 
honourable  gentleman  was  a  member,  had 
tried  maintenance  of  roads  by  contract,  and 
had  last  year  given  it  up. 

Sir  G.  GREY  said  that  ever  since  he  had 
been  in  the  House  he  had  supported  votes  for 
the  maintenance  of  this  road  ;  for  he  believed 
it  was  one  of  the  most  important  roads  in  the 
colony — that  it  was  essentially  a  colonial  road, 
and  one  which  the  local  bodies  would  not  be 
able  to  maintain.  The  Government  ought  to 
be  placed  in  possession  of  funds  sufficient  to 
enable  them  to  keep  the  road  open  in  case  of 
such  misfortunes  as  landslips.' 

Mr.  B.  H.  J.  BEEVES  had  no  objection  to 
the  vote  for  this  road,  which  he  thought  was 
necessary,  but  thought  there  was  reason  fir 
complaint  that  the  Government  had  not  made 
more  liberal  provision  for  the  maintenance  of  a 
far  more  important  road  than  this  one — that 
from  Nelson  to  Greymouth  vi&  Beefton  and 
Lyell.  It  was  not  only  a  more  important  road, 
but  there  was  more  mileage  on  it. 

Sir  J.  VOGEL  said  that,  as  the  Government, 
apparently,  were  going  to  have  great  opposition 
from  the  honourable  member  for  Port  Chalmers 
and  bis  friends,  he  might  inform  them  that 
they  could  have,  from  his  side  of  the  House, 
sufiicient  weight  of  numbers  to  carry  the  esti- 
mates without  sacrificing  any  votes  that  they 
deemed  necessary  to  meet  expenditure  con- 
tracted for. 

Mr.  KEBB  sud  that  most  important  roads 
in  his  district  had  only  received  enough  to 
cover  liabilities,  and,  taking  the  district  as  a 
whole,  it  was  £28  to  the  bad.  Ho  did  not 
know  how  the  estimates  had  been  prepared, 
but  it  seemed  to  him  that  he  had  been  very 
badly  treated,  whether  consideration  hod  been 
given  to  "  party  "  or  not. 

Mr.  MITCHELSON  replied  that  in  the  pre- 
paration of  these  estimates  parties  were  not 
considered. 

Mr.  Bruoe's  amendment  withdrawn. 

Mr.  WABD  believed  that  the  estimates  had 
been  made  up  quite  irrespective  of  party ;  but 
he  could  not  help  saying  that,  so  far  as  the 
Southland  District  was  concerned,  there  had 
been  apparently  a  great  want  of  attention  to 
the  requirements  of  the  district.  For  roads  in 
the  Southland  District  comparatively  nothing 
had  been  placed  on  the  estimates.  In  Seaward 
Bush  there  were  a  number  of  deferred-payment 
settlers  who  had  no  means  of  getting  from  the 
locality  to  the  main  road,  and  he  hoped  that  in 
the  supplementary  estimates  the  Minister  for 
Mr.  Seddon 


Pnblio  Works  would  make  provision  for  afiotd- 
ing  these  settlers  tiie  necessary  means  of  com- 
munication. 

Mr.  BEETHAM  hoped  that  in  the  supple- 
mentary estimates  the  Wellington  Distziet 
would  receive  some  consideration,  as  there  was 
not  one  sixpence  down  in  the  estimates  for 
main  roads,  and  it  was  well  known  that  a 
larger  amount  of  settlement  was  going  on  in 
the  Wellington  District  than  in  any  other  dis- 
trict of  the  colony. 

Mr.  MABOHANT  thought  the  Minister  for 
Public  Works 'should  also  make  provisi'ui  in 
the  supplementary  estimates  for  the  District  of 
Taranaki. 

Mr.  TAYLOB  would  ask  the  Minister  for 
Public  Works  to  place  on  the  supplementary 
estimates  the  sum  of  £5,000  to  assist  the 
Sydenham  Borough  Council  in  purchasing  a 
reserve,  which  was  absolutely  required  for  the 
people  there. 

Mr.  B.  THOMPSON  said  that,  although  the 
Auckland  members  were  supporters  of  the  Go- 
vernment, not  a  shilling  was  put  down  for 
roads  north  of  Auckland.  What  appeared  aa 
the  estimates  was  for  liabilities. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  there  was  a  sum  of 
£34,000  for  village-settlement  in  the  Aackland 
District. 

Sir  J.  VOGEL  hoped  that  the  Minister  for 
Public  Works  would  not  forget  the  Sumner 
Bailway  in  his  supplementary  estimates. 

Vote,  £18,650,  agreed  to. 

Miscellaneous  roads  and  bridges,  £34,500. 

Mr.  TANNER  thought  that  a  little  explana- 
tion was  due  from  the  Minister  for  Public 
Works  as  to  the  items  under  this  head.  The 
remark  that  supporters  of  the  Government  were 
better  served  than  the  opponents  of  the  Go- 
vernment was  altogether  refuted  by  the  figures 
appearing  under  this  head  ;  and  the  honourable 
member  for  Motueka  ought  to  have  been  the 
last  to  complain,  as  there  was  £33,000  down  for 
the  Nelson  District,  and  only  £50  for  Hawke's 
Bay. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  the  honourable  gentle- 
man was  putting  six  provincial  districts  to- 
gether. 

Mr.  TANNEB  would  prefer  to  have  an  ex- 
planation of  the  items  from  the  Minister  for 
Public  Works. 

Mr.  MITCHELSON  said  that  the  liabilities 
for  works  in  the  Nelson  District  amounted 
very  nearly  to  the  total  sum  asked  for. 

Mr.  KEBB  said  if  the  honourable  member 
for  Waipawa  examined  the  items  more  closely 
he  would  see  there  was  nothing  whatever  for 
Nelson  proper ;  it  was  for  the  West  Coast  mostly, 
and  other  districts  next  to  Nelson. 

Mr.  STUABT-MENTEATH  said  it  was  gene- 
rally impossible  for  the  merits  of  works  in  par- 
ticular districts  to  be  understood  by  honoaiaUe 
members  coming  from  other  parts  of  the  colony, 
and  he  thought,  therefore,  the  only  practical 
thing  for  the  Committee  to  do  was  to  intimate 
that  it  was  inexpedient  that  the  Government  of 
the  country  should  continue  to  be  endowed  with 
this  power  of  corrupting  the  political  feelings 
of  the  oonntty  by  the  votes  under  the  heading 
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of  "  Miscellaneous  Roads  and  Works."  With 
a  view  to  testing  the  opinion  of  the  Committee 
in  this  respect,  and  at  the  same  time  not 
embtbirassing  the  Oovemment,  he  would  move, 
That  this  vote  be  reduced  by  £600.  That 
seemed  a  email  Bum,  but  it  would  be  noticed 
that  the  liabilities  in  this  item  nearly  equalled 
the  vote.  This  vote  gave  opportimities  for  a 
laige  waste  of  money  throu^out  the  country, 
and  he  had  himself  seen  large  wooden  bridges 
erected  by  the  Oovemment  in  districts  where  it 
'was  impossible  for  the  local  bodies  to  main- 
tain them  :  and  they  would  be  still  less  able 
now  with  their  reduced  means.  Now  that  the 
colony  would  so  soon  have  to  entirely  depend 
on  its  own  resources,  the  Oovemment  should 
not  be  allowed  to  squander  money  all  over  the 
country  under  this  vote  in  places  where  roads 
and  bridges  were  not  required,  but  where  the 
money  was  spent  merely  to  conciliate  political 
support.  He  took  it  that  it  was  one  of  the 
most  vital  questions  that  could  come  before 
them,  this  question  of  putting  a  stop  once  for 
all  to  this  waste  of  money  throughout  the 
country :  a  very  large  portion  of  it  was  nothing 
but  pure  waste.  He  hoped  the  Committee 
would  make  the  reduction  he  proposed,  simply 
as  an  intimation  to  the  Government  that  this 
class  of  vote  should  cease  to  disfigure  and  dis- 
grace the  estimates. 

Mr.  MITCHELSON  said  the  liabilities  so 
nearly  equalled  the  vote  that  a  reduction  of 
£500  could  not  be  made.  He  must  again  re- 
qnest  honourable  members  to  besbr  in  mind 
that  nearly  nine  months  of  the  present  finan- 
cial year  had  expired. 

Mr.  STU  ART-MENTEATH  said,  in  that  case 
be  would  simply  propose  to  reduce  the  vote  by 
£1,  to  test  the  feeling  of  the  House. 

Mr.  O'CONOR  said  there  was  not  a  single 
item  on  the  estimates  for  the  district  he  repre- 
sented :  indeed,  in  one  case  there  was  a  lia- 
bility of  £500,  which  it  was  not  proposed  to 
meet.  He  would  call  attention  to  the  utter 
insuiBciency  of  the  provision  made  for  main- 
taining the  main  road  between  Nelson  and  the 
West  Coast.  The  Government  were  sweeping 
away  the  revenue  that  had  accrued  to  the  local 
bodies  under  the  Crown  and  Native  Lands 
Bating  Act,  and  thoy  were  leeiiving  his  dis- 
trict— which  was  mostly  unsettled  and  unin- 
habited— without  any  provision  whatever  for 
opening  up  new  land  for  settlement  or  mining. 
In  the  present  state  of  afiairs  it  was  not  wise 
that  the  Government  should  spend  so  much  of 
the  public-works  money  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
towns,  instead  of  devoting  it  to  the  encourage- 
ment of  gold-mining,  and  to  settling  people  on 
the  lands.  In  fact,  he  would  sooner  see  the 
system  of  railway  -  construction  discontinued, 
and  the  money  devoted  to  these  purposes. 

Mr.  KERB  would  like  to  point  out  that  the 
honourable  member  for  the  BuUer  ought  not  to 
complain,  as  there  was  £4,208  for  roads  in  his 
district. 

Mr.  O'CONOR  said  that  nearly  all  that 
money  was  lor  works  which  were  already 
nnder  contract ;  and  he  might  very  well  com- 


plain that  the  Government  had  not  done  justice 
to  his  district. 

Mr.  Stuart -Menteath's  amendment  with- 
drawn. 

Vote,  £34,500,  agreed  to. 

Grants  in  aid,  £72,600,  agreed  to. 

Roads  to  open  up  land  before  sale,  £60,000, 
agreed  to. 

Village  special  settlements,  £23,000,  agreed 
to. 

Roads  on  goldfields,  £31,000,  agreed  to. 

Class  V. 
Waterworks  on  goldfields,  £1,200,  agreed  to. 

CiiASS  in. — Railways. 
New  Plymouth-Foxton,  £1,200,  agreed  to. 
Wellington-Foxton,  £500,  agreed  to. 
Hurunui  northwards,  £100,  agreed  to. 
Springfield  Branch,  £900,  agreed  to. 
Lincohi-Little  River,  £800,  agreed  to. 

Class  VI. 
Purchase  of  Native  lands,  £1,000,  agreed  to. 

Class  VII. 
Telegraph  extension,  £20,100,  agreed  to. 

Class  VIII. — Public  Buildinos. 

Parliament  Buildings,  £100. 

Dr.  NEWMAN  wanted  to  know  what  this 
£100  was  for. 

Mr.  MITCHELSON  said  it  vras  to  pay  ex- 
penses in  connection  with  the  proposed  erec- 
tion of  a  new  library,  which,  however,  had  not 
been  proceeded  with,  and  it  was  not  intended 
to  proceed  with  it  this  year. 

Dr.  NEWMAN  said  this  was  a  striking  in- 
stance of  the  miserable  waste  of  money  which 
sometimes  went  on  in  the  colony.  The  House 
by  a  unanimous  vote  had  decided  to  have  a 
brick  library  erected.  The  plans  were  approved ; 
large  holes  were  dug  to  find  bottom  for  the 
foundations ;  tenders  were  advertised  for  and 
received ;  and  then  the  vote  was  allowed  to 
lapse  in  spite  of  the  will  of  Parliament.  He 
wished  to  protest  against  votes  being  solemnly 
passed  by  the  House,  and  the  expenditure 
being  left  to  the  whim  of  the  Minister  for  the 
time  being.  He  thought  something  should  be 
added  to  the  Appropriation  Act  making  it 
necessary  for  the  Ministry  to  expend  votes, 
instead  of  leaving  it  to  them  to  determine 
whether  they  would  or  would  not  carry  out  the 
will  of  the  House. 

Mr.  WALKER  thought  it  was  rather  comical 
to  find  the  honourable  member  for  Thomdon 
taking  the  Parliament  Buildings  under  his 
wing.  If  ever  a  vote  wtw  passed  in  a  hurry 
and  without  due  consideration  it  was  the  par- 
ticular vote  to  which  the  honourable  member 
referred.  Fortunately  there  were  sometimes 
appeals  from  Philip  drunk  to  Philip  sober, 
and,  though  the  vote  was  passed  while  the 
House  was  in  a  state  of  temporary  exhilaration, 
after  a  period  of  reflection  the  House  delibe- 
rately determined  that  the  vote  should  not  be 
expended.  The  majority  of  the  House  was 
exceedingly  glad  that  it  was  not  expended,  for 
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it  would  have  been  an  uttei  waste  of  money, 
and  would  have  meant  the  breaking-up  of  all 
those  pleasant  associations  that  honourable 
members  connected  with  the  library  as  an 
adjunct  to  the  House.  He  would  be  glad  to 
see  a  proper  library  erected  alongside  the  cor- 
ridor fit  for  the  reception  of  the  splendid  col- 
lection of  books  which  Parliament  possessed, 
but  he  would  be  sorry  to  see  sixpence  expended 
after  the  manner  proposed  by  that  Committee 
of  which  the  honourable  member  for  Ihomdon 
was  a  prominent  member. 

Vote,  £100,  agreed  to. 

General  departmental  offices,  £19,800. 

Mr.  O'CALLAGHAN  asked  what  would  be 
the  additional  cost  for  completing  the  printing 
office  beyond  the  amount  set  down  in  these 

Act  1^1  yT\  IL^OQ 

Mr.  HITCHELSON  said  another  £5,000 
would  bo  required  over  and  above  the  amount 
appropriated  last  year,  making,  in  all,  £16,800 
for  building  and  machinery. 

Mr.  SEDDON  would  support  this  vote  very 
heartily  if  part  of  it  were  to  be  spent  in  pulling 
down  the  partitions  in  the  Government  Build- 
ings, so  as  to  allow  a  better  supervision  over 
the  persons  employed  there.  No  bank  or  in- 
surance ofSce  put  its  employes  into  little  rabbit- 
warrens,  where  each  could  do  as  he  pleased. 
The  buildings  he  referred  to  seemed  expressly 
designed  for  the  purpose  to  which  they  had 
been  put.  The  lack  of  facilities  for  supervision 
enabled  some  men  to  do  little  or  no  work,  while 
others  had  to  work  day  and  night.  There  would 
be  a  great  saving  if  the  suggestion  he  had 
thrown  out  were  taken  advantage  of. 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE  said  that,  although  the 
vote  was  for  £19,000,  the  estimates  seemed  to 
commit  the  House  to  an  expenditure  of 
£87,000,  and  he  would  like  to  know  where  the 
money  was  to  be  spent,  because  wherever  he 
went  the  public  buildings  seemed  to  bo  ample 
for  all  requirements. 

Mr.  PERCEVAL  said  it  seemed  to  him  they 
were  about  to  enter  upon  an  undertaking  that 
would  cost  £20,000,  of  which  the  sum  of  £3,000 
was  to  be  expended  during  the  present  year. 
They  should  know  what  the  character  of  this 
work  was. 

Mr.  MITCHELSON  replied  that  the  build- 
ing was  to  provide  office  accommodation  for 
the  Customhouse,  Public  Works  and  Survey 
Departments,  and  offices  for  the  Official  As- 
signee. OChe  rents  now  paid  for  these  offices  in 
Auckland  amounted  to  a  very  great  deal  more 
than  the  interest  would  come  to  on  the  sum 
required  for  the  construction  of  the  proposed 
building,  besides  giving  to  the  citizens  of  Auck- 
land greater  facilities  by  having  the  whole  of 
the  departmental  offices  near  the  wharf,  and  in 
the  prmcipal  business  part  of  the  city. 

Mr.  FISH  thought  a  great  deal  more  infor- 
mation was  required  about  this  matter.  The 
sum  might  have  been  on  the  estimates  before, 
but  that  was  no  reason  why  this  work  should 
be  undertaken  in  a  time  of  depression.  It 
appeared  that  this  was  an  instalment  of  an  ex- 
penditure of  £20,000,  and,  as  they  were  de- 
creasing salaries  and  cutting  down  expenditure 
Kr.  WaXker 


in  all  directions,  it  appeared  to  him  this  woik 
should  not  be  gone  on  with ;  and,  in  saying  so, 
he  was  not  taking  a  provincial  view  of  the 
matter,  for  had  the  vote  for  such  a  porpoEe 
been  for  Otago  he  would  have  opposed  it  nnder 
present  circumstances.  He  hoped  the  House 
would  unite  in  striking  out  this  item. 

Mr.  PEACOCK  said  the  House  should  beat 
in  mind  that  there  was  a  great  want  of  proper 
office-accommodation  in  Auckland,  and  that 
tenders  had  actually  been  received  last  year; 
but,  as  they  were  slightly  in  excess  of  the 
amount  voted,  they  were  not  accepted,  and  the 
specifications  had  been  altered  so  as  to  come 
within  the  scope  of  the  vote. 

Mr.  O'CALLAGHAN  thought  that  this  vote 
was  unnecessary  and  extravagant,  and  should 
be  struck  off.  If  the  buildings  had  served  for  six 
or  seven  years,  this  was  not  a  time  to  commenca 
a  large  expenditure  of  that  kind.  He  moved. 
That  the  amount,  £8,000,  be  struck  out. 

Mr.  KERB  was  of  opinion  that  a  time  of  de- 
pression was  the  proper  time  to  have  a  building 
constructed,  if  the  building  was  wanted.  As  a 
matter  of  fact,  they  were  losing  money  by  pay- 
ing high  rentals  amounting  to  a  much  greater 
sum  than  the  interest  on  the  proposed  expendi- 
ture would  be. 

Mr.  T.  THOMPSON  hoped  the  vote  would 
not  be  struck  out.  The  Customs  Department 
at  Auckland  carried  on  business  in  a  very  un- 
suitable building,  for, which  a  rental  of  £500  a 
year  was  paid.  Not  only  had  the  money  for 
this  purpose  been  authorised  tlie  previous  year, 
but  the  tender  and  deposit  were  actually  held 
over  by  the  Government,  because  the  tender 
exceeded  the  amount  voted. 

Mr.  SEDDON  hoped  that  the  vote  would  be 
passed,  and  that  in  the  morning  the  Minister 
for  Public  Works  would  announce  that  the 
Government  had  acc.epted  the  tender.  The 
depression  was  very  much  felt  at  Auckland; 
bricklayers  were  at  work  on  the  gumfields,  and 
some  were  in  the  ranks  of  the  "  unemployed  ;" 
and  this  work  would  provide  means  of  employ- 
ment which  would  be  of  advantage  to  the  State. 
He  thought  they  should  do  anything  they  could 
to  relieve  the  depression,  and  would  remaxk,  as 
a  South  Island  member,  that  Auckland  was 
worse  oS  for  public  buildings  than  any  other 
part  of  the  colony. 

Mr.  FISH  thought  they  should  get  a  very 
substantial  building  for  a  rental  of  £500  per 
annum,  and  if  the  one  now  rented  was  not 
suitable  for  the  Customs  Depshrtment  the  Go- 
vernment were  paying  a  great  deal  too  much 
for  it.  The  argument  that  in  erecting  this 
building  they  would  find  work  for  the  "  unem- 
ployed "  was  all  very  well,  but  it  could  not  fairly  ' 
be  applied  unless  its  application  were  made 
general  and  similar  works  were  carried  on  in 
all  parts  of  the  colony.  Then,  the  interest  on 
the  proposed  expenditure  for  these  buildings 
would  amount  not  to  £500  per  annum,  but  to 
at  least  £1,000.  He  should  oppose  these  pro- 
posals as  unjustifiable  in  the  present  state  of  the 
colony;  and  he  would  vote  against  the  item  fair 
the  building  of  a  doctor's  residence  at  Seacliff, 
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on  the  same  principle  that  he  now  opposed  this 
one. 

Mr.  MOSS  said  that  it  was  not  a  bnilding 
that  was  rented  for  the  Customs  Department, 
but  simplr  the  upper  storey  of  a  bonded  store. 
The  building  proposed  was  not  merely  for  the 
Customs  Department,  but  for  other  depart- 
ments. 

Mr.  SAMUEL  considered  that  it  was  a  piece 
of  gross  folly  to  go  on  year  after  year  spending 
large  amounts  on  public  buildings  in  the  cities 
when  for  want  of  roads  the  settlement  of  the 
country  was  being  retarded.  The  representa- 
tives of  the  towns  should  be  above  these  merely 
local  views,  and  endeavour  to  have  the  coimtry 
opened  up,  and  to  bring  about  the  prosperity 
of  the  colony.  That  would  bo  of  much  greater 
benefic  than  the  spending  of  thousands  of 
pounds  upon  public  buildings. 

Sir  3.  VOGEL  said  it  did  seem  to  him  an 
absurdity  to  cavil  over  the  cost  of  a  building 
which  was  absolutely  required  for  public  pur- 
poses in  the  City  of  Auckland,  and  it  was  false 
economy  not  to  erect  a  building  of  sufficient 
capacity  for  the  near  future  as  well  as  present 
requirements. 

Mr.  KELLY  said  the  present  Customhouse 
-was  a  disgrace  to  the  City  of  Auckland,  and  he 
hoped  the  honourable  member  would  withdraw 
iua  motion  to  strike  out  this  item. 

Mr.  O'CALLAGHAN  did  not  intend  to  with- 
draw his  motion,  and  he  would  take  exactly  the 
same  course  if  the  item  related  to  Christcharch 
or  Dunedin.  During  the  elections  honourable 
members  declared  that  they  would  vote  for 
retrenchment  in  the  expenditure  upon  public 
buildings,  and  he  hoped  they  would  not  so 
soon  fotget  their 'promises. 

Mr.  MILLS  said  that,  although  he  shared 
the  disposition  of  the  honourable  member  for 
Lincoln  to  curtail  expenditure  in  this  direc- 
tion OS  much  as  possible,  still  he  thought  the 
Committee  ought  to  support  the  erection  of 
this  building  in  Auckland.  In  respect  of  its 
Customhouse  that  city  compared  very  un- 
favourably with  other  cities  in  the  colony,  and 
be  would  support  the  vote. 

Mr.  MABCHANT  contended  that  money 
ought  only  to  be  borrowed  for  the  purpose  of 
promoting  settlement,  and  it  was  altogether 
wrong  to  spend  loan-money  in  the  erection  of 
expensive  public  buildings. 

Mr.  GOLDIE  maintained  that  these  build- 
ings were  really  required ;  and  there  were  num- 
bers of  skilled  mechanics  who  wanted  work, 
and  if  they  could  not  get  it  they  would  go  out 
of  the  colony.  It  would  be  a  saving  to  the 
comitry  to  keep  these  mechanics  here  for  a 
year  or  two,  ontil  Protection  was  introduced, 
when  they  would  have  no  difficulty  in  finding 
employment. 

Mr.  WABD  thought  that  Auckland  should 
receive  fair  consideration  at  the  hands  of 
the  Committee.  Wellington,  Christchurch, 
Oamaru,  Timaru,  Dunedin,  and  Invercugill 
each  had  had  large  sums  expended  on  public 
buildings,  and  Auckland  had  not  had  its  share 


of  expenditure  in  this  direction.  He  would 
like  to  hear  the  views  of  the  Premier  on  the 
subject. 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE  objected  to  the  argu- 
ment that  all  this  money  should  be  spent  for 
the  purpose  of  finding  work  for  the  "  unem- 
ployed." If  these  buildings  were  required  for 
the  public  service  they  should  be  erected,  but 
not  otherwise.  He  thought  that  £12,000  would 
erect  a  building  that  would  answer  all  pur- 

foses,  and  therefore  the  vote  could  be  reduced 
y  £5,000. 

Mr.  PITZHERBERT  would  like  to  see  this 
vote  pass  if  the  country  could  afford  it ;  but  ha 
did  not  see  how  it  could  do  so.  Considering  all 
the  circumstances,  he  did  not  feel  inclined  to 
vote  away  this  large  sum  of  money. 

Major  ATKINSON  said  that  no  doubt  a 
very  large  amount  of  public  money  had  been 
wasted  in  public  buildings  throughout  the 
country  ;  but  every  one  who  knew  the  require- 
ments of  Auckland  wm  perfectly  aware  that 
this  bnilding  was  very  much  needed.  He 
thought  they  could  afford  to  do  whatever  was 
necessary,  and  they  would  be  wise  to  erect  tliia 
building,  because  it  was  required  in  the  in- 
terests of  the  public  service.  The  Survey 
Office  and  a  large  number  of  valuable  plana 
were  now  in  an  old  tumble-down  wooden  house, 
where  Parliament  used  to  meet  thirty  years 
ago  ;  and,  when  they  bore  in  mind  the  large 
number  of  taxpayers  in  Auckland  who  would 
be  interested  and  convenienced  in  these  new 
buildings  every  day,  he  thought  a  good  case 
was  mode  out  lor  their  erection. 

Dr.  FITCHETT  said  as  ha  had  no  personal 
knowledge  on  the  subject  he  should  support 
the  vote  simply  because  it  had  been  put  on  tha 
estimates  by  the  Government.  He  could  not 
presume  to  criticize  it.  It  seemed  to  him 
the  proper  attitude  for  a  member  who  hod 
no  knowledge  of  the  subject  to  rely  on  the 
knowledge  of  the  Ministry,  who  were  the  re- 
sponsible persons.  It  hod  been  said  that  this 
vote  involved  a  sheer  waste  of  money ;  but  tha 
Minister  had  shown  that,  as  compared  with  the 
rent  that  now  had  to  be  paid  for  hired  build- 
ings, there  would  be  an  actual  saving  —  tha 
interest  on  the  cost  would  not  be  so  much 
as  the  rent  now  paid.  The  work  would  give  em- 
ployment, and  it  would  effect  a  saving  to  the 
country ;  and  these  reasons  were  quite  sufficient 
to  justify  the  Committee  in  passing  the  vote. 

The  House  divided  on  the  question,  "  That 
the  item,  '  Departmental  buildings,  Auckland, 
£3,000,'  be  omitted." 
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Majority  against,  20. 

Item  retained. 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE  moved,  That  the  item  be 
reduced  by  £1,000.  He  wanted  the  Minister  to 
pledge  himself  that  the  building  should  not  cost 
more  than  £12,000.  They  could  get  a  building- 
ample  for  all  the  requireraents  in  Auckland  for 
that  sum. 

Mr.  PISH  said  it  was  last  year  proposed  this 
building  should  cost  £12,000,  and  now  it  was 
£17 ,000,  which  meant  £20,000.  That  was  shame- 
ful extravagance.  The  Premier  said  these  were 
days  of  retrenchment  and  we  must  pinch  and 
pinch ;  yet  he  was  entirely  inconsistent  in  sup- 
porting such  extravagance  as  this.  If  it  had 
not  been  for  the  extravagance  of  the  last  Go- 
vernment he  (Mr.  Fish)  was  certain  that  several 
works  for  which  large  sums  were  now  asked 
would  not  have  been  begun.  If  any  building 
at  all  was  required  in  Auckland,  they  could 
surely  get  one  that  would  answer  all  purposes 
for  £6,000  or  £7,000.  They  did  not  want  a  lot 
of  waste  in  ornamentation,  of  which  there  had 
been  so  much  in  our  public  buildings  ;  and,  as 
a  practical  man  having  some  experience  in 
these  matters,  he  knew  that  a  commodious  and 
substantial  building  could  be  got  for  £7,000  or 
so.  He  must  make  a  final  protest  against  this 
vote. 

Mr.  SAMUEL  hojsed  the  reduction  would  be 
carried,  and  he  quite  agreed  with  what  the 
honourable  member  for  Dnnedin  South  had 
said.  This  proved  the  insincerity  of  the  Go- 
vernment in  claiming  to  be  desirous  of  effect- 
ing retrenchment.  The  honourable  member 
for  Auckland  West  had  shown  plainly  the 
object  of  the  vote — it  was  to  provide  work  for 
the  Auckland  "  unemployed."  It  was  all  very 
well  for  other  honourable  members  to  say  "  No," 
but  that  had  been  stated  freely  and  candidly. 
There  had  been  a  great  talk  about  determined 
retrenchment,  but  here  were  votes  put  on  to  give 
members  a  little  popularity  in  their  districts ; 
iajid  by  these  votes  members  and  the  Govern- 
ment were  alike  showing  their  insincerity  in 
their  retrenchment  talk.  He  hoped  the  vote 
would  be  reduced  by  £1,000,  at  any  rate,  to 
show  that  there  was  some  sincerity  in  the  de- 
mand for  retrenchment,  and  that  they  were  not 
all  prepared  to  be  slaves  to  carry  at  the  bidding 


of  the  Government  votes  to  enable  them  to 
secure  political  support. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  that  if  the  Stout- Vogel 
Government  had  remained  in  office  the  hononr- 
able  members  for  New  Plymouth,  Waihemo, 
and  Dunedin  South  would  have  been  found 
supporting  this  vote.  The  £12,000  had  been 
found  not  to  be  sufficient.  Tenders  had  been 
called  for,  and  had  remained  for  five  months  in 
the  hands  of  the  Government,  as  it  was  found 
that  the  building  could  not  be  constructed 
for  the  Architect's  estimate.  It  was  necessary, 
in  regard  to  all  Government  buildings,  to  look 
a  little  ahead  and  erect  buildings  rather  larger 
than  were  required  for  immediate  purposes. 
That  was  a  much  better  plan  than  to  put  up 
small  buildings  now,  and  have  to  patch  and 
extend  them  afterwards.  He  would  vote  for 
the  item. 

Sir  3.  VOGEL  might  say  that  the  require- 
ments for  each  of  the  departments  had  been 
estimated  in  connection  with  these  buildings. 
The  Architect  was  of  opinion  that  they  could 
be  completed  for  about  £12,000 ;  but  on 
calling  for  tenders  it  was  found  that  they 
would  cost  £17,000.  That  was  only  partly  the 
fault  of  the  Architect,  because  it  turned  out 
that  mistaken  information  hod  been  given  as 
to  what  the  nature  of  the  foundation  was. 
There  was  a  very  analogous  cose  as  regarded 
seeking  for  too  much  cheapness  in  the  Welling- 
ton Post-office.  The  Government  had  fixed 
upon  an  arbitrary  sum  for  that  building,  and, 
when  the  plans  could  not  be  carried  out  for  the 
sum,  the  Architect  was  called  upon  to  reduce 
the  cost.  The  result  was  that,  through  the  re- 
moval of  the  party-walls,  which  was  a  portion 
of  the  reduction,  the  building  was  burnt 
down :  and,  indeed,  it  was  almost  a  providence 
that  it  was  burnt,  or  a  much  more  serious 
accident  might  have  occurred,  for  the  building 
might  have  collapsed  when  all  the  Post  Office 
clerks  were  engaged  in  it.  It  had  also  turned 
out  that,  for  cheapness'  sake,  the  upper  part  of 
the  tower  was  mode  of  wood ;  and  the  result, 
very  probably,  would  have  been  that,  in  a  heavy 
wind,  with  the  elasticity  of  the  wood,  and  its 
enormous  levorage-power,  the  tower  would  have 
tumbled  in,  and  carried  a  great  portion  of  the 
building  vrith  it.  He  did  not  believe  in  "  tinker- 
ing "  with  these  buildings.  The  design  for  the 
Auckland  building  was  an  excellent  one,  and  if 
any  reduction  were  msule  in  the  cost  which 
would  affect  the  strength  of  the  building  he 
would  object.  As  for  ihe  accommodation,  the 
officers  of  the  department  were  called  upon  to 
say  what  accommodation  they  wanted,  not  for 
the  present  time,  but  for  the  near  future, 
and  the  design  was  made  accordingly.  It  waa 
utterly  absurd,  for  the  sake  of  £4,000  or  £5,000, 
either  to  throw  on  the  future  the  necessity  of 
putting  up  another  building,  or  to  put  up  on 
unsatisfactory  building  now.  Therefore  be 
could  not  support  the  amendment. 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE  said  the  arguments  of  the 
honourable  member  for  Christchnrch  North 
showed  that  the  architects  employed  by  the 
colony  were  not  competent  to  do  their  work. 
The  honourable  gentleman  said  that  it  WM  a 
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good  thing  that  the  Wellington  Post-office  was 
burned  down,  or  a  worse  accident  would  have 
happened;  and  that  showed  that  the  archi- 
tects had  not  done  their  work  properly. 

Sir  J.  VOGEL  would  like  to  explain  that  he 
-was  yery  much  misinformed  if  it  was  not  the 
Minister  who  went  through  every  item  of  the 
reductions  in  that  building. 

Mr.  J.  Mckenzie  thought,  notwithstand- 
ing all  this,  that  £12,000  ought  to  be  sufficient 
to  erect  the  Auckland  bnildmg,  and  he  would 
press  his  motion  to  a  division. 

Mr.  MARCHANT  dissented  altogether  from 
the  principle  that  they  ought  to  put  up  build- 
ings much  larger  than  were  required  at  the 
present  time.  What  would  be  thought  of  a 
farmer  who,  when  he  was  poor  and  struggling, 
put  up  a  residence  suitable  to  the  condition  in 
which  he  would  be  in  ten  or  twelve  years' 
time  ?  He  would  simply  be  called  a  madman  ; 
and  yet  that  was  what  they  were  supposed  to 
do  in  the  case  of  these  public  buildings.  He 
would  vote  for  the  reduction. 

Mr.  O'CALLAGHAN  would  like  the  Com- 
mittee to  understand  that,  if  they  did  not  cut 
this  vote  down,  there  was  not  the  smallest 
chance  of  their  cutting  down  any  vote  on  the 
estimates,  as  this  was  a  most  suitable  one  to 
reduce. 

The  Committee  divided  on  the  question, 
"  That  the  item  be  reduced  by  £1,000." 

Ayes,  83. 
Allen  Hutchison         Bhodes 

Anderson  Izard  Richardson,  E. 

Barron  Joyce  Russell 

Beetham  Macarthur         Samuel 

Blake  Mackenzie,  M.  Stewart,  W.  D. 

Buchanan  Mackenzie,  T.    Tanner 

Duncan  McGregor  Whyte 

Pish  O'Callaghan      Wilson. 

Fitzherbert       Ormond  Tellers. 

Fultou  Perceval  Marchant 

Ouinjiess  Beeves,  W.  P.   McKenzie,  J. 

Hodgkinson 

Noes,  41. 
Atkinson  Kelly  Boss 

Bruce  Kerr  Seddon 

Cadman  Lance  Seymour 

Carroll  Lawry  S.-Menteath 

Cowan  Levestam  Taiwhanga 

Dodson  Mills  Thompson,  R. 

Fergus  Mitchelson        Thompson,  T. 

Fisher  Moat  TumbuU 

Ooldie  Monk  Vogel 

Grey  Moss  Ward 

Orimmond        Newman  Withy. 

Hislop  O'Conor  Tellers. 

Jackson  Parata  Fitchett 

Jones  Richardson,  G.  Peacock. 

Majority  against,  8. 

Amendment  negatived,  and  vote,  £19,300, 
agreed  to. 

Judicial,  £10,950. 

Mr.  O'CONOR  said  he  had  previously  drawn 
the  attention  of  successive  Governments  to 
the  need  there  was  for  a  Courthouse  at  West- 
port,  the  present  building  letting  in  the  rain, 
and   in  every  xespect  being  dilapidated  and 


totally  unfit  for  the  purpose  for  which  it  was 
used  ;  it  was  almost  untenantable. 

Mr.  GUINNESS  did  not  know  upon  what 
principle  the  Government  acted  m  these 
matters.  He  had  applied  for  a  sum  for  the 
erection  of  a  Courthouse  at  Brunnerton,  which 
he  considered  quite  as  important  a  place  as 
Port  Chalmers,  and  he  was  toid  that  there 
was  no  money  available,  the  reason  being  that 
there  was  a  Courthouse  at  Greymouth,  which 
was  only  eight  miles  distant,  and  was  con- 
nected by  rail.  Exactly  the  same  reasoning 
would  apply  to  Port  Chalmers,  the  distance  to 
Dunedin  being  precisely  the  same  ;  yet  there 
was  a  vote  for  £300  on  the  estimates  for  Port 
Chalmers. 

Sir  J.  VOGEL  thought  there  was  here  a 
glorious  opportunity  for  the  arch-priest  of  the 
Young  New  Zealand  party  to  show  that  he  was 
prepared  to  carry  out  the  principles  which  he 
preached.  This  vote  was  evidently  not  re- 
quired this  year,  and  there  was  no  liability 
incurred.  He  believed  that  there  was  some 
engagement  with  the  municipal  body  that  they 
and  the  Government  should  share  the  expense 
of  putting  up  a  building;  but  the  municipal 
body  was  wealthy,  and  the  community  had 
lately  come  unexpectedly  into  a  large  sum  of 
money,  and  probably  would  not  ask  the  Go- 
vernment to  share  the  expense ;  so  that  the 
colony  might  hope  to  escape  this  expenditure. 
But,  however  that  might  be,  he  thought  this 
was  a  good  opportunity  for  the  honourable 
member  for  Port  Chalmers  to  show  that  he 
could  be  as  great  a  man  as  the  old  Roman 
father,  and  show  his  willingness  to  sacrifice 
his  district  to  his  principles  by  moving  that 
this  vote  be  struck  out. 

Mr.  MILLS  was  sorry  he  could  not  accept 
the  invitation  of  the  honourable  member  for 
Christchurch  North.  This  item  had  appeared 
on  the  estimates  before.  Indeed,  it  was  on  the 
estimates  the  honourable  gentleman  himself 
prepared  last  year,  and  was  the  result  of  an 
engagement  made  by  the  Government  with  the 
late  Mr.  Macandrew.  The  Municipal  Corpora- 
tion were  erecting  buildings  of  an  extensive 
character  to  provide  for  their  requirements, 
and  also  for  a  Courthouse,  Police  Department, 
and  sergeant's  residence,  as  well  as  for  a 
Town -hall  and  Municipal  Chambers.  As  a 
matter  of  course,  the  arrangement  which  had 
been  come  to  wonld  be  carried  out,  and  the 
Government  would  get  the  accommodation  it 
required  on  very  reasonable  terms. 

Mr.  FISH  said  this  vote  differed  very  ma- 
terially from  the  last.  First  of  all,  it  did  not 
attempt  to  exceed  the  appropriation  made  by 
the  last  Parliament ;  and,  secondly,  there  was 
this  fact :  that  the  business  of  the  country,  so 
far  as  the  police  business  was  concerned,  in 
Port  Chalmers  was  carried  on  in  an  utterly 
unsuitable  building.  And  it  was  now  proposed 
to  give  ample  accommodation  for  several  de- 
partments at  the  very  small  expenditure  of 
£700. 

Mr.  FITZHERBERT  considered  the  mm 
an  absurd  one.  In  his  district,  with  seven  or 
eight  times  the  population  of  Port  OhtJmeis, 
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they  had  a  building  which  had  cost  £100  and 
provided  ample  accommodation  for  their  re- 
quirements. He  felt  sure  that  £100  would  be 
ample  to  provide  the  Courthouse.  If  the 
people  at  Port  Chalmers  wanted  a  Town-hall 
they  should  provide  it  at  their  own  cost.  It 
was  because  this  Town-hall  was  wanted  that 
this  sum  of  £700  was  asked  for. 

Mr.  BABRON  said  the  accommodation  was 
required  at  Port  Chalmers,  and  this  arrange- 
ment was  one  that  had  been  come  to  by  the 
previous  Government,  and  would  provide  the 
required  accommodation  at  a  small  cost.  If 
the  item  were  struck  out  of  the  estimates  it 
would  be,  practically,  a  breach  of  faith,  as  the 
engagement  hod  been  entered  into. 

Sir  J.  VOGEL  thought  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Port  Chalmers  was  not  doing  justice  to 
his  constituents.  A  community  that  could 
raise  £100,000  without  any  security  really,  one 
might  say,  could  not  require  the  paltry  sum 
of  £300  in  the  way  of  assistance  towards  the 
erection  of  municipal  buildings.  It  was  by 
small  economies  of  this  kind  that  savings 
would  be  effected.  He  would  ask  the  honour- 
able gentleman  in  charge  of  the  estimates  if 
any  inconvenience  would  follow  if  this  vote  were 
not  passed.  He  felt  certain  it  would  not  be 
required  till  next  vear ;  and,  if  that  were  so, 
why  should  they  have  the  estimates  loaded 
with  unnecessary  votes  ? 

Major  ATKINSON  said  the  difficulty  they 
were  in  was  that  the  Government  of  the 
honourable  member  for  Christohurch  North 
had  committed  them  to  a  work  which  he  ap- 
parently considered  not  very  necessary ;  and,  to 
save  their  credit,  the  Government  were  obliged 
to  carry  out  an  arrangement  the  honourable 
gentleman  had  mode  and  did  not  think  very 
much  of  now. 

Mr.  PEBOEVAL  would  come  to  the  rescue 
of  the  Government,  and,  as  they  had  admitted 
that  the  vote  was  unnecessary,  would  favour 
its  being  struck  out  at  once.  It  seemed  to  him 
that,  if  they  were  going  to  carry  out  retrench- 
ment, one  of  the  easiest  forms  of  retrenchment 
in  the  Department  of  Justice  would  be  to  dis- 
pense with  some  of  theso  Besident  Magistrates' 
Courts  altogether.  Port  Chalmers  was  close  to 
Dunedin,  the  places  were  connected  by  rail, 
and  he  thought  the  Port  Chalmers'  Besident 
Magistrate's  Court  might  be  abolished.  This 
£300  was  a  new  item,  and  might  very  well  be 
struck  out.  If  they  wore  going  to  reduce  at  all 
they  had  better  begin  at  once.  It  seemed  to 
him  the  Committee  was  not  in  the  humour  to 
reduce  at  all;  but  the  spirit  that  was  now 
evinced  was  quite  foreign  to  that  of  their  elec- 
tion speeches.  He  did  not  altogether  agree  with 
the  remarks  that  had  fallen  from  the  honour- 
able member  for  Christohurch  North  with  re- 
gard to  assisting  the  Government  to  carry  their 
estimates,  and  should  resist  the  granting  of 
any  sum  which  he  felt  was  not  required  by  the 
country.  If  honourable  members  adopted  that 
course  he  thought  they  would  save  the  colony 
from  a  very  great  deal  of  extravagant  expendi- 
ture. 

Mr.  O'CALLAGHAN  moved,  That  the  item 
itr.  FiUherbert 


"  Courthouse,  Port  Chalmers,  £300,"  be  strock 
out.  He  sholild  like  to  know  whether  the 
Government  had  accepted  all  the  votes  pco- 
mised  by  the  late  Government ;  because,  if  uiey 
accepted  this  one,  they  should  also  accept  a 
promise  mode  by  the  late  Government  to  caoy 
out  works  of  vast  importance  to  a  large  num- 
ber of  settlers  who  had  suffered  from  heavy 
floods.  If  the  Government  refused  to  c^ny  out 
a  promise  in  one  case,  they  ought  also  to  zefose 
in  the  other. 

Dr.  FITCHETT  maintained  that  this  build- 
ing ws^  required  I't  Port  Chalmers,  and  b* 
hoped  the  Committee  would  pass  the  vote. 

Mr.  FISU  considered  it  as  a  matter  of  abso- 
lute fairness  that  this  vote  should  be  passed, 
although  ho  thought  that  the  business  could  b* 
done  much  better  at  Dunedin. 

Mr.  MILLS  said  this  building  was  not  only 
to  serve  as  a  Courthouse,  but  was  to  contain 
quarters  for  the  police  sergeant  and  his  family, 
police  office,  cells,  and  Customhouse,  and,  alto- 
gether, would  give  a  very  large  amount  of 
accommodation  for  the  amount  of  money  in- 
volved. Port  Chalmers  was  still  a  large  rendez- 
vous for  shipping,  and  the  d^pdt  of  the  English 
ships  and  steamers ;  and  it  was  well  known  that 
wbero  there  was  considerable  shipping  thers 
was  also  a  good  deal  of  Court-work. 

Mr.  BOSS  hoped  that  before  the  money  was 
expended  the  Government  would  make  inquii; 
into  the  circumstances  under  which  the  site  A 
this  Courthouse  was  obtained.  Only  one  mem- 
ber of  the  late  Ministry  was  acquainted  wi& 
the  facts  as  to  how  the  Port  ChEilniers  people 
got  that  property.  Many  years  ago,  when 
the  Otago  Harbour  Board  was  constituted,  the 
Provincial  Government  conveyed  to  the  Board, 
among  other  things,  a  building  which  stands 
on  this  site  at  Port  Chalmers,  and  the  Board 
had  used  it  as  an  office  ever  since.  Aboot 
eighteen  months  ago  the  officers  of  the  Board 
were  very  much  surprised  one  day  to  find 
workmen  coming  on  the  premises  and  boring 
for  foundations  —  they  said,  the  foundations 
of  a  Courthouse.  On  inquiry  it  was  found  that 
the  site  had  been  conveyed  in  a  surreptitious 
manner  to  the  Port  Chalmers  Corporation  by 
a  Bill  called  the  Port  Chalmers  Fire-Brigade 
Site  Bill.  That  Bill  had  been  advertised  in 
only  one  of  the  local  papers,  which  at  the  lima 
had  a  limited  circulation,  the  fact  that  the 
land  was  to  be  taken  from  the  Board  not  being 
mentioned,  and  the  number  of  the  section  being 
incorrectly  shown  on  the  plan  submitted  to  the 
Government  for  approval :  "  106  "  was  the  num- 
ber given,  whereas  the  correct  number  was 
"  408."  He  thought  the  Government  should 
moke  inquiry  into  the  circumstances. 

Mr.  MACARTHUB  hoped  these  items  would 
be  passed  without  more  discussion.  The  votes 
had  evidently  been  prepared  with  great  care, 
and  the  Committee  should  get  on  with  Ute 
business. 

Mr.  FULTON  said  if  the  Govermnent  in- 
tended to  oonfinue  the  Court  sittings  at  Pmt 
Chalmers  another  building  was  most  certainly 
wanted.  The  present  one  would  hardly  hold 
a  score  of  people,  and  when  a  lot  of 
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crowded  into  it,  as  they  gometimes  did,  the 
want  of  ventilation  and  loom  was  very  much 
felt.  He  thought,  however,  the  Coutt  business 
might  be  done  at  Dunedin. 

Mr.  O'CALLAGHAN  had  no  doubt  whatever 
that,  though  it  was  said  this  building  would 
only  cost  the  colony  £700,  it  would  really  be 
£1,S00  before  they  bad  done  with  it,  as  it  was 
stated  that  it  was  to  be  used  for  three  pur- 
poses, and  was,  in  fact,  to  be  a  sort  of  general 
public  building  for  Port  Chalmers. 

Mr.  FISH  said  the  building  was  the  joint 
property  of  the  Corporation  and  the  Govern- 
ment, and  there  was  an  arrangement  to  build 
in  conjunction,  for  the  purposes  of  both  the 
Oovemment  and  the  Corporation. 

Mr.  FERGUS  said  the  late  Oovemment  had 
entered  into  negotiations  with  the  Corporation 
on  the  matter,  and  had  agreed  that  the  colony 
should  give  £700  towards  the  building.  The 
Public  Works  Department  had  objected  to  the 
first  plans  submitted  by  the  Corporation,  and 
fresh  plans  had  now  been  prepared.  The  Go- 
vernment would  use  their  portion  of  the  build- 
ing for  a  Courthouse,  policemen's  quarters,  and 
Customhouse.  It  was  quite  true  the  Govern- 
ment bad  no  Courthouse  site  of  their  own  there 
— it  had  been  given  away.  The  Court  sat  there 
twice  a  week,  he  believed,  and  most  of  the  work 
was  done  by  the  local  Justices. 

Mr.  BOSS  asked  if,  in  addition  to  paying 
£700  down,  the  Government  would  have  to 
make  any  further  payment  in  the  shape  of 
rent. 

Mr.  PEBGUS  was  not  aware  that  the  Go- 
vernment would  have  to  do  so.  In  Lyttelton 
the  Oovemment  paid  £100  a  year  rent  for  these 
purposes. 

Mr.  FITZHEBBEBT  said  this  was  really 
giving  a  local  body  £700  of  the  colony's  money 
to  put  up  a  local  public  building.  If  it  was 
absolutely  necessary  to  have  a  new  Courthouse 
there,  one  quite  suitable  for  the  place  could  be 
put  up  for  £100,  and  with  policemen's  quarters 
as  well  for  £200.  It  was  quite  evident  that  the 
money  was  not  being  given  so  much  for  the 
erection  of  a  Courthouse  as  to  help  the  local 
Corporation  to  get  a  public  building. 

Dr.  FITCHETT  thought,  as  a  capital  cost  of 
£700  represented  £85  a  year,  it  was  a  most 
economical  arrangement  to  get  buildings  for 
Courthouse,  Customhouse,  and  police-station 
for  that  sum. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  said  it  was  absurd  to  talk 
about  getting  a  building  for  those  three  purposes 
for  £200.  \Vhy,  a  simple  shepherd's  cottage  in 
a  country  district  cost  £100. 

Mr.  W.  P.  BEEVES  asked  if  it  was  abso- 
lutely certain  the  Government  would  not  have 
to  pay  rent  as  well. 

Mr.  MITCHELSON  thought  the  Oovemment 
certainly  should  not  have  to  pay  rent. 

Mr.  W.  P.  BEEVES  asked  the  honourable 

gentleman  to  give  a  pledge  that  no  rent  would 
e  paid. 

The  Committee  divided  on  the  question, 
"  That  the  item, '  Courthouse,  Pott  Chalmers, 
£800,'  be  omitted." 
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Majority  against,  19. 

Item  retained. 

Sir  J.  VOGEL  called  attention  to  the  Mount 
Cook  Prison,  Wellington.  It  seemed  to  him  a 
terrible  thing  that  a  large  central  prison  should 
be  erected  in  a  city  like  Wellington,  and 
especially  on  its  present  site,  which  was  about 
the  finest  in  New  Zealand.  Wellington  was  a 
fortified  city,  and,  although  it  was  not  probable 
than  an  enemy's  cruiser  would  enter  the  har- 
bour, still  it  was  possible,  and  if  she  were  to 
bombard  the  town  this  prison  would  be  the 
most  conspicuous  object,  and  it  would  be  abso- 
lute cruelty  to  use  the  building  as  a  prison 
with  a  number  of  people  confined  in  it  unless 
it  were  fortified,  and  that  at  enormous  expense. 
Again,  it  was  against  all  modem  practice  to 
put  a  large  prison  in  the  centre  of  a  city,  and 
they  were  now  universally  placed  somewhere 
away  in  the  country.  The  effect  of  continuing  to 
use  this  building  as  a  prison  would  be  to  collect 
a  convict  population  in  town,  for  the  families 
of  convicts  would  naturally  come  and  settle 
down  near  the  prison,  and  the  result  would  be 
most  undesirable.  He  was  informed  that  not  a 
single  prisoner  had  been  drafted  to  the  new  wing 
at  Lyttelton  Gaol  during  the  five  or  six  years  it 
had  been  in  existence ;  and,  if  it  was  desirable 
to  draft  prisoners  from  one  prison  to  another, 
why  should  not  that  prison  be  used  ?  He  would 
say,  give  this  site  to  the  City  of  Wellington  as 
an  endowment  for  the  University ;  do  anything 
with  it,  but  do  not  let  it  continue  to  be  used  aa 
a  prison.  It  might  be  asked  why  he  had  not 
put  a  stop  to  it  when  in  office.  He  candidly 
confessed  that  he  had  been  overruled  in  the 
matter,  and  he  felt  that  it  would  be  a  lasting 
error  to  continue  to  use  the  building  as  a 
prison.    He  would  recommend  the  Minister  for 
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public  Works  to  take  only  such  a  vote  as  would 
cover  existing  liabilities. 

Mr.  LEVESTAM  would  like  an  explanation 
tbs  to  the  item,  "  Buildings  not  specified, 
£160."  The  hovel  in  which  the  Supreme 
Gonrt  sat  in  Nelson  was  in  a  very  bad  state, 
and  many  applications  had  been  made  to  have 
it  repaired  ;  and  something  ought  to  be  done. 
Was  this  £150  for  repairs  all  over  the  colony  f 

Mr.  MITGHBLSON  said  the  repairs  were 
done  out  of  consolidated  revenue.  This  sum 
was  required  to  put  up  small  lock-ups. 

Mr.  PEARSON  moved.  That  the  item, 
"  Wellington  (new  prison.  Mount  Cook), 
£4,000,"  be  reduced  by  £5.  He  moved  this  as 
an  indication  that  the  work  should  be  stopped. 
Mr.  ALLEN  said  he  would  be  only  too  glad 
if  they  could  strike  the  v^hole  item  out.  The 
late  Government  authorised  the  construction 
of  this  prison. — (No.) — During  the  time  those 
honourable  gentlemen  were  in  office  the  work 
was  going  on.  It  bad  now  gone  so  far  that  it 
was  impossible  to  stop  the  work,  or  turn  the 
building  to  any  other  use. 

Mr.  LEVESTAM  said  the  previous  Govem- 
ment  were  in  exactly  the  same  position  as  the 
present  Government  with  reference  to  this 
work.  This  prison  was  commenced,  he  be- 
lieved, in  leSO  or  1881. 

Mr.  O'CALLAGHAN  asked  what  had  been 
the  total  expenditure  hitherto  on  this  building. 
Major  ATKINSON.— £27,000. 
Mr.  O'CALLAGHAN.— That  is,  including  the 
liabilities  here  ? 
Major  ATKINSON.— Yes ;  1  think  so. 
Mr.  O'CALLAGHAN  said  that  that  meant 
that  somewhere  about  £50,000  would  be  spent 
on  this  building.    He  thought  it  would  be  a 
very  wise  thing  if  the  Government  could  even 
now  put  a  stop  to  any  further  expenditure  on 
the  work.    It  was  a  great  mistake  to  have 
started  the  building. 

Sir  J.  VOGEL  said  he  had  had  no  part  in  the 
commencement  of  this  building.  It  was  going 
on  when  the  late  Government  took  office.  He 
felt  so  strongly  the  injury  which  would  be  done 
to  the  community  by  allowing  this  building  to 
proceed  that  he  thought  it  would  be  better  to 
lose  the  money  which  had  been  expended  and 
allow  the  site  to  be  used  for  some  other  pur- 
pose, lather  than  that  the  work  should  be 
continued. 

Major  ATKINSON  said  another  £2,000  or 
£3,000  would  be  required  to  complete  the  work, 
in  addition  to  what  was  put  down  in  the 
estimates.  He  felt  as  strongly  as  anybody  that 
it  was  a  great  mistake  for  a  prison  to  be  there, 
and,  if  possible,  he  would  like  to  see  a  stop  put 
to  the  work.  The  Government  would  consider 
the  question  during  the  recess.  However, 
£27,000  had  already  been  spent,  and  it  was 
questionable  whether  they  would  be  justified  in 
stopping  the  building. 

Dr.  NEWMAN  asked  what  Government  began 
ibis  work. 

Major  ATKINSON  said  it  was  approved  in 
1880-81.     Sir  John  Hall  was   then    Premier, 
and  ho  (Major  Atkinson)  was  Treasurer.    The 
work  was  started  in  1882-33. 
Sir  J.  Vogel 


Amendment  to  reduce  item  by  £5  agreed  to. 
Mr.  O'CALLAGHAN  asked  what  would  1w 
the  total  cost  of  the  building. 

Major  ATKINSON  said  it  would  be  £31.000. 
He  understood  that  was  the  cost,  if  it  were  let 
by  contract. 

-Mr.  GUINNESS  thought  the  Government 
should  explain  the  effect  of  the  amendment 
which  had  been  carried. 

Major  ATKINSON  understood  that  they 
would  go  on  with  the  small  sum  voted,  and 
next  year  they  would  ask  the  House  to  consider 
the  matter  and  say  what  steps  ought  to 'be 
taken.  He  did  not  think  it  would  do  to  hastily 
abandon  the  work  without  due  consideration. 

Mr.  O'CALLAGHAN  asked  the  Government 
whether  they  took  the  decision  of  the  Com- 
mittee in  regard  to  this  item  as  indicating  their 
desire  that  the  works  should  cease. 

Major  ATKINSON  said  the  Committee  conM 
not  decide  that  question  without  having  further 
information  before  it,  and  the  matter  would  be 
brought  before  Parliament  next  year. 

Vote,  £10,950,   as   reduced    by  £5,    £10,945, 
agreed  to. 
Vote,  Postal  and  Telegraph,  £3,640. 
Mr.  O'CALLAGHAN  moved,  That  the  item, 
■■  Marlborough,  £100,"  be  struck  out. 
Item  retained. 
Vote,  Customs,  £20. 

Mr,  MOSS  said  his  opinion  was  that  the  real 
question  was  not  whether  these  works  were 
necessary  or  not,  but  whether  they  ought  not 
to  be  on  the  other  estimates,  as  they  had  no 
right  to  be  on  the  estimates  which  disposed  of 
borrowed  money. 
Vote  agreed  to. 

Vote,  Lunatic  Asylums,  £29,000. 
Mr.  E.  RICHARDSON  asked  what  was  going 
to  be  done  in  regard  to  the  Wellington  Asylum, 
for  which  £2,000  was  proposed.  It  would  ap- 
pear that  it  was  intended  to  put  up  a  building 
at  Porirua ;  but,  in  the  opinion  of  the  depart- 
ment, subsequently,  it  was  thought  better  to 
make  a  rearrangement  of  the  present  building 
in  Wellington,  and  have  a  series  of  detached 
cottages. 

Mr.  MITCHELSON  said  the  item  -was  placed 
on  the  estimates  as  it  was  necessary,  but  he 
had  come  to  the  conclusion  not  to  spend  the 
money  even  if  it  was  voted.  No  contract  would 
be  let  or  engagement  entered  into  until  Uie 
House  had  had  an  opportunity  of  expressing 
an  opinion  on  the  subject. 

Mr.  TURNBULL  asked  if  it  was  intended  to 
remove  the  asylum  at  Porirua. 

Mr.  E.  RICHARDSON  said  he  had  been 
going  to  ask  that  question  himself. 

Mr.  LEVESTAM  inquired  whether  any  pro- 
vision was  to  be  made  at  Porirua  or  elsewhere 
for  the  detention  of  inebriates.  At  present 
inebriates  were  placed  in  the  ordinary  lunatie 
asylums,  which  was  not  only  contrary  to  law, 
but  a  great  hardship  upon  them.  He  had  seen 
such  persons  confined  in  the  Nelson  Lunatio 
Asylum,  and  they  were  almost  heartbroken 
at  their  position.  He  had  brought  the  matter 
under  the  notice  of  the  late  Government,  and 
they  had  admitted  that  it  was  illegal  and  quits 
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"wrong,  and  hod  promised  to  consider  the 
matter. 

Mr.  MITCHELSON  said  he  was  not  in  a 
position  to  answer  the  question. 

Mr.  ALLEN  moved,  That  the  item,  "  Pori- 
rna,  £2,000,"  be  reduced  by  £500.  There  was  to 
oredit  of  the  vote  now,  free  of  liabilities,  £793  ; 
4uid,  if  the  vote  were  reduced  as  proposed,  that 
would  leave  the  Government  a  balance  of  £293. 
There  was  already  one  lai^e  asylum  in  Wel- 
lington, and  also  a  bnilding  of  considerable 
«ize  at  Forirua;  and  he  could  see  no  reason 
why  the  vote  should  not  be  reduced. 

Mr.  PERCEVAL  understood  the  Minister  to 
«ay  that  he  would  not  spend  the  vote  until  the 
House  had  had  an  opportunity  of  reconsider- 
ing the  question.  If  so,  why  should  the  vote 
be  put  on  the  estimates?  or  why  should  the 
Honse  retain  it? 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  would  like  to  know  how  it 
«ame  about  that  the  Government  bought  this 
«ite  and  had  proceeded  to  erect  buildings  on  it. 
The  whole  thing  seemed  new  to  the  House. 
How  came  it  that  Wellington  had  two  asylums  ? 

Mr.  PITZHERBEBT  took  it  that  the  reason 
was  this :  that  the  asylum  in  town  was  pretty 
full,  and  there  was  little  or  no  land  connected 
with  it,  and  that  the  idea  was  to  have  at 
Porirua  a  farm,  upon  which  the  milder  patients 
might  work,  to  the  advantage  of  themselves 
mentally  and  to  the  advantage  of  the  asylum 
«conomically. 

Dr.  NEWMAN  said  that  when  Dr.  Grabham 
was  Inspector  of  Lunatic  Asylums  he  recom- 
mended this  purchase,  and  there  was  no  doubt 
that,  from  the  lunacy  point  of  view,  he  was 
quite  right.  The  land  in  connection  with  the 
Wellington  Asylum  was  not  sufficiently  large 
for  the  purpose,  and  was  cold  and  unsuitable 
in  every  reepect.  Hence  the  suggestion  of  Dr. 
Grabham.  It  was  the  more  necessary  to  carry 
out  the  suggestion  because,  unfortunately, 
lunacy  was  on  the  increase,  and  all  the  asylums 
were  getting  more  and  more  full.  The  pur- 
chase was  made  by  the  lato  Government, 
under  the  express  sanction  of  the  honourable 
member  for  Kaiapoi. 

Mr.  E.  KICHAEDSON.— No. 

Dr.  NEWMAN  said  the  honourable  gentle- 
man authorised  payment  of  the  purchase- 
money,  and  year  by  year  authorised  payment 
of  money  on  the  building :  and  he  did  not  for 
a  moment  dispute  that  the  honourable  gentle- 
man was  perfectly  justified  in  doing  so,  in  view 
of  the  fact  that  the  Wellington  Asylum  was 
already  chook-a-block. 

Dr.  FITCHETT  asked  that  the  Government 
•bould  give  some  indication  of  what  their  views 
were.  It  seemed  rather  absurd  that  honour- 
able members  should  be  expected  to  evolve 
out  of  their  own  inner  consciousness  reasons 
for  retaining  or  striking  out  the  vote. 

Mr.  TURNBULL  asked  if  it  was  intended 
to  build  in  brick  or  wood  at  Porirua. 

Mr.   MITCHELSON   replied  that   the   pro- 
posal before  the  department  was  to  build  in 
brick ;   but,  in  answer  to  the  honourable  mem- 
•     ber  for  Donedin  Central,  he  must  say  that  the 


Government  had  not  had  time  to  consider  the 
matter. 

Mr.  PEACOCK  suggested  that  it  was  not 
necessary  to  go  into  the  affair  now,  seeing  that 
the  Minister  had  assured  the  House  that  no 
contract  should  be  let  before  the  House  met 
again. 

Mr.  E.  RICHARDSON  said  the  honourable 
member  for  Thorndon  contradicted  him  so 
positively  that  he  began  to  think  that  he  was 
wrong  in  denying  the  responsibility  sought  to 
be  put  upon  him ;  but  ho  had  just  seen  the 
officials  of  the  department,  and  their  state- 
ments fortified  him  in  the  opinion  that  the 
land  was  bought  long  before  the  late  Govern- 
ment took  office. 

Dr.  NEWMAN  would  like  to  know  if  the 
honourable  member  would  deny  that  his  late 
colleague,  Mr.  Buckley,  and  Mr.  Kennedy 
Macdonald  conducted  the  purchase  from  Mr. 
Earp.  If  so,  he  (Dr.  Newman)  would  be  pre- 
pared to  give  the  price,  and  particulars,  for  he 
had  a  full  knowledge  of  the  whole  transaction. 

Mr.  E.  RICHARDSON  had  given  his  recol- 
lection and  that  of  the  officials.  However,  it 
was  not  a  matter  of  consequence.  He  believed 
it  was  a  good  purchase. 

Mr.  ALLEN  said  he  had  not  moved  his 
amendment  in  total  ignorance  of  the  facts. 
He  had  visited  the  place,  had  been  over  the 
asylum,  and  knew  that  they  were  now  erect- 
ing there  buildings  capable  of  holding  thirty 
patients.  There  was,  besides,  a  very  large  luna- 
tic asylam  in  Wellington. 

Dr.  FITCHETT  said  it  was  full. 

Mr.  ALLEN  did  not  care  whether  it  was  full 
or  not.  At  a  time  like  this,  when  they  were 
trying  to  save  every  halfpenny,  they  should 
not  spend  so  much  money  on  what  was  really 
a  luxury.  He  asked  honourable  gentlemen  to 
take  this  vote  as  a  test.  If  they  could  reduce 
any  vote  in  the  estimates  this  was  one  that 
could  be  reduced,  and  he  would  invite  them  to 
go  into  the  lobby  with  him  as  a  test  of  theit 
sincerity  in  reducing  expenditure.  The  asylum 
at  Forirua  was  not  full ;  and  he  might  say  that, 
to  his  certain  knowledge,  there  were  persons  in 
lunatic  asylums  who  were  not  lunatics  in  the 
proper  sense  of  the  word,  and  who  ought  to  be 
removed — people  who  were  inebriates,  and  so 
on,  who  had  no  right  to  be  maintained  at  such 
institutions.  He  was  quite  certain  that  the 
present  was  not  a  desirable  time  for  the  ex- 
penditure of  £80,000  on  these  buildings. 

Mr.  HISLOF  thought  it  was  only  wasting 
time  to  discuss  this  matter,  after  the  assurance 
that  had  been  given ;  and  it  was  a  matter  of  no 
consequence  whether  they  knocked  the  vote  off 
or  not.  There  wa6  a  tendency  on  the  part  of 
the  department  to  run  into  extravagance,  and 
they  ought  to  watch  it  well ;  but  he  had  the 
greatest  sympathy  with  the  sentiment  that 
people  who  were  in  these  asylums  should 
receive  everything  that  was  necessary.  Of 
course  it  was  a  matter  of  difficulty  to  find  out 
the  line  which  divided  what  should  be  regarded 
as  luxuries  and  what  were  absolute  necessaries. 
He  did  not  think  there  would  be  any  inoon- 
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Teni«nce  if  £100  were  knocked  oS,  and  he  would 

not  object  to  that  being  done. 

Mr.  ALLEN  was  willing  to  accept  a  redno- 
tion  of  the  vote  by  £400. 

Mr.  TUBNBULL  was  of  opinion  that  all  the 
money  asked  for  would  be  required  to  put  the 
place  in  order,  and  to  erect  the  necessafy 
boundary-fences. 

Mr.  BRUCE  thought  they  were  dealing  with 
this  matter  in  a  very  haphazard  manner.  The 
item  in  question  was  bracketed  with  that  refer- 
ring to  the  Wellington  Asylum,  and  they  did 
not  know  how  much  of  the  cost  was  dissociated 
from  the  cost  of  the  Wellington  Asylum. 
The  question  of  the  puiohsiae  of  this  land  was 
quite  irrelevant  at  the  present  time.  The  de- 
partment, in  view  of  the  fact  that  the  Welling- 
ton Asylum  was  full  to  overflowing,  recom- 
mended the  expenditure  of  £2,000  to  enlarge 
the  Porirua  Asylum,  and  neither  the  Mininter 
nor  any  member  was  in.  a  position  to  say  that 
they  ought  to  reduce  the  vote. 

Mr.  FISHER  was  not  anxious,  as  a  Welling- 
ton member,  about  this  vote ;  but  would  point 
out  that  the  Wellington  Asylum  took  all  the 
lunatics  from  Hawke's  Bay  on  the  one  coast 
to  Wanganui  on  the  other. 

Mr.  VALENTINE  hoped  the  Minister  would 
not  agree  to  this  reduction,  as  it  was  the  amount 
the  department  estimated  was  required.  It 
seemed  to  him  that  it  vras  not  extravagant  to 
have  a  brick  building,  but  that  all  over  the 
colony  these  buildings  should  be  constructed  of 
the  least  inflammable  material  possible. 

Mr.  ALLEN  said  that,  as  the  Minister  as- 
sured him  that  £80,000  should  be  struck  ofi  the 
third  column,  ho  was  perfectly  prepared  to  let 
the  vote  go. 

Dr.  NEWMAN  remarked  that  they  were  not 
yet  at  the  third  column,  and  that  he  regretted 
exceedingly  that  the  Minister  had  accepted 
this  reduction ;  for  he  believed  it  would  have 
been  a  good  thing  to  have  had  this  little  extra 
money. 

Mr.  TAYLOR  thought  the  question  was  a 
very  important  one,  and  that  the  item  should 
not  be  reduced.  The  people  in  these  institu- 
tions were  entitled  to  the  sympathy  of  every 
one,  and  every  care  should  be  taken  to  provide 
for  their  comfort  and  safety. 

Mr.  KELLY  was  sorry  to  notice  that  the 
Minister  was  met  with  such  opposition  from 
members  of  his  own  party,  who  should  surely 
have  enough  confidence  in  him  to  allow  him  to 
cany  out  his  estimates,  especially  when  honour- 
able members  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  House 
were  supporting  him.  It  seemed  to  him  that 
the  item  ought  not  to  be  reduced. 

Mr.  IZARD  hoped  that  all  opposition  to  the 
vote  would  be  withdrawn.  He  believed  the 
money  was  required  to  be  expended.  It  was 
necessary  to  fence  and  drain  the  land,  and 
there  were  other  small  matters  which  should 
be  attended  to ;  and,  so  far  as  he  could  see, 
these  would  demand  all  the  money  asked  for. 

The   Committee    divided    on    the   question, 
*'  That  the  item  be  reduced  by  £100." 
Mr.  EUlop 


Anderson 
Duncan 
Guinness 
Hodgkinson 


Atbs,  15. 
McOregor 
McKenzie,  J. 
Monk 
O'Callaghan 


Samuel 
Tanner. 

TeOen. 
Allen 
Buofa 


Mackenzie,  T.   Rhodes 
Marchant 

Noes,  36. 
Atkinson  Orimmond        Moss 

Beetham  Hislop  Newman 

Bruce  Hutchison         Peacock 

Cadman  Izard  Richardson,  G. 

Carroll  Jones  Boss 

Dodson  Joyce  Seymour 

Feldwick  KeUy  Taylor 

Pisher  Lawry  Thompson,  T. 

Fish  Levestam  Withy. 

Fitohett  Macarthur  T»Uen. 

Fitzherbert        Mitchelson        Tnmball 
Fraser  Moat        '         Valentine. 

Goldie 

Paibs. 
For.  Againat. 

Barron  Russell 

Kerr  Wilson 

Mackenzie,  M.  J.  S.    Lance 
Mills  Ward 

Reeves,  W.  P.  Ormond 

Seddon  Fulton 

Stewart,  W.  D.  Whyte. 

Majority  against,  21. 

Item  retained. 

Mr.  J.  MoKENZIE  moved.  That  the  item, 
"  Seacliff  Asylum,  £2,000,"  be  reduced  by 
£1,500. 

Mr.  FISH  asked  the  Minister  for  Public 
Worlra  to  explain  what  this  vote  was  for. 

Mr.  MITCHELSON  explained  that  it  was 
for  the  purpose  of  providing  the  institutimi 
with  gas,  and  for  the  erection  of  a  doctor's  resi- 
dence. 

Mr.  BRUCE  understood  that  the  site  wa» 
absolutely  tmsafe  ;  and  he  should  like  some  in- 
formation on  the  subject.  If  the  ground  could 
not  be  made  safe,  it  should  be  a  direction  of 
the  Committee  not  to  spend  a  penny  mote 
upon  it  than  was  absolutely  necessary. 

Mr.  J.  McEENZIE  said  the  Minister  for 
Public  Works  had  a  number  of  reports  about 
this  building,  and  a  report  had  been  sent  in  to 
the  effect  that  it  was  unsafe  for  the  patients  to 
be  there.  There  should  be  no  gasworks  or 
other  new  buildings  erected  until  it  was  ascer- 
tained whether  the  building  was  sound. 

Mr.  FISH  said  the  reason  of  the  slips  arose 
from  the  Oovemment  of&cers  neglecting  to 
carry  out  what  was  recommended  by  the 
arcmtect,  Mr.  Lawson.  Mr.  Lawson,  who  was 
a  very-much-abused  man,  had  caused  sevenJ 
drains  to  be  cut  down  to  the  bed-rock  in  connec- 
tion with  the  temporary  "buildings  to  take  away 
the  water  running  down.  When  these  drains 
were  constructed  the  buildings  ceased  slipping. 
Since  1879  the  buildings  had  never  slipped  on* 
bit.  He  would  read  a  letter  sent  by  Mr.  Law- 
son  to  Mr.  Blair,  Engineer  in  Cliaiige  for  the 
Middle  Island,  as  follows  : — 
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"  Dunedin,  28id  October,  1879. 
"  W.  N.  Blair,  Esq., 

"  Engineez  ia  Charge,  Middle  Island. 

"Sib, — My  attention  having  been  called  to 
the  moving  of  foundations  at  the  temporary 
Iiunatic  Asylum  Buildings,  Seaclifi,  lately 
erected,  I  nave  to  state  that  it  is  urgently 
necessary,  in  order  to  prevent,  if  possible, 
further  damage  to  the  building,  that  drainage- 
trenches  be  sunk  behind  the  same  so  as  to 
intercept  the  undercurrent  of  ground-drainage 
'which  is  causing  the  movement  referred  to. 

"At  the  site  of  the  permanent  building  I 
TTonld  also  advise  that  similar  but  more  exten- 
sive drainage  -  trenches  be  formed,  so  as  to 
isolate  the  site,  and  prevent  any  similar  move- 
ment, which  would  be  most  disastrous  to  the 
proposed  new  buildings.  I  think  this  of  such 
unportance  that  no  delay  should  take  place  in 
the  prosecution  of  the  work. 

"  While  on  the  ground  I  pointed  out  the 
nature  of  the  required  work,  and  that  it  would 
be  better  to  keep  the  trenches  referred  to  open, 
and  to  sink  them  as  deep  as  possible,  so  as  to 
-obtain  the  result  required. 

"  I  hope  steps  will  be  taken  to  secure  that 
this  work  is  gone  on  with  and  completed  as 
soon  as  possible. — Yours  truly, 

"  R.  A,  Lawson,  Architect." 

On  the  16th  January,  1880,  be  wrote  again  to 
Mr.  Blair,— 

"  Dunedin,  16th  January,  1880. 
♦'  W.  N.  Blair,  Esq., 

"  Engineer  in  Charge,  Middle  Island. 

"  Sib, — I  have  again  to  draw  attention  to  the 
urgent  necessity  for  more  speedy  action  being 
taken  as  to  the  preliminary  work  at  the  site  on 
the  new  permanent  buildings. 

*'  You  are  aware  that,  through  a  slip  of  ground 
which  has  taken  place  where  the  new  tempo- 
rary building  is  erected,  much  injury  has  re- 
sulted and  may  yet  result;  and,  in  order  to 
prevent  the  possibility  of  such  a  serious  matter 
occurring  at  the  new  permanent  building,  the 
site  should  be  muoh  more  widely  cleared  of 
timber,  and  all  the  excavations  made,  as  well 
as  drains  inserted  to  prevent  undercurrents, 
which  might  cause  such  slips  as  those  referred 
to. 

"  It  was  intended  that  the  excavations  and 
levelling  of  site,  as  well  as  the  clearing  of 
same,  was  to  be  done  by  patients  from  the 
Asylum,  but  it  will  now  be  seen  by  the  ample 
trial  of  this  system  that  sufficiently  rapid  pro- 
gress cannot  be  made — in  other  words,  that 
should  it  be  continued  it  will  be  to  the  hin- 
drance of  the  works,  and  probably  much  more 
serious  results  afterwards. 

"  I  therefore  now  request  yon  to  be  good 
enough  to  bring  this  matter  before  the  Minis- 
ter for  Works,  that  it  may  be  remedied  by 
making  arrangements  with  the  contractor, 
under  due  restrictions,  to  proceed  with  these 
preliminary  works  with  that  necessaLry  speed 
-which  their  urgency  calls  for.— I  have,  Ac, 
"B.  A.  LiAwsoN,  Architect." 

Now,  the  first  work  for  the  permanent  build- 
ing was  commenced  in  September,  1879,  by  the 


clearing  of  the  ground  only,  and  the  actual 
work  of  building  was  not  begun  until  May,  1880. 
That  was  the  central  portion  of  the  building. 
The  second  portion,  including  the  north  and 
south  wings,  was  begun  in  December,  1881, 
and  it  was  the  north  wing  alone  that  had  been 
injured  by  the  slipping.  These  letters  were 
sent  in  preliminarily  to  any  work  being  done 
on  the  permanent  building;  and  yet,  in  the 
face  of  the  strong  recommendations  made, 
these  letters  and  others  remained  unanswered, 
and  the  very  thing  which  Mr.  Lawson  predicted 
would  occur  had  occurred  through  the  fault  of 
some  one, — whether  it  was  on  the  part  of  Mr. 
Blair — and  he  thought  it  was — or  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  day  he  did  not  know.  But  there 
was  the  fact  on  record :  the  very  thing  which 
WB£  predicted  had  occurred,  and  the  con- 
sequent serious  loss ;  and  no  means  were 
taken  by  the  Engineer  or  by  the  Oovemment 
to  prevent  the  mischief  which  had  been  pre- 
dicted. As  to  the  effect  of  what  Mr.  Lawson 
proposed,  there  was  not  the  smallest  doubt  that 
even  now,  if  his  recommendations  were  carried 
out,  the  building  would  cease  to  slip.  How 
much  it  would  cost  to  improve  the  building 
and  put  it  in  the  position  it  was  in  before  the 
slip  took  place  he  did  not  know ;  but,  from  the 
success  which  bad  attended  the  action  taken 
to  prevent  the  temporary  building  from  slipping, 
there  was  no  reason  to  doubt  that  the  same 
remedial  measures  would  even  now  be  suitable 
for  the  permanent  building.  The  wretched 
engineering  work  displayed  in  the  building 
was  most  lamentable,  and  he  had  no  hesitation 
in  saying  that  either  the  Engineer  in  Charge 
was  most  culpable  and  blamable  for  neglect- 
ing the  advice  given  in  the  letters  be  had  read, 
or  the  Government  were  blamable ;  and  in  the 
meantime  this  unfortunate  gentleman,  Mr. 
Lawson,  a  well-known  citizen  of  Dunedin,  had 
lain  under  the  opprobrium  of  absolutely  receiving 
some  emolument  from  the  contractor  in  order 
to  shirk  his  liability  on  the  erection  of  the 
building.  It  was  only  right  that  the  earliest 
opportunity  should  be  taken  by  some  one  of 
putting  that  gentleman  right.  It  was  evident 
from  these  letters  that  the  remedy  was  in  the 
hands  of  the  Government,  although,  of  course, 
it  would  be  very  much  more  costly  than  if  the 
work  bad  been  done  when  it  was  recommended. 
He  thought  that  the  vote  should  be  passed, 
because  it  was  absolutely  necessary  that  the 
Government  should  render  the  building  secure, 
and  the  longer  it  was  left  in  the  present  con- 
dition the  greater  would  be  the  damage  done ; 
and  it  was  quite  within  the  range  of  possibility 
that,  unless  immediate  steps  were  taken  in 
this  direction,  there  might  be  an  absolute 
falling-down  of  a  portion  of  the  building.  It 
would  therefore  l>e  exceedingly  unwise  to 
reduce  the  vote,  although  he  was  not  sure  as 
to  the  necessity  of  a  doctor's  residence  being 
built.  Of  course,  if  the  Government  hod  to 
pay  rent  for  a  doctor's  residence,  possibly  it 
would  be  the  cheapest  course  to  erect  one; 
but,  if  not,  that  amount  might  be  saved.  As 
to  erecting  gasworks  or  an  electric -lighting 
apparatus,  that  should  be  done ;  it  was  a  large 
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building,  and  one  of  those  modes  of  lighting 
shonldbe  immediately  provided. 

Mr.  EISLOP  thought  it  was  a  pity  the 
honourable  membei  for  DnnediA  South  had 
raised  the  question  as  to  who  ought  to  be 
blamed  with  respect  to  the  foundations  of  the 
building.  He  thought  it  would  be  very  much 
more  convenient  that  any  inquiry  with  regard 
to  it  should  be  made  at  a  time  when  all  the 
parties  blamed  might  have  an  opportunity  of 
advancing  their  particular  cases.  There  were 
two  statements  about  it :  one  by  the  architect 
that  blame  was  attachable  to  the  Public  Works 
Department  because  of  their  not  carrying  out 
the  recommendations  he  made  ;  while  the  Pub- 
lic Works  Department  thought  blame  was  at- 
tachable to  the  inspection  of  the  building,  inas- 
much ELS  they  say  that  the  foundations  were  not 
put  in  by  the  contractor  in  the  way  it  was  indi- 
cated in  the  contract  they  should  be.  He  did 
not  intend  to  enter  into  that  question  himself, 
and  he  thought  the  honourable  member  should 
not  ask  the  Committee  to  form  any  judgment 
until  due  time  had  been  given  for  the  inquiry 
which  it  was  intended  to  hold  into  the  matter. 
The  Committee  might  have  the  assurance  of 
the  Government,  with  regard  to  the  lighting, 
that,  until  the  whole  question  as  to  the  founda- 
tions was  inquired  into,  and  it  was  found  what 
was  the  best  course  to  pursue,  no  expense  for 
permanent  work  should  be  iucurreid.  The 
same  assurance  applied  to  the  matter  of  the 
doctor's  residence.  There  was  no  absolute 
necessity  for  a  residence ;  but  the  asylum  was 
very  much  crowded,  and  the  part  now  used  for 
a  doctor's  residence  would  oe  available  for 
patients  if  a  residence  were  erected.  But  the 
Government  hod  not,  so  far,  had  time  to  fully 
inquire  into  the  matter ;  and  what  they  pro- 
posed was  that,  in  the  meantime,  they  should 
carry  out  the  recommendations  of  the  head  of 
the  department  only  to  the  extent  of  putting 
the  money  on  the  estimates.  He  thought  the 
department  was  absolutely  convinced  that  the 
money  should  be  expended ;  but  it  would  not  be 
expended  unless  immediate  remedial  measures 
were  carried  out  as  to  foundations,  which,  he 
believed,  would  require  about  £800. 

Dr.  PITCHETT  was  very  glad  to  hear  the 
statement  of  the  Colonial  Secretary;  but, 
speaking  with  some  knowledge  of  the  building, 
he  thought  £800  would  be  totally  inadequate 
to  repair  the  building  e£Bciently.  He  hoped 
the  vote  would  not  be  reduced,  though  he 
hoped  the  Government  would  not  go  in  for 
a  scheme  of  electric  lighting. 

Mr.  3.  McKENZIE  said  it  seemed  to  him, 
from  what  had  been  said,  that  the  Government 
had  already  made  inquiry,  or  they  would  not  be 
able  to  make  these  recommendations.  There 
must  have  been  very  careful  inquiry  and  esti- 
mates made  as  to  these  foundations.  What- 
ever money  was  wanted  to  make  the  founda- 
tions secure  should  be  granted ;  but  the  House 
should  distinctly  say  that  no  more  money 
should  bo  spent  on  fresh  additions,  such  as  gas- 
works or  a  doctor's  residence,  until  the  whole 
question  of  whether  the  building  would  stand 
or  not  was  settled.  If  the  Ministry  would  give 
ifr.  Fiah 


that  assurance  he  would  withdraw  hii  amend- 
ment. 

Mr.  HISLOP  said  that  was  the  nnderstand- 
ing  of  the  Government. 

Mr.  TAYLOR  said  there  must  have  baan  bad 
construction  at  the  start,  and  probably  if  there 
had  been  better  supervision  the  slips  would  not 
have  happened. 

Mr.  FISH  said  the  supervision  had  been  aa 
perfect  as  for  any  work  that  had  ever  been 
done  in  the  colony,  one  of  the  best  possible 
clerks  of  works  being  engaged.  The  subsidenoa 
did  not  result  from  the  faulty  construction  of 
the  foundations,  but  through  the  drainage  being 
allowed  to  percolate  on  the  bed-rock. 

Mr.  MITCHELSON  said  on  engineer  had 
been  sent  down  to  examine  the  building,  and 
he  was  clearly  of  opinion  that  the  foundations 
were  not  constructed  in  a  proper  manner. 

Mr.  BOSS  had  read  all  the  letters  of  Mr. 
Lawson,  and  that  gentleman  did  not  blame 
Mr.  Blair.  He  thought  the  blame  lay  in 
another  quarter.  He  might  say  that  it  was 
scarcely  courteous  that  a  gentleman  in  'Mi. 
Lawson's  position  should  not  have  received  any 
reply  to  his  letters. 

Mr.  J.  McKenzie's  amendment  withdrawn. 

Dr.  NEWMAN  suggested  that  if  the  Govern- 
ment were  to  board  out  any  of  these  lunatics 
it  would  be  a  great  saving.  There  were  many 
of  them  who  might  very  well  obtain  employ- 
ment among  small  settlers  up-country.  This 
was  no  new  idea  of  his,  as  the  plan  had  been 
tried  in  other  places  with  great  success. 

Mr.  KELLY  did  not  think  the  small  settlers 
would  find  these  lunatics  of  any  use  to  them. 

Mr.  TUBNBULL  had  seen  at  Porima 
Asylum  a  man  who  was  as  strong  and  healthy 
as  himself,  and,  on  asking  him  why  he  did  not 
seek  work  outside,  he  said  he  did  not  like  it. 
And  yet  they  called  this  man  a  madman  t  There 
were  many  of  these  people  who  could  very  well 
be  employed  usefully  outside. 

Vote,  £29,000,  agreed  to. 

Hospitals  and  other  charitable  institations, 
£6,000,  agreed  to. 

Quarantine  stations,  £100,  agreed  to. 

School-buildings,  £40,000. 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE  wished  to  know  whether 
any  of  this  sum  was  to  be  spent  on  the  Waitald 
Girls'  High  School.  The  buildings  at  that  plaoe 
already  were  quite  sufficient  for  years  to  come. 
The  late  Government  made  an  arrangement  to 
hand  over  a  building  which  was  erected  for  a 
Customhouse,  and  the  Board  exchanged  that 
for  another  building  which  they  turned  into  a 
girls'  high  school,  so  that  there  was  no  neces- 
sity for  putting  up  any  building  there. 

Mr.  MITCHELSON  was  understood  to  say 
that  it  was  not  intended  to  devote  any  of  this 
money  to  the  purpose  referred  to. 

Dr.  PITCHETT  asked  whether  this  £40,000 
involved  any  reduction. 

Mr.  MITCHELSON  said  it  involved  a  con- 
siderable reduction. 

Dr.  FITCHETT  understood  that  the  Premier 
had  said  that  he  would  give  the  House  an 
opportunity  of  considering  the  whole  question 
of  the  education  expenditure;  and  if  there  wa 
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»  l*tee  leduction  in  this  vote  it  might  affect 
the  whole  qnestion.  He  thought  the  Minister 
should  allow  the  mattei  to  stand  ovei  till  the 
'whole  question  was  raised. 

Major  ATKINSON  said  the  amount  set  down 
for  sohool-buUdings  did  not  affect  the  general 
qaestion,  and  had  never  been  so  treated  by  the 
House.  There  was  no  fixed  amount  (or  school- 
buildings:  some  years  it  was  £50,000,  some 
£60,000,  and  so  on,  as  was  considered  neces- 
sary. 

Mr.  TURNBULIi  would  strongly  recommend 
the  Premier  to  oome  down  with  a  proposition 
to  take  another  £500,000  and  hand  it  over 
to  Commissioners,  to  be  invested  by  them  for 
school-buildings.  That  would  give  an  annual 
income  for  all  time  of  £25,000  for  that  purpose. 
As  the  matter  stood  at  present,  when  the  money 
taken  out  of  this  loan  was  exhausted  they 
would  either  have  to  tax  the  districts  for  any 
school -buildings  they  might  require,  or  the 
buildings  needed  would  have  to  be  paid  for  out  of 
consolidated  revenue. 

r>r.  NEWMAN  would  like  to  ask  the  Ministei 
in  charge  whether  it  was  the  intention  to  bring 
down  any  more  votes  under  this  head.  He 
felt  certain  that  the  amount  here  put  down 
would  not  be  sufficient.  In  the  Wellington  Dis- 
trict they  were  behindhand  with  their  school 
accommodation.  The  amount  which  had  been 
▼oted  for  this  district  for  some  years  had  been 
insufficient. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  indorsed  the  statement 
made  by  the  honourable  member  for  Thomdon. 
A  large  number  of  children  in  the  Wellington 
District  were  not  attending  school,  owing  to 
the  want  of  building-accommodation. 

Major  ATKINSON  said  that  it  meant  that, 
after  this  loan,  they  were  not  going  to  borrow 
any  more  money  for  school-buildings.  They 
must  get  the  money  in  some  other  way. 

Vote,  School-buildings,  £40,000,  agreed  to. 

CI.ASS    IX.— LlORTHODSES,    HaBBOUB  -  WOBSS, 

AND  Habboub  Defences. 

Lighthouses,  £4,300. 

Mr.  TURNBULL  asked  what  was  the  charge 
for  light-dues  at  the  present  time.  They  had 
spent  £150,000  in  building  lighthouses,  and 
there  was  a  large  annual  expenditure  in  main- 
taiuing  the  lighthouses.  His  opinion  was  that 
the  lighthouse  dues  were  so  low  that  the  colony 
was  losing  a  considerable  amount  of  money  in 
consequence. 

Major  ATKINSON  said  the  charge  was  4d.  a 
t(W  for  steamers,  6d.  a  ton  for  foreign  sailing 
'  vessels  every  time  they  arrived  in  port,  and  ^d. 
for  coastal  vessels. 

Mr.  TUBNBULL  asked  if  the  Union  Com- 
pany's steamers  came  under  the  heading  of 
coasting  vessels. 

Major  ATKINSON  said  they  were  treated  as 
ooaAters,  but  on  coming  from  the  other  colonies 
they  were  treated  as  foreign  vessels. 

Mr.  TURNBULL  said  the  present  low  rate 
for  these  steamers  was  unjust  to  the  colony. 
The  colony  should  raise  sufficient  revenue  from 
these  dues  to  pay  the  interest  on  the  expendi- 
taie  on  lighthouses. 


Vote,  £4,800,  agreed  to. 

Harbour- works,  £500,  agreed  to. 

The  House  adjourned  at  half-past  two  o'clock 


LEGISLATIVE  COUNCIL. 
Saturday,  17th  December,  1887. 


Special  Powers  nnd  Ck>ntractB  Bill— Oovaimment 
Ball  ways  BUI— Land  Bill. 

The  Hon.   the  Spsaksb  took  the  chair  at 
half-past  two  o'clock. 

Fbayebs. 

SPECIAL  POWERS  AND  CONTRACTS 
BILL. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  WATERHOUSE.  — Sir, 
honourable  members  are  aware  that  legislation 
of  the  nature  of  the  Special  Powers  and  Con- 
tracts Act  is  peculiar  to  New  Zealand.  Legis- 
lation of  such  a  character  is  not  tolerated  in 
any  other  part  of  the  world — certainly  not  in 
any  other  part  of  the  British  dominions,  where, 
I  believe,  legislation  of  such  a  character  would 
not  be  tolerated  for  a  moment.  The  system 
originated  with  us  ten  years  ago  in  the  pass- 
ing of  a  Bill  to  authorise  Crown  grants  being 
issued  under  certain  circumstances;  and  the 
practice  since  then  has  grsidually  developed 
from  that  until  it  has  attained  its  present  pro- 
portions. Last  year  the  Hon.  the  Attorney- 
General  took  up  the  matter,  and  made  a  most 
valuable  and  exhaustive  speech  on  the  subject, 
which  will  amply  repay  honourable  members 
for  the  time  and  trouble  spent  in  reading  it 
in  Hansard;  so  that  it  is  perfectly  unneces- 
sary for  me  to  go  over  the  same  ground.  I 
will  only  remark.  Sir,  that,  although  last  year 
he  and  the  Council  generally  put  themselves 
to  a  great  extent  in  opposition  to  the  system, 
and  excised  a  large  number  of  the  provisions 
of  the  Act,  still  it  contained  a  number  of 
provisions  which  go  to  exemplify  the  objeo-  ' 
tionable  character  of  this  kind  of  legislation. 
In  looking  through  the  Special  Powers  and 
Contracts  Act  of  last  year  it  is  apparent 
that  it  is  a  local  Act.  It  is  placed  among 
local  measures,  so  that  any  person  wishing 
to  make  himself  acquainted  with  the  pro- 
visions of  legislation  generally  would  be  apt 
to  overlook  Acts  of  this  description.  Pro- 
bably it  would  never  occur  to  him  that  it  was 
possible  that  in  a  Bill  of  this  kind  provisions 
should  be  introduced  overriding  general  Acts  of 
the  Legislature.  The  extent  to  which  this 
operates  is  shown  by  that  very  useful  publica- 
tion which  is  published  periodically,  and  which 
we  have  laid  on  the  table,  called  "Cumin's 
Index,"  in  which  are  introduced  all  amend- 
ments in  the  law  that  have  been  adopted  by 
the  Legislature.  But,  in  looking  through  it,  I 
observe  that  one  of  the  amendments  of  the  law 
which  have  been  passed  in  the  Special  Powers 
and  Contracts  Act,  and  which  would  have  the 
effect  of  altering  the  legislation  of  the  country, 
has  been  entirely  overlooked  by  Mr.  Cumin. 
Proficient  as  he  is  in  the  art  of  dealing  with 
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our  legislation,  he  himself  has  fallen  into  the 
inadvertency  of  not  examining  local  Acts  to  see 
whether  they  contained  provisions  which  af- 
fected the  general  legislation  of  the  coantry. 
Last  year  there  was  introduced  into  the  Special 
Powers  and  Contracts  Act  a  provision  relating 
to  the  Land  Transfer  Act — a  measure  that  waa 
applicable  to  the  colony  and  not  to  a  particu- 
Itki  district.    There  were  also  in  it  provisions 
affecting  the  Rating  Act,  provisions  introducing 
amendments  in  the  Corporations  Act,  in  the 
Public  Trustee  Act,   and  a  number  of  other 
Acts;  so  that  it  is  impossible  for  any  person 
who  is  not  acquainted  with  local  legislation  as 
well  as  general  legislation  to  know  the  law  of 
the  land  on  each  subject.     Not  only  so,  but 
these  Bills  often  contam  a  variety  of  provisions 
of  an  exclusively  local  nature  which,  owing  to 
their  being  introduced  into  a  Bill  of  this  sort, 
do  not  pass  through    the  ordeal  that  other 
local  Bills  would  pass  through,  and  therefore 
are  not  so  keenly  criticized.     And  not  only 
that,   Sir,   but,   as   honourable  members  ore 
aware,  these  provisions,  of  the  very  important 
nature  that  they  are,  are  brought  in  at  the 
last  moment  of  the  session.   To  my  knowledge, 
frequently   these    Bills    have    come    up   from 
the  other  branch  of   the  Legislature   having 
clauses  in  them  that  were  still  in  manuscript 
and  which  we  have  had  to  consider  in  this 
Council  while  still  in  manuscript.    This  is  so 
well  known  to  honourable  members  that  I  need 
not  further  refer  to  it.    Every  member  in  this 
Council  must  arrive  at  the  conclusion  that  this 
mode  of  U-gislatiun  is  objectionable;  and  the 
sooner  we  do  away  with  it  and  arrive  at   a 
correct  class  of  legislation  the  better.    There 
is  reason  to  believe,  I  hear,  that  no  measure 
of  this  sort  will  be  introduced  during  the  pre- 
sent session  of  Parliament ;  but,  nevertheless, 
I  think  it  desirable  to  proceed  with  the  present 
motion,  because  it  gives  ample  notice  to  suc- 
ceeding Governments  of  what  is  the  intention 
of   the   Council.     They  cannot  hereafter  say 
that  they  are  taken  by  surprise,  and  I  trust  the 
effect  will  be  that  this  objectionable  mode  of 
legislation  will  be  done  away  with  altogether. 
Where  legislation  is  required  for  a  particular 
object,  that  particular  object  should  be  the  sub- 
ject of  a  paxticular  Bill.    I  have  introduced  into 
the  motion  words  token  from  the  Instructions 
to  the  Governor.    These  Instructions  have  not, 
apparently,  been  always  carried  out ;  they  state 
what  is  the  wholesome  system  of  legislation, 
and  what  is  the  system  adopted  in  other  parts 
of  the  British   dominions,   and    Indicate    the 
ooorse  which  should  be  followed  in  all  our  Bills. 
It  is,  "  That,  in  the  passing  of  all  laws,  each 
different  matter  should   be  provided  for  by  a 
different  law,  without  intermixing  in  one  and 
the  same  law  such  things  as  have  no  proper 
relation  to  each  other."    Honourable  members 
are  aware  that  this  principle  is  violated,  and 
has  been  violated  in  every  Special  Powers  and 
Contracts  Act  that  we  have  passed.    I  trust  we 
shall  insert  this  principle  on  our  records,  and 
that  this  objectionable  mode  of  legislation  will 
not  be  recurred  to  in  succeeding  sessions.   I  beg 
to  move  the  motion  standing  in  my  name, 
flora.  Mr.  Waterhouu 


Motion  made,  and  question  proposed,  ''  That 
this  Council,  coruidering  it  of  the  highest  im- 
portance that,  in  the  paeaing  of  all  laws,  each 
different  matter  should  be  provided  for  by  a 
different  law,  without  intermixing  in  one  and 
the  same  law  such  things  as  have  no  proper  re- 
lation to  each  other,  will  refuse  to  sanction  any 
proposed  legislation  of  the  nature  of  the  Special 
Powers  and  Contracts  Act." — (Hon.  Mr.  Wates- 

HOUSX.) 

The  Hon.  Mr.  SCOTLAND.— I  do  not  see 
that  there  is  anything  very  dangerous  or  ob- 
jectionable in  our  Special  Powers  and  ContaictB 
Bills.  It  seems  to  me  that  any  Special  Powers 
and  Contracts  Bill  is  intended  to  meet  a  large 
number  of  hard  cases — there  are  such  things — 
and  to  legalise  rights  which  cannot  very  w^ 
be  upheld  in  any  Court  of  law  or  equity,  or  by 
any  other  means  whatever.  It  is  qnite  right, 
therefore,  that  there  should  be  some  means 
of  meeting  such  cases,  and  doing  justice  where 
it  is  demanded  ;  and,  as  for  a  number  of  onsca 
being  put  together  in  one  Bill,  well,  it  there  are 
fifty  cases,  I  do  not  see  any  harm  in  patting 
them  in  one  measure  instead  of  having  an  Act 
for  each  special  cose. 

The  Hon.  Sir  P.  WHITAKEB.— The  Council, 
I  am  sure,  is  aware  of  the  fact  that  nobody  bos 
opposed  Bills  of  this  character  more  than  I 
have,  and  especially  during  the  session  of  1886, 
when  there  was  a  great  cry  about  this  class  of 
Bills.  No  doubt  there  are  a  great  many  things 
introduced  into  these  Bills  which  ought  not  to 
be  in  them  ;  and  I  think  that  things  affecting 
local  matters,  altering  public  statutes,  should 
not  be  introduced  in  such  a  form.  But,  on  the 
other  hand,  there  ore  things  which  may  pro- 
perly he  introduced  into  a  Bill  of  this  land. 
In  the  Bill  of  1886  there  were  about  one 
hundred  cases.  I  am  speaking  now  from  recol- 
lection, but  I  think  the  Council  struck  out 
about  sixty  or  seventy  of  the  items  ;  but  many 
were  passed  owing  to  certain  promises  having 
been  made  from  time  to  time.  And  these  Bills 
have  been  assented  to  by  the  Assembly  from 
time  to  time;  and  it  was  thought  by  the  ma- 
jority of  the  Council  that  it  was  not  desirable 
to  strike  out  every  one  of  these  objectionable 
cases.  But  I  do  not  thiuk  we  need  pass  a  mo- 
tion of  this  kind  this  session.  I  think  it  would 
be  unwise.  The  motion  refers  to  the  inter- 
mixing in  one  and  the  some  law  of  such  things 
as  have  no  proper  relation  to  each  other.  It 
would  be  very  awkward,  no  doubt,  to  pus  a 
separate  Act  —  which  would  require  to  go 
through  all  the  necessary  forms  before  and 
after  its  introduction — for  each  of  these  cases. 
I  may  say  that  I  am  not  aware  that  theis  is 
a  Special  Powers  aud  Contracts  Bill  coming 
down  this  session.  So  far  as  I  know,  there  is 
no  intention  on  the  part  of  the  Govemment  to 
introduce  such  a  Bill  this  session ;  but,  if  such 
a  Bill  came  through  my  hands,  I  would  take 
care  that  it  did  not  contain  such  objectionable 
provisions  as  are  contained  in  the  Act  of  188£. 
If  I  had  been  the  honourable  gentleman  whs 
moved  this  motion  I  would  have  waited,  and 
then,  if  a  Bill  of  this  character  were  intro- 
I  duced,  I  would  raise  the  question  on  the  pan- 
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ciple  that  has  been  alluded  to— introducing 
several  cases  into  the  Act  of  a  totally  difierent 
character.  But  I  think  it  is  better  to  let  the 
matter  stand  over  aa  it  is  at  present,  and  that 
vte  should  wait  until  ne  have  something  to  deal 
'with,  some  case  of  the  kind  he  complains  of, 
and  then  lay  down  some  rules  for  the  future. 
I  think  the  Council  could  very  well  prescribe 
a  rule.  The  Council  were  unanimous  on  the 
snl^'ect  when  the  question  waspreviously  raised, 
and  I  think  the  report  of  the  Committee  which 
was  appointed  for  the  purpose  of  considering 
the  subject  was  generally  acceded  to.  If  ray 
honourable  friend  would  withdraw  the  motion, 
the  Council  would  in  future  have  an  opportunity 
of  dealing  with  any  Bill  which  contains  any 
principle  of  the  objectionable  nature  to  which 
he  referred. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  REYNOLDS.— It  seems  to 
me  very  strange  that  the  Hon.  the  Attorney- 
General  cannot  inform  the  Council  whether 
such  a  Bill  as  the  Special  Powers  and  Contracts 
Bill  is  to  come  down  or  not  this  session.  The 
present  notice  has  been  on  the  Order  Paper  for 
some  time,  and  surely  the  honourable  gentle- 
naem  has  had  an  opportunity  of  consulting  with 
his  colleagues,  and  of  saying  whether  such  a 
Bill  is  to  come  down  or  not. 

The  Hon.  Sir  P.  WHITAKEB.— I  have  not 
heard  of  any  Bill  of  that  kind  coming  down. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  REYNOLDS.— The  honour- 
able gentleman  says  he  has  not  heard  of  any 
Bill  of  that  kind  coming  down ;  but  I  think 
that  there  have  been  so  many  transactions — 
Tery  shady  transactions — carried*  through  by 
these  Bills  that  it  is  necessary,  if  introduced, 
that  they  should  be  brought  down  early  in  the 
session,  so  that  the  Council  may  have  an  oppor- 
tunity of  sayinc  whether  they  shall  be  passed 
or  not.  It  is  all  very  well  to  propose  that  the 
motion  should  be  postponed  till  next  week, 
because  honourable  members  will  be  going 
away,  and  Ministers  will  be  carrying  on  with 
a  handful  of  members.  I  think  the  Hon.  Mr. 
Waterhouse  deserves  the  thanks  of  the  Council 
for  taking  up  the  matter  as  he  has  done,  and  I 
know  that  the  Council  will  carry  this  resolution, 
because  the  Government  have  had  ample  oppor- 
tunity of  knowing  whether  there  was  such  a 
Bill  or  not  coming  down.  And,  seeing  that  the 
Hon.  the  Attorney-Qeneral  cannot  say  for  cer- 
tain that  such  a  Bill  is  not  coming  down,  the 
only  way  is  to  carry  the  resolution  which  has 
been  moved. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  HOLMES.— I  have  much 
pleasure  in  supporting  the  motion  of  my  honour- 
able friend  Mr.  Waterhouse.  I  think  it  very 
necessary  indeed  that  some  such  resolution 
should  be  come  to  as  that  which  is  proposed. 
In  times  gone  by  the  dissatisfaction  and  ill- 
feeling  that  have  been  evoked  in  the  Council 
in  consequence  of  many  bod  propositions  con- 
tained in  these  Bills  were  such  that  they  ought 
not  to  be  permitted  to  recur.  I  cannot  say 
whether  a  Bill  should  not  be  brought  in  to 
meet  any  special  claim  that  may  properly 
arise  ;  but  I  think  that  those  cases  should  not 
be  massed  in  a  conglomeration  which  very  few 
honourable  members  would  give  attention  to  at 


the  end  of  the  session.    I  think  the  sooner  we 

?ut  a  stop  to  this  sort  of  thing  the  better,  toid 
shall  be  glad  to  support  such  a  motion  aa 
this. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  BUCKLEY.— I  hope  my 
honourable  friend  will  go  on  with  his  resolu- 
tion. The  Hon.  the  Attorney-General  has  laid 
great  stress  on  the  Special  Powers  and  Con- 
tracts Act  of  1886.  I  think  we  did,  on  that 
occasion,  strike  out  one-half  of  the  local  Bills 
"  dodges  " — I  think  they  were  called  "  swindles  " 
— that  were  proposed  in  that  Bill.  I  think  we 
struck  them  out  at  the  instance  of  the  Hon. 
Dr.  Pollen,  who  is  not  now  here,  and  it  was  at 
his  instance  that  a  great  deal  of  pruning  was 
efiected  in  the  measure.  No  one  could  have 
objected  more  to  the  passing  of  that  Bill  than 
did  my  honourable  friend.  I  looked  over  and 
referred  to  the  measure  which  formed  the  sub- 

i'ect  of  discussion  in  the  Council  yesterday. 
i  I  had  looked  in  the  schedule  I  should  have 
found  it  there,  no  doubt;  but  I  had  some  trouble 
in  finding  it,  though  I  found  it  at  last  in  the 
Special  Powers  and  Contracts  Bill,  which  had 
no  reference  whatever  to  the  Bill  under  discus- 
sion. I  think  that  there  should  be  some  means 
to  indicate  the  nature  of  the  provisions  in 
measures  of  this  sort,  and  the  statutes  they 
affect.  I  think  it  is  not  right  to  put  these 
Bills  through  at  the  end  of  the  session ;  and, 
although  I  have  endeavoured  to  put  two  or 
three  through  myself,  I  must  say  I  always  ob- 
ject to  that,  and  I  still  object  to  it.  I  hope 
the  Council  will  pass  this  resolution,  and  thiat 
we  shall  never  allow  any  more  of  these  Bills  to 
be  brought  forward  and  passed. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  WATERHOUSE.— With  re- 
ference to  the  request  of  the  Hon.  the  Attorney- 
General  that  I  should  withdraw  the  motion,  I 
should  have  pleasure  in  doing  so  if  I  felt  that 
the  course  was  desirable  in  itself.  But  I  do 
not  agree  with  the  argument  upon  which  the 
honourable  gentleman  has  recommended  me 
to  adopt  that  course.  He  said  that  there  is  no 
such  Bill  now  before  the  Legislature,  and  that 
it  is  time  enough  to  lay  down  such  a  rule  when 
one  is  before  us.  When  a  Bill  of  that  kind 
is  before  us,  it  would  then  be  said  it  is  too  late 
to  do  this — that  I  should  have  taken  steps  be- 
fore, in  order  to  prevent  the  Bill  being  brought 
in.  I  feel  that  it  would  be  making  a  great 
mistake  to  delay  the  tabling  of  a  resolution  of 
this  character.  If  the  resolution  ii  adopted, 
I  hope  the  result  will  be  that  this  objectionable 
mode  of  legislation  will  be  stopped,  and  that 
every  difierent  measure  will  be  introduced  as 
a  separate  Bill. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

GOVERNMENT  RAILWAYS  BILL. 
The  Hon.  Sir  P.  WHITAKEB.— I  think  the 
Council  will  agree  as  to  the  necessity  of  a  Bill 
of  this  character  being  brought  forward.  There 
is,  no  doubt,  a  great  deal  of  dissatisfaction  with 
the  present  state  of  the  law  on  the  subject. 
We  find  it  in  every  direction.  We  find  it  in 
the  House  of  Representatives,  where  petitions 
are  being  constantly  presented,  resolutions 
moved,  and  questions  asked  in  reference  to 
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lailways.  And  pressure  is  being  brought  to 
bear  from  time  to  time  by  one  party  or  another 
in  reference  to  the  subject.  The  newspapers 
express  general  dissatisfaction  with  the  manage- 
ment of  the  railways,  and  to  a  certain  extent 
they  represent  the  public  feeling  on  the  mat- 
ter. There  is  no  doubt  that  a  great  deal  of 
pressure  of  an  objectionable  kind  is  brought  to 
Dear  on  Ministers,  and  especially  on  tha  Minis- 
ter for  Public  Works.  There  are  a  great  num- 
ber who  desire  to  serve  their  friends  or  those 
agreeing  with  them  in  politics;  and  we  find 
that  it  constantly  is  the  case  that  pressure  of 
that  kind  is  brought  to  bear  to  a  great  and  very 
objectionable  extent.  Di£Sculties  of  a  simi- 
lar kind  have  been  experienced  in  the  other 
colonies,  and  in  Victoria  more  especially.  The 
result  has  been  that  in  Victoria  an  Act  has 
been  passed  of  a  similar  character  to  this 
measure.  In  fact,  this  Bill  is  to  a  certain 
extent  founded  npon  that  Act.  They  passed 
that  Act,  no  doubt,  for  the  purpose  of  getting 
rid  of  the  difficulties  which  surrounded  the 
question  as  it  stood  before.  The  Act  in  Vic- 
toria has  been  in  operation  for  the  last  four 
years,  and,  so  far  as  I  can  ascertain, — and  a 
good  deal  of  trouble  was  taken  to  ascertain 
the  views  of  the  people  of  Victoria  before  this 
Bill  was  framed, — it  was  found  that  the  new 
system  has  generally  worked  very  satisfac- 
torily. The  result  of  that  has  been  that  New 
South  Wales  is  following  the  example  of  Vic- 
toria. Whether  the  Bill  which  has  been  be- 
fore the  New  South  Wales  Parliament  has 
passed  at  the  present  time  I  do  not  know.  At 
•11  events,  the  New  South  Wales  Bill  was 
framed  on  the  model  of  the  Victorian  mea- 
sure, and  I  think  it  is  better  in  some  respects 
than  the  Victorian  Act.  We  had  these 
measures  before  us  in  framing  the  Bill  now 
before  the  Council.  I  think  it  will  be  found 
that  the  changes  we  have  made  will  be  very 
much  for  the  better.  No  doubt  our  circum- 
stances are  not  precisely  the  same  as  those  of 
New  South  Wales  and  Victoria.  I  do  not 
think  that  in  this  colony  the  difficulties  we 
have  met  with  so  far  have  been  so  great  as 
those  met  with  in  Victoria  and  New  South 
Wales.  I  may  quote  a  few  lines  on  this  sub- 
ject from  a  speech  by  Mr.  Richardson,  late 
Minister  for  Public  Works,  who  has  probably 
had  more  experience  with  regard  to  railways 
in  this  part  of  the  world  than  any  other  man 
in  the  colony  :  at  all  events,  I  do  not  know  any 
one  who  has  had  more.     He  says, — 

"  Now,  I  think  there  has  been  a  great  deal 
of  misapprehension  in  this  House  and  in  the 
country  generally  as  to  the  reason  why  the 
railways  of  Victoria  were  handed  over  to  a 
Board.  It  was  not  owing' to  any  such  system 
of  management  as  the  honourable  member  re- 
ferred to,  but  it  was  because  of  the  enormous 
political  influence  that  was  brought  to  bear  for 
securing  employment  on  the  railways  for  the 
friends  of  members  of  Parliament,  supporters 
of  the  Government  for  the  time  being.  Abuse 
in  that  direction  had  grown  to  such  an  extent 
in  connection  witli  the  Victorian  railways  that 
it  was  absolutely  necessary  that  something 
Hon.  Sir  F.  Whitaher 


should  be  done.  It  was  a  notorious  fact  that 
the  skilled  officers  in  the  department,  thoM 
who  really  understood  their  work,  were  actually 
being  impeded  by  the  enormous  number  OE 
persons  foroed  upon  the  deportment  owing  to 
that  political  influence  of  which  I  have  spoken. 
That  was  really  the  reason  of  the  Government 
of  Victoria  adopting  this  different  system  of 
management.  And,  if  my  information  is  oor- 
raot — and  I  am  sure  it  is,  because  it  comes 
from  one  of  the  highest  authorities  in  New 
South  Wales — that  sort  of  thing  has  also  gone 
on  in  New  South  Wales,  although  not  to  the 
same  extent  as  in  Victoria;  and  that  is  re- 
garded as  a  cause  for  alarm.  It  seems  to 
them  that  the  only  way  out  of  the  difficulty 
is  to  completely  alter  the  system  of  manage- 
ment." 

I  do  not  need,  however,  to  appeal  to  this 
authority,  for  it  is  perfectly  obvious  that  the 
necessary  result  of  our  present  system  will  be 
that  which  has  been  experienced  in  Victooa 
and  New  South  Wales.  I  need  not  veiy  much 
longer  pursue  this  subject,  because  I  think 
there  is  a  general  feeling  throughout  the  Legis- 
lature, and  amongst  the  pubUc — in  fact,  it  is 
the  feeling  of  everybody  who  knows  anything 
of  the  subject — that  some  alteration  should  take 
place.  When  the  present  Government  cams 
mto  office  this  was  one  of  the  subjects  which 
very  early  cropped  up.  The  only  mode  of  deal- 
ing with  it,  we  thought,  was  to  follow  the  lead 
of  Victoria  and  New  South  Wales,  and  frame 
an  Act  for  ourselves.  We  had  the  Victorian 
Act  and  the  New  South  Wales  Bill  before  ua 
in  framing  this  measure ;  therefore,  in  the 
course  we  are  recommending,  we  are  not  taking 
a  leap  in  the  dark.  We  know  what  the  result 
has  been  in  Victoria,  and  we  hope  that  the  re- 
sult will  be  equally  satisfactory  hero.  Looking, 
then,  at  the  fact  that  we  ore  on  a  bad  road 
which  will  load  us  into  difficulties  if  we  con- 
tinue in  it,  I  think  it  will  be  generally  acknov- 
ledgcd  that  some  alteration  of  the  present 
system  must  be  made.  I  shall  assume,  thers- 
fore,  that  the  Council,  to  a  certain  extent, 
agrees  with  the  Government  in  this:  that 
something  evidently  requires  to  be  done.  I  do 
not  know  whether  any  honourable  gentleman 
is  so  much  in  love  with  the  present  system 
that  he  will  get  up  and  defend  it.  It  appears 
to  me  that  a  large  majority  of  the  present 
Assembly  have  testified  in  the  other  Hooss 
that  they  are  in  favour  of  the  Bill,  and  tha 
feeling  generally  is  that  some  alteration  shoald 
take  place.  The  question,  therefore,  is.  What 
should  that  alteration  be  ?  The  Government 
have  given  the  matter  a  great  deal  of  consideza- 
tion,  and  have  token  a  great  deal  of  pains 
with  this  Bill.  It  has  been  more  or  Uat 
thought  of  since  the  present  Government  cams 
into  office.  Information  has  been  collected 
from  Victoria  and  other  sources,  and,  collatiBg 
all  these  things,  the  result  is  the  Bill  which  is 
now  before  the  Council.  I  think  that  this  Bill 
will  be  found  to  be  a  very  great  improvement 
on  the  present  system.  No  doubt  blame,  to 
a  certain  extent,  is  thrown  upon  the  railway 
officers;   but,  so  far  sis  I  can  gather,  veiy 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1887.] 


Oovemment 


[CODNCrL.] 


Bailways  Bill. 


811 


much  of  the  blame  ought  not  to  be  put  upon 
them.  It  is  the  system  that  is  wrong  in  itself. 
It  is  upon  a  wrong  principle,  and,  that  being  so, 
the  sooner  we  set  about  making  an  alteration 
the  better.  I  will  call  attention  to  the  pro- 
visions which  the  Bill  now  before  the  Council 
contains  for  starting  an  entirely  new  system  so 
far  as  we  are  concerned.  But,  as  I  say,  we 
have  got  the  benefit  of  the  experience  of  Vio- 
toxia,  where  an  Act  of  a  similar  kind  has  been 
in  operation  for  the  last  four  years.  What  is 
done,  therefore,  is  this :  The  management 
of  the  railways  is  to  be  put  in  the  hands  of 
Commissioneis.  The  Commissioners  are  to  bo 
three  in  number,  and  they  are  to  be  beyond  all 
political  influence  whatever,  and  placed  entirely 
upon  a  footing  which  is  to  give  them  an  inde- 
pendent position.  They  are  appointed  for  a 
certain  number  of  years  —  five  years  is  the 
number  fixed — and  they  are  to  have  specified 
salaries.  They  are  to  have  the  entire  control 
of  the  railways.  The  management  of  the  rail- 
ways will  thus  be  left  free  from  any  political 
influence  whatever,  and  this  management  will 
be  handed  over  to  the  control  of  these  Com- 
missioners, who  are  independent  of  any  poli- 
tical influence.  Then  comes  the  question  of 
the  salary  to  be  paid  to  the  Chief  Commissioner. 
This  point  has  been  considered  by  the  Govern- 
ment daring  the  last  two  months,  and  the 
amount  of  salary  was  not  filled  in  when  the 
Bill  was  introduced  in  the  other  branch  of  the 
Legislature.  But  the  House,  to  a  certain 
extent,  I  think,  on  the  lead  of  the  Government, 
filled  in  the  salary  of  the  Chief  Commissioner 
at  £1,S00  a  year.  It  seems,  however,  now  to 
be  considered  that  £1,500  a  year  would  not  be 
sufficient  to  procure  a  first-rate  man  from 
Bngland.  Therefore  it  has  been  proposed  to 
increase  the  salary,  and  if  that  is  to  be  done  it 
will  be  by  Governor's  message  to  both  Houses. 
The  powers  of  the  Commissioners  are  defined 
in  the  Second  Part  of  the  Bill.  They  are  to 
have  entire  control  of  the  constructed  rail- 
ways, and  they  will  have  the  entire  manage- 
ment, working,  and  maintenance  of  them. 
But  they  will  have  nothiug  to  do  with 
railways  only  partially  constructed.  That 
would  be  the  position  when  the  new  system 
comes  into  operation.  Provision  is  made  sub- 
sequently to  tnat  with  regard  to  the  lines  that 
are  under  construction  now.  The  difficulty  of 
handing  these  lines  over  to  the  Commissioners 
is  this:  The  Public  Works  Office  has  not  only 
charge  of  railways,  but  it  has  charge  of  roads, 
harbours,  and  various  other  things,  which  could 
not  be  very  well  handed  over  to  the  Commis- 
sioners. But  the  object  is  that,  so  far  as  we 
can,  this  shall  be  brought  to  a  termination  as 
soon  as  possible,  and  that  the  railways  shall  be 
brought  to  a  termination  within  the  next  three 
years;  and  if  not,  and  it  should  be  the  will 
of  the  Legislature  that  any  farther  railways 
should  be  constructed,  the  proper  persons  to 
construct  them  will  be  these  Commissioners. 
Provision  is  made  in  the  Bill  that,  if  it  is  found 
convenient,  the  construction  of  such  works  shall 
be  handed  over  to  the  Commissioners.  If  at 
present  we  handed  over  the  lines  in  course  of 


oonstmotion  we  should  then  have  to  keep 
three  distinct  staffs.  As  the  Bill  was  origi- 
nally drawn  it  was  intended  to  hand  everything 
over ;  but  when  it  came  to  be  considered  care- 
fully it  was  seen  that  harbours,  roads,  bridges, 
and  a  number  of  other  works  whioh  are  in 
hand  could  not  very  well  be  handed  over  to  the 
Commissioners.  Power  is  given  to  the  Go- 
vernor to  hand  over  railways  or  other  works  to 
the  Commissioners,  as  may  be  deemed  desirable ; 
and,  if  in  the  future  it  is  deemed  wise  to  make 
further  rckilways,  the  Commissioners  will  be 
available  for  that  purpose.  At  present  I  do  not 
see  that  we  shall  be  in  a  position  to  make  any 
more  railways  for  some  time.  I  do  not  think  it 
is  justifiable  to  go  on  as  we  have  been  going  on 
for  the  last  seventeen  years,  and  making  lines 
in  the  way  we  have  done  by  borrowed  money. 
As  far  as  the  policy  of  the  present  Government 
is  concerned,  that  system  is  to  come  to  an  end. 
We  do  not  propose  at  once  to  stop  everything. 
That  is  impossible,  inasmuch  as  we  should 
throw  away  all  the  money  we  have  expended 
on  incomplete  works ;  but  we  propose  that  at 
the  earliest  possible  time  we  shall  cease  to 
expend  any  more  money  on  works  of  this 
character  out  of  loon.  If  we  have  any  money 
to  spare  out  of  consolidated  revenue,  it  may 
be  a  question  how  that  could  be  spent.  That, 
however,  does  not  seem  to  be  a  question  likely 
to  trouble  us  now.  I  would  now  call  attention 
to  clause  27,  which  is  an  important  section. 
That  section  says, — 

"  Nothing  in  Part  VII.  of  '  The  Public  Works 
Act,  1882,'  contained  shall  be  deemed  or  taken 
to  authorise  or  entitle  the  Governor  or  the 
Minister,  or  any  person  acting  on  behalf  of  the 
said  Governor  or  Minister,  to  inspect  or  ex- 
amine, or  to  exercise  in  any  manner  super- 
vision, superintendence,  or  control  over,  any  of 
the  railways  vested  in,  or  that  may  be  vested 
in,  the  Commissionots  under  this  Act ;  and  it 
shall  not  in  any  case  be  necessary  to  appoint 
any  General  Manager  for  any  such  railway." 

The  object  of  that  is,  as  I  have  said,  to  take  the 
matter  entirely  out  of  political  influence.  If 
we  hand  over  this  power  to  the  Commissioners 
I  think  we  should  hand  it  over  unfettered. 
The  moment  we  begin  to  fetter  the  Commis- 
sioners is  tlie  moment  we  shall  get  into  diffi- 
culties. I  have  seen  notices  of  motion  in 
another  place  professing  to  instruct  the  Com- 
missioners to  consider  the  state  of  the  country, 
and  giving  a  variety  of  other  instructions  to 
them.  I  object  to  any  such  instructions  being 
given  whatever.  We  shall  hand  the  railways 
over  to  them,  and  tell  them  that  we  want  to 
make  these  railways  pay,  that  we  want  to  open 
the  country,  and  we  want  the  railways  to  pay 
interest  on  the  money  borrowed,  and  we  desire, 
so  far  as  that  can  be  brought  about,  that  every 
facility  should  be  given  to  people  to  bring  their 
produce  to  market,  and  open  the  country.  If  we 
only  consider  the  opening-up  of  the  country, 
it  means  taxation  on  the  community  at  large, 
and  very  unfairly,  to  a  certain  extent.  It  ap- 
pears  to  me  that  we  should  leave  it  to  the  Com- 
missioners, without  any  instructions  from  the 
Government,  to  do  the  best  they  can  for  the 
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country  at  large,  taking  in  view  that  it  is  de- 
sirable that  the  country  sboald  be  opened  np, 
and  every  privilege  be  afforded  of  communica- 
tion between  different  parts  o{  the  colony ;  but 
that,  at  the  same  time,  it  is  also  necessary  that 
the  railways  should  at  all  events  be  able  to 
contribute  a  very  large  amount  of  interest  on 
the  money  which  has  been  borrowed  for  the 
construction  of  the  lines.  I  would  now  refer  to 
a  few  words  in  section  SI.  That  provides  that 
Commissioners  are  to  decide  as  to  the  sites  for 
stations,  etcetera.  At  present  pressure  is  brou  ght 
to  bear  on  the  Minister  in  regard  to  where  sta- 
tions should  be  placed.  Although  I  do  not  say 
that  there  is  any  case  in  which  the  station  has 
been  placed  in  any  other  situation  than  that 
which  is  best  for  the  public  generally,  still 
pressure  is  continually  Drought  on  Ministers 
to  put  stations  in  particular  places  to  suit  par- 
ticular individuals.  I  do  not  know  any  case 
in  which  such  pressure  has  been  given  way  to, 
but  honourable  members  are  well  aware  that 
pressure  of  that  kind  is  constantly  being  made. 
Therefore  it  is  provided  in  this  Bill  that  "  The 
Commissioners  shall  be  the  authority  to  de- 
cide on  the  position,  character,  and  suitable- 
ness of  all  stations."  The  object  of  (hat  is 
to  take  away  from  the  exercise  of  political 
influence  the  fixing  of  sites  for  stations,  and  to 
relieve  the  Ministers  of  all  these  applications 
which  have  been  so  very  troublesome,  and,  I 
have  no  doubt,  difficult  to  deal  with.  There 
are  a  few  words  in  clause  84  which  I  entirely 
-disapprove  of.  When  the  Bill  was  under  con- 
sideration a  discussion  took  place  on  the  sub- 
ject of  this  clause  between  myself  and  the 
permanent  officers  of  the  railway  and  my 
colleagues,  and  especially  the  Minister  for 
Public  Works.  I  consider  that,  under  any 
circumstances,  the  interference  of  Licensing 
Committees  with  the  Oovernment  railways 
would  be  exceedingly  objectionable,  and  should 
not  be  entertained.  The  Bill,  as  originally 
drawn,  left  out  the  words,  "with  the  approval 
of  the  Licensing  Committees."  At  present  the 
Licensing  Committees  grant  licenses  for  the 
sale  of  liquors  at  our  railway-stations,  and  the 
consequence  is,  some  of  these  places  are  al- 
lowed to  remain  open  till  twelve  o'clock  at 
night.  The  result  is  that  probably  there  is 
no  train  after  nine  or  ten  o'clock,  and  yet  the 
railway  authorities  are  obliged  to  keep  a  num- 
ber of  people  about  the  railway  while  these 
establishmenta  are  open.  If  the  railway 
authorities  had  the  power  when  the  last  train 
had  gone  of  shutting  up  these  liquor-houses 
it  would  save  a  great  deal  of  expense  and 
trouble ;  and  not  only  that,  but  it  would,  to 
a  certain  extent,  make  the  facilities  for  people 
getting  drink  less  than  they  are  at  the  present 
time.  I  am  sure  that  would  be  considered 
very  advisable.  When  we  come  to  that  in 
Committee  I  will  suggest  that  these  words  be 
struck  out.  I  feel  strongly  about  it,  because  I  am 
sure  their  retention  would  lead  to  difficulties. 
I  say  that  it  is  out  of  the  question  that  these 
Licensing  Committees  throughout  the  country 
should  have  the  opportunity  of  interference 
with  the  Oovernment  railway-stations.  There 
Son.  Sir  F.  Whitaker 


are  different  inrstemg  in  different  parts  of  the 
country,  and  the  moment  a  train  passes  over  a 
certain  line  the  passengers  are  in  a  district  when 
a  different  system  prevails,  so  that  the  puUie 
do  not  know  what  rules  they  have  to  follow. 
On  a  long  line  of  railway  there  may  be  half  a 
dozen  different  systems  met  with.  I  feel  satis- 
fied that  the  Council  will  agree  with  the  Bill  as 
it  originally  stood,  and  that  honourable  mem- 
bers will  agree  with  the  observations  which  I 
now  make  in  regard  to  this  point.  Of  conise 
the  Commissioners  have  power  to  make  by- 
laws. I  proceed  now  to  notice  clause  39.  Ai 
honourable  members  are  aware,  the  Govern- 
ment have  telegraph  lines  apart  altogether 
from  the  railways,  but,  for  the  purpose  of  work- 
ing the  railways  with  safety  ana  wiUi  advantage, 
it  is  necessary  that  there  should  be  telegraph 
lines  peculiarly  suited  to  the  Railway  Depiurt- 
meiit ;  that  they  should  be  free  from  any  other 
interference  whatever.  In  subsection  (2)  of 
this  section  it  is  provided  that  these  lines  may 
be  used,  "  so  far  as  is  consistent  with  the  free 
and  efficient  working  of  the  railways,  for  die 
transmission  of  messages  by  the  public."  That 
convenience  is  to  be  cSorded  to  the  public,  but 
the  first  consideration,  of  course,  is  that  theae 
lines  must  be  used  for  the  railway ;  but,  so  fu 
as  is  practicable,  facilities  are  to  be  given  to  the 
public  in  this  respect.  I  do  not  know  whether 
I  need  go  further  into  this  matter.  All  that  I 
can  do  now  is  to  call  the  attention  of  the 
Council  to  what  appear  to  be  the  most  impor- 
tant and  prominent  features  of  the  Bill.  More 
details  I  pass  over.  We  know  that  the  Oovem- 
ment departments  often  do  not  take  precisely 
the  same  view.     Clause  41  provides  that — 

"  In  cose  any  difference  shall  arise  between 
the  Commissioners  and  the  Postmaster-General 
with  regard  to  the  terms  and  conditions  on 
which  any  contract  or  agreement  shall  be 
mode,  or  otherwise  in  relation  thereto,  the 
same  shall  be  determined  by  the  Governor  in 
Council." 

That  appears  to  be  the  most  easy  way  of 
reconciling  any  difference  there  may  be.  Tb» 
Governor  in  Council  will,  of  course,  be  above 
any  consideration  as  to  favouritism  betweoi 
one  department  and  another,  and  would  pat 
matters  as  they  ought  to  be  put.  The  clause 
next  requiring  observation  from  me  refers  to  the 
contracts.  The  Commissioners  have  power  to 
make  contracts,  and  to  bind  themselves  as  to 
a  variety  of  matters,  and  it  is  essential  that 
they  should  have  these  powers.  Clauses  ace 
inserted  indicating  the  mode  in  which  oon- 
tracts  are  to  be  executed.  Now  wo  come  to  a 
very  important  part  of  the  Bill,  and  that  is  the 
expenditure  and  control  of  money.  Clause  46 
provides, — 

"All  moneys  appropriated  by  Parliament 
for  the  maintenance,  working,  or  management 
of  the  railways  by  this  Act  vested  in  the  Com- 
missioners, or  for  any  reconstruction  or  partial 
reconstruction  thereof,  or  duplication  or  other 
addition  to  or  extension  of  snch  railways,  or 
any  of  them,  or  any  part  thereof,  or  for  any 
purpose  in  connection  therewith,  shall  be  ex- 
pended under  the  control  and  management  ti 
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the  Commissioners.  The  provisions  of  this 
section  shall  extend  to  any  case  in  which  the 
Oovemor  in  Council  exercises  the  powers  con- 
ferred by  section  twenty-five  of  this  Act." 

By  these  means  the  accounts  are  placed  under 
the  ordinary  audit  of  the  country,  which  is  all 
that  is  necessary  for  performing  the  work.    It 
is  necessary,  of  course,  that  they  should  be 
audited.     I  think  that  in  Victoria  they  have 
created  a  special  audit,  but  this  appears  to  be 
wholly  unnecessary ;  and  so  I  sa'y  the  audit 
establishment  is  fully  sufficient  for  the  purpose 
of  auditing  the  accounts  of   these  Commis- 
sioners.   In  clause  56  provision  is  made  that 
employes  taking  fees  shall  lose  their  office,  and 
shall  be  subject  to  penalties.     All  these  ate 
necessary  provisions,  and  require  no  special 
notice  on  my  part.    A  very  important  part  of 
the  Bill  is  Part  III.,  commencing  at  clause  62. 
This   provides   that  the   Commissioners  may 
appoint  and  remove  employes,  and  pay  such 
salaries  and  wages  as  shall  be  determined  by 
theju  out  of  money  provided  by  Parliament. 
All  patronage  is  thus  taken  away  from  the 
Oovernment ;  the  patronage,  whatever  it  may 
be,  is  entirely  in  the  hands  of  the  Commis- 
sioners, and  it  is  dealt  with  in  a  way  that  I  shall 
come  to  presently.    Then,  it  is  also  provided 
how  persons  in  the  employment  of  the  Govern- 
ment in  the  railway  service  shall  be  passed 
over  from  one  department  to  the  other,  and 
that  each  of  those  who  have  been  in  the  Civil 
Service  shall  oease  to  be  in  such  service,  and 
shall  be  deemed  to  have  been  appointed  by  the 
Commissioners.    Clause  64  provides  that  all 
appointments  shall  be  to  the  lowest  grade  in 
each  of  the  various  branches  of  the  railway 
service,  and  that  they  shall  be  on  probation 
only;   and,  after  a  report  from  the  Commis- 
sioners that  the  probationer  has  conducted  him- 
self to  the  satisfaction  of  the  Commissioners, 
the  appointments  may    be    confirmed  by  the 
Commissioners.    I  would  lay  stress  on  the  fact 
that  no  appointments  are  to  be  made  except 
to  the  lowest  grade ;  except  that  the  Commis- 
sioners will  have  the  power  to  appoint  to  any 
position,  if  they  think  fit,  any  person  of  known 
ability,  or  possessing  special  qualifications,  not 
engaged  in  the  railway  service,  but  no  such 
appointment  is  to  be  made  unless  the  Com- 
missioners certify  that  there  is  no  person  in 
the  railway  service  fit  to  be  promoted  to  such 
position.    Proper  provisions  are  also  made  as 
to  the  examination  of  a  probationer.    A  regular 
promotion  is  thus  provided.    The  object  of  this 
system  is  to  enable  a  young  man  who  may  be 
entering  the  service  to  have  a  future  before  him, 
and,  if  qualified,  to  rise  to  higher  situations  in 
the  service,  so  that  favouritism  cannot  be  ex- 
ercised by  the  promotion  of  other  persons  over 
his  head.    I  think  this  is  a  very  useful  provi- 
sion, and  will  be  found  to  work  advantageously. 
It  looks  so  fair  on  the  face  of  it,  that  it  is  a 
wise  provision  to  have ;  it  destroys  all  favourit- 
ism   on   the  part   of   the  Oovernment.    The 
Commissioners  are  to  obtain  the  sanction  of 
the  Governor  for  any  departure  from  the  rules 
here  laid  down.    In  clause  76  is  provided  a 
saving  ol  the  existing  lights  of  Civil  servants. 


It  provides  that  the  rights  of  all  persons  who 
at  the  time  of  the  coming  into  operation  of 
this  Act  are  in  the  Civil  Service  of  the  oolonyr 
or  who  are  in  the  service  of  the  Government, 
shall,  as  regards  compensation  for  loss  of  offic» 
or  superannuation  allowance,  be  preserved  up 
to  the  time  when  they  enter  into  the  service  of 
the  Commissioners.    The  compensation  for  loss 
of  office  or  retiring-8Lllowance  to  be  paid  to  any 
such  person  is  to  be  paid  on  his  leaving  the 
service  of  the  Commissioners,  but  is  to  be  cal- 
culated only  on  the  basis  of  his  employment  in 
the   Civil  Service  of  the  colony  prior  to  his 
entering  the  service  of  the  Commissioners.    It 
is  further  provided  that  all  payments  of  com- 
pensation or  retiring-allowance  shall  be  paid 
out  of  the  Consolidated  Fund,  and  on  the  same 
terms  and  conditions  as  if  the  person  affected 
had  remained  in  the  Civil  Service  of  the  colony. 
This  means  that  they  would  get  their  allow- 
ance, but  they  would  not  get  any  for  the  time 
they  had  been  in  the  railway  service  ;  and  it  is 
competent  for  the  officers  to  take  compensation 
or  retiring-allowance  at  once,  or  to  continue  in 
the  railway  service ;  so  that  in  the  railway  ser- 
vice there  would  be  no  pensions  at  all.    But 
there  is  an  arrangement  by  which  the  different 
persons  in  the  Bailway  Department  can  create 
a  fund  for  those  whom  it  may  be  required  to  aid. 
The  only  other  provision  to  which  I  wish  to 
call  the  attention  of  the  Council  is  a  provision 
relating  to  the  investigation  of  accidents.  Now, 
this  may  be  a  very  serious  matter ;  it  is  a  mat* 
ter  which  often  requires  sifting  to  the  bottom. 
Provision  is  made  in  Victoria  by  which,  in  the 
first  instance,  the  Commissioners  are  to  investi- 
gate ;  when  they  have  investigated,  they  report 
on  the  matter  ;  if  that  is  unsatisfactory,  or  if 
there  is  anything  which  appears  to  require  far- 
ther consideration,  a  Court  is  constituted  con- 
sisting of  a  Besident  Magistrate  and  assessors ; 
a  Coroner  is  also  authorised  to  make  further 
inquiry :  and  we  have  adopted  somewhat  simi- 
lar provisions.    Now,  this  last  is  a  provision 
which  perhaps  some  honourable  members  may 
not  like.     I  believe  some  do  not,  as  a  rule,  like 
Coroners'  juries ;  and  if  ever  we  have  a  change 
as  to  Coroners'  juries — I  think  a  Coroner  is  a 
very  useful  person  myself — we  should  have  to 
make   a   change  here.     Thus  every  possible 
means  are  taken  for  the  purpose  of  securing 
the  fullest  investigation.     Within  the  last  few 
hours,  I  may  say,  it  was  suggested  whether  or 
not  some  limitations  should  not  be  put  to  the 
amount  which  may  be  recovered,  where  an 
accident  happens  from  the  negligence  of  the 
Board  of  Commissioners  or  its  officers.    The 
law,  in  this  respect,  as  it  affects  ships,  provides 
that  in  the  case  of  accident  only  a  certain 
percentage  shall  be  allowed,  according  to  the 
value  of  the  ship — I  think  it  is  limited  to  £12  or 
£15  per  ton.     Perhaps  it  would  be  as  well  to 
take  into  consideration  whether  or  not,  before 
the  Bill  passes,  it  would  not  be  desirable  to  put 
in  a  limitation  to  the  amount  of  compensation, 
that  could  be  claimed  for  a  railway  accident, 
I    shall    carefully  look    up  the  law  relating 
to    shipping    in    this   respect,    and   consider 
whether  it  is  desirable  to  embody  this  prin- 
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eiple  in  the  present  measure.  I  have  no 
doubt  the  honourable  member  who  suggested 
this  was  struck  by  the  experience  of  the 
recent  accidents  in  Australia,  when  actions 
were  brought  to  recover  thirty  or  forty  thou- 
(ond  pounds.  This  is  a  very  serious  matter ; 
but  whether  it  will  be  necessary  to  make  an 
alteration  or  not  will  be  a  matter  for  considera- 
tion. As  far  as  the  investigation  goes,  and 
ascertaining  the  cause  of  the  accidents,  and  the 
possibility  in  the  future  of  preventing  such  acci- 
dents, the  provisions  of  the  Bill  are  complete. 
And  now,  having  made  these  remarks,  which  I 
am  afraid  are  very  inadequate,  considering  the 
very  great  importance  of  this  measure,  and 
though  in  dealing  with  the  Bill  I  have  not 
entered  into  details  but  have  taken  out  the 
salient  points  only,  I  must  hand  it  over  to  the 
consideration  of  the  Council,  and  hope  honour- 
able members  will  ^ive  theit  especial  attention 
to  the  clauses  which  I  have  named.  With 
these  few  observations,  I  beg  to  move.  That  the 
BUI  be  read  the  second  time. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  OLIVER.— It  is  with  a  very 
great  deal  of  pleasure  that  I  rise  to  echo  the 
concluding  words  which  fell  from  my  honour- 
able friend  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  Council. 
I  have  seldom  read  a  Bill  of  such  length  and 
of  such  importance  with  so  much  satisfac- 
tion as  I  have  read  this.  I  compliment  the 
Minister  in  charge  of  the  Bill,  and  the  drafts- 
men who  have  been  engaged  in  its  construc- 
tion, on  the  manner  in  which  they  have  per- 
formed their  work.  I  sat  down  to  read  this 
measure,  pencil  in  hand,  expecting  that  in  so 
important  a  measure  I  should  find  many  points 
with  which  I  could  not  agree.  However,  I 
found  that  I  had  to  make  very  little  use  of  mv 
pencil,  and  I  believe  that,  if  the  Council  will 
pass  the  Bill  as  it  stands,  no  harm,  but  a  great 
benefit,  will  accrue  to  the  country.  And  I 
may  say  I  am  only  a  recent  convert  to  the 
policy  of  non-political  Bailway  Boards,  and  of 
mtrusting  our  railways  to  these  independent 
Boards.  The  measure  of  failure  which  has 
attended  the  working  of  our  railways  is,  in  my 
opinion,  attributable  to  the  interference  of  the 
Legislature  with  those  duties  which  are  simply 
executive.  To  the  complaints  which  are  fre- 
quently made  of  the  management  of  our  rail- 
ways I  think  we  attach  far  too  much  importance. 
I  believe  our  railways  are  managed  very  much 
better  than  the  outcry  which  we  sometimes 
hear,  and  which  we  read  of  in  the  public  news- 
papers, would  seem  to  imply.  I  oelieve  that 
the  complaints  which  are  made  about  bad 
management  do  not  proceed  from  those  who 
have  had  the  most  to  do  with  tho  railways  or 
the  use  of  them,  but  from  a  few  discontented 
small  customers.  In  regard  to  the  General 
Manager,  Mr.  Maxwell,  I  am  responsible  for 
his  appointment ;  and  I  was  in  charge  of  this 
department  for  a  considerable  time  after  his 
appointment ;  and  at  this  time  I  think  it  be- 
comes me  to  say  what  I  know  and  what  I  think 
of  him.  There  is  no  doubt  that  his  inflexible 
character,  and  his  determination  not  to  sacri- 
fice the  interests  of  his  department  to  any 
unfounded  demand,  are  answerable  for  the 
Bon.  Sir  F.  Whitaker 


unpopularity    of    his    management;     and    I 
only   hope   that   the    Government  will   be  w 
happy  as  to  find  men   of   his    acqairements 
and  strength  of  will  for  the  appointments  of 
Commissioners.    In  fact,  I  think  tho  conntiT 
could  not  do  better  than  make  Ur.  Maxwell 
one  of  the  Commissioners.    Whether  the  post 
of  Chief  Commissioner  might  well  be  confeind 
upon  him  may  possibly  be  doubted  somewhat, 
because  in  all  these  matters  the  popular  will 
has  to  some  extent   to  be  respected,  and  it      i 
it  is  useless  to  try  to  make  water  flow  np-hill ;       ' 
but  I  am  quite  sure  that  if  any  expert  froai 
any  of    the   neighbouring   colonies,    or    from 
England,  were  to  make  an  examination  of  the 
way  in  which  our  railways  have  been  worked 
under  his  management,  their  report  would  be 
a  testimonial  to  the  skill  and  experience  of  Mr. 
Maxwell's  management.    Parliament,  however, 
can  never  manage  a  system  of  railways  with 
any  success  while  parties  and  organizations 
last,  and  while  Ministers  are  therefore  subject 
to  the  interference  of  members  of  Parliament 
they  never  can  hope  properly  to  administer  a 
complicated  system  such  as  our  railways  ;  and 
that  is  why  I  have  become  a  convert  to  the 
placing  of  our  railways  under  other  manage- 
ment.    There    is  another   advantage   which 
the  country  will  get.    There  is  no  doubt  that 
the  desire  of  Qovemments  for  the  economical 
management  of  our  railways,  and  the   steps 
which  have  been  taken  in  this  direction,  have 
earned   for    the    Government    frequently    the 
enmity  of  persons  engaged  in  the  Railway  De- 
partment ;  and  the  interference  of  those  persons 
m  elections  has,  I  believe,  led  to  the  defeat  of 
some  of  the  most  honest  and  capable  Ministries. 
I  believe  that  when  this  country  engaged  in  a 
great  system  such  as  this  railway  one — a  sys- 
tem   which    necessitates  the  employment  of 
so  many  hundreds  and  thousands  of  handl — 
it  would  have  been  a  matter  of  good  policy 
if  all  these   employes  had  been  deprirad  of 
their  votes.    However,  the  placing  of  the  sys- 
tem in  the  hands   of    non-politioal   CommiE- 
sioneis  will  take  away  the  necessity  for  that 
course,   because  the  persons  employed  on  the 
railways  will  know  perfectly  well  that,  as  the 
Commissioners  have  absolute  rule  over  them, 
whatever  Parliament  may  do  or  honourable 
members  advocate  will  not  make  much  dif- 
ference in  their  position.    I  quite  agree  with 
the  Hon.  the  Attorney  -  General  in  what   he 
said  as  to  the  inadequacy  of  the  salaries  which 
were   proposed   to  be    given   to  the   Commis- 
sioners.    I  am  perfectly  convinced  myself  that 
the  stamp  of  man  the  country  demands  in  the 
gentleman  who  is  to  be  appointed  as  Chief 
Commissioner  will  not  bs  obtained  for  £l,SOO, 
especially  as  the  appointment  is  only  for  five 
years.     If  the  appointment  had  been  one  for 
life,  or  while  his  conduct  was  good,  and  if  he 
bad  been  removable   only  by  a  vote  of  both 
Houses,  then  £1,500  might  perhaps    sufiice. 
But  such  a  salary  as  this  will  not  be  likely 
to  tempt  the  kind  of  men  to  whom  the  rail- 
ways might  be  intrusted.     I  agree  with  the 
remarks  which  fell  from  the  Attorney-General 
on  the  licensing  of  railway-stations ;  and,  gene- 
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raJIy,  it  Reems  to  me  that  the  Bill  is  wonder- 
fully perfect  as  it  cornea  to  us.  I  de  not  think, 
therefore,  that  it  will  be  necessary  now  to  dis- 
«ass  the  clauses  or  the  provisions  of  the  Bill 
in  detail.  If  anything  needs  amendment  in 
the  opinion  of  honourable  members,  their  opin- 
ions on  these  supposed  defective  clauses  can 
be  given  when  in  Committee.  I  would  only 
finish  by  complimenting  the  Government  on 
the  excellence  of  the  measure  we  have  before 

The  Hon.  Mr.  JIEYNOLDS.— I  cannot  say 
that  I  take  the  same  line  as  the  honourable 
member  who  has  just  spoken.  I  look  upon  it 
that  there  is  a  necessity  for  a  change  in  the 
present  system,  and  I  think  that  a  Bill  such  as 
this  will  pretty  well  answer  all  purposes ;  but 
I  think  it  has  been  rushed  througn  Parliament 
in  a  'way  which  is  most  unjustifiable.  In  another 
branch  of  the  Legislature  there  was  no  oppor- 
tunity given  to  move  any  amendment  whatever. 
The  eighty-six  clauses  of  the  Bill  were  rushed 
through  when  there  were  only  between  thirty 
And  thirty-six  members  present.  The  Hon.  the 
Attorney- General  said  the  change  was  called 
for  by  the  general  public.  I  believe  that  in  that 
lie  is  perfectly  correct.  I  believe  the  general 
pnblio  look  to  Parliament  making  some  change 
in  this  direction.  He  also  said  it  was  advocated 
by  the  newspapers. 

The  Hon.  Sir  P.  WHITAKER.— The  honour- 
able member  must  be  mistaken.  I  said  the 
papers  hod  demanded  this. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  REYNOLDS.  —  Sometimes 
the  honourable  gentleman  speaks  so  low — and  I 
•m  not  very  good  at  hearing— that  I  must  have 
made  a  mistake  as  to  what  he  said.  However,  I 
was  going  to  say  that,  as  far  as  I  can  ascertain 
the  public  pulse,  I  believe  that  the  general 
pnblio  are  in  favour  of  a  change,  but  they  do 
not  think  there  is  time  enough  being  given  for 
the  consideration  of  such  an  important  measure 
as  this,  and  they  think  the  matter  could  well 
stand  over  for  three  months.  I  think  that  is  a 
pretty  general  view  of  the  subject.  Then,  there 
IS  another  point  which  may  be  referred  to — that 
one  Board  will  not  answer  for  this  colony.  In 
Australia,  where  they  have  one  Board,  the  colo- 
nies ore  differently  situated.  I  say  it  is  advo- 
cated fay  all  classes  that  there  should  be  two 
Boards — one  for  the  North  Island  and  the  other 
for  the  South  Island.  My  own  impression  is 
that  this  measure  will  give  very  great  dis- 
satisfaction if  it  is  passed  with  the  provision 
that  there  shall  be  only  one  Board  for  the  two 
Islands. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  OLIVER.— We  have  tried  the 
system  of  two  Commissioners  already. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  REYNOLDS.— It  never  was 
tried  properly.  The  Minister  in  charge  of  the 
tailways  at  the  time  the  Commissioners  were 
appointed  did  not  understand  what  he  was 
about.-  But  those  Commissioners  had  not  the 
power  that  the  present  Commissioners  will 
nave.  I  know  perfectly  well  that  the  Hon.  Mr. 
Peacock,  who  has  had  charge  of  the  railways  in 
Canterbury,  if  ho  should  speak  would  express 
my  own  opinion — that  one  Board  will  not  do  for 
the  two  Islands.     I  have  not  spoken  to  Um  on 


the  subject,  but  I  think  I  am  correct  in  guess- 
ing his  views.  I  think  there  has  been  a  good 
deal  of  delay  in  bringing  this  Bill  forward, 
but  I  do  not  blame  the  Government  for  that, 
becanse  there  has  been  a  great  deal  of  obstruc- 
tion to  getting  on  with  the  work  of  the  session. 
But  had  this  Bill  had  about  a  fortnight's 
consideration  it  would  have  been  far  more 
satisfactory  than  it  is  at  present.  I  like  the 
principle  of  the  Bill ;  but  I  think  there  has  not 
been  sufficient  consideration  given  to  it,  and 
the  subject  is  one  of  very  great  importance.  I 
am  not  going  to  move  that  the  Bill  be  read 
this  day  three  months ;  but,  at  the  same  time, 
I  think  it  is  a  question  whether  the  Attorney- 
General  should  not  withdraw  the  Bill  this  ses- 
sion, and  in  three  months  be  will  be  able  to 
take  it  up  with  a  full  knowledge  of  what  the 
public  views  are  upon  the  question.  There  will 
be  some  time  required  to  ascertain  whether 
there  should  be  two  Boards  or  one. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  SCOTLAND.— Sir,  this  Bill 
is  quite  uncalled-for — that  is  to  say,  uncalled- 
for  by  every  sensible  person  in  the  colony.  It 
is  called  for,  certainly.  It  is  the  outcome  of  a 
public  clamour  and  the  blathering  of  an  igno- 
rant population,  as  represented  by  a  miserable 
lot  of  rags  of  penny  papers.  The  Hon.  Mr. 
Reynolds  says  there  is  an  outcry  for  this  Bill, 
Yes,  just  as  there  is  an  outcry  for  reform  of 
the  Legislative  Council.  When  the  newspaper 
writer  has  got  nothing  else  to  do,  and  no  other 
subject  to  write  on,  he  takes  a  pull  at  his 
whiskey-bottle  to  begin  with,  and  then  he  sits 
down  to  write  an  article  against  the  Council  or 
against  railway-mismanagement,  of  which  he 
knows  nothing  whatever.  The  general  public 
the  Hon.  Mr.  Reynolds  talks  about — what  is 
the  general  public  ?  What  did  Garlyle  say  of 
the  general  public  7  "  Mostly  fools  I "  Every 
two-legged  jackass  in  this  colony,  who  has  just 
got  brains  enough  to  spell  out  an  article  m  a 
trashy  rag  of  a  newspaper,  thinks  he  is  quali- 
fied to  talk  about  railway  reform,  the  govern- 
ment of  the  colony,  or  anything  else.  The 
Hon.  the  Attorney  -  General  painted  such  a 
rosy  picture  of  the  future  management  of  our 
railways  that  I  am  sorry  the  Bill  does  not  go 
further  and  propose  to  put  the  whole  govern- 
ment of  the  colony  into  Commission.  What 
wonderful  reform  Uiere  would  be  if  that  were 
done,  even  to  the  doing-away  with  the  Hon. 
the  Attorney-General  himself  I  If  this  putting 
of  the  railways  in  the  hands  of  Commissioners 
should  succeed,  I  think  that,  before  long,  we 
should  have  a  Bill  brought  down  to  put  the 
whole  government  of  the  oountiy  in  the  hands 
of  Commissioners. 

An  Hon.  Membxb. — And  appoint  you  Chief 
Commissioner  ? 

The  Hon.  Mr.  SCOTLAND.— No,  not  my- 
self ;  but  send  for  some  third-rate  genius  from 
England  at  £2,000  a  year.  I  thought  we  had 
enough  of  these  geniuses  from  England.  It 
was  said  that  every  one  we  brought  out  here  at 
a  thousand  a  year  was  a  first-rate  man,  and 
all  our  imported  geese  were  nothing  less  than 
swans.  I  thought  that  in  connection  with  our 
defence-works  we  had  had  enough  of  that  kind 
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of  thing.  The  colony  has  been  put  to  an  enor- 
mous ezpenBe,  and  all  sorts  of  wild  schemes 
have  been  proposed ;  and  we  have  been  ready 
to  adopt  the  schemes,  and  have  imported  men 
from  the  Old  Country  to  carry  them  out. 
BaUways  have  been  reduced  to  their  present 
miserable  state  in  New  Zealand  through  the 
clamours  of  the  people.  They  are  continually 
calling  out  for  reductions  in  the  fares,  and 
are  continually  meddling  and  muddling  with 
what  they  do  not  understand ;  and  the  conse- 
quence is  that  the  railways  will  not  pay.  Not 
long  ago  I  took  up  a  paper,  and  I  saw  some 
correspondence  relating  to  a  demand  made 
by  some  people  of  Taranaki  that  white-pine 
should  be  carried  on  the  railways  at  lower 
rates.  It  was  shown  that  already  the  lines  carry 
white-pine  on  the  footing  of  firewood,  but  it  was 
demanded  that  it  should  be  carried  for  almost 
nothing  to  please  these  particular  people.  It 
was  not  a  question  of  whether  it  paid  to  carry 
it  or  not  —  that  was  a  matter  of  no  import^ 
ance.  Supposing  these  three  geniuses  are  im- 
ported, and  they  find  that  the  old  system  is 
the  right  one,  and  perhaps  raise  the  fares  and 
traffic  charges:  they  will  then  become  the 
three  moat  hated  men  in  the  colony.  What 
will  the  Press  say  to  them  then?  The  Press 
will  say,  "  What  else  could  we  have  expected 
from  this  irresponsible  body?" — just  as  they 
talk  of  us,  and  ask,  "  What  could  be  expected 
from  this  irresponsible  body — a  nominee  Coun- 
cil?" I  do  not  know  whether  Mr.  Vaile  is  to 
be  one  of  the  three  Commissioners.  There  was 
am  instance  of  popular  ignorance  I  I  venture 
to  say  that  Mr.  Vaile  knows  no  more  about  the 
management  of  railways  than  I  do.  But  he  is 
a  man  who  can  make  a  long  speech,  and  put 
the  matter  in  a  plausible  light.  If  there  were 
a  population  here  of  three  or  four  millions  his 
scheme  might  be  a  reasonable  one,  but  it  is 
totally  unsuited  to  a  colony  with  a  small  popu- 
lation like  ours.  He  is  able  to  put  his  scheme 
in  a  plausible  light,  and  people  cry  out,  "Oh, 
Vaile  is  the  man ;  hand  our  railways  over  to 
him ; "  and  the  Press  re-echoes  the  ignorant 
ontcry  of  the  people.  I  really  do  not  see  the 
nse  of  going  to  England  for  these  third-rato 
geniuses.  If  they  were  men  of  such  mark  as  is 
thought  by  some  I'do  not  suppose  that  England 
could  spare  them.  If  cbajiges  are  required 
there  are  plenty  of  men — plain,  sensible  men — 
already  in  New  Zealand  who  would  do  for  the 
position.  I  contend  that  no  case  has  been 
made  out  against  the  present  management. 
If  you  only  let  the  present  men  who  manage 
the  Government  railways  alone 

The  Hon.  Mr.  MILLEB.— The  people  will 
not  let  them  alone. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  SCOTLAND.— The  Hon.  Mr. 
Miller  is  right — the  people  will  not  let  them 
alone.  And,  whatever  persons  you  put  in 
charge  of  the  railways,  you  may  depend  upon 
it  they  will  be  subjected  to  the  same  inter- 
ference, and  with  the  same  result.  Therefore,  I 
say,  let  things  remain  as  they  are.  I  do  not 
fancv  that  by  bringing  out  these  third-rate 
gentlemen  from  England  you  are  going  to 
make  matters  a  bit  better. 
Hon.  Jir.  Scotland 


The  Hon.  Mr.  SHEPHABD.— If  I  had  any 
doubt  as  to  the  necessity  of  making  a  changa 
in  the  present  system  of  railway  management 
that  doubt  would  have  been  put  an  end  to  by 
the  graphic  description  given  by  the  Hon.  Mr. 
Scotland  of  the  present  miseries  endured,  tb» 
loss  to  the  colony,  and  the  disorganized  state 
into  which  the  railways  have  got  on  account 
of  public  pressure.  His  speech  wonld  hava 
convinced  me  certainly,  if  I  had  any  doubt, 
that  the  present  system  should  not  continue.  I 
would  not  say  that  in  my  opinion  the  system 
of  management  by  Commissioners  is  the  best 
that  can  be  adopted.  I  am  rather  disposed 
to  think  that  it  would  be  a  great  deal  better  to 
go  further,  and  endeavour  to  get  out  of  the 
railways,  as  we  ought  to  get  out  of  all  other 
business  which  can  be  conducted  better  by 
private  enterprise  and  by  private  judgment 
than  they  can  be  by  judgment  subjected  to 
the  popular  pressure  described  by  the  Attorney- 
General.  It  should  not  be  inferred  from  that 
that  I  think  we  ought  to  sell  our  railways. 
Certainly  not.  As  population  increases,  nn- 
questionably  our  railways  will  become  a  pro- 
perty of  very  great  value,  and  we  have  no 
right  to  part  with  what,  we  may  say,  is,  in 
this  case,  the  unearned  increment.  We  shonid 
keep  that  for  ourselves ;  and  the  future  of  the 
colony  will,  no  doubt,  be  very  largely  benefited 
by  the  increased  value  of  the  railways  as  popu- 
lation increases.  But  I  have  often  thought, 
long  before  this  Bill  was  brought  in,  that  it 
might  be  well  to  consider  whether  we  should 
not  lease  our  railways  for  a  term  of  years — say, 
fire  or  ten  years — and  so  entirely  get  rid  of  any 
political  influence  whatever.  But  perhaps  we 
are  not  ripe  for  that.  It  is  quite  clear  that  this 
plan  cannot,  at  present,  be  carried  out ;  and 
therefore  we  are  compelled  to  fal  back  on 
some  other  improvement.  As  we  cannot  reach 
what  I  conceive  would  be  the  best  position  for 
us  to  attain  to,  we  must  endeavour  to  make 
the  next  best  thing  out  of  this  proposal  of 
the  Government  to  hand  over  the  manage- 
ment of  the  railways  to  Commissioners.  Wa 
are  not  bound  to  go  to  England  for  these 
Commissioners.  I  do  not  know  that  the  Go- 
vernment have  pledged  themselves  to  go  to 
England  for  them.  I  think  probably  two  of 
them — those  at  a  thousand  a  year — conld  ba 
selected  in  this  colony,  and  that  they  would 
perform  their  duties  satisfactorily  to  all  con- 
cerned, except  to  those  who  are  continually 
seeking  to  diminish  the  income  derived  from 
the  railways,  and  who  seek  to  cut  down  the 
charges  for  particular  classes  of  produce  in 
which  they  happen  to  be  interested.  The  Com- 
missioners would  be  free  ;  they  would  not  be 
subject  to  the  pressure  to  which  Ministers  nn- 
doubtedly  are  at  present  subjected  when  depn- 
tations  of  members  of  the  House  wait  upon 
them.  I  think  we  may  go  through  every  article 
produced  in  the  colony  and  show  that  one  time 
or  another  a  deputation  of  members  of  the 
House  have  gone  to  the  Minister  and  endea- 
voured, indirectly,  to  coerce  him  into  reducing 
the  charges  on  particular  articles  in  which  their 
constitaents  were  specially  interested.    Ik  is 
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dear  that  the  surplus  income  has  been  gradu- 
ally going  down,  down,  down,  for  the  last  eight 
or  ten  years,  and  unless  we  alter  matters  it  will 
vanish  altogether.  We  have  got  down  to  some- 
thing like  2^  per  cent.  now.  Not  a  long  time 
ago  we  were  told,  on  the  very  best  authority, 
that  a  concession  had  been  mode  in  one  part 
of  the  country  to  the  extent  of  £75,000  a  year ; 
and  the  effect  is  that  the  taxpayers  over  the 
whole  of  the  colony  have  to  pay  £75,000  a  yesir 
more  than  they  ought  to  do,  and  did  previous 
to  this  concession  be'ug  made.  There  are  large 
districts  in  New  Zealand  which  really  have  no 
very  direct  benefit  from  the  railways  at  all,  and 
are  so  situated  that  their  produce,  whatever  it 
may  be,  never  goes  by  railway ;  and  if  we  were 
to  carry  the  matter  out  to  an  extremity  I  think 
we  could  find  some  districts  which  are  actually 
injured  by  the  railway  bringing  produce  from 
otiier  districts  into  competition  with  the  pro- 
duce of  the  districts  I  refer  to,  thus  lowering 
the  prices.  I  do  not  say  that  we  should  stay 
our  progress  in  opening  up  the  country  for  that, 
but  I  do  say  that  we  ought  not  to  carry  on  our 
operations  at  a  loss  to  the  community  at  large 
for  the  sake  of  benefiting  some  particular  dis- 
tricts ;  and  that  is  what  we  have  been  doing 
from  the  day  the  first  piece  of  Government 
railway  was  opened.  Although  I  cannot  go 
folly  with  the  Hon.  the  Attorney-General  in 
his  approval  of  this  Bill,  yet  I  say  it  goes  as 
far,  perhaps,  as  we  can  advance  at  the  pre- 
sent time  in  the  direction  of  getting  rid  of 
political  pressure.  Our  railways  and  public 
works,  I  believe,  have  cost  us  as  large  a  sum  as 
fifteen  millions,  and  continual  pressure  has 
been  brought  upon  the  Government,  with  the 
result  that  the  income  from  these  lines  has 
been  gradually  reduced.  People  talk  non- 
sense about  not  making  our  railways  taxing- 
machines.  Why,  they  are  that  now.  It  is 
these  taxing-machines  which  have  brought  us 
into  our  present  state  of  difficulty,  and  reduced 
us  to  cutting  down  other  establishments  of 
every  kind,  inflicting  a  large  amount  of  hard- 
ship, and,  to  a  Isirge  extent,  damaging  the 
credit  of  the  colony.  I  say,  let  these  lines  bear 
their  own  weight.  Whether  it  bo  by  leasing 
the  lines,  or  reducing  the  pressure  by  the  ap- 
pointment of  those  Commissioners,  I  say  it  is 
our  duty  to  go  as  far  as  wo  reasonably  can  in 
the  direction  of  making  our  railway  system 
bear  its  own  weight  of  interest.  After  that  I 
do  not  say  that  we  should  make  them  mere 
taxing-machines.  I  do  not  say  that  it  would 
be  wise  to  make  large  profits  out  of  them  in 
abatement  of  taxation ;  but,  certainly,  those 
who  get  the  direct  benefit  of  the  railways,  either 
OS  passengers  or  as  senders  of  produce  and  mer- 
chandise, ought  to  be  content  to  pay  a  reason- 
able amount,  and  not  use  their  influence  with 
members  of  this  House  to  force  Ministers  to 
bring  down  the  charges  to  a  point  which  will 
not  yield  a  fair  return  for  the  services  rendered. 
Taking  the  Bill  into  consideration  on  broad, 
general  principles,  it  appears  to,  me  that  we 
cannot  do  better  than  pass  it  as  soon  as  we 
can. 
The  Hon.  Mr.  McLEAN.— I  think  the  Bill 

VOL.  na—ea. 


the  Hon.  the  Attorney-General  has  presented 
to  us  is  a  Bill  which,  if  honodrablo  members 
approve  the  principle  of,  they  may  safely  x>ass 
without  altering.  The  Hon.  Mr.  Reynolds  says 
this  Bill  was  hurried  through  the  other  House 
without  consideration.  Probably  that  accounts 
for  the  perfectness  of  the  measure,  beoause  the 
tinkering  which  a  Bill  goes  through  in  passing 
through  Committee,  and  the  want  of  proper 
supervision  after,  to  put  it  into  order,  is  the 
cause  of  so  many  stupid  measures  appearing  on 
our  Statute  Book — measures  which  give  work 
for  members  of  the  legal  fraternity.  With  re- 
gard to  this  Bill,  I  may  say  that  I  have  not 
seen  a  measure  so  clear  and  so  distinct  all 
through  presented  to  the  Council  this  session. 
It  is  evidence  of  care  such  as  very  rarely  a]>- 
pears  on  the  face  of  Bills  which  come  into  this 
House,  and  whoever  is  the  author  of  it  is  to  be 
highly  complimented  on  the  result  of  his  work. 
With  regard  to  the  management  of  our  railways 
in  the  past,  so  far  as  the  officers  are  concerned, 
I  venture  to  say  that  there  has  been  as  able 
and  good  administration  in  the  Bailway  Depart- 
ment as  you  will  find  pretty  well  anywhere. 
There  are  able  men  among  those  officers,  but 
probably  they  do  not  always  get  a  chiuice  of 
showing  what  is  in  them ;  they  do  not  get  a 
chance  of  coming  to  the  surface.  The  Govern- 
ment  may  have  great  difficulty  in  selecting  the 
Commissioners,  because  a  great  deal  will  de- 
pend on  judicious  management  to  begin  with, 
as  to  how  far  this  departure  will  be  a  success. 
In  selecting  the  men  the  Government  will  have 
to  face  this  difficulty :  They  will  have  to  put 
themselves  into  the  hands  of  certain  people, 
men,  no  doubt,  well  able  and  willing  to  do  the 
best  they  can,  but  who  have  themselves  to 
depend  on  the  recommendation  of  others ;  and, 
though  that  recommendation  may  come  from 
men  of  high  standing,  the  result  is  not  always 
satisfactory.  These  men  sometimes  allow  their 
feelings  to  come  into  play,  so  that  their  recom- 
mendations are  not  always  made  with  that 
sense  of  responsibility  which  ought  to  bo  felt 
by  men  in  their  position.  No  matter  how  good 
the  gentlemen  may  be  who  have  to  select 
these  officers,  the  result  is  sometimes  a  dis- 
appointment. In  Victoria  they  have  hit  upon 
a  gentleman  who  is  not  only  a  good  adminis- 
trator, but  apparently  a  man  of  great  ability. 
We  have  seen  him  come  into  contact  with 
difficulties  in  connection  with  the  railways 
there,  and  we  see  what  a  judiciouS'  man  he 
is  in  getting  over  those  difficulties.  Many 
men  can  carry  reforms  into  operation,  and  they 
do  so  in  such  a  manner  that  nobody  takes 
much  notice  of  the  change — in  fact,  the  people 
quite  agree  with  the  reforms.  Another  man, 
however,  may  try  to  effect  the  same  reforms, 
but  he  goes  the  wrong  way  about  it,  and  sets 
everybody  by  the  ears.  It  is  purely  a  matter 
of  the  judiciousness  of  the  man  you  have  to  ad- 
minister the  thing  whether  it  will  be  a  success 
or  not.  The  Government  have  to  face  that 
difficulty,  and  no  doubt  they  will  take  the 
greatest  care  in  selecting  the  men,  knowing 
that  the  success  of  the  departure  entirely  de- 
pends on  the  men  who  may  be  selected.    It  is 
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said  that  the  proposed  salary  of  the  Chief  Com- 
missioner, £1,500,  is  not  sufficient.  Probably 
it  would  have  been  better  to  have  put  a  rather 
larger  sum  in  the  Bill ;  but  the  effect  is  patent 
that,  whatever  amount  is  put  into  the  Bill,  it 
will  have  to  be  paid.  It  is  not  always  a  large 
salary  which  commands  the  best  men ;  and, 
besides,  the  best  men  do  not  always  look  upon 
money  as  the  great  end  at  which  they  aim.  A 
man  has  got  a  liking  for  his  profession,  and  he 
is  more  interested  in  the  success  of  his  manage- 
ment than  he  is  in  seeking  for  a  large  salary, 
although,  no  doubt,  it  is  always  advisable  to 
give  a  man  a  good  salary,  in  order  to  keep  up 
nis  position.  Sometimes  a  man  saves  more 
when  he  is  receiving  only  £150  a  year  than 
be  does  when  he  is  in  a  position  where  he 
gets  £1,000  a  year.  I  have  had  experience  of 
that  myself.  When  I  was  a  young  fellow  I  saved 
more  money  than  I  did  when  my  income  was 
£1,000  a  year ;  so  I  speak  from  personal  ex- 
perience. You  may  not  be  extravagant,  but 
you  have  to  increase  your  expenditure  in  con- 
sequence of  your  higher  position.  It  is  sought 
to  contrast  our  railways  with  the  success  of  the 
Victorian  and  New  South  Wales  lines.  I  would 
wish  to  put  on  record,  for  the  sake  of  those  who 
may  come  after,  that  I  do  not  believe  the  same 
success  can  be  got  as  to  our  New  Zealand  rail- 
ways as  has  been  got  with  the  Victorian  rail- 
ways ;  and  when  the  Commissioners  come  here 
they  may  be  blamed  for  not  making  that  amount 
of  interest  out  of  the  railways  which  has  been 
made  in  Viotoria.  The  railways  hero  have  to 
compete  against  water-carriage,  which  is  a  very 
severe  competition.  The  railways  in  Victoria 
run  into  the  interior,  and  have  no  competition 
of  this  sort ;  so  it  is  impossible,  no  matter  how 
well  our  railways  may  De  managed,  to  got  the 
same  results  from  our  lines  as  they  got  from 
the  Victorian  lines.  There  are  too  many 
centres  of  population  in  this  colony,  and  there 
is  too  much  local  jealousy.  An  instance  of 
this  may  be  seen  in  the  fact  of  one  honoar- 
&ble  member  wanting  two  Bailway  Boards. 
This  local  jealousy  is  the  curse  of  the  whole 
government  of  New  Zealand,  and  it  is  that 
which  makes  it  so  difficult  to  conduct  our 
affairs  satisfactorily.  If  Christchurch  gets  a 
thing,  Dunedin,  Wellington,  and  Auckland 
must  have  the  same  thing,  whether  they  re- 
quire it  or  not.  We  ought  to  look  to  the 
prosperity  of  New  Zealand  as  a  whole,  and 
recognise  that  the  prosperity  of  one  place  means, 
before  long,  the  prosperity  of  other  places.  The 
Hon.  Mr.  Shephard  hit  a  very  good  point.  The 
people  in  this  colony  think  that  they  should  get 
the  use  of  the  railways  for  nothing ;  especially 
so  do  my  friends  in  Canterbury.  They  have 
Always  held  that  without  any  disguise,  and 
they  ask  for  differential  rates  on  account  of 
the  easy  work  of  their  railways  and  tho  even 
country  over  which  their  lines  run.  There  are 
parts  of  the  country  too  which  derive  no  benefit 
from  the  railwajs,  as  has  been  pointed  out  by 
the  Hon.  Mr.  Shephard ;  and  those  people  who 
never  get  any  use  of  the  railways  at  all  are 
being  taxed  to  give  cheap  railway-carriage  to 
those  who  do  enjoy  the  railways.  That  is  the 
Hon.  Mr.  McLean 


more  reason,  I  think,  why  tbo  Commissionen 

should  be  appointed  to  see  that  the  railways 
stand  on  their  own  bottom.  We  have  seen 
instances  of  political  pressure  brought  to  bear 
on  the  Government,  such,  for  instance,  as 
allowing  schoolchildren  to  travel  free.  Per- 
haps the  Minister  acquiesces  in  the  represent*- 
tions  made  to  him,  and  this  notwithstanding 
the  advice  of  the  railway  officers  ;  and  probably 
the  result  may  be  a  loss  of  £5,000  or  £6,000  or 
£7,000  to  the  revenue.  There  have  been  cases 
where  railway-rates  have  been  reduced,  re- 
sulting in  large  amounts  being  knocked  off  the 
railway  revenue,  and  this  has  been  owing  to 
political  pressure.  I  believe  that  this  falling-oS 
of  revenue  has  been  consequent  on  political 
pressure  brought  to  bear  on  Ministers  in  con- 
nection with  the  management  of  the  railways. 
Then,  Sir,  there  is  the  question  of  liability 
for  accident,  brought  forward  by  the  Hon.  the 
Attorney-General.  This  is,  no  doubt,  the  result 
of  these  demands  for  large  compensation  which 
have  recently  been  made  in  another  colony 
against  the  Bailway  Boards.  But  I  think  some 
limit  should  be  placed  on  the  amount  of  com- 
pensation, as  in  the  case  of  ships,  which  the 
honourable  gentleman  referred  to,  where  the 
compensation  is  limited  to  £15  per  ton.  I  think 
some  way  should  be  thought  out  in  which  a 
limit  should  be  put  to  these  claims  for  damages 
sustained  by  accident  on  the  railways.  And 
some  attention  should  be  given  to  this  before 
the  Bill  is  summarily  put  through  Committee. 
I  admit  it  is  difficult  to  propound  any  scheme 
in  connection  with  it,  because,  if  you  take  the 
law  as  it  applies  to  ships  and  apply  it  to  the 
railway-carriages,  these  would  not^ord  a  great 
deal  of  profit  for  compensation.  X  think  the 
principle  of  the  Bill  will  be  accepted  now,  be- 
cause the  country  has  been  brought  round  to 
the  idea  that  it  is  a  right  thing  to  do.  I  believe 
the  parties  to  be  appointed  will  have  many 
difficulties  before  them,  and  they  will  require 
to  be  judicious  men,  and  capable  of  working  up 
the  scheme  prudently.  If  we  intend  to  adopt 
the  principle  of  the  Bill,  the  Bill  itself,  so  far 
as  I  can  see,  is  about  as  perfect  as,  in  my 
humble  opinion,  it  could  be  made. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  PEACOCK.— I  wish  to  say 
that  I  approve  of  the  principle  of  this  Bill. 
I  could  have  wished  that  the  Government 
had  brought  it  forward  in  the  earlier  part  of 
the  session,  so  that  it  might  have  been  mote 
fully  considered.  My  opinion  is  that,  if  we 
do  not  pass  the  Bill  now,  there  will  bo  mnch 
difficulty  in  passing  it  afterwards,  and  ve 
should  not  bo  able  then  to  have  a  proper  ar- 
rangement of  the  railways.  I  think  the  sooner  | 
we  get  it  passed  the  better.  The  Govern-  j 
ment  has  done  well  to  pass  so  many  impor-  | 
tant  Bills  at  the  beginning  of  Parliament.  In 
reference  to  what  the  Hon.  Mr.  Rcjrnolds  has 
said  about  my  opinion  with  regard  to  the 
appointment  of  two  Boards,  I  say  that  his 
belief  that  I  should  vote  in  favour  of  establish- 
ing two  Boards  is  a  mistaken  one.  I  should 
not  agreo  with  two  Boards.  I  think  the  same 
conditions  should  exist  in  the  management 
of  the  whole  of  the  railways  in  the  colony. 
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and  two  Bystems  obtaining  in  the  two  Islands 
should  not  be  permitted.  I  am  in  favour  of 
passing  the  Bill  as  a  whole  without  a,nj  altera- 
tion. There  is  one  portion,  though,  with  which 
I  do  not  agree,  and  that  is  clause  70.  I 
do  not  agree  with  the  principle  that  the  em- 
ploT^s  should  have  power  to  appeal  provided 
by  law,  as  I  believe  it  would  .cause  a  great  deal 
of  trouble.  I  have  had  something  to  do  with 
the  management  of  railways — perhaps  have 
had  more  power  than  any  Minister — and  I 
believe  this  appeal  should  not  be  established 
by  law  ;  but  it  should  be  left  open  to  the  Com- 
missioners to  hear  an  appeal  if  they  like,  which 
they  certainly  would  do,  as  an  ordinary  em- 
ployer of  labour  would.  If  the  appeal  is  esta- 
blished by  law  we  shall  be  no  better  ofE  than 
we  are  now. 

The  Hon.  Dr.  GRACE.— Sir,  the  necessity 
for  this  Bill  may  be  seen  in  the  difference 
which  exists  between  the  wages  ordinarily  paid 
to  railway  employes  and  to  ordinary  labourers. 
I  say  you  can  easily  get  in  the  colony  a  class 
of  labour  such  as  you  are  now  employing  at 
a  reduction  of  Is.  a  day ;  and  that,  all  over 
the  colony,  would  amount  to  a  saving  which  I 
should  not  like  to  name. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  McLEAN.— £25,000. 

The  Hon.  Dr.  GRACE.— I  think  it  would 
be  vastly  more  than  £25,000.  Most  of  these 
labourers  are  housed.  It  is  well  known  that 
no  Government  has  dared  to  reduce  the  rate 
of  wages  of  the  railway  labourers.  At  the  pre- 
sent time  the  colony  is  ruled  by  schoolmasters 
and  railway  labourers;  and,  if  anything,  the 
latter  are  the  more  meritorious  class,  because 
they  contribute  to  production,  which  helps  to 
pay  our  debt.  We  are  labouring  from  morning 
till  night  to  pay  schoolmasters  and  railway 
labourers.  We  hear  of  the  difficulty  of  getting 
a  competent  man  to  take  the  position  of  Chief 
Commissioner  at  £1,500  a  year.  But  that  is 
the  sum  we  pay  for  a  J'udge  of  the  Supreme 
Court,  in  whose  hands  lies  the  judgment  of 
important  questions — questions  of  property,  of 
life  and  death.  One  thousand  five  hundred  is 
a  magnificent  sum,  and  I  trust  the  Govern- 
ment will  take  care  not  to  demoralise  the 
Railway  Department  by  neglecting  to  pick 
from  it,  in  the  colony,  a  man  to  perform  the 
work.  There  would  be  no  difficulty  in  obtain- 
ing such  a  man.  The  only  wonder  is  that 
nnder  the  old 'system  the  Government  were 
able  to  get  a  man  fit  for  anything  at  all.  I 
eay  the  position  of  men  like  Mr.  Maxwell  is 
intolerable ;  and  had  it  not  been  for  his  in- 
tegrity— and  that  is  the  basis  of  the  whole 
thing,  for  no  man  except  he  is  honest  will  act 
wilfully  to  his  own  disadvantage  by  provoking 
the  wrath  of  the  Press  in  the  interest  of  the 
colony — he  would  not  have  become  a  mark  for 
censure.  Mr.  Maxwell's  integrity  of  character 
brought  him  into  prominence.  There  is  no 
doubt  about  it,  he  has  immense  backbone; 
and  I  say  this :  that  I  am  quite  certain  Mr. 
Maxwell  could  manage  the  railway  business  of 
this  colony  most  efficiently  if  allowed.  And 
he  is  not  the  only  one — there  are  several ;  and 
I  do  sincerely  hope  that  the  Government  will 


not  neglect  these  and  send  to  Great  Britain 
to  pick  out  a  well-dressed  engineer,  and  bring 
him,  a  mere  stranger,  to  a  new  country,  and 
expect  him  to  deal  with  difficulties  the  charac- 
ter of  which  he  has  no  conception  of.  He  may 
be  an  excellent  man  in  Great  Britain,  where 
all  business  works  smoothly.  No  man  in 
the  colony  exhibits  greater  capacity  for  detail, 
greater  staying-power,  thaja  this  Mr.  Maxwell. 
I  do  hope  the  Government  will  not  fail  to  re- 
cognise the  merit  of  those  we  have  among  us. 
I  should  like  to  knbw  what  a  Commission  of 
this  kind  would  have  said  to  the  purchase  of 
the  district  railways.  The  Commission  would 
have  insisted  that  the  companies  should  have 
put  down  decent  sleepers  and  renewed  the 
rails  before  foisting  such  wrecks  upon  us.  I 
hold  that  railways,  whilst  encouraging  the  pro- 
duction of  the  country,  should  not  necessarily 
be  called  upon  to  pay  the  whole  interest  on  their 
construction.  There  ought  to  be  differential 
rates,  but  they  ought  to  exist  in  the  direction 
of  fostering  production  for  the  ultimate  benefit 
of  the  country,  and  not  of  fostering  districts 
whose  prosperity  needs  no  culture.  There  are 
many  districts  in  this  colony  which,  assisted  by 
differential  rates,  might  do  a  great  deal  towards 
production ;  but  nothing  is  more  patent  than 
the  fact  that  we  have  grossly  mismanaged  out 
railways  in  the  interest  of  political  faction, 
and  nothing  can  be  plainer  than  the  fact  that 
we  cannot  go  on  in  the  way  we  are  going  on 
now.  I  am  thoroughly  in  favour  of  this  mea- 
sure. I  think  it  is  the  most  useful  measure 
ever  introduced  into  the  Legislature  during  the 
last  seventeen  years. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  HOLMES.— I  wish  to  express 
my  views  with  reference  to  this  Bill  which  has 
been  brought  forward  by  the  Government.  I 
believe  that  the  change  of  management  will 
add  to  the  profits  of  the  department  at  least 
SO  per  cent.  It  )ias  done  a  great  deal  mora 
than  that  in  Victoria.  When  the  railways  there 
were  managed  in  a  similar  manner  to  those  in 
Kew  Zealand,  the  dividend  was  £2  5s.  per  cent. : 
now  it  is  £4  Ss.  per  cent.,  which  is  nearly 
double ;  and  I  believe  a  similar  result  would  be 
the  outcome  of  this  change.  I  was  standing  at 
a  station  some  time  ago,  and  a  merchant  came 
up  and  said,  "Just  look  at  that!  there  are 
double  the  number  of  men  at  work  who  should 
be  there."  One  of  our  politicians  was  present, 
and  he  shook  his  bead  at  him,  as  much  as  to 
say,  "  Keep  it  dark."  I  say  there  are  a  great 
many  men  employed  in  the  department  more 
than  are  necessary.  I  am  convinced  that  that 
is  the  case  ;  and,  if  fewer  were  employed,  the 
railways  would  pay  better.  I  believe  it  would 
be  well  If  the  Hon.  the  Attorney-General  would 
take  this  matter  into  his  consideration.  With 
regard  to  compensation  for  accidents,  I  think 
no  person  should  be  allowed  to  claim  more 
than  according  to  his  salary.  If  a  man  hod 
£300  a  year  he  ought  not  to  be  allowed  to  claim  . 
more  than  five  years'  salary.  I  think  I  saw 
one  claim  in  another  colony  for  £89,000.  It 
was  the  case  of  a  bank  manager.  We  should 
limit  these  claims  to  a  reasonable  extent.  The 
idea  of  withdrawing  from  the  hands  of  the 
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Licensing  Committees  the  licensing  of  lefiesh- 
ment-tooms  at  the  stations  is  a  good  one.  I 
think  the  licensing  ought  all  to  be  in  the  hands 
of  the  Commissioners.  However,  as  this  is  a 
late  period  of  the  session,  I  will  ofierno  further 
observations  on  the  measure,  except  to  express 
my  thanlcs  to  the  Hon.  the  Attomey-Oeneral 
for  having  brought  in  this  measure,  and  for  the 
manner  in  which  it  has  been  brought  in. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  SWANSON.— This  is  a  BiU 
which  I  would  like  to  say  a  few  words  about. 
I  have  been  a  Bailway  Commissioner  myself 
once,  in  the  Auckland  District,  and  the  abuses 
we  discovered  in  the  management,  if  they  had 
not  been  very  serious,  would  have  been  very 
comical.  However,  we  managed  to  put  that 
light.  The  line  was  rvm  by  means  of  one  of 
these  imported  men,  who  was  then  got  rid  of. 
And,  in  regard  to  this  point,  I  agree  with  what 
has  been  said — that  we  should  be  able  to  find 
in  the  country  a  man  for  this  appointment.  If 
we  imported  a  man  he  would  know  nothing  of 
the  railway  servants  of  this  colony,  being  a 
stranger.  We  have  heard  something  of  the 
disfranchising  of  railway  employte;  but  I  think 
we  should  t^e  care  how  we  act  in  regard  to 
this  proposal,  Eind  see  that  these  Commis- 
sioners do  not  interfere  in  politics.  With 
regard  to  the  appointment  of  Commissioners, 
I  think  that  a  fair  salary  should  be  oSered 
to  them ;  that  some  inducement  should  be 
given  to  them  to  make  the  railways  pay — the 
salary  should  be  increased  more  and  more  in 
proportion  as  they  make  profits.  There  are  one 
or  two  clauses  in  the  Bill  which  I  do  not  agree 
with.  Allusion  has  l>een  made  to  the  licensing 
of  refreshment-rooms  at  stations.  I  think  the 
railway  authorities  ought  to  have  nothing  to 
do  with  grog-selling  at  all ;  their  hands  should 
be  clean,  and  that  money  should  not  go 
into  the  Treasiuy,  but  into  the  hands  of  the 
local  Committees.  Power  is  given  in  the  Bill 
to  the  Commissioners  to  pay  the  employes  for 
overtime ;  but  the  singular  part  of  this  is  that 
it  is  proposed  to  pay  overtime  only  to  those 
who  are  constantly  in  the  service.  I  hope  this 
will  be  altered.  In  conclusion,  I  may  say,  on 
the  whole,  I  like  the  Bill,  and  shall  vote  for  it ; 
but  in  respect  to  the  matters  which  I  have 
mentioned,  I  should  like  to  see  it  altered. 

Bill  read  a  second  time. 

LAND  BILL, 
m  coMiami!. 
Clause  33. — Constitution  of  Boards. 
The  Hon.   Mr.    BONAB  moved.  That  the 
clause  be  struck  oat. 

The   Committee  divided   on   the   question, 
"  That  the  clause  stand  part  of  the  Bill." 

Atbb,  6. 
Bamicoat  McLean  Swanson. 

Dignan  Menzies 

Noes,  20. 
Bonar  Johnson  Peter 

Buckley  Lahmann  Reynolds 

Fraser  Miller  Richmond 

Hart  Oliver  Shephard 

Holmes  Peacock  Stevens 

Hon.  Mr,  Eolmt* 


Taiaroa 
Wahawaha 


Waterhonse 
Whi  taker 


WilUanw. 


Majority  against,  IS. 

Clause  struck  oat. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  BONAB  moved  the  additioa 
of  a  new  clause  abolishing  Land  Boards. 

The  Committee  divided  on  the  qaestion, 
"  That  the  clause  be  added  to  the  Bill." 


Aths,  17. 

Bonar 

Miller 

Richmond 

Fraser 

Oliver 

Stevens 

Grace 

Peacock 

Swanson 

Hart 

Peter 

Waterhonso 

Holmes 

Pharazyn 

Whitaker. 

Johnson 

Beynolds 
Noes,  7. 

Bamicoat 

McLean 

Shephard 

Buckley 

Menzies 

Taiaroa. 

Lahmann 

Majority  for,  10. 

Clause  added  to  the  Bill. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  BARNICOAT  moved  a  new 
clause  providing  that  the  provisions  of  section 
28  of  "  The  Crovm  Lands  (Nelson)  Leasing 
Act,  1867,"  and  section  71  of  "The  Nelson 
Waste  Lands  Act,  1874,"  shall  not  be  enforced, 
after  the  coming  into  operation  of  the  BiU,  in 
respect  to  leases  granted  by  those  Acts ;  and 
that  it  should  be  provided,  with  respect  to  any 
such  lease  still  subsisting,  that,  if  the  lessee 
failed  to  pay  the  annual  rent  before  a  certain 
period,  the  lease  shall  be  forfeited. 

The  Committee  divided  on  the  qnestion. 
"  That  the  clause  be  added  to  the  Bill." 


Ates,  13. 

Bamicoat 

Menzies 

Richmond 

Bonar 

Miller 

Stevens 

Hart 

Peacock 

Swanson 

Johnson 

Pharazyn 

Whitaker. 

McLean 

Nobs,  6. 

Buckley 

Holmes 

Shephard 

Dignan 

Beynolds 
Majority  for,  7 

Waterhonse. 

Clause  added  to  the  Bill. 

BiU  reported,  with  amendments,  and  road  a 

third  time. 

The  CouncU  adjonmod  at 

fifteen  minntes 

to  eleven  o 

dock  p.m. 

HOUSE  OF   EEPRESENTATIVES. 
Saturday,  17th  December,  1887. 


Parliamentary  Papers  —  Tawhlao  —  Colonial  OoD- 
ferenoe — Saaclln  Asylum — Sealing — North  Anek- 
l&nd  Bailway  —  Wakapuaka  IjarrikuiMm  —  J. 
Voakes— State  Forests  Department — Chatliam 
Islands  Bepresentation— Probates— W.  Harper— 
Ijegialative  Coonoillors— Kaikora  Hail  Sernoe— 
Maori  Deeds  of  Ijand-porchase— WelUngton- 
Pitone  Iiine — Otago  Education  Board — Victorian 
Exhibition— Compensatlou  for  Uilitary  Berriee 
— EdDOation— Hastinca  Bailway-station— Edncar 
tlon  Beserves— Free  PaBsea  to  Children  attend- 
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ine  School  — EdQo&tion— Post  and  Telegraph 
Office  at  Hanterrllle— Midland  Bailmy— Supply. 

Mr.  Speakeb  took  the  chair  at  eleven  o'clock 
Ajn. 

Pbatebs. 

PAKLIAMENTABY  PAPERS. 

Major  STEWARD  asked  the  Government, 
Whether  they  will  give  directions  that  the 
lecommendations  contained  in  the  report  of 
the  Printing  Committee  presented  on  the  13th 
instant  he  carried  into  effect  7 

Mr.  MITCHELSON  replied  that  the  Govern- 
ment had  taken  the  recommendations  in  this 
report,  together  with  the  recommendations  in 
reports  received  in  the  past,  into  consideration. 

TAWHIAO. 
Mr.  TAIPUA  asked  the  Government,  What 
is  the  position  of  the  lands  formerly  proposed 
to  be  given  by  the  Crown  to  Tawhiao  and  other 
Natives  who  bad  taken  part  in  the  late  war  ; 
and  is  the  land  still  available  for  the  above 
purpose  7    He  wished  to  know  what  was  the 
position  of  certain  lands  set  apart  by  previous 
Governments  in  the  Waikato.     He  had  heard 
that  it  was  proposed  to  set  apart  certain  Crown 
lands  for  Tawhiao  and  other  Natives  in  the 
Waikato.    He  should  be  very  glad  if  the  Go- 
vernment would  explain  the  position  in  which 
these  lands  were,  so  that  all  doubt  might  be 
removed.      It   should    be    remembered    that 
Tawhiao  was  not  now  in  opposition  to  the  Go- 
venunent,  but  was  living  under  the  law  like  all 
other  Natives ;  and  that  the  late  war  was  not 
created  by  Tawhiao  himself :  he  was  not  respon- 
sible for  it;    it  was  the  action  of  the  people. 
If  this  war  had  been  his  own  individual  act, 
then  the  Government  should  be  suspicious  of 
him,  but  as  it  was  the  act  of  the  people  gene- 
rally there  was  no  reason  for  apprehension ;  and, 
if  the  Goverament  could  see  their  way  to  treat 
his  people  with  consideration,  so  mach  the 
better.    Now,  Te  Kooti  did  a  great  deal  more 
harm  and  caused  much  more  suSering  through- 
out the  land ;  yet  the  Government  had  shown 
him   some  consideration,  and  had  given  him 
some  land.     Seeing  that  he  caused  and  brought 
great  evils  upon  the  country,  and  that  the  Go- 
vernment in  spite  of  that  had  given  him  some 
land,   he   thought  Tawhiao  was  much    more 
entitled  to    consideration.      This    House   hod 
passed  an  Act  called  an  Amnesty  Act,  pardon- 
ing all  political  offences  that  had  been  com- 
xnitted  by  the  rebel  Natives,  and  he  hoped  the 
Government  would   show  some   kindness   to 

Tawhiao.       

Mr.  MIl'CHELSON  said  some  area  of  land 
had  been  set  apart  for  the  Natives  who  had 
taken  part  in  the  rebellion  in  the  Waikato  war; 
but  the  Waikato  Confiscated  Lands  Act,  under 
'which  these  lands  were  granted  to  the  Natives, 
had  long  since  expired,  and  the  lands  were 
now  being  otherwise  dealt  with.  If  Tawhiao 
and  the  Natives  who  were  connected  with  him 
would  make  Special  application  to  the  Govern- 
ment their  claims  would  be  favourably  con- 
sidered. 


Sir  G.  GREY  wished  to  say  it  was  with 
satisfaction  he  heard  this  statement  made,  and 
he  trusted  that  no  delay  WQuld  bo  allowed  to 
take  place  in  carrying  it  out.  The  matter  had 
been  so  long  delayed  that  if  the  honourable 
gentleman  could  at  once  do  it  he  would  con- 
fer a  very  great  boon  upon  the  Natives  and 
upon  the  whole  country. 

COLONIAL  CONFERENCE. 

Mr.  JOYCE  asked  the  Government,  If  they 
have  received  a  report  from  Sir  William  Pitz- 
herbert,  £.G.M.G.,  of  his  attendance,  as  a 
representative  of  this  colony,  at  the  Colonial 
Conference  held  in  London  in  May  last,  or  any 
recommendations  from  him,  as  the  result  of 
such  visit  to  Europe,  in  the  direction  of  postal 
reforms  and  reciprocal -tariff  treaties  with 
foreign  nations  7 

Mr.  FISHER  replied  that  the  Government 
had  not  received  any  such  report. 

Mr.  JOYCE  thought  that  this  question  was 
of  such  importance  to  the  colonists  that  he 
would  move  the  adjournment  of  the  House,  in 
order  to  place  on  record  some  reliable  infor- 
mation relating  to  the  efforts  of  the  repre- 
sentatives of  Now  Zealand  at  the  Colonial 
Conference  to  further  the  best  interests  of  this 
colony.  A  noticeable  instance  of  an  English 
statesman's  opinion  of  and  esteem  for  Sir 
William  Fitzherbert  might  be  found  in  a  letter 
in  the  London  Times  of  the  28th  July  last. 
Three  extracts  therefrom,  which  he  would  read, 
indicated  that  great  benefits  would  flow  sooner 
or  later  to  this  and  the  sister  colonies  as  the 
outcome  of  the  Colonial  Conference : — 

"  But  some  things  were  said  which  I  hope 
the  public  will  take  note  of.  Sir  William  Fitz- 
herbert, the  representative  of  New  Zealand, 
whose  name  will  never  be  mentioned  without 
drawing  forth  a  tribute  of  respect,  supported 
the  contention  that,  at  all  events,  an  ocean 
penny  post,  entirely  by  sea,  is  practically 
applicable  to  the  British  Empire.  Here  is  a 
passage  from  what  he  said : — 

" '  The  sixpenny  per  half-ounce  charge  at  the 
present  time  amounts  to  about  £1,800  per  ton, 
about  40  cubic  feet.  Compare  that  with  the 
ordinary  rate  of  freight— say,  £2  to  £8  per  ton 
measurement  freight.  Now,  according  to  my 
calculations  the  demand  upon  a  ship's  cargo 
space  to  carry  five  or  six  times  the  present 
number  of  colonial  letters  would  be  scarcely 
appreciable ;  and,  if  so,  even  an  extra  freight 
per  ton  of  letters  would  give  an  ample  margin 
for  a  reasonable  return  in  respect  of  ship's 
freight.  If  this  be  correct,  the  question  of  sub- 
sidies falls  to  the  ground — that  is,  as  a  charge 
upon  postal  revenue  and  postal  service.' 

"  Sir  William  Fitzherbert  went  on  to  point  out 
that,  so  far  as  regularity  and  speed  are  con- 
cerned, the  steamers  which  would  carry  these 
all-sea  mails  leave  nothing  to  he  desired.  Even 
after  this,  an  attempt  to  burke  the  discussion 
was  made  by  certain  enemies  of  reform.  One 
of  them,  the  Agent-General  for  New  South 
Wales,  fell,  however,  into  a  very  remarkable 
misreaiding  of  a  fact  bearing  greatly  upon  the 
question.    He  said  that  the  total  number  of 
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letteis  posted  in  New  South  Wales  for  delivery 
within  the  colony  in  1S85  was  84,000,000,  and 
for  the  Australian  Colonies  and  New  Zealand 
1,750,000,  making  altogether  about  36,000,000 ; 
while  the  foreign  despatch  of  letters,  including 
those  to  England,  was  only  793,000.  Yet  half 
the  white  population  of  Australia  were  horn 
in  England.  That  showed,  he  said,  that 
the  correspondence  with  England  was  very 
small  indeed  —  leaving  the  impression  that 
the  connection  is  growing  weaker,  and  that 
therefore  the  cheapening  of  postal  commu- 
nication between  the  Mother-country  and  the 
colonies  is  of  no  importance  whatever.  The 
topsy-turvy  character  of  the  Agent- General's 
argument  was  at  once  exposed  by  Sir  William 
Fitzherbert.  'I  was  very  much  struck,'  he 
said,  '  with  the  observation  that  there  were 
thirty  millions  of  local  letters  and  colonial 
letters  as  against  something  under  a  million 
letters  to  and  from  the  Mother -country  per 
annum.  Instead  of  looking  at  that  with  satis- 
faction, added  to  the  remark  that  there  was 
growing  up  a  population  that  did  not  know  the 
Mother-country,  I  am  influenced  by  that  as 
one  of  the  weightiest  arguments  that  could  be 
adduced  in  favour  of  quick  and  speedy  and 
cheap  communication  between  the  Mother- 
country  and  the  colonies,  so  that  they  may  not 
be  forgotten  ;  and,  in  addition  to  that  great 
advantage,  I  am  quite  sure  that  there  would 
also  be  a  very  considerable  stimulus  given  to 
the  development  of  trade.'  " 

In  one  of  about  forty  despatches  sent  by  the 
Agent-General,  Sir  F.  Dillon  Bell,  with  the 
assent  or  approval  of  his  colleague.  Sir  William 
Fitzherbert,  to  the  Premier  of  New  Zealand 
upon  questions  arising  out  of  or  that  had  been 
discussed  at  the  Colonial  Conference,  would  be 
found  the  following : — 

"  The  discussions  at  the  Conference  relating 
to  trade  have  been  very  animated,  and  the  ten- 
dency of  them  all  has  been  in  the  direction  of 
a  Protectionist  policy. 

■'  As  regards  the  condition  of  the  West  Indies, 
Mauritius,  Queensland,  and  the  sugar-pro- 
ducing colonies  generally,  the  bounty-system 
now  in  existence  in  France  and  Germany  was 
naturally  condemned  in  strong  terms,  opinions 
being  freely  expressed  in  favour  of  meeting 
foreign  bounties  by  countervailing  duties.  Even 
Mr.  Service,  though  speaking  as  a  Free-trader, 
gave  a  general  approval  of  this  method,  and,  no 
other  delegate  having  openly  opposed  it,  the 
Secretary  of  State  assumed,  as  he  had  a  right 
to  do,  that  the  Conference  was  nearly  unani- 
mous in  recommending  Her  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment to  adopt  it.  In  point  of  fact,  however,  this 
unanimity  did  not  actually  exist,  more  than 
one  delegate  thinking  that  no  scheme  funda- 
mentally opposed  to  the  existing  fiscal  system  of 
the  United  Kingdom  could  be  discussed  with- 
out bringing  in  the  whole  subject  of  Imperial 
Federation,  which  subjeqt  had  been  excluded 
from  the  deliberations  of  the  Conference.  Mr. 
Hofmeyer's  proposal  to  create  a  general  fund 
for  Imperial  defence  by  means  of  a  2-per-cent. 
duty  levied  upon  the  whole  foreign  trade  of  the 
Empire  was  certainly  brought  forward  by  him 
Mr.  Joyce 


in  a  remarkably  able  speech,  whioh  elicited  so 

much  assent  that  the  New  Zealand  delegates 
almost  stood  alone  in  deprecating  interference 
by  the  Conference  with  the  fiscal  system  of  this 
country.  We  nrged  that  the  delegates  had  no 
instructions  from  their  Governments  to  take 
such  a  course,  that  it  must  bring  in  the  whole 
question  of  Imperial  federation,  etnd  that,  just 
as  no  colony  would  for  a  moment  allow  the 
Imperial  Government  to  dictate  its  fiscal  policy, 
so  the_  House  of  Commons  would  equally  resent 
any  attempt  at  dictation  on  the  part  of  the 
colonies  for  the  reversal  of  a  commercial  sys- 
tem which  has  been  so  long  in  operation  in  tiie 
United  Kingdom. 

"  We  all  advocated,  instead,  the  expediency 
of  extending  to  all  colonies  alike  the  privilege, 
enjoyed  by  Canada,  of  negotiating  with  foreign 
Powers  in  matters  of  trade." 

He  would  ask  the  Government  to  endeavour 
to  lay  the  despatches  on  the  table  as  soon  as 
possible. 

Motion  for  adjournment  of  the  Honse  nega- 
tived. 

SEACLIFF  ASYLUM. 

'Mx.  FISH  asked  the  Minister  for  Public 
Works,  Whether  his  attention  hshs  been  drawn 
to  a  pamphlet  issued  by  Mr.  B.  A.  Lawson, 
architect,  of  Dunedin,  containing  copies  of 
letters  written  by  him  to  Mr.  Blair,  Engineer 
in  Charge,  Middle  Island,  under  dates  23rd 
October,  1879,  16th  January,  1880,  29th  June, 
1880,  and  2nd  February,  1886,  relative  to  the 
foundations  of  the  asylum  at  Seaclif! ;  and,  if 
so,  will  he  explain  why  those  letters  were  not 
answered,  and  why  the  advice  given  therein 
was  not  given  effect  to  ?  He  bai  placed  this 
question  on  the  Order  Paper  because  it  was 
well  known  down  south,  at  any  rate,  that 
very  serious  complaints  had  recently  been 
made  with  regard  to  the  defective  character 
of  the  building  at  Seacliff.  It  had  been  freely 
believed  down  there  that,  to  a  large  extent,  the 
slips  had  been  caused  through  faulty  archi- 
tecture. The  other  day  he  was  surprised  to 
see  published  by  the  architect  a  series  of  letters 
which  he  addressed  to  the  Engineer  in  Charge 
for  the  Middle  Island,  Mr.  Blair,  as  far  back  as 
1879,  and  before  the  building  was  commenced 
at  all,  pointing  out  that  unless  certain  drainage- 
work  was  performed  serious  damage  would  be 
caused  to  the  edifice.  The  architect  based  his 
statement  on  the  fact  that,  in  the  case  of  the 
temporary  building  previously  erected,  slip* 
had  occurred,  and  that  certain  drainage-works 
bad  saved  that  temporary  building  from  further 
injury.  Yet,  in  the  face  of  these  letters,  which 
were  never  answered,  the  building  was  allowed 
to  ^o  up,  and  now  they  found  that  the  slips 
which  ijie  architect  predicted  had  taken  place. 
He  might  say  that  the  object  of  this  question 
was  to  show  the  public  at  large  that,  so  far  as 
the  architect  was  concerned,  no  blame  was  to 
be  attached  to  him,  and  it  would  remove  the 
opprobrium  cast  upon  an  innocent  person.  He 
thought  that  the  Minister  for  Public  Works 
should  explain  why  those  letters  were  not  an- 
swered, and  why  the  suggestion  made  by  the 
architect  had  not  been  carried  ont.    He  (Mi. 
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Fish)  understood  it  yiaa  the  intention  of  the 

Minister  to  institute  inquiry  into  this  matter ; 
and,  although  the  result  might  prove  that  the 
foundations  were  defective  and  not  in  accord- 
ance with  the  specifications — and,  if  so,  he 
hoped  the  contractor  would  be  punished — still 
it  would  be  shown  that  the  slips  were  caused 
through  the  drainage-works  which  the  architect 
recommended  not  having  been  carried  out. 

Mr.  MITCHELSON  said  his  attention  had 
been  called  to  the  pamphlet  issued  by  the 
architect.  He  could  not  explain  why  the 
letters  contained  in  that  pamphlet  had  not 
been  answered ;  bat  he  understood  from  the 
department  that  all  letters  written  by  the 
architect  to  the  department  that  required 
answering  were  replied  to,  and  the  whole  of 
the  drainage-work  suggested  by  the  architect 
was  carried  out :  in  fact,  a  good  deal  more 
work  was  done  than  Mr.  Ijawson  recommended. 
The  erection  of  the  building  was  altogether 
under  his  supervision,  and  the  drawings  of  the 
engineer  sent  down  to  report  on  the  building 
showed  very  clearly  that  the  specifications  had 
not  been  carried  out.  He  had  the  plans  in 
front  of  him,  and  any  honourable  member 
ntight  see  that  there  was  a  very  large  dis- 
orepancy  throughout  the  whole  of  the  founda- 
tions. It  was  his  intention  to  caase  an  inquiry 
to  be  made,  and,  if  it  was  found  that  the  con- 
tractor was  legally  liable  to  make  the  work 
good,  the  Government  would  take  action.  The 
stability  of  the  building  was  endangered  by  the 
foundations  having  been  laid  so  badly.  An 
inquiry  would  be  made  at  once,  in  order  to  see 
who  was  to  blame  for  what  had  happened  to 
the  building. 

Mr.  FISH  said,  if  the  department  had  an- 
swered the  letters  referred  to  from  Mr.  Lawson, 
there  must  be  a  record  in  the  books  of  the 
department  to  show  it. 

SEALING. 

Mr.  PARATA  asked  the  Minister  of  Marine, 
Whether  the  Government  will  alter  the  sealing 
regnlations,  and  allow  next  season  to  be  opened  ? 
Telegrams  had  been  received  from  Invoroargill 
stating  that  two  vessels  had  started  away  seal- 
fishing.  Now,  that  was  clearly  illegal,  and 
he  thought  it  was  wrong  that  it  should  be  al- 
lowed. The  sealing  industry  was  one  in  which 
the  Natives  were  deeply  interested,  but  owing 
to  the  present  law  they  were  not  allowed  to 
pnrsue  that  industry.  He  had  always  objected 
to  the  Natives  being  precluded  from  sealing, 
because  that  was  their  hereditary  right.  In 
former  times  the  Natives  never  sealed  out  of 
season;  they  always  waited  a  fixed  time.  Since 
the  Europeans  passed  laws  regulating  the  seal- 
ing, they  had  seen  that  the  people  who  mode 
these  laws  were  the  first  to  break  them.  It 
was  evident  that  something  further  should  be 
done  in  the  matter,  and  he  asked  the  Govern- 
ment to  take  it  into  consideration,  and  bring  in 
the  necessary  legislation  on  the  subject.  He 
hoped  the  Government  would  take  the  neces- 
sary steps  before  the  season  opened. 

Mr.  FISHEB  said  the  Government  were 
aware,  as  the  honourable  member  stated,  that 


two  vessels  had  started,  presumably,  for  poach- 
ing purposes,  and  the  Government  would  take 
whatever  steps  might  be  necessary  to  prevent 
poaching.  They  regarded  the  sealing  indus- 
try as  of  the  highest  value  to  New  Zealand, 
and  whatever  steps  were  necessary  to  prevent 
poaching  would  he  adopted.  The  "  Stella " 
was  leaving  that  day,  and  instructions  would 
be  given  to  keep  a  look-out  for  the  vessels  in 
question.  The  honourable  gentleman  might 
rely  upon  it  that  every  precaution  would  be 
taken  by  the  Government  in  the  matter. 

NORTH  AUCKLAND  RAILWAY. 

Mr.  R.  THOMPSON  asked  the  Minister  for 
Public  Works,  If  the  Government  will  have 
any  objection  to  bring  down  a  Bill  next  session 
authonsing  the  construction  of  the  North 
Auckland  Railway  on  the  land-grant  principle? 
His  reason  for  putting  this  question  was  owing 
to  the  very  small  amount  which  was  placed  on 
the  public-works  estimates  for  the  extension  of 
this  railway.  The  amount  was  altogether  out 
of  proportion  to  the  necessity  for  pushing  on 
this  work,  and  it  was  a  matter  of  the  utmost 
importance  to  that  part  of  the  colony  that  the 
line  should  be  pushed  on  as  quickly  as  possible. 
He  hoped,  therefore,  that  the  Government 
would  bring  down  a  Bill  authorising  the  con- 
struction of  the  line  on  the  land-grant  prin- 
ciple. 

Mojor  ATKINSON  said  he  could  not  give 
the  honourable  gentleman  any  distinct  pledge 
on  the  subject,  because  the  matter  had  not  yet 
been  considered  by  the  Government.  It  would 
be  very  carefully  considered  during  the  recess. 

WAKAPUAKA  LARRIKINISM. 

Mr.  SEYMOUR  asked  the  Minister  of  Jus- 
tice, If  he  will  cause  a  further  investigation 
to  he  made  into  a  case  of  larrikinism  which 
occnrred  about  Jnne  last  in  the  Wakapuaka 
District,  when  it  is  alleged  that  wires  were 
stretched  across  a  public  road  and  a  bridge 
damaged,  and  that  the  case,  when  brought 
before  the  Resident  Magistrate,  Nelson,  was 
dismissed  without  inquiry  ?  Upon  a  com- 
plaint being  lodged,  the  police  took  up  the 
case.  When  the  case  come  on  for  hearing  in 
the  Resident  Magistrate's  Court  the  Chairman 
of  the  Road  Board  declined  to  press  it  if  the 
damage  done  to  the  bridge  were  paid  for.  That 
was  done,  and  the  police  withdrew  the  infor- 
mation, and  the  Resident  Magistrate  dismissed 
the  case.  Thereupon  twenty-seven  inhabitants 
of  the  district  petitioned  the  Minister  of  Justice 
to  have  on  inquiry  mode  into  it.  That  petition 
was  forwarded  to  the  Police  Department,  and 
the  following  answer  was  received  by  the  peti- 
tioners : — 

"  Police  Department,  Wellington, 
"1st  September,  1887. 

"  Gbntlembn, — In  reply  to  your  petition  of 
the  24th  June  lost,  addressed  to  the  Hon.  the 
Minister  of  Justice,  'and  praying  that  an  in- 
quiry should  be  held  on  a  gross  case  of  lawless- 
ness, I  am  directed  by  the  Hon.  the  Minister 
of  Defence  to  reply  on  behalf  of  the  Folico 
Departmmt. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


824 


Wakapuaka 


[HOUSE.] 


Larrikimsm. 


[Dec.  17 


*'  InqiiirieB  have  been  made  in  the  case  re- 
ported Dy  you,  and  a  copy  of  the  information 
forwarded  to  me.  I  can  find  no  fault  with 
it.  It  is  laid  generally  for  injury  done  to  a 
bridge,  but  does  not  Bpecify  any  particular  Act 
or  section  as  having  been  contravened.  This, 
however,  is  not  necessary,  and  so  far  the  police 
have  done  their  duty.  The  question  then  re- 
mains, Ought  they  to  have  allowed  the  prosecu- 
tion to  be  withdrawn?  On  this  point  Inspector 
Atcheson  reports  that,  after  proceedings  were 
instituted  by  him,  and  before  summonses  were 
served,  Mr.  Pitt,  solicitor  for  the  accused, 
waited  on  Mr.  Curtis,  R.M.,  and  produced  a 
letter  from  the  Chairman  of  the  Suburban 
Korth  Boad  Board,  which  stated  that  the  Board 
had  no  desire  to  prosecute  provided  the  damages 
were  paid  for.  Hereupon  the  Resident  Magis- 
trate allowed  the  information  to  be  withdrawn, 
and  indorsed  his  decision  on  the  back.  The 
question  whether  it  was  right  or  advisable  on 
the  part  of  the  Resident  Magistrate  to  do  this 
has  nothing  to  do  with  me,  for  he  belongs  to 
another  department ;  but  the  police,  after  the 
action  of  the  Resident  Magistrate,  and  letter 
from  the  Road  Board,  had  obviously  no  grounds 
for  further -proceedings  in  the  matter,  and  are 
not  responsible  for  any  failure  of  justice  which 
may  or  may  not  have  occurred. — I  have,  &o., 

"W.  C.   GUDOEON, 

"  Commissioner  of  Police." 
The  petitioners  were  dissatisfied  with  the 
answer,  because  it  did  not  take  up  the  question 
of  why  the  Magistrate  dismissed  the  case ;  so 
they  wrote  a  letter  to  the  honourable  member 
for  Motueka,  stating  all  the  particulars  of  the 
case.  That  honourable  gentleman  passed  it  on 
to  him  as  member  for  the  district,  and  he,  on 
application,  was  permitted  to  go  to  the  office 
and  examine  the  papers.  He  had  arranged 
with  the  Under-Secretary  that  the  case  should 
be  looked  into,  and  a  letter  sent  to  the  peti- 
tioners, which  was  to  this  effect : — 

"  Department  of  Justice, 
"  Wellington,  21st  November,  1887. 
"  SlB, — Referring  to  previous  correspondence 
on  the  subject  of  the  damage  done  to  a  bridge 
on  the  Wakapuaka  Road,  I  am  directed  by  the 
Minister  of  Justice  to  inform  you  that,  as  the 
result  of   inquiries  mode,  he  has  ascertained 
that  the  Resident  Magistrate  acted  in  accord- 
ance with  his  usual  practice,  which  is  to  allow 
an  information  to  be  withdrawn  at  the  request 
of  the  aggrieved  parties  when  the  charge  is  not 
of  a  serious  nature,  and  that,  under  these  cir- 
cumstances, the  Government  does  not  propose 
to  interfere  in  the  matter. — I  have,  &c., 
"C.  J.  A.  Hasblden, 

"  Under-Secretary. 
"  0.  H.  Martin,  Esq., 

"  Wakapuaka,  Nelson." 
He  need  hardly  say  that  that  answer  was 
quite  as  unsatisfactory  to  the  petitioners  as  the 
answer  from  the  Police  Department  had  been, 
especially  in  the  statement  that  the  charge  was 
not  of  a  serious  nature,  because  the  petitioners 
thought  it  was  an  exceedingly  serious  offence 
to  stretch  wires  across  a  road,  and  also  to 
Mr.  Seymour 


damage  a  bridge.  He  hoped  the  Hinistei 
would  have  the  matter  further  investigated, 
so  that  the  petitioners  might  learn  what  were 
the  real  causes  of  the  case  being,  as  they  con- 
sidered, hushed  up. 

Mr.  FERGUS  said  the  department  had  made 
inquiries  into  the  matter,  and  there  seemed  to 
be  a  good  deal  of  conflicting  evidence.  It 
seemed  that  both  the  police  and  the  Resident 
Magistrate  were  quite  justified  in  the  action 
they  took,  as  the  Chairman  of  the  Road  Baud 
declined  to  press  the  charge  against  the  boys, 
on  condition  that  the  damogo  should  be  re- 
paired by  their  parents.  But  he  would  cause 
further  inquiries  to  be  made  into  tho  matter, 
and  would  inform  the  honourable  gentleman  of 
the  result  later  on. 

J.  VOAKES. 

Mr.  MOAT  asked  the  Minister  of  Ijands, 
Whether  it  is  his  intention  to  take  any  action 
on  the  recommendation  of  the  Public  Petitions 
Committee  on  the  petition  of  John  Yoakes,  in 
the  direction  of  compensating  him  for  the  loss 
of  his  land,  improperly  sold  by  the  Crown  ? 

Mr.  G.  P.  RICHARDSON  said  there  was  no 
recommendation  fronrthe  Committee,  the  peti- 
tion being  merely  referred  to  the  Government 
for  consideration.  The  correspondence  showed 
that  Mr.  Voakes  had  neglected  to  take  the  ordi- 
nary precaution  of  having  his  section  defined 
on  the  plan.  The  selection  was  made  in  Octo^ 
her,  1867,  and  he  was  then  informed  that  the 
land  would  have  to  be  surveyed  at  his  cost.  ^ 
the  8th  April,  1884,  he  was  again  similarly  In- 
formed, and  again  on  tlie  7th  May  in  the  same 
year ;  but  all  these  intimations  were  ignored  by 
Mr.  Voakes.  As  a  matter  of  fact  Mr.  Voakes 
had  been  informed  that  he  would  be  allowed  to 
make  another  selection  from  the  Crown  lands 
in  the  locality ;  but  he  said  he  did  not  want 
land,  as  he  was  too  old  to  make  any  use  of  it. 
The  Commissioner  of  Crown  Lands  reported 
that  there  was  a  large  quantity  of  Crown  lands 
there  from  which  Mr.  Voakes  could  moke  a 
selection  equally  good  with  the  first. 

STATE  FORESTS  DEPARTMENT. 
Mr.  MOAT  asked  the  Government,  Whether, 
as  commonly  reported,  it  is  their  intention  to 
abolish  the  State  Forests  Department ;  and,  if 
so,  do  they  intend  to  take  the  same  precaution- 
ary measures  to  preserve  kauri  forests  from  fire 
as  were  so  successfully  adopted  by  that  depart- 
ment last  summer ;  also  whether  tliey  intend 
to  take  steps  to  preserve  the  young  forest  planta- 
tions, or  to  extend  them  ?  There  had  been  a 
report  in  circulation  that  it  was  the  intention 
of  the  Government  to  abolish  the  Forest  De- 
partment, and  he  noticed  there  was  no  pro- 
vision on  the  estimates  for  its  continuance. 
He  thought  tho  report  of  the  department,  and 
the  returns  laid  on  the  table  a  few  days  ago, 
showed  that  its  operations  during  tho  past  year 
had  been  very  satisfactory.  He  thought  it 
would  be  a  great  pity  if  the  same  course  were 
adopted  now  as  was  adopted  when  the  Act 
about  Native  forests  was  in  force — it  woold 
be  most  regrettable  if  this  department  were 
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CkboIiBhed  without  anytliing  to  ptovicle  for  forest 
conBervation  being  put  in  its  place.  He  hoped 
the  Qovemment  'would  not  entirely  abolish  the 
department;  or,  if  they  did,  that  they  wotild 
snbstitute  something  else. 

Mr.  G.  F.  RICHARDSON  regretted  to  inform 
the  honourable  gentleman  that  it  was  the  in- 
tention of  the  Government  to  abolish  the  State 
Forests  Department  altogether.  With  regard 
to  the  conservation  of  forests,  the  best  possible 
precautionary  measures  to  prevent  danger  from 
fire  would  be  taken ;  and,  as  to  the  young 
forest-trees  planted,  the  Qovemment  would 
retain  one  nurseryman  to  take  charge  of  them. 
But  no  further  planting  would  be  undertaken 
at  present. 

CHATHAM  ISLANDS  REPRESENTATION. 

Mr.  McGregor  asked  the  Government,  If 
they  will  bring  under  the  notice  of  the  Repre- 
sentation Commissioners  the  fsict  that  the 
Chatham  Islands  are  at  present  practically 
Tmrepresentcd,  and  if  steps  will  be  taken  to 
join  them  to  some  electorate  ? 

Ur.  HISLOP  said  this  matter  was  under  the 
consideration  of  the  Government,  and  he  would 
iztfonn  the  honourable  gentleman,  at  a  later 
period,  of  any  decision  come  to. 

Major  ATKINSON  suggested  that  possibly 
the  honourable  gentleman  might  like  the  dis- 
trict to  be  added  to  his  own  electorate. 

PROBATES. 

Mr.  VALENTINE  asked  the  Colonial  Secre- 
tary, Whether  he  will  consider  the  advisability 
ot  adapting  to  the  law  in  New  Zealand  the  pro- 
visions of  section  38  of  44  Vict.,  c.  12,  relative 
to  probates,  so  as  to  lessen  the  cost  to  the  pub- 
lic ?  By  the  Imperial  law  it  was  only  neces- 
sary for  any  one  applying  for  probate  of  a  will 
whore  the  personal  estate  did  not  exceed  £300 
to  go  to  an  officer  of  the  Court,  or  to  an  officer 
of  the  Inland  Revenue,  and  deposit  15s.,  which 
covered  the  whole  of  the  Court  fees,  and  £1  10s. 
for  stamp-duty, .  making,  altogether,  £2  Ss. ; 
whereas  in  this  country  it  cost  about  £20, 
including  solicitor's  fees.  It  was  necessary 
here  to  go  to  the  Supreme  Court ;  and  he 
had  heard  on  very  good  authority  that  the 
cost  was  seldom  under  £20.  Now,  this  was  a 
very  great  hardship  on  poor  people — particu- 
larly widows  and  orphans,  whose  all  was  some 
small  sum  they  had  been  left ;  and  he  hoped  the 
Colonial  Secretary  would  give  some  assurance 
that  next  session  he  would  bring  down  a  Bill 
to  make  the  law  more  like  what  it  was  in  Eng- 
land. 

Mr.  HISIjOP  thought  the  honourable  gentle- 
man had  rather  exaggerated  the  cost  of  adminis- 
tration in  this  country  ;  but  he  would  be  very 
glad  to  consider  whether  provision  could  be 
made  in  the  Administration  Act  which  it  was 
intended  to  introduce  next  year  to  make  the 
procedure  cheaper. 

Mr.  VALENTINE  feared  that,  instead  of 
exaggerating,  he  bod  really  greatly  understated 
the  usual  cost,  because  he  had  it  on  the  best 
authority  in  the  House  only  the  previous  day 
that  in  one  case,  veiy  recently,  as  much  as  £40 


was  charged  by  a  solicitor  where  the  estate  was 
under  £100.  That  was  an  absolute  fact.  He 
only  wished  this  amendment  to  apply  to  per- 
sonal estate,  and  not  to  real  estate. 

W.  HARPER. 

Mr.  OBMOND  asked  the  Government, 
Whether  they  will  consider  the  case  of  William 
Harper,  a  lineman,  who  was  iujured  and  in- 
capacitated while  on  Government  duty,  and 
continues  unable  to  earn  a  livelihood  for  his 
family?  He  hod  fallen  from  a  pole  while  on 
duty,  and  had  injured  his  spine.  He  had  been 
incapacitated  over  since,  but  for  three  years  he 
received  some  small  sum  from  the  Government 
— about  £25  a  year,  he  (Mr.  Ormond)  believed 
— and  then  received  a  letter  saying  that  he 
ha4  no  further  claim  on  the  Government.  He 
thought  the  man  had  some  claim,  and  he  hoped 
the  Government  would  consider  the  case,  i^ 
Harper  was  in  very  poor  circumstances,  and 
had  a  family  to  provide  for. 

Major  ATKINSON  said  this  was  one  of  those 
unfortunate  coses  that  the  Government  really 
hardly  knew  how  to  deal  with.  He  understood 
the  man  had  been  only  temporarily  in  the  Go- 
vernment employment — not  permanently.  On 
meeting  with  this  accident,  owing  to  its  being 
so  severe  a  case  the  Government  had  exceeded 
its  authority,  and  bod  made  some  allowance  to 
him.  He  would  consider  the  case,  and  see  if 
anything  further  could  be  done ;  but  the  honour, 
able  gentleman  knew  there  was  great  difficulty 
in  dealing  with  cases  of  this  sort  if  the  Go- 
vernment once  went  outside  the  ordinary  regu- 
lations. It  was  one  of  those  unfortunate  cases 
which  no  one  could  help  feeling  compassion 
for,  and  he  would  see  if  something  could  be 
done. 

LEGISLATIVE  COUNCILLORS. 
Mr.  SAMUEL  asked  the  Premier,  —  (1.) 
Whether  the  Government  intend  to  continue 
to  do  nothing  to  ascertain  whether  there  ore 
gentlemen  sitting  as  members  of  the  Legisla- 
tive Council  and  taking  part  in  legislation  in 
that  Chamber  whoso  seats  have  become  vacant 
through  being  absent  for  two  successive  sessions 
without  permission  ?  (2.)  Whether,  in  accord- 
ance with  its  present  retrenchment  policy,  the 
Qovemment  intend  to  abstain  from  nominating 
the  same  or  other  gentlemen  to  seats  in  the 
Council  to  fill  the  seats  that  may  have  become 
vacant  tlirough  the  absence  of  Councillors  for 
two  successive  sessions  of  the  General  Assembly 
without  permission?  (3.)  Whether  the  Govern- 
ment will  consider  the  expediency  of  making 
some  better  provision  than  now  exists  for  the 
trial  of  the  question  whether  seats  in  the  Legis- 
lative Council  have  or  have  not  become  vacant  ? 
It  was  necessary  to  make  some  explanation  of 
the  circumstances  which  led  to  his  putting  this 
question.  Nearly  every  lawyer,  to  keep  himself 
well  up  in  his  business,  subscribed  to  some  one 
or  more  of  the  English  law-reports,  and  noted 
up  cases  in  his  text-books.  In  doing  this  he 
(Mr.  Samuel)  came  across  the  case  of  The 
Attorney-General  of  Queensland  versus  Gibbon, 
in  which  it  had  been  decided  by  the  Privy 
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Council  that,  under  the  Queensland  Constitu- 
tion Act,  if  a  Councillor  was  absent  for  two 
suocessive  sessions,  although  he  bad  permission 
to  be  absent  for  one,  his  seat  was  vacated.  It  had 
seemed  to  him  that,  the  New  Zealand  Consti- 
tution Act  being  similar  to  that  of  Queensland, 
possibly  some  of  the  Legislative  Councillors 
in  Kew  Zealand  might  have  made  the  same 
mistake  as  had  been  made  in  Queensland ; 
and  therefore  when  he  came  to  Wellington 
this  session  ho  began  to  search  the  Journals 
of  the  Legislative  Council  to  see  if  it  had  been 
BO.  He  quickly  found  that  one  honourable 
gentleman  had  made  that  mistake,  and  he 
was  thinking  of  speaking  to  that  gentleman 
personally  on  the  subject,  when  it  occurred 
to  him  that  by  going  further  back  in  the 
records  he  might  find  other  cases,  because, 
if  the  seat  of  the  honourable  gentleman  to 
whom  he  had  referred  had  been  vacated  in  this 
manner,  unless  a  reappointment  had  been 
made  no  subsequent  sitting  would  avert  the 
penalty.  He  did  so,  and  found  that  several 
others  were  in  the  same  position.  Under  these 
circumstances  he  felt  some  doubt  as  to  how  to 
act.  If  there  had  been  only  one  or  two  cases 
and  he  had  been  sure  as  to  the  number,  he 
would  probably  have  spoken  to  the  gentlemen 
afiected ;  but,  finding  that  there  were  several — 
and  possibly  there  might  be  some  more  whose 
names  he  had  not  discovered — he  thought  it 
might  be  putting  those  gentlemen  to  whom 
he  would  have  spoken  in  a  false  position  if 
he  were  to  do  so.  He  had  therefore  spoken 
to  the  chief  legal  member  of  the  Government, 
the  Hon.  the  Attorney-Greneral,  confidentially, 
mentioning  the  case  and  asking  bis  view  on  it. 
After  consideration  of  the  case,  the  Hon.  the 
Attorney-General  differed  from  him  as  to  the 
reading  of  the  decision  of  the  Privy  Council ; 
and,  under  these  circumstances,  the  honour- 
able gentleman  thought  it  would  be  unneces- 
sary to  enter  into  any  examination  of  the 
facts  which  he  (Mr.  Samuel)  laid  before  him, 
and  respecting  which  he  had  some  doubt — the 
doubt  being  as  to  the  absence  of  the  gentle- 
men —  because,  not  being  able  personally  to 
obtain  information  from  the  officers  of  the 
Council,  he  thought  it  possible  he  might  have 
overlooked  entries  in  the  Journals  which  would 
prove  his  information  to  be  incorrect.  Under 
these  circumstances,  however,  seeing  that  the 
Hon.  the  Attorney-General  did  not  agree  with 
him,  and  did  not  think  it  necessary  to  make 
Skny  search,  he  thought,  before  silencing  his 
own  opinion,  that  it  was  his  duty  to  maJce  a 
statement  to  the  House,  which  was  the  proper 
medium  of  communication  of  every  honourable 
member,  and  he  therefore  made  this  statement 
of  the  facts  as  far  as  he  could  ascertain  them. 
It  seemed  to  him  that  the  question  was  of  very 
great  importance  indeed.  If  these  gentlemen, 
who  had  been  members  of  the  Legislative 
Council,  had  ceased  to  be  members,  and  still, 
after  their  attention  had  been  called  to  the 
fact,  continued  to  sit  in  the  other  branch  of 
the  Legislature  and  to  take  part  in  the  busi- 
ness as  if  they  were  Councillors,  then  the 
principle  which  went  to  the.  foundation  of  our 
Mr.  Samuel 


form  of  legislation,  that  Acts  were  to  be  passed 

by  the  majority,  did  not  apply,  because  it 
was  quite  possible  that  a  minority,  au  actual 
minority,  of  the  Legislative  Councillors  who 
had  a  right  to  sit  in  that  Chamber  might  pass 
legislation  as  against  the  majority.  Therefore 
it  appeared  to  him  to  be  a  question  which  th« 
House  as  well  as  the  other  branch  of  the  Legis- 
lature should  entertain  and  consider.  Then, 
subsequently,  he  found  that  he  had  made  a 
mistake  as  to  the  Councillors  named;  bat,  in 
discovering  that  mistake,  he  found  that  anotiier 
gentleman  had,  as  he  believed,  vacated  his 
seat — namely,  the  Hon.  the  Attomcy-Genaial 
himself;  and  that  fact  added  greaUj  to  the 
importance  of  what  he  had  brought  under  &» 
notice  of  the  Government,  and  showed  that  the 
matter  still  more  urgently  required  considera- 
tion. As  to  the  first  part  of  the  question  he 
had  put  to  the  Government,  the  Premier  had  ! 
already  given  him  an  answer,  to  the  effect  that 
the  matter  was  under  the  consideration  of  the 
Law  Officers  of  the  Crown.  No  doubt  Um 
question  required  very  careful  consideration, 
and  ought  to  be  referred  to  the  Law  Officers  of 
the  Crown,  who  would  no  doubt  have  all  the 
information  placed  before  itbem,  and  give  ad- 
vice upon  the  facts.  So  far,  he  was  satisfied 
with  the  intimation  the  Premier  had  givcm 
him,  and  he  had  no  doubt  that  the  Honse 
would  likewise  be  satisfied.  As  to  the  second 
^xt  of  his  question,  that  was  not  pnt  on  the 
Order  Paper  with  any  wish  to  insinuate  that 
it  was  neces^firy  that  none  of  those  gentle- 
men should  be  reappointed;  but  an  Act  had 
been  passed  for  the  purpose  of  reducing  the 
number  of  members  of  the  House  of  fiepre- 
sentatives  upon  the  cry  for  retrenchment,  and 
that  cry  was  equally  strong  for  retrenchment 
in  another  place.  Therefore  it  seemed  to  him 
that  the  Government  should  carefully  consider, 
if  an  opportunity  occurred,  whether  it  would 
bo  consistent  with  their  duty  to  reappoint  the 
whole  of  those  gentlemen  if  it  tumeid  out  that 
they  had  vacated  their  seats.  With  regard  to 
the  last  question,  the  mode  of  dealing  with  this 
question  prescribed  by  the  Constitution  Act 
was,  to  his  mind,  a  very  ineffective  one.  It 
was  this :  that  a  Committee  should  be  ap- 
pointed by  the  Legislative  Council,  to  whom 
should  be  referred  the  question  in  dispute,  and 
who  should  report  to  the  Legislative  Conncil, 
and  by  their  report  the  Legislative  Council, 
whether  they  adopted  it  or  negatived  it,  wen 
to  be  guided  to  a  great  extent.  If  it  were  the 
case  that  the  Legislative  Council  contained  a 
number  of  experienced  lawyers,  say,  five,  who 
might  be  supposed  to  be  capable  of  dealing 
efficiently  with  such  a  point  as  this,  it  might 
be  very  convenient  to  follow  such  a  course  as 
that  prescribed  by  the  Constitution  Act ;  bat 
it  was  not  the  practice  here  to  allow  two  or 
more  of  the  Judges  of  the  Supreme  Conrt  to  , 
hold  seats  in  the  Legislative  Council ;  and,  ordi-  ! 
narily,  that  Chamber  did  not  contain  a  snffi-  | 
cient  number  of  gentlemen  possessing  a  legal 
training  to  enable  it  to  satisfactorily  deal  with 
the  question.  If  there  were  provision  for  sneh 
questions  being  sent  to  the  Court  of  Appeal  it 
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vrould  greatly  simplify  matters.  He  might  say 
that  so  certain  did  he  ieel  of  the  soondness  of 
the  opinion  he  had  ventured  to  express  of  the 
law  in  this  case  that  he  should  be  quite  willing 
to  ha  a  party  to  instituting  a  suit  in  the  Court 
of  Appeal  on  the  terms  that,  if  he  proved  to  be 
inistaJcen,  he  should  be  called  upon  to  pay  the 
entire  costs.  He  was  confident  enough  of  the 
soundness  of  his  opinion  to  say  that ;  and  he 
should  like  to  add 

Mr.  SPEAKER  thought  the  honourable 
gentleman  was  exceeding  the  limit  of  speech 
permitted  in  the  case  of  asking  a  question. 

Mr.  SAMUEL  said  he  only  wished  to  add  that 
he  had  been  actuated,  in  bringing  this  matter 
forward,  only  by  a  desire  to  promote  the  public 
interest ;  and,  if  he  had  been  ill-advised  as  to 
the  method  of  bringing  it  forward,  he  could 
say  that  be  had  no  desire  to  give  pain  to  any 
of  the  honourable  gentlemen  who  had  been 
referred  to.  He  had  acted  with  the  best  in- 
tentions, and  if  he  had  adopted  an  improper 
method  he  could  only  express  regret ;  for  he 
had  no  desire  to  annoy  any  of  the  gentlemen 
be  had  referred  to,  nor  did  he  think  that  he 
had  done  so,  for  he  had  been  in  conversation 
with  most  of  them,  and  had  no  reason  to 
believe  that  their  feelings  were  hurt  by  any- 
thing that  he  had  said. 

Major  ATKINSON  must  say  that  he  was 
surprised .  that  so  accurate  a  man,  so  good  a 
lawyer,  as  the  honourable  member  for  New 
Plymouth,  should  have  propounded  such  extra- 
ordinary questions ;  and  he  was  still  more  sur- 
prised that  the  honourable  gentleman  should 
have  made  the  statements  he  had  made.  The 
honourable  gentleman  would  not  expect  him  to 
do  more  than  shortly  answer  his  question.  To 
the  first  he  would  answer  No ;  to  the  second  he 
would  reply  that  he  would  consider  the  case 
if  it  arose  ;  and,  as  to  the  third,  that  it  was 
under  the  consideration  of  the  Government. 

KAIKORA  MAIL  SEBVICE. 

Mr.  TANNER  asked  the  Postmaster-General, 
If,  when  the  present  contracts  expire,  the 
Postal  Department  will  institute  a  mail  service 
three  times  a  week  between  Kaikora  and  Tau- 
mumu  and  Kaikora  and  Patangata,  instead  of 
twice  a  week  as  at  present  1 

Major  ATKINSON  replied  that  when  the 
present  contract  expired  the  Government  would 
call  for  alternative  tenders,  and,  if  the  cost  of 
the  change  asked  for  were  reasonable,  it  would 
be  made. 

MAORI  DEEDS  OP  LAND-PUECHASE. 

Sir  G.  OBEY  asked  the  Government,  Whe- 
ther the  two  volumes  of  Maori  Deeds  of  Land- 
purchases  in  the  North  Island  of  New  Zea- 
land, published  by  authority  in  1877-78,  con- 
sist of  copies  of  the  deeds  by  which  the 
Crown  holds  lands  conveyed  to  Her  Majesty 
by  her  subjects  of  the  Maori  race?  What 
number  of  copies  of  this  publication  have  been 
distributed,  and  how  many  remain  in  store  ? 
Will  the  Government  cause  copies  to  be  dis- 
tributed to  public  institutions  and  members  of 
the  General  Assembly? 


Major  ATKINSON  said  these  books  had  been 
printed.  Of  the  first  volume  thirty-four  had 
been  issued,  and  of  the  second  thirty.  There 
were  in  store  966  copies  of  the  first  volume,  and 
970  of  the  second.  The  Government  did  not 
propose  to  issue  them  to  the  public,  as  it  was 
thought  that  no  good  would  rollow  from  their 
distribution. 

Sir  G.  GREY  asked  whether  the  Govern- 
ment would  allow  members  of  the  House  to 
obtain  copies  on  application. 

Major  ATKINSON  said  he  would  consider 
that  question,  and  reply  in  the  course  of  a  day 
or  two. 

WELLINGTON-PITONE  LINE. 

Mr.  FITZHERBERT  asked  the  Government, 
If  they  will  introduce  a  Bill  next  session 
authorising  the  straightening  of  the  railway- 
line  between  Wellington  and  Pitone  by  a  syn- 
dicate or  by  private  enterprise ;  all  iha  area 
between  the  present  road  and  the  straightened 
railway-line  to  be  reclaimed  by  and  Crown- 
granted  to  the  promoter  or  promoters  of  such 
works,  in  payment  for  the  same,  free  of  cost? 
In  answering  a  question  which  he  had  put  on 
the  Order  Paper  the  other  day  the  Minister  for 
Public  Works  had  admitted  the  necessity  of 
this  particular  work,  but  he  regretted  that,  as 
the  work  would  cost  £25,000,  he  did  not  see  his 
way  to  propose  it.  He  (Mr.  Fitzherbert)  might 
say  that  there  were  along  this  line  a  number  of 
small  bays,  which  could  be  easily  reclaimed, 
and  would  make  very  good  business-sites ;  and 
he  knew  a  gentleman  who,  in  all  probability, 
would  straighten  the  line  for  the  privilege  of 
reclaiming  and  making  use  of  these  bays. 
Probably  it  would  be  a  good  thing  for  both 
parties.  The  gentleman  referred  to  would 
make  something  out  of  his  speculation,  no 
doubt,  and  the  Government  would  get  their  line 
straightened.  He  hoped  that,  as  the  Minister 
for  Public  Works  could  not  see  his  way  to 
spending  £25,000,  he  would  agree  to  have  the 
work  done  in  the  manner  he  (Mr.  Fitzherbert) 
had  now  suggested. 

Mr.  MITCHELSON  said  the  Government 
had  no  intention  of  introducing  a  Bill  on  this 
subject  next  session.  At  some  future  time  it 
might  be  a  matter  for  consideration. 

OTAGO  EDUCATION  BOARD. 

Mr.  ROSS  asked  the  Premier,  Whether  it  is 
the  intention  of  the  Government  to  give  effect 
to  the  recommendation  of  the  Education  Com- 
mittee contained  in  the  report  on  the  petitions 
of  A.  C.  Begg  and  Francis  Wilkinson,  praying 
for  inquiry  into  alleged  arbitrary  proceedings 
on  the  part  of  the  Otago  Education  Board  in 
reference  to  the  removal  by  the  Board  of  the 
headmaster  of  the  Kaikorai  District  School  ? 
The  report  of  the  Committee  was  m  follows : — 

"  That  the  Committee  is  of  opinion  that  the 
subject-matter  of  the  petition  is  one  which  con- 
cerns only  the  administration  of  the  Education 
Act  under  the  powers  conferred  upon  Educa- 
tion Boards  and  School  Committees  ;  and  that, 
if  the  Education  Board  did  not  first  consult 
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the  School  Committees  before  diBmissing  the 
teacher  as  alleged,  the  provisions  of  danse  45  of 
the  Act  have  not  been  strictly  complied  with. 
The  Committee  recommends — (1)  That  the  Oo- 
yemment  should  take  the  opinion  of  the  Idiw 
Officers  of  the  Ciown  upon  the  point  raised, 
and  transmit  such  opinion  to  the  petitioners ; 
(2)  and,  if  the  Act  is  not  sufficiently  clear 
as  to  the  relative  positions  of  the  Boards  and 
Committees,  the  Government  should  amend  the 
Act;  (B)  that,  as  there  seems  to  be  consider- 
able feeling  in  the  locality  on  the  subject  of 
the  petitions,  special  inquiry  by  the  Resident 
Magistrate  of  Dunedin  should  be  made  into 
it." 

Mr.  FISHER  said  the  Government,  of  its 
own  motion,  would  not  have  interfered  with 
any  Education  Board  in  regard  to  such  a  mat- 
ter as  this ;  but,  acting  upon  the  rocommendar- 
tion  of  an  important  Select  Committee  of  the 
House,  they  had  decided  to  instruct  the  Resi- 
dent Magistrate  of  Dunedin  to  make  an  inquiry 
into  the  circumstances  of  this  case. 

VICTORIAN  EXHIBITION. 

Mr.  SEDDON  asked  the  Premier,— (1.)  Does 
the  Government  intend  to  avail  itself  of  the 
maximum  space  allotted  New  Zealand  in  the 
Victorian  Exhibition  building  ?  (2.)  Does  the 
Government  intend  to  ask  Parliament  to  autho- 
rise any  expenditure  of  public  money  in  con- 
nection with  the  above  Exhibition  ?  (8.)  Gene- 
rally, what  steps  does  the  Government  intend 
to  take  in  reference  to  the  said  Exhibition; 
and,  seeing  the  time  for  securing  space  expires 
on  the  3lBt  December,  1887,  will  the  Govern- 
ment take  the  House  into  its  confidence  at  an 
early  date  ?  As  the  time  was  getting  limited, 
he  thought  the  Government  should  at  an  early 
date  make  up  their  minds  as  to  what  steps 
they  would  take  with  regard  to  this  matter, 
because  would-be  exhibitors  would  be  glad  to 
know  what  the  intentions  of  the  Government 
were.  The  House  had  been  led  generally  to 
understand  that  the  Government  intended  the 
colony  to  be  represented ;  but  it  would  like 
more  detailed  information  as  to  what  the  Go- 
vernment intended  to  do  —  whether  they  in- 
tended that  the  colony  should  be  represented 
by  Commissioners,  and  so  forth.  He  might  say 
that  he  thought  we  should  work  with  our 
neighbouring  colony  in  this  matter. 

Mr.  HISLOP  said  the  amount  of  space  to  be 
applied  for  depended  upon  the  results  of  in- 
quiries which  the  Government  were  now  making 
in  various  parts  of  the  colony  as  to  the  accom- 
modation that  would  be  required  by  exhibitors. 
As  had  been  intimated  by  the  Premier,  it  was 
the  intention  of  the  Government  to  ask  for  a 
vote  to  secure  the  proper  representation  of  the 
colony,  and  they  would  be  prepared  to  state 
the  amount  when  the  supplementary  estimates 
oame  down ;  but  they  had  not  yet  determined 
whether  the  colony  should  be  represented  by 
Commissioners  or  not.  The  matter  was  still 
under  the  consideration  of  the  Government, 
who  would  take  the  House  into  their  confidence 
at  as  early  a  date  as  possible. 

Mr.  SEDDON  asked  that  the  statement 
Mr.  Rou 


should  be  made  on  the  following  Monday  at 
Tuesday,  at  the  latest. 

COMPENSATION  FOR  MILITARY 
SERVICE. 

Mr.  GOLDIE  asked  the  Minister  of  Ijaadi, 
What  action  the  Government  propose  to  take 
to  satisfy  the  claims  of  Thomas  Thwaite, 
W.  G.  Garrard,  J.  D.  Bentley,  P.  Hodge,  and 
others  for  compensation  for  military  service, 
whose  petitions  nave  been  reported  upon  by  the 
various  Committees  to  whom  they  yrere  com- 
mitted? 

Mr.  FERGUS  said,  from  the  invesUgfttioB  ol 
these  claims,  he  wa,8  convinced  that  the  de- 
mands made  therein  ought  not  to  be  complied 
with.  These  persons  had  no  claim  whatever. 
There  were  hundreds  of  better  claims  than 
these.  Hodge  was  discharged  as  medically  un- 
fit, receiving  a  pension  for  two  years.  He  was 
therefore  not  entitled  to  land,  having  served 
less  than  two  years.  Bentley'g  claim  was  still 
worse  :  he  came  to  New  Zealand  not  as  a  dis- 
charged soldier,  but  Eis  one  of  the  Waikato  mili- 
tary settlers,  and  received  eighty-one  acres  •■ 
such.  He  now  applied  for  a  grant  as  an  old 
soldier. 

EDUCATION. 

Mr.  BARRON  asked  the  Minister  of  Educa- 
tion, Whether  he  will  act  on  the  recommenda- 
tion contained  in  the  report  from  the  Select 
Committee  on  Education,  so  that  no  material 
change  shall  be  effected  in  the  present  system 
of  education,  pending  the  result  of  further 
inquiry  next  session  ?  He  asked  this  question 
because  the  Minister  would  acknowledge  that 
the  subject  was  one  of  very  great  importance, 
and  one  in  which  the  people  of  the  colony  took 
a  groat  deal  of  interest.  It  was  understood 
that  circulars  had  been  issued  from  the  depart- 
ment in  reference  to  the  school-age,  and  he 
wished  to  know  what  changes  were  in  contem- 
plation. The  report  of  the  Select  Committee, 
as  the  Minister  would  have  seen,  suggested  that, 
owing  to  its  vast  importance,  the  inquiry  could 
not  be  exhausted  during  the  present  session, 
and  therefore  the  Committee  recommended 
that  no  action  should  be  taken  till  next  sessicm. 
He  hoped  the  Minister  would  not  act  hastily  in 
the  matter.  He  thought  it  would  be  agreed 
that,  although  some  persons  might  think  that 
the  education  expenditure  was  somewhat  ex- 
cessive, still  if  there  was  any  return  which  the 
people  got  for  their  taxation  it  was  in  regard  to 
education. 

Mr.  FISHER  said  the  question  was,  without 
doubt,  an  exceedingly  important  one.  As  his 
colleague  the  Premier  and  he  himself  had 
already  stated  on  several  occasions,  the  whole 
subject  would  be  submitted  to  the  decision  ci 
the  House,  and  no  changes  of  any  kind  would 
be  made  until  a  vote  of  the  House  had  been 
taken.  He  might  again  explain  that  it  wac 
absolutely  necessary  to  indicate  the  changes  in 
the  manner  in  which  they  had  been  indicated, 
in  order  to  satisfy  the  universal  demand  for 
information  in  regard  to  tlie  points  regarding 
which  changes  were  proposed.  It  was  the 
desire  of  the  Government  to  make  clear  to  the 
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numeroas  body  of  persons  interested  what  were 
the  intentions  of  the  Oovemment  in  regard  to 
the  subject,  and  that  was  why  the  circulars 
had  been  issned.  The  GoTemment  would  take 
no  step  until  the  decision  of  the  House  had 
been  taken. 

HASTINGS  RAILWAY-STATION. 

Captain  RUSSELL  asked  the  Minister  for 
Publio  Works,  Whether  he  is  aware  that  land 
has  at  last  been  taken  for  increasing  the 
station-yard  accommodation  at  Hastings,  and 
the  price  settled  by  the  Compensation  Court ; 
and  whether  he  will  cause  such  alterations 
being  at  once  made  as  will  prevent  shunting 
ftoroBS  the  main  road  ? 

Mr.  MITCHELSON  rei>lied  that  the  cases 
in  respect  to  the  land  required  for  the  proposed 
extension  of  the  Hastings  Station  had  only 
been  decided  by  the  Court  on  the  previous  day. 
Plans  had  been  drawn  out  for  the  work,  which 
would  cost  some  thousands  of  pounds  to  carry 
out  completely;  but  now  that  the  land  had 
been  acquired  the  matter  could  be  gone  into 
with  a  view  to  seeing  if  any  immediate  altera- 
tion was  practicable. 

EDUCATION  RESEBVES. 

Mr.  SMITH  asked,  without  notice,  what  steps 
the  Minister  of  Education  intended  to  take  in 
reference  to  an  advertisement  which  appeared 
in  that  day's  New  Zealand  Times,  announcing 
for  sale  by  auction  a  number  of  sections  of 
the  Alfredtown  and  Bangitumau  education 
zeserves. 

Mr.  FISHER  had  to  thank  the  honourable 
gentleman  for  calling  his  attention  to  the 
subject,  as  he  had  noticed  the  advertisement 
himself,  and  had  intended  to  take  action  in  the 
matter,  but,  owing  to  the  press  of  business,  it 
had  escaped  his  attention  for  the  time.  He 
had  communicated  with  the  department  to 
ascertain  the  circumstances  of  the  case,  and  he 
would  give  the  honourable  member  the  desired 
information  as  soon  as  it  was  obtained. 

FREE  PASSES  TO  CHILDREN  ATTEND- 
ING SCHOOL. 

Mr.  PEARSON  asked  the  Minister  for  Public 
Works,  Why  the  concession  of  free  passes 
granted  to  children  attending  some  schools 
should  not  be  extended  to  all  7 

Mr.  MITCHELSON  replied  that  the  gazetted 
regulations  provided  that  free  school  season- 
tickets  should  be  issued  only  from  stations 
where  there  was  no  primary  school  to  the  station 
in  the  vicinity  of  the  nearest  primary  school. 
The  question  then  arose  that  the  regulation 
only  aSected  children  attending  Government 
schools,  and  it  was  desired  to  make  arrange- 
ments to  meet  the  case  of  children  who  at- 
tended the  Roman  CathoUc  schools.  The  case 
under  consideration  was  that  of  a  girl  who 
vnshed  to  have  a  ticket  to  travel  a  further  dis- 
tance, but  was  refused  it,  because  the  regula- 
tions did  not  provide  for  such  a  case.  Whenever 
complaints  were  made  of  this  character  the 
Oovemment  always  took  them  into  their  oon- 
sideiation. 


EDUCATION. 

Mr.  IZARD  asked  if  the  Government  would 
lay  on  the  table  the  opinion  of  the  Law  Officers 
of  the  CrOwn  as  to  the  validity  of  the  Order  in 
Council  lately  made  as  to  the  school-age  of 
children. 

Mr.  FISHEB  said  the  honourable  gentleman 
must  be  aware  that,  if  there  was  such  an 
opinion,  it  would  only  be  laid  on  the  table  by 
the  order  of  Parliament. 

POST  AND  TELEGRAPH  OFFICE  AT 
HUNTERVIIiLE. 

Mr.  BRUCE  asked  whether,  in  view  of  the 
very  rapid  increase  in  the  population  in  the 
district  surrounding  Hunterville,  the  Govern- 
ment would  take  into  consideration  the  ad- 
visability of  erecting  a  post  and  telegraph 
office  there. 

Major  ATKINSON  requested  the  honourable 
member  to  write  him  a  letter  on  the  subject, 
and  he  would  see  into  it  at  once.  He  did  not 
intend  to  make  any  promise  till  then. 

MIDLAND  RAILWAY. 

Mr.  R.  H.  J.  REEVES  asked  the  Premier 
when  he  would  bring  down  the  Midland  Rail- 
way Bill  and  the  agreement  attached  to  the 
contract. 

Major  ATKINSON  said  the  Government 
were  negotiating  with  the  company  with  regard 
to  certain  portions  of  the  draft  agreement 
passed  by  the  House,  and  as  soon  as  that  was 
complete — which,  he  hoped,  would  be  in  a  day  or 
so — he  would  bring  the  Bill  down.  He  would 
have  brought  the  Bill  down  before  if  it  hod 
been  possible. 

SUPPLY. 

IN  COMMITTEE. 
PUBLIC  WORKS  FUND.— PART  I. 

CiiAss  IX. — LiaHTHonsEs,  HASBons-woBKa, 
AND  Harboub  Defences. 

Harbour  defences,  £80,000. 

Mr.  TURNBULL  thought  this  vote  should 
be  postponed  until  after  the  Naval  Defence  Bill 
had  been  dealt  with.  If  the  colony  was  going 
to  pay  the  English  Government  £22,000  a  year, 
they  should  not  spend  any  more  money  on  har- 
bour defences. 

Mr.  BRUCE  asked  if  the  vote,  £80,000,  was 
required  for  the  completion  of  the  works. 

Mr.  MITCHELSON  said  that  was  for  this 
year  only. 

Mr.  FISH  said,  if  in  passing  this  vote  they 
committed  the  House  to  an  expenditure  of 
£50,000  next  year,  he  would  object  to  the 
vote. 

Major  ATKINSON  said  these  works  were 
only  estimated  to  cost  £300,000  when  they 
were  commenced,  but  abeady  something  like 
£450,000  had  been  spent.  The  Government 
regretted  having  to  propose  this  vote,  but  it 
did  not  seem  wise  to  stop  these  works,  leaving 
them  practically  unfinished. 

Mr.  MITCHELSON  said  there  was  very  little 
money  now  available.  The  reason  why  the 
liabilities  amounted  to  so  enormous  a  sum  was 
that  the  late  Government  had  entered  into  a 
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large  amount  of  expenditure  which  had  not  been 
authorised  by  Parliament. 

Mr.  FITZHERBERT  understood  from  Major 
Boddam's  report,  laid  on  the  table  last  session, 
that  all  that  was  required  to  complete  these 
works  was  £25,000.  He  was  surprised  to  see 
now  that  anotlier  £50,000  would  be  required 
in  addition  to  this  £80,000.  Some  of  the  guns 
which  bad  been  obtained  wore  almost  obsolete 
already ;  and  even  the  guns  of  the  newest  pat- 
tern— he  was  informed  on  good  authority — 
would  become  practically  useless  after  iiring  a 
certain  number  of  shots.  The  expenditure  of 
money  in  that  way  was  a  matter  which  re- 
quired grave  consideration. 

Mr.  MITCHELSON  said  the  total  amount 
available  for  expenditure  was  £25,500,  and  that 
Amount  was  necessary  in  order  to  complete 
works  in  hand.  The  present  Qovemment  were 
not  at  all  responsible  for  this  expenditure. 

Mr.  TUBNBULL  said  this  expenditure  was 
the  result  of  the  late  war-scare.  The  late 
Government  were  not  responsible.  The  people 
had  hounded  the  Government  on  to  the  expen- 
diture. 

Mr.  MOSS  said  it  seemed  to  be  generally 
argued  that  the  defence -works  had  been  a 
great  blunder ;  but  he  did  not  hold  that  view. 
He  was  not  an  expert,  and  could  not  pretend 
to  judge  whether  all  the  money  had  been 
wisely  spent;  but  to  blame  the  Government 
was,  he  thought,  unfair.  The  Government 
were  to  be  commended  for  the  action  they  had 
taken.  The  colony  was  in  an  utterly  helpless 
position  before  these  works  were  undertaken. 
What  could  have  been  more  humiliating  than 
if  a  small  cruiser  ha.d  taken  away  as  ransom 
perhaps  more  money  than  the  whole  cost  of 
the  defence- works  ?  Except  in  case  of  delibe- 
rate invasion,  which  was  very  unlikely,  the 
rifles  and  small  cannon  of  our  Volunteers  would 
have  been  of  little  value.  We  were  helpless 
against  the  attack  of  even  the  lightest  cruiser. 
This  was  no  longer  the  case.  We  could  with 
our  present  cannon  and  torpedoes  hope  to 
make  a  fair  show  for  the  defence  of  our  ports, 
and  that  was  well  worth  all  the  cost  of  which 
so  much  was  now  being  made. 

Mr.  MITCHELSON  had  no  intention  what- 
ever of  blaming  the  late  Government  for  this 
expenditure,  for  he  fully  realised  the  fact  that, 
whatever  Government  was  in  power  at  the 
time,  it  must  have  faced  this  difficulty.  His 
only  object  was  to  show  that  the  present  Go- 
Temment  were  not  responsible  for  the  amount 
on  the  estimates,  seeing  that  the  whole  amount 
was  required  to  meet  liabilities  incurred  by 
the  late  Government. 

.  Mr.  E.  RICHARDSON  would  remind  the 
House  that  the  guns  which  were  now  alluded 
to  as  being  obsolete  were  ordered  in  1875,  and, 
seeing  how  much  artillery  had  been  improved 
of  late,  it  was  not  to  be  wondered  at  that  they 
were  obsolete.    Still,  they  were  very  useful. 

Dr.  HODGKINSON  asked  whether  it  was 
the  intention  of  tlie  Government  to  spend  the 
whole  of  the  £130,000. 

Mr.  MITCHELSON  said  that  the  liabilities 
to  the  80th  November  amounted  to  £104,000, 
Mr.  MilcheUon 


and  every  penny  of  the  £130,000  would  be 
absolutely  required. 

Mr.  VALENTINE  did  not  agree  with  the 
honourable  member  for  Pamell  as  to  the  advis- 
ability of  undertaking  all  these  works ;  bnt  it 
was  hardly  the  time  now  to  cavil  at  the  expendi- 
ture of  a  few  thousand  pounds  for  the  comple- 
tion of  these  works,  particularly  if  the  colony 
was  going  to  join  in  the  Australasian  defence 
system.  The  fortifications  would  then  be  all 
the  more  necessary  to  assist  the  ships  of  Her 
Majesty's  navy.  He  was  only  sorry  that,  in- 
stead of  going  on  with  these  expensive  works, 
the  Government  had  not  made  an  arrangement 
with  the  British  Government  for  a  more  effec- 
tual naval  defence.  There  was  no  doubt  that 
many  of  the  guns  were  becoming  obsolete,  and 
if  an  arrangement  had  been  made  with  the 
British  Government  it  wonld  have  insuced  a 
renewal  of  the  guns  from  year  to  year. 

Mr.  MONK  thought  the  amount  was  tax 
larger  than  ought  to  be  expended  on  defence 
purposes.  The  opinion  outside  the  Hoase  was 
that  the  money  had  been  wostefuUy  expended, 
and  that  all  except  that  which  had  been  de- 
voted to  the  torpedo  service  was  absolately 
thrown  away.  The  impression  left  from  reading 
the  reports  of  modem  militsbry  schools  was 
that  the  defence  of  harbours  wonld  in  the 
future  depend  much  on  the  torpedo  service. 
Years  ago  it  might  have  been  thought  wise  to 
place  guns  in  such  forts  as  we  now  had  in  the 
colony,  where  the  first  explosive  sent  amongst 
them  would  sweep  everything  away.  Nothing 
was  so  efficient  as  earthworks,  and  it  wonld 
have  been  much  better  to  have  had  them, 
instead  of  these  cement  works,  on  which  so 
much  money  had  been  wasted.  If  it  should 
happen  that  the  country  was  driven  into 
actual  warfare,  he  was  sure  that  if  an  enemy's 
cruiser  managed  to  get  past  the  torpedoes  the 
forts  inside  the  harbours  would  be  quite  ineffi- 
cient to  repel  attack.  The  appliances  of  war- 
fare were  every  day  improving,  and  there  were 
now  pneumatic  guns  invented,  with  missiles  so 
destructive  that  if  one  were  sent  into  one  of 
these  forts  it  would  destroy  everything  within 
a  large  area.  We  had  been  wasting  money  in 
putting  up  guns  that  day  by  day  were  proved 
to  be  quite  inefficient.  Take,  for  example, 
rifles.  The  rifles  of  to-day  were  superseded  by 
a  new  weapon  to-morrow,  and  the  Government 
should  be  very  particular  not  to  introduce 
weapons  that  in  a  few  months  might  be  super- 
seded ;  and  yet  on  such  weapons  a  large  unau- 
thorised expenditure  had  been  incurred.  Then, 
again,  with  regard  to  cartridges,  a  great  deal 
had  been  said  about  protecting  local  indus- 
tries, and  was  it  desirable  that  the  Govern- 
ment should  order  cartridges  from  Home  when 
they  could  get  them  quite  as  good  manufac- 
tured in  the  colony?  He  did  not  altogether 
blame  the  late  Government  for  the  expeikdi- 
ture,  but  he  thought  the  gentlemen  at  the 
head  of  affairs  ought  to  have  known  sufficient 
of  military  matters  not  to  have  recommended 
such  a  waste  of  money  in  this  system  of  de- 
fence ;  and  the  Government  should,  as  quickly 
as  possible,  suspend  every  shilling  of  expen- 
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diture  on  guns  and  forts,  and  concentrate 
their  whole  attention  on  the  port  torpedo 
force.  New  systems  of  torpedoes  and  missiles 
were  being  introduced  daily,  and  the  Govern- 
ment should  see  whether  experiment  proved 
these  to  be  efficient  or  not.  As  for  the  guns 
placed  in  these  forts,  they  onght  to  have  been 
spread  about  the  hills  surrounding  the  town, 
instead  of  being  concentrated  in  one  position, 
where  one  single  charge  might  blow  them  all 
to  pieces.  He  might  give  America  as  an  in- 
stance of  what  ought  to  be  done.  In  that  coun- 
try, rich  as  she  is,  whilst  others  were  spending 
their  money  in  experimenting  on  defensive  wea- 
pons, they  waited  quietly  and  let  others  make 
experiments,  of  which  they  would  afterwards 
take  advantage.  We,  on  the  other  hand,  took 
tip  all  sorts  of  obsolete  methods,  and,  while  the 
people  were  groaning  under  taxation,  employed 
a  lot  of  gentlemen  to  walk  about,  drawing  large 
salaries  and  wearing  spotless  swords  and  gaudy 
uniforms.  This  expenditure  was  doing  no 
good,  and  he  would  ask  the  Government  not  to 
spend  another  penny  beyond  the  liabilities  in 
regard  to  fortresses,  but  to  devote  their  atten- 
tion to  the  torpedo  service.  He  was  not  casting 
any  reflection  upon  the  late  Government ;  but 
there  were  gentlemen  in  high  positions  who, 
from  the  military  experience  of  the  age,  should 
have  supplied  the  colony  with  inducements  to 
more  caution.  The  late  Government  were  led 
away  simply  by  the  attraction  of  military  dis- 
play. 

Mr.  E.  RICHARDSON  hoped  no  one  would 
reply  to  the  paltry  remarks  of  the  last  speaker. 

Mr.  FERGUS  could  not  allow  the  remarks 
of  the  honourable  member  for  Waitemata  to 
pass  without  saying  he  entirely  disagreed  with 
the  honourable  gentleman,  and  also  with  those 
who  said  that  the  guns  the  colony  now  had 
'were  obsolete.  He  had  the  highest  authority 
for  saying  that  we  were  ahead  even  of  Great 
Britain  herself  in  the  matter  of  our  guns.  He 
might  quote  General  Schaw  as  saying  that  when 
he  left  England,  some  six  or  eight  months  ago, 
they  had  no  such  guns  mounted  there  as  we 
hSid  now.  The  honourable  gentleman  said 
that  the  money  spent  on  defence  had  been 
thrown  away.  That  also  was  not  the  case, 
if  they  were  to  take  the  high  authority  he 
had  quoted.  Some  of  the  money,  no  doubt, 
had  been  badly  spent.  It  had  been  remarked 
by  the  honourable  member  for  Timaru  that  it 
was  upon  the  naval  defence  they  must  rely 
for  the  future.  That  was  true ;  but  then 
the  British  Government  would  not  allow  its 
ships  to  come  here  unless  we  had  defended 
ports  in  which  they  could  refit  and  repair. 
Forts  were  an  auxiliary  to  the  naval  defence  of 
the  colony,  and  torpedoes  were  auxiliary  to  the 
forts.  In  the  first  place  forts  were  necessary 
to  insure  naval  defence,  and  in  the  second 
place  torpedoes  were  necessary  to  render  effec- 
tive  the  defence  of  the  four  main  ports  of  the 
colony. 

Mr.  LE  VEST  AM  did  not  consider  the 
honourable  member  for  Waitemata'  an  au- 
thority on  the  question  of  defence,  for  if  that 
honourable   gentleman   had  known  anything 


about  the  subject  he  would  have  known  that 
torpedoes  and  mines  were  of  no  use  unless  they 
were  protected  by  artillery.  But  he  quite 
agreed  with  the  honourable  gentleman  that  not 
another  shilling  should  be  spent  on  harbour  de- 
fence, because  all  that  was  necessary  had  been 
done,  and  perhaps  a  great  deal  more.  He  did 
not  think  it  was  necessary  to  have  more  than 
two  fortified  ports  in  the  colony,  in  which  ports 
vessels  could  refit ;  and  the  rest  of  the  colony 
must  rely  upon  a  naval  defence.  He  would  be 
glad  to  have  the  assurance  of  the  Minister  that 
no  more  money  should  be  expended  on  harbour 
defences. 

Mr.  PITZHERBERT  had  not  said  that  the 
guns  were  obsolete,  but  only  that  some  of  them 
were.  He  agreed  with  the  Minister  of  Defence 
that  we  had  batteries  here  which  were  not 
equalled  in  England,  and  guns  mounted  in  the 
most  perfect  manner.  That  was  the  case  in 
the  Ngauranga  battery;  but  he  could  not 
say  so  much  for  the  Kaiwara  battery,  where 
the  guns,  he  believed,  were  of  an  obsolete  cha- 
racter. Then,  he  considered  that  the  batteries 
were  too  elaborate,  and  that  they  might  be  as 
effective,  and  the  guns  might  be  fought  with 
as  much  success,  if  the  batteries  had  not  been 
so  elaborate. 

Mr.  TANNER  thought  that  the  money  had 
been  unwisely  spent — not  altogether,  but  to  a 
large  extent — and  that  they  should  not  throw 
good  money  after  bad.  If  the  additional 
amount  was  granted  would  the  defences  be 
complete  ? 

Mr.  FERGUS.— Yes. 

Mr.  TANNER  asked  if  the  Minister  for  Pub- 
lic Works  would  guarantee  that  no  cruiser  would 
be  able  to  run  the  gauntlet  of  these  forts,  and 
then  do  as  much  mischief  as  if  this  money  had 
not  been  expended. 

Mr.  FERGUS.— No ;  but  in  all  probability 
it  could  not. 

Mr.  TANNER  said  that  was  not  sufficient. 
If  there  wa^  a  doubt  about  it  it  was  of  no  use 
completing  this  defence ;  and  he  thought  that, 
to  put  the  ports  in  a  proper  state  of  defence, 
three  or  four  times  the  amount  asked  for  would 
be  needed.  He  would  move,  as  an  amendment. 
That  no  additional  amount  be  authorised. 

Mr.  MARCHANT  had  always  objected  to 
this  extravagant  expenditure.  He  could  see 
no  reason  why  a  young  country  like  this 
should  be  required  to  spend  large  sums  of 
money  in  putting  up  defences  against  people 
with  whom  we  had  nothing  to  do.  We  had 
no  neighbours  with  whom  to  quarrel,  and  no 
foreign  possessions  to  defend.  The  only  thing 
which  would  lead  this  country  into  trouble  at 
all  was  the  action  of  England,  which  the  colony 
had  no  possible  means  of  controlling.  Such 
being  the  case,  why  should  we  have  to  bear  the 
brunt  of  it  ?  Seeing  that  we  were  an  English 
colony,  and  England  had  such  relations  with 
foreign  Powers  as  involved  a  danger  of  invasion 
to  us,  he  said  unhesitatingly  that  it  was  the 
duty  of  England  to  protect  us,  and  that  w4 
should  not  be  required,  overburdened  as  the 
people  were  with  taxation,  to  borrow  and  to 
incur  farther  taxation  to  provide  for  such  a 
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contingency.  He  would  not  object  to  allow  a, 
small  sum,  to  taper  oS,  but  he  intended  to 
move  that  there  be  struck  off  a  sum  of  £24,000. 
If  we  had  a  voice  in  the  administration  of 
Imperial  affairs,  things,  he  granted,  would  be 
different ;  but  he  would  never  consent  to  that. 
He  contended  that  we  had  enough  to  do  to 
manage  our  own  affairs,  without  intermeddling 
with  matters  that  we  could  not  understand, 
and  that  we  had  no  knowledge  of. 

Mr.  IZABD  said  that,  as  they  had  the  assur- 
ance of  the  Minister  of  Defence  that,  of  the 
£130,000,  liabilities  were  undertaken  to  the  ex- 
tent of  £104,000,  it  seemed  to  him  to  be  merely 
a  waste  of  time  to  discuss  this  question. 

Sir  J.  VOGEL  thought  that  the  worst  and, 
perhaps,  the  only  mistake  made  by  the  late 
Oovernmcnt  was  in  this  matter  of  defence  ex- 
penditure, though  he  did  not  think  they  could 
be  much  blamed  for  it,  for  they  had  only 
followed  the  wishes  of  the  country  under  the 
impulse  of  a  craze — of  a  panic,  he  might  say. 
This  enormous  expenditure  was  not  of  the 
slightest  use  to  New  Zealand,  but,  on  the 
contrary,  was  a  danger  to  the  colony,  and  was 
simply  a  convenience  to  the  Imperial  Govern- 
ment for  a  policy  which  had  certainly  not  been 
for  the  good  of  the  Australasian  colonies.  He 
was  speaking  plainly  in  this  matter.  If  the 
English  Government  had  followed  the  recom- 
mendation made  long  years  ago  to  them,  and 
at  the  time  had  taken  possession  of  the  Pacific 
islands,  there  would  have  been  no  need  for 
anything  of  this  kind ;  but  they  had  allowed 
foreign  Powers  to  get  possession  of  the  Pacific 
islands,  and  now  there  might  be  times  when 
critical  situations  would  arise.  He  did  not 
mean  to  say  that  in  the  case  of  a  European 
war  these  islands  would  be  of  much  conse- 
quence one  way  or  the  .other;  but  what  he 
meant  was  that,  with  a  number  of  foreign  ves- 
sels scattered  about  the  islands,  not  connected 
by  cable  with  England,  each  captain  doing  as 
he  thought  best,  and  almost  having  the  power 
in  his  hands  of  making  war  between  the  coun- 
tries concerned,  the  danger  was  a  very  largo 
one.  Kow,  the  Australasian  Colonies  were 
asked  to  take  a  responsibility  which  really 
was  caused  by  the  Government  of  Great  Bri- 
tain in  allowing  the  Pacific  islands  to  pass 
beyond  their  reach.  That  danger  was  one 
which  the  British  Government  would  have  to 
face.  Take  the  case  of  the  New  Hebrides.  He 
observed  that  satisfaction  was  expressed  that 
an  arrangement  had  been  made  with  France 
regarding  those  islands.  Well,  he,  for  one,  did 
not  share  in  that  satisfaction.  What  did  that 
arrangement  mean  <  That  the  islands  were  to 
be  controlled  by  the  men-of-war  of  the  two 
nations.  Was  it  likely  that  England  would 
keep  war-vessels  at  the  New  Hebrides  ?  Virtu- 
ally the  islands  were  ceded  to  France  without 
that  condition  whioh  France  was  willing  to  make 
a  year  or  two  ago  —  that  deportation  to  New 
Caledonia  should  entirely  cease.  They  had 
got  out  of  that  condition.  Then,  take  the  case 
of  Samoa.  We  virtually  offered  this  group 
to  Germany  when  we  proposed  that  that  em- 
pire should  act  as  the  mandatory  of  other 
Mr,  Marchant 


Powers.  The  Germans  eould  take  possession 
and  do  anything  they  liked  under  such  an  ar- 
rangement ;  their  agency  would  be  merely 
nominal.  What  was  the  meaning  of  taking 
power  for  a  man-of-war  to  act  at  the  New 
Hebrides,  when  there  was  no  chance  of  oar 
permanently  stationing  one  there  ?  He  had 
pointed  out  eighteen  months  ago  that  the  land- 
ing of  French  troops  at  the  New  Hebrides 
meant  that  they  would  never  give  up  their  vir- 
tual possession  of  the  islands.  His  contention 
was  that  the  defence  expenditure  was  the  result 
of  panic  fostered  by  officers  in  the  Imperial 
service,  and  the  colony  hod  been  led  into  an 
expenditure  which,  he  believed,  had  been 
wholly  useless,  unless  they  were  prepared  to  go 
into  an  enormous  expenditure  in  the  future, 
and  into  responsibilities  the  extent  of  which  it 
was  impossiole  to  gauge.  He  was  quite  pre- 
pared to  admit  the  responsibility  that  attached 
to  himself  as  a  member  of  the  Government, 
nor  did  he  wish  to  evade  it  in  any  respect.  He 
might  recall  to  the  recollection  of  honour- 
able members  the  way  in  which  a  deputa- 
tion treated  him  in  Dunedin  because  he  was 
not  prepared  to  place  in  a  state  of  defence  the 
Ocean  Beach.  That  was  a  sample  of— should 
he  call  it  the  warlike  spirit,  or  fear  of  war, 
that  prevailed  at  the  time  from  one  end  of 
the  colony  to  the  other  ?  He  was  prepared  to 
accept  whatever  blame  might  be  considered  to 
attach  to  the  Government,  although  to  some 
extent  it  was  impossible  for  the  Government  to 
resist  the  panio  which  necessitated  that  enor- 
mous expenditure.  Seventeen  years  ago,  when 
he  visited  England,  he  was  asked  by  the  then 
Defence  Minister,  the  late  Sir  Donald  McLean, 
to  communicate  with  the  authorities  with  a 
view  of  ascertaining  what  would  be  the  cost  of 
placing  the  four  principal  harbours  in  a  state 
of  defence.  The  gentleman  who  was  now  the 
present  Governor  of  New  Zealand,  then  Colonel 
Jervois,  and  then  considered  to  be  a  very  hig^ 
authority  on  questions  of  defence,  drew  out  a 
plan  for  the  colony  the  cost  of  which  trould  have 
amounted  to  £20,000  only  for  the  defence  of  the 
four  harbours  of  Auckland,  Wellington,  Lyttel- 
ton,  and  Port  Chalmers.  It  gave  an  idea  of 
the  way  in  which  the  expenditure  and  people's 
views  increased  on  thi^  subject  when  it  was 
considered  that  lately  this  £20,000  hod  de- 
veloped into  half  a  million  and  over.  It  was  not 
considered  desirable  even  when  the  colony  had 
ample  means,  between  1870  and  1880,  to  go  into 
a  larger  defence  expenditure  than  £20,000.  In 
plain  terms,  the  expenditure  wltich  had  been 
incurred,  instead  of  conducing  to  the  colony's 
protection,  placed  it  in  a  position  of  inviting 
attack  from  outside  enemies.  Nothing  could 
be  more  dangerous  to  a  colony  such  as  oon 
than  to  place  it  in  an  imperfect  condition  of 
defence.  It  was  impossible  to  suppose  that 
any  nation  would  wantonly  destroy  our  towns, 
unless  those  towns  were  placed  in  a  position  of 
resistance.  Belligerent  vessels  might  ask  for 
coal,  vegetables,  and  so  on,  and  might  enforce 
their  demands ;  but  to  suppose  that  they  wooid 
wantonly  destroy  property  was  opposed  to  the 
whole  oouditions  upon  wluoh  modem  wars  wet* 
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fooght  ODt.  The  custom  now  was  to  Bond  a 
bill  in  at  the  end  of  the  war,  and  the  defeated 
nation  had  to  pay.  What  object  could  there 
be  in  wantonly  destroying  property  7  Property 
was  never  si^er  in  France  than  when  the 
Gterman  army  was  in  occupation.  He  con- 
tended that  the  idea  that  it  was  necessary 
to  fortify  these  towns  in  order  to  protect  them 
from  being  burnt  down  was  an  utter  mistake. 
The  contrary  would  be  the  case,  unless  these 
towns  offered  a  defence  or  refused  supplies.  It 
was  only  in  such  a  case  as  that  that  the  towns 
'Would  stand  a  ohauce  of  being  destroyed.  His 
opinioD  was  that  there  was  very  little  chance 
of  England  entering  upon  a  war  in  which  she 
would  be  defeated.  He  thought  most  English- 
men agreed  with  the  Earl  of  Beaconsfield  that 
England  could  not  be  beaten — that  if  she  were 
beaten  in  one  campaign  she  would  be  ready  to 
fight  another,  that  if  she  were  beaten  in  the 
second  she  would  be  ready  to  fight  a  third,  and, 
in  fact,  there  was  no  end  to  her  resources ; 
and  no  other  nation  conld  say  the  same. 
Therefore  it  was  quite  certain  that  any  at- 
tempt at  wanton  destruction  would  not  be 
made,  because  of  the  punishment  that  would  be 
certain  to  follow.  But  he  thought  any  attempt 
at  wanton  destruction  was  oat  of  the  question. 
Any  vessel  sailing  under  letters  of  marque 
would  carry  too  little  ammunition  to  waste  it 
in  bombarding  New  Zealand  towns.  Such  a 
▼essel  would  seek  higher  game.  It  appeared  to 
him  that,  unless  there  was  some  hidden  motive 
behind  of  which  they  were  not  conscious,  the 
naval  policy  of  the  Empire,  as  represented  by 
the  desire  of  getting  these  small  towns  forti- 
fied, had  revolutionised  the  system  that  would 
have  been  pursued  by  those  great  admirals  who 
had  made  the  English  name  formidable,  and 
was  enough  to  make  them  turn  in  their  graves. 
What  would  Nelson  have  said  as  to  the  fear  of 
meeting  ships  of  war  outside  fortified  ports  ? 
"Let' them  come,"  he  would  have  said,  "in- 
side or  outside  an  unfortified  port :  they  shall 
never  get  away."  Qo  back  to  Queen  Eliza- 
beth's time.  Did  she  send  vessels  out  when 
England  was  threatened  with  invasion  by  tihe 
Spanish  Armada,  or  wait  until  the  Armada 
came  ?  What  was  wanted  was  a  navy  power- 
ful enough  to  take  to  the  sea  and  protect 
our  merchant-vessels  afloat.  He  was  favour- 
able to  the  proposal  to  make  Auckland  a 
naval  station,  because  he  believed  it  was  the 
most  convenient  place  for  the  whole  of  the 
islands,  especially  so  when  the  Panama  Canal 
was  finished.  And  if  the  Imperial  Govern- 
ment insisted  that  Auckland,  being  the  naval 
station,  should  be  fortified,  the  colony  would 
have  to  fortify  it;  but  it  was  utterly  absurd 
for  us  to  continue  to  treat  Dunedin,  Christ- 
obnrch,  or  Wellington,  or  their  several  ports,  as 
fortified  stations.  What  they  should  do  was  to 
take  steps  to  protect  New  Zealand  from  ocou- 
pation  against  the  whole  world;  and  it  conld 
be  protected  against  occupation  by  any  nation 
or  conjunction  of  nations.  They  should  spend 
their  money  in  developing  to  the  highest  pos- 
sible  extent  the  Volunteer  force.  The  Volun- 
teet  force  was  put  on  one  side.    There  was  a 
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sort  of  naval  and  military  oligarchy  that  looked 
with  contempt  on  the  Volunteers ;  and,  in  his 
opinion,  it  was  sometimes  doubtful  whether 
they  would  not  hear  of  a  large  number  of  the 
Volunteers  being  disbanded.  What  he  should 
like  to  see  was  the  establishment  of  a  reserve 
force  of  five  or  six  thousand  men,  and  more  if 
necessary,  made  up  year  after  year  by  selecting 
Volunteers  who  had  shown  themselves  most 
apt  in  acquiring  discipline  and  organization, 
and  who  should  be  rewarded  by  being  placed 
in  the  reserve  force,  with  a  small  pension,  and 
be  liable  to  be  called  out  once  or  twice  a  year. 
There  could  also  be  an  inner  reserve  force 
to  fill  up  the  vacancies  occurring  in  the  first 
reserve.  By  these  means  a  force  could  be  esta- 
blished which  would  prevent  the  occupation  of 
the  colony  by  any  nation.  In  the  prevention 
of  privateers  or  solitary  cruisers  coming  to  New 
Zealand  recourse  could  be  had,  if  necessary,  to 
the  assistance  of  the  Empire  ;  but  he  was  con- 
vinced they  would  not  develop,  at  a  reasonable 
cost,  a  force  to  defend  tlie  colony  against  in- 
vasion if  they  continued  to  allow  a  naval  and 
military  oligarchy  to  grow  up  in  connection 
with  their  defences.  The  liabilities  which  had 
been  incurred  were  the  result  of  the  naval  and 
military  entourage  which  was  growing  up  here, 
and  which  considered  that  New  Zealand  was 
bound  to  support  a  sort  of  branch  military  esta- 
blishment of  the  Imperial  country.  He  bad 
noticed  what  had  been  going  on  around  him, 
and  had  come  to  this  opinion  with  reluctance, 
but  not  without  good  grounds.  If  they  had 
allowed  other  nations  to  get  a  footing  in  the 
Pacific,  it  was  a  misfortune,  and  they  must 
bear  it.  A  good  deal  remained  to  be  said  on 
the  whole  question  when  the  Naval  Defences 
Bill  came  on  for  discussion.  As  to  that  mea- 
sure, he  was  entirely  favourable  to  making  New 
Zealand  a  naval  station,  and  to  paying  for  the 
presence  of  two  ships  of  war  upon  our  coast. 
An  increase  of  vessels  of  this  kind  would  be  a 
step  in  the  right  direction,  instead  of  these 
fortifications,  which  would  answer  no  purpose 
whatever  except  to  put  the  colony  in  danger. 
He  should  not  vote  against  this  amount,  be- 
cause he  did  not  know  what  was  the  position  of 
the  Oovemment  with  respect  to  liabilities'  but 
he  hoped  the  Government  would  show  a  strong 
front,  and  bring  this  expenditure  to  an  end  as 
soon  as  possible.  Even  if  it  was  justifiable  from 
any  cause,  we  had  to  look  at  our  means.  We 
might  look  at  Sydney,  where  Sir  William  Deni- 
son  had  spent  an  enormous  sum  on  defences — 
on  what  people  now  called  his  "  follies."  All 
that  had  been  done  during  the  last  three  years 
would,  in  the  course  of  so  short  a  period  as 
another  five  years,  become  antiquated  and 
more  or  less  useless,  and  would  have  to  be  un- 
done or  added  to  at  a  large  cost ;  besides  that, 
there  would  have  to  be  an  enormous  annual 
cost  to  keep  the  works  up  with  the  march  of 
improvement  in  oSeneive  and  defensive  opera- 
tions. He  hoped  the  Government  would  bring 
this  expenditure  to  an  end  at  the  earliest  pos- 
sible moment. 

Mr.  MaOARTHUB  said  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Ohristchuioh  North  had  made  an  ex- 
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oellent  speech  on  the  indefensible  nature  of 
the  OoTerninent  expenditure  on  defences ;  but 
his  speech  was  entirely  inconsistent  with  the 
actions  of  the  Ministry  of  which  he  was  a  mem- 
ber. He  did  not  think  it  was  wise  to  go  into 
the  question  now  of  whether  this  expenditure 
had  been  advisable  or  not,  or  who  had  been  the 
first  to  raise  the  scare  in  the  country.  No 
doubt,  at  one  time  there  was  a  scare,  and  the 
then  Ministry,  as  the  honourable  member  for 
Christchurch  North  had  said,  were  afraid  to 
ignore  that  scare,  and  yielded  to  it.  Of  course 
the  Ministry  were  not  obliged  to  yield  to  the 
popular  cry  if  they  thought  it  was  wrong ;  but 
they  did  as  they  always  did — they  bent  to  the 
blast — they  went  in  for  this  enormous  expen- 
diture, and  now  they  could  not  disclaim  the 
responsibility.  However,  he  was  not  going  into 
that  question ;  what  he  wished  more  particu- 
larly to  confine  his  attention  to  was  a  much 
greater  question  than  the  question  of  whether 
the  money  had  been  spent  wisely  or  not.  It 
was  of  no  use  to  cry  over  spilt  milk :  the 
money  was  gone,  and  could  not  be  recovered. 
He  wanted  to  direct  attention  again  to  the  un- 
authorised defence  expenditvure,  in  order  that 
in  future  similar  occurrences  might  be  pre- 
vented. They  sat  there  night  after  night, 
squabbling  over  votes  for  a  few  hundreds,  and 
they  went  away  thinking  they  had  left  the 
finances  of  the  country  in  a  sound  condition. 
But  what  was  the  result  ?  The  Ministry  simply 
overrode  the  decision  come  to  by  the  House, 
by  incurring  liabilities  and  committing  the 
country  to  future  expenditure  without  at  all 
troubling  themselves  to  obtain  the  consent  of 
Parliament.  This  was  referred  to  in  the  last 
Public  Works  Statement  of  the  late  Minister 
for  Public  Works,  in  1886,  and  the  then  Minis- 
try provided  what  they  thought  would  prevent 
the  incurring  of  liabilities  without  authority. 
They  tried  to  provide  a  remedy ;  and  with  what 
result?  On  almost  all  the  votes  under  the 
control  of  one  of  the  late  Ministers  liabilities 
were  incurred  to  a  very  much  greater  extent 
without  the  least  authority  of  Parliament.  A 
very  large  amount  of  time  had  been  wasted 
this  session  over  twopenny-halfpenny  parish 
matters ;  and  therefore  he  wanted  no  excuse 
for  going  over  the  figures  of  this  business  again, 
for  this  was  a  matter  involving  thousands  and 
thousands,  and  yet  apparently  it  was  not  taken 
the  slightest  notice  of  by  the  House.  He  hoped 
the  Government  would  try  to  devise  some  pro- 
vision for  preventing  such  occurrences  in  the 
future.  In  1886  the  House  voted  £120,000  for 
direct  expenditure  on  harbour  defences,  and 
they  gave  the  Minister  permission  to  incur 
liabilities  to  the  extent  of  £10,000  more.  What 
was  the  result?  Why,  on  the  31st  March  last 
the  late  Government  had  spent  on  defences 
directly  £140,000,  or  £20,000  in  excess  of  the 
£120,000  voted  for  the  year.  This  extra  £20,000 
was  no  doubt  covered  by  the  authority  given  to 
spend  £100,000  as  unauthorised  expenditure 
under  "  The  Public  Kevenues  Act,  1878 ;"  but 
there  was  no  law  to  justify  the  contracts  en- 
tered into  to  the  extent  of  £87,000  over  the 
£130,000  authorised.  The  late  Government 
lir,  Macarthur 


got  an  imprest  of  £53,000  last  session,  whidi 
extended  their  authority  to  £lS3,00O,  while 
against  this  authority  they  had  spent  and 
incurred  liabilities  on  the  80th  September 
last  up  to  £229,000— that  was  £46,000  over  and 
above  the  amount  allowed  them  by  Parli^ 
ment.  Add  to  this  t^eir  liabilities  on  Matife- 
land  purchases  and  village  settlements,  and 
a  very  serious  state  of  affairs  was  disclosed. 
What  was  the  good  of  their  wasting  time 
over  these  votes,  and  deliberating  to  a  few 
pounds  how  much  should  be  spent,  when  • 
Minister  could  take  no  notice  of  what  tbe 
House  has  prescribed,  but  go  and  spend  scores 
of  thousands  of  pounds  utterly  without  autho- 
rity ?  If  a  member  of  a  local  body  acted  in  this 
way,  even  to  the  extent  of  £10,  he  wonld  bs 
liable  to  be  punished  or  charged  with  it ;  bnt  a 
Minister,  because  he  was  in  the  highest  posi- 
tion in  the  country,  could  afford  to  wholly  dis- 
regard the  law.  Such  a  state  of  things  should 
be  remedied  at  once,  and  it  would  be  advisable 
even  this  session  to  do  it.  A  clause  should  be 
put  at  the  end  of  the  Appropriation  Act  pR>- 
viding  that,  if  any  Minister  spent  more  under 
any  of  the  headings  of  that  Act  than  was  ao- 
thorised,  he  should  be  fined  £500,  or  punished 
in  some  other  way.  That  would  prevent  any 
repetition  in  the  future  of  such  conduct.  But 
the  Ministry  could  advise  the  best  way  to  do 
this,  and  he  hoped  they  would  even  yet  do  it 
before  the  end  of  the  session,  so  that  in  the 
future  these  proceedings  should  be  stopped  alto- 
gether, and  there  should  be  no  liabilities  in- 
curred by  any  Minister  beyond  the  amounts 
actually  authorised.  He  had  referred  to  this 
matter  earlier  in  the  session,  and  had  hoped 
his  remarks  would  elicit  some  explanation, 
or  defence,  or  apology  from  the  late  Minister 
to  whom  he  particularly  referred,  the  honour- 
able member  for  Wanganui.  That  honourable 
gentleman  was  not  now  present  to  hear  him, 
but  he  would  have  another  opportanity  of 
replying  to  the  charges  now  being  mads 
against  him,  and  he  (Mr.  Macarthur)  hoped 
that  the  honourable  gentleman  would  do  so. 
That  honourable  gentleman  was  directly  re- 
sponsible for  what  he  had  alluded  to,  bnt  the 
whole  of  the  Ministry  had  to  share  the  re- 
sponsibility. The  honourable  gentleman  would 
have  an  opportunity,  when  speaking  to  the 
schedule  of  the  Loan  Bill,  of  replying  to  the 
charge  he  had  made.  As  to  what  the  honour- 
able member  for  Christchurch  North  had  said 
about  this  vote,  it  was  rather  peculiar,  after 
that  honourable  gentleman's  Ministry  had 
spent  half  a  million  on  defences,  for  him  to 
quibble  at  an  expenditure  of  £24,000 — which 
was  the  whole  vote  in  excess  of  the  liabilities 
— to  finish  the  works  begun  by  the  honourable 
gentleman's  late  colleague :  and  it  must  be 
remembered  that  the  liabilities  this  vote  was 
principally  to  meet  were  incurred  nearly  wholly 
by  the  honourable  gentleman  and  his  late  cot- 
leagues.  Unless  this  £24,000  was  granted  to 
complete  the  works,  what  had  already  been 
spent  would  be  to  a  great  extent  useless.  All 
that  was  asked  was  £8,000  a  year  for  the  next 
three  years.     Now,  whether  this  expenditor* 
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"was  defensible  or  not,  those  who  had  swallowed 
-the  camel  o{  half  a  million  should  not  strain 
■at  the  gnat  of  £24,000  as  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Christchurch  North  was  doing.  The 
whole  action  of  that  gentleman  in  expostu- 
lating about  this  expenditure,  in  view  of  what 
he  had  himself  done,  was  most  absurd  and 
inconsistent.  The  whole  House,  he  b«lieved, 
would  be  in  accord  with  the  Government 
in  taking  action  to  prevent  this  unauthorised 
spending  of  money  and  committing  the  coun- 
try to  liabilities  in  the  future.  To  do  so  would 
not  take  much  time,  and  in  doing  it  the  Minis- 
ters would  have  the  satisfaction  of  knowing 
that,  however  unwilling  they  might  bo  to  be 
guilty  of  such  actions  as  he  had  referred  to, 
they  would  prevent  any  of  their  successors 
from  having  the  power  to  do  so.  He  earnestly 
hoped  this  would  be  done  during  the  present 
session. 

Sir  J.  YOOEL  said  it  was  not  a  question  of 
what  the  late  Government  had  or  had  not  done, 
bat  whether  a  large  expenditure  in  the  future 
should  be  incnrred  or  not.  If  the  late  Govern- 
ment had  expended  any  money  without  being 
authorised,  it  was  because  the  law  allowed 
them  to  do  it.  Besides  the  amounts  actually 
and  specifically  authorised,  the  Government  was 
allowed  by  law  to  expend  a  certain  maximum 
sum  without  specific  authority;  but  the  law 
recognised  the  one  as  as  much  authorised  as 
the  other.  He  agreed  that  there  was  too  much 
nnauthorised  expenditure  allowed,  and  he  chal- 
lenged the  honourable  member  for  Manawatu 
to  move  that  the  power  as  to  unauthorised  ex- 
penditure be  reduced  by  a  half.  As  long  as 
the  Government  had  power  to  make  unautho- 
rised expenditure  they  would  exercise  it  to  the 
best  of  their  judgment.  If  it  was  unwisely  ex- 
ercised it  was  the  fault  of  the  House  in  grving 
such  a  power ;  and,  if  the  Ministers  displayed 
bad  judgment,  it  was  in  the  power  of  the  House 
to  punish  them  in  the  constitutional  manner. 
The  less  the  limit  of  unauthorised  expenditure 
allowed  the  more  exact,  necessarily,  would  be 
the  calculations  of  the  Treasurer  for  the  year. 
As  an  ex-Colonial  Treasurer  himself,  he  would 
not  object  to  the  power  as  to  unauthorised  ex- 
penditure being  reduced.  A  great  deal  depended 
on  the  time  the  appropriations  were  passed. 
This  year,  for  instance,  when  there  would  be 
only  three  months  of  the  financial  year  left 
after  the  passing  of  the  appropriations,  there 
could  not  be  much  unauthorised  expenditure ; 
but,  if  the  appropriations  bad  been  passed  four 
or  five  months  ago,  the  unauthorised  expendi- 
ture must  necessarily  have  been  larger.  As  it 
was,  all  liabilities  up  to  the  passing  of  the 
appropriations  would  be  provided  for,  and  the 
unauthorised  expenditure  this  year  should  be 
to  that  of  ordinary  years  only  in  proportion  to 
the  part  of  the  year  left  unexpired  as  compared 
with  the  period  ordinarily  to  run  after  the  pass- 
ing of  the  appropriation.  There  was  little  diffi- 
culty in  estimating  pretty  exactly  what  would 
be  required  when  there  was  only  a  fourth  of 
the  financial  year  left,  instead  of  two-thirds  as 
there  usually  was.  If  the  honourable  gentle- 
man thought  the  amount  which  the  Govern- 


ment had  power  to  spend  without  'specific 
authority  was  too  large,  he  (Sir  J.  Vogel)  would 
support  its  reduction  by  half.  He  put  this  case 
to  the  honourable  gentleman :  Supposing  a 
man  was  given  the  management  of  a  business 
some  thousands  of  miles  from  the  residence  of 
the  owners  of  that  business,  and  was  authorised 
by  his  employers  or  directors  to  spend  a  certain 
amount  on  specific  objects.  Suppose  that  he 
was  also  told  he  might  use  his  own  discretion 
as  to  spending  a  further  specified  sum,  if  he 
unwisely  exercised  that  discretion  would  his 
employers  have  any  right  to  blame  him  for 
expending  money  vrithout  authority?  They 
would  have  given  him  as  full  authority  to 
spend  that  discretionary  amount  as  the  amount 
for  which  the  objects  were  specifically  stated. 
They  might  blame  his  judgment,  but  could  not 
complain  of  his  acting  without  authority.  If 
the  House  thought  Crovernments  were  prone  to 
spend  too  much  money  under  the  shadow  of 
unauthorised  expenditure,  the  proper  course 
was  to  limit  the  amount  of  the  unauthorised 
expenditure ;  and  he  should  be  very  glad  to 
assist  the  honourable  gentleman  to  do  that. 

Mr.  MACARTHUR  said  the  honourable 
member  for  Christchurch  North  was  cleverly 
endeavouring  to  draw  a  red-herring  across  the 
scent.  He  was  presuming  on  the  inattention 
which  was  too  general  with  members  on  this 
subject,  and  was  talking  about  unauthorised 
expenditure  when  this  was  a  matter  which  had 
nothing  to  do  with  unauthorised  expenditure. 
The  honourable  gentleman  knew  well  enough 
that  what  he  (Mr.  Macarthur)  had  just  now 
been  complaining  of  was  not  the  adminis- 
tration of  the  unauthorised  expenditure  so 
much  as  the  action  of  the  Government  in 
entering  into  contracts  without  any  authority. 
The  use  of  the  unauthorised-expenditure  vote 
was  to  meet  payments  coming  in  unexpectedly, 
or  to  meet  payments  coming  due,  and  neces- 
sary to  be  made,  where  the  votes  proved  to  be 
insufficient.  The  administration  of  the  un- 
authorised expenditure  had  nothing  to  do  with, 
and  formed  no  justification  for,  the  incurring 
of  liabilities  which  Parliament  had  not  autho- 
rised. He  had  no  desire  to  curtail  the  power 
very  wisely  first  given  to  Ministers  some  years 
ago  in  the  matter  of  unauthorised  expendi- 
ture ;  but  what  be  did  wish  to  curtail  was  the 
power  which  Ministers  illegally  exercised  of 
entering  into  contracts  altogether  in  excess  of 
the  authority  and  intention  of  Parliament, 
and  then  walking  off  into  opposition  "  scot- 
free,"  with  not  a  word  being  said  about  it — 
without  any  notice  being  taken  of  their  con- 
duct by  the  Press  or  the  country.  That  was 
the  system  that  ought  to  be  stopped.  And  he 
was  not  referring  so  much  to  the  expenditure 
of  the  late  Government  as  to  the  system ;  and 
he  did  hope  that,  late  in  the  session  as  it  was, 
the  Government  would  make  some  provision  in 
this  matter,  so  that,  though  they  might  be 
above  such  things,  it  would  not  be  possible  for 
their  suocessors  to  do  as  their  predecessors  had 
certainly  done  to  an  enormous  extent.  The 
honourable  member  for  Ohristchurch  North 
knew  well  enough  what  ha  was  complaining  of, 
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and  should  not  attempt  to  draw  a  led-hening 
across  the  soent,  with  the  view  of  diverting  the 
attention  of  Parliament  from  a  matter  which 
needed  very  strict  and  careful  attention. 

Sir  J.  YOQEL  said  he  only  wished  to  say 
that  the  honourable  gentleman  wag  entirely 
misinformed  as  to  the  powers  possessed  by  the 
Qovemment  with  regard  to  incurring  unautho- 
rised expenditure,  and  it  would  take  too  long 
to  instruct  him,  and  therefore  he  (Sir  3.  Vogel) 
should  not  attempt  it. 

Mr.  TAYLOB  said  the  speech  which  they 
had  heard  from  the  late  Colonial  Treasurer  was 
one  which  he  should  not  like  to  have  delivered. 
What  was  the  use  of  apologizing  after  the 
money  had  been  wastef uUy  spent  ?  He  hoped 
to  see  the  day  when  there  would  be  a  Badical 
Government  on  those  benches,  a  Qovenunent 
with  some  backbone,  —  a  Government  which 
would  not  be  led  by  the  nose  by  public  opinion 
into  squandering  the  people's  money,  and  then 
come  down  and  apologize  for  having  been  so 
led  away.  Why  should  the  great  bulk  of  the 
people — the  working-classes — have  this  tinsel 
defence  business  forced  upon  them  ?  One  habit 
created  another ;  and  one  gentleman  with  a 
little  bit  of  lace  round  his  coat  created  the 
necessity  for  another,  and  so  the  thing  went 
on :  and  he  desired  to  protest  against  the  con- 
tinuance of  this  sort  of  thing.  It  was  creating 
a  class  distinction  in  this  colony,  to  the  injury 
of  the  masses  of  the  people,  not  to  speak  of  the 
expense.  He  was  speaking  in  the  interest  of  the 
bulk  of  the  people.  The  expenditure  was  exceed- 
ingly wasteful,  to  say  the  best  of  it.  To-day  we 
obtained  a  gun  with  what  were  called  all  the 
latest  improvements ;  but  to-morrow  the  latest 
improvement  would  vanish,  and  we  had  to  buy 
another  gun ;  and  so  the  thing  went  on.  He 
should  certainly  vote  for  the  motion  of  the 
honourable  member  for  Taranaki,  bo  as  to 
strike  o£E  all  expenditure  except  such  as  was 
required  to  meet  liabilities  incurred. 

Mr.  HUTCHISON  said  this  was  not  merely 
a  politico-domestic  matter ;  it  was  a  national 
matter :  and,  speaking  from  such  knowledge  as 
he  had  acquired  on  the  subject,  and  from  in- 
vestigations he  had  made  into  the  preparations 
which  had  been  made  in  connection  with  de- 
fence, he  felt  constrained  to  say  tiiat  it  seemed 
to  him  that  the  colony  was  utterly  helpless  in 
this  matter  of  constructing  defences.  The 
colony  had  already  spent,  or  was  liable  for,  up- 
wards of  half  a  million  of  money ;  besides  whicli 
which  there  had  been  spent  during  the  last  three 
years  about  £50,000  upon  what  were  called  the 
permanent  forces ;  and  the  results  attained  in- 
evitably led  to  the  conclusion  that  we  had  better 
at  once  cease  the  endeavour  to  keep  step  with 
the  older  nations  of  the  world  in  the  march 
of  warlike  preparations.  War  was  a  game  we 
could  not  afford  to  play  at.  The  counters  in 
the  game  were  thousands,  and  the  stakes 
were  millions.  Parliament  had  to  consider, 
too,  as  had  been  suggested  by  the  honourable 
member  for  Sydenham,  that  war  was  a  progres- 
sive science,  which  every  day  was  changing, 
and  becoming,  if  possible,  more  intricate  and 
expensive  thaii  it  was  before.  In  one  year 
Mr.  Macarthur 


fortifications  and  heavy  guns  were  the  fashinn, 
in  the  next  year  torpedoes  were  preferred, 
in  the  next  year  submarine  electro -contact 
mines,  and  next  year  it  would  be  something 
else.  In  connection  with  these  matters  ha 
noticed  a  measure  on  the  Order  Paper — the 
Australasian  Naval  Defence  Bill  —  which  ha 
would  not  telei  to  beyond  expressing  Uie 
hope  that  the  Government  would  not  seek  to 
pass  it  this  session.  It  involved  a  subject 
which  deserved  the  consideration  of  a  whole 
Parliament,  and  should  not  be  disposed  of 
at  the  fag-end  of  an  improvised  session.  It 
was  a  question  far-reaching  in  its  extent,  and 
he  hoped  that  the  Government  would  be  con- 
tent to  relegate  it  to  next  session,  when  it 
might  be  considered  with  some  degree  of  de- 
liberation commensurate  with  its  importance. 
But,  returning  to  the  point  raised  in  connec- 
tion with  this  vote,  he  would  say  that  these 
defences  had  been  began  in  panic,  continued 
with  ill-disciplined  vigour,  and  would,  if  still 
carried  on,  end  in  ruin.  He  hoped  that  the 
House  would  put  down  its  foot  upon  any  fur- 
ther expenditure,  and  rule  oS  the  account  as 
soon  as  possible.  The  first  loss  would  be  the 
least  loss. 

Major  ATKINSON  must  confess  that  he  was 
astonished  at  the  speech  of  the  honourable 
member  for  Christchurch  North,  for,  if  such  a 
speech  should  have  been  made  at  all,  it  cer- 
tainly should  have  been  delivered  two  or  three 
years  ago,  when  the  honourable  gentleman  was 
sitting  on  the  Government  benches,  and  before 
the  honourable  gentleman  had  committed  the 
the  colony  to  an  expenditure  of  half  a  million 
of  money.  However,  he  did  not  want  to  go 
into  that.  The  honourable  gentleman  must 
be  the  best  judge  of  his  own  conduct  in  such 
matters. 

Sir  J.  VOGEL.— I  said  I  accepted  all  re- 
sponsibility. 

Major  ATKINSON  said  it  was  of  no  use  for 
the  honourable  gentleman  to  accept  responsi- 
bility. The  honourable  gentleman  had  been 
instrumental,  on  his  own  lowing,  in  wastefnlly 
expending  half  a  million  of  money,  and  no  doubt 
he  took  the  proper  constitutional  position  in 
accepting  full  responsibility  ;  but  the  position 
now  taken  by  the  honourable  gentleman  onght 
to  have  been  taken  two  or  three  years  ago, 
before  the  colony  had  been  committed  to  this 
enormous  expenditure.  It  was  useless  saying 
that  now.  If  the  honourable  gentleman  merely 
sat  on  the  stool  of  repentance,  and  the  colony 
could  recover  the  money,  there  could  be  no  de- 
jection to  the  position  he  had  taken  up  ;  but 
that  was  not  the  position  at  aU.  It  was  a 
most  extraordinary  departure  for  the  ex-Trea- 
surer to  tell  the  House  that  he  had  deliberately 
sat  on  the  Government  benches  and  seen  half 
a  million  of  money  thrown  away,  and  then 
calmly  say  that  he  accepted  all  responsibility. 
There  should  be  some  responsibility  in  such  in- 
stances as  that  worthy  of  the  name  of  responsi- 
bility. He  did  not  want  to  rake  these  matters 
up,  for,  unfortunately,  the  money  was  gone, 
and  there  could  be  no  good  purpose  served  by 
doing  BO.    But  he  wanted  to  point  out  that  ba 
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agreed  with  the  policy  that  was  then  puisned. 
What  he  ohjeoted  to  was  that  the  House  was 
never  properly  taken  into  the  confidence  o{  the 
Oovemment,  aai  that  the  Government  pro- 
ceeded in  a  most  reckless  way  to  give  effect  to 
what  was  undoubtedly  the  popular  wish.  The 
popular  wish  undoubtedly  was  that  the  har- 
bours should  be  properly  defended — scientifi- 
cally defended  —  and  he  did  not  blame  the 
late  Government  in  any  way.  He  thought 
their  policy  was  right,  and  he  approved  of  their 
action  so  far  as  he  understood  it.  But  the 
more  the  details  of  their  action  were  looked 
into — the  more  the  House  looked  into  the  way 
in  which  that  policy  was  carried  out — the  more 
evident  did  it  become  that  it  had  been  done 
in  an  utterly  reckless  manner.  Guns  were  or- 
dered, and  forts  were  pat  up  and  named  after 
Ministers,  and  the  whole  of  the  procedure  of 
the  Government  seemed  to  be  based  on  the 
belief  that  there  was  great  glory  in  doing  this 
work ;  but  there  was  no  calculation,  no  care, 
no  forethought,  no  consideration  as  to  what 
might  be  the  cost.  He  was  sorry  that  the  dis- 
cussion had  arisen,  because  he  thought  it  was 
a  discussion  which  should  have  come  on  on  the 
Kaval  Defences  Bill,  a  Bill  which  he  hoped 
the  House  would  see  fit  to  carry.  If  we  were 
to  have  any  advantage  at  all  from  the  Naval 
Defence  Bill,  these  fortifications  were  abso- 
lutely necessary,  though  not  for  the  purpose 
which  the  honourable  gentleman  said.  They 
knew  that  the  fortifications  were  practically 
useless  for  defence  against  an  armed  cruiser, 
but  they  would  be  of  enormous  value  in  pre- 
venting a  strange  ship  from  running  down  and 
threatening  to  bombard  us  unless  we  paid  on 
indemnity.  It  was  all  very  well  to  say  that  the 
habit  of  civilised  nations  now  was  to  present 
their  bills  at  the  end  of  the  war  and  demand 
payment,  and  that  we  could  send  our  bill  in  to 
the  British  Government  and  have  it  paid.  He 
bad  lived  in  a  district  in  this  colony  where 
they  had  had  their  property  destroyed  and  their 
bouses  burned,  and  had  aufiered  as  much  as 
any  people  could  sufier  under  foreign  invasion ; 
and  it  took  years  and  yecLrs  before  the  settlers  of 
(hat  district  were  able  to  get  any  compensation, 
and  many  of  them  had  not  got  it  even  to  the 
present  day.  It  would  be  of  very  small  conso- 
lation to  the  colony  to  wait  till  the  end  of  a  war 
in  the  hope  of  getting  compensation  for  the 
leases  they  had  sufiered.  We  wanted  forts  to 
protect  ourselves  from  a  sudden  raid  ;  and  all 
honourable  gentlemen  knew  that  a  colony  was 
exposed  to  such  raids  through  the  fact  of  many 
foreign  nations  having  ships  of  war  in  these 
seas,  which  were  practically  under  no  com- 
mand except  of  the  officers  in  charge  of  them. 
It  was  quite  in  accordance  with  the  views 
entertained  by  some  of  those  nations  as  to 
honourable  war  to  come  down  and  collect  eJl 
the  gold  they  could  in  the  various  colonies ; 
and  it  was  even  known  that  such  a  scheme  had 
been  prepared.  On  that  ground  the  forts  pro- 
tecting our  chief  towns,  where  most  of  our  gold 
was  lodged,  were  a  wise  protection  as  a  matter 
of  insurance.  There  was  no  waste  of  money  in 
providing  that  protection.  ,  We  were  not  going 


to  compete  with  the  older  nations  in  real  war 
fare,  but  we  wanted  to  prevent  what  might  be 
called  piratical  expeditions  against  us ;  and  we 
knew  uiat  we  were  surrounded  by  the  ships  of 
foreign  nations  which  could  carry  out  such  an 
expedition  at  any  time.  He  was  surprised  at 
that  part  of  the  speech  of  the  honourable 
member  for  Ghristchuroh  North  in  which  he 
expressed  approval  of  the  Naval  Defences  Bill 
and  yet  disapproved  of  these  forts.  The  honour- 
able gentleman  must  know  that  it  was  abso- 
lutely necessary  to  have  safe  ports  to  which 
ships  of  war  could  run  for  coals,  or  to  refit  in 
case  of  accidents  through  engagements  or 
stress  of  weather,  and  that  they  should  not,  in 
these  ports,  be  at  the  mercy  of  any  small  ship 
which  might  choose  to  attack  them  when  in  a 
disabled  condition.  The  colony  was  therefore 
absolutely  bound  to  provide  ports  into  which 
English  men-of-war  could  run,  and  which  the 
men  of  those  ships  would  help  to  protect  in 
case  of  a  strange  ship  coming  down.  He  ven- 
tured to  think  that  if  the  Committee  considered 
the  question  dispassionately,  and  irrespective  of 
any  idea  whether  a  Ministry  bad  done  right  or 
wrong,  it  would  come  to  the  conclusion  that 
the  ports  were  absolutely  necessaiy.  If  the 
forts  were  not  there  the  British  Government 
would  not  place  ships  of  war  on  this  station ; 
or,  if  they  did  so  during  peace,  the  instant 
war  broke  out  they  would  take  them  away  to 
act  in  conjunction  with  other  ships  where 
the^  could  get  safe  ports  to  run  to  in  case  of 
accidents.  He  hoped  the  House  would  see 
its  way  to  complete  the  works  which  were 
undertaken.  It  was  all  very  well  for  some 
honourable  members  to  think  that  they  were 
all  great  soldiers  and  sailors  and  engineers,  and 
knew  a  great  deal  more  about  these  matters 
than  men  of  world-wide  experience ;  but  it  ap- 
peared to  him  that,  when  they  had  token  the 
best  advice  in  the  world  upon  the  subject,  they 
were  wise  to  act  upon  it.  They  had  taken  the 
beet  advice  they  could  get  from  the  ablest 
officers  of  our  own  country,  and  had  acted  upon 
it ;  and  he  ventured  to  think  that,  if  war  should 
break  out — which  he  hoped  would  not  be  the 
case,  though  he  feared  that  hope  would  not  be 
fulfilled  —  and  if  our  scheme  of  defence  had 
to  be  tried,  we  should  then  feel  that  we  hod 
acted  according  to  the  best  information  obtain- 
able :  and  that  was  all  we  could  do.  One  honour- 
able gentleman  said  that  guns  were  changing 
every  day,  and  asked.  Why,  then,  should  we 
expend  money  on  them?  To  follow  out  that 
argument  we  must  not  arm  ourselves  at  all ; 
but  be  ventured  to  say  that,  in  such  case,  if  an 
enemy's  ship  were  to  come  down  and  levy  a 
contribution  on  us,  take  away  our  coal,  destroy 
our  ships,  or  anything  of  that  description, 
there  would  be  such  an  outcry  throughout  the 
Empire  at  our  want  of  care  and  forethought 
that  we  should  feel  very  small  indeed,  besides 
losing  all  hope  of  assistance  in  our  difficulties. 
The  Government  did  not  propose  to  do  more 
than  complete  the  works  alreaidy  in  hand ;  and 
surely  it  would  be  very  unwise  not  to  complete 
those  works  to  a  point  at  which  they  would  be 
useful  for  the  purpose  for  which  we  wanted  them. 
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Mr.  FITZHEBBEBT  agreed  with  moat  that 
the  Premier  had  said.  The  honourable  gentle- 
man spoke  of  having  obtained  the  beat  advice 
procurable,  and  he  preaumed  that  was  the 
advice  of  Oeneral  Schaw.  He  had  asked  both 
the  Premier  and  the  Defence  Miniater  to  let 
the  House  have  the  report  which  General 
Schaw  had  sent  in,  but  they  had  not  supplied 
it,  and  he  did  not  think  they  were  treating  the 
House  fairly  in  keeping  it  in  the  dark  as  they 
were  doing. 

Mr.  WABD  said  the  Premier  had  stated  that 
the  Government  had  acted  on  the  advice  of  Sir 
William  Jervoia  in  regard  to  theae  fortifica- 
tions. But,  although  uiat  advice  had  been  re- 
ceived by  the  late  Government,  it  had  not  been 
acted  upon.  Sir  William  Jervoia  in  his  report 
included  the  Bliifi  Harbour  eu  one  of  the  ports 
to  be  fortified,  and  it  formed  an  important  part 
of  the  scheme  of  that  high  military  engineer ; 
but  no  means  had  ever  been  taken  to  act  upon 
that  report  —  to  protect  that  harbour.  If  an 
enemy  wanted  to  make  an  inroad  into  the 
colony,  what  better  point  could  be  selected 
than  BlufE  Harbour  to  do  so  7  It  was  right  in 
the  highway  of  commerce. 

Major  ATKINSON. — An  enemy  would  have 
to  land  there. 

Mr.  WABD.— Yea.  There  were  forts  at  all 
the  other  large  harbours :  and  he  would  be  very 
much  surprised  if  the  enemy  did  not  land  at 
the  Blufi  Harbour.  It  was  not  at  all  likely 
they  would  run  past  an  undefended  port  to 
attack  others  that  were  guarded  by  forts.  It 
was  the  commencement  of  the  railway  and 
telegraph  system  of  the  colony,  and  nothing 
could  be  easier  than  for  an  enemy  to  take 
charge  of  the  railway  track,  cut  the  telegraph 
wires,  and,  if  they  thought  proper,  send  troops 
up  by  rail,  and  attack  the  forts  in  the  rear ; 
and  what  a  surprise  to  those  in  charge  of  the 
Dunedin  and  Lyttelton  forts  it  would  be  to 
find  them  attacked  by  an  enemy  from  in- 
land instead  of  from  sea  t  This  was  not  an 
imaginary  picture  ;  —  it  was  ^nite  possible. 
There  was  Faterson's  Inlet,  in  Stewart  Island, 
which  could  hold  the  British  Navy  twice 
told,  without  any  one  knowing  that  the  ships 
were  there,  and  an  enemy  could  easily  take 
his  fleet  in  there  overnight,  and  land  his  troops 
at  the  Blufi  in  the  morning.  If  there  was  to 
be  a  practical  scheme  of  fortification  they 
ought  to  follow  the  advice  of  Sir  Willitumi 
Jervoia  and  General  Scratchley  and  include  the 
Bluff  Harbour ;  otherwise  the  scheme  would  be 
defective.  He  thought  the  Committee  should 
agree  to  this  vote. 

Mr.  LEVESTAM  said  it  appeared  to  him 
that  many  honourable  membera  took  a  wrong 
view  of  this  question.  The  honourable  gentle- 
man who  had  just  spoken  told  the  Committee 
that  an  enemy  would  land  his  troops  at  the 
Bluff :  but  it  was  well  known  that  nations  did 
not  send  their  ahipa  out  to  far-diatant  colonies 
to  invade  them,  but  to  stop  their  trade  by  de- 
atroying  their  ahipa  at  aea.  It  might  be  quite 
true,  as  the  Premier  said,  that  the  Government 
had  got  the  best  advice ;  but  he  (Mr.  Leves- 
tam)  maintained  that  it  was  not  necessary 


to  fortify  the  ports  of  the  colony;  what  we 
wanted  was  to  have  a  cruiser  to  secure  them 
from  attack.  No  doubt  it  was  necessary  to 
have  places  in  which  ships  could  refit ;  bat  one 
or  two  places  would  have  been  quite  sufficient,, 
and  we  nad  fortified  too  many  ports.  No  donbt 
wherever  mines  were  laid  or  torpedoes  used 
there  must  be  batteries  to  protect  them,  or  the 
enemy  would  send  boats  and  take  them  op; 
but  we  were  doing  more  than  that,  for  we  were 
trying  to  put  the  colony  into  such  a  state  (rf 
defence  that  it  would  be  impossible  for  even  a 
large  ship  of  war  to  enter  our  ports,  and  it  was 
not  at  all  likely  that  such  a  ship  would  ever  be 
sent  here.  He  would  therefore  support  the 
motion  for  reducing  the  vote. 

Sir  J.  VOGEIi  must  say  a  few  words  in  re^dy 
to  the  Premier,  who  had  dragged  in  the  con- 
duct of  the  late  Government.     The  honourable 
gentleman  always  found  some  cause  of  com- 
plaint against  his  predecessors.    It  was  not  the 
case  that  this  expenditure  of  £500,000  could 
have  been  stopped  three  years  ago,  because  he 
hardly  thought  it  was  commenced  three  years 
ago ;  and,  as  he  had  explained,  it  was  com- 
menced under  the   irresistible  influence   of  a 
panic.    Then,  the  honourable  gentleman  lost 
all  right  to  complain  of  it,  because  the  present 
Government  approved  of  the  work  so  far  that 
Qiey  were  going  to  complete  it.    The  honour- 
able gentleman  said  they  would  complete  the 
fortifications  of  the  four  towns :  that  meant  aiaiy 
maintaining  the  fortificationa,  and  would  in- 
volve a  very  large  expenditure,  for  every  shot 
cost  a  considerable  sum  of  money.     Then,  he 
noticed  in  the  Auckland  papera  that,  notwith- 
standing the  Minister  of  Defence  said  he   had 
not  sanctioned  the  meeting  of  torpedo  operators 
for  a  trial  in  Wellington  as  part  of  the  holiday 
rejoicings,  yet  the  department  had  done  so,  and 
they  were  under  orders  to  come  here.    That 
showed  how    little    control    even    a  Minister 
had  over  auch  a  department.     The  honourable 
gentleman  aaid  that  if  we  were  to  make  tbij  a 
naval  station  we  should  require  to  fortify  the 
towns.    He  had  not  lost  sight  of  that,  and  had 
said  that  probably  they  would  require  one  port 
to   be   fortified.      The   desirability  of  making 
the  colony  a  naval   station  would  sufficiently 
justify  them  in  maintaining  the  fortifications  of 
one  city,  and,  unquestionably,  Auckland  should 
bethenavalstation.as  it  commanded  the  largest 
range  of  the  Pacific.    He  had  said  he  was  in 
favour  of  having  fortificationa  at  Auckland, 
but  the  English  Government  could  not  be  so 
unreasonable  as  to  insist  upon  the  colony  main- 
taining fortifications  at  four  ports.     He    was 
surprised    that    the   honourable   member    for 
Nelson  did  not  raise  the  question  of  the  fortifi- 
cation of  Nelson,  and  he  had  no  doubt  that  if 
the  honourable  gentleman  who  was  now  Colo- 
nial Secretary  had  not  been  in  the  Government 
he  would  have  wanted  Oamaru  fortified.     He 
thought  there  should  be  one  fortified  station  to 
which  vessels  could  retreat  for  repairs  and  coal- 
ing, and  he  would  have  been  glad  if  the  Govern- 
ment had  teJcen  that  view.    To  maintain  the 
four  systems  of  fortifications  was,  he  felt  sure, 
a  great  mistake. 
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Oaptain  RUSSELL  agreed  with  many  of  the 
lemarks  of  the  honourable  member  for  Chriat- 
ohuroh  North,  and  with  the  speech  he  had 
made  before  the  adjournment.  That  speech 
commended  itself  very  much  to  his  judgment ; 
bat  he  could  not  help  being  amused  that  the 
honourable  member  for  Ghristohurch  North 
should  have  been  the  gentleman  to  deliver  it. 
The  only  reasonable  presumption  was  that  that 
honourable  gentleman  was  the  weakest  mem- 
ber of  the  late  Cabinet,  and  was  unable  to 
resist  the  importunities  of  his  colleagues  to  do 
what  was  against  his  better  judgment.  He 
(Captain  Russell)  thought  that  to  fortify  the 
lour  cities  of  New  Zealand  could  lead  to  nothing 
but  useless  expenditure.  He  believed  that  if 
ft  foreign  cruiser  came  with  hostile  intentions 
to  New  Zealand  she  would  avoid  the  ports  that 
were  fortified,  and  go  to  Oamaru  or  Timaru,  or 
some  other  place,  and  there  endeavour  to  punish 
us,  rather  than  knock  her  head  against  the  stone 
walls  we  had  raised  for  that  purpose.  Bat  if 
we  were  to  take  a  fair  share  in  the  defence  of 
the  Empire  —  which  he  believed  we  should  do 
— ^we  must  not  depend  upon  a  land  force,  but 
must  go  more  than  halfway  to  meet  the  enemy 
upon  the  high  seas.  To  do  that,  we  must  be 
prepared  to  pay  a  considerable  amount  for 
naval  defence,  and  have  one  port  where  ships 
could  come  in  in  case  of  injury  or  accident,  or 
for  other  purposes.  He  did  not  believe  that 
Auckland  would  be  the  best  situation  for  the 
naval  station,  but  thought  that  Wellington 
was  undoubtedly,  as  its  motto  stated,  supreme 
from  its  situation.  There  could  be  no  doubt 
that,  from  a  strategical  point  of  view,  no 
portion  of  the  colony  could  be  better  than 
Wellington.  Although  Auckland,  no  doubt, 
commanded  a  better  position  for  the  Pacific- 
island  trade,  yet,  when  it  was  considered  that 
from  Auckland  a  vessel  had  to  pass  round  the 
North  Cape  to  get  into  the  Pacific,  he  bslieved 
that  at  Wellington  the  vessels  would  be  as  near 
their  work  as  in  Auckland.  It  should  be  borne 
in  mind,  as  the  honourable  member  for  Christ- 
church  North  had  pointed  out,  that  it  was  the 
expense  of  keeping  up  armaments  that  would 
nun  us  in  the  future.  The  primary  coat  of  the 
guns  and  of  erecting  fortifications  was  com- 
paratively little  ;  but  the  discharge  of  each  gun 
was  a  matter  of  great  expense,  and  so  was  the 
maintenance  of  men  to  look  after  the  fortifica- 
tions. He  believed  that  when  the  pressure 
came,  as  it  would  inevitably  come  in  two  or 
tbxee  years,  we  should  be  unable  to  man  these 
forts  in  the  four  ports  of  New  Zealand  to  keep 
them  in  good  order. 

An  Hon.  MjutBBB. — The  Volunteers. 

Captain  RUSSELL  aaid  he  was  a  Volunteer 
himself,  and  he  should  be  very  sorry  to  say  a 
word  against  Volunteers ;  but  it  was  of  no  use 
trusting  modem  armaments  to  men  who  were 
not  in  perpetual  training  for  the  improved 
ordnance.  Advantage  must  be  taken  of  the 
improvements  of  military  science  as  far  as  pos- 
sible, and  we  should  get  the  moat  improved 
arms  turned  out  of  arsenals ;  but  we  could 
not  possibly  do  that  for  four  ports,  and  so  he 
thought  we  should  concentrate  our  energies 


upon  one  port,  and  that  that  should  be  the 
port  of  Wellington,  which  should  be  made  in- 
vulnerable, and  also  be  provided  with  a  proper 
dock. 

Mr,  BRUCE  did  not  presume  to  speak  upon 
this  subject,  like  many  honourable  members, 
with  any  authority — that  was  to  say,  so  far  as 
the  technical  line  of  defence  was  concerned ; 
but,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  the  question  they  had 
first  to  consider  was.  To  what  extent  did  the  cir- 
cumstances of  on  r  position  warrant  us  in  spend- 
ing money  for  this  purpose  1  The  method  would 
come  next.  Defence  expenditure  was  in  reality 
a  means  to  an  end;  it  was  an  insurance  against 
risk.  He  did  not  think  there  was  any  proba- 
bility of  that  risk  justifying  us  in  the  expendi- 
ture we  had  undertaken.  We  had  armed 
ourselves  mainly  against  the  Russians ;  and 
could  any  member  of  the  House  for  a  mo- 
ment believe  that,  if  we  had  a  single-handed 
conflict  with  Russia,  one  of  her  hostile  cruisers 
would  be  seen  in  the  South  Pacific  1  Most 
certainly  not.  If  Russia  was  wise  in  her  day 
and  generation,  in  the  event  of  war  she  would 
keep  every  ship  she  had  under  the  shadow  of 
her  ^ns,  for  there  only  would  they  be  safe. 
Russia  would  never  send  her  vessels  of  war 
away  from  coal,  which  was  now,  in  naval  war- 
fare, the  base  of  operations.  A  good  deal  had 
been  said  about  the  late  Oovemmcnt  undertak- 
ing these  costly  and  indefensible  works ;  but 
those  who  were  primarily  responsible  for  it  were 
the  inhabitants  of  the  large  towns,  for  they  bad 
brought  pressure  to  bew  which  the  Govern- 
ment was  unable  to  resist,  and  which  probably 
the  present  Government  would  have  been 
equally  unable  to  resist.  He  did  not  blame 
the  late  Government  for  the  expenditure,  al- 
though he  considered  the  expenditure  un- 
justifiable. He  should  support  the  Govern- 
ment in  regard  to  this  vote.  The  money  had 
been  spent,  and  it  was  for  the  House  to  swallow 
the  pill.  He  hoped  they  would  pass  this  vote, 
and  that  they  would  then  hear  no  more  upon 
this  question  of  the  defence  of  these  principal 
ports  of  New  Zealand. 

Mr.  MOSS  said  one  point  seemed  to  be 
lost  sight  of — namely,  that  New  Zealand  was 
no  longer  isolated.  We  had  the  French  occu- 
pying a  strong  position  in  the  Pacific,  and 
having  a  powerful  navy  at  their  command. 
They  held  in  the  east  many  valuable  islands 
and  strong  forts;  on  the  west  they  were  in 
an  equally  strong  position.  And,  in  addi- 
tion to  that,  we  had  the  Germans  at  Samoa 
and  in  the  Bismarck  Archipelago.  Only  last 
year  he  was  told  by  a  German  gentleman  on 
one  of  these  islands  that  they  would  soon 
have  one  of  the  most  powerful  ironclads  in 
the  Pacific.  The  Germans  had  a  large  fleet, 
and  they  looked  forward  to  the  time  when 
they  would  own  the  islands  and  colonies  in  the 
Pacific  now  in  possession  of  Holland.  Lately 
they  had  been  allowed  to  occupy  Samoa.  A 
great  deal  was  heard  about  the  New  Hebrides, 
but,  to  his  mind,  that  was  a  very  small  affair 
compared  with  the  occupation  by  the  Germans 
of  Samoa.  He  did  not  see  how  they  could  ob- 
ject to  the  French  occupying  the  New  Hebrides, 
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80  dose  to  their  own  colony  of  New  Cale- 
donia, vrhile  they  allowed  the  Germans,  in  the 
way  they  had  done,  to  seize  an  island  of  the 
gteatest  value  —  Samoa.  The  Germans  were 
now,  practically,  in  possession  of  the  centre 
of  the  Pacific,  alongside  our  own  Colony  of 
Fiji ;  and  they  were  able  to  exercise  from 
that  point  a  more  powerful  influence  than  the 
French.  On  the  coast  of  South  America 
great  nations  were  growing  up,  and  New  Zea- 
land was  no  longer  isolated.  What  we  wanted 
to  guard  against  was  casual  attack.  New  Zea- 
land could  not  sit  down  apathetically  and 
think  of  nothing  but  commerce.  She  had 
been  brought  into  contact  with  other  nations, 
and  it  was  only  by  training  her  people  to 
rely  upon  themselves  for  defence  that  they 
could  hope  to  be  in  a  position  to  hold  the 
country.  It  seemed  to  him  very  unwise  to 
decry  the  Permanent  Force.  He  spoke  as 
one  of  the  oldest  Volunteers  in  the  colony, 
and  hoped  the  Permanent  Force  would  be 
carefully  preserved,  as  it  would  be  a  nucleus 
around  which  the  Volunteers  could  rally,  and 
it  must  add  very  much  to  their  efficiency. 
Even  in  the  Carolines  the  Spaniards,  who  had 
Bo  long  been  asleep,  were  now  waking  up.  On 
all  sides  Now  Zealand  was  being  faced  by 
strong  Powers,  on  whose  forbearance  she  could 
only  rely  by  providing  herself  with  full  means 
to  face  any  force  they,  were  likely  to  be  able 
to  liend  against  her. 

llr.  ROSS  said  thero  was  no  doubt  the  vote 
would  have  to  be  passed,  and  instead  of  at- 
tempting to  reduce  it  he  would  rather  increase 
it  to  an  amount  necessary  to  pay  off  the  whole 
of  the  liabilities,  and  stop  all  future  expendi- 
ture. He  had  visited  the  fortifications  at 
Otogo  Heads,  and  had  heard  various  opinions 
expressed  by  naval  and  military  men  respect- 
ing them.  Some  said  the  works  were  useless, 
and  some  entertained  a  different  opinion ;  but 
they  were  all  unanimous  in  stating  that  the 
guns  would  have  to  be  replaced  by  others  of 
more  modem  construction.  The  honourable 
member  for  Egmont  had  said  that  the  fortifica- 
tions would  be  useful  in  protecting  Her  Ma- 
jesty's ships  if,  becoming  disabled,  they  had  to 
run  into  our  harbours  for  repairs  or  for  coal ; 
but  the  authorities  in  the  Old  Country  on  this 
subject  ran  in  an  opposite  direction.  The 
Duke  of  Wellington  and  Earl  Dundonald  con- 
demned the  construction  of  fortifications,  and 
the  opinions  of  such  great  authorities  as  these 
could  not  be  disregarded.  In  his  (Mr.  Ross's) 
opinion  this  expenditure  upon  fortifications 
ought  not  to  be  continued.  With  regard  to  the 
Permanent  Force,  he  thought  it  should  be  dis- 
banded, and  only  a  sufficient  number  of  men 
kept  on  to  look  after  the  guns.  His  belief  was 
that  tiie  Volunteers  could  grapple  with  any 
enemy  that  attempted  to  land  on  our  shores. 

The  Committee  divided  on  the  question, 
"  That  the  vote  be  reduced  by  £24,000.^' 

Ates,  23. 
Allen  Codman  Fraser 

Barron  Duncan  Goldie 

Blake  Fitchett  Grimmond 

Mr.ltoss 


Hodgkinson       Ormond  Taylor 

Jones  Parata  Tomboll. 

McEenzie,  3.     Rhodes  Tellers. 

Monk  Stewart,  W.  D.  Levestam 

O'Callaghan      Tanner  Marchant. 

Noes,  85. 
Atkinson  Lawry  Richardson,  0. 

Carroll  Mackenzie,  M.  Ross 

Cowan  Mackenzie,  T.    Seymour 

Feldwick  McGregor  Steward,  W.  J. 

Fergus  Mitchelson         S.-Menteath 

Fisher  Moat  Thompson,  R. 

Fulton  Moss  Thompson,  T. 

Hislop  Newman  Valentine 

Izard  O'Conor  Withy. 

Jackson  Peacock  Tellen. 

Lance  Pearson  Bruce 

Lamaoh  Richardson,  F.  Macarthur. 

Majority  against,  12. 

Amendment  negatived. 

Dr.  HODGKINSON  moved.  That  the  vote  be 
reduced  by  £1,000,  to  show  the  opinion  of  the 
House  that  the  expenditure  should  be  stopped. 

Amendment  negatived. 

Vote,  £80,000,  agreed  to. 

Class  XI.— Kates  on  Nattvb  Laxdb. 

Rates  on  Native  lands  for  year  ending  Slst 
March,  1887,  £15,000. 

Mr.  TURNBULL  asked  if  this  could  not  be 
paid  from  the  Land  Fund.  Now  that  the  new 
Land  Bill  had  been  passed  there  could  be  no 
doubt  whatever  that  that  Fund  would  soon  be 
in  credit.  It  was  not  right  to  take  money  from 
loan  for  such  a  purpose  if  it  could  be  avoided. 

Major  ATKINSON  said  there  was  a  very 
large  deficit  in  the  Land  Fund  now,  and  to  pat 
this  vote  on  the  Land  Fund  would  be  putting 
it  on  nothing.  That  Fund  might  be  in  credit 
next  year,  but  it  could  not  possibly  be  in  credit 
before  this  money  would  have  to  be  paid  to  the 
local  bodies. 

Mr.  TURNBULL  said  if  the  money  could  be 
charged  against  what  would  !,oon  accrue  to  the 
Land  Fund  plenty  of  other  useful  purposes 
could  be  found  for  this  money — for  instance, 
the  Sumner  Railway.  It  was  most  unfair  to 
take  these  rates  from  the  Public  Works  Fund. 

Major  ATKINSON  quite  agreed  with  the 
honourable  gentlemeua  that  it  was  wrong,  as  a 
general  principle ;  but  this  was  the  law — it  was 
nothing  but  what  had  been  done  for  years  put 
A  large  part  of  these  rates  were  supposed  to 
be  only  advances  that  would  be  recouped,  but 
ho  was  afraid  that  much  of  it  that  was  sup- 
posed to  be  recouped  never  would  be. 

Vote,  £15,000,  agreed  to. 

Dr.  NEWMAN  wished  to  make  a  personal 
explanation.  When  discussing  the  vote  for 
asylums  on  the  previous  day  be  had  stated, 
and  believed  at  the  time  he  was  fully  war- 
ranted in  doing  so,  that  the  site  for  the  asylmn 
at  Forirua  bad  been  bought  by  the  late  Colo- 
nial Secretary,  and  all  the  expenditure  in- 
curred under  the  late  Government.  He  had 
felt  most  positive  about  the  matter,  but  had 
since  found  he  had  been  mistaken.  The  land 
was  bought  by  the  predecessor  of   the  late 
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Colonial  Secretary,  Mr.  Dick,  on  the  14th 
Febmacy,  1884,  the  price  being  £2,050;  and 
the  late  Colonial  Secretary  did  not  come  into 
office  until  seven  months  afterwards,  and 
therefore  he  had  nothing  to  do  with  the  pur- 
chase of  the  site.  He  thought  the  purchase  of 
the  site,  as  well  as  the  subsequent  expendi- 
ture, very  wise,  and  he  regretted  that  he  had 
made  the  mistake  of  attributing  the  purchase 
of  the  site  to  the  late  Colonial  Secretary  in- 
stead of  to  his  predecessor. 

Class  XII.— Thxbmai.  Sfbihos. 
Vote,  Thermal  Springs,  £3,200,  agreed  to. 

Past  II. — Services  chargeable  to  Moneys  au- 
thorised to  be  raised  under  "The  North 
Island  Main  Trunk  Loan  Act,  1884." 

Class  I. — Public  Works,  Depabtmental. 

Head  office,  salaries  and  contingencies,  to 
supplement  vote  to  be  taken  under  Part  I., 
£6,000. 

Mr.  TUBNBULL  asked  why  this  was  sepa- 
rated from  the  £25,000  they  bad  already  passed. 

Mr.  MITCHELSON  would  explain  that  the 
£25,000  was  for  departmental  expenditure  as  a 
whole,  of  which  £6,000  was  charged  to  Part  I., 
£5,000  to  Part  II.,  and  £14,000  to  Part  III.  of 
the  Public  Works  Fund. 

Dr.  NEWMAN  thought  the  amount  of  £5,000 
exorbitant.  There  would  be  a  good  deal  of 
fighting  about  continuing  the  lino;  and,  if  it 
was  not  continued,  could  not  the  vote  be  te- 
-duced  ? 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  said,  if  any  reduction  were 
made  in  the  vote  for  the  line,  surely  there 
would  not  need  to  be  so  much  spent  on  the 
head  office. 

Mr.  MITCHELSON  said,  No ;  the  money 
would  be  saved. 

Mr.  TURNBULL  thought  it  was  high  time 
now  that  the  head  office  should  be  reduced. 

Vote  agreed  to. 

Class  II. — Bailwats. 

New  works,  £96,000. 

Mr.  ALLEN  proposed  that  the  vote  be  re- 
duced by  the  sum  of  £21,000.  He  believed  that 
the  liabilities  now  existing  up  to  the  end  of 
November  amounted  to  £75,000,  and  he  thought 
the  balance  of  the  vote  might  be  struck  oS. 
The  reasons  wliich  had  induced  him  to  move 
this  reduction  were  these :  First,  the  Minis- 
ters themselves,  in  their  Public  Works  State- 
ment, had  invited  the  Committee  to  express  an 
opinion  as  to  whether  or  not  this  line  should  be 
continued.  Now,  taking  into  consideration  the 
fact  that  the  cost  of  completing  the  line  had 
been  largely  under-estimated — under-estimated 
by  an  amount  of  over  a  million  and  a.quarter — 
and  the  fact  that  another  large  sum  in  addition 
to  the  million  which  had  been  authorised  would 
have  to  be  borrowed,  he  thought  the  Committee 
should  gravely  consider  whether  they  would 
vote  anything  beyond  what  was  required  to 
meet  existing  liabilities.  There  were  other 
reasons.  When  the  line  was  originally  pro- 
posed it  was  held  out,  as  an  inducement  to 


go  on  with  it,  that  the  land  through  which  the 
route  ran  would  be  acquired  before  the  line 
was  proceeded  with.  This  had  not  been  done, 
except  as  regarded  a  small  part  of  the  line ;  and 
that  was  a  pretty  strong  reason  why  there  should 
be  no  more  expended  upon  the  line  at  present. 
Other  reasons  for  not  proceeding  had  been 
brought  prominently  before  the  House  during 
the  session,  one  of  them  being  the  fact  that  it 
was  doubtful  whether  it  would  not  be  more 
advisable  to  proceed  to  construct  this  line  by 
way  of  Taraiiaki ;  and  it  seemed  desirable  not 
to  go  on  with  the  line  beyond  the  point  now 
reached,  or  which  would  be  reached  when  the 
present  liabilities  were  liquidated,  until  it  was 
known  definitely  where  the  line  was  to  go. 
For  these  reasons  he  moved  the  amendment. 

^Iz.  PEACOCK  failed  to  see  the  justice  of 
the  conclusions  to  which  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Dunedin  East  had  arrived.  The  honour- 
able gentleman  had  told  them  that  no  more 
inoney  should  be  spent  until  the  question  of 
route  had  been  decided,  especially  considering 
the  large  extra  amount  of  money  which  would 
be  required  to  complete  the  lino  by  the  way  of 
the  Central  route ;  but  if  the  honourable  gentle- 
man had  looked  a  little  more  closely  into  the 
matter  he  would  have  seen  that  that  question 
was  not  in  the  slightest  degree  affected  by  the 
proposals  of  the  Government  at  the  present 
time.  The  position  was  this :  The  works  hod 
proceeded  at  the  northern  end  of  the  line  south- 
ward as  far  as  the  Poratautu  tunnel,  forty-five 
miles  from  Te  Awamutu.  A  contract  had  been 
let  for  the  construction  of  one  mile  and  a  half, 
including  the  tunnel,  the  whole  to  cost  a  sum 
of  £56,000  ;  but  there  was  on  intermediate  sec- 
tion between  that  and  another  section,  Waititi, 
and  that  hiatus  required  to  be  completed  tmless 
the  honourable  member  wished  the  colony  to 
spend  £56,000  on  a  tunnel  without  there  being 
any  complete  communication  therewith.  He 
thought  that  such  a  sum  should  be  spent,  at 
any  rate,  as  would  enable  that  money  to  be 
utilised,  rather  than  that  the  expenditure 
should  be  thrown  away.  Besides,  it  had  to  be 
taken  into  account  that  if  any  deviation  were 
to  take  place  it  would  have  to  take  place  at 
a  point  lower  down  than  the  locality  of  the 
tunnel.  So  that  the  work  should  be  proceeded 
with  quite  irrespective  of  the  question  of  de- 
viating the  line.  He  thought,  considering  the 
large  amount  of  the  liabilities  to  be  met,  the 
honourable  gentleman  would  see  that  there 
could  be  no  redaction  on  that  vote,  and  that 
the  work  should  be  completed  as  far  as  the 
tunnel.  The  honourable  gentleman  might  see 
the  advisableness  of  withdrawing  his  motion. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  Jioped  that  there  would  be 
a  majority  in  favour  of  the  proposal  of  the 
honourable  member  for  Dunedin  East.  He 
himself  felt  very  strongly  about  this  railway, 
for  he  believed  that  the  Parliament  had  been 
guilty  of  greater  waste  in  authorising  the  con- 
struction of  this  railway  than  it  had  been  in 
connection  with  any  other  work  for  the  past 
seventeen  years.  He  had  always  felt  that  the 
expenditure  of  money  on  this  line  was  nothing 
short  of  disgraceful,  in  the  present  circum- 


Digitized  by 


Google 


812 


Supply. 


[HOUSE.] 


Supply. 


[Deo.  17 


stances  of  the  colony,  and  in  view  of  the  fact 
that  there  was  likely  to  be  no  return  from  the 
ezpanditure,  either  direct  or  indirect,  for  many 
years  to  come.  When  the  question  of  route 
was  under  consideration,  in  1884,  he  had  always 
steadily  voted  against  the  work,  holding  that, 
although  at  some  future  time  it  would  be 
necessary  to  construct  the  line,  to  go  on  with 
it  now  was  to  do  it  at  least  several  years  in  ad- 
vance of  the  time.  The  honourable  member,  in 
moving  the  reduction  of  the  vote,  had  stated 
as  one  of  the  reasons  for  doing  bo  that  the  land 
had  not  yet  been  acquired  from  the  Natives, 
which  was  to  recoup  the  colony  for  its  ex- 
penditure on  the  line.  That  was  so,  and  it  was 
a  very  strong  reason  against  voting  this  large 
sum  of  money,  because  the  continuance  of  the 
line  in  the  meantime  would  make  the  land 
more  valuable,  and  the  Natives  would  require 
the  colony  to  pay  a  much  higher  sum  for  the 
land  when  it  was  purchased.  Then,  it  most 
be  remembered  that  the  land  was  not  wanted 
at  the  present  time.  There  was  plenty  of  other 
land  available  for  settlement  purposes,  and 
there  was  therefore  no  need  for  the  immediate 
prosecution  of  this  line.  The  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Ponsonby  had  mentioned  the  Taranaki 
deviation. 

Mr.  PEACOCK  said  it  was  the  honourable 
member  for  Dunedin  East  who  mentioned  it. 

Mr.  BUCH.4.NAN  said  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Ponsonby  had  mentioned  it  too. 

Mr.  PEACOCK.— Hear,  hear. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  said  he  did  not  know  that 
that  had  anything  to  do  with  the  matter  which 
the  Committee  had  to  consider.  The  Com- 
mittee should  decide  that  no  further  work 
should  he  proceeded  with  on  the  line  at  all. 
They  knew  the  agitation  which  had  been  going 
on  in  Auckland  in  reference  to  this  question 
some  little  time  ago;  and  he  thought  that 
when  the  honourable  member  addressed  him- 
self to  that  question  ho  should  have  shown 
reasons  why  the  Taranaki  deviation  should 
take  place. 

Mr.  PEACOCK  said  he  had  not  advocated 
the  Taranaki  deviation. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  did  not  think  that  the 
Committee  need  be  under  any  misapprehen- 
sion in  connection  with  this  matter;  and  he 
did  not  think  there  was  any  reason  why  the 
deviation  should  take  place.  However,  there 
were  several  reasons  why  the  trunk  line  should 
not  be  gone  with  at  all  at  present.  In  the 
first  place,  the  contracts  already  in  hand  at  the 
northern  end  of  the  line  opened  up  all  the 
really  good  country  at  that  end,  and  the  com- 
pleted sections  could  be  worked  very  well  in 
connection  with  existing  open  lines. 

Mr.  PEACOCK  asked,  What  about  the 
tunnel  7 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  said  there  would  be,  as 
the  honourable  gentleman  had  pointed  out, 
a  small  amount  of  waste  in  connection  with 
that ;  but  it  seemed  to  be  unavoidable,  and  he 
thought  it  better  and  cheaper  to  put  up  with 
that  waste  than  to  throw  away  a  larger  sum  by 
spending  more  money  on  the  line  at  present. 
The  southern  portion  of  the  line  already  under 
Mr.  Buchanan 


contract  should  be  worked  in  connection  with 
existing  lines.  He  believed  the  line  had  now 
been  constructed  to  the  farthest  payable  point, 
and  that  it  would  be  a  great  advantage  to  stop. 
He  had  indulged  in  the  hope  that,  the  proposed 
reduction  of  £500,000  on  the  Loan  Bill  having 
been  lost,  they  would  be  able  to  make  savings 
in  detail  on  the  estimates ;  but,  if  the  motion 
of  the  honourable  member  for  Dunedin  East 
were  rejected,  be  should  expect  to  see  no  re- 
ductions, and  he  believed  that  it  would  be  a 
matter  for  great  regret  throughout  the  country 
if  the  estimates  were  not  reduced.  No  item 
could  be  reduced  with  more  justice  than  this 
one. 

Mr.  PEACOCK  asked,  What  about  the  lia- 
bilities ? 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  said  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Dunedin  East  had  shown  that  there 
was  £21,000  which  could  be  struck  off  after  pro- 
viding for  liabilities  to  date ;  and  he  earnestly 
hoped  that  the  Committee  would  agree  to  the 
motion  for  the  reduction. 

Mr.  KELLY  would  like  to  point  out  that  the 
liabilities  were  set  down  at  £126,000,  and  all 
that  was  asked  for  was  £96,000.  It  seemed  to 
him  that,  instead  of  taking  anything  oS  this 
vote,  they  would  have  to  put  something  more 
on.  But  if  the  honourable  members  would 
look  at  the  PublicjWorks  Statement  they  would 
see  that  the  Minister  did  not  propose  to  pro- 
ceed further  with  the  line  than  to  carry  oat 
existing  liabilities  until  the  House  had  had 
an  opportunity  of  reconsidering  the  question. 
Nothing  would  be  done  until  after  next  ses- 
sion, and  it  was  only  wasting  time  to  try  and 
reduce  the  vote. 

Mr.  MITCHELSON  explained  that  the  lia- 
bilities on  the  SOth  September  were  £141,038, 
so  that  the  vote  could  not  be  reduced  to  the 
amount  indicated.  He  was  quite  prepared  to 
carry  out  the  statement  he  made  to  the  House 
the  other  evening,  that  the  Government  were 
quite  willing  to  stop  all  further  works  on  this 
line  until  the  House  had  had  an  opportunity  of 
considering  it.  He  thought,  personally,  and  he 
believed  the  other  members  of  the  Government 
agreed  with  him,  that  it  was  a  great  mistake 
ever  to  have  commenced  this  line  until  arrange- 
ments had  been  made  for  the  purchase  of  the 
land. 

Mr.  O'CALLAGHAN  asked  how  it  was  that 
the  honourable  gentleman  put  his  liabilities 
down  at  £126,000,  and  only  asked  for  £96,000. 

Mr.  MITCHELSON  explained  that  that 
amount  would  cover  all  that  wiis  actually 
required  to  the  end  of  the  current  year. 

Mr.  O'CALLAGHAN  said  that  many  of  the 
votes  on  the  estimates  appeared  to  be  less 
than  the  liabilities,  and  he  thought  the  House 
ought  to  be  asked  to  vote  the  full  amount  to 
cover  the  liabilities. 

Mr.  ALLEN  acknowledged  that  the  figures 
he  had  quoted  were  wrong.  He  had  taken 
them  from  the  Minister's  paper,  where  th^ 
were  written  in  very  small  figures,  and  so  had 
mode  the  mistake.  He  understood  that  the 
liabilities  were  actually  £165,000,  so  that  it 
would  be  impracticable  to  reduce  this  vote  by 
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£21,000  this  yeM.  However,  the  amount  of 
reduction  was  immaterial,  and  a  motion  to 
reduce  the  vote  by  £6  would  have  answered  his 
pnipose  just  as  well,  because  what  he  wanted 
to  do  was  to  test  the  question  as  to  whether 
any  more  work  should  go  on  on  this  line.  As 
the  Minister  gave  an  assurance  that  no  further 
contracts  would  be  entered  into,  he  would 
withdraw  his  amendment. 

Amendment  withdrawn. 

Vote,  £96,000,  agreed  to. 

Permanent-way,  sleepers,  and  rolling-stock, 
£26,100,  agreed  to. 

Surveys,  £4,000,  agreed  to. 

Class  ni.— Boads. 

Boads,  £20,000. 

Mr.  BBUCE  asked  for  an  explanation  as  to 
the  £19,500  to  give  access  to  the  railway-line  at 
the  south  end. 

Mr.  MITCHELSOK  explained  that  this  was 
for  roads  which  were  being  made  from  Marton 
through  the  bush.  The  money  had  been  nearly 
all  expended,  and  there  were  only  a  few  poonds 
left. 

Vote,  £20,000,  agreed  to. 

Ci;as8  IV. — Pdbcbasb  op  Nativb  Lauds, 
North  Island. 

Purchase  of  Native  lands,  £29,700. 

Dr.  NEWMAN  asked  whether  this  was  the 
balance  of  the  purchase-money  of  the  Waima- 
rtno  Block,  or  whether  it  was  spread  over  other 
blocks.  About  460,000  acres  had  already  been 
bought,  and  about  a  million  acres  were  under 
negotiation,  tied  up  in  such  a  way  that  it  could 
not  be  got  by  any  outsider.  When  that  was 
purchased  no  one  could  say  that  there  was  no 
land  along  this  line. 

Mr.  PEACOCK  would  like  the  Minister  to 
express  an  opinion  as  to  whether  the  balance 
of  the  £100,000  appropriated  for  this  purpose 
for  the  North  Island  Trunk  Bailway  would  be 
spent  in  the  vicinity  of  the  part  of  line  already 
made,  or  whether  the  money  had  been  so  far 
engaged  that  it  would  have  to  go  for  blocks 
jklong  the  Central  line,  some  of  those  blocks 
being  very  far  distant. 

Mr.  MITCHELSON  said  there  was  only 
£10,600  available  out  of  the  £100,000,  aud  that 
would  all  be  required  to  complete  the  purchases 
in  the  Murimotu  district. 

Dr.  NEWMAN  asked  whether  the  whole  of 
the  Waimarama  Block  was  paid  for. 

Mr.  MITCHELSON  believed  that  the  whole 
of  that  block  had  been  paid  for ;  but  there  was 
land  in  the  Kaimanawa  district  not  paid  for 
yet. 

Mr.  KELLY  thought  that  if  there  was  any 
land  available  for  purchase  at  the  north  end  of 
the  line  the  Government  should  get  it,  and  if 
they  could  not  do  so  they  should  throw  it  open 
to  others  to  buy  it,  for  it  was  a  great  injury  to 
the  North  Island  to  have  it  shut  up. 

Major  JACKSON  hoped  the  Qovemment 
would  take  care  to  purchase  the  best  of  the 
land,  for  the  system  in  the  past  had  been  to 
buy  only  the  bad  land  and  leave  the  good. 
Before  tiiey  bought  any  land  they  should  send 


some  competent  person  up  to  examine  and 
classify  it ;  and,  besides  that,  they  ought  not  to 
buy  blocks  at  a  distance  from  the  line,  but 
should  confine  their  operations  to  land  con- 
tiguous to  it,  which  would  be  benefited  by  the 
construction  of  the  line. 

Mr.  BEETHAM  said  that  a  great  deal  of 
land  which  had  been  purchased  was  simply 
worthless,  and  it  was  necessary  to  draw  the 
attention  of  the  Qovemment  in  the  strongest 
way  to  the  necessity  for  buying  only  good  land. 
The  best  of  the  land  along  this  line  was  to  be 
found  at  Piiongia,  near  the  north  end  ;  whereas 
it  would  be  simply  waste  of  money  to  buy  land 
in  the  Murimotu  district.  He  trusted  the 
Government  would  not  depend  upon  the  re- 
ports of  any  surveyors  in  the  districts,  but 
would  get  men  who  knew  what  land  was  to  visit 
the  districts  before  they  purchased  any  land. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  said  it  seemed  to  him  an 
entirely  wrong- principle  on  which  to  oondoot 
these  purchases  to  pay  those  who  were  carry- 
ing out  the  negotiations  at  so  much  an  acre. 
Under  such  conditions  as  these  there  could 
be  no  incentive  to  act  in  the  interests  of  the 
colony,  and  he  desired  to  protest  against  such 
a  mode  of  payment. 

Mr.  BBUCE  could  scarcely  understand  the 
suggestion  of  the  honourable  members  for 
Wairarapa  and  Masterton  that  the  Commis- 
sioner should  not  rely  too  much  upon  reports 
of  commission  agents  employed  by  the  Crown. 
As  a  matter  of  fact,  it  was  distinctly  con- 
trary to  law  that  commission  agents  should  be 
employed  by  the  Crown  to  engage  in  the  pur- 
chase of  Native  lands,  and  he  could  not  for  a 
moment  assume  that  the  present  Native  Minis- 
ter would  do  anything  contrary  to  law.  Speak- 
ing from  personal  knowledge,  he  could  say  that 
there  was  a  good  deal  of  worthless  land  on  the 
east  side  of  the  Central  line,  but  that  par- 
ticular portion  which  hod  just  been  alluded  to 
was  some  of  the  finest  land  in  the  colony.  He 
quite  admitted  that  hundreds  of  thousands  of 
pounds  might  be  wasted  on  the  purchase  of 
land,  good,  bad,  and  indifferent ;  but,  at  the 
same  time,  he  did  not  believe  for  a  moment 
that  the  present  Native  Minister  would  act  in 
defiance  of  the  law  by  employing  commission 
agents. 

Hr.  CABBOLL  quite  agreed  with  what  had 
fallen  from  the  last  speaker,  and  thought  the 
time  had  come  when  they  shonid  have  a  dif- 
ferent system  for  the  purchase  of  Native  lands 
by  the  Government.  The  late  Government  not 
only  had  highly-salaried  Land-Purchase  Com- 
missioners, but  officers  were  allowed  to  employ 
other  men  and  pay  them  a  large  commission. 
He  believed  that,  in  connection  with  this  Wai- 
marino  Block,  a  commission  of  £8,000  was 
paid  for  assistance  to  the  Land-Purchase  Com- 
missioners. The  whole  thing  had  been  carried 
out  in  a  most  deplorable  manner,  and  he  hoped 
to  have  the  assurance  of  the  Government  that 
for  the  future  more  care  should  be  taken  in 
carrying  out  the  land-purchtwing  operations. 

Mr.  TAIPUA  thought  the  Government  should 
defer  buying  any  more  Native  lands  for  the 
present,  and  untU  there  was  a  good  Act  passed. 
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^e  Govemmeni;  had  veiy  little  money  to 
spend,  and  consequently  the  Natives  would  get 
very  little  for  their  land.  He  believed  the  Wai- 
maiino  Block  had  been  puichased  for  Is.  6d. 
per  acre,  and,  as  there  was  not  much  money, 
even  a  less  price  than  that  might  be  given. 
Another  thing  was  that  the  Native  lands  round 
Taupo  were  in  a  confused  state.  Some  of  the 
Natives  in  that  district  had  been  treated  with 
injustice,  the  lEuid  having  been  awarded  to 
Natives  to  whom  it  did  not  belong ;  and  some  of 
the  Natives  had  applied  for  a  rehearing  of  their 
cases.  He  thought  the  Government  should 
not  purchase  any  more  Native  lands  between 
this  and  the  next  session ;  and,  as  he  was  not 
«lear  on  the  amount  that  was  to  be  spent,  he 
should  vote  against  the  item. 

Dr.  NEWMAN  apprehended  that  one  reason 
for  going  on  with  the  Main  Trunk  line  was 
that  it  would  open  up  the  interior  of  the 
'Country  for  settlement ;  and,  in  spite  of  what 
had  been  said  by  certain  persons,  there  was  a 
large  amount  of  land  there  that  would  be  of 
value  hereafter.  A  large  amount  of  land  had 
been  negotiated  for,  and  he  hoped  that  the 
purchase  would  be  completed,  since  its  pur- 
chase was  of  vital  importance  to  the  construc- 
tion of  the  line  and  the  progress  of  settlement. 

Mr.  MITCHELSON  said  the  Government 
4id  not  intend  to  ask  the  House  for  sums  for 
the  purchase  of  lands  other  them  those  under 
negotiation ;  but  it  was  desirable  that  the  nego- 
tiations entered  into  should  be  completed.  The 
government  had  not  asked  for  a  large  sum 
because  it  did  not  consider  it  advisable  to  at- 
tempt to  purchase  further  blocks  of  land  at 
present. 

Mr.  MONK  hoped  the  Government  would 
exercise  very  careful  surveillance  over  the  land- 
purchases.  It  was  very  disagreeable  to  insinu- 
ate that  the  land-purchases  were  not  satisfac- 
tory to  the  colony ;  but  he  had  evidence  in  his 
poBscssion  which  justified  him  in  making  the 
statement  to  the  House  that  such  things  as 
this  occurred :  that  most  worthless  land  was 
bought  for  the  colony,  while  the  good  blocks 
were  being  reserved  in  the  interests  of  private 
speculators.  He  believed  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  the  East  Coast  would  bear  him  out  in 
this :  that  the  great  bulk  of  the  land  round 
Tokano  was  very  poor,  and  that  the  only  blocks 
of  good  lemd  there  were  being  manipulated  in 
the  interests  of  private  speculators.  It  was 
not  necessary  that  this  land  should  be  bought 
at  once  to  secure  it  for  private  speculators ; 
but,  OS  a  matter  of  fact,  it  was  religiously  kept 
out  of  the  portion  for  which  the  Government 
agents  were  negotiating.  He  had  a  letter 
which  would  show  this,  but  thought  it  better 
not  to  read  it,  as  it  would  affect  outeide  persons. 
Next  session  there  would  be  a  strong  opinion 
expressed  on  the  part  of  the  country  that  the 
Government  should  introduce  such  a  change  in 
the  land-purchase  system  as  should  not  leave 
an  opportunity  for  those  practices  to  be  con- 
tinued which  were  being  decried  all  over  the 
country. 

Mr.  KELLY  was  not  aware  that  such  scan- 
daJous  transactions  as  the  honourable  gentle- 
Mr.  Taipua 


man  had  referred  to  had  taken  place  in  the 

Taupo  district,  or  that  there  was  such  valuable 
land  at  Tokano.  There  were  certainly  a  few 
good  patches  here  and  there.  He  considered 
that  the  Government  should  not  pass  Acts  pie- 
venting  the  Natives  from  getting  what  was  fail 
and  just  for  their  land,  so  long  as  they  sold  it 
in  small  blocks.  He  quite  understood  the  Go- 
vernment trying  to  get  large  tracts  of  country 
along  the  line  of  railway  as  cheaply  as  possible, 
but,  in  the  case  of  snuill  areas,  the  Government 
bad  no  right  to  throw  obstacles  in  the  way  of 
the  Natives  obtaining  the  best  price  they  could 
get  for  those  small  areas.  He  did  not  think 
there  had  been  many  complaints  from  Natives 
with  reference  to  the  purchases  on  behalf  of 
the  Government.  There  had  been  only  a  few 
applications  for  rehearing  with  regard  to  land 
in  the  interior.  With  regard  to  this  vote,  he 
did  not  see  what  the  Committee  had  to  discuss, 
as  the  whole  of  the  sum  was  a  liability,  the 
money  having  been  spent. 

Mr.  MOSS  was  perfectly  satisfied  that  no 
Government  could  undertake  the  purchase — 
especially  the  exclusive  purchase — of  Native 
land  without  very  great  corruption  springing 
up.  The  agents  were  paid  at  so  much  an  aci«, 
and  it  was  quite  natural  the  agents  should 
endeavour  to  purchase  as  large  an  acreage  as 
possible.  They  were  not  all  of  the  highest 
character  and  standing,  and  some  of  them  re- 
sorted to  dubious  means  to  get  the  Natives  to 
sell.  Neither  good  nor  bad  agents  were  inter- 
ested in  the  quality  of  the  land  they  bought. 
It  was  well  known  that  the  Maoris  never  sold 
good  land  in  large  quantities  while  they  had 
bod  land  the^  could  sell  instead.  Yet  we  paid 
the  purchasmg  agents  by  the  acre,  and  so 
offered  them  a  direct  inducement  to  buy  for 
the  colony  merely  quantity  without  regard  to 
quality  or  price.  He  hoped  the  Government 
would  not  continue  the  practice  of  endeavour- 
ing to  monopolize  the  purchase  of  Native  land; 
or,  if  they  did,  that  they  would  not  pay  agents 
by  the  acre,  but  make  them  fixed  officers  of 
the  department,  acting  merely  as  Government 
officials.  If  it  were  mode  a  matter  of  acreage 
commission  there  must  be  not  only  great  wrong 
sometimes  done  to  the  Natives,  but  a  very 
great  waste  of  public  money  in  effecting  pur- 
chases. 

Mr.  MONK  maintained  that  the  system  of 
Native-land  purchase  was  vicious  and  injurious 
to  the  interests  of  the  colony,  and  to  the  north- 
ern portion  of  it  particularly.  Great  com- 
plaints wore  also  made  of  the  monopoly  that 
was  given  to  a  few  surveyors  by  the  exclusion 
of  aO  others  from  the  interior  of  the  country. 
It  was  utterly  impossible  for  agents  not  to  be 
exposed  to  a  great  amount  of  temptation  under 
the  present  system. 

Mr.  TAIPUA  hoped  this  money  would  not 
be  spent  in  the  Taupo  district,  because  then 
were  some  Taupo  chiefs  in  Wellington  who  bad 
been  to  the  Native  Minister,  and  asked  him 
for  a  rehearing.  The  Govemiment  should 
pause  before  completing  the  purchases  in  the 
Taupo  district.  And  he  had  heard  that  women 
were  instructed  to  sell  the  best  parts  of  biocki 
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a.  those  lands.  They  took  theii  stand  on 
lauae  21  of  the  Kative  Land  Administration 
LCt,  by  which  one  owner  conld  buy  from 
nother.  These  proceedings  had  been  carried 
Tit  in  the  Taupo  district,  and  he  asked  the 
^OTemment  to  paose  before  completing  the 
ransactions,  and  see  whether  some  relief  could 
lOt  be  afforded  to  those  who  had  suffered. 

Mr.  HUTCHISON  said  the  use  of  the  terms 
'  good  land  "  and  "  bad  land  "  was  liable  to 
Bad  to  misapprehension  in  the  minds  of  those 
lot  familiar  with  the  actual  property.  The 
arms  were  really  relative  ones ;  bat,  generally, 
b  might  be  said  that  good  land  was  that  which 
irought  a  high  price,  and  bad  land  that  which 
irought  a  low  price  :  that  was  how  the  terms 
rare  generally  understood.  He  would  only  say 
hat,  from  his  own  knowledge  of  the  lands 
ought  by  the  Government  adjacent  to  the  line 
{  the  North  Island  Main  Trunk  Bailway,  none 
f  the  land  the  purchase  of  which  had  been 
aade  by  the  colony  was  of  such  a  nature 
hat  the  House  need  consider  the  purchase 
lisadvantageous.  There  was  not  an  acre  of  the 
and  that  could  not  be  sold  now  at  a  high  ad- 
ance  on  the  cost  price,  and  the  carrying-on  of 
he  works  would  greatly  enhance  the  value  of 
be  land  so  acquired.  Then,  there  was  a  very 
arge  block  called  the  Murimotu  Block,  as 
o  which  there  had  been  special  legislation. 
?hat  land  belonged  to  the  Grown,  though  it 
ras  now  under  lease  to  certain  gentlemen. 
?hat  was  a  most  valuable  block  of  about  half  a 
aillion  acres,  and  the  line  of  the  railway  was 
iiojected  through  it. 

Major  JACKSON  hoped  the  Oovemment 
rould  refrain  from  purchsising  land  at  Taupo 
lutil  the  rehearing  which  had  been  applied 
or  was  decided.  Whether  those  applying  for 
he  rehearing  had  a  good  or  a  bad  case,  they 
lad  made  the  application  for  the  rehearing, 
jid  he  thought  the  purchase  should  be  delayed 
Lntil  that  question  was  settled. 

Mr.  MITCHELSON  said  the  Government 
lid  not  intend  to  purchase  any  more  land  at 
Taupo,  nor  did  they  think  any  should  have  been 
lurchased  there. 

Major  JACKSON  said  he  had  heard  a  good 
;eal  about  the  land  bought  by  the  Government 
it  Taupo,  and  a  good  deal  of  that  land  was 
rad,  and  the  rest  was  worse. 

Vote,  £29,700,  agreed  to. 

'abt  m. — Services  chargeable  to  the  Moneys 
raised  imder  "  The  New  Zealand  Loan  Act, 
1886." 

CI.&8S  I. — PUBUO  WOBKS  DkFABTMKNT. 

Vote,  £14,000,  agreed  to. 

CiiAss  n.— Bailwats. 

Eelensville  northwards,  £10,000. 

Dr.  HODGKINSON  said  this  appeared  to  be 
.  new  work,  which  might  be  stopped,  and  a 
aving  made. 

Mr.  MITCHELSON  said  the  amount  spent 
nd  the  liabilities  on  the  30th  September  were 
S7.832,  so  there  was  very  little  left  to  spend. 

Vote  agreed  to. 


Grahamstown-Te  Aroha,  £10,000. 

Dr.  HODGKINSON  said  he  should  like  some 
information  in  this  case  as  to  what  the  lia- 
bilities were. 

Mr.  MITCHELSON  said  in  this  case  the 
liabilities  were  £200  in  excess  of  the  vote. 

Dr.  HODGKINSON  said,  then  it  was  useless 
to  attempt  reduction.  Perhaps  in  all  cases  the 
liabilities  were  in  excess  of  the  votes. 

Vote  agreed  to. 

Putaruru-Rotorua,  £40,000. 

Mr.  VALENTINE  said  in  this  case  the  lia- 
bilities were  set  down  at  £50,653.  What  woa 
the  meaning  of  .that  7 

Mr.  MITCHELSON  said  not  more  than 
£40,000  was  expected  to  come  in  for  payment 
during  this  year. 

Vote  agreed  to. 

Woodville-Palmeraton,  £40,000. 

Mr.  OBMOND  asked  when  it  was  expected 
to  start  the  tunnel. 

Mr.  MITCHELSON  said  it  all  depended  on 
when  the  loan  was  raised.  The  Government 
did  not  intend  to  let  any  contracts  until  it  was 
perfectly  certain  that  the  money  would  be 
forthcoming  to  meet  them. 

Vote  agreed  to. 

Vote,  Mangamahoe  -  Woodville,  £37,000, 
agreed  to. 

Blenheim-Awatere,  £7,000. 

Mr.  E.  RICHARDSON  understood  it  wa» 
intended  to  practically  stop  the  railway  with 
the  present  contract,  to  make  a  dray-road  from 
the  end  of  it  to  the  Awatere,  and  to  build  an  ex- 
pensive bridge  over  the  river.  The  late  Govern- 
ment had  t^s  matter  under  consideration  all 
the  time  they  were  in  office,  and  they  resisted 
pressure  to  build  this  bridge,  on  the  ground 
that  there  was  very  little  traffic  there,  and  that 
it  would  simply  mean  making  a  good  road- 
way to  a  large  tract  of  very  fine  land  which 
had  been  locked  up  in  the  hands  of  a  few 
individuals,  and  he  understood  that  the  build- 
ing of  this  bridge  would  largely  enhance  the 
value  of  that  land,  while  it  would  be  of  littla 
use  to  any  one  else  but  the  owners  of  the  land 
until  the  land  was  cut  up  and  sold.  Therefore 
he  thought  the  owners  of  the  land  should  make 
a  contribution  towards  building  the  bridge  be- 
fore it  was  made — the  late  Government  would 
not  make  it  except  on  that  condition.  He  did 
not  know  if  the  present  Government  would 
take  such  a  course,  but  he  thought  it  was  only 
fair  that  those  people  should  be  caused  to  con- 
tribute towards  the  cost  of  a  bridge  plainly  for 
their  benefit.  The  same  course  was  taken  a 
few  years  ago  as  to  the  bridge  over  the  Huru- 
nni,  where,  as  the  land  was  almost  all  held  by 
a  few  individuals,  it  was  thought  right  that 
they  should  contribute  half  the  cost  of  the 
bridge,  and  it  was  not  put  in  hand  till  they  did 
so.  It  seemed  only  fau  in  this  case  to  do  tho 
same  thing. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  in  the  Public  Works 
Statement  there  was  this  passage : — 

"  To  complete  the  line  to  the  Awatere  would 
cost  about  £99,000,  which  is  much  more  than 
could  be  afforded  for  it  out  of  the  loan  now 
proposed.    It  has  therefore  been  decided  to 
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recommend  tta  allocation  of  £9,000  only,  by 
means  of  which,  in  conjunction  with  existing 
fnnds,  it  will  be  possible  to  complete  the  fint 
five  miles  at  the  Blenheim  end  foi  traffic,  and 
to  connect  it  with  the  Awatere  by  a  dray- 
road,  and  also  to  build  the  railway-bridge  over 
the  Awatere  for  use  in  the  meantime  as  a 
road-bridge.  This  will  be  a  great  boon  to  the 
locality,  as  the  river  is  a  very  dangerous  one 
to  cross,  and  is  also  the  only  largo  river  remain- 
ing unbridged  between  Ficton  and  the  BlaS." 

He  believed  in  fair-play.  Here  was  the  Qo- 
versment  taking  the  functions  of  a  County 
Council,  and  building  a  road-bridge  for  the  local 
bodies.  It  was  called  a  railway -bridge;  but 
how  many  years  would  it  be  before  it  was 
wanted  for  a  railway  ?  The  House  had  deter- 
mined time  after  time  that  that  line  should 
not  be  extended.  The  bridge  should  not  be 
made  till  those  owning  the  land  would  disgorge 
something  to  the  State.  Here  was  an  express 
resolution  of  the  House  against  this  line,  and 
yet  it  was  proposed  to  make  what  was  virtually 
a  part  of  it.  There  would  be  the  usual  thing  in 
this  case — they  would  spend  £9,000  in  making 
the  bridge,  and  then  they  would  be  told  that  the 
railway  must  be  extended  a  little  further,  in 
order  that  the  State  might  get  some  return 
for  the  money;  and  so  another  political  rail- 
way would  be  made,  and  private  estates  would 
be  largely  enhanced  in  value.  He  would  draw 
a  comparison  between  this  case  and  that  of 
the  Teremakau.  There  was  no  communica- 
tion between  Kumara  and  Qreymouth  except 
by  going  twenty-five  miles  over  the  Marsden 
Hills,  though  the  direct  route  would  be  only 
fourteen  miles  if  the  railway  were  made.  The 
toad  was  made  from  Eumara  to  the  beach, 
within  a  mile  and  a  half  of  the  bridge,  and  the 
road  came  to  within  two  and  a  haJf  miles  of 
the  bridge  on  the  other  side.  It  would  take 
only  £500  to  make  the  railway-bridge  serve 
for  a  road-bridge.  In  contrast  with  the  ex- 
tract he  had  read  from  the  Public  Works 
Statement  he  would  read  the  following  reply, 
which  the  Minister  for  Public  Works  had  given 
to  the  honourable  member  for  Greymouth  when 
asked  what  he  would  do  in  connection  with  the 
bridge  over  the  Teremakau.  The  treatment 
shown  in  the  two  cases  was  very  different,  and 
he  thought  it  his  duty  to  bring  the  matter 
under  the  attention  of  the  honourable  gentle- 
man. He  would  read  from  Bansard  the  reply 
given  to  the  honourable  member  for  Qrey- 
mouth : — 

"  Mr.  Guinness  asked  the  Minister  for  Pub- 
lic Works,  Whether  he  will  take  into  consi- 
deration the  advisability  of  having  the  railway- 
bridge  over  the  Teremakau  Biver,  on  the  line 
of  the  Greymouth-Hokitika  Bailway,  altered 
so  as  to  make  the  bridge  suitable  for  dray 
traffic? 

"  Mr.  MiTCHELSON  said  the  cost  of  the  altera- 
tion of  this  bridge  so  as  to  make  it  a  combined 
one  would  not  be  very  great,  the  estimate  being 
£750;  but  the  Government  could  not  recom- 
mend this  expenditure,  as  the  department  had 
furnished  a  report  stating  that  a  bridge  at  this 
Mr.  Seddon 


place  for  combined  traffic  would  be  exceedingly 
dangerous,  seeing  that  the  approaches  were  not 
open  to  view." 

In  one  case  £9,000  could  be  found  for  a  new 
bridge ;  In  the  other  £700  was  refused  for  & 
work  of  absolute  necessity. 

Vote,  £7,000,  agreed  to. 

Greymouth-Hokitika,  £24,000,  agreed  to. 

Upper  Ashburton  Branch,  £7,000,  agreed  to. 

Livingstone  Branch,  £6,500,  agreed  to. 

Otago  Central,  £70,000,  agreed  to. 

Catlin's  River  Branch,  £12,000,  agreed  to. 

Biversdale-Switzers,  £3,000,  agreed  to. 

Seaward  Bush,  £6,000,  agreed  to. 

Wyiidham-Portrose,  £9,000,  agreed  to. 

Additions  to  open  lines,  £40,000,  agreed  to. 

Permanent-way,  sleepers,  and  rollixtg-stock, 
£50,000,  agreed  to. 

Surveys  of  new  lines,  £500,  agreed  to. 

CI.AS3  m. 

Costs  and  charges  of  the  loan,  £57,500,  agreed 
to. 

Public  Works,  departmental,  £6,000. 

Mr.  TUBNBULL  asked  if  it  was  intended  to 
keep  on  the  Public  Works  Department  at  ibe 
same  expensive  rate  as  during  the  last  two 
years. 

Mr.  MITCHELSON  replied  that  the  depart- 
ment would  be  grEtdually  reduced,  so  that  by  the 
end  of  the  three  yee^rs  and  a  half  it  would  hare 
assumed  very  small  dimensions.  Thero  coold 
not  be  much  reduction  this  year,  as  the  rear 
was  pretty  well  over ;  but  next  year  the  esti- 
mates would  show  a  large  reduction. 

Mr.  SEODON  directed  attention  to  the  fact 
that  the  Public  Works  staff  on  the  West  Coast 
was  as  large  as  when  it  had  four  times  the 
work  it  now  had  to  do.  If  no  public  mon^ 
was  to  be  spent  there,  surely  there  was  no  ne- 
cessity for  keeping  on  so  large  a  staff.  The 
number  of  persons  continued  to  be  employed  in 
that  office  lately  was  one  of  the  most  glaring 
cases  of  maladministration  to  be  seen  in  the 
whole  department. 

Mr.  MITCHELSON  said  that  as  soon  as  the 
session  was  over  he  would  look  into  these 
matters.  No  person  would  be  retained  in  em- 
ployment when  there  was  no  work  for  him 
to  do. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  he  had  been  asking  all 
the  session  for  a  return  showing  the  cost  of 
supervision  and  administrative  expenditure  in 
connection  with  public  works,  but  he  had  bees 
unable  to  get  it.  He  thought  the  return  had 
been  deliberately  kept  back  so  that  the  House 
might  not  have  it  when  this  discussion  came 
on. 

Major  ATKINSON  said  the  Govetnment 
could  have  no  object  in  keeping  the  retnm 
back ;  but  the  department  had  been  very  cloeely 
pressed  with  work  lately,  and  had  not  had  time 
to  prepare  it. 

Mr.  MITCHELSON  said  he  understood  the 
return  was  now  ready,  and  he  would  lay  it  on 
the  table  on  Monday. 

Vote,  £6,000,  agreed  to. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1887.] 


Supply. 


[HOUSE.] 


Supply. 


847 


PABT  in. 
Class  I. 

Immigration,  £16,820. 

Mr.  WAKD  asked  the  Minister  whether  the 
'work  performed  by  the  Immigration  Officer 
who  received  a  salary  of  £826  was  the  same  as 
that  performed  by  the  Dipdt-master  at  Inver- 
cargill,  who  only  received  £25. 

Mr.  G.  P.  RICHAEDSON  might  say  that, 
-owing  to  the  advanced  period  of  the  year,  the 
Oovemment  were  not  now  able  to  make  any 
substetntial  change ;  but  they  would  deal  with 
the  whole  question  daring  the  recess.  As  to 
the  general  question,  the  Government  had  in- 
tended to  make  suggestions  in  the  direction  of 
promoting  immigration  this  session  ;  but  the 
question  was  so  large,  and  the  press  of  business 
had  been  so  great,  that  it  had  been  impossible 
to  do  so.  The  Government  had  in  contempla- 
tion the  idea  of  equalising  the  cost  of  passage 
to  New  Zealand  to  that  from  Great  Britain  to 
other  colonies  by  reimbursing  a  portion  of  the 
passage-money  by  land-scrip  issuable  by  the 
Agent-General ;  but  that  could  not  be  dealt 
'with  this  session.  The  allowance  of  £10  made 
to  every  nominated  immigrant  and  £10  to  each 
aiSult  who  satisfied  the  Agent-General  that  he 
brought  £100  in  cash  with  him  had  worked 
'With  highly  satisfactory  results,  the  particu- 
lars of  which  were  given  in  the  Public  Works 
Statement  under  the  heading  "  Immigration." 
During  the  recess  the  plan  of  giving  assistance 
to  immigrants  of  a  desirable  class  by  means  of 
land-orders  would  be  fully  considered.  Prac- 
tical farmers  with  capital  should  be  encouraged 
to  come  to  the  colony,  and  a  better  guarantee 
of  the  suitability  of  an  immigrant  could  not  be 
asked  than  the  fact  of  relatives  or  friends  here 
being  willing  to  advance  their  proportion  of  the 
passage-money. 

Mr.  MOSS  moved,  That  the  whole  vote  be 
struck  out,  on  the  groimd  that  it  would  be  an 
indication  that  next  session  our  loans  should 
be  relieved  of  a  burden  which  was  improperly 
put  upon  them.  What  right  had  we  to  bor- 
row money  to  bring  immigrants  here  ?  If  the 
scheme  was  a  good  one,  let  the  cost  of  it  be  put 
on  the  Land  Fund,  or  on  consolidated  revenue. 
The  colony  had  spent  nearly  forty  millions  in 
making  the  country  attractive ;  and  why  should 
we  give  every  person  who  had  £100,  and  wanted 
to  come  out,  £10  for  doing  so  ?  In  the  present 
-condition  of  the  country  the  introduction  of 
tiiese  immigrants  would  only  have  the  effect  of 
driving  old  colonists  out  of  the  country;  for 
they  could  not  get  employment  unless  they 
accepted  a  rate  of  wages  which  was  no  induce- 
ment to  them  to  stay.  The  only  reason  why 
immigration  had  been  adopted  in  the  old  days 
was  that  it  was  charged  on  Land  Fund.  Public 
lajids  were  then  abundant,  and  no  one  objected. 
Then  labouring-men  conld  get  a  little  money, 
and  at  once  relieve  the  labour-market  by  going 
on  the  land ;  but  they  could  not  do  that  now 
without  paying  such  an  amount  for  the  land 
that  it  meant  ruin.  The  House  had  heard  a 
;great  deal  during  the  last  few  days  of  following 
the  example  of  Victoria;  and  we  had  done 
that  in  regard  to  Bail  way  Boards  and  other 


matters :  why,  then,  not  follow  her  example  in 
this  respect  also  ?  Victoria  had  not  found  it 
necessary  to  borrow  one  farthing  to  introduce 
immigrants,  and  had  not  spent  as  much  on 
that  purpose  in  her  whole  existence  as  we  had 
spent  upon  it  out  of  borrowed  money  within 
the  last  few  years.  We  had  spent  something 
like  two  and  a  half  millions  on  immigration, 
and  there  was  no  other  country  in  the  world 
which  had  pursued  such  an  extraordinary 
course.  The  House  had  now  before  it  esti- 
mates of  money  to  come  out  of  loan  amount- 
ing to  some  £8,150,000,  and  out  of  that  there 
was  only  £1,000,000  for  railwajra.  All  the  rest, 
£2,150,000,  was  for  purposes  not  one  of  which 
would  any  other  country  dream  of  borrowing 
money  to  provide  for.  This  policy  could  only 
mean  ruin  made  easy,  and  he  ventured  to  say 
that  if  the  House  decided  to  stop  paying  for 
immigration  out  of  loan  the  Treasurer  would 
be  more  careful  what  else  he  put  on  loan  in 
future.  He  moved  that  the  vote  be  struck  out, 
so  as  to  put  a  stop  to  a  policy  so  destructive  to 
all  hopes  of  sound  finance. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  that  if  ruin  meant  keep- 
ing up  the  supply  of  female  immigrants  he 
could  tell  the  honourable  gentleman  that  there 
were  plenty  of  young  fellows  on  the  West  Coast 
who  would  be  very  glad  to  be  rained  in  that 
way.  If  borrowed  money  was  to  be  spent  on 
roaidB  and  bridges,  why  should  it  not  also  be 
spent  in  bringing  out  a  very  desirable  portion  of 
the  population?  If  immigration  had  not  been 
stopped  as  far  as  single  women  went,  there 
would  have  been  a  very  much  increased  popu- 
lation in  New  Zealand  long  ago.  There  were 
plenty  of  miners  on  the  West  Coast,  in  good 
positions,  who  could  not  get  helpmeets,  and 
even  in  Wellington  and  everywhere  else  there 
'was  a  demand  for  female  servants  which  could 
not  be  supplied.  If  immigration  were  allowed 
free  to  single  women,  the  Emigration  Officers 
being  careful  in  their  selection,  really  good 
girls  would  come  to  the  colony ;  on  arrival  they 
would  get  situations,  and  then  send  for  tbeii 
relatives,  ajid  the  most  desirable  class  of  popu- 
lation would  be  obtained, 

Mr.  ANDERSON  thought  it  was  a  very  in- 
judicious thing  on  the  part  of  the  Government 
to  spend  borrowed  money  on  immigration  when 
there  were  numbers  of  valuable  young  men 
and  women  drifting  from  New  ZealEUid  to  the 
Australian  Colonies.  At  the  present  time, 
when  there  were  so  many  unemployed,  who, 
unless  a  paternal  Government  found  them 
work,  would  be  on  the  verge  of  starvation,  it 
was  surely  unwise  to  spend  money  on  immi- 
gration. He  would  be  in  favour  of  reducing 
the  vote,  but  not  of  cutting  it  out  altogether. 

Mr.  PEACOCK  would  be  glad  if  the  Minis- 
ter would  state  that  in  carrying  out  immigra- 
tion steps  would  be  taken  so  that  only  those 
with  experience  in  agricultural  and  pastoral 
pursuits  would  be  introduced,  and  that  arti- 
sans and  mechanies  would  not  be  able  to  take 
advantage  of  this  vote. 

Mr.  COWAN  hoped  the  vote  would  not  be 
reduced.  So  long  as  assistance  was  given  to 
nominated    immigrants    they   could   not   go 
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wrong,  but  would  get  the  best  class  of  settlers. 
He  wished  to  draw  attention  to  the  inadequate 
provision  made  {or  the  D6p6t-master  at  In- 
Tercargill,  the  centre  of  a  large  agricultural 
district.  In  Donedin  £430  was  granted,  but 
the  D^pdt-master  in  Invercargill  was  only  to 
receive  9s.  7d.  a  day.  It  seemed  to  him  pre- 
posterous. 

Mr.  KERB  said  he  objected  to  bringing  out 
pensioners,  for  they  were  of  no  use  to  this  or 
any  other  country ;  and,  as  to  giving  lands  to 
people  to  come  here,  there  were  thousands  of 
people  here  of  the  best  class  of  settlers  who 
could  not  get  lands.  As  a  rule,  farm-labourers 
who  came  from  Home  knew  nothing  about 
sheep  and  very  little  about  agriculture  as 
those  pursuits  were  followed  in  the  colony. 
He  would  do  all  in  his  power  to  prevent  all 
immigration  but  nominated  immigration.  He 
did  not  know  how  a  man  with  a  few  hundred 
pounds  was  to  settle  with  advantage  on  land  in 
the  country,  for  in  the  best  times  it  was  all 
that  settlers  could  do  to  make  a  living  on  the 
land.  He  hoped  that  people  with  small  capital 
would  not  come  to  the  country,  for  they  would 
certainly  be  ruined,  and  no  good  would  be  done 
to  the  country. 

Dr.  HODGKINSON  hoped  the  vote  would 
be  carried,  and  was  surprised  to  hear  any  oppo- 
sition to  it.  It  was  not  intended  to  bring  out 
labourers,  but  to  induce  men  of  small  means 
to  come,  who  would  be  the  employers  of  labour. 
Ko  better  investment  for  the  colony  could  be 
made  than  this,  and,  if  all  the  public  money 
had  been  spent  as  judiciously  as  it  was  pro- 
posed that  this  should  be,  it  would  have  been 
a  very  good  thing  for  the  country. 

Mr.  M.  J.  S.  MACKENZIE  thought  it  was 
time  that  the  House  very  seriously  took  into 
consideration  the  propriety  of  doing  away  with 
this  vote  altogether.  He  supposed  there  was 
no  member  who  doubted  the  value  of  immigra- 
tion— it  was  an  excellent  thing  to  encourage 
people  to  come  to  the  colony ;  but  it  was  a 
question  of  means  just  now.  They  could  not 
go  on  spending  loan-money  for  ever ;  a  new 
depailiure  must  be  taken  some  time,  and  it 
seemed  to  him  that  this  was  an  appropriate 
time  to  take  it.  The  immigration  vote  had 
been  reduced  before.  In  1882  it  was  only 
£6,000,  and  in  1883  it  was  reduced  to  £3,000, 
and  then  it  rose  again  ;  but  during  these  years 
the  stream  came  into  the  country  at  pretty 
much  the  same  rate  —  there  was  no  great 
variation  in  it.  As  to  attracting  persons  of 
capital  to  this  country,  the  idea  was  excellent ; 
but  he  felt  certain  that  persons  fit  to  become 
the  employers  of  labour  would  come  out  from 
England  without  the  attraction  of  a  cheap 
passage.  He  agreed  with  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Famell  when  he  said  that  a  vote  such 
OS  this  ought  always  to  come  out  of  the  Con- 
solidated Fund ;  and,  if  at  any  time  they  hod  a 
surplus  in  that  fund,  it  could  not  be  better  laid 
out  than  in  attracting  immigrants :  but  until 
they  could  do  it  out  of  the  Consolidated  Fund 
he  maintained  it  was  the  most  ordinary  pru- 
dence to  do  away  with  the  vote.  Of  all  sources 
of  revenue  the  Loud  Fund  was  the  one  from 
Mr.  Cowan 


which  money  should  be  taken  for  attracting 
immigrants  to  the  country.  He  hoped  this 
vote  would  be  wiped  out. 

Mr.  W.  P.  BEEVES  did  not  see  why  this 
vote  should  be  mode  a  scapegoat  when  the 
Committee  was  passing  such  enormous  sums 
for  useless  and  unprofitable  railways.  He  cer- 
tainly did  object,  however,  to  that  port  of  the 
vote  which  was  likely  to  be  spent  in  introducing 
nominated  immigrants.  They  could  not  employ 
the  young  men  and  women  who  were  now  in 
the  colony,  and  it  was  notorious  that  they  wei« 
flocking  to  the  Australian  Colonies.  There  wa* 
no  career  open  to  them  here ;  and  it  was  per- 
fectly monstrous  that  they  should  be  paying  for 
importing  people  while  young  people,  who  had 
the  first  claim  on  the  colony,  were  being  driven 
from  it  for  wont  of  employment.  It  was  alto- 
gether illogical  and  wrong ;  and,  if  nobody  else 
would  attack  the  vote,  fie  would  move.  That, 
in  the  opinion  of  this  House,  nominated  immi- 
gration should  cease  altogether.  As  to  pen- 
sioners, a  more  undesirable  doss  of  settlers 
could  not  be  brought  into  the  country,  and  no 
money  whatever  should  be  spent  in  their  in- 
troduction. 

Mr.  Or.  F.  BICHARDSON  said  that  none  of 
this  money  was  intended  to  be  devoted  to  that 
purpose. 

Mr.  FULTON  thought  it  was  time  this  vote 
upon  the  Loetn  Fund  should  cease.  He  should 
like  to  know  how  much  of  this  vote  was  en- 
gaged. 

Mr.  G.  F.  BICHARDSON  said  that  oU  the 
authority  that  was  asked  beyond  what  was 
absolutely  necessary  to  meet  engagements  to 
the  81st  March  was  £10,000.  He  thought  that 
was  not  too  much  to  ask  until  the  Uovernment 
had  time  to  give  the  matter  full  consideration. 

Mr.  LEVESTAM  would  like  to  know  what 
would  be  done  with  immigrants  when  they  got 
here ;  because  it  was  absurd  to  talk  of  bringing 
people  out  when  there  was  no  work  for  them. 
How,  too,  could  a  man  landing  in  the  colony 
with  a  capital  of  £100  become  an  employer  oi 
labour  ?  If  people  were  brought  out  at  a  time 
when  there  was  no  employment  for  large  num- 
bers already  in  the  oountty,  they  would  only  go 
to  swell  the  ranks  of  the  unemployed. 

Mr.  FULTON  moved,  That  the  vote  be  re- 
duced by  £10,000. 

Mr.  PEACOCK  believed  that  this  contribu- 
tion of  £10  towards  their  passages  would  serve 
as  a  great  inducement  to  a  very  desirable  class 
of  immigrants. 

Dr.  NEWMAN  said  the  whole  country,  front 
end  to  end,  was  flooded  with  people  who  were 
travelling  the  roads  and  could  not  get  woric, 
and,  if  people  were  brought  out  who  hod  not 
sufficient  money  to  enable  them  to  employ 
labour,  they  themselves  would  only  swell  the 
ranks  of  the  unemployed.  The  oities  were 
filled  with  skilled  artisans  and  others  who  did 
not  know  where  to  get  their  next  job,  and  in 
vain  they  travelled  about  from  Wellington  to 
Napier,  to  New  Plymouth,  and  back,  in  search 
of  employment.  The  Oovernment  would  bs 
simply  bringing  out  immigrants  to  people  the 
Australian  Oolomes  if  it  continued  to  bziiig 
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out  those  who  conld  not  become  employers  of 
labour;  and  in  his  opinion  the  amount  of 
£70,000  on  the  loan-schedule  for  immigration 
shonld  be  struck  out. 

Dr.  PITCHETT  thought  it  would  be  right  to 
strike  out  what  was  intended  for  nominated 
immigration  ;  and,  if  the  vote  were  reduced  b; 
£3,000,  the  Government  should  take  that  as 
indicating  the  opinion  of  the  Committee  that 
nominated  immigration  should  cease.  If  a 
man,  by  bard  work  under  the  unfavoiuable 
conditions  of  the  English  labour-market,  gave 
mioh  evidence  of  thrift  and  backbone  as  to  be 
possessed  of  £100,  he  thought  such  a  man 
wonld  be  certain  to  succeed  in  Kew  Zealand, 
Bxid  that  was  a  very  desirable  class  of  settler  to 
introduce. 

Mr.  O'CALLAOHAN  said  the  object  of  the 
first  immigration  vote,  and  the  ostensible  object 
of  every  snch  vote  since,  had  been  to  provide 
labour  for  the  imblic  works.  Now  we  were 
cntting  down  the  public  -  works  expenditure, 
and  yet  it  was.  asked  that  we  should  import 
labour.  It  was  perfectly  evident  that  there 
wag  now  more  than  enough  labour  in  the 
colony  for  our  reduced  public  works,  and 
therefore  to  vote  money  for  immigration  was 
simply  throwing  it  away.  As  to  bringing  out 
people  with  capital  at  the  cost  of  the  colony, 
woald  it  not  be  far  wiser  to  give  the  money 
to  provide  with  capital  people  already  in  the 
conntry,  to  enable  them  to  go  on  the  land — 
hand  it  to  young  farmers  who  wanted  to  go  on 
land,  but  whose  means  were  too  small  7  Here 
we  were  actually  throwing  away  money  to  pro- 
vide a  thing  we  did  not  want.  More  than  that, 
we  were  actually  going  into  debt  to  do  it,  for  it 
was  to  be  done  with  borrowed  money.  It  was 
the  maddest  thing  ever  done,  and  he  earnestly 
hop^d  the  vote  would  not  be  passed.  The  vote 
for  this  purpose  had,  after  much  fighting,  been 
reduced  some  years  ago,  and  yet  it  was  now 
proposed  to  increase  it  again,  when  it  was  less 
wanted  than  ever,  merely  to  satisfy  the  cry  of 
a  few  people  who  had  fads  in  their  heads. 

Mr.  W.  P.  REEVES  said,  if  the  amendment 
of  the  honourable  member  for  the  Taieri  were 
lost  he  should  move  to  reduce  the  vote  by 
£8,000. 

Mr.  MOSS  said  there  had  been  an  attack  on 
this  vote  for  years  past,  and  a  small  reduction 
had  always  been  made,  which  the  Minister  as 
constantly  said  he  would  accept  as  an  indica- 
tion of  the  views  of  the  Committee.  But  the 
Ckimmittee  had  never  succeeded  in  getting 
effect  given  to  its  wishes,  and  it  never  would 
until  it  struck  out  the  vote  altogether.  They 
should  not  allow  this  vote  to  appear  on  the 
loon  estimates  at  all.  Put  it,  if  it  must  be 
voted,  on  the  consolidated  revenue,  and  then  it 
would  at  least  be  kept  within  due  bounds. 
They  had  begun  the  session  with  great  inten- 
tions of  reform ;  yet  a  more  mad  appropria- 
tion of  loan-money  than  the  present  estimates 
displayed  was  never  asked  for  in  the  House. 
Out  of  over  three  millions  proposed  on  these 
so-called  public-works  estimates,  less  than  one 
million  was  for  railways.  How  could  any 
country  stand  such  a  policy?     It  was  worse 
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than  anything  he  had  yet  seen.  Only  one- 
third  of  the  money  was  for  railways ;  yet  they 
were  told  last  session  by  the  then  Govern- 
ment that  there  was  to  be  no  more  borrowing 
except  for  railways.  Now  we  were  to  spend 
less  than  one  million  for  railways,  and  over  two 
millions  for  all  kinds  of  other  purposes.  They 
should  strike  out  the  whole  vote,  as  an  indica- 
tion of  the  will  of  the  Committee  that  they 
did  not  wish  immigration,  at  all  events,  to  ap- 
pear again  on  the  estimates ;  oc,  if  any  of  the 
vote  was  left,  it  shonld  be  just  sufficient  to 
meet  liabilities  already  incurred,  and  not  one 
pound  more.  He  did  think  it  was  high  time 
they  made  a  firm  stand,  so  that  the  vote  should 
never  more  appear  on  the  estimates. 

Mr.  G.  P.  RICHARDSON  said  the  vote  of 
£16,720  must  be  passed,  if  the  Committee  did 
not  want  the  Government  to  be  unable  to  meet 
its  liabilities.  It  would  be  quite  open  to  decide 
as  to  what  should  be  done  in  the  future ;  but 
the  amount  now  asked  for  there  was  no  option 
about. 

Mr.  GADMAN  asked  what  were  the  duties  of 
the  Immigration  Officers.  Over  £1,300  was  set 
down  for  their  salaries,  which  seemed  a  very 
large  sum  to  administer  so  small  a  vote.  What 
could  these  officers  have  to  do,  now  that  immi- 
gration had  virtually  stopped  ? 

Mr.  G.  P.  RICHARDSON  said  the  whole 
matter  would  be  revised  by  the  Government. 
At  present  things  were  sot  down  just  8,3  they 
had  stood  in  the  past. 

Mr.  O'GALLAGHAN  said  it  appeared  impos- 
sible to  cut  down  the  vote  by  £10,000,  as  proposed ; 
but  they  ought  to  obtain  an  assurance  from  the 
Government  that  no  further  sum  should  be 
spent  on  immigration.  They  must  vote  this 
£16,720,  after  the  Minister's  explanation  ;  but 
they  shonld  express  an  opinion  which  would  in- 
duce the  Government  to  stop  spending  money 
on  immigration  beyond  the  amount  the  Com- 
mittee was  now  asked  to  vote.  He  hoped  that 
would  be  done. 

Mr.  MILLS  hoped,  as  there  was  so  much 
business  yet  to  be  done,  they  would  not  spend 
more  time  in  discussing  whether  they  should 
vote  what  had  already  been  spent,  and  therefore 
what  must  be  voted.  They  would  be  {uUy  able 
to  come  to  a  decision  and  express  their  views  as 
to  farther  expenditure  on  immigration  when  on 
the  schedule  of  the  Loan  Bill,  which  included 
£70,000  for  immigration. 

Mr.  PULTON  said  the  Committee  should 
come  to  a  decision  which  would  prevent  com- 
mitments being  made  in  the  future.  They 
could  do  that  by  reducing  the  vote  by  £10,000, 
as  he  proposed.  The  Minister  would  then  have 
to  meet  his  engagements  out  of  unauthorised 
expenditure,  and  no  harm  would  be  done,  and 
the  honourable  gentleman  would  recognise  the 
wish  of  the  Committee  that  he  should  not 
make  any  further  engagements  at  all.  It 
would  therefore  be  quite  competent  for  the 
Committee  to  cut  down  the  vote  by  £10,000. 
It  was  a  matter  that  deserved  the  most  careful 
consideration. 

Mr.  KELLY  said  this  vote  was  very  small, 
and  there  were  many  people  in  the  colony  who 
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wanted  to  sominate  their  friends  at  Home. 
Every  person  landed  in  the  colony  -was  worth 
£7  a  year  to  the  colony,  and  so  in  less  than  the 
two  years  he  repaid  the  colony  the  £10  it  might 
spend  to  get  him  here.  He  hoped  honourable 
members  would  not  take  so  narrow  a  view  of 
this  matter  as  many  of  them  seemed  inclined 
to  do.    He  should  support  the  vote. 

Mr.  O'CALLAGHAH  said,  if  the  honourable 
member  for  the  Taieri  insisted  on  pressing  his 
amendment  to  reduce  the  item  by  £10,000  he 
would  lose  the  votes  of  many  honourable  mem- 
bers, because  it  had  been  shown  that  it  was 
impossible  to  reduce  it  by  so  much.  He 
thought  the  Committee  might  express  its  de- 
cided opinion  by  reducing  the  vote  by  £20.  If 
the  amendment  of  the  honourable  member  for 
the  Taieri  was  not  carried  he  should  move  to 
reduce  the  vote  by  £20,  so  as  to  enable  the 
Committee  to  plainly  express  its  opinion  to  the 
Qovernment  that  there  should  be  no  further 
expenditure  at  all  on  immigration. 

Mr.  TAIWHANGA  could  not  understand  why 
there  should  be  so  much  objection  to  this  vote 
on  the  part  of  the  European  members.  The 
introduction  of  people  to  the  country  meant  an 
increase  to  the  revenue,  and  if  the  right  sort 
of  people  were  brought  oat  it  increased  the 
value  of  the  land,  and  made  things  prosperous. 
If  the  Natives  had  control  of  their  own  lands 
they  would  soon  raise  a  loan  on  them,  and 
spend  it  in  bringing  people  out  to  the  country, 
because  they  could  see,  if  the  Europeans  could 
not  see  it,  that  they  would  greatly  add  to  the 
value  of  their  lands  by  so  doing. 

Mr.  BEETHAM  congratulated  the  honour- 
Able  member  for  the  Northern  Maori  District 
on  the  common-sense  tone  of  his  remarks, 
which  offered  a  very  good  example  to  many 
members  who  had  bad  great  experience  in  the 
House.  It  seemed  as  if  some  honourable  mem- 
bers thought  that  New  Zealand  was  going  to  bo 
saved  by  a  cheeseparing  policy  ;  but  he  had  no 
such  notion.  He  believed  that,  if  the  colony 
was  to  be  put  on  the  right  path  again,  it  must 
be  by  a  systematic  method  of  dealing  with  the 
Crown  lands,  and  the  introduction  of  the  proper 
class  of  people  ;  and  money  spent  in  that  direc- 
tion would  be  well  spent.  He  bad  been  sur- 
prised at  the  remarks  which  had  fallen  from 
some  honourable  members  whom  he  had  always 
regarded  as  men  of  common-sense,  in  regard 
to  this  question.  Among  these  he  included 
the  honourable  member  for  the  Taieri,  and  he 
confessed  that  he  could  not  understand  that 
honourable  gentleman  taking  up  the  line  of 
argument  he  had  taken  up.  It  was  in  remark- 
able contrast  with  what  had  fallen  from  the 
honourable  member  for  the  Northern  Maori 
District,  who  had  grasped  the  idea  of  borrow- 
ing money  to  settle  his  lands,  just  as  any 
bnsiness-man  would  do. 

Mr.  STUAUT-MENTEATH  thought  that,  if 
this  vote  were  placed  on  the  estimates  for  the 
purpose  of  attracting  population  to  the  colony, 
for  the  purpose  of  inducing  people  with  capital 
to  come,  it  would  have  just  the  opposite  effect. 
The  English  farmer  with  a  little  capital,  be- 
fore he  decided  to  emigrate,  looked  a  little  into 
Mr.  Kelly 


the  affairs  of  the  country  he  was  thinting  cf 
going  to ;  and  if  he  found  that  the  Government 
of  the  colony  were  taking  votes  year  after 
year  out  of  loan,  in  order  to  introduce  popula- 
tion to  the  country,— if  he  found  that  nseleas 
railways  were  being  constructed, — if  he  found 
that  it  was  hard  to  get  land  except  at  a  hi^ 
price, — if  he  found  that,  when  he  got  out  hen 
and  got  a  piece  of  land,  the  next  day  in  all 
probability  a  bursting -up  land-tax  would  be 
put  upon  him,  or,  at  any  rate,  that  the  im- 
position of  a  tax  of  that  sort  was  a  ques- 
tion within  the  range  of  practical  polities 
in  the  colony, — if  he  found  that,  should  he  be 
absent  from  the  colony  for  a  year,  he  would  be 
treated  as  an  absentee,  and  specially  taxed,  if 
some  people  could  have  their  way, — U  he  found 
that  there  wSiS  a  sort  of  war  being  carried  on 
against  settlers, — ^if  be  found  that  there  wereaU 
sorts  of  proposals  to  harass  a  settler  who  ac- 
quired a  httle  money — if  an  intending  emigraot 
found  out  these  things,  he  would  naturally 
eschew  the  coimtry  where  such  things  vren 
done,  where  such  things  were  seriously  talked 
of.  So  long  as  steps  were  taken  to  can- 
tinue  bringing  out  immigrants  by  borroiringi 
by  heaping  up  the  debt,  our  action  would  have 
the  strongest  tendency  to  prevent  honest, 
hardworking,  sensible  farmers  from  cominK 
to  the  colony.  With  regard  to  the  namiiiated 
immigrants  he  thought  that  the  honouiaUe 
member  for  the  Northern  MeM>ri  District  and 
the  honourable  member  for  Masterton  had  this 
point  in  common  :  They  both  looked  upon  im- 
migration from  the  point  of  view  of  an  increase 
in  the  value  of  landed  property  which  they  al- 
ready possessed.  If  he  had  a  large  estate  in  the 
colony  he  should  decidedly  try  to  get  the  tax- 
payer to  join  in  paying  to  introduce  popnlaticB 
mto  it,  because  it  would  undoubtedly  have  the 
effect  of  enhancing  the  value  of  the  estate 
which  he  possessed :  but  he  would  satnnit  to 
the  House  and  to  those  who  were  interested 
in  landed  property  that  in  the  present  eix- 
cumstances  that  was  a  shortsighted  policy,  a 
policy  which  must  recoil  upon  the  landownot 
themselves ;  for  the  more  people  that  were  in- 
troduced into  the  colony  during  a  time  of  de- 
pression the  stronger  would  become  the  cry  of 
the  landless  for  a  share  in  those  estates  which 
the  landowners  possessed,  and  the  greater  would 
be  the  political  difficulties  which  the  land- 
owners would  make  for  themselves.  To  force 
into  the  colony  more  labour  than  capital  cooU 
employ  would  lead  to  greater  political  dis- 
turbance than  we  had  yet  seen ;  and  he  was 
convinced  that  injudicious  action  of  this  kind 
in  the  past  had  led  to  a  great  deal  of  the 
trouble  that  had  been  experienced.  If  popu- 
lation heul  been  allowed  to  come  to  the  colonv 
in  its  natural  course,  and  had  settled  itself 
into  the  natural  industries  of  the  colony,  theia 
would  have  been  none  of  this  political  ebb  and 
flow  of  the  wildest  kind  that  they  had  at  the 
present  time.  He  was  surprised  that  tfaoM 
honourable  gentlemen  who  were  landownen 
had  not  by  this  time  learned  prudence  by  ex- 
perience. He  should  certainly  vote  for  the 
amendment. 
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Mr.  M.  J.  S.  MACKENZIE  said  it  appeared 
to  him  that  many  speakers  had  misconceived 
the  nature  of  the  objectious  whinh  he  and 
others  had  raised  against  this  vote.  It  was 
not  a  question  of  cheeseparing  as  against 
«xtravagance,  as  the  honourable  member  for 
Masterton  had  said ;  it  was  not  a  question  of 
■topping  immigration,  as  he  had  suggested — 
many  of  the  members  who  were  opposing  this 
vote  were  quite  in  favour  of  immigration  being 
«ncouraged :  the  question  was  as  to  the  source 
from  which  the  money  was  to  come.  What 
he  objected  to  was  the  money  coming  out  of 
loan.  If  the  revenue  would  not  supply  the 
money  necessary  for  this  purpose,  no  money 
should  be  spent  in  this  direction.  The  time 
Would  soon  come  when  there  would  be  no  money 
to  spend  out  of  loan ;  and  the  colony  might 
as  well  at  once  commence  with  this  item  in 
reducing  their  loan  expenditure.  This  money 
'was  put  down  on  the  estimates  more  from  habit 
than  from  anything  else. 

Mr.  BBUCE  could  not  help  thinking  that 
there  was  a  very  great  deal  of  misapprehension 
in  reference  to  the  value  of  immigration  to  the 
colony.    It  had  been  stated  that  an  immigrant 
was  worth  so  much  to  New  Zealand — a  man 
at  a  certain  time  of  life,  or  of  a  certain  occupa- 
tion.   Some    honourable   gentlemen    thought 
that  such  a  man   was    worth  £200.     At  any 
rate,  difierent  estimates  were  placed  before  the 
House  from  time  to  time.     But,  as  a  matter  of 
fact,  those  estimates  were  what  he  might  call 
jumping  at   conclusions  ;    because  colonising 
must  extend.    These  men  went  into  the  bush 
and    settled  the  country ;  but  they  required 
loads  to  be  made  for  them,  and  required  edaoa- 
tional  expenditure  in  outlying  districts,  which 
in  reality  was  of  an  expensive  character :  and 
therefore  he  did  not  believe  that  immigration, 
Irom  some  points  of  view,  was  so  beneficial  as 
some  people  were  inclined  to  believe.     How- 
ever, he   quite  admitted  the   value  of  immi- 
grants of  the  right  class ;  and  what  he  wished 
to  impress  upon  the  Committee  was  this  :  that 
the  House  must  strive  to  preserve  the  equili- 
brium between  labour  and  capital.    It  must 
not  introduce  more  labour  into  New  Zealand 
than  the  capital  of  the  colony  could  absorb, 
and  he  thought  that  at  the  present  time,  when 
the  price  of  produce  was  so  low — so  low  as 
compared  with  what  it  had  been — it  would  be 
injudicious  to  spend  money  out  of  loan  on  the 
introduction   of  labourers.    As  to  introducing 
men  of  capital,  he  did  not  believe  that  any 
of  these  fancy  schemes  would  have  much  re- 
sult in  that  direction.    If  the  colony  adopted 
wise  methods  of  disposing  of  the  hmd,  if  the 
land  was  sold  to  people  on  as  favourable  terms 
as  they  could  secure  by  crossing  the  Atlantic, 
if  the  colony  gave  them  freehold  tenure,  and 
did  not  disturb  the  political  system  by  fads — if 
he  might  use  such  a  term — like  perpetual  leas- 
ing, then  the  colony  would,  he  doubted  not,  get 
its  share  of  the  best  class  of  immigrants.    He 
had  listened  with  a  little  surprise,  he  must  ad- 
mit, to  the  argument  that  immigration  would 
increase  the  price  of  land,  ajid  must  be  sup- 
ported for  that  reason.    He  had  a  little  land  in 


the  colony,  and  he  would  like  to  see  it  increase 
in  value ;  but  he  would  not  endeavour  to  in- 
directly increase  its  value  by  borrowing  money 
on  it  to  spend  on  immigration.  That  would  be 
a  very  bad  investment,  for  the  reasons  pointed 
out  by  the  honourable  member  for  the  Taieri. 

Sir  G.  GREY  thought  there  was  a  consider- 
able misunderstanding  as  to  this  vote.  The 
honourable  gentleman  who  last  spoke  pointed 
very  justly  to  the  equilibrmn  which  should  be 
maintained  between  the  supply  of  labour  and 
the  demand  for  it,  and  he  could  not  help  think- 
ing we  should  never  get  that  by  using  borrowed 
money  to  import  labour.  The  true  measure  of 
equilibrium  would  be,  that  our  revenue  should 
be  BO  large,  and  we  were  paid  such  a  price  for 
our  produce,  that  there  was  a  demand  for 
labour  in  the  colony.  Then  we  might  import 
labour  at  the  public  expense.  But  we  should 
remember  that  to  ask  the  whole  population  to 
tax  themselves  in  order  to  introduce  labour  at 
the  present  time  would  be  absolute  cruelty. 
Nothing  could  be  more  humiliating  to  human 
beings,  many  of  whom  could  not  get  work  for 
themselves,  than  to  be  called  upon  to  contri- 
bute out  of  the  small  sums  they  possessed 
to  make  it  more  difficult  for  them  to  live  and 
to  support  their  families.  The  Government  had 
positively  refused  to  adopt  a  plan  proposed  to 
them  of  encouraging  settlement  on  the  laud  by 
the  young  people  of  our  own  population ;  and, 
if  they  were  going  to  give  bounties  to  people 
for  settling  on  the  land,  those  bounties  should 
be  given  to  our  own  young  people.  But  that 
had  been  refused,  and  at  the  very  same  time 
the  Government  was  going  to  give  bounties  to 
foreigners  to  come  here  and  inorestse  the  dis- 
tress which  already  existed.  Persons  living  in 
the  colony  could  not  get  land ;  and  what  could 
be  more  cruel  than  to  say  to  them  that  they 
should  be  taxed  to  introduce  people  with  the 
absolute  intention  of  increasing  the  price  of 
land,  and  rendering  the  wealthy  more  wealthy 
than  they  were?  He  thought  that,  having  re- 
fused to  aid  our  own  people  to  get  on  the  land, 
and  having  refused  to  take  oS  the  burden 
which  pressed  upon  them  in  the  form  of  too 
high  rents,  the  House  was  bound  to  refuse  to 
pay  one  single  penny  in  the  way  of  taxation 
to  introduce  immigrants.  A  policy  of  justice, 
good-faith,  and  mercy  to  their  fellow-country- 
men called  upon  them  to  follow  this  course, 
and  he  would  vote  for  a  motion  that  would 
take  from  the  Government  the  power  of  in- 
troducing any  immigrants  at  the  public  ex- 
pense. 

Mr.  BEETHAM  had  not  heard  what  fell 
from  the  honourable  member  for  Mount  Ida, 
but  he  would  like  that  honourable  gentleman 
to  understand  that  he  did  not  apply  his  re- 
marks to  this  vote,  but  referred  to  the  action  of 
the  honourable  gentleman,  and  of  the  honour- 
able member  for  the  Taieri,  as  being  against 
the  principle  of  the  vote.  He  alluded  to  the 
future,  and  argued  that  the  cutting-down  of  the 
salaries  of  the  Civil  servants,  and  such  savings, 
would  not  do  for  New  Zealand  what  would  be 
done  by  a  policy  which  would  introduce  a 
proper  class  of  settlers  on  the  land. 
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Major  ATKINSON  said  the  Govemment  hod 
in  no  Mray  refused  to  provide  means  for  the 
settlement  of  our  own  people  on  the  land. 
They  had  passed  an  Act  this  session  which 
would  greatly  facilitate  that,  and  he  did  not 
wish  it  to  go  forth  that  the  action  of  the  House 
had  been  adverse  to  settlement.  Nor  had 
they  refused  to  relieve  those  persons  who  were 
suffering  from  too  high  rents,  for  they  had  also 
made  provision  against  that,  so  that  no  one 
should  suffer  between  this  time  and  such  time 
as  Parliament  would  meat  again.  With  regard 
to  the  vote  now  before  them,  there  was  one  thing 
on  which  they  were  all  agreed,  and  that  was 
that  they  did  not  want  to  introduce  a  large 
quantity  of  labour.  As  far  as  he  had  listened 
to  the  arguments,  he  had  not  heard  a  single 
honourable  member  propose  that ;  but  speakers 
who  had  opposed  the  immigration  vote  seemed 
to  assume  that  this  was  the  object  of  it.  That 
was  not  its  object,  and  that  would  not  be  its 
result.  There  were  two  special  difficulties  in  the 
way  of  getting  suitable  immigrants  to  come 
here :  one  was  the  uncertainty  of  our  lajid- 
laws,  and  the  other  was  the  fear  of  taxation. 
That  deterred  a  Iturge  number  of  our  own  young 
men  from  going  on  the  land,  and  induced  them 
to  seek  other  employment,  as  he  cotild  say  from 
personal  expenence  amongst  his  own  neigh- 
bours. That  was  one  great  difficulty ;  and  an- 
other was  that  we  were  at  the  end  of  the  world, 
and  the  passage-money  here  was  a  serious  item 
as  compared  with  the  passage-money  to  other 
colonies,  which  were  offering  favourable  terms 
and  good  land.  It  seemed  to  him  that,  if  the 
Government  could  by  any  means  equalise  the 
passage-money,  with  the  great  advantages  of 
olimate  and  soil  and  other  matters  which  New 
Zealand  had,  we  could  greatly  increase  our  im- 
migration. He  hoped  that  the  present  Land 
Act  would  enable  them  by  next  session  to  have 
got  matters  into  such  a  shape  that  persons 
coming  from  England,  as  well  as  our  own 
young  men,  would  be  able  to  get  land  without 
difficulty,  and  without  having  to  knock  about 
the  towns  for  month  after  month  without  being 
able  to  get  the  land  they  wanted.  He  hoped, 
also,  that  they  would  be  able  to  contrive  some 
means  by  which  people  with  moderate  capital 
could  come  to  this  colony  at  something  like  the 
cost  at  which  they  could  get  to  other  colonies 
which  were  competing  with  us.  To  do  that  we 
must  give  them  some  assistance,  either  in  money 
or  in  land-grants,  which  latter  he  would  much 
prefer  if  we  could  afford  it.  He  agreed  with 
those  who  said  that  all  this  should  come  from 
surplus  Ijand  Fund ;  but  was  it  wise,  in  our 
present  position,  while  greatly  reducing  borrow- 
ing, and  endeavouring — and,  he  hoped,  success- 
fully— to  bring  it  to  an  end,  and  while  we  were 
Still  using  borrowed  money  for  making  roads 
and  railways,  to  cease  to  give  assistance  to  the 
introduction  of  that  class  of  immigrants  which 
the  colony  wanted — namely,  the  small  farmers  ? 
He  could  not,  perhaps,  see  as  far  as  some 
honourable  members,  and  was  not  prepared  to 
take  the  heroic  measures  they  would.  They 
no  doubt  believed  honestly  that  by  stopping 
boirowing  suddenly  the  colony  womd  teoover 


more  rapidly  than  under  the  proposals  of  tha 
Government ;  but  he  contended  that  it  would 
not ;  and,  believing  that,  he  asked,  would 
they  be  wise  in  cutting  off  all  immigra- 
tion of  a  proper  class  until  the  consolidated 
revenue  was  restored?  He  ventured  to  say 
that  for  two  or  three  years,  unless  our  produce 
greatly  increased  in  price,  it  would  be  abso- 
lutely impossible  to  provide  out  of  revenue 
any  amount  of  money  to  devote  to  this  purpose 
— that  was,  to  equalising  the  passage-money  to- 
this  colony  to  that  paid  to  get  to  other  colonies. 
Would  it  not  be  wise  to  put  aside  a  moderate 
amount  for  that  purpose  ?  To  his  mind  it 
would  be,  and  that  was  the  reason  why  he 
wished  to  see  this  vote  passed.  He  did  not 
beUeve  in  introducing  more  labour :  that  would 
be  a  fatal  mistake,  and  do  a  great  deal  of  harm. 
Nor  had  he  any  leaning  towards  raising  the 
price  of  land.  One  of  the  great  difficulties  «t 
the  present  time  was  that  the  land  was  at  s 
fictitious  value,  and  above  what  it  would  pro- 
duce. He  hoped  the  Committee  would  not  be 
carried  away  by  any  sentiment  or  any  idea 
that  the  Government  were  proposing  to  intro- 
duce labour  with  a  view  to  raise  the  price  of 
land.  He  would  be  no  party  to  snch  a  thing ; 
but  he  would  be  a  party  to  equalising  the  cost 
of  passage  to  New  Zealand  to  that  to  other 
colonies ;  and,  if,  under  liberaJ  land  -  laws, 
people,  on  their  arrival  here,  could  at  once  get 
their  land,  that  wsts  what  was  wanted.  'Shi 
colony  could  not  afford  to  give  very  special 
inducements,  as  some  honourable  gentlemen 
would  do,  to  our  young  men  to  go  on  the  land ; 
it  could  not  afford  to  build  houses  and  stock 
their  land  for  them  ;  but  the  Government  had 
proposed  and  carried  measures  which  would 
enable  the  young  men  of  New  Zealand  to  get 
land  at  a  reasonable  rate,  and  without  the 
difficulty  that  had  hitherto  existed.  He  hoped 
the  Committee  would  see  its  way  to  granting 
this  vote,  as  it  was  one  on  which  he  considered 
our  prosperity  greatly  depended. 

Mr.  M.  J.  S.  MACKENZIE  said  that,  not- 
withstanding what  the  Premier  had  stated,  he 
hoped  the  Committee  would  not  grant  thii 
vote.  The  Premier  had  said  what  was  no 
doubt  worthy  of  attention,  but  nothing  t» 
induce  them  to  continue  expenditure  for  this 

Eurpose.  He  had  said  something  about  an 
eroio  policy ;  but  it  was  not  heroism  that  was 
demanded,  for  what  was  proposed  was  not  a  re- 
duction in  the  sum  that  had  for  some  time  back 
been  spent  upon  immigration,  but  aji  increase. 
Then,  SiS  to  the  attraction  of  capital  here,  it 
was  not  in  the  least  necessary  to  spend  money 
upon  immigration  to  attract  persons  here  who  , 
would  become  the  employers  of  labour.  He 
believed  that  the  cessation  of  borrowing  would 
render  the  country  much  more  attractive  to 
persons  who  would  become  the  employers  of 
labour  than  a  paltry  vote  of  this  character. 
The  Premier  must  have  forgotten  that  Victoria 
attiracted  a  far  larger  number  of  persons  than 
New  Zealand  did,  although  Victoria  spent  so 
money  on  immigration.  There  was  no  doubt 
at  all  that,  if  they  were  to  Bx>end  money  fn 
this  purpose,  it  should  be  oat  of  levenue.    To 
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ike  it  from  loan  was  a  most  pernicious  and 
ztiavagant  policy. 

Mr.  O'OALiLAGHAN  wished  to  point  out 
bat,  though  the  Premier  had  said  that  one  of 
be  great  difficulties  we  had  to  contend  with 
ras  the  high  price  oi  land,  he  proposed  to  in- 
coduce  immigrants  with  capital,  who  would 
ompete  for  the  land,  and  thus  increase  its 
alue.  He  (Mr.  O'CoIlaghan)  wished  to  know 
rhy  they  should  spend  borrowed  money  to  im- 
ort  those  who  would  compete  for  land  the 
rice  of  which  was  too  high  already. 

Sir  0.  OBEY  was  sati&ed  they  ought  not  to 
How  immigration  to  go  on.  The  Premier  had 
lade  no  answer  whatever  to  the  objection  that 
i  was  a  cruel  proposal  to  ask  the  people  of  this 
onntry  to  tax  ^emselves  to  do  that  which 
rould  increase  their  miseries.  Let  the  Pre- 
lier  open  the  lands  of  the  country  on  some 
rise  and  fair  principle.  No  such  principle  was 
fiveloped  in  the  present  Land  Bill,  which 
laa  a  mere  repetition  of  old  things  tried  be- 
3re  ad  nauseam,  and  which  had  been  of  no 
ood  whatever.  Let  him  march  with  the  pro- 
ress  of  the  times.  Other  countries  were  giving 
uid  for  nothing — land  of  the  finest  kind — and 
eqairing  only  a  short  residence  of  three  years, 
.nd  were  giving  funds  to  help  immigrants, 
'hat  assistance  was  given  to  foreigners,  while 
re  were  doing  nothing.  The  subject  had  been 
Tossly  neglected  during  the  present  session ; 
jid  it  was  the  duty  of  the  Committee  to  have 
ecourse  to  the  heroic  policy  of  absolutely 
efusing  to  vote  any  sums  at  all  for  immigra- 
ion  during  the  present  session. 

Mr.  R.  THOMPSON  thought  the  time  had 
xrived  when  they  should  cease  to  spend  bor- 
owed  money  on  immigration  ;  and  he  trusted 
he  Committee  would  carry  the  amendment  as 
a  indication  that  borrowed  money  should  be 
10  longer  spent  for  this  purpose.  At  the  pre- 
ent  time  the  best  class  of  our  young  men,  the 
ons  of  country  settlers,  were  leaving  the 
olony  by  the  hundred,  becanse  there  was  no 
nduccment  to  them  to  settle  on  the  land.  He 
loped  the  Committee  would  take  a  decided 
tand,  and  support  the  amendment  of  the 
lonourable  member  for  the  Taieri. 

Jlr.  GRIMMOND  said  the  honourable  mem- 
ler  for  Auckland  Central  had  asked  them  to 
.dopt  the  heroic  policy  of  throwing  out  this 
ote ;  but  he  thought  it  would  be  an  instance 
>f  Spartan  heroism  if,  when  we  had  no  money 
if  our  own,  we  borrowed  money  to  bring  people 
lUt  to  compete  with  us.  He  hoped  the  House 
rould  agree  to  the  amendment  of  the  honour- 
.ble  member  for  the  Taieri.  They  had  heard 
hat  it  was  not  intended  to  bring  out  labourers, 
lUt  he  thought  that  immigration  was  for  the 
lurpose  of  bringing  in  a  supply  of  labour  when 
t  was  required.  Why  should  they  borrow 
Qoney  to  bring  out  wealthy  people  ?  Was  it 
atended  that  they  should  bring  out  tourists  to 
ook  at  the  country  1 

Mr.  TANNER  said  this  was  not  a  fresh 
oan  for  immigration,  but  merely  a  proposal 
kSecting  the  unexpended  balance,  which  was 
o  be  applied  so  as  to  induce  the  very  class  of 
)erson8  to  come  out  that  everybody  had  been 


declaring  the  country  wanted — people  who 
would  bring  out  capital  with  them  and  settle 
upon  the  lands.  It  was  to  him  utterly  inex- 
plicable that  obstacles  should  be  thrown  in  the 
way  of  this  vote. 

Mr.  SAMUEL  thought  it  must  be  clear  that 
the  object  of  the  vote  was  not  to  procure  cheap 
labour.  He  believed  that  no  Government 
could  continue  in  office  that  would  use  an  im- 
migration vote  for  that  purpose ;  and  there- 
fore, to  put  it  on  the  lowest  ground,  no  Govern- 
ment would,  for  its  own  sake,  use  the  money 
for  such  a  purpose.  What  wag  to  be  done  was 
to  offer  facilities  to  the  right  class  of  immi- 
grants to  come  here.  They  might  safely  vote 
this  sum,  and  he  might  say  he  wished  its 
amount  had  been  larger,  and  that  some  of  the 
money  they  were  devoting  to  public  buildings 
and  unproductive  works  had  been  applied  to 
this  purpose. 

Mr.  TURNBULL  would  specially  point  out  to 
the  Colonial  Treasurer  that  he  would  not  need 
to  go  to  England  for  people  with  capital  if  the 
lands  of  the  colony  were  opened  up.  He  knew 
of  numbers  of  men  who  had  saved  up  consider- 
able sums,  and  had  left  New  Zealand  for  Aus- 
tralia, simply  because  they  could  not  get  land 
here.  But  if  the  land  were  opened,  as  was  ex- 
pected imder  the  new  Land  Bill,  these  people 
would  return  to  New  Zealand  from  Australia, 
and  settle  permanently  in  this  country.  There 
was  no  hope  of  this  so  long  as  twelve  million 
acres  were  held  under  lease  by  only  l,92i 
persons.  As  soon  as  the  land  was  thrown  open 
for  bond  fide  settlement  they  would  have  no 
need  to  go  to  England  for  settlers,  as  those  who 
had  gone  to  Australia  would  return  and  take 
up  land. 

Mr.  TAYLOR  said  they  would  be  simply 
throwing  money  away  if  they  used  it  for  the 
purpose  of  bringing  out  people  with  capital, 
unless  these  people  were  bound  to  reside  in  the 
colony  for  a  certain  time.  Otherwise  they 
would  simply  go  over  to  Australia. 

The  Committee  divided  on  the  question, 
"That  the  vote,  *  Immigration,  £16,720,'  be 
reduced  by  £10,000." 
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Seymoui  Valentine  TelUn. 

Smith  Whyte  Beetham 

Taiwhanga        V^ithy.  Tanner. 

Pmbs. 
For.  Againtt. 

McKenzie,  J.  Pergua 

Stuart-Menteatb.        Feacoek. 
Majority  foi,  13. 
Amendment  carried,  and  vote  as  reduced, 
£6,720,  agreed  to. 

CONSOLIDATED  FUND. 

Class  I. — LxouiiATrvis  Dbpabthemt. 

Vote,  Legislative  Department,  £26,000. 

Mr.  PEACOCK  hoped  the  Premier  would 
state  the  intentions  of  the  Government  about 
this  vote. 

Major  ATKINSON  said  it  was  proposed  to 
take  oS  the  amounts  in  addition  to  statutory 
salaries,  not  to  pay  Chairmen  of  Select  Com- 
mittees, and  to  make  reasonable  reductions  in 
other  officers'  salaries. 

Mr.  PEACOCK  asked  when  the  reductions 
would  take  effect. 

Major  ATKINSON  said  nine  months  of  the 
financial  year  had  already  expired,  and  the 
officers  had  drawn  the  present  rates  for  that 
time,  and  they  should  of  course  receive  proper 
notice  of  the  reduction.  The  House  would 
no  doubt  wish  its  officers  to  receive  proper 
notice  before  any  reduction  was  made. 

Mr.  EULTON  said  there  was  another  ques- 
tion which  had  engaged  the  attention  of  the 
Committee  year  after  year,  and  that  was  as  to 
who  was  responsible  for  these  estimates.  They 
had  always  been  told  that  virtually  no  one  was 
responsible,  but  that  the  Government  merely 
submitted  the  estimates  as  they  were  given  in 
by  the  Speakers.  He  would  like  to  have  an 
assurance  from  the  Premier  as  to  what  would 
be  the  course  in  future. 

Dr.  NEWMAN  thought  the  reduction  men- 
tioned by  the  Premier  in  the  case  of  statutory 
officers  would  be  altogether  too  sweeping. 
Some  of  these  officers  had  been  over  twenty 
years  in  the  service,  and,  considering  the  cir- 
cumstances of  each  case,  it  would  be  altogether 
too  sweeping  to  take  off  25  per  cent,  of  their 
salaries  at  one  swoop.  It  was  far  more  than 
the  needs  of  the  country  required,  and,  in  fact, 
it  was  panic  legislacion. 

Mr.  PEACOCK  said  what  he  wanted  to 
olearly  understand  was,  when  the  reduction  on 
the  present  emoluments  was  to  begin  to  take 
efieot.    He  had  not  ascertained  that  yet. 

Major  ATKINSON  took  it  that  the  House 
would  wish  to  give  reasonable  notice  to  its 
officers  before  their  positions  were  affected. 
Practically,  no  reduction  could  be  made  this 
year ;  but  there  might  be  an  intimation  to  the 
Qovemment  that  amounts  over  the  statutory 
sums  were  not  to  appear  again  on  the  estimates, 
nor  were  the  payments  to  Chairmen  of  Select 
Committees  to  appear.  As  to  the  Government 
taking  charge  of  the  Legislative  estimates,  he 
had  promised  the  House  that  he  would  con- 
sult the  Speakers  on  the  subject ;  but  he  re- 
gretted to  say  that  he  had  not  done  so,  and 


oould  not  make  a  definite  statement,  lest  it 
should  appear  discourteous  to  the  Speakers. 
But  the  Government  had  come  to  the  conclusion 
that  they  ought  to  be  responsible,  and  therefora 
he  should  consult  the  Speakers  and  endeavour 
to  make  that  change.  No  doubt,  constitn- 
tionally  the  Government  were  responsible. 

Mr.  O'CALLAGHAN  thought  it  advisabi* 
the  Premier  should  point  out  the  intended  re- 
ductions in  each  item. 

Major  ATKINSON  said  he  thought  that 
would  be  unnecessary,  and,  indeed,  a  waste  of 
time.  The  reductions  he  had  indicated  would 
be  made,  and  the  salaries  of  non-statnto^ 
officers  would  be  reasonably  reduced  where  it 
was  considered  advisable.  He  took  it  the  House 
desired  that  all  public  servants  should  have 
proper  notice  of  any  change  affecting  them. 
That  was  the  proposal  of  the  Government. 

Mr.  O'CONOE  said  the  Governor's  salary, 
the  salaries  of  Ministers,  and  the  payments 
to  members  had  all  been  reduced,  though  they 
had  been  fixed  by  statute,  and  the  reason  urged 
was  that  they  should  set  an  example  in  eco- 
nomy. Was  the  thing  to  stop  short  there,  or 
were  they  to  follow  it  up  with  the  public 
officers  ?  He  thought,  unless  that  was  done,  it 
would  be  very  unfair.  The  House  expected  til* 
Government  to  show  a  thorough  revision  of  the 
departmental  expenditure,  and  there  was  no 
place  where  revision  was  more  required  than  in 
those  Chambers.  A  Committee,  of  which  he 
was  Chairman,  had,  in  a  recent  session,  in- 
quired fully  into  and  reported  on  the  whol« 
subject,  and  had  shown  that  they  were  paying 
to  gentlemen  lafge  salaries  for  three  months' 
work  —  tiiat  those  gentlemen  were  receiving 
salaries  for  many  months  when  they  were  doing 
no  work  whatever.  He  was  sure  the  majori^ 
of  honourable  members  expected  that  the  ex- 
penditure in  this  department  would  be  brou^t 
within  reasonable  limits. 

Major  ATKINSON  said  that  was  the  pro- 
posal of  the  Government. 

Mr.  O'CONOB  said  he  should  like  to  see  the 
Premier  take  the  whole  of  these  departmental 
estimates  and  recast  them,  showing  the  redac- 
tions. He  thought  the  Government  should 
lead  them  in  effecting  a  very  considerable  re- 
duction in  both  Houses. 

Major  ATKINSON  said  the  Government  did 
not  propose  to  reduce  the  salaries  fixed  by 
statute.  It  might  be  that,  on  full  considera- 
tion, the  Government  might  see  fit  next  session 
to  propose  a  revision  of  all  statutory  salaries ; 
but  as  to  that  he  could  not  say.  The  com- 
parison between  the  payments  to  members 
and  Ministers  and  those  to  permanent  officers 
would  not  stand,  for  the  position  was  not  the 
some  in  the  different  cases.  Honourable  mem- 
bers were  not  Civil  servants  at  all ;  they  woe 
not  earning  their  living  from  their  public  posi- 
tion ;  they  were,  so  to  speak,  political  officers. 
The  same  rule  could  not  apply  to  honourable 
members  as  to  permanent  officers,  whether  in 
the  Legislative  Department  or  in  the  ordinary 
Civil  Service.  All  public  officers  should  receive 
fair  and  reasonable  notice  before  any  redac- 
tion took  place  in  their  aalariea.     He  hoped 
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hononiable  gentlemen  woald  mark  the  distino- 
tion  between  peimanent  oflSoers  and  political 
o£Boera. 

Mr.  PEACOCK  asked  if  it  was  proposed,  in 
oases  where  there  were  statutory  salaries  and 
additional  sums  added  to  those  salaries,  to  take 
away  those  additional  sums  in  respect  of  the 
portion  of  the  financial  year  yet  unexpired. 

Major  ATKINSON  said  it  was  proposed  to 
tonoh  no  officer's  salary  without  giving  rea- 
sonable notice  to  the  officer,  and  Legislative 
officers  would  have  the  same  notice  of  redaction 
as  the  rest  of  the  Civil  servants.  The  Govern- 
ment would  proceed,  after  the  prorogation,  as 
soon  as  they  had  recovered  from  the  fatigues  of 
the  session,  with  the  work  of  reorganization, 
and  proper  notice  would  be  given  to  every  one 
as  to  what  reductions  were  intended  affecting 
them. 

Mr.  BARRON  asked  if  it  was  the  intention 
of  the  Government  to  take  the  Legislative  De- 
partment under  their  own  control,  as  suggested 
by  a  Committee  of  the  House,  instead  of  leav- 
ing it  under  the  control  of  the  two  Speakers. 
The  late  Premier  endeavoured  to  make  the 
change,  but  found  it  was  impossible  to  effect 
it.  U  the  present  Premier  was  placed  in  the 
same  difficulty,  what  step  did  he  propose  to 
take  to  assert  the  constitutional  right  of  the 
Government  to  assume  control  of  that  depart- 
ment ? 

Major  ATKINSON  presumed  that,  if  the 
constitutional  right  to  that  control  existed— 
and  he  had  no  doubt  of  it — there  would  be  no 
difficulty  in  asserting  it.  The  custom  had  been 
for  the  two  Speakers  to  send  in  their  estimates, 
and,  owing  to  a  feeling  of  delicacy  or  to  a  desire 
to  get  out  of_  a  difficulty.  Ministers  had  not 
interfered  with  those  estimates  or  taken  any 
responsibility  for  them.  But  he  had  no  doubt 
that,  constitutionally.  Ministers  were  respon- 
sible. He  was  sorry  that  it  had  slipped  his 
memory  to  see  the  Speakers.  But  he  had  not 
done  so,  and,  of  course,  as  a  habit  had  grown  up 
in  connection  with  these  matters,  one  did  not 
like  to  assume  an  authority  which  had  fallen 
into  disuse,  without  a  little  consultation.  But 
lie  could  say  this:  that  when  next  year's 
estimates  for  the  Legislative  Department  came 
np  the  Government  would  be  able  to  distinctly 
tell  the  House  what  items  they  recommended 
to  Parliament. 

Mr.  WARD  asked  whether  the  Government 
intended  next  year  to  propose  an  alteration  in 
the  amounts  fixed  by  Act  for  officers  such  as 
the  Speakers. 

Major  ATKINSON  said  that  was  a  matter 
which  the  Government  would  have  to  take 
into  consideration  during  the  recess. 

Mr.  WALKER  asked  if  it  was  the  intention 
of  the  Government  to  give  notice  to  officers 
whose  salaries  were  to  be  reduced,  and,  if  so, 
what  notice  would  be  given. 

Major  ATKINSON  said  that  reasonable 
notice  would  be  given  to  all  officers  of  the 
House.  They  would  be  all  treated  alike.  As 
soon  as  the  Government  got  to  business  they 
would  give  notice  all  round.  He  thought  the 
House  desired  that  its  officials  should  be  treated 


with  as  much  tenderness  as  was  possible  under 
the  ciromnstances. 

Mr.  HUTCHISON  took  the  item,  <•  Legisla- 
tive Council — Chairman  of  Committees  (also  by 
Act,  £800),  £120."  He  understood  the  Premier 
did  not  propose  to  interfere  with  the  £300  ;  but 
did  he  intend  to  alter  or  reduce  the  £120  ? 

Major  ATKINSON.— Not  this  session. 

Mr.  HUTCHISON  asked,  why  not?  This 
was  a  political  officer.  He  was  on  the  same 
footing  as  the  Chairman  of  Committees  of  the 
House  of  Repri-dentatives,  he  was  elected  to 
his  office  like  other  honourable  members,  and, 
like  other  honourable  members,  he  should  be 
cut  down.  He  (Mr,  Hutchison)  did  not  see 
why  this  officer  in  the  Legislative  Council 
should  not  be  reduced ;  and  he  would  move  to 
strike  that  item  out. 

Mr.  LEVESTAMdid  not  see  why  these  items 
should  not  be  all  reviewed,  whether  they  were 
fixed  by  Act  or  not.  The  honorarium  was  fixed 
by  Act,  and  honourable  members  hod  been 
elected  under  the  terms  of  that  Act  as  to  pay- 
ment. Yet  the  Act  had  been  altered,  to  set  an 
example,  as  it  had  been  put.  Why,  then,  should 
the  example  not  be  followed  ?  What  difference 
was  there  batween  altering  an  Act  to  reduce  the 
honorarium  and  altering  an  Act  to  reduce  these 
salaries?  If  these  salaries  were  not  to  be  altered 
the  Premier  should  put  a  vote  on  the  supple- 
mentary estimates  to  restore  to  members  ths 
lost  honorarium. 

Mr.  SAMUEL  agreed  that  the  Government 
had  acted  wisely  in  beginning  with  the  Go- 
vernor, though  the  present  occupant  of  the 
office  could  not  be  affected,  and  then  going  on  - 
to  reduce  their  own  salaries  and  the  honorarium 
of  members.  As  to  the  mode  of  these  reduc- 
tions, the  Government  had  a  perfect  right  to 
determine  when  they  would  make  the  reduction 
apply  to  themselves.  No  one  could  object  to 
that.  Neither  could  there  be  any  objection  to 
honourable  members  reducing  their  own  emolu- 
ments retrospectively,  because  the  matter  rested 
with  themselves,  and  they  could  do  as  they 
pleased,  or  as  a  majority  of  them  pleased.  AJU 
these  redactions  were  carried  out  by  the  parties 
eifiected  themselves,  and  it  was  for  themselves 
to  determine  when  they  should  take  effect. 
But,  when  they  came  to  deal  with  officers  of 
the  House,  and  Civil  servants,  a  different  prin- 
ciple came  into  play.  These  persons  had  ac- 
cepted office  on  the  understanding  that  they 
were  to  be  paid  a  certain  amount  per  annum, 
a  part  of  which  had  been  fixed  by  statute,  and 
the  other  part  of  which  had  been  voted  session 
after  session ;  so  that  they  had  a  perfect  right 
to  suppose  when  they  accepted  office  that  they 
would  be  paid  these  amounts.  That  was  true 
in  fact,  whatever  it  might  be  in  law.  There- 
fore he  thought  that,  so  fat  as  this  session  was 
conoemed,  they  should  be  paid  as  usual ;  but 
next  session  they  would  commence  their  work 
under  the  different  terms  that  the  Government 
and  the  House  might  decide  upon.  Then, 
as  to  members  of  the  Civil  Service,  the  House 
should  act  honourably  and  straightforwardly 
with  them.  Notice  should  be  given  that,  after 
a  certain  date,  giving  them  fair  notice,  we  should 
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not  be  prepared  to  pay  them  bo  much  as  we 
had  hitherto  been  paying  them,  emd  during  that 
time  it  would  be  for  them  to  consider  whether 
they  would  take  the  reduced  salary  or  not.  If 
they  chose  to  take  it,  of  course  they  would 
accept  the  position  at  the  lower  salary.  If  they 
thought  they  could  do  better  they  would  seek 
other  employment,  and  they  would  have  time 
during  which  to  seek  other  employment.  The 
colony  should  treat  its  employes  just  aa  private 
employers  treated  their  employes.  He  hoped 
honourable  members  would  take  a  fair  view  of 
this  matter.  They  had  acted  generously  to  the 
colony  in  reducing  their  own  honorarium — for 
it  was  a  generous  act — and  he  hoped  that  they 
wonld  not  spoil  the  effect  of  their  generosity  by 
acting  ungenerously  and  unhandsomely  to  the 
employes  of  the  colony. 

Mr.  O'CALLAGHAN  said  the  argument  of 
the  Premier  with  regard  to  gentlemen  who 
were  receiving  salaries  would  apply  to  the 
Chairmen  of  Committees,  and  in  their  case  the 
reduction  was  to  be  retrospective.  Therefore 
it  ought  to  apply  to  the  other  cases.  The  con- 
stituencies had  expected  that  these  reductions 
would  be  made  this  Hession,  and  there  could  be 
no  doubt  that  the  officers  of  the  Legislature 
had  expected  it,  and  that  ought  to  be  sufficient 
notice  to  them,  without  any  actual  notice  being 
given  to  them. 

Major  ATKINSON  said  the  Chairmen  of  Com- 
mittees stood  in  the  same  class  as  other  mem- 
bers of  the  House.  He  thought  it  would  be 
shabby  to  knock  the  additional  amounts  oil; 
but,  of  course,  it  would  rest  with  the  Commit- 
tee to  decide,  although  he  must  say  that,  look- 
ing at  the  services  these  officers  rendered,  the 
offices  they  held,  and  the  losses  they  were 
liable  to  suffer — for  he  believed  that  one  Chair- 
man lost  both  his  salary  and  his  honorarium 
—  he  did  not  think  it  fair  to  strike  these 
Biuns  off. 

Mr.  PISH  demurred  to  what  the  honourable 
member  for  New  Plymouth  had  said.  These 
estimates  should  have  been  passed  four  or  five 
months  ago,  therefore  it  would  not  be  right 
that  reductions  should  be  made  for  that  period; 
but  the  officers  of  the  House  knew  that  the 
House  had  full  power  to  deal  with  their  salaries, 
and  BO  did  all  the  Civil  servants,  and  there- 
fore there  would  be  nothing  unfair  in  making 
reductions  for  the  rest  of  the  year.  That  was 
also  the  intention  of  the  Premier,  as  was  shown 
by  the  first  page  of  the  estimates ;  and,  aa  they 
had  reduced  Ministers'  salaries  and  the  hono- 
rarium of  honourable  members,  every  one  else 
ought  to  be  put  on  the  same  footing.  He  must, 
however,  point  out  that  there  was  something 
misleading  in  the  estimates  as  put  before  the 
House.  The  Government  said  they  intended 
to  reduce  the  £26,000,  set  down  this  year,  to 
£15,000;  but  out  of  that  difference  had  to 
oomo  £9,000  for  extra  expenses  for  last  session, 
80  that  the  real  reduction  was  only  about 
£2,000.  He  would  support  any  honourable 
member  who  would  move  that  the  redaction 
should  apply  to  the  remainder  of  the  year. 

Mr.  O'CALLAGHAN  would  point  out  that  in 
Table  9  attached  to  the  Financial  Statement, 
Mr.  Samuel 


which  showed  the  proposed  reductions  in  tJia 
estimates,  there  was  no  mention  at  all  of 
any  reduction  in  the  Legislative  Department. 
Therefore  he  thought  the  House  should  take 
the  matter  in  hand  itself  and  say  where  redno- 
tions  were  to  be  made. 

Mr.  O'CONOR  said  his  expectation  was  that 
the  Government  would  take  in  hand  the  adminis- 
tration of  the  Civil  servants  attached  to  the  two 
Chambers,  and  that,  in  doing  that,  they  would 
make  reforms  and  reductions  in  the  some  way 
as  they  proposed  with  regard  to  the  other  Civil 
servantn.  He  saw  no  indication  of  that  in  the 
proposals  which  were  brought  down.  Ha  did 
not  want  to  do  injustice  to  any  one,  but  he  would 
like  to  see  a  thorough  reorganization  of  the 
Legislative  Department,  which  would  effect 
economy.  It  appeared  by  the  propossJs  before 
them  that  the  House  was  not  to  have  an  oppor- 
tunity of  expressing  its  views  and  'saying  what 
reductions  should  he  made.    • 

Mr.  TURNBULL  said  that  in  the  Finimcial 
Statement  the  Treasurer  said  that  he  proposed 
to  make  savings  to  the  extent  of  £71,000  to  the 
end  of  the  current  year :  he  would  like  to  know 
whether  it  was  the  intention  of  the  Premier  to 
carry  that  out. 

Major  ATKINSON  did  not  think  the  Govern- 
ment would  bo  able  to  do  that  now,  as  they 
had  expected  that  Parliament  would  be  pro- 
rogued at  least  a  month  sooner. 

Mr.  GOLDIE  thought  that  the  officers  whose 
salaries  were  fixed  by  Act  should  be  paid  that 
sum  and  no  more,  and,  to  effect  this,  he  wonld 
move,  That  the  vote  be  reduced  by  the  sum  of 
£720. 

Dr.  NEWMAN  said  that  had  an  all-ronnd 
reduction  of  10  per  cent,  been  proposed  then 
would  have  been  a  keen  discussion  upon  it,  and 
probably  it  would  not  have  been  carried  ;  but 
the  proposal  now  mode  would  reduce  some  of 
the  salaries  by  20  per  cent.  The  Assistant 
Clerk  had  been  twenty-four  years  in  office,  and 
it  was  proposed  to  reduce  his  salary  by  20  per 
cent.  He  (Dr.  Newman)  ventureid  to  thmk 
that  the  proposal  was  grossly  unjust. 

Mr.  W.  D.  STEWART  thought  there  was  a 
very  obvious  distinction  between  what  might 
be  termed  the  political  officers  of  the  House 
and  the  servants  of  the  House.  Tlie  Speakers 
and  Chairmen  of  Committees,  he  held,  should 
be  confined  to  their  statutory  salaries ;  but  it 
would  not  be  fair  to  interfere  with  the  salaries 
of  the  servants  of  the  House  except  upon  proper 
notice,  and  until  that  notice  was  given  they 
should  receive  the  same  salaries  as  hitherto. 

Mr.  MILLS  agreed  with  the  remark  of  the 
last  speaker  that  the  salaries  of  officials  shonld 
not  be  reduced  without  notice.  That  was  a 
matter  that  should  be  left  to  the  Oovemmoit 
to  adjust.  The  Speakers  and  the  Chairmen  o( 
Committees,  being  members  of  the  Parliament, 
should  share  the  same  fate  as  members  gene- 
rally, and  have  their  salaries  reduced  ;  but  he 
thought  that  one-half  of  the  supplemcntaiy 
salaries  should  be  granted  to  them,  to  cover 
the  period  up  to  the  time  of  their  election.  The 
supplementary  salaries  should  not  be  drawn  by 
them  for  the  latter  part  of  the  year,  as  redao- 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1887.] 


Supply. 


[HOUSE.] 


Supply. 


867 


tions  were  anticipated  and  were  made  a  pro- 
minent feature  during  the  elections.  Perhaps 
these  amounts  shonld  be  reduced  by  one-half. 

Mr.  FISH  trusted  the  motion  of  the  honour- 
able member  for  Auckland  West  would  be  as- 
sented to.  If  the  House  did  not  do  that,  then 
the  retrenchment  cry  was  a  miserable  and 
utter  sham.  He  would  point  out  that  the  re- 
daction proposed  by  the  honourable  member 
fox  Auckland  West  was  about  the  same  per- 
centage as  the  reduction  that  had  taken  place 
on  the  honorarium.  The  Speakers  and  Chair- 
men of  Committees  of  the  Houses  should  be 
reduced  the  same  as  other  members  of  the 
Houses ;  and  he  considered  that  the  salaries 
which  had  been  paid  to  them  hitherto  had  been 
much  too  high. 

Mr.  PEACOCK  thought  it  was  a  question 
whether  the  extra  allowance  granted  to  the 
Clerk  and  Clerk-Assistant  of  the  House,  and  the 
Clerk  of  the  Council,  had  not  practically  be- 
come a  part  of  their  salaries.  He  was,  of  course, 
speaking  of  them  as  altogether  distinct  from 
the  political  officers  of  the  House.  The  House, 
he  uiought,  would  be  quite  justified  in  entirely 
taking  off  the  extra  allowance  from  its  politi- 
cal officers ;  but  it  did  not  necessarily  follow 
that  they  would  be  justified  in  maJcing  such 
largo  reductions  in  the  salaries  of  the  perma- 
nent officers. 

Mr.  TURNBULL  considered  it  was  a  pity 
they  had  passed  the  Bills  they  had  passed, 
because  he  could  see  that  if  they  had  got  into 
the  estimates  first  there  would  nave  been  no 
reductions  at  all. 

Major  ATKINSON  would  like  to  point  out 
that  the  Committee  was  mixing  up  the  salaries 
of  two  distinct  classes.  The  money  had  already 
been  voted  by  interim  supplies,  and  the  salaries 
paid  up  to  the  present  time  to  the  permanent 
'  ofi&cers  of  the  House  on  the  basis  of  the  last 
estimates;  and  these  officers  were  practically 
Civil  servants ;  but  that  was  not  the  case  with 
the  Speaker  and  Chairman  of  Committees.  He 
would  like  also  to  say  that  some  fifty  or  sixty 
members  were  not  reduced  at  all  this  year, 
except  to  the  extent  of  £5 ;  they  would  receive 
within  £5  of  the  amount  they  would  have  had 
for  both  sessions  under  the  old  Act. 

Mr.  BEETHAM  said  that  honourable  mem- 
bers were  losing  sight  of  the  fact  that  there 
were  two  sessions  this  year,  and  the  officers  of 
the  House  received  only  the  same  annual  pay. 

Mr.  GOLDIE  withdrew  his  amendment. 

Mr.  O'CALLAGHAN  moved,  That  the  vote  be 
reduced  by  striking  out  the  following  items : 
Chairman  of  Committees,  Legislative  Council, 
£120;  Chairman  of  Public  Petitions  Com- 
mittee, Legislative  Council,  £50  ;  Mr.  Speaker, 
House  of  Representatives,  £200  ;  Chairman  of 
Committees,  House  of  Representatives,  £100 ; 
Chairman  of  Public  Petitions  Committee,  House 
of  Representatives,  £100 ;  Chairman  of  Native 
Afiairs  Committee,  House  of  Representatives, 
flOO. 

Sir  a.  GREY  thought  the  Colonial  Treasurer 
should  give  some  indication  of  the  reductions 
which  it  was  intended  to  effect  in  the  Legis- 
lative Department. 


Major  ATKINSON  said  the  Government  hod 
never  had  charge  of  these  estimates,  and  they 
had  never  been  thought  out  by  the  Government. 
It  would  be  their  duty  during  the  recess  to  give 
the  matter  full  consideration. 

Mr.  HUTCHISON  drew  the  attention  of  the 
Premier  to  the  fact  that  under  the  Pensions 
Act  of  1884  a  saving  could  be  effected  even 
upon  the  amount  payable  under  the  Act  to  the 
Speaker  of  the  Legislative  Council,  inasmuch 
as  he  had  recently  been  appointed  to  that  office. 
The  6th  section  of  the  Act  related  to  the  point 
to  which  he  now  drew  the  Premier's  attention. 

Major  ATKINSON  said  he  would  look  into 
the  matter,  and  was  obliged  to  the  honourable 
gentleman  for  drawing  his  attention  to  ic. 

Mr.  O'Callaghan's  amendment,  reducing  the 
vote  by  £670,  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  TURNBULL  moved,  That  the  item, 
"  Serjeant-at-Arms,  £250,"  be  reduced  by  £5. 
He  moved  this  as  an  indication  that  next  year 
they  did  not  require  this  officer. 

Mr.  W.  D.  STEWART  said  the  Serjeant-at- 
Arms  was  a  very  necessary  officer.  He  thought, 
however,  they  might  do  away  with  one  of  the 
Interpreters,  seeing  that  two  of  the  Maori  mem- 
bers spoke  English. 

The  Committee  divided  on  the  question, 
"  That  the  vote,  £23,330,  be  further  reduced  by 
£6." 


Ayes,  20. 

Cadmon 

Goldie 

Thompson,  T. 

Cowan 

Monk 

Tunibull 

Duncan 

O'Conor 

Whyte 

Peldwick 

Peacock 

Withy. 

Fish 

Perceval 

Tellers. 

Praser 

Steward,  W.  J 

Hutchison 

Fulton 

Thompson,  R. 
Nobs,  89. 

McKenzie,  J. 

Allen 

Kerr 

Parata 

Atkinson 

Lawry 

Reeves,  W.  P. 

Beetham 

Levcstam 

Samuel 

Blake 

Macarthur 

Seymour 

Bruce 

Mackenzie,  M 

Stewart,  W.  D 

Buchanan 

Mackenzie,  T. 

S.-Menteath 

Dodson 

McGregor 

Tanner 

Fergus 

Mills 

Valentine 

Fisher 

Mitohelson 

Walker 

Graham 

Moat 

Word. 

Hislop 

Newman 

Tellers. 

Jackson    ■ 

O'Callaghan 

Fitchett 

Jones 

Ormond 

Pearson. 

Kelly 

Majority  against. 

19. 

Amendment  negatived,  and  vote,  £25,380,  a 

reduced,  agreed  to. 

Class  II.— Colonui.  Secbetabt. 

Colonial  Secretary's  Department,  £151,518. 

Limatic  Asylums,  £44,^4. 

IMr.  ALLEN  directed  attention  to  the  item, 
"  Christohurch  —  House  Steward,  £800,"  and 
moved,  That  the  item  be  struck  out.  He  un- 
derstood the  officer  indicated  was  no  longer 
occupied  at  the  asylum. 

Mr.  HISLOP  said  the  amount  could  not  be 
struck  ofE,  as  it  had  been  paid,  the  officer 
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having  received  notice  that  he  Trould  have  to 
letire. 

Major  ATKINSON  said  the  whole  of  the 
officers  employed  in  these  departments  would 
come  nnder  revision  during  the  recess,  and  the 
Government  would  bring  down  very  consider- 
ably reduced  estimates  next  session. 

Mr.  ALLEN  said  he  had  been  mistaJcen 
about  the  matter  he  had  alluded  to. 

Amendment  withdrawn. 

Mr.  FISH  asked  whether  the  engagement 
of  the  Inspector  of  Asylums  was  fixed  for  any 
particular  period. 

Major  ATKINSON  said  the  engagement  was 
for  three  years  from  the  time  of  appointment. 

Vote,  £151,518,  agreed  to. 

Ci:.ASS  III. — Tbeasuby  akd  Bsvznue  Dk- 

PABTUSNT. 

Vote,  Colonial  Treasurer,  £33,903,  agreed  to. 

Vote,  Stamps  and  Deeds,  £26,460,  agreed 
to. 

Vote,  Postal  and  Telegraph,  £274,437,  agreed 
to. 

Customs  and  Marine,  £66,413. 

Mr.  TUBNBULL  asked  what  were  the  in- 
tentions of  the  Ooremment  respecting  the  San 
Francisco  mail  service. 

Major  ATKINSON  said  the  Government 
would  consider  the  question  during  the  recess. 

Mr.  LEVESTAM  asked  whether  the  cadets 
in  the  Civil  Service  would  get  their  customary 
increase  of  £10  this  year. 

Major  ATKINSON  replied  in  the  affirmative. 

Mr.  LEVESTAM  noticed  that  a  cadet  who 
was  employed  in  the  Land  Transfer  Depart- 
ment at  Nelson  had  only  been  put  down  for  the 
same  sum  as  last  year. 

Major  ATKINSON  said  the  cadet  in  question 
would  receive  whatever  he  was  entitled  to. 

Vote,  £G6,413,  agreed  to. 

Vote,  Justice,  £108,665,  agreed  to. 

Vote,  Mines,  £20,888,  agreed  to. 

Vote,  Working  Eailways,  £725,000,  agreed  to. 

Land  Fund  AcconNT. 

Vote,  Payments  to  local  bodies,  £13,000, 
agreed  to. 

Vote,  Lands  and  Surveys,  £98,307,  agreed  to. 

Vote,  Bates  on  Crown  lands,  £42,000,  agreed 
to. 

Progress  reported. 

The  House  adjourned  at  twenty-five  minutes 
to  twelve  o'clock  p.m. 


LEGISLATIVE  COUNCIL. 
Monday,  19th  December,  1887. 


Second  Headings— Third  Headings— Iiocal  Oovem- 
ment— Oovemment  Bailways  Bill— Iiand  Bill- 
Wellington  College  and  Oirb'  High  Sohool  Bill— 
Wanganui  Harbour  Bill. 

The  Hon.  the  Speakkb  took  the  chair  at 
half-past  two  o'clock. 

Paatsbs. 

lir.  Hislop 


SECOND  HEADINGS. 
Christchnroh   District   Drainage  Bill,   Gis- 
bome  Harbour  Bill,  Invercargill  Waterwoda 
Beserve  Bill. 

THIBD  READINGS. 
Christohnrch   District    Drainage   Bill,  Qis- 
bome  Harbour  Bill,  Invercargill  Waterworks 
Beserve  Bill. 

LOCAL  GOVERNMENT. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  REYNOLDS  asked  the  Hon. 
the  Attorney-General,  Whether  the  Govern- 
ment intend  to  make  provision  for  granting 
bonuses  for  the  three  best  essays  on  a  thorough 
system  of  local  government? 

The  Hon.  Sir  F.  WHITAKER  replied  that 
the  Government  had  no  intention  of  granting 
such  bonuses. 

GOVERNMENT  RAILWAYS  BILL. 

IN  COMMITTEE. 

Clause  84. — Commissioners  may  grant  li- 
censes to  sell  liquors. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  SWANSON  moved  to  insert 
the  word  "  not "  after  the  word  "  may." 

The  Committee  divided. 


Ayes,  6. 

Grace 

Mantell 

Swanson. 

Johnson 

Shephard 
NOBB,  21. 

Bamicoat 

Martin 

Richmond 

Bonar 

McLean 

Scotland 

Buckley 

Menziea 

Stevens 

Chamberlin 

Peacock 

Taiaroa 

Dignan 

Peter 

Waterhoose 

Hart 

Pharazyn 

Whitalcer 

Lahmann 

Reynolds 

Williams. 

Majority  against,  16. 

Amendment  negatived. 
Bill  reported. 

LAND  BILL. 

A  message  was  received  from  the  House  of 
Representatives,  disagreeing  with  the  amend- 
ments made  by  the  Legislative  Council  in  re- 
spect to  clauses  33  and  34  of  the  Land  Bill, 
and  transmitting  the  following  reasons  for  so 
doing : — 

"  ^.)  That  the  change  in  the  constitution  of 
the  Boards  was  approved  by  a  large  majority  of 
the  House  of  Representatives. 

"  (2.)  That  a  system  of  elective  Land  Boards 
brings  the  working  of  the  Lands  Department 
under  the  review  and  control  of  the  public,  the 
proceedings  of  the  Board  being  open  to  the 
public  and  the  Press. 

"  (3.)  That  a  Commissioner  would  be  subject 
to  pressure  difficult  to  withstand  except  by  the 
assistance  and  advice  of  a  Board,  and  that  a 
Minister  having  extreme  views  could  administer 
the  Land  Act  partially  except  for  such  a  check, 
the  Commissioner  being  his  servant,  and  sub- 
ject to  dismissal  by  him. 

'*  (4.)  That  the  local  knowledge  of  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Board  as  to  the  requirements  of 
settlement  and  the  price  of  land  is  invaluable. 

"  (5.)  That  a  feeling  of  security  is  ongendend 
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by  eelectoTS  knowing  that  in  the  Board  they 
liave  a  Court  of  appeal  from  arbitrary  decisions 
of  a  Government." 

The  Hon.  Mr.  STEVENS  moved,  That  the 
Council  insUt  on  their  amendments  in  the  Land 
Sill  vnth  which  the  House  of  RepresentoHres 
ttave  disagreed;  and  that  the  Hon.  Mr.  Bbnar, 
the  Hon.  Mr.  Waterhouse,  and  the  mover  be 
appointed  a  Committee  to  prepare  reasons  for 
the  Council  so  insisting. 

Agreed  to. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  STEVENS  gnbaequently 
brought  up  the  following  reaMns  for  insisting 
on  the  amendments  made  by  the  Council  in 
the  Land  Bill  :— 

"  (1.)  That  the  amendments  disagreed  with 
'were  carried  by  a  large  majority  of  the  Legis- 
lative Council. 

"  (2.)  That,  as  the  Commissioner  would,  by 
subsection  (6)  of  clause  84,  have  to  exercise 
his  functions  in  the  mode  prescribed  to  the 
Board,  publicity  would  be  the  same  in  the  one 
case  as  in  the  other. 

"  (8)  That  the  tendency  of  elective  Land 
Boards  is  to  weaken  the  responsibility  of  Go- 
vernment in  matters  of  land-administration. 

"  (4.)  That  the  Commissioners  have  in  all  coses 
sufficient  knowledge  to  enable  them  to  judge 
as  to  the  requirements  and  the  prices  of  land. 

"  (5.)  That  the  feeling  of  security  in  the  de- 
cision of  the  Commissioner  would  be  strength- 
ened by  the  knowledge  that  he  is  not  controlled 
by  local  influences,  more  especially  as  there 
■will  be  a  right  of  appeal  direct  to  the  Govern- 
ment against  any  arbitrary  decision  of  the 
Commissioners. 

*'  (6.)  That  in  several  instances  the  expenses 
of  the  Board  are  out  of  proportion  to  the  re- 
turns of  revenue ;  and,  in  the  interests  of 
economy,  the  change  made  by  the  Council  is 
desirable." 

He  moved.  That  the  reasons  be  agreed  to. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  MENZIES.— Before  the  Coun- 
cil agrees  to  those  reasons,  I  wish  to  state  that 
I  disagree  with  them.  However,  I  will  not 
detain  the  Council  by  expressing  my  own  in- 
dividual opinions  and  my  reasons  for  disagree- 
ing, because  I  am  aware  that  the  feeling  of  the 
Gooncil  is  against  me.  But  I  mention  this 
now,  so  that  hereafter  the  fact  may  not  be 
overlooked  that  I  disagreed  with  those  reasons, 
and  agree  with  the  reasons  which  led  the  House 
of  Bepresentatives  to  disagree  with  the  amend- 
ments of  the  Council. 

Beasons  agreed  to. 

A  message  was  subsequently  received  from 
the  House  of  Representatives  asking  for  a  Free 
Conference  on  the  matter,  which  was  agreed  to. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  Stevens,  the  Hon.  Mr.  Water- 
house,  and  the  Hon.  Mr.  Bonar  were  appointed 
Managers  of  the  Conference. 

WELLINGTON  COLLEGE  AND  GIRLS' 

HIGH  SCHOOL  BILL. 
The  Hon.  the  SPEAKER  said,  in  reference 

to  this  order  of  the  day,  he  would  respectfully 
inform  the  Council  that  this  Bill  was  now 
merely  in  the  ordinary  position  of  being  down 
tox  second  reading. 


The  Hon.  Mr.  PETER  moved  "  the  previoue 
question." 

The  Hon.  Mr.  WATERHOUSE  said  it  was 
quite  apparent  that  there  was  a  very  consider- 
able misapprehension  as  regarded  the  action  of 
those  who  bad  been  opposing  this  Bill ;  and  he 
was  not  quite  sure  that  honourable  members 
themselves  all  realised  the  nature  of  that  ao- 
tion.  One  would  think,  from  some  remarks 
which  had  fallen  from  honourable  members, 
that  those  who  were  adverse  to  the  Bill  had 
been  animated  by  a  feeling  of  a  nature  adverse 
to  the  interests  of  the  City  of  Wellington. 
But,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  it  was  just  the  very 
reverse.  And  what  was  the  object  of  the  ac- 
tion they  had  taken  in  this  matter  7  It  had 
been  that  there  should  be  no  power  given  to 
sell  the  freehold  of  one  of  the  most  important 
reserves  in  the  City  of  Wellington.  If  the 
mortgage,  with  power  of  sale,  were  given,  it  was 
possible  that  some  day  or  other  Wellington 
might  wake  up  and  find  itself  with  neither  a 
high  school  nor  a  site  for  a  high  school ;  and 
the  Hon.  Mr.  Johnson,  who  had  strongly  de- 
fended this  Bill,  must,  he  thought,  see  that  this 
was  the  necessary  result  of  the  action  he  was 
taking.  They  were  anxious  that  Wellington 
should  not  lose  the  site  for  a  high  school ;  but, 
if  this  Bill  were  accepted,  it  was  possible  that 
the  site  for  a  high  school  might  entirely  pass 
away  from  the  City  of  Wellington.  He  agreed 
with  every  word  that  had  been  uttered  by  the 
Hon.  Mr.  Johnson  in  reference  to  the  import* 
ance  of  having  a  high  school  for  Wellington,  and 
he  quite  admitted  that  there  should  be  a  proper 
high  school  in  Wellington.  The  action  the 
honourable  gentleman  was  supporting,  he  re- 
peated, might  lead  to  Wellington  being  de- 
prived of  a  high  school  and  also  of  a  site  for 
a  high  school.  If  there  were  any  difficulty  in 
this  matter,  he  thought  the  proper  course 
would  be  for  the  Government  to  meet  it  boldly ; 
and  it  was  still  in  their  power,  by  some  aid- 
dltions  to  the  Government  Loans  to  Local 
Bodies  Bill,  to  provide  that  assistance  should 
be  given  to  the  Board  of  Governors  to  extricate 
them  from  the  difficulty  in  which  they  were 
at  the  present  time  placed.  But  he  strongly 
hoped  the  Council  would  not  agree  to  reverse 
that  line  of  policy  which  had  been  laid  down 
for  its  guidance  for  many  years  past,  and  would 
not  on  this  occasioU  establish  a  precedent  for 
selling  those  reserves.  Generations  unborn 
might  repent  their  hasty  action  in  giving 
power  for  the  sale  of  this  site,  and  he  sincerely 
trusted  that  such  power  would  not  be  given. 
They  hod  always  acted  as  the  guardians  of 
these  sites,  and  he  believed  there  was  not  a 
single  case — and  he  had  looked  into  the  matter 
pretty  closely — in  which  they  had  authorised 
a  sale  of  this  character.  In  1871  a  Bill  was 
passed  with  the  view  of  removing  some  condi- 
tions regarding  the  reserves  that  had  been  made 
for  the  benefit  of  the  City  of  Wellington,  and 
in  the  Act  of  1871  the  allocation  of  these  re- 
serves for  certain  specified  purposes  was  made 
to  the  Superintendent  of  the  province.  That 
was,  of  course,  at  the  time  provincial  institu- 
tions existed.     The  provincial  authorities  at 
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the  time  were  anxious  to  realise  on  some  ot 
these  reserves  with  a  view  to  building  a  hos- 
pital ;  and  a  portion  of  them — Fitzherbert  Ter- 
race and  Charlotte  Street — that  had  been  let 
with  a  right  of  purchase  were  in  course  of 
sale  when  the  Legislature  itself  interfered,  and 
passed  an  Act  providing  for  satisfying  claims 
by  money  payment,  and  vesting  the  reserves  in 
the  Superintendent.  So  that  the  Legislature, 
when  it  appeared  in  this  matter,  only  ap- 
peared to  prevent  the  sale  of  the  site  of  these 
buildings  in  accordance  with  the  policy  laid 
down  for  many  years,  that  it  would  not  grant 
mortgages  with  power  of  sale  of  sites.  At  the 
same  time  there  was  an  Act  passed  to  enable 
the  Governors  of  the  College  to  borrow  a  sum 
of  £5,000  upon  the  mortgage  of  the  place ;  but 
these  stipulations  were  at  once  put  in : — 

"  4.  If  at  the  time  appointed  by  any  mort- 
gage for  the  payment  of  the  principal  money 
secured  thereoy  the  Governors  are  unable  to 
pay  oS  the  same,  they  may,  if  they  shall  think 
fit,  borrow  such  sum  of  money  as  may  be  neces- 
sary for  the  purpose  of  paying  off  the  whole  or 
any  part  of  such  principal  money,  and  may 
secure  the  repayment  of  the  same  and  the 
interest  to  be  paid  thereon  in  manner  herein- 
before authorised  in  regard  to  the  moneys 
originally  borrowed  under  this  Act. 

"  5.  Nothing  in  this  Act  shall  be  deemed  by 
implication  or  otherwise  to  take  from  any  per- 
son his  right  of  claiming  compensation  from 
the  colony  for  the  deprivation  or  dispossession 
of  any  estate  or  interest  which  he  may  have 
had,  or  to  which  he  may  claim  to  have  been 
entitled,  in  any  land  which  has  been  granted 
for  the  endowment  of  the  College." 

He  hoped  the  Council  would  regard  this  mat- 
ter from  the  point  of  view  he  had  indicated — 
that  they  would  he  in  favour  of  the  principles 
they  haid  laid  down  for  their  guidance,  and 
that,  whatever  they  did,  they  would  not  autho- 
rise any  persons  to  sell  these  very  valuable 
reserves,  which  were  set  apart  not  only  for 
their  interests,  but  also  for  the  interests  of 
those  who  were  to  follow.  This  was  a  sort  of 
postscript  to  a  lady's  letter.  The  Bill  had  been 
brought  down  entirely  with  a  view  to  this  ;  the 
rest  was  all  padding.  That  being  the  principle 
of  the  Bill,  he  hoped  they  would  not  consent  to 
read  it  a  second    time,   unless    an    absolute 

Eromise  were  made  to  them  that  there  should 
e  inserted  a  similar  proviso  in  the  Wellington 
College  Bill  to  the  one  to  which  he  had  re- 
ferred. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  JOHNSON  would  like  to  refer 
to  the  remarks  of  the  Hon.  Mr.  Waterhouse  as 
to  his  action  in  regard  to  this  Bill,  because  he 
thought  the  honourable  gentleman  misappre- 
hended it.  He  simply  supported  the  second 
reading  of  the  Bill  on  the  ground  that,  as  had 
been  pointed  out,  the  BUI  contained  other 
matters,  which  aSected  the  College  as  well  as 
the  Girls'  High  School,  and  it  was  to  the 
object  of  getting  these  considered  that  he  ad- 
dressed himself  in  speaking  on  the  subject. 
The  great  object  ha  had  was  to  enforce  upon 
the  Council  what  seemed  to  him  to  be  the 
justice  of  the  trustees  in  bringing  forward  a 
Bon.  Mr,  Waterhouat 


Bill  of  this  kind,  and  endeavouring  to  obtain 
the  necessary  funds  to  pay  for  this  building. 
Unfortunately,  he  had  overlooked,  at  the  time 
he  was  speaking,  a  circumstance  he  had  drawn 
attention  to  when  this  question  was  introdnoed 
into  the  Council  by  the  Hon.  Mr.  Beynoldt 
on  a  former  occasion.  On  that  occasion  the 
Hon.  Mr.  Reynolds  showed  him  the  eonteaet 
under  which  the  erection  of  this  building  was 
undertaken,  and  he  then  saw  what  were  the 
conditions  of  the  contract.  He  now  asked  die 
permission  of  the  Council  to  read  an  extract 
therefrom,  for  he  was  quite  certain  th»t  it 
would  place  things  in  a  different  light  from 
what  they  had  been  in  previously.  He  had  it 
on  good  authority  that  before  this  contract  was 
executed  by  either  party  it  was  submitted  foe 
approval  to  the  Hon.  Sir  Robert  Stout,  then 
Premier  and  Minister  of  Education ;  and  there 
was  a  clause  at  the  commencement  of  the 
contract  against  which  the  Minister  wrote, 
"  Approved. — Robebt  Stout,  Minister  of  £da- 
cation."    The  clause  was  this : — 

"And  whereas  the  Governors  have  no 
moneys  available  for  the  purpose  of  paying  for 
the  erection  of  such  buildings,  but  have  al- 
tered into  such  contract  on  the  faith  of  a  pro- 
mise by  the  Government  of  the  Colony  of  New 
Zealand,  through  the  Minister  of  Bducation,  to 
provide  them  with  moneys,"  by  way  of  loan  ot 
otherwise,  for  the  purpose  of  paying  fox  the 
erection  of  such  buildings,"  &c. 

Under  these  circumstances  he  thou^t  the 
trustees  were  quite  justified  in  expecting  the 
Government  would  assist  them  in  getting  the 
money  that  was  necessary  for  putting  up  Uiis 
building.  That  was  the  argument  he  used  when 
the  Hon.  Mr.  Reynolds  introduced  a  ginnflM. 
Bill  to  this  last  year.  At  the  same  time  he 
wished  the  Council  to  clearly  understand  that 
he  never  for  an  instant  thought  the  Conncil 
would  allow  the  power  of  sale  contained  in  the 
Bill  to  apply  to  the  school-site,  and  he  believed 
the  trustees  themselves  contemplated  such  aa 
amendment  of  their  proposal.  Something  had 
been  said  about  the  transferring  of  the  Hos- 
pital reserve,  and  he  quite  agreed  that  it  was 
an  unfortunate  thing  that  it  had  been  trans- 
ferred from  the  Hospital  Trustees  to  the  College 
Governors,  but  be  maintained  they  had  nothing 
to  do  with  it  at  the  present  moment.  He  had 
been  under  the  impression  that  other  property 
of  equal  value  would  be  handed  over  to  the 
Hospital  at  the  time,  but  he  could  not  find 
any  record  of  that  at  all.  On  this  point  he  did 
not  think  it  should  be  raked  up  and  thrown  at 
the  heads  of  the  Board  of  College  Govemots, 
because  surely  it  was  their  duty  to  turn  the 
property  to  the  best  advantage  when  it  was 
placed  in  their  hands.  It  was  no  doubt  an  ob- 
jectionable thing  to  transfer  it  to  the  Govemon 
in  the  first  instance ;  but,  that  having  been 
done,  he  did  not  think  they  should  now  aocuse 
the  Governors  of  doing  that  which  was  wrong 
in  making  use  of  the  property. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  MANTELL  said  he  was  not 
present  when  the  question  was  put  on  a  former 
occasion,  and  therefore  he  wished  to  say  a  few 
words  in  reference  to  the  course  he  intended 
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to  take  up ;  and  he  should  vote  that  the  Bill  be 
read  a  second  time.  He  should  not  support 
the  retention  of  the  clause  providing  for  the 
power  of  sale. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  STEVENS  wished  to  say  that 
in  the  discussion  that  had  taken  place  on  this 
BTibject  he  did  not  think  it  necessary  to  make 
any  lengthy  remarks.  He  urged  strongly  in 
the  former  discussion  that  the  BiU  should  not 
be  rejected,  because  it  provided  for  the  consti- 
tution of  the  institution  in  question.  There 
was  one  point  he  must  refer  to,  and  it  arose 
out  of  the  personal  explanation  made  by  the 
Hon.  Mr.  Buckley  the  other  day,  when  the 
Hon.  the  Speaker  intimated  that  he  (Mr. 
Stevens)  would  not  be  allowed  to  speak  then, 
but  that  he  would  have  another  opportunity 
of  d6ing  so.  His  honourable  friend  then  quoted 
from  the  mortgage  given  in  connection  with 
this  contract  to  put  up  the  building ;  and,  in 
the  course  of  his  remarks,  it  became  quite 
certain  that  an  important  recital  in  that 
mortgage  had  escaped  his  attention.  It  would 
be  remembered  that  the  honourable  gentleman 
stated  that  the  mortgage  had  been  approved 
by  the  Minister  of  Education,  who  had  noted 
his  approval  in  the  margin.  That  was  per- 
fectly correct ;  but  among  the  recitals  in  that 
mortage  which  the  Minister  of  Education 
approved  by  his  signature  there  appeared  a  re- 
cital that  the  Governors  entered  into  a  contract 
vrith  the  contractors  on  the  faith  of  a  promise 
made  by  the  Government  to  meet  this  engage- 
ment. He  believed  that  was  substantially  a 
fair  interpretation  of  this  recital.  He  thought 
it  right  to  state  that  in  order  that  the  honour- 
able gentleman  might  treat  it  as  a  kind  of 
supplement  to  his  remarks  the  other  day,  and 
be  in  perfect  possession  of  what  was  expressed 
in  thff  document  which  received  the  approval 
of  the  late  Minister  of  Education.  He  had 
further  to  say,  in  conclusion,  he  thought  it 
would  be  very  desirable  that  those  few  words 
should  be  read  out  of  the  mortgage  for  the 
information  of  the  Council,  so  that  it  might 
be  proved  whether  or  not  his  words  were 
correct. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  BtJGEXEY  said  it  was  quite 
tme  the  provision  did  escape  his  notice.  The 
more  one  looked  at  the  recital  the  more  one 
would  find  that  there  was  an  inclination  to 
provide  funds  for  the  erection  of  this  building 
by  vote  or  other  means,  but  not  by  mortgage. 
He  could  not  lay  too  much  stress  on  the 
remark  of  the  Hon.  Mr.  Waterhouse,  that  he 
would  not  in  anyway  interfere  with  the  passing 
of  this  Bill  except  for  the  express  purpose  of 

Sreventing  the  sale  sf  the  reserve.  He  (Mr. 
IncUey)  had  fallen  in  for  a  fair  shore  of  abuse 
in  connection  with  the  non-passing  of  the  Bill. 
He  was  very  glad  to  have  been  the  means  of 
preventing  uie  Bill  from  passing  in  its  present 
shape,  and  he  hoped  the  Council  would  never 
pass  a  Bill  to  give  away  such  a  reserve  as  was 
mtended  by  this  Bill  to  be  virtually  given 
away. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  BEYNOLDS  said  the  Hon. 
Mr.  Johnson  seemed  to  lay  great  stress  on  the 


fact  that  Sir  Bobert  Stout  approved  of  the 
erection  of  this  school,  and  that  he  approved  of 
the  borrowing  of  the  mone^  upon  the  terms 
upon  which  it  had  been  obtamed. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  JOHNSON  said  he  had  merely 
referred  to  the  promise  made  by  Sir  Robert 
Stout,  and  to  the  fact  that  it  was  contained 
in  the  contract. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  EEYNOLDS  said  that  Sir 
Robert  Stout  had  no  power  to  go  outside  the 
law,  and  if  he  did  so  he  ,oould  not  in  any 
way  bind  Parliament  to  carry  out  the  agree- 
ment. Besides  that,  in  the  mortgage-deed  it 
was  clear  enough  that  the  only  security  was  upon 
the  rents  and  profits  of  the  endowment  held  by 
the  Board,  and  without  power  of  sale.  The 
Act  of  1878  provided  that  there  should  be  no 
power  of  sale.  The  18th  section  of  the  Bill 
was  word  for  word  with  what  was  provided  in 
the  Act  of  1878,  with  the  exception  of  three 
words  slipped  in  at  the  end,  and  some  half- 
dozen  words  which  had  been  omitted.  The 
three  words  slipped  in  wore  "  the  lands  or," 
going  before  the  words  "  the  rents  and  profits." 
Then,  the  words  which  had  been  omitted  were, 
"  but  without  power  of  selling  the  freehold  of 
such  lands."  It  was  quite  dear  that  the  Act 
of  1878  laid  it  down  distinctly  that  no  mortgage 
should  be  given  over  these  lands  with  power  of 
sale  of  the  freehold.  The  Bill  before  the  Coun- 
cil intended  to  reverse  that  portion  of  the  Act, 
and  give  to  the  Board  of  Governors  an  oppor- 
tunity of  giving  a  mortgage  over  the  freehold  ot 
the  land,  as  well  as  over  the  rents  and  profits. 
Supposing  the  mortgage  were  to  be  given,  what 
would  be  the  result?  With  a  revenue  of 
£35  a  year  and  interest  amounting  to  £420 
a  year,  what  would  be  the  result?  From 
what  sources  would  the  governing  body  be  en- 
abled to  pay  their  interest  ?  If  they  were  not 
in  a  position  to  pay  their  interest  there  was  no 
question  about  it  that  the  mortgagee  would 
step  into  possession.  The  result  would  be  that 
there  would  be  such  a  hue  and  cry  throughout 
Wellington,  and  such  pressure  brought  to  bear 
upon  Parliajnent  in  order  to  get  Parliament  to 
find  the  money  and  take  up  the  mortgage,  that 
that  would  be  done.  It  was  not  denied  that 
that  would  be  the  result.  If  it  was  con- 
sidered that  there  was  an  obligation  on  the 
part  of  the  Government  to  pay  this  money,  why 
did  they  not  bring  down  a  vote  for  the  purpose 
of  settling  the  whole  matter?  He  did  not  say 
that  there  was  a  liability  on  the  part  of  the 
colony  to  make  up  £4,700,  or  whatever  the 
amount  was — he  rather  thought  there  was  no 
such  obligation ;  but,  if  the  Government  were 
satisfied  that  there  was  an  obligation,  let  them 
ask  for  a  vote  for  the  purpose,  and  not  pass  a 
Bill  like  that.  It  was  merely  a  public  decep- 
tion, and,  he  should  say,  a  public  fraud,  to 
introduce  a  Bill  like  that,  knowing  that  the 
governing  body  had  not  the  means  of  paying  the 
interest  on  the  money  borrowed. 

The  Hon.  Dr.  GRACE  would  like  to  know 
whether  the  Government  proposed  in  Commit- 
tee to  strike  out  the  power  of  foreclosure  sought 
to  be  given.    The  reason  he  was  interested  in 
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the  measure  was  this :  Ho  was  sure  that  the 
Girls'  High  Sohool  bad  been  placed  in  the 
wrong  position,  and  that  some  day,  if  £7,000 
were  borrowed  on  the  reserve  with  the  right 
of  foreclosure,  the  security  would  be  realised 
upon  and  the  reserve  would  be  lost.    The  Girls' 
High  Sohool  had  been  built  in  a  wrong  part  of 
the  town.    Bather  less  than  one- third  of  the 
population  of  Wellington  lived  on  the  north 
side  of  Manners  Street,  whilst  two-thirds  lived 
on  the  southern  side.    The  Girls'  High  School 
had  been  built  at  the  extreme  end  of  the  town. 
He   felt  pretty  certain  that  if  the  power  of 
foreclosure  were  given  the  security  would  be 
realised  upon,  and  the  citizens  of  WeHington 
would  lose  the  reserve.    He  did  not  agree  with 
the  Hon.  Mr.  Reynolds  that  in  that  case  an 
agitation  would  be  got   up  and  that  a  vote 
would  be  put  on  the  estimates  to  get  over  the 
difficulty.    It  was  simply  impossible  to  get  a 
▼ote  at  all  for  the  City  of  Wellington ;  there- 
fore he  felt  bound  to  protect  what  Wellington 
bad  got.    Already  Wellington  had  lost  its  Hos- 
pital reserve,  and  he  was  afraid  that  a  similar 
thing  would  occur  in  this  case.    He  was  quite 
willing  to  take  the  measure  provided  the  right 
of  foreclosure  was  excised.    What  was  to   be 
the  future  of  the  Girls'  High  School  he  did  not 
know,  but,  if  it  was  fit  to  live,  in  the  meajitimo 
the  fees  must  pay  the  interest  on  the  mortgage. 
At  the  present  time  the  fees  were  twelve  gumeas 
a  head  per  annum,   and,   if  necessary,   they 
would  require  to  be  increased.  There  was  an  im- 
portant reserve  given  by  the  Provincial  Council 
to  the  Masonic  body.   That  reserve  was  situated 
in  the  middle  of  the  town.    It  was,  however, 
mortgaged    by   the    Freemasons    for   a  com- 
paratively small  sum  of  money.    The  interest 
was  not  paid,  and  one  fine  day  in  walked  the 
man  who  held  the  mortgage,  and  realised  the 
security  for  a  trifle,  and  the  Masonic  body  lost 
the  endowment.     Such  a  thing  might  happen ' 
in  this  case  if  the  site  of  the  school  proved 
unsuitable.    He  was  not  going  to  sit  in   his 
place  in  the  Council  and  see  the  reserves  of  the 
colony  made  light  of.    He  wanted  to  know  from 
the  Minister  in  charge  of  the  Bill  whether  he 
proposed  to  strike  out  the  right  of  foreclosure. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  STEVENS  said  he  did  not 
propose  to  strike  out  the  power  of  sale.  He 
would  take  the  Bill  as  it  stood. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  McLEAK  had  not  the  slightest 
hesitation  in  voting  against  this  Bill.  He  felt 
that  it  was  necessary  to  show  that  the  Council 
meant  to  stop  such  dealing  with  reserves.  He 
hoped  the  Council  would  throw  out  the  Bill 
until  the  measure  was  brought  down  without 
the  right  of  foreclosure. 

The  Hon.  Sir.  MENZIES  said  it  appeared  to 
him  that  it  might  be  better  if  the  honourable 
gentleman  in  charge  of  the  Bill  would  allow  it 
to  remain  over  for  the  present,  and  introduce 
the  subject  again  at  the  next  meeting  of  Parlia- 
ment, which  could  not  be  far  distant.  It  ap- 
peared to  him  that  honourable  members  who 
objected  to  the  Bill  would  agree  to  all  its  pro- 
visions with  the  exception  of  the  power  of  sale. 
It  seemed  to  him  that  that  power  was  very  ob- 
jectionable, and  that  the  Bill  ought  not  to  pass 
Eon.  Dr.  Qraee 


containing  it.  He  proposed  to  vote  for  the 
second  reading  of  the  Bill,  as  he  did  on  the 
former  occasion,  bat  he  would  support  the 
elimination  of  the  power  of  sale  from  the 
clause  when  that  clause  came  under  considera- 
tion. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  PHAKAZYN  would  vote  fw 
the  second  reading  for  precisely  the  same  rea- 
sons as  had  been  stated  by  the  Hon.  llz. 
Menzies,  and  he  would  follow  exactly  the 
same  course  with  regard  to  the  striking-out  of 
the  power  of  sale. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  LAHMANN  said  the  Hon-  Mr. 
Waterhouse  had  attached  a  good  deal  of  blame 
to  those  who  voted  for  the  second  reading  of 
the  Bill.  He  (Mr.  Lahmann)  was  one  of  tboae 
who  voted  for  the  second  reading,  but  it  was 
also  his  intention  to  alter  the  clause  so  as  to 
eliminate  the  power  of  sale.  He  had  never 
been  an  enemy  of  Wellington  interests.  For 
the  last  fifteen  or  sixteen  years,  since  he  had 
been  a  member  of  the  Council,  he  had  always 
voted  in  the  interests  of  Wellington  as  fax  •• 
agreed  with  his  duty. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  WATERHOUSK  said  he  was 
willing  to  allow  the  second  reading  to  pass,  as 
he  saw  that  there  was  a  majority  of  the  Coon- 
cil  in  favour  of  the  excision  of  the  objection- 
able clause. 

Amendment  negatived,  and  Bill  read  a  second 
time. 

UK  comcnTEE. 

Clause  18. — Power  to  Governor  to  borrow 
money. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  REYNOLDS  moved.  That  the 
words,  "  the  lands  or,"  in  the  2nd  sabsectioa 
of  the  clause,  be  struck  out. 

The  Committee  divided  on  the  question, 
"That  the  words  proposed  to  be  stnick  oat 
stand  part  of  the  clause." 


Ayes,  10. 

Bonar 

Miller 

Stevens 

Grace 

Richmond 

Waterhouse 

Hart 

Shephard 

Whitaker. 

Johnson 

KoEs,  U. 

Bamicoat 

Martin 

Reynolds 

Buckley 

McLean 

Scotland 

Chamberlin 

Menzies 

SwansoQ 

Dignan 

Peter 

Taiaroa. 

Lahmann 

Pharazyn 
Paib. 

For 

Against. 

Boillie. 

Holmes. 

Majority  against,  4. 

Words  struck  out. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  REYNOLDS  moved  the  addi- 
tion of  the  following  words  at  the  end  of  the 
clause :  "  but  without  power  of  sale  of  the  free- 
hold of  such  land." 

The  Committee  divided  on  the  questioB, 
'•  That  the  words  be  added." 


Ates,  10. 

Buckley 

Chamberlin 

Dignan 

McLean 

Reynolds 

Scotland 

Swanson 

Taiaroa 

Watedioose 
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Bonar 
Grace 

Hart 
Johnson 


NoxB,  12. 
Lahmann 
Menzies 
Miller 
Peter 


Pharazyn 
Bichmond 
Stevens 
Whitaker. 


Pais. 
For.  Against. 

Holmes.  Baillie. 

Majority  against,  2. 
Amendment  negatived. 

Bill  reported,  with  amendments,  and  read  a 
third  time. 

WANGANUI  HARBOUR  BILL. 
The  Hon.  Mr.  PHARAZYN  said  the  object 
o{  this  Bill  was  to  enable  the  Wanganui  Har- 
bour Board  to  levy  a  rate  not  exceeding  one 
farthing  in  the  pound  on  the  value  of  property 
in  the  Connties  oi  Wanganui  and  Waitotara, 
And  three-eighths  of  a  penny  in  the  pound  on  the 
Tftlae  of  property  in  the  Borough  of  Wanganui, 
as  security  for  i^,000,  nhich  they  proposed  to 
borrow  under  the  authority  of  tine  Harbours 
Act.  They  had  authority  to  borrow  £100,000, 
of  which  £60,000  had  been  raised  and  spent  in 
improving  the  river  and  harbour.  The  Bill  had 
been  reported  on  favourably  by  the  Local  Bills 
Committee,  and  he  would  state,  as  briefly  as 
possible,  some  of  the  facts  and  reasons  which, 
he  trusted,  would  induce  the  Council  to  agree 
to  the  second  reading  of  the  Bill.  The  Bill  as 
introduced  into  the  House  of  Representatives 
included  the  greater  part,  or,  at  any  rate,  a 
portion,  of  Rangitikei  in  the  rateable  area ; 
bat  the  rateable  area  now  included  only  the 
Counties  of  Wanganui  and  Waitotara  and  the 
Borough  of  Wanganui.  He  was  quite  aware 
that  many  objections  could  be  raised  to  the 
exclusion  of  Rangitikei,  which  apparently  bene- 
fited as  much  as  the  other  counties  by  the 
'works  for  which  they  were  proposed  to  be  rated ; 
but  it  had  been  found  impossible  to  induce  the 
people  of  Rangitikei  and  their  representatives 
to  allow  that  part  of  the  country  to  be  in- 
cluded, and  therefore  the  promoters  of  the  Bill 
had  to  content  themselves  with  making  the 
rating-area  extend  over  those  places  he  had 
mentioned.  He  must  confess  there  was  a  good 
deal  of  reason  to  be  found  on  the  part  of  the 
Sangitikei  people  for  wishing  their  county  to 
be  excluded,  because  the  produce  of  that  dis- 
trict now,  to  a  large  extent,  went  direct  by  rail 
to  Wellington :  at  any  rate,  that  was  their 
contention.  Whether  it  practically  did  go  to 
the  extent  they  maintained  he  could  not  say ; 
but  there  was  no  doubt  that  that  argument 
could  be  used  by  the  Rangitikei  people ;  and, 
if  they  were  allowed  to  vote  on  this  subject, 
they  would  vote  almost  unanimously  against  a 
late.  Under  these  circumstances  a  certain 
amount  of  rate  was  lost ;  but  that  was  a  very 
small  proportion  of  the  whole.  It  amounted 
to  some  £(30  or  £70  out  of  the  £1,800 ;  and  a 
sufficient  amount  remained  to  pay  the  interest 
on  the  money  proposed  to  be  borrowed.  Wa- 
nganui Harbour  was  in  a  somewhat  peculiar 
position.    Whereas  it  was  originally  proposed 


to  carry  out  the  improvement  of  the  harbour 
entirely  out  of  the  money  raised,  without  im- 
posing a  rate,  it  was  found  that  it  was  impossible 
to  carry  out  the  plans  of  the  engineers  beyond 
that  portion  of  the  work  which  really  did 
not  improve  the  harbour  to  any  appreciable 
extent ;  for  the  harbour  was  now  in  this  posi- 
tion: that,  whereas  £60,000  had  been  expended 
chiefly  in  improving  the  river,  if  a  lurthei 
sum  of,  at  any  rate,  £15,000  was  not  spent 
in  making  a  protectiug-wall — a  sort  of  break- 
water— the  whole  £60,000,  or  a  large  amount  of 
it,  might  be  considered  to  be  thrown  away. 
It  might  be  argued  that  this  was  only  proposing 
to  throw  good  money  after  bad  ;  but  the  reports 
of  the  engineers  were  entirely  favourable  to  the 
continuation  of  the  work.  They  believed,  if  the 
work  were  continued  to  the  extent  of  900ft.  or 
1,000ft.  more,  they  would  bo  able  to  obtain  a 
depth  of  18ft.  on  the  bar.  The  original  pro- 
posal was  to  carry  it  out  to  a  very  much  greater 
extent  than  that ;  but,  as  the  engineers  ori- 
ginally stated,  they  did  not  expect  to  obtain 
any  great  benefit  from  the  works  executed  till 
they  had  reached  a  distance  of  1,800ft.  The 
distance  now  reached  was  about  900ft.,  and 
even  at  that  a  certain  amount  of  improve- 
ment had  been  effected.  There  had  been  no 
failure  in  the  predictions  of  the  engineers  as  to 
what  was  likely  to  occur  when  only  a  portion 
of  the  work  was  completed.  The  engineer  who 
was  employed  up  to  the  time  the  works  were 
stopped  owing  to  the  want  of  funds  said, — 

"  From  time  to  time  a  little  of  the  stone 
that  is  stored  adjacent  to  the  spot  for  the  pur- 
pose may  be  required  to  trim  the  southern 
face.  There  has  been  no  subsidence  whatever 
in  the  body  of  the  wall,  and  none  need  be  anti- 
cipated. With  regard  to  the  effect  of  the  work 
done,  although  at  times  this  is  very  marked 
from  the  upper  end  of  the  cliff  to  the  outer  end 
of  the  wall,  still,  as  I  have  frequently  pointed 
out,  but  little  direct  benefit  in  ordinary  weather 
is  obtained  in  increased  depth  on  the  bar.  Mr. 
Stewart  and  myself,  reporting  in  April,  1883, 
said,  *  This  section  of  90bft.,  although  it  would 
check  the  tendency  of  the  channel  to  be 
carried  through  the  North  Spit  in  times  of 
flood  (which  result  is  found  to  give  a  shallow 
bar),  yet  would  not  probably  have  much  effect 
in  deepening  the  bar.'  These  opinions  have 
been  amply  borne  out  by  the  results.  Owing 
to  the  outer  end  of  the  wall  being  still  within 
the  adjacent  low-water  line,  large  quantities  of 
sand  are  carried  round  the  point  by  the  incom- 
ing flood  and  deposited  on  the  river-face  of  the 
work.  In  fine  weather  this  will  always  be 
the  case  till  the  wall  is  carried  out  Into  deep 
water." 

There  were  some  further  details  with  which 
he  would  not  trouble  the  Council.  The  Har- 
bour-master had  written  as  follows  on  the  1st 
December  last : — 

"  The  channel  over  the  bar  continues  in  the 
same  position  as  last  month,  with  a  depth  of 
14ft.  at  high-water  spring  tides,  and  lift,  at 
high-water  neap  tides.  The  South  Spit  has 
made  considerably,  and  extends  towards  the 
end  of  the  breakwater,  making  the  channel 
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mach  narrower,  and  consequently  deeper,  than 
it  has  been  for  some  time  back." 

That  report,  and  others  to  the  same  efiect, 
trhioh  he  thought  it  would  be  only  wearying 
the  Council  to  go  into,  tended  to  show  that  the 
work  was  to  a  certain  extent  beneficial  now ; 
and  when  it  was  completed  it  would  be  likely 
to  be  more  beneficial  in  the  future,  because  it 
must  not  be  forgotten  that  the  engineers  never 
expected  any  great  benefit  to  arise  till  the  work 
had  been  carried  out  to  a  distance  of  some 
1,800ft.  Messrs.  Bart  and  Oliver,  the  original 
engineers,  said, — 

"  The  lengths  between  equal  depths  of  water 
in  the  river-entrance  and  the  ocean,  as  mea- 
sured within  the  walls  proposed,  would  be  as 
follow : — 
Low  Water.  High  Water.        ofearto^fc 

10ft.         .,         18ft.         ..         l,800£t. 

Uft.         ..         22ft.         ..         2,410ft. 

20fb.        ..        28ft.        ..        8,450ft. 

22ft.         ..         80ft.         ..         4,420ft. 

24ft.  ..  32ft.  ..  4,800ft. 
That  is,  that,  with  the  formation  of  a  channel 
2,600ft.  long,  the  largest  class  of  vessels  trading 
to  the  colony  from  Britain  could  enter  the 
river  at  high  water  ;  or,  with  one  4,600ft.  long, 
such  could  enter  at  any  state  of  the  tide." 

That  wtls  aa  extract  from  the  first  report 
made  by  Messrs.  Barr  and  Oliver.  It  would  be 
seen  that,  with  a  sea-wall  1,800ft.  in  length,  a 
depth  of  18ft.  at  high  water  would  be  obtained. 
He  knew  it  was  a  very  common  opinion,  and 
had  been  expressed  in  petitions  presented  to 
the  Council,  that  the  depth  of  water  would  not 
be  realised,  that  the  money  would  be  wasted, 
and  that  they  might  just  as  well  stop  the  work 
where  it  was  at  present.  His  reply  to  that 
was  this :  that  those  opinions  were  simply  the 
opinions  of  amateurs.  There  hod  not  been  a 
single  engineer  who  had  expressed  an  opinion 
contrary  to  those  which  he  had  read,  and  the 
whole  of  the  objections  were  from  persons  who 
had  no  more  knowledge  of  the  matter  than 
any  member  of  the  Council,  further  than  they 
might  have  by  going  down  to  the  works  and 
looking  at  them  in  a  cursory  way.  The  persons 
in  favour  of  the  work  were  engineers  com- 
petent to  give  an  opinion,  and  those  who  were 
opposed  to  it  did  not  pretend  to  have  any 
professional  opinion  on  the  matter.  They 
only  said,  on  general  grounds,  that  it  was  not 
likely  to  prove  a  success.  He  did  not  think 
any  competent  marine  engineer  would  say  that 
these  undertakings  must  invariably  be  success- 
ful ;  but  in  this  case  he  would  say  there  was 
an  extreme  probability  of  this  work  being  suc- 
cessful, and  he  would  bo  prepared  to  say  that, 
if  the  whole  matter  rested  entirely  with  the 
Council,  they  would  be  justified  in  saying, 
"  Let  the  work  go  on."  But  the  real  position 
was  this :  that  it  did  not  rest  entirely  with  the 
Council,  but  with  the  people  in  the  country 
who  had  to  pay  the  rates.  His  contention  was 
this :  that  the  Council  had  no  right  to  refuse 
to  allow  these  people  to  have  their  choice  of  an 
almost  nseless  harbour  or  submit  to  a  rate 
which  was  not  excessive,  thus  giving  a  fair 
Hon.  Mr.  Pharatyn 


opportunity  for  a  good  port  to  be  opened  for  a 
large  extent  of  country.  The  people  wished 
to  make  the  harbour  sufficient  to  allow  ordi- 
nary vessels,  such  as  the  Union  Company's 
steamers,  and  vessels  of  that  class,  to  enter  tiu 
Wanganoi  Biver.  This  would  enable  produce 
to  be  taken  to  Sydney  and  to  different  parts  of 
the  colony  at  a  cheaper  rate  than  at  present. 
The  cattle-trade  was  greatly  injured  owing  to 
the  small  class  of  steamers  which  at  present 
carried  it  on.  The  question  involved  in  the 
Bill  ought  to  be  left  to  the  ratepayers  them- 
selves to  dedide.  Personally  he  was  perfectly 
willing  to  pay  his  share  of  the  rates,  and  ha 
thought  he  would  be  paying  something  like 
one -fiftieth  part  of  the  whole  rates.  That 
showed  the  sincerity  of  his  conviction  that  the 
request  made  in  the  Bill  was  a  reasonable  one.  , 
All  that  he  asked  the  Council  to  do  was  simply  | 
to  eillow  the  locality  concerned  to  exercise  iU  i 
choice  in  the  matter.  If  a  mistake  were  mada  ! 
it  would  fall  on  the  locality,  and  if  the  under- 
taking was  a  success  it  would  be  an  exceedingly 
good  investment.  He  would  willingly  accept 
an  amendment  which  was  to  be  proposed  with 
reference  to  the  constitution  of  the  Board. 
The  object  of  the  amendment  was  to  give  repre- 
sentation on  the  Board  in  proportion  to  the 
rating  of  the  different  sections  of  the  country. 
Instead  of  leaving  the  counties  less  represented 
than  Wanganui,  it  was  proposed  to  place  them 
on  an  equaUty.  He  was  perfectly  willing  to 
accept  that  amendment,  and  he  should  b« 
willing  to  accept  amy  other  reasonable  amend- 
ment. He  begged  to  move,  Tliat  the  BiB  bt 
now  read  the  second  time. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  McLEAK  thought  it  was  desir- 
able to  carefully  consider  how  far  they  were 
going  to  allow  these  local  bodies  to  go  on  bor- 
rowing. The  Council  was  considering  a  little 
while  ago  the  case  of  a  Board  which  had  bis- 
rowed  money  and  expended  it.  They  had  then 
to  strike  a  rate,  and  the  rate  had  completely 
changed  the  opinions  of  a  large  section  of  Uie 
community,  and  now  that  they  had  got  the 
money  they  were  afraid  to  spend  it.  The  dis- 
trict was  not  able  to  stand  the  drain.  He 
thought,  if  this  Bill  were  allowed  to  pass,  they 
would  have  something  of  that  state  of  things  in 
Wanganui.  The  circumstances  of  these  people 
were  not  such  that  they  could  stand  the  same 
rating -power  now  that  they  thought  they 
could  two  or  three  years  ago.  The  Harbooi 
Board  rates,  the  property-tax,  and  all  the  other 
rates  were  becoming  a  serious  sum  to  collect. 
He  would  ask  his  honourable  friend,  who  knew 
Wanganui,  whether  he  could  stand  on  that 
breakwater  and  tell  the  Council  that  if  the 
Legislature  did  not  authorise  further  expendi- 
ture any  harm  would  occur  to  the  breakwater. 
He  had  had  the  pleasure  of  spending  a  holiday 
at  WangEuiui ,  and  he  went  do wn  on  to  the  break- 
water ;  and,  without  any  hesitation,  he  could 
say  that  no  harm  could  take  place  to  the  break- 
water as  it  at  present  stood.  The  further 
the  breakwater  was  carried  out  the  greater  risk 
there  was.  He  would  be  the  last  one  to  oppose 
borrowing  for  deepening  harbours  to  let  ships  in. 
In  this  and  other  cases,  however,  there  shonid 
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be  some  reoonsideration  of  the  bonowing-power 
before  permitting  any  more  Harbour  Boards  to 
borrow  money.  The  honourable  gentleman  had 
qnoted  from  reports  of  engineers  with  reference 
to  large  ships  entering  the  river.  He  wondered, 
if  those  engineers  were  asked  to  rewrite  that 
leport,  whether  their*  opinions  would  not  be 
modified.  He  thought  they  would  to  a  very 
large  extent.  As  for  his  honourable  friend 
thinking  that  the  expenditure  of  £40,000  would 
enable  the  Sydney  steamers  to  call  there,  the 
honourable  gentlem.ui  would  be  much  disap- 
pointed with  the  result  of  the  expenditure. 
Knowing  the  place  as  he  did,  he  felt  that  there 
was  not  the  slightest  necessity  for  spending  the 
money  asked  for  in  order  to  save  what  work 
had  been  done.  It  was  quite  the  reverse. 
Like  a  great  many  things  oi^  which  money  was 
being  spent,  it  was  purely  a  matter  of  specula- 
tion. It  would  be  speculation  if  ^hey  were  to 
■pend  money  in  continuing  the  work  out  fur- 
ther. As  to  voting-power,  he  was  very  glad 
that  his  honourable  friend  had  consented  to 
make  the  alteration  he  had  indicated.  It  was 
wall  known  that  in  a  scattered  district  votes 
were  difficult  to  get  in,  whereas  in  the  Borough 
of  Wanganui  everybody  would  vote,  and  the 
majority  was  sure  to  be  in  favour  of  the  pro- 
posal, because  the  money  would  be  spent  there. 
It  was  as  fair  that  Bangitikei  should  pay  as 
any  other  place.  The  Bill  now  before  the 
Comicil  was  not  the  Bill  as  published  in  Wa- 
nganui, because  Bangitikei  nad  been  struck 
oat.  He  hoped  the  Council  would  not  pass  the 
Bill.  He  moved,  That  the  Bill  be  read  the 
second  time  that  day  lijs  months. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  HART  thought  it  was  only  due 
to  the  persons  interested  in  the  passing  of  the 
Bill  to  state  a  few  facts  connected  with  it.  As 
&kr  as  the  pier  outside  the  land  had  gone 
hitherto,  it  had  had  the  effect,  by  the  scour 
of  the  water,  of  deepening  the  water  to  14ft. ; 
bat,  when  it  got  to  the  end  of  the  pier,  as 
the  water  spread  out  the  sand  caused  the 
depth  of  water  to  decrease  again.  If,  however, 
the  pier  were  carried  out  900ft.  farther,  it 
would  carry  the  scour  down  to  a  lower  level, 
and  a  greater  depth  would  be  obtained,  and  the 
result  would  be  to  enable  coasting- vessels  of  a 
larger  size  to  enter ;  and  that  would  be  a  great 
benefit  to  the  district  by  cheapening  the  freight 
of  produce  to  Sydney  and  other  places.  That 
was  the  object  of  those  who  sought  to  get  the 
Bill  passed.  The  Bill  provided  that  there  must 
be  an  absolute  majority  of  the  possible  votes 
that  could  be  given  to  approve  of  the  loan  being 
raised,  before  the  loan  could  be  raised.  Under 
these  circumstances  it  was  apparent  that  it 
would  be  in  the  hands  of  the  ratepayers  to 
■ay  whether  they  would  have  the  Bill  or  not. 
The  work  was  comparatively  useless  at  present, 
and  it  required  to  be  carried  out  further  to 
inanre  a  benefit  to  the  district. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  BICHMOND  trusted  the 
Coancil  would  not  pass  this  Bill.  It  must  be 
obvious  that  the  operations  in  this  harbour 
were  in  the  highest  degree  speculative.  He  was 
not  speaking  from  his  own  impressions  only 
tkhont  the  matter.     He  had   we   statement 
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of  a  settler  at  Wanganui  who  had  resided  in 
the  district  for  thirty-five  years.  That  gentle- 
man had  watched  the  work  with  interest,  as  ha 
had  been  engaged  in  work  of  a  similar  kind  oa 
the  east  coast  of  England.  He  was  a  man 
well  known  in  his  day,  and  had  had  enormous 
operations  to  carry  on ;  and  his  opinion  was 
that  the  result  was  exceedingly  doubtful,  and 
that  the  works  already  done  did  not  justify 
the  very  high  hopes  which  had  been  expressed. 
It  appeared  that  up  to  the  present  day  tha 
largest  ship  that  had  entered  Wanganui  was 
the  vessel  that  brought  the  first  settlers — a 
boat  of  350  tons,  which  arrived  in  1848.  He 
trusted  more  time  would  be  taken  to  learn 
what  the  prospects  of  the  alfair  were,  before 
the  colony,  in  its  present  indebtedness  and  de- 
pression, allowed  the  local  body  to  expend 
more  money  on  the  work.  Before  any  such 
works  were  undertaken  the  colony  ought  to 
have  had  the  best  technical  advice  that  Eng- 
land could  afford  as  to  whether  the  wor& 
should  be  proceeded  with.  He  thought  enough 
blunders  hod  been  made,  and  it  was  time  that 
such  things  should  be  stopped. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  REYNOLDS  said  one  honour, 
able  member  had  referred  to  the  necessity  for 
being  careful  as  to  how  far  they  allowed  tha 
Board  borrowing-powers  for  this  work.  They 
had  already  passed  an  Act  authorising  the 
Wanganui  Harbour  Board  to  borrow  £100,000, 
and  the  Board  had  already  expended  some 
£70,000,  and  all  that  was  wanted  now  was 
that  they  should  have  further  taxing- powers 
so  as  to  enable  them  to  raise  sufficient  funds 
to  complete  the  works.  So  that  they  were  ° 
really  asking  for  no  farther  borrowing-powers. 
With  reference  to  the  works,  he  ifid  not 
think  there  was  any  chance  of  any  mishap 
happening  to  the  training -wall.  The  blocks 
were  peculiarly  adapted  for  the  work,  and 
were  very  large.  He  was  speaking  from  his 
own  experience,  having  been  at  Wanganui 
during  the  session.  When  a  member  of  the 
Government  he  had  a  good  deal  Co  do  in 
connection  with  the  papers  relative  to  the 
Wanganui  Harbour,  and  he  must  say  he  had 
not  been  quite  satisfied  that  the  work  was  a 
prudent  one.  That  was  what  induced  him  to 
go  there  this  session  and  examine  the  work  for 
himself.  He  went  on  purpose  to  see  it  before 
the  Bill  came  before  the  Council.  He  did  not 
profess  to  be  an  engineer,  but  he  thought  that 
any  one  with  eyes  in  his  head  could  see  at  once 
that  the  work  had  really  been  satisfactorily 
carried  out.  The  Harbour  Board  of  Wanganui 
had  made  the  same  mistake  that  all  other 
Harbour  Boards  had  made  in  the  colony,  by 
commencing  at  the  wrong  end.  He  saw  tha 
training- wall  that  had  been  put  np  there. 
It  was  put  up  for  about  90ft.,  and  tne  Har- 
bourmaster informed  him  that,  so  far,  there 
was  an  extra  depth  of  4ft.  He  felt  perfectly 
sure  that  if  that  wall  were  carried  out  another 
90ft.  there  would  be  a  depth  of  18ft.  or  20ft. 
Now,  if  that  could  be  done  it  would  be  well  to 
pass  this  Bill.  He  had  no  doubt  of  this  him- 
self, and  he  was  not  one  who  would  advooata 
any  scheme  unless  he  thought  it  a  proper  one. 
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He  had  no  interest  in  Wemganai  at  all,  and, 
had  it  not  been  that  he  had  had  grave  doubts  of 
the  propriety  of  going  on  with  the  works,  he 
certainly  would  not  have  gone  to  Wanganui  this 
session.  So  far  aa  he  could  judge  after  seeing 
the  Harbourmaster  and  seeing  the  work,  his 
impression  was  that  the  training-wall  ought  to 
go  out  to  somewhere  about  270ft.  in  all.  This 
would  give  about  23ft.  depth  at  low  water.  He 
thought  the  depth  would  be  21ft.  if  the  retain- 
ing-wall  went  out  270ft.:  and  he  considered 
the  Council  would  be  doing  wrong  if  they  pre- 
vented the  peo]ale  of  Wanganui  horn  ccurrying 
out  this  work,  inasmuch  as  they  had  to  pay 
rates,  or,  rather,  interest,  on  the  £70,000  which 
they  had  borrowed,  and  unless  they  had  facili- 
ties for  borrowing  the  other  £30,000  which 
they  were  authorised  to  borrow  they  would 
have  reason  to  find  fault  with  the  Parliament 
and  say,  "  We  cannot  pay  our  rates,  or,  rather, 
interest,  because  our  works  ore  not  completed, 
and  you  have  thrown  obstacles  in  the  way  of 
completing  these  works  by  rejecting  the  Bill." 
He  trusted  the  Council  would  think  better  of 
it,  and  that  they  would  carry  the  second  read- 
ing of  the  Bill  without  taking  a  division. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  HART  would  like  to  correct 
an  erroneous  impression  on  the  part  of  the 
honourable  gentleman  who  last  spoke.  The 
people  in  these  counties  were  under  no  har- 
bour rate  whatever.  The  original  authority 
to  borrow  was  based  on  the  security  of  pro- 
perty vested  in  the  Board.  l%is  Bill  proposed 
to  give  additional  security,  and  gave  power  to 
impose  a  rate  with  the  consent  of  the  rate- 
payers. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  WATERHOUSE  said  he 
would  not  have  risen  to  speak  on  this  Bill 
had  it  not  been  that  he  wished  his  action  in 
reference  thereto  to  be  understood.  He  read 
the  Bill  when  it  was  first  introduced  with  great 
attention,  and  he  read  likewise  the  petitions 
which  were  sent  in  in  reference  to  the  Bill.  It 
appeared  to  him  that  the  petitions  contained 
some  weighty  allegations.  He  had  therefore 
turned  up  the  report  of  the  Select  Committee 
to  see  what  answer  had  been  given  to  those 
allegations,  and  was  astonished  when  he  saw 
that  the  Committee  had  contented  themselves 
with  taking  evidence  in  support  of  the  Bill,  and 
had  taken  no  evidence  from  the  other  parties 
who  had  forwarded  petitions.  It  appeared  that 
the  very  object  they  had  in  view  in  sending  the 
petitions  bad  miscarried,  and  that  the  duty 
which  devolved  on  the  Committee  they  had 
certainly  failed  to  perform  by  failing  to  record 
the  evidence  of  some  of  those  parties  who  were 
opposed  to  the  measure.  He  did  not  profess  to 
he  able  to  give  an  opinion  one  way  or  the  other 
as  to  the  works  ;  but  he  took  his  stand  on  this : 
that  before  passing  the  measure  they  should 
see  they  were  doing  no  injustice  to  any  person 
whatever.  It  did  appear  from  the  petitions  he 
had  alluded  to  that  if  they  passed  the  Bill  in 
its  present  shape  they  wovdd  be  inflicting  an 
injury  on  the  parties  who  were  presenting  peti- 
tions ;  and,  as  no  evidence  had  been  called  on 
the  other  side  of  the  question,  he  should  feel  it 
his  duty  to  vote  against  the  Bill.  With  regard 
Son.  Mr.  Beynolds 


to  the  exclusion  of  a  portion  of  the  district  from 
the  rateable  area,  it  was  quite  clear  that  one 
portion  had  been  taken  and  the  other  left  with- 
out any  idea  of  justice  is  the  matter  whatever. 
One  was  just  as  macU  entitled  to  be  left  as  tba 
other  was,  and  one  was  just  as  much  entitled 
to  be  taken  as  the  other  was.  He  thonj^ 
there  ought  to  be  some  clearing-up  of  this 
point ;  and  they  would  be  in  a  false  positian 
till  then  if  they  were  to  support  this  Bill.  They 
did  not  give  the  discontented  ratepayers  th« 
right  of  appeal.  They  were  a  Court  of  appeal, 
and  they  decided  on  the  districts  withoat  giving 
those  affected  the  opportunity  of  presenting 
themselves  to  a  Committee  of  the  Council  and 
of  staling  what  were  the  reasons  why  t^^ 
prayed  the  Council  to  exclude  them  from  tl^ 
operation  of  the  Atst.  His  sense  of  the  injustice 
to  the  ratepayers  who  were  not  consulted  on 
the  subject  ^ould  necessitate  his  votiiig  against 
the  BUI. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  BARNICOAT  did  not  wish  to 
argue  this  question  or  hear  it  argued  on  legil 
grounds.  He  intended  to  vote  for  the  second 
reading  of  this  Bill,  and  so  intended  not  with 
a  desire  to  impose  a  rate  on  the  district,  but 
because  he  wished  to  put  the  ratepayers  in  a 
position  to  impose  a  rate  on  themselves  if  they 
thought  it  to  their  own  advantage  to  do  so. 
With  reference  to  country  districts,  he  chonght 
these  would  not  receive  so  much  benefit  from 
the  expenditure  on  the  harbour  —  that  the 
benefit  would  be  chiefly  confined  to  Wang&noi 
itself;  but  the  rates  in  Wanganui  would  be 
double  in  proportion  to  the  rates  from  the 
country  districts.  As  to  taking  the  evidence  of 
the  petitioners,  hod  there  been  any  evidence 
the  Committee  would  have  taken  it.  The  peti- 
tioners merely  complained  that  the  rating  dis- 
trict was  not  large  enough,  and  they  wished 
parts  of  the  country  now  excluded  from  the 
rateable  district  to  be  included  in  it. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  JOHNSON  thought  the  state- 
ment which  the  Hon.  Mr.  Bamicoat  had  just 
made  should  have  considerable  weight.  The 
complaint  from  these  petitioners  vras,  as  the 
honourable  member  had  mentioned,  that  the 
district  which  it  was  proposed  to  rate  was  too 
small.  He  thought  it  would  be  decidedly  un- 
just to  those  districts  which  were  now  proposed 
to  be  rated  were  they  to  be  the  only  ones  to 
have  to  bear  this  burden.  It  had  been  pointed 
out  that  the  Bill  did  not  ask  for  larger  borrow- 
ing-powers. It  had  those  powers  already,  and 
it  merely  asked  to  have  a  further  security  for 
raising  that  loan.  When  this  loan  was  pro- 
posed there  were  considerable  reserves  given 
for  the  purposes  of  this  harbour,  and  there  was 
no  intention  whatever  of  rating  the  freehold 
property.  The  proposal  now  before  them  seemed 
to  him  not  to  be  a  right  one.  So  far  as  he 
could  leam,  the  works  which  had  been  already 
done  were  not  a  success ;  certainly  the  ch&nn^ 
of  the  river  was  not  so  good  SkS  it  had  been. 
One  honourable  member  had  mentioned  that  he 
hod  been  there  this  session.  He  had  also  been 
there,  and  coming  up  the  river  the  captain 
of  the  boat  remarked  to  this  effect :  "  There 
was  no  difficulty  in  getting  over  the  bar ;  the 
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difficult  wag  in  going  up  the  river ; "  and 
from  what  he  (Mr.  Johnson)  saw  that  was 
BO.  The  channel  was  a  most  tortuous  one,  and 
apparently  there  were  a  number  of  places  where 
the  captain  felt  a  great  anxiety  in  passing, 
although  the  boat  would  not  be  drawing  a 
great  draught.  From  what  he  had  seen  else- 
where he  should  doubt  whether  the  expenditure 
of  additional  money  in  the  manner  now  pro- 
posed would  be  at  all  a  success.  There  must 
be  great  risk  about  it ;  and,  seeing  the  difficul- 
ties of  the  settlers  in  the  district,  and  that  this 
district  was  a  very  limited  one — far  too  limited, 
he  thought,  in  fairness — and  seeing  there  was 
a  great  doubt  as  to  whether  the  works,  in  the 
«nd,  would  be  anything  like  a  success,  he  cer- 
tainly thought  it  would  be  better  to  postpone 
the  question  for  the  present,  and  he  should 
vote  against  the  Bill. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  BONAB  would  just  like  to 
say  that  his  sympathies  were  naturally  very 
mnch  with  these  small  harbours,  and  he  did 
not  think  it  was  fair  to  judge  of  them  when 
the  works  were  only  partly  executed.  The 
Council  was  told  that  the  works  would  require 
to  be  carried  out  900ft.  or  1,000ft.  before  the 
expected  benefits  could  be  reached.  In  his 
report  on  the  harbour  Sir  John  Coode  said  no 
attention  was  to  be  paid  to  the  alterations 
nntil  his  scheme  had  been  considered.  It 
could  not  be  expected  that  a  moderate  expendi- 
ture would  cause  great  results.  He  was  in- 
clined to  assist  this  Board,  more  especially  as 
they  had  given  assistance  to  other  Boards  to 
carry  out  their  works.  He  thought  the  ques- 
tion that  had  been  raised  by  the  last  speaker 
was  a  very  serious  one  indeed — that  was,  that 
the  district  to  be  rated  was  not  a  fair  one, 
and  that  the  ratepayers  were  not  to  con- 
tribute alike.  He  thought,  therefore,  this 
matter  should  stand  over  for  the  present  at 
all  events,  and  that  would  be  his  reason  for 
voting  against  the  Bill. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  PHARAZYN  said  the  objec- 
tion to  the  rating-area  was  no  doubt  a  very 
important  one.  He  was  perfectly  free  to  ad- 
mit that,  as  a  matter  of  strict  justice,  a  por- 
tion of  Bangitikei  ought  to  have  been  included. 
But  some  time  ago — as  long  ago  as  1885 — a 
compromise  was  arrived  at  between  the  differ- 
ent parties  representing  the  districts  proposed 
to  be  rated,  and  they  settled  that  the  line,  so  far 
as  Bangitikei  was  concerned,  should  be  drawn 
at  the  Turakina  River.  That  portion  of  the 
area,  however,  had  been  struck  out  in  the  other 
House,  as  he  had  explained  in  introducing  the 
measure.  It  was  estimated  that  £65  Os.  8d. 
would  be  lost  by  the  change  in  the  districts. 
The  other  districts  were  as  follow :  Wanganui 
Borough,  which  was  estimated  to  contribute 
£781 ;  the  County  of  Wanganui,  £690 ;  and  the 
County  of  Waitotara,  £S84.  It  seemed  to  him 
that  a  still  greater  injustice  would  be  inflicted 
on  these  people  by  refusing  to  allow  them  the 
opportunity  of  rating  themselves,  notwithstand- 
ing the  amount  of  injustice  they  now  suffered 
from.  He  would  next  refer  to  what  had  been 
said  by  the  Hon.  Mr.  Waterhouse  as  to  the 
Committee  haying  only  taken  evidence  on  one 


side.  He  was  not  desirous  of  defending  the 
members  of  the  Committee,  but  he  would  point 
ou  t  that  the  reason  they  did  not  take  evidence 
on  the  other  side  was  that  there  was  no  evi- 
dence to  take ;  they  could  get  no  more  from  the 
petitioners  than  what  appeared  in  their  peti- 
tions. Beference  had  been  made  to  the  report 
of  a  pupil  of  Mr.  John  Bennie.  No  doubt  he 
was  an  engineer,  but  he  was  not  a  marine 
engineer ;  and  he  (Mr.  Pharazyn)  thought  that 
gentleman  had  always  taken  a  very  strong 
prejudice  on  this  question ;  and,  as  to  his  com- 
petency to  judge,  he  might  mention  that  some 
years  ago  the  river  broke  out  on  the  opposite  side 
of  the  east  sandbank,  which  enabled  a  harbour 
to  exist  in  Wanganui  at  all.  That  gentleman 
considered  it  was  advisable  to  let  that  opening 
remain,  and  to  allow  the  river  at  Wanganui  to 
form  a  new  channel.  It  was  obvious  to  any 
one  gifted  with  common-sense,  without  being 
an  engineer,  that  had  this  been  done  the 
whole  thing  would  have  gone  into  a  variety 
of  channels.  In  1879  there  was  only  a  depth 
of  7ft.  4in.,  while  in  1886  there  was  a  depth 
of  12ft.  lOin.  It  was  perfectly  true,  as  had 
been  stated  by  the  Hon.  Mr.  Beynolds,  that 
the  Harbour  Board  made  a  great  mistake 
in  beginning  at  the  wrong  end.  He  had  a 
calculation  which  showed  that  the  rates  to  be 
raised  would  e^motrnt  to  £1,9S6.  The  following 
was  a  return  showing  the  probable  proceeds  of 
the  rate  proposed  to  be  levied  on  the  Borough 
of  Wanganui  and  Counties  of  Wanganui  and 
Waitotara : — 

Valuation.  Bate.  Froeeeds. 

£  £    e.  d. 

Wanganui  Borough    ...    S00,000        |d.  781    S    0 

Wanganui  County       ...    506,856         }d.  590    9    5 

Waitotara  County       ...    661,973         }d.  564  15    3 


£1,066    0    8 


By  the  repayment  of  the  £10,000  loan  from  the 
Insurance  Department  the  Board  would  be 
relieved  of  the  interest  on  that  sum,  amount- 
ing to  £650  per  annum.  By  a  recent  revision 
of  the  scale  of  wharfage  charges  the  Board's 
ordinary  revenue  had  been  increased  so  as  to 
meet  all  ordinary  expenditure,  which  included 
interest  on  existing  loans.  The  interest  at 
6  per  cent,  and  sinking  fund  of  1  per  cent,  on 
£30,000  would  require  a  sum  of  £1,800  an- 
nually— an  amount  fully  covered  by  the  pro- 
posed rate,  irrespective  of  the  surplus  the 
Board  would  enjoy  by  the  repayment  of  the 
Insurance  loan.  The  feeling  of  a  considerable 
number  of  the  Wanganui  people — he  was  speak- 
ing of  both  the  country  and  the  town — waa 
that  they  would  rather  pay  a  certain  amount 
of  rate  than  see  the  work  useless.  The  work 
had  cost  less  than  works  of  that  class  generally 
did.  The  breakwater  had  been  exposed  to  two 
or  three  winters,  and  it  hod  been  exposed  in  an 
unfinished  state  to  the  heavy  seas,  and,  prac- 
tically, no  damage  had  been  done.  Taking  all 
these  things  into  consideration,  he  hoped  the 
Council  would  agree  to  the  second  reading  of 
the  Bill  and  would  finally  pass  it  through 
Committee. 
The  Council  divided  on  the  question,  "  That 
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the  word  '  now,'  proposed  to  be  omitted,  stand 
'part  of  the  qnestion." 

Atxs,  7. 

Batnicoat  Lahmann  Beynolds 

Backley  Pharazjm  Shephaid. 

Halt 

Nobs,  18. 

Bonar  Martin  Stevens 

Ghamberlin       McLean  Swanson 

Dignan  Menzies  Wahawaha 

Grace  Miller  Waterhouse 

Johnson  Peter  Whitaker 


Man  tell 


Richmond 


Williams. 


Paibs. 
For.  Against. 

Baillie  Holmes 

Kenny.  Peacock. 

Majority  against,  11. 
Amendment  agreed  to,  and  Bill  ordered  to  be 
lead  the  second  time  that  day  six  months. 

The  Council  adjourned  at  ten  minutes  to 
eleven  o'clock  p.m. 


HOUSE    OF   BEPRESENTATIVES. 
Monday,  19th  December,  1887. 


First  BeadingB  — Education  Besarres— Land  BUI— 
Supply. 

Mr.  Speisxb  took  the  chair  at  eleven 
•'dock. 

Pbatkbs. 

FIEST  READINGS. 
Building  Societies  Bill,  Tamaki  West  Licens- 
ing District  Bill. 

EDUCATION  RESERVES. 

Mr.  SMITH  wished  to  ask  the  Minister  of 
Education  if  he  was  in  a  position  to  give  a 
reply  to  the  question  which  he  put  to  him  on 
Saturday  with  regard  to  the  s&le  of  certain 
education  reserves. 

Mr.  FISHER  said  he  had  made  inquiry  into 
the  matter,  and  had  ascertained  that  so  far 
back  as  May,  1886,  application  was  made  by 
the  Wellington  School  Commissioners  to  the 
Government  for  funds  to  enable  them  to  pay 
rates  on  certain  secondary-education  reserves. 
Many  subsequent  similar  applications  were 
made.  To  these  requests  the  Government  con- 
sistently replied  that  they  had  no  funds  for 
such  a  purpose.  The  next  stage,  as  was  now 
generally  known,  was  that  certain  education 
reserves  had  been,  announced  to  be  sold  by 
public  auction  in  order  to  pay  these  rates ;  but 
the  singular  part  of  the  whole  proceeding  was 
that  the  reserves  announced  to  be  sold  were 
reserves  for  primary  education :  that  was  to 
say,  reserves  for  primary  education  were  to  be 
oompulsorily  sold  oy  publio  auction  to  pay  the 
rates  on  secondary-education  reserves.  The 
honourable  member  was  aware  that  the  ques- 
tion was  put  to  him  (Mr.  Fisher)  late  on  Satur- 
day, after  all  the  Qovemment  officials  had  left 


the  publio  offices,  and  there  was  no  time  to 
ascertain  why  these  particular  reserves  h«d 
been  announced  to  be  sold  by  auction.  Bat 
that  information  he  would  obtain  in  the  course 
of  the  day,  and  would  inform  the  honourable 
gentleman  in  regard  to  it. 

Mr.  SMITH  asked  the  Minister  of  Education 
if  he  would  be  good  enough  to  state  what  were 
the  names  of  the  School  Commissioners  who 
had  taken  action  in  the  matter. 

Mr.  FISHER  said  the  School  Commis- 
sioners for  the  Wellington  District  were  Mr. 
J.  R.  Blair  (Chairman),  Mr.  C.  P.  Powlea,  Mr. 
Marchant  (Commissioner  of  Crown  Lands),  Mr, 
Mason,  Mr.  Ballanoe,  and  Mr.  W.  H.  Warren 
(Secretary). 

Mr.  ORMOND  would  point  out  that  tbe 
School  Commissioners  had  plenty  of  funds  with 
which  to  pay  these  rates,  and  had  full  powers 
to  disburse  moneys  in  any  way  the  law  re- 
quired. 

Mr.  SMITH  asked  whether  the  Minister  of 
Education  intended  to  stop  this  sale. 

Mr.  FISHER  pointed  out  to  the  honourable 
member  for  Napier  that  the  correspondence 
related  to  an  appUcation  by  the  School  Com- 
missioners to  the  Government  for  funds  to 
enable  them  to  pay  the  rates  levied  on  second- 
ary-education reserves,  and  the  Government 
replied  that  they  had  no  funds  for  such  a 
purpose.  Then  came  the  announcement  of  the 
sale  of  certain  reserves  by  public  auction,  and 
the  discovery  that  the  reserves  aimoanced  to  be 
sold  were  primary-education  reserves.  In  reply 
to  the  honourable  member  for  Woodville,  he 
might  state  that  he  certainly  thought  the  sale 
ought  to  be  stopped;  and  immediate  inquiry 
would  be  made  with  that  object. 

Mr.  TURNBULL  would  like  to  know  if  the 
School  Commissioners  assigned  any  reason  for 
selling  primary-education  reserves  to  pay  rates 
on  secondary- education  reserves. 

Mr.  FISHER  said  that,  so  far  as  one  could 
gather  from  the  correspondence,  the  reserves 
appeared  to  have  been  abandoned  to  their  fate. 

Mr.  IZARD  asked  if  the  Minister  of  Educa- 
tion would  state  what  was  the  amount  of  rates 
against  the  reserves  in  question. 

Mr.  FISHER  said  that,  so  far  as  he  oonld 
gather,  there  was  an  amount  of  £54  odd  claimed 
by  the  Masterton  County  Council,  and  £35  odd 
by  the  local  body  at  Alfredton.  He  did  not 
know  whether  there  were  any  other  claims 
against  the  reserves.  The  claims  began  in  the 
year  1886. 

Mr.  COWAN  would  like  to  draw  the  Minis* 
ter's  attention  to  the  fact  that  not  only  public 
reserves  seemed  to  be  at  the  mercy  of  local 
bodies,  but  private  property  was  in  the  same 
position.  Very  serious  injustice  was  done 
under  the  present  system.  The  Southland 
County  Council,  for  instance,  a  few  weeks  ago, 
advertised  about  a  hundred  sections  for  sale 
for  non-payment  of  rates.  Some  of  these  pro- 
perties belonged  to  private  individuals,  some 
were  public  bodies'  endowments,  and  some 
reserves  for  educational  purposes.  He  thought 
the  attention  of  the  Government  should  be 
strongly  drawn  to  the  fact,  and  that  the  power 
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of  sale  for  non-payment  of  lates  should  be  very 
much  modified.  In  the  present  cose,  for  in- 
stance, if  the  matter  had  not  been  brought 
under  the  attention  of  the  Government  the  sale 
woald  have  proceeded ;  and  he  therefore  hoped 
the  Oovemment  would  fully  consider  the  whole 
subject  so  far  as  dealing  with  these  public 
Teserves  was  concerned;  and  he  also  thought 
that,  in  the  interests  of  justice,  there  should  be 
some  difierent  provision  as  to  the  sale  of  private 
property  for  the  non-payment  of  rates.  The 
matter  was  a  very  important  one,  and  it  was 
exceedingly  fortunate  it  had  been  brought  up. 
He  moved  the  adjournment  of  the  House. 

Mr.  BEETHAM  was  aware  that  in  the  Wai- 
zarapa  District  there  were  many  reserves  which 
had  long  been  a  block  to  settlement,  and  the 
settlers  adjoining  those  reserves  were  put  in  a 
very  disadvantageous  position,  because  they 
were  not  able  to  get  any  assistance  towards 
fencing;  the  rabbit -rates  were  not  paid  in 
respect  to  the  reserves,  nor  were  the  ordinary 
rates  paid  to  the  local  bodies.  It  seemed  there 
was  no  legal  power  of  sale,  and  yet  he  pre- 
sumed the  Begistrar  had  taken  legal  advice  on 
the  matter.  He  was  very  glad  attention  had 
been  drawn  to  it. 

Mr.  TAYLOB  thought  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Masterton  must  have  made  some  mis- 
take ;  because,  if  reserves  were  blocking  settle- 
ment, their  being  sold  by  auction  would  soon 
remove  that  obstacle.  He  thought  the  facts 
that  had  been  brought  to  light  showed  that 
the  trustees  of  these  reserves  greatly  neglected 
their  duty  by  allowing  public  property  to  be 
drifted  about  in  this  manner,  and  the  sooner 
they  were  put  under  some  different  manage- 
ment the  better  for  every  one.  The  remarks 
that  had  been  made  absolutely  proved  that  it 
was  imperatively  necessary  that  something 
should  be  done  about  the  management  of  these 
reserves,  for  they  were  being  managed  in  a 
monstrous  way  now.  Those  who  had  the  con- 
trol of  these  properties  were  greatly  neglecting 
their  duty  in  not  using  them  so  as  to  carry 
out  the  purposes  of  the  trust.  He  trusted  the 
Government  would  take  some  decided  stand, 
and  would  cause  those  who  did  not  properly 
administer  the  properties  to  retire  from  the 
trusts. 

£>r.  KEWMAN  said  the  question  of  dealing 
with  education  reserves  in  this  province  had 
been  a  burning  one  for  many  years ;  but  it 
was  now  in  process  of  solution,  because,  under 
the  recently-passed  Public  Bodies'  Leaseholds 
Act,  sufficient  power  was  given  to  beneficially 
deal  with  reserves.  Under  that  Act  the  Col- 
lege Governors  had  been  able  to  lease  a  con- 
siderable number  of  their  reserves  in  the  Wai- 
rarapa  advantageously.  As  to  the  Education 
Board's  reserves,  there  would  be  no  difficulty  in 
leasing  them  at  a  very  early  period.  These 
reserves  could  not  be  leased  formerly  except  at 
ruinously  low  rates :  in  fact,  he  had  known  of 
one  case  in  which  a  lease  had  been  granted 
for  twenty-one  years  at  one  penny  per  acre ; 
and  he  thought  such  bargains  as  that  should 
not  be  allowed  at  all.  All  the  reserves  in 
the  Wairorapa  could  now  be  let  at  a  satisfac- 


tory price,  and  thus  any  block  to  settlement 
removed.  There  was  one  difficulty  in  the  way, 
however,  vrith  the  Education  Board.  There 
was  a  large  reserve  close  to  those  which  had 
been  about  to  be  sold  for  rates,  which  belonged 
to  the  College  Governors,  who  had  no  money  to 
survey  or  they  could  let  it  easily;  and  if  they 
could  get  an  advance  to  pay  for  the  survey  it 
could  be  let  within  the  next  eighteen  months 
at  a  good  rate.  And  in  the  case  of  the  primary- 
education  reserves,  assuming  they  were  sur- 
veyed they  could  now  be  easily  let,  and  their 
rents  would  reduce  the  cost  of  education  to  th« 
Government. 

Mr.  OBMOND  said  the  remarks  that  had  been 
made  seemed  to  show  a  general  condemnation 
of  the  School  Commissioners  for  not  perform- 
ing their  duties  properly,  as  they  had  full  power 
to  do.  The  facts  that  had  been  stated  certainly 
showed  a  great  amount  of  laxity  on  their  part, 
and  he  hoped  means  would  be  taken  to  compel 
them  to  attend  to  their  duties.  Ho  would 
point  out  that  the  Grown  Lands  Commissioner 
was  usually  the  Chairman  of  the  body  having 
control  of  these  reserves,  and  it  was  his  duty 
to  bring  under  the  notice  of  the  Board  any 
claims  against  the  property,  and  it  was  then 
the  duty  of  the  Board  to  provide  for  those 
claims  out  of  the  funds  at  their  disposal — 
nothing  could  be  more  simple.  He  supposed 
the  Commissioner  was  the  Chairman  here,  and 
he  hoped  it  would  be  distinctly  ascertained 
whether  the  Commissioner  had  done  hiA  duty 
in  this  respect,  and  on  whom  the  blame  rested. 
If  these  complaints  were  substantiated  it  would 
show  that  the  Government  ought  to  take  steps 
to  put  the  management  of  the  reserves  in  the 
bands  of  gentlemen  who  would  better  adminis- 
ter them. 

Mr.  FISHEB  said  he  was  glad  to  hear  the 
remarks  of  the  honourable  member  for  Napier, 
for  he  must  admit  that  the  apathy  of  the  Wel- 
lington School  Commissioners  in  this  matter 
hod  greatly  surprised  him.  The  remarks  of 
the  honourable  member  for  Masterton  and  the 
honourable  member  for  Hokonui  opened  out  a 
much  wider  view  of  the  question.  Those  re- 
marks were  worthy  of,  and  would  receive,  the 
best  consideration  of  the  Government. 

Mr.  SMITH  said  he  had  brought  the  matter 
under  notice  partly  because  the  reserves  in 
question  were  situated  in  the  district  be  repre- 
sented, and,  quite  naturally,  he  did  not  wish  to 
see  them  disposed  of  in  the  manner  proposed. 
It  appeared  that  the  Commissioners  had  let 
the  rates  for  the  secondary  reserves  go  by 
default,  and  the  local  body  was  virtually  seiz- 
ing the  primary  reserves  to  pay  the  rates  on 
secondary  reserves.  The  some  Commissioners 
hod  control  of  both,  and  he  supposed  that 
under  the  law  the  local  body  presumed  they 
had  this  power.  He  hoped  the  Government 
would  fully  consider  and  deal  with  this  im- 
portant matter. 

Mr.  BEETHAM  said  he  had  made  no  charge 
against  the  Commissioners,  but  he  condemned 
the  system.  He  knew  the  Commissioners  had 
hitherto  been  unable  to  lease  some  of  their  re- 
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selves,  uid  they  had  now  no  power  to  sell  as 
they  had  Bome  years  ago. 
Motion  for  adjournment  negatived. 

LAND  BILL. 

A  message  was  received  from  the  Legislative 
Ootmcil  stating  that  the  Council  had  passed 
the  Land  Bill,  with  certain  amendments,  in 
which  they  requested  the  concurrence  of  the 
House  of  Bepresentatives. 

Mr.  G.  F.  BICHARDSON  moved,  That  the 
amendments  be  agreed  to,  except  the  striking- 
out  of  clauses  88  and  S4  of  the  Bill  as  it  passed  the 
House,  and  the  insertion  of  a  new  clause  34 ; 
and  that  Mr.  Beetham,  Mr.  M.  J.  S.  Mackenzie, 
and  the  mover  be  appointed  a  Committee  to 
draw  up  reasons  for  such  disagreement.  The 
Council  bad  struck  out  the  provisions  for  elect- 
ing Land  Boards,  and  had  made  provision  for 
abolishing  Laud  Boards  altogether,  as  was  pro- 
posed by  the  Bill  when  first  introduced. 

Mr.  SEDDON  wished  to  move  that  the  name 
of  Mr.  O'Callagban  be  added  to  those  to  be 
appointed  to  draw  up  reasons  for  disagreeing 
with  the  amendments  made  by  the  Council  in 
this  Bill. 

Mr.  G.  F.  BICHARDSON  thought  three  was 
the  number  ordinarily  appointed,  and  if  there 
were  too  many  the  business  would  not  be  got 
through  so  quickly  as  otherwise. 

Mr.  O'CALLAGHAN  wished  to  know 
whether  the  Minister  would  take  into  consi- 
deration the  excision  of  subsection  (7)  of  clause 
26  as  a  matter  for  disagreement  with  the 
amendments  of  the  Council.  That  subsection 
provided  that  renewal  of  education  -  reserve 
leases  should  be  subject  to  the  approval  of  the 
Minister.  He  thought  the  House  would  like 
to  see  that  subsection  retained. 

Mr.  G.  P.  RICHARDSON  said  there  had 
been  so  much  feeling  in  connection  with  this 
matter  that  he  had  not  thought  it  wise  to 
reopen  it  by  objecting  to  this  amendment. 

Mr.  O'CALLAGHAN  s?.id  there  had  been  a 
good  deal  of  feeling  over  the  Waste  Lauds 
Boards  question  also. 

Sir  J.  VOGEL  asked  if  the  House  was  to 
understand  that  the  Minister  disapproved  of 
the  amendment  made  by  the  Council  with 
regard  to  Land  Boards,  because  he  understood 
that  the  amendment  made  by  the  Council  was 
supported  by  both  members  of  the  Government 
in  that  Chamber. 

Mr.  G.  F.  RICHARDSON  said  he  was  not 
responsible  for  what  took  place  in  another 
Chamber.  The  Waste  Lands  Boards  clause 
as  passed  by  the  House  had  been  thrown  out 
by  a  very  large  majority  in  the  other  Chamber. 
He  understood  the  figures  were  20  to  5. 

Sir  J,  VOGEL  said  it  was  rather  a  strange 
thing,  especially  coming  from  the  Government, 
which  boasted  that  its  members  always  voted 
together,  that  in  the  other  Chamber  the  two 
Ministers  should  have  supported  this  amend- 
ment. It  seemed  to  indicate  that  the  amend- 
ment was  made  with  the  consent  and  con- 
nivance of  the  Government.  Yet  here  the 
Government  were  proposing  to  object  to  that 
amendment. 

Mr.  Beetham 


Mr.  G.  F.  RICHARDSON  thought  the 
honourable  gentleman  was  hardly  justified  in 
using  the  expression  "connivance"  in  regard 
to  this  matter,  and  he  would  point  oat  that 
the  members  of  the  Government  in  the  other 
Chamber  had  voted  for  the  Bill  as  it  was  intro- 
duced into  this  Chamber,  although  in  this 
House  the  Government  bad  to  accept  the 
amendments  made  by  the  House. 

Sir  3.  VOGEL  said  there  could  be  no  doubt 
that  the  members  representing  the  Govern- 
ment in  another  Chamber  voted  for  and  ac- 
cepted the  amendment  made  by  the  Council  in 
this  clause.  As  to  connivance  of  the  Govern- 
ment, if  there  wa.s  no  proof  of  it,  it  was  a 
reasonable  supposition.  He  had  simply  raised 
the  point  because,  if  the  House  meant  to  insist 
on  its  decision,  it  would  probably  be  well  to 
appoint  Managers  who  were  strong  upon  the 
point.  For  bis  own  part  he  thought  tue  Land 
Boards  should  be  retained. 

Mr.  O'CALLAGHAN  moved.  That  this  House 
does  also  disagree  with  the  amendment  made 
by  the  Legislative  Council  in  striking  out  sub- 
section (7)  of  clause  26.  He  had  no  desire  to 
enter  into  the  reasons,  for  the  matter  had  bean 
thoroughly  threshed  out.  But  he  thought  there 
was  a  considerable  majority  in  favour  of  the 
position  that  was  taken  up. 

The  House  divided  on  Mr.  O'Callagan's 
amendment. 

Ates,  19. 
Beetham  Levestam  Steward,  W.  3. 

Buxton  Moss  Tumbull 

Cadman  Ormond  Walker. 

Cowan  Reeves,  R.H.J. 

Duncan  Seddon  Tellers. 

Joyce  Seymour  Fitzherbert 

Lance  Smith  O'Callagban. 

Noes,  53. 
Allen  Graham  Peacock 

Anderson  Grimmoud         Perceval 

Atkinson  Hislop  Reeves,  W.  P. 

Barron  Izard  Richardson,  E. 

Blake  Jackson  Richardson,  G. 

Brown  Jones  Ross 

Bruce  Kerr  Samuel 

Buchanan  Lawry  Stewart,  W.  D. 

Carroll  Longbrey  Taylor 

Dodson  Mackenzie,  M.  Thompson,  B. 

Peldwick  Mackenzie,  T.    Thompson,  T. 

Fergus  McGregor  Vogel 

Fisher  MoKenzie,  J.      Ward 

Fish  Micchelson  Whyte 

Fitchett  Moat  Wilson. 

Fraser  Newman  Tellers. 

Fulton  O'Conor  Marehant 

Goldie  Farata  Tanner. 

Majority  against,  84. 
Mr.  O'Callaghan's  amendment  negatived. 
Motion  agreed  to. 

Subsequently,  the  following  reasons  were 
bronght  up  by  the  Managers  for  disagreeing 
with  the  amendments  made  by  the  Legislative 
Council : — ■ 

"  (1.)  That  the  change  in  the  constitution  of 
the  Boards  was  approved  by  a  large  majority  of 
the  House  of  Representatives. 
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"  (2.)  That  a  system  of  elective  Land  Bosjrds 
brings  the  working  of  the  Iiands  Department 
under  the  review  and  control  of  the  public,  the 
proceedings  of  the  Land  Boards  being  open  to 
the  public  and  the  Press. 

"  (3.)  That  a  Commissioner  would  be  subject 
to  ^essure  difEicult  to  withstand  except  by  the 
assistance  and  advice  of  a  Board,  and  that  a 
Minister  holding  extreme  views  could  adminis- 
ter the  Land  Act  partially  except  for  such  a 
check,  the  Commissioner  being  his  servant,  and 
subject  to  dismissal  by  him. 

"  (4.)  That  the  local  knowledge  of  the  mem- 
bers of  a  Board  as  to  the  requirements  of  settle- 
ment and  the  prices  of  land  is  invaluable. 

"  (5.)  That  a  feeling  of  security  is  engendered 
by  selectors  knowing  that  in  the  Boards  they 
have  a  Court  of  appeal  from  arbitrary  decisions 
of  a  Government  official." 

The  following  reasons  were  subsequently  re' 
oeived  from  the  Legislative  Council  for  insist- 
ing on  the  amendments  : — 

<*  (1.)  That  the  amendments  disagreed  with 
were  carried  by  a  large  majority  of  the  Legis- 
lative Council. 

"  (2.)  That,  as  the  Commissioner  would,  by 
subsection  (6)  of  clause  34,  have  to  exercise  his 
functions  in  the  mode  prescribed  to  the  Board, 
publicity  would  be  the  same  in  the  one  case  as 
m  the  other. 

"  (3.)  That  the  tendency  of  elective  Land 
Boards  is  to  weaken  the  responsibility  of  Go- 
vernment in  matters  of  land-administration. 

"  (4.)  That  the  Commissioners  have  in  all 
cases  sufficient  knowledge  to  enable  them  to 
judge  as  to  the  requirements,  and  the  prices  of 
land. 

"  (5.)  That  the  feeling  of  security  in  the  de- 
cision of  the  Commissioner  would  be  strength- 
ened by  the  knowledge  that  he  is  not  controlled 
by  local  influences,  more  especially  as  there 
will  be  a  right  of  appeal  direct  to  the  Govern- 
ment against  any  arbitrary  decision  of  the 
Commissioners. 

"  (6.)  That  in  several  instances  the  expenses 
of  the  Boards  are  out  of  proportion  to  the  re- 
turns of  revenue,  and  in  the  interests  of 
economy  the  change  made  by  the  Council  is 
desirable." 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  G.  P.  RICHABDSON, 
it  was  resolved  not  to  agree  with  such  reasons ; 
and  it  was  ordered  that  a  Free  Conference  be 
asked  for :  Messrs.  M.  J.  S.  Mackenzie,  Beetham, 
and  G.  F.  Bichardson  to  be  Managers  on  behalf 
of  the  House. 

SUPPLY. 
The  House  went  into  Committee  of  Supply. 

CONSOLIDATED  FCND. 
Cl^SS  V. — EDnCATION. 

Vote,  £360,624. 

Mr.  STSHER.— As  this  vote  relates  to  a  very 
large  and  important  question,  in  which  the 
people  of  the  colony  generally  feel  a  keen  in- 
terest, I  desire  to  express  the  hope  that  the 
discussion  upon  which  we  are  about  to  enter 
may  be  approached  in  an  impartial  and  dis- 


passionate spirit.  In  order  to  eliminate  from 
the  discussion  one  contentious  element,  I  de- 
sire to  explain,  with  regard  to  the  Order  in 
Council  to  which  such  frequent  reference  has 
been  made,  that  that  Order  was  issued  as  an 
answer  to  hundreds  of  applications  for  informa- 
tion forwarded  by  every  educational  institution 
and  every  educational  authority  in  the  colony. 
No  step  has  been  taken,  and  no  step  is  pro- 
posed to  be  taken,  under  that  Order,  until  this 
House,  by  its  vjte,  shall  have  expressed  its 
decision  on  the  whole  question.  Having  given 
that  explanation,  I  hope  the  House  will  elimi- 
nate from  the  discussion  any  discordant  feeling 
which  may  have  arisen  in  consequence  of  the 
issue  of  the  Order  in  Council.  Now,  I  desire 
to  place  the  proposals  of  the  Government  be- 
fore the  Committee  in  the  plainest  possible 
form ;  and  I  may  explain  that  the  discussion 
is  taken  in  Committee  in  preference  to  being 
taken  in  the  House  for  the  reason  that  it  wiU 
give  members  an  opportunity  of  expressing 
their  opinions  upon  the  specific  points  raised  in 
a  way  m  which  they  could  not  have  been  ex- 
pressed in  a  restricted  debate  in  the  House.  I 
shall  explain  to  the  Committee  in  short  form 
what  the  proposals  of  the  Government  are,  and 
I  will  ask  honourable  gentlemen  to  maJce  a 
note  of  each  proposal  as  I  proceed,  for  that 
will  facilitate  the  discussion  upon  the  several 
points,  and  will  avoid  frequent  requests  for 
information  upon  those  points  as  the  discus- 
sion advances.  The  proposals,  then,  are 
these:  By  raising  the  school-age  to  six  we 
anticipate  that  a  reduction  of  about  8  per 
cent,  on  the  total  educational  expenditure 
would  result.  We  should  save,  say,  from 
£26,000  to  £30,000.  We  can  only  put  it  ap- 
proximately, because  there  is  a  difficulty,  as 
honourable  members  are  aware,  in  ascertain- 
ing the  exact  number  of  children  under  six 
attending  the  schools.  That  is  the  first  pro- 
posal. The  second  proposal  is  to  take  away 
the  4b.  capitation  at  present  paid,  which  will 
mean  a  further  saving  of  about  £16,000.  The 
late  Government,  it  will  be  remembered,  had 
already  taken  Is.,  and  we  propose  to  take  the 
other  Is.  That  means  a  further  reduction  of 
£16,000.  The  third  proposal  is  to  substitute 
the  principle  of  "  strict  average  "  for  the  prin- 
ciple of  "  working  average  "  in  making  out  the 
returns.  That  change,  I  anticipate,  will  result 
in  a  further  saving  of  £8,000.  The  fourth 
proposal  is  not  to  renew  the  vote  of  £8,000 
for  the  training  of  teachers  which  appears 
annually  on  the  estimates.  That  is  the  vote 
for  the  maintenance  of  the  training  colleges, 
or  normal  schools  as  they  are  called,  in  the 
difierent  education  districts.  Having  thus 
clesbrly  placed  the  proposals  of  the'  Govern- 
ment before  the  Committee,  we  propose  to 
give  the  Committee  an  opportunity  of  voting 
separately  upon  eswh.  To  give  that  oppor- 
tunity any  member  of  the  Committee  on  either 
side  of  the  House  may  submit  a  proposal  to 
reduce  the  total  vote  by  £5.  The  first  dis- 
cussion will  be  taken  on  the  question  of  raising 
the  school-age ;  and,  if  a  resolution  to  reduce 
the  vote  by  £5  is  carried,  that  will  be  accepted 
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as  indicating  the  decision  of  the  Committee 
that  the  school-age  is  not  to  be  raised.  Then 
the  Committee  will  be  invited  to  make  a  second 
and  further  reduction  of  £5  on  the  total  vote, 
and  if  that  is  carried  the  resolution  will  be 
taken  to  mean  that  the  capitation  of  4s.  is  not 
to  be  withdrawn. 

An  Hon.  Msubeb. — How  can  we  show  that 
we  wish  a  shilling  taken  oS  each  year  7 

Mr.  FISHER. — We  do  not  propose  a  gradual 
reduction  at  all.  If  the  Committee  desires  the 
reduction  to  be  gradual,  there  will  be  no  diffi- 
culty in  making  that  clear  by  a  subsequent 
distinct  proposal  to  that  effect.  We  shall  have 
no  difficulty  in  dealing  with  that  point  when 
we  reach  it.  Next,  if  the  Committee  objects 
to  the  substitution  of  the  principle  of  "  strict 
average  "  for  "  working  average,"  it  will  carry 
a  resolution  for  a  further  reduction  of  £5.  As 
to  the  fourth  proposal,  if  the  Committee  ob- 
jects to  the  abolition  of  the  training  colleges, 
it  will  reduce  the  total  vote  by  a  further  sum 
of  £5.  Thus  there  are  marked  out  four  distinct 
stages.  I  propose  that  the  discussion  shall,  so 
far  as  is  possible,  be  restricted  to  the  considera- 
tion of  the  particular  questions  in  the  order  in 
which  I  have  named  them.  I  make  these 
suggestions  in  the  interests  of  the  Committee 
itself,  because  the  Committee  will  better  under- 
stand while  discussing  one  subject  that  the 
others  have  to  come  on  in  the  order  in  which 
they  will  be  put. 

Mr.  W.  P.  BEEVES  said  it  was  understood 
that,  if  the  school-age  were  raised  to  six  years, 
certain  provision  would  be  made  to  prevent  the 
change  falling  heavily  on  country  schools. 

Mr.  FISHER.— I  will  explain  all  that  in  due 
course.    With  regard  to  the  question  of  raising 


the  school-age,  possibly  many  honoarable  mem- 
bers have  not  yet  had  an  opportunity  of  reading 
the  evidence  given  before  the  Education  Com- 
mittee. I  do  not  propose  to  read  any  of  that 
evidence,  or  even  to  .discuss  it,  but  I  propose  to 
put  before  the  Committee  the  net  resolts  of 
the  investigations  of  that  Committee  as  far  as 
they  have  gone,  and  I  shall  state  briefly  the 
opinions  of  some  most  experienced  men  — 
gentlemen  of  high  educational  standing  in  this 
colony— who  have  forwarded  to  the  Education 
Committee  their  opinions  generally  upon  tlie 
subject  of  education.  The  answers  given  by 
experts  in  regard  to  the  question  of  raising  the 
school-age  to  six  numbered  thirty-nine.  Of  the 
thirty-nine,  twenty  were  in  favour  of  raising 
the  school-age,  sixteen  were  against  it,  and 
three  offered  no  opinion  at  all.  Of  course  it  is 
fair  to  analyse  these  opinions,  and  it  is  fair 
also  to  say  that,  while  twenty  witnesses,  piin- 
cipally  School  Inspectors,  were  in  favour  of  the 
e^6  being  raised,  the  sixteen  against  are  mainly 
gentlemen  interested  in  the  maintenance  of  the 
system  as  it  is.  I  should  mention  that  all  these 
gentlemen  have  given  opinions  upon  other 
questions  submitted  to  them  by  the  Edncatdon 
Committee,  and,  as  their  opinions,  being  the 
opinions  of  experts,  are  interesting  and  valu- 
able, I  presume  I  need  make  no  apology  for 
placing  them  before  the  House.  In  addition 
to  being  interesting  and  valuable,  they  aJso 
show  how  diversified  are  the  views  of  those 
best  qualified  to  express  opinions  upon  the 
question  how  and  in  what  manner  retrench- 
ment should  be  effected.  The  names  of  the 
witnesses,  their  opinions,  and  their  ednca- 
tional  standing  are  as  follow : — 
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Now,  Sii,  in  discussing  the  question  of 
laising  the  school-age  it  has  to  be  lemem- 
bered  that  the  children  enter  the  school  at 
five  years,  and,  as  a  rule,  they  pass  the  First 
Standard  at  about  nine  years.  Therefore  the 
question  which  the  country  as  well  as  this 
Committee  has  to  consider  is  this  :  Is  the 
country  in  a  position  to  pay  for  a  period  of  four 
years  £4  a  head  for  somewhere  between  forty 
and  fifty  thousand  children  while  they  are  pEiss- 
ing  through  a  number  of  infantile  exercises 
which  do  not  advance  them  very  much  in  any 
proper  scholastic  sense  ?  I  think  it  a  sufficient 
demand  upon  the  resources  of  the  country 
that  it  should  be  asked  to  begin  to  pay  this 
£4  a  head  at  six  years  of  age.  We  have 
the  opinion  of  Dr.  Brown,  Chairman  of  the 
Otago  Education  Board,  that  it  is  positively 
injurious  to  the  physical  system  of  the  child- 
ren that  they  should  be  sent  to  school  at 
this  early  age ;  but,  he  says,  being  Chairman 
of  an  Education  Board,  "  we  are  interested  in 
getting  them  into  the  schools  for  the  purpose 
of  obtaining  the  funds.  Therefore,"  he  says, "  I 
do  not  speak  so  strongly  as  I  otherwise  would 
about  the  necessity  of  keeping  these  children 
from  the  schools."  That  is  refreshingly  candid. 
One  sees  plainly  that,  while  these  gentlemen 
— medical  men  as  well  as  educational  experts 
— hold  these  rigid  opinions  in  regard  to  the 
necessity  of  preserving  the  physical  systems 
of  the  children,  their  view  is  modified  or  alto- 
gether obliterated  by  the  other  consideration 
that  the  Boards  want  the  money  which  the 
presence  of  these  children  produces.  I  come 
now  to  the  point  raised  by  the  honourable 
member  for  Nelson.  He  wishes  to  know 
whether  we  intend  to  carry  out  the  proposal 
that  a  pupil  who  has  passed  the  Sixth  Stan- 
dard shall  not  continue  to  be  educated  at  the 
public  expense.  I  may  say  that  I  was  not 
aware,  until  I  assumed  the  office  of  Minister 
of  Education,  that  there  was  a  Seventh  Stan- 
dard taught  in  the  public  schools.  The  com- 
mon impression  throughout  the  country  is 
that  the  standards  end  at  Standard  YI. ;  but 
the  Education  Report  for  the  year  shows  that 
there  are  1,667  pupils  in  the  public  schools 
who  are  in  a  Seventh  Standard,  and  that 
the  cost  to  the  country  of  their  education 
in  that  standard  is  about  £7,000.  It  is  there- 
fore a  question  for  Parliament  to  consider, 
whether  these  pupils  should  obtain  this 
higher  education  gratuitously  and  at  the  cost 
of  the  country.  I  hold  that  it  was  never 
intended  they  should.  Why,  I  have  learned 
from  reading  some  Inspectors'  reports  that 
the  headmasters  of  certain  schools  are  not 
engaged  in  teaching  Standards  I.,  II.,  III.,  IV., 
v.,  or  VI.  They  are  exclusively  engaged  in 
teaching  Standard  VII.,  while  the  rest  of  the 
school  is  neglected.  Now,  I  am  quite  aware 
that,  in  connection  with  the  education  of 
children  of  tender  years,  the  kindergarten  sys- 
tem is  highly  approved  by  men  like  Professor 
Huxley  and  Matthew  Arnold,  and  I  should  like 
to  see  some  such  system  introduced  into  this 
country.  And  while  speolting  upon  this  branch 
of  the  subject  I  should  like  to  mention  that, 
Mr.  Fiiher 


while  I  am  not  in  favooi  of  denominational 
education,  it  is  a  singular  thing  that  ona 
religious  body — the  Anglican  Synod  of  Auck- 
land— should  be  in  a  position  to  offer  to  edu- 
cate all  our  children  of  tender  years  at  a  cost 
of  30s.  per  head  per  annum.  Now,  if  that  can 
be  done,  is  it  right  that  we  should  be  asked  to 
pay  £4  per  head  per  annum  for  children  five 
years  of  age?  I  think  this  is  the  proper  place 
to  mention,  in  connection  with  this  proposal  to 
raise  the  school-age,  that  the  Government  give 
an  undertaking  that  no  country  school  shall 
be  closed  in  consequence  of  the  adoption  of 
this  proposal,  should  it  be  carried.  We  give 
that  distinct  undertaking.  The  Government 
will  provide  whatever  money  may  be  neces- 
sary: but,  at  the  same  time,  I  think  the 
expense  of  these  schools  might  be  very  con- 
siderably reduced  if  female  teachers  were 
appointed,  as  is  the  case  in  many  other 
countries.  I  do  not  think  it  at  all  necessary 
to  employ  high-class  teachers  for  the  work  of 
going  through  the  infantile  training  of  these 
young  children.  Now  I  have  said  aJl  I  have 
to  say  in  regard  to  the  first  of  oar  pro- 
posals. I  come  now  to  the  second:  the  pro- 
posed reduction  of  4s.  in  the  capitation.  In 
discusSLDg  this,  or  any  other  proposal  which 
touches  the  cost  of  the  education  system,  I 
hold  that  Parliament  is  bound,  as  a  matter 
of  right,  to  take  into  consideration  that 
large  proportion  —  one-seventh  of  the  popa- 
lation  —  who  labour  under  a  serions  dis- 
advantage because  they  are  unable  to  avail 
themselves  of  our  educational  system.  It  is 
our  duty  to  make  that  disadvantage  as  light  as 
possible  by  reducing  the  cost  so  long  as  we  take 
care  not  to  weaken  or  lessen  the  efficiency  of 
the  system.  That  is  the  point  which  I  have  to 
urge  in  regard  to  the  necessity  for  making  re- 
ductions. Common  justice  demands  that  we 
should  have  some  regard  for  the  feelings  of 
that  large  section  of  the  community  who,  on 
conscientious  grounds,  object  to  avail  them- 
selves of  our  education  system,  and  who  object 
to  the  high  rate  of  expenditure  incurred  in 
keeping  it  up.  That  is  the  position.  On  the 
one  hand  stand  a  large  and  important  sec- 
tion of  the  community  who  quite  rightfully 
demand  that  the  cost  of  the  educational 
system,  from  which  they  derive  no  benefit, 
shall  be  minimised.  On  the  other  hand  stand 
a  great  and  influential  scholastic  guild  who 
regard  education,  and  the  education  sjrstem, 
as  a  fetish  to  which  aught  else  should  be 
sacrificed.  But,  Sir,  above  and  beyond  all 
this,  we  have  to  consider  the  interests  of  the 
taxpayer  as  a  whole.  It  will  be  the  aim  and 
object  of  this  Government,  as  much  as  it  was 
the  aim  and  object  of  any  Government  which 
preceded  it,  to  maintain  the  efficiency  of  the 
education  system  ;  but  at  the  same  time  I  say 
that,  taking  into  consideration  the  financial 
condition  of  the  country,  we  are  bound  to  se* 
whether  any  reductions  can  be  made  without 
weakening  or  breaking  down  the  system.  We  I 
say  such  reductions  can  be  made.  I  hear 
an  honourable  member,  in  an  undertone,  say, 
"  Show  us  how  this  can  be  done."    In  answer 
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to  that,  I  say  that  it  hardly  devolves  upon  the 
Government  now  to  shovr  how  that  can  be  done, 
for  it  has  already  been  done  by  several  Educa- 
tion Boards  in  the  colony.  The  Hawke's  Bay 
Bducation  Board  has  frequently  made  known 
ita  willingness  and  its  ability  to  caxry  on  the 
education  system  at  a  less  amount  than  the 
amn  now  voted.  The  Auckland  Education 
Board  has  also  frequently  discussed  the  ques- 
tion of  making  reductions ;  and  on  a  recent 
oooasion  it  voluntarily  showed  a  reduction  in 
its  expenses  to  the  extent  of  £1,000.  But  there 
is  a  Board  in  the  colony,  the  name  of  which  I 
do  not  care  to  give,  which  shows,  by  its  own 
estimates,  that  on  its  ordinary  maintenance 
account  it  will  have  in  December,  1887 — at  the 
end  of  the  present  year — a  surplus  balance  of 
£5,601 13s.  4d.  Indeed,  the  difficulty  with  some 
Boards  has  been  how  to  spend  their  surplus 
money,  and  some  of  them  have  spent  it  in  a 
manner  similar  to  the  manner  mentioned  by 
the  honourable  member  for  Dunedin  South  a 
few  evenings  ago,  in  his  reference  to  the  ex- 
penditure on  high -school  buildings  in  Dun- 
edin. 

Mr.  DODSON.— Will  the  Minister  give  us 
the  name  of  the  Board  ? 

Mr.  FISHBB.— I  would  rather  not  give  the 
name  of  the  Board,  but  I  will  give  the  name 
of  another  Board  which  has  taken  up  a  very 
creditable  position.  It  is  the  case  of  the 
Otago  Education  Board,  which  has  voluntarily 
offered  to  meet  the  exigencies  of  the  country 
by  reducing  its  expenditure  by  a  sum  of  nearly 
£9,000  a  year.  Now,  this  proposal  of  the  Otago 
Education  Board  is  to  be  found  fully  explained 
in  the  Otago  Daily  Times  of  the  18th  November 
last,  in  which  paper  will  be  found  a  very  able 
speech  by  Dr.  Brown,  the  Chairman  of  the 
Board,  from  which  I  take  this  businesslike 
sentence : — 

"  The  total  estimated  reduction,  calculated 
on  these  lines,  would  come  to  between  £8,500 
and  £9,000,  giving  a  fair  margin  over  the  esti- 
mated loss  of  revenue." 

In  connection  with  this  subject  I  may  be 
permitted  to  xead  a  letter  which  I  subse- 
qaently  received  from  a  member  of  the  Board, 
who  says, — 

"  Dunedin,  18th  November,  1887. 

"  Deab  Sib, — You  will  have  received  yester- 
day a  telegram  from  our  Chairman  giving  the 
result  of  the  financing  of  a  Committee  of  the 
Otago  Education  Board,  convened  to  consider 
the  question  of  retrenchment.  In  moving  for 
the  appointment  of  this  Committee,  I  con- 
sidered I  was  simply  discharging  an  obligation 
that  now  lies  upon  every  public  body  in  the 
colony  to  support  the  Ministry  of  the  day  in 
their  effort  to  bring  about  radical  retrench- 
ment. In  my  opinion  we  can  come  down  to 
£10,000  -  per  -  annum  reduction,  if  necessary, 
Tvithout  in  the  slightest  degree  impairing  the 
efficiency  of  the  service ;  and,  if  we  can  do  this 
in  Otago,  the  colony  can  surely  reduce  £100,000. 
The  most  pleasant  feature  of  the  whole  busi- 
ness is  the  cheerful  co-operation  of  the  teachers 
themselves,  who,  as  a  body,  are  perfectly  satis- 
fled  to  have  their  incomes  shrunk  to  meet  the 


exigencies  of  the  situation.  I  feel  certain  that 
you  will  appreciate  our  spontaneous  efforts  to 
assist  you,  and  that  our  action  will  greatly 
strengthen  your  hands  in  dealing  with  other 
£iduoation  Boards. 

"  I  simply  took  action  on  the  broad  ground 
of  retrenchment,  and  from  no  other  reason: 
indeed,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  I  cannot  be  classed 
as  a  supporter  of  the  present  Ministry.  —  I 
have,  &o., 

"John  F.  M.  Fraseb, 
"  Member  of  Otago  Education  Board." 

I  ask  honourable  members  to  specially  mark 
that  part  of  the  letter  which  refers  to  the 
willingness  of  the  teachers  to  assist  in  the 
retrenchment  scheme,  because  it  has  been  said 
that  the  only  result  of  our  proposals  will  be  a 
reduction  in  the  salaries  of  the  teachers,  and  a 
feeling  of  antagonism  has  been  set  up  on  that 
account.  Some  Education  Boards  have  taken 
up  a  distinctly  antagonistic  attitude.  The 
Wellington  Education  Board  has  thought  pro- 
per to  send  out  to  the  teachers  a  definite  inti- 
mation that  the  proposals  of  the  Government 
mean  a  reduction  in  the  salaries  of  the  teachers, 
and  that  only.  I  do  not  think  that  is  at  all  a 
creditable  manner  in  which  to  meet  the  pro- 
posals of  the  Government.  It  would  have  been 
much  better  if  the  Board  had  taken  time  to 
consider  the  subject  before  sending  out  such 
an  intimation. 

Dr.  NEWMAN. — It  was  the  Chairman  who 
sent  that  circular,  not  the  Board. 

Mr.  FISHER.— Then  I  think  the  Chairman 
took  upon  himself  a  function  to  which  he  had 
no  proper  claim.  Now,  Sir,  with  reference  to 
the  salaries  paid  to  teachers  in  New  Zealand, 
it  ha.8  been  said  that  they  are  much  lower  than 
the  salaries  paid  elsewhere.  That  is  a  question 
upon  which  the  Committee  should  have  full  in- 
formation before  it  comes  to  a  decision  on  our 
proposals,  in  view  of  the  statement  having  been 
broadly  circulated  that  those  proposals  involve 
a  reduction  of  the  teachers'  salaries.  The  fol- 
lowing table  will  show  the  salaries  paid  in 
Now  Zealand  and  in  other  colonies : — 

New  South  Wales. 
10  per  cent,  are  . .  Under  £100. 
85  ,  . .  Between  £100  and  £150. 

60  ,  ..  Between  £150  and  £300. 

5  ,  ..  Over  £300. 

The  maximum  salary  of  a  master  is  £400. 

New  Zealand. 

80-8  p.  cent,  are  . .  Under  £100. 

63-6  ,  ..  Between  £100  and  £200. 

11-9  ,  ..  Between  £200  and  £300. 

2-8  .  ..  Between  £300  and  £400. 

0-9  ,  ..  Between  £400  and  £483. 

Average  salary,  £150  2s.  2d. 

The  Victorian  salaries  are  very  much  the 
same,  and  the  Victorian  Minister  of  Publio 
Instruction  has  stated  in  Parliament  that 
the  Victorian  teachers  are  the  highest -paid 
teachers  in  the  world.  It  should  also  be  re- 
membered that,  in  addition  to  their  salaries, 
many  teachers  in  New  Zealand  receive  liberal 
bonuses.    Especially  is  that  the   case  in  the 
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Otago  Education  District.  And  further,  the 
greater  proportion  of  teachers  in  Kew  Zealand 
are  provided  with  reaidenoes.  I  do  not  say 
that  these  residences  are  given  free  in  all  dis- 
tricts, but  in  many  they  are.  In  making  these 
comparisons,  I  desire  to  illustrate  the  further 
point  as  to  the  necessity  for  the  adoption  of 
some  more  general  plan  for  the  payment  of 
teachers.  For  what  do  the  figures  in  regard  to 
the  salaries  show  7  They  show  this  inequality  : 
The  highest  salary  paid  to  a  headmaster  is 
£495,  in  Hawke's  Bay.  The  lowest,  £272,  is 
paid  to  the  headmasber  in  Taranaki — who,  it 
may  be  presumed,  is  a  man  of  equal  scholastic 
attainments.  The  highest-paid  headmaster  in 
Otago  gets  £483.  The  highest  assistant-master 
at  Hawke'A  Bay  receives  £353 ;  the  head  as- 
sistant at  Wangonui  receives  £177.  In  Otago 
the  highest  heaid  assistant  receives  £287,  as 
against  £358  in  Hawke's  Bay ;  and  in  other 
parts  of  the  colony  the  payments  are  as  fol- 
low:— 


A. 

B. 

o. 

1. 

S. 

1. 

e. 

a. 

e 

1. 

£ 

8. 

£ 

£ 

Auckland        

455 

m 

aw 

w 

170 

8H 

Taranaki        

272 

«4 

IHO 

no 

114 

65 

Wancanui      

'Wellington     

Hawke's  Bav 

Marlborougn 

347 

188 

177 

60 

197 

90 

370 

lao 

230 

BO 

liX) 

85 

495 

153 

im 

fin 

l.W 

79 

300 

1.10 

152 

40 

i.so 

15 

Nelson 

.300 

72 

2M) 

18 

140 

44 

Grey      

sao 

140 

245 

60 

150 

18 

Westland        

mat 

175 

Sin 

•m 

151 

!• 

North  Canterbury  ... 

4.59 

86 

326 

65 

104 

.30 

South  Canterbury  ... 

340 

130 

210 

m 

1R4 

64 

Ota«o    

4U3 

153 

2H7 

70 

197 

70 

Southland      

351 

149 

256 

100 

163 

£9 

Columna  A  1  and  8  give  highest  and  lowest 
■alariea  for  headmasters  in  the  several  districts; 
columns  B  1  and  2,  highest  and  lowest  for  assist- 
ants ;  and  columns  C  1  and  2,  highest  and  lowest  for 
sole  teachers. 

There  is  another  instructive  feature  about  this. 
In  Table  M,  attached  to  the  Education  Report, 
we  find  that  Otago  pays  £64,002  to  610  teachers, 
or  an  average  of  £125  per  teacher ;  while  Auck- 
land pays  £54,359  to  640  teachers,  or  an  ave- 
rage of  £84  per  teacher.  These  figures,  I  say, 
point  to  the  necessity  for  the  adoption  of  some 
better  general  plan,  under  which  men  of  equal 
attainments,  of  equal  standing,  men  who  are 
eijually  studious,  and  who  devote  themselves 
with  equal  earnestness  to  educational  pursuits, 
should  receive  salaries  proportionate  to  their 
attainments  and  ability.  I  now  come  to  the 
third  of  our  proposals,  which  is  the  substitu- 
tion of  the  strict  average  for  the  working  ave- 
rage. The  working  average  is  arrived  at  by 
making  allowance  for  what  one  might  call 
extraordinary  circumstances,  allowances  being 
made  for  absence  on  account  of  weather,  sick- 
ness, and  other  causes.  If  wo  adopt  the  strict 
average  we  shall  pay  upon  the  average  of  the 
number  of  children  who  have  actually  attended 
school.  That  is  all  I  need  say  upon  that  point. 
And  now  with  regard  to  the  fourth  proposal — 
i£r.  Fisher 


namely,  the  proposal  to  abolish  the  vote  foe 
training-colleges.  I  am  bound  to  say,  witli 
regard  to  these  colleges,  that  the  results  ob- 
tained from  them  in  different  parts  of  tha 
colony  differ  very  widely.  There  are  four  of 
these  colleges,  located  in  the  four  principal 
cities,  and  the  vote  of  £8,000  is  divided 
amongst  them.  One  is  bound  to  admit  that 
the  results  obtained  in  the  Otago  Normal 
Schools  are  very  much  better  than  those  ob- 
tained in  the  other  districts.  I  cannot  speak 
with  any  authority  with  regard  to  the  results 
obtained  in  Canterbury,  beyond  saying  that 
they  do  not  equal  those  of  Otago ;  but,  with 
regard  to  the  North  Island,  I  feel  justified  in 
saying  that  the  results  do  not  in  any  sense 
justify  the  expenditure.  It  is  also  worthy  of 
remark  that,  while  the  four  principal  educa- 
tion districts  have  had  the  benefit  of  these 
training-colleges,  the  Education  Districts  of 
Hawke's  Bay,  Taranaki,  Marlborough,  West- 
land,  and  Southland  have  got  on  just  u 
well  without  such  institutions.  In  fact,  the 
general  experience  is  this  :  that  those  tesbchen 
who  have  not  been  trained  at  the  tnuning- 
colleges  turn  out  to  be  more  efficient  pab£o 
teachers  than  those  who  have  received  their 
training  at  these  institutions.  The  principle 
upon  which  these  colleges  ore  conducted  is 
this :  The  students  or  pupils  attend  a  two 
years'  course,  during  which  term  they  receive 
at  the  different  institutions  from  £40  to  £G0  a 
year ;  so  that  on  the  average  they  receive,  say, 
£100  for  the  two  years'  attendance,  and,  is 
addition  to  that,  they  receive  their  two  years' 
tuition.  It  happens  also  that  the  pupils  ars 
mostly  females,  many  of  whom,  having  received 
a  hundred  pounds  and  two  years'  education, 
decline  for  various  reasons  to  take  up  the  woik 
of  teaching.  Then,  with  regard  to  the  mate 
pupils,  they  do  not  prove  to  be  more  successful 
than  other  teachers  not  trained  in  the  training- 
colleges  :  in  fact,  they  are  less  successful  than 
those  brought  up  in  the  ordinary  schools.  But 
I  take  it  that  upon  this  point  the  House  would 
prefer  to  have  the  opinion  of  an  expert.  I  will 
therefore  read  the  opinion  of  Mr.  Fidler, 
M.A.,  Inspector  of  the  Auckland  Kducaticn 
District.  Having  spoken  of  the  schools  in  his 
district,  and  of  the  work  sometimes  being  very 
mediocre,  he  expresses  this  opinion : — 

"  Some  of  the  schools  classed  as  very  medi- 
ocre were  in  charge  of  certificated  teachers 
from  the  Training  College,  and  I  regret  to  have 
to  say  that  in  them  either  the  work  or  the  dis- 
cipline was  not  what  was  to  have  been  expected 
in  schools  conducted  by  those  who  were  sup- 
posed to  have  gone  through  a  thorough  course 
of  training  in  the  art  of  teaching." 

That  is  the  experience  of  Auckland.  'When 
we  come  to  Wellington  the  experience  of  mem- 
bers of  the  Education  Board  is  that  the  sooner 
the  Training  College  is  abolished  the  better. 
Having  mentioned  that,  I  need  say  no  mon 
with  regard  to  Wellington.  I  thii^  it  mock 
better  that  wo  should  adopt  the  Victorian  sys- 
tem, namely,  that  of  training  our  teachers  in 
the  public  schools,  which  is  more  likely  to  gin 
them  experience  in  the  work  they  will  be  c^ed 
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upon  to  perform  when  they  come  to  occupy  the 
position  of  teiLohers.  The  instruction  given  in 
the  training-colleges  is  purely  of  a  literary 
character,  and  is  not  calculated  to  enable  the 
teachers  to  carry  out  the  duties  which  after- 
wards deTolve  upon  them.  And,  even  if  we 
■peak  of  literary  training,  I  am  bound  to  say 
that  the  literary  training  imparted  in  the  train- 
ing colleges  is  much  below  the  standard  of  that 
which  could  be  obtained  in  the  universities  of 
the  colony ;  and  I  believe  the  highly-paid  Pro- 
fessors in  these  institutions  are  absolutely  starv- 
ing for  want  of  pupils.  What  better  function, 
then,  could  these  Professors  take  upon  them- 
selves than  that  of  training  teachers  for  the 
public  schools  1  Many  of  the  headmasters  and 
assistant  masters  of  the  public  schools  are 
gentlemen  who  have  taken  university  degrees, 
and  they  have  proved  the  best  qualified  and 
most  able  teachers.  I  would  suggest  that  our 
tearohers  for  the  public  schools  should'  undergo 
a  properly-gTEtduated  course  of  training  or  ap- 
prenticeship in  the  public  schools,  and  that  at 
the  end  of  a  four  or  five  years'  course  they 
should  be  granted  the  E  certificate,  which 
would  give  them  a  fair  standing  as  teachers. 
In  this  way  we  could  provide  an  ample  supply 
of  efficient  assistants.  Sir,  I  might  detain 
the  Committee  much  longer  in  discussing  this 
branch  of  the  question,  which  is  to  me  a  most 
interesting  study.  It  is  a  portion  of  our  educa- 
tion system  in  which  I  take  a  great  deal  of 
interest:  but  I  do  not  wish  to  take  up  the 
time  of  the  Committee  longer.  I  have  only 
occupied  time  sufficient  to  explain  the  pro- 
posals of  the  Government,  so  that  the  Com- 
mittee may  clearly  nnderstand  them,  and  the 
form  in  which  they  will  be  put  to  the  Com- 
mittee. An  honourable  member  asks  me  to 
say  something  in  regard  to  the  Syllabus.  That 
is  a  subject  on  which  very  strong  opinions  are 
held,  and  I  do  not  feel  justified  in  burdening 
the  general  question  with  the  consideration  of 
that  branch  of  the  subject  now. 

Mr.  SEYMOUR  would  like  to  hear  the 
honourable  gentleman's  views  on  the  subject 
of  higher  education,  as  that  was  a  subject  of 
▼ery  great  importance  in  this  country. 

Mr.  FISHER.— I  wished  to  confine  this  dis- 
onssion  exclusively  to  the  question  of  primary 
education,  and  to  the  proposals  submitted  to 
the  House  by  the  Government ;  but,  since  the 
question  of  the  cost  of  higher  education  in  New 
Zealand  has  been  raised,  I  feel  bound  to  say 
that  the  cost  of  higher  education  in  New  South 
Wales  forms  a  very  strong  commentary  upon 
the  cost  of  higher  education  in  New  ZeeJond. 
For  instance,  the  income  of  the  high  schools  in 
New  Zealand  for  1886  was, — 

&     8.  a. 

From  endowments  . .  21,711  2  6 
From  school-fees  . .  21,189  13  7 
From  votes  of  Assembly      8,725    0    0 

£46,675  16    0 
Cost  to  State  ..     25,436    0    0 

The  average  attendance  of  pupils  was  2,213. 
It  follows  therefore  that  the  cost  per  head  was 
£21  Is.  lOd.,  of  whiob— 


Par  head. 

£    B.    d. 

The  parents  contributed  .. 

9  11    0 

Parliament            , 

1  14    0 

Endowments         , 

9  16  10 

Total  cost  per  pupil   . .  £21    1  10 
In  New  South  Wales  there  are  six  high  schools, 
with  an  average  attendance  of  688  pupils,  who 
cost  a  fraction  over  £10  per  pupil. 

Total  cost  of  these  schools  is  . .  £7,079 
Less  fees  paid  by  pupils      . .    8,751 

Net  cost  to  State  ..  £8,828 
The  figures  relating  to  the  cost  of  high 
schools  in  New  South  Wales  are  taken  from 
the  "  Special  Report  of  the  Assistant  In- 
spector-General of  Victoria  on  Public  Instruc- 
tion in  New  South  Wales."  Mr.  Brodribb, 
the  officer  named,  was  specially  instructed  by 
the  Victorian  Minister  of  Public  Instruction  to 
visit  New  South  Wales  and  report  upon  the 
sehool-systom  of  that  colony.  His  report  was 
extremely  interesting,  and  was  rather  a  sur- 
prise to  the  Victorian  people,  for  it  showed 
that  in  many  respects  the  school -system  of 
New  South  Wales  was  superior  to  the  Victorian 
system.  As  I  have  shown,  the  cost  per  high- 
school  pupil  in  New  South  Wales  is  £10, 
against  £21  Is.  lOd.  in  New  Zealand. 

Mr.  FITZHERBERT  asked  if  the  Minister 
would  say  something  about  industrial  and 
Native  schools. 

Mr.  FISHER  wished  to  inform  the  Com- 
mittee that  he  had  specially  excluded  all 
questions  from  this  discussion  which  did  not 
directly  affect  it.  He  thought  this  was  not  th« 
time  for  entering  into  questions  relating  to  the 
Native  schools  or  the  industrial  schools.  He 
was  sure  if  they  once  touched  upon  the  indus- 
trial schools  they  would  open  up  the  whole 
question  of  the  administration  of  charitable 
aid. 

Sir  J.  VOGEL  asked  if  the  Minister  con- 
sidered school-buildings  beyond  the  limits  of 
the  present  discussion. 

Mr.  FISHER  did  not  say  that  the  expendi- 
ture upon  school-buildings  went  beyond  the 
scope  of  the  present  discussion,  but  the  expen- 
diture upon  school-buildings  was  a  question 
already  disposed  of,  having  been  discussed  on 
the  public-works  estimates. 

Mr.  W.  P.  REEVES  said  the  Minister  had 
told  them  that  the  saving  proposed  by  reason 
of  the  school-age  being  raised  to  six  years  hod 
been  estimated  to  come  to  about  £26,000.  On 
the  other  hand,  the  Minister  of  Education  told 
honourable  members  that  a  certain  sum  would 
be  required  to  keep  the  country  schools  open. 
Had  any  estimate  oeen  made  of  the  sum  that 
would  be  required  to  keep  the  country  schools 
open? — because  that  would  materially  interfere 
with  the  saving  to  be  effected. 

Mr.  FISHER  said  an  amount  would  be 
taken  in  the  Appropriation  Act  to  cover  the 
necessary  cost  of  keeping  the  country  sohools 
open. 

Mz.  W.  P.  BEEVES.— What  amount? 
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Mr.  FISHEB  asked  whether  it  was  not 
sufficient  that  the  Oovemment  gave  a  pledge, 
understanding,  or  undertaking  that  the  coun- 
try schools  should  not  be  closed.  Might  it  not 
be  left  to  the  Government  to  adopt  the  very 
simple  process  of  taking  an  amount  which 
would  be  sufficient  to  keep  the  country  schools 
open  ? 

Mr.  SSDDON  said  that,  if  the  matter  were 
left  to  the  Government,  one  Board  might  be 
treated  liberally  and  another  might  be  treated 
in  a  contrary  manner.  It  was  giving  too  much 
power  to  the  Government. 

Mr.  FISHEB  hoped  the  honourable  gentle- 
man would  accept  the  assurance  that  the 
Government  would  take  the  view  that  they 
were  dealing  with  the  system  of  education, 
and  not  with  a  particular  district  or  with  a 
particular  Board  or  with  a  particular  member, 
xhey  would  take  the  large  view  of  the  matter. 

Mr.  W.  P.  BEEVES  said  the  reason  why  he 
pressed  the  question  was  that  it  distinctly 
ought  to  have  weight  with  the  House  as  to 
whether  they  should  adopt  the  proposals  of  the 
Government.  There  was  only  one  reason  why 
they  should  adopt  their  proposals — namely, 
that  this  large  saving  was  to  be  made ;  but,  if 
a  considerable  portion  of  it  was  required  for 
keeping  country  schools  open,  then  there  was 
no  reason  why  the  proposals  should  be  adopted. 

Mr.  FISH  said  that,  in  any  event,  there  must 
be  a  considerable  saving  if  the  plan  of  the 
Government  was  carried  out.  It  would  not 
afiect  large  schools  or  suburban  districts,  but 
small  country  schools,  and  he  imagined  then 
that  not  many  country  schools  would  be 
afiected.  There  would  be  a  very  large  saving ; 
and,  if  they  desired  to  make  any  attempt  to 
save  on  the  education  vote,  they  should  leave 
a  considerable  discretionary  power  with  the 
Government  until  the  experiment  was  fairly 
tested.  He  was  disposed  to  place  the  fullest 
oonMence  in  the  Government  in  this  matter. 

Mr.  CADMAK  said  there  was  one  thing  the 
Minister  had  not  explained,  and  that  was  with 
respect  to  opening  new  schools  in  the  country 
districts.  This  was  a  very  important  matter, 
as  in  a  few  years  a  number  of  new  schools 
would  be  required  all  over  the  colony. 

Mr.  FISHEB  would  like  the  honourable 
gentleman  to  understand  that,  although  they 
were  endeavouring  to  curtail  expenditure,  the 
Government  would  not  fail  to  make  provision 
for  new  schools.  He  hoped  the  honourable 
gentleman  was  as  clear  in  his  mind  on  that 
point  as  he  (Mr.  Fisher)  was. 

Mr.  LEVESTAM  said  there  was  another 
matter  on  which  the  honourable  gentleman 
had  not  spoken  at  all,  and  that  was  as  to  with- 
holding the  capitation  for  any  boys  or  girls  who 
had  passed  the  Sixth  Standard,  irrespective  of 
age.  What  he  wanted  to  know  was  this :  Did 
the  Minister  of  Education  intend  to  adhere  or 
not  to  what  was  stated  in  the  Proclamation, 
that  capitation  money  would  no  longer  be  paid 
for  children  who  had  passed  the  Sixth  Staji- 
dard  7  The  Minister  had  carefully  avoided 
to  state  that,  although  he  had  asked  the 
question  very  distinctly.    He  should  like  the 


Minister  to  reply  distinctly  to  that  question. 
Another  statement  made  by  the  Minister  was 
that,  oat  of  thirty-nine  gentlemen  who  had  been 
asked  to  state  their  opinion  as  to  the  school- 
age,  nineteen  were  in  favour  of  raising  the 
school  -  age  and  sixteen  were  against  it ;  and 
he  then  went  on  particularly  to  tell  honourable 
members  that  these  sixteen  were  all  interested 
in  continuing  the  age  as  at  present.  But  he 
did  not  tell  &em  who  the  nineteen  were,  and 
whether  they  had  any  interest  the  other  way. 

Mr.  FISHEB  said  they  were  mostly  Sebaai 
Inspectors. 

Mr.  LEVESTAM  would  like  the  honouraUo 
gentleman  to  explain  what  his  intentions  wen 
with  regard  to  children  who  had  passed  the 
Sixth  Standard  but  who  were  not  of  the  age  of 
fifteen. 

Mi.  FISHEB  said  the  answer  was  that  as  & 
rule  che*pupils  were  close  up  to  fifteen  when 
they  passed  the  Sixth  Standard.  He  eoald 
understand  the  honourable  gentleman's  objec- 
tion coming  from  the  members  from  the  West 
Coast,  where  there  were  no  training  colleges ; 
and  yet  the  children  on  the  West  Coast 
passed  the  Sixth  Standard  a  year  earlier  thts 
those  in  any  other  part  of  the  colony.  His 
opinion  was  that,  where  a  bright  or  intelligent 
child,  male  or  female,  distinguished  itself  and 
got  to  the  Sixth  Standard  below  the  age,  that 
child  ought  to  be  taken  up  by  the  Education 
Department  and  educated  SkS  a  pupil-teacher ; 
and,  whether  made  a  pupil-teacher  or  not,  it 
ought  to  have  the  right  to  go  forward  and  take 
a  scholarship  if  it  could  do  so.  That  was  a 
point  to  whioh  he  should  pay  special  atten- 
tion. But  there  were  children  of  well-to-do 
people  —  he  would  not  say  wealthy  people, 
because  he  did  not  wish  to  raise  class  distinc- 
tions— ^who  were  kept  in  the  schools  t^ter  they 
had  reached  the  age-limit  and  had  passed  the 
Sixth  Standard;  and  what  he  said  was  this: 
that  if  those  people  wished  to  give  their 
children  a  higher-class  education  w^hieh  the 
children  of  the  mass  of  the  people  did  not  get 
they  ought  to  pay  for  it.  If  they  desired  to 
reach  a  higher  standard  of  education  than  the 
generality  of  children  attending  the  common 
schools,  they  ought  to  attend  the  colleges  oi 
district  high  schools,  and  the  Education  Act, 
section  56,  said  that  for  the  education  given 
at  district  high  schools  those  who  receiTOd  it 
should  pay. 

Mr.  SMITH  thought  that,  if  the  school-age 
were  raised,  it  would  be  wise  at  first  to  let 
it  apply  only  to  the  boroughs,  and  let  oounby 
schools  be  entirely  exempted.  There  would  then 
be  a  chance  of  carrying  the  proposal ;  but  he  did 
not  think  that  country  members  would  agree 
to  their  schools  being  affected.  In  his  osn 
district  there  were  a  large  number  of  bush 
schools,  mostly  in  new  settlements,  and  about 
a  third  of  the  children  attending  them  wen 
under  the  age  of  six.  Therefore,  if  these  child- 
ren were  shut  out,  the  schools  would  be 
starved.  There  was  also  this  consideration: 
The  parents  of  these  children  were  mostly  poor 
people,  and  even  the  mothers  had  often  to  be 
absent  from  home  at  work,  and  it  was  fat 
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Ijetter  tluwt  these  children  should  be  safe  in 
schools  than  running  about  uncared-for.  Even 
ii  no  capitation  were  paid  on  them  they  should 
be  allowed  to  attend  the  schools.  He  hoped 
the  whole  proposal  aa  to  raising  the  school-age 
would  be  abandoned ;  but,  if  not,  it  should 
certainly  be  confined  to  the  borough  schools. 

Mr.  FISHER  said  that,  representations 
having  been  made  to  the  Government  by  mem- 
bers on  both  sides  of  the  House  as  to  the 
strong  feeling  existing  with  regard  to  the 
school -age  proposal,  the  Government  had 
determined  to  modify  their  proposals.  He 
did  not  say  that  any  communication  or  repre- 
sentation to  the  Government  made  by  a  sec- 
tion of  members  should  be  regarded  as  bind- 
ing on  the  Committee ;  but  the  honourable 
members  to  whom  he  referred,  speaking  for 
themselves,  had  suggested  that,  if  the  Govern- 
ment did  not  press  the  proposal  for  raising 
the  school-age,  they  would  not  object  to  the 
other  proposals  of  the  Government.  He  did 
not  know  how  far  that  might  be  in  accord 
with  the  views  of  the  Committee  as  a  whole, 
bat,  speaking  for  the  Government,  he  was  dis- 
posed to  accept  the  agreement. 

Mr.  SEDDON  disagreed  with  the  other  pro- 
posals. He  could  understand  that  members 
representing  large  centres  should  be  indifferent 
on  the  question  of  school-age ;  but  a  large 
number  of  country  schools  would  be  aSected, 
even  were  the  proposed  compromise  agreed  to. 
With  a  view  to  saving  time,  he  had  prepared 
certain  questions  to  put  to  the  Minister ;  aud  he 
would  ask  the  honourable  gentleman,  first,  if  he 
would  place  on  the  table  the  opinion  of  the 
Crown  Law  Officers  as  to  the  power  to  raise  the 
school-age  by  Order  in  Council  alone.  If  the 
honourable  gentleman  thought  it  was  not  ad- 
visable to  lay  the  opinion  on  the  table,  would 
he  give  some  idea  as  to  the  clauses  rehed  on 
by  the  Law  Officers  as  giving  that  power  ?  The 
Education  Board  of  Otago  had  put  certain 
queries  to  Sir  Bobert  Stout,  one  of  the  ablest 
lawyers  of  the  colony,  in  regard  to  this  matter, 
and  that  gentleman  had  replied, — 

"  I  am  asked  to  advise  tiie  Board  generally 
on  their  position — (1)  the  position  of  the  Board 
regarding  their  teachers ;  (2)  the  position  of 
the  Board  relative  to  the  Normal  School 
pupils — and  also  regarding  the  circular  that 
has  been  issued  by  the  Education  Department, 
of  the  intention  to  pay  a  less  amount  towards 
the  Board's  expenses  than  has  been  paid  for- 
merly. 

"  Thin  circular  states  that  the  amount  to  be 
paid,  beginning  in  January,  1888,  will  be  £3  15s. 
for  each  child  in  average  daily  attendance ;  but 
that  no  children  under  six  years  of  age,  and  no 
child  that  has  passed  the  Sixth  Standard,  will 
be  paid  for. 

"  I  assume  that  the  Parliament  will  be  asked- 
to  sanction  these  proposals  by  Act,  as,  in  my 
opinion,  the  Governor  in  Council  has  no  power 
to  make  regulations  to  give  effect  to  them.  The 
power  of  the  Governor  in  Council  to  make 
regulations  is  limited  to  nine  things:  see  sec- 
tion 100,  which  is  as  follows : — 

"  '  The  Governor  in  Council  may,  subject  to 


the  provisions  of  this  Act,  from  time  to  time 
alter  and  repeal  regulations  and  orders — 

" '  (IJ  For  the  organization  and  management 
of  the  Department  of  Education : 

" '  (2.)  For  defining  the  principle  on  which 
daily  average  attendance  shall  be  calculated : 

" '  (8.)  For  the  examination  and  classifica- 
tion of  teachers : 

"  '  (4.)  For  the  employment,  education,  and 
exammation  of  pupil-teachers : 

"  '  (5.)  For  the  issue  of  certificates  of  compe- 
tency to  teachers : 

" '  (6.)  For  the  establishment  and  maneige- 
ment  of  normal  or  training  colleges  : 

"  '  (7.)  For  defining  the  standards  of  educa- 
tion which,  under  the  provisions  of  this  Act, 
may  be  prescribed  by  regulations : 

"  '  (8.)  For  prescribing  the  times  and  manner 
of  auditing  the  accounts  of  Boards  and  Com- 
mittees. 

"  '  (9.)  For  making  such  other  regulations  as 
may  be  necessary  to  secure  the  due  administra- 
tion of  this  Act. 

" '  And  all  such  regulations  shall  fix  a  day 
on  which  the  same  come  into  force,  and  shall 
be  published  in  the  Oazette,  after  which  they 
shall  have  the  force  of  law,  and  shall  be  laid 
before  both  Houses  of  the  General  Assembly  as 
soon  after  they  are  passed  as  circumstances 
will  permit.' 

"  If  it  were  contended  that  under  subsection 
(2)  there  was  power  to  alter  the  school-age  I 
might  point  out  that  this  subsection  refers  ob- 
viously to  subsection  (2)  of  section  8,  which  is 
as  follows :  '  In  payment  to  the  Board  of  every 
district  of  a  sum  of  £3  15s.  for  each  child  in 
average  daily  attendance  at  a  public  school, 
such  average  daily  attendance  to  be  computed 
in  manner  prescribed  by  regulations.' 

"  The  regulations  to  be  made  under  subsec- 
tion (2)  can  only  define  how  this  average  daily 
attendance  is  to  be  computed.  It  makes  no 
provision  for  either  fixing  the  age  or  the  stan- 
dard the  child  has  reached  as  a  test  of  pay- 
ment. 

"The  Act  makes  two  provisions  regarding 
the  age  of  pupils.  (1.)  The  school-age,  under 
section  83,  is  defined  as  being  between  five  and 
fifteen  ;  and  I  submit  that  the  obvious  meaning 
of  the  Act  was  that  all  children  were  to  be 
admitted  free  who  were  between  those  ages. 
(2.)  The  other  provision  of  the  Act  dealing  with 
school-age  or  attendance  is  that  called  the 
compulsory  clauses.  In  these — 89  and  90 — 
there  is  provision  that  the  children  must  attend 
between  seven  and  thirteen.  Their  parents  or 
guardians  may  apply  for  exemption,  inter  alia, 
if  the  child  has  passed  a  certain  standard; 
bat  there  is  nothing  compelling  a  guardian  or 
parent  to  do  so,  and  I  am  of  opinion  that,  if 
the  exemption  were  not  asked,  a  parent  or 
guardian  would  be  bound  to  send  the  children 
between  these  ages.  If  the  new  regulation  is 
carried  out  sections  83  and  89  of  the  Act  would 
be  altered  or  modified.  Of  coarse  the  Govern- 
ment may  expect  School  Committees  and 
Boards  to  receive  children  in  the  schools  for 
which  there  is  to  be  no  capitation-allowance. 
But  surely  this  would  be  a  positive  alteration 
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of  the  Act.  T  am  of  opinion  that  regnlations 
'for  defining  the  principle  for  calculating  the 
average  daily  attendance  cannot  declare  that 
children  of  Bchool-age  are  not  to  be  deemed  to 
be  enrolled,  and  that  the  regalation  is  ultra 
vires  of  the  Governor  in  Council. 

"  I  mention  these  points,  and  I  assume  that, 
though  the  Governor  in  Council  has,  on  the 
advice  of  his  Ministers,  made  a  regulation,  the 
Parliament  will  be  asked  to  validate  it  by 
amending  the  Edacation  Act.  If  the  Act  is 
not  altered,  and  the  proposals  are  attempted  to 
be  carried  out,  then  they  will  be  given  efiect  to 
without  the  sanction  of  the  law,  and  I  should 
hardly  think  such  a  step  will  be  taken  by  any 
Bdncation  Department. 

"  Obedience  to  the  law  is  the  important 
thing  to  be  observed  in  a  country  with  matitu- 
tions  like  ours ;  and  a  Department  of  Education, 
whose  duties  are  onerous  and  important,  will 
be  the  last  to  disregard  the  law  and  set  an 
example  that  cannot  help  being  baneful. 

"  1.  The  position  of  the  Board  regarding 
teachers.  —  I  am  of  opinion  that  the  Board 
have  no  power,  without  the  consent  of  the 
teacher,  to  lower  any  teacher's  salary  unless 
three  months'  notice  of  the  intention  to  do  so 
is  given.  The  teachers  are  practically  three- 
monthly  servants,  and  thoir  salary  cannot  be 
lowered  at  a  week's  or  a  month's  notice. 

"  2.  The  engagements  entered  into  by  the 
Board  with  Normal  School  students  are  bind- 
ing on  the  Board.  They  have  been  made  under 
the  sanction  of  the  Act  and  of  the  regulations 
approved  by  the  Minister  nnder  the  Act,  and 
I  do  not  see  how  the  Board  can  refuse  to  carry 
them  out.  It  may  be  said  if  the  Board  are 
sued  they  have  no  funds.  That  would  mean, 
however,  that  all  the  assets  ore  exhausted  ;  and 
that  cannot  well  be  said.  If  the  true  position 
of  matters  was  pointed  out  to  the  Minister  I 
cannot  believe  that  he  or  the  Parliament  will 
ask  the  Board  to  repudiate  contracts  solemnly 
and  legally  entered  into,  unless  indeed  it  is 
thought  desirable  to  destroy  the  education 
system  altogether.  I  cannot  believe  this  is 
desired,  and  I  am  of  opinion  that  the  altera- 
tions have  been  proposed  without  a  Imowledge 
of  the  position  in  which  the  Education  Board 
are  placed. — Robebt  Stout." 

It  was  true  that  the  attendance  of  children 
under  seven  or  over  thirteen  could  not  be  made 
compulsory ;  but,  if  the  parents  chose  to  send 
them,  had  not  the  Board  legal  power  to  claim 
from  the  Government  capitation  in  respect  of 
them?  The  Government  had  told  them  that 
the  Crown  Law  Officers  were  of  opinion  that 
the  Boards  had  no  legal  remedy  in  such  cir- 
cumstances ;  but,  seeing  the  opinion  given  by  a 
gentleman  of  such  standing  in  the  legal  pro- 
fession as  Sir  Robert  Stout,  it  was  only  right 
the  Committee  should  have  the  fullest  and 
most  certain  information  possible  on  tho  sub- 
ject. While  the  general  rule  against  the  pro- 
duction of  the  opinions  of  the  Law  Officers 
might  be  a  good  one,  he  thought  the  Com- 
mittee should  be  told  what  clauses  the  Law 
Officers  had  relied  on  as  to  the  power  to  issue 
tiio  Order  in  Council.  On  that  point  he  wished 
Mr.  Seddon 


to  have  clearly  defined  what  the  position  of  the 
Government  was  and  what  was  the  position  of 
the  Education  Boards.  Unless  the  matter  was 
cleared  up  there  might  be  a  lot  of  money 
wasted  in  litigation.  If  there  was  any  doubt 
as  to  the  power  of  the  Government,  would  thcnr, 
if  the  House  decided  that  the  school-age  shoold 
be  raised,  bring  in  a  Bill  to  give  effect  to  the 
wish  of  the  House  ? 

Mr.  PYKE  thought  the  last  speaker  was 
under  a  misapprehension.  Schoolmasters  were 
not  paid  by  capitation.  He  knew  a  school  ia 
which  there  were  only  twenty  children,  and 
the  master  received  £145  salary  and  £20  bonus. 
As  a  general  rule,  the  salaries  came  to  less  than 
the  capitation  in  the  boroughs  and  more  in  the 
country.  He  must  enter  his  protest  against 
the  compromise  proposed  by  the  Minister,  for 
he  was  most  strongly  of  opinion  that  the  school- 
age  should  be  raised.  He  thought,  in  the  first 
place,  that  it  was  a  waste  of  public  money 
to  send  children  between  the  ages  of  five  and 
six  to  school.  Why  should  the  State  schools 
become  State  nurseries?  If  it  was  necessary 
to  keep  schools  open  for  these  children,  let 
kindergarten  be  established.  To  send  a  boy  of 
five  years  to  school  was  an  act  of  cruelty, 
to  begin  with;  both  mentally  and  physically 
the  child  would  be  injured  thereby,  and  there 
was  no  patriotism,  no  common  -  sense,  no 
humanity  in  doing  that  which  would  tend  to 
ruin  a  child  body  and  mind.  He  remembered 
a  long  time  ago  a  song  very  popular  in  England, 
of  which  a  verse  ran  thus : — 

There's  a  good  time  coming,  boys, 

A  good  time  coming : 
lilttle  obildreu  shall  not  toil 
Under,  or  above,  the  soil 

In  the  good  time  coming. 
But  shall  play  in  healtbfnl  flelos. 
Till  limbs  and  mind  grow  stronger. 
And  every  one  shall  re&d  and  mite. 
WaitaUttlelongerl 
We  ought  to   allow  our  children   to   play  in 
"  healthful  fields  "  a  little  longer.    It  might  be 
said  that  these  were  sentimental  reasons ;  but 
there  was  a  good  deal  of  truth  and  philosophy 
in  sentiment  sometimes ;  and,  apart  from  thai 
aspect  of  the  question,  any  one  who  knew  any- 
thing of  the  matter  would  know  that  then 
would  be  a  good  deal  of  saving  by  raising  the 
school-age  as  had  been  proposed :  and  every  one 
must  know,  too,  that  the  colony  was  not  in  a 
position  to  any  longer  keep  baby-farms.    For 
these  reasons  he  should  be  compelled  to  vot« 
against  the  Minister  if  he  allowed  the  school- 
age  to  remain  Ets  it  was  at  the  present  time. 

Mr.  FISH  regretted  to  say  that  he  found 
himself  ui  a  most  unfortunate  position.  During 
the  whole  of  this  session  every  measure  which 
the  Government  had  brought  forward  up  to  thi 
present  time  he  had  felt  it  his  duty  to  oppose, 
and  now,  when  a  matter  came  up  on  whicm  he 
could  heartily  support  them,  he  found  that  tlu 
Ministry  were  weakly  ready  to  accept  a  oora- 
promise.  If  there  was  anything  good  in  tin 
proposals  of  the  Government  as  laid  before  the 
House  by  the  Minister  that  morning  it  was 
with  regard  to  this  question  of  the  redacbon 
of  the  capitation -grant,  paying  upon  a  stziet 
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average  instead  of  a  working  average,  the 
abolition  of  the  training-schoola,  and  the  in- 
crease of  the  school-age.  The  last,  to  his  mind, 
-was  the  most  important  of  all ;  and  yet  that 
yras  the  proposal  which  the  Minister  was 
villing  to  give  up  I  He  felt  so  strongly  npon 
this  point  that  he  should  divide  the  House 
upon  it  and  take  a  vote  against  the  withdrawal 
of  this  proposal  if  be  had  no  one  to  follow  him 
in  the  lobby.  None  of  the  proposals  which  the 
Minister  had  brought  forward  could  have  so 
much  commended  itself  to  the  good  sense  of 
the  House  and  the  country  as  that  one.  He 
afiteed  with  the  last  speaker,  who  said  that 
children  should  not  be  sent  to  school  who 
were  under  the  age  of  six  years.  Parents 
who  bad  any  sense  of  responsibility  as  to 
the  future  welfare  of  their  children  would  not 
send  their  children  to  school  at  so  early  an 
•ge.  It  was  only  thofo  who  were  desirous  of 
getting  rid  of  the  respoasibility  of  looking  after 
their  children  who  were  so  anxious  to  send 
them  to  school  between  the  ages  of  five  and  six 
years.  He  was  therefore  very  sorry,  after  the 
excellent  reasoning  which  had  been  given  to 
the  House  by  the  Minister  of  Education — and 
he  could  heartily  compliment  the  honourable 

gentleman  on  the  very  clear  manner  in  which 
e  had  put  his  statement  to  honourable  mem- 
bers— that  he  should  recede  now  from  the  most 
tenable  grounds  that  he  had  for  the  position  he 
had  taken  up.  If  they  were  to  have  retrench- 
ment, if  this  was  not  an  idle  cry,  in  what 
better  way  could  they  retrench  than  by  taking 
something  from  the  people  which  was  of  no 
value  to  them?  Onu  argument  that  he  ad- 
mitted to  be  reasonable  against  the  proposition 
of  the  Government  was,  that  it  might  be  injuri- 
ons  to  the  country  schools ;  but,  when  the 
Minister  of  Education  met  tbat  objection  in  the 
very  fair  manner  in  which  he  did  by  saying 
that  under  no  circumstances  should  a  school  be 
closed  on  account  of  this  increase  of  school-age, 
he  (Mr.  Fish)  thought  all  objections  to  the  pro- 
position should  be  withdrawn.  The  propositions 
were  practically  of  a  tentative  character.  It 
was  an  experiment  that  was  being  made  ;  and 
the  experiment  ought  to  be  proceeded  with, 
because  it  was  worth  trying,  and,  if  in  the 
course  of  a  year  or  two  it  was  found  that  it  did 
not  work  well,  it  could  very  easily  be  abandoned. 
He  was  afraid  that  the  Minister  of  Education 
had  not  had  sufficient  time  at  his  disposal 
since  accepting  office  to  go  thoroughly  into  the 
questions  which  related  to  his  department ;  nor 
did  he  (Mr.  Fish)  intend  to  raise  Uiose  questions 
in  their  broader  aspect  at  this  period  of  the 
session.  He  hoped  that  by  next  session  the 
honourable  gentleman  would  have  grasped  the 
-whole  question  in  relation  not  only  to  primary 
education  but  also  to  secondary  education. 
The  Minister  should  approach  that  subject  with 
a  view  to  seeing  whether,  in  his  opinion,  a 
secondary  system  was  necessary  at  all  in  this 
colony;  and,  if  he  found  that  it  was,  he  should 
go  still  further  into  the  matter,  and  sec  that  it 
was  conducted  in  a  way  that  would  lead  to  a 
great  improvement  in  the  relations  between  the 
primaiy  and  secondary  systems.    He  should 
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see  that  there  should  be  no  such  loss  of  teach- 
ing-power as  there  was  at  the  present  time, 
owing  to  the  absence  of  relationship  between 
the  two  systems.  The  honourable  member  had 
cursorily  said  that  it  was  a  scandalous  thing 
that  secondary  education  sboald  cost  £24  per 
head  in  New  Zealand,  while  in  New  South 
Wales  it  cost  only  £10.  There  was  no  doubt 
that  was  a  scandal,  and  it  was  a  subject  well 
worth  the  consideration  of  the  Oovemment  and 
the  House.  The  House  had  too  long  neglected 
this  very  important  question,  and  it  haid  been 
neglected  owing  to  the  local  feeling  which  had 
been  engendered  in  consequence  of  the  endow- 
ments which  had  been  made  in  one  place  and 
another  for  educational  purposes.  The  Province 
of  Otago  had  most  weakly  and,  he  was  justi- 
fied in  saying,  most  shamefully  wasted  money 
derived  from  these  reserves,  mainly  owing  to  A 
fear  that  the  reserves  would  be  wrested  from 
them  at  some  time  or  other.  It  was  so  in 
other  parts  of  the  colony,  he  had  no  doubt. 
The  people  in  the  localities  where  the  reserves 
were  situated  would  net  grapple  with  the  ques- 
tion for  fear  of  losing  something  that  they  at 
present  possessed.  So  things  were  going  on 
from  day  to  day,  and  the  evil  was  increasing. 
It  was  time  that  that  feeling  was  given  up,  and 
that  the  House  should  attempt  to  deal  practi- 
cally and  seriously  with  the  whole  question  of 
education,  both  from  a  primary  and  a  secondary 
point  of  view.  With  regard  to  the  reduction  of 
the  capitation  by  4s.,  he  thought  that  that 
ought  to  be  carried  by  the  House  unanimously. 
He  was  not  inclined  to  argue  out  the  details 
and  show  how  it  would  aflect  this  one  or  that 
ono ;  but  he  wished  to  say  this :  that,  from 
his  experience  of  local  bodies,  which  had  been 
considerable,  he  knew  that  when  any  reform 
of  this  sort  was  raised  there  was  always  an  out- 
cry that  this,  that,  or  the  other  would  ba 
injured,  and  that  the  local  body  could  never 
get  on;  but,  when  the  reform  was  carried 
out  in  spite  of  all  protests,  it  was  found  that 
things  worked  very  well,  and  that  people  then 
came  to  wonder  how  it  was  that  they  had  not 
carried  out  the  reform  long  before.  So  it  would 
be  in  this  matter.  If  the  House  said  to  the 
Boards  that  they  must  get  on  without  this  4s., 
it  would  soon  be  found  that  the  system  worked 
very  well,  and  that  the  Boards  carried  on  veiy 
well  notwithstanding  the  loss.  Whilst  on  this 
question  he  should  like  to  say  he  should  be  glad 
if  the  Minister  would  consider  the  question  of 
doing  away  with  Education  Boards  altogether. 
If  there  was  one  department  more  than  another 
of  government  action  in  connection  with  which 
it  was  possible  to  centralise,  it  was  this  mat- 
ter of  education.  It  was  a  matter  which  es- 
sentially oonoemed  the  whole  colony,  and  ho 
had  no  doubt  that,  whatever  Ministry  came 
into  office,  no  matter  to  which  party  they  be- 
longed, they  would  deal  fairly  and  justly  with 
the  whole  colony.  He  did  not  say  for  a  mo- 
ment that  the  Education  Board  of  Otago  had 
not  done  good  work ;  but,  judging  by  what  he 
had  seen  of  that  Bosird,  he  had  no  doubt  that 
all  over  the  colony  there  was  a  good  deal  of 
money  being  wasted  by  these  Boards ;  thou- 
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a&nds  of  pounds  annually  could  be  saved  to  the 
colony  if  these  Boards  were  dispensed  with. 
Iiook  at  the  officers  they  employed,  look  at 
the  paraphernalia  employed  and  the  expense 
incurred, — which  could  be  got  rid  of  if  the 
whole  thing  were  centred  in  the  Oovemment. 
In  connection  with  this  question  they  saw,  in 
Otago,  that  the  Committee  of  one  of  the  largest 
safaurban  schools  were  anxious  to  retain  the 
services  of  a  teacher  whose  conduct  and  ser- 
vice they  considered  satisfactory,  as  did  also 
a  large  majority  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  dis- 
trict, as  expressed  in  a  public  meeting;  and  jret 
they  fonnd  the  Education  Board  arbitrarily 
dismissing  the  teacher  notwithstanding  these 
emphatic  protests  I  Such  a  thing  showed  that 
there  was  something  wrong  with  the  machinery, 
and  that  it  should  be  altered  in  some  way.  He 
was  certain  that,  if  the  various  district  Commit- 
tees had  larger  powers  given  to  them,  and  the 
Boards  were  done  away  with,  great  good  would 
be  done  to  the  cause  of  education  generally. 
Q^en,  there  should  be  no  hesitation  in  doing 
away  with  the  extra  capitation-grant.  That 
strict  average  should  be  taken  also  appealred  to 
him  a  good  suggestion.  That  might  aSect  the 
question  of  teachers'  salaries,  but  the  Minister 
abonld  deal  with  that  point  also,  and  he  had 
promised  that  the  subject  should  engage  his 
attention.  The  better  equalisation  of  salaries 
of  various  teachers  was  desirable.  In  Otago 
the  teacher  who  had  been  fortunate  enough  to 
get  a  large  school  would  be  receiving  a  salary 
of  £550  or  £560  a  year,  whilst  other  men,  who 
were  equally  competent  but  who  had  small 
schools,  would  only  receive  £130  or  £150 ;  and 
this  difference,  he  thought,  was  too  great.  He 
was  not  quite  sure  as  to  the  wisdom  of  abolish- 
ing the  training-schools.  In  Otago  that  school 
worked  remarkably  well,  and  it  enabled  the 
children  of  poor  people,  if  they  passed  a  certain 
examination,  as  a  matter  of  right  to  become 
trained  as  school-teachers ;  whereas  without 
such  an  institution  it  might  be  only  those  who 
could  bring  influence  to  bear  that  would  get 
appointed  pupil-teachers  in  the  schools.  The 
Statement  by  the  Minister,  that  the  average 
age  at  which  children  passed  the  First  Standard 
was  nine  years,  had  come  upon  him  as  a  sur- 
prise. He  should  have  thought  it  was  nearer 
■even  or  eight  years. 

Mr.  FISHKB  said  the  Education  Report  of 
1887,  Table  F,  showed — "  Average  age  at  which 
children  pass  the  standards — Standard  I.,  age 
8*8  " — that  was  eight  and  four-fifths. 

Mr.  FISH  said  even  if  that  were  only  ap- 
proximately correct  it  showed  distinctly  that 
there  was  no  necessity  to  send  children  to 
school  between  the  ages  of  five  and  six.  He 
hoped  the  Minister  would  adhere  to  his  pro- 
posal, and  take  a  vote  on  the  question  of  raising 
the  school-age.  Regarding  the  Seventh  Stan- 
dard, the  Minister  showed  clearly,  by  the  return 
produced,  that  there  wore  only  1,600  children 
in  the  Seventh  Standard;  and  these  cost  the 
country  £7,000 1  He  held  that  that  money  was 
thrown  away.  The  standards,  he  thonght, 
should  be  reduced  to  five,  and  the  system  of 
scholarships  extended,  so  that  by  that  means 
Mr.  Fish 


bright  boys  and  girls  whose  parents  deaiied 
that  they  should  go  further  could  obtain  tlis 
advantages  of  secondary  education.  He  thonght 
it  was  a  mistaken  idea  that  it  was  necessary  to 
give  the  bulk  of  the  community,  nine-tenths  of 
them,  an  education  beyond  the  Fifth  Standard, 
and  that  in  doing  so  they  unfitted  the  children 
for  those  avocations  of  life  which  they  ware 
necessarily  compelled  to  follow.  He  would 
strongly  aidvocate  giving  every  boy  and  girl  in 
the  colony  a  good  sound  education  ;  bat  he  did 
not  think  it  necessary  to  give  all  who  would  fol- 
low various  trades  and  farming  and  artisan  em- 
Sloymenta  education  beyond  the  Fifth  Stan- 
ard.  Besides  that,  at  the  present  time  they 
were  taking  boys  and  girls  away  from  useful 
occupations  at  which  they  would  be  much  bat- 
ter employed  them  they  were  in  going  to  school. 
He  said  this  in  the  interest  of  those  whom  he 
mainly  represented — the  working-classes.  The 
honourable  gentleman  had  made  a  remark  to 
the  effect  that,  as  the  Roman  Catholics  ware 
non- participants  in  the  State  education,  we 
should  restarict  our  expenditure  upon  it  as 
far  a«  possible.  That  argument  seemed  fair 
enough ;  but  he  should  like  the  honourable 
gentleman  to  consider  whether  it  was  not 
right  that  the  Roman  Catholics  should  have 
some  GLSsistance  from  the  State,  as  well  as 
the  members  of  other  religious  denomina- 
tions. Why  should  not  that  body  of  oui  fal- 
low-colonists receive  some  aid  towards  teaching 
their  children  ?  We  saved  an  enormous  sum 
owing  to  the  fact  that  the  Roman  Catholics  did 
not  send  their  children  to  the  State  schools, 
and  it  would  pay  better  to  give  them  a  capita- 
tion-allowsaco  than  to  induce  them  to  send 
their  children  to  the  schools,  for  if  they  at- 
tended the  State  schools  the  acconunodatiom 
would  have  to  be  enlarged,  and  a  large  addi- 
tional expenditure  incurred.  This  quesdon 
was  perhaps  not  in  the  line  of  the  present 
discussion;  but  it  was  one  that  must  angige 
the  attention  of  the  House,  and,  on  the  ground 
of  fairness,  sooner  or  later  the  claim  of  the 
Roman  Catholics  would  have  to  be  satisfied. 
He  hoped  the  Minister  would  take  a  vote  upon 
the  question  of  raising  the  school -age,  and 
he  should  be  happy  to  go  with  him  into  the 
lobby  on  that  matter. 

Sir  J.  VOGEL  was  at  a  loss  to  know  how  to 
deal  with  this  subject,  as  it  came  before  them 
in  such  a  strange  fashion.  To  begin  with,  (he 
honourable  gentleman  in  charge  of  the  esti- 
mates had  given  a  positive  assurance,  when 
being  elected,  that  he  would  neither  alter  the 
standards  nor  the  school-age  until  he  had 
absorbed  the  endowments  into  the  general 
pool.  Therefore  it  seemed  to  him  that  this 
proposal  to  alter  the  school-age,  and  to  some 
extent  to  alter  the  standards,  by  only  educat- 
ing up  to  the  Sixth  Standard,  would  be  the 
forerunner  of  the  absorption  of  the  endow- 
ments. But,  putting  that  on  one  side,  he 
thought  the  House  was  placed  in  a  most 
absurd  position.  The  education  system  of  ths 
colony  was  one  of  its  most  cherished  insti- 
tutions—  one  of  its  most  important  institu- 
tiona — and  large  changes  had  practically  been 
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made  by  the  Qovemment  Trithout  the  autho- 
rity of  law,  and  the  House  was  now  asked 
to  express  an  opinion  on  the  subject  by  a 
vote  of  £5.  Wbete  would  be  the  tecoid  ?  He 
was  not  even  aware  that  a  Hansard  leport 
was  being  taken  in  Committee;  it  was  not 
generally  done.  Where  would  be  the  record  of 
honourable  members'  opinions  on  the  question, 
voting  whether  a  sum  should  be  £5  more  or 
less?  This  was  placing  the  House  in  a  most 
absurd  and  unfair  position.  He  contended 
that  the  Qovemment  had  no  right  to  go  the 
length  they  had  gone  in  the  way  of  making  a 
public  announcement  to  the  various  Boards, 
and  in  that  way  stimulating  those  Boards  to 
give  notices  and  make  changes,  without  having 
previously  taken  the  authority  of  the  House. 
He  contended,  further,  the  taking  a  vote  in 
Supply  as  to  whether  or  not  the  amount  should 
be  reduced  by  £5  was  not  giving  the  House 
a  right  and  fair  opportunity  of  recording  its 
opinions.  There  were  many  opinions  upon  this 
subject,  and  these  could  not  find  any  means  of 
utterance  on  the  question  of  simply  £5  more 
or  less.  There  appeared  to  be  no  doubt  what- 
ever that  the  changes  proposed  could  not  be 
legally  made  without  the  authority  of  an  Act. 
He  held  in  his  hand  the  opinion  of  Sir  Robert 
Stout  upon  the  subject ;  and  he  did  not  think 
any  one  who  read  that  opinion,  so  clearly  and 
,  concisely  expressed,  could  have  any  doubt 
whatever  as  to  the  meaning  of  the  Act 
which  was  at  present  in  force,  or  that  it 
was  not  going  beyond  the  law  for  the  Minister 
of 'Education  to  have  instituted  such  changes, 
or  to  institute  such  changes  in  the  future 
without  special  authority  of  law.  It  was  clear 
that  the  Minister  of  Education  had  not  power 
to  issue  regulations  altering  the  school -age 
{or  children,  and  the  Minister  was  now  asking 
the  Committee  to  concur  in  an  illegality.  He 
now  came  to  the  various  points  of  the  pro- 
posals, and  he  would  first  take  the  question 
of  the  reduction  of  the  subsidy  by  4s.,  and 
the  statement  that  the  country  schools  would 
not  suSer.  It  was  clear  that  the  honourable 
gentleman  was  somewhat  mistaken  as  to  the 
conditions  under  which  these  subsidies  were 
paid.  If  they  were  given  in  such  a  manner 
that  the  amounts  to  the  country  schools  as 
against  the  town  schools  were  ear-marked,  it 
would  be  possible  to  say  that  the  reduction 
in  the  subsidies  would  not  affect  the  country 
schools ;  but,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  the  Boards 
had  the  whole  revenue  in  their  hands,  and  the 
result  was  that  the  country  schools  received 
the  surplus  after  the  town  schools  were  pro- 
vided for.  Therefore,  if  the  school -age  were 
reduced,  and  also  the  amount  of  subsidies  paid, 
the  result  would  be  that  the  country  schools 
would  be  in  a  worse  position  than  they  were  in 
now.  There  was  no  logical  manner  m  which 
snch  a  proposition  could  be  carried  out  under 
the  present  law.  Ko  doubt  it  was  worthy  of 
consideration  whether  the  scheme  of  capitation 
should  not  be  so  altered  as  to  allow  of  different 
amounts  being  paid  to  town  schools  and  to 
country  schools ;  but  the  figures  lately  quoted 
by  the  honourable  gentleman — and  which  he 


(Sir  J.  Vogel)  might  say  were  compiled  at  his  re- 
quest before  he  left  office — showing  the  average 
cost  of  schools  of  different  sizes,  proved  the  fal- 
lacy of  the  idea  that  the  country  schools  could 
be  kept  intact  while  reducing  the  amount  of 
capitation.  He  believed  that  at  the  present 
time,  in  the  case  of  schools  with  an  attendance 
of  over  a  hundred,  the  average  expenditure  was 
over  £3  per  head ;  in  schools  with  an  attend- 
ance of  from  fifty  to  a  hundred,  it  was  over  £4  . 
per  head ;  and  in  the  case  of  schools  under 
nfity  it  was  nearly  £6  per  head.  It  was  clear, 
therefore,  that  striking  off  children  under  six 
years  of  age,  and  taking  the  exact  numbers  at- 
tending at  country  schools,  would  not  regulate 
the  amount  which  those  schools  would  receive 
from  the  Boards.  The  late  Government  pro- 
posed that  the  reduction  should  be  at  the  rata 
of  Is.  a  year,  and  he  could  see  no  reason 
why  the  House  should  increase  that  rate  of 
reduction.  He  was  content  that  Is.  should 
be  reduced  for  the  present  year,  and  another 
shilling  for  next  year,  and  so  on  ;  but  how  he 
was  to  propose  such  a  thing  he  did  not  know, 
under  the  proposition  that  there  should  be 
only  a  general  reduction  of  £5.  The  mode 
in  which  the  question  was  placed  before  the 
Committee  was  preposterous,  and  only  showed 
the  way  in  which  it  was  sought  to  fetter  the  dis- 
cretion and  liberty  of  the  House.  As  to  the  re- 
duction in  the  school-age,  he  thought,  himself, 
that  it  was  not  desirable  that  children  should 
be  sent  to  school  before  they  were  seven  years 
of  age ;  but  that  was  only  his  individual  opin- 
ion ;  tod  they  knew  that  the  practice  obtained 
amongst  parents  of  sending  their  children  to 
school  at  as  early  an  age  asfive  years,  and,  under 
our  boasted  free  system  of  education,  we  should 
not  prevent  parents  carrying  out  their  ideas  in 
that  respect.  There  was  no  doubt  that  a  great 
many  parents  were  in  the  position  that  when 
their  children  grew  to  a  certain  age  they  re- 
quired their  services,  some  at  twelve  years  of 
age,  and  some  at  fourteen ;  and  if  the  age  at 
which  those  children  could  be  sent  to  school 
was  raised  it  would  be  putting  it  out  of  the 
power  of  those  parents  to  give  their  children  a 
proper  education.  The  proposition  of  the  Go- 
vernment was  a  retrograde  step,  and  one  that 
was  opposed  to  our  liberal  system  of  education ; 
and  it  was  not  in  harmony  with  the  condition 
of  these  institutions  before  the  General  Go- 
vernment absorbed  them  from  the  Provincial 
Governments.  He  was  decidedly  against  in- 
creasing the  school-eige  unless  a  very  specifio 
intimation  were  given  by  the  House  that  it 
should  be  done.  Moreover,  it  was  a  question 
which  should  be  decided  by  Act,  and  not  merely 
by  resolution  in  Committee  or  even  in  the  House. 
He  had  heard  it  said  that  some  members  of 
the  Opposition  and  some  of  those  who  supported 
the  Government  had  agreed  to  a  compromise ; 
but  he  was  no  party  to  anything  of  the  kind, 
and  had  only  heard  of  it  when  mentioned  by 
the  honourable  gentleman  in  charge  of  the 
estimates.  He  would  strongly  urge  upon  those 
who  considered  themselves  members  of  the 
Opposition  not  to  be  led  into  any  arrange- 
ment whatever,  even  11  they  approved  of  these 
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aJterations,  because  an  offence  would  be  com- 
mitted against  the  iaw  if  any  action  were 
taken  without  the  sanction  of  the  House  by 
Act.  Further,  be  said  that,  even  if  honourable 
members  had  agreed  to  the  proposals,  they 
had  no  right  to  allow  them  to  be  carried  out 
under  a  vote  of  a  reduction  of  £5,  more  or  less, 
but  that  they  should  insist  upon  their  being 
given  effect  to  in  a  constitutional  manner.  With 
regard  to  the  general  question,  they  knew  what 
the  effect  would  be  of  taking  from  the  revenues 
of  the  Boards.  The  Minister  of  Education 
proposed  to  take  some  £60,000  or  £70,000  from 
the  Boards.  He  could  not  say  that  the  honour- 
able gentleman  had  not  authority  to  do  that, 
and  he  was  disposed  to  agree  with  the  honour- 
able gentleman  in  regard  to  gradually  doing 
away  with  the  training-schools,  because  he  did 
not  think  the  State  had  any  more  right  to 
educate  persons  to  be  schoolmasters  or  school- 
mistresses than  it  had  to  educate  persons  to  be 
doctors  or  lawyers.  Therefore  he  was  favour- 
able to  doing  away  with  those  schools,  pro- 
vided it  was  done  in  a  legal  manner.  But  let 
the  Committee  look  at  the  effect  of  taking 
away  £60,000  or  £70,000  from  the  revenue  of 
the  Boards,  and  it  must  be  seen  at  once  that 
that  meant  a  reduction  in  the  salaries  of 
teachers  to  the  extent  of  15  per  cent.  And  he 
would  ask,  if  it  was  justifiable  to  force  upon 
school-teachers  such  a  reduction,  why  should 
it  not  be  made  to  apply  to  the  Civil  Service 
generally  ?  As  far  as  he  could  see,  there  was 
not  the  slightest  intention  on  the  part  of  the 
Government  to  do  that.  The  late  Government 
proposed  a  pro  rat&  reduction ;  but  he  would 
not  discuss  that  now,  and  would  only  ask, 
why  should  they,  without  any  notice,  force  on 
school-teachers  this  large  pro  ratd  reduction? 
If  there  was  any  way  in  which  an  honour- 
able member  could  enable  him  to  vote  in  favour 
of  Is.  reduction  this  year  and  another  shilling 
next  year,  and  so  on,  be  would  support  such  a 
proposition.  Otherwise,  he  took  it  that,  if  they 
voted  for  the  proposition  as  it  now  stood,  to 
take  off  Is.,  it  would  be  open  to  the  Govern- 
ment to  propose  a  reduction  of  another  shilling 
next  ^ear.  He  hoped  the  House  would  not 
sanction  the  raising  of  the  school-age  to  six 
years ;  and,  if  it  were  sanctioned  in  this  irregular 
manner,  he  trusted  the  question  would  after- 
wards be  tried  by  law ;  and  the  Government 
would  then  learn  that  they  could  not  override 
the  laws  of  the  country  without  taking  the 
proper  constitutional  mode  of  doing  so. 

Mr.  FISHER  desired  to  take  advantage  of 
the  earliest  opportunity  to  say  th%t  the  agree- 
ment to  which  he  had  referred  earlier  in  the 
day,  which  was  intended  to  give  effect  to  the 
wishes  of  many  members  on  both  sides  of  the 
House,  had  proved  unsatisfactory  to  both  sides; 
and  therefore  he  would  ask  the  Committee  to 
vote  upon  the  proposals  in  the  form  in  which 
he  had  submitted  them  that  morning.  He 
wished  also  to  say  that  if  the  proposals  as  a 
whole  were  carried  the  Government  would  still 
adhere  to  the  understanding  that  the  country 
schools  should  receive  full  assistance. 

Mr.  PEACOCK,  confining  himself  in  the 
Sir  J,  Vogel 


meantime  to  the  point  before  the  Committee, 
thought  the  position  taken  up  by  the  honour- 
able member  for  Christchurch  North  was  cer- 
tainly inconsistent,  and  could  not  be  justified. 
The  honourable  gentleman  said  very  decidedly 
that  in  his  opinion  seven  years  was  young 
enough  to  send  children  to  school ;  and  yet  he 
even  objected  to  the  age  being  made  six  years. 
The  honourable  gentleman  should  not  refrain 
from  carrying  out  his  decided  opinion  merely 
for  party  purposes. 

Sir'  J.  VOGEL  explained  that  what  he  said 
was  in  regard  to  his  own  children ;  but  other 
parents  hsid  a  right  to  their  own  opinions  with 
regard  to  their  children. 

Mr.  PEACOCK  thought  it  might  at  all  events 
be  asserted  that  those  who  advocated  the  rais- 
ing of  the  school-age  to  six  years  as  a  means 
of  economy  in  the  education  system  might 
claim  to  be  as  good  friends  to  that  system  as 
those  who  objected  to  the  change  being  ms<da. 
The  matter  might  be  viewed  from  two  stand- 
points— first,  the  question  of  precedent  for  the 
adoption  of  that  age ;  and,  second,  considering 
our  own  circumstances  in  this  colony,  was 
there  any  valid  reason  against  the  proposed 
change  ?  With  regard  to  the  question  of  pre- 
cedent, he  held  in  his  hand  the  general  re- 
port of  the  School  Commissioners  of  Scot- 
land, in  which  it  was  stated  that  practically 
the  age  was  six  years  there.  In  the  United 
States  also  the  general  school -age  was  six 
years.  And  the  same  applied  to  Germany. 
He  was,  of  course,  aware  that  there  were 
some  arrangements  in  the  latter  country 
with  regard  to  infant  instruction ;  but,  speak- 
ing as  to  the  primary  schools,  the  school-age 
was  practically  six  years.  Then  there  was  the 
other  question.  It  was  stated  by  those  who 
were  opposed  to  raising  the  school-age  that 
children  would  be  running  about  in  &e  gut- 
ter, and  that  certain  evils  would  befall  them 
by  so  doing.  He  should  ask  the  Committee 
what  it  really  meant.  He  presumed  honour- 
able members  would  not  dispute  that,  so  far  as 
bodily  health  was  concerned,  it  was  far  better 
for  a  child  at  that  age  to  be  breathing  the 
fresh  air  and  developing  itself  physically  thaa 
to  be  cooped  up  in  the  close  atmosphere  of  a 
schoolroom  for  five  hours  a  day.  Surely  there 
could  be  little  difference  of  opinion  upon  that 
point.  Very  well,  what  was  the  evil  to  bo 
apprehended  in  case  the  children  were  allowed 
to  remain  outside  between  the  ages  of  five 
and  six  years?  Was  it  moral  contamination? 
Then,  he  put  it  whether  the  proposition  did  not 
refute  itself.  From  whom  would  they  receive 
evil  example  or  loam  bad  language  7  Surely 
it  would  be  from  children  older  than  them- 
selves. But  these  children  would  be  in  school, 
and  therefore  he  maintained  that  the  objec- 
tion had  no  force.  There  was  thus  a  decided 
advantage  in  receiving  physical  outdoor  exer- 
cise at  an  early  age ;  and  contamination  from 
children  older  than  themselves  could  not  take 
place,  because  the  older  children  would  bo  in 
school  at  the  time.  He  was  very  glad  to  hear 
the  Minister  of  Education  say  that  ho  would 
adhere  to  this  point,  and  that  the  Coinmitte» 
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onld  take  a  vote  npon  it.  He  thought  that 
>nsideiable  advantage  'trould  result  in  the 
lape  of  economy  by  the  adoption  of  the  Oo- 
smment's  proposition,  especiallT  as  they  were 
Bsuxed  that  precautions  would  be  taken  so 
lat  country  schools  would  not  suffer  if  such 
plan  were  carried  out. 

Mr.  ORMOND  was  glad  the  Minister  of  Edu- 
Sktion  had  decided  to  adhere  to  his  proposition, 
nd  for  this  reason :  that  he  knew  from  practical 
iperience  that  the  amount  he  asked  was  suffi- 
ient,  if  it  were  properly  administered,  to  pro- 
ide  everything  that  was  wanted  in  the  district 
shools  of  the  colony.  He  (Mr.  Ormond)  rose 
}r  the  purpose  of  quoting  the  expenditure  that 
}ok  place  in  the  district  he  came  from,  and 
tiere  the  expenditure  was  kept  within  the 
mount  given  under  the  Act  and  the  Is.  allow- 
nce ;  and,  besides  being  kept  within  that 
mount  for  several  years,  a  large  sum  had  been 
laced  to  the  credit  of  the  building  account 
iter  providing  for  the  cost  of  education.  The 
istrict  be  came  from  was  called  the  Hawke's 
tay  District,  and  it  was  a  very  large  and  scat- 
ered  one.  It  extended  from  the  East  Cape 
own  to  Woodville.  It  included  as  large  and 
a  scattered  a  population  as  there  was  in  the 
olony,  and  hod  a  very  large  proportion  of  small 
chools.  Therefore  it  laboured  under  the  great- 
st  disadvantages  that  any  district  could  labour 
inder.  As  a  rule,  the  salaries  paid  by  the  Board 
rould  compare  with  those  of  other  districts, 
xcepting  in  one  particular:  that  the  same 
arge  salaries  were  not  paid  in  schools  that  had 
ery  small  averages  of  attendance ;  and  he 
ntirely  agreed  with  the  honourable  gentle- 
aan  that  those  schools  should  be  provided 
sr  by  employing  certificated  female  teachers 
astead  of  male  teachers,  and,  of  course,  at  a 
mailer  salary.  He  had  been  looking  to  see  how 
i  was  that  in  other  districts  they  could  not  do 
a  they  did  in  Hawke's  Bay — provide  for  their 
chools  with  the  amount  placed  at  their  dis- 
osal ;  and  the  reasons  were  :  first,  that  there 
ras  a  great  dificrence  in  the  proportionate  cost 
f  administration — the  Boards  were  more  ex- 
ravagant  with  their  officers.  That  was  one 
auso.  The  other  cause  was  that  to  which 
le  had  referred — it  was  that  they  paid  in  the 
mall  schools  in  the  country  districts  salaries 
ut  of  proportion  to  the  work  to  be  done,  and 
rhich  could  be  done  more  economically.  He 
aight  give  the  figures,  showing  what  was  done 
&st  year  in  the  district  which  he  wished  to 
>ut  as  an  example  before  the  House.  In  that 
istrict,  extending  from  the  East  Cape  to  Wood- 
ille,  there  were  4,198  attendances,  which,  at 
'4  a  head,  gave  £16,792.  The  allowance  for 
nspection  was  £800 ;  consequently  the  total 
ncome  lost  year  was  £17,092.  The  following 
ras  the  expenditure :  Salaries,  including  the 
ioard,  inspection,  and  everything,  £900  ;  inci- 
ental,  £200;  teachers' salaries,  £10,774;  bonus 
n  tuition  of  pupil-teachers,  £330 ;  bonus  on 
.verage  results,  £1,000;  and  School  Commit- 
ees,  £1,600.  That  totalled  up  £14,804  for  the 
Eist  year;  so  that  there  was  left,  out  of  the 
aoneys  fjlowed  by  Parliament,  a  balance  of 
>2,288.    That  showed,  at  any  rate,  that  educa- 


tion was  carried  out  as  efficiently  in  his  dis- 
trict as  anywhere  else  ;  and  he  believed  a  re- 
ference to  the  Inspector-General  would  elicit 
from  that  gentleman  the  opinion  that  the 
schools  there  were  as  efficiently  taught  and 
as  well  equipped  as  any  schools  in  the  colony. 
They  endeavoured  to  supply  small  country 
schools  with  female  teachers,  when  these  could 
be  got,  or  by  giving  salaries  according  to  the 
work  ;  and  where  good  men  were  wanted  they 
paid  them  higher  wages  than  were  paid  in  any 
other  part  of  the  colony.  He  had  worked  out 
what  would  be  the  position  of  that  district  under 
the  allowance  of  £3  15s.,  and  supposing  children 
between  five  and  six  years  were  excluded  from 
the  schools ;  and  he  found  that  then,  with  some 
500  children  deducted  from  the  average  attend- 
ance, instead  of  having  4,000  odd  attending 
there  would  be  3,619 ;  and  that  number,  Sit 
£3  15b.,  would  give  a  revenue  of  £14,116.  They 
would  be  able  to  pay  every  salary  exactly  the 
same  to  all  the  principal  teachers,  pay  the 
same  bonuses,  give  the  same  allowance  to 
School  Committees — do  everything  except  pro- 
vide for  the  tuition  of  these  500  children,  which 
would  be  a  very  small  sum,  because  they  did 
not  cost,  on  an  average,  the  same  sum  as  older 
children.  He  was  able  to  show  that  in  that 
district  they  could  provide  the  whole  education 
at  £3  15s.  with  no  reduction  of  salaries,  the 
same  allowance  to  School  Committees,  and  the 
same  average  results  upon  the  work  of  the 
teachers,  and  do  it  for  the  money  the  Oovem- 
ment  proposed ;  and  he  saw  no  reason  why  that 
could  not  be  done  in  other  parts  of  the  colony. 
The  question,  then,  was,  Could  they  assist  the 
Minister  in  arriving  throughout  the  colony  at 
such  a  result  ?  It  appeared  to  him  that  one  of 
the  things  required  to  bo  done  was  that  there 
should  be  established  one  fixed  scale  on  which 
all  teachers  should  be  put  in  proportion  to  the 
attendance  at  their  schools.  If  that  were  done, 
they  could  at  once  do  something  which  would 
establish  an  average  expenditure  all  over  the 
colony.  No  part  of  the  colony  could  then  com- 
plain, and  the  teachers  would  put  themselves 
on  a.  better  basis  than  they  were  on  at  this 
moment.  If  that  were  done,  they  would  do 
away  with  the  anomaly  referred  to  by  the 
Minister  when  he  opened  the  subject  to  the 
Committee.  He  (Mr.  Ormond)  took  a  liberal 
scale  of  salaries  all  through,  and  payments 
according  to  work  and  results.  He  would  not 
have  the  anomaly  which  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Dunedin  South  had  pointed  out,  that  of 
a  man  having  a  school  for  which  he  was  getting 
a  large  salary,  and  a  master  alongside  getting 
a  much  smaller  salary,  although  they  had  each 
equal  claims.  If  teachers  were  paid  according 
to  the  work  done,  according  to  attendance  and 
results,  and  if  a  proportionate  limit  were 
placed  on  the  cost  of  administration,  and  the 
system  assimilated  all  over  the  colony,  the 
cost  of  education  would  be  enormously  reduced, 
and  they  would  be  able  to  carry  out  what  the 
Minister  proposed — provide  education  at  the 
diminished  cost  he  proposed.  He  had  shown 
that  in  one  district  it  was  absolutely  possible 
to  give  effect  to  the  Minister's  proposEds;  and 
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he  challenged  any  honourable  gentleman  who 
disagreed  with  him  to  get  the  opinion  of  the 
Inspector-General  so  as  to  obtain  that  gentle- 
man's opinion  as  to  the  condition  of  the  schools 
he  was  referring  to.  He  ventured  to  say  that 
the  Inspector-General  would  state  that  the 
schools  of  Hawke's  Bay  were  as  well  pro- 
Tided  with  tesbching-power  and  in  every  other 
respect  as  any  other  schools  in  the  colony.  If 
he  had  succeeded  in  showing  this,  he  thought 
he  had  done  something  towards  establishing 
the  principle  which  the  Government  were 
contending  for.  A  word  now  as  to  what  had 
been  said  against  raising  the  school-age  to  six. 
It  was  contended  that,  if  they  did  this,  they 
would  injure  the  country  schools.  Those  who 
said  this  did  not  remember  that  in  the  case 
of  country  schools,  infinitely  more  than  town 
schools,  children  between  five  and  six  were  in 
a  great  number  of  cases  unable  to  go  to  the 
schools.  The  schools  were  so  isolated,  and  the 
children  had  to  travel  such  long  distances, 
that  a  large  proportion  of  the  children  between 
five  and  six  did  not  attend  these  schools.  In 
fact,  the  number  of  these  children  as  compared 
with  those  of  older  ages  was  comparatively 
small.  It  was  a  question  open  to  controversy 
08  to  the  benefits  which  children  between  five 
and  six  derived  from  attending  town  schools. 
All  sorts  of  opinions  could  be  got  from  spe- 
cialists on  that  subject,  but,  as  far  as  he  had 
been  able  to  read  and  instruct  himself,  the 
general  belief  was  that  a  child  under  six  years 
of  age  could  get  no  real  benefit  from  the  teach- 
ing. That  the  child  got  some  benefit  from 
having  a  little  order  or  regularity  put  into  his 
life  was  the  most  that  could  be  contended ; 
but  it  was  all  that  could  be  sought  by  those 
who  were  in  favour  of  that  principle.  But  they 
were  obliged  to  do  at  the  present  time  what 
their  means  enabled  them  to  do;  and  parents 
of  children  of  that  young  age  must  be  told 
that  the  country  could  not  provide  nurseries  for 
them.  Therefore  he  hoped  this  limit  of  the 
age  to  five  would  not  be  insisted  on,  but 
that  they  would  raise  the  age  to  six.  He 
would  be  one  of  the  first  to  raise  his  voice 
against  the  minimum  age  being  raised  to 
seven,  because  it  would  be  taking  away  one 
of  the  years  when  children  were  beginning  to 
benefit  by  education,  and  robbing  them,  in 
many  cases,  of  one  of  the  few  years  during 
which  they  could  remain  at  school.  He  had 
therefore  dealt  with  the  school-age,  and  with 
the  reduction  of  the  capitation  to  i:3  ISs.  With 
regard  to  the  strict  average,  he  was  bound  to 
say  to  the  Committee  that,  if  the  other  reduc- 
tions were  made,  that  could  be  allowed,  because 
he  had  only  been  able  to  show  to  the  House 
that,  in  the  district  he  came  from,  they  were 
able  to  provide  everything  on  the  present  scale 
on  the  ordinary  average  attendance,  and  the 
Minister  told  them  that  the  difference  between 
ordinary  and  strict  average  would  be  a  sum  of 
£8,000  over  the  whole  colony.  Therefore  he 
was  unable  to  contend  from  his  experience  that 
that  could  be  done  without  making  some  reduc- 
tions in  the  scale  of  the  salaries  and  the  other 
moneys  paid  to  the  teachers.  Wishing,  as  he 
Mr.  Ormond 


did,  to  see  the  full  system  maintained,  he  did 
not  see  that  they  could  agree  to  the  further  re- 
duction proposed.  As  to  disallowing  capitation 
on  those  who  had  passed  the  Sixth  Standard, 
that,  he  thought,  was  an  illiberal  pro- 
posal. The  parents  of  1,670  children,  and 
the  children  themselves,  chose  to  avail  them- 
selves of  a  privilege  now  given  them  of  get- 
ting further  education  after  they  had  psissed 
the  Sixth  Standard,  and  he  did  not  think  they 
should  be  deprived  of  that  privilege  which  the 
law  allowed  them  now.  He  hoped  that  next 
session  they  would  consider  how  the  primary 
schools  should  connect  and  be  merged  with 
the  secondary  system,  and,  if  proper  proposals 
on  that  subject  were  made,  he  should  agree 
with  those  who  would  do  away  with  the  Sixth 
Standard.  Then,  there  should  be  a  system  of 
scholarships,  which  would  give  every  child  in 
the  colony  the  possibility  of  getting  higher  edu- 
cation under  the  secondary  system  :  the  bene- 
fits of  the  secondary  system  should  be  open  to 
all  ejike,  even  the  poorest,  which  they  certainly 
were  not  now.  However,  that  was  a  large  sub- 
ject, which  there  was  not  now  time  to  discuss. 
He  agreed  with  those  who  thought  the  Com- 
mittee was  bound  to  take  into  consideration 
the  position  of  that  section  of  the  community 
who  did  not  derive  any  benefit  from  our 
education  system  —  he  meant  the  Roman 
Catholics.  In  considering  proposals  of  this 
kind  on  the  part  of  the  Government  it  was 
their  bounden  duty  to  remember  that  section 
of  the  community ;  and,  remembering  that  they 
did  not  derive  any  benefit  from  our  system,  it 
was  more  the  duty  of  the  House  than  it  other- 
wise would  be  to  make  the  charge  for  education 
press  as  lightly  as  possible  on  the  taxpayers,  so 
that  the  Catholics  might  feel  it  as  lightly  as 
possible.  He  went  further  and  said  that  that 
section  of  the  community  were  entitled  to  soma 
assistance  from  the  colony  in  the  education  of 
their  own  children :  but  the  present  was  not  the 
time  to  discuss  that  question.  He  hoped  the 
House  would  agree  to  the  proposals  of  the  Go- 
vernment ;  and  if  they  were  passed  he  was  sure 
the  Boards  would  be  able  to  bring  down  theii 
expenditure  to  more  reasonable  limits  without 
in  any  way  affecting  their  capability  of  giving 
a  good  education  to  the  children  of  the  colony. 
Mr.  BARRON  hoped  the  Committee  would 
not  agree  to  the  proposals  of  the  Government. 
Ho  did  not  know  who  those  honourable  mem- 
bers were  who  had  suggested  a  compromise  to 
the  Government,  but  he  did  not  agree  with  any 
of  the  proposals.  Here  they  were,  with  only 
two  or  three  days  more  to  consider  a  large 
amount  of  important  business,  hurrying  through 
a  discussion  on  such  an  important  question  as 
this,  which  merited  exhaustive  consideration 
and  discussion.  Early  in  the  session  the  House 
appointed  a  Select  Committee  to  inquire  into 
the  whole  education  question,  and  that  Com- 
mittee had  token  a  great  deal  of  evidence,  but 
found  that  the  evidence  ofiered  was  so  volu- 
minous, and  the  subject  itself  so  large,  that  it 
was  utterly  impossible  for  it  to  come  to  any 
mature  conclusion  and  make  a  report  of  emy 
value  during  the  time  at  its  disposal ;  and  they 
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had  therefore  recommended  that  the  inquiry 
should  be  postponed  till  next  session,  and  that 
in  the  meantime  no  material  cheinges  should 
be  made.  Now,  he  believed  it  would  be  very 
onwise  to  make  now  any  changes  such  as  those 
proposed,  because  they  might  be  making  some 
ohanges  hurriedly  that  they  would  afterwards 
find  there  was  cause  to  regret.  He  thought 
that  honourable  members  would  be  perfectly 
iostified  in  saying  to  the  OoTsmment,  "We 
have  had  a  useful  preliminary  discussion, 
we  know  exactly  the  opinions  of  the  Gkivem- 
ment,  but  we  do  not  think  that  any  material 
changes  should  be  made  before  the  subject 
oan  be  fally  considered,  and  therefore  it  would 
be  well  to  let  the  whole  matter  stand  over  till 
next  session,  when  we  shall  be  able  to  deal 
with  it  and  perhaps  to  dispose  of  it."  Many 
honourable  members  had  spoken  of  the  great 
eost  of  the  system.  Well,  whose  money  was 
it?  It  was  the  money  of  the  great  mass  of 
the  people.  A  glance  at  the  list  of  onr  chief 
sources  of  revenue  showed  that  it  was  the 
great  mass  of  the  people  who  provided  the 
greatest  portion  of  the  revenue ;  and  this  was 
one  of  the  most  important  of  the  few  inadequate 
returns  they  got  for  the  heavy  contributions 
they  made  to  the  cost  of  the  public  adminis- 
tiation.  No  doubt  there  were  extravagances 
in  ourpresent  education  system,  and  economies 
might  be  possible  without  affecting  the  effi- 
ciency of  the  system;  but  changes  should  be 
approached  in  the  most  careful  manner,  and 
they  had  not  sufficient  evidence  to  warrant 
them  now  in  making  those  changes.  The 
Minister  of  Education  was  only  new  to  his 
portfolio,  and  he  could  not  be  supposed  to  have 
nad  time  to  give  that  exhaustive  consideration 
to  the  subject  that  be  otherwise  would,  and 
therefore,  for  the  sake  of  his  own  reputation, 
he  should  hesitate  to  lay  a  finger  on  the 
system  until  he  was  more  fully  possessed  of 
information  than  he  possibly  could  be  now  as 
to  the  direction  in  which  reforms  should  go. 
If  the  Minister  would  make  up  his  mind  to 
leave  the  system  this  session  as  it  was,  and  to 
make  an  exhaustive  inquiry  throughout  the 
colony  during  the  recess,  it  would  be  a  very 
good  thing.  He  would  benefit  by  the  general 
and  local  knowledge  so  acquired,  and  ho  would 
find  that  reforms  were  called  for  in  one  part 
of  the  colony  which  might  be  undesirable  in 
others.  For  instance,  there  were  the  normal 
schools,  which  had  apparently  been  a  failure 
in  some  districts,  while  in  Otago  they  had  evi- 
dently been  a  great  success.  There  were  many 
difierenccB  of  that  kind,  which  the  Jlinister 
should  carefully  consider  before  proposing  any 
snch  radical  changes  as  these  now  before  the 
Committee.    He  (Mr.  Barron)  should  not  sup- 

Eort  any  of  the  changes  now  proposed,  although 
e  should  be  very  glad  the  next  session,  after 
getting  fall  information,  and  giving  the  subject 
long  and  careful  consideration,  to  consider  each 
proposal  on  its  merits,  and  possibly  to  support 
some  of  them. 

Mr.  SEDDON  would  remind  the  Minister 
that  he  had  not  answered  a  question  put  by  him 
(Mr.  Seddon)  some  time  before  with  reference 


to  the  legal  power  of  the  Government  to  raise 
the  school-age  except  by  amending  the  Edu- 
cation Act.  It  was  most  undesirable  to  give 
any  possibility  for  wasting  public  money  in 
litigation  over  such  a  matter.  He  would  ask 
the  Minister  to  decide  that  the  school -age 
should  not  be  raised  in  the  country  districts, 
and  that  capitation  payments  on  working 
average  should  continue,  the  capitation  not 
being  decreased.  He  would  show  that  the  pro- 
posals of  the  jlinister  would  have  the  cfiect 
of  closing  schools  in  the  country  districts,  and 
therefore  that  the  reductions  should  certainly 
not  apply  to  country  districts.  That  was  the 
only  fair  way  of  meeting  the  contingencies  that 
were  bound  to  arise.  Those  who  had  passed 
the  Sixth  Standard  should  not  be  excluded 
from  the  schools  in  districts  where  there  were 
no  means  of  secondary  education ;  because 
to  allow  them  to  continue  at  the  primary 
schools  was  the  only  way  by  which  they 
could  prepare  for  the  Civil  Service  examina- 
tions. It  would  be  grossly  unfair  to  withdraw 
the  capitation  in  'such  oases  in  districts  in 
which  there  were  no  means  of  secondary  edu- 
cation. He  had  been  connected  for  twenty 
years  with  the  working  of  education  in  New 
Zealand.  Before  the  general  system  was 
started,  and  when  means  for  schools  had  to 
be  obtained  in  the  best  way  available,  he  had 
taken  a  part  in  it,  and  since  the  system  was 
established  in  1877  he  had  been  closely  and 
intimately  connected  with  its  working ;  and 
he  would  state  to  the  Committee  how  his  ex- 
perience caused  him  to  regard  the  present  pro- 
posals. It  would  he  less  unfair  to  the  Westlond 
District  if  the  Oovemment  raised  the  school- 
age  and  did  not  persist  in  their  other  proposals 
than  vice  versA.  There  were,  say,  seventy 
children  under  six  attending  school  in  the 
Westland  District,  and  the  Board  would  receive 
as  capitation  for  them  about  £270,  and  there- 
fore to  exclude  them  would  mean  so  much 
loss  of  revenue.  But  the  effect  of  adopting  the 
other  three  proposals  of  the  Oovemment  would 
be  a  loss  to  the  Board  of  £900  a  year,  the 
two  sums  together  being  just  one-fifth  of  the 
Board's  present  yearly  revenue.  It  would 
therefore  be  preferable  for  that  district  that 
the  school-age  should  be  raised  to  six,  and  that 
the  Government's  other  proposals  should  be 
negatived.  Now,  to  bring  the  expenditure  of  the 
Board  within  the  reduced  revenue,  the  Board 
would  have  to  reduce  the  salaries  of  its 
teachers.  The  total  amount  paid  away  by  the 
Board  was  £6,000,  of  which  £4,238  was  paid  to 
teachers,  so  that  if  the  revenue  were  reduced  by 
one-fifth  there  must  be  a  reduction  of  teachers' 
salaries.  But  already  the  teachers  in  Westland 
were  paid  less  than  they  were  in  any  other  part 
of  the  colony,  and  if  they  were  further  reduced 
the  result  would  be  that  the  best  of  the 
teachers  would  be  lost  to  the  district,  and  a 
great  blow  would  bo  struck  at  education  in 
that  part  of  the  colony.  And  he  might  say, 
in  reply  to  a  remark  which  had  been  made 
by  the  Minister  of  Education,  that  in  the 
Westland  District  the  value  of  the  residences 
was  taken  into  account  when  the  teachers' 
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salaries  were  fixed,  and  bo  were  the  payments 
of  bonuses  for  teaching  pupil-teachers.  Then, 
let  the  House  look  at  the  figures  as  to  the 
salaries  paid  to  teachers  in  different  education 
districts.  In  Taranaki  there  were  forty-one 
teachers  rtceiving  £100  a  year;  in  Westland 
there  were  thirty-five  receiving  under  £100 ;  in 
Taranakii  there  were  twenty  who  received  be- 
tween £100  and  £200  ;  in  Westland  there  were 
twenty  receiving  between  £200  and  £300,  in 
Taranaki  one,  in  Westland  five.  In  Hanke's 
Bay  sixty-five  teachers  received  under  £100, 
thirty-nine  received  between  £100  and  £200, 
nine  between  £200  and  £300,  two  between  £300 
and  £400,  and  one  over  £400.  In  Westland 
there  were  none  over  £300.  These  proved  that 
the  salaries  now  paid  in  Westland  were  very 
small ;  and  how  was  it  possible  for  the  Board  to 
further  reduce  them?  Then,  as  to  the  attend- 
ance. Table  3  of  the  Kducation  Report  of 
1886  showed  that  the  average  attendance  in 
Hawke's  Bay  was  95-7  per  cent.,  whilst  in 
Westland  it  was  68-9  per  cent.,  and  in  North 
Canterbury  it  was  70-4  per  cent.  That  would 
show  how  much  would  be  lost  by  Westland  if 
the  strict  average  were  to  be  taken.  Owing  to 
an  adverse  climate,  and  the  distances  pupils 
had  to  travel  in  Westland,  the  attendance  was 
very  likely  to  be  interfered  with,  and  what 
would  not  be  felt  in  Hawke's  Bay  would  be  very 
seriously  felt  in  Westland.  The  honourable 
member  for  Napier  should  have  remembered 
that  when  he  was  speaking ;  and  it  was  owing 
to  those  influences  that,  while  Westland 
would  lose  £280  or  £300  if  the  school-age 
were  raised,  it  would  lose  £900  if  the  capi- 
tation were  reduced,  and  if  the  strict  average 
were  taken  instead  of  the  working  average. 
As  to  the  size  of  the  schools,  Westland  showed 
very  poorly  by  comparison  with  others.  In 
Westland  there  were  five  schools  where  there 
were  under  20  pupils,  two  in  which  there  were 
less  than  25,  six  in  which  there  were  less  than 
fiO,  three  in  which  there  were  less  than  100, 
one  only  where  there  were  ISO,  two  where 
there  were  250,  and  only  one  where  there 
were  more  than  800.  Whereas  in  Hawke's 
.Bay  there  were  five  having  16  pupils;  one  from 
16  to  20 ;  two,  20  to  25 ;  eleven,  25  to  50 ;  four, 
50  to  75 ;  four,  75  to  100 ;  five,  100  to  150 ;  six, 
160  to  300 ;  seven ,  800  to  500.  Of  course,  where 
there  were  so  many  of  these  large  schools,  it 
was  possible  to  make  reductions  to  meet  a  re- 
duced capitation-grant,  and,  so  far  as  Hawke's 
Bay  was  concerned,  he  indorsed  everything 
that  had  been  said  by  the  member  for  Napier 
in  reference  to  the  possibility  of  reducing 
expenditure  ;  but  it  was  not  possible  to  do  that 
in  districts  like  Westland,  where  there  were  so 
many  small  schools.  This  all  went  to  prove 
that  the  whole  thing  should  be  in  the  hands 
of  one  central  department,  so  as  to  secure 
«quality  in  the  payment  of  teachers.  If  they 
looked  at  the  cost  of  administration  they 
would  see  that  the  charges  in  Westland  were 
very  low  as  compared  with  those  in  other 
places.  The  cost  of  inspection  in  Hawke's 
Bay  stood  at  Ss.  9d.,  whilst  in  Westland  it  was 
only  2s.  lOd. 

Mr.  Seddon 


Mr.  OBHOND.— Take  the  whole  cost  of  the 
executive  staff. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  the  number  of  schools 
in  Hawke's  Bay  was  39  ;  Westland,  22  ;  Tara- 
naki, 62.  The  average  attendance  was — in 
Taranaki,  1^611;  Hawke's  Bay,  3,264;  West- 
land,  1,467.  And  the  cost  of  management  per 
bead  was :  Taranaki,  4s.  lid. ;  Hawke's  Bay, 
2s.  3d. ;  Westland,  4s.  SJd. 

Mr.  OBMOND.— Hear,  hear. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said,  if  the  honourable  gentle- 
man would  take  the  average  daily  attendance 
into  consideration,  he  would  see  that  really  the 
cost  of  management  in  Hawke's  Bay  was  juat 
three  times  what  it  was  in  Westland,  for  of 
course  the  large  number  of  pupils  reduced  the 
rateable  amount  in  Hawke's  Bay.  Taking  the 
cost  of  inspection,  it  was — in  Hawke's  Bay, 
3s.  9Jd. ;  in  Westland,  28.  lOjd. ;  while  in  Tara- 
naki it  was  5s.  3d.  That  showed  that  the  cost 
of  inspection  in  Westland  was  much  less  than 
in  Hawke's  Bay,  and  was  only  one-half  of  that 
expended  by  "Taranaki.  As  to  maintenance, 
the  cost  in  Westland  was  £3  Ss.  lOd.,  and  in 
Hawke's  Bay  it  was  £3  13s.  8d.  In  this  matter, 
again,  the  Westland  Board  wa£  managing  mora 
cheaply  than  that  of  Hawke's  Bay.  Now,  the 
totals  showed  as  follow :  Hawke's  Bay,  £3  198. 
84d. ;  Taranaki,  £4  8s.  Id. ;  Westland,  £3  168. 
Id.  It  could  not  be  said  that  they  were  extra- 
vagant in  regard  to  inspection,  management,  oc 
payment  of  teachers.  Then,  coming  to  the 
current  expenditure  on  buildings  in  Westland, 
it  was  only  £4  lis.  2d.,  and  in  Haw^ko's  Bay 
£5  lis.  4d. ;  so  that  Hawke's  Bay  again  was 
favoured  considerably  more  than  other  districts. 
He  had  forgotten  to  mention  that  in  Tara- 
naki the  total  was  £4  5s.  4d.,  as  against  £3 
16s.  id.  in  Westland.  He  put  this  table  before 
the  Committee  to  show  that  the  carrying  of 
these  proposals  meant  the  stopping  of  the 
whole  system  in  districts  like  Westland,  Grey- 
mouth,  and  Taranaki,  unless  they  took  the 
profits  from  the  more  favourably  situated  dis- 
tricts, like  Hawke's  Bay,  and  applied  them  to 
the  other  districts.  Then,  as  to  the  children 
attending  the  school  after  they  hod  passed  the 
Sixth  Standard,  was  no  credit  to  be  given  to 
districts  like  Westland  and  Greymouth,  where, 
labouring  under  the  difficulties  he  had  pointed 
out,  the  pupils  passed  the  standards  at  a  very 
much  earlier  age  than  in  other  parts  of  the 
colony  ?  He  would  undertake  to  say  that  that 
was  the  case,  and  that  children  going  from  the 
Auckland  District  to  Westland  were  always  put 
back  a  standard.  What  were  they  to  do  with 
their  boys  who  passed  the  Sixth  Standard  at 
twelve  years  of  ago  ?  Were  they  to  bo  refused 
permission  to  attend  the  school  any  longer? 
There  were  no  scholarships  for  them.  It  was 
a  crying  shame  that  in  the  whole  Education 
District  of  Westland  tliere  were  only  two 
scholarships — ho  believed  now  only  one  scholar- 
ship. That  being  so,  there  was  no  chance  foe 
the  boys  to  enter  the  professions,  to  become 
teachers,  or  to  pass  the  Civil  Service  examina- 
tion, unless  they  were  allowed  to  attend  school 
after  passing  the  Sixth  Standard,  for  there  was 
neither  high  school  nor  university  on  the  West 
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Coast.  Why  should  they  in  one  session  say 
that  the  Civil  Service  of  the  colony  should  be 
open  to  all  the  people  of  the  colony — to  the 
ohild  of  the  poor  as  well  as  to  the  child  of 
the  rich — and  then  in  the  next  session 
render  the  law  a  dead -letter  and  say  they 
would  reduce  the  standards,  or  not  grant  the 
□apitation  for  any  child  who  had  passed  the 
Sixth  Standard?  The  Minister  of  Education 
had  had  to  admit  that  in  Westland  children 
passed  the  Sixth  Standard  at  the  age  of 
thirteen ;  and  if  a  boy  passed  the  standard  at 
that  age,  and  there  was  no  scholarship  open  to 
him  and  no  secondary  school  he  could  attend, 
bow  was  he  to  pass  the  Civil  Service  examina- 
tion, or  have  a  chance  of  becoming  a  teacher  ? 
This  was,  he  thought,  one  of  the  worst  pro- 
posals made  by  the  Government.  Then,  to 
take  the  proposals  made  by  the  Minister.  He 
had  told  them  that  he  expected  to  save  £26,000 
by  raising  the  sobool-age,  £16,000  by  reduciitg 
the  capitation  grant,  £8,000  by  paying  on  the 
strict  average  instead  of  the  working  average, 
and  £7,000  by  doing  away  with  the  subsidy 
upon  pupils  attending  the  school  after  they 
had  passed  the  Sixth  Standard.  Taking  the 
promise  which  the  Minister  of  Education 
bad  definitely  made,  that  no  country  school 
should  be  closed  owing  to  these  proposals,  he 
thought  that  only  one-half  of  that  amount 
would  be  saved  ;  that,  instead  of  the  total 
saving  being  £57,000,  it  would  not  be  more  than 
£27,000  or  £28,000.  If  that  were  so,  would  it 
be  worth  while  disturbing  the  existing  system 
to  effect  that  paltry  saving?  He  contended 
that  it  would  be  far  bettor  for  the  Government 
to  allow  this  question  to  stand  over  till  next 
session,  and  then  to  deal  with  the  matter  in  a 
comprehensive  way,  sweeping  away  the  Boards 
of  Education  entirely,  making  the  wealthier 
districts  of  the  colony  contribute  to  the  cost  of 
education  in  the  more  sparsely  populated  dis- 
tricts, and  having  a  general  system  of  inspec- 
tion, so  that  there  could  be  no  difference  in  the 
standards,  and  a  comparison  could  be  instituted 
between  the  different  districts.  In  some  dis- 
tricts the  standards  were  {nucli  below — a  full 
standard  below — what  they  were  in  other  dis- 
tricts. It  was  also  necessary  that  there  should 
be  greater  equality  in  the  payment  of  teachers. 
He  could  say  unhesitatingly  that  teachers 
who  were  producing  results  that  were  un- 
equalled in  any  other  part  of  the  colony, 
who  were  giving  every  satisfaction,  and  were 
performing  their  duties  in  an  heroic  and 
patriotic  manner,  were  getting  smaller  salaries 
than  others  who  were  not  doing  anything 
like  snch  good  work ;  and  the  sooner  this  phase 
oi  the  question  was  faced  by  the  Minister 
ot  Education  and  dealt  with  the  better. 
Then,  the  proposals  before  them  plainly  meant 
the  closing  of  the  schools  to  6,500  children. 
What  would  the  parents  think  of  the  Parlia- 
nent,  or  of  the  representatives,  who  would 
jloso  the  schools  on  such  a  large  number  of 
shildren  who  were  at  present  being  educated 
n  them?  No  provision  whatever  had  been 
made,  no  warning  given ;  but  these  6,500 
shildren  were  to  be  turned  adrift.    He  thought 


this  would  cause  much  bad  feeling,  and  that 
the  people  of  the  colony  would  rebel  against 
such  a  high-handed  proceeding.  They  should 
bear  in  mind  that  the  mass  of  the  people  paid 
through  the  Customs  something  like  £1,500,000 
per  annum,  and  that  all  they  got  for  that  large 
amoimt  was  simply  the  amount  recouped  to 
them  by  way  of  education,  which  was  less  than 
£500,000.  He  could  prove  conclusively  that  in 
Westland  they  could  pass  the  children  through 
the  six  standards  between  the  ages  of  five  and 
twelve;  and  that  those  standards,  as  the  papers 
would  show,  were  higher  than  the  standards  in 
any  other  part  of  the  colony.  These  children 
had  a  chance  for  the  Civil  Service,  the  pro- 
fessions, and  scholarships,  if  they  were  kept  at 
school  two  or  three  years  more,  between  the 
ages  of  twelve  and  fifteen;  and  they  should 
not  be  deprived  of  that  chance.  The  children 
were  psissed  through  the  standards  without 
any  injury  to  them  physically,  as  could  be 
seen  by  any  one  who  would  pay  a  visit  to 
any  of  the  State  schools  on  the  West  Coast. 
You  could  go  to  the  galleries  of  the  schools  on 
the  West  Coast  and  hear  the  children  between 
five  and  six  years  of  age  singing  their  little 
ditties,  learning  three  or  four  verses  and  singing 
them  to  music,  saying  their  alphabet  from  A  to 
Z,  and  showing  such  memory  as  many  mem- 
bers of  the  House  could  not  show.  Then,  they 
were  brought  under  discipline  in  marching  and 
in  their  classes.  It  was  absurd  to  say  that  these 
things  should  be  taken  away  from  them  because 
it  was  doing  them  an  injury.  You  could  not 
keep  them  away  from  t&e  schools,  and  to  com- 
pel them  to  stay  away  would  be  doing  them  on 
injury  in  after-life.  The  bulk  of  the  people 
were  paying  a  million  and  a  half  every  year 
through  the  Customs,  and  all  they  got  in  re- 
turn was  this  education.  Having  established 
the  system  it  should  not  be  swept  away,  as 
was  proposed  to  be  done  under  the  Government 
proposals,  for  they  meant  sapping  the  whole 
system.  If  it  were  put  to  the  people  of  the 
colony,  they  would  rather  pay  this  paltry 
£28,000  which  it  was  proposed  to  save  than  have 
their  education  system  interfered  with.  Before 
now  the  people  of  Westland  had  paid  £1  a 
head,  and  even  the  miners  who  had  no  children 
paid  it  willingly  rather  than  have  the  educa- 
tion system  destroyed.  What  did  property 
contribute  to  the  revenue  ?  A  paltry  £300,000. 
Yet  property,  and  the  Government,  which 
represented  property,  were  trying  to  prevent 
the  education  of  the  masses  by  sapping  the 
present  system  of  education.  The  Civil  Ser- 
vice was  now  thrown  open  to  competition, 
and  the  children  of  poor  people  had  a  chance 
of  getting  into  it,  and  it  would  be  grossly  un- 
fair for  the  House  to  shut  that  door  to  them. 
Those  who  were  in  favour  of  the  Government 

Sroposals  were  those  who  wanted  to  keep  the 
ivil  Service  and  the  professions  to  themselves, 
and  to  keep  the  poorer  classes  down  as  hewers 
of  wood  and  drawers  of  water.  He,  for  one, 
must  resist  any  such  proposal.  Let  the  Go- 
vernment carry  their  proposals  in  toto,  with  a 
pledge  that  the  country  schools  should  not 
suffer ;  and  he  would  prefer  that  to  the  compro- 
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mise  proposed  by  the  honourable  member  for  I 
St.  Albans  and  other  honourable  members. 
He  was  glad  to  think  that  there  were  only 
some  five  or  six  persons  who  had  joined  in  that 
compromise,  because  it  was  purely  in  the  in- 
terests of  the  rich  and  against  the  education  of 
the  poorer  classes.  He  would  like  the  Minister 
of  Kdncation  to  give  a  distinct  pledge  to  the 
Committee  that  during  the  recess  he  would 
consider  the  question  of  having  the  -whole 
thing  centralised,  and  making  the  wealthier 
parts  of  the  colony  pay  for  the  poorer ;  also  of 
equalising  the  payment  of  teachers,  and  making 
education  more  generally  equal. 

Mr.  W.  P.  REEVES  moved,  That  the  vote 
be  reduced  by  £5.  He  would  have  liked  to  dis- 
cuss the  whole  question  at  length ;  but,  owing 
to  the  action  of  the  Government  in  putting 
this  the  most  important  question  of  the  ses- 
Bton  ofi  to  so  late  a  period,  and  taking  it  in 
Committee,  instead  of  having  a  full  discussion 
in  the  House,  he  felt  that  the  Committee  did 
not  desire  a  long  discussion,  as  it  was  anxious 
to  bring  business  to  a  conclusion.  He  hoped, 
however,  that  before  the  discussion  was  over 
some  honourable  member  would  reply  to  the 
speech  of  the  honourable  member  for  Napier, 
which  was  really  the  only  good  speech  in  bnrour 
of  the  Government  proposals.  Of  course  every 
one  knew  the  difference  between  Hawke's  Bay 
and  Canterbury,  and  no  doubt  Canterbury 
could  run  its  education  system  as  cheaply  as 
Hawke's  Bay,  if  it  chose  to  reduce  the  salaries 
of  its  teachers ;  but  the  people  in  the  country 
there  thought  that  £1^0  a  year  was  quite  as 
little  as  ought  to  be  paid  to  teachers,  and 
therefore  a  reduction  could  not  be  made.  He 
understood  that  if  his  motion  were  carried 
it  would  be  taken  by  the  Government  as  an 
indication  that  the  school-age  should  be 
raised. 

Mr.  FITZHERBEBT  thought  the  re- 
marks of  the  honourable  member  for  Hawke's 
Bay  showed  that  if  School  Committees  hus- 
banded their  funds  and  dealt  with  other  mat- 
ters in  a  businesslike  way  there  need  not  bo 
the  enormous  expenditure  which  at  present 
was  incurred  for  education.  The  honourable 
gentleman  had  shown  that  in  his  district,  after 
paying  their  teachers  good  salaries  and  meet- 
ing all  other  expenses,  they  could  moke  a 
saving ;  whereas  the  honourable  member  for 
Kumara  put  an  entirely  different  aspect  on  the 
question  in  regard  to  his  district.  No  doubt 
there  was  a  waste  of  money  in  some  districts, 
and  if  they  looked  at  the  report  of  the  Inspec- 
tor-General for  the  year  1880^7  they  would 
find  that,  although  the  Education  Board  for 
Hawke's  Bay  had  made  the  most  of  their  funds, 
that  had  not  been  the  universal  practice  in  New 
Zealand.  By  that  report  it  would  be  seen  that 
there  were  eighty-six  buildings  not  belonging  to 
the  Government  in  which  school  was  held,  and 
that  meant  that  buildings  would  have  to  be 
erected  for  those  schools.  Therefore  some 
Education  Boards  did  not  spend  their  money 
en  school-buildings.  Then,  there  were  271 
teachers'  residences  not  built — not  in  Hawke's 
Bay,  but  in  other  parts  of  the  country.  Again, 
if)-.  Seddon 


it   would    he    found    from    the    report    that 
there  were  a  number  of  School  Committees 
who  were  over  head  and  ears  in  debt,  which 
showed    that   they  had  not   made  the  most 
of  the    funds  at  their  disposal.    Then,  thej 
were    told    by  the    honourable   member  fat 
Napier  that  there  was  plenty  of  school-accom- 
modation ;  but  that  was  absolutely  incorrect 
as  far  as  the  rest  of  the  colony  was  concerned. 
According  to    the   report   there  were   46,000 
children  of  school-age  who  were  not  attending 
schools,  and  those  attending  school  had  abso- 
lutely  only  six  square  feet  allotted  to  each  of 
them.    Out  of  the  46,000  children  not  attend- 
ing the  schools,  22,000  were  Roman  Catholics ; 
and,  as  the  honourablo  member  for  Dunedin 
South  had  pointed  out,  if  the  Roman  Catholics 
had  chosen  to  take  advantage  of  the  State 
schools  it  would  have  been  necessary  to  ex- 
pend £100,000  to  accommodate  them.     There- 
fore, notwithstanding   what   the   honourable 
member  for  Napier  had  said  on  one  side  and 
the  honourable  member  for  Kumara  had  said 
on  another,  the  fact  remained  that  the  funds 
at  disposal  were   not  sufGcient   to   meet   the 
liabilities  and  to  give  every  child  in  tho  colonjr 
an  opportunity  of  getting  education.     So  that 
something  must  be  done,  and  the  question  was. 
In  what  direction  should  it  be  done  ?     He  was 
glad  the  Government  were  going  to  make  a  re- 
duocion,   for  he  had   always  told   his   consti- 
tuents that  there  must  be  a  reduction ;  and 
he  thought  it  was  right  to  leave  it  to  Ministers 
to  say  where  it  could  bo  made.    In  towns  it 
was  right  that  the  minimum  age  should  be 
six  instead  of  five ;    but  he  thought  in  coun- 
try districts  the   five-years  age  should  be  re- 
tained.   But,  with  regard  to  the  remark  of  the 
honourable   member   for  Kumara  that  child- 
ren, as  a  rule,  in  his  district  passed  at  an  early 
age,  he  thought  they  would  find  that  that  all 
depended  on  tho  master  who  had  charge  of  the 
school.      Some   masters  placed  children  at  a 
very  early  age  in  the  First  Standard;  others 
would  not    put  them   there  until   they  were 
older.    He  thought  the  test  was  the  percentage 
of  children  who  passed  the  difieront  standards. 
If  the  honourable  member  for  Kumara  would 
look  at  the  statistics  on  the  subject  he  would 
see  that  his  district  was  one  of  the  last.    His 
district  showed  only  10-5  per  cent,  of  passes, 
whereas  Auckland  showed  14.    The  only  district 
below  the  honourable  member  for  Kumaia's 
showed  9'C;   but,  so  far  as  passing  was  con- 
cerned, his  district  was  a  long  way  behind  other 
districts,  and  was  only  the  second  worst  in  the 
colony.     The  honourable  gentleman  need  not 
toll  them  about  the  intellectual  ability  of  the 
parents  and  children,  for,   apparently,   their 
ability  was  not  equal  to  that  of  parenis  and 
children  in  other  parts  of  the  colony.    It  was 
necessary  that  something  should  be  done,  and 
he  (Mr.  Fitzherbert)  must  support  this  reduc- 
tion of  4s.  of  capitation.    What  he  should  have 
preferred  to  see  was,  that  children  should  pay 
for  teaching  in  the  Fifth  and  Sixth  Standards. 
According  to  the  last  statistics,  if  these  child- 
ren paid  Is.  6d.  a  week  each  the  sum  of  £53,000 
would  be  derived  from  that  source.  The  children 
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in  the  Fifth  and  Sixth  Standards  were,  gene- 
rally Bpeaking,  children  of  well-to-do  people. 
The  children  of  the  labouring  people  were 
generally  taken  away,  after  they  had  passed 
tile  Fourth  Standard,  to  assist  their  fathers  and 
mothers  in  their  daily  labour.  Those  who 
could  keep  their  children  in  the  Fifth  and 
Sixth  Standards  should  be  made  to  pay  Is.  6d. 
a  week,  which  was  not  a  great  sum  for  the  edu- 
cation they  would  receive  in  those  standards. 
Therefore  he  should  have  liked  to  see  the 
Minister  of  Kducation  frame  his  reductions  in 
that  form.  He  should  vote  for  the  proposed 
reduction  of  4s.,  because  he  thought  it  was  a 
step  in  the  right  direction.  He  should  also 
vote  for  making  the  minimum  age  six  instead 
of  five  years,  because  he  thought  a  child  of 
ordinary  intelligence  could  get  through  the  re- 
maining standards  in  the  time  placed  at  its 
disposal.  There  were  some  children  whom  all 
the  education  in  the  world  would  not  make 
clever.  If  they  were  made  to  pay  in  the  Fifth 
and  Sixth  Standards,  they  should  then  give 
a  number  of  good  soholarships,  so  that  the 
children  of  the  poorer  people  should  have  every 
opportunity  of  getting  the  best  education  the 
State  could  give  them.  Such  a  system  would 
be  beneficial  to  the  children  and  their  parents, 
and  would  be  a  great  saving  to  the  country, 
because  the  parents  would  know  that  their 
children  would  not  be  kept  in  idleness  in  the 
schools  at  the  cost  of  the  colony.  He  should 
vote  for  the  reduction,  and  was  only  sorry  to 
say  that  the  proposals  of  the  Government  did 
not  go  far  enough. 

Mr.  IZARD  would  have  great  pleasure  in 
supporting  the  raising  of  the  school-age  if  the 
Gk5vemment  had  made  provision  for  kindergar- 
ten schools,  or  provided  for  the  education  of 
young  children  in  some  other  way ;  but,  inas- 
much as  no  provision  was  made  in  this  direc- 
tion, the  Committee  should  not  agree  to  the 
proposal  of  the  Government.  He  had  con- 
sulted with  the  chief  of  the  Education  De- 
partment and  with  several  others  who  had  to 
do  with  schools,  and  the  almost  unanimous 
conclusion  was  that,  unless  children  were  sent 
early  to  school,  they  ran  about  the  streets 
and  contracted  habits  that  were  afterwards 
fatal  to  them.  The  universal  opinion  of  those 
connected  with  education  was,  that  this  was 
the  inevitable  result  of  children  being  allowed 
to  run  about  in  that  way.  The  same  argu- 
ment did  not  apply  to  country  schools  as  much 
as  it  did  to  town  schools,  because  in  the 
country  the  children  did  not  get  into  the  same 
habits  as  they  did  in  the  large  cities  of  the 
colony.  In  the  towns  they  did  not  get  into 
habits  of  obedience  or  discipline,  and  it  yvas 
very  hard  indeed  to  keep  them  in  order  at  all. 
There  was  another  objection  to  this  proposal, 
trhich  was  this :  that  the  Education  Act  dis- 
tinctly stated  that  the  school-ago  should  be 
from  five  to  fifteen ;  and  nothing  could  be 
plainer  than  that.  Now  the  Government  pro- 
posed to  raise  the  school-age  from  five  to 
dx ;  or,  in  other  words,  they  proposed  to  do 
by  vote  what  could  only  be  done  by  statute. 
They  said  they  would  not  give  capitation  to 


children  between' five  and  six,  and  the  result 
would  be  that  the  provisions  of  the  Act 
would  not  be  complied  with.  This  would  prac- 
tically repeal  the  clause  in  the  Act,  which 
was  binding  on  the  Government.  Moreover, 
there  was  this  further  difficulty  in  the  matter : 
He  doubted  very  much  whether  the  Government 
would  save  anything  at  all  in  the  way  they 
proposed  to  do  it.  According  to  the  report  of 
the  Minister  of  Education,  there  were  21,025 
between  the  ages  of  five  and  seven  attend- 
ing school.  There  were  no  means  of  finding 
out  how  many  there  were  between  five  and 
six;  but,  assuming  that  10,500  was  the  num- 
ber, the  10,500  would  be  deprived  of  educa- 
tion, and  the  saving  would  be  £3  15s.  on 
10,500,  or  about  £39,000.  The  Government 
pledged  themselves  that  no  school  should  be 
allowed  to  stop  for  want  of  funds.  There 
were  1,054  primary  schools  in  the  colony. 
How  many  of  these  were  in  the  tovms  and 
how  many  were  in  the  country  he  could  not 
say.  The  returns  did  not  enable  one  to  arrive 
at  any  distinct  conclusion  on  that  point ;  but 
he  would  suppose  there  were  two  -  thirds  in 
the  country  and  one-third  in  the  towns.  It 
amounted  to  saying  this  on  the  part  of  the 
Government:  that,  at  any  rate,  they  would 
undertake  that  two-thirds  of  these  1,054  schools 
should  be  practically — he  would  not  say  main- 
tained, but — supplemented  by  the  Government; 
or,  in  other  words,  that  800  schools  should  re- 
ceive an  additional  payment  from  the  Govern- 
ment. How  much  such  payment  amounted  to 
they  were  not  told.  The  Government  did  not 
say  how  much  they  proposed  to  give  this  or 
that  school.  But  he  could  see  it  was  not  at  all 
a  large  estimate  to  imagine  that  they  would 
have  an  average  to  pay  £50  for  each  school. 
If  that  were  the  case,  the  saving  effected  by 
raising  the  school-age  vanished'  or  almost  en- 
tirely vanished ;  and  they  had  10,500  children 
absolutely  deprived  of  that  education  which 
the  Legislature  distinctly  said  they  were  en- 
titled to  have.  Although  he  was  opposed  to 
this  first  item  in  the  Government  programme, 
yet  he  thought  the  Committee  should  agree 
with  the  Government  on  the  other  items.  He 
thought  it  was  quite  right  that  they  should 
make  a  reduction  of  4s.  a  head.  He  was 
perfectly  well  aware  that  in  some  districts 
there  was  great  difficulty  as  to  the  capita- 
tion allowance.  The  schools  in  the  towns 
might  be  worked  very  easily  for  less  than  the 
capitation,  and  the  balance  saved  devoted  to 
schools  in  the  country ;  and  this  fact  came  in 
aid  of  his  argument  that  the  saving  effected 
would  be  very  little  indeed.  'With  regard  to 
the  normal  schools,  he  should  like  to  say  that 
there  were  only  four  of  them  in  the  colony, 
and  they  cost  £8,000  a  year.  The  Welling- 
ton Normal  or  Training  School  was  kept  up 
last  year  for  the  sole  benefit  and  instruction 
of  seventeen  students.  In  1886  the  number 
of  students  attending  the  Wellington  NormaJ 
School  was  two  males  and  fifteen  females, 
a  total  of  seventeen,  for  which  the  whole 
machinery  and  teaching  stafi  of  a  normal 
school  were  kept   in  operation.     They  might 
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veiy  well  do  withont  the  normal  schools  at  all, 
and  other  and  more  economical  arrangements 
could  be  made  in  the  secondary  schools  by 
which  those  who  desired  to  become  teachers 
could  receive  necessary  instruction,  while  the 
machinery  of  the  University  might  be  used  for 
examining  them.  He  therefore  agreed  with 
the  proposal  of  the  Government  to  abolish  the 
normal  schools.  He  would  express  his  agree- 
ment with  a  great  deal  that  had  fallen  from 
the  honourable  member  for  the  Hutt.  He  pre- 
sumed that  a  great  many  honourable  members, 
while  willing  co  support  the  maintenance  of 
the  education  system,  would  be  willing  that  a 
small  fee  should  be  charged  for  pupils  in  the 
Fifth  and  Sixth  Standards.  He  believed  that 
idea  had  token  considerable  root  in  the  public 
mind,  and  he  knew  that  during  the  late  elec- 
tion it  was  much  discussed  in  this  part  of  the 
colony,  at  any  rate ;  and  he  thought  the  opinion 
generally  arrived  at  was  that  the  parents  of 
children  in  those  standards  should  be  asked  to 
contribute  a  small  fee  towards  the  cost  of  the 
education  system.  There  were  11,333  children 
in  those  standards,  and  a  very  small  payment  for 
each  would  very  considerably  reduce  the  cost  of 
education  to  the  Colonial  Exchequer.  He  was 
in  favour  of  the  abolition  of  Education  Boards. 
There  were  thirteen  of  those  bodies  in  the 
colony,  each  with  its  separate  staff,  and  the 
total  cost  of  these  Boards  was  £10,000  a  year. 
He  thought  their  functions  might  very  well  be 
conducted  by  the  Minister  of  Education,  with 
the  assistance  of  a  small  staff ;  and  he  would 
very  much  like  to  see  that  change  carried  out. 
He  believed  there  would  be  no  opening  for 
him  in  accordance  with  the  forms  of  the  House 
to  move  an  amendment  in  that  direction,  and 
therefore  he  had  to  content  himself  with  ex- 
pressing his  opinion.  He  should  support  the 
proposals  of  the  Government. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  the  honourable  member 
for  the  Hutt  had  stated  that  Wcstland  was  in 
the  second  worst  position  among  the  education 
districts  of  the  colony  as  regarded  passes.  The 
real  fact  was  that  Wcstland  was  only  lower 
than  two  other  districts,  that  it  was  equal  to 
one  other,  and  above  all  the  rest.  This  would  be 
seon  from  the  report  of  the  Education  Depart- 
ment presented  to  the  House  during  the  first 
session  this  year,  where  the  relative  percentages 
of  total  passes  in  the  six  standards  of  pupils 
attending  the  State  schools  in  each  of  the  edu- 
cation districts  in  the  colony  were  shown  to 
be— Nelson,  499  ;  Wellington,  46-0  ;  Marl- 
borough, 45-5;  Otago,  447;  Wcstland,  43-7; 
Hawke's  Bay,  437 ;  Auckland,  431 ;  South 
Canterbury, 41-1 ;  Grey, 400 ;  Southland, 39-C ; 
North  Canterbury,  38-6;  Wanganui,  38-2; 
Taranaki,  843.  It  would  thus  be  seen  that 
.  Westland  held  fifth  position,  was  equal  with 
Hawke's  Bay,  and  ahead  of  Auckland,  South 
Canterbury,  Grey,  Southland,  Korth  Canter- 
bury, Wanganui,  Taranaki.  In  the  total  per- 
centage of  passes  Wellington  headed  Westland 
by  less  than  8  per  cent.,  and  these  advantages 
were  only  gained  in  the  First  and  Second 
Standards;  in  the  Third,  Fourth,  Fifth,  and 
Sixth  Standards  Westland  headed  Wellington. 
Mr.  Izard 


The  following  were  the  relative  percentages  in 

passes  in  standards : — 


I. 

n. 

m. 

IV. 

V. 

VL 

Wellington 
Westland 

13-2 
9-2 

9-4 
90 

9-9 
10-0 

6-5 

8-4 

S-6 
4-9 

1-7 
3^ 

—  the  total  being,  as  he  hod  said,  Wel- 
lington 46-0,  and  Westland,  43-7.  In  all  t^ 
standards  except  the  two  first,  Westland 
showed  on  average  of  nearly  2  per  cent,  above 
that  of  Wellington.  Knowing  these  figures  were 
in  existence,  he  was  naturally  surprised  when 
the  honourable  gentleman  made  the  assertkai 
he  made.  If  the  honourable  gentleman  was 
not  more  correct  in  the  advice  he  gave  his 
clients  than  he  had  been  in  this  matter  there 
could  be  no  wonder  if  they  got  inb>  trouble. 
He  could  not  let  the  honourable  gentleman's 
statements  go  unrefuted,  for  they  were  calcu- 
lated to  give  very  little  encouragement  to  the 
teachers  and  to  the  pupils  in  the  State  schooli 
of  Westland.  There  was  also  this  fact :  that 
the  cost  per  pupil  was  nearly  £2  a  yeac  less  in 
Westland  than  m  Wellington. 

Mr.  LOUGHBEY  said  that  in  common 
with  many  other  members  of  the  House 
he  was  pledged  to  retrenchment;  but  at  the 
same  time  he  was  also  pledged  to  support  the 
present  education  system,  and  to  use  hia  best 
endeavours  to  prevent  the  school-age  as  at  pre- 
sent fixed,  and  the  curriculum  of  the  State 
schools,  fiom  being  interfered  with  ;  that 
from  one  end  of  the  colony  to  the  other  tiie 
mass  of  the  people  had  stated  in  the  plainest 
possible  manner  that  the  ages  at  which  Qie 
children  should  be  permitted  to  attend  the 
State  schools  should  not  be  altered,  and  that 
a  large  majority  of  the  members  in  the  House 
were  pledged  to  support  the  present  Edncatictn 
Act  to  that  extent.  It  was  one  of  the  burning 
questions  during  the  late  election,  whether  the 
present  education  system  should  be  preserved 
in  its  entirety,  so  that  its  efficiency  should  not 
be  interfered  with ;  and  he  believed  there  was 
not  one  candidate  who,  when  questioned,  had 
not  replied  that,  though  in  favour  of  retrench- 
ment, he  would  support  the  education  system 
as  it  stood.  The  people  generally  were  proud 
of  the  system  and  of  the  results  it  had  pro- 
duced, and  he  thought  any  interference  with 
it  would  be  most  injudicious,  and  would  be  ob- 
jected to  throughout  the  colony.  It  was  the 
mass  of  the  people  who  contributed  the  cost  of 
the  system  ;  and  it  was  the  mass  of  the  people 
who  had  questioned  candidates  during  the  late 
election  and  mode  them  pledge  themselves  to 
support  the  system  in  its  integrity ;  and  he 
was  quite  sure  that  if  any  candidate  had 
vehtured  to  say  he  would  interfere  with  the 
efficiency  of  the  system  he  would  have  had  no 
chance  whatever  of  being  elected.  He  was  | 
surprised,  seeing  how  strong  the  expression  of  I 
opinion  on  this  question  had  been  all  over  the  j 
country  during  the  election,  to  find  so  many 
honourable  members  in  favour  of  altering  the 
system  materially.    A  good  deal  had  been  said 
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M  to  the  physical  disadvantages  which' would 
lesalt  from  children  under  six  years  of  age 
attending  school.  He  had  had  considerable 
experience  in  the  management  and  working  of 
State  schools,  and  he  had  never  been  able  to  see 
any  physical  disadvantages  follow  from  children 
of  that  age  being  taught  in  these  schools.  The 
opinion  of  one  medical  man  had  been  quoted  to 
snow  that  it  was  very  disadvantageous  indeed 
for  children  to  have  education  forced  on  them 
at  an  early  age  ;  hut,  notwithstanding  this 
opinion,  he  thought  the  best  judges  of  whether 
attending  school  at  an  early  age  was  physically 
injurious  were  the  parents  themselves,  and 
he  ventured  to  say  that,  if  yon  travelled  the 
country  over,  not  a  single  parent  would  be 
found  to  say  that  a  child  had  been  known  to 
snSer  physical  injury  from  attending  school 
too  young.  On  the  contrary,  the  evidence  of 
parents  would  be  that  young  children  attending 
school  and  being  made  subject  to  discipline 
and  receiving  the  elements  of  education  made 
tliem  brighter  and  smarter;  and  the  experi- 
ence of  teachers  and  Inspectors  was  the  same. 
Directly  these  young  children  began  to  attend 
school,  and  mixed  with  the  older  scholars  and 
with  each  other,  they  began  to  ]pick  up  all  kinds 
of  information  unconsciously,  just  as  they  had 
learned  to  speak  unconsciously  from  listening 
to  those  who  spoke  near  them ;  while  if  they 
kept  away  from  school  till  they  were  seven,  or 
eight,  or  nine  years  of  age  before  learning  any- 
thing in  this  way,  it  would  bo  much  more  diffi- 
cult for  them  to  begin  to  acquire  the  rudi- 
ments of  knowledge.  It  was  surprising  to  find 
how  much  information  children  could  acquire 
before  they  were  seven — they  learned  to  read 
well,  to  write  fairly,  and  got  some  knowledge  of 
arithmetic ;  and  by  that  time  they  were  strong 
enough,  mentally  and  physically,  to  continue 
at  school,  and  to  go  on  to  more  advanced 
work  without  any  strain.  There  was  no  real 
strain  on  children  up  to  fourteen  or  fifteen 
in  going  through  the  primary-school  course. 
Those  honourable  members  who  could  remem- 
ber their  own  schooldays  would  know  that  they 
had  felt  no  strain  in  those  times ;  and  that  it 
was  only  when  they  became  adults  and  had  to 
&ce  the  struggles,  difilculties,  and  problems 
of  life  that  they  began  to  feel  conscious  of 
any  strain.  Very  few,  if  any,  children  in  the 
State  schools  were  strained,  either  mentally  or 
physically,  even  those  in  the  highest  classes ; 
and  he  thought  it  would  be  the  greatest  mis- 
fortune to  raise  the  school-age.  He  entirely 
agreed,  too,  that  those  who  had  passed  the  Sixth 
Standard,  and  who  had  not  reached  the  limit 
of  school-age,  should  be  allowed  to  remain  at 
school  if  they  chose.  Many  children  passed 
that  standard  by  the  time  they  were  twelve. 
They  might  not  be  able  to  get  employment ;  and 
why  should  they  be  turned  into  the  streets, 
where  there  was  a  great  probabnity  of  their  ac- 
qniring  very  undesirable  knowledge  ?  The  law 
said  that  these  children  might  attend  school  till 
they  were  fifteen,  and  he  thought,  in  those  cir- 
cumstances, those  whose  parents  wished  them 
to  be  more  thoroughly  grounded  in  the  higher 
parts  of  the  subjects  they  had  studied  should 


be  allowed  to  remain  at  school.  It  was  at  that 
very  time  that  children  were  likely  to  derive 
the  most  advantage  from  attending  school,  and, 
so  far  from  excluding  them,  he  thought  they 
should  be  encouraged  to  remain  after  they  had 
passed  the  Sixth  Standard  ;  but,  as  honourable 
members  knew,  in  many  cases,  owing  to  the 
position  of  the  parents,  it  was  not  possible  for 
them  to  remain  even  till  they  had  reached  the 
Sixth  Standard.  He  believed  our  system  had 
been  copied  from  the  Victorian,  and  he  knew 
that  there  the  children,  after  reaching  a  cer- 
tain standard — after  being  well  grounded,  in 
fact,  in  the  three  Bs — might  leave  school ;  but, 
notwithstanding  such  children  had  received  a 
certificate  showing  that  they  had  passed  the 
standard  required  by  the  Education  Act  in 
that  colony,  they  were  not  only  permitted  but 
even  encouraged  to  remain  in  the  schools  until 
they  had  attained  the  age  of  fifteen  years. 
Msbuy  passed  the  compulsory  standard  at  eleven 
years  of  age,  and  they  could  then  leave  school 
if  their  paxents  wished ;  but  many  of  these 
children,  unfortunately,  were  compelled  to 
leave  school  at  an  early  age,  in  order  to  assist 
their  parents  to  obtain  the  means  of  living. 
It  was  seen  even  in  this  colony  that  parents 
were  often  in  such  straitened  circumstances 
that  whatever  could  be  earned  by  their  children 
was  of  great  assistance  in  helping  to  supply 
the  wants  of  the  family ;  and  for  this  reason 
children  of  tender  years  were  often  found  at 
work  who  should  be  attending  the  State  schools. 
He  therefore  thought  that  every  inducement 
should  be  given  to  encourage  the  children  being 
kept  at  school  as  long  as  possible,  and  every 
effort  made  to  secure  that  they  should,  while 
at  school,  be  given  a  suitable  education.  It 
was  unnecessary  for  him  to  say  anything  in 
favour  of  the  State  system  of  education.  People 
of  all  classes  who  had  inquired  into  it  carefully 
believed  that  it  was  doing  a  great  amount  of 
good,  that  education  of  a  most  thorough  cha- 
racter was  being  imparted,  and  that  a  youth 
who  had  passed  through  the  various  stan- 
dards of  a  State  school  in  this  colony  was  so 
thoroughly  grounded  in  the  rudiments  of  an 
ordinary  English  education  that  he  could,  if 
he  were  studious  and  desirous  of  proceeding 
with  his  studies  after  leaving  school,  be  able  to 
obtain  the  highest  honours  that  could  be  con- 
ferred by  the  universities.  He  believed  it  was  a 
fact  that  those  pupils  who  had  taken  the  highest 

Eositions  at  the  universities  were  those  who  had 
een  primarily  educated  at  the  State  schools. 
He  felt  very  strongly  on  the  subject,  and  wag- 
sure  that  no  greater  mistake  could  be  mode 
than  to  increase  the  school-age,  or  to  exclude 
children,  as  had  been  proposed  by  Ministers. 
With  reference  to  the  next  question,  that  of 
reducing  the  capitation  by  4s.,  he  was,  as  he 
had  said  at  the  commencement  of  his  remarks, 
in  favour  of  retrenchment,  and,  if  the  Ministry 
thought  that  they  could  get  the  children 
educated  for  £8  16s.  per  head  with  as  much 
efiSciency  as  at  present,  he  would  give  his 
hearty  support  to  their  proposal.  With  regard 
to  the  substitution  of  strict  average  for  working 
average,  he  could  not  agree  to  that.    So  fax  a» 
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his  knowledge  went — and  it  was  some  time  since 
he  had  anything  to  do  with  State  schools — 
the  allotment  of  stafi  was  made  in  accordance 
with  the  average  attendance  at  the  schools,  and 
that  average  was  made  up  by  dividing  the  total 
attendance  by  the  number  of  days  on  which  the 
school  was  open,  after  deducting  the  number  of 
days  on  which  the  attendance  hod  fallen  below 
a  certain  number,  and  upon  the  result  so  ob- 
tained teachers  were  allotted  to  the  school ;  but 
under  strict  average  the  total  number  would 
be  divided  by  the  actual  number  of  school- 
days, making  no  allowance  for  the  attendance 
having  fallen  owing  to  sickness  or  from  any 
other  cause.  If  the  basis  suggested  by  the 
Minister  of  Education  were  adopted  it  would 
lead  to  an  inadequate  staff  being  employed, 
and  to  the  teachers'  salaries  being  reduced. 
There  might  be  many  wet  days  in  the  year,  and 
epidemics  sometimes  very  materially  interfered 
with  the  attendance ;  and  he  feared  that  evil 
results  would  follow  from  making  the  allotment 
of  teachers  to  the  schools  on  strict  average  in- 
stead of  working  average.  He  would  therefore 
be  unable  to  support  that  proposal.  With  regard 
to  training  teachers,  he  was  wholly  in  favour  of 
training -institutions  being  carried  on  by  the 
Government;  but  in  his  opinion  there  were 
too  many  of  these  institutions  in  the  colony. 
One  for  each  Island  would  be  quite  sufficient. 
In  Victoria  the  practice  was  that,  after  child- 
ren had  passed  a  certain  standard  or  a  certain 
examination,  they  received  appointments  as 
pupil-teachers,  going  through  a  course  of  three, 
or  four,  or  five  years.  They  were  then  sent  to 
a  training-institution,  aad  remained  there  for 
two  years ;  and  while  there  they  were  taught  by 
professors — university  men — and  they  were  also 
given  practical  experience  in  the  State  schools, 
receiving  the  salaries  usually  paid  to  assistants, 
to  help  in  their  support.  He  believed  that 
there  should  be  some  system  of  that  kind  by 
which  the  State  could  train  its  teachers ;  but 
he  thought  there  might  be  substantial  reduc- 
tions in  the  expenditure  now  incurred  in  this 
direction.  Wiui  regard  to  the  reduction  of 
expenditure  in  the  State -school  system,  he 
thought  considerable  retrenchment  might  be 
made  without  touching  the  school-age,  without 
interfering  with  the  working  average,  or  without 
materially  interfering  with  the  training-insti- 
tutions ;  and  it  might  be  made  by  abolishing 
the  Boards,  It  would  have  been  seen,  by  what 
had  fallen  from  several  honourable  mem- 
bers in  the  course  of  the  debate,  that  some 
Boards  were  not  conducting  their  affairs  upon 
economical  principles.  The  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Napier  had  shown  that  some  Boards 
were  not  worked  cheaply,  and  that,  in  fact, 
where  Boards  were  disposed  to  be  economical, 
they  could  make  considerable  savings.  In-  the 
honourable  gentleman's  own  district,  he  under- 
Stood,  they  had  saved  £2,000  out  of  the  allot- 
ment during  the  past  year,  which  had  been  put 
by  for  building  purposes,  though  the  honour- 
able member  did  not  say  that  it  was  required  for 
that  purpose.  He  (Mr.  Loughrey)  was  in  favour, 
therefore,  of  abolishing  the  Boards.  Each  of 
these  bodies  had  a  staff  consisting  of  Inspectors, 
Mr.  Loughrey 


a  secretary,  clerks,  et  cetera,  which  to  a  latge 
extent  might  be  done  without  if  the  system 
were  worked  from  one  centre.  If  the  Boards 
were  dispensed  with  the  teachers  would  be 
appointed  in.  a  proper  manner ;  they  would 
be  more  independent,  and  not  be  at  the  beok- 
and-call  of  the  Committees  of  the  districts  in 
which  they  might  be  situated,  and  for  this  rea- 
son they  would  do  their  duty  better  and  mora 
efficiently.  The  Minister  had  already  stated 
that,  though  he  proposed  to  increase  the  school- 
age,  he  would  see  that  the  country  schools  were 
not  interfered  with;  but  he  should  like  to  ask 
the  honourable  gentleman  what  average  he 
intended  to  take  on  which  to  keep  the  country 
schools  open.  He  beUeved  that  they  were  at 
present  kept  open  when  there  was  an  average 
of  twenty.  If  that  average  should  be  reduced 
in  consequence  of  the  exclusion  of  the  children 
mentioned  by  the  Minister,  what  ad\'antage 
would  be  gained  1  The  same  expenses  would 
be  incurred  in  working  the  school,  notwith- 
standing the  reduced  attendance  ;  and  the  only 
advantage — if  it  were  an  advantage — would  be 
that  a  number  of  children  would  be  deprived  of 
the  means  of  being  educated.  It  was  no  mora 
trouble  to  teach  twenty  than  it  was  to  teach 
twelve.  The  teacher  hod  a  certain  number 
of  classes  to  instruct,  and  it  would  make 
no  difference  to  him  whether  there  were 
five  or  six  children  in  a  class,  or  two  or 
three.  In  conclusion,  he  had  to  say  that  he 
was  prepared  to  support  the  second  proposal 
of  Ministers — that  was,  to  reduce  the  capitSb- 
tion-allowance — he  had  no  doubt  it  had  been 
carefully  considered — and  he  could  support  a 
reduction  of  the  grant  in  aid  of  training- 
colleges  ;  but  he  was  not  prepared  to  support 
the  other  proposals. 

Mr.  WALKER  felt  sorry  that  the  Ministry 
hod  not  adopted  the  same  course  with  this  suh- 
ject  that  they  had  adopted  with  other  of  their 
estimates — that  was,  to  state  to  the  House  their 
inability  to  make  definite  proposals,  and  to 
seek  from  the  House  confidence  that  they  would 
do  their  best  to  effect  economy  where  they 
could.  It  wonld  have  been  asking  a  good  deiu 
from  the  House,  but  ho  believed  that  the  Honse 
was  prepared  to  grant  them  that  confidence. 
He  was  sorry  that  in  this  the  most  important 
part  of  our  expenditure,  a  matter  which  re- 
quired the  most  complete  knowledge  and  the 
most  delicate  treatment,  they  should  have  been 
so  precipitate  as  to  rush  in  where  angels  feared 
to  tread,  and  to  propose  to  do  something  which 
might  seriously  affect  the  excellence  and  good 
working  of  the  education  system.  It  would  have 
been  much  more  wise  if  Ministers  had  been  lea 
radical  in  their  proposals,  and  more  cautious  in 
the  reductions  which  they  proposed  to  make. 
Although  pledged  and  persuaded  that  the  pre- 
sent education  system  must  be  supported  in  its 
entirety,  that  was,  so  far  as  work  was  concerned, 
he  was  not  averse  from  economy :  in  fact,  he 
was  prepared  to  follow  Ministers  or  anybody 
else  where  it  could  be  shown  that  economy 
could  be  secured  without  a  sacrifice  of  effi- 
ciency. But  what  he  felt  was  that  it  had  not 
yet  been  shown    that    economy  could  safely 
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be  effected  in  the  diieotion  propoBed  by  Minis- 
teis.  The  fact  had  already  been  referred  to  by 
the  honourable  member  for  Gaversham  that 
a  Committee  was  appointed  at  the  beginning 
of  the  session  to  consider  this  matter ;  and  he 
regretted  that  that  Committee  had  not  been 
trusted  so  far  as  to  have  effect  given  to  its  re- 
port. That  Committee  stated  generally  that 
it  had  not  had  time  to  complete  its  investiga- 
tions, and  candidly  confessed  its  inability  to 
bring  down  any  report  that  could  exhaustively 
and  thoroughly  deal  with  the  question.  Why, 
then,  should  the  Minister,  unless  he  was  pre- 
pared to  say  that  he  had  more  information  than 
that  Committee — which  he  could  not  have  after 
but  one  fortnight  of  o£Sce — come  down  and  say 
that  he  saw  his  way  to  alter  the  whole  system  ? 
It  would  have  been  infinitely  more  creiditable 
to  say  candidly  that  he  was  unable  to  recom- 
mend at  the  present  time  any  specific  reduc- 
tion, but  that,  if  the  House  would  leave  the 
matter  in  his  hands,  it  might  safely  trust  him 
— declaring  that  he  valued  the  system  too  much 
to  injure  it,  but,  at  the  same  time,  he  would 
endeavour  to  effect  such  reductions  as  were 
possible  by  next  session.  If  the  honourable 
gentleman  had  said  that,  the  House  would  have 
extended  to  him  its  confidence. 

An  Hon.  Meubeb. — What  would  the  Oppo- 
sition have  said  7 

Ur.  WALKER  said  the  Opposition  never  re- 
fused reasonable  advice  from  any  Minister,  nor 
refused  to  extend  to  any  Minister  reasonable 
confidence.  So  much  for  the  general  question. 
He  was  sorry  indeed  that  the  Government  had 
altered  their  tactics  on  this  particular  point  of 
their  policy,  because  he  considered  it  would 
have  been  much  wiser  not  tahave  done  so.  So 
far  as  the  House  had  heard  from  the  Minister, 
the  only  specific  point  he  really  brought  up  that 
required  serious  consideration  was  that  which 
had  been  also  dealt  with  by  the  honourable 
member  for  Napier,  which  was  that  there  was 
a  good  deal  of  difference  of  administration  in 
different  districts.  That  was  the  most  impor- 
tant point  that  had  been  laid  before  the  House 
that  day.  And  what  did  it  prove  7  Not  that  any 
particular  part  of  the  system  should  be  reduced 
all  over  the  colony,  but  that  the  administration 
should  be  improved  where  it  was  faulty.  The 
Minister,  however,  had  not  shown  exactly  how 
it  was  to  be  improved,  oven  in  districts  where 
be  thought  there  had  been  a  lack  of  good  ad- 
ministration. The  whole  circumstances  only 
pointed  to  this :  that  more  mature  deliberation 
and  consideration  of  the  whole  subject  was, 
in  the  first  place,  necessary  before  the  Minister 
oonld  presume  to  guide  the  House  in  this  most 
important  matter.  He  trusted  the  Minister 
-would  take  into  consideration  all  he  had  heard 
that  day  upon  the  subject,  and  endeavour, 
next  session,  to  lay  before  the  House  better 
and  more  matured  recommendations.  He  ven- 
tured to  doubt  whether,  at  present,  the  Minis- 
ter hod  any  data  upon  which  to  found  his 
proposals ;  and  the  fact  that  he  was  prepared 
to  accept  a  compromise  showed  that  be  was 
acting  upon  insufficient  data.  The  exact 
nature  of  the  compromise  he  (Mr.  Walker) 


did  not  Icnow ;  but  the  fact  that  the  Minister 
was  willing  to  accept  a  compromise  showed 
that  he  was  not  quite  clear  himself,  for  if  he 
had  seriously  considered  the  matter  he  would 
have  been  the  last  person  to  accept  a  com- 
promise. He  did  not  see  how  the  Committee 
could  arrive  at  any  distinct  issue  on  any  one  of 
the  matters  submitted  to  it.  They  were  really 
working  in  the  dark,  and  the  Minister  would  not 
be  fully  assured  as  to  what  the  real  opinion  of 
the  House  was  upon  any  one  of  the  four  points. 
However,  he  trusted  that  before  the  debate 
closed  the  Ministry  would  gather  the  opinions 
of  a  good  many  of  the  members.  As  to  the  first 
question,  the  school-age,  the  Committee  which 
had  been  appointed  at  the  beginning  of  the 
session  was  able  to  gather  some  evidence,  and 
he  was  not  astonished  that  the  evidence  which 
was  procurable  was  certainly  not  of  a  character 
to  support  the  Government  proposals.  When 
the  Committee  was  appointed  some  members, 
during  the  course  of  the  light  debate  that  took 
place  on  the  question,  said  that  they  would  not 
send  their  children  to  school  before  the  age  of 
seven.  That  was  exactly  a  point  upon  which 
there  was  much  misconception.  It  was  all 
very  well  for  honourable  members  who  had 
nurseries  and  governesses  not  to  send  their 
children  to  school  at  the  age  of  five  years ;  but, 
then,  their  children  were  under  governesses, 
receiving  most  important  training  and  dis- 
cipline, though,  nominally,  they  were  not 
going  to  school.  Then,  there  was  this  point 
he  vrished  to  emphasize:  that  the  younger 
children  who  went  to  school  were  receiving 
most  valuable  instruction  and  discipline  in 
habits  and  manners.  At  the  same  time  that 
they  were  not  subjected  to  anything  which 
could  hinder  their  physical  development,  as 
regarded  their  mental  development  they  were 
receiving  most  perfect  training,  which  would 
enable  them,  when  the  proper  time  came, 
to  learn  the  different  subjects  which  would 
come  before  them.  The  evidence  placed  before 
the  Committee  was  most  conclusive  on  that 
point.  The  evidence  of  Mr.  Habens  certainly 
went  to  show  that  in  his  opinion  it  was  a  fal- 
lacy to  suppose  that  the  education  in  the  lower 
classes  in  the  public  schools  did  anything  more 
than  train  the  children  in  habits  of  discipline 
and  obedience :  it  also  showed  that,  more 
than  that,  the  training  they  had  to  undergo 
was  absolutely  pleasant  and  agreeable,  and 
had  all  the  advantages  that  the  kindergarten 
system  possessed.  Then,  as  regarded  the  in- 
clusion of  these  children  in  the  schools,  that 
affected  in  the  most  prodigious  manner  the 
cost  of  the  whole  system.  It  was  by  these 
children  being  included  that  they  were  enabled 
to  support  so  many  country  schools.  The  edu- 
cation of  the  children  in  the  infant  schools  did 
not  cost  more  than  £lSs.  or£l  10s.  per  annum, 
and  the  money  that  was  saved  by  their  capi- 
tation enabled  the  Bouds  to  keep  up  the 
country  schools.  As  against  that,  the  Minister 
proposed  that,  if  these  children  were  kept  out  of 
the  schools,  not  a  single  country  school  should 
be  shut  up ;  but,  as  had  been  shown  by  the 
honourable  member   for  Wellington  Suburbs, 
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the  saving  thus  proposed  to  be  effected  tvonld  be 
merely  nominal :  the  money  that  would  have  to 
be  sent  to  keep  up  the  country  schools  would  be 
precisely  the  same  amount  as  that  saved,  and, 
in  addition,  the  children  would  be  turned  from 
the  other  schools  into  the  streets.  He  thought 
they  should  get  the  children  into  the  schools  as 
soon  as  possible.  It  would  do  them  no  harm, 
but  good  ;  and  under  the  present  system  the 
country  would  not  be  a  penny  the  better  for 
the  proposed  change,  while  the  education  of 
the  country  would  be  a  great  deal  worse.  For 
these  reasons,  he  maintained  that,  so  far  as 
the  question  of  school-age  was  concerned,  the 
Minister  of  Education  he^  not  made  out  a  case, 
and  he  would  be  prepared  to  vote  for  the  reten- 
tion of  the  school-age  as  at  present.  Regarding 
the  children  who  had  passed  the  standards 
before  they  arrived  at  the  other  limit  of  the 
school-age,  if  clever,  hard-working  children  did 
that  he  should  be  very  sorry  to  see  them  ex- 
cluded. At  the  same  time,  hs  admitted  that 
this  was  one  of  the  branches  of  the  subject 
which  showed  the  necessity  for  exhaustive  con- 
sideration, not  only  with  regard  to  primary  but 
also  with  regard  to  secondary  education.  He 
therefore  desired  that  the  Minister,  who  was 
evidently  desirous  of  making  good  the  old  pro- 
verb about  a  new  broom,  should  look  into  this 
matter  during  the  recess,  and  endeavour  to 
show  what  he  could  do  with  regard  to  the 
whole  system.  If  he  could  bring  down  to  the 
House  a  system  which  would  save  all  over- 
lapping, and  enable  every  link  in  the  chain  to 
be  well  welded  and  to  do  its  work  efficiently- 
primary  education  doing  its  work,  and  second- 
ary education  not  overlapping,  but  also  doing 
its  work — he,  for  one,  should  be  exceedingly 
glad :  and  he  trusted  the  Minister  would  devote 
bis  energies  to  this  during  the  recess.  Then, 
with  regard  to  the  normal  schools,  the  Minister 
laid  a  great  deal  of  stress  on  the  fact  that  two 
of  our  normal  schools  were  not  doing  good  work. 
The  honourable  gentleman  admitted  that  the 
Otago  Training-school  was  doing  good  work, 
and  he  said  nothing  about  the  North  Canter- 
bury school ;  therefore  it  was  to  be  presumed 
that  silence  gave  consent,  and  that  it  also  was 
doing  good  work.  He  should  be  very  sorry  to 
see  all  the^e  normal  schools  done  away  with. 
He  admitted  that,  in  the  interests  of  economy, 
there  might  be  only  one  for  the  South  Island 
and  one  for  the  North  Island ;  but  it  was  wrong 
to  suppose  that  any  economy  or  assistance 
would  come  to  education  by  doing  away  with 
them  altogether.  He  therefore  could  not  agree 
with  that  proposal.  One  of  the  arguments  of 
the  Minister  of  Education  was  that  some  of 
the  districts  which  had  no  normal  schools  did 
very  well  vrithout  them ;  but  what  happened  in 
those  districts?  Simply  that  they  got  the 
teachers  they  wanted  to  fill  important  positions 
from  the  districts  which  had  normal  schools. 
That  certainly  did  not  show  that  normal 
schools  were  not  necessary  to  the  colony. 
With  regard  to  the  averages,  he  was  not  som- 
oiently  acquainted  with  the  working  of  the 
system  to  say  whether  the  proposal  of  the 
Minister  was  right  or  wrong ;  but  he  learned 
lir.  Walker 


enough  from  the  speech  of  the  honourable 
member  for  Linwood  to  know  that  it  would 
work  very  unfairly  in  some  instances,  and  there- 
fore he  would  urge  on  the  Minister  to  hold 
that  back  for  further  consideration.  As  re- 
gards the  capitation,  he  would  not  be  averse 
from  its  being  reduced  to  the  statutory  amount, 
because  if  they  had  learned  one  thing  during 
the  debate  it  was  this:  that  there  had  been 
a  great  deal  of  difference  in  the  administra- 
tion by  different  Boards,  and  that  some  con- 
ducted their  education  system  for  much  less 
than  others.  His  own  experience  in  Canterbury 
had  been  that  the  Board  had  for  some  yean 
been  managing  their  affairs  in  an  exceedingly 
extravagant  manner.  They  had  been  lavish 
in  putting  up  school-buildings  in  places  where 
they  were  not  wanted,  and  the  style  of  buildings 
they  had  erected  was  much  more  palatial  than 
the  circumstances  of  the  neighbourhoods  re- 
quired. They  had  not  even  considered  whether 
the  district  was  one  that  was  likely  to  be  per- 
manently settled,  or  one  which  was  merely 
stuffed  with  little  children  for  the  moment  and 
so  enabled  to  appeal  to  the  Education  Board  for 
a  school.  He  therefore  thought  that  a  little 
enforced  economy  in  their  case  and  in  other 
cases  would  have  a  salutary  effect.  He  had 
listened  with  a  great  deal  of  pleasure  to  many 
of  the  remarks  of  the  honourable  member  for 
Napier,  which  tended  in  the  direction  of  show- 
ing that  some  of  the  Education  Boards  had 
administered  their  affairs  with  a  great  deal  of 
economy,  and  without  any  bad  effects  to  the 
cause  of  education.  For  these  reason.<;,  ha 
would  vote  for  the  reduction  of  the  capitation 
to  the  statutory  amount.  It  had  also  been 
hinted  that  Boards  were  an  expense  and  drag 
upon  the  system.  Why  that  should  be  so  he 
did  not  know.  The  members  of  those  Boards 
were  certainly  gentlemen  who  devoted  them- 
selves to  the  work  for  no  other  cause  than  that 
they  loved  it  and  wished  to  do  their  best  for  it. 
The  expenses  of  these  Boards  were  not  very 
great,  and  it  would  not  be  fair  to  do  away  with 
them  all  over  the  colony.  That  would  render 
the  central  expense  in  Wellington  at  least  five 
times  as  great  as  it  was  now.  He  would  be 
sorry  to  see  that  change  effected,  because  there 
would  be  nothing  that  would  tend  more  to 
destroy  the  sense  of  self-reliance  of  the  people 
than  to  have  to  apply  for  everything  to  the 
central  office  in  Wellington.  Properly  ad- 
ministered, the  district  Boards  ought  to  be 
valuable  adjuncts  to  the  cause  of  education, 
and  valuable  advisers  to  the  central  office  in 
Wellington.  In  conclusion,  he  would  urge 
upon  the  Minister,  if  only  for  the  sake  of  his 
own  reputation,  to  pause  a  little  longer  before 
he  preyed  these  radical  changes  on  the  coun- 
try. If  the  honourable  gentleman  would  only 
ta^e  three  months  to  consider  he  would  pro- 
bably bring  down  a  scheme  which  would  be 
more  advantageous  to  the  colony,  and  naore 
conservative  of  the  good  parts  of  the  system  we 
now  had.  He  believed  in  the  prudence  of  this 
delay,  because  the  system  of  education  was  of 
immense  advantage  to  the  future,  and  to  the 
children  of  the  colony ;  and  it  was  one  for 
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which  every  taxpayer  of  tl\e  colony  paid,  and 
every  taxpayer  nad  a  right  to  get  his  fall 
value  from  it. 

Mr.  ALLEN  must  commence  by  fiaying  a 
few  words  on  the  general  que.stion,  so  that  the 
attitude  be  took  up  might  not  be  misunder- 
stood. He  yielded  to  no  man  in  his  desire  to 
see  the  whole  population  educated  in  the  very 
best  possible  manner,  and  he  said  that  be- 
cause he  believed  the  danger  of  the  future,  the 
danger  of  competition,  was  not  from  pauper 
labour,  but  lay  in  the  competition  which  would 
take  place  botwcea  us  and  highly-educated 
labour  elsewhere.  At  the  same  time,  knowing 
the  position  we  were  in,  it  behoved  us  also  to 
see  thatour  education,  while  being  as  efficient  as 
it  was  now,  was  managed  economically.  That 
was  a  question  which  was  prominently  before 
the  electors  during  the  recent  electioneering 
campaign, — and,  in  connection  with  that,  he 
might  answer  one  orgiment  brought  forward 
by  the  honourable  member  for  Linwood,  who 
said  that  every  candidate  was  pledged  to  sup- 
port the  school-ago  at  five  years 

Mr.  LOUGHBEY  hod  not  said  anything  of 
the  kind. 

Mr.  ALLEN  understood  the  honourable 
gentleman  to  say  that  if  any  one  hod  dared  to 
propose  that  the  school-age  should  be  increased 
from  five  to  six  years  bo  would  have  lost  his 
election.  As  for  as  be  himself  was  concerned — 
and  honourable  members  knew  whom  he  hod 
to  oppose  at  the  election— he  boldly  stated  to 
his  constituents  that  he  thought  the  raising  of 
the  schuol-oge  from  five  to  six  was  necessary 
under  our  present  difficulties.  Then,  they  were 
told  by  the  last  speaker  that  the  physical  strain 
on  children  attending  school  at  five  years  of  age 
had  no  evil  effects.  The  honourable  gentleman 
was  not  present  at  the  meeting  of  the  Educa- 
tion Committee  at  which  medical  evidence  was 
taken  which  tended  to  prove  exactly  the  con- 
trary. Dr.  Brown  gave  evidence  to  this  effect 
before  the  Committee : — 

"  If  I  am  to  give  an  opinion,  speaking  as  a 
medical  man,  I  think  that  children  in  the 
majority  of  cases  are  sent  to  school  too  early. 
I  do  not  think  that  for  the  purposes  of  real 
education  the  majority  of  children  derive  much 
benefit  from  schooling  imdor  six  or  seven  years 
of  age.  During  the  early  years  of  childhood  I 
think  that  the  best  use  that  can  be  mode  of  a 
child's  time  is  to  help  him  to  get  as  sound  and 
healthy  a  bodily  organism  as  possible." 

Then  he  was  pressed  minutely  on  this  point, 
and  he  said  he  thought  that  under  any  circum- 
stances a  child  would  be  better  in  the  open  air 
enjoying  any  healthful  form  of  recreation,  and 
that  his  opinion  was  based  on  experience 
and  observation.  That  evidence  came  from  a 
gentleman  who  was  not  only  a  medical  man, 
but  also  Chairman  of  an  Education  Board,  and 
one  who  took  a  great  interest  in  the  work ; 
and  some  weight  ought  to  attach  to  his 
opinion.  What,  then,  was  there  in  favour  of 
raising  the  school-age  ?  They  should  also  take 
into  consideration  what  was  done  in  other 
countries  which  were  in  the  van  of  progress  in 
legard  to  education.     In  Switzerland,  which 
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was  in  the  very  front  rank  in  educational  pro- 
gress, the  children  were  bound  to  go  to  school 
at  seven  years,  and  could  go  at  six  ;  in  France 
the  compulsory  age  was  from  six  to  thirteen ; 
in  Hamburg  the  children  could  nut  enter  the 
schools  before  they  wore  six;  and  in  America 
the  legal  minimum  age  was  six :  the  com- 
pulsory age  was  from  eight  to  fourteen.  He 
would  admit  that  there  were  variations  in  the 
school-age  in  America,  and  that  the  average 
was  from  five  to  six  years  ;  but  in  nearly  all  of 
the  countries  of  Europe  the  lowest  age  at  which 
a  child  might  enter  a  school  was  six  years.  He 
thought  that,  taken  with  what  he  had  men- 
tioned before,  should  also  have  some  weight 
with  the  Committee.  It  would  be  seen,  then, 
from  what  he  had  said  that  he  was  quite  pre- 
pared to  vote  for  the  raising  of  the  school- 
age  from  five  to  six  years ;  but  he  should 
have  been  quite  prepared  to  accept  the  report 
which  came  down  from  the  Education  Com- 
mittee, not  because  he  personally  wanted  much 
more  evidence  in  favour  of  the  raising  of  the 
school-age,  but  because  he  thought  it  wise, 
when  a  large  reform  was  being  mode,  to  take 
time  to  consider  it.  If,  however,  a  division  were 
called  for  he  was  pledged  to  vote  for  the  rais- 
ing of  the  age  to  six.  Then,  with  regard  to  the 
reduction  by  43.  of  the  capitation-grant,  he  was 
also  quite  prepared  to  vote  for  that ;  and,  as  for 
OS  he  could  gather  from  the  spcechcsin  theCom- 
mittee,  most  members  were  prepared  to  vote 
for  the  is.  reduction.  At  any  rate,  he  should 
vote  for  it  himself ;  and  he  was  not  afraid  to 
say  that  he  saw  no  reason  why  the  salaries  of 
the  more  highly  paid  school-teachers  should 
not  be  reduced.  The  late  Government  proposed 
reductions  in  the  Civil  Service,  but  none  in  the 
salaries  of  highly-paid  school-teachers ;  and  the 
late  Colonial  Treasurer  based  his  argument  for 
the  reduction  of  the  salaries  of  Civil  servants 
on  the  fact,  as  be  said,  that  the  purchasing- 
power  of  money  was  far  greater  than  it  was  a 
few  years  ago.  If  that  argument  had  any 
weight  with  regard  to  Civil  servants,  certainly 
it  had  the  same  weight  with  regard  to  highly- 

Eaid  school  -  teachers.     On   that  ground  alone 
e  should  be  prepared  to  vote  for  the  reduction 
of  the  4s. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— What  is  your  definition  of' 
a  highly-paid  school-teacher  ? 

Mr.  ALLEN.— £500  a  year. 

Mr.  LEVESTAM.— How  many  of  those  have 
you  in  the  colony  ?    Only  three  or  four. 

Mr.  ALLEN  said  there  were  several.  He 
must  candidly  confess  that  not  sufficient  evi- 
dence had  been  adduced  to  enable  him  to  moke 
up  his  mind  on  the  third  proposal  of  the  Go- 
vernment, relating  to  strict  average,  and  he 
should  therefore  prefer  that  that  question  be 
left  over  until  next  session.  With  rcgai-d  to  the 
normal  schools  or  training-colleges,  he  felt  that 
it  would  be  advisable  to  leave  the  question  open 
until  next  session.  He  knew  from  the  evidence 
that  had  been  brought  before  the  Committee 
that  in  some  cases  the  training-colleges  had 
proved  more  or  less  failures ;  but  he  was  not 
prepared  to  accept  that  judgment  in  regard  to 
the  normal  schools  in  the  district  from  which  he 
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came.  He  thought  everybody  coining  from  that 
part  o{  the  colony  would  ad^it  that  they  had 
been  to  a  veiy  great  extent  a  success.  But  it 
involved  a  very  large  question  of  policy.  The 
training  of  school-teachers  was  a  large  question 
they  could  hardly  make  up  their  minds  upon  in 
one  day  or  evening.  He  should  prefer  it  to  be 
left  over  until  next  session,  when  they  might 
discuss  it  under  more  favourable  conditions. 
An  honourable  member  made  a  remark  that 
afternoon  that  in  Hawke's  Bay  they  had  got  no 
training-college,  and  yet  got  on  quite  as  well 
without  it.  Now,  that  might  be  quite  true; 
but,  from  the  evidence  he  had  before  him, 
Hawke's  Bay  had  been  drawing  her  teachers 
from  the  Otago  training-colleges.  He  had  be- 
fore him  a  letter  to  Mr.  James  Fulton,  M.H.R., 
from  Dr.  Stuart,  a  gentleman  who,  he  sup- 

e>sed,  was  known  to  everybody  in  the  House, 
r.  Stuart  said, — 

"I  have  had  the  opinion  that  our  Normal 
School  docs  good  work.  Its  trained  men  are 
in  demand  in  South  Canterbury,  Hawke's  Bay, 
and  Taranaki,  and  in  such  demand  that  at  this 
moment  there  is  only  one  trained  man  who  is 
not  in  a  situation.  When  its  students  go  up  to 
the  University  they  take  a  full  share  of  the 
honours." 

He  had  also  before  him  evidence  from  the 
head-teacher  of  the  Normal  School  in  Dunedin 
very  much  to  the  same  effect.    He  said, — 

"  Were  the  school  training  only  for  the  Otago 
District  there  might  be  reason  even  in  this  \i.e., 
reduced  expenditure  on  the  Normal  School]; 
but  it  trains  teachers  for  Southland  and  South 
Canterbury,  for  Hawke's  Bay,  Taranaki,  and 
Wanganui,  and  for  other  education  districts  as 
well.  The  teachers  of  these  districts  would  not 
be  burdened  with  the  cost  of  training.  Why 
should  tho  teachers  of  Otago  ?  " 

Well,  with  evidence  of  that  kind  before  him, 
he  could  not  make  up  his  mind  to  vote  for 
doing  away  with  normal  schools  and  training- 
colleges,  and  he  hoped  that  question  might  be 
held  over  till  next  session.  Of  course  the  whole 
question  was  a  large  one.  He  supposed  they 
all  very  much  regretted  being  obliged  to  make 
any  reductions  whatever  in  the  education  sys- 
tem ;  but  they  had  to  admit  that  the  time 
had  now  come  when  they  were  sorely  pressed 
for  funds,  and,  if  it  were  possible  to  make 
economies  in  tho  education  system  without 
impairing  its  efQciency,  why,  then,  it  was  their 
duty  to  do  so.  However,  he  would  not  go  into 
the  whole  question  now.  He  supposed  that 
next  session  the  question  would  crop  up  again, 
and  they  would  then  have  the  full  evidence 
of  the  Education  CJommittee  before  them,  and 
perhaps  those  who  had  been  unable  yet  to 
'  come  to  any  conclusion  would  then  be  able  to 
make  up  their  minds  more  readily. 

Dr.  FITCHETT  had  a  good  deal  to  say  on 
his  subject,  but  would  mercifuUly  refrain  from 
saying  most  of  it,  because  the  matter  had 
already  been  pretty  exhaustively  argued.  But 
he  could  not  content  himself  without  saying 
something,  because  he  thought  that,  from  every 
point  of  view,  this  was  the  most  important 
matter  they  had  had  to  discuss  this  session. 
Mr.  Allen 


Now,  he  was  a  very  loyal  friend  of  the  present 
system  of  education,  and,  as  for  as  possible,  he 
would  allow  nothing  to  touch  it  that,  in  his 
judgment,  would  injure  it.  It  was  because  he 
was  so  loyal  a  friend  of  the  system  that  he 
would  cordially  assist  every  effort  to  intelligently 
economize.  There  were  enemies  on  all  sides, 
and  the  friends  of  education  could  best  snstain 
it  by  showing  no  vulnerable  point  of  attack. 
Therefore  he  was  strenuously  in  favour  of  every 
attempt  to  economize  the  education  system. 
But  he  was  not  going  to  economize  at  the  ex- 
pense of  the  system,  and  he  was  very  sorry  to  say 
that,  BO  far  as  three  out  of  these  four  proposals 
went,  he  was  emphatically  against  them.  He 
thought  the  Ministry  had  been  altogether  pre- 
mature in  this  matter.  They  appointed  a  Com- 
mittee, and  voluminous  evidence  was  taken; 
and  yet  the  House  was  now  asked  to  deal  with 
this  great  question  while  honourable  members 
generally  were  in  a  state  of  ignorance  as  to  the 
evidence  adduced  and  the  result  of  the  labours 
of  the  Committee  I  Ignoring  the  labours  of  the 
Committee,  the  Government  came  down  mth 
a  series  of  isolated  lines  on  which  they  pro- 
posed to  pursue  their  retrenchment.  Indeed, 
the  interim  report  presented  by  the  Committee 
was  directly  in  the  teeth  of  the  Government 
proposals.  He  thought  this  wa.5  a  mistake.  It 
would  be  noticed  that  in  the  discussion,  though 
every  speaker  had  urged  retrenchment,  thej 
were  by  no  means  in  accord  with  the  Govern- 
ment. One  honourable  gentleman  declared 
that  Boards  should  be  abolished,  another  that 
tho  standards  should  be  revised,  another  that 
the  high  schools  should  be  abolished.  All 
these  things  went  to  show  that  the  Govern- 
ment were  premature  in  endeavouring  to  re- 
trench before  they  knew  where  to  retrench : 
and  therein  lay  the  danger  which  the  system 
ran  at  the  hands  of  the  Government.  He  pro- 
tested against  tinkering  with  so  important  a 
question  as  tho  education  system  of  the  colony. 
He  thought  they  should  have  time  during  the 
recess  to  exhaustively  analyse  the  whole  i^ait, 
and  at  the  beginning  of  next  session  come 
down  with  a  complete  and  exhaustive  scheme 
of  retrenchment.  In  that  he  would  assist,  and 
he  believed  that  not  only  would  the  loss  con- 
sequent on  tho  delay  be  very  trifling,  but  he 
believed  retrenchment  to  the  extent  of  nearly 
£100,000  could  be  achieved,  and  that,  too, 
without  injuring  the  system — in  fact,  it  might 
heighten  the  efficiency  of  the  system.  Deal- 
ing with  the  Government  proposals,  and  taking 
first  the  school-age,  the  onus  lay  on  the  Qo- 
vemment  to  establish  the  advisability  of  a 
change.  The  Government  hod  pledged  them- 
selves to  do  nothing  to  injure  the  efficiency  of 
the  system.  The  onus  rested  on  them  to  show 
that  raising  the  school-oge  would  not  injure  the 
system.  That  view  had  not  been  sufficiently 
urged  on  the  Committee.  What  evidence  was 
adduced  in  support  of  the  proposed  change? 
The  Minister  of  Education  told  the  Committee 
that,  of  thirty-nine  reports  or  answers,  nineteen 
were  in  favour  of  raising  the  school-age,  six- 
teen were  against  it,  and  four  were  silent.  He 
(Dr.  Fitcbett)  took  it  that  the  four  who  wei* 
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eilent  were  really  in  favour  of  the  present  state 
of  things;  so  that,  from  the  Minister's  own 
lignros,  there  were  nineteen  in  favour  of  the 
change  and  twenty  against  it.  Thus  the 
balance  of  evidence  was  against  the  Minister. 
That,  however,  was  perhaps  a  narrow  way  of 
looking  at  it.  Honourable  members  had  not 
before  them  the  evidence  given  before  the 
Committee,  but  he  would  briefly  refer  to  one  or 
two  points  that  had  already  been  touched  on. 
The  Minister  of  Education  laid  emphasis  on  the 
evidence  in  favour  of  raising  the  school-age 
fiven  by  Dr.  Brown,  and  therein  he  was  fol- 
lowed by  the  honourable  member  for  Dunedin 
East.  Now,  in  considering  that  evidence  they 
must  remember  one  thing:  that  Dr.  Brown 
\raa  not  a  specialist  in  education  at  all.  He 
had  no  practical  knowledge  of  it.  He  was  a 
specialist  as  a  medical  man,  but  not  as  an 
educationalist.  But  his  evidence  did  not  sup- 
port the  contention  of  the  Minister  of  Educa- 
tion, or  of  the  honourable  member  for  Dunedin 
East,  who  carefully  omitted  an  answer  given  by 
Dr.  Brown  that  put  his  evidence  in  an  altogether 
different  light.  He  would  read  the  question 
and  answer : — 

"  You  say  that  you  think  the  children  are 
sent  too  early  to  school.  Does  not  that  depend 
upon  the  sort  of  instruction  they  get  and  the 
sort  of  accommodation  that  exists  ? — Yes  ;  but, 
assuming  the  instruction  to  be  intelligent  and 
the  accommodation  fit,  I  consider  that  at  the 
present  school-age  children  would  get  no  harm 
tiom  attendance  at  school  and  the  form  of 
instruction  they  get  there  —  supposing  the 
hours  are  not  too  long.  I  lay  great  stress  on 
that  point.     I  put  special   emphasis  on  this 

r)int  80  fur  as  it  relates  to  the  school-hours. 
think  they  are  at  present  too  long  for  infants. 
I  fail  to  see  what  benefit  is  derived  from  an 
attendance  of  four  hours  —  two  hours  in  the 
forenoon  and  two  hours  in  the  afternoon — for 
very  young  children." 

There  he  surrendered  the  whole  position,  for 
if  the  instruction  were  not  intelligent  or  the 
accommodation  fit  they  should  be  made  so. 
If  the  hours  were  too  long,  that  was  a  matter 
of  detail  to  be  remedied  by  the  department ; 
it  was  not  a  reason  for  raising  the  school-ago. 
Again, — 

"  Is  the  present  accommodation  fit? — It  has 
been  made  as  fit  as  possible — that  is,  as  fit  as 
we  could  make  it  in  Otago. 

"  Do  you  not  think  that  a  child  would  be 
bettor  off  even  if  kept  in  premises  not  exactly 
adapted  to  his  Bse  than  if  he  were  running  in 
the  street  ?— I  do  not." 

That  was  a  matter  on  which  each  honourable 
gentleman  could  form  a  judgment.  He  (Dr. 
Fitcbett)  submitted  that  it  was  far  better  that 
a  child  should  be  kept  in  a  well-regulated  school 
than  be  allowed  to  run  about  in  the  back-lanes 
of  a  city.  Then,  the  Minister  asked, "  You  think 
that  under  any  circumstances  the  child  would 
be  better  in  the  open  air  enjoying  any  health- 
ful form  of  recreation  ?  "  Dr.  Brown  answered, 
"  I  do."  The  doctor  was  under  the  delusion 
that  if  a  child  was  not  at  school  it  would  of 
necessity  be  enjoying  healthy  recreation  out- 


side. Now,  had  young  children,  particularly  the 
children  of  poor  people,  who  formed  the  mass 
of  the  population  in  cities,  any  opportunity  of 
enjoying  healthful  recreation  outside  ?  They 
had  not. 

Mr.  FISHEB.— Why  necessarily  in  the 
gutters? 

Dr.  FITCHETT  said,  in  the  cases  of  the 
poor,  the  fathers  being  away  at  work,  and  the 
mothers  engaged  in  their  domestic  duties,  the 
children  were  left  to  their  own  sweet  will,  and 
they  went  to  the  gutter  naturally — it  was  the 
only  place  open  to  them.  He  would  draw 
attention  to  the  evidence  of  a  witness  of 
greater  authority  than  Dr.  Brown,  or,  indeed, 
probably  than  any  other  witness — the  Rev.  Mr. 
Habens,  Inspector-General  of  Schools.  In  one 
answer  he  put  concisely  and  conclusively  the 
whole  position  of  those  who  contended  that  the 
school-age  should  not  be  raised.  He  was  asked, 
"  Wbac  do  you  think  is  the  general  effect  of 
discipline  and  teaching  on  these  younger 
children  ?  "  and  the  answer  was, — 

"  Considering  the  early  age  at  which  the 
children  of  the  artiseua  and  the  labourer  ordi- 
narily leave  school,  I  am  of  opinion  that  it  il 
necessary  to  admit  such  children  to  school  at 
an  early  age,  in  order  that  their  school-oourse 
may  be  of  reasonable  length  ;  and  that,  in 
schools  which  are  sufiiciently  organized  to  pro- 
vide instruction  upon  proper  methods  for  child- 
ren between  five  and  seven  years  of  age,  such 
children  derive  a  very  great  benefit  from  the 
discipline  and  instruction  which  they  receive, 
and  are  thereby  prepared  for  the  severer 
methods  of  instruction  that  will  follow  in  the 
more  advanced  classes.  I  think  it  should  also 
be  remembered  that  the  children  of  the  same 
class,  if  they  are  not  at  school  at  an  early  age, 
are  likely  to  receive  a  practical  education  out- 
of-doors  that,  however  advantageous  it  may 
be  to  them  from  a  physical  point  of  view,  is 
perhaps  very  detrimental  from  a  moral  and 
intellectual  point  of  view.  I  may  add  that,  if 
we  regard  the  example  set  by  England  in  this 
matter,  the  English  Government  recognises 
the  attendance  of  children  just  above  three 
years  of  age  as  entitling  the  schools  they 
attend  to  grants  from  the  Treasury." 

This  was  what  Dr.  Brown  said  about  school' 
age  and  capitation : — 

"  At  the  same  time,  I  must  say  that,  having 
gone  carefully  into  this  question  of  capitation- 
allowance  and  its  bearing  on  the  cost  of  educa- 
tion, I  fail  to  see  how,  as  long  as  the  State 
continues  to  have  the  control  of  education  in  its 
hands,  this  system  can  be  maintained  unless 
the  school-age  is  retained  pretty  much  as  it  is 
or  the  capitation-allowance  is  increased." 

Yet  the  Government  actually  proposed  to 
reduce  the  capitation -allowance.  He  would 
not  appeal  further  to  authorities,  but  he 
would  appeal  to  the  common-sense  of  the 
Committee  as  to  whether  it  was  not  reason- 
able and  right  to  let  children  go  to  school  at 
the  age  of  five.  As  it  had  been  well  put  by 
one  honourable  member,  raising  the  school-age 
would,  porskdoxical  as  it  seemed,  be  imposing  a 
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tax  to  keep  the  children  out  of  school.    The 
country  schools  would  suSei  fiom  the  decreased 
capitation,  and  would  have  to  get  assistance 
from  the  Government  to  keep  open  ;  so  it  would 
be  really  imposing  a  tax  to  keep  children  from 
the  schools.     It  had  been  said  that  children 
between  five  and  six  were  too  young  to  undergo 
a  steady  course  of  instruction — that  they  were 
physically  and  mentally  too  weak,  and  that 
therefore  they  should  not  be  permitted  to  go  to 
school.     But  honourable  members  could  see, 
and  the  evidence  would  show,  that  these  young 
children    were    not    instructed   in    the   sense 
spoken  of  at  all,  but  that  they  were  kept  at 
school  subject  to  discipline,  where  they  learned 
habits  of  order  and  attention,  and  unconsciously 
absorbed,  through  their  pores,  as  it  were,  a 
large  amount  of  information.    They  acquired 
a  habit  of  noticing  things,  and  in  all  these 
ways  they  fitted  themselves  for  learning  more 
quickly  later  on.     The  evidence  went  to  show 
that  children  who  attended  school  at  an  early 
age   learned  faster,   relatively,   than   children 
who  had  not  attended  school  at  an  early  age. 
As  to  the  proposed  reduction  of  capitation,  it 
seemed  to  him  that  it  would  be  entirely  inope- 
rative.   Under  the  present  system  the  Govern- 
ment gave  the  money  to  the  Education  Boards. 
The  Boards   gave  a  sufficiency  to   the   town 
schools,  and  tbe  country  schools  got  what  was 
left.     It  was  like  pouring  water  into  a  cup ; 
the  cup  was  filled,  and  then  what  more  was 
poured  ran  over.    Here  the  money  was  poured 
into  the  cup  of  the  town  schools,  and  what 
was  over  ran  to  the  country  schools.    If  the 
quantity  poured  was  decreased  the  cup  would 
still  have   to  be   filled  before   any   could   run 
over,  and  of  course  it  would  be  the  overflow 
that  would  be  so  much  less  to  the  country 
schools,  and  the  country  schools  would  have 
to  come  to  the  Government  for  enough  more 
to  keep  them  alive.      It  was   as   clear  as  a 
syllogism.    There  would  be  no    real  saving : 
the  towns  would  be  first  supplied,  and  would 
absorb  all  the   funds.     The  country  schools 
would  come  to  the  Government  for  more,  and 
would  get  it ;  for  the  Government  were  pledged 
to  keep  open  the  country  schools.    As  to  the 
strict-average  proposal,  the  honourable  member 
for  Linwood  had  put  that  quite  out  of  court.    By 
having  the  strict  average  instead  of  the  work- 
ing average  an  indefinite  punishment  would  be 
inflicted  on  the  teacher — it  would  be  making 
his  salary  dependent  on  the  weather :  salaries 
would  go  up  and  down  with  the  barometer. 
Anything  more  absurd  could  not  be  conceived. 
The  Minister  could  not  have  considered  what 
would  be  the  efiect  of  such  a  change  or  he 
would  never  have  suggested  it.    The  master 
would  have  to  do  the  same  amount  of  work  at 
all  times,  for  it  was  just  as  easy  to  teach  six  as 
four ;  but,  as  he  had  said,  tbe  man  would  get  a 
fluctuating  salary,  and,  literally,  it  would  de- 
pend on  the  weather.    Reverting  for  a  moment 
to  the  raising  of  the  school-age,  he  would  like 
to  point  out  that  the  honourable  member  for 
Kapler  seemed  to  miss  the  point  of  what  had 
been  urged  in  favour  of    the  present  order  of 
things.    The  argument  was  that,  as  the  town 
Dr.  Fitchett 


schools  did  not  cost  so  much  per  head  to  main- 
tain as  the  country  schools,  if  the  aUowance» 
were  decreased  there  would  not  be  so  much 
to  go  to  the  country  schools  by  way  of  surplus 
from   the   town  schools ;   that,  therefore,  the 
country    schools    would     suSer    most.      The 
honourable  gentleman  said  that  in  the  country 
children  under  six  years  did  not  attend — that 
it  was  usually  too  far  for  them  to  go,  and  they 
were  kept  away  by  the  weather ;  that  therefore 
it  would  be  the   town  schools  more  than  the 
country  schools  that  would  sufler.     On  reflec- 
tion the  honourable  gentleman  would  see  that 
the  surplus  was  chiefly  created  by  the  attend- 
ance in  town  schools  of   children  under  six. 
As  to  closing  the  normal  schools,  that  was  & 
new  proposal  not  indicated  in  the  Financial 
Statement,  which  gave  the  general  lines  of  the 
proposed  retrenchnient.    If  it  was  intended  to 
abolish  them,   direct  evidence  on  that  point 
should   have    been   taken   by   the   Education 
Committee.     This  was  not    done,   but    such 
evidence  as  there  was  was  entirely  in  favour  of 
the  retention  of  the  normal  schools.     All  the 
witnesses,  both  those  who  gave  their  evidence 
orally  and  those  who  did  so  in  writing,  were 
asked    if    they    could    make    suggestions    for 
effecting  economy,  and  not  one  had  suggested 
abolishing    the    normal    schools.      That    was 
really  affirmative  evidence  in  favour  of  retain- 
ing them.   The  Minister  had  quoted  a  Mr.  Fidler 
as  reflecting  on  the  efficiency  of  the  Auckland 
school ;   but  when  Mr.  Fidler  came  to  give 
evidence  before  the  Committee  he  did  not  say 
anything  on  that  subject.     But,  because  one 
school  was  inefficient,  that  was  no  argument 
for  abolishing  the  entire  system ;  it  only  proved 
that  one  school  wanted  improving.     In  Can- 
terbury and  Otago  the  training  -  schools  had 
done  most  excellent  work,  and  had  given  full 
value  to  the  country  for  its  money   in    the 
teachers  they  had  turned  out. 
Mr.  FISHER.— Canterbury? 
Dr.  FITCHETT  could  speak  from  his  own 
knowledge  of   the  Canterbury  school  and  of 
those  conducting  it.    That  school  had  turned 
out  teachers  worth  the  whole  vote  to  the  colony. 
Besides  the  actual  work  of  training  teachers, 
the  normal  schools  also  served  a  most  valuable 
purpose  as  nurseries  to  the  university.     Our 
system  of  education  encouraged  teachers  to  go 
through  the  University.    There  was  great  bene- 
fit in  that.    Those  going  through  the  training- 
colleges  simply  would  probably  acquire  only 
enough  to  suit  their  immediate  purpose  and 
enable  them  to  pass  the  necessary  examina- 
tions, while  those  passing  through  the  Univer- 
sity acquired  a  larger  and  broader  knowledge. 
They  knew  all  round  the  subjects  they  taught, 
and  so  were  better  teachers.     The  system  of 
normal  schools  was  a  good  one.     They  took 
the  cream  of  the  scholars  and  mode  them 
teachers.    Abolish  them,  and  the  supply  of 
trained  teachers  must  he  imported  from  out- 
side.     He  hoped   they  would   be   allowed   to 
remain  till  next  session  at  all  events,  when  the 
whole  subject  could  receive  mature  considera- 
tion.   Indeed,  he  hoped  the  whole  of  the  pro- 
posals would  be  allowed  to  stand  over  till  next 
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session.  He  knew  that  savings  could  be  made 
in  the  administiation  of  the  primary  system 
and  in  the  cost  of  higher  education;  savings 
eould  be  made  in  the  standards,  and  savings 
could  be  made  by  lessening  the  number  of 
Education  Boards.  There  could  be  also  large 
sums  saved  and  greater  efficiency  attained  in 
ttie  system  of  inspection.  Not  one  of  these 
things  was  embodied  in  the  proposals  of  the 
Oovemmcnt.  He  knew  this  matter  had  been 
discussed  apart  from  party  consideration,  and 
be  hoped  all  honourable  members  would  be 
guided  without  prejudice  in  coming  to  a  deci- 
sion on  the  different  proposals  submitted.  He 
'was  satisfied  that,  though  possibly  the  reduc- 
ing of  the  capitation  might  not  do  much 
harm,  yet  the  raising  of  the  School-age  and  the 
abolishing  of  the  normal  schools  were  organic 
changes  of  a  most  disastrous  kind — changes 
that  hereafter  would  be  bitterly  regretted. 

Mr.  PEACOCK  would  not  say  much  now  on 
the  question  of  school-age,  as  he  had  spoken  on 
it  before ;  but,  after  what  had  been  said  and 
quoted  by  the  honourable  member  for  Dunedin 
Central,  be  could  not  refrain  from  giving  a 
quotation  bearing  on  this  point.  The  honour- 
able member  had  referred  somewhat  disparag- 
ingly to  the  evidence  of  Dr.  Brown,  given 
before  the  Education  Committee,  because  it 
happened  to  be  against  his  own  views,  and 
stated  it  was  overridden  by  that  of  the  Rev. 
Mr.  Habens.  He  wished  to  read  a  few  lines 
from  the  evidence  of  perhaps  the  highest  ex- 
pert on  the  subject  in  the  world.  Mr.  Arnold, 
Inspector-General  of  Schools  in  Great  Britain, 
when  being  examined  before  the  Royal  Com- 
mission on  Education,  referred  as  follows  to 
Germany,  a  country  in  the  front  rank  of  the 
nations  as  regarded  education:  "In  Germany 
they  tell  you  that  it  is  settled  by  all  the 
medical  authorities  that  children  have  no 
busmess  to  begin  to  learn  before  they  are  six 
years  old." 

Mr.  DUNCAN  said  the  Committee  had  heard 
a  great  deal  of  argument  from  the  town  point 
of  view,  and  he  would  now  say  a  few  words  on 
the  country  side  of  the  question.  There  were 
twenty-one  or  twenty-two  schools  in  his  elec- 
torate, mostly  small  ones:  in  fact,  in  about 
seven  of  them  there  was  attendance  about 
enough  to  let  the  teachers  be  fairly  paid ;  while, 
as  to  the  rest,  if  the  Government  proposals  were 
carried  there  could  be  no  doubt  that  further 
assistance  would  be  wanted  to  keep  them  alive. 
Ho  supposed  that  the  average  for  seven  of 
those  schools  would  be  about  120,  and  that  the 
average  attendance  at  the  others  would  be 
about  forty,  while  some  of  them  had  as  few  as 
twenty-five  pupils,  so  that  it  would  mean  that, 
if  this  plan  were  carried  out,  a  number  of  those 
teachers  would  have  to  come  to  the  Govern- 
ment for  assistance — that  they  would  actually 
have  to  beg  for  an  existence.  That  deserved 
consideration ;  and  another  matter  which  de- 
served consideration  was  that  nothing  should 
be  done  which  would  reduce  educational  ad- 
vantages to  the  children  of  those  people  who 
went  into  the  remote  parts  of  the  country  to 
carry  on  the  work  of  colonisation.    He  did  not 


believe  that  the  Minister  of  Education  hod 
sufiSciently  thought  the  matter  out.     He  had 
no  doubt  that  the  honourable  gentleman  was 
sincere  in  stating  that  he  would  not  allow 
country  schools  to  be  shut  up ;  but  there  were 
so  many  of  them  that  were  at  starving-point 
already  that  any  reductions  must  have  the 
eSeot  of  shutting  them  up.    It  had  been  stated 
that  there  would  be  a  saving  of  £26,0(X)  by 
raising  the  school-age.     He  did  not  know  how 
that  was  arrived  at ;  but  he  did  not  think  that 
it  would  be  so  large.     At  any  rate,  he  did  not 
suppose  that  raising  the  age  would  very  much 
affect  the  small  country  schools,  because  child- 
ren under  the  age  of  six  could  not  walk  any 
distance   to   the   schools.    But  reducing  the 
capitation-allowance  would  affect   them  to  a 
very  large  extent,  especially  where  there  were 
a  good   many   small    schools   in   a   district. 
The  Boards  did  not  seem  to  be  able  to  give 
these  schools  much  for  maintenance  now,  and 
they  would  then  be  compelled  to  give  them 
less ;  and  he  feared  that  it  would  come  to  this : 
that  the  cost  of  maintenance  would  bs  thrown 
upon  the  people  in  the  neighbourhood  of  these 
schools  ;  and  they  could  not  afford  it.    As  to 
the  alteration  ia  the  average,  that  would  have 
a  very  serious  effect,  because  the  children  in 
wet  weather,  when  the  roads  were  bad  and  the 
creeks  were  flooded,  could  not  attend.    Many 
of  the  children  had  seven  or   eight  miles  to 
travel,  and  it  was  certain  that  there  must  be 
many  causes   to   prevent    regular   attendance 
which  were  not  to  be  found  in  connection  with 
the  schools  in  town.     He  therefore  hoped  that 
the  country  members  would  endeavour  to  see 
that  this  change  in  the  average  should  not  be 
made  in  the  case  of  the  country  schools,  for,  to 
secure  an  average  sufficient  to  keep  the  schools 
open,  the  children  would  have  to  go  in  weather 
and  under  circumstances  that  might  bring  on 
illness  that  would  do  them  more  harm  than 
remaining  from  school  for  a  week  or  two  during 
the  year.    He  did  not  agree  with  the  propossbl 
made  by  the  honourable  member  for  Napier,  if 
he  understood  him  aright,  that  female  teachers 
should   be    appointed  to    the   small  country 
schools.     There  were  lots  of   grown-up  boys, 
say,  of  eight  or  nine  or  ten  years  old,  who  were 
sent  to  these  schools  when  they  knew  little  or 
nothing;  and  he  should  like  to  know  what 
power  a  female  teacher  would  have  of  control- 
ling half  a  dozen  boys  such  as  those,  especially 
if,  as  might  often  happen,  they  hod  never  been 
to  school  previously,  and  had  not  learned  any 
discipline.    For  another  thing,  it  would  not  be 
easy  to  get  females  to  go  into  these  out-of- 
the-way  places.     They  must  necessarily  have 
parents  or  some  one  to  protect  them.     He 
thought    it   should    be    male   teachers    who 
should  be  sent  to  these  out-of-the-way  places. 
Then,  it  was  said  that  there  was  no  need  to 
have  as  high-grade  or  highly-trained  teachers 
for    these  country  schools  as    for    the    town 
schools.    But  he  held  a  different  opinion.    If 
they  were  to  have   a  national  system,  then 
the  outlying  schools  should  really  have  better 
teachers  than  were  to  be  found  in  the  town 
schools,  or,  at  any  rate,  as  good.    The  primary 
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■obools  in  the  country  districts  -were  the  only 
Bchools  that  the  children  brought  up  there 
\rould  h&ve  the  benefit  of,  whereas  in  the 
towns  the  children  would  have  the  high 
schools  to  go  to.  That  led  him  to  another 
point,  and  that  was  that  it  was  not  right, 
especially  in  the  outlTing  districts,  where  there 
were  no  high  schools,  to  stop  the  teaching 
aitet  the  Sixth  Standard  had  been  passed,  or 
to  call  upon  the  parents  to  pay  for  it.  There 
were  not  many  of  the  pupils  who  stayed  after 
they  had  passed  the  Fourth  or  the  Fifth  Stan- 
dard ;  and  if  there  were  any  who  could  stay 
till  they  could  pass  the  Seventh  or  the  Kighth 
Standard — if  there  was  such  a  standard — they 
should  be  allowed  to  stay,  especially  seeing 
that  they  could  be  educated  at  the  cost  of 
£8  ISs.  per  head,  whereas  in  the  high  schools 
the  education  cost  on  an  average  £24  for  each 
pupil.  That  showed  the  unfairness  of  the 
thing.  He  was  unwilling  to  see  the  educa- 
tion system  touched  to  any  material  extent. 
He  did  not  say  that  there  could  be  no  savings 
effected,  because  he  believed  that  there  might 
be  in  some  of  the  higher  salaries,  and  in  the 
lednction  of  the  number  of  Inspectors,  who, 
moreover,  should  be  mode  to  change  districts 
occasionally.  Referring  to  Otago,  he  knew  that 
there  were  three  Inspectors  employed  there; 
and  he  believed  that  they  might  very  well  take 
Southland  as  well  as  Otago.  But,  beyond  that, 
be  did  not  think  there  could  be  many  changes, 
and  he  was  quite  against  any  interference  with 
the  standards  and  the  school-age,  or  the  altera- 
tion of  the  system  of  averages  now  in  force. 
He  had  explained  his  views  regarding  these 
points  very  fully  during  the  election,  and  had 
told  his  constituents  that  the  people  would 
be  very  foolish  if  they  permitted  any  change 
in  the  education  system :  it  was  about  the  only 
thing  that  the  bulk  of  the  people  got  for  the 
money  they  contributed  towards  meeting  the 
expenditure  of  the  colony.  His  opponent  hod 
expressed  approval  of  laising  the  school-age 
to  six  years,  and  had  said  that  he  would 
out  dovm  unnecessary  expenditure  where  he 
could,  pointing  to  those  things  which  the 
Government  hod  now  proposed.  The  result 
was  that  he  (Mr.  Duncan)  had  been  returned. 
With  regard  to  the  normal  schools,  that  was 
one  part  of  the  system  that  should  not  be 
touched,  and  he  would  tell  the  House  why. 
In  his  early  days,  in  the  North  of  Ireland,  the 
young  teachers  went  to  a  training-college  in 
Dublin,  and  they  went  under  a  system  that 
might  be  very  well  followed  in  this  country. 
Slvery  teacher  commenced  as  a  pupil- teacher, 
and  when  he  had  got  to  that  stage  of  efficiency 
that  he  could  take  charge  of  a  school  he  was 
given  a  small  school,  but  he  was  allowed  every 
year  three  months  free  to  go  to  Dublin.  A 
man  was  put  in  his  place  ;  and  ho  was  allowed 
three  months'  free  education  at  Dublin  College, 
and  if  he  passed  the  necessary  standards 
ihere  he  could  go  again  for  a  fourth  year.  He 
thought  that  was  a  plan  which  might  very 
well  be  followed  here.  Three  months'  tuition 
at  the  normal  school  would  give  pupil-teachers 
a  grasp  of  the  subject  which  they  could  not 
Mr.  Duncan 


get  otherwise,  and  make  them  moie  efficient 

teachers. 

Mr.  FISHER  said  experience  had  not  proved 
that  they  were  the  best  teachen. 

Mr.  DUNCAN  said  his  experience  was  differ- 
ent. In  his  district  they  nad  had  teachers 
from  the  normal  school,  and  they  had  proved 
most  excellent ;  but  he  believed  practical  train- 
ing in  the  schools  in  the  art  of  teaching  and 
normal-school  tuition  were  both  required,  and 
that  then  they  would  get  the  best  teachers.  The 
best  teachers  were  not  the  M.A.s,  but  men  who 
bad  a  grasp  of  hnman  nature,  who  could  con- 
duct a  school  mildly,  intelligently,  and  strictly, 
without  harshness.  If  the  normal  schools 
were  done  away  with  the  clever  youths  of  our 
poorer  classes  would  be  crowded  out  from 
becoming  teachers,  because  they  were  not  in 
the  same  position  as  the  rich  to  obtain  out- 
side tuition;  and  the  schools  of  the  colony 
would  be  the  losers.  With  the  exceptions  he 
had  mentioned,  ho  could  not  conscientiously 
support  the  proposals.  Of  course,  all  unneces- 
sary expenditure  should  be  done  away  with; 
and  he  hod  no  doubt  there  was  such  expendi- 
ture. He  hoped  the  present  Minister  of  Edu- 
cation would  find  these  things  out  during  the 
recesa,  and  come  down  with  a  comprehensive 
measure  next  session.  It  would  be  far  better 
to  do  that,  to  remodel  the  whole  Kducation 
Act,  than  to  bring  proposals  down  in  the  form 
of  resolutions  at  this  late  period  of  the  session. 
However,  since  economy  was  the  order  of  the 
order  of  the  day,  he  would  not  be  against  the 
4s.  being  taken  off  the  capitation-grant,  to  see 
if  it  could  not  bo  done  without,  as  no  great 
injury  could  be  done  by  taking  that  away  for  a 
year  or  two,  at  any  rate. 

Mr.  TANNER  said  it  was  evidently  the  in- 
tention of  members  to  discuss  the  whole  of  the 
questions  mentioned  by  the  Minister  of  Educa- 
tion. Some  honourable  gentlemen  opposite 
who  had  spoken  hod  said  that  this  subject 
should  not  have  been  brought  on  at  this 
late  period  of  the  session :  but  much  valu- 
able time  had  been  wasted  in  useless  party 
discussions,  instead  of  being  occupied  with 
the  consideration  of  the  great  question  sub- 
mitted by  the  Ministry ;  and  for  this  he 
did  not  think  the  Ministers  were  to  blame. 
When  he  heard  the  honourable  member  for 
Dunedin  Central  he  could  not  help  thinking 
that  he  must  be  a  bachelor,  for  he  showed  such 
a  want  of  knowledge  of  the  habits  of  children. 
That  honourable  gentleman  seemed  to  think 
that  of  necessity  if  children  were  not  at  school 
they  were  in  the  gutters.  He  ventured  to  think 
that  parents  would  resent  such  an  imputation. 
The  children  in  New  Zealand  were  well  con- 
ducted, and  when  not  at  school  were  by  no 
means  necessarily  in  the  gutters  or  in  mischief. 
In  proof  of  this,  he  would  ask  honourable  mem- 
bers to  look  at  children  during  the  vacations, 
when  there  were  no  schools  open.  If  they  went 
along  the  streets  during  the  holidays  they 
would  not  find  the  children  in  the  gutters, 
but  would  find  them  behaving  respectably  and 
quietly.  The  argument  he  hod  made  use  of 
was  certainly  drawn  not  from  facts,  but  from 
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imagination.  When  he  heaid  the  honoarable 
mezaber  for  Kumara  descanting  upon  the 
merits  of  the  children  on  the  West  Coast  he 
conld  not  help  thinking  that  they  must  be 
veiy  precocious  there — perhaps  living  where 
there  waa  a  great  deal  of  moisture  caused 
them  to  spring  up  more  rapidly  ;  but,  still,  he 
thought  that  the  children  who  had  been  heard 
singing  their  little  ditties  must  have  been  be- 
tween six  and  seven  years  of  age,  and  not 
between  five  and  six. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— No. 

Mt.  TANNEB  said  of  course  he  would  accept 
that  statement ;  but  the  children  in  that  part 
of  the  colony  must  be  very  precocious.  He 
would  like  to  have  brought  on  the  floor  of  the 
House  a  child  who  was  between  the  ages  of  Ave 
and  six  to  show  what  infants  such  children 
were.  He  had  found  one  of  that  age ;  but  its 
mother  would  not  let  it  out  on  exhibition.  He 
asked  the  child's  mother  if  it  had  learnt  its 
A,  B,  C,  and  she  replied  that  she  thought  the 
child  should  not  begin  to  learn  even  its  A,  B,  G 
before  it  was  six  years  old.  The  honourable 
member  for  Napier  had  said  that  the  question 
of  the  school-age  would  not  afiect  the  country 
schools  so  much,  but  only  the  town  schools — 
with  which  he  (Mr.  Tanner)  agreed.  In  his 
own  district,  he  might  say  there  were  a  large 
nnmber  of  country  schools,  but  only  one  of 
them  would  be  afiected  by  the  alteration  of 
the  school-age  ;  for  the  families  whose  children 
attended  the  other  schools  were  so  scattered 
that  children  between  the  ages  of  five  and  six 
could  not  attend  the  schools.  But  thev  might 
put  that  question  on  one  side,  for  they  had  the 
assorance  of  the  Minister  of  Education  that 
the  raising  of  the  school-age  should  not  inter- 
fere with  any  of  the  country  schools.  He  re- 
garded the  raising  of  the  school-ago  to  six  as 
proper,  and  the  saving  that  would  be  effected 
by  it  as  a  genuine  saving,  and  in  that  respect 
different  from  the  savings  subsequently  pro- 
posed. The  school-age,  he  believed,  should 
nave  been  raised  to  seven.  There  were  twenty 
thousand  children  between  the  ages  of  five  and 
seven  years  receiving  education  at  the  pre- 
sent time,  and  it  would  have  meant  a  sav- 
ing of  £80,000.  That  was  a  direction  where 
the  saving  would  have  been  real.  Then, 
again,  he  thought  the  secondary  -  education 
reserves  ought  to  be  taken  and  used  for  the 
purposes  of  primary  education.  He  would 
begin  with  the  Auckland  Girls'  High  School 
reserve.  That  reserve  was  originally  dedicated 
to  primary  education,  and  was  then  taken  for 
secondary  education ;  and  so  he  would  like  to 
make  a  beginning  with  it.  He  would  like  to 
see  an  Act  brought  in  next  session  handing  it 
back  to  the  purpose  for  which  it  was  originally 
dedicated.  Excepting  by  way  of  scholarships — 
and  scholarships  were  paid  for  out  of  primary- 
school  funds — the  children  of  the  poorer  classes 
conld  get  no  advantage  from  these  secondary 
schools.  Parents  were  required  to  pay  fees 
amounting  to  £9  a  year  at  these  schools ;  the 
poorer  classes  could  not  do  that,  and  therefore 
the  secondary  schools  were  not  available  for 
them.    For  this  reason  the  reserves  should  be 


taken  away  from  the  secondary  schools  and 
handed  over  for  the  benefit  of  the  primary- 
school  system.  He  did  not  think  the  capita- 
tion should  be  reduced  by  4s.,  as  proposed,  but 
that  the  saving  should  be  effected  by  raising  the 
school-age.  The  average  age  of  children  who 
passed  the  First  Standard  was  very  nearly  nine 
years ;  and,  as  he  was  convinced  that  if  they 
went  to  school  at  seven  tliey  would  be  able  to 
pass  the  First  Standard  at  nine,  he  thought  the 
saving  should  bo  made  by  raising  the  school- 
age;  but  the  reuuction  of  the  capitation-grant 
by  £26,000  seemed  to  him  to  be  in  the  wrong 
direction,  and  likely  to  injure  the  system. 
Many  who  hod  spoken  in  favour  of  the  pro- 
posed reduction  of  the  capitation  had  said  that, 
above  all  things,  the  primary-school  system 
should  be  supported  in  its  efficiency;  but 
the  reduction  of  the  capitation-grant  would 
certainly  go  in  the  opposite  direction.  The 
complaint  throughout  the  whole  country  was 
want  of  funds ;  and  even  in  Hawke's  Bay, 
where  things  were  so  well  managed,  when  ap- 
plications were  sent  down  to  the  Board  for  more 
accommodation  or  appliances  the  answer  had 
to  be,  "  No  funds ; "  and  yet  it  was  proposed 
to  reduce  the  vote  still  further,  and  that  in 
face  of  the  fact  that  the  population  of  the 
colony  wai!  increasing  I  There  were  twenty 
thousand  children  who  were  receiving  no  edu- 
cation at  the  present  time,  and  the  School  Com- 
mittees could  not  put  the  compulsory  clauses 
into  force,  because  they  had  no  accommoda- 
tion ;  and  yet  honourable  members  spoke  in 
favour  of  reducing  the  means  of  affording 
accommodation  I  He  hoped  honourable  mem- 
bers would  pause  before  they  voted  for  that. 
In  order  to  test  the  question,  he  would  move, 
when  the  proper  time  came,  that  the  vote  be 
reduced  by  £5,  and  would  press  it  to  a  division. 
There  were  some  honourable  members  who 
said  that  they  desired  to  see  assistance  given 
to  that  section  of  the  community  who  carried 
on  education  at  their  own  expense.  He  would 
ask  how  they  proposed  to  give  that  assistance. 
By  reducing  the  capitation  -  allowance  ?  If 
assistance  was  to  be  given  to  that  section  of 
the  community,  the  only  way  to  do  it  was  to 
make  a  saving  on  the  general  system  by 
raising  the  school-age  to  seven,  which  would 
effect  a  saving  of  £80,000,  and  by  appropriat- 
ing the  secondary-education  reserves,  which 
would  give  another  £20,000 ;  and  then  those 
claims  could  be  met  without  increased  expen- 
diture. One  word  with  regard  to  Education 
Boards.  Ho  was  one  of  those  who  thought  that 
a  saving  would  be  made  by  abolishing  these 
Boards,  and  that  if  the  business  were  left  in  the 
hands  of  the  Inspectors  and  Schoal  Committees 
the  work  would  be  better  done.  There  was  no 
doubt  that  a  great  many  Education  Boards  had 
gone  to  great  expense  in  their  management, 
and  the  fact  that  the  Hawke's  Bay  Board 
had  managed  well  was  no  test  of  the  general 
management.  The  honourable  member  for 
Napier,  who  was  Chairman  of  that  Board,  was 
a  prudent  man  and  a  good  administrator,  and 
it  had  been  mainly  through  his  management 
that  there  had  been  no  extravagance.    It  had 
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been  just  the  same  when  that  honourable  mem- 
ber was  Superintendent  of  Hawke's  Bay,  and 
that  was  almost  the  only  province  which,  on 
the  abolition  of  the  provinces,  showed  a  credit 
balance.  He  believed  that  savings  could  be 
made  without  cutting  down  the  salaries  of  the 
teachers,  and  he  agreed  with  the  honourable 
member  for  Napier  Uiat  the  best  plan  would  be 
to  have  a  scale  of  salaries  which  would  not  be 
subject  to  any  change.  That  would  be  the  only 
way  to  get  efficient  teachers,  because  those  who 
undertook  the  education  of  children  would 
know  that  they  would  receive  such  an  allow- 
ance as  would  warrant  them  in  going  to  some 
expense  in  their  own  education.  With  regard 
to  the  Seventh  Standard,  which  meant  that 
those  who  bod  passed  the  Sixth  Standard  might 
remain  at  the  schools  afterwajds,  he  thought 
they  should  be  able  to  do  so  if  their  parents 
could  spare  theui.  Fourteen  was  the  average 
age  for  passing  the  Sixth  Standard,  and  the 
school-age  terminated  at  fifteen ;  and  he  did  not 
think  it  would  be  wise  to  drive  these  children 
away  as  long  as  their  parents  could  allow  them 
to  stay. 

Mr.  J.  HcKENZIE  thought  that  most  of 
the  arguments  of  the  honourable  gentleman 
who  had  just  sat  down  were  scarcely  worth 
answering;  but  there  were  one  or  two  points 
jie  would  like- to  touch  upon.  The  honourable 
gentleman  first  of  all  deprecated  the  waste  of 
time  there  bad  been  this  session,  and  blamed  the 
Opposition  for  that  waste :  but  that  was  scarcely 
fair.  If  they  considered  what  had  caused  this 
subject  to  bo  kept  so  far  back  they  could  not 
help  seeing  that  it  was  caused  very  much  by 
the  Government  side  of  the  House.  The  House 
was  here  for  seven  or  eight  weeks  before  it  got 
the  Government  policy.  He  did  not  say  that 
the  Government  were  to  blame  for  that,  be- 
cause they  had  a  great  deal  to  do  before  they 
could  bring  down  their  Bills,  particularly  as  so 
many  of  them  had  to  bo  so  constructed  that 
they  would  meet  the  wishe?  of  the  Government 
supporters.  Then,  again,  the  House  was  asked 
to  do  in  two  months  work  that  ought  to 
occupy  Parliament  for  at  least  six  months  ;  and 
that  was  the  reason  why,  at  tho  last  moment, 
honourable  members  were  called  upon  to  dis- 
cuss such  large  questions  as  that  of  education 
without  time  for  proper  consideration.  The 
honourable  gentleman  said  it  would  be  a  right 
thing  to  increase  the  school-sgo  to  seven,  and 
that  a  saving  of  £60,000  would  bo  made  by  that. 
That  would  bo  a  very  bad  way  to  save  money. 
Ko  doubt  it  might  suit  the  honourable  gentle- 
man and  some  others  to  reduce  the  taxation  by 
£80,000 ;  but  the  people  of  the  colony  would  not 
have  that  justice  done  to  them  to  which  they 
were  entitled  if  the  school-age  were  raised.  It 
would  mean  that  the  children  of  poor  people 
— who  had  to  leave  school  at  ten  years  of 
age  to  help  to  support  their  families — could 
not  get  proper  education,  and  would  in  many 
cases  only  be  able  to  pass  the  Third  Standard. 
Then,  the  honourable  gentleman  referred  to 
the  Education  Boards;  but  his  knowledge  of 
Education  Boards  must  be  confined  to  that  of 
Hawke's  Bay,  which  no  doubt  the  honourable 
Mr.  Tanner 


gentleman  thought  perfect.  However,  it  was 
not  necessary  to  follow  tho  honourable  gentle- 
man further.  Coming  to  the  real  question  at 
issue,  he  believed  that  the  proposals  of  the  Go- 
vernment would  seriously  affect  the  edncation 
system  of  the  colony;  and,  if  there  was  any 
question  on  which  the  people  at  the  last 
elections  gave  a  decided  voice,  it  was  on  the 
question  that  the  system  of  education  should 
not  be  seriously  interfered  with.  It  was  a  pity 
that  the  House  had  not  a  better  opportunity  of 
expressing  its  opinion  on  this  question,  and  he 
thought  that  the  Minister  of  Education  should 
have  brought  distinct  resolutions  before  tho 
House,  and  not  brought  on  the  discussion  on  a 
question  of  money.  He  could  then  have  tested 
the  opinion  of  the  House  on  each  subject 
separately.  A  large  number  of  honourable 
members  objected  to  a  reduction  in  the  vote, 
and  yet  they  were  asked  to  vote  for  a  reduc- 
tion in  order  to  enable  the  proposals  to  be 
carried  out.  He  was  sorry  that  the  Govern- 
ment had  not  seen  their  way  to  leave  the 
question  over  till  next  session,  with  the  excep- 
tion of  the  capitation-allowance.  They  might 
have  asked  the  House  to  express  an  opinion 
on  that  point,  and  that  would  have  com- 
pelled the  Education  Boajds  to  review  tlieir 
expenses  and  the  salaries  they  paid  to  theiz 
teachers;  and  then  tho  House  would  be  in  a 
far  better  position  next  year  to  deal  with  the 
whole  subject.  He  believed  they  could  make 
a  large  saving  in  tho  education  expenditure 
without  doing  any  injury  to  it,  and  he  would 
be  prepared  to  vote  for  the  reduction  of  the 
capitation-allowance.  Coming  to  the  question 
of  raising  the  school-age,  he  might  say  that 
he  was  opposed  to  that,  because  he  thought 
it  would  do  a  great  injury  to  country  schools. 
He  was  surprised  to  hear  some  honourable 
members  talk  on  this  subject.  It  appeared 
to  him  that  they  did  not  understand  it.  With 
regard  to  raising  tho  school-age,  it  would  mean 
that  the  Boards  would  be  unable  to  derive  the 
surplus  funds  which  they  now  obtained  from 
the  large  town  schools  to  assist  country  schools, 
and  that  the  country  schools  must  suffer  to  a 
very  large  extent.  He  did  not  know  anything 
which  induced  people  to  go  into  the  country 
and  settle  upon  the  jland  more  than  the  fact 
that  they  were  aware  that,  as  soon  as  a  num- 
ber of  children  were  in  the  district,  schools 
would  be  established;  but  if  they  interfered 
with  country  schools  they  would  put  an  end 
to  this  inducement.  Of  course  the  Minister 
had  told  the  House  that  he  would  take  core 
that  no  school  was  closed  in  the  country  by 
reason  of  this  reduction.  That  might  be  right 
enough  so  far  as  existing  schools  were  con- 
cerned, but  when  they  came  to  consider  the 
establishment  of  new  schools  it  must  seriously 
interfere  with  them.  Then,  as  to  the  normal 
schools,  it  would  bo  a  serious  matter  to  do 
away  with  them.  Any  one  who  knew  any- 
thing of  the  subject  must  have  come  to  the 
conclusion  that  a  large  number  of  the  present 
teachers  could  not  possibly  have  been  trained 
but  for  the  normal  Schools.  What  was  tho  fact 
when  the  system  was  first  established?    We 
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were  unable  to  get  teachers  until  suoh  time 
«s  they  had  been  tiained  in  the  normal 
schools,  unless  they  were  obtained  from  Vic- 
toria, whenco  the  principal  supply  came ;  and 
it  would  be  a  poor  thing  to  again  have  to 
depend  on  Victoria. 

Mr.  FISHEB.— How  does  Victoria  train  her 
teachers? 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE  said  they  were  trained 
there  in  the  same  way  as  they  were  trained 
here.  There  were  823  students  trained  in  the 
Kormal  School,  Dunedin,  from  its  establishment 
up  to  the  end  of  1886 ;  of  whom  no  less  than 
227  remained  as  teachers  in  the  employ  of  the 
colony,  and  the  rest  bad  done  good  service  to 
the  colony  before  they  left  the  service.  That 
was  clear  proof  that  the  system  had  been  a  good 
one.  There  were  now  sixty-seven  students  in 
the  Normal  School  at  Dunedia,  and  about  a 
hundred  and  fifty  pupil-teachers,  with  whom 
they  could  not  cany  out  their  engagements 
unless  they  kept  up  the  Normal  School.  If  the 
Government  reduced  the  vote  they  coold  not 
keep  their  engagements  with  the  pupil-teachers 
and  students.  He  thought  it  was  a  very  bad 
thing  to  force  the  Education  Board  to  close 
their  normal  schools.  He  was  told  they  could 
aid  those  pupils  by  giving  them  scholarships 
— by  teaching  them  in  the  college ;  but  in  the 
college  they  would  have  no  chance  of  being 
trained  for  teaching.  No  doubt  they  wonld  get 
a  very  good  education  in  the  college  and  be 
able  to  pass  a  degree  —  they  might  come  out 
with  high  qualifications  from  a  degree  point  of 
view,  but  they  would  be  utterly  ignorant  of  how 
to  teach  children.  He  hoped  the  Comnuttee 
would  seriously  consider  the  subject  before  they 
did  away  with  the  normal  schools.  This  reduc- 
tion meant  a  reduction  to  the  Otago  Board 
of  £14,000  a  year.  A  committee  of  that 
Board  considered  how  far  they  could  retrench 
without  seriously  interfering  with  the  system, 
and  their  proposition  would  be  to  reduce  the 
expenditure  by  £7,000.  The  proposition  of  the 
Government  now  was  to  reduce  it  by  £14,000. 
This  reduction,  if  carried  out,  would  very  seri- 
ously interiere  with  the  education  system  in 
that  part  of  the  country.  As  far  as  raising  the 
school-age  was  concerned,  and  doing  away  with 
the  normal  schools,  he  would  oppose  the  pro- 
posals of  the  Government,  believing  that  those 
proposals  would  injure  the  education  system. 

Mr.  McGregor  had  supported  the  Govern- 
ment up  to  this  particular  question ;  but  now 
he  said,  "  Hold  I  enough."  The  extraordinary 
proposals  of  the  Government  were  to  him  quite 
staggering.  The  idea  of  at  once  cutting  of! 
£60,000  from  the  education  vote,  and  still  carry- 
ing on  an  extravagant  expenditure  in  connec- 
tion with  defence  and  Native  matters,  was 
something  which  the  people  in  his  part  of 
the  country  could  not  possibly  understand. 
Another  matter  which  struck  him  was  that  the 
Minister  came  down  with  a  proposal,  and 
was  not  prepared  to  state  what  would  be 
the  effect  of  it.  They  were  aware  that  the 
number  of  children  at  the  public  schools  be- 
tween the  ages  of  five  and  seven  was  21,054.  It 
was,  of  course,  a  question  which  was  open  to 


debate  how  many  of  these  were  between  five 
and  six.  They  had  no  statistics  to  guide  them 
on  that  part  of  the  subject.  He  had  before  him 
the  last  report  of  the  Victorian  Government, 
which  he  believed  was  the  most  reliable  in  the 
colonies,  and  one  that  was  looked  up  not  only 
in  the  colonies,  but  by  the  educational  autho- 
rities at  Home.  There  were  no  less  than  2,809 
children  at  the  public  schools  of  Victoria  be- 
tween the  ages  of  three  and  four ;  9,708 
between  the  ages  of  four  and  five ;  and  16,428 
between  the  ages  of  five  and  six, — clearly 
giving  an  indication  that  in  that  Australian 
colony  in  which  probably  education  was  best 
mantled  they  adhered  to  the  idea  of  sending 
children  to  school  at  a  much  earlier  age  than 
was  here  proposed.  The  educational  system 
of  Victoria  was  conducted  by  the  Minister, 
who  had  a  seat  in  Parliament,  and  was  sup- 
ported by  a  secretary  and  staff.  There  wore 
no  buffers  like  the  Boards  of  Education  in  this 
country,  which,  in  his  opinion,  was  one  great 
fault  in  our  system,  because  these  Boards  were 
frequently  the  cause  of  deadlocks  and  trouble. 
The  opinions  of  Dr.  Brown  and  others,  who 
were  supposed  to  bo  experts,  as  to  the  in- 
advisablcness  or  otherwise  of  sending  children 
to  school  when  they  were  five  years  old  differed 
very  much  on  this  particular  question.  Almost 
every  member  of  that  House  was  returned 
pledged,  directly  or  indirectly,  to  support  the 
present  educational  system.  He  was  thoroughly 
and  distinctly  of  opinion  that  the  school- 
age  ought  to  be  kept  exactly  as  it  was ;  and 
he  was  also  in  favour  of  children  being  sent 
to  school  at  an  early  age,  so  that  they  might 
undergo  a  certain  amount  of  discipline,  and  be 
under  control  when  they  got  elder,  and  thus  be 
more  apt  to  profit  by  the  system  of  education 
that  was  provided  for  them  in  the  public  schools. 
The  passing  through  the  schools  of  the  elder 
children  of  a  family  at  an  early  age  would  often 
enable  the  younger  ones  to  go  to  school  earlier 
than  they  otherwise  would,  because  in  some 
cases  it  vras  necessary  to  keep  one  or  two  at 
home.  He  was  sure  the  Minister  could  not 
have  thoroughly  thought  out  the  whole  ques- 
tion, and  it  would  be  a  very  advisable  thing  for 
him  to  hold  his  hand  now,  and  to  devoto  his 
time  and  energies  daring  the  recess — to  which 
Ministers  had  now  become  so  fond  of  allud- 
ing —  to  thoroughly  weighing,  considering, 
and  inquiring  into  the  whole  question.  The 
honourable  gentleman  should  tliink  the  whole 
thing  thoroughly  out,  and  in  the  meantime 
let  the  whole  matter  remain  in  abeyance. 
They  knew  that  the  honourable  gentleman 
believed  in  good  education  —  they  had  proof 
of  it  in  the  classical  quotations  with  which  he 
delighted  the  House,  and  which  showed  that 
the  honourable  gentleman  sympathized  with 
all  that  was  great  and  noble  in  the  matter 
of  education.  That  being  so,  the  honourable 
gentleman  should  during  the  recess  devote 
all  his  leisure  to  education.  Though  great  in 
higher  education  and  classics,  the  honourable 
gentleman  was  rather  weak  in  his  decimals,  as 
was  shown  that  day,  when  he  referred  to  child- 
ren being,  on  aa  average,  nearly  nine  before 
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they  passed  the  Fiist  Standard,  whereas  it 
was  really  only  eight  and  a  small  decimal.  As 
bearing  on  the  question  of  expelling  the  child- 
ren from  the  schools  as  soon  as  they  had  passed 
the  Sixth  Standard,  no  matter  what  age  they 
were,  he  might  mention  that  he  had  that  day 
received  a  telegram  saying  a  girl  of  his  own, 
aged  twelve  years  and  a  half,  had  passed  the 
Sixth  Standard  with  high  honours,  and  under 
this  proposal  she  would  be  compelled  to  leave 
the  school,  however  much  it  might  be  desired 
she  should  stay  on.  As  to  making  the  reduc- 
tion of  4b.  in  the  capitation,  that  was  a  matter 
for  fair  consideration  and  argument;  but  be 
thought  the  whole  Bubject  should  be  left  till 
next  session.  With  that  delicious  vagueness 
of  which  he  won  so  consummate  a  master,  the 
Premier  had  said  in  the  Financial  Statement 
that  the  proposals  of  the  Government  would 
not  involve  the  closing  of  any  country  schools. 
What  did  that  really  mean?  Were  all  the 
small  country  schools  to  be  made  dame  schools 
at  £25  a  year  ? 

Mr.  FISHEK.— No,  no. 

Mr.  McGREGOB  said  he  should  like  to 
know  distinctly  what  it  did  mean  before  giving 
his  vote.  He  should  like  to  see  nothing  at  all 
done  this  session,  but  that  next  session  they 
should  give  the  subject  exhaustive  considera- 
tion, and  then  adopt  the  Victorian  system.  In 
a  country  like  this,  where  the  institutions  were 
democratic,  it  was  the  duty  of  every  citizen  to 
see  that  his  children  were  properly  educated. 
They  might  well  consider  the  benefit  of  the  sys- 
tem they  had  in  this  countiy.  Scotland  was 
one  of  the  poorest  countries  in  the  world,  but 
a  country  in  the  front  rank  as  to  education. 
There  they  had  a  system  of  bursaries  or 
scholarships  which  drew  out  the  cleverest 
children  in  an  admirable  manner,  and  gave 
them  a  imiversity  education  at  no  cost  to  their 
parents.  That,  he  thought,  was  the  most  per- 
fect and  cheapest  higher-education  system  de- 
visable. As  the  twig  was  bent  so  did  the  tree 
incline,  and  ho  believed  in  children  beginning 
to  attend  school  young,  and  was  against  the 
proposal  of  the  Government  to  raise  the  school- 
age.  He  should  be  compelled  to  vote  against 
their  other  educational  proposals. 

Dr.  NEWMAN  said  he  was  very  much  sur- 
prised when  ho  found  it  stated  in  the  Financial 
Statement  that  the  education  estimates  were 
to  be  reduced  by  £61,000,  because  he  had  been 
carefully  through  the  expenditure,  and  failed 
to  see  how  that  could  be  done  without  seriously 
interfering  with  the  salaries  of  teachers  and 
with  the  efficiency  of  education.  Ho  was  still 
more  astonished  when  the  Minister  came  down 
and  said  he  would  reduce  the  vote  by  £65,000. 
He  was  satisfied  that,  if  the  reductions  were 
made  as  proposed,  no  Education  Board  would 
be  able  to  carry  on  without  incurring  an  over- 
draft or  taxing  the  school-teachers'  salaries  in 
all  directions.  He  was  prepared  to  vote  for  a 
large  reduction  of  the  education  vote,  because 
he  believed  it  was  absolutely  necessary  ;  but 
to  take  £65,000  ofi  one  vote  at  one  fell  swoop 
was  too  much  and  too  serious.  If  the  Minister 
would  kindly  look  at  the  items  that  made  up 
Mr.  McGregor 


the  £381,000  he  would  see  that  there  was 
plenty  of  room  for  retrenchment.  He  could 
take  £2,000  oS  the  library  vote ;  £2,700  off  the 
higher-education  vote,  which  would  be  a  great 
saving  to  the  colony 

Mr.  FISHEB.— Take  the  Wellington  por- 
tion? 

Dr.  NEWMAN.— Certainly;  take  it  along 
with  the  rest.  He  did  not  wish  to  see  the  Wel- 
lington College  exceptionally  treated.  The  vote 
for  higher  education  in  this  colony  was  an 
enormously  large  one.  Then,  there  was  the  col- 
lege for  deaf-mutes — there  was  gross  extrava- 
gance in  connection  with  that.  There  were 
in  the  college  from  thirty-seven  to  forty  pupils, 
and  they  cost  £3,250,  or  upwards  of  £80  per 
pupil.  That  seemed  to  be  extravagant.  Then, 
if  the  Minister  wished  for  reform,  there  was  the 
Native  Schools  Department,  where  there  was 
a  very  large  expenditure.  To  go  bock  to  the 
reforms  proposed  by  the  Minister,  he  thought 
it  was  wise  to  raise  the  school-age  to  six  years. 
To  keep  the  ohildron  under  six  years  out  of  the 
schools  was  a  fair  and  wise  proposal.  If  the 
Boards  wore  dealt  with  in  the  ruthless  fashion 
proposed,  within  six  months  every  Board  in  the 
colony  would  be  unable  to  carry  on  for  want  ci 
funds.  Ho  would  urge  upon  the  Minister  to 
adhere  to  the  agreement  which  he  had  accepted 
in  the  earlier  part  of  the  day.  It  was  said  that 
the  young  children  were  taught  in  the  kinder- 
garten fashion,  and  that  the  kindergarten 
children  were  taught  for  £1  10s.  a  head ;  but 
he  would  call  attention  to  the  fact  that  the 
children  in  the  infant  departments  of  the 
Wellington  schools  were  taught  at  £1  10s.  per 
head,  and  that  the  difference  between  that  and 
the  capitation  went  to  moke  up  for  the  cost  of 
the  higher-standard  education.  If  they  took  it 
from  the  lower  they  must  \ml  it  on  the  higher 
education.  With  regard  to  the  abolition  of  the 
normal  schools,  he  might  say  the  Wellington 
Board  hod  zealously  tried  to  do  its  best 
with  the  Normal  School ;  but  there  was  no 
doubt  that  these  four  schools  were  not  wanted, 
and  that  if  they  tried  they  could  train  their 
pupil-teachers  at  very  much  less  cost.  He 
would,  however,  like  to  see  this  vote  kept  on 
for  one  season  longer.  Ho  would  tell  the 
Minister  how  he  might  retrench,  in  addition  to 
the  items  be  had  already  mentioned.  He 
might  abolish  some  of  the  Education  Boards. 
There  was  no  doubt  that,  with  the  means  of 
communication  that  now  existed,  some  of  the 
Boards — half  the  Boards — could  be  done  with- 
out and  half  their  cost  saved ;  though  he  did 
not  think  that  if  they  did  away  with  all  the 
Ccards  the  saving  would  be  so  great  as  some 
honourable  members  seemed  to  imagine,  be- 
cause in  that  case  the  expenditure  of  the 
central  department  would  have  to  be  in- 
creased. The  districts  should  be  amalgamated. 
Then,  the  Minister  might,  with  the  aid  of 
experts,  revise  the  syllabus,  and  in  that  way 
make  the  school  lives  of  children  shorter,  and 
thus  save  a  good  deal  of  money,  for  there  were 
a  good  many  things  that  might  with  advantage 
be  left  out  of  the  ourrioulum.  The  proposi- 
tions of  the  Government  were  ruthless  and 
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sweeping ;  and,  though  he  would  approve  of  the 
others  if  the  school-age  were  retained,  if  the 
proposal  affecting  that  question  were  carried 
he  should  feel  bound  to  vote  against  all  the 
other  proposals.  He  spoke  from  a  thorough 
knowleidge  of  the  question  when  he  said  that 
he  was  sure  the  Boards  would  not  be  able  to 
oarty  on  if  these  sweeping  reductions  were 
made. 

Mr.  O'OALLAGHAN  would  not  keep  the 
Committee  long,  particularly  as  most  of  his 
views  had  been  so  well  expressed  by  the  honour- 
able members  for  Linwood  and  Dunedin  Cen- 
tral :  in  fact,  perhaps  the  most  effective  speech 
he  could  make  would  be  to  quote  those  gentle- 
men and  say  he  indorsed  their  opinions.  He 
also  approved  of  the  suggestion  of  the  honour- 
able member  for  Thomdon  for  the  amalgama- 
tion of  education  districts.  There  were  also 
one  or  two  other  points  he  wished  to  take 
notice  of.  The  Minister  had,  he  thought,  some- 
what disingenuously  quoted  one  particular 
Board  in  New  Zealand,  the  name  of  which  he 
had  declined  to  give,  which  he  said  had  this 
year  a  balance  of  over  £9,000.  Any  person  who 
heard  that  statement  would  naturally  suppose 
that  that  Board  had  saved  within  the  financial 
year  a  sum  of  over  £9,000.  If  the  honourable 
gentleman  had  looked  at  the  figures  he  would 
have  known  that  the  Board  he  referred  to — the 
Korth  Canterbury  Board — had  commenced  the 
year  with  a  balance  of  somewhere  about  £9,000, 
and  that  the  actual  expenditure  within  the 
year  had  taken  up  the  whole  of  the  receipts. 
Snrely  it  was  not  right  for  the  honourable 
gentleman  to  make  that  statement ;  for  it  was 
misleading  the  Committee.  He  would  not 
give  way  to  the  honourable  gentleman,  as  he 
had  been  waiting  to  speak  all  the  evening. 
He  had  been  greatly  struck  with  the  statement 
the  honourable  gentleman  had  made,  for  he 
knew  the  figures  perfectly  well.  In  1884  there 
was  a  balance  of  £9,062 ;  in  1885,  £9,741 ;  and 
in  1886,  £9,701.  Well,  it  must  be  seen  that  the 
statement  was  not  quite  fair,  and  it  must  have 
been  mode  in  order  to  give  the  Committee 
the  idea  that  certain  Boards  were  putting  by 
money. 

Mr.  FISHER.  — I  did  not  make  any  such 
statement. 

Mr.  O'CALLAGHAN  said  that  was  what  the 
Committee  must  have  decided  WEkS  the  object 
of  the  statement.  As  to  the  proposal  affecting 
the  normal  schools,  he  thought  the  Minister 
would  make  a  mistake  in  endeavouring  to  make 
such  a  sweeping  reduction.  He  (Mr.  O'Cal- 
laghan)  looked  upon  the  normal  schools  as  one 
of  the  most  important  parts  of  the  educational 
system.  It  was  not  because  the  Wellington 
Kormal  School  had  been  a  failure  that  it  was 
to  be  gathered  that  all  the  normal  schools  had 
been  failures,  for  certainly  that  was  not  the 
case  in  Otago  or  Canterbury.  In  Canterbury 
they  had  a  number  of  excellent  teachers  from 
the  normal  school,  and  the  effect  of  these 
teachers  passing  through  the  Training-College 
was  to  nujce  the  system  more  uniform  than  it 
would  be  otherwise.  Though  the  Wellington 
Noimal    School  had  failed,  yet  the  number 


of  teachers  in  the  State  schools  turned  out 
of  the  normal  schools  of  the  colony  was  very 
respectable,  the  number  being  no  smaller 
than  546  out  of  a  total  of  2,721.  That  proved 
that  the  system  wag  not  a  failure,  for  the 
schools  had  been  in  existence  only  about  ten 
or  twelve  years  in  the  South  and  seven  or  eight 
years  in  the  Korth  Island.  He  thought  it  far 
better  that  this  small  expenditure  of  £8,000 
should  go  on,  and  that  they  should  obtain 
really  well-trained  teachers,  than  that  they 
should  revert  to  the  old  system,  under  which 
every  man  who  had  a  smattering  of  education 
was  foisted  into  the  employment  of  the  Boards. 

Mr.  FISHEB  said  that,  as  the  honourable 
gentleman  had  not  had  the  grace  to  allow  him 
to  make  an  explanation,  he  wished  to  say  that 
he  had  not  referred  to  the  North  Canterbury 
Education  Board,  but  to  another  Board,  the 
credit  •  balance  of  which  was  £5,000,  not 
£9,000, 

Mr.  DODSON  thought  it  must  be  admitted 
that  this  discussion  had  been  rather  disap- 
pointing to  any  one  who  looked  to  the  House 
for  retrenchment.  Honourable  members  had 
come  pledged,  and  the  Ministry  had  taken 
office,  to  effect  retrenchment ;  but  on  no  ques- 
tion of  retrenchment  that  the  Ministry  had 
brought  before  the  House  had  they  been  suf- 
ficiently bsMiked  up  by  the  House.  In  no 
question  had  this  been  more  apparent  than 
in  the  present  one.  Throughout  the  discus- 
sion there  had  been  a  disinclination  to  do 
anything  in  the  way  of  retrenchment.  The 
Minister  of  Education  had  certainly  received 
no  encouragement  to  effect  retrenchment  at 
present,  or  to  consider  the  question  during  the 
recess.  The  question  of  the  school-age  had 
been  referred  to,  and  lie  might  say  that  ever 
since  he  had  had  a  seat  in  the  House  he 
had  always  contended  that  the  State  had  no 
right  to  pay  for  children  until  they  were  fit 
to  acquire  the  education  the  State  was  will- 
ing to  pay  for,  and  he  thought  the  age  of  six 
was  quite  early  enough  for  the  State  to  pay  for 
children.  Previous  to  that  they  wore  far  better 
at  home  with  their  mothers.  Any  one  going 
into  any  of  our  schools  would  see  these  little 
children  set  up  on  the  forms  like  dolls  on  a 
shelf,  and  just  about  as  usefully  employed. 
He  was  glad  the  Minister  was  going  to  give  the 
House  an  opportunity  of  recording  their  votes 
on  this  question,  and  he  would  certainly  re- 
cord his  veto  in  favour  of  the  age  being  raised 
to  six  years,  for  that  was  amply  early  for  the 
State  to  commence  paying  for  the  education 
of  a  child.  He  was  very  much  pleased  to  hear 
the  honourable  gentleman  admit  that  there 
was  one  section  of  the  community  which  had 
not  been  fairly  dealt  with,  and  ho  understood 
him  to  say  tUat  he  would  take  the  matter  into 
consideration,  and  see  what  he  could  recom- 
mend next  session.  That  section  had  not  re- 
ceived emything  approaching  justice,  and  had 
a  great  claim  upon  the  House ;  and  he  only  re- 
gretted that  so  little  reference  had  been  made 
to  it.  However,  now,  whenever  any  reference 
was  made  to  it,  member  after  member  echoed 
the  feeling  that  justice  had  not  been  done ;  and 
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that  gave  him  hope  that,  when  the  question  was 
fairly  discussed  next  session,  that  section  would 
receive  the  justice  due  to  it.  The  honourable 
member  for  Lincoln  said  that  onr  system  of 
education  was  one  that  we  ought  to  be  proud 
-of ;  but  he  (Sir.  Dodson)  could  not  be  proud  of  a 
system  which  shut  out  two-thirteenths  of  the 
population  from  sharing  in  the  benefit  of  the 
state  schools.  Indeed,  it  was  rather  a  scandal 
«n  this  free  country  that  we  should  so  manage 
our  schools  as  to  shut  out  so  large  a  number  of 
the  population  from  the  benefits  of  education, 
-while  at  the  same  time  we  paid  for  our  educa- 
tion out  of  funds  which  were  equally  contri- 
buted by  them.  Various  honourable  members 
had  referred  to  the  Education  Boards  in  their 
own  districts,  and  he  might  be  excused  for 
referring  to  the  Board  of  his  district,  which, 
although  it  was  one  of  the  smallest  districts  in 
the  colony,  would  set  an  example  to  some  of 
the  extravagant  Boards  which  they  would  do 
well  to  follow.  If  every  Education  Board  in 
the  colony  managed  its  afiairs  as  economi- 
oally  and  carefully  as  the  Marlborough  Board 
had  done  there  would  be  no  necessity  to  do 
away  with  them.  The  Marlborough  Board 
conducted  its  operations  for  some  £200  a  year  in 
salaries  and  advertisements,  and  it  maintained 
gome  thirty -three  schools,  with  1,200  pupils. 
And,  more  than  that,  the  work  done  by  the 
schools  would  compare  favourably  with  the 
work  done  by  any  others  in  the  colony.  Its 
pupils  were  first  or  second  in  the  various 
standards  in  which  they  could  be  compared 
with  others.  That  being  so,  it  was  a  great 
feather  in  their  caps  that  they  had  been  able 
to  manage  education  so  cheaply  and  well. 
The  honourable  member  forLinwood  had  made 
a  mofst  interesting  speech,  and  his  sentiments 
were  so  well  put  that  he  should  like  to  hear  the 
honourable  gentleman  speak  more  frequently 
than  he  did.  However,  he  must  take  issue  with 
the  honourable  member  on  one  or  two  points. 
TFhe  honourable  gentleman  said  that  parents 
were  the  best  judges  of  the  age  at  which  their 
ohildren  should  be  sent  to  school.  In  that  he 
entirely  differed  from  the  honourable  member, 
for  parents  were  only  too  anxious  to  press  on 
their  children  and  make  them  precocious,  and 
these  were  not  the  children  which  succeeded 
best  in  life  or  passed  through  the  higher  stan- 
dards most  rapidly.  Parents  were  not  the  best 
judges  in  this  respect,  for  they  always  thought 
their  own  children  were  fit  for  anything,  and 
it  was  well  that  other  people  should  form  an 
opinion  for  them.  It  was  urged  that  children 
should  be  sent  to  school  at  five  so  that  they 
might  be  able  to  pass  the  First  Standard  at 
nine ;  but,  in  his  opinion,  the  child  who  was 
sent  to  school  at  six  would  pass  the  standard 
sooner,  while  the  child  who  was  kept  at  school 
between  the  ages  of  five  and  six  was  much  more 
likely  to  have  an  injury  done  to  it  than  any 
good.  He  could  have  wished  that  the  Minis- 
ter had  given  more  particulars ;  but  he  thought 
each  heading  which  the  honourable  member 
had  mentioned  the  Committee  could  very  well 
agree  to  without  doing  any  injury  to  the  sys- 
tem of  education.  He  did  not,  himself,  believe 
Mr.  Dodson 


that  the  country  schools  would  be  injured 
if  the  school-age  were  raised  to  six,  for  very 
few  schools  would  be  closed  consequent  on 
that,  and  a  very  small  sum  would  compensate 
them  for  the  children  taken  away ;  and  ha 
supposed  that  was  the  idea  which  passed 
through  the  Minister's  mind  when  saying  that 
he  would  take  care  that  they  should  not  be 
injured.  He  did  not  think  the  colony  had  any 
right  to  pay  for  any  child  after  it  had  passed 
the  Sixth  Standard.  If  a  child  were  so  clever 
as  the  child  of  the  honourable  member  for 
Akajroa,  and  could  pass  that  standard  at  thir- 
teen years  of  ago,  of  course  there  should  bo 
facilities  for  its  going  on  to  acquire  higher  eda- 
cation,  for  which  it  was  so  eminently  fitted. 
But  did  any  one  imagine  that  the  honourable 
member  would  keep  his  child  from  school  be- 
cause the  State  would  not  pay  for  that  higher 
education  ?  Of  course  not ;  and  he  would  im- 
mediately send  it  to  a  higher  school ;  and  the 
only  difference  would  be  that  he  would  pay  for 
it — and  would  feel  a  pride  in  paying  for  it 
— instead  of  calling  on  the  State  to  pay.  If 
parents  could  not  aflord  to  pay  for  their  child- 
ren at  the  higher  schools — children  who  had 
shown  a  special  aptitude  by  passing  the  Sixth 
Standard  at  an  early  age — of  course  provision 
should  be  made  for  cases  of  that  kind.  He  did 
not  wish  to  deprive  any  child  of  higher  educa- 
tion ;  but  he  wanted  to  see  some  finality  in  this 
matter,  so  that  they  might  know  where  the 
State  was  to  commence  and  where  it  was  to 
leave  off.  In  his  opinion,  when  it  commenced 
at  six  years  of  age  and  educated  the  child 
up  to  the  Sixth  Standard,  nothing  more 
was  required  of  the  State.  So  far  as  the 
normal  schools  were  concerned,  he  was  glad 
to  see  that  they  were  to  be  stopped.  That 
system  was  only  partial  in  its  operation,  and, 
as  usual,  those  who  had  these  institutions 
near  them  were  all  in  favour  of  their  con- 
tinuance. He  thought  this  was  a  matter  in 
which  they  might  very  well  follow  the  example 
of  Victoria  and  leave  it  to  the  question  of 
demand  and  supply.  If  teachers  were  required 
they  would  come  soon  enough,  and  he  was  glad 
the  Minister  was  going  to  do  away  with  these 
institutions,  and  that  the  colony  would  no 
longer  have  to  pay  so  high  a  sum  as  £8,000  a 
year  for  their  maintenance.  Again,  the  ques- 
tion of  reserves  for  higher  education  should  be 
dealt  with,  and  he  hoped  the  Minister  would 
turn  his  attention  to  it  during  the  recess.  If 
these  reserves  were  applied,  as  they  ought  to  be, 
to  primary  education  it  would  be  a  very  great 
relief  to  the  taxpayer.  He  trusted  the  Minister 
would  bring  down  a  Bill  next  session  dealing 
with  the  whole  question,  and  providing  that 
these  reserves  should  be  for  the  benefit  of  the 
colony  as  a  whole,  and  not  be  allowed  to  re- 
main solely  for  the  benefit  of  the  provincial 
districts  in  which  they  had  been  set  apart, 
while  other  parts  of  the  colony  could  get  no 
benefit  from  them  simply  because  they  were 
at  a  distance. 

Mr.  WILSON  had  a  few  figures  which  might 
be  interesting  to  the  Committee  on  the  ques- 
tion of  school-age.    But  he  might  say  at  once 
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that  he  yibjb  entirely  in  favoar  of  raising  the 
Bchool-a^e  to  six  years,  and  he  did  not  think  it 
would  affect  the  country  districts  so  much  as 
some  honourable  members  appeared  to  think. 
The  following  -was  a  return  of  schools  in  the 
Otago  Education  District  in  charge  of  one 
teacher  only,  with  particulars  of  attendance 
and  age  of  pupils  in  October,  1887 :  Total  num- 
ber of  schools  having  from  fourteen  scholars  to 
sixty-one,  106  ;  total  children  on  roll,  8,797 ; 
totSkl  under  six  years,  183.  The  Education 
Committee  sent  out  to  the  various  Boards  and 
educatioDal  institutes  asking  them  for  thoir 
opinion,  as  well  as  to  the  various  Inspectors. 
Naturally,  the  School  Boards  were  entirely 
against  any  reduction  in  their  votes,  and  nearly 
every  one  of  them  sent  in  a  reply  that  it  did  not 
wish  the  school-age  to  be  raised.  The  educa- 
tional institutes  did  the  same ;  but  the  In- 
spectors— who  were  the  most  impartial  people 
to  deal  with  this  question,  and  were  best  able 
to  judge  the  matter — were  all,  apparently,  in 
favour  of  raising  the  school-age.  That  was  a 
very  important  thing,  and  should  not  be  for- 
gotten in  considering  this  question.  He  agreed 
very  much  with  what  the  honourable  member 
for  Kumara  had  said  regarding  Boards.  He  (Mr. 
Wilson)  thought  the  Legislature  might  very  well 
abolish  them  altogether;  but  it  ought,  at  the 
same  time,  to  set  up  something  in  their  place. 
He  did  not  approve  of  the  Minister  of  Educa- 
tion taking  entire  charge  of  the  system.  He 
should  like  to  see  a  Council  set  up  for  the 
whole  of  New  Zealand,  composed  of  gentlemen 
well  educated  themselves,  and  who  had  oppor- 
tunities of  observing  the  state  of  education  in 
New  Zealand.  The  Minister  should  be  the 
administrator  of  the  system,  and  might  have 
under  him  the  Inspectors,  and  might  fix  a  scale 
of  salaries  applicable  to  the  whole  of  New  Zea- 
land. Such  a  Council  would  not  cost  anything 
like  the  sum  at  present  spent  in  management. 
With  regard  to  the  reduction  of  the  capitation, 
he  was  certainly  in  favour  of  it.  He  did  not 
understand  the  strict-average  question,  and 
would  like  a  little  more  time  to  consider  the 
subjec  t.  He  should  also  be  in  favour  of  reducing 
the  £8,000  for  normal  schools  down  to  £4,000. 

Mr.  LE%rESTAM  said  there  was  no  doubt 
the  country  was  clamouring  for  retrenchment ; 
but  he  did  not  believe  the  country  wanted  re- 
trenchment in  this  direction,  because  the  edu- 
cation of  their  children  was  about  the  only 
thing  the  poorer  class  of  people  got  from  the 
country.  It  was  said  that  this  raising  of  the 
school-age  did  not  aScct  country  schools  as 
much  as  was  represented.  Now,  the  Education 
Board  received  the  whole  of  the  money  paid  in 
capitation,  and  doled  it  out  to  the  country  dis- 
tricts. It  followed  that,  if  the  number  of  child- 
ren attending  town  schools  decreased,  the  funds 
of  the  Boards  would  decrease  correspondingly. 
Therefore  it  was  no  argument  in  favour  of 
the  change  proposed  that  country  schools 
would  receive  assistance  to  keep  them  open, 
because  it  followed  the  same  amount  would  be 
paid  to  the  country  schools  as  was  taken  away 
from  the  town  schools.  With  regard  to  Educa- 
tion Boards,  he  thought  it  would  be  far  better 


for  the  colony  as  a  whole  if  these  Education 
Boards  were  abolished,  because  teachers  were 
now  treated  very  unfairly.  In  many  instances 
teachers  with  similar  qualifications  to  those 
possessed  by  others  were  receiving  about  one 
quarter  of  the  salary  those  others  received  ; 
and  so  it  would  be  as  long  as  each  Board 
had  the  entire  control  of  its  own  schools. 
If  a  vacancy  occurred,  an  able  man  who 
might  happen  to  be  in  a  small  district 
would  have  no  chance  of  obtaining  a  master- 
ship in  a  large  district,  because  he  had  no 
friends  who  would  assist  him  into  that  posi- 
tion, no  matter  how  good  his  qualifications 
might  be.  As  to  the  raising  of  the  school-age, 
there  was  more  embodied  in  the  proposition 
than  appeared  at  first  sight.  The  proposal  of 
the  Government  not  only  entailed  the  raising 
of  the  school-age,  but  also  the  withdrawal  of 
the  capitation  -  grant  from  every  child  who 
had  passed  the  Sixth  Standard,  irrespective  of 
age.  When  children  passed  the  Sixth  Stan- 
dard at  twelve,  as  many  did,  they  would  not 
be  entitled  to  attend  a  public  school  any 
longer.  That  would  be  an  injustice,  to  which 
he,  for  one,  would  never  consent.  It  was 
said  that  some  children  were  better  at  home 
with  their  mammas :  but  that  depended  upon 
the  kind  of  mammas  they  had,  and  he  was 
sure  that  in  many  cases  it  was  far  better  that 
they  should  be  at  school.  They  were  told 
that  in  other  countries  children  were  not  ad- 
mitted into  public  schools  before  thoy  were  six 
years  old.  That  was  true.  But  he  knew  that 
in  those  countries  most  of  the  children  before 
they  were  that  age  were  sent  to  private  schools. 
Here,  where  that  was  not  the  case,  the  children 
should  be  admitted  as  soon  as  they  were  fit  to 
go  to  school.  It  was  a  well-known  fact  that 
children  sent  to  school  at  five  passed  the  Sixth 
Standard  much  earlier  than  children  who  were 
sent  later  to  school.  The  next  proposal  of  the 
Government  was  to  do  away  with  the  4g.  He 
should  not  oppose  that ;  but  he  thought  it  was 
hardly  fair  to  say  that  it  would  not  inconve- 
nience the  various  Boards,  because  it  must  be 
remembered  that,  in  addition  to  the  £26,000, 
there  would  be  taken  away  the  capitation  for 
those  who  had  passed  the  Sixth  Standard.  The 
present  system  of  education,  being  purely  secu- 
lar, could  be  participated  in  by  persons  of  all 
denominations.  No  one  had  a  right  to  complain, 
as  one  might  have  if  religion  were  taught  in 
the  public  schools.  The  moment  a  grant  in 
aid  of  one  denomination  was  mode,  another 
could  claim  the  same  consideration  with  equal 
right,  and  therefore  it  would  never  do  to  inter- 
fere with  the  system  in  that  direction.  He 
thought  the  normal  schools  could  be  done 
away  with  altogether.  He  did  not  exactly 
know  what  was  meant  by  the  "  strict  average," 
but  his  chief  objection  to  tho  proposals  of  the 
Government  was  to  the  taking-away  of  the 
capitation  from  children  who  had  passed  the 
Sixth  Standard,  irrespective  of  age.  They  were 
told  that  scholarships  were  open  to  them  :  but 
these  scholarships  would  have  to  be  obtained  in 
the  year  following  that  in  which  they  had  passed 
tho  Sixth  Standard.    If  the  capitation  were 
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token  away  as  goon  aa  the  child  had  passed  the 
Siztli  Standard,  he  would  not  be  able  to  go  in 
for  the  scholarships.  A  child  of  twelve,  though 
he  might  have  passed  the  Sixth  Standard,  was 
generally  quite  unfit  to  go  out  and  earn  a 
living ;  and  it  was  absolutely  necessary  they 
should  be  allowed  to  remain  a  few  years  longer 
— till  they  were  fifteen.  In  that  part  of  the 
Continent  of  Europe  from  which  he  came,  boys 
were  compelled  to  remain  at  school  till  they 
were  fifteen  and  a  half;  and  girls  till  tbey 
were  fourteen  and  a  half  years  old;  and  it 
was  enforced  in  this  way :  Employers  were  not 
allowed  to  engage  children  till  they  were  of 
that  age,  nor  parents  to  employ  them ;  so 
the  inducement  to  parents  to  remove  their 
children  from  school  unduly  early  was  re- 
moved entirely.  There  was  no  such  thing  as 
remaining  stationary  in  this  world — we  must 
either  go  forward  or  go  backward;  and  he 
regarded  these  proposals  as  going  backward. 
He  particularly  protested  against  taking  away 
capitation  from  children  as  soon  as  they  passed 
the  Sixth  Standard,  if  they  were  withm  the 
limit  of  the  school-age.  If  the  Minister  would 
assure  him  that  that  should  not  be  done  he 
would  vote  with  him,  but  without  such  an 
assurance  he  must  vote  against  the  proposals 
of  tho  Government;  and  he  was  sure  the 
majority  of  the  people  of  the  country  were  not 
in  favour  of  such  retrenchment  as  was  fore- 
shadowed in  these  proposals. 

Mr.  GEIMMOND  thought  the  proposals  of 
the  Government  inopportune,  coming  at  a  time 
when  the  whole  question  hod  been  submitted 
to  a  Committee,  and  inapplicable,  because  the 
Government  were  attempting  to  deal  with 
questions  which  had  been  submitted  for  the 
consideration  of  that  Committee,  which,  in  the 
circumstances,  could  not  report  till  next  ses- 
sion. It  had  been  stated  that  the  raising  of 
the  school-age  would  not  affect  the  status  of 
education  in  the  colony  ;  but,  if  that  were  so, 
how  was  it  that  the  school-age  in  other  coun- 
tries was  less  than  here  ?  He  would  give  the 
following  figures  to  show  the  school-ages  in 
different  countries:  Great  Britain,  three  to 
eighteen ;  Now  Zealand,  five  to  fifteen ;  Vic- 
toria, three  to  sixteen;  Queensland,  five  to 
fourteen  ;  New  South  Wales,  four  to  fourteen. 
So,  in  none  of  these  countries  did  the  grant- 
earning  ago  start  later  than  five. 

Mr.  FISHEE.— What  is  the  cost  of  different 
ages? 

Mr.  GRIMMOND  said  it  was  about  £1 5s.  for 
the  lower  ages :  but,  take  them  right  through, 
the  average  in  these  colonies  was  :  New  South 
Wales,  ±6  4s.  ;  Victoria,  ±'5  9s.  5Jd. ;  Queens- 
land, £C ;  South  Australia,  £5  5s.  8Jd. ;  New 
Zealand,  £6  2s.  4^d.  We  were  therefore  lower 
in  average  cost  than  tlie  other  colonies,  and  our 
minimum  age  was  higher — in  only  one  case 
was  it  as  high  as  five  besides  here.  The  Minis- 
ter had  read  some  evidence  in  support  of  his 
proposals,  but  none  against  them,  and  had 
therefore  placed  a  one-sided  statement  before 
tho  House.  He  would  read  briefly  from  the 
opinions  of  some  gentlemen  of  as  much  au- 
thority probably  as  those  quoted  by  the  Minis- 
Mr.  Leveslam 


ter.  Mr.  Aitken,  the  Chairman  of  the  South 
Canterbury  Educational  Institute,  wrote  en- 
closing the  following  resolutions  passed  by  that 
body: — 

"  That  this  institute  is  of  opinion  that  the 
proposed  raising  of  the  school-age  to  six  years  ia 
undesirable  for  the  following  reasons,  viz. :  (1.) 
Because  such  a  course  cannot  fail  to  result  in 
serious  injury  to  small  and  country  schools, 
unless  the  allowances  to  larger  schools  be  cur- 
tailed to  a  degree  which  will  injure  education 
in  the  centres  of  population.  (2.)  Because,  al- 
though raising  the  school-age  from  five  to  six 
may  seem  to  be  cutting  off  only  a  year  at  the 
beginning  of  a  child's  school-career,  it  ia  in 
reality  the  last  and  best  year  of  which  the 
child  is  deprived  by  such  a  course,  seeing  that 
children  are  in  most  oases  removed  from  school 
at  a  given  age,  and  not  on  passing  a  given 
standeird.  (3.)  Because  under  nearly  all  great 
educational  systems  school  life  begins  at  five 
years  of  age  or  earlier  ;  and,  if  New  Zealand 
interferes  with  her  system  in  this  respect,  she 
will  place  herself  in  the  rear  of  contemporary 
civilisation.  (4.)  Because  a  child  entering 
school  at  six  years  of  age  will  not  pass  a  given 
standard  as  early  or  as  well  as  one  who  enters 
at  five  years  of  age.  A  very  sharp  child  who 
enters  at  six  may  surpass  on  ordinary  or  a  duU 
child  who  enters  at  five ;  but  sharp  children 
must  by  no  means  be  token  as  types.  (S.)  Be- 
cause the  idea  is  a  mistaken  one  that,  as  regards 
physical  health  and  mental  vigour,  children  up 
to  tho  age  of  six  or  seven  years  are  better  away 
from  school,  and  that  tbey  learn  nothing  till 
that  age  is  reached.  Children  are  always  learn- 
ing ;  and  if  they  are  not  at  school  they  are  learn- 
ing elsewhere  many  things  which  were  better 
not  learned  at  all,  and  which  will  have  to  be 
unlearned  when  school  is  en  tered.  But  in  the 
year  from  five  to  six  children  at  school  learn 
the  important  lessons  of  obedience,  order,  and 
reverence  for  law,  and  these,  too,  at  a  time 
when  they  are  not  likely  soon  to  be  forgotten. 
(6.)  Because  it  is  only  the  best  home-circum- 
stances that  can  make  up  to  the  pupil  for  the 
want  of  school  discipline  and  restraint ;  and 
here,  as  elsewhere,  it  is  wrong  to  take  the  beat 
as  types." 

The  Bev.  Mr.  Habens,  the  Inspector-General 
of  Schools,  and  probably  tho  highest  authority 
on  the  subject,  was  asked  before  the  Committee 
the  following  question  :  "  What  do  you  think  is 
the  general  effect  of  discipline  and  teaching  on 
these  younger  children?"  to  which  he  re- 
plied,— 

"  Considering  the  early  age  at  which  the 
children  of  the  artisan  and  the  labourer  ordi- 
narily leave  school,  I  am  of  opinion  that  it  is 
necessary  to  admit  such  children  to  school  at 
an  early  age  in  order  that  their  school-course 
may  be  of  reasonable  length;  and  that,  in 
schools  which  are  sufficiently  organized  to 
provide  instruction  upon  proper  methods  for 
children  between  five  and  seven  years  of  age, 
such  children  derive  a  very  great  benefit  from 
tho  discipline  and  instruction  which  tbey  re- 
ceive, and  are  thereby  prepared  for  the  severer 
methods  of  instruction  that  will  follow  in  the 
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more  advanced  elasseii.  I  think  it  should  also 
bo  remembered  that  the  children  of  the  same 
elass,  if  they  are  not  at  school  at  an  early  age, 
are  likely  to  receive  a  practical  education  out- 
of-doors  that,  however  advantageous  it  may  bo 
to  them  from  a  physical  point  of  view,  is  per- 
haps very  detrimental  from  a  moral  and  intel- 
lectual point  of  view.  I  may  add  that,  if  we 
r^ard  the  example  set  by  England  in  this 
matter,  the  English  Government  recognises  the 
attendance  of  children  just  above  three  years 
of  age  as  entitling  the  schools  they  attend  to 
grants  from  the  Treasury." 

He  knew  from  his  own  practical  experience 
that  attending  school  at  an  early  ago  had  no 
injurious  effect  on  children  physically  or  men- 
tally. There  was  a  member  of  this  House  who 
matriculated  at  thirteen  and  took  his  B.A. 
degree  at  eighteen,  and  in  phvsique  he  was 
qnite  equal  to  the  Minister  of  Ediucation.  The 
Educational  Institute  of  Ota^o  had  given  the 
following  reasons  against  raising  the  school- 
age  ;— 

"  (o.)  That  in  almost  every  country  where 
there  is  a  State  system  of  education  the  Go- 
vernment encourages  attendance  at  an  earlier 
age  than  in  New  Zealand. 

"  (6.)  Raising  the  age  will  materially  affect 
small  schools  in  outlying  districts,  where  they 
are  least  able  to  bear  retrenchment. 

"  (c.)  T6  raise  the  age  practically  means  de- 
priving large  numbers  of  a  year's  schooling,  as 
they  are  usually  withdrawn  to  work,  to  assist 
in  maintaining  the  family  at  a  given  age,  irre- 
spective of  their  educational  acquirements. 

"  (<2.)  As  practical  educationists  we  are  de- 
cidedly of  opinion  that,  8,8  a  rule,  pupils  enter- 
ing school  at  six  would  not  pass  Standard  IV. 
at  the  same  time  as  those  entering  at  five  ;  and 
this  applies  with  still  greater  force  to  the  pro- 
posal to  raise  the  age  to  seven. 

"  (e.)  It  is  quite  a  common  mistake  to  suppose 
that  children  are  as  well  out  of  school  as  in  it 
antil  they  are  six  or  seven.  Where  the  home- 
influences  are  good,  where  there  ore  facilities 
for  learning  in  the  home-circle,  the  disadvan- 
tages are  not  so  obvious ;  but,  where  these  do 
not  exist,  if  the  school-age  be  postponed  till 
six  or  seven  the  children  will  undoubtedly  be 
acquiring  habits  not  in  the  least  degree  con- 
ducive to  sound  conduct  and  character. 

"  (/.)  The  work  in  the  initiatory  department 
of  the  schools  is  often  misrepresented :  on  the 
one  hand  it  is  said  to  be  mere  nursery-work, 
and  on  the  other  it  is  said  to  be  work  injurious 
to  young  pupils.  Neither  of  these  statements 
is  correct. 

"  {g.)  The  educational  work  of  the  first  two 
years  has  a  most  beneficial  influence  both  on 
the  pliysical  and  mental  condition  and  health 
of  the  pupils,  and  gives  pleasurable  and  sys- 
tematic training  in  habits  of  regularity,  punc- 
tuality, obedience,  and  a  liking  for  school,  at  an 
age  when  these  things  are  of  great  disciplinary 
value.  Bational  methods  of  instruction,  well- 
ventilated  schools,  an  excellent  climate,  and 
the  good  physique  of  the  children,  are  all  in  the 
highest  degree  favourable  to  beginning  school 
life  at  the  age  fixed  as  at  present," 


Mr.  Mowbray  wrote  on  the  question  thus  to 
the  Committee : — 

"  I  do  not  think  the  school-age  con  be  raised 
without  disaster  both  to  children  and  teachers. 
The  children  will  suffer,  because  they  will  be 
deprived  of  a  large  portion  of  that  early  train- 
ing which  every  experienced  teacher  recognises 
as  invaluable.  The  difference  in  intelligence 
and  progress  in  standard  work  of  a  child  from  a 
kindergarten  or  good  infant  school,  as  compared 
with  that  of  a  child  without  such  training,  is 
immense. 

"  The  teachers  will  suffer,  because  not  only 
must  a  large  number  be  dismissed,  but  those 
who  remain  must  undergo  a  cruel  diminution 
of  income.  The  number  of  children  under  six 
years  of  age  in  the  schools  is,  as  nearly  as  I 
can  ascertain,  over  12,000,  which,  at  the  late 
rate  of  capitation,  represents  a  revenue  to  the 
Boards  of  £48,000  per  annum.  These  children 
are  taught  by  300  pupil-teachers,  whose  joint 
salaries  will  not  amount  to  £10,000 ;  and  the 
difference  between  that  sum  and  £48,000  re- 
presents the  loss  to  the  Education  Boards  by 
raising  the  school-age  one  year.  Take  the 
Thomdon  Infant  School  as  an  example.  There 
are  190  children,  under  a  mistress  and  four 
pupil-teachers.  A  third  of  the  children  are 
under  six  years.  Supposing  that  they  be  de- 
barred from  the  school,  one,  or  at  most  two,  of 
the  pupil-teachers  could  be  dispensed  with,  the 
other  expenses  continuing  as  before.  The  Board 
would  thus  save  £50  per  annum,  and  lose  £250 
on  this  school  alone." 

Enough  had  been  said  by  other  honourable 
members  to  show  that  raising  the  school-age 
would  have  a  bod  effect  on  the  educational 
status  of  the  colony.  As  to  reducing  the  capi- 
tation, it  had  been  contended  by  some  honour- 
able members  that  the  Boards  would  be  able 
to  carry  on  with  the  reduced  sum,  for  they  had 
got  on  fairly  well  with  the  present  capitation ; 
but  he  knew — speaking  from  some  experience 
— that  in  Westland  the  Board  had  hod  very 
great  difficulty  in  maintaining.a  high  standard 
under  the  present  capitation.  The  distriot 
was  a  very  large  and  sparsely-settled  one,  and 
was  as  long  in  one  direction  as  the  distance 
from  Christchurch  to  Invercargill.  If  it  was 
argued  that,  under  the  present  capitation,  some 
Boards  had  had  more  than  enough  money, 
that  was  an  argument  for  the  abolition  of  the 
Boards.  He  thought  that  was  a  right  thing 
to  do,  because  the  excessive  money  now  given 
to  the  Boards  of  thickly  -  populated  districts 
would  then  be  available  for  poor  districts 
which  wanted  it  badly — some  Boards  now  had 
to  endeavour  to  get  through  their  money  by 
going  in  for  luxuries,  while  others  could  not 
provide  the  barest  educational  necessities.  In 
his  district,  even  with  the  present  capita- 
tion, the  people  iu  the  outlying  districts  hod 
often  to  supplement  it  to  pay  the  teachers 
decent  wages,  and  hod  even  to  subscribe  for 
the  erection  of  school-buildings.  The  settlers 
in  the  outlying  districts  in  that  part  of  the 
colony  already  bad  to  help  to  build  school- 
houses  by  sawing  the  timber,  &o.;  and  if  the 
means  at  the  disposal  of  the  Board  were  still 
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further  reduced  they  would  be  able  to  get  no 
schools  at  all.  It  was  very  unjust,  too,  to  class 
the  Boards  on  an  equal  footing,  and  such  action 
showed  that  the  time  had  come  for  the  aboli- 
tion of  the  Boards.  Ko  doubt  they  had  done 
good  service  in  the  past  in  establishing  schools, 
but  they  had  now  become  very  expensive  dis- 
tributing bodies,  and  the  work  which  they  did 
could  be  centralised  with  great  advantage  and 
cheapness  to  the  colony.  He  said  that  as  one 
who  had  been  connected  with  Education  Boards 
and  Education  Committees  for  a  number  of 
years.  As  to  training  schools,  there  were  none 
in  his  part  of  the  country,  and  he  could  say 
nothing  about  them;  but  ho  would  say  the 
non-payment  of  capitation  for  children  above 
a  certain  age  would  also  act  very  badly  in 
the  part  of  the  colony  he  came  from,  where 
there  were  no  high  schools,  because  it  would 
result  in  the  children  getting  no  higher  edu- 
cation at  all  unless  their  parents  were  rich 
enough  to  send  them  away  to  places  whero 
there  were  high  schools.  A  child  might  pass 
the  Sixth  Standard  at  ten  years  old.  What 
were  the  parents  to  do  with  it  then  7  There 
was  one  other  point  which  he  wished  to  bring 
out,  that  had  been  omitted  by  the  honour- 
able member  for  Kumara — namely,  that  the 
percentage  of  passes  was  very  high  in  Westland, 
the  second  highest  in  the  colony.  Marlborough 
came  first,  with  925  per  cent,  general  average 
of  passes ;  Westland  come  next,  with  86  per 
cent.;  Kelson  came  next,  with  83  per  cent.; 
and  then  came  North  Canterbury,  with  7i)  per 
cent.  With  reference  to  strict  average  being 
substituted  for  working  average,  that  also  would 
be  very  injurious  to  the  part  of  the  colony  he 
came  from.  The  children  had  very  long  dis- 
tances to  travel,  and  the  climate  was  not  always 
good,  and  when  it  rained  it  did  rain,  and  child- 
ren could  not  attend  school,  so  that  the  proposed 
alteration  would  weigh  very  heavily  on  the 
Board  there.  Ho  might  say  that  the  Urey- 
mouth  Board  was  so  affected  by  the  proposed 
reduction  that  it  had,  on  receipt  of  intimation 
of  the  intention  of  the  Government,  given  all 
its  teachers  three  months'  notice  of  dismissal, 
for  it  could  not  see  its  way  to  pay  them.  As  to 
paying  fees,  that  would  raise  an  unpleasant 
line  of  demarcation  between  classes  as  to 
parents  and  children.  For  the  reasons  he  had 
given,  he  should  vote  against  the  proposals  of 
the  Oovemmcnt. 

Mr.  JONES  said  he  was  of  opinion  that  very 
large  reductions  could  be  made  in  the  general 
management  of  education ;  but  it  should  not 
be  done  in  the  manner  shown  by  the  pro- 
posals brought  down  by  the  Government.  He 
entirely  disagreed  with  the  proposal  to  raise 
the  school-age.  In  the  first  place  he  did  not 
believe  that  the  children  sunored  any  injury 
from  being  sent  to  school  at  an  early  age  ;  and, 
despite  the  opinions  of  doctors  who  bad  been 
largely  quoted,  he  preferred  to  bo  guided  by  his 
own  experience  and  observation.  Any  one  who 
had  specially  visited  the  schools  as  he  had 
done,  would  have  seen  the  children  looking  rosy 
and  healthy  and  happy,  especially  those  who 
ranged  from  five  to  seven  years  of  age.  Ho 
Mr.  Qrimmond 


also  disputed  that  they  cost  anything  like 
£3  15s.  or  £4  to  educate  as  had  been  alleged, 
although,  as  the  accounts  were  made  up,  they 
appeared  to  cost  this  amount.  They  really  did 
not  cost  more  than  £1  Ss.  per  annum  ;  and  for 
saying  that  he  had  an  excellent  authority, 
namely,  the  experienced  author  of  "  Retrench- 
ment in  Primary  Education  " — "  C.  S.  H." — 
who,  writing  on  this  point,  stated, — 

"  These  children  below  seven  do  not  cost 
nearly  as  much  per  head  as  those  who  are 
between  seven  and  twelve.  Except  in  very 
small  schools  they  are  taught  in  an  infant- 
room,  where  the  classes  are  larger  than  in  the 
upper  department.  As  an  example,  take  the 
case  of  a  school  in  the  immediate  neighbour- 
hood of  Christchurch.  In  the  infant  depart- 
ment there  is  an  average  of  160.  The  teachers 
in  this  department  are  paid  about  £200 — that 
equals  £1  Ss.  per  head.  If  another  5s.  is  added 
for  iuoideutals — which  is  certainly  a  very  liberal 
allowance — the  total  cost  per  head  is  only  £1 
IDs." 

Other  equally  good  authorities  stated  the  cost 
to  bo  from  £1  to  £1  5s.  per  head.  He  therefore 
thought  it  was  wrong  to  deprive  these  little 
ones  of  the  benefits  of  education  when  they 
only  cost  6d.  or  7d.  per  week.  That  point  was 
worthy  of  the  consideration  of  the  Minister  of 
Education.  He  thought  the  item  of  capitation 
might  be  reduced;  but  reduction  ought  to  be 
made  gradually.  In  reference  to  the  next  item 
ho  agreed  with  the  honourable  members  for 
Linwood  and  Dunedin  Central  that  it  would 
be  a  very  unjust  thing  to  some  of  the  schools 
that  a  saving  should  be  made  by  taking  the 
strict  average  instead  of  the  working  average. 
As  to  the  fourth  item,  the  evidence  to  his  mind 
clearly  showed  that  we  should  continue  to 
maintain  normal  schools ;  but  certainly  we  did 
not  require  so  many  of  them.  On  the  whole, 
the  conclusion  he  hod  arrived  at  was  that 
the  Minister  had  not  had  sufficient  time  to 
thoroughly  digest  his  proposals,  and  he  hoped 
that  next  session  the  honourable  gentleman 
would  come  down  with  a  better  plan.  He 
(Mr.  Grimmond)  should  not  be  able  to  sup- 
port the  proposals  as  they  stood ;  but  he  more 
especially  objected  to  the  one  afiecting  the 
welfare  of  the  little  people  and  the  interests  of 
the  poorer  classes,  who  wore  chiefly  benefited 
by  the  Act  as  it  now  stood. 

Major  STEWARD  said  that,  as  every 
honourable  member  was  speaking,  he  felt  it 
necessary  to  say  in  what  direction  he  should 
vote.  He  regretted  very  much  the  shape  in 
which  the  proposals  had  come  before  the  Com- 
mittee, and  thought  it  would  have  been  far 
better  if  the  honourable  gentleman  at  the  head 
of  this  department  had  seen  his  way  to  bring 
down  to  the  House — not  to  the  Committee — 
four  distinct  propositions  upon  which  members 
could  have  voted.  With  regard  to  the  general 
proposal  to  reduce  the  cost  of  tho  education 
system,  he  took  leave  to  say  that  those  were 
the  wisest  friends  of  tho  system  who  would 
tako  care  to  see  that  its  cost  did  not  increase 
to  an  amount  that  would  raise  an  oulc^ 
which  might  lead  to  am  endeavour  to  pull  it 
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down  altogether.  In  addressing  his  constituents 
he  had  placed  that  phase  of  the  question  before 
them,  and  he  had  found  a  very  general  response. 
He  believed  that  in  the  district  which  he  repre- 
sented the  education  system  was  as  much  valued 
as  it  was  anywhere  in  the  colony ;  but  the 
people  had  very  fully  appreciated  the  fact  that 
the  cost  of  the  system  must  be  kept  within  such 
limits  that  there  should  not  be  a  cry  raised 
that  the  system  was  too  expensive  to  be  main- 
tained. The  proposal  to  reduce  the  capitation 
allowance  was  not  now.  It  had  previously 
been  reduced  by  a  shilling,  and  it  was  proposed 
that  its  reduction  should  be  gradual.  The 
redaction  now  proposed  was  sharper,  but,  in 
view  of  the  circumstances  of  the  colony,  he 
oould  not  think  that  the  Minister  was  at  all  to 
blame  for  asking  that  the  additional  allowance 
should  be  at  once  discontinued.  Ho  regretted 
that  the  Minister  had  not  at  once  proposed  to 
abolish  the  Education  Boards.  Although  he 
had  been  for  some  years  a  member  of  an  JBdu- 
oation  Board,  he  must  ngree  that  it  was  quite 
possible  to  dispense  with  those  bodies  alto- 
gether; and,  if  that  were  done,  it  would  be 
something  towards  making  up  for  the  de- 
ficiency now  caused.  For  these  reasons  he 
should  vote  to  reduce  the  capitation  allowance 
to  £3  15s.  With  regard  to  the  school-age, 
there  had  been  a  proposal  to  raise  the  age  to 
seven,  and  he  thought  the  present  proposal  was 
a  reasonable  one  under  the  circumstances, 
always  provided — and  he  took  it  as  a  distinct 
pledge  from  the  head  of  the  department — that 
some  special  allowance  should  be  made  to  the 
smaller  schools  that  ^YOuld  enable  them  to 
carry  on,  so  that  they  would  not  unduly  suffer 
by  this  arrangement.  On  this  point  they  had  a 
distinct  pledge,  and  he  thought  the  House  hod 
a  right  to  exact  a  literal  fulfilment  of  it.  With 
regard  to  the  proposal  to  take  the  strict  average 
instead  of  the  working  average,  he  did  not  see 
his  way  to  vote  with  the  Government,  because 
he  thought  it  unreasonable  to  enforce  a  reduc- 
tion in  that  way.  Again,  he  did  not  see  his 
way  at  present  to  vote  to  abolish  the  normal 
Bohools.  These  training  institutions  were  a 
necessary  part  of  oar  education  system,  and, 
though  he  admitted  it  might  be  possible  to  re- 
dace  their  number,  he  did  uot  think  they  should 
aJl  be  abolished.  With  regard  to  the  children 
who  bad  passed  the  Sixth  Standard  also,  he 
thought  the  proposal  was  reasonable,  and  that 
capitation  should  not  be  paid  beyond  the  Sixth 
Standard.  He  believed,  further,  that  the  time 
would  come  when  it  would  be  necessary  to 
charge  a  small  school-fee  in  the  Fifth  and 
Sixth  Standards,  at  the  same  time  providing 
abundant  scholarships  or  other  facilities  for 
those  children  whose  parents  were  unable  to 
pay  the  fees,  and  who  were  yet  qualified  for 
education  in  the  higher  standards,  so  that  the 
door  of  education  should  not  be  shut  against 
any  child  however  poor.  Speaking  from  ex- 
perience in  his  own  district,  tie  might  say  that 
be  felt  sure  that  the  parents  of  children  who 
remained  to  the  Fifth  or  Sixth  Standard,  cer- 
tainly the  majority  of  the  parents,  were  able 
and  wonld  be  willing  to  pay  school-fees.   In  this 
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way  he  thought  it  quite  possible  to  provide,  year 
after  year,  for  the  necessarily-increasing  cost 
of  education  owing  to  the  growing  number  of 
children  attending  the  schools.  That  being  so^ 
probably  this  would  be  the  largest  reduction 
that  would  have  to  be  mode.  Ue  should  sup- 
port the  Government's  proposals  with  regard  to 
capitation  and  school-age,  on  condition  that  a 
special  allowance  was  made  to  smaller  schools, 
so  that  they  would  not  be  injuriously  afiected. 
He  should,  however,  not  vote  for  the  substitu- 
tion of  strict  average  for  working  average,  nor 
for  the  total  abolition  of  the  normal  schools. 

Mr.  HUTCHISON  had  waited  all  day  and  all 
night  for  some  good  reason  to  enable  him  to 
support  the  Government  on  this  vote ;  but  he 
was  sorry  to  say  that,  though  he  had  waited  so 
long,  he  had  waited  in  vain.  He  was  sorry  that 
the  Government  hod  afforded  its  supporters, 
and  those  who  might  have  been  its  supporters 
on  this  occasion,  so  little  ground  for  inclining 
to  their  side.  The  Government  had  backed 
and  filled  in  a  way  that  rather  inclined  to 
shake  conviction,  even  where  conviction  waa 
more  rooted  than  it  was  in  his  case.  The  re- 
duction of  £26,000  was  arrived  at  in  some  hap- 
hazard way  by  calculating  it  at  one-eighth  of 
the  whole  sum ;  but  why  it  was  an  eighth  in- 
stead of  a  seventh  or  a  sixth  they  did  not  know. 
Then,  in  connection  with  that  amount,  they 
were  told  that  the  country  Schools  were  not  to 
be  closed.  Now,  he  would  like  to  ask  the  Minis- 
ter how  he  proposed  to  preserve  the  country 
schools.  As  he  understood  it,  the  capittition 
allowance  was  calculated  upon  a  certain  at- 
tendance for  the  preceding  period,  and  WOA 
paid  to  the  Education  Boards  in  the  various 
districts,  to  be  distributed  by  them  as  they 
thought  proper.  He  was  not  aware  that  the 
Minister  had  any  control  over  the  administra- 
tion of  these  funds,  so  as  to  say  what  schools 
should  be  kept  open  and  what  should  not ; 
and,  consequently,  it  seemed  to  him  that  this 
was  a  mere  delusion,  a  snare,  and  a  mockery, 
and  that  the  House  had  really  no  control 
whatever,  in  accepting  such  a  proposal  as  this, 
over  the  money  it  was  asked  to  grant.  That 
ill-favoured  parliamentary  property  known  a» 
the  red-herring  was  disagreeably  high  in  con- 
nection with  the  false  trail  which  was  sought 
to  be  brought  over  this  question ;  for  it  was 
really,  after  all,  an  attempt  to  legislate  by  reso- 
lution now,  after  first  of  all  having  been  at- 
tempted by  Order  in  Council ;  and  it  was  just 
aa  vain  for  a  Minister,  by  way  of  resolution,  to- 
attempt  to  alter  the  Act  as  it  bad  been  for  him 
to  attempt  to  do  it  by  Order  in  Council.  He 
thought  the  Minister  was  probably  convinced 
now  that  he  made  a  very  great  mistake  in  ad- 
vising His  Excellency  to  put  his  name  to  what 
must  admittedly  be  withdrawn  now  as  a  mis- 
take. He  was  not  sure  that  the  House  was 
dding  its  duty  in  passing  over  in  silence  that 
attempt  at  legislation  by  Order  in  Council.  The- 
words  ought  to  be  remembered  by  members,  for 
it  was  not,  as  the  Premier  and  the  Minister  of 
Education  had  said,  merely  an  intimation  to 
the  Boards  as  to  the  amount  of  funds  that 
would  be  available  for  the  future,  for  that  could- 
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have  been  clone  by  circular,  but  this  was  an  Order 
in  Council :  the  words  were,  "  It  shall  not  be 
lawful  for  any  teacher  to  retain  or  place  on  any 
roll  any  child  of  a  less  age  than  six  years." 
That  was  a  distinct  assumption  of  legislative 
power,  and  no  explanation  could  get  rid  of  it. 
The  position  taken  up  under  the  Order  in  Coun- 
cil by  the  Minister  was  untenable,  and  he  must 
retire  from  it  in  the  same  way  that  he  would 
have  to  retire  from  the  position  in  reference  to 
this  resolution.  He  had  said  he  would  not 
have  the  country  schools  closed :  but  he  could 
not  keep  them  open.  The  vote  must  be  at  so 
much  per  head,  and  the  administration  of  it 
must  rest  with  the  Education  Boards.  There 
was  no  safety,  therefore,  except  in  voting  against 
the  proposal  of  the  Government. 

Hr.  BLAKE  had  listened  to  the  various 
speakers,  but  it  seemed  to  him  that  a  great 
many  had  simply  dealt  with  details.  There 
was  a  foundation  to  be  considered,  and  it  re- 
quired far  more  consideration  than  had  been 
given  to  it — namely,  the  yearly  increase  in  the 
expenditure  which  was  continually  kept  up. 
In  1877  we  had  41,700  children  at  the  schools, 
and  nine  years  later,  in  1887,  we  had  8.'3,50O 
or  something  over.  The  number  of  scholars 
increased  from  three  to  four  thousand  every 
year,  and  that  meant  a  yearly  increase  in  ex- 
penditure of  from  £16,000  to  £20,000.  That 
was  the  amount  with  which  they  ought  to 
deal,  and  by  doing  that  they  would  be  much 
nearer  doing  good  than  by  merely  dealing  with 
tho  question  in  this  small  detail  manner. 
Even  supposing  that  they  succeeded  in  saving 
£50,000  now,  the  colony  would  be  in  just  the 
same  position  again  in  three  or  four  years' 
time.  Therefore  consideration  most  be  given 
to  something  deeper  than  was  now  proposed 
to  the  House.  Another  proposition  which  was 
made  was  that  payment  should  only  be  made 
to  the  Fourth  Standard,  and  one  honourable 
gentleman  suggested  that  the  parents  should 
pay  a  fee  of  Is.  Gd  a  week  for  every  child 
above  that  standard.  He  thought  it  would 
be  better  to  pay  for  it  through  the  Customs  at 
the  rate  of  seven-twelfths  of  a  penny.  If  the 
Government  could  see  their  way  to  postpone 
this  question  till  next  session,  it  would  be  more 
satisfactory  to  the  greater  proportion  of  honour- 
able members,  and  certainly  it  would  be  more 
satisfactory  to  the  country.  He  could  not  shut 
his  eyes  to  the  necessity  for  retrenchment,  and 
he  was  afraid  that  if  they  went  on  borrowing, 
as  it  was  proposed  to  do,  for  the  next  two  or 
three  years,  they  would  then  have  to  put  a 
sum  on  the  estimates  to  pay  for  finding  some 
of  those  persons  who  were  going  about  the  world 
lecturing  on  the  lost  ton  tribes,  for  by  that 
time  we  sliould  have  borrowed  all  the  money 
that  the  known  tribes  would  lend  us,  and  if  we 
could  not  find  another  tribe  we  should  have  lo 
go  to  tho  wall.  We  should  not  be  in  any  better 
position  at  the  end  of  the  three  years,  and  we 
should  liave  to  pay  another  £150,000  a  year 
for  interest  on  our  national  debt.  These  small 
propositions  with  regard  to  education  were 
simply  playing  with  the  question,  and  if  some- 
thing better  could  not  be  done  it  would  be 
Mr.  Hutchison 


better  to  leave  things  as  they  were  until  next 
session. 

Mr.  MOAT  would  not  have  risen  to  speak  bnt 
for  the  statement  of  the  Minister  of  Educa- 
tion, and  which  was  repeated  by  other  honour- 
able members,  that  the  Auckland  Training 
College  was  a  failure.  From  that  he  entirely 
dissented.  The  honourable  gentleman  seemed 
to  have  taken,  as  his  ground  for  making  that 
statement,  certain  remarks  of  Mr.  Inspec- 
tor Fidler  in  his  report.  No  doubt  that 
gentleman  thought  that  if  he  had  been  elected 
Principal  of  the  Training  College  he  would 
have  obtained  better  results.  However,  that 
was  not  the  question.  It  must  be  remem- 
bered that  the  students  of  that  college  were 
not  always  allowed  to  remain  there  for  two 
years  before  being  sent  to  country  schools. 
Some  of  them  only  remained  for  a  few  months, 
and  those  who  had  only  been  there  for  a 
short  time  were  not  likely  to  turn  out  as 
good  teachers  as  those  who  had  had  the  bene- 
fit of  the  full  course.  There  was  no  doubt, 
also,  that  better  results  might  have  been  ob- 
tained if  there  had  been  proper  supervision 
over  the  Training  College ;  but  it  must  be  borne 
in  mind  that  members  of  Education  Boards 
were  not,  as  a  rule,  qualified  to  supervise  in- 
stitutions of  that  kind,  and  it  would  be  better 
if  greater  supervision  were  exercised  over  them 
by  the  central  department  in  Wellington. 
There  was  no  doubt  that  sufficient  time  was 
not  devoted  in  these  training  colleges  to  train- 
ing students  to  teach,  and  it  was  rather  spent 
in  imparting  higher  education  to  them,  the 
consequence  bcmg  that  they  acted  as  feeders 
to  the  colleges,  and  very  successful  they  were 
in  that  respect.  But  the  operations  of  the 
Auckland  Training  College  were  nob  confined 
to  training  the  twenty  pupils  of  tliat  coUege  to 
whom  reference  had  been  mode.  For  Uiree 
days  in  the  week  the  pupil-teachers  within 
reach  attended  classes  at  the  Training  College 
and  were  instructed  in  their  duties,  and  on 
Saturdays  all  the  uncertificated  teachers  within 
reach  attended  it,  and  no  less  than  170  pupils 
attended  those  classes.  Therefore  he  thought 
it  would  be  very  hard  for  any  one  to  say  that  it 
had  not  done  satisfactory  work.  And  not  only 
that,  but  through  all  the  country  schools  where 
there  were  uncertificated  teachers  working  up 
to  pass  their  examinations  they  were  obliged 
to  correspond  with  the  Principal  of  the  Train- 
ing College,  and  he  corresponded  with  them 
and  returned  the  papers  they  forwarded  to 
him,  after  having  examined  and  corrected 
them.  That  had  been  very  beneficial  in  its 
results.  If  that  college  were  done  away  with, 
where  were  they  to  get  their  teachers  from  ? 
There  were  no  less  than  450  teachers  who  had 
not  passed  their  examination  at  present  em- 
ployed in  the  schools  of  tho  colony,  and,  of 
these,  no  fewer  than  ninety  were  in  the  Auck- 
land District;  and  unless  there  was  some  mode 
of  training  them  he  did  not  know  what  they 
should  do  for  teachers.  The  Minister  said  the 
Government  would  take  core  that  no  country 
schools  were  closed,  but  that  uncertificated  old 
women  would  be  sent  to  teacb  in  those  schools.; 
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and  to  thai  he,  as  representing  a  country  dis- 
trict, most  strongly  objected.  Instead  of  doing 
away  with  the  colleges,  they  should  try  and 
assimilate  the  instruction  with  that  given  at 
the  Training  College  in  Dunedin.  That  would 
be  a  much  better  course  to  adopt  than  to 
abolish  them  altogether.  The  guneral  question 
had  been  pretty  well  threshed  out ;  but,  as  to 
the  school- age  part  of  it,  it  was  interesting  to 
find  that  the  question  engaged  the  attention  of 
the  ancient  Greeks  as  many  as  two  thousand 
years  ago,  and  opinions  on  the  subject  difiered 
(hen  as  much  as  they  do  now.  As  Professor 
Mahaffey  justly  said  in  his  work  on  "  Old  Qreek 
Education," — 

"  The  disputants  never  seem  to  take  into 
consideration  the  fact  that  all  children  are  not 
equally  apt,  and,  while  there  are  many  whose 
education  might  with  advantage  commence  at 
five,  there  are  others  whom  it  would  be  ad- 
visable to  keep  from  school  till  they  were  a 
year  or  two  older." 

He  believed  it  would  be  cruel  to  keep  child- 
ren from  school '  who  were  in  a  position  to  re- 
ceive education  when  they  were  five  years  old, 
particularly  in  country  districts,  where  their 
services  would  be  required  by  their  parents  as 
soon  as  they  were  able  to  work.  He  therefore 
could  not  consent  to  the  Government  proposal 
to  raise  the  age  from  five  to  six.  With  refer- 
ence to  the  strict-average  question,  ho  thought 
it  would  act  very  adversely  indeed  to  the 
country  districts,  because  wet  weather  and  long 
distances  prevented  children  from  attending 
the  conntry  schools  regularly.  He  could  not 
support  that  proposal,  but  he  could  see  his  way 
to  support  the  Government  in  reducing  the 
capitation  grant  by  4s. 

Mr.  GOLDIB  thought  the  Auckland  people 
desired  their  members  to  come  to  Wellington 
pledged  to  reduce  the  vote  for  education  by 
dE100,000.  He  was  asked  to  pledge  himself  to 
that  reduction,  but  he  could  not  see  his  way 
clear  to  so  large  a  reduction  being  made.  In 
connection  with  this  subject  he  would  road 
the  following  extract  from  an  address  delivered 
by  Sir  Hercules  Robinson  at  the  opening  of  the 
Wellington  Normal  School  seven  years  ago : — 

"  I  must  confess  that,  when  I  contemplate 
the  expenditure  which  primary  education  will 
entail  on  the  general  revenue  so  soon  as  the 
scheme  at  present  established  by  law  is  brought 
into  full  operation,  the  prospect  appears  to  me 
to  be  appalling.  If  the  present  system  be 
maintained  the  colony  will  soon  find  itself  face 
to  face  with  an  annual  expenditure  from  the 
Public  Treasury  of  from  £400,000  to  £500,000 
npon  primary  education  alone,  exclusive  of  the 
cost  of  the  Department  of  Education,  and  of 
the  sums  appropriated  annually  for  higher  and 
secondary  education.  This  appears  to  me  to 
be  really  a  very  serious  consideration.  The 
expenditure  on  primary  education  will  soon 
amount  to  nearly  £1  per  head  of  the  whole 
population,  and  the  consolidated  revenue  alone 
will  be  quite  unable  to  bear  such  a  charge 
without  considerable  additions  to  the  general 
public  burdens.  Of  course,  if  the  people  of 
Kew  Zealand  desire  education  of  this  expensive 


class  free,  and  are  prepared  to  submit  to  the 
necessary  taxation,  there  is  an  end  of  the  mat- 
ter; but  I  doubt  whether  the  position  we  are 
drifting  into  in  this  respect  has  as  yet  been 
generally  realised." 

That  was  seven  years  a^o ;  and  to-day  they 
found  themselves  face  to  face  with  the  serioai 
difiiculty  which  Sir  Hercules  Robinson  at  that 
time  prophesied.  It  was  a  very  easy  matter  to 
talk  of  economy  in  the  abstract,  but  it  was  vety 
difficult  to  apply  it.  The  Minister  of  Education 
had  suggested  four  means  by  which  this  could 
be  applied  to  some  extent.  Oh  the  question  of 
school-age  he  would  read  the  opinion  of  Dr. 
Macarthur,  late  Principal  of  the  Auckland 
Training  College,  who,  at  a  meeting  of  the 
Educational  Institute  held  in  Auckland  on  the 
26th  November  lost,  spoke  as  follows : — 

"  Coming  to  the  first  question — that  of  raising 
the  school-age  on  which  capitation  was  paid — it 
was  well  to  look  to  the  example  of  other  States. 
In  England  and  Scotland  children  over  the  age 
of  three  were  allowed  to  be  considered  in  the 
returns.  This  would  have  been  an  argument 
against  raising  the  school-age  if  the  character 
of  the  work  done  excelled  that  with  us ;  but 
the  work  of  the  New  ^jcaland  schools  bad  been 
pronounced  by  those  who  had  seen  both  to  be 
far  superior  to  that  of  the  English  primary 
schools.  This  showed  that  the  earlier  the  age 
the  worse  the  work  done  ;  so,  on  the  principle 
of  utility,  they  should  not  lower  the  school-age. 
In  Germany,  Belgium,  and  the  United  States 
the  age  of  admission  was  six  years,  and  in 
Switzerland  six  and  a  quarter  ;  and  yet  the  in- 
telligence of  these  nations  compared  favourably 
with  that  of  any  other.  If  as  good  and  pro- 
bably better  work  could  be  done  by  those  States 
whose  limit  of  age  was  six  years  sis  by  those 
with  a  lower  limit,  then  surely  the  latter 
were  paying  for  that  which  profited  them  not. 
Taking  the  last  report  of  the  Minister  of  Edu- 
cation they  would  find  that  20  per  cent,  of  the 
pupils  in  our  primary  schools  were  between  the 
ages  of  five  and  seven  years,  and  over  27  per 
cent,  were  in  the  preparatory  classes.  The 
age  at  which  those  preparatory  children  passed 
the  First  Standard  was  close  upon  nine  years : 
that  was,  children  admitted  at  five  did  not,  on 
an  average,  pass  till  nine.  Knowing  the  small 
quantity  of  work  required  for  the  First  Standard, 
and  the  arduous  nature  of  the  teachers'  work 
in  these  classes,  it  was  plain  that  something 
was  wrong.  Either  many  did  not  come  at  the 
age  of  five,  or,  if  they  did,  they  were  too  young 
to  profit  by  the  tuition  imparted.  Considering, 
then,  the  inferior  nature  of  the  work  done  by 
those  States  which  admitted  at  a  low  age,  next 
the  higher  character  of  the  work  done  by  those 
whose  limit  of  age  was  higher,  and  lastly  the 
very  long  period  between  the  age  of  five  years 
(our  admission  age)  and  nine  years  (the  passing 
of  the  First  Standard),  he  could  not  but  come 
to  the  conclusion  that,  from  the  standpoint 
of  utility  and  the  greatest  good  to  the  pupils, 
the  age  for  admission  should  be  raised  to  six 
years." 

That  statement  was  verified  by  the  fact  that 
thirty-five  teaohen  out  of  fifty  voted  with  it» 
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eyen  although  they  knew  that  votiDg  that  way 
meant  to  them  a  pecuniary  loaa.  He  found 
that  there  were  17,800  children  between  the 
ages  of  five  and  six,  and  17,089  between  the 
ages  of  six  and  seven,  and  certainly  a  con- 
siderable saving  would  be  effected  if  those  of 
the  17,800  who  were  attending  the  primary 
schools  were  kept  out  of  them  ;  but  he  thought 
their  first  duty  was  to  reduce  everywhere  but  in 
education,  and  as  soon  as  reductions  had  been 
made  to  the  fullest  extent  in  other  direc- 
tions, but  not  till  then,  would  he  be  willing  to 
ledace  the  education  vote.  He  was  not  pre- 
pared to  go  with  the  Minister,  and  those  who 
were  favourable  to  raising  the  school-age,  and 
would  therefore  vote  against  it.  As  to  the  re- 
duction of  the  capitation,  he  felt  satisfied  that 
£8  15s.  would  answer  all  purposes.  Then,  as  to 
tiie  abolition  of  Kducation  Boards,  he  thought 
those  who  advocated  that  made  a  very  serious 
mistake.  If  they  abolished  the  Boards  they 
could  not  do  away  with  the  clerks  and  others 
employed  in  that  department,  because  corre- 
spondence would  have  to  be  answered,  and 
other  office-work  attended  to.  If  they  abo- 
lished Boards,  they  must  increase  the  work 
in  Wellington,  and  they  could  not  do  it  as 
effectively  as  it  was  at  present  performed. 
There  was  always  a  cry  for  decentralisation 
and  local  self-government ;  and  the  adminis- 
tration by  Education  Boards  was  local  self- 
government  of  the  best  kind,  because  it  was 
administration  without  local  taxation — in  all 
our  other  local  government  there  was  local 
taxation  with  it.  It  would  be  a  very  serious 
mistake  to  do  away  with  Education  Boards, 
because  if  they  did  their  work  properly  they 
did  very  good  work,  and  it  would  be  no  saving 
to  abolish  them.  The  work  was  done  well, 
because  a  number  of  the  School  Committees 
came  in  contact  with  members  of  the  Board 
with  their  grievances,  and  had  them  imme- 
diately redressed,  whereas  if  they  had  to  do 
everything  by  correspondence  with  Welling- 
ton they  would  not  get  their  business  done  or 
their  grievances  remedied  nearly  so  quickly  or 
so  effectually  as  at  present.  The  idea  that 
there  would  be  a  saving  by  abolition  was  a 
great  mistake.  He  thought  it  would  be  wrong 
to  take  away  capitation  as  soon  as  children 
had  passed  the  Sixth  Standard,  because  many 
who  passed  that  standard  were  still  very  young, 
and  he  did  not  think  they  could  be  shut  out 
from  the  schools  legally  till  they  were  fifteen. 
In  Auckland,  however,  there  were  far  more 
pupil-teachers  offering  than  were  wanted — 
there  were  sometimes  nearly  a  hundred  waiting 
for  engagements;  and,  to  prevent  themselves 
from  rusting  while  waiting,  they  continued  to 
attend  the  schools,  so  that  they  might  be  quite 
fresh  for  their  work  when  employment  came. 
He  did  not  support  the  payment  of  capitation 
on  that  class :  if  they  had  passed  both  the  Sixth 
Standard  and  the  age  of  fifteen,  and  still 
wished  to  attend  school,  they  should  pay  for 
themselves.  It  bad  been  said  by  some  honour- 
able members  that  one-seventh  of  the  commu- 
nity were  suffering  great  hardship  under  the 
present  system  because  their  children  could  not 
Mr.GoUliU 


attend  our  schools,  and  that  an  effort  should  be- 
made  to  give  them  some  assistance.  But  he 
believed  that,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  that  evil  was- 
less  by  a  half  than  it  was  said  to  be,  for  he  was 
convinced  that  about  ten  thousand  children  of 
Koman  Catholic  parents  were  attending  the 
State  schools.  He  arrived  at  that  in  this  way: 
Of  the  rest  of  the  community  the  children  at- 
tending school  were  22-73  per  cent.,  while  of  the 
Roman  Catholics  only  1045  per  cent,  were  at- 
tending their  own  schools ;  so  that,  assuming 
that  the  proportion  of  children  to  adults  was 
the  same  with  Catholics  as  with  Protestants, 
the  rest  attended  the  State  schools,  and  that 
would  be  at  least  ten  thousand.  He  knew  a 
school  in  the  Auckland  District  in  which  nearly 
all  the  children  belonged  to  Roman  Catholic 
parents,  and  therefore  it  could  not  be  truly 
said  that  Catholic  children  were  being  kept 
out  of  our  schools.  If  the  Roman  Catholica 
were  given  capitation  allowance  they  would  not 
be  satisfied  with  that ;  for  the  Naw  Zealand 
Tablet  of  the  11th  November,  1887,  says,— 

"  Mr.  Pyke's  Bill  does  not  propose  to  do  ns- 
fuU  justice,  or  place  us  on  a  footing  of  equality 
with  the  other  taxpayers  of  the  country.  The 
Bill  does  not  propose  to  give  us  building-grants, 
or  to  allow  our  children  to  hold  scholarships 
whilst  attending  Catholic  schools.  These  are 
serious  defects." 

This  fact,  and  the  fact  that  at  least  half  the 
Catholic  children  were  now  attending  Govern- 
ment schools,  should  not  be  lost  sight  of  in 
considering  this  question.  He  would  abolish 
tbe  training-colleges,  and  thought  it  s  great 
mistake  that  they  hcid  ever  been  established. 
In  Auckland  the  Board  had  been  reoeiving- 
£2,000  a  year  for  tbe  college ;  and  last  week 
the  Board  had  decided  to  ask  the  Government 
no  longer  to  pay  the  £2,000  a  year,  but  to  pay 
£750  instead,  to  be  used  in  another  way.  It 
had  been  said  that  these  colleges  offered  faci- 
lities for  the  children  of  poor  parents  to  get 
more  education;  but  that  was  not  the  ex- 
perience in  Auckland.  Dr.  Macarthor,  the 
Principal,  had  stated  that  during  six  years  h* 
hod  not  received  one  young  lady-pupil  who  had 
not  passed  the  E  examination  and  who  was 
not  therefore  already  qualified  to  bo  a  teacher. 
Most  of  the  pupils  in  the  college  were  yonng 
ladies,  and  the  college  drew  to  it  some  of  the 
best  of  the  young  teachers  who  were  already 
teaching,  and  gave  them  an  amount  of  theo- 
retical teaching  which  did  not  prove  of  mnch 
practical  value.  He  had  lately  met  in  Wel- 
lington a  lady  who  had  passed  through  the 
Auckland  Training  College,  who  told  him  that 
after  being  there  a  year,  and  going  back  to  the 
school  she  had  been  at  before,  the  headmaster 
told  her  she  was  very  much  worse  than  befor» 
leaving.  It  was  all  nonsense  to  say  that  the 
college  took  the  children  of  poor  parents  and 
did  them  a  great  benefit :  it  simply  took  a 
number  of  young  ladies  and  others  who  had 
passed  the  E  examination,  and  gave  them  far- 
ther training,  at  a  cost  to  the  State  of  £40  a 
year  each,  in  addition  to  the  actual  cost  of 
the  instruction  imparted.  As  he  had  said, 
they  were  nearly  all  ladies  who  passed  throngh 
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itho  college,  and  U  they  received  any  advan- 
'tage  from  attending  the  college  the  State  got 
very  little  benefit  from  it,  for  they  usually 
married  in  a  year  or  two  after  leaving  the  col- 
lege, and  left  the  service.  The  colleges  shoald 
-certainly  be  abolished,  and,  as  an  argument  for 
this,  he  might  mention  that  it  bad  been  found 
that  those  sent  from  the  Auckland  College  to 
take  charge  of  schools  bad  Trorse  results  than 
those  who  had  simply  been  educated  in  the 
■country  schools.  Although  he  believed  in  rais- 
ing the  school-age,  he  could  not  support  it  at 
present,  because  be  had  pledged  himself  to 
support  retrenchment  in  every  other  direction 
before  this  ;  but  as  to  the  other  proposals  of  the 
■Oovemment  he  should  support  them. 

Mr.  MOSS  said  the  real  question  before  the 
Committee  was,  whether  they  should,  under 
the  pretext  of  altering  the  school-age,  make 
some  reduction  in  the  amount  voted  for  the 
education  of  the  people.  Though  the  Minister 
-of  Education  had  made  a  clear  and  interesting 
statement,  going  fully  into  the  subject,  it  was 
manifest  iiie  honourable  gentleman  would  have 
been  more  pleased  if,  instead  of  asking  for 
authority  to  make  a  possibly  small  saving  of  a 
few  thousand  pounds  in  the  education  vote,  he 
•could  have  devoted  himself  to  showing  how  the 
system  could  be  improved — that  would  have 
been  much  more  congenial  to  the  honourable 
gentleman.  It  was  unfortunate  that  at  the 
-end  of  the  session  they  should  be  hurriedly  dis- 
■cussing  the  education  system,  not  with  the 
view  of  improving  it  and  putting  it  on  a  more 
■solid  foundation,  but  merely  with  the  view  of 
finding  a  pretejjt  whereby  to  cut  £15,000  oil 
the  vote — that  was  all  that  would  be  saved 
■during  the  remainder  of  this  year.  It  would 
be  much  better  to  say  at  once  that  this  sum 
must  be  cut  off  than  to  waste  time  in  seeking 
for  a  pretext  under  which  to  do  it.  He  should 
not  vote  for  the  reduction,  and  he  considered 
the  question  too  large  to  touch  in  this  way. 
There  were  those  who  had  hoped  that  our  edu- 
■cation  system  would  one  day  embrace  free 
tuition  not  only  in  the  primary  schools  but  in 
the  secondary  schools.  That  was  the  object 
many  hetd  kept  before  them  in  the  past,  and 
at  was  with  that  object  that  the  secondary- 
education  reserves  had  been  made.  They 
wanted  free  education  for  all  classes — there 
should  be  no  talk  of  rich  and  poor  in  this 
House  —  first  in  the  common  schools,  and 
.afterwards  in  the  secondary  schools  and  the 
nniversities.  Kow  that  idea  was  going  to  be 
abandoned,  not  because  the  system  of  educa- 
tion was  too  expensive,  not  because  it  had 
proved  to  be  inefficient,  but  because  they  had 
wasted  the  resources  of  the  colony  in  other 
■directions,  and  therefore  they  were  called  on 
to  curtail  on  this  pretext  the  work  in  which 
the  colony  was  engaged. 

Mr.  F I S  H  E  B .  —  Last  session  you  said 
£100,000  or  £150,000  could  be  saved  on  edu- 
cation. 

Mr.  MOSS  said,  to  the  General  Treasury, 
yes ;  but  not  so  long  as  the  House  takes  on 
itself  the  education  of  the  whole  colony.  If 
they  would  continue  that  responsibility,  they 


must  find  the  money  to  do  it  properly,  and  if 
they  found  the  money  they  should  take  control 
of  the  whole  afFair,  and  abolish  the  Boards. 
The  present  hybrid  system  was  wholly  wrong ; 
but  the  present  was  not  the  time  to  go  into  that 
question.  As  to  raising  the  school-age,  some 
children  could  very  well  attend  school  at  five 
— it  depended  on  the  constitution  and  tem- 
perament of  the  child.  In  the  United  States 
the  commencing  school-age  was  in  some  State* 
four — from  four  to  twenty,  starting  with  the 
kindergarten  and  ending  at  the  university — 
free  secondary  schools  and  free  universities. 
There  the  system  was  truly  national,  and  that 
was  what  we  should  aim  at.  It  was  our  first 
duty  to  educate  the  people,  and  it  was  shame- 
ful to  say  that  we  could  not  afEord  to  educate 
our  people — the  first  duty  of  a  free  State — when 
we  could  afford  to  borrow  money  for  all  kinds 
of  luxuries.  The  training-schools  had  been 
said  to  be  useless.  If  so,  it  was  because  we 
made  an  improper  use  of  them.  The  use  of 
these  institutions  was  to  train  teachers  to 
habits  of  patience,  and  to  methods  of  teach- 
ing, rather  than  to  impart  knowledge.  Train- 
ing-schools were  a  necessity  if  we  were  to  have 
good  teaching.  As  to  stopping  at  the  Sixth 
Standard,  he  disagreed  with  that,  for  if  we  were 
to  have  a  truly  national  system  we  must  look 
forward  to  the  secondary  schools  and  universi- 
ties being  a  continuation  of  the  district  schools. 
With  much  that  the  honourable  member  for 
Linwood  had  said  he  agreed — it  was  an  excel- 
lent speech  ;  but,  when  the  honourable  gentle- 
man spoke  of  teachers  appointed  by  the  Govern, 
ment  being  free  and  independent  of  the  School 
Committees,  he  made  a  mistake.  A  teacher 
who  did  not  work  with  the  School  Committee 
would  be  so  worried  that  he  could  not  retain 
his  position.  The  School  Committees  were  an 
essential  part  of  the  system.  They  were  the 
only  real  element  of  local  government  in  the 
whole  system.  The  Boards  he  had  not  the 
same  regard  for ;  and  if  there  was  to  be  a  cen- 
tral system  they  were  altogether  out  of  place. 
If  consideration  of  the  question  were  left  over 
until  next  session,  the  Minister  would  have 
time  to  go  into  it  fully,  and  be  able  to  come 
down  with  some  proposals  of  a  larger  character, 
making,  he  hoped,  the  system  a  really  local 
system,  and  relieving  the  General  Government 
of  much  of  the  responsibility  which  now  rested 
upon  them;  making  the  School  Committees  a 
great  fact,  and  the  Education  Boards  living 
powers,  instead  of  mere  surplusage  as  they 
were  in  present  arrangements.  The  real  object 
of  this  debate  was  to  enable  the  General  Go- 
vernment to  spend  less  money ;  and  how  much 
did  they  expect  to  save  this  year?  £10,000  or 
£15,000.  Was  it  worth  while  to  derange  the 
whole  system  for  the  sake  of  that  sum?  Was 
it  worth  while  to  taJce  action  which  would 
injure  the  one  great  institution  upon  which 
the  whole  future  of  the  country  depended  ? 
Surely  it  was  better  to  let  the  matter  stand 
over  till  next  ses^on,  when  the  Minister  would, 
no  doubt,  be  prepared  to  come  down  and  make 
it  a  matter  of  larger  local  responsibility  and 
control. 
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Mi.  MABGHAKT  said  that  the  general  feel- 
ing of  the  country,  aa  expressed  at  the  last 
election,  was  that  the  cost  of  education  weib 
heavier  than  it  could  afiord,  and  that  the 
country  did  not  get  value  for  its  money ;  and 
he  contended  that  the  evidence  taken  by  the 
Committee  vrhich  had  sat  on  the  subject  bore 
out  the  impression  which  people  generally  had 
formed.  He  thought  that  the  thanks  of  the 
country  vrere  due  to  the  Minister  of  Educa- 
tion for  the  proposals  he  had  brought  down. 
He  could  not  say  that  he  agreed  with  every 
one  of  the  proposals,  but  he  did  approve  of  the 
economical  spirit  in  which  the  proposals  were 
framed.  He  was  thoroughly  in  accord  with 
the  proposal  to  raise  the  school-age,  especially 
in  view  of  the  pledge  of  the  Minister  that  no 
country  school  should  be  closed.  It  was  no- 
thing but  the  dread  of  the  country  schools 
being  closed  that  prevented  the  people  from 
demanding  that  the  school-age  should  be  raised 
to  seven  years.  As  to  reducing  the  capitation 
i^lowance  by  4s.,  he  liad  a  little  doubt  as  to 
whether  it  would  be  wise  to  make  the  re- 
duction all  at  once.  He  should  prefer  to  see 
it  made  in  two  instalments,  believing  that 
they  could  avoid  embarrassing  the  Education 
Boards'  finance  in  that  way.  He  should  be 
well  pleased  if  the  Minister  of  Education  could 
see  his  way  to  modify  his  proposals  in  that 
matter.  As  to  normal  schools,  he  could  not 
see  why  the  teacher  should  be  educated  and 
trained  at  the  expense  of  the  State,  any  more 
than  doctors,  dentists,  lawyers,  or  shoemaJcers. 
Therefore  he  was  in  accord  with  the  proposal. 
But,  as  to  the  proposal  to  substitute  strict 
average  for  working  uverage,  he  must  confess 
that  he  had  some  doubts  as  to  its  desirableness. 
He  was  afraid  that  in  country  districts  where 
bad  weather  and  bad  roads  formed  a  large 
factor  in  regulating  the  attendance  it  would 
have  a  very  prejudicial  effect  upon  the  finances 
of  the  Board,  especially  where  the  Boards  had 
but  one  borough  within  their  boundaries,  and 
many  small  schools — ^such  a  district  as  Taia- 
naki,  for  instance.  It  would  certainly  lead  to 
difficulty,  and  he  should  feel  it  to  be  his  duty 
to  vote  against  that  proposal.  With  that  ex- 
ception he  was  thoroughly  in  accord  with  the 
proposals  of  the  Minister.  He  did  not  think 
that  there  was  the  least  fear  that  the  cause 
of  education  would  suffer  by  adopting  them, 
and  he  maintained  it  was  the  real  friends  of 
education  who  were  in  favour  of  these  reduc- 
tions. He  believed  the  time  was  not  far  dis- 
tant when  the  Consolidated  Fund  would  not 
be  able  to  bear  the  whole  of  the  charges  that 
were  cast  upon  it.  Year  by  year  they  found 
the  Government  trying  to  relieve  the  Consoli- 
dated Fund.  They  saw  the  late  Government 
relieving  it  of  the  charge  of  hospitals  and 
charitable  aid ;  and  he  found  this  year  that  the 
subsidies  to  local  bodies  were  to  be  reduced, 
while  other  charges  were  also  to  be  reduced, 
making  a  total  reduction  of  £87,000  —  all  at 
the  expense  of  the  road -making  bodies.  If 
the  cost  of  education  were  not  kept  within 
moderate  bounds,  there  would  be  soon  an  out- 
cry against  the  system  all  over  the  country, 


which  would  imperil  its  existence.  Bnt  it 
was  not  in  regard  to  primary  schools  alone  that 
he  would  like  to  see  a  reduction  efiected,  but 
also  in  regard  to  the  higher  schools.  He  main- 
tained that  these  schools  were  nothing  bnt 
class  schools,  and  they  ought  not  to  be  kept 
up  at  the  expense  of  the  country.  He  hoped 
the  Minister  would  during  the  recess  devote 
his  attention  to  this  matter  of  secondary 
schools,  and  see  whether  he  could  not  devisa 
some  plan  for  nationalising  the  reserves  that 
were  devoted  to  that  purpose  and  putting  the 
proceeds  into  a  common  fund ;  also  for  altering 
the  system  in  such  a  way  that  children  living  in 
the  country  should  be  placed  on  the  same  foot- 
ing as  children  living  in  the  towns — that  was 
to  say,  that  entrance  to  these  schools  should 
be  by  scholarships. 

Mr.  K.  H.  J.  BEEVES  agreed  with  the 
honourable  member  who  had  just  sat  down» 
more  particularly  in  reference  to  what  he  had 
Bsad  on  the  subject  of  secondary  education. 
He  thought  that,  if  they  educated  children  up' 
to  the  Sixth  Standard,  that  was  all  that  was 
required  to  be  done  by  the  State.  Children 
who  showed  an  aptitude  for  the  higher  classea 
should  receive  extra  tuition  if  their  parenta 
were  able  to  afford  it.  He  regretted  that  the 
honourable  gentleman  in  charge  of  these  esti- 
mates could  not  see  his  way  to  withdraw  the 
vote  under  this  head.  It  seemed  to  him  a  farce 
to  attempt  to  take  off  £60,000,  when  at  the 
same  time  they  heard  of  a  sum  being  proposed 
for  defence  amounting  to  £176,000,  which  was- 
wholly  unnecessary.  He  should  concent  him- 
self by  simply  stating  that  he  should  be  com- 
pelled— and  he  much  regretted  it — to  give  his. 
vote  against  the  proposal. 

Mr.  BOSS  said  this  question  had  been  pretty 
well  threshed  out  now,  and  he  had  been  wait- 
ing for  the  last  six  hours  to  hear  the  division- 
bell.  During  the  late  election  contest  he  had 
occasion  to  address  several  meetings,  at  which 
there  was  an  expression  of  opinion  by  the  elec- 
tors witli  regard  to  this  subject.  The  whole 
of  the  electors  he  met  were  in  favour  of  » 
reduction  in  the  school -allowance,  bat  that 
the  schools  should  be  kept  as  they  were. 
Many  teachers  with  whom  he  had  come  in 
contact  were  quite  in  favour  of  reducing  the 
capitation -allowance.  He  had  read  all  the 
evidence  taken  on  this  subject  by  the  Educa- 
tion Committee,  and  he  had  also  read  several 
publications  on  the  subject.  There  was  one, 
which  had  been  published  by  the  Educational 
Institute  of  Otago,  which  was  well  worthy  the 
attention  of  every  member  of  tho  House ;  bat 
ho  would  not  detain  the  Committee  by  making 
any  extracts  from  that  work.  He  suggested  the 
Minister  should  agree  to  allow  the  matter  to 
stand  over  till  next  session. 

Mr.  FISHEB  said  that,  late  as  was  the  hour 
and  long  as  had  been  the  discussion,  he  felt  it 
incumbent  upon  him  to  offer  a  few  remarks 
upon  the  speeches  which  had  been  delivered  in 
the  course  of  the  discussion.  Many  honourable 
members  had  been  good  enough  to  give  their 
views  upon  what  they  believed  to  be  the  mean- 
ing of  the  Education  Act  and  the  intentiona  of 
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ita  framers.  It  had  been  his  advantage  to  have 
had  a  good  deal  of  commvmioation  with  those 
who  framed  the  Education  Aol,  and  vrith  those 
who  oomposed  the  Ministry  that  passed  it.  He 
was  in  a  position  to  say,  from  vrbat  they  told 
him,  that  the  original  intention  was  that  the 
State  should  pay  only  upon  the  compulsory 
l^es — namely,  from  seven  to  thirteen  years. 
There  was  a  further  point  he  wished  to  men- 
tion, and  that  was  this :  that  a  great  deal  of 
credit  was  given  to  a  gentleman  in  this  colony 
who  was  very  justly  regarded  as  an  educational 
enthusiast,  but  who  was  regarded  as  the  cham- 
pion of  the  common -school  system  of  this 
colony.  He  thought  this  an  appropriate  occa- 
sion upon  which  to  mention  that  the  author 
and  champion  of  our  present  education  sys- 
tem was  Mr.  Charles  Christopher  Bowen,  the 
introducer  of  the  Education  Act,  who  hod  to 
encounter  a  good  deal  of  opposition  from  Mr. 
Stout,  who  was  a  member  of  the  House  when 
the  Bill  was  introduced  in  1877.  He  (Mr. 
Fisher)  claimed,  himself,  to  rank  as  one  of  the 
strongest  friends  to  the  common-school  system. 
The  honourable  member  for  Dunedin  Central 
said  it  was  premature  to  propose  anything  this 
session.  It  was  open  to  any  one  to  say  that  of 
any  proposal.  Some  honourable  members  were 
as  tenacious  of  their  own  opinions  in  regard  to 
the  particular  mode  to  be  adopted  as  were  cer- 
tain theologians  in  regard  to  their  particular 
tenets.  They  would  never  recede  one  step 
in  the  attitude  they  took  up.  The  honourable 
member  for  Dunedin  Central  said  it  was  pos- 
sible to  reduce  the  cost  of  the  education  sys- 
tem by  £100,000 ;  but  he  was  careful  not  to 
mention  how  this  could  be  done.  That  honour- 
able member  also  made  some  disparaging  re- 
marks in  regard  to  Dr.  Brown,  who,  in  addition 
to  being  a  medical  man,  was  Chairman  of  the 
£dacation  Board  of  Otago.  He  was  bound  to 
say  that  that  gentleman  was  one  of  the  keenest, 
ablest,  and  most  powerful  reasoners  upon  this 
qaestion  that  he  ever  had  the  pleasure  df  listen- 
ing to.  One  honourable  member  went  so  far  as 
to  say  that  Dr.  Brown  was  a  medical  man,  it 
was  true,  but  that  he  was  not  an  educational  ex- 
pert, and  therefore  was  not  a  reliable  authority. 
He  was  a  University  man,  and  was  Chairman  of 
the  Otago  Education  Board,  and,  if  these  two 
qualifications  did  not  entitle  him  to  express  an 
authoritative  opinion  upon  this  question,  it 
was  hard  to  say  what  would  entitle  any  man 
to  express  an  opinion.  Now,  the  honourable 
member  for  Hawke's  Bay  had  given  them  a 
great  deal  of  valuable  information  in  regard 
to  this  question,  and  had  shown  clearly  how 
the  system  could  be  improved  there.  The 
only  weakness  in  his  whole  argument  was  the 
statement  that  he  hoped  the  Seventh  Standard 
would  not  be  done  away  with.  He  (Mr.  Fisher) 
would  undertake  to  say  that  not  one  man  in  a 
thousand  in  the  colony  knew  anything  of  the 
existence  of  a  Seventh  Standard.  He  was  the 
more  surprised  at  the  statement  of  the  honour- 
able member  for  Napier  when  he  remem- 
bered that  in  the  Hawke's  Bay  District,  when 
the  return  for  1886  was  made  up,  there  were 
only  twelve  pupils  who  were  in  the  Seventh 


Standard ;  while  under  the  Otago  Educa- 
tion Board  there  were  some  221  pupils  in 
the  Seventh  Standard.  He  undertook  to  say 
that,  if  the  great  mass  of  the  people  of  the 
colony  who  had  to  pay  for  the  maintenance 
of  this  system  were  aware  of  the  fact,  strong 
as  they  were  for  the  maintenance  of  the  Fifth 
and  Sixth  Standards,  they  would  have  a  very 
strong  objection  to  pay  for  the  maintenance  of 
the  Seventh  Standard  ;  for  the  common  impres- 
sion of  the  mass  nf  the  people  was  that  the  Stats 
went  far  enough  when  it  educated  children  as 
far  as  the  Sixth  Standard.  He  wished  only  to 
touch  upon  one  or  two  points,  notably  those 
raised  by  the  honourable  members  for  Caver- 
sham  and  Dunedin  East — of  course  the  remark 
had  been  made  by  other  honourable  members, 
but  he  referred  to  those  honourable  gentle- 
men especially  because  they  were  aware  of  tho 
evidence  that  had  been  given  before  the  Com- 
mittee. Both  these  honourable  gentlemen 
said  that  the  matter  ought  to  be  allowed  to 
stand  over  till  the  next  session.  Now,  he 
asked  whether  it  was  fair  to  the  country  that 
a  matter  like  this,  in  which  it  was  possible 
to  effect  great  saving,  should  be  allowed  to 
stand  over  until  next  session,  when  three- 
fourths  of  the  colony  had  spontaneously  said 
that  in  this  department  it  was  possible  for 
very  considerable  retrenchment  to  be  made. 
The  Provincial  Districts  of  Auckland,  Hawke's 
Bay,  and  Otago  hod  said  it  was  possible  to 
carry  on  the  education  system,  without  impair- 
ing its  efficiency,  at  a  considerable  reduction. 
The  Education  Board  of  Otago,  before  the  pro- 
posals of  the  Government  had  assumed  any 
definite  shape,  sent  to  the  Government  to  say 
that  they  were  prepared  to  effect  reductions 
to  the  extent  of  £8,500  or  £9,000.  Were 
they  to  send  back  to  these  three  Boards  and 
say  that  they  did  not  want  the  Boards  to 
effect  these  reductions?  He  thought  that  to 
do  that  would  be  to  put  the  Parliament,  the 
Government,  and  the  Education  Department 
in  a  very  ridiculous  position.  He  should  not 
reply  to  the  remarks  of  the  honourable  member 
for  Kumara.  He  was  not  surprised  at  a  ripe 
and  rare  old  Tory,  sucli  as  the  honourable 
gentleman  was,  making  the  remarks  ho  had  mode 
with  regard  to  the  Seventh  Standard,  and  the 
Civil  Service  being  closed  against  the  people. 
He  did  not  think  the  Civil  Service  was  a  great 
goal  to  strive  for,  and  he  would  take  care  that 
none  of  his  boys,  at  all  events,  entered  the  Civil 
Service.  The  objection  that  if  the  children  were 
not  in  school  they  would  necessarily  be  in  the 
gutters  was  a  very  strong  and  unwarrantable 
reflection  upon  the  parents  of  the  colony.  He 
would  not  follow  the  discussion,  but  would  say 
that,  although  it  had  been  long,  it  had  been 
legitimate  and  profitable.  By  "  profitable,"  he 
meant  that  honourable  members  who.  had 
spoken  had  spoken  with  the  legitimate  object 
of  contributing  so  far  as.  they  could  to  the 
stock  of  information  upon  the  subject. 

Mr.  TAIWHANGA  meant  to  speak  on  this 
question  if  he  stayed  a  month  to  do  it,  as  it  was 
a  great  and  important  question.  He  had  been 
concerned  over  the  education  question  smce 
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1876,  when  he  gave  a  Bill  to  amend  the  Na- 
tive School  Act  to  Mr.  Sbeehan,  -who  had  pro- 
bably put  it  under  the  table.  He  had  even 
pleaded  with  the  Qovernor  himself  about  this 
question  of  education,  which  was  the  most  im- 
portant thing  in  the  world,  the  foundation  of 
all  nations ;  but  nothing  had  been  done.  The 
education  of  the  Maoris  was  as  nothing;  but 
they  shonld  have  the  administration  of  their 
own  land,  and  educate  their  own  children.  He 
did  not  blame  the  white  people,  but  he  blamed 
the  Maoris  themselves,  for  they  had  the  matter 
in  their  own  hands.  They  had  the  land,  but  if 
they  let  that  slip  they  could  do  nothing.  The 
Maoris  did  not  get  fair-play  in  this  matter  of 
education,  and  he  would  like  to  know  what  the 
result  must  be  in  fifty  years.  All  the  money 
that  was  being  spent  on  Maori  education  was 
simply  wasted.  For  twenty  years  money  had 
been  expended  under  the  Native  Schools  Act, 
but  no  good  had  been  done ;  the  Maoris  had 
not  been  educated  —  not  so  much  as  he  had 
been — and  he  had  only  learned  what  he  could 
himself. 

The  Committee    divided    on    the   question, 
"  That  the  vote  be  reduced  by  £5." 


Blake 

Brown 

Buohanan 

Buxton 

Cad  man 

Fold  wick 

Eraser 

Qoldie 

Orimmond 

Oainness 

Hutchison 

Iiard 


Allen 

Anderson 

Atkinson 

Bruce 

Codson 

Fergus 

Fisher 

Fitzherbert 

Hislop 

Jackson 


Ates,  35. 
Jones 
Joyce 
Kerr 
Lawry 
Levestam 
Macarthur 
McGregor 
Moat 
Kewman 
O'Callaghan 
Perceval 
Reeves,  W.  P. 

Noes,  29. 
Kelly 
Lance 

Mackenzie,  T. 
Mitchelson 
Monk 
Ormond 
Pearson 
Ricliardson,  0. 
Samuel 
Steward,  W.  J. 


Ross 

Seddon 

Smith 

Stewart,  W.  D. 

S.-Menteath 

Taylor 

Thompson,  T. 

TnrnbuU 

WaUcer. 

Tellert. 
Duncan 
Fitchett. 


Taipua 

Taiwhanga 

Tanner 

Thompson,  B. 

Whyte 

Wilson 

Withy. 

Tellert. 
Fish 
Marchant. 


PXIBS. 

For. 
Barron 
Grey 
Loughrey 
McKenzie,  3. 
Moss 

Reeves,  R.  H.  J. 
Rhodes 

Richardson,  E. 
Seymour 
Vogel 
Ward. 


Againtt. 
Mackenzie,  M.  J.  S. 
Hobbs 
Mills 
Peacock 
Carroll 
Hodgkinson 
Lamach 
Beetham 
Pyke 
Valentine 
Hall. 


Majority  for,  6. 

Motion  agreed  to.    Therefore  sohool-age  not 
to  be  raised  to  six  years. 
Mr.  Taiwluinga 


The  Committee  divided   on   the    qnestioB, 

"  That  the  sum  be  further  rcdooad  by  £5." 


Blake 

Brown 

Grimmond 

Guinness 

Jones 

Joyce 

Allen 

Anderson 

Atkinson 

Beetham 

Bruce 

Buchanan 

Codman 

Carroll 

Dodson 

Duncan 

Feldwick 

Fergus 

Fisher 

Fish 

Fitzherbert 

Fraser 

Goldia 

Uislop 


Ayes,  15. 
Kerr 

Levestam 
Macarthur 
O'Callaghan 
Perceval 

Noes,  51. 
Hutchison 
Izard 
Jackson 
Kelly 
Lance 
Lawry 

Mackenzie,  T. 
McGregor 
McKenzie,  J. 
Mitchelson 
Moat 
Monk 
Newman 
Ormond 
Parata 
Pearson 
Reeves,  W.  P. 


Tanner 
Taylor. 

Teliert. 
Fitchett 
Seddon. 


Richardaon,  Q. 

Ross 

Samuel 

Seymour 

Steward,  W.  J. 

Stewart,  W.  D. 

S.-Menteath 

Taipua 

Taiwhanga 

Thompson,  R. 

Thompson,  T. 

Tumbull 

Walker 

Withy. 

Tellera. 
Marohant 
WiUon. 


Paibs. 


For. 
Barron 
Buxton 
Loughrey 
Reeves,  B.  H.  J. 
Smith 
Vogel 
W*id. 


Againtt. 
Mackenzie,  IU.S. 
Richardson,  £. 
Peacock 
Hodgkinaoa 
Whyte 
Valentine 
Mills. 


Majority  against,  36. 

Motion  negatived.  Therefore  capitation  al- 
lowance of  4s.  per  head  to  be  abolished. 

The  Committee  divided  on  the  qnestion, 
"  That  the  vote  be  further  reduced  by  £4." 


Blake 

Brown 

Buxton 

Cadman 

Duncan 

Feldwick 

Fitzherbert 

Fraser 

Goldie 

Grimmond 

Guinness 

Atkinson 

Beetham 

Bruce 

Buohanan 

Dodson 

Fergus 

Fisher 

Fish 

Hislop 

Izard 

Jackson 

Lauoa 


Ayes,  30. 
Hutchison 
Jones 
Joyce 
Kelly 
Kerr 

Levestam 
Macarthur 
McGregor 
Moat 
O'Callaghan 

Nobs,  33. 
Lawry 

Mackenzie,  T. 
Mitchelson 
Monk 
Newman 
Oimond 
Pearson 
Richardson,  G. 
Ross 
Samuel 
Seymour 


Parata 

Perceval 

Reeves,  W.  P. 

Seddon 

Steward,  W.  J. 

Tanner 

Taylor. 

Tellert. 
Fitchett 
Walker. 


Stewart,  W.  D. 
S.-Menteath 
Taiwhanga 
Thompson,  R. 
Thompson,  T. 
Tumbull 
WUson 
Witiy. 

TeUsrt. 
Anderson 
Marchant. 
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Paibs. 


For. 

Against. 

Barron 

MackeDzie,M.J.S 

McKensie,  3. 

Peacock 

Mq88 

Carroll 

Reeves,  B.  H.  J. 

Hodgkinson 

Smith 

Whyte 
Mills. 

•Ward. 

Majority  against,  3. 

Motion  negatived.  Therefore  "  strict  ave- 
rage "  to  be  substituted  for  "  working  average." 

The  Committee  divided  on  the  question, 
"  That  the  vote  be  further  reduced  by  £3." 


Aykb,  19 

. 

Barron 

Moat 

Taylor 

Blake 

Parata 

Walker 

Buxton 

Perceval 

Wilson. 

Dnncan 

Reeves,  W.  P. 

Jones 

Seddcn 

TelUn. 

Jovce 

Steward,  W. 

3.  Fitchett 

Kelly 

Stewart,  W. 
NoKS,  iS 

D.  O'Callaghan. 

Anderson 

Hislop 

Richardson,  0 

Atkinson 

Hutchison 

Ross 

Beetham 

Izard 

Samuel 

Bruce 

Kerr    • 

Seymour 

Buchanan 

Lawry 

S.-Menteath 

Cadman 

Levestam 

Taiwhanga 

Dodson 

Macarthur 

Tanner 

Feldvrick 

Mackenzie, 

T.    Thompson,  R. 

Fergus 

Marchant 

Thompson,  T. 

Fisher 

McGregor 

TumbuU 

Fish 

Mitchelson 

Withy. 

Fitzherbert 

Monk 

Goldie 

Newman 

Tellera. 

Orinunond 

Ormond 

Praser 

Guinness 

Pearson 
Paibs. 

Jackson. 

For 

, 

Agaitut. 

Carroll 

Moss 

Hodgkinson 

Reeves,  R.  H.  J. 

Peacock 

McKenzie,  3. 

Valentine 

Vogel 
Mills. 

Ward. 

Majority  against,  24. 

Motion  negatived.  Therefore  training  col- 
leges to  be  abolished, 

Mr.  OUINNESS  moved  a  reduction  of  £2,  as 
an  indication  that  no  more  sums  were  to  be 
placed  on  the  estimates  for  higher  education. 

Mr.  BRUCE  regarded  this  as  the  most  im- 
portant motion  that  had  been  made  that  even- 
ing. It  meant,  if  carried,  that  the  colony  was 
not  prepared  to  continue  this  higher  education 
of  which  so  much  had  been  heard.  He  felt 
•ttongly  on  this  question,  and  he  had  given 
•zpreKsion  to  that  feeling  on  several  occasions 
during  last  Parliament,  and  he  was  entirely  in 
aocord  with  the  motion  moved  by  the  honour- 
able member  for  Oreymouth.  The  honourable 
memberfor  Pamell,  who,  ho  was  sorry  to  notice, 
was  not  in  his  place,  had  referred  to  the  ques- 
tion of  higher  education  in  America.  Probably 
he  (Mr.  Bruce)  knew  about  as  much  of  the 
United  States  as  any  honourable  member  in  the 
House,  and  he  knew  that  American  opinion 


was  strongly  in  favour  of  primary  education, 
and  not  of  higher  education ;  and  the  most 
thoughtful  men  in  America  were  in  favour  of 
abolishing  higher  education.  The  honourable 
member  for  Dunedin  West  said  "  No ; "  but 
he  would  point  to  a  very  much  higher 
authority  than  even  his  honourable  friend 
— Professor  Smith,  who  thought  it  necessary 
to  call  the  attention  of  the  British  Associa- 
tion to  the  American  opinion  of  higher  educa- 
tion. He  believed  the  value  of  education  was 
very  much  overrated.  He  believed  if  they  gave 
children  an  opportunity  of  being  educated  up 
to  the  Sixth  Standard  they  placed  the  key  of 
knowledge  in  their  hands,  and  any  position  in 
the  (!blony  was  open  to  them.  Some  honour- 
able members  in  Committee  had  given  their 
own  experiences.  Let  him  cite  his  experience. 
He  was  nine  years  of  age  when  his  English 
education  was  completed.  That  was  most  of 
the  education  he  had  had;  and,  still,  one  of 
the  most  important  constituencies  of  the  colony 
had  thought  he  was  sufficiently  educated  to 
represent  them  in  that  Chamber.  He  thought 
that  if  they  educated  their  children  up  to  the 
Sixth  Standard  they  had  done  all  they  ought 
to  do. 

Dr.  FITCHETT  asked  that  the  question  of 
higher  education  should  be  tested  on  its  merits, 
which  could  not  be  done  then,  for  they  must 
have  full  information,  and  a  reasonable  time 
to  consider  it.' 

Mr.  LEVESTAM  was  surprised  at  the  Minis- 
ter of  Education,  who  wanted  to  reduce  the 
expenditure  on  education,  but  wished  to  take 
it  from  the  poorer  classes.  If  the  rednotion 
were  to  begin  with  higher  education,  he  would 
have  supported  him.  He  should  vote  against 
State  support  of  higher  education,  as  he  had 
always  done. 

Mr.  McGregor  moved  to  reduce  the  vote 
by  £500. 

Mr.  ALLEN  thought  the  Committee  should 
pause  before  striking  out  this  vote.  He  had 
been  consistent  in  wishing  for  the  reduction  of 
expenditure;  but,  if  they  wished  this  colony  to 
succeed,  they  must  maintain  the  higher  educa- 
tion. He  was  perfectly  sure  that  the  primary 
education  would  be  perfectly  useless  in  fitting 
the  people  of  this  colony  for  competition  with 
the  people  of  other  nations,  unless  they  had 
also  the  higher  education.  The  tendency  of 
public  opinion  in  other  countries  was  to  make 
the  higher  as  well  8.S  the  primary  education 
free ;  and,  if  we  could  afford  it,  he  would  be 
glad  to  see  it  free  in  this  country  also. 

Mr.  DUNCAN  considered  the  honourable 
member  for  Dunedin  East  had  been  inconsis- 
tent in  the  votes  he  had  given,  because  he  had 
voted  to  reduce  the  primary  education. 

Mr.  TANNER  maintained  that  the  education 
in  the  secondary  schools,  which  consisted  of 
instruction  in  the  dead  languages,  statics,  and 
hydrostatics,  was  not  necessary  to  a  boy  who 
had  to  earn  his  livelihood  by  manual  labour. 

Mr.  LEVESTAM  also  thought  the  honour- 
able member  for  Dunedin  East  very  inconsis- 
tent.  If  they  mode  higher  education  free  to 
all,  he  would  agree  with  him ;  but,  as  it  was  at 
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present  administered,  the  system  was  simply  a 
memis  of  helping  the  rich  at  the  expense  of 
the  poor. 

Mr.  ALLEN  said  he  had  voted  in  the  man- 
ner he  had  done  with  respect  to  two  of  the 
questions  affecting  primary  education  in  order 
to  preserve  the  system,  being  afraid  that  public 
opinion  would  turn  against  the  system  and 
destroy  it  if  it  were  too  costly.  He  would  be 
glad  to  see  all  education  free,  so  that  every 
child  wlio  had  sufficient  ability  could  obtain 
the  higher  education.  It  was  by  the  educa- 
tion of  the  children  of  the  poor — not  pauper 
education,  but  a  thorough  education — that  we 
should  be  enabled  to  maintain  our  position  as 
a  nation. 

Llajor  STEWABD  said  there  would  not  be 
a  single  objection  to  this  vote  if  the  Minister 
proposed  to  devote  it  to  scholarships  obtainable 
by  competition ;  and  then  the  reproach,  which 
now  had  a  good  deal  of  force,  that  money  was 
voted  to  assist  those  who  did  not  require  it 
would  be  taken  away. 

Mr.  DUNCAN  thought  that  the  honourable 
member  for  Dunedin  East  should  endeavour 
to  save  higher  education  by  reducing  the  ex- 
penditure upon  it  in  the  way  be  claimed  to-  be 
defending  the  primary  system  from  assault. 
The  expenditure  on  secondary  education  was 
grossly  extravagant,  and  would  drag  it  down. 

Mr.  T.  MACKENZIE  said  there  was  the 
High  School  at  Akaroa  with  ten  children  at- 
tending it,  which  cost  £873  a  year,  or  at  the 
rate  of  £37  a  head,  although  there  was  an 
excellent  primary  school  in  the  neighbourhood. 
That  was  sufficient  indication  that  they  should 
put  a  stop  to  this  system. 

Mr.  MABCHANT  hoped  that  every  Liberal 
member  would  vote  for  the  reduction,  not  be- 
cause there  was  any  objection  to  higher  educa- 
cation,  but  because  of  the  way  in  which  it  was 
administered.  These  schools  were  simply  class 
schools,  and  it  was  to  that  that  the  House  and 
the  country  objected.  If  admission  to  them 
were  by  means  of  scholartkips  from  the  pri- 
mary schools  they  would  be  welcome  to  every- 
body. If  an  opportunity  were  given  of  voting 
against  the  University  system,  he  would  vote 
in  the  same  way  as  on  this  question,  to  show 
his  disapproval  of  the  administration. 

Mr.  HISLOP  could  not  allow  any  person  to 
say  that  he  would  lower  the  range  of  public 
education,  primary  or  otherwise.  The  vote  on 
primary  education  was  beside  this  question, 
because  no  person  voted  on  that  to  take  away 
the  advantages  of  the  system  from  any  child. 
It  would  have  been  a  sufficient  objection  to  the 
reduction  in  the  vote  had  it  been  proved  that  it 
would  impair  the  system ;  but  everybody  knew 
very  well  that  nothing  had  been  raised  so  much 
as  the  cost  of  primary  education  above  what  it 
was  years  ago.  With  regard  to  secondary  edu- 
cation, he  could  not  agree  with  the  honour- 
able member  for  Rangitikei  that  the  popular 
opinion  was  against  it  in  America.  Every 
thoughtful  mind  there  was  in  favour  of  it, 
and  the  fact  of  such  a  number  of  schools  being 
opened  there  showed  that  the  people  were  alive 
to  the  advantages  of  education.  Honourable 
Hr.  Levestam 


gentlemen  quoted  Goldwin  Smith;  but  it  ma 
not  to  him  they  should  go,  but  to  the  leaders  of 
public  opinion,  who  were  advocating  a  liberal 
movement  in  education.  If  they  read  the 
books  of  Fisk  and  others  of  the  same  class, 
thoy  would  find  that  the  chief  way  in  which 
the  system  had  grown  up  was  through  the  idea 
that  higher  education  should  be  spree^  mora 
thoroughly  among  the  people.  As  to  the  ad- 
ministration of  the  high  schools,  he  could  only 
suppose  that,  if  honourable  members  were  not 
satisfied  with  the  administration,  they  might 
with  reason  change  that  system,  but  not  take  it 
away  altogether.  An  honourable  gentleman 
gave  as  one  reason  for  objecting  to  thasa 
schools  that  they  were  class  schools.  Sven  if 
they  were,  he  would  support  them,  because 
there  could  be  nothing  worse  growing  up  in  &a 
colony  than  an  uneducated  wealthy  cla^. 

Mr.  TURNBULL.— Let  them  pay  for  it. 

Mr.  HISLOP  said  they  were  the  very  per- 
sons who  would  not  pay  for  it ;  but  it  was  aa 
absurdity  to  say  that  secondary-school  educa- 
tion was  class  education.  The  fees  paid  in  this 
colony  were  about  one-third  of  those  paid  at 
Home;  and  honourable  members  must  see 
that  by  reducing  the  fees  to  a  minimum  they 
were  opening  the  system  to  all  clasues,  besides 
having  a  scholarship  system  which  was  largely 
used.  Let  any  one  tfike  the  list  of  those  who 
obtained  scholarships,  and  he  would  find  that 
three  out  of  four  of  those  who  were  receiving 
secondary  education  were  those  who  could  not 
receive  it  if  they  had  to  pay  heavily  for  it.  He 
hoped  the  Committee  would  not  strike  ont  the 
vote. 

Mr.  LEVESTAM  was  surprised  at  the  speech 
just  delivered.  Did  the  honourable  gentleman 
call  any  one  a  Liberal  who  would  tax  the  many 
for  the  benefit  of  the  few,  particularly  when 
the  many  were  poor  and  the  few  rich  ?  The 
honourable  gentleman  said  the  cost  of  primary 
education  was  higher  than  it  was  years  ago ;  but 
of  course  it  would  increase  as  the  number  of 
children  increased.  As  to  the  cost  of  secondaiy 
education  being  only  one-third  of  that  which  it 
was  at  Home,  that  was  just  what  they  com- 
plained of,  inasmuch  as  those  who  sent  their 
children  to  those  schools  only  paid  a  small 
amount  of  the  cost,  and  the  poor  people  had  to 
pay  the  rest.  Although  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Dunedin  East  said  that  the  colony  could 
not  afford  the  cost  of  educattion,  he  was  ready 
to  vote  for  higher  education  and  against  primary 
education.  And  then  he  said  his  district  did 
not  benefit  by  this  vote  as  much  as  others  I  He 
was  surprised  at  the  honourable  gentleman. 

Mr.  R.  THOMPSON  thought  that  this  was 
the  most  sensible  amendment  proposed  that 
night,  and  was  surprised  at  the  Colonial  Secre- 
tary saying  that  the  wealthy  people  of  the 
colony  would  not  pay  for  the  education  of  their 
children.  He  thought  bettor  of  them  ;  but  ha 
felt  satisfied,  from  the  way  in  which  higher 
schools  were  conducted,  that  the  primary  edu- 
cation was  injured  by  those  schools.  The  colony 
was  not  in  a  position  to  carry  on  high  schools 
at  present,  and  therefore  he  would  vote  for  the 
amendment. 
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Hr.  SEDDON  said  he  found  from  the  return 
that  there  were  eighty-three  children  attending 
high  schools  under  ten  years  of  age,  and  1,191 
between  the  age  of  ten  and  fifteen,  making 
1,274  children  under  the  present  school-age 
attending  the  secondary  schools,  which  were 
costing  the  colony  something  like  £80,000  a 
year. 

Mr.  BBUCE  did  not  want  to  be  misunder- 
Btood  on  this  question.  The  colony  could  not 
afiord  to  educate  children  in  the  way  many 
would  wish,  and  he  believed  that  higher  educa- 
tion was  given  almost  entirely  to  the  children 
of  the  wealthy  classes,  and  it  was  given  in  the 
towns.  To  what  extent  could  children  of  the 
poor  in  the  country  take  advantage  of  these 
high  schooU  in  the  towns  ?  He  thought  that 
not  more  than  one  child  in  seven  ever  came  to 
the  towns  for  this  education,  and  they  were 
not  the  children  of  poor  parents.  The  conse- 
qnence  was  that  they  were  giving  the  children 
of  the  wealthy  high  education,  and  the  poor 
were  paying  for  it. 

Mr.  DUNCAN  said  on  every  platform  of  the 
colony  it  had  been  stated  that  the  higher-edu- 
cation system  had  been  mismanaged.  The 
district  he  came  from  furnished  a  good  sample 
of  the  mismanagement  of  the  system.  The 
expense  of  higher  education  in  that  district  was 
a  shame  to  them.  There  was  no  doubt  what- 
ever that  the  wh/sle  thing  would  be  swept  away 
were  some  alteration  not  made. 

Dr.  FITCHETT  recognised  a  great  deal  of 
force  in  the  charges  levelled  against  the  high 
schools.  They  were  in  a  great  measure  class 
schools,  and  children  attended  them  who  ought 
not  to  be  there,  but  who  should  be  in  the 
primary  schools.  Did  the  Committee  recognise 
this :  that  if  it  took  away  this  grant  it  would 
absolutely  shut  out  higher  education  from  poor 
children  ?  Let  the  system  be  looked  into  and 
reformed,  but  let  it  not  be  killed. 

The  Committee  divided  on  the  question, 
"  That  the  vote,  £360,624,  be  reduced  by  £2." 
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Motion  agreed  to,  as  indicating  the  wish  of 
the  Committee  that  the  cost  of  higher  educa- 
tion should  be  reduced. 

Mr.  FITZHERBERT  moved,  That  the  vote 
for  Native  schools  be  reduced  by  £1,  to  indi- 
cate the  desire  of  the  House  that  the  children 
of  both  races  should  be  put  on  an  equal  footing 
with  regard  to  education.  At  present  the  cost 
of  education  in  the  case  of  a  European  child 
was  £4,  while  a  Maori  child  cost  £10. 

Major  ATKINSON  said  if  these  Native 
schools  were  to  be  swept  away  the  Maori  child- 
ren would  be  deprived  of  education. 

Mr.  T.  MACKENZIE  thought  that  economy 
might  be  exercised  in  the  Native  schools.  In 
his  own  district  it  had  cost  £182  to  educate  six 
children  at  the  Native  school,  of  whom  four 
had  passed.  There  was  a  school  at  Riverton 
where  the  education  of  a  child  had  cost  £100. 

'Mr.  KELLY  hoped  the  motion  would  be 
withdrawn,  and  that  it  would  be  left  to  the 
Government  to  effect  whatever  economy  they 
could  in  this  department. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  said  there  were  three  Na- 
tive schools  carried  on  very  successfully  in  his 
district,  and  the  children  of  both  races  received 
instruction  at  these  establishments.  He  hoped 
the  motion  would  be  withdrawn,  and  that  the 
discussion  would  be  accepted  by  the  Govern- 
ment as  an  indication  that  economy  should  be 
effected  in  this  and  other  directions. 

Mr.  FISH  thought  it  would  be  quite  im- 
possible to  put  Maori  and  European  children 
on  exactly  the  same  level  in  the  matter  of 
education. 

Mr.  MOAT  would  support  the  vote,  be- 
cause a  great  deal  of  good  was  being  done  by 
these  schools.  The  honourable  member  for  the 
Northern  Maori  District  said  the  money  was 
being  thrown  away ;  but  possibly  he  might  have 
been  thinking  of  past  times.  At  one  time  that 
honourable  member  was  a  teacher  in  a  Native 
school  at  Kaikohe ;  and  in  1879  the  report  of 
the  Inspector  of  Schools  on  that  school  was  as 
follows : — 

"  For  all  practical  purposes  this  school  has 
no  existence.  I  found  the  teacher  absent,  and 
he  had  been  absent  for  weeks.  The  school, 
during  his  absence,  was  supposed  to  be  carried 
on  by  his  wife ;  but  school  bad  not  been  held 
for  some  time.  This  teacher  is  in  receipt  of  an 
allowance  for  boarders.  At  present  they  num- 
ber only  ten,  half  of  whom  are  his  own  children. 
These  ten,  of  whom  one  was  a  European  boy, 
mustered,  and  I  found  that  not  one  of  them 
could  read  such  words  as  '  dog,'  '  cat,'  &c. ; 
nor  could  they  do  the  simplest  sum  in  addition. 
The  building  in  which  the  school  is  supposed  to 
be  held  is  little  better  than  a  ruined  shanty, 
originally  belonging  to  the  teacher,  since  sold. 
It  is  now  occupied  as  a  schoolhouse  only  on 
sufferance.  There  is  a  large  Native  population 
at  Kaikohe,  which  is  a  flourishing  settlement ; 
and  were  a  school  built  here,  and  a  competent 
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teacher  appointed,  the  attendance  would  be 
numerous.  The  Natiyes  here,  as  elsewhere, 
recognise  the  necessity  of  a  school,  and  are 
willing  to  grant  land  for  that  purpose.  In  the 
event  of  a  new  school  being  built,  and  another 
teacher  being  appointed,  I  should  judge  the 
attendance  would  not  be  less  than  forty." 

If  the  money  was  spent  now  as  it  was  then, 
the  honourable  member  might  be  justified  in 
saying  that  it  was  thrown  away ;  but  he  (Mr. 
Hoat)  thought  the  system  had  been  entirely 
changed,  and  knew  it  was  producing  good 
results. 

Mr.  B.  THOMPSON  thought  these  Native 
schools  should  be  placed  under  the  Education 
Boards,  and  then  the  abuses  would  soon  be  got 
rid  of,  the  abuses  now  being  due  to  the  central 
management. 

Mr.  BHUGE  would  protest  in  the  strongest 
manner  possible  against  reducing  the  vote.  All 
the  reasons  given  for  educating  the  youth  of 
the  European  population  applied  with  even 
greater  force  to  the  Natives.  If  the  Native 
children  were  educated,  in  a  few  years  they 
would  be  able  to  transact  their  own  business, 
and  not  be  in  the  future,  as  unfortunately  they 
had  been  in  the  past,  at  the  mercy  of  a  few 
pakeha-Maoris,  who  had  a  monopoly  of  com- 
munication with  them.  However  possible  it 
might  be  theoretically  to  place  both  races  on 
the  same  footing  as  to  education,  it  was  pre- 
mature to  do  so  now ;  but  keeping  on  this 
vote  would  hasten  the  time.  He  looked  for- 
ward to  the  day  when  all  of  both  races  would 
be  placed  on  the  same  level ;  but  in  many  dis- 
tricts now  it  was  impossible  to  educate  both 
races  together,  because  there  were  no  Euro- 
peans there,  and  therefore  it  was  a  matter  of 
necessity  to  have  purely  Native  schools.  He 
hoped  the  vote  would  not  be  reduced  by  a 
penny. 

Mr.  PITZHERBERT  said  his  object  was  to 

give  the  Maoris  a  better  education.  The 
onourable  member  for  the  Eastern  Maori  Dis- 
trict hod  told  them  that  he  hod  been  working 
for  it  for  years — that  ho  wanted  the  Maoris  to 
be  placed  on  the  same  footing  and  to  have  as 
good  an  education  as  the  Europeans,  their  pre- 
sent education  being  very  bod.  As  it  was  now, 
the  money  was  nearly  all  wasted.  What  he 
(Mr.  Fitzherbert)  wished  was  that  the  House 
should  convey  an  intimation  to  the  Government 
that  the  Maori  children  should  get  a  better 
education  at  less  cost,  and  that,  as  far  as  pos- 
sible, the  Maoris  should  be  placed  on  the  same 
footing  in  regard  to  education  as  the  Euro- 
peans. Even  in  purely  Native  districts  Maori 
schools  could  be  worked  on  the  same  system  as 
the  schools  for  white  children.  He  objected  to 
the  waste  of  money  on  the  present  system,  and 
wished  the  House  to  show  the  Government 
that  it  desired  the  matter  should  be  taken  into 
oonsideration  during  the  recess,  and  prudently 
revised. 

Major  ATKINSON  said  the  honourable 
gentleman  might  have  known  from  the  pro- 
mises of  the  Government  that  they  would  care- 
fully deal  with  this  department  as  with  all 
others.  At  first  the  honourable  gentleman  told 
itr.  Moat 


them  he  wanted  to  strike  off  the  whole  vote, 
but  now  he  said  he  only  wanted  to  convey  an 
intimation  to  the  Government  as  to  what  should 
be  done  hereafter. 

Mr.  CARROLL  hoped  the  proposal  for  re- 
duction would  not  be  carried.  His  reason  for 
wishing  that  was  the  same  as  that  of  the  pro- 
poser for  wishing  that  it  should  be  carried. 
That  honourable  gentleman  said  the  Maoris 
should  be  put  on  the  same  footing  as  Euro- 
peans. The  only  way  to  attain  that  was  by 
educating  the  Maoris.  There  were  several  dis- 
tricts in  the  North  Island  in  which  there  were 
no  European  schools  or  European  children, 
and  in  such  districts  schools  must  be  provided 
for  the  Native  children.  Of  course  the  honour- 
able gentleman  was  perfectly  right  in  speaking 
about  the  Hutt  or  Wellington,  or  any  place 
where  the  European  population  was  in  excesg 
of  the  Native  population.  In  all  such  pla>oes  the 
Native  children  would  be  much  better  educated 
by  going  to  the  European  schools,  which  they 
did  in  many  coses ;  and  he  knew  also  many 
cases  of  European  children  going  to  Kative 
schools,  because  there  were  localities  in  which 
there  were  very  few  European  children  and  a 
large  number  of  Natives,  and  there  that  waa 
the  only  means  the  European  children  had  of 
being  educated.  He  did  not  think  the  proposed 
reduction  would  bring  about  any  difference  at 
all,  but  he  would  say  that  it  was  the  duty  of 
the  House  to  let  the  Maoris  have  as  much 
education  as  they  possibly  could  have,  consider- 
ing that  the  Natives  had  been  very  unsel£.sh  in 
the  past  in  the  matter  of  providing  for  educa- 
tion. In  nearly  every  district  in  the  North 
Island  there  were  large  and  valuable  reserves 
given  years  ago  by  the  Maoris.  How  they  had 
been  administered  since  was  another  question, 
but  the  Maoris  gave  them  solely  for  the  pur- 
pose of  education,  and  now  the  House  should 
act  in  the  same  spirit.  He  hoped  the  lionour- 
able  gentleman  would  not  press  his  amend- 
ment, but  that  the  Qovemmenb  would  consider 
the  matter  during  the  recess,  as  the  Premier 
had  promised^ 

Mr.  FITZHERBERT  said  that,  at  the  re- 
quest of  the  representatives  of  the  Native  race, 
in  whose  interests  he  had  brought  this  matter 
forward,  he  would  withdraw  the  motion,  and  be 
content  with  the  assurance  that  the  Govern- 
ment would  consider  it. 

Amendment,  bv  leave,  withdrawn. 

Mr.  FITZHERBERT  would  like  to  drawth* 
attention  of  the  Committee  to  the  industrial 
schools.  They  cost  the  country  a  great  deal 
of  money,  and  were  not  conducted  in  a  pro- 
per manner.  The  sentiment  was  that  young 
criminals  should  not  be  sent  to  gaol,  because 
they  would  herd  with  older  criminals  and  leam 
things  which  would  make  them  worse  instead 
of  better.  But,  judging  by  the  Eohimarama 
institution,  the  schools  were  not  working  welL 
The  children  there  were  entirely  neglected, 
received  little  education  and  no  technical  edu- 
cation whatever,  and  no  control  was  exercised 
over  them.  The  elder  boys  went  withont  leave 
about  the  streets  of  Auckland,  picked  up  all 
kinds  of  wickedness,  and  then  went  back  and 
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made  the  younger  children  as  bad  as  them- 
selves. The  last  report  of  the  Inspector  showed 
that  twenty-seven  boys  had  been  absent  with- 
out leave,  and  no  doubt  they  were  in  the  worst 
dens  in  Auckland  that  could  be  found.  The 
other  day,  when  in  Court  here,  he  heard  the 
Besident  Magistrate  send  a  couple  of  little  girls 
and  a  boy  to  the  industrial  school.  The  child- 
ren had  been  brought  up  respectably,  and  it 
struck  him  what  a  pity  it  was  to  send  them  to 
such  a  place.  At  these  schools  the  children 
learned  nothing,  and  when  they  came  out  they 
were  worth  nothing  to  society. 

Mr.  O'CALLAGHAN.— No. 

Mr.  FITZHEBBERT  said  ho  was  speaking 
specially  with  reference  to  Kohimarama.  The 
children  there  did  not  make  their  own  beds 
or  wash  oat  their  own  things.  They  were  kept 
in  perfect  idleness.  It  would  be  much  better 
to  devote  a  wing  of  the  Central  Prison  to  the 
purposes  of  a  reformatory,  and  teach  the  boys 
trades.  He  moved,  That  the  vote  be  reduced 
by£l. 

Mr.  O'CALLAGHAK  said  the  honourable 
member  for  the  Hutt  was  altogether  unac- 
quainted with  the  position  of  affairs.  When 
£e  stated  that  the  industrial  schools  were  a 
failure  he  stated  what  everybody  who  had 
studied  the  subject  knew  to  be  thoroughly  in- 
oorrect.  Being  well  acquainted  with  the  Bum- 
ham  School  and  the  school  in  Otago,  be  could 
say  that  no  better  work  could  be  done  than 
was  done  there.  The  children  were  restrained 
from  vice,  and  were  taught  to  be  useful  mem- 
bers of  society.  The  honourable  member  was 
YrhoUy  misrepresenting  the  industrial  schools. 

Mr.  PITZHERBERT  said  he  had  been 
talking  of  the  Kohimarama  School,  where  he 
was  two  years  ago. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  said  that  any  honourable 
members  who  were  acquainted  with  the  facts 
of  the  case  as  regards  these  schools  would  be 
aware  that  the  statements  of  the  honourable 
member  were  very  wide  of  the  mark. 

Mr.  MABCHANT  said  that  he  had  been 
told  that  destitute  children,  even  if  they  were 
not  criminals,  were  sent  to  these  schools  to 
mix  with  those  who  hcul  been  sent  there  for 
their  crimes  or  vice.  If  this  was  so  he  hoped 
the  Government  would  look  into  the  matter, 
and  apply  a  remedy  to  saoh  an  undesirable 
state  of  affairs. 

Amendment  negatived. 

Mr.  SEDDON  asked  the  Minister  of  Educa- 
tion whether,  now  that  the  general  average 
bad  been  reduced  to  strict  average  for  the  pur- 
pose of  computing  capitation,  the  Government 
would  carry  out  their  pledge  that  no  country 
school  should  be  closed  in  consequence  of  the 
change.  He  said  that  the  Premier  gave  them 
an  assurance  that  if  the  proposals  were 
carried  there  should  not  be  a  country  school 
closed.       

Mr.  FISHGB  said  the  position  was  perfectly 
clear.  The  representation  was  that  m  conse- 
quence of  raising  the  school- age  there  was  a 
risk  of  some  of  the  country  schools  being 
closed.  The  school-age  had  not  been  raised, 
and  therefore  the  Government  was  relieved  of 


all  responsibility  in  oonneotion  with  the  as-. 

surance. 

Mr.  GRAHAM  very  much  regretted  the 
statement  of  the  honourable  gentleman.  It 
was  distinctly  understood  that  if  the  proposals 
of  the  Government  were  carried  in  globo  no 
country  schools  should  be  dosed,  and  on  the 
strength  of  that  promise  he  had  voted  in  a 
direction  which  he  would  not  otherwise  have 
voted. 

Mr.  MABCHANT  thought  there  would  not 
be  much  risk  of  any  country  school  being 
closed. 

Mr.  SEDDON  left  it  to  the  Committee  to 
say  whether  the  Minister  of  Education  was 
keeping  faith  with  them.  The  Minister  gave 
the  Committee  the  assurance  that,  no  matter 
what  might  occur,  no  country  school  should  be 
closed. 

Mr.  FISHER  said  ho  had  stated  nothing  of 
the  sort.  What  he  had  said  was,  that  if  the 
proposal  of  the  Government  were  assented  to 
by  the  Committee  they  would  undertake  that 
no  country  school  should  be  closed.  That  pro- 
posal had  been  rejected,  and  of  course  that 
arrangement  had  been  upset. 

Mr.  FITZHEBBERT  said,  after  the  first 
division  on  the  four  questions  the  Minister  of 
Education  in  the  lobby  gave  him  an  assurance 
that  the  country  schools  would  not  sufier. 

Mr.  FISHER  hoped  the  House  would  not 
hold  him  renponsible  for  the  honourable  mem- 
ber's romances. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  said  he  was  as  much  in- 
terested in  the  question  of  country  schools  as 
anybody,  and  he  was  quite  satisfied  that  the 
Government  would  not  see  the  country  schools 
suffer.  The  whole  point  was  as  to  the  manage- 
ment of  the  Education  Boards,  for  the  matter 
would  be  in  the  hands  of  the  Boards ;  and, 
as  a  member  of  an  Education  Board,  he 
could  say  that  the  '  Boards  were  in  the 
hands  of  the  country  School  Committees,  for 
if  they  chose  to  exert  their  power  they  had 
the  voting-power  as  against  the  towns,  and  in 
that  case  could  enforce  an  equal  division  of 
the  funds  at  the  disposal  of  the  Boards.  This 
being  the  case,  the  argument  that  had  been 
brought  forward  seemed  to  entirely  fall  to  the 
ground. 

Mr.  DUNCAN  said  that  the  honourable 
member  for  the  Wairarapa  had  just  missed  the 
point.  In  a  district  like  the  West  Coast  th^ 
might  call  all  the  schools  country  schools.  It 
was  quite  different  where  there  were  big  towns, 
like  Wellington  and  Christchurch,  A  district 
like  the  West  Coast  would  be  very  seriously 
affected  by  only  having  strict  average,  whereas 
it  would  not  make  much  difference  to  the  other 
districts. 

Mr.  FISHER  was  very  sorry  to  find  that  the 
honourable  member  had  voted  under  a  mis- 
apprehension ;  but  he  would  say  this  to  the 
honourable  gentleman :  that  in  future  divi- 
sions, if'he  wanted  to  understand  what  effect 
his  vote  would  have,  he  should  go  to  th« 
Government  and  ask  them  that  question. 

Mr.  ANDERSON  thought  it  was  the  duty  of 
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the  Minister  in  charge  to  inform  him.    It  was 

not  his  place  to  run  after  such  information. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  he  could  take  the  oppor- 
tunity of  reviewing  the  vote  by  moving  an 
amendment  now,  but  be  did  not  think  that 
was  the  proper  course.  He  would  rely  upon 
the  Ministers  considering  the  situation,  and  the 
manner  in  which  the  votes  had  been  given. 
The  understanding,  even  though  it  might  have 
been  a  misunderstanding,  upon  which  the  votes 
had  been  given  ought  to  be  considered  by  the 
Ministers,  and  a  promise  ought  to  be  given  that 
country  schools  should  not  suifer. 

Mr.  FISHEB  said  the  Government  had 
given  up  the  reduction  which  would  have 
affected  the  country  schools. 

Dr.  PITCHETT  was  very  much  surprised  to 
hear  this.  He  understood  a  pledge  had  been 
given  to  the  Committee,  and  that  that  pledge 
was  not  now  to  be  carried  out.  Was  that  so  ? 
It  seemed  to  him  a  most  extraordinary  thing. 
When  the  Minister  of  Education  brought  down 
four  specific  proposals,  he  understood  the 
Minister  to  state  that,  whatever  the  result 
might  be,  he  gave  an  assurance  that  the  coun- 
try schools  should  not  suffer. 

Mr.  FISHEB. — The  principal  one  has  been 
defeated. 

Dr.  FITCHETT  said  the  Minister  of  Educa- 
tion gave  no  indication  that  Ko.  1  proposal  was 
to  be  the  principal  one,  or  that  the  country 
schools  depended  on  Ko.  1.  Each  stood  on  its 
own  bottom. 

Mr.  T.  MACKENZIE  said  tfie  Minister  of 
Education  wag  perfectly  free  to  carry  out  what 
he  had  indicated.  He  proposed  that  £26,000 
should  be  saved  by  raising  the  school-age  from 
five  to  six  years.  A  number  of  honourable 
members  hiid  voted  against  that  proposal, 
and  now  they  seemed  to  be  most  solicitous  that 
the  country  schools  should  not  suffer.  How 
could  they  expect  that  they  would  not  suffer 
when  the  proposal  to  save  that  amount  had 
been  negatived  ?  He  understood  the  promise 
that  they  should  not  suffer  to  apply  to  this 
proposal,  and  that  the  understanding  was  that 
no  schools  should  be  closed  in  consequence  of 
the  raising  of  the  school-age. 

Mr.  R.  THOMPSON  understood  that,  when 
the  Minister  of  Education  gave  the  pledge  that 
the  schools  should  not  suffer,  that  pledge  had 
reference  to  the  raising  of  the  school-age ;  and 
before  voting  on  the  question  he  hod  taken 
the  precaution  of  asking  the  Minister  whether, 
if  he  voted  to  increase  the  school-age,  the 
Minister  would  undertake  that  the  country 
schools  should  not  suffer ;  and  a  distinct  pledge 
was  given  on  that. 

Mr.  FERGUS  said  that  all  the  reduction  the 
Committee  had  made  amounted  to  £34,000,  and 
the  Otago  Education  Board  in  a  communica- 
tion hod  shown  that  they  would,  without  clos- 
ing a  single  school  or  reducing  the  salary  of  a 
teacher,  be  able  to  strike  off  one-fourth  of  that 
amount.  , 

Mr.  liEVESTAM  quite  understood  that  in 
large  centres  that  could  be  done,  but  the  case 
was  different  in  the  smaller  districts. 

Mr.  KELLY  thought  they  might  leave  this 
Hr.  Anderson 


qaestion  to  the  Minister  of  Education.  He 
would  not  be  anxious  to  see  the  schools  dosed, 
and  they  might  vote  at  once  on  the  question. 

Mr.  O'CALLAGHAN  would  agree  to  that,  it 
the  Minister  would  assure  them  that  he  wonld 
endeavour  to  prevent  any  school  being  closed. 

Major  ATKINSON  thought  they  might  take 
it  for  granted  that  the  School  Boards  would  do 
their  duty,  as  they  had  always  done  hitherto. 
He  took  it  that,  if  they  did  not  do  their  du^, 
the  Government  would  have  to  come  to  tho 
House  and  provide  some  remedy.  He  believed 
the  Committee  had  given  the  Boards  ample 
means  to  carry  on  all  the  services  in  connec- 
tion with  education ;  and,  as  he  had  said,  he 
believed  that  the  Boards  would  do  their  duty. 
Honourable  members  should  recollect  that  the 
Government  were  quite  as  much  interested  in 
the  education  system  as  were  any  members 
of  the  House.  They  had  made  provision  which 
experience  told  them  would  be  ample,  and  ha 
thought  they  might  very  well  close  the  debate 
on  the  clear  understanding  that  the  Boards 
would  do  their  duty.  If  they  did  not,  it  would, 
of  course,  be  for  the  Government  to  step  in. 

Dr.  PITCHETT  could  not  understand  the 
attitude  taken  up  by  the  Government;  and,  for 
one,  he  must  protest  against  it.  During  the 
debate  he  had  raised  this  objection  to  each  o{ 
the  proposals  of  the  Government :  that,  so  long 
as  human  nature  was  human  nature,  so  long 
would  the  Boards  supply  the  town  schools 
with  everything  that  was  requisite,  leaving  the 
country  schools  unprovided  for,  because  the 
latter  could  rely  On  the  Government.  He  ven- 
tured to  say  that  few  members  of  the  Committee 
understood,  when  voting  on  the  second  or  third 
amendment,  that  the  country  schools  were 
imperilled  in  any  way.  He,  for  his  part,  fully 
understood  that  the  Government  were  pledged 
that  country  schools  should  be  maintained. 
To  say  now  that  it  was  to  be  left  to  the  Edu- 
cation Boards  was  little  better  than  a  breath 
of  faith. 

Major  ATKINSON  said  it  was  generally 
agreed  that  the  Boards  could  effectually  cany 
on  their  duties  with  the  votes  which  had  been 
passed,  the  only  exception  being  the  honour- 
able member  for  Kumara,  who  thought  that  it 
would  be  better  to  reduce  the  school-ago  than 
to  make  an  alteration  in  the  average,  as  this 
would  affect  his  district  most.  There  was  no 
misunderstanding  about  the  matter  at  all ;  but 
he  would  point  out  that,  when  these  resolutions 
were  reported  to  the  House,  there  would  be 
another  opportunity  of  dealing  with  them.  The 
Government  were  of  opinion  that  the  capitation 
given  to  the  Boards  was  ample  to  maintain  the 
schools ;  but,  if  it  should  turn  out  that  it  was 
not  so,  it  would  be  necessary  to  take  some 
other  measures.  And  honourable  members 
should  consider  the  difference  between  the 
position  now  and  that  when  the  resolution  was 
first  brought  before  the  Committee.  If  they 
had  reduced  the  school-age  the  country  schools 
no  doubt  would  have  lost,  and  the  Government 
would  have  had  to  make  up  the  difference. 
But  now  the  Education  Bofuds  had  all  they 
required  to  cany  on  their  duties,  and  the  House 
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would  take  care  that  they  managed  thcii  aSaiis 
properly. 

Vote,  £860,617,  agreed  to. 

Class  X. — Dufeboe. 

Vote,  £178,095. 

Mr.  SEDDON  would  ask  the  Minister  of 
Defence  to  look  very  carefully  for  the  torpedoes 
which  had  been  lost ;  and  it  would  be  well  also 
for  him  to  have  an  examination  made  of  the 
fort  at  Ngauranga.  He  was  given  to  under- 
stand that  every  time  a  gun  was  fired  there  it 
was  ned'essary  to  shut  the  magazine-door,  and 
there  was  great  danger  of  the  whole  fort  being 
shaken  to  the  ground.  He  had  heard  also  that 
there  had  been  the  greatest  mismanagement 
with  regard  to  the  hydraulic  gun,  and  that  its 
range  was  only  about  one-third  of  a  circle,  so 
that  a  shot  from  it  could  not  hit  a  vessel 
ooming  in  from  the  Heads.  Again,  he  under- 
stood that  in  making  the  tramway  to  the 
magazine  the  rails  were  put  down  at  a  certain 
<listance  apart,  but  when  the  carriages  came 
out  it  was  found  that  the  wheels  were  much 
wider  apart. 

Mr.  FERGUS  said  he  would  look  carefully 
into  the  whole  matter. 

Mr.  KELLY  thought  that  very  large  reduc- 
tions might  be  mode  in  this  vote.  The  reduc- 
tions he  would  suggest  were  these  :  There  was 
a  sum  of  £33,533  down  for  Permanent  Militia, 
and  £10,000  might  very  well  come  oS  that; 
then  there  was  £44,191  for  Volunteers,  and 
£10,000  might  very  well  come  oft  that ;  then 
there  was  £101,303  for  police,  and  that  might 
very  well  be  reduced  by  £20,000.  He  would 
therefore  move.  That  the  vote  be  reduced  by 
£40,000. 

Mr.  FERGUS  said  the  honourable  mem- 
ber could  not  reduce  the  vote  by  anything  like 
that  amount.  Ten  months  of  the  year  had 
passed  already,  and  these  estimates  represented 
the  pay  of  the  }X>lice  and  the  Permanent  Iilili- 
tia  and  the  capitation  to  Volunteers,  all  of 
which  money  was  absolutely  pledged.  If  the 
honourable  gentleman  looked  at  the  first  page 
Ol  the  estimates  he  would  see  that  the  Govern- 
ment proposed  a  reduction  of  £46,000  in  this 
vote  from  the  previous  estimates ;  and  that, 
surely,  was  aa  much  as  he  could  expect. 

Mr.  DUNCAN  asked  if  the  Minister  would 
«xplain  in  what  direction  this  reduction  was  to 
be  made. 

Mr.  FERGUS  said  the  intention  was  to  re- 
duce as  gradually  as  he  possibly  could  the 
|)ermanent  force  employed  and  the  older  officers 
in  the  department.  He  would  also  have  to 
reduce  the  capitation  to  Volunteers,  which  vote 
had  doubled  itself  during  the  last  few  years. 
While  recognising  the  efficiency  of  the  Volun- 
teers, the  Government  could  not  close  their 
eyes  to  the  fact  that  they  could  not  keep  up 
this  large  expenditure  at  the  present  time  ;  and 
it  was  also  intended  to  make  some  change  in 
the  police  without  impairing  their  efficiency  in 
any  shape. 

Major  STEWARD  called  attention  to  a  sum 
ior  a  Bifle  Branch  of  the  permanent  force.    He 


would  like  to  know  whether  that  was  the  same 
thing  as  the  Armed  Constabulary. 

Mr.  FERGUS  said  it  practically  was  so. 

Major  STEWARD  thought  that  all  the 
colony  needed  in  the  shape  of  a  rifle  corps 
could  be  supplied  by  the  Volunteers.  He  could 
understand  the  Permanent  Artillery  and  En- 
gineer  corps  being  maintained,  but  not  a  per- 
manent rifle  corps. 

Mr.  LEVESTAM  would  like  to  know  whether 
it  was  the  intention  of  the  honourable  gentle- 
man to  keep  up  the  charge  of  £700  a  year  for 
the  commanding,  officer,  General  Whitmore. 
Then,  there  was  an  Assistant  Surgeon  to  the 
Permanent  Militia.  No  doubt  this  gentleman 
was  in  private  practice,  and  he  would  ask 
whether  it  would  not  be  cheaper  to  pay  him 
fees  than  to  keep  him  on  a  permanent  salary. 

Mr.  HUTCHISON  asked  the  Minister  if  ho 
would  give  a  little  more  information  with  refer- 
ence to  his  intention  regarding  the  Volunteers. 
Was  the  proposed  reduction  in  the  capitation 
allowance  to  be  a  reduction  of  amount,  or  was 
a  distinction  to  be  made  in  favour  of  ci>rp8  in 
the  centres  of  population  ? 

Mr.  FERGUS  said  it  was  the  intention  of. 
the  Government  to  reorganize  the  service.  He 
could  not  be  expected  to  state  what  was  the 
intention  with  reference  to  one  individual 
officer.  In  answer  to  the  honourable  member 
for  Waitotara,  he  might  say  that  the  whole 
question  of  the  reorganization  of  the  Volunteer 
Force  was  before  the  Government  at  the  pre- 
sent time,  and,  while  they  wished  to  get  rid  of 
all  corps  so  far  removed  from  the  centres  of 
population  as  to  be  practically  valueless,  nothing 
would  be  done  that  would  impair  the  efficiency 
of  the  Force. 

Mr.  PITZHERBERT  asked  if  it  was  the 
intention  to  do  away  with  the  Rifle  Branch  of 
the  Force.  Really  the  only  useful  men  in  the 
service  were  the  Permanent  Artillery  and  the 
Torpedo  Corps.  The  office  of  Assistant  Surgeon 
at  Auckland  struck  him  as  being  an  extrava- 
gance. 

Mr.  WALKER  hoped  the  Minister  would  not 
revive  the  invidious  distinction  between  town 
and  country  corps.  He  trusted,  however,  tho 
Government  would  reorganize  the  service. 

Mr.  KELLY  asked  leave  to  withdraw  his 
amendment.  He  begged  to  move  in  place  of 
that  amendment  a  motion,  That  the  veto  be 
reduced  by  £5,  — as  an  indication  of  the  wish 
of  the  House  and  the  country  that  a  reduction  - 
should  be  made  in  the  large  vote  for  Permanent 
Militia,  Volunteers,  and  Police. 

Mr.  FERGUS  hoped  the  honourable  gentle- 
man would  not  press  his  amendment.  The 
Government  had  pledged  themselves  to  make 
reductions,  and  it  was  their  intention  to  reduce 
expenditure  largely  in  this  department. 

Mr.  Kelly's  amendment,  by  leave,  with- 
drawn. 

Dr.  FITGHETT  was  not  satisfied  with  the 
assurance  of  the  Minister.  He  particularly 
objected  to  the  item,  "  Assistant  Surgeon, 
£225."  That  was  a  purely  honorary  position. 
He  moved,  That  the  vote  be  reduced  by  £225. 

Mr.  FERGUS  said  that  most  of  the  salary 
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of  this  officer  for  the  yeai  had  been  paid.  He 
submitted  that  the  Committee  ought  to  accept 
the  assurance  of  the  Government  that  they 
would  make  reductions  in  this  department. 

Dr.  Fitchett's  amendment,  by  leave,  with- 
drawn. 

Vote,  £178,095,  agreed  to. 

Class  VI. — Native  Affaibs. 

Vote,  £16,878. 

Mr.  DUKCAN  hoped  the  Government  in- 
tended to  do  away  with  the  Native  Affairs 
Department  altogether. 

Mr.  MITCHBLSON  said  the  Government 
would  gradually  work  it  right  out. 

Vote,  £16,878,  agreed  to. 

Class  IX. — Public  Buildikos  and  Domains. 
Vote,  £28,109,  agreed  to. 

Class  ,  XIII. — State  Forests  and  Aobicul- 

TUBAL  DePABTMKNT. 

Vote,  £5,611. 

Mr.  MONK  was  very  glad  that  the  Govern- 
ment had  abolished  the  department  in  tlie  form 
in  which  it  previously  existed,  and  ho  thought 
the  Government  had  acted  very  wisely  in  doing 
so.  Under  the  now  order  of  things  he  trusted 
that  the  forests  of  the  colony  would  be  pre- 
served in  a  more  satisfactory  and  efficient 
manner  than  had  been  the  case  in  the  past. 

Mr.  BKUCE  thought  they  ought  to  look  on 
this  question  in  the  iirst  place  from  a  conserva- 
tion point  of  view,  and  that  there  should  also 
be  appointed  in  connection  with  it  a  depart- 
ment that  would  point  out  what  trees  could  be 
introduced  from  other  countries  with  advantage. 
Large  tracts  in  the  colony  were  now  lying 
waste,  which  might  be  utilised  by  planting 
them  with  trees. 

Major  ATKINSON  said  the  Government 
hoped  to  provide  a  better  plan  than  the  pre- 
sent one  for  the  conservation  of  forests.  The 
work  would  be  under  the  Lands  and  Mines 
Department,  and  would  not  only  be  better 
conducted,  but  would  also  save  expense. 

Mr.  ANDERSON  thought  it  would  be  a  mis- 
take to  abolish  the  Forest  Department  wholly, 
and  leave  all  that  was  to  be  done  in  the  mat- 
ter of  forest -planting  and  -conservation  to  the 
local  bodies.  He  knew  that  in  the  South  many 
thousands  had  been  spent  uselessly  owing  to 
want  of  knowledge  in  regard  to  tree-planting. 
Then,  the  utmost  care  was  needed  to  preserve 
forests  from  accidental  destruction  and  losing 
by  fire  in  a  few  hours  what  it  had  taken  cen- 
turies to  produce.  In  the  Wakatipu  district 
last  year,  for  instance,  no  less  than  two  thou- 
sand acres  of  valuable  bush  had  been  destroyed 
by  one  fire.  It  was  necessary  that  those  who 
undertook  the  work  of  forest -planting  should 
have  the  necessary  knowledge  and  proper 
guidance  ;  and  much  knowledge  was  required 
lor  proper  forest  -  conservation.  He  thought 
that  the  Government,  in  the  interest  of  the 
colony,  should  be  responsible  for  the  requisite 
measures  for  forest-conservation,  and, though  it 
might  not  be  necessary  to  continue  the  Forest 
Department  as  it  was  at  present,  still  he 
Jfr.  Fergu$ 


thought  the  services  of  a  specialist  should  ba 

continually  retained. 

Mr.  MONK  thought  the  statements  of  the 
last  speaker  were  the  best  evidence  of  the  need 
for  change.  That  the  forests  were  being  de- 
stroyed while  there  was  such  an  expenaiTe 
Forest  Department  in  existence  was  snSBcient 
proof  that  that  department  was  inefficient.  As 
a  matter  of  fact  more  valuable  forests  had  been 
destroyed  by  fire  during  the  last  two  yean, 
while  the  Forest  Department  hod  been  existent, 
than  could  be  replaced  in  the  next  hondied 
years  at  the  rate  we  were  now  going  on.  Was  it 
not  folly  to  use  public  money,  as  was  stated  in 
the  forestry  report,  for  the  purpose  of  "  fad- 
ding"  over  young  kauris?  Surely  they  know 
nothing  of  kauri-growth  who  could  thus  write 
of  a  "  kauri  nursery,"  thinking  it  worthy  of  a 
pla<^e  in  the  national  forestry  report.  Then, 
there  had  been  great  and  useless  expense  gone 
to  over  wattle-planting  ;  but  if  wattle-growing 
needed  to  be  developed  it  should  be  done  hj 
encouraging  private  people  to  do  it.  Some 
preventive  measures  were  required  to  keep  such 
valuable  forests  as  we  possessed  from  being 
wantonly  or  carelessly  destroyed,  and  for  re- 
placing such  as  were  destroyed,  and  he  hoped 
the  Government  would  try  to  adopt  some  means 
by  which  the  forests  now  growing,  the  beauti- 
ful forests  of  the  country,  should  be  protected 
from  the  devastation  which  was  continually 
wasting  them. 

Vote,  £5,611,  agreed  to. 

Progress  reported. 

The  House  adjourned  at  six  o'clock  aon. 


LEGISLATIVE  COUNCIL. 
Tuesday,  20th  December,  1887. 


First  Beadings— Third  Beadiogs— Liuid  Bill— Stand- 
ing Orders— T.  K.  Taiaroa— Qovernment  Kail- 
wavB  Bill  — Otaeo  Central  Bailny  ExtennoB 
and  ConBtruction  Bill— Fukekohe  Borough  Bill 
— Walrarapa  North  County  ConncU  Empoweriag 
BlU.  

The  Hon.  the  Sfeakeb  took  the  chair  at 
half-past  two  o'clock. 
Phaykbs. 

FIEST  READINGS. 
Fisheries  Conservation  Bill,  Pnblio  Reserves 
Sale  Bill,  Tamaki  West  Licensing  District  BiU. 

THIRD  READINGS. 
Otago  Harbour  Board  Bill,  Wairarapa  North 
County  Council  Empowering  Bill. 

LAND  BILL. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  STeVeNS  brought  up  the 
following  report  of  the  Free  Conference  on  the 
Land  Bill  :— 

"  The  Managers  of  the  Free  Conference  on 
the  Land  Act  Amendment  Bill  have  the  honour 
to  report  that  they  have  come  to  the  following 
agreement :  That  original  clause  33  be  erased; 
that  original  clause  34  stand  part  of  the  Bill ; 
that  new  clause  34  be  eiasod ;  that  the  follow- 
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ing  new  clause  be  added  to  the  Bill :  '  Sections 
thirty-six  to  forty-one,  both  inclusive,  of  the 
said  Act  shall  remain  in  force  until  the  ter- 
mination of  the  next  session  of  Parliament, 
and  no  longer.' " 

The  Hon.  Mr.  STEVENS.— I  move,  That 
the  Council  agree  with  the  report.  In  doing 
8o,  I  wish  to  explain  that  the  arrangement 
come  to  is  this:  that  the  elective  clause  has 
been  struck  out ;  that  clause  34  of  the  original 
Bill,  limiting  travelling-expenses,  has  been  re- 
stored ;  and  the  Conference  also  came  to  the 
determination  to  recommend  that  the  exist- 
ence of  the  present  Boards  should  be  limited 
to  the  end  of  next  session  of  Parliament.  I 
may  say  that  this  is  a  compromise,  of  course. 
The  House  desired  the  elective  principle ;  but 
the  Council  did  not.  The  Council  desired  to 
have  no  Boards  at  all ;  and  it  is  considered 
that,  under  all  the  circumstances,  the  pro- 
posals of  the  Managers  arc  a  fair  arrangement 
to  come  to,  and  of  course  they  leave  the  matter 
in  this  position :  tliat  it  is  necessary  that  the 
subject  shall  be  dealt  with  before  the  end  of 
next  session.  I  trust  the  Council  will  accede 
to  my  motion,  and  be  satisfied  with  the  ar- 
rangement made. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

STANDING  ORDERS. 

The  Hon.  Jlr.  WATEKHOUSE,  in  mov- 
ing the  motion  standing  in  his  name,  said  he 
did  not  know  when  the  Standing  Orders  under 
which  the  business  of  the  Council  was  con- 
ducted were  determined  upon,  but  it  must 
have  been  many  years  ago,  for  in  the  course  of 
time  a  great  many  inconsistencies  had  cropped 
up  in  them ;  and,  in  fact,  in  one  or  two  in- 
stances some  of  the  Standing  Orders  them- 
selves had  become  dead-letters.  He  need  not 
remark  on  the  fact  that  the  Standing  Orders 
ought  never  to  be  allowed  to  become  dead- 
letters  ;  and  that  when  this  was  the  case  they 
should  be  removed  from  tho  book  of  Standing 
Orders.  He  referred  to  the  Standing  Order 
which  related  to  honourable  gentlemen  sitting 
with  their  hats  on.  Since  the  time  of  Sir  John 
Bichardson  this  had  been  departed  from.  This 
was  an  illustration  of  the  fact  that  some 
alteration  of  the  Standing  Orders  was  abso- 
lutely called  for.  Ho  might  also  refer  to  the 
confusion  which  existed  among  tho  Standing 
Orders  themselves.  Any  honourable  members 
who  were  not  in  tho  habit  of  consulting  the 
Standing  Orders  had  no  idea  of  the  extent 
of  this  confusion.  The  Hon.  the  Speaker 
had  himself  referred,  in  a  recent  ruling,  to 
the  confusion  which  existed  in  tho  Standing 
Orders,  and  which  made  a  ruling  on  his  part 
very  difficult.  It  was  evident  that  the  Stand- 
ing Orders  should  be  as  clear  as  possible,  and  in 
mison  with  each  other ;  and  it  was  with  that 
object  he  brought  forward  this  motion.  If  the 
Standing  Orders  were  not  clear  the  matters 
brought  before  Parliament  for  its  deliberation 
oonld  not  bo  properly  considered. 

Motion  made,  and  question  put,  "  That 
the  Hon.  tlie  Speaker  be  requested,  ivith  the 
assiitance  of  the  Clerk  of  the  Council,  to  pre- 
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'  pare  during  the  recess  such  a  revision  of  the 
Standing  Orders  as  he  may  deem  necessary, 
with  a  view  to  submitting  tlie  same  for  the  con- 
sideration of  tlie  Standing  Orders  Committee 
early  next  session." — (Hon.  Mr.  Watebhousb.) 

Motion  agreed  to. 

The  Hon.  the  SPEAKER  supposed  that  be 
might  be  allowed  to  rely  on  the  assistance  of 
the  honourable  the  mover  of  this  resolution  in 
performing  the  duties  which  had  been  placed 
upon  him. 

T.  K.  TAIAROA. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  TAIAKOA,  in  moving  the 
resolution  standing  in  his  name,  said  he  need 
not  say  very  much  on  the  subject,  because  the 
report  of  the  Committee  spoke  for  itself. 

Jlotion  made,  and  question  proposed,  "  Tliat 
the  report  of  the  Native  Affairs  Committee  upon 
Petition  No.  93,  of  Tini  Kerei  Taiaroa,  be 
agreed  to." — (Hon.  Mr.  Taiaboa.) 

The  Hon.  Sir  P.  WHITAKER  moved.  That 
the  debate  on  the  motion  be  adjourned  till  iiext 
day.  He  had  been  very  busily  engaged,  and 
had  not  had  time  to  read  the  report  in  question. 

Debate  adjourned. 

GOVERNMENT  RAILWAYS  BILL. 

The  Hon.  Sir  P.  WHITAKER.— When  we 
were  discussing  this  question  yesterday  the  Hon. 
Mr.  Reynolds  made  a  proposition  that  mem- 
bers of  the  Legislature  should  be  secured  free 
passes  on  the  railways,  and  that  they  should 
not  be  asked  to  trust  to  the  Commissioners  to 
grant  them  free  passes.  I  was  not  prepared  to 
accept  this  proposition,  but  I  said  I  was  con- 
tent to  take  the  decision  of  the  Committee  on 
the  voices,  and  the  Committee  decided  in  favour 
of  the  proposition.  That  being  decided,  I  then 
promised  to  draw  a  proviso  to  be  added  to 
the  Bill  securing  that  provision.  In  pursuance 
of  that  promise,  I  have  done  so,  and  I  propose 
now  to  add  a  proviso  to  section  36,  providing 
that  every  member  of  the  General  Assembly 
shall  be  entitled  to  receive  from  tho  Commis- 
sioners and  hold  for  his  own  use,  so  long  as  he 
continues  a  member  of  the  Legislature,  a  free 
pass  authorising  him,  but  no  other  person,  to 
travel  free  on  all  the  railways  vested  in  the 
Commissioners.  I  propose,  therefore,  to  move, 
That  tlie  Bill  be  recommitted,  with  a  view  to 
reconsidering  clause  36  and  adding  a  proviso. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  LAHMANN.— I  would  remind 
honourable  gentlemen  that  hitherto  it  has  also 
been  customary  to  allow  members  of  the  Legisla- 
tures of  tho  neighbouring  colonies  free  passes. 

The  Hon.  Sir  P.  WHITAKER  was  under- 
stood to  say  that  the  Commissioners  would 
have  power  to  deal  with  that  matter. 

Bill  recommitted,  reported  with  amendments, 
and  read  a  third  time. 

OTAQO  CENTRAL  RAILWAY  EXTENSION 
AND  CONSTRUCTION  BILL. 

ADJOURNED  DEB.1TE. 

The  Hon.  Sir  P.  WHITAKER  moved.  That 
this  order  of  tlie  day  be  discharged  from  the 
Order  Paper. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  WATERHOUSE.— I  think  it 
wquld  be  interesting  to  the  Council  to  know 
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the  object  ot  the  Hon.  the  Attorney-General  in 
pursuing  this  course.  As  we  know,  there  are 
genor&lly  three  classes  of  engineers  to  whom 
the  construction  of  railways  is  intrusted.  There 
is  the  working  engineer,  who  undertakes  the 
construction  of  railways ;  the  financial  engi- 
neer, who  undertakes  the  finances  of  the  rail- 
way ;  and  the  legislative  engineer,  who  under- 
takes the  legislative  conduct  of  the  business. 
Some  of  the  remarks  of  the  honourable  gentle- 
man would  probably  lead  us  to  believe  that  my 
honourable  friend  had  undertaken  to  discharge 
the  functions  of  the  legislative  engineer  in  con- 
nection with  this  matter.  Some  understanding, 
I  see,  has  been  arrived  at,  according  to  the 
newspapers,  between  my  honoarable  friend  and 
the  promoters  of  this  work ;  and  I  think  we  are 
entitled  to  expect  the  honourable  gentleman  to 
inform  us  on  what  grounds  it  is  now  intended 
to  withdraw  this  Bill.  We  should  like  to  know 
whether  the  Hon.  Mr.  Oliver,  who  takes  such 
a  deep  interest  in  this  matter,  is  supporting  the 
Government  in  the  action  they  are  taking.  I 
hope  my  honourable  friend  will  accede  to  my 
request  for  some  information  with  respect  to 
the  course  that  has  boon  proposed. 

The  Hon.  Sir  P.  WHITAKEE.— All  the  in- 
formation I  possess  I  shall  be  happy  to  give 
the  honoiurable  gentleman.  As  for  the  Govern- 
ment, it  was  an  open  question  >>ich  us,  and  it 
was  understood  that  Ministers  should  be  at 
liberty  to  act  on  their  own  opinions.  The  con- 
sequence was  that  in  the  other  House  the  Bill 
was  supported  by  two  or  three  Ministers,  and 
opposed  by  others ;  and  when  it  came  up  here  I 
reserved  to  myself  the  right  to  act  as  I  thought 
fit,  without  binding  the  Government.  Therefore 
it  was  that  I  gave  notice,  on  the  second  read- 
ing, to  move  certain  resolutions.  Ko  arrange- 
ment on  the  part  of  the  Government  has  been 
come  to  with  the  promoters  of  this  Bill.  All 
I  promised  was  that,  if  it  was  not  proceeded 
with  further  this  session,  I  would  sketch  out 
what  my  view  was  of  the  subject ;  and  I  said 
that,  so  far  as  I  was  concerned,  I  would  support 
that  view,  assuming  that  it  was  satisfactory  to 
those  who  were  promoting  tlio  railway.  The 
Government  are  not  committed  in  any  way 
whatever  to  the  passing  of  any  measure,  and 
no  arrangement  has  been  made  between  the 
Government  and  the  promoters. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  HART.— The  honourable 
gentleman  who  moved  the  second  reading  of 
this  Bill  having  mode  a  statement  to  the  e^ect 
that  the  Manawatu  Railway  Company,  at  a 
very  small  cost,  effected  the  reclamation  of 
very  valuable  property  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
this  city,  I  thought  it  desirable  to  ascertain  the 
facts  of  the  matter,  because  I  am  sure  my 
honourable  friend  would  not  like  an  erroneous 
impression  to  go  abroad.  The  secretary  of  the 
company  has  furnished  me  with  a  statement 
showing  that  the  company  paid  for  the  land 
over  which  the  railway  passes  £16,000 ;  thoy 
have  rcclcumed  eighteen  acres  of  land,  at  an 
expense  of  £1,400  per  acre,  or  £39,200  in  all ;  so 
that,  in  point  of  fact,  the  land  was  not  obtained 
at  a  nominal  price. 

Bill  discharged. 

Hon.  Mr.  Waterhoiut 


PUKEKOHE  BOROUGH  BILL. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  DIGNAN  moved.  That  the 
Hon.  tlie  Speaker  do  leave  the  chair  in  order 
that  the  Council  may  go  into  Committee  on  the 
Pukekohe  Borough  Bill. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  BONAR  said  he  should  be  glad 
if  the  honourable  gentleman  in  charge  of  the 
Bill  would  give  the  Council  some  reason  why 
the  Municipal  Corporations  Act  should  be  de- 
parted from  in  this  instance.  On  the  motion 
for  the  second  reading  of  the  Bill  he  did  not 
hear  what  the  special  reason  was  for  depart- 
ing from  the  principle  laid  down  in  the  Muni- 
cipal Corporations  Act.  He  thought  the  Council 
ought  to  be  careful  before  taking  such  a  step 
as  was  proposed  in  this  Bill.  If  the  law  were 
departed  from  in  this  instance  the  Legislature 
would  have  next  session  a  large  number  of  ap- 
plications from  small  towns  for  the  power  to 
form  themselves  into  boroughs,  and  he  thought 
that  the  eSect  of  that  might  be  disastrous  to 
the  country.  Parliament  had  given  boroughs 
large  powers  of  borrowing,  and  by  multiplying 
the  number  of  these  small  boroughs  they  would 
be  running  great  risks.  He  thought  the  honour- 
able member  should  show  some  exceptionally 
good  reason  why  the  Council  should  depart 
from  the  principles  laid  down  in  the  Municipal 
Corporations  Act. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  DIGNAN  asked  that  the  report 
of  the  Local  Bills  Committee  should  be  read. 

The  Ci.EitK  read  the  report  of  the  Local 
Bills  Committee  on  this  Bill.  The  Committee 
reported  that  the  Standing  Orders  had  been 
complied  with,  and  recommended  that  the  Bill 
be  allowed  to  proceed,  with  certain  amend- 
ments. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  SIcLEAN  said  that  naturally 
the  Committee  would  allow  the  Bill  to  go  on, 
and  leave  the  question  of  policy  to  be  decided 
by  the  Council.  In  the  Municipal  Corporations 
Act  Parliament  did  away  with  town  districts, 
and  when  the  last  amendment  of  the  Counties 
Act  was  before  the  Legislature  they  took  away 
the  power  of  one  portion  of  a  county  dividing 
itself  from  another.  In  fact,  the  Legislature 
had  been  going  exactly  in  an  opposite  direction 
to  that  in  which  this  Bill  sought  to  go.  If 
they  allowed  this  Bill  to  pass  they  would  have 
a  sheaf  of  Bills  next  session  such  as  would 
alarm  honourable  members ;  and,  if  they  al- 
lowed this  Bill  to  pass,  how  could  they  refuse 
other  Bills  1  He  hoped  the  honourable  member 
would  withdraw  the  Bill. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  WATKRHOUSE  might  state 
that  tho  Local  Bills  Committee  left — as  the 
Hon.  Mr.  McLean  remarked — the  principle  of 
this  measure  to  be  decided  upon  by  the  Coun- 
cil. They  only  arrived  at  the  conclusion  that, 
if  the  principle  laid  down  in  the  Municipal 
Corporations  Act  was  to  bo  departed  from  at 
all,  this  was  a  case  in  which  it  might  properly 
be  departed  from.  The  village  of  Pukekohe 
adjoined  a  little  railway  -  station  on  tho  Wai- 
kato  Railway -line,  and  the  station  was  sur- 
rounded by  a  swamp,  so  that  in  wet  weather 
it  was  almost  unapproachable,  and  tho  in- 
habitants there  felt  that,  in  the  interests  of 
travellers,  as  well  as  their  own  interests,  it  was 
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^desirable  that  they  should  have  the  means  o{ 
improving  this  part  of  the  tovmship :  hence  the 

Proposal  that  this  Bill  should  be  introduced. 
'be  Local  Bills  Committee  had  not  authorised 
such  a  departure  from  the  Municipal  Corpora- 
tions Act  as  the  Bill  contemplated.  They  had 
maintained  the  existing  provisions  of  the  jluni- 
cipal  Corporations  Act,  with  the  exception  of 
the  provision  that  the  number  of  ratepayers 
whoso  adhesion  was  necessary  to  the  project 
should  be  diminished.  As  regarded  the  revenue, 
they  proposed  that  the  revenue  clauses  should 
remain  as  they  were — that  it  should  be  esta- 
J>lisbed  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  authorities 
that  there  was  an  average  income  of  at  least 
£250  per  annum.  The  Committee  were  told 
by  one  witness  that  the  income  of  Pukekoho 
would  be  between  £400  and  £500  per  annum — 
much  in  excess  of  what  was  required  by  the 
Act.  Honourable  members  would  see  that 
there  was  a  peculiarity  about  this  case  which 
was  not  likely  to  occur  again  for  many  years. 
There  was  a  swamp  round  the  railway-station 
which  made  it  almost  unapproachable,  and  the 
local  body  desired  to  improve  that  part  of  the 
township. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  CHAMBERLIN  said  ho  had 
never  noticed  any  particular  swamp  there. 
Gould  the  honourable  gentleman  infoim  him 
what  was  the  width  of  the  swamp  ? 

The  Hon.  Mr.  WATERHOUSE  could  only 
state  what  he  had  been  informed.  He  had 
been  through  that  locality  in  the  summer- 
time. He  should  imagine  that  the  place  was 
liable  to  swamp  in  the  winter. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  PHARAZYN  said  that  if  this 
Bill  were  passed  the  Council  would  probably,  in 
futare  sessions,  learn  that  many  other  places 
found  that  they  were  in  swamps  during  the 
winter.  He  thought  the  Council  should  stand 
on  the  sound  principle  laid  down  in  the  Muni- 
cipal Corporations  .Act,  and  not  pass  this  Bill. 

The  Council  divided  on  the  question,  "  That 
the  Bill  bo  committed." 


Baillie 
Bamicoat 
Buckley 
Dignan 

Bonar 
Chamberliu 
Hart 
Xiahmann 


Ayes,  12. 
Johnson 
Martin 
Menzies 
Shephard 


Stevens 
Wahawaha 
Whitaker 
Williams. 


Noes,  11. 
McLean  Pharazyn 

Miller  Richmond 

Peacock  Swanson. 

Peter 


Majority  for,  1. 
Bill  committed. 

The  Council  divided  on  the  question,  "  That 
the  Bill'be  now  read  the  third  time." 


Baillie 

Bamicoat 

Bonar 

Buckley 

X>ignan 

Hart 


Ayes,  18. 
Johnson 
Lahmann 
Martin 
Menzies 
Peacock 
Reynolds 


Shephard 

Stevens 

Wahawaha 

Waterhouse 

Whitaker 

Williams. 


Chamberlin 

McLean 

MUIer 


KOES,  7. 
Peter 
Pharazyn 


Richmond 
Swanson. 


Majority  for,  11. 
Bill  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

WAIBARAPA  north  county  COUNCIL 
EMPOWERING  BILL. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  JOHNSON  moved  the  com- 
mittal of  this  Bill,  and  in  doing  so  wished  to 
make  a  statement  to  the  Council.  When 
this  Bill  was  under  discussion  on  the  second 
reading,  there  seemed  to  be  em  impression 
amongst  honourable  members  that  there  was 
something  very  objectionable  in  the  Bill  inso- 
much as  it  was  a  Bill  that  would  afiect  one 
person  only.  How  such  an  idea  could  have 
got  about  he  could  not  possibly  understand. 
He  undertook  then  to  make  inquiries  into  the 
matter,  and  he  had  ascertained  the  circum- 
stances, which  he  would  state  to  the  Council. 
In  the  first  place,  he  would  read  a  telegram 
which  had  been  received  from  the  secretary 
of  the  County  Council.  [Telegram  read.] 
This  telegram  seemed  to  establish  the  fact 
that  there  were  thirty-five  freeholders  affected 
by  the  provisions  of  the  Bill.  The  circum- 
stances which  led  to  the  introduction  of  the 
measure  were  these  :  In  May  a  public  meeting 
was  held  at  Eketahuna  for  the  purpose  of  dis- 
cussing this  question.  The  meeting  was  pre- 
sided over  by  the  representative  of  the  riding  in 
the  Council,  and  resolutions  were  passed  pro- 
viding for  making  alterations  in  the  width  of  the 
road,  and  for  the  price  to  be  given  for  the  land. 
There  were  eight  persons  present  who  voted 
for  the  proposals,  and  one  person  who  voted 
against  them.  Sinco  then,  however,  the  per- 
son who  had  voted  against  the  resolutions  bad 
signed  a  petition  to  the  other  branch  of  tho 
Legislature  in  favour  of  this  Bill.  There 
was  also  a  petition  against  the  Bill  signed  by 
three  leaseholders.  Those  were  leaseholders 
whoso  leases  had  only  a  short  time  to  run,  and 
therefore  they  did  not  wish  to  be  compelled  to 
move  their  houses  and  buildings,  while,  at  the 
same  tune,  they  were  afraid  that  -the  owner  of 
tho  land  might  lease  the  frontage  that  he 
obtained  from  the  rood  and  thereby  shut  them 
out  entirely.  Therefore,  as  far  as  they  were 
concerned,  they  thought  that  they  should  be 
protected.  Both  of  these  petitions  had  been 
presented  to  the  other  branch  of  the  Legisla- 
ture, and  no  petition  either  one  way  or  the 
other  had  been  presented  to  the  Council.  The 
only  part  token  in  the  matter  by  the  person  in 
whose  interest  it  was  insinuated  that  the  Bill 
was  promoted  related  to  the  price  to  be  pud 
for  the  land.  He  maintained  that  it  should  be 
sold  at  its  present  value. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  WATERHOUSE  thought  it 
desirable  that,  in  the  interests  of  the  people 
of  Eketahuna,  this  Bill  should  not  be  allowed 
to  pass.  In  country  towns  there  was  an  ab- 
sence of  reserves ;  but,  through  an  accident, 
the  Town  of  Eketahuna  was  placed  in  an  excep- 
tional position.  It  had  a  fine  reserve  running 
through  the  very  heart  of  the  town,  capable  ot 
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being  planted  out  euad  made  a  promenade 
of.  Let  them  imagine  what  an  advantage  it 
would  be  to  the  City  of  Wellington  if  they  had 
a  promenade  running  through  it  such  as  the 
only  one  they  haid  —  at  Pitzherbert  Terrace. 
It  would  be  a  source  of  gratification  to  the 
inhabitants  for  all  time  to  come.  He  had  tra- 
velled a  good  deal  in  foreign  parts,  and  one  of 
the  great  attractions  of  Continental  cities  and 
villages  was  that  open  places  were  sot  apart 
■where  the  inhabitants  could  gather  together  of 
an  evening  and  amuse  themselves.  It  was  very 
pleasant  to  see  them  gather  in  those  open  areas 
and  amuse  themselves.  By  a  fortunate  acci- 
.dent  the  inhabitants  of  Eketahuna  had  been 
placed  in  possession  of  a  strip  of  land  running 
through  the  town  of  three  chains  width.  This 
would  be  eligible  for  a  promenade  or  other 
place  of  amusement.  It  was  now  proposed  to 
deprive  the  people  of  Eketahuna  of  that  privi- 
lege. The  township  had  been  laid  out  by  some 
private  person ;  and  generally  private  persons, 
in  laying  out  townships,  did  not  make  adequate 
provision  for  public  reserves.  The  land  was 
sold  under  the  Land  Regulations  of  the  time, 
and  he  did  not  know  whether  it  was  sold  for 
10s.  or  £1  per  acre.  The  place  was  laid  out  as 
a  town,  and  would  soon  become  a  railway 
town;  and  it  was  proposed  that  the  persons 
whose  land  abutted  on  the  railway  reserve 
should  be  entitled  to  increase  their  holdings 
to  the  extent  of  44ft.  at  the  cost  of  10s.  or  20s. 
per  acre.  The  price  fixed  was  simply  absurd. 
If  anything,  the  land  was  worth  £50  per  acre ; 
and  he  asked  why  these  persons  should  be 
allowed  to  increase  their  holdings  at  the  maxi- 
mum price  mentioned.  He  did  not  think  the 
Council  could  for  one  moment  sanction  such  a 
proceeding,  and  he  hoped,  in  the  interests  of 
Eketahuna,  the  Bill  would  not  bo  passed. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  H.\KT,  as  a  member  of  the 
Local  Bills  Committee  to  which  the  Bill  had 
been  referred,  said  that  these  lands  were  of  no 
value,  but  at  present  were  a  great  nuisance  to 
the  owners  of  land  adjoining,  because  weeds 
grew  there  abundantly ;  and,  unless  the  owners 
of  adjoining  land  went  to  the  expense  of  con- 
stantly clearing  the  weeds,  the  nuisance  would 
continue  and  spread  to  the  surrounding  pro- 
perty. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  BARNICOAT  thought  that  if 
the  people  of  Wellington  could  have  a  reserve 
three  chains  wide  running  right  through  the 
town  it  would  be  a  great  boon  indeed ;  but  in 
the  case  of  Eketahuna  this  would  be  a  nui- 
sance. The  reserve  would  be  a  nest  for  all  sorts 
of  weeds  and  briars,  thorns  and  thistles,  and 
woald  become  a  nuisance.  He  thought  there 
was  reason  to  accede  to  the  desire  of  the  Eke- 
tahuna people,  and  he  supported  the  second 
reading  of  the  Bill.  , 

The  Hon.  Mr.  CHAMBERLIN  said  the 
arguments  of  the  Hon.  Mr.  Waterhouse  had 
quite  convinced  him  as  to  the  propriety  of  op- 
posing the  Bill.  It  appeared  to  him  that  wide 
streets  were  most  desirable  in  a  climate  like 
this ;  and,  as  to  their  being  a  nuisance  owing 
to  weeds  growing  in  them,  that  objection  would 
just  as  well  apply  to  narrow  streets  as  to  broad 
Eon.  Mr.  WaUrhousa 


streets.  There  could  be  no  donbt  that  wide 
streets  were  an  advantage,  and,  instead  of  their 
being  unhealthy,  they  had  a  sanitary  efiect. 
The  waste  ground  absorbed  the  odours  that 
emanated  from  bad  drainage,  and  in  other  waji 
they  were  most  desirable  to  have  for  the  com- 
fort of  the  people  and  for  sanitary  purposes. 
He  thought  it  would  be  a  very  great  mistake  to 
prevent  the  future  inhabitants  or  the  unborn 
millions  from  having  the  advantage  which  had 
been  conferred  upon  them,  and  he  voted  in 
favour  of  retaining  the  land,  so  that  there 
should  be  a  wide  street  which  might  in  time 
be  called  a  "  boulevard."  He  would  certainly 
oppose  the  Bill. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  SHEPHARD  said  the  ques- 
tion seemed  to  him  to  affect  the  preservatim 
of  this  large  open  space.  What  he  would  like 
to  know  was,  Who  was  to  keep  this  in  order, 
and  wher^was  the  money  to  come  from  to  keep 
tt  in  order?  It  did  not  appear  to  him  that 
there  was  any  power  given  to  the  local  body  to 
keep  it  in  order.  The  road  was  three  chains 
wide,  and  nothing  could  be  worse  than  to  have 
such  an  enormous  width,  because  it  would  be 
impossible  to  keep  it  in  repair  and  order.  The 
inhabitants  of  the  district  would  be  glad  to  get 
rid  of  what  would  undoubtedly  be  a  serious 
burden  to  them.  It  was  proposed  to  omit  the 
proviso  with  regard  to  the  price,  and  leave  the 
County  Council  to  arrange  the  price. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  JOHNSON  said  it  must  not 
be  forgotten  that  the  great  width  of  road  was 
reserved  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  the  railway 
there.  The  sections  of  land,  he  understood, 
were  taken  up  on  the  understanding  that  the 
railway  was  to  go  there.  The  railway,  how- 
ever, had  been  diverted.  If  it  hod  not  been 
intended  that  the  railway  should  go  there  tbe 
road  would  not  have  been  laid  off  to  such  a 
great  width. 

Bill  committed,  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  Council  adjourned  at  ten  minutes  to 
eight  o'clock  p.m. 


HOUSE    OF    REPRESENTATIVES. 

Tuesday,  20th  December,  1887. 


Second  Readings  —  Third  Keadings  —  Crown  and 
Native  Lands  Kating  Act  Repeal  Bill  —  LAnd 
BUI  —  West  Coast  Settlement  Besorres  Bill  — 
South  Island  (Westland  and  Kelson)  Naiiva 
Reserves  Bill  —  Government  Railways  Bill  — 
Local  Bodies'  Finance  and  Powers  Bill — XaTal 
and  Military  Settlers'  and  Volunteers'  Land  B0 
—Public  Works  Bill  — Public  Bodies'  Powers 
BUl-Miniug  BUI. 

Mr.  Sfeakeb  took  the  chair  at  half-past  two 
o'clock. 

Pbayebs. 

SECOND  READINGS. 
Building  Societies  Bill,  Tamaki  West  Licens- 
ing   District    Bill,    Sounds    County   Hospital 
Representation  Bill,  Public  Reserves  Sale  Bill, 
Municipal  Corpoiations  Bill  (No.  2). 
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THIRD  BEADINGS. 
Bnilding  Societies  Bill,  Tamaki  West  Licens- 
ing District    Bill,    Sounds    County    Hospital 
Representation  Bill,  Public  Reserves  Sale  Bill, 
Municipal  Corporations  Bill  (No.  2). 

CROWN  AND  NATIVE  LANDS  RATING 
ACT  REPEAL  BILL. 

Major  ATKINSON.  — Sir,  as  honourable 
members  are  probably  anxious  to  know  what 
business  remains  to  be  done,  with  a  view  to 
making  arrangements  for  leaving,  I  may  say 
that,  though  there  arc  apparently  a  good  many 
Bills  on  the  Order  Paper  that  tho  Government 
consider  necessary,  still  the  majority  of  them 
ore  Bills  which  I  think  the  House  will  assist 
the  Government  to  pass.  There  is  only  one  Bill 
that  would  cause  a  great  deal  of  discussion — 
though,  of  course,  tlioio  may  be  differences  of 
opinion  about  others,  such  as  the  Loan  Bill — 
and  that  is  the  Crown  and  Native  Lands  Rating 
Act  Repeal  Bill,  to  which  there  is  a  groat  deal 
of  opposition.  The  Government  think  the  Act 
must  bo  repealed ;  but,  looking  at  tho  late 
period  of  tho  session,  and  knowing  that  some 
honourable  gentlemen  feel  strongly  about  it, 
we  arc  prepared  for  this  session  to  abandon  it, 
only  on  the  distinct  understanding  that  tho 
Government  consider  any  obligations  vmder  it 
must  not  extend  beyond  the  beginning  of  next 
session ;  and  they  will  ask  tho  House  at  the 
beginning  of  next  session  to  repeal  the  Act.  Wo 
wish  tho  local  bodies  to  distinctly  understand 
that,  so  far  as  the  Government  can  say  so,  no 
obligations  will  be  incurred  under  it  next  year. 
I  hope,  that  Bill  being  removed,  we  may  bo  able 
to  set  to  work  on  the  others,  and  if  there  is  only 
a  reasonable  amount  of  fair  dii^cussion  on  them 
I  can  see  no  reason  why  we  should  not  get 
through  them  by  to-morrow  evening.  As  to 
the  llunicipal  Corporations  Bill,  wo  propose 
to  pass  only  such  clauses  of  it  as  are  ab.solutely 
necessary  to  put  matters  right,  and  I  think 
with  that  understanding  we  shall  bo  able  to 
pass  that  Bill.  Wo  propose  to  pass  the  three 
Bills  from  tho  other  House  relating  to  Native 
lands. 

Mr.  HUTCHISON.— Will  tho  Premier  pro- 
mise to  bring  in  the  substituting  measure  to 
replace  the  Crown  and  Native  Lands  Hating 
Act  next  session,  its  operation  to  bcjjin  from 
the  repeal  of  tho  Act?  That  measure  was 
promised  in  the  Financial  Statement. 

Major  ATKINSON.— Yes ;  I  shall  do  that, 
tmdoubtedly.  One  reason  why  I  do  not  pro- 
pose to  go  on  with  the  repeal  of  the  Act  this 
year  is  that  it  would  be  impossible  to  bring  in 
and  pass  tho  substituting  measure,  though  I 
have  got  it  prepared. 

LAND  BILL. 

Mr.  O.  F.  RICHARDSON  brought  up  the 
report  of  the  Free  Conference  on  the  Land 
Bill,  to  the  efiect  that  Land  Boards  were  to  bo 
retained  as  at  present  until  the  end  of  next 
session;  but  payment  to  be  at  the  reduced  fees 
recommended  by  the  Government.  He  moved, 
That  the  report  be  agreed  to. 

Motion  agreed  to. 


WEST  COAST  SETTLEMENT  RESERVES 
BILL. 

Major  ATKINSON. —I  beg  to  move  the 
second  reading  of  this  Bill.  The  Bill  has 
already  been  three  times  before  the  House,  and 
every  honourable  member,  I  venture  to  suggest, 
knows  about  it.  Last  year  a  compromise  was 
come  to  with  the  Natives  ;  but  the  clause  was 
very  clxmasy,  very  unsatisfactory,  and  very  ex- 
pensive, and  I  hope  to  bo  able,  when  the  Bill  is 
committed  presently,  to  amend  it  so  as  to  re- 
move these  objections.  If  I  cannot  do  that,  I 
shall  be  willing  to  accept  the  Bill  as  it  is  in 
order  to  get  it,  so  as  to  do  justice  to  a  very 
considerable  number  of  settlers  on  the  West 
Coast. 

Mr.  TAIPUA. — I  should  like  to  speak  upon 
this  Bill  before  its  committal.  There  was  a 
great  deal  of  discussion  upon  it  when  it  was 
last  before  the  House,  on  account  of  the  Pre- 
mier's opposition  to  the  Bill.  On  the  last  occa- 
sion somo  amendments  were  made  in  the 
direction  of  improving  it,  and  it  was  then 
referred  to  the  Upper  House.  Further  amend- 
ments were  there  made  in  it,  and  the  result  was 
that  it  was  not  passed.  I  objected  to  the  Bill 
when  it  was  last  before  the  House.  It  was 
brought  up  by  the  late  Government,  and  the 
present  Government  revived  it.  Now,  this  is 
a  measure  which  requires  deeper  consideration 
on  the  part  of  the  Maori  people,  and  I  regret 
that  the  Native  people  have  not  had  an  oppor- 
tunity of  studying  its  provisions.  This  is  a  very 
important  measure,  and  I  regret  very  muon 
that  there  is  so  littlo  time  for  the  House  to 
consider  it  fully.  There  are  a  groat  number  of 
Native  chiefs  in  Wellington  who  had  something 
to  say  upon  this  measure ;  but,  owing  to  the 
press  of  business,  tho  Premier  was  unable  to 
meet  the  Natives  and  discuss  it.  I  had  hoped, 
from  the  statement  made  by  the  Premier  at 
the  commencement  of  this  session,  that  legisla- 
tion beneficial  to  the  Natives  would  be  intro- 
duced during  the  present  session,  but  I  am 
now  become  aware  that  there  is  no  amend- 
ment likely  to  result  in  benefit  to  tho  Natives. 
As  honourable  members  know,  a  number  of 
petitions  have  been  received  from  Natives 
resident  on  the  West  Const.  The  petitioners 
take  the  strongest  objection  to  tho  appoint- 
ment of  Asso.-^sors  as  valuators,  and  also  ask 
that  at  the  expiration  of  tlio  leases  tho  land 
should  revert  to  tho  Native  owners.  These 
petitions  were  very  carefully  considered  by 
both  the  European  and  Native  members  of 
the  Native  Affairs  Committee.  Full  evidence 
was  taken.  Some  of  the  petitioners  appeared 
before  tho  Committee ;  and  the  Committee 
considered  the  advisability  or  otherwise  of 
returning  the  land  to  the  Natives  at  the 
expiration  of  the  present  leases.  The  ques- 
tion, also,  of  appointing  Native  Assessors  was 
considered  by  them  in  all  its  bearings.  Mr. 
Ballance,  the  late  Native  Minister,  supported 
the  petitioners  in  the  statements  he  made,  and 
expressed  his  desire  to  grant  their  wish.  The 
Public  Trustee  was  requested  to  attend  the 
Committee,  and  did  so,  and  gave  evidence  with 
respect  to  these  lands.    The  question  was  put 
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to  him,  "  In  your  opinion,  what  should  be  done 
with  these  lands  when  the  present  leases  fall 
in  ?  "  He  answered  at  once,  "  In  my  opinion 
they  should  revert  to  the  Native  owners.  It  is 
the  best  thing  to  let  the  Natives  have  the  land 
back."  I  was  in  hope,  from  what  took  place  at 
that  Committee,  and  from  the  report  adopted, 
that  the  prayer  of  the  petitioners  would  be 
granted.  Now,  however,  I  find  it  is  not 
proposed  to  give  the  Natives  any  relief  in  the 
direction  indicated  by  the  Committee.  Last 
evening  I  met  the  Premier,  and  we  had  a  long 
consultation  respecting  this  Bill.  I  could  not 
see  my  way  to  support  it,  and  I  said  the  re- 
sponsibility for  this  measure  must  rest  with  the 
House :  if  I  was  unable  to  prevent  its  being 
adopted  by  the  House,  I  could  not  help  it.  Wo 
considered  this  matter,  and  it  was  proposed  to 
postpone  it  until  to-day,  to  have  another  oppor- 
tunity of  considering  what  could  bo  done. 
What  I  have  to  complain  of  is  this  :  that  legis- 
lation affecting  the  Native  people  is  postponed 
until  the  last  days  of  the  session,  and  then 
brought  in  with  a  rush.  How  is  it  that  legis- 
lation affecting  Europeans  is  dealt  with  at  the 
commencement  of  the  session,  whilst  matters 
relating  to  the  Native  people  are  put  oS  to 
the  very  end?  The  same  course  was  adopted 
last  session.  This  Bill  was  brought  in  just 
at  the  close,  and  I  then  prayed  the  House 
to  postpone  it  until  this  session,  thinking  that 
it  would  bo  introduced  at  the  beginning  of  the 
session,  and  that  full  consideration  would  be 
given  to  it.  However,  the  same  course  is  now 
pursued.  The  matter  which  causes  me  the 
greatest  regret  is  this  :  Native  petitioners  have 
come  before  the  Native  Aflairs  Committee, 
and  wo  have  adopted  reports  which,  if  carried 
out,  would  give  them  relief.  This  Bill  goes  in 
an  entirely  opposite  direction,  so  that  the  work 
we  have  done  in  the  Native  Affairs  Committee 
is  labour  in  vain.  If  this  Bill  passes  in  its 
present  state  those  petitioners  who  have  been 
before  the  Native  Allairs  Committee  will  say 
that  they  have  been  deceived.  I  regret  that  I 
am  unable  to  approve  of  this  measure.  I  know 
the  reason  this  Bill  is  being  brought  in:  it  is 
being  brought  in  in  the  interests  of  the  Euro- 
pean constituents  on  the  West  Coast.  It  may 
be  that  the  European  members  of  this  House, 
during  the  late  electioneering  canvass,  had 
this  matter  brought  before  them  by  their  con- 
stituents, and  I  suppose  that  is  the  reason  why 
this  Bill  has  been  introduced.  The  Europeans 
on  the  West  Coast  have  asked  that  this  Bill 
be  passed.  On  the  other  hand,  my  Native 
constituents  in  the  di^^tnct  have  asked  n>e  to 
oppose  it  and  prevent  its  being  passed.  The 
objectionable  features  in  this  Bill  are  these  : 
First,  the  proposal  to  give  power  to  Natives  to 
sign  leases  on  behalf  of  other  Natives.  When 
I  visited  the  Natives  in  one  district  they  made 
a  strong  point  of  this — they  objected  to  this 
proposal.  They  asked  me  if  such  a  plan  as 
this  was  in  conformity  with  English  law — to 
delegate  to  one  man  the  power  of  disposing  of 
land  belonging  to  another.  I  told  them  it  was 
not;  that  I  had  never  heard  of  such  a  pro- 
posal before.  I  told  them  that  the  only  paral- 
Mr.  Taipua 


lei  cases  were  the  cases  of  minors  or  persons 
under  disability,  where  trustees  were  appointed 
to  administer  for  them. 

Mr.  CARROLL. — I  quite  agree  vrith  all  the 
arguments  used  by  the  honourable  gentleman 
who  has  just  sat  down.  I  am  rather  in  favour 
of  this  Bill  being  postponed  until  next  session. 
I  think  the  question  involved  is  a  very  large 
one,  and,  as  the  recess  will  probably  be  a  short 
one,  there  would  not  be  much  harm  done  by 
the  postponement  of  this  measure  until  next 
session.  It  will  also  give  time  to  the  honour- 
able member  who  last  spoke  to  see  his  con- 
stituents residing  in  that  particular  district, 
and  who  will  be  affected  by  this  measure.  I 
suggest  this  because  I  do  really  wish  that 
legislation  affecting  Native  matters  should  be 
carried  on  harmoniously  between  the  two  races. 
It  should  not  be  altogether  one-sided.  I  am 
afraid  this  goes  in  the  direction  of  one-sidcdness, 
from  what  I  can  see  of  it.  It  is  true  tho  Euro- 
pean lessees  in  that  district  are  labouring  under 
a  hardship,  certain  promises  of  renewals  having 
been  made  to  them  by  tho  Public  Trustee  cr  the 
Commissioner — I  do  not  know  which.  They 
have  been  building  their  hope  upon  these  pro- 
raises  of  renewal,  and  no  doubt  have  gone  into 
extensive  improvements.  I  would  propose  in 
any  case  that  tho  Natives  should  be  prepared 
to  protect  tho  improvements  of  these  European 
lessees,  no  matter  how  or  in  what  form  this 
measure  goes  through.  I  believe  tho  Natives 
are  alwavs  willing  to  protect  the  Europeans  so 
far  as  their  improvements  are  concerned.  But 
the  great  point  is,  whether  those  lands  should 
revert  to  the  Natives  to  deal  with  as  they  like, 
or  continue  to  be  managed  for  them  by  the 
Public  Trustee.  That  is  the  great  point  in- 
volved, in  my  idea.  Wo  have  had  petitions 
before  the  Native  Affairs  Committee  from  Na- 
tives owning  this  land,  asking  that  this  land,  as 
soon  as  tho  leases  are  expired,  should  be 
returned  to  them,  that  they  should  bo  al- 
lowed to  re-lease  to  Europeans  or  occupy  and 
utilise  tho  properties  as  they  will.  As  owners, 
and  considering  that  they  leased  tho  land  to 
Europeans,  I  think  their  request  should  reccivo 
some  consideration ;  and  1  hope  the  Premier 
will  consider  their  petitions  in  some  way  or 
other.  I  ask  him  to  postpone  this  meoiiuro 
until  next  session,  so  that  every  opportunity 
may  be  given  for  something  fair  being  done 
between  tlio  two  races.  Hasty  legislation,  as  a 
rule,  has  very  bad  effects,  and  no  doubt  tho 
faulty  legislation  we  have  complained  of  in 
connection  with  Native  matters  in  the  past  has 
been  owing  to  the  hasto  with  which  Native 
measures  have  been  passed  through  this  House  ; 
and  I  think  the  Premier  is  aware  of  that.  And 
not  only  that :  a  Bill  has  just  been  discharged 
from  the  Order  Paper — the  Crown  and  Native 
Lands  Rating  Act  Repeal  Bill.  It  is  a  Bill  in 
which  the  Natives  have  a  considerable  interest, 
every  bit  as  much  as  in  this — even  more  so  ;  but 
by  tho  discharging  of  that,  and  attempting  to 
force  this  one  through,  tho  Natives  will  get  an 
idea  that  the  Government  are  one-sided  alto- 
gether. There  was  no  occasion  for  that,  imless 
pressure  had  been  brought  to  bear  on  (he  Pre- 
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miei  from  his  European  friends.    He  need  not 
have  dropped   the  Crown  and  Native  Lands 
Rating  Bill.     However,  I  wish  to  say  notliing 
more  about  it.    But  I  ask  the  Premier  to  pause 
and  teconsidet  the  matter,  and  to  think  whether 
it  is  advisable  to  go  on  now  with  this  Bill  or 
leave  it  alone  till  next  session,    I  can  assure 
him  that,  if  he  leaves  it  over,  we,  represent- 
ing the  Maoris  in  this  House,  will  give  him 
ever>-  assistance  to  pass  such  a  measure  as 
will  suit  both  sides.     This  measure  may  suit 
both 'sides,  but  I  cannot  say  whether  tliat  is  the 
case  or  not,  having  had  no  time  to  consider  that. 
The  clauses  to  which  I  have  referred  particu- 
larly are  those  dealing  with  what  are  called 
the  confirmed  leases.     There  are  two  classes 
of  land  under  the  operation  of  this  Act.    The 
confirmed  leases  are  those  which  the  Natives 
themselves  made  to  Europeans  before  "The 
West  Coast  Settlements  Act,  1884,"  was  passed. 
The  terms  were  arranged  between  the  Maoris 
and  the  Europeans,   and    they    entered  into 
contracts  and  signed  the  deeds.    Then,  after  a 
time,  the  West  Coast  Settlements  Act  came 
into  force,  and  these  leases  were  brought  under 
the  operation  of  that  Act  and  were  confirmed 
by  it,   and    therefore  were    called  confirmed 
leases.    The  other  leases  relate  to  lands  dealt 
with  directly  under  the  Act,  and  lecsod  by  the 
Public  Trustee.    I  do  not  want  to  refer  to  them 
at  all.    I  think  that  it  is  advisable  at  the  pro- 
sent  time  that  these  leases  should  still  remain 
under  the  administration  of  the  Public  Trus- 
tee, because  tlicy  are  owned  more  or  less  by 
Tc-\Vhitiites,  who  arc  fanatics.     But  in  the 
case  of  confirmed  leases  there  is  no  reason 
whatever  for  taking  them  away  from  the  control 
of  the  Natives,  because  tlicy  were  leased  by 
themselves  to  the  Europeans,  and  when  the 
leases  fall  in  they  only  wish  to  have  the  re- 
leasing of  them  again,  or  the  occupation  for 
themselves.     These  lands   lie   between  Patea 
and  Waitotara,  witliin  a  certain  district  there; 
and  I  think  it  would  bo  holding  out  very  strong 
inducements  to  these  Natives  living  near  Patea 
to  sever  themselves  from  To  Whiti  and  to  come 
in  more  closely  with  Europeans,  and  act  as 
Europeans.    But  wliat  effect  will  this  Bill  have 
upon  these  people  ?    It  will  have  a  most  dis- 
couraging effect  upon  the  Natives,  for  it  will 
make  them  think  that  you  will  not  allow  them 
to  have  the  control  of  their  lands  or  the  power 
to  lease  those  lands,  for  you  do  not  allow  them 
to  act  as  Europeans,  which  is  what  they  ask 
for.    There   was  a  Native  sent  in  a  petition, 
which  was  referred  to  the  Native  Affairs  Com- 
mittee the  other  day,  in  regard  to  this  matter, 
and  there  was  Some  important  evidence  taken 
before  the  Committee.     The   Public  Trustee, 
who  is  the  head  of  the  department  through 
which  these  lands  are  administered,  gave  evi- 
dence before  the  Committee ;  and  this  is  the 
way  in  which  he  describes  the  difference  be- 
tween the  two  classes  of  land  : — 

"  I  should  state  that  there  are  two  distinct 
systems  as  regards  the  reserves :  one,  a  very 
large  area,  has  been  leased  by  the  Public  Trus- 
tee ;  the  other  is  a  large  area,  but  much  smaller, 
and  was  originally  leased  by  the  Natives,  but 


-under  the  Act  of  1884  the  rents  under  the  leases 
are  payable  to  the  Public  Trustee." 

Now,  the  smaller  area  is  the  area  of  which 
I  am  speaking;  and  the  Natives  expect  that 
when  the  leases  fall  in  the  land  will  be  re- 
turned to  them,  so  that  they  can  deal  with  the 
Europeans  themprU'os.  Then,  again,  we  as- 
certained from  the  Public  Trustee  that  the 
cost  of  management  of  these  lands  was  some- 
thing very  great.  First  of  all,  the  Natives  were 
charged  7i  per  cent,  for  the  administration  of 
the  land,  and  then,  he  said,  the  wliole  thing  was 
unprofitable.  Everything  was  thrown  into  a 
state  of  confusion.  There  was  a  difficulty  in 
collecting  the  rents  which  were  not  paid,  and 
in  entertaining  a  number  of  applications  and 
requests  which  were  sent  in ;  and  ho  finished 
up  by  saying  that  he  thought  it  would  be  far 
better  if  the  control  of  these  lands  were  taken 
away  from  bim  and  given  back  to  the  Natives. 
Those  are  the  opinions  of  the  PubUc  Trustee, 
the  gentleman  who  has  the  administration  of 
these  lands ;  and  surely  he  ought  to  know  more 
about  it  than  anybody  else.  Then  wo  come  to 
the  promise  of  the  Premier.  The  Public  Trustee 
was  asked  whether  any  promise  had  been 
made  to  the  tenants  of  a  renewal  of  their 
leases,  and  he  said, — 

"  I  think  there  is  an  implied  promise.  I 
should  explain  that  when  the  Act  of  1884 
passed  there  was  a  provision  in  it  that  these 
confirmed  leases  should  come  under  the  Act 
and  be  renewed.  I  think,  it  the  Act  is  referred 
to,  you  will  find  some  such  provision.  In  accord- 
ance with  that  Act  Sir.  Thomas  Mackay,  who 
was  thou  on  the  West  Coast  acting  for  the 
Trustee,  held  a  meeting  of  those  coufirmed- 
leaso  holders.  I  believe  it  will  be  found  that 
ho  made  a  promise  to  thom  that  their  leases, 
having  come  under  the  Act,  would  be  renewed 
for  thirty  years  at  a  rental  to  be  determined  by 
valuation." 

Then  ho  was  nsked  wliether  Mr.  Mackay  was 
acting  for  the  Natives,  and  ho  replied,  "  No, 
not  for  the  Natives."  You  can  see,  therefore, 
that  the  Natives  were  not  represented  ot  all, 
and  that  there  was  only  one  side  considered 
right  through,  and  that  was  the  European  side, 
the  Natives  being  totally  ignored.  That  may  be 
right ;  I  do  not  say  it  is  wrong.  I  only  wish  to 
do  what  is  fair  to  both  sides,  because,  although 
I  represent  the  Natives  in  this  House,  1  also 
roijresent  the  country  and  the  Europeans  just 
as  much,  and  anything  I  can  do  to  benefit  both 
sides  without  injuring  one  I  shall  bo  most 
happy  to  do.  I  only  ask  for  a  little  time,  to  see 
if  we  cannot  in  soma  way  put  in  a  provision  or 
impose  a  condition  to  satisfy  the  Natives  that 
at  some  time  or  other  they  will  have  these 
leases  given  back  into  their  own  hands.  The 
principle  I  would  adopt  with  all  these  lands 
would  be  to  individualise  them.  So  long  as 
you  have  people  holding  lands  as  tenants  in 
common  there  will  be  difficulty.  But  I  would 
make  each  of  them  individualise  his  property, 
and  place  him  in  the  position  of  a  European.  I 
will  say  no  more.  I  only  ask  the  Premier  to 
consider  the  remarks  of  the  honourable  member 
for  the  West  Coast,  whose  district  this  measure 
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more  affects  than  it  does  mine,  althongb  I  could 
not  help  saying  these  few  words  on  the  suhject. 

Major  ATKINSON.— There  is  no  hasty  legis- 
lation in  this  matter.  This  Bill  is  simply  in- 
tended to  fulfil  certain  engagements  which 
were  entered  into  in  1881,  again  dealt  with  in 
1884,  and  again  in  two  successive  sessions. 
The  Natives  know  of  this  Bill,  and  I  venture 
to  say  that  a  large  majority  of  them  approve  of 
it,  because  they  know  that  a  great  injustice 
will  be  done  to  the  Europeans  if  it  is  not 
pa  sod.  I  can  understand  the  honourable 
iiiLnibcr  for  tlio  district  being  in  doubt  as  to 
the  meaning  of  the  Bill,  not  seeing  how  unfair 
it  would  be  not  to  pass  it,  and  that  he  should 
therefore  ask  for  time;  but  I  can  assure  him 
that  it  would  bo  doing  the  greatest  injustice  to 
a  large  number  of  people  not  to  pass  it.  One 
word  with  regard  to  the  disappointment  ex- 
pressed by  tlie  honourable  member  for  the 
Kast  Coast.  It  .sliould  not  cause  the  Natives 
any  disapiioiutnicnt  at  all,  because  this  Bill 
docs  not  in  any  vny  d<  al  with  their  lands.  It 
is  only  intended  to  (nllil  engagements  entered 
into  long  ato,  and  wliich  the  Government  have 
always  said  cliat  tlicy  would  fulfil  befero  hand- 
ing tlie  lands  baek  In  the  Natives.  I  believe  it 
onglit  to  lu'liandcii  Iju'-k  to  tlieni,  and  nothing 
but  tile  lateness  of  ilic  .session  has  prevented 
the  Governnunl  fio-.u  bringing  in  a  measure 
to  deal  with  that  niatiur.  We  shall,  however, 
after  the  session  is  u\er,  have  time  to  consult 
the  Natives;  and  I  have  no  doubt  that  when 
they  have  carefully  eonsidered  the  matter  they 
will  entirely  approve  of  our  proposals.  I  hope 
the  honourable  member  for  the  East  Coast  will 
let  us  get  the  Bill  through,  as  it  will  bo  just 
both  to  Natives  and  to  PJuropeans. 

Bill  read  a  second  time,  and  committed. 

On  the  motion.  That  the  Bill  bo  read  a  third 
time, 

Jlr.  TAIPUA  said,— Before  the  Bill  is  passed 
I  wish  to  say  this  :  The  reason  why  I  withdrew 
my  opposition  to  the  ISill  was  because  the  Pre- 
mier made  a  statement  to  the  Native  mem- 
bers assuring  them  that  next  session  he  will 
introduce  a  Bill  giving  the  Natives  full  power 
to  deal  with  their  lands.  Owing  to  that  pro- 
mise, and  in  the  hope  that  some  measure 
beneficial  to  the  Natives  may  be  introduced,  I 
did  not  on  this  occasion  oppose  tho  Bill. 

Mr.  TAIWH.\N(4A.— 1  have  had  a  Bill  be- 
fore tho  House  this  session  which  the  Native 
chiefs  of  the  Auckland  District  wished  to  see 
passed.  They  asked  the  Government  to  pass  it, 
and  the  Government  refused.  That  was  the 
only  Bill  which  they  thought  would,  if  passed, 
relieve  the  minds  of  tho  ilaoris,  because  it 
would  have  given  them  the  control  of  their 
property.  That  is  the  only  Bill  really  for  the 
benefit  of  the  Maoris  which  has  been  intro- 
duced this  session,  and  it  has  not  been  passed. 
In  bringing  in  that  Bill  I  was  acting  in  the  in- 
terests of  the  whole  Native  population  in  New 
Zealand.  I  sincerely  hope,  however,  that  the 
Government  will  keep  their  promise  and  give 
us  a  law  which  will  givo  us  the  management  of 
our  own  lands  in  the  future. 

Bill  read  a  third  time. 
Mr.  Carroll 


SOUTH  ISLAND  (WESTLAND  AND  NEL- 
SON) NATIVE  RESERVES  BILL. 

Major  ATKINSON.  —  I  beg  to  move  the 
second  reading  of  this  Bill,  which  is  somewhat 
of  the  same  nature  as  tho  last,  and  is  intended 
to  do  justice  to  the  tenants  of  these  reserves. 
The  Bill  passed  through  this  House  last  session. 
I  may  say  that  I  have  seen  the  Natives  most 
interested  —  one  an  honourable  member  of 
another  place,  and  the  other  tho  honourable 
member  for  the  Southern  %Iaori  District — who 
have  gone  carefully  through  the  Bill  and  agree 
with  the  principle,  suggesting  that  some  slight 
amendments  be  made  in  Committee.  Under 
these  circumstances  I  do  not  think  I  need 
detain  tho  House  further  by  explaining  the 
provisions  of  the  Bill. 

Mr.  PAR  AT  A.  —  When  this  measure  was 
before  the  House  last  session  there  was  very 
strong  opposition  to  it  on  the  part  of  the 
Native  members,  because  it  was  attempted  to 
be  forced  through  at  a  late  period  of  the  ses- 
sion. I  am  happy  to  say  it  will  not  be  neces- 
sary for  me  to  oiler  any  factious  opposition  to 
it  now,  because,  with  certain  amendments 
which  have  been  suggested  to  the  Premier,  and 
which  he  has  accepted,  I  think  it  may  bo  a  de- 
sirable measure.  1  shall  carefully  examine  the 
Bill  at  the  third  reading,  and  if  those  amend- 
ments arc  made  there  will  be  no  rea.son  for  ma 
to  oppose  it.  Many  of  the  Natives  interested 
in  the  reserves  in  the  South  Island  have  peti- 
tioned the  House,  and  have  sent  letters  to  me, 
asking  that  the  lands  shall  revert  to  them  at 
the  expiration  of  the  present  leases.  I  wish  to 
say  a  word  or  two  in  regard  to  that.  In  the 
proposal  as  to  compensation  for  improvements, 
the  objection  I  have  to  the  proposed  arrange- 
ment about  the  valuations  is  this :  Under  the 
old  Act  tho  Europeans  will  have  the  whole 
benefit  of  their  improvements ;  no  benefit  what- 
ever will  result  to  the  Natives — all  they  will 
get  will  be  their  rent.  There  is  another 
objection  I  have,  which  is  this :  Tho  trustees, 
those  administering  the  lands  in  the  past,  took 
upon  themselves,  without  any  authority  in 
law,  to  make  a  promise  that  the  present 
tenants  should  have  renewals  of  their  leases. 
That  was  an  illegal  proceeding  of  theirs,  and 
it  has  been  a  fruitful  source  of  trouble.  Had 
they  taken  tho  Natives  into  their  confidence 
before  making  these  rash  promises  it  would 
have  been  different ;  but,  as  it  was,  they  acted 
without  the  cognisance  of  the  Natives,  and 
quite  without  their  consent.  These  promises 
were  made  in  the  interests  of  tho  European 
settlers,  and  tho  Natives  were  not  consulted, 
and  had  no  voico  in  it  at  all.  I  will  not  go 
into  the  question  of  the  reserves  at  Arowhenoa, 
Mawhera,  and  Greymouth,  because  there  is 
an  honourable  gentleman  in  Wellington  who 
knows  all  about  these  reserves,  and  no  doubt 
he  will  take  advantage  of  the  opportunity  and, 
if  necessary,  he  will  improve  the  measure  so  far 
OS  it  relates  to  these  reserves,  and,  if  any  neces- 
sary amendments  aro  needed,  will  see  they  are 
inserted.  I  hope  the  Houso  will  not  consider 
that  I  wish  to  act  prejudicially  to  the  interests 
of  the  Europeans.    I  wish  to  see  justice  meted 
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out  equally  both  to  the  Europeans  and  to  the 

Natives,  and  I  say  that  the  Natives  should 
have  a  voice  in  the  settlement  of  this  matter. 
But  what  I  do  insist  upon  is  this :  that  before 
any  fresh  leases  are  granted  the  consent  of  the 
Maoris  should  be  obtained,  and  I  do  not  think 
any  renewals  of  leases  should  be  granted  with- 
out their  knowledge  or  consent.  The  Natives 
are  on  friendly  terms  with  the  European 
lessees ;  and  it  is  only  fair  to  the  Maoris, 
seeing  that  they  are  the  owners  of  the  land, 
that  they  should  know  if  renewals  are  to  bo 
granted,  and  what  the  price  and  other  arrange- 
ments arc  to  be.  I  will  not  allude  further 
to  these  lands,  but  I  will  speak  now,  briefly, 
about  the  reserves  in  Motueka,  in  the  Nelson 
Provincial  District.  Petitions  have  been  sent 
to  the  House  by  the  Natives  interested  in 
these  lands,  in  wliich  they  ask  that  those  lands 
ivhich  have  not  houses  upon  them  or  any  valu- 
able improvements  should  be  given  back  to 
them  at  the  expiration  of  the  present  leases, 
in  order  that  they  may  cultivate  them  them- 
selves, because  they  at  present  have  not  suffi- 
cient lands  for  thoir  own  sustenance.  The 
Natives  are  actuated  by  a  very  praiseworthy 
object:  they  wish  to  emulate  their  European 
neighbours,  and  show  tliat  they  are  capable  of 
following  their  example  and  cultivating  these 
lands,  and  acting  in  every  respect  like  Euro- 
peans. I  think  it  would  be  a  very  '^ond  method 
of  encouraging  local  industry  to  kt  the  Natives 
have  the  lands  back  for  that  purpose.  I  would 
not  ask  that  lauds  should  bo  given  back  that 
have  houses  or  other  valuable  improvements 
on  them ;  but  I  think  it  only  reasonable  to 
give  them  for  tlicir  support  a  small  portion  of 
the  reserves  adjoining  their  present  holdings. 
I  have  interested  myself  in  this  matter,  and  I 
know  it  is  their  earnest  wish  to  get  back  some 
of  these  lands,  so  as  to  bo  placed  on  the  same 
footing  as  the  Europeans.  I  do  hope  the  Pre- 
mier will  give  me  an  a.«snrftnce  that  he  will 
insert  a  clause  giving  the  Public  Tru.'itee  power, 
if  it  prove  desirable,,  in  the  interests  of  both 
the  Natives  and  the  Europeans,  to  give  back 
certain  portions  of  these  lands  to  the  Natives 
at  the  expiration  of  the  present  leases — that 
is,  unless  it  could  bo  shown  that  it  would 
inflict  anj-  injustice  en  tlie  Europeans  or  the 
Natives.  I  think  the  honourable  member  for 
Motueka  will  bear  me  out  in  what  I  have  said, 
because  ho  is  acquainted  with  the  Natives 
there,  and  he  is  able  to  say  that  they  are 
actuated  by  a  desire  to  cultivate  the  land 
themselves.  I  hope  the  House  and  the.  Go- 
vernment will  agree  with  me  that  this  is  only  a 
reasonable  request  to  make,  and  I  trust  it  will 
be  given  effect  to.  I  ask  the  Premier  to  strike 
out  froui  the  Bill  the  references  to  the  Wako- 
nui  lands  in  the  South  Island,  so  that  it  may 
be  quite  clear  that  this  measure  will  apply 
to  reserves  on  the  west  coast  of  the  South 
Island.  That  would  distinguish  the  land  to 
which  it  is  to  apply  from  the  other  part. 
While  asking  for  this  amendment,  I  support 
the  second  reading  of  this  Bill. 

Mr.   W.  D.  STEWART  said  he  had  been 
communicated  with  on  this  matter  by  persons 


I  I 


who  pointed  out  that  the  time  had  arrived 
when  the  Natives  of  the  South  Island  should 
have  an  independent  power  over  their  reserves. 
That  power  had  been  given  to  Mr.  Taiaroa ; 
and  there  was  a  general  desire  among  Natives  of 
the  South  Island  that  a  similar  power  should 
be  given  to  them.  Ho  mentioned  the  matter 
now  so  that  the  Premier  might  consider  it 
before  the  Bill  should  come  into  Committee. 

Major  ATKINSON.— I  shall  bo  glad  to  con- 
sider the  question  raised  by  the  honourable 
member  for  the  Southern  Maori  District,  and, 
if  his  wish  can  be  given  effect  to  without  in- 
justice being  done  to  any  one,  I  shall  be  happy 
to  comply  with  it.  I  will  therefore  inlroduco 
a  clause  giving  the  Oovernor  in  Council  power 
to  deal  with  the  matter  if  he  is  satisfied  that  no 
injustice  will  be  done.  With  regard  to  what 
fell  from  the  honourable  member  for  Dunediu 
West,  I  do  not  think  it  would  bo  desirable  to 
introduce  such  a  clause  into  this  Bill ;  but  I 
hope  next  session  to  bring  down  a  Bill  which 
will  give  the  Natives  such  a  right  as  he  speaks 
of  wherever  they  are  fit  to  exercise  the  power. 

Bill  read  a  second  and  a  third  time. 

GOVERNMENT  RAILWAYS  BILL. 

On  the  question.  That  the  amoudm.'ntsmade 
by  the  Legislative  Council  in  this  Bill  bo  agreed 
to, 

Mr.  GOLD  IE  said  he  obson-od  that  the 
Council  had  struck  out  tlio  provision  which 
made  the  granthig  of  liconsos  to  sell  liquor  at 
railway-stations  subject  to  the  consent  of  the 
Licensing  Committee  of  tho  district.  That 
was  an  important  amendment,  which  ho  did 
not  agree  with. 
'    Amendments  agreed  to. 


'  LOCAL  BODIES'  FINANCE  AND  POWERS 
;  BILL. 

I      Major  ATKINSON  moved.  That  this  Bill  be 
I  re.od  a  second  time.    Its  object  was  simply  to 
'  reduce  the  subsidies,  as  laid  down  in  the  Finan- 
cial Statement. 
j      Sir  J.  VOGEL  was  nnderstood  to  say  that 
'  the  figures  in  the  Financial   Statement  and 
■  in  the  Public  Works  Statement  on  this  sub- 
ject  did    not    tally ;    and    tho    intentions    of 
the  Covcrnmtnt  appoArod  rather  vague.    The 
;  late   Government  proposed   to  pay  half  sub- 
I  sidles  for  this  year.    The  present  Government 
I  proposed  to  do  likewise  for  this  year,  but  he 
was  not  clear  as  to  their  intentions  next  year. 
Part  I.  of  the  Public  Works  Fund  would  be  ex- 
hausted about  May  next — there  would  be  only 
£CO,000  or  £70,000  at  the  end  of  March  next ; 
and  if  it  was  intended  to  find  the  subsidies 
out   of  the  Public  Works  Fund  he  did  not 
see  where  the  money  was  to  come  from  as 
soon  as  that  Fund  was  exhausted,  for  there 
was  no  provision  made  for  subsidies  in  the 
new  loan.    Ho  merely  pointed  these  matters 
out  so  that  tho  honourable  gentleman  should 
look  into  them  if  necessary;  but  perhaps  the 
honourable  gentleman  would  give  an  indication 
of  the  intentions  of  the  Government.    He  was 
not  quite  clear  on  the  point.    Was  it  intended 
that  the  subsidies  should  be  the  same  as  pro- 
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posed  by  the  late  Government  (or  this  year,  and 
the  same  next  year,  or  half  that  ? 

Major  ATKINSON  said  it  was  proposed  to 
give  the  same  this  year  and  next.  It  was  lett 
open  to  the  Government  to  make  other  pro- 
vision to  carry  on  at  the  same  rate  next  year. 
The  Government  thought  it  a  bad  plan  to  pay 
subsidies  out  of  loans,  and  they  hoped  next 
year  to  make  other  provision.  It  was  the  in- 
tention of  the  Government  to  pay  next  >ear  on 
the  same  amount. 

Mr.  WARD  asked  if  it  was  the  intention  of 
the  Government  to  withdraw  these  subsidies 
absolutely  from  the  local  bodies  without  making 
other  provision. 

Major  ATKINSON  replied  that  the  Govern- 
ment had  no  intention  of  doing  that.  Certainly 
some  provision  must  be  made.  They  did  not 
see  their  way  now  to  make  any  other  proposal, 
but  they  would  make  a  proposal  next  year. 

Bill  read  a  second  and  a  tiiird  time. 

NAVAL  AND  MILITARY  SKTTLERS'  AND 
VOLUNTEERS'  LAND  BILL. 

On  the  question.  That  this  Bill  be  read  a 
second  time, 

Mr.  T.  THOMPSON  said  there  was  a  matter 
in  connection  with  this  Bill  that  he  wished 
to  draw  attention  to.  He  would  ask  the 
Premier  if  he  considered  it  desirable  to  intro- 
duce a  clause  .so  that  men  who  were  entitled 
to  certilicatis  for  land  should  have  the  alter- 
native of  takiii,'?  a  money  payment.  His  rea- 
son for  sugsesUiiK  that  course  was  this:  that 
many  of  these  men  had  now  giown  old,  before 
their  chiims  were  roccgniscd,  and  they  were 
not  in  a  position  to  settle  on  laud.  If  such  a 
clause  as  tiie  one  su;,'ycsted  was  not  introduced 
into  the  Dill  tlio  conscqupiice  would  be  that 
their  scrip  would  get  into  tlie  hands  of  persons 
wlio  dealt  in  laud,  and  would  probably  be 
bought  for  Li  or  £5,  as  had  been  done  in  the 
past,  so  that  they  would  receive  very  little 
boueflc. 

Major  ATKINSON  would  bo  very  happy  to 
consider  such  a  clause  in  Committee.  He 
had  tliought  over  the  mattoi%  and  he  saw  con- 
siderable diliiculty  in  the  way.  What  the 
honourable  gcntKman  had  said  was  quite 
true ;  but  ho  was  afraid  there  was  no  way 
of  avoiding  that  diliiculty.  Tho  Provincial 
Governnicut  of  Taranaki  had  issued  certifi- 
cates of  hind  for  Militia  and  Volunteers'  ser- 
vices ;  but  land  which  was  confiscated  could 
not  be  taken  up  under  these  certificates,  and, 
as  the  whulo  of  the  province  was  confiscated 
territory,  the  Provincial  Government  bought 
up  these  certificates  for  ICs.  in  tlio  pound.  It 
would  thercloro  be  rather  hard  to  give  other 
claimants  a  higlier  money-compensation  for 
land  than  this.  These  men  were  entitled  to 
laud  valued  at  .£3'J,  aud  for  their  certificates 
thcv  received  il.'j. 

Mr.  T.  THOMPSON  would  be  satisfied  if  that 
course  could  he  adopted  in  tho  present  case. 

Dr.  NEWMAN  would  like  to  know,  on  behalf 

of  a  great  number  of  persons,  whether  this 

Bill  would  meet   the  vast  majority  of  coses 

where  claimants  had  been  shut  out  through 

Sir  J.  Vogel 


legal  technicalities.  Some  who  had  not  legal' 
claims  had  equitable  claims,  and  he  wished  to- 
know  if  this  Bill  would  meet  their  cases. 

Major  ATKINSON  said  he  hod  endeavoured, 
to  give  to  the  Commissioners  full  power  to  ieaX 
with  cases  on  an  equitable  basis,  and,  further, 
intended  that,  if  a  man  had  left  the  province 
for  which  the  grant  could  be  issued,  but  had  re- 
mained in  New  Zealand,  his  claim  should  still 
be  good.  It  seemed  to  him  that,  as  the  General 
Government  had  taken  over  tho  land,  and  as 
the  colony  had  hod  the  benefit  of  these  men's 
services  soipcwherc,  they  should  not  lose  their 
claim  because  they  hod  left  the  province  in 
which  they  were  entitled  to  the  land.  He  had 
also  given  soldiers  who  were  discharged  abroad 
one  year  to  learn  of  the  existence  of  tho  Act ; 
and  he  hoped  that  the  Bill  would  cover  all 
equitable  claims. 

Sir.  BUCHANAN  would  strongly  urge  the 
Government  to  accede  to  the  request  of  the 
honourable  member  for  Auckland  North.  He 
knew  of  several  cases  in  his  own  district  where 
men  had  grown  old,  and  were  exactly  in  the 
position  that  the  honourable  member  had  de- 
scribed ;  and  he  was  satisfied  it  would  only  be 
fair  justice  that  the  suggestion  the  honourable 
member  had  made  should  bo  given  effect  to. 

Mr.  BUCCE  would  like  to  ask  if  the  Premier 
intended  appointing  these  Commissioners  diur- 
ing  the  recess  ;  and,  if  so,  if  ho  would  advertise 
the  fact:  because  when  tlie  last  Commissioners 
sat  there  were  niuiibcis  of  men  who  lived  away 
in  the  back-country  who  never  heard  of  the 
sittings  at  all,  and  h.ad  never  preferred  their 
claims.  There  was  a  strong  feeling  among 
tho  old  soldiers  in  the  back-districts  that  they 
■  had  scarcely  received  sufficient  notice  with 
respect  to  tliis  matter. 

Mr.  ANDERSON  asked  if  ho  was  to  under- 
stand from  the  Colonial  Treasurer  that  the 
claims  of  persons  whose  names  did  not  appear 
on  this  schedule  would  receive  consideration 
from  the  Government.  Some  time  ago  he  pre- 
sented a  petition  from  a. person  whose  name 
he  did  not  see  on  either  schedule  ;  therefore  he 
asked  the  question. 

Major  ATKINSON  said  that,  as  to  advertis- 
ing, ho  should  propose  to  give  considerable 
notice.  He  would  keep  the  Commission  sit- 
ting for  a  considerable  time,  so  that  everybody 
should  have  an  opportunity  of  being  heard. 
The  schedule  to  tbe  Bill  only  contained  the 
names  of  persons  who  had  already  boon  re- 
ported as  persons  entitled  to  grants.  He  had 
nodaubt  theio  wcie  many  hundreds  who  would 
como  in  under  tho  new  Commission. 

Mr.  GUINNE.^S  hoped  the  Premier  would 
also  direct  the  Commission  to  sit  in  different 
parts  of  the  colony,  because  tho  last  Commis- 
sion only  sat  in  certain  portions  of  the  colony, 
and  did  not  visit  other  portions.  On  tho  West 
Coast  there  were  a  number  of  those  old  military 
settlers  who  wor6  claimants  for  land,  and  theil 
cases  had  never  been  heard.  He  trusted  the 
Commissioners  would  visit  each  district,  or  the 
centre  of  each  district. 

Major  ATKINSON  said  letters  had  been  re- 
ceived from  all  parts  of  tho  colony  complaining 
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of  the  vnciters'  oases  not  being  heard.  He 
would  endeavour  to  give  every  facility  and 
sufficient  time  for  the  hearing  bf  all  cases. 

Major  STEWARD  wished  to  state  that  the 
last  Commission  did  not  sit  at  Waimate,  where 
there  were  several  of  these  cases ;  and  he  hoped 
the  new  Commission  would  hold  a  sitting  there. 

Mr.  SAMUEL  said  this  Bill  would  give  a 
great  deal  of  satisfaction  throughout  the  coun- 
try ;  and  he  had  no  doubt  the  Commissioners 
would  give  the  fullest  opportunity  for  all  cases 
to  be  brought  forward  in  different  parts  of  the 
colony. 

Bill  read  a  second  and  a  third  time. 

PUBLIC  WOKKS  BILL. 
This  Bill  was  read  a  second  time,  and  com- 
mitted. 

IK  COUMnTEE. 

Clause  7. — Cost  of  exercising  powers  to  bo 
paid  by  local  authority. 

Mr.  E.  RICHAKDSON  moved,  That  the 
clause  be  erased. 

The  Committee  divided  on  the  question, 
"  That  the  clause  be  retained." 


Allen 

Anderson 

Atkinson 

Beetham 

Fergus 

Graham 

Hislop 

Jackson 

Jones 

La  wry 

Macaithur 

Mackenzie,  M. 


Ayes,  35. 
Mackenzie,  T. 
Mills 

^litchelson 
Monk 
Moss 
Newman 
Parata 
Peacock 
llichardson,  G. 
Rosa 
Samuel 
Seymour 


S.-Menteath 

Taipua 

Taiwhanga 

Tanner 

Thompson,  T. 

Walker 

Whyto 

Wilson 

Withy. 

tellers. 
Barron 
Buchanan. 


Noes,  21. 

Kelly 

Richardson 

Larnach 

Smith 

SIcKenzic,  J. 

Taylor 

O'Conor 

■Turnbnll. 

Ormond 

Tellers. 

Reeves,  R.  II.  J 

.  Kerr 

Reeves,  W.  P. 

Scddon. 

Pair. 

Agaiiutt. 

Fisher. 

Blake 

Cadman 

Duncan 

Poldwiok 

Praser 

Goldie 

Hutchison 

Joyce 

For. 
Ward. 

Majority  for,  14. 
Clause  retained. 

Mr.  W'lTHY  proposed  a  new  clause  providing 
that  the  Railway  Cummissioncrs  shall  not  have 
power  to  grant  licenses  without  the  consent  of 
the  Road  Board,  County  Council,  or  Borough, 
given  annually,  in  writing. 

The  Committee  divided  on  the  question, 
"  That  the  clause  be  added  to  the  Bill." 


Allen 

Barron 

Beetham 

Bruce 

Buxton 

Cadman 


Ayes,  35. 
Carroll 
Feldwick 
Fitohett 
Praser 
Goldie 
Grey 


Guinness 

Joyce 

Lawry 

Macarthur 
Mackenzie,  M. 
Mackenzie,  T. 


Marohont 

Beeves,  B.  H.  J.  TnrnbuU 

Monk 

Boss 

Walker 

Moss 

Steward,  W.  J 

.Ward. 

Newman 

Tanner 

Tellers. 

Parata 

Taylor 

Smith 

Peacock 

Thompson,  T. 
Noes,  36. 

Withy. 

Atkinson 

Jones 

Richardson,  E 

Blake 

Kelly 

Richardson,  G 

Buchanan 

Kerr 

Samuel 

Dodson 

Lcvestam 

Seymour 

Duncan 

Loughrey 

Taipua 

Fergus 

McKcnzio,  J. 

Taiwhanga 

Pitzherbert 

Mills 

Vogel 

Graham 

Mitohelson 

White 

Grimmond 

O'Callaghan 

Wilson. 

Hislop 

O'Conor 

Tellers. 

Hutchison 

Ormond 

Perceval 

Izard 

Pearson 

Valentine. 

Jackson 

Majority  against,  1. 

Clause  negatived. 

PUBLIC  BODIES'  POWERS  BILL. 

IS  COMMITTEE. 

'  Mr.  HISLOP  moved  the  addition  of  a  new 
clause  providing  that  Boards  may  borrow  money 
by  bank  overdraft ;  shall  have  reasonable  time 
to  pay  the  same,  as  appointed  by  the  Governor; 
and  shall  have  the  same  allowed  in  the  accounts 
for  the  time  appointed. 

The  Committee  divided  on  the  question, 
"  That  the  clause  bo  read  a  second  time." 

Ayr.s,  45. 
.\llcn  Hodgkinson 

Anderson  Jackson 

Atkinson  Lcvestam 

Barron  Loughrey 

Beetham  Macarthur 

liruco  Jfarchant 

Buchanan  McGregor 

Dodson  Mitchelson 

Duncan  Jfoat 

Feldwick  Monk 

Fisher  Moss 

Fish  Newman 

Goldie  O'Conor 

Graham  Peacock 

Grimmond         Pearson 
Hislop 

NOEH,  10. 
Blake  Slackenzio,  M.  Taylor 

Buxton  Ormond  TumbuU. 

Cadman  Parata 

Fraser  Pyke  Tellers. 

Joyce  Smith  Hutchison 

Kelly  Taipua  Perceval. 

Majority  for,  29. 

Clause  read  a  second  time,  and  added  to  the 
Bill. 

Bill  reported,  and  read  a  third  time. 

MINING  BILL. 

On  the  motion  for  the  committal  of  this 
Bill, 

I  Ir.  PEACOCK  said  it  appeared  to  him  that 
this  Bill  interfered  with  private  rights  in  a  very 


Reeves,  W.  P. 
Richardson,  E. 
Richardson,  G. 
Ross 
Scddon 
Seymour 
Stewart,  W.  D. 
S.-Mcntoath 
Taiwhanga 
Tanner 
Thompson,  T. 
Whyte. 

Tellers. 
Steward,  W.  J. 
Valentino. 
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undesirable  manner — that  rights  were  being 
taken  away  from  private  individuals  without 
anything  of  that  being  apparent  in  the  Bill 
itself.  He  referred  particularly  to  clause  2, 
which  provided  that  "  the  taking  of  land  for 
the  deposit  of  tailings  or  for  the  construction  of 
sludge -channels  or  tailing-channels"  should 
be  "  deemed  to  be  taking  of  land  for  a  public 
work  within  the  meaning  of '  The  Public  Works 
Act,  1882 ; '  and  the  Governor  may  accordingly 
take  laud  under  such  Act  for  the  aforesaid  pur- 
poses." Now,  in  "  The  Besumption  of  Land 
for  Mining  Purposes  Act,  1873,"  and  also  in 
the  40th  section  of  'The  Mining  Act,  1886," 
it  was  set  forth  that  "  mining  purposes  "  con- 
ferred the  right  "  to  resume  land  which  may 
be  required  for  or  intended  to  be  used  as  a 
site  for  a  tail-race,  water-race,  dam,  resen'oir, 
sludgo-channel,  machine-site,  or  for  any  other 
purpose  connected  with  mining  for  gold  or 
silver."  In  the  same  section  it  was  distinctly 
laid  down  that  "  all  lands  which,  since  the 
twenty-ninth  day  of  September,  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  seventy-three,  have  been  or 
may  bo  alienated  or  agreed  to  be  alienated  froip 
the  Crown,  whetlier  by  way  of  absolute  sale  or 
lease  or  for  any  lesser  interest,  and  all  lands 
which  had  been  so  alienated  at  any  time  pre- 
vious to  the  above-mentioned  date,  with  the 
consent  of  the  owners  thei'cof  respectively,  shall 
bo  liable  to  be  resumed  for  mming  purposes  " 
on  payment  of  compensation,  &c.  That  was 
the  point  to  which  he  wished  to  direct  at- 
tention. Those  who  had  obtained  land  prior 
to  the  passing  of  the  Act  of  1873  were  not 
liable  to  have  it  taken,  and  under  the  Act  of 
1886  the  consent  of  the  owners  was  neces- 
sary fur  taking  lands  for  sludge-channels,  tail- 
races,  &o. ;  but  in  this  Bill  it  was  provided 
that  the  land  might  bo  taken  on  payment  of 
compensation  granted,  but  still  without  requir- 
ing the  con.sent  of  the  owner,  as  provided  for  in 
the  Act  of  1880.  Ho  thought  it  improper  that 
they  should  in  this  way  pass  legislation  retro- 
spectively affecting  private  rights.  He  should 
like  to  hear  what  the  Minister  had  to  say  on 
the  subject. 

Mr.  (}.  P.  KICHARDSON  would  like  the 
honourable  gentleman  to  observe  that  this  was 
not  taking  land  for  niimiig  purposes.  It  was 
only  taking  land  for  two  ^|),eilic  purposes — the 
making  of  sludge-chuumMs  and  tailing-raees — 
and  compensation  must  be  paid. 

Mr.  PEACOCK  admitted  that;  but  it  did 
not  touch  the  point  he  had  raised,  for  these 
works  were  included  in  the  general  definition  of 
"  mining  purposes,"  which  were  subject  to  the 
restriction  he  had  mentioned. 

Mr.  a.  F.  RICHARDSON  said  it  was  very 
desirable  this  alteration  should  be  made  in  the 
law,  but  he  had  no  objection  to  making  the 
clause  permissive.  There  were  cases  in  which 
it  was  desirable  that  there  should  be  a  power 
to  take  land  on  full  compensation  being  paid. 

Mr.  PEACOCK  said  that  the  rights  of  the 
people  who  had  obtained  land  prior  to  1873 
should  oertajnly  be  conserved. 

Bill  committed. 
Mr.  Peacock 


IN  commrcEB. 

Clause  15. — Depasturing  and  timber  and 
other  licenses  within  mining  districts  to  be 
granted  by  Wardens  only. 

Mr.  SEDDON  moved.  That  the  word"de. 
pasturing  "  be  struck  out. 

The  Committee  divided  on  the  question, 
"  That  the  word  proposed  to  be  struck  ont 
stand  part  of  the  clause." 

Ates,  9. 
McGregor 


Tellers. 
Pearson  Jackson 

Richardson,  G.  Peacock. 


Fisher 
Graham 
Hamlin 
Hislop 

Noes,  13. 
Anderson  Grimmond         Thompson,  T. 

Blake  Lamach 

Bruce  Lawry  Tellers. 

Fergus  ^lackenzie,  M.  Guinness 

Fraser  Parata  Scddon. 

^lajority  against,  4. 

Word  struck  out. 

The  Committee  divided  on  the  question, 
"  That  the  clause,  as  amended,  stand  part  of 
the  Bill." 

Ates,  11. 
Anderson  Grimmond         Parata. 

Blake  Lamach  TeUers. 

Bruce  Lawry  Guinness 

Fraser  Mackenzie,  'il.  Seddoa. 


Noes,  12. 
Peacock  Thompson,  T. 

Pearson  Tellers. 

Richardson,  G.  McGregor 
Taylor  Monk. 


Carroll 

Fisher 

Graham 

Hislop 

Jackson 

Majority  against,  1. 

Clause  struck  out. 

Bill  reported,  and  read  a  third  time. 

The  House  adjourned  at  ten  minutes  to  three 
o'clock  a.m. 


LEGISLATIVE  COUNCIL. 

Wednesday,  illst  December,  ISST. 


First  Readings— Second  Beadingg— Third  Readings- 
State's  Property'  iu  Bunuing  Water — Municipal 
Coi*porfttlonB  Bill— Fisheries  Conservation  BiB— 
Public  Reserves  Sale  Bill  — T.  K.  Taiara— 
Parliameatary  Honorarium  and  Privilef;es  Act- 
Public  Bodies'  Powers  Bill— South  Island  ('West- 
land  and  Nelson)  Native  Rpserves  Bill — Xavml 
and  Military  Settlers'  and  YolunteerB'  Liand  Bill 

The  Hon.  the  Speaker  took  the  chair  at 
half-past  ten  o'clock  a.m. 

Pbayebs. 

FIRST  READINGS. 
Public  Works  Bill,  West  Coast  Settlement 
Reserves    Bill,    Local    Bodies'    Finance    and 
Powers  Bill,  Mining  Bill,  Naval  and  Militaiy 
Settlers*  and  Volunteers'  Ijand  Bill. 
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SECOND  READINGS. 
Tamaki  West  Licensing  District  Bill,  Public 
Wozks  Bill,  West  Coast  Settlement  Reserves 
Bill,  Local  Bodies'  Finance  and  Powers  Bill, 
Mining  Bill. 

THIRD  READINGS. 
Tamaki  West  Licensing  District  Bill,  Public 
Works  Bill,  West  Coast  Settlement  Reserves 
Bill,  Local  Bodies'  Finance  and  Powers  Bill, 
Mining  Bill. 

STATE'S  PROPERTY  IN  RUNNING 
WATER. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  MENZIES,  in  moving  the 
motion  standing  in  his  name,  said  he  wished 
to  bring  this  question  under  the  consideration 
of  the  Council  not  with  any  desire  that  they 
should  express  an  opinion  on  it  at  present, 
either  one  way  or  the  other — either  to  indorse 
tho  view  that  he  had  embodied  in  the  resolu- 
tion or  to  negative  it.  But  ho  thought  that 
the  question  deserved  to  be  ventilated,  and 
that  it  was  one  that  had  very  important  bear- 
ings on  the  interests  o{  the  country.  What 
the  colony  wanted  was  population — population 
of  the  right  kind — and  that,  he  thought,  would 
be  found  to  be  a  large  agricultural  population, 
which  would  develop  the  resources  of  the 
Crown  lands,  which  they  still  had  in  abund- 
ance in  all  parts  of  the  colony.  One  of  the 
first  essentials  to  secure  this  object  was  that 
the  settlers  should  have  all  the  necessaries  of 
life ;  and  there  was  not  one  necessary  of  life 
more  essential  than  that  of  on  abundant  sup- 
ply of  fresh  water.  This  supply  would  be 
short  in  parts  of  the  country ;  it  was  absorbed 
by  certain  classes,  who  occupied  the  country 
for  a  time,  and  whose  occupation  was  likely  to 
wear  out  after  a  time,  but  who,  in  the  event 
of  their  absorbing  this  great  necessary  of  life, 
would  preclude  the  possible  settlement  of  the 
country  by  a  class  which  would  raise  the  coun- 
try to  permanent  prosperity.  He  had  not  yet 
referred  to  the  views  he  held  on  tho  rights 
afiecting  this  property.  The  differences  in  laws 
in  regard  to  these  rights  were  very  extreme 
even  in  the  Mother-country.  In  the  Cali- 
fomion  goldfields  they  found  that  the  titles 
continued  very  much  what  they  were  amongst 
our  own  honest  ancestors  when  might  was 
right.  At  the  same  time,  the  principle  which 
bad  been  recognised  in  those  States  in  which 
legislation  on  this  subject  had  begun  earlier 
than  in  many  other  States,  and  where  every 
point  of  detail  had  been  provided  for — as  in  the 
Italian  States,  where  water  for  the  purposes 
of  irrigation  was  of  very  great  consequence — 
was  one  which  they  could  not  do  better  than 
consider.  He  did  not  wish  to  detain  tho  Coun- 
cil by  many  remarks.  He  thought  what  he 
had  already  stated  indicated  what  he  desired 
to  say  on  this  subject.  The  course  which  he 
would  be  most  gratified  to  see  adopted  in  con- 
sidering this  motion  was,  that  the  motion 
should  undergo  discussion,  and  that  then  it 
should  be  adjourned  till  a  future  opportunity. 

Motion  nuido,  and  question  proposed,  "  That 
the   Oovemment  be  requested  to  consider  the  | 


propriety  of  preparing  a  Bill,  to  be  introduced 
in  next  session  of  Parliament,  declaratory  of 
the  property  of  tJie  State  in  nm7iing  water ;  and 
providing  that  running  water  shall  not  be  with- 
drawn from  its  natural  cliannel  otherwise  than 
temporarily,  and  by  way  of  a  lease  from  the 
Crown,  revocable  if  otlier  interests  should  be- 
come injuriously  affected."  —  (Hon.  Mr.  Mbn- 

ZI£S.) 

The  Hon.  Mr.  RICHMOND  said,  whatever 
the  value  of  riparian  rights  might  be  at  Home, 
they  had  led  to  great  inconvenience  in  a  coun- 
try like  ours.  As  he  understood  it,  the  present 
state  of  the  law  was  tl^at  persons  having  land 
bordering  on  one  of  these  largo  rivers  were  en- 
titled to  the  water  alongside.  He  knew  of  one 
case  in  which  a  road  was  given  upon  a  piece 
of  the  bed,  without  the  legal  sanction  of  the 
Land  Board,  which  road  had  been  absolutely 
stopped  on  the  ground  that  this  was  a  part  of 
the  river,  and  the  proprietors  on  the  two  sides 
had  tho  right  to  occupy  it.  Howe ver,  the  ques- 
tion was  in  an  uncertain  condition.  He  did 
not  pretend  to  have  a  clear  and  accurate  know- 
ledge of  the  matter,  but  he  believed  it  was  a 
subject  that  was  worthy  of  attention,  and  he 
hoped  the  Government  would  look  into  this 
question. 

The  Hon.  Sir  F.  WHITAKER  said  the  pass- 
ing of  this  resolution  was  quite  unnecessary  if 
its  object  was  to  induce  the  Government  to  con- 
sider the  question,  as  it  had  been  a  subjectof 
great  difficulty  from  this  very  first  day  on  which 
they  took  office  this  session.  The  question  was 
constantly  cropping  up,  and  tho  difficulty  was 
that  there  were  two  irreconcilable  interests 
which  had  to  be  dealt  with — the  goldfields  in- 
terest and  tho  agricultural  and  pastoral  in- 
terest ;  and  he  did  not  know  of  any  mode  by 
which  these  interests  could  be  reconciled  to  the 
satisfaction  of  both.  If  the  honourable  gentle- 
man during  the  recess  would  consider  the  ques- 
tion from  that  point  of  view,  and  suggest  some- 
thing which  would  solve  the  difficulty,  he  would 
be  exceedingly  thankful ;  for,  as  ho  had  said, 
there  had  been  a  great  deal  of  difficulty  about 
it.  With  regard  to  these  two  interests  which 
bad  to  be  considered,  the  one  polluted  the  water 
which  the  other  wanted  clear  and  pure,  and 
they  derived  the  water  from  the  same  source. 
That  was  a  serious  difficulty.  The  Government 
had  no  objection  to  the  passing  of  the  resolu- 
tion, but  ho  could  say  that  the  resolution  would 
odd  nothing  to  enable  the  Government  to  da 
more  than  they  had  already  done,  because 
they  had  done  all  they  could  do  up  to  the  pre- 
sent time  to  find  out  some  mode  by  which  this 
difficulty  could  be  solved. 

The  Hon.  Dr.  GRACE  said  that,  as  the  ques- 
tion was  one  of  considerable  importance,  and  as 
they  had  not  sufficient  time  to  consider  it  pro- 
perly during  the  present  session,  be  would 
move,  That  the  debate  be  adjourned  for  one 
week. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  SW ANSON  said  the  honour- 
able gentleman  who  introduced  this  subject 
hod  mentioned  two  industries  which  were  in- 
volved in  the  consideration  of  the  question — 
namely,  the  mining  and  pastoral  industries. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


942 


State's  Property 


[COUNCIL.]      in  Bunning  Water.      [Dec.  21 


But  he  would  mention  another  industry  which 
was  largely  dependent  on  a  clear  water-chan- 
nel, and  that  was  the  timber  industry ;  and 
if  the  bottoms  of  the  streams  wore  filled  up 
with  sludge  and  other  things  there  would  be 
an  end  to  this  industry  at  once.  He  hoped  the 
Qovernmeat  would  not  forget  to  take  that  point 
into  consideration. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  BONAR  was  of  opinion  that 
the  matter  was  one  which  required   a  great 
deal  of  consideration  ;  and  what  had  just  fallen 
from  the  Hon.  Sir  Frederick  Whitoker  corro- 
boi-ated  that  opinion.     With  respect  to   the 
contending  interests,  there  was  no  doubt  that 
if  they  allowed  one  to  get  the  predominance  it 
would  have  the  effect  of  completely  stopping 
all  operations  in  connection  with  the  other.   He 
was  sorry  to  hear  his  honourable  friend,  in 
introducing  the  motion,  refer  to  the  mining 
industry  as  one  not  likely  to  bo  a  permanent 
industry.     He  thought  they  need  only  look  at 
tho  last  Statement  of  the  Ministerof  Mines  to 
see  that  it  was  not  a  temporary  industry — 
not  an  industry  which  was  wearing    away ; 
that  it  hod   assumed   such   dimensions  that 
it  was  likely  to  last  at  least  the  rest  of  their 
lives.    The  goldfields  would  retain  a  population 
in  this  country  and  would  be  a  source  of  wealth 
to  the  country  for  many — well,  he  might  say, 
centuries.    He  would  just  point  out  in  a  few 
words  that  already  in  connection  with  this  in- 
dustry there  were  companies  having  a  paid- 
up    capital    of    £2,917,000 ;    that    there    had 
already  been  expended  on  gold-mining  plant 
—  machinery    and    water-races  —  £1,745,000  ; 
and    that  £'2,521,000   had    been    received    as 
revenue  from    the  mining    community ;    and 
in  the  case  of  the  West  Coast,  to  which  this 
resolution  specially  applied,   there  had  been 
produced  gold  worth  £18,789,000,  being  halt 
the  total  quantity  of   gold   produced  in  the 
colony.    He  would    say,   therefore,  that  this 
was  not    an   industry    which    was    likely   to 
pass  away,  nor  was  it  an  industry  whose  rights 
should  he  sacrificed  to  another  industry  which 
could  not  exist  without  having   this  mining 
industry  alongside  of  it.     And  ha  trusted  that, 
if    any   Bill   of   this   kind    were  brought    in, 
due  care  would  be  taken   that  the  rights  of 
the  mining  industry  would  not  be  destroyed. 
This  industry  had  given  employment  to  a  large 
population,  and  was  bringing  into  use  a  very 
large  area  of  land  in  the  colony  which  would 
have  otherwise  remained  idle.    Ha  would  not 
have  referred  to  this  but  for  the  remarks  of  the 
honourable  gentleman,  which  seemed  to  him 
to  imply  that  the  mining  industry  was  not  an 
industry  to  be  fostered,  and  that  it  ought  to  be 
sacrificed  to  the   agricultural  industry.     For 
his  part,  he  thought  that  both  should  be  al- 
lowed to  live.    The  riparian  rights  could  be 
easily  ascertained  by  reference  to  the  common 
law.    He  should  vote  for  the  adjournment  of 
'     the  debate. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  REYNOLDS  could  not  see 
any  necessity  for  continuing  this  debate.  The 
resolution  simply  expressed  a  desire  that  the 
Government  should  consider  the  propriety  of 
preparing  a  Bill  to  deal  with  this  question. 
Mon.  Mr.  Swanson 


When  that  Bill  came  down  that  would  be  tho 
time  to  consider  the  subject.  Therefore  they 
were  only  wasting  time  by  going  on  with  the 
debate,  while  there  were  other  things  to  con- 
sider. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  MENZIES  said  that,  notwith- 
standing what  had  been  said  by  the  Hon.  Mr. 
Bonar,  be  still  thought  that  the  mining  in- 
dustry was  only  a  temporary  one.  They  bad  an 
example  in  California  as  to  what  happened  in 
regard  to  that  point ;  and  he  referred  them  to 
the  account  given  by  Captain  Morgan,  which 
showed  that  millions  of  dollars  had  been  spent 
on  water-races,  but,  when  the  gold  was  sluiced 
out  of  the  land,  the  right  to  the  water  still 
continued,  although  it  would  be  of  no  further 
use  for  mining. 

The  Hon.  Ui.  BUCKLEY  said  the  gold  was 
not  exhausted,  but  thev  stopped  the  money. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  MENZIES  said  it  was  of  no 
use  working  it  further.  It  was  quite  true,  as  the 
Attorney-General  had  said,  that,  unless  there 
was  some  security  given  that  in  a  mining  dis- 
trict tho  agricultural  settlers  should  have  a 
supply  of  pure  water,  there  would  be  no  per- 
manent agricultural  settlement  there.  If 
settlement  of  agriculturists  took  place  in  a 
mining  district,  they  could  not  be  regarded  in 
the  light  of  permanent  settlers,  but  rather  in  the 
light  of  camp-followers.  He  was  glad  to  hear 
the  assurance  of  the  Attorney-General  that 
this  subject  was  receiving  the  attention  of 
the  Government.  It  might  be  that  he  should 
have  occasion  to  refer  to  it  at  a  future  time ; 
but  he  was  glad  to  hear  that  the  subject  had 
not  been  overlooked.  Ho  should  concur  in  the 
amendment  which  had  been  proposed  for  the 
adjournment  of  the  debate. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  PHARAZYN  understood  that 
the  adjournment  of  tlic  debate  in  this  particular 
case  would  have  the  same  effect  as  carrying  "  the 
previous  question."  To  his  thinking,  that  was 
perhaps  rather  an  advantage  ;  but  it  was  quite 
clear  that  the  question  was  a  very  much  larger 
one  than  some  honourable  members  seemed  to 
imagine.  That  was  to  some  extent  indicated 
by  the  remarks  of  the  Hon.  Mr.  Swanson,  who 
had  brought  under  the  notice  of  the  Council 
the  extreme  importance  of  this  question  in  re- 
lation to  the  timber  industry.  Apart  from  that 
industry,  there  were  a  number  of  other  indas- 
tries  which  were  affected  by  this  question  of 
water-supply ;  and,  in  his  opinion,  it  was  one 
which  ought  to  be  considered  on  very  much 
wider  groimds  than  the  interests  of  the  agricul- 
tural and  mining  industries  merely.  The  inter- 
ference with  a  large  number  of  vested  intereste 
consequent  on  the  conferring  of  special  water- 
rights  was  a  question  which  demanded  the 
attention  of  the  Government.  Ho  should  there- 
fore support  the  adjournment. 
Debate  adjourned. 

MUNICIPAL  CORPORATIONS  BILL. 
The  Hon.  Mr.  STEVENS  moved,  That  th$ 
amendments  made  by  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives in  this  Bill  be  agreed'to.  The  House 
of  Representatives  had  struck  out  the  greater 
number  of  the  clauses  of  the  Bill,  and,  as  it 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1887.] 


Municipal 


[COUNCIL.] 


Corporations  Bill. 


948 


appeared  that  sufficient  time  would  not  be 
given  to  go  further  into  the  matter  this  se.ssion, 
he  thought  it  would  be  better  to  accept  the 
clauses  which  had  been  retained.  The  clauses 
retained  authorised  the  passing  of  certain 
■expenditure  in  connection  with  the  Jubilee ; 
also  expenditure  of  money  not  by  Councillors 
visiting  Wellington,  but  in  connection  with  the 
passage  through  the  Legislature  of  any  mea- 
sure affecting  the  Corporation  ;  and  the  other 
clauses  retained  were  those  dealing  with  the 
electric  light.  Ho  thought,  under  the  circum- 
stances, they  had  better  agree  to  the  amend- 
ments, leaving  over  the  question  of  all  the 
clauses  which  had  been  struck  out  till  next 
session. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  BUCKLEY  asked  what  was 
tho  position  of  this  Bill.  He  understood  the 
Council  hod  passed  a  Municipal  Corporations 
Bill  No.  2,  and  he  remembered  that  there  was 
another  Municipal  Corporations  Bill  in  the 
other  House.  Ho  r/ished  to  know  which  of 
these  the  Council  was  now  dealing  with. 

The  Hon.  the  SPEAKER  said  the  Bill  at 
present  being  dealt  with  was  the  one  which 
had  been  passed  by  the  Legislative  Council 
and  sent  on  to  the  House  of  Representatives. 
It  had  now  come  back  to  them,  he  understood, 
with  certain  clauses  struck  out. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  WATERHOUSE  pointed  out 
that  there  was  no  new  matter  introduced  into 
this  Bill  by  the  House  of  Representatives,  but 
a  number  of  clauses  had  been  struck  out. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  STEVENS  said  the  Bill  that 
had  been  referred  to  by  the  Hon.  Kir.  Buckley 
never  proceeded  further  than  the  Order  Paper 
of  the  House  of  Repre.'ientatives,  and  the  Bill 
had  practically  no  existence.  The  one  before 
them  at  that  moment  was  the  one  they  had 
passed  in  the  Council. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  REYNOLDS  thought  it  wa.i  to 
be  objtrtod  tn  that  they  should  be  called  upon 
at  a  mniiient's  notice  to  agree  to  amendments 
which  had  been  made  by  the  other  branch  of 
the  ILegislature.  So  far  as  he  could  see,  there 
had  been  clauses  left  out  dealing  with  matters 
that  were  of  the  utmost  importance  to  corpo- 
rate bodies.  For  example,  there  was  the  pro- 
vision relating  to  taking  over  certain  streets, 
and  the  width  of  streets.  In  his  opinion,  it 
would  be  the  fairest  course  to  defer  tho  whole 
Bill  till  next  session. 

The  Hon.  Dr.  GRACE  pointed  out  that  the 
honourable  gentleman  merely  proposed  that 
they  should  accept  tho  provisions  which  hod 
been  agreed  to  without  difference  of  opinion 
between  the  two  Houses.  It  was  simply  a 
question  whether  they  should  not  accept  the 
clauses  which  had  been  left  in  the  Bill,  and 
wait  for  tho  others  till  another  opportunity. 

The  Hon.  Sir  P.  WHITAKER  thought  it 
^ottld  be  unwise  to  allow  this  Bill  to  drop, 
especially  as  tho  whole  subject  hod  been  so 
carefully  considered  by  the  Council.  On  the 
principle  that  half  a  loaf  was  better  than  no 
bread,  he  thought  the  Council  ought  to  accept 
what  remained  of  this  Bill  rather  than  reject  it 
entirely.    It  still  contained  certain  provisions 


which  ought  to  be  enacted,  and  he  hoped,  there- 
fore, the  Council  would  agree  to  the  motion. 
Motion  agreed  to. 

FISHERIES  CONSERVATION  BILL. 

Tho  Hon.  Mr.  STEVENS  said  the  necessity 
for  this  Bill  lay  in  the  fact  that  there  were 
at  present  insufficient  penalties  and  powers  to 
prevent  the  destruction  of  seals  during  the  close 
season.  The  maximum  penalty  at  present  was 
£50,  and  that  was  found  to  bo  quite  inadequate 
to  give  effect  to  the  conservation  of  seals.  It 
would  be  seen  that  the  powers  given  in  the 
Bill  were  very  stringent,  and  ho  might  say 
that  it  was  considered  that  nothing  short  of 
the  most  stringent  provisions  would  be  at  all 
equal  to  tho  necessities  of  the  case.  The  pro- 
vision with  regard  to  the  seizure  of  the  vessel 
was  very  necessary,  for  this  reason :  that  the 
penalty  for  tho  offence  of  killing  seals  did  not 
in  the  least  affect  the  owner  of  tho  vessel,  and 
it  really  was  the  owner  of  tho  vessel  who  was 
the  person  who  might  be  considered  most  to 
blame,  or,  at  all  events,  quite  as  much  as  any 
one  else.  Recent  events  had  convinced  the 
Government  that  strong  mca<;ures  would  have 
to  be  taken  to  prevent  the  entire  destruction  of 
seals.  In  Committee  he  would  propose  the 
addition  of  words  at  the  end  of  clause  6  to  the 
effect  that  tho  provision  shall  apply  only  to 
vessels  if  found  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
colony.  That,  of  course,  was  absolutely  neces- 
sary. He  moved,  That  tlus  Bill  be  read  the 
second  lime. 

Tho  Hon.  Mr.  McLEAN  did  not  know  that 
it  was  desirable  to  go  on  with  that  sort  of 
panic  legislation,  although  no  doubt  the  action 
taken  by  a  sealing  vessel  latterly  was  very  bad. 
If  they  passed  panic  legislation  they  would  soon 
get  back  to  the  old  times  when  people  were 
hung  for  stealing  a  sheep.  P'jvcn  if  such  a  pro- 
hibitory law  as  was  proposed  wore  passed,  that 
would  not  prevent  American  boats  coming  and 
taking  away  seals.  Perhaps  some  method  could 
be  devised  for  preserving  the  seals  on  the 
islands  during  the  close  season.  If  that  could 
be  done  it  would  bo  far  better  than  passing 
piinic  legislation,  which  would  not  effect  the 
object  in  view.  The  Governor  at  present  hod 
power  to  make  regulations,  and  probably  under 
those  regulations  a  fine  could  bo  imposed  for 
each  seal  taken  in  the  close  season.  If  that 
could  be  done,  he  did  not  think  there  was  any 
necessity  for  this  Bill.  Ho  thought  it  would  be 
just  as  well  to  let  the  Bill  stand  over. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  WATERHOUSE  thought  the 
Hon.  Mr.  McLean  laboured  under  a  misappre- 
hension with  reference  to  foreign  vessels  being 
able  to  kill  seals  during  the  close  season  and 
escape  the  penalties.  Foreign  vessels  would 
be  open  to  seizure.  Foreign  vessels  had  lately 
been  seized  at  Alaska  for  breaking  the  fishery 
laws.  The  islands  referred  to  in  the  Bill  were 
within  our  own  territory,  and  if  any  foreign 
vessel  violated  the  law  it  would  be  liable  to 
seizure.  He  was  not  prepared  to  say  that  this 
could  be  regarded  as  panic  legislation.  It  must 
have  been  evident  to  all  thoughtful  observers 
for  some  time  past  that  some  legislation  of  the 
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kind  now  ptoposod  was  absolutely  necessary. 
He  remembered  the  time  when  Kangaroo 
Island,  off  South  Australia,  was  a  large  fishing 
resort  for  fur-seals,  and  a  large  population  was 
continuously  maintained  on  that  island,  and 
they  derived  a  profitable  living  by  catching  fur- 
seals.  No  provision  was  made  to  protect  these 
seals ;  and  now  the  seals  had  disappeared 
altogether,  and  what  might  have  been  a  per- 
manent source  of  wealth  to  the  colony  had  been 
entirely  lost.  A  similar  course  of  events  had 
occurred  elsewhere.  Under  the  2nd  clause  it 
was  clear  that  any  vessel  having  on  board  seals 
outside  the  open  season  would  be  liable  to  a 
penalty.  Sealing  vessels  did  not  return  to 
port  until  nearly  the  close  of  the  season,  and 
if  they  happened  to  have  any  seals  or  sealskins 
on  board  after  the  actual  close  of  the  open 
season  they  would  be  liable  to  a  severe 
penalty.  That,  however,  was  a  point  which 
might  be  easily  remedied  in  Committee. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  PHABAZYN  said  it  appeared 
to  him  that  clause  5  went  further  than  pos- 
sibly was  intended.  It  provided  that  vessels 
engaged  in  illegally  taking  seals  were  to  be 
forfeited.  Under  that  provision  the  rights  of 
entirely  innocent  persons  who  had  lent  money 
on  vessels  might  be  jeopardized.  If  the  Com- 
missioner could  dispose  of  forfeited  vessels, 
and,  if  necessary,  return  the  proceeds,  or  a 
portion  of  them,  to  the  persons  justly  entitled 
to  them,  then  the  clause  would  be  all  right. 
He  thought  that  a  similar  provision  to  that 
which  he  bad  suggested  existed  in  the  case  of 
property  on  which  it  was  discovered  that  illegal 
distillation  was  carried  on.  It  seemed  to  him 
that  some  provision  ought  to  be  made  in  this 
BiU  with  the  view  of  protecting  innocent  per- 
sons who  might  have  lent  money  on  forfeited 
vessels. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  STEVENS  said  this  measure 
was  not  panic  legislation.  Unless  more  legal 
power  were  given  than  existed  at  present  there 
would  be  most  serious  results.  As  had  been 
pointed  out,  foreign  vessels  would  be  within 
the  jurisdiction  of  the  colony.  It  was  in  order 
to  make  that  quite  clear  that  be  proposed  to 
amend  the  Bill  in  Committee.  He  would 
make  inquiries  with  regard  to  the  point  raised 
by  the  Hon.  Mr.  Pharazyn. 

Bill  read  a  second  and  a  third  time. 

PUBLIC  RESERVES  SALE  BILL. 

On  the  motion  for  the  second  reading  of  this 
Bill, 

The  Hon.  Mr.  WATERHOUSE  said  he  would 
like  to  know  what  course  it  was  projioscd  to 
adopt  with  reference  to  this  Bill — whether, 
after  the  second  reading,  it  would  be  referred 
to  the  Waste  Lands  Committee,  or  whether  it 
would  be  discussed  forthwith.  According  to 
the  Standing  Orders  the  Bill  should  be  referred 
to  the  Waste  Lands  Committee.  There  were 
something  like  sixty  or  seventy  reserves  men- 
tioned in  the  Bill,  and  it  was  utterly  impos- 
sible, in  Committee  of  the  Council,  that  the 
matter  could  be  dealt  with  as  a  matter  of  that 
importance  deserved.  On  looking  cursorily 
through  the  BiU  it  did  not  appear  to  him  that 
Hon.  Mr,  Waterhouse  ' 


any  of  the  matters  contained  in  it  were  of 
pressing  importance,  and  he  did  not  know  that, 
under  those  circumstances,  at  that  ve^'  late 
period  of  the  session,  the  Council  would  be 
justified  in  passing  the  Bill  at  all.  They  would 
certainly  not  be  justified  in  passing  it  without 
some  closer  investigation  of  the  circumstances 
of  the  case  than  could  possibly  be  given  in 
Committee  of  the  whole  House.  Reserves 
should  not  be  lightly  dealt  with,  and  the  Conn- 
oil  had  always  expressed  a  disposition  to  look 
closely  into  any  tampering  with  or  alterations 
of  public  reserves.  He  was  certain  that  un- 
less the  matter  was  one  of  pressing  importance 
the  Council  would  feel  that  the  Bill,  which  af- 
fected such  a  large  number  of  re.scr\-es,  sboold 
not  be  passed  without  more  consideration. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  STEVENS  said  his  hitention 
was  to  have  the  Bill  read  a  second  time,  and 
then  move  that  it  bo  referred  to  the  Waste 
Lands  Committee. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  REYNOLDS  said  there  was 
no  time  for  the  Waste  Lands  Committee  to 
meet.  -A  number  of  members  were  leaving 
that  day,  and  it  would  be  impossible  to  get  the 
Waste  Lands  Committee  together.  He  did 
not  think  there  could  be  any  hurry  for  pass- 
ing the  Bill.  There  was  one  reserve  that  he 
knew  of  which  it  would  be  most  objectionable 
to  dispose  of. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  STEVENS  said  the  object  of 
the  Bill  was  to  make  available  a  large  number 
of  reserves.  These  reserves  were  all,  except 
four,  in  the  Canterbury  Provincial  District. 
The  Bill  provided  that  the  Minister  shonld 
have  power  to  make  arrangements  for  dispos- 
ing of  these  reserves,  which  were  of  no  use  for 
any  public  purpose.  Great  numbers  of  reserves 
were  formerly  made,  and  many  of  them  were 
of  no  use  whatever  for  the  purpose  for  which 
they  were  originally  made,  and  they  were  not 
required,  many  of  them,  to  be  retained  for  an; 
purpose  at  all.  The  Bill  did  not  by  any  means 
imply  that  all  the  reserves  mentioned  would  be 
turned  into  money  ;  but  it  was  desired  to  free 
the  hands  of  the  Government  with  regard  to 
dealing  with  them,  and  making  them  apply, 
where  necessary,  to  any  other  purpose  of  a 
public  character  than  that  for  which  they  were 
originally  reserved.  It  appeared  to  him  that 
there  could  be  no  objection  to  such  a  course  m 
that.  It  was  useless  to  keep  large  quantities 
of  land  lying  idle,  as  had  been  done  for  years; 
it  would  be  very  much  better  to  make  use  of  it 
for  public  purposes  or  for  revenue  purposes. 
He  intended  that  the  Bill  should  go  before 
the  Waste  Lands  Committee. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  BUCKLEY  hoped  the  honour- 
able gentleman  would  not  press  this  Bill  any 
further.  These  reserves  had  been  made  a  long 
time  ago,  and  therefore  the  matter  might  very 
well  stand  over  till  next  session.  He  saw  in 
the  schedule  that  the  reserves  proposed  to  be 
dealt  with  were  reserves  for  police;  railway; 
timber  d^pot  and  railway ;  railway-station, 
Winchester;  Mount  Somers  tramway;  and 
there  was  a  part  of  a  cemetery  reserve.  See- 
ing tho  late  period  of  the  session,  and  looking 
at  the  fact  Uiat  the  Bill  must  go  before  the 
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Waste  Lands  Committee,  he  thought  the 
honourable  gentleman  would  probably  be  con- 
salting  the  wishes  of  the  Committee  if  be 
vronld  not  press  the  Bill  further. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  HABT  noticed  that  it  was 
proposed  to  dispose  of  a  reserve  in  the  Town 
of  Napier.  Surely  any  reserve  in  that  town 
ought  not  to  be  sold  by  the  Government. 
There  were  not  enough  public  reserves  in  the 
towns  of  New  Zealand. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  PHARAZYN  said  it  was  clear 
that  the  Government  had  not  had  time  to  give 
that  attention  to  this  matter  which  it  de- 
served. Unless  the  Oovernment  could  assure 
the  Council  that  it  had  really  considered  the 
matter  carefully,  he  questioned  whether  it 
would  be  wise  to  proceed  further  with  the 
matter.  It  did  not  seem  to  him  to  be  a  ques- 
tion which  required  immediate  action.  There 
did  not  seem  to  be  any  immediate  necessity 
for  carrying  such  a  Bill  as  this. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  CHAMBERLIN  wished  to 
protest  against  this  sort  of  legislation.  Ho  saw 
no  reason  why  a  Bill  of  this  character  could 
not  have  been  brought  in  at  an  earlier  period 
of  the  session,  as  the  Government  had  the  same 
information  on  the  subject  then  as  they  had 
now.  He  moved,  That  the  Bill  be  read  the 
second  time  that  day  week. 

The  Council  divided  on  the  question,  "  That 
the  word  '  now '  stand  part  of  the  question." 


Ayes,  11. 

Baillie 

Hantell 

Pharazyn 

Bonar 

McLean 

Stevens 

Dignan 

Menzies 

Whitaker. 

Johnson 

Peacock 
Noes,  13. 

Bamicoat 

Martin 

Swaniion 

Buckley 

Peter 

Taiaroa 

Ghamberlin 

Beynolds 

Wahawaha 

Hart 

Bichmond 

Waterhouse. 

Ijahmann 

Majority  against,  2. 

Bill  ordered  to  be  read  the  second  time  that 

day  week. 

T.  K.  TAIAROA. 

ADJOUBNED    DEBATE. 

The  Hon.  Sir  P.  WHITAKER  said  this  mat- 
ter had  been  called  on  on  the  previous  day, 
when  he  asked  for  an  adjournment  of  the  ques- 
tion so  that  he  might  be  allowed  an  opportunity 
of  reading  the  report  of  the  Committee.  Since 
then  he  had  read  the  report,  and  he  was  glad  he 
had  read  it  before  the  motion  had  been  decided 
upon.     The  report  was  as  follows : — 

"  That  this  petition  complains  that,  although 
the  names  of  three  Maori  women —  namely, 
Iwa,  Pukio,  and  Hinewetea — were  included  in 
the  list  of  names  taken  down  by  Mr.  Commis- 
sioner Mantell  in  1848  as  being  entitled  to  the 
Moeraki  and  Kaiapoi  reserves,  their  descend- 
ante  have  been  excluded  by  the  Native  Land 
Court  from  participating  in  these  reserves,  and 
further  complains  that  no  reply  has  been  re- 
ceived to  the  application  for  rehearing.  There 
seems  no  doubt  that  the  persons  named  were 
living  in  Moeraki  in  1646,  and  were  entitled  to 
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shares  in  the  reserves  at  Moeraki  and  Kaiapoi. 
Your  Committee  recommend  that  a  rehearing 
should  be  granted,  in  order  that  petitioners 
may  have  a  further  opportunity  of  proving  the 
identity  of  the  persons  through  whom  they 
claim,  and  their  own  right  to  succeed  to  such 
interests." 

The  Council  had  nothing  before  it  to  show 
whether  the  time  for  a  rehearing  was  passed, 
or  whether  a  rehearing  had  been  refused,  or 
what  had  been  done  in  connection  with  the 
matter.  Then,  be  would  ask,  whom  was  the 
Council  to  ask  to  decree  a  rehearing?  That 
was  a  matter  entirely  within  the  jurisdiction  of 
the  Court.  If  a  rehearing  was  improperly  re- 
fused, at  a  future  time  it  might  be  within  the 
rights  of  the  petitioner  to  make  application 
to  the  Legislature  to  set  it  right ;  but  it  was 
premature  altogether  to  take  any  steps  now  in 
this  matter.  If  they  were  to  recommend  the 
Judge  of  the  Native  Land  Court  to  grant  a 
rehearing  they  might  as  well  recommend  other 
Courts  to  do  the  same  sort  of  thing.  He  thought 
that  would  be  a  false  position  to  take  up.  He 
was  of  opinion  that  the  subject  should  be 
allowed  to  stand  over  for  the  prese'nt;  there 
might  be  something  more  in  it  than  they 
knew  of  at  present.  He,  for  one,  could  not 
agree  to  the  motion. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  MANTELL  hardly  thought 
that  the  course  recommended  by  the  Committee 
would  give  the  relief  the  petitioners  desired. 
If  it  should  be  found,  on  further  investigation, 
that  they  had  claims  which  had  been  over- 
looked in  the  partition  of  the  reserves,  and 
so  on,  it  appeared  to  him  that  it  would  be  a 
case  for  the  consideration  of  the  Govemmeht, 
who,  he  thought,  should  give  them  relief  in 
some  other  place.  In  regard  to  the  Moeraki 
and  Kaiapoi  reserves,  he  fancied  that  any 
claim  that  might  be  made  in  regard  to  these 
could  only  be  given  effect  to  by  successional 
orders  of  the  Court ;  and  he  therefore  asked  the 
honourable  member  to  withdraw  his  proposal, 
and  let  a  further  investigation  take  place,  with 
a  view  to  action  being  taken  on  a  future  occa- 
sion. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  McLEAN  said  it  was  a  fact 
that  the  Land  Court  sat  last  year  and  appor- 
tioned all  the  lands  at  Waikouaiti,  and  all  the 
land  in  the  reserves  in  the  South  Island,  and, 
in  fact,  individualised  the  titles;  so  that  he 
could  not  see  how  this  case  could  be  reheard, 
if  the  land  had  been  divided  among  the  people. 
If  there  had  been  any  injustice  done,  the  per- 
sons aggrieved  must  get  relief  by  some  other 
process,  as  they  would  not  get  it  by  this  resolu- 
tion. He  saw  the  Natives  at  the  Court  last 
year  himself,  and  he  believed  that  the  whole  of 
the  titles  down  there  had  been  individualised. 
He  would  say,  in  reference  to  the  Natives  at 
Waikouaiti,  that  there  were  no  more  deserving 
settlers  than  these,  and  it  was  a  pity  that  they 
had  not  their  own  land  to  support  themselves 
on.  They  took  round  a  large  threshing-ma- 
chine during  the  season,  and  went  threshing 
for  Europeans.  They  also  took  contracts  for 
ploughing  and  shearing  ;  and  they  were  a  very 
energetic  lot  of  people,  and  were  worthy  of 
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some  consideratiou:  He  thonght  they  ought 
to  be  given  their  own  Itmd,  which  would  enable 
them  to  make  homes  for  themselves,  and  carry 
on  a  system  of  soil-cultivation. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  RICHMOND  agreed  with  the 
Eon.  Mr.  Mantell  that  there  was  no  possibility 
of  reconsidering  any  award  that  might  have 
been  made  by  the  Court  in  this  case.  As  Chair- 
man of  the  Committee  to  which  this  petition 
had  been  referred,  he  did  not  agree  to  the  re- 
port himself,  and  he  pointed  out  the  necessity 
of  allotting  more  land  in  the  South  Island  to 
the  Natives.  There  was  nothing  to  satisfy 
these  claims,  as  to  the  justice  of  which  there 
appeared  to  him  to  be  a  very  high  degree  of 
probability,  if  not  of  certainty. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  TAIAROA  would  like  to  give 
some  explanation  as  to  the  motion  he  had 
moved.  The  application  for  a  rehearing  was 
mode  within  the  three  months  specified  by  the 
regulations  of  the  Native  Land  Courts.  But 
no  reply  had  even  been  received  to  that  appli- 
cation. If  the  Council  were  to  see  a  copy  of 
the  evidence  taken,  in  the  Court  it  would  be 
found  that  the  evidence  given  by  witnesses  was 
accepted  as  being  correct,  and  that  some  of 
the  principal  owners  of  that  land  gave  written 
promises  and  invitations  to  the  petitioners  to 
participate  in  these  reserves ;  and  the  owners 
of  that  land  had  asked  outside  Natives,  such 
as  the  petitioners,  to  contribute  funds  towards 
the  improvement  of  these  reserves.  Under  the 
Act  of  1865  these  reserves  were  made  for  only 
ten  persons  or  less,  and  it  was  given  to  them 
and  their  heirs;  and  an  Act  was  passed  in 
1868  enabling  these  lands  to  be  dealt  with,  in 
order  that  the  people  might  be  allowed  to 
have  shares  in  these  reserves.  And  if  honour- 
able members  would  look  at  clause  9  of  "  The 
Native  Equitable  Owners  Act,  1886,"  it  would 
be  seen  that  the  Court  had  not  dealt  correctly 
with  these  reserves.  It  was  there  stated  that 
promises  made  by  the  Natives  entitled  to  these 
reserves  should  be  carried  out;  but  that  had 
not  been  done  by  the  Court.  And  the  persons 
for  whom  these  reserves  wero  set  apwrt  had 
not  been  receiving  any  of  the  rent  during  the 
last  thirty  years,  the  other 'persons  having  been 
receiving  it  all.  Natives  from  different  parts 
hod  been  admitted  into  these  reserves,  whereas 
those  Natives  who  were  found  on  the  place  when 
the  Hon.  Mr.  Mantell  made  his  list  had  been 
excluded.  He  thought  perhaps  he  had  better 
withdraw  the  motion,  out  of  pure  shame,  for 
the  Government  had  mode  such  small  reserves 
there  that  he  did  not  think  they  would  now 
amount  to  seven  acres  per  individual.  In 
withdrawing  this  motion,  he  trusted  to  the 
Governinont  to  take  some  steps  with  regard  to 
the  question. 

Motion  withdrawn. 

PARLIAMENTARY  HONORARIUM  AND 

PRIVILEGES  ACT. 
The  Hon.  Mr.  REYNOLDS  desired  to  ask 
the  Hon.  the  Attorney  -  General  a  question 
without  notice.  He  noticed  in  the  Parlia- 
mentary Honorarium  and  Privileges  Act,  passed 
this  session,  clause  2,  subsection  (2),  the  follow- 
Hon.  Mr.  McLean 


ing  proviso :  <*  Provided  that  in  the  case  of  any 

members  of  the  General  Assembly  residing 
within  three  miles  of  the  building  wherein  the 
General  Assembly  is  assembled  the  expenses 
allowed  shall  only  be  twenty-five  pounds."  He 
would  like  to  know  whether  this  applied  to 
members  of  both  Houses,  or  whether  it  only 
applied  to  members  of  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives.   

The  Hon.  Sit  P.  WHITAKER  replied  that 
that  was  not  a  clause  that  he  could  give  an  in- 
terpretation of.  It  was  a  clause  which  would 
have  to  be  interpreted  by  the  Court  or  by  the 
Hon.  the  Speaker.  His  opinion  on  tho  point 
would  not  determine  the  matter  one  way  or 
the  other. 

PUBLIC  BODIES'  POWERS  BILL. 

This  Bill  was  read  a  first  time. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  STEVENS,  in  moving  the 
second  reading  of  the  Bill,  might  s&y  that 
it  had  been  introduced  in  fulfilment  of  a  pro- 
mise that  he  gave  to  the  Council  that  the  best 
the  Government  could  do  in  this  matter  would 
be  done  this  session.  The  principal  object  of 
the  Bill  was  to  do  what  they  eng:..ed  to  at- 
tempt to  do — namely,  to  place  the  essors  ajid 
lessees  in  the  case  of  lands  in  the  hands  of 
public  bodies  in  the  some  position  as  private 
landlords  and  private  lessees  were  in.  It 
would  be  seen,  in  reference  to  the  Bill,  that 
effect  was  given  to  this  object  by  the  5th 
and  10th  clauses,  and  the  5th  clause  gave 
power  to  grant  leases  and  renew  leases  upon 
such  terms  as  might  appear  reasonable;  and 
there  was  also  power,  in  the  Sth  clause,  to 
provide  for  payment  upon  valuation  by  the 
mcoming  tenant  for  improvements.  This  pro- 
vision was  no  doubt  familiar  to  honourable 
gentlemen,  and  it  had  been  considered  ad- 
visable to  introduce  it  into  this  Bill.  In  the 
6th  clause  the  same  provisions  as  were  con- 
tained in  the  Act  of  1886,  which  was  to  be 
repealed  by  this  Bill,  were  preserved,  with  the 
addition  that  the  principle  of  tender  was  intro- 
duced. The  other  clauses  were  mostly  the 
same  as  in  the  Act  of  1886 ;  but  in  clause  8 
there  was  provision  for  granting  yearly  tenancy 
by  public  tender,  or  by  auction,  or  by  private 
contract.  The  term  "  private  contract  "  was  a 
new  term;  but,  as  it  only  applied  to  yearly 
tenancies,  it  did  not  seem  to  be  open  to  any 
objection.  The  lOtli  clause  was  a  very  im- 
portant provision,  inasmuch  as  it  gave  power 
to  make  allowances  to  tenants  for  rent  due, 
and  to  reduce  the  rent ;  and  he  looked  upon 
this  as  being,  in  fact,  one  of  the  most  im- 
portant provisions  of  the  Bill,  because  the 
whole  object  of  it  was  to  give  relief.  The  rest 
of  the  Bill  was  mostly  the  Act  of  1886  re- 
enaoted  ;  and  there  was  a  provision  in  clause 
IS  limiting  the  length  of  time  for  which  a  lease, 
under  certain  circumstances,  might  be  given 
to  twenty-one  years,  instead  of  fifty  years  as 
provided  in  the  existing  Act.  Fifty  years  was 
considered  too  long,  and  twenty-one  years  was 
considered  sufficient,  and  reasonable,  and  satis- 
febctory.  There  was  one  new  provision  to  whioh 
he  must  call  the  attention  of  honourable  mem- 
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heta.  In  the  Harbours  Act  of  last  year  a  piece 
.of  ^hat  was  really  retrospective  legislation  was 
^ven  effect  to.  Certain  overdrafts  existed  at 
the  time  the  Act  was  passed,  and  the  Act  im- 
posed heavy  penalties  on  those  Boards  which 
continued  to  make  overdrafts.  It  was  not  in- 
tended, however,  that  public  bodies  with  over- 
drafts prior  to  the  passing  of  the  Act  should  be 
liable  to  those  penalties,  and  this  was  merely 
to  put  them  in  a  fair  position  in  regard  to 
those  overdrafts,  in  order  that  they  might  not 
be  proceeded  against  by  tho  Audit  Depart- 
ment for  not  complying  with  the  provisions  of 
ihe  Harbours  Act  of  last  year.  There  was  in 
clause  17  a  new  provision,  but  it  was  one  which 
proceeded  from  the  nature  of  the  Bill,  being 
A  provision  for  making  allowances  to  any  mort- 
gager who  might  have  purchased  any  land 
from  a  public  authority  and  have  executed  a 
mortgage  to  such  authority  for  any  part  of  the 
purchase-money:  bo  that,  in  point  of  fact,  a 
far  as  he  understood  that  clause,  it  wasai  mply 
to  put  them  in  tho  same  position  which;  i  ey 
had  previously  occupied.  He  believed  he  had 
explained  tho  intention  of  the  Bill,  and  he 
therefore  moved,  That  the  Bill  be  read  the 
Mcond  time. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  WATERHOUSE  thought 
clause  5  provided  for  the  indefinite  renewal 
of  leases,  though  he  did  not  know  whether 
it  was  intended  to  do  this.  This  might  lead 
to  the  nature  of  a  permanent  lease,  the  terms 
of  renewal  of  which  were  to  be  decided  every 
twenty-one  years.  Now,  his  honourable  friend, 
he  believed — though  he  did  not  catch  his  words 
very  well — did  not  refer  to  a  clause  which  had 
led  to  a  change  in  the  definition  of  "  leasing 
Authority."  He  noticed  that  the  term  "  leas- 
ing authority  "  in  this  Bill  was  of  a  wider  scope 
than  the  term  "leasing  authority  "  as  used  in  the 
Act  repealed.  In  the  Act  of  18S6  "  leasing  au- 
thority "  was  confined  to  what  might  be  called 
the  local  bodies.    It  was  defined  to  mean, — 

"...  the  Council  of  a  borough  or  county,  a 
Bead  Board,  Town  Board,  Harbour  Board,  re- 
spectively, in  whom  the  management  or  control 
of  any  lands  are  vested  for  or  on  behalf  of  any 
of  the  corporate  bodies  such  Councils  or  Boards 
represent ;  and  also  any  authority  (howsoever 
named)  in  whom  any  lands  are  vested  for  gene- 
ral educational  purposes,  or  for  the  purposes  of 
any  public  college  or  school,  with  power  to  dis- 
pose of  such  lands  by  way  of  lease." 

Here  the  definition  went  beyond  that,  and 
it  extended  the  provisions  of  this  measure  to 
bodies  intrusted  with  purposes  of  a  public 
nature.  He  did  not  know  what  the  cSect  of 
that  would  be  as  regards  various  reserves  which 
they  had  set  aside  in  different  parts  of  the 
colony — what  would  be  the  result  of  these  two 
clauses :  tho  5th  clause  and  the  "  leasing 
authority  "  definition.  He  thought  there  were 
some  reserves  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Oamoru, 
for  instance,  of  a  pastoral  character,  and  ho 
asked  if  it  was  intended  by  tho  operation  of 
these  two  clauses  that  tenants  in  those  cases 
might  have  indefinite  or  perpetual  leases  of  all 
those  largo  tracts  of  country,  subject  simply 
to  renewal  for  twenty-one  years.    There  were 


reserves  of  an  extensive  character  in  other 
parts  of  the  country — university  reserves  and 
educational  reserves  of  a  very  extensive  charac- 
ter in  the  Province  of  Otago  ;  likewise  educa- 
tional reserves  in  the  North  Island.  He  very 
much  doubted  the  propriety  in  many  instances 
of  giving  these  permanent  leases  over  reserves 
of  such  am  extensive  character.  Perhaps  his 
honourable  friend  would  be  able  to  show,  in 
Committee,  that  such  powers  might  safely  be 
intrusted  to  the  leasing  authorities. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  EEYNOLDS  did  not  think 
there  was  any  fear  of  these  powers  being  abused. 
He  pointed  to  the  Otago  reserves,  and  said  it 
had  been  a  rule  always  to  let  at  the  end  of 
twenty-one  years,  when  all  the  improvements 
were  valued,  and  the  land  was  also  valued  ;  the 
rental  of  the  land  was  then  put  up  to  auction, 
and  the  incoming  tenant  had  to  pay  for  the 
improvements.  There  could  be  no  great  diffi- 
culty  

The  Hon.  Mr.  WATERHOUSE  said  that 
provision  was  overridden  in  the  present  Bill. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  REYNOLDS  said  he  did  not 
understand  it  in  that  way.  The  result  was  that 
all  the  Corporation  leases,  the  Church  Board 
property  leases,  and  even  private  leases,  were 
granted  in  the  same  way ;  and  there  had  never 
been  the  least  difficulty  in  regard  to  the  renewal 
of  the  leases.  If  the  property  WM  more  valu- 
able than  it  was  when  the  original  lease  was 
granted,  the  ground-rent  might  be  raised  to  four 
or  five  times  the  amount  at  which  it  was  pre- 
viously let.  There  hod  been  many  cases  where 
this  had  happened.    After  valuation  the  pro- 

Eerty  was  put  up  to  auction,  and  the  highest 
idder  got  the  new  lease  for  twenty-one  years. 
The  Hon.  Mr.  WATERHOUSE  said  his 
honourable  friend   was  mistaken   upon  that 
point. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  REYNOLDS  said  he  was  very 
much  mistaken  if  the  Act  did  not  provide  as  he 
had  stated.  The  honourable  gentleman  had 
referred  to  the  words  of  the  5th  section, — 

"  A  leasing  authority  may  let  any  lands 
vested  in  it,  or  any  part  thereof,  and  which 
it  is  empowered  to  let  on  lease,  for  any  term 
not  exceeding  twenty-one  years,  to  take  effect 
in  possession  within  six  months  from  the 
making  of  the  lease  without  any  fine,  premium, 
or  foregift,  and  may  in  such  lease  covenant  to 
grant  renewals  from  time  to  time  for  a  period 
not  exceeding  twenty-one  years,  but  at  a  rent 
to  be  fixed  by  the  leasing  authority  by  a  special 
resolution,  or  by  valuation,  or  by  arbitration. 
Any  such  lease  may  provide  for  the  payment  of 
valuation  by  the  incoming  tenant  for  improve- 
ments made  upon  the  land  by  any  outgoing 
tenant." 

That  carried  out  the  leasing  regulations  in 
the  Provincial  District  of  Otago,  and  he  be- 
lieved it  was  a  most  satisfactory  provision, 
and  as  applicable  to  public  bodies  as  it  was 
to  private  individuals.  He  always  preferred 
letting  his  own  land  in  that  way.  He  found 
it  was  a  general  rule  so  to  grant  leases  in 
Otago,  and  he  believed  it  would  be  adopted  by 
the  rest  of  the  colony  when  they  came  to  know 
the  advantage  to  be  derived  from  such  a  system. 
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of  leasing.  He  did  not  think  there  coald  be 
any  objection  to  granting  leases  in  perpetuity, 
provided  that  the  land  was  valued  every  twenty- 
one  years.  He  did  not  think  there  could  be 
any  difficulty  at  all  in  doing  so.  Some  leases 
•were  granted  for  fourteen  years,  others  for 
twenty-one  years,  and  others  for  forty  years. 
There  was  a  very  large  portion  of  this  colony 
afiected  by  this  measure,  and  if  the  Legisla- 
ture was  to  give  public  bodies  the  principle  of 
local  government  those  bodies  should  be  al- 
lowed to  carry  that  out  to  the  fullest  extent 
they  desired  to  do. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  MEKZIES  thought  the  leas- 
ing authorities  should  have  power,  in  dealing 
with  public  reserves,  to  relax  the  conditions 
from  time  to  time  when  those  conditions  were 
so  stringent  that  the  tenants  could  not  comply 
with  them.  He  had  had  occasion  to  say 
before  that  agriculture  was  not  the  same  as  it 
was  four  or  five  years  ago,  and  that  it  was  not 
possible  to  obtain  the  same  results  from  the 
cultivation  of  the  land  as  it  was  then ;  there- 
fore it  was  quite  right  that  the  leasing  autho- 
rities should  be  in  a  position  to  give  the  tenants 
some  relief.  The  Public  Bodies'  Leaseholds  Act 
was  framed  in  a  great  measure  on  the  same 
lines  as  this  Bill,  but  it  had  some  objection- 
able features  in  it  which  precluded  it  from 
being  brought  extensively  mta  operation  or 
being  acted  upon  as  it  would  have  been  had  it 
all  the  advantages  which  this  Bill  had.  In  fact, 
it  had  not  the  same  capacity  as  this  Bill,  and 
leasing  bodies  desirous  of  acting  under  it  were 
unable  to  give  that  full  measure  of  relief  which 
in  many  cases  they  were  quite  satisfied  ought 
to  be  given.  Now,  he  thought  it  was  quite 
right  that  a  measure  with  such  an  object  as 
this  should  have  a  wider  extension  than  the 
Public  Bodies'  Leaseholds  Act.  In  reference 
to  the  definition  of  "  leasing  authority,"  he 
thought  it  meant  all  public  bodies  having  the 
control  of  public  reserves.  Then,  clause  6  was 
one  of  the  clauses  which  had  survived,  with 
some  slight  alteration,  from  the  other  Bill.  It 
provided  that  a  leeising  authority  might  lease 
lor  a  term  of  twenty-one  ^ears,  and  that  at  the 
end  of  that  period  the  improvements  which 
had  been  made  by  the  tenant  should  be  valued 
when  the  land  was  relet,  the  incoming  tenant, 
if  it  should  be  another  tenant,  tciking  the 
improvements  at  a  valuation.  This  was  a  com- 
mon practice,  and  did  not  appear  to  be  open 
to  objection;  but  some  honourable  members 
seemed  to  think  that  the  clause  gave  a  sort  of 
claim  to  the  tenant  for  a  re-lease  of  the  property. 
But  if  honourable  members  would  read  clause 
6  they  would  see  that  the  Bill  provided  that 
that  should  not  take  place.  It  provided  that 
the  lease  might  be  sold  by  auction  or  tender, 
but  it  was  to  be  sold  publicly,  and  consequently 
it  was  open  to  any  one  to  bid,  and  the  occu- 
pant was  no  more  entitled  to  a  re-lease  thaA 
any  one  else,  and  would  not  be  able  to  secure  a 
fresh  lease  linless  he  was  prepared  to  give  in- 
creased rent.  That  was  the  principle  laid  down 
— that,  in  reletting  the  land,  it  should  be  done 
publicly.  His  honourable  friend  Mr.  Mantell 
Lad  drawn  his  attention  to  clause  7,  and  he 
Bon.  Mr.  Beynold$ 


thought  that  if  the  honourable  gentleman  had 
carefully  read  that  clause  he  would  have  seen 
that  every  lease  must  be  offered  to  the  public  ; 
but,  in  the  event  of  any  land  bepg  offered  by 
public  auction  or  public  tender  and  no  one 
taking  it  up  at  the  upset  price,  then  it  would 
be  possible  to  sell  it  by  private  contract ;  but  in 
every  case  the  land  must  be  first  offered  to  the 
public.  The  provision  for  reletting  by  private 
contract  was  necessary  in  the  interests  of  the 
lessor,  in  order  that  the  land  should  not  remain 
unoccupied  until  every  effort  had  been  made  to 
let  it  publicly.  The  Bill  was  a  very  great  im- 
provement upon  the  existing  Act,  and  gave  far 
greater  advantages  to  leasing  authorities,  and 
enabled  them  to  relax  the  conditions  of  the 
leases  when  the  tenants  were  unable  to  comply 
with  them.  There  were  one  or  two  things  in 
the  Bill  which  he  would  like  to  see  amended  ; 
but,  from  communications  he  had  had  with 
the  framer  of  the  Bill,  the  amendments  he  de- 
sired to  see  could  be  proposed  in  Committee. 
There  was  one  clause  to  which  he  took  very 
great  exception,  and  that  was  the  last  clause ; 
but,  seeing  this  was  matter  of  detail,  it  could 
be  referred  to  in  Committee.  He  intended  to 
support  the  second  reading  of  the  Bill. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  MoL'BAN  thought  this  mea- 
sure was  a  measure  of  necessity  just  now.  The 
Government,  like  public  bodies  and  private 
bodies,  must  be  compelled  to  take  a  lower 
rental,  under  the  altered  circumstances  of  the 
colony,  than  was  formerly  paid.  Somehow  or 
other,  public  bodies  did  not  seem  to  have  that 
full  sense  of  responsibility  in  dealing  with  these 
matters  which,  as  a  rule,  appertained  to  them ; 
and  he  would  like  to  see  in  this  Bill  something 
which  was  not  provided  in  it,  and  that  was 
that  the  resolutions  of  these  bodies  should  get 
publicity.  So  long  as  publicity  was  given  to 
their  intention  to  take  certain  action  in  regard 
to  certain  leases,  it  would  then  be  open  to  the 
public  to  object  to  their  proposals  before  they 
were  carried  out. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  REYNOLDS  said  these  Boards 
were  always  open  to  the  public,  and  that  the 
proceedings  in  Otago  were  always  reported  in 
the  newspapers. 

An  Hon.  Membeb. — Yes. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  McLEAN  had  not  noticed  it, 
and  he  had  watched  the  papers  as  much  as 
any  one.  He  thought  the  omission  of  a  pro- 
vision as  to  publicity  was  a  defect  in  the  BiU. 
As  to  the  clause  of  the  Bill  to  which  the  Hon. 
Mr.  Waterhouse  took  particular  objection,  that 
provision  was  in  force  in  the  South  in  connec- 
tion with  the  Harbour  Boards  and  City  Coun- 
cils, and  it  had  worked  particularly  well.  As 
the  Hon.  Mr.  Reynolds  had  explained,  it  was 
purely  a  lease  for  twenty-one  years,  with  valua- 
tion for  improvements.  At  the  end  of  twenty- 
one  years  the  improvements  were  valued,  the 
property  was  then  put  up  to  auction,  and  every 
one  had  a  right  to  bid  for  it.  The  only  thing 
was  that  if  a  new  tenant  came  in  he  had  to  pay 
for  the  improvements.  He  thought  it  was  a 
very  fair  way  of  dealing  with  these  leases :  at 
all  events,  it  had  worked  particularly  well  in 
the  South,  and  he  did  not  see  why  it  should 
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not  work  as  well  in  one  place  as  in  another.  As 
to  the  objection  taken  to  clause  7,  this  clause 
was  the  usual  provision  which  was  put  in  such 
Bills.  I{  his  honourable  friend  woxud  consider 
how  publicity  could  best  be  given  to  the  pro- 
ceedings, and  would  make  provision  in  that 
direction,  he  thought  the  Bill  would  be  a 
very  good  measure,  and  that  it  was  absolutely 
necessary  in  the  present  ciroamstances  of  the 
colony. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  PEACOCK  did  not  think 
there  was  any  special  occasion  to  have  pub- 
licity given  to  these  proceedings.  He  had  had 
some  experience  of  local  institutions,  and  he 
thought  they  were  just  as  careful  as  the  Legis- 
lative Council.  As  to  publicity,  the  newspaper 
reporters  had  access  to  the  meetings  of  these 
institutions. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  PHAKAZYN  had  not  such 
implicit  confidence  in  the  wisdom  and,  pos- 
sibly, the  entire  honesty  of  these  institutions 
as  his  honourable  friend  had.  His  experience 
was  that  if  local  bodies  were  given  the  power 
of  "  jobbing  "  they  would  "  job."  He  thought 
the  Bin  contained  several  exceedingly  objec- 
tionable principles.  No  doubt  it  gave  to  local 
bodies  the  power  to  reduce  their  rents;  but 
sections  9, 10,  and  17  all  went  in  the  direction 
of  allowing  the  local  body  to  make  any  arrange- 
ments it  chose  with  the  persons  who  were 
taking  the  land  from  it.  In  the  case  of  private 
owners  it  was  no  doubt  sometimes  found  ne- 
cessary and  advisable  to  reduce  rents ;  but  a 
Srivate  owner  first  said  to  his  tenant, "  If  you 
onot  choose  to  pay  this  rent,  somebody  else 
will."  A  private  owner  looked  about,  and  if  he 
found  anybody  equally  acceptable  who  would 
give  a  better  rent  he  immediately  made  terms 
with  the  tenant  who  would  pay  the  better  rent. 
He  thought  the  fair-lease  system  was  one  of 
the  most  detestable  things  which  had  ever 
been  introduced.  As  far  as  this  system  of  fair- 
leasing  had  been  introduced  in  the  Bill,  he 
thought  it  was  so  objectionable  that  he  felt  he 
could  hardly  support  the  Bill.  Perhaps  the 
objections  he  hsid  indicated  could  be  removed, 
but,  unless  that  were  done,  he  would  certainly 
be  prepared  to  see  the  Bill  read  a  second 
time  that  day  tiiree  months.  The  principle 
of  fair-leasing  was  simply  attempting  to  regu- 
late the  price  of  a  thing  by  Act  of  Parlia- 
ment, and  as  long  as  the  laws  of  political 
economy  lasted  it  was  absolutely  impossible 
that  they  could  fix,  by  legislation,  rent  or 
anything  else.  They  were  allowing  all  sorts 
of  local  bodies,  subject  to  all  sorts  of  local 
influences,  just  to  make  any  pleasing  little  bar- 
gain they  might  choose.  Unless  the  honour- 
able member  could  show  that  the  objectionable 
clauses  would  be  modified  in  the  direction  he 
had  pointed  out,  he  (Mr.  Pharazyn)  would  cer- 
tainly oppose  the  Bill. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  STEVENS  said  the  provision 
mentioned  by  the  Hon.  Mr.  Waterhouse  in  the 
8rd  clause — namely,  "  or  for  any  other  purpose 
of  a  public  nature  " — was  intended  to  be  wide 
and  to  include  all  lands  in  which  there  could 
be  public  interest.  It  was  considered  that  the 
provisions  of  this  Bill  might  be  beneficially 


applied  to  all  the  interests  concerned  in  those 
lands ;  and  that,  as  there  was  a  provision  ia 
the  Bill  leaving  it  with  the  Governor — that 
was,  of  course,  the  Ministry  of  the  day — to  say 
to  what  cases  the  Act  uiould  apply,  there 
could  be  no  possible  injury  in  this  respect. 
The  Hon.  Mr.  McLean  had  spoken  of  the 
necessity  of  publicity  being  given  to  all  the 
operations  of  the  governing  body;  and  the 
honourable  gentleman  stated  that,  amongst 
other  cases,  wherever  they  reduced  rents  publio 
notice  should  be  given  of  it.  He  (Mr.  Stevens) 
could  hardly  conceive  a  more  extraordinary 
proceeding  than  this :  that  there  should  be  a 
public  notification,  say,  by  the  Board  of  Qo- 
vemors  of  some  high  school,  of  their  intention 
to  reduce  the  rent  of  Mr.  A.  B.  on  such-and- 
such  a  day.  The  honourable  member  was  good 
enough  to  suggest  that  this  would  give  the 
public  an  opportunity  of  coming  in  and  object- 
ing. He  did  not  know  who  the  publio  would 
be  in  those  circumstances,  but  it  appeared  to 
him  that  the  proper  persons,  in  such  a  case, 
would  be  those  who  were  the  landlords,  and  he 
believed  they  would  exercise  a  reasonable  dis- 
cretion in  the  matter.  But  to  have  the  publio 
protesting  against  the  granting  of  the  renewal 
of  a  lease  or  the  modifioation  of  the  terms  of  a 
lease  did  not  appear  to  him  to  be  quite  admis- 
sible. The  Hon.  Mr.  Waterhouse  spoke  of  the 
provisions  for  granting  leases  by  way  of  renewal 
from  time  to  time.  There  was  in  the  5th  clause 
of  the  existing  Act  power  to  grant  renewals 
from  time  to  time — that  was,  after  the  expira- 
tion of  twenty-one  years,  for  a  similar  period — 
and  provision  was  made  for  payment  for  im- 
provements. The  Bill  was  rather  wide  in  its 
terms,  and  it  was  intended  to  be  so :  at  all 
events,  it  expressed  more  clearly  that  intention. 
His  honourable  friend  was  probably  familiar 
with  what  was  termed  "  a  Glasgow  lease : "  that 
was,  to  put  it  briefly,  a  lease  in  which  the  land 
was  periodically  revalued  separately  from  the 
improvements.  The  improvements  were  sepe^ 
rately  valued,  and  the  existing  lessee,  if  he 
chose  to  give  the  rent  at  which  it  was  valued 
by  arbitration,  had  the  right  of  continuing  his 
tenancy;  and,  if  he  did  not,  the  incoming 
tenant  paid  the  outgoing  tenant  for  the  im- 
provements. That  system  had  been  adopted  in 
many  paarts  of  the  colony  by  local  bodies,  and, 
he  believed,  with  great  advantage.  The  inten- 
tion was  that  something  of  that  kind  should  be 
left  in  the  hands  of  the  leasing  body  to  adopt 
if  they  thought  it  was  in  the  interest  of  the 
estate.  It  was  not  intended  to  tie  up  local 
bodies  in  such  a  manner  that  they  could  do 
nothing.  It  was  intended  that  they  should  be 
able  to  make  arrangements  for  the  benefit  of 
the  estate  generally,  and  not  do  what  the 
Hon.  Mr.  Pharazyn  suggested — seek  for  the  very 
best  rent,  no  matter  whether  the  existing  lessee 
was  turned  into  the  street.  That  was  what  the 
honourable  gentleman  meant  by  his  remarks 
-^that  it  was  the  duty  of  the  local  governing 
body,  if  it  could  possibly  get  a  better  rent  from 
somebody  else,  to  evict  the  existing  tenant, 
no  matter  what  the  hardship  or  the  circum- 
stances might  be.     He   hfuxUy   thooght    it 
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likely  that  his  honourable  friend's  vieTr  would 
be  generally  adopted.  If  he  thought  it  would 
be  generally  adopted  then  he  shoald  altogether 
refuse  to  entertain  the  opinion  expressed  by 
the  Council  about  two  weeks  before,  when  he 
was  begged  to  get  a  measure  introduced  which 
would  enable  these  governing  bodies  to  deal 
with  their  tenants  in  a  fair  spirit  and  relieve 
them  from  very  serious  difficulties.  That  was, 
in  the  main,  the  object  of  the  introduction  of 
this  Bill,  and  he  understood  that  that  view 
was  assented  to  by  the  Council.  If  he  had  not 
thought  so  he  should  never  have  given  any 
encouragement  to  his  colleagues  in  another 
Chamber  to  take  a  great  deal  of  trouble  and 
pains  to  have  this  measure  introduced  and  to 
carry  it ;  nor  should  he  have  thought  of  pre- 
senting it  to  the  notice  of  the  Council.  It  had 
come  to  him  as  a  great  surprise  to  find  that 
they  were  to  go  back  entirely  to  the  old  posi- 
tion, in  which  they  were  to  do  nothing  to  re- 
lieve these  tenants,  but  absolutely  to  leave  the 
governing  bodies,  which  were  anxious  to  give 
relief  to  their  tenants,  without  power  to  give 
fair  and  reasonable  terms,  in  times  of  great 
difficulty.  He  was  not  prepared  to  adopt  that 
view,  nor  did  he  think  the  Council  was  pre- 
pared to  do  so.  Hence  the  Bill,  which  he 
trusted  the  Council  would  now  read  a  second 
time. 
Bill  read  a  second  time. 

SOUTH  ISLAND  (WESTLAND  AND  NEL- 
SON) NATIVE  RESERVES  BILL. 

This  Bill  was  read  a  first  time. 

The  Hon.  Sir  F.  WHITAKEB,  in  moving 
the  second  reading,  said, — Honourable  members 
will  no  doubt  remember  that  this  Bill  has 
been  more  than  once  before  the  Council,  and 
that  the  last  time  it  unfortunately  got  into  the 
same  position  in  which  it  is  now,  to  a  certain 
extent — that  is,  it  came  on  very  late  in  the 
session,  when  there  was  no  time  to  deal  with 
it  satisfaotorily.  The  object  of  the  Bill  is  to 
make  provisions  in  conformity  with  the  wishes 
of  the  Natives  and  Europeans.  I  do  not  think 
I  need  go  through  clause  after  clause.  If  the 
Council  will  allow  it  to  go  into  Committee,  we 
shall  be  able  to  consider  the  clauses ;  and  ex- 
planations, if  any  are  required,  will  be  afforded. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  TAIAROA.— Sir,  I  am  sur- 
prised to  find  that  the  title  of  this  Bill  has  been 
altered.  I  first  saw  it  as  "  the  South  Island 
Native  Reserves  Bill."  Now  it  is  confined  to 
the  Westland  and  Nelson  reserves.  It  had 
been  my  intention  to  move  an  amendment  in 
Committee,  which  I  think  I  shall  now  be  de- 
barred from  doing,  since  the  title  of  the  Bill 
has  been  altered.  I  think  that  will  be  the 
result  of  this  change  of  title,  because  the 
amendment  I  wished  to  ^nt  in  was  that  "  The 
Native  Lands  Administration  Act,  1886,"  should 
not  apply  to  land  in  the  Middle  Island  of  New 
Zealand  and  in  Stewart  Island ;  and  I  think 
that  would  hardly  come  in  under  the  present 
title  of  the  Bill.  I  wished  to  have  inserted 
that  amendment  because  the  Natives  of  the 
Middle  Island  are  quite  ignorant  as  to  how 
their  land  really  stands  now,  and  how  far  it 
Hon.  Mr.  Stevens 


will  be  affected  by  that  Act.  I  have  already- 
explained  to  this  Council  that  the  Administrtk- 
tion  Act  of  1886  was  framed  especially  to  apply 
to  the  North  Island,  and  that  its  provisions- 
should  never  have  been  extended  to  the  Middle 
Island.  Nothing  has  been  done  by  the  Govern- 
ment for  the  Natives  of  the  Middle  Island,  and 
now  a  Bill  is  brought  forward  which  is  only 
intended  to  give  relief  to  Europeans.  I  there- 
fore trust  that  the  Council  will  consent  either- 
to  alter  the  title  of  the  Bill,  or  else  to  allow 
this  amendment  to  be  inserted  in  the  Bill  as 
it  stands.  I  have  already  explained  to  the 
Council  that  no  harm  can  come  by  such  an 
amendment.  As  coming  from  the  other  Island, 
I  feel  it  my  duty  to  bring  this  forward  and  to 
show  that  the  Natives  of  the  other  Island  axe 
suffering  wrong.  The  Bill  only  applies  to  cer- 
tain reserves,  and  is  intended  to  benefit  the 
Europeans  there.  I  wish  my  amendment  to- 
extend  to  the  Natives  outside  these  particular 
reserves.  Both  the  Bill  and  my  amendment 
apply  to  the  Middle  Island.  The  Council  may 
suppose  that  I  am  misunderstanding  my  posi- 
tion ;  but  I  wish  to  make  known  the  wants  of 
my  people,  and  I  shall  continue  to  advocate 
their  case  whenever  I  feel  called  upon  to  do  so. 
I  trust  the  Government  will  agree  to  my  re- 
quest, for,  if  not,  I  con  assure  them  the  Bill' 
will  never  pass.  I  am  not  making  any  ex- 
orbitant demand  now,  and  I  think  it  is  quite- 
right  this  want  should  be  attended  to.  If  the 
title  of  the  Bill  excludes  the  amendment  I 
propose,  then  I  would  move  that  tho  title  be 
altered  to  what  it  stood  originally.  I  see 
several  things  which  I  object  to  in  the  Bill,  but 
my  principal  desire  is  to  have  this  amendment 
inserted  ;  and  also  I  have  scarcely  hod  time  to- 
peruse  the  amendments  which  were  made  in 
the  Bill,  which  I  have  only  seen  to-day :  and  I 
trust  this  will  be  agreed  to. 

The  Hon.  the  SPEAKER.— This  is  the  Bill 
which  came  to  the  Council  from  the  House  of 
Representatives.  If  the  honourable  member 
thinks  proper,  he  can,  in  Committee,  move  any 
amendment ;  and  he  can  also  move,  as  a  con- 
sequential amendment,  the  alteration  of  the 
Utfe. 

Bill  read  a  second  time  and  oommitted. 

nt  ooMMrrTEE. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  TAIAROA  moved  the  addition 
of  a  new  clause  as  follows :  "  ■  The  Native 
Lands  Administration  Act,  1866,'  shall  not- 
appiy  to  lands  in  the  Middle  Island  of  New 
Zealand  and  Stewart  Island." 

The  Committee  divided  on  the  question,. 
■■  That  the  clause  be  added  to  the  Bill." 
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Bill  reported,  and  read  a  third  time. 

On  the  question.  That  the  Bill  do  now  pas3, 

The  Hon.  Mr.  TAIAEOA  said,— Sir,  I  am  not 
yet  satisfied  with  the  reasons  that  have  been 
given  for  not  allowing  my  amendment  to  be 
made  in  this  Bill.  I  would  therefore  beg  to 
call  yonr  attention  to  the  fact  that  there  is  not 
a  quorum  of  the  Oounoil  present. 

The  Hon.  the  SPEAKEK.  — I  understand 
there  is  more  than  a  quorum. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  WATERHOUSB.— I  would 
aay,  as  I  had  not  an  opportunity  of  speaking 
when  we  were  considering  the  proposition, 
my  reason  for  voting  against  this  proposition 
has  been  that  it  is  proposed  to  introduce  into 
this  Bill,  which  affects  only  the  Westland  and 
Kelson  Districts,  a  provision  extending  all  over 
the  other  Island.  It  seems  to  me  that  this 
provision  is  entirely  outside  this  Bill ;  and  it 
18  for  that  reason,  and  not  because  I  do  not 
sympathize  with  my  honourable  friend  in  bis 
efforts,  that  I  thought  it  my  duty  to  vote 
against  it. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  TAIABOA.— Sir,  I  would  state 
that  I  have  not  had  an  opportunity  of  properly 
seeing  the  amendments  which  have  been  made 
in  this  Bill.  They  have  not  been  printed  and 
translated,  and  the  copy  of  the  Bill  which  I  had 
in  speaking  is  headed  "  South  Island  Native 
Beserves  Bill ; "  and  now,  this  evening,  since  I 
have  been  discussing  the  matter,  I  am  told 
that  the  title  of  the  Bill  is  altered  to  "  West- 
land  and  Nelson  Native  Reserves  Bill."  I  will 
not  agree  to  the  passing  of  this  Bill,  which  ap- 
plies to  me,  as.I  am  one  of  the  owners  ol  this 
xeserve.  Clause  21  refers  to  500  acres  at  Grey- 
mouth,  and  I  am  the  principal  owner  of  that 
reserve ;  and  this  is  bringing  in  a  Bill  that 
applies  to  me  personally,  and  I  will  not  submit 
to  this  in  silence.  I  said  that,  if  my  amend- 
ment were  passed,  I  would  agree  to  the  Bill. 
I  would  remind  the  Council  that  this  Bill  is 
being  passed  specially  afiecting  me,  and  yet 
the  provisions  of  it  seem  to  treat  me,  Toiaroa, 
as  though  I  were  not  a  being.  I  will  therefore 
move,  That  this  Bill  be  read  the  third  time  this 
day  three  weeks. 

The  Hon.  the  SPEAKER.— The  honourable 
gentleman  will  understand  that  the  question 
of  the  third  reading  is  passed.  The  question 
now  before  the  Council  is,  "  That  the  Bill  do 
now  pass." 

The  Hon.  Mr.  TAIAROA.— Sir,  I  thought 
this  was  the  third  reading  of  the  Bill,  and  that 
I  was  in  order  in  making  this  motion. 

The  Hon.  the  SPEAKER.— As  I  haVe  ex- 
plained to  the  honourable  member,  the  ques- 
tion was,  in  the  first  place,  "That  the  Bill  be 
xead  a  third  time."  That  was  passed.  The 
present  question  is,  "That  the  Bill  do  now 
pass."  It  is  quite  competent  for  the  honour- 
able member  to  speak  on  that;  but  it  is  not 
competent  to  move  that  the  Bill  be  read  the 
third  time  at  a  future  date,  for  the  opportunity 
for  that  has  passed. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  TAIAROA.— Can  I  not  move 
that  the  Council  do  adjourn  ? 

The  Hon.  the  SPEAKER.— It  is  perfectly  in 
order  to  do  so. 


The  Hon.  Mr.  TAIAROA.— I  beg  to  move, 
That  the  Council  do  now  adjourn. 
Motion  negatived. 
Bill-passed. 

NAVAL  AND  MILITARY  SETTLERS'  AND 
VOLUNTEERS'  LAND  BILL. 

The  Hon.  Sir  P.  WHITAKER  had  no  doubt 
honourable  members  had  not  forgotten  that 
this  had  been  the  subject  of  agitation  for  a 
great  number  of  years.  A  Commission  was 
appointed  some  time  ago  for  the  purpose  of 
dealing  with  these  claims.  It  was  found  that 
a  great  number  of  claims  had  to  be  satisfied  in 
some  way  or  another;  but  nothing  had  been 
done  further  than  making  the  inquiry,  and 
naturally  the  parties  were  anxious  that  matters 
should  be  finally  settled.  The  object  of  this 
Bill  was  to  deal  with  these  claims.  There  was 
one  special  provision  —  that  the  Government 
might  satisfy  claims  in  cash,  provided  they  did 
not  pay  more  than  50  per  cent,  of  the  nominal 
amount  of  the  scrip;  and  the  object  was  to 
satisfy  those  claims  by  granting  money  instead 
land-scrip.  It  was  found  that  people  often 
disposed  of  this  scrip  at  almost  any  price.  It 
would  be  beneficial  to  the  country  as  well  as  to 
the  people  themselves  that  they  should  have  an 
opportunity  of  realising,  and  the  Government 
should  have  the  power  to  satisfy  the  claims  of 
those  who  deserved  it  by  granting  SO  per  cent, 
of  the  nominal  value  of  the  scrip.  That  was 
the  principal  matter  of  importance  in  the  Bill. 
This  Bill,  so  far  as  the  Commission  was  con- 
cerned, would  wind  the  matter  up. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  REYNOLDS  would  say,  before 
the  question  was  put,  he  thought  it  would  be 
well  that  a  Bill  like  this  should  be  introduced 
at  an  early  period  of  the  session.  There  were 
some  things  of  an  objectionable  nature  in  this 
Bill.    The  preamble  stated, — 

"...  further  evidence  has  been  adduced 
by  or  on  behalf  of  the  persons  mentioned  in 
the  Second  Schedule  in  substantiation  of  theii 
claims,  and  the  same  have  been  proved  to 
the  satisfaction  of  the  Defence  Minister  to  the 
extent  in  the  said  schedule  mentioned." 

They  all  knew  what  was  meant  by  "  to  the 
satisfaction  of  the  Defence  Minister."  He 
suggested  it  meant  "  to  the  satisfaction  of  the 
department."  If  it  was  found  necessary  to 
appoint  a  Commission  on  the  previous  occa- 
sion to  go  into  all  these  claims,  he  did  not 
think  it  should  be  left  to  the  Defence  Minister 
to  settle  the  claims  that  had  been  rejected 
by  the  Commission.  He  thought  that  it  would 
be  better  to  let  this  Bill  stand  over  till  next 
session.  He  did  not  think  honourable  mem- 
bers had  time  to  go  thoroughly  into  the  Bill, 
and  he  trusted  the  Hon.  the  Attorney-General 
would  not  object  to  holding  it  over  for  another 
session.  He  would  raoye,  pro  fonnS,  That  the 
Bill  be  read  the  second  time  that  day  six  months. 
He  thought  this  was  a  Bill  that  ought  not  to 
be  hastily  passed.  At  an  early  part  of  the 
session  the  Council  had  little  or  nothing  to  do, 
and  the  Bill  ought  to  have  been  introduced  in 
the  Council,  and  sent  down  to  the  other  branch 
of  the  Legislature.    It  should  go  to  the  Waste 
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Lands  Committee  and  be  thoroughly  examined 
before  it  was  passed. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  McLEAN  would  like  a  little 
longer  time  to  study  a  Bill  of  this  sort.  From 
former  experience  of  what  became  of  land- 
acrip  granted  under  this  system,  they  should 
be  very  cautious  before  they  allowed  that  ex- 
perience to  be  repeated — they  should  certainly 
never  submit  again  to  what  had  occurred  in 
.  the  past.  In  former  years  land  -  scrip  was 
granted  to  Volunteers  who  served  a  certain 
period,  and  the  giving  of  that  scrip  did  not 
tend  to  promote  settlement  at  all,  or  to  make 
settlers  of  the  Volunteers  who  got  it.  The 
practice  was  to  sell  the  scrip  at  from  2s.  6d.  to 
10s.  in  the  pound,  and  a  large  amount  of  it  got 
into  the  hands  of  one  man,  who  used  it  at  its 
par  value  in  paying  for  Government  land.  He 
was  afraid,  despite  any  safeguards,  that  that 
was  what  would  happen  with  the  scrip  issued 
under  this  Bill.  This  Bill  did  not  deal  with 
all  claims  ;  there  were  a  lot  more  to  come,  in- 
cluding those  of  old  soldiers  who  had  forfeited 
their  land  through  technicalities  and  no  fault 
of  their  own,  and  who  claimed  now  to  be  rein- 
stated. He  would  like  to  see  this  matter  held 
over:  it  was  not  fair  to  go  on  with  it  in  the 
last  hour  of  the  session.  The  list  of  claims 
was  a  very  long  one,  and  after  the  claimants 
had  waited  so  long  they  could  wait  four  months 
longer  without  any  loss.  He  moved,  That  tht 
debate  be  adjourned. 

The  Council  divided  on  the  question,  **  That 
{be  debate  be  adjourned." 

Atbb,  18. 


Bamicoat 

Menzies 

Shopbard 

Buckley 

Millet 

Swanson 

Chambietlin 

Peter 

Taiaroa 

liahmann 

Pbarazyn 

Wahawaha 

Martin 

Beynolds 

Waterhouse 

McLean 

Richmond 
Nobs,  7. 

Whitaker. 

BailUa 

Johnson 

Peacock 

Bonar 
Dignan 

Kenny 

Stevens. 

Majority  for, 

11. 

Debate  adjourned. 

The  Council  adjourned  at  five  minute*  to 

«leven  o'clock 

p.m. 

HOUSE   OF   EEPEESENTATTVES. 
Wednesday,  21st  December,  1887. 

Second  Beading— Third  Beading— Property-tax  Bill 
— Education- Native  Land  Court  Bill— Education 
— New  Zealand  Loan  Bill — Flsheriee  Conserva<- 
tion  BiU— Public  Beveuues  BiU— Midland  Bail- 
way  Ckintroct  Bill. 

Mr.  S  F  E  A  K  E  B  took  the  chair  at  eleven 
o'clock. 

Pbaybbs. 

SECOND  BEADING. 
Sheep  BiU. 

Hon.  Mr.  Reynolds 


THIBD  BEADING. 
Sheep  Bill. 

PROPERTY-TAX  BILL. 

On  the  question,  That  this  Bill  be  com- 
mitted, 

Mr.  TURKBULL  said,— Before  that  is  pot, 
I  should  like  to  make  a  few  remarks  upon  the 
amendment  which  I  have  placed  upon  the  Order 
Paper.  The  object  of  the  amendment  is  to 
endeavour  to  meet  the  case  of  absentee  pro- 
prietors, and  the  amendment  is  as  follows : — 

"  Every  person  who  has  resided  in  the  colony 
for  six  months  during  the  twelve  months  pre- 
vious to  the  date  of  the  property-tax  being 
payable  shall,  if  he  pays  the  tax  on  the  due 
date  thereof,  bo  entitled  to  a  deduction  Uiere- 
from  of  twenty  per  centum." 

Of  course  I  admit  that  this  is  a  clumsy  way 
of  getting  at  the  question,  and  I  have  no  doubt 
that  the  Premier,  when  the  amendment  is 
moved,  will  object  to  it,  and  say  that  it  gives 
an  appearance  which  it  ought  not  to  give,  of 
our  taction  being  much  heavier  than  it  should 
be.  There  were  one  or  two  objections  made 
when  the  amendment  was  suggested.  I 
gathered  from  the  remarks  of  honourable  mem- 
bers who  addressed  the  House  that  their  objec- 
tion is  that  the  amendment  applies  to  a 
great  extent  to  money  which  is  invested  here 
in  the  colony :  but,  at  the  same  time,  when  we 
consider  that  this  amounts  to  really  one-ninth 
or,  at  least,  to  one- tenth  of  the  taxable  pro- 
perty in  the  colony  which  is  now  bearing  so 
small  a  share  of  taxation,  it  appears  to  me  that 
it  certainly  should  pay  some  additional  sum. 
Of  course  many  honourable  members  will  have 
noticed  the  state  of  afiairs  at  Home — that  the 
rate  of  interest  is  very  much  less  than  it  was, 
and  that  there  is  a  proposal  now  on  the  part  of 
the  British  Government  to  reduce  the  interest 
on  Consols  ^  per  cent.  The  argument  that 
money  should  not  pay  to  the  extent  that  teal 
property  pays  does  not  apply,  because  teal 
property  must  bear  its  local  burdens,  but  money 
bears  no  taxation  whatever.  This  is  a  ques- 
tion of  very  great  importance  ;  but  I  am  afraid 
it  is  too  lata  in  the  session  to  expect  anything 
to  come  of  it,  and,  as  honourable  members 
wish  to  get  through  the  business  in  Committee, 
I  will  only  move  my  amendment  and  take  a 
vote  upon  it. 

Mr.  TANNER.— Before  going  into  Commit- 
tee on  the  Property-lax  Bill  I  desire  to  make  a 
statement.  When  the  House  had  the  Bill  under 
consideration  the  other  evening  the  honour- 
able member  for  Inangahua  mentioned  me  by 
name,  and  read  an  extract  from  a  newspaper 
which  reflected  both  on  the  Property-tax  De- 
partment and  on  myself,  inasmuch  as  it  stated 
I  had  sold  land  for  a  high  price  which  had 
been  grossly  undervalued — in  fact,  that  I  had 
sold  land  at  the  rate  of  over  £212  an  acre 
which  was  valued  for  property-tax  purposes  at 
£16  an  acre.  The  land  referred  to  is  a  portion 
of  a  block  that  I  laid  out  in  small-farm  sec- 
tions of  100  acres  each,  which  I  advertised,  and 
which  were  open  for  sale  seven  months  ait  SS 
an  acre  on  deferred  payments.    This  ocontred 
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between  two  and  three  years  after  I  had  pur- 
chased this  land — known  as  the  Heietaunga 
Block — from  the  Natives.  Some  of  these  sec- 
tions were  taken  up,  and  some  were  not ;  and 
the  land  under  discussion  was  some  of  the 
latter.  I  have  had  this  land  laid  out  in  town 
and  suburban  sections,  which  realised  at  auc- 
tion an  average  of  about  £120  an  acre,  and  not 
£312,  as  stated,  and  the  land  was  assessed  by 
the  Property-tax  Department  at  £115  an  acre, 
(uid  not  at  £18  an  acre  as  stated ;  and  here 
I  will  read  from  the  property-tax  paper  which 
I  now  have  in  my  possession :  "  816  acres  1  rood 
20  perches,  part  Heretaunga  Block,  £36,340"— 
upon  which  amount  I  have  paid  my  property- 
tax.  So  much,  then,  for  the  newspaper  reports. 
One  of  the  hundred-acre  small-farm  sections 
which  I  sold  on  deferred  payments  at  £5  an  acre 
— half  of  which  I  took  out  in  contract  plough- 
ing— was  laid  out  some  time  subsequently  by 
the  purchaser  as  the  Town  of  Hastings.  He 
gave  me  altogether  for  it  £500,  and  sold  it  for 
£5,000 ;  and  the  Borough  of  Hastings  is  now 
assessed  at  £500,000 — showing  how  rapidly  land 
may  rise  in  value  according  to  circumstances. 
Had  the  honourable  member  mentioned  this 
matter  in  Committee  I  should  not  have  re- 
ferred to  it;  but,  as  ho  mentioned  it  in  the 
House,  and  it  will  appear  in  HaTisard,  I  con- 
sidered it  due  to  the  department  and  myself 
that  I  should  make  this  explanation. 

IK  COMMITTBB. 

Clause  2. — Bate  of  property-tax. 

Sir  3.  VOGEL  moved,  That,  after  the  word 
«  property,"  in  the  first  line  of  subsection  (1), 
the  following  words  be  inserted :  "  of  over 
two  thousand  five  hundred  pounds  in  value." 

The  Committee  divided. 

AzES,  14. 

EitEherbert        Joyce  Bichardson,  E. 

Fraser  Kelly  Vogel. 

Ooldie  Parata  Tetters. 

Guinness  Perceval  Brown 

Hutchison         Beeves,  B.  H.  J.  Fitchett. 
Noes,  83. 

Lawry  Pearson 

Levestam  Bichardson,  G. 

Macarthur  Boss 

March  ant  Seymour 

McGregor  Stewart,  W.  D. 

Moat  S.-Menteath 

Monk  Thompson,  T. 

Moss  Wilson. 
Newman  TeUen. 

O'Conor  Bruce 

Peacock  Whyte. 


Atkinson 

Beetham 

Blake 

Buchanan 

Dodsou 

Fergus 

Fisher 

Graham 

Hislop 

Jackson 

Kerr 

Lance 

Majority  against,  19. 

Amendment  negatived. 

Bill  reported,  and  read  a  third  time. 

Mr.  CADMAN.— I  would  ask  the  Premier  if 
be  will  endeavour  to  make  some  provision  in 
the  Property-tax  Bill  which  will  make  it  easier 
for  us  to  get  English  capital  on  the  goldfields. 
The  present  law  makes  it  compulsory  for  the 
total  value  of  the  shares  to  be  taxed.  One 
oompany,  with  a  nominal  capital  of  £180,000 


and  a  subscribed  capital  amounting  to  some- 
thing like  £20,000,  has  taken  up  a  mine,  and 
has  spent  £8,000  or  £10,000 ;  but  the  Property- 
tax  Department  comes  down  and  asks  the  com- 
pany to  pay  property -tax  on  something  Uke 
£186,000.  If  this  goes  on  it  will  choke  ofi 
foreign  capital  from  being  expended  on  the 
goldfields. 

Major  ATKINSON.— I  am  afraid  it  would  be 
impossible  to  rectify  the  matter  this  session, 
because  it  would  be  an  amendment  of  the 
Property-tax  Assessment  Act.  I  shall  be  very 
glad  to  consider  it,  and  if  I  can  see  my  way  to 
giving  relief  I  shall  be  very  glad  to  do  so. 

BiU  passed. 

EDUCATION. 
Mr.O'CONOE  explained  that  he  had  "  paired  " 
with  the  honourable  member  for  Tuapeka  on 
the  educational  proposals  of  the  Government 
against  the  proposed  reductions,  and,  as  the 
"  pair"  had  not  appeared  in  Hansard,  he  wished 
now  to  have  it  recorded. 

NATIVE  LAND  COUBT  BILL. 

Mr.  HISLOP.— In  the  absence  of  the  Minis- 
ter of  Native  Affairs,  I  beg  to  move  the  second 
reading  of  this  Bill.  The  Bill  is  merely  sup- 
plemental to  other  Bills  passed  by  this  House, 
and  relates  merely  to  procedure.  It  is  a  tech- 
nical Bill,  and  therefore  it  is  not  necessary  fox 
me  to  give  any  further  explanations  concern- 
ing it. 

Mr.  TAIWHANGA.— I  should  like  to  ask  the 
Premier  if  the  Government  agree  to  the  re- 
quest of  Paora  Tohaere  and  other  chiefs.  The 
request  is  that  the  Government  shall  pass  my 
Bill  called  the  Maori  Belief  Bill.  Before  speak- 
ing on  these  Bills,  I  should  like  the  Premier  to 
answer  that  question. 

Major  ATKINSON.— The  Bill  of  the  honour- 
able gentleman  would  t>e  utterly  useless.  His 
Bill  is  a  mere  scrap  of  a  Bill,  and  would  not 
provide  anything.  The  position  which  the  Go- 
vernment have  taken  up  with  regard  to  this 
matter  is  quite  clear — that  we  should  make 
temporary  provision  only  to  do  justice  to  people 
who  were  suffering  from  our  past  legislation, 
the  Government  underteiking  to  show  the  Bill 
to  the  Maoris  for  them  to  see  that  what  we  pro- 
posed was  only  temporary  and  reasonable.  The 
honourable  gentleman  seems  to  have  got  a 
section  of  Natives  to  agree  to  his  own  Bill, 
which  is  legislation  of  a  permanent  character, 
and  which  would  not  even  carry  out  the  objects 
which  the  honourable  gentleman  appears  to 
have.  The  Government  have  strictly  carried 
out  their  engagements.  They  proposed  to  make 
temporary  provision,  and  asked  the  Natives  to 
examine  their  proposal,  so  that  they  might  see 
it  was  of  a  temporary  and  reasonable  character. 
The  honourable  gentleman,  because  he  will  not 
get  his  own  Bill,  says  he  will  not  assist  the 
Government  to  get  their  Bills  through.  Under 
the  circumstances,  I  think  the  House  will  see 
that  the  Government  have  done  all  they  oould 
to  consult  the  Natives  in  this  matter.  During 
the  recess  they  will  prepare  measures  and  wiU 
ask  the  co-operation  of  the  Natives  in  order 
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to  do  what  is  reasonable  and  right.  In  the 
meantime,  I  would  ask  that  fair  and  reason- 
able provision  be  made  for  those  who  are  suffer- 
ing from  our  past  legislation. 

Mr.  HUTCHISON.  — I  think  the  Colonial 
Secretary  has  hardly  treated  the  House  with 
the  consideration  which  the  importance  of 
this  Bill  deserves.  He  has  stated  that  this 
Native  Land  Court  Act  Amendment  Bill  is  a 
mere  supplementary  measure.  As  I  read  it,  it 
is  nothing  of  the  sort.  It  appears  not  so  boldly 
objectionable,  if  I  may  use  the  term,  as  con- 
taining provisions  which  are  anything  but 
supplementary  to  the  present  law,  unless  under 
the  term  "  supplementary"  we  are  to  consider 
almost  anything  that  may  be  in  the  way  of 
addition,  however  obnoxious.  I  should  have 
supposed  the  Colonial  Secretary  would  at  least 
have  considered  some  explanation  necessary  to 
the  House  with  respect  to  sections  2  and  3  of 
this  Bill.  If  I  am  not  mistaken  in  my  reading 
of  the  Native  Land  Court  Act  of  last  year, 
which  this  is  proposed  to  amend,  that  was  a 
mere  machinery  Bill,  dealing  with  the  pro- 
cedure of  a  Court,  but  not  dealing  with  titles. 
Another  Act,  called  the  Administration  Act,  by 
its  very  name  indicates  how  titles  were  to  bo 
completed.  I  would  ask  the  Colonial  Secre- 
tary to  inform  the  House  what  is  the  meaning 
of  sections  2  and  3  of  this  Bill.  They  may  deal, 
no  doubt,  only  with  conveyancing,  and,  presum- 
ably, only  with  the  fee-simple  of  land;  but 
legislation  has  hitherto  hedged  round  dealings 
in  Native  lands  with  exceptional  and  necessary 
precautions.  Deeds  had  to  be  executed  in  a 
particular  way :  the  Natives  signing  had  the 
transaction  explained  to  them  by  a  licensed  in- 
terpreter, and  the  execution  was  witnessed  by 
an  official — ordinarily  a  Justice  of  the  Peace 
— and  an  adult  male  witness.  That,  no  doubt, 
has  been  swept  away  by  the  repeal  of  the 
various  Acts  last  year;  but  the  repeal  of 
those  Acta  was  coincident  with  the  passing  of 
that  other  Act  which  superseded  all  these  for- 
malities and  precautions,  inasmuch  as  it  took 
the  execution  of  deeds  out  of  the  hands  of 
the  Natives  altogether,  and  left  the  transac- 
tions to  pass  the  ordeal  of  a  committee  and 
afterwards  to  be  given  effect  to  by  a  Commis- 
sioner. I  ask  the  attention  of  the  House  to 
these  two  clauses,  which  I  consider  most  in- 
sidious in  their  operation  ;  and  their  very  pre- 
sence in  this  Bill  suggests  something  that  is 
covert  and  tmdesirable.  If  there  were  any 
necessity  for  such  clauses,  tboir  place  is  in  the 
Native  Land  Administration  Act  Repeal  Bill, 
and  not  in  the  Native  Land  Court  Bill  where  we 
find  them.  Following  the  remarks  I  have  just 
made  as  to  the  former  safeguards  and  formali- 
ties in  the  execution  of  Native  deeds,  I  would 
point  out  that  under  these  clauses  by  the  mere 
execution  of  conveyances  land  would  pass,  and 
pass  with  even  greater  facility  than  in  trans- 
actions between  Europeans.  I  will  first  quote 
section  2  of  this  Bill ;  and  I  draw  attention  to 
the  words  "  certificate  of  title,"  because  they 
indicate  a  mere  transition  state  of  title  to 
Native  land,  the  completion  being  a  Crown 
grant,  before  the  issue  of  which  hitherto  there 
Major  Atkinson 


could  have  been  no  dealings  with  the  land  ex- 
cept with  the  consent  of  the  whole  of  the 
owners  of  the  land — the  Crown  grant,  when 
issued  without  restrictions,  carrjring  the  ordi- 
nary incidents  of  an  absolute  grant.  I  will 
read  the  clause : — 

"  Any  conveyance  of  land  held  by  memorial 
of  ownership  or  certificate  of  title  issued  by 
the  Native  Land  Court  executed  since  the 
thirtieth  day  of  September,  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  eighty-six,  may  be  lodged  with  a 
Native  Land  Court  Begistrar,  together  with  a 
true  copy  of  such  deed  and  of  any  indorse- 
ments thereon  ;  and  it  shall  be  a  duty  of  such 
Registrar  to  moke  a  minute  of  the  contents  of 
such  deed  upon  any  memorial  or  certificate  of 
title  in  his  custody  and  having  relation  to  the 
land  the  subject  of  such  deed." 

That  clause  gives  even  greater  facility  for 
the  completion  of  transactions  in  Native  lands 
than  exists  as  to  transactions  between  Etuo- 
peans,  and  in  that  respect  is  in  startling  con- 
trast with  the  whole  series  of  Acts  which  up  to 
last  year  had  been  devised  and  were  in  opera- 
tion for  the  protection  of  the  Natives.  But 
it  is  more  astonishing  still  to  see  the  further 
facility  the  next  section  gives  for  the  com- 
pletion of  transactions : — 

"  Where  one  such  deed  or  several  such  deeds 
together  effect  a  conveyance  of  the  entire  area 
held  under  a  certificate  or  memorial  it  shall 
be  a  duty  of  the  Chief  Judge,  at  the  expiration 
of  three  months  from  the  lodging  of  such  deed, 
or  from  the  last  of  such  lodgments  where 
more  than  one,  to  forward  such  deed  or  deeds 
to  the  Minister  of  Lands,  with  such  report 
as  he  may  deem  fit,  and  particulars  of  any 
unexpired  leases  of  such  land  registered  in 
the  Native  Land  Court.  Thereon  a  warrant 
for  the  issue  of  a  certificate  of  title  under  '  The 
Land  Transfer  Act,  1885,'  may  issue  to  the 
person  entitled  under  such  deed  or  deeds. 
Such  warrant  shall  be  accompanied  by  the 
particulars  of  leases  as  aforesaid,  if  any." 

Here  is  a  second  step,  and  for  the  first  time 
in  the  history  of  our  Native-land  legislation  the 
Minister  of  Lands  has  something  to  do  with  it. 
The  Chief  Judge  sends  the  deeds  and  a  report 
to  the  Minister  of  Lands  and  "  particulars  of 
any  unexpired  leases  of  such  lands  registered  in 
the  Native  Land  Court."  Among  the  formali- 
ties which  up  to  1886  were  rendered  compulsory 
for  the  protection  of  the  Natives  in  the  execu- 
tion of  deeds  there  was  this :  It  was  required 
that  all  transactions  between  Natives  and 
Kuropeons  should  be  submitted  to  a  Com- 
missioner appointed  under  the  Native  Lands 
Frauds  Prevention  Act  —  a  most  suggestive 
title — and  that  official  had  to  be  satisfied  as 
to  the  propriety  of  the  transaction,  and  hia 
sanction,  his  imprimatur,  had  to  be  given 
before  the  transaction  could  have  any  effect. 
Since  1878  the  Court  also  had  to  satisfy  itaelf 
of  the  fairness  of  each  transaction.  The 
8rd  clause  of  this  Bill  would  do  away  with 
that.  The  2nd  section  does  away  with  all  for- 
malities heretofore  necessary  in  the  execution 
of  Native  deeds ;  and  the  3rd  section  sweeps 
away  the  safeguards  of  the  inquiry  before  the 
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Commissioner,  and  al)goIutely  makes  title  to 
ITative  land  complete  by  the  deeds  passing 
through  what  I  may  designate  as  a  mere 
machine — you  put  the  deed  into  one  end  and 
it  comes  out  at  the  other,  at  the  end  of  three 
months,  a  complete  Land  Transfer  title,  viithout 
the  least  check  or  supervision,  or  protection  of 
the  interests  of  the  Native  owners.  And  yet 
the  Colonial  Secretary  calmly  brings  down  a 
Bill  with  such  provisions  as  these,  and  says  to 
the  House  that  it  does  not  require  any  explana- 
tion— that  it  is  merely  supplementary  to  the 
present  law.  It  is  supplementary,  but  to  a 
revolutionary  extent,  and  to  an  extent  such  as 
I  think  this  House  will  not  lend  'itself  to 
Banctioning.  That  is  the  first  phase  of  the 
Bill  ;  and  there  is  another.  There  is  a  provi- 
sion which  I  must  ask  the  permission  of  the 
House  to  consider.  I  refer  to  section  5 — and 
I  would  mention  that  "the  said  Act"  means 
the  Native  Land  Court  Act  of  last  year;  it 
reads, — 

"  An  order  made  under  the  said  Act  in  f  avonr 
of  a  Native  may  direct  that  the  title  given  by  or 
to  be  derived  under  such  order  shall  or  shall  not 
be  subject  to  any,  and,  if  any,  to  what,  restric- 
tions on  alienation,  and  that  whether  the  title 
to  the  land  partitioned  was  or  was  not  thereto- 
fore subject  to  any  such  restrictions ;  and  land 
the  subject  of  an  order  directing  restrictions  on 
alienation  shall  be  thereafter  held  subject  to 
snob  restrictions,  and  any  Crown  grant  thereof 
shall  be  made  subject  thereto." 

There  is  a  flood  of  words  I  but  the  meaning 
of  them  is  that  the  Court  may  revise  any  re- 
commendation previously  made  on  a  certificate 
of  title  with  respect  to  restrictions,  and,  if  it 
thinks  proper,  may  sweep  these  restrictions 
away.  Now,  these  restrictions  are  in  the  form 
of  recommendations  to  the  Governor.  By  the 
Native  Land  Court  Acts,  from  1S63  onwards, 
these  were  most  valuable  and  necessary  safe- 
guards to  the  Natives  interested  in  the  land. 
Under  the  Act  of  1863,  supplemented  by  the 
Act  of  1865,  the  names  of  all  owners  in  any 
block  dealt  with  by  the  Court  were  required 
to  be  recorded  by  the  Court ;  but  by  the  pro- 
visions of  the  Acts  of  both  1863  and  1865  no 
more  than  ten  names  could  be  inserted  in  the 
certificate.  Those  ten,  according  to  all  prin- 
ciples of  equity  and  natural  justice,  would  be 
considered  to  be  the  trustees  of  those  not  named 
in  the  certificate,  sometimes  amounting  to 
over  a  hundred.  Yet  the  practice  has  been,  as 
often  as  it  could  be  followed,  to  treat  with 
these  ten  as  if  they  were  the  owners  in  fee- 
simple  of  the  land ;  and  most  transactions  in 
the  past  have  been  of  that  character, — these 
ten  receiving  the  whole  of  the  purchase-money 
in  the  transaction,  and  either  doling  it  out  in 
very  small  portions  to  the  others,  or,  more  often, 
retaining  the  whole  of  it  themselves.  The 
only  protection  the  other  owners  had  was  the 
strength  of  these  restrictions  or  recommenda- 
tions embodied  in  the  certificate,  and  reliance 
on  the  Governor,  when  issuing  the  Crown 
grant,  which  was  the  ultimate  perfection  of  the 
title,  inserting  a  clause  against  the  alienation 
of  land  by  sale,  or  mortgage,  or  lease  for  m6re 


than  twenty-one  years.  Now,  there  are  a 
great  number  of  blocks  of  land  to  which  that 
state  of  things  has  applied.  The  law  as  to 
there  not  being  more  than  ten  grantees  pre- 
vailed up  to  1873.  Endeavours  have  been  very 
often  made  to  remove,  or  to  partially  remove, 
these  restrictions  to  the  alienation  of  land. 
For  a  period  of  some  twenty  years  or  more 
certificates  of  title  have  been  issued  by  the 
Native  Land  Court,  bearing  its  recommenda- 
tion to  the  Governor  that  on  the  issue  of  the 
Crown  grant  there  should  bo  inserted  fn  it 
such  restrictions ;  but  it  has  often  been  found 
in  the  political  history  of  this  country  that 
such  recommendations  have  been  ignored ; 
and  sometimes  even  when  the  restrictions 
have  been  acted  on  they  have  afterwards  been 
removed.  No  doubt  the  Governor  may  not  act 
— or  need  not  act — on  the  recommendation. 
Sometimes  the  Native  Minister  of  the  day, 
on  his  own  responsibility,  has  advised  the  Go- 
vernor to  ignore  them ;  and  in  some  instances, 
of  which  we  have  had  evidence  quite  recently, 
assurances  have  been  given  to  Intending  pur- 
chasers that  the  restrictions  would  be  removed, 
and  it  has  been  found  by  subsequent  investi- 
gation that  such  removal  has  operated  most 
prejudicially  to  very  many  of  the  Natives  in- 
terested in  the  land,  quite  as  much  as  to  the 
ten  or  lesser  number  whose  names  appeared  on 
the  title  and  who  were  dealing  with  the  Euro- 
pean purchaser.  In  connection  with  this  sub- 
ject, a  case  lately  came  before  the  Supreme 
Court,  and  it  is  on  this  case  that  all  this 
proposed  legislation  is  stated  to  be  founded. 
I  do  not  at  all  admit  that  the  Bills  now 
before  the  House  really  are  required  as  a  con- 
sequence of  that  case.  The  case  I  refer  to  is 
that  of  Seymour  versus  Macdonald,  the  plain- 
tiff being  an  intending  purchaser  of  Native 
land  and  the  defendant  the  Chief  Judge  of  the 
Native  Land  Court.  An  application  was  made 
to  the  Supreme  Court  for  a  mandamus  to  com- 
pel the  Chief  Judge  to  certify,  under  the  Ad- 
ministration Act  of  last  year,  to  a  transaction 
which  the  Supreme  Court  held  to  be,  in  its 
inception  and  its  subsequent  progress,  illegal. 
It  arose  in  this  way :  The  land  was  the  subjeot 
of  a  certificate  of  title  which  contained  a  re- 
commendation such  as  I  have  mentioned  — 
that  on  the  issue  of  the  Crown  grant  the  Go- 
vernor should  insert  a  proviso  making  the  land 
inalienable  except  by  lease  for  twenty-one 
years.  Yet,  in  the  face  of  that,  the  purchaser 
went  on  to  acquire  a  title  in  fee-simple.  It 
was  argued  that  the  recommendation  was 
simply  a  suggestion  to  the  Governor,  which  he 
might  or  might  not  act  upon,  and  that  until 
he  acted  upon  it  Europeans  might  proceed 
to  endeavour  to  purchase  the  land.  Now,  the 
view  of  his  Honour  Mr.  Justice  Richmond — 
before  whom  that  case  first  came  in  the  Su- 
preme Court — is  one  which  I  hope  honourable 
members  will  bear  in  mind  in  dealing  with 
these  Native  titles.  The  case  is  reported  in 
the  fifth  volume  of  the  New  Zealand  Law 
Beports,  page  67.  The  facts  were  as  I  have 
stated,  smd  his  Honour  Mr.  Justice  Biohmond, 
in  dealing  with  the  recommendation  or  rejrari 
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in  the  certificate  of  title,  against  alienation, 
says,— 

"It  appeals  to  me  impossible  to  contend 
that  the  report  can  be  treated  as  a  nullity  by 
the  very  Court  which  issued  it.  True,  it  is 
-as  yet  only  a  recommendation,  which  the  Go- 
vernor may  ultimately  decline  to  act  upon; 
but  the  Court,  having  once  made  such  a  recom- 
mendation, is  functus  officio  in  the  matter.  It 
would  be  ultra  vires  in  any  Judge  of  the  Court 
to  pretend  to  anticipate  the  action  of  the 
Governor  and  take  the  matter  out  of  His 
Excellency's  hands  by  allowing  alienation.  The 
land  must  therefore  be  considered  as  subject  to 
a  restriction  precluding  alienation  within  the 
meaning  of  section  2i"  [of  "The  Native  Land 
Administiation  Act,  1867  "] . 

This  6th  section  of  the  present  Bill,  as  I 
read  it,  is  a  reversal  of  the  law  as  laid  down 
by  Mr.  Justice  Biohmond;  and  here  again 
I  would  remind  the  House  that  the  Colonial 
Secretary,  in  introducing  the  Bill,  did  not 
think  any  explanation  necessary,  although  it 
is  a  most  revolutionary  measure.  Is  this 
House,  on  the  last  day  of  its  session,  to  have 
brought  down  to  it  a  series  of  Bills  the  first 
and  most  innocent  of  which  is  that  now  before 
us?  I  think  the  House  will  not  allow  itself  to 
be  imposed  upon  in  this  manner.  These  Bills 
were  before  the  Upper  House,  and  were  consi- 
dered by  the  Native  Afiairs  Committee  of  that 
House,  and  various  amendments  were  made  in 
them ;  and  now  they  are  brought  down  here 
at  the  very  end  of  the  session,  when  it  is,  of 
conrse,  out  of  the  question  to  move  that  they 
be  remitted  to  the  Native  Afiairs  Committee 
of  this  House.  It  would  be  merely  a  use- 
less form.  That  is  only  another  argument  for 
refusing  the  Bills  altogether.  Therefore  it  is 
my  duty  to  move.  That  this  Bill  be  read  a 
second  time  this  day  three  months.  I  take 
this  as  the  first  step  in  the  opposition  I  must 
ofier  to  all  these  Bills.  I  have  dealt  very 
shortly  with  a  very  large  and  important  sub- 
ject, and  I  trust  I  have  shown  the  importance 
of  the  legislation  attempted  by  this  Bill.  I 
trust  also  that  I  have  in  some  measure  shown 
— what  others  who  may  follow  me  will  afiirm 
— that  this  is  not  legislation  we  should  deal 
with  at  this  time,  but  that  it  ought,  in  all 

i'astice,  to  be  relegated  to  another  session.  If, 
lowever,  my  motion  is  negatived,  I  shall  still 
consider  it  my  duty — and  there  are  others  who 
will  act  with  me — to  oppose  this  Bill  by  every 
constitutional  means.  We  shall  ofier  the  most 
uncompromising  opposition  to  every  one  of 
these  Bills. 

Mr.  FISH. — I  do  not  rise  to  ofier  opposition 
to  these  Native  Bills,  for  I  know  very  little 
about  them,  and  honourable  members  generally 
have  not  had  time  to  consider  them.  But 
I  think  the  argument  of  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Waitotara — that  it  is  too  late  in  the 
session  for  these  Bills  to  be  passed — is  so  good 
that  I  shall  feel  bound  to  vote  for  his  motion. 

Mr.  CABBOLL. — I  quite  agree  with  most  of 

what  has  fallen  from  the  honourable  member 

for  Waitotara.   There  seems  to  be  a  great  want 

in  this  measure.    Our  legislation  in  years  past 

JUr.  Hutchison 


has  been  in  the  direction  of  affording  every 
protection  to  the  Maoris,  so  that  they  should 
not  be  taken  advantage  of,  as  instanced  in  tha 
case  referred  to  by  the  honourable  member  fot 
Waitotara.  Finally,  however,  it  was  the  Na- 
tive Lands  Administiation  Act  that  swept  away 
all  those  measures  of  protection.  Before  any 
transaction  was  completed  or  any  deed  was 
executed  by  the  Native  Land  Court  it  waa 
necessary  for  the  Natives  to  go  before  the 
Trust  Commissioner,  who  was  directed  to  make 
inquiries  into  the  transactions.  That  Conunia- 
sioner  had  to  be  perfectly  satisfied  that  tha 
Native  signed  his  name  to  the  deed  knowing 
what  he  was  doing  ;  that  he  hod  other  land 
besides  that  which  he  wished  to  sell,  to  live 
upon ;  that  he  was  not  holding  that  land  in 
trust  for  another;  that  he  had  not  received 
as  consideration  for  parting  with  it  arms,  am- 
munition, liquor,  et  cetera.  When  the  Trust 
Commissioner,  after  making  these  inquines, 
was  satisfied  that  the  transaction  was  ri^t, 
he  authorised  the  deed.  Under  this  law  the 
Maori  was  amply  protected,  and  had  control  of 
his  own  land ;  but  the  Native  Lands  Adminis- 
tration Act  swept  all  that  away:  and  now  I  see 
nothing  in  this  Bill  to  provide  a  remedy  foz 
that  state  of  things.  I  should  like  to  have  an 
explanation  from  the  Colonial  Secretary  with 
regard  to  sections  2  and  3.  They  seem  to  ma 
to  open  the  door  to  very  questionable  transac- 
tions, without  affording  that  protection  whioh 
has  always  been  afforded  in  the  past  to  the 
Natives.  There  is  no  Trust  CommiBsioner  pro- 
vided for,  and  there  is  no  machinery  at  all  foe 
the  protection  of  Native  lands.  The  sections 
simply  provide  that  after  a  conveyance  has 
been  signed  by  a  Native  it  can  be  accepted, 
no  matter  how  it  has  been  signed.  I  say  that 
is  totally  unfair,  and,  unless  some  provision  is 
mode  in  the  measure  by  which  you  can  revive 
the  old  system  of  protection  to  the  Natives,  I 
shall  certainly  vote  against  the  second  reading. 
Mr.  SAMUEL. — With  the  exception  of  sec- 
tions 2,  3,  and  5,  the  provisions  of  this  Bill 
appear  to  be  properly  supplementary  of  the  Act 
of  1886 ;  but  with  regard  to  those  three  sec- 
tions I  think  the  honourable  gentleman  who 
moved  the  second  reading  of  the  Bill  should 
have  given  us  some  clear  explanation,  so  that 
we  might  know  exactly  what  we  are  doing. 
Section  2, 1  think,  would  be  an  extremely  im- 
proper section  to  enact,  unless  the  date  of  the 
execution  of  the  deeds  therein  referred  to  were 
changed  from  the  30th  September,  1686,  to  the 
1st  January,  1887.  By  "The  Native  Land  Ad- 
ministration Act,  1886,"  it  was  competent  for 
Europeans  to  purchase  lands  from  the  Natives, 
and,  as  has  been  pointed  out,  the  deeds  then 
executed  had  to  be  examined  in  the  manner 
provided.  Previously  the  transaction  could  be 
mquired  into  by  the  Frauds  Commissioner,  ajid 
it  required  his  signature  before  a  deed  could  be 
registered.  That  provision,  however,  was  swept 
away  by  the  Native  Land  Administration  Act, 
and  it  was  provided  by  that  Act  that  thereaiter 
no  deallags  should  take  place  between  Natives 
and  Europeans  except  in  the  manner  pre- 
scribed by  the  Act.     That  Act,  however,  did 
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not  come  into  force  until  the  Ist  Jannaiy,  1887. 
If,  then,  this  section  had  provided  that  all 
deeds  executed  after  the  1st  January,  1887, 
were  to  be  dealt  with  in  the  manner  provided 
the  section  would  be  understandable,  for  it 
would  refer  to  deeds  executed  under  the  Act  of 
1886,  and  also  deeds  executed  to  the  Crown,  in 
neither  of  which  cases  would  there  be  any 
objection.  If,  however,  this  section  is  to  apply 
to  deeds  executed  prior  to  "  The  Kative  Land 
Administration  Act,  1886,"  I  cannot  see  any- 
thing in  it  which  should  recommend  it  to  us. 
With  regard  to  section  5,  that  also  seems  to 
me  to  require  explanation ;  but  I  am  led  to 
presume  that  it  is  merely  intended  to  give 
power  to  the  Native  Land  Court  to  free  the 
persons  negotiating  for  land  from  the  restric- 
tions which  obtained  over  persons  who  held 
the  land  previously  and  who  are  deceased.  As 
the  older  Natives  pass  away,  and  younger  Na- 
tives come  to  exercise  their  rights  over  the 
land  in  a  better  manner  than  in  the  past,  it 
might  be  well  to  take  away  the  restrictions 
npon  their  dealing  with  their  lands,  and  it 
might  be  well  that  the  Court  should  have 
power  to  free  from  the  restrictions  the  persons 
who  had  previously  held  the  land.  If  this  is 
the  object  of  the  clause,  it  certainly  should 
have  been  explained  to  us.  What  is  more,  I 
am  strongly  of  opinion  that  we  should  have  had 
time  to  see  whether  it  would  have  any  other 
eSect  than  that — possibly  a  bad  effect.  It  is  very 
dangerous  to  tinker  with  our  legislation,  as  we 
have  been  doing  for  the  last  two  or  three  years 
in  regard  to  Native  lands ;  Euid  it  is  time  that 
the  Government  took  the  whole  matter  into 
consideration,  and,  instead  of,  at  the  end  of 
the  session,  introducing  exceptional  legislation 
in  a  maimer  which  may  injure  both  Natives 
and  Europeans,  they  should  bring  before  the 
House  a  well-considered  system  of  allowing 
these  lands  to  be  disposed  of  foi  settlement 
without  doing  injury  to  the  Natives  and  with 
their  full  concurrence.  I  trust  that  the  Bill 
will  not  be  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time 
this  day  six  months,  but  that  it  will  go  into 
Committee,  and  that  the  clauses  other  than 
those  that  I  have  mentioned  will  become  law, 
because  they  contain  most  useful  and  valuable 
amendments. 

Mr.  TANNER.— The  honourable  members 
who  have  already  spoken  have  referred  to  the 
Kative  Lands  Frauds  Prevention  Act  as  one 
that  would  be  repealed  by  this  Bill,  or,  rather, 
by  another  that  is  to  come  on.  I  am  one  of 
those  who  agree  that,  if  this  second  Bill  to 
which  I  have  referred  is  passed,  that  Act 
should  be  reinstated.  Honourable  members  who 
have  spoken  on  that  Act — both  the  honour- 
able member  for  Waitotara  and  the  honourable 
member  for  the  Eastern  Maori  District — have 
spoken  of  it  as  if  it  were  necessary  simply 
for  the  protection  of  the  Natives.  But  I  beg 
to  say  that  it  is  just  as  necessary  for  the  pro- 
tection of  the  Europeans  as  it  is  for  the  protec- 
tion of  the  Natives,  and  I  will  give  an  instance 
in  point  which  came  under  my  own  knowledge. 
A  Native  conveyed  a  piece  of  land  to  a  Euro- 
pean; bat  another  European,  thinking  that 


there  was  a  flaw  in  the  title,  induced  the 
Native  to  go  to  his  house  and  sign  a  twenty- 
one  years'  lease  to  him  of  the  same  piece  of 
land.  This  European  brought  his  lease  down 
to  have  it  registered,  and  it  was  necessary  that 
he  should  go  before  the  Trust  Commissioner 
before  he  could  get  it  registered.  The  person 
who  bought  the  land  put  in  his  conveyance 
and  objected,  and  on  considering  the  matter 
the  lease  was  declared  to  be  "  contrary  to 
equity  and  good  conscience,"  in  terms  of 
the  Act.  Had  it  not  been  for  the  Trust  Com- 
missioner the  European  who  had  bought  the 
land  would  have  had,  in  all  probability,  to  go 
to  law,  and  would  have  been  put  to  much 
expense.  So  that  the  Trust  Commissioner  is 
as  much  a  necessity  in  the  interests  of  Euro- 
peans as  of  the  Maoris.  I  understand  it  is 
now  desired  to  go  on  with  the  Loan  Bill,  and 
therefore  I  will  move  the  adjournment  of  the 
debate. 

Sir  G.  GREY.— At  what  period  of  time  will 
the  debate  be  resumed  ?  We  should  have  full 
notice  of  it. 

Major  ATKINSON.— It  is  difficult  to  say 
when ;  but  I  will  see  that  full  notice  is  given. 
These  Bills  were  not  put  at  the  top  of  the 
Order  Paper,  and  were  only  brought  on  because 
the  honourable  member  for  Christchurch  North 
was  not  in  his  place,  and  it  was  not  desired  to 
go  on  with  the  Loan  Bill  in  his  absence. 

Sir  G.  GREY. — A  number  of  persons  have 
determined  to  resist  this  Bill  and  the  others 
relating  to  similar  subjects,  because  they  con- 
sider that  it  is  unfair  to  push  them  on  at  this 
period  of  the  session ;  that,  though  no  wrong 
may  be  intended  to  be  done,  still  wrong  will  be 
the  effect  of  passing  them.  I  therefore  think 
that  a  specific  time  should  be  fixed  at  which 
we  shoi^d  renew  the  consideration  of  the 
Bills. 

Mr.  KELLY. — I  would  ask  the  Government 
to  withdraw  the  Bills  for  this  session.  The 
Native  members  are  opposed  to  their  being 
proceeded  with.  They  came  down  from  the 
other  House,  and  they  have  not  been  sent  to 
the  Native  Affairs  Committee  here  for  con- 
sideration; and,  under  all  circumstances,  I 
think  they  might  very  well  be  left  over  until 
next  session. 

Mr.  CADMAN.— I  would  remind  the  honour- 
able gentleman  in  charge  of  the  Bill  that  the 
country  electorates  in  the  North  Island  ore 
looking  very  anxiously  for  legislation  upon  the 
subjects  dealt  with  by  these  Bills,  and  we  were 
led  to  believe  that  some  important  changes 
would  be  proposed,  in  the  interest  of  both  races. 
But  none  of  the  desired  changes  is  proposed 
by  these  Bills.  They  seem  to  be  mostly  in  the 
direction  of  making  legal  transactions  which, 
if  not  illegal,  appear  to  be  not  quite  legal.  If 
the  Bills  are  to  be  gone  on  with,  I  suppose  we 
must  endeavour  to  make  some  amendments  to 
make  the  measures  beneficial  to  the  people  we 
represent ;  but  that  will  take  time,  and  if  the 
Bills  go  on  in  their  present  shape  they  will  be 
useless. 

Sir  J.  VOGEL.— I  wish  to  add  my  voice  to 
those  of  other  honontable  members  who  have 
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asked  the  OoTeininent  not  to  insist  on  these 
Bills  being  passed  through  this  session.  That 
such  measures  should  be  brought  on  without 
being  sent  to  the  Native  Affairs  Committee  is 
ft  circumstance  \vithout  precedent.  I  nill  not 
say  that  the  Bills  are  o{  such  a  character  that 
they  might  be  postponed  till  next  session,  but 
I  will  say  that,  if  they  are  of  so  much  import- 
ance that  they  should  be  passed  this  session, 
then  we  should  adjourn  for  a  week  or  ten  days 
from  Christmas,  and  take  up  the  consideration 
of  them  on  reassembling  after  the  adjourn- 
ment. If  that  cannot  be  done,  then  they 
should  be  postponed  till  next  session.  The 
forcing-through  of  Bills  of  this  kind  within  a 
few  hours  of  prorogation,  and  in  the  absence  of 
opportunity  to  properly  consider  them,  is  re- 
pugnant to  all  our  ideas  of  proper  legislation ; 
and  I  hope  that  the  honouraole  gentleman, 
finding  that  the  sense  of  the  House  is  against 
him,  will  drop  them  for  this  session. 

Mr.  HISLOP.— I  think  I  may  say  that  these 
Bills  will  not  come  on  again  before  the  evening. 
Although  I  cannot  say  that  I  am  much  im- 

fressed  with  the  arguments  brought  forward 
y  the  honourable  member  for  Waitotara,  oi 
with  his  threats  to  block  the  passage  of  the 
Bill,  yet  the  Government  recognise  that  the 
legislation  asked  for  is  of  great  importance, 
and,  if  the  time  at  the  disposal  of  the  House 
will  not  permit  of  due  consideration  being 
given  to  the  matter,  they  will  consider  the  rea- 
sonable request  of  the  Native  members  and 
others  that  the  Bills  should  be  postponed  till 
nest  session.  At  the  same  time,  I  must  say 
that  we  understood  that  these  Bills  were  pro- 
ceeding with  the  sanction  of  the  Native  mem- 
bers, and  the  objections  of  those  honourable 
gentlemen  have  come  upon  the  Government  as 
a  surprise.  In  the  meantime  I  ask  that  the 
debate  be  adjourned,  ajid  later  on  we  shall  see 
better  what  the  position  is. 

Major  ATKINSON.— I  hope  that  the  House 
will  consent  to  the  adjournment  at  once.  I 
merely  had  the  Loan  Bill  postponed  owing  to 
the  absence  of  the  honourable  member  for 
Christchurch  North.  I  will  undertake  to  give 
the  honourable  member  for  Auckland  Central 
ample  notice  as  to  when  this  Bill  will  come  on 
again.  In  the  meantime,  as  the  Colonial  Secre- 
tary has  stated,  the  Government  will,  after  the 
intimation  received  from  the  Native  members, 
consider  whether  it  is  absolutely  necessary  to 
go  on  with  these  Bills. 

Mr.  MARCHANT.— Before  the  Government 
finally  determine  to  abandon  the  Bill,  I  would 
appeal  to  them  to  take  into  consideration  the 
case  of  Mr.  Joshua  Jones,  of  Mokau.  He  has 
been  here  during  the  whole  session  waiting  to 
see  if  legislation  can  be  effected  to  deal  with 
his  vnrongs :  for  he  undoubtedly  has  wrongs. 
These  wrongs  it  is  proposed  to  remedy  to  some 
extent  in  the  Native  Land  Administration  Act 
Bcpeal  Bill ;  and  I  think  it  would  bo  a  grievous 
injustice  to  him  if  nothing  were  done  to 
rectify  his  wrongs.  I  venture  to  bring  the 
matter  under  the  notice  of  the  Government, 
and  trust  they  will  consider  it,  and  that,  in 
case  they  decide  to  abandon  these  measures, 
Sir  J,  Vogel 


they  will  see  if  they  cannot  make  some  pro- 
vision to  deal  with  his  case. 

Mr.  TAYLOR.— I  trust  the  GoTemment  will 
give  us  time  to  consider  this  matter.  I  take  a 
great  interest  in  the  administration  of  Nativa 
affairs.  This  administration  has  been  the  bug- 
bear of  the  colony  for  the  post  forty-five  years. 
In  my  opinion,  from  beginning  to  end  the 
Natives  hav6  been  unfairly  treated.  I  should 
like  further  time  to  be  given  to  the  considera- 
tion of  this  matter. 

Mr.  SEDDON. — I  hope  the  adjournment  of 
the  debate  will  be  agreed  to.  I  find  I  have 
memoranda  of  some  length  for  a  speech  upon 
the  Financial  Statement,  and  if  we  adjourn 
the  debate  an  opportunity  may  yet  be  given 
of  going  on  with  the  debate  on  the  financial 
proposEils  of  the  Government. 

Mr.  SAMUEL. — I  feel  placed  in  some  diffi- 
culty by  the  proposal  of  the  Government.  These 
Bills  very  much  affect  the  district  which  I  re- 
present, and  a  great  deal  of  interest  is  taken  in. 
them.  I  think  the  majority  of  the  members 
of  the  House  will  not  be  hero  after  the  rising 
of  the  House  to-night,  and  I  think  it  possible 
that  very  great  injury  may  be  done  to  many 
persons  with  whom  I  am  acquainted,  and  whose 
interests  I  have  undertaken  to  watch,  if  the 
Bills  are  considered  after  so  many  honourable 
members  have  left.  The  case  mentioned  by 
the  honourable  member  for  Taranaki  is  one 
which  certainly  should  be  dealt  with  as  quickly 
as  possible ;  but  it  should  be  dealt  with  with 
care.  Very  much  more  harm  might  be  done 
in  that  case  by  hasty  and  ill-considered  legis- 
lation than  by  having  the  matter  postponed.  I 
hope  the  Government  will,  if  they  are  not  satis- 
fied that  they  can  bring  the  Bills  on  at  a  rea- 
sonable time,  postpone  them  till  next  session, 
rather  than  cause  the  irremediable  injury  which 
might  be  occasioned  by  putting  the  Bills  through 
when  honourable  members  are  not  present. 

Mr.  CARROLL.— I  would  suggest  that,  if  it 
is  necessary  that  these  Bills  should  be  aban- 
doned, some  inquiry  should  be  instituted  into 
this  particular  cose  of  Joshua  Jones.  From 
what  I  can  hear  he  has  suffered  very  great  in- 
convenience and  hardship.  If  it  is  possible  to 
remedy  his  grievance — if  there  is  time  to  do  it 
by  passing  one  of  these  measures — I  shall  be 
quite  happy  to  assist ;  but,  if  there  is  no  time 
to  do  that,  I  hope  the  Government  will  make 
inquiries  into  the  matter  and  see  what  can  be 
done. 

Sir  G.  GBEY. — It  is  hardly  satisfactory  to  bo 
told  that  we  shall  have  information  given  to  us 
as  to  the  hour  at  which  this  debate  will  be  re- 
sumed hereafter.  Supposing,  for  instance,  it 
is  to  be  resumed  at  half-post  two  o'clock  to- 
morrow morning,  I  really  am  not  in  a  state  to 
sit  up.  I  think  we  sliould  know,  before  agreeing 
to  the  adjournment,  the  precise  hour  at  which 
the  question  will  be  taken.  At  the  present 
moment  we  have  the  House  at  our  disposal.  I 
believe  that  the  whole  future  of  the  Native 
race  depends  upon  these  Bills.  I  am  certain 
the  Government  do  not  know  what  they  are 
doing ;  and  the  Premier  himself  will  agree  with 
me,  because  he  stood  up  in  the  House  and  told 
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me  that  I  shoald  find  the  whole  of  the  Natives 
in  favour  of  these  Bills,  and  that  I  was  wrong 
in  saying  they  would  object  to  them.  He  told 
me  I  should  find  out  my  mistake  when  they 
came  on.  Kow,  I  have  had  no  conversation 
with  the  Native  members  on  the  subject,  nor 
with  any  Natives ;  but  I  knew  they  must 
oppose  measures  so  wholly  destructive  of  their 
rsMie.  In  my  belief  these  measures  strike  a 
blow  at  the  Native  race — at  their  existence, 
Absolutely. 

Mr.  SPEAKEB.— That  is  outside  the  ques- 
tion of  the  adjournment,  and  is  speaking  upon 
the  main  question. 

Sir  G.  GREY.— We  ought  not  to  adjourn 
now,  because  these  measures  threaten  the 
future  of  the  Native  race,  and  we  have  the 
House  now  under  our  command.'  We  can 
move  the  adjournment  of  the  House,  and  can 
«ven  now  prolong  this  debate  to  such  an  extent 
as  to  compel  the  Government  to  oeaee  pressing 
on  these  Bills.  I  believe  that  no  such  destruc- 
tive measures  have  ever  before  been  brought 
forward  as  these  Bills,  and  I  believe  they  have 
been  brought  forward  in  favour  of  certain  in- 
dividuals, and  that  this  great  cruelty  and 
wrong  has  been  done  for  the  benefit  of  some 
few  persons.  I  am  certain.  Sir,  that  that  is 
the  case.  Believing  that  firmly  as  I  do,  surely, 
in  speaking  to  the  adjournment  of  the  debate,  I 
may  state  these  things,  which  render  the  non- 
adjoummcnt  of  the  debate  necessary  unless 
we  are  first  of  all  told  the  precise  period  at 
which  the  debate  shall  be  resumed.  If  we  are 
promised  that,  I  will  give  way ;  but,  otherwise, 
if  I  speak  for  an  hour,  I  shall  continue  to 
speak  as  I  do.  I  wish  to  use  no  threats  ;  but, 
if  we  believe  that  such  vast  interests  depend 
upon  this,  surely  we  ought  to  use  every  means 
in  our  power  to  secure  those  whom  we  believe 
to  be  wronged.  It  was  said  that  one  reason 
for  consenting  that  these  things  should  be 
hurried  through  is  that  one  individual  has 
suffered  wrong.  Surely  the  whole  race  is  not 
to  be  sacrificed  to  one  man.  Such  a  proposal 
was  never  mode  by  Parliament  before.  I  say, 
if  an  individual  has  been  injured,  clearly  and 
justly  let  us  devote  ourselves  to  getting  right 
done  to  him. 

Mr.  MARCHANT.  — May  I  correct  the 
honourable  member?  I  did  not  make  any  such 
proposal ;  but  I  asked  whether,  if  these  Bills 
were  not  proceeded  with,  the  Government 
would  endeavour  to  afford  some  meed  of  justice 
to  that  gentleman.  I  asked  nothing  such  as 
the  honourable  gentleman  suggests. 

Sir  G.  GREY.  — There  were  two  or  three 
speeches  upon  the  subject;  I  only  gathered 
toe  tenor  of  the  whole. 

Mr.  MARCHANT.— The  honourable  gentle- 
man looked  at  me  very  hard. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— A  cat  may  look  at  a  king. 

Sir  G.  GREY.— No,  no,  that  is  not  it ;  but  a 

heart  that  is  touched  by  a  look (Inaudible.) 

I  am  in  favour  of  justice  to  the  individual. 
That  I  contend  for ;  but  I  say,  in  this  case, 
before  we  are  asked  to  adjourn  we  ought,  in 
fairness,  to  be  told  the  precise  hour  at  which 


this  debate  shall  be  resumed.    I  move.  That 

this  debate  be  adjourned  to  this  day  week. 

Mr.  TAIPUA. — I  quite  agree  with  the  pro- 
posal made  by  the  Premier  for  the  adjourn- 
ment of  the  consideration  of  this  matter,  seeing 
that  the  debate  is  likely  to  be  protracted.  I 
hope  no  honourable  members  will  make  a  party 
question  of  this  on  account  of  their  opposition 
Co  the  Government,  but  that  they  will  con- 
sider the  merits  or  otherwise  of  the  Bill)  and 
be  guided  entirely  by  that.  It  is  to  be  remem- 
bered that  all  previous  legislation  relating  to 
Native  lands  has  brought  trouble  upon  the 
Native  people.  We  are  still  wondering  and 
waiting  to  see  what  this  Government  will  do 
for  the  benefit  of  the  Natives,  I  hope  the 
motion  for  the  adjournment  will  be  earned. 

Mr.  TAIWHANGA.— I  quite  agree  with  the 
honourable  member  for  Auckland  Central  that 
the  time  should  be  named,  because  it  might 
come  on  when  we  are  busy.  We  were  at  the 
meeting  of  the  Native  Affairs  Committee  this 
morning,  and  nearly  lost  the  debate  on  these 
Bills.  Therefore  I  will  support  what  has  been 
suggested  by  the  honourable  member  for  Auck- 
land Central,  that  the  time  should  be  named 
when  the  debate  on  these  Bills  will  begin.  I 
have  made  up  my  mind  to  stand  firm  to  the 
wish  of  my  people  against  these  Bills. 

Mr.  SMITH.— The  district  I  come  from  is 
largely  interested  in  this  question,  and  I  am 
sorry  the  Government  have  brought  these  Bills 
down  on  the  last  day  of  the  session  without 
their  having  previously  gone  before  the  Native 
Affairs  Committee.  What  was  put  in  the  Bills 
I  am  afraid  will  be  lost.  I  do  not  know  any- 
thing about  the  Native  Land  Court  Bill ;  but 
the  last  Bill,  the  Native  Land  Administration 
Act  Repeal  Bill,  will,  I  am  certain,  cause  a 
very  long  debate  indeed.  Therefore  it  will  be 
for  the  Government  to  consider  whether  they 
will  adjourn  it  altogether  or  not.  If  they  wish 
to  adjourn  the  Bill  until  next  session  no  doubt 
a  great  deal  of  opposition  will  be  done  away 
with.  I  may  point  out,  with  reference  to  these 
Bills,  that  a  groat  many  honourable  members 
would  have  amendments— in  fact,  those  repre- 
senting the  districts  interested  would  be  bound 
to  have  amendments — and  those  amendments 
would  have  to  be  considered,  and  would  take  a 
very  long  time  indeed.  There  is  one  thing  I 
wish  to  point  out  to  the  Premier.  I  believe 
there  is  a  case  put  in  these  Bills  coming  from 
his  own  district — the  case  of  Joshua  Jones.  I 
was  on  the  Waste  Lands  Committee  two  or 
three  years  ago.  We  considered  this  case,  and 
the  Committee  almost  unanimously  decided 
that  he  had  a  grievance,  and  recommended  the 
Government  to  deal  with  it.  They  dealt  with 
it  by  putting  a  clause  in  the  Special  Powers 
and  Contracts  Act.  That  was  overridden  in 
another  Bill.  Ho  has  come  down  again,  and 
I  think  his  case  should  be  put  in  some  Bill. 
The  Committee  more  than  once  have  decided 
that  he  hod  a  grievance,  and  I  hope  the  Pre- 
mier will  state  to  the  House  that  he  will  put 
a  clause  in  some  other  Bill  dealing  with  this 
case. 

Major  ATKINSON.— I  hope  the  House  will 
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agree  to  go  on  with  the  work  we  are  auziooa  to 
get  at.  I  do  not  understand  the  position  the 
honourable  member  for  Auckland  Central  takes 
up ;  but,  if  this  will  meet  his  view,  I  am  quite 
willing  to  make  the  following  proposal :  that 
these  Bills  be  adjourned,  and  take  their  place 
on  the  Order  Paper,  as  corrected,  out  of  which 
they  got  because  the  honourable  member  for 
Christchurch  Kortli  was  not  here.  I  will  under- 
take not  to  bring  them  on  to-night  later  than 
eleven  o'clock. 

Mr.  FITZHERBERT.— I  was  in  hope  the 
Premier  would  agree  to  the  suggestion  that  these 
Bills  should  all  stand  over  until  next  session. 
We  have  all  suffered  inconvenience  in  the  past 
through  continual  change  in  the  Maori  laws. 
Nearly  every  session  they  are  amended  in  some 
direction  or  another.  I  hope  that  when  wo  do 
have  Maori  laws  amended  again  it  will  be  for 
all  time.  These  are  but  temporary  measures, 
and  are  only  to  remain  in  force  until  the  end 
of  next  session  ;  and,  that  being  so,  no  harm  can 
be  done  if  these  Bills  all  stand  over  until  then. 
I  agree  with  the  suggestion  that  the  case  of 
Joshua  Jones  should  be  dealt  with  this  session. 
The  Government  can  in  some  way  arrange  that 
he  should  receive  the  benefits  he  was  to  derive 
under  this  Bill.  I  do  hope  the  Premier  will 
agree  that  these  Bills  shall  all  stand  over  until 
next  session  ;  and,  if  he  does,  I  feel  quite  sure 
that  the  honourable  member  for  Auckland 
Central  will  withdraw  his  amendment  with 
regard  to  the  adjournment  question.  I  think 
it  is  only  reasonable,  at  this  stage  of  the 
session,  that  this  should  be  done.  I  am  not 
aware  that  the  Premier  has  considered  these 
Bills,  or  that  any  member  of  his  Ministry  has 
considered  them.  I  feel  certain  that,  through 
press  of  work,  they  have  not  had  time  to  give 
due  consideration  to  these  measures.  It  would 
be  better  for  all  parties  that  these  Bills  should 
stand  over.  The  subject  is  a  very  important 
one,  and  I  should  like  to  see  a  complete  re- 
vision of  the  whole  of  the  Maori  laws. 

Mr.  T.  THOMPSON.— I  wish  to  express  a 
desire  that,  whatever  may  be  the  fate  of  these 
Bills,  the  Premier  will  take  into  considera- 
tion the  case  of  Mr.  Jones.  I  may  say  that  I 
have  had  an  opportunity  of  going  very  fully 
into  the  grievance  of  this  gentleman,  and  I  do 
believe  he  has  a  very  substantial  grievance 
against  the  Government. 

Mr.  SAMUEL.— I  should  like  to  say,  about 
this  claim  of  Mr.  Jones,  that  I  should  think  it 
would  be  well  to  have  legislation  this  session 
upon  that  claim,  although  I  fail  to  see  how  it 
is  going  to  be  done  under  present  circum- 
stances. I  should  be  glad  if  the  Government 
could  see  some  way  of  opening  that  block  of 
forty  thousand  acres  for  settlement,  instead  of 
allowing  it  to  be  blocked  up  for  fifty-six  years. 
I  hope  the  Government  will  try  and  make 
some  fair  and  equitable  arrangement  with  Mr. 
Jones  and  the  oUiers  interested  for  the  purpose 
of  having  this  block  made  available  for  settle- 
ment. 

Mr.  B.  H.  J.  BEEVES.— I  am  in  a  position 
to  state  that  as  soon  as  Mr.  Jones  gets  a  title 
there  will  be  a  very  large  amount  of  capital 
Major  Atkinton 


expended  on  that  land,  thus  employing  a  con- 
siderable amount  of  labour.  For  the  last 
thirteen  years  Mr.  Jones  has  been  fighting  the 
battle  single-handed  to  get  that  justice  which 
he  ought  to  have  got  years  ago,  and  I  trust  the 
Premier  will  see  his  way  clear  to  bring  down  a 
Bill  to  put  Mr.  Jones  in  possession  of  that 
land.  It  will  have  the  effect  of  bringing  half  a 
million  of  money  into  the  country  within  a 
veiy  short  time.  The  obstacles  that  have  beea 
continually  thrown  in  Mr.  Jones's  way  have 
retarded  the  progress  of  that  part  of  the  colony 
to  a  very  considerable  extent.  I  hope  the  Go- 
vernment will  see  their  way  cleat  to  drop  these 
Bills  this  session,  because  I  am  certain  Uiey 
will  not  carry  them  through  ;  and  I  ask  them, 
in  all  equity  and  justice,  to  bring  down  a  short 
Bill  to  place  Mr.  Jones  in  proper  possession  of 
the  land. 

Mr.  TUENBULL.— I  feel  that  very  great  in- 
justice has  been  inflicted  on  Mr.  Jones.  The 
whole  of  the  papers  were  carefully  gone  throogli 
by  the  Committee.  Mr.  Jones  has  been  for  some 
reason  or  other  deprived  of  his  rights;  and  it 
is  one  of  those  cases  that  seem  rather  like 
romance  than  anything  else.  I  refer  to  the 
manner  in  which  Mr.  Jones  has  been  treated 
in  reference  to  this  land.  I  regret  that  these 
Bills  have  been  left  over  until  the  very  end  of 
the  session,  and  I  think  it  would  be  wise  to  hold 
them  over  for  the  present.  But  oa  to  Ur. 
Jones,  I  think  a  very  great  injustice  has  been 
perpetrated  on  him  by  his  not  being  allowed  to 
get  possession  of  this  land.  On  several  occa- 
sions justice  has  been  almost  within  his  grasp, 
and  but  for  the  action  of  one  or  two  Ministers 
he  would  have  got  it.  The  property  in  question 
is  a  very  valuable  one,  and  the  opening-up  of 
this  block  would  bring  a  very  great  deiQ  of 
capital  into  the  country,  would  give  a  con- 
siderable amount  of  employment,  and  would 
add  to  the  revenue  of  the  country  very  mach. 

Mr.  DUNCAN.  — I  think  the  Government 
would  shorten  the  time  taken  op  by  this  de- 
bate if  they  would  give  some  indication  as  to 
whether  they  intend  doing  justice  to  Mz. 
Jones. 

An  Hon.  Membbb. — No. 

Mr.  DUNCAN.— I  hear  "No"  from  those 
benches;  and,  if  that  is  so,  I  am  prepared  to 
stay  here  until  after  Christmas  until  something 
is  done  in  the  matter.  I  was  on  the  Public 
Petitions  Committee  when  this  case  was  folly 
inquired  into  ;  but,  through  the  action  of  the 
Government,  the  whole  action  of  the  Commit- 
tee has  been  upset  on  several  occasions,  sind  I 
think  it  is  time  the  matter  was  looked  into  and 
finally  decided.  I  think  Mr.  Jones  has  been 
treated  very  injuriously  indeed.  If  the  Govexa- 
ment  do  not  see  their  way  to  do  something  I 
think  this  debate  will  be  prolonged  to  a  very 
great  length. 

Mr.  FISHEB.— The  Premier  has  alreodyput 
before  the  House  the  plain  position  of  afious. 
He  has  said  he  is  inclined  to  take  the  bnsiitess 
on  the  Order  Paper,  and,  as  already  stated, 
these  Bills  have  come  on  because  of  the  absence 
of  the  honourable  member  for  Ghristchorch 
North,  and  the  House  wished  to  proceed  to  tiie 
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bnamess  on  the  Order  Paper.  If  the  House  will 
consent  to  the  proposition  of  the  Premier,  that 
these  Bills  shall  oe  postponed  and  that  the 
HoQse  shall  proceed  to  other  business,  all  diffi- 
culty, for  the  present,  will  be  obviated.  The 
Itemier  himself  has  said  that  he  will  go  on 
with  the  orders  of  the  day  up  till  eleven  o'clock, 
and  that  he  will  not  proceed  with  these  Bills  at 
any  latex  hour.  I  think  that  ought  to  meet  the 
wishes  of  every  honourable  member  who  is  in- 
terested in  the  passage  or  non-passage  of  these 
Bills,  and  I  appeal  to  the  Native  -  members 
whe^er  that  does  not  meet  their  views.  If  the 
House  will  allow  ns  to  proceed  with  the  busi- 
ness in  the  order  in  which  it  appears  on  the 
Order  Paper  there  need  be  no  further  difficulty 
in  the  matter  whatever. 

Sir  a.  OKBY.— I  would  point  out  that  the 
southern  members  wish  to  leave  at  eleven 
o'clock  to-night,  and  I  should  like  to  have  these 
Bills  discussed  in  their  presence. 

ISx.  LA  WRY. — I  hope  the  Government  will 
give  eSect  to  what  is  evidently  the  wish  of 
the  House ;  and,  not  only  in  the  interests  of 

I'ustice,  but  also  in  the  interest  of  our  common 
lumanity,  I  think  Mr.  Jones's  case  should  re- 
ceive immediate  attention.  I  fear,  if  the  con- 
sideration of  the  question  is  postponed,  as  has 
been  suggested,  the  matter  will  simply  be  post- 
poned out  of  existence.  It  has  become  notori- 
ous that  Mr.  Jones's  case  is  one  of  exceptional 
hardship,  and  a  grievous  wrong  has  been  done 
him  by  successive  Native  administrations  by 
neglecting  his  legitimate  claims.  I  therefore 
hope  the  justice  asked  for  will  be  granted  with- 
out delay. 

Mr.  BOSS. — The  honourable  member  for 
Auckland  Central  has  said  that  the  southern 
members  have  made  arrangements  to  leave  at 
eleven  to-night.  I  do  not  iaow  what  arrange- 
ments have  been  made  by  others ;  but,  speaking 
for  myself,  I  intend  to  stay  till  the  business  of 
the  session  is  disposed  of. 

Mr.  HUTCHISON.— I  think  the  House  will 
not  be  satisfied  with  the  assurance  of  the  Pre- 
mier, more  especially  as  it  has  been  varied  by 
the  Minister  of  Education.  It  is  manifestly 
unfair  that  the  discussion  should  be  open  to  be 
resumed  at  any  hour  up  to  eleven  to-night ;  and 
to  compel  the  honourable  member  for  Auckland 
Central  to  be  present  continuously  till  that 
hour  would  not  be  treating  that  honourable 
gentleman  with  the  respect  he  deserves  at  the 
hands  of  the  House.  Moreover,  I  object  to  its 
being  resumed  at  that  hour,  or  at  any  time 
neai  it ;  because,  though  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Roslyn  may  remain  after  to-day,  we  know 
Teiy  well  that  nearly  all  the  southern  members 
intend  to  leave  to-night,  and,  with  reference  to 
this  Bill  .and  the  other  cognate  measures,  I 
especially  rely  on  the  southern  members  to  see 
justice  done  in  this  matter.  They  are  totally 
disinterested  in  it,  which  cannot  be  said  of 
some  honourable  members  representing  north- 
ern districts,  because  at  the  proper  time  I  shall 
eall  attention  to  the  fact  that  several  honour- 
able members  are  directly  interested  in  this 
question.  I  say  this :  that  I  do  not  think  this 
proposed  legislation  should  be  allowed  to  go  on 

VOL.  JJX.-«L 


if  one  southern  member  leaves,  because  I  rely 
on  the  sense  of  justice — untrammelled  by  any 
interest,  however  remote  —  in  the  minds  of 
honourable  gentlemen  from  the  South  to  see 
that  this  great  question  is  treated  as  it  deserves. 
I  hope  other  honourable  members  will  express 
their  opinions  on  this  question  until  we  see 
that  the  Premier  is  convinced  of  the  gravity  of 
the  subject,  and  until  he  gives  an  assurance 
that  these  measures  shall  not  be  proceeded  with 
during  the  present  session. 

Mr.  TAYLOR.— There  is  no  necessity  for 
carrying  these  Bills  through  this  session.  I 
hope  it  will  not  be  done,  and  I,  for  one,  shall 
stop  as  long  as  possible  to  prevent  it.  It  is  a 
monstrous  thing  to  take  advantage  of  honour- 
able members  wanting  to  get  away  to  try  and 
force  these'  things  tlurough.  In  the  South  we 
see  enormous  tracts  of  land  in  the  hands  of  a 
few  individuals;  and,  if  we  do  not  deal  pro- 
perly with  the  Native-land  question,  we  shall 
see  the  same  thing  in  the  North — we  shall  see 
a  few  individuals  mopping  up  all  the  Native 
lands  in  the  colony  for  their  own  benefit.  I  am 
not  at  all  interested  personally  in  the  Native- 
land  question ;  but  I  must  protest  against  any- 
thing which  would  tend  to  further  monopoly 
in  land.  I  hope  the  Natives  will  stand  up  for 
their  rights,  and  not  allow  a  few  selfish  men  to 
get  possession  of  their  lands. 

Mr.  W.  P.  REEVES.— I  should  be  exceed- 
ingly sorry  to  do  anything  tending  to  embar- 
rass the  Government,  and  I  know  that  honour- 
able members  on  this  side  of  the  House  are 
anxious  to  expedite  business  as  much  as  Is 
reasonable;  but  there  is  a  limit  to  what  is 
reasonable,  and  when  that  is  reached  the 
unreasonable  begins.  It  would  be  utterly  im- 
reasonable  to  give  the  Government  an  oppor- 
tunity to  bring  up  these  Bills  at  half-past  ten 
to-night,  just  when  we  should  all  be  starting 
for  the  steamer,  and  it  would  not  be  acting  in 
the  interests  of  both  races  in  the  colony  to 
allow  it  to  be  done.  The  southern  members 
are  not  immediately  interested  in  the  question 
of  Native  lands,  but  it  is  their  business  to  see 
that  any  legislation  on  that  subject  is  equally 
fair  and  reasonable  to  the  people  of  both 
races.  I  do  not  say  that,  in  dealing  with  this 
question,  there  are  any  northern  members,  even 
those  who  may  be  immediately  interested,  who 
are  prepared  to  do  anything  but  what  is  just 
and  reasonable ;  but  the  fact  remains  that 
some  honourable  members  are  directly  in- 
terested, and  the  country  would  think  it  most 
extraordinary  if  we  should  go  away  and  leave 
legislation  of  this  sort  to  be  passed  when  the 
majority  of  honourable  members  were  not  pre- 
sent. I  have  no  wish  at  aU  to  do  anything 
which  might  impede  the  Government,  but  I 
think  they  should  of  their  own  accord  give  ua 
an  assurance  that  these  Bills  will  be  dropped 
till  next  session,  when  they  could  be  fully  con- 
sidered by  this  House,  and  carefully  deliberated 
upon  by  the  Native  ASairs  Committee ;  when 
southern  members  would  have  ample  time  to 
study  them,  and  northern  members  who  wished 
to  make  any  amendments  would  be  able  to 
propose  them  and  have  them  considered.    I 
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trust  that  that  is  the  oouiee  which  will  be 
taken. 

Mr.  EEIiL'S. — I  hope  the  Oovemment  will 
reconsider  the  matter  and  accede  to  the  wishes 
of  the  Native  members.  We  are  not  in  a  fair 
position  with  regard  to  these  Bills.  It  has 
always  been  the  practice  to  submit  Bills  of 
tiiis  kind  to  the  Native  ASain  Committee,  and 
these  Bills  have  been  submitted  to  the  Native 
Affairs  Committee  of  the  Council,  where  there 
are  only  two  Native  members  ;  but  here,  where 
there  are  four  Native  members  and  a  num- 
ber of  European  members  representing  Native 
districts,  no  opportunity  is  given  to  properly 
consider  these  Bills,  and  they  have  been  kept 
from  the  Native  Affairs  Committee  altogether. 
At  the  beginning  of  the  session  I  was  asked 
by  the  Native  members  to  request  the  Govern- 
ment to  have  these  Bills  sent  to  the  Native 
Affairs  Committee  to  report  on  and  to  consider 
any  amendments  suggested,  and  I  thought  the 
Government  would  send  them,  as  usual,  and 
I  told  the  Native  members  that  no  doubt  the 
Bills  would  be  sent  to  the  Committee  after 
passing  the  other  House ;  but  that  has  not 
been  done,  and  they  are  now  brought  before  us 
at  the  fag-end  of  the  session,  when  there  is  no 
time  to  consider  thepi.  I  know  that  members 
interested  in  the  question  have  a  number  of 
amendments  to  propose,  and  I  feel  sure  that  it 
would  take  two  or  throe  days  to  put  the  Bills 
through ;  and  I  therefore  ask  the  Premier  to 
again  consider  the  question.  If  there  are  any 
particalar  clauses  he  wishes  to  pass  to  remove 
any  injustice,  I  am  sure  the  House  will  assist 
him ;  but,a8!it  would  take  practically  three  days 
to  go  through  the  whole  of  the  Bills,  I  again 
ask  the  Government  to  consider  the  suggestion 
to  drop  them. 

The  House  divided  on  the  question,  "That 
the  words  '  this  day  week '  be  added  to  the 
question." 

Axss,  25. 
Buxton  Kelly  Taiwhanga 

Oadman  O'Callaghan      Taylor 

OarroU  Parata  Tumbnll 

f  eldwiok  Beeves,  W.  P.   Vogel 

Fitchett  Seddon  Wilson. 

Fraser  Smith 

Goldie  Steward,  W.  7.         TeUen. 

Grey  Stewart,  W.  D.  Fitzherbert 

Joyce  Taipua  Hutchison. 

NoKS,  88. 
Allen  Jackson  Pyke 

Atkinson  Jones  Bichardson,  E. 

Barron  Lance  Bichardson,  G. 

Blake  Lawry  Boss 

Bruce  Macarthur  Samuel 

Buchanan  Marchant  Seymour 

Podson  McKenzic,  J.     Tanner 

Duncan  Mitchelson        Thompson,  T. 

Fergus  Moat  Walker 

Fisher  Monk  Withy. 

Graham  Peacock  Tellers. 

Hislop  Pearson  Beetham 

Izatd  Perceval  McGregor. 

Majority  against,  18. 

Amendment  negatived. 
Mr.  W.  P.  Beeves 


Mr.  HISLOP  moved.  That  the  debate  be  ad- 
jonmed  till  after  Orders  of  the  Day  Nos.  1,  S, 
and  3,  80  as  to  reinstate  the  Bill  in  its  anginal 
position  on  the  Order  Paper. 

Mr.  PEBCEVAL.— I  think  the  proposal  of 
the  Government  is  very  fair.  This  morning  the 
Government,  out  of  consideration  for  the  leader 
of  the  Opposition,  took  this  measure  first ;  and 
I  do  not  think  it  is  fair  to  take  advantaiige  of 
that  to  embarrass  the  Government. 

Dr.  FITCHETT.— I  move,  as  an  amnndment, 
That  the  debate  be  adjourned  till  Monday  next. 
I  do  so  in  order  that  the  Government  may  have 
an  opportunity  of  considering  whether  they  will 
proceed  with  these  measures;  and,  secondly, 
that  honourable  members  may  have  time  to 
know  more  about  these  Bills. 

Mr.  HUTCHISON.— Those  who  are  acting 
in  this  matter  are  not  obstructive  in  seeking  to 
force  the  Government  to  comply  with  a  vary 
reasonable  request.  However,  if  the  Qovem- 
ment  will  not  take  the  ordinary  adjournment 
for  luncheon,  I  will  take  the  opportunity  of 
referring  to  the  case  of  Mr.  Joshua  Jones. 
That  is  a  very  argent  matter,  and  I  would 
suggest  that  the  Government  should,  daring 
the  recess,  appoint  a  Commission  to  inquire 
into  the  matter.  The  case  is  one  that  cannot 
be  dealt  with  prj^perly  in  this  hasty  manner, 
because  it  is  a  matter  on  which  evidence  must 
be  tsJcen,  and  it  would  necessarily  follow  that 
it  would  have  to  be  referred  to  a  Committee  of 
the  House  before  legislation  took  place  upcm 
it.  Most  valuable  evidence  could  be  taken 
with  regard  to  the  working  of  the  Native  Land 
Court,  and  if  this  evidence  were  laid  before  the 
House  next  session  it  would  be  a  very  usefnl 
guide  to  us  in  considering  necessary  legisla- 
tion. 

Sir  G.  GBEY.— Can  we  not  have  the  nsoal 
adjournment  now  ?  We  have  been  working 
early  and  late,  and  I  think  we  are  entitled  to 
take  some  little  adjournment.  I  remained  np 
last  night  till  past  twelve  o'clock,  and  that  was 
nothing  to  what  other  honourable  memben 
had  to  do  ;  and  then  we  are  called  upon  to 
work  early  in  the  morning,  —  and  sorely  we 
ought  to  be  allowed  some  little  time  for  re- 
freshment now. 

Mr.  SAMUEL. — It  is  usual  at  the  end  of  a 
session,  when  there  is  such  a  decided  objection 
to  a  Bill  as  there  is  to  this,  to  ask  the  Govern- 
ment to  consider  whether  it  is  not  expedient 
to  postpone  the  consideration  of  the  measore 
to  another  session.  I  support  two  of  these 
Bills,  although  I  should  like  to  see  them  con- 
siderably  altered  in  Commitcee  ;  but,  still,  it  is 
quite  evident  that  there  are  a  great  many  mem- 
bers here  who  are  prepared  to  resist  the  at- 
tempt to  pass  these  Bills  through  in  the  limited 
time  at  our  disposal.  I  hope  the  Govemiaent 
will  not  look  upon  this  attitude  as  indicating 
a  hostile  feeling,  but  as  proceeding  from  a  desire 
to  do  justice,  and  to  prevent  improper  things 
from  being  ratified,  which  might  be  the  case 
under  these  Bills.  I  hope  the  House  will 
agree  to  the  adjournment  of  the  debate  nntil 
after  the  other  orders  of  the  day  are  disposed 
of,  and  that  in  the  meantime  the  Government 
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'will  considei  whether  or  not  it  is  necessary  to 
proceed  Tvith  these  Bills. 

IlajoT  ATKIKSON. — I  gave  an  assnrance 
more  than  an  hoot  ago  that  that  was  what  we 
intended  to  do. 

Mr.  SAMUEL.— Then,  I  hope  the  House 
will  agree  to  the  adjournment. 

Mr.  O'CALLAGHAN.— I  would  suggest  that 
the  GroTemment  should  bring  in  a  short  Bill 
providing  foi  what  is  absolutely  necessary, 
withdrawing  what  is  unnecessary,  on  the  un- 
derstanding that  no  honourable  members  shall 
move  any  amendments  in  the  Bill.  It  is  far 
too  important  a  question  to  be  {oroed  on ;  and 
honourable  members,  as  a  matter  of  duty,  must 
resist  such  legislation  as  is  here  proposed,  not 
with  a  view  of  interfering  with  the  Govern- 
ment, but  to  satisfy  their  owii  consciences. 

Mr.  SEDDON.  — I  trust  there  will  be  no 
farther  opposition  shown  to  the  fixing  of  the 
adjournment  of  the  debate.  We  know  that, 
&om  the  work  that  has  been  done,  and  the 
arrangements  that  have  been  made  by  mem- 
bers for  leaving,  it  is  next  to  an  impossibility 
that  these  Bills  can  be  dealt  with ;  and  the 
Government  have,  in  efiect,  said  as  much. 

Major  STEWABD.— I  am  sorry  that  I  was 
away  when  the  Government,  at  an  early  period 
of  the  sitting,  intimated  that  they  would  take 
into  consideration  the  question  of  whether  they 
would  proceed  with  these  Bills  or  not.  If  I 
had  understood  that,  I  should  have  voted  with 
the  Government  on  the  last  division. 

Mr.  CADMAN. — I  can  quite  understand  that 
the  Government  do  not  like  being  forced  into 
the  position  of  having  to  drop  their  Bills ;  but, 
at  the  same  time,  it  is  only  fair  that  the  Go- 
vernment should  consider  this :  that  our  con- 
stituents are  interested,  and  that  we  ought  not 
to  be  put  in  the  position  of  having  these  Bills 
forced  upon  us.  We  must  debate  them,  and 
must  endeavour  to  amend  tbem. 

Mr.  KELLY. — I  think  that  the  Government 
should  not  be  put  out  at  the  opposition  shown 
to  these  Bills.  It  is  not  a  party  affair  at  all. 
A  good  many  honourable  members  who  have 
supported  the  Government  throughout  the  ses- 
sion voted  against  them  on  the  last  division. 
For  instance,  the  Native  members,  who  have 
given  Ministers  a  hearty  support,  are  opposed 
to  them  in  connection  with  these  Bills.  The 
Government  should  recognise  this,  and  with- 
draw the  Bills.  I  am  in  favour  of  the  Native 
Xjand  Administration  Act  being  repealed,  for 
it  has  done  considerable  harm  in  my  district ; 
but  it  is  evident  that  there  is  no  chance  of  the 
Bill  going  through,  and  it  is  of  no  use  proceed- 
ing with  it. 

Dr.  PITCHETT.— I  should  like  to  ask  leave 
to  withdraw  my  amendment.  I  may  say  that 
I  did  not  hear  the  Premier  indicate  his  willing- 
ness to  consider  the  feasibility  of  proceeding 
with  these  Bills. 

Motion,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

EDUCATION. 
Mr.  BBOWN  wished  to  make  a  personal 
explanation.     On  Tuesday  morning,  at  half- 
past  three  or  thereabouts,  when  he  had  given 


his  vote  on  the  education  question,  he  was 
challenged  by  the  Government  whip,  who 
stated  that  he  had  paired  on  the  question. 
He  replied  that  he  had  not  paired,  but 
had  been  waiting  all  night  in  order  to  give 
a  personal  vote.  On  inquiring  with  whom  he 
had  paired,  the  whip  gave  the  bame  of  the 
honourable  member  for  the  BuUer.  The  next 
morning  he  saw  the  honourable  member  for 
the  BuUer,  and  asked  him  if  he  had  paired 
with  him.  The  honourable  member  said  he 
had  done  so,  and  he  replied  that  he  had  refused 
to  pair  with  him  and  other  members  for  the 
reason  that  upon  the  question  of  the  reduc- 
tion of  the  expense  of  education  he  desired  to 
give  a  personal  vote,  and,  although  at  great 
inconvenience  to  himself,  as  he  was  sufEering 
from  a  serious  illness,  he  hod  remained  in  the 
chamber  to  give  a  personal  vote,  and  that  he  had 
done  so  as  bis  constituents  were  interested  in 
the  reduction  of  the  education  vote,  and  that  he 
knew  some  of  them  did  not  understand  the  sys- 
tem of  pairing,  and  therefore  it  was  desirable 
that  he  should  vote  personally.  The  honour- 
able member  for  the  BuUer  told  him  that  there 
were  other  gentlemen  present  when  he  paired, 
and  mentioned  the  honourable  member  for 
Inangahua  and  the  honourable  member  for  the 
Thames.  He  had  referred  the  question  to  these 
gentlemen,  and  both  had  informed  him  that 
he  had  not  in  their  presence  given  any  pair, 
but  had  refused  to  do  so  for  the  reasons  already 
expressed.  The  honourable  member  for  the 
BuUer  had  told  him  it  was  very  important  for 
him  to  set  himself  right  with  his  constituents, 
and  that  he  must  make  an  explanation  to  the 
House;  but  he  (Mr.  Brown)  understood  this 
would  not  be  done  unless  he  was  present  when 
the  explanation  was  made.  After  the  statement 
was  made  to  the  House,  he  had  received  a  note 
from  the  honourable  member  for  the  BuUer, 
telling  him  what  he  had  done.  He  thought  the 
House  would  agree  with  him  that  he  was  not 
trespassing  too  much  on  its  indulgence  in  ask- 
ing it  to  hear  both  sides  of  the  question.  As  the 
names  of  the  honourable  gentlemen  who  were 
present  when  he  was  said  to  have  made  the 
pair  had  been  given,  he  would  ask  them  if 
they  would  state  what  had  taken  place. 

Colonel  FRASEB  knew  nothing  further 
about  the  matter  than  that  he  was  sitting 
with  the  honourable  member  for  Tuapeka, 
the  honourable  member  for  the  BuUer,  and 
some  other  members,  and  that  the  conversa- 
tion veered  round  to  the  education  question. 
The  honourable  member  for  the  BuUer  then 
asked  the  honourable  member  for  Tuapeka  if 
he  would  pair  with  him,  and  the  latter  honour- 
able gentleman  said  that  he  would  not,  as  the 
Catholics  in  his  district  would  not  understand 
pairs,  and  that  he  wanted  to  give  a  personal 
vote.  He  (Colonel  Eraser)  left  then,  and  of 
course  did  not  know  what  happened  afterwards ; 
but  no  pair  had  been  given  in  his  presence. 

Mr.  PEARSON  wished  to  say  that  the 
honourable  member  for  Tuapeka  had  come  to 
him,  when  sitting  with  the  honourable  member 
for  Dunedin  Bast,  and  asked  him  to  pair  him 
in  this  way  with  the  honourable  member  for 
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the  Bnller :  IncretLse  of  sohool-age — ^For,  3.  0. 
Brown ;  against,  O'Conoi ;  normEd  schools,  the 
same  way ;  capitation  rednction,  the  same  way : 
and  also  for  strict -average  attendance.  The 
names  were  recorded  at  the  request  of  the 
honourable  member  for  Tuapeka. 

Mr.  W.  P.  BEEVES  said  that,  as  his  name 
had  been  mentioned,  he  would  say  what  had 
occurred  between  the  honourable  member  for 
Tuapeka  and  himself.  He  would  have  liked 
to  have  a  pair,  and  went  to  the  honourable 
member  for  Tuapeka  and  asked  him  to  pair 
with  him,  knowing  that  he  was  going  to  vote 
in  an  opposite  direction.  But  the  honourable 
member  for  Tuapeka  had  replied  that  he  wanted 
to  give  a  vote  in  the  House,  and  consequently 
would  not  pair. 

Mr.  O'CONOB  thought  it  necessary  to  add 
something  to  what  he  had  stated  previously. 
The  statement  of  the  honourable  member  for 
the  Thames  was  perfectly  correct :  the  conver- 
sation named  did  take  place,  and  the  honour- 
able member  for  Tuapeka  at  first  did  express 
unwillingness  to  pair ;  but  afterwards  he  dis- 
tinctly, in  reply  to  a  question,  said  that  he 
would  pair,  and  upon  what.  On  saying  that, 
he  went  into  a  certain  portion  of  the  offices  of 
the  House,  and  he  (Mr.  O'Conor)  came  direct, 
and,  seeing  the  pair  recorded,  left.  They  had 
paired  many  and  many  a  time  before,  and  were 
old  friends,  and  he  was  sorry  that  this  misun- 
derstanding should  have  occurred,  and  believed 
it  to  have  been  merely  a  misunderstanding  on 
the  part  of  the  honourable  member. 

Mr.  BKOWN  remarked  that  it  had  been  said 
by  the  whip  that  he  (Mr.  Brown)  had  paired  on 
certain  questions.  It  was  the  usual  thing  for 
one  whip  to  give  notice  to  the  other  whip  as  to 
the  members  who  had  paired.  This  was  the 
usual  custom,  and  the  reason  of  it  was  that 
both  whips  should  know  who  had  paired.  The 
whip  on  the  other  side  had  not  received  any 
notice  with  regard  to  himself.  All  this  had 
arisen  from  the  offensive  way  in  which  the 
Oovemment  whip  had  come  to  him  after  he 
had  recorded  his  vote.  From  the  way  the 
'  question  was  put  he  was  under  a  misapprehen- 
sion, and  had  voted  exactly  in  the  way  Uiat  his 
pair  would  have  voted.  That  alone  should 
have  secured  him  from  any  interference  on  the 
part  of  the  whip,  for  he  had  broken  no  pledge. 
The  general  understanding  with  whips  was,  if 
possible,  except  when  both  members  were  pre- 
sent who  had  given  the  pair,  that  the  mem- 
ber giving  the  pair  should  do  so  in  writing. 
That  was  the  general  rule,  and  he  thought  it 
only  fair  that  ho  should  bring  the  matter  before 
the  House.  He  certainly  had  not  intended  to 
give  a  pair,  and  if  he  had  done  so  it  was  not 
Ukely  he  would  have  remained  in  the  House 
until  three  o'clock  in  the  morning,  especially  in 
the  state  of  health  he  was  in  at  tiiat  time. 

Mr.  PEARSON  wished  to  say  that  the 
honourable  member  would  never  have  another 
opportunity  of  bringing  a  matter  of  this  kind 
before  the  House,  for  so  long  as  he  (Mr. 
Pearson)  was  a  whip  that  honourable  gentle- 
man's name  should  never  appear  in  the  book. 
Mr,  Btarton 


NEW  ZEALAND  LOAN  BILL. 

On  the  motion  for  the  oommittal  of  the  New 
Zealand  Loan  Bill, 

Sir  7.  VOGBL  said,— Sir,  before  you  leave 
the  chair  I  should  like  to  offer  a  few  remarks. 
It  will  be  remembered  by  honourable  members 
that  when  this  Bill  passed  its  second  reading 
I  expressed  the  opinion  that  it  was  not  neces- 
sary to  borrow  so  large  an  amount,  and  that 
there  was  a  risk  in  giving  an  assurance  not  to 
go  into  the  market  for  three  years  and  a  half. 
Ko  answer  was  made  to  the  arguments  I  used. 
The  Minister  of  Education,  in  his  usual 
fashion,  simply  got  up  and  abused  me  and  tho 
late  Government.  But  a  speech  of  that  kind 
did  not  affect  or  touch  the  arguments  I  used. 
Later  in  the  evening,  or,  rather,  the  next  even- 
ing, the  honourable  gentleman  at  the  head 
of  the  Oovemment  adopted  a  similar  course. 
It  is  no  answer  to  arguments  to  refer  to  the 
past  proceedings  of  a  late  Government.  As 
time  is  very  short,  I  shall  overlook  anything  of 
that  kind,  and  go  into  the  question  as  briefly 
as  possible.  I  do  not  consider  it  necessary 
to  borrow  the  large  amount  proposed,  nor  do 
I  consider  it  safe  to  give  the  assurance  which  I 
understand  the  Government  propose  to  give — 
to  not  enter  the  money-market  for  another 
three  years  and  a  half.  As  regards  the  ques- 
tion of  amount,  I  pointed  out — and  no  answer 
whatever  was  given  to  the  point — that,  if  it 
is  necesstuy  to  borrow  so  large  an  amount  as  a 
million  early  next  year,  it  stands  to  reason 
that,  as  a  million  of  money  is  to  be  expended 
next  year,  the  same  reasons  operate  in  the 
direction  of  borrowing  the  following  year  again. 
In  other  words,  if  the  funds  at  the  commajid 
of  the  Government  are  so  congested  that, 
besides  the  money  required  for  immediate  ex- 
penditure, it  is  necessary  to  have  so  much  in 
hand  as  is  proposed  by  the  Government,  then 
the  same  causes,  if  in  operation,  require  another 
loan  next  year.  I  said  I  did  not  consider  that 
necessary,  because  I  did  not  consider  the  mil- 
lion proposed  to  be  borrowed  early  next  year 
was  necessary.  Q^e  honourable  gentleman 
proposes  to  add  to  his  loan-power  an  amount 
of  £400,000  for  the  deficiency  of  last  year  and 
the  present  year ;  and  no  doubt  he  will  place 
himself,  so  to  speak,  to  use  a  sporting  phrase, 
"  on  velvet "  at  the  end  of  the  year,  because  he 
will  pay  off  the  deficiency  and  have  a  very 
large  amount  at  his  command.  The  question 
is,  What  may  occur  afterwards?  The  trust 
fluids  are  fully  invested,  more  or  less,  and  the 
same  causes  will  produce  the  same  effects 
later  on.  As  fsf  as  the  Public  Works  TvcoA 
is  concerned,  it  is  tolerably  free.  But,  as  I 
pointed  out  when  speaking  on  the  subject, 
they  sometimes  carry  a  very  large  amount  of 
various  investments.  Now,  as  regards  the  same 
causes  being  at  work,  I  should  like  to  point  out 
to  honourable  members  what  we  have  to  con- 
sider in  future,  supposing  we  give  this  assurance 
not  to  borrow  for  three  years  and  a  half  ;  and 
I  ask  honourable  members,  as  prudent  business- 
men, would  they  consider  it  safe  and  satisfac- 
tory to  do  BO  7  First  of  all,  the  Sinking  Fund 
debentures  have  to  be  taken  up  in  the  colony. 
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That  is  to  say,  those  debentnies  that  represent 
the  accretions  of  the  Sinking  Fund  amount 
to  about  £250,000    at    the   beginning  of  the 

?'ear,  and  by  drawing  are  reduced  by  £120,000, 
eaving  £180,000  to  be  paid.  Then,  there  are 
the  QoTemment  loans  to  local  bodies.  The 
OoTemment  propose  to  reduce  that  amount  to 
£100,000  for  the  coming  year — that  is  to  say, 
for  the  two  years  it  is  to  be  £300,000 ;  and,  after- 
wards, I  am  much  mistthken  if,  on  account  of 
the  very  large  amounts  that  are  being  taken 
from  local  bodies,  they  will  be  content  with 
£100,000  per  annum.  At  any  rate,  that  is 
« (source  of  requirement  in  the  future  that 
oannot  be  overlooked.  Then,  there  are  the 
guaranteed  debentures.  They  are  carried  upon 
various  funds.  They  are  not,  as  honourable 
members  sometimes  suppose,  unnegotiated : 
they  are  sold.  They  are  not  put  on  the  open 
market,  bat  they  are  used  as  a  means  of 
obtaining  advances  from  various  funds  to  en- 
able those  funds  to  take  up  securities  from 
time  to  time.  Then,  there  are  the  Westport 
and  Greymouth  Harbours.  Money  will  be  re- 
quired for  them,  and  it  is  not  a  desirable  way 
to  obtain  money  to  issue  the  guaranteed  de- 
bentures. I  am  of  opinion  the  money  would 
be  much  better  obtained  in  a  direct  manner. 
Then,  Sir,  there  are  a  large  amount  of  public 
buildings  to  throw,  sooner  or  later,  on  the  Con- 
solidated Fund,  and,  if  that  fund  is  not  su£S- 
oient  to  meet  this  charge,  it  may  be  necessary 
to  borrow  money  in  order  to  do  so.  I 
am  dealing  now  with  local  loans  which  may 
be  required  within  the  next  three  years  and  a 
half,  in  contravention  of  any  assurance  given 
not  to  go  upon  the  market  for  three  years  and  a 
half.  Then,  there  are  loans  to  be  paid  off : 
the  Ten-forty  loan,  which  we  can  now  call  in  at 
any  time,  or  shall  be  able  to  do  so  from  January 
or  February  next.  In  six  months  we  can  pay 
ofi  two  millions  of  the  Ten-forty  loan,  now  bear- 
ing interest  at  the  rate  of  5  per  cent. ;  and  if  the 
money  were  borrowed  at  i  per  cent,  we  could 
flava  1  per  cent,  on  that  loan.  There  are  other 
loans  about  falling  due.  Then,  we  cannot 
leave  out  of  calculation,  when  talking  about  an 
assurance  of  this  kind,  the  fact  that  this  colony 
is  in  this  position :  Without  any  "  reserve  " — to 
use  a  banking  phrase — we  have  £1,600,000  "  on 
call "  invested  with  us  in  the  Savings-Bank. 
That  is  a  very  large  amount.  It  is  perfectly 
«afe.  It  should  be  so  while  we  have  recourse 
to  the  English  money-market ;  but,  if  we  are 
to  be  shut  out  from  that  recourse,  it  would 
be  an  exceedingly  dangerous  thing  to  hold 
£1,600,000  without  a  reserve  in  bullion  as 
«ecurity.  I  am  not  aware,  as  stated  by  the 
honourable  member  for  Port  Chalmers,  that 
money  can  be  borrowed  in  this  colony  for 
S  per  cent.  I  have  to  state,  as  against  the 
idea  of  that  being  the  case,  that  the  late  Go- 
vernment made  inquiries  in  several  directions 
juid  found  it  would  not  be  safe  to  ask  for 
money  in  the  colony,  because  the  chaooes  were 
Against  anything  like  a  considerable  amount 
being  obtained.  When  the  Kaihu  debentures — 
guaranteed  by  the  colony  as  regards  both  prin- 
cipal and  interest — ^were  offered  for  sale,  a  small 


amount  at  5  per  cent,  discount  was  taken  by 
the  Insurance  Fund,  and  the  rest  sold  to  one  of 
the  banks,  but  not  without  considerable  diffi- 
culty. It  is  a  mistake  to  suppose  tiiat  a  large 
amount  can  be  obtained  in  the  colony.  The 
honourable  member  for  Port  Chalmers  arrived 
at  the  result  he  did  because,  he  said,  there 
was  a  considerable  amount  of  money  offered 
on  mortgage.  That  is  quite  a  different  class 
of  investment.  Persons  who  send  money  for 
investment  on  mortgage  do  not  necessarily 
take  Government  debentures.  Then,  the 
honourable  gentleman  was  at  fault  with  re- 
gard to  the  equation  of  interest.  He  talked 
about  the  Government  paying  4|  per  cent,  for 
its  loans.  He  made  a  miscalculation  as  to 
the  effect  of  soling  at  a  discount.  To  aeU. 
a  4-per-oent.  loan,  with  only  thirty  years  to 
run,  at  S  per  cent,  discount,  would  mean 
borrowing  the  money  over  the  whole  term, 
including  sufficient  to  pay  the  discount  at  the 
end  of  Mie  period,  at  £4  68.  per  cent. :  tiiat  is 
to  say,  if  a  loan  were  sold  having  thirty  years 
to  run,  and  bearing  i  per  cent,  interest,  for  95, 
that  would  be  borrowing  money  at  £4  6s.  per 
cent.  That  is  for  thirty  years.  But  if  we 
borrow  for  forty  years,  as  we  do  now,  it  would 
mean  something  less,  because  there  would  be 
a  longer  time  to  accumulate  the  discount,  or, 
in  other  words,  a  smaller  annual  amount 
would  cover  the  discount.  The  honourable 
member  for  Port  Chalmers  was  therefore  alto- 
gether wrong  as  to  the  price  that  any  discount 
we  might  have  to  pay  would  cost  us  in  the 
way  of  interest.  Selling,  as  I  have  said,  at  even 
5  per  cent,  discount  would  only  make  us  pay 
£4  6s.  for  the  loan,  and  there  is  a  great  dif- 
ference between  £4  68.  and  4}  per  cent,  per 
annum,  of  which  the  honourable  gentleman 
spoke.  Now,  Sir,  I  think  I  have  shown 
honourable  members  that,  having  regard  to 
the  various  circumstances  —  and  there  are 
others  which  could  be  mentioned  —  it  is 
not  safe  to  give  such  an  assurance  as  is 
proposed.  I  should  like-  to  make  a  merely 
passing  reference  to  the  position  of  locu 
bodies'  loans  in  the  Home  market.  It  is  a 
question  which  it  is  undesirable  to  discuss, 
but  any  one  who  holds  a  responsible  position 
in  the  Government  cannot  be  unaware  of  the 
fact  that  the  necessity  may  arise  of  consolidat- 
ing these  loans,  and  that  it  is  not  desirable  to 
leave  thepi  out  of  any  possible  consideration 
that  might  be  required  to  be  given  to  them. 
For  my  own  part,  I  believe  the  time  will  come 
when  some  arrangement  will  have  to  be  made 
to  prevent  the  issue  of  local  loans  in  the  Eng- 
lish market,  and  to  come  to  some  arrangement 
for  consolidating  and  becoming  responsible, 
on  the  old  principle,  for  the  local  bodies'  loans. 
However,  I  wish  to  say,  en  j)<asant — not  to 
pledge  myself  to  it,  because  there  is  a  danger, 
m  making  such  an  utterance,  of  giving  a  fic- 
titious value  to  the  loans ; — but  some  of  the 
loans,  I  may  say,  are  very  high  in  the  English 
market.  I  wish  to  say  a  word  now  as  regards 
the  principle  of  the  Bill  itself.  It  affects, 
by  its  schedules,  to  denote  how  the  money 
is  to  bo   spent ;    but  clause   IS    completely 
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nnllifies  any  supposed  allooation  of  the  loan,  I 

by  leaving  it  within  the  power  of  Parliament 
to  alter  the  allocation  within  the  four  comers 
of  the  objects  comprised  in  the  schedule. 
My  contention  is  that  the  various  items 
should  not  be  set  forth — that  it  is  surplusage 
to  do  that,  since  the   body  of  the  Act  gives 

Sower  to  alter  and  apportion  the  amounts, 
[y  contention  is  that  the  amounts  should 
not  be  separately  denominated,  and  that 
the  loan  should  stand  unallocated,  the  House 
reserving  the  discretion  of  ordering  as  small 
an  expenditure  as  possible  from  time  to 
time.  I  am  confronted  with  this  difficulty  in 
the  matter :  that,  while  there  is  a  majority  of 
the  House,  I  believe,  strongly  in  favour  of  re- 
ducing the  expenditure,  the  question  arises, 
Who  is  to  have  the  credit  of  doing  the  work? 
In  speaking  the  other  night  of  the  Young  New 
Zealand  party  I  referred  to  them  as  "  stupid 
boys."  That  was  rather  an  absurd  thing  to 
do,  when  you  consider  the  age  of  the  honour- 
able gentlemen  in  question ;  and  it  was  put 
to  me  afterwards  that  such  a  reference  might 
possibly  apply  to  members  on  our  own  side  of 
the  House.  Of  course  I  scarcely  need  say  that 
I  meant  no  reference  to  honourable  members 
on  our  side.  But  I  may  explain  what  has  been 
going  on  this  session  between  sections  on  both 
sides  of  the  House.  There  have  been  a  number 
of  honourable  members  loud  in  their  expressions 
of  discontent  with  the  Government  in  the  lob- 
bies, but  yet  voting  with  the  Qovemment  in 
the  House ;  and  there  was  a  movement  on  the 
part  of  those  honourable  members  in  the  direc- 
tion of  seeing  whether  they  were  strong  enough 
to  form  an  independent  party.  They  had  not 
the  smallest  amount  of  affection  for  the  Go- 
vernment, and  would  have  been  only  too  glad 
to  give  it  its  eongf.  Then  came  the  question, 
Should  they  try  to  get  over  the  open  opponents 
of  the  Government,  or  should  the  open  oppo- 
nents of  the  Government  try  to  get  over  them? 
Their  first  attempt  was  on  the  tariff  question, 
and  a  deputation  was  appointed  to  wait  on 
the  Government.  The  Premier  gave  no  hope  of 
granting  the  request.  The  adjourned  meeting 
passed  a  resolution  to  the  effect  that  the  con- 
duct of  the  Government  was  unsatisfactory : 
but  the  Government  supporters  who  had  taken 
part  in  the  movement  did  not  attend  the  meet- 
ing —  they  made  their  appearance  no  more. 
The  same  sort  of  thing  has  gone  on  intermit- 
tently with  the  party  which  has  appropriated 
to  itself  the  name  of  "  the  Young  New  Zealand 
party."  From  time  to  time  they  have  tried 
to  obtain  the  services  of  the  members  on  our 
side  of  the  House,  and  we  have  been  quite 
ready  to  obtain  their  services  if  they  could  be 
persuaded.  Of  course  I  do  not  at  all  mean  to 
reflect  on  those  members  of  our  party  who  have 
been  endeavouring  to  persuade  the  gentlemen 
of  the  "  Young  New  Zealand  party  "  to  come 
with  us — to  come  out  into  the  open  light  of 
day  and  vote  according  to  their  principles.  The 
title  "  Young  New  Zealand  party  "  is  a  very 
comprehensive  phrase.  The  party  includes 
gentlemen  who,  apparently,  are  not  open  to 
the  charge  of  youth.  For  instance,  there  is 
Sir  J.  To 


the  honourable  member  for  P(Mt  Chalman, 
who,  when  I  first  caoM  to  the  colony — twenty- 
six  years  ago — was  even  then  put  down  aa  aa 
old  identity ;  and  he  certainly  has  not  grows 
younger  since.  Then,  there  is  the  hononrable 
member  for  Wallace — a  gentleman  for  whom  I 
have  the  greatest  respect.  From  the  ontwaid 
appearance  of  that  gentleman  you  would  say 
that  he  is  nearly  as  old  as  I  am  ;  bat,  judging 
by  his  words  and  actions,  yon  would  say  that 
he  is  very  youthful.  I  dare  say  most  honour- 
able members  have  read  a  charming  book  called 
"Vice  Versa;"  and  I  cannot  help  thinking 
that  my  honourable  friend  has  had  that  fatal 
Indian  stone  in  his  hand,  and  that,  while  he 
is  able  to  show  the  exterior  of  a  man  in 
age,  yet  he  really  is  a  very  young  person. 
The  feeling  he  has  displayed  towards  myself 
makes  me  think  that  some  dozen  years  ago 
perhaps  the  honourable  gentleman  was  a  little 
boy  trotting  about  in  socks  and  drawers,  and 
that  his  nurse,  with  that  evil  custom  which 
nurses  have,  made  me  a  sort  of  bogey  to  him. 
I  can  fancy  her  saying  to  him,  "  Now,  Master 
Samuel,  if  you  will  dirty  your  pinafore  or  get 
your  boots  wet,  I  will  send  for  '  Bogey  Vogel,' 
and  he  will  put  you  into  the  next  loan,  or  borrow 
you,  or  turn  you  into  a  sinking  fund ; "  and 
that  the  honourable  gentleman  has  grown  np 
with  the  idea  that  Vogel  is  a  most  dangerous 
person,  and  he  cannot  get  that  idea  out  of  his 
head.  I  ask  the  honourable  gentleman  to 
look  at  me  and  say  if  I  am  such  a  bogey — 
if  I  am  such  a  "  terror "  as  was  repre- 
sented to  his  infantile  imagination.  We  have 
heard  this  session  about  honourable  gentle- 
men voting  day  after  day  and  weak  after 
week  against  their  principles  beoaase  of 
their  fear  that  they  might  be  voting  on  the 
same  side  of  the  House  as  myself.  Sir,  that 
appears  to  me  to  be  a  most  absurd  thing  to  do, 
and  the  results  of  it  may  be  far  more  serious 
than  these  honourable  gentlemen  imagine. 
Take  the  question  now  before  us,  for  instaiaoa. 
I  believe  there  is  a  majority  in  favour  of  reducing 
this  loan,  but  yet  some  honourable  members  do 
not  like  to  vote  for  a  reduction  for  fear  they 
shall  vote  in  the  same  way  as  I  propose  to  do. 
Well,  I  do  not  wish  to  shock  the  sensibilities  of 
those  honourable  members,  and  to  give  them 
the  excuse  of  being  able  to  say,  "We  should 
have  reduced  the  loan,  but  Vogel  proposed  it," 
and  therefore  I  hope  some  honourable  member 
will  propose  a  reduction  which  will  give  them 
an  opportunity  of  voting  for  it.  Now,  I  think 
the  course  which  should  be  taken  is  this :  There 
is  no  object  whatever  in  keeping  these  subjects 
in  the  schedule.  Supposing  we  say  we  think 
a  loan  of  £600,000  is  sufficient,  I  would  suggest 
that  we  should  keep  clause  15  as  it  is — though 
we  should  require  to  alter  a  word  in  it — and 
that  the  two  parts  of  the  schedule  should  road 
simply  thus:  "In  aid  of  Part  I.,  Public  Works 
Fund,  and  cost  and  charges  of  raising  loan, 
£300,000  "—that  would  be  reducing  the  £500,000 
to  £300,000 ;  and,  similarly,  with  regard  to  th« 
second  part,  these  words  could  be  left  in :  "  In 
aid  of  Part  III.,  Public  Works  Fund,  and  cost 
and  charges  of  raising  loan,  £300,000."    That 
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would  leave  the  total  amount  £600,000,  and 
would  give  the  House  an  opportunity  of  vot- 
ing the  items  as  it  might  oonsidei  desirable 
trom  time  to  time.  If  the  amounts  had  been 
"  ear-maiked,"  as  in  the  Act  of  1886,  of  course 
it  would  be  different ;  but  they  are  not  "  ear- 
marked," and  there  is  no  object  in  pretending 
to  do  what  is  not  done.  I  wish  to  call  the 
attention  of  honourable  members  who  profess 
to  be  against  borrowing  to  one  point  which 
may  have  escaped  their  notice.  Do  they  know 
that  within  the  last  three  or  four  days  the 
Ghivemment  have  in  view  another  £500,000? 
Recollect,  we  were  first  told  that  the  loan 
might  be  a  million ;  and  then  there  came  a 
PuDlic  Bevenues  Bill,  with  a  proposal  to  in- 
crease Uie  amount  by  £400,000.  Now  the 
Oovemment  propose  to  get  another  £500,000  at 
their  disposal.  Honourable  members  will  ask 
what  I  refer  to.  I  refer  to  the  announcement 
nuMle  in  another  place  by  a  member  of  the 
Ministry  that  they  propose  to  sell  that  part  of 
the  Otago  Central  Railway  already  constructed 
—  and  that,  when  this  year's  expenditure  is 
defrayed,  will  represent  very  litte  less  than 
half  a  million.  So  there  is  another  half-million 
to  come  in:  that,  surely,  should  cause  those 
honourable  gentlemen  who  profess  to  be  averse 
from  borrowing  not  to  allow  the  present  loan  to 
be  so  large  as  is  proposed.  I  shall  support  any 
amendments  in  the  direction  to  which  I  have 
referred,  and  I  hope  they  will  be  made.  As  it 
is  BO  late,  I  should  like  them  to  be  made  in  a 
■hape  that  would  least  shock  the  sensibilities 
of  the  Oovemment.  I  do  not  want  to  gain 
&ny  triumph  over  the  Oovemment ;  and,  at  this 
period  of  the  session,  to  talk  about  a  change  of 
Government  would  bo  absurd.  If  the  Govern- 
ment want  to  take  credit  for  having  taken  no 
advice  throughout  the  session,  but  for  having 
acted  on  their  own  responsibility  right  through, 
I  do  not  grudge  them  that  consolation.  I  shall 
be  prepared  to  vote  for  these  reductions,  with- 
out proposing  them  myself,  if  some  other 
member  would  propose  them.  I  hope  the 
proposal  will  be  niade  in  the  shape  of  a 
£400,000  reduction;  and  if  honourable  mem- 
bers will  not  go  BO  far,  but  will  only  go  so  far 
as  a  quarter  of  a  million,  and  if  the  Govern- 
ment are  prepared  to  accept  that,  I  will  take 
that  as  the  next  best  thing.  But  I  think  the 
reduction  should  be  made  to  the  total  amount 
I  have  mentioned,  and  I  think  no  inconveni- 
ence whatever  will  arise  from  such  a  course 
being  adopted.  Sir,  I  shall  not  oppose  our  going 
into  Committee  on  this  Bill. 

Major  ATKINSON.  — I  will  just  point  ont 
that  the  real  difference  between  the  honour- 
able gentleman  and  the  Government  is  this : 
The  honourable  gentleman  wants  to  borrow  suf- 
ficient for  one  year,  and  to  trust  to  the  chapter 
of  accidents  for  what  may  turn  up  next  session. 
The  Oovemment,  on  the  other  hand,  ask  the 
Honse  for  authority  to  borrow  sufficient  to 
oatiy  on  the  necessary  works — with  great  re- 
dnotions — for  the  next  three  years.  That  is 
the  proposal  we  ask  the  House  to  adopt,  so  that 
by  the  end  of  that  time  our  public-works  ez- 
penditoM  shall   have  nearly  receded  to  the 


vanishing-point.  That  is  the  whole  difference 
between  the  Government  and  the  honourable 
gentleman.  No  doubt  it  is  shrewd  of  him  to 
recommend  that  the  loan  should  be  reduced, 
and  some  honourable  members  may  perhaps  be 
led  away  with  the  idea  of  getting  his  support  in 
trying  to  effect  reduction  for  their  purpose.  But 
the  Government  recommend  this  after  vei7 
careful  consideration,  and  they  have  based  aU 
their  estimates  on  this  proposal.  Those  esti- 
mates have  all  been  approved  by  the  House, 
except  the  one  with  regard  to  immigration ; 
and  I  would  remark  that  that  vote  being  struck 
out  has  been  a  matter  of  very  great  regret  to 
the  Oovemment,  because  we  propose  next 
session  to  submit  a  scheme  of  immigration 
which  will  require  for  its  carrying-out  a  little 
money — not  a  great  amount ;  and  we  shall  ask 
the  House  not  to  strike  all  reference  to  immi- 
gration out  of  this  Loan  Bill,  but  to  leave  the 
amount  for  immigration  blank,  so  as  to  deal 
with  it  next  session.  We  shall  then  propose  a 
scheme  of  immigration  which,  I  think,  will  be 
satisfactory  to  the  House — a  scheme  not  for 
the  immigration  of  labourers,  but  of  people 
such  as  we  greatly  require ;  and  I  think  it  will 
be  wise  of  the  House  to  leave  a  small  margin 
available  for  this  purpose.  The  Government 
went  very  carefully  into  the  matter  before 
proposing  this  Bill,  and  it  was  with  very  great 
regret  that  they  felt  compelled  to  propose  a  loan 
at  all.  But  their  scheme  is  a  complete  scheme, 
and  they  wish  to  have  this  to  go  upon,  to  give 
them  time  for  a  thorough  reorganization  and 
reduction  of  the  public  expenditure  out  of  the 
Consolidated  Fund ;  and  they  ask  the  House, 
at  the  same  time,  to  fix  definitely  the  amount 
of  loan-money  that  should  be  spent  during  the 
next  three  years.  I  do  not  propose  to  follow  the 
honourable  member  in  all  his  arguments ;  but 
he  has  told  us  that  there  are  certain  amounts 
which  must  be  raised  here.  He  is  quite 
right,  no  doubt.  He  says,  for  instance,  the  Oo- 
vemment will  raise  Sinking  Fund  debentures, 
which  is  quite  true.  Then,  he  says  there  are 
loans  to  local  bodies,  in  which  he  is  also  right ; 
but  I  do  not  know  what  he  meant  by  "  guaran- 
teed debentures,"  because  these  have  never 
been  taken  up  by  the  trust  funds,  as  far  as  I 
know,  except  that  for  a  short  time  some  of  them 
were  held  by  one  of  the  funds.  As  the  honour- 
able gentleman  knows,  they  are  usually  held 
to  secure  advances  of  money  from  the  London 
banks.  It  will  be  my  endeavour,  at  the  earliest 
possible  date,  to  provide  for  having  a  working 
balance  of  them  in  the  Post-Office  Savings- 
Bank,  so  as  to  provide  against  any  sudden  run. 
This,  I  think,  the  Post  Office  can  have  and 
ought  to  have.  I  think  there  ought  to  be,  say, 
£200,000  in  these  debentures  in  London,  so  aa 
to  be  able  at  any  moment  to  raise  money  on 
them  if  it  be  wanted  here  to  meet  a  sudden 
demand.  This  is  the  direction  in  which  I 
think  we  should  go,  and  it  is  in  this  direction 
that  I  shall  propose  we  should  go.  Then,  Sir, 
with  regard  to  school-buildings,  the  honourable 
gentleman  says  we  shall  have  to  raise  money 
for  that  purpose.  With  regard  to  the  Ten- 
forties,  as  they  are  called,  and  the  renewal 
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of  other  loans,  o{  course  they  will  be  exempted 
from  any  promise  not  to  go  on  the  London 
market  for  the  next  three  years,  and  the  Lon- 
don money-market  would  be  only  too  glad  to 
acoept  those  loans,  because  it  would  be  only  a 

fuestion  of  taking  up  a  loan  at  a  reduced  rate, 
hope,  therefore,  that  the  House  will  support 
the  Government  in  their  proposals. 

Sir  J.  VOGEL. — It  was  proposed  to  put  in 
the  Bill  a  provision  that  the  time  should  be 
extended.  Has  that  proposal  been  adopted  by 
the  Government  ? 

Major  ATKINSON.— I  have  never  adopted 
it,  and  the  honourable  gentleman  has  no  right 
to  suppose  that  I  should  adopt  it. 

Sir  J.  VOGEL.— Well,  Sir,  it  was  proposed 
by  one  of  those  honourable  gentlemen  who 
generally  move  these  things  for  the  Govern- 
ment. 

Major  ATKINSON.— Was  it?  I  was  not 
aware  of  that.  There  is  no  doubt  that  the 
honourable  gentleman  who  makes  the  propo- 
sition is  a  good  and  staunch  supporter  of  the 
Government,  but  I  was  not  aware  that  he  was 
in  the  habit  of  moving  these  things  for  the 
Government,  and  I  am  not  prepared  to  adopt 
this  proposal.  However,  I  do  not  want  to  fol- 
low uie  honourable  member  for  Christchurch 
North  in  the  extraordinary  line  of  argument 
he  has  used.  What  I  want  to  impress  upon 
the  House  is  this :  that  the  honourable  gentle- 
man's object  is  to  leave  the  borrowing-power 
of  the  colony  open,  and  to  take  only  sufficient 
to  carry  on  till  next  session  ;  whereas  we  desire 
to  extend  the  borrowing  over  three  years  in  a 
fixed  manner,  so  as  to  reach  the  vanishing- 
point.  I  ask  honourable  members  to  bear  that 
in  mind.  As  I  have  said,  the  Committee  the 
other  night  did  not  reduce  any  of  the  estimates 
of  the  Government  except  that  for  immigra- 
tion. I  have  already  stated  why  the  Government 
think  that  that  should  not  have  been  reduced  ; 
and  I  hope  the  amount  will  not  be  taken  out 
of  the  loan.  I  venture  to  think  it  will  be  not 
only  safe  and  prudent  but  an  act  of  wisdom  on 
our  part  if  we  fix  the  expenditure  for,  say,  three 
years.  I  wish  we  could  accept  the  longer  period 
proposed  by  the  honourable  member  for  Mana- 
watu,  but  I  think  if  we  fix  it  as  far  as  the  life 
of  this  Parliament  is  concerned  we  shall  have 
gone  as  far  as  is  prudent.  I  hope  the  House 
vrill  now  go  into  Committee  on  the  Bill,  and 
will  keep  the  schedule  just  as  it  is,  because  it 
is  ear-marked  in  every  way. 

Bill  oommitted. 

IN   COMMITTEE. 

Clause  3.— Tjoan  of  £1,000,000  authorised  to 
be  raised  for  certain  purposes. 

Mr.  \y.  P.  BEEVES  moved.  That  the  words 
"  one  million  "  be  omitted,  with  a  view  to  insert 
"  six  htmdred  thousand." 

The  Committee  divided  on  the  question, 
"  That  the  words  proposed  to  be  struck  out  be 
retained." 

AiEs,  86. 
Atkinson  Fergus  Grimmond 

Beetham  Fisher  Guinness 

Bruce  Graham  Hislop 

Major  Atkinion 


PeatBon  Thompson,  T. 

Pyka  Tumbnll 

Richardson,  Q.  Wafd 


Boss 

Seymour 

Smith 

S.-Menteath 

Taiwhangft 

Tanner 


Whyte 
Wilson 
Withy. 

TelUrt. 
Feldwick 
Fish. 


Steward,  W.  3. 
Stewart,  W.  D. 
Taylor 
Vogel 
Walker. 

TelUn. 


Jaokson 

Joyce 

Maoarthur 

Marchant 

MoKenzie,  J. 

Mitchelson 

Moat 

Newman 

O'Conor 

Peacock 

Noes,  25. 
Allen  Kelly 

Anderson  Lamach 

Barron  Mackenzie,  M. 

Blake  Mills 

Brown  O'Callaghan 

Buchanan  Parata 

Fitzherbert        Perceval 
Hodgkinson       Beeves,  B.  E.  J.  Hutchison 
Jones  Bichardson,  £.  Lanoe. 

Paibs. 
For.  Against. 

Carroll  Levestam 

Lawry  Fraser 

Mackenzie,  T.  Fitchett 

McGregor  Duncan 

Ormond.  Reeves,  W.  P. 

Majority  for,  II. 
Amendment  negatived,  and  words  retained. 
Mr.  MACABTHUB  moved  the  following  pro- 
viso :  "  Provided  that  no  new  loan  of  which  the 
principal  and  interest  are  payable  in  the  United 
Kingdom,  other  than  the  loan  authorised  by 
this  Act,  the  million  loan  authorised  by '  The 
North  Island  Main  Trunk  Railway  Loan  Act, 
1882,'  and  the  four  hundred  thousand  pounds 
authorised  to  be  borrowed  on  short-dated  de- 
bentures by  '  The  Public  Bevenues  Act,  1887,' 
shall  be  raised  by  the  General  Government  of 
New  Zealand  for  a  period  of  five  years  from 
the  first  day  of  January,  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  eighty-eight.  And  it  is  further 
enacted  that  the  aforesaid  provision  shall  be 
specifically  set  forth  in  every  prospectas, 
notice,  or  advertisement  inviting  tenders  or 
applications  for  any  of  the  above-mentioned 
loans." 
The  Committee  divided. 


Ayes,  11. 

Allen 

Monk 

Withv. 

Anderson 

S.-Menteath 

Teller*. 

Graham 

Taylor 

Barron 

Hodgkinson 

Wilson 
Noes,  40. 

Macarthur. 

Atkinson 

Hutchison 

Parata 

Beetham 

Izard 

Peacock 

Blake 

Jackson 

Pearson 

Brown 

Jones 

Bichardson,  E. 

Bruce 

Kerr 

Bichardson,  Q. 

Buchanan 

Lance 

Seymoor 

Feldwick 

Lawry 

Smith 

Fergus 

Marchant 

Taiwhanga 

Fisher 

McGregor 

Tanner 

Fitzherbert 

Mitchelson 

Ward. 

Fraser 

Moat 

Grimmond 

Nevrman 

Tellen. 

Guinness 

O'Callaghan 

FUh 

Hislop 

O'Conor 

Walker. 
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For. 
Mackenzie,  M. 
Mackenzie,  T. 
MoKenzie,  J. 
Reeves,  W.  P. 
TumbuU. 


Paibs. 


Against. 
Thompson,  T. 
HaU 
Mills 
Oimond 
Boss-. 


Majority  against,  39. 
Amendment  negatived,  and  clause  agreed  to. 
Solledule. 

Mr.  R.  H.  J.  REEVES  moved,  That  the 
item, "  Harbour  defences,  £130,000,"  be  reduced 
by  £20,000. 

The  Committee  divided    on   the    question, 
"  That  the  item  stand  as  printed." 
Aygb,  S9. 
Kelly  Richardson,  E. 

Lance  Richardson,  Q. 

Lawry  Seymour 

Macarthni         Steward,  W.  3. 


Mackenzie,  M.  S.-Menteath 
Mackenzie,  T.   Taipua 
McKenzie,  J.     Taiwhanga 


Mitchelson 

Moat 

Moss 

Newman 

Peacock 

Pearson 


Thompson,  T. 

Ward 

Withy. 

Tellers. 
Beetham 
Jackson. 


Atkinson 

Bruce 

Buchanan 

Carroll 

Dodson 

Feldwick 

Fergus 

Fisher 

Fish 

Fitzherbert 

Fraser 

Hislop 

Izard 

Jones 

Nobs,  82. 
Allen  Orimmond         Stewart,  W.  D. 

Anderson  Hutchison         Tanner 

Barron  Kerr  Taylor 

Blake  Levestam  Tumbull 

Brown  Marchant  Vogel 

Buxton  O'Callaghan      Walker 

Duncan  O'Conor  Whyte 

Fibchett  Parata  Wilson. 

Ooldie  Perceval  Tellers. 

Graham  Ross  Ouinness 

Grey  Samuel  Reeves,  B.H.J. 

Majority  for,  7. 

Item  retained  as  printed. 

Mr.  GUINNESS  moved,  That  the  item, 
"Helensville  northwards,  £25,000,"  be  struck 
out. 

The  Committee  divided  on  the  question, 
"That  the  item  proposed  to  be  omitted  be 
retained." 

Acts,  66. 
Atkinson  Grimmond         Peacock 

Barron  Hislop  Pearson 

Blake  Jackson  Perceval 

Brown  Jones  Pyke 

Bruce  Joyce  Beeves,  R.H.J. 

Buxton  Kerr  Richardson,  E. 

Carroll  Lance  Richardson,  G. 

Dodson  Lawry  Ross 

Feldwick  Levestam  Seddon 

Fergus  Macarthur         Seymour 

Fisher  Mitchelson        Smith 

Fish  Monk  Steward,  W.  J. 

Fraser  Moss  Stewart,  W.  D. 

Goldio  Newman  Taipua 

Graham  O'Conor  Tanner 

Orey  Parata  Thompson,  T. 


Tumbull 

Valentine 

Vogel 

Allen 

Anderson 

Beetham 

Buchanan 

Fitchett 

Fitzherbert 

Hutchison 


Walker 

Ward 

Whyte. 

Noes,  18. 
Izard 

Mackenzie,  M. 
Mackenzie,  T. 
McKenzie,  J. 
Mills 
0'Calls«han 


Tellers. 
Kelly 
Moat. 

Samuel 

Taylor 

Wilson. 

TeUers. 
Guinness 
Marchant. 


Majority  for,  88. 


Item  retained. 

Mr.  O'CALLAGHAN  moved.  That  the  item, 
"  Blenheim-Awatere,  £9,000,"  be  struck  out. 

The  Committee  divided  on  the  question, 
"  That  the  item  be  retained." 


Ayes,  81. 

Atkinson 

Joyce 

Richardson,  G. 

Beetham 

Tiance 

Ross 

Bruce 

Lawry 

Stewart,  W.  D, 

CarroU 

Macarthur 

Taiwhanga 

Dodson 

Mitchelson 

Thompson,  T. 

Feldwick 

Moat 

Valentine 

Fergus 

Monk 

Whyte. 

Fisher 

Newman 

Hislop 

Peacock 

Tellers. 

Jackson 

Pearson 

Sevmour 

Jones 

Pyke 

Noes,  35. 

S.-Menteath. 

Allen 

Graham 

McKenzie,  J. 

Anderson 

Grimmond 

Moss 

Barron 

Guinness 

O'Conor 

Blake 

Hodgkinson 

Perceval 

Brown 

Hutchison 

Reeves,  R.H.J, 

Buchanan 

Kelly 

Richardson,  E. 

Buxton 

Kerr 

Samuel 

Duncan 

Levestam 

Taylor 

PUh 

Loughrey 

Tumbull. 

Fitzherbert 

Mackenzie,  M 

TeUers. 

Fraser 

Mackenzie,  T. 

Fitchett 

Qoldie 

Marchant 

Seddon. 

Majority  against,  4. 
Item  struck  out. 
Bill  reported,  with  amendments. 

FISHERIES  CONSERVATION  BILL. 

This  Bill  was  read  a  first  time. 

On  the  motion,  That  the  Bill  be  now  read  a 
second  time. 

Sir  J.  VOGEL  asked  that  the  nature  of  the 
Bill  should  be  explained. 

Mr.  FISHER  said  it  was  a  matter  of  urgency. 
It  altered  the  amount  of  penalty  in  the  case  of 
those  found  engaged  in  illegal  sealing.  It  had 
come  to  the  knowledge  of  the  Government  that 
several  vessels  had  recently  been  fitted  out  for 
sealing  purposes,  and  were  about  to  act  in  con- 
travention of  the  law  ;  and  it  had  been  found 
that  the  present  penalties  to  prevent  illegal 
sealing  were  quite  insufficient,  and  this  Bill 
was  necessary. 

Mr.  W.  D.  STEWART  said,  apparently  the 
Bill  would  have  a  retrospective  effect.  These 
vessels  might  have  left  the  coast,  and  those 
engaged  on  them  might  not  find  out  the  change 
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till  too  late.  Should  tfaey  not  know  the  ohftnge 
in  the  law  ? 

Major  ATKINSON.— No ;  we  do  not  want 
them  to  know  till  we  catch  them. 

Mi.  W.  D.  STEWART  said  there  was  a 
forfeiture  clause  in  the  Bill— not  only  were 
very  severe  penalties  provided,  but  vessels 
found  illegally  catching  seals  were  forfeited  to 
Her  Majesty.  In  the  case  of  penal  legislation 
of  this  kind,  where  there  were  not  only  very 
serious  penalties,  but  forfeiture,  very  serious 
reasons  should  be  shown  before  the  Bill  was 
allowed  to  be  passed.  He  thought  no  sufficient 
reason  had  been  shown  that  the  matter  was 
one  of  emergency ;  and  a  little  more  debate 
should  take  place  on  the  question  than  there 
seemed  likely  to  be. 

Mr.  FISHEB  said  the  penalties  now  in- 
flicted had  been  found  quite  insufficient  to  act 
as  a  deterrent.  In  the  case  of  the  "  Awarua," 
recently,  fines  had  been  imposed,  but  they  were 
so  insignificant  in  amount  that  it  was  found 
profitable  to  break  the  law,  and  he  understood 
that,  in  spite  of  this  fine,  illegal  sealing  was 
now  about  to  be  engaged  in. 

Mr.  BRUCE  said  the  honourable  member 
for  Dunedin  West  might  recollect  that  during 
the  last  Parliament  some  honourable  members 
who  could  speak  with  authority  on  the  subject 
contended  that  the  present  laws  were  quite  in- 
snfficient  to  prevent  illegal  sealing.  The  late 
member  for  Port  Chalmers  (Mr.  Macandrow), 
for  instance,  was  strongly  of  opinion  that  the 
law  should  be  made  very  much  more  stringent, 
in  order  to  preserve  the  seal-fisheries.  He 
(Mr.  Bruce)  did  not  think  they  ought  to  take 
into  account  the  fact  that  those  on  the  two 
Tcssels  which  had  been  referred  to  which  had 
set  of!  on  an  illegal  sealing  cruise  might  find, 
if  caught,  that  the  law  had  been  altered.  At 
present  a  man  might  get,  say,  three  months' 
imprisonment  for  picking  pockets.  He  might 
proceed  to  pick  pockets,  assuming  that  that 
was  the  maximum  penalty  he  might  get ;  but 
would  he  deserve  any  sympathy  if  he  found, 
when  caught,  that  the  law  had  been  altered 
and  he  could  get  six  months'?  He  did  not 
think  the  Legislature  should  give  a  great 
amount  of  consideration  to  those  who  delibe- 
rately broke  the  law,  and  they  should  not  be 
allowed  to  plead  that  the  law  had  been  altered 
without  their  knowledge. 

Mr.  W.  D.  STEWART  had  no  wish  to  oppose 
the  Bill,  but  they  should  be  very  careful  in 
suddenly  altering  the  criminal  law  to  such  «bn 
extent  as  was  proposed. 

Mr.  B.  H.  J.  BEEVES  hoped  the  Bill  would 
pass.  It  was  so  necessary  that  it  should  be 
allowed  to  pass  without  a  word,  and  he  hoped 
that  it  would  have  the  efiect  it  ought  to  have. 

-Bill  read  a  second  and  a  third  time. 

PUBLIC  REVENUES  BILL. 
Major  ATKINSON  moved  the  second  read- 
ing of  this  Bill. 

Sir  J.  VOOEL. — Late  as  it  is  in  the  session, 

I  certainly  think  that  some  explanation  should 

have  been  given  of  this  measure.    However,  I 

understand  that,  although   power  is  given   to 

Mr.  W.  D.  Stewart 


appoint  agents  at  Home,  it  is  not  the  intention 
of  the  honooiable  gentleman  at  the  head  of  tha 
Oovemment  to  negotiate  these  deberatures  in 
England.  I  do  not  know  whether  the  honour- 
able gentleman  will  give  any  pledge ;  but  I 
understand  that  it  is  not  his  intention  to  do  lo. 
I  should  like  the  honourable  gentleman  to  ex- 
plain two  other  points  in  the  Bill.  As  it  ia 
drawn,  it  is  difficult  to  understand  whether  it 
is  the  intention  to  limit  the  amount  of  £400,000 
to  any  less  amount  that  might  be  proved  to  h» 
the  deficiency  of  the  year,  or  whether  it  is  in- 
tended to  take  this  amount  as  a  conjectural 
amount,  and  to  give  authority  to  raise  the  snm 
whether  the  deficiency  should  prove  to  be  this 
amount  or  not.  My  difficulty  is  increased  be- 
cause notice  has  been  placed  on  the  Order  Paper 
of  an  additional  clause  to  be  inserted  by  tiis 
honourable  member,  the  meaning  of  which 
clause  is  not  very  clear  to  me.  Before  I  pa>- 
ceed  to  remark  further,  I  do  not  think  I  aa 
asking  too  much  if  I  beg  of  the  honoorable 
member  to  explain  this  clause,  and  whether  he 
intends  to  limit  the  amount  to  the  deficiency, 
or  to  take  an  arbitrary  sum  of  £400,000. 

Major  ATKINSON.— I  propose  to  take  the 
arbitrary  sum  of  £400,000,  because  it  is  very 
difficult  to  estimate  the  amount  of  the  de- 
ficiency; but  I  should  propose  to  issue  the 
debentures  to  some  smaller  amount  if  this  is 
too  much.  I  do  not  wish  to  borrow  more ;  bat 
it  may  be  difficult  to  say  what  should  be  the 
amount,  because  I  may  want  to  raise  money 
before  the  actual  deficiency  is  known.  The 
honourable  gentleman  knows  the  necessity  of 
this  sometimes,  and  therefore  I  take  an  arbi- 
trary amount.  With  regard  to  the  new  claoae, 
I  may  remark  that  under  the  present  Public 
Revenues  Act  the  appropriations  of  the  Con- 
solidated Fund  are  extended  over  an  additional 
quarter,  up  to  J  une  ;  and  of  the  Public  Works 
Fund  only  the  balance  of  the  unexpended  vote* 
is  so  extended.  Up  to  a  year  or  two  ago  it  waa 
customary  to  vote  the  amount  proposed  to  be 
expended  in  the  current  year,  and  the  amonnt 
which  the  Oovemment  would  contract  for  warn 
treated  as  liabilities  at  the  end  of  the  year. 
and  taken  as  one  vote.  The  late  Minister  for 
Public  Works  changed  this  system,  and  added 
one  column  for  the  amount  proposed  to  be 
actually  spent  in  one  year,  and  then  he  took 
authority  to  let  contracts  to  an  amount  which 
was  indicated  in  a  second  column.  We  have 
followed  this  practice,  and  have  taken  io  the 
first  column  the  actual  expenditure  of  the 
year;  but  it  is  necessary  to  have  more  than 
this  in  order  to  continue  the  ezpenditore  to 
the  following  June.  That  is  the  sole  object  of 
this  clause. 

Sir  J.  VOOEL.  — Then,  I  understand  that 
this  new  clause  has  nothing  to  do  with  the  de- 
floiency  of  the  present  year. 

Major  ATKINSON.— Oh,  no." 

Sir  J.  VOOEL.— I  thought  it  right  to  refer  to 
the  matter,  because  it  appeared  to  give  powec 
to  the  Oovemment  to  include  in  the  deficiency 
of  the  present  year  the  liabilities  of  next  year, 
which,  by  the  law  as  it  stands,  come  into  the 
expenditure  of  the  next  year. 
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Major  ATEINSOK.— This  applies  only  to  the 
Public  Works  Fund. 

Sir  J.  VOGEL.  — I  thank  the  hononrahle 
gentleman.  As  regards  the  £400,000,  I  had 
intended  to  propose  an  amendment  in  Com- 
mittee limiting  the  power  of  borrowing  to  the 
exact  deficiency  of  the  year.  But,  since  the 
honourable  gentleman  adheres  to  his  fixed 
arbitrary  sum,  and  it  will  not  indicate  the 
exact  deficiency  of  the  year,  I  do  not  wish  to 
place  any  inconvenience  in  his  way.  It  is 
dearly  understood  that,  although  the  £400,000 
18  borrowed,  it  does  not  follow  that  there  is  a 
deficiency  to  that  amount. 

Dr.  NEWMAN.  — The  matter  of  these 
deficiency  bills  is  one  of  the  greatest  import- 
ance. I  do  not  think  the  Premier  has,  in  this 
Bill,  sufficiently  grappled  the  position.  The 
position  I  take  to  be  this :  that  it  is  the  grand 
aim  of  every  Treasurer,  when  he  finds  himself 
behindhand  in  his  revenue,  to  float  paper  in 
order  to  keep  himself  going.  Look  at  the  his- 
tory of  these  deficiency  bills  in  the  past,  and  let 
US  see  what  the  results  have  been.  Five  years 
ago  a  Treasurer  wiped  off  £1,800,000  of  these 
bills,and  then  we  stuted  over  again.  But  almost 
immediately  afterwaids  there  was  another  de- 
ficiency of  £150,000,  and  this  was,  as  ip.  the 
former  case,  wiped  oS  by  being  put  into  the 
funded  debt  of  the  colony  ;  and  now,  again,  we 
have  to  find  another  £400,000,  which  makes  a 
total  of  some  £2,400,000  of  deficiency  bills — in 
other  words,  of  the  money  this  country  wa.8 
behindhand  in  its  revenue.  The  House  should 
look  at  this  matter  with  the  gravest  concern. 
I  know  what  these  deficiency  bills  are  in  Eng- 
land ;  and  I  believe  that  here  they  bear  about 
the  same  proportion  to  our  consolidated  re- 
yenue  as  the  deficiency  bills  in  England  do. 
This  fact  remains :  that,  after  being  free  five 
years  ago,  we  have  £950,000  of  deficiency,  in 
addition  to  the  fact  that  we  have  funded 
£160,000:  in  fact,  there  is  a  deficiency  in  re- 
venne  of  nearly  £1,100,000.  It  will  be  said,  no 
doubt,  that  these  deficiency  bills  are  usually 
given  to  meet  large  payments  of  interest  as 
they  become  due  ;  but  the  whole  history  of  the 
colony  shows  that  sooner  or  later  they  will  be- 
come funded. 

Major  ATKINSON.— The  honourable  gentle- 
man is  altogether  wrong. 

Dr.  NEWMAN. — The  honourable  gentleman 
had  £1,800,000  of  deficiency  five  years  ago, 
£150,000  afterwards,  and  now  there  is  £400,000 
to-day. 

Major  ATKINSON.— The  proportion  of  de- 
ficiency bills  funded  is  a  very  small  fraction  of 

Dr.NEWMAN.— Although  we  started  a  fresh 
career  when  those  deficiency  bills  were  wiped 
off,  we  have  since  gone  on  adding  to  the  number 
issued.  Our  power  of  issuing  them  will  be  ex- 
hausted in  a  few  years,  and  then  we  shall  fund 
what  we  have  issued  and  commence  again. 
This  simply  means  that  this  colony  is  out- 
running its  revenue  by  so  much ;  and  that  is  an 
entirely  unjustifiable  condition  of  finance.  I 
think  we  should  live  more  within  our  means, 
and,  instead  of  having  £900,000  of  deficiency 


bills,  surely  it  would  be  quite  sufficient  if  wa 
had  £600,000  issued  at  one  time.  At  one  time 
we  had  only  £600,000 ;  and  a  year  or  two  ago 
it  was  proposed  to  add  £200,000  more.  I  then 
thought  that  that  ought  to  be  vigorously 
protested  against,  and  it  was  my  intention, 
if  I  had  seen  I  had  any  chance  of  carrying 
it  —  which  I  found  on  canvassing  honourable 
members  I  had  not — to  move  an  amendment 
refusing  to  increase  the  limit  within  which 
those  bills  might  be  issued.  But,  now,  here  we 
are  authorising  the  issue  of  £400,000  more. 
We  are  asked  to  increase  the  limit  by  £200,000; 
and  I  ask  the  Premier  if  he  cannot  do  with 
£700,000.  If  we  do  not  check  this  kind  of 
financing  the  result  will  be  this :  that  the  mo- 
ment there  is  a  strain  upon  our  resources  wa 
shall  fund  the  whole  of  these  deficiency  bills, 
and  then  start  on  a  fresh  course  of  issuing 
more  bills.  I  do  not  think  that  the  Treasurer 
should  countenance  this  policy.  If  we  are 
overrunning  our  revenue  we  ought  to  increase 
our  taxation  and  meJce  the  people  realise  that 
they  are  living  beyond  their  means,  instead  of 
issuing  this  enormous  amount  of  deficiency 
bills,  and  from  time  to  time  greatly  adding  to 
the  funded  debt  of  the  colony.  For  this  reason 
I  hope  the  Treasurer  will  accept  my  suggestion 
to  reduce  the  amount  of  deficiency  bills  issu- 
able to  £700,000. 

Major  ATKINSON.— Of  course  it  would  be 
quite  eaSy  to  do  that  and  to  abolish  all  Treasury 
bills;  but  it  would  come  to  this:  that  we 
should  have  to  put  on  taxation  to  the  extent  of 
a  million.  I  do  not  know  whether  the  honour- 
able gentleman  is  prepared  to  advocate  that 
instead  of  the  issue  of  Treasury  bills.  It  ig 
probably  known  to  the  House  that  the  English 
Government  is  always  a  quarter  behind  in  its 
revenue :  and  we  are  also,  to  a  considerable 
extent,  behind  in  our  revenue,  and  we  must,  as 
they  do  in  England,  find  means  of  anticipating 
our  revenue  or  put  on  taxation  to  an  enormous 
and  unnecessary  extent.  It  is  impossible  to 
abolish  the  issue  of  Treasury  bills  unless  we  are 
going  to  increase  taxation. 

Dr.  NEWMAN. — I  do  not  propose  to  abolish 
them  all  at  once. 

Major  ATKINSON.— Well,  the  argument  will 
apply  to  the  extent  that  the  honourable  gentle- 
man wishes  to  abolish  the  issue  of  Treasury 
bills.  He  wants  us  to  go  back  to  the  old  days ; 
but  he  forgets  that  in  the  old  days  we  had  no 
interest  to  pay.  The  honourable  gentleman 
has  never  considered  the  matter  at  all,  or  he 
would  never  have  made  the  speech  that  he  has 
made  to-night.  Why,  the  English  Government 
have  authority  to  anticipate  the  whole  of  their 
revenue,  and  veiy  frequently  take  advantage  of 
their  authority  to  a  very  large  extent.  We  have 
never  asked  for  authority  to  anticipate  mora 
than  a  quarter  of  our  revenue.  Let  us  take  the 
position  of  the  Consolidated  Fund  on  the  81st 
of  March.  Let  us  assume  that  our  finance  has 
been  perfectly  sound,  and  that  on  the  31st 
of  March  all  payments  due  within  that  year 
have  been  met,  and  that  all  revenue  due  up 
to  that  date  has  been  received  at  the  Treasury. 
Supposing   that    out    finance    is    absolutely 
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Bonnd  on  the  Slst  Maxch,  and  that  we  com- 
mence the  new  year  with  a  clear  balanoe- 
eheet,  what  happens  7  We  have,  during  the 
month  of  April,  to  pay  out  £600,000  {or  inter- 
est. Where  is  that  money  to  come  from  ?  It 
is  quite  clear  that  it  can  only  be  obteuned  by 
anticipating  the  revenue;  therefore  we  must 
have  authority  to  issue  sufficient  Treasury  bills 
to  raise  money  to  meet  that  amount.  When  we 
get  a  little  further  into  the  year— in  October — 
the  revenue  baa  nearly  recovered  itself;  but 
then  we  have  to  pay  out  another  £600,000  of 
interest,  besides  having  had  to  meet  demands 
for  interest  during  the  current  half-year  in  odd 
amounts  totalling  up  something  like  £300,000. 
Where  is  that  money  to  come  from  unless  we 
are  able,  when  the  pressure  comes,  to  issue 
Treasury  bills  7  When  the  honourable  gentle- 
man refers  to  the  amount  we  used  to  issue  in 
deficiency  bills  in  past  ^ears  he  fails  to  recol- 
lect that  the  whole  position  of  the  finance  is 
entirely  changed,  for  the  reasons  I  have  stated. 
The  Treasury  bills  must  be  in  proportion  to  the 
interest  that  wa  have  to  pay,  and  must  enable 
us  to  anticipate  revenue  in  order  to  meet  in- 
terest pajmients  on  particular  dates.  Since  we 
have  consolidated  our  debts  we  have  had  to 
pay  most  of  our  interest  in  April  and  October. 
In  April  we  have  received  no  revenue  at  all 
towards  meeting  that  interest,  because  we  are 
obliged  to  remit  the  money  Home  some  six 
weeks  before  that,  and  we  must  have  Treasury 
bills  to  enable  us  to  do  it.  We  are  also  thrown 
out  by  the  revenue  coming  in  unequally.  We 
do  not  ordinarily  collect  the  property-tax,  for 
instance,  until  the  second  half  of  the  year ;  and 
where  are  we  to  get  the  money  to  meet  our 
liabilities  which  we  look  to  the  property-tax  to 
discharge  7  I  say,  having  considerable  experi- 
ence, that  it  is  quite  impossible  that  we  can 
carry  on  safely  unless  we  have  authority  ex- 
tending over  deficiency  bills  to  the  amount  of 
£900,000.  At  present  we  have  power  to  issue 
Buch  bills  to  the  value  of  £1,045,000;  but  we 
propose  to  reduce  that  to  £900,000  by  this 
Bill,  which  I  consider  to  be  the  lowest  limit 

gossible.  But  the  distinction  between  de- 
ciency  bills  for  this  purpose — for  anticipating 
revenue — and  deficiency  bills  for  covering  de- 
ficits on  the  operations  of  the  year  is  as  great 
as  the  difference  between  light  and  dark.  The 
honourable  gentleman  is  mixing  up  deficits 
with  the  very  necessary  and  proper  operations, 
which  are  entirely  independent  of  deficits,  on 
the  ordinary  transactions  of  the  year.  The 
honourable  gentleman  has  failed  to  give  the 
matter  any  attention,  and  he  has  fallen  into 
the  error  of  confounding  the  practice  of  tem- 
porarily issuing  deficiency  bills  in  order  to  pay 
mterest  with  the  deficits  that  may  occur  at  the 
end  of  the  year.  But  the  two  cases  are  entirely 
and  absolutely  distinct.  As  to  the  funding  of 
deficiency  bills  to  which  the  honourable  gentle- 
man has  alluded,  if  he  hod  really  looked  into 
the  matter  he  would  have  seen  at  once  that 
this  great  sum  which  was  funded  by  myself  in 
1881— £1,800,000— was  partlv  an  accumulation 
of  £800,000  of  deficiency  bills  which  had  been 
issaed  in  aid  of  the  provinces.  They  were 
Me^or  Aikinton 


really  to  cover  provincial  liability  which  had 
accrued  from  time  to  time  as  we  were  wind- 
ing up  the  provinces,  and  had  to  be  met,  and 
they  were  necessarily  added  to  the  debt  of  the 
colony.  As  to  the  other  million,  that  unques- 
tionably was  a  deficit ;  and  it  arose  from  the 
failure  of  the  Land  Fund  to  meet  expectations. 
The  honourable  gentleman  will  no  doubt  re- 
collect that  the  Land  Fund  had  been  relied 
upon  to  an  enormous  extent'in  the  years  1878 
and  1879 ;  but  the  estimates  proved  delnsivie. 
A  deficiency  occurred,  and  it  was  necessary,  in 
the  opinion  of  Parliament,  to  odd  that  deficiency  ! 
to  the  funded  debt.  If  we  had  not  added  it  to 
the  debt  we  should  have  had  to  put  on  taxa- 
tion, and  that  was  impossible.  When  we  came 
into  office  at  that  time  we  did  put  on  taxa- 
tion to  a  considerable  extent ;  but  it  was  quite 
impossible  to  meet  that  million  by  extra  taxa- 
tion. It  was  felt  desirable  to  fund  it,  and  the 
House  authorised  that  to  be  done.  I  am  quite 
willing  to  go  a  long  way  with  the  honourable 
gentleman  if  he  desires  to  put  on  taxation  to 
cover  deficiencies ;  but,  if  we  are  to  do  with- 
out deficiency  bills  at  all,  then  we  must — ^un- 
necessarily, as  I  think — increase  the  revenue  by 
something  like  one-fourth  ;  and,  if  he  will  go  to 
his  constituents  and  tell  them  that  he  proposes 
to  do  that,  then  it  will  be  quite  time  enon^  fot 
him  to  come  and  talk  to  us  about  doing  away 
with  deficiency  bills  altogether,  and  to  give 
us  a  lecture  such  as  he  has  given  us  to-night. 
I  think  the  limit  proposed  is  a  most  reasonable 
one,  and,  as  I  have  said,  I  have  taken  £400,000 
as  an  arbitrary  amount,  because  I  think  that 
that  will  not  leave  us  more  than  a  fair  margin. 
If  he  is  prepared  to  recommend  that,  instead  of 
taking  power  to  issue  deficiency  bills,  we  should 
put  on  taxation  for  £400,000  to  meet  contin- 
gencies to  the  amount  provided  for,  it  will  be 
very  well  for  him  to  talk  to  us  as  he  has  talked. 
I  agree  that  we  should  make  our  expenditure 
come  within  our  revenue:  that  is  what  the 
Government  are  doing;  but  that  has  nothing 
whatever  to  do  with  the  question  that  the 
honourable  gentleman  has  raised,  because,  for 
the  reasons  I  have  stated,  we  must  continue  to 
issue  deficiency  bills  in  anticipation  of  re- 
venue ;  and  so  long  as  the  year's  revenue  is 
sufficient  to  meet  its  engagements,  and  wipe 
off  its  deficiency  bills  from  time  to  time,  thne 
is  no  reason  to  complain  of  what  is  a  very 
proper  and  very  convenient  transaction  in  con- 
nection with  our  finances. 

Bill  committed. 

nr  comnxTKB. 

Mr.  MOSS  moved  the  insertion  of  a  new 
clause  providing  that  the  appropriation  be  con- 
tinued for  one  month  instead  of  two  months 
after  the  expiration  of  the  financial  year. 

The  Conunittee  divided. 
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Moat 
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Monk 

Thompson,  T. 

O'Conor 

Vogel 

Peacock 

Whyte. 

Pearson 
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Hislop 
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Lawiy  Biohaidson,  E.  Buchanan 

Levestam  Biohardson,  Or.  Wilson. 

Majority  against,  28. 

Amendment  negatived. 

Bill  reported,  and  read  a  third  time. 

MEDIiAND  BAILWAY  CONTBAOT  BILL. 

Major  ATKINSON. — I  propose  to  move  reso- 
lutions on  this  suhject,  and  then  to  ask  the 
House  to  deal  with  the  Bill.  As  I  indicated  to 
the  House  some  few  days  ago,  the  Government 
have  been  in  communioation  with  the  agents 
of  the  company,  and  have  been  informed  thtit 
the  company  accept  all  the  proposals  which 
the  House  had  made  in  its  resolution  based 
on  the  report  of  the  Committee,  except  that 
there  is  a  difficulty  with  regard  to  the  running- 
powers.  Had  the  House  not  been  in  session  it 
would  have  been  within  the  discretion  of  the 
Government  to  settle  this  matter ;  but,  as  the 
House  is  in  session,  we  thought  it  desirable  to 
apply  to  the  House  again.  I  therefore  sub- 
mit alternative  proposals.  The  first  is  that 
the  Government  uiould  undertake  the  working 
of  the  four  sections  which  are  described  in  the 
resolution,  giving  to  the  company  40  per  cent, 
of  the  gross  proceeds.  Now,  it  is  possible,  in 
working  the  lines  upon  these  terms,  there  will 
be  a  small  loss.  It  may  amount  to  £1,000  or 
£1,800  a  year.  It  is  proposed,  as  honourable 
gentlemen  see,  not  to  bind  the  Government  to 
work  these  sections  for  more  than  five  years. 
The  company  have  also  informed  us  that  it 
is  not  at  all  likely  that  they  wUl  want  ns  to 
wod:  ttte  sections  on  the  West  Coast,  but 
that  we  shall  be  asked  to  work  simply  those 
at  the  Nelson  and  Ghristohuroh  ends,  which 
adjoin  oui  lines,  and  may  be  worked  at  small 
expense.  The  sjtemative  is,  that  the  company 
may  begin  the  line  where  they  choose,  the  Go- 
vernment not  undertaking  any  working  at  all. 
Honourable  gentlemen  will  find  set  out  on  the 
Order  Paper  the  alternative  proposals.  The 
Government  will  recommend  the  first  course. 
It  will  be  for  the  House  to  determine  which  of 
these  two  courses  it  will  follow.  As  I  say, 
after  careful  consideration  the  Government 
recommend  the  first ;  but  some  honourable 
gentlemen  may  differ  on  the  subject,  and 
therefore  the  Government  will  accept  which- 
ever the  House  desires.  In  the  meantime,  I 
propose  to  move  the  first  series  of  resolutions 
which  appear  on  the  Order  Paper. 

Motion  made,  and  question  proposed, — "  (1.) 
That  the  Government  be  authorised  to  work 
the  several  sections  of  the  Midland  Beulway 
hereinafter  described :  (a)  A  section  from  Bel- 
grore  southwards,  to  cost  £60,000 ;  length,  say, 
six  or  seven  miles :  (6)  a  section  from  Spring- 
field towards  the  west,  to  cost  £60,000 ;  length, 


say,  five  miles :  (c)  a  section  from  Brunner- 
ton  towards  the  east,  say,  nine  miles :  and 
(i)  a  section  from  Brunnerton  to  Ahanra, 
say,  twelve  miles. 

"  (2.)  The  Government  to  be  called  upon 
only  to  run  such  number  of  trains  as  they  may 
consider  necessary  for  the  requirements  of 
traffic. 

"  (S.)  The  Government  to  maintain  only  tho 
rails,  sleepers,  and  ballast ;  not  the  formation- 
works  or  bridges.  The  company  to  remove  all 
large  slips,  and  to  make  good  any  damage 
which  arises  from  floods  or  other  accidents  to 
the  permanent-way  or  works. 

"  (4.)  The  Government  to  pay  to  the  com- 
pany 40  per  cent,  of  the  gross  receipts  derived 
from  the  working  of  the  sections  of  railway 
above  mentioned. 

"  (5.)  If  more  rolling-stock  than  the  Govern- 
ment has  at  present  on  the  Nelson  and  Grey- 
mouth  lines  be  requisite  to  work  the  company's 
sections  at  those  places,  the  company  shall 
either  provide  the  additional  rolling-stock  re- 
quired at  their  own  cost,  the  Government 
keeping  it  in  repair,  or  shall  pay  the  Govern- 
ment the  interest  on  the  cost  of  providing  such 
additional  rolling-stock  as  may  be  required. 

"  (6.)  The  arrangement  for  working  traffic 
on  this  basis  to  be  for  not  more  than  five  years 
from  date  of  new  contract,  after  which,  if 
traffic  is  to  be  continued  by  the  Government, 
the  arrangement  to  be  on  the  basis  of  similar 
arrangements  hitherto  made  with  other  pri- 
vate companies. 

"  (7.)  Beyond  the  four  sections  hereinabove 
referred  to,  the  company  may  make  extensions 
when  and  how  it  pleases,  but  shall  not  be 
obliged  to  work  fmy  such  extension  until  it  is 
ready  to  do  so ;  and,  if  the  Government  wishes 
to  work  any  such  extension,  it  is  to  do  so  on 
the  same  terms  as  hereinabove  set  forth  for 
the  four  sections  therein  referred  to. 

"(8.)  The  company  will  construct  any  par- 
ticular section  which  the  Government  may 
desire  if  the  Government  agree  to  work  it  on 
the  basis  above  sat  forth. 

"  (9.)  The  working  or  non-working  of  any 
section  of  the  railway  is  not  to  affect  the  earn- 
ing of  laud-grants  by  the  company  in  respect 
of  such  sections."-— (Ifc^'or  Atkinson.) 

Mr.  W.  D.  STEWART.—  I  understand  from 
the  Premier  that  the  company  agreed  to  the 
promises  embodied  in  the  draft  contract,  which 
was  approved  of  by  this  House  and  the  other 
branch  of  the  Legislature.  The  resolution 
which  we  are  now  asked  to  agree  to  has  only 
been  in  our  hands  a  few  minutes,  and  I  have 
not  had  an  opportunity  of  considering  the 
precise  efiect  or  the  bearing  which  the  resolu- 
tion would  have  upon  the  contract  between  the 
company  and  the  colony.  But  there  is  little 
doubt  that  the  resolution  foreshadows  this  fact : 
that  the  company  will  ultimately  force  the 
colony  to  take  over  the  railways  entirely  at  an 
early  date.  It  is  only  a  step  in  that  direc- 
tion, but  it  is  a  very  bold  step,  and  vrhether  the 
Government  contemplate  that  or  not  I  oannot 
say. 

Major  ATKINSON.— No,  they  do  not  at  all. 
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This  only  lefeis  to  the  proposal  in  the  dnft 
contract. 

Mr.  W.  D.  STEWART.— It  is  contemplated 
that  the  colony  shall  mn  the  lines. 

Major  ATKINSON.— Only  these  small  sec- 
tions which  we  compel  them  to  make. 

Mr.  W.  D.  STEWABT.— You  ask  authority 
to  work  the  lines. 

Major  ATKINSON.— Only  those  small  sec- 
tions adjoining  our  own  lines.  We  are  not 
compelled  to  work  any  more  at  all. 

Mr.  W.  D.  STEWABT.  — I  beUeve  if  you 
work  part  you  will  wind  up  by  working  the 
whole.  Then,  for  instance,  I  may  direct  the 
Premier's  attention  to  these  words  :  "  The  com- 
pany to  remove  all  the  large  slips."  Well,  it 
is  rather  difficult  to  define  what  distinguishes 
largo  slips  from  small  ones.  I  do  not  know 
where  the  dividing-line  can  be  drawn.  I  do 
not  know  that  there  is  a  legal  definition,  or 
that  there  is  any  distinction. 

Major  ATKINSON.— I  shall  be  happy  to  fill 
in  a  word  to  define  that. 

Mr.  W.  D.  STEWART.  — It  says,  further, 
that  the  arrangement  is  to  be  on  the  basis  of  a 
similar  arrangement  hitherto  made  with  other 
private  companies  :  does  that  mean  private 
companies  here  or  in  England  7 

Major  ATKINSON.— We  have  not  worked 
any  in  England. 

Mr.  W.  D.  STEWART.— Probably  we  shall, 
however,  one  day  if  we  go  on  like  this — we  do 
not  seem  to  stick  at  anything.  I  understtmd 
that  it  means  other  private  companies  in  the 
colony.  Of  course  I  do  not  exactly  know  what 
is  meant  by  a  private  company  unless  it  be  a 
district-railway  company.  This  measure,  no 
doubt,  has  been  carefully  considered  by  the 
Government.  It  is  not  competent  for  a  private 
member  on  the  spur  of  the  moment  to  say  what 
is  really  the  precise  bent  of  these  proposals :  so 
that  the  Government  must  take  the  responsi- 
bility. 

Major  ATKINSON.— These  proposals  have 
been  drawn  up  by  the  Public  Works  Depart- 
ment, and  I  suppose  they  are  right. 

Mr.  W.  D.  STEWART.— The  Premier  pointed 
out  that  the  Government  was  to  pay  the  com- 
pany 40  per  cent,  of  the  gross  receipts.  Assum- 
ing that  60  per  cent,  was  the  cost  of  working, 
the  colony  would  have  to  bear  the  loss. 

Major  ATKINSON.- That  is  so. 

Sir  J.  VOGEL. — I  understand  the  honour- 
able gentleman  to  move  the  first  resolutions, 
not  the  alternative  one. 

Major  ATKINSON.— Yes. 

Sir  J.  VOGEL. — I  may  say  I  shonld  certainly 
object  to  the  alternative  one.  As  regards  the 
first  resolutions,  I  tbink  they  are  tolerably  fair, 
and  that  the  company  may  be  submittmg  to 
some  sacrifice  in  making  the  proposed  com- 
mencement at  the  different  ends.  There  is 
only  one  point  I  wish  to  draw  the  honourable 
gentleman's  attention  to.  I  presume  that  the 
exact  points  will  not  be  incorporated  in  the 
contract. 

Major  ATKINSON.— No. 

Sir  J.  VOGEL.— And  therefore  I  would  just 
Major  Atkinson  * 


ask  the  honourable  gentleman  to  make  a  note 
of  this  point.    Clause  (7)  says, — 

"Beyond  the  four  sections  hereinabove  m- 
ferred  to,  the  company  may  make  extensions 
when  and  how  it  pleases,  but  shall  not  be 
obliged  to  work  any  such  extension  until  it  is 
ready  to  do  so ;  and,  if  the  Government  wishes 
to  work  any  such  extension,  it  is  to  do  so  on 
the  same  terms  as  hereinabove  set  forth,  for  the 
four  sections  therein  referred  to." 

Now,  Sir,  these  words  supersede  the  provi- 
sions of  the  contract  which  force  the  company 
within  a  certain  time  to  complete  the  line.  I 
think  the  words  should  be  put  in,  "  save  as  to 
the  conditions  of  the  contract  as  to  the  com- 
pletion of  the  railway." 

Major  ATKINSON.— Yes. 

Mr.  HISLOP. — We  propose  an  amendment 
to  make  it  read  in  this  way : — 

"Beyond  the  four  sections  hereinbefore  re- 
ferred to,  the  company  may  make  further  ex- 
tensions of  each  of  such  sections,  but  subject 
to  their  obligations  to  carry  on  and  to  finish 
the  works  as  heretofore  provided  for,  though 
they  may  carry  on  the  works  when  and  how 
they  please." 

Sir  J.  VOGEL.— That  meets  the  point. 

Mr.  PEACOCK.— May  I  ask  on  what  baeis  it 
is  calculated  that  we  shall  lose  not  more  than 
£800  or  £1,000  ?  How  is  the  calculation  made 
that  we  shall  not  lose  a  larger  sum  than  the 
one  mentioned  ? 

Mr.  HUTCHISON.— I  would  suggest  to  the 
Premier  a  verbal  alteration  in  the  last  para- 
graph of  clause  2  of  the  contract  as  it  came 
from  the  Upper  House,  whore  these  words  oc- 
cur :  "  Nouiing  herein  contained  shall  a£Fect 
the  rights  of  the  Queen  to  resume  any  lands 
selected  by  the  company  pursuant  to  'The 
Mining  Act,  1886.' "  The  Mining  Act  of  1886 
does  not  apply  to  land  selected  at  all,  but  only 
applies  to  land  alienated  by  sale  or  lease.  So 
I  would  move  that  "pursuant  to"  be  altered 
to  "  save  where  the  same  has  been  sold  under 
'  The  Mining  Act,  1886.' " 

Major  ATKINSON. — We  caimot  amend  that 
now ;  but  if  the  honourable  gentleman  will 
kindly  give  me  the  amendment  we  will  get  it 
inserted  in  the  contract. 

Mr.  HUTCHISON.— The  very  words  might 
be  important,  as  preserving  the  rights  of  the 
Crown  under  the  Mining  Act. 

Major  ATKINSON.  — WiU  the  honourable 
gentleman  kindly  make  a  minute  of  that  and 
let  me  have  it  ?  and  I  will  put  it  in  the  con- 
tract. 

Mr.  WILSON.— Will  the  Premier  say  which 
of  the  two  alternative  proposals  the  company 
themselves  wish  ? 

Major  ATKINSON.— The  company  have  in- 
timated that  they  agree  to  the  first,  but  pro- 
bably not  to  the  second,  so  far  as  the  agents 
here  know. 

Mr.  BOSS.  —  I  would  ask,  what  object  has 
the  Government  in  relieving  the  company  from 
their  obligations  with  regard  to  the  working  of 
these  lines,  especially  when,  according  to  the 
statement  of  the  Premier,  we  shall  do  so  at  a 
certain  loss?    We  have  given  the  company 
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large  oonoessions  to  constraot  the  linea,  and 
now  it  appears  that  -we  aie  going  to  work  them 
at  the  cost  of  the  oountiy. 

Mr.  PEECEVAL.— I  think  the  honourable 
member  does  not  quite  understand  it.  If  he 
will  recollect,  in  the  contract  we  bound  the 
company  to  commence  at  Springfield,  Bel- 
grove,  and  Brunnerton.  That  undoubtedly  puts 
the  company  at  some  disadvantage,  because 
they  make  pieces  of  the  railway  which  they 
«annot  work  advantageously,  and  have  to  dis- 
tribute their  plant  to  construct  those  lines. 
Well,  in  the  contract  there  was  a  clause  that 
the  Governor  might  enter  into  a  contract  with 
leference  to  the  running-power  on  such  terms 
as  the  company  and  the  colony  might  agree  to. 
These  resolutions  now  set  out  in  detail  the 
terms  of  this  running-power.  That  really  is 
the  position.  Instead  of  leaving  it  as  it  is  in 
the  contract,  these  resolutions  now  set  out  the 
terms  upon  which  the  company  and  the  colony 
ahall  work  these  lines. 

Kr.  BOSS. — I  quite  understand  that,  but 
not  why  we  should  make  such  terms  as  will 
entail  upon  the  colony  a  certain  loss  in  the 
working  of  the  lines. 

Mr.  LEVESTAM.— The  honourable  member 
lor  Boslyn  asks,  first,  why  we  should  relieve  the 
company  of  such  an  obligation.  The  company 
have  entered  into  no  obligation  of  the  kind. 
They  have  entered  into  no  obligation  to  com- 
mence at  three  ends  at  once,  and  we  ask  them 
to  do  that,  and  they  will  consent  to  do  it  on 
condition  that  we  undertake  to  do  a  certain 
thing.  My  honourable  friend  asks  why  we 
should  entail  a  certain  loss  upon  the  colony. 
It  is  not  a  certain  loss,  but  a  possible  loss.  I 
do  not  know  that  it  is  a  probable  loss,  because 
there  are  twenty  miles  to  be  run,  which  would 
entail  no  further  erpense  to  the  colony  except 
for  a  little  fuel.  The  same  rolling-stock  and 
men  would  do. 

An  Hon.  Mhubzii. — We  have  to  maintain 
the  rails. 

Mr.  LEVESTAM.— Yes ;  but  my  honourable 
friend  must  know  that  if  yon  have  an  empty 
train  running  the  wear-and-tear  will  be  very 
light,  and  within  the  term  of  three  years  with- 
in which  we  undertake  to  work  the  line  it  would 
be  inappreciable ;  and,  then,  we  gain  the  em- 
ployment of  working-men  in  all  those  centres. 

Sir  J.  VOGEL.— I  would  point  out  to  the 
honourable  gentleman  that  this  is  not  a  thing 
to  be  decided  upon  at  five  minutes'  notice.  I 
think  we  should  pass  the  resolutions  as  they 
(Stand,  leaving  the  Government  to  see  after- 
wards to  the  proper  wording  of  the  contract.  I 
do  not  think  the  sjnendment  of  the  honourable 
ffentleman  is  altogether  safe.  He  speaks,  for 
mstanoe,  of  "  the  works  as  heretofore  provided 
for."  It  should  be  "  the  works  provided  in  the 
contract,"  for  this  may  not  be  the  last  clause  of 
the  contract.  And  then  the  words  "how  they 
please  "  is  a  very  wide  phrase.  It  may  mean 
trailer  works,  steeper  gradients,  or  worse  curves. 
I  am  content  to  pass  the  resolutions  as  they  are 
printed,  leaving  the  Government  to  see  that 
they  ate  put  in  proper  shape. 


Mr.  Hislop's  amendment,  by  leave,  with- 
drawn. 

Motion,  "  That  these  resolutions  be  read  as 
part  of  the  draft  contract  brought  up  with  the 
report  of  the  Committee,"  agre^  to. 

Bill  introduced,  and  read  a  first,  a  second, 
and  a  third  time. 

The  House  adjourned  at  fifteen  minutes  past 
two  o'clock  a.m. 


LEGISLATIVE  COUNCIL. 
Thursday,  aUnd  December,  1887. 


First  Beadlngs— Second  Readings— Third  Beading»— 
Midland  Bailway  Contract  Bill— Oovemment 
BailwavB  Bill— Property-tax  Bill— Australasian 
Naval  Defence  Bill. 


The  Hon.  the  Speaebb  took  the  ohair  at 
eleven  o'clock  a.m. 

PSAYEBS. 

FIRST  READINGS. 
Public  Works  Appropriation  Bill,  Appropria- 
tion Bill,  Public  Revenues  Bill,  Loan  Bill. 

SECOND  READINGS. 
Public  Works  Appropriation  Bill,  Appropria- 
tion Bill,  Public  Revenues  Bill,  Loan  Bill. 

THIRD  READINGS. 
Public  Works  Appropriation  Bill,  Appropria- 
tion Bill,  Public  Revenues  Bill,  Loan  Bill. 

MIDLAND  RAILWAY  CONTRACT  BILL. 

This  Bill  was  read  the  first  time. 

On  the  motion.  That  the  Bill  be  read  the 
second  time  presentlv. 

The  Hon.  SirF.  WHIT AKER  said,— Probably 
it  will  be  convenient  for  the  Council  if  I  state 
what  course  I  propose  to  pursue  in  reference 
to  the  different  Bills  which  have  been  brought 
down  and  which  have  only  just  been  dis- 
tributed. The  Council  having  read  those 
Bills  a  first  time,  I  propose  that  the  second 
reading  should  be  taken  at  half-past  two 
o'clock  to-day.  That  will  give  honourable 
members  plenty  of  time  to  read  the  Bills. 
In  regard  to  the  Midland  Railway  Bill,  the 
object  will,  I  apprehend,  be  only  to  see  that 
the  Bill  is  in  accordance  with  the  contract 
that  has  been  passed.  This  Bill  has  been 
passed  by  the  House  of  Representatives,  and 
is  now  submitted  to  the  Council  for  its  con- 
sideration. The  only  objection  that  has  been 
made  is,  in  point  of  truth,  a  money  question- 
As  the  Council  is  aware,  the  ISth  section  of 
the  contract  which  we  passed  provided  that 
there  should  be  running  -  powers  given  in 
accordance  with  what  was  done  with  other 
companies  in  New  Zealand.  That  was  found 
to  bo  exceedingly  indefinite,  and  the  Govern- 
ment thought  it  was  desirable  that  it  should 
be  put  into  a  definite  shape.  The  Government 
insisted  that  the  railway  should  be  commenced 
at  Belgrove,  Springfield,  and  Brunnerton.  The 
compskny  naturally  objected  to  that  without 
some  arrangement  being  effected  as  to  run- 
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sing-powers  upon  these  difieient  sections  when 
completed  and  ready  for  use.  The  matter  has 
been,  I  may  say,  under  negotiation  with  the 
company  from  the  time  when  the  matter  was 
first  before  t&e  Council  np  to  yesterday.  Yester- 
day  was  the  only  time  when  the  arrangement 
was  made  ;  and  it  came  to  this :  The  option 
was  offered  to  the  House  of  Representatives  of 
passing  resolutions — which  have  been  passed 
there,  and  which  are  printed — to  allow  the  com- 
pany to  begin  where  they  like  and  carry  the 
work  on  where  they  like;  or  that,  if  the  House 
of  Representatives  did  not  like  to  do  that,  but 
would  rather  incur  the  money  responsibility, 
and  would  require  them  to  carry  on  at  Brunner- 
ton,  at  Springfield,  and  at  Belgrove  in  the  man- 
ner proposed,  therefore,  if  that  were  done,  there 
should  be  some  arrangement  by  which  the  Qo- 
vemment  could  run  those  sections  when  they 
were  finished.  The  House  chose  the  alternative 
of  compelling  the  company  to  begin  at  Bel- 
grove,  Springfield,  and  Brunnerton,  and  agreed 
for  a  limited  time  to  run  trains  under  certain 
conditions ;  and  if  the  company  required  the 
Government  to  run  more  trains  they  would  be 
able  to  do  so  on  certain  conditions,  which  would 
be  arranged.  The  resolutions  adopted  by  the 
House — in  which  the  Council  is  now  asked  to 
concur — are  inserted  in  the  Bill,  because  it  was 
thought  the  Council  should  have  power  to  deal 
with  this  part  of  the  matter.  The  Bill  is  so 
drawn  that  it  does  not  compel  the  Government 
to  enter  into  a  contract,  but  gives  them  power 
to  do  BO  on  certain  conditions,  those  conditions 
being  those  which  we  had  under  consideration 
a  short  time  ago.  This  announcement  may 
facilitate  the  consideration  of  the  matter  by 
the  members  of  the  Council.  What  I  propose 
now,  therefore,  is  that  you,  Sir,  should  leave 
the  ohaii,  to  resume  it  at  half-past  two  o'clock 
this  afternoon,  when  I  shall  propose  to  take 
the  second  reading  of  the  measures  \yhich  have 
come  up  from  the  other  branch  of  the  Legis- 
lature. 

The  Council  adjourned  till  half-past  two 
o'clock  p.m. 

COUKCtL  BESITHED. 

The  Hon.  the  Speakeb  resumed  the  chair  at 
half-past  two  o'clock  p.m. 

On  the  motion  for  the  second  reading  of  the 
Bill, 

The  Hon.  Sir  F.  WHITAKER  said,— I  have 
already  intimated  to  the  Council  that  the 
object  of  this  Bill  is  to  give  effect  to  the 
arrangements  made  in  the  contract  presented 
to  the  Council  about  a  fortnight  ago.  Of 
course  nothing  could  be  done  with  those 
resolutions  unless  authority  were  given  to  the 
Government  to  execute  a  contract.  It  would 
have  been  much  more  convenient  and  much 
better  if  we  could  have  prepared  a  contract 
and  then  legalised  it  afterwards  ;  but  that  was 
impossible,  because  the  contract  would  have  to 
be  submitted  to  the  directors  of  the  company 
in  England,  and  no  doubt  it  is  a  rather  oom- 

flicated  matter  to  pick  out  from  two  Acts  of 
'arliament  and  two  long   contracts   exactly 
what  is  meant.    It  is  in  pursuance  of  a  reso- 
Bon.  Sir  F.  Whitaker 


lotion  arrived  at  by  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives, and  forwarded  to  the  Council  for  its  ap- 
proval, that  this  Bill  is  now  introduced.  I  have 
already  explained  to  the  Council  that  under 
the  original  contract,  as  it  was  framed  and  laid 
before  the  Assembly  in  the  first  instance,  and 
passed  by  the  Legislature,  section  IS  left  it  very 
mdefinite  as  to  the  way  that  running-powen 
were  to  be  given  to  the  company  or  the  Giovem- 
ment  on  their  respective  lines.  As  I  have  said, 
the  matter  has  been  the  subject  of  a  great  deal 
of  correspondence  since  the  conditions  of  the 
contract  were  approved  by  the  Legislature,  euod 
I  am  almost  afraid  to  say  what  the  telegrams 
which  have  been  sent  Home  will  cost  the  com- 
pany. The  end  of  the  correspondence  has  been 
that  a  great  number  of  alterations  have  been 
made  in  the  contract  as  it  was  originally  pro- 
posed— that  is,  the  draft  contract  of  1887.  As 
the  Council  is  aware,  a  draft  contract  was  sent 
out ;  but  the  Government  did  not  think  fit  to 
accede  to  that,  and  it  was  referred  to  the  House 
of  Representatives,  and  they  came  to  certain 
conclusions.  And  the  end  of  it  was  that  very 
large  alterations  were  made  in  the  proposals  as 
contained  in  the  draft  contract  of  1887.  The 
company  have  been  informed  by  telegram  of 
all  these  ejterations,  and,  one  after  another, 
they  have  acceded  to  them.  The  only  question 
outstanding  to  the  last  was  this  question  of  the 
running-powers.  The  Government  did  not  give 
way  upon  any  other  point ;  but  upon  this  ques- 
tion of  the  running-powers  it  was  thought, 
both  in  the  interests  of  the  Gtovemment  of  the 
country  and  of  the  company,  that  something 
more  definite  should  be  done.  The  company 
were  to  be  compelled  to  start  at  three  difierent 
places,  and  to  carry  the  work  on  steadily  from 
each  with  expedition ;  and  it  vras  thought  that, 
in  compelling  them  to  do  that,  a  concession 
might  be  made  to  them  with  regard  to  the 
running-powers.  A  proposition  to  this  effect 
was  made,  and  was  assented  to  by  the  com- 
pany's agent  here,  and  I  presume  the  company 
themselves  will  take  no  exception  to  it.  The 
alteration  was  to  this  effect :  to  abolish  the 
18th  section  altogether,  and  leave  to  the  com- 
pany to  say  whether  they  would  accept  these 
resolutions  as  they  were  placed  before  the 
House  of  Representatives,  and  agreed  to  yes- 
terday. I  do  not  know  that  there  is  anything 
more  to  say  about  it.  It  is  necessary  that  this 
Bill  should  be  passed,  and  that  these  resoln- 
tions  should  be  embodied  in  the  Bill.  I  do  not 
know  whether  we  should  deal  with  these  reso- 
lutions first,  or  whether  we  should  postpone 
dealing  with  them  until  we  come  to  the  section 
in  the  Bill  which  will  embody  them.  How- 
ever, I  now  propose,  That  <Au  Bill  b»  now  read 
the  second  time. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  WATERHOUSE.— I  suppose 
there  will  be  some  loss  entailed  upon  the 
colony  by  the  granting  of  this  further  oonoes- 
sion.  The  Attorney-General  has  not  stated 
whether  such  will  be  the  case  or  not.  If  there 
is  to  be  a  loss  by  granting  this  ooncession,  I 
think  it  is  desirable  that  we  should  be  informed 
as  to  what  would  be  the  extent  of  that  loss. 

The  Hon.  Sii  F.  WHITAEEB.  — I  am  nob 
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able  to  say  what  the  loss  will  be  —  very  dif- 
ferent estimates  have  been  formed ;  but  the 
expense  of  carrying  it  out  will  be  only  small, 
because  no  additional  rolling  -  stock  will  be 
required  at  Springfield,  and  there  would  be  no 
adZtitional  coat  at  Belgrove,  so  that  the  cost 
of  carrying  out  this  arrangement  will  be  very 
small.  It  may  be  that  it  may  cost  nothing  at 
all,  but  I  apprehend  that  there  probably  will 
be  some  cost.  There  appears  to  be  no  popula- 
tion at  all  beyond  a  given  point  on  one  section, 
although  on  the  Springfield  Section,  I  believe, 
there  is  a  portion  of  country  where  there  are 
some  settlers.  I  anticipate  that  the  expense 
will  be  trifling,  because  the  present  rolling- 
stook  will  be  sufficient  to  perform  the  work. 
When  the  Bruunerton  Section  is  carried  on,  I 
apprehend  there  will  be  no  loss  on  that.  That 
line  wUl  run  through  a  district  which  will  pay 
very  well,  and  I  have  no  doubt  that  the  result 
will  be  no  loss  at  all,  but,  in  point  of  fact,  a 
profit. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  WATEBHOUSE.  —  I  hope 
that  my  honourable  friend's  rather  sanguine 
views  of  the  result  of  the  opening  of  these 
detached  pieces  of  railway  will  be  fulfilled.  I 
can  only  say,  with  reference  to  the  Bill,  that  I 
▼lew  it  with  a  great  deal  of  apprehension.  The 
whole  history  of  our  transactions  with  the  per- 
sons who  have  undertaken  this  contract  has 
been  one  of  concession.  Further  concessions 
have  been  demanded,  and  further  concessions 
have  been  yielded.  It  is  impossible  for  one  to 
say  when  these  concessions  will  come  to  an 
end.  I  am  satisfied  in  my  own  mind  that  this 
proposal  is  only  a  lever  whereby  to  obtain  still 
farther  concessions.  I  shall,  in  this  matter, 
confine  myself  merely  to  voting  against  the 
Bill ;  I  shall  take  no  further  action,  leaving 
to  the  Government  the  responsibility  of  the 
matter.  My  own  impression  is  that  we  have 
granted  concessions  enough  already. 

Bill  read  a  second  and  a  third  time. 

The  Hon.  Sir  F.  WHITAKER.— I  beg  to  move 
certain  resolutions.  It  is  necessary  that  they 
should  be  entered  on  our  Journals,  and  that 
we  should  send  bock  a  message  to  the  House 
of  Bepresentatives  stating  that  we  agree  to 
the  resolutions.  It  is  merely  a  formal  matter. 
The  resolutions  are  as  follow : — 

"  (1.)  That  the  Government  be  authorised  to 
work  the  several  sections  of  the  Midland  Bail- 
way  hereinafter  described  :  (a)  A  section  from 
Belgrove  southwards,  to  cost  £60,000;  length, 
say,  six  or  seven  miles :  (6)  a  section  from  Spring- 
field towards  the  west,  to  cost  £60,000  ;  length, 
say,  five  miles :  (c)  a  section  from  Bmnnerton 
towards  the  east,  say,  nine  miles :  and  {d)  a 
section  from  Brunnerton  to  Ahaura,  say  twelve 
miles. 

"  (2.)  The  Government  to  be  called  upon  only 
to  run  such  number  of  trains  aa  they  may  con- 
sider necessary  for  the  requirements  of  traffic. 

"  (3.)  The  Government  to  maintain  only  the 
rails,  sleepers,  and  ballast,  not  the  formation- 
woilcs  or  bridges.  The  company  to  remove  all 
large  slips,  and  to  make  good  any  damage  which 
arises  from  floods  or  other  accidents  to  the  per- 
manent-way or  works. 

VOL.  LDL-ea. 


"  (4.)  The  Government  to  pay  to  the  com- 
pany 40  per  cent,  of  the  gross  receipts  derived 
from  the  working  of  the  sections  of  railway 
above  mentioned. 

"  (5.)  If  more  rolling-stock  than  the  Govern- 
ment has  at  present  oa  the  Nelson  and  Grey- 
mouth  lines  bo  requisite  to  work  the  company's 
sections  at  those  places,  the  company  shall 
either  provide  the  additional  rolling-stock  re- 
quired at  their  own  cost  (the  Government  keep- 
ing it  in  repair),  or  shall  pay  the  Government 
the  interest  on  the  cost  of  providing  such  addi- 
tional rolling-stock  as  may  be  required. 

"  (6.)  The  arrangement  for  working  traffic  on 
this  basis  to  be  for  not  more  than  five  years 
from  date  of  new  contract,  after  which,  if  traffic 
is  to  be  continued  by  the  Government,  the 
arrangement  to  be  on  the  basis  of  similar  ar- 
rangements hitherto  made  with  other  private 
companies. 

"  (7.)  Beyond  the  four  sections  hereinabove 
referred  to,  the  company  may  make  extensions 
when  and  how  it  pleases,  but  shall  not  be 
obliged  to  work  any  such  extension  until  it  is 
ready  to  do  so ;  and,  if  the  Government  wishes 
to  work  any  such  extension,  it  is  to  do  so  on 
the  same  terms  as  hereinabove  set  forth  for 
the  four  sections  therein  referred  to. 

"  (8.)  The  company  will  construct  any  par- 
ticular section  which  the  Government  may 
desire,  if  the  Government  agree  to  work  it  on 
the  basis  above  set  forth. 

"  (9.)  The  working  or  non-working  of  any 
section  of  the  railway  is  not  to  aflect  the  earn- 
ing of  land-grants  by  the  company  in  respect 
of  such  sections." 

Besolutions  agreed  to. 

GOVERNMENT  RAILWAYS  BILL. 

A  message  was  received  from  the  House  of 
Representatives  stating  that  the  House  bad 
agreed  to  the  following  amendment  proposed 
by  His  Excellency  the  Governor  in  this  Bill — 
namely,  in  clause  9,  to  strike  out  the  words 
"  not  exceeding  one  thousand  five  hundred 
pounds,"  and  to  substitute  "  not  exceeding  two 
thousand  five  hundred  pounds." 

The  Hon.  Sir  P.  WHITAKER.— I  propose 
that  this  amendment  be  agreed  to.  Daring  the 
course  of  this  Bill  through  the  Council  I  inti- 
mated that  it  was  probable  that  some  such 
amendment  as  this  would  be  proposed.  When 
the  whole  subject  of  the  salaries  of  the  Com- 
missioners was  under  the  consideration  of 
the  Government  they  felt  very  great  doubts 
about  the  matter.  Therefore,  when  they 
came  to  the  conclusion  to  make  the  salary 
of  the  Chief  Commissioner  £1,500,  they  felt  it 
was  probable  that  they  might  have  to  ask  the 
Legislature  to  agree  to  such  an  amendment  as 
that  which  is  now  proposed.  I,  for  one,  felt 
very  strongly  on  the  subject,  because  I  think 
that  the  success  of  this  new  arrangement 
entirely  depends  upon  the  capacity  of  the  per- 
sons who  have  the  matter  in  hand,  and  espe- 
cially of  the  principal  Commissioner.  The 
amendment  does  not  absolutely  pledge  the 
Government  to  determine  that  the  Commis- 
sioner shall  have  the  sum  named,  but  it  says 
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that  he  shall  have  a  sum  not  exceeding  that. 
It  leaves  it  to  the  discretion  of  the  Oovemment, 
to  a  certain  extent,  to  say  whether  they  vrill 
import  from  England  a  first-claaa  man — who 
could  probably  be  got  at  £2,S00 — or  whether 
they  will  be  content  to  find  a  person  in  this 
colony,  or  in  one  of  the  adjacent  colonies,  to 
hold  the  office  of  Chief  CommiBsioner.  For 
my  part  I  shoald,  first  of  all,  ascertain  from 
the  Agent-General  whether  we  could  obtain 
SQch  a  person  as  we  want  at  the  salary  named. 
I  feel  that  a  great  responsibility  attaches  to  us 
in  connection  with  this  new  arrangement,  and 
I  am  very  anxious  that  we  should  make  it 
successful.  I  have  token  a  great  deal  of  in- 
terest in  the  Bill  from  beginning  to  end,  and  I 
am  satisfied  that  the  Bill  as  it  stands  is  a  work- 
able Bill.  I  believe  that  everything  will  now 
depend  on  the  Chief  Commissioner.  I  think  it 
would  be  a  great  pity  if,  after  making  this  great 
change  in  connection  with  our  railways,  and 
going  to  this  great  expense,  we  were  to  allow 
the  matter  to  be  spoiled  by  not  giving  a  suffi- 
cient salary  in  order  to  get  a  competent  man  to 
take  the  Chief  Commissionership.  I  move. 
That  the  amctidment  proposed  in  t)ie  Oovemor'3 
message  be  adopted. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  BUCKLEY.— I  hope  it  will 
not  be  agreed  to,  for  this  reason  :  The  honour- 
able gentleman  has  informed  the  Council  that 
it  is  discretionary  with  the  Government  to 
determine  whether  they  will  give  this  £2,500 
or  not.  My  own  impression  is  that,  if  you  put 
a  sum  of  that  kind  before  the  public,  no  less  a 
sum  will  be  paid  to  the  gentleman  who  may 
receive  the  appointment.  There  was  a  very 
strong  expression  of  opinion  in  the  Council  a 
few  days  ago  that  we  should  endeavour  to  ob- 
tain some  suitable  person  in  the  colony  for  the 
Commissionership.  It  is  quite  clear,  from  the 
remarks  of  the  honourable  gentleman,  that  it 
is  the  intention  of  the  Government  to  apply  to 
the  Agent-General  for  assistance  in  selecting  a 
Commissioner  at  Home. 

The  Hon.  Sir  F.  WHITAKER.— I  did  not 
say  that. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  BUCKLEY.  — I  make  no 
assertion.  I  only  form  my  own  conclusion 
from  the  remarks  of  the  honourable  gentle- 
man, and  I  think  any  one  would  gather  from 
what  the  Attorney-General  said  that  it  is  in- 
tended to  seek  the  assistance  of  the  Agent- 
General  in  England  to  see  whether  we  can  get 
a  good  man  from  England  at  the  sum  men- 
tioned. I  am  of  opinion  that  we  can  get 
within  the  colony  or  colonies  as  good  a  man  as 
we  should  get  from  England.  I  am  quite  sure 
that  if  we  go  to  England  we  shall  not  get  a 
first-class  man.  We  may  get  what  would  be 
considered  a  fifth-class  man.  A  first-class  man 
is  not  to  be  obtained  for  that  salary.  I  hope, 
therefore,  the  Council  will  not  agree  to  this 
proposal. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  PHARAZYN.— The  expression 
of  opinion  referred  to  by  the  honourable  gentle- 
roan  was  by  no  means  unanimous,  that  we 
should  obtain  a  Commissioner  in  the  colony. 
Various  opinions  were  expressed  by  honourable 
members;  and  some  honourable  gentlemen, 
Eon.  Sir  F.  Whitaker 


myself  included,  thou^t  it  would  be  very 
advisable  to  obtain  at  any  cate  the  Chief  Com- 
missioner from  England.  I  am  very  glad  to 
see  that  the  Oovemment  propose  to  take  power 
to  themselves  to  give  this  increased  salary  if 
required.  For  my  part,  I  regard  this  BiU  very 
much  as  being  in  the  direction  of  experimental 
legislation,  and  I  consider  that  the  whole  sno- 
cess  of  the  schema  will  entirely  depend  on  the 
administration.  That  is  to  say,  if  you  do  not  get 
a  first-rate  man,  a  man  with  a  great  variety  of 
qualities — qualities  of  the  character  demanded 
for  that  particular  position — the  whole  thing 
will  be  a  disastrous  failure,  and  very  shortly 
there  will  be  an  outcry  to  revert  to  the  old 
system.  If  you  get  a  first-rate  man,  in  whom 
the  people  will  have  confidence,  probably  the 
departure  will  be  a  success.  I  think  it  quite 
possible,  however,  that,  after  a  short  time,  an 
outcry  will  be  raised  and  the  Railway  Com- 
mission will  be  denounced  by  the  popular  voice 
as  a  despotism.  The  only  chance  to  prevent 
that  happening  will  be  to  give  the  Government 
power  to  get  the  very  best  man  they  can  for  the 
position.  I  shall  coraially  support  the  propoatl 
of  the  Government. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  WATERHOUSE.  — I  very 
much  agree  with  the  Hon.  Mr.  Buckley  that 
the  (rovemment  might  obtain  a  suitable  man 
within  the  colony.  Whoever  may  be  the  Com- 
missioners, they  will  be  possessed  of  an  amount 
of  power  tliat  no  previous  managers  of  our  rail- 
ways have  possessed.  I  am  quite  satisfied  that 
there  are  men  here  who,  under  the  altered 
conditions,  would  prove  quite  equal  to  the  ma- 
jority of  those  whom  we  are  likely  to  be  able  to 
choose  from  in  England.  The  responsibility 
of  this  measure  must  lie  with  the  Government. 
If  the  Government  can  get  suitable  men  in 
the  colony,  I  hope  they  will  do  so ;  but  I  am 
not  prepared  to  say  that,  if  the  Government 
cannot  get  within  the  colony  those  who,  in 
their  opinion,  are  suitable  for  the  position, 
they  should  not  have  the  power  of  going  to 
England  and  obtaining  Commissioners  there. 
With  reference  to  this  Bill,  I  leave  the  respoo- 
sibility  entirely  on  the  Government ;  and  I  will 
do  nothing  to  cramp  their  liberty  in  doing  what 
they  consider  best  under  the  circumstances. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  BONAR.— I  said,  when  the  BiU 
was  under  discussion  on  a  previous  occasion, 
that  I  feared  one  cause  of  the  failars  of  the 
Bill,  if  there  should  be  a  failure,  would  be  that 
the  salary  of  the  Chief  Commissioner  was  fixed 
too  low.  I  am  glad  to  see  that  a  discretion  is 
now  to  be  given  to  the  Government  to  fix  the 
salary  of  the  Chiei  Commissioner  at  £2,500.  I 
feel  that  the  whole  success  of  this  scheme 
depends  on  the  manner  in  which  it  is  ad- 
ministered. I  think  that  the  amount  asked  for 
in  the  Gk>vemor's  message  is  a  very  reasonable 
sum,  and  that  it  will  give  the  Government  an 
opportunity  of  putting  the  thing  into  a  fair 
position.  I  trust,  with  other  honourable  gentle- 
men who  have  spoken,  that  if  the  Government 
can  see  their  way  to  getting  a  competent  man 
in  the  colony  they  will  give  him  the  prefer- 
ence. At  the  same  time,  I  recognise  that  it  is 
much  better  to  leave  in  theii  hands  an  ample 
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margin  of  aaiarj,  in  otder  to  get  the  very  best 
man  for  the  management  of  onr  railways. 

The  Hon.  Sir  F.  WHITAKER.— I  apprehend 
that  the  Cooncil  would  place  itself  in  a  some- 
what false  position  if  it  were  to  reject  the 
proposition  of  the  Qovemment.  The  House  of 
Representatives  has  passed  this  amendment  of 
the  Bill,  and  has  asked  us  to  agree  to  it.  I 
apprehend  that  the  Council  will  place  itself  in 
a  false  position  in  this  respect  if  it  does  not 
agree  to  that  request :  If  this  new  arrangement 
in  regard  to  our  railways  fails  in  consequence 
of  the  inefficiency  of  the  men,  no  responsibility 
vrill  rest  with  the  Government  or  with  the 
House  of  Bepresentatives,  but  the  sole  respon- 
sibility will  rest  upon  the  Council ;  and,  there- 
fore, looking  at  it  from  that  point  of  view — 
that  it  is  a  question  which  has  been  agreed 
to  by  the  House  of  Bepresentatives,  and  in 
which  our  concurrence  is  asked  by  that 
House — ^under  all  the  circumstances  in  which 
we  are  placed,  and  considering  the  fact  that 
the  responsibility  would  rest  entirely  upon  the 
Council,  I  trust  the  Council  will  not  think  of 
rejecting  the  proposition  which  has  been  made. 
I  jbave  always  said  that  it  does  not  follow  that 
we  shall  find  a  suitable  man  in  the  colony,  and 
that  we  shall  probably  have  to  go  to  England.  I 
think  it  is  of  the  very  greatest  importance  that 
we  should  have  the  utmost  latitude  in  order 
to  find  a  competent  man,  as  the  whole  matter 
entirely  depends  on  the  competency  of  the 
principal  man.  I  hope,  therefore,  the  Council 
will  come  to  the  conclusion  that,  under  the 
circumstances,  it  is  a  wise  thing  and  a  proper 
thing  to  agree  to  this  amendment.  If  the 
Council  wont  to  take  the  matter  into  their  own 
hands  and  say,  "  We  are  entirely  responsible 
for  fixing  this,"  they  will,  of  course,  be  taking 
up  a  position  they  are  entitled  to  take  up  ;  but 
they  would  place  themselves  in  a  very  false 
position.  There  may  be  very  competent  men 
in  the  colony,  for  all  I  know ;  but  I  would  point 
out  that,  ,if  they  have  not  had  that  kind  of 
experience  which  is  necessary  to  qualify  them 
to  undertake  the  management  of  such  rail- 
ways, they  would  not  be  competent  in  that 
sense  of  the  term.  It  is  not  a  constructing 
engineer  that  we  want;  we  have  constructing 
engineers  already.  Bnt  what  we  wont  is  a  man 
who  understands  the  management  of  traffic ; 
we  want,  not  an  engineer  especially,  but  a  man 
to  act  as  traffic  manager,  and  upon  whom  the 
whole  management  will  rest,  and  it  will  depend 
upon  his  competency  whether  the  underttudng 
becomes  a  success  or  not.  Whether  there  are 
men  sufficiently  capable  to  discharge  the  duties 
of  the  appointments  of  second  Commissioners 
IS  another  question,  no  doubt;  but,  in  my 
opinion,  there  is  no  man  here  who  has  that 
experience  which  men  largely  engaged  in  con- 
nection with  railways  in  England  have  had ; 
and  we  are  in  an  out-of-the-way  corner  here, 
and,  comparatively  speaking,  we  are  not  in 
a  position  to  judge  properly  of  what  is  going 
on  in  the  shape  of  improvements  at  Home. 
I  think,  therefore,  we  should  look  abroad  and 
see  if  we  cannot  get  a  man  for  the  position 
of  Chief  Commissioner  sufficiently  versed  in 


the  management  of  railways  in  England. 
I  express  my  opinion  freely  on  this  subject 
at  once,  because  it  has  entered  into  my 
mind  from  the  very  beginning  that  the  whole 
difficulty  of  this  matter  had  reference  to  the 
difficulty  of  obtaining  a  competent  man,  and  I 
felt  that  we  should  have  to  go  to  England  in 
order  to  obtain  a  man  to  fill  the  appointment 
of  Chief  Commissioner.  The  men  among  us 
have  not  had  that  experience  which  the  men  in 
England  have  had  in  the  working  of  railways. 
At  one  time  we  thought  that  America  would 
afiord  as  a  greater  field  of  selection  for  a  com- 
petent man ;  but  the  feeling  now  is  that  we 
ought  to  go  to  some  of  the  men  engaged  in  con- 
nection with  the  large  railways  in  England  and 
ascertain  whether  or  not  we  can  make  a  fair 
and  reasonable  engagement  with  one  of  them. 
But  if  we  had  to  fall  back  upon  America  I  do 
not  think  we  should  find  that  the  scheme  would 
be  so  likely  to  be  a  success.  The  Government 
and  the  House  have  fixed  a  sufficient  sum  for 
the  purpose  of  making  a  fair  trial  of  this  matter. 
Let  us  have  a  fair  sum  put  on  the  estimates, 
in  order  that  we  may  induce  one  of  the  best 
men  we  can  get  to  undertake  the  manage- 
ment. I  would  also  point  out  that  it  is  possible 
we  may  not  have  to  spend  the  whole  of  the 
£2,500,  but  we  wish  to  nave  the  opportunity  of 
arranging  for  the  best  man  in  England.  Then, 
it  is  provided  that  the  Act  does  not  come  into 
operation  till  such  time  as  may  bo  appointed 
by  the  Governor,  and  this,  therefore,  gives  us 
ample  opportunity  of  obtaining  the  best  men 
to  be  hod,  and  also  of  deciding  on  what  is  to  be 
done  in  pursuance  of  the  powers  contained  in 
the  Bill.  This  does  not  hurry  us,  whereas  if 
we  had  been  hurried  we  might  have  taken  a 
step  that  wo  should  afterwards  have  regretted. 
Therefore  I  say  that  every  possible  considera- 
tion will  be  given  to  the  subject,  also  to  the 
men  in  the  country  and  to  the  men  out  of  the 
country,  and  that  all  pains  will  be  taken  to 
moke  a  good  choice.  We  may  make  a  choice, 
but  probably  the  scheme  will  not  come  into 
operation  before  the  next  session  of  the  Assem- 
bly. I  think  that  is  exceedingly  likely.  I 
think,  under  all  the  oircumstanceB,  the  Council 
will  come  to  the  conclusion  that  the  wisest 
thing  to  do  is  to  agree  to  the  amendment  which 
His  Excellency  the  Governor  has  submitted  to 
this  Council. 
Amendment  agreed  to. 

PROPERTY-TAX  BILL. 

This  Bill  was  read  a  first  time. 

The  Hon.  Sir  F.  WHITAKER,  in  moving 
the  second  reading  of  the  Bill,  said, — This  ses- 
sion I  have  had  many  disagreeable  things  to 
do,  especially  in  reference  to  the  Midland  Rail- 
way matter,  for  instance ;  but  that  is  on  a  big 
scale,  and  the  matter  now  before  us  is  on  a 
small  scale.  I  have  a  belief  that  the  present 
measure  is  necessary  in  order  to  equalise  the 
revenue  and  expenditure,  by  raising  the  tax  to 
a  penny  in  the  pound  for  the  next  year.  It  is 
not  necessary  that  I  should  explain  the  object 
of  this  Bill,  for,  unfortunately,  I  think  we  can 
^1  understand  the  nature  of  the  Bill  perfectly. 
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If  some  means  could  have  been  taken  for 
avoiding  this  I  should  have  been  well  pleased ; 
but  we  must  remember  that  at  present  we  have 
not  only  to  exercise  economy  in  our  adminis- 
tration, but  we  have  also  to  so  manage  that  our 
expenditure  shall  not  be  the  means  of  adding 
to  the  debt  of  the  colony.  There  has  been  a 
deficiency  daring  the  last  two  years,  which  we 
have  endeavoured  to  provide  for  by  means  of  a 
Bill  which  has  been  read  a  second  time  just 
now.  This  is  another  measure,  therefore,  by 
which  we  can  equalise  the  revenue  and  expen- 
diture. I  move.  That  the  Bill  he  now  read  the 
second  time. 
Bill  read  a  second  and  a  third  time. 

AUSTRALASIAN  NAVAL  DEFENCE  BILL. 

This  Bill  was  read  a  first  time. 

The  Hon.  Sir  P.  WHITAKKR,  in  moving 
the  second  reading,  said, — Honourable  members 
will  remember  that  in.  the  very  early  part  of 
this  session  papers  were  laid  on  the  table  with 
reference  to  Australasian  defence,  and  subse- 
quently a  draft  of  a  Bill,  which  had  been  pie- 
pared  in  Queensland,  and  which  had  been 
passed  by  Victoria  and  New  South  Wales,  was 
also  laid  on  the  table.  Therefore  I  do  not 
think  it  will  be  necessary  for  me  to  give  any 
lengthy  history  of  this  matter,  because  I  have 
no  doubt  that  honourable  members  have  well 
considered  what  is  now  before  them.  And  I 
should  say  that  the  Bill  is  the  same  as  that 
sent  down  from  Queensland.  The  matter 
originated,  as  honourable  members  will  remem- 
ber, in  the  Conference  which  took  place  in 
England  some  seven  or  eight  or  nine  months 
ago.  This  colony  was  represented  there  by  the 
honourable  gentleman  who  is  now  in  the 
chair  here,  and  also  by  Sir  Francis  Dillon 
Bell ;  and  the  other  colonies  were  represenfed 
by  some  leading  persons  from'  each  of  them. 
This  matter  was  fully  discussed,  and  a  con- 
clusion was  come  to — a  conclusion  which,  I 
think,  was  an  exceedingly  wise  one — that  an 
agreement  such  as  this  should  be  entered  into  by 
the  Imperial  Government  and  the  Australasian 
Colonies.  Two  colonies  have  already  adopted 
it,  and  I  have  no  doubt  that  the  non-agreement 
on  the  part  of  the  other  colonies  at  present  is 
only  temporary,  and  that  Queensland  will  come 
in  before  long.  I  cannot  understand  the  oppo- 
sition to  it.  This  agreement  appears  to  be  of 
the  most  favourable  kind  to  the  colonies ;  and 
it  appears  to  me  strange  that  the  people  of 
these  colonies,  who  are  far  better  off  than  the 
people  at  Homo,  should  refuse  to  contribute 
their  share  towards  their  own  defence,  but  seek 
to  cast  that  burden  on  persons  who  are  not 
so  well  ofi  as  we  are.  I  think,  as  a  matter  of 
duty,  we  should  so  contribute,  and  that  every 
consideration  is  in  favour  of  our  dealing  \yith 
this  subject  in  the  way  that  it  is  proposed  to 
be  done.  I  cannot  see  anything  more  imwise 
than  to  reject  this  agreement.  I  am  quite 
sure  that  the  result  of  that  would  be  to  affect 
cm  reputation,  and  that  oui  reputation  would 
be  worse  in  England  than  it  is  at  the  pre- 
sent time,  and  everybody  knows  that  it  is  not 
very  good  at  present.  I  should  be  very  Sony 
Son.  Sir  F.  Whitaktr 


that  we  should  lose  any  respect  which  we  may 
have.  I  am  quite  sure  every  reasonable  nuu 
who  thoroughly  considers  the  Bill  without  any 
feeling  of  opposition,  or  any  feeling  of  that 
kind,  must  come  to  the  conclusion  that  it  is 
very  favourable  towards  the  colonies,  and  that 
it  is  OUI  duty  as  well  as  our  interest  to  accept 
it  fully  and  fairly.  With  these  observations,  I 
move.  That  the  Bill  be  now  read  the  second  time. 
The  Hon.  Mr.  BON.iE.  — I  think.  Sir,  I 
should  not  like  to  see  a  Bill  of  this  import- 
ance pass  through  the  Council  without,  at 
all  events,  eniressing  very  briefly  my  ap- 
proval of  it.  I  quite  agree  with  the  remarks 
of  the  Hon.  the  Attorney-General  in  moving 
the  second  reading  of  the  Bill.  I  think  it  a 
step  in  the  right  direction,  and  that  it  is  only  a 
fair  and  reasonable  thing  that  the  colony  should 
bear  its  just  share  of  the  cost  of  the  protection 
of  its  own  commerce.  It  is  not  for  us  to  wait 
till  a  war  breaks  out.  I  think  it  is  for  us  to  be 
prepared  to  protect  ourselves  no  matter  what 
may  occur.  And,  looking  at  the  horizon  at  the 
present  time  in  Europe,  I  think  we  may  be 
prepared  at  any  moment  for  a  war  among  the 
great  nations  there  ;  and  it  is  our  place  to  pro- 
tect ourselves  by  this  means,  which  is  the  most 
rational  way  that  we  can  take  to  guard  ourselves 
— by  seeing  that  our  waters  are  occupied  by  an 
adequate  squadron.  We  are  getting  past  the 
age  of  children,  when  we  used  to  look  to  our 
mother  to  protect  us ;  and  I  think  we  should 
take  upon  ourselves  some  share  of  the  responsi- 
bility of  defending  these  colonies,  and  also  a 
share  of  the  cost.  In  that  respect  we  should 
only  be  occupying  the  position  we  are  entitled 
to  as  one  of  the  great  colonies  of  the  British 
Empire.  We  have  not  been  behindhand  in 
what  we  have  done  in  former  years.  I  can 
recollect  when  the  colony  undertook  "  a,  self- 
reliant  policy,"  as  it  was  called,  and  we  took  oar 
responsibility  on  our  shoulders,  and  were  able 
to  bring  the  colony  to  a  state  of  peeice  and  har- 
mony. The  policy  adopted  in  this  Bill  is  the 
proper  policy  to  adopt,  and  the  question  sub- 
mitted to  our  consideration  is  one  of  a  reason- 
able character.  It  does  not  attempt  to  throw 
more  on  us  than  wo  are  able  to  bear,  and  gives 
us  all  we  require  at  a  very  moderate  cost,  and 
gives  us  as  efficient  protection  as  we  are  in  a 
position  to  accept  at  the  present  time.  We 
wish  to  occupy  a  position  that  is  right,  and 
according  to  the  arrangements  entered  into. 
In  coming  into  an  agreement  of  this  kind  the 
whole  of  the  colonies  will  reap  the  benefit 
from  it,  and  those  colonies  which  choose  to 
stand  out  from  an  arrangement  which  may 
be  come  to  will  be  excluded  from  the  posi- 
tion in  which,  for  the  first  time,  the  colonies 
are  interested  as  part  of  the  Imperial  whole. 
And  we  are  consulted  and  advised  with  by  the 
authorities  themselves.  The  colonies  which  do 
not  join  in  this  will  not  be  doing  themselves 
justice  at  all ;  and  I  hope,  therefore,  that  this 
Bill  will  not  only  be  pcissod,  but  passed  by  a 
very  substantial  majority,  as  indicating  the 
feeling  of  Parliament  on  the  matter.  It  is  not 
a  matter  which  requires  a  great  deal  of  dis- 
cussion.   I  see  we  shall  only  be  called  upon  ^ 
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this,  in  the  event  of  any  of  the  other  colonies 
standing  oat,  to  pay  our  pro  rata  portion  of 
the  original  sum.  And  I  agree  with  what  the 
Attorney-General  haa  Eaid,  that  any  colony 
that  has  not  adopted  the  agreement  will  only 
stand  out  temporarily,  and  that  ultimately 
better  counsels  will  prevail  and  we  shall  find 
them  all  uniting  on  this  question  of  common 
^£5culty — this  question  of  defence.  It  will 
bind  us  in  our  relations  with  the  Home 
authorities,  and  raise  our  standing  in  the 
«yes  of  people  at  Home,  when  we  take  our 
proper  duties  on  our  own  shoulders  in  seeking 
to  assist  the  Home  authorities  in  the  work  of 
defence. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  HART.— It  seems  to  me.  Sir, 
in  regard  to  the  policy  of  the  measure,  that  it 
is  something  like  insurance  from  fire  in  the 
case  of  a  man's  house.  If  a  man  had  occa- 
sion to  borrow  money,  it  would  be  one  of  the 
things  insisted  upon  by  the  lender  that  he 
should  insure  his  house.  If  we  must  once 
more  go  into  the  money-market  for  borrowing 
purposes,  it  seems  to  me  that,  in  order  to  get  a 
favourable  consideration  of  a  proposal  for  such 
a  loan,  it  would  be  absolutely  necessary  that 
some  measure  for  the  mutual  defence  of  the 
colonies  should  be  adopted,  and  that  we 
should  pay  for  our  share  thereof. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  PHARAZYN.— Sir,  while  I 
cordially  approve  the  measure  now  before  us, 
yet  I  cannot  but  express  my  regret  that  it  was 
not  brought  down  earlier  in  the  session.  In 
saying  this,  I  have  no  wish  to  cast  any  reflec- 
tion on  the  Oovemment,  who  have  no  doubt 
had  great  difficulty  in  piloting  their  various 
measures  in  the  other  House — although  it  hsis 
been  a  very  easy  matter  in  this  Chamber — smd 
probably  the  Government  were  compelled  to 
defer  this  measure  to  a  late  period  cf  the 
session.  Yet,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  I  think  it  is 
to  be  regretted  that  we  are  in  this  position : 
that  we  have  really  no  time,  nor  a  sufficient 
number  of  members  present,  to  discuss  this  Bill 
in  the  manner  which  its  importance  demands. 
It  may  be  said — and  I  think  it  was  said  by  the 
Hon.  the  Attorney-General  in  introducing  the 
Bill — that  every  one  had  been  so  fully  informed 
as  to  the  nature  of  these  proposals  that  discus- 
sion is  needless.  I  quite  agree  with  him  that, 
so  far  as  public  men  are  concerned,  and  espe- 
cially so  for  as  the  members  of  this  Council 
are  concerned,  discussion  is  needless.  We  have 
probably  all  made  up  our  minds  as  to  this 
proposal,  and  have  thought  over  the  subject, 
and  we  have  no  doubt  generally  arrived  at 
the  conclusion  that  this  measure  ought  to  be 
passed.  But  we  have  to  consider  also  the 
effect  which  discussions  in  the  Legislature 
have  upon  outside  public  opinion.  I  have 
heard  it  stated,  and  I  think  it  has  also  been 
stated  in  the  Press,  that  this  measure  was  not 
brought  before  the  country  at  the  late  general 
election,  and  that  the  country  has  had  no 
opportunity  of  considering  it.  And  it  is  said 
that  if  the  question  had  been  put  to  the  consti- 
tuencies they  would  have  opposed  it.  Sir,  that 
is  not  my  opinion.  I  believe  if  the  question 
bad  been  fairly  and  properly  pat  to  the  people 


they  would,  if  not  unanimously,  at  least  by 
a  very  large  majority,  have  approved  of  the 
measure  now  before  us.  But,  Sir,  it  is  quite 
within  the  knowledge  of  most  people  that 
this  measure,  like  every  other  measure,  has 
as  its  opponents  persons  who  honestly  believe, 
no  doubt,  that  m  doing  what  is  here  pro- 
posed we  are  going  outside  the  sphere  of  out 
duties,  and  may  involve  ourselves  in  gome 
very  troublesome  complications.  These  per- 
sons will  no  doubt  put  forth  their  views  to  the 
country,  and  it  will  strengthen  these  views  if  it 
is  found  that  a  Bill  of  this  importance  was 
passed  through  the  Council  without  any  dis- 
cussion. It  will  be  said,  "Oh,  no  one  cares 
much  about  it ;  no  one  could  give  any  definite 
reasons  for  supporting  it  I "  Though  I  think 
that  would  be  exceedingly  unjust,  it  is  exactly 
an  argument  that  will  be  used.  A  gentle- 
man with  whom  I  was  conversing  the  other 
day — a  gentleman  who  was  knovm  formerly 
very  well  in  public  life,  and  who  is  a  very  able 
viriter  and  speaker— took  these  very  views,  and 
expressed  his  opinions— quite  opposed  to  my 
own — which  he  would  no  doubt  be  able  to  ad- 
dress very  strongly  to  the  country ;  and,  in  that 
respect,  I  think  it  is  to  be  regretted  that  a  full 
and  ample  discussion  is  not  to  take  place.  But, 
while  saying  this,  I  do  not  detract  from  the 
reasons,  or  in  any  way  wish  to  impugn  the 
weight  of  the  reasons,  of  the  honourable  gentle- 
man who  introduced  the  measure.  Sir,  it 
does  appear  that,  in  the  first  place,  it  is  the 
duty  of  all  parts  of  the  British  Empire  to 
assist  in  its  defence ;  and  I  think  it  would  be 
an  act  of  madness  on  our  part  to  refuse  to 
share  the  Imperial  burdens  whilst  assuming 
the  advantages  of  being  connected  with  this 
great  Empire.  I  quite  agree  with  the  Hon, 
Mr.  Hart  that  it  is  to  be  looked  on  very  largely 
as  a  question  of  insurance ;  and,  in  fact,  it  is 
the  very  cheapest  form  of  insurance  this 
colony  could  adopt.  In  regard  to  the  cost  of 
maintaining  a  navy,  it  is  perfectly  clear  that 
to  do  it  ourselves  is  entirely  beyond  the  power 
of  the  colony,  and  we  cannot  merely  rely  on 
harbour  defences  for  the  defence  of  the  coun- 
try, and  more  especially  for  the  defence  of  oar 
commerce,  which,  as  the  preamble  to  the  Bill 
states,  we  have  recognised  as  an  object  of  this 
measure,  because  the  preamble  to  the  Bill 
refers  to  the  "  maintenance  of  an  additional 
naval  force  to  be  employed  for  the  protec- 
tion of  the  floating  trade  in  Australasian 
waters."  That  being  the  case,  it  is  quite  clear 
that  some  measure  of  this  nature  was  required. 
And  now,  referring  to  the  amount  we  are  asked 
to  contribute,  I  think  it  is  an  exceedingly 
moderate  one,  and  it  appears  to  me  that  every 
care  has  been  taken  to  limit  our  responsibilities 
to  a  very  reasonable  amount.  The  sum  men- 
tioned is,  I  think,  £20,000  or  £25,000  a  year. 
No  doubt  that  does  mean,  if  capitalised,  a 
considerable  addition  to  our  debt ;  but  we  mast 
regard  it  in  the  nature  of  insurance,  as  has 
been  described  by  the  Hon.  Mr.  Hart ;  and  I 
am  sure  that,  if  uie  matter  were  placed  before 
the  people  in  that  way,  they  would  realise  the 
businesslike   considerations    involved   in   this 
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pioposal  and  yote  for  the  anm.  Apart  from 
the  queetion  of  justice  and  the  question  of 
prudence,  I  think  there  is  another  which  ought 
also  to  be  considered,  and  that  is  the  tendency 
which  the  joining  in  this  scheme  will  produce 
in  the  way  of  preserving  the  unity  of  the 
Empire.  I  am  not  one  of  those  who  have  any 
belief  in  a  political  federation.  I  believe,  my- 
self, that  a  political  federation  in  the  shape 
of  anything  like  representative  institutions 
which  would  endeavour  to  discuss  all  such 
questions  as  peace  and  war  is  practically  im- 
possible; and  that  the  time  must  inevitably 
come  when  the  enormous  increase  of  popula- 
tion over  the  whole  of  the  Australasian  Colo- 
ities  will  be  such  e.s  to  entirely  remove  the 
centre  of  political  gravity  from  the  British 
Islands  to  the  colonies  of  Australasia  them- 
selves. It  is  merely  a  question  of  time  when 
the  population  of  these  colonies  must  neces- 
sarily be  enormously  greater  than  that  of  the 
British  Islands.  Under  these  circumstances,  it 
is  quite  clear  that  any  attempt  at  political  fede- 
lation  would  fail,  because,  if  you  took  anything 
like  a  population  basis  for  your  representation, 
then  the  inhabitants  of  Great  Britain  would  be 
absolutely  nowhere  in  comparison  with  the  rest 
of  the  Empire.  Instead  of  any  attempt  at  poli- 
tical federation,  I  believe  a  measure  of  this  sort 
will  help  to  strengthen  that  federation  of  senti- 
ment and  interests  which  is  already  so  exceed- 
ingly powerful  in  preserving  the  unity  of  the 
Empire.  I  believe  the  mere  fact  of  the  colonies 
showing  their  willingness  to  take  a  share  of  the 
expenses  of  the  English  navy  will  tend  largely 
to  strengthen  the  unity  of  the  Empire.  It  will 
be  looked  upon  as  an  earnest ;  it  is  not  merely 
ft  sentimental  belief,  but  a  belief  expressed  in 
pounds,  shillings,  and  pence,  which  is  always 
the ,  strongest ;  and  when  we  believe  in  the 
unity  of  the  Empire,  and  are  prepared  to  pay 
for  oui  share  of  the  responsibility,  apart  from 
the  purely  commercial  aspect  of  the  question, 
apart  from  the  question  of  insurance  and  the 
question  of  safety,  I  think  that  is  a  point 
which  ought  to  be  considered,  and  which  this 
country  would  fairly  agree  to.  Then,  there 
is  another  point  which  I  think  New  Zealand 
may  fairly  consider,  and  which  has  always 
seemed  to  me  to  be  of  importance, — that  in  any 
action  of  this  kind  in  which  the  other  colonies 
take  part  it  would  be  exceedingly  unwise  for 
New  Zealand  to  assume  an  attitude  of  isola- 
tion. I  think  we  shall  have  to  look  to  Australia 
something  in  the  same  sort  of  way  as  England 
looks  on  its  connection  with  the  Continent. 
The  fact  that  the  interests  of  England  and  Con- 
tinental interests  sometimes  agree  and  some- 
times conflict  made  it  absolutely  necessary  for 
English  statesmen  to  take  a  part  in  foreign 
afiairs  ;  and  I  believe,  although  in  a  very  much 
smaller  degree,  there  will  be  the  absolute  neces- 
sity of  acting  in  unison  in  matters  regard- 
ing the  whole  of  Australasia,  and  that  it  will 
be  impossible  for  New  Zealand  to  "  play  a  lone 
hand,"  and  that  any  attempt  to  do  so  will  lead 
to  very  great  disaster  in  future.  Of  course  I  do 
not  mean  to  say  that  it  will  approach  to  any- 
thing like  war ;  but  there  are  otner  things  be- 
Eon.  Mr.  Pharavgn 


sides  war — questions  of  telegraphic  commimir 
cation,  and  the  tari£E,  and  matters  of  that  kind, 
which,  if  we  show  a  disposition  to  isolate  our- 
selves from  the  other  colonies,  they  will  remem- 
ber against  us.  Sir,  I  will  not  take  np  the  time 
of  the  Council  in  discussing  this  subject,  bat  I 
wished  to  make  these  few  remarks  for  the  very 
simple  reason  that  no  one  else  seemed  prepared 
to'speak  on  the  subject :  not  that  I  think  my- 
self in  any  way  competent  to  take  np  properly 
such  a  very  important  subject  as  this.  I  very 
cordially  support  the  measure  which  is  now 

before  us.  

The  Hon.  Mr.  SHEPHARD.— Sir.  we  do  not 
all  take  the  extremely  favourable  view  of  the  Bill 
that  has  been,  so  far,  put  forward.  It  seems  to 
me,  looking  round  this  Council  and  seeing  how 
thinly  the  seats  ore  occupied,  this  is  not  the 
time  to  open  up  a  question  of  such  vast  magni- 
tude— in  fact,  it  may  be  called  a  question  of 
world-wide  importance.  If  we  had  had  this 
Bill  a  fortnight  ago  we  might  then  have  dis- 
cussed it  at  length,  and  the  Gk>verninent  would 
have  been  able  to  gather  the  opinion  of  tbe 
Council  from  the  discussion  which  would  have 
taken  place  ;  but  I  think  it  is  exceedingly  nn- 
fortunate  that  we  should  have  a  measure  of 
this  magnitude — a  measure  not  simply  relating 
to  a  question  of  money,  but  to  a  great  principle 
— coming  down  in  the  last  hours  of  the  session, 
and  with  scarcely  a  quorum  present.  It  is  not 
altogether  a  question  of  money,  although  some- 
thing may  be  said  about  that  aspect  of  the 
matter,  for  in  a  time  of  such  severe  le- 
trenchment  as  that  which  has  been  pro- 
posed, when  every  branch  of  the  pnblic  service 
will  be  reduced,  and  when  every  officer  con- 
nected with  the  government  of  the  country  is 
compelled  to  submit  to  this  scheme,  it  is  hard 
that  they  should  have  to  witness  the  adoption 
of  a  policy  that  may  lead  to  still  further  severe 
reductions;  and  it  certainly  requires  some- 
thing more  to  be  said  than  I  have  heard  on 
this  question  to  justify  us  in  at  once  enter- 
ing upon  additional  expenditure  of,  as  far  as  I 
understand,  £25,000  a  year.  I  am  not  certain 
of  the  amount ;  we  have  not  been  told  what 
the  amount  will  be ;  but  I  think — from  what  I 
have  gathered  here  and  from  the  other  branch 
of  the  Legislature  —  that  it  would  not  be 
much  less.  But,  as  I  have  said,  it  is  not 
merely  a  question  of  money  that  is  before  us ; 
we  are  taking  an  entirely  new  departure  in  a 
most  important  question  of  policy.  We  are 
going  into  partnership  with  the  British  Islands 
in  the  matter  of  war  and  peace.  The  reasons, 
so  far  as  we  have  heard  them — "the  sentimeu- 
tal  reasons,"  I  think,  were  the  words  used — 
were  that  by  doing  so  we  should  be  contributing 
our  just  share  to  the  responsibilities  which  de- 
volved upon  us.  But  we  should  be  just  before 
we  are  generous,  and  we  should  know  whether 
we  are  prepared  with  the  money  before  we  de- 
cide to  do  this.  I  should  like  to  have  this  ques- 
tion considered :  If  war  is  brought  upon  ns,  and 
is  brought  about  by  a  quarrel  with  any  great 
European  Power,  with  which  these  colonies 
have  nothing  to  do,  I  think  that  is  a  question 
in  which  the  colonies  are  not  in  the  remotest 
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degree  oonoemed.  Oai  popnlation  might  en- 
deavour to  improve  the  country  and  found  a 
new  State,  without  being  at  all  concerned  in 
qoorrelB  about  the  possession  o{  Constantinople 
or  the  fortifications  of  some  port  of  the  Medi- 
terranean. They  do  not  concern  us;  and 
yet  we  may  be  told — as  we  undoubtedly  shall 
be  told,  both  inside  and  outside  of  Parlia- 
ment —  that  it  is  our  duty  to  support  the 
Imperial  Government  in  this  matter.  I  say 
we  have  only  to  fall  back  upon  what  was  said 
something  more  than  a  hundred  years  ago  as 
to  the  duty  of  the  Americsji  colonists  of  that 
time  in  regard  to  paying  taxes  for  the  support 
of  wars  engaged  in  by  the  United  Kingdom  — 
that  taxation  without  representation  is  tyranny. 
We  are  told  that  our  reputation  would  suffer  if 
we  did  not  agree  to  these  proposals,  and  that 
if  we  did  not  join  with  the  other  colonies  we 
■hould  be  treated  worse  than  those  who  did. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  PHARAZYN.— No. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  SHKPHARD.— No  doubt  that 
is  what  will  weigh,  and  has  weighed,  so  far,  with 
members  of  the  Legislature  in  inducing  them 
to  agree  to  this  Bill.  I  do  not  think  there  is 
anything  of  the  kind  that  need  be  considered 
here.  I  think  we  should  deal  openly  and  fairly 
irith  this  measure,  not  caring  what  persons  in 
Australia  or  on  the  other  side  of  the  world  may 
think  of  our  conduct.  I  am  sorry  to  say  that 
we  are  proposing  to  pass  this  Bill  without  fully 
discussing  it,  as  we  should  have  done  if  we  had 
had  a  full  Council.  I  know  it  is  not  right  to 
refer  to  proceedings  in  another  branch  of  the 
Legislature,  and  I  will  carefully  avoid  doing  so 
except  in  such  a  way  that  you,  Sir,  will  hold 
me  quite  in  order.  We  know  that  the  number 
of  members  of  the  other  branch  of  the  Legis- 
lature in  actdal  attendance  is  enormously  re- 
duced— indeed,  that  there  were  not  more  than 
one-third  of  the  members  of  that  House  pre- 
sent during  the  discussion  on  this  Bill ;  and  I 
do  not  think  it  is  right  that  wo  should  enter 
apon  this  important  policy  at  this  time,  with 
so  small  on  attendance  of  members.  A  large 
number  of  those  who  are  now  present  will  by 
to-morrow  have  disappeared  from  Wellington. 
Members  are  all  scattering  fast.  Why?  On 
account  of  this  season  of  peace  and  goodwill 
towards  men.  And  hero  we  are  needlessly  in- 
volving ourselves  in  the  wars  of  States  on  the 
other  side  of  the  world.  I  must  deprecate 
any  remarks  which  I  have  mode  being  taken 
as  in  themselves  necessarily  hostile  to  some 
artangement  of  this  kind  ;  but  what  I  do  com- 
plain of  is  that  we  have  this  Bill  brought  in  in 
the  last  hours  of  the  session,  and  we  have  not 
that  numerical  force  in  the  Council  to  discuss 
it  that  we  ought  to  have.  I  beg  to  move,  Tliat 
the  debate  be  adjourned. 

The  Hon.  Sir  P.  WHITAKEB.— I  am  venr 
muoh  surprised,  very  much  disappointed,  and, 
I  may  say,  disgusted  at  the  speech  which  has 
just  been  made. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  SHEPHAKD.  —  Sir,  I  ask 
whether  it  is  a  parliamentary  expression  for 
an  honourable  gentleman  to  say  that  he  is 
"  very  much  disgusted  "  with  the  speech  of 
another  member. 


The  Hon.  the  SPEAKEB.— I  think  th« 
honourable  gentleman  should  withdraw  so 
strong  an  expression. 

The  Hon.  Sir  F.  WHITAKER.— I  am  very 
muoh  surprised,  and  will  not  repeat  the  other 
word  if  the  honourable  gentleman  feels  it.  I 
must  say  that  I  was  disgusted  that  there 
should  be  any  opposition  to  a  measure  of  this 
description.  The  honourable  gentleman  says 
we  should  not  mix  ourselves  up  in  the  politios 
of  Europe.  I  do  not  wish  to  mix  ourselves  up 
in  the  politics  of  Europe.  We  are  doing  this 
simply  for  the  purpose  of  defending  ourselves, 
and,  OS  was  stated  by  an  honourable  gentle- 
man opposite,  we  are  doing  it  as  an  insurance 
against  the  destruction  of  our  property.  We 
are  not  called  upon  to  enter  into  the  politics 
of  Europe ;  we  are  not  called  upon  to  invade 
other  people's  country,  or  to  make  any  attack 
on  anybody ;  but  we  are  simply  called  upon  to 
subscribe  some  funds  for  the  purpose  of  defend- 
ing ourselves,  and  especially  our  commerce,  on 
the  high  seas.  Can  anything  be  more  reasonable 
than  that?  It  appears  to  me  to  be  an  abso- 
lute duty  that  we  should  undertake  it ;  and  I 
think  it  would  be  most  unreasonable  for  the 
people  of  this  part  of  the  world  to  call  upon  the 
Imperial  Qovernment  to  compel  the  unfortu- 
nate poor  people  of  England  to  provide  for 
the  defence  of  our  property.  I  say  that  it  is 
enough  to  disgust  anybody  when  he  hears  a 
doctrine  of  that  character  brought  forward. 
The  honourable  gentleman  says,  using  a  cant 
phrase  which  we  have  heard  so  often,  that 
taxation  without  representation  is  tyranny.  I 
do  not  know  what  application  that  has  to  this 
question.  Are  we  called  upon  to  pay  taxes? 
The  honoumble  gentleman  referred  to  the 
American  colonies.  That  was  a  totally  dif- 
ferent thing.  We  are  not  taxed  by  England. 
We  are  simply  told  that  if  we  do  ceMain  things 
— that  is,  if  we  will  find  a  certain  amount  of 
money — we  shall  then  have  additional  protec- 
tion beyond  what  we  have  at  the  present  time. 
That  the  Imperial  Government  should  be 
called  upon  to  do  more  than  they  are  doing  at 
the  present  time  —  that  is,  to  keep  five  or  six 
war-ships  in  these  waters — is,  I  think,  unreason- 
able. I  say,  under  the  circumstances,  looking 
at  the  agreement  which  has  been  made,  it  is  of 
the  most  fair  and  reasonable  character  ;  and  I 
say  again  that  I  am  very  much  disappointed 
that  we  should  find  an  honourable  member 
stand  up  and  make  the  complaint  that  we  are 
going  into  something  which  we  ought  not  to 
touch  under  the  circamstances.  I  was  in 
hopes  that  this  Council  would  be  unanimous 
on  this  matter.  I  think  it  would  have  been 
very  much  to  our  credit  if  we  had  been  so  ;  and 
I  only  hope  that  the  honourable  gentleman 
who  has  just  spoken  will  be  the  only  black 
sheep  in  the  flock. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  SHEPHABD.— I  ask  whether 
that  is  parliamentary  language. 

The  Hon.  the  SPEAKER.— I  think  the 
honourable  gentleman  should  withdraw  the 
expression. 

The  Hon.  Sir  F.  WHITAKEB.— I  withdraw 
it  entirely  said  freely,  and  without  any  reset- 
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vation  at  all.  Of  course  I  am  at  liber^  to 
maintain  my  own  opinions.  I  have  an  opinion 
on  the  remarks  of  the  honourable  gentleman, 
but  I  will  not  express  that  opinion.  I  do  not 
think  I  need  trouble  the  Council  at  any  greater 
length  with  the  honourable  gentleman's  speech, 
a  great  deal  of  which  was  irrelevant,  a  great 
d^  of  it  unfounded  on  fact,  and  it  was  exceed- 
ingly weak  in  argument.  I  only  hope  that  the 
honourable  gentleman,  when  he  has  a  little 
more  experience  in  these  matters,  will  find  that 
he  has  taken  a  very  erroneous  view.  When 
the  honourable  gentleman  comes  fairly  and 
honestly  to  consider  the  whole  thing  I  have 

Seat  hope  that  it  will  work  a  reformation  in 
m,  and  that  he  then  will  be  able  to  agree 
with  the  rest  of  us  that  we  are  taking  a  very 
wise  course  and  an  honest  one. 

Amendment  negatived. 

Bill  read  a  second  and  a  third  time. 

On  the  motion,  That  the  Bill  do  pass. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  SHEPHARD  said,— I  think  it 
is  due  to  the  Council  and  to  myself  to  say  that 
the  Attorney-General  in  his  remarks  entirely 
misrepresented  what  I  said.  I  did  not  enter 
into  Uio  merits  of  the  scheme ;  I  merely  said 
that  it  appeared  to  me  to  be  inopportune: 
and  I  think  the  same  still — that  this  is  not  a 
fitting  time  for  us  to  deal  with  such  a  pro- 
posal as  has  been  made.  I  guarded  myself 
against  discussing  the  contribution  in  itself.  I 
conceived  it  not  only  my  right  but  my  duty,  as 
a  member  of  this  Council,  holding  such  an 
opinion,  to  express  it ;  and  I  conceive  that  it  is 
a  wrong  and  an  injustice  that  any  member  of  the 
Council  should  be  denounced  in  the  manner 
that  I  have  been  for  daring  to  have  an  opinion. 
I  have  said  no  disrespectful  word  about  the 
Qovemment  of  the  country,  and  I  certainly 
never  dreamed  of  saying  any  disrespectful  word 
against  the  Sovereign  of  this  Empire.  In  all 
that  I  have  said  I  merely  exercised  that  right 
of  free  speech  which  belongs  to  every  member 
of  every  Legislature  in  the  world,  and  I  shall 
exercise  that  right  on  all  occasions  when  it 
appears  to  me  right  to  do  so ;  but  I  shall  oace- 
fully  abstain  on  all  occasions — as  I  have  done 
in  the  past,  during  the  whole  time  I  have  been 
in  the  other  branch  of  the  Legislature  and  in 
this — from  using  an  offensive  expression  about 
those  who  may  chance  for  the  time  to  differ  in 
opinion  from  me. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  RICHMOND.  —  The  logical 
outcome  of  the  speech  of  the  Hon.  Mr.  Shep- 
bard,  if  it  were  to  be  acted  upon,  would  be 
that  we  should  at  once  seek  release  from  the 
bonds  which  now  bind  us  to  the  Empire.  It  is 
quite  true  that  we  have  no  particular  call  to 
involve  ourselves  in  the  troubles  of  the  great 
European  nations ;  but  so  long  as  we  remain 
part  of  the  British  Empire  it  is  perfectly  clear 
that  we  shall  have  no  choice  in  that  matter, 
and  if  we  do  not  ask  for  release  we  are  bound 
to  take  our  lot  with  the  rest.  That  this  is  dis- 
tinctly recognised  at  Home  will  be  seen  from 
a  story  which,  I  believe,  is  true.  Some  com- 
plaint was  maide  by  the  representative  of  one 
.of  the  Australian  Colonies  that  the  whole  of 
New  Guinea  had  not  been  taken  by  the  Im- 
Son.  Sir  F.  Whitaker 


perial  Oovemment,  and  that  the  Oezmaiis  bad 

occupied  part  of  the  island.  In  case  of  war,  it 
was  said,  it  would  lead  to  great  inconvenience ; 
but  the  Secretary  for  the  Colonies,  in  reply, 
said,  "Oh,  you  need  not  trouble  yonrscWes 
about  that :  in  the  event  of  war,  the  first  thing 
we  should  do  would  be  to  take  possession  of  the 
German  part  of  New  Guinea."  Whatever  may 
come  about  in  that  direction  is  mnch  more 
likely  to  be  hetJthy  if  it  is  brought  about  pro 
re  nat&  by  the  obvious  need  of  the  day.  I  think, 
in  the  present  state  of  European  politics,  the 
defence  of  the  colonies  is  a  thing  which  is  re- 
quired at  the  present  hour,  and  for  that  reason 
the  combination  is  a  natural  proposal. 
Bill  passed. 

The  Council  adjourned  at  a  quarter  to  five 
o'clock  a.m. 


HOUSE    OF  EEPEESENT-^TIVES. 
Thursclay,  gSnd  Deetmber,  1887. 


Bed  Hill  Gold-mining  Company— Government  Baal- 
ways  Bill  — Australasian  Naval  Defence  BiU  — 
Education  —  Loan  Bill— Supply— San  Franciaco 
Mail  Service— Mastei-tOD-Mangamahoe  Block— 
Beefton  Town-sections— Bay  of  Plenty  Natives— 
Greyiuouth  Harbour- Appropriation  Bill— A<u- 
traliau  and  Mew  Zealand  Cable— Supply  Bills- 
Business  of  the  Session- Adjounuuent. 

^Ir.  Sfeaebb  took  the  chair  at  twelve 
o'clock. 

Pbayers. 

RED  HILL  GOLD-MINING  COMPANY. 

Mr.  R.  H.  J.  REEVES  moved  the  adjourn- 
ment of  the  House  to  bring  before  the  Govern- 
ment  a  question  which  had  been  placed  on  the 
Order  Paper  referring  to  the  floating  of  a  certain 
Nelson  mining  company.  He  would  like  this 
question  to  be  answered,  so  as  to  have  ventila- 
tion given  to  the  matter.  From  the  nature  of 
the  question  it  would  naturally  be  assumed 
that  something  very  serious  was  hidden  be- 
hind, and  it  would  lead  members  of  the 
House  and  the  public  outside  who  saw  the 
Order  Paper  to  believe  that  this  Nelson  mining 
company  had  some  swindle  at  the  back  of  it. 
Knowing  something  of  this  matter,  he  wished 
to  explain  the  position.  What  were  really  the 
facts  of  the  case  ?  A  certain  number  of 
gentlemen  in  the  colony,  some  living  in  Auck- 
land, some  in  Nelson,  and  others  elsewhere, 
took  up  a  lease  of  land  some  time  ago  for 
mining  purposes  and  prospected  it,  expending 
£3,000  or  £4,000  in  so  doing.  It  was  then  pro- 
posed to  float  a  company  in  London  with  a 
capital  of  £150,000.  The  syndicate  sent  oat 
an  expert  to  report,  Mr.  Price  Williams,  a 
gentleman  of  high  standing  on  the  Lontton 
Stock  Exchange  and  amongst  syndicates.  He 
was  coming  out,  in  connection  with  other  bust- 
ness,  to  Western  Australia  and  New  Zealand,  to 
report  upon  the  coal  and  iron  deposits  in  Ocl- 
lingwood,  and  unofficially  he  was  requested  to 
report  upon  the  Red  Hill  property ;  and  he  did 
report  favourably  upon  it.     The  syndioate  at 
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Home  cabled  oat  to  a  Ann  of  Bolioitors  to  act 
on  their  behalf,  to  receive  a  transfer  of  the  pro- 
perty from  the  vendors.  They,  knowing  nothing 
at  all  about  the  matter,  cabled  Home  to  this 
effect :  "  Red  Hill.  Believe  gold-mine  practi- 
cally worthless.  Government  Inspector,  com- 
mon opinion,  agree.  Strongly  advise  further 
inquiry ;  otherwise  cannot  act."  Now,  in 
doing  that  they  acted  in  a  most  unbueiness- 
lUce  manner.  They  were  asked  by  the  London 
solicitors  to  act  on  behalf  of  the  syndicate  in 
getting  a  transfer  of  the  property,  and,  with- 
out knowing  anything  at  all  about  it,  they 
merely  wired  to  Sir  Robert  Stout,  the  Premier, 
to  get  an  expert  to  report  on  the  mine.  The 
expert  was  sent — Mr.  Warren,  the  person  act- 
ing as  Under-Secretary.  This  expert,  however, 
oould  not  get  into  the  mine.  The  drive  was 
closed,  and  he  had  no  order  from  the  directors 
at  Nelson  to  inspect  the  mine.  He  came  back 
to  Wellington,  and  made  a  report  to  the  cSect 
that  he  believed  gold  did  not  exist  in  the 
ground.  The  firm  of  solicitors  sent  a  report 
Home  to  that  effect.  The  result  was  that  a 
panic  was  caused  on  the  London  market  until 
Mr.  Price  Williams  arrived  at  Home,  and,  con- 
cerning this  matter,  said  at  a  general  meeting 
of  shareholders, — 

"  I  made  a  most  careful  examination.  I 
went  into  the  tunnels  and  satisfied  myself  by 
careful  notes,  which  shall  bo  produced  if  neces- 
sary. I  may  say  I  certainly  examined  it  most 
carefully. 

"Mr.  Ball:  There  is  one  point  I  should 
like  to  be  satisfied  about — viz..  Does  Mr.  Price 
Williams  consider  the  amount  we  paid  a  fair 
amount  ? 

"  Mr.  Price  Williams  :  I  certainly  should  be 
very  glad  to  pay  that  amount  for  the  property." 

He  hoped  the  House  would  excuse  him  for 
taking  up  so  much  time,  but  this  was  really  a 
matter  of  importance  to  the  colony,  aa  a  thing 
of  this  sort  going  abroad  would  have  the  effect 
of  doing  very  great  damage  to  the  mining  in- 
dustry of  the  colony.  This  company  had  been 
floated,  and  successfully  floated,  and  the  share- 
holders in  New  Zealand,  the  vendors  of  the 
mine,  had  never  got  a  shilling,  but,  to  show 
tteir  bona  fides  in  the  matter,  had  taken  scrip 
instead  of  money.  The  question  hod  been  put 
on  the  Order  Paper  by  the  honourable  member 
for  Gladstone,  who  really  knew  no  more  about 
the  Red  Hill  Mine  than  the  man  in  the  moon  ; 
but  he  had  been  inspired  by  certain  gentle- 
men who  came  from  Nelson  to  put  this  ques- 
tion on  the  Order  Paper,  with  the  idea  that  it 
could  not  be  answered  satisfactorily,  and  to  in- 
jure the  enterprise  in  the  eyes  of  the  people  in 
England.  His  (Mr.  Reeves's)  idea,  too,  was 
that  this  firm  of  solicitors  wanted  to  screen 
themselves  from  having  an  action  brought 
against  them ;  for  he  understood  that  it  was 
very  likely  that  an  action  would  be  brought 
against  the  firm  for  a  very  heavy  amount 
before  long,  for  sending  Home  a  cablegram 
stating  that  the  mine  was  worthless.  From 
what  he  had  seen  of  it  he  oould  say  that  it 
was  one  of  the  best  mines  in  the  colony.  The 
company  had  a  large  area  of  land,  and  it  ood- 


tained  all  sorts  of  minerals  besides  gold — it  con- 
tained silver,  copper,  and  lead — in  fact,  Colling- 
wood  was  the  true  head-centre  of  the  whole  of 
the  mineral  resources  of  the  colony.  That 
this  was  the  case  had  been  said  by  Sir  James 
Hector  and  by  every  geologist  who  had  been 
in  that  part  of  the  country.  The  company 
were  getting  some  of  the  best  mining-machinery 
that  had  ever  been  manufactured,  and  were 
expending  £3,000  to  £4,000  in  bringing  in  a 
water-race  for  motive-power.  He  hoped  that 
the  next  time  the  House  met  he  would  be  in 
the  proud  position  of  saying  that  the  company 
was  one  of  the  great  factors  in  the  prosperity 
of  the  colony.  He  was  sorry  the  honourable 
gentleman  was  not  here  to  ask  the  question ; 
but  he  thought  it  his  duty,  in  the  interests  of 
the  mining  community,  to  bring  the  matter 
before  the  House.  The  question  on  the  Order 
Paper  was  as  follows  ; — 

"  (1.)  If  he  [the  Minister  of  Mines]  has  any 
official  knowledge  concerning  the  floating  of  a 
certain  Nelson  mining  company,  to  wit,  the 
Red  Hill  Gold-mining  Company,  on  the  Lon- 
don market,  and  of  the  terms  of  the  prospectus 
issued  by  the  company  ?  (2.)  If  he  has  taken 
any  action  in  the  matter,  or  is  aware  that  his 
predecessor,  the  late  Minister  of  Mines,  took 
action  in  the  matter?  (3.)  If  it  is  true  that 
representations  on  the  subject  were  made  to 
the  late  Government,  and  that  some  member 
of  that  Government  cabled  to  England  about 
the  Red  Hill  Gold-mining  Company ;  and,  if  so, 
will  the  Minister  of  Mines  inform  the  House 
what  was  the  purport  of  that  cablegram  ?  (4.) 
Whether  ho  is  prepared  to  bring  in  a  Bill  to 
amend  the  Mining  Act  by  making  it  necessary 
to  the  legal  operation  of  any  New  Zealand  gold- 
mining  company  working  with  foreign  capital 
that  the  prospectus  of  that  company,  published 
in  Great  Britain  or  elsewhere,  should  have  ob- 
tained before  such  publication  the  approval  of 
an  officer  to  be  appointed  by  the  New  Zealand 
Government?  " 

Mr.  G.  F.  RICHARDSON  thought  the 
honourable  gentleman  had  been  trying  to  take 
advantage  of  his  position  as  a  member  of 
the  House  to  advertise  a  mining  company. 
There  was  nothing  the  Government  wished  to 
withhold.  Ho  thought  it  as  well  that  the  ques- 
tion should  be  answered  now.  The  question 
divided  itself  into  four,  and  the  answers  were: 
(1.)  There  was  official  knowledge  of  the  float- 
ing of  the  company  on  the  London  market,  as 
a  copy  of  the  prospectus  was  sent  to  the  Hon. 
the  Minister  for  Public  Works  by  Messrs.  Fell 
and  Atkinson,  in  a  letter  dated  the  Srd  Feb- 
ruary, asking  for  information  respecting  the 
mine.  (2.)  He  had  taken  no  action  in  the 
matter ;  but  there  was  a  record  of  a  telegram 
in  reply  to  the  letter  from  Messrs.  Fell  and 
Atkinson  by  the  late  Minister  for  Public  Works 
on  the  4th  February,  1887.  (8.)  It  was  true 
that  representations  were  made  to  the  late  Go- 
vernment as  stated  above.  There  is  no  record 
in  the  Mines  Department  of  a  message  by  cable 
having  been  sent  to  England.  (4.)  It  was  not 
the  intention  of  Government  to  legislate  on  the 
question  of  appointing  on  officer  to  approve 
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prospectuses  for  mining  companies  before  being 
published.  It  woald  be  a  dangerous  precedent, 
and  to  a  certain  extent  would  compromise  the 
Government  if  the  company  afterwards  proved 
a  failure. 

Mr.  B.  H.  J.  BEEVES  hoped  the  Jlinister 
would  not  for  a  moment  imagine  that  any 
blame  waa  intended  to  be  attached  to  him  in 
the  matter;  but,  in  connection  with  the  ques- 
tion, he  (Mr.  Beeves)  wished  to  explain  the 
real  position  of  the  company. 

GOVEBNMENT  RAILWAYS  BILL. 

A  message  was  received  from  His  Excel- 
lency the  Governor,  transmitting  an  amend- 
ment in  subsection  (1)  of  section  9,  striking 
out  the  words  "  one  thousand  five  hundred 
pounds,"  and  inserting  "  two  thousand  five 
hundred  pounds  "  in  lieu  thereof. 

On  the  motion,  That  the  message  be  agreed 
to, 

Mr.  W.  D.  STEWART  said,— I  do  not  know 
whether  it  is  intended  to  vote  this  salary,  but  I 
Tenture  to  say  that  it  is  too  large.  It  is  a 
salary  in  excess  of  that  paid  to  the  highest 
officer  in  this  colony,  I  suppose — the  Chief 
Justice  himself.  I  am  quite  satisfied  that  you 
can  get  the  services  of  a  good  man  for  a  less 
amount.  I  really  think  that  a  mistake  has 
been  committed  in  proposing  such  a  large 
salary.  I  entirely  disapprove  of  the  proposal, 
and  am  satisfied  you  could  get  as  good  a  man 
OS  you  want  for  £1,500. 

Mr.  MITGHELSON.— I  am  satUfied  the  Go- 
vernment have  no  intention  of  paying  such  a 
large  salary  if  they  can  by  any  means  procure 
a  suitable  man  at  a  lesser  salary. 

Mr.  B.  H.  J.  BEEVES.— There  are  plenty 
of  good  men  in  the  colony  who  would  be  willing 
to  take  £1,500  a  year,  and  it  is  quite  a  suffi- 
cient salary  to  pay.  As  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Dunodin  West  has  said,  you  will  have 
the  door  opened  to  paying  a  higher  salary  to 
the  Chief  Railway  Commissioner  than  for  your 
Chief  Justice.  It  seems  an  absurdity  and  an 
anomaly  altogether  that  an  officer  in  this  posi- 
tion should  receive  three  times  the  amoimt 
which  his  chief,  the  Minister,  should  himself 
get.  You  can  get  plenty  of  good  men  in  New 
Zealand  to  undertake  the  duties  for  the  sum 
originally  mentioned. 

Dr.  FITCHETT.— It  seems  to  me  that  the  sum 
suggested  by  the  Governor  is  altogether  out  of 
proportion  to  the  work  to  be  done  or  the  napa- 
city  of  the  colony  to  pay.  I  do  not  think  we 
can  get  much  advantage  by  importing  a  man. 
He  would  have  to  unlearn  a  good  deal  before 
he  could  begin  to  learn  the  peculiar  conditions 
nnder  which  our  railways  are  run.  It  would 
be  better  to  secure  a  man  within  the  colony 
who  has  local  knowledge.  I  do  not  think  I 
should  be  doing  my  duty  to  my  constituents  if  I 
consented  to  this  large  amount  being  agreed  to 
by  the  House.  I  shall  therefore  move.  That  the 
amount  be  reduced  to  £1,750.  That  is  an  in- 
crease of  £250  on  the  amount  originally  pro- 
posed, and  is  certainly  fully  adequate  to  the 
dnties  to  be  performed. 

Mr.  O'CONOB. — I  hope  the  honourable  mem- 
l£r.  a.  v.  Biehardtoa 


ber  will  withdraw  that  proposition.  There  is 
no  comparison  at  all  between  the  services 
rendered  by  the  Chief  Justice,  or  even  those 
rendered  by  the  Governor  himself,  and  the 
services  required  of  the  Chief  Commissioner 
of  the  Bailway  Board.  We  must  remember 
the  enormous  amount  of  property  we  are 
placing  in  the  hands  of  this  Commissioner, 
and  £1,000  should  be  no  consideration  in  tho 
matter  of  securing  a  really  good  man.  for  the 
position.  It  may  be  possible  to  import  a  mam 
of  European  reputation,  to  the  great  benefit  of 
the  colony.  I  think  this  is  one  of  those  matters 
in  which  private  members  should  not  interfere. 
It  is  far  better  to  leave  it  to  those  who  are  re- 
sponsible to  the  House.  If  tbey  give  too  hi^ 
a  salary  it  will  be  their  fault,  but  if  they  ar» 
not  in  a  position  to  give  enough  it  will  be  oar 
fault. 

Mr.  PEACOCK.— I  think,  if  the  new  system 
of  managing  our  railways  is  to  be  tried  at  all, 
we  should  see  that  the  circumstances  are  most 
suitable  for  making  it  a  success,  and  I  do  not 
think  the  salary  proposed  is  too  large  consider- 
ing the  salaries  given  to  gentlemen  occupying 
the  position  of  managers  of  railways  in  the  Old 
Country.  It  is  intended,  I  presume,  to  get  one 
with  special  knowledge  of  this  subject  to  take 
charge  of  the  railways,  and  I  think  the  hands 
of  the  Government  should  not  be  hampered, 
especially  as  men  in  that  position  receive,  some- 
times, double  the  amount  proposed  to  be  in- 
serted in  this  Bill. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN.— The  considerations  that 
arose  in  m:y  mind  are  these :  that  we  have  to 
go  to  the  market  to  find  what  we  want,  and,  if 
we  take  the  amounts  paid  to  men  undertaking 
similar  work  done  in  other  parts  of  the  world, 
we  must  at  onoe  recognise  that  the  sum  ori- 
ginally provided  in  this  Bill  is  altogether  in- 
adequate. I  believe  it  would  he  impossible  to 
buy  the  services  we  want  at  anything  less  than 
the  sum  now  proposed.  It  was  with  very  great 
regret  I  saw  the  small  sum  inserted  in  the  Bill 
brought  down  by  the  Government.  I  thought 
that  was  one  of  the  great  blots  of  the  Bill,  and 
I  shall  most  heartily  support  the  larger  suna 
now  proposed. 

Mr.  SPEAKEB. — As  this  is  a  proposal  to  in- 
crease the  salary,  it  ought  to  be  referred  to  the 
Committee  of  Supply. 

Mr.  MITCHELSON.— I  beg  to  move.  That 
the  message  be  referred  to  the  Committee  of 
Supply. 

Mr.  MOSS.  —  We  hear  a  great  deal  aboat 
getting  first-class  men  from  England ;  but  is  it 
to  be  supposed  that  first-class  men  will  surren- 
der highly -paid  positions  and  come  here  for 
even  £2,500  a  year?  What  we  shall  have  to 
do  is  to  take  some  promising  junior  from  soma 
railway  in  England.  A  junior  will  be  only  too 
glad  to  take  £1,500  a  year ;  and  let  us  in- 
crease it  when  we  find  he  has  earned  it.  Alto- 
gether it  seems  to  me  lowering  to  the  colony  to 
send  away  at  all.  I  believe  we  shall  find  in 
the  colony  gentlemen  who  are  in  every  respeot 
able  to  manage  our  railways.  We  had  gentlo- 
m'en  in  Canterbury  who  managed  the  rulways 
well  there ;  they  are  now  in  other  oolonies.   And 
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I  think  we  should  have  no  difScolty  in  finding 
suitable  men  who  would  think  it  an  extremely 
good  thing  to  get  £1,S00.  We  have  had  quite 
enough  of  sending  to  England.  We  should 
only  get  a  second-class  man,  to  be  passed  off 
upon  ns  poor  colonists  in  the  higher  cnaracter. 
Mr.  BBOWN.— I  can  bear  my*  testimony  to 
the  zeal  and  efiicieDcy  of  some  of  our  railway 
officials.  I  have  haid  an  opportunity  recently 
of  making  a  comparison  as  to  how  our  rtulways 
are  worked  with  the  way  railways  are  worked  m 
Great  Britain  and  elsewhere.  I  am  certain  we 
bave  got  as  good  men  in  our  employ  as  we  can 
get  elsewhere,  who  will  be  satisfied  with  the  origi- 
nal amount.  I  shall  not  mention  names,  but  if 
the  management  of  the  railways  were  placed 
nnder  the  control  of  some  of  those  now  in  our 
employment  I  believe  the  railways  would  give 
better  results  to  the  colony.  The  Ministers 
consider  themselves  not  worth  more  than  £800 
and  £1,000  a  year,  and  they  now  propose  to 
pay  three  times  that  amount  to  one  of  their 
officials.  We  call  it  retrenchment.  We  began 
at  the  wrong  end,  and  seem  to  be  sorry  for 
what  we  have  done.  Now  we  go  to  the  other 
extreme,  and  offer  a  great  salary  when  we  can 
find  gentlemen  in  the  colony  to  take  the  position 
for  half  the  sum  proposed  by  the  Government. 
Mr.  KELLY. — I  shall  support  the  lower  sum. 
I  think  there  are  many  promising  rising  young 
men  in  the  railway  service  here  who,  if  they 
only  got  a  chance  of  coming  forward,  would  be 
found  capable  of  undertaking  what  is  required. 
I  trust  the  Oovemment,  in  considering  the 
matter,  will  fully  consider  their  own  officials. 
I  do  not  think  we  should  import  a  man  for  the 
position  if  we  can  find  a  capable  man  in  the 
colony.  This  is  a  sort  of  distinction  I  do  not 
like  to  see,  because  our  Ministers  aud  Judges 
and  other  high  officials  receive  salaries  alto- 
gether inadequate  in  comparison  with  the  sum 
now  proposed  for  the  Chief  Commissioner  it  is 
intended  to  import.  I  trust  the  Government 
will  agree  to  the  smaller  sum,  for  I  think  £1,500 
a  year  is  a  good  salary  for  any  man  in  that 
position. 

Mr.  CADMAN. — Let  us  look  at  the  matter 
from  a  business  point  of  view.  Supposing 
bononrable  gentlemen  were  a  company  and 
were  working  the  railways  for  themselves,  what 
would  they  do  ?  Their  first  object  would  be  to 
get  the  best  possible  man  as  manager ;  and, 
looking  at  the  past,  and  looking  at  the  position 
of  the  railways  of  the  colony,  I,  for  one,  do  not 
think  it  is  possible  to  pick  up  a  good  expert 
in  the  colony  outside  the  present  officials.  I 
am  of  opinion  that,  even  if  a  man  has  been 
working  the  railways  of  the  colony  for  some 
time,  he  has  still  much  to  learn.  If  we  are  to 
take  a  man  in  the  colony,  we  must  certainly 
take  some  Government  employ^ ;  and  if  we  do 
raise  the  salary,  as  is  proposed,  it  will  mean 
that  we  shall  be  simply  giving  an  increased 
salary  to  some  one  now  in  the  Government 
employ.  I  believe  wo  are  paying  the  present 
Qenenl  Manager  £1,000  a  year,  and  if  he 
is  appointed  one  of  the  Commissioners  it  will 
give  nim  several  hundreds  more.  I  do  not 
object  to  bim  as  much  as  some  do,  because  I 


think  that  if  he  had  been  left  nntiammelled 
in  the  management  of  the  railways  he  might 
have  proved  to  be  a  very  good  man,  and  if  we 
are  to  retain  his  services  under  the  new  system 
I  think  it  quite  possible  he  may  be  worth  more 
to  the  colony.  I  do  not  think  we  can  get  three 
good  Commissioners  outside  the  Government 
employ  in  the  colony ;  and,  if  we  are  to  get 
good  men,  let  us  not  restrict  the  choice  of  the 
Government  altogether  to  people  in  the  colony; 
but,  assuming  that  we  do  try  to  get  a  man 
outside  the  colony,  it  appears  to  me  that  the 
amount  of  remuneration  already  fixed — ^namely, 
£1,500  a  year  for  five  or  six  years — ought  to  be 
a  sufficient  inducement  to  many  in  the  Old 
Country  to  accept  a  position  on  this  Board. 

Mr.  PARATA. — I  wish  to  know  why  it  is 
proposed  to  give  this  official  so  much  as  £2,500 
per  annum,  while  our  Premier,  who  has  much 
greater  responsibility,  receives  a  far  smaller 
sum.  Seeing  that  our  policy  is  retrenchment, 
and  that  reductions  are  being  made  in  the 
honorarium  and  in  the  salaries  of  Civil  servants 
all  round,  I  cannot  understand  why  this  large 
salary  should  be  paid.  I  think  there  are  gentle- 
men in  the  colony  quite  capable  of  carrying 
out  the  work  for  a  much  less  sum.  If  we  get 
an  official  from  England,  what  guarantee  have 
we  that  he  will  be  capable  of  performing  the 
duties?  In  my  opinion  the  salary  should  be 
reduced,  seeing  that  the  colony  has  resolved  on 
a  policy  of  retrenchment;  and  I  think  those 
railways  which  do  not  pay  should  be  closed  up 
altogether.  If  we  pay  such  extravagant  salaries 
as  this,  then  the  colony  will  never  regain  pro- 
sperity, because  taxation  has  to  be  laid  on  Euro- 
peans and  Maoris  to  provide  the  money.  The 
Premier  has  stated  that  the  Government  is 
pledged  to  retrenchment  all  round :  but  this 
proposal  is  quite  contradicting  that  statement. 
What  guarantee  have  we  that  this  system  of 
management  will  be  a  success  ?  It  is  quite  an 
experiment,  and  no  one  can  say  what  the  re- 
sult will  be.  I  did  not  think  we  should  borrow 
money  to  spend  in  such  a  manner  as  this,  and 
I  regret  that  this  extravagant  proposal  has 
been  brought  forward.  I  object  all  the  more 
because  nothing  has  been  done  for  the  benefit 
of  the  Natives  this  session,  and  therefore  I 
shall  support  the  reduction. 

Mr.  T  AIPUA.— I  wish  to  say  that  I  fully  agree 
with  what  has  been  stated  by  the  honourable 
member  who  has  just  sat  down.  He  has  said 
all  I  should  have  expressed  myself  on  the  sub- 
ject, and  therefore  it  is  unnecessary  for  me  to 
repeat  it. 

Colonel  FRASEB. — I  regret  exceedingly  that 
the  Premier  has  thought  it  necessary  to  bring 
down  this  proposal.  It  would  be  much  better 
if  the  Bill  were  left  as  it  is.  It  is  ridiculous  to 
suppose  we  can  import  a  first-olass  man  from 
England  even  if  you  make  the  salary  £2,500. 
No  first-class  man  will  leave  England  for  that 
salary,  and  if  you  are  willing  to  take  a  second- 
class  man  it  is  very  likely  you  will  get  a  sixth- 
or  seventh^class  one.  Our  experiments  in  the 
way  of  importing  talent  have  not  been  success- 
ful hitherto.  I  am  perfectly  certain  we  have 
talent  sufficient  in  the  colony  to  manage  oat 
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railways  if  that  management  is  left  free  from 
political  control.  The  next  thing  will  be  a 
message  from  the  Governor  saying  it  is  neces- 
sary for  the  salvation  of  the  colony  to  import 
Premiers  and  Treasurers,  because  we  have  not 
men  among  ourselves  capable  of  governing  the 
country.  I  am  astonished  at  the  Government 
bringing  down  this  proposal,  and  especially  at 
the  last  hour  of  the  session.  I  am  as  certain  as 
that  I  stand  here  that  it  is  a  mistake  to  alter  the 
Bill.  We  have  talent  enough  in  the  country  if 
wo  only  go  the  right  way  to  make  use  of  it,  and 
we  should  not  go  looking  for  big  fish  in  other 
countries  when  we  are  likely  only  to  catch 
sprats. 

Mr.  IZARD. — Sir,  I  shall  support  the  vote 
for  the  higher  sum,  as  proposed  by  Minis- 
ters. It  is  of  the  greatest  importance  that  a 
thoroughly  efficient  man  should  be  appointed 
to  the  head  of  our  railways.  To  get  a  good 
man  we  must  pay  a  good  salary,  and  the 
amount  paid  is  of  no  great  importance  if  the 
man  appointed  has  a  thorough  grasp  of  his 
work.  He  would  soon  save  his  salary  and 
more.  It  is  no  doubt  an  anomaly  that  a  larger 
salary  should  be  paid  to  a  railway  officer  than 
is  paid  to  a  Premier  or  Chief  Justice :  this  must 
be  faced,  and  we  need  not  disturb  ourselves 
about  it.  Again,  Sir,  I  would  suggest  that  the 
Government  may  very  appropriately  appoint  Mr. 
Maxwell  to  one  of  the  inferior  Commissioner- 
ships.  He  is  a  thoroughly  energetic,  hard- 
woncing  officer,  and  his  merits  have  been  testi- 
fied to  by  the  chiefs  of  his  department  on  both 
sides  of  the  House.  Ko  doubt  he  is,  to  some 
extent,  an  unpopular  man.  That  is  the  result 
of  the  system.  He  has  been  hampered  by 
bard,  fixed  official  rules,  and  has  not  been 
allowed  to  exercise  his  independent  discretion. 
I  hope  the  Government  will  take  these  matters 
into  consideration  when  making  the  appoint- 
ment. 

Mr.  R.  H.  J.  REEVES. —  We  have  heard 
some  special  pleading  from  the  honourable 
member  for  Wellington  South  and  Suburbs  on 
behalf  of  his  friends.  Now,  we  have  heard  a 
lot  of  rubbish  about  getting  a  first-class  man 
and  paying  a  high  salary,  and  one  honourable 
gentleman  has  said  that  no  first-class  man 
could  be  got  from  England  even  for  i3,000  a 
year.  Does  any  one  >!\ippose  the  manager  of, 
say,  the  lioudon  and  North-Western  Railway 
or  the  Great  Wesfern  Railway  would  come 
out  here  for  £3,000  a  year?  Certainly  not. 
liOok  at  the  business  they  have  to  do.  I  sup- 
pose there  is  more  traffic  oyer  either  of  those 
lines  in  a  fortnight  than  there  is  over  all  ours 
in  two  years.  It  must  be  remembered  that 
all  our  railways  are  single  lines  — we  have 
no  doub'o  or  treble  lines  —  and  therefore  the 
management  of  our  railways  is  not  nearly  so 
difficult  as  of  those  of  England.  I  am  quite 
sure  we  have  sufficient  administrative  ability  in 
the  colony  if  we  only  employ  it  in  the  right 
way.  I  think  it  is  discreditable  to  the  colony 
to  assume  that  in  a  House  of  ninety-five  mem- 
bers we  cannot  get  a  Minister  for  Public 
Works  capable  of  carding  on  the  Railway 
Department  properly.  It  is  a  most  ridiculous 
Colonel  Fraxr 


thing ;  and  I  say  again  that  if  the  local  i 
agers  of  our  railways  were  allowed  a  certain 
amount  of  discretion  we  could  do  without  any 
Boards  at  all ;  but  instead  of  having  that  discre- 
tion they  are  tied  up  with  red  tape  and  sealing- 
wax,  and  cannot  do  what  they  are  capable  of 
doing.    I  do  not  take  it  upon  myself  to  be  a 

Erophet,  for  a  prophet  seldom  has  honour  in 
is  own  country,  but  I  say  that  before  we  have 
had  the  Board  in  operation  for  two  years 
tkare  will  be  a  cry  to  abolish  it.  Under  any 
circumstances  I  think  we  can  find  within  the 
colony  men  of  sufficient  business  capacity  to 
carry  out  the  duties  of  Railways  Commissioner 
at  a  salary  of  £1,500  a  year.  Even  the  honour- 
able member  for  Wellington  South  and  Suburbs 
agrees  that  we  have  good  men  in  the  colony. 
I  may  say  that  I  think  very  extraordinEkry 
powers  are  given  to  the  Chief  Commissioner. 
Ho  is  to  be  all-powerful,  and  ho  might  as  well 
have  no  colleagues  for  all  the  power  that  they 
will  have.  I  shall  support  tho  proposal  to 
reduce  the  sum  now  proposed  to  be  given,  and 
should  bo  glad  to  see  it  negatived  altogether. 

Sir  G.  GREY.— What  I  would  represent  to 
the  House  is  this :  that  we  have  no  extraordi- 
nary emergency  to  meet  here — no  great  acci- 
dents have  taken  place,  no  great  defect  has 
been  found  in  our  railway  management  except 
so  far  as  tho  fixing  of  the  rates  is  concern^. 
That  is  the  one  thing  in  connection  with  which 
there  has  been  a  grievance.  I  believe  that  as 
able  men  are  to  be  obtained  here  as  you  could 
procure  from  Great  Britain,  and  therefore  I 
hope  we  shall  not  import  gentlemen  to  fill 
these  positions.  I  hope  that  the  House  vdll 
pursue  a  course  which  I  am  satisfied  will  bring 
out  the  latent  talent  in  the  country  and  hold 
out  a  legitimate  object  of  ambition  to  the 
young  men  of  this  colony,  and  prove  that  New 
Zealand  has  men  within  her  borders  quite  as 
capable  of  performing  these  duties  as  any  person 
who  might  be  imported  from  Great  Britain. 
A  short  time  ago  every  Judge  on  the  Supreme 
Court  Bench  was  imported  from  Home  or 
elsewhere,  and  yet  now  we  have  chosen  from 
among  ourselves,  as  Judges,  men  quite  as  able 
as  any  who  were  imported.  We  may  hoi>e  for 
tho  same  in  connection  with  this  Railway 
Board.  And  I  do  hope  the  House  will  give 
the  young  men  of  New  Zealand  a  chance  to 
rise  to  the  higher  positions  in  the  service. 

Mr.  ROSS. — I  hope  that  the  amount  will  be 
left  as  it  is  in  the  Bill — at  £1,500  a  year, — ^be- 
cause I  believe  that  we  can  obtain  in  the  colony 
not  only  sufficient  subordinates  to  carry  on  the 
working  of  the  department  successfully,  but 
also  suitable  men  to  take  the  higher  positions; 
and  I  think  the  sum  mentioned  is  quite  largs 
enough.  There  is  one  argument  which  1  think 
might  be  urged  against  increasing  the  salary 
to  be  paid.  We  are  making  reductions  in  aU 
the  departments  of  the  Service,  and  especially, 
I  hope,  in  the  salaries  of  some  of  the  higher 
officers,  who  are,  I  think,  in  many  instances, 
overpaid.  It  will  be  difficult  to  make  those 
reductions  in  the  salaries  of  heads  of  depart- 
ments if  we  are  at  the  same  time  increasing 
the  amount  to  be  paid  to  the  Chief  Bailway 
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Commissioner  to  so  large  an  extent  as  is  sug- 
gested by  the  Qovemment.  I  hope  the  amount, 
therefore,  will  be  allowed  to  stand  as  it  is. 

Mr.  FITZHEIIBERT.— I  trust  the  Govern- 
ment will  adhere  to  the  former  salary  of  £1,500 : 
I  think  it  is  ample  for  any  person.  And  I  hope 
that  we  shall  get  these  Conunissioners  from  the 
colony.  There  is  too  much  of  a  habit  of  im- 
porting expensive  men  from  Home.  If  it  is  tui 
Inspector  of  Prisons  who  is  wanted,  or  an  In- 
spector of  Asylums,  or  an  officer  of  Defence, 
we  must  send  Home  and  import  these  men  at 
a  tremendous  cost.  There  is  no  chance  given 
to  men  of  ability  in  the  colony.  I  do  not,  how- 
ever, agree  with  the  honourable  member  for 
Wellington  South  and  Suburbs  that  Mr.  Max- 
well should  be  retained.  On  the  contrary,  I 
thinV  that  all  the  trouble  that  has  occurred  has 
been  largely  due  to  Mr.  Maxwell.  But  I  be- 
lieve that  Mr.  Hannay  would  be  a  very  suitable 
man  to  be  mode  one  of  tlie  Commissioners.  I 
think,  however,  that  we  should  not  increase  the 
salary  for  the  Chief  Commissioner  as  is  here 
proposed.  We  discussed  the  whole  thing  when 
the  Bill  was  before  us,  and  decided  that  £1,500 
was  a  proper  sum  to  pay.  I  do  not  see  that 
we  should,  now  that  two-thirds  of  the  members 
of  the  House  are  absent,  alter  the  sum  fixed  by 
the  whole  House.  I  think  it  is  an  unfair  and 
improper  proceeding  for  the  honourable  gentle- 
man to  bring  this  proposal  down ;  and  on  this 
ground,  as  well  as  upon  others,  I  shall  vote 
against  the  proposition  of  the  Government.  I 
hope  there  is  no  truth  in  the  rumour  that  Mr. 
Maxwell  is  to  be  appointed  as  Chief  Commis- 
sioner. If  so  we  might  as  well  not  have  passed 
the  Bill,  and  certainly  I,  for  one,  should  be  very 
sorry  that  I  voted  for  it.  The  principal  object 
of  the  Bill  was  to  remove  the  railways  from  his 
influence  and  beyond  political  control. 

Major  ATKINSON.— I  hope  the  House  will 
consent  to  this  proposal.  It  will  be  in  the 
recollection  of  honourable  membeia  that  I  my- 
self thought  that  £1,500  would  be  found  to  be 
sufficient,  and,  indeed,  I  still  hope  so ;  but  there 
were  a  large  number  of  honourable  members 
whose  opinions  were  well  worth  considering 
who  expressed  the  view  that  the  hands  of  the 
Qovemment  should  not  be  tied  in  this  matter. 
I  then  stated  that  if  the  Government  found 
themselves  unable  to  get  a  man  for  the  sum 
fixed  by  the  Act  they  would  take  upon  them- 
selves the  responsibility  of  giving  a  little  more ; 
but  on  consideration  we  have  thought  it  better 
to  bring  the  matter  before  the  House  at  once. 
I  will  ^int  out  that  the  language  used  is  "  not 
ezceedmg" — we  do  not  bind  ourselves  to  give  a 
higher  sum.  I  think  the  appointment  is  one 
of  great  importance  :  in  fact,  the  whole  success 
of  the  scheme  depends  on  the  right  man  being 
appointed.  I  hope  the  House,  therefore,  will 
see  its  way  to  leave  the  Government  free  to  act 
for  the  best  in  this  matter.  I  can  assure  the 
House  that  the  Government  will  act  very  care- 
fully. 

Dr.  NEWMAN.— I  think  the  question  of 
salary  in  a  matter  of  this  sort  is  utterly  beneath 
contempt  to  talk  about.  In  all  big  companies 
and  financial  institutions  they  nevei  think  of  a 


trifle  in  the  way  of  a  salary,  because  a  good 
man  may  at  any  time  find  out  little  methods 
of  making  savings  in  connection  with  which  a 
thousand  or  two  a  year  would  be  not  worth 
considering.  The  real  question,  I  think,  is, 
whether  the  Government  will  take  sufficient 
care  in  the  choice  of  a  suitable  man.  That  is 
the  real  question;  and  I  do  hope  that  they  will 
give  most  complete  attention  to  this  matter, 
and  not  take  any  man  who  may  happen  to 
endeavour  to  force  himself  into  the  position. 
I  have  not  much  sympathy  with  the  craze  for 
importing  expensive  people,  for  I  do  not  think 
it  has  been  a  success  so  far;  but  in  this 
matter  there  will  be  a  great  gain  in  getting 
a  man  who  has  knowledge  and  experience,  and 
in  that  connection  a  question  of  salary  is  very 
trifling.  We  saw  an  instance  of  that  the  other 
day,  when,  by  the  substitution  of  one  kind  of 
paint  for  another,  a  saving  was  made  to  the 
extent  of  something  like  £5,000  a  year  on  the 
working  of  the  lines.  And  that,  I  believe,  was 
done  by  Mr.  Maxwell,  of  whose  capabilities  the 
honourable  member  for  the  Hutt  has  so  low  an 
opinion.  My  own  belief  is  that  Mr.  Maxwell 
is  a  very  capable  man,  and  that  his  unpopu- 
larity and,  perhaps,  wont  of  success  are  due  not 
to  any  want  of  capability  on  his  part,  but  to  the 
system  under  which  both  the  Minister  and  the 
Public  Works  Department  have  been  subject 
to  political  influence.  Honourable  members 
have  gone  to  them — I  have  done  it  myself — and 
have  said,  "  Oh  t  you  must  reduce  the  freight  on 
wool," — on  grain,  on  cattle,  et  cetera.  There 
has  been  enormous  pressure  by  honourable 
members  to  get  special  concessions  for  their 
own  constituents,  and  many  have  done  it  not 
because  they  thought  it  right,  but  because  they 
saw  that  other  people  were  getting  these  conces- 
sions, and  they  did  not  see  why  they  should  not 
get  them  also.  If  we  get  rid  of  this  pressure, 
which  has  led  to  districts  getting  benefits  at  the 
expense  of  the  colony  generally,  wo  may  hope 
our  railways  will  be  more  successful. 

Mr.  BRUCE. — I  think  a  great  responsibility 
will  rest  upon  this  House  if  it  carries  the  re- 
duction moved  by  the  honourable  member  for 
Dunedin  Central,  because  I  believe  that  the 
whole  success  of  the  scheme  will  depend  upon 
the  introduction  of  a  really  skilled  specialist. 
I  do  not  deny  that  we  have  sufficient  talent  in 
the  colony  to  fill  the  minor  positions,  hut  it  is 
scarcely  likely  that  we  shall  find  here  those 
special  qualities  which  we  wont  in  the  Chief 
Commissioner.  I  think  we  should  look  at  this 
as  a  matter  above  party,  and  that  we  ought  to 
leave  it  in  the  hands  of  the  Ministry. 

Mr.  BLAKE. — I  think  that  the  Government 
should  be  left  entirely  free  to  choose  the  best 
man  they  can  get ;  but  at  the  same  time  I 
must  admit  that,  as  a  full  House  approved  the 
sum  which  is  now  in  the  Bill,  it  is  scarcely 
fair  to  those  who  have  left  that  an  alteration 
of  this  kind  should  be  made.  However,  my 
opinion  is  so  strong  that  we  do  require  a  very 
able  man  at  the  head  of  our  railways  that  I 
am  disposed  to  say  that  the  Government  should 
be  able  to  please  themselves  as  to  the  man 
they  will  choose. 
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Sir  Q.  GREY.— I  should  like  now  to  say  that 
the  speech  made  by  the  honourable  member  for 
Thomdon,  representing  to  us  the  pressure  he 
himself  at  particular  times  has  brought  to  bear 
npon  the  Government,  and  the  great  pressure 
that  was  brought  from  all  parts  of  the  House  to 
bear  on  the  Minister  for  Public  Works,  satis- 
fies me  that  there  is  just  as  much  reason  for 
making  the  Public  Works  Department  a  non- 
political  body  as  there  is  for  making  the  Bail- 
way  Department  a  non-political  body.  In  fact, 
I  tiiink  there  is  a  much  greater  necessity  for 
the  one  than  for  the  other.  Therefore,  if  this 
increase  is  carried,  and  as  weighty  duties  are 
to  be  laid  upon  these  Commissioners — I  do  not 
mean  weighty  in  number,  but  in  importance — 
I  shall  strive  next  session  to  have  the  Public 
Works  Department  made  distinctly  a  non- 
political  body.  I  believe  that  that  will  result 
in  great  advantages  to  the  colony;  and  arrange- 
ments might  be  made  by  which,  in  point  of 
fact,  there  would  be  Public  Works  Councils  in 
various  parts  of  the  colony,  assisted  by  the 
local  bodies,  so  that  really  some  control  would 
be  given  to  the  local  bodies  over  public  works 
in  their  districts.  And  we  shall  in  that  way 
give  a  system  of  local  self-government  which 
we  have  not  at  this  moment.  I  want  the 
honourable  member  who  feels  that,  by  his. 
sitting  upon  the  Government,  he  has  brought 
such  a  weighty  pressure  to  bear  upon  them, 
crushing  them  down  by  force,  and  that  similar 
pressure  is  brought  to  bear  by  other  honourable 
members  to  do  the  same  thing,  to  see  that  it 
really  would  be  desirable  in  the  interests  of  the 
oottutry  that  the  Public  Works  Department 
should  also  be  a  non-political  body,  and  that 
the  change  should  be  accomplished  in  the 
manner  I  have  pointed  out. 

The  House  went  into  Committee  of  the 
Whole  to  consider  the  message. 

IN  COMMITTEE. 

On  the  question.  That  the  Committee  agrees 
to  the  recommendation  in  His  Excellency's 
message. 

Sir  J.  VOGEL  asked  whether  it  was  proposed 
to  put  this  Bill  into  force  at  once. 

Major  ATKINSON  said  it  could  not  come 
into  force  until  the  Government  hod  made  the 
necessary  arrangements,  which  they  proposed 
to  set  about  at  once.  They  would  make  in- 
quiries in  England,  in  America,  and  in  the 
colonies  for  a  good  man  as  Chief  Commissioner. 

Sir  J.  VOGEL.— Then  the  Colony  of  New 
Zealand  will  be  excluded  ? 

Major  ATKINSON.— Not  by  any  means. 

Sir  J.  VOGEL. — The  salary  proposed  is  far 
beyond  the  scale  of  salaries  paid  in  New  Zea- 
land. 

Major  ATKINSON.— We  do  not  fix  the 
salsjy :  the  resolution  says  "  not  exceeding." 

Sir  J.  VOGEL  would  surest  that  in  the 
arrangement  with  the  Commissioners  a  clause 
should  be  inserted  providing  that  if  the  House 
should  feel  inclined  to  resume  the  charge  of  the 
railways  the  Commissioners  should  continue 
to  receive  the  same  salaries,  but  should  act  in 
the  capacity  of  Under-Secretaries  under  the 


Minister.  He  had  been  unable  to  carry  an 
amendment  in  the  Bill  to  that  effect,  but  he 
would  ask  the  Premier  to  take  it  into  con- 
sideration. 

Slajor  ATKINSON  said  that  in  making  the 
arrangement  the  Government  would  take  that 
matter  into  consideration. 

Sir  G.  GREY  moved,  That  between  the 
words  "  the  Committee  "  and  "  agrees  "  the 
words  "  does  not "  be  inserted.  He  was  pnt  at 
a  great  disadvantage  in  moving  this  amend- 
ment, because  honourable  members  who  would 
support  him  were  away  under  the  impression 
that  there  would  be  the  usual  adjournment  for 
luncheon.  He  hoped  the  adjournment  would 
be  taken. 

Major  ATKINSON  trusted  the  Committee 
would  not  adjourn.  The  principle  of  the  mes- 
sage had  been  fully  discussed,  and  honourable 
members  were  anxious  to  bring  the  business  to 
a  conclusion. 

Sir  G.  GREY  said  the  Premier  had  before  pro- 
mised he  would  not  hurry  the  business,  and  he 
(Sir  G.  Grey)  must  protest  against  this  attempt 
to  force  the  matter  through.  Only  on  the  pre- 
vions  evening  the  honourable  gentlem&n  had 
brought  down  the  Midland  Railway  Bill  when 
no  one  was  expecting  it,  and  had  carried  a 
series  of  resolutions,  which  were  not  even  put 
under  the  proper  date  in  the  Order  Paper,  as 
they  appeared  under  the  date  of  Wednesday, 
although  the  Order  Paper  on  which  they  ap- 
peared was  not  printed  till  Thursday.  There 
was  a  great  deal  involved  in  the  question  before 
them,  and  the  adjournment  ought  to  be  granted. 
If  the  Premier  would  not  accede  to  the  request 
he  (Sir  G.  Grey)  would  have  to  speak  until 
honourable  members  who  were  absent  had  re- 
turned. 

Mr.  BROWN  moved,  That  progress  be 
reported. 

The  Committee  divided. 


Atks,  11. 

Blake 

Grey 

Reeves,  R.H.J 

Cadman 

Joyce 

Tellers. 

Fitzherbert 

Marchant 

Brown 

Praser 

Parata 

Noes,  29. 

Guinness. 

Atkinson 

Lav^iy 

Richardson,  G 

Boetham 

Maoarthnr 

Ross 

Buchanan 

McGregor 

Taipua 

Fergus 

Mitchelson 

Taiwhanga 

Fisher 

Moat 

Vogel 

Graham 

Monk 

Whyte 

Hislop 

Newman 

Wilson. 

Izard 

O'Conor 

Tellert. 

Jackson 

Peacock 

Bruce 

Lance 

Richardson,  E 

.  PeEbTson. 

Majority  against,  18. 

Motion  negatived. 

Sir  G.  GREY  thought  it  best  to  keep  the 
salary  at  the  present  amount,  as  passed  by  both 
branches  of  the  Legislature.  Those  honourable 
members  who  had  gone  away  believed  that  no 
change  would  be  made.  It  was  due  to  the 
country,  and  to  those  honourable  members  who 
had  gone   away,  to  see  that  no  change  took 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1887.] 


Government 


[HOUSE.] 


Railways  Bill, 


991 


place.  He  believed  that  if  all  the  members 
were  present  this  proposal  to  increase  the 
amount  to  £2,500  would  be  refused. 

Sir  J.  VOGEL  said  he  would  oppose  any  in- 
crease beyond  £2,000 ;  but  he  was  of  opinion  that 
the  services  of  a  suitable  man  could  be  obtained 
in  the  colony  for  less.  Our  system  of  rail- 
ways was  very  dissimilar  to  that  of  Victoria, 
where,  as  in  Great  Britain,  the  lines  were  more 
costly,  and  converged  on  one  great  metropolis. 
In  New  Zealcknd  the  railways  had  to  be  worked 
from  several  centres ;  and  the  first  thing  a 
stranger  would  have  to  do  would  be  to  learn 
the  local  history  of  the  country  to  enable  him 
to  regulate  the  services  throughout  the  colony. 
He  believed  that  a  fuller  House  would  not  be 
willing  to  go  to  a  higher  amount  than  the  sum 
he  proposed  to  the  Government  as  a  com- 
promise, Gknd  in  his  opinion  it  should  either  be 
dS2,000  or  remain  as  it  was. 

Mr.  GUINNESS  considered  the  time  was 
inopportune  to  reopen  this  question,  when 
more  than  half  the  members  of  the  House  were 
away.  The  Government  had  the  power  in 
their  own  hands  to  make  this  appointment 
without  increasing  the  amount  now.  They 
could  make  inquiries  in  England  and  America 
and  the  other  colonies,  and,  i{  they  found  they 
could  not  get  a  suitable  man  for  less  than 
£2,500,  they  could  tell  the  House  next  session 
that  they  could  get  a  man  for  that  amount, 
and  he  had  no  doubt  the  House  would  vote  the 
money. 

The  Committee  divided  on  the  question, 
"  That  the  words  '  does  not '  be  inserted." 

Ayes,  14. 
Brown  Joyce  Taipaa 

Cadman  Monk  Vogel. 

Fraser  Parata  Tellers. 

Groy  RichardsonrE.  Fitzherbert 

Guinness  Boss  Beeves,  B.  H.  J. 

Noes,  22. 
Atkinson  Jackson  Bichardson,  G. 

Brace  Lance  Taiwhanga 

Buchanan  Lawry  Whyte 

Fergus  Maoarthur         Wilson. 

Fisher  Mitchelson 

Graham  O'Conor  Tellers. 

Hislop  Peacock  Beetham 

Izard  Pearson  McGregor. 

Majority  against,  8. 

Amendment  negatived. 

Mr.  B.  H.  J.  REEVES  moved.  That  the 
words  "  two  thousand  five  hundred  pounds  "  be 
struck  out,  and  "  one  thousand  seven  hundred 
and  fifty  pounds  "  be  inserted. 

Sir  G.  GREY  hoped  the  House  would  accept 
that  reduction.  He  thought  it  was  entirely 
wrong,  after  a  majority  of  the  House  had  de- 
cided on  a  certain  sum,  to  suddenly  increase 
tbat  sum,  in  the  circumstances  that  now 
.existed.  This  had  been  a  session  of  reduc- 
tion of  expenditure,  and  he  thought  it  would 
appear  incredible  to  honourable  gentlemen 
who  had  gone  away  to  find  tbat  as  soon  as 
they  were  gone,  after  coming  to  a  decision, 
that  decision  was   reversed.     Now  that  the 


majority  of  honourable  members  had  gone, 
this  increase  of  expenditure  certainly  ought 
not  to  be  forced  on  the  country.  He  hoped 
the  House  would  insist  on  this  reduction  at 
least. 

Mr.  ROSS  said,  having,  by  his  vote  against 
the  increase  of  the  salary  proposed  to  be  paid 
to  the  Chief  Commissioner  of  Railways  from 
£1,500  to  £2,500  per  annum,  recorded  his  opin- 
ion that  any  deviation  from  the  amount  fixed 
by  the  House  when  a  large  number  of  mem- 
bers were  present  ought  not  to  be  made,  he 
would  not  offer  any  further  opposition  to  the 
proposal,  but  would  leave  the  matter  to  be 
dealt  with  in  the  discretion  of  the  Government. 

Mr.  B.  H.  3.  BEEVES  said  his  desire  in 
moving  this  was  to  show  the  inconsistency  of 
the  Government  and  of  the  honourable  members 
who  were  supporting  them  in  this  proposal. 
A  number  of  honourable  gentlemen  who,  a 
short  time  ago,  deliberately  voted  that  the 
salary  should  not  exceed  £1,500,  now,  owing  to 
outside  pressure  being  brought  to  bear — cmd 
honourable  members  had  seen  inspired  articles 
on  the  subject  every  morning  for  some  days 
— were  prepared  to  vote  for  £2,500.  The  Go- 
vernment were  trying  to  make  this  important 
change  by  nothing  else  than  a  sidewind.  It 
was  most  unfair  to  introduce  such  a  proposal 
behind  the  backs  of  the  majority  of  honourable 
members.  He  did  not  say  it  was  done  in  an 
unprincipled  manner,  but  it  would  be  thought 
so  outside,  and  the  public  would  condemn  the 
action  of  the  House. 

Mr.  MOSS  moved.  That  the  amount  be  £1,525. 
He  did  not  think  the  amount  ought  to  be 
raised.  He  thought  the  decision  should  be  put 
ofi  till  honourable  members  returned  —  those 
who  had  gone  away  at  one  o'clock.  It  should 
have  been  brought  on  only  when  all  the  mem- 
bers available  could  be  present. 

Major  AT£INSON  said  the  decision  could 
have  been  come  to  before  any  honourable  mem- 
bers left  but  for  the  obstruction. 

Sir  G.  GEEY  said  the  Premier  was  not  justi- 
fied in  saying  there  had  been  obstruction.  Any 
obstruction  there  had  been  had  been  on  the 
honourable  gentleman's  own  part  in  requiring 
honourable  members,  most  improperly,  to  vote 
this  whole  amount  at  once,  though  he  knew  a 
number  of  honourable  members  had  left  the 
House.  The  honourable  gentleman  had  availed 
himself  of  that  to  do  an  improper  thing ;  and 
very  improper  things  had  been  done  in  a  simi- 
lar manner  on  the  previous  evening.  If  there 
was  any  obstruction  the  Premier  himself  was 
the  cause  of  the  obstruction.  Ho  moved,  That 
progress  be  reported,  and  leave  asked  to  sit 
again. 

The  Committee  divided  on  the  question, 
"  That  progress  be  reported." 


Brown 

Cadman 

Grey 

Guinness 

Joyce 


Ayes,  12. 
Kelly  Withy. 

Parata  TeHers. 

Reeves,  B.H.J.  Fraser 
Taipua  Moss. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


992 


Qovenvment 


[HOUSE.]  Bailways  BUI.  [Dae.  22 


Nobs,  23. 
Atkinson  Hislop  Bichardson,  E. 

Beetham  Lance  Bichardson,  G. 

Bruce  Lawry  sTaiwhanga 

Buchanan  McGregor  Vogel 

Carroll  Mitchelson        Wilson. 

Fergus  O'Oonor  Tellers. 

Fisher  Peacock  Jackson 

Graham  Pearson  Whyte. 

Majority  against,  11. 

Motion  negatived. 

The  Committee  divided  on  the  question, 
"  That  the  words  '  two  thousand  five  hundred ' 
stand  part  of  the  clause." 


Atkinson 

Beetham 

Buchanan 

CarroU 

Fergus 

Fisher 

Graham 

Hislop 


Ayes,  22, 
Jackson 
Lance 
Lawry 
McGregor 
Mitchelson 
Peacock 
Pearson 
Bichardson,  G. 


Taiwhanga 
Whyte 
Wilson 
Withy. 

Tellen. 
Bruce 
O'Conor. 


Noes,  13. 
Brown  Joyce  Vogel. 

Cadman  Kelly 

Fraser  Monk  Tellers. 

Grey  Parata  Moss 

Guinness  Bichardson  ,B.Beeves,B.H.J. 

Majority  for,  9. 

Amendment  negatived. 

The    Committee    divided  on   the   question, 
"  That  the  motion  be  agreed  to." 

Ates,  22. 


Atkinson 

Kelly 

Bichardson,  G 

Bruce 

Lance 

Taiwhanga 

Buchanan 

Lawry 

Whyte 

Carroll 

Mitchelson 

Wilson. 

Fisher 

O'Conor 

Graham 

Peacock 

Tellers. 

Hislop 

Pearson 

McGregor 

Jackson 

Bichardson,  E 

.  Withy. 

Noes,  10. 

Brown 

Monk 

Tellers. 

Fraser 

Moss 

Cadman 

Grey 

Parata 

Joyce. 

Guinness 

Boss. 

Majority  for,  12. 

Besolution  reported  to  the  House. 

On  the  question,  That  the  resolution  be 
agreed  to, 

Colonel  FBASEB  said, — I  was  astonished  at 
the  proceeding  of  the  Government  in  this  mat- 
ter in  the  former  part  of  the  day :  I  am  now 
perfectly  amazed.  Where  is  all  tiie  talk  of  ro- 
tienchment  we  heard  blazoned  about  by  them 
and  their  party  in  the  previous  part  of  this  ses- 
sion? They  commenced  by  taking  off  a  few 
hundred  pounds,  bit  by  bit,  from  one  end  of  the 
rope ;  and  now  at  this  moment,  when  the  session 
is  at  an  end,  they  add  thousands  of  ponnds  to 
the  other.  The  House,  by  a  large  majority, 
when  a  large  number  of  honourable  members 
vere  present,  fixed  this  salary  at  £1,600 ;  and 


now,  when  all  those  honourable  gentlemen  hav* 

gone  to  their  homes,  this  is  brought  down  as  a 
matter  of  surprise,  and,  in  a  House  of  thirty, 
two,  a  motion  is  CEuried  increasing  the  salary 
from  £1,500  to  £2,500 1  I  think  the  proceeding 
is  most  unconstitutional.  There  is  no  endear 
vour  to  do  what  is  right  here  now,  and  X  there- 
fore satisfy  myself  with  entering  my  solemn 
protest  against  the  proceeding. 

Mr.  MOSS.— I  should  like  to  say  that  I  shaU 
not  vote  any  further  upon  the  question.  I  do 
not  wish  to  waste  time,  but  I  most  express  my 
regret  that  the  House  has  been  forced — that  it 
should  have  been  surprised — into  an  action  ot 
this  kind. 

Mr.  MITCHELSON.— It  was  announced  yes- 
terday in  the  House. 

Mr.  MOSS.— A  number  of  honourable  mem- 
bers thought  it  was  safe  to  use  the  hooz 
between  one  and  two  o'clock,  which  is  always 
the  hour  of  adjournment,  in  order  to  prepare 
for  their  departure  at  seven  o'clock  to-m.orrow 
morning.  I  know  that  several  honour&ble 
members  left  the  House  under  that  impres- 
sion. I,  for  one,  left  it,  and  certainly  ehonld 
not  have  gone  had  I  the  least  idea  there  was 
to  be  this  variation  in  our  invariable  proceed- 
ings, and  that  a  measure  of  this  importance 
was  to  be  forced  on  during  the  usual  hour  of 
adjournment.  That  was  the  reason  why  I  was 
not  here  to  vote  against  the  proposal  on  the 
first  division,  amd  I  wish  to  place  that  reason 
upon  record.  I  returned  to  the  House  just  a 
little  too  late  for  the  first  division,  and  other 
honourable  gentlemen  returned  in  the  same 
position  with  me. 

Mr.  TAIWHANGA. —If  those  hononrable 
members  had  something  to  do  in  the  Honse, 
what  did  they  go  away  for?  I  knew  I  had 
something  to  do  in  the  House — those  three 
Native  Bills.  Although  the  Government  pro- 
mised that  nothing  should  be  done  yesterday, 
I  would  not  believe  them.  I  stuck  to  the 
Honse  till  the  last  moment.  I  hope  there  will 
be  no  more  divisions  and  waste  of  time,  aa 
our  time  is  nearly  up.  I  say  it  is  childish  to 
divide  again  and  again.  I  think  it  is  a  shame- 
ful waste  of  time  when  the  Parliament  is  nearly 
over. 

Mr.  LA  WRY.— I  should  like,  briefly,  to  say 
that  I  was  as  desirous  as  any  member  of  this 
House  to  see  economical  administration  by  the 
Government ;  but  I  -  have  heard  honourable 
members  outside  the  House  declare  ovec  and 
over  again  that  this  Bailway  Board  is  to  be  a 
failure,  and  I  say  in  this  particular  thing  wa 
should  throw  the  whole  of  the  responsibili^ 
upon  the  Government.  Allow  them  to  appoint 
Commissioners  without  let  or  hindrance,  and 
then,  in  the  event  of  a  failure,  we  shall  have 
some  excuse  for  saying  that  the  responsibility 
rests  wholly  with  the  Government. 

Mr.  CADMAN.— Now  that  it  is  decided  fay 
the  House  that  the  salaries  shall  be  increased 
largely,  there  is  one  thing  the  Ministry  ought 
to  look  to  in  these  Commissioners.  I  think  it 
is  likely  the  time  will  come  when  pressure  will 
be  brought  upon  the  House  to  repeal  the  Bill, 
and  I  would  suggest  to  the  Qovenunent  that 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1887.]        Australasian  Navai        [HOUSE.] 


Defence  Bill, 


993 


an  arrangement  should  be  made  with  the  Com- 

misaioners  bo  that  the  colony  will  not  be  heavily 
mulcted  by  having  to  pay  these  GommisBionera 
large  salaries  for  the  four  or  five  years  for 
which  they  are  appointed,  in  the  event  of  the 
Bill  being  repealed.  I  think  that,  in  the  nego- 
tiations with  the  Commissioners,  some  pro- 
vision should  be  made  whereby,  if  the  Bill  is 
repealed,  we  should  not  have  to  pay  them  for 
four  or  five  years  after  their  services  are  dis- 
pensed with. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

AUSTBALASIAN  NAVAL  DEFENCE 
BILL. 
Major  ATKINSON.— Sir,  it  is  a  matter  of 
very  great  regret  on  the  part  of  the  Govern- 
ment that  this  very  important  Bill  has,  through 
force  of  circuinstances,  been  delayed  to  the 
last  day  of  the  session  ;  but,  although  the  Bill 
itself  is  delayed,  no  doubt  honourable  members 
have  given  the  matter  very  careful  considera- 
tion. At  this  period  of  the  session,  and  with 
very  few  hours  before  us  before  wo  conclude  our 
labours,  I  cannot  go  so  fully  into  the  matter  as 
I  should  like  to  do,  and  as  the  importance 
of  the  subject  would  not  only  have  justified, 
but  perhaps  demanded.  Still,  I  think  that  I 
shall  be  able,  in  the  short  statement  I  shall 
make,  to  convince  honourable  members  that 
the  proposal  of  the  Government,  in  asking  the 
House  to  read  this  Bill  a  second  time,  is  reason- 
able ;  and  it  is  one  which  I  hope  the  House  will 
agree  to  with  something  like  unanimity.  This 
measure  appears  to  me  to  be  the  first  real  step 
in  uniting  us  in  closer  bonds  with  the  Old 
CountiT.  I  do  not  propose  to  say  as  much  upon 
this  subject  as  I  could  have  liked ;  but  it  seems 
to  inevitably  lead  to  what  many  of  us  most  sin- 
cerely desire— a  much  closer  bond  of  unity  than 
at  present  binds  us  together.  To  my  mind,  it  is 
impossible  that  the  present  relations  between 
the  colony  and  the  Home  Government  can  con- 
tinue for  a  great  number  of  years.  They  must 
inevitably  either  weaken  or  strengthen ;  we 
shall  have  to  draw  closer,  or  we  shall  have  gra- 
dually to  separate  from  the  Old  Country,  and 
that,  I  believe,  would  be  a  matter  of  great 
regret,  not  only  to  the  inhabitants  of  this  colony 
bat  to  the  Mother-country  herself ;  and,  in 
my  opinion,  it  would  be  a  great  misfortune  to 
the  world  that  the  British  Empire  should  un- 
fortunately be  dismembered  by  her  colonies 
separating  themselves  from  her.  What  I  have 
felt  for  many  years,  and  what  I  have  expressed 
in  this  House  before,  is  that  .the  first  real  and 
practical  step  to  draw  us  together,  and  really 
awaken  the  people  at  Home  to  the  position  of 
the  colony,  is  to  impress  upon  those  people  the 
importance  of  the  connection;  for,  I  take  it, 
the  great  difBculty  in  promoting  a  closer  union 
is  not  with  the  colonists  themselves,  but  with 
the  people  of  the  Home-country.  If  we  now, 
by  consenting  to  this  Bill,  agree  to  contribute 
to  the  defence  of  the  Empire  a  reasonable  pro- 
portion of  the  expense,  it  will  follow  inevitably 
that  after  a  certain  time  the  people  of  England 
will  wake  up  to  the  fact  that  we  are  a  part  of 
the  Empire ;  and  as  soon  as  that  fact  has  really 

VOL.  IiIX^-48. 


been  recognised,  and  we  contribute  a  substan- 
tial proportion  of  the  expense  of  the  fleet  in 
these  seas,  then  the  question  will  be  asked, 
"  Is  it  reasonable,  is  it  right,  that  these  people 
should  contribute  without  having  a  direct  voice 
in  the  question  of  peace  or  war  of  the  Empire?" 
This  seems  to  me  to  follow  inevitably;  and 
therefore  for  many  years  past  I  have  been 
favourable  to  a  fair  contribution  to  the  cost  of 
the  navy,  looking  forward  to  the  time  when 
this  contribution  will  be  recognised  by  the 
people  and  Parliament  of  England  as  necessi< 
tating  the  drawing  of  our  connection  closer 
than  it  is  at  the  present  time.  Now,  some 
people  say,  "  Well,  why  should  we  contribute  ? 
Englemd  decides  questions  of  peace  or  war. 
She  is  mixed  up  with  European  States,  and 
probably  her  quarrel  will  be  on  European 
questions."  Many  answers  might  be  given 
to  this  argument;  but  I  do  not  propose  to  go 
into  the  whole  question.  The  first  question 
to  ask  is.  Do  we  desire  to  remain  connected 
with  England  ?  I  think  we  may  take  this  for 
granted,  for  I  cannot  go  into  the  matter  at 
great  length  at  the  present  time,  although  I 
think  I  could  successfully  show  that  it  is 
greatly  to  the  advantage  of  the  colonies  them- 
selves, of  England,  and  of  the  world  in  general, 
chat  the  colonies  should  remain  united  with 
England.  However,  I  am  going  to  take  this 
for  granted.  If,  then,  we  assume  that  we  ore 
part  of  the  Empire,  then  I  think  we  may 
very  fairly  ask  ourselves,  is  it  not  right  that 
we,  citizens  of  the  Empire,  well-to-do  citizens, 
as  must  be  admitted  on  all  hands,  ahd  better 
able  to  bear  taxation  than  the  larpe  number 
of  taxpayers  of  the  Old  Country — si  ould  con- 
tribute a  reasonable  proportion  t<>  our  own 
defence  in  these  seas?  It  may  bo  said  that 
it  would  be  better  for  each  colony  to  have 
its  own  fleet.  That  is  a  question  which 
was  discussed  by  the  representatives  in  the 
Conference  of  1883 ;  but  I  think  all  thinking 
men  will  dismiss  that  as  an  impossibility — 
as  a  proposition  that  must  inevitably  turn  out 
to  be  a  failure.  If  each  of  the  colomes  were  to 
get  a  ship  or  two  of  its  own,  we  should  soon 
be  in  a  difficult  position.  There  would  be  no 
authority ;  the  ships  would  be  unable  to  meet, 
they  would  be  unable  to  combine  ;  and  we 
should  get  into  this  position  :  that  our  offioeig 
smd  men  would  not  be  up  to  the  mark  when  a 
war  suddenly  broke  out.  There  would  be  no 
promotion.  That  is  a  difficulty  in  all  young 
services.  That  is  got  over  by  this  Bill.  The 
proposition  is  that  there  should  be  practically 
a  part  of  the  Imperial  fleet  here,  which  we 
should  pay  for.  Now,  I  should  like  here,  per- 
haps, to  inform  the  House  what  the  proposition 
is.  It  is  proposed  that  there  should  be  seven 
ships  of  a  particular  class  paid  for  by  these 
colonies.  They  are  of  a  class  estimated  to  ba 
the  best  possible  class  for  the  work  to  be  per- 
formed here.  They  are  to  be  ships  of  about 
sixteen  hundred  tons  displacement,  and  will 
steam  about  seventeen  knots ;  smd  there  are  to 
be  two  torpedo  boats,  to  steam  nineteen  knots. 
It  is  proposed  to  place  three  of  the  ships  and 
one  torpedo  boat  in  oommiasion  during  peooc 
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Now,  the  total  estimated  cost  of  this  fleet, 
building,  fitting  out,  et  cetera,  is  estimated  to  be 
£700,000;  and  it  is  proposed,  aad  was  agreed 
to  by  the  representatives  at  the  Conference, 
•ubject  to  the  approval  of  Parliament,  that  the 
Imperial  Government  shonld  find  the  money 
to  build  the  ships,  and  that  the  colonies  should 
nay  for  ten  years  5  per  cent,  on  that  amount. 
The  colonies  are  also  to  pay  for  the  cost  of  the 
establishment  of  the  four  ships  which  are 
to  remain  in  commission  during  peace.  The 
oolooies  ate  to  pay  the  whole  cost  of  the 
crews  of  these  ships,  and  it  is  agreed  that  the 
cost  shall  not  exceed  £91,000 ;  so  that  the  total 
oontribution  of  the  colonies  is  to  be  £126,000. 
Then,  in  the  event  of  a  war  the  remaining  ships 
are  to  be  immediately  sent  out,  and  are  to 
remain  always  ready.  They  are  to  be  sent  out 
at  the  cost  of  the  Imperial  Government.  In  the 
event  of  loss  in  war  or  by  wreck  the  Imperial 
Oovemment  are  to  bear  the  entire  cost  of  new 
ships;  and,  if  the  annual  cost  of  the  fleet 
should  be  less  than  £91,000  per  annum,  then  the 
colonies  are  to  have  the  benefit  of  it :  so  that 
i*e  know  the  total  amount  we  ore  liable  to  pay. 
It  may  be  said  that  this  is  too  much  for  the 
eolonies  to  contribute;  but  I  think,  when 
honourable  gentlemen  bear  the  fact  in  mind 
that  the  Imperial  Uovenmient  at  present  main- 
tains its  fleet  in  these  seas  at  a  cost  to  the 
Old  Country  of  £240,000  per  annum,  they  will 
see  that  our  contribution  is  not  an  unreason- 
able amount.  We  are  to  pay  for  the  peace 
establishment  £126,000.  There  are,  in  the 
•vent  of  war,  to  be  three  other  ships  commis- 
sioned at  the  cost  of  the  Imperial  Government, 
and  the  cost  of  the  present  fleet  is  JS240,000. 
Looking  at  the  position  of  the  colonies,  bearing 
in  mind  the  great  interest  we  have  in  the  trade 
as  well  as  the  Home  Government,  I  think  it 
will  be  admitted  that  the  proportion  of  pay- 
ment by  the  colonial  Governments  is  not  un- 
zeasonable  or  unfair.  In  fact,  to  my  mind,  it 
is  a  very  fair  and  liberal  offer  on  the  part  of 
the  Imperial  authorities.  Further,  by  the  late 
Oovemment,  and  upon  the  authority  of  the 
late  Government  through  their  representatives 
at  the  Conference,  it  was  agreed  that  two  ships 
dionld  always  remain  in  New  Zealand  waters. 
There  is  some  little  doubt  whether  this  in- 
«lndes  Fiji ;  but  I  do  not  think  it  is  a  mat- 
ter of  much  importance,  and  this  will  go 
on  the  other  side  of  the  account.  I  think 
it  was  very  right  and  reasonable  to  ask  the 
Imperial  Government  to  have  two  ships  in 
these  waters ;  but,  still,  I  feel  rather  ashamed 
at  making  this  matter  one  of  pounds,  shillings, 
and  pence.  We  are  therefore  always  to  have 
two  ships  stationed  in  these  waters.  That  will 
be  a  considerable  direct  gain  as  against  the  cost 
of  maintenance  of  these  vessels,  and  the  annual 
expenditure  upon  them  is  a  very  considerable 
•nm.  The  maintenance  of  the  ships  in  these 
waters  will  amount  annually  to  £126,000 ;  and 
if  we  have  two  ships  of  that  class  on  the  sta- 
tion —  and  no  doubt  they  will  be  here  most 
of  the  time — honourable  members  will  see  that 
we  get  a  very  direct  benefit  paid  back  in  sup- 
plying these  ships  with  ooal  and  food.  I  only 
Uajor  Atkinson 


put  that  as  part  of  the  case,  because  these  an 
times  when  every  pound  of  money  is  of  import- 
ance to  us ;  but  I  know  there  are  honousable 
gentlemen  who  think  our  first  duty  is  eoanomy, 
and  therefore  I  put  it  to  those  honourable 
gentlemen  that  there  is  another  side  of  the 
matter,  and  that  we  shall  annually  receive  a 
very  large  amount  of  this  back  directly  by  the 
employment  of  our  people  in  supplying  coal, 
food,  and  other  things.  Then,  two  naval  cadet- 
ships  are  to  be  offered  to  New  Zealand.  It  is 
very  desirable  that  our  young  men  should  be 
allowed  fair  openings  both  in  the  army  and  navy, 
if  they  desire  that  sort  of  service.  The  reason 
why,  at  this  late  period  of  the  session,  the 
Government  have  brought  this  down,  or,  rather, 
I  should  say,  one  of  the  reasons  why,  although 
so  late  in  the  session,  I  am  asking  the  House  to 
agree  to  this  Bill  is  this :  that  it  would  take 
two  years  to  build  tliese  ships ;  that  the  Im- 
perial Government  have  framed  the  estimates 
to  be  laid  before  Parliament,  which  is  to  meet 
in  February ;  and  that,  therefore,  if  we  delayed 
this  until  next  session,  the  delay  in  the  com- 
menoement  of  the  building  of  the  fleet  would 
be  twelve  months  from  the  present  time,  and,  as 
it  would  take  two  years  to  build  these  ships,  it 
is  very  desirable  that  no  time  should  be  lost. 
It  is  not  taking  the  House  in  any  way  by  sur- 
prise. This  matter  has  been  very  carefully  con- 
sidered by  the  late  Government,  who  agreed  to 
it.  All  the  papers  have  been  before  the  House, 
and  the  country  is  well  acquainted  with  the 
proposals  of  the  Conference,  so  that  we  are 
not  hurrying  on  this  unduly,  and,  in  asking 
the  House  to  deal  with  it  this  session,  are  only 
asking  the  House  to  do  what  is  prudent  and 
reasonable,  in  order  not  to  delay  the  building  of 
these  ships  any  longer  than  possible.  The  oon- 
tribution we  are  to  pay  is  upon  the  basts  of  the 
population  of  the  colonies,  and  our  oontribation 
will  be  in  accordance  with  our  proportion  to  the 
whole  population  of  the  various  colonies.  I 
have  had  a  return  prepared  according  to  the 
estimates  of  the  Registrar-  General,  which 
shows  the  contributions  of  the  various  colonies 
under  this  agreement.  [Extract  read.]  I 
may  say  the  New  Zealand  Government  origi- 
nally, apparently,  proposed  that  our  mmiinnin 
contribution  should  be  £21,000;  but  they  after- 
wards agreed  to  raise  it  a  small  amount,  if 
the  contribution  was  determined  on  the  popu- 
lation basis.  It  seems  to  me  that  the  popula- 
tion basis  is  the  right  one.  It  was  proposed  to 
consider  tonnage,  shipping,  and  trade ;  bat  that 
would  be  too  complicated,  and  I  think  would 
have  told  upon  us. 

An  Hon.  Mekbeb. — Is  it  European  popula- 
tion? 

Major  ATKINSON.— Yes,  European  popm- 
lation.  The  other  Australian  Colonies  agreed 
that  the  basis  should  be  population,  and  so  we 
have  proposed  that  in  our  Bill.  There  is  one 
question  my  honourable  friend  the  member  for 
Christchurch  North  drew  my  attention  to. 
Supposing  some  of  the  colonies  which  had 
signed  the  agreement  did  not  see  their  way  to 
ratify  the  agreement  made  by  the  delegates: 
the  question  then  was,  Are  the  remaining  oolo- 
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nies  to  be  liable  for  the  amount  in  default  ?  I 
think  they  should  not  be  liable.  I  therefore  pro- 
pose to  introduce  a  clause  to  the  effect  that  our 
contribution  is  only  to  be  upon  the  basis  that 
«11  the  colonies  contribute ;  and,  if  the  Imperial 
■Government  is  prepared  to  carry  out  the  under- 
standing with  four  or  five  instead  of  all  the 
colonies,  the  Imperial  Government  should  make 
up  the  difference.  Now,  with  regard  to  the 
.question  of  our  land-defences,  that  subject  is 
intimately  connected  with  this,  and  I  am  not 
{;oing  to  throw  any  blame  upon  the  late  Go- 
vernment. I  approved  of  what  they  did  under 
the  circumstances  in  which  they  were  placed — 
that  is,  that  they  proceeded  with  the  defence  of 
the  four  principal  ports ;  but  it  is  undoubtedly 
«  matter  for  our  consideration  whather  it  is 
advisable  to  continue  to  fortify  and  defend  those 
four  ports.  I  do  not  say  it  is  so ;  but  the  Go- 
vernment are  going  to  take  that  into  careful 
consideration — that  is  to  say,  to  make  one  port 
as  secure  as  possible,  so  as  to  have  a  hatbour 
of  refuge  for  the  ships  to  refit  in,  and  coal;  and 
I  doubt  whether  we  shall  not  find  it — looking 
at  the  great  cost  of  maintaining  these  four 
distinct  ports — a  more  economical  and  wiser 
course  to  concentrate  onr  attention  upon  one 
port  in  order  to  make  it  tolerably  safe.  If  that 
18  determined  upon,  after  very  careful  consulta- 
tion with  the  Imperial  authorities,  then  we 
shall  consider  which  of  the  ports  it  would  be 
best  to  make  safe,  in  the  interests  of  the 
general  defence  of  the  colony.  But  it  is  quite 
clear  that,  if  we  arc  to  maintain  these  ships 
and  get  advantage  from  them,  if  they  are  to  be 
about  here  in  time  of  war  and  be  really  ser- 
viceable to  UB,  we  must  have  some  port  in 
which  they  can  take  refuge  after  action,  or 
come  in  to  refit  and  to  coal.  That  is  absolutely 
necessary.  I  do  not  wish  to  evade  this  qi:^s- 
tion  of  defence,  and  therefore  I  thought  it  my 
duty  to  point  out  to  the  House  what  was 
in  Uie  mind  of  the  Government  on  the  sub- 
ject. I  agree  with  those  who  think  our  main 
defence  must  be  by  ships.  We  cannot  possibly 
defend  onrselves  from  land,  our  coasts  are  too 
extended ;  and  for  external  defence  we  shall 
therefore  have  to  look  to  the  Imperial  authori- 
ties. But  we  do  know  that  some  time  ago,  at  the 
period  of  the  last  Bussian  scare,  the  Bussians 
had  made  arrangements  not  against  New  Zea- 
land, but  to  make  a  raid  on  Australia,  and  in 
the  circumstances  it  appeared  very  likely  that 
it  might  be  successful.  Of  course  that  is  now 
impossible,  since  those  places  have  been  forti- 
fied ;  it  would  be  absolutely  impossible  at  the 
present  time  on  their  then  plans.  But  I  wish 
to  impress  on  the  House  that  we  must  have  at 
least  one  of  our  ports  thoroughly  defended,  so 
that  in  it  the  Imperial  war-ships  will  be  always 
secnre  of  being  able  to  coal,  take  refuge,  and 
lefit.  Sir,  I  do  not  think  I  need  say  more 
now.  The  subject  is  an  exceedingly  tempting 
one,  and  if  there  were  time  I  should  like  to 
enlarge  on-  all  these  points ;  but  as  it  is,  I 
will  simply  say,  in  conclusion,  that  I  do  hope 
the  House  will  see  its  way  to  assent  to  this 
Bill.  It  seems  to  me,  as  I  said  at  the  begin- 
xking,  that  the  passing  of  this  Bill  would  be  the 


first  real  step  to  drawing  the  bonds  of  union 
between  the  Mother-country  and  the  colonies 
tighter.  We  cannot  see  that  at  the  present 
time ;  we  only  see  the  money  going  out ;  but 
we  do  see  that  we  get  a  fair  equivalent  for  our 
money,  because  I  suppose  there  are  very  few 
who  would  say  that  it  is  not  our  duty  to  pro- 
tect ourselves  to  a  reasonable  extent  by  pro- 
viding for  outside  defence  for  our  commerce 
in  conjunction  with  the  Imperial  Government 
in  something  like  a  fair  proportion  to  the 
shipping  we  own  and  they  own.  I  think  there 
are  very  few  in  New  Zealand  who  would  not 
agree  to  that.  I  think  if  we  do  this  it  will  be 
strongly  felt,  after  a  short  time,  that  wo  are  con- 
tributing taxation  without  representation.  To 
my  mind,  that  is  of  great  importance ;  and  I 
think,  when  that  is  recognised,  men's  minds  will 
turn  to  the  necessity  of  considering  how  it  is 
possible  we  can  get  representation,  and  then  I 
think  it  will  be  a  very  small  step  to  the  finding 
of  means  by  which  we  shall  have  a  controlling 
voice  in  this  great  question  affecting  us.  It  is 
impossible,  to  my  mind,  to  escape  the  conse- 
quence of  that.  We  are  not  a  sovereign  coun- 
try onrselves,  and  it  is  impossible  for  a  colony 
like  this  to  be  made  so  insignificant  as  to  be 
allowed  to  remain  neutral.  I  do  not  believe  in 
the  possibility  of  that  at  all.  The  whole  ten- 
dency of  all  the  nations  of  the  earth  is  to  draw 
together  to  form  large  nations ;  and  if  the 
English  people  are  to  remain,  as  I  hope  and 
believe  they  will  remain,  a  very  great  power 
in  the  world,  if  not  the  predominating  power, 
I  say  that,  while  we  have  an  opportunity  of 
laying  the  first  stone  of  the  edifice,  of  taking 
the  first  step  towards  drawing  the  bonds 
between  the  different  parts  of  the  Empire 
tighter,  we  should  seize  that  opportunity.  If 
we  are  not  prepared  to  accept  it  the  oppor- 
tunity will  pass  away,  and  it  may  not  recur ; 
and  then  there  may  come  to  be  possible  what, 
to  my  mind,  would  be  a  terrible  disaster — that 
is,  the  severance  of  the  colonies,  and  the  sink- 
ing in  the  scale  of  nations  of  that  great  nation 
of  which  we  Eure  all  so  proud. 

Sir  J.  VOGEL.  — I  support  this  Bill;  but 
I  think  the  grounds  on  which  the  Premier 
primarily  supports  it  are  very  much  to  be  re- 
gretted. I  snare  with  the  honourable  member 
a  desire  to  see  the  dominions  of  Great  Britain 
federated,  but  I  am  unable  to  see  that  this 
Bill  is  likely  to  promote  that  end.  I  fear  not. 
This  is  not  a  sudden  desire  on  my  part ;  it  is 
an  object  for  which  I  have  worked  many  ycarsi. 
It  is  seventeen  years  since  I  first  took  up  the 
question  emd  published  a  long  letter  in  the 
Standard  in  London;  and  since  then  I  have 
continually  read,  written,  and  reflected  on  the 
subject  of  promoting  the  federation  of  the 
Empire  of  Great  Britain.  But,  although  I  am 
able  to  recognise  that  a  great  deal  has  been 
done  in  the  way  of  bringing  the  colonies  and  the 
Mother-country  more  into  harmony  with  each 
other,  yet  I  do  not  think  a  genuine  approach 
has  been  made  to  ajiything  in  the  shape  of  a 
substantial  federation  of  the  dominions  of  the 
Crown.  On  the  contrary,  I  think  the  impulse 
is  rather  to  federate  different  groups  of  the 
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colonies;  and,  in  my  opinion,  the  federation 
of  these  several  groups  will  not  lead  towards 
federation  of  the  whole  Empire.  When  I  went 
to  England  in  1870,  at  the  time  I  first  took  up 
the  subject  publicly,  the  feeling  was  strong  on 
the  part  of  the  Liberal  party  in  Great  Britain 
that  the  colonies  were  more  likely  to  be  a 
source  of  weakness  to  the  Empire  than  of 
strength.  The  Goldwin  Smith  theories,  in 
fact,  were  predominant.  I  remember  that  at 
the  time  there  was  a  Bill  being  passed  through 
the  Imperial  Parliament  to  give  trustees  the 
power  of  investing  trust  funds  in  British 
railway  -  stock ;  and,  when  I  appealed  to  a 
Cabinet  Minister  to  allow  colonial  Govern- 
ment bonds  as  a  permissible  investment,  the 
reply  he  made  was  this :  "  How  can  you  sup- 
pose that  trustees  in  England  will  invest  in 
colonial  securities?  I  have  resided  a  great  part 
of  my  life  in  Russia,  and  do  you  think  I  would 
not  prefer  Bussian  to  colonial  bonds  7  "  Well, 
Sir,  time  has  worked  out  that  problem,  and  we 
now  know  what  colonial  bonds  are  worth  and 
what  Russian  bonds  are  worth  !  The  first  great 
step  towards  efiecting  a  nearer  connection  be- 
tween the  Hother-country  and  the  colonies  was 
taken  when  Lord  Beaconsfield — then  Mr.  Dis- 
raeli— at  a  great  meeting  of  the  Conservative 
party  at  the  Crystal  Palace,  announced  as  one  of 
the  tenets  of  the  party  that  no  Alinister  of  the 
Crown  who  had  the  welfare  of  the  country  at 
heut  could  be  unmindful  of  the  necessity  of 
drawing  into  bonds  of  closer  union  the  wide- 
spread dominions  of  the  Crown.  A  great 
change  took  place  after  that,  undoubtedly, 
and  the  Goldwin  Smith  theories  are  now 
scouted.  But,  while  a  conspicuous  amount 
of  attention  has  been  shown  to  the  colonies 
during  the  last  two  or  three  years,  it  seems  to 
me  that  a  line  has  been  drawn.  Some  endea- 
vours have  been  exerted  to  make  the  colonies 
more  useful  to  the  Mother-country,  and  to  bring 
them  into  better  terms;  but  a  strong  line  has 
been  drawn  against  their  association  into  one 
federation.  I  ask  myself,  if  there  was  a  desire 
to  associate  the  colonies  and  the  Motber-country 
into  a  federation,  why  was  that  subject  parti- 
cularly and  especially  barred  at  the  late  Con- 
ference ?  That  was  the  case ;  it  was  specially 
barred ;  it  was  specially  prevented  from  being 
considered.  I  am  of  opinion — and  I  think  most 
honourable  members  will  be  inclined  to  agree 
with  me — that  if  there  had  been  a  disposition 
to  federate  the  Empire  the  weak  spot  in  Mr. 
Gladstone's  proposal  to  establish  Home  Rule 
in  Ireland  would  have  been  disposed  of.  I  do 
not  say  it  as  regards  all  the  so-called  Unionists; 
but  at  any  rate  with  that  section  of  them  follow- 
ing Mr.  Chamberlain  the  objection  was  that  the 
proposed  Home  Rule  scheme  shutout  the  Irish 
people  from  adequate  representation  in  the 
Imperial  Parliament,  and  it  was  an  admitted 
fact  that,  whilst  Home  Rule  was  to  be  given  to 
Ireland,  Ireland  was  still  to  contribute  to  the 
Imperial  revenues,  and  yet  was  not  to  have  the 
game  share  in  the  control  of  Imperial  affairs 
that  she. has  now.  Now,  had  the  view  been 
taken  that  it  was  desirable  to  establish  a  federal 
Parliament,  that  objectiou  would  have  been  Btit- 
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mounted,  and  there  would  not  have  been  that 
break-up  of  the  Liberal  party  that  there  wa& 
I  may  be  wrong,  but  it  appears  to  me  that  it 
will  not  be  long  before  an  opportunity  will  occur 
of  testing  the  real  feeling  which  exists.  I  do 
not  think  the  Mother-country  is  far  frcnn  the 
adoption  of  a  system  of  a  more  or  less  protec- 
tive character;  and  when  that  comes  about, 
whether  it  is  called  protection  or  fair  trade,  or 
whatever  name  it  may  go  under,  it  will  be  seen 
whether  the  feeling  in  the  Mother-country 
towards  the  colonies  is  strong  enough  to  cause 
a  preference  to  be  given  to  the  colonies  over 
foreign  countries.  We  know  that  France  and 
other  countries  show  such  a  preference  towards 
their  colonies,  besides  that  in  other  countries 
the  colonies  are  represented  in  the  central  Legis- 
lature. There  is  no  such  system  as  ours  any- 
where but  in  our  Empire;  and  the  time  will 
come — in  my  opinion  it  will  not  be  very  long 
hence — when  the  specific  question  will  arise  in 
England  whether  a  larger  duty  shall  bo  charged 
on  foreign  than  on  colonial  produce.  When 
that  question  is  answered  we  shall  know  what 
is  the  disposition  towEurds  federating  the  Em- 
pire. I  do  not  agree  with  the  Premier  that  a 
contribution  of  the  kind  we  are  now  asked 
to  make  will  lead  to  federation.  And  why? 
I  will  say,  shortly,  it  is  because  it  is  folly, 
both  in  public  affairs  and  in  private  affairs, 
to  give  u\  your  concessions  away  in  the  ex- 
pectation that  other  concessions  will  be  given 
in  return.  Why,  the  step  that  was  taksn 
in  reducing  the  duty  on  Australian  wines  in 
this  colony,  in  my  opinion,  has  shut  out  for 
years  and  years  the  possibility  of  making  favoot- 
able  reciprocal  arrangements.  When  the  re- 
duction was  made  the  other  colonies  hardly 
said,  "  Thank  you."  Instesid  of  making  the 
red;iction  the  basis  of  negotiations,  it  was  ap- 
parently a  concession  made  without  any  return 
whatever.  And,  truly,  I  am  afraid  it  will  be  the 
same  here  with  the  proposed  contribution  fa> 
the  cost  of  the  naval  forces  of  the  Empire.  The 
late  Conference  was  forbidden  to  go  into  the 
question  of  Federation.  It  was  allowed  to  go^ 
so  far  as  to  consider  the  question  of  joint  con- 
tribution to  the  cost  of  naval  defence,  and  no 
further,  as  the  o£Scial  papers  show.  Now  I  will 
say  why  I  deeply  regret  the  remarks  the  Pre- 
mier has  made.  He  discards  altogether  the 
principles  on  which  the  late  Government  con- 
sented to  make  this  contribution.  He  haa 
placed  in  the  first,  in  fact,  in  the  principal 
position  the  question  of  contributing  towards 
the  oost  of  the  naval  defence  of  the  Empire, 
and  Ea}rs  that  he  looks  on  it  as  a  comparatively 
unimportant  condition  whether  we  are  to  have 
two  ships  stationed  here.  Now,  the  attitude 
taken  up  by  the  late  Government  was  this: 
They  found  that,  in  what  they  had  regarded  as 
a  mere  friendly  parley  with  the  Admiral  on 
the  station  when  he  happened  to  be  here,  he 
was  really  acting  from  well-considered  instrac- 
tions  from  Home,  and  that  the  object  was  not 
merely  the  providing,  more  or  less  temporarily, 
for  sudden  emergencies,  but  that  he  was  act- 
ing on  a  deep-seated  principle  to  endeavour  to 
make  the  Australasian  Ooionies  responsible  for 
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a  portion  of  the  cost  of  the  defence  of  the  Empire. 
And  the  view  the  late  Oovemment  took  was 
that,  while  they  would  he  quite  willing  to  en- 
tertain any  proposal  for  a  contribution  by  the 
colonies  towards  the  defence  of  the  Kmpire, 
they  would  not  be  willing  that  the  Australasian 
group  should  bo  singled  out  for  the  purpose, 
but  uiat  it  should  be  a  policy  and  an  arrange- 
ment common  to  all  the  colonies  of  the  Em- 
pire. As  a  compromise  they  intimated  they 
were  willing  to  make  an  arrangement  by  which 
this  colony  would  be  made  the  naval  station 
for  at  least  two  ships,  but  they  were  not  will- 
ing to  come  into  an  undertaking  to  contribute 
'towards  the  defence  of  the  Empire  generally 
unless  all  the  Crown  colonies  and  all  the  con- 
stitutional colonies  were  drawn  into  a  like 
arrangement.  I  regret  that  the  honourable 
gentleman  has  adopted  a  di&ereut  tone,  be- 
cause I  am  convinced  that  he  does  not  repre- 
sent New-Zealand  feeling  in  doing  so.  If  I 
had  more  time  I  would  read  an  extract  from 
the  memoranda  which  passed  upon  the  sub- 
ject ;  but  I  do  not  wish  to  speak  at  greater 
length  than  necessary.  Therefore  I  simply 
say  that  the  late  Government  kept,  throughout 
the  negotiations,  to  the  point  of  their  being 
willing  to  pay  for  making  this  colony  the 
station  for  two  vessels,  but  not  being  willing  to 
enter  into  an  arrangement  which  would  not 
comprehend  the  whole  Empire.  It  is  neces- 
sary to  say  a  few  words  as  to  the  reasons  whioh 
have  led  to  the  recognition  of  the  necessity  of 
increasing  the  naval  forces  on  the  Australasian 
station.  It  is  because  the  Imperial  Govern- 
ment have  disregarded  the  advice  given  to 
them  by  the  honourable  member  for  Auckland 
Central  many  years  ago,  and,  later,  by  various 
Governors,  Governments,  and  public  men,  that 
powerful  and  conflicting  interests  have  been 
allowed  to  grow  up  in  the  Pacific,  and  to  come 
into  competition  with  Australian  and  Imperial 
interests.  And  now,  when  the  Imperial  Govern- 
ment have  become  awoke  to  the  foot  that  the 
Australasian  fleet  is  insulficiont  not  for  the 
defence  of  the  Australasian  Colonies,  but  in- 
sufficient for  the  defence  of  those  colonies 
when  considered  in  connection  with  the  larger 
responsibilities  forced  upon  the  Imperial  Go- 
vernment by  reason  of  the  new  aspects  and 
features  which  present  themselves  throughout 
the  Pacific,  they  ask  the  colonies  to  become 
responsible.  How  far  this  measure  lays  down 
any  such  principle  I  am  unable  to  say ;  but,  in 
my  opinion,  the  only  thing  which  justifies  our 
adopting  the  Act  is  that  the  colony  is  willing 
to  make  a  certain  contribution  for  a  term  of 
years  on  account  of  two  vessels  being  stationed 
)n  the  waters  of  the  colony.  The  late  Oovem- 
ment expressly  stated  that  they  took  exception 
to  the  fact  that,  while  Admiral  Tryon  admitted 
that  the  defence  of  the  Australian  Colonies  was 
insufficient,  yet,  instead  of  making  that  defence 
sufficient,  as  the  Imperial  Goemment  were 
bound  to  do,  they  entered  into  the  question  of 
what  monetary  bargain  they  could  make  with 
the  colonies.  I  hope  the  honourable  gentle- 
man will  appreciate  the  exact  point  I  raise. 
I  think  that  all  parts  of  the  Empire — India, 


Canada,  and  the  Crown  colonies,  as  well  as 
the  constitutional  colonies — should  contribute 
to  the  cost  of  the  naval  defence  of  the  Em- 
pire, but  that  it  is  unfair  that  this  portion 
of  Her  Majesty's  dominions  should  be  singled 
out  for  contribution — that  tho  constitutional 
colonies  in  Australasia  should  be  called  on  to 
pay  when  nothing  is  paid  in  respect  of  Fiji  and 
other  possessions,  questions  in  connection  with 
whioh  form  one  of  the  prominent  causes  re- 
quiring the  presence  of  a  large  fleet  in  these 
waters.  I  shall  now  come  to  the  question  of 
the  Conference,  and,  first  of  all,  may  express 
regret  that  the  Government  has  not  laid  upon 
the  table  the  papers  relating  to  the  subject. 

Major  ATKINSON.— I  think  they  ore  all  laid 
on  the  table. 

Sir  J.  VOOEL.  —  I  have  looked  over  my 
papers  and  I  have  not  seen  them  :  at  any  rate, 
they  have  not  been  distributed  in  printed  form 
amongst  honourable  members.  I  should  like 
to  notice  one  point  in  connection  with  this 
matter  at  the  outset.  The  honourable  gentle- 
man, in  reply  to  a  question  put  at  an  earlier 
period  of  Oxe  session,  as  to  whether  the  gentle- 
men who  represented  New  Zealand  had  mode 
any  report,  replied  in  the  negative.  I  think 
that  the  real  fact  of  the  matter  was  this :  that, 
with  a  view  of  having  something  like  a  unani- 
mous report,  care  was  taken  to  send  out  a 
voluminous  account  of  what  took  place  at  the 
Conference  —  of  everything,  in  fact,  short  of 
allowing  the  publication  of  confidential  particu- 
lars regarding  the  condition  of  Her  Majesty's 
navy  ;  and  therefore  the  gentlemen  who  repre- 
sented New  Zealand,  being  parties  to  this  re- 
port, satisfied  all  that  could  be  asked  of  them 
in  the  way  of  giving  full  information  to  the 
colony  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Conference. 
And  now.  Sir,  I  wish  to  say  a  few  words  with 
regard  to  the  action  of  the  gentlemen  who 
represented  New  Zealand.  I  may  remark  that 
the  Premier  omitted  all  reference  to  them 
in  his  speech,  arising,  perhaps,  from  the  cir- 
cumstance that  he  laid  so  little  stress  upon 
that  particular  point  in  the  proceedings  to 
which  I  am  about  to  refer,  and  which,  to  me, 
seems  to  most  signally  merit  the  gratitude  of 
the  colony.  When  we  agreed  that  our  repre- 
sentatives should  appear  for  us,  it  was  on  tho 
distinct  understanding  that  they  would  not 
assent  to  any  arrangements  under  which  Aus- 
tralasia would  be  called  upon  to  contribute 
towards  the  cost  of  the  Imperial  fleet  unless 
there  was  a  specific  provision  that  two  vessels 
were  to  be  located  on  the  New  Zealand  coast ; 
and  I  have  to  state  that  I  think  it  due  to  the 
gentlemen  who  represented  us — Sir  F.  Dillon 
Bell  and  Sir  William  Fitzherbert — to  say  that 
they  showed  great  ability  and  very  great  skill  in 
reconciling  the  other  oolonies  to  this  condition 
being  granted  solely  to  New  Zealand.  I  must 
confess  that  I  was  amazed  they  were  able  to 
do  so ;  for,  although  we  constantly  insisted  on 
this  point,  we  received  no  sympathy  worth 
mentioning  from  Admiral  Tryon,  and  I  had 
little  hope  that  our  representatives  would  be 
suocessfal  in  carrying  it.  That  they  did  so, 
and  did  it  so  well  that  we  had  seveial  of  the 
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other  colonies  very  generously  supporting  the 
proposal  instead  of  opposing  it,  is  a  proof  of 
the  admirable  manner  in  irhich  our  repre- 
sentatives disohaiged  their  duty.  I  may  add, 
from  information  I  have  received  from  our 
representatives,  that  several  of  the  other  colo- 
nies vied  with  each  other  in  generously  sup- 
porting the  proposition,  to  which  we  might  not 
unnaturally  have  expected  their  opposition.  I 
mention  this  because  I  consider  that  the  Com- 
missioners who  represented  us  at  the  Confer- 
ence arc  entitled  to  be  specially  thanked  for 
their  services,  both  as  regards  the  special  point 
to  which  I  have  alluded  and  generally.  We 
had  only  received  intimation  of  the  comple- 
tion of  the  Conference  just  at  the  time  when 
the  Government  were  resigning,  and  we  had  not 
the  opportunity  of  thinking  our  representa- 
tives ;  but  I  think  it  is  a  matter  which  devolves 
on  the  present  Government,  and  I  hope  that  it 
is  only  necessary  for  me  to  call  attention  to  the 
matter  to  induce  the  Government  to  look  into 
it  and  consider  it.  I  should  further  observe 
this :  that,  although  one  gentleman  who  acted 
as  a  Commissioner  for  New  Zealand  went 
Home  for  the  purpose  of  taking  a  holiday, 
insteaid  of  taking  that  holiday  he  devoted  him- 
self to  the  work  of  the  Conference;  and  I 
have  no  doubt  he  was  put  to  much  additional 
expense,  and  that,  having  to  return  as  he  did 
at  so  short  a  notice,  he  did  not  have  that  time 
at  his  disposal  it  was  his  intention  to  have 
when  he  left  New  Zealand.  And  I  think  it 
would  be  a  graceful  act  on  the  part  of  the  Go- 
vernment to  ascertain  what  additional  expense 
that  gentleman  was  put  to  and  what  loss  he 
sustained,  and  to  reimburse  him  accordingly. 
I  shall  now  come  to  the  point  of  the  Bill 
itself.  I  am  not  satisfied  with  the  way  in 
which  the  Bill  is  drawn.  I  know  that  the 
Government  have  had  some  difficulty,  because 
the  Home  Government  wished  the  agreement 
to  be  embodied  in  a  schedule  to  the  Bill ;  yet 
the  late  Government  laid  particular  stress,  in 
fact,  insisted,  on  this  point :  that  the  colony 
should  not  be  responsible  for  the  withdrawal  of 
other  colonies.  But,  as  the  Bill  is  now  worded, 
its  effect  is  to  make  it  responsible.  And  I  do 
hope — although  I  find  it  difficult  to  get  the  Go- 
vernment to  listen  to  suggestions  coming  from 
me — that  they  will  allow  amendments  to  be 
made  in  clause  S  which  will  remove  all  doubt 
on  the  subject.  The  agreement  is  with  a  cer- 
tain number  of  colonies — New  South  Wales, 
Tasmania,  South  Australia,  New  Zealand,  Vic- 
toria, Queensland,  and  Western  Australia— and 
the  proportion  is  only  to  be  voted  in  the  case 
of  the  others  all  agreeing  to  it.  But  the  3rd 
clause  says, — 

"  In  each  of  the  ten  years  during  which  the 
said  agreement  shall  be  in  force  there  shall  be 
issued  and  paid  to  Her  Majesty,  out  of  the 
Consolidated  Fund,  for  the  purpose  of  the  said 
agreement,  a  sum  bearing  the  same  proportion 
to  the  total  amount  payable  under  Article  VII. 
of  the  said  agreement  as  the  population  of 
New  Zealand  bears  to  the  total  population  of 
the  Australasian  Colonies  whose  Governments 
are  parties  to  the  said  agreement." 
Sir  J.  Vogel 


This  will  let  in,  in  my  opinion,  only  thos» 
Governments  whose  Parliaments  ratify  the- 
agreement;  for  it  is  not  sufficient  for  a  Go- 
vernment to  say  that  it  is  favourable :  it  re- 
quires to  be  ratified  by  Parliament;  and  we 
know  that  in  one  case — that  of  Queensland — 
the  Parliament  has  refused  to  ratify  the  agree- 
ment. Now,  Sir,  I  would  ask  the  honourable 
gentleman 

Major  ATKINSON.  —  Perhaps  the  honour- 
able gentleman  did  not  hear  me  state  that  I 
intend  to  propose  an  amendment  in  this  direc- 
tion, and  that  I  have  a  clause  ready  which  will 
make  it  perfectly  clear. 

Sir  J.  VOGEL.— I  am  obliged  to  the  honour- 
able gentleman.  I  am  sorry  I  did  not  hear  it. 
I  am  glad  that  will  be  the  case.  Then,  I  think 
we  should  adopt  the  Act  as  amended,  but  with 
this  further  point  made  cleeur.  I  have  no  doubt 
that  when  the  honourable  gentleman  commn- 
nicates  the  decision  to  the  Imperial  Govern- 
ment he  will  say  something  upon  the  ques- 
tion of  the  size  of  the  vessels.  I  am  not  sure, 
under  the  agreement  as  it  stands,  whether  the 
letter  of  the  agreement  would  not  be  met  by 
appointing  small  vessels  here — two  vessels  as 
small  as  the  one  which  lately  visited  here,  per- 
haps smaller.  But  that  is  not  the  meaning 
of  the  clause;  and  I  have  no  doubt  that  the 
honourable  gentleman  will  think  it  desirable 
to  point  out  that  what  is  meant  is  that  there 
should  be  placed  in  these  waters  two  vessels  at 
suitable  character  and  tonnage.  I  have  only 
to  say,  in  conclusion,  that,  while  I  share  wiu 
the  honourable  gentleman  the  hope  that  this 
measure  will  lesid  to  federation — which,  I  agree 
with  him,  will  be  to  the  benefit  not  only  of  the 
Empire,  but  of  the  world  in  general — yet  I  fail 
to  see  any  practical  steps  being  taken  in  that 
direction ;  whilst,  year  after  year,  as  these  colo- 
nies improve  in  size  and  resources,  they  will 
be  less  inclined  to  abandon  the  independence 
which  they  now  enjoy,  and  which  undoubtedly, 
to  a  certain  extent,  they  would  have  to  aban- 
don if  they  agreed  to  come  into  a  common 
federation.  Whilst  the  feeling  towards  the 
colonies  is  certainly  becoming  more  favourable 
than  it  formerly  was,  yet  the  colonies  have 
grown  and  are  growing  so  rapidly  that  the  dif- 
ficulty will  perhaps  consist  not  of  the  Mother- 
country  being  reluctant  to  draw  more  closely 
the  bonds  of  union  between  herself  and  her 
colonies,  but  of  the  colonies  being  unwilling  to 
enter  into  an  irrevocable  federation :  and  nnlesa 
it  is  irrevocable  it  is  merely  a  passing  agree- 
ment. However,  Sir,  perhaps  neither  the 
honourable  member  nor  myself  will  live  to 
know  whose  prophecy  is  correct.  I  will  con- 
clude by  expressmg  the  hope  that  this  Bill  wiU 
be  passed  as  unanimously  as  possible. 

Mr.  HUTCHISON.— Both  the  leader  of  the 
House  and  the  leader  of  the  Opposition  have 
agreed  in  de.scribing  this  measure  as  a  most 
important  one,  and  surely  it  would  be  impos- 
sible to  exaggerate  the  importance  of  it ;  bat 
that  is  only,  to  my  mind,  an  argument  agshinat 
proceeding  with  the  measure  at  this  stage  of  the 
session.  It  is  not  in  any  sense  complimentary 
either  to  the  Parliament  of  New  Zealand  or 
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to  the  Parliament  of  Great  Britain  that  we 
should  hurry  over  the  consideration  oi  this 
great  measure.  The  subject  is  one  which  must 
aSeot  the  destinies  of  the  colony  in  almost 
every  conceivable  way.  Two-thirds  of  the  mem- 
bers of  this  Honse  have  already  left. 

Major  ATKINSON.  —  They  have  all  paired 
one  way  or  the  other. 

Mr.  HUTCHISON.— I  do  not  know  that  the 
mere  pairing  is  in  any  sense  in  point.  The 
fact  of  honourable  members  having  paired  is 
hardly  a  good  reason  for  going  on  with  the 
BiU,  if  tibis  is  in  any  sense  a  deliberative 
Assembly.  If  this  is  a  mechanical  House,  to 
be  worked  by  party  or  by  private  or  concealed 
arrangement,  then  this  pairing  may  be  a  very 
good  answer  to  my  objection  ;  but  if  this  House 
IS,  as  an  Assembly  ought  to  be,  a  deliberative 
body,  and  one  in  which  arguments  are  with 
care  to  t>e  submitted  and  with  care  to  be 
considered,  then  the  Premier's  rejoinder  is  no 
answer  whatever  to  my  objection  that  this  is 
not  a  fitting  time  for  this  great  measure  to  be 
passed.  I  say  that  two-thirds  of  the  members 
have  left  without  having  considered  this  BiU ; 
there  is  barely  a  quorum  present  hero  to-day 
to  discuss  this  national  question,  and  within 
a  few  hours  it  is  desired  to  pass  it  into 
law.  Of  coarse  the  Premier  deprecates  dis- 
cussion; but  in  doing  so  he  pays  no  compli- 
ment whatever  to  this  House.  To  pass 
this  measure  now  would  be  to  commit  the 
colony  to  a  very  grave  position,  and  I  sub- 
mit that  it  would  be  no  mark  of  respect  to 
Oreat  Britain  that  we  should  lay  at  the 
foot  of  the  Throne  any  tribute  such  as  this, 
wrung  from  an  exhausted  minority.  I  have 
computed  that  fr6m  this  time  on  Monday 
last  the  members  of  this  House  who  have  been 
attending  to  their  duty  as  members  of  the 
Honse  and  to  their  duty  as  members  of  Com- 
mittees have  had,  out  of  seventy-two  hours,  only 
some  twelve  hours  to  restore  their  exhausted 
energies  by  sleep.  That  means.  Six,  that  we 
have  been  working  at  high-pressure  for  the  last 
three  or  four  days  ;  and  you  have  only  to  look 
round  this  House  to  see  honourable  members 
trying  to  snatch  sleep  whUe  attending  to  their 
duties.  And  it  is  under  these  circumstanoes 
that  we  are  asked  to  pass  a  measure  which  will 
mould  the  destinies  of  this  colony  for  many 
years  to  come.  This  reminds  one  almost  irre- 
sistibly of  the  passage  in  English  history  which 
is  recorded  by  Kinglake — how  in  June,  1854,  the 
Dnke  of  Newcastle  went  down  to  Richmond, 
and  at  Pembroke  Lodge  had  a  meeting  of  the 
Cabinet,  at  which  he  submitted  the  despatch 
that  committed  England  to  the  Crimean  war. 
The  historiem  describes  that  it  was  evening,  a 
summer  evening,  and  the  Duke  began  to  read 
his  despatch  amid  the  nodding  heads  of  his 
ooUeagues,  who  had — somewhat  like  the  ex- 
perience of  hononrable  members  here — been 
going  through  nights  of  wakeful  hours  in  the 
session  of  Parliament  which  was  then  sitting  ; 
and  the  legend  runs  that  the  members  of  the 
Cabinet  were  soon  lulled  to  sleep,  and  gave 
assent  without  hearing  or,  at  any  rate,  ap- 
preciating the  gravity  of  the  despatch.     He 


records  how,  for  a  moment,  the  tumbling  of  a 
chair  interrupted  the  reading.  Here  there  is 
no  such  sound,  unless  it  be  that  of  honour- 
able members  audibly  addressing  themselves 
to  sleep.  The  result  of  that  despatch  was  to 
make  history,  one  might  say,  to  be  almost 
written  in  blood  for  the  next  three  years.  No 
such  consequenoi.',  it  is  to  be  hoped,  will 
follow  the  passing  of  this  measure,  if  it  do 
pass ;  but,  nevertheless,  it  must  have  a  very 
serious  effect  upon  the  future  of  this  colony. 
The  Premier  has  given  us  details  of  the  expen- 
diture to  which  this  BiU  will  commit  New  Zea- 
land. The  whole  amount  being,  among  the 
colonics,  £126,000,  our  proportion  will  be  about 
£21,000,  and  for  that  we  are  to  get  seven  more 
vessels  to  the  present  squadron,  which  in- 
cludes only  one  second-class  armour-clad  vessel, 
the  others  being  mere  sloops  such  as  we  have 
seen  lately  here ;  and  there  is  the  special  pro- 
vision, which  the  Premier  referred  to  almost 
with  an  apology,  that  two  of  the  vessels  should 
lie,  when  not  commissioned,  in  some  one  of 
the  ports  of  New  Zealand.  But  that  is  really 
no  inducement  whatever  to  reconcile  us  to  this 
measure ;  it  is  a  mere  bagatelle.  What  does 
this  Bill  moan  to  us — the  passing  of  this  mea- 
sure? The  Premier  has  candidly  admitted 
that  we  must  at  least  fortify  one  port  as  a  har- 
bour of  refuge  into  which  these  men-of-war  may 
run.  That,  as  it  seems  to  me,  means  tha% 
the  colony — for  the  purposes  of  this  squodrcm — 
must  incur  an  annual  expense  of  a  consider- 
able amount  beyond  what,  in  ordinary  circum- 
stances, she  would  require  to  garrison  the  ports 
already  partially  fortified,  if  only  for  the  pur- 
pose of  preventing  the  ordnance  and  stores  that 
are  there  from  becoming  deteriorated.  That 
means  a  great  deal,  and  it  seems  to  me 
that  it  is  to  subordinate  New  Zealand  to  the 
fleet,  instead  of  subordinating  the  fleet  to  New 
Zealand.  Now,  the  Premier  has,  in  his  con- 
fident way,  explained  the  necessity  for  some 
provision  such  as  is  indicated  in  the  BUI.  He 
has,  curiously  enough,  asked  us  to  unite  with 
him  in  laying  tlio  first  stone,  which  stone.  Sir, 
is  for  the  purpose  of  drawing  closer  the  bonds 
— however  that  may  be — which  unite  us  with 
the  Mother-country.  It  is  a  simile  which  fitly 
indicates  the  measure — it  is  a  stone  to  draw 
closer  the  bonds  that  unite  us  with  the 
Mother-country.  But  I  have  never  known  any 
stone  which  would  have  any  such  effect. 

Major  ATKINSON.— I  did  not  use  the  word 
"  stone." 

Mr.  HUTCHISON.— I  took  the  words  down. 
Sir,  he  invited  us  to  unite  in  laying  the  first 
stone  for  the  purpose  of  drawing  closer  the 
bonds  that  unite  us  with  the  Mother-country. 
It  was  a  vei^  curious  but,  as  I  think,  a  very 
apt  illustration  indeed.  The  Premier,  inferen- 
tially,  somewhat  deprecated  members  of  this 
House,  who  are  inexperienced,  discussing  the 
details  of  this  great  scheme,  and  to  that  extent 
he  perhaps  seeks  to  awe  the  House  with  his 
military  title.  Although  it  is  no  disparage- 
ment to  the  gallant  Premier  that  he  won 
his  spurs  as  a  "bushranger," — I  have  often 
thought  the  term  was  a  very  equivocal  one. 
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but  that  ia  what  I  undentand  he  was  called, 
and  there  were  corps  other  than  the  Taranaki 
Bushrangers  which  went  under  a  similar 
designation,  —  although  the  gallant  Premier 
may  thus  have  an  amplitude  of  military  know- 
ledge, still  I  believe  it  to  be  tlie  duty  of  mem- 
bers of  this  House,  according  to  their  lights,  to 
endeavour  to  obttun  information  bearing  on 
any  subject  that  comes  before  them,  and,  on 
their  own  responsibility,  to  endeavour  to  form 
an  opinion  upon  it.  On  these  lines,  I  should 
ask  the  assistance  of  the  Admiral  who  lately 
<'ommanded  on  the  Australasian  station — Ad- 
miral Try  on — to  show  that  it  is  not  enough, 
if  we  commit  ourselves  to  this  scheme,  that 
we  should  fortify  one  port.  It  is  necessary, 
according  to  the  Admiral,  that  we  should  be 
equipped  at  all  points  to  resist  an  attacking 
squadron.  I  would  refer  honourable  members 
to  the  memorandum  of  Admiral  Tryon,  dated 
the  27th  March,  1885,  to  be  found  in  the 
Appendices  to  the  Journals  of  lost  session. 
Vol.  I.,  A.-6,  page  15,  where,  referring  to  a 
hostile  squadron  approaching  the  coast,  he 
says, — 

*'  To  render  an  attack  from  the  first-named 
futile,  and,  if  possible,  to  render  the  task  so 
improbable  of  success  that  no  one  would  con- 
template the  undertaking,  a  local  defence  is 
called  into  existence ;  but,  while  it  was  not 
very  costly  to  protect  our  homes,  they  do  not, 
and  they  could  not,  help  to  drive  off  cruisers 
such  as  could  prey  upon  ua.  We  must  there- 
fore provide  the  means  whereby  they  may  be 
captured,  if  possible;  if  not,  at  all  events  driven 
off  our  coast." 

That  is  the  conclusion  of  the  Admiral  in  dis- 
cussing the  question  out  of  which  this  Bill  has 
arisen ;  so  that  it  is  not  enough  that  one  port 
should  be  fortified  for  the  purpose  of  repelling 
these  vessels,  but,  according  to  the  Admiral, 
the  whole  of  the-colony  should  be  placed  in  a 
position  of  efScient  defence.  It  is  quite  easy  for 
Victoria,  with  its  single  port ;  it  is  easy  for  New 
South  Wales  with  its  two  ports,  Newcastle  and 
Port  Jackson ;  and  it  is  easy  for  Tasmania,  with 
her  one  or  two  ports,  to  defend  themselves 
without  very  great  expense;  but  what  is  the 
position  of  New  Zealand,  an  isolated  colony 
lying  far  away  from  communication  other  than 
the  telegraph,  which  would  be  sure  to  be  cut? 
We  know  that  the  fortifying  of  one  port  would 
not  be  sufficient  for  the  purpose  indicated  by 
the  Admiral.  What  would  be  the  purpose  of 
an  attacking  squadron  or  cruiser  coming  to 
these  waters  ?  It  has  been  generally  supposed 
that  the  mission  would  be  plunder.  Now,  as  it 
seems  to  me,  that  would  he  a  very  subordinate 
part  of  the  mission,  if  it  were  a  part  at  all. 
The  object  of  on  enemy  of  England  in  at- 
tacking any  of  her  colonies  would  be  to  inflict 
a  wound  upon  the  honour  of  England,  which 
would  be  far  more  valuable  to  the  country  that 
sent  the  cruiser  or  the  squadron  than  any 
bullion  that  oould  be  carried  away.  Con- 
sequently, if  this  colony  is  to  commit  itself 
to  a  scheme  of  naval  defence,  it  must  con- 
template the  defending  of  all  its  vulner- 
-able  harbours  against  predatory  cruisers.  In 
Mr.  Hutchison 


that  sense,  this  qnestion  is  a  most  momen- 
tous one,  for  it  means  not  only  a  contribution 
of  £21,000  a  year  to  England,  but  it  means, 
further,  that  the  defences  existing  should  bo 
efiScicntly  equipped  and  miuined.  Last  year  the 
manning  of  our  defences  cost  the  colony  some 
dB40,000,  and,  assuming  that  the  greatest  eco- 
nomy is  to  be  exercised  in  the  maintenance  of 
these  defences  in  the  future,  the  cost  cannot 
be  much  less  than  this  contribution,  or  some- 
thing like  another  £21,000  or  £25,000  a  year. 
But  that  is  not  all.  Supposing  war  were  de- 
clared, either  by  or  against  Great  Britain,  would 
that  expenditure  be  sufficient  for  this  colony  ? 
Not  at  all.  The  fact  of  having  committed  our- 
selves to  this  scheme  would  also  commit  ns, 
as  far  as  we  could  provide  it,  to  the  efficient 
defence  and  equipment  of  these  fortifications ; 
so  that,  if  such  another  panic  arose  as  oo- 
curred  a  few  years  ago,  it  would  mean  an  extra 
expenditure  of  at  least  half  a  million  from  this 
impoverished  country.  It  has  been  aptly  said 
that  this  fleet,  even  when  in  existence,  is  not 
intended  for  the  defence  of  the  colonies ;  it 
is  rather  for  the  purpose  of  going  afield  and 
attacking  the  enemy.  It  is  like  the  policeman 
patrolling  the  block,  which  is  a  very  vain  pre- 
caution imless  the  householder  also  secures 
his  doors  and  windows,  and  that  at  some  little 
expense.  But  New  Zealand  is  different  from 
the  other  colonies,  and  I  am  surprised  that  the 
Premier  did  not  touch  on  that  aspect  of  the 
question.  New  Zealand  invites  attack  from  all 
quarters.  She  iii  isolated,  and,  as  I  have  said, 
the  wounding  of  England's  honour  is  of  far 
more  value  to  an  enemy  than  any  contribution 
he  could  draw  from  a  colony.  Therefore  New 
Zealand  is  (he  very  spot  at  which  an  attack 
would  be  directed ;  and  I  see  no  attempt  in 
this  Bill  to  give  New  Zealand  that  protection 
which,  relatively  to  her  defenceless  position 
in  tlie  midst  of  the  Pacific  Ocean,  she  ia 
entitled  to.  These  vessels  ore  to  be  away 
patrolling  this  large  Australasian  station, 
which  stretches  almost  from  the  Equator  to 
the  Antarctic  Circle.  Then,  in  the  event  of 
any  hostile  vessel  eluding  the  fleet,  New  Zea- 
land would  bo  open  to  attack  by  the  enemy's 
cruisers,  and  the  result  might  be  most  disas- 
trous. It  was  only  a  few  months  ago  that  there 
were  naval  manceuvres  upon  the  coast  of  Groat 
Britain ;  and  it  will  be  within  the  recollection 
of  honourable  members  that  the  whole  English 
Channel  was,  as  it  were,  covered  with  armour- 
clads  and  gunboats.  But  another  fleet  managed 
to  dodge  the  defenders,  and,  by  all  sorts  of 
disguises  and  manceuvres,  reached  the  Nore 
several  hours  before  the  very  ships  that  were 
supposed  to  prevent  such  an  occurrence.  That 
is  on  indication  of  how  futile  the  defence  might 
be  of  a  colony  or  colonies  defended  by  seven  or 
eight  or  even  a  dozen  vessels.  Every  cruiser 
sent  out  by  a  nation  at  war  with  Great  Britain 
would  be  equipped  with  all  the  latest  soientifie 
appliances,  and  would  be,  most  likely,  faster 
than  any  British  ship  on  the  station ;  for  it 
is  the  fatality  of  the  Admiralty  at  Home  that 
it  manages  to  bo  second  to  almost  all  other 
nations  in  respect  of  speed.    However,  that  is 
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ihe  position;  and  this  view  of  the  matter  is 
borne  out  by  Admiral  Tryon,  when  he  gays, — 

"  History  is  apt  to  repeat  itself :  squadrons 
and  fleets  have  escaped  the  most  vigilant  Ad- 
mirals, and  the  most  skilful  strategists  failed, 
in  days  of  old,  so  to  order  our  fleets  as  to  pre- 
vent this.  Since  those  days  the  composition 
of  the  navies  of  the  world  has  greatly  altered, 
and  at  this  time  it  is  far  easier  for  an  Admiral 
to  avoid  notice  and  conceal  destination. 

"  It  is  possible  that  an  attack  may  be  de- 
livered by  a  small  squadron  of  ironclads  of  a 
type  that  does  not  entitle  them  to  a  place  in 
tiao  first  rank — they  would  be  very  formidable 
it  employed  to  attack  oar  colonies ;  and,  still 
more  possibly,  a  hostile  squadron  might  contain 
vessels  of  the  fast,  partially-armoured  class  that 
ore  now  much  in  fashion,  and  the  construction 
of  them  is  on  the  increa-se.  It  is  well  to  con- 
sider what  such'  a  squadron  could  do  supposing 
it  had  arrived  off  our  coast,  having  avoided  de- 
tection, the  Admiral  in  command,  deceived  by 
false  reports,  gone  to  New  Zealand,  with  the 
telegraphs  cnt." 

That  is  putting  the  case  of  Australia  being 
left  without  the  protection  of  the  fleets  of 
England,  some  false  reports  drawing  the  Ad- 
miral to  New  Zealand.  But  let  us  take  the 
opposite  case  and  suppose  that,  by  some  false 
report,  the  Admiral  was  called  away  to  King 
Oeorge's  Sound,  what  position  should  we  be  in, 
even  if  we  had  one  of  our  ports  sufficiently  pro- 
tected ?  The  other  four  or  five  ports,  left  par- 
tially defended,  would  be  where  the  enemy 
would  make  his  attack,  and  so  strive  to  wound 
the  honour  and  lower  the  pride  of  Great 
Britain.  Again,  to  indicate  the  manner  in 
which  this  proposal  has  been  intrbduced,  and 
the  careless  or,  rather,  indifferent  way  in  which 
the  interests  of  this  and  other  colonies  have 
been  left  unprotected  in  matter  of  detail — and 
as  to  this,  of  course,  it  is  no  charge  against  the 
'present  Government,  inasmuch  as  the  articles 
appear  to  have  been  settled  by  the  last  Govern- 
ment, it  making  no  difference  in  discussing  the 
matter — here  we  have,  for  ten  years,  "  Archers  " 
and  "  Battlesnakes,"  and  no  provision  made 
for  replacing  them  by  more  perfect  vessels. 
I  undertake  to  say  that  an  "Archer,"  when 
launched  with  the  most  recent  and  perfect  ap- 
pliances, will  in  ten  years,  compared  with  ihe 
future  implements  of  war,  be  as  antiquated  as 
the  archer  of  old  with  his  bow  and  arrows 
against  the  machine-gun  of  the  present  day. 
So  much  for  the  financial  aspect  of  the  ques- 
tion, which  does  not  seem  to  be  a  very  in- 
viting one,  being  a  contribution  on  our  part 
vnthout  any  adequate  or  sufficient  letnm ;  and 
it  commits  us  to  an  expenditure  the  magni- 
tude of  which  it  is  difficult  to  exaggerate. 
Then,  there  is  the  political  a-spoct  of  this  ques- 
tion, which  both  the  Premier  and  leader  of  the 
Opposition  have  touched  upon.  What  is  the 
object  of  this  arrangement?  It  is,  according 
to  the  preamble  of  ttie  Bill,  for  the  protection 
of  trade ;  which  means  that,  as  trade  is  supposed 
to  follow  the  flag,  it  is  protection  of  English 
merchants'  interests.  And  it  is  surely  a  great 
anachronism  that  in  these  modem  days  there 


should  be  proposed  by  England  such  a  scheme 
as  is  indicated  in  this  Bill.  A  few  years  ago 
it  would  have  been  considered  an  insult  upon 
her  honour  that  she  should  have  to  bargain 
and  chaffer  for  a  contribution  to  protect  her 
flag  in  distant  parts  of  the  world.  Honour- 
able gentlemen  will  remember  the  celebrated 
"  Arrow "  case,  which  called  forth  from  Lord 
Palmerston,  in  1857,  that  just  and  noble  speech 
in  which  he  used  these  words: — 

"But  will  any  one  tell  me  thst  officers  at 
the  other  extremity  of  the  globe,  when  a  violent 
outrage  has  been  committed  on  the  honour  of 
their  country,  are  to  remain  with  their  arms 
folded  till  they  can  send  Home  for  orders  and 
receive  instructions?  Why,  months  would 
elapse  between  insult  and  resentment,  and 
the  purpose  for  which  redress  hod  been  de- 
manded would  have  been  forgotten  in  the 
apathy  and  want  of  exertion  which  would  have 
ensued." 

This  also  leads  me  to  ask,  what  if  New  Zealand 
refuses  to  be  a  party  to  this  arrangement — if 
she  refuses,  as  Queensland  has  done,  to  enter 
into  the  bargain?  A  British  ship,  flying  a 
British  flag,  is  bound  for  New  Zealand:  if 
attacked  by  a  hostile  man-of-war,  and  over- 
taken by  an  "  Archer  "  or  a  "  Rattlesnake," 
would  the  captain  of  the  English  man-of- 
war  first  ask,  "  Where  are  you  going  ?  If 
to  Victoria,  we  will  protect  you,  and  blow 
the  enemy  to  pieces ;  but,  if  to  New  Zealand, 
oh,  she  docs  not  contribute  I  the  enemy  can 
sink  you  if  he  chooses"?  That  is  the  logical 
conclusion  of  the  lack  of  New  Zealand  being  a 
party  to  this  arrangement.  Is  the  British  flag 
to  be  insulted  with  impunity  because  a  British 
vessel  says  her  port  of  destination  is  in  New 
Zealand  instead  of  some  colony  which  is  a 
contributory  ?  That,  surely,  would  be  against 
the  honour  of  England,  and  an  argument 
which  should  go  very  far  in  inducing  this 
House  not  to  consent  to  such  an  arrange- 
ment as  this,  which  is  derogatory  to  the 
honour  of  England,  and  unworthy  of  any  of 
her  colonies.  It  is,  as  indicated  by  the  Premier, 
taxation,  although  he  did  not  use  the  word, 
and  preferred  "  tribute."  Still,  it  is  taxation, 
and  in  this  sense :  that  unless  we  adopt  this 
arrangement  we  shall  not  be  protected..  Then 
there  is  the  inducement  held  out  by  the  Pre- 
mier and  by  the  honourable  member  for  Christ- 
church  North.  They  urge,  as  an  argument  in 
favour  of  this  proposal,  that,  if  we  contribute 
to  the  defence  of  Imperial  interests  in  this 
part  of  the  world,  wa  shall  be  making .  a 
distinct  step  in  advance  towards  Federation. 
I  understood  that  a  few  years  ago  that  ques- 
tion was  practically  settled  in  the  negative. 
It  is  impossible  that  any  definition  in  any 
Act  of  Parliament  or  convention  will  secure 
that  Federation  which  can  best  be  preserved 
by  community  of  feeling  and  by  common 
language.  These  bonds  are  likely  to  disappear 
if  they  are  reduced  to  the  form  of  a  protocol. 
I  think,  therefore,  that  the  inducement  which 
those  honourable  gentlemen  held  out  in  favour 
of  this  proposal  is  one  whioh  cannot  com- 
mend itself  to  this  House.    Supposing  we  had 
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representation,  and  that  onr  Agent-General, 
for  instance,  was  sworn  as  a  member  of  the 
Privy  Council,  and  hod  some  voice  in  the 
deliberaticmB  of  the  Ministry  at  Home,  do 
you  mean  to  say  that  he  or  all  the  Agents- 
General  could  control  in  the  slightest  degree 
the  intricacies  of  diplomacy  on  the  Continent 
of  Europe,  or  afFect  for  a  single  moment 
popular  feeling  governed  by  the  immense 
machinery  and  engine-power  of  the  Press  of 
Great  Britain  ?  It  would  be  simply  futile  to 
suppose  that  the  presence  of  Agents-General 
in  the  Privy  Council  or  in  some  Board  of  ad- 
vice or  conbol  would  have  the  least  power  in 
shaping  a  question  of  peace  or  war,  in  which 
we  should  necessarily  be  involved  without  the 
least  concern  or  wish  at  all.  Then,  Sir,  there 
is  another  aspect  of  this  important  question 
scarcely  considered  by  the  public  of  England 
and  the  colonies  which  I  should  like  to  refer  to 
as  perhaps  the  most  recent  on  the  subject.  It 
is  indicated  in  the  Imperial  Blue  Book  which 
is  on  the  table  of  the  House,  and  which  con- 
tains a  report  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Con- 
ference which  was  held  in  London,  I  believe, 
early  this  year,  at  which  we  had  two  repre- 
sentatives, the  Agent-General  and  Sir  William 
Fitzherbert.  At  the  meeting,  on  the  4th  of 
January  last,  the  Marquis  of  Salisbury,  refer- 
ring to  what  he  called  "  Kriegsverein,"  said, — 

"  He  hod  observed  a  tendency  to  the  im- 
pression that  the  defence  of  the  colonies  ought 
to  be  entirely  a  matter  for  the  Imperial  Govern- 
ment, because  any  danger  that  the  colonists 
might  run  was  exclusively  the  result  of  Im- 
perial action  and  policy." 

After  an  illustration,  he  continned, — 

"  But  these  are  not  the  only  or  the  most  im- 
portant considerations  which  attach  to  this 
matter  of  Imperial  and  colonial  defence.  I  do 
not  think  that,  so  long  as  the  Empire  hangs 
together,  the  colonies  are  in  the  least  likely 
to  be  brought  into  any  war." 

Well,  if  there  could  bo  any  good  ground  for 
that  opinion,  there  can  be  no  ground  for  these 
preparations.  The  whole  drift  of  the  argu- 
ment is  the  other  way.     He  continued, — 

"  Supposing  the  colonies  were  not  part  of 
the  Empire,  supposing  that  the  colonies  were 
independent,  do  you  think  they  would  be  safe  ? 
I  loiow  that  twenty  or  thirty  years  ago  it  was 
thought  that  they  would  be  safe, — that  their 
distance  from  Europe  would  make  them  prac- 
tically safe I  am  very  far  from 

suspecting  or  believing  that  the  rulers  of  the 
great  countries  of  Europe  are  likely  to  commit 
any  act  of  violence  upon  distant  territories." 

Then,  after  thus  suggesting  the  contrary,  he 
says,— 

"  Do  not  interpret  my  words  as  to  imagine 
that  I  conceive  any  aggression  likely  or  pro- 
bable on  the  part  of  those  who  wield  power  in 
Europe ;  but  the  circumstances  in  which  we 
live,  and  the  tendencies  of  human  nature  as  we 
know  it  in  all  times  of  history,  teach  us  that 
where  there  is  liability  to  attack,  and  defence- 
lessness,  attack  will  come." 

Now,  supposing  that  Lord  Salisbury  vras 
right,  although  he  is  very  vague  and  indefinite, 
Jlr:  Hutchison 


the  question  is  this :  Can  any  liability  to  at- 
tack be  removed  without  severing  our  conneo- 
tion  with  the  Mother-country?  On  the  on» 
hand,  we  have  unlimited  liability — for  th* 
alternative  of  the  refusal  of  this  is  that  w» 
shall  be  left  only  partially  protected — and  on 
the  other,  as  suggested  by  the  Premier,  there 
is  independence.  Now,  it  seems  to  me  we  are 
not  shut  up  to  such  alternatives.  It  seems  to 
me  that  security  on  the  part  of  the  oolonies- 
from  attack  may  be  obtained  without  either 
committing  ourselves'  to  ruinous  expenditure 
or,  on  the  other  hand,  cutting  the  painter ;  and 
the  suggestion  which  I  would  make  is  that 
there  can  be  a  better  and  more  enduring  settle- 
ment of  this  important  subject.  It  seams  to 
to  me  the  interest  of  Great  Britain  in  the 
matter  of  colonisation  is  not  singular,  as  ii 
was  a  few  years  ago ;  that  the  expectations 
and  endeavours  of  great  nations,  such  as- 
Franoe,  Germany,  and  Italy,  have  all  been 
directed  in  the  way  of  extending  their  colonial 
possessions,  and,  although  the  colonies  of  Eng- 
land are  more  numerous  and  important  than 
those  of  any  other  Power,  still  it  must  be  a 
matter  of  concern  to  other  great  Powers  that 
their  colonies  should  not  be  subjected  to  the  at- 
tack which,  in  the  event  of  England  being  their 
enemy,  would  most  surely  follow  ;  and  it  seems 
to  me  that  it  would  be  an  Imperial  act  worthy 
of  the  palmiest  days  of  England's  fame  if  she 
were  to  approach  the  other  great  Powers  of 
Europe  with  a  proposition  to  meet  in  confer- 
ence, and,  considering  the  importance  of  their 
interests  in  these  scattered  colonies,  enter 
upon  some  treaty  which  would  restrict  the 
consequences  of  their  European  quarrels  from 
kindred  peo)ile  distant  far  across  the  world  who 
have  no  voice,  and  perhaps  no  interest,  in  those 
quarrels.  And  I  venture  to  think  the  subject 
is  one  deserving  not  only  the  consideration  of 
this  Mii\istry,  but  of  the  British  Ministry.  A 
coilferenco  should  be  held  at  which  some  treaty 
might  be  made  under  which  the  colonies  should 
be  held  to  be  sacred  from  attack;  that  there 
should  be  a  cofonial  flag,  which,  without  in- 
dicating any  severance  from  the  Mother-conn- 
try,  would  still  give  security  in  the  event  of 
wars  in  respect  of  which  the  colonies  were  not 
immediately  concerned.  That  would  preserve' 
our  relations  under  circumstances  which  would 
be  much  more  agreeable  to  the  feelings  of 
colonists  bound  up  with  the  Mother-country, 
without  making  it  a  matter  of  pounds,  shil- 
lings, and  pence,  and  leaving  them,  in  case  of 
inability  to  inour  this  expenditure,  the  only 
alternative  of  separation.  Even  under  such 
circumstances  of  neutrality,  events  might  arise 
when, 

Casting  cold,  prudential  thoughts  aside, 
colonists  might 

Take  some  generous  impulse  for  thelz  guide, 
and,  as  in  the  case  of  New  South  Wales 
and  the  Soudan,  colonies  might  voluntarily 
assist  the  Mother-country  ;  and,  if  they  did,  it 
would  be  such  a  deliberate  interference  on 
their  own  part  as  would  be  equivalent  to  Ik 
declaration  of  war.  That,  however,  would  be 
almost  impossible  under  the  oommeroial  ooo- 
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ditions  presented  ii)  tbU  Bill,  and  I  am  sure 
this  House  would  unanimously  regret  that  oir- 
cnmstancea  should  render  the  alternative  of 
complete  separation  necessary  or  desirable. 

Mr.  GUINNESS.— I  can  only  reiterate  the 
expression  of  opinion  that  has  been-  advanced 
by  the  last  speaker,  that  this  House,  at  this 
stage  of  the  session,  ought  not  to  discuss  such 
an  important  measure  as  this.  I  think  the 
foundation  for  our  agreeing  to  the  measure  was 
the  prospect  that  the  whole  of  the  Australasian 
Colonies  would  bind  themselves  together  in 
providing  a  contribution  towards  the  naval 
expenditure  of  the  State.  Now  we  fiod  that 
one  of  these  colonies  has  drawn  back  from 
that  position ;  and  I  say  that  no  Bill  ought  to 
pass  this  Legislature  which  would  have  the 
effect  of  coming  into  force  immediately  in  the 
shape  proposed  by  the  present  Government.  I 
say,  if  the  Bill  is  passed  at  all,  it  ought  to  be 
passed  with  a  proviso  limiting  its  operation,  or 
providing  for  its  coming  into  operation  only 
when  all  the  colonies  interested  have  agreed  to 
the  proposal  to  contribute  towards  this  scheme 
of  naval  defence.  The  time,  I  take  it,  as 
mentioned  by  the  honourable  member  for  Wai- 
totara,  is  not  opportune  to  discuss  'such  an 
important  measure  as  this,  when  we  see  in 
this  House  simply  a  bare  quorum.  I  am  told 
that  there  is  not  a  quorum  in  the  House  now. 
That  in  itself  is  sufficient  evidence  that  we — 
a  fourth  of  the  members  of  the  whole  Parlia- 
ment— ought  not  to  decide  such  an  important 
measure  as  this,  by  which  it  is  proposed  to 
bind  the  colony  to  an  annual  contribution  of 
something  between  £22,000  and  £25,000.  I 
ask,  is  it  at  all  right  that  this  Parliament, 
that  has  been  elected  by  the  electors  at  a 
general  election — where  the  principal  cry  that 
was  raised  by  those  honourable  gentlemen  who 
are  now  holding  office  as  the  Government 
of  the  day,  and  who  have  been  placed  there  by 
friends  returned  by  a  majority  from  the  coun- 
try, was  that  it  was  necessary  to  retrench  in 
every  possible  direction — is  it  right,  I  ask,  that 
Parliament  should  be  asked  to  pass  this  Bill 
now  ?  The  Government  say  that  they  have  re- 
trenched in  every  way  in  order  to  save  further 
taxation.  How  can  they  say  that,  while,  on 
the  other  hand,  they  are  bringing  forward 
'wild  schemes  for  lavish  expenditure?  Is  it 
a  proper  step  to  be  taken,  after  being  engaged 
for  the  last  ten  weeks  in  devising  schemes  and 
measures  for  retrenchment  in  every  direction, 
that,  at  the  last  moment  of  this  session,  we  are 
asked,  so  to  speak,  to  reverse  a  great  deal  of 
what  we  have  been  doing,  and,  by  a  bare  quo- 
rum, to  pass  such  an  important  measure  as 
this?  I  do  hope  that  the  House  will  qot  agree 
to  pass  this  Bill  at  this  time.  I  fail  to  see  any 
absolute  urgency  or  necessity  to  pass  it  this 
session.  The  next  session  of  the  House  is  one 
which  is  likely  to  take  place  within  a  very  few 
months,  and  I  fail  to  see  why  we  are  to  pass  a 
measure  binding  us  to  this  contribution  whether 
the  other  sontracting  parties  are  bound  by  it 
or  not.  We  know  the  Queensland  Legislature 
have  refused  to  pass  a  similar  Bill.  Let  us 
give  them  another  opportunity  of  reconsidering 


the  matter  after  their  general  elections.  Let 
us  wait  until  that  is  done,  or  else,  if  there  is  a 
majority  in  this  House  determined  to  pass  the 
measure  this  session,  let  us  pass  it  with  a  con- 
dition attached  that  it  shall  not  become  law 
unless  all  the  contracting  parties  agree  to  be 
bound  to  contribute — one  and  all. 

Sir  O.  OBEY.— Sir,  I  wish  to  put  a  question 
to  the  Government.  A  very  important  state- 
ment has  been  made  by  the  Premier.  He  ad- 
mits that  nearly  half  if  not  quite  half  of  the 
members  are  gone,  but  he  tells  us  they  are  all 
paired.  If  that  is  so,  it  means  that  nearly  half 
the  House  are  against  the  measure,  and  I 
think  it  would  be  very  important  for  us  left 
here  to  be  told  exactly  who  have  paired,  and. 
on  which  side.  We  have  not  their  speeches  to 
guide  us  to  their  opinions,  as  we  have  usually 
with  those  who  pair ;  and  I  think  honourable 
members  should  have  that  information  from 
the  list  of  pairs.  Ou^  opinions  must  be  to  a 
certain  extent  influenced  by  the  votes  of  other 
honourable  members,  and,  if  what  the  Premier 
states  is  correct,  the  House  must  be  pretty 
nearly  divided  on  this  question,  and  I  think  we 
should  be  in  possession  of  the  information  I 
refer  to  before  the  debate  proceeds.  I  ask  the 
Premier  if  he  will  produce  the  list  of  pairs. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— The  House  has  never  re- 
cognised pairing,  unless  an  honourable  member 
inadvertently  votes  after  pairing.  The  House 
always  religiously  excludes  the  consideration  of 
pairs — it  is  something  outside  the  House,  and 
a  mere  private  arrangement  between  honour- 
able members. 

An  Hon.  Heiibeb, — They  are  seen  after  the 
division  has  been  taken. 

Sir  G.  GREY.— Yes ;  that  is  after  the  votes 
have  been  given.  We  usually  know  perfectly 
well  how  members  who  have  paired  are 
going  to  vote,  because  they  have  usually  ex- 
pressed their  views  in  speeches.  But  in  this 
case  a  most  important  measure  has  been 
brought  before  the  House  after  a  number  of 
honourable  members  have  left  Wellington ; 
and  yet  we  arc  told  they  have  all  paireid  on 
it.  Now,  that  statement  is  either  true  or 
it  is  untrue.  This  is  a  thing  absolutely  un- 
known. A  most  important  measure  is  brought 
before  the  House,  and  we  find  that  a  secret 
taking  of  votes  upon  it  has  been  effected  before 
the  measure  was  brought  in,  and  the  Govern- 
ment are  in  possession  of  information  whicU, 
if  produced,  would  have  a  great  effect  on 
honourable  members'  minds.  I  think  we 
should  have  that  information  given  us,  and  I 
ask  the  Premier  whether  he  will  give  ns  that 
information  or  not. 

Major  ATKINSON.— The  Government  have 
not  got  it  at  all. 

Sir  O.  GREY.  — The  Premier  stated  that 
pairs  had  been  given. 

Major  ATKINSON.— I  have  no  doubt  what- 
ever that  all  honourable  members  who  take 
an  interest  in  the  question,  and  are  absent, 
have  paired.  The  honourable  gentleman  is 
quite  aware  of  the  practice,  and  he  knows  as 
m  toh  about  the  pairs  upon  this  measure  as 
I  do. 
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Sir  G.  GRBY.— I  do  not  know  it  at  all. 

Major  ATKINSON.— The  honourable  gentle- 
man knows  the  rule  as  to  pairing,  and  he  often 
pairs  himself  when  he  wishes  to  be  absent. 

Sir  G.  GREY. —I  do  not  know  what  has 
been  done  in  this  case.  I  am  entirely  ignorant 
of  it.  I  say  this  is  information  we  ought  to 
have ;  because,  were  the  names  made  known, 
and  the  way  they  vote,  it  would  have  a  great 
influence  on  us  in  coming  to  a  decision.  This 
is  a  question  concerning  the  whole  Empire.  The 
Premier  distinctly  stated  that  all  who  have  gone 
— more  than  half  the  House  —  have  paired. 
Now,  I  ask  that  that  information  should  be 
given  to  the  House.  Those  gentlemen  are  not 
here  to  make  their  opinions  known  by  their 
voices,  and  I  say  the  colony  and  the  House  h.v/e 
a  right  to  know  what  their  opinions  are,  as 
shown  by  the  way  they  have  voted.  I  ask  the 
Premier,  will  he  give  us  that  information  ? 

Major  ATKINSON.— Certainly  I  should  not, 
if  I  had  the  power.  It  is  a  thing  never  heard 
of  before.  The  pairs  will  be  posted  up  in  due 
time,  as  usuaJ.  The  honourable  gentleman's 
knowledge  of  parliamentary  rules,  if  not  very 
large,  is  quite  sufficient  to  tell  him  that  what 
he  asks  is  an  unheard-of  thing. 

Sir  G.  GREY.— The  Premier  is  evading  the 
real  question.  The  pairs  usually  given  are 
those  of  honourable  members  whose  opinions 
«re  known  from  their  speeches  ;  but  in  this 
case  honourable  members  have  left  Wellington 
before  they  could  speak  on  the  question.  If 
the  information  is  not  given,  I  shall  move  the 
adjournment  of  the  debate.  I  move  that  be- 
cause it  is  not  respectful  to  the  other  colonies 
«r  to  Great  Britain  that  a  debate  should  take 

glace  under  such  circumstances  as  these.  If  the 
onourable  gentleman  misleads  us  into  voting 
against  the  measure  under  the  belief  that  we 
have  nearly  half  the  House  to  support  us  in 
certain  views,  and  if  he  has  betrayed  us  by  that 
action  into  giving  votes  difierently  from  what 
"we  might  otherwise  do  on  so  great  a  subject  as 
the  defence  of  the  Empire,  I  say  he  has  acted 
traitorously  to  this  House  and  to  the  country. 
There  con  be  no  doubt  whatever  that  such  is 
the  case.  I  say  that  the  common  rules  of 
honour  on  the  jmrt  of  the  leader  of  the  House 
require  that  he  should  imt  mislead  the  House 
on  a  question  of  this  kind —that  he  should  have 
.recourse  to  no  meaiure  which  will  mislead  us 
in  the  votes  we  give.  We  have  a  right  to  know 
what  the  opinion  of  the  leading  members  of  the 
House  is  on  this  question.  Did  I  know  how 
they  have  paired  I  could  get  some  sort  of  clue 
to  their  views,  and  something  to  confirm  myself 
in  the  resolution  to  which  I  might  come  on 
this  Eubjr'ct.  But,  deprived  of  that  informa- 
tion,  I  say  we  have  no  just  means  of  forming 
an  opinion  of  what  our  fellow-members— our 
colleagues — think  on  this  subject.  I  hope  the 
House  will  support  me  in  demanding  this  in- 
formation before  we  proceed  further.  I  move 
the  adjournment  of  the  debate. 

Mr.  SPEAKXiR.- It  will  not  be  exceeding 
30.J)  duty  to  remind  the  honourable  member 
that  he  loses  the  right  to  speak  on  the  mtin 


question  if  his  motion  for  adjourning  the  de- 
bate should  happen  to  be  negatived. 

Sir  G.  GREY.— Then,  Sir,  if  I  lose  my  right 
to  speak  by  doing  that,  I  say  the  Government 
have  no  right  to  put  me  in  that  position.  It 
is  a  most  unjust  and  tyrannical  measure.  I 
feel  that,  in  connection  with  things  done  last 
night,  the  same  kind  of  procedure  has  taken 
place  this  session  on  the  part  of  the  Premier, 
which  is  not  consistent  with  the  honour  of 
the  House  or  the  line  of  conduct  the  Govern- 
ment ought  to  pursue. 

Mr.  TAIWHANGA.— I  think  to  adjourn  the 
debate  would  be  merely  wasting  time,  and  I 
hope  the  proposal  will  be  negatived. 

The  House  divided  on  the  question,  "That 
the  debate  be  adjourned." 

Ates,  5. 


Brown 

TeUers. 

Grey 

Blake 

Joyce. 

Hutchison. 

N0S3, 

31. 

Atkinson 

Lanca 

Richardson,  E 

Bruce 

Lawry 

Richardson,  G 

Buchanan 

Macarthur          S.-Menteath 

Carroll 

McGregor           Taipua 

Fisher 

Mitohelson         Taiwhanga 

Pitzherbert 

Moat 

Wilson 

Graham 

Newman 

Withy. 

Hamlin 

O'Conor 

Hislop 

Peacock 

Tellers. 

Izard 

Pearson 

Beetham 

Jackson 

Perceval 

Whyte. 

Paiss. 

For. 

Against. 

Gadman 

Moss 

Peldwiok 

Hobbs 

Fish 

Allen 

Grimmond 

Loughrey 

Guinness 

Steward,  W.  J. 

Marchant 

Stewart,  W.  D. 

Reeves, 

R.  H.  J. 

Pitchett 

Reeves, 

W.  P. 

Ormond 

Samuel 

Hall 

Ward. 

Russell. 

Majority  against,  26. 

Adjournment  of  debate  negatived. 

Mr.  TAIWHANGA.— I  will  not  keep  the 
House  long,  but  I  should  like  to  say  a  few 
words  upon  this  important  measure.  If  the 
Government  can  afford  it  we  ought  to  have 
six  men-of-war,  three  for  each  Island ;  but  I 
think  that,  instead  of  wasting  time,  we  should 
leave  it  to  the  honourable  member  for  Auck- 
land Central  to  make  a  proposal  next  session 
BO  as  to  secure  that  honourable  members  who 
go  away  before  the  session  is  over  should  lose 
half  pay,  the  amount  so  gained  to  be  distri- 
buted among  those  who  remain. 

Bill  read  a  second  time. 

On  the  motion  for  the  committal  of  the  Bill, 

Mr.  HUTCHISON  said,— Nowthatthesecond 
reading  of  the  Bill  has  been  agreed  to,  I  would 
ask  the  honourable  gentleman  at  the  head  of 
the  Government  whether  he  thinks  he  is  justi- 
fied in  pushing  on  a  Bill  like  this,  affecting 
Imperial  interests,  under  the  ciroumstanoes 
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now  existent.  We  see  that  two-thirds  or  more 
o{  the  members  are  absent.  A  measure  passed 
nnder  these  conditions  most  bear  a  somewhat 
equivocal  appearance.  I  would  ask  the  honour- 
able gentleman,  under  these  circumstances, 
whether  he  proposes  to  press  the  Bill  further. 

Major  ATKINSON.— Replying  to  the  honour- 
able gentleman's  question,  I  would  say  that 
I  think  our  duty  is  plain.  The  Government 
think  that  not  only  are  they  justified  in  asking 
the  House  to  pass  the  Bill  this  session,  but 
that  it  is  their  duty  to  do  so.  They  feel  that 
very  strongly. 

Sir  a.  OBEY.— I  should  like  to  remark  that 
the  ezcuao  made  about  the  Bill  being  passed  in 
this  manner,  after  long  delay,  was  quite  insuffi- 
cient. The  honourable  gentleman  said  that 
the  reason  for  insisting  on  the  Bill  passing  this 
session  is  that  it  would  be  too  late  to  leave  it 
over  until  next  session,  and  that  it  was  neces- 
sary to  oome  to  a  decision  now.  That,  to  my 
mind,  is  a  reason  why  it  should  have  been 
brought  on  at  an  earlier  period  of  the  session. 
I  think  it  is  very  wrong  that,  with  so  small  a 
portion  of  the  Parliament  present,  we  should 
oome  to  a  decision  on  a  matter  of  this  impor- 
tant character.  There  can  be  no  fair  and  proper 
discussion  of  it.  I  myself  am  shut  out  from 
discussing  it.  The  country  will  never  know 
the  reasons  on  which  the  measure  is  advo- 
cated. It  will  be  impossible  to  say  that  the 
colony  is  hound  by  a  proceeding  of  this  kind. 
Unless  we  know  who  have  paired  there  is  no 
good  reason  for  believing  that  honourable 
gentlemen  are  satifled  that  the  matter  should 
be  brought  forward  this  session.  I  think  it  is 
our  duty  to  do  the  best  we  can  to  secure  a  full 
discussion  of  the  matter  in  the  next  session  of 
Parliament,  and  I  shall  do  my  best  to  achie.ve 
that  even  now.  Had  the  honourable  gentle- 
man fallen  in  with  my  wishes  and  let  me  know 
what  was  the  opinion  of  the  leading  members  of 
the  House,  I  might  have  taken  a  totally  different 
course.  The  Premier's  colleague  agreed  to  give 
me  the  information  before  he  came  into  the 
House,  and  I  think  the  Oovernment  were 
bound  by  that.    The  Premier  stopped  him 

Major  ATKINSON.— No. 

Sir  G.  GREY.— I  simply  repeat  that. 
.  Major  ATKINSON.— And  I  simply  deny  it. 

Sir  G.  GREY.— Well,  let  it  be  seen. 

The  House  divided  on  the  question,  "That 
the  Bill  be  committed." 
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Mitcbelson  Blake 
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Ormond  Beeves,  W.  P. 

Russell  Ward 

Steward,  W.  J.  Guinness 

Stewart,  W.  D.  Marohant. 

Majority  for,  18. 
Motion  for  committal  agreed  to. 
Bill  committed,  and  reported  to  the  House. 
On  the  question,   That  the  Bill  be  road  a 
third  time. 

Sir  G.  GBEY  said, — Sir,  on  the  third  read- 
ing of  this  measure  I  wish  to  place  on  record 
my  regret  that  it  was  UQt  brought  forward  at 
an  earlier  period  of  the  session.  I  think  it  is 
a  melancholy  thing  to  say  that  the  first  great 
national  measure  ever  passed  by  New  Zealand 
has  been  submitted  to  so  thin  a  House.  I  had 
hoped  that  this  measure  would  be  brought 
down  when  the  House  was  full ;  that  it  would 
be  thoroughly  discussed,  and  all  the  reasons 
in  favour  of  the  measure  would  be  stated  at 
length,  as  well  as  the  objections  to  it :  in  this 
way  we  should  have  produced  a  measure  bet- 
ter than  that  which  wo  shall  now  pass,  and 
we  should  have  produced  one  that  would  be 
an  example  to  the  Empire  of  what  should  be 
done  under  such  circumstances.  Then  I  can- 
not help  thinking  that  it  was  unfair  to  bring  it 
forward  at  this  time,  after  so  many  honourable 
members  had  left — not  only  unfair  to  this  Par- 
liament, but  unfair  to  Great  Britain;  for  it 
never  oan  be  said  that  this  mecbsure  is  a  reflex 
of,  and  truly  represents,  the  minds  of  the  people 
or  the  Parliament  of  New  Zealand.  At  the 
present  moment  we  are  acting  quite  in  contra- 
vention of  all  the  customs  of  this  House.  Wa 
are  kept  in  ignorance  of  the  names  of  a  large 
number  of  persons  who  we  are  told  have  paired 
either  for  or  against  this  measure,  tjnder 
ordinary  oircnmstances  these  niunea  would 
have  been  affixed  to  these  curtains;  but,  for 
some  reason,  of  which  no  explanation  has  been 
given,  they  have  been,  kept  secret  from  us.  I 
think  a  great  wrong  has  been  done  to  the 
honourable  members  present  in  being  shut  out 
from  this  information,  as  even  a  sight  of  tha 
names  might  have  been  a  guide  to  us  as  to  the 
feeling  of  the  majority  of  the  Parliament  on 
the  measure  before  us.  I  wish  to  place  these 
circumstances  on  record,  that  it  may  be  known 
that  this  Bill  was  passed  at  so  late  a  period  of 
the  session,  with  so  small  an  attendance,  that 
sometimes  only  just  a  q^uorum  of  members  was 
present ;  that  information  was  concealed  from 
us  which  Ministers  at  one  time  offered  to  give 
ap,  and  we  are  ignorant  of  the  views  of  our 
coUeagnes  in  Parliament  on  this  Bill ;  and 
that  therefore  very  little  weight  indeed  can  be 
attributed  to  a  measure  which  is  passed  under 
such  circumstances.  I  believe  it  is,  in  its  pre- 
sent form,  *  very  fatilemeasare.    I  f eel  oerkajn 
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it  wiU  be  the  cause  of  frequent  future  discussion ; 
that  we  have  been  led  to  embark  on  a  new 
career  altogether,  the  nature  of  which  we  can- 
not conjecture.  We  little  know  the  path  we 
are  treading;  and  what  might  have  been  the 
occasion  of  rejoicing  and  of  great  national 
triumph  if  a  proper  measure  had  been  passed, 
is  to  myself,  as  it  will  be  to  many  others,  a 
source  of  sadness  and  sorrow  that  so  great  an 
opportunity  was  lost,  that  the  English  people 
will  be  misled  in  thinking  that  this  Bill  repre- 
sents the  minds  of  New  Zealand,  and  that  it 
is  obtained  under  circumstances  which  usually 
are  not  considered  fair  in  Parliament.  I  believe 
the  means  resorted  to  to  get  the  measure 
through  are  unfair,  and  it  is  with  deep  regret 
I  hold  these  views. 

Mr.  HUTCHISON.— Sir,  I  rise  to  a  point  of 
order.  I  ask  your  ruling  as  to  whether  this  is 
not  a  money  Bill,  and,  as  such,  should  not  have 
gone  through  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— Il  has  gone  through  that 
stage.  It  was  sent  down  by  message  from  His 
Excellency  the  Qovemor,  and  was  considered 
in  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Sir  G.  GHEY.— Not  as  a  money  Bill.  We 
have  never  been  told  that  the  Qovemor  has 
given  his  assent  to  its  introduction. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— It  was  sent  down  by  mes- 
sage from  the  Governor,  and  referred  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  HUTCHISON.— Could  you  inform  the 
House  what  the  expenditure  of  money  under 
the  Bill  is — the  sum  which  it  appropriates  to 
Her  Majesty  7 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— I  think  that  was  stated  by 
the  honourable  gentleman  in  charge  of  the 
Bill. 

Mr.  HUTCHISON.— Then,  Sir,  oh  the  ques- 
tion  of  the  third  reading,  I  would  repeat  that 
the  conditions  under  which  this  measure  has 
been  proceeded  with  give  reason  for  conclud- 
ing that  it  is  not  the  deliberate  will  of  Parlia- 
ment ;  and,  with  the  expression  of  this  protest, 
I  have  no  other  remark  to  vaake. 

Mr.  PITZHERBERT.— I  also  wish  to  enter 
my  protest  against  the  amendment  made  in 
Committee.  We  heard  a  very  able  speech 
from  the  Premier  when  the  Bill  was  intro- 
duced, and  another  from  the  leader  of  the 
Opposition  ;  and  they  both  concurred  that  this 
Bill  was  the  first  step  towards  federation, 
which  both  were  anxious  to  see  accomplished. 
The  Premier  dwelt  on  this  subject,  and  said  it 
was  always  a  desire  of  his  uiat  we  should 
federate  with  the  other  colonies,  and  that  this 
W8bs  the  thin  end  of  the  wedge  for  accomplish- 
ing that  end.  As  a  rule,  I  have  been  opposed 
to  federation  ;  but  I  am  willing  to  waive  this 
point,  and  now  merely  wish  to  show  the  Pre- 
mier's inconsistency  when  he  tells  us  that  his 
desire  is  to  have  federation,  and  then,  when  we 
go  into  Committee,  moves  an  amendment  to 
this  efiect :  that  we  shall  not  be  bound  jointly 
and  severally.  Now,  if  we  were  so  bound  there 
would  be  a  certain  amount  of  federation  in 
the  matter — there  would  be  a  common  interest 
and  a  common  liability :  but  what  do  we  find  ? 
That,  although  the  honourable  member  tells  us 
Sir  G.  Orey 


he  is  very  anxious  for  federation,  direotly  aa 
opportunity  occurs  of  testing  this  federation,  of 
saying  that  we  are  prepared  to  become  jointly 
and  severally  liable  with  the  other  colonies — he 
says,  "  We  are  not  going  to  do  that;  we  are  only 
going  to  bind  ourselves.  We  are  selfish  indivi- 
duals, and  we  will  only  bind  ourselves  to  out 
own  share."  I  say  the  amendment  moved  in 
Committee  was  entirely  inconsistent  with  the 
speech  of  the  Premier  on  the  second  reading. 
I  pointed  out  that  to  the  Premier,  and  I  point 
out  to  the  House  now  that  it  is  a  direct  breach 
of  faith  with  the  Imperial  Government.  The 
distinct  understanding  with  the  other  Aus- 
tralian Colonies  was  that  when  we  got  the  con- 
cession of  two  ships  in  New  Zealand  we  should 
all  be  bound  jointly  and  severally;  because 
the  Imperial  authorities  say,  "  Supposing  one 
colony  is  a  defaulter,  do  you  expect  us  to  go  and 
collect  the  amount  from  the  colony  or  take 
proceedings  against  it  ?  We  do  not  want  to  be 
put  in  that  position.  We  look  to  the  colonies  as 
a  whole  to  enter  into  this  matter,  and  we  expect 
this  amount  every  year  from  these  colonies." 
That  was  what  they  said  at  the  time.  Then, 
again,  the  Australian  Colonies  behaved  very 
well  to  us.  It  was  a  very  delicate  operation  try- 
ing to  get  these  two  ships  for  New  Zealand, 
and  our  representatives  had  to  approach  the 
question  very  carefully  ;  and  all  praise  is  due 
to  them  for  conducting  the  matter  as  well  as 
they  did.  As  I  say,  the  Australian  Colonies 
behaved  remarkably  well  to  us  on  the  direct 
understanding  that  there  was  to  be  a  joint 
and  several  liability,  and  that  there  would  he 
no  such  thing  as  one  colony  saying  that  it 
would  only  pay  its  share.  The  whole  success 
of  this  scheme  of  naval  defence  depends  upon 
the  whole  of  the  colonies  adopting  it ;  and  I 
was  in  hope  that  we  should  adopt  it  by  accla- 
mation. We  know  very  well  that  the  force 
here,  although  a  valuable  one,  is  practically 
useless  unless  supported  by  ships  of  the  kind 
proposed  under  this  arrangement.  We  always 
saw  the  difficulty  of  obtaining  such  ships,  and 
we  knew  that  it  would  have  cost  us  half  a 
million  of  money  to  build  them ;  whereas  the 
Home  Government  says,  "  Here  are  ships.  You 
can  make  what  use  you  like  of  them,  and  all 
we  ask  is  that  you  shall  contribute  towards 
the  expenses  the  sum  of  £21,600  a  year."  I 
thought  this  offer  would  be  accepted  by  accla- 
mation, because,  although  we  have  to  pay 
£21,600  a  year,  these  shipn  will  bring  for 
more  to  the  place,  for,  as  the  Premier  showed, 
each  ship  will  spend  on  coal,  provisions,  and 
otherwise,  £12,400  a  year,  or  £24,800  for  the 
two  ships,  besides  the  money  which  the  sailors 
will  receive,  and  which,  I  understand,  amonnta 
to  about  £50  a  year  each,  which  they  will  spend 
here.  Besides  this  there  are  other  enormous 
advantages;  so  that  we  should  have  jumped 
at  this  arrangement  and  taken  the  Bill  as  it 
stood,  so  as  not  to  imperil  this  great  boon. 
But  I  fear  we  are  now  prejudicing  the  scheme 
by  the  insertion  of  the  Premier's  amendment. 
I  hope  it  will  not  he  so.  I  think  the  Premier 
should,  as  the  honourable  member  for  Auck- 
land Central  stated,  have  brought   this  Bill 
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<lo\ra  »t  an  earlier  period,  and  not  when  there 
were  only  some  thiity-six  memberB  present. 
It  could  then  have  been  thoroughly  disoussed 
in  all  its  branches  before  it  was  passed  or 
rejected.  I  suppose  it  will  be  passed  now,  but 
it  will  be  passed  in  such  a  shape  that  we  shall 
not  be  bound  except  for  our  paltry  £21,600  a 
year.  That  is  the  position  which  the  Premier 
takes  up  with  regard  to  this  important  mea- 
sure. I  felt  bound  to  enter  my  protest  against 
this  amendment;  and  I  fear  that  when  we 
•end  over  to  th«  other  Parliaments,  and  inform 
them  of  what  we  have  done,  we  shall  find  there 
will  be  a  great  difficulty  in  getting  this  scheme 
Agreed  to.  I  hope  it  will  not  be  so,  but  I  fear 
it  will. 
Bill  read  a  third  time. 

EDUCATION. 
Mr.  BROWN  desired  to  speak  on  a  matter 

girsonal  to  himself,  which  had  been  before  the 
ouse  on  the  previous  day.  On  Monday  even, 
ing  his  vote  was  challenged  on  the  educational 
question  by  the  Government  Whip,  the  honour- 
able member  for  Ashley.  Yesterday  that 
honourable  gentleman  gave  as  his  authority 
for  his  pairing  the  honourable  member  for 
Dunedin  South.  That  honourable  gentleman 
was  at  the  time  on  his  way,  as  it  was  under- 
stood, to  Dunedin.  The  "  Takapuna "  was 
expected  to  leave  Wellington  at  four  o'clock 
yesterday  afternoon,  but  was  afterwards  de- 
tained to  a  later  period.  When  this  matter 
oame  on  the  honourable  gentleman  had  left 
the  chamber,  and  he  (Mr.  Brown)  did  not  ex- 
pect him  to  return.  In  order  to  verify  what 
be  had  stated  previously,  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Ashley  nad  stated  that  the  honourable 
member  for  Dunedin  South  was  present  with 
him  when  he  (Mr.  Brown)  gave  a  pair  on  that 
question,  and  that  he  had  broken  it.  He 
taimseU  was  quite  surprised  at  this  statement, 
knowini;,  as  he  knew  at  the  time,  there  was  no 
reason  for  it ;  and,  when  he  saw  the  honourable 
member  for  Dunedin  South  later  on,  he  (Mr. 
Brown)  put  the  question  to  that  gentleman 
whether  such  was  the  truth,  that  he  had,  in 
that  gentleman's  presence,  with  the  Oovern- 
ment  whip,  given  a  pair,  or  whether  he  knew 
personally  that  he  gave  a  pair  on  that  occa- 
sion. The  honourable  meihber  for  Dunedin 
South  said  the  statement  was  not  correct,  and 
that  if  he  (Mr.  Brown)  desired  it  he  would  in 
writing  refute  it.  He  wrote  to  the  honourable 
member  for  Dunedin  South  the  following 
letter : — 

"  House  of  Representatives, 
"21st  December,  1887. 

"Mt  deab  Mb.  Fish, — Mr.  Pearson,  the 
Government  whip,  gave  your  name  to  the 
House  this  afternoon  as  a  witness  that  I  had 
given  a  pair  in  his  presence  on  Monday  with 
Mr.  O'Gonor  on  the  education  votes,  and  that 
yon  were  present  when  I  specified  on  which 
items  my  pair  was  given.  Kindly  say  if  Mr. 
Pearson's  statement  is  true  or  otherwise.  — 
I  have,  &c.,  "J.  0.  Bbowb. 

"H.  S.  Fish,  Esq.,  H.H.B.,  Wellington." 


The  honourable  member  for  Dunedin  South 
replied  as  follows : — 

"  Wellington,  21st  December,  1887. 

"Dbab  Bbowm, — In  reply  to  your  note  of 
this  day's  date,  I  desire  to  say  that  Mr. 
Pearson  is  in  error  in  thinking  that  I  saw 
you  authorise  him  to  pair  you  as  stated.  We 
hod  a  conversation  as  to  you  being  paired  with 
Mr.  O'Conor,  and  it  must  have  been  that  we 
mutually  minunderstood  each  other.  —  I  am, 
Ac,  "  H.  S.  Fish." 

The  honourable  member  for  Dunedin  South 
told  him  that  he  bad  communicated  his  answer 
to  the  Government  whip,  and  he  (Mr.  Brown) 
expected  that  the  honourable  member  for  Ash- 
ley would  have  risen,  as  he  might  have  done  on 
several  occasions  last  eveninR,  and  given  some 
explanation  to  the  House.  He  not  doing  so,  ha 
(Mr.  Brown)  that  morning  wrote  the  following 
letter  to  him  :— 

"  House  of  Representatives, 
"22nd  December,  1887. 

"  Sib, — In  reference  to  your  statement  in  the 
House  yesterday,  that  the  member  for  Dunedin 
South  was  present  with  you  when  I  arranged 
a  pair  on  the  education  -  vot»  estimates,  Mr. 
Fish  has  informed  mo  that  he  has  told  you  you 
were  in  error  in  making  such  on  assertion,  and 
if  he  had  been  in  the  House  at  the  time  he 
would  have  contradicted.  Need  I  say  that  I 
am  surprised  you  have  not  had  the  courtesy  to 
withdraw  the  statement  made  in  the  House  by 
you  to  my  prejudice? 

"i  propose  bringing  the  matter  before  the 
House  to-day,  hoping  you  will  be  present. — I 
am,  (be,  "  J.  C.  Bbowh. 

"  W.  P.  Pearson,  Esq.,  M.H.R." 

He  need  not  say  anything  further,  because  it 
was  a  matter  in  which  the  honour  of  the  House 
was  involved,  as  it  concerued  the  veracity  of 
honourable  members, — the  statement,  he  might 
say,  especially,  of  a  Oovornment  whip. 

Mr.  PEARSON  said  the  honourable  member 
for  Tuapeka  was  so  well  known  in  the  House 
—  especially  in  regard  to  pairing  —  that  he 
should  not  go  into  particulars  about  the  matter ; 
but  he  would  say  this:  that  the  honourable 
member  for  Tuapeka  was  paired,  and  that  his 
name  was  on  his  (Mr.  Pearson's)  pair- book;  and 
the  honourable  member  for  the  BuUer  could 
testify  to  that  fact.  And  he  (Mr.  Pearson) 
would  go  further  and  say  this:  that,  if  the  ques- 
tion of  personal  honovir  came  before  the  House 
as  between  himself  and  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Tuapeka,  he  had  no  doubt  what  the 
verdict  of  the  House  would  bo  in  the  matter. 

Mr.  O'CONOR  said  it  seemed  to  him  a  very 
extraordinary  thing  that  this  pair  was  disputed 
now.  The  honourable  member  for  Tuapeka 
was  in  the  House,  and  he  surely  must  have 
been  under  the  conviction  that  be  was  paired 
when  he  voted.  He  (Mr.  O'Conor)  would  like 
to  kuow  how  it  was  that  if  the  honourable 
member  for  Tuapeka  thought  he  was  not  paired 
he  voted  against  his  own  conviction. 

Mr.  BROWN  said  he  need  not  say  a  word  in 
explanation.  He  held  in  his  hand  a  letter 
denying  the  honourable  member  for  Ashley's 
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assertion,  and  stating  that  it  was  untrue.  The 
honourable  member  for  tlie  Buller  had  several 
times  followed  him  about  the  lobbies  requesting 
him  not  to  bring  this  matter  forward 

Mr.  O'CONOB.— For  your  own  sake. 

Mr.  BROWN  said  he  had  told  the  honour- 
able member  for  the  Buller  that  he  did  not 
wimt  to  have  anything  to  say  to  him,  and  that, 
if  he  was  giving  him  friendly  advice,  he  did  not 
wish  him  to  proceed  further  in  the  matter. 

LOAN  BILL. 

A  message  was  received  from  His  Excellency 
the  Governor,  recommending  the  House  to  make 
an  appropriation  in  the  Loan  Bill  for  £70,000 
and  £9,000  unallotted. 

Major  ATKINSON  moved,  That  the  message 
be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Loan  Bill. 

Mr.  GUINNESS  would  like  to  know  from 
the  Premier  whether  he  intended  to  attempt  to 
reverse  the  vote  of  the  House  given  on  the  pre- 
vious night.  The  £9,000  was  absolutely  struck 
out. 

Major  ATKINSON  said  that  when  the  vote 
of  £70,000  for  immigration  was  struck  out  thiit 
morning  it  was  understood  generally  that  the 
Oovemment  would  replace  it  as  unappropriated. 
Then,  as  to  the  £9,000'struck  out  in  the  Second 
Schedule,  the  Government  thought  it  would  be 
better  to  reinstate  it  as  unallotted,  because  it 
would  be  a  stupid  thing  to  do  to  go  into  the 
money-market  for  a  loan  of  £991,000. 

Mr.  PEBCEVAL  said,  that  with  regard  to 
the  £9,000,  he  took  it  as  an  expression  of 
opinion  on  the  part  of  the  Committee  that  the 
amount  referred  to  should  not  be  proceeded 
with. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

Major  ATKINSON  moved.  That  the  Bill  be 
leoommitted,  with  a  view  to  inserting  the  two 
items  referred  to  in  His  Excellency's  message, 
and  a  new  clause  which  was  given  notice  of  in 
Committee. 

Mr.  SMITH  suggested  to  the  Premier  that 
the  £9,000  should  be  set  down  for  the  purchase 
of  Native  land.  He  hoped  the  honourable 
gentleman  would  take  that  into  consideration, 
as  it  was  a  great  and  important  object. 

Major  ATKINSON  said  the  Government 
would  make  proposals  as  to  the  purchase  of 
Native  land  next  session  which  he  believed 
would  meet  with  the  approval  of  the  House. 

A  message  was  received  from  the  Governor 
transmitting  a  new  clause  declaring  that  the 
colony  should  not  go  on  the  London  market  for 
a  further  loan  before  the  31st  March,  1891. 

The  clause  having  been  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Bill, 

The  Committee  divided  on  the  question, 
•<  That  the  clause  be  added  to  the  Bill." 

Ayes,  27. 


Atkinson            Graham 

Imwtj 

Bnohanaa         Ouinnesa 

McGregor 
Hitehelson 

Oadman            Hislop 

Fergus               Izard 

Monk 

Fisher                Jackson 

Peaeock 

Goldie               Lanoe 

Pearson 

Ur.  Brown 

Richardson,  G.  Taiwhanga 
Ross  Whvte 

S.-Menteath      Withy. 
Taipua 

Noes,  17. 
Beetham  Hutchison 

Blake  Joyce 

Brown  Kelly 

Bruce  Marchant 

Fitzherbert        Parata 
Grey  Perceval 


Tellen. 
Macarthur 
O'Conor. 


Richardson,  E. 

Smith 

Vogel. 

Tellen. 
Fraser 
Reeves,  B.  H.  J. 


Majority  for,  10. 

Clause  agreed  to. 

Bill  reported. 

On  the  question.  That  the  amendments  bs 
agreed  to, 

Sir  J.  VOGEL  said, — I  desire  to  raise  a  point 
of  order.  The  Governor  has  sent  a  message 
down  authorising  the  substitution  of  certain 
items,  in  the  schedule  for  others,  or,  rather,  the 
substitution  of  certain  items  mentioned  in  the 
message  for  others  which  do  not  appear  in  the 
schedule  now.  If  these  items  were  in  the 
schedule  it  would  be  competent  for  the  Go- 
vernor to  recommend  others  to  be  substituted 
for  them ;  but  it  so  happens  that  the  items 
referred  to  in  the  message  were  struck'  out  by 
the  Committee,  and  that  therefore  they  no 
longer  exist.  I  contend,  therefore.  Sir,  that  you 
cannot  substitute  a  thing  for  a  thing  which 
has  no  longer  an  existence.  The  Governor's 
message  should  have  proposed  the  addition  of 
these  items  to  the  schedule,  and  not  their  sub- 
stitution; therefore  they  are  not  properly 
before  the  Committee  or  the  House,  and  the 
provisions  which  allow  votes  of  this  kind  to  be 
sent  down  by  message  have  not  been  properly 
respected.    I  ask  your  ruling. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— As  I  read  the  message,  it 
appeared  to  me  that  the  items  were  recom- 
mended in  substitution  for  items  that  were 
struck  out;  which  appeared  to  ma  to  be  the 
regular  course  to  8idopt 

Amendments  agreed  to. 

Bill  read  a  third  time. 

Sir  J.  VOGEL. —Sir,  I  submit  that  yont 
ruling  is  a  mistake,  and  I  warn  the  Govern- 
ment that  I  shall  take  an  opinion  upon  it ;  and 
I  consider  the  matter  of  so  much  importance 
that,  if  I  find  I  am  right,  I  shall  raise  the 
question  in  the  Supreme  Court.  I  think  it 
also  of  the  utmost  importance  not  to  allow  the 
Government  to  adopt  the  very  loose  system 
which  they  have  adopted  of  dealing  with  mea- 
sures of  this  kind.  Here  we  have  a  clause 
in  this  Bill  which  talks  of  the  General  Govern- 
ment. 

Major  ATKINSON.— So  does  the  Constita- 
tion  Act. 

Sir  J.  VOGEL.— Yes ;  but  in  the  Oonstitn- 
tion  Act  it  does  not  say  the  General  Govern- 
ment shall  borrow  money.  The  Governor  in 
Counoil  is  not  the  General  Government,  and 
"  the  General  Oovemment "  was  a  term  in  dis- 
tinction to  the  Provincial  Governments,  which 
no  longer  exist.  And  now  ws  find  the  substitu- 
tion of  items  for  items  that  have  already  beea 
struck  oat  by  the  Committee.    With  legazd  to 
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the  Bill  itself,  it  is  one  which  will  cause  the 
colony  to  be  laughed  at.  It  has  a  clause  contain- 
ing a  prohibition  of  borrowing,  or,  rather,  on 
undertaking  not  to  borrow  for  three  years  and 
a  half.  And,  as  regards  the  measure  itself,  it 
provides  for  a  loan  which  is  unnecessarily  large, 
and  which,  as  I  said  yesterday,  I  do  not  oppose 
more  actively  because  I  understood  the  honour- 
able gentleman  did  not  propose  to  raise  it  before 
October  next.  I  am  unwilling  to  delay  the 
House  at  this  stage,  bn  1 1  may  say  a,  more  ridi- 
culous clause  could  iiot  have  been  put  in  any 
Act  than  the  one  which  refers  to  the  borrowing. 
Xiook  at  the  position.  Here  is  a  clause  which 
requires  that  every  prospectus  and  every  news- 
paper-advertisement shall  have  put  in  it  that 
the  Government  will  only  borrow  for  the  next 
three  years  under  the  Westport  Harbour  Act, 
the  Greymouth  Harbour  Act,  "The  Public 
Revenues  Act,  1887,"  and  "  The  North  Island 
Main  Trunk  Railway  Lean  Act,  1884."  Why, 
Sir,  what  ordinary  investor  would  invest  with 
such  an  avalanche  of  loans  apparently  in  con- 
templation ?  And  the  ordinary  small  investor 
throughout  the  country  who  wants  to  invest 
in  New  Zealand  securities  will  shun  doing  so. 
I  am  afraid,  Sir,  there  is  not  a  House. 

The  House  was  called,  and  a  quorum  at- 
tended. 

Sir  J.  VOGEL.— Sir,  I  say  that  it  will  make 
small  investors  shun  doing  so.  I  am  afraid  I 
must  call  your  attention  to  the  House  again  : 
Ministers  are  leaving  the  House. 

The  House  was  called  again,  and  a  quorum 
attended. 

Sir  J.  VOGEL. — It  is  very  disorderly  conduct, 
it  seems  to  me,  that  Ministers  of  the  Crown 
should  be  going  in  and  out  of  the  doors,  disturb- 
ing people  who  are  naturally  nervous.  I  may 
say,  in  repeating  these  remarks,  that  I  do  so 
because  we  are  not  reported  in  Committee,  and 
it  is  essential,  therefore,  that  I  should  put  the 
matter  before  the  House  in  order  to  be  re- 
ported. I  object,  therefore,  to  the  absurdity  of 
putting  in  a  clause,  and  causing  it  to  appear 
in  the  prospectud  and  in  the  advertisements, 
which  will  deter  a  vast  number  of  small  in- 
vestors from  applying  for  the  loan.  Next,  I 
object  to  the  clause  because  it  would  be  quite 
sufficient  for  the  Government  to  intimate,  as 
has  been  done  twice  before — indeed,  several 
times  before — that  the  Government  did  not  in- 
tend to  borrow :  once  it  was  put  down  at  three 
years,  another  time  for  three  years,  and 
another  time  for  one  year ;  and  an  intimation 
to  the  banks  was  sofiicient,  or  a  paragraph 
in  the  City  Article  of  the  Times.  Putting 
the  notice  in  the  way  proposed  would  have 
such  a  grotesque  appearance,  and  be  so  evi- 
dently an  admission  that  the  colony  cannot 
trust'  itself,  that  it  would  be  exceedingly 
injurious,  besides  being  treated  as  a  great 
joke.  Therefore  it  is  that  I  object  to  this 
clause  going  in.  And  it  is  worded  in  such  a 
manner  that  it  shows  it  is  done  by  a  'prentice- 
hand,  and  that  it  is  a  mere  concession  of  the 
Government  to  the  fears  of  its  own  supporters 
that  the  Government  is  not  likely  to  be  true  to 
the  pledges  it  has  given  regarding  borrowing. 

VOL,  IiIX.-6«. 


Why,  Sir,  if  the  Government  were  to  look  on 
this  matter  from  a  point  of  view  which  would 
be  consistent  with  their  own  self-respect,  they 
would  say  to  their  followers,  "  We  have  told  you 
what  our  proposals  are  ;  and  our  word  is  as  good 
as  our  bond.  Why  ask  us  to  put  this  into  the 
Act?  Is  it  not  sufficient  that  we  have  said 
in  the  Financial  Statement  or  the  Publio 
Works  Statement  that  it  is  our  intention?" 
I  do  not  wish  to  detain  the  House  any  longer, 
and  I  shall  not  oppose  the  third  reading  of  the 
Bill,  because  the  House  has  already  expressed 
its  opinion  in  favour  of  it. 

Bill  read  a  third  time. 

On  the  question,  That  the  title  he  agreed  to, 

Mr.  HUTCHISON  said,— The  words  "  Immi- 
gration and  for  "  are  now  utterly  unnecessary, 
and  I  move  tlie  excision  of  those  words,  as  the 
purposes  of  the  Bill  as  indicated  in  tlie  first 
instance  have  been  altered. 

Major  ATKINSON. — I  am  not  prepared  to 
agree  to  that.  The  House  may  yet  decide  that 
the  £70,000  shall  be  applied  to  the  purposes  of 
immigration. 

Mr.  HUTCHISON.— Under  this  Act? 

Major  ATKINSON.— Ye-s.  The  money  will  be 
borrowed,  and,  I  hope,  applied  to  tliat  purpose. 
The  short  title  is  "The  New  Zealand  Loan 
Act."  I  cannot  accept  the  amendment,  for 
these  reasons. 

Sir  J,  VOGEL. — If  the  alteration  proposed 
is  made,  will  it  be  competent  for  me  to  move 
an  addition  to  the  title  ? 

Mr.  SPE.\KER.— Provided  it  conform  with 
the  title. 

Sir  J.  VOGEL.— The  title  should  describe 
the  purpose  of  the  Bill,  and  it  is  not  right  that 
this  title  should  stand  as  it  docs  without  the 
addition  of  the  words  "  and  for  the  purpose  of 
stopping  Future  Borrowing."  The  Bill  has  be- 
come a  Loan  Bill  and  also  a  Bill  for  the  pur- 
pose o{  stopping  further  borrowing,  and  I  think. 
Sir,  that  should  be  a  part  of  the  title.  May  I 
move  that,  after  this  is  settled  7 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— I  think  so. 

The  House  divided  on  the  question,  "  That 
the  words  be  retained." 


Ayes,  27. 

Atkinson 

Jackson 

Pearson 

Beetham 

Lance 

Richardson,  0 

Buchanan 

Lawry 

Ross 

Carroll 

McGregor 

S.-Menteath 

Fergus 

Mitchelson 

Taiwhanga 

Fisher 

Monk 

Whyto. 

Goldie 

Newman 

TelUrs. 

Graham 

O'Conor 

Bruce 

Hamlin 

Peacock 

Macarthur. 

Hislop 

Noes,  12. 
Brown  Kelly  Vogel. ' 

Fitzherbert        Ikloss  Tellers. 

Fra,8er  Parata  Hutchison 

Grey  Beeves,  R.  H.  J.  Perceval. 

Joyce 

Majority  for,  15. 

Amendment  negatived. 

Sir  J.   VOGEL.  — I  wish  to  point  out  to 
honourable  members  that  it  has  become  a  dis- 
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tinctiTS  feature  of  the  Bill  to  stop  further 
.  borrowing ;  and  I  think  it  would  therefore  be 
light  to  add  to  the  title  the  worde  "  and  for 
stopping  Borrowing  in  Future."  I  would  pro- 
pose to  those  honourable  gentlemen  who  are  so 
esbger  to  advertise  to  the  world  that  general 
amount  of  virtue  and  abstinence  in  which  the 
colony  haa  indulged  that  they  should  support 
this  aiddition. 

Amendment  not  seconded. 

Sir  G.  GREY.— I  could  not  quite  agree  with 
the  honourable  member  for  Chris tchurch  North, 
because  the  words  proposed  would  be  foreign  to 
the  whole  scope  and  title  of  the  Bill.  It  is 
quite  clear  that  we  are  about  to  put  into  the 
title  something  not  contemplated  by  the  Bill. 
Although  immigration  is  not  permitted  by  the 
wording  of  the  Bill,  you  put  that  into  the  title. 
The  title  expresses  that  which  the  Bill  does 
not  provide.  It  is  quite  clear  that  there  is  a 
contradiction  in  terms.  It  would  be  best  to 
leave  that  out,  because  it  would  convey  a  false 
impression. 

Title  agreed  to. 

SUPPLY. 

A  message  was  received  from  the  Governor, 
transmitting  the  supplementary  estimates, 
which  were  ordered  to  be  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Supply. 

On  the  question,  That  Mr.  Speaker  do  leave 
the  chair,  in  order  that  the  House  may  resolve 
itself  into  Committee  of  Supply, 

Sir  J.  VOGEL  said,— I  wish  only  to  make  a 
very  brief  reference  to  the  supplementary  esti- 
mates. I  must  say  I  think  a  great  injustice 
has  been  done  to  honourable  members  who 
have  gone  away,  who  were  not  aware  that 
such  proposals  as  these  would  be  brought 
down.  The  first  item  I  take  is,  "  Contribution 
in  aid  of  the  Imperial  Institute,  £1,000."  I  pre- 
sume that  is  on  account  of  the  £1,000  a  year 
for  ten  years.  The  late  Government  asked  the 
Agent-General  whether  it  would  be  acceptable 
to  those  who  have  charge  of  the  Imperial  Insti- 
tute that  the  colony  should  make  a  contribu- 
tion in  that  way,  supposing  Parliament  were 
inclined  to  agree  to  it.  I  say,  then,  that  this 
matter  should  have  been  brought  down  by 
resolution,  and  the  views  of  Parliament  taken 
npon  it ;  and  not  that,  on  the  night  when  it 
is  proposed  to  prorogue,  this  item  of  £1,000 
should  bo  brought  dovrn,  without  the  question 
having  been  raised  whether  tlie  colony  is  or  is 
not  inclined  to  make  the  contribution.  I  shall 
vote  for  the  amount,  because  I  believe  in  the 
purpose  for  which  it  is  intended  ;  but  I  say 
neither  the  House  nor  the  country  will  be 
satisfied  with  the  manner  in  which  this  vote 
is  brought  forward.  Then,  with  regard  to  the 
votes  generally,  I  find  that  they  are  simply 
and  virtually,  and  effectively,  an  entire  re- 
versal of  the  alleged  savings  which  the  Govern- 
ment were  to  make  in  the  several  departments. 
Take,  for  example,  the  Land  Department.  We 
were  told  that  the  Government  would  make  a 
saving  of  £15,000 ;  and  their  plea  of  retrench- 
ment was  tliat  they  would  make  that  saving 
in  three  months,  and  that  it  would  represent 
Sir  J.  Vogel 


£60,000  of  the  saving  of  £300,000  which  they 
were  to  make  in  the  next  year :  but  now  we  find 
that  this  £15,000  is  counteracted  by  a  vote  for 
£17,800.  Then  I  take  the  four  departments  of 
Justice,  Mines,  Defence,  and  Lands,  and  I 
find  that,  although  the  Government  stated 
their  intention  of  making  a  saving  of  £71,000 
for  the  remainder  of  this  year,  aind  on  these 
four  items  an  amount  of  £32,200,  they  now 
come  down  and  ask  for  additional  estimates 
to  the  extent  of  £32,976  on  those  items.  It 
shows  that,  as  I  have  said  all  along,  their 
retrenchment  is  a  sham.  Take  the  Mines 
Department,  in  which  they  were  to  make  a 
saving  of  £8,000,  and  yet  now  they  come  down 
and  ask  for  £4,660  additional.  I  dare  say  the 
honourable  gentlemen  will  say  they  propose  to 
make  reductions  in  one  item  and  these  increases 
in  another;  but  they  know  that  all  throogh 
the  public  service,  year  after  year,  there  are 
large  savings  on  the  votes  taken  by  classes, 
and  that  to  add  this  £4,660  and  say  at  the 
same  time  that  they  are  saving  £8,000  is  simply 
an  absurdity.  Now,  Sir,  we  were  led  to  believe 
that  £32,200  was  the  saving  this  year  in  Jus- 
tice, Mines,  Defence,  and  Land  Fund;  and 
that  was  to  be  the  basis  of  four  times  the 
amount  of  saving  next  year.  Well,  the  snp- 
plementary  estimates  come  down  and  propose 
£700  more  than  the  alleged  savings.  I  cannot 
understand  what  is  the  meaning  of  proposing 
£20,000  for  the  Wellington  Post  Office.  In 
the  first  instance,  there  is  some  dodge  about 
it.  Supposing  a  thousand  men  wer6  pnt  upon 
the  works,  it  would  be  impossible  to  spend 
£20,000  before  the  81st  of  March  next.  I  sus- 
pect that  it  is  meant  to  put  the  whole  of  this 
£20,000  as  a  deficiency  of  the  year,  so  as  to 
swell  the  deficiency.  If  they  can  spend  a  conpU 
of  thousand  before  the  31st  of  March  it  is  as 
much  as  can  be  done.  What  I  want  to  know 
is,  how  are  they  going  to  contrive  to  spend 
£20,000?  Is  the  dial  to  be  set  round  with 
diamonds,  and  costly  sculpture  to  be  added  to 
the  building  7  All  I  know  is  that,  with  addi- 
tional partition-walls  from  east  to  west  and 
north  to  south,  so  as  to  strengthen  the  building 
to  be  proof  against  anything  in  the  shape  of  on 
ordinary  calamity,  the  amount  we  were  told 
would  be  required  would  be  something  like 
£18,000.  What  is  the  other  £7,000  required 
for?  Perhaps  before  I  go  on  the  honourable 
gentleman  will  tell  me.  Is  it  proposed  to  have 
a  clock-iiowsr  I 

Major  ATKINSON.  — I  would  prefer  the 
honourable  gentleman  to  go  on  before  answer- 
ing him. 

Sir  J.  VOGEL. — Does  he  propose  to  oonstmct 
the  tower  at  once,  or  does  he  not?  If  he  means 
to  have  a  clock-tower,  of  course  that  will  account 
for  some  few  thousands  extra.  If  the  clock- 
tower  is  not  to  be  erected,  as  we  were  informed, 
£13,000  would  be  sufficient  for  the  main  build- 
ing itself;  and,  supposing  the  clock-tower  is  to 
be  erected,  £3,000 additional  would  be  reqoired. 
How  is  it  that  £20,000  is  put  down,  unless  it  is 
proposed  to  introduce  into  the  building  some 
rare  work  of  art?— and  we  are  not  in  a  positioa 
to  do  anything  of  the  kind  at  the  present  time. 
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The  late  Government  proposed  that  the  tower 
should  not  be  erected  now,  bat  that  the  build- 
ing should  be  constructed  in  such  a  manner  aa 
to  allow  the  tower  to  be  erected  at  a  future 
time,  when  the  colony  had  funds  at  its  disposal 
for  beautifying  the  architecture  of  the  chief 
cities  of  the  colony ;  but  that  in  the  meantime 
sufficient  authority  should  be  taken  to  build 
the  post-ofiico  without  the  expensive  addition 
of  a  tower.  As  I  am  informed,  even  with  a 
tower  £20,000  was  not  the  amount  that  would 
be  required. 

Major  ATKINSON.  — I  do  not  propose  to 
follow  the  honourable  gentleman.  I  think  the 
exhibition  to-night  is  something  childish,  and 
the  honourable  gentleman  has  wasted  hour  after 
hour  in  the  merest  talk :  not  with  reference 
to  business  at  all,  but  joking  as  to  titles.  That 
has  been  going  on  for  some  time. 

Sir  J.  VOGEL. — The  honourable  gentleman 
is  referring  to  a  former  debate. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— 1  do  not  think  he  is. 

Sir  J.  VOGEL. — He  is  referring  to  a  former 
debate,  and  you.  Sir,  have  not  allowed  me  to 
refer  to  a  former  debate. 

Major  ATKINSON.— I  want  to  tell  the  Com- 
mittee about  one  or  two  of  these  items.  The 
honourable  gentleman  was  very  groat  in  regard 
to  defence.  I  will  tell  the  Committee  how  it  was 
we  were  out  to  this  amount  as  to  defence,  and 
then  honourable  members  will  see  the  differ- 
ence. These  items  have  come  in  without  our 
knowledge.  We  knew  nothing  about  them 
when  we  made  our  Statement.  The  late  Go- 
vernment took  £5,000  for  ammunition,  and 
they  spent  £13,000 ;  and  now  we  have  got  to 
put  it  upon  the  estimates,  and  have  got  to 
stand  the  accusations  which  the  honourable 
gentleman  has  hurled  against  us.  Let  me 
read  two  or  three  of  these  items.  There  is  an 
amount  here  for  Remington  rifles :  there  was 
no  authority  for  ordering  these  at  all.  They 
have  come,  and  we  have  to  pay  for  them.  Then, 
we  have  just  discovered  an  amount  due  for  fif- 
teen hundred  Snider  rifles,  £2,000.  Those  and 
other  items  make  up  a  total  of  £8,000  over  and 
above  the  vote  that  we  knew  nothing  at  all 
about.  That  is  the  sort  of  thing  the  honour- 
able gentleman  has  been  doing  with  his  Go- 
vernment. Almost  every  vote  is  run  over,  with- 
out the  slightest  authority  of  the  House.  All 
these  things  will  be  dealt  with  in  Committee. 
I  wish  to  say  a  word  about  the  Imperial  In- 
stitute. I  hope  the  Committee  will  exercise  its 
discretion  in  voting  the  amount  set  down  for  the 
Institute  or  not.  I  was  doubtful  about  putting 
it  on.  The  late  Government  had  apparently 
determined  to  pay  £1,000  a  year  for  ten  years. 
The  arrangements  of  the  late  Government 
seemed  to  make  it  necessary  that  this  should 
be  submitted  to  the  House  in  some  form. 
Honourable  gentlemen  know  it  was  impossible 
to  deal  with  this  payment.  We  had  no  oppor- 
tunity of  dealmg  with  it.  We  have  done  more 
in  the  short  time  this  session  than  we  have 
done  in  any  Parliament  before ;  but  we  felt  it 
right  to  give  the  Committee  an  opportunity  of 
Toting  the  amount  if  it  thought  it  desirable  to 
do  so.    I  am  not  prepared,  with  the  knowledge 


I  possess,  to  recommend  it.    I  do  not  say  I 

may  not  propose  it  next  year. 

Sir  J.  VOGEL.— Strike  it  off  now,  and  take 
the  sense  of  the  House  next  year  upon  it. 

Major  ATKINSON.  —  I  do  not  want  the 
honourable  gentleman's  advice.  His  friendli- 
ness is  nothing  but  a  pretence — nothing  but 
a  wasting  of  time.  A  very  large  number  of 
honourable  members  now  cannot  spend  Christ- 
mas at  home  with  their  families.  It  is  all 
very  well  with  the  honourable  gentleman,  who 
is  comfortably  at  home  in  Wellington  :  but  the 
honourable  gentleman's  action  to-night  has 
been,  not  to  do  the  business  of  the  country, 
but  to  waste  time. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

IN  COMXITTEB. 
POBLIO  WOEKS  FUND.— PART  L 
CI.ASS   I. 

Vote,  Immigration,  £10,000,  agreed  to. 

CONSOLIDATED  FUND,  OBDINAET  BEVENUB 
ACCOUNT. 

Class  I. — CoI/Onial  Secretabx's  Defabtuent. 

Colonial  Secretary,  £7,723. 

Sir  J.  VOGEL  asked  what  was  the  arrange- 
ment about  the  Melbourne  Centennial  Exhibi- 
tion. 

Major  ATKINSON  said  the  Government  in- 
tended to  apply  for  the  space  offered,  and  had 
already  appointed  a  Commission  for  the  Ex- 
hibition, and  intended  to  get  upas  good  a  show 
as  possible  for  New  Zealand.  The  amount, 
£3,500,  wtis  estimated  to  cover  the  whole  cost, 
as  far  as  could  be  judged.  The  Government 
had  requested  Sir  James  Hector  to  make  a 
report  on  the  subject,  which  he  had  done. 
They  wore  informed  the  cost  would  bo  about 
£3,000 ;  but  they  had  put  on  an  extra  £500,  and 
expected  that  would  be  the  outside  sum. 

Mr.  MONK  moved,  That  the  item  "  Contribu- 
tion in  aid  of  the  Imperial  Institute,  £1,000," 
be  struck  out,  as  the  Premier  had  said  it  was 
not  necessary  to  pass  it  this  session. 

Mr.  BRUCE  asked  for  an  explanation  of  the 
item,  "  Compensation  to  Dr.  Hacon,  late  Super- 
intendent, Sunnyside  Asylum,  for  loss  of  office, 
£338."  There  was  a  pmour  that  he  had  left 
through  insubordination,  and,  if  so,  it  was 
hardly  right  be  should  get  this  amount ;  and, 
if  it  was  not  true,  the  Minister  should  contra- 
dict it.  It  was  stated  that  the  insubordination 
was  refusal  to  obey  the  instructions  of  Dx. 
Macgregor. 

Mr.  HISLOP  believed  there  was  some  truth 
in  the  rumour  that  Dr.  Hacon  had  disobeyed 
the  instructions  of  Dr.  Macgregor ;  but  the  cir- 
cumstances were  somewhat  peculiar.  Dr. 
Hacon  was  appointed  to  the  Christchurch 
Asylum,  and  it  was  not  very  definitely  under- 
stood as  to  whether  he  could  or  could  not  be 
removed  from  such  a  position.  It  wm  pro- 
posed that  he  should  be  transferred  to  Wel- 
lington, but  he  preferred  leaving  the  service 
to  doing  so.  It  was  determined  by  the  late 
Government  to  put  this  item  on  the  estimates; 
and  the  present  Government,  not  having  had 
sufficient  time  to   consider  the   subject,  yet 
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thought  a  prints  facie  case  existed,  and  so  pro- 
posed the  item  in  the  meantime,  and  would 
look  further  into  the  question. 

Mr.  BRUCE  understood  from  the  Miaister'a 
explanation  that  it  was  not  definitely  decided 
to  pay  this  compensation.    - 

Dr.  NEWMAN  thought  the  explanation 
hardly  gave  the  exact  circumstances  of  the 
case.  Exchanges  wore  being  made  in  the  ser- 
vice, and  it  was  proposed  that  Dr.  Hacon  should 
go  where  he  would  get  £150  a  year  less  salary, 
or  he  had  the  option  of  retiring.  He  thouglit 
Dr.  Hacon  had  been  exceedingly  badly  treated, 
and,  as  the  late  Government  had  put  the  item 
on  the  estimates,  and  it  was  recommended  by 
Dr.  Macgtegor,  it  should  be  passed,  and  the 
compensation  should  be  paid,  as  it  was  not  a 
cose  of  mere  insubordination. 

Mr.  BRUCE  said  there  was  an  item,  '*  A.  T. 
Campbell,  compensation  for  land  taken  at 
Wanganui,  £80."  That  case  came  last  year 
before  the  Waste  Lands  Committee,  of  which 
he  was  a  member.  He  did  not  recollect  the 
facts  sufficiently  to  go  into  the  details  of  the 
case  ;  but  he  recollected  that  the  Committee 
unanimously  recommended  that  Mr.  Campbell 
should  gc  t  £200.    Why  was  he  to  get  only  £80  ? 

Mr.  HISLOF  said  Mr.  Campbell  hod  caused 
to  be  sold,  under  a  provincial  ordinance,  a 
piece  of  land  adjoining  his  own  which  belonged 
to  an  absentee,  and  in  respect  of  which  he 
was  unable  to  get  a  fencing  contribution.  Mr. 
Campbell  himself  bought  a  piece  of  the  land 
for  £87.  Afterwards  it  was  ascertained  that 
the  owner  had  died  in  England  and  left  the 
property  to  another  person,  under  will.  The 
representative  of  this  person  brought  an  action 
against  Mr.  Campbell  to  eject  him  from  the 
property;  but  the  parties  afterwards  came  to 
some  arrangement,  and  the  property  was  resold 
to  Mr.  Campbell.  The  latter  did  not  fight  the 
case,  because  it  was  doubtful  whether  the 
ordinance  under  which  the  property  was  sold 
really  gave  the  power  which  it  was  intended  to 
give.  It  thus  became  a  question  whether  the 
colony  ought  to  compensate  Mr.  Campbell,  for, 
though  he  had  set  the  law  in  motion  himself, 
a  doubtful  title  had  been  given  him  by  the  Go- 
vernment under  the  ordinance.  Mr.  Campbell 
had  chosen  to  take  title  rnider  this  ordinance, 
and,  although  he  (Mr.  Hislop)  had  given  very 
careful  consideration  to  the  Committee's  re- 
port, he  did  not  think  it  right  that  £200 
should  be  granted,  because  that  would  be  equal 
to  guaranteeing  that  the  colony  should  give  the 
full  present  value  of  land  as  to  which  a  possible 
error  had  been  made  by  Government  officials 
owing  to  ambiguous  legislation;  but,  as  Mr. 
Campbell  had  afterwards  paid  for  the  property 
on  the  second  sale,  and  had  paid  £77  for  it  pre- 
viously, he  might  fairly  be  refunded  that  sum 
perhaps.  The  Committee  thought  Mr.  Camp- 
bell ought  to  get  the  full  present  value  of  the 
property ;  but  if  such  a  principle  were  admitted 
It  would  probably  lead  to  other  such  demands 
on  the  Treasury  on  account  of  errors  of  officials 
and  doubtful  legislation :  it  would  be  equal  to 
the  Government  giving  a  guarantee  against 
errors  of  this  kind.  He  thought,  therefore,  the 
Mr.  Bialop 


colony  was  only  entitled  to  pay  to  Mr.  Camp- 
bell the  amount  he  paid  into  the  Colonial  Trea- 
sury in  the  first  instance  on  aooount  of  the 
land  when  the  owner  could  not  be  found. 

Mr.  BRUCE  was  glad  to  hear  the  Minister 
had  given  so  much  consideration  to  the  ques- 
tion ;  but,  at  the  same  time,  he  might  remark 
that  Mr.  Campbell's  petition  was  presented  by 
the  late  member  for  Waitotara,  Mr.  Bryoe, 
who  appeared  in  support  of  it,  and  Mr.  Bal- 
lance,  then  Minister  of  Lands,  was  on  the 
Committee,  and  fully  concurred  in  the  unani- 
mous recommendation  of  the  Committee  that 
Mr.  Campbell  should  get  the  £200.  Some 
thought  he  was  entitled  to  even  more.  Though 
he  (Mr.  Bruce)  had  not  a  clear  recollection  of 
all  the  facts,  he  did  not  think  the  Colonial 
Secretary  had  mode  a  quite  accurate  statement 
of  the  circumstances  of  the  case.  However,  he 
would  not  dwell  on  the  matter. 

Mr.  HISLOP  said  no  injustice  would  be 
done  to  any  one  by  passing  this  amount. 
The  decision  of  the  Committee  was  very  much 
founded  on  the  belief  that  Mr.  Davy  had 
wrongly  issued  a  Crown  grant  to  the  original 
owner  of  the  land ;  but,  on  inquiry,  he  (Mr.  His- 
lop) had  found  that  that  officer  bad  only  done 
what  he  ought  to  have  done ;  and,  instead  of 
Mr.  Campbell's  title  being  weak  on  account  of 
anything  done  by  the  department,  it  was  weak 
on  account  of  the  proceedings  originally  taken 
by  himself  for  his  own  protection. 

Sir  J.  VOGEL  said  there  was  an  item,  "  Ex- 
penses of  Waitotara  and  Eastern  Maori  election 
petitions,  £143."  How  was  that  divided  be- 
tween the  two  cases  ? 

Mr.  HISLOP  said  the  amount  for  the  East- 
em  Maori  one,  which  was  only  an  estimate^ 
was  about  £55 ;  but  in  the  other  case  the 
amount  was  £84  14s.  4d.,  made  upas  follows: 
For  travelling  allowance  and  expenses — Chief 
Justice,  £26  58. ;  Justice  Williams,  £26  5s. ; 
Deputy  Registrar,  £12  Is. ;  Secretary  to  Chief 
Justice,  £10  Is.  8d. ;  Secretary  to  Justice 
Williams,  £10  Is.  8d. 

Sir  J.  VOGEL  inquired  whether  there  was  a 
sum  to  be  put  on  for  the  two  special  trains  run 
to  collect  evidence,  or  whether  that  would  be 
charged  against  the. Public  Works  Fund. 

Mr.  MITCHELSON  replied  that  no  special 
trains  were  run  at  all. 

Mr.  R.  H.  J.  REEVES  asked  if  the  country 
would  always  have  to  pay  expenses  in  connec- 
tion with  the  hearing  of  election  petitions. 

Major  ATKINSON  replied  Yes. 

Mr.  R.  H.  J.  REEVES  thought  it  a  very 
pernicious  system. 

Sir  J.  VOGEL  asked  if  the  Premier  would 
undertake  to  submit  the  item  "Imperial  Insti- 
tute, £1,000,"  next  year. 

Major  ATKINSON  replied  that  he  would 
not  pledge  himself.  He  hod  not  yet  mastered 
the  subject.  If  on  inquiry  Ministers  thought  it 
should  be  granted  they  would  place  the  sum  on 
the  estimates. 

Sir  J.  VOGEL  understood,  then,  that  they 
wore  not  to  regard  their  method  of  dealing 
with  the  question  that  night  as  a  test  question. 

Major  ATKINSON.— No. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1887.] 


Supply, 


[HOUSE.] 


Supply. 


1013 


Item,  £1,000,  struck  ont. 

Vote,  as  reduced,  £6,723,  Sigreed  to. 

ClASS  n. — COLONUL  Tbeasubeb. 

Miscellaneous,  £3,065. 

Dr.  NEWMAN  called  attention  to  the 
item,  "  Exchange  and  commiBsion,  additional, 
£3,000,"  and  said  he  thought  that  this  work  was 
done  in  a  very  expensive  manner,  and  that  it  was 
time  the  Premier  looked  into  it  to  see  if  the 
work  could  not  be  done  more  cheaply.  He 
thought  any  private  firm  with  a  similar  amount 
of  business  to  ofier  would  get  it  done  on  more 
favourable  terms. 

Major  ATKINSON  said  he  would  look  into 
the  matter;  but  he  might  say  the  colony  now 
got  its  work  done  at  less  than  market  rates. 

Vote,  £3,065,  agreed  to. 

Class  IV. — Mikister  of  Justice. 
Vote,  Amounts  under -estimated  on  votes, 
£2,716,  agreed  to. 

Class  V. — Postmasteb-Genebal, 
Vote,  Miscellaneous,  £250,  agreed  to. 

Class  VI. — Cohmissioseb  of  Cdstoms. 
Vote,  Miscellaneous,  £388,  agreed  to. 

.  Class  VII. — Comuissioneb  of  Stamps. 
Vote,  Miscellaneous,  £130,  agreed  to. 

Class  VIII. — Mimister  of  Education. 
Vote,  School  for  deaf-mutes,  £92,  agreed  to. 

Class  IX. — Minister  fob  Native  Affaies. 

Miscellaneous,  £200. 

In  reply  to  Mr.  R.  H.  J.  EEEVES, 

Mr.  MITCHELSONsaid  that  this  was  a  vote 
to  Mr.  G.  M.  Park,  who  entered  the  service  of 
the  Telegraph  Department  in  1869,  and  was 
stationed  at  Taupo  during  the  time  of  the  Te 
Kooti  outbreak,  and  rendered  valuable  service 
to  the  colony  during  that  time  by  supplying 
military  officers  in  the  district  with  informa- 
tion, which  he  gathered  at  considerable  expense 
to  himself.  Sir  Donald  McLean  recognised  the 
value  of  his  services,  and  promised  that  they 
should  be  rewarded ;  but  nothing  was  done. 
Mr.  Park  presented  several  petitions,  and  in 
1886  the  Committee  strongly  recommended  his 
claim.  The  late  Government  proposed  to  put 
a  sum  on  the  supplementary  estimates ;  but, 
owing  to  the  occurrences  of  last  session,  no  such 
estimates  were  brought  down.  After  inquiry 
and  consultation  with  the  Chairman  of  the 
Public  Petitions  Committee  that  dealt  with 
the  question  last  session,  the  Government  had 
put  this  sum  on,  believing  that  it  would  settle 
the  claim  equitably. 

Vote,  £200,  agreed  to. 

Class  X. — Ministeb  of  Mines. 

Miscellaneous,  £4,600. 

Mr.  MONK  asked  for  an  explanation  of  what 
seemed  a  large  item. 

Mr.  G.  P.  RICHARDSON  said  that  half  of 
it  was  for  a  reward  for  goldfield  discoveries. 
The  vote  seemed  largo,  but  he  did  not  think  it 
would  be  expended. 


Mr.  MONK  asked  what  was  the  use  of  putr 
ting  on  votes  for  such  a  purpose  when  they 
were  not  likely  to  be  expended. 

Major  ATKINSON  said  it  did  not  much 
matter  whether  the  money  was  voted  or  not. 
He  was  inclined  to  think  it  was  not  of  much 
use  to  put  such  votes  on  the  estimates. 

Vote,  £4,600,  agreed  to. 

Class  XI. — Wobkino  Railways  Defabthent. 

Working  railways,  £1,117. 

Dr.  NEWMAN  said  there  was  an  amount 
set  down  for  compensation  for  injuries,  and  for 
compassionate  allowances  to  widows,  and  he 
thought  some  system  or  plan  should  be  adopted 
with  regard  to  these.  Those  who  had  influence 
might  get  a  great  deal,  while  those  without  it 
might  receive  very  little.  The  Minister  would 
do  good  work  if  he  would  look  into  this  matter. 
He  thought  also  that  such  work  as  crossing- 
keeping  should  be  given  to  men  who  had  re- 
ceived injuries  in  the  public  service. 

Mr.  MITCHELSON  replied  that  there  was 
a  standard  for  compassionate  allowances.  If  a 
man  in  the  department  lost  his  life  through  an 
accident,  his  widow  received  six  months'  pay. 
He  quite  agreed  with  the  other  suggestion,  and 
had  no  doubt  that  the  Railway  Commissioners, 
when  appointed,  would  take  the  matter  into 
consideration, 

Mr.  GOLDIE  asked  for  what  the  gratuities 
were  given — if  they  were  for  long  service. 

Mr.  MITCHELSON  explained  that  they 
were  for  long  services.  In  one  case  a  man  who 
had  been  in  the  service  eighteen  years,  on 
being  discharged  because  of  his  inability 
through  age,  received  twelve  months'  pay,  and 
another  man  who  bad  been  twenty-two  years 
in  the  service  received  a  similar  allowance. 

Vote  agreed  to. 

Class  XII. — JIinisteb  for  Public  Wobks. 

Public  Buildings  —  Restoration  of  General 
Post  Office,  Wellington,  £20,000. 

Sir  3.  VOGEL  would  like  an  explanation  of 
this  vote.  Was  it  intended  to  put  up  a  tower 
on  the  post-office  7 

Mr.  MITCHELSON  had  not  had  time  to 
consider  the  question  of  a  tower,  but  had 
come  to  the  conclusion  that  the  specifications 
that  had  been  prepared  were  not  suitable.  In 
fact,  he  thought  the  building,  if  re-erected  in 
accordance  with  them,  would  be  unsafe. 

Mr.  E.  RICHARDSON  wished  to  know  why 
there  was  an  increase  on  the  estimated  cost, 
which  was  £13,500. 

Mr.  MITCHELSON  replied  that  money 
would  have  to  be  provided  for  the  internal  fit- 
tings of  the  building. 

Mr.  R.  H.  J.  REEVES  thought  they  might 
be  sure  the  Minister  would  not  spend  more 
than  was  required.  He  thought  it  very  neces- 
sary that  the  building  should  be  erected. 

Sir  J.  VOGEL  moved,  That  the  vote  he  re- 
duced by  £6,500.'  He  did  not  know  why  more 
than  that  should  be  required,  and  did  not 
think  that  more  should  be  voted  than  was 
wanted.  He  was  decidedly  adverse  to  putting 
up  a  clock-tower,  as  the  money  could  be  saved 
at  a  time  when,  thronghoat  the  country,  there 
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was  a  want  of  small  buildings  for  publio  pur- 
poses. It  would  be  entirely  impossible  before 
next  session  to  supply  the  internal  fittings,  and 
the  votes  should  be  taken  separately.  He 
knew  from  information  that  came  before  him 
before  he  left  office  that  the  building  could  be 
restored  for  £18,500. 

Mr.  QUINKESS  supported  the  amendment. 
While  public  offices  were  required  throughout 
the  colony  it  seemed  to  him  they  were  not  in  a 
position  to  spend  money  on  a  clock-tower:  that 
should  be  deferred  until  they  could  afiord  to 
do  liberal  justice  all  round. 

Mr.  PEACOCK  wished  to  know  if  the  Minis- 
ter intended  to  call  for  tenders  for  the  fittings 
as  well  as  for  the  restoration  of  the  building. 

Mr.  MITCHELSON  did  not  intend  to  call 
for  tenders  for  both  the  building  and  the  fittings 
at  the  same  time.  He  hoped  the  yote  would 
be  left  as  it  stood,  and  he  would  assure  honour- 
able members  that  no  greater  expense  than  was 
absolutely  necessary  would  be  incurred. 

The  Committee  divided  on  the  question, 
"  Tha"t  the  vote  be  reduced  by  £6,600." 
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Majority  against,  20. 

Amendment  negatived. 

Sir  J.  VOGEL  said  the  retrenchment  sham 
had  burst,  and  they  now  knew  that  it  was 
nothing  more  than  an  instrument  for  party 
purposes.  How  the  Government  could  recon- 
cile to  themselves  to  talk  of  cutting  down 
salaries  in  all  directions,,  and  refuse  to  carry 
on  works  of  absolute  necessity,  on  the  plea  that 
there  was  no  money,  and  at  the  same  time 
bring  down  such  an  extravagant  vote  as  this, 
was  past  his  understanding.  If  he  were  a 
younger  and  a  stronger  man  he  would  stone- 
wall this  vote  for  twenty-four  hours,  until 
honourable  members  could  be  brought  back, 
as  he  felt  sure  they  would  vote  against  it. 
As,  however,  opposition  appeared  to  be  ineffec- 
tive, he  would  ask  the  honourable  member  in 
charge  of  the  department,  while  asking  for 
authority  for  this  amount  ip  the  Appropriation 
Act,  to  put  in  a  provision  that  not  more  than 
£2,000  should  be  expended  during  the  three 
months  to  the  81st  March. 

Mr.  MITCHELSON  said  it  was  his  intention 
to  have  a  provision  to  that  effect  inserted  in 
the  Appropriation  Act. 

Vote,  £20,000,  agreed  to. 
Sir  J.  Vogel 


Class  XIII.— Mimistxb  of  Defesce. 

Defence,  £7,884. 

Sir  J.  VOGEL  said  the  Premier  had  made  a 
charge  against  the  late  Minister  of  Defence 
of  ordering  rifles  from  Home  without  leaving 
any  record  in  the  office.  He  (Sir  J.  Vogel)  wa« 
sorry  that  his  late  colleague  was  prevented, 
through  illness,  from  being  present;  but  he 
imagined  it  was  not  the  fault  of  that  honourable 
gentleman,  but  of  some  officer  of  the  depart- 
ment, that  a  sufficient  record  was  not  placed 
before  the  new  Ministry.  The  complaint  was, 
that  the  Minister,  when  he  tried  to  estimate 
the  requirements  of  the  year,  was  not  informed 
of  these  rifles  and  arms  which  had  unexpectedly 
arrived ;  but  he  would  ask  the  Comuiittee  to 
suspend  its  judgment  until  it  could  hear  what 
Mr.  Ballance  had  to  say  in  reply.  Unfortunately 
that  gentleman  was  at  present  too  ill  to  be 
troubled  by  asking  for  information  on  the  sub- 
ject. This  showed,  however,  that  the  so-called 
reductions  only  amounted  to  the  ordinaiy 
saving  between  the  amounts  voted  and  those 
actually  expended. 

Mr.  FERGUS  said  that,  as  a  matter  of  fact, 
the  appropriation  last  year  was  £5,000  and  the 
expenditure  £13,000. 

Mr.  B.  H.  J.  BEEVES  thought  the  amount 
of  £50  put  down  for  repairs  to  the  graves  at  Te 
Awamutu  ought  to  be  at  least  £100 ;  and  ebiso 
that  the  compassionate  allowance  to  the  widow 
of  the  late  Colonel  Lyon  was  very  small,  and 
ought  to  be  £500  instead  of  £100. 

Mr.  GOLDIE  said  that  Colonel  Lyon  got 
£900  the  year  before  he  died,  and  he  (Mr. 
Goldie)  thought  the  amount  now  given  to  his 
widow  was  quite  sufficient. 

Major  JACKSON  said  Colonel  Lyon  got  two 
years'  pay  on  retiring,  which  he  was  entitled  to, 
and  he  had  worked  for  two  years  at  £50  a  year, 
and  had  done  better  service  than  those  who  were 
receiving  far  larger  salaries.  He  had  done 
good  service  in  times  past  to  the  country,  and 
had  never  spared  himself;  and  it  was  only  a 
nice  tribute  to  his  memory  to  give  this  small 
amount  to  his  widow. 

Vote,  £7,884,  agreed  to. 

LAND  FtmD  ACCOUNT. 

Class  XIV. 

Minister  of  Lands,  £17,800. 

Mr.  MONK  would  like  to  know  how  it  was 
there  was  so  much  under-estimated  in  regard 
to  salaries  as  £15,000. 

Mr.  G.  F.  BICHARDSON  said  there  had 
been  a  mistake  made  in  not  looking  into  the 
figures  more  carefully.  One  or  two  of  the 
items  covered  the  amount  voted  on  the  general 
estimates  plus  the  amount  that  was  required 
in  excess.  He  would  ask  the  Committee  to 
reduce  the  vote  by  £5,000,  and  he  begged  to 
move  a  motion  to  that  effect. 

Mr.  B.  H.  J.  REEVES  would  like  to  know 
how  it  was  that  £1,000  was  under-estimated  for 
expenses  under  the  Thermal  Springs  Act. 

Mr.  G.  F.  BICHARDSON  said  on  the  general 
estimates  £500  was  voted.  It  was  found  that 
the  service  at  the  close  of  the  yesu;  would  re- 
quire a  total  expenditure  of  nearly  £1,0Q0. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1887.] 


Supply. 


[HOUSE.] 


Supply. 


1016 


Sir  J.  YOOEL  said  this  was  one  of  the 
alleged  savings  which  he  spoke  of  during  the 
session  as  having  no  other  basis  than  the  good 
intentions  of  the  Minister  in  charge — merely 
the  sanguine  expectations  of  what  new  Minis- 
ters would  do  when,  as  they  said,  they  turned 
that  big  building  upside-down.  Instead  of  a 
saving  of  £15,000,  which  was  to  form  the  basis 
of  £60,000  saving  next  year,  honourable  mem- 
bers found  there  was  a  demand  for  £17,800  on 
the  supplementary  estimates. 

Mr.  G.  P.  EICHARDSON  said  the  proposed 
savings  were  based  on  a  conclusion  that  the 
reductions  would  take  place  on  the  1st  of 
January,  and  these  estimates  now  were  based 
on  the  belief  that  the  expenditure  must  go  on 
till  pretty  near  the  end  of  the  financial  year. 
The  retrenchment  proposed  also  included  the 
abolition  of  the  Land  Boards  and  the  dispens- 
ing with  the  services  of  officers  who  would 
have  gone  with  the  Land  Boards. 

Mr.  MONK  asked  if  he  was  to  conclude  that 
the  reductions  or  savings  were  not  likely  to 
eventuate. 

Mr.  G.  F.  BIOHAEDSON  said  the  whole  of 
them  could  not  eventuate.  The  Government 
were  continaally  springing  surprises  of  expendi- 
ture that  were  never  thought  of. 

Motion  to  reduce  the  vote  by  £5,000  agreed 
to. 

Vote,  as  reduced,  £12,800,  agreed  to. 

PUBLIC  WORKS  FUND.-PAET  I. 

Class  II. 

Public  Works  Dejpartment,  £532. 

Mr.  MONK  inquired  how  it  was  there  was 
such  a  large  amount  as  £533  as  compensation 
to  Mr.  W.  W.  Dartnall  .for  loss  of  office. 

Mr.  MITCHELSON  explained  that  this 
gentleman  had  been  for  many  years  Engineer 
in  Southland,  and  had  been  in  the  service  of 
the  Government  since  1874 ;  and  the  sum  set 
down  was  the  sum  he  was  entitled  to  receive  for 
loss  of  office,  according  to  the  minute  of  the 
late  Government.  The  present  Government 
had  a  doubt  whether  officers  in  the  Public 
Works  Department  were  really  entitled  to  com- 
pensation, as  the  works  upon  which  they  were 
engaged  were  generally  of  a  temporary  charac- 
ter; but  they  found  a  minute  of  the  late  Public 
Works  Minister  recommending  the  payment 
of  this  amount  to  Mr.  Dartnall,  and  this 
minute  had  received  the  approval  of  the  late 
Cabinet.  It  was  brought  before  the  present 
Cabinet ;  and,  although  they  placed  this 
amount  on  the  estimates,  the  Government  did 
not  intend  to  pay  it  until  they  had  considered 
the  question  as  to  whether  LIr.  Dartnall  was 
legally  entitled  to  receive  this  sum. 

Mr.  B.  H.  J.  BEEVES  reminded  honourable 
members  that  Mr.  Dartnall  bad  been  in  the 
provincial  service  before  he  joined  the  General 
Government  service. 

Vote,  £o32,  agreed  to. 

PDBIilC  TRUST  OFFICE  ACCOUNT. 
Pnblio  Trust  Office,  £5,380. 
Mr.  HUTCHISON  said  the  evidence  taken 
on  a  petition  before  the  Native  Afiaiis  Com- 


mittee showed  there  was  very  great  dissatis- 
faction among  those  most  directly  interested 
in  the  management  of  the  leaseholds  under 
the  West  Coast  Settlement  Reserves  Actd. 
There  was  great  complaint  as  to  the  way  the 
work  of  collecting  and  distributing  tho  rents 
had  been  performed.  There  was  great  dis- 
satisfaction now  among  tlie  Natives  interested 
in  these  leases,  and,  as  there  would  be  much 
additional  work  under  the  Act  just  passed,  he 
hoped  the  Colonial  Treasurer  would  make  in- 
quiry, with  a  vie>v  to  efficiency  being  secured. 

Major  ATKINSON  said  he  would  take  an 
opportunity  of  looking  into  the  matter. 

Sir  J.  VOGEL  said  he  had  come  to  tlxe  con- 
clusion— although  the  custom  had  existed  while 
he  was  in  office — that  charging  against  depart- 
ments like  the  Public  Trust  Office  and  the 
Government  Insurance  Office  the  cost  of  their 
own  audit  was  not  a  good  system,  because  it 
made  the  audit  officer  of  either  of  those  depart- 
ments a  mere  member  of  that  department, 
which  meant  a  loss  of  independence  on  the 
part  of  those  responsible  for  the  audit.'  The 
official  was  under  the  head  of  his  own  de- 
partment, and  should  not  have  to  look  to 
another  department  on  such  a  question  as  a 
rise  of  salary.  Of  course  the  object  was  to 
show  the  cost  of  the  Audit  Department  to  be 
as  small  as  possible ;  but  it  was  a  merely 
fictitious  way  of  showing  the  cost  of  the  Audit 
Department.  The  Audit  Department  was  suffi- 
ciently valuable  in  itself  to  bear  the  necessary 
cost.  He  thought  the  cost  of  audit  of  tho 
Public  Trust  Office  and  the  Government  In- 
surance Office  should  be  charged  along  with 
the  rest  of  the  Audit  Department,  and  that  the 
audit  of  both  should  be  made  quite  independent. 
He  thought  it  was  a  vicious  principle  to  have 
officers  in  the  immediate  pay  of  the  depart- 
ments they  were  auditing. 

Major  ATKINSON  said  he  should  be  glad  to 
consider  the  matter. 

Vote,  £5,330,  agreed  to. 

GOVERNMENT  INSURANCE  ACCOUNT. 
Vote,  Government  Insurance  Department, 
£48,418,  agreed  to. 

UNAUTHORISED  EXPENDITURE  ACCOUNT. 

Vote,  Consolidated  Fund — For  services  not 
provided  for,  £53,685  15s.  8d.,  agreed  to. 

Vote,  Public  Works  Fund — For  services  not 
provided  for,  and  services  in  excess  of  votes, 
£28,633  10s.  8d.,  agreed  to. 

Vote,  Government  Life  Insurance  Depart- 
ment— For  services  in  excess  of  item,  £4,962 
13s.  lid.,  agreed  to. 

Vote,  Sums  irrecoverable  by  the  Crown  re- 
quired to  bo  written  oS  departmental  accounts, 
£30  18s.  2d.,  agreed  to. 

On  the  resolutions  being  reported, 

Mr.  PEACOCK  asked  whether  the  Premier 
was  prepared  to  give  effect  to  the  suggestion  he 
(Mr.  Peacock)  had  made  in  a  motion  he  had 
put  on  the  Order  Paper,  but  which  had  not 
been  reached,  setting  forth  that  rewards  sliould 
be  offered  on  certain  conditions  for  the  dis- 
covery of  new  goldfields. 
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Major  ATKINSON  said  he  would  give  effect 
to  that  suggestion  of  the  honourable  gentle- 
man's. 

Sir  J.  VOGEL. — Before  you  put  the  question 
that  the  resolutions  be  agreed  to,  Sir,  I  wish 
to  state,  lest  my  remarks  in  Committee  of 
Supply  were  not  taken  down,  that  I  very  much 
regret  that  the  amount  of  £20,000  voted  for  the 
'Welhngtoii  Post-office  was  passed.  I  am  of 
opinion  tliat  bad  tliere  been  a  fuller  House  it 
would  not  have  been  passed;  and  I  should 
have  felt  myself  justified  in  delaying  its  pas- 
sage, only  that  I  have  not  physical  strength  to 
do  so  by  those  means  which  are  popularly  termed 
"stonewalling."  Similarly  so  in  reference  to 
the  charge  of  wasting  time  made  against  me  by 
the  Premier  earlier  this  evening:  1  should  have 
felt  myself  justified  in  adopting  a  like  coarse,  if 
I  had  been  strong  enough,  with  regard  to  the 
clause  intro<1uced  into  the  Loan  Bill  after  the 
departure  of  so  large  a  number  of  members. 
But,  Sir,  I  am  of  opinion  that  the  loan 

Mr.  SPKAKER. — I  must  remind  the  honour- 
able mLmber  that  the  Xioan  Bill  is  passed,  and, 
being  passed,  he  cannot  debate  it. 

Sir  J.  VOGEL. — I  believe,  on  this  question  I 
can  speak  to  anything. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— Not  to  a  past  debate.  Past 
debates  nrc  not  allowed  to  be  referred  to. 

Sir  jr.  VOGEL. — I  can  move  that  the  votes 
be  recommitted. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— Not  the  Loan  Bill.  The 
Loan  Bill  is  pa.ssed,  and  disposed  of.  You  can 
move  that  these  resolutions  be  recommitted,  of 
course,  but  not  the  Loan  Bill. 

Sir  J.  VOGEL.  — Well,  Sir,  I  must  adopt 
once  more  those  means  by  which  one  can 
express  his  meaning  at  greater  length.  I  was 
about  to  say  that  the  House  has  decided  by  its 
votes  not  to  continue  immigration — not  to  bor- 
row for  the  purpose  of  immigration ;  and  it  will 
be  misleading' should  we  suppose  that  the  votes 
which  we  have  now  passed,  which  comprise 
the  amount  of  £10,000  for  immigration,  were 
other  than  an  amount  to  meet  engagements 
already  contracted  for.  As  regards  future  im- 
migration, the  Government  have  no  authority 
from  the  House  to  enter  into  any  arrangement 
beyond  the  present  liabilities.  I  believe,  Sir, 
that,  were  a  well-considered  scheme  brought 
before  the  House,  it  might  be  otherwise.  I 
shall  not  prolong  my  remarks,  but-  only  wish 
to  place  these  remarks  on  record  in  Hansard. 

Resolutious  agreed  to. 

SAN  FRANCISCO  MAIL  SERVICE. 
Major  ATKINSON.— I  now,  with  the  leave 
of  the  House,  will  move  a  resolution  with  re- 
gard to  the  San  Francisco  mail  service.  The 
Qovcmment  hod  originally  intended  to  ask 
the  House  for  authority  to  enter  into  nego- 
tiations for  a  further  contract ;  but,  looking 
,at  the  responsibility  of  getting  a  fair  time  for 
its  consideration  during  tho  present  session, 
they  have  now  come  to  the  conclusion  that  it 
would  be  better  to  ask  the  House  to  grant 
authority  to  renew  the  present  service  for  one 
year  with  the  present  contractors.  By  that 
means  we  shall  have  plenty  of  time  for^  the  | 


discussion  of  this  question  during  next  sessian, 
and  the  two  contracts  will  expire  within  a 
month  of  each  other.  They  will  both  expire 
in  the  same  year— one  in  November  and  the 
other  in  December — when  we  shall,  I  hope,  be 
able  to  enter  into  fresh  arrangements  for  both 
these  services.  I  do  not  propose  to  make  a 
speech  upon  tho  subject,  but  I  will  move  this 
resolution :  That,  in  view  of  the  contract  for 
the  San  Francisco  mail  service  terminating  in 
November  next^year,  and  of  the  impossibility 
of  giving  the  question  of  renewal  full  considera- 
tion this  session,  the  Government  be  authorised 
to  arrange  with  the  present  contractors  for  an 
extension  of  the  contract  for  twelve  months, 
and  to  submit  to  the  House  next  session 
definite  proposals  for  the  continuance  of  the 
service 

Sir  3.  VOGEL.  — I  should  like  to  ask  the 
honourable  gentleman,  does  he  mean  to  give 
the  Government  unlimited  power  as  to  the  ex- 
pense, or  does  he  mean  that  it  should  be  dona 
on  the  samt  terms  as  at  present? 

Major  ATKINSON.— On  the  same  terms  as 
at  present. 

Sir  J.  VOGEL.— Nor  does  it  say  that  it  shall 
be  with  the  concurrence  of  the  New  South  Wales 
Government.  But  if  the  honourable  gentleman 
assures  us  that  this  is  the  intention  of  merely 
continuing  the  contract  on  the  same  terms  as 
at  present,  of  course  we  shall  accept  the  assur- 
ance. But  I  wish  to  say  this :  that  I  think 
this  is  a  course  which  the  honourable  gentle- 
man has  been  forced  into  not  because  of  there 
not  being  time,  but  because  it  is  the  only  course 
that  is  really  open  to  him.  But  he  lost  sight  of 
a  matter  which  I  may  point  out  to  him — that 
the  key  to  the  whole  position  is  this :  Whether 
the  English  Government  are  willing  to  con- 
cede the  carriage  of  mails  between  San  Fran- 
cisco and  England,  and  England  and  San 
Francisco,  as  they  hitherto  have  done ;  and 
the  communications  with  the  Agent-Geneial 
on  the  subject  for  many  months  past  are 
decidedly  discouraging  in  this  respect.  The 
position  is  one  of  a  very  critical  and'  dan- 
gerous nature.  The  Canadian  Government 
is  pressing  the  English  Government  very 
strongly  to  adopt  and  subsidise  the  route  be- 
tween Canada  and  the  Australian  Colonies,  and 
it  is  also  pressing  upon  the  Australian  Colonies 
to  encourage  such  a  route.  Now,  I  believe, 
though  I  am  not  sure,  that  the  English  Go- 
vernment, after  a  good  deal  of  consideration, 
is  assisting  the  Canadian  Government  with  re- 
gard to  subsidising  the  line  to  Japan  or  China, 
but  it  has  shown  no  disposition  to  subsidise  or 
help  to  subsidise  the  line  to  Australia.  On  the 
other  hand  the  Canadian  Government  will  pro- 
bably look  upon  it  as  such  an  unfriendly  thing  on 
the  part  of  the  English  Government  to  help  the 
service  by  San  Francisco  to  the  Australasian 
Colonies  that  I  am  afraid  it  is  very  doubtful  if 
tho  English  Government  will  be  persuaded  to 
continue  the  arrangement  aiter  November  next. 
I  point  out  this  difficulty  to  the  honourable 
gentleman  because,  if  he  considers  himself 
bound  by  the  assurance  he  has  given  that  he 
will  not  pay  more  for  the  service  than  he  is 
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paying  now,  his  fiist  point  will  be  to  ascertain 
-whether  the  English  Government  will  continue 
to  carry  the  mails  after  twelve  months.  I  com- 
municated with  the  Agent- General,  asking  him 
to  arrange,  if  possible,  for  carrying  the  mails 
between  England  and  San  Francisco,  and  San 
I^nncisco  and  England,  for  three  years  ;  but 
he  gave  me  no  encouragement  to  snppose  that 
it  would  be  done.  I  think  it  is  wise,  therefore, 
that  the  Government  should  try  to  extend  the 
time  now  for  one  year.  I  do  not  believe  the 
English  Government  would  object  to  that, 
although  I  do  tiot  feel  at  all  sure  upon  the  sub- 
ject, and  I  cannot  help  thinking  that  at  the 
expiration  of  that  year  there  is  very  little 
ohance  of  the  English  Government  assisting 
a  line  so  opposed  to  the  wishes  of  Canada. 
Therefore  the  colony  will  then  have  to  face  the 
question  of  carrying  the  mails  between  England 
and  San  Francisco,  and  San  Francisco  and 
Sngland,  at  possibly  considerably  increased 
expense.  In  my  opinion  the  permanent  con- 
tinuance of  the  San  Francisco  service  really 
depends  upon  the  United  States  Legislature. 
It  depends  upon  their  reducing  the  duty  on 
wool.  If  such  a  course  were  adopted  it  would 
lead  to  a  large  trade  between  the  Australian 
Oolonies  and  the  United  States.  But  in  the 
absence  of  such  an  inducement  there  would  be 
a  groat  obstacle  to  continuing  the  San  Fran- 
cisco service,  and  overlooking  the  Canadian 
line.  There  is  another  question  to  be  borne 
in  mind,  and  that  is  the  completion  of  the 
Panama  Canal.  If  it  should  be  the  case  that 
the  duty  on  Australian  wool  is  reduced,  in  my 
opinion  the  colonies  would  be  glad  to  obtain  a 
good  and  perhaps  expensive  service  with  San 
Francisco.  If  such  a  change  does  not  take 
place  I  am  not  hopeful  that  an  arrangement 
can  be  made  for  continuing  the  San  Francisco 
service  beyond  the  year's  extension  now  asked 
for,  and  I  am  not  even  confident  that  we  shall 
be  able  to  get  that  year's  extension. 

Major  ATKINSON.— The  subjects  to  which 
the  honourable  gentleman  has  referred  have  not 
escaped  my  attention,  and  I  should  not  have 
thought  that  the  honourable  gentleman  could 
have  conceived  it  possible  that  I  hod  not  looked 
into  my  business.  I  have  been  in  communica- 
tion with  Canada  on  the  subject,  and  also  with 
the  authorities  at  Home,  and  there  is  some 
reason,  I  believe,  for  hoping  that  the  Imperial 
Government  will  extend  the  service.  That 
point  is  not  settled  yet,  but  I  think  it  is  possible 
they  will  be  disposed  to  continue  the  arrange- 
ment, at  all  events  for  one  year.  As  I  have 
mentioned,  it  is  quite  possible  that  we  may 
have  to  give  up  this  route ;  but  I  do  not  want 
to  go  into  these  matters  now,  when  nobody  is 
listening,  and  it  is  only  taking  up  time  to  no 
purpose.  It  is  quite  clear  that  we  cannot  have 
lull  information  as  to  what  we  can  do  by  way  of 
Canada  or  by  San  Francisco,  or  even,  possibly, 
by  the  more  southern  route ;  and,  of  course,  it 
depends  very  much  upon  Sydney.  The  Ameri- 
can Government  are  ready  to  advance  their 
contribution  by  £30,000.  Of  course  that  is  not 
nearly  sufficient.  The  Government  intend  to 
give  full  information  to  the  House  next  session 


on  the  subject,  and  in  the  meantime  I  hope 
we  shall  be  able  to  extend  the  service  for 
another  year. 

Sir  J.  VOGEL.— I  did  not  attribute  Euay  want 
of  attention  to  the  honourable  gentleman;  I 
simply  said  the  matter  might  have  escaped  bis 
attention. 

Besolution  agreed  to. 

MASTERTON-MANGAMAHOE  BLOCK. 

Mr.  BEETHAM  said  it  had  been  reported  in 
the  Wairarapa  District  and  Woodville  that  the 
Government  intended  to  resume  possession  of 
the^Iasterton-Mangamahoe  Special-settlement 
Block.  He  wished  to  ask  the  Minister  of 
Lands  if  such  was  the  case. 

Mr.  G.  F.  RICHARDSON  replied  that  the 
Government  had  no  such  intention  ;  but  there 
had  been  some  difficulty  with  regard  to  pay- 
ment on  the  part  of  the  selectors.  At  present 
only  a  portion  of  the  money  for  the  rural  lands 
had  been  paid,  but  none  with  regard  to  the 
township. 

REEPTON  TOWN-SECTIONS. 
Mr.  R.  H.  J.  REEVES  asked  the  Minister  of 
Lands,  If  he  can  devise  some  means  by  which 
the  town-sections  unsold  in  the  Town  of  Reef- 
ton  may  be  disposed  of,  and  the  proceeds  of 
sale  placed  in  a  suspense  account,  pending 
final  settlement  of  contract  between  the  Mid- 
land Railway  Company  and  the  Government  ? 
He  understood  that  Mr.  Alan  Scott,  the  colo- 
nial manager  of  the  company,  was  quite  ready 
to  agree  to  the  course  suggested,  and  such  a 
course  would  give  general  satisfaction  if  by 
some  means  or  other  it  could  be  adopted.  He 
believed  there  were  several  people  who  had  ex- 
pended considerable  sums  in  improving  land 
m  that  neighbourhood ;  but  the  whole  of  the 
land  was  locked  up  at  the  present  time,  and, 
though  in  some  cases  people  were  living  on 
sections,  the  county  authorities  could  not  rate 
them,  on  account  of  the  land  not  having  been 
nutde  freehold.  He  hoped  the  Minister  would 
be  able  to  do  something  in  the  matter,  which 
was  one  of  very  considerable  local  importance. 
Only  that  morning  he  hod  received  a  letter 
from  a  settler  at  Tadmor  in  which  the  writer 
said, — 

"  We  very  much  feel  the  wont  of  being  able 
to  get -a  title  to  land  in  this  district.  Cannot 
some  arrangement  be  mode  similar  to  that 
suggested  by  you,  and  let  the  people  have 
the  land  to  settle  on,  instead  of  being,  as  it 
is,  useless  to  the  railway  company  and  the 
colony  ?  " 

Mr.  G.  P.  RICHARDSON  said  the  Govern- 
ment could  not  interfere  at  the  present  time, 
because  the  land  was  within  the  authorised 
area,  and  the  negotiations  with  the  company 
were  not  yet  complete.  The  Government  hod 
taken  power,  however,  under  the  resolutions 
which  had  been  passed  by  the  House,  to  deal 
with  the  lands  within  the  company's  area  on 
the  company's  assent  being  obtained,  and 
when  the  present  negotiations  were  completed 
probably  the  honourable  gentleman's  sugges- 
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tion  wonld  be  given  effect  to.    In  the  mean- 
time, however,  aothing  could  be  done. 

BAY  OF  PLENTY  NATIVES. 

Mr.  CARBOLIj  asked  the  Government  if 
they  would  during  the  recess  take  into  con- 
sideration the  position  of  the  Natives  in  the 
Bay  of  Plenty  rendered  landless,  as  it  were,  by 
the  late  eruptions.  A  number  of  them  were  in 
a  very  poor  state,  and  their  case  required  im- 
medii^te  consideration.  Ho  had  recently  been 
there  himself,  and  he  knew  the  state  they  were 
in.  It  was  most  desirable  that  some  measure 
of  relief  should  be  adopted.  There  were  large 
blocks  of  Crown  leyad  in  the  district  that  were 
not  worth  anything  to  Europeans  for  the  pur- 
poses of  settlement,  but  which  would  be  very 
beneficial  to  the  Natives  if  the  Government 
could  see  their  way  to  provide  for  these  poor 
people  by  allowing  them  to  have  some  of  those 
lands.  He  was  sorry  the  Native  Minister  was 
not  present,  and  would  ask  the  question  of  the 
Premier. 

Major  ATKINSON  said  the  Government 
would  look  into  the  matter.  He  was  sure  the 
honourable  gentleman  would  not  expect  him  to 
give  a  pledge,  but  he  should  be  very  glad  to 
inquire  into  the  matter  and  consider  it,  and  if 
he  could  do  anything  properly  to  afford  relief 
he  should  be  very  glsid  to  do  it. 

GREYIIOUTH  HARBOUR. 

Mr.  GUINNESS.— I  understand  it  is  not  the 
intention  of  the  Government  to  bring  in  a  Bill 
this  session  with  regard  to  dissolving  the  Grey- 
mouth  Harbour  Board;  but  I  will  ask  the 
Premier  whether,  under  section  9  of  the  Grey- 
mouth  Harbour  Act,  the  Government  are  pre- 
pared to  get  a  resolution  passed  sanctioning 
the  guarantee  of  a  further  loan  of  £50,000,  that 
being  the  balance  of  the  amount  authorised  by 
Act  to  be  borrowed.  I  know  what  information 
the  Premier  has  given  me  privately,  but,  in  the 
interests  of  my  constituents,  knowing  that  this 
matter  is  agitating  the  public  mind,  I  wish  the 
Premier  to  publicly  state  whether  the  Govern- 
ment intend  to  propose  such  a  resolution,  or 
what  course  they  intend  to  adopt. 

Major  ATKINSON.  — We  were  inclined  to 
introduce  a  Bill,  according  to  the  recommenda- 
tion of  the  Committee  which  sat  on  the  Westport 
Harbour,  to  take  over  that  harbour  at  once,  and 
we  should  have  proposed  in  the  same  Bill  that 
the  Government  should  take  power  to  inquire 
into  the  working  of  the  Greymouth  Harbour, 
with  a  view,  if  necessary,  of  taking  that  over 
also ;  but,  as  the  honourable  gentleman  is 
aware  from  the  information  I  have  given  him, 
the  Government  does  not  think  there  is  time 
to  consider  those  measures  this  session,  but  the 
Government  will  make  inquiry  and  taJce  such 
action  as  may  be  necessary.  With  reference 
to  money  for  carrying  out  the  work,  the  Go- 
vernment are  of  opinion  that  the  work  should 
be  pushed  on  with  vigour,  for  it  is  a  most 
important  work.  The  Government  do  not  pro- 
|K>se  to  pass  any  resolution  of  the  sort  men- 
tioned in  the  Acts,  but  it  is  their  intention  to 
find  the  necessary  moneys  on  the  security  of 
Jlr.  a.  F.  Bicfiardson 


debentures  they  bold,  pending  the  decision  of 
Parliament  upon  the  whole  question  next  ses- 
sion. 

APPROPRIATION  BILL. 

This  Bill  was  introduced,  and  read  a  first 
time. 

On  the  question.  That  the  Bill  be  read  a 
second  time, 

Mr.  TAIPUA  said, — Sir,  I  only  desire  to  ask 
the  Government  if  they  will  endeavour  to 
circulate  their  proposed  Native  Land  Bills  as 
soon  as  possible  during  the  recess,  so  that  the 
Maoris  may  have  the  opportunity  of  studying 
them.  I  intend  to  visit  my  constituents,  and 
should  like  to  consult  with  them. 

Mr.  MITCHELSON.— It  is  the  intention  of 
the  Government  to  circulate  the  Native  Land 
Bills  as  soon  as  they  are  prepared.  The  Go- 
vernment will  during  the  recess  take  every 
possible  care  to  make  the  Bills  acceptable  to 
both  races,  and  as  soon  as  they  are  prepared 
they  will  be  circulated  amongst  the  Maori 
chiefs. 

Mr.  R.  H.  J.  REEVES.— I  cannot  allow  this- 
opportunity  to  pass  without  entering  my  pro- 
test against  the  Government  not  having  taken 
into  consideration  the  desirability  of  putting 
money  on  the  estimates  for  the  greater  deve- 
lopment of  the  gold-mining  industry  in  New 
Zealand,  and  more  particularly  for  the  con- 
struction of  roads  and  for  the  completion  of 
bridges  on  the  main  line  of  road  from  Nelson 
to  Westport  and  Rcefton.  It  is  well  known 
that  that  district  has  been  for  years  one  of  the 
most  important  gold  -  producing  parts  of  the 
whole  colony,  and  I  can  safely  say  that  no 
part  of  the  colony  has  been  more  neglected 
m  the  matter  of  roads  and  bridges  than 
that  has  been.  Any  honourable  gentlemen 
who  take  an  interest  in  the  development  of 
mining  resources  must  know  that,  as  far  as 
the  West  Coast  is  concerned,  it  can  safely  be 
said  that  our  district  is  oar  excellence  the  most 
prosperous  in  the  whole  of  the  colony;  and 
what  we  do  want  is  a  little  more  encourage- 
ment and  more  money  spent  amongst  us  for  Qie 
purpose  of  fostering  mining  industries.  I  do 
not  blame  the  Government  on  this  occasion, 
because,  as  honourable  members  are  aware,  it 
has  not  very  much  money  to  give.  But  I  think 
there  might  have  been  an  attempt  made  to 
place  that  part  of  the  colony  which  I  represent 
in  a  rather  better  position  in  regard  to  public 
works.  I  find,  on  looking  over  the  estimates, 
that  we  have  hardly  a  single  shilling  put  down 
for  our  district.  I  trust  that  during  the  recess 
the  Minister  of  Lands  and  Mines,  and  also  the 
Minister  for  Public  Works,  if  they  con  find  it 
convenient  to  do  so,  will  visit  our  district.  For 
I  am  certain,  if  they  do,  they  will  return  to  Wel- 
lington so  impressed  with  the  importance  of 
the  district  that  they  will  come  before  the 
House  to  conscientiously  ask  for  a  considerable 
sum  of  money  to  bo  devoted  in  opening  up  the 
land,  and  possibly  in  aiding  the  industries,  on 
the  West  Coast.  The  Government,  as  I  said 
before,  I  am  well  aware,  have  not  very  much 
money  to  spare.  They  have  adopted  a  sys- 
tem of  retrenchment  that  I  hope  they  will  cao^ 
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on ;  and  I  trnst  that  when  we  meet  again, 
'whenevet  that  may  he — either  in  April  oi  in 
Hay,  I  Bapposfl — the  Government  will  bring 
down  to  the  House  such  a  scheme  of  retrench- 
ment as  we  can  approve  o{ ;  and,  for  my  own 
part,  I  can  say  that  if  they  do  that  I  shall  be 
one  of  their  supporters. 

Mr.  MABCHANT.— I  wish  to  bring  officially 
under  the  notice  of  the  Government  the  matter 
of  the  Ngaire  Swamp.  A  few  hours  ago  I  saw 
in  the  newspapers  that  the  Taranaki  Land 
Board  proposed  to  lease  twelve  hundred  acres 
of  the  swamp -land  to  Messrs.  Campbell  Bro- 
thers, who  live  near  there.  Now,  I  think  it 
desirable  the  Government  should,  before  this 
matter  is  finally  accomplished,  know  the  his- 
tory of  the  swamp.  There  is  about  seven  thou- 
sand acres  of  it  altogether,  and  that  block  was 
leased  six  or  seven  years  ago  to  Mr.  Caverhill 
for  a  term  of  twenty-one  years.  He  was  to  pay 
£200  a  year  for  the  first  seven  years,  £400  for 
the  second  seven  years,  and  £800  for  the  third 
t^nn  of  seven  years.  But  a  swamp,  of  course, 
requires  draining,  and  for  some  cause  or  other 
he  was  unable  or  unwilling  to  drain  it,  but  just 
let  it  lie  on  his  hands.  The  Government 
thought  it  desirable  to  acquire  this  block  of 
land  for  settlement,  and  they  paid  Mr.  Caver- 
hill £1,000  about  eighteen  months  ago,  I  think, 
to  extinguish  his  rights.  That  was  clearly 
done  with  the  object  of  acquiring  the  freehold 
of  the  land.  That  must,  of  necessity,  have 
been  so,  because  there  could  have  been  no  other 
object  in  paying  Mr.  Caverhill  £1,000  ;  but  now 
it  is  proposed  by  the  Land  Board  to  lease  twelve 
hundred  acres  of  the  very  best  part  of  this  land 
to  Messrs.  Campbell.  It  is  not  going  to  be  given 
away  ;  it  is  going  to  be  put  up  to  auction,  but 
at  the  very  low  upset  rental  of  £35  a  year  for 
the  twelve  hundred  acres.  The  lessees  are  ex- 
pected to  spend  £100  during  the  first  year  in 
drainage,  and  £50  for  a  year  or  two  after,  I 
understajid.  But  I  hold  it  is  improper  that 
such  a  valuable  property  as  the  Ngaire  Swamp 
should  be  dealt  with  in  such  a  manner.  It  is 
eminently  suited  to  be  divided  into  small  farms 
of  one  hundred  or  one  hundred  and  fifty  acres. 
The  land  is  not  wet — you  can  walk  across  it  at 
almost  any  time  of  the  year ;  and  it  is  within 
a  mile  and  a  half  of  the  railway-station.  All 
the  conditions  point  to  this  being  one  of 
the  most  suitable  blocks  possible  for  locating 
farmers  of  moderate  means  upon.  I  have 
already  mentioned  the  matter  to  the  Minister, 
but  I  wish  officially  to  draw  the  attention  of 
the  Government  to  it,  with  the  object  of  their 
inquiring  carefully  into  the  matter,  to  see 
whether  it  may  not  he  possible  to  acquire  the 
freehold.  I  understand  there  is  every  pro- 
bability of  the  freehold  being  acquired  before 
very  long;  but  if  large  sums  of  money  are 
spent  on  this  property  the  Native  owners  will 
not  be  disposed  to  part  with  the  freehold.  Let 
us  acquire  that  first,  then  drain  it,  and  settle 
a  large  body  of  prosperons  farmers  upon  it. 


Mr.  O'CONOR. — I  desire  to  say  a  few  words 
to  the  House  on  a  matter  I  think  of  very  con- 
siderable importance.  It  is  very  well  known 
that  for  some,  years  past  I  have  given  a  yery 
large  amount  of  my  time  to  pushing  forward 
the  coal  industry ;  and  I  desire  to  say  now  that, 
as  far  as  my  convictions  go,  there  is  nothing  of 
greater  importance  to  the  colony  at  the  pre- 
sent juncture.  To  show  that,  I  need  only 
refer  to  the  results  that  are  taking  place  along- 
side of  us,  and  I  think  they  are  well  worth  tho 
attention  of  honourable  members.  At  the  pre- 
sent time  this  is  the  state  of  the  trade  at  New- 
castle, New  South  Wales :  The  export  of  ooal 
thence  has  been, — 

Tear.  Tons. 

1882  ..  ..  ..       1,415,990 

1883  1,463,280 

1884  ..  ..  ..       1,616.730 

1885  1,652,186 

1886  2,172,835 

At  the  time  when  I  visited  Newca.stle,  for 
the  purpose  of  seeing  how  trade  was  going 
there,  they  had  inferior  ports  and  inferior  coal 
to  ours,  and  now  they  have  arrived  at  the  result 
that  over  a  million  of  money  is  paid  in  the  em- 
ployment of  labour  there  for  the  output  of  coal. 
To  achieve  a  result  anything  like  equal  to  that 
would  be  of  the  greatest  possible  advantage  to 
New  Zealand,  for  it  would  give  SiS  much  em- 
ployment as  the  loans  we  are  now  tapering  off. 
A  million  of  money  expended  in  labour  in  this 
country  would  give  us  an  enormous  result,  not 
only  in  the  employment  of  our  people  and  in 
the  consumption  of  our  products,  but  in  giving 
us  an  article  of  export  which  would  counter- 
balance tho  great  waste  the  colony  is  now 
undergoing  in  sending  so  much  capital  away  to 
meet  our  engagements  at  Home.  We  have 
now  advanced  the  Westport  Harbour  so  much 
that  a  very  marked  improvement  has  been 
made.  Another  year  of  energetic  progress 
would  see  us  in  a  position  to  export  our  coal. 
For  two  years  I  have  been  struggling ;  for  two 
years  I  have  been  constantly  complaining  to 
the  late  Government  and  asking  them  to  have 
inquiries  made,  so  that  a  stop  might  be  put 
to  the  waste  of  time  and  of  money  which  was 
going  on  there  ;  but  I  could  get  nothing  done. 
I  want  honourable  members  to  understand  dis- 
tinctly that  I  do  not  wish  my  strictures  to 
apply  in  the  slightest  degree  to  the  present 
Harbour  Board,  and  for  this  reason :  that  the 
results  of  the  last  four  months'  operations — 
since  they  have  taken  office — have  to  me  been 
most  satisfactory.  In  order  to  show  that,  I 
have  had  a  return  mad«  out  by  the  Secretary 
and  Treasurer  of  the  Board,  showing  the  work 
which  has  been  doue.  That  return  shows  the 
output  of  stone  on  th6  breakwater  from  the 
commencement  of  the  undertaking  up  to  the 
present  time.  I  will  read  the  table,  in  order 
that  honourable  members  may  clearly  under- 
stand what  the  results  have  been. 
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"Westpobt  Habboub  Boabd. 
"  statement  ihotaing  Ott^iit  and  Cost  of  Stone  delivered  in  Brealcvmter. 


By  whom  daliTsred. 

Iiim»- 
stone. 

Cost 
per  Ton. 

Granite. 

Cost 
per  Ton. 

Bemarks. 

Tons. 

a.  d. 

Tons. 

8.    d. 

Price  and  Clark 

. 

.. 

1,864 

3    6 

Contract,  April,  1886. 

May  to  October,  1886. 

Blakeley  and  Savag 

3     10,325 

8    8i 

6,336-7 

3    8^ 

Dav-labout 

273 

15    1 

Fortnight  ending  27th  Oct.,  1886. 

. 

750 

12    2 

ire 

12    2 

10th  Nov.,  1886. 

.       1,056 

6  10} 

703 

6  10} 

24th  Nov.,  1886. 

.       2,143 

4    6, 

725 

4    61 

8th  Dec,  1886. 

.       1,597 

5    1 

783 

5    4 

22nd  Dec.,  1886. 

.       1,894 

6    1 

690 

7    71 

Period  ending  12th  Jan.,  1887. 

flr                                          • 

.       2,000 

4    6} 

750 

6    31 

Fortnight  ending  28th  Jan.,  1887. 

» 

.       1,907 

4    9i 

836 

5    3i 

9th  Feb.,  1887. 

.       2,536 

3  11 

1,440 

3    8 

23rd  Feb.,  1887. 

.       2,672 

3  111 

2,177 

3    5i 

9th  March,  1887. 

» 

.       2,226 

3    71 

2,213 

2    5S 

23rd  March,  1887. 

m 

.       2,443 

3    7 

2,511 

3    7} 

6th  AprU,  1887. 

If 

.       2,819 

3    2} 

2,914 

3    01 

20th  April,  1887. 

m 

.       2,782 

2  11| 

3,123 

2  lOi 

4th  May,  1887. 

m 

.      2,619 

3    2 

3,359 

2  10 

18th  May,  1887. 

w                                          • 

.       2,086 

3    4J 

2,434 

3    4| 

1st  June,  1887. 

m 

.       2,276 

3    li 

3,476 

2  11} 

15lh  Jane,  1887. 

tf                                    . 

.       2,117 

3    li 

2,488 

3  10 

29th  June,  1887. 

*                                      • 

.       1,818 

3    4} 

2,907 

3    6 

13th  July,  1887. 

(r                                      " 

.       2,316 

3    3i 

2,631 

4    1 

27th  Julv,  1887. 

H                                                    . 

.       2,538 

2  10} 

3,314 

8    2 

10th  Aug.,  1887. 

m 

.       3,399 

3    8 

3,264 

3    3} 

24th  Aug.,  1887. 

m 

.      3,385 

3    31 

4,237 

2  111 

7th  Sept.,  1887. 

w 

.       3,444 

3    8| 

4,337 

2  10| 

21st  Sept.,  1887. 

m 

.       2,722 

3  111 

3,848 

3    61 

6th  Oct.,  1887. 

m 

.       3,489 

8    8j 

5,444 

2  101 

19th  Oct.,  1887. 

m                                    . 

3,764 

3    11 

5,877 

2    9| 

2nd  Nov.,  1887. 

73,384 

74,857-7 

"  Recapitulation. 
"  73,884  tons  of  limestone  delivered  in  breakwater. 
74,857  tons  of  granite  delivered  in  breakwater. 


148,241  tons  in  all. 
"  The  items  charged  against  the  cost  of  stone  as  above  are  stripping,  quarrying,  and  loading 
«tone,  haulage  to  breakwater,  tipping,  and  maintenance  of  line.  At  the  present  output  of  stone 
Is.  per  ton  should  bo  added  for  the  following :  Interest  and  sinking  fund,  7d.  per  ton ;  fuel, 
-explosives,  &o.,  Sd.  per  ton  ;  making  the  total  cost  per  ton  33.  lid.  +  2s.  9^.  7  2  =  2s.  ll-37d.+ 
12cl.  =  3s.  ll'STd.  The  Cape  Foulwind  Railway  is  at  the  present  time  also  returning  a  revenue 
for  passenger  and  goods  traffic  of  about  £20  per  week. 

"  Chas.  a.  Gkeenland,  Secretary  and  Treasurer. 
"8th  November,  1887." 


Supplementary 

Statement. 

By  whom  delivered. 

Lime- 
stone. 

Cost 
per  Ton. 

Qranite. 

COBt 

per  Ton. 

Bemarks. 

Day-labour 

*                     . . 

m                                 •  • 
m                                 • . 

Tons. 
3,533 
3,810 
4,328 
1,299 

s.    d. 
3    0 
3    1| 
3    11 
2    6} 

Tons. 
4,294 
6,007 
7,225 
2,315 

B.  d. 
3    5} 
2  11 
2    7 
111} 

Fortnight  ending  16th  Nov.,  1887. 

30th  Nov.,  1887. 

14th  Dec,  1887. 
15th,  16th,  and  17th  Dec,  1887. 

Jtr.  O'Conor 
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Cost  of  Stone,  charg- 

for  Interest,  Sinking- 

Output. 

Average 
Cost  per 

Tom. 

Ton. 

278 

..£2    8    0 

1,758 

..     Oil    4 

3,976 

..0    5  lOJ 

6,600 

..     0    4  11} 

9,640 

..     0    3  11 

8,6U 

..     0    3    Oi 

Afpboxihate  estimated 
ing  £500  per  Fortnight 
{nnd,  Explosives,  &o. 


27th  October,  1886  .. 
14th  November,  1886  . . 
23rd  February,  1887  . . 
1st  June,  1887 
2nd  November,  1887  . . 
15th,  16th,  and  17th  Dec. 

When  the  present  Board  took  ofBce  the  cost  of 
the  stone  was  4s.  Id.  per  ton,  and  the  output 
was  5,000  tons  a  fortnight.  The  cost  has 
diminished  from  48.  Id.  until  now  the  cost  of 
the  stone  has  come  down  to  Is.  lid.,  and, 
adding  to  that  the  cost  of  management  and 
interest  of  money,  the  whole  cost  is  3s.  6d.  a 
ton,  and  the  output  for  the  last  four  days  was 
equal  to  the  whole  output  for  the  fortnight, 
under  the  previous  management,  before  the 
present  Board  came  into  office.  That  shows 
that,  while  the  Board  have  reduced  the  cost  of 
the  stone  by  more  than  one-half,  and  at  the 
same  time  reduced  the  general  expenditure  by 
over  one-sixth,  they  have  increased  the  amount 
of  work  done  by  more  than  double.  I  consider 
these  results  speak  for  themselves  with  regard 
to  the  difference  in  the  system  of  working,  and 
it  would  be  very  wrong  of  me  under  the  cir- 
cumstances to  allow  it  to  be  thought  that  my 
condemnation,  which  is  amply  borne  out  by 
the  verdict  of  the  Committee,  applies  in  any 
way  to  those  who  have  been  so  successful  in 
bringing  about  this  change.  There  is  another 
small  matter  to  which  I  should  like  to  refer, 
and  which  I  had  intended  to  go  into  more  at 
length,  expecting  that  there  would  be  a  debate 
on  the  Bill  which  it  was  rumoured  would  be 
brought  down.  The  matter  is  the  occurrence 
which  took  place  between  myself  and  the  late 
Minister  of  Mines.  It  was  represented  that  I 
was  in  some  way  importuning  the  Minister, 
and  I  desire  to  give  an  emphatic  denial  to  that. 

Mr.  SPEAKEB.  —  The  honourable  gentle- 
man must  not  refer  to  a  previous  debate  of  the 
present  session. 

Mr.  O'CONOB.— Without  referring  to  a  i«st 
debate,  I  wish  to  say  that  I  had  an  interview 
with  the  late  Minister  of  Mines,  and  on  that 
occasion  I  reproached  the  honourable  gentle- 
man with  the  action  he  had  taken  in  burking 
the  inquiry. 

Mr.  SPEAKEB. — The  honourable  gentleman 
is  out  of  order  if  he  is  referring  to  a  matter  of 
debate  this  session. 

Mr.  O'CONOR. — Sir,  I  am  referring  to  a  per- 
gonal matter. 

Mr.  SPEAKEB. — You  must  not  refer  to  a 
^st  debate  under  cover  of  a  personal  matter. 
There  is  a  proper  time  for  personal  explana- 
tion, but  this  is  not  that  time. 

Mr.  O'CONOB.— I  am  not  referring  to  a  past 
debate,  but  to  an  occurrence  that  took  place. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— Is  not  that  a  matter  which 
was  referred  to  in  a  previous  debate  ? 

Mr.  O'CONOB.— I  do  not  know. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— It  is  my  duty  to  know,  and 


I  hope  it  is  nnneoessary  to  remind  you  that 
you  must  obey  the  order  of  the  Chair. 

Mr.  O'CONOB.— If  you  rule  that  I  am  out  of 
order  I  shall,  of  course,  say  no  more. 

Mr.  SPEAKER. — I  consider  yoa  are  ont  of 
order. 

Major  ATKINSON.— Might  I  ask  the  honour- 
able gentleman  to  allow  us  to  pass  these  Bills 
through,  as  we  are  keeping  the  other  Chamber 
waiting? — and  then  he  can  make  any  state- 
ment he  wishes  on  a  motion  for  the  adjourn- 
ment of  the  House. 

Dr.  NEVVMAN.-,-I  wish  to  ask  the  honour- 
able gentleman  a  question  with  regard  to  the 
Hospitals  and  Charitable  Aid  Act  of  1884. 
Under  that  Act  S64,000  acres  were  set  apart  as 
reserves  for  the  purposes  of  the  Act.  For  three 
years  nothing  has  been  done  with  regard  to 
that  reserve,  and  Ishould  like  the  Premier  to 
take  the  matter  into  consideration. 

Major  ATKINSON.— I  will  certainly  take  it 
into  consideration,  but  I  cannot  state  that  the 
Government  will  bo  prepared  to  do  anything 
in  the  matter  until  they  have  looked  into  the 
whole  case. 

Mr.  PEABSON.  — I  should  like  to  ask  the 
Premier  whether  there  is  any  necessity  for 
raising  the  taxation  for  the  purposes  of  chari- 
table aid  on  personal  property  as  well  as  on 
real  property. 

Major  ATKINSON.  — I  think,  myself,  it 
should  be  levied  on  all  property,  and  I  do  not 
at  all  agree  with  the  present  mode  of  levying 
it.  Whether  wo  can  make  any  proposal  which 
will  have  the  effect  the  honourable  gentleman 
refers  to  I  cannot  say;  but  the  matter  shall 
have  careful  consideration. 

Mr.  GUINNESS.  — Will  the  honourable 
gentleman  also  bear  in  mind,  when  considering 
the  question  raided  by  the  honourable  member 
for  ThomdoD,  that  the  House  the  other  even- 
ing negatived  a  proposal  of  mine  to  set  apart 
endowments  for  Charitable  Aid  Boards,  and  the 
honourable  member  for  Thomdon  was  one  of 
those  who  voted  against  that  proposition  ? 

Major  ATKINSON.— The  endowment  is  al- 
ready set  apart  by  the  Act. 

Mr.  GUINNESS.— That  is  so ;  but  what  I 
desired  was  a  further  extension  of  the  endow- 
ment :  and  that  was  negatived.  I  also  wish  to 
ask  the  Minister  of  Mines  whether  the  Govern- 
ment intend  to  give  effect  to  the  report  of  the 
Goldfields  and  Mines  Committee,  which  recom- 
mends that  no  action  should  be  taken  by  the 
Minister  in  regard  to  closing  any  of  the  schools 
of  mines  that  have  been  established  throughout 
the  colony.  That  Committee,  as  the  honourable 
gentleman  will  no  doubt  recollect,  reported 
that  owing  to  the  lateness  of  the  session  there 
was  no  time  to  make  the  necessary  exhaustive 
inquiries  before  they  could  decide  what  schools 
should  be  continued.  In  many  districts  on 
the  West  Coast  schools  of  mines  have  been 
established.  At  Greymouth  there  is  a  school 
with  a  very  large  number  of  members,  and  is 
a  flourishing  condition.  The  people  there  have 
learned  with  alarm  that  it  is  not  the  intention 
of  the  Government  to  continue  the  allowance 
to  these  schools  of  mines. 
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Mr.  G.  F.  KICHAKDSON.— I  think  I  have 
expressed  myself  sufficiently  plainly  in  this 
House  already  on  that  subject — to  the  effect 
that  the  Cabinet,  whilst  they  would  recognise 
any  existing  liabilities  in  this  direction,  only 
intended  to  retain  the  schools  of  mines  at 
Beef  ton  and  the  Thames. 

Mr.  GUINNESS.— And  in  regard  to  all  other 
schools  7 

Mr.  G.  P.  RICHARDSON.— We  will  carry 
out  engagements  only. 

Mr.  MONK. — I  think  the  sooner  Mr.  Speaker 
leaves  the  chair  the  better,  because  the  honour- 
able member  for  Taranaki  has  been  trying  to 
shove  the  public  treasury  into  the  Ngaira 
Swamp. 

Major  ATKINSON.— I  should  like  to  make  a 
short  statement  in  regard  to  the  Ngaire  Swamp. 
The  matter  is  receiving  the  careful  attention 
of  the  Government,  and  if  it  is  found  not  to 
be  advisable  to  let  it  in  the  way  proposed  the 
Waste  Lands  Board  will  be  consulted  before 
anything  further  is  done. 

Bill  read  a  second  and  a  third  time. 

AUSTRALIAN  AND  NEW  ZEALAND 

CABLE. 
Major  ATKINSON.  —  Sir,  I  have  also  to 
make  a  statement  with  regard  to  the  cable 
question. 

[The  reporter  who  had  notes  of  this  state- 
ment was  unfortunately  killed  by  a  fall 
before  he  had  written  them  out.] 

SUPPLY  BILLS. 
Mr.  SPEAKER  announced  that  he  had  in 
person  presented  to  His  Excellency  the  Go- 
vernor the  Appropriation  Bill  and  the  Public 
Works  Appropriation  Bill,  which  His  Excel- 
lency had  assented  to  on  behalf  of  Her 
Majesty. 

BUSINESS  OF  THE  SESSION. 
Mr.  Speaker  laid  on  the  table  the  follow- 
ing schedule  of  the  business  transacted  during 
the  session : — 


1.  Select  CouirrrTEES — 
On  public  matters 
On  private  Bills 

S.  STARDINO  CnHUITTEBS... 

Ditto  on  private  Bills... 


7 
9 

—  9 
U 

8 

—  14 


S.  Public  Bitts— 

Originated  in  the  Route — 
Boceived  the  Royal  assent 
Beserved  (or  the  signification  of 

Her  Majesty's  pleasure 

Dropped  or  otherwise  disposed  of 

Brought  from  tht  Council— 
Becelved  the  Boyal  assent 
Beserved  for  the  signification  of 

Her  Majesty's  pleasure 

Dropped  or  ottierwise  disposed  of 

i.  PurVATB  BrtiiB— 

Received  the  Boyal  assent 

Dropped    


43 

1 

78 
—  122 


—  10 

3 
1 

—  4 


■  PBTinOKS  FRIBSEIITKD— 

From  Europeans 
From  llaoriB      


SU 


e. 

DrvisioNB— 

In  the  vhole  House    ... 

a 

In  Committee    

150 
—  9» 

7. 

SimNas— 

Days  of  meeting 

44 

Boors  of  sitting— 

Before  midnight      ...  S77h.  Om. 

After  midnight         ...    SSb.  30m. 

333h.  30m. 
Th.Slm. 

Daily  average     

8. 

Votes  and  Proceedihos— 

Questions  aaked  of  Ministers 
Entries  in  Journals    

470 

890 

1,300 

Daily  average     

a 

0. 

Obsbbs  fob  Papebs    

a 

10. 

Papebs  laid  UPOH  THB  TABIiB— 

By  command      

48 

In  return  to  orders      

13 

In  return  to  addresses          

0 

By  message        

0 

By  Act       

» 

By  leave    

8 

Papers  ordered  to  be  printed 
Papers  not  ordered  to  be  printed  ... 

63 

75 

U8 

u. 

Bepobts  phoh  Seuict  CojunrTEia— 

From  the  Public  Petitions  A  to  I< 

Committee      

118 

From  the  Public  PsUtlons  U  to  Z 

Committee      

Ida 

From  the  Native  Affairs  Committee 

64 

From  the  Waste  Lands  Committee 

88 

From    the   Goldfields   and   Mines 

Committee        

20 

From  the  Local  Bills  Committee ... 

10 

From  other  Committees      

at 

ADJOURNMENT. 

Major  ATKINSON  informed  the  House  that 
Parliament  would  be  prorogued  by  Proclama- 
tion, and  moved.  That  the  House  at  its  rising 
adjourn  to  Tuesday  at  half -past  two  o'clock 
p.m. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

The  House  divided  on  the  question,  "That 
the  House  do  now  adjourn." 


Atkinson 

Beetham 

Buchanan 

Fergus 

Graham 

Hamlin 

Joyce 

Lawry 

Bruce 
Fisher 
Fitzherbett 
Guinness 


Ate3,  21. 
Macarthur 
Marchant 
McGregor 
Mitchelson 
Moat 
Monk 


Ross 

S.-Menteath 
Taipua 
Withv. 

teUers. 
Carroll 


Richardson,  G.  JiMskson. 

Noes,  11. 
Hislop  Taiwhanga. 

O'Conor  Tellen. 

Parata  Brown 

Pearson  Reeves,  B.H.  J. 

Majority  for,  10. 

The  House  adjourned  at  ten  minutes  to  five 
o'clock  a.m. 


END  OF  FIFTY-NINTH  VOLUME. 
By  Antbority :  QjcoBOB  DmsBimT,  Ooveimnent  Printer,  Wellington. 
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